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Copy of a letter received from ¥esy~HeIharay-Fard Dy Sti-3;-tUnit-3,
Werced Assembly Center, Merced, Calif,(Please.-de-mei-wee.name),

May 13, 1942
Dear Barbars,

Right now we are in our "apartment” in Merced Assembly Center,
having arrived here yeste (Tues.)after a very heavy shower.
Merced ls Tamous for black thick elay soll so you ean imagine what
it was like, Lunch was a horrid affalr--l frankfurter, a of
overboiled cabbage, white bread, pasty rice, and canned cherries,
One consolation is that we don't have to wash dishes yet. All the
workers are volunteer people--inside camp--and the cooke are quite
inexperienced or else rusty with disuse sinece many of the farmers
from our vicinlty were houseboys and cooks some years ago.
Dinner was better--canned earrots and peas, 1 glab of esnned pork,
lettuee salad, apricots and plenty of milk. We eat in 3 shifts.
The earliest breakfast eall is at 6130 and if any who 1s scheduled
to eat at that time falls %o appear, he is out of luck because doors
are closed for fifteen minutes right away and the next time they open,
it is for the next shift. There is a great shortage of walters and
gommon laborers. Sven my brother was asked to help but upon hearing
that tho{ are pald 707 a dn; and that board and room is subtracted
from that, he sald, "H---nol" and a few other characteristie things.

There 1s a lot of nolse in here now. 3am is putting up shades,
Ben and Widy are making a toble and the radio is going. The “apart-
pentg”~-~there are 4, 6, and 8 bedrooms. Usually they assign one
apartnent” to a famllye--apartment means one room with screened
windows, concrete or alry wooden floors, 4 or 6 beds(single), depend-
ing on the aize of the room and a daoﬂﬁiha%‘may or may not fit.
Some door: are at lesst 2 inches too asmall for the doorway and in
some places the railn water and mud seep in through the concrete,
¥hen we flrat saw our living quarters we were so sick we couldn't, eat,
walk, or talk. We couldn't even cry till later. We have pnt up
eanvas vartitions(room 1s about 25' by 20' for four beds)so that
the placexlooks more livable but it's still nmot pretty. Since they
will not a'low less than 4 in ene room, my brothers Ben and Sam are
golng %o live with Hidy and me., Wother, father, and Paul are living
Just across the muddy way. The things I have mentioned so far are
tolerable and remedlable--we ean steal brand new lumber from horse
stalls and things that are lust golng up near here if we can run
fast enough, but gee--you should see the--er--latrines. There iga
absolutely no privaey or sanitation--10 seats lined up(hard, fresh-
f;ua%, un-sandparered wood)and it flushesn antomitieally about every

minutes, A

iheel A fellow just came to offer me a job as pletician. Hope
there's a really good dietician to work under,

Eg parents feel hubiliated but are quite resigned. I reall
can't help but admire their stolcism or whatever 1% ia that enables
them to hold up under so mueh, Paul is in the hoasplital--one of the
many that immedistely filled up the temporary one as goon as they
entered yeaterday. He ias the only one not quarantined., There is one
man here who is very near his end with cancer,

Thursday, May 14

—— Sorry I had to leave 1o abruptly yesterday; I had to report for
work and wes busy till 10:00 p.m. Much to my disappointment, there
is no dleticlan so far thst we ean work under, Another girl and I
have our hands full haggling with the mess halls, planning menua,
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etting orders and even cooking, There is a very gr ‘
mi wed nurses, dletieclans, lob technlelans and dec hospital
aqu + We were terribly dise -h-quqnq_thg‘agig:!roih
fruit we can get ia bananas and the only fresh vegetable is--cabbage.
Jghe ©Oh well, I guess we're lucky 1t's not turnips. MNany people
need apecial dlets--nllergles, dlabetes, astomach ulesr, " blood
presasure, nerhritis--eyeryth seems %0 be prevalent., Violet and I
feal overloaded, esrecially because we don't know & thing about plan-
ni:a menus from equations, balancing calories, weighing out grans,
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Hidy was peeved becsuse he dossn't like me to work, but right
now there ia certalnly no cholee at all. Three-fourths of Ble
population loaf all while the mess hall boys and girla and the
hozpital staflf work e horses. Right now the nurses are on 12
or 14 hours a day; we greenhorn dleticians on 10 hours esn't com-
plain.

We are slowly getting adapled to the dliet, lack of privacy and
fond around here, but every time we thin* of the white plastered
walls, sunny rooms and green gardens we laft behind we begin to
drop into depressi-n againg we are lsayrning not to remember. Hidy,
however, has developed or rather learned a new slogan; lnstead of
"Remember Pearl Harbor", he says, "Remember the @oncentration Campl"”
Until our dying day we'll never forget.

me pgreat consolation is that we will never suffer from exces-
sive eating. ' have already lost 3 1lbs,

Friday

Last night 1t rained-~for many people it rained even on their
beds., Our head nurse is a hyperthyrold sort of verson with a remar-
kable wﬂracna11t¥iand she says she cries avery night when she thinks
of the old folksi{many of whom will moat likely die here very soon)and
of the very yougg:ahildren who just cannot ratand why they can't
leave this horrid place. The soldiers on guard here seem quite
friondly and even flirtatious, ¥No one can enter here exeept speeial
offigers and certain truek drivers who bring in the baggase. It's
probably = good thing, because we can't stand any more dlsgease than
we have here already.

fixeuse my dlsconnected thoughts. Midy 1s banging away again,
trying to make a shelf or something, I gueas,

" band 8 playing out in the ball park nearby making us remember
again the days of freedom we once had. We can't go out to watch; the
kids feel greatly peeved.

Thanks milllons and millions for those wery fascinating books,
they really are lifesavers, especlally for Hidy, who feels that
there is hardly anything left to live for except for books.

You must be through with finals now. Are you still busy in other
ways besides soecially? Please do try to come in as folkdance te.cher;
w#e need someone like that very badly, but be sure you can get out
again before you ever come in,
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think 1ife is one huge gloom cloud, but I've been
glving e worst slide of 1ife here--the side that to you 1s
the most obvions. There 1s another side to this pleture too. Some
of the boys play all day; they quit onlz to eat and sleep, while
some of the formerly busy mothers have time to look after their bables
and chat with the neighbors., For many this is an extended vacation
in somewhat drab surroundings.

The band is playing againj it's very annoying to be unable to
see 1t strutting around.

iy brother Paul is still 111; he 1s one of the msny who get
very inadequate, unsatdtary and inexpert care here. We are all
desparately trying to stay healthy.
Ten minutes to eight now. No curfew here, thank heavens,
but I'1ll have te start figuring out one of the dlabetes diets.
T hope I don't kill anyon@...ce.
Sincerely,

Ruth,



