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Copy of  a l et t er  r ecei ved from har a  ̂ *ar d f>, St . 3, t t oi V 5, 
f c ar ced Assembl y Cent er , Mer ced, Cal i f . (- Pat mMI e- ahhma.- nAse). 

May 13, 1942 
Dear  Bar bar a, 

Si ght  now we ar e i n our  "apar tment ** i n Mer ced Assembl y Cent er , 
havi ng ar r i ved her e yest er day(Tues*)af t er  a ver y heavy shower . 
Mer ced i s famous for-  bl ack t hi ck cl ay soi l  so you can i magi ne what  
i t  was l i k e. Lunch was a hor r i d af f a i r �1 f r ankf ur t er , a "me a a of  
over boi l ed cabbage, whi t e br ead, past y r i ce, and canned cher r i es . 
One consol at i on i n t hat  we don't  have t o wash di shes yet . Al l  t he 
wor ker * ar e vol unt eer  >eool e�i nsi de camp�ana t he cooks ar e qui t e 
i nexper i enced or  el se r ust y wi t h di suse si nce many of  t he f anner s 
from our  v i c i ni t y wer e house boys and cook» **ome 30 year s ago. 
Di nner  was bet t er �canned car r ot s and peas, 1 s l ab of  canned por k, 
l et t uce sal ad, aor l cot s and pl ent y of  mi l k . We eat  i n * s hi f t s . 
The ear l i es t  br ea* f ast  cal l  i s at  6«30 and i f  any who i ? schedul ed 
t o eat  at  t hat  t i me f ai l s t o appear , he I s out  of  l uck because door s 
ar e cl osed f or  f i f t een mi nut es r i ght  away and t he next  t i me the- / ooen, 
i t  i s f or  t he next  s hi f t . Ther e i s a gr eat  shor t age of  wai t er * and 
common 1 bor er s . "Sven my br ot her  was asked to *el p but  uoon hear i ng 
t hat  t hey ar e pai d 70i  a day and t hat  boar d and room i s subt r act ed 
f rom t hat , he sai d, *H no; " and a few ot her  char act er i st i c t hi ngs . 

t her e i s a l ot  of  noi se i n her e now. Iam i s nut t i ng up shades, 
Ben and "i dy ar e maki ng a t abl e and t he r adi o i s g o n g . The "apar t -

- jents t her e ar e 4, 6, and S bedr ooms. Usual l y 't hey ass i gn one� 
apar t ment  to a f ami l y�apar t ment  means one r  >om wi t h scr eened 

wi ndows, concr et e or  ai r y wooden f l oor s . 4 or  6 beds (s i ngl e) , donend-
i ng on t he sisse of  t he room and a door  t hat  may or  may not  f i t . 
3ome door  * ar e at  l east  2 i nches t oo smal l  f or " t he door way and i n 
some pl aces t he r ai n wat er  and mud seep i n t hr ough t he concr et e, 
fhen we f i r s t  saw our  l i v i ng quar t er s we wer e so ;i ck we coul dn't . eat , 
wal k, or  t al k . We c oul dnH even cr y t i l l  l at er . We have pnt  un 
canvas par t i t i on«(r oom i s bout  25* by 20* f or  f our  beds)so t hat  
t he pl acexl ooks more l i vabl e but  i t ' s s t i l l  not  nr et t y. Si nce t hey 
wi l l  not  a l ow l ess t han 4 i n one room, my br ot her s Ben and Sap ar e 
goi ng t o l i ve wi t h Ht dy and me. Pot her , f at her , and Paul  ar e l i v i ng 
j ust  acr oss t he muddy way. The t hi ngs I  have ment i oned so f ar  ar e 
t ol er abl e and r emedi abl e�we can st eal  br and new l umber  from hor se 
s t al l s and t hi ne« t hat  ar e .l ust  gol n  ̂ up near  her e i f  we can r un 
i n̂t  enouph, but  gee�you shoul d see t he� er �l at r i nes . Ther e 13 
absol ut el y no pr i vacy or  sani t at i on�10 seat s l i ned up(har d, f r esh-
sawed, un- sandpaoer ed wood)and i t  f l ushes aut omat i cal l y about  ever y 
15 mi nut es. » 

Wheel  a f el l ow J ust  came t o o f f er  m© a J ob as �l et l c an. Hope 
t her e s a r eal l y good di et i c i an t o wor k under . �* 

y par ent s f eel  humi l i at ed but  ar e qui t e r es i gned. I  r eal l y 
can t  hel p but  admi r e t hei r  st oi ci sm or  what ever  i t  i s t hat  enabl es 
w»em t o hol d up under  so 7?uch. Paul  i s i n t he hospi t al �one of  t he 
any t hat  i mmedi at el y f i l l ed up t he t empor ar y one as soon as t hey 

ent er ed yest er day. He l a t he onl y one not  quar ant i ned. Ther e i s one 
«>an her e who i s ver y near  hi s end wi t h cancer . 

>orry I  had t o l eave o abr upt l y yest er day; I  had t o r epor t  f or  
wor- < and was busy t i l l  10:00 p.m. Much t o my di sappoi nt ment , t her e 
i s no di et i c i an so f ar  t hat  we can work under . Anot her  $t r l  and I  
have our  hands f ul l  haggl i ng wi t h t he mess hal l s , pl anni ng menus, 



2. 

get t i r * or der s and s w cooki ng. Thi i re i s a ver y gr eat  need f or  
t r ai ned nur ses , di et i c i ana, 1 b t echni c i ans and decent  hospi t al  
equi pment . wer e t er r i bl y di  »eour ased because t he onl y f r esh 
f r ui t  we can get  i  a bananas and t he onl y f r esh veget abl e I s�cabbage. 
Ugh. Ob wel l , I  guess we'r e l ucky i t ' s not  t ur ni ps . Many peopl e 
need speci al  di et s �al l er gi es , di abet es» storaaoh ul cer , ' i gh bl ood 
or essur e, nephr i t i c�ever yt hi ng seeiss t o be pr eval ent . Vi ol et  and 1 
f oel  over l oaded, e ô o l a l l y beoauao we don't  know a t v i n$ about  pl an-
ni ng menus f r o-  equat i on», bal anci ng cal or i es , wei ghi ng out  gr at i s, 
e t c � 

Hi dy was peeved because he doesn't  l i ke me t o wor k, but  r i ght  
now t her e i s cer t ai nl y no choi ce at  a l l . l i br ae- four t hs of  &he 
popul at i on l oaf  al l  day whi l e t he mess hal l  boys and gi r l s ani l  t he 
ho - pi t al  s t af f  work l kkm hor ses . Hi ĥt  now t he nur ses ar e on 12 
or  14 hour s a day; we ;;;r eenh, m di et i c i ans on 10 hour s c an't  cor -
pl ai n. 

We ar e «l owl y get t i ng adapt ed t o t he - Met , l ac 'c of  .- «rivacy and 
food ar ound her e, but  ever y t i me we t ht n"' of  t he whi t e - ala ot e r ed 
wal l s , sunny rooms and gr een gar dens we l ef t  behi nd we begi n t o 
dr-  p 'nt o denr essi  n a,/;al n; we ar e l e a r n 1 n o t  t o r emember . Hl dy, 
however , ha  ̂ dovel opod or  r at her  l ear ned a new sl ogan; i nst ead of  

Remember  Pear l  Har bor ", he s a y "R e me mb e r  t he Concent r at i on Car  pi * 
Unt i l  our  dyl og day we' l l  never  f or get . 

no gr eat  consol at i on i s t hat  we wi l l  never  suf f er  f r oa axces-
s ve eat i ng. have al r eady l ost  3 l b . 

r i day 

Last  ni ght  i t  r ai ned�f or  many peopl e i t  r ai ned even on t hei r  
beds . Our  head nur se i s a hyper t hyr ol d l or t  of  per son wi t h a remar -
Habl a a?r sonaUt y and she says $he cr i es ever y ni ght  when she t hi nks 
of  t he old. fol >:s{r :any of  whom wi l l  ©oat  l i kel y di e her e ver y soon)and 
of  t he var y yaun3 chi l dr en who J ust  cannot  under st and why t hey can't  
l eave t hi s hor r i d pl ace. The sol di er s on guar d her e seem qui t e 
f r  endl y and evert  f l i r t at i ous . No one can ent er  her e except  sneci al  
o f f i cer s and cer t ai n t r uck dr i ver s who br i ne i n t he baggage. I t ' s 
pr obabl y a good t hi ns» because we c an't  st and any more di sease t han 
we hpve har e al r eady. 

Excuse ®y di sconnect ed t hought s. Ti dy l a bangi ng away a âi n, 
t r y! s t o ma>e a shel f  or  somet hi ng« I  guess. 

� band i* ol ayi ng out  i n t he bal l  par k near by maki ng us remember  
agai n t he days of  f r oodom we once had. we can't  r o out  t o wat ch; t he 
kid- * f eel  gr eat l y peeved. 

Thanks mi l l i ons and mi l l i ons f or  t hose ver y f asc i nat i ng books, 
t hey r eal l y ar e l i f esaver s , esp oi al ŷ f or  Bi dy, who f eel s t hat  
t her e i s har di l y anyt hi ng l ef t  t o l i ve f or  except  f or  books. 

t ou - ust  be t hr ough wi t h f i nal s now. "r e you o t i l l  busy i n ot her  
wayg be si des soc i al l y? Pl ease do t r y t o come i n as f ol kdanco ta-  cher ; 
we need someone l i ke t hat  var y badl y , but  be ur e you can get  out  
* ai n bef or e you ever  come i n . 



Maybe you t hi nk Uf a i s one hug© gloom cl oud, but  I 've been 
gi v i ng you t he wor st  si de of  l i f e here�the side that to you i s 
the most obvi ous. There i s anot her  side t o t hi s pi cture too. some 
of  t he boys pl ay al l  day? t hey qui t  onl y t o eat  and s l eep, whi l e 
some of  t he f or mer l y busy mot her s have time t o l ook af t er  t hei r  babi es 
and chat  wi t h t he nei ghbor s . For  many t hi s i s an ext ended vacat i on 
i n soneuh&t  dr ab sur r oundi ngs. 

the band i s pl ayi ng agai n} i t ' s ver y annoyi ng t o be unabl e t o 
see I t  s t r ut t i ng ar ound. 

ify br ot her  Paul  i s s t i l l  i l l ; he i s one of  t he many who get  
ver y i nadequat e, unsani t ar y and i nexper t  car e her e. We ar e ai l  
despamt el y t r yi ng t o st ay heal t hy . 

Ten mi nut es t o ei ght  now. Ho cur f ew her e, t hank heavens, 
but  I ' l l  have t o st ar t  f i gur i ng out  one of  t he di abet es di et s . 
X bone I  don't  k i l l  anyone 

Si ncer el y , 

Hut h. 


