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MY ROLE IN RELOCATION 

K 

íúrvwv^-

flhen one 1« confronted with the all-important question of, "Vihat 

m i l your role be in the relocation camp?", two months ago,  this question 

seemed too obscure and distant to seriously contemplate i» 

How^ that the time has arrived to answer this  J^o  significant question, 

we must seriously concentrate and analyze it. 

yet, 

as 

Many of us are planning to go into various vocational fiel ds, 

many of us are in doubt^to what we are actually going to do.  l^^U**»^ 

an -ofcaeur-e  individual, had no conception that I would ever be out of  '  *•  ĵ * 

. ^ e  in some strange relocation camp. Nov^ that this is no far- off illusion^ 

but a stark fact, I have seriously planned on what I woul d strive to accomp-

lish as soon as I have reached my destination. 

My role in relocation will be the some as any other norma l̂  

person. That role vi%ll be 3Bi firstly to cooperate - yes, c ooperate. I say 

this because it is the most primary and essential thing to do in order to 

get organized properly« 

ir we hav efficiently organized, we oan do what we 

planned to accomplish in the various, vocational fields. I  sincerely believe 

that right n o ^ t h e prinoipal role^^r most of us jp to "pool " <*eef efforts 

together/ give-«» whole-hearted cooperation to the aut horities in oharge 

' /I 
there. 
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August 26, 1942 

My Role In Relocation 

What is my role in relocation? Should I work and help the family 
o 

or should I finish my education. My role in relocation, I be lieve, 

is to finish my education. I cannot work in the relocat ion camp^be-

cause I am too young. 

I picked education as my role in the relocation camp^becau se I am 

looking foward to the future when this war is over. The mental abi-

lity of all the men and women of this nation, including t hose in 

camp, will help to overcome some difficult problems that may arise 

after the war. 

But my role in the relocation camp is not only to be educati on. 

There is a saying that, "'Too much work and no play makes Ja ck a 

dull boy." I must play and build myself up physically, as  well as 

mentally, so as to be in good condition during my life in camp. 

Chores must be done also to help the household. And I must help 

the relocation camp when the time comes to do so. 

So you see that my role in the relocation camp is to build  my-

self up mentally and physically and to help the family an d commu-

nity. That is my role in the relocation camp^and I will see that I 

do my part to the best of my ability. 
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Sachi Kawahara 
English  A2 
August 31, 1942 
Mr. Aki 

RELOCATION, ITS CHALLENGE TO ME 

As an inhabitant of a relocation area I am invited to accep t 

either one of two choices in determining my future. One of  them 

is the attitude of defeatism and the other is that of con tinued 

self-improvement. 

I intend to follow the latter theory, I will strive to 

further my education, and advance whatever capabilities a s a violinist. 

Giving equal consideration to developing myself as a use ful citizen, 

and growing daily in my religious and recreational life, I hope 

to achieve success and satisfaction during my stay there . With these 

things in mind, I think I can make my residence in a re location center 

a profitable experience. 

I know that in relocation, be it Wyoming, Utah, or Idaho , there 

is every evidence of ignoring our education. But since I am sure that 

American education is the best means of mingling again wi th my Caucasian 

friends, I shall not neglect study. 

The time will surely come when we c:an again trek back to o ur 

homes. If we k ep the right attitude by being prepared, I kn ow w^ will 

be welcomed back into the folds of American living. 

/9/ 
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C«olidge Wakai  | 
Barrack 8 Apt. 34 
Rec. 8 

¡Afkat Can I Look Forward At Relocation 

When 1 c a m e t o  Tanforan, the only thing I looked forward to 
was to leave this Assemlfcy Center to go to school in the feast, 
ihere a minister said that he would put me through school "and he 
also guaranteed me my room and board. 

During the first week in camp I visited the administration 
office to see if they had any authority to give permits to those 
who wanted to leave camp. 

At the same time the President of the Pacific School of 
Religion was helping me by giveing advice». He also was responsible 
for my acceptance by the minister.  T 

Someone mentioned about the Student Relocation to me so  L 

immediatly wrote to Joseph Conard, the executive secretar y. Me 
wrote to me saying that my chances of leaving Tanforan was  very slim 
due to the .fact that I was only a high school student, but h e 
ufff  m e t o f i l 1 o u t fciie  Papers which he enclosed because 1 may . �Î ij.wi J.J.W UC ÛUbC J. liifct' 

^  -tosue an exception. Most of my hopes wfeee shattered bu t I kept on 
W3?i A?"? 6 t 0 t h e S t u a e n t  Relocation ana the family in the east. 

A few ¿ays ago I received a letter from the Student Relo cation 
saying that only\few students will be allowed to leave c amp 
because of the shortness of the time between now and the fal l 
semfeste^  ^  < 

XJ2Q& this report I began thinking more about our Reloca tion 
Camp. Tanforan is quite cold for me so like others I ! m expecting 
much more colder weather. 

As for education, I hope that more improvements will be mad e 
m our school so that we could feel more at home.By this I mean 
that 1 would like to have recreation included with all the other 
subjects. 

Like everyone I look forward to Recreation a lot because I 
would like to become a better tennis, tabletennis and ba dminton 
player. If I have the chance, I would like to became a Junior 
Recreational leader and help take care of a group of bo ys as I 
did here . 

Another change which I like to have is our neighbors. N ot 
that I don't like them but with new neighbors I'll have more  new 
friends. I have made more friends here than almost anywhere  1 
have been.  ^ /,.,./ Jfi 

The most nigialy matter which I really would look -'S 
forward in Relocation is to get my high school cieaits  ana 
then to get a permit to go to college. In other words, educat ion 
has my highest interest although recreational my highes t interest 
here at Tanforan. 
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16, Tt. 
tt hoda Nishimnxa: Mv Attitudes towarda Evacuation. 

"On the day our evacuation orders aame out in °erkeley, I w as 
elated  t  o think orders had finally broken the suspense but on the 
other hand, I saw a dark future. It was in one of my most 
melancholy moments that one of my teachers came up to me  and 
discussed with me my attitude regarding evacuation Th e last worHs 
are ones I shall remember when I feel like pouring out wor ds of 
contempt towards the U. 3. gov»t.  3 he said to me:® T 0 win this war 
everyone in the U.S. must make sacrifices. Your sacrific e is a 
much harder one than most of us have to bear. As a citizen a lways 
remember that this is your part in the war. 1 These are not the 
exact words but that is the jist of what she d&id. Yes, i f we 
take on suoh an attitude life here and Elsewhere in a rel ocation 
center will be much  1  easier. 

"I admit that my thoughts were none too pleasant during t he period 
of quarantine, "ith the police dep't making its appearan ce 
every few hours, I really felt like a prisoner. T^e fence and the 
sentry xsix marching back and forth just a few steps from t he 
door strengthened the feeling of confinement. I was cer tain that 
a prisoner in the isolation ward od San Qaentin couldn t be worse off. 
And then I got to thinking. We ar n't the only ones going through 
such trying days. The pe ople in Greece are starving. I n china 
there are famines each year. Ifeen an air raid siren goe s off in 
Europe putting out lights is an elementary thing. There an air 
air raid signal means running for shelter and and much an xiety over 
the safety of dear one. ut do you not think in comparison to 
life in other suffering nations, our existence here in Ame rica though 
in camp is a much easier one? ould we not take an a Polly anna att-
itude and say that nothing can Se so bad it can't be wors e? 

aince it is necessary that we spend the duration in 
c ?mp,  why not take it on the chin? Many men have given their 
lives for their .country since tk* Dec. 7. They gave their a ll 
for their native land. Let us drop our ill feelings Aand take on 
this life in camp as our duty in this war as loyal mericans. 
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r CENTER HAS ACTI VE 

b LEGIONNAIRE GROUP 
Tatsu J. Ogawa, US, who occupies Tanforan's 1*1-50, 

carries on his forehead a scar of a wound received 
while fighting with the famous 91st "Wild West" divi-
sion in the Meuse-Argonne offensive of World War I. 

Veteran Ogawa is sgt-at-arms of the 91st division 
association; a member of 
Berkeley Post  l?o.  7 of the 
American Legion and of 
Berkeley Post 703 of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars; 
and was chaplain of Berke-
ley Post 25 of the Dis-
abled Veterans Assn. His 
wife and U children are in 
Hawaii, unable to return 
here after going to the 
islands to visit her ail-
ing father, just "before 
Dec.  7. 

Fighting with Ogawa in 
the Ivleuse-Argonne was Kay-
taro Tsukarnoto 3 Us, who 
now commands S.  F.  's Town-
send Harris Post No. 
Six other member of this 
post are here: Saburo Abe, 
Sab ur 0 Hat sumo  to ,  Y a  j  i r 0 
Okamo to,  Y  on e z0 Suzuki, 
Rev. J. Tsukamoto and Guy 
Uyama, 

Uyama,  53 5  a room-mate 
of Ogawa, is for his 3 r & 
yearly term the official 
historian of California 
department's 8th district, 
embracing the major part 
of S. I. legionnaires. He 
has heen named official 
custodian of the Center's 
Flag. 

About 20 legionnaires 
in all are here, meeting 
informally, serving the 
Certer in various ways. 
Fney plan to form a single 
unit after their transfer 
to a relocation center. 
Citizens all, "by "birth or 
through grant of Congress 
for services rendered in 
World War I, they will 
continue to exercise their 
right to vote through ab-
sentee balloting. 

'ST 
FLOWERS FOR FATH5RS: A week early, hut a handsome 

gesture just the same, "flowers for fathers" flooded 
our mess halls last Saturday, through the efforts of 
former members of the California ̂ Flower Market Assn . 
(Y. Oshima, chum.). From this group, flowers went also 
to the administration offices, hospital, churches and 
to bereaved families. There were roses, gladiolas, 
carnations, daisies and watsonias. 

MESS ?.  — SHOW?LACE: Sixteen original blockprints 
and water colors now adorn the two wings of Mess 2; 
the babv food section has a regulation counter, with 
3 shelvss covered with a lovely oil cloth, and a large 
picture of a baby as an extra attraction; and, more-
over, each wing of the moss flios our Flag. Charles 
Teshima is the mess manager. 

Hess 3 in 
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DAIICE  BAI TD: To  our scene 
is now being added a dance 
band of 11 members: Hoagy 
Ogawa, Yoneo Kawakita, al-
to sax; Tom Nakashige, te-
nor sax;  •  Frank Ono, Tad 
Ish ida,  Kiy  0 shi Kawahata, 
trombone; Eisashi Tani, 
baritone; Itaya Kurita, 
piano; Mark Bando, drums; 
Katsuo Arima, guitar. 

Directed by Tom Tsuji, 
the band is feataring El-
1ington 1s arrangements,and 
tenor Hakashige is blowing 
the Webster solos. 

EARLY AFRICA!!;  Stemming 
from earlier Americana, 
folk dancing will begin 
next Friday night, 7:30 PM 
at the Social Ha.ll,for all 
residents of high school 
age and up.Classes in folk 
dancing are now being held 
Mondays, H-5 PM, at the So-
cial Hall for recreation 
leaders and other interes-
ted persons. 

HAWAIIAN: Then there's 
the hula dancing a group 
of boys put on at Thurs-
day's Variety Show, which 
was a "Hawaiian Night" af-
fair with Goro Suzuki as 
producer and emcee. Among 
those in the show were Tom 
To-/ oda,  Harry Takahashi, 
Eddie A 1 ".amine,Eddie Okubo, 
Yuri Oshima, Tak Katayana-
gi, Art ifariya, Tak Momii. 

And there's always the 
Saturday night couples' 
dance at the Social Hall, 
plus the district dances 
in the recreation centers. 

CO!" CERTS: Which still 
leaves to be noted Gersh-
win's "Rhapsody in Blue", 
a feature on this Tues-
da: 's Musicals. PM at 
the SH. 

And tJaflHHHHHHHtet is 
giving 


