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Idaho Mobile Camp #5
Rupexrt, Id

My dear lMaster James--

I received your extreméky unfunny letter the other day and after
reading it with a great desl of indulgence, decided to postpone
writings you for a few days to punishi you ... and so the delay.

Your "I read your letter to Ch last night, and I must say it was
poor iob of composittion" reminds me of the Grammarxwian I had Ior
for 2 eomp course once, He took the utmost ight in marking littke
curleycews and 79s and gr.s on my papers -- to correct minor details
of strueture, etc., which didn't change the compostition matexrially,
anyhovr,

I plainly 'said, I have sworn. orif ol
I lost anltuer dollar vefore I did. And toa:v
advice from Chas: "And you had better -ive up
cause you are a lousy player. Tfour ;cﬁtl attitudes
ticanali ...glve you away every tiel fou ¥wre just not
| gan 3 sp you had bebher Ledwe L ﬁ1 ne. le too.
at i 1sionally, but he is getting over the fever

should say that your "hynoeritically yours" is typically collegiate,
fact, obviously so. Please try to be more subtle, James.

iro for me, will you, and tell him that I've mmet a
here, He's Koji Axiyoshi -- U of Georgia School of
grad --, was born in Haw ii, and attended the U of Hawaiil
whom he recalls as an "extremely intelligent" student.
ne gentleman farmer® is doing all right except for nis Hailbone‘ﬁﬁﬂu;
achtmg to beat a2ll hell about twow MLMILES after starting time in
the morning and continuuing all day. He is not completely satisiied
with his miserly Sdlurj of $3 = S;J, but he derives xxkmx=Ex®x a sort
of grim satisfaction from knowingi; th;t the white collar prestige
lahoeers at Tanfo are receliving but & 50 cents & day for their un-
nroductive work.

Most of the fell ws are here to work; some want To have
rood time", 'he suk-suk houses of Burley, a town about 9 miles wes
upert, are 1Teady doing rushk baclneso for the Xkt new trade,
‘ cirls are said to be esvecially fond of the miniscule penises
Jans. Runert, of course, is clean, but Burley can be reached
few min tes by bus, and there seem tobe no restrictions an txw -
So far. Perhaps the officials aren't "wise" as yet.

Just one more little detail. As yo u probably know, I am making money
hand over fist. I am lomwsy with momey. I have too much money. I

sve so much momey I iust don't know what to do with it. Now I know
you hsve sustained some very severe losses playing »bker. And being
aliruistically inclined, I of course cannot let such a situation

im

stand. Therefore I am sBclosing a (Lobesure) smmll sum of #4.00
with which you mey do anything you like. And anytime you need any-
thing like czndy, prophylatics, Bibkks, Shakespearman opuses, eic.,
ust let me know, and I'1l try my best todo what I can.

Wang. w (],M}







June 29, 1942 lMonday
Tdaho Mobile Camp#5
Rupert, Idaho
Dear Chas,
You ‘underrate my WILL POWER, dear Chas. My poker playin: days are over, Dezln tely.
But I have a confession to make. I still do hawe my shirt left, thank God{"&hd not
my luck or my poker face,
Papa Kikuchi woould be run into the ground if he came here and tried to make a live-
ing at 75 per., Tocal rate here is 3% ( item for Ripley ). Bread is 10 and 12 cents.
Heven't you heard of the billions of pounds of excess whealt we have and which we
are going to use to feed the postwar werld? Other costs of living have not gone up
much -- not enough to affect us,s———s. #ses e have been paying about 50 to 70
cents a day for Iood, and we've been having steaks or chons every day. Typical menus
Breakfast--Bacon, two egss sunny side up, toass, butter, coffee, sugar, cream, fried
votatoes; Lunch--sandwiches, fruit, cupceke; dinner: porkchons, applesauce, peas anc
carrots, bread, tea, ete,
How hard fo ou work?" Are you kidding? Beet thinmmng ( which is now over ) is
stoop labor that is stoop labor, You work so hard thst most of the time you are
going on )zmmxxeuts. Sometimes you feel like crying, you hurt so much., IT is amxio-
maticyin medicine, I think, that gou begin to feel the affects of accidents, such
as broken bo ones, years after the date of the actual accident. I remember once sifit-
ing down hard on the little bones at the tail end of my spinal column about three
years ago. It hurt for about a week and then I forgot all about it. Talk about
the sins of the father ... the"sins' oi the past are now catching up with me. +hat
stoop labor really brings out that nain in the tail. But ... that's all over now.

\

The only spare time we have is on our days off. And since we've been discouraged
by the low average rate of nay ( about $3.50 a day ), we've been taking two and thref
days off a week. Of course we'll settle down "later”, meflana. A4t any rate, on thesd
days we usually spend the morning laund=ring, cl'“hlnf up, ete., and go to town in
the afternoon. Some of the fellows go To the movies, see SulWﬁvan s Travels, Twin
Beds. Others Bowl. iy highes?t sC! re made in the fifth game 1've played in my lifen
82, Average: about 120. lthen of course there are the teas and PTA meetings which
are onen to the nublic. prevrr the more sophisticated seem o a2lways drift towaxe
FXXRWRxeRIIRE DBurley, a g11iber1ng city of evil about ten miles away, to play an
inter sting game called "Suk” by the Islanders. ItIseExmz something 11 ce. pokars LT
seems it takes a pair to epen; though often three of a kind may play in a hand known
as Incky Pierre. A full houde always wins, and "Madam" alweys rakes in. The only
gstraizht that amounts to anything is Four Ros@s ( two bits a throw ), and flushes
don't mean a thing as all colors in any suit are allowed. No discrimination, you
see,
lhe camn has a reereation program, and now that we've moved to a CCC camp (
4 miles to Burley now; address the same ), a recreation hall and an eduecaticn buil-
ding., There are pool tables in rec hall, and easily improvised yoker tables in
ed.
We moved into this CCC camp yest
on the fields from a high fever *1nﬁ“09d by a slight case ol measles, and were quar-
tered in #rmy style barracks holding 43 men apiece. The place is complete with
barber shop and swimming pool ( Thouch, like Tanforan, it has been too cool for
pleasurzable swimming ).

rday, the first day I hade been up since collapsing

I had to laugh and laugh when you asked "...what are you doing in your spale Elme...
and then, lu+@r, "don't try to tell me that you stay home and read bookds every

#lo be periectly h E') esgt, I didnlt hs a very high fever, nor did I collapse.

However, I did feel like r‘ollsap sing. wn;wwv as Taro will tell you, the basic
facts are truef and this way, it's more ﬂ‘-QJlal 1.8




D
ight, either." I don't know what you mean to be "honest about life", but it smells
to high heaven of a collegiste version of "facts of life"; and if you mean being

honest in that way, I am being a good, little, honest #&=m Ammrican,

The only reason you are gebtting a prompt response is that the nurse has grounded
me for a few days, and hence, I have had a lot of time on my hands, However,
I'11 not be expecting a letter from you immediately, because you'll probably be
busy turning out that mExER fourteen page Totalizer -- a sheet Tor every day of
hee week. g
The Totalizer, is, in a word, damngoody <he REVIEWING STAND, POLI CE BLOTTER,
HORSES MOUTH, XITCHEN, WITH THE WOMENFOLHese.these are the standouts. ne point
which displeases me: "our CK"did this", "oux CK" did that. Why not, "our darling
CK" asked this or that? And I m$ssed Mr. Iscei's opinion in the latest. Or was
he an ersatz Is-ei anyway? The pguy was too good to he true.

i 1 . n‘ .
ne thing everyone notices about you, Chas, is not your p.o.* 6 not even your un-

Shl?eﬂ shoes; no, noneof these correctable faults. It is your intolerance. In a
word, you are a damnazi. Yes,'arenyvuyou intolerant, though". ILet the Js use
Japansy if they want to. H , they haven't but a few years on this paradise we
call hell, anyway. Hell, and it is a hell of a paradise,too, ¥®XX. That uses up
my quota of hells for the duration. MEEEXXIRAAREEYXAENERXKEXESNERFXEAXRXEELELX
xxxkagrexx Have you ever read What Makes Sammy Bun? ("The skillful psychiatrist
attempts to confuse the ~atient by running him through a series of mental hurdles
and then throws an suppose@ly meaningless question at him. The psychiatrist must
then attempt to glean the obvious from the patd#intds answer or answers." From
Principles of Psyc try, by Lodibang and Christ. (Allmighty).

’

What is an agi&ator? An agitator is a man, usually unpaid, who has given his life

to the Cause, and who tries hard but vainly to spread tﬁ? gosnel. <Lhe Cause may

be any one of a number of different Causeg, big and ranging from the
Communistic Cause, kRxomxhxkhe to the Cause of Jehovah's Witnesses., Or it may be
the Democratic Cause, 'rime Example: Charles Kikuchi. He will be pemxsecuted by

the administration and the people to whom he isshowing the Light. The prophet, not

Wang, has spoken.

I have found out that a 1 © of Japanese are proud of thoir reputaion as imitators.

he other day, at lunch, the fellows started one of their bull sessiocns about the
ability of Japanese to copy. An Iscei spoke up and said a Japanese could FEXEXYEX
¥mxx look over a machine once, and have an exact duplicate out in two weeks. Tater
he was seen gravely examining the latest product of McCormick & Son, & beautiful
allaround farxm trsctor .... A Nisei told a story about an American and a Japanese
who went to Germany to inspect her latexst 140 mm AA gun., <Lwon months later, so
the story went, the Japs cime out witha 140 mm AA gun. Of course it was better
than th riginal.

uucn_fo my disgugst, I have run out of Literaty Pearls for Kikuchi. Shall be
counting on you for that seven sheet Totaliz r.
Yrs

o
wan .

/#p.o. : underarm perspiration odor. UseYodora.

3 #Without bias or pnrejudice of any sort, I should say that the Totalizer ¥ssthee
best Center Bapcr. It has one mincr fault visible to any damn fools It is the
silly slogan, "The Sum of Center Life". Suggestion ( and it will imporove the
whole makeup ): <he New York Times of Center papcrs! "Sum" is flat, lifeless,
suggests nothing but Arithmetic problemm and ledgers. Changee it, change it.

b




November 27, 1942

Mobile Unit # 5

Rupert, Idaho
Dear Chas.:

I've been topping beets and doing odd jobs for the past two
months here in qupert. The winter hay job blew up. We've been
living out on a farm dolng our own cooking, etc. Most beet hands
have been 1living in camp about a mile and a half away,

Yesterday was Thanksgiving, and so we celebrated in the

usual manner,

Dec. 1. Windy and cold as hell.

Two roast and two southern friled chickens. Cranberry sauce,
pumpkin ple, baked sweet potatoes, and, above all, a home atmos-
phere. And ln the évaing hitch-hiking in the snow (it had snowed
all day -- my first white Thanksgiving) to Burley. It's easy to
hitchehike, and we had no trouble getting into thwn. Going back,
we would take a taxi.,

In town, it was raining, melting the freshly fallen snow,
Johmy, a fellow from Manzanar, Kez and I took in a movie -- Gable
and Turner in "Somewhere I'1l Find you". Sexplosive stuff. It
was ten by the time we got out; and there 1is supposed to be a ten
o'clock curfew which, however, no one seems to obey. There's a
story, incidentally, behind that curfew,

After leaving the theatre, we stepped across the street to
Queens Cafe, a chop suey jolnt operated by a Jap. Every night the
place 1s over-run with Japs from the labor camp, remainding one of
pre-Pear]l Harbor Little Tokyo. Anyway, 1t was here at the Cafe
that the trouble started that ended up with our having curfew slap-
ped on us, It had happened about a week ago. It seems & trio of
Filipinos with the backing of some of the tougher elements of the
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local citizenry challenged griend Johny to fight the battle of
Bataan all over again. Johny got in one good punch (according to
his version), and then found himself looking at a knife in the
hands of his adversary. Johny was lucky, coming out with a super-

ficlal cut in his right arm. The local gendarmes refused to pro-

secute, their only step being to ship "Somny/f", the offending

at-gm-and-knife-'em artist, out of the neighborhood. (We learned
"Sonny's™ name under even steanger circumstances at an even stranger
place. About this later.) The WRA apparently was looking the otmer
way, since they didn't do anything about the matter,

We had had Thanksgiving dinner at 1 in the afternoon, and
now finding ourselves hungry again, ordered Pork noodles, chow mein
end other goodies., Somebody went to the "Callco Cat"™ and came baeck
with a couple of half gallon bottles of Alt Heldleburg. But a
gallon of beer doesn't last very long. Someone else returned with
more. He also brought back a quart of G & W and a couple of teen
aged chlipples out looklng for a cheap thrill, We'd seen them here
at the Cafe before, Flossie and Bette. "Hotpants" we called them.
Adways willing to be friendly, but not go the limit. Flossie was
dressed in a cheap black crepe dress and a frazzled purple and
green checkered coat, She had a tinseled ribbon in her thick brown
hair which she wore in a Ginger Rogers bob, White shoes that had
not been cleaned for a week completed her attire. Bette's clothes
were a little more pretentious, but just as gaudy. A plain black
dress that showed her figure to admiration and an $8,95 coat
trimmed with an imitation fur. They were nelther ugly nor pretty,
but more than popular because they were "skirts" and the Jap boys
were woman hungrye.

By eleven we were all feeling high. The glrls were getting
hornier and hornier. They sang dirty songs with their cheap,
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tinny voices, sounding not unlike those Burlesque choruses:

The first little mald from Canada

Said her ----- as big as the moon,

A man climbed up In December

And never came down 't1ll June,

Oh, tickle my tits and belly,

And smell of the slimy slew,.

Rattle your nuts across my guts,

I'm one of the whorey crew,

Three of us got ut to leave, "Where ya goin'?" asked
- Flossie. "To get more cornsgueszings," we lied.

We walked around the corner and upstalrs the back way. Kay
Jnew us, and she let us in. "Awfully busy tonight," she said, "I'll
have to put you in the bathroom." We said that was okay with us,.

Kay followed us into the bathroom end sat down with us, "Who
have you got tonight?" we asked.

"Oonly Sue and Jerry," Kay said, "Won't that be enough, honey?"

"What happened to Penny?"

"Penny's not here anymore."

"How come «..2"

"Oh, you know how it 1s. They get tired of the same hole
all the time."

"Like husbands?" we cracked,

"yeh. You'd be surprised how many married men come up. There
was one fellow from that labor camp who sent his wife back east, he
got that stuck on Penny, He told her he was in love with her, and
Penny got so afraid she wouldn't go into & room with him. You know
how they get. She was afraid he'd pull something funny." Kay told

us how this guy had sent his wife and kid back and had asked his wife
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for a dlvorce, Seems he had a white wife, she had just had a baby,
and from last reports, was expact;pg another one and had written

back to her husband that 1f he dldn't call off the divorce, she

would kill herself. We recognised the fellow from what Kay told us.
I'd known him in Los Angeles. He had been drunk continuously for
asbout a month. The ppor bastard had gotten himself into more trouble
then he could handle. He was a quiet, sensitive guy who always struck

me a8 one Who dldn't belong 1n any crowd. He was well educated, could

speak and write both.English and Japenese fluently, and was, above

all, well mannered. He had been with us for a while out at the hay
ranch, and he used to tell us that the only reason he'd gotten married
was because he had "imocked up" the girl and had to take the trip.
He was at once a polished gentlemen, a drunkard, & boastful adolescent,
and a nenotic case. I think that thing that bothered him most was
that he fancied himself as a persecuted Jap living under the fluctuat-
ing good and 111 graces of white people. He told me once thatas
long as Japanese lived in America, they would have to expect dis-
erimination,

I was thinking about this guy, and wasn't paying attentlon
to Kay, who had gone babbling on. Now she was saying, "I remember
a Pilipino who got stuck on one of my girls., In Sacramento. He
tried to kill her. You can't turst them, They're treacherous."

"We thought only Japs were treacherous,"

"Well, I don't know. There's a Filipino named Sonny who
always comes up here, but I won't let him In, He's always trying
to start trouble, getting into some kind of fracas all the time,

"And anyway, he comes up with a couple of white boys, and I
can't let him in., I tell him I'm too busy, and he says, 'Yeh, you
busy with Jap boys.! I tell him there's nothing wrong wlth Japanese
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boys. They(re Americsn born. I'm Russian, but I'm Ameriesn, too.
'"You like Jap boys,' Sonny says, and I tell him, 'Sure, I do.!
And boy, 1if looks could kill, I'd be dead now."

"Is Sormy still erownd," we asked,

"No, he doesn't come sround anymore. I think he got into
some sort ot 'fracas', and so he had to leave town." And so this
- had been the fate of our knmife artist friend,

Back at the Cafe, the drinking bout was still goling strong.
One of the girls was dancing with a Jap to the tune of "Jukebox
Saturdsy Night", A queet step called the "Idaho shag".- A fellow
named N had the othér beck in the corner of a booth feeding her a
line and plying‘her with G&W. She would drink a little whickey,
make e face, splutter, and down half a goblet of water. She kissed
N with wet blubbery lips. Then locking up and spylng Johny, she
called to him, "Come on over and have a little fun," she said,
"pon't stand there looking so sélemn." Johny laughed and said he
was 21l right where he was. N took advantage of the interuption
to excuse himself for the moment to go to the "ecan" in the back
room., She wasn't there when he got back. Her brother had come
for her and she hed left; unsteadily. Johny and the other girl,
Flossie, were dancing, and N looked at them enviously, and, I
thought, woxIishly.

I went outside to get & breath of fresh air, walking around

the block, and when I got back, there was an after-theatre erowd

of white people in the Cafe, Flossle had deserted her Jap friends

and was meking merry with two corn-fed lads,

Johny, Kaz and I went to an unoccupled booth to shoot the

bull. Presantly N left his seat and walked toward us. He was drunk,
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"Johny," he said, "I got it all figured out. I don't want
you to come here anymore."

"Wait & minute ..."

"I got it all figured out," N interrupted. "You're the cause
of all the trouble here tonight. If I ever catch you here again,
I'm going to knock your block off. Understand? Understand?"

Apparently, N resented the girls'! attention to Jobny. Johny seid

he understood. But N wouldn't let it go at that. He grabbed Jobny's
arm, leading him outside.

"Come on out to the alley," he sald, "I'm golng to knock hell
out of you." We followed them outside and they vanished into the
alley.

Pretty soon N ceme back alone. He was cussing. "That chicken
shit basterd," he was saying, "he ran away. I've been in a lot of
fights with that San Pedro gang, but none of them ran way like th&t
damned Johny."

N's friend said, "Why don't you mSexg forget it. You're drumk,"

"I ¥now I'm drunk," he said, "and that's why I'm going to
beat him up. Tomorrow I'1l he sober, and I'll be a gentleman. But
tonight I'm drunk and I'm going to beat him up." They hustled him
off to & texi, and left.

Johny appeered, walking back nonchalantly.

"Phat bastard went and pulkd a kmife on me,"™ he sald, "so I
turmed talland ran like hell. I've been stabbed once before, and
I don't want to be knifed again." It was 2 in the morning.

Life here is not just working, eating and sleeplng as you've
probably gathered already from what I've written. The thing I like

best is that we're freer than we've been since Pearl Harbor, We're
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free to do anything but travel back to California -- and no one seems
to want to go back there. The people of Idaho are twice as friendly
as those back on the coast.

For the past two weeks I've been sitting around doing nothing
except walting for my transfer to Cody to come through; though

when it's not snowing or raining, I've been helping farmer Valles

put up his machine shed. Most of the volunteer workers from Eden,
Manzensr and Tenforan have gone back to the centers, only a skeleton
erew of sbout 75 remaining. More are due to leave for Manzensr to-
day. The camp manager hopes to keep at least fifty boys in camps, 80
that the workers next spring will have a well organized place to mome
back to.

A letter from Pierre. The guy has fallen in love; and 1%
seems he had a terrific struggle tearing himself away from hls
beloved to continue his education in Philly. No intellectual
friendship, this, Plerre hints that there are physical feellngs
involved, and even goes as far as to talk about marriege., He says
she is "pure and virtuous". Personally, I think marriage would
bring together the loose ends in Pilerre's 1ife. But I would be the
last person to Beatricefalrfax Plarre into marrisge.

Please keep yourself purer than ever to atone for my sins.

(S) Wang

P.S. Give my "love" to Sacheko. She's a sweet kid.




-

Charlie:

In some ways it seems strange that the problem of the Jagpanese would
bring us together again., The days of the Young Democrats seem Many years
ago in light of what is happening today. Yet what we were Tighting for
in those days hangs in precarious balance. Archie informed me via letter
this week that the loecal branch of the NLG mas golng to ask the Natlonal
Office to delve into the Japanese problem and that therefore you wanted
gome information. I don't know what aspect .f the problem the NLG would
be interested in, but some of the facts that I have may prowe helpful
to your organization.

Now the material that I give you will relate only to the semporary
resettlement phase of the Japanese in the San Francisco Bay Area who
were evacuated to the Tanforan Agsembly Center in San Bruno, California.
I will try to give you a picture of the Assembly Center since 1ts incep-
tion a month ago by caterogizing my observations into the following six
divisions: Camp Administration, Physical Facilities, Food, Services,
Education and Recreation and lorale,

Camp Administration

The administrative personnel of this Venter is in the hands men who
were formerly with the WPA, The whole Northern California reglonal
office was almost moved intact to mangge this Center. Mr. Lawson who was
formerly head of the Northern California Reglonal office of the WBPA 1is
‘the manager and lMr. Geo. Greene 1s in charge of the comminity welfare
lept. <+he management is shot full of men who haven't the least concep-
tion of the problems facing the groun.fd None of them kar have the cour-
age and foresight to initiate anything al constructive lineg nor do
they have a proper sense of social value 1ze that their hands
<Ef§lfféd in a8 way since they are EREkXx under grisdiction of THE ATMY.
The important Americanization program wasnSt given much consideration.
A flag ralsing and tie singing of God Bless Amefrica seems to satisfy the
Americanization problem as far as the Axmizamixa management 1s concerned.
Other like problems are treated in the like manner.

The guest situation is deporable, They have to wait in a long line
outside on a dusty highway sometimes for nearly two hours before they
are permitted in and when they are in they are allowed only am hour to
vigit., ZEzrexarExnuxeRxixE there are no chalrs for the guests and no
privacy. They are not zxiswex permitted to come to oub stalls or barracks.
At the present time the guests are allowed to bring in food , but I hear
that in the near future that privilige will be taken away.

Wading through red tape aRdxkurmamgrasyx and the bureaucratlic sel-up
is g terrific j and a great obstacle to camp morale. he red tape
one has to conforont scares anyone from initiating anything which would
prove helpful to life in camp. A suwkkkX® somewhat subtle form of censor-
ship is clamped down on the zroup. Guest aren't allowed to take any
thing printed or written out of camp. There are no telephone or wire
facilities foe the residents in camp. 4ny information which REXZXEX
emana tes from this center xmEmxxkaxiEzxmakix gets out only via mail. ’);;

It looks a 1ittle suspicious when our friends haven't been getting ou r
mail on time, bt sometimes axwErkxiakex as much as a week late. News-,
papers are sold but no maga ines or periodicadds. Everything that goesiga‘
into the ¥ew=x camp newspaper 18 censored. Anykind of printed matter ‘efv
has to be pased passed upon before it can be circulated even petitions.
No large meetings can be held without the approval of the administration’
The management is very closed mouth about imfzrmakieom giving out
information.of anykind. It was only last week that the manager gave out
information regaring wages and hours, xxwea spproximately 10 after the
gtory broke in the metropolitan press.

L




announcement of thé wages amdxkeuwrsxfRerxihexExx that would be paid
the evacuees was a big blow to morale. The least that they expected
was. the amount, that would be paid to the American soldder, $21 per month.
The work classifications that are going to be used are the ones used by
thie WPA which 1s obsolete.in many respects., When payday comes around
there undoubtedly will be plenty of grumbling and misunderstanding.

‘he inevitable sex problem 1s not being faced by the management. They
haven't paid too much attention to it. There are approximately 2000 single
men over the age of 18. Of this number about 500 are alone without any
families. On the other side you have ammem many single women, but most
of them are living with families. Since there kmxxmuxmrixazy isn't any
privacy, rape cases may become numerous.

A mmkk month has passed since the first busload of evacumes were dumped
into Tanforan, but nary axwerdxfromxihexmamagxememg an-official word from
the management about insituting self government. At the present we have
a temporary council -of four who no more represent the pedple than I
represent Herbert Hoover. acting in e an advisory capacity. They hhave
no say in formulating policies. It seems that the local administration
has some preludice ExxImzkxzEpixIxwarkerx which hasn't been as yet
fully explained against soelal workers. Many times one getsthe impres-
sion that the management thinks that they handling all men by some of
thelr mmiha@gx actions. It 'seems that they forget that women and small
children, old people and the disabled and sick are involved and that they
all need imdkwkdwzixatxemkkemx the individual attentton of a well trained

3 & W -
social worker,

FOO@_

During  the first week the food situation was in a mess. There wasn't
a kitchen staff to prepare and serve it and the diswashing ebeff wasn't
adequatedy staffed. The quantity and quality of the food was far below
the standards set up by the health dept. as were the sanitary facilities
in the kitchen. As the days progregsed and the local mess halls began
to onen the s@ituation was aliviated and everything begame much better.
A xkhexpresznkxiime St111 at the present time the guantity and the quali=-
ty of the food could be improved upon. ¥ilk and butter as well as fresh:
vegetables and meat need immediate attention. All 17 kitchens with the
exception of one have the cafeteria method of dishing ocut food. The
,exception insituted a family style service. It seems that the admini-
gtration i1s in favor of the cafeteria met od, but agaln in this 3tance
the management doesnt reallze that they have to feed little
ag able bodied men. It's too much to ask little childre

o1 yod Speclal food for the babies ag well
Kltchen faclilities are limited and the
ishes are markximxmuxkexx short in number.

gre n ' 8 Zolng around. camp that we were not getting the
HKENFXE gidexfers food that the army set asid: Or The man 1in
>narge ol “he commlssary dept for the first two weeks was relieved of his
duties some =x - zay becaung of some petiy graft. I haven't as yet checked

wel

for

Pliyslics

. - T o " Ny - - - ! ~ Yarre - - '] =T =] o -
fhe Army did a wone ] ob a8 far as the physical facllitles are
-~ | e e A D Y. " e - s o gt e % e o~ ¥ .
concerned considering t , be a tempoary center., It 1s almost
-~ o - b, - P - ol . & Lo 1 - 4 o~
unbelievable how thej erted the old horse stables into half decent
r

J
The pre-fabri-

living quarters., Most of then are quite comfortable.
cated houses are &lso auike com navent quite the
orivacy of the horse stables, but slnce they are new they are much claaner:
‘e have army style cots wkihk not all of ‘us have cotton matkressx® padded
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mattresases. 3

* At first the ﬁeople were complaining about ths co}d since the houses
were not insulated and stoves weren't provided, but-1t seems @hat Fhey
have bacome wBexkaxkhmxweather somewhat use to the weather, Mgre heaters
gould b= srovided Tor those kamm houses whivh have children. ne slectrie
power which 'runs through our aparts doesn't have the capacity to_&ake on
slectric hot plates and such. It Just enocugh to to k?ep qur lights and
radios going, We have to go to the laundry in order to make some tea or
coffee in order not to blow out. the fTuse,

It seems that the army forzot that we needed more than a roolf and a
Ped to keep us comfortable, because they neglected completely to @ui}d
shelves ete, The Tirst residents found enough scrap wood to‘builu shelves
but the later ones lost out. The laundry facllities are pe?nﬁps the most
satisfactory of most anything in camp. Large tubs for washing and;x
rinsing are provided., The lack of enough hot Water hampers washing as
well as batbing akdd Street'light are not as yet provided nor arg tele-
phones located around camp, Most of the roads are quite dusty and during
the rains we have = quagnireg all arounfi the center.

Education and Recreation

Since we have an administrative personnel which is not conscious of
the mro®iemsxfRagingxihexgranm social and political problems facing the
group khRayxxhaxsrkk the progressives rmsmiyexmz do not receive any
ERZgUrARENEREXRROmxRhEXRER encouragement or cooperation from the top
on problems of educational policy, forums, camp newspaper etc. In fact
we have been hampered by a visionless bureaucracy. As I have sald before
the problem of Americanization is not being faced reglistically or
courageously. : ' started

Nursery school and the primary schools have already been stzked and
high schoolx classes will begin this week, The teachers are pelng re-
cruited from thé residents in the Center.>~Though most of them have haud
not had any teacher training. .Since this is only an temporary center
any sort of extensive formal education is entlirely out of the question.
Taching personnel is limited, infact we have only three people in the
entire camp who have teaching credentials and % even those aren't too
intelligent. With the lack of personnel we haven't the facilities and
the materials such. as books and paper etc., We have a library but it
isn't adeguate at all. Contact has been made with the San Mateo County
11brary and the various schools around the Bay Area for books _Q%t as yet
books are scarce as hen's teeth, i . hgalll

Taking into consideration the temporary nature of ;this site no form
of college education or vocational tralning can be attempted., NMay be
you may be interested to know that the Friends Service Committee of ATerica
a8 has been offieciaslly designated by KEx the War Relocatlon Authority to
find means & for the Japanese college students to finish up thelr college
edu ation in insitutions outside the military areas. I don't know exactly
know how much funds they havé at their disposal,but I know it isn't
enough. If you are fimilar with the employment picture of the Japanese
afk the West Loast you will see tht we haven't hardly any skilled trades
men in the group. Since this 1s the m situation vocational ® tralning
ls vitally necessary in the Relocation center. I hope the WRA will k=
follow the pattern of the NYA or the GCC in setting up vocaé@anal projects
Imxkhexeenkers so that kids can be trained for defense Jobsbpboth in and
outside of the relocatior centers.

he recreation program is going along in full swing?even though we

have/ the supplies and facilities < WEEL N0 Credit due to the Administration—

R




We have an art dept which is doing a bang-up job. It is headed by Hr.
Obata, formerly an instructor at the University of California. The
Klds seems to have a knack for this sort of stuff and they go at 1t with
all theilr heart. We classes in modeling, cartooning, water colors ete.
Thrsu“hout twhe Center are located local recreation halls whiich have games
for the kiddes and adilts, ping pong tables magazines etc. Ile have a
talent dhow every Thursdaru nite, the script for whieh 1s censored. Dances
are held once a week in the main ecrea’ ion hall and sometimes in the
the local halls. We have a MJolﬂ rﬁuiauidn nite every wesk @and g
town hall meeting whose subject i ored. ;
Along witl th@ 7b“V$ we ha zirly wedkl developed sports program
softball, 1} on :apfg'?: nd football.: We have a baseball
gue and 5ameb are w attended, SBepss There 1s in the process
center swin d which will play at the coming dances
and bugle corps. which takes over during the ,atri:.b
uch as Memorisl Day. and Flag.day A Building has Dbeen
G_tll‘." 21 lt\.) 11
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The Kﬂilialdﬂ'* religlous chiampions are mEwr 1in full force.
arﬁﬁﬁﬂiaﬂlfﬂdﬂﬁ Lkﬁ Bud h‘“ﬂ Pro *ﬂu;,uatx¢+:u
churenes h been estab and they are qui te well ELtLu_.-u ed,. " The
Protestant ehurch ?uv e given permisgsion to have outside

Thexz
enth Day Adventist

- -
A T AL 2
sSpealers come

Services

: a fruitful
1d ong at the camp bicf"ﬁ seem& to be fkexmakm source of
z?’uuv?ruqﬁ camp grioes. g3 tlesg are limited as are the suppnlies
and the pgrsonne There are {  doetio of which only four are fully
fledged M We have “about 4 or five bered nurges .and a few nursask
nurse's aide: the Wmskpx hospltal staff which serves the 85000
?esidfnts here in ¢ ﬂ; The bureacrat in charge of the hmsinm hospital

18 a Ges by Tt m Wolfen who 18 reputed to have been a dental clerk for

3£ Painless K The infirmary staff made it so hot for him =m that Ram
ne is almost letely out of the pnicture. Since the gupplies and facilities
are 80 limlted the FbullCﬂtg are not given satisfactory attention.

We have a few optometrists and a couole of dentists but they haven't

Phe equipment,  lhe cases which can't be handled here are sent to the
lateo County hospital,

p
h

Since the first day aporoximately 18 babies




have been delivered. One &ke& premature death occureed due to lack of
an lncubator. Three thymhold ghots and two smallpox vaccinations have
been given to every resident Last week they started to give diphthria
injections to all of the youngsters.

The camp canteen was another sore spot as far as complaints were
concerned., At first cigarettes and candssy soft drinks ete were sold
but the stock was soon exhausted and for a long whlle only newspapers
were sold. The stock has been replenished but it smm doesn't fallfill
the needs of the residents. As far as drugk and nersonal effects are
concerned only sanitary napkins are sold, Initally the sales were on
a cash baals, but now each resident has to buy a scrip book for § 50
in order to buy k& a newspaper and this secrip is not redeemable in U.S.
currency. KNamygxafxkthexresidenk® The sales at the canmteen goss on bhe
average of §200-$300 per day. Xk When we fir t came here we were under

the general impresd on that the profites of the canteen would go to buy
supplies for the Recreation dept., but later we dlscovered that kh=
ERERYER we were being deluded. The management dkdmiixkekixusxwhersxkhz
ErofitgxusrexgRinxx k Pt us in the dark until last week when they made
a belated anouncement that the profits were going to the U.S. Treasureg.
iﬁEREKHEREKQKkEEXaTEXKA@giﬂomﬁiaiﬁtﬂxﬂjkEHEARESI&ERkSRhEEEHSE The
raidents kicked up a big fuss about the profits and talk of forming
their own cooperative store was heard in many ,darurrs, but the manage-
ment nixed that. It seems that they isn't any uniform price for

Z merchandlise sold at the Cante~ in the varlious “sgsembly centers.

We haer that Cigarettes are 13¢ at Sants Anita whereas it is 15¢ here
eke.
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The ,alicin* of the grounds is in the hands of the mangement. During

the first few weeks Japanesge policemen patroled the grounds. W_ had

a chief of police for about a month whowas formerly an inscector of
race tracks, This man Arnold & was transfered to the lierced Assembly
center, ‘He knew no more about policing courtesy +1fam I knew about

the fourth dimension and created much i1ll-feeling with the residents
and with the guests. We have a fire crew which is conuinuly belng
trained by a Caucasian mRk fire chief. W_ have a branch of the San
Bruno post office located in the center.and at the present time it
seems to be functioning o.k.

Morale

This subject is one which is very difficult to dwell upon am =xX=ENO
in a short letter. But I can say this miich, that the morale of the
group& 1s higher than can be expected. I think the newspaper publisher
was right when he said that 307 of the people wers loyal 40%\disloyal
and the other 30% opportuniste waiting for the chips to fall where they
may.at Manzanar. -I belive that this is the situation here at Tanforan.

We have a sharp confliet of ideas and attifiudes between the first
and second generation e:ements. This is to be expected since there
exists a cultural difference. For the whole relocation program to be
a2 smccess, the fundamental basis of tie conflict has to be eliminatéd

.\




i.e. some of the mfxkl® minds cannot br oriented towards Tokyo and some

towards Wa#h ington; they zXX should all be directed towards Washingtoon.
program

To accomplish this end we must have a strong educational
.geared to the whole relocation program.

Inefesme seems to be a lack of conscious ness on part of the manage-
ment and the majority of the residents that there is a total war beling
fought outside these barbed Rk»m wire fences, therefore local problems
become paramount and are not =sesm viewed with the right perspective.

[he second generation




- Dear James:

The marse just brought in your letter, and since both reading and writing
are hard on my eyes, I'll have to make this as brief as possible.

Rocky Kt. spotted fever is a hell of a thing to catch becsuse it is fatal in
about 80% of the cases (and so, of course, all of us were offered shots when we first
arrived). But I didn't think I would have one chance in a million of getting bit
by the sheep tick that cerries the disease, and so I let it ride.

The other day, what I though wes an overgrown ant bit me. Tuesday I felt sick
as hell; but you can't quit in the middle of the day and tell the boys you've got
to lie down and rest because you've got & headache and a fever.

By evening, I was feeling groggy and weak on the underpinnings. Back at camp,
taking off my shirt, I glanced down at my arms, saw a number of little, odd spots,
and froze all over. For a moment, I felt myself looking death right in the face,
and it wasn't a pleasant feeling. I remembered people saying, "It's 80% fetel....
two people have died already."

The nurse at the clinic didn't say anything when I welked in and said I had
some funny spots on my arms. Instead, she reached for the phone, called the Doc,
told me to teke 2 hot shower, get into bed, and wait for Doc., I didn't éare ask her
what was wrong with me,

I kept reassuring myself that it wes something I had eaten., Two or three times,
my mind would wander off and I would start thinking about dying. I didn't want to
die, I said to myself, I'm too young for that. I haven't even lived yet.

The fellows in the next tent were talking: he shoulda taken those shots, He's
gonna die, isn't he, if he didn't take those shots? I wondered how I would look
in a coffin...Il dismissed the thought. I feared death; I was afraid to die....

The Doc finally ceme in looking grave. He examined my chest. It, too, wes
covered with those terrible spots. He peered down my throat using his pocket
flashlight.

"Do you heve pains in your chest?"

"No," I seid.

"Well, I don't know where you were exposed to it," he said, "but shall we
cell it--measlest"”

And so measles it was. Christ, what a relief! At any rate, I'11 be laid up

for ebout a week or ten days. No reading.
More later,

Weng

P, 5., It was an overgrown ant!
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Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas
University 0f California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

The airmgi; special that Mari Okazaki had sent me telling me of your project
waa_postmgrkgu maty ~& in San Francisco but I did not receive it until last night!
It is typical of the inefficiency caused by the confusion still apparent here.

Your "ilemorandum to Cbservers and Colisborators" that llari sent me together
with her explanations of the work involved interests me very much because E have
been seeking some way through which the time spent in the center would not become
a period of suspended animation, in the case we could not get out of camp and back
into a normal community where we could face and cope with the common problemg that
assail people today. The prospect of existing in an abnormal commmniﬁy, insulated
from the rest of the world, did net appesal to us at all.

However in & project such as your study survey outlines, I would feel that I
was making some contribution to & true evaluation and record that would help to
promote and progress our appreciation of the significance attendant to this migra-
tion. The two months that I have already lived in Manzanar have shown the changes
in attitudes and adjustménts among the psople hsre since the institution of this
center.

Mari suggested that I present an outline of my background. 'She has already
told you of my non-citizensnip status. I was born in Yanai, Japan on July 4, 1916,
The birthdate is ironical, isn't it? Mother was a school teacher at that time and
dad a Methodist minister. I was the first born. After a sister and brother were
added to the family, we left Japan in 1921. We stopped over in Hawail for a year
so that it wasn't until 13922 that I set foot in San Francisco.

Since coming here, dad has been a minister most of the time — and being a
Metnodist minister at that, we did & lot of travelling in California. Consesquently
schooling and friendships were frequently disrupted during the first decade. 1In
1929 we had been in scuthern California a year, mother was again teaching school
when she became ill and had to enter a sanatorium. We moved to a small foothill
community, Sierra Madre. Dad had to leave us too then, so I lived with American
friends in their home, while my brothers and sisters wers placed in orphanages.

As soon as I sould I had to go to work and although my parents were discharged
in 1933, I continued to work in varioys Pasadsna homes while going to Pasadena
schools. In 1938 I had to leave school - Pasadena Junior College, a few months
prior to possible graduation, in order to go to work to try to support the family.
Work conditions were not suitable g0 I in turn became ill and spent six months in
the sanatorium. Following my discharge, our family went to West Los Angeles whers
dad. received a parish. Bubt I became ill again and had to return, this time for &
twenty-six months psriod before they decided I had enougn off a lsad on the tb bug.

During that period my interests in social disintegration that seemed to be
indicated in Munich and subsequent events were fortified by reading of provocative
books and corrsspondsnce with such men as Norman Thnomas and Louis Adamic. Radio
programs induced me to keep in touch with Town Hall. Thogs ysars were valuable,




Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas

After I came out I followsd up the leads developesd during my convalescence.
I met Adamic, Thomas, Villard; looked into the Socialist party and joined first
the Ypsels and later the party; found the Fellowship of Reconciliation and joined
it. The newspaper columning that I hsd besgun while I was in bed led me into a
temporary editor's chair on a Los Angeles Japanese vernacular newspaper. This
developed into a opportunity to join the English section editors of the Japanese
Aunerican News in San Francisco.

The explosion of the war through the suspension of the paper threw me into
the Japanese Amorican Citizens League for which I had been the press agent. The
first month and a half seemed to produce worthwhile efforts to ameliorates the
confusion brought on by the war that outweighed the periodic more blatant uttesr-
ances of the JACL. But the JACL promotion became dominant and together with what
1 believed to be its short-sighted policy, I left that work. They were glad to
see me Zo too becauss my alien status was a constant threst of embarrassment to
them. I started to work with thse FOR youth office in Berkeley but soon the news-
papers carried stories and pictures of the evacuation that had been started. When
pictures appeared of their arrival in Manzanar, I thought it was time to go home
and see what could be done about getting the family out of the mess. I had an
idea about going back to ¥sllow Springs, Ohio.

Then I came nome'Waﬂneslay the family informed me that they had already made
arrangements to go voluntarily to Manzanar. Thsy were afraid to go out and pre-
ferred to accept the refuge the government was offering. I was offsred a chance
to go to New York to work wita A. J. Muste in the FOR office thers. Fare had been
arranged and the travel permit secured when the WCCA manager in Los Angeles talked
with me for an hour and convinced me that I should first go to lanzanar and observe
conditions at first nand of what the evacuses went through before going back to aid
in the individual rehabilitation efforts. So Iceams. Investigation here scon
showed that the inquiry as to how I could leave was answered by a flat no.

Soon after my arrival hers I was summoned to help in the inauguration of a
center newspaper. With a half dozen others and the public relations director we
produced the Manzanar Free Press — the name the choice of Bob Brown, our chief.
At first a bi-weekly, it is now issued every other day. I had not been too happy
to work on the paper because it was too obviously a morale building instrument as
well as a medium to give those outside a flattering picture of ths center. So I
applied for a release from the editorial board. This was not completely granted.
At present I am supervisor of the cub reporters, instructing them in newswriting
technique and giving me an opportunity to impress them with the responsibilities
of a medium through which public opinion is moulded.

When I first came here, the almost total absence of any criticisms, but rather
an effusive feeling of gratitude for this haven discouragsd me. Zven the ones who
had once been critical had apparently suspended their Judgement for the duration and
expressed pleasure at the benevolence of a government that provided them with food
and shelter. Thers were grumblings about the menu - beans and hash . meal after meal.
The dust winds was cause for murmurings. Housing accomodations in "basic structurass"
that were not dustproof or soundproof ani in which seven to eleven were expected to
use & room So that several familiss had to share a single room sometimes with evident
behavior problems caused some concera.

But all the concern was for their physigal well being. They were not cogrnizant
of the more pertinent moral and spiritual values which were at stake. They were not
So disturbed at their loss of frees action. They nad succombed to an impulse to save
their own skin for what paltry value it had without giving a thought that in running
into this "haven", they abandoned the rights and privileges for which they had b:en
entrusted to preserve and develop.
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However recently there has been a gradual change. People are becoming rgsentful
of having to stay cooped in their rooms, fugitives from the dust storms. Those who
are working are becoming alarmed because though some of them are beginning their
third month as the original volunteer workers they have yet to sed a cent in wages.
Others are awakening to the need for community activity, definite projects which will
use the efforts and energy of children as well as adults. Some with whom I nave talked
have declared that there is no use in trying to gloss over the fact that this is a
concentration camp. One has stated thet if a survey was to be taken and responses
given honestly, half of the camp would indicate that at the conclusion of the war they
would want to return ta Japan. That is a statement too terrific and I should find
some other corroboration before passing it on even to vou. But these things indicate
the change in attitude.

The adwinistration has sponsored a "self'-governing” pelicyyand as a step in this
direction they have sought popular elections for block leaders. But the most signi-
ficant aspect is that these meetings are in large part attended by the issei and kibei
and not the nisei. This last group waich had considersq themssives citizens and some=
times had boadted of the consseguent supseriority in status over their alien parents are
now a subdued disillusioned lot of cynicss

It's going to take a lo&bl of direction and effort to re-establish their faith in
a cause wihicn they believe lost. OSome wise administrator in San Francisco has the
idea of placing thed$e centers on & co-operative bagis. They want to establish co-op
stores and use co-op methods to progress community intercourse. But on the cother hand
we have this "Voluntary Work Corps" staring us in the face. The alternative is not
pleasant for apparently at this writing "voluntary" enlistment will be the prerequisite
to any participation in community projects. Yet because the work corps is such a com-
plete abdication of personal rights, sven those who had not given these things mueh
thought heretofore are rebeiling. Of course there are the pink-eyed optimists who see
god-like generosity in ail of these measures.

In such a closely closeted manner of living as we have here, it is next to impos-
sible to attempt any private living. The actions of everyone is subject to scrutiny
by his neighbors. The non-soundproof partitions make you an audience to your neighbor's
life involuntarily. We have had four marriages to date. The administration is offer-
ing these couples temporary privacy in a single room, but they cannot expect to keep
that for some rooms are carrying a load of eleven persons. While we had empty barracks
and hay stacks where mattresses were made, there wers opportunitiss for those with
easily rationalized morals. Today they are forced to greater ingenuity.

One other taing worthy of comment here is that as regards the JACL vs. the people,
the JACL is a much discredited organization. Its leaders have not besn abls to succeed
to similarly responsible positions here. Because the JACL lesaders held out andi remained
outside and were among the last to come in, the former "outs" had coms in first and
taken over the positions of responsibility. Hspecially among the sotthern California
folk, the response to the Citizens League was not as complzte as that in San Francisco.
They have seen that bald flag—waving has availed them nothing. It is possible that
faith can be re-instilied among the diffident majority.

To have the opportunity to record this possibility with scientific accuracy is a
work that appeals greatly to me. I suppose after the war is over I can have a report,
even though it be second hand, from many sources as to how the consegquences of war
rigors were met in normal communitiss. This endeavor to obsaerve analytically the growth
or disintegration of a people is an appalling thought, yet it is provoking.

Mari has said that Tule Lake has been chosen as the center to study. I wish it
could be Manzanar because I have developed a certain amount of pride, if such a thing
is possible. This is the first center and we seem to have the first licks at any
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propositions or problems that arise. We have had an administration that is sympathetic
and cooperative in its restricted way. The top offices have had a change in occupants
since the transfer of the center from the WCCA to the WRA. However our new head, Roy
L. Nash, has told us he was at one time - prior to the last war - esecutive secretary
of the NAACP. That might mean a lot, it might mean very little. Men can change in

& generation as is well attested by legions of living examples today.

However if Tule Lake is the choice, I would go there without any hesitance. Since
reading Mari's letter and your memo over last night several times, I have been thinkings
over its implications. I want to be with Mari as scon as possible. I know Mari is
well fitted for this sort of work and would enjoy it. So would I - enjoy it — my back-
ground is not particularly brilliant. I would feel it an honor to have this chance to
work with you and be under your supervision. Mari and I can work as a team though I
suppose this job is more actually hers than mine. There is ons provision: I hope it
will be possible to skirt the enlistment in the Work Corps and work independently of
it. I'm not sure whether any larger compensation is permissible than that determined
by the WRA. But these are all details that can be ironed out after we have a chance
to talk it over with you - if you decide to accept us.

Sincerely yours,

Akl

Sam Hohri
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De&r jiiss Galbreith:

I had hoped to write immediately after receiving your letter Tuesday — but I
was not able to see either Fred Tayama or Kiyoshi Higashi that =svening. Although
I have left the Free Press for further fresdom to observe more of what was going
on among the inmatss than was possible to know in the administrative offices, I
was subsequently corralled to help Larry Collins and Lee Pooifﬁ%tart putting this
camp on a co-op basis.

That wasn't quite so bad but now I've accepted "temporary" temployment as an
interviewer for the WRA census to be taken in all of these centers. I will be
working with 24 others here. I accepted the work because it was only temporary
and they needed interviewers - and I thought even though the data gathered from
the questions were to be regarded as confidential, I might discover leads that I
could follew through on my own hook for our work. I hope that line of reasoning
is tenable.

But this ascignment involves class instruction tist goes on even in ths even-—
ings and might take more time than I had counted on giving to it. All of this has
forced me to delay writing to you.

I have started to gather the data you requested on propsrty losses of Japanese
in Southern California. Becauss I am understood to be writing to a number of people
in reporting the effects of evacuation, the securing of the nesded data will not be
50 diificult. I already have lsads and have the expressions of cooperation from the
ones who can provide me with material; not only Tayama and Higashi, but Togo Tanaka
and Tad Uyeno (editorial staff of the Rafu Shimpo), Joe Masaoka (brother of Hike)
and others.

Over tnis week-end I hope to have the information completed and will ssnd them
on to you as soon as possible. There is one sidelignt to the losses incurred. The
evacuees from Terminal Island are among the largest groups from any single locality’
that nawe been moved here. The bitterness of these people and their sensitiveness
about any glossing over of the causes for evacuation is most evident here for these
are the people who wers victimized the most as a conssqusncs of their 48 hours notice
to vacate their homes, following assurancss of naving much longer tims.

For your leads in and around Tulare countyy I am sure that liari will be glad to
provide you with leads. Saburo Kido, national ;resident of the JACL, is caught in
that evacuation as is Sim Togasaki in Pulare, who had moved his Mutual Supply company
irom San Francisco that he might carry on his business during the war, We lived in
Dinuba for a while many years ago and Rev. K. Imei of the Japansse Methodist church
there may be able to give you some data. Dad was planning to zo there upon his re-
Lease from Ft. Missoula but he came here instead tnis week.

I have met Dr. Genevieve Carter, who has come nere to be our superintendent of
public education, and she and I both wish to be remembered to Dr. Thomas. She has
offered me her help in compiling data for our work.

Sincerely pyours,

M-
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Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington
May 15, 1942

Dr. Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural Economics
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

Thank you for sending the letter to
lr. Turner. I have been unable to see him
as yet, I believe he is visiting in San Fran-
cisco, but I Bhall make his acquaintaence at
the earliest opportunity.

Thank you, also, for your comments on
my little publication orf the Japanese in
Seattle. It was originally done for my mas-
ter's thesis, and it shows all the inadequacies
of an immature work. However, I believe the
descriptive material, as far as it goes, is
fairly accurate. I shall send you a copy in
the hope that you may find some use for it.

“incerelv yours,
e M s U
Frank Mi moto

v 7% Zz;;_m,
i’ﬂ,%%ﬂ
e oz L i A
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Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington
May 22, 1942

Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas
Agricultural HEconomcis
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

T have just noted that in the WRA bulletin "The
War Relocation Work Corps" it is stated on page 8 under
the title Obligations of Enlistee:
"The enlistee assumes certain definite obligations
when he enlists:
Fidpt--He agrees to serve as a member of the Corps
for’ the duration of the war, and for 14 days after

+the end of the war.

. . .

item 4---He may be granted furloughs for

Third,
for work in agricultural, industrial, or in other
private employment, and while on such furlough
will pay for the support of any dependents who may
pemain at Relocation Centers.'

These obligations would apply to any enlistee to the
Tulelake Relocation Area., Would you kindly inquire whether
these obligations would hold in the case of my wife and me?"
As you declared earlier, it is imperative that I be free
to withdraw from the restricted zone if I am to make use
of the field fellowship. lioreover, it would be impossible
for me to support anyone other than my wife and I on the

fellowship.
Sincerely yours, £Z¢d:;gi—f/

Frank lMiyamoto
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Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington

Dr. Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural HEconomieés
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

Thank you for your very sincere letter of lay 23rd. Your
letter gives me an appreciation of the problems that have been
confronting you in your relations with the governmental offieces,
not to mention the question of getting funds for your study.
Please do not be teo much concerned about my problem immediately.
Only a few days ago I received word from the Research Council
that the submission of my new program could be postponed until
gsuch time as I could see you. MNMoreover, there is no urgent need
for me to draw funds from the fellowship. Since the Council has
given a blenket approval of a program written with your advice,

I feel that it is only a matter of time until I receive an uncon-
ditional award from the Council.

Of course, I should go ahead with the submission of a tenta-
tive plan to you. At the moment, however, I am writing an article
for THE ANNALS of the Academy of Political and Social Science, and
I haven't gotten around to doing some of the other things that I
should be doing. THE ANNALS is coming out with an issue on "Minori-
ty Groups in Wartimes", and I was requested to submit something
on the Japanese. I received the request, and accepted it, prior
to hearing from the Council, and I did not amticipate being caught
by the demands of the evacuation and the Council. However, the
article will be completed very shortly.

Calvin Schmid was here today and I had a few minute's chat
with him. You may have heard that his wife was critically - & 104
but that she is better now. He mentioned the support you have
given my project, and gave me some additional idea®concerning the
nature of your project. I think I understand the resistance you
encountered in the case of Dr. Dedrick, for Schmid said something
about the two of them hoping to work out a project with the data
on the Japanese which they've amassed. I hope you will forgive
my mentioning an incident about Dr. Dedrick, but I find it amus-
ing. I first heard of Dr. Dedrick while I was assisting Stouffer
at Chicago and he spoke of the former as one of the keen statis-
ticians at Washington. A few days later a very tired but busy-
looking man came into our office asking for Stouffer when he was
out. He offered to wait in the outer office until Stouffer's re -
turn, though God only knows when Stouffer comes and goes, but the




next thing I knew I found this gentleman very much asleep at one
of the desks. \hen he later awoke, he mumbled something to me
about having been too busy to sleep for the past two nights, and
then requested, "Please tell Stouffer that Dedrick was here,"

I quite agree with your judgment of lir. Provinse's letter.
His suggestion that you shift the emphasis to matters of prac-
tical import is surely, as you say, "irrelevant." Concerning
the question of my employment at a fellowship rate, I wonder if
that need be a difficult point considering that pre-doctoral fel-
lowghips are a separate sward from grants-in-aid? I am glad to
know, however, that trained anthropologists are being used in the
War- Relocation Authority.

In my work here at Camp Harmony I have noticed that no stand-
ard form is being used to take the census of the population here.
The kind of data gathered therefore is the responsibility of the
census officer in each camp, but this may give rise to non-com-
parable data as well as to shortcomings resulting from inexperience.
what do you think of suggesting to the WRA that they work up a
standard form/fo be used in all the camps, \with the aid of persons
like yourself? I should think that both the WRA and the WCCA
would desire a careful census of the population in the camps.
FPerhaps they have such forms already about whieh I do not know,

An advance crew left our camp last Tuesday for Tulelake.
I would have gone with them if were not necessary to sign up for
specific jobs. However, my wife and I are prepared to leave
whenever arrangements are made for the transfer.

Sincerely yours,

‘TZEZzawj‘é7izzi,¢ar;;;%?k-—

Frank lMiyamoto
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Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington

Dr. Dorothy Swsine Thomas
Agricultural Economics
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

As you see by the address, I am now at
the assembly center in Puyallup. So'far I hawve
been unable to do any work due to the inadequacy
of our quarter. If I were alone, roughing it,
1 would make anything do for a workshop, but
with my wife and her parents to wccommodate, I
have been forced to run around looking for some-
thing better than these quarters, which were
originally condemed by medical authorities,
but forcibly used due to orders,.

I received your instructions to observers
in camps, and shall follow the suggestions there.
Both my wife and I shall keep a diary of all
we hear and see. I have been appointed the
headguarter's staff as Relocation Officer, my
function being to relocate persons who desire
to get out of the military area. The work en-
tails giving over several hours a day, but it
is a good point of entree, and will permit my
resigning when the organization has been set
up and I have trained someone under me.

I shall try to write out my proposed field
program before your arrival here so that you
may criticize it when you are able to make your
trip north. Trusting that you will be able to
visit the camp soon, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Erank Miw ;i:jzt;¥




