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Iv.y dear  Mast er  J ames- -

I daho Mo o i l e Camp #5 
Raoer  , I d go 

I  r ec ei ved your  ext r emi t y unf unny l e t t e r  t he o t her  day and ai ' er  
r eadi ng i t  wi t h a gr eat  de 1 o i n d u l g e n c e , dec i ded t o oost pone 
i .r i t i n � you f o r  a f ew dfr- s t o ouni  shx you . . . and so t he del ay . 

Your  " I  r ead your  l e t  er  t o Ch l as t  n i gh t , and I  must  sa;y i t  was a 
Door  ; ob of  comp s t i i o n" r emi nds me of  t he C r ammar si an I  had f o r  � 
f o r  a comp cour se onc e. He t ook t he ut most  del i ght  i n mar k i ng l i t t l e 
cu l eycews and ?s and g r . s on my "o&per s - - t o cor r ec t  mi nor  det a i l s 
of  s t r uc t ur e, e t c . , whi ch d i d n ' t  change t he compos t i t i on mat er i a l l y , 
anyhow. 

As I  p l a i n l y s a i d , I  have swor n o f f  ol a.yi ng ook er , al t hough I  must  
admi t  I  l o s t  anot her  do l l  r  bef or e I  d i d . And :oday comes a f et her l y 
bi t  of  adv i c e f r om Chas : "And you had be i t er  i v e up ol a. i n/ poker  e-
cause you ar e a l ous y p l ay er . Your  ac i a l  at t i t udes and gener al  emo-
t i o an&l i  by . . . g i v e you away ever y t i em. o i  v.re j us t  not  cut  out  t o 
be a gambl er , so you had bet t er  l eave i t  a l r ne. Me t oo . J ames i s 
st  U at  i t  o c c as i o nal l y , but  he i s get t i ng over  t he f ev er . ' 1 

I  shoul d say t hat  your  "hy o o er i t i c al l y your s M i s t y p i c al l y c o l l eg i at e . 
I n f ac t , obv i ous l y so . l eas e t r y t o be mor e s ubt l e, � ames. 

Say "hel l o " t o dr o f o r  me, wi l l  you, and t el l  hi m t hat  I ' v e me t  a 
f el l o w Hawai an her e. i e ' s Ko i  Ar i yoshi  - -  U of  Geor gi a School  ot  
t  our m l i sm gr aa was bor n i n Haw i i  , and at  ended t he U o Hawai i  
wi t h Hi r o , w,.om he r ec a l l s as an "ext r emel y i n t e l l i gen t " s t udent . 

J- 'he gent l eman ear ner s i s do i ng a l l  r i ght  except  f o r  h i s t ai l bone-
- i  -  £ c h t o beat  a l l  hel l  about  t wo mi nut es a f t e r  s t ar t i ng t i me i n 

he mor ni ng and c ont i nuui ng a l l  day . He i s not  compl et el y s at i s i ed 
wi t h h i s mi ser l y s al ar y of  $3 a day , but  he der i ves xxxxxsx a sor t  
of  gr i m s at i s f ac t i o n f r om knowi ngng t hat  t he whi t e c o l l a r  p r es t i ge 
l abor er s at  Panf o ar e r ec ei v i ng but  i  50 cent s a day f o r  t h e i r  un-
pr oduc t i ve wor k . 

i  ost  of  t he f e l l  ws ar e her e t o wor k ; some want  t o have a 'hel l  of  a 
good t i me". The suk- suk houses of  Bur l ey , a t own ab ut  9 mi l es west  
of  uo er t , ar e I r eady doi ng r us hx bus i nes s f o r  - he i x t  new t r ade, 
and g i r l s ar e sai d t o be es pec i al l y f ond o t he mi ni s c ul e peni s es 
of  t he J ao s . Ruper t , of  c our s e, I s c l ean, but  j .ur l ey can be r eached 
i n a. f ew mi n t es by bus , and t her e eern t obe no r es t r i c t i o ns on t r  -
v e l . So :ar . Per haps t he o f f i c i a l s a r en ' t  "wi s e" as y et . 

J us t  one mor e l i t t l e det a i l . As yo u pr obabl y k now, I  am mak i ng money 
hand over  f i s t . I  am l ousy wi t h money. I  ha - e t oo much money. I  

?ve so much money I  f i ust  do n ' t  know what  t o do wi t h i t . Now I  know 
you have sus t ai ned some ver y sever e l o s s es p l ay i ng f̂ cker . And bei ng 
i l l  r u i s t i c a l l y i nc l i ned , I  o f  cour se cannot  l et  such a s i t uat i o n 
s t and. Ther ef or e I  am enc l os i ng a ( t obesur e) smal l  sum of  ;4. 00 
wi t h whi ch you may do a - yt hi ng you l i k e . And anyt  .me you need any-
t h i ng l i k e c � ndy , or oph l a t i c s , 3"i M£ s , Shake spea ma n opus es , et c . , 
l ust  l et  me know, and I ' l l  t r y my best  t odo what  I  c an. 

Wang.  ̂





J une 29, 194¿ Monday 
I daho Mobi l e Camp#5 
Ruper t , I daho 

Dear  Chas , 
You under r at e my WI LL POV/ ,R, dear  Chas , My poker  p l ay i n days ar e over . Def i n i t e l y . 
But  I  nave a conf ess i on t o make. I  s t i l l  do ha ê my shi r t  l e f t , t hank G- od̂ ' and not  
my l uck or  my poker  f ac e. 
Pa- oa Ki kuchi  wooul d be r un i nt o t he gr ound i f  he came her e and t r i ed t o make a l i v -
i ng at  75 per . Local  r at e her e i s 35 ( i t em f o r  Ri pl ey ) . Br ead i s 10 and 12 cent 's. 
Haven't  you hear d of  t he b i l l i o ns of  pounds of  excess wheat  we h; ve and whi ch we 
ar e goi ng t o use t o f eed t he post war  wor l d? Ot her  cos t s of  l i v i ng have not  gone UP 
much'- -  not  enough t o af f ec t  us . mmmmmtm. mmm We have been payi ng about  50 t o 70 
cent s a day f o r  f ood, and we've been havi ng st eaks or  chops ever y day. Typi cal  menu: 
Br eak f as t �Bac on, t wo egss sunny s i de UP , t o at t , but t er , c o f f ee, sugar , cr eam, f r i ed 
pot at oes ; Lunch- - sandwi ches, f r u i t , cupcake; di nner : por kchoos , appl esauce, peas an 
c ar r o t s , br ead, t es , et c . 
How har d do you wor k?" Ar e you k i ddi ng? Beet  t hi nmmng ( whi ch i s now over  ) i s 
st oop l abor  t hat  i s st oop l abor . You wor k so har d t hat  most  of  t he t i me you ar e  ̂
goi ng on zsoBBCxmt s. Somet i mes you f eel  l i k e c r y i ng, you hur t  so much. I t  i s axi o-
mat i c wi n medi c i ne, I  t h i nk , t hat  you begi n t o f eel  t he af f ec t s of  ac c i dent s , such 
as br oken bones , year s a f t er  t he dat e of  t he act ual  ac c i dent . I  r emember  once s i t t -
i ng down har d on t he l i t t l e bones at  t he t ai l  end of  my spi nal  col umn ab ut  t hr ee 
year s ago. I t  hur t  f o r  about  a week, and t hen 1 gor got  a l l  about  i t . Tal k about  
t he s i ns of  t he f at her  . . . t he"s i ns "o f  t he past  ar e now cat chi ng up wi t h me. That  
st oop l abor  r eal l y br i ngs out  t hat  pai n i n t he t a i l . But  . . . t hat ' s al l  over  now. 

The onl y spar e t i me we'have i s on our  days o f f . And s i nc e we've been di scour aged 
by t he 1 w" aver age r ace of  'oay ( about  $3.50 a day ) , we'v e been t ak i ng t wo and t hr e 
days o f f  a week. Of  cour se we' l l  s et t l e down ' l a t er ' , manana. At  any r at e, on t hee 
days we usual l y spend t he mor ni ng l aund r i ng, c l eani ng up, e t c . , and go t o t or n i n 
�che af t er noon. Some of  t he f el l ows go t o t he movi es , see Su l l i v an 's T r avel s , Twi n 
Beds . Ot her s Bowl . Iviy hi ghest  sc< r e made i n t he f i f t h game I ' v e pl ayed i n my l i f e : 
182. Aver age: about  120. Then of  cour se t her e ar e t he t eas and PTÁ meet i ngs whi ch 
ar e open t o t he publ i c . However , t he mor e sophi s t i cat ed seem tt o al wayé dr i f t  t owar d. 
%x±&,mxm±±- &£ Bur l ey , a gl i t t er i ng c i t y of  ev i l  about  t en m l es áv .̂y, t o P l ay an 
i n t er  s t i ng game c al l ed "Suk" by t he i s l ander s . I t l sExmx somet hi ng l i k e pok r . I t  
seems i t  t akes a pai r  t o open, t hough of t en t hr ee of  a k i nd may pl ay i n a hand known 
as Lucky P i er r e. A f u l l  houáe al ways wi ns , and 'Madam" al ways r akes i n . The onl y 
s t r ai ght  t hat  amount s t o anyt hi ng i s f our  Roses ( t wo bi t s a t hr ow ) , and f l us hes 
do n' t  mean a t h i ng as al l  col or s i n any sui t  ar e al l owed. No di s c r i mi nat i on, you 
s ee. 
The*camp has a r ec r eat i on pr ogr am, and now t hat  we'v e moved t o a CCC camp ( about  
4 mi l es t o Bur l ey now; addr ess t he same ) , a r ec r eat i on hal l  and an educat i  n bui l -
d i ng. Ther e ar e" pool  t abl es i n r ec ha l l , and eas i l y i mpr ovi sed poker  t abl es i n 
ed. 
We moved i nt o t h i s CCC camp yes t er day , t he i r s t  day I  ha&x been up s i nce c o l l aps i ng 
I n t he f i el ds f r om a hi gh f ever *- i nduced by a s i  ght  case of  meas l es , and wer e quar -
t er ed i n t any s t y l e b r r acks ho l di ng 43 men api ec e. The pl ace i s compl et e wi t h 
bar ber  shop and swi mmi ng pool  ( t hough, l i k e Tanf or an, i t  has been t oo cool  f o r  
P l easur abl e swi mmi ng ) . 
T h d̂ t o V u e h and l aus h when you asked " . . . wh a t  ar e you doi ng i n your  spar e t i me, . I' 
and t hen, l at er  ̂ don t̂  t r y t o ^e l l  me t hat  you st ay home and r ead bookos ever y 

- - To be per f ec t l y hones t , I  d i dn ' t  have a ver y hi gh f ever , nor  di d I  c o l l aps e. 
How v er , I  di d f eel  l i  e c o l l aps i ng. Anyway, as Tar o wi l l  t e l l  you, t he bas i c 
f ac t s ar e t r ue* and t h i s way, i t ' s mor e dr ahamat i c . 
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' gh t , e i t her . " I  don' t  know what  you mean t o be "honest  about  l i f e but  i t  smel l s 
t o hi gh heaven of  a c o l l egi at e ver s i on of  "f ac t s of  l i f e " ; and i f  you mean bei ng 
honest  i n t hat  way, I  am bei ng a good, l i t t l e , honest  Amer i can. 

The onl y r eason you ar e get t i ng a pr ompt  r esponse i s t hat  t he nur se has gr ounded 
me f o r  a f ew day s , and henc e, I  have had a l o t  of  t i me on my hands . However , 
I ' l l  not  be expect i ng a l et t er  � r om you i mmedi at el y , because y o u ' l l  pr obabl y be 
busy t ur ni ng out  t hat  bexeh f our t een page To t al i zer  - - a sheet  f o r  ever y day of  
t he week, , 
The To t al i zer , i s , i n a wor d, damngoodr  J - he REVI EWI NG STAND, PO I  CE BUT T E R , 
HORSES MOUTH, KI TCHEN, WI TH THE WOMEN POLE e. t he s e ar e t he s t andout s , i  ne poi nt  
whi ch di s pl eas es me: f ,our  CK"di d t h i s ", "out  OK" di d t hat . Why no t , "our  dar l i ng 
OK" asked t h i s or  t hat ? And I  mi ssed Mr . I s s e i ' s opi ni on i n t he l at es t . Or  was 
he an er sat z I s ei  anyway? The guy was t oo good t o be t r ue. 

( ne t hi ng ever yone no t i c es about  y ou, Chas , i s not  your  p . o . * U , not  even your  un-
shi ned shoes, no , noneof  t hese cor r ec t abl e f au l t s . I t  i s your  i nt o l er anc e. I n a 
wor d, you ar e a dar nnazi . Yes , "ar en t̂ j uyou i nt o l er ant , t hough". Let  t he J s use 
J apansy i f  t hey want  t o . He l l , t hey hav en' t  but  a f ew year s on t h i s oar a i s e we 
cal l  h e l l , anyway. Hel l , and i t  i s a hel l  of  a par adi s e, t o o , j toei i . That  uses up 
my quot a of  hel l s f o r  t he dur at i on. 
gaot ogs i x Have you ever  r ead What  Makes Sammy Run? ("The s k i l l f u l  ps yc hi at r i s t  
at t empt s t o conf use t he ^t r  nt  by r unni ng hi m t hr ough a s er i es of  ment al  hur dl es , 
and t hen t hr ows an supposedl y meani ngl ess quest i on at  hi m. The ps yc hi at r i s t  must  
t hen at t empt  t o gl ean t he obv i ous f r om t he pat E&nt i s answer  or  answer s .1' Pr om 
P r i nc i p l es of  Psychi at r y, by Lodi bang and Chr i s t . (Al l mi ght y ) . 

V.hat  i s an agi t at o r ? An agi t at o r  i s a man, us ual l y unpai d, who has gi ven h i s l i f e 
t o t he Cause, and who t r i es har d but  vai nl y t o spr ead t i re gospel . The Oause may 
be any nne of  a number  of  d i f  er ent  Causey , bi g andS$j dSMr e, r angi ng f r om t he 
Communi st i c Cause, i hr i mghxi l aE t o t he Cause of  J ehovah's Wi t nesses . Or  i t  may be 
t he Democr at i c Cause. r i me Exampl e: Char l es K i k i c h i . He wi l l  be per secut ed by 
t he admi ni s t r at i on and t he peopl e t o whom he i s showi ng t he L i ght , The pr ophet , not  
Wang, has spoken. 

I  have f ound out  t  l at  a 1 t  of  J apanese ar e pr oud of  t h i r  r eput ai on as i m t at o r s . 
:he ot her  day , at  l unc h, t he f el l ows st ar t ed, one of  t hei r  bul l  sess i  i ns about  t he 

abi l i t y of  J apanese t o copy. An I s : ei  spoke UP and sai a a J apanese coul d xax&x&r  
Sax l ook over  a machi ne once, and have an exact  dup i c at e out  i n t wo weeks. L at er , 
he was seen gr avel y exami ni ng t he l at es t  pr oduct  of  McCor mi ck & Son, a beau i f u l  
al l ar oand f ar m t r ac t o r  . . . . A Ni sei  t o l d a st or y about  an Amer i can and a J apane e 
who -  ent  t o Ger many bo i nspec t  her  l a ;exst  140 mm AA gun, Twon mont hs l a t er , so 
t he st or y went , t he J aps c me out  wi t  ha 140 mm AA gun. Of  cour se i t  was bet  ;er  
t han t h* r i g i na l , 

Much t o my di sgi r f est , I  have r un out  of  L i t er at y Pear l s f o r  K i k uc hi . Shel l  be 
count i ng on you f o r  t hat  seven sheet  To t al i z r . 

Y r s , 
Wang, 

A * p . o . : under ar m per spi r at i on odor . UseYodor a. 

./»- /i t hout  bi as or  pr ej udi c e of  any s o r t , I  shoul d say t h; t  t he To t al i zer  i s t hee 
'best  Cent er  "Bap r . I t  has one mi nor  aut t  v i s i b l e t o any damn f o o l ; I t  i s t he 
s i l l y s l ogan, "The Sum of  Cent er  L i f e ". Suggest i on ( and i t  wi l l  i mpor ove t he 
whol e makeup ) : '̂he New Yor k Ti mes of  Cent er  pap r sJ  "Sum" i s f l a t , l i f e l e s s , 
suggest s not hi ng but  Ar i t hmet i c pr obl em® and l edger s . Changee i t , change i t . 



November  27, 1942 
Mobi l e Uni t  # 5 
Ruper t , I daho 

Dear  Chas�: 

I ' v e been t oppi ng beet s and doi ng odd j obs f or  t he past  t wo 

mont hs her e i n Ru p̂er t . The wi nt er  hay J ob bl ew up. We've been 

l i v i ng out  on a f ar m doi ng our  own cooki ng, et c* Most  beet  hands 

have been l i v i ng i n camp about  a mi l e and a hal f  away. 

Yest er day was Thanksgi v i ng, and so we cel ebr at ed i n t he 

usual  manner * 

Dec . 1. Wi ndy and col d as hel l « 

Two r oast  and two sout her n f r i ed chi ckens . Cr anber r y sauce, 

pumpki n p i e, baked sweet  pot at oes, and, above a l l , a home atmos-

pher e. And i n t he evel ng hi t ch- hi ki ng i n t he snow ( i t  had snowed 

al l  day � my f i r s t  whi t e Thanksgi vi ng) t o Bur l ey . I t ' s easy t o 

hi t ch- hi ke, and we had no t r oubl e get t i ng i nt o t bwn. Goi ng back, 

we woul d t ake a t axi * 

I n t own, i t  was r ai ni ng, mel t i ng t he f r eshl y f al l en snow. 

J ohny, a f el l ow f r om Manzanar , Kaz and I  t ook i n a movi e � Gabl e 

and Tur ner  i n "Somewher e 1*11 F i nd you'1. Sexpl osi ve s t uf f . I t  

was t en by t he t i me we got  out ; and t her e i s supposed t o be a t en 

o 'c l ock cur f ew whi ch, however , no one seems t o obey. Ther e's a 

s t or y, i nc i dent al l y , behi nd t hat  cur f ew. 

Af t er  l eavi ng t he t heat r e, we st epped acr oss t he st r eet  t o 

Queens Caf e, a chop suey j oi nt  oper at ed by a J ap. Ever y ni ght  t he 

pl ace i s over - run wi t h J aps f r om t he l abor  camp, r emai ndi ng one of  

pr e- Pear l  Har bor  L i t t l e Tokyo. Anyway, i t  was her e at  t he Caf e 

t hat  t he t r oubl e st ar t ed t hat  ended up wi t h our  havi ng cur f ew sl ap-

ped on us . I t  had happened about  a week ago. I t  seems a t r i o of  

F i l i pi nos wi t h t he backi ng of  some of  t he t ougher  el ement s of  t he 
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l ocal  c i t i zenr y chal l enged f r i end J ohny t o f i ght  t he bat t l e of  

Bat aan a l l  over  agai n. J ohny got  i n one good punch (accor di ng t o 

hi s v er s i on) , and t hen f ound hi msel f  l ook i ng at  a kni f e i n t he 

hands of  hi s adver sar y . J ohny was l ucky , comi ng out  wi t h a super -

f i c i a l  cut  i n hi s r i ght  ar m» The l ocal  gendar mes r ef used t o pr o-

secut e, t hei r  onl y s t ep bei ng t o shi p "Sonny / /1*, t he of f endi ng 

at - em- and- kni f e- 'em ar t i s t , out  of  t he nei ghbor hood. (We l ear ned 

"Sonny 's " name under  even st eanger  c i r cumst ances at  an even st r anger  

p l ac e. About  t h i s l a t er . ) The WRA appar ent l y was l ook i ng t he ot teer  

way, s i nce t hey d i dn ' t  do anyt hi ng about  t he mat t er . 

We had had Thanksgi v i ng di nner  at  1 i n t he af t er noon, and 

now f i ndi ng our sel ves hungr y agai n, or der ed Por k noodl es , chow mei n 

and ot her  goodi es . Somebody went  t o t he "Cal i c o Cat " and came back 

wi t h a coupl e of  hal f  gal l on bot t l es of  Al t  Hei dl ebur g. But  a 

gal l on of  beer  doesn't  l as t  ver y l ong. Someone el se r et ur ned wi t h 

mor e. He al so br ought  back a quar t  of  G & W and a coupl e of  t een 

aged chi ppi es out  l ooki ng f o r  a cheap t h r i l l . We'd seen t hem her e 

at  t he Caf e bef o r e. F l os s i e and Bet t e. "Hot pant s" we cal l ed t hem. 

Al ways wi l l i ng t o be f r i endl y , but  not  go t he l i mi t . F l oss i e was 

dr essed i n a cheap bl ack cr epe dr ess and a f r azz l ed pur pl e and 

gr een checker ed c oat . She had a t i nsel ed r i bbon i n her  t hi ck br own 

hai r  whi ch she wor e i n a Gi nger  Roger s bob. Whi t e shoes t hat  had 

not  been c l eaned f o r  a week compl et ed her  at t i r e . Bet t e's c l ot hes 

wer e a l i t t l e mor e pr et ent i ous , but  j ust  as gaudy. A pl ai n bl ack 

dr ess t hat  showed her  f i gur e t o admi r at i on and an #8.95 coat  

t r i mmed wi t h an i mi t at i on f u r . They wer e nei t her  ugl y nor  pr et t y , 

but  mor e t han popul ar  because t hey wer e "s k i r t s " and t he J ap boys 

wer e woman hungr y. 

By el even we wer e a l l  f eel i ng h i gh. The gi r l s wer e get t i ng 

h o mi er  and hor ni er . They sang di r t y songs wi t h t hei r  cheap, 
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t i nny vo i ces , soundi ng not  unl i ke t hose Bur l esque chor uses : 

The f i r s t  l i t t l e mai d f r om Canada 

Sai d her  - � � as b i g as t he moon» 

A man cl i mbed up i n December  

And never  came down H i l l  J une, 

Oh, t i c k l e my t i t s and bel l y , 

And smel l  of  t he s l i my s l ew, 

Rat t l e your  nut s acr oss my gut s , 

I *m one of  t he r i i or ey c r ew. 

Thr ee of  us got  ut  t o l eave. "Wher e ya go i n !? f t  asked 

F l o s s i e. hTO get  mor e cor nsqueezi ngs,11 we l i ed . 

We wal ked ar ound t he cor ner  and upst ai r s t he back way. Kay 

knew us , and she l et  us i n . "Awf ul l y busy t o ni ght , " she s ai d, " m i  

have t o put  you i n t he bat hr oom." We s ai d t hat  was okay wi t h us» 

Kay f o l l owed us i nt o t he bat hr oom and sat  down wi t h us . "Who 

have you got  t oni ght ? " we asked. 

"Onl y Sue and J er r y , " Kay s ai d, "Won't  t hat  be enough, honey?" 

"What  happened t o Penny?" 

"Penny 's not  her e anymor e." 

"How come . . . ? " 

"Oh, you know how i t  i s . They get  t i r ed of  t he same hol e 

a l l  t he t i me. " 

"L i k e husbands?" we c r acked. 

"Y eh. Y o u 'd be sur pr i sed how many mar r i ed men come up. Ther e 

was one f el l ow f r om t hat  l abor  camp who sent  hi s wi f e back eas t , he 

got  t hat  st uck on Penny, He t o l d her  he was i n l ove wi t h her , and 

Penny got  so af r ai d she woul dn't  go i nt o a r oom wi t h hi m. You know 

how t hey get . She was af r ai d he ' d pul l  somet hi ng f unny ." Kay t o l d 

us how t hi s guy had sent  hi s wi f e and k i d back and had asked hi s wi f e 
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f or  a di vor ce. Seems he had a whi t e wi f e, she had j ust  had a baby, 

and f r om l ast  r epor t s , was expect i ng anot her  one and had wr i t t en 

back t o her  husband t hat  i f  he di dn't  cal l  o f f  t he di vor ce, she 

woul d k i l l  her s el f . We r ecogni sed t he f el l ow f r om what  Kay t o l d us . 

I ' d known hi m i n Los Angel es . He had been dr unk cont i nuousl y f or  

about  a mont h. The ppor  bast ar d had got t en hi msel f  i nt o more t r oubl e 

t han he coul d handl e. He was a qui et , sens i t i ve guy who al ways st r uck 

me as one who di dn' t  bel ong i n any cr owd. He was wel l  educat ed, coul d 

speak and wr i t e bot h Engl i sh and J apanese f l uent l y , and was, above 

a l l , wel l  manner ed. He had been wi t h us f or  a whi l e out  at  t he hay 

r anch, and he used t o t el l  us t hat  t he onl y r eason he'd got t en mar r i ed 

was because he had "knocked up" t he gi r l  and had t o t ake t he t r i p . 

He was at  once a pol i shed gent l eman*, a dr unkar d, a boast f ul  adol escent , 

and a nenot i c case. I  t hi nk t hat  t hi ng t hat  bot her ed hi m most  was 

t hat  he f anc i ed hi msel f  as a per secut ed J ap l i v i ng under  t he f l uct uat -

i ng good and i l l  gr aces of  whi t e peopl e. He t ol d me once t hat as 

l ong as J apanese l i ved i n Amer i ca, t hey woul d have t o expect  di s-

c r i mi nat i on. 

I  was t hi nk i ng about  t hi s guy, and wasn't  payi ng at t ent i on 

t o Kay, who had gone babbl i ng on. Now she was sayi ng, " I  r emember  

a F i l i p i no who got  st uck on one of  my g i r l s . I n Sacr ament o. He 

t r i ed t o k i l l  her . You c an't  t ur st  t hem. They 'r e t r eacher ous.w 

"We t hought  onl y J aps wer e t r eacher ous ." 

"Wel l , I  don't  know. Ther e's a F i l i p i no named Sonny who 

al ways comes up her e, but  I  won't  l et  hi m i n . He's al ways t r y i ng 

t o st ar t  t r oubl e, get t i ng i nt o some ki nd of  f r acas al l  t he t i me. 

"And anyway, he comes up w i t h a coupl e of  whi t e boys , and I  

can't  l et  hi m i n . I  t el l  hi m I 'm t oo busy, and he says, «Yeh, you 

busy wi t h J ap bo y s . ' I  t el l  hi m t her e's not hi ng wr ong wi t h J apanese 
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boy s . They (r e Amer i can bo r n. I 'm Russ i an, but  I 'm Amer i can, t oo . 

f You l i k e J ap boys ,* Sonny says , and I  t el l  hi m, 'Sur e, I  do . ' 

And boy , i f  l ooks coul d k i l l , I ' d be dead now.* 

wI s Sonny s t i l l  ar ound," we asked. 

"No, he doesn't  come ar ound anymor e. I  t hi nk he got  i nt o 

some sor t  ot  ' f r a c as ' , and so he had t o l eave t own.w And so t h i s 

had been t he f at e of  our  kni f e ar t i s t  f r i end. 

Back at  t he Caf e, t he dr i nk i ng bout  «as s t i l l  goi ng st r ong* 

One of  t he gi r l s was danci ng wi t h a J ap t o t he t une of  "J ukebox 

Sat ur day Ni ght 11. A queet  s t ep cal l ed t he "I daho s hag". A f el l ow 

named N had t he ot her  back i n t he cor ner  of  a boot h f eedi ng her  a 
% 

l i ne and pl y i ng her  wi t h G&W. She woul d dr i nk a l i t t l e whi ckey, 

make a f ac e, spl ut t er , and down hal f  a gobl et  of  wat er . She k i ssed 

N wi t h wet  bl ubber y l i p s . Then l ook i ng up and spyi ng J ohny, she 

c al l ed t o hi m. "Come on over  and have a l i t t l e f un,11 she s ai d, 

"Don't  st and t her e l ooki ng so so l emn." J ohny l aughed and s ai d he 

was a l l  r i ght  wher e he was . N t ook advant age of  t he i nt er upt i on 

t o excuse hi msel f  f or  t he moment  t o go t o t he "c an" i n t he back 

r oom. She wasn't  t her e when he got  bac k . Her  br ot her  had come 

f or  her  and she had l e f t , uns t eadi l y . J ohny and t he ot her  g i r l , 

F l o s s i e, wer e danc i ng, and N l ooked at  t hem env i ous l y , and, I  

t hought , wol f cf l shl y. 

I  went  out s i de t o get  a br eat h of  f r es h a i r , wal k i ng ar ound 

t he bl oc k , and when I  got  bac k , t her e was an af t er - t heat r e cr owd 

of  whi t e peopl e i n t he Caf e. F l os s i e had deser t ed her  J ap f r i ends 

and was maki ng mer r y wi t h t wo cor n- f ed l ads . 

J ohny, Kaz and I  went  t o an unoccupi ed boot h t o shoot  t he 

bu l l . Pr esent l y N l ef t  hi s seat  and wal ked t owar d us . He was dr unk . 
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"J ohny ," he s ai d, n I  got  i t  a l l  f i gur ed out . I  do n' t  want  

you t o come her e anymor e." 

"Wai t  a mi nut e . . . " 

" I  got  i t  a l l  f i gur ed o ut , " N i nt er r upt ed. "You'r e t he cause 

of  a l l  t he t r o ubl e her e t o n i î t . I f  I  ever  cat ch you her e agai n, 

I 'm goi ng t o knock your  bl ock o f f . Under st and? Under st and?" 

Appar ent l y , U r esent ed t he g i r l s ' at t ent i on t o J ohny. J ohny sai d 

he under st ood. But  N woul dn't  l et  i t  go at  t hat . He gr abbed J ohny 's 

ar m, l eadi ng hi m out s i de. 

"Come on out  t o t he a l l ey , " he s ai d, "I ' m goi ng t o knock hel l  

out  of  y o u . " We f o l l owed t hem out s i de and t hey vani shed i nt o t he 

a l l ey . 

Pr et t y soon N came back al one. He was c us s i ng. "That  chi cken 

shi t  bas t ar d, " he was say i ng, "he r an away. I ' v e been i n a l ot  of  

f i ght s wi t h t hat  San Pedr o gang, but  none of  t hem r an way l i ke thfct  

damned J ohny ." 

N' s f r i end s ai d, "Why don't  you gt aeg f or get  i t . You'r e dr unk . 

" I  know I 'm dr unk ," he s ai d, "and t hat 's why I 'm goi ng t o 

beat  hi m up. Tomor r ow I ' l l  be sober , and I ' l l  be a gent l eman. But  

t oni ght  I 'm dr unk and I 'm goi ng t o beat  hi m up . " They hust l ed hi m 

o f f  t o a t ax i , and l ef t * 

J ohny appear ed, wal k i ng back nonchal ant l y . 

"That  bas t ar d went  and puTbd a kni f e on me," he s ai d, "so I  

t ur ned t a l l  l and r an l i ke h e l l . I ' v e been st abbed once bef o r e, and 

I  don't  want  t o be k ni f ed aga i n . " I t  was 2 i n t he mor ni ng. 

L i f e her e i s not  j ust  wor k i ng, eat i ng and s l eepi ng as you've 

pr obabl y gat her ed al r eady f r om what  I ' v e wr i t t en. The t hi ng I  l i ke 

bes t  i s t hat  we'r e f r eer  t han we've been s i nce Pear l  Har bor . We'r e 
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f r ee t o do anyt hi ng but  t r avel  back t o Cal i f or ni a � and no one seema 

t o want  t o go back t her e. The peopl e of  I daho ar e t wi ce as f r i endl y 

as t hose back on the coast . 

For  t he past  t wo weeks I ' v e been s i t t i ng ar ound doi ng not hi ng 

except  wai t i ng f or  my t r ansf er  t o Cody t o come t hr ough? t hough 

when i t ' s not  snowi ng or  r ai ni ng, I 'v e been hel pi ng f ar mer  Val l es 

put  up hi s machi ne shed. M0st  of  t he vol unt eer  wor ker s f r om Eden, 

Manzanar  and Tanf or an have gone back t o t he cent er s, onl y a skel et on 

cr ew of  about  75 r emai ni ng. More ar e due t o l eave f or  Manzanar  to-

day. The camp manager  hopes t o keep at  l east  f i f t y boys i n camps, so 

t hat  t he wor ker s next  spr i ng wi l l  have a wel l  or gani zed pl ace t o aome 

back t o . 

A l et t er  f r om P i er r e. The guy has f al l en i n l ove5 and i t  

seems he had a t er r i f i c st r uggl e t ear i ng hi msel f  away f rom hi s 

bel oved t o cont i nue hi s educat i on i n Phi l l y . No i nt el l ect ual  

f r i endshi p, t h i s . Pi er r e hi nt s t hat  t her e ar e physi cal  f eel i ngs 

i nvol ved, and even goes as f ar  as t o t al k about  mar r i age. He says 

she i s "pur e and v i r t uous". Per sonal l y, I  t hi nk mar r i age woul d 

br i ng t oget her  t he l oose ends i n P i er r e's l i f e . But  I  woul d be t he 

l ast  per son t o Beat r i cef ai r f ax Pi ar r e i nt o mar r i age. 

Pl ease keep your sel f  pur er  t han ever  t o at one f or  my s i ns . 

(S) Wang 

P .S. Gi ve my "l ove" t o Sacheko. She's a sweet  k i d. 



Char l i e: 
I n some ways i t  se ::ms st r ange t hat  t he pr obl em of  t  ie J apanese woul d 

i "ng us t oget her  agai n. The days of  t he Young Democr at s seem Many year s 
ago i n l i g it  of  what  i s happeni ng t oday. Yet  what  we wer e f i ght i ng f or  
i n t hose days hangs i n pr ecar i ous bal ance. Ar chi e i nf or med me v i a l et t er  
t hi s week t hat  t he l ocal  br anch of  t he NLG Has goi ng t o ask t he Nat i onal  
Of f i c e t o del ve i nt o t he J apanese pr obl em and t hat  t her ef or e you want ei  
some .i nf or mat i on. I  don' t  know what  aspect  f  t he pr obl em t he NLG woul d 
be i nt er es t ed i n , but  some of  t he f ac t s t hat  I  have may proi ze nel pf ul  
t o your  or gani zat i on. 

Now t  e ma er i al  t hat  I  gi ve you wi l l  r el at e onl y t o t he t empor ar y 
r eset t l ement  phase of  t he J apanese i n t he San F r anc i sco iay Ar ea.who 
wer e evacuat ed t o t he Tanf or an  ̂ Assembl y Cent er  i n San Br uno, Cal i f o r ni a. 
I  wi l l  t r y t o gi ve you a pi c t ur e of  t he Assembl y Cent er  s i nce i t s i ncep-
t i on a ont h ago by" cat er ogi zi ng my obser vat i ons i nt o t he f o l l owi ng s i x 
di v i s i o ns : Camp Admi ni s t r at i on, Phys i cal  F ac i l i t i es , Food, Ser v i ces , 
Educat i on and Recr eat i on and Mor al e. 

Camp Admi ni s t r at i on 

The admi ni s t r at i ve per sonnel  of  t h i s Cent er  i s i n t he hands men who 
wer e f or mer l y wi t h t he WPA. The whol e Nor t her n Cal i f o r ni a r egi onal  
o f f i c e was al most  moved i nt ac t  t o mangge t hi s Cent er . I r . Lawson who was 
f or mer l y ead of  t he Nor t her n Cal i f o r ni a Regi onal  o f f i c e of  t he 7pA i s 
"the manager  and Mr . Geo. Gr eene i s i n char ge of  t he communi t y wel f ar e 
dept . i 'he management  i s shot  f u l l  of  men who haven't  t he l eas t  concep-
t i on of  t  i e r obl ems f ac i ng t  ie gr o un.p None o t  em has have t he cour -
age and f or es i ght  t o i n i t i at e any t hi ngj AggS ĉ ŝ t r uc L i ve l i nes, nor  do 
tVieŷ  "aave_a pr oper  sense of  soc i al  at  t  ~ei r  . i a î )̂  ̂

¿ S r e t T e d T n a way s i nce the.y~~are gf j ûnder t Tf t g-  j ur i sdi c t i on oT"'t £l l Ar my  ̂
The i mpor t ant  Amer i can!zat i on"pr ogr am wasnSt Tgi ven much cons i der at i on. 
A f l ag r ai s i ng and t  e s i ngi ng of  God Bl ess Amer i ca seems t o sat i s f y t he 
Amer i cani zat i on pr obl em as f ar  as t he AMsi saHi xa management  i s concer ned. 
Ot her  l i ke pr obl ems ar e t r eat ed i n t he l i ke manner . 

The guest  s i t uat i on i s depor abl e. T .ey have t o wai t  i n a l ong l i ne 
out s i de on a dust y hi ghway somet i mes f or  near l y t wo hour s bef or e t hey 
ar e per mi t t ed i n and when t hey ar e i n t hey ar e al l owed onl y an hour  t o 
v i s i t . XME&xaKBXHHXEfaai EK t her e ar e no chai r s f or  t he guest s and no 
pr i vacy . T.i ey ar e not  ai i arcsst  per mi t  ed t o come t o out? s t al l s or  bar r acks . 
At  t he pr esent  t i me t he guest s ar e al l owed t o br i ng i n f ood , but  I  hear  
t hat  i n t he near  f ut ur e t hat  p r i v i l i ge wi l l  be t aken away. 

><adin t  r ough r ed t ape aKf t xkxKsaci KKaE  ̂ and t he bur eaucr at i c set - up 
i s a t er r i f i c - - b- r Ŝ̂ i  and a gr eat  obst ac l e t o camp mor al e. J  he. r ed t ape 
one has t o conf or ont  scar es anyone f r om i n i t i at i ng anyt hi ng whi ch woul d 
pr ove hel pf ul  t o l i f e i n camp. A aocKsXis somewhat  subt l e f or m of  censor -
shi p i s cl amped down on t he gr oup. Guest  ar en' t  al l owed t o t ake any 
t hi ng pr i nt ed or  wr i t t en out  of  camp. Ther e ar e no t el ephone or  wi r e 
f ac i l i t i es f oe t he r es i dent s i n camp, n̂y i nf or mat i on whi ch Ksaaaax 
emana t es f r om t hi s cent er  gEaxxxxaxt kaxi xaxi a get s out  onl y v i a mai l . 
I t  l ooks a l i t t l e suspi c i ous when our  f r i ends haven't  been get t i ng ou r  
mai l  on t i me, lwrt. somet i mes axwaxkxl at ax as much as a week l at e. News-  * 
paper s ar e sol d but  no maga i nes or  per i odi c al s . 2ver yt  l i ng t hat  goes V v 
i nt o" t  e Msixa camp newspaper  i s censor ed. Anyki nd of  pr i nt ed mat t er  *'� 
has t o be sasat i  passed upon bef or e i t  can be c i r cul at ed even pet i t i ons . 
No U r g e meet i ngs can be hel d wi t hout  t he ao r oval  of  t he admi ni st r at i on.-  ̂

The management  i s ver y c l osed mouth about  xmfauiHafcxaM gi v i ng out  
i nf or mat i on.of  anyk i nd. I t  was onl y l as t  week t hat  t he manager  gave out  
i nf or mat i on r egar i ng wages and hour s , axw&a appr oxi mat el y 10 af t er  t he 
st or y br oke i n t he met r opol i t an pr ess . 



The announcement  of  t he wages xxt t x&at t r sxfaxxf ckxxxxx t hat  woul d be pai d 
t he evacuees was a bi g bl ow t o mor al e. The l eas t  t hat  t hey expect ed 
was., t he amount /t hat  woul d be pai d t o t he Amer i can s o l Mer , $21 per  mont h. 
Ti  wor k c l as s i f i c at i o ns t hat  ar e goi ng t o be used ar e t i e ones used by 
t  e 'VPA whi ch i s o bs o l et e. i n many r espec t s . When payday comes ar ound 
t her e undoubt edl y wi l l  be pl ent y og gr umbl i ng and mi sunder s t andi ng. 

i 'he i nev i t abl e sex pr obl em i s not  bei ng f aced by t he management . They 
hav en't  pai d t oo much at t ent i on t o i t . Ther e ar e appr oxi mat el y 2000 s i ngl e 
men over  t he age of  18. Of  t hi s number  about  500 ar e al one wi t hout  any 
f ami l i es . On t he ot her  s i de you have awaxa many s i ngl e women, but  most  
of  t hem ar e l i v i ng wi t h f ami l i es . Si nce t her e i xxxxxxxi xxxj c i s n ' t  any 
pr i vacy , r ape cases may become numer ous. 

A xat k mont h has passed s i nce t he f i r s t  bus l oad of  evacuees wer e dumped 
i nt o Tanf or an, but  nar y xxxxxdt xf r Mxi ksxmxHagxmsoi f c an o f f i c i a l  wor d f r om' 
t he management  about  i ns i t ut i ng sel f  gover nment . At  t he pr esent  we have 
a t empor ar y counci l - of  f our  who no mor e r epr esent  t he peopl e t han I  
r epr esent  Her ber t  Hoover , ac t i ng i n f ckx an advi sor y capac i t y . They hhave 
no say i n f or mul at i ng po l i c i es . I t  seems t hat  t he l ocal  admi ni s t r at i on 
has some pr ej udi c e xgaxHaf cxxsK&xi xxsi FkKKS whi ch has n ' t  been as yet  
f u l l y expl ai ned agai ns t  soc i al  wor ker s . Many* t i mes one get s t he i mpr es-
s i on t hat  t he management  t hi nks t hat  t hey handl i ng al l  men by some of  
t hei r  xxfe- fcaflxx ac t i ons . I t  seems t hat  t hey f or get  t hat  women and smal l  
chi l dr en, o l d peopl e and t he di s abl ed and s i ck ar e i nvol ved and t hat  t hey 
al l  need i x&Xxfcr i taxi xxfcXExfciBHx t he i ndi v i dual  at t ent i on of  a wel l  t r ai ned 
soc i al  wor ker . 

Food 

Dur i ng t he f i r s t  week t he f ood s i t uat i on was i n a mess. Ther e was n't  
a k i t chen s t af f  t o pr epar e and ser ve i t  and t he di swashi ng efcetff  was n't  
adequat el y s t af f ed. The quant i t y and qual i t y of  t he f ood was f ar  bel ow 
t  e st andar ds set  up by t he heal t h dept . as wer e /t he sani t ar y f ac i l i t i es 
i n t - e l i t chen. As t he days pr ogr essed and t he l ocal  mess hal l s began 
t o on en t he s i t uat i on was al i v i at ed and ever yt hi n:r  became much bet t er . 
&fcxfck®x£REXEHfcxfcimK St i l l  at  t he pr esent  t i me t he quant i t y and t he qual i -
t y � of  t he f ood coul d be i mpr oved uuon. I "i l k and but t er  as wel l  as f r esh-
veget abl es and meat  need i mmedi at e at t ent i on. Al l  17 k i t chens wi t  -  t he 
except i on of  one have t he c af et er i a met hod of  di shi ng out  f ood. The 
except i on i ns i t ut ed a f ami l y s t y l e ser v i ce. I t  seems t hat  t he admi ni -
s t r at i on i s i n f avor  of  t he c af et er i a met  od, but  agai n i n t  i s i ns t ance 
t he management  uoesnt  r eal i ze t hat  t hey have t o f eed l i t t l e chi  dr en as 
wei .l  as abl e bodi ed men. I t ' s t oo much o ask l i t t l e chi l dr en t o st and 
i n l i ne 'or  f ood. Spec i al  f ood f or  t he babi es as wel l  f ood f or  t he s i ck 
i s i ns uf f i c i ent . Ki t chen f ac i l i t i es ar e l i mi t ed arid t he ut ens i l s as wel l  
as t he ser v i ng i shes ar e xxxt xi nxxxx âxx shor t  i n number . 

'I  er e have been r umor s goi ng ar ound camp t hat  we wer e not  get t i nr  t he 
AEMj t xsBfcxxxi &axfGi Kxxx f ood t hat  t he army set  as i de or  us . The man i n 
char ge of  he commi ssar y dept  f or  t he f i r s t  two weeks was r el i eved of  h i s 
dut i es some kjc cay b of  i  v. ot  y .r r af t . I  haven't  as yet  checkel  
up on fehi s 11em as yet . 

P hy s i c al _F ac l l i t l es 

The Army di d a woner f ul  J ob as f ar  as t he phys i cal  f ac i l i t i es ar e 
concer ned cons i der i ng t hi s onl y t o be a t empoar y cent er . I t  i s al most  
unbel i evabl e how t hey conver t ed t he o l d hor se s t abl es i nt o hal f  decent  
l i v i ng quar t er s . ].;,ost  of  them ar e qui t e comf or t abl e. The or e- f abr i -
cat ed houses ar e al so xixifcH comf or t abl e al t hough t hey havent  qui t e t he 
:>r<vacy )f  t he hor se s t abl es , bulp c i nce t hey ar e new t  ey ar e much c l eaner  
e have army s t y l e cot s r ci f cfei  not  al l  of  us have cot t on oact t xukxx oaddeh. 



mat t r esses. 
* At  f i r s t  t he peopl e wer e compl ai ni ng about  t he. col d s i nce t he houses 

wer e not  i nsul at ed and st oves wer en't  pr ov i ded, but  i t  seems t hat  t  i ey 
have become r asxfcaxfct aExwKEfcfeKX so ewhat  use t o t he weat her . Lor e heat er s 
coul d b': pr ovi ded f or  t  ose Msraig houses whi i zh have c. i l dr ei i . i r 1e el ec t r i c 
oower  whi ch r i ms t hr ough our  aoar t s does n't  have t he capac i t y t o t ake on 
el ect r i c hot  pl at es and such. I t  j ust  enough t o t o keep o/ar  l i g" t s and 
r adi os go i ng, We have t o go t o t he l aundr y i n or der  t o make some t ea or  
cof f ee i n or der  .not  t o bl ow out  t he f use» 

I t  seems t hat  t /.e army f o r  ot  t hat  we needed mor e t han a r oof  and a 
t eed t o keep us comf or t abl e, because t hey negl ec t ed compl et el y t o bui l d 
shel ves et c . The f i r s t  r es i dent s f ound enough scr ap wood t o bui l d shel ves 
but  t he l at er  ones l os t  out . The l aundr y f ac i l i t i es ar e per haps t he most  
sat i s f ac t or y of  most  anyt hi ng i n camp. Lar ge t ubs f or  washi ng and k 
r i ns i ng ar e pr ov i ded. The l ack of  enough hot  i fcater  hamper s washi ng as 
wel l  as bat hi ng St r eet  l i ght  ar e not  as yet  pr ovi ded nor  ar e t el e-
phones l ocat ed ar ound camp. Most  of  t he r oads ar e qui t e dust y and dur i ng 
t he r ai ns we have a: quagmi r es al l  ar ounf i  t he c ent er . 

Educat i on and Recr eat i on 

Si nce we have an admi ni s t r at i ve per sonnel  whi ch i s not  consc i ous of  
t he pKHfci emsxSaEj aagxj stsBXgRSMp soc i al  and po l i t i c a l  pr obl ems f ac i ng t he 
gr oup f ckK x̂kaxKKi kf c t he pr ogr ess i ves XKsai XHXHK do not  r ecei ve any 
SHSsretRagfioasHlExtKiamxl ihKxta?! encour agement  or  cooper at i on f r om t he t op 
on pr obl ems of  educat i onal  po l i c y , f or ums, camp newspaper  et c . I n f ac t  
we have been hamper ed by a v i s i onl es s bur eaucr acy. As" I  have sai d bef or e 
t he pr obl em of  Amer i cani zat i on i s not  bei ng f aced r eal i s t i c al l y or  
cour ageous l y . ' " s t ar t ed 

Nur ser y school  and t he pr i mar y school s have al r eady been sfcafcaii  and 
hi gh school s c l asses wi l l  begi n t hi s week . The t eacher s ar e bei ng re-
c r ui t ed f r om t he r es i dent s i n t he Cent er  ̂ T h o u g h most  of  them have hast  
not  had any t eacher  t r ai ni ng. Si nce t hi s i s onl y an t empor ar y cent er  
any sor t  of  ext ens i ve f or mal  educat i on i s ent i r el y out  of  t he ques t i on, 
i achi ng per sonnel  i s l i mi t ed, i nf ac t  we * ave onl y t hr ee peopl e i n t he 
ent i r e camp who have t eachi ng c r edent i al s and t  even t hose ar en ' t  t oo 
i nt el l i gent . 7i t h t he l ack of  per sonnel  we hav en't  t he f ac i l i t i es and 
t he m̂at er i al s such-  as books and paper  et c . We have a l i br ar y but  i t  
i sn t  adequat e at  a l l . Cont act  has been made wi t h t he San L.at eo Count y 
l i br ar y and t he var i ous school s ar ound t he Bay Ar ea f o r  books, but  as yet  
boo.cs ar e scar ce as hen ' s t eet h. agai n 

Taki ng i nt o cons i der at i on t he t empor ar y nat ur e o f j t h i s s i t e no f or m 
of  co l l ege educat i on or  vocat i onal  t r ai ni ng can be at t empt ed. May be 
you may be i nt er es t ed t o know t hat  t he F r i ends Ser v i ce Commi t t ee of  Amer i ca 
as has been o f f i c i a l l y des i gnat ed by t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y t o 
f i nd means f ca f o r  t he J apanese co l l ege st udent s t o f i n i s h up t hei r  col l ege 
edu at i on i n i ns i t ut i ons out s i de t he mi l i t ar y ar eas . I  do n ' t  know exact l y 
know how much f unds t hey hav£ at  t hei r  di s pos al ,out  I  know i t  i s n ' t  
enough. I f  you ar e f i mi l ar  wi t h t he empl oyment  pi c t ur e of  t he J apanese 

t he West  ' ôast  you wi l l  see t &t  we hav en' t  har dl y any s k i l l ed t r ades 
men i n t  ie g- 'oup. Si nce t hi s i s t he 0 s i t uat i on vocat i onal  k t r ai ni ng 
i s v i t al l y necessar y i n t he Rel ocat i on cent er . I  hope t he WRA wi l l  £a 
f o l l ow t he pat t er n of  t he ItfYA or  t he CCC i n s et t i ng up vocat i onal  pr o j ec t s 
j cHxfcftKXKBHiKKS so t hat  k i ds can be t r ai ned f or  def ense j obst fbot h i n and 
out s i de of  t he r el oc at i on cent er s . * 

J .;he r ec r eat i on pr ogr am i s goi ng al ong i n f ul l  swi ng! even t hough wj  
have't he suppl i es and f ac l l i t i es r ml l t - uuu Lu Lr i t j ""g r̂nl nl st rat i  



We have an ar t  dept  whi ch i s doi ng a bang- up j ob. I t  i s headed by < r . 
Obat a, f or mer l y an i ns t r uc t or  at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f o r n i a. The 
Ki ds seems t o have a knack f o r  t hi s sor t  of  s t uf f  and t hey go at  i t  wi t h 
al l  t hei r  hear t . We c l asses i n model i ng, car t ooni ng, at er  col or s et c . 
Thr oughout  t he Cent er  ar e l ocat ed l oc al  r ec r eat i on hal l s whi ch have games 
f or  t he k̂ i ddes and adi l t s , pi ng pong t abl es magazi nes et c . We have a 
t al ent  show ever y Thur sdays n i t e , t he sc r i pt  f or  whi ch i s censor ed. Dances 
ar e hel d once a week i n t he mai n r ecr ea i on hal l  and somet i mes I n t he 
t he l ocal  ha l l s . "Ye have a musi c appr ec i at i on ni t e ever y week and a 
t own hal l  meet i ng whose subj ec t  i s censor ed. 

Al ong wi t h t he above we have a f ai r l y w- e&l  devel oped spor t s urogram 
' of  so'f t bal l , badmi nt on basket bal l  and f oo t bal l . We have a basebal l  

l eague and t he games ar e wel l  at  .ended. 3>Sqf6s Ther e i s i n t he pr ocess 
of  f or mat i on a cent er  swi ng band whi ch wi l l  pl ay at  t he comi ng dances 
as wel l  as a dum and bugl e cor ps whi ch t akes over  dur i n-  t he pat r i o t i c 
cer i moni es such as .Memor i al  Day and I- 'l&g day. A Bui l di ng has been set  
as i de so t hat  st udent s may pr ac t i ce t hei r  i ns t r ument s . 

' ost  of  t he r ec r eat i onal  pr ogr am i s di r ec t ed t owar ds t he younger  
gener at i on so nat ur  l l y t he adul t s ar e al most  compl et el y l ef t  out . Last  
week a J apanese pr ogr am was put  on f or  t" 3 benef i t  of  t he o l ds t er s and i t  
was wel l  at t ended. Some of  t he J as &s s r es i dent s have br ought  al on wi t h 
them G- oh boar ds and but t on and ar e oc- upi d̂ pl ay3 g t hi s ¿ â n s M 
j ame. X i s game was publ i c i zed i n L i f e magazi ne a coupl  of  weeks ago. 
Si nee most  of  t he men wer e i dl e t hey began t o pl ay ca d̂s bot h t he 
J apanese and .mer l ean t y >e. A coupl e of  weeks back a gr oup of  ei g t  wer e 
ar r es t ed and sent  t o t he San at eo count y j a i l . I t ' s f unny by t he 
bount y aut hor i t i es have j ur i s di c t i on i n xkxj c t hi s Army camp. The men 
wer e r el eased af t er  a ni /;;ht . I t  � seems t hat  t he men l i k ed i t  at  t he "ai l  
because hey wer e f ed good s t eaks et c . a l l  at  t he expense of  t he Ar ray. 
£ dan you beat  t hat ! ' 

Af t er  cut t i ng an al most  never  endi ng r a&xt &j &E amount  of  r  3d t ape we 
f i nal l y got  out  a cent er  newspaper . $s s I t  seems t hat  one of  t he ember s 
of  t he t empor ar y advi sor y Counc i l  whi sper ed i nt o t he ear  f ca of  t he camp 
manager  t hat  t he paper  was i n t he hands of  t hose di r t y "RedS" so t hat ' 
expl ai ns t he r ed t ape and t he s t r i c t  censor shi p. Can we hel p i t  i f  t he 
ki c's j ho had some exper i ence i n t he newspaper  r acket  hanpei )ed t o be a 
l i t t l e fexf f l f  pr ogr ess i ve? The-  Ol d Guar d t hr ought  t hey smel l ed a r at  when 
t he newspaper s at  Lanazanar  and at  Sant a Ani t a and Tanf or an f e l l  i nt o 
t he as i s hands of  t he pr ogr ess i ves , her e 

The Kgi i go i aaxf SEKSx r el i gi ous champi ons ar e ksx i n f u l l  f o r c e. TkSK2£ 
aKgxsst al ai i sksi i  f cka Buddhi s t , P r o t es t ant , Cat hol i c and Sevent h Day Advent i s t  
chur ches have been es t abl i s hed and t hey ar e qui t e wel l  at t ended. The 
~'r ot est ant  c ur ch has been a&l sxfc® gi ven per mi ss i on t o have out s i de, 
speaker s come i n and l ec t ur e. 

Ser v i ces 
a f r u i t f u l  

The condi t i ons at  t  e camp hosj bi t al  seems t o be f c&sxsest i K sour ce of  
a£xHKng$grarc camp gr i oes . The f ac i l i t i es ar e l i mi t ed as ar e t he suppl i es 
and t he j r  Sonne 1. Ther e ar e about  8 doct or s of  whi ch onl y f our  ar e f u l l y 
f l edged^P Ŵe have about  4 or  f i v e r egi s t er ed nur ses and a f ew HHESSX& 
nur s e's ai des . That  i s t he ki asxsx hos pi t al  s t af f  whi ch ser ves t . e :j 0 
r es i dent s her e i n camp. The bur eacr at  i n c i ar ge of  t he f casr xp hospi t al  
i s a Gee by t he name of  Wol f en who i s r eput ed t o have been a dent al  c l er k f o 

Pai nl es s Par ker . The i nf i r mar y s t af f  made i t  so hot  f or  hi m sa t hat  
i e i s al most  compl et el y out  of  t he p i c t ur e. Si nce t he suppl i es and f ac i l i t i es 

ar e so l i mi t ed t he r es i dent s ar e not  gi ven sat i s f ac t or y at t ent i on. 
We have a f ew opt omet r i s t s and a coupl e of  dent i s t s but  t hey hav en' t  

got  t he equi pment . ¿'he cases whi ch c an ' t  be handl ed her e ar e sent  t o t he 

San Mat eo Count y ho s p i t al . Si nce t he f i r s t  day appr oxi mat el y I F babi es 



l i kve been del i ver ed. One iibatifc pr emat ur e deat h occur r ed due t o l ack of  
an i ncubat or . Thr ee t hyshoi d shot s and t wo smal l pox vacc i nat i ons have 
been gi ven t o ever y r o s i dent -̂ L as t  week t hey s t ar t ed t o gi ve di pht hr i a 
i n j ec t i ons t o al l  of  t  e youngst er s . 

The camp cant een was anot her  sor e spot  as f ar  as compl ai nt s wer e 
concer ned. At  f i r s t  c i gar et t es and cand&ey sof t  dr i nks et c wer e sol d 
but  t he st ock was soon exhaust ed and f o r  a l ong whi l e onl y newspaper s 
wer e so l d. The st ock has been r epl eni shed but  i t  does n't  f i l l f i l l  
t he needs of  t he r es i dent s . As f ar  as dr ugs and per sonal  ef f ec t s ar e 
concer ned onl y sani t ar y napki ns ar e so l d. I n i t a l l y t he sal es wer e on 
a cash bas i s , but  now each r es i dent  has t o buy a sc r i p book f or  - 2.- 50 
i n or der  t o buy & a newspaper  and t hi s s c r i p i s not  r edeemabl e i n U.S. 
cur r ency. MaH x̂st xf chKXKKst áant a The sal es at  t he"cant een goss on t he 
aver age of  ¿200- § 300 per  day. Xfc When we f i r s t  came her e we wer e under  
t he gener al  i mpr est  on t hat  t he pr o f i t s of  t he cant een woul d go t o buy 
suppl i es f o r  t he Recr eat i on dept . , but  l at er  we di scover ed t hat  t ks " * 
KKsSt fcs we wer é bei ng del uded. The management  ái t óf cxf cBi i xt t sxwkKKgxf chs  
gr sf i f caxwgFsxgat apc kept  us i n t he dar k unt i l  l as t  week when t hey made 
a bel at ed anouncement  t hat  t he pr o f i t s wer e goi ng t o t  e U.S. Tr easur y. 
ĤrBxwsKEXGj Txi fcExaxte&fexa  ̂ The 

r s i dent s k i cked up a bi g f uss about  t he pr o f i t s and t al k Of  f or mi ng 
t hei r  own cooper at i ve s t or e was hear d i n many quar t er s , but  t he manage-
ment  ni xed t hat . I t  seems t hat  t hey i s n ' t  any uni f or m pr i ce f or  
a mer chandi se sol d at  t he cant eens i n t he var i ous Assembl y cent er s . 
We haer  t hat  Ci gar et t es ar e 1J 0 at  Sant a Ani t a wher eas i t  i s 15¿ her e 
sfce. 

Si nce f cf cafc t he camp st or e was not  suppl i ed s uf f i c i ent l y , t he guest s 
ar e br i ngi ng i n t r emendous suppl i es of  f ood c l ot  i ng et c ." f or  t hei r  
f r i ends i n camp. Dur i ng t he f i r s t  month (1000 per  day of  money or der s 
wer e r .ade out  at  t he l o tal  post  o f f i c e and sent  t o mai l  or der  houses 
t xx f o r  one t hi ng anot her . That  i s a huge sum- when you cons i der  t hat  
t he r es i dent s ar e not  bei ng pai d. 

Communi t y ser v i ces such as bar ber  shops, shoe r epai r  shops, l aundr y 
agenc i es et c . ar e ver y cosoi cuous by t" ei r  abs nee. and t hei r  need i s 
bo&l y. f el t . I t ' s l ucky t hat  .some of  t h 5 bar ber s br ought  al ong t  ei r  own 
ecui  - ment  and ar e bl e t o gi ve hai r c ut s , but  usa no shops have b̂een set uo 
by t he manage ei i t . 

The po l i c i ng of  t he gr ounds i s i n t he hands of  t he mangement . Dur i ng 
t he f i r s t  f ew weeks J apanese pol i cemen pat r o l ed t he gr ounds. WA had 
a chi ef  of  po l i c e f or  about  a mont h who*was f or mer l y an i nspect or  of  
r ace t r acks . Thi s man Ar nol d & was t r ans f er ed t o t he Mer ced Assembl y . 
cent er . He knew no mor e about  po l i c i ng cour t esy t han I  knew about  
t he f our t h di mensi on and cr eat ed much i l l - f eel i ng wi t h t he r es i dent s 
and wi t h he gues t s . We have a f i r e cr ew whi ch i s cont i nul y bei ng 
t r ai ned by a Caucas i an f i r e c hi ef . W have a br anch of  t he San 
Br uno uost  o f f i c e l ocat ed i n t he cent er .and at  t he pr esent  t i me i t  
seems t o be f unc t i oni ng o .k . 

M'or al e . � 

Thi s subj ec t  i s one whi ch i s ver y d i f f i c u l t  t o dwel l  upon ek axal so 
i n a shor t  l et t er . But  I  can say t hi s mtiich, t hat  t he mor al e o f . t he 
gr oup« i s hi gher  t han can be expect ed. I  t hi nk t he newspaper  publ i sher  
was r i ght  when he sai d t hat  30% of  t he peopl e wer e l oyal  40$s di s l oyal  
and t he ot her  30$ oppor t uni s t s wai t i ng f o r  t he chi ps t o f a l l  wher e t hey 
may.at  f canzanar . I  bel i ve t hat  t hi s i s t he s i t uat i on her e at  Tanf or an. 

We have a shar p c onf l i c t  of  i deas and at t i f l udes bet ween t he f i r s t  
and second gener at i on e ement s. T, i s i s t o be expect ed s i nce t her e 
exi s t s a cul t ur al  di  ' f er ence. For  t he whol e r el ocat i on pr ogr am t o be 
a success , t he f undament al  bas i s of  t  e c onf l i c t  has t o be el i mi nat ed 



i . e . some of  t he afxfcfc® mi nds cannot  br  or i ent ed t owar ds Tokyo and 3ome 
t owar ds i ngt on; t hey sci i  shoul d al l  be di r ec t ed t owar ds hashi ng t o on. 
To accompl i sh t ! i s end we must  have a st r ong educat i onal  pr ogr am 

.gear ed t o t he whol e r el ocat i on pr ogr am, 
1'he êsK seems t o be a l ack of  consc i ous ness on par t  of  t he manage-

ment  and t he maj or i t y of  t he r es i dent s t hat  t her e i s a t ot al  war  bei ng 
f ought  Out s i de t hese oar bed Si r s wi r e f enc es , t her ef or e l ocal  pr obl ems 
become par amount  and ar e not  xssh vi ewed wi t h t he r i ght  per s pec t i ve. 
The second gener at i on 



Dear James: 

The nurse j ust  "brought  i n your  l et t er , and si nce "both readi ng and wr i t i ng 
ar e hard on ny eyes, I ' l l  hare to make thi s as "br ief  as possi bl e. 

Rocky Mt . spotted fever  i s a hel l  of  a thi ng to catch because i t  i s f at al  i n 
about  20$ of  the cases (and so, of  cour se, al l  of  us were of fered shots when we f i r st  
ar r i ved). But  I  di dn't  thi nk I  woul d have one chance i n a mi l l i on of  get t i ng "bit  
"by the sheep t i ck that  car r i es the di sease, and so I  l et  i t  r i de. 

The other  day, what  I  though was an overgrown ant  hi t  me. Tuesday I  f el t  si ck 
as hel l ; "but  you can!t  qui t  i n the mi ddl e of  the day and t el l  the "boys you've got  
to l i e down and r est  "because you've got  a headache and a fever . 

"By eveni ng, I  was feel i ng groggy and weak on the underpi nni ngs. Back at  csmp, 
t aki ng of f  my shi r t , I  gl anced down at  my arms, saw a number  of  l i t t l e, odd spot s, 
and f r oze al l  over . For  a moment, I  f el t  nysel f  l ooki ng death r i ght  i n the f ace, 
and i t  wasn't  a pl easant  f eel i ng. I  remembered peopl e sayi ng, "I t 's 80$ f at al . . . . 
two peopl e have di ed al r eady." 

The nurse at  the cl i ni c di dn't  say anything when I  wal ked i n and sai d I  had 
some funny spots on ny arms. I nst ead, she reached for  the phone, cal l ed the Doc, 
t ol d me to take a hot  shcwer , get  i nto bed, and wai t  for  Doc. I  di dn't  dare ask her  
what  was wrong wi th me. 

I  kept  reassur i ng mysel f  that  i t  was something I  had eaten. Two or  three t i mes, 
my mind woul d wander  of f  and I  woul d st ar t  thi nki ng about  dyi ng. I  di dn't  want  to 
di e, I  sai d to icy sel f , I 'm too young for  t hat . I  haven't  even l i ved yet . 

The fel l ows i n the next  tent  were t al ki ng: he shoul da taken those shots. He's 
gonna di e, i sn't  he, i f  he di dn't  take those shots? I  wondered how I  woul d l ook 
i n a cof f i n.. . I  di smi ssed the thought . I  feared death; I  was af r ai d to di e. . . . 

The Doc f i nal l y came i n l ooki ng gr ave. He examined my chest . I t , too, was 
covered wi th those t er r i bl e spot s. He peered down ny throat  usi ng hi s pocket  
f l ashl i ght . 

"Do you have pai ns i n your  chest ?" 
"No," I  sai d. 
"Wel l , I  don't  know where you wer e exposed to i t ," he sai d, "but  shal l  we 

cal l  i t �measl es?" 

And so measl es i t  was. Chr i st , what  a r el i ef ! At  any r at e, I ' l l  be l ai d up 
f or  about  a week or  ten days. No r eadi ng. 

More l at er , 

Wang 

P. S. I t  was an overgrown ant  I  
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Dr . Dorothy S. Thomas 

Uni versi ty Of Cal i for ni a 

Ber kel ey, Cal i forni a 

Dear Dr . Thomas: 

The ai rmai l  speci al  that Mari  Okazaki had sent me t el l i ng me of your proj ect 

was postmarked Matfy 22 i n ban Franci sco but I di d not recei ve i t unt i l  l ast ni ght ! 

I t i s typi cal  of the i nef f i ci ency caused by the confusi on st i l l  apparent her e. 

Your "Memorandum to Observers and Col i aborators" that Mari  sent me together 

wxtn her expl anat i ons of the work i nvol ved i nterests me very rnucn because I have 

been seeki ng some way tnrough whi ch the time spent i n the center would not become 

a per i od of suspended ani mat i on, i n the case we coul d not get out of camp and back 

i nt o a normal  community where we coul d face and cope wi tn the common probl ems that 

assai l  peopl e t oday. The prospect of exi st i ng i n an abnormal  community, i nsul ated 

from the rest of the wor l d, di d not appeal  to us at al l . 

However i n a proj ect such as your study survey out l i nes , I would feel  that I 

was making some contr i but i on to a t rue eval uat i on and record that woul d hel p to 

promote and progress our appreci at i on of the si gni f i cance attendant to thi s migra-

t i on. The two months that I have al ready l i ved i n Manzanar have shown the changes 

i n at t i tudes and adj ustments among the peopl e here si nce the i nst i tut i on of t hi s 

cent er . 

Mari  suggested that I present an out l i ne of my background. She has al ready 

tol d you of my non- ci t i zenshi p st at us. I was bora i n Yanai , J apan on J ul y 4, 1916. 

The bi r thaate i s i r oni cal , i sn't i t ? Mother was a school  teacher at that t ime and 

dad a Methodi st mi ni st er . I was the f i r st born. After a si ster and brother were 

added to tne fami l y, we l ef t J apan i n 1921. We stopped over i n Hawai i  for a year 

so that i t wasn't unt i l  1922 that I set foot i n can Fr anci sco. 

bi nce coming ner e, dad has been a mi ai ster most of the time -  and bei ng a 

Metnodi st mi ni ster at t nat , we di d a l ot of t r avel l i ng i n Cal i for ni a. Consequentl y 

school i ng and f r i endshi ps were frequent l y di srupted dur i ng the f i r st decade, i n 

1929 we had been i n southern Cal i forni a a year , mother was agai n teachi ng school  

when she became i l l  and had to enter a sanator i um. We moved to a smal l  f oot hi l l  

communi ty, Si erra Madre. Dad had to i eave us too t hen, so I l i ved wi th Ameri can 

f r i ends i n thei r home, whi l e ray brothers and si sters were pl aced i n orphanages. 

As soon as I coul d I had to go to work and al though ray parents were di scharged 

i n 1953 , I continued to work i n var i ous Pasadena homes whi l e goi ng to Pasadena 

school s. I n 1956 I had to l eave school  -  Pasadena J uni or Col l ege, a few months 

pr i or to possi bl e gr aduat i on, i n order to go to work to try to support the fami l y. 

Work condi t i ons were not sui tabl e so I i n turn became i l l  and spent si x months i n 

the sanator i um. Fol l owi ng my di schar ge, our fami l y went to West Los Angel es where 

dad. recei ved a par i sh. But I became i l l  agai n and had to r et ur n, thi s time for a 

twenty- si x months per i od before they i eci ded I na.i  enough oil  a l ead on the tb bug. 

During that per i oi  my i nt er est s i n soci al  di si ntegr at i on tnat seemed to be 

i ndi cated i n Munich and subsequent events were f or t i f i ed by readi ng of provocati ve 

books and correspondence wi th such men as "iorman Thomas and Loui s Adami c. Radio 

programs i nduced me to keep i n touch wi th Town Hai l . Taos3 years were val uabl e. 
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After I came out I fol l owed up the l eads devel oped during my conval escence. 

I met Adamic, Thomas, Vi l l ar d; l ooked into the Soci al i st party and j oi ned f i r st 

the Ypsel s and l ater the party; found the Fel l owshi p of Reconci l i at i on and j oi ned 

i t . The newspaper columning that I had begun whi l e I was in bed l ed me into a 

temporary edi t or 's chai r on a Los Angel es J apanese vernacul ar newspaper. Thi s 

devel oped i nto a opportuni ty to j oi n the Engl i sh sect i on edi tors of the J apanese 

American News i n San Franci sco. 

The expl osi on of tne war through the suspension of the paper threw me i nto 

the J apanese American Ci t i zens League for which I had been the press agent . The 

f i r st month and a hal f seemed to produce worthwhi l e effor ts to amel i orate the 

confusion brought on by the war that outweighed the per i odi c more bl atant utter-

ances of the J ACL. But the J ACL promotion became dominant and together vi th what 

I bel i eved to be i t s short- sighted pol i cy, I l ef t that work. They were gl ad to 

see me go too because my al i en status was a constant threat of embarrassment to 

them. I started to work wi th the FOR youth of f i ce i n Berkel ey but soon the news-

papers carr i ed stor i es and pi ctures of the evacuati on that had been star ted. Waen 

pi ctures appeared of thei r ar r i val  i n Manzanar, I thought i t was time to go home 

and see what coul d be done about gett i ng the fami l y out of the mess. I had an 

i dea about going back to Yel l ow Spr i ngs, Ohi o. 

Tnen I came home Wednesday the fami l y informed me that they had al ready made 

arrangements to go vol untar i l y to Manzanar. They were afrai d to go out and' pre-

ferred to accept the refuge the government was of f er i ng. I was offered a chance 

to go to New York to work wi th A. J . Muste i n tne FOR of f i ce ther e. Fare had been 

arranged and the t ravel  permit secured when the 'fCCA manager in Los Angel es tal ked 

wi th me for an hour and convinced me that I shoul d f i r st go to ¡vianzanar and observe 

condi t i ons at f i r st hand of what tne evacuees went through before going bacic to ai d 

i n the i ndi vi dual  rehabi l i tat i on ef for t s. So I ceame. Invest i gat i on here soon 

showed that the i nqui ry as to how I could l eave was answered by a f l at no. 

Soon after my ar r i val  nere I was summoned to hel p i n the i naugurat i on of a 

center newspaper . With a hal f dozen others and the publ i c rel at i ons di rector we 

produced the Manzanar Free Press -  the name the choice of Bob Brown, our chi ef . 

At f i r st a bi - weekl y, i t i s now i ssued every other l ay. I had not been too happy 

to work on tne paper because i t was too obvi ousl y a morale bui l di ng instrument' as 

wel l  as a medium to gi ve those outsi de a f l at ter i ng pi cture of the center . So I 

appl i ed for a rel ease from the edi tor i al  board. Thi s was not compl etel y granted. 

At present I am supervi sor of the cub repor ters, i nstruct i ng them i n newswri t i ng 

technique and gi vi ng me an opportuni ty to impress them wi th the responsi bi l i t i es 

of a medium through which publ i c opinion i s moul ded. 

"hen I f i r st came her e, the almost total  absence of any cr i t i ci sms, but rather 

an ef fusi ve feel i ng of grat i tude for tni s haven di scouraged me. Sven the ones who 

had once been cr i t i cal  nad apparentl y suspended thei r judgement for tne durat i on and 

expressed pl easure at the benevol ence of a government that provided them wi th food 

and shel t er . There were grumbl ings about the menu -  beans and hash meal  after meal . 

The dust winds was cause for murmurings. Housing accomodations i n "basi c st ructures" 

that were not dustproof or soundproof and i n which seven to el even were expected to 

use a room so that several  fami l i es had to share a si ngl e room sometimes wi th evi dent 

behavior problems caused some concern. 

But al l  tne concern was for thei r physi cal  wel l  bei ng. They were not cogni zant 

of the more pertinent moral  and spi r i tual  val ues which were at stake. They were not 

so di sturbed at thei r l oss of free act i on. They nad succombed to an impul se to save 

thei r own bKin for what pal try val ue i t had without gi vi ng a thought that i n running 

i nto t hi s "haven", they abandoned the r i ghts and pr i vi l eges for which they had b,;en" 

entrusted to preserve and devel op. 
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However recent l y there has been a gradual  change. People are becoming resent ful  

of having to stay cooped i n thei r rooms, fugi t i ves from the dust storms. Thos.= who 

are working are becoming al armed because though some of them are begi nni ng thei r 

thi rd month as the or i gi nal  vol unteer workers they have yet to sea a cent in wages. 

Others are awakening to the need for community act i vi t y, def i ni te proj ects which wi l l  

use the ef for t s and energy of chi l dren as wel l  as adul t s. Some wi th whom I nave tal ked 

nave decl ared that there i s no use i n tryi ng to gl oss over the fact that thi s i s a 

concentrati on Jaiup. One has stated that i f a survey was to be taken and responses 

given honest l y, hal f of the camp would i ndi cate that at the concl usi on of the war they 

would want to return to J apan. That i s a statement too t er r i f i c and I shoul d f i nd 

some other corroboration before passi ng i t on even to you. But these tni ngs i ndi cate 

the change i n at t i tude. 

The admi ni strat i on has sponsored a "sel f- governi ng" pol i cy; and as a step i n thi s 

di rect i on they have sought popul ar el ect i ons for bl ock l eaders. But the most si gni -

f i cant aspect i s that these meetings are i n l arge part attended by the i ssei  and ki bei 

and not the ni sei . Thi s l ast group which had considered themsel ves ci t i zens and some-

times had boasted of the consequent super i or i ty i n status over thei r al i en parents are 

now a subdued di si l l usi oned l ot of cyni cs. 

I t 's going to take a i o&t of di rect i on and effor t to re- establ i sh thei r fai th i n 

a cause whi ch they bel i eve l ost . Some wise admi ni strator i n San Franci sco has the 

i dea of pl aci ng these centers on a co- operative basi s. They want to establ i sh co- op 

stores and use co- op methods to progress community i ntercourse. But on the other hand 

we nave thi s "Vol untary Work Corps" star i ng us i n the f ace. The al ternat i ve i s not 

pl easant for apparent l y at thi s wr i t i ng "vol untary" enl i stment wi l l  be the prerequi si te 

to any par t i ci pat i on in community proj ects. Yet because the work corps i s such a com-

pl ete abdi cat i on of personal  r i ght s, even those who had not given these thi ngs much 

thought heretofore are r ebel l i ng. Of course there are the pink- eyed optimists who see 

god- l ike generosi ty i n al l  of tnese measures. 

In such a cl osel y cl oseted manner of l i vi ng as we have here, i t i s next to impos-

si bl e to attempt any pr i vate l i vi ng. The act i ons of everyone i s subj ect to scrut i ny 

by hi s nei ghbors. The non- souniproof part i t i ons make you an audi ence to your nei ghbor 's 

l i f e i nvol unt ar i l y. We have had four marriages to dat e. The admi ni strat i on i s offer -

i ng these coupl es temporary pr i vacy i n a si ngl e room, but they cannot expect to keep 

that for some rooms are carryi ng a l oad of el even persons. whi l e we had empty barracks 

and hay stacks where mattresses were made, there were opportuni t i es for those wi th 

easi l y rat i onal i zed morals-  Today they are forced to greater i ngenui ty-

One other thi ng worthy of comment here i s that as regards the J ACL vs. the peopl e, 

the J ACL i s a much di scredi ted organi zat i on. I t s l eaders have not been abl e to succeed 

to si mi l ar l y responsi bl e posi t i ons her e. Because the J ACL l eaders hel d out and remained 

outsi de and were among the l ast to come i n, the former "outs" had come i n f i r st and 

taken over the posi t i ons of r esponsi bi l i t y. Especi al l y among the sotthern Cal i forni a 

f ol k, the response to the Ci t i zens League was not as complete as that i n San Franci sco. 

They have seen tnat bal l  fl ag- waving has avai l ed them nothi ng. I t i s possi bl e that 

fai th can be re- i nst i l l ed among the di f f i dent maj or i t y. 

To have the opportuni ty to record thi s possi bi l i t y wi th sci ent i f i c accuracy i s a 

work that appeal s greatl y to me. I suppose af ter the war i s over I can have a report , 

even though i t be second hand, from many sources as to hoiv the consequences of war 

r i gors were met i n normal  communi ties. Thi s endeavor to observe anal yt i cal l y the growth 

or di si ntegrat i on of a peopl e i s an appal l i ng thought , yet i t i s provoking. 

Mari has sai d that Tul e Lake has been chosen as the center to study. I wi sh i t 

coul d be Manzanar because I have devel oped a cer tai n amount of pr i de, i f such a thi ng 

i s possi bl e. Tni s i s the f i r st center and we seem to have the f i r st l i cks at any 
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proposi t i ons or problems that ar i se. We have had an admi ni strat i on that i s sympathetic 

and cooperati ve i n i t s restr i cted way-  The top of f i ces have had a change i n occupants 

si nce the t ransfer of the center from the WCCA to the WRA. However our new head, Roy 

L. Nash, has tol d us ne was at one time -  pr i or to the l ast war -  execut i ve secretary 

of the NAACP. That might mean a l ot , i t might mean very l i t t l e. Man can change i n 

a generation as i s wel l  at tested by l egi ons of l i vi ng examples today. 

However i f Tul e l ake i s the choi ce, I would go there without any hesi tance. Si nce 

readi ng Mar i ' s l et ter and your memo over l ast ni ght several  t i mes, L have been thi nki ng" 

over i t s i mpl i cat i ons. I want to be wi th Mari  as soon as possi bl e. I know Mari i s 

wel l  f i t t ed for tni s sort of work and would enj oy i t . So would I -  enjoy i t -  my back-

ground i s not par t i cul ar l y br i l l i ant . I woul d feel  i t an honor to nave thi s chance to 

work wi th you and be under your supervi si on. Mari  and I can work as a team though I 

suppose tni s job i s more actual l y hers than mi ne. There i s one provi si on: I hope i t 

wi l l  be possi bl e to ski r t the enl i stment i n the Work Corps and work i ndependentl y of 

i t . I 'm not sure whether any l arger compensation i s permi ssi bl e than that determined 

by tne WRA. But the ê are al l  detai l s that can be i roned out after we have a chance 

to tal k i t over wi th you -  i f you deci de to accept us. 

Si ncerel y yours 

dCTM'Tb  ̂

Sam Hohri 



l o- 4- 2 . manzanar rel ocat i on center . manzanar , cal i f or ni a . J une 19, 1942. 

Dear Mi ss Gal brai th: 

I had hoped to wr i te immediatel y af t er recei vi ng your l et t er Tuesday -  but I 

was not abl e to see ei ther p'red Tayarna or Ki yoshi Hi gashi that eveni ng. Al though 

I have l ef t the Free Press for fur tner freedom to observe more of "hat was goi ng 

on among the i nmates than âs possi bl e to know i n the admi ni st rat i ve of f i ces, I 

was subsequent l y cor ral l ed to hel p Larry Col l i ns and Lee Pool ers t ar t putt i ng t hi s 

camp on a co- op basi s-

That wasn't qui te so bad but now I 've accepted "temporary" temployment as an 

i ntervi ewer for the WRA census to be taken i n al l  of tnese centers. I wi l l  be 

working wi tn 24 otners her e. I accepted the work because i t was onl y temporary 

and they needed i ntervi ewers -  ana I thought even tnough the data gathered from 

the quest i ons were to be regarded as conf i dent i al , I might di scover l eads that I 

coul d fol l ow through on my own hook for our work. I nope that l i ne of reasoni ng 

i s tenabl e. 

But t hi s assi gnment i nvol ves cl ass i nst ruct i on tnat goes on even i n the even-

i ngs and mignt take n- ore time than I had counted on gi vi ng to i t . Ai l  of tni s has 

forced me to del ay wr i t ing to you. 

I have star ted to gatner the data you requested on property l osses of J apanese 

i n Southern Gaxi for ni a. Because I am understood to be wr i t i ng to a number of peopl e 

i n report i ng the ef fect s of evacuat i on, the secur i ng of the needed data wi l l  not be 

so di f f i cul t . 1 al r eady have l eads and have the expressi ons of cooperat i on from the 

ones who can provi de me wi th mat er i al : not onl y Tayama and Hi gashi , but Togo Tanaka 

and Tad Uyeno (edi t or i al  staf f of the Rafu Shi mpo), J oe Masaoka (brotner of Mike) 

and others. 

Over t ni s week- end I hope to have the i nformati on compl eted and wi l l  send them 

on to you as soon as possi bl e. Tnere i s one si del i ght to the l osses i ncur red. The 

evacuees from Termi nal  I sl and are among the l ar gest groups from any si ngl e l ocal i t y ' 

that hate been moved her e. The bi t terness of these peopl e ana t hei r sensi t i veness 

about any gl ossi ng over of the causes for evacuation i s most evi dent here for these 

are tne peopl e who were vi ct i mi zed tne most as a consequence of thei r 48 nours not i ce 

to vacate thei r nomes, fol l owi ng assurances of naving much l onger t i me. 

For your l ea is i n and around Tul are county, I am sure tnat wiari  wi l l  be gl ad to 

provi de you wi th l eads. Saburo Ki do, nat i onal  resi dent of the J AGL, i s caught i n 

that evacuat i on as i s Sim Togasaki i n Tul are, who had moved ni s Mutual  Suppl y company 

from San Franci sco tnat he might carry on hi s busi ness dur i ng the war . We"l i ved i n 

Dinuba for a whi l e many years ago and Rev. K. Imai of the J apanese Methodi st church 

there may be abl e to gi ve you some dat a. Dad was pl anni ng to go t.aere upon hi s re-

l ease from Ft . Mi ssoul a but he came here i nstead t ni s week. 

I have met Dr . Genevi eve Gar ter , who has come nere to be our super i ntendent of 

publ i c educat i on, anu sne and I botn wi sh to be remembered to Dr . Thomas. She has 

of fered me her hel p i n compi l i ng data for our work. 

Si ncer el  , 
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D- 5- 77 
Camp Har mony 
Puy al l up, Washi ngt on 
May 15, 1942. 

Dr . Dor ot hy Swai ne Thomas 
Agr i c ul t ur al  Economi cs 
Col l ege of  Agr i c ul t ur e 
Uni v er s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a 
Ber kel ey , Cal i f o r ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

Thank you f or  sendi ng t he l et t er  t o 
Mr . Tur ner . I  have been unabl e t o see hi m 
as y et , I  bel i eve he i s v i s i t i ng i n San Fr an-
c i s c o , but  I  s hal l  make h i s acquai nt ance at  
t he ear l i es t  oppor t uni t y . 

Thank you, al s o , f o r  your  comment s on 
my l i t t l e publ i cat i on on t he J apanese i n 
Seat t l e. I t  was o r i g i nal l y done f o r  my mas-
t e r ' s t hes i s , and i t  shows al l  t he i nadequac i es 
of  an i mmat ur e wor k. However , I  bel i ev e t he 
des c r i pt i ve mat er i al , as f ar  as i t  goes , i s 
f a i r l y accur at e. I  s hal l  send you a copy i n 
t he hope t hat  you may f i nd some use f or  i t . 

Si nc er el y your s , 



D- 5- 77 
Camp Har mony 
F uyal l up, Washi ngt on 
May 22, 1942 

Dr . Dor ot hy S. Thomas 
Agr i c ul t ur al  Economci s 
Col l ege of  Agr i cul t ur e 
Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a 
Ber kel ey , Cal i f o r ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

I  have j ust  not ed t hat  i n t he WRA bul l et i n "The 
War  Rel ocat i on Wor k Cor ps" i t  i s s t at ed on page 3 "under  
t he t i t l e Obl i gat i ons of  Enl i s t ee: . 

"The enl i s t ee assumes cer t ai n def i ni t e obl i gat i ons 

when he en l i s t s : 
F i Sf et �He agr ees t o ser ve as a member  of  t he ôr ps 
f o r  t he dur at i on of  t he war , and f or  14 days af t er  
t he end of  t he war . 

T h i r d , ' i t em ¿- - - He may be gr ant ed f ur l oughs f or  
t ov wor k i n agr i c ul t ur al , i ndus t r i al , or  i n ot her  
pr i vat e empl oyment , and whi l e on such f ur l ough 
wi l l  pay f o r  t he suppor t  of  any dependent s who may 
r emai n at  Rel ocat i on Cent er s . 

These obl i gat i ons woul d appl y t o any enl i s t ee t o t he 
Tul el ake Rel ocat i on Ar ea. Woul d you k i ndl y i nqui r e whet her  
t Sese obl i gat i ons woul d hol d i n t he case of  my wi f e and me? 
i s you dec l ar ed ear l i er , i t  i s i mper at i ve *hat  I  be f r ee 
t o wi t hdr aw f r om t he r es t r i c t ed zone i f  I  am t o rnake use 
of  t he f i e l d f el l ows hi p . Mor eover , i t  woul d be i mpossi bl e 
f o r  me t o suppor t  anyone ot her  t han my wi f e and I  on the 

f el l ows hi p . 

Si nc er el y your s , 

F r ank Mi yamot o 



D -  2 -  71 
Camp Har mony 
Puval l up, Washi ngt on 

Dr . Dor ot hy Swai ne Thomas 
Agr i c ul t ur al  Economi cs 
Col l ege of  Agr i cul t ur e 
Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a 
Ber kel ey , Cal i f o r ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

Thank you f or  your  ver y s i ncer e l et t er  of  May S3r d. Your  
l et t er  gi ves me an appr ec i at i on of  t he pr obl ems t hat  have been 
conf r ont i ng you i n your  r el at i ons wi t h t he gover nment al  o f f i c es , 
not  t o ment i on t he quest i on of  get t i ng f unds f o r  your  s t udy . 
P l eas e do not  be t oo much concer ned about  my pr obl em i mmedi at el y. 
Onl y a f ew days ago I  r ecei ved wor d f r om t he Resear ch Counc i l  
t hat  t he submi ssi on of  my new pr ogr am coul d be post poned unt i l  
such t i me as 1" coul d see you. Mor eover , t her e i s no ur gent  need 
f o r  me t o dr aw f unds f r om t he f el l ows hi p. Si nce t he Counc i l  has 
gi ven a bl anket  appr oval  of  a pr ogr am wr i t t en wi t h your  adv i c e, 
I  f eel  t hat  i t  i s onl y a mat t er  of  t i me un t i l  I  r ecei ve an uncon-
di t i o nal  awar d f r om t he Counc i l . 

Of  cour se, I  shoul d go ahead wi t h t he submi ssi on of  a t ent a-
t i ve - plan t o you. At  t he moment , however , I  am wr i t i ng an ar t i c l e 
f o r  TEE ANNALS o f  t he Academy of  P o l i t i c a l  and Soc i al  Sc i enc e, and 
I  havenT t  got t en ar ound t o_ doi ng some of  t he ot her  t hi ngs t hat  I  
shoul d be do i ng. THE ANNALS i s comi ng out  wi t h an i ssue on "Mi nor i -
t y Gr oups i n War t i mes", and I  was r equest ed t o submi t  somet hi ng 
on t he J apanese. I  r ecei ved t he r equest , and accept ed i t , pr i o r  
t o hear i ng f r om t he Counc i l , and I  di d not  ant i c i pat e bei ng'c aught  
by t he demands o f  t he evacuat i on and t he Counc i l . However , t he 
ar t i c l e wi l l  be compl et ed ver y s hor t l y . 

Cal v i n Schml d was her e t oday and I  had a f ew mi nut e*s chat  
wi t h hi m. You may have hear d t hat  hi s wi f e was c r i t i c a l l y i l l , 
but  t hat  she i s bet t er  now. He ment i oned t he suppor t  you' have 
gi ven my pr o j ec t , and gave me some addi t i onal  i dea5 concer ni ng t he 
nat ur e of  your  pr o j ec t . I  t hi nk I  under st and t he r es i s t ance you 
encount er ed i n t he case of  Dr . Dedr i ck , f o r  Schmi d sai d somet hi ng 
about  t he t wo of  t hem hopi ng t o wor k out  a pr o j ec t  wi t h t he dat a 
on t he J apanese whi ch t hey Tve amassed. I  hope you wi l l  f o r gi ve 
my ment i oni ng an i nc i dent  about  Dr . Dedr i c k , but  I  f i nd i t  amus-
i ng. I  f i r s t  hear d of  Dr . Dedr i c k whi l e I  was as s i s t i ng St ouf f er  
at  Chi cago and he spoke of  t he f or mer  as one of  t he keen s t at i s -
t i c i ans at  Washi ngt on. A f ew days l at er  a ver y t i r ed but  busy-
l ook i ng man came i nt o our  o f f i c e ask i ng f o r  St ouf f er  when he was 
out . He of f er ed t o wai t  i n t he out er  o f f i c e unt i l  St o uf f er ' s r e -
t ur n, t hough God onl y knows when St ouf f er  comes and goes , bi i t  t he 



next  t hi ng I  knew I  f ound t h i s gent l eman ver y much as l eep at  one 
of  t he desk s , ./hen he l at er  awoke, he mumbl ed somet hi ng t o me 
about  havi ng been t oo busy t o s l eep f o r  t he past  t wo n i ght s , and 
t hen r equest ed, "P l eas e t el l  St ouf f er  t hat  Dedr i ck was her e . " 

I  qui t e agr ee wi t h your  j udgment  of  Mr . P r ov i ns e's l et t er . 
Hi s suggest i on t hat  you s hi f t  t he emphasi s t o mat t er s of  pr ac-
t i c al  i mpor t  i s sur el y , as you say, "i r r e l ev ant . " Concer ni ng 
t he quest i on o f  my empl oyment  at  a f el l owshi p r at e, I  wonder  i f  
t hat  need be a d i f f i c u l t  po i nt  cons i der i ng t hat  pr e- doct or al  f el -
l owshi ps ar e a separ at e swar d f r om gr ant s- i n- ai d? I  am gl ad t o 
know, however , t hat  t r ai ned ant hr opol ogi s t s ar e bei ng used i n t he 
War - Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y . 

I n my wor k her e at  Camp Har mony 1 have not i ced t hat  no st and-
ar d f or m i s bei ng used t o t ake t he census of  t he popul at i on her e. 
The k i nd of  dat a gat her ed t her ef or e i s t he r es pons i bi l i t y of  t he 
census o f f i c er  i n each camp, but  t hi s may gi ve r i s e t o non- com-
par abl e dat a as wel l  as t o shor t comi ngs r es ul t i ng f r om i nexper i ence. 
What  do you t hi nk of  suggest i ng t o t he WRA t hat  t hey wor k up a 
st andar d f or mat o be used i n a l l  t he camps, wi t h t he ai d o f  per sons 
l i k e your sel f ? I  shoul d t hank t hat  bot h t he WRA and t he WCCA 
woul d des i r e a c ar ef ul  census of  t he popul at i on i n t he camps. 
Per haps t hey have such f or ms al r eady about  whi ch I  do not  know. 

An advance cr ew l ef t  our  camp l as t  Tuesday f o r  Tul el ake. 
I  woul d have gone wi t h t hem i f  wer e not  necessar y t o s i gn up f o r  
s pec i f i c j obs . However , my wi f e and I  ar e pr epar ed t o l eave 
whenever  ar r angement s ar e made f o r  t he t r ans f er . 

Si nc er el y your s , 

F r ank Mi yamot o 



D -  5 -  77 
Camp Har mony 
Puy al l up, Washi ngt on 

Dr . Dor ot hy Sw8 i ne Thomas 
Agr i c ul t ur al  Economi cs 
Col l ege of  Agr i c ul t ur e 
Uni v er s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a 
Ber kel ey , Cal i f o r ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

As you see by t he addr ess , I  am now at  
t he assembl y cent er  i n Puyal l up. So f ar  I  have 
been unabl e t o do any wor k due t o t he i nadequacy 
of  our  quar t er . I f  I  wer e al one, r oughi ng i t , 
I  woul d make anyt hi ng do f o r  a wor kshop, but  
wi t h my wi f e arid her  par ent s t o accommodat e, I  
have been f or ced t o r un ar ound l ook i ng f or  some-
t hi ng bet t er  t han t hese quar t er s , whi ch wer e 
o r i gi nal l y condemned by medi cal  aut ho r i t i es , 
but  f o r c i bl y used due t o o r der s . 

I  r ecei ved your  i ns t r uc t i ons t o obser ver s 
i n camps, and shal l  f o l l ow t he suggest i ons t her e. 
Bot h my wi f e and 1 s hal l  keep a di ar y of  a l l  
we hear  and see. I  have been appoi nt ed - m t he 
headquar t er *s s t af f  as Rel ocat i on Of f i c er , my 
f unct i on bei ng t o r el ocat e per sons who des i r e 
t o get  out  o f  t he mi l i t ar y ar ea. The wor k en-
t ai l s gi v i ng over  sever al  hour s a day , but  i t  
i s a good poi nt  of  ent r ee, and wi l l  per mi t  my 
r es i gni ng when t he or gani zat i on has been set  
up and I  have t r ai ned someone under  me. 

I  s hal l  t r y t o wr i t e out  my pr oposed f i el d 
pr ogr am bef or e your  ar r i val  her e so t hat  you 
may c r i t i c i ze i t  when you ar e abl e t o make your  
t r i p nor t h. Tr us t i ng t hat  you wi l l  be abl e t o 
v i s i t  t he camp soon, I  am, 

Si nc er el y your s , 


