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It 1s one of the most diffilcult thing to try to write about one's
self and still try to give mobjective gme picture. Yet, there are
nunber of thoughts and ideas which one has at one time and then
these ideas and thoughts change which g ives some indications of
the type of flux and attitudes which are influenced by the things
which are happening to 2:? and about mme him, If for no other reason
but to get this change in the personal history of an individual, I
shall try to write a case history of myself. Some of the writings
will sound very trite and coomon everyday stuff, and some of it may
be so abnormal that the reader may be shocked. @lth apologiles for
both types of writings, I shall make an attempt hereat,

I am 27 years of age, an Amcrican citizen, born and reare. for

the first 14 years of my life in a sandy country environment, of

the male specie, unmarried, healthy, but poor eyes. I have a very
Eembkixhenrminenxardxaran sensitive nature and a very quick flaring
temper, Others think that I'm bundle of energy since I am never in
the same place more than tw minutes st a time, but Personally, I
atribute that outward impression to my nervous nature which is mis-

taken for energy. I get tired easily and eften have a very tired
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r— - My grammar scnool education was obtained from a nanixx school
teacher, _ _ @l daddy died when I was yei” én my
early teens. We ved on“a grapevine ranch of 40 acres, and it was
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too big of a dob £be or mother who had f boyé, oldgét being

11l years and young st belnp.six years old to ta care of the ranch

and the boys a//the same time,\ The famm went E/pkrupt since the

mortgage intﬂécsts couldnbt be met time and we had to‘mgve to
the city San Francisco. There we go O0bs as newspaper deldvery

boys., other got married to HF a kindly mah who took a deep interest

£
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’IﬂST“i~g&¥e g COPy Ol parental background To Bob Spencer, fere—is——

PaRe w TAC Chstory
Father- Born at Niigata, Japan on March 18, 1875

Died at Fresno , California of stomach trouble at age of
47 yrs. in 1922, He died on Dec. 26th, 1982,
My father's father owned a general merchandise store in
Oiyama Village, Nilgata, Japan and his mother helped run the store.
My father went to the high school and then he came to this country
on a small boat while yet a very young man, perhaps in his early twenties.
I do not know exact day, but he came to theUnited Statéa while gqulte
young. He was a cabin boy on a ship and then he worked his way up
to become the 'bosun' or the boatswain, He then came to shore and
took a gang of canners and fishers up to Alaska when Alaska was con-
sidered g devéls land. Those that went to work at Alaska canneries
were considered real tough men and no decent person would want to
go there., There were gambling, cheapest type of entertalnment, much
drinking and only the dregs of life were willing to go to Alaska
each canning segson.
My father passed away whep I was only 8 years o0ld so I'm repeating
only what has been told me in bits here and there by those who knew
my real father. He was only five feet tall and welghed less than

115 1lbs. which as I plcture a man would be real small. Yet, I was tdld

that he was asked by the shipping cogpamy which had contrgct to

produce the fish for the eanneries, to foreman the gang to ALASKA
because he knew how to get work out of the so called 'dregs' of life.
Natural ly he had only Japanese crew. These men were, called 'alaska boy'
for most of them were bachglors since in those days, there weren't very

many mgrried yet. In fact, most of them were adventurers seeking fortune
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only they never got rich for they gambled and drank all of it up and

most of the time, they were deeply in debt to the shipping companles.

After few seasons, my dad seemed to be able to save. It seems that |

in spite of the tough environment and the low-class type of ppople he
had to work with and boss, he was gble to get the best work out of
them. He never drank or smoked and yet, he as fable to command their
respect. Perhaps he was smallest of his crew in physiéal measure-
ments, kExkx yot, he was able to order them ground and they would
obey him, One thing which everyone that =mmpx spoke to me about my
dad sald was that he was a honest man.

He only had a hlgh school education but @e was so sincere gnd
honest with everyone that one couldn't help but look up to him for
wise advice and many of his workerslwould let dad be thelr purse
by glving thelr earnings for him to hold and asked him not to give
it back until they got back to their home.towns for they would
drink and gamble it away on the ships and at camp in Alasks. Well,
1t seemed that dad was able to save 5,000 dollars in a short time,
and he wanted to settle down. So, he went to Livingston, California
one of the famous farm spocts of California which was cultivated
almost entirely by Japanese hands. From the sandy desert lands, a
rich, flourishing vineyards, orchards and small scale truck garms were
developed. He invested in a large farm and started his career as a
farmer.,

He went into partnership with some other men and they got a corpora-
tion started for they couldn't buy or rent lands due to anti-alien
land laws of California which is still in effect. They had to borrow
the names of some citizens of this country which they dild, and a

corporation was formed for 120 acres, After five years of partnership,




he decided to buy his own farm and get married. He asked a good
friend of hls to get him a wife from Japan. He sent some money and
a lady who was the wife of the editor of the only Japanese newspaper

at the time in United States, for that matter in America, went to

Japan and brought back myxmetkmwm a young woman who lgter was to

become my mother.

It took quite a bit of money to purchase new lands (40 acres)
of uncultivated ground and in order to get plants, equipments,
house and barns built, he had to borrow some money from the Loan Ass'n,
He mortgaged his farm and borrowed 8,000 dollars to get started.

He got married in 1913 and I was born in Deec. 1914, He was only
on the new farm 3x a very short time and the war broke out. No erop
would be expected for another five, six years at least. In the mean-
tlme, strawberries, potatoes, etc. were planted to give something
to eat and sell, The mgtn Crop was to be grapes for almost all of it
was vineyard and about 3 geres of apricots,

Hust about the time,that the Crops were ready to yield good sized

¢rops, he passed away, 1922. In the meantlme, he borrowed more
money in order to eat in the meantime and he also bought more equip-
ment and horses. So, mother was left with four young boys, I being
thereldeat at 8 and youngest at'less than 3 years old with $10,000
debt and 40 acres of land.

For seven years mother struggled with the farm and tried to rear
us at the same time. Finally in 1929, when the stock market crash
occured, she had to give up the farm and g0 to San Franclsco where

we lived ever since until our evacuatlion to Tanforan in Apr. 1942,

She didn't want to lose the farm for dad put so much work and money
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into it. However, the mortgage company couldn't help us out any more
and since we couldn't pay the taxes or the water bills, we had to
give it up and have it foreclosed,

Father had another younger brother and he is still glive as far
as I know in Japan. His parents are both dead now. For many years
now I have heard nothing from them so I don't know any detailed

informgtion about them.

Mother: Born in Niigata, Japan March 21, 1885
She came to the United States in 1912 after flnishing high school and
a special course in sewing, tea ceremony, floral arrangement, and
midwifery. She was brought to UsS. by Mrs. Abiko, the wife of the
newspaper publisher who was a personal friend of Teddy Roosevelt who
later became President of the United States.

Mother came from a well-to-do- family and was never worried about
livelihood. Therefore she was able to have special training in
cultural pursults such as tea ceremony and floral arrangements.

Her father was a large land owner and was the mayor of the
village called Fukasawa and 13 now called Shinsawa. She was able to

g0 to the city of Tokyo to get her Ehmmihnghmg trainigg at the Finishing

school. In Fukwsawa, mother's family were considered at the topf of

the soclal ladder. 8he had a servant besides her gll the time and
had a enviable position so to speak in the village.,

She was the fourth member of the siblings, having three older
brothers of whom one died early. She had younger sister and yoynger
brother. All are now dead except the younger brother who became a
medical doctor and was very successful in his practice. <*e went to

Chosen and practiced there and now he is retired and is living at
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Mother was from a large family and she clalme that her brothers
and father were all very tall, Her uncles were very tall, averaging
about 5 feet eight to ten inches which is very tall for Japanese. Siee
is only 4'11" and weighs less then 100 1lbs. Her sister was tiney
also, but the men folks were all tall in her family. S8ince we
can't get any contact wiﬁh people living in Japan at this pesent
time, I couldn8t get any more information about her background in

Japan or her parents background.

Mother was told that a very nice gentleman who was a prosperous

farmer wanted her to marry him so she consented to do so since she
was told that many other girls have gone to linited States and had
mirried intc nice homes. She wanted to go to U.S. for she heard that
it was a land of opportunities and land of many riches. She tought
that if she had any children, her children would beneflt in U.S. much
more than in Japan. 80, she came over in a boat called Siberia Maru,
a tiny ship which made her sea sick nearly all the way. She finally
arrived with Mrs. Abiko who was now a veteran on the seas making the
trip between Japan and U.S, number of times.

Within half year she met Mr, Hoshiyama number of times, and they
decided to get married so that he could get back to his farm and
devote all his time to getting the mrapaxxgix land cultivated, So,

she married him in 1913 in San Francisco and kinsmxmpmin then spent
a short honeymoon in a hotel and spend few weeks visiting the bay
area, parks and etc., Then she left for Livingston, the place well
known for its sgnd dunes and dry lands,
. She was more than shocked and scared when she found the country
such g dismal and barren place, She cried and wanted to go back to

Japan. However, she was no longer a young girl, being 28 yrs old

and so she decided to stick it out.
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From a wegdthy family atmosphere to a barren farm land with no
one living near you for many miles and town (small one horse town
about 3 mlles away) which was just a Stop over rallrgod station

it
far away, took lots of grit and courage to make the transigtion fop

her. However, she accepted her fate and life with the samurail stoicism
and determined tec make the best of them. She tells of many untéld
xxkeExrkgxx hardships as she lived those first few years., After, I was
born she was too busy to worry about home and what might have been so
she kept right on going. After I was born, Tom was born and then
John and then Csakqg a girl, and then William and then Goro (still-born).
So, she was kept busy between cooking the meals and rearing four of us
boys that she didn't mind the hardships so much. Osako died at 1 yr
after her birth,

In 1929, the struggle was too much for her and Mrs. Abiko who

brought her to Ameriean soil from Japan found a man who heard about

us and wanted to take care of us. He had a unsatisfactory marriage

and he was divorced from his wife. This person, Mr. Hachiro PFuruhata,
married kkkx his first wife more out of pity than love it seems for
she had a very beautiful face, but a physical disfigurement., So, she
left him and he divorced her. There were many times when we had
nothing left in the house to eat and I still can mmmhax remember very
distinely when mother would make broth like 1lijuld out of rice and
gilve it to us. We had nothing but soft rice and water, and yet she
would give it to us and when we asked her why she didn't eat, she
replied that she wasn't hungry. Now, when I think of 1t, it briﬁgs
tears to my eyes for she refused to eat so thét we wouldnat starve.
Sometimes, our neighbors would bring us some canned foodstuffs or a
small bag of rice and then we would keep going for a little more,

Once, a mother pig with four young pigs came to our farm and Tom
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took a .22 rifle gnd shot one. We feasted for about two weeks on

the plg which was the only meat we had for three months that year,

We used to shoot jack rabbits and robins for food but they would come
only during the season and so we dldn_t have meat during off 8eason,

We had chicken, but we gte it g1l up and since we were all on the

point of starvation, this man who is our step father now took
compassion on us and asked mother to marry him and he took care of us
for about two months until we got our strength back. Mother was so

11l once that she was bed-ridden for a long time. Pinally she got

well enough to travel and we went to San Francisco on Dec. 29th, 1929,
We soon got odd jobs as newspaper delivery boy, step sweepers and ete.
and we have finally managed to pull through until all the four brothers
were finished with their kg high school education. Then I started

for college and finished. Tom who 1s 26 now im was goling to college
when evacuation interrupted it., John and Willie doesn't seem to desire
to attend college, They had a very good business with their grocery
store which they purchased near our home, 4t was located on the

sorner and they were doing £xx good business,

Today, our family 1s considered juite highly by the community
and mother and step dad is very proud of us. Sometimes, we have to
tell them that others do not like to have them speak of their own
sons with so much pride. Even here, we have won the respect of our
neighbors and we have our fingers so to speak in nearly all the

activities at Tanforan.
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Paiigtal background

Step father--Mr. Hachiro Furuhata

Born at Nagoya, Japan in 1884, March 18, 1884

I do not know too much about his 1life in Japan,
except that he was a farmer's son and had graduated high school
and a apecial agricultural school in Japan.

He came to thlis country whlle yet a very young man perhaps
about 20 years old and he went to the rich Stockton Delts lands
known as the tan Jogaquin Valley., There he farmed on tﬁe
potato ranch with the well known Potato king, Uchishima.
then he travelled to Japan and came back to U.8, and lived
in Berkeley, taking active part in church work and started the
first YMCA group in the Bay region for the Japanese.

He was working as Jjanibor in a large apgrtment house on Hyde
Street when he mﬁrried mother.

1 Fal

He changed his job to that of collection agent for the
Japanese AMLRICAN News, largest Japnese and English newspaper
daily on the pacific Coast. He worked three years until he
g€ot a agency with the New York Life Insurance Co.

He didn't have much money when he met us, but all he had
which was close to $1,000 was paid to set up a living quarters
for us in the city, an smiommphEhemgmin gutomobile and to pay
the debts to friends which we had in Livingston. So, we really
started from scratbh when we came to 3an Francisco in 1929.

He worked‘hard until he lost his job and for a while, we were
having a tough time to make ends meet in the city. Finally,
he got few odd jobs here and there and he was able to keep his
morale and spirits up for at one time, I thought he was going
to crack so to speak., He lost all ambitlon and didn't give a

darn. Is got odd Jobs washing dishes, cleaning steps and other
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household domestic YJobs. '

to
e was elected treasuer of the church which we pelonged and

since that time, he has been well and happy. Now, we all all
grown into manhood and so he has no flnancial worries and he
seems very happye.

I've heard so much that step fathers do not usually work
out and I was apprehensive with gmerity but he certainly
proved a real gentleman and a @eal fine dad. We feel proud of
him and feel gratified that everything turned out so well.

He certainly is proud of all of us and since he isn't our real
dad, we try to make it all up to him by treating him as if he
were our real dad.

At Tanforan, he is on the plumber crew and he seems
juite satisfied in his Jjob. He gets $12.00 per month which is
good for gn 1ssei gt Tanforan for most of them get only $u.00

as unskilled workers.
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Tom was slected by the Northern California Christian Youth

™. comnecil to represent them at the Amsterdam Youth Congress in 1937,

;M.,o, he has number of excellent friends who are national figures in
w#he religlous field. He was a nominee for the Nisei of the year of
21l the nisel in United States in 1939, He is my second kmxhx brother,

My third and fourth brothers are not so famous, but they are wal

liked and are very popular with the people here.
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lleetings were called in order to plan for the future of the

college students, Jobd situation was studied and discussions were

held at the YMCA bullding. We had to put on socials to maintain the
morale of the people during the anxious days. It really was g big
job and when I stop to think about 1t, I wondered how I ever lived
through it gll. We were working till midnight eévery day and during
the time when the curfew mmex was in effect, I was still at the ¥MCA
working when I should be at home after 8;00 pm.

As 1 remember, there were lots of confused thinking and rumors
would spread like wild fire, It was a task 1in 1tself just to dispel
the rumors., That is one reason I had to contact the Attorney General's
office so many times. It was necessary to obtaln travel permist for
many of the people mmx who were stranded in the city when the curfew
went into effect. Many lost their Jobs and I had to find relief for
them in such a way that it wouldn't hurt their feelings since the
dnpx Japanese people on the whole are a proud lot gnd they would starve
first before asking for ang help from others, éspeclally from the govern-
ment. Once I took g lady who had two 'sons in the army to the sociagl
welfare department and she applied for relief. When they asked her to
8ign the pauper's oath, she started crying and I asked her why she
didn't want to sign it., She replled, "It's a disgrace to my sons gndif
they should ever find out that T had to apply for relief by signing the
Pauper's oath, it would disgrace my sons forever and they would neger
be able to hold their head up again. The two sons who were in the
army didn't get their Pay and xkmix so they-couldnﬂt send any money
home, but in the first place, they didn't know how badly off she was.
She had a job and she lost it which meant she had to find a new place
to sleep and she had to pay rent and eat out of her own money. Before

she lived with her employer and ate with her.
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Prior to evacuation, I was working at the Japanese Branch of the

S¢gn Francisco Metropolitm YMCA. My duties were to take care of

oys work and chargcter-bullding program for the youth of our community.
However, the type of work I had to do were so numbbous that it would
be hard to classify. I had to take care of social work, charity type
of work providing foodstuff, clothing and ete. to needy, run an employ-
ment bureau, promote community wide events such as carnivals, bazaars
hobby shows, summer schools, music classes, dance classes, youth
dlsaussion groups, volunteer officers force, and accounting. I had

to act as counsellor for students, take care of delingquencies, take
care of friendless individuals, church contacts, athletic events,
partlicipate in city-wide affalrs with other youth agencles of the cilty
and be a friend with a willing hand to gll.

During the crisis right after the declaration of war, I was

helping the community by getting accurate information from the FBI,

the U.S. Attorney General, the Immigration Department and the Social
Welfare Department and acted as clearing house, information bureau,
news offlce and escort Ememyxrmxmbmguruxmm bureau., We printed information
a8 they developed in English and Japanese and distributed the newsheets
to the doors. I got the Wolunteer help and organized it with the

help of the J.A.C.L. people. I had to help get number of birth
certificates and many o trip I made to the Federal Reserve Bank to

clear up property report information and aid others to do it,
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In addition to the YMCA work, I was active in the Protestant
Church activities. I had a sunday school class to teach every Sunday
morning and I was often asked to give talks here and there. As for
church work, I didn't giée 1t more time than Just what I spent with %
Sondays. However, in the afternoons on Sundays, I would have to
work at the YMCA for our activities were busiest when other people had
free time. ;

Since the wa r broke out, I had no time for movies or any sort
of recreation except occasional game of ping pong or badminton.

I liked to play tennis and got my Jugor College lbck 'SF!' but I
could afford the time to play it. It really was a hectic life and

I must have lost 15 pounds. I was too busy to get sick. During the
week day nlghts, we held three meetings on cooperative study groups
and war relocation programs. ”

We campalgned for discarded clothing, books, and ete. so that
we would have it gathered in one spot smfx so that we might be able ®
send it to Assembly centers. We sent a load of three ton truekful
to Manzanar of books, pdano, athk tic equipments etc. When we found
out that we had to be evacuated alsc, most of the unnecessary stuffs
had beén collected and there weren't very much. However, we were
able to ask through the Friend's Church, the Fellowship of Reconciliation
and other Christian churchs and organized athletie groups to donate
any ejulpment they could. 1In this method we were able to gather ennough
supplies to furnish a start in the recreation progran at Tanforan for
the first two months. Mr. H. Le Roy Thompson, Director of Recreation,
has oi'ten told us that if 1t weren't for the contributions of others
which we got into Tanforan, our recreation program would not have any-

thing for the first tw wmonths for the government materials didn't

arrive until July. We came to Tanforan at end of April.
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MY ATTITUDE PRIOR TO EVACUAT ION

Untll the very minute that the actual order was given by General

]
De Witt of the Fourth Army Command and Wester Defense, I didn t ever

belleve that we would have to evacuate., I thought they might evaucate
some of' the issei who had close connection with Japan ar were active
in promoting Japanese events in our community, but I really didn't
think the American public would deny our rights to the native citi-
zens of Japanese ancestry. I thought that if such s thing should ever
come about, it would mean that no group in the United States would

be safe. I felt that elther the Constitution of the United States
would have to be torn up or we would not be moved. The newsppapers
clamored for our removal and we watched each succeeding newssheects
wlth eager eyes, but I was confident that we would not have to eva-
cuate, 80, I told all those who asked me that there was nothing to
ﬁorry about and that I would guarantee that we won't evacuate. All
that I had been tgught in schools about the ejqual right of citizens
beifore the law and the equality of races, creed or sex had become

part of my convictions as far as the United States' way of life was
concerned and I had absolute faith in it.

When the announcement of the order came out, I was terribly hurt
and surprised. I felt like renouncing all which the stars and stripes
stood for and I gE felt bitter. Then when I tried to think the thing
through with my limited conception of the historical background of our
nation and my limlited knowledge of constitutional laws and procedures,
and with supplementary readings of the justificiation of the order as
glven by General Do Witt and others who supported the measure, I realized
that the thing was bigger than Just one racial group and that it war
a real war where the eénemy elther shoots you down or you shoot the

enemy. It wasn't a fight with words, but with lethal weapons which
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killed and murdered. In such type of war where the whole nation

was involved, our group represented less than 10% of 1% of the total
population of United States. If we were 130,000 strong and often

a army that size is captured or killed in g single combat, 1t doean't
mean much to a large nation of over 130,000,000 people which is fighting
for 1lts very life,

Then, I thought a little further, and tried to think of BES¥ other
alternative plans which would be better for our nation than mgss
evacuation.l I realized that time was the important element, but
the expense and the work involved did not Justifyy the actions of the
army in my opinion. But, what's one humble person's oplnion when
he is so insignificant.

Then, when one thinks of the pressures which were brought to bear
upon those making the ultimate decision such as the pressures brought
in the economic reslm by moneyed interests and pressures brought sbout
by other factions in the political field such as the Native Son's
and Daughters of California and etc. Some of the ecomonic pressure
groﬁps were the Bank of America, Associlated Farmers, Nursery ASscclation

of Northern California, Produce Market Ass'n of Southern Cgqlifornis .

Well, I finally came to the realization that no matter what my
yersohal feellings or opinlons were on the matter, the problem was
much bigger than just one person or one groupg of perséns and that the
next best thing for me to do ﬁas to obey the orders andé cooperative
to the fullest extent. I did think of staying put and was even willing
to go to jail irf necessary to fight for my rights and privileges which

I cherished. However, my chance to oppose the orders ma was during
the Tolan Committees Hearing and ‘8ince the ones who made the final
declslon got all the arguments and opinions snd some facts and based

their decision on them, I decided that it would be to the better interest
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of our country to give the authorities fullest cooperation.
This was the way I looked at the evacuation orders and the
curfews. If the proper authorities felt that the restrictions
imposed on the aliens and nisei were necessary, then I must
elther obey them or take the consequences of violating them,

I didn't gquite understand why the nisei of Japanese parentage
were singled out and so I wrote to various people who were

in high offices such as Commanding General De Witt, Eisenhower,
Governor Olson, President Roosevelt., I cannot prove this state-
ment nor do I think that smny one will ever be in the pesition
to do so, but I think the Army was given certain responsibllity
and they had little to do with the actual deecision. It would

be no use trying to fight the WCCa (Wartime Civilian Contrecl

Authorities) nor bring the case to the Attorney Ceneral Biddle.

It was something which couldn't be touched now that the orders
were given, The Army method and through it's channels the
order would be best obeyed and ecan bo given without violating
Coo muech the democrstic feclings of the nation.

Such precendent, the first of 1ts kind in this country
is a very dangerous thing for it would mean that if some interested
element in our nation wanted to control certain racial group for
their own selfish interests, they could take advantage of the
war erisis or someother national emergency and cause wholesale
disruption of economic and social life.

Now that I have come to the polnt of accepting the orders and
commltted myseli to full cooperatlion, what would be the next
step in my thinking, Immediately, I thought of the dlsruption
if would cause in the soclal, emsmirmsx economie, and educational

life of the Japanese and Japanese-Americans., It would mean that
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many minds would become bitter and many would lose faith in

the way of life which we have called the Ameriean democracy.
Right away, terms such as "Democracy for whom? the White
Amerlecans? " , "Why try to become good Americans when we

are considered to be only damned yellow Japs?","What good is our
citizenship when we are treated like enemies?", My brother is in
the army, ready to die for this country, and yet, we are tregted
1ike bunch of spies,", "The least any fair government can do for
its citizen 1s to give hearings to prove their loyalty", "This

country 1s worse than the Axis powers"., These statements certainly

do not express all the remarks made and expressed freely in our

community right after the orders came into effect, but they do
epltomize the type of feeling and attitude prevalent. Much of it
is still in the minds and hearts of nisei who wanted to be loyal
citizens and who still consider themselves to be real good Ameri-
cans, but feel bitter about the whole evacugtion movement,

Cne interesting sldelight to the nisei's feelings was the
leelings of the issei. They feel that the nisei are given the
rawest treatment gnd if they knew that this country was going to
do such a thing, they would never had brought them into life here
to face such humiliation and disgrace. Many had tears in their
©yes as they talked to us and expressed their thoughts,

All thls made me realize the necessity for proper educstion
and to correct the bestialized attitude of our fellow nisei., I
felt that Americanlzation program for issei and nise|would be very
valuable and that the sooner the better, So, while at the YMCA
We started English classes, Americanization classes giving background
history of our country and tiled to explain why war necessitdtes

number of things which wouldn't be thought of during normal times
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Knowing that the Japanese communlty in San Francisco would be
bewildered and s tunned, we started many activitles to keep up
their‘moral guch as getting speakers who have had war experience
1n both Ching dnd Burope and who handled evacuation to speck to
us giving information as to the type of things which might be
expected., We also gol government officinls to come and speak
to the groups. We sponsored many supper cooperative study groups,
encouraged holding folk daneing and other social gatherings to
uplift thelr scared feelings into a unified effort to cooperate
and help our nation by making the blg job of evacuation easier.

Next, I felt that it's not the immediste things whieh should
be concerned with too greatly, but the future. It was important
to have the assembly center pattern well organized and done with
the minimum of disruption from normal life. After ASsembly
Centers, the War Relocation Centers' problems must be met.
30, we started drive for books, recreation materigls, and any
other things which could be used in the centers., By, we, I mean
the social agencles of our city and especlally my superior, Mr.
Lincoln Kanal, who boday is in the Federal Penintentlary at
Dupont, Washington for vielating the curfew and restriction orders.
He was Iinstrumental in dolng number of foresighted things whigh
helped the asscmbly centers get started In education, recreation
and in obtalning the medleal supplies and proper staff. He pre-
sented number of important problems before the proper W.C.C.A.
and W.R«A. people which prevented many mistakes later on.

Keeping up the different actlivities which came up becguse of
the war situation and trying to best serve the best needs and

interests of the community, I was kept busy day and night until the

muﬂﬁf%%uﬂwmum%&
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About a month before my evacuatlion, I felt that I wobuld
D¢ wasting my time at Assembly centers and Relocatieh, if it
was BQ just stay there and mark time until the war was over
or perhans, be called into active service. 8o, I decided
it would be o my advantage to get further training and get
myself better rwga red for the futur¢g’after the war which I
reallize wlll be hard\for everyoneq especlally the niseil. I
made number of applicatiQns to attend colleges, but was unable
to Bakx get any acceptance If I were an undergraduste, it
would be egsier, but iy order th do graduate work, I needed
money and I didn't Mave or don't hhye enough to go out and
continue schooling without some sort &f a job. Therefore, my
plans fell thfough. 1In the meantime, I dgcided t o make myself

useful apd any way possible,

" volunteered to come to Assembly Center wih the first

cpfitingent of work copps and came on the very first\day.

Having had the chance to talk over the mmgmemmm program of the
camp prior to leaving with the Center Manager, Mr. Wm. ILawson,
I got to know all the so called 'big shots! including the

Vice Mangger, the head of Ser¥ice Division, ,Mr. Greene, and the
head of Flnance Department, Mr. M}ller, and the other men of
the administrative staff, ince I knew 8o mang the evacuees
and the typé of work they had bw®wen g, I was asked by MNr.
Greene and My. Lyons the he of the payroll and timekeeping
department to act as pérsonnel interviewer and recruiter of
work crews. So e first few days, I was sy all day getting

zed for various departments as the\needs asrose,

oon, there seemed to be an urgent need for axw Information
2 o9
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Bureai~and a Lost and Found Department. Mr. Gedrge Greene, the
head of Sehyice Division asked me to set up and 1 did that
with a staff oR three persons. Wh on the new job for only one
week, I was gsked Dby : Lhompson, Recreation Director,to
help him organlze the eatlon program since I had some ex-
perience in that 11 (ormer YMCA work. Ule gsked Mr.
Greene to releg me from the Infermatlon Bureau and so I was
able to jojd Mr. Thompson's headguartér!s staff. I have been
there er since, with my job which ealled supervision of

the Boys' Activitles for the entire community at Tanforan.

g}

- L

I consented to teach a sunday school c¢lass of hig% schoo}
boys every sunday morning in the Protestant aumEralk Churchy but
I didn't want to get too deep into the religious activiiies

at camp since I just didn't feel like doing 1it. However, I did
attend the morning worship every Sundgy morni g and enjoyed 1it.
I took active part in setting up the Young People's Pedlowship
whilch was a informal religilous meeting of high school graudates
and up every Sunday night. I also became the co-adviser to the
High School age group Fellowship. After 1t was started gnd well
on its way, I dropped out and didn't gttend the EXEiRgxx evening
meetings. I missed the meetings for about a month, ahon one

Sunday night, the group composed of the collecge age young people

1
elected me thelr chalrman of the executive cabinet. I didn t want

Lo accept and my heart wasn't in it at all. However, I prayed
to God for guldance and I was led to accept becguse there was g
definite lack of interest in religion at camp. At the begiliining
month, there was only religlous interecst for the recreation

program was not set up yet, and only time people could get together
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gyas at church elther in the mornings or evenings. Now, which
was in latter part of July, there was so much competitive
activities golng on that very few people came to church.
Those that came were sincere in their quest for truths, whereas,
when the halls were’iilled to overflowlng capacity, many of them
wore merely curlous and they came for social pruposes.
I felt that 1f I could exert my efforts to bring about a
greater Intercst in the religious values of life, that I could
serve my Lord no better. So, I accepted the pesition knowing
that I couldn't play badminton on Sunday nights like I had been
doing for four previous Sundays prior to election.

On the cabinet were four of the most able and experlienced

people to help me. There were eight on the cabinet, but four

of the important posts were to be held by well known Christian

leaders. They were all college graduates and had previous
experience In youth work in Christian work as laymen. When I
saw the list of impsoing names, I, thousht that my job would be
very simple, However, when I found out that none of the four
people accepted, and that I was. the only one who accepted, I felt .
quite sick. I realized that thelr hearts weren't in it and I
didn't press them too mueh since I appreciated how they felt,
new each one of them had very important jobs, top jobsd
in their department. One was the head librarlan, another was
the principle of the Pre-School Nursery and another was her
helper., The fourth person was the manager of the mess/¢ hall
and 8o I couldn_t m force the jobs on them. I had to look for
other substitutes, but was able to find only one and 8o three
of the other posts are still unfilled,

I am determined to make the besat of the situation and we haw

ad some excellent meetings and sttendance has increased some,
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in usim boysend—in her proviems.

I went to Junlor High School, graduated from it and went to
three more years of high school. I alwvays wanted to play around
like other boys and go out for school athletie teams and other
activities, but since I had to be on my job at certain time every day
rain or shine, I had to forego the pleasure of enjoying my after-
schools like other boys who didnAt have to struggle economical 1y,
Now, as I look back over my hardships, so it seemed at the time, I
feel that I should be appreciative of the experiences I had for it
helped to mold my character and give me a true smmmxem sense of
the word work and money,

At high school, I did sneak in enough aftersbhools to make
my block "C" which took all of the three years to do 1t. I parti-
cipated in track, basketball, and tennis, but 1t was hard work for
it meant cutting work or going to work late in order to make the
practices and games and when;ver we took a trip out of the clty,

I had to either find someone to take my place at the p paper route,
or not make the trip and thereby lose my chance of playing on the
first string.

After high school, I was fortunate enough to be given a chanve
to lead o boys club at the YMCA. I always liked to associate myself
wlth young boys and here was my chance. I gave my chance all the th
and study I was able to muster. I started to take asctive interest in
Sunday School tesching and church work.

I was elected chairman of the Young People's Union Church, one

of the first nisel English BF@aking Vhristian church in the iinited

States. I was about the youngest one on the first cabinet, but I

felt 1t my duty to do my best in spite of my age., I finally, did

_ fadp—erouphof—a—job-thep-J.was-pedelected the next term, It_ggxp

e —
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FAIR ENQUGH OF A JOB to be re-electec the followlng term. It gave
me great pride and honor to be so respected. Even to this date,
among many of my experiences, I count that honor as one of the
biggest thrill that happendec to me, All thls happendd to me right
after my graduation from high school. That very same year, one
month after I graddated from high school, I was offered a job in
a goldfish and tropical fish firm. It flattered me to think that
I was asked to take a job instead of my going after a job as 1s the
usual custom. The pay wasn't very bad in comparison to what most
nisei with high school education were getting. I got $15.00 per
week which was raised later to $20.00 per week, Very few Japanese
owned firm padd that well,
I worked for four years, until my youngest brother finished high

school. Then, I decided to continue with my education for I felt

the inadequacies of my high school e ucation to c ompete with others
who had college education in the social and mental and economical

field. T decided that I would go to school again, and.igiéu the

regst of my brothers.”‘fﬁéiﬁéﬁtally, I have igﬁﬁebrothers, namely,
Tow, o () S0-00—
FH, =Wy a mother and a step father who really couldn,t be better

than a real father. We all got along very well, Mother was very
strict sb we often clashed, but she has toned down quite a bit and
she doesn'bt keep us tied to her apron strings too strictly now. Per-
haps she felt the futility of such a action for we felt that we knew
how to take care of ourselves and didn't listen too carefully to
what she advised., So far, we have managed to escape any legal or
other complications or enganglements,

With the $150.0U that I saved in the bank after much saving and

cutting down of all unnecessary expenses, I startec to pursue my

college education. First, + went to Jr. College in San Francisco
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where I graduated with honors. I was active in Debating team, tennis,
and Economics Honor Fraternity. I won my Champlionship block in Tennis
being the only nisei out of over 500 to win the honor of & champlonship
block "sSB". Aftet two years of Jr, College, I entered the University’
of California.

Since my funds had already run very low, I had to apply for a
Job to continue my education. The only type of Jjob whichwas open
to the nisel were famlly work or other such menial jobs. There was
plenty of discrimination in the employment office at University
of Callifornia and at one time, there was a big row which nearly JJ
caused scandal for some of the administrative workers in the °ff1°°'13,u>P

(".l

I got a job as sTio0l boy and my duty was to prepare the foods, (S

keep the house in good order and do the housework on Saturdays. G‘&

Betwemn my work and school work most of my time was well taken up.
However, at thls time, I met a young girl and fell in love with her,
She was working in a beauty parlor and was receiving salary of
$50.00 per month, On this she had to pay for her room and other
personal expenses, Yet, she helped me out financlaldy every month.
I dldn. t want to ask my family members since I knew the tough
straits they were in and so I managed by working on my spare time
end help from my girl friend. We decided to get married soon as I
gradusted and got a job.

After two years of fun, studylng end adventuring at University
of Californal at Berkeley, California, I graduated with honors in
the general curriculum with three majors. Social psychology,
soclal economics and public administration were the three ma jors

which we called under the convenylient term General Curriculum.
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I do not have facts to back up these statements, but as I

remember correctly, the jobs whiech were open to the Japanese-
American Students at U.C. were Jjobs which were classified as
domestic jobs. Until very recently none of the nisel were
able to get any jobs which gave them any experlence in the
office, labgratory, etc. Houseboy jobs and janitorial jobs
were the only openings. Even if there were jobs which were
open, nisel applicants would never be given the priority to

try for the so called clerking, office work, or white collar

jobs., Even if the job was mess boy or hashing in eating

places, the nlisei would nevér get it for they were x not
given work orders to report for these jobs. 8o, an investi-
gation was made and these things were found true.
Justifications given by the administrative officers 1in
charge of employment mxmxkkxk were that caucasians would not
| take houseboy jobs and housegirl jobs and so the nisel and the
Orientals were given those jobs. Also, when NYA jobs were
being applied for by the nisel, they were given the hardest
time by having to exhgust all other means of work before being
given NYA jobs. Their caucausian friends would gét NYA jobs
by just applying. This was the type of discrimination which
took place at the UC employment office and the schocl offlcials
didn't do anything nor could they do anything until faoté were
in their_hands. President Sproul helped to get the situation
slthered, but it left a bad taste in the mouths of the minorlityy

groups like the Orientals and the Race relations groups.
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At the University of California, I took advantage of all

spare time and participated in the Japanese Student Club, the Race

Relatlons Study group, the Oriental Study Group, the Students Re=-

lations Group, the Honor Students Assoclations, The drama group,
took Bridge lessons, rhumba lessons, and attended Little Theatre
productions, and other extra curricular activities as 1t presented

themselves.

; gﬁring my last jerm at Univ. of California | took three

Civil Sepvice Examinatlons for jobs which were to open up right

after graduation. 4t so happened thet I placed on the eligible
list on them and before I grad@lated, I received word that I could
go for an interview right after the last final if I were inter sted,
Just a bout this same time, I was offered a Job as the Boys' Work
Secretary at the Japanese Branch of the San Franclsco Young “en's
Chriétian Association.

It took my best thought to decide, but I decided after many
hours of praylng and sed& ing of advice and suggestlon from Ehrmaday
friends, community leaders and minister of my church. I decided to
glve my life to the YMCA movement which offered about half the pay
that I would have received from the Civil Service job as Social
worker in REmkhiexacminimtmmbimnm Soclal Security Agency. I based
my declslion briefly on the following basis: I have been glven only
80 many years to live in this world. I can choose to a large extend
how those years shall be lived. I felt that unless I did live my
life the best that I could, I would never get a chance to come
thls way again. I knew that it was a challenge, but I accepted the
challenge of the harder and more demanding work of service and
character bullding to that of public servant under Uncle Sam's pay.
It meant meager economic securlty and more difficult work, but there

was greater honor and prestige attached to it., I took 1it,
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I STARTED TO WORK in June 1941 and the evacuation process

forced me to give my job up on the end of April, 1942. Just one
[ W

month less than one year, I was out oquob again,—and—here—Fam

: PN
. or 5 Onigf:——_"ﬂ—ﬂ____ﬂ:K;JJﬂ’l/‘L’b

Life at Tanforan as Lvacuee

When a general call for volunteers to set up the Tanforan
Assembly Center was made, I offered to go as a work crew to help
£ix up the camp for later evacuee arrivals. I decided to do my
part In keeping the morale of the camp at its highest and at the
same time, try to set a pattern of wholehearted cooperation and
unselfish efforts so that those who mey follow will find a good
pattern of living to follow. I came to Tanforan drtving my own
jalopy (old 1929 Buiek coupe) which I sold to the government for
$40.00 cash, but have not received the cash yet.

April 28th, 1942 was my departure date from my home in
San Francisco and my new start as a evacuee at Tanforan. First day
was spent in {ixing up the horse stall which was to be my home of
rest and smell for the next few months. After getting the baggages
and few shelves and staads bullt, I went out to help the other evacuee
get their baggages delivered and the beds and blankets set up for
sleeping,

My reaction to moving was one of adventure and expectancy of
worst condition than what we found. I felt that we were given a pretty
good deal and decided then amd there that I am going to be happy at
Tanforan, We aidnit know just what to expect, but I knew that it
couldn't be bad for all the officla 1s treated us cordially and
since I felt that they were doing thelr best with the job they were
given, we might as well cooperate and make the best of it., It would

be no use to fight against the Center Administration, since they
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' didngt have anything to do with us being in the ASSEMBLY Center, If
there was to be any fighting to be done, verbally or kme otherwise,

it would be more to the point to fight against the pressure groups,

The Native Sons and Daughters of California, Earle Warren and gang,

the Bank of America, the Farm Grangers, the Nursery and Produce
Market people and those who pushed the move to oust us from our
homes. In other words, the best methods to combat public clamor and
pressure to get the Japs, citlzens and aliens, out of the cities
and farms were to educate the fair minded and justice loving
Alerican people and get at the source of the opposition and at the
people who knowingly vidlate the very principle of democracy and
Americanism.

At first, I felt that we should cooperate with the Army orders
to the full extent without any question for it would mean that
the less the Army had to worry about us, the easier would their
task be to flght fascism abroad and at home. I didn't realize what
a tremendous task the Army took over when it took over the Job of
evacuating ©0,000 Jpanese and Americens from their homes to Assemblu
Centers and War Relocatlion Sites, It was the pressure groups and
newspaper propaganda which forced tle Army to take drastic me&asures
and I personally feel that the Army regrets taking over such a
Job for which they weren't prepared or fitted to do. 'No wonder that
80 many disgraceful mistakes were made. Many observers rationalize
and say that 1f the Army could provide good concentration camps for
the evacuees and evacuate them smoothly, 1t wouldn:t be right, for
democracy should know very little about Concentration camps and
their methods. That's the reason why they did such a poor job.,
1t was much metter job than what is done 1h inglénd, Germany and other
Buropean country, but it was stuppd and assinine nevertheless., 4+t's

going to be one of the big.est black mark in democraecy that United States
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will have to justify. I'm sorry it happendd and I donﬂt think there's

any excuse for it for there could have been many olher alternative
plans. Not one person even got a hearing to prove his loyalty. It
was a mass raclal dlscrimination and done without reason or sanity,
but under pressure and economlc greed.

The first week at Tanforan was a busy week, since I worked until
10 to 11 om every night helping the latest arrival get their stalls
and barracks in order to sleep. Lights had to be fﬁrniahed, beds and

mattresses had to be provided, and their beddings and baggages
had to be delivered. The system of getting things delivered was so
disorganized that it was a shame. The WPA workers hired to organize
the induction of evacuees were dumb bunnies. They were the misfits
and dregs of private employment so they didn_t know how to organize
or get things systemltized., It took suggestions end headwork of
the nisei personnel to help solve the baggage traffic problem. In
addition to the dulmb Adminlistrators the Army insisted upon sending in

evacuees on schedule when the Center Manager, Mr, Wm. Lawson pleaded

with them to let him get the place ready for occupancy.

For example, let me cite one case, One day, 1,000 evacuee came
in and 1t took every free men and women to get the place ready for
them to be able to have a place to rest their weary heads and feets.
Next morning, there wasn't a bed extra in which someone could sleep
1f they arrived, The plumbing wasnit ready yet, and carpenters and
electricians were yet fixing the places up for occupancy. The Center
Menager begged the Army not to send any more people until a few days
later. This ° got personally from “r. Lawson., The Army told him
that 1t was keeping to its schedule and that he was supposed to keep o

to his schedule. So, another 800 people arrived, and no place was
ready for them, Agalin the mad panic and rush to make new ticks for
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the beds, and beds had to be gotten someplace to provide sleepling place

for the new arrivals. The baggages and personal belongings couldn't

]
be delivered right away for the baggages didn arrive until after

six O'clock that night. But, finally, in the end the people had
their stalls or barracks assigned to them and they found roof over
thelr head when 11 pm rolled around. Many didn't get their beds,
mattresses or beddings until the next day. Some had thelr baggages,
but didn_t have beds to sleep in., Many slept on the floor and one
baby got pneumonie and had to got o the San Mateo Hospitdl.

Another disgraceful thing was the sloppiness and the lack of
medicine and equipment at the hospital. Imagine 8,000 in camp and
not enough medlcine to care for ten people. The doc@iors said, one
in particular, Dr. KK, sédd, "I have more stuff in my cabinet at home
than what's at this whole hospital. They didnat even have
food plates or wa ter cups for the patients., Not one tiny ounce of
dope weas at the hospltal to kill any pain, end no surgical operation
could be done since there weren:t any instruments to do it with.

It was dlsgra‘ceful. Even now, 1 shudder to think what wbuld have
happendd had some serious accldent or acute appendicitis had occured
during the first three weeks or so. The hosplital was understaffed,
underequipped and mismenaged with internel personality trouble

which finally resulted in resignation of ¢tne man and one doctor

and family being sent to Tulelake Relocation Center.

Well, to get back to my activities at Tanforan after the first “J,l;
of my previous affiliation with the YMCA and activitfy in community
wide affairs and Church work, I was asked to handle the hiring of
personnel and interviewing of them so that a good reference file

mfx for future hiring could be had., I helped in the Employment
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Off'ice for two weeks getting people to work for various maltenance
and other necessity duties, However, there arose a need for someone
to handle the Information office and tie Lost and Found Deadquarters
which was delegated to me by Mr. George Greene, head of the Service
Diviglon of' the Center. I set the office up and got mysell two
assistants who helped with the work. Soon, the Director of Rec-
creation arrived and we had & nice chat. He wanted to have me help
him set up the Recreation organization and he requested Mr. Greene to
release me from the Information and Lost and Found 0ffice and transferred
me to the Recrestlion Headquarters Staff as the Director of the Boys
Recreation Activities.

I immediately set to work and tried to get the boys leaders
and their clubs orgsnized. In the meantime, I was asked to handle
cne of the seven rec, halls and get 1t staffed so that 1t could run
smoothly without ny help. I got a Community Center Director and
got groups started with a skeleton staff and moved myself out of
the plicture from tihe Rec. hall. I went to the Rec. headquarteré
where I have been up to now and hope to be there for the interim that

we are at Tanforan, —%’b,’ w‘("}t%

Whersrer there is & chance for myself to be useful I try to help

&

out, no matter if 1t concerns recreation or not. 1In faect, I'm quite
busy with things besides recrection, but I feel that anything to

help the morale is helping recreational purposes in the final analysis
and so don't feel too badly for putting some of my time in things
beside my paid job. I got onthe Rec, staff as Profession and Techni-
cian rating which meéans that I will be getting 16,00 per monthpplus
my board and room and 42,50 scrip and $3.82 value of basic clothing.

I enjoy my work as Recreation Staff member for it has much of the

things I used to do as Secretary at the YMCA. I am haggy and do not
o

t biltter_or skeptica I know it's not ri ur being here at
faakoens, bbut i F o wesought to make the best of 1t.g "
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I was asked to go to the reloecation center on or about Sept.
9th with the first contingent which includes the work corps to
set up the camp., My desire was to stay t1ll the very end so
Chat I could enjoy California wegther much as possible, knowing
that it may be years and years and maybe never that I would ever
step on California soil again.
There was a need for four recreation leaders to g0 down
to set up the facilities and program for the new camp and I was
one of the rour selected to go down., I have had specializd
training and if Mr, Thompson felt that I should go, I thought to
myself that 1t would be to my advantage for it would insure me g
Job in the type of work I was able to do well. After talking
1t over with my brothers and folks, and my close friends, I
decided that I ought to go,
I have so much work before me that I don't know how I ever
Will complete 1t all, but I must just keep trying. I have to
finish up on the soeigl studies in this Camp and get all my
reports in for the recrestion program. I have g staff of 8 boys
working with me at the recreation headyuarters and since I'm
in charge of all the boys getivities which means all the e¢lubs
.and thelr activitiles, it keeps me purty muech on the go. In
addition to actual elub work, I am responsible to provide
leadershlp and demonstration for all the hardicraft work.
In addition to these duties, I have the Young People's
Fellowship to worry about and the now Job of co-chalrman of
the Arts and Hobby Show for the threec day Mardl Gras Flesta.
The Hobby shows includes seven sectlons, namely, Paintings,
Art work, Handleraft of all types, Floral Arrangement, Garden

Show, Vegetable show, Dwarf trees and ornamental gardening show,
Boat Show, and Clothing show--of everything made at Tanforan.
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There was much speculations as to when the group will

actually leave and to where, but the date of leaving has been

officially announced. The place 1s yet not officially announced

although many of the people are 90§ sure that it would be
Abraham, Utah. Since, then, there has been much rumors as
to who would leave first, and how they would leave,

Finaldy workd has come out that Mess Hall No. 2 would
leave last and that this garea must volunteer 80 workers in
the mess halls so that the malin mess hall which was first used
when we came into camp and has been discontinued since all the
local mess halls near the living areas were opened could be
operated to take up the emergency of feeding as the mess halls
would be closed when people move out starting on the 15th of
September. First work ocrop group will leave on Sept. ©9th,
and the first contingent of cvacueesfd would leave starting
from S8ept. 15th and continue until the end of the month.

There are some who wants to leave first and some who wants
to stay. However, the order has been released how the camp shall
be moved so the people in general has accepted it and I don't hear
any more rumors nor discontentment.

Just to give a picture of the btype of life I lead in this
camp=-=a camp which has been organized very well, and is running
very efficlently-~I shall give a descriptive running account of
my activities,

One Weeks' Activities of myself.
Monday- 6:350 am. Shower and wash up, shave, comb my hair and wait
for the Emx siren which means the head count man will come to check
each one of us daily, 6:40 am and 330 pm. twice dally.

7:00 am. Breakfast of two toast and one small sjuare of butter,

- s
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My father was an abstainer of tobacco and aleohol throughout

¥Ya juro Hoshlyamag

his whole 1life, He just didn't care g to smoke and he didn't like
drinks for it made him sick. It was not a question of religion
or taboos which made him an abstainer, but personal dislike for
any licjuor or tobacco smoking.

Re: Farm partnership

Mr. Yajuro Hoshiyama came from rural Japan and had experience
in farming although his folks owned g merchandise store in Japan.
Mr. Tanji, Mr. Sumita both invested enough money into farmland
in Livingston, Californigq. The land they purchased was kxzxem
barren and Messrs. Tanjl and Sumlta were newspapermen without
much farm experience. So, they approached Mr. Hoshiyama to
mangge the farm and for compensation, they asked him to be one
of the partners, Until 1915,-aliens were permitted to'bﬁy and
rent property, real and personal.

Selection of partners was not of his choice, but he was

selected by the other two to foreman the farm and make it productlive.

He agreed to do this and he was on this farm for five years before

he vought his own farm in my name since I was g citlzen of Unitéd
States. None of the other partners were his kenjin or from his same
village or ken.

He met Messrs. Sumita &n Tanjl at the Japanese American News-
paper plant where these two gentlemen worked. In the early years,
the 'shinbunsha' or the Newspaper plant was the center of all
activities for the early Japanese pioneers. So, natfurally he went
there to book paasage to Japan since he wanbed to go after his
fianceé. His fianced was walting for him to come after her in
Japan. Hls parents and her parents made a mutual agreement to

have them married while both he and the girl were in thelr childhood,
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roached
However, when iggra%xnﬂ by Messrs. Tanjl and Sumita to help

them start their farm and with the incentive of becoming one of
the partners, he agreed to do this, and in the meantime, Mr, Tanji
promlsed to have someone biing his fiancee hxzk from Japan for him.

It so happened that the parents of his fignce8 did not like
to send thelr daughter to strange land far gecroes the Pacific when
the husband=to=be wasn't interested enough to come after her hime
self. Therefore, the parents refused to give up their daughter
and belng a Japanese daughter of wellebred and cultured family
she -obeyed. (fillal piety-well known among Japanese sons and daughters.)
S0, when Mr. Tanjl asked his friend, Mrs. Ablko to get Mr. Hoshiyama's
féanced and bring her to America, Mrs. Abiko had to tell Mr, Tanji
that she failed in her mission.

Mr. Hoshlyama was a man of his word and when he accepted to
manage the barren farm so that 1t will become productive, he wiould
stick with 1t until he succeeded or death prevented it, Mr. Tanji
and Mrs. Abiko both felt very lmpressed with Mr. Hoshiyama's stick-
to-1tiveness and promised him that they will get someoneg else who
will be Just as good if not better than his ex-filanced for his wife.

And so 1t was that Mrs. Abiko brought Fusa Takato who became
Mree Hoshlyama and my mother later. MNrs. Abilko brought my mother-
to-be-withtgﬁaeother young ladies who were brought over to become
brides. Incldentally, two of the ladies who came over on the same
ship with my mother are living in the same relocation center at
Central Utah Relocation Center (lov. 22, 1942).

There was no dowry or any fees involved. Mr, Tanji and Mrs.
Ablko were the baishgkunin gnd they performed the nécessary

‘arrgngemnents because they felt obligated to Mr. Hoshiyama for his

unselfishness and for making him lose the chance to bring the girl

who was promised to him since his childhood,
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The other three young ladies whom Mrs, Ablko went after to Japan
and brought over to United States were marriages by balshakunin,
but no fees or dowryes were involved. The husbands of these three
girls were working at the Japanese ?American Dally Newspaper
which was owned and published by Mr. Kutaro Abiko, husband of

Mrs. Abiko.

Mother stayed with Mrs. Abike during the brief five or sixg
months which preceded the marriasgge to Mr, Hoshlyamg. Mrs, Abiko
lived at Fulton Street &iﬁi@i (1910 Fulton St) in San Francisco,
California. She introduced her to Mr. Hoshiyamg and helped her
get orlented to western way of living and the-city 1life in San
Francisco. There were no other baishakunin except Mr., Tanji
and “rs. Abiko.

r, and Mrs. Y. Hoshiyama were married by a Christian
minister (Japanese man) at{ the home of Mrs. Ablko. %§x
Immedlgtely after the wedding, friends of Mr. Hoshiyama, and
friends of the balshgkunins including those working a* t the
newspaper plant were invited to g banjuet at one of the leading
Japanese Hotel (Ogawa Hotel) in 8an Francisco. It was a Christian
marriage although both Mr. and Mrs. Hoshiyama were not Christians,
that 1s, they heard about Christiantjy, but weren't baptlzed until
1923.

Mex

loan Associgtlon

The late, Mr. K. Abiko, and Mr. Mingbe and number of other
wealthy men around 1900's got together and organized a Nichi-bei
Loan Association to help the pionser JapaneSe finance their ventures.
The ASsociation pald good interest and loaned money at prevailing

Interest rates. The Loan gssocigtlon went bankrup becguse lMr. Abiko

and few other far-thinking individuals abused the use of the capithl
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fﬁnds by pﬁrchasing lands in Livingston, Cressey, Turlock and
nearby gfeas. Thousands of acres were purchased with hopes that
the Japanese ploneers would buy from the Loan Association when
they accumulated enough money. They would borrowA enough to
make the payments in the purchase of lands and pay back to the
Nichi-bel Loan Association in easy payment amounts. It so
happened tha t enough buyers of lands weren't gvallgble and the
Nichi-bei Loan Assoc. had to keep paying taxes ahnd irkigation

taxes without the benefit of productivity on the lands.

ir, Abiko and “pr, Minabe both smnk in lots of thei%;wn

menay in order to cover the taxes and mkkxx etc., but in time,
they couldn't keep it up any longer, and since the land in and
around Livingston was sandy and the white settlers failed to
make it produce, the Japanese farmers didn't gec ror it too readlly
which meant that the Nichi-bei Loan Association had to declare
bankruptey. Mr., Abiko was called to £ court, but wasn't con-
victed since he was able to prove that he had no selfisﬁ ulterior
motives in using the Nichi-bel Loan Assoc. funds. He had put gll
of his money which he realizxed from the newspaper into it and then
80012,

Other Loan Assoclation was in form of banks which were in
reallty branches of the banks in Japan.

Parents fricnds

Abikos,'fanjis and the newspaper plant people bacame social
friends of my pa rents while they were in the c¢ity of San Francilsco,
but when they mo%ed into the country (Livingston, California) all
the people living in Livingston, both caucaisafng and Japanese
became good frlends with my folks. My dad was one of the most
popular Jaocanese pioneer in Livingston among the Caucaslan resle

dents there,
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Since Livingston, California (Japanese Colony) which part
the Japanese lived in was known as the Yamato Colony and was
known to be 100% Christian colony, my folks were ushered into
activities which were Christian wnd therefore, more Americanigzed
and Westernized then the life they were used to, Christianlty
seems to have brought to the fore the principles of Democracy and
Americanism to the Japanese more than any other force or instie-
tution within their experiences.

So much on my fa thers side.

My mother:

Since 1923, mother became a professed Christian since father,
mother, and four of us brothers were baptized together at the same
time 1n Livinuston, California by a Japanese minister who happens
to be with us at" the relocation center in Topaz, Utah ( Nov. 1942)
and she has been a cevout and religdous person as far gs I can remen-
ber. She attends church and mid-week Prayer meeting faithfully,
rain or shine and her life has been one of strict adherence to the
ethics and principles of Christ's teachings.

She was baptized in a Methodist Episcopal Church by a Mephodist
minister. It was the only denomination existing in Livingston
at the time. 1n 1929, when we all moved to San Francisco, we
were introducfed to the Presbyterian and Congregational Union
Church and until our evicuation in April, 1942, we attended the
latter church. Mother uas and has been a member of that church

8ince 19Y29. She was re-married in the Union church which was
called the Christ's Church. Nearly all her friends and her’
soclal 1ife was centered about the echurch membership.

Re: funergls
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Re: Funerals Girl, one boy stillborn and father

Three deceased member of my family are buried in Turlock
Cemetery. IHHach one of them were given a regular Church Funeral
service by Christlian minister gnd buried with nearly the whole
Livingston community (Japanese residents and few Cgucasian friends)

In gttendance at both the funeral service at the Church and g

short buriagl service.

The detalls of the funeral services was taken care by a close
friend of the famlly, but the costs of the funeral including
transportafition, coffin, special fees to the minister, and other
incidental expenses were pald by the family (Hoshiyama's).

The funeral service usually consisted of friend of the family

saying words of apprecclation to the gudience and expressed few words
about the deceasecd member. Floor 1s open to anyone who wishes to
express any thoughts gbout the deceased member. Then the minister
glves the message and few hymns gre sung. All thls takes place

in the church. Then the pallbearers take out the coffin to the
walting hearse and most of the people travel the 10 miles to

Turlock Cemetery. Before the coffin 1s removed from the church,
every person in the room marches up in order and takes g last

look at the deceased person.

At the burial grounds, a few hymns are sung and the minister
sives the farewell message. Then each person takes a plece of
flower mx from the wreaths or throws smgll handful of dirt into
the grave Just before covering it up with dirt,

The only thing Japanesy about the funeral ceremonles 4s
bhe spoken word which is in Japanese and the hymns which are sung
in Japanese although the tune and words are direct translation
from the English version. However, bgfore the funeral, one or

two days prior, a wake is held and Japgnese food is prepared with
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tea which 1s served gqfter the wake service.

Right after the actual burigl, those who helped in the
arranging and helped in the transportation and other details
are invited to the houss for dinner, or some sort of bgnquet.
In the city, that 1s 1in San Francisco, the usual custom for
both Christian and Buddhist funerals is to have a banquet at
@8 one of the Chinese restaurants for a 'chinameshl' as a token
of appreciation for the voluntary help given by friends.

Helligion definitely played a big part for the minister
took leading role in the funeral services. Neighbors and friends
were very instrumental in offering their help and taking care of
all the arrangements. Kenjinkal wasn't very forceful for in
livlhgston, there weren't gnother person from the same prefecture
in Japan, and even in San Francisco where close to 5,000 Japanese
resided, very few kenjins were living in the city. Possibly,
20 persons were about all there were and as a kenjinkal, the
Niigata Kenjins were in great minority and therefore not forgceful
or influencial.

Second marrigge

Mr, Tanaka, a feather expert merchant, was a good frimnd of
Mrs. K. Abiko and it sd happendd that Mr. Tanaka was Mr., Furuhata,
my second or step-father's very close and intimate friend. Mr,
Tanaka was 80 close and intimgte with my step-father that he even
influenced him to attend the Catholic church mgss services.

Mr. Tanaka heard about my mother gnd the struggle that she
was going through in Livingston through Mrs. Abiko. Mr. Tanaks
mentlioned the story to my step-father-to-be and he took a special
interest in the story. He wanted to know more gbout it and so
he was introddced to Mrs. Abiko by Mr. Tanaka and mgsx Mrs,

Abiko told “r. Furuhatfa the whole story of our family life.
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It so happened that Mr. Furuhata was estranged from his first
wife for about two years at this time and he felt that his life was
being wasted and he thought that he could find the eluslive happiness
by giving his life to helping our family. Mrs. Abiko had a picture
of mother which he showed Mr. Furuhata. Mr. Furuhata asked Mrs.
Abiko to tell my mother gbout him and gbout his intention of
wanting to marry mother and take care of us four boys.

So, she came to Livingston from San Franclsco, a distance
of about 120 miles and talked to mother gbout the offer. Following

week Mr., Furuhata and Mr. Tanaka was brousht to Livingston by

Mrs. Abiko. They talked the matter over and when Mr. Furuhata

saw the situation we were in at the time, partially starving in
a shgck for shelter, and when mother heard about Mr. Furuhata's
background and his noble desire, an agreement was made.
There were some people 1n Livingston who felt that mother was
not doin_. the right thing by deserting the farm and going to the
city when our flrst father invested every penny of hls earnings
into the farm, but there seemed to be no ather alternative for mother
to tgkke 1f the four sons she had were to live like normsl human
Bim beings. This gll took place about close of Septe,ber 1929.

| After the mmrgmgmertmertsm arrangements were made xmaixkhe by the
baishgakunins W&r&-Mrs, Abiko and Mr, Tangks, mother had to wait
two months Before she recovered enough from her 1llness to travel
without engangering her 1life.

The wedding took place in San Francisco at a gqulet wedding

In the Christian church by a Japanese minister. Only close friends
were invited and mother didn't wear white. It wns an afternoon
wedding with a banjuet in the evening for few friends. There wesme
no dowry of any sort since it was a arrangement brought about by

friends and not a rejuest by either of the parites which were married,
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Clash in family life--Méther versus sons

Mother and I clashed when I became old enough to think for
my self and I took on more or less of an independent alr., After
graduating high school and earning my own wages whlch helped to
pay for our living expenses and to put my three younger brothers
through high school, I felt that I had the right to llve my life
as I saw fit.

It wasn't the usual thing for us to rebel against mother's
wishes, but she was being very strict with all of us boys and
especially myself for she felt that 1f I set the wrong example
to my younger brothers they would follow my bad example. There-
fore she was very strict with me and my conduct. I couldn't stay
out late at nights like other boys were ab&e to do with whom I
" associated and even to attend movies or to visit g friend, 1
would have to report it to mother each time. 1 resented this
strict apron string control over my daily actlivities and so
it was inevitable that we clashed. I would feel that I could
make my own way into the outside world since I was earning my
own xXxx wages. It made 1t easy for me to say to mother that
1 would just as well leave home and find my own way through life.

However, I never actually took up the threat of leaving
home., Diffmrkeme- Differences were settled by just forgetting
about them the next day or by giving in to mother's wishes,
In the last anglysis, I knew that mother held us under strict
abversxkimr observation only for our own good and welfare.

Mother would have the old fashioned (so it seemed to me)
ldeas about our conduct such as not gttending movies on Sundays,
going to too many soclals or dances. Being the eldsst son,

I had to break the ice for setting new precedents as far as
going to dances, attending movies on Sundays, playing card
games on Sundays were concerned. So, 1t was natural that I
had many differences and disagreements with mother. After I
attended few Sunday shows, atterded dances and parties, then
mother accepted 1t as part of the normal activities of young
youths. It was easy for my younger brothers to get out at
nights and gttend movles or socials. I had to ask for per-
mission first, but all they had to do was to tell her that
they arc going, not ask for permission first. Permlssion was
taken for granted a priori.

Motnher probably got thls oXd fashioned (Puritanical) set
of ldeas and attitudes from the old fashioned Christian teachings
and especially from her Christian nelphbor woman in Livingston
who wouldn't let us chew gum or play cards.

Now, 1942, she accepts all of our activities without juestion
except whem we stay out bo late and mar our health. Perhaps,
the type of close survelllance which mother recel ved as a child
has a lot to do with the way we were brought up, She tells me
that she hardly had any social contacts with the oth.r sex
until her marriage in her life. She would always have an servamb
escort take her to places and she never realized the liberty
and freedom that normal girl in this country enjoys. (Not the
loose freedom, but the normal conventional social relationships.




Supplement to F, Hoshiyama Autobiography ior Mr. R. Spencer-10

STEPFALHERS
Christlanity

Mr., Furuhata became a Chr#stian In Japan. He had Chrlstlan
friends who brought him to church number of tlmes and fimmlly
Mr, Furuhata accepted the Chrlstlan falth as his own and has been
a Christian all this time. He 1s not devout like mother, but
he attends church falthfully and takes rather active part in its
functions.

PFirst marriage

~ Mr. Furuhata was married in Japan. He saved enough mong
in Uhited States to buy return passage to Japan and to get
married. His intentions were to find g wife who was willing to
come over to U. S. and live with him. He found such a woman
and married her in Christian church. He brought her over to
San Franclisco and had her attend cooking and sewing school,
sort of a 'finishing' school for young brides. While he was
putting her through school, he went to Stockton to work,

He was married for nearly three years when his wife decided
to leave him and went back to Japan. She finglly came Dback
and was living in Los Angeéles at time of evacuation. There
were no children in this marriage and he felt rather relieved
to have her leagve him. Diworce was a mubtual affalr and theke
was no alimony or property settlement involved.

It seemed that the lady who became his wife wanted to
find someone who would finance her way to Unlted States and
get her set up so that she eould make her way about. She
didn't particular care who itoﬁ% grand from accounts of her
background from akhmr persons than Emkhmmymilxm Mr, Furuhata,
she used fir. Buruhata as a means to an end.

Even whlle he was working in Stockton, she went around
with other men and since thelr divorce, she has been common-lqw-
wife to two other men that Mr, Furuhata knows of,

Mr. Furuhgta feels that hls divorce was a justified action
and doesn't feel the need for any further justlification. He
seemed to accfept it as a part of dife and was living about
two years alone when he heard about our family and about mother,
If anything, his divorce made him happler and freer than-when
he was magrried to his first wife. She worked and kept all
she earned. He paid for all living expenses and billls. There
wasn't much strong love between them. So, he didn't think it
was a loss, but a blessing. In other words, his marriage didn't
turn out the way he had hoped it would or dreamed it might turn
out,.
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Fred Hoshlyama

My religious life--As far back as I can remember, I have
been going to Christian Sunday schools and durches nearly every
Sunday. There was one stretch of five years durlng which I
got a special recognltion for gttending every session of Sun-
day school for five straight years without one absence.

Qur whole famlly were introduced to religious life through
parental influence. They took us to sunday school and we
have been attending sunday schools ever since from force of
habit more than from actual desire or voluntary cholce. It
was the thing to do on sundays.

It so happened that the home town in rural Livingston
where we first lived for my first 14 years was a 100% Christ-
ian community and our whole soclal, gsthletic, club, and religious
activities were centered around the church.

When we were older and too old to be members of the Sun-
day school classes, we started teaching. Therefore, most of
our Sundays, especlally during those years after hilgh school
graduation and until evacuation, we taught sunday school 1in
the first part of the Sunday mornings, then we attended the
morning worship, then at evening, we would attend the evening
church services. 1If we dldn't attend these three sesslions,
we felt that something was missing for the day. It wasn't a
burning desire on our part, but my brothers and myself were
usually holding some kind of a office in the church and our
attendance was more or less expected.

We have taken very active part in the Christian youth
movements and conferences which were held annually and in
these gctivities, we not only gained invaluable leadership
training and experiences, but made many of our lasing social
acjuaintances.

Among the Christian nisel in Northern California, I can
safely say without feeling that I am overstepplng bounds of
good taste that I have been known by them as one of the
young nisei Christian leaders. My name have been in the pxpef
newspapers (San Francisco daily newspaper for issel and nisel)
number of times in connection with some religious agctivities.
It was the experiences which I had with the Christisn acti-
vities which gave me the opportunity to become the YMCA Secretary
right after graduating from the University of California.

Aand so I feel that my religious activities has been a great
help to me and for my future.

My attitude and belief is something which 1s difficult
to put down on paper. For a number of years, I felt rather
hypoeritical for the credit I was glven when deep down in my
heart I didn't and couldn't believe or feecl that it was in me
to live up to the expectations of my teachers, pastors, and
friends. However, during my years at the University, I met
the problem as honestly and couraggiously as I was able to do
so and I have come through the indecisive state of mind with
firmer conviction and definite belief which transcended dis-
belief and doubt. My association with the U.C. Bible League
and my active chalrmanship of religious movements such as ,
the Northern California Christian Conf'erence and the Bay Region
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Young Peoples Christian Conference dmming my college years evidentRy
xXXy helped to mold my conviction into stronger and more organized

“0NEe.

Before retiring at night I pray and at each meal I glve thanks
by prayer, even when I am eating in public in the dining halls
in front of everyone. Of late I have missed number of church
meetings, but my belief and convictions are strong and firm.
I try to attend all religious meetings wheriver it is possible
for me to attend. Hablt and attitudes which have been gradually
buitt up over number of years is something which can't be changed
over night and I feel that my Christianity 1s definitely a part
of my thinking and philosphy and it will take a long time and
something very mErkimx unusual to change my attitude and thoughts
about it.

Even now, there are times, when I feel that there's something
futdle about the. Christian ideals to the nth degree, but 1 know
thatf it is practical and that my falith has helped me more than
I can ever adejuately express. So, in my humble opinion I feel
that I am rather on the extreme end of the normal curve if all
the Christian nisel were put on the normal curve and rated. I
would sgy that I am in the *®% upper 10 along the scale of
religious curve among the nisel.

%s for my brother Tom, ks it 1s hardéd to state just where he
would fall in line, but I vbellieve that he will fall somewheres
in the upper 25% as far as devoutness to the Christian faith is
concerned among the nisei population (Christian population).

It is interesting to note that he was given a trip to Holland
and travelled about 1n Furope through his influence in the

Young People Christian circle in Northern California, even ine-
cluding the Caucasians. He represented the Northern California
Youth Coummil of Christian Denominations. 1t was quite an honor
for him gmid to be chosen a8 represented from Northern California
by the Youth Council of Christians in Northern California to

the Amsterdam World Student's Conference. Tom has been very
ictive in the Caucasian Christian cirlces as well as holding
office in the nisel Christian movements.

John, my third brother was not as popular but he mxx
has been a faithful Christian and a steady supporter. He
was just becoming active when the evacuation broke up our
normal community relationships. He was chosen chairman of the
Junior division of the Church which was better known as the
Christian Fellowship group. He 1s g very sincere and honest
person and of all the brothers of our family, he is the most
well liked by all people who knew us. He was rather slow in
his thinking and activities, but he was very thoughful and
kind which made people take a strong liking towards him.,

William the last member of our family was rather actlive
in relligious circles tikinﬁ rithqq_imp rtant offlees 1in the
cablnets and activeP4ASnzCReR1lreilhAsads teacher, YNCA

b lead
i i gagyﬁ

nd !
gpdak for my brothers as I could for myself, but
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it seems to me that they, both John and Willle and perhaps Tom
do not take relfglon as seriously as I do and they follow

the religious activities and continue to let religion play a
large part in their thinking and living because of the number
of years that they have been assoclated with things resligious
and because both our folks were and are rather failthful Christ-
lans.

In pre-evacuation days religion played a huge
role iIn our lives. Our friends were nearly all Church
members of the same church, our clubs aprd our socisls
were assoclated with the church and held in either the YMCA
buidling or the Sturge Memporial Hall which is part of our
Church buildings.
assembly

At Tanforan, our muxsuxkimr center, religion was not
the center of activities although in the first two months
interest in attendance was very high for there were no other
function to which the young peopls could gather and meet
each other, It scems to me and I am falrly certain that
this is the consensus of my fellow nlsel Christians that
ma jority of them do not take Christianity or Buddhism for
that mgtter, too seriously. It is nice to gttend church
for others think well of you, and 1t is a swell place to
meet your frliends, and to dlsplay your clothes if you have
any clothes to dlslpay, and 1t satlisfies that inner spirit
which 1s called in its broadest term religion. That 1s the
extent of thelr Em religlon. 8So 1t 1s that interest dwindles to
mere handful towards the end of our stay at Tanforan when
the recreatlonal activites competed so highly with the Churches
that attendance dropped nearly 75%. There was a definite lack
of Interest in things religious towa rds the latter two months
of our stay at Tanforan. The same X low Interest prevailed
at Topaz the first month, but interest and gqttendgnce ascended
from the second month on until now. Nov. 26, 1942) If there is
anything more exciting or more glamoruous, people will be gttracted
away {rom churches on Sundays. If there 1s nothing else, nisei
will attend churchs. One of the gcute criticisms of Nisel
Christian conferences was that delegates attended it only for
curioslty and soclal reagenns. I agree with this criticism, only
I say that in so gttending, they must get some good out of it
beyond mere soclial and selfish regsons.

I have been rather inactive lately in the Relocation Religlous
life. In the first month I xsXXisx relized the necessity of setting
up a good strong pattern and I worked hard to organiz and get the
churches gnd sunday schools for the Protestant churches started. Now
that more leaders came into the center and the ministers arrived,

I took sort of a back seat. Then I got an outside job with the
contrgctors doing plumbing and steamfitting jobs and since we
worked Sundays trying to get the job finished before winter set

in, I have missed number of church services. I feel gullty missing
them and earning money on Sunday, but I feel that I am making

my money for definlte purpose of getting out of the center and
continuing my training at a college and with a rationalistic
attitude I try to justify my absence from church services,
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If I were to get marrled, I would prefer a Christian girl rather
than a Buddhist girl. I think I will marry a Buddhist girl or
an atheist for that matter if I rea ly loved the girl, but kmzfr=z
before falling in love, if that is possible, I would be careful
that I will select someone from a Christian cirgédée. Number of
times, I have been deterred in my romantic inclingtions because
the girl was a Buddhist. I must therefore, be definitely pre-’
judiced and biased b, my Chrisitan influences. So, if possible,
I would want a Christian wedding in church with the conventional
trimmlngs which is normal for our community. Same thing sbout
any funeral in our family. It will definitely be a Christian burial,
and if it should be decided to have cremation, the services will
be defintely Christlan.

Since we are all baptized already, I don't bhink there will be
necessity for further baptism, although 1t so happened that we
were all baptized while we were so young In your boyhood that
we didn't have any cholce in the mgtter.

I believe that in anyone's 1life, there gre times when doubt
enters our mind. 1 know it to be true of my 1life and my brothers,
but I am znxfiidemghEhgbxn cconfident that my mother does not doubt

for her faith is simple and purc. I amaze at her deep falth and

conviction. IHer belief 1s so strong that it 1s one of the out-

standing thing about her. She leaves everything in God's hands so
to speak. I take more of a middle path, although I often feel
that there is more to mother's faith than mecfs the ¢ye and I
often wish that I could hgve such implicit and pure faith and be-
lief,

As to your juery regarding my religlous geal, it 1s rather
difficutl for me to objectively describe any such goal. I will

try to express why I accepted the Christian faith as part of my
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1ife's philosophy and what might be termed 'goals'! of my religion.

In my years of living, I have come to these conclusions which
I admit are open to changes and since life is a flux, and we con-
stantly seek imppovement or should do so, I may change number of
my attitudes, my convictions, my way of thinkin;, but as for the
present I can truthfully say that the following zerziidmkhamsm
thesés, or points of views, are my own and I accept it as my
philosophy of life.

In my studies, my experiences and my readings in general,
I have found that the teachings of Christ comes closest to the
highest type of 1living that man 1s capable of living. And when
I realized tha t Jesus Christ was a man just you and I and he was
able to live the %¥ kind of life that he lead, it wasn't absolutely
fantastic or lmpossible to try to emulate him. I felt that one's
life was at its best a short span of life and unless he llved 1t
to the fullest and best of his abllity, he g would be wasting it
and missing a thrill which life was capable ol offering to those
wanting toaccept the challenge.

To me, ‘he Christ an way of life was the highest and the
most satsifactory wyy of life, and one that was closest to
the democratic and the American way of life I knew 1t to be a
hard way of life, but one that can achieve happiness because
it was unselfish in nature and regarded man as fellow brothers
and as ejuals.

So, I accepted 3eaus Christ as my personal saviour for with-

out complete belief and trust in him, 1t would be lmpossible to

try to be a real good Christian. One must either be for or
against the teachings he taught. The Christian tenets are to me

the highest rules for living and I try to follow them.
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I feel that by trying to live the highest type of Christian life,
I would make my life count the most. So, I would say tha t 'my
godl in religion is to try to be of most mmzmmgmim useful and
fruttful while we are given our 60 or 70 years of life here. I
still don't know whether there ls a after life or not, although
I think there must be something like that for 1t can't be
just few odd years on earth and that's all. Better minds and
more jualified scholars hgve discussed this question without
arriving a t any deflnite conclusions, so I shall not expand this
thesls any further. There are lots of things in the Bible whilch
seems incredulous to me, but I have accepted the life of Christ
as the truth and to me that seems to satisfy my reasoning. 1
also feel that Buddba and Confucius and number of other great
living men have contribbted much to our religious life, but
I firmly believe that Christ was the most devout and the greatest
of £#11 living men. Therefore, I have accepted him and belleve
in his teachings and try to follow them within the opportunitles
and scope of my life's relationships. And my goal in religilon
1s to 1live fully, nobly and'most effectively which I feel is
better done as Christian than in any other way that I personally
know of yet.

This sort of answers most of your yyestlions and I know that
I am delayed much too much and inconvenlenced your planning.
If there are anythibg further which I can help you, please do not

hesibate 1n asking me.
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CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE ON MY LIFE

In every man's life there is a part in which religlon plays
a pilg role in forming his attitudes, his cdnception of the Uni-
verse. Whether its because of religlon or lack of religion,
there seems to be a definite evidence where religion hes influenced
man in his quest for the offerings of 1life. Adm so 1t 1s in my
life. Looking back over my many experiences as I ran the gamut
of life's experiences, limited as 1t 1s 1n my 28 years of living,
I find that my early training in the Christian churches and my

quest for a living and meaningful God has influenced my thinking,
my deeisions, my actions.

In order to reveal the complete influence Christianity had on
my life, it seems appropriate to delve intc my parental religlous
life. My first father was not wha t one would call s devout
Christlian but he would attend church services on Sunday and lived
a £ ordinary useful life. There was nothing scholarly about him
and nothing spectacular aﬂout him, but he was asked for advice
and often mediated in quarrels because of his sincerity and
fairness in dealing with people. He died when 1 wags only eight
years or so, so the influence hls life had on mine was not very
revealing. 1In fact, very little do I remember asbout him except
what he told me on his deathbad.

My mother came from a Buddhist family which was a family
religion for her family for many generations. Christianity is
relatively new in Japan, and even up to few decades ago, it teok
only the courageous and true-hearted to express their Christian
faith opsenly. Zuany individualé'were disowned by their parents
for accepting Christ in thdir lives. So, mother came to this

country as a devout Buddhist girl.
i
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CHRISTIAN INFLU=NCE OF MY LIFE

Her first contact with the Christian falth in her life was
in San Franclisco through the efforts of Mrs. K. Abiko, the lady
who brought her from Japan to this country. She introduced my
mother-to-be before her marriage to a church and hgd her mgrried
by the minister of the church.xmdxShe didn't know much about
Christfan religion, but when she got to Livingston, Californis
she found that many of the pédéneer farmers were devout Christians.
Even to this date, anyone who knew the Japanese colony in
Livingston would remark that it's one colony which was 100%
Christiahs. There were no Buddhist churches and all the getivities
were centered sround the Christian church., This community was
known as the "Yamagto Colony" and its fame is renodwn in Japan,
recognized by the Emperer of Japan and throughout California by the
Japanese residents themselves. So, my mother acquired her
Christian faith in Livingston and 1t was after her 29th birthday
that she became interested in it. However, she was very active
in churech work, being elected to the dadies Aid Society of
the Church few times. She read the bible occasionally, and I
have often seen her praying empecially during the trying times
we had when we were partlally starving. It seems that she has
absolute faith in God and lesves her life in his hand. Oftpn : |
have wondered where she got such simpliclit faith in God.

I was reared in this atmosphere gs {ar as home 1life was con-
cerned on my mother's side. Since the community for the first 14
years of my life was a 1l00% Christian Community and all the
activities were centered at the Church, it was only natural that

it would influence me much.
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My step father whimh who became step-gather when Z I was about
14 years of age was a Catholic when he married mother, but as we
came to San Prancisco, Mrs. K. Abiko who was something like a
god-mother to us brought us to g gresbyterian Chureh right
around the corner from our reslidence and we have been going there
ever since until the time of our evacuation early this year, April
1942, Step-father also jolned the church and he became assistant
treasurer for the church which is cglled Chureh of Christ and is

'really a union church bf Presbyterlan and Congregational Churches.

He has to be persuaded by mother to go to the Wednesday
night prayer meetings. He attends Churches on Sunday mornings
falthfully and does all kinds of janitorial work for the church,
Otherwlse, he doesn't seem to show too much interest in rsligion
although of late years, last four or five'years, we noticed him to
be taking up Seventh Day Adventist and other health culls, buying
thelr books and reading them prolifiéally.

i When I graduated high school, I was asked to teach Sunday
School and I have been a Sunday school teacher ever.since. I
have been quite active in religlous dramas, and particpated
actively in number of Christian conferences as well as hold
offices in the cabinet of the local church in my community.,

One year I was elected chairman of the Bay Regilon
Young People's Christian Conference which was a all-denominationsgl
youth movement;. I was mem&k given responsibility in number of
Christian youth activities and in this way, I just hagd to live
up to my responsibllities which gave the general publiec the 1ldes

that I was a serious and religious person.
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When I attended the University of California, my religious
beliefs took a very hard test. Some of the ledtures which the
professors gave made me doubt religion and number of times,
I felt that religion was really an opiate and that it was some-
thing which was not scientific and in college, they emphasize the
value of zmmkekififix scientific methods. Falth was something
which to me was not consistent with scientific methods and
1t just couln't be reconciled with what I learned at college.
Just about the time ﬁy falth was dlmming I was ushered into g
~roup known as the U.C., Bible league. They were a very conservative
and'deeply religious group.

Up to this time, I accepted religion as part of my life
because I felt that it was the better thing to do and perhpas
by force of habit I just sccepted it without thinking about it.
As my appetite for real 'truth' was awskened by studies, I wanted
to really find out by my own experiences, my readings, my 1% tening
to others if there weally was a Living God. |

In this doubting stage I had gll kinds of change of mind.
I glam still seeking and my conceptions change, but today, somehow,
there 1s something solid and substantial in my faith in God. I
have firmly sccepted ENRXEXXA¥MKy Christ as my personal saviour
and my prayers are meanirgful, This would not have happsned
unless I was influenced by the U.C. Bible group. =Each Friday
noon, I would gZo to the meeting and get some Inspiwation and
stimulation which was logical, something which satisfied my
mind and my seeking heart. So, when I was ready to graduate, I
was jquite firmly convinced that only one way of 1life was worth
living and that was the way Christ taught. I accepted 1t and
I believed in 1t. It was not just wishful thinking, but a
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real experience with me. My prayers were answered not only once
or twlce but constantly. It was too good to be just a mere
coincidence. I was taught that if my prayers were sincere and
that 1f God really gelt that it was important enough he would
help me. I found this to be true. I began to take serious
stock in prayer life and now I'm very close to Him and I feel
that He is real to me. Sometimes, I lose faith, but I soon re-
galn 1t and I have been in this state of mind for some time now,
perhaps over a year.

Today, as I look back over my past life, I can see how
great a part my religious life influenced my life. My decision
to enter the YMCA work was one of them. My desire to g0 into
some kind of wokk in which I can best serve was another. The
respect others have for me was because of my rel igious life and
the responsibllity I held in religious activities., I would never
have been given the opportunities that I did have if I didn't
participate actively in church work, in conference work. I got
to know hundreds of nisel through my Christian contacts. My
name wouldn't be known to the general public of.nisel in Northern
California without the participation I had in Conference movement
which embraced over 600 nisei people and 23 Christian Churches.

I wouldn't be asked to serve in the YMCA if I didn't have
the training I got in participating in Chureh work and Conference
work. 8o, in more ways than one, I am deeply grateful for the
Christian influcnde in my life and I think that it has helped
more than anything else to integrate my whole self into s more

useful person.



GENBERALIZED COMMENLS ON FAMILY

type of family life which resulted af I JAssembly Center made
possible the bringing together of all the members the family, into a unit.
Prior to evacuation, many of the families were families in name only and not in
gpirit. This was due to the fast urban life, and the divided interests of the
menbers of the family, which made each individual member of the famiijiié or
x Y,
her own way and to have all the mempers of the family together in one goom at

; Lot +b
one time or in one house, for that matier, was a rare occurrence ‘s iforan
Assenbly—Gemwer. [he one room or two room "home" necesitated every member of

'3 c—’L_-g""V\ /

the family being in one place at one timea‘j { 0w

In many of the dining halls wnich served the food a-la family style,
tended to force the family members to become a unit since they had to eat at
one table three times a day. En this way, it can be sald that the families were

: = / " < g _-QL'_.:.L.‘L W’
brougnu closer together and the members had to remember how to adjust themselves
in getting along with one another as a family.

It took much adjustments and treatments as well as patience to achieve
a harmonious unity, but in most cases, success in this endeavor was achieved.
There were few families which tended to disintegrute, because of the crowded
living conaitions wg;ch made members of the family get on each others nerves.
By and large, a general statement can 08 made, saying that the families were
more unified and brought closer together then ever before. In other words, the

evacuation in many instunces was pieasilg ih disgulse as far as the home lire

of individual families were concerned.
On the other hand, we do find that parental control and authorily over
the childreny became less since the children was no longer iully dependent for

his bread and butbter and clothing to the parents.
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This does not mean that the parents did not try to exert their influence
_ _ _ : L dd
which they believed was right and good on the children. It weowid mean that

the children became more independent and perhaps a little more self important

and selfish.

WARDENS PROTECTIVE INSTITUTIONS

a. Only few general statemenis can be made regarding wardens, since the
writer is noi familiar with the details.

The Tanforan wardens were appointed as members of the WCCA from the
evacuees. Young men were preferred as wardens, and they were a few of them.

About six patroling the grandstand area during visiting hours and another

group of about six patroling the hospital area. There were about six who patroled
the whole area during the nlgnc until morning. The duties of the wardens, were

to see that regulations were not violated. (Those regulations escablished by th e
Wela and posted on the bulletin boards, which were located at strategic spots
ahroughout the Tanioran Center)

The wardens crew which patroled the grandstand, espeecially the visibing
plaze, were there to eniorce tne regulations that Japanese evacuee can leave
visiting area and go Lo the gate arsa and at the same time, Lo prevent the
visitor from walking off the visiting hall and pluaza.

The crew at the nospital areda had as their duty, the respousibility of
Keeping The area very guiet. The patrol which inspected area and Jh@fﬂﬂﬁ&ﬂe
Center during the night just went aound to see thatbt peace and quiet was observed

oy the residents.




GENERALIZED COMMENT ON FAMILY--Page 3

Their job wuas to ferrgb out any illiicitness, especially, among the youth.
Fhis request was maae by the parents to the Chief of Police. It disgraced any
young couple or any person for thatmuatter to be wglking around late at night.
Many times the writer has had a flashlight flashed on him and asked what he was
doing.

The police department was comprised of both caucasian residents and resident

wardens. There were so?féatters which the resident wardens did not »ewefl at all,

such as FBP investigations, confiscation of contrabands. However, for most ﬂ)ﬁ{tl‘*mmlé

ot

resposse, there w=s rather good coordination between the ‘causasian and evacuee
members of the police department. Among its many duties,:the wardens were
responsible for orderly conduct of the crowd at mass meetings and mass athletic
contests.

Robberies were investigated by both types oi police employees. The Lost and
Found department was turned over to the police department. The last chiei of
phlice to come to Tanforan was Mr. L.G. White, formerly chief at Tulare Assembly
Center. He replacedMr. 3alfour Davis, who has been trunsferred to Santa anita.
Assisting Mr. White was Mr. Wayne Tiatt, formerly police chief at the Turlock
Assembly Center. Mr. Wnite has had long experience in police work, retiring as
a Lieutenant at the Los Angeles police department in 1940 after 22 years of
service. He entered active service again at the outbreak of the war. He has
two children and two grandchildren and his main hobby is visiting United States
scenic spots. He stated in his statement to the press "We do not wish to enforce
any regulatlions on tne people and woulad welcome any suggestions. We want Lo make
tne Center as liveable as possible for the people but cannot do it without

nelr helplts
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Gambling was lorbidden, since gambling ig vielating the State law and

gullty ones would reated according Gto the law just like on the outside.

He hagd eight resident, selected by the execubive coumcil on the WCCA pay poll

a5 Bervice patrol men. Ifhe new chiel announced that all pesidents must stay
10 Teet away Irom Uhe board of fence and to silence their radios after 10:00 p.m.

benefit of those W0

Rl H Faines) ST H "_'
flnlh UDREALWIRNL

ran agsembly Center, Ghere was one division whichistarted from
scraten and bought itself into real professional outfit. This was the fire
1t. They probght a fire ighting crew comprised of WCCA resident employees
around,one lire eagine truck. Under the guidance znd supervision of fire chief
o VM
a—t=r efTicient and respected fire
depalrtieinl was organized.

The Tire crew had regudar scheduled drills and practices and number of times
Lley were responsible for Ghe guick extinguishing ol fires which prevented
Serious damages and losses.

Among the normal duties of a fire department,that of fire prevention,
inspectlion, and readiness to put out fire, The Tanforan fire department had under
ils supervigion, the authority to permit bon-fires for camp fires.

18 a s8lde note om the I'ire department, it was interesting to observe

thal all the young boys in thelr late teens and early twenties wanted to get

on the [ire crew since they gelt paid for doing nothing.

DIVISION

I'he Welfare division was under the Community Services department which was

] 3 £ he necessity of developing a well
under Mr. George Greene. lie did not 1 necessity ol developling
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organized vwelfare division. 53 felt that he himself can personally take care

of any wellfure needs. IU was unofrficially announced through verbal chasnneld

that if there are any welfare needs, lMr. Grecne is the man to see.

However the council elected by the people fourted pressure on Mr. Greene to

develop a community welilare section., The amgument presented by the council was

that the Japanese people as a whole were proud people and do not like %o

apply for charity even il they were in need. Therefore, towards the last month

of T'our monchs stay at Tanforan, Mr. Greene hired a Tormer YWUA secretary who
gl

Was more UWel @ house mother rather than a secretary to act as a go between for

social wellare needs. lhen the trained soclal workersol Jap=neds ancesiry

-Hi\.}.—"-)\.
finished #%s tApporary assignment with the WCCA evacuation program and came into

the Center bLo reslde as other svacuees, Mr. Greene immediately asked them to

become part oi the wellare division. Not until then, was any attempt made
ﬁ’\i\.r

4 . - 1 2 ~ 1 1 L q o
to OF5¢ulae\u professional werfar- Semsson. On the wuoLn)‘he welfare vork

was odedayed end negliected. There was much need and it took By wWem-pressured "7

which was the peoples representatives to get any action, although it was

announced that welfure services was offered to anyone needingthemn.

The pmed for the lack of initiative among the needy to apply for welfare
necds among the Japanese seems Lo be thal as a racial group they pridatﬁ
themgelves in being able to take care of thelr own needs. They had been taught

e ’

social tradition that it is a shame to be a public sharge. The caucasian
needs Lo understand this physcological beckground of the Japanese racial group.

d. HOSPITAL

Of all the divisions at Tanforan, one of the worstiorganised and equipped

|

ulvision was Lhe hospital.
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It was & black mark at Ianioranéjgr a temporary city of nearly #,000, the

nospital was utterly lnadequalbe to meet the needs of the people. All surgiecal op-
erations and serious cases ol illness were taken to the San Mateo County Hospital.
In the first few weeks in Tanforan, there were less medical supplies in the
hospital for the 8,000 people than of one practicing doctor in the city had in
hig own office. However, ;gﬁﬁ—much pressure being brought by the doctors and
oy interested outslde agencies, cdrtain improvements were made. In the hospital

ivs
there were dental clinic, the eye cliniec, public health service and general
medical clinie. Prescriptions were alsc made,and some filled at the hospital

wi‘J-' A

in one building ol the 5 hospital buildingegwere used as mm infirmary.

The dentzl clinic had an average of 70 patients applying for treatment and
services, but only 40 could be given services due to lack of f£acilities. The
dental stall included doctors of dentistry who were practicing in respective
cities from which they came. There were six dentists and two dental assistants.
The hospital had an information bur which sent messages to patients
Canyon Sanitorium for T.B. patients or to the county hospital through

doctors who visit.evacuee patienits in those places.

e. LEGAL ATD BUREAU

[\ /

Mr. Yoshio Katayamz, a former patent lawyer from Washington D.C. deneessd
3 L <)

himself into a job as legal aid head. He had,as his responsibility, tohelp

)
. % a . : Tl 2 3 K ; /
the $the residents in any legal matter which involved @e::;¥¢e transactions i

property, insurance, and personal matters.

He had a st&ff comprised of one interpretersp-two secretaries.
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Mr Katayama, was & single man age 27 years, who recéntly handled a huge
law suit for a large light globe company in Japan andwon the case. During his
spare time Mr. Katayama taught two clas-es of Red Cross First Aid every day

except Sungay. The legal aid bureau was under the Community Services department
I [=] i

and it gave very.valuable assistance rborthe residents. For any iranchise matters

P

it acted immediately and effectively eo—=tm=D to teaching Red Cross First

Aid and being head of the Legal Amd Bureau, Mr. Katayama, through his offices
contracted for the showing of movies ve—titre Tanforan Nieeee
T e

TANFORAN CUSTOMS:

hash room ways:
AnSANT

For meny of the residents, it was a v@@®t experience in their lives to Ulake
& shower. It was the first experience for most of the Tanforanites ud}ive withot@t
buking a bath. As a rule, buth is one necessity in any Japanese household. Most
of oOhem tmmme bathtdaily and to keep clean is one of the virtues ol the Japanese
people. The physicazi nature ol the shower rooms was sask a¥ shock to many timid
soulﬁj Ispecially the women. At first they could notl get accustomed to taking
a showep in public places, but their desire to wash themselves cleang over came
the inhibition and they soon learned to bax®ue showery and thinkiws nothing of it
However, it was not strange to see many of the ladies and men also, taking wash
tubs into the shower rooms and wash themselves as if in & bath. Those that did
bhis‘usua;Ly did it late at night or very edrly in the morning when the shower
room trariic was-at its minimum.

Wk
One interesting fact which developed in the shower rooms were the bull

[
SeBS510I5.
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Somebimes every night and in some locu_t.é(;vqa certain night of the week )
Jget Decame Lhe habitual nignt when the men ol the areu would congregate in
the dressing room and stay until midnight just talking. Often, the talk was

1

about women and the next best toplc was about the massw or the future of the

“ @u).o, i\ .
Nisei. The lssel would also hold their smss® sessions in the shower rooms and

talk about the Japanese victories. Many times, the writer waibensen llese
(jecanne.
g— s
1o lgae-r [Ss5el sesslons a.nu/\w/\uutb of much eriticism by the Issel.
The k@//\u)utention. of the lssei was that the Nisel were &0 spineless and
: /

gid not svand up for their parents righta.

d. FORMS OF COLLECTIVE BEHAVIOR:

(=8 %ﬂere were many goaemge which spread like v:ild"% at

Mwww*m e
Tanforan. The cause for t,%ls rap'u :Jpre; uu of ToememgssgRen thal any «ind ol fuss
e - L. arg e 8 L“-J.ﬂ
- < w %;Wuﬁ\{ Cwq

£
lany small ncemes which can be started by a person telling another person about
moving, about world situutions, about losing any rights,or about relocation
oy | bidas, Ao
destination aboub - in' other Centers such as ;_ﬂ Ailllng/or even
e

snake Ditﬁs&ouid spread within a day €hroughout the whole camp of 8,000 people.

In regards to gossip, there has been much malicious gossip between the

‘ﬁ"}di\risions and be®ween the personel, E'ﬂere gseems Lo be more oi this in an

Assembly center than in normal life.
\'J"QI\D e - . : B
Ibose whememewec on top financially and socially in the pre-evacuation WQ— Ci-iuar::

|
\J

and wno weren't very popular during normal times .ere the oo,]ei:}, of much

T Harv
malicious gossip. In faect, at the centers ..a-uﬁae ven any J.OIF'I.G.T'

status and many of them have been disregardee entirely wnich made tmt. LRl

/ﬁ feel very sorry for them.
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3. SOCIAL ATTIDUDES: -
ot Py

When a camp of racial group, isolated from normal lives, el pubt behind

3 wires, Clag s there develops : p odd patterns of social behavior.
’ E ! AE 4

One of these is the language co“.oquialj.sm. 5omeone SheskesRad 11D & uUnique way

of expressing themselves or would use a unique type of slang which is not
—i) |<
American slang prL e? 10.{ eilgn .:.Lan The youths thinking Leeedi a smart thing
AR - -“"i el

Lo use that they are

that much gmarter for saying it. Many new words were concocted or invented at

Al

Ly

Tanforan. When one hears such patterns being i&a; they wonder that it was
dk I

not sbtrange that we have & certain dialect for the QOkies Tfor the Negroes, for

/
the mountanineers in the Qzarks. Another thing = & one racial
\5 oo Yoore N-Q.AJ&QJ'

group within a gm 211l Brea DEds-me Siwe J.eL,J_\.Lle t:. futility and %

Ihe minds T into a rut and Jt.ney Loaﬁ intlative -nd ambition. They get

the indifferent attitude and become apathetic to the outside world. They

don't care who wins the war, what the price of butter is or what the Hed Cross
O JAme 3y

is doing. This social behavior if perhups =8 naturzl phenomonon of any group

under similar situations, but when the Japanese as a racial group are monsidered

to be energetic, ambitious, and earnest and we find such state of social att-
U"‘-&M\_;: Lty

tudes, il makes one wonder why such & rd 1.,1..:;1) of isola ul.l!f then the

18 e \’V

fa
normal stimuli of the out&ide world by the U.5. governmenta RS 'l’v\"-g'bﬂdﬂm;\...

W;ﬁ.ﬁﬂ-’wa .

|
T "{"C\q A
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INDIVIDUAL CASE STUDY:

SA 1s a young man of twenty years. He 1s the only son of a
couple who live next doors., The husband is the second father of
this lad. They were in the estiurant business before thle r
errival at Tanforan, Now, the father works in the mess hall as
the chief cook and the son 1s also working there.

S+A. 18 5'7" tall with a very strong body since he is well
bullt weighing about 180 lbs, He is a good baseball player and
a good card player., He goes around with a group mfixhkmxm who
are known to be most irresponsible at camp and who the parents lmere
mexax feel apprehensive for thelr daughters,

BACKGROUND:

SA left home when sixteen years old and went bumming on his
own hook He made his living gembling so he never had to work
for his living except to help his dad in the restaurant business
when he was home, Otherwise, he was in Los ANGEEES, California
pakingxara pal-ing around with other boys of similar habits and
ambition. Before leaving home, SA attended Sunday School seven
years without missing one @& Sunday.
at tanforan

Living with SA was JM who used to pal around wifh SA dn Los
Angeles, California. They talk Wery colloquially and thed r con-
versation is usually about cheap women, dirty jokes, or nonsense,
Sex was their main tople. IHowever, they admit themselves that they
are the tramps and bums of the camp here and that they are the
lowest type of persons., Most of thelr expression cen be summarized

by these terms: "What's doing?", Sharp eh?, Don't talk like that,

]
Hey, How about that?, don t give me thgt kindl" Thét seems to be

the extent of their vocabulary.
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Neighbors used to poke fun at them by imit:rting thelr speeches

]
and mennerisms. However, they dldn t seem to care at all, and they

would reply, "No shamel",

SA conflded to group of Christian boys that he wanted to
build up his reputation and quit his gang. So, he sald that he got
a job in the mess hall which required getting up at 5:30 am. daily
and work all day. lie expressed desire to attend church services.
His parénts wanted JM Lo move out since JM wouldn't work nor
would‘he QO anything worthwhile., JM didn_t want to move, but was
finally forced to move since the matter was brought up before the
house managers and was ordered to move to where all the single
men lived, This small group of boys who were interested in SA's
new attitude and expression of turn of leaf tried to encourage SA
and help him by Inviting him to associate with them and participate
in their activities., 8o, SA now assoclates with different crowd
and seems to hpve won his way into this other group.

He stlll works in the mess hall for $8.00 per month., He said
that he could make all of one month's wages in one night at a

nickle poker game. He usec to make a good living gambling.

Since he decided to change his friends and weys, he has volun-
tarily taken over the managershlp of the all star baseball team
of thls recreation area and has organlized a strong team which has
a good chance for the champlonship of the whole camp. <+hey lost
the first game, but won all others and since they beat the team
that beat the team mhinlimRmamedn which defeated them, they are
now tied for first place, Since SA 1s a good bell player, hep
has the respect of the players. e doesn't play much himself
unless it's a tight game and even then he tries to let others all
play and sacrifices his desire to play since he lékes the game

very much,
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The other night, SA entered a bridge tournament and he came
in first place. He played against veteran players who knew more
about the game than he will ever know, It was luck true, but it

certainly bolstered up his morale, He is not the type of a persn

who 1s popular with gilrs since one can't justigiably call him

a handsome man. However, he 1s liked by girls in friendly way.

S0, we shall keep an eye on Sa ;nd see how he makes the comeback
fight. To date, he 1s doing admirably since he gave up his

cronles and he doesn't even talk in that slang dirty, cheap language

anymore.
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It has been over one month since we left S.A., but now we shall
ﬁgain discuss him. 8S.A. has been living up to hls resolutions.
Since the moval of JM who proved to be a bad companion for S.A.,
we find that S.A. has developed new friendships and that he 1s
making out very well. Let's see what hls dally actlivitles are for
a sample of his behavior,

At 5830 A.M. S.4., gets up and goes to the mess hall to work.
He serves food by the counter where the residents in barracks
2%X8 2-6 eat in cafeteria style. 1ie 1s greeted by all the young
boys and many of the young girls and older nlsel girls. He 1s well
liked because he is so quiet and works diligently. He is quite
popular W th the issel folks also greet him, partly from knowing
him and partly because he 1s son of the chief cook at hess hall
No. 2 where he works.

After breakfast, S.A. comes home and takes a shower since it's
quite hard work to wash up and get ready for lunch and then other

odds and ends which must necessatlily be done in the kitchen., After
taking a shower he walks into the mammximemu recreation hall where
he chats with recresation leaders. Today, he came homs from ﬁhe mess
hall.with his new friend and companion who works in the.kitchen with
him. His name is John S.

He signs out for set of horse shoes and then he plays for about
half hour with John S. 8Soon, Flo T, a girl who waxmia waits on the
table comes to the rec. hall with Fumi A. who also works with her,

A group 1s formeda at the mess hall among these nlisei workers and
so they get along swell., S{A. seems quite interested in Flo T. who
is a very sweet andllikoable girl, although she isn't very pretty
as far as feminline charms are concerned. She's quite hefty, although
not ugly. She's very cheerful and has a sweet disposition which makes

her very pOpulaLuﬂﬁjw*ﬁp ACLA- CALLAAN
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S.A. and John 8. stop playlng horseshoes since the girls ceme. They
start playing bridge and S.A. 1s teaching Flo how to kidx bid and
etc. They secem to be enjoying their rest period very much. After
playing for one hour, they start back for the mess hall, for it's
11 am and they have to report for lunch duty. Together they walfk
back to the mess hall jokingly, talking leudly and enjoying each

otherds conversations, jokes, and wittiness. S.A. works very hard
during the two shifts of noon lunchers and he is greeted, "Hi Sam"
by nearly all the nisei fellows and girls as he serves the dishes.,
Perhaps, the nisei eaters treat 8am with great cordiality and respect
thinking that 1f they get on the good side of S.A., they might be
dished out a generous ymemiamm portion.

After cleaning up and helping others clean up the mess after

the noon lunch, Sam again returns to his barrack and takes a 1little
rest, He rests for about one hour. Then he takes out a baseball
glove and ball and drops in at the Rec., Hall, He finds many boys
there who ask him 1f le's going to play ball. He sples a friend
he knows and asks hin to catch a few tosses. He then takes a walk

to another Rec., Center and mests a group of boys playing bridge.
He watches the game for awhile and telks with number of thess boys
who are his acquaintance from blaying beseball togebher, as opponents.,

Around 4 PM he returns home and changes his clothes to mess kitéen

outfit, He runs back to the mess kitchen and starts to prepare for
the grand rush of the residents for the evening meal which commences
at 5:00 O'clotk. . He works until 7:00 pm. Then, they clean up the
kitchen, sweep the floor, mop some spots, clean and serub the tables
and preparing tebles, and gets breakfast preparation started for the
morrow. He then slts down &nd other workers join a 1little bull

gsession. They discuss the baseball game which was pla yed on Sunday,

the day before by which they won their championship for the All-Star
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League. Then they start to discuss a little bit about a party they
would like to have. They feel that the workers in the mess halls
ought to get together and :hxve a little party. They decide to
plan 1t more concretely at a later date, but to think about it in
the meantime. Then he suggests that the kibei elements in the mess
hall should mix in more with the nisel and participate together in
the community activities. He suggestes to them to try it out, bug
the kibel people, (ten working in the mess hall No. 2) feel backward
and shy about it. S.A. asks them what they would like to do and they
told him that they would like to learn how to play bridge, but they
can't understand Enélish so well and can't follow the instwuctions

given by the Brdige Class Instructors. So, he offers to teach
them in order that they may play well enough to mix in with the
nisel crowd,

S.A. shows leadership and sincere interest inthe problems of

the kibel group. He probably knows the meaning of discri ination

Ty

even among the same race, that is between the Japanese niseil and kibei.

S.A. himself 1s not a kibei, but he seems to feel the mmmskikim
sensitiveness of the kibel. So, S.A. talks the problem over with
the Cdmﬁunity Center director, T.H. who offers to help S.A. teach
kibel Dbridge by lending cards and instruction sheets to him.,

About 9 pm, that night, S.A. returns home and goes to the
showers to wash up and get a early rest. He meets some of the nisei
boys talking 1n the shower room and he Jjoins them for about halfl
hour diswwessing nothing in partieular, but just sitting in with the
group. He then excuses himself saying that he has Lo get up early in
the morning and have to get some sleep. We see no more of him
untll next morning, but in the meantlime, here is what goes on in

his barrack.

S.A.'s mother is one of the very few woman who smokes and

she has number of people drop in to play a little game called the
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"HANNA" @hich is something like poker, only it's a Japanese card game,
Small stakes are on the table and the people in the neighborhood drop
in to play every night. They pddy until 11:30 to 12:00 midnight

and this writer doesn't see how S.A. can sleep through it all,

It's the mother who enterteins &nd keeps the men who come to play
occupied for the father, the chief cook usually comes home very late
from the kitchen. IHe takes a shower arougid nime o'cloth and joins
the game. Usually, we could hear ten cents being pessed sround

and although we haven't actually seen money being won or lost, we
coulc hear from thelr conversatlon and tinkling of coins that money
is belng played. DBut, it's a very iriendly game 1t seems since no

harsh words are spoken and no one seems Lo mind if they win or lose,

Right at this ﬁﬁﬂgﬁﬁg, one cen hear the slapning of the cards

upon the table as they play the game called "hanna", a Japanese game
which 1s xypix one of the favorite card game for gambling that
has been importeu from Japan.

So, we leave S.A. for awhikd to see how he fares with his
new friends, his new xmzmiohiahsne s B resalutions. To date, since
his renunciation of the old life, we [ind that he has made the
upward climb very successfully and he has won his way into tie
admiration and respect of all those around him. He is no longer
typed as a bum, but instead, psople are comuenting, "Gee, Sam works
haxddmxmigmx hard, " lie sure has changed. S.A. has yet to go to his
first church service, although he has stated desire to attend. He
works at the mess hall and he can't very well make the time without
undue haste and anxiety as to the ti .e he should report back to
Bx work and so probably thils fact has retarded ‘him. e shall see
what happens and how he continues with his new leaf in the next

installment.,




INTRODUCTION BY WAY OF LXPLANATION

SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE JAPANESE EVACUEES AT THE TANFORAN
ASSEMBLY CENTER

Any study made of soclal groups neecs to be made with all the
objectivity possible. Even with emphasis upon objectiveness, personal
blases, prejudices, and other subjective opinions will unconsglously
enter into the study. The reader 1s to be cautioned in advance so that
he will be able to better discern what 1s accurate picture of the obser-
vations made and what might be colored by the writer's own opinions.

The suthor 1s very amateurish in the role of socisl research observer
and apologlzes for the lasck of working organization of materiasls snd the
methods of approach.

Thls author 1s one of the five research workers makd ng the social
study of the Assembly Center known as Tanforan. Since it is the under-
standing of this person that the background, lucation, and the activities
of the first month at Tanforan has already been covered ably by another
group of research workers, he shall continue from where the others left
off.

Since 1t is nigh lmpossible to cover the whole camp life of 8,000

inhabitants even with five observers, it was deemed good judgment to
dlvided the areas and sphere of observation. The complexity and in-
tricacy of the 1life of 8,000 persons coming from various parts of the
Bay Reglon and the Peninsula areas was too big a load for the five
collaborators to cover adequately. We decided to make a study of only
certain aspects of camp life with selected groups.

Your author was closely connected with the communipy life ofnSan

Francisco Jpanese town and the ﬁay ﬁ?%ﬁ CRPLAEIAR CRUETR RAR VYRR bNID B8

: asked to cover the following field or socia Bpe 8. Re e.t
‘ind.snostasfgoom-1snsanommumh%mumgerand@az1 Ehotips,’ nlection 1% his

Leaders Staff, Christian Church Mee tings and- ACtivities, ulection inhis
Precinct, and’ Family unit that he can easily observe,

g




DEFINITIONS OF

ISSEI:

Non-citizen First Generation Japsnese person, both male or female,

NISEI:

American-born citizen of the United States with Japanese ancestry
who 1s a second-generation person.
SANSEI:
Third-generation American Citlzen of Japanese ancestry whose
parents are second-generation American citizens.
JosA.C.L,:
A non-political, inter-religious, organization of American
citizens of Japanese ancenstry which was organized for the sole
purpose of bettering the relationship between the Caucasian
Americans and Japanese-Americans and to organlze for greater
bargaining power to protect its rights of citizenship. The
letters J.A.C.L. satand s for Japanese AM HICAN Citizens League.
It is & nationsl organization with close to 50,000 members since
& mass movement to band together was encouraged immediatley after
the Pearl Harbor outbreak.
5. camp
Tanforan Assembly Center, located near San Bruno, California.
6. Administration:

Wartime Civilian Control Authority employees charged with the
responsibility of administration of camp life necessitles for

the evacuees,




On Sunday, July 18, the Hgforried churchpgrovp was gupposed to

hold & forum on Compasrstive religions by the Bu dhists and Christdans.
fThere were atout three Euvddhist speakers chogen from the Last bay to
spesk, but at the last minute, the Buddhist minister from thet region
sent & very polite note to the advisor of the Christisn council and
sisd that he was very sorry that the speakers d16n't have nsdeguste time
to time to prepere the talks. However, the resl reason was thet he
objected to the Jjoint participation of the two grovps. It is too bed
that such uncooperative feeling still exiets in scme srees., In Berke-
lely, the Christian Pellowship of college Protestents end the college
2uddhists used to be fery friendsly and hedi held semi-snnual get-
togethers, at which time we discuesed comparstive religions, held a
joint worship service, end heid e gsocial pericd of gemes, folk-dences
snd singing. (In the last month before evecvation, the two groups
held & joint discussion on the evscuetion problem snd what the effect
on stvdents wouldbe, and what the students should 8o.)

In Pelo 21to, the two groups didn't get along very well, aﬁd
SF, Oskland, and “lameda hed similar feelings. Zven the other EFerkeley
Bvddhiet group wesn't very friendely toward us, a2ltho' the basketbell

team of the nisei of B, was compdeed of both Christiane and Buddhists,

g0 thst these yowng people were On very good terms.




The whole juestion hinged on the sccustomebility of verious groups
to the relighous type of mecying, snd the opposite., Most of the people
who attend the evening services don't expect a very rekigious type of
meeting, and so resent if if such is the case,

Then we discussed the next week's program. Since all of the groups
have already participated, except one or two, one of those, thePerkeley
Laymen'd group will be responsiile for next week's program. It will bte &
worship service, sincc they are ac ustomed sv swch me tings, That was
one of the reasons that they wovldn't help to put on this week's mmeeting
(they felt that 8 demonstration wa sn't rel igilous enough). Thus, the Palo
Alto group put the whole program on,.

111 those present felt that a more unifornm program should be planne
for all the meetings , since if we leave it up to the individuel church
grows, we can't be sure of adeguete personnel or planning. Sspecially the
minister from the Uskland lethodist church felt thet unity of the grouvp was
essential for efficiency, Thus he sugrcsted that & peneral business meetin
be held at which time, a cabinet could be elected to plan and Le responsible
for =11 futwe mectinss., Also, to insure that all groups bc represented
sdewately emd ‘airely, he felt thst we should nominate representatives
from every gruup. Howewe, when we discussed the essential offices for the
planncd cabinet, we found that there were only about 8. Thus, it would
ve difficult to obtain one representstive frm each church(there are 1#).
The ninister from the Zpiscopal chwich suggested that the council (of
representatives from each church) be continued, and officers be chosen
from smong them. Then the rep. from the Baerkeley Free Methodist church
suggested that thet wouldn't inswe e fficiency end ability of the group.
Thus, it was decid e¢d that in order to avoid undemoctatic procedure{by which
one group--as SP, would obtain & majo.ity of the offices), the cabinet

(or rather council). would mek e nominations to the whole group(in & business

meefing), amd the lattir could make sdditional nominations.
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gince they oouldn't get Caucasiane to do the work. -Y‘his shows the power:of

présaure groups to influence the gov., sincc this is an clection year and
he tries to please the majority. These groups re verxy powereful (farmers,
florists, grocers assns. &nd have put pressure on the gov. to get us out
of the state. Now that they have most of the property ofit of the N, hands,
they want to have them come back as cheap labor., Such an- tactics are
ve.y disgusting thethe majority of peophe-~- end this WRA official felt
that this was the lowest thing that could be done. Ho, it is trve that
even govt, official are on our side, and that it is nostly the pressure
growps({also AM, LEGION? AND NSOGW) whe and the e¥my who are trying to
get the J. out. |

de were 811 fascinated with the adventuwes of L. on her trip, am

wanted to hear more sbout it later.
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Autobiography of F. Hoshiyama
now exact day, but he came to the United States while quite young. He
was a cabin boy on a ship and then he rkked his way up to become the 'bosun?

-

or the boatswein. He then came to shore and took a gang of canners an

0 A7
L

ishers up to Aleske when Alaske was considered a devils land. Those that
at Alaska camneries were consideredzmmix real tough men and
person would want to go there. There were gambling, cheapest type

e

rtainment, much drinking and only the dregs of life were willing %o

wher 8 years old so I'm repeating
only what has been told me in bits here andthere by new my real
father. He was only five feet tall and weighed less than 115 lbs. which as
men would be real small Yet, I was told that he was akked by
produce the i: the canneries,
ATLASKA because
Naturselly he hed only Japanese crew. These

ke, boy! for most of them were bachelors since in those
davs, there weren't very many marri ye: In fact, most of them were ad=-

venturers seeking fortune only they never got rich for they gambled and

most of the time, they were deeply in debt to the

companies. After m few semsons, my dad & seemed to be able to save.

t in spite of the tough environment and the low-class type of
people he hed to work with and boss, he wasable to get the best work out of
them. He never drank or smoked and yet, he was able to command

d

Porhaps he was smallest of his crew in physical measurements,
able to order them around k% and they would obey him. One thing which every-
one that spoke to me about my dad said was that was e honest man,

He only had a high school educa&bion but he was xmx so sincere and

honest with everyonekxkmx that one couldn't help but look up to him for i

advice and manv of his workers would let dad
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earnings for him to holdand asked him not to give it back until they got

-
1

back to their home towns for they would drink and gamble it away on the

ships and at camp in Alaska, ﬁell;\it seemed that dad was able to save
5,000 dollars in a short time, and he wantedk to settle down. So, he went
to Livingston, California one of the famous farm spots of California which
was cultivated almostm entirely by Japenese hands. From the sandy desert

lands, & rich, flourishing vineyards, orchard and sma scale truck farms

s invested in a large farm and sta his carser &s a

partnership with some other

they couldn't buy or rent lands

o

v had to borrow the nsmes of

and a corporation was formed

¥

skt i 3 . !
ivef years of partmership, he decided to buy his

v

/

own farm anc get married.\\ﬁe asked a good friend of his to get him a wife
from Japan. He sent some money and a ls B who was
of the onlvy Japanese g he time in United

a young woman who later was to

become mymmEhmrz mother. \>

sook cuite & bit of money to purchase new lands (40 acres) of un-
cultivated ground end in order to get plants, equipments, house and barns
built, he had to borrow some mm money from the Loan Ass'™m. He mortgaged
his farm and borrowed 8,000 dollars to get started.
He pot married in 1912 and I was born in Dec. 1914, He was only on
farm a very short time and the war broke out. No crop would be
another five, six years at least. In the meantime, strawberries,

otatoes, ete. were planted to give something to eat and sell. The msin cro
p B £ £

wes to be grapes for almost all of it was vineyard and about 3 acres of

~

apricots.
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Just about the time, that the crops were ready bto yield good sized
crops, he passed away, 1922. Im the meantime, he borrowed more money in

order 4o ea®t in the meantime and he also bought more equipmentmx and horses.

So, mother was left with four young boys(;I being the eldest at 8 and youngest

&t less than 3 years ollfgith $10,000 debt and 40 acres of land,

For seven yearsm mother struggled with the farm and tried to rear us
at the same time. Finally.in 1929¢\when the stock market crash occured, she
had to eive up the farm and go to San Francisco where we lived ever since un-
til our evacuation to Tanforan in Apr, 1942. She didn't want to lose the
farm for ded put so much work and money into it. However, the mortgage com-
pany ouldn't'help us out any more and since we couldn't pay the tafes or

e |
water bills, we had to give it up and have it foreclosed.

-
Father had another younger brother and he is still alive as far as I

¥know in Japen. His parents are both dead now. For many years now I have

heard nothing from them so I don't know any detailed information about them.

Mother: Born in Niigata, Japan March 21, 1885

She came to the United States in 1912 after finishing high school and a

o
2 1

special course in sewing, tea ceremony, floral arrangement, and midwifery.

She was brought to U.S. by Mrs. Abiko, the wife of the newspaper publisher
who was a personal friend of Teddy Roosevelt who later beceme President of
the United States.

Mother came from a well-to-do-family and was never worried about live-
lihood. she wasmk able to have specialf training in cultural pur-
suits such as tea ceremony and floral arrangements. Her father was a large

and owner and wask the mayor of the village called Fukasawa and is now
called Shinsawa. She was able 5o go to the dity of Tokyo to pet her train-

at the Finighing school. In Fukasewa, mother's family were considered

at the top of the social ladder. She had a servant besides her all the time

and had a enviable position so to speak in the village.
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She was the fourth member of the siblings, having three older brothers
of whom one died early. She had younger sister and younger borther. All
are now dead except the younger brother who became a medical doctor and was
very successful in his practice. He went to Chosen and practiced there and
now he is retired and is living at Kanagewa, Tokyo, Japen.

Mother was from a large family and she claims that her brothers and
Pather were all very tall. Her uncles were very tall, averaging about 5 feet
eight to ten inches which is very tell for Japsnese, She is only 4'11'*
and weighs less then 100 lbs. Her sister was tingy also, but the men folks
were a1l tall in her family. ©Since we can't get any contact with people

in Japan at this present time, I couldn't get any more information
about her dackground in Japan or her parents background .

Mother wes told that a very nice gentleman who was & prosperous
wanted her to marry him so she consented to dox so since she was told
many other girls have gone to United States and had married ! homes .
She wanted to go to U.S. for she heard that it was a land of opportunities
and land of many riches. She thought that if she had any children, her.
ohildren would benefit in U.S. much more than in Japen. So, ghe came over
in a boat called Siberia Maru, s tiny ship which made her sea sick nearly
g1l the way. She finally arrived with Mrs. Abiko who was now xx & veteran

eas meking the trip between Japan gnd U.S. number of times.

Within half vear she met lMr. Hoshiyams number of times, and they de-
cided to getk married so that he could get back to his farm and devote all
in

his time to gzetting the lend cultivaeted. 3o, she married him in 1913

)
O
aan Francisco and then spent a short honeymoon in & hotel and speﬁi few

weeks visiting bay area, parks and etc. Then she left for Livingston,

the place well kmown for its sand dunes and dry lands.

She was more than shocked and scared when she found the country such

s dismal and barren place. She cried and wanted to go back to Japan. However,
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she was no longer a young girl, being 28 yes. old and so she decided to sgtick
it out.

From a wealthy family atmosphere to a barren farm land with no one
living near you for meny miles and town (small one horse town about 3 miles
eway) which was just a stop over railroad station far away, it took lots
of grit and courage to meke the transition for her. However, she accepted

her fate and life with the samurail stoicism andox determined to make the
S DAl X

~

best of them. She tells of many wwbeotd hardships as she lived those first
few years. After, Im was born she was t6o busy to wopry about home and what
night heve been so she kept right on going. After I wgs born, Tom was born
and then John and then Osako, a girl, and then William and then Goro (still-
born). So, she was kept busy between cooking the meals and rearing four of
us boys that she didn't mind the hardships sc much. Osako died at 1 yr

after her birth,

In 1929, the struggle wes too much for mmix her and lrs. Abiko who
brought her to American soil from Japan found & man who heard about us and
wanted to take care of us. He had a unsatisfactory marriage and he was
divorced from his wife. This person, lr. Hachiro Furuhata, married his first
wife more out of pity than love it seems for she had & a very beautiful face,
P

but a physieal disfigurement. So, she left him and he divorced her.ﬁ There
were many times whén we had nothing left in the house to eat and I still can
remermber very distinctly when mother would make broth like liquid out of
rice and give it to us. We had nothing but soft rice and water, and yet she
would give it to us and when we asked her why she didn't eat, she replied

that she wasn't hungry. - Now, when I think of it, it brings tears to my eyes

for she refused to eat so that we wouldn't starve. Sometimes, our neighbors

would bring us some cammed foodstuffs or a small bag of rice and then we
would keep going for a little more. Once, a mother pig with four young pigs

game to our farm and Tom took a .22 rifle and shot one. Ve feasted for about
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two weelks on the pig which was the only meat we had for three months that yeab.

We used to shoot jack rabbits and robins for food but they would come only

during the season and so we didn't have meat during off season. We had

chicken, but we ate it all up and since wmx we were all on the point of

starvation, this man who is our step father now toolr compassion on us and

aslked mother to marry him and he took care of us for about two months until

we got our strength back. Nother was so ill once that she was bed-ridden

for a long tin Fina she got well enough to travel and we went to San

Prancisco on U : 1929, We soon got odd jobs as newspaper delivery

boy, step sweepers and etc. and we have finally managed %o pull through

until all the four hrothers were finished with their high school education.

Then I started for cdllege and finished. Tom who is 26 now was going t o

collerze when evacuetion interrupted it. John amd Willie doesn't seem to

desire to attend college. They had a very good business with their grocery

store which they purchased near our home. It was located én the corner

and they were doing good business.

Today, our family is considered guite highly by the community and mother

end step dad is very proud of us. Sometimes, we heve %o tell them that others
o have them spesk of their own sons with so much pride. - Bven
we have won the respect of our neighbors and we have our fingers so to

speek in nearly 21l the activities at Tanforan.

Step father--lr. Hachiro Furuhata

Born at Nagoya,” Japan in 1884, March 18, 1884

T do not ¥mow too much sbout his life in Japan, except that he was a
farmer's son and had graduated high school and a special egricultural school
in Japan.

cem= to this country while yet a very young men perhaps about 20

years old and he went to the rich Stockton Delta lends known as the San

Joaguin Valley. There he farmed on the potato ranch with the well known
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ravelled to Japan and came back to U.S.

g active part in church work end started the
region for theX Japanese. He was working as
anito
to that of collection agent for the Japanese AVMERICAN
News, larzest Japenese and English newspaper daily on the Pacific Boast. He
worked three years unbil he gok & sgency with the New York
He didn't have much money wk > met us, but all he had whi close

to £1,000 was paid to t up a living gquerters for usiwr in the city, an suto-
mobile and to pay the debts tto friends which we had in Livingston. 8o,
when we came to San Franecisco in 1929, He worked

were haviéng a btough time to

here and there and

He was electedk treasurer of the church to which we be zed and since
that time, he has been well and happy. Now, we all are grown into manhood
and so he has no financial worries ard he seems very happy.

Itve heard so much that step fathers do not ususlly wonk out and I
was apprehensive with temerity, but he certainly proved a real gentleman and

a real fine dag. We Teel proud of him and feel gratified %hat everything

turned out so well. He ocertainly is proud of all of us and since he isn'd

our real dad, we try to meke it all up to him by treating him as he were
A

our real dad,

4

At Tanfoéran, he plumber crew andkmxzx he seems quite satis-
fied in his job.  gets 1 ser month which is goodf for an issei at

Tanforan for mostm of them zet only $8.00 as unskilled workers,

<
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1w bppther, Tém.
Tom was elected by the Northern California Dhristian#‘Youth Council

o represent them at the Amsterdam Youth Congress in 1937. So, he has

number of excellent friends who are national figures in the religious field.

was & nominee for the lNisei of the year of all the nisei i it States
1939, He is my second brother. My third and fourth brothers are not

<L L. P ¥ A
famous, but they are well liked and are very popular with the people ® here.,

Childhood
grammar ducation was obtainad from a country shhool teacher,
I went to ior Hi School, gradusted from it and went to three more

. 4 A AL 2% vEhe hoire d o
vears of hiech school. I wlways wanted tp play around like other boys and go
o

e - : 3 v T, Lol
out for school mkhetkx athletic teams and other act had

3 : . Tk » ahir Poreco tl
. my job at vetpain time every day rain or shine, I had to forego the

seemed
I had for
the word work and
mnoney.
At high school, I did sneak in enough afterschools to make my block
"C" which took all of the three years todm do it. I participated in track,
basketball, and tennis, but it was hard work for it meant ecutting work or
going to work late in order to make the practices and games and whenever we
took a trip out of the city, I had to either find someone to take my place
at the paper route, or not meke the trip and thereby lose my chance of playing
on the first string.

After high school, I was fortunate enough to be given a chance to lead

a boys' club at the YMCA. I always liked to associate myself with young boys

and here was my chance. I gave my chance all the time and study I was able
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to muster. I started to take active interest in Sunday School teaching and
church work.

I was elected chairman of the Young People's Union Church, one of the
first nisei English speaking Christiean church in the United States. I was
about the youngest one on the first eabinet, but I felt it my duty to do
my best in spite of my age. I finally did fair enough of a job to be re-
elected the following term. t gave me great pride and honor to be so re«
spected. Even to this date, smong many of my experiences, I count that honor
as one of the biggest thrill that happened to me. All this happened to me
right after my gradustion from high school. That very same year, one month
after I graduated from high school, I was offered a job in a gzoldfish and
tropical fish firm. It flattered me to think that I was asked to take a job
indtead of my going after a job as is the usual custom. The pay wasn't very
bed in comparison to what most nisei with high school education were getting.
I got $15.00 per week which was raised later to $20.00 per week. Very few
Japanese ownsd firm paid that well.

I worked for four years, until my youngest brother finished high school.
Then, I decided to continue With my education for I felt the inadequacies of
my high school education to compete with others who had college education in the
social and mental and economical field. I decided that I would go to school
again, and told the rest of my brothers to care for mother and dad., Imexdern="
$e¥ty;—F Rave thres vrothers;-namely,.Tom,-John.and lilliem;—a mother—gil Erd=a

_step—fether-who-really-conldnlt be better than a real father. We all got along

very well. Mother was very strict so we often clashed, but she #h1as toned down

guite a bit and she doesn't keep us tied to her apron strings too strictly now.
Perhaps she felt the futility of such a action for we felt that we kmew how

to take care of ourselves and didn't listen too carefully to what she advised.
So far, we have managed to escape any lezal or other complications or entangle-

ments.

Banaroft Library
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With the $150.00 that I saved in the bank after much saving and cutting

down of all unnecessary expenses, I started to pursue my codlege education.
First, I went to Jr. College in San Francisco where I graduaged with honors.
I was active in Debating team, tennis, and Fconomics Honor Fraternity. I won
my Championship block in Tennis being the only nisei out of over 500 to win
the honor of a championship block "SF". After two years of Jr. College, I
entered the University of California.

ince my funds had already run very low, I had to apply for a job to
continue my education. The only type of job whiech was open to the nisei were
family work or other such menial jobs. There was plenty of discrimination in
the employment office at University of California and at one time, there was
a big row which nearly caused scandal for some of the administrative workers

in the office.l I got a job as house boy and my duty was to prepare the foods,

17 3o not hawve facts to bakk up these statements, but as I remember cor-
rectly, the jobs which were open to the Japanese-American Students at U.C. were
jobs which were classified as domestic jobs. Until very recently none of the
nisei were ablé to get any jobs whibh gave them any experience in the office,
laboratory, etc. Houseboy jobs and janitorial jobs were the only openings.
Even if there were jobs which were open, nisei applicants would never be given
the priority to try for the so called olerking, office work, or white collar
jobs. Even if the job was mess boy or hashing in eating places, the nisei
would never get fmxx it for they were not given work orders to report for
these jobs. So, an investigation was made and these théngs were found true.

Justifications giv¥en by the administrative officers in charge of em-
ployment were that Caucasians would not take houseboy jobs and housegirl
jobs and so the nisei and the “rientals were given thase jobs. Also, when
NYA jobs were being applied for by the nisei, they were given the hardest
time by having to exhaust all other means of work before being given NYA
jobs. Their caucasian friends would get NYA jobs by just applying. This
was the type of discrimination which took place at the UC employment office
and the school officials didn't do anything nor could they do anything um-
til facts were in their hands., President Sproul helped to get the situa-
tion altered, but it left a bad tastes in the mouths of the minority groups
like the Orientals and the Race relations groups.




12

Autobiography of F. Hoshiyama
keép the house in good order and &o the housework on Saturdays. Between my
work and school work most of my time was well taken up. However, at this time,
I met a young girl and fell in love with her. She was working in a beauty
parlor and was receiving salary of $80.00 per month. On this she had to pay
for her room and other personal expenses. Yet, she helped me out finan-
cially every month, I didn't want to ask my family members since I knew
the tough straits they were in and so I managed by working on my spare time
and help from my girl friend. We decided to get married soon as I graduated
and got a job.

After two years of fun, studying and adventuring at University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley, California, I graduated with honors in the jeneral cur-
riculum with three majors. Social psychology, social economics and pulilic
administration were the three majors which we called under the convenient
term General Curriculum.

At the University of California, I took advantage of all spare time
end participated in the Japanese Student Club, the Race Relations Study group,
the Yriental Study Group, the Students Relations Group, the Honor Students
Assootations, The drama group, took Bridge lessons, rhumba lessons, and at-
tended Llittle Theatre productions, and other extra curricular activities as

it presented themselves.

My Occupational History
During my last term at Univ. of California I took three Civil Service
Examinations for jobs which were to open up right after graduation. It so

happened that I placed on the eligible list on them and before I graduated,

I received word that I could go for an interview right after the last fdnal

if I were interested. Just about this same time, I was offered a job as the
Boys' Work Secrstary at the Japanese Branch of the San Francisco Young len's

Christian Association.

It took my best thought to decide, but I decided after many hours of
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praying and seeking of advice and suggestion from friends, community
leaders and minister of my churéh. I decided to give my life to the YMCA
movement which offered about half the pay that I would have received from
the Civil Service job as Social worker in Social Security Agency. I based

my decision briefly on the following basis; I have been given only so many

years to live in this world. T can choose to a large extent how those years

shall be lived. I felt that unless I did live my life the best that I could,
I would never get a chance to come this way again. I knew thal it was a
challenge, but I accepted the challenge of the harder andmmEm:x more demanding
work of service and character building to that of public servant under Uncle
Sam's pay. It meant meager economic security and more difficult work, but
there was greater honor snd prestige attached to it. T took it.,

T started to work in June 1941 and the evacuation process forced
to give my job up on the end of April, 1942. Just one month less than

yvear, I was out of a job again.

My Activity Just Before Evacuation

Prior to evacuation, I was working at the Japanese Branch of the San
Francisco Metropolitan YMCA. My duties were to take care of boys work and
character-building program for the youth of our community. However, the
type of work I had to do were so numerous that it would be hard to classify.
T had to take care of social work, charity type of work providing foodstuff,
clothing and etc. to needy, rfun zmt an employment bureau, promote community
wide events such as carnivals, bazaars, hobby shows, summer schools, musie
classes, dance classes, youth discussion groups, volunteer officers forece,
and accounting. I had to act as counsellor for students, take care of de-
linquents, take eare of friendless individuals, church contacts, sthletic
events, participate in city-wide affairs with other youth agencies df the oity

and be a friend with a willingks hand to all.
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During the crisis right sgter the declaration of war, I was helping
the community by getting accurate information from the FBI, the U.S. Attorney
General, the Immigration Department and the Sosial Welfare Department and
acted as clesring house, information buresu, news office and escort bureau.
We printed information ag they developed in English and Japanese and disti-
buted the newsheets to the doors. I got the volunteer help and orgenized it
with the help of the J.A.C.L. people. I had to help get number of birth
certificates and many a trip I made to the Federsl Reserve Bank to clear
up property report informetion and aid others to do it.

Meetings were called in okder to plan for the future of the college
students, job situation was studied and discussions were held at the YHMCA
building. We had to put on socials to maintain the morale of the people
during the anxious days. It really was a big job and when I stop to think
about it, I wondered how I ever lived through it all. We were working till
midnight evsry day end during the time when the curfew was in effect, I was
still at the YMCA working when I should be at home after 8:00 pm,

As I remember, there were loks of confused thinking and rumors Wouldﬁ
sprea@ like wild fire. It was a task in itself just to dispel the rumors.
That is one reason I had to contact the Attormey General's office so many
times. It was necessary to obtain travel permits for many of the people who
were stranded in the city when the curfew went into effect. MNany lost their
jobs and I had to find relief for them in such a way that it wouldn't hurt
their feelings since the Jepanese people on the whole are a proud lot and they
would starve first before asking for any help from others, expecially from
the government. Onece I took a lady who had two sons in the army to thex social
welfare department and she applied for relief. When they asked her to sign

the pauper's oath, she started ofying and T asked her why she didn't want to

sign it. She replied, "It's a disgrace to my sons and if they should ever

find out that I had to apply for relief by signing the pauper's o#th, it would
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disgrace my sons forever and they would never be able to hold their head up
The two sms who were in the army didn't get kheir pay and so they
couldn't send any money home, but in the first place, they didn't know how
badly off whe was. She had a job and she lost it which meant she had to find
a new place to slpep and she had to pay rent and eat out of her own money.
Before she lived with her employer and ate wikh her.

In addition to the YMCA worlk, I was active in the Protestant Church
activities. I hed a Sunday school class to teach every Sunday morning and T
was often asked to give talks here and there. As for church work, T didn't

ive it more time than just what I spent with it Sundays. However, in the
afternoons on Sundays, I would have to work at the YMCA for our activities were
busiest when other people had free time.

for movies or any sort of recrea-

Since the war broke out, I had no time
+ion except occasional rame of ping pong or badminton. I liked to play tennis
amd._gokemy Junior—foltege—tiank *3F' but I could afford the time to play it.
Tt really was a hectiec life and I must have lost 15 pounds. I was too busy
to get sick. Duiing the week day nights, we held three meetings on coop-
erative study groups and war relocation programs.

e cempaigned for discarded clothéng, books, and ete. so that we would
have it ggthered in one spot so that we might be able to send it to Assembly
centers. Te sent a load of three ton truckful to Manzaner of books, piano,
athletic equipments etc. When we found out that we had to be evacuated also,
most of the unnecessary stuffs had been colleeted ard there Weren't very much.

]

Howswer, we were able to aslk through the Friend's Church, the Fellowship of

Reooneiliation and other Christian churches and organized sthddtic groups to

donate any equipment they could. In this method we were able to gather enough
supplies to furnish a start in thqéecreation program at Tanforan for the first
two months. Mr., H. Le Roy Thompson, Director of Recreation, has often told us

thet if it weren't for the contributions of others which we got into Tanforen,
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our recreation program would not have anything for the first two months for
the government materials didn't arrive until July. We came to Tanforan at

end of April.

My Attitude Prior to Evacuation
Until the very minute that the actual order was given byftzx General De
Witt of the Fourth Army Commend and Western Defense, I didn't ever believe

that we would have to evacuate. I thought they might evacuate some of the

issel who had close connection with Japen or were active in promoting Japanese

events in our community, but I really didn't think the American publie would
deny our rights to the native citizens of Japanese ancestry. I thought that
if such a thing should ever come about, it would mean that no group in the
United States would be safe. I felt that either the Constitution of the
United States would have to be torn up or we would not be moved. The news-

clamored for our removal and we watched each succeeding newssheets

ager eyes, but I wgs confident that we would not have to evacuate. So,

all those who asked me that there was nothing to worry about and that
I would guasrantee that we won't evacuate. All that I had been taught in

schools about the equal right of citizens before the law and the equality of

races, creed or sex had become part of my convictions as far as the United
States! way of life was concerned and I had absolute faith in it.

When the announcement of the order came out, I was terribly hurt and
surprised. I felt like renouncing all which the stars and stripes stood far
and T felt bitter. Then when I tried to think the thing through with my
limited conception of the historical background of our nation and my limited
knowledge of constitutionsl laws snd ppocedures, and with supplementary
readings of the justification of the order as given by General De Witt and

others who supported the measure, I realized that the thing was biggerkk thah

just one racial group and that it was a real war where the enemy either shoots
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you down or you shoot the enemyre It wasn't a fight with words, but with lethal
weapons which killed end murdered. I, such type of wgr where the whole nation
was involved, our group represented less than 10% of 1% of the total population
of United States. If we were 130,000 strong and often a army that size is
captured or killed in a single combat, it doesn't mean much to a large nation
of over 130,000,000 people which is fighting for its very life.

Then, I thought a little further, and tried to think of many other al-
ternative plans which would be better for our mnation than mass evacuation.
T realized that time was the importemt element, but the expense and the work
involved did not justify the actions of the army inmy opinion. But, what's
one humble person's opinion when he is so insignificant.

hen, when one thinks of the pressures which were brought to bear upon
those making the ultimate decision such as the pressures brought in the econo-
mic realm by moneyed interests and pressures brought about by other factions
in the political field such as the Native Son's and Daughters of California
and etc. Some of the economic pressure groups were the Bank of America, Assoc~ |
jeted Farmers, Nursery Association of Northern California, Prodﬁce Varket
Ass'n of Southern California.

Well, T finally came to the realization that no matter what my personal

feelings of opinions were on the matier, the problem was much bﬁ%ﬁfr than

just one person or one group of persons and that the next best thing for me

to do was to obey the orders and cooperate to the fullest extent. I didkkimx
think of staying put and was even willing %o go to jail if necessary to fight
for my rights and privileges which I cherished. However, my chance to oppose .
the orders was during the Tolan Committee Hearing and since the ones who

madeé the final decision got all the arguments and opinions and some facts and
based their decision on them, I decided that it would be to the better interest
of our country to zive the authorities fullest cooperation. This was the way

T looked at the evacuation orders and the curfews. If the proper authorities
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felt thet the restrictions imposed on the aliens and nisei were necessary,
then T must either obey them or take the consequences of violating them.
I didn't quite understand why the nisei of Japanese parentage were singled
out and so I wrote tovarioms people who were in high offices such as Com-
mending General De Witt, Eisenhower, Governor Olson, Fresident Roosevelt.
I cammot prove this statement nor do I think that any one will ever be in
the position to do so, but I think the Army was given certain responsibility
and they had little to do with the actual decisiomn. It would be no use try-
ing to fight the WCCA (Wartime Civilian Comtrol Authorities) nor bring the
case to the Attorney General Biddle. It was something which couldn't be
touched now that the orders were given. The Army method andikxem through fkkitx
jts Bhannels the order would be best obeyed and can be given without vielating
too much the democratic feelings of the nation.

Such precedent, the first of its kind igﬁhis country is a very dangerous
thing for it would mean that if some interested element in our nation wanted
to control certain racial group for their own selfish interests, they could
teké advantege of the war crisis or some other national emergency and cause
wholesale disruption of economic and social life.

Now thet L have come to the point of accepting the orders and committed
myself to full cooperation, what would be the next step in my thinking. Im-
mediately, I thought of the disruption it would cause in the social, economie,

and educational life of the Japanese and Japanese-Americans. It would mean

that many minds would become bitter and many would lose faith in the way of

1ife which we have called the American democracy. Right away, terms such as
"Democracy for whom? the White Americens?", "Why try to become good Americans
when we are considered to be only dammed yellew #mxpmf Japs?", "What good is

our citizenship when we are treated like enemies?", My brother is in the army,
ready to die for this country, and yet, wmx we are treated like bunch of spies,”,

"The least any fair government cen do for its citizen is to give hearingsto
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prove their loyalty", "This country is worse than the Axis powers". These
statements certsinly do not express all the remarks made and expressed freely
in our community right after the orders came into effect, but they do epi-
tomize the type of feeling and attitude prevalent. Much of it is still in
the minds and hearts of nisei who wanted to be loyal citizens and who still
consider th;mselves to be realt good Americans, but feel bitter about the
whole evacuation movement,

One interesting sidelight to the nisei's feelings was the feelings of

the issei. They feel that the mnisei are given the rawest treatment and if

they knew that this country was going to do such a thing, ®hey would mmxwex
never thad brought them into life here to face such humiliation add disgrace.
Many had tears intheir eyes as they tdlked to us and expressed their thoughts.

All thies made me reaslize the necessity for proper education and to cor-
rect the bestialized attitude of our fellow nisei. I felt that Americeniza-
tion program for issei and nisei would be very valuable and the sooner the
better. So, while st the YMCA we started English classes, Americanization
clagses giving background history of our country and tried te explajm why
war necessitates number of things which wouldn't be thought ef during normal
times. Knowing that the Japanese community in Sen Franciseo would be be=
wildered and stunned, we started many activities to keep @p their morale such
as getting speakers who hade had war experience in both China and Europe and
who handled evacuation to speak to us giving information as to the type of
things which might be expected. We also got government officials to come and
speak to the groups. We sponsored many supper cooperative study groups, en-
couraged holding folk dancing and other social gatherings to uplift their
scared feelings into a unified effort to cooperate and help our nation by
making the big job of evacuation easier.

Next, I felt that £ it's not the immediate things which should be con-

cerned with too greatly, but the future. It was important to have the assembly
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center pattern well organized and done wikh the minimum of disruption from
normal life. After Assembly Centers, the War Relocation Centers' problems
must be met. So, we started drive for books, reereatimn materials, and any
other things which could be used ink the centers. By, we, I mean the social
agencies of our city and especially my superior, Mr. Lineoln Kanai, who to-
day is in the Federal Pemitentiary at Dupont, Washington for violating the
curfew andrestriction orders. He was instrumental in doing number of fore-
sighted things which helped the assembly centers get started in éducationm,
recrestion and in obtaining the medical supplies and proper staff. He pre-
sented number of important problemé before the proper W.C.C.A, and W.R.A.
people which prevented many mistakes later on.
Keeping up the different activities which came up because of the war

gituation and trying to best serve the best needs and interests of the com-
munity, I was kept busy day and night until the véry last day of my evasuation,

which was to be April 28, 1942.

Life at Tanforan as Evacuee

When a general call for volunteers to set up the Tanforan Assembly Cen-
ter was made, I offered to go as a work crew to help fix up the camp for later
evacuee arrivals. I decided to do my part in keeping themorale of the camp

at its highest andat the same time, try to set a pattern of wholehearted co-

operation and unselfish efforts so that those who may follow will find a

good pattern oﬂdiving to follow. I came to Tanforan driving my own jalopy
(0ld 1929 Buick coupe) which I sold to the government for $40.06 cash, but
have not received the cash yet.

April 28th, 1942 was my departure date from my home in San Frencisce and
my new start as a evacuee at Tanforan. First day was spent in fixing up the
horse stall which was to be my home of rest and smell for the next few months.

After getting the baggages and few shelves and stands built, I went out te

5
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help the other evacuee get their baggages delivered and the beds and blankets
set up for sleeping.

My reaction to moving wes one of adventure and expectancy of worst con-
dition'than what we found. I felt that we were given a pretty good deal and
decided then and there that I am going to be happy at Tanforan., We didn't
know just what to expect, but I knew that it couldn't be bad for all the of' -
ficials treated us cordially and since I felt that they were doing their
best wibh the job they were given, we might as well cooperate and make the
best of it. 1t would be no use to fight against the Cénter Administrationm,
gince they didn't have anything to do with us heihg in the Assembly Center.
If there was to be any fighting to be done, verbally or otherwise, it would

be more to the point to fight against the pressure groups, The Native Sons

) W
and Daughters of California, Earle Warren and gang, the Bank of America, the /

Farm Grangers, the Nurgery and Produce Market people and those who pushed

the move to oust us from our homes. In other words, the best methods to com-
bat public clamor and pressure to get the Japs, citizens and aliens out of
thé cities and farms were to educate the fair minded and justice léving
American people and get at the source of the opposition and at the people
who knowingly violate the very principle of democracy and Americanism.

At Pirst, I felt that we should cdoperate with the Army orders to the
full extent without any question for it would mean that the less the Army had
to worry about us, the eamker would their task be to fight fascism abroad and
at home. I didn't realize what a tremendous task the Army took over whem it
took over the job of evacuating 90,000 Japanese and Americens from their homes
to Agsembly Centers and War Relocation Sites. 1t was the pressure groups and
newspaper propaganda which forced the Army to take drastic measures and I
personally feel that the Army regrets taking over such a job for which they
weren't prepared or fitted to do. No wonder that so many disgraceful mis-

takes were made. Many observers rationalize and say that if the Army could
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provide good concentration camps for the evacuees and evacuate them smoothly,
it wouldn't be right, for democracy should know wery little about Concen-
tration camps and their methods. That's the reason why they did such a poor
job. It was much better job thah what is done in England, Germany and other
European country, but it was stupid and assinine nevertheless. It's going
to be one of the biggest black mark in democracy that United States will have
to justify. I'm sorry it happened and I don't think there's any excuse for
jt for there could have been many other alternative plans. Not one persoh
even got a hearing to prove his loyalty. It was a mass racial diserimination
and done without reason or sanity, but under pressure and economic greed.

The first week at Tanforan was a busy week, sinoé I worked until 10
to 11 pm every night helping the latest arrival get their stalls and bar-
racks in order to sleep. Lights had to be furnished, beds and mattresses
had to be provided, endtheir beddings and baggeges had to be delivered. The
system of getting things delivered was so disorganized that it was a shame.
The WPA workers hired to organize the induction of evacuees were dumb bynnies.
They were the misfits and dregs of private employment so they didn't know
how to orgenize or get things systematized. It took suggestions and headwork
of the niseé personnel to help solve the baggage traffic problem. In addftion
to the dumb Administrators the Army insisted upon sending in evacuees on
schedule when the B Center Manager, Mr. Wm. Lawson pleaded with them to let
him get the place ready for occupancy.

For example, let me cite one case. Ome day, 1,000 evacuee came in and
it took every free men and women to get the place ready for them to be able
to hawe a place to rest their weary heads and feets. Next morning, there
wasn't a bed extra in which someone could sleep if they arrived. The plumb-

ing wasn't ready yet, and cmrpenters and electricians were yet fixing the

places up for ococupancy. The Center Manager begged the Army not to send any

more people until a few days later. This 1 got personally from Mr, Lawson.
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The Army told him that it was keeping to its sshedule and that he was supposed
to keep to his schedule. So, another 800 people arrived, and no place was
ready for them. Again the mad panic and rush to make new ticks for the beds,
and beds had Be be gotten someplace to provide sleeping place for the new
arrivals. The bagzages and personal belongings couldn't be delivered right
away for the bagrages didn't arrive until after six o'clock that night. But,
finally, in the end the people had their stalls or barracks assigned to them
and they found roof over their head when 11 pm rodled around. Many didn't
get their beds, mattresses or beddings until the next day. Some had their
baggages, but didn't have beds to sleep in. Many slept on the floor and one
baby got pneumonia and had to go to the San Mateo Hospital.

Another disgraceful thing was the sloppiness and the lack of medicine
end equipment at the hospital. Imagine 8,000 in camp and not enough medi-
cine to ecare for ten people. The doctors said, one in particular, Dr. KK.

said, "I have more stuff in my cabinet at home that what's at this whole

hospital. They didn't even have food plates or water oups for the patiemts.

Not one tiny ounce of dope was at the hospital to kill any pain, and no
surgical operation could be done since there weren't any instruments to do
it with. It was disgraceful. Even now, I shudder to think what would have
happened had someserious accident or acute appendicitis had occured during
the first three weeks or so. The hospital was understaffed, underequipped
end mismansged with internal personality trouble which finally resulted in
resignation of one man and one doctor and family being sent to Tulelake Re-
location Center.

Well, to get back to my activities at Tanforan after the first week.
Having had the chance to talk over the program of the camp prior to leaving
with the Center Manager, Mr. Wm. Lawson, I got to know all the so called
'big shots' inclduing the Vice Manager, the head of Service Division, Mr.

Greene, and the head of Finance Department, Mr. Miller, and the other men




24

Autobiography of F. Hoshiyama
of the administrative staff. Since I knew almost everyone who arrive at camp
on account of my previous affiliation with the YMCA and activity in compunity
wide affairs and Church work, I was asked to handle the hiring of personnel
and interviewing of them so that a good reference file for future hiring
could be had. I helped in the Employment Office for two weeks getting people
to work for various maintenance and other necessity duties. However, there
arose a need for someone to handle the ‘nformation office and the Lost and
Found Headquarters which was delegated to me by Mr. George Greene, head of
the Service Division of the Cénter. I set the office up and got myself two
agsistants who helped with the work. Soon, the Director of Recreation ar-
rived and we had a nice chat. He wanted to have me help him set up the
Recreation organization and he requested By, Greene to relesse me from the
Information and Lost andFound Office and transferred me to the Recreation
Headquarters Staff as theDirector of the Beys Recreation Activities.

I immediately set to work and tried to x get the boys leaders and their
clubs organized. In the meantime, I was asked to handle ene of the sevem rec.
halls and get it staffed so that it could run smoothly without my help. I
got a Uormunity Center Director and got groups started with a skeleton staff
and moved myself outef the picture from theRkax Rec. hall. I went to the Rga.
Headquerters where I have been up to now and hope to be there for the interim
that we are at Tanforan.

1 consented to teach a Sunday schoolzk class of high school boys every
Sunday meprning in the Protestant Church at Tanforan, but I didn't want to get
too deep into the religious activities at camp since I just didndt feel like

doing it. However, I did attend the morning worship every Sunday morning and

enjoyed it. I took active part in setting up the Young People's Fellowship

which was xkx & informal religiods meeting of high school graduates and up
every Sunday pight. I also became the co-adviser to the High School age group

Fellowship. After itwmx was started and well on its way, I dropped out and
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didn't attend the evening meetings. I missed themmmkiz meetings for about
a month, when one Sunday night, the group composed of the college age young
people elected me their chairman of the executive cebinet., I didn't want
to accept and my heart wasn't in it at all. However, 1 prayed to God for
guidance and 1 was led to accept because there was a definite lack of interest
in religion at eamp. At the beginnimg month, there was only religious in-
terest for the recreation program was not set up yet, and only time people
could get togetherm was at church either in the momnings or evenings. Now,
which was in latter part of July, there was so much competitive activities
going on that very few people came to church, Those that came were sincere
in their quest for truths, whereas, when the hells were filled to overflow-
ing capecity, many of them were merely eurious andkimy they ceame for social
purposes. L felt that if 1 could exert my efforts to bring about a greater
interest in the religious values of life, that 1 could serve mykx Lerd no
better. So, I accepted the position kmowing that I couldn't play badminton
on Sunday nights like I had been doing for four previous Sundays prior to
election.

On the cabinet were four of the most able and experienced pesple to
help me. Th-re were eight on the cabinet, but four of the impoertant posts
were to beheld by well known Christian leaders. They were all college
graduates andhad previous experience in youth work in Christian work as
laymen. "“hen I sawkk the list of imposing nemes, 1 though that my job
wouldd be very simple. However, when I found out that none of the four
people accepted, and that I was the only one who accepted, I felt quite
sick. I realized that their hearts werem't in it and I didn't press them
too much since I appreciated howkxmy they felt. I knew each one of them
had very important jobs, top jobs in their department. One was the head 1li-

brarian, enother was the principle of the Fre-School Nursery and another was

her helper. The fourth person was themsmx manager of the mess hall and se
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I couldn’t force the jobs on them. I had to look for other substitutes,
but was mmable to find only one and so three of the other posts are still
unfilled.

I am determined to make the best of the situation and we have had some
excellent meetings and attendance has increased some.

Whenever there is a chance for myself to be useful I try to help out,

no matter if it concerns recreation or not. In fact, I'm xmx quite busy

with things besides recreation, but I feel that anybhing e help the morale

is helping recreational purposes in the final analysis and so don't feel
too badly for putting some of my time in things beside my paid job. I got
on the Rec. staff as Profession and Technician rating which means that I
will be getting $16.00 per month plus my board and room and $2.50 serip and
$3.82 value of basic clothing. I enjoy my work as Recreation Staff member
for it has much of the things I used to do as Secretary at the YMCA. I am
happy and do not feel one bit bitter or skeptical. I know it's fim not right
our being here at Tanforan, but I feel we ought to make the best of it.

I was asked to go to the relocation center on or about Sept. & 9th with the
first contingent whieh includes the work corps to set up the camp. My de-
sire was to stay till the very end so that I could enjoy California weather
much as possible, knowing that it may be years and years and maybe never
that I would ever step on California soil again.

There was a need for four recreation leaders to go down to set up the
facilities and program for the newz camp and 1 was one of the four selected
to go down. T have had specialized trainingam and if Mr. Thompson felt that
I should go, I thought to myself that would be to my advantage for it would
insure me a job in the type of work I was able to do well. After talking it
over with my brothers and folks, and my close friends, I decided that I
ought to go.

I have so much work before me that I don't know how 1 ever will com-
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plete it all, but I mmst just keep trying. I have to finish upm on the
social studies in this camp and get all my reports in for the recreation
program. I have a staff of 8 boys working with me at the recreation head-
quarters and since I'm in charge of all the boys activities which means
a1l theclubs and their activities, it keeps me purty much on the go. In
addition to actual club work, I am responsible to provide leadership and
demonstration for all the handioraft work.

In addition to these duties, I have the Young People's Fellowship to
worry about and the new job of co-chatrmen of the Artﬁ and Hobby Show for
the three day Mardi Gras Fiesta. The Hobby shows includes seven sectioms,
nemely, Paintings, Art work, Handieraft of all types, %8 Floral Arrangement,
Garden Show, Vegetable show, Dwarf trees and ornamental gardening show, Boeb
Show, and Clothing show- -of everything made at Tanforan.

There was much speculations as to when the group will actually leave
and to where, but the date of leaving has been of ficially amnounced. The
place is yet not officially announced although many of the peopleare 90%

sure that it would be Abraham, Utah. Since, then, there has been much ru-

mors as to who would leave first, and how they would leave.

Finally word has come out that Mess Hall No. 2 would leave last and
that this aree must volunteer 20 workers in the mess halls so that the main
mess hall which was first used when we came into camp and has been diseon-
tinued since all the local mess halls near the living areas were opened could
be operated to take up the emergency #f feeding as the mess halls would be
closed when people move out starting on the 15th of September. First work
erop group will leave on Sept. 9th, and the first contingent of evacuees
would leave starting from Sept. 15th and continue until the end of the month.
There are some who wants to leave first and some who wants to xxxyf stay.
However, the order has been released how the camp shall be moved so the people

in general has accepted it and I don't hear any more rumors nor discontentment.
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Just to give a picture of the type of life I lead in this camp--a

camp which has been organized very well, and is running very efficiently--

I shall give a descriptive running account of my activities.

One Weeks' Activities of Myself
Monday-6:30 am. Shower and wash up, shave, comb my hair and wait for the
siren whish meas the head count man will come to check each one of us daily,
6:40 am and 6:30 pm. twice daily. 7:00 am. Breakfast of two toast and one

small square of butter,




