
Fresno Reception Center 

Hi lda Rosenbloom, Sam Nakano, and I went out to the Center together, 
^he entrance, guarded by a soldier with gun ana "bayonet was a high 
fence with a large gate. On the top of the fense are three rows of 
barbed wire. The Center is the old County Fair Ground. We fi rst went 
into the Administration buildings to pick up our permits . Mr. Pullum 
who is the Manager of the Center was not there but we were t aken into 
see Mr. Pollack who is the Recreation Director. (He was for merly 
wi th the Recreation group for the WpA in the Valley.) The o ffices were 
of the usual rough wood with wood floors and newly built d esks, f i l ing 
cabinets etc. The office help consisted in both Causas ians and Japanese 
girls. Mr. Pol lack's secretary is a young Japanese-America n who is 
very eff icient. 

Mr . Pol lack explained that they were inducting there firs t group today, 
and so were very busy. The people being inducyed were the earl y profe-
sionals and work crew singed up in Fresno, Selma, and Made ra. He said he 
would show us around in his car. Sam (our Japanese friend f rom the 
WCCA office)was not allowed to go with us but had to stay in t he Admin. 
Bui ld ing since he was to be inducted this Friday himself) The outside 
of the buildings were exactly like those in the Merced Camp. They are 
low bui ldings of wood covered with tar paper with small w indows the no. 
depending upon the size of the apartment. Every window had a screen on 
itm unl ike the Merced camp. We drove first down to where th ey were ind-
ucting the group. There were several lines waiting at t urnstiles for thefr 
turn to have their baggage searched by a soldier for cont raband. Most of 
them had already been through this and were sitting on bench es or standing 
in groups watching the proceedings. The thing that first s truck me was 
the organization of the groups who were visiting together. T here seemed 
no mixture of the young and old. The old single men sat in fr ont of their 
barracks together and smiled as we passed. The older women were either 
just watching or were taking care of children or talking t ogether in 
groups of around eight. But the younger group were laughin g and quite 

boisterous. As we got out of the car, one of the younger fell ows yelled 
at us "Cal w. We laughed and said "Yes, you too?" they all roared at us 
tnat they were from Cal. One of the boys waid he had been in a co urse 
which I had read for (Dr. Gordon's Econ. 109) 

We then went into a mess hall. Like in Merded each Ward has a mess hall 
at the end of the unit (sometimes in the middle) In the hall t here was 
great activity. Dinner was being prepared and the tables s et. All the 
workers and cooks were Japanese. We inspected the tables which were 
wood slabs with benches along either side. The tables we re being cover-
ed with lenoleum (but only three were finished at that time ) The dishes 
were new, shiny white crodkery. On the tables were the eatery for the 
people plus a large bowl of sugar, salt, pepper, two larg e platters of 
white bread, two cubes of butter. In the center of each table was a 
very large bowl of cooked raisins which were to be the de ssert. We asked 
the boy what the menu was for tonight. None of the kids knew and said 
to see one of the cooks. Finally, we had to ask the Chief C ook who had 
it writ ten out and pinned to the wall above him. The menu fo r that 
night was: boiled beef, rice, squash, Mexican beans, tea , milk (for 
chi ldren) bread, butter, raisins. (I might say it smelled w onderful) 

We then inspected one of the uninhabited houses. Like in M erced there 
were apartments for six and four. The partions were only u p to the 



t 

place where the roof "became co ne shaped, so there was a spa ce of around 
four feet inbetween. Mr, Pol lack said they were definitel y planning on 
fi l l ing that in if the people were going to stay there any length of time 
and he thought they would "be there around six months. The fl oors were 
wooden and good. He explained that they had mixed floor s, most of them 
being wood, some concrete and some asphalt. (We saw all thr ee) In the 
rooms were nothing tiut the cots and matresses on them. The w indows were 
fixed so they would slide open and closed. Again housing reg ulations 
were followed for space and air. As we drove on I looked in to several 
apartments which were already inhabited. One was extraord inary in that 
the people had brought along a full rug and curtains. It wa s being fixed 
UP two women. They had the curtains up and the beds made etc. Th e 
men had been building other furniture as there were peices o f wood and 
saw, hammar lying outside. The ground outside was firm and n ot rut ted, 
a lot of green alfalfa was growing around which was to lat er be cut down 
since it grew through the cracks in the houses. It was not a d usty place. 

We then went through one of the hospitals. There are three o f them 
one for men, one for women and one for contagious diseases . We went into 
the mens. There was a small ki tchen in which two women were  cooking what 
looked to be a special diit. The kitchen was clean, compa ct, and modern. 
There were three small consultation rooms with regular h ospital equipment. 
There was a steril izing room and an operating room with all th e equipment. 
There were two long rooms which were to be used for wards. O ne only 
was equiped and in use. In that one was a young nurse—>a Cal nuBsing 
graduate who was sitting at a small desk in her white unifo rm. There 
were rows of cots, separated by sheets draw between them on wire. Two 
patients were already in the hospital. One boy was sitting up ih bed 
playing with the covers. The nurse said he was a congential syphillus 
case and an idiot. (He may be transferred to an instituti on later). He 
has fits often which verge on epilepsy. Tne other patient w as a young 
boy with the measles. They were both from the same family so t he nusse 
explained that the one had been exposed before so they did n ot separate 
them. Tne nurse said they had one very good Doctor and al so one of the 
best surgeons. They have had a large signup of scientif i cally trained 
people and they plan  -to use them. 

We inspected a womens toilet. They were in rows of w o o d — s e a t s 
carved out like privies. Instead of one long row like in Merced, tnese 
were double back to back. About 15. Nice wash basins of t i n—regua l r 
sixe  a n & shape. The toilets had the same flushing system as the Merced 
camp. But the pressure was set for every three or five minute s so that 
no waste accumulated. Mr. Plooack said that this was an inv ention taken 
from Popular Science magazine. He also said that they we re at the 
present time engaged in building partit ions inbetween th e toilets in all 
the womens toilets. This is mainly because young children w ill be using 
the m.  This will not be done in the mens. There were originally buil t 
toilets for children (We saw several labelled Children) but this proved 
bad as no one knew how to classify a c h i l d — s o they were conve rting them 
into womens toilets. 

We saw tne shower room infinitely better than the Merced on e. 
There were two r o o m s — o n e with benches and basins . The othe r had 
about ten open showers. The fllor in the rooms were wood slabs covering 
conc re te—l i ke in bath houses. The wood was clean. Someone h ad betn 
taking a shower before we came in so we saw how the water drai ned from the 

?RSKt i 5 n f f iS fierce2°camr^ ?S£c S2? d +  d i ; a i n ?§?  •  T h e w a s h r o o m s w e r e l i k e 

e Mercea c a m p — r o w s of tubs with ironing boards and plugs be-



3 K a ^ 

side them. There was a sing which said "No washing on kon. 'lues, and 
Wed,11 He explained that this was because the hospital had to wa sh then 
as did the Administrators. Lines for clothes were hung u p between two 
rows of barracks. There was wash on some of the barrack lin es already. 

We saw the postoffice, wnicg was a large room with a counter , mail 
slots, scales etc. on the one end. Desks (long planks buil t against 
the wal l) nad ink, pen etc. on them. There was a small s lot in the wall 
of the building so that mail could be moved through it when the office 
was closed. The postmaster will be a regular civil eervice employee but 
will have Japanese assistants. Mail will be delivered on ee a day to 
each apartment . 

There were no "Fire lookouts" as there had been in Merced.  Soldier 
made rounds like policement but no guards. But one of the  soldiers we 
talked to said they were going to build him a station so that h e would 
not have to do so much walking. 

The camp is built to hold 5000 and was built rapidly. It is a much 
better job than the Merced one. The camp is divided by a co unty road 
which is blocked off. On both sides of this road are equal numbers of 
camp. At the far end of the second side of the road (going fr om the 
main entrance gate) there is a large fiald which is being c leared to 
make three baseball fields, basketball court and perhaps  a tennis court. 

We went back to the Administ. building and picked up nSa m and our passes 
out. Sam had just seen a young fellow who had been at the Tul are Camp. 
The fellow told Sam this story: a boy who was interned in the c amp went 
out of his mina and started running wildly for the fenc e. He statted 
climbing over the barbed wire, but soldiers using machine g uns kil led 
him. We said we could hardly believe it since in the first pl ace we 
hadn't seen a machine gun in any of the camps. Sam seemed on the 
believing s ide—hor r i f ied but wanting to aake the camps a s bad as he 
could since he was very blue about going to one. We reason ed him out 
of it and asked him to check the story if he could. I coula no t fin 
out anymore about it before I left, but Sam promised to wri te if he heard. 



Story of the Turlock Evacuation as told to me ly the FS A crew who 
worked there and were made MPs in the escort of the Japane se into the 
center there. 

The train arrived with 600 Japanese evacuees at 2:3u in t he afternoon. 

Tne camp Manager was not ready to take them in unti l 4:30, The group 

sat in the baking sun for two hours. There were no toilets no r water 

around. The sociol workers tried to relieve the mothers of the babies in 

re lays so they would not get too tired. The FSA crew took man y of the 

children into the bushes so they could go to the toilet. T he children 

were hot and thirsty and began crying. Everyone wanted wate r. The 

social workers wnet to one of the Ltts. and asked if there was n*t some 

way they could get water for the "babies as ,they were cr ying for it. 

He saia he had sent a soldier into Turlock for a "bucket of water. The 

soldier came back witn a bucket full and one dipper-In the bucket. He 

gave all the soldiers and crew a drink from the dipper and then went 

ao ong the Japanese yell ing"Any of you Japs got a paper c up you can have 

a drink of water". They of course didnt br ing any paper cups . The socil 

workers found and old. can wnich they wasneu out and used t o give the 

babies water. By that time several women had gotten very si ck and one 

naa tainted. Came 4:30 the group were hearded down the railro ad ramp 

and walked one mile to the camp carrying the babies ana lu ggage they 

had brought. The FSA crew carried as much as they could and th e social 

workers trieo. to carry as many babies as they could. Several wo^en 

fainted and had to be ta&en care of. Finally when they arriv ed they 

were taken into the c a m p - — s t o o d in line to be inspected and then were 

given theiry typoid shots. There was a great deal of i l lnes s. 


