
Ui i  * Tanaka 8/26/43 

Tazuko Fukami  i s 21, s i ngl e, 
out  on r el ocat i on from Gi l a ¿ i ver  al one, 
or i gi nal l y from Cent r al  Cal i f or ni aw She 
was born i n ¿i ngsbur g, Cal i f . Her  f ami l y 
i s s t i l l  at  Gi l a. (Tazuko Fukami  i s a 
pseudonym)� 

12 
The f i r s t  i nt er vi ew wi t h Tazuko t ook pl ace G/Si /43. 

t wo 
Tazuko had been i n Chi cago t hsea weeks t hen. I nvi t ed by t he 

êt hr en host el , she ar r i ved her e, she says, wi t h hi gh hopes 

of  "get t i ng a good of f i ce j ob" and enj oyi ng her  f r eedom on t he 

out si de. 

On t he day of  t he f i r s t  i nt er vi ew, 8/12/43, she was 

i n an ext r emel y depr essed mood. She wal ked i nt o t he of f i ce, 

sat  down. One coul d easi l y see t hat  she was t ense, unr el axed, 

appar ent l y wor r i ed. 

Tazuko i s f i ve f eet  i nches t al l ; st e wei ghs 118 

pounds; she has smal l  r egi l ar  f eat ur es. Her  makeup was i n-

exper t l y appl i ed on t hi s dat e, a conspi cuous spl ot ch of  pow-

der  on her  l ef t  cheek; but  she coul d be cal l ed f ai r l y at t r act -

i ve per haps under  l ess st r ai ned ci r cumst ances. She f i dget ed 

around consi der abl y on t hi s day; she seemed i ncapabl e of  expr ess-

i ng what  appar ent l y was on her  mi nd. 

Her  Engl i sh has not i ceabl e t r aces of  speech pecul i ar -

i t i es common to Ni sei  from J apanese communi t i es. "Th" becomes 

"d", t here i s a t endency to sl ur  over  syl l abl es and to i ncl ude 

an occasi onal  Ni hongo (J apanese l anguage) expr essi on such as 

"neh?" (huh? n'est - ce pas?). 

Tazuko at t ended the Cl ay el ement ar y school  i n Ki ngs-

bur g, l at er  gr aduat ed Ki ngsbur  hi{jh school  and compl eted 2  ̂
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year s i n a a me r c e cour se at  Reedl ey (Cal i f . ) J uni or  Col l -

ege. At  school , she hei .d a Nat i onal  Yout h Admi ni st r at i on j ob 

as of f i ce wor ker  f r om 13- 10 up to t he t i me of  evacuat i on. 

Her  ext r a- cur r i cul ar  ac t i v i t i es seem to have been cent er ed 

ar ound t he J uddhi st  chur ch of  whi ch she i s a member . She was 

act i ve i n t he Ki ngs bur g Y. W. B.A. (Young Woman f s Buddhi st  disso-

ci at i on) . She was al so i n the J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens Lea$i e 

chapt er , She l i s t ed sever al  Caucasi an r ef er ences i n her  app-

l i cat i on f or  r el ocat i on. 

At  t he Gi l a *<iver  camp she wor ked as a st enogr apher  

i n t he of f i ce of  t he communi ty ent er pr i ses. 

appar ent l y, Tasuko came t o Chi cago wi t h some conf i -

dence i n her  abi l i t y to l and a good j ob. Her  expect at i ons 

wer e hi gh. Dur i ng t he two weeks bet ween her  ar r i val  and t he 

t i me she cal l ed at  our  of f i ce f or  her  f i r s t  i nt er vi ew wi t h us , 

t hat  conf i dence had f l ed. She f ound i t  a l i t t l e di f f i c ul t  t o 

knew wher e t o begi n. She had t o be md e t o f eel  at  ease and 
f  

gr adual  ̂ quest i oned. How di d she l i ke Chi cago? Ter r i bl e. 

Di d she mi ss her  f ami l y? Cer t ai nl y. Had peopl e been f r i endl y 

t o her ? She di dn*t  know. The conver sat i on went  as f o l l ows: 

"Have you been her e ver y l ong?" 

"Two weeks ." 

"How do you l i ke Chi ca ĵ p?" 

"1 don't  l i ke i t  at  a l l . " 

"Wher e ar e you st ayi ng?" 

"Sr et her n (s t et .) host el . The Hr et her n want  us t o 

get  out  qui ck to inike room for  ot her  peopl e. 1 've had t o wal k 

around a l l  t hi s mor ni ng t o l ook f or  an apar t ment . Gee, i t f s 
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har d�" 

"Have you had any l uck house- hunt  i ng?" 

"Yeah, me and my gi r l  f r i end, I  t hi nk we f ound a 

pl ace. I t ' s on t he sout hsi de i n a good nei ghbor hood near  t he 

Uni ver si t y of  Chi cago." 

"You have t hat  pr obl em sol ved t hen, don't  you?" 

"I  don't  know. Bat  I  sur e don't  l i ke Chi cago." 

"I s t her e anyt hi ng i n par t i cul ar  t hat  you don't  

l i ke?" 

"0h t  I  don't  know. I  j ust  don't  l i ke i t . I t ' s so 

di r t y ." 

"Have you wr i t t en t o the f ol ks bac ; home?" 

"Oh, yes ." 

"Have you heard f rom t hem?" 

"Yes ." 

"Ar e you happy to be out  of  camp?" 

"I  don't  know." 

"You'r e honesi ck at  t i mes?" 

"Sur e am." 

"You've been j ob- hunt i ng?" 

"Yeah." 

"Any l uck?" 

"No. I 've had to go house- hunt i ng. Thi s t akes 

up t i me. They'r e ki cki ng us out  of  t he host el ." 

"You don't  mean you'r e bei ng ki cked out �act ual l y ." 

"Oh, no I  guess not . 3ut  I 've got  t o get  out  and 

make room f or  ot her s. Thi s morni ng I  found an apar t ment . I t 's 

on sout h Bl acl cst one." 
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Tazuko rel ated that she had beea to hal f a dozen 

pl aces to seek her stenographer's j ob. The W.H.A. had given 

tor one I sad. She di dn't get the j ob; someone el se had been 

there f i r st . She cal l ed back at the W.H.A. of f i ce, she sai d, 

but was t oM that she was on hor own now. "Gee, they di dn't ' 

help me much after t hat ." She then looked i n the newspaper 

want ads. She sai d she fel t "the*, are pl enty of jobs in the 

ci ty. I thought i t would be pretty easy to get a job wi th so 

TO want ads i n the newspaper. Sut some pO*ces just l et  a e 

f i l l  out an appl i cation blank and said to me »we '11 cal l  you.' 

Wel l , none of them di d." 

One of her fr i ends whom she met at the Brethren hos-

tel  told her about a job opening at the Goldman Company near 

the l oop. That was l ast Thursday. She rel ated her e. î ence: 

"Harry Goldman i s the boss at thi s pl ace. I t 's on 

3outh J efferson. He was ni ce and everything when he interviewed 

He tol d me I was okay and could I caae to work the next day. 

X said no not unt i l  next Monday. X di dn't tel l  him but I wanted 

to be sure and be settl ed in an apartment and knew I would have 

to look around. I t looked l i te a good j ob. Pay was ¿27.50 a 

ôek. so 1 went back to the hostel  and told everybody I had a 

job and I was going to on Monday. I  f e l t good. T h a n o n 

Fri day, that 's the next day, he cal l s up and saps he doesn't want 

He says J apanese gi r l s are not dependabl e. He says he's fed 

up with the**, that I better look for another one. So I am where 

I started. * fr i end told « about the fr i ends off i ce, so I came 

up here." 
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Tazuko's account  of  her  e êr i enc es wi t h t he Goldman 

Company was checked. I t  was f ound t o be subst ant i al l y cor r ect . 

Har r y Gol dman i s head of  a garment  busi ness. He has a smal l  of f -

i ce s t af f  of  f our  per sons. He i s a merchant  who has been keen-

l y i nt er est ed i n hel pi ng t he evacuees and was among the f i r st  

to empl oy a Ni sei  gi r l  as a secr et ar y l ast  Apr i l . He i s a man 

of  l i ber al  i deas wi t h a soci al  consci ence and has a r ecoi l  of  

empl oyi ng per sons who, because of  t hei r  r ace, f ace di scr i mi na-

t i on* He has a Negr o gi r l  wi t h whom he says he i s hi ghl y sat -

i s f i ed. Hi s f i r s t  evacuee secr et ar y was al so a gi r l  whose ab-

i l i t y he commended. However , she l ef t  him i n J ul y to r et ur n 

t o Denver , Col or ado, t o f t oi n her  f ami l y. Thi s l ef t  Mr . Gol d-

man shor t handed, appar ent l y, at  a t i me when he was sor el y pr essed 

f or  hel p, whi l e t hi s ni sei  gi r l 's work was sat i sf act or y, she 

t ook cer t ai n l i ber t i es , such as t aki ng a day of f  wi t hout  ade-

quat e not i ce, and f i nal l y she l ef t  hi m, wi t hout  suf f i c i ent  ad-

vance not i ce. Mr . Gol dman's subsequent  exper i ences wi t h evacuee 

appl i cant s l ave been on the unhappy s i de. Hi s pat i ence evi -

dent l y had been t r i ed once t oo of t en. One young l ady (a Ni sei ) 

made an appoi nt ment  wi t h hi m. She never  showed up. ¿mother  

showed up, was i nt er vi ewed, found sat i sf act or y, sai d she woul d 

come to work the next  day. He never  hear d f r om her  agai n; s t i l l  

anot her  t ook t he j ob but  phoned up a day af t er  she was due t o 

r epor t  for  woafc, t o t ol l  him t hat  she had, i n the i nt er i m, 

found anot her  bet t er - payi ng posi t i on. I n desper at i on, Ll r . 

Gol dman concl uded, "t hey shop around t oo much; I  can't  wai t ." 

Theh one day, Tazuko showed up. He i nt er vi ewed her  and was 
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asked I f she cai l d coine to vork ".tomorrow". Sh¡6 said no, but 

she could come next Monday. Her manners fai l ed to overcome 

the feel ing of skepticism that had grown i n hi s mind regard-

ing evacuee appl i cants. "How do I know she won't be l i ke the 

rest and not show up at al l ?" he kept asking himsel f after she 

had l ef t . Tazuko is not outspoken and di rect ; she tend3 to 

be i ndi rect . This feel i ng grew i n Mr. Goldman's mind and was 

st i l l  percol ating in his thoughts when another appl i cant, a 

Caucasian young woman, walked into his off i ce and asked about 

the j ob. He asked her i f she could Oo to v.oik right away; she 

said yes. Mr . Goldman right then and there decided to hi re 

her. He cal l ed Tazuko at the hostel  and told her that the job 

had been taken. He fel t he had done Tazuko an i nj ust i ce but 

fel t too that hi s experiences of the previous weeks had more or 

l es3 warranted his act i on. 

Tazuko was chagrined and puxzl ed. Thi3 seems to have 

been the beginning of a ser i es of hard luck encounters. 

She says she was about to start out job- hunting again 

when she was tol d that she must move out of the hostel  as soon 

as possi bl e. 

"Gee, I 'm t i red; wish 1 could forget the whole thi ng," 

she sai d. 

a job l ead was found for her at the moment with the 

U.S. Chain Company. 

She said she wasn't i nterested. 

"I 'm just t i red out. Too much house- hunting," she 

sai d, drawing her mouth tight i n a nervous gesture. "I think 
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I f l l  go horn® and rest . Thanlc jou j ust tho sane." 

* * * 

Word reached us i ndi rectl y several  days l ater that 

Tazuko had found a job and was goin¿ to to work at Cuneo 

Press i n the off i ce as a secretary. 

* *  ̂ * 

On 8/21/43 Tazuko tel ephoned, 3he sai d: 

"I 've beq:i  working at Cuneo press. The job i s al l  

r i ght , I mean the pay is okay and things seem al l  r i ĥt , but 

1 real l y donft l i ke thi s job at al l ." 

"What 's the matter with i t ?" she was asked. 

"I don't l ike the surroundings. 1 want a job down-

town i n the l oop. Can you help me f i nd another one?" 

"How much aro you earning now?" 

"I get 25 dol l ars a week. I t 's a five day week." 

"That 's a pretty fai r j ob. I s there anything in 

parti cul ar about i t you don't l i ke? I mean is there something 

that can be re íe died?" 

"Thi s pl ace, i t 's on Cermak Road near Chinatown. 

I don't l i ke i t ." 

"You don't l i ke Chinatown?" 

"No. i  lasan l  don't l i ke thi s di st r i ct , i t 's so 

di rty and kinda away from downtown." 

".¿re the people you work wi th unf4riendl y at al l ?" 

"l í o. 1 don't think so. There are other J apanese 

gi rl s working here." 

"Do you know them?" 

"l í o." 
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"How 's your  boss?" 

"Oh, he's a l l  r i ĥt , l  mean 1 guess he's a f ussy ol d 

man. Wo he's not  so ni ce." 

"Don't  you l i ke hi m?" 

"1 don't  know." 

"I s your  wor k sat i sf act or y to hi m." 

"Yeah. 1 t hi nk so, sur e." 

"What  ki nd of  work l ias been assi gned to you?" 

"I  t ake di ct at i on, i  t ype and uo ¿j pner al of f i ce wor k." 

"Don't  you enj oy doi ng t hi s kind of  wor k?" 

"Uh huh, but  I  don't  l i ke t hi s j ob. I t ' s no good f or  me. 

I  wanna change. Thi s di st r i ct  i sn't  ver y ood. I t  t akes me an 

hour  t o get  t o work on a st r eet  car . I  have t o be her e at  8:50. 

I  £3et  up at  6 o 'c l ock ." 

"Ar e you sur e i t '3 your  j ob t hat 's t he probl em and not  

somethi ng el se?" 

"Oh yes. I  don't  l i ke t hi s j ob»" 

"What  do you do on your  day of f ?" 

"I  haven't  had any yet . I  haven't  wor ked l o.j *; enough." 

"Have you had any r ecr eat i on at  al l ? " 

"üh sur e, t hat  par t s okay. I  ar ound and out  enough. 

I t ' s t he j ob." 

*üre you cer t ai n you'd be happi er  i n anot her  j ob and not  

be bot her ed by the same f eel i ng of  unr est ?" 

"Yes. I ' 1 sur e I  need a di f f er ent  j ob." 

"You'r e not  homesi ck for  camp, are you?" 

"Yes, I 'm ver y homesi ck for  my f ami l y. I  have t o admi t  

t hat ." 
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"Don *t you think that you ought to give yoursel f 

a l i t t l e l onger t r i al  on thi s job? You night fina out 

that you l i ke i t very much."-

"No. I think X should qui t ." 

"How long have you been workingthere at Cuneo?" 

"Three dayB. X know i t 's not very l ong, but i t f a 

long enough to know you don't l i ke a pl ace." 

"There might be the chance you l̂  change your mind. 

Besides, i t i sn't fai r to your eapl oyer for you to m qui t 

i n so short a time. Wi l l  you t.ive i t a l i t t l e longs r try?" 

"Yes, I suppose 1 wi l l , but wi l l  you be abl e to help 

me get another job? I f l l  be there on Saturday." 

* # * 

8/23/43 

Tazuko's next interview was on 8/23/43, ahe carae 

into the off i ce wearing a gay red sweater with a l arge "K" 

(apparentl y an athl eti c award from Kingsourg II i 0h School ). 

Iler apparel  hardly f i t ted her mood, ¿he was depressed, though 

she made a vi si bl e effort to ue fr i endl y and a l i t t l e more 

al ert than on her f i r st cal l , ¿¿he kept cooking down at the 

f l oor . 3he was asked, by way of opening: 

"How fs work?" 

She repl i ed: * 

"I quit i t ." 

"Why?" 

"Coul dn't stand i t ; beside the pay wasn ft so good; 

i t was kind a bad, as a matter of fact ." 
) 

"But didn *t you say that the pay was one of the ¿pod 
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til ings about that joh?" 

"The pay was a week al l  r i ¿$ht , but  af t er  t hey 

took t axes and ever yt hi ng, t her e was onl y about  l ef t . " 

"That  *s t r ue of  a j ob any pl ace at  t hat  sal ar y. 

We have to pay t axes, you know." 

"Tes , I  - oiow t hat ; 1 guess I  di dn't  f i gur o on so 

much. 1 t hi nk i t  woul d be bet t er  i f  I  got  a bet t or  payi ng 

j ob»" 

"Ar e you goi ng to l ook f or  anot her  one now?" 

"Yes , t hi s t ime I  fm goi ng t o get  a f act or y j ob. 

X can ear n more-  Get  t ime and a hal f  f or  over t i me. 1*11 

put  i n a l ot  of  over t i me." 

"We mi ght  have a few l eads her e, t hough I  am sur e you 

shoul d f i r s t  avai l  your sel f  of  t he l eads at  t he Uni t ed St at es 

Empl oyment  Ser v i ce." 

1 3ut  get t i - .j  a j ob i s n' t  my r eal  pr obl em r i ght  now." 

"What  i s i t ?" 

"We t pt t a mor e. Get t i ng ki cked out ." 

She l ook di smayed and swal l owed r at her  har d. 

She was asked: 

"You mean both you and your  roommate? I  t hought  you 

j ust  moved i nt o a ni ce apar t ment  on sout h J l ackst one?" 

"Yeah, m *ve been t her o onl y a week. The l andl ady 

was ni ce and al l , especi al l y to us , at  f i r s t . Bat  our  nei ghbor s 

have boon compl ai ni ng to her  and she 3 ays t hi n l i ke not  hav-

i ng any out si der s i n t o see us or  oome and vi si t .* J® had a 

gi r l  f r i end, j ust  one gi r l , come and eat  di nner  wi t h us , and 
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the l andl ady t ol d us not  t o do i t  any l or e. a l ot  of  l i t t l e 

things Il k© that have bee happoninc, and I t ' s so unpl easant. 

I  don't wanna stay there anymore. The l andl ady says t hat  t he 

neighbors have even ¿jot a l awyer  and he says he f l l  tel l  t he 

F. s.I . about us . I don1 wanna have nuthi n1 to ao ivith the 

F . J . I . I went over to the V/.. .A. thi s afternoon to ask f or  

housing l eads and to tel l  them about thi s. Mr* Ol son wasnf t  

i n, so they sent me over here. Bo you have any housing l eads?" 

"Vfe work under an arrangement wi th the W»H. whereby 

we turn i n al l  of the l eads that f our  staf f me ab ers ¡p out and 

secure t o Mr. Ol son; he i s the cl eai i n f house for housing 

l eads. However, are you sure that you want to move out? 

Vton*t  it be simpler i f some effort i s madexto strai / ĥten out 

affai rs wi th your neighbors and the l andl ady?" 

"Qh sure, but I wanna move. I donft wanna stay 
t her e 

¿¡ny longpr at al l ," 

"Bo other evacuees l i ve there too?" 

"Oh yes, there are several  sin. l e fel l ows, sane ¿i r i s, 

a married couple too. I  think she *s the onl y l andl ady around 

there weke*-  where J apanese have been al l owed to st ay. 1 think 

that  fs why she has been getting com l ai nts. I t  *s a ; ood neigh-

borhood and a nice apartment. But me and my roommate we have 

been trying to- get another gi r l  to con» inwi th us for a month now, 

even before we found this apartment. We been to the hostel s 

and everything, but i t f s pretty .ard to fi hd a congenial  gi r l  

to co.b i n wi th us . You know, everything has t o be congenial ." 

"How much rent do you pay?" 

"Fi fty- fi ve dol l ars a month, that 's why we need a thi rd 



CH -  217 (13) 

Gi r l ." 

"What  about  the ot her  l i i sei  i n t he sa:ae apar t i aentV" 

"I  don't  know, i iobody does anyt hi ng t o hel p me� I  

don't  care about  nobody el s e." 

She l ooked a l i t t l e sheepi sh af t er  she f i ni shed 

maki ng t hi s st at ement , as i f  she di dn't  r eal l y mean i t . ohe 

had more or  l ess bl ur t ea i t  out . ĥe wa  ̂ asked: 

nDo you t hi nk i t  woul d do any ¿,ood i f  we cal l ed i n 

the past or  of  the Church i n ; our  nei ghbor hood and asked him 

to t al k wi t h your  l andl ady and nei j i bor s and have hi m expl ai n 

the si t uat i on so you wi l l  have bet t er  under st andi ng? That  

coul d hel p you and your  rooi amate, you know.* 

"But  I 'm not  a Chr i st i an." 

"I 'm sur e t hat  woul d make no di f f er ence. He mi ght  

even assi st  you i n f i ndi ng anot her  apar t i rent  i n t hat  nei gh-

bor hood, i f  you deci ded t o move." 

"ai t  1 don't  want  t o st ay i n that  nei ghbor hood. Ther e's 

t oo much r ace di scr i mi nat i on* Xwant  t o get  away f r om t her e." 

Tazuko was t ol d t hat  t hi s par t i cul ar  ar ea she r ef ened 

t o had .been orje of  the most  r ecept i ve i n Chi cago, t hat  over  

400 evacuees had f ound g housi ng i n t hat  di s t r i c t , scat t er ed 

over  sever al  squar e mi l es, i ndi vi dual  exper i ences, al l  fav-

or abl e, of  r el oc t̂ ees i n t hat  di st r i ct  wer e t ol d t o her . She 

was not  v i s i bl y i mpr essed« 

She sai d: 

"Gee, i t ' s sur e har d t o ¿jet  t hi ngs r i ght  out  her e. 

�Vhy does the st r ess r el ocat i on so much i n t he camps whan 
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t hey know i t  *s t hi s hard on the out si de? I M r at her  be 

back i n camp r i ght  now. I f  I  don't  f i nd an apar t ment , I 'm 

goi ng bade." 

Tazuko has al so not  f ound ever yt hi ng to her  l i kes 

and expect at i ons i n her  r el at i ons wi t h her  roommate, she 

i nt i mat ed. Thi s may have somet hi ng t o do wi t h ei t her  her  

r est l essness or  her  desi r e t o move out  of  the nei ghbor hood, 

though her  movi ng pl ans seem to be based on i ncl udi ng her  

roommate t oo. She sai d: 

"You know, my roommate, she i s a ver y f i ne per son, 

I  di dn't  know her  bef or e coming t o Chi cago. She i s f r om the 

nor t hwest  and never  had much t o do wi t h J apanese peopl e. She 

don't  l i ke t hem. She don't  want  them ar ound. How, me, I 'm 

J apanese and 1 don't  hat e them f̂ t er  al l , I 'm one t oo." 

She smi l ed a l i t t l e f or l or nl y, 

Tazuko was encour aged t o f ol l ow up on sever al  housi ng 

l eads pr evi ousl y suggest ed; she was advi sed to go over  t o see 

Mr , Ol son t hat  same af t er noon and t ol d t hat  i f  she f ound no 

sat i sf act i on nor  success, t o come back and have a member  of  

the of f i ce s t af f  of  t he f r i ends go wi t h her  per sonal l y on her  

house- hunt i ng. 

She sai d as she l ef t s 

"Thanks a l ot  anyway f or  your  hel p. I  s t i l l  f eel  

l i ke goi ng back t o camp. I ' l l  be back t o see you. Thanks." 

* * * 

8/26/43 
Thi s i s a cl oudy, st oi my day. i t  has been r ai ni ng 



CH -  217 (15) 

hard al l  day, al most  wi t hout  l et - up. I t  i s one of  t hose 

days on whi ch evacuees f i nd i t  hard t o keep t hei r  appoi nt -

ments ; i t  's har d t o get  ar ound for  t he newcomer* Cur r ent l y 

Chi cago 's wor st  i nf ant i l e par al ysi s epi demi c 4n i t s hi st or y 

(t he newspaper s have been f r ont - pagi ng i t , l at est vr epor t  

t oday bei ng t hat  276 cases si nce J ul y 1, wi t h 23 deat hs and 

54 new suspect ed cases yest er day headl i ned). 

Tazuko cal l ed by t el ephone t hi s af t er noon. 

3he sai d: 

"Hel l o, I 'm sor r y t o bot her  you agai n. I  f eel  awf ul . 

Worse t hi mever . No I 'm s t i l l  at  t hi s apar tment  on sout h 

¿l ackst one � I 'm s t i l l  l ooki ng f br  anot her  apar t ment . 1 al so 

need a j ob«" 

r tHave you had any l uck i n t̂ t i ng your  apar t ment ?" 

"No. I  went  t o l i ke you sai d and Mr . Ol son 

gave me a whol e l ot  of  l eads. I  di dn't  f eel  l i ke goi ng so 

I  been home#" 

"Have you f ol i cked up on any of  t hem." 

"No. 1 been st ayi ng i n my apar tment  al l  day l ong. 

Don't  f eel  l i ke goi ng out  at  a l l . 1 need a j ob t oo. 1 t hought  

I  had one on the ni ght  shi f t  at  a f act or y. But  gee, t hi s ho us e-

hunt i i i g has kept  roe 30 busy 1 don't  know what  t o do. .not her  

gi r l  got  the j ob so 1 don't  have any mor e. Do you have any 

j ob l eads? 1 got  to go to work pr et t y soon. 1 can't  af f cr d 

i t  because I 'm Ooi ng i n the r ed." 

"We have a j ob l ead for  l i ght  t abl e work at  t he Edv&n 

xi l l en Company;t hat 's a bi nder y." 
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nUy gi r l  f r i end wor ks t her e» The pay i sn't so good* 

2o you have any of f i ce wor k?" 

"Ther e ar e two or  t hr ee l eads f or  whi ch you xaii ĥt  

qual i f y. Come down t hi s af t er noon, and we ' l l  see how you can 

be hel ped." 

" I  don't  f eel  l i ke i t  t oday. Can I  come down tomor row. 

"Tes, you do t hat , we »11 be expect i ng you." 

Tazuico wi l l  pr obabl y be i n on 8/27/43. 

(To be cont i nued) 
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Thi s i s an account  of  an evacuee's 
ver si on of  her  "gr eat est  probl em" i n 
Chi cago si nce her  r el ocat i on. No 
at tempt  t o do a case hi st or y was made 
at  t he f i r st  i nt er vi ew f or  reasons t hat  
�wi l l  be obvi ous. Thi s evacuee cal l ed 
i , t he i nt er vi ewer 's home, l at e one 
eveni ng, aski ng f or  "advi ce". The i n-
t er vi ewer  had never  met  her  bef or e, 
and t he cal l , made wi t hout  previ ous 
appoi nt ment , was unexpect ed. She be-
gan t husl y: 

"My name i s Car ol  Ando (psuedonym). I  l i ve here i n 

t he sout hsi de nei ghbor hood, on t he 5700 bl ock on Dor chest er . I  am i n 

t he same apartment  wi t h t hr ee grand per sons, al l  of  them soci al  wor ker s. 

I 've been i n Chi cago si nce J anuar y. I  r el ocat ed here from t he Tul e Lake 

Cent er ; you see my f ami l y was among the ver y ver y f i r st  t o be r eset t l ed 

out si de of  camp. My par ent s ar e now l i vi ng i n Montana. I  have a br ot her  

i n t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my. Al l  of  my r el at i ves ar e now out si de of  r el o-

cat i on cent er  l i f e. 

"I  ar r i ved i n Chi cago i n J anuar y and got  a j ob worki ng 

i n t he I nt er nat i onal  House of  t he Uni ver si t y her e, i n t he mess hal l  as 

a t abl e gi r l . I n t he meant ime I 've al so been at t endi ng the Vogue School  

of  Desi gn downtown i n t he l oop. 

"Ever yt hi ng has been goi ng al ong ver y wel l  unt i l  j ust  

r ecent l y. I  have l i ked Chi cago and al l  t he peopl e I  met . The work was 

al l  r i ght  wi t h me unt i l  on September  2 I  was di schar ged. I  coul dn't  un-

der st and i t  at  f i r s t  because my immediate super i or , a v.oman who has been 

soe good and ki nd t o me, t ol d me t hat  t he super vi sor  and the commanding 

of f i cer  of  t he Army had r ecei ved order s t hat  I  must  be r el eased. Of  

cour se, I  asked why. They t ol d me t hr ee r easons, cl ai mi ng t hat  son* man 
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f rom S- 2, I  don't  know what  t hat  i s , had cal l ed at  t he I nt er nat i onal  

House and sai d t hat  Washi ngt on had ordered my di smi ssal . The reasons 

gi ven were t hat  I  had been empl oyed by t he J apanese Consul at e befor e 

war , that  I  was a dual  c i t i zen, and t hat  my parents had t r i ed to con-

ceal  my employment  at  t he Consul at e, Nov?, i f  I  had been emploj êd by 

t he Consul , t her e woul d be something t o such char ges, but  i t  i s absol u-

t el y f al se. I  have never  been i nsi de a Consul at e; when I  went  to San 

Fr anci sco f or  t he ./or l d's Fai r , I  was i n t he J apanese Pavi l i on once 

but  t hat  i s as cl ose as I  have ever  been t o t he Consul at e. I  am al so 

not  a dual  c i t i zen. Of  cour se, I  di d make a vi s i t  t o J apan, i t  l ast ed 

f or  about  18 months; I  r et ur ned j ust  befor e war  broke out ; but  I  had 

some di f f i cul t y i n making t r avel  ar rangements because I  am not  a dual  

c i t i zen, I  am onl y a ci t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es. As f or  my par ent s 

"t rying t o conceal  my wher eabout s, that  i s s i l l y and absur d. I  was i n 

Los Angel es at t endi ng school  at  one t i me and away from our  home i n Hood 

Ri ver , Or egon. 

"When I  r eal i zed t hat  t he charges bei ng made agai nst  

me were not  a crude j oke of  some ki nd, I  di dn't  know what  t o say. I t  

al l  sounds so myster i ous and exci t i ng, me bei ng some ki nd of  a spy. My 

Immediate super i or  i s a woman who has shown great  ki ndness t o me. She 

even of f er ed t o pay my way through school , she has been ver y sat i sf i ed 

wi t h my wor k; and she has r efused r i ght  al ong to bel i eve t hese accusa-

t i ons. She went  wi t h me t o see t he Maj or  who i s commanding of f i cer  of  

t he Army sol di er s who st ay at  t he I nt onat i on- 1 House; md - e al so met  

wi t h t he super vi sor  of  t he House. The Maj or  sai d t hat  he was onl y act -

i ng on orders t hat  had come down from Washi ngton and there wasn't  anyt hi ng 

he 
t hat  £ coul d do about  i t . The super vi sor  sai d t hat  i t  was the r esul t  of  
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a vi s i t  f r om some of f i c i al  who had come and sai d I  must  be r el eased. 

My immediate super i or  f el t  so bad she even cr i ed. 

"I  asked i f  t her e were anyt hi ng i n wr i t i ng from Washi ng-

t on accusi ng me of  al l  t hese t hi ngs because I  knew t hey were f al se and 

not  t r ue. They sai d no, I  asked my immediate super i or  i f  she t r ust ed 

and bel i eved me, and she sai d she di d and. «anted me t o come back t o wor k. 

Of  cour se, I  have been of f i c i al l y di schar ged si nce September  2 but  I  am 

s t i l l  on t he payr ol l , I  f eel  I  ought  to get  t he j ob back as t he best  and 

qui ckest  way of  showi ng that  t he whol e t hi ngs i s a fal sehood and t he charges 

ar e not hi ng more t han rumors. 

"The Maj or  at  t he I nt er nat i onal  House has been ver y 

under st andi ng and sympathet i c t oo. He says t hat  he woul d be gl ad t o gi ve 

me l et t er s of  r efer ence and recommendat ion f or  any other  j ob t hat  I  might  

l ook f or ; t he super vi sor  has been good t oo, I  j ust  can't  under st and i t , 

because i t  seems t o me t hat  ever yt hi ng about  my di smi ssal  has been done 

on hear say, 

"I  went  r i ght  away t o t he F ,B, I , of f i ce here i n Chi cago, 

The agent  was ver y ki nd t o me and spent  about  two hours t r yi ng t o l ook up 

t he r ecor ds whi ch woul d bear  on my di smi ssal . He coul dn't  f i nd i t  at  al l . 

The F .B. I , di dn't  know anyt hi ng about  i t . The agent  t hen cal l ed the Army 

i nt el l i gence of f i ce of  t he 3i xt h Ser vi ce Command f or  me. Thi s i s G- 2. I  

t hi nk when t hey sai d 3- 2 t o me, i t  ..as he ant  t o be G- 2. I  went  t hi s af t er -

noon t o see Ma.ior  Mi ddel st ed of  G- 2 and he was al so ver y good t o me. He 

l ooked i nt o t he mat ter  but  came out  wi t h t he same answer  as t he F .B. I , They 

had no record of  any such or der  f or  my di smi ssal . They di dn't  know any-

t hi ng about  i t . Tomorrow I  am goi ng t o t el l  t hat  t o t he Maj or  at  t he 
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I nt er nat i onal  House. 

"You see, I  am t er r i bl y upset  about  t hi s . I t  has shocked 

me to t hi nk t hat  my r eput at i on has been so damaged. Of  al l  t hi ngs, t hi s 

shoul d happen t o me. Now i f  I  Were a Ki bei , t hat  woul d be di f f er ent . 

But  I  have never  had any J apanese educat i on. Never  has t her e been any 

quest i on at  al l  up to t hi s t i me about  me. My br ot her  i s i n t he Amy ; he 

was i n l ong befor e t he war  broke out . My parent s were among the f i r st  

peopl e t o be cl ear ed t o r et ur n t o out si de l i vi ng from a r el ocat i on camp. 

I  have been so upset  about  al l  t hi s t hat  I  even qmit  school . I  want  t o 

get  t o t he bottom of  t hi s and r i ght  away. 

"I  went  t o t he V.R.A. of f i ce t oday t oo. Mr . Shi r r el l  

was away from t he ci t y but  t hey sai d he woul d be back tomorrow. I  was 

t ol d t hat  t hey coul d f i nd out  f or  me whether  t hi s has been an of f i c i al  

order  from Washi ngt on. That  i s , t hey coul d est abl i sh t he f act  t hat  such 

charges act ual l y have been made agai nst  me Ln my di smi ssal . You see, other -

wi se, ever yt hi ng to date i s r eal l y onl y hear say. Ther e i s no evi dence at  

al l  t hat  such accusat i ons have come down from Washi ngt on, or der i ng my di s-

mi ssal  except  t he word of  t he super vi sor  who t ol d t he maj or  who t ol d my 

immediate super i or . I  don't  know i f  t hat  i s exact l y t he procedure by whi ch 

the or der  came t hr ough. 

"The Army peopl e I  have seen about  t hi s mat ter  al l  have 

t ol d me t hat  a c i vi l i an agency can't  do anyt hi ng i n cases l i ke t hi s so I  

shoul d not  t r y t o get  r epr esent at i on. The =/.R.A. f eel s the same way but  

t hey ar e wi l l i ng t o f i nd out  f or  me t hat  much�whether  i t  i s r eal l y an of f -

i c i al  order  from Washi ngt on. I f  i t  i s , htne I  must  make every ef f or t  at  

once to cl ear  mysel f . I  know Mr . Shi r r el l , so I  pl an to see hi m about  

i t  tomor row. The W.R.A. peopl e say t hat  two or  t hr ee other  evacuees have 

had al uost  si mi l ar  exper i ences where t hey have been accused of  bei ng t hi s 
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and bei n? t hat ; none of  the accusat i ons were t r ue, i nvest i gat i on pr oved. 

"Maj or  Mi ddel st ed at  G- 2 was ver y hel pf ul  and gave me 

good advi ce. I  am goi ng t o wr i t e t o the I ndust r i al  Rel at i ons Board 

i n Washi ngt on, D.C. and ask why t hey have di smi ssed me from my j ob; 

t hi s wi l l  t hen deci de whether  or  not  t he charges I  have heard agai nst  

me ar e r eal l y t he r eason f or  my di smi ssal . Do you t hi nk I  si oul d wr i t e 

such a l et t er , and i f  so, what  shoul d I  wr i t e i n i t ?" 

Car ol  Ando i s a young l ady of  st r i ki ng appearance and 

per sonal i t y. She i s undoubt edl y pr et t y; she has f ai r  compl exi on, regu-

l ar  f eat ur es, at t r act i ve make- up. Her  wear i ng appar el  i s seni or  col l egi at e. 

She i s about  f i ve f eet  one i nch i n hei ght , wei ghs around 105 pounds. 

Her  hai r  dress i s smar t . She car r i es her sel f  wi t h r eassur i ng poi se and 

gr ace. Her  l egs, whi ch coul d be sl i ght l y st r ai ght er , ar e the l east  

f l at t er i ng par t  of  her  pr esence. But  she dr esses wel l  and neat l y. 

She speaks Engl i sh wi t h no t r ace of  t he accent  pecul i ar  t o t he Ni sei ; 

her  di ct i on i s al most  per f ect ; her  voi ce i s cl ear  and pl easant . She 

has f i ne whi t e t eet h and j et  bl ack hai r . She smi l es easi l y and i s 

a f ai r l y i nt er est i ng conver sat i onal i st . She has, i n t he par l ance of  

t he ver nacul ar , oomph. She apper r s t o be i nt el l i gent , al er t , and 

capabl e. These at t r i but es t end t o make her  vul ner abl e to t he accusat i ons 

whi ch have been t r oubl i ng her . 

For  a Ni sei  born i n Hood Ri ver , Or egon, of  I ssei  par ent s, 

Car ol  has remarkabl y f ew Or i ent al  t r ai t s . I n appearance she coul d pass 

al most  f or  French or  Spani sh. Her  eyes ar e l ar ge, her  nose hi gh and 

st r ai ght . Her  manners ar e di st i nct l y Amer i can. I f  she speaks any J apanese 

at  al l , she di d not  show i t  dur i ng the i nt er vi ew l ast i ng over  two and a 
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hal f  hour s. Consi der i ng t he subj ect  of  conver sat i on, wi th r epeat ed 

r efer ences t o accusat i ons i mpl yi ng her  J apanese cont act s, t hi s unconsci ous 

abst i nence from t he use of  some J apanese words or  phr ases was, i n t he 

i nt er vi ewer 's opi ni on, unusual . I t  - was i ndi cat i ve of  t he gi r l 's 

compl etel y Amer i can educat i onal  backgr ound, i t  seemed. I t  di d not  

appear  del i ber at e. Car ol  Ando si mpl y does not  mi x J apanese terms and 

words i nt o her  Engl i sh conver sat i on. 

The nature of  t he i nt er vi ew di d not  permi t  ext ensi ve 

quest i oni ng. The gi r l  was seemi ngl y di st ur bed about  t he mat ter  and wanted 

advi ce on how "t o go about  cl ear i ng my name." 

I  woul d j udge her  ace t o be around 21; t hi s i s onl y a 

guess. She was asked, af t er  her  account  of  her  di smi ssal : 

"Have you had any f r i ct i on or  unf r i endl y encounters 

wi t h any body at  t he I nt er nat i onal  House?" 

Her  answer  was spont aneous, conf i rmed wi t h expr essi ve 

gest ur es of  her  hands and f ace: 

"Why, no, absol ut el y none at  al l . Ther e i sn't  a soul  

who woul d t hi nk of  doi ng such a t hi n? t o me. They've al l  been so ~ood 

and f r i endl y." 

"You've been di smi ssed, you'r e sure of  t hat ?" 

"Oh, yes, si nce September  2. " 

"Then you'r e no l onger  bei ng pai d?" 

"No, I 'm s t i l l  get t i ng pai d; but  I  suppose pr et t y soon 

t hat  wi l l  st op t oo." 

"From - ¿hat  you say, one woul d gat her  t hat  you've been 

di schar ged on the basi s of  hear say and rumor . Ther e i s no of f i c i al  paper  

or  document  f rom t hi s so- cal l ed Washi ngt on of f i ce whi ch for mal l y st at es 
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t hat  you ar e accused of  t hese char ges. I s t hat  r i ght ?" 

"Yes, t hat 's cor r ect . You know I  am i nt er est ed i n 

get t i ng t hi s st r ai ght ened out  and my name cl ear ednot  onl y f or  mysel f  al one 

but  because t her e ar e over  a dozen other  peopl e worki ng t her e who coul d 

have the same t hi ng happen to t hem. Some of  t he empl oyees t her e ar e 

f i r st  gener at i on ol der  peopl e; t he other s ar e ci t i zens. You see I  was 

worki ng t her e i n J anuar y, and t hat  was even befor e the Army came i n and 

t ook over . At  t hat  t i me, i t  was necessar y f or  al l  of  us who were al -

r eady empl oyed t o f i l l  out  cer t ai n forms and a check- up was made. Now 

t hat  meant  t hat  we were al l  more or  l ess cer t i f i ed by t he Array. I f  I  

can be di schar ged i n t hi s manner , wi t hout  any more expl anat i on than t hi s , 

t hen the same t hi ng can happen to any of  t heot her s. I  t hi nk t hi s con-

cerns more t han j ust  me." 

Car ol  was asked i f  she was i n any gr eat  need f or  another  

j ob. She r epl i ed: 

" I ' l l  need another  j ob, yes. But  i t 's more important  

f or  me t o get  t hi s t hi ng cl ear ed up about  my name. I  don't  want  suspi ci on 

l i ke t hi s on my r ecor d. They say i t 's on the r ecords i n Washi ngt on." 

"You ar e i nt er est ed pr i mar i l y i n what  you say ' cl ear i ng 

your  name?" 

"Why yes, cer t ai nl y. Nothi ng l i ke t hi s has ever  happened 

t o me bef or e." 

"But  where ar e you goi ng t o cl ear  your  name?" 

"I n Washi ngt on." 

"But  you have not hi ng t o show t hat  your  name i s not  

al r eady cl ear  i n Washi ngt on." 

"That 's r i ght ; but  t he V;.R.A. i s goi ng t o f i nd out  i f  
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i t  i s n't , f or  me." 

"I sn't  t hat  l ooki ng f or  t r oubl e?" 

"No. I 've been f i r ed because t hey accuse me of  havi ng 

been empl oyed by t he J apanese government ." 

"That  accusat i on so f ar  i s onl j r  hear say; not hi ng i s 

down i n wr i t i ng. Woul dn't  i t  be advi sabl e f or  you to cl ear  wi t h t he l ocal  

peopl e and def i ni t el y est abl i sh t hat  accusat i on, i f  i t  i s t r ue t hat  even 

Washi ngt on made i t , was the r eason f or  your  di smi ssal ?" 

The conver sat i on seemed t o be confusi ng Car ol . She 

f el t , however , that  t he steps she had t aken wer ej ust i f i ed and she shoul d 

go ahead. Her  pr i mary concer n, she r epeat ed, was "t o cl ear  my name." 

She was asked: 

"How many peopl e know about  t hese accusat i ons?" 

"My i mmedi ate super i or , t he Maj or  and the super vi sor ; but  

I  t hi nk t hey'r e al l eady begi nni ng to t al k about  me i n t hat  way." 

"Who do you mean by t hey?" 

"Some of  t he sol di er s I  t hi nk." 

"Ver y many?" 

"Ho, I  t hi nk onl y a coupl e, maybe not  even t hat  many." 

"You say your  immediate super i or , t he Maj or  and t he super-

vi sor  bel i eve you and don't  bel i eve t he accusat i ons but  f eel  compel l ed not  

t o quest i on anyt hi ng coming from above?" 

"Yes, t hat 's r i ght ." 

"Then, 3̂ our  name i s cl ear  as f ar  as t hey ar e concerned?" 

"Oh. yes, t hey bel i eve i n me." 

"Then wi t h whom do you have t o cl ear  your  name?" 
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"Washi ngt on." 

"But  you'r e not  sure of  t hat , are you?" 

"Not  yet , no." 

"Then i t  i s possi bl e you ar e making a mountai n out  of  

a mol e hi l l ?" 

"Wel l , I  can't  possi bl y t hi nk who coul d be making 

such accusat i ons agai nst  me except  j ust  one person back home. He 

was t he ki nd of  per son i n our  home t o n (hood Ri ver , Or egon) t hat  no-

body t ook ser i ousl y anyway . He woul d have a r eason.f or  spreadi ng any 

such mal i ci ous l i es and rumors anyway; he wanted t o buy something - which 

our  f ami l y r efused t o sel l  hi m. He's t he onl y one. Do you t hi nk I  

shoul d expose hi m?" 

"Why? You don't  know f or  a f act  t hat  he i s r esponsi bl e, 

do you?" 

"No, I  don't . I  guess I  woul d be doi ng exact l y what  

seems t o be happeni ng t o me." 

Car ol  has deci ded i n her  mi nd, more or  l ess , t hat  she 

Wi l l  f ol l ow through wi t h her  l et t er  t o t he Board i n Washi ngt on t o appeal  

her  di smi ssal ; she i s keepi ng i n cl ose contact  wi t h her  immediate, super i or  

at  t he I nt er nat i onal  House and t he Maj or ; she i s enl i st i ng t he ai d of  t he 

"w.PUA. She vdl l  do ever yt hi ng t o cl ear  her  name, she says. She l ef t  

wi t h a few words of  t hanks, sayi ng, " I ' l l  pr obabl y be back agai n t o l et  

you know how I  come out . Thanks ever  so much»" 


