Tanaka 8/26/43

Tazuko Fukami is 21, single,
out on relocation from Gila River alone,
originally from Central California. She
was bora in Kingsburg, Calif. Her family
is still at Gila. (Tazuko Fukemi is a
pseudonym) «

12
The first interview with Tazuko took place 8/8a/43.

two
Tazuko had been in Chicago $hzee weeks then. Invited lay the

Arethren hostel, she arrived here, she says, with high hopes
of "getting a good office job" and enjoying her freedom on the

outside.

On the day of the first interview, 8/12/43, she was
in an extremely depressed mood. She walked into the office,
sat down. One could easily see that she was tense, unrelaxed,
apparently worried.

Tazuko is five feet 3% inches tall; she weighs 118
pounds; she has small regular features. Her makeup was in=-
expertly applied on this date, a conspicuous splotch of pow=
der on her left cheek; but she could be called fairly attracte
ive perhaps under less strained circumstances., She fidgeted
around considerably on this day; she seemed incapable of express=
ing what apparently was on her mind.

| Her English has noticeable traces of speech peculiar-
ities common to Nisei from Japanese commnities. "Th" becomes
"d", there is a tendency to slur over syllables and to include
an occasional Nihongo (Japanese language) expression such as
"neh?" (huh? n'est-ce pas?).

Tazuko attended the Clay elementary school in Kings=
burg, later graduated Kingsbur high school and completed 23
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| years in a commerce course at Reedley (Calif.) Junior Colle

e@. At school, she held a National Youth Administration job
as office worker from 1840 up to the time of evacuation.

Her extra-curricular activities seem to have been centered
around the Buddhist church of which she 1s a member. She was
active 1in the Kingsburg Y.W.B.A. (Young Women's Buddhist Asso-
clation). She was also in the Japanese American Citizens Leagie
chepter. She listed several Caucasian references in her app=-
lication for relocation.

At the Glila River camp she worked as a stenographer
in the office of the commnity enterprises.

Apparently, Tazuko came to Chicago with some confi-
dence in her ability to land a good job. Her expectations
were high. During the two weeks between her arrival and the
time she called at our office for her firast interview with us,
that confidence had fled. She found it a little difficult to
know where to begin. She had to be made to feel at ease and
gradually questioned. How did she like Chic;go? Térrible.
Did she miss her family? Certainly. Had people been friendly
to her? She didn't know. The conversation went as follows: |

"Have you been here very long?"

"Iwo weeks."

"How do you like Chicago?"

"l don' like it at all,"

"Where are jou staying?"

" "hrethern (stet.) hostel. The Brethern want us to
éet out quick to mke room for other people. I've had to walk
around all this morning to look for an apartment. Gee, it's
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"Have you had any luck house-hunting?"

"Yeah, me and my girl friend, I think we found a
place. It's on the southside in a good neighborhood near the
University of Chicago.”

"You have that problem solved then, don't you?"
"I don't know. But I sure don't like Chicago."

"Is there anything in particular that you don't

"Oh, I don' know. I Jjust don't like it. It's so

"Have you written to the folks bacic home?"
"Oh, yes."

"Hlave you heard from them?"
"Yes."

"Are you happy to be out of camp?"
"I don' know."

"You're homesick at times?"

"Sure am."

"You've been job-hunting?"
"Yeah."

"Any luck?"

"No. I'e had to go house-hunting. This takes

up time. They're kicking us out of the hostel."

"You don't mean you're being ki.eked out=--actually."
"Oh, no I guess not. But I've got to get out and
make room for others. This morning I found an apartment. It's

on south Blackstone.™
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Tazuko related that she had been to half a dozen
places to seek her stenographer's job. The WeReA. had given
her one lead. She didn'" get the job; someone else had been
there rirst. She called back at the W.R.A. office, she said,
but was told that she was on her own now. "Gee, they didn 't'
help me mich after that," She then looked in the newspaper
want ads. 3She saild she felt "there are plenty of jobs in the
elty. I thought it would be pretty easy to get a job with so
Many went ads in the newspaper. But Some places just let me
fill out an application blank and said to me *we'll call you.'
Well, none of them did."

One of her friends whom she met at the Brethren hog=

tel told her about a job opening at the Goldman Company near

the loop. That was last Thursday. She related her exerience:
" "Harry Goldman is the boss at this place. It's on

South Jefferson. He was nice and everything when he interviewed
me. He told me I was Okay and could I come to work the next day,
I said no not until next Monday. I didn't tell him but I wanted
to be sure and be settled in an apartment and knew I would have
%0 look around. It looked like a good job. Pay was $27.50 a
week. So I went back to the hostel and told everybody I had a
Job and I was going to work on Monday. I felt good. Then on
Friday, that's the next day, he calls up and sags he doesn't want
me. He says Japanese girls are not dependable. He says he's fed
up with them, that I better look for another one. So I am where
I started. 4 friend told me about the Friends office, so I came

up here.”
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 Tazuko's account of her experiences with the Goldman

Company was checked. It was Tfound to be substantially correct.
Harry Goldman is head of a garment business. He has a small off=
ice staff of four persons. He is a merchant who has been keen=-
ly interested in helping the evacuees and was among the first

to employ a Hisei girl as a secretary last April. He 1s a man
of liberel ideas with a soctal conscience and has a record of
enploying persons who, because of their race, face discrimina-
tion. He has a Negro girl with whom he says he is highly sat-
isfied. His first evacuee secretary was also a girl whose ab=
ility he commended. However, she left him in July to return

to Denver, Colorado, to Join her family. This left Mr. Gold-
man shortnanded, apparently, at a time when he wasg sorely pressed
for help. While this nisei girl's work was satisfactory, she
took cert‘ahl liberties, such as taking a day off without ade-
quate notice, and finally she left him, without sufficient ade
vance notice. Mr. Goldman's subsequent experiences with evacuee
epplicants have been oy the unhappy side. His patience evi-
dently had been tried o‘nce too often. One young lady (a Nisei)
made an appointzent with him. She never showed up. Another
showed up, was interviewed, found satisfactory, said she would
come to work the next day. He never heard from her agaln; still
another took the job but phoged up a day after she was due to
report for work, to tell him that she had, in the interinm,

found another better-paying position. In desperation, Mr.
Goldman concluded, "they shop around too much; I can't walt."

7 Theh one day, Tazuko showed up. He interviewed her and was
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asked 1f she could come to work "tomorrow™. She said no, ‘but.

she could come next Monday. Hdr manners falled to overcome
. the feellng of skepticism that had grown in his mind regard-
ing evacuee applicants. "How do I know she won't be like the
rest and not show up at all?"™ he kept asking himself after she
had left. Tazuko is not outspoken and direct; she tends to
be indirect. This feeling grew in Mr, Coldman's mind and was
8till percolating in his thoughts when another applicant, a
Caucasian young woman, walked into his office and asked about
the job. He asked her if she could go to work right away; she
said yes. Mr. Goldmen right then and there decided to hire
her. He called Tazuko at the hostel and told her that the job
had been taken. He felt he had done Tazuko an injustice but
felt too that his experiences of the previous weeks had more or
less warranted his action.

Tazuko was chagrined and puzzled. This seems to have
been the beginning of a series of hard ludc encounters.

She says she was about to start out job-hunting again
when she was told that she must move out of the hostel as soon
as possible.

"Gee, L'm tired; wish 1 could forget the whole thing,"
she said.

A Job lead was found for her at the moment with the
U.S. Chain Company.

She said she wasn't interested.

"I'm just tired out. Too much house-hunting," she

said, drawing her mouth tight in a nervous gesture. "I think
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I'1l go home and rest. Thank you just the same."
- S TN
Word reached us indirectly several days later that
Tazuko had found a job and was golng to go to work at Cuneo

Press in the office as a secretary.

L g x #

On 8/21/43 Tazuko telephoned. She saild:

"I've been working at Cuneo Press. The Job is all

right, I mean the pay is okay and things seem all right, but
1l really don't like this job at all."

"What's the matter with 147" she was asked.

"] don'™ like the surroundings. I want a job down=
town in the loop. Can you help me find another one?" -

"How much are you earning now?"

"] get 25 dollars a week. It's a five day week."

"That 's a pretty fair job. Is there anything in
particular about it you don't like? I mean is there something
that can be remedied?”

"This place. It's on Cermek Road near Chinatown.
I don't like it.,"

"You don't like Chinatown?"

"No. L mean L don' like this distriect. 1t's so
dirty and kinda away from downtown." :

"Are the people you work with unfériendly at all?"®

"No. 1 don't think so. There are other Japanese
girls working here."

"Do you know them?"

" %
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"How 's your boss?"™

"Oh, he's all right, L mean 1 gﬁeas he's a fussy old
man, No he's not so nice,"

"Don't you like him?"

"I don't know."

"Is your work satisfactory to him,"

"Yeah, 1 think so, sure."

"What kind of work has been assigned to you?"

"l take dictation. 1 type and uo generaloffice work."

"Don *t you enjoy doihg this Kind of work?"

"Uh huh, but I don' like this job. It's no good for me.
I wanna change. This district isn't very good. It takes me an
hour to get to work on a street car. I have to be here at 8:30.
I get up at 6 o'clock."

"Are you sure it's your job that's the problem and not
something elsei"

"Oh yese I don' like this job."

"What do you do on your day of £7v

"I haven't had any yet. I haven't worked long enough."

"Have }ou had any recreation at all?"

"Oh sure, that parts okay. I get around and out enough.
It's the job." |

"Are you certain you'd be happier in another job and not
be bothered by the same feeling of unrest?"

"Yes, I'm sure I need a difrerantrjob."

"You're not homesick for camp, are you?"

A"!ba, I'n very homesick for my'fami;y.. I have to admit

that.” |

£
: (.
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"Don't you think that you ought to give yourself
a little longer trial on this job? You might find out
that you like it vei'y much.".

"No. I think I should_ quit.”

"How long have you been workingthere at Cuneo?"

"Three days. I know it's not very long, but it's
long enough to know you don't like & place."

"There might be the chance you'll change your mind.
Besides, it isn' fair to your employer for you to w quit :
in so short a time. Will you give it a 1little longer try?"

"Yes, I suppose 1 will, but will you bé able to help

me get another job? 1I'll be there on Saturday."

8/23/43

Tazuko's next interview was on 8/23/43. She came
into the office wearing a gay red sweater with a large "K"
(epparently an athletic award from Kingsburg High School).
Her apparel hardly fitted her mood. She was depressed, though
she made a visible effort to be friendlj and a little more
alert than on her first call. She kept looking down at the
floor. She was asked, by way of opening:

"How "s work?"

She replied: °

*1 quit 1it."

"Why? "

"Couldn 't stand it; beside tl:n pay wasn 't so good;

inde bad, as a matter of fact."

" But 'diﬁx; 't you say that the pay was one of the god

o
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things about that joh%?"

"The pay was $25 a week all right, but after they
took tﬁxes and everything, tliere was only about $22 left."

"That 's true of a job any place at that salary.

We have t0 pay taxes, you know."

"Yes; I know that; I guess I didn' figure on so
mich. 1 think it would be better if I got a better paying
Jobe™

"Are you goling to look for another ome now?"™

"Yes, this time I 'a going to get a factory Jjob.

I can earn more. Get time and a half for overtime. I'll
put in a lot of overtime."

"We might have a few leads here, though I am sure you
should first avail yourself of the leads at the United States
Employ:zént Service."

"But getting a Jjob isn't my real problem right now."

"What is it?"

"We potta move. Getting kicked out."

She look dismayed and swallowed rather hard. .

She was asked:

"You mean both you and your roommate? I thought you
Just moved into a nice apartment on south Blackstone?"

"Yeah. We've been there only a week. The landlady
was nice and all, especially to us, at first. But our neighbars
have been comp]aining to her and she says things like not have

ing any outsiders in to see us or come and visit. We had a

girl friend, just one girl, come and eat dinner with us, and
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the landlady told us not to do it anymore. A lot of little
things like that have bee: happening, and it's so unpleasant.
I don' wanna stay there anymore. The landlady says that the
neighbors. have even got a lawyer and he says he'll tell the
Fe5.0. about us. I don' wama have nuthin' to do with the
F.B.I. I went over to the W.i.A. this afternoon to ask for
housing leads and to tell them about this. Mr. Olson wasn 't
in, 80 they sent me over here. Do you have any housing leads?"

"We work under an arrangement 'w 11;& the WeRsA. whereby
we turn in all of the léads that four staff members go out and
socure to Mr. Olson; he is the clearing house for housing
leads. However, are you sure that you want to move out?
Won' it Dbe simpler if some effort 1s made to stralghten out
affairs with your nelighbors and the landlady?"

"Oh sure, but I wanna move. I don' wanna stay
there '
seke any longer at all.,”

"Do other evécuees llve there toof%"

"Oh yes, there ars several single fellows, some girls,
a married couple too. I think she's the only landlady around
there wekes- uwhere Japanese have been allowed to stay. 1 think‘
that's why she has been getting comolaints. It's a good neigh=-
borhood and & nice apartment. But me and my roommate we have
been trying to-get amother girl to come inwith us for a month now,
even before we found this apartment. We been to the hostels
and everything, but it's pretty hard to fihd a congenial girl

to come in with us. You know, everything has to be congenial,."”

"How,mueh rent do you pay?" : ]
"Fifty-five dollars a month. ZThat's why we need a third

Lt el T i Mk
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girl 2"
"What about the other Hisel in the saue apartment?"

"I don't know. HNobody does anything to help me. I

don't care about nobody else."

She looked a little sheepish after she finished
meking this statement, as if she -;iidn 't really mean it. She
had more or less blurted it out. ohe wap asked:

"Do you think it would do any good if we called in
the pastor of the Church in your neighborhood and asked him
to talk with your landlady and neighbors and have him explain
the situation so you will 'have better understanding? That
could help you and your roommate, you know,"

"But 1'm not a Christian."

"I'n sure that would meake no difference. He might
even assist you in finding another apartment in that neigh=
borhood, if you decided to move."

"But I don"™ want to .é,tay in that neighborhood. There's
too much race diserimination. Iwant to get away from there.”

Tazuko was told that this particular area she refened
to had been one of the most receptive in Chicago, that over
400 evacuees had found & housing in that district, scattered
over several square miles. lndividual experiences, all fave-
orable, of relocatees in that district were told to her. She
was not visibly impressed.

She said:

"Gee, it's sure hard to get things right out here_.
Why does the WsR.A. stress relocation so much in the camps when

-
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they know it's this hard on the outside? I'd rather be
back in camp right now. If I don' find an apartment, I'm

going back."

Tazuko has also not found everything to her likes
and expectations in her relations with her roommate, she
intimated. This may have something to do with either her
restlessness or her desire to move out of the neighborhood,
though her moving plans seem to be based on ineluding her
roommnate too. She said:

"You know, my roommate, she is a very fine person.

I didn't know her before coming to Chicago. She is from the
northwest and never had much to do with Japanese people. She
don't like them. She don't want them around. Now, me, I'm
Japanese and 1 don' hate them after all, I'm one t00."

She smiled a little forlornly.

Tazuko was encouraged to follow up on several housing
leads previously suggested; she was advised to go over to see
Mr, Olson that same afternoon and told that if she found no
satisfaction nor success, to come back and have a member of
the office staff of the Friends go with her personally on her
house-hunting,

She said as she left:

"Thanks a lot anyway for your help. I still feel
like going back to camp. I'll be back to see you. Thanks,"

# *® *

8/26/43

This is a cloudy, stomy day. 1t has been ﬁining
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bard all day, almost without let-up. It is one of those

days on which evacuees find it hard to keep their appoint-

ments; it's hard to get around for the newcomer. Currently
Chicago's worst infantile paralysis epidemic dn its history
(the newspapers have been front-paging it, latestvreport
today belng that 276 cases since July 1, with 23 deaths and
34 new suspected cases yesterday headlined).

Tazuko called by telephone this afternoon.

She said:

"Hello, I'm sorry to bother you again. I feel awful.
Worse thwnever, No L'm still at this apartment on south
Blackstone. L'm still looking for another apartment. L also
need a Jjob,"

"Have you had any luck in getting your apartment?"

' "No. I went t0 WeRea. like you sald and Mr. Olson
gave me a whole lot of leads. I didn't feel like going so
I been home."

"Have you followed up on any of them."

"Ho. 1 been staying in my apartment all day long.
Don't feel llke going out at all. I need a job too. 1 thought
I had one on the night shift at a factory. But gee, this hous e~
hunting has kept me so busy 1 don't know what to do. Another
girl got the Job so L don' have any more. Do you have any
Job leads? 1 got to go to work pretty soon. 1 can' affard
it because L' golng in‘t.he red."

"We have a job lead for light table work at the Edwin
allen Companyjthat's a bindery."
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"My glrl friend works there. The pay isu't so go0od.
Do ybu bave any of fice work?"

"There are two or three leads for which you might

qualify. Come down thils afternoon, and we'll see how you can

be h&lpﬁd ™

"I don' feel like it today. Can I come down tomorrow,"
"Yes, you do that, we'll be expecting you."
Tazuko will probably be in on 8/27/43,

(To be continued)
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This is an account of an evacuee's

version of her "greatest problem" in

Chicazo since her relocation. No

attempt to do a case history was made

at the first interview for reasons that

will be obvious., This evacuee called

& the interviewer's home, late one

evening, asking for "advice"., The in-

terviewer had never met her before,

and the call, made without previous

appointment, was unexpected, She be-

gan thusly:

"My name is Carol Ando (psuedonym). I live here in
the southside neighborhood, on the 5700 block on Dorchester, I am in
the same apartment with three grand persons, all of them social workers.
T've been in Chicaro since January. I relocated here from the Tule Lake
Center; you see my family was among the very very first to be resettled
outside of camp. My parents are now living in Montana. I have a brother
in the United States Army. All of my relatives are now outside of relo-
cation center life,

"I arrived in Chicago in January and got & job working
in the International House of the University here, in the mess hall as
a table girl., In the meantime I've also been attendine the Vague School
of Design downbtowm in the loop, 2

"Evervthing has been going along very well until just
recently, I have liked Chicago and all the people I met., The work was
2ll right with me until on September 2 1 was discharged, I couldn't un-

derstand it at first because my immediate superior, a woman who has been

soe good and kind to me, told me that the supervisor and the commanding

officer of the Army had received orders that I must be released, Of

course, I asked why. They told me three reasons, claiming that some man
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from S-2, I don't know what that is, had ecalled at the International
House and said that Washington had ordered my dismissal, The reasons
given were that I had been employed by the Japanese Consulate before
war, that I was a dual citizen, and that my parents had tried to con-
ceal my employment at the Consulate, Now, if I had been employed by
the Consul, there would be something to such charges, but it is absolu-
tely false. I have never been inside a Consulate; when I went to San
Francisco for the World's Fair, I was in the Japanese Pavilion once
but that is as close as I have ever been to the Consulate, I am also
not a dual citizen, Of course, I did make a visit to Japan, it lasted

for about 18 months; I returned just before war broke out; but I had

some difficulty in meking travel arrangements because I am not a dual

citizen, I am only a citizen of the United States. As for my parents
trying to conceal my whereabouts, that is silly and absurd, I was in
Los Angeles attending school at one time and away from our home in Hoed
River, Oregon.

"When I realized that the charges beinsz made against
me were not 2 crude joke of some kind, I didn't know what to say. It
all sounds so mysterious and exciting, me being some kind of a spy. My
immediate superior is a woman who has shown great kindness to me, She
even offered to pay my way through school, she has been very satisfied
with my work; and she has refused right alonz to believe these accusa-
tions, She went with me to see the Major who is commanding of ficer of
the Army soldiers vho stay at the Intenational House; 2nd we also met
with the supervisor of the House, The Mzjor said that he was only act-
inz on orders that had come down from Washington and there wasn't anything

he
that £ could do sbout it, The supervisor said that it was the result of
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a visit from some official who had come and said.I must be released,
My immediate superior felt so bad she even cried.

"] asked if there were anything in writing from Washing-
ton accusing me of all these things because I knew they were false and
not true, They said no, I asked my immediate superior if she trusted
and believed me, and she said she did and wanted me to come back to work,
Of course, I have been officially discharged since September 2 but I am
still on the payroll, I feel I ought to get the job back as the best and
guickest way of showing that the whole things is a falsehood and the charges
are nothing more than rumors,

"The Major at the_International House has been very
understandine and sympathetic too. He says that he would be glad to give
me letters of reference and recommendation for any other job that I might

look for; the supervisor has been zood too., I just can't understand it,

bhecause it seems to me that everything about my dismissal has been done

on hearsay,

"T went right awey to the F,B,I. office here in Chiéago.
The agent was very kind to me and spent about two hours trying to look up
the recqrds which would bear on my dismissal. He couldn't find it ak all,
The F,B,I1. didn't know anything about it, The agent then called the Army
intelligence office of the Sixth Service Command for me, This is G-2, 1
think vhen they said 5-2 to me, it was meant to be G-2, I went this after—
noon o see Major Middelsted of G-2 and he was also very good Lo me. He
looked into the matter but came out with the same answer as the F.,B.I. They
had no record of any such order for my dismissal, They didn't know any-

thing about it. Tomorrow I am going to tell that to the Major at the
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International House,

"You see, I am terribly upset about this, It has shoeked
me to think that my reputation has been so damaged, Of allthings, this
should happen to me, Now if I were a2 Kibei, that would be different,
But I have never had any Japanese education., Never has there been any
question at all up to this time about me, My brother is in the Army; he
was in long before the war broke out. My parents were among the first
people to be cleared to return to outside living from a relocation camp,
I have been so upset about all this that I even agiiit school. I want to
get to the bottom of this and right away,

"I went to the W,R,A, office today too. Mr, Shirrell
was away from the city but they said he would be back tomorrow, I was
told that they could find out for me whether this has been an official

order from Washington. That is, they could establish the fact that such

charges actually have been made against me tn my dismissal, You see, other-

wise, everything to date is really only hearsay, There is no evidence at
2ll that such accusations have come dovmn from Washington, ordering my dis-
missal except the word of the supervisor who told the major who told my
immediate superior., I don't know if that is exactly the procedure by which
the order came throuch,

"The Army people I have seen about this matter all have
told me that a civilian agency can't do anything in cases like this so I
should not try to get representation., The W.R.A. feels the same way but
they are willing to find out for me that much--whether it is really an off-
icial order from Washington, If it is, htne I must make every effort at

once to clear myself, I know Mr, Shirrell, so I plan to see him about

it tomorrow. The W.R.A. people say that two or three other evacuees have
had almost similar experiences where they have been accused of being this
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and beinz that; none of the accusations were true, investigation proved,
"Ifajor Middelsted at G-2 wasvery helpful and gave me

good advice. I am going to write to the Industrial Relations Board

in Washington, D,C. and ask why they have dismissed me from my jobj

this will then decide whether or not the charges I have heard against

me are really the reason for my dismissal, Do vou think I siould write

such a letter, and if so, what should I write in it

Carol Ando is a youne lady of striking appearance and
personality, She is undoubtedly pretty; she has fair complexion, regu-
lar features, attractive make-up, Her wearins apparel is senior collegiate,
She is about five feet one inch in height, weighs around 105 pounds.

Her hair dress is smart. She carries herself with reagsuring poise and
grace., Her legs, which could be slightly straighter, are the least
flattering part of her presence, But she dresses well and neatly,

She speaks English with no trace of the accent peculiar to the Nisei;

her diction is almost perfect; her voice is clear and pleasant, She

has fine white teeth and jet black heir, She smiles easily and is

& fairly interesting conversationalist. She has, in the parlance of

the vernacular, oomph, She apperrs to be intelligent, alert, and
capable, These attributes tend to make her vulnerable to the accusations
which have been troubling her,

For a Nisei born in Hood River, Oregon, of Issei parents,

Carol has remarkably few Oriental treits. In appearance she could pass

almost for French or Spanish. Her eyes are large, her nose high and
straight. Her manners are distinetly American., If she speaks any Japanese

at all, she did not show it during the interview lasting over two and a




CH - 218 (6)

half hours. Considering the subject of conversation, with repeated

references to accusations implying her Japanese contacts, this unconscious
abstinence from the use of some Japznese words or phrases was, in the
interviewer's opinion, unususl. It was indicative of the girl's
completely American educational background, it seemed, It did not

appear deliberate., Carol Ando simplv does not mix Japanese terms and
words into her English conversation.

The nature of the interview did not permit extensive
gaestioning., The girl was seemingly disturbed about the matter and wanted
advice on how "to go about clearing my name."

I would judge her age to be around 21; this is only a
guess. She was asked, after her account of her dismissal:

"Have you had any friction or unfriendly encounters
with any‘body at the International House?"

Her answer was spontaneous, confirmed with expressive
gestures of her hands and face:

"Why, no, absolutely none at all., There isn't a2 soul
who would think of doing such a thine to me. They've all been so good
and friendly."

"You've been dismissed, you're sure of that?!

"Oh, yes, since September 2,"

"Then you're no longer being paid?!

"No, I'm still getting paid; but I suppese preity soon
that will stop too."

"From what you say, one would gather that you've been
discharged on the basis of hearsay and rumor., There is no official paper

or document from this so-called Washington office which formally states
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that you are accused of these charges. Is that right?"

"Yes, thet's correct, You know I am interested in
getting this straizhtened out and my name clearednot only for myself alone
but because there are over a dozen other people working there who could
have the same thing happen to them, Some of the employees there are
first generation older people; the others are citizens, You see I was
working there in January, and that was even before the Army came in and
took over, At that time, it was necessary for all of us who were al-
ready employed to fill out certain forms and a check-up was made, Now

that meant that we were all more or less certified by the Army, If I

can be discharged in this manner, without any more explanationthan this,

then the same thing can‘happen to any of theothers. I think this con-
cerns more than just me,"

Carol was asked if she was in any great need for another
job. She replied:

"T111 need znother job, yes, But it's more important
for me to get this thing cleared up about my name, I don't want suspicion
like this on my record. Thev say it's on the records in Washington."

"You are interested primarily in what you say 'clearing
your name?!

"Why yes, certainly. Nothing like this has ever happened
to me befﬁre."

"But where are vou going to clear your name?"

"In Washington,"

"But you have nothing to show that your name is not
already clear in Washington."

"That's right; but the W.R.A. is going to find out if
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it isn't, for me,”

"Isn't that looking for trouble?!

"No. I've been fired because they accuse me of having
been employed by the Japanese government."

"That accusation so far is only hearsay; nothing is
down in writineg. Wouldn'!t it be advisable for you to clear with the loeal
people and definitely establish that accusation, if it is true that even

Washington mede it, was the reason for your dismissal?"

The conversation seemed to be confusing Carol. She

felt, however, that the steps she had taken werejustified and she should

go ahead, Her primary concern, she repeated, was "to clear my name,"

She was asked:

"How many people know about these accusations?!

"My immediate superior, the Major and the supervisor; but
I think they're alteady beginning to talk about me in that way."

"Who do you mean by they?"

"Some of the soldiers I think."

"Wery many?"

"No, I think only a couple, maybe not even that many."

"You say your immediate superior, the Major and the super-
visor believe you and don't believe the accusations but feel compelled not
to gquestion anything coming from above?!

”Yes; that's right."

"Then, your name is clear as far as they are concerned?"

"Oh, yes, they believe in me,"
"Then with whom do you have to clear your name?"




"fashington."

"But you're not sure of that, are you?"

tNot yet, no."

"Then it is possible vou are meking a mountain out of
a mole hill?"

"ell, I can't possibly think who could be making
such accusations against me except Jjust one person back home, He
was the kind of person in our home town (hood River, Oregon) that no-
body took seriously anyway . He would have a reason.for spreading any
such malicious lies and rumors anyway; he wanted to buy something which
our family refused to sell him, He's the only one. Do you think I
should expose him?"

"Why? TYou don't know for a fact that he is responsible,

do you?"

"No, I don't., I guess I would be doingz exactly what

seems to be happening to me,"

Carol has decided in her mind, more or 1eas; that she
will follow throush with her letter to the Board in Washington to appeal
her dismissa}; she is keeping in close contact with her immediate. superior
at the International House and the Major; she is endkisting the aid of the
WeReAs She will do everything to clear her name, she says, She left
with a few words of thanks, saying, "I'll probably be back again to let

you know how I come out. Thanks ever so much,"




