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J i m I . F ur i t a (pseudonym) wi l l  have 
been i n Chi cago exac t l y one mont h 
on J ul y 29. On t hat  day he hopes t o 
be enr out e "back t o Manzanar ." 

On t he day of  t he i nt er v i ew, J i m F ur i t a sai d he 

had been t r y i ng t o "get  up enough cour age" t o go back t o 

Manzanar  Rel ocat i on Cent er . He had s t r uggl ed wi t h hi msel f  

f o r  t he past  t hr ee weeks , f i r s t  dec i di ng t h i s way, t hen t hat  

way. When he cal l ed at  our  o f f i c e , he gave a l l  t he out war d 

s i gns of  a per son i n cons i der abl e ment al  d i s t r es s and under  

hi gh t ens i on and pr es s ur e. He had no r eal  pur pose i n h i s 

mi nd i n c al l i ng on t he Amer i can f i e n d s Ser v i c e Commi t t ee. 

He had j us t  wander ed, he put  i t , r at her  ai ml ess l y t o t he 

t ent h f l oo r  of  t he Sec ur i t y bui l di ng i n t he Chi cago l oop. 

Oh yes , he had been adv i sed t o c al l  on us by Kenj i  Nakane 

of  t he Uni t ed Mi ni s t r y f  or  Evacuees wi t h whom he had t al ked 

a f ew days pr ev i ous l y . J i m F ur i t a was cl am- mout hed at  f i r s t . 

He di d not  speak squar el y or  d i r ec t l y . He was evas i ve and 

vague. The i nt er v i ewer  coul d not  at  f i r s t  det er mi ne what  

J "im had i n mi nd i n c al l i ng on hi m. Af t er  a f u l l  hour  and a 

hal f  of  conver sat i on, car r i ed on wi t h some ef f o r t  by t he 

i nt er v i ewer , J i m f i na l l y vol unt eer ed t hi s s t at ement : 

" l  sur e must  be i n a neur ot i c s t at e of  mi nd. I ' v e 

f el t  r i ght  al ong 1 been get t i n 1 on ever yone's ner ves , dven 

my roommate shows i t . He don't  seem t o have so much use f or  

me hangi n' ar ound and mopi n' a l l  day . " 

J i m F ur i t a i s 22 year s o l d. He i s o f  s o l i d , 
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husky bui l d. He st ands f i ve f eet  s i x and a hal f  i nches i n 

hei ght  and wei ghs 170 pounds . Hi s f eat ur es ar e cl ean- cut  

and he i s l i ght  br own of  compl exi on; he coul d al most  pass 

f o r  an Amer i can I nd i an . He seems t o be i n good heal t h and 

gi ves one t he i mpr ess i on of  a young man wi t h st r ong back and 

good hands capabl e cf  put t i ng i n a good day ' s wor k at  s t i f f  

manual  l abo r . Despi t e t he f $c t  he was gl um, r es t l es s , 

uneasy and somewhat  shi f t y- eyed on t he day of  t he i nt er v i ew, 

t hi s condi t i on appar ent l y due t o hi s ment al  s t at e, he has 

a wi nni ng s mi l e. He was cheer f ul  once f or  a f l eet i ng moment  

dur i ng t he i nt er v i ew. The spar k l e i n h i s expr ess i on was 

an a Mo s t  s t ar t l i ng cont r ast  t o h i s manner s and car r i age 

dur i ng t he r es t  of  t he t i me. 

J i m F ur i t a was bor n J une 21, 1921 i n Los Angel es . 

A l l  hi s l i f e bef or e t he past  mont h, he has l i ved wi t h h i s 

par ent s , i n t he ment al  sanct uar y of  t he f ami l y hear t h. He 

has an ol der  s i s t er  and an ol der  br ot her . ¿Tim has been t he 

"baby" of  t he f ami l y . He appar ent l y does not  r esent  bei ng 

r ef er r ed t o as t h i s , even now. He has never  had t o do ver y 

much t hi nk i ng f o r  hi msel f , and he admi t s he has act ed "d>m 

t he spur  of  t he moment " and accor di ng t o h i s i mpul ses . Asked 

i f  t he dec i s i on t o come out  had been one of  hi s own, he s ai d: 

" I  never  had any r es pons i bi l i t y a l l  my l £ i e l i f e , 

but  I  l ef t  kanzanar  wi t h some f r i ends t he day af t er  I  t o l d my 

f o l ks about  i t . I  came out  t hr ough t he Br et hr en hos t el . No , 

my f o l k s wer e agai ns t  me comi n' out . My f at her  i s 60 and my 

mot her 's not  so young anymor e. They t o l d me I  woul d have a 

l ot  of  pr ej udi c e and di s c r i mi nat i on and t r oubl e on t he out s i de. 

I  k i nda hi nt ed ar ound bef or e t hat  t o t hem t hat  I  was goi ng t o 
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l eave. But  I  never  r eal l y gave 'em much war ni ng. I  t o l d'em 

on t he day bef or e I  l e f t . I t  was j ust  l i ke t hat  f a s t . " 

J i m ar r i ved i n Chi cago wi t hout  a j ob, but  wi t h 

def i n i t e assur ances , t hr ough t he host el  i nv i t at i on pr ocedur e, 

t hat  he coul d secur e one t hr ough t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor -

i t y . He s ai d: 

"Mr . Smel t zer  sent  me and my f r i end t o Mr . Shi r -

r e l l ' s o f f i c e at  W. R .A. We got  sent  on a j ob l ead t o a 

pl ace c al l ed K a l n ' s i n t he who l esal e pr oduce mar ket . The 

man who was aoi ng t he hi r i ng was swel l  and a.\ l  t hat  but  t he 

uni on k i cked and woul dn't  l et  us j o i n . " 

Th i s , accor di ng t o J i m, was a gr eat  bl ow t o hi s 

expec t at i ons . He was asked: 

"Was t h i s because of  your  J apanese ances t r y?" 

"Why sur e, why el s e? " 

"Y ou'r e sur e of  t h i s ? " 

"Yeah, abs o l ut el y s u r e . " 

"Was i t  t he C . I . O or  t he A . F . of  L . ? " 

"A . F . of  L . " 

"But  ar en ' t  t her e any evacuees i n t hat  same uni on? " 

"Yeah, t her e' s one f el l ow wor k i ng t her e now. I  

don't  r emember  hi s name exac t l y , but  he says t he uni on's not  

accept i ng any mor e. They 've got  a quot a�j us t  o ne." 

"Have you s i nc e t r i ed t o get  any ot her  j obs?" 

"No . " 

"Why no t ? " 

"Oh, I  dunno. I  been s l eepi ng awf ul  l at e and 

spendi ng a l l  my t i me i n t he apar t ment  bjr  m ysel f  j ust  t hi nk-
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i ng. I  been t r y i ng t o wor k up enough cour age t o go back t o 

Manzanar ." 

"Why? J ust  why do you i ns i s t  on gs i ng back t o 

Manzanar ? What  i s i t  about  Chi cago you haven't  been abl e t o 

l i k e? " 

"Oh, I  dunno exac t l y , " he l ooked out  t he wi ndow and 

scr at ched hi s head. He s hi f t ed hi s gaze f r om c ei l i ng t o wal l  

t o f l o o r , t hen he s ai d: 

" I ' m f ed up wi t h t hi s p l ac e. I ' m l ost  her e. Thi s 

c i t y ' s got  a whol e l o t  of  bu i l d i ngs . They 'r e a l l  a l i k e . They 

a l l  l ook squar e and bi g and j ust  t he same." He was ges t ur i ng 

wi t h bot h ar ms, des c r i bi ng a squar e t o i ndi cat e t he shape of  

t he bui l di ngs . He s t opped, l ooked up a bi t  s heep i s h l y , t hai  

al most  yawni ng, s ai d: 

"Yeah, ± guess t h ey ' l l  l augh at  me and say what  

a f a i l u r e I  am, but  I 'm goi ng back any way ." 

He was asked: 

"Do you mean your  f r i ends wi l l  l augh at  you?" 

"Y eah, and es pec i al l y my f o l k s . " 

"Wel l , t hey 'd be gl ad t o see you agai n t oo , t hough, 

woul dn't  t hey?" 

"Yeah. I  know my f o l k s . They 'd be gl ad t o see me 

sur e, but  deep down i ns i de, t hey 'd wi sh I  hadn't  come back but  

had made a success on t he o ut s i de. " 

"I n t hat  case, woul dn't  you l i ke a j ob l ead wher e 

you won't  be t ur ned down by a uni on?" 

"Wel l , no , I  don't  t hi nk s o . Why, you got  any good 

l eads?" 
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"Your  desc r i pt i on of  your  s k i l l s and your  appl i ca-

t i on s h e e t * hex* whi ch you have f i l l ed out  show t hat  you mi ght  

pr ef er  to t ake a f ac t or y j ob. You do n' t  have any par t i c ul ar  

s k i l l , hut  you do want  t o keep busy and be abl e t o s ave. I s 

t hat  r i ght ? " 

"Wf el l , I  do n ' t  know. I  dr ut her  go back t o Manzanar . 

"Y o u ' l l  need t r ai n f ar e back , won't  you?" 

"Oh, I  g)t  t hat . " 

"Wel l , what 's hol di ng you, t hen? " 

"They t e l l  me I  can't  get  back i nt o Manzanar . I t ' s 

i n t he mi l i t ar y zone. Bes i des , i f  I  go i n , I ' l l  he s t r anded. 

I  won' t  have any money t o get  out  aga i n . " 

"Then t h a t ' s a l l  t he mor e r eason why you per haps 

ought  t o wor k her e, save enough money, t hen go back i f  you 

can get  i nt o t he Cent er , say on a v i s i t  t o your  f o l k s and pr e-

par e to br i ng t hem out  on r el oc at i on. Don' t  you t hi nk t hat ' s 

a good i dea . " 

"Y eah, but  my ol der  br ot her  and my s i s t er  can ao 

t hat  a l l  r i ght . " 

"You want  t o save some money?" 

"Sur e, but  I  g>t t a woric f i r s t . " 

"How much ar e you l i v i ng on her e i n Chi cago?" 

"Why?" 

"Wel l , can you l i ve on $60 a mont h, i nc l udi ng a l l  

your  expens es ." 

"Sur e i  can do t hat  eas y . I  been do i n ' bet t er 'n 

t hat . " 

"Wel l , i f  you wi l l  go t o wor k at  t he Canf i el d 
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Bever age Company, and t hey have j us t  t el ephoned us t el l i ngus 

t hey need mor e men, you can ear n, by wor k i ng har d and put t i ng 

i n over t i me, bet t er  t han 1̂65 a mont h. I  t hi nk you have con-

s i der abl e capac i t y r or  phys i c al  wor k , and I  know f el l ows who 

ar e ear ni ng t hat  much and mor e i n t hat  p l ant . You can have an 

oppor t uni t y t o keep occupi ed and l es s t i me f br  mopi ng. Y o u ' l l  

be abl e t o save and ¿uake your  f i nanc i al  pos i t i on bet t er . What  

about  i t ? " 

J i m hadn't  been l i s t eni ng c l os el y . Long st at e-

ment s seemed t o l ose hi s at t ent i on. He l ooked bl ank l y at  

t he appl i c at i on f or m whi ch he had f i l l ed out  i ncompl et el y 

and whi ch was l y i ng on t he desk i n f r ont  of  hi m. He l ooked 

down at  t he f l oo r . S i l e n c e . 

J i m i 'ur i t a i s t he ver y pi c t ur e of  a young man wor k-

i ng hi msel f  ment al l y i nt o a ner vous s t at e of  i r r i t at i o n . He 

i s conf used and shows i t  i n ever y move. £Le i s unabl e t o make 

up hi s own mi nd. He i s i ndef i n i t e about  ever y t hi ng. He c an't  

make up hi s mi nd t o go t o wor k because he has al r eady "made 

up hi s mi nd" t o go back t o Manzanar , he s ay s , t hen adds : " I  

c an't  be sur e about  goi ng back t o manzanar  because my money 

wi l l  r uno out  and maybe t hey won't  l et  me i n . " He c an ' t  

make up hi s mi nd t o st ay i n Chi cago because " i f  I  g o t o Man-

zanar , t hey ' l l  never  l et  me come t o Chi cago agai n, wi l l  t hey?" 

He i s not  sur e t hat  he i s goi ng to l i ke Manzanar  any bet t er  

t han he i s now enj oy i ng Chi cago and he i s not  sur e he wi l l  s t ay 

i n camp a second t i me ver y l ong. He i s not  sur e t hat  Chi cago 

i s "as bad as a l l  t hat " and he may even want  t o come her e agai n. 



CH -  210 (7) 

Hi s st at ement s ar e cont r adi c t or y , muddl ed. He i s uncer t ai n 

about  ever y t hi ng. He has done "so much t hi nk i ng about  t h i s 

t h i ng, I  don' t  know whet her  I ' m Gami n' or  g o i n ' . " J i m j fur-

i t a has been conf used f or  sever al  week s . He has hear d numer ous 

r umor s and spent  cons i der abl e t i me i n di ges t i ng t hem . He 

no l onger  i s abl e t o t al k c l ear l y . Hi s t hought  do not  r un 

i n under st andabl e sequence. He j umps f r om one t hi ng t o ano-

t her . I t  i s not  easy t o f o l l ow hi m. Hi s t hought s seem di s-

j o i nt ed, and t her e ar evl ong pauses of  s i l enc e bet ween hi s vol -

unt eer ed s t at ement s . 

He had al r eady appar ent l y been esposed t o consi der -

abl e adv i ce and suas i on agai ns t  hi s announced i nt ent i ons of  

goi ng back t o camp. He s ai d: 

"Mr . ¿Smel t zer  does n't  even t al k t o me l i k e he used 

t o . When we f i r s t  came out , he used t o cal l  me over  and ever y-

day as i  came i nt o t he hos t el , he woul d s ay : 'Wel l , J i m, any 

l uck i n j ob hunt i ng t oday? ' I  guess he j ust  got  di sgus t ed wi t h 

me because I 'm k i nda sl ow and d i dn ' t  show any i nt er es t . He must  

have t hought  - 1 was l azy t oo and di dn't  gi ve a dar n. I  d i dn ' t  do 

much l ook i ng. P r et t y soon, he woul d j us t  l ook up and say hel l o . 

'I 'hen he'd j ust  nod hi s head, as i f  i n di s gus t . I  moved out  o f  

t he host el  wi t h my f r i end who got  a j o b; he' s wor ki ng now. I  

been t o see mt . dmel t zer  sever al  t i mes . He t el l s me t o buck up 

and go t o wor k �get  a j o b . " 

He was as k ed: 

"Why don't  you?" 

" I  wanna back to «i anzanar . i  have an ol der  s i s-
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t er . She's i n New Yor k and want s me t o go t her e. ¿>he do n' t  

want  me t o go back t o camp, what ever  ± do . " 

"Why don't  you go t o New Yor k?" 

"¿Fobs ar en ' t  so good t her e, I  hear . " 

"Who t ol d you t hat ? " 

"Oh, i  hear  i t  f r om a l ot  of  guy s . " 

"You need onl y one j ob, you know. You may f i nd i t  

i n New Y o r k ." 

"Y es , but  i  dr ut f cher  go back t o i i i anzar ar ." 

"Have you been t o see Mr . Sh i r r e l l  at  t he W.R .A . o f f i c e? " 

"Sur e, I  Tent  yes t er day . He t ol d me 1 c oul dn't  go back 

t o Manzanar . He sai d he woul dn't  l et  me go bac k . I ' d j us t  get  

as f ar  as Reno, t hen i ' d need a per mi t , and he sai d Mr . Mer r i t t  

woul dn't  gi ve anyone a per mi t  unl es s Mr . Sh i r r el l  sai d t o . I ' d 

a gone a l ong ago i f  I  knew I  woul dn' t  get  s t r anded at  Reno. 

Do you know i f  t her e ar e any r es t r i c t i ons on J apanese at  Reno?" 

"Not  t o my knowl edge. Ther e mi ght  be some cur f ew r egu-

l at i ons , al t hough we have no o f f i c i a l  i nf or mat i on. What  woul d 

you do at  Reno?" 

" I ' d t el ephone Mr . mer r i t t  at  i *i anzanar . They say he's a 

r easonabl e man. Do you t hi nk he'd l et  me go back t o Manzanar  

f r om Reno? He c oul dn't  t ur n a guy away af t er  go i ng a l l  t hat  

di s t anc e?" 

"That  woul d be har d t o say . I  do n' t  know. Why do you 

want  to go back t o Manzanar  so badl y?" 

" I ' d l i ke t o get  anot her  s t ar t . J ust  because I  went  

bacK woul dn't  mean I  c oul dn't  come out  agai n, woul d i t ? " 
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"No, l  suppose no t . But  you woul d not  be el i -

gi bl e t o r ecei ve anot her  gr ant . You got  i t  once, di dn' t  

you?" 

"Yes , I  d i d . T hat ' s r i gh t . I ' d be st r anded 

wi t hout  dough t o get  out . And t hey 've s t ar t ed segr ega-

t i on at  Manzanar  t oday ." 

"How do you know t hey 've s t ar t ed segr egat i on at  

Manzanar  t oday?" 

"Mr . Sh i r r e l l  t ol d me t hat  when 1 saw hi m yest er -

day ." 

"And you s t i l l  want  t o go back , knowi ng how un-

set t l ed t hi ngs ar e goi ng to be at  Manzanar ?" 

"Y es . xind you know, i  coul d t e l l  Mr . Mer r i t t  

I  went  back because i m nt ed t o be wi t h t he f o l k s when 

t hey wer e moved t o anot her  camp." 

J i m's f o l k s ar e not  appl i cant s f o r  t he segr egat i on 

camp at  Tul e Lake appar ent l y . Whi l e he made no def i n i t e st at e-

ment  t o t hat  e f f ec t , he i mpl i ed t hat  t hey woul d pr obabl y go 

t o anot her  camp f ur t her  i n l and, pos s i bl y Gr anada, tie  was 

ask ed: 

"What  makes you t hi nk t hey 'r e goi ng t o anot her  

camp? " 

"Why, t hey 'r e goi ng t o move ever yone out  o f  Man-

zanar . Haven't  you hear d. Mr . Sh i r r e l l  sai d so hi ms el f . 

He s ai d t hat  when t he segr egat i on i s compl et ed at  Tul e L ake, 

t her e wi l l  be s o v er y f ew peopl e l e f t  at  Manzanar , t hey ' l l  

move em a l l  out  and make i t  a pár i soner  o f  war  camp. Theyf ve 

onl y got  64 pr i soner s o f  war  r i ght  now, but  t hey expect  a l ot  
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mor e l at er  o n. Yes , Manzanar  peopl e ar e goi ng t o get  moved 

aga i n . " 

"Ar e you sur e he sai d t h i s ? " 

"Sur e, why what 's hi s name, Mr . Smel t zer , was 

r i ght  t her e wi t h me and hear d t h i s . " 

"How soon i s a l l  t h i s goi ng t o happen?" 

"Wel l , he d i dn ' t  know t h a t . " 

J i m F ur i t a has been homesi ck and depr essed ev er  

s i nce he ar r i ved i n Chi cago. He says he d i dn ' t  even enj oy 

t he novel t y o f  comi ng out  and bei ng " f r e e . " He does no t  

appear  t o be t he t ype who mi xes eas i l y or  makes new f r i ends 

r eadi l y . Hi s i s an ext r emel y r et i cent  and i nt r over t  per s-

onal i t y . He i s cl ose- mout hed t o s t r anger s , even t hose who 

appr oach hi m i n f r i endl y manner ; or  per haps t hi s char st er i s -

t i c may have been accent uat ed by t he ner vous s t at e i n whi ch 

he has wor ked hi ms el f . He was asked: 

"What  have you done f or  your  r ec r eat i on? " 

"Oh. I  been t o a coupl a shows now and t hen. 

But  I  don't  r eal l y enj oy t hem. I  haven't  been abl e t o have 

any good t i me at  a l l . " 

"Do n' t  you have any f r i ends her e?" 

"Oh s ur e, l ot s of  'em f r om Manzanar , but  t hey ' r e 

a l l  scat t er ed ar ound. I  don't  get  ar ound much at  a l l . I  been 

spendi ng most  of  my t i me i n t he apar t ment . I  s l eep r eal  l at e 

and spend a l o t  of  t i me t h i nk i ng. I  guess I  been t hi nk i ng 

a l o t . " 

"About  what ?" 

"Oh, t h i s and t hat , you know, ev er y t hi ng." 
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"Maybe you've been t hi nk i ng t oo muc&r  and not  

doi ng enough?" 

"Yeah. I  guess s o . " 

"Woul d you say you wer e t he happy- go- l ucky t ype?" 

"I ' m cer t ai nl y not  happy ." 

"You hav en' t  haduany pl easant  or  happy exper i ences 

i n Chi cago?" 

"None wor t h r emember i ng?" 

"Y ou've had some unpl easant  exper i enc es?" 

"Y eah, some." 

"Do you car e t o el abor at e?" 

"No . I ' d l i ke t o know how t o get  back to Manzanar ." 

"Have you any chur ch pr ef er ence?" 

"No pe." 

" I f  you go back t o camp, what  wi l l  you do?" 

"Qja;, sameoas bef or e, pr obabl y . I ' l l  be a po l i ce-

man. I ' l l  wai t  f or  t he dr af t , maybe. They say t hey 'r e gonna 

dr af t  us anyway ,, so i ns t ead og get t i ng a j ob, I  mi ght  as 

wel l  go back and wai t  f or  t he dr af t . " 

"Ar e you 1- A?" 

"Y eah, unl es s somet hi ng's wr ong wi t h me. I  don' t  

t &i nk s o , t hough." 

J i m J 3\ i r i t a's t r oubl e seemed t o l i e i n h i s �i  i nabi -

l i t y t o make a dec i s i o n. But  t hi s v ac i l l at i o n seems t o be 

par t  ana par cel  of  hi s char act er  make- up. He s uf f er s f r om a 

t r emendous i nf er i o r i t y compl ex; he i s t i mi d and af r ai d t o 

meet  peopl e. He sai d t hat  i f  he wer e sur e he coul d get  back 

i nt o Manzanar , he woul d have gone back t he f i r s t  week . He 
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di d not  l i k e t o admi t  i t  at  f i r s t , but  he has been 

l onesome and "homes i ck" f or  Manzanar . He has never  been 

away f r om hi s f ami l y afcae i n hi s l i f e . He at t ended gram-

mar  school  i n Van Nuys , Cal i f o r n i a, and gr aduat ed Bel mont  

hi gh school  i n L os Angel es wher e he maj or ed i n mat hemat i cs . 

He al so pl ayed var s i t y f o o t bal l . At  t h i s t i me he al so 

wor ked par t - t i me i n a r et a i l  pr oduce mar ket  i n Gl endal e 

and cont i nued t o do so af t er  gr aduat i on. A l l  t h i s t i me 

he l i ved wi t h hi s par ent s . Hi s f at her  was head of  t he 

househol d. 

For  a young man of  22, J i me does not  appear  t o 

have at t ai ned any sembl ence of  i ndependence of  t hi nk i ng 

or  emot i onal  mat ur i t y . He has made no br 4ak f r om f ami l y 

t i es , despi t e t he f act  he appar ent l y has not  been compl et e-

l y mot i vat ed by cons i der at i ons of  concer n f or  hi s el der l y 

par ent s . 

J i m F ur i t a i s al so ext r emel y r ace- consci ous i n t hat  

he i s sens i t i ve and awar e of  h i s J apanese ances t r y t o a 

ver y hi gh degr ee. He s uf f er s keenl y f r om §  sense of  havi ng 

f a i l ed . He appear s t o have a def i n i t e compl ex o f  i nf er i o r -

i t y . Thi s f eel i ng st ems f r om t wo sour ces : (1) h i s sens i -

t i v i t y r egar di ng hi s J apanese r ac i al  backgr ound and (2) 

hi s l ack of  a col l ege educ at i on. He has , however , t he 

f r ank qual i t y of  a qui ck and r eady admi ss i on of  h i s own 

shor t comi ngs. He s ays : 

"The good j obs her e ar e onl y f o r  t he guys wi t h a 

col l ege educat i on who f s got t a be r eal  good t o get  anyt hi ng 
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hal f  decent  when y ou'r e J apanes e." 

J i m's hobbi es ar e st amp co l l ec t i ng and dr af t i ng. 

He has mor e or  l es s l et  bot h "go t o seed" l at el y . He 

seems bor ed wi t h ever yt hi ng about  hi m. He i s dr i f t i ng 

ai ml es s l y , and he knows i t  but  has no i dea what  he can 

do about  i t . He want s t o secur e a gr i p on hi msel f  bef or e 

he get s compl et el y l o s t , he s ays . He was asked: 

"Do you pl an t o cont i nue your  educat i on?" 

He r ep l i ed: 

"No . The dr af t ' s gonna cat ch up wi t h me anyway ." 

"Y ou'd be wi l l i ng t o go, of  cour se?" 

"Yeah, i f  t h ey ' l l  t ake me. i rtight  as wel l  get  ahol d 

of  somet hi ng." 

S i l e n c e . 

He sat  t her e and f i dget ed about , hi s gaze l ook i ng 

ai ml ess l y out  t owar d t he Chi cago r i v er  and t he Ci v i c Theat r e 

bui l di ng t ower i ng t o t he wes t . He was t hen t ol d by t he 

i nt er v i ewer : 

"One of  your  bi ggest  pr obl ems�per haps your  onl y 

r eal  pr obl em�i s t o l ear n how t o make up your  mi nd. I  

t ake i t  you came up her e f or  hel p . We want  t o be abl e t o 

hel p you. But  i n or der  t o do t hat , we must  know what  you 

your sel f  want . We c an ' t  know t hat  unl es s you your sel f  do . 

You f i nd i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o make a dec i s i o n. So you avo i d i t  

by put t i ng i t  o f f . You'd f ee l  bet t er  i f  you coul d br i ng 

your sel f  t o a dec i s i o n . I f  you ar e dr af t ed, as a s o l di er , 

you may have t o make some qui ck dec i s i o ns . I f  you hes i t at e 

on t he f i e l d of  bat t l e, f or  i ns t ance, t hey t e l l  me a s o l di er  
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may l ose hi s l i f e . " 

He r epl i ed wi t h a shr ug: 

"T hat 'd be me a l l  r i gh t . " 

J i m F ur i t a began t o t al k r at her  f r eel y af t er  an 

hour  of  cont i nuous i nt er r ogat i on by t he i nt er v i ewer . As 

he l oosened up , he seemed t o be mor e at  eas e; he even 

smi l ed on one or  two oc c as i ons . The subj ect  got  ar ound 

t o J i m's i nt er es t s i n g i r l s . Appar ent l y J i m i s not  accus-

t omed t o vo i c i ng opi ni ons about  t he oppos i t e s ex . He gave 

t he i mpr ess i on t hat  he was not  i nt er es t ed i n t hem. He was 

asked: 

"Do you have a g i r l  f r i end or  f i anc ee? " 

He col or ed s l i ght l y and shook hi s head. He seemed 

embar r assed. The ques t i on was pr essed: 

"The r eason why I  ask you such a per sonal  quest i on 

i s because i f  you had one wai t i ng f or  you i n camp, i t  woul d 

hel p us under st and why you want  t o go bac k . You don't  have 

anyone wai t i ng f or  you i n camp t hen?" 

"Onl y my f o l k s who ar e t her e, " was hi s r ep l y . 

J i m's o l deer  br ot her , who i s 26 and al so s i ng l e, i s 

cur r ent l y pl anni ng t o r el ocat e f r om Manzanar , J i m s ai d. 

He has not  kept  i n r eguel ar  t ouch t hr ough cor r espondence 

wi t h hi s f ami l y . 

At  t he t er mi nat i on of  t he i nt er v i ew, J i m F ur i t a 

st ood up and of f er ed hi s hand. He s ai d: 

"Thanks a l o t . You've hel ped me make up my mi nd." 
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"Then y o u ' l l  go out  and get  a j ob and gi ve Chi cago 

a t r y ? " 

"Nope, I 'm goi ng r i ght  back t o Manzanar . I ' l l  

s i nk or  swi m. I ' l l  t ake t he chance. That 's what  you say 

I  ought  t o do�make up my mi nd. I ' l l  do i t . Thanks a 

l o t . " 

He was smi l i ng and appar ent l y r el i ev ed. 

The i nt er v i ewer  was no t . 

J i m pr omi sed t o keep i n t ouch wi t h t he o f f i c e and 

sai d he woul d c al l  on t he *mer i can F r i ends Ser v i c e Commi t t ee 

by mai l  i f  he got  st uck enr out e. 

* ¥ * 

Somewher e bet ween t he F r i ends o f f i c e whi ch he l ef t  

t hat  af t er noon and hi s apar t ment , J i m seems t o have changed 

hi s mi nd agai n and f ound hi msel f  i n t he same quandar y . That  

same day , l at er  i n t he af t er noon, i t  appear s t hat  he v i s i t ed 

Ral ph Smel t zer  of  t he Br et hr en Ser v i c e Commi t t ee t hr ough 

whose hos t el  he had o r i g i nal l y come t o Chi cago. He asked 

Smel t zen? i f  he f el t  t hat  Mr . Mer r i t t  woul d l et  hi m get  back 

i nt o Manzanar . ¿mel t zer  sai d t hat  he pr obabl y woul d not  be-

cause Mr . Sh i r r e l l  had s ai d he woul d not  appr ove of  hi s r e-

t ur n and Mr . Mer r i t t  woul d not  adgi i t  anyone r et ur ni ng f r cm 

Chi cago wi t hout  Mr . Sh i r r e l l ' s okay. J i m t hen asked Smel t z-

er  i f  i t  was n' t  t r ue t hat  Mr . Mer r i t t  needn' t  know anyt hi ng 

about  J i m's havi ng been i n Chi cago. He ask ed: 

" I f  I  j us t  qui et l y went  back t o Reno and c al l ed 

Manzanar  f r om t her e, how woul d Mr . ê r r i t t  know t hat  I  was 

i n Chi cago. Kow woul d he have wor d f r om Mr . Sh i r r e l l ? " 
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Smel t zer  r epl i ed t hat  i nasmuch as he was per sonal l y 

r espons i bl e to t he War  Rel ocat i on .aut hor i t y f or  t he Br et hr en 

hos t el er , he woul d be obl i ged to l et  Mr . Sh i r r el l  know i f  

J i m t ook a t r ai n west  f or  Heno; t hat  seems t o have squel ched 

al most - c r ys t al l i zed i nt ent i ons t o r et ur n t o Manzanar » 

Accor di ng t o r i al ph Smel t zer , J i m F ur i t a "l e f t  Man-

zanar  t aggi ng al ong wi t h hi s f r i end, Sam Sut o (pseudonym.). 

He f o l l owed al ong at  Sam's heel s f or  a coupl e of  days as 

Sam went  out  j ob- hunt i ng, i t  seems t hat  Sam was t he per son 

who made up t hei r  mi nds t o r el oc at e; Sam di d a l l  t he t hi nk-

i ng f or  t he t wo. They came t o t he Br et hr en ho s t el . But  even 

Sam seems t o have got  t i r ed of  J i m's backwar dness af t er  a 

f ew day s . Sam went  out  on hi s own hook and got  a j ob when 

J i m was n't  ar ound. J i m j ust  seemed t o be compl et el y l os t  

wi t hout  Sam. We t r i ed t o hel p J i m, but  he j ust  c oul dn't  

make up hi s mi nd on whet her  t o t ake a j ob t hat  pai d a l ot  

o f  money but  hadn't  any f ut ur e and a j ob t hat  d i dn ' t  pay so 

much but  t r ai ned hi m f o r  a s k i l l  t hat  woul d pr ov i de a t r ade 

or  some k i nd of  a f u t ur e». J i m j ust  got  i nt o t he habi t  of  

hangi ng ar ound t he hos t el . He was a bad i nf l uence on new 

ar r i val s because he was al ways so pessmi s t i c about  t hi ngs . 

"F i na l l y , one day Sam made ar r angement s t o get  J i m 

a j ob at  t he Ace Foundr y wher e Sam wor ks . But  J i m j us t  

ac t ual l y c oul dn't  get  t he ner ve t o go out . He' s t ol d me 

t hat  he's gone up t o get  a j ob and wal ked back and f or t h be-

f or e a door  and t hen, out  of  f ear  o f  meet i ng and f ac i ng t he 

boss , j ust  gi ven up and gone home» J i m has an i n f er i o r i t y 

compl ex. He' s not  psyct opat hi c. He ' s l o s t . He does n' t  have 
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cour age enough t o t al k t o empl oyer s t o get  a j ob. He 

j us t  c an' t  t a l k . He f r eezes up . He ' s never  been on hi s 

own. The onl y r eason why he came out  was because hi s pal  

came out . Hi s pal  Sam i s ar ound 23 but  he ' s much mor e 

mat ur e� 

"I ' v e t al ked t o J "im sever al  t i mes . I ' v e f ound j ob 

l eads f o r  hi m to make connec t i ons , but  he j us t  does n' t  

have t he ner ve t o f o l l ow t hr ough. One day , I  bel i eve i t  

was l as t  F r i day , he s ai d he was t ak i ng t he t r ai n back t o 

Manzanar . I  t ook hi m on my car  t o Mr . Sh i r r e l l ' s o f f i c e, 

and Shi i r el l  t ol d hi m r i ght  o f f  t hat  Mer r i t t  woul dn't  l et  

hi m i nt o Manzanar  wi t hout  Sh i r r e l l ' s okay. He sai d he woul d 

not  gi ve J i m such an okay, and he woul d need a mi l i t ar y pass 

t o get  t o Manzanar . 

"That  st opped hi m co l d. Sh i r r e l l  made J i m pr omi se 

t hat  he woul d come down on Monday t o t he W.R.A. and r egi s -

t er  so he coul d be sent  out  on a j ob o f f er . I  do n ' t  know 

whet her  J i m di d; I  t hi nk he negl ec t ed t o do s o , 

"L at e Tuesday ( 7/ 27/ 43) af t er noon, J i m came over  t o 

t he host el  agai n. We had a l ong t a l k . He sai d he had 

dec i ded t o go as f ar  back as Reno and t ake h i s chances wi t h 

Mr . Mer r i t t . Then I  l a i d i t  on t h i c k . I  s ai d he was bei ng 

a cowar d and t ak i ng t he easy way out . I  sai d he was sof t  

and goi ng back t o i vi anzanar  because he di dn' t  have t he cour age 

to make a go of  t hi ngs her e. Thi s seems t o have got  under  

hi s s k i n because he sai d i t  t ook cour age t o go back to Reno. 

When I  i nds t ed i t  t ook mor e cour age t o st ay on, he t hen 

sai d he wDul d r emai n. He f ound hi msel f  wi t hout  any avenue 
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of  r et r eat . He sai d he was goi ng t o s t ay on. 

"Ll y opi ni on i s t hat  we have been t oo so f t  wi t h J i m. 

He ' s a bi g baby i n a sor t  of  way . He ' s got  t o be man-

handl ed a l i t t l e . For  a whi l e, he was r ai s i ng exceei t ement  

ar ound t he hos t el  by goi ng ar ound and t el l i ng ever yone he 

was goi ng to commi t  s u i c i de. That  was when he was l owest  

i n hi s f eel i ngs , doi ng abs o l ut el y not hi ng Ql l i  day l ong. 

He sai d he mi ght  j ump of f  a br i dge. He was bad on mor al e 

but  pr et t y soon we d i dn ' t  t ake hi s t hr eat s t o j ump o f f  a 

br i dge t oo s er i ous l y . He does need hel p, t hough." 
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Jim Purita has been seen quite often around, the Brether en's 

Hostel recently. On the afternoon of August 18 he was sitting 

around the lounge of the hostel with two or three other nisei talk-

ing about various job prospects. One young fellow who was ap parent-

ly interested in finding a well paying job was inquiring about vari-

ous types of work, and Jim chimed in: "If you want a job that pays 

well, get into one of these beverage companies. You gotta work hard, 

but those companies pay well." The conversation turned to jo b pros-

pects in New York, and Jim seemed definitely interested i n the infor 

mation that was being passed around. Were there any opportun ities 

out there, he wanted to know, and how was the housing situati on? 

As I observed him during this conversation, it seemed that he was 

musing over the possibility of going out east, but it was q uite ap-

parent that he had no intention of making any moves to get ou t there. 

He just seemed to enjoy thinking and dreaming about these things. 

Finally, he surprised me with a statement that I didn't expect from 

him for from his appearance I thought of him as one of the rowdy 

shallow type of nisei without any sense of romanticism. Bu t he re-

marked, "I guess the trouble with me is, I've hitched my wag on to 

a star, but that star is £o far off that I can't make it." 

This morning Jim again appeared at the Bretheren's hostel office 

He cornered Ralph Smeltzer and Virginia Asaka and asked for help in 

getting back to Manaanar. It was evident that neither Ralph  nor 

Virginia had much patience with Jim any longer. 

Ralph: "What's the matter now? I thought £ou had a job. Wha t's hap-
pened to that?" 

Jim: "Aw, I quit that job. I've got to get back to Manzanar ." 

Ralph: "What's the matter with you anyway, Jim? What's the u se of 
talking about going back to Manzanar? Didn't Mr. Shirrell t ell 
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Togo' s i nt er v i ew 

you t hat  you c oul dn't  go back t o Manaanar ? Why do you keep har pi ng 
about  goi ng back t o Manzanar  when you know you c an't  go back t her e?" 

( I  mi ssed t he answer  t o t hat  ques t i on, I  was l i s t eni ng i n f r om 
t he next  r oom, and f a i l ed t o cat ch al l  of  t he c onver sat i on,) 

Ral ph: "What  di d Mr . Sh i r r el l  t el l  you? Di dn ' t  he say t hat  he c oul dn't  
get  you back i nt o Manzanar  wi t hout  an okay f r om Mer r i t t , and t hat  
Mer r i t t  woul dn't  okay your  r et ur n t her e i n al l  pr obabi l i t y ? Why don't  
you f or get  about  goi ng back t her e and set t l e down t o s t r ai ght eni ng 
your sel f  out  her e? 

J i m: How can Mer r i t t  st op me i f  I  go back t her e? Suppose I  j us t  
t ook a t r ai n and got  t o Manzanar , t hey c oul dn't  st op me f r om goi ng 
i nt o t he c amp. 

Ral ph: "Oh, y es , t hey c an. You j ust  f or get  about  goi ng back t her e 
and t hi nk about  f i ndi ng your sel f  somet hi ng t o do ar ound her e. (Ral ph 
l ef t  J i m wi t h t h i s r emar k .) 

J i m: (t ur ni ng t o Vi r gi n i a) Suppose I  went  back t o Manzanar  wi t hout  
sayi ng anyt hi ng t o Shi r r el l  or  anyone el s e, t hey c oul dn't  st op me 
f r om goi ng i nt o t he cent er  coul d t hey? 

Vi r g i n i a: You c an ' t  go i nt o Manzanar  even i f  you went  out  t her e un-
l es s Mer r i t t  s i gns an or der  f o r  your  ent r y . The t hi ng f o r  you t o do 
i s t o s i t  down and wr i t e t o Mer r i t t  r i ght  away gi v i ng hi m you r easons 
f or  r et ur ni ng t o Manzanar , and ask f or  h i s okay. 

J i m: "How about  t he Mi  N ' s , I  hear  t hey 'r e goi ng back t o Manzanar . 
How di d t hey get  per mi ss i on t o go back t her e? 

Vi r g i n i a: "They 'r e goi ng back on a v i s t o r ' s pas s , and, anyway, t hey 've 
got  good r easons f o r  get t i ng back t her e. ( I  mi ssed her  account  of  
t he r easons f o r  N' s r et ur n t o Manaanar .) " 

J i m: Suppose I  went  out  t o Reno and t hen wr ot e t o Mr . Mer r i t t  t hat  
I  want ed t o get  i nt o Manzanar . Maybe t hat  woul d be bet t er . 

V i r g i n i a: "But  suppose you went  al l  t he way out  t her e and Mer r i t t  
t o l d you t hat  you c oul dn' t  come i n . Then what  woul d you do? You 
wr i t e t hat  l et t er  wr i t e away and f i nd out  bef or e you go out  t her e. 

Coke Shi ma: (who had ent er ed i n t he meant i me and was l i s t eni ng t o t he 
conver sat i on) Sur e, you'd bet t er  wr i t e t o Mer r i t t  and f i nd out  whet h-
er  h e ' l l  l et  you i n or  no t . Manzanar 's one of  t he har des t  pl ac es 
t o get  i nt o . Even i f  you got  as f ar  as t he gat e, unl ess you had a 
per mi t  t o r et ur n f r om Mer r i t t , you c oul dn't  get  i ns i de t he camp. 
Ther e's no use r unni ng al l  t he way out  t o Reno wi t hout  t he per mi t . 

J i m: You mean t o say t hey woul dn't  l et  me i n even i f  I  got  t o t he 
gat es as l ong as I  do n' t  have Mer r i t t ' s per mi ss i on? 

Coke: "No Si r , you c an ' t  get  i n wi t hout  t he per mi t . And, bes i des , 
you c an' t  get  as f ar  as Manzanar  wi t hout  an esc or t . Mer r i t t  won't  
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assign an escort to you if he doesn't want you back." 

Jim: "Kay and his wife are going back there. Why couldn't h e act as 
escort, or have the same escort that take^them in/ 

Coke: "You'd still have to have the permit to get through the gate. 
I heard of a couple of fellows who were going down from Tule L ake 
to Manzanar. They sent for military permits to travel th rough the 
restricted zones, and the permit came and it read,  ! For travel be-
tween Manzanar and Tule Lake." The permit said "between" so it didn't 
make any difference which direction they were travelling; it 

would have been different if it had said, "From Manzanar t o Tule Lake,Q 
but that's not what the permit said. But when those fellows g ot down 
to Manzanar, the guard wouldn't let those boys in because h e under-
stood the permit to mean from Manzanar to Tale Lake. They ha d to 
camp outside the gates for six hours before they got the thin g clear-
ed up, and they could get inside the gate." 

Jim: "Yeah, I guess they had a pretty tough time of it, didn't they. 
What would happen if I went back to San Francisco?" 

Coke: "San Francisco?! You can't get into San Francisco; t hat's in 
the restricted zone. If they found you out there, they'd th row you 
in the jufe." 

Jim: "But they'd send me back to Manzanar then, wouldn't the y?" 

Coke: "Oh, no, you'd stay in the jug. They'd give you a pri son sen-
tence. There's a law about that sort of thing, you know.  5 

Virginia: "Jim, you quit being such a baby, and sit down and  write 
that letter to Merritt. YOu're never going to get anywhere u nless 
you do something about it." 

(A nisei came in with an announcement of a job at decent pay 
in a nearby factory.) 

Coke: "Here's the man to take that job. Jim, there's a good s oft 
job for you. YOu better go out there and apply for that job rig ht 
away before somebody else gets it." 

Virginia: "It's no use telling Jim about it. He won't go aft er it. 
He doesn't want a job. Jim's just absolutely hopeless.  ! 

(Jim sat there without comment.) 
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After lunch a group of nisei were sitting in the lounge, and 

the talk turned to Jim Furita's case. A nisei from Manzanar who 

apparently knew Jim from camp was telling something of what h e knew 

about him. 

Ed Mori: "I've seen him around here now and then, but I don't kn ow 
much about his case, What's the matter with him; is he lazy ." 

Jim ! s friend: "He's lazy and he's lonely." 

Ed: "What was he doing back in camp? Didn't he have a job ba ck there?" 

Jim's fiiend: "He v/as a policeman, one of the wardens, at Manzanar. 
Aw, I don't know, he was always like that. He took it easy bac k 

there. 

Coke: "A policeman, eh?" (laughter) 

Ed: "Ihy didn't he volunteer for the army? The army would do a lot 
for a guy like that; make a man out of him. I hear they took 
a half dozen nisei from around here into the army the other day." 

Coke: "Sure, that's where Jim ought to be. Oh, here he is now . 
Hey, policeman. I hear you were a cop down at Manzanar." 

(Jim entered without comment. He seemed friendly and not to 
mind the ribbing. Despite the obvious atmosphere of disap proval 
directed toward him, Jim only showed complacency to all tha t was 
being said about him.) 

Ed: "YJhy don't you join the army. Kill a few of those Nazis; make 
a man out of you." 

Jim: "Naw, no army life for me. Instead of getting rifl of the Nazis, 
they ought to get rid of guys like me first. Yeah, that's what 
they ought to do. Sure, instead of killing Hitler, they oug ht to 
kill guys like me first. I'm no good to anybody." 

(Jim made this statement as if he were making an objective ob-
servation. After all the others had left, Jim just sat ar ound as if 
pondering his own fate. He talked a little with a young nise i who 
was obviously younger than Jim, and the former replied to hi m with 
apparent condescension. I wondered that anybody would s tand for this.) 


