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Date of interview 

Evacuation and Resettlement Study, 
June 3, 1943. DST. 

•CHEDULE FOR IKDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS 

Oct. 27, 1943 Interviewer Shibutani _. . 

1. 
4. 
5. 

Name 
HI  numi Arata 2. Sex, M F 3. Married stat M S D W 0 

ft/n Premier Rpfift Garden. Ma VY. 'Q— Present address 
Later addresses 

Date 
u 

10. 

Birthplace Stockton 
Alien or citizen 
Addresses between 

Rt. 4. Box (a) 
(b) H _ _ 
(c  ) 
(d) 
(e) ' ^ 

11. Assembly Center 

Citizen 
Dec .1,  1941 

i v¿ t  Stockton 

_ 7. Birthdate 
"9. Nisei, Kibe  i 
and evacuation 

Date 

-UJls/zi 
or Issei  "Ml  sñi 

tockton 

12. Relocation Center __RoImJL 

u 
it 
i» 
u 

Date 
u 

Date 
M 

^ ftV tion 

"ry  18/42 

JLû/âlIL2L 

13. A T O O T - e t w e e n time of leaving Rejection Centex-and pr esent 

(a) ryn Premier Rose OarAflUS —  D 5 t e  a /« '» 5 

(b) 
(c) 

14. P e F Ä l M n g in household on Dec.l, 
Iehi3uke 
Shiztt 
Frank 
Noboru 
Kazumi 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) I 
(g) 
(h) 
(i) 
( i ) 
(k) 
( 1 )  

(m) 
15. Persons 

1941. Relationship to Re-
set  tie rĵ jji&n 

mnthor 
.brother 
^ynthñr 
Mstcr 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

(h) 
( i ) 

( 3 ) 
( k) 

( 1 )  

(m) 

Persons living in household on evac. day 
(If same as 14, enter symbol,e.g.14ia ;.) 

Relationship to Re 
settler 

_x 
Haruko onusm 
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15. continued 
Age 

(a)  60 
(b) 50 

Sex  
M 

M.S Birthplace 
Ya*iar.uohi 

Grade compi. 
Amer.school 

Educ.in 
Japan 

Occupa-
tion Dec 
1. 1941 

.Relig. 
Affil. 

farmer 
Heewife 

Bud. 

(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

(h) 
(i) 
(J ) 
(k) 
( 1)  

( m) 

16. 

34 M itoclcton 23. farm r 
19 M student 
16 1SL 

If immediate family (parents, siblings, children or spous e) 
were not included in household group in 15, because of d iffer-
ent residence or because deceased, give details regardin g them) 

Name 

(a) 
(b) 
( c ) 

(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
16, 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
17. 

Sachiko 

Relat ionship 
to resettler 

Residence 
(if deceased 
write "dec." 

sister 

Age 
(if dec. 
age at death 

22 

Sex 

F 

Mar. 
Stat. 
H 

continued -

Birthplace 
Grade compi. 
Amer.school 

Educ. 
in Japan 

Occupation 
Dec.1,1941 

(for dec.last 
occupation) 

Religion 

Lodi 12 housewife Buddhist 

wnai memuers u± auu^ouuxu «.̂u. i^uvuiavv  -  — ~ „  • 
gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols us ed 

in 15 an * a-e, Sachlico and husbafld and family 

18. Composition of household in Assembly Center or Free Zo ne (Give 
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, give sex, age, relation ship) 
Upon arrival: — 

a-^ and rest; 
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18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone 

all left b fore 

19. Composition of household in Relocation Project (Gi ve symbols; 
if others, give sex, age, relationship). 
Upon arrival: _ 

v- e and resett. 

Just before leaving Project: 

20. Composition of household in Chicago at date of in terview: 
(Give symbols; if others, give details) 

(a)" 
(b )' 
(c)" 
(d)" 
(©)" 

(f )" 
20. 

Name 
Relationship 
to resettler 

Residence 
(if deceased 
write "dec." 

Age 
(if dec. 
age at death Sex 

Mar. 
Stat. 

both brothe s here - not  1U infr together 

Occupât ion 
Dec.1, 1941 

Birthplace 
Grade completed 
Amerloan school 

Educ. 
in Japan 

(for dec.last 
occupât ion) Religion 

(a) 
(b) 
(e) 
(d) 
( e) 

(f) 
21.  

by symbol and dates. Give details for new households or en tries 
Relation- Residence , Age 

Date Name 
ship to 
resettler 

(if deceased 
write "dec." 

(if dec. 
a^e at death) Sex 

Mar. 
Stat. 

(aT 
(b)" 
(c)" 
(d)" 
(e)' 
(f)' 



(g), 
(h) 
(i)' 

(k) 
(ir 
(m)' 

21.  

contin 

Date 

ued -

Name 

Relation-
ship to 
resettler 

Residence 
(if deceased 
write "dec." 

Age 
(if dec. 
age at death) Sex 

Mar. 
Stat. 

Occupation 

(a)' 
(b)' 
(c)' 
(d)' 
(e)' 
(f)' 
(g): 
(h) 
(ir 
(j)' 

(k) 
(D ' 
(m)' 

Birthplace 
Grade compi. 
Amer.school 

Educ. 
in Japan 

(for dec.last 
occupation) Religion 

Educational h] .story of resettler 
Elementary schools (name and location) Dates Grade comp leted 

Grammar schools (name and location) Dates Grade completed 
Montezuma,  ifarmlngton 1927-36 7 1/2 
isinwooa,  coperopoMs 8 

High schools (name and location) Dates Grade completed 
fstocircon Dtooicon 1936-40 12 

Colleges, universities and vocational 
schools (name and location) Dates 

Grade 
completed Degree 

i  tockton high night school 1^40-41 1/2 yr. 

Attendance at Japanese language 
school, location 

— n a e a tra6ii 
Dates 
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22. Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of 
unemployment by entering dates continuously and writi ng 
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project and con tinue 
with employment since resettling. 

Reason 
Dates 

From To Nature of job Type of industry Location 
Av. mo 
wages 

.for ter-
minât ion 

fa m hand" 
dishwasher 

r e m Linden m 
tfQQktçn fto ho-e 

10/42 
tüTZZ 

carpenter 
electrician 

bet er .job 

pumper 
carpenter 

Bohwer 
reloca, 

P , , 
boiler tender 

no sense 
better .job 

T733 boiler tender nursery 
labor 

23. Religious Connections (begin with 
Relocation project and 
Attended what church 

center and 
Dates 

first, include assembly 
status after resettlement) 
Where attended What Sunday sch. 

24. Political activities 
Dates |Voted in what elections For what party 



Field Hotod*  Proa Association 
Documont OB-104 
Jhibutani 

Bill Pujita (psuod.) 
Aug. 7 # 1942 

Durina the party at Iflelrose Park Bill was sitting very 

quietly outsido and did not aeoxa to havo any interest whats oever 

in what was going on within tho house« 1 found out that ho was 

from Stockton and introduced myself. Altho X did not find ou t until 

later« his oldor sis tor was a class mate of mino in hirjh sch ool and 

ho had hoard of mo before. He began s ¡easing very easily a nd I 

dicl not roalise until later one of tho reasons for it, 

f: X nov  ¡r  did mix with that crowd, X nor r used to  ;o  to 

dances in Stockton either, X always felt that dances wore a waste 

of time» Booauso tho people who drneod m v o r seem to bo accomp lish-

iiî  anything* I LJUOSS if -hoy like it it's okay« i'<ut X don't» X 

ohiy_od in to pay for the party and holped them paint the plac e up 

beeauso X livo here and thought that I'd better do it, bu t 1 don't 

see why tho follows can't find anything more interesting t o do» 

"I've always wanted to bo a radio techniciana but I'm not s ure 

what I want to do right now. Lly brothers taking pro-mod an d my 

sister is married. liy parents are still in cam • o need all m y 

money to put my brother through school so A caiioout hero to earn 

some money,  X  want to go to the RCA Radio School in New ork. But 

it looks like X can't go yet, mainly because X haven't got enough 

money. I'm sav ng it up now and l figured that ma be after tho w ar 

X can go, 

"Before >ho war I was planning to go to a radio school but tho 

war and evacuation and everything made that im ossible* ¿he re was 

no thin  ;  I could d^ about evacuation so I used  oorno  of the money  X 

had saved up to buy s mo books and study in oho center. X didn't 

think tha wo could come out this soon but when X found o  it  about 

,hio job X figurod it was a good ehanco for mo to mako some m o oy 
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v/hilo tho pay was good* I wan ed to save up enough  00 that I would 

have enough to go through echo >1 without working after tho war la 

O V 3?» 

"X don't know  about  this  draft  business  bub  I hoar that all 

tlio  nisei  miyht  got drafted protty  soon»  That's why X wont ovor  to 

the maritlte*« union to  000  If X cuuld 3oi the tferohant Marino  be-

cause  there X coulC lot?m radio» I'd rather got on a ship and l earn 

radio than wait for the draft  tehoro  I probably can ! t cot into tho 

signal corps anyway« 

5IJy parents had a farm in California, but I don't think that 

they 1 at to (50 back» X don't think X want to go bad: eith er« X 

don't know what I'm 30ins to do, but radio is tho beginn ing fiold 
\  

and X think that there will be son» thing do 1113 of tor t he war. 

"Generally a; night X study« I'm studying math and radio* 

-  oat of the other fellows don't havo anyth nr> to do so th oy play he 

radio and just b 1 • I thi  1k  most of the tirno is spent Just talking« 

7 1 s  job really gives mo a swoll chance* to study and to make money. 

X don't like the work but  X  don't mind because we can't havo every-

thing we want anyway and this is about tho best that X coul d oxpoct." 



Initial Interview 
Oct. 18, 1943 
Shibutani 

Document CT -104 
Bill Fa jita (farmer) 

"On Dec, 7th I 1 .-.i 11 the lews for a s ile. I as o it 

working on the ranch all day anc .s cutti : cele y. an I c amo 

home in the evening I hoard about it. At first I couldn't believe 

it and all of us sat aroun and listoneo to the radio some mor e an 

t.ion when we realized that it was trie, it lit me li o a lefge-

•  a  aier.  I couldn't sleep hat .light and I kept won-eri g hat's -o' ng 

to Lap- en to is. I ;u ss I was sort of puzzle • All h" us exp eitai 

some violence but really didn't know what was what bec ause there were 

no papers. You  r•  •• member that t he liichi Bei d dn't come. Uj sister 

was :he one who toll me the story. hy bro 1 er told me later th at on 

Sunday a hakiji.L neighbor askect ;im if he a 1  •  h  >  no s aril  •-;;  on 

he said no t o guy lo I:ed at him ind of queer. Ofpourse my ro h >r 

didn 1 aiow about it then. I c-icn 1 eat much  t" - at li; ;ht  an-, all of is 

felt ver- ineasy. 

"I quit nsght school because I figured it was nofc .ise aft er '..hat 

.ap.  ened. We stayed home nest of the time, he heart" the rad io an 

tal :ed about it. hy older sister, Jschiho, as -.-arriec'  In July ass-

was llv" ag in Lodi. o ere all worried ac it her. But the  next we 

•.ho ta  io  over with h 0 r  i  m,mv ,usband. Her f t er-in-1  r.  s  tak. n  in 

"OU s ow. e all stayec  '  c e  bee a  o e sere jest afraic so go s  j omd. 

S o had some trouble about' ;.ia./keting, liy brother us ed to go to th 

market every mornin about three, but the market slarte c opening at 

six so tha mi do it easier. homember, aliens wese ro  trie tec . -.-e 1 f 

not an alien but there was a lot of co ¿fusion as the time. We all has 

our birth cert .fic. tes an  xie  carriec  .-he .  aroum all she sirs  .  1 

c ...n't hnss whas it was but It was «8r just the  feel in •  of uneasiness, 

.e -su n's know what w. s going  or  $ an< we d,.dn's w what to :s ect. 

r? i ;hlnk t sat fuwny feeling be 5an to  ;o  a\,s.y about January. I 
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had a cousin who ca from Hawaii in Jul;- ant s 3 cane u from .A. 

after the war to live with us. I had to 30 down to the stati on after 

her on January Is  •.  Anc: it realiy wasn't bat. as 1 thought* I didn't 

go downtown at all before that. ohe told me about the ti me in t. 

when she 30! on the bus and somebo. y trie:' 1 :o kee her from ettin ; 

on but t ,0 conductor said it was okay and so everyth. n  ;  was strai  ;  00,19c 

0 t. Other ; an t at X didn't ho a  1  anythi. 5 unpleasant. 

"You know, that Sunday there was supposed to be a show at the 

1 ai nan. -hey were 30 1 to s. ow a Japanese movie an then ave a 

r  ocial of some kind. Naturally they couldn't have it. All basket-

ball gam®* were suspended. I think the  Bud.  hist -.ere go in;» to have a 

conference in Stockton in February but that was ca led o ff. 

[ "I was interested mainly in radio before the war and I used,  to 

3 end  ; }.y  time when I  • asn'  t working just fooling ar- unc  .  ( her than 

that X used to read. 1 liked  to  read adventure stories and magaz  •:••••> 

articles on radio. X R ad iated from >.igh chool in 1940 an d after 

that X worke< on the farm. X started g< ir»g to ni ;ht s c' ool at 

S ockton hi h. -hat was two nights a v h. X studied ma ' 1 'or one 

semester and kept on studying radio. I didn't have any t rouble .after 

arbor because I wa n't good enough to have a transmitter. 

All the amateurs were ore ered off the air airywa s . ^ e ha d a s ; -ort 

wave radio. X think'my fol. s bo ;ht it just to be licteni:  ; to Japan. 

X jue  •  l > they wantec to know what people tier? were acta; but  c"  e • -

ca; tic.i wa  .  never 00 ^ood. 

"1 always wanted to go to sea. the maritime had a new statio n 

at Port Ilueneme where they hac a five weeks basic training cOUTS«» 

After that time wo could qualify for special training. X wanted to 

;c into ti  ;  rat i de •ant: . t. X idn't a. t to $0 tc, 1 forever but 

I wanted to go for two or three, yoars. At first after gradua tion from 
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hi h school I v/anted to join th  >  Navy. I read a lot of boolcc on the 

Navy and then heard that Japanese were not taken. I  didn't know what 

I wan ec to be when I graduate*: from grai  Li ar  school and when I firs! 

went to high school I ap lied for a vocational course. It u s full 

so I went into academies. I was interested in aviation too.  I took 

a lot of math and then hop ed around from one subject to anot her to 

see which one was the best. What  J-  really wanted was to travel. On 

the farm you don't se  i  much and t ings are kind of dull. That's how 

I started radio t o. I.:y brother made a crystal set so I made one too 

anc then started going deeper and deeper and found out t hat it wasn't 

so simple and that it was a very complicated machine. 1 was n't satis-

fied in just working on a farm. That's why I went to night  school. 

I sent for a lot of catalogs from engineering schools. I f igured 

that my ambitions may never materialize but I kept hop ing. he reason 

I couldn't go to school was that my folks bought a ranch anc I had to 

stay to take care of it. Qh, my older brother was there too, but 1 

didn't think it was fair bo him so I stayed and helped. otherw ise, 

I would have gone to sc iool. 

"In January I tried to get into the maritime but was told that 

they would take no orientals. Then I lost all hope. 1 guess  I just 

accepted that. The guy who told me didn't seem to want to say w hat 

he said and I think it hurt him more than it hurt me .J I didn' t have 

much in the way of plans after that and I just worked and wait ed for 

the draft. I had to register for the age 20 registration. I  just 

waited and continued to work on the farm and I studied at ho te like 

I used to. 

"Wo didn't have any trouble with the Filipinos. I heard a lot 

about thorn. o lived near some Filipinos but they v re v ery nice. 

They used to come to borrow our tools. _hon they helped us when our 
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tractor got stuck. One day X was talking to the fellow and  asked  hi; 1 

if he knew anybody on the islands and he said that his whole family 

v;as in juzon. 

"I11 Februar: anc Llarch we didn't do very much. n Saturnay s we 

i3.-c. t ;o off to t ie hills, o the foot ills of the  .-¿1  jrras an ric  3 

aro ind. On the other days after work we just discussed t .e iap enii ;s 

and I studiec• 

"The evacuation was sort of a surprise to me, because wtf to ok it 

for .routed that it couldn't be cone,  l.ot  to citizens.  r e knew about 

Deuocrac , about people be n; all equal and all that but w e found out-

one day. The hakujin across the way was going to rent his place to 

Ja anese. -Ie wasn't sure what was 501113 to hap en so he t al cc to tV 

county judge. Jhe ju< ;e tol- d m i-hat all Japareso, citi z . a it 

alien, v/ero all going to be evacuated by the end of surfer . This uas 

the beginning of ¡.larch. When he us about this we knew it was  coming. 

One night when 1 v/as reading the paper, the curfew was a nnounced over 

the ra io. "e had planned to *o to the mountains ;h u eh b fore b at 

since the tires were bad we put it off. When I heard that we regre tted 

thai • j didn't -o. Just b ¡f re the five-mile restriction w t in to 

effect my sister came over to see ua. \7e thought then tha i; 

wouldn' t se- her for a long i 0. e l . ie tha  :  all was over. he 

city was evacaated before-us so we knew that our turn c ame. 

"I7e rented our lane to Chinese. We sold our true' anc trie  tor 

and left fie rest of the implements for the C linese. T 1 e furniture 

was left intact in the house and we sold the crops to the Chin ese. I 

wornec like 'noli o plo\ np the anc , to plant tomatoes a nc to get 

everything into shape for him so I v;as work: n  ;  to tho day before 

evacuation. The man who took the place was Lee Bing. I think he h as 

part i ¿tore 1; in. sore blin  ; c  en down ov. . '¿hero ar  3 •  everal others 
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in as partners. He cane over one day to see abo b renting the  place 

and seemed like a square fellow so we let him have it. Th ere v;as an 

Italian fellow who wanted o rent the place too, but he was -ounc. 

xle had just ;otten married and wanted to settle down. But there was 

the danger that he night be draftee  .  So wo talked it over and he 

decided not to take a chance. There were some funny peop le around. 

Some of them cane to ask if they could get the ranch for  noth ng. 

They thought that we should be glad to have them around just to ake 

care of the ranch. They sure did have some funny ideas. 

"We w re all packed up the night before evacuation. e  v,  snt to 

Lodi ant bou ght some extra clothing and some canned frui t  i,  and so ip . 

7e had  so; le  Japanese food like takenoko but not very much.  '  } e also 

jot so ue coffee and uugar. V/e lived east of mockton, no  -e than rive 

miles out but the restrictions were lifted for us so that we could 

.repare for evacuation.  Vie  bought some sleeping bags because we heard 

that blankets were not enough. There were lots of rumors ar ound then 

but I don't r member all of then. V/e heard, t; at the  to:  let facilities 

were bad and that the camp was dirty and crowde . It wasn't l ike I 

expected though. I thought it would be jus. a bare room i h bl ankets 

and cots. I ohou 'ht there would be lots of restrictions  with guards 

all around. 

"We had sold our'car'so the Chines-.; fellow got a coup le of cars 

for us to use. One Japanese friend who was not cvacaated yet  brought 

a '».ruck to take orr baggage. e went to Lodi first where we  joined m 

sister and her family and then 301 on a bus. 1I# were one of the first 

¿roups to leave an«:., got to the assembly center in -itoc kton at 10 

o'clock in the morning. It wasn't what i thou ;ht it  r  ould. be at all. 

0 all lined up and '.ad. a brief nodical examination and th en were 

assigned to our rooms. I was d  I  sap pointed at the bare surroundings, 
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but otherwi  :, g it wasn't be  d,  I ;uess it v/a now a id oxci in o 

that I didn't Blind the discomforts of the first nig' t. p er my first 

ieal the -3 - hac. one slice of spam, brea< and jam an that  v, as  r 1. 

V/lien I saw he spam I figured it './as pretty good stuff and felt  prett v 

•uoa. e fix  :  our room a b ilt tables anc benches. .there . s 

a big . .la of scrap wood by oar lace so uo had no trouble abo  it  lum-

ber. I ap; 1 tea for a job couple of ('lays later but firs t waited around 

to sec the rest of ray friont  s  cor.rrng in. 

v l wont to woro in the mess hall as a dish washer but qui af ter 

a cor and. a half because I fount a better job as a carpenter . ot "cu-

fun workin  v  ith the fe .lows. Ihey t e n a nice bunc of ;uys. Ar 3r 

tr•.:  nth s  1 was transferred to an electrician's job. I liked that 

because it was .ore in line ritu what I like. . There wer  ;  one fello s 

on the crew \vh.> knew something about radio and I learne d somet hing  f:  om 

them. 

"Mien I was with the carpenters we w re rein; mairtenau.ee work 

so each, j.orn n we went to .o office to fj.no out what re we re uippsod 

to do and spent the day doing what ras in the order. Ther wer e a swell 

bunco of fellows anc • a lot... of fun» o w ;nt o play bust  i-o.  . 

I was on a B League to n, I played ecoud br.e. e didn't fare so 

good though. I read a lot of books too. I got to know the lib rar-ian 

and she used to ick out the good ones and she used to save t hem for 

me. 

" light now I  .  ou'r L cw whether  : :o go% to li'ew ork or Bo ton. 

i waj planni. • tc ;o the MA school in New ork. I figured t hat 

if u worked to the end of the month I would wive about 00 s aved up 

but I'll need .bout ,60C. I'd like to  c  o some part ire work wheile 

I'm the  .'O  but I con'T rnov IOW hare the •.- irse is. I've been st udying 

by corres; onclence an« I th .nL I knot; the fun«  •/.  .entals of radio but you 
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can't tell. 

"I just kept on working and didn't worry much about the fut ure. 

When the group relocated I had to stay behind to the very end to help. 

We left on Oct. 17 for Rohwer. hen I went to ohwer I expect ed to 

stay there for a long time. It was ki id of discouraging to thi nk you 

have to stay in a dump like that so I started taking a corre spondence 

course. 1 figured that if I had to stay I may a well study. 

'After -etting to -iohwer 1 loafed for about a week. I trie d to 

get an electrician's job after that but they were all fill ed up so I 

got a job as fireman i the hospital boiler. It turned out to  ?  e good 

though for I met a fellow who had been to sea. e talked abo ut how 

swell it would bo to go out to sea. It was a pretty easy li fe. w e 

fixe, it up so wo worked only once very :-hree days. W)  used to go 

hiking to the Mississippi Stiver and horsed around. 

"I started thi .king of relocation when this fellow ap li ed to ship 

out of Hew Orleans. After I got the idea of going, I hoar« of  some 

fell ws coming out here to work at the Premiere Hose Garden s so I 

asked ir I could come along. I guess they were hard up for  workers be-

cause they took me along with them. I took this job just to g et out. 

We were one of the first to come out of the camp. We came out here in 

February. Ly folks were against my coming out and they said  that it 

might not be safe for us outside. It was kind of bad then with regis-

tration going on and all and people were talking about t he draft. 

Everything was unfavorable but I told tiom I was going out a nyway. I 

think most young fellows' envied me and they asked me o find jobs for 

uiem  outs Id  Uost issei  \  ere against it. 

"  h i l e 1 v;ai ~ thinking  >t  leaving while still in camp, 1 thou ht it 

would be a good idea because I ould be away from the family. I f 1 

could jet away I wouldn't be influenced by ;hem ?o much an  I could pla 
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and I could save my own m ney. My folks wanted me to take up farmJ.iv;;. 

-Naturally you can' t expect a youn  ;  fellow o stay in one spot all his 

life. I just '..-asn 1t satisfied and I wan- ed to ^et away from the farm. 

"I still had oho same idea when I came here. I wanted to work and 

lear: a£ much as .. can. iho folio:, 1 mot in camp cai e o t i h me and. 

he wao my room mate for a while. He shipped out from Hew York though 

and X uess he's on ¿he hi ;Ii seas now. He //as an ambitious f ellor 

to . lie was born i ffiexas and lovod to Ca of or ia when he was yo n  • 

and orked in a nureer. . He went to ,JLA for one year an .', then j ned 

the --a:.--.time as a sailor. He worked er for six or seve n months an-

left in September. 

' I kept on stuc in  ̂  at nights. I applied for the maritime in 

Chicajo but they told me I had to have a semail 1 s  pasaoort before they 

coulc take me. I ap; lied for the passport abo.it two mon ago but 

haven't eard anyt lag abo .t it. I -uess I'll probabl never g et one. 

It's oo.;-  ,  sed to ;o tbroug the State Depart ent so I a e 3 it'll take 

a little time. 

" I'm still t in: In  ;  of go in,; to school. I save from 80 o 10 

a month here because I don't ;o out at all. come of the fell w s do  1 

save at all. I :o to a show about once a w er. but t .at 1 s ~bo it all. 

. isec to take Sundays off, half-cay, "out now I work all  d y Sundoys. 

I ,,ake care of the boiler. I could iave saved moro but my b rot er«s 

.join to Lake Forrest College and I gave him 250. That set me  back 

quite a bit. 'fhat was my younger brother. l..y older br  ther is working 

on it ate Street ao a machlnis . e started at Co a week an 1  .  now 

; ;et 45. I  Lies  he coald do' better but his boss is a nice nan so he 

is sta in th re . Sac liko is still in can. . he ad a baby in Jul y 

an-. ay o m er sister is there to. . Sac iko holds -lie sac! be cause 

she married the oldest so  i  in the family and; he's responsible for 
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the old folks. I wonder what's ,;oi to ha  321 to hor bab ' 

"The thing X  \  ant no\ is to feet a good tec nxcal educa tion be-

fore this is all ever. ¡veil if I am drafted I'd like t  : ;e -  into a 

line where 1 could learn something so that I could be p *e parei a do 

some kind of work after the war. The future is pretty uncert ain and I 

guess I'll figure it out when it comes. I gues3 I'd like to go b ack 

to he far::; ventually. .here's a cer ain see :rity in i . o u roal.-

ize that v/hen you come out here. If you've never been on a  farm you 

c o.. 1 v  .mew IIOV: it is. 

m I first came out, I figured t -at we would all reoe ve in-

sults. I was afraid that eo le would call u names when w w ent 

downtown. But all this never hap. ened. Peo le have been pretty nice. 

It's kind of sur. rising v/hen you t Ink th .t ~-ayv;o d h ad a an. batta-

lion hat was captured in Bataan.  „'hey*  re bho ones that h ive the 

hataan clan h,r sending aid to wa  1  prison© 's in Japan. 'hero ar lo s 

of dead from ha:/wood. One night one fellow an- 1 rent to a d rug s-ore 

to  ; ot  a coko a n a : ;;uy cans in and. was talking  to the  soda j-rier for 

a while• hen we were leaving the soda jerk sal the man ha come in 

and paid for the sodas for us. We didn't even have a chance  to thank 

hi:a for no was gone. I on't know what he thought we ere but ha sur e 

we., »eii swell about it. 'e're mistaken for Chaa ILG lots o"' tiros 

even in Ch-.nnse restaurant. .  -  eople stare at us hut I thin  :  o f  s be-

cause t oy've never see orientals beforo. It ;.ake  .  ron feel good to 

t  i:  k tha people an like that. 

"I've never traveie beforo. -n act  .  r vo n.vor bean 0  . .:  of the 

state. X hoar in Chicago there are a lot of  :  ogores in to- n. f u se 

guys were good fo nothing before the war an 1 guess they're st ill 

the Si .0. 

"I -./as born in Stockton on -November 1 1  -21.  h.y parents wore 
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farmers. e lived on the ;elta land.. I now l-.ave two brot hers and 

two sisters. V/e -oved to Linden in 192  5.  I don't remember much 

about living on the Delta. i remember tha it was just reclai med at 

that time, my father ised to burn a lot of stuff there. I rem ember 

the big irrigation ditches and we used to ride on boats . Tha was 

the only way to  %o own. There was a lot of conf  is ion.  Prom Linden 

we moved to Partington, i guess that was abo it ' 27  or  f 20. That was 

when X first went to school. On my first day 1 ro member that I ad a 

bad time because I couldn't speak any English. The teache r helped me 

but I wa:. confused; I pick 6 it up fast.< In grammar schoo l the e 

one fellow who started with me an I ;ot to be close frien ds wit him. 

Given now he's one of my best friends. e ;;rew up together. I didn't 

like school too much. e played some ba eball and marble  .  and in b< th 

was just an average player. 1 wasn't very goo in ba eb 1. but was on 

the sc -ool team. I had some country friends,« some nisei v /ho went to 

school with me but didn't  ;  now very many people in the city.^y 

"when I first went to Stockton high I felt low like any o .he r 

scr b. On top of that my program was all mixed up, anc' they lef t out 

something hi at I was sup osed to take. ihe sou* ies weren 't, as hard 

as I thought. I met a couple of nisei there but I die'n't go around 

with hakujin. I joined the 2-Square Club and was a memb er of the 

J.  .  .C. I usee to go'to the J.o.C. meetings to see wha they  talked 

, about.  But I didn't like it very much because the e was too much 

favoritism. think only the friend  .  of the big shots got into 

office. All they discussed was parties and dances and peo ple who 

didn't like socials did like it. Xn the T-w>quare Club we  go on tfcfeps 

and saw movies. fhat was pretty good. > 

"I* .e worked as long as I can remember. Vhten I was a littl e kid. 

I started working on the farm by weaving and -picking veg etables. 
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Everybody worked.  Mm Saehi. o  ;ot  out on the field and worke< . hen 

I grew old©:-- - star >c driving a truck an< tra tor. I alwa ys *ked 

after oc ool anc never die dave much time to fo..-l around.  I .yuess 1 

missed a lot of things, A ;;uy 11! es to go games now and then . I 

liked co read but was always too busy. XtranI u >d to go to  baseball 

practice reg ularly and that i,\ hot he got on h.-j m to ba ©ball team. 

I novor did go to- '-he gamos and X never nissed the so cials.^ On o.-tur-

• ays I us k o ;o fishing or hin.;iv,g with my younger brother and with 

sc.ie f olio other folio-, s. 'e used t  .  rice o it and shoot an swim and 

fish in the islands. .¿onetimes I just stayed horn© and tin kered aroua- . 

We all had  to  work on Sundays to get ready for Monday's market• <yU ien 

'••'as in high schorl I got inters '.to- in making moo  el  ai  .»planes.  I 

d i m ' ge an allowance until I went to high s o o l and ha.-  to ask for 

a n y - very ti: 1 needed it. • all usee to go to high sc ool i n the 

family car. 

"yy parents didn't like it when wo went out to have fun. I'h ey 

us JO  T.J toll us not to  S-.  OIK"- any money, :iy sister didn't  '  ave a m 

trouble ad-out joing tc dances b ©cause my folks used to s ay, 'jus- bo-

careful and watch yourself. Don't do anything rash. 1 We had minor 

conflicts it our family but I guess everybody ;oe  .  thru thy.. 1  V ;rite 

to doom jveru wee  :  by this wee". X got off a.., sch dule. 1 c an't rite 

to my artnts because I can't write ¿etanese but I write to my little 

sis t r and she tells them that I'm  c  oing. 1 ;u©ss people are kind of 

funny. X wondered why some people were so nice anc ambiti ous while 

o h.-.rs wero ood for nothing. 

"One of ::iy biggest disa ointments caue after X graduate d from 

igh caool anc realized that X couldn't go to ic ool. X '- .ad to get 

't, j it. S' e ay. X knew all along  t• rat  X couldn't get s  ip-  ort from 

ay  .  arents to go to school. I w&a will ng to work my way thru bu t 1"; 

tat a big cisa; ointutnt -...hot tda ;  wolcn ' t 1 -t mo go and said t"-rd I 
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had to work on the farm. I jus  •  accepted iv because l figured that 

there was no use saying anyth ng about it. 

"If I were ;oi lg to ;et married I'd look for a nisei girl , I 

guess, because I don't know anyone elso. If I married a hau j in my 

parents wo;.Id object. If my parents objected to a nisei ;irl t hat I 

picked I guess I would do what 11 hou ;ht was right. You s ee, I 

figure it this way, I'm over 21 now and I know wha I'm doin g* Before 

I was 21 I knew '¿hat I should do what my parents said but I' m old 

enough now. I hi we a right to make my own decisions, hight now I am 

t inking of going to How York. I've talkec it ever with my brothers 

and sisters and mentioned it to my parents and evon if the y objected 

I -would go whether they liked it or not. 

"i don't feel very secure now, and lots of time.; I worry about 

the future. I wonder what will hap- en to me if I'm caught a fter the 

war with no education. I don't feel alone because I feel  that -'m 

tied to my family, anc I feol that I'm tied up with the dest  .  ey of the 

nisei. After all, I'm one of thorn. If all things go wel l, I hope that 

we will be accepted as equals in this country. I want to li ve to be 

happy, b have a home and co ifort and want to se  :  that everybody else 

is happy. 

"So far I don't think that I've led such a happy life. I  feel 

t at didn't get a chance o do a lot of things I wanted t d o j I 

wanted to go into aviation. 1 wanted to go to sea. I anted t o study 

radio and on top of uhat I guess if I had my own way I'd want a fa rm 

to feel secure. You've nover lived on a farm. ou don't know what 

it's like. Yo »V3 jot to have a farm to feel happy an free , 

once told me that y u've got to aim high if you want anytf ing. I 

;uess there' something ;o that altho I don't want t..> aim  toahigh so 

I'd e disappointed. 
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"I wonder wh; t's gcing to happen to all the issei after the v;ar 

and tl e youn  ;  kic's who are fo r or five right now? I don't thimk the 

ii,,:,ei can reset -le but I feol jios sorry or t ie young kids » they're 

runnin  ;  arount lear.iin  ;  a lot of funny vor s and they don't know 

ich is ¿"a ane o, w:iic i  :  ,n ;lish an v/h|ich  .  IS  Ai awai;.e.n, hen 

'¿hey 301 out they're ;o  .11 ;  to have a helluva time because they don't jt̂ aV 

v/l-.a -  a street car is or anything, 

ft I wa_ t to ahead with ny ambition and 1 hope that I can con-
1 

cinue without failing. I h, 00 I can hold o  it.  ± just don t thAnk 

abo.it failure because I'm not that ind of a guy. 

t ii.tervi  -v;  chadale - ct.  !7,  -1U43 
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I'm goin; to go to Boston next  week. I'm  quitting work next 

ediiesdáy, and then  I'm  oing togo down to Rohwor to  see  my folks 

and the  family.  I still have to check up on the school to  e  eo  whdt 

kiiKi of things they teach and to see if they have what I  want.  I 

think it's though. 

I con't have much leisure timo out here»  e're  always working, 

•veilings anc sometimes Saturday afternoons are the onl y times that 

we nave  off.  sometimes I go downtown to do a little shopping. In 

the  s nailer  I used to ;o to the museum or the planetarium. I did 

very little visiting. I usually ;o to my brothers. I wr ite to my 

sister quite  a  bit and to about cforee boy friends I  have.  I ;o to 

chows every two wee  Is.  I like the more serious shown—the kind with 

a lot of neaning, like For -Thorn the Bell Tolls. I liked  that.  I 

read the book and then saw the picture. They didn't change it v ery 

much did they? I like to play ball, but there's* nothing t o play out 

here.  Wo used to swim in the reservoir in the summer time. Host of 

the time I -o places  alone.  I'm with my brother sometimes, but I 

don't mix too much with chis group. 

I think the  -J. .-.  will eventually win the  war.  The effect of  this 

victory on tho irise i dependí; on how the iiisei act now .  I tl ink it 

would be cood if more of the fellows were in tho service, it  may  be 

better  then.  I don't think we'll lose our American citizenship.  Hell,; 

if it comes to that what  :'ood, is.  this country? I knov/ that the o  vacua-

tion was an infringement on our rights, but we have to reme mber that 

there were all kinds of selfish groups at work foolin the  eople. 

That's the way it was, wasn't it? Thore wero Just certain ro ups  in 

power arid they took advantage of the  situation. 
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I think the Hlsei have  a  right to remain wards of  the government. 

After  all,  it wasn't  our  idoa to  evacuate.  I think they have  a right 

•bo s-oay In the cmxos if they want  to,  uai.il.  the tine that they can 

find a ;/laco to  GO.  © can't ;o back to the  ¿oast,  and it's hard 

for soiio people to ¿jet established out  hero.  X think' the Issei  have 

that right*  too. 

I didn't belong to so many groups, 1 guess the  Y.B .A.  was  the 

only Japanese X belonged  to.  I belonged to the Linden branch 

arid used to  ;  o to the meetings. They weren't  much, though,  -he  org-

anisation was su  oos%ed  to better the young people, to get us to  ".mow 

more eople among ourselves •  I didn't see much in tho way of a  goal. 

They didn't have ranch of an idea what they were doing  either.  At  first, 

so::ie of tho organisers used to code to the motives mid say things, 

but  i  didn't like it after  that,  it  was controlled by tho  .  toe" ton 

bunch arm so far as I can seo all they were after was money. I 

joined because I thought we would have sorne fun. It lasted fo r about 

a year.  I guess it was about  '39.  Then it was dissolved. 1 didn't 

join the Stockt n outfit because I wasn't interested in that sort of 

thing. 

I think.the fellows here think  I'M  not one of their bunch. They 

thinl: I don't step out m c h and that  I'M  not sociable« They know I 

study a  lot.  1 guess they jusc figure I'm not one of the crowd. It 

doesn't bother me .  There are so ie fellows here who are  0.,..,  but  most 

of them just live day b  day.  They have fun now, but I don't know 

what's :̂ oin  ;  to hap on tc thou afterward. I don't  i  now hat  I'll 

ever amount  to.  I guess I'll be just one of the pebbles on the  beach. 

I want to be just ono of the ordinary men —oho backbone of t  ie  country. 

I don't have any dreams about becoming a great  nan.  'Hie little man 

— a lot of ohe .1—i.ake the country what it  is. 
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I  remember  my  father told  us  all  some things when the  war started* 

He told us not to :o  out.  lie said don't ;et into any arguments  with 

anybody. He said to watch what we  said. Don't  do anything  to  arouse 

any  suspicion«  'hen we  got  to the center, lie told  us,  don't  run  around 
* 

too much. He told us don't  P:O  around with a bad  crowd.  I  lived  up 

to all this. How  I"  don't write to my  father,  but I hear from my 

sister, and I kn6w that he  tells  her some things, for  me.  He  says, 

don't spend  i  lonoy foolishly, and all that sort of  thin{?. f 

I orry a lot sometimes, i worry the most about the  future.  I 

don't want to be a laborer all my  life.  I worry about my folks  be-

cause  they're really in a heck of  a spot. It's  hard for them bo 
relocate, and even  if  we do they won't bo  happy.  I know my mother 

/ 

worries about  us. 1  daydream  a  lot.  I dream about goin  ;  to school 

and about bein : ; hap  y.  I dream about my past lifo and how it could 

have been better. I dream about mistakes that I made in the  past  and 

ho\7 things would have been if I hadn't, made  them. I  try to rectify 

the mistakes that 1 made  before. 

I think that the main responsibility to my family is  to  make  my-

self  i  orthwhile so they could hold up their hands when they think  of 

mo.  I don't feol any financial obli ation, but  I'll  help them if 

they need  it.  I : y brother Prank i3 the oldest -ion and I ??uess he 

is sup; osod to take that responsibility, but I guess he wan ts his  own 

way too.  I guess  we'll  have to share  it. 

I miss ;:irls, yeah. I had a jirl friend once —in  Stool ton 

Ase^mbly  Center.  he went to  another center, though. I don 't 

write to her any  more.  I miss her  sometimes. I've  thought of 

marriage now and t  en,  but  I  thought  of  it  as some  thin? in the  future 

after  I've  established  myself. I've  never ¿bought of  getting  married 

right  away.  Ily  ideal  of a  girl,  I  piess, is  a girl  who  hasn't  been 
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out with so  many guys,  a girl  $iho f  s/S  quiet and intelli ;ent. I  like 

a girl who likes to read. I guess a girl ought to be nice to l ook 

at too,. 

I think I've changed a little in Chicago. I feel more grown-

u than I used to. I know I can take care of myself nov;. I've 

changed though. Mien I c a e hero I wouldn't smoke or drink or a nything 

Then I  see  the ;uys  areund here who do and see  them  going to the dogs, 

I'm more determined than  evo ^ not to drink. I smoked once, but I 

didn't like it so I don't any more. 


