Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943. DST.

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview Oct. 27, 1943 1nterviewer Shibutani

1. Name Hiromu Arata 2., Sex, M F 3. Married stat.M S D WO
4 Present address

) c/o Premier Rose Ggrdg%; Maywood, Ill. LIS
5. Later addresses %te

1

6. DBirthplace Stockton 7. Birthdate _11/15/21
8. Alien or citizen __ Citizen g. Nisei, Kibei or Issel _ Nisei
10. Addresses between Dec.l, 1041 and evacuatlon
Eag Rt. 4, Box 782, Stogkton Date _to evscuation
b
(c) g
(d) ]
(e) n
11. Assembly Center _ Stockton D%te 5/18/42

12. Relocation Center _ Rohwer D%te 10/21/42

1%. Ldaresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present

Ea§ ¢/o Premier Rose Gardens Date _2/18/4%
b
(C) il
14. PeTsons living in household on Dec,1, 1941. Relationship to Re-
(a) _Iehisuke settlerfathar
(b) Shizu ' mother
(c) Frank brother
TNoboru brother
Kazuml sigter

in housenold on evac. day Relationship to Re-
enter symool,e.g.l4(a).) settler
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Occupa-
Grade compl.|Educ.in|tion Dec
Birthplace |Amer.school Japan (1, 1941
Yamaguchi 6 farmer

o : 9 gsewife
Stockton e R farm-r

» i8 student

" 10 "

15. continued

Sex

M
F
M
M

F

eafon fenlilaz = !
{92]

IFf 1mmedlatec family (parents, sibllngs, children or spouse)

were not included in household group in 15, because of differ-
ent residence or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)
Relationship |[Resldence Age
Name to resettler |(1f deceased {(if dec. Sex | Mar,

write "dec." |age at death Stat.
(a) Sachiko sister 22 F M

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(2]

16, continued -

Grade compl. Occupation

Birthplace Amer.school Dec.1,1941 Religion
: (for dec.last

occupation)
(a) ~TLodi 12 housewife Buddhist

(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(f)
17, What mombers of household and immediate family evacuated to-

gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (glve symbols used
in 15 and 16).

a-8, onohiko and husbalmd and family

18. Composition of houschold In Assembly Center or Free zone (Give
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, glve sex, age, relationship)

Upon arrival: o :
@-2 _and rest
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18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

all left before me

19. Composition of household iIn Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, glve sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

a~-e¢ _and resett,

Just before leaving Project:

2~

20, Composition of household in Chicago at date of Interview:
(Give symbols; 1f others, give detalls)

Relationship |Residence . Age

Name to resettler |(if deceased|(if dec.
write "dec."|age at death
both brothers [here - not iiving together

a
b

)
)
)
)
)
)

(
(
(
(
(
(
0

c
d
e
T

20. continued -

Occupation

Dec.l, 1941
Grade completed (for dec.last
Birthplace |American school occupation) |Religion

(
(
(
(
(
(

21, Changes in composition of Household in Chicago: Note departures
by symbol and dates. Give details for new houscholds or entries:
Relation-  Residence Age
ship to (if dececased|(1f dec. Mar.
Date | Name resettler |write "dec."lage at death)| Sex |Stat.
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21, continued -

Relation- Residence Age
ship to (if deceased |(if dcec.
Date Wame resettler |write "dec." |age at death)

continued - Occupation
Dee. 1,1921

Grade compl. (for dee.last

Birthplace Amer.school occupation) Religion

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

BHFamHE ISR H0o0 oM

22, Educational history of resettler
Elementary schools (name and location) Grade completed

Grammar schools (name and location) Dates Grade complected
Montezuma, rarmingson 19287 - 7 1/8
Elmwood, Coperopodls 1086-06 | ©

High schools (name and location) Dates Grade completed
Stoekton high, Ctockon 1906-40 I 12

Collegecs, universities and vocational Grade
schools (name and location) Dates complcted|Degreo
T OtoCGKton high night school 1940-41 1/2 YTs

Attendance at Japanese language

school, location
acCK
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22, Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of
unemployment by entering dates continuously and writing
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Asscmbly Center and KRelocation Project and continue
with employnent since resettling.
Reason
Dates Av, molfor ter-
From | To |Nature of job |Type of industry| Location mination
— Y |5/42 | Tarm hand farm Linden eva.
B/425/42 ] dishwasher | 4.C, Stoekton| § no hope
carpenter AeCe i - betier ichb
7/42110/49 electrician | A.C. i : relocea,
I0/4210/Z9 pumper ReCe Rohwer | £ no_sense
I0/742112/47 earpenter HeCo - ¢ better job
I2/2212/43 [ boller tendex R.C. . resettle
=2/4211174 biiler tender nursery Mel, Park & school
abor

23, Religious conncctions (beglin with first, include asscmbly
center and Relocation project and status after resettlement)
Dates Attended what church |Wherc attcnded|{What Sunday sch.

24. Political cctivitiles
Dates Voted in what clections For what party




Fleld Noted@t ree Assoeciation
Dogument UH-104 Bill Pujita (psued,)
shibutand Auge 7, 1942

During the party at llolrose Park Bill was sitting very
quiotly outside and did not seem to have any interest whatsoever
in vhat was going on within the house, I found out that ho was
from Stoeckton and introduced myself, Altho I did not find out untll
later, hic oldor sister was a class mate of mine in high school and
he had hoard of me beforo, Ho beogan speaking vory ecasily and I
did not realige until later one of the roasons for 1L,

"I novor did mix with that erowds I neover used to go %o
dancos in Stockiton either, I always felt that dances wore o wast
of timo, Docausoe the people vho danged never seom %o be acoomplishe-
ing anything, I guoss if they like 1t it's okays Uut I don'it, 1
chip od in to pay for the party and helped them paint the place up
boeause I live here end thought that I'd better do it, but I don't
geo vhy the fellows can't find anything more interesting to do,

"ifye always wanted to be a radio technleians but I'm not pure
what I want to do right now, Iy brothers taking preo-med and ny
gigter is married, Iy parents are astill in camp, Vo need all ny
money to put my brother through aschool so i gampout hore to earn
SOlMe MONeYe I want Yo go to the RCA Radio E:.c' wol in Vew York, But

it looks 1like I can't go yet, mainly because I haven't got enough

moneys I1'm sav ng 1t up now and I figured that maybe after tho war

I can gos.

"Bofore the war I was planning to go to a radio school but the
war and evacuabtion aml everything made that imooscibles There was
nothinz I eould do about evucuation so I used some of the money I
had saved up to buy scme books end study in the senter, I didn't
think tha wo could come out this soon but when L found out about

vhils job I figurod it was a good chance for me to mako some money




while tho pay was gocde I wanied to save up enough 80 that I would
have enocugh to go through school without working after the wear is
oOvory

"I don't know about this draft business but I hear that all
tho nigel might get drafted protty soons, That's why I went over to
the maritdhews union to see if I could join the lerchant larine be=

camse thore I gcould looran radlo, I'd rathor get on a ship and learn

radio than walt for the draft Wthere I 2 obably ean't get into the

signal corps anywaye

'y paronts had e farm in California, but I don't thini that
thoy want to go baslk, I don't think I want to go baeck eithore I
don't lmow what I'm going to do, but radic is the bezinning field

A

and I think that there will be something doling after the war,

"Generally at night I studys I1I'm studying math and radio,
logt of the othor fellows don't have anything to do so thoy play the
radic and just bully, I think most of the timo is spent Just talking,
Thig job veally gives mo & swoll chanscey to study and to make moneys

I don't 1ike the work but I don't mind because we ean't have every=

thing we want anyway and this is about the best that I could oxpect,”




Initial Interview
Cete 18; 1943
Shibutani
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Bill Pujita (farmer)
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Pujita - &

high school I wanted to join the Navyv. I read a lot of books on the

Nevy end then heard that Japanese were not taken. 1 didn't know what

I wanted to be when I graduated from grammar school and when

-

went to high school I aprlied for a vocational course. It was
I went into academies. I was lnterested in aviation too I took
a lot of math and then hopped around from one subject to ancther to
see which one was the What I really wanted was to travel. On
you don't seo much and ¢ ings are kind of dull, That'
radio too. Iy brother made a crystal set sO I made
sarted going deeper and deeper and found out that

and that it was a very complicated maschine, I wamn't
ust working on a ferm. That's why I went To night s
I sent for a lot of catalogs from engineering schoo
that my awmbitions may never maberiallze but I kept
I couldn't go to school was that my folks bought a
stay to take care of it. @h, my older brother was there too, but

didn't think it was fair to him so I stayed and helped, Otherwise,

would have gone to school,
"Tn January I tried to get into the llaritime but was told that

no orientals. Then I lost all hope. I guess I just

The guy who told me didn't seem to want to say what

hink it hubpt him more than it hurt Lw:;]l didn't have

way of plans after i just worked and waited for
I had to reglsi

continued to work on

"We didn't have any trouble with the Filipinos. I heard a lot
gbout them, We lived near some Filgpinos but they wore very nice.

They used to come tc borrow our tools. Then they helped ua when our
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Pujita = 5

in as partners. He came over one day to see about renting the place
and seemed like a square fellow so we let him have it. There was an
Italian fellow who wanted to rent the place too, but he was young,
He had just gotten married and wanted to settle dovmn., But there was
the danger that he might be drafted. 3So we talked it over and he
decided not to take a chance. There were some funny people around,
Some of them came to ask if they could get the ranch for nothing,.
They thought that we should be glad to have them around just to take
care of the ranch, They sure did have some funny ideas.

"We were all packed up the night before evacuation. We went to

and bourht some extra clothing and some canned frults, and soups.

1 some Japanese food like takenoke but not very much.

some coffee end sugar. We lived east of Stockton, more than five

miles out but the restrictions were lifted for us so that we could
prepare for evacuation., We bought some sleeping bags because we heard

that blankets were not enoughe. There were lots of rumors around then

29

but I don't remember all of them., We heard that the tollet facllities
were bad and that the cemp was dirty and crowdeds, It wasn't like I

1t it would be just a bare room with blankets

I thought there would be lots of restrictions with guards

all arcund.
"We had sold our car ‘so the Chinese fellow got a couple of cars
for us to use., One Japanese friend who was not evacuated jet brought
8 truck to take our baggage. We went to Lodi first where we joined my
family ﬁhd then got on a bus. ¥We were one of the first
ave end got to the assewbly center in Stockton at 10
the morning., It wasn't what I thought it would be at all,
We all lined up end had a brief medical examination and then were

jisappointed at the bare surroundings,
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"Right now to gos to lew York or Boston,
was planning _the RCA school in New York. I figured that
if I worked to the end of the month I about 500 saved up
but I'll need like to do some part time work whelle
I'm there how hard the course is, I1've been studyling

of radio but you




can't tell.
"I just kept on working and didn't worry much about the future.
When the group relocated had to stay behind to the very end to help.

We left on Oct, 17 for Rohwer. When I went to Hohwer I eXpected to

-

stay there for a long time, It was kind of iscouraging to think you

have to stay in a dump like that so I started taking a correspondence
course. 1 flgured that i1f I had to stay I may as well study,

"After getting to Rohwer I loafed for sbout a week, I tried to
get an plectrician's job after that but they were all filled u
got & job as firéman in the hospital boiler, It turned out to t
though for I met a fellow who had been to sea., We talked about
swell it would be to go out to sea. It was a pretiy easy 1life.

it up so we worked only once very three days, We used to

the Missipsippi River and horsed around,

After 1 got the idea of going, I heard of some
coming t here to work at the Premiere Rose Gardens so I

if I could come along, I & 3 they were hard up for workers be-

ceuse they took me along with them, I took this Job just to get out.

We were one of the t to come out of the camp., We came out here in

February, Iy folks were against my coming out and they said that it
might not be safe us outside, It was kind of bad then with regis-
tration going on and all and people were talking esbout the draft.
“verything was unfavorable but I told them I was going out anywaye I
think most young fellows envied me and they asked me Lo find jobs for
them outside, Iogt issei.were against it,

I was thinking of leaving while still
would be a good idea beeauss Iw ould be away from the famils

could get away I wouldn't be influenced y them so much and I sould plam
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farmers. e lived on the Deltas land. I now have two brothsrs and
two sister We moved to Linden 1in 1926. I don't remember much
sbout living on the Delta. I remember that 1t was Just reclalmed at

that time. My father used to burn a lot of stuff there. I remember

o ikl

he big irrigation ditches and we used to ride on boats., Thal was

the only way to go down. There was a lot of confusion. From Linden

C
we moved to Farmington. 1 guess was about 127 or '28,

when L first went to school, OUn n rst day 1 remember that

bad time because I couldn't speak any English., The teagher
_‘/
but Nes nfused d it up fastﬁgrin grammar
one fellow who started with me and 1 got %to be
Even now he's one of my best friends, e grew
like school too much. We played some bageball and marbles and 1n both

wras just an average player, I wasn't very good in baseball but was on

the school teams I had some country friends,#f some nisei who went to

school with me but didn't lnow very many people in the city:>>

"When I first went to Stockbton high 1 felt low like any other
serube On top of that my program was all mixed up, ané¢ they left out
somethling that I was supryosed to take. T ytud wveren't as har
as I thought. I met a couple of nisel there but I didn't go around
with hakujin, I joined the T-Square Club and was a member of the
JeDela I od to go t0o the J.S5.Cs meetings to see what they talked

Ididn't like it wvery much becausze there was too much
thinlk only the friends of the big shots got into
All they discussed was parties and.hances and people who
ocials did 1like it In the T&Square Club we go on tdkps

-~

i dee | W
saw movies., That was pretiy good.

"Itve worked as long as I can remember, Vhen I was a little kid

I startéd working on the farm by weaving and picking vegetables.
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hed to work on the farm. I just accepted it because I figured that
there was no use saying anything about 1t,
4<f"1f I were going to zet married 1'd look for a nisel girli, 1
guesé, because 1 don't know anyone else. If 1 married a halujin my
parents would objects If my parents objected Tc a nisei zirl that 1
d do what It hought was right, You seec, 1
i'm over 21 now and I know what I'm doing. Before
I should do what my parents sald but I'm old
gnough now. I hagte a right to make my own decisions. Right now I am
I've talked 1t over with my brothers

and sisters and mentioned i1t to my parents and even if they objected

I would go whether they llked it or not.\t>

"] don't feel very secure now, and lots of times 1 worry about

the future., I wonder what will hapren to me 1f I'm caught after the

wer with no educations I don't feel alone because I feel that iMm

LS

tied to my family, and I feel th I'm tied up with the destiny of

nisei, After ally, I'm one of tThen If all things go well, I hope

-

vill be accepted as equals in this country. I want to live to be

have a home and comfort and want to see that everybody else

"So far I don't think that I've led such a happy life, I fesl
chance to do a lot of things I wanted © do;J I

go into aviation, I wanted to go to sea. I wanted to study

L}
radio and on top of that I guess if I had my own way I'd want a farm

to feel secure. Y6u've never lived on a farm, You don't know what

like, You've got to have a farm to feel happy and frees A guy
told me that youlve got to aim high if you want enything. I

’ e | . - . 3
guess there's something to that altho I don t want to aim toohigh so
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Second Interview
October 27, 1943
Document CH=104
Shibutani

I'm going to go to Boston next weeks I'm quitting work next
Vediesday, and then I'm going toko down to Rohwer to see my folks
and the family. I still have to check up on the school to see what
kind of things they teach and to see if they have what I went, I
think it's 0.K., though,

I don't heve much leisure time out here. VWe're always working,
Gvenings and sometimes Saturday aftornoons are the only times that
we -have off. sometimes I go downtown to do a little shopping.  In
the summer I used to go to the museum or the planetarium., I did
very little visiting, I usually go to my brothers, Ian;ite to my
glster quite a bit and to about three boy friends I have, I ;o.to
shows every two weeks, I like the more serious shows=--the kind with
2 lot of meaning, like For Whom the Bell Tolls, I liked that, I ‘
read the book end then saw the pleture, They didn't change it very
mch did they? I like to play ball, but there's' nothinz to play out.
here, Weo uééd to swim in the reservoir in the summer time, liost of
the time I %o places alone. I'm with my brother sometimes, but I
don't mix too muech with this group,.

I think the UsS, will eventually win the war, The effeét of thils
vietory on the Ilisel depends on how the Hiseil act nowe I think it
would be good if more of'the fellows were in the service, It may be
better then, I don't think we'll lose our American citizenship. Hellgl
if it comes to that what $00& is,this country? i Imow that the evacua=
tion was an infringement on our righits, but we have to remember that
there were all kinds of gelfish groups at work fooling the peoples

That's the way 1t was, wasn't 1t? There were just certain -roups in

power and they took advantége of the situation,




October 27, 1943
Page 2

e

1 think the Nisel have & right to remain wards of the gaverﬁnia'_n#_@'l

After all, it wasn't our idea to evacuates I think they have a right :
to stay in the canps if they want to, until the time that thoy can
find a place to goe Yo can't go baek %o the Coast, and it's hard
for some people to zeot ostabliskied out here, I think the Issei have
that right toos
I qian't belong to so many groupss I guess tho Y.B .A. was the
only Japenese group. I.belonged tos I belonged Yo the Linden ‘brancﬁ
and useé to go to the meetings. They w eren't much, thoughe The ore
ganization was supposéeed to betier the young people, to get us teo lnow
more people among ourselves. 1 didn't see much in tho way of a goals 2
They didn't have much of an 1ldea what They were c olin.:; elthers At fivst,
gome of the organi., _\J used to come to the meebings and *say things,
but I didn't like it after thate X was counitrolled by the Stocikton
bunch and so fer as I can see all theoy were af'ter was monoye I
joined because I thought we would have some fune. It lasted for about
a years I guess 1t was about 150, Then it was dissolved, I aidn't
join the Stockton outfit because I wasn't interested in that sort of
thing,.
i think the fellows hore think I'm not one of their bunch. They
think I don't step out mueh a.»_id \';ha‘_t I'm not sociable, They know I
study :eL lot. 1 guess they just figure I'm not ono of the erowds It
doesn't bother me., There are soue follows here who are U.X., but most

£

of them just live dey by day. They have fun now, but I don't imow
what's ,;;6111{; to happen to them afterwards I don't know vhat I'll

ever amount to. 1 :;aeés 1'11 be just one of the pebbles on the beac‘h_.‘
I want to be just one of the ordinery men=--the backbone of The countrye
I don't have any dreams sbout becoming a great mane The little man

~-g lot of them=--mile the countrj what 1t 1is.
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I remember my:father told us all some things when the war startadqf
He told us not to go out. He saild don't get into any arguments with &
anybody, He said to watch what we saide Don't do anything te arouse
any suspicion, hen we got to the center, he told us, don't run around
too mach, He told us don't go around with a bad erowds I lived up
to 211 this, Now I'don't ﬁrite to my father, but I hear from my
sister, end I lndw that he tells her some things for me. He‘aays,
don't spend Lopev foelishly, and all that sort of thing, i
I worry a lot sometimes, I worry the most about the future, I
don't want to be a laborer all my life, I worry about my folks be= - -
cause they're‘roally in a heeck of a spots 1It's hard for them to |
. relocate, end even if we do they won't be happys I know my mother
worrfes about us, I daydream a lot. I dream about goinz to scheol
~and sbout being hepprve I dream about my pest 1ife and how it eould
have been better. I dream ébouE mistakes thet I made in the past and
.hcw things weuld have been 1f I hadn't K made them, I try to rectify
the mistakes that I made before, |
I think that the main responsibility to my family is to make my-
self vorthwhile so they could hold up thelr hands when they think of
mes I don't feel any financiel oblizat ion, but I'll help them if
they need it, Ny brother Frank 1s the oldest son and I guess he
is supposed to takorthat.vesponsibility, but I guess he wants his own
way tocoe I guess we'll have to share it.
: I miss girls, yeah, I had a girl friend once~-=in Stockion
Asegubly Center, the went to another center, though, I don't
write to her any meore, I miés her sometimess I've thought of

marriage now and then, but I thought of it as something in the future

after I've establiched myself, I've never thought of getting mgrrioﬁ;,;:
right away,; My ideal of a girl, I guﬁaig is a girl who hasn't been
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.out with so many guys, a girl who'sfd quiet and intellisent, I like

a ;_:irlr who likes to reads I guess a girl ought to be nice to look

at t00s.. 3

I think I've changed a little in Chicago. I feel more grown=-

up than I used to, I know I can take care of myself nowe I've

changed though, Vhen I came here I wouldn't smoke or drink or anything,

It
v

hen I see the zuys areund here who do and see them going to the dogs,

I'm more determined than ever not to drink, I smoked once, but I

didn't like it so I don't any more,




