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. .V i  �.- . Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 
Febr uar y, 1944 (Revi sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTL ES 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew t: u n c j  ~ t  194c I nt er vi ewer   ̂

1. Case number  6i  2. Sex, M 3. Mar i t al  s t at . M © D W 0 
Ent er ed 

Pr esent  addr ess 48£ 7 T ... i n t h r o o a v e . J a n . ' 44 
Lef t  

Lat er  addr esses Dat e 
u -  �* ~ 

1 1 ii  -
' it  -

6. Bi r t hpl ace 
8, Al i en or  Ci t i zen 

7. Bi r t h da t e 15 £4 

L i ;. l  u ' 9. Ni sei * Ki bei  or  I s sei  
10. Addr esses bet ween Dec . 1, 1941 and evacuat i on 

ei  

(a) , 
( b ) 
(°):  
(d)  
(e) 

11. Assembl y Cent er  r ! i  ^g g V , . x r
 s . j  Ç 

J bi G 12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  
Si  
_.eaxt  l i t . 

13. Addr esses s i nce l eavi ng Rel ocat i on Cent er  
(pr i or  t o "pr esent  addr es s ") 

( a ) ¿10 I  el  it]  Cl i i c t ?0 
(b )  

( d ) 

(e> � � 
( f ) 
( g ) � � 

14. Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  on"December  1, 1941. 
Rel at i onshi p t o 

Dat e 
u 
it  
u 
it  
it  

Dat e h 

Dat e 
it  

Ent er ed 

1924 

Lef t  

194L 

4- f  -  ' /, 2 

6-  14£ ; -  ' 4 . 
9-  '4.': 1 -  V; 

Ent er ed 

1 -  ' 4 4 
Lef t  
L-  1 4 4 

a el : 

Reset t l er  
(a) 
(b) 
(°) 
(d) 
(e) 

(f ) 
( g) 
(h) 
( i ) 
(3) 

Br ot her  
¿ i s t ei  

Age 

i l l  

I k 
16 

Sex Bi r t hpl ace Occupat i on 

.- 1 � -
I ĈLL êv i f  

Rel i gi on 

: ua d h i  st  

C b i  i  s t  i  an 



What  members of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  to Assembl y Cent er ? 
Gi ve symbol s . - , A 

What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 
Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec. 1, 1941) 

IThat  member s l i s t ed i n 14 or  15 above went  t oget her  t o Rel ocat i on Pr oj ec t ? 
Gi ve symbol s 14 
What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? " ' ' ' 
Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec . 1, 1941) 

Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  i n Chi cago 
Addr ess 
symbol  Rel at i onshi p 
see 13) Ent er ed L ef t  t o Reset t l er  

Occupat i on 
(at  dat e of  
i nt er v i ew) Bi r t hpl ace 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er  
Grammar  school s (name and l ocat i on) Gr ade compl et ed 

Hi gh school s (name and l ocat i on Gr ade compl et ed 

l i eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  
school s , (name and l ocat i on) 

Gr ade 
compl et ed Degr ee 

�ai l  -  t  ime 

Dat es 
8 M S . 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 
school , l ocat i on 

wssf ci npt on 



- 3-

19, Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  
by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng "unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  
such per i ods . I ncl ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  
and c 

D 
Fr om 

ont i nue 
a t es 

T» 

wi t h empl oyment  

Nat ur e of  j ob 

si nce r es et t l i ng. 

Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 
Av . mo. 
wages 

Reason 
f or  t er -
mi nat i on 

u / 4û -  & / 4 0 :J  Oi,i  ̂  £ t i c 0 ur  nTc r  !);:,;!,p. r  vtifi i if. ai f 'hnnl  
b / 4 1 - 9/41 Tt  IT IT 11 IT 

1- 11/41 ci i  rk i n - n ,1 i  f  dp i- nnl  pf. vjq r  
- A,. ; OL TT P.CT.CU".!, -

IT r  11 ri  t t ei  w i n J  ,:T of  n IT 

i  / L-  4 � � � D t  6 1 1 O - ri  pp wn f.fi  r  � r  h ur. ', ! 1 . ti-  v RP 41/ 

20« Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ect i ons For  what  par t y 



CH 63. Ki ku Tomi t a WRA Form 26 411,762 

2. Tul e Lake 7/ 18/ 42 
3. Pi nedal e 5/ 13/ 42 

4. Rt . 9, Box 491 W. , Seat t l e, Wash. 
5. omit a, Masakazu J apan 

Mat sui , Tei J apan 

7? * Gr ammar School , Sunnydal e, Seat t l e Wash. 9/ 29 to 6/37 

Hi gh school  Hi ghl i ne. Seat t l e, 9/37 to 6/ 41 
Sunnydal e J apanese l anguage, Seat t l e, Wash, from 9/ 29 to 6/39 

7a Maior-  Home econ. Mi nor : commer ci al . Li f e member of t or ch honor 
' soci et y and member of Qui l l - Scr ol l  dur i ng seni or year 

8. Vancouver , B . c / l / 3 7 t o l / 37 
12. 62 125 l bs. 
13. No mai or def ect s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Daught er 
20. 9/ 16/ 23 
23. No 
24. Hi gh 4 
25. Speaks J apanese 

27. Cl er k Gen. of f . 
27a. Musi ci an 
28. 4/42 to 5/ 42 Taki ng P.G. course at Hi ghl i ne 

Hi gh (Spani sh and geometry and 
advanced bookkeepi ng) 

3/ 42 to 4/ 42 NYA (Mi ss Ruth Sear s) Of f i ce secr et ar i al  asst .30* hr . 
Seat t l e Wash. 

9/ 41 to 3/ 42 West Queen Anne El ementar y Typi ng and f i l i ng: of f i ce 
School  and other s (Seat t l e c l er k (t ypi ng, st enogr aphy, 
Publ i c School  System) answer i ng t el ephone, cut t i ng 

st enc i l s , oper at i ng mimeo-
gr aph, f i l i ng, et c . 

29. Ski l l s : Shor t hand, t ypi ng, musi c appr ec i at i on, pi ano, sewi ng, 

col l ect i ng stamps and ol d coi ns, danci ng 

30. Pr esbyt er i an 

Ki ku's mot her . Tei Toml ta 

2. same 
3. s ame 
4. same 
5. Mat sui , Ei t ar o J apan 

Ter ahar a, Taka J apan 
5a. Abroad r i ce farmer  ̂ , 
7. Grammar school , Shi nagahar a, Osaka, J apan 4/ 03 to 3/07 

J uni or hi gh, Dai gat su Ka, Osaka, J apan 4/07 to 3/11 
Hi gh school , Sakur ai , Nar a, J apan 4/ 11 t o 3/ l b 

7a . 
12! 61 105 l bs. 
13. No maj or def ect s 
18. Mar r i ed 

19. Wi f e 
20. 12/ 1/ 96 
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Ki ku's mot her , Tel  Toml t a. cont i nued 

23. No 
24. 12 yr s . 
25. No Engl i sh 
27.- - -
27a.Kni t t er 

28. Housewi fe 
29. Kni t t i ng; Musi c appr eci at i on 
30. Pr esbyt er i an 

Ki ku's br ot her r J un Toml ta 

2. same 
3. same 
4. s ame 
5. Tomi t a, Masakazu J apan 

Mat sui , Tel  J apan 
5a. U.S. Nursery 
7. Grammar school , Sunnydal e, Seat t l e, Wash. 9/ 32 to 6/40 

Hi gh school , Hi ghl i ne, Seat t l e, 9/ 40 to 5/42 
Sunnydal e J apanese Language, Seat t l e, 9/ 33 to 6/ 39 

7a.-  � 
8. None 
12. 66 150 l bs. 
13. No maj or def ect s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Son 
20. 4/ 26/ 26 
23. Yes 
24. Hi gh 2 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. - - -
27a. Angl er 

28 .  
29. At hl et es, f i shi ng, r eadi ng 

30. Pr esbyt er i an 

Ki ku's s i st er , Kay Tomi ta 

2. s ame 
3. s ame 
4. same 
5. same 
5a. same 
7. Sunnydal e, Seat t l e, Wash. (Grammar) 9/ 34 to 5/ 42 

Sunnydal e J apanese Language, Seat t l e, 9/ 35 to 12/41 
7a.- - -
8. None 

12. 61 106 l bs . 
13. No maj or def ect s 

18. Si ngl e 
19. Daught er 



Ki ku's s i st er , Kay Tomi t a, cont i nued 

20. 8/26/28 
23. Yes 

24. 8 

25. Speaks J apanese 
27. - - -
27a . 
28. � 
29. Readi ng 
30. Pr esbyt er i an 

Ki ku's br ot her , J oe Toml t a 

2. s ame 
3. same 
4. s ame 
5. s ame 
5a. same 

7. Grammar school , Sunnydal e, Seat t l e, Wash. 9/ 41 to 5/42 
7a. - - -
8. None 
12. 48 58 l bs. 
13. No maj or def ect s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Son 
20. 3/ 10/ 35 
23. Yes 
24. 1 
25 . 
27. 
2 7 a / � 
28 .  
29. Si ngi ng, har moni ca, musi c appr eci at i on 

30. Pr esbyt er i an 



Thi s i s t he di ar y of a young 

gi r l  who t al ks ahout her s el f 

end f ami l y wi t hout di s c l os i ng arifc? 

i mpor t ant r e 1 at  i  o n shi p s j ( Fo r exampl e 

$ ci l i a d i s l ost (di s appear s ) t he 

f at her has a ppendi c i t i s , and l oves t o 

go to "baset al l  games. 

The gi r l  i s 21 year s ol d and 

i n the c c c ount i ng di v i s i on of the Edge 

wa t er Beach Hot el  i n Chi c ago.She i s not 

pr ec i s el y ego t i s t i c , "but her nar r at i ve 

t ur ns ol j  her s el f and her v i ews and 

mover nent j The f ami l y i s l i t t l e i nv o l v ed. 



Evac uat i on & r es et t l ement  St udy 
Chi c ago , I l l i n o i s 
Char l es I Ci kuchi  CE- 63 L i mi  T ay a. me ( ps ued . ) 
J une 14, 1945 

Thi s case i s an aut oMogr aphs-
wr i t t en by Xi r ni . She i s a 21 year  
o l d g i r l  wor k i ng as a sec r et ar y i n 
t he ac c ount i ng d i v i s i o n o f  d̂gewat er  
Beach Ho t el . °he has hel d t h i s ¿oo 
s i nc e her  r es et t l ement . Zi mi s i s 
ver y much i nt er es t ed i n i Us e i  adj ust -
ment s and t her e i s a po s s i o i l i t y t hat  
she may wr i t e some mor e t hi ngs l at er  
on i f  enc our aged. 



ffhe f o l l o wi ng ar e exc epgt s f r om .̂ Z. Di ar y : 

¿¿pt ember  15, 194* 

Went  wa  ̂ out  t o t he Nor t h ~i de to i nt er v i ew Ki mi  Tayama, out  I  

t h i nk t hat  trie eveni ng was not  ver y f r u i t f u l . ¿he had wr i t t en Dor o-

t hea s ay i ng t hat  she was i nt er es t ed i n r esear ch wor k and t hat  she 

had an aut obi ogr aphy pr epar ed f or  t he ¿ t udy . 1 di s c over ed t hat  she 

onl y naa i t  i n mi nd so I  di d encour age her  to wr i t e i t . E i mi  i s a 

br i gh t  g i r l , t ut  she was t r y i ng t o shot yof f  t oo much. - he made a 

gr eat  f us s about  bei ng so s ec r et i v e wi t h her  wr i t i ngs so I  wonder ed 

why she had want ed me t o come up and l ook i t  over  i n t he f i r s t  

p l ac e. Most  of  t he eveni ng she was t r y i ng t o t el l  me now t he St udy 

shoul d be made. i o ut h f u l  ent hus i asm 1 gues s . i  l e t  her  t a l k on. 

x encour aged her  t o make some soot  obs er v at i ons of  x , i s ei  adj us t ment s , 

but  she dt »«sxi k±HX i s mor e i nt er es t ed i n "c o nc l us i o ns . ' ĥe does 

not  t h i nk t he r aw mat er i al  i s nec es s ar y as she hopes t o 'be o bj ec t i v e 

v i t ho ut  i t . x d i d n ' t  t r y t o ar gue wi t h her  as t hat  seem d t o be 

what  she want s . have not i c ed t hat  many XUsei  ar e l i k e t hat . ĥey 

want  t o ar gue i ns t ead o f  d i s c us s i n or der  t o show o f f  t hei r  super i o r  

i ns i ght  on t h i ngs . Li ust  be an at t empt  t o cover  up f ee l i ngs os i n-

adequac i es whi ch t hey do not  want  to admi t . 

/ / i  ai d encour age her  to wr i t e her  own 8Ut oc i 0gr aphy , but  1 

do n ' t  know how f ar  she wi l l  get  as she seems to be qui t e busy . 1 

s- JW many ev i denc es of  ¿i mmy âk o da ' s t r a i n i n g on her  as pbe want s 

t o psycnof cnal yze peopl e and peg ho l e t hem i nt o some pi  eccucei ved 

p i c t ur e.  ̂ di d my bes t  t o exp l a i n - U's be l i e f  t hat  i t  was not  ne-

cessar y t o be f u l l  of  t heor y , but  t o oo l l ec t  t he f ac t s o bj ec t i v el y 

so t hat  some ana l y s i s coul a be made of  i t  l at er  on. ¿- irni  seems t o 

f eel  t hat  "c o nc l us i o ns must  come out  of  ever y t hi ng l i gh t  away. 

'The gi r l  i s br i ght  and i f  encour aged she may be abl e t o p at  he r  



Q. -   ̂

some usef ul  dat a f or  t he St udy so i  pr ai s ed her  ab i l i t i e s a l l  even-

i ng long-  l i k e a t r ue hy po c r i t . *he i s qui t e c apabl e of  wr i t i ng f r om 

t he l i t t l e c i t  -L di d s ee. ĥe i s onl y about  20 or  L I  f r om what  1 g 

gat her . ¿he gr aduat ed f r om t he î gn l i ne h i gh school  i n t he suoer b 

o f  Seat t l e . J h e bel i eves t hat  t he J apanese f ami l y has q ua l i t i es 

t hat  no ot her  r ac i a l  gr oups possess an6 t her ef o r e she i s ver y pr oud 

o f  he, J apanese bl ooo. 1 asked her  i f  she meant  she was pr oud of  

o f  ever  ̂ i nd i v i dual  J apanese and she Legan t o bacix down and admi t  

t hat  t her e was a wi de d i f f er enc e i n t he J apanese f ami l i es j us t  as 

i n any ot her  r ac i al  gr oup ana t hat  t hey di d not  possess a l l  of  t he 

human v i r t ues . ¿he f eel s t hat  t he Seat t l e J apan se ar e super i o r  to 

t he Ca l i f o r n i a ones , e t c . , et c . - ash gener a l i zat i o ns of  yout h I  

wouxa s ay . ~he pl ans to go co c o l l ege ev ent ual l y , t f i ght  now she 

woul d l i k e t o get  her  par ent s out  of  camp. Her  younger  s i s t er  i s 

l i v i ng wi t h her  now. Ki mi  pays $9 a week r ent  and suppor t s her  

s i s t er  on her  sal ar y as a s ec r et ar y at  t he - dgewat er  Beach ¿ o t e l . 

She has a l o t  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s so i t  mi ght  pay t o encour age her  

al ong. At  l eas t  she does a l o t  of  t h i nk i ng about  t hi ngs even t hough 

her  v i ews ar e t oo dogmat i c f or  such a young g i r l  " 



Char l es Ki kuchi Di ar y lafle 13, 1945 3 � cu 

Lat er . 

î gh t  af t er  my l as t  c l as s , 1 r an over  t o t he "1" ana t ook t he 

t r a i n way up t o t he - worth ¡¿i de. I  had t o go about  125 bl ocks t o 

r each K i k uf s house so I  di d a l o t  of  t r av el i ng t oday . «hen I  got  

t her e, I  c o u l dn ' t  l o c at e her  apar t ment  on No. Wi nt hr op ¡¿t . so I  had 

t o phone her  onl y t o di s cover  t hat  I  was onl y one- ei ght h o f  a bl oc k 

f r om her . F o r t unat el y she had not  f i n i s hed cook i ng di nner  so t hat  I  

di d not  ael sy her . v̂ Mi ent l y K i k u spend a l o t  o f  t i me cook i ng be-

cause she ser ved a ver y de l i c i o u s chow me i n di nner  wi t h choco l at e 

ec l a i r s f or  des s er t  and 1 f o r got  a l l  about  my poundi ng headache and 

s n i f f l i n g nose f r om t he head c o l d. I t  was so humi d but  X f i na l l y 

got  "br ave enough t o t ake my coat  o f f . 

¿ i k u (CE- 63) gave me her  aut obi ogr aphy at  l a s t . I  have "been 

af t er  her  f or  t h i s dur i ng t he l as t  8 mont hs . £ i k u kept  put t i ng i t  

o f f  nut  she f i na l l y compl et ed i t  r ec ent l y . 1 guess t hat  my pr omi se 

t o hel p her  wi t h her  t er m paper  on t he f ut ur e of  t he M s e i  was one 

of  t he r eas ons why she came t hr ough at  t h i s t i me. She had al s o at  

some k i nd of  j o ur nal , but  she s ai d she hadn ' t  been k eep i ng i t  up 

r ec ent l y "because she had t oo many ot her  a c t i v i t i e s . I  oel i ev e t hat  

she di d l et  t he St udy have t he j our nal  she wr ot e i n camp. Mk u i s 

ver ?, much i nt er es t ed i n wr i t i ng "but  she f eel s thfct  she has n ' t  got  

t he voc abul ar y ox s t y l e t o be ver y e f f ec t i v e . I  encour aged her  and 

sai d t hat  i t  was n ' t  nec es s ar y t o wr i t e wi t h a l o t  of  b i g wor ds . She 

has sever al  boxes o f  mat er i al  l ay i ng about  her  r oom and she sai d t hat  

she wr i t es t h i ngs ever y now and t hen. 

K i k u i s s ver y i n t e l l i gent  g i r l  and I ' v e changed my opi ni on of 

ner  a l i t t l e f r om bef o r e. 1 t hought  t hat  she was t oo concei t ed but  

she seems a l i t t l e mor e mat ur e now. She j us t  l i k es t o l et  peopl e 

know t hat  she i s an i n t e l l ec t ua l . She knows t hat  she i s br i ght  but  

I  d i dn ' t  t hi nk t hat  i t  was so o f f ens i v e . She t r i ed t o be most  
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f r i endl y and she was a ver y good host ess. Her younger . si st er was 

very qui et and I doubt i f she sai d 50 words al l  eveni ng. Whi l e £i ku 

was busy ka&ic cooki ng, I t al ked to her si st er for a whi l e. She i s 

goi ng to 3enn hi gh school  wher e she i s a j uni or . She sai d that there 

were about 25 Ni sei st udent s t her e but they di dn't congr egat e too 

moch. She d e f i n i t e l y doesn' t  want a. î s e i  s t udent  c l ub t o be or gan-

i zed, "bec aus e ever yone ac c ept s us so we l l . " $he w e n t  on to say 

t hat  verj -  f ew of  t he Ni s ei  i n her  school  t ook par t  i n* any of  t he 

school  a c t i v i t i e s al t ho t her e wer e a coupl e o f  boys who went  out  for 

t he at h l et i c t eams . She bel ongs to t he I nt er nat i o nal  del at i o ns Cl ub 

ufoi ch i s composed most l y of  Cauc as i an s t udent s and t hey di s c us s 

peace pr obl ems . She seems t o be r at her  i nt el l i p- ent  al t ho i nt r over t -

l y i nc l i ned. 

Dur i ng di nner  -̂ i ku t hawed out  per c ept i v el y . She became much 

f r eer  i n her  c onv er s at i on and she was n ' t  as t i mi d as when I  f i r s t  

went  i n . I  gat her ed t hat  she do es n ' t  ac t  t oo much at  ease i n a 

s oc i al  c i r c l e even t ho she ment i oned t hat  she l i k ed t o have many 

f r i ends about  her . ĥe want ed t o t a l k p o l i t i c s and t he r el at i on of 

t he Hi s ei  pr obl em t o t he comi ng peace but  I  d i dn ' t  debat e wi t h her  

on any t hi ng 8S 1 was t oo busy eat i ng her  chow mei n. E i k u had some 

ver y good obs er v at i ons t o make and I c er t ai nl y got  a i i et t er  i mpr ess-

i on of  her  t han when I  f i r s t  met  her . 

Dur i ng di nner she tol d me of some of her ac t i v i t i es and I pot 

the i mpressi on that she i s f ai r l y wel l  adj ust ed to her r eset t l ement 

l i f e. She i s most ambi t i ous and she stated that she f i gured, that 

she mip- ht as wel l  make const r uct i ve use of the next 3 or 4 êar s i n 

her l i f e. She st i l l  has not deci ded whether to take 4 year s of f in 

order to pursue a l i ber al  ar t s degr ee, "because i t might not be of 

an  ̂ val ue t o me af t er war ds.£ £ut everybody al most has to have an 

A. B. these days. I am t aki ng some anthr opol opy courses at the Uni -
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v er s i t y o f  Chi c ago ni ght  s c hoo l . The r eas on I  do n ' t  want  to t ake a 

r egul ar  un i v er s i t y cour se i s t hat  1 c an ' t  t ake what  I  want . I n my 

c l as s I  am wi t h a l ot  o f  t eac her s and I  f eel  pr et t y dumb at  t i mes . 

But  I  have some of  t he t er m paper s t hey have wr i t t en and t hi nk 

t hat  mi ne i s j us t  as good as t hei r s , I ' m al s o t ak i ng an t eeount i nf i r  

cour se bec ause I  t hought  I  mi ght  as wel l  be pr epar ed t o do secr et a-

r i a l  w r k as l ong as * am i n i t  now. I ' v e al ways had an ambi t i on t o 

pl ay t he pi ano but I  never got  t o r ea l i z e i t . %t I  am t aki ng some 

vo i c e l es s ons now, % l i f e i s pr et t y rushed because I  wor k over -

t i me at  t he - ¿dgewat er  Beach Ho t e l  a l o t  of  t i mes because I  need t he 

money to hel p suppor t mj younger s i s t e r . I  orovi de al l  of her l i v -

i ng c o s t s . I  don't get the t i me to see a l l  of my f r i ends because my 

eveni ng ar e l i mi t ed. I  go t o the YW once a week and i  at t end church 

r egu l ar l y , '¿'here ar en't anj Ui se i n the church t hat I  go t o , The 

peopl e i n the chur ch seem very f r i endl y and they have taken me i n 

compl et el y. I don't feel  any r ac i al  di f f er ence at al l . 

"However , I do f eel  a r aci al  di st i nc t i on at t i mes. I see al l  

of those I ssei  wor ki ng at - d̂gewater Beach Hotel  and they have al l  

t he meni al  j obs. A l ot of them had pood educat i on too. Befor e the 

evacuat i on I used to "be so pol i t e to the I ŝei  but now I har dl y ever 

not i ce them. i- 'he d̂gewater Beach took over the hot el  whi ch the 

Er et hr ens wer e oper at i ng as a host el  and al l  the I ssei  vere £i ven 

roomi ng pl aces t her e. $ow, they have to f i nd another pl ace for 

them. I guess I f eel  a r ac i al  consci ousness the st rongest when I 

hear  of i nc i dent s whi ch af f ect the Si sei . Hot too l ong ago, one of 

t he t r ansi ent hot el s around here gave evi ct i on not i ces to 20 Ui sei 

and i t was pure di scr i mi nat i on. 

"I don't bel i eve i n the segr egat i on of the J apanese, but they 

hsve to have pl aces to l i ve. 3?his house has al most al l  #i sei  i n i t 

now. ¿'here are a l ar ge number of them l i vi ng on t hi s St . and on 
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Lel and Ave. end around Wi l son Ave. Qui t e a few of the fl ihontfin seem 

to be moving-  i nto t hi s ar ea. Thi s st r eet used to have a l ower c l ass 

of whi te peopl e l i vi ng her e, and I t hi nk the i Uhonj i n act ual l y made 

i t a better nei ghbor hood. There are a few J apanese busi nesses open-

i ng up i n thi s general  ar ea but I don' t ¿now too much about them. 

There i s a - ¿'red's Rest aur ant whi ch seems to oe doi ng very wel l . The* 

get about 75$ Caucasi an t r ade t her e. I don't l i ke a segr egated area 

to devel op around her e, but I don't t hi nk i t ' s goi ng to happen. 

"Ther e's been qui t e a turn- over i n t hi s bui l di ng al one. I 've 

been her e ¿he l ongest , but t hat 's because I 'm sor t of immune to 

the snoopy l andl ady. She i s j ust cur i ous about ever yt hi ng and she 

doesn't seem to want us to get f r i endl y wi th one anot her . She goes 

around and t el l e a few l i es to di f f er ent peopl e so that we wi l l  di s-

t r ust each ot her . Maybe i t ' s i n her nat ur e to ue tnat way. bhe 

hasn't got any r ac i al  pr ej udi ce agai nst us, but she i s j ust snoopy. 

The other day, I was washi ng some of my st ocki ngs i n the bathroom 

and there was a l i t t l e di r t l ef t i n i t so the next day she puts a 

si  on up, 'Keep ôwl  Cl ean or ôve out . ' She knows that we have a 

hai d time i n housi ng so we can't t al k back to her at al l . 

"I 'm not too worr i ed about the c l osi ng of the camps teceuse my . 

par ents ar e out . I don't t hi nk th t the HA can get them al l  out . 

I went down to the *BA of f i ce e coupl e of weeks ago to get some pam-

phl et s for my ter m paper ana I t al ked to one of the Caucasi an i nter -

vi ewer s t her e ?bout what woul d happen to the peopl e at the end of 

the year , he sai d, 'Wel l , t hey ' l l  j ust have to move out . On J anu-

ary 1, 1946, there won't be any meal s served i n the mess hal l s . ' I 

j ust can't under stand an at t i t ude l i ke t hat . I t ' s i nhumane. What 

are al l  of those ol d peopl e goi ng to do when even the »� nA can't even 

f i nd housi ng for them out her e? I t hi nk t hat a l ot of the WEA pl ana 

for the c l osi ng up of camp are most i mpr act i cal . 
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"My par ents are wor ki ng on a smal l  farm near Mi nneapol i s ano my 

si st er ma} go up t her e af ter t hi s summer. I mi ght event ual l y go up 

to Mi nneapol i s i f I deci de to go to the uni ver si t y t her e. I don't 

l i ke any of the col l eges here i n Chi cago. I t hi nk thst the Uni ver si -

ty of Chi cago i s over - r at ed. I t i s supposed to be such a l i ber al  

school  and yet I resd i n the paper that the f acul t y Ol ub won't al l ow 

Negro members i nt o the Quadr angl e. That 's why they ar e pi cket i ng 

the f acul t y Cl ub now." 

Af t er di nner I read over her term paper on "The Fut ur e of the 

Ni sei " and i t was wr i t t en f ai r l y wel l . � &i ku was stumped as to what 

the sol ut i on was and 1 coul dn't hel p her too much. I suggested that 

she poi nt out several  al t er nat i ves. I n her term paper she had fhe 

tendency of put t i ng al l  the bl ame on the evacuat i on and I suggest ed 

that she tone that down a l i t t l e hi t and poi nt out that the Ni sei 

were human too, and they had thei r weaknesses. £i ku sai d that she 

wanted her paper to be educat i onal  so that she was poi nt i ng out the 

best aspect s of Ni sei adj ust ment . - The thine-  that she coul dn't un-

der st and was the f at al i sm of the Ni sei . Dhe sai d that they were al l  

so di scour aged and they di dn' t l ook at the fut ur e l i ke the Caucasi an 

ki ds di d. "Al l  the young Caucasi an indi tfi sfual s that 1 know are most 

opr t i mi st i c about the fut ur e and they pl an for thi s and t hat . They 

l ook forward wi t h eager ness and expect at i on, i 'he i î sei  don't seem 

to do t hat . i hey l ook at the goomy si de of ever yt hi ng and they ar e 

ul t r a- pessi mi st i c . I r eal i ze that the Ni sei are faced wi t h a most 

di f f i c ul t si t uat i on, but they wi l l  never get any pl ace i f they admi t 

def eat r i ght ef f the bat . I don't see what many of them don't take 

t hi s as an oppor t uni t y and make somethi ng out of t hemsel ves. I t i s 

a chal l enge to them. Befor e the war the Ni sei had hi gh expect at i ons 

i n car eer s hut the r eal i t y of the si t uat i on al ways di si l l usi oned 

them because they were r eachi ng too hi gh. Now ther e i sn' t such a 
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gap bet ween t hei r expect at i ons and the r eal i t i es . A l ot of them have 

come down to ear t h and 1 don't see why they c an ' t enter t ades and 

the busi riese wor l d, They don't a l l  have to be ¿oc t o r s and profess-

or s. I guess the tfisei  ar e si mi l ar to the J ewi sh peopl e. The Ni sei 

feel  that they can onl y achi eve equal i t y through i nt el l ect ual  pur-

sui t s so they emphasi ze t hat . I t i s unfor t unat e th : t so man  ̂ of them 

have ¡jecome di si l l usi oned wi th educat i on but I s t i l l  t hi nk t hat t hei r 

educat i onal  l evel  i s much hi gher than the popul at i on at l ar ge. I 

don't bel i eve i n educat i on j ust for the sake of get t i ng a j ob out of 

i t . 1 t hi nk that the Bi sei  coul d devel op t hei r i ndi vi dual i sm i f 

they devel op some spi r i t ual  val ues to go al ong wi t h i t . The t r oubl e 

Al un.modern c i v i l i zat i on i s that too much emphasi s i s pl aced upon 

mat er i al  t hi ngs. I 'm r el i gi ousl y i ncl i ned, but not the or thodox 

t ype. I oel i eve that one's l i f e i s el evat ed i f cer t ai n spi r i t nal  

i deas are devel oped, i t cer t ai nl y gi ves one more of a feel inp-  that 

there i s a purpose i n l i f e. I cer t ai nl y woul d hate to l i ve a l i f e 

of dai l y drab exi st ence. I don't know why the Mee i cannot pene-

trate more i nto the gr eat er l i f e i n whi ch they are si t uat ed now. 

"I suppose there i s nat ur al  t endenci es for segr egat i on but I am 

very much opposed to these fl isei  i ndi vi dual s who want to or gani ze 

ever yt hi ng for the sake of per sonal  pr est i ge. I know at the YW some 

of the gi r l s were t el l i ng me that there was a movement to or gani ze 

def i ni t e Ms e i c l ubs. I r eal l y don't thi nk that t hi s i s a popul ar 

movement because none of my Ei sei  f r i ends seem to want j ust Ni sei 

c l uos. A f r i end of mi ne has been t r yi ng to get me to j oi n the J ACL 

chapter here but I can't see the sense of payi ng those dues and not 

get t i ng a thi ng out of i t . I don't know whether we are goi ng to 

move toward greater segr egat i on or assi mi l at i on, but I hope for the 

sake of the itfisei  that i t wi l l  be assi mi l at i on. That i s the onl y 

wa> that pr ogr ess can be made, and the Bi sei  c an' t af for d to go 
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bac k war ds . Irte.j  be I  am be i ng too i dea l  i s l i e* /hen I  l ook at  t he 

t h i ne i  ee l i s t i c al  l j t I em conf used. I t h i nk t hat  t her e i s a 

c er t a i n val ue i n the I «i honj i n Levi a ooauiuni ty s o l i dar i t y « i f  t he 

3A.uj i n don1 c ec pt  the t hen uhey h ve to un i t  i n some way. but  

I n.i  not  sure t hat  t h« s t at ement  " i n uni ty t her e i s st r engt h" appl i es 

to t hem. I t  r eei ns t o me t hat  the f u t ur e s a l v a t i o n of  t he Ma e i i s 

t o hove a uni t y Ti l l : mer  i c - n p r i n c i p l e s , and not  t o cut  t hemsel ves 

of f HE 6 r sc i al  gr ouj . 

"f he di f f i c ul t y about t hi s i s that they ¿eve J apanese f aces 

i ch st i  M out , - n' not - ,11 ¿¿uc l s i ana are v i l l  i n? to l i f t the car-

r i er s . Ther e i s somet hi ng th;.t ma ês us f eel  some i dent i f y wi t h 

one anot her . I have Iwj... g f el t thr. t .it i s very wr ong for the hi sei 

to ever 3ay an,, thin;-  < ¿/l i nst the ¿¿sc i , e pee ¡.al l y agai nst t hei r o«n 

� ar ent s, t hat 's "h" ! oh j« ct cd tc ¿our l i f e etor,. i n denf e'e took 

*JTro® Kirny Lands' so mud. i  -  u<;ht i t was t er r i bl e for s fi i isei  to 

f peek agai nst thei r 5.? r ent s even i f i t were t t ue. "hst rood doe? i t 

do? I t onl y cr eat es a bs� d i mpr essi on. 1 guess a feel  a l i t t l e more 

c l oser to the I ssei  th-  n you <0 beet use you di dn' t gr ow up among 

them. I see th«r* more as i nui vi auaj . human bei ngs and 1 don' t t ry 

desper at el y to escape from them. i  put tr,e bl ame on Caucasi ans for 

maki ng us such t l i mi t ed gr oup. ¿he suspi c i ous nat ur e of the I ssei 

* no the pet t i ness of the l i s c i  aid a vi .ol e i s a di r ec t r esul  t of al l  

t Mf pr ej udi c e. They «r e l i mi t ec i n t hei r oppor t uni t i es so that 

t her e i  a pr eat er emui asi s pl act d c a pr est i ge. Now the I t i sei  have 

br oken the bonds to a cer t i n ext ent .and 1 t hi nk that they shoul d be 

a tit" to p 0 forward frorr no ; on. � ut I uo have some r eser vat i on be-

cause 1 don' t t hi nk that al l  the Caucasi ans wi l l  accept us comp-

l et el y . That wi l l  t ake a l ong pr ocess of educat i on. Out here i n 

Ch 1 cap 0, I don' t f e d oi f f o r e at fx om any one cl  3« ana p eopl  e don't 

come around aski ng me l,f. t r am. i t ' s most l y i n tht smal l  towns i n 
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t he s t at es wher e t he r e l o c a t i o n c ent er s ar e l o c at ed t hat  p r e j ud i c e 

i s t he s t r o nges t . I  d o n ' t  Del i ev e i n addi ng t o t hei r  ar gument s by 

at t ac k i ng t he I s s e i . " 

I poi nt ed out to Ki ku that t hi s was not the obj ect at al l . "I n 

di scussi ng the l i mi t at i ons of the I ssei  and br i ngi ng: them out , I 

t hi nk that we poi nt out more c l ear l y t han anyt hi ng that i t i s an en-

vi r onment al  f r ust r at i on whi ch cases a l ot of t hei r r eac t i ons. I t i s 

more of a pr ocess of educat i on and we mi ght hel p to el i mi nat e i t . 

For exampl e, I don't bel i eve that the st at i s t i c s on the Negro cr i me 

r at e and the hi gh r at e of i l l egi t i mafcy shoul d be suppr essed. These 

t hi ngs ar e Dr ought out i n order to acquai nt the wi der publ i c wi t h 

the pr obl ems of the êgr o gr oup and to show t hat i t i sn' t a r ac i al  

mat t er . We do i t to hel p the group 8nd not because we di s l i ke them. 

The same t hi ng i s t r ue when we t al k about the I ssei  and Ni sei l i mi -

t at i ons. We show how envi r onment has r est r i c t ed t hei r t hi nki ng, and 

how the el i mi nat i on of such t hi ng can make good Amer i cans out of 

them. We do i t because we want to hel p the group and not because we 

are ashamed of them or that we want to bel i t t l e t hem." 

Xi ku saw t hi s poi nt but she s t i l l  f el t t hat any skel et ons i n 

the c l oset whicftt woul d put the I ssei  and Ni sei i n an unf avor abl e 

l i ght woul d be i nt er pr et ed f al sel y and used agai nst them so that i t 

was no use to br i ng out al l  of thw weakenesses of the gr oup. "I f eel  

t hat we shoul d const ant l y st r ess the st r ong poi nt and more wi l l  be 

achi eved i n a const r uct i ve way by t hat . I t wi l l  gi ve the Ni sei more 

conf i dence and gr adual l y they wi l l  overcome t hei r weaker poi nt s so 

that i t i sn' t necessar y t o st r ess t hei r weaknesses at a l l . " Ki ku i s 

a br i ght pi r l  and she r emi nds me a l ot of êt suko onl y she doesn have 

the aggr essi ve per sonal i t y . I do t hi nk t hat she shoul d st r ess some 

of her physi cal  at t r ac t i veness more than her i nt el l ec t ual  capac i t y 

or el se she won't get ver y f ar wi t h a l ot of Ni sei f el l ows, i n case 
she ever want s to st ar t t hi nki ng of get t i ng mar r i ed.' I t hi nk t hat 
she i s doi ng okay though and she wi l l  work out an equal  bal ance soon. 



ESSENCE OF BEING-

Pr ol ogue 

Bei ng r el uct ant to he d̂ t ni s bl unt l y as an aut obi ogr aphy, I 

have, on the spur of the moment, af f i xed the above phi l osophi cal  

t i t l e to t hi s ar t i c l e wni ch i s spontaneous and ut t er l y unpl anned, 

the outcome of whi ch i s at pr esent t ot al l y unknown. Ful l y aware 

that usual l y the subj ect of an aut obi ogr aphy t ends to magni fy hi s 

good char act er i st i cs and conceal  vul ner abl e spot s, I shal l  endeavor 

to st eer f r ee of t hi s course and pr esent an obj ect i ve over - al l  

pi c t ur e, al t hough nat ur al l y mi nor i r r el evant poi nt s wi l l  be omi t ted 

f or the sake of br evi t y. 

At t hi s poi nt I t hi nk i t apropos to i nser t the war ni ng that 

the sequences may not be wel l  or gani zed si nce I have an aver si on 

to maki ng a rough dr af t or anyt hi ng of t hat sor t and am j ust typ-

i ng words as they come i nt o my mi nd. Thus, bei ng handi capped by 

the l ack of t i me i n the mad pace whi ch I have set f or mysel f , I 

never t hel ess proceed to begi n on t hi s i nsi gni f i cant chef - d'oeuvr e(?)/ 

Chi l dhood Days 

I f I t ol d anyone t hat I have an i nf er i or i t y compl ex now, the 

chances are t hat peopl e woul d t hi nk I were bl uf f i ng. However , 

I 'm sure that I must have been bor n under the wrong si gn i n ast r ol ogy 

or somethi ng. I have of t en wondered whether envi ronment or her edi t y 

pl ayed the l ar ger par t i n det er mi ni ng the c hi l d' s per sonal i t y. 

Coming from the same fami l y and gr owi ng up i n the same envi r onment , 

one chi l d may be a model  baby whi l e anot her i s ext remel y shy or 

a probl em chi l d. 

The events of that di st ant past l i nger onl y f ai nt l y i n my 

memory but my hazy r ecol l ect i on and my par ent s t el l  me that I was 

a probl em chi l d. Looki ng at i t psychol ogi cal l y now i t i s al l  under-

st andabl e but ray par ent s must have had qui t e a t i me of i t t hen. 
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The el dest chi l d, espec i al l y of i ssei s who know l i t t l e about 

the modern methods of chi l d r ear i ng, i s usual l y the gui nea pi g 

and I suspect t hat 's what I was. My par ent s' f i r st bor n was st i l l -

bor n, pr obabl y due to the unski l l ed at t endi ng physi c i an so that 

made me the one wi t h whi ch to exper i ment  ̂

Let me asser t that I am i n no way condemni ng my par ent s f or 

my i ni ant mal adj ustment f or nobody coul d ask f or bet t er par ent s 

and they were pr obabl y as per pl exed as I was t hen. However , my 

shyness r esul t ed from our const ant movi ng around and l i v i ng i n 

i sol at ed pa.rts of the count r y. Dad was wor ki ng f or a concern whi ch 

had war ehouses i n var i ous par t s of Washi ngt on and Oregon and the 

l ocat i on depended on the season so usual l y we were movi ng two or 

t hr ee t i mes a year . I n the maj or i t y of i nst ances t her e were no 

chi l dr en of my age to pl ay wi t h. Mother di dn' t have much to do 

I n those days so she coddl ed and spoi l ed me. She was t eachi ng 

school  i n J apan bef or e she got mar r i ed and i s an except i onal l y 

i nt el l i gent woman, but here she was i n a st r ange country and di dn' t 

know al l  the sc i ent i f i c t echni ques of r ai si ng a chi l d. Wi t h the 

mi sconcept i on that a Daby i s more comfor t abl e f l at on i t s back 

than on i t s si de she al ways l ai d me on my back, thus get t i ng my 

head out of shape. Then due to i mproper di et I was f r equent l y 

const i pat ed and they were al ways maki ng me take di sagr eeabl e medi -

c i ne, sucn as cast or oi l . 

The bi g bl ow came when my br ot her was bor n. Up unt i l  then 

I had got t en al l  the at t ent i on, but the f i r st son, par t i cul ar l y 

i n a J apanese fami l y i s a bi g event so I was pushed i nto the back-

gr ound. To gai n at t ent i on I threw temper tant rums and l at er wnen 

my br ot her was abl e to wal k I used to make hi m cry somet i mes, al -

though i t wasn't al ways my f aul t even i f I di d get the bl ame. 



So i t  was t hat  my br o t her  c l ai med t he c ent er  of  t he stage 

unt i l  t he o t her s wer e bor n and t ook ov er . Thank goodness fer e 

wer en ' t  ha l f  a dozen or  mor e. I  suppose I  was n ' t  any wor se o f f  

t han t he o t her  n i s e i  c h i l dr en and pr obabl y bet t er  o f f  t han some 

but  I  c er t a i n l y f e l t  mi s t r eat ed at  t i mes . 

Unt i l  I  was about  t en y ear s o f  age I  woul d be scar ed t o deat h 

when Dad r ai s ed h i s v o i c e and he woul d do t hat  when I  wo u l dn ' t  do 

what  he t hought  I  s houl d. L at er  I  l ear ned t he t ec hni que o f  handl i ng 

men ( ? ) and coul d get  my way somet i mes. L ook i ng back on t he scene 

now I  can under s t and a l l  t he pr obl ems Cad had on h i s mi nd t hat  

made hi m i r r i t ab l e somet i mes but . at  t hat  t i me I  was hur t  when he 

wo ul dn ' t  pay any at t ent i o n t o me except  t o s c o l d. Those wer e t he 

depr es s i o n days and we had j us t  expended a l l  our  money f o r  some 

pr oper t y ana wer e s t i l l  spendi ng a l o t  t o devel op t he l and . As a 

r es u l t , I  under s t and t hat  t hey had t o exhaus t  a l l  t he i ns ur anc e 

money and t he s av i ngs ac c ount s t hey had f o r  us c h i l d r en . I  r emem-

ber  t hat  one day I  even had t o l end Dad money out  of  my pi ggy bank 

t o get  gas o l i ne f o r  h i s c ar . I  vaguel y r emember  Dad and Mot her  

d i s c us s i ng f i nanc i a l  a f f a i r s f r equent l y but  was n ' t  undul y wor r i ed 

bec aus e an oc c as i onal  n i c k el  or  penny f o r  candy was a l l  I  des i r ed . 

f j hi l e f i nanc i a l  pr obl ems wer e'no n- ex i s t ent  f o r  me i n t he days 

of  depr es s i on I  had pl ent y of  adj us t ment  pr obl ems , al t hough I  d i d n ' t  

c ons i der  t hem as pr obl ems t hen. I  have ment i oned bef o r e t hat  our  

f r equent  movi ng gave me no oppor t uni t y t o get  ac quai nt ed wi t h c hi l -

dr en my own age. When I  was go i ng on s i x we moved t o t he o ut s k i r t s 

of  Seat t l e whi c h was t o be our  per manent  abode unt i l  ev ac uat i o n. 

We moved t her e t he l as t  week i n Augus t , 1929, as I  r ec a l l  and a 

f ew days l at er  I  was begi nn i ng s c hoo l . Ther e wer e qui t e a f ew 

c h i l dr en ar ound t her e and t hey went  out  of  t he i r  way t o be ni c e 



- 4-

t o me but  I 'm a f r a i d I  was n ' t  t oo s o c i ab l e . I n t he f i r s t  pl ace 

I  c o u l dn ' t  speak Engl i s h dec ent l y and was... conf used bec ause I  had 

never  seen so many c h i l dr en bef o r e. To make i t  wo r s e, we had a 

c r abby t eac her  who d i d n ' t  under s t and c h i l d r en . I  r emember  t hat  

she spanked me coupl e of  t i mes because I  d i d n ' t  under s t and what  

she was s ay i ng and t hus i gnor ed her  command. 

So I  went  al ong j us t  do i ng enough t o get  by wi t h unt i l  ar ound 

t he s i x t h gr ade when I  f i n a l l y got  s et t l ed and buc k l ed down. When 

s ubj ec t s came eas i l y t o me I  got  good gr ades but  o t her wi se f  put  

f o r t h no e f f o r t . Spel l i ng was al ways t he eas i es t  s ubj ec t  and ar i t h-

met i c was a l ul u i n t he second gr ade but  i n t he t h i r d gr ade I  got  

t he meas l es and was out  dur i ng t he t hr ee weeks t hat  t he c l as s l ear ned 

mu l t i p l i c at i o n t abl es and f r ac t i o ns so had qui t e a t i me c at c h i ng on 

t o i t . Bec ause of  some bad l uc k I  happened t o f l unk ar i t hmet i c one 

quar t er  i n t he f our t h gr ade. Dad made as much f us s as i f  a cadet  

had go t t en k i dked out  of  West  Po i nt  and i n no unc er t a i n t er ms made 

i t  known t hat  he expec t ed bet t er  t han t hat  f r om a c h i l d of  h i s . 

Mot her  was a l i t t l e mor e under s t andi ng but  s t i l l  she har ped on 

t he f ac t  t hat  she used t o st udy har d when she was go i ng t o school  

and got  good gr ades . Wi t h t h i s pr o ddi ng, I  managed t o get  A t he 

next  quar t er . However , i n t he f i f f h gr ade we had anot her  l ousy 

t eac her  and t h i s t i me i t  was h i s t o r y and geogr aphy t hat  I  had t r oubl e 

wi t h . 

The t r oubl e wi t h some par ent s i s t hat  t hey p l ac e t oo much emphas i s 

on gr ades and not  enough on mor e i mpor t ant  t h i ngs . For  t hat  mat t er , 

s choo l s have t he same weak nes s , but  moder n educ at i onal  r es ear c h 

i s d i v u l g i ng t he f ac t  t hat  emot i onal  adj us t ment  i s mor e i mpor t ant  

t han mer e gr ades , whi ch af t er  a l l  ar e onl y a t eac her ' s o p i n i o n of  

t he pupi l  and not  ac c ur at e t o t he nt h degr ee. 



Th r̂e are var i ous f act or s whi ch pl ay a par t i n mol di ng a c hi l d's 

per sonal i t y and char act er but I bel i eve t he.most i mportant are a 

sense of secur i t y and a f eel i ng of bei ng l oved and want ed. I guess 

my por t i on of those t hi ngs was j ust an aver age amount of what ot her 

chi l dr en get but i t seems to me that i t was mi sdi r ect ed i n cer t ai n 

r espect s. For i nst ance, I was gi ven al l  the candy I wanted and more 

and other t hi ngs such as toys wi t hi n ar easonabl e amount . But not 

unt i l  I was 13 year s ol d and demanded a r easonabl e al l owance was I 

gi ven any spendi ng money wni ch I coul d used as I pl eased. I was 

gi ven ni ckel s and di mes, yes, but was tol d that i t was not to be 

spent but to be put i n the bank. Of cour se, i f t her e were any 

school  expenses I was al ways gi ven money wi l l i ngl y . Every week I 

had to put a quar t er i n the school  bank so I l ear ned my l ess11 i n 

t hr i f t wel l . 

So f ar so good. There i s not hi ng wrong i n t eachi ng a chi l d 

t hr i f t , I agr ee. But the bi ggest mi st ake my par ent s made was ftjL 

r ef usi ng to letjme take musi c l essons when I was a chi l d, and they 

admi t i t now when i t ' s too l at e. I t bur ns me up when I t hi nk of 

the numerous chi l dr en who had no i nt er est i n musi c who were for ced 

to take l essons, and I who wanted that above al l  el se when I was 

a chi l d was not gi ven the oppor t uni t y. But t hen I have si nce l ear ned 

that\ such i s l i f e. Ever si nce I was 8 year s ol d I woul d const ant l y 

pl ead wi t h my f ol ks to l etme take pi ano l essons but Dad had no 

i nc l i nat i on for musi c and Mother was musi cal l y i nc l i ned but not 

asser t i ve enough i n demandi ng t hat i t was the best t hi ng for me. 

Thei r excuse was l ack of f i nanc i al  r esour ces and I grant t hat those 

were tough depr essi on year s. But I st i l l  t hi nk that i f a per son 

wanted somethi ng badl y enough a mere $10.00 a month woul dn't have 

stopped hi m. Why we coul d have saved t hat much on food al one i f 
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nec es s ar y i f  we had cut  down on t he amount  of  i mpor t ed J apanese 

f oods consumed. Maybe i t  was nec es s ar y t o keep a dozen men on t he 

pl ace whi l e t he l and wasj bei ng devel oped and dur i r f e har ves t  "but  I  

wonder  i f  a har der  mor e s e l f i s h man c o u l dn ' t  have t ac t f u l l y got t en 

r i d o f  some of  t he soaker s who st ayed on l a t er . 

Dad was t he younges t  i n h i s f ami l y and h i s o l des t  br o t her  

was p r ac t i c a l l y o l d enough t o be h i s f a t her . Wi t h t he advent ur e 

bug i n hi m he came t o t h i s count r y when he was 19 and t hen went  

back and f o r t h a coupl e of  t i me bet ween t he next  10- 14 year s unt i l  

he f i n a l l y got  mar r i ed and s et t l ed down. I n h i s younger  days he 

wor ked at  v ar i ous p l ac es such as sawmi l l s and kl i fehough he was n ' t  

i n f l uenc ed by some of  t he bad company t hey di d t ake advant age of  

hi m, even year s l a t e r . Dad i s a man wi t hout  any v i ces , unl es s smok-

i ng coul d be c al l ed one, and he i s t oo hones t  and uns e l f i s h t o be 

a shr ewd bus i nes s man. When, men t ag hi m f o r  a l oan he nat ur al l y 

c an ' t  r ef us e and when depr es s i o n came ar ound and t i mes got  har d 

some of  t hes e bat c hel o r  d r i f t e r s who used t o wor k wi t h hi m t wo 

dec ades ear l i e r  woul d come ar ound f r i t h t he sob s t or y t hat  t hey 

d i d n ' t  have any p l ac e t o go and coul d, we put  t hem up. Se l f i s h 

peopl e wi t h mor e t han we had woul d have r ef us ed but  I  admi r e t he 

gener ous s p i r i t  i n Dad but  even gener os i t y can go t oo f a r . The 

p l ac e of  J apanese women i s de f i n i t e l y a subor di nat e one and Mo t her ' s 

was n ' t  unus ual l y so but  at  l eas t  av er age. Dad wfi>uld consul t  her  

about  t he mat t er  j us t  as a r out i ne t h i ng but  i t  was obv i ous t hat  

what  she s ai d wo u l dn ' t  i n f l uenc e hi m much and sHsknew i t  t o o . 

Hav i ng t o cook and wash f o r  some of  t hose i ns o l ent  men and k eepi ng 

t hem s uppl i ed wi t h dr i nk s i s no ho l i day and i f  I  had been o l der  

I  woul d have t o l d t hem t o f i nd l odgi ngs el sewher e or  show mor e 

pr oper  behav i o r . But  even t hen v/hi l e t hey i r r i t a t ed me I  f e l t  



- 7-

sor r y f o r  t hem when I  t hought  of  t he l onel y des o l at e l i f e t hey 

l ed . Regar dl es s 'of  what  men may say about  t he t eedom of  s t ay i ng 

s i ng l e , es pec i a l l y under f adver se c o ndi t i o ns cel i bacy can be a wi s t -

f u l  l i f e at  bes t . Numer ous men have bad habi t s but  mar r i age br i ngs 

r es po ns i b i l i t y and t he nec es s i t y of  do i ng bet t er  when t her e ar e 

a l o t  of  l i t t l e ones t o pr ov i de f o r . Ther e i s al s o mor e mot i va-

t i o n t o wor k har d and i mpr ove o ne ' s s t at us . The i s s e i  met  many 

f r us t r at i o ns no doubt  but  f o r  t he mi gr ant  bat ches, or  s i t  was a con-

t i nuous pr o c es s . Ther e i s n ' t  much p o s s i b i l i t y of  i mpr ov i ng when 

dr i nk i ng and gambl i ng ar e t he onl y p l eas ur es wi t f c no t hi ng bet t er  t o 

l ook f or war d t o . I f  i t  wer en ' t  f o r  ev ac uat i on tfcey woul d pr obabl y 

be s t i l l  wi t h us but  now we ' l l  pr obabl y never  see t hem aga i n . 

The most  cons t ant  soaker  i s i n t he s egr egat i on c ent er  wi t h p l ans 

of  r et ur n i ng t o t he Ol d Count r y wher e I  dar esay he c o u l dn ' t  be 

much happ i er . 

Comi ng bac k t o my l i f e , I  guess I ' v e l i v ed f cr hat  one mi ght  

c a l l  a s hel t er ed l i f e . Of  c o ur s e, I ' v e never  had any t hi ng handed 

t o me on a s i l v er  p l at t er  and I ' v e known what  har d wor k i s s i nc e 

ear l y c h i l dho o d. However , t her e has n ' t  been much t r agedy i n our  

f ami l y and I ' v e never  obser ved t he ugl y s i de of  l i f e . Mot her  an§ 

Dad as most  ot her  i s s e i *a r e not  amor ous , at  l eas t  out war dl y , but  

I ' m sur e t hey have been s t r i c t l y f a i t h f u l  t o each o t her . Anyway 

t hose t h i ngs wer e never  d i s c us s ed i n our  f ami l y so I  gr ew up i n 

compl et e i gno r anc e. When I  r ead of  some poor er  c l as s c h i l dr en 

who know a l l  about  t hose t h i ngs at  8, t hey must  be mor e a l er t  t han 

I  was . 

Per haps t he wor st  t r agedy t hat  s t r uck our  f ami l y was i n 1933 

when my l i t t l e 2% year  ol d s i s t er  mys t er i ous l y d i s appear ed. That  

was most  pec u l i ar  and t o t h i s day we do n ' t  know t he cause or  t he 
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out come. Needl es s t o s ay , a i l  po s s i b l e means wer e exhaus t ed i n 

a s ear c h. Two t heo r i es wer e adv anc ed�k i dnapp i ng and a pani cky 

hi t - and- r un dr i v er  h i d i ng her  body . The f or mer  was l i t t l e shor t  

of  r i d i c u l o us bec aus e anyone who t hought  we had enough money t o 

make such a vent ur e wor t hwhi l e must  have been c r azy and t h i s was 

conf i r med by t he f ac t  t hat  we r ec ei v ed no t hr eat eni ng no t es . The 

second t heor y was qui t e p l aus i b l e and Boy Scout s and bl oodhounds 

wer e engaged i n a s ear c h f o r  mi l es ar ound t he v i c i n i t y i n t he woods 

and undevel oped p l ac es . Thi s was i n December  and t he r ai n seemed 

t o have wi ped out  t he sceat  so t he bl oodhounds wer e i n e f f ec t i v e . 

Ever yday t her e woul d be car s par ked ar ound our  house f o r  mi l es 

and many peopl e v o l unt ar i l y o f f er ed t o hel p . The s her r f f  t hought  

someone wi ght  have done i t  vengeance but  t he l oop- hol e t her e was 

t hat  Dad d i d n ' t  have any enemi es who woul d do such a t h i ng . I n 

o r der  t & l eave no st one unt ur ned var i ous medi ums and s p i r i t u a l i s t s 

wer e c ons ul t ed but  a l l  t hei r  l eads t ur ned out  t o be f a l s e ones . 

So t o t h i s day t h i s r emai ns one of  t he unso l ved my s t er i es . 

Maybe t he s her i f f  and t he po l i c e wer e do i ng a l l  t hey coul d 

wi t h 

under  t he c i r cumst ances but  i n a l l  t he exper i enc e we had/ t hem 

t hey c er t a i n l y di d not  l i v e up t o t he nobl e wor ks por t r ayed of  

t hem i n det ec t i v e magaz i nes . P r i o r  t o t hat  we had v ar i ous t hef t s � 

but  r epo r t i ng t hem d i d n ' t  do much good and t he onl y adv i c e t hey 

coul d o f f e r  was t hat  we shoul d use bet t er  l o c k s . At  f i r s t  we wer e 

t oo t r us t i ng but  wi t h each t hef t  we got  mor e and mor ej l ock c ons c i ous . l  
I t  s t ar t ed wi t h l i t t l e i t ems such as a pound o f  but t er  or  meat , 

do l l ar s 

case of  condensed mi l k and ended up wi t h s ever al  hundr ed/~~wor t h 

of  j ewel r y and money. Ther e was a mot or  f o r  t hef c i r r i gat i ng syst em 

l oc at ed some di s t anc e f r om t he house and t he t h i ng was scr ewed 

down and must  have wei ghed over  a t on, but  nev er t hel es s t hat  d i d n ' t  
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s t op t he t h i ev es f r om br i ng i ng a t r uc k i n t he mi ddl e of  t he ni ght  

and c ar t i ng i t  o f f . That  was abs o l ut el y t he l as t  s t r aw ana f r om 

t hen on we wer e so c aut i ous t hat  t he c u l p r i t  d i d n ' t  have any mor e 

o ppo r t un i t i es . 

The year j f o l l owi ng my s i s t e r ' s d i s appear anc e, Dad had an appen-

dect omy whi ch bar el y spar ed h i s l i f e . He was i n bed a week wi t h 

a co l d p r i o r  t o t hat  and Mot her  unknowi ngl y made hi m t ak e c as t o r  

o i l  and put  a hot  wat er  bag on hi m so t hat  when t he at t ac k came, 

i t  was so acut e t hat  t he appendi x had al r eady bur s t  by t he t i me 

t he sur geon oper at ed, whi ch was j us t  t hr ee or  f our  hour s a f t e r  

he got  h i s f i r s t  at t ac k . The doc t o r s d i d n ' t  have much f a i t h i n 

h i s s ur v i v i ng but  mi r ac ul ous l y he pul l ed t hr ough i n f i ne f as h i o n 

and was r eady, t o come home i n t h£ee weeks ana wi t h i n a year  was 

as f i t  as he ever  was . Dad has qu i t e a f i ne bu i l d f o r  an i s s e i  

man, bei ng about  5 f t . 7 i n . t a l l  and wei ghi ng ov er  150 l b . (He 

c l ai ms he used t o wei gh 180 l b . i n h i s yout h but  i s get t i ng t hi n 

now. Unl i k e ot her  i s s e i , he pr ef er s br ead t o r i c e and sweet s t o 

d r i nk i ng . That  s ui t ed us k i ds f i ne bec ause he woul d al ways buy 

past ry and candy and t h i ngs l i k e t hat . When I  was smal l  I  coul d 

al ways expec t  an i ce cr eam cone when I  went  on a r̂ i de wi t h hi m. 

The onl y per s i s t ent  habi t s whi ch he had wer e smoki ng and go i ng 

t o l eague bas ebal l  games . Mot her  and I  t r i ed t o cur e hi m of  t he 

f or mer  hab i t .o nc e and we wer e s uc c es s f u l  f o r  one mont h but  t hen 

one of  h i s f r i ends s po i l ed i t  by o f f e r i ng hi m a c i gar et t e and i n-

s i s t i ng t hat  "one wo ul dn ' t  do any har m" and "your  wi f e wo n ' t  know" 

et c . So we dec i ded t he at t empt  was f ut i l ej because t he poor  man has 

t o have some enj oyment  i n l i f e . As f o r  ba l l  games, somet i mes Mot her  

woul d pr o t es t  when she want ed hi m t o do somet hi ng el s e on Sundays 

but  even bef o r e I  s t ar t ed schoo l  I  used t o go a l o ng wi t h hi m and 
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have a gr and t i me eat i ng i ce cr eai j  pop c o r n, pea£mt s£ r ed ho t s , et c . 

Then my br o t her  got  ol d enough t o go al ong so I  was gi v s n t he br ush-

o f f . (These men.) 

Chi l dhood i s an i mpor t ant  mol di ng per i od of  f ut ur e l i f e so 

a f ew mor e s i del i gh t s of  my i ns i gn i f i c an t  c h i l dho o d. The school  

I  at t ended was a r ur al  subur ban one and most | of  t he c h i l dr en wer e 

f r om homes of  smal l  bus i nes s men, wi t h a smal l  number  of  p r o f es s i o nal s 

and I t a l i an t r uc k f ar mer s . Ther e wer e on t he aver age t wo or  t hr ee 

n i s e i  c h i l dr en i n each gr ade. Mow t hat  I  have s t udi ed t he i nade-

quac i es of  many publ i c schoo l  sys t ems , I  r ea l i z e t hat  my t eac her s wer e 

pr obabl y no wor se t han aver age and my s t up i d i t y was r es po ns i bl e f o r  

t he bad gr ades I  go t . Thr oughout  school  we r ar e t he onl y r ac i a l  

mi nor i t y and t her e was n ' t  much f r i c t i o n . I n gr ade some of  t he 

t ough l ower  c l as s boys woul d c al l  us J aps j us t  t o s t ar t  a f i gh t  

so we had a f i ght  wi t h t hem. Somet i mes t hey t hr ew r ocks at  us and 

wer e pr et t y mean but  I  d i d n ' t  f ee l  ver y much i ns u l at ed i n a r ac i a l  

sense bec ause a f t er  a l l  t hey wer e j us t  i gnor ant  br at s and i t  was a 

c h i l d i s h f i gh t . The o t her  g i r l s i ns i s t ed on t e l l i n g t he t eac her  

and a l l  t hat  k i nd o f  s t u f f  but  I  c o u l dn ' t  see t he sense i n t hat . 

Ther e wer e onl y 20- 30 J apanes e f ami l i es i n our  communi t y f o r  a r adi us 

of  about  7 mi l es so i t  was n ' t  such a gr eat  c o nc ent r at i o n. I  s hal l  

l eav e t he d i s c us s i o n of  t hes e f ami l i es unt i l  l a t er  on i n my l i f e 

when I  got  t o under s t and t hem bet t er . 

Re l i g i o n i s one of  t he p er p l ex i t i es of  l i f e t o me and I  s ha l l  

el abo r at e on i t  l a t er . However , I  mi ght  say here-  t hat  my chi l d-

hood i nt r oduc t i on t o r e l i g i o n was t hr ough t he usual  c hannel  of  

pr o s el y t es but  I  d i d n ' t  t ake i t  s er i o us l y unt i l  t r agedy s t r uc k 

and t hen I  ear nes t l y pr ayed t hat  I  woul d make any s ac r i f i c e i f  

my s i s t er  c oul d onl y come bac k . The f o l l o wi ng year  when Dad was 
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i n t he hos p i t al  and ".ot her  went  t o see hi m ev er y / day , I  knew t he 

l o nel i nes s of  a mot her l ess home and got  some comf or t  f r om p l ay i ng 

t he o r gan. 

One of  t he er r o r s i n c h i l d psycho l ogy made i n my case was t he 

f o l l y of  po i nt i ng cut  t he good c har ac t er i s t i c s of  ot her  c h i l dr en 
be 

and t e l l i n g me t o / T i k e t hem. I t  woul d be l i t t l e shor t  of  mi r ac ul ous 

i f  any c h i l d meekl y di d t hat  wi t hout  dev el op i ng some ant agoni s m. 

Ot her  i s s e i s pr obabl y di d tfce same t h i ng bec ause some of  t hem who 

wer e c l o s e enough f r i ends of  my par ent s t o speak t o me l i k e t he i r  

c h i l d s ai d t he same t h i ng t o me. These compar i sons woul d r un some-

t h i ng M k e f o l l o ws : So and so i s so po l i t e and wel l - manner ed, 

ano t her  one get s good gf ades i n s c hoo l , s t i l l  ano t her  wor ks sc 

har d at  ho.me; why c an ' t  be l i k e t hem. A mal adj us t ed c h i l d who 

i s c ons t ant l y bei ng r emi nded of  t he f ac t  t hat  he i s n ' t  as good 

as ano t her  c h i l d i s n ' t  ver y l i k e l y t o get  good gr ades i n schoo l  
» 

nor  be po i s ed and wel l - manner ed. Ther e has t o be a mot i vat i on 

f o r  wo r k i ng har d o t her  t han knowi ng t hat  someone el s e whom you 

do n ' t  know ver y wel l  and do n ' t  admi r e does t hat . Once i n a wh i l e 

when I  was es pec i a l l y har d up f o r  a di me or  quar t er  I  woul d s l ave 

and Dad woul d r ewar d me wi t h a c o i n . Bes i des I ' m sur e t he per cen-

t a g e of  c h i l dr en who at  t he age of  8 knows how t o change s j baby's 

d i aper  and ha ̂ exper i enc ed t he bac k ache of  p i c k i ng s t r awber r i es 

i s n ' t  ver y l ar ge. (Who.se baby? Why my si st er -̂ s and br o t her *  ̂

of  c o u r s e . ) 

F i ght i ng i n t he f ami l y bet ween c h i l dr en i s qui t e a nat ur al  

t h i ng and I  d i d my shar e of  i t  unt i l  I  was 6 or  7. But  a f t er  t hat  

I  dec i ded t hat  i t  was n ' t  a ver y p r o f i t ab l e t h i ng t o do . I n t he 

f i r s t  p l ac e, I  be i n g t he o l des t  woul d be most  l i k el y , t o get  t he 

bl ame r egar dl es s of  whose f ai hl t  i t  was . Ehen my br o t her  was get -
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t i ng t ougher  and coul d pr obabl y beat  me i f  i t  came t o a f i gh t  t o 

t he f i n i s h . When i t  get s t o f chat ŝt age t her e i s l o s s of  t emper  

and r age i nvo l ved and t hose ar e s i gns of  weak nes s . Of  cour se I  

d i d n ' t  r a t i o na l i z e i t  i n t hose t er ms t hen. When my s i s t er  and 

br o t her  woul d f i ght  Mot her  woul d t e l l  t hem t o be l i k e me and qui t  

f i gh t i ng and I  wi shed she wo u l dn ' t  set  me up as an exampl e. 

I  mi ght  have l ed a sec l uded l i f e but  I 'm sur e I  was as mat ur e 

at  16 as Mot her  was at  25 when she came t o t hi s c ount r y . Fr om what  

s h e ' s t o l d me I  woul d sur mi se t hat  she was one of  t hes e peopl e 

who c onc ent r at ed on academi c t h i ngs and escaped t he c r ud i t i es of  

l i f e . She s t ayed wi t h r el at i v es whi l e she was go i ng t o h i gh school  

and was so homes i ck t hat  she c r i ed a l l  dur i ng c l as s f o r  t he f i r s t  

f ew week s . But  she was a good s t udent  and won many p r i z es , so 

she woul d t e l l  me when I  was n ' t  do i ng wel l  i n s c ho o l . She was 

t eac h i ng school  a f t e r  go i ng t o nor mal  school  a m d i d n ' t  get  mar r i ed 

un t i l  ar ound 25. When she came t o t h i s count r y she d i d n ' t  know 

t he f i r s t  t h i ng about  hous ek eepi ng, bo t h beaaus e of  t he s t r ange 

s ur r oundi ngs and t he s c ho l as t i c l i f e t o whi ch she had been accus -

t omed. But  dt  d i d n ' t  t ake her  l ong t o c at c h on bec aus e she had 

a t̂ eac her  an o l der  mar r i ed woman who had been i n t hi s , c ount r y f or  

a number  of  year s and who was t he "- go- get t er " t ype t hat  woul d ar gue 

wi t h her  husband as t o who wor e t he pant s i n t h e i r  f ami l y . Even 

y ear s l a t er  I  can r emember  somet i mes ehe woul d ac t  c h i l d i s b l i k e 

bei ng scar ed t o r ead myst er y s t o r i es at  ni ght  and I  woul d have 

t o gi v e her  some s i s t er l y adv i c e . (The l as t  sounds l i k e pur el y 

br aggi ng on my par t  and c an be i gno r ed . ) I ' l l  al ways hol d a t ender  

spot  i n my hear t  f o r  her  bec aus e she c o u l dn ' t  have been a bet t er  

mot her  under  t he c i r c ums t anc es . The f ami l y t i e and mat er nal  car e 

among J apanes e have been good i n most  c as es i n t h i s c ount r y . 
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Ado l es c enc e and Hi gh School  Day s 

Thi s pat i od of  my l i f e mi ght  be c al l ed one o f  a c er t a i n degr ee 

of  l i ber a t i o n . I  was gr ant ed mor e p r i v i l eges and l ear ned t o as s er t  

mysel f  t o get . r ay way mor e. Of  cour se t her e wer e t he us ual  pr obl ems 

o f  ado l es c enc e t o f ac e but  t hey a r en ' t  as bad as t hey ar e made out  

t o be . 

To begi n wi t h , I  was a smal l  t h i n c h i l d and was get t i ng di s -

cour aged bec aus e we got  wei ghed i n s choo l  ever y mont h and ever y 

mont h I  woul d be t he same. Then bi ni p, pr e- ado l escence and I  gai ned 

20 pounds i n hal f  a year  an d ' 10 i n anot her  hal f  a year  so I  passed 

Mot her  up and c ons i der ed mysel f  an adul t  who shoul d have some r i gh t s . 

Si ze seemed i mpor t ant  t o me bec aus e most  o f  t he c h i l dr en of  t he f r i ends 

of  my par ent s wer e o l der  t han I  was and my f o l k s wer e al ways com-

p l i ment i ng t hem on how t a l l  t hey had gr own, et c . Many peopl e t hought  

I  was about  t hr ee year s o l der  t han I  was t hen and I  f e l t  f l a t t e r ed . 

F i ve year s l a t er  my br o t her  ahd sur passed me i n s i ze and peopl e 

t hought  I  was h i s younger  s i s t er  and t hr ee year s yoi mger  t han I  

was and I  f e l t  f l a t t er ed t hen. Some, peopl e even t hought  Mot her  

was my b r o t h er ' s s i s t er  and what  a f l at t er y t hat  was f o r  her . 

Schoo l  l i f e al s o under went  an al most  compl et e change and I  

began t o get  al ong wi t h my t eac her s ! That  syst em wor ks i n c i r c l es . 

I f  a pup i l  does good wor k he get s p r a i s e f r om t he t eac her  and i s 

t husnmot i vat ed t o do bet t er  and so get s mor e pr ai s e and so on. And 

t he syst em al s o wor ks i n r ev er s e i n case when a pupi l  does poor  wor k . 

I n t he f i f t h gr ade I  had been r at ed j us t  aver age but  now t he t eac her s 

seemed t o t h i nk t hat  I  showed some pr omi se and adv i s ed me t o t ake 

academi c s ubj ec t s i n hi gh schoo l  and go on t o c o l l ege. Mot her  

want ed me t o t ake home economi cs and Dad t hought  I  shoul d t ake 

commer c i al  s ubj ec t s so I  coul d t ake car e of  h i s cor r espondence 
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so I  ended up by t ak i ng a c ombi nat i on o f  a l l  t h r ee. A t eac her ' s 

oet  i n gr ade sdhool  i s an unpopul ar  c h i l d but  i n h i gh schoo l  t her e 
be 

a r en ' t  supposed t o / s uc h t h i ngs . I n h i gh school  as wel l  as i n t he 

gr ades t her e wer e a l l  k i nds o f  t eac her s � f r i endl y ones , i mper sonal  

ones and neur o t i c s . Teac her s ar e onl y human bei ngs t r y i ng t o make 

i f i g a l i v i n g agai ns t  t he odds of  poor  s al ar y and c er t ai n occupa-

t i o nal  hazar ds and i f  s t udent s under s t ood t hat  and t r eat ed t eac her s 

ac c o r di ngl y t hey woul d pr obabl y get  al ong a l o t  be t t e r . I  d i d n ' t  but  

t h i nk about  t hat  t hen/ d i d l i t t l e t h i ngs f o r  some of  t he n i c er  t ea-

cher s and fehe f o l k s no l onger  nagged me about  gr ades so schoo l  was . 

qu i t e en j o y ab l e, t o t he ext ent  t hat  I  spent  some ext r a t i me t her e. 

The J apanes e as s r̂ ace have a l o t  o f  p r i de and ambi t i on and 

some of  t hem wer e br aggi ng about  t h e i r  c h i l d r en , how hel p f u l  t hey 

we r e, howt aal ent ed and i n t e l l i gent  but  my f o l k s v /er en't  t hat  k i nd. 

I ns t ead when ot her  peopl e pr ai s ed us t hey d i s c r eet l y sai d t hat  we 

d i d n ' t  amount  t o much i n t he Or i ent a l  manner . I  pr ef er r ed i t  t hat  

way bec aus e o s t ent at i on i s bad t as t e. 

Ther e was a l i t t l e one r oom J apanes e l anguage school  i n our  

communi t y and I  put  i n my t i me t her e a l o ng wi t h t he ot her s f o r  

a per i od of  some ni ne y ear s , once a week . F o r  t he f i r s t  ei ght  year s 

we had an i s s e i  woman f o r  a t eac her  and I  t hought  she s t r es s ed t he 

h i s t o r i c a l  aspec t  t oo much. Anyway " t i p s c hoo l " as we c al l ed i t  

was a p l ac e of  conf i nement  f o r  us whi l e t he ot her s had Sat ur day 

t o pl ay so we made t he best j of  i t  under  t he c i r c umst anc es whi c h 

meant  t hat  we bar el y di d enough t o get  by . Now i t  seems r egr et -

f u l  t hat  I  was t ed a l l  t hat  t i me and do n ' t  evenkknow as much as 

ser v i cemen who ar e t r a i n i ng f o r  i n t e l l i genc e and must  l ear n 50- 60 

wor ds each n i gh t . I t ' s a j ob ever y t i ne I  have t o wr i t e t o my 

f o l k s now. 
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Mo t i v at i o n i s a gr eat  f ac t o r  i n l ear n i ng and I  l ear ned mor e 

dur i ng t he l as t  year  t han I  d i d i n a l l  t he pr ev i ous year s combi ned. 

T h a t ' s when we got  t he k i bei  t eac her  who was wor k i ng h i s way t hr ough 

c o l l ege. I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e, he was much mor e Amer i c ani zed and made 

t he mat er i al  mor e i n t er es t i ng . Then he used t he equi pment  of  p r ai s e 

much mor e. Ke was pr ogr es s i v e and made me f eel  t hat  i t  was wor t h-

wh i l e t o ac c ompl i sh t h i ngs . Rat her  t han l ear n a l o t  of  wor ds whi ch 

ar e used i n o r di nar y c onv er s at i on and spend much t i me s t udy i ng 

Or i ent a l  c u l t u r e, I  t hought  i t  was mor e p r ac t i c a l  t o pr ac t i c e t r ans -

l a t i o n so he l et  me do as I  wi s hed. I n t hat  one- r oom school r oom 

t her e was anot her  g i r l  who was f our  year s o l der  t han I  was who 

was i n t he same c l as s I  was . We l l , t he t eac her  t o l d my mot her  

t hat  he t hought  I  was br i gh t er  t han she was so t hat  was ver y pl eas -

i ng t o my ego . I  woul d as k hi m a l l  s o r t s of  ques t i ons and get  

p l eas ur e out  of  s t umpi ng hi m. That  was okay bec ause he l i k ed t hat  

k i nd of  s p i r i t . But  I  knew some of  t he f el l ows whom he used t o 

pal  wi t h at  c o l l ege and t r eat ed hi m j us t  l i k e one of  t hem so he 

had t o put  me i n my p l ac e. Those wer e pr et t y good day s . I  d i d n ' t  

t ake advant age of  i t  ver y much but  t hat  man t aught  me some t h i ngs 

i n decency and et i quet t e and s i nc e t hen I  have had t he ut most  r es-

pect  f o r  Amer i c ani zed k i b e i s . I  t h i nk aj few year s spent  i n J apan 

does much t o i mpr ove a per s o n ' s c har ac t er , al ways wi t h t he condi -

t i o n of  c our se t hat  i t  i s spent  i n f av o r abl e env i r onment . 

Ac c o r di ng t o J apanes e et i quet t e t ear i ng o ne ' s el der s apar t  

i s not  ni c e ana t hus f ar  I  have commi t t ed many f aux pas so I  mi ght  

as wel l  go one s t ep f ur t her  and c r i t i c i z e some of  t he i s s e i s who 

l i v ed i n our  communi t y. F r i c t i o n a did c o n f l i c t  among peopl e i s ar e 

not  r es t r i c t ed t o i s s e i s but  t hey seem t o cop t he p r i z e . Ther e 

al ways seemed t o be some pet t y ar gument s go i ng on unt i l  I  t hought  
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ever yone must  be c r azy except  Dad among t hose i s s e i s . The t r oubl e 

pr obabl y was t hat  t her e was a d i v er s i t y of  per s o nal i t i es and a 

mi ni mum of  compr omi se. Ther e was one hot - t emper ed man who had t o 

be pamper ed, anot her  l i k ed t o show o f f  h i s pr et ent i ous weal t h , 

anot her  i ns i s t ed on bei ng t he " l i o n " of  t he l o t , anot her  was f or mal  

wi t h l i t t l e sense of  humor  and t ook ev er y t h i ng l i t e r a l l y . Ther e 

wer e ot her s who made a mount ai n out  of  a mo l ehi l l  and had not hi ng 

bet t er  t o do t han be t he gr apev i ne t o spr ead go s s i p . Ther e was 

one man who was al ways bor r owi ng money but  he had enough t o dr es s 

hi s daught er  i n f i ner y and send h i s wi f e on a t r i p . The maj o r i t y 

of  t hose peopl e wer e non- Chr i s t i ans and one so- cal l ed Chr i s t i an 

man pr o f es s ed t hat  he was bet t er  t han "t hos e a t h e i s t s . " A l l  t h i s 

c r i t i c i s m whi c h i s not  c ons t r uc t i v e sounds ver y c at t y but  t he po i nt  

I  am r a i s i ng i s why di d t hes e men act  t he way t hey d i d . I s such 

behav i o r  common i n a l l  s o c i et i es ? The des i r e f o r  power  and pr es t i ge 

i s un i v er s al  and t her e ar e apt  t o be c o n f l i c t s when many men s t r i v e 
a t t a i n 

f o r  one goal  and onl y a s el ec t ed f ew can aeqwi «© i t . Th i s was 

f ur t her  h e i g h t e n e d i n t he above case by t he f ac t  t hat  many o f  

t hes e men wer e f r us t r at ed. They wer e most l y s nai l  f ar mer s or  hor -

t i c u l t u r i s t s . They want ed somet hi ng mor e but  t her e wer e t oo many 

ba r r i e r s . F o r t unat el y , Dad i s not , t he ambi t i ous k i nd so he was n ' t  

i n f l uenc ed mtnrh . He was us ual l y t he ar b i t er  and l i t t l e p i c t ur es 

have b i g eyes and / e a r s , t hat ' ¿ ho w come I  happen t o know so much. 

The adver se ef f ec t s of  ado l es c enc e wer e t hat  I  hat ed house-

wor k and avo i ded i t  as much as I  c oul d. Then on Sat ur days and 

Sundays I  wo u l dn ' t  get  up un t i l  noon so I  was n ' t  much use ar ound 

t he hous e. Mot her  and Dad wer e al ways c ompl ai ni ng t hat  I  was a 

bad i n f l uenc e on my s i s t e r . I  c o u l dn ' t  s t and wo r k i ng out  i n t he 

f i e l ds e i t her . I t  was n ' t  so bad when we had a l ot  of  hands and 
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we c oul d morej or  l es s j us t  s uper v i s e t hem but  when we had J us t i ne or  

t wo men we had t o do most  of  t he wor k o ur s el v es . The maj o r i t y of  

t he F i l i p i n o s , i s s e i s and k i be i s t hat  wor ked f o r  us wer en ' t  exper i enc ed 

i n f ar m wor k t hat j was p l a i n bec aus e t hey wer e a f r a i d of  hor ses and 

c o u l dn ' t  £ven dr i v e a c ar . So I  dec i ded t hat  I  was n ' t  cut  out  f o r  

f ar m wor k and hat ed i t  but  t he f l o wer i ng c her r i es , r ose bushes and 

a l l  t he v ar i ous ot her  shr ubs and ever gr eens we had pr es ent ed a ver y 

beau t i f u l  s i ght  when t hey wer e i n bl oom. Anot her  advant age was t hat  

we us ual l y r ai s ed a smal l  quant i t y of  v eget abl es f o r  our  own use 

so c oul d al ways have f r es h v eget abl es . How I  mi ssk- t  now when we 

have t o pay aj f ant ast i c pr i c e f o r  o l d v eget abl es t hat  do n ' t  t as t e 

l i k e anyt hi ng1. 

At  any r at e , when I  was 16 and summei &̂cat i on came ar ound I  

dec i ded t hat  i t  woul d be good exper i enc e and s e l f - d i s c i p l i ne i f  

I  wor ked out  f o r  t he summer . So t hr ough an adver t i sement  I  got  

i nt o a good J ewi s h home. Al t hough I  had hear d some adver s e comment s 

on J ews I  had never  had any per s onal  exper i enc e wi t h J ews bef o r e 

and t hese peopl e wer en ' t  so bad. Of  c our s e, t he woman was a s l ave 

dr i v er  i f  t her e ev er  was one. She expec t ed me t o keep a 12 r oom 

house c l ean and do a l l  t he l aundr y and i r o n i ng, i nc l udi ng her  hus-

band ' s whi t e s h i r t s . Of  cour se I - d i dn ' t  know any t hi ng about  house-

wor k and hat ed t he wor k but  s t uck i t  out  f o r  t he summer  f o r  sel f -

d i s c i p l i n e and t o r et a i n my s el f - r es pec t  i n f i n i s h i n g what  I  s t ar t v -̂

By t he way t he woman kept  c r i t i c i z i n g me i t  seemed t hat  I  was n ' t  

do i ng any t hi ng r i gh t . But  I  guess I  was n ' t  so bad bec aus e when 

summer  v ac at i on was over  she asked me t o s t ay and go t o a school  

near  t her e. I  t o l d her  t hat  when school  s t ar t ed I  wo u l dn ' t  have 

any t i me t o wor k and bes i des I  woul d r at her  go t o my own s c hoo l . 

WThen next  summer  she c al l ed me up and want ed me t o come wor k f o r  
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her  agai n but  I  had ot her  pl ans t hen. She was ver y par t i c u l ar  and 

a har d dr i v er  but  ot her  t han t hat  she was a gr ac i ous hos t es s and 

qui t e r es pec t abl e. 

The f o l l o wi ng summer  I  went  t o summer  school  and s t ayed at  

anot her  home. Thi s p l ac e shoul d have been i n f i n i t e l y wor se bec ause 

t hey had f i v e smal l  c h i l dr en ages 5 t o 14 and t he house was j us t  as 

b i g . But  t he woman d i d n ' t  seem t o car e what  I  d i d . I f  t he house 

was n ' t  c l ean t he husband woul d come home and c l ean i t . The younger  

c h i l dr en wer e a pai n i n t he neck somet i me but  t he o l des t  boy es pec i al l y 

was a l o t  of  f un . We'd go swi mmi ng, pl ay c r oquet , go t o t he par k , 

et c . He'd hel p me make t he beds , show me how t o pl ay h i s gu i t ar , 

and when h i s f o l k s went  out  at  ni ght  we'd s t ay up r eadi ng j ok es . 

Thi s Mr s . M was n ' t  as gr andi os e as Mr s . G. whom I  wor ked f o r  bef o r e 

and she was mor e s t r i c t  wi t h her  c h i l d r en , maki ng t hem hel p me wi t h 

t he d i s h es , e t c . 

School  was very easy and work wasn't hard ei t her but the 

eigftt weeks of summer school  was over and the cr uci al  t ask of get-

t i n  ̂ out i nt o the wor l d came at l ast . My hi gh school  t eacher s had 

urged me to go on to col l ege and thought I woul d benef i t by such 

t r ai ni ng. I consi der ed i t but f i r st of al l  there was the f i nanc i al  

angl e to cope wi t h. I had l ooked forward to bei ng i ndependent for 

so l ong that i t seemed a supreme sacr i f i ce to have to go through 

anot her four year s of bei nu a st r uggl i ng st udent . Aski ng Sad for 

f i nanc i al  ai d was absol ut el y out because I was determi ned to be 

i ndependent . There was the al t er nat i ve of wor ki ng my way through 

but the uncer t ai nt y ahead of the four year s' work di dn' t l ook that 

ent i c i ng to me. I l ooked at the other ni sei s around me. Most col -

l ege gr aduat es were back at t hei r f at her 's shop or farm where they 

woul d have been even i f they hadn't got t en a B. A. degr ee. Yet 

ambi t i ous par ent s were sendi ng t hei r chi l dr en to col l ege and the 
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boys were goi ng up to Al aska every summer to work i n the sal mon 

canner i es. The ni sei  i n our communi ty were usual l y doi ng one of 

t hr ee t hi ngs. The espec i al l y br i l l i ant and ambi t i ous were goi ng 

on to col l ege. The average person was j ust st ayi ng home and hel pi ng 

wi t h the work. A few went to the ci t y and worked i n homes or smal l  

J apanese shops. 

I f I had i t to do over I woul d go st r ai ght to col l ege but then 

I thought the most i mportant t hi ng to do woul d be to expl or e the 

l abor mar ket . I det est ed meni al  j obs and for ni sei  to have to res-

t r i ct themsel ves to J apanese shops and of f i ces di dn' t of f er enough 

oppor t uni t i es. I had heard pl ent y about pr ej udi ce and di scr i mi nat i on 

and i n t he Nor thwest there i s no col ored probl em to speak of so we 

were the main t ar get s. There was no gr eat shor t age of l abor i n those 

pre- Pear l  Harbor days whi ch made thei task doubl y har d. 

There wasn't as st r ong a di scr i mi nat i on i n the Nor thwest as 

i n Cal i f or ni a of course because t her e wer en't as many of us and the 

J apanese di dn' t cont r ol  any i ndust r i es, whereas i n Cal i f or ni a they 

al most had a monopol y on the or chards i n Pl acer County and other par t s 

a mi nor i t y race but they wanted them to stay i n an i nf er i or posi -

t i on. These peopl e who ppeach tole- rance and are so condescendi ng 

make me si ck. The at t i t ude of the peopl e on the Pac i f i c Coast i n 

regard to mi nor i t y races i s si mi l ar to a Sout her ner 's at t i t ude to-

ward Negroes onl y i n a much smal l er degr ee. Unl i ke the Sout h, t her e 

i s no l egal  segr egat i on, at l east not unt i l  evacuat i on, and ther e 

are no f ool i sh r i t ual s of f l aunt i ng the whi t e man's supremacy by 

act s of r udeness. 

In commerci al  c l asses at school  t r ai ni ng for empl oyment was 

st r essed but the poi nt was too del i cat e f or t eacher s t o counsel  us 

about the handi caps of pr ej udi ce. There were onl y two or three 

of the st at e. The peopl e were t ol er ant , that 
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n i s e i  s t udent s i n our  c l as s es and al most  a l l  above aver age i n a b i l i t y . 

The consensus of  o p i n i o n i n t he J apanesej communi t  y was t hat  t her e 

was a s t r ong d i s c r i mi nat i o n i n i ndus t r y and i t  was al most  i mpos s i bl e 

f o r  a mi nor i t y gr oup t o get  any p l ac e. That  was t r ue but  t h i ngs 

al ways l ook eas i er  f r om f ar  o f f  and i f  t her e was r eal l y a d i s i l l u -

s i onment  t o f ac e I  f i gur ed i t  woul d be bet t er  t o f ace t he musi c 

i mmedi at el y r at her  t han l i v e i n an academi c wor l d anot her  f our  

y ear s . 

The empl oyment  s i t uat i o n was n ' t  much wor se t han I  had i magi ned 

but  i t  c er t a i n l y was n ' t  any bet t er  e i t h er . The l abo r  shor t age was n ' t  

acut e yet  so my d i f f i c u l t y pr obabl y was n ' t  ent i r e l y due t o di s c r i mi -

nat i o n . However , i t ' s a t ough nut  t o c r ack when t h er e ' s no pr e-

cedent  of  any per son wi t h a "f o r e i gn" l ook ever  bei ng admi t t ed t o 

depar t ment  s t o r es , i nvest ment  and bank i ng houses as wor k er s . At  

t hat  t i me t he onl y cases of  n i s e i  be i ng i n whi t e- c o l l ar  j obs wer e 

i n J apanese- oper at ed f i r ms and a f ew cases of  c i v i l  s er v i c e j obs . 

The maj o r i t y of  empl oyer s t hought  i t  bet t er  not  t o ment i on t he 

r ac î a l  angl e and mer el y t o l d me t her e wer e no v ac anc i es at  t he 

t i me. A f ew seemed t o be f l abber gas t ed t hat  I  shoul d have t he 

ner ve t o even appl y f o r  a j ob but  wer e ver y embar r assed when I  

asked t hem i f  t hey wer e pr ej udi c ed po i nt  b l ank . A f ew ot her s wer e 

sympat het i c of  our  handi c ap and t r i ed t o exp l a i n t o me j us t  what  
- L L KE 

caused peopl e t o be pr ej udi c ed agai ns t  anybody who d i d n ' t  l ook / t he 

maj o r i t y . I  was j us t  17 t hen but  t h i s was ver y good exper i enc e 

f o r  me i n r ace r el at i o ns and t h i s whol e pr obl em of  Amer i can mi nor i t y 

gr oups . A l l  t he t h i ngs I  had been hear i ng about  t he d i f f i c u l t i e s 

encount er ed by mi nor i t y gr oups was s t r i k i ng home f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me 

bec ause at  school  t he t heor y was t hat  a per s o n ' s pr ogr es s was gover ned 

by h i s own ab i l i t y and ef f o r t  and not hi ng e l s e . 

I  was do i ng t h i s exp l o r i ng a l l  on my own and d i d n ' t  even t e l l  
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r ny par ent s or  f r i ends about  i t  because I  d i dn ' t  waj r l n̂yone t o be 

d i s c o ur agi ng me. I t  was qui t e d i s c o ur agi ng anyway when I  hear d 

about  v ar i ous c l assmat es who had onl y been of  medi ocr e ab i l i t y i n 

school  get t i ng j obs i n v ar i ous def ens e p l ant s at  good s a l a r i es . 

I  somet i mes wonder  i f  d i s c r i mi nat i o n wi l l  be mi ni mi zed when t he 

k i ds of  our  gener at i on gr ow tip t o c ont r o l  i ndus t r y . Of  cour se 

compet i ng f o r  gr ades and honor s i n schoo l  i s qu i t e anot her  mat t er  

f r om compet i ng i n bus i nes s and t he number  of  Cauc as i an s t udent s 

who have had p l eas ant  as s o c i at i o ns wi t h n i s e i  s t udent s i n school  

i s onl y a smal l  mi nor i t y so i t  pr obabl y wo n ' t  make a gr eat  deal  

o f  d i f f e r enc e on account  o f  t hat  f ac t o r . 

Per haps i t ' s j us t  t he i nnocence and nai v et e of  yout h t h a t ' s 

so t ouc hi ng but  some of  my c l as s mat es un l i k e t he empl oyer s wer e 

enc o ur agi ng. One day whi l e I  was on my j ob hunt i ng exc ur s i o n I  

met  one of  t he f el l ows who had been our  c l as s or at or  i n t he empl oy-

ment  o f f i c e of  one of  t he bet t er  depar t ment  s t o r es . He s ai d he 

had been wor k i ng as sal esman dur i ng t he summer  and t hought  i t  shoul d 

be a c i nc h f o r  me t o get  a j ob. Anot her  f el l ow who had been our  

s t udent  body pr es i dent  t hought  I  was t he t ype who woul d get  p l ac es . 

Ther e was no r a c / i a l  pr obl em at  our  schoo l  so such an i dea pr obabl y 

was ni t  i n t hei r  r eal m of  t h i nk i ng . 

F i na l l y , as a l as t  r es or t  I  went  t o t he USES o f f i c e and t hey 
c l er i c a l  

o f f er ed me a / j o b i n t he publ i c school  sys t em. The s al ar y was n ' t  

so good  ̂ and t hey t o l d me f r ank l y t hat  i f  i t  wer en ' t  f o r  t he r ac i a l  

handi c ap I  shoul d be abl e t o get  a much bet t er  j ob. By t h i s t i me 

I  was i n no mood t o ar gue and agr eed t o t ake any t hi ng t hey o f f er ed . 

Thr ee mont hs l a t er  I  r ec ei ved a t el egr am o f f er i ng me a c i v i l  s er v i c e 

j ob i n Was hi ngt on, D. G. I  c ons i der ed t hat  but  some peopl e t o l d 

my par ent s t hat  t hey d i d n ' t  t h i nk i t  was a good i dea t o l et  a young 

g i r l  go o f f  a l o ne. Ther e was ano t her  n i s e i  g i r l  who had gone t o 
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Was hi ngt on some year s bef o r e and her  f at her  was al ways br aggi ng 

about  how good she was . Nev er t hel es s , I  hear d about  t he cr owéed 

hous i ng c ondi t i ons and f i na l l y dec i ded t hat  I  shoul d be abl e t o 

f i nd a compar abl e J ob i n my homet own wi t hout  go i ng ac r os s t he con-

t i nen t . So t hat  was t hat . 

Then came Pear l  Har bo r . The p l i ght  o f  t he n i s e i  had been d i f f i -

c ul t  a l l  al ong but  now i t  was mul t i p l i ed at  l eas t  t en f o l d . Peopl e 

seemed t o be mor e concer ned about  whet her  I  was a J apanese or  Chi nese 

so I  t o l d t hem I  was an Amer i c an. Ehe aver age per s on seemed t o be 

qui t e i gnor ant  about  t he J apanes e anyway. One boy who was p i ani s s i mo 

i n school  s t udi es but  t he suave and good danc er  t ype asked me i f  we 

had c l ans and sponsor ed danc es , et c . I  over hear d t wo women say i ng 

t hat  t hey knew a J apanese c l eaner  woman who had a son go i ng t o t he 

un i v er s i t y and t hey l ooked l i k e such n i c e peopl e "but  you never  can 

t e l l  about  t hese J ap anes e. " 

Bus i nes s went  on as usual  i n most  p l ac es but  t he J apanes e commu-

n i t y was on edge bec aus e men wer e c ons t ant l y bei ng pi c k ed up by t he 

F BI  f o r  no appar ent  r eas on. Some peopl e wer e r eput ed t o be i nf or mer s 

and wer e des pi s ed by ever yone. The exec ut i v e s ec r et ar y of  t he J ACL 

was one of  t hem and I  woul d l ook at  hi m and wonder  i f  he was r eal l y 

as bad as t hey s ai d he was . Ther e wer e abs o l ut el y no gr ounds f o r  

i n t er n i ng most  of  t hese i s s e i  men f o r  such i mper t i nent  r eas ons as 

s i mpl y s ubs c r i b i ng t o a c er t a i n magazi ne or  bei ng pr omi nent  i n t he i r  

communi t y. A f ew n i s ê i  d i d o f f er  t he i r  s er v i c es t o t he F BI  and 

F eder al  Communi cat i ons Commi ss i on but  I  do n ' t  know j us t  what  par t  

t hey pl ayed i n t he i nt er nment  of  t he i s s e i  and i f  t hey wer e mot i -

vat ed pur el y by pat r i o t i s m or  i f  monet ar y r enumer at i on had any t hi ng 

t o do wi t h i t . F i na l l y t he s i t uat i o n gcAo t he po i nt  wher e any i s s ei  

man who was n ' t  p i c k ed up was c ons i der ed not  i mpor t ant  and wor t h 

�í z&v much. 
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The i nt er nment  par t  d i d n ' t  concer n me ver y much because Dad 

was n ' t  i nt er ned and t he onl y t h i ng was t hat  I  f e l t  sor r y f o r  t he 

men who had been. However , t he war  br ought  me pl ent y of  my own 

t r oubl es t oo . One of  t hem was r ay p i ano . I  had al ways want ed one 

so when I  got  t o ear n i ng my own money I  dec i ded t o buy one. I  t o l d 

t he f o l k s about  i t  and t hey mer el y sai d I  coul d l ook ar ound but  t o 

t e l l  t hem bef o r e I  bought  i t . I  s ai d a l l  r i ght  but  one day at  a 

p i ano shop I  saw one t hat  I  s i mpl y c o u l dn ' t  pass up and I  was con-

v i nc ed t hat  I  woul d never  f i nd anot her  one l i k e i t  so I  gave t he 

sal esman 50  ̂ whi ch was a l l  I  coul d spar e at  t he t i me and t o l d hi m 

t o hol d i t  f o r  me. The next  day I  went  t o t he bank and got  out  

enough t o pay t he ba l anc e. Then I  went  home and t o l d t he f ami l y 

t hat  I  had bought  a pi ano and i t  woul d be del i v er ed i n a f ew day s . 

When I  f i r s t  ment i oned my p l an of  buy i ng i t  bef o r e Dad hadn ' t  pai d 

much at t ent i o n t o me but  now he was f u r i o us . Thi s was s hor t l y a f t er  

Pear l  Har bor  kwfc and t he cr y of  ev ac uat i on was al r eady soundi ng i n 

t he d i s t anc e but  t o me i t  seemed t hat  s uc h a t h i ng coul d never  ac-

t ua l l y happen. We l l , anyway Dad t o l d me i n no unc er t ai n t er ms t hat  

t h i s was a f i ne t i me t o be s pendi ng money on such a t hi ng ana why 

d i d n ' t  I  ask hi m bef o r e I  bought  i t . I  had al r eady made up my mi nd 

about  t he mat t er  and was n ' t  go i ng t o be pushed ar ound so I  s ai d 

t hat  j us t  bec ause t her e was a r emot e p o s s i b i l i t y of  ev ac uat i on t hat  

d i d n ' t  mean t hat  we shoul d a l l  s i t  ar ound wai t i ng f o r  i t  t o come. 

Bes i des I  was n ' t  as k i ng hi m t o pay f o r  i t  but  he s ai d t hat  was n ' t  

t he po i n t . However , I  got  h i n ar ound t o my way of  t h i nk i ng and I  

hear d hi m t e l l i n g Mot her  t hat  he admi r ed my spunk and he shoul d r eal l y 

have got t en i t  f o r  me ea r l i e r . So I  got  i t  but  ev ac uat i on d i d be-

come a r ea l i t y a f ew mont hs l a t er  so I  had t o s e l l  i t  at  a t r emendous 

l o s s but  I  made a p r o f i t  on t he o r gan. Ever yone was hav i ng t o s el l  

t he i r  equi pment  at  a l o s s t o ext o r t i o ner s so my l o s s was mi l d 
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compar ed t o some o t her s . I n f ac t , some of  t he weal t h i er  peopl e 

whose as s et s wer e f r o zen wer e al most  go i ng out  of  t hei r  mi nds . For  

t he f i r s t  t i me, i t  was al most  bet t er  t o be poor . 

I  al s o had my exper i enc e wi t h a hy s t er i c a l  gr oup of  women whose 

k i nd ar e al ways t r oubl e maker s . A f t er  I  had got t en i nt o t he Seat t l e 

P ubl i c School  sys t em, s ev er al  ot her  n i s e i  g i r l s had been pl aced i n 

s i mi l ar  po s i t i o ns . When war  br oke o ut / a bunc h of  women i n a c er t a i n 

nei ghbor hood wher e a n i s e i  g i r l  was empl oyed i n t he school  concoc t ed 

t he i dea t hat  t he n i s ei  g i r l s wer e po t ent i a l l y danger ous . For  i n-

s t anc e, dur i ng a i r  r ai d d r i l l s t hey mi ght  at t empt  ac t s o f  s abot age. 

The i dea was f ant as t i c but  t hes e i d l e women went  ar ound get t i ng a 

pet i t i o n s i gned ana t he t h i ng was pub l i c i z ed i n t he news paper s . I f  

I  had been i nvo l ved i n i t  al one I  was of  a mi nd t o f i ght  i t  out . 

I f  we had f ought  i t  out  t he schoo l  boar d woul d have been pl ac ed i n 

t he embar r as s i ng po s i t i o n of  hav i ng t o f i r e us bec aus e some of  t he 

women wer e pr omi nent  i n P . - T . A . and i t  was i mpor t ant  t o mai nt ai n 

t he i r  go o dwi l l . The i s sue was bei ng k i c k ed ar ound l i k e a p o l i t i c a l  

f o o t bal l  wi t h wi de pub l i c i t y i n t he paper s ever y day . T her ef o r e, 

t he J ACL s t epped i n and adv i s ed us t hat  t he bes t  t h i ng was t o r es i gn 

bef o r e i t  got  any f u r t her . Some of  t he g i r l s wer e bus i nes s c o l l ege 

gr aduat es and c o nt r i but i ng t o t he suppor t  of  t he i r  f ami l y so t h i s 

was a t ough deal  but  t her e was no ot her  a l t er nat i v e . The women who 

had been ac t i v e i n t he pet i t i o n t hanked us f o r  our  c ooper at i on and 

bei ng t hei r  k i nd pr obabl y t hought  t h i s was anot her  v i c t o r y won. 

The f ut ur e l ooked dar k and unc er t ai n t o me t hen. The t a l k of  

ev ac uat i on was get t i ng l ouder  but  hadn ' t  become a c er t ai nt y y et . 

I  d i d n ' t  want  t o s i t  at  home i d l e so I  got  a par t  t i me MYA o f f i c e 

j ob and vo l unt eer ed my s er v i c es at  t he J ACL w&er e most  of  t he t a l k 

was about  ev ac uat i o n/ whi c h was get t i ng t o be mor e and mor e a r ea l i t y . 

, T he 8 o ' c l o c k cur f ew o r der  went  i nt o ef f ec t  about  a mont h l a t er . 
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Ther e was a c l aus e i n t hat  cur f ew or der  whi c h al s o pr o h i bi t ed t r avel -

l i ng mor e t han f i v e mi l es . Th i s was n ' t  publ i s hed c l ear l y as t o 

whet her  i t  was per mi s s i bl e i n go i ng t o and f r om wor k , et c . At  t h i s 

t i me I  was s t ay i ng i n t he c i t y wi t h one o f  my f or mer  t eac her s 

and had been go i ng home on week ends . I  was n ' t  sur e whet her  t hat  

coul d be cons t r ued as go i ng t o and f r om wor k so c al l ed up t he EBI  

t o ask t hem. The F BI  has done some good wor k i n br i ngi ng c r i mi nal s 

t o j us t i c e but  t he man who answer ed t he phone when I  c a l l ed was so 

i gnor ant  he c o u l dn ' t  answer  any of  my ques t i ons s a t i s f ac t o r i l y . 

That  i r r i t a t ed me so much t hat  I  t o l d hi m i f  he c o u l dn ' t  exp l a i n 

t he l av/ t o me any bet t er  t han t hat  what  di d t hey i nt end do i ng t o 

me i f  I  br oke t he l aw. Then he changed h i s t one and asked me what  

my name was and I  s ai d t hat  was bes i de t he po i nt  bec aus e I  was j us t  

as k i ng f o r  i nf o r mat i on and hadn ' t  br ok en any l aw. Af t er  I  hung up 

t hey t r aced my c a l l  and want ed t o speak t o Mr . R . t he man of  t he 

hous e. He was n ' t  home and ER t he t eac her  I  was s t ay i ng wi t h di s -

c r eet l y t o l d t he man t hat  I  was j us t  a f r i ght ened c hi l d and d i dn ' t  

mean any har m. Regar dl es s of  who was r i ght  or  wr ong t h i s was no 

t i me t o be f o i l i n g wi t h t he F BI  and I  d i d n ' t  want  t o get  my f r i ends 

i nt o t r oubl e so dec i ded t o come home r i ght  away. Evac uat i on was 

an ac t ua l i t y now but  s t i l l  t her e was anot her  mont h and s i nc e I  coul d-

n ' t  go i nt o t he c i t y I  t hought  t he onl y t h i ng t o do was t o t ake 

PG-  wor k at  s c hoo l . So I  t ook a mont h of  geomet r y and got  a semes-

t e r ' s c r edi t  whi ch i s r equi r ed f o r  c o l l ege ent r anc e. I  a l s o t ook 

Spani s h and bookkeepi ng but  d i d n ' t  bo t her  t o get  c r edi t s i n t ho s e. 

Ev ac uat i on ana Rel oc at i on 

The f i r s t  gr oup t o be evac uat ed f r om t he Nor t hwest  ar ea wer e 

t he peopl e f r om Bai nbr i dge I s l and wher e I  used t o go campi ng. St r aw-

ber r i es wer e t he mai n c r op t her e and t he J apanese wer e go t t en out  

t her e i n a hur r y bec ause t her e was an i mpor t ant  r adi o base t her e. 
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They were sent to Manzanar to be a smal l  mi nor i t y among the Cal i -

f or ni ans wi t h whom "i t was so hard to get al ong" and we f el t sor ry 

for them. The papul us of Seat t l e pr oper were sent to Puyal l up where 

the annual  st at e f ai r was hel d. We bei ng j ust out of the ci t y l i mi t s 

were shi pped to t hat God- forsaken hot  ̂ bel t cal l ed Pi nedal e near 

the ci t y of Fr esno, Cal i f or ni a, al ong wi t h the peopl e from the Whi te 

Ri ver Val l ey and Tacoma. A smal l  number from the out l yi ng di st r i c t s 

of Sacramento l at er j oi ned us and we di dn' t get al ong so wel l  t oget her 

al t hough I got to know a few who I thought were ni ce. 

The two months spent at Pi nedal e were l i t t l e short of a ni ght mar e. 

Some wel l  meani ng f r i ends i n Seat t l e 6ol d me that I shoul d take ad-

vant age of t hi s uni que exper i ence and wr i t e a book but I was i n no 

mood f or such an under t aki ng. To begi n wi t h, the heat was t er r i f i c . 

When the thermometer jumped to 120 aid 125° F. i t was hard to be ener-

get i c enough f or anyt hi ng because i t was a ful l - t i me j ob j ust keepi ng 

your face dr y. Many peopl e f ai nt ed whi l e st andi ng i n mess l i ne. 

Meet i ng peopl e and maki ng new f r i ends was one good poi nt but I pro-

babl y made enemi es t oo. I 'm cer t ai n I made one�a concei t ed hypo-

c r i t e who thought hi s past wi t h the Sumi tomo Bank made him a # 

somebody who coul d boss peopl e ar ound. He and I had more run- i ns 

unt i l  f i nal l y even hi s wi f e woul dn't speak to me. I used to t hi nk 

i t mi ght be my f aul t but nobody el se got al ong wi t h him ei t her so 

i t ' s under st andabl e why peopl e from hi s hometown shoul d campai gn 

agai nst him al t hough I thought they were unf ai r when he f i r st t ol d 

me about i t bef or e we got to be enemi es. 

Al l  i n al l  those two months kept me qui t e busy and I wasn't 

too mi ser abl e but di dn' t regret l eavi ng the pl ace ei t her . I was 

secr et ar y to the super vi sor who cont r ol l ed most of the pol i c i es 
peopl e 

about who got what , et c . and when/wanted t hi ngs t hey'd come 

to me and expect me to pul l  the st r i ngs for them and other s cal l ed 
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me a p r i v i l eged c har ac t er  behi nd my bac k . One ol d i s s e i  woman asked 

me t o do somet hi ng whi ch was a l i t t j f e unr eas onabl e so I  t o l d her  

t hat  i n a pl ac e l i k e t h i s one s ho u l dn ' t  expec t  t o get  ev er y t hi ng 

and be pr epar ed t o put  up wi t h a l i t t l e i nc onv eni enc e. She d i d n ' t  

say any t hi ng t o me d i r ec t l y but  p l ent y was s ai d behi nd my back I  

under s t and. The k i ds want ed a dance ha l l  and t hought  I  c oul d t al k 

t he bos s i nt o g i v i ng t hem one. One unf o r t unat e f el l ow had been 
i n 

separ at ed f r om h i s wi f e who was / ano t her  camp and ever y day he 'd 

come i n beggi ng t o be t r ans f er r ed so he coul d be wi t h her . 

Much l as been wr i t t en ateout  r e l o c at i o n c ent er s and bec aus e of  

t he t i me el ement  I  wi l l  be b r i e f  about  t h i s phase of  casp l i f e . 

Ther e wasl t he us ual  t r oubl e about  s ec t i onal i s m at  f i r s t  but  a f t er  

a wh i l e ever yone got  al ong wel l  t o get her . They had t o bec aus e we 

wer e t o s t ay t her e a y ear . Dur i ng r eg i s t r at i o n Tul e was no t o r i ous 

f o r  i t s out br eaks f o r  v ar i ous r eas ons and t her e wer e v ar i o us ot her  

f ac t o r s i n human r el at i o ns whi c h I  i nt end t o t ake up i n de t a i l  i n 

anot her  paper  so wi l l  omi t  t hem her e. 

Our  f i r s t  i mpr ess i on of  t he assembl y c ent er  was a depr es s i ng 

one and we wer e s ur pr i s ed at  f i r s t  at  t he hugeness of  t he r el o c at i o n 

c ent er . Ther e was an oppor t uni t y t o make mor e f r i ends but  t he s i ze 

of  t he p l ac e made i t  qui t e a t as k go i ng f r om one end t o anot her  

but  i t  was done. I n a s i t uat i o n wher e many peopl e wer e dev el o p i ng 

bad wor k habi t s t he r ec r eat i o n c ent er  was conspi cuous f o r  l ax hour s 

and c ar ef r ee behav i o r . Thi s s ec t i on whi c h I  was connec t ed wi t h f o r  

seven mont hs was us ual l y a k n i t t i ng c ent er  f o r  g i r l s wher e r e f r e s h -

ment s wer e ser ved ever y af t er no o n. But  t her e was no deny i ng t hat  

t he r ec r eat i o nal  pr ogr am wasl good. At  t he end o f  seven mont hs I  

t hought  i t  woul d be advant ageous t o dev el op bet t er  wor k habi t s al -

t hough t h i s was f un and dec i ded t eac h i ng woul d be good pr ac t i c e 

even i f  I  wo ul dn' t  choose t hat  as a p r o f es s i o n . However , one vesk 
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of  c opi ng wi t h j uni o r  h i gh schoo l  s t udent s was t oo much so I  t r ans -

f er r ed t o adul t  educ at i on whi ch was much mor e f un. Ther e was no 

d i s c i p l i n e pr obl em t o deal  wi t h and t he s t udent s came of  t he i r  own 

f r £e wi l l  and wer e r eal l y anx i ous t o l ear n . I  kept  at  t hat  j ob f o r  

f i v e mont hs whi ch was j us t  l ong enough t o compl et e an ac c el er at ed 

shor t hand and t y p i ng c our s e. I n my advanced c l as s es t her e wer e some 

who had been t o bus i nes s c o l l ege and knew mor e about  i t  t han I  di d 

so I  t o l d t hem t hat  i f  t hey d i d n ' t  agr ee me t hey coul d say so any 

t i me and we woul d d i s c us s i t . The onl y f l y i n t he oi nt ment  was 

t he s uper v i s o r  of  trhe depar t ment  who seemed t o be mor e concer ned 

about  how many hour s we put  i nt o t eac hi ng r at her  t han what  ef f ec -

t i vemet hods we used and how wel l  t he s t udent s l ear ned. I  d i d n ' t  

car e f o r  t hat  so d i d n ' t  go out  of  my way t o t r y t o p l eas e her  so 

i n one of  t he r ef er enc es she wr ot e about  me, whi ch i nc i dent a l l y I  

was n ' t  supposed t o see, she s ai d I  had c o ns i der abl e ab i l i t y i n or -

gan i z i ng t he t eac hi ng mat er i al  and was pr epo s s es s i ng i n manner  but  

s t ubbor n and t oo sur e of  my s el f . 

Then Tul e was dec l ar ed t o be t he s egr egat i o n c ent er  so we wer e 

t r ans f er r ed t o Hear t  Mount ai n wher e I  onl y s t ayed about  t hr ee week s . 

Dur i ng t he cour se o f  s egr egat i on t her e wer e har dl y any ac t i v i t i e s 

go i ng on and Hear t  Mount ai n seemed t o be a "dead" p l ac e. Tul e pr o-

babl y had i t  over  a l l  t he o t her  cent er s when i t  came t o s o c i a l  ac-

t i v i t i e s anyway. I  wor ked i n t he F i r e Depar t ment  but  "wor k ed" i s 

mi s s t at i ng t he f ac t s a l i t t l e , I  was j us t  connec t ed wi t h t hat  depar t -

ment  and t he boss had a pr ec onc ei ved no t i o n t hat  I  had ab i l i t y and 

d i d n ' t  i n s i s t  on my pr ov i ng i t . Hear i ngs f o r  ques t i onabl e c ases 

wer e bei ng hel d and I v as asked t o r ecor d / some of  t hem. I  t hought  

i f  I  s t ayed t her e l ong enough I  woul d l i k e t o do some communi t y ana-

l y s i s but  t he s uper v i s o r  of  t hat  depar t ment  l e f t  f o r  a un i v er s i t y i n 

Canada and I  al s o l e f t  f o r  Chi c ago . My comi ng t o Chi cago was j us t  
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one of  t hose t h i ngs t hat  happened by chance and I  coul d j ust /ks wel l  

have l anded i n Kansas Ci t y or  To l edo . I  had been f eedi ng t he r el oca-

t i o n i dea t o my f o l k s a l l  a l o ng but  t hey had been k eepi ng me back 

wi t h t he ar gument  t hat  i t  was n ' t  s af e f o r  young g i r l s t o be out  a l o ne, 

et c . By s egr egat i o n t i me I  was so f ed up wi t h camp l i f e t hat  I  was 

wi l l i n g t o t ak e t he f i r s t  chance out . I  had i nv es t i gat ed v ar i ous 

empl oyment  p o s s i b i l i t i e s bef o r e but  i n most  c ases t he s al ar y was n ' t  

qui t e what  I  t hought  i t  shoul d be. Al t hough I  was n ' t  r ea l l y s er i ous 

about  j o i n i ng t he Wac s , when t he r ec r u i t er s came i n I  t ook t hei r  

apt i t ude t es t  and came out  wi t h dpat i ng of  e l i g i b l e f o r  o f f i c e r  

c anu i dat e. But  I  got  out  of  t hat  one by s ay i ng t hat  I  was n ' t  o l d 

enough and my par ent s mi ght  not  appr ove, as i ndeed t hey d i d n ' t . 

I  had al s o i nv es t i gat ed c o l l ege p o s s i b i l i t i e s and had been o f f er ed 

a s c ho l ar s h i p but  j us t  was n ' t  i n a| schol ar l y mood t hen. 

But  at  Hear t  Mount ai n I  wqs set  on l eav i ng t hat  des o l at e p l ac e 

and t he f i r s t  r epl y I  got  t o t he v ar i ous empl oyment  i nqu i r i es t ur ned 

out  t o be f r om SBH. They sent  me a s pec i al  de l i v er y l e t t e r  quo t i ng 

t he sal ar y r ange so I  wi r ed c o l l ec t  t hat  I  woul d go f o r  t he maxi mum 

quot ed and guar ant eed l i v i n g accommodat i ons . They wi r ed bac k t hat  

accommodat i ons wer e av a i l ab l e and want ed me t o come i mmedi at el y 

so I  dec i ded t hat  t h i s t i me t her e woul d be no mor e s t a l l i ng ar ound. 

Chi cago i s no bet t er  or  wor se t han what  I  had i magi ned i t  woul d 

be. L i k e any l ar ge c i t y es pec i a l l y i n war  t i me i t  i s c r owded, no i s y , 

and d i r t y . Unl i k e t he f r i end l y smal l  t own t he peopl e t end t o be 

much mor e i mper sonal  and you sel dom get  t o know a l l  t he peopl e who 

l i v e i n t he same apar t ment  bu i l d i ng ev en. But  a l ar ge c i t y has t he 

advant age of  bei ng mor e c onv eni ent . Educ at i o na l , r ec r eat i o na l , 

r e l i g i o u s , t r ans po r t at i o n , and shoppi ng f a c i l i t i e s ar e ver y good. 

I n Chi cago I  exper i enc ed s ever al  weeks of  ho t el  l i f e; and t hen 

moved i nt o an apar t ment  wi t h ano t her  g i r l . Unf o r t unat el y , bei ng 
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t he t ype t hat  c an ' t  t r av el  wi t hout  br i ng i ng over  t en p i ec es of  l ug-

gage I  had c ons i der abl e t r oubl e i n movi ng ar ound but  one o f  my f r i ends 

had a c ar  and hel ped me. 

L i v i ng i n a t wo�r oom apar t ment  t o get her  wi t h someone whom you 

have known f o r  onl y a f ew weeks i s not  t oo easy and I  r ea l i z ed t he 

po s s i b l e i mpl i c at i ons but  l i k e many o t her  t h i ngs I  went  i nt o i t  

bec ause i t  woul d be good d i s c i p l i n e . I  mi ght  have t he t endency t o 

t r y t o have my way t oo much and i t  woul d be benef i c i a l  t o have t o 

gi v e i n once i n a wh i l e . Ther e wer e ôod and bad moment s but  a l l  i n 

a l l  t hose ei ght  mont hs wer en ' t  t oo bad. She had a per s onal i t y t hat  

was p r ac t i c a l l y t he oppos i t e o f  mi ne. She was mor e l i k e my dad 

and had l i v ed an even mor e s hel t er ed l i f e t han I  had so al t hough 

o l der  t han I  she was much mor e i nnocent  and c o n f i d i ng . 

Hav i ng t o l i v e i n an apar t ment  i s not  l i k e l i v i n g i n your  own 

home. I f  anyone shoul d have had t he i dea t hat  bec aus e t he i r  par ent s 

wer en ' t  her e t hey coul d come and go as t hey p l eas e, t hey j us t  d i d n ' t  

t ake ŝ c r u t i n i z i ng l andl ady i nt o c o ns i der at i o n . Ther e ar e good and 

not  so good ones and t her e ar e ways of  handl i ng t hem, whi c h I  seem 

t o be qu i t e adept  at  do i ng s i nc e I ' m t he onl y one t hat  has l as t ed 

a y ear  and a h a l f . Many of  t he peopl e have # come t o bl ows / a f t e r  

s ever al  mont hs and I  have wi t nes s ed t h e i r  ev i c t i o n but  us ual l y s t ayed 

on t he neut r al  s i de of  t he ar gument . Ther e i s somet hi ng t o t he 
t he 

i dea t hat  t h i s i s / h l y day o f  t he l andl o r ds and t hey ar e t ak i ng undue 

advant age o f  i t  and a t enant  has t o maneuver  and gi ve i n t o keep a 

r oof  over  h i s head. As f o r  me, I  have f ound i t  wor t hwhi l e t o s t ay 

on t he good s i de of  her  bec ause t heppar t ment  i s c l ean and accommo-

dat i o ns good compar ed t o t he p l ac es some peopl e hav e. 

The P r es ent  and t he F ut ur e 

The pas t  was such a s i mpl e l i f e compar ed t o t he s t at us quo 

of  t he pr esent  and t he unc er t ai nt y of  t he f u t u r e. Y ear s ago I  
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t hought  t her e was no pr obl em t hat  I  c o u l dn ' t  f i gur e out  and had 

t he usual  gr and i l l u s i o n of  yout h t hat  I  knew a l o t . Now when I  

shoul d have ac qui r ed a gr eat  deal  of  add i t i o na l  knowl edge I  f i nd 

mysel f  s t umbl i ng ar ound i n t he dar k , buc k i ng my head agai ns t  a s t one 

wal l  and i n gener al  be i ng c o nf us ed. 

L i f e i s a myst er y çmd I  can onl y accept  t he answer  i n "Ah, 

Sweet  Mys t er y of  L i f e " as a par t i a l  ans wer . One of  t he deeper  ques-

t i o ns I 'm concer ned wi t h i s per t a i n i ng t o t he mor t al i t y and weak-

ness of  mank i nd. Ar e men mer e mor t al s or  i s t her e mor e t o l i f e 

t han j us t  t he f l es h? Chr i s t i an Sc i enc e, Sp i r i t ua l i s m, and v ar i ous 

i f  

o t her  f a i t hs ar e j us t  t h i ngs I  have hear d of  and ev enT T k new mor e 

about  t hem chances ar e I  wo u l dn ' t  accept  i t  who l e- hear t edl y . Yet  

I  be l i ev e i n t he omni pot ence of  G- od ând am r eas onabl y c er t a i n t hat  

most  human s u f f er i ng can be abo l i s hed by r i gh t f u l  t h i nk i ng . I f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n advances s p i r i t ua l l y as wel l  as s c i en t i f i c a l l y and 

mec hani c al l y t he wor l d woul d be a much mor e sane p l ac e. 

"Accept  Chr i s t  as your  Sav i o ur " t he chur ches c r y . Var i ous 

peopl e gi v e t es t i mony t o t he f ac t  t hat  t hey wer e unhappy and mi ser -

abl e unt i l  t hey wer e saved and now t hey ar e happy . I  go t o chur ch 

and s i t  c onf us ed wi t h t he i mpl i c at i o n of  t he ser mon and t h i nk i ng 

s i n f u l  t hought s o f  wor dl y p l eas ur es whi l e t he pas t or  condemns t aver ns 

and j uv eni l e del i nquenc y . Am I  a hopel es s s i nner  because I  am unabl e 

t o gi v e such t es t i mony of  be i ng saved and woul d i ndeed f ee l  l i k e a 

hy poc r i t e i f  I  had t o? I  be l i ev e t he onl y way t o a t t a i n happi nes s 

i n t h i s wor l d i s by r enounc i ng mager i al  t h i ngs and s t i l l  t her e woul d 

be pr obl ems of  hel p i ng t hes e ar ound you. I n t h i s h i gh l y compe-

t i t i v e wor l d wher e v al ues ar e l ar gel y measur ed by monet ar y wor t h 

I  do not  f i nd mysel f  up t o t he par  of  r enounc i ng wor dl y t h i ngs and 

do not  even des i r e t o . Even i f  i t  i s po s s i b l e such a phenomenon i s 

t oo f ar  advanced f o r  t h i s gener at i on and many gener at i ons t o come 
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yet  and a person runs i nto t r oubl e i f he t r i es to get foo f ar ahead 

of hi s gener at i on. 

There i s some good i n ever y per son and i f anyone i s hopel ess 

of bei ng saved from degr adat i on he i s more to be pi t i ed for the 

unfavor abl e i nf l uences and i nnat e weakness that made him t hat way 

than despi sed.-  Toget her wi t h the good, manki nd has var i ous weak-

nesses i n var yi ng degr ees and no man i s f r ee from a degr ee of sel f -

i shness and sel f - i nt er est . That 's pr obabl y as i t shoul d be as t̂hings 

are now. 

Gr ant ed that I am st r i vi ng gor the same t hi ngs that the maj or i t y 

ar e, namel y success, power , pr est i ge, et c . Mow the probl em i s how 

to go about acqui r i ng i t . The onl y way i s thr ough hard work and 

concent r at i ng i n the r i ght pl ace. That 's my downfal l  because I 

don't know where to concent r at e andjtend to be too br oad i n my under-

taki ngs.. Even as a chi l d, I remember my par ent s t el l i ng me to do 

one t hi ng at a t i me and not at tempt to do too much at once because 

that was al ways my weakness. 

Al t hough i t ' s sad that money shoul d be so i mportant i n l i f e, 

i o's al most synonymous wi t h power so I must spend a gr eat deal  of 

my t i me ear ni ng enough to sur vi ve even i f I don't part i cul ar l y care 

for a super f l uous amount . Havi ng a_ki d si st er to suppor t doubl es 

my expenses and I coul d do as peopl e say and put her to work but 

I hate bossy peopl e so don't want to t el l  her what to do. So I 

j ust l et her do as she pl eases and pr ovi de her wi t h room and boar d. 

Of cour se I don't pretend to take Mot her 's pl ace and am not home 

enough to pr ovi de a r eal l y good home for anyone but take i t for 

gr anted that she can di st i ngui sh bet ween r i ght and wrong. 

Af t er bei ng out of school  for sever al  year s i t seems to be 

a bi g sacr i f i ce to go back to school . So al t hough the advant ages 

of a col l ege degr ee are obvi ous I am st i l l  debat i ng on st aki ng four 
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year s on t he f u t ur e. Ri ght  now I ' m a l i t t l e cr amped f o r  t i me wor k-

i ng t o make ends meet , t he c o l l ege c o ur s es , ac c ount i ng c our s e, and 

voc al  l es s o ns . Chur ch a f f a i r s t ake some of  my t i me but  I  enj oy 

t hat  bec ause t he k i ds ar e so f r i endl y al t hough I 'm t he onl y n i s e i . 

Then I  go t o t he Y about  once a week f o r  exer c i s e or  c l ub meet i ngs 

and maybe manage t o get  i n a movi e once a week or  so . Th i s l eav es 

me l i t t l e t i me f o r  s oc i al  l i f e whi c h i s r at her  negl ec t ed. The s i t ua-

t i o n i s a g g r a v̂ a t e d by t he manpower  shor t age and t he f ood shor t age 

whi c h makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o cook a dec ent  d i nner . The o t her  ni ght  

when I  i nv i t ed hal f  a dozen peopl e t o d i nner  I  had t o or der  Chi nese 

f ood because t he meat  whi c h I  had or der ed was n ' t  av a i l ab l e . Then 

wi t h my c l as s es s ever al  n i ght s a week I  have t o t ur n down a number  

of  i nv i t a t i o ns . Anot her  f ac t o r  i s t he s i z e of  t he c i t y 

whi ch makes i t  i mpr ac t i c al  t o spend hour s v i s i t i n g f r i ends on t he 

o t her  end of  t own. As a r u l e I  l i k e p ar t i es , t h i nk peopl e ar e t he 

most  i n t er es t i ng t h i ng i n l i f e , and woul d r at her  be wi t h ot her s t han 

a l o ne. But  I  have f ound t hat  bei ng al one i s t he onl y way t o concen-

t r at e and accompl i sh t h i ngs . 

Now t o t ur n t o t he ps y c ho l ogi c al  s i de and t r y a/i  l i t t l e psycho-

anal y s i s on my s el f . I  have t aken a number  of  i nv ent o r y , i n t e l l i g en c e , 

and/l £ apt i t ude t es t s and t he r es ul t s have a l l  been f av o r abl e, 85 t o 

95 p er c en t i l e , whi c h woul d seem t o i ndi c at e t hat  I  shoul d be bet t er  

pl ac ed t han t he maj o r i t y of  t he peopl e. But  I  have many f au l t s and 

weaknesses and t hese ar e what  I  am pr i mar i Ly concer ned wi t h . 

Some of  t hese c har ac t er i s t i c s may not  be unf avor abl e dependi ng 

ont he degr ee and way of  t h i nk i ng , but  t o begi n wi t h I  am co l d and 

aa l c u l at i ng r at her - t han war m and s ent i ment al . I  r ea l i z e t hat  i t  i s 

eas i er  t o make f r i ends i f  one i s war m but  at  t h i s s t age I  know t hat  

onl y my ef f o r t s and s t r i v i ng al one wi l l  get  me t he t h i ngs I  want . 
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Gone ar e t he days when I  c oul d depend on my par ent s t o s uppl y me 

wi t h my needs and want s . Now i t  i s a l l  up t o me what  I  want  t o make 

out  o f  l i f e . Many par ent s ar e ambi t i o us f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r en and goad 

t hem on t o s uc c es s but  mi ne seem t o be c ont ent  t o l e t  me go on as 

I  p l eas e now. They har ped about  my gr ades when I  was i n s c hoo l  but  

t hat  v/as t he ext ent  o f  i t . I f  I  had i n s i s t ed on go i ng on t o c o l l ege 

t hey pr obabl y wo u l dn ' t  have s t opped me but  t hey seemed t o ho l d t he 

i dea t hat  a c o l l ege educ at i o n i s n ' t  abs o l u t e l y nec es s ar y es p ec i a l l y 

f o r  g i r l s . They a r en ' t  even i n s i s t i n g on i t  f o r  my br o t her  but  

t h a t ' s pr o babl y becai s3 t h e r e ' s t he d r a f t . 

I  r ead t he B i b l e ever y day t hat  I  have t i me and have been f o r  

t he l as t  t en y ear s and go t o c hur c h qu i t e r egu l ar l y a l t ho ugh t her e 

may be o t her  r eas ons f o r  t hat  t han t he pur el y r e l i g i o u s o ne. Y et  

I  f ee l  l o s t  s p i r i t u a l l y . Under  po l y t hei s m pr o s el y t i s m p l ay s an 

i n t egr a l  par t  and I  d o n ' t  want  t o have any t h i ng t o do wi t h t hat  

bec aus e I ' v e s een some l i p Ch r i s t i ans and t hey a r e n ' t  a p / r e t t y 

s i g h t . 

So a l t ho ugh I  may appear  p l ac i d t her e i s r e a l l y an i n t er na l , 

t ur mo i l  go i ng on i n mja mi nd. Ther e ar e many t h i ngs I  want  t o do 

and t her e ar e onl y 24 hour s a day , a t h i r d of  whi c h must  be spent  

i n s l eep i ng and ea t i n g . I  know t hat  i t  woul d be mor e b e n e f i c i a l  t o 

be c ar ef r ee and j us t  l et  t h i ngs go but  I  t end t o be t oo p r ec i s e and 

under  h i gh t ens i o n most  o f  t he t i me. Emot i onal i s m t ends t o be an 

o ut l et  f o r  pent  up f ee l i n gs and mor e b e n e f i c i a l  t han r ep r es s i o n 

but  I ' m not  emot i onal  and am i ndependent . I  have wonder ed many 

t i mes what  makes some peopl e aggr es s i v e and o t her s wi t hdr awi ng . 

As f o r  me I  got  o f f  t o a bad s t ar t  on my p er s o n a l i t y , b î n g bash-

f u l , wi t hdr awi ng, and an t i - s o c i a l . I t  was my nat ur al  t endenc y t o bd 

t hat  way u n t i l  I  was o l d enough t o r e a l i z e t hat  ge t t i n g a l o ng wi t h 

o t her s i s t he most  i mpor t ant  t h i ng i n l i f e so I ' d bet t er  change i f  
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I  expec t ed t o get  al o ng. I  s t i l l  have many bad habi t s but  what  I  

have now i s most l y ac qu i r ed. 

Anot her  bad c har ac t er i s t i c o f  mi ne i s not  bei ng abl e t o put  

on an ac t . Hones t l y some peopl e can f l a t t e r  t hei r  wor s t  enemi es 

but  I 'm poor  at  h i d i ng my f ee l i ngs . Someone t o l 3 me t hat  I  coul d 

be r ead l i k e an open book and t h at ' s no l i e . But  I 'm s i nc er e t hough, 

t h a t ' s one on t he pl us s i de . I . d o n ' t  know i f  I ' m es pec i a l l y good 

at  ad j us t i ng mysel f  t o t he s ur r oundi ngs but  t her e seems t o be a 

wi de d i v er s i t y among t he var i ous gr oups I  come i n c ont ac t . At  school  

most  of  t he peopl e i n my c l as s es ar e t eac her s or  wor k i ng f o r  t hei r  

mas t er ' s degr ee so I  f eel  l i k e t he dumbest  one. But  when t he peopl e 

among t he wor k i ng c l as s see t he books I ' m r eadi ng j us t  bec aus e I  have 

t o t hey t h i nk I 'm i n t e l l ec t ua l  and k i d me about  bei ng t oo smar t  f o r  

t hem, et c . The gr oup at  chur ch i s most l y t a l en t ed�s i n ger s , p i an i s t s , 

o r gan i s t s . 

I / t ' s get t i ng c l ose t o mi dni ght  now, a t hunder s t or m i s r agi ng 

o ut s i de, and I ' v e got  a tummy ache f r om eat i ng an unbal anced 

meal  at  odd hour s so bet t er  be h i t t i ng t he hay . Th i s l ac k of  s l eep 

and i r r egu l ar  meal s had t aken a f ew pounds o f f  me and t he mad pace 

of  l i f e i n t he c i t y i s a l i t t l e ner ve wr ac k i ng but  i f  1 k eep my 

c o ns t i t u t i o n up I  wo n ' t  get  s i c k , I  hope. 

Thi s i s a- heck of  a way t o c l ose but  I  wr i t e f i n i s h t o t h i s 

r ough dr af t  s t andi ng on t he t hr es ho l d of  l i f e and t hunder  r o l l i ng 

o ut s i de. What  does t he f ut ur e ho l d? Wi l l  t he t hunder  soon end and 

et er nal  j oy and peace l i e ahead. I  pr ay t hat  i t  wi l l  be so but  

f a i t h wi t hout  wor ks i s dead so my s t r i v i ngs must  be i n t hat  di r ec -

t i o n . I  hope t omor r ow and t omor r ow and t omor r ow I  wi l l  be abl e t o 

say t hat  I  have t he t r ue answer  t o l i f e . 



Thur s day , December  28, 1944 

The Begi nni ng of  a New Er a 

Her e I  t hought  I  was cur ed of  t h i s wr i t i ng bug but  her e I  go agai n 
a f t e r  a l apse of  over  a y ear  wi t h i nt er mi t t ent  i n s i gn i f i c an t  i t ems . 
And of  a l l  t i mes t o begi n i t  woul d have t o be at  11: 00 P . M. a f t er  
j us t  hav i ng f i n i s hed 12 hour s of  wor k . I  meant  t o s t ar t  yes t er day 
and had t he t y pewr i t er  out  and ev er y t h i ng a l l  r eady but  was s i de-
t r ac ked when SI  s t ayed unt i l  p r ac t i c a l l y mi dni ght  mooni ng over  h i s 
l ove a f f a i r  and whi c h g i r l  he shoul d mar r y , on whi c h I  d i d n ' t  vent ur e 
t o gi v e hi m much of  an adv i c e. 

Each t i me I  vow t hat  I  wi l l  make i t  pur el y s c i en t i f i c and avo i d 
per s o na l i t i es but  peopl e ar e t oo i n t er es t i ng t o l ave out  a l t o get her  
and I  am t oo ego t i s t i c t o l eave out  a l t o get her  t he f i r s t  per son 
pr onoun. 

Thi s i nt r oduc t i on i s r at her  s i l l y bec aus e i t  do es n ' t  say any t hi ng 
i mpor t ant  but  i t ' s supposed t o s et  t he scene f o r  what ' s t o come. 
So*hav i ng squander ed my t i me on t h i s pr eambl e I  am f or ced t o f or ego 
any f ur t her  wr i t i ng unt i l  t he dawn of  ano t her  day by v i r t ue of  t he 
f ac t  t hat  t he hour  i s f as t  appr oac hi ng mi dni ght  and I  have t o get  
my us ual  5- 6 hour s ' s l eep . Goodni ght  dear  hear t  I  

F r i day , December  29 

I f  t he above i nt r oduc t i on sounds c r azy i t  must  be bec ause I  was 
ha l f  as l eep when I  wr ot e i t  l as t  ni ght  and I  doubt  i f  t oni ght  wi l l  
be much bet t er  bec ause i t ' s quar t er  t o t en and I  j us t  got  home f r om 
wor k . Thi s i s j us t  t he second t i me r ec ent l y t hat  I  have wor ked 
over t i me, due t o t he end of  t he year  r us h and Evel yn h as n ' t  been 
t her e s i nc e t hey got  wor d t hat  her  br o t her  Danny was k i l l ed i n 
ac t i o n i n F r ance Tuesday n i gh t , whi c h br i ngs up t he f o l l o wi ng t o p i c : 

So P r oudl y We Hal l  

"The war  t o end wa r s " � i t ' s har d t o be l i ev e how t he peopl e i n 1914 
coul d have been nai v e enough t o r eal l y be l i ev e t hat . Maybe i t ' s 
be i ng pes s i mi s t i c but  f r om what  l i t t l e I ' v e s t udi ed of  i n t er nat i o nal  
r el at i o ns I ' v e r eached t he c onc l us i on t hat  war  i s i nev i t ab l e as 
l ong as t her e i s gr eed and j eal ous y among nat i ons and t he power s 
ar e unbal anc ed. Nat i ons ar e made up of  men and per haps i t ' s expec t -
i ng t oo much f r om mer e mor t al s t o say t hat  t hey shoul d be exac t l y 
what  t he B i b l e says t hey shoul d be . As f o r  t he bal anc e of  power s , 
onl y a set  of  super  l eader s c an keep i t  i n per f ec t  bal anc e and 
even wi t h such l eader s i t  i s eas i er  s ai d t han done. 

Ano t her  anal e of  t he p i c t ur e i s t hat  i n s p i t e of  a l l  t he obv i ous 
gr i m hor r or s of  war  i t  does pr ov i de an oppor t uni t y f o r  mefc d i s p l ay 
t hei r  gal l ant r y and her o i s m. P at r i o t i s m and nat i onal i s m r eac h an 
al l - t i me h i gh and s t a t i s t i c s show t hat  per i ods o f  war  ar e accompani ed 
by an economi c boom whi l e peace and depr es s i on ar e al most  synonymous. 
I  dar e say t hat  most  h i gh- s p i r i t ed peopl e when c onf r ont ed wi t h t he 
pr obl em of  c hoos i ng bet ween du l l  s ec ur i t y and r i s k y advent ur e woul d 
choose t he l a t t e r . 

I t ' s t oo bad t hat  t he ones r es o o ns i b l e f o r  c r eat i ng t he war  ar e not  
t he ones who ac t ual l y s u f f er  t he most  but  t he i nnocent  c i t i z ens who 
do n ' t  have much of  a vo i c e i n t he a f f a i r s of  gover nment . I  mean 
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t hes e 18- 20 year  ol d boy s . Fr om t hei r  easy home l i f e t hey ar e 
scoot ed o f f  t o some ar my camp whi c h i s e i t her  t oo hot  or  t oo co l d 
and put  t hr ough s ever al  mont hs of  r i g i d d i s c p l i ne and t r a i n i ng whi c h 
e i t her  makes or  br eak s t hem/ Then a f t er  a b r i e f  f ur l ough t hey ar e 
sent  over seas and a f t er  s eei ng t he i r  f i r s t  ac t i o n t hey ar e pus hi ng 
up da i s i es so t o speak . Oh s ur e, t h a t ' s f a t e . Ever yone has t o 
go somet i me and i t  mi ght  as wel l  be t h i s way f i gh t i ng f o r  t hei r  
c ount r y . I  under s t and t hat  i n J apan i t  i s an honor  t o d i e i n bat t l e 
and t he pr oper  t h i ng t o do i s t o c ongr at ul at e a mot her  who has l os t  
a son i n ac t i o n . Wi t h t h i s t hought  i n mi nd I  am r at her  hes i t ant  
about  whet her  t o c ongr at ul at e or  condo l e f r i ends who have l os t  t he i r  
k i n i n t he Eur opean t heat er  but  us ual l y dec i de on t he l a t t er  c our s e. 
I  s t i l l  t h i nk a human l i f e i s mor e pr ec i ous t han t he St at e. 

Hhe p i t y of  i t  a l l  i s t hat  t hes e bo y s , most  o f  t hem, have not  yet  
exper i enc ed l i f e and f i r ed v/i t h t he gl o r i o us f er v ent  s p i r i t  of  
yout h t hey mar ch pr oudl y t o b a t t l e , al t hough deep down i n t hei r  
hear t s t hey must  sense t hat  t h e i r  chances of  comi ng back ar e s l i gh t . 
They have pl ent y of  cour age but  unchecked cour age al one does not  
make a v i c t o r i o us b a t t l e . St r at egy i s i mpor t ant  and not  onl y t he 
ar t  of  handl i ng t he v ar i ous weapons and machi nes but  ment al , mor al , 
and s p i r i t ua l  s t r engt h. 

Sunday , December  31 

The above a r t i c l e was n ' t  c ons i der ed f i n i s hed but  t h i s i s ano t her  
day and hav i ng l os t  t he t hr ead of  t hought  I ' v e dec i ded t o l et  i t  
go f o r  now. Today bei ng t he 365t h , or  r at her  t he 366t h day and 
t he l as t  one i n 1944 I  have t o c l ean up most  o f  t he ol d bus i nes s 
but  omi t  t he r es o l ut i o ns whi ch ar e sel dom kept  anyway. 

At  chur ch t he p as t o r ' s ser mon was based on t he nec es s i t y of  ac t i ng 
now i ns t ead of  wai t i ng f o r  when. As us ual  he condemned t he l i quo r  
i ndus t r y and h e ' s r i ght  i n h i s way b̂ut  I  t h i nk as l ong as a per son 
i s n ' t  a di psomani ac and do es n ' t  l et  dr i nk i n t er f er e wi t h h i s da i l y 
a f f a i r s , i t  i s n ' t  a s i n t o have an oc c as i onal  champagne c o c k t a i l  
f o r  s o c i a l  pur pos es . I 'm a P r es by t er i an but  I  go t o t he Bapt i s t  
Chur ch bec aus e t he pas t o r  put s l i f e i nt o h i s ser mons , t he peopl e 
ar e f r i end l y , and we do n ' t  have t o s t and t o s i ng ever y hymn. Those 
ar e poor  r easons but  t h a t ' s a ni c e chur ch and gi v es you a gl o r i ous 
f eel i r l 'g t o be i n i t  and not  j us t  bec ause t he bu i l d i n g i s magni f i c ent  
e i t her . Th i s ques t i on of  why peopl e go t o chur ch has been mi scon-
s t r ued much t oo much anyway j us t  l i k e t he r eason why some boys 
evade t he dr af t  l i k e t he F a i r  P l ay Commi t t ee. Maybe t her e i s a 
smal l  per c ent age who at t end chur ch f o r  s o c i a l  r eas ons a£ v ade t he 
dr af t  bec ause t hey ' r e cowar ds and a f r a i d t o d i e but  such hy poc r i t es 
and cowar ds des er ve t o d i e al t hough I  wo u l dn ' t  go so f ar  as t o 
condemn t hem. 

The Ret ur n t o t he West  Coast  and ot her  Cur r ent  Mat t er  

The l i f t i n g of  t he bl ank et  exc l us i o n or der s by t he Wes t er n Def ense 
Command may be t he most  s i gn i f i c an t  etoent  s i nc e evac uat i on t o t he 
WRA but  t he announcement  do es n ' t  seem t o be c aus i ng much exc i t ement . 
I  do n ' t  now t he s i t uat i o n i s i n camp but  doubt  i f  i t ' s r a i s i n g 
even as much t a l k as t he r egi st r at i on and s egr egat i o n di d bec aus e 
my f o l k s do n ' t  even ment i on i t  i n t hei r  l e t t er s . The peopl e do n ' t  
seem t o be t ak i ng s er i ous l y t he announcement  t hat  t he r e l o c at i o n 
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c ent er s wi l l  be c l o s ed. When t he ac t ual  t i me becomes i mmi nent  t hey 
make t ake mor e s er i ous ac t i o n . However , i t ' s i mpos s i bl e t o c l o s e 
a l l  t he c ent er s and f o r c e t he peopl e out . I n a l l  p r o babi l i t y some 
sor t  of  c ooper at i ve syst em wi t h a l oan o f  some t housands o f  do l l ar s 
f r om t he Gover nment  wi l l  have t o be i n s t i t u t ed . 

As f ar  asj t he r et ur n t o t he West  Coast  i s c onc er ned, t heo r et i c a l l y 
i t ' s po s s i b l e but  not  f eas i b l e . I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e , t h i ngs have 
Í  changed a gr eat  deal  i n 2- J  year s and wi t h a l l  t he mi gr ant  wor ker s 
t he p l ac e j us t  i s n ' t  t he same. Far mi ng wi l l  pr c &abl y be t he eas i es t  
oc c upat i on t o r esume but  s t i l l  you have t o count  on t hese ag i t at i o n 
gr oups l i k e t he Amer i can L eg i o n , Gr ange, Nat i ve So ns , e t c . , es pec i a l l y 
i n Ca l i f o r n i a . As f o r  t he f or mer  smal l  shop owner s who c at er ed most l y 
among t hei r  own gr oup, i t  wi l l  be wel l  nighj i f  i mpos s i bl e t o bu i l d 
up a c l i en t e l e unl essj t he o t her s go back a l s o . But  f o r  t he many who 
do not  own pr oper t y t her e i s no t hi ng t o go back t o . I t  i s much 
bet t er  f o r  t hem t o come Eas t  wher e t he peopl e a r en ' t  so p r e j ud i c ed. 

Ther e wi l l  be a f ew ( I  hope i t ' s onl y a f ew) who wi l l  be t oo beat en 
t o do any t h i ng. These wi l l  pr obabl y be t he aged who s t ar t ed f r om 
s c r at c h i n a s t r ange count r y and t hr ough 30- 40 year s o f  d i l i gen t  
t o i l  f i na l l y bu i l t  up qui t e a t h r i v i ng ent er pr i s e whi c h t hey coul d 
pass on t o t hei r  po s t er i t y , onl y t o see i t  a l l  t ak en away f r om t hem. 
I t  i s compar at i vel y easy when you ar e young or  even mi ddl e- aged t o 
l ook t r agedy i n t he eye and s t ar t  anew but  what  hope i s t her e f o r  
ol d peo p l e. The s i t uat i o n i s n ' t  exac t l y hopel es s even at  50 or  60 
but  onl y t he s uper i o r  s t ock wi l l  be abl e t o s ur v i v e and t her e ar e 
t oo many j us i j aver age or  bel ow aver age i n pr opor t i on t o t he s uper i o r . 

Anot her  pr obl em i s j us t  &ow much have t he mi nds of  c h i l dr en been 
war ped by t hr ee year s o f  c onf i nement . The ver y young wi l l  not  have 
ver y good memor i es and i f  f ut ure l i f e i s p l eas ant  camp l i f e wi l l  
not  have a l as t i ng mar ked i nf l | %J hce.  Thi ngs wi l l  not  be qui t e as 
easy f o r  ado l es c ent s . To begi n wi t h t he t r ans i t i o n t o a r egul ar  
school  l i f e wi l l  be somewhat  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some pupi l s who have 
j us t  been haphazar dl y get t i ng by i n camp. St andmr ds ar e h i gher  
on t he out s i de and t he i r  camp s l ang and wi shy- washy manner  wi l l  
not  go i n a c i t y .  ̂

But  E know t he peopl e wi l l  come t hr ough i n f i ne f as h i o n and s i nc e 
most  of  my s t at ement s ar e unv er i f i ed opi ni ons I  shoul d use t he ver bs 
"seems t o be" or  "may" i ns t ead of  t he mor e po s i t i v e "wi l l " or  " i s . " 

The Hous i ng Sat ur at i o n i n Chi cago 

Co ns i der i ng t he f ac t  t hat  ho us i ng i s ac ut el y s ho r t , t he evac uees i n 
Chi cago hav en ' t  been f l di ng t oo bad l y . Tr ue t hey hav en ' t  f ound man-
s i ons and t her e ar e r es t r i c t ed ar eas , r es u l t i ng i n c onc ent r at i on 
i n c er t a i n s ec t i o ns . However , a l ar ge number  o f  t enant s ar e gr i endl y 
and some apar t ment  bu i l d i ng ar e al most  exc l us i v el y monopol i zed by 
J apanes e who seen t o be c l eaner  and mor e or der l y t han t he o r di nar y 
r un of  peo p l e. Ther e have been ev i c t i o ns bef o r e but  t hey have been 
i nd i v i dua l  cases but  a near by no r t hs i de ho t el  haanow i s s ued ev i c t i o n 
or der s t o some 30 J apanes e who have been s t ay i ng t her e, some of  
t hem on sl per manent  bas i s , t hat  t hey have t o moves out /by t he end of  
t he y ear , wni c h i s t oaay , t he r eason be i ng change i n management . 
The OPA c l ai ms t hat  t hey have no r ecour se bec ause t he t enant s wer e 
pay i ng week l y whi c h p l ac es t hem t heo r et i c a l l y on aj t r ans i ent  bas i s . 
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Ther e have been di s c us s i o ns about  c a l l i n g t he mat t er  t o t he at t en-
t i o n of  t he Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Un i o n , At t o r ney - Gener al ' s o f f i c e and 
t he Mayor  s Commi t t ee, s i nc e t he ev i c t i o n i s ev i dent l y bas &d'o n 
no t hi ng but  r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n . S3H has been t r y i ng t o f i nd 
new pl ac es f o r  i t s empl oyees wi t h l i t t l e emphas i s on t he f ac t  t hat  
i n a way t h i s i nc i dent  i s a good l es s o n t hat  a l l  p l ac es do not  t r eat  
t he peopl e t he way t hey do . 

Sunday, May 27, 1945 

Af t er  a l aps e of  s ever al  mont hs I ' m back wher e I  s t ar t ed f r om and 
p l anni ng my agenda f o r  t he summer . I  mi ght  as wel l  t ake i t  easy f o r  
t he hot  season but  wi l l  pr obabl y end up t oy t ak i ng at  l eas t  one cour se 
at  U. of  Chi cago or  Nor t hwes t er n. I f  t i me wi l l  per mi t , or  r at her  
I 'm go i ng t o f i nd t i me t o get  some exer c i s e t oo ,"may be go l f , t enn i s , 
campi ng, h i k i n g , et c . I f l  ever  expec t  t o r esume my pi ano l es s ens 
I ' d bet t er  s t ar t  now or  never  but  t hat  wi l l  cdr t sdnl y t ake a l o t  of  
p r ac t i c e and some f i nanc es t o o . 

My i mmedi at e pr obl em i s t o get  s t ar t ed on my t er m paper  on t he f ut ur e 
of  t he Ni s e i . I  hav en ' t  r ead  ̂ Car ey McWi l l i ams book on P r ej udi c e 
yet  but  i t  seems t hat  he has s ai d p r ac t i c a l l y ev er y t h i ng t her e i s t o 
be s ai d so i t ' s g o i n g t o be d i f f i c u l t  bei ng o r i g i n a l . I T 11 save my 
i deas f o r  t he paper  and not  wor r y about  t hem now. 


