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CH 52. Robert Nobu Ichinaga WRA Form 26 209781

2. Poston 7/16/42

3. None

4. Rt. 1 Box 190 Lindsay, Calif.

5. Ichlnaga, Henry Japan
Katashima Tomoyo, Japan

5a. U.S. farmer

7. Grammar school, Rock Hill, Exeter 9/31 to 6/39
Junior high, Lincoln, Lindsay 9/39 to 6/40
High school, Lindsay 9/40 to 6/42

7a. Major: Agriculture "Future Farmer"

8. None

12, 64 1156 1bs.

15. No major defect

18. Single

19. Son

20. 3/21/25

25. Yes

24, High-3

25. Speaks Japanese

27. Farmhand, veg.

27&0 -

28. 6/39 Truck farm, veg. and fruit 10 acres. Farm laborer

29. At present kitchen helper

30, Buddhist

31.

Robert's brother, Howard Kazuo Ichinaga

2. Poston 7/16/42
5. None
4. Rt. 1 Box 190 Lindsay, Calif.
5. Ichinaga, Henry Japan

Katashima, Tomoyo Japan .
Sa, U.S. farmer Abroad None
7. Grammar school, Rock H1ll, Exeter 9/29 to 6/37

High school, Lindsay 9/37 to 6/41
7a. Major: Sclence, Agriculture

Football, Basketball, Track H.Y.
8. None
12, 66 130 1bs.
13. No major defect
18. Single
19. Head
20, 2/4/23
23. No
24, High-4
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Tractor driver, farmhand, fruilt
27a., Welder 30 men
28. 6/42 to 7/42 Orange grower, 20 ac. Farm laborer §F®Rxmemkk.45 hr.

5/42 to 6/42 Celery pkg. Shed, Lindsay Veg. Gr.Assn. Crater
15 men .55 hr,
5/41 to 1/42 Vineyard Diamond K, Exeter Asst. Foreman .50 hr.
Produce shipper for grape plcker crew

29. Motor overhaul. Welding (acetylene, arch) Tractor driver. OP Welder
30. Buddhist
31. #7. Attended Welding Auto mechanic nite school 16 wks. Lindsay.

#29 Kitchen helper at present.




2. Poston 7/16/42

3. None

4, Rt. 1 Box 190, Lindsay

5. Katashima, Tokichi Japan
Urima, Kisayo Japan

S5a, U.S., farmer Abroad None

7. Grammer school, Yamamoto, Japan 4/06 to 4/14

7a. None

8. Japan 1/99 to 2/16

12,60 1BD 1bas.

13. No mejor defect

18. Divorced

19. Mother

20. 1/15/99

23. No

24, Japan 8 :

25. Speaks Japanese . degleatl

5 S :

_27a, ---

28. Housewife

9. ---

30. Buddhist

31, ---

Robert's brother, Orden Yoshito Ichinags

2. Poston 7/16/42

3. None :

4, Rt. 1 Box 190 Lindsay, Calif,

5. Ichinaga, Henry Japan
Katashima, Tomoyo Japan

5a., U,S. farmer

7. Grammer school, Rock Hill, Exeter 9/33 to 6/41
High school, Lindsey 9/41 to 6/42

7a.Ma jor: General

8. None

12, 63 115 1l1bs.

15. No major defect

18. Single

19. Son

20. S/28/2v

25. Yes

24, High-1

25. Speaks Japanese

27. ===

278 .,--~

28. Student

29, ---

30. Buddhist

S1,




Robert's Sister, Laura Yaeko Ichlnaga

2. Poston 7/16/42

3. None

4. Rt. 1 Box 190, Lindsay, Callf.

5. Ichinaga, Henry Japan
Hatashima, Tomoyo Japan

5a. U.S. farmer Abroad None

7. Grammar school, Rock Hill, Exeter 9/35 to 6/42

T7a. ---

8., --—--

12. 60 90 lbs.

13. No major defect

18. Single

1¢. Daughter

20, 4/23/29

25. Yes

24, Grammar 7

25. Speaks Japanese

27. ---

278 ,-=-

28. Student

29. Plcture collection

30. Buddhist

31.




Evacuation & Resettlement Study
Chicago, Illinois
Cherles Kikuchi

Octover 12, 1944
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CH-52 Ray Ishigaki (pseud.)

Ray Ishigski, 19, was inter-
viewed at one sitting of EXxkaux
6 or 7 hours as he was leaving for
a farm job in Nebraska. Only two
previous contacts had been made
with this individual but he was
most cooperative. He quit work one
day earlier in order to tske the
time to be interviewed since he felt
that he wanted to do something to
help other Nisei., Ray may return to
Chicago after the harvest season
altho his future plans are very in-
definite. He feels that he might be
drafted in a short time so thst he
is most uncertsin about his future
plans.




Raey Ishigaki, 19, was born on March £1, 1925 in Sanger, Cali-
fornia. He has never lived in a pig city until he came to Chicago.
He spent most of his life in Lindsay, California which was & farm-
ing community. In July, 1942, he was evacuated to Poston. He then
went to Grand Junction, Colorado in August, 1942 and then returned
to Poston in October, 1943, In #february, 1944, he came out to
Chicago and he has been 1i#ing at the same sddress until his de=~
parture on September 30 for Nebraska.

Ray is sbout 5 ft. 5 inches in height and rather immature in
mind. He came out to Chicago in orderx to attend & radio tech-
nician school but his draft reclassificstion caused him to change
his trisl indefinite leave to an indefinite leave. He has been
working as a laborer during the months he hes been resettled here.
His first job was as a laborer with Bloomfield Company for $25 &
week, He quit this job to work as a bus boy for two weeks. 1In
April, 1944 he went to work for the Gage Structural Steel company
a8 s laBorer and worked himself up to a welder by the time he gquit
late in September, 1944, He was receiving en average of $44-548 a

week in salary. Ray never worked on a full time job before evacu-

ation. In the center he was employed as s dishwssher and cook.

be graduated from the foston high school in the fall of 1943,

Prior to evacuation he was sttending Lindsay high school. Ray

attended s Japanesc language school for one year prior to the war.
At the present time the rest of his family, except one brother,

are still in the center. His mother is separated from her husband,

A 21 year o0ld brother is now in Nebraska where hgy will Jjoin him

shortly. A younger brother, 17, and a sister, 15, are gtill in

in the center. Ray also has two married sisters, ages 25 and 23,




respectively. Due to the limitation of time, details were not
obfainedsbout his family background in any great degree. 4 large
portion of this interview was obtained through a free association
contact made at & previous date, but it has been consolidated with
the notes obtained during the formsl interview. The account of
his 1life story has been mxdzxay® written as near as possible to the
direct quotations which were made %ke during these contacts. The

following pages are notes tsken from C.K. Diary, and Ray's own

life story follows &fter the Diary entry.




September 28, 1944: This evening I completed = whole interview

_ Kay [suicac
at one sitting of svout 6 or 7 hours. i-pags, 19, is

leeving for Nebrasks on Monday to help his uncle harvest an onion

crop. He is going to help decorate some church tomorrow night as
they are holding s Nisei dance there on Saturday so that I would
not have been able to see him sgein. I was willing to go tomorrow
morning to complete the interview but he insisted that I finish
up. DBob has s& Buddhist background but he has been going to the
Christian churches out here because it offers more socisgl activi-
ties. He is very snxious to see a Nisei society develop because
he feels that he will make better adjustments. He came from a
smell rural community so that he hss never been to such s big
city vefore. |

Ray first came to Chicago last February becsuse he planned
to go into a radio technicisn school. He wss going to work for
six months at Bloomfield's on his seasonal lesve. hLowever, he
got all excited when the draft announcement was made 50 that he
decided not to go to schocl until after the war. He quit his job
at Bloomfield's because he was dissatisfied with the wagces., On
his errival here, he thought 657 and hour wss a huge wage as he
had never esrned more than 30¢ an hour on the farm in Lindsay in
Californie. However, he hesrd avout Nisei making $60 and $£70 a
week so that he was dissatisfied with his position. He took a
job with the LaSalle Hotel as & bus boy on a temporary basis so
that he could look around for s better job. In April, 1944,
Ray got ax job at Yace Structurasl Steel Company where he worked

himgelf up to he a welder's assistant. He was makineg atout 345

& week average when he quit yesterdey. He has no definite plans

for the future as he may g0 back to camp after the onion season.




He expects to be drafted at any time. In the event that he is
not called, Ray will come back to Chicago. He hopes to open a
restaurant after the war or else go into fsrming work. He said
that he was tired of the big city.

Ray came from a very small Japanese farming community but he
felt that the Caucasians were much friendlier in his home town
then out here. He is the fourth oldest in & family of six child~
ren. His two older sisters are now married. His mother was
separated from his £dther sbout 10 yesrs ago. Ha; was able to re-~
acquaint himself with hie father after he got to Poston. He
finished high school there and he was ective in the student vody
as he held & number of clagss offices., Lis younger brother is
student body president of foston II high school this year. Ray
looks back with greast pleasure on his Poston life vecause he had
so maeny social activities there. He becsme interested in radio
when he was put in charge of the loud speaking system at his mess
hall. He finslly decided to resettle over the objections of his

mother vecause all of his friends were lemving.

Ray hes a very likable personaslity and he seems to be rather

extrovert. However, he has a number of congervative ideas which
is due to his Japanese background but he is not aware of 1t.  He
is rather conscious of his ancestry and he refers to himself as
"Jepenese". ie believes that the only solution for the Nisei
provlem is to have a Japanese community out here so that a 1ot of
socisl activities could be carried on. He would like to see the
Nisei scatter out in work, however, he does not think wages would
be high enough if they hed to work for other Japanese.

Ray goes sround with a crowd of sbout 6 or 7 boys his age.

be has a very contemptuous attitude toward the gzoot suiters saltho




he has a pachute himself, Most of his pals sre living in the
Japenese rooming house where Tommy (CH-50) is staying. The fellows
bowling
go out to play pool, EXswimx snd shows juite often. He said that
there were a number of fellows in the buildings which freguently
visited houses of prostitution constantly but he has not gone with
them because he read sbout some Nisei fellows being arrested in s
house of prostitution once and he doesn't went to be caught in s
similar situvation vecause "it would ruin my reputation™. He has
learned to smoke recently and he drink occasionslly with some of
the fellows upstairs. He likes to stay at this rooming house even
if the rent is excessive because he is sble to see his friends.
In the stthéc room upstsirs there are 5 fellows crowded in this
room and they pay $25 a week for this privilege. The WRA used to
send a number of resettlers here until various people complained
about the poor conditions there.

Ray is not too unhappy awvout leaving Chicago at this time be-
cause he feels that the city is too big for him. He wondered Why
the other Nisei acted so unfriendly. He said they slways stared
at him when he walked down the street and wondered why they could
not get into one big orgsnization so they could throw dsnces and
meet new people. He does not think s segregated pattern would be

harmful to Nisei as long as they could have socisl activities.

This is typical of any younger Nisei who use superficial activi-

ties® as the main criterion for their adjustment.

I found out this evening why some of the fellows in this
house are reluctant sbout veing interviewed altho they seemed very
cooperative towerd me. Hsy said that the FEI agent has come

sround recently to grill the fellows working in the defense plant.




He said that he had to asnswer guestions for atout & hours and they

asked everjyone,..Ixxaxksrxsuspzeex I hsrdly think thst those
fellows who run sround a great deal will be willing to be inter-
viewed because they don't have the time. There sre sbout 20
fellows on the third floor so that this building has more re-

settlers than what I had thought.




Kay Ishigski's life story follows:

"I was born in Senger, California in March, 1925. All I re-~
member of my childhood could be summed up in a few sentences. I
don't remember bsck further than the first grade when I was liv-
ing in Exeter. I remember vaguely that I used to go out and work
in the vineyards for my dad. He was a sort of a foreman of a
ranch where we lived. My father was quite 8 husky guy snd I used
to worship him sll the time because he had such great gtrength.
Ee worked herd all of his life so that he still enjoys good
physical health.m;My father was a 1ot of fun but he used to scold
us kids all the time when we were young. #We-used to run out and
play with our Japsnese neighbor's children right out on the high-
WaY

"My father was always the boss in our home and everything
that he said went. He had most of the power and we couldn't talk
back to him at all. There weren't very many Japanese families
living in Zxeter since it was & small farming community. My fa-
ther used to have a 1ot of contacts with the Caucasians vecause he
dealt with them in farming. He got slong pretty well in farm work
because he put in long hours. {1 don't know what was the trouble
between my mother snd faghqxnbuu they used to have & lot of argu-~

ments. My mother ﬁéé naﬁaf coé'stxict with us efter she separated

romemy—g8d when I was about 11. She took all of the children with

her. I had @ two brothers and three sisters.

"i§hen we left Lxeter with our mother, we went to Lindsay and
we rented & house there. It was pretty hard for my mother to feed
s11 of the children by herself, We barely got Dy. My mother had
to go out to work and my older sister quit school so that she

could help support us. {} started to going to school in Lindsay
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and continued all the way through until I was evacuated.j:Our home

(there>was just like all the rest of the Japanese homes. We had a
lot of Japsnese customs but we had many of the American customs in
our home too. After & while we owned a radio, refrigerator and an
sutomobile when we began to make a little more money. Our family
did plain labor all the way through. e were a pretty close
family and we got along with each other and tried to help out.

"?efore my parents were separated, we always spoke Japanese at
home to our perents. As + got a little older my dad began to speak
more English to me 80 I got used to it. Ky mother never did use
English very much because she didn't know it very well, I got
along with my father pretty good snd I wished that they hadn't
separated. When I first saw my ded again, it was in camp &na I.
got along with him again right away.

"After mother became the boss of the house it wasn't very
strict for us. We never liked to talk Japasnese so that we used
English among us all the times except when talking to mother snd
her friends. We ate regular Japanese food as long as I could re-
member and we had quite & few Japanese customs which we followed
but I don't rememver sll of them. We wore Japanese slippers and
things like that. &ven out here 1 eat Japanese food all the time
as I just don't feel right without it., I buy the stuff in one of
the Japsnese stores down on 43rd Pt., but they sure charge high,

"One thing that we never did do very much in our home was to
celebrate 211 of the Japanese holidays because my mother was too
busy working to tell us much sbout these things. The only thing
we celebrated Japasnese style was at New Years. we'd all have to
get all dressed up and make formal calls on all of the other Ja-

panese friends that we had.<:My mother was very fussy about clean-




ing the house before the end of the year and things like that be-
cause she had s superstition that it was bad luck to start out the
new year with a dirty house. She told us stories about what the
new year meant in Japan but 4 doxn't remember much about that now.
"My folks were Buddhist-but I didn't go to the Buddhist church
at all. I just sterted to go to the Christian Japanese church
when I wes in the language school which it conducted. By the time
1 was'lz years o0ld I was allowed to drive & car and I used to go
to the big city of Tudbare all the time and those were jquite exci-
ting &ffairs. I guess I know Japasnese ss well as any of the Nisei
who lived around us snd I used quite & few of the Japanese express-
ions but I don't know what & lot of them mesn. I never did get
too much out of the Japanesc language school as I was too busy
playing around snd it didn't seem important to ge. I don't regret
it because I can get by and it-isn't too hard for me to talk to
the Issai ff I have to.

f% M"While 1 was in prammar school most of my playmates were nisei
fellows althdﬂh started to go around with s ‘aucasian crowd in
high school.There weren't many Nisei going to our high scliool any-
way. The few of us who did go all had Csucasian friends and I
didn't notiée anything that made us different. I knew that our
8xin color was a little different but I never mhought much of
those things. +he kids at school just took us as we were. I was
too young to think avout discrimination and all that stuff but I
used to hear my mother mention it once in a while. I guess it was
prétty hard for some Nisei to get jobs e the war becavuvse my
mother used to say maybe I'd hage to go to Japan for a2 job be-

cause there was nothing here for me. I couldn't understsnd that

because I was haviug fun fooling around with my Caucasisn friends. |

—
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. My pals and I slways went out for the school teams together.

"In grsmmar school, 4 ranm around with two Nisei kids all the
time and we did everytking together since we lived right next door
to each other. There were only around 120 or 200 Japanese living
in end around Lindsgy. Our high school only had 400 kids in the
‘student body so thet it was quite smsll. Only about 10 of this

» group were Nisei when I was there. Most of the Japanese femilies
there aid farm work out that way and the Japsnesc town wes very
spall. My femily lived sbout 3% miles out in the country snd there
were sbovt £ Japanese families livine on this large rench., It was
lessed from & hskujin compeny and the Japanese were farming it on
8 share~crop beasis.

["I never was aware of all the Japsnese people did becasuse I
took these thingg for granted and I was s0 busy trying to grow up
end get into high school. I newer did study very hard so that I
didn't meke such good grades. 4 few of those other Nisei students
studied all the time and they were known as top students in the
school., #while I was in junior high school I did avout the same
things. I had a lot of fun but I don't think I learned too much.
I barely mede enough gprades to graduste. I went 811 the way

W s W ’ :
tnRugn school with my boyhood pals snd we used to have a lot of

fun together{j

MAfter we got into high school we all got our own cars to go
in since the school transportation busses were not very regulsr,
When I sterted to go to high school, I developed msny Caucasian
friends there. The hakujin people in town treated us good too
end there wasn't any discrimination thet I knew of in town. I used
to help out on the farms during the summer time in order to hLelp

my mother out. I never hed sny trouble when I drove the losd of
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tomstoes to townx in the trveck. I missmax that life I had vefore

a lot, but 1 guess it's better for me to be out here. After com-
ing to Chicago, I think thet Lindsey is too smsll a town for me to
ever be comfortavle again., I had a lot of friends out there though
and it was pretty good.

"When I got to high school in 1940 I began to have a 1lot more
fun. The only wrong was that I didn't gok in for dancing very
much because I was t0o backward about lesrning. I didn't learn
how to dance until I got into camp. &overyone went there so I
started to go. I had & Nisei girl friend in high school back hcme
snd I used to teke her to shows once in & while.[:None of the
Nisei who lived in our community ever went to a high school dance
because most of us just didn't tske up dencing at thet time. We
were just country people so that we didn't know all about a lot of
things. The Issei farmers were pretiy narrow minded and I think
that they were too strict with their children., I used to have a
very hard time getting my girl friend out on & date because her
folks didn't approve of it. One night L took her out on a date
with two of my Caucasian friends from school. We droge all
sround until pretty late. When her parents found out about this
innocent ride, they forudde the dsugnter to go out with me anymore
as I guess they figured I couldn't be trusted;} I never did do
anything bad to make them feel that way. We Just drove up to the
hills necked once in a while.

:"There were & few Nisei clubs in Japanese town and we put on
perties of our own for the Nisei. The parents didn't like us to

have too much fun as they expected use to work as hard as they did

out on the farm.[jl was better off than = lot of Hisel &s my

mother didn't have such strict control over me. 4y two older




Sisters did not have all the restrictions on them as other Nisei
" girls sltho my older sister did have to go through with en ar-
ranged marriage since she had no choice. The next sister met her
own boy friend at a funersl and they startead going around stesdy
after that, When they got ready the families did all of the
checking and they didn't object With the marriage. The families
made all of the arrsngements for them. .Both of my sisters have
their own children now.

"back home, the Japsnese shows were the bip events for the
week and éversbody would come to see thex pictures seﬁt from
Japan. I liked these things very much. Once in & while s Japan-
ese stagshow would be given in town so that everybody dressed up
to come and see it. Most 6f the £km® 0ld folks worked too herd on
the farms so that they only hed time to visit their Japsnese
friends once in & while. <They.resd only the Japanese newspapers
and mageazines tecause they could not read English. It was much
easier for the £old folaé to follow the Japsnese customs as they
kunew it back in Nihon. They didn't want to lose touch with all of
these things because my mother told me that the Japanese were

having a pretty hsrd time.

t;n hig¢h s€hool I made the besketball, football and track

teams. I was & member of the “uture fawmers of America for four
vears, I went to the YFA conventions every svmmer. I was looking
forward to my senior year so I could g0 to the San Luis Obigpo
convention when the wer hroke'all of this up. I had plasms to go
there to San Luis Ybispo to do my lest yesr in high school =s I
heard that L could work my way through. I was too young so that

1 didn't have much plans for the future. I was heving too much

fun playing sports to ever thing of these things. I guess I just
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thought 1 would be a farmer imxkkmxfmix eventually like my brothe;;]

My vrother just worked out on the farm after he got out of high
school and he would go all over with the Japsnese labor gangs he
was with to work in the different harvests. He workedfor the
Diemond Kay Corp. and they had a vig Japanese crew to 40 the har-
vesting on the different ranches =0 my brother wss sent.to work
81l over with them. I used to work with my brother occasionally
during.the summer vacation snd I would help my trother sfter school
when he was in town working for the company.

"TPhe nighlboefore fearl Earbor, I was working in the cold stor-
age plant for this company as an extra worker. I remember I went
home that night and 1 went right to bed. The next day I want out
to the ice plant to work sgain., It was a Sundsy, 1l think, and I
heard the news sbout Fearl Harbor then. Ihst' suvre scated all of
us because the 0ld folks didn't know what was going to hsppen. I
didn't think much of it until every one else started to worry and
this made me feel different from before. iy Caucasian friends
were excited too vut they didn't have e feeling of fear that I did.
I gueses it was because everyone was suspicious of ‘the Nihonjin and
the Nisci were a part of this group.

‘"L continued to work st nights for the company but a few days
after the war, they told me not to come back anymore and 1 didn’tl
understand it. I was the 6n1y one lgid off that day and the Cau-
casianrworkers weren't told to go home like 1 was. I felt then
that the vaucasians didn't trust us anymore. It hesppened just
like that when the wer broke out. Pefore the war they never msde
8 dlstinétion like that. "vhen 1 got to thipking avout the war, I
thought that the Pesrl Harbor sttack was s pretty low down trick

and 4 gotmsdm Fust like my pals at high school did.i lhat 's the




cnly thing thet Japan shouldn't have done. If they wanted to
sgart & war thst badly thg; should hsve declared it and not
sneaked up on this country.g It reslly msde it bad for us because
everyone started to skay £;$t the Yisei too mmxE couldn't be
trusted and were treacherous. I didn't like thst at a2ll because
I was a part of this country. It looked like we were going to do
something for the Japsnese army. My brother was pretty sore about
the war so he went snd volunteered for the war ovut he was not
takeﬁ:' I'ne same thing heppened to him in camp.

| "uly mother was pretty; scared when the war broke out. She
just worricd a lot as she was afraid that something terribvle would
happen to the family. ®he didn't want to have us starve if she
lost her job. She didn't think that we would be able toO malie a
living snymore snd that worried her a lot. Wy brother lost his
jou too snd he felt juite bad about thaet Lecause it meant that
all of his income was lost to the family. We had to get out and
do odd jobe for some of the other Jspsnese families after that in

order to get along. It was prelty hard for my mother because she

worried too much sbout it and she didn't have nobody to lean oéZ]

"Quite a few Issei were interned after the wer so that most
of the Japasnese fawilies in our community were worried when they
would be taken next. Ky mothef was 80 afrsid of something happen-
ing to her which would csuse the children to be left alone thet
she made us get all the Japanese tiings around the house and Lurn
them. We beas#el everything like Japanese records, kendo outfits
and we threw away all the bullets for the 22 rifle. We turned in
our camera and other guns. Jhe whole town wes scared about what
was going to happen next. <Lhe government begen to put a lot of

travel reguletions snd things like that on ue because they didn't




want us to blow up the railroads. I don't think sny of the Nisei
would hsve done that. I didn't like all of those restrictions ana
my mother would get very worried whenever I stayed to visit the
next door neighbors after the curfew was on,

[}Before the war I thought thet I was an American like anyone
else, vut I lost my hakujin friends after Pearl Harbor. We sort
of drifted aspart. My best pals were still for me but L felt that
I was en the spot and 1 wented to prove to them that 1 felt the
same way they did avout the war.lirwo of these hskujin pals and
myself were known as the three iiusketeers and we made all of the
teams tpgether. Gee, we used to do everything back home. after
the war csme I couldn't go out with my pals at night because of
the curfew., <Lhis sort of wreckedoﬁbjfriendship becsuse we did a
lot of things together at night. +‘hey weren't med at me but they
didn't want me to bresk the 1avir.>
"After the war sterted L continued to go on the high school

i

end us Hisei felt bunny vecsuse of all the-rumors which were go-

tng arouné. <retty soon I heard that we had to be evacusted to

some kind of camp snd I didén't know why they had to think of such

a thing like that;] i wanted to graduste with my high school class

too snd 1 got sore. But wmy mother ssid nothing could be done.
When they started to egacuate tmx& the town of Lindsay was cut in
'—ﬁy. My family lived in the free zone so we didn't have to leave.
The Japanese families living on the other side of the line in town
had to go to Fresno snd Tulare assembly centers. The rest of us
just didn't know when we were going to be moved.
"We kept on waiting 81l the time and we had a2 1ldt of spsre
to gét ready for the evacuatiog. We didn't think we could

so much belonging with us to camp so we stored everything.
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[:When the Army finally asnnounced evacuation for the free zone, I
. thought it would be fun for me to meet other Japanese kids. I
thought thet was pretty good. I was looking forward to the time
when I could meet = lot of new people and {1 w@ﬁldn't have to work
80 hard out on tﬁe farm, I heard that it would be a lot of fun in
a camp. A lot of Nisei kids afted pnetty sore about evecuation
but they didn't say anything before wé left. I guess they had
more to lose than I did so that's why they got sore. There were
some of thom who acted prettiy giiped and I did the same thing

once in a while bedore being evafuated but I didn' get sore. I

just heard that it was against the constitution to get kicked out

like that and tha&'s why I felt that we should protestabout it:

I never though much of this as I was looking forward to meeting a

10T of Nise{]

"My mother thought that the evacuation was s pretty good
idea. She said that it would be a lot safer for us to be in =
camp and we would be fed. She didn't think that we would be able
to earn & living snymore if she stayed out. We heard a lot of
stories that Pilipinos were going around to beat up the Ninhon-
jins bﬁt they didn't come to our town. We heard loté8 ofrumos
about Filipinos killing Japanese farmers &nd that's what scared
all Japesnese in our community. I was pretty scaréd too because
thought sure the Filipinos were killing Japanese right snd left
end that was what really got us down. My mother made us lock k=
the door at night snd she &idn't want us to go out at all. Ve
didn't know if all these rumors were tnme. I heard afterwards
that & 1ot of Japanese did get killed by Filipons so our com-

munity must have been lucky to escape them.

"We stayed in the freex zone until July and we were just




waiting around for the evacuation. =4f% first we didn't think
that we would be moved because everybody waid this was a free
zone and we wouldbe sllowed to stay there. I know a lot of
femfilies moved in and they were told they wouldn't move again
but I notice that they were moved out. The rumors stout evafua-
tion became pretty strong so that we got resigned to the ides.

"We heard sbout Foston and everybody was wondering what it
was going to be like up there. I withdrew from high school st the
end of June since my junior year was completed for thet I didn't
losé out inany of my school work. 1 graduated next from frem
high school in camp. I figure %zk that it would look better if I
had a diploma from high school hiﬁg&?hnme but 1 guess a camp dip-
lomss is just zs good.

"My mother was very asnxious for us to get evacuated as tines
were getting hard and we didn't have any money to go move to sno-
ther state. as soon as we decided that we were going to be eva-
‘cuatea, we s0ld all of our belongings but we had to sexll things
pretty cheap because the hakujin didn't need everything thast the
Japanese families were selling. ©Some out of town hakujin came in
to buy up somethings and we practically gave it away. We sold s
lot of our stuff in one large batch so that we didn't make any
profit at allid We sold our car for $300 and it was easily worth
$600, I remember my brother ask-:—:"ihe automobile dealer what the
car was worth just éfter New Years when nobody wasz talking avout

evacustion and he quoted a prett; high price. VYhen he knew we

were being evacuated, he cut the price in kall We had to take it

or nothing at all.
"] heard that a lot of Japsnese with more property lost a

great deal and they all complained avbout it sfter they got into




camp but it was no use. They had a lot of time to sell out but
they waited sround trying to make the best deal snd they couldn't
get much of a price because all the hakujin knew they had to sell.

"My family sold out everything so that we have nothing left
vack in Cglifornia. We just went to camp with the hare essentials.
At that time I didn't feel so good against the U.S. as my Nisei
friends said that evacuation wasn't right, but I really wasn't
bitter. I just felt that we were being treated as Japanese and I
didn'f know how much my #merican citizenship stood for. I was
just interested in getting into Poston as I wanted to see what
camp was like.

"The trip up to Poston was a lot of fun. I didn't feel too
bad svout leaving my home town behind as we had nothing left
there. A lot of people were pretty ssd about mbving out. But I
just felt sad leaving my true friends behind and it was over
pretty quick. We got to Foston in July. It was really hot there.
It was such a dusty place that I was dissppointed. I had expected
camp to be much better than that. After I was there for a day or
so, I decided to get a job. I didn't have to look for one as a
fellow came around to sign up workers for our mess hall., I be-

ceme a dish washer right away. I did that work after school

started in VYctober on a part-time basis since I still had to

finish up high school., I-usualiy work in the mess hall at lunch
time and in the evenings.

"After I was in camp for about 2 months, I went to work for
the Poston press. I helped to deliver the camp paper to the re-
sidents. I also helped out with the mimeograpning. This was
part-time work. After that I went into the Future Farmers of

Americe poultry project as a pert of my school work. We just took




cere of the chickens. I continued this work until I graduated
from high school the following summer. I didn't have anything to
dec so I decided to go out on seasonal work sround August, 1%43.
After I came back to camp in November, I got & job &s a cook in
the mess hall ané I did that work until I resettled.

"My main sctivity at Poston during sll this time was going to
high school. It was a lot of fun as we had meny socials. I en-
Joyed meeting all of the different Nisei from other locaslities.
The school wes not nearly as good as the one I had gone to because
we nad to have our classes in the barracks and we hardly hsd any
furniture. It was much different from school back home. The kids
didn't study so hard because they didn’'t seem to care so0 much sbout
gredes any more, A 1ot of them didn't care for the teachers and
that's why they were indifferent. The only good thing sbout it
was that we had a chance to get elected to more school offices.
Since there were all Nisei in the school, it meant that all of the
student body officers were Nisei. Hardly any of the Nisei ever
hed a chance like that beck home because they just didn't get
elected to very many of the school offices.

: "When I went to high school at Poston I was pretty active. I

Lelénged to the student vody cabinet and I was vice-president of

the Future Parmers of America. I was slso elected yell lesder for

-

the high school and I became president of my English class.| This
year my younger brother is the president of the student body out
there. I elso took part in sll of the social sctivities of the
school. I guess that's all I went to school for. It was s lot of
fun doing sll these things. I rsn for student body treasurer but
I got beaten out on that.

"I didn't have too much time for sportes &s I had to go out to




thepoultry farm for two hours after school every day. Every once
in & while I had to work on a night shift. It was a very 'inter-
esting life though and I was pretty csrefree those days because I
didn't have to worry about anything. I thought the teachers were
swell as they were pretty nice to us. The Caucasians teachers
were pretty nice too and they tried to help us out, ovut I liked the
Nisei teschers bvetter. They treated us more as equals. Some of
those Caucasian teachers were pretty old and they didn't know how
to teach us as well as the ones I had back home. I guess they had
a di fferent method. I kept up with my school work fairly well,
but I emphasized my other school activities the most.

"In my spaere time I would fool around with redio par ts at
school and at home. I helped to put a loud spesker up in our mess
hall. It was doing this work that got me resl interested in radio
and I thought of going into this field instesd of fsrming some
day. I had charge of the loud spesker system when they made the
noon-dsy asnnouncements at the mess hall. Since camp was s0 close
together, we did everything together. I took part in gquite a few

of the other asctivities in camp. 1 learned how to dasnce so I

started to go to all of the camp dences. I went to the talent

shows and I managed to take in everything that was fun. I went to
one Japanese play which the Issei put on, but that was waste time.
On Sundeys I used to slternate between the Buddhist anda Christian
churches once in a while, dependine on where the best looking girls
went.

"I mede so many new friends while I was in camp. I was in
Camp II and it wasn't so lsrge so I got to know most of the Nisel
living there. I played on the basketball team for our bplock so I

met a lot of fellows in this way. We would go around and play all




of the other blocks. Yee, it was fun and I thought that Poston was
one swell place. After s while I got a little tired of it though,
even though Poston was good. When I got sll1 those things so easily,
it wasn't appreciated so much. I began to miss the other things

I had back home. I remembered about how I went to the corner drug
store in Lindsasy snd got milk shakes sand hamburger and I missed
thet sort of thing in Poston, I didn't feel restricted too much as
we went out of Poston on overnight hikes. It was just something
else avout the place that I knew was wrong., I concentrated on my
school activities and work, but I begen to get bored after I grad-
tated from high school becsuse there weren't so many thines to do.
I had a lot of girl friends there and that occupied me for s while.
I had more girl friends than I ever did in my life. That's 811 I
did, was to chase the girls as I waes considered one of the popular
Loys in high school,

"I wasn't aware of all the strikes snd agitation going on in
cemp 28 I only knew the Nisei there snd we only talked about sports
and dances. | Our block was run more by Nisei so it didn't hold all
of those demonstrations that the other camp had. WNost of the
people from our block were from all over central Cglifornis and
there were a few from Los Angeles. I know thst for & while they
were excited about some things but I didn't psy much attention.

1l was too interested in school and my social activities to notice
many of the other things going on in camp. We didn't have any of
those tough Nisei gangs in our cesmp so it was pretty gquiet.

"After I went to Poston I got acquainted with my dad all over

. again., He lived in Yamp I so I would go ®isit him guite often.

/ﬂp [;ftex I gradvated from high school my dad started to talk about

going out on seasonsl leave so I wanted to go along. I talked to




my mother sbout it and she approved of the plan as there was &an

older person to look after me. My pal also gsigned up to go and we

left Poston in August, 194521 Wie went out to Grand Junction, Co-

lorsdo to do farm work. At first we worked in the peaches for
sbout 2 or 3 weeks. After that we started to pick tom=toes. There
were sbout a hundred Japsnese working in one gang while we were
picking peasches, but we split up in smaller groups when we went to
tomato work.

"I worked for one of the big Japsnese fsrmers in Colorsdo and
he had about 200 scres in crop. He must have been making a let of
money because the msrket was very good. e did piece work there
so that we were sble to earn pretty good money. I made‘quite a
1ot but I had to buy & radio and other things for my family in camp
since we hed sold everybhing out before evacusting. I just went
out of camp in order to see what the outside was like. It was
mostly work snd I didn't have as much fun ss I had in cemp. We
stayed out for avout two months and then returned to camp. It
sure felt good‘to get vack there. I felt pretty lonesome for all
my friends and the social adtivities that I had mi ssed while I was
gone.

"After weturning, I went to get a job as s cook in the mess
hell and that was pretty essy. I worked every other dsy so I had
g 1ot of time to loaf sround. I signed up for night school and 1
took up bookkeeping for a while but I didn't keep it vp. I liked
my job in the mess hall so I thought I might even open up a res-
taurant some day. I was the assistant to the Issei chef and he
was easy to get aslong with because he had more modern ideas. We
would sit arounad all afternoon and just eat, I don't know why I

evePB_esme out of cemp now as it was so good beck there. My pel




and I had & lot of fun working in the mess hall.

"I was in camp for svout 3 or 4 months after I came bsck from
seasonal work. I picked vp my life from before but it didn't seem
the same. 1 didn't ha%e as much fun as when I went to hieh school
cut I still went to gll of the high school socials.[;Pretty soon
my friends began to go out of camp so I begsn to think more of my

own future, I didn't want to stay ipn camp when everyuvody I knew

were leavingZX I started to think of resettlement seriously when I

was out on seasonsal leave but it was pretty indefinite at that
time. I had gone out to 100k at the outside and I thought I might
even stay out if I liked it., I got pretty lonesome the first time
80 1 went back to camp obut I got pretty restless there too.

"I vegen to think that I would like to go out to Chicago in
order to go to & radio technical scinool so I began to make sll my
plans foz this.- The Army business came up after the beginving of
this jear so Il changed my mind sbout radio school. I came out to
Chicago on a.ééasonal leave. 1 was going to work for & while and
save my money snd then go on to school obut things didn't turn out
that way.

"The regson 1 finally maede up my mind to leave was that I was
gelling pretty vored with camp life as they didn't heve s0 many
socisl activities as before when everyone started to leave. All
rof my friends were going oﬁt and I didn't want to be the only sad
cage left behindzk Everyone would tslk avtout resettlement and the
places where they could go so I began to think about it too. Some
of the guys got letter from friends on the outside telling them
what fun it was and thst made some of us leave. There was the
usual dancing end things like that going on in camp but 1 wanted

to get out tecause my friends kept telling me to come., 1 finslly




got together with two other boys end we made out plans to come out
tOgether::x

"At first my mother didn't want me to go way out to Chicago
for seesonal work as she said it was oo dangerous.[:She hesrd
sbout Americanlguys treating the Nisei rough so she was worried
aLout me. ﬁy mind was mesde up s0 I didn't listen very much. My
mother ssid that I wouldn't make a.go of it out here as iLhe out-
side expenses would be too high. ©he said I was lLoo young to be
able to tske care of myself. ©=he wasn't worried about me going
wild but she feared for my safety?} It was & good thing that most
of the people in my block were in favor of resettlement because
many of them had gone out to farming and they knew what it was
like. All of the kids I graduated from high school with left camp
s soon as they could. I wanted to get out and go to school with
them out I didn't have the money. That's why I planned to work
for a while and then go to radio school., I had made up my mind 0y
this time that radio work was the most interesting field for me.
I learned quite a pit about it in camp. I was planning to meke
this work my carcer after I got some training in it.

[, "Another reason why I was so anxious to get out to Chicago
was thet I wanted to get into a big city. I hed always wanted to
see a Lig place as I came from a small farming town. The only big
¢ity 1'd ever seen before the evacuation was Oaklandi} I had gone
to a future Farmers of 4dmerica conference with my high school
group. I didn't even get to see San Francisco on that trip. Every
body was telling me that it was more fun to go to a city. I had
gone out to farm work on seasonal leave a few months before so I

didn't care to go to a farm district again.

"I didn't have aenytisme close friends out in Chicago but I




thought that it would be best to come outl here 80 ph‘t I could look
around for & good radio school. W%e had s s%é;gizzfiéave for six
months so that we could g0 back to camp ff we didn't 1ike it out
here. I changed it into an indefinite leave after I came out. My
mother let me go because she thought that I wax would be back for
sure in six months. ©She wouldn't have let me come out otherwise
as my older brother had slresdy gcone to resettle in Des Moines. EHe
had volunteered for the Army but he got rejected so he didn't feel
good staying in camp where the other guys could razz him,

21 signed up to work for the Bloomfield Company for six months.
In the contract I was supposed to get a raise every month. after
six months, they said that they would pay my fare back to camp.
We had to pay our own fare out here. We were gigen a sessonal
leave so that I didn't get my W.R.A. 2llowance until later. The
W.R.A. never did give me the transportation money. When I first
got out to Chicago I went to stay at the Wabesh YWMCA. We didn't
have any trouble finding & room. We were looking around for e
notel after we got to the Dearborn Station 22§na Nicei fellow

came up and told us to go to the "Y". I only had awout $50 when

I first came out here but I wasn't too worried ss my job was al=-

ready arrnsged.

"The day I got on the train to come out, I wasn't very afraid
because it was like a new sdventure. I had it in my mind that
Chicago would be a lot of fun. I was surprised to find that it
was such a vig ¢ity. I was disappointed that it was so cold out
here. It was Februvasry when I arrived and it was the first time I
had ever seen snow in my life. Lthe weather vothered me quite a
bit vecause it had been hot in Poston when I left there. I didn't

have any winter clothes at all because we only used light clothing




in camp.

"TPhe first thing I did after arriving in Chicago was to go to
the WEA to ask svout housing., They sent us out to this place
(56010 Drexel). We thought that $5 a week rent was too much as we
were not used Lo spending that much money in camp in a whole
month for everything. iWe sure found out that expenses were high
out here. iy money went right down and I was glsd to go to work
s0 I could earn & little bit. *“hen I had tsken the jou, I had
thought that 55¢ ank hour was plenty high wages as I used to work
for 30¢ en hour in California, 'I never got that high wages before

in my 1ife so I thought it was pretty good. I didn't figure on

the high expenses at ali:

-4

[j;There were only 3 other Nisei living in this house when we

first came in. My two friends and I made it six in a8ll. A lot of
Nisei started to come in later-as the WRA sent more snd more
people until some guys squawked sbout the high rent here. Right
now novody knew is moving into this place. 1I've lived here ever
since arriving into Chicago as I couldn't find snother spartment.
I didn't know how to go sbout it so I just stayed on. I figured
that this was the vest place to live as I would ve sble to come
home and have friends to talk to., It was more fun to live in a
group and I didn't went to get a room of my own becsuse I would
ecet too lonesome. I did look for my own place once on the north
side but it was too dirty,

"The landlord heard that a lot of Nisei were coming out to
Chicago so0 she decided to rent out the top two floors to the
Japsnese. She ran a nursing home on the first floor and she
couldn't get any patients on the upper floor. I liked this place

80 much thet I didn't feel like moving out even if the rent was




high. My two friends who came out with me are still here toe, but
they mre waiting to get inducted into the Army pretty soon.

"The only thing that I don't like acvout this building is that
the kitchen is too dirty. 'There are coekrosches run all over the
place and the landlsdy doesn't do anything avout it. There are
gvout 20 fellows living on this floor (third floor) anmd I know
just avout all of them. Some of them are much newer to Chicago
then I am. Their friends tell them to come out from camp and come
live here. I told a couple of my friends from camp to come here
too when they mentioned about resettling to Chicago.

"Bven if we have cockroaches in the kitchen, I think that

this place is much pbetter than my home basck in Cslifornia as we

had¢ & bathtub and flush toilets here. Bsck home we only hsd wooden

tubs and out-houses. It is furnished much better here bLecause we
didn't have any big rugs back home. I like it because we are lo-
cated pretty close to shows and I can go to the Loop easily. It's
much easier for me to go shopping here than back home. If I come
beck to Chicago after the onion harvest, I will come live here
apain. I'll probably get called for the Army hefore then though.

"I get along with the landlady okay and she treats me nice.
She still is a Jew though. She won't give us a maid to clesn up
the place and she tries to get slong as cheaply as possible in
order to make more profit. We have to furnish almost everything
exgept the dishes. We didn't get enough hot water for baths until
we complained. There are five guys living up in the attic room
and they have to pay $25 & week together for that stinking hole.
It's a robbery but we can't do anything svout it because housing
is too hard to find here. The lsndlady must make two or three

hundred dollars a week from the Japanese living in this building.

]




Even though the rent is high, I've never made much of sn attempt
to move because it is convenient snd I figure that I would have to
pey just as much anyx other place. The Caucesian neighbors ob-
jected to us at first but they don't say anything now. I like to

be near Nisei and I wouldn't mind if 211 the houses around here had

some of my friends living in them:?

"Phe first job I had at Bloomfield's didn't turn out very sa-
tisfsctory. I worked for a whole month before I heard that other
Nisei guys were msking more than I was. The Caucasian guys were
even making more. I lost fight because I was only getting 65¢ an
hour and I didn't get my raise so I quit. I heard that it was easy
for a Nisei to get other jobs. ©Some of the fellows in my house
told me about making anywhere from §§5a ﬁeek up and I wanted to
make money like that. I felt that 657 an hour was not enough to
live on so I began to look srouynd for a better paying job. At
Bloomfield's we made small can openers, butter butters and steel
tree climbers for the Army and other things like that. There were
about 20 Nisei fellows working on my shift. There were quite a
lot of Negroes working there too and we all got along well. The
Negroes were a little jealous of Nisei workers for a while because
we got psid as much as they did even though they had worked there
for a longer time. I heard that there was some trouvle between
the Negro and Nisei workers for a while but it was all settled by

the time I arrived.

"My boss at that job treated us good even if he did yell a

lot. I got slong with most of the fellows and I made some pretty
good fellows out there. All of the Nisel working there were out on
secasonal leaves vut most of them took out indefinite leaves after

working for a while., There were s few who went back to camp afiter




a8 while. There are some Nisei still working there and they seem
satisfied enough. It was easy work bvut the hours were short so I
didn't make over-time. I got dissatisfied after I heard of other
Nisei who made up to {80 a week.

"My pal quit the Bloomfield job with me. I felt kind of funny
because 1 never quit a job like that vefore. Back home most of the
4isel were glad to have & job, but out here it was easy to work
any place so0 we weren't as sfraid to ask for better wages. I went
to take & bus boy jou right sway. I got this job througk the WRA.
The only reason I took it wss because I felt that it would give me
some time to look around for a better job. My friends told me to
look around carefully for s while and not grav any Jjob that came
along, becsuse I would be frozen to it. The bus boy job wes in
the La Salle Hotel downtown. It only peid $3.50 a day and it slso
included tips. I only plenned "“to work for 3 or 4 days so that I
could make enough money to eat on. It turned out thet the job was
fun so I tried it out for two weeks.

"I finally decided to quit as I thought it would be better to
r

go into some kind of defense job. [ I had an unpleasant experience

in the restaurant which helped me make my decision., One night some
American customers started to call.us Japs as wWe were cleaning off
the table so I thought I hed better leave there before a mob came
to veat us up.{ There were only & Nisei in that place and I liked
one of the girls so that's why I was sticking around. However, I.
thought it would be better to go out before one of the customers
took a poke st me. 27 didﬁ't do anything but you know how some of
these hakujin are. They just think we are all Japs and they get

mad at {g&

"I went back to the WHEA office and I asked them to help me




find snother job. They told me about the Gage Structural Steel
Company. I went out there and I found that the jobu paid 75¢/ an
hour and there was plenty of over-time so I thought it was pretty
good. I began to work there and 1 stuck to that job until I quit
yesterday (September 28, 1944). 4t first I started out as a la-
vorer there. I helped to clean up the landing voats which were
veing vuilt for the Navy. I also did odd jobs like helping to
pack the parts and other things.

"After s couple of monthe in this job, I got promoted to be
e packer, It's sort of Welding work and mylwages was raised to
856¢ an hour. I worked for 10 hours a day and 7 hours on Saturdays.
A couple of time 4+ even worked on Sundays so that I made & $50
cheok quite & few times. The on1§:§h5 I didn't make it consist-
ently was thet 4 took & few dsys off on different occasions to
entertain & lot of my friends who came to town. I had to meet
them at the station to show them around. That's how my pay check

went down.

L_“I was workines on the day shift with avout 10 Nisei, 35 Cau-

casians and 10 Negro workers. I got along with all of the workers
in my department ss most of them were foreigners and it was all
mixed nationalities., I felt much more like an Americen than & lot
of those foreigBers because they didn't know how to speak Znglish
80 good. Lhe working conditions at the company were not so good
as ééf‘division did mostly outside work., It got cold snd windy a
lot of times.‘ I got disgusted pretty often with the job and I was
going to gquit but I decided to keep at it. After July I wasn't
able to get a job release so easily anyway. 1 thought that it was
no use to chenge asiound as all jobs were pretty much the ssme and

my work wasn't too vad even if I did get pretty dirty at it.




"The boss at the coupany treated us good and he was a lot of
fun. I worked directly with my boss snd one other guy. We made
the small foundations for the landing barges. L didn't learn too
much at that job because I had taken a welding course up in nigh
school and I knew most of the things already. I just continued to
work there so I could meske a little dough. I changed my seasonal
leave to an indefinite leave as I decided to stay here until I was
drafted. I gave up plans to go to school though.

"Phere wasn't any discriminstion in the shop where I worked.
The boss liked most of the Kisei as they were hard workers. There
were juite a few Nisei who only worked for & couple of days and
quit. The boss didn't think very much of these Nisei snd he said
that it msde it look bad for the rest of us. I made friends with
quite a few of the old Caucasian men working there and they treated
me good. They would come sround and joke with me all the time. I
never went around with any of them after work because they never
fnvited me. They were mostly o0ld men anyway and they only wanted
to go to the ssloons to drink beer.

"After working at the plant for 6 months, I was only able to
save $100. I sent guite a few gifts home to my family and I paid
back the §$80 I had borrowed from my mother when I first came back

here. After I decided not to go to school, I decided not to save

money so much as the Army was catching up with me and I wanted to

have my fun, | I had to buy my winter clothes too and I did send
quite & few things back home. It cost me quite a bit just to live.
I paid ¢£5 & month for rent and $25 s month for food. I eat with
Z other guys here and we share the expenses. That's 4#d44 $50

just for my room and board each month, 1 spend sbout #5 or %10 on

the average for clothes and my cleaning vill is sbout $3. I wash




-ZE-

most of my own laundry myself. I average sboul $80 a month for
recreation and 811 1 do is go play pool, bowl and go to show. I
haven't gone on any dates because I don't meet young girls of my
age around here. I just go with my own gang and it costs quite a
bit of money. I spend 35 a month or more on carfare end I send
snywhere from %25 to $50 bakkhome to my family in gifte or caigy

"I took a trip to St. Louis about & months ago and I soent
$50 that timm. I went down there to see a good friend of mine for
a couple of mankk'days. I also went to Milwaukee once for a Nisei
dance and L spvent about %20 that time. Lhat was after I felt I

to be drsfted and 1 wanted to have all the fun I could.

¥y mother told me to try and save money when I left camp obut I
gidn't do it. I always got my job back whenever I took time off
so I went on little trips on week-ends snd 1 would take one or two

deys off besides thats [@hat's how all of my money goes and I donl!t

anything to show for a2l1ll my work out hef%]

"I had planned to keep on working out here for quite a while
as 1 hadn't settled anything definite about the future. I was
just waiting sround for the Army when my brother phoned from-heb-
reska last vuly and he told me to come out there for the tomato
harvesting, I wss thinking of lesving then when something ruined
the crop so I didn't go. I kept on working here and 1 wrote and
told my brother that i wouldn't come down and do any farm work
during the winter as it was too cold. My brother wrote back again
and told me to come several times as they were short of farm work-
ers. He wanted me to come out and help our uncle in the onion
crop. He said we could go beck to visit Mom in camp after the
season was over. I'hat's what made me decide the other day so I

am leaving for Nebraska on Sunday, October 1. I'll be working




for my uncle out there.

"After the onion hsrvest is over, I'll go back to camp or I
mBy even eome back here to Chicago. It depends on what my brother
plans to do. II may go back to Poston snd stay for the Zmas vaca-

tion. That would only ve for a month or two. I'm not particular

about what I do because one job is Jjust like mnother. It's fun

to be traveling around to-different places though. I never

thought I would see so much of this country. I would like to go

to New York some time if 1 get a job there, vut I'll probably be
drafted vefore then. There's & lot of places in this country I1'd
like to go see. It would be fund to work for shout s month snd see
the plan and then move on. 1'm young yet and 1 can't decide what
to do definitely until 1 come back from the Army.

"I don't have any definite ideas about what I'll do im the
future., I don't want to be a farmer exsctly becauvse that is hard
work. I would like to get into some kind of a trasde if possible.
I don't have enough capital to buy my own farm and I don't have
the interest in it so I may not stick to this line. However, it
depends upon what my brother wants to do for the family. If he
buys & farm I'll have to go and help him out. I plan to be a far-
mer while I was in high school, but that was before I got to know
about other Jjobs I could get into. All Nisei guys were going into
farming back home and 1 didn't know there was a chance for some-
thing else. It's pretty hard to decide what I will do after the
war. My brother even said that he may try to start a farm in the
middlewest and then 1'll have to go help him so we can bring the
whole fsmily out of camp.

"I don't think we'll ever go back to Californis to live be-

cause we don't have'any property out there snymore. California is




the best state to live in but there is nothing for us to go back to
now. My 0ld men is in another camp right now, but my psrents got
separated way before the war so we can't count on him at all. I
reslly don't know why my folks were separated. I was too young to
know and my mother never explained it to me. It will be up to my
brothers and me to look after mother when the time comes for re-
settlement. Maybe my folks will come together ggain after the war
because dad likes the kids and he is slways willing to lend us
money. He losned me money before and. I went to Grand Junction with
him for seasonsal work the first time and we had lots of fun toge-
ther. He is just 44 and is like an older brother to me. He was
living out at Szlinas before the war so we didn't see him very

much until we got evacuated. I didn't get real acquainted with

him until I stsrted visiting him in Poston. When a family is

split up like that it is quite a problem trying to decide what to
do after the war, We were barely making a living before evacuna-

tion and that was tough.

[
I

war as 1 get a 1lot of fun out of cooking. There's juite a skill

| "I'd reslly like to start & restaurant of my own after the

to it and I find 4+ tske to it. The only difficulty is that it
rejuires s lot of money to start ax restaursnt and 1 wouldn't
toink of doing it while there's a chance for me to get drafted.

I haven't got the dough aﬁ;wa;. I figure there wééidnit‘be too
much discrimination against the Visei after the war. A4All of my
friends expect to lose their job when the war is over but they
don't know what to expect either. The Nisei will have a pretty
hgrd time after the war as many factories will be closed down and

the Nigei will be kicked out so that the soldiers coming back

will have the jous. I don't vleme the soldiers for wanting jobs




after they get through with fighting and come bsck but it's too
bad that the Nisei will be smong the first to got Tired. 1 think
the Nisei are fighting just as hard for the war effort as any-
tody but they haven't got too muc chance. There will be alot of

Nisei after the war and they may g0 back to cemp if they can't get

a job.f I suppose they can do farm work in lasbor gangs hut that

isn't fun. 4t one time L was thinking of going to Florida to do
farm work and work up the cosst in labor gangs just for the fun of
it &k but that was just a dream anyway. &lorids is too far from
home. xif I had & tusiness of my own, it will be better thsn work-
ing for somebody else vecause I won't get fired so easily. I will
have something definite to work for and I wouldn't ming working 10
or 15 hours a day if it is my owm business.

HI}I changed my pdans all the time snd that's why I don't have
a definite plan of my own now., Just before & left camp I heard
that Hisei would be drafted into the Army. That's why I thought
I should come out snd 20 to school. But I got my 1-A classifica-
tion about & month and a hsalf 8g0 80 that it was no use planning
on anything. I knew all along that I would get 1-A4 sooner or
later so that's why I decided to live every day as it came. I
tBink tnat I would resther be in the Army right now than waiting
around and wondering when i'll be taken. It wouldn't make too
much difference to me. i've heard s lot of rumors against going
into the Army, but 4 think that it will be fun, 1 feel 80 much
vetter wéndering around the different cities if I was in s uniform.
I don't exactly care to go to i1taly beceuse I heard the Nisei are
the spearhesds there but I think thst th war over there mey end
pretty soon and 1'd rather be i a uniform when they happens. 1t

will be vetter for my future. I think everyone is soon going to




hate the Jsps when the knvasion start and it will be better if I
were in a uniform because then they can't say anything to me then.
| "The only thing is that I think thét the Army should have
drafted us right flrom the begifgning of the war., after they did
all those Yhings like evacuation to us, I_feél like fighting too
much for this country. But then, I feel iLhe 4merican people who
say all those bad things against us are in the minority so that

this country is worth fighting for. I don't think democracy is

working so well after they treated us.) But in s way, it was

pretty good taking us out of Galifornia a8 it might have peen
hard for us when Jepan invaded the Bikx Fhilippines. Many of the
Japanese might had been murdered in their homes if they had
stayed behind. Those people in Californis didn't reslize we were
Americans t00 snd they would have tsken for Japanﬁgb mayte it was
safer for us to remain in camp. | My mother doesn't want me to eo
into the Army at all. ©She was very much against my brother vo-
lunteering when he did. She told me to stay in camp because she
thought 1 would be drafted right away if we came out here. She
was afraid waxs I would get shot if 1 went into the Army as I
wduld be sent overseas after training of 2 months. She was not

exactly bitter about evacuation as we were not doing todwell back

home. She just didn't want us to go into the Army ani get killed.

,
-

I think it will be easier for us to look after mother now as we
are older. ©She is veing taken care of in camp until we can get
established snd in that way camp life was pretty good for us.

"I don't care to go to the language school a fort Snelling
as 1 would rather be a plain soldier. I don't want to fight
agalnst Japan though. If 1 ever got sent to Japan, they wouldn't

take pity on me. 1'd hate to use my knowledge of the langusage




egainst Jepan as it is their tongue. I don't care to fight
against Jspan even though they are my enemies. I would much
rather fight against Germany. I think that the ¥isei combat team
is pretty good and 1'd rather be with them. However, 1 stild
think thet the Hisei should be mixed up with the Army. It's just
like racial discrimination if they are all put together. It would
be more democratic if ali the nationslities were mixed Up.. JI84
like to get into the merchant marine or the Navy but there's not
much chance for the Nisei to do that. I'd like to go to sea and
travel around and see the world.i

[f;f I get into the Afms and if we make & g00d showing, then
the feeling of the American people will be better for us. There's
& slim chance that this will happen altho not many people know
about the Nisei in Itely. If we fail in the Army, then it won't

help eny of us very much becasuse the American people will say that

we failed our chance to do our fighting.|

"We have a lot of things to overcome. They say that the
cause of evacuation was because of ssbotage. I don't know about
that. Back home where I ceme from, there was hothing to sabotage
and yet we had to move out. I think that they just wanted to get
us out of California and they used the war as the excuse. Gen.
DeWitt was behind &1l of this snd I heasrd he got vaid & lot of
money for evacuating us. The cattle reisers and big hekujin far-
mers wanted us out as the Japanese farmers were better and these
Other people were jealous. If the Japanese start farms out here,
1 don't think the hakujin people will like it too much &s there
will ve & lot of competition once more., I csme from the farming
area in Central Valifornis where a lot of Japanese owned their own

land. Some of them were sble to keep their farms when the evacua-




tion came, but 4 think that most of them hsd to sell out. I think
that those who have fsrms out there yet will go back eventuslly
and try to meke a new start.

Back home I don't think that any of the Japanese were danger-
ous like they said in the newspaper. I thought our ares was
pretty good as the Livei and Issei were not too strong for Japan.
I never heard them talk too much about it anway. They were send-

ing things to the Japasnese 4rmy when people came Exmmxacfor dona-

tions but they wouldn't sabotage agsinst this countrx.}rWhen I had

to sign that loyalty gquestion in camp in March, 1943, I didn't
have snything against the government so I answered Yyes'. 4 'lot
of peOpie answered 'no-no' because they were bitter sbout losing
property. My mother ssid to answer doubke 'no' but I didn't
snswer 10 her. I didn't think I oeloné;lo this country after
losing my rights. ®She said that if I answered double 'no', I
wouldn't get drafted at all., But the way I plenned was that I in-
tended to stay in this country all my life and I never wanted to
c0k to Japan., My mother wanted to go back to J apan, but she fi-
nally snswered 'yes' to the juestionnsire tecause all of us an-
swered it trst may;'

"That wes pretty exciting time in camp when they had that
registration. I remember one night the block people called &
meeting at £ o'clock in Lhé morning snd they insisted that all
the people answer 'no' to the guestionnsire the next dsy. They
told us our citizenship wasn't worth anything a whole lot of mess
like thet. I didn't understsnd them too well because they talked
in high-powered Jspenese. There was & lot of excitement going on
during those few weeks that registratién went on. In many of the

mx® blocks three-fouwrthe of the people answere 'mo' and they had




to go to Tule Lake. It was funny because s8ll the men in our

vlockmax told us to answer double 8no' and they snswered 'yes'. AsS

a result only a few Kivei from out block went to Tule Lake when

the segregation came.

"Sometimes 1 don't know what to think about this wer. I wish
that there would be s peace term between the United States and
Japan a8 it would be easier on the Nisei. It would be bad for the
iseli if we win or lose this war to Japan. Lither way, people
will look down on us unless we can d0 enough now to mske them
think otherwise. I figure thet we are going to get kicked sround
either way so I don't care too much about the war now. I don't
believe in 8ll the things we are fighting for. I don't give a
darn asbout Japan and I'd just ss soon they Rost the war. But I'd
feel funny if thet happen as I hsve Japanese vlood in me. At the
ssme time I feel like an Americen when 1 do s lot of things.
That's the trouble; it's a half snd helf sort of e feeling. In a
way, I don't feel very much like clapping when I go to the movies
and see the pictures about how cruel the Japanese soldiers sre.

1 don't feel like clapping when I see the U.S. fidg in the movies
either. 1t's a funny kind of feeling because I don't know emectly
where 1 pklong., 1 would like to belong entirely to this country
but & lot of people are not willing to let us. do this.

"I still think that I am loysl to the United States and I'd
do all I can to help it out if I were drafted. I'm an American
because I get a lot of free dom out here like everjone else and
I'm not discriminated agsinst like the Negroes. That's why I
felt more like fighting for this country after I came out of camp.
I live just an ordinsry life and I had my educstion here. 1I'd

feel like more of sn outcast if I were still in cemp because all




of the Nisei hsve left.

"l don't know nothing about Japan so I can't feel at home
there. I only know a little bit avout the languace as I only went
to Japanese school one year. I learned most of the language from
my mother. I know more of the Ameriean things so that is the
regson why I don't care to be sent to Japsn. I heard that they
might even try to deport ws but I don't think that can happen.
There sre some dumb Americans who wsnt to do that because they
don't want to give us a chance. I get pretty darn mad when I read
of the American Legion who want to take our citizenship away from

us. It's not up to them to decide because it's written in the

constitution. when they happens, they only mske the Nisei feel

less loyal to this country. You can't beat s person down snd ex-
pect him to kiss your hand. I'd ve willing to forget everything

that was done to us in the past and feel thet ho harm was done if
they left us salone and gave us an ejual chance with other Ameri-.
cans.

"No lie, man, I like this country quite a bit and I am proud
of it even is some people think that I don't belong here. Zvery-
thing is good and fine in this country except a few Americans who
get on ﬁy goat. I feel that if one Nisei was bsd, it could hurt
things for all the rest of the Nisei. <The same way is true avout
the Americans; if one bad Ametrican does something against us, it
magkes it look like all Americans are bad. I know thst it isn't
true at all. I believe that sooner or later the Nisei will get
their right place in this country ss they are willing to 4o every-
thing to help out in the war effort. They serve in the Army and
they work in war plants. What more cen they do to prove them-

selves ss loyal americans. Some peovle are not even ssatisfied




with that ana they still don't want to give us a chance. That's
why there might be juite a bit of @iscrimination in jobs after
the war but I think this will pess over after a while.

"I don't follow the news atout the Nisei too closely 8o I
don't know what they are doing now., L am just a happy-go-lucky
kid and I feel that everything will tﬁrn out like they taught us
in school as democracy must ®ork for all of us. I really thiné@,
this is going to come true so that is why I have hope for the
future. I think my family will be resettled in a good way sooner
or later but we'll have to work for it. I haven't talked much

sbout resettlement with my family yet as my mother never mentions

it. 4ight now she wants to stay in camp and go veck to Japan safter

the war. My brother is working on family resettlement the most.
He is doing farm work out Nebrasks way to find out if there sare
any good proppects for him to go out on his own. He will have to
most of the work for family resettlement but I will help all I

I em leaving it all to my maxk vrother as I expect to get into
Army soon. My brother is 4-F now so he doesn't have to worry
sbout getting drafted. I have to wait snd hear what his plans are
first before I can do snythineg avout family resettlement. If I
don't get drafted I will start on it with my brother., I can't
make any definite plens on it right now but I am thinking of it
now and then.

"My mother, younger brother and sister are still in camp. ;
heve two other mesrried sisters but they are in another camp. They
have toheir own families to taske care of. My-mother is sbout 41 or
S0 but 1'm not sure of her age. She was only 16 or 17 when my
older sister was born. I don't know what my mother would do if she

went back to Japan. GHer mother is still living back there some




place. I don't know very much avout my family history.

"I think that my parents came from Hiroshima Een. Iy folks
came to this country avout 26 jears Ago and my two older sisters
were worn near donterey. My father and his four brothers and
sisters all came out here at one time and they all hsd & farm
arouna donterey. They are all married. All of them sent back to
Japan for their wives and my dad fixed it up for his sister. All
0f these relatives went into farm work around Central Ca lifornia,
vut L don't know where they are now. Some of them went back to
Japan after they made a little money. My dad was always a farmer
and he moved to Sanger where the rest of us were born. After he
separatéd from my mother, my older sister had'to quit school in
ordier to help the family. We moved to Lindsay and we got along
pretty well as my mother and sister got jobs there. All of the

rest of us were able to finish-high school and the youngest are

still in school in camp so we did okay as a family group. |I don't

think that my younger sister and brother would want to éo'with my
mother to Japan as we have more of the family control now and she
¢can g0 on her own way without our support. We'll just make her
come out witn us some place and I know that she will stick with us.
If we do that, we should be able to make out even better than we
did vefore the war. My mother just dreams about going back to
Japan vecause so many of the Issei in camp telk about it but we
won't let her go. We would rather start out some place in the
midwest after the war vecause it would be a btter life to stay in
this country. The way we figure it is that my mother is used to
this country and it wouldn't be hard for her. Maybe she would
like it better in Japan but none of the kids would like it there

g0 it's better for her to think avout all of her children instead




of herself.

{T"I don't think that I msde too much progress out here during
the months I was resettled. I didn't do anything a2t all but eat,
sleep and play. 1 just IOamed aroubd with the rest of the boys
on Saturday nights and we would go g8ll over Chicago just to see
the different places. Once in a while we would go play poker.
Sometimes we just like to go down to the iOOP end watch all the
people going by in the street. I don't think that I have any bad
havits, I just started to smoke recently but I_don't drink sltho
some of the other fellows do. We never go to the whore houses
alth&ﬂthe other guys in this building are always going. I wounld
not mind going sometimes but I'm afraid that I might pet some
disease or I might et caught by the police.C All the fellows out
here talk stout the different places they go too and that makes me
curious. There gre about six whore houses that they go to out
here and none of them have veen caught yet. Some of those guys in
this house go all the time. That's where they spend most of their
money. JThey sre only a little older than me too. If I stuck
around Chicago, I might get that way too. -I don't want to get a
bad reputation because I have ambitions to make good some day.

"I haven't really done too many things since coming out here.

,F\ : 2 i
During the week I never go out very much althd we used to go over

to the Hyde Park YMCA to swim and play basketball sbout 3 or 4
times a week.,. I used to ve a member there. We jusf play basket=-
vall among ourselves as there weren't too many Caucasian fellows
sround. <+hey are 8ll in the Army. Basketball is my favorite
sport snd I used to mske the team back home and in camp. I try

to live a clean life out here because I don't want my mother to be

too disappointed in me.? Idon't care to go too wild as it doesn't
-3




look so good. I see too many of these Nisei guys getting drunk
all the time and they don't even go to work snymore. A lot of
them go to gambling places but not so many from this house.

—ZI hear about those Nisei zoot suiters all the time but they
don't wear the extreme zoot suits so much. <+‘hey just act tough amnd
I see them henging around on “lark St. the most. There are jquite
& few on the North ®ide but L don't see S0 many of them down on
the South ®ide. I don't think so much of the zoot suiters as they
hurt the Nisei reputation. I sort of like the way they wear their
hair ovut it shouldn't ve so long. <They wear their pants too tight
too. Boy, they really have a bad reputation. Iy room mste tells
me that'they even go up aBk money from other Nisei who wslk down
the street. I never heard of any Japanese doing that before.

Those guys go out with cheap Caucasian girls. One time I was
walking down Clark St, with a friend and we passed by s bar and I
saw 3 Nisei fellows drunk with Caucasisn girls and they were pretty
lowd. It made me feel ashamed e&s I 8idn't think they were behaving
right. I would never say snything to lmve an srgument with one of
those fellows because they carry knives and are always looking for
a fight. They act as if they owned the town but they don't bother
the others too much., I heard some of them look for fights with
Cauvcasians just to beat them uwp. I never hesrd of such a thing

before I came to Chicago. My friends tell me they were pretty

wild in Los Angeles but I didn't know about that before. I bet

they weren't as wild as they are now,

"done of my friends are zoot suiters as we didn't have any
them at Foston. My pals are just average guys who work in faec-
tories. They play around sometimes, but they don't waste all of

their money sll the time like a lot of Nisei guys. One of my




friends here goes to school. Iily best pal sends money home every
month and he never fools around. Some of the other guys in this
house are pretty wild but I don't go out with them. I think the
wildest euys have moved to the 2§izhside.

"I have avout 7 close friends who go around in my gang. Most
of them are my class mates so they are pretty young. ie jysed to
run ground together in camp and had a lot of fun. The other Nisei
I know, I met out here. Four of my gang live in this house so I
see them all the time. We have lots of fun but the only trouble
is that 1 don't know enough young girls out here. I used to go out
all the time with'gills in time but I haven't had a single date out
nere yef. i've been to a few of the socisls sponsored by the
Christian church and those are fun. I'm sort of a member of the
43rd St. Christian church even thought I was s Buddhist before.
This group gave a dance last week-end and it was fair even though
there weren't enough girls. I don't go to the Buddhist church any

more altho I went to one in camp. I heard that there was a Bud-

dhist church out here vut I haven't looked it up because all of my

friends are interested in the 4%rd St. church activities. I don't
pelieve in religion so much anyway. I like the Christian people
better now as I know them the best,

"Since 1've been out here I went to the Baptist church where
Rev. Morikawa preached several times. Usually I am too busy play-
ing pool though. I'm not religious at s8ll and I usually g0 to meet
friends. I've met a lot of girls out here but I never go to know
them very well., 'All of my friends are Nisei, OUnce in a while I
think of gelting merried but I can't be serious avbout that for
several years yet because I'm'too young. =11 the guys are talking

about gcetting married out here because they sre making good dough.




"I don't know any Caugasian girls as I just as soon run around
with Nisei girls. It wouldn't seem right for too many Nisei to
marry Caucasians as the public wouldn't like it. I never thought
of it for myself. I met a 1ot of Caucssian people at the church
but 1 never developed friends there. I really don't have too much
of an estavlished social life so I have been looking around for
different thinss to do. I've never veen to one of those big Nisei
dances out here as they haven't had any since I've come to Chicago.
The dances they had at the church were ususally fun. Usually abeout
40 Nisei would come and sbout six would be Caucssisn. 4 think
that there should be more of these Nisei socials so we can get
acquainfed with Nisel on Saturdsy nigcht. I'd rather do that than
go to thg pool hall,

"All I do is go around in my gang and when my friends come to
town I just show them around. ‘We go out to eat and to see the
shows. I'd like to show them around to the museum and zoo but they
aren't too interested. I never go to the night ctubs because it
seems that it is too expensive. Once in a while all of us guys go
to the burlesgue shows for fun. Someocox the guys who come thpu
stay in Chicago for about a week. They have to pay $1 = night for
the beds when they stay here but we usually féed them for nothing.
Quite a few of our friends from Poston have passed through on their
way to other cities. They slways want to go to the night e¢lubh but
we can't get enough girls together to go, I wouldn't konow how to
act if 1 went to a night club anyway.

| "I think the best thing to do would be to have a big building

whefe all the Nisei could meet. <hen we could have a lot of clubs

like we had in camp. Li'd like to see a very large group 80 we

could throw a big dsnce. I'd be happier if they lmad more of these




social affairs at least twice a month and it would be something to
look forward to besides out pay checks., They dam can't do it very
well as there sre too many Nisei groups in Chicago right now and
they don't seem to get along with one another. About the only
Nisei groups which seem to bLe organized are those with churches.
I think “hicago is too pig to try to get all Nisei in once place.
Boy, if 6000 Nisei got into one place here, 1 pet the hskujin
would think the Japanese Army was invading.

L"I don't like Chicagg as a big city is too much for me. 1I'd
rather live in a smsller place where 1 can get to know everybody.

Chicago is sort of funny and the Nisei living here think they are

too good for one snother. They aren't friendly at all and they

b i ]

Just stare at us. 4t gets me down. I1'd like to be friemds but
they don't want it so I have to stick more to my own group. That's

why I think it would be hard to get sll the Nisei together out

here. |
—
"I suppose it would be a lot better for the Nisei to make
meny Csucasian friends in order to get them to understand us better.
If they got to know what we were like, we wounld be accepted better.
I don't think that the Caucasians want to know us right now because
of the war so that it is hard. The hskujin in the church try to
get us together with them, but it just doesn't seem to work out.
There is something wrong some place. It might be because the Niseil
don't give a darn avout Csucssisng friends. That's the way I feel.
So I stick with my Nisei friemis. I know it's wrong but I don't
have the time to go looking for “aucasiasn friemds when there are so
many Nisei friends &ll asround. Most of mthe Nisei want to be with
toneir own Nisei friends snd they don't care to mingle so much be-

cause it mskes them uncomfrotable. I don't know & single Nisei who
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hes a lot of Caucasian friemd. I know we shouldn'tlavoid meeting
Caucaséans but that's what we all do. I would like to meet Csuca-
sians but I don't have the time. I talk to the church lady all the
time. I domn't feel beckward about talking to Caucssisns like so

many Nisei do. 41t doesn't make me feel low in moralejust because

I'm a Nigei, \

"Pretty soon there will be a Jepanese town in Chicago as
quite a-.few families are coming out right now. <his will mske
most of the Nisei happy. 1 think that it wight be a good thing
even though the Gaucasiansrwouldn't like it. 1'd rather live in &
Japanese town as l1l'd feel freer ahd more like 4 belong here. 1I'd
be with‘more people like myself and nobody would stare at me. 1'd
like ©To open a Japanese restaurant right in the Japanese section
so 1'd get a lot of business;

"But then, if there is a Japanese town here, it may cause re-
sentments but that can't e helped. The Jaspasnese in camp would
feel more like coming out if there were s Japanese district to come
to. <Llhen they would be able to go to Japsnese stores and they
would feel vetter. They wouldn't get insulted by any hskujin clerks
who couldn't understend them so well. <The only thing I wouldn't
like is if they force all Japenese to live in onge plsce as it
woula get crowded. I Jjust went to be left alone snd I wouldn't 1like
10 see hard feelings develdp between a Japsnese community and the
Caucasiens. J{he best thing thet I would like to see is for the
Nisei to ve working rieht slong with vaucaesians when it came to
mexing money snd then they could go living in their own districts
aftes that if they wanted to. I wouldn't want it so the “auca-
sians wouldn't give us a job)because we couldn't make much money

working for Japasnese employers, I guess the way it works out is
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to work with the hakujin but I want to play with the Nisei.

"Phe immediste future may not be too good, especially if there
‘;s a depression after the war, I'm only hoping that the Nisel will
do pretty good eventuslly because I am one of them. I know a lot
of families out on farms and they seem to be doing pretty well., It
would be good Bf everyone from the camp resettled before the war
ended so that they could ssve some money for the depression. If
they had to come out after the war when there is a depression, it
will be pretty hard on them., I think sometimes these camps may get
to be just like the Indisn reservation. It's going to be pretty
hard on those Issei people who have no children to help them out.

"I think thet if resettlement keeps up like it has been doing
during the past, it will be pretty good and we will do much better
than the 4indians. If course, there is always s cheance thet thines
will get so tough thst we may have to go bsck to ecsmp. I'm not
vitter at -this country altho at times I feel that we aren't veing
treated fairly. I wish 4mericens would understand that I am for
this country ss much as they are and I think the rest of the Nisei
are too. that is why they are coming out of camp. They have feith
in this country. If they didn't feel this way they would go to
Tule Lake. 4 lot of guys say they plan to go to Manchurias or the
South Pscific after the war but they are only talking through their
hats. They'd much rsther stay in this country if there is a chance
to meke a decent living., The only thing thaet meskes me bLoil inside
is when people make cracks at me of being a Jap and that makes

things tougher.

"I'm pretty sure thet the majority of the PMisei will remain in

this country the rest of their lives. None of them really want to

g0 to Japsn as they would be looked down on even there. sSome of




the Issei mey g0 because they won't have anything else to do. lhere
are a lot of people in Tule Lake, vut I know that many of the nisei
are there only because their psrents made them go. They covldn't
leave thelr psrents as they were too young to go out on their own.
It's too bad because L don't think they will like it too much in
Japen if they have to be deported.

|
. "I'm just hoping that I will be left slone. Ky aim in life is

to make a good living and be heppy. 1'd like to raise & family and
maybe own a farm or a business of my own so thet my sons coula take
over when I got o0ld. d#aybe I'll get this wish some dsy if I keep
working hard. #“ignt new J'm more interested in fun but that's be-
cavse 1 may be drafted soon. ihen I got to Nebraska next week I'll
provably be working hard. I don't know where I1'll go from there but

L'm not worried. I'm still young snd l've got & long time to make

up my mind and I know I'11 settle down sooner or later and I know

I won't get bed. All I'll do will be to enjoy myself., That's one

of the main objects of living. It's no use being discouraged all

the time because that doesn't get youy any place.”
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While I was 1n grammar school most of my playmates
were Nisel fellows although I started to go around with
a Caucasian crowd in high school anyway. The few of us
who did go all had Caucasian friends and I didn't notice
anything that made us different. I knew that our skin
color was a little different but I never thought much of
those things. The kinds at school just took us as we
were. I was too young to think about discrimination and
all that stuff but I used to hear my mother mention it
once in a while. I guess it was pretty hard for some
Nisei to get jobs before the war because my mother used to
say maybe I'd have to go to Japan for a jJob because there
was nothing here for me. I couldn't understand that be-

cause I was having fun fooling around with my Caucasian

friends.'

I never was aware of all the Japanese people did be=
cause I took these things for granted and I was so busy
trying to grow up and get into high school. I never did
study very hard so that I didn't make such good grades.
A few of those other Nisel students studied all the time
and they were known as top students in the school. While
I was in Junior high school I did about the same things.
I had a lot of fun but I don't think I learned too much.
I barely made enough grades to graduate. I went all the
way through school with my boyhood pals and we used to have
a lot of fun together.,

In high school I made the basketball, football and

track teams. I was a member of the Future Farmers of"
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America for four years. I went to the FFA conventions
every summer. I was lococking forward to my senior year
so I could go to the San Luis Oblspo convention when the
war broke all of this up. I had plans to go there to
San Luls Obispo to do my last year in high school as I
heard that I could wqu my way through. I was too young

80 that I didn't have much plans for the future. I was

having too puch fun playing sports to ever think of these

things. I guess I Jjust/thought I would be a farmer event-
ually like my brother./




