
I nt er v i ewer ' s code 

£ c l  I c h i u ^g a Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 

I s h i  gak i  Febr uar y, 1944 (Revi sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

? , 1944 I nt er vi ewer  Xi KUcn l  Dat e of  i nt er v i ew 

3. Mar i t al  s t at . M 1, Case number  
Ent er ed 

4. Pr esent  addr ess 

5. Lat er  addr esses Dat e 

6. Bi r t hpl ace Ssnp- ei  

8. Al i en or  Ci t i zen u 

10. Addr esses bet ween Dect  

7, Bi r t hdat e 

9, Ni s ei , Ki bei  or  I s sei  lsJ I , 
1941 and evacuat i on 

Lef t  Ent er ed Dat e 

J  Ul :v Dat e 11. Assembl y Cent er  

Dat e 12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  

13. Addr esses s i nce l eavi ng Rel ocat i on Cent er  

(pr i or  t o "pr esent  addr ess ") 

(a) Gi and J unc t i on. Co l or ado 

Lef t  

14. Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  on December  1, 1941 

Rel at i onshi p t o 

Reset t l er  Age Sex f i i r t hpl ace Rel i gi on Occupat i on 

�LÜli 
sel f  

f t  i  p r. n r  



What  member s of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  to Assembl y Cent er  

Gi ve symbol s 

What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 

Rel at i onshi p 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace 

Occupat i on 

as of  Dec . 

What  member s l i s t ed i n 14 or  15 above went  t oget her  t o Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect ? 

Gi ve symbol s . 

What  ot her  r el at ed persons'.1' 

Rel at i onshi p 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace 

Occupat i on 

as of  Dec . 1, 1941) 

Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  i n Chi cago 

Addr ess i  

symbol  |  Rel at i onshi p 

see 13) Ent er ed L ef t  t o Reset t l er  Age 

Occupat i on 

(at  dat e of  

i n t er vi  ewj  Bi r t hpl ace 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er  

Grammar  school s (name and l ocat i on) 
Gr ade compl et ed Dat es 

Gr ade compl et ed 
Hi gh school s (name and l ocat i on) 

i  i  nafi '- i  f r  n i  gr . 

Qci oi i  ¿i i gx. ¿ '0st on. A i i z c n  ̂
Co l l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  

school s , (name and l oc at i on) 

Gr ade 

compl et ed 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 

school , l ocat i on 
Dat es 

J s pMi es e school  
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Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  

"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  
19, Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) , 

by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng " 

such per i ods . I ncl ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  

and cont i nue wi t h empl oyment  si nce r es et t l i ng. 

Dat es 
Fr om 

Reason 

f or  t er -

mi nat i on 

20. P o l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 

Dat es For  what  par t y 



CH 52. Rober t  Nobu I c h i naga WRA For m 26 209781 

2. Post on 7 / 16 / 42 
3. None 
4. R t . 1 Box 190 L i nds ay , Ca l i f . 
5. I c h i naga, Henr y J apan 

Kat ashi ma Tomoyo, J apan 
5a . U . S . f ar mer  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Rock H i l l , Exet er  9/ 31 t o 6/ 39 

J un i o r  h i gh , L i nc o l n , L i nds ay 9/ 39 t o 6/ 40 
Hi gh s c ho o l , L i nds ay 9/ 40 t o 6/ 42 

7a . Maj o r : Agr i c u l t ur e "F ut ur e F ar mer " 
8 . None 
12. 64 115 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t  
18. Si ngl e 
19. Son 
20. 3 / 21/ 25 
23. Yes 
24. Hi gh- 3 
25. Speaks J apanes e 
27. Far mhand, v eg . 
27a . - -

28. 6/ 39 Tr uck f ar m, v eg. and f r u i t  10 ac r es . Far m l abo r er  
29. At  pr esent  k i t c hen hel per  
30. Buddhi s t  
31. 

Ro ber t 1s br o t her , Howar d Kazuo I c h i naga 

2. Pos t on 7 / 16 / 42 
3. None 
4. R t . 1 Box 190 L i nds ay , C a l i f . 
5. I c h i naga, Henr y J apan 

Kat as hi ma, Tomoyo J apan * 
5a . U . S . f ar mer  Abr oad None 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Rock H i l l , Exet er  9/ 29 t o 6/ 37 

Hi gh s c ho o l , L i nds ay 9/ 37 t o 6/ 41 
7a . Maj o r : Sc i enc e, Agr i c u l t ur e 

F o o t ba l l , Bas k et ba l l , T r ac k H. Y . 
8 . None 
12. 66 130 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t  
18. Si ngl e 
19. Head 
20. 2 / 4 / 23 
23. No 
24. Hi gh- 4 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. T r ac t o r  d r i v e r , f ar mhand, f r u i t  
27a . Wel der  30 men 
28. 6/ 42 t o 7 / 42 Or ange gr ower , 20 ac . Far m l abor er  j t f ck.45 h r . 

5/ 42 t o 6/ 42 Cel er y pk g. Shed, L i nds ay Veg. Gr . A s s n . Cr at er  

15 men . 55 h r . 
5 / 41 t o 1/ 42 Vi ney ar d Di amond K , Exet er  As s t . For eman .50 h r . 

Pr oduce s hi pper  f o r  gr ape p i c k er  cr ew 
29. Mot or  o v er haul . Wel di ng ( ac et y l ene, ar c h) T r ac t o r  d r i v e r . OP Wel der  
30. Buddhi s t  
31. #7. At t ended Wel di ng Aut o mechani c ni t e s choo l  16 wk s . L i nds ay . 

#29 K i t c hen hel per  at  p r es ent . 
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Ro ber t ' s Mot her , Tor aoyo I c h i naga 

2. Post on 7 / 16 / 42 
3. None 
4. R t . 1 Box 190, L i nds ay 
5. Kat as hl ma, To k i c h i  J apan 

Ur i ma, K i sayo J apan 
5a . U . S . f ar mer  Abr oad None 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Yamamot o, J apan 4/ 06 t o 4/ 14 
7a . None 
8. J apan l / &6 t o 2/ 16 
12. 60 180 l bs . 
13. No maj or  def ec t  
18. Di vo r c ed 
19. Mot her  
20. 1/ 15/ 99 
23. No 
24. J apan 8 
25. Speaks J apanese � � ' 4 -  -
27. � -

27a . 
28. Housewi f e 
2Q 

30! Buddhi s t  
31. - - -

Ro ber t ' s br o t her , Or den Y o s h i t o I c h i naga 

2. Post on 7 / 16 / 42 
3. None 
4. R t . 1 Box 190 L i nds ay , C a l i f . 
5. I c h i naga, Henr y J apan 

Kat as hi ma, Tomoyo J apan 
5a TJ  S . f ar mer  
7. 'Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Rock H i l l , Exet er  9/ 33 t o 6/ 41 

Hi gh s c hoo l , L i nds ay 9/ 41 t o 6/ 42 
7a .Ma j o r : Gener al  
8 . None 
12. 63 115 l b s . 
33. No maj or  def ec t  
18. Si ngl e 
19. Son 
20. 3/ 28/ 27 
23. Yes 
24. Hi gh- 1 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. 
27 a . 
26. St udent  
29 # 

30! Buddhi s t  
31. 
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Ro ber t ' s S i s t e r , Laur a Yaeko I c h i naga 

2. Post  on 7 / 16 / 42 
5. None 
4. R t . 1 Box 190, L i nds ay , C a l i f . 
5 . I c h i naga, Henr y J apan 

Hat as hi ma, Tomoyo J apan 
5a . U . S . f ar mer  Abr oad None 

V . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Rock H i l l , Exet er  9/ 35 t o 6/ 42 

7a . - - -

8. 
12. 60 90 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t  
18. Si ngl e 
19. Daught er  
20. 4 / 23/ 29 
23. Yes 
24. Gr ammar  7 
25. Speaks J apanes e 
27. - - -
2 7 a . � 
28. St udent  
29. P i c t ur e c o l l ec t i o n 
30. Buddhi s t  
31. 



Ev ac uat i o n & Res et t l ement  St udy 
Chi c ago , I l l i n o i s CH- 52 Kay I s h i gak i  f p s eud . ) 
Char l es K i k uc hi  
Oc t ober  I E , 1944 

Hay I s h i gak i , I S , was i nt er -
v i ewed a t  one s i t t i ng o f  ¿ Xxk as z 
6 or  7 hour s as he was l eav i ng f o r  
a f ar m j ob i n - Nebr aska. Onl y t wo 
pr ev i o us c ont ac t s had been made 
wi t h t h i s i nd i v i dual  but  he was 
most  c o o per at i v e. Ke qui t  wor k one 
day ear l i e r  i n or der  t o t ake t he 
t i me t o be i nt er v i ewed s i nc e he f e l t  
t hat  he want ed t o do somet hi ng t o 
hel p ot her  Ni s e i . Ray maj  r et ur n t o 
Chi c ago af t er  t he har x êst  season 
s l t h o h i s f ut ur e pl ans ar e ver y i n-
d e f i n i t e . He f ee l s t hat  he mi ght  be 
dr af t ed i n a shor t  t i me so t hat  he 
i s most  unc er t ai n about  h i s f ut ur e 
p l ans . 
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Ray I s h i gak i , 19, was bor n on Mar ch 21, 1925 i n Sanger , Cal i -

f o r n i a . He has never  l i v ed i n a Di g c i t y unt i l  he cai ne t o Chi c ago . 

He spent  most  o f  h i s l i f e i n L i nds ay , Ca l i f o r n i a whi ch was a f ar m-

i ng communi t y . I n J u l y , 1942, he was evacuat ed t o Pos t on. He t hen 

went  t o Gr and J unc t i o n , Co l or ado i n Augus t , 1943 and t hen r et ur ned 

t o Pos t on i n Oc t ober , 1943. I n F ebr uar y , 1944, he came out  t o 

Chi c ago and he has been l i v i n g at  t he same addr ess unt i l  h i s de-

par t ur e on Sept ember  30 f o r  l i ebr aska. 

Ray i s aoout  5 f t . 5 i nc hes i n hei ght  and r at her  i mmat ur e i n 

mi nd. He came out  t o Chi c ago i n o r der * t o at t end a r adi o t ech-

n i c i an s choo l  but  hi s dr af t  r ec l as s i f i c a t i o n caused hi m t o change 

h i s t r i a l  i ndef i n i t e l eav e t o an i n de f i n i t e l eav e. He has been 

wor k i ng as a l abor er  dur i ng t he mont hs he has been r es et t l ed her e. 

Hi s f i r s t  j ob was as a l abo r er  wi t h Bl oomf i el d Company f or  $25 a 

week . He qui t  t h i s j ob to wor k as a bus boy f or  t wo weeks . I n 

Ap r i l , 1944 he went  t o wor k f or  t he Gage St r uc t ur al  St eel  company 

as a l abor er  and wor ked h i ms el f  up t o a wel der  by t he t i me he qu i t  

l a t e i n Sept emoer , 1944. He was r ec ei v i ng an aver age o f  $44- | '48 a 

week i n s a l ar y . Ray never  wor ked on a f u l l  t i me j ot  bef o r e evacu-

at i o n . I n t he cent er  he was empl oyed as a di shwssher  and cook . 

He gr aduat ed f r om t he Bos t on h i gh schoo l  i n t he f a l l  o f  1943. 

P r i o r  t o ev ac uat i on he was at t endi ng L i nds ay hi gh s c hoo l . Ray 

at t ended a J apanes e l anguage schoo l  f o r  one year  pr i o r  t o t he war . 

At  t he pr es ent  t i me t he r es t  of  h i s f ami l y , except  one br o t her , 

ar e s t i l l  i n t he c ent er . Hi s mot her  i s separ at ed f r om her  hus band. 

A 21 year  o l d br ot her  i s now i n Nebr aska wher e ây wi l l  j o i n hi m 

s ho r t l y . A younger  br o t her , 17, and a s i s t er , 15, ar e s t i l l  i n 

i n t he c ent er . Ray al so has t wo mar r i ed s i s t er s , ages 25 and 23, 
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r es pec t i v e l y . Due t o t he l i mi t a t i o n o f  t i me, det a i l s wer e not  

ob$ai nedabout  h i s f ami l y backgr ound i n any gr eat  degr ee. A l ar ge 

po r t i o n o f  t h i s i nt er v i ew was obt ai ned t hr ough a f r ee as s o c i at i o n 

cont ac t  made at  a pr ev i ous dat e, but  i t  has been c ons o l i dat ed wi t h 

t he not es oot ai nea dur i ng t he f or mal  i n t er v i ew, i he account  of  

h i s l i f e s t o r y has been maL&sxas wr i t t en as near  as po s s i b l e t o t he 

di r ec t  quo t at i ons whi c h wer e made dur i ng t hese c ont ac t s . The 

f o l l owi ng pages ar e no t es t ak en f r om O. K . Di a r y , and Bay ' s own 

l i f e st or y f o l l o ws af t er  t he Di ar y ent r y . 
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Sept ember  28« 1944: Thi s eveni ng I  compl et ed a whol e i nt er v i ew 

at  one s i t t i n g of  aoout  6 or  7 hour s . _ i *a, 12, i s 

l eav i ng f or  Nebr aska on Monday t o hel p h i s unc l e har v es t  an oni on 

c r op. He i s go i ng t o hel p dec o r at e some chur ch t omor r ow ni ght  as 

t hey ar e ho l d i ng a - Ni sei  dance t her e on Sat ur day so t hat  I  woul d 

not  have been abl e t o see hi m agai n . I  was wi l l i ng t o go t omor r ow 

mor ni ng t o compl et e t he i nt er v i ew but  he i ns i s t ed t hat  1 f i n i s h 

up. Bob has a Euddhi s t  backgr ound but  he has been go i ng t o t he 

Ch r i s t i an chur ches out  her e because i t  o f f er s mor e s oc i al  ac t i v i -

t i es . He i s ver y anxi ous t o see a Ni s ei  s oc i et y dev el op because 

he f eel s t hat  he wi l l  make bet t er  adj us t ment s . He came f r om a 

smal l  r ur al  communi t y so t hat  he has never  been t o such a bi g 

c i t y oef o r e. 

Hay f i r s t  came t o Chi c ago l as t  F ebr uar y bec aus e he pl anned 

t o go i nt o a r adi o t ec hni c i an s c hoo l . He was go i ng t o wor k f or  

s i x mont hs at  B l o o mf i e l a ' s on h i s s eas onal  l eav e. However , he 

got  a l l  exc i t ed when t he dr af t  announcement  was made so t hat  he 

aec i ded not  to go t o school  unt i l  a f t er  t he war . He qui t  h i s j ob 

at  B l o o mf i e l d ' s because he was d i s s a t i s f i ed wi t h t he wages . On 

h i s a r r i v a l  her e, he t hought  65/ and hour  was a huge wage as he 

had never  ear ned mor e t han 30£ an hour  on t he f ar m i n L i ndsay i n 

Ca l i f o r n i a , However , he hear d about  î s e i  mak i ng $60 and ¿ 70 a 

week so t hat  he was d i s s a t i s f i ed wi t h h i s po s i t i o n . He t ook a 

j ob wi t h t he L aSa l l e Hot el  as a bus boy on a t empor ar y bas i s so 

t hat  he coul d l ook ar ound f or  a bet t er  j o b. I n Ap r i l , 1944, 

Ray f o t  a± j ob at  <*age St r uc t ur al  St eel  Company wher e he wor ked 

h i ms el f  up t o l ie a we l der ' s as s i s t an t . He was mak i ng about  .- :45 

a week aver age when he qui t  y es t er day . He has no de f i n i t e pl ans 

f or  t he f ut ur e as he may go back t o camp af t er  t he oni on s eas on. 



He expec t s t o be dr af t ed at  any t i me. I n t he event  t hat  he i s 

not  c a l l ed , Ray wi l l  come back t o Ch i c ago . He hopes t o open a 

r es t aur ant  af t er  t he war  or  el se go i nt o f ar mi ng wor k . He s ai d 

t hat  he was t i r ed of  t he b i g c i t y . 

Ray came f r om a ver y smal l  J apanese f ar mi ng communi t y but  he 

f el t  t hat  t he Cauc as i ans wer e much f r i end l i e r  i n h i s home t own 

t han out  her e. He i s t he f o ur t h o l des t  i n a f ami l y of  s i x c hi l d-

r en. Hi s t wo o l der  s i s t er s ar e now mar r i ed. Hi s mot her  was 

separ at ed f r om h i s f á t her  about  10 year s ago . *ay was abl e t o r e-

ac ûa i n t  h i ms el f  wi t h h i s f at her  af t er  he got  t o Pos t on. He 

f i n i s hed h i gh school  t her e and he was ac t i v e i n t he s t udent  oody 

as he hel d a number  o f  c l as s o f f i c es . Hi s younger  br ot her  i s 

s t udent  body pr es i dent  o f  Bos t on I I  h i gh school  t h i s y ear . Ray 

l ook s back wi t h gr eat  p l eas ur e on h i s Pos t on l i f e because he had 

so many s o c i a l  ac t i v i t i es t her e. He became i nt er es t ed i n r adi o 

when he was put  i n char ge o f  t he l oud speak i ng sys t em at  h i s mess 

h a l l . He f i n a l l y dec i ded t o r es et t l e over  t he o bj ec t i o ns of  h i s 

mot her  because a l l  of  h i s f r i ends wer e l eav i ng . 

Ray has a ver y l i k ab l e per s o nal i t y and he seems t o be r at her  

ex t r o v er t . However , he has a number  o f  c ons er v at i v e i deas whi ch 

i s due t o h i s J apanes e backgr ound but  he i s not  awar e of  i t . He 

i s r at her  c ons c i ous o f  h i s ances t r y and he r ef er s to hi ms el f  as 

11 J apanes e". ne be l i ev es t hat  t he onl y s o l ut i o n f or  t he K i s ei  

pr obl em i s t o have a J apanese communi t y out  her e so t hat  a l o t  of  

s o c i a l  ac t i v i t i es coul d be c ar r i ed on. He woul d l i k e t o see t he 

ü i s e i  s c at t er  out  i n wor k , however , he does not  t h i nk \ >ages woul d 

be hi gh enough i f  t hey had t o wor k f or  ot her  J apanes e. 

Ray goes ar ound wi t h a cr owd o f  about  6 or  7 boys hi s as e. 

He has a ver y cont empt uous at t i t ude t owar d t he zoot  s u i t er s al t ho 



he has a pachut e h i ms el f . Most  o f  h i s pal s axe l i v i n g i n t he 

J apanes e r oomi ng house wher e Tommy (CK- 50) i s s t ay i ng . The f el l o ws 
b owl i  n g 

go out  t o p l ay poo l , k i s wi BK and shows qui t e o f t en . He s ai d t hat  

t her e wer e a number  o f  f el l o ws i n t he bu i l d i ngs whi ch f r equent l y 

v i s i t ed houses of  p r o s t i t u t i o n c ons t ant l y but  he has not  gone wi t h 

t hem bec ause he r ead about  some Ni s e i  f e l l o ws bei ng ar r es t ed i n a 

house o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n once and he do es n ' t  want  t o be c aught  i n a 

s i mi l ar  s i t uat i o n Lccause " i t  woul d r u i n my r ep u t a t i o n ". He has 

l ear ned t o smoke r ec ent l y and he dr i nk oc c as i onal l y wi t h some of  

t he f e l l o ws ups t a i r s , he l i Kes t o s t ay at  t h i s r oomi ng house even 

i f  t he r ent  i s exc es s i v e because he i s abl e t o see h i s f r i ends . 

I n t he at t i c r oom ups t a i r s t her e ar e 5 f e l l o ws cr owded i n t h i s 

r oom and t hey pay #25 a week f o r  t h i s p r i v i l ege . The WBA used t o 

send a number  o f  r es et t l er s her e un t i l  var i ous peopl e compl ai ned 

about  t he poor  c o ndi t i o ns t her e. 

Eay i s not  t oo unhappy aoout  l eav i ng Chi c ago at  t hi s t i me be-

cause he f eel s t hat  t he c i t y i s t oo b i g f or  hi m. He wonder ed why 

t he ot her  Ni s e i  act ed so un f r i end l y . He s ai d t hey al ways s t ar ed 

at  hi m when he wal ked down t he s t r eet  and wonder ed why t hey coul d 

not  get  i nt o one b i g o r gan i zat i o n so t hey coul d t hr ow dances and 

meet  new peo p l e. He does not  t hi nk a segr egat ed pat t er n woul d be 

har mf ul  t o Ni s e i  as l ong as t hey coul d have s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s . 

Thi s i s t y p i c al  o f  any younger  Ni s ei  who use s uper f i c i a l  ac t i v i -

t i es « as t he mai n c r i t er i o n f or  t hei r  adj us t ment . 

1 f ounc out  t hi s eveni ng why some o f  t he f e l l o ws i n t h i s 

house ar e r el uc t ant  about  cei ng i nt er v i ewed al t ho t hey seemed ver y 

c ooper at i v e t owar d me. Eay s ai d t hat  t he t fBI  agent  has come 

ar ound r ec ent l y t o g r i l l  t he f el l o ws wor k i ng i n t he def ens e p l an t . 
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ne s ai d t hat  he had to answer  ques t i ons f or  about  5 hour s ana t hey 

asked ever  j one... i xxai f eKf i xsaspcEai  I  har dl y t hi nk t hat  t hose 

f el l o ws who r un ar ound a gr eat  deal  wi l l  be wi l l i n g t o "be i nt er -

v i ewed because t hey do n ' t  have t he t i me. Ther e ar e about  20 

f e l l o ws on t he t h i r d f l oo r  so t hat  t h i s bu i l d i ng has mor e r e-

s et t l er s t han what  i  had t hought . 



- 7-

Bay I s h i g a k i 1 s l i f e s t or y f o l l o ws : 

" I  was bor n i n Sanger , Ca l i f o r n i a i n Mar ch, 1925. A l l  I  r e-

member  o f  my chi l dhood c oul d be summed up i n a f ew s ent enc es . I  

do n ' t  r emember  back f ur t her  t han t he f i r s t  gr ade when I  was l i v -

i ng i n ¿ xet er . I  r emember  vaguel y t hat  I  used t o go out  and wor k 

i n t he v i ney ar ds f or  my dad. He was a sor t  o f  a f or eman of  a 

r anch wher e we l i v ed . My f at her  was qu i t s a husky guy and I  used 

t o wor shi p hi m al l  t he t i me because he had such gr eat  s t r engt h . 

Ee wor ked her d a l l  o f  h i s l i f e so t hat  he s t i l l  enj oys good 

phy s i c al  h e a l t h . ^My f at her  was a l o t  of  f un but  he used t o s c o l d 

us k i ds a l l  t he t i me when we wer e young. We used t o r un out  and 

pl ay wi t h our  J apanes e ne i ghbo r ' s c h i l dr en r i ght  out  on t he hi gh-

way . 

"My f at her  was al ways t he boss i n our  home and ever y t hi ng 

t hat  he s ai d went . He had most  of  t he power  and we c o u l dn ' t  t a l k 

t ack t o hi m at  a l l . Ther e wer en ' t  ver y many J apanese f ami l i es 

l i v i ng i n *̂e t er  s i nc e i t  was a smal l  f ar mi ng communi t y. My f a-

t her  used t o have a l o t  o f  c ont ac t s wi t h t he Cauc as i ans because he 

deal t  wi t h t hem i n f ar mi ng. He got  al ong pr et t y wel l  i n f ar m wor k 

because he put  i n l ong ho ur s . £ l  do n ' t  know what  was t he t r oubl e 

bet ween my mot her  and f at her  but  t hey used t o have a l o t  of  ar gu-

ment s . My mot her  was never  t oo s t r i c t  wi t h us af t er  she separ at ed 

- from my dad when I  was about  11. ĥe t ook a l l  of  t he c h i l dr en wi t h 

her . I  had a t wo br o t her s and t hr ee s i s t er s . 

'When we l e f t  ¿ xet er  wi t h our  mot her , we went  t o L i nds ay and 

we r ent ed a house t her e. I t  was pr et t y har d f o r  my mot her  t o f eed 

e l l  o f  t he c h i l dr en by h er s e l f . We bar el y got  by. My mot her  had 

t o go out  t o wor k and my o l der  s i s t er  qu i t  s choo l  so t hat  she 

coul d hel p suppor t  us . ( l  s t ar t ed t o goi ng t o school  i n L i ndsay 
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and c ont i nued a l l  t he way t hr ough unt i l  I  was evac uat ed. l ,Our  home 

£t her e>was j us t  l i k e a l l  t he r es t  of  t he J apanese homes . *Ve had a 

l o t  o f  J apanese cust oms but  we had many of  t he Amer i can cust oms i n 

our  home t oo. Af t er  a wh i l e we owned a r adi o , r ef r i ger at o r  and an 

aut omobi l e when we "began t o make a l i t t l e mor e money. Our  f ami l y 

di d p l a i n l abor  a l l  t he way t hr ough. We wer e a pr et t y c l ose 

f ami l y and we got  al o ng wi t h each ot her  and t r i ed t o hel p out . 

"Bef o r e my par ent s wer e s epar at ed, we al ways spoke J apanes e at  

home t o our  par ent s . As A got  a l i t t l e o l der  my dad began t o speak 

mor e E ng l i s h t o me so I  got  used t o i t . My mot her  never  di d use 

E ng l i s h ver y much because she d i dn ' t  know i t  ver :v we l l . I  got  

al ong wi t h my f at her  pr et t y good and I  wi shed t hat  t hey hadn ' t  

s epar at ed. "hen I  f i r s t  saw my dad aga i n , i t  was i n camp and I  

got  al o ng wi t h hi m agai n r i gh t  away. 

"Af t er  mot her  became t he boss o f  t he house i t  was n ' t  ver y 

s t r i c t  f or  us . We never  l i k ed t o t a l k J apanes e so t hat  we used 

Engl i s h among us a l l  t he t i mes except  when t a l k i ng t o mot her  and 

her  f r i en ds . We at e r egul ar  J apanes e f ood as l ong as I  coul d r e-

member  and we had qui t e a f ew J apanes e cust oms whi ch we f o l l owed 

but  I  do n ' t  r emember  s l l  of  t hem. We wor e J apanes e s l i pper s and 

t h i ngs l i k e t hat , v̂ en out  her e X eat  J apanese f ood a l l  t he t i me 

as I  j us t  do n ' t  f ee l  r i ght  wi t hout  i t . I  bû y t he s t u f f  i n one of  

t he J apanese, s t o r es down on 43r d t̂ . but  t hey sur e char ge h i gh . 

"One t hi ng t hat  we never  di d do ver y much i n our  home was t o 

c el ebr at e a l l  of  t he J apanes e ho l i day s because my mot her  was t oo 

busy wor k i ng t o t e l l  us much about  t hes e t h i ngs . The onl y t h i ng 

we c el ebr at ed J apanes e s t y l e was at  Hew i ear s . «<e'd a l l  have t o 

get  a l l  dr essed up and make f or mal  c a l l s on a l l  o f  t he ot her  J a-

panese f r i ends t hat  we had. "CMy mot her  was ver y f ussy about  c l ean-



- 9 

i ng t he house bef o r e Che end o f  t he year  and t hi ngs l i k e t hat  be-

cause she had a s uper s t i t i o n t hat  i t  was bad l uc k t o s t ar t  out  t he 

new ¿ear  wi t h a di r t y hous e. She t o l d us s t o r i es about  what  t he 

new year  meant  i n J apan but  1 do x n ' t  r emember  much about  t hat  now. 

"My f o l k s wer e Buddhi s t  but  I  d i d n ' t  go t o t he Buddhi s t  chur ch 

at  a l l . I  j us t  s t ar t ed t o go t o t he Chr i s t i an J apanes e chur ch 

when I  was i n t he l anguage school  whi ch i t  c onduc t ed. By t he t i me 

I  was I E year s ol d I  was al l owed t o dr i v e a car  and I  used t o eo 

t o t he bi g c i t y of  Tul ar e a l l  t he t i me and t hose wer e qui t e exc i -

t i ng A f f a i r s . I  guess I  know J apanese as wel l  as any o f  t he Hi s e i  

who l i v ed ar ound us and I  used qui t e a f ew o f  t he J apanes e expr ess-

i ons out  I  do n ' t  know what  a l o t  o f  t hem mean. I  never  di d get  

t oo much out  of  t he J apanes e l anguage schoo l  as I  was t oo busy 

p l ay i ng ar ound and i t  d i d n ' t  seem i mpor t ant  t o I  do n ' t  r egr et  

i t  bec ause I  can get  by and i t -  i s n ' t  t oo har d f or  me to t a l k t o 

t he I s s e i  i f  I  have t o . 

f el  � - -  ar ound wi t h a Cauc as i an cr owd i n 

h i gh s c ho o l .T her e wer en ' t  many Ni s ei  go i ng t o our  hi i ?h school  any-

way . The f ew o f  us who ai d go a l l  had Cauc as i an f r i ends and I  

d i d n ' t  no t i c e any t hi ng t hat  made us d i f f e r en t . I  knew t hat  our  

s k i n col or  was a l i t t l e d i f f e r en t  but  I  never  t hought  much o f  

t hose t h i ngs . ¿'he k i ds at  schoo l  j us t  t ook us as we wer e. I  was 

t oo young t o t hi nk aoout  d i s c r i mi nat i o n and a l l  t hat  s t u f f  but  I  

used t o hear  my mot her  ment i on i t  once i n a wh i l e . I  guess i t  was 

pr fet t y har d f or  some XUsei  t o get  j obs " t f̂ e s e t he war  bec aus e my 

mot her  used t o say maybe I ' d haj re t o go t o J apan f o r  a j ob be-

cause t her e was no t hi ng her e f or  me. I  c o u l dn ' t  under s t and t hat  

bec ause I  was hav i ng f un f o o l i ng ar ound wi t h my Cauc as i an f r i ends . 

school  most  of  my pl aymat es wer e n i s e i  
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My pal s and I  al ways went  out  f or  t he school  t eams t oget her . 

" I n gr ammar  s c hoo l ,  ̂ r an ar ound wi t h t wo î s e i  f ci ds a l l  t he 

t i me and we di d ev er y t h i ng t oget her  s i nc e we l i v ed r i ght  next  door  

t o each o t her . Ther e wer e onl y ar ound 120 or  200 J apanese l i v i n g 

i n and ar ound L i nds ay . Our  h i gh schoo l  o n l j  had 400 ¿ i ds i n t he 

s t udent  bodir  so t hat  i t  was qui t e smal l . Onl j ; about  10 o f  t h i s 

gr oup wer e Mi s ei  when I  was t her e. Most  o f  t he J apanese f ami l i es 

t her e di d f ar m wor k out  t hat  way and t he J apanese t own was ver y 

s mal l . My f ami l y l i v ed about  3 mi l es out  i n t he count r y and t her e 

wer e aoout  f  J apanes e f ami l i es l i v i n g on t h i s l ar ge r anc h. I t  was 

l eas ed f r om a hak u j i n company and t he J apanes e wer e f ar mi ng i t  on 

a snar e- c r op bas i s . 

[ f l  never  was awar e of  al l  t he J apanese peopl e di d because I  

t ook t hese t h i ngg f o r  gr ant ed ana I  was so busy t r y i ng t o gr ow up 

and get  i nt o hi gh s c hoo l . I  neyer  di d st udy ver y har d so t hat  I  

d i dn ' t  make such good g i ades . f ew of  t hose ot her  - Ni sei  s t udent s 

s t udi ed a l l  t he t i me and t hey wer e known as t op s t udent s i n t he 

s c hoo l . «»'hi l e I  was i n j uni o r  hi gh school  I  di d aoout  t he same 

t h i ngs . I  had a l o t  o f  f un but  I  do n ' t  t hi nk I  l ear ned t oo much. 

I  bar el y made enough pr ades t o gr aduat e. I  went  a l l  t he way 

t hough schoo l  wi t h mj, boyhood f cal s and we used to have a l o t  o f  

f un t oget her . 

/ ' A f t er  we got  i nt o h i gh school  we a l l  got  our  own car s t o go 

i n s i nc e t he school  t r ans por t at i on busses wer e not  ver y r egu l ar . 

When I  s t ar t ed t o go t o h i gh s c hoo l , I  devel oped many Cauc as i an 

f r i ends t her e. The hak u j i n peopl e i n t own t r eat ed us good t oo 

and t ner e was n ' t  any di s c r i mi nat i o n t hat  I  knew of  i n t own. I  used 

t o hel p out  on t he f ar ms du i i ng t he summer  t i me i n or der  t o hel p 

my mot her  o ut . I  never  had any t r oubl e when I  dr ove t he l oad o f  
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t omat oes t o t own* i n t he t r uc k . I  mi ssBat  t hat  l i f e I  had bef or e 

a l o t , "but  I  suess i t ' s bet t er  f or  me t o be out  her e. Af t er  com-

i ng t o Chi c ago , I  t h i nk t hat  L i nds ay i s t oo smal l  s t own f o r  me t o 

ever  &e c omf or t abl e aga i n . I  had a l o t  of  f r i ends out  t her e t hough 

and i t  was pr et t j  good. 

"When I  got  t o h i gh school  i n 1S40 I  began t o have a l o t  mor e 

f un . ¿'he onl y wr ong was t hat  I  d i dn ' t  got  i n f or  danc i ng ver  ̂

much Decsuse I  was t oo backwar d about  l ear n i ng . I  d i d n ' t  l ear n 

how t o dance unt i l  i  got  i nt o camp, ¿ver ône went  t her e so I  

s t ar t ed t o go . I  had a K i s e i  gi r l  f r i end i n h i gh school  back home 

end I  used t o t ake her  t o shows once i n a wh i l e . ( Ûone of  t he 

.Ni sei  who l i v ed i n our  communi t y ever  went  t o a hi gh schoo l  dance 

bec ause most  of  us j us t  d i d n ' t  t ake up danc i ng at  t hat  t i me. We 

wer e j us t  count r y peopl e so t hat  we d i d n ' t  know a l l  about  a l o t  of  

t h i ngs . The I s s e i  f ar mer s wer e pr et t y nar r ow mi nded and I  t hi nk 

t hat  t hey wer e t oo s t r i c t  wi t h t hei r  c h i l d r en . I  used to have a 

ver ;̂ har d t i me get t i ng my gi r l  f r i end out  on a dat e because her  

f o l k s d i d n ' t  appr ove of  i t . One ni ght  1 t ook her  out  on a dat e 

wi t h t wo of  my Cauc as i an f r i ends f r om s c hoo l . We dr ove al l  

ar ound unt i l  pr et t y l a t e . When her  par ent s f ound out  about  t h i s 

i nnocent  r i de , t hey f or b&dg t he daught er  t o go out  wi t h me anymor e 

as I  s- uess t hey f i gur ed I  c o u l dn ' t  oe t r us t ed. I  never  di d do 

any t hi ng bad to make t hem f eel  t hat  way . We j us t  dr ove up t o t he 

h i l l s necked once i n a wh i l e . 

"Ther e wer e a f ew Ui s e i  c l ubs i n J apanese t own and we put  on 

par t i es of  our  own f or  t he Ni s e i . The par ent s d i dn ' t  l i k e us t o 

have t oo much f un as t hey expect ed us t o wor k as har d as t hey di d 

out  on t he f a r m. ^I  was bet t er  o f f  t han a l o t  o f  Mi s ei  as my 

mot her  d i d n ' t  have such s t i i c t  c ont r o l  over  me. My t wo o l der  
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s i s t er s di d not  have a l l  t he r es t r i c t i o ns on t hem as ot her  Ni s ei  

g i r l s al t ho my o l der  s i s t er  di d have t o go t hr ough wi t h an ar -

r anged mar r i age s i nc e she had no c ho i c e . The next  s i s t er  met  her  

own hoy f r i end at  a f uner a l  and t hey s t ar t ed goi ng-  ar ound steady-

af t er  t hat , t fhen t hey got  r eads t he f ami l i es di d a l l  of  t he 

, - 'i> 

c hec k i ng ana t hey di dn t  obj ec t  wi 't H t he mar r i age. The f ami l i es 

made a l l  of  t he ar r angement s f o r  t hem. Bot h of  my s i s t er s have 

t hei r  own c h i l dr en now. 

"Bac k home, t he J apanes e shows wer e t he b i g event s f or  t he 

week and ever ybody woul d come t o see t he® p i c t ur es sent  f r om 

J apan. 1 l i k ed t hese t h i ngs ver y much. Once i n a wh i l e 8 J apan-

ese s t ag show woul d be gi ven i n t own so t hat  ever ybody dr essed up 

t o come and see i t . Most  o f  t he i i ms ol d f o l k s wor ked t oo har d on 

t he f ar ms so t hat  t hey onl y had t i me t o v i s i t  t hei r  J apanese 

f r i ends once i n a wh i l e . They .r ead onl y t he J apanese newspaper s 

and magazi nes because t hey coul d not  r ead E ng l i s h . I t  was much 

eas i er  f o r  t he f o l d f ol i i s t o f o l l o w t he J apanes e cust oms as t hey 

¿new i t  bac k i n t t i hon. They d i d n ' t  want  t o l o s e t ouch wi t h a l l  o f  

t hese - t hi ngs because my mot her  t ol d me t hat  t he J apanese wer e 

hav i ng a pr et t y har d t i me. 

"I n h i gh school  I  made t he bas k et bal l , f o o t bal l  and t r ack 

t eams. I  was a member  o f  t he f u t ur e i 'aaaner s o f  Amer i ca f or  f our  

y ear s , I  went  t o t he - ¿'FA c onv ent i ons ever y summer . I  was l ook i ng 

f or war d t o my s eni o r  year  so I  coul d go t o t he San L u i s Obi spo 

c onv ent i on when t he war  br oke a l l  of  t hi s up. I  had p l ans t o go 

t her e t o ¿an L u i s b̂ i s po t o do my l as t  y eai  i n h i gh schoo l  as I  

hear d t hat  1 coul d wo i k my way t hr ough. I  was t oo young so t hat  

i  d i d n ' t  have much p l ans f o r  t he f u t u r e. I  was hav i ng t oo much 

f un p l ay i ng s po i t s t o ever  t hi ng o f  t hese t h i ngs . I  guess I  j us t  
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t h ought  I  woul d ue a f ar mer  i sxi f caxf i i i J i  ev ent ual l y l i k e my br o t her . 

My br ot her  j us t  wor ked out  on t he f ar m af t er  he got  out  o f  h i gh 

schoo l  and he woul d go a l l  over  wi t h t he J apanese l abor  gangs he 

was wi t h t o wor k i n t he d i f f er ent  har v es t s . He wor ked f or  t he 

Di amond Kay Cor p. and t hey had a o i g J apanese c r ew t o do t he har -

v es t i ng on t he d i f f e r en t  r anc hes so my br ot her  was sent  t o wor k 

a l l  over  wi t h t hem. I  used t o wor k wi t h my or ot her  o c c as i o nal l y 

dur i ng , t he summer  v ac at i o n and I  woul d hel p my br ot her  af t er  school  

when he was 'i n t own wor k i ng f o r  t he company. 

"The ni gl -  j ef o r e r e a r l  Har bo r , I  was wor k i ng i n t he col d sibor-

ai re p l ant  f or  t hi s company as an ext r a wor ker . I  r emember  I  went  

home t hat  ni ght  and 1 went  r i ght  t o bed. The next, day I  want  out  

t o t he i ce pl ant  t o wor k agai n . I t  was a Sunday , 1 t h i nk , and I  

us because t he ol d f o l k s d i dn ' t ' ¿now what  was go i ng t o happen. I  

d i dn ' t  t h i nk much o f  i t  unt i l  ever y one el se s t ar t ed t o wor r y and 

t h i s made me f eel  d i f f er en t  f r om be f o r e . My Cauc as i an f r i ends 

wer e exc i t ed t oo but  t hey d i d n ' t  have a f ee l i n g o f  f ear  t hat  I  d i d . 

I  guess i t  was because ever yone was s us p i c i o us o f  t he l Uho nj i n and 

t he r vi sci  wer e a par t  of  t hi s gr oup. 

' u c ont i nued t o wor k at  n i ght s f or  t he company but  a f ew days 

af t er  t he war , t hey t o l d me not  t o come back anymor e and 1 d i d n ' t  

under s t and i t . I  was t he onl y on6 l a i d o f f  t hat  day and t he Cau-

c as i an wor ker s wer en ' t  t o l d t o go home l i k e i  was . I  f e l t  t hen 

t hat  t he Cauc as i ans d i d n ' t  t r us t  us anymor e. I t  happened j us t  

l i k e t hat  when t he war  br oke o ut . bef o r e t he war  t hey never  made 

a d i s t i nc t i o n l i k e t hat . - »hen I  got  t o t h i nk i ng about  t he war , I  

t hought  t hat  t he Pear l  har bor  at t ac k was a pr et t y l ow down t r i c k 

ana ± got mads $us t  l i k e my pa l s at  h i gh school  d i d . ¿ 'hat 's t he 

hear d t he news about  êar l  Har bor  t hen. i- 'hat  sur e scal ed a l l  of  
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cnl y t h i ng t hat  J apan s ho u l dn ' t  have done. I f  t hey want ed t o 

s &ar t  a war  t hat  badl y t hey shoul d have dec l ar ed i t  and not  

sneaked up on t hi s c ount r y . I t  r eal l y made i t  bad f or  us bec ause 

ever yone s t ar t ed t o st ay t hat  t he î s e i  t oo c o u l dn ' t  be 

t r us t ed and wer e t r eac her o us . I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t hat  at  a l l  because 

I  was a par t  of  t h i s c ount r y . I t  l ooked l i k e we wer e go i ng t o do 

somet hi ng f or  t he J apanes e ar my. My br ot her  was pr et t y sor e about  

t he Yvar  so he went  and vo l unt eer ed f o r  t he war  but  he was not  

t ak en. ¿'he same t h i ng happened t o hi m i n camp. 

X� a 
"My mot her  was pr et t y scar ed when t he war  br oke out . bhe 

j us t  wor r i ed a l o t  as she was af r a i d t hat  somet hi ng t er r i b l e woul d 

happen t o t he f ami l y . Dhe d i d n ' t  want  t o have us s t ar v e i f  she 

l o s t  her  j o b. She d i d n ' t  t hi nk t hat  we woul d be abl e t o mal e a 

l i v i n g anymor e and t hat  wor r i ed her  a l o t . ŷ br ot her  l o s t  h i s 

¿0 0 t oo and he f e l t  qui t e oad about  t hat  because i t  meant  t hat  

a l l  o f  h i s i ncome was l o s t  t o t he f ami l y . We had t o get  out  and 

do odd j obs f o r  some o f  t he ot her  J apanes e f ami l i es af t er  t hat  i n 

or der  to get  a l o ng. I t  was p r e . t y har d f or  my mot her  bec ause she 

wor r i ed t oo much auout  i t  and she d i d n ' t  ha.ve nobody t o l ean o n T J  

"Qu i t e a f ew I s s e i  wer e i nt er ned af t er  t he war  so t hat  most  

of  t he J apanese f ami l i es i n our  communi t y wer e wor r i ed when t hey 

woul d be t aken next . My mot her  was ao af r ai d o f  somet hi ng happen-

i ng t o her  whi ch woul d cause t he c h i l dr en t o be l e f t  al one t hat  

she made us get  a l l  t he J apanes e t hi ngs ar ound t he house and bur n 

t hem. We "b S S S  ̂ ev er y t h i ng l i k e J apanes e r ec o r ds , kendo o ut f i t s 

and we t hr ew away a l l  t he bu l l et s f o r  t he 22 r i f l e . We t ur ned i n 

our  camer a and ot her  guns . ¿'he whol e t own was scar ed about  what  

was go i ng t o happen next . ¿'he gover nment  began t o put  a l o t  o f  

t r avel  r egu l at i o ns and t hi ngs l i k e t hat  on us bec aus e t hey d i d n ' t  
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want  us t o bl ow up t he r a i l r o a d s . I  do n ' t  t h i nk any o f  t he Ni s e i  

woul d hav e aone t hat , I  d i d n ' t  l i k e a l l  o f  t hos e r es t r i c t i o n s ana 

my mot her  woul d get  vex'- , wor r i ed whenever  I  s t ay ed t o v i s i t  t he 

nei .t  door  ne i ghbo r s a f t er  t he c ur f ew was on. 

f j ' Be f o r e t he war  I  t hought  t hat  I  was an Amer i c an l i k e anyone 

e l s e , but  I  l o s t  my haku.j i n f r i en d s af t er  P ear l  Har bo r . We sor t  

of  d r i f t e d ap ar t . My bes t  p a l s wer e s t i l l  f or  me but  1 f e l t  t hat  

I  was on t he spot  and i  want ed t o pr i >ve t o t hem t hat  1 f e l t  t he 

same way t hey di d about  t he wa r . î ' wo o f  t hese h ak u j i n pa l s and 

my s el f  wer e known as t he t hr ee Mus k et eer s and we made a l l  of  t he 

t eams t oget her . Uee, we used t o do ev er y t h i ng bac k home. Af t er  

t he war  came I  c o u l d n ' t  go out  wi t h my p a l s at  n i ght  bec aus e o f  

t he c ur f ew. ¿ h i s s o r t  o f  wr ec k edoul x / f r i ends hi p because we di d a 

l o t  o f  t h i ngs t oget her  at  n i gh t . ¿hey we r en ' t  mad at  me "but  t r ey 

d i d n ' t  want  me t o br eak t he l aw. >̂ 

"A f t er  t he war  s t ar t ed i  c o nt i nued t o go on t he h i gh s c hoo l  

and us Uisei f e i  t  j Sunny bec aus e o f  a l l  t he- i umo i s whi c h wer e co-

t i ng ar o und, ¿ r e t t y s oon 1 hear d t hat  we had t o be ev ac uat ed t o 

some k i nd o f  camp and 1 d i d n ' t  know why t hey had t o t h i nk o f  such 

a t h i ng l i k e t h a t . J  I  want ed t o gr aduat e wi t h my h i gh s c hoo l  c l as s 

voo ana 1 got  s o r e. But  my mot her  s a i d no t h i ng coul d be do ne. 

When t hey s t ar t ed t o ev ac uat e £s x& t he t own of  L i nds ay was c ut  i n 

si  � < 50 

my. My f ami l y l i v ed i n t h e f r ee zone so we d i d n ' t  have t o l eav e . 

The J apanes e f ami l i es l i v i n g on t he ot her  s i de o f  t he l i n e i n t own 

had t o go t o F r es no and T u l ar e assembl y c en t er s . The r es t  o f  us 

j us t  d i d n ' t  know when we wer e go i ng t o be moved. 

"We k ept  on wa i t i ng a l l  t he t i me and we had a l &t  of  s par e 

t i me t o get  r eady f o r  t he ev ac uat i o n . r t e d i d n ' t  t h i nk we coul d 

t ak e so much bel o ngi ng wi t h us t o camp so we s t o r ed ev er y t h i ng . 
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/ When t he Ar my f i na l l y announced ev ac uat i on f or  t he f r ee zone, I  

t hought  i t  woul d be f un f or  me t o meet  ot her  J apanes e k i ds . I  

t hought  t het  was pr et t y good. I  was l ook i ng f or war d to t he t i me 

when I  coul d meet  a l o t  o f  new peopl e and i  wo ul dn ' t  have to wor k 

so har d out  on t he f ar m. I  hear d t hat  i t  woul d he a l o t  o f  f un i n 

a camp. A l o t  of  i f i sei  &i ds a£t ed pr et t y sor e about  ev ac uat i on 

out  t hey d i dn ' t  say any t h i ng bef o r e we l e f t . I  guess t hey had 

mor e t o l ose t han I  di d so t h a t ' s why t hey got  s o r e. Ther e wer e 

some o f  t h..m who act ed pr et t y gr i ped and I  d i d t he same t hi ng 

once i n a wh i l e bet for e bei ng eval uat ed but  1 d i dn ' f r et  s o r e. I  

j us t  hear d t hat  i t  was agai ns t  t he c o ns t i t ut i o n t o get  k i c ked out  

l i k e t hat  and t h a t ' s why I  f e l t  t hat  we shoul d pr o t es t about  i t ; 

1 never  t hough much o f  t h i s as I  was l o o k i ng f or war d t o meet i ng a 

l o t  o f  Ui s ei T j  

"My mot her  t hought  t hat  t he ev ac uat i on was a pr et t y good 

i dea. She sai d t hat  i t  woul d be a l o t  s af er  f or  us t o be i n a 

camp and we woul d be f ed . She d i d n ' t  t h i nk t hat  we woul d be abl e 

to ear n a l i v i n g anymor e i f  she s t ayed out . We hear d a l o t  of  

s t o r i es t hat  F i l i p i no s wer e go i ng ar ound t o beat  up t he $i nhon-

j i ns but  t hey d i d n ' t  come t o our  t own. We hear d l o t s of r umos 

about  F i l i p i n o s k i l l i n g J apanes e f ar mer s and t hat ' s what  scar ed 

a l l  J apanes e i n our  communi t y. I  was pr et t y scar ed t oo bec aus e I  

t hought  s ur e t he F i l i p i n o s wer e k i l l i n g J apanese r i ght  ana l e f t  

ana t hat  was what  r ea l l y got  us down. My mot her  made us l oc k kE 

t he door  at  n i ght  and she d i d n ' t  want  us t o go out  at  a l l . ê 

d i d n ' t  know i f  a l l  t hese r umor s wer e t i me. I  hear d af t er war ds 

t hat  a l o t  o f  J apanes e d i d get  k i l l ed by F i l i po ns so our  com-

muni t y must  have been l uc ky t o escape t hem. 

"We s t ayed i n t he f r eex zone unt i l  J ul y and we wer e j us t  
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wai t i ng ar ound f ox t he ev ac uat i o n. f i r s t  we d i d n ' t  t h i nk 

t hat  we woul d "be moved "because ever ybody Braid t h i s was a f r ee 

zone ana we woul dbe al l owed t o s t ay t her e. I  know a l o t  of  

f a mi l i e s moved i n and t hey wer e t o l d t hey wo u l dn ' t  move agai n 

but  I  no t i c e t hat  t hey wer e moved out . The r umor s about  eval ua-

t i o n became pr et t y s t r ong so t hat  we got  r es i gned t o t he i dea. 

"We hear d aoout  Bos t on and ever ybody was wonder i ng what  i t  

was go i ng t o be l i k e up t her e. I  wi t hdr ew f r om hi gh school  at  t he 

end of  J une s i nc e my j uni o r  year  was compl et ed f or  t hat  I  d i d n ' t  

l ose out  i nany o f  my school  wor k . 1 gr aduat ed next  f r om 

hi gh schoo l  i n camp. I  f i gu r e ±st  t hat  i t  woul d l ook bet t er  i f  I  

had a di pl oma f r om hi gh school  k f i w ĥ o me but  I  guess a camp di p-

l omas i s j us t  as good. 

"My mot her  was ver y anxi ous f or  us t o get  evacuat ed as t i mes 

wei e get t i ng har d and we d i d n ' t  have any money t o go move t o ano-

t her  s t a t e , ŝ soon as we dec i ded t hat  we wer e go i ng t o be eva-

c uat ed, we so l d a l l  of  our  bel o ngi ngs but  we had t o s eal l  t hi ngs 

pr et t y cheap because t he hak uj i n d i d n ' t  need ever y t hi ng t hat  t he 

J apanes e f ami l i es wer e s e l l i n g , some out  of  t own hak uj i n came i n 

t o buy up somet hi ngs and we p r ac t i c a l l y gave i t  away . We sol d a 

l o t  of  our  s t u f f  i n one l ar ge bat ch so t hat  we d i dn ' t  make any 

p r o f i t  at  a l i i  «¡e so l d our  car  f or  $300 and i t  was eas i l y wor t h 

¿ 600. I  r emember  my br ot her  as£ x t he aut omobi l e deal er  what  t he 

car  was wor t h j us t  af t er  ¿í ew i  ear s when nobody wasz t a l k i ng aoout  

ev ac uat i on and he quot ed a pr et t y h i gh p r i c e. "hen he knew we 

wer e bei ng evac uat ed, he cut  t he p r i c e i n hal l  V/e had t o t ake i t  

or  not hi ng at  a l l . 

" I  hear d t hat  a l o t  o f  J apanese wi t h mor e pr oper t y l o s t  a 

gr eat  deal  and t hey a l l  compl ai ned aoout  i t  af t er  t hey got  i nt o 
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camp out  i t  was no us e. They had a l o t  o f  t i me t o s e l l  out  but  

t hey wai t ed ar ound t r y i ng t o make t he bes t  deal  and t hey c o u l dn ' t  

get  much of  a p r i c e "because a l l  t he hak uj i n knew t hey had t o s e l l . 

"M  ̂ f ami l y sol d out  ev er y t h i ng so t hat  we have no t hi ng l ef t  

Lack i n Ca l i f o r n i a . j us t  went  t o camp wi t h t he har e es s en t i a l s . 

At  t hat  t i me I  d i d n ' t  f eel  - so good agai ns t  t he U . S . as my Si s e i  

f r i ends sai d t hat  ev ac uat i on was n ' t  r i g h t , , but  I  r eal l y was n ' t  

b i t t e r . I  j us t  f e l t  t hat  we wer e bei ng t r eat ed as J apanes e and I  

d i dn ' t  know how much my Amer i can c i t i z ens h i p st ood f o r . I  was 

j us t  i n t er es t ed i n get t i ng i nt o Pos t on as I  want ed t o see what  

camp was l i k e . 

"The t r i p up t o Pos t on was a l o t  o f  f un . I  d i dn ' t  f eel  t oo 

oad about  l eav i ng my home t own behi nd as we had not hi ng l e f t  

t her e. A l o t  o f  peopl e wer e p r et t y sad about  movi ng out . Eut  I  

j us t  f e l t  sad l eav i ng my t r ue f r i ends behi nd and i t  was over  

pr et t y qui c k . «e got  t o Pos t on i n J u l y . I t  was r eal l y hot  t her e. 

I t  was such a dus t y p l ac e t hat  I  was d i s appo i nt ed. I  had expec t ed 

camp t o be much bet t er  t han t hat . Af t er  I  was t her e f or  a day or  

so , I  dec i ded t o get  a j ob. I  d i d n ' t  have t o l ook f or  one as a 

f e l l o w came ar ound t o s i gn up wor ker s f o r  our  mess h a l l . I  be-

came a di s h washer  r i ght  away . I  di d t hat  wor k af t er  school  

s t ar t ed i n ĉ t ooer  on a par t - t i me bas i s s i nc e I  s t i l l  had t o 

f i n i s h up hi gh s c hoo l . I  us ual l y wor k i n t he mess ha l l  at  l unc h 

t i me and i n t he ev eni ngs . 

"Af t er  I  was i n camp f or  about  5 mont hs , I  went  t o wor k f or  

t he Pos t on p r es s . I  hel ped t o de l i v er  t he camp paper  t o t he r e-

s i den t s . I  al s o hel ped out  wi t h t he mi meogr aphi ng. T h i j  was 

par t - t i me wor k . Af t er  t hat  I  went  i nt o t he Fut ur e Far mer s o f  

Amer i ca poul t r y pr o j ec t  as a per t  of  my school  wor k . We j us t  t ook 
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car e o f  t he c h i c k ens . I  cont i nued t h i s wor k unt i l  I  gr aduat ed 

f r om h i gh school  t he f o l l o wi ng summer . I  d i d n ' t  have any t h i ng t o 

do so I  dec i ded t o go out  on s eas onal  wor k ar ound Augus t , 1943. 

Af t er  I  came hack t o camp i n November , I  got  a j o t  as a cook i n 

vhe mess ha l l  and I  d i d t hat  wor k unt i l  I  r es et t l ed . 

"My mai n ac t i v i t y at  Pos t on dur i ng a l l  t hi s t i me was go i ng t o 

h i gh s c hoo l . I t  was a l o t  o f  f un as we had many s o c i a l s . I  en-

j oyed m̂eet i ng a l l  of  t he d i f f e r en t  Ni s e i  f r om ot her  l o c a l i t i e s . 

The school  was not  near l y as good as t he one I  had gone t o "because 

we had t o have our  c l as s es i n t he bar r ac k s and we har dl y had any 

f u r n i t u r e . I t  was much d i f f er en t  f r om school  back home. The k i ds 

d i d n ' t  st udy so har d because t hey d i d n ' t  seem t o car e so much aoout  

gr ades any mor e. A l o t  o f  t hem d i d n ' t  car e f or  t he t eac her s and 

t h a t ' s why t hey wer e i n d i f f e r en t . The onl y good t h i ne about  i t  

was t hat  we had a chance t o get  el ec t ed t o mor e s choo l  o f f i c es . 

Si nc e t her e wer e a l l  Ni s ei  i n t he s c hoo l , i t  meant  t hat  a l l  of  t he 

s t udent  body o f f i c er s wer e Ni s e i . Har dl y any of  t he Ni s ei  ever  

had a chance l i k e t hat  back home bec ause t hey j us t  d i d n ' t  get  

el ec t ed t o ver y many of  t he school  o f f i c es . 

"When I  went  t o h i gh schoo l  at  Pos t on I  was pr et t y ac t i v e. I  

uel i bngea t o t he s t udent  oody c ac i net  ana I  was v i c e- pr es i dent  of  

t he f ut ur e Far mer s o f  Amer i c a. I  was al s o el ec t ed y el l  l eader  f or  

t he h i gh school  and I  beca.me pr es i dent  of  my Eng l i s h c l a s s . , Th i s 

year  my younger  br o t her  i s t he pr es i dent  of  t he s t udent  body out  

t her e. I  al s o t ook par t  i n a l l  of  t he s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s of  t he 

s c hoo l . I  guess t h a t ' s a l l  I  went  t o school  f o r . I t  was a l o t  o f  

f un do i ng a l l  t hese t h i ngs . I  r an f or  s t udent  body t r easur er  but  

I  got  beat en out  on t hat . 

" I  d i d n ' t  have t oo much t i me f o r  spor t s as I  had t o go out  t o 
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t hepoul t r y f ar m f ox t wo hour s a f t er  school  ever y day . Ever y once 

i n a wh i l e I  had t o wor k on a n i ght  s h i f t . I t  was a ver j . 'i nt er -

es t i ng l i f e t hough and I  was pr et t y c ar ef r ee t hose days because I  

d i d n ' t  have t o wor r y about  any t h i ng. I  t hought  t he t eac her s wer e 

s wel l  as t hey wer e pr et t y n i c e t o us . The Cauc as i ans t eac her s 

wer e pr et t y n i c e t oo and t hey t r i ed t o hel p us out , out  I  l i k ed t he 

Ni s ei  t eac her s bet t er . They t r eat ed us mor e as equal s . Some o f  

t ho s e.Cauc as i an t eac her s wer e pr et t y ol d and t hey d i d n ' t  know how 

t o t eac h us as wel l  as t he ones I  had back home. I  guess t hey had 

a d i f f e r en t  met hod. I  kept  up wi t h my school  wor k f a i r l y wel l , 

but  I  emphas i zed my ot her  schoo l  a c t i v i t i e s t he most . 

" I n my spar e t i me I  woul d f oo l  ar ound wi t h r adi o par t s at  

school  ana at  home. I  hel ped t o put  a l oud speaker  up i n our  mess 

h a l l . I t  was do i ng t h i s wor k t hat  got  me r eal  i nt er es t ed i n r adi o 

and I  t hought  of  go i ng i nt o t h i s f i e l d i ns t ead o f  f ar mi ng some 

day . I  had char ge o f  t he l oud speaker  syst em when t hey made t he 

noon- day announcement s at  t he mess h a l l . Si nc e camp was so c l os e 

t oget her , we di d ev er y t h i ng t oget her . I  t ook par t  i n qui t e a f ew 

o f  t he ot her  ac t i v i t i es i n camp. 1 l ear ned how t o dance so I  

s t ar t ed t o go t o a l l  of  t he camp danc es . I  went  t o t he t al ent  

shows and I  managed t o t ake i n ev er y t h i ng t hat  was f un. I  went  t o 

one J apanese p l ay whi ch t he I s s e i  put  on, but  t hat  was was t e t i me. 

On Sundays I  used t o al t er nat e bet ween t he Buddhi s t  ana Chr i s t i an 

c hur c hes once i n a wh i l e, dependi ng on wher e t he best  l ook i ng g i r l s 

went . 

" I  made so many new f r i ends whi l e I  was i n camp. I  was i n 

Camp I I  and i t  was n ' t  so l ar ge so I  got  t o know most  o f  t he Ni s ei  

l i v i n g t her e. I  pl ayed on t he bas k et o al l  t eam f or  our  c l ock so I  

met  a l o t  of  f el l ows i n t h i s way . »'e woul d ero ar ound and pl ay a l l  
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o f  t he o t her  b l o c k s . t fee, i t  was f un and I  t hought  t hat  Post on was 

one s wel l  p l ac e . Af t er  a wh i l e I  got  a l i t t l e t i r ed o f  i t  t hough, 

even t hough Pos t on was good. When I  got  al l  t hose t hi ngs so eas i l y , 

i t  was n ' t  appr ec i at ed so much. I  began to mi ss t he ot her  t hi ngs 

I  had back home. I  r emember ed about  how I  went  t o t he cor ner  dr ug 

s t o r e i n L i nds ay and got  mi l k shakes and hambur ger  and I  mi ssed 

t hat  sor t  o f  t h i ng i n Pos t on. I  d i d n ' t  f eel  r es t r i c t ed t oo much as 

we went  out  o f  Pos t on on over ni ght  h i k es . I t  was j us t  somet hi ng 

el s e aLOut  t he p l ac e t hat  I  knew was wr ong. I  c onc ent r at ed on m  ̂

school  ac t i v i t i es and wor k , but  I  began t o get  bor ed af t er  I  gr ad-

uat ed f r om hi gh schoo l  because t her e wer en ' t  so many t h i ngs t o do . 

I  had a l o t  o f  g i r l  f r i ends t her e and t hat  occupi ed me f or  a. wh i l e . 

I  had mor e g i r l  f r i ends t han I  ever  di d i n m̂  l i f e . t h a t ' s a l l  I  

d i d , was t o c hase t he g i r l s as I  was cons i der ed one o f  t he popul ar  

boys i n hi gh s c hoo l . 

C " I  was n ' t  awar e o f  a l l  t he s t r i k es and ag i t at i o n goi ng on i n 

camp as I  onl j ; knew t he Ni s e i  t her e and we onl y t al ked about  s nor t s 

and d a n c e s . Ou r  bl oc k was r un mor e b j  Ni s e i  so i t  d i dn ' t  hol d a l l  

of  t hose demons t r at i ons t hat  t he ot her  camp had. Most  of  t he 

peopl e f r om our  bl oc k wer e f r om al l  over  c ent r al  Ca l i f o r n i a and 

t her e wer e a f ew f r om L os Angel es . I  know t hat  f o r  a whi l e t hey 

wer e exc i t ed about  some t h i ngs but  I  d i d n ' t  pa  ̂ much at t en t i o n . 

1 was t oo i nt er es t ed i n school  and m̂  s oc i al  ac t i v i t i es t o no t i c e 

man  ̂ o f  t he ot her  t hi ngs go i ng on i n camp. We d i d n ' t  have an  ̂ o f  

t hose t ough Ni s ei  gangs i n our  camp so I t  was pr et t y qu i et . 

"A f t er  I  went  t o Pos t on I  got  ac quai nt ed wi t h my dad a l l  over  

aga i n . He l i ved i n âmp I  so I  woul d go f i s i t  hi m qui t e o f t en, 

¿i f t er  I  gr aduat ed f r om h i gh school  my dad s t ar t ed t o t al k about  

f f oi ns out  on s eas onal  l eave so I  want ed t o go a l o ng. I  t al ked t o 
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my mot her  about  i t  and she appr oved o f  t he p l an as t her e was an 

o l der  per son t o l oo*, af t er  me. My pal  al s o s i gned up t o go and we 

l e f t  Pos t on i n Augus t , 194s7\ . We went  out  t o Gr and J unc t i o n , Co-

l o r ado t o do f ar m wor k . At  f i r s t  we wor ked i n t he peac hes f or  

at  out  2 or  3 weeks . Af t er  t hat  we s t ar t ed t o pi ck t omat oes . Ther e 

wer e about  a hundr ed J apanes e wor k i ng i n one gang whi l e we wer e 

p i c k i ng peac hes , but  we s p l i t  up i n smal l er  gr oups when we went  t o 

t omat o wor k . 

" I  wor ked f or  one of  t he b i g J apanes e f ar mer s i n Col or ado and 

he had about  200 ac r es i n c r op. He must  have been mak i ng a l o t  o f  

money bec ause t he mar ket  was ver y good. We di d p i ec e wor k t her e 

so t hat  we wer e ao l e t o ear n pr et t y good money. I  made qui t e a 

l o t  but  I  had t o buy a r adi o and ot her  t h i ngs f or  my f ami l y i n camp 

s i nc e we had sol d ev er y t h i ng out  bef or e ev ac uat i ng. I  j us t  went  

out  of  camp i n or der  t o see what  t he out s i de was l i k e . I t  was 

most l y wor k and I  d i d n ' t  have as much f un as I  had i n camp. We 

s t ayed out  f o r  about  t wo mont hs and t hen r et ur ned t o camp. I t  

sur e f e l t  good t o get  Dack t her e. I  f e l t  pr et t y l onesome f or  a l l  

my f r i ends ana t he s o c i a l  ac t i v i t i es t hat  I  had mi ssed whi l e I  was 

gone. 

"Af t er  r et ur n i ng, 1 went  t o get  a j ob as a cook i n t he mess 

hal l  and t hat  was pr et t y eas y . I  wor ked ever vv ot her  day so I  had 

a l o t  of  Li me t o l o af  ar ound. I  s i gned up f or  ni ght  school  and I  

t ook up Dookkeepi ng f or  a wh i l e but  i  d i d n ' t  keep i t  up. I  l i k ed 

my j oo i n t he mess ha l l  so I  t hought  I  mi ght  even open up a r es-

t aur ant  some day . I  was t he as s i s t ant  t o t he I s s ei  chef  and he 

was easy t o get  al ong wi t h bec ause he had mor e moder n i deas . We 

woul d s i t  ar ound a l l  af t er noon and j us t  eat . 1 do n ' t  know why I  

evef L âme out  of  camp now as i t  was so good back t her e. My pal  
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and I  had a l o t  o f  f un wor k i ng i n t he mess h a l l . 

" I  was i n camp f or  about  3 or  4 mont hs af t er  I  came back f r om 

s eas onal  wor k . I  pi cked up my l i f e f r om bef or e but  i t  d i d n ' t  seem 

.t he same. 1 di dn'- t  have as much f un as when I  went  t o h i gh school  

out  I  s t i l l  went  t o a l l  of  t he h i gh schoo l  s o c i a l s . P r e t t y soon 

my f r i ends began to go out  o f  camp so I  began t o t hi nk mor e o f  my 

own f u t u i e . I  d i d n ' t  want  t o st ay i n camp when ever ycody I  knew 

wer e l eav i ngT  ̂ I  s t ar t ed t o t h i nk of  r es et t l ement  s er i o us l y when I  

was out  on seasonal  l eav e out  i t  was pr et t y i ndef i n i t e at  t hat  

t i me. I  haa gone out  t o l ook at  t he out s i de and I  t hought  I  mi ght  

even s t ay out  i f  I  l i k ed i t . I  got  pr et t y l onesome t he f i r s t  t i me 

so 1 went  oack t o camp out  I  got  pr et t y r es t l es s t her e t oo . 

"I  began t o t hi nk t hat  I  woul d l i k e t o go out  t o Chi c ago i n 

or der  t o go t o a r adi o t ec hni c al  s choo l  so I  began t o make al l  my 

pl ans f oi  t h i s . The Ar my bus i nes s came up af t er  t he begi nni ng of  

t h i s year  so X changed my mi nd about  r adi o s c hoo l . I  came out  t o 

Chi cago on a s eas onal  l eav e. 1 was goi ng: t o wor k f or  a whi l e and 

save my money and t hen go on t o school  out  t h i ngs d i dn ' t  t ur n out  

t hat  way . /'/ 

L "T he r eas on I  f i na l l y made up my mi nd t o l eave was t hat  I  was 

get t i ng p i ut t y be r ed wi t h camp l i f e as t hey d i dn ' t  hav e.s o many 

s oc i al  a c t i v i t i e s as bef o r e when ever yone s t ar t ed t o l eav e. A l l  

o f  my f r i ends wer e go i ng out  and 1 d i d n ' t  want  t o be t he onl y sad 

case l e f t  behi nd .J  Ever yone woul d t a l k about  r es et t l ement  and t he 

p l ac es wher e t hey coul d go so I  oegan t o t hi nk aoout  i t  t oo. Some 

of  une guys got  l et t er  f r om f r i ends on t he out s i de t e l l i ng t hem 

wnat  f un i t  was and t hat  made some of  us l eav e. Ther e was t he 

usual  danc i ng and t hi ngs l i k e t hat  go i ng on i n camp out  1 want ed 

t o get  out  because my f r i ends kept  t e l l i n g me t o come. I  f i na l l y 
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got  t oget her  wi t h t wo ot her  boys and we maa'e out  p l ans t o come out  

t oget her  

"At  f i r s t  my mot her  d i d n ' t  want  me t o go way out  t o Chi cago 

f or  s eas onal  wor k as she s ai d i t  was t oo d a n g e r o u s . S h e hear d 

about  Amer i c an guys t r eat i ng t he Ni s ei  r ough so she was wor r i ed 

auout  me. My mi nd was made up so 1 d i d n ' t  l i s t en ver y much. My 

mot her  sai d t hat  I  wo u l dn ' t  make a go of  i t  out  her e as t he out -

s i de expenses woul d be t oo h i gh , ¿he s ai d 1 was t oo young t o be 

abl e t o t ake car e o f  my s el f , ¿he was n ' t  wo r i i ed about  me goi ng 

wi l d but  she f ear ed f or  my s a f e t y 7] I t  was a good t hi ng t hat  most  

of  t he peopl e i n my bl oc k wer e i n f avor  of  r es et t l ement  because 

many o f  t hem had gone out  t o f ar mi ng and t hey knew what  i t  was 

l i k e . A l l  of  t he k i ds I  gr aduat ed f r om hi gh school  wi t h l e f t  camp 

as soon as t hey c oul d. I  want ed t o fret out  and go t o school  wi t h 

t hem out  I  d i d n ' t  have t he money. T hat ' s why I  pl anned t o wor k 

f or  a whi l e and t hen go t o r ad i o s c hoo l . I  had made up my mi nd by 

t h i s t i me t hat  r adi o wor k was t he most  i n t er es t i ng f i e l d f or  me. 

I  l ear ned qui t e a o i t  about  i t  i n camp. I  was p l anni ng t o make 

t h i s wor k my c ar eer  af t er  I  got  some t r a i n i ng i n i t . 

"Anot her  r eason why I  was so anxi ous t o get  out  t o Chi cago 

was t hat  I  want ed t o get  i nt o a b i g c i t y . I  had al ways want ed t o 

see a b i g p l ac e as I  came f r om a smal l  f ar mi ng t own. The onl y b i g 

c i t y i ' d ever  seen bef or e t he evac uat i on was Oak l and]  ̂ I  had gone 

t o a f u t ur e f ar mer s o f  Amer i ca c onf er enc e wi t h my hi gh school  

gr oup. I  d i d n ' t  even get  t o see San F r anc i s c o on t hat  t r i p . Every-

body was t e l l i n g me t hat  i t  was mor e f un t o go t o a c i t y . I  had 

gone out  t o f ai m wor k on s eas onal  l eav e a f ew mont hs bef or e so I  

d i d n ' t  car e t o go t o a f ar m d i s t r i c t  agai n . 

" I  d i d n ' t  have a n y c l o s e f r i ends out  i n Chi cago cut  I  
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t hought  t hat  i t  woul d be bes t  t o come out  * t  I  coul d l ook 

ar ound f or  a good r adi o s c hoo l . "e had a seasonal  l eave f or  s i x 

mont hs so t hat  we coul d go back t o camp f f  we d i d n ' t  l i k e i t  out  

her e. I  changed i t  i nt o an i ndef i n i t e l eave af t er  I  came out . My 

mot her  l et  me go bec aus e she t hought  t hat  I  ®sx woul d be back f or  

sur e i n s i x mont hs , ¿he wo u l dn ' t  have l et  me come out  o t her wi s e 

as my o l der  br ot her  had al r eady gone t o r es et t l e i n Des Mo i nes . He 

had vo l unt eer ed f or  t he Army but  he got  r ej ec t ed so he d i d n ' t  f eel  

good s t ay i ng i n camp whei e t he ot her  guys coul d r azz hi m. 

21 s i gned up t o wor k f or  t he Bl oomf i el d Company f o r  s i x mont hs . 

I n t ne c ont r ac t  I  was supposed t o get  a r a i s e ever y mont h, f̂ t e r  

s i x mont hs , t hey sai d t hat  t hey woul d pay my f ar e back t o camp. 

We had t o pay our  own f ar e out  her e. «e wer e gi y en a seasonal  

l eave so t hat  I  d i d n ' t  get  my W. R . A . al l owanc e unt i l  l a t er . The 

W. R . A . never  di d gi ve me t he t r ans po r t at i o n money. When I  f i r s t  

got  out  t o Chi c ago I  went  t o s t ay at  t he Wabash YMCA. We d i d n ' t  

have any t r oubl e f i nd i ng a r oom. We wer e l ook i ng ar ound f or  a 

ho t el  af t er  we got  t o t he Dear bor n St at i o n aiadt  a Ui s e i  f el l ow 

came up and t ol d us t o go t o t he "Y " . I  onl y had aoout  $50 when 

I  f i r s t  came out  her e but  I  was n ' t  t oo wor r i ed as my j ob was al -

r eady ar r naged. 

"The day I  got  on t he t r a i n t o come out , I  was n ' t  ver y af r a i d 

because i t  was l i k e a new adv ent ur e. I  had i t  i n my mi nd t hat  

Chi cago woul d be a l o t  of  f un . I  was s ur pr i s ed t o f i nd t hat  i t  

was such a bi g c i t y . I  was di s appo i nt ed t hat  i t  was so col d out  

her e. I t  was F ebr uar y when I  ar r i v ed and i t  was t he f i r s t  t i me I  

had ever  seen snow i n my l i f e . i 'he weat her  bot her ed me qui t e a 

bi t  because i t  had been hot  i n Pos t on when I  l e f t  t her e. I  d i d n ' t  

have any wi nt er  c l o t hes at  a l l  bec ause we onl y used l i gh t  c l o t h i ng 

when 
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i n camp. 

"The f i r s t  t h i ng I  di d af t er  a r r i v i ng i n Chi cago was t o go t o 

t he WBA t o ask auout  hous i ng. They sent  us out  t o t h i s pl ac e 

( 5010 Dr e x e l ) . <*e t hought  t hat  $5 a week r ent  was t oo much as we 

wer e not  used to s pendi ng t hat  much money i n camp i n a whol e 

mont h f o r  ev er y t h i ng. We sur e f ound out  t hat  expenses wer e hi gh 

out  her e. My monej-  went  r i gh t  down and I  was gl ad t o go t o wor k 

t  

so I  coul d ear n a l i t t l e b i t . <*hen I  had t aken t he «j oo, I  had 

t hought  t hat  55? anrit  hour  was p l ent y h i gh wages as I  used t o wor k 

f or  an hour  i n Ca l i f o r n i a . I  never  got  t hat  hi gh wages bef or e 

i n my l i f e so I  t hought  i t  was pr et t y good. I  d i d n ' t  f i gur e on 

t he h i gh expenses at  a l l . 

"Ther e wer e onl y 3 ot her  Ni s ei  l i v i ng i n t h i s house when we 

f i r s t  came i n. My t wo f r i ends and I  made i t  s i x i n a l l . A l o t  o f  

Ni s e i  s t ar t ed t o come i n l at er - as t he WRA sent  mor e ana mor e 

peopl e unt i l  some guys squawked about  t he h i gh r ent  her e. E i ght  

now nobody knew i s movi ng i nt o t hi s p l ac e. I ' v e l i ved her e ever  

s i nc e ar r i v i ng i nt o Chi c ago as I  c o u l dn ' t  f i nd anot her  apar t ment . 

I  d i d n ' t  know how t o go about  i t  so I  j us t  s t ayed on. I  f i gur ed 

t hat  t hi s was t he uest  p l ac e t o l i v e as I  woul d be abl e t o come 

home and have f r i ends t o t al k t o . I t  was mor e f un t o l i v e i n a 

gr oup and I  d i d n ' t  want  t o get  a r oom of  my own because I  woul d 

get  t oo l onesome. I  di d l ook f o r  my own pl ac e once on t he nor t h 

s i de out  i t  was t oo d i r t y . 

"The l andl o r d hear d t hat  a l o t  o f  Ni s ei  wer e comi ng out  t o 

Chi c ago so she dec i ded t o r ent  out  t he t op t wo f l o o r s t o t he 

J apanes e. She r an a nur s i ng home on t he f i r s t  f l oo r  and she 

c o u l dn ' t  get  any pat i ent s on t he upper  f l o o r . I  l i k ed t h i s p l ac e 

so much t hat  I  d i d n ' t  f ee l  l i k e movi ng out  even i f  t he r ent  was 
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hi f ?h. My t wo f r i ends who came out  wi t h me ar e s t i l l  her e t oo, but  

t hey arre wai t i ng t o get  i nduc t ed i nt o t he Army pr et t y soon. 

"The onl y t h i ng t hat  1 do n ' t  l i k e aoout  t h i s bu i l d i ng i s t hat  

t he k i t c hen i s t oo d i r t y . Ther e ar e c oc k r oac hes r un a l l  over  t he 

pi a.ce and t he l andl ady do es n ' t  do any t h i ng about  i t . Ther e ar e 

about  20 f el l o ws l i vi ng-  on t h i s f l o o r  ( t h i r d f l o o r ) and I  know 

j us t  about  a l l  of  t hem. Some of  t hem ar e much newer  t o Chi cago 

t han I  am. Thei r  f r i ends t e l l  t hem t o come out  f r om camp and come 

l i v e her e . I  t o l d a coupl e of  my f r i ends f r om camp t o come her e 

t oo when t hey ment i oned about  r es et t l i ng t o Chi c ago . 

"Ev en i f  we have cock r oaches i n t he k i t c hen, I  t h i nk t hat  

t h i s p l ac e i s much oet t er  t han my home bac k i n Ca l i f o r n i a as we 
! 

had a bat ht ub and f l us h t o i l et s her e . Bac k home we onl y had wooden 

t ubs and out - houses . I t  i s f u r n i s hed much bet t er -  her e because we 

d i d n ' t  have any bi g r ugs back home. I  l i k e i t  bec aus e we ar e l o-

cat ed pr et t y c l os e t o shows and I  can go t o t he l o op eas i l y . I t ' s 

much eas i er  f or  me t o go shoppi ng her e t han back home. I f  I  come 

back t o Chi c ago af t er  t he oni on har v es t , I  wi l l  come l i v e her e 

aga i n . I ' l l  pr obabl y get  c a l l ed f o r  t he Ar my bef o r e t hen t hough. 

" I  get  al o ng wi t h t he l andl ady okay and she t r eat s me n i c e . 

She s t i l l  i s a J ew t hough. She wo n ' t  gi ve us a mai d t o c l ean up 

t he p l ac e and she t r i es t o get  al ong as c heapl y as po s s i b l e i n 

or der  t o make mor e p r o f i t . f i f e have t o f ur n i s h al most  ev er y t h i ng 

except  t he d i s hes . We d i d n ' t  get  enough hot  wat er  f or  bat hs unt i l  

we c ompl ai ned. Ther e ar e f i v e guys l i v i n g up i n t he at t i c r oom 

and t hey have t o pay $25 a week t oget her  f or  t hat  s t i nk i ng ho l e . 

I t ' s a r obber y out  we c a n ' t  do anyt hi ng aoout  i t  because hous i ng 

i s t oo har d t o f i nd her e. The l andl ady must  make t wo or  t hr ee 

hundr ed do l l ar s a week f r om t he J apanese l i v i ng i n t hi s bu i l d i ng . 
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Bven t hough t he r ent  i s h i gh , I ' v e never  made much o f  an at t empt  

t o move bec ause i t  i s c onveni ent  and I  f i gur e t hat  I  woul d have t o 

pa  ̂ j us t  as much any t  ot her  p l ac e. The Cauc as i an nei ghbor s ob-

j ec t ed t o us at  f i r s t  cut  t hey do n ' t  say any t hi ng now. I  l i k e t o 

be near  Ni s e i  and I  wo u l dn ' t  mi nd i f  a l l  t he houses ar ound her e had 

some o f  my f r i ends l i v i n g i n t hem. 

"T he f i r s t  j ob I  had at  B l o o mf i e l d ' s d i d n ' t  t ur n out  ver y sa-

t i s f ac t o r y . I  wor ked f or  a whol e mont h bef o r e I  hear d t hat  ot her  

Ni s ei  guys wer e mak i ng mor e t han I  was . The Cauc as i an guys wer e 

even mak i ng mor e. I  l o s t  f i gh t  bec ause I  was onl y get t i ng 65yi  an 

hour  and I  d i d n ' t  get  my r a i s e so I  qu i t . I  hear d t hat  i t  was easy 

f o r  a Ni s e i  t o get  ot her  j o bs . Some of  t he f el l o ws i n my house 
$45 . 

t o l d me aoout  mak i ng anywher e f r om a week up and I  want ed t o 

make money l i k e t hat . I  f e l t  t hat  65i  an hour  was not  enough t o 

l i v e on so I  began t o l ook ar ound f or  a bet t er  pay i ng j o b. At  

B l o o mf i e l d ' s we made smal l  can opener s , but t er  but t er s and s t eel  

t r ee c l i mber s f or  t he Ar my and ot her  t h i ngs l i k e t hat . Ther e wer e 

about  20 Ni s ei  f e l l o ws wor k i ng on my s h i f t . Ther e wer e qui t e a 

l o t  o f  Negr oes wor k i ng t her e t oo and we a l l  got  al ong we l l . - ĥe 

Negr oes wer e a l i t t l e j eal ous o f  Ni s e i  wor ker s f or  a whi l e bec ause 

we got  pai d as much as t hey di d even t hough t hey had wor ked t her e 

f o r  a l onger  .t i me. I  hear d t hat  t her e was some t r ouo l e bet ween 

t he Negr o and Ni s ei  wor ker s f o r  e whi l e but  i t  was a l l  s et t l ed by 

t he t i me I  ar r i v ed. 

"My boss at  t hat  j ob t r eat ed us good even i f  he di d ¿ e l l  a 

l o t . I  got  al ong wi t h most  of  t he f el l o ws and I  i &sAe some pr et t y 

good f el l o ws out  t her e. A l l  o f  t he Ni s e i  wor k i ng t her e wer e out  on 

s eas onal  l eav es cut  most  of  t hem t ook out  i ndef i n i t e l eav es af t er  

wor k i ng f or  a wh i l e . Ther e wer e a f ew who went  back t o camp af t er  
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& wh i l e . Ther e ar e some Ni s ei  s t i l l  wor k i ng t her e and t hey seem 

s a t i s f i ed enough. I t  was easy wor k out  t he hour s wer e shor t  so I  

d i d n ' t  make over - t i me. I  got  d i s s a t i s f i ed af t er  I  hear d of  ot her  

Ni s e i  who made up t o £80 a week . 

"My pal  qui t  t he ¿ l o o mf i e l d j ob wi t h me. I  f e l t  k i nd o f  f unny 

because I  never  qui t  a j o& l i k e t hat  bef o r e. Bac  ̂ home most  of  t he 

¿»i sei  wer e gl ad t o have a ' j o b , but  out  her e i t  was easy t o wor k 

anj  p l ac e so we wer en ' t  as af r a i d t o as k f or  bet t er  wages . I  went  

t o t ake a l us boy j ob r i ght  away. I  got  t hi s j ob t hr ough t he WEA. 

The onl y r eason I  t ook i t  was because I  f e l t  t hat  i t  woul d gi v e me 

some t i me t o l o o k ar ound f or  a bet t er  j ob. My f r i enc s t ol d me t o 

l ook ar ound c ar ef u l l y f o i  a whi l e ana not  gr a.o any j ob t hat  came 

al o ng, bec aus e I  woul d be f r o zen t o i t . The ous t oy j ob was i n 

t he La Sa l l e Hot el  downt own. I t  onl y pai d $3. 50 a day and i t  al so 

i nc l uded t i p s . I  onl y pl anned 't o wor k f o r  3 or  4 days so t hat  I  

coul d make enough money t o eat  on. I t  t ur ned out  t hat  t he j ob was 

f un so I  t r i ed i t  out  f or  t wo weeks . 

" I  f i na l l y dec i ded t o qui t  as I  t hought  i t  woul d be bet t er  t o 

go i nt o some k i nd o f  def ens e j ob. had an unpl eas ant  exper i enc e 

i n t he r es t aur ant  whi ch hel ped me make my dec i s i o n . One ni ght  some 

Amer i can cus t omer s s t ar t ed t o c a l l  us J aps as we wer e c l ean i ng o f f  

t he t abl e so I  t hought  I  had Get t er  l eave t her e bef o r e a mob came 

t o oeat  us up. Ther e wer e onl y Z Ni s e i  i n t hat  p l ac e and I  l i k ed 

one o f  t he g i r l s so t h a t ' s why I  was s t i c k i ng ar ound. However , I  � 

t hought  i t  woul d be bet t er  t o go out  bef o r e one of  t he cust omer s 

t ook a poke at  me. I  d i d n ' t  do any t hi ng but  you know how some of  

t hese hak uj i n ar e. They j us t  t hi nk we ar e a l l  J aps ana t hey get  

" I  went  back t o t he WRA o f f i c e and I  asked t hem t o hel p me 
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f i nd anot her  j o b. They t o l d me about  t he Gage St r uc t ur al  St eel  

Company � I  went  out  t her e and I  f ound t hat  t he j ob pai d 75  ̂ an 

hour  and t her e was pl ent y o f  over - t i me so I  t hought  i t  was pr et t y 

good. I  began t o wor k t her e and I  s t uck t o t hat  j ob unt i l  I  qui t  

y es t er day (Sept ember  28, 1944) . At  f i r s t  I  s t ar t ed out  as a l a-

boxer  t her e. I  hel ped t o c l ean up t he l andi ng coat s whi ch wexe 

bei ng bui l t  f ox t he Navy . I  a l s o di d odd j obs l i k e hel p i ng t o 

pack t he paxt s and ot hex t h i ngs . 

"A f t er  s coupl e of  mont hs i n t h i s j ob, I  got  pr omot ed t o be 

8 pac k er . I t ' s sor t  of  wel di ng wor k and my wages was r ai s ed t o 

an ho ur . I  wor ked f or  10 hour s a day and 7 hour s on Sat ur day s . 

A coupl e o f  t i me 1 even wor ked on Sundays so t hat  I  made a $50 

check qu i t e a f ew t i mes . The onl y why I  d i d n ' t  make i t  c ons i s t -

ent l y was t hat  1 t ook a f ew days o f f  on d i f f e r en t  oc c as i ons t o 

ent er t a i n a l o t  of  my f r i ends who came t o t own. I  had t o meet  

t hem at  t he s t at i o n t o show t hem ar ound. t h a t ' s how my pay check 

went  down. 

was wor k i ng on t he day s h i f t  wi t h about  10 Ni s e i , 35 Cau-

c as i ans and 10 Negr o wor k er s . I  got  al ong wi t h a l l  of  t he wor ker s 

i n my depar t ment  as most  of  t hem wer e f o r ei gner s and i t  was a l l  

mi xed n a t i o n a l i t i e s . I  f e l t  much mor e l i k e an Amer i can t han a l o t  

o f  t hose f o r ei gner s bec aus e t hey d i d n ' t  know how to speak Eng l i s h 

so good. i 'he wor k i ng c o ndi t i o ns at  t he company wer e not  so good 

as - otrt  d i v i s i o n di d most l y out s i de wor k . I t  got  co l d and wi ndy a 

l o t  o f  t i mes . I  got  di s gus t ed pr et t y o f t en wi t h t he j ob and I  was 

go i ng t o qui t  but  I  dec i ded t o keep s t  i t . Af t er  J ul y I  was n ' t  

abl e t o get  a j ob r el eas e so eas i l y anyway. I  t hought  t hat  i t  was 

no use t o change axound as a l l  j obs wexe pr et t y much t he same ana 

my wor k was n ' t  t oo bad even i f  I  di d get  pr et t y di r t y at  i t . 



- 31-

"The boss at  t he company t r eat ed us good and he was a l o t  o f  

f un . I  wor ked d i r ec t l y wi t h my boss and one ot her  guy. We made 

t he smal l  f o undat i o ns f o r  t he l andi ng bar ges , i  d i d n ' t  l ear n t oo 

much at  t hat  j ob because I  had t aken a wel d i ng cour se up i n hi gh 

schoo l  and I  knew most  o f  t he t h i ngs a l r eady . I  j us t  c ont i nued t o 

wor k t her e so I  c oul d make a l i t t l e dough. I  changed my seasonal  

l eav e t o an i n de f i n i t e l eave as I  dec i ded t o s t ay her e unt i l  I  was 

dr af t ed . I  gave up p l ans t o go t o school  t hough. 

"Ther e was n ' t  any d i s c r i mi nat i o n i n t he shop wher e I  wor ked. 

The boss l i k ed most  o f  t he Ni s ei  as t hey wer e har d wor k er s . Ther e 

wer e qui t e a f ew Ni s e i  who onl y wor ked f or  a c oupl e of  days and 

q u i t . The bos s d i d n ' t  t h i nk ver y much o f  t hese Ni s e i  and he sai d 

t hat  i t  made i t  l ook bad f or  t he r es t  o f  us . I  made f r i ends wi t h 

qui t e a f ew of  t he ol d Cauc as i an men wor k i ng t her e and t hey t r eat ed 

me good. They woul d come ar ound and j oke wi t h me a l l  t he t i me. I  

never  went  ar ound wi t h any o f  t hem af t er  v,ork because t hey never  

I nv i t ed me. They wer e most l y ol d men anyway and t hey onl y want ed 

t o go t o t he s al oons t o dr i nk beer . 

"Af t er  wor k i ng at  t he p l ant  f or  6 mont hs , I  was onl y abl e t o 

save $100. I  sent  qui t e a f ew g i f t s home t o my f ami l y and I  pai d 

back t he £ 80 I  had bor r owed f r om my mot her  when I  f i r s t  came beck 

her e. Af t er  I  dec i ded not  t o go to s c hoo l , I  dec i ded not  t o save 

money so much as t he Ar my was c at c h i ng up wi t h me and I  want ed t o 

have my f un. I  had t o buy my wi nt er  c l o t hes t oo and I  d i d send 

qui t e a f ew t h i ngs bac k home. I t  cos t  me qui t e a b i t  j us t  t o l i v e . 

I  pai d v £ 5 a mont h f or  r ent  and $25 a mont h f o r  f ood. I  eat  wi t h 

5 ot her  guys her e ana we shar e t he expens es . T hat ' s 50 

j us t  f or  my r oom ana boar d each mont h. 1 spend about  5 or  - «10 on 

t he aver age f o r  c l o t hes and my c l ean i ng b i l l  i s about  f>3. I  wash 
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most  of  my own l aundr y my s el f . I  aver age about  £50 a mont h f or  

r ec r eat i o n and a l l  i  do i s go pl ay poo l , bowl  and 20 t o show. I  

hav en ' t  gone on any dat es bec aus e 1 do n ' t  meet  young g i r l s o f  my 

age ar ound her e. I  «j ust  go wi t h my own gang and i t  c os t s qui t e a 

b i t  o f  money. I  spend $5 a mont h 01 mor e on c ar f ar e ana I  send 

anywher e f r om v25 t o £50 bafckhome to my f ami l y i n g i f t s or  c as h  ̂

" I  t ook a t r i p t o St . L o ui s about  3 mont hs ago and I  spent  

�v50 t hat  t i n * . I  went  down t her e t o see a good f r i end of  mi ne f or  

a c oupl e of  m&Hfek day s . I  a l s o went  t o Mi l waukee once f or  a Ni s e i  

dance and I  spent  about  *20 t hat  t i me. - 'hat  was af t er  I  f e l t  I  

was go i ng t o be dr af t ed and 1 want ed t o have a l l  t he f un I  c o ul d. 

My mot her  t o l d me t o t r y and save money when I  l e f t  camp but  I  

c i d n ' t  do i t . I  al ways got  my j ob back whenever  I  t ook t i me o f f  

so I  went  on l i t t l e t r i ps on week- ends and 1 woul d t ake one or  t wo 

days o f f  bes i des t hat .* [ j h a t ' s how a l l  o f  my money g?oes and I  don.11 

have any t h i ng t o show f or  a l l  my wor k out  her eT[ 

" I  had pl anned t o keep on wor k i ng out  her e f or  qui t e a whi l e 

as 1 h adn ' t  s et t l ed any t h i ng de f i n i t e about  t he f u t ur e. I  was 

j us t  wa i t i ng ar ound f or  t he Ar my when my br ot her  phoned f r om Neb-

r aska. l as t  «J ul y and he t ol d me t o come out  t her e f or  t he t omat o 

har v es t i ng. I  was t h i nk i ng o f  l eav i ng t hen when somet hi ng r ui ned 

t he c r op so I  d i d n ' t  go . I  k ept  on wor k i ng her e ana i  wr ot e and 

t ol a my br ot her  t hat  i  wo u l dn ' t  come down and do any f ar m wor k 

dur i ng t he wi nt er  as i t  was t oo c o l d , My br ot her  wr ot e back agai n 

ana t ol d me t o come s ev er al  t i mes as t hey wer e s ho i t  of  f ar m wor k-

er s . Ee want ed me t o come out  and hel p Our  unc l e i n t he oni on 

c r op. He s ai d we coul d go bac k t o v i s i t  Mom i n camp af t er  t he 

season was ov er . t h a t ' s what  made me dec i de t he ot her  day so I  

am l eav i ng f or  Nebr aska on Sunday , Oct ober  1. I ' l l  be wor k i ng 
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f or  my unc l e out  t her e. 

"Af t er  t he oni on har v es t  i s over , I ' l l  go back t o camp or  I  

M y even eome back her e t o Ch i c ago . I t  depends on what  my br ot her  

p l ans t o do . I  may go back t o Pos t on and s t ay f or  t he ¿mas vaca-

t i o n . That  woul d onl y be f or  a mont h or  t wo. I ' m not  par t i c u l ar  

about  what  I  do bec ause one j ob i s j us t  l i k e ano t her . I t ' s f un 

t o be t r av e l i ng ar ound t o - di f f er ent  p l ac es t hough. I  never  

\  
(\  

t hought  I  woul d see so much o f  t h i s c ount r y . I  woul d l i k e t o go 

t o .New *or k some t i me i f  I  get  a j ob t her e, but  I ' l l  pr obabl y be 

dr af t ed bef or e t hen. t her e ' s a l o t  o f  p l ac es i n t h i s count r y I ' d 

l i k e t o go s ee. I t  woul d be f und to wor k f or  afcout  a mont h and see 

t he p l an and t hen move on. I 'm young yet  and I  c an ' t  dec i de what  

t o do def i n i t e l y unt i l  I  come back f r om t he Ar my. 

" I  do n ' t  have any de f i n i t e i deas about  what  I ' l l  do i n t he 

f ut ur e. I  do n ' t  want  t o be a f ar mer  exac t l y because t hat  i s har d 

wor k . I  woul d l i k e t o get  i nt o some k i nd o f  a t r ade i f  po s s i b l e . 

I  do n ' t  have enough c ap i t a l  t o buy my own f ar m and I  do n ' t  have 

t he i nt er es t  i n i t  so I  may not  s t i c k t o t h i s l i n e . However , i t  

depends upon what  my br ot her  want s t o do f or  t he f ami l y . I f  he 

buys a f ar m I ' l l  have t o go and hel p hi m out . I  p l an t o be a f ar -

mer  wh i l e I  was i n h i gh s c hoo l , but  t hat  was bef o r e I  got  t o know 

about  ot her  j obs I  coul d get  i n t o . A l l  Ni s ei  guys wer e go i ng i nt o 

f ar mi ng back home and I  d i d n ' t  know t her e was a chance f or  some-

t hi ng el s e. I t ' s pr et t y har d t o dec i de what  I  wi l l  do af t er  t he 

war . My br ot her  even sai d t hat  he may t r y t o s t ar t  a f ar m i n t he 

mi ddl ewest  ana t hen I ' l l  have t o go hel p hi m so we can br i ng t he 

whol e f ami l y out  o f  camp. 

" I  do n ' t  t hi nk we ' l l  ever  go back t o Cal i f o r n i a t o l i v e be-

cause we do n ' t  have any pr oper t y out  t her e anymor e. Ca l i f o r n i a i s 
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t h e best  s t at e t o l i v e i n but  t her e i s no t h i ng f o r  us t o go back t o 

now. My ol d man i s i n anot her  camp r i ght  now, but  my par ent s got  

separ at ed way oef or e t he war  so we c an ' t  count  on hi m at  a l l . I  

r ea l l y do n ' t  know why my f o l k s wer e s epar at ed. I  was t oo young t o 

know ana my mot her  nevei  exp l ai ned i t  t o me. I t  wi l l  be up t o my 

br ot her s and me t o l ook a f t er  mot her  when t he t i me comes f or  r e-

s et t l ement . Maybe my f o l k s wi l l  come t oget her  agai n af t er  t he war  

because dad l i k es t he k i ds and he i s al ways wi l l i n g t o l end us 

money. He l oaned me money bef o r e and I  went  t o Gr and J unc t i on wi t h 

hi m f o r  s eas onal  wor k t he f i r s t  t i me ana we had l o t s o f  f un t oge-

t her . Ke i s j us t  44 and i s l i k e an o l der  br ot her  t o me. He was 

l i v i n g out  at  Sa l i nas bef o r e t he war  so we d i d n ' t  see hi m ver y 

much unt i l  we got  evac uat ed. I  d i d n ' t  get  r eal  ac quai nt ed wi t h 

hi m un t i l  I  s t ar t ed v i s i t i n g hi m i n Pos t on. When a, f ami l y i s 

s p l i t  up l i k e t hat  i t  i s qui t e-  a pr obl em t r y i ng t o dec i de what  t o 

do af t er  t he war . We wer e bar el y mak i ng a l i v i n g bef or e evacua-

t i o n and t nat  was t ough. 

I  " I ' d r eal l y l i k e t o s t ar t  a r es t aur ant  of  my own af t er  t he 

war  as I  get  a l o t  o f  f un out  of  c o o k i ng. T her e ' s qui t e a s k i l l  

t o i t  and I  f i nd 1 t ake t o i t . The onl y d i f f i c u l t y i s t hat  i t  

i equ i r es a l o t  of  money t o s t ar t  at r es t aur ant  ana I  wo ul dn ' t  

t hi n*, of  do i ng i t  whi l e t her e ' s a chance f or  me t o get  dr af t ed. 

I  h av en ' t  got  t he dough anyway. I  f i gur e t her e woul dn't -  be t oo 

much d i s c r i mi nat i o n agai ns t  t he î s e i  af t er  t he war . A l l  o f  my 

f r i ends expec t  t o l ose t hei r  j ob when t he war  i s over  but  t hey 

do n ' t  know what  t o expec t  e i t her . í he Xüs ei  wi l l  have a pr et t y 

h$r d t i me af t er  t he war  as many f ac t o r i es wi l l  be c l osed down and 

t he i Us ei  wi l l  be k i c k ed out  so t hat  t he s o l d i er s comi ng back 

wi l l  have t he j óos . I  do n ' t  ol ame t he s o l d i er s f o r  want i ng j obs 
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af t er  t hey get  t hr ough wi t h f i gh t i n g and come back but  i t ' s t oo 

bad t hat  t he Ni s e i  wi l l  be among t he f i r s t  t o get  f i r ed . I  t h i nk 

t he Ni s ei  ar e f i gh t i ng j us t  as har d f or  t he war  ef f o r t  as any-

body but  t hey h av en ' t  got  t oo muc c hanc e. Ther e wi l l  be al o t  o f  

Ni s ei  af t er  t he war  and t hey may go back t o camp i f  t hey c an ' t  get  

a j o b . J  I  suppose t hey can do f ar m wor k i n l abor  gangs hut  t hat  

i s n ' t  f un . At  one t i me "i  was t h i nk i ng o f  go i ng t o F l o r i da t o do 

f ar m wor k and wor k up t he coas t  i n l abor  gangs j us t  f o r  t he f un o f  

i t  kk but  t hat  was j us t  a dr eam anyway. F l o r i da i s t oo f ar  f r om 

home. J l f  I  had a bus i nes s o f  my own, i t  wi l l  be bet t er  t han wor k-

i ng f or  somebody el s e because I  wo n ' t  get  f i r ed so eas i l y . I  wi l l  

have somet hi ng d e f i n i t e t o wor * f or  and I  wo u l dn ' t  mi nd wor k i ng 10 

or  15 hour s a day i f  i t  i s my own bus i nes s . 

" I  changed my pl ans a l l  t he t i me and t h a t ' s why I  do n ' t  have 

a de f i n i t e p l an of  my own now.' J us t  bef o r e ± l e f t  camp I  hear d 

t hat  i î sei  woul d be dr af t ed i nt o t he Ar my. T h a t ' s why I  t hought  

I  shoul d come out  and go t o s c ho o l . Eut  I  got  my 1- A c l as s i f i c a-

t i on about  a mont h and a ha l f  ago so t hat  i t  was no use p l anni ng 

on any t h i ng. I  knew a l l  al ong t hat  i  woul d get  1- A sooner  or  

i at ei  so t h a t ' s wny I  dec i ded t o l i v e ever y day as i t  came. I  

t £ i n* t hat  I  woul d r at her  be i n t he Ar my r i ght  now t han wai t i ng 

ar ound and wonder i ng when I ' l l  be t ak en. I t  wo ul dn ' t  make t oo 

much d i f f er enc e uo me. i ' v e hear d a l o t  o f  r  uno i s agai ns t  go i ng 

i nt o t he Ar my, out  J-  t h i nk t hat  i t  wi l l  be f un . I  f ee l  so much 

oet t er  wander i ng ar ound t he d i f f er en t  c i t i e s i f  I  was i n a uni f o r m. 

I  do n ' t  exac t l y c a r e t o go t o I t al y bec aus e I  hear d t he Ni s ei  ar e 

t he spear heads t her e but  I  t hi nk t hat  t h war  over  t her e may end 

pr et t y soon and I ' d r at her  be i , a uni f o r m when t hey happens . i t  

wi l l  be bet t er  f or  my f u t ur e. I  t h i nk ever yone i s soon go i ng t o 
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hat e t he J aps when t he i nv as i o n s t ar t  and i t  wi l l  be bet t er  i f  I  

wer e i n a uni f or m bec ause t hen t hey c a n ' t  say any t hi ng t o me t hen. 

"The onl y t h i ng i s t hat  I  t h i nk t hat  t he Ar my shoul d have 

dr af t ed us r i gh t  i feom t he beg i nn i ng o f  t he war . Af t er  t hey di d 

UU C 7 J  
a l l  t hose t h i ngs l i k e evac uat i on t o us , I  f ee l  l i k e f i gh t i ng t oo 

A 

much f o r  t h i s c ount r y . But  t hen, I  f ee l  t he Amer i can peopl e who 

say a l l  t hose bad t hi ngs aga i ns t  us ar e i n t he mi nor i t y so t hat  

t h i s count r y i s wor t h f i gh t i ng f o r . I  do n ' t  t h i nk democr acy i s 

wor k i ng so wel l  af t er  t hey t r eat ed us . But  i n a way, i t  was 

pr et t y good t ak i ng us out  of  Ca l i f o r n i a as i t  mi ght  have oeen 

har d f or  us when J apan i nvaded t he S i i  P h i l i p p i nes . Many o f  t he 

J apanese mi ght  had been mur der ed i n t hei r  homes i f  t hey had 

s t ayed beh i nd. Those peopl e i n Ca l i f o r n i a d i dn ' t  r ea l i z e we wer e 

Amer i cans t oo and t hey woul d have t ak en ' f o r  J apan so maybe i t  was 

s af er  f or  us t o r emai n i n camp. My mot her  do es n ' t  want  me t o go 

i nt o t he Army at  a l l . She was ver y much agai ns t  my br ot her  vo-

l unt  

eer i ng when he d i d . She t o l d me t o s t ay i n camp bec aus e she 

t hought  1 woul d be dr af t ed r i ght  away i f  we came out  her e. She 

was af r a i d bcsxs I  woul d get  shot  i f  i  went  i nt o t he Army as I  

woul d be sent  over s eas af t er  t r a i n i ng o f  3 mont hs . She was not  

exac t l y b i t t er  about  evac uat i on as we wer e not  do i ng too wel l  back 

home. She j us t  d i d n ' t  want  us t o go i nt o t he Ar my and get  k i l l ed . 

I  t h i nk i t  wi l l  be eas i er  f or  us t o l ook af t er  mot her  now as we 

ar e o l der . She i s bei ng t aken c ar e of  i n camp unt i l  we can get  

es t abl i s hed and i n t hat  way camp l i f e was pr et t y good f or  us . 

" I  do n ' t  car e t o go t o t he l anguage school  a ô r t  Snel l i ng 

as I  woul d r at her  be a p l a i n s o l d i er . I  do n ' t  want  t o f i ght  

aga i ns t  J apan t hough. I f  I  ever  got  sent  t o J apan, t hey wo ul dn ' t  

t a*e pi t y on me. I ' d hat e t o use my knowl edge o f  t he l anguage 
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agai ns t  J apan as i t  i s t hei r  t ongue. I  do n ' t  c ar e t o f i ght  

agai ns t  J apan even t hough t hey ar e my enemi es . I  woul d much 

r at her  f i ght  agai ns t  Ger many. I  t h i nk t hat  t he M s e i  combat  t eam 

i s pr et t y good and I ' d r at her  be wi t h t hem. However , 1 s t i l l  

t h i nk t hat  t he &i s e i  shoul d be mi xed up wi t h t he Ar my. I t ' s j us t  

l i k e r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n i f  t hey ar e a l l  put  t oget her . I t  woul d 

be mor e democr at i c i f  a l l  t he n a t i o n a l i t i es wer e mi xed up. i Sd 

l i k e to get  i nt o t he mer chant  mar i ne or  t he Navy but  t h er e ' s not  

much chance f or  t he Ni s e i  t o do t hat . I ' d l i k e t o go t o sea and 

t r av el  ar ound and see t he wo r l d. 

" I f  I  get  i nt o t he Ar ms and i f  we make a good showi ng, t hen 

t he f ee l i ng of  t he Amer i can peopl e wi l l  be bet t er  f or  us . T her e' s 

a s l i m chance t hat  t h i s wi l l  happen al t ho not  many peopl e know 

about  t he Ni s e i  i n I t a l y . I f  we f a i l  i n t he Ar my, t hen i t  won' t  

hel p any o f  us ver y much because t he Amer i can peopl e wi l l  sa  ̂ t hat  

we f a i l ed our  chance t o do our  f i gh t i n g . 

"We have a l o t  o f  t hi ngs t o over come. They say t hat  t he 

c ause o f  evac uat i on was bec ause o f  s abo t age. I  do n ' t  know about  

t hat . Back home wher e I  came f r om, t her e was no t hi ng t o sabot age 

and yet  we had t o move out . I  t h i nk t hat  t hey j us t  want ed t o get  

us out  of  Ca l i f o r n i a and t hey used t he war  as t he exc us e. Gen. 

DeWi t t  was behi nd a l l  o f  t h i s and I  hear d he got  pai d a l o t  o f  

money f or  ev ac uat i ng us . The c at t l e r a i s er s and bi g hak u j i n f ar -

mer s want ed us out  as t he J apanese f ar mer s wer e bet t er  and t hese 

ot her  peopl e wer e j ea l o us . I f  t he J apanese s t ar t  f ar ms out  her e, 

I  do n ' t  t hi nk t he hak u j i n peopl e wi l l  l i k e i t  t oo much as t her e 

wi l l  oe a l o t  of  c ompet i t i on once mor e. I  came f r om t he f ar mi ng 

ar ea i n Cent r al  Ca l i f o r n i a wher e a l o t  o f  J apanese owned t hei r  own 

l and. Some o f  t hem wer e ao l e to keep t hei r  f ar ms when t he evacua-
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t i on came, out  i  t h i nk t hat  most  o f  t hem had t o s e l l  out . I  t h i nk 

chat  t hose who have f ar ms out  t her e yet  wi l l  go back event ual l y 

and t r y t o make a new s t ar t . 

Back home * do n ' t  t hi nk t hat  any of  t he J apanese wer e danger -

ous l i k e t hey sai d i n t he newspaper . I  t hought  our  a i ea was 

pr et t y good as t he î o e i  ana I s s ei  wer e not  t oo s t r ong f or  J apan. 

I  never  hear d t hem t al k t oo much about  i t  anway. They wer e send-

i ng t h i ngs t o t he J apanes e *r my when peopl e came f i amxat of or  dona-

t i ons but  t hey wo ul dn ' t  sabot age agai ns t  t hi s c ount r y . When I  had 

t o s i gn t hat  l oyal t y ques t i on i n camp i n Mar ch, 1945, I  d i dn ' t  

have any t h i ng agai ns t  t he gover nment  so I  answer ed ' y e s ' . A l o t  

of  peopl e answer ed 'no- no' bec ause t hey wer e bi t t er  about  l o s i ng 

pr oper t y . My mot her  s ai d t o answ " ~ i an ' t  

l o s i ng my r i gh t s . She s a i a t hat  i f  1 answer ed doubl e ' n o ' , I  

wo u l dn ' t  get  dr af t ed at  a l l . But  t he way I  pl anned was t hat  I  i n-

t ended t o st ay i n t hi s count r y a l l  my l i f e and I  never  want ed t o 

got t o J apan. My mot her  want ed t o go back t o J  apan, out  she f i -

nal l y answer ed ' y es ' t o t he ques t i onnai r e because a l l  o f  us an-

swer ed i t  t hat  way. 

"That  was pr et t y exc i t i ng t i me i n camp when t hej  had t hat  

r eg i s t r a t i o n . I  r emember  one n i ght  t he bl oc k peopl e c al l ed a 

meet i ng at  £ o ' c l o c k i n t he mor ni ng and t hey i ns i s t ed t hat  a l l  

t he peopl e answer  ' no ' t o t he ques t i o nnai r e t he next  day . They 

t o l d us our  c i t i z ens h i p was n ' t  wor t h any t hi ng a whol e l o t  of  mess 

l i k e t hat . I  d i d n ' t  under s t and t hem t oo wel l  bec aus e t hey t al ked 

i n hi gh- power ed J apanes e. Ther e was a l o t  of  exc i t ement  go i ng on 

dur i ng t hose f ew weeks t hat  r eg i s t r at i o n went  on. I n many of  t he 

kx£ bl oc ks t hr ee- f our t hs o f  t he peopl e answer e ' n o ' and t hey had 

answer  t o f cer . 1 d i d n ' t  t hi nk I  af t er  
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t o go t o Tul e L ak e. I t  was f unny because al l  t he men i n our  

ul ocksca t o l d us t o answer  doubl e 8no ' and t hey answer ed ' y e s ' . As 

a r es u l t  onl y a f ew i i i bei  f r om out  c l ock went  t o Tul e Lake when 

t he s egr egat i on came. 

"Somet i mes 1 do n ' t  know what  t o t h i nk about  t h i s war . I  wi sh 

t hat  t her e woul d be a peace t er m bet ween t he Uni t ed St at es and 

J apan as i t  woul d be eas i er  on t he Ni s e i . I t  woul d be bad f o r  t he 

Ni s e i  i f  we wi n or  l o s e t h i s war  t o J apan. E i t her  way, peopl e 

wi l l  l ook down on us unl es s we can do enough now t o make t hem 

t hi nk o t h®r wi s e. I  f i gur e t hat  we ar e e- oing to get  k i c k ed ar ound 

ei t her  way so I  do n ' t  car e t oo much about  t he war  now. I  do n ' t  

bel i ev e i n a l l  t he t hi ngs we ar e f i gh t i ng f o r . I  do n ' t  gi ve a 

dar n auout  J apan and I ' d j us t  as soon t hey l o s t  t he war . But  I ' d 

f eel  f unn  ̂ i f  t hat  happen as I  have J apanes e t l ood i n me. At  t he 

same t i me I  f ee l  l i k e an . m̂ei i can when I  do a l o t  o f  t h i ngs . 

T h a t ' s t he t r oubl e; i t ' s a h a l f  and ha l f  sor t  of  a f ee l i ng . I n a 

way, I  do n ' t  f ee l  ver y much l i k e c l app i ng when I  go t o t he movi es 

and see t he p i c t ur es about  how c r uel  t he J apanese s o l d i er s ar e. 

I  ao n ' t  f eel  l i i ce c l app i ng when I  see t he U. S. f i &g i n t he mov i es 

e i t her . i t ' s a f unny k i nd o f  f ee l i ng because I  do n ' t  know eaac t l y 

wher e r  bel ong. I  woul d l i k e t o Lel ong ent i r el y to t hi s count r y 

out  a l o t  o f  peopl e ar e not  wi l l i n g t o l et  us do t h i s . 

" I  s t i l l  t hi nk t hat  I  am l o y al  t o t he Uni t ed St at es end I ' d 

do a l l  I  can t o hel p i t  out  i f  I  wer e dr af t ed . I ' m an Amer i can 

because I  get  a l o t  of  f r ee aom out  her e l i k e ever yone e l s e and 

'̂m not  d i s c r i mi nat ed agai ns t  l i k e t he Negr oes , t h a t ' s why I  

f e l t  mor e l i k e f i gh t i n g f or  t h i s count r y af t er  I  came out  of  camp. 

I  l i v e j us t  an or di nar y l i f e and I  had my educ at i on her e. I ' d 

f eel  l i k e mor e o f  an out cas t  i f  I  wer e s t i l l  i n camp bec aus e a l l  
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o f  t he Ni s e i  have l e f t . 

rTJ-  do n T t  know not hi ng-  about  J apan so I  c an ' t  f eel  at  home 

t her e. I  onl y ¿now a l i t t l e bi t  about  t he l anguage as I  onl y went  

t o J apanese school  one y ear . I  l ear ned most  o f  t he l anguage f r om 

my mot her . I  know mor e o f  t he Amer i aan t hi ngs so t hat  i s t he 

r eason why I  do n ' t  c ar e t o be sent  to J apan. I  hear d t hat  t hey 

mi ght  even t r y t o depor t  us but  I  do n ' t  t hi nk t hat  can happen. 

Ther e ar e some dumb Amer i cans who want  t o do t hat  bec ause t hey 

do n ' t  want  t o gi ve us a c hanc e. I  get  pr et t y dar n mad when I  r ead 

o f  t he Amer i can l eg i o n who want  t o t ake our  c i t i z ens h i p away f r om 

us . I t ' s not  up t o them to dec i de because i t ' s wr i t t en i n t he 

c o ns t i t u t i o n . «hen t hey happens , t hey onl y make t he Ni s e i  f eel  

l es s l o y al  t o t h i s c ount r y . "*ou c a n ' t  beat  a per son down and ex-

pec t  hi m t o k i s s your  hand. I ' a oe wi l l i n g t o f o r get  ever y t hi ng 

t hat  was done t o us i n t he pas t  and f eel  t hat  ho har m was done i f  

t hey l e f t  us al one ana gave us an equal  chance #i t h ot her  Amer i -

c ans . 

"No l i e , man, I  l i k e t h i s count r y qui t e a b i t  and I  am pr oud 

of  i t  even i s some peopl e t h i nk t hat  I  do n ' t  bel ong her e. Ever y-

t hi ng i s good ana f i ne i n t h i s count r y except  a f ew Amer i cans who 

get  on my go at . I  f ee l  t hat  i f  one Ni s e i  was baa, i t  coul d hur t  

t n i ngs f or  a l l  t he r es t  of  t he N i s e i . The same way i s t r ue about  

t he Amer i c ans ; i f  one bad Amer i can does somet hi ng agai ns t  us , i t  

makes i t  l ook l i k e a l l  Amer i cans ar e bad. I  know t hat  i t  i s n ' t  

t r ue at  a l l . I  bel i ev e t hat  sooner  or  l at er  t he Ni s ei  wi l l  get  

t hei r  r i ght  p l ac e i n t hi s count r y as t hey ar e wi l l i n g to do ever y-

t h i ng t o hel p out  i n t he war  e f f o r t . They ser ve i n t he Army and 

t hey wor k i n war  p l an t s . nhat  mor e can t hey do t o pr ove t hem-

s el v es as l oyal  Amer i c ans . Some peopl e ar e not  even s a t i s f i ed 
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wi t h t hat  ana t hey s t i l l  do n ' t  want  t o gi ve us a c hanc e. T hat ' s 

why t her e mi ght  be qui t e a bi t  of  d i s c r i mi nat i o n i n j obs af t er  

t he war  but  I  t h i nk t h i s wi l l  pass over  af t er  a wh i l e . 

" I  do n ' t  f o l l o w t he news about  t he Ni s ei  t oo c l o s el y ao I  

do n ' t  know what  t hey ar e do i ng now. -i-  am j us t  a happy- go- l ucky 

k i d and I  f eel  t hat  ev er y t h i ng wi l l  t ur n out  l i k e t hey t aught  us 

i n schoo l  as democr acy must  #or k f or  a l l  o f  us . I  r eal l y t h i n 

t h i s i s go i ng t o come t r ue so t hat  i s why I  have hope f or  t he 

f ut ur e. I  t h i nk my f ami l y wi l l  be r es et t l ed i n a good way sooner  

or  l at er  but  we ' l l  have t o wor k f or  i t . I  hav en ' t  t al ked much 

about  r es et t l ement  wi t h my f ami l y yet  as my mot her  never  ment i ons 

i t . t f i ght  now she want s to s t ay i n camp and go oack to J a- pan af t er  

t he war . My br ot her  i s wor k i ng on f ami l y xeset t l ement  t he mos t . 

He i s do i ng f ar m wor k out  Nebr aska way t o f i nd out  i f  t her e ar e 

any good pr oppec t s f or  hi m t o go out  on h i s own. He wi l l  have t o 

most  o f  t he wor k f o r  f ami l y r es et t l ement  but  I  wi l l  hel p al l  I  c an. 

I  am l eav i ng i t  a l l  t o my feaxk or  ot her  as I  expect  t o get  i nt o t he 

Army soon. My br ot her  i s 4- 5' now so he do es n ' t  have t o wor r y 

about  get t i ng d r a f t ed . I  have t o wai t  and hear  what  h i s p l ans ar e 

f i r s t , oef o r e I  can do any t h i ng aoout  f ami l y r es et t l ement . I f  I  

do n ' t  get  dr af t ed I  wi l l  s t ar t  on i t  wi t h my br o t her . I  c an ' t  

make any def i n i t e p l ans on i t  r i ght  now but  I  am t hi nk i ng o f  i t  

now ana t hen. 

"My mot her , younger  or ot her  and s i s t er  ar e s t i l l  i n camp. I  

have t wo ot her  mar r i ed s i s t er s but  t hey ar e i n anot her  camp. i 'hey 

have t nei r  own f ami l i es t o t ake c ar e o f . My mot her  i s about  41 or  

so but  I ' m not  sur e o f  her  age. She was onl y 16 or  17 when my 

o l der  s i s t er  was bor n. I  do n ' t  know what  my mot her  woul d do i f  she 

went  back t o J apan, her  mot her  i s s t i l l  l i v i ng back t her e some 
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p l ac e. I  do n ' t  know ver y much about  my f ami l y h i s t o r y . 

" I  t h i nk t hat  my par ent s came f r om Hi r oshi ma Ken. My f o l k s 

came t o t h i s count r y about  26 year s ago and my t wo o l der  s i s t er s 

wer e cor n near  Mont er ey . My f at her  and h i s f our  br o t her s and 

s i s t er s a l l  came out  her e at  one t i me and t hey al l  had a f ar m 

ar ound Mont er ey . ¿'hey ar e a l l  mar r i ed. A l l  o f  t hem sent  oack t o 

J apan f o r  t hei r  wi ves and my dad f i xed i t  up f or  hi s s i s t e r . A l l  

of  t hese r e l a t i v es went  i nt o f ar m wor i c ar ound Cent r al  C a l i f o r n i a , 

out  i  do n ' t  ¿enow wher e t hey ar e now. borne of  t hem went  back t o 

J apan af t er  t hey made a l i t t l e money. My dad was al ways a f ar mer  

and he moved t o Sanger  wher e t he r es t  o f  us wer e bor n. Af t er  he 

separ at ed f r om my mot her , my o l der  s i s t er  had t o qui t  school  i n 

or der  t o hel p t he f ami l y . We moved t o L i nds ay and we got  al ong 

pr et t y wel l  as my mot her  and s i s t er  got  j obs t her e. A l l  o f  t he 

r es t  of  us wer e abl e t o f i n i s h ' h i g h school  and t he youngest  ar e 

s t i l l  i n schoo l  i n camp so we di d okay as a f ami l y gr oup. 1 do n ' t  

t hi nk t hat  my younger  s i s t er  and br ot her  woul d want  t o go wi t h my 

mot her  t o J apan as we have mor e o f  t he f ami l y c ont r o l  now and she 

can go on her  own way wi t hout  our  s uppor t . We ' l l  j us t  make her  

come out  wi t h us seme pl ac e and I  know t hat  she wi l l  s t i c k wi t h us . 

I f  we do t hat , we shoul d be ao l e t o make out  even bet t er  t han we 

di d oef or e t he war . i ŷ mot her  j us t  dr eams about  go i ng back t o 

J apan Lecause so many of  t he I s s ei  i n camp t a l k about  i t  but  we 

wo n ' t  l et  her  go . We woul d r at her  s t ar t  out  some p l ac e i n t he 

mi dwest  af t er  t he war  because i t  woul d be a bt t er  l i f e to st ay i n 

t h i s c ount r y . The way we f i gur e i t  i s t hat  my mot her  i s used t o 

t h i s count r y and i t  wo ul dn ' t  be har d f or  her . Maybe she woul d 

l i k e i t  bet t er  i n J apan but  none of  t he k i ds woul d l i k e i t  t her e 

so i t ' s bet t er  f o r  her  t o t h i nk about  a l l  o f  her  c h i l dr en i ns t ead 
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of  h e r s e l f . 

!, t TI  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  made t oo much pr ogr ess out  her e dur i ng 

t he mont hs I  was r es et t l ed . I  d i d n ' t  do any t hi ng at  a l l  but  eat , 

s l eep and p l ay . I  j us t  r oamed ar ound wi t h t he r es t  o f  t he boys 

on Sat ur day n i ght s and we woul d go a l l  over  Chi c ago j us t  t o see 

t he d i f f er en t  p l ac es . Once i n a whi l e we woul d go pl ay pok er . 

Somet i mes we j us t  l i k e t o go down t o t he ôop and wat ch al l  t he 

peopl e go i ng by i n t he s t r eet . I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  have any bad 

hab i t s , I  j us t  s t ar t ed t o smoke r ec ent l y but  I  do n ' t  dr i nk al t ho 

some o f  t he ot her  f el l o ws do . never  go t o t he whor e hor ses 

al t ho t he ot her  guys i n t hi s bu i l d i ng ar e al ways go i ng. I  woul d 

not  mi nd go i ng somet i mes but  I ' m af r ai d t hat  I  mi ght  get  some 

d i s eas e or  I  mi ght  get  caught  by t he p o l i c e . A l l  t he f el l o ws out  

her e t al k about  t he d i f f e r en t  p l ac es t hey go t oo and t hat  makes me 

c ur i o us . Ther e ar e about  s i x whor e houses t hat  t hey go t o out  

her e and none o f  t hem have oeen caught  y et . Some o f  t hose guys i n 

t h i s house go a l l  t he t i me. ¿ 'hat 's wher e t hey spend most  of  t hei r  

money. They ar e onl y a l i t t l e o l der  t han me t oo . I f  1 s t uc k 

ar ound Chi c ago , I  mi ght  get  t hat  way t oo . I  do n ' t  want  t o get  a 

bad r eput at i o n bec aus e I  have ambi t i ons t o make good some day . 

" I  hav en ' t  r eal l y done t oo many t hi ngs s i nc e comi ng out  her e. 

Dur i ng t he week I  never  go out  ver y much a l t h ^V e used t o go over  

t o t he Hyde Par k YMCA t o swi m and pl ay bas k et bal l  about  3 or  4 

t i mes a week . I  used t o be a member  t her e. We j us t  pl ay basket -

bal l  among our s el v es as t her e wer en ' t  t oo many Cauc as i an f el l o ws 

ar ound. They ar e a l l  i n t he Ar my. Bas k et bal l  i s my f av o r i t e 

spor t  and I  used t o make t he t eam back home and i n camp. I  t r y 

t o l i v e a c l ean l i f e out  her e bec aus e I  do n ' t  want  my mot her  t o be 

t oo di s appo i nt ed i n me. I  do n ' t  car e t o go t oo wi l d as i t  do es n ' t  
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l ook so good. I  see t oo many of  t hese Ni s ei  gu}s get t i ng dr unk 

a l l  t he t i me ana t hey do n ' t  even go t o wor k anymor e. A l o t  o f  

t hem go t o gambl i ng p l ac es but  not  so many f r om t h i s hous e. 

" I  hear  about  t hose Ni s e i  zoot  s u i t er s a l l  t he t i me but  t hey 

a o n ' t  wear  t he ext r eme zoot  s u i t s so much. - L'hey j us t  ac t  t ough and 

I  see t hem hangi ng ar ound on l̂ ar k St . t he most . Ther e ar e qu i t e 

a f ew on t he ô r t h î de but  1 do n ' t  see so many o f  t hem down on 

t he Sout h î de . i  do n ' t  t hi nk so much of  t he zoot  s u i t er s as t hey 

hur t  t he Ni s ei  r eput at i o n . I  sor t  o f  l i k e t he wa} t hey wear  t hei r  

hai r  out  i t  s ho u l dn ' t  be so l ong, They wear  t hei r  pant s t oo t i ght  

t oo . Boy , t he} r ea l l } have a bad r eput at i o n . Ky r oom mat e t e l l s 

me t hat  t he} even go up as k money f r om ot her  Ni s e i  who wal k down 

t he s t r eet . I  never  hear d of  any J apanes e do i ng t hat  bef o r e. 

Those gu}s go out  wi t h cheap Cauc as i an g i r l s . One t i me I  was 

wal k i ng down l̂ a r k at . wi t h a f r i end and we passed by a bar  and I  

saw 3 Ni s e i  f el l o ws dr un£ wi t h C a l i C a S i a n g i r l s and t he} wer e pr et t y 

l o ud. I t  made me f eel  ashamed as I  f i i dn't  t hi nk t he} wer e behav i ng 

r i gh t . I  woul d never  sa} any t hi ng t o have an ar gument  wi t h one o f  

t hose f el l ows because t hey c ar r } k ni v es and ar e al ways l ook i ng f or  

a f i gh t . They ac t  as i f  t hey owned t he t own but  t hey do n ' t  bot her  

t he o t her s t oo much. I  hear d some of  t hem l ook f or  f i gh t s wi t h 

Cauc as i ans j us t  t o ueat  t hem up. I  never  hear d o f  such a t h i ng 

bef o r e I  came t o Ch i c ago . My f r i ends t e l l  me t he} wer e pr et t y-

wi l d i n Los Angel es but  I  d i d n ' t  know about  t hat  bef o r e . I  bet  

t he} wer en ' t  as wi l d as t hey ar e now. 

"¿«one o f  my f r i ends ar e zoot  s u i t er s as we d i dn ' t  have an} o f  

t hem at  Bos t on. My pal s ar e j us t  aver age guys who wor k i n f ac-

t o r i es . They p l a} ar ound somet i mes , but  the- } do n ' t  was t e a l l  of  

t hei r  mone} a l l  t he t i me l i k e a l o t  of  Ni s e i  guys . One o f  my 
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f r i ends her e goes t o s c hoo l . My bes t  pal  sends money home ever y 

mont h and he never  f oo l s ar ound. Some o f  t he ot her  guys i n t h i s 

house ar e pr et t y wi l d but  I  do n ' t  go out  wi t h t hem. 1 t h i nk t he 
nor t h 

wi l des t  guys have moved t o t he srxsfc s i de . . 

" I  have about  7 c l o s e f r i ends who go ar ound i n my gang. Most  

of  t hem ar e my c l as s mat es so t hey ar e pr et t y young- . ,He used t o 

r un ar ound t oget her  i n camp and had a l o t  o f  f un. The ot her  Ni s ei  

I  know, I  met  out  her e, ¿"our  o f  my gang l i v e i n t h i s house so I  

see t hem al l  t he t i me. We have l o t s o f  f un but  t he onl y t r oubl e 

i s t hat  I  do n ' t  know enough young g i r l s out  her e. I  used t o go out  

a l l  t he t i me wi t h "gi l l s i n t i me out  I  h av en ' t  had a s i ngl e dat e out  

her e y et . i - 've t een t o a f ew o f  t he s o c i a l s sponsor ed by t he 

Chr i s t i an chur ch and t hose ar e f un. I ' m sor t  of  a member  o f  t he 

45r d St . Ch r i s t i an chur ch even t hought  I  was a Buddhi s t  bef o r e. 

Thi s gr oup gave a dance l as t  week- end and i t  was f a i r  even t hough 

t her e wer en ' t  enough g i r l s . I  do n ' t  go t o t he Buddhi s t  chur ch any 

mor e al t ho I  went  t o one i n camp. I  hear d t hat  t her e was a Bud-

dh i s t  chur ch out  her e out  I  hav en ' t  l ooked i t  up because a l l  o f  my 

f r i ends ar e i nt er es t ed i n t he 45r d St . chur ch a c t i v i t i e s . I  do n ' t  

o el i ev e i n r e l i g i o n so much anyway. I  l i k e t he Chr i s t i an peopl e 

bet t er  now as I  know t hem t he bes t . 

"Si nc e I ' v e been out  her e I  went  t o t he Bapt i s t  chur ch wher e 

Eev . Mor i kawa pr eac hed s ev er al  t i mes . "Usual l y I  am t oo busy pl ay-

i ng pool  t hough. I ' m not  r e l i g i o us at  a l l  and I  us ual l y go t o meet  

f r i ends . I ' v e met  a l o t  o f  g i r l s out  her e but  I  never  go t o know 

t hem ver y we l l . 'A l l  o f  my f r i ends ar e Ni s e i . Once i n a whi l e I  

t h i nk o f  get t i ng mar i i ed out  I  c an ' t  be s er i ous about  t hat  f or  

s ev ei a l  year s yet  because I ' m t oo young. ~11 t he guys ar e t a l k i ng 

about  get t i ng mar r i ed out  her e because t hey ar e mak i ng ¿rood dough. 
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" I  do n ' t  know any Cauc as i an g i r l s as I  j us t  as soon r un ar ound 

wi t h Ni s ei  g i r l s . I t  wo ul dn ' t  seem r i ght  f o r  t oo many Ni s e i  t o 

mar r y Cauc as i ans as t he publ i c wo u l dn ' t  l i k e i t . I  never  t hought  

o f  i t  f o r  my s el f . I  met  a l o t  o f  Cauc as i an peopl e at  t he chur ch 

t ut  1 never  devel oped f r i ends t her e. I  r eal l y do n ' t  have t oo much 

of  an es t ab l i s hed s oc i al  l i f e so I  have been l ook i ng ar ound f or  

d i f f e r en t  t hi ngs t o do . I ' v e never  been t o one of  t hose b i g Ni s ei  

danc es out  her e as t hey hav en ' t  had any s i nc e I ' v e come t o Chi c ago . 

The danc es t hey had at  t he chur ch wer e us ual l y f un. Us ual l y abobt  

40 Ni s e i  woul d come and about  s i x woul d be Cauc as i an. 1 think-

t hat  t her e shoul d be mor e of  t hese Ni s ei  s o c i a l s so we can get  

ac quai nt ed wi t h Ni s e i  on Sat ur day ni ght .. I ' d r at her  do t hat  t han 

go t o t he pool  h a l l . 

"A l l  I  do i s go ar ound i n my gang and when my f r i ends come t o 

t own I  j us t  show t hem ar ound. -We go out  t o eat  and t o see t he 

shows. I ' d l i k e t o show t hem ar ound t o t he museum and zoo but  t hey 

a r en ' t  t oo i n t er es t ed. I  never  go t o t he ni ght  c l ubs because i t  

seems t hat  i t  i s t oo expens i v e. Once i n a whi l e a l l  of  us guys go 

t o t he bur l es que shows f or  f un . Someooi f x t he guys who come t huu 

s t ay i n Chi c ago f or  about  a week . They have to pay $1 a n i ght  f or  

t he beds when t hey s t ay her e but  we us ual l y f eed t hem f or  no t h i ng. 

Qui t e a f ew o f  our  f r i ends f r om Bost on have passed t hr ough on t hei r  

way to ot her  c i t i e s . They al ways want  t o go to t he ni ght  c l uh but  

we c an ' t  get  enough g i r l s t oget her  t o go. I  wo u l dn ' t  know how t o 

ac t  i f  I  went  t o a ni ght  c l ub anyway. 

" I  t hi nk t he bes t  t hi ng t o do woul d be t o have a b i g bu i l d i ng 

wher e a l l  t he Ni s e i  coul d meet . Then we coul d have a l o t  of  c l ubs 

l i k e we had i n camp. j .'d l i k e t o see a ver y l ar ge gr oup so we 

coul d t hr ow a bi g danc e. I ' d be happi er  i f  t hey Mad mor e o f  t hese 
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s o c i a l  a f f a i r s at  l eas t  t wi ce a mont h and i t  woul d he somet hi ng t o 

l ook f or war d t o bes i des out  pay c hec k s . They olkh c an ' t  do i t  ver y 

wel l  as t her e ar e t oo many Ni s ei  gr oups i n Chi c ago r i ght  now and 

t hey do n ' t  seem t o get  al ong wi t h one ano t her . About  t he onl y 

.Ni sei  gr oups whi ch seem t o be o r gani zed ar e t hose wi t h c hur c hes . 

I  t h i nk Chi cago i s t oo bi g t o t r y to get  al l  Ni s e i  i n once p l ac e. 

Boy , i f  6000 Ni s e i  got  i nt o one pl ac e her e, I  f eet  t he hak u j i n 

woul d t h i nk t he J apanes e Ar my was i nv adi ng. 

|  " I  do n ' t  l i k e Chi cago  ̂ as a bi g c i t y i s t oo much f or  me. I ' d 

r at her  l i v e i n a smal l er  p l ac e wher e I  can get  t o know ever ybody . 

Chi c ago i s sor t  o f  f unny and t he Ni s e i  l i v i n g her e t h i nk t hey ar e 

t oo good f or  one ano t her . They a r en ' t  f r i end l y at  a l l  and t hey 

j us t  s t ar e at  us . I t  get s me down. I ' d l i k e t o be f r i ends but  

t hey do n ' t  want  i t  so I  have t o s t i c k mor e t o my own gr oup. T hat ' s 

why I  t h i nk i t  woul d be har d t o get  a l l  t he Ni s ei  t oget her  out  

her e, j  

" I  suppose i t  woul d be a l o t  bet t er  f or  t he Ni s e i  to make 

many Cauc as i an f r i ends i n or der  t o get  t hem t o under s t and us bet t er . 

I f  t hey got  t o know what  we wer e l i k e , we woul d be accept ed bet t er . 

I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  t he Cauc as i ans want  t o know us r i ght  now because 

o f  t he war  so t hat  i t  i s har d. The hak u j i n i n t he chur ch t r y t o 

get  us t oget her  wi t h t hem, but  i t  j us t  do es n ' t  seem t o wor k out . 

Ther e i s somet hi ng wr ong some p l ac e . I t  mi ght  be because t he Ni s ei  

do n ' t  gi v e a dar n aoout  C a u C 8 S i 8 n g f r i en ds . T h a t ' s t he way I  f ee l . 

So I  s t i c k wi t h my Ni s e i  f r i ends . I  know i t ' s wr ong but  I  do n ' t  

have t he t i me t o go l o o k i ng f or  c a u C a s i a n f r i ends when t her e ar e so 

many Ni s ei  f r i ends a l l  ar ound. Most  of  at he Ni s ei  want  t o be wi t h 

t nei r  own Ni s ei  f r i ends ana t hey do n ' t  car e t o mi ngl e so much be-

c ause i t  makes t hem unc omf r o t abl e. I  do n ' t  know a s i ng l e Ni s ei  who 
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has a l o t  o f  Cauc as i an f r i en d . I  know we s ho u l dn ' t  avo i d meet i ng 

Cauc as i ans but  t h a t ' s what  we a l l  do . I  woul d l i k e to meet  Cauca-

s i ans but  I  don* t  have t he t i me. I  t s l k t o t he chur ch l ads a l l  the 

t i me. I  do n ' t  f eel  backwar d about  t al k i ng t o Cauc as i ans l i k e so 

many Ni s ei  do . i t  do es n ' t  make me f eel  l ow i n mor al e.j ust  because 

I ' m a î s e i . 

"P r et t y soon t her e wi l l  be a J apanes e t own i n Chi cago as 

qui t e a- f ew f ami l i es ar e comi ng out  r i ght  now. ¿hi s wi l l  make 

most  of  t he Ni s ei  happy . 1 t h i nk t hat  i t  mi ght  be a good t hi ng 

even t hough t he Cauc as i ans wo u l dn ' t  l i k e i t . I ' d r at her  l i v e i n a 

J apanes e t own as I ' d f eel  f r eer  and mor e l i k e 1 bel ong her e. I ' d 

be wi t h mor e peopl e l i k e mys el f  and nobody woul d s t ar e at  me. I ' d 

l i k e t o open a J apanes e r es t aur ant  r i ght  i n t he J apanese s ec t i on 

so i ' o get  a l o t  of  bus i nes s . 

"But  t hen, i f  t her e i s a J apanes e t own her e, i t  may cause r e-

sent ment s but  t hat  c a n ' t  oe hel ped. The J apanes e i n camp woul d 

f eel  mor e l i k e comi ng out  i f  t her e wer e a J apanese d i s t r i c t  t o come 

t o . Then t hey woul u oe abl e to go t o J apanes e s t o r es anc t hey 

woul d f ee l  L et t er . They wo ul dn ' t  get  i ns ul t ed by any hak uj i n c l er k s 

who c o u l dn ' t  under s t and t hem so we l l . The onl y t hi ng I  wo u l dn ' t  

l i k e i s i f  t he  ̂ f o r c e a l l  J apanese t o l i v e i n on ê pl ace as i t  

woul d get  c r owded. I  j us t  want  t o be l e f t  al one and I  wo u l dn ' t  l i k e 

t o see har d f ee l i ngs devel op bet ween a J apanese communi t y and t he 

Cauc as i ans . The b . s t  t h i ng t hat  I  woul d l i k e t o see i s f or  t he 

Ni s ei  t o oe wor k i ng r i gh t  al ong wi t h Cauc as i ans when i t  came t o 

mak i ng money ana t hen t hey coul d go l i v i ng: i n t hei r  own d i s t r i c t s 

af t e i  t hat  i f  t hey want ed t o . I  wo u l dn ' t  want  i t  so t he Cauca-

s i ans wo u l dn ' t  gi ve us a j o b̂ e c a u s e we c o u l dn ' t  make much money 

wor di ng f or  J apanese empl oyer s . I  gues s t he way i t  wor ks out  i s 
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t o wor k wi t h t he hak u j i n cut  I  want  t o pl ay wi t h t he Ni s e i . 

"The i mmedi at e f ut ur e may not  be t oo good, es pec i al l y i f  t her e 

i s a depr es s i o n af t er  t he war . I ' m onl y hopi ng t hat  t he Ni s ei  wi l l  

do pr et t y good ev ent ual l y oecause I  am one o f  t hem. I  know a l o t  

o f  f ami l i es out  on f ar ms and t hey seem t o be do i ng pr et t y we l l . I t  

woul d be good fef  ever yone f r om t he camp r es et t l ed bef o r e t he war  

ended so t hat  t hey c oul d save some money f or  t he depr es s i o n . I f  

t hey had t o come out  af t er  t he war  when t her e i s a depr es s i o n, i t  

wi l l  be pr et t y har d on t hem. I  t h i nk somet i mes t hese camps may get  

t o be j us t  l i k e t he I nd i an r es er v at i o n . I t ' s go i ng t o be pr et t y 

har d on t hose I s s ei  peopl e who have no c h i l dr en t o hel p t hem out . 

" I  t h i nk t hat  i f  r eset t l ement  keeps up l i k e i t  has been do i ng 

dur i ng t he pas t , i t  wi l l  be pr et t y good and we wi l l  do much bet t er  

t nan t he I nd i ans . I f  c o u i s e, t her e i s al ways a chance t hat  t h i ngs 

wi l l  get  so t ough t hat  we may have t o go bac k to camp. I 'm not  

o i t t er  at - t hi s count r y al t ho at  t i mes I  f eel  t hat  we ar en ' t  oei ng 

t r eat ed f a i r l y . I  wi sh Amer i cans woul d under s t and t hat  I  am f or  

t h i s count r y as much as t hey ar e and I  t h i nk t he i  est  of  t he Ni s e i  

ar e t oo. - ¡- 'hat  i s why t hey ar e comi ng out  o f  camp. They have f a i t h 

i n t hi s c ount r y . I f  t hey d i d n ' t  f ee l  t hi s way t hey woul d go t o 

Tul e L ak e. l o t  of  guys say t hey p l an t o go t o Manchur i a or  t he 

Sout h P ac i f i c af t er  t he war  but  t hey ar e onl y t al k i ng t hr ough t hei r  

hat s . . They 'd much r at her , s t a  ̂ i n t h i s count r y i f  t her e i s a chance 

t o make a dec ent  l i v i n g . The onl y t h i ng t hat  makes me bo i l  i ns i de 

i s when peopl e make c r acks at  me of  bei ng a ¿ap and t hat  makes 

t h i ngs t ougher . 

" I ' m pr et t y sur e t hat  t he maj o r i t y o f  t he M s e i  wi l l  r emai n i n 

t h i s count r y t he r es t  o f  t hei r  l i v e s . None o f  t hem r eal l y want  t o 

go t o J apan as t hey woul d be l ooked down on even t her e. Some o f  
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t he I s s ei  may so bec ause t hey wo n ' t  have any t h i ng el se t o do . Ther e 

ar e a l o t  o f  peopl e i n Tul e - âke, out  I  know t hat  many of  t he n i s e i  

ar e t her e onl y oecause t hei r  par ent s made t hem go. They c o u l dn ' t  

l eave t hei r  par ent s as t hey wer e t oo young t o go out  on t hei r  own. 

I t ' s t oo bad oecause I  do n ' t  t hi nk t hey wi l l  l i k e i t  t oo much i n 

J apan i f  t hey have t o be depo r t ed. 

" I ' m j us t  hopi ng t hat  I  wi l l  be l e f t  a l o ne. My ai m i n l i f e i s 

t o make a good l i v i n g and be happy . I ' d l i k e t o r ai s e a f ami l y and 

maybe own a f ar m or  a bus i nes s o f  my own so t hat  my sons coul d t ake 

over  when I  got  o l d . Maybe I ' l l  get  t h i s wi sh some day i f  I  keep 

wor k i ng har d. î gh t  norw I ' m mor e i nt er es t ed i n f un but  t h a t ' s be-

cause I  may oe dr af t ed soon. When I  got  t o Nebr aska next  week I ' l l  

pr ooaol y be wor k i ng har d . I  do n ' t  know wher e i ' l l  go f r om t her e but  

x'm not  woxr i ed. I ' j j  s t i l l  young ana I ' v e got  a l ong t i me t o make 

up my mi nd and I  know I ' l l  s et t l e down sooner  or  l at er  and I  know 

I  wo n ' t  get  bad. A l l  I ' l l  do wi l l  be t o enj oy my s el f . T h a t ' s one 

o f  t he mai n obj ec t s of  l i v i n g . I t ' s no use bei ng di s c our aged a l l  

t he t i me because t hat  do es n ' t  get  y o u / any p l ac e. ' 1 
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Whi l e I  was I n gr ammar  schoo l  most  of  my pl aymat es 

wer e Ni s ei  f e l l o ws al t hough I  s t ar t ed t o go ar ound wi t h 

a Cauc as i an cr owd i n h i gh s choo l  anyway. The f ew of  us 

who di d go a l l  had Cauc as i an f r i ends and I  d i d n ' t  no t i c e 

any t h i ng t hat  made us d i f f e r en t . I  knew t hat  our  s k i n 

c o l o r  was a l i t t l e d i f f e r en t  but  I  never  t hought  much of  

t hose t h i ngs . The k i nds at  s choo l  j us t  t ook us as we 

wer e. I  was t oo young t o t h i nk about  d i s c r i mi nat i o n and 

a l l  t hat  s t u f f  but  I  us ed t o hear  my mot her  ment i on i t  

once i n a wh i l e . I  guess i t  was pr et t y har d f o r  some 

Ni s e i  t o get  J obs bef o r e t he war  bec ause my mot her  us ed t o 

say maybe I ' d have t o go t o J apan f o r  a j ob bec aus e t her e 

was no t h i ng her e f o r  me. I  c o u l dn ' t  under s t and t hat  be-

c ause I  was hav i ng f un f o o l i ng ar ound wi t h my Cauc as i an 

f r i en ds . 

I  never  was awar e of  a l l  t he J apanes e peopl e d i d be-

cause I  t ook t hes e t h i ngs f o r  gr ant ed and I  was so busy 

t r y i ng t o gr ow up and get  i nt o h i gh s c hoo l . I  never  d i d 

s t udy ver y har d so t hat  I  d i d n ' t  make such good gr ades . 

A f ew of  t hose ot her  Ni s ei  s t udent s s t udi ed a l l  t he t i me 

and t hey wer e known as t op s t udent s i n t he s c hoo l . Whi l e 

I  was i n j un i o r  h i gh schoo l  I  d i d about  t he same t h i ngs . 

I  had a l o t  of  f un but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk I  l ear ned t oo much. 

I  bar el y made enough gr ades t o gr aduat e. I  went  a l l  t he 

way t hr ough schoo l  wi t h my boyhood pal s and we us ed t o have 

a l o t  of  f un t o get her . / 

I n h i gh schoo l  I  made t he bas k et ba l l , f o o t ba l l  and 

t r ac k t eams . I  was a member  of  t he F ut ur e Far mer s of  



2 

CH- 52 

Amer i ca f o r  f our  y ear s . I  went  t o t he FFA c onvent i ons 

ever y summer . I  was l ook i ng f o r war d t o my s eni o r  y ear  

so I  c oul d go t o t he San L u i s Obi s po c onvent i on when t he 

war  br oke a l l  of  t h i s up . I  had p l ans t o go t her e t o 

San L u i s Obi s po t o do my l as t  y ear  i n h i gh schoo l  as I  

hear d t hat  I  coul d wor k my way t hr ough. I  was t oo young 

so t hat  I  d i d n ' t  have much p l ans f o r  t he f u t u r e. I  was 

hav i ng t oo muc h f un p l ay i ng spor t s t o ever  t h i nk of  t hese 

t h i ngs . I  guess I  j us t / t ho ught  I  woul d be a f ar mer  event -

ua l l y l i k e my b r o t h e r . / 


