CH 49 Magssko Saruwatari WRA Form 26 304349

2, Gila R.C. 9/1/42
3. Tulare A.C. 5/9/42
4, P.0. Box 591 Arroyo Grande, Calif,
5. Inokichi Fukamaki Japan
Al Furukawa Japan
S5a. US Gardener-Barber, Abroad Farmer
7. Grammar school Santa Barbara, Calif. 1920-1926
Jr. High School Santa Barbara Jr, High 1926-1929
High School Santa Barbara High 19290-1932
7a. Majored in math.
8. none
12, 633" 108 1bs.
15, No major defects,
18. married
190 wife
20, 6/24/13
23. no
24, High 4
25. speaks Japanese
27. Groc. sales clerk
27a. Seamstress
28. 10/42- WRA Block Janitress, River, Arizona
Janitress-to clean latrines, and shower rooms 16
1940-1942 Akl's Market and Radio éervice, Arroyo Grande, Cailif,
Sales Clerk - handled fruits and vegetables, canned
goods, lunch meats, handled cash regilster,
Helped her husband. No pay
1932-1942 Housewife
29, Skillls: Sewing--making dresses
Hobbies: Knitting -- read books
30. Buddhist
51. dos ok

Masako's husband Akira Saruwatarl, see CH 37




Charles Kikuchli

Evecuation & Hesetilement Siudy
Chicago, lllinois

September 23, 1944
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Motoko shimosaki (pseuvd.)
Cpeoss Hef.: CH-37, 26, 35

Mrs, Motoko Shimosaki, &1,
the wife of 4iji Shimosaki
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Motoko Shimoeski, &1, srrived in Chicspo on July 17, 1944
in orcuer to join her hnusubana, CH=-3%., LHer threex childrien have
Jusat commenced puwvlic school here, Motoko was primarily inter-
ested in talkineg avout her children since her whole life is
wrapped arovnd them. However, she is careful 1o see that they do
not baegcome TOO0 dependent upon her. #oLOKO has never worked in s
regular Jjob escevt for a short period in 1932 as & dowestic in

Sartara. +“he gradusted from Ssnts Lal ra Figh school in

ihoughout nher puviic schicol education she also attended Lhe

ineuage scnool his case lilustretes the cvreask which
convent i,’-"!iflr'_l J &l npase communits vhen SIE vent Lo
there are some
0t completel)
she ue=-
lieves, Motoke d0e¢s noiL secm 10 have any personality Aifficulties
spitatle woman
juite cooperative throughout the intervi
enteg from C,K, ¥lar)y reveals her point of view in
resettiing end it slso gives some pleture of Lne ué justments which
ghe is meking, 4 deteslled asccount of her comments in the formsl

interviews wi follow ¢ ¥iary excerpts,




Aug. 20, 1944.... In the afternoon I went over to interview

Motoko for the first time, 4 dropped in Yonec's (CH-36) to get
the sddress snd dotoko was there so I went over Yo her home after
telking for s few minutes with Yone.

Motoko had the following sbout Japanese Loarding houses:
"Somebody should investigate these Japanese Loarding houses be-
cause meny of them sren't heslthul for the people living in them.
I went to visit s friend in one of these boarding houses snd we
get down to the table to est. I waes horrifi.d to seek coekrosches
running acroes the table 2nd nobody seemed to csre. They just
took it for pgranted without realizing what germs these rosches
carry., Ben (CH-4.) told me of a few of these bosrding houses end
they chsrge outrageous prices. JThere's onme fcllow I know who
pays $£48 s wonth for room and board and he hss to sleep in & room
with 4 other fellows snd he pets rice snd fish for divner. For
hie lunch he gets a slab of meat thrown in between two pleces of
breed, There's snother plece where they pay ¢11 a week and they
certoinly don't get their mgoney's worth, Some 0f these voarding
houses sre run by Issel end I can't unierstand these Hisel who

sre afraid to protest agaminst them. They feel that it 18 a crime

or sometning. The Iesel still have juite & hold over the Nisel

and don't let anyone kida you, There is one 24-year old Nisel
fellow that we krow and he has s wife end a baby, but he actuall}
nes to get permission from his father to go out evenings and that'se
the honest truth, If the fether saye no, then this fellow meekl)
gteys home that evening, Cen jou imagine that?"

Moto ie x very different from her sister, Yone (CH=26) be-

gshe hes quite a personaliity snd ehe I8 rather talkstive, ©Ohe told




mwe later in the interview that she reslly wss sn introvert but wse

forced to develop her personality after poing to 4rroyo Grande to

L
live with her husvand, ﬁ‘k’fCH-a?J. Motoko wes 80 relieved thet

she finally found a place of her own., &She has s very niceapsrt-
ment, It is a otrick vuilding and 1t is located right next to =
Wesleyan Methodist “hurch. +he epertument ie rented from the chu:ch
and Motoko ssid that it was not too difficult to go to churech on
Sunday in return for ell of the kind favors which the minister snd
hie wife grents, The minister lives upstairs snd the three girls
are very fond of the minister's wife. It is & 4-room apsrtment but
the rooms are very lerge., It was unfurnished but Eiji was avle to
purchase some second hand furniture rather cheapl;., They are going
to send for their frigideire shortly. Motoko doeesn't want to send
for thelr furniturec stored in Cslifornia becsuse ehe doesn't know
whet is going to hsppen to them in the future., ©She would like to
g0 to 8 am=ll town to live wul Eiji resiste this because he feels
that business would not be 80 good in & smell town. £iji hae re-
ceived snother deferment until Pecember, I dldn't get to epeak
#with him at sll eince he wes at work but Motoko invited me to hive
dinver with them next luesday when I come over in the sfternoon

for another interfi:w.

Motoko believes that they will be in their present spartuent
for juite e while. 4t is steam heated 80 she will not hsve to Le
bothered with emptying cosl ashes this winter., They psy 40 a
"month for this large spasrtment which is very remsonable, In cou=
parison with many other Nisei apartments which I have =een it is
mvch superior. Motoko likes it ver; much becsuvee it is so con-

veniently located nesr storee snd the school, <he school is only




one L1ock nway.

Motoko's Z children are very extrovert in personslity., There
pecms t0 be & noticeable difference between Nisel and Ssnsel child-
ren snd I think that this is dwe to the psrents to a large extent,
ilotoko is only Z1 years o0ld and she looks 8o young that I wae sur-
prised to see Barbare, 11; ¥ay, 7; and PYisnne, 6., lhey are juite
lsrge for th ir age and I tkink they will be as tell se thelr
mother, sbout 6 foot 6, <here is quite a differencc Letween Yone

Motoko
and Messagm snd their sttitudes toward the pvoerty; of Their esrly
days is aifferent, It didn't seem to sffeci Motoko 80 much bo=
csuse she looked basck on it in a very liesht way while to Yonme it
was rether trsgic. I surpose the reason for this wes the Hotoko
escaped the whole thing when she wes -0 snd marricd, Afiler seeing
her and the children I csn well believe Eiji's story that he had
very limited contacte with the Japsnese before the war. She Bube
stantiated & lot of this during the courge of the sfternoon. “he
talked for stout 3 or 4 hours omx her bsckground sltho she had
difficulty in remembering it because "1t was s0 long &ago”.

Motoko's 2 pirls sre reslly cute. Jhey won't heve any diffi-
cvlty at 211 in amsking ad justwments. Wotoko ssid that they haven't
mentioned poing back to the white house with the green roof in
\rroyo® Grande in the last ¢ months. Fthe Firat ds)y the girls were
out here they went into the school grounds across the atreel snd
immedistely made friends with th: children there. “hen they came
hore Barveara, 11, ®sid that they had beaten up & verman girl with
the other children, Motoko seked why Lhey did this snd Earvera
sald she aidn't know ovut sll the other kids picked on the girls

beenvee Germens were bed, Motoko got very sngry sbout this and




eaid she didmikxkmawxkugxmxk told her daughters that 211 of these

¢children were americans Just like her and if she didn't watch out
ehe would get the same treatment. Motoko felt that Barbsrs ha:
now learned her lesson, ©he ie very concerned that her 2 children
d0 not get an inferiority compler becavse of rscial coneciousness,
She thoupht thet the esmp life had many influenccs on the
¢hildren tut she didn't know how lssting it would be. Disnre, 6,
8t111 cell all of the hoveee out here "basrracks", Motoko took the
children downtown to po shopping st Marehsll Pielde for shoes.,
#hen they pot inside Ka;, 7, erclaimed in = very lovd volce, "Mems,
what a vig canteen they have here/" The second night here Motoko
end BijJi decidod to take the children to the movice, Xay and
Déénne ilmmedictely ran into the vedroom =nd started fighting for
the blenket, Motoko esked them why the; wesnted the blanket and
Débnne said, "Don't we hoeve to teke blenkets to go sit on the
grouna?" sotoko sald that her two younecest children had foraotteﬁ
whet & reel movie theatre wee like, However, she felt that they
would soon become adjusted to life out here snd they would forget
g 1ot of thefr comp experiences., Ksy and Dianne have bever teen
to a public echool where Caucesisn childzen attendiad so that this
will be thelir first esperience. ©School starts next week., Motoko
hae only been out here 2 or ? months 8o that she still has many of
the ridiculous fears that the majority of resettlers have during
thelr initial ddjhﬁtjent period. 8She has the ides that 1t will ve

80 cola oui here this winter thst they will practically freeze to

‘Alef.“\th.. L
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S8ept. 6, 1944....1 spoke with Motoko all afternoon and she hsad

gom. ver)y interesting comments to mske on the effecte of the se~
gregalion program within the cemp. Motoko definitel; feels that
ghe 1s & part of this country but she is also sympatheticslly in-
clined towsrds the lssel. ©She feels that her father wes most
unjustly treeted in veing interned but she was zplesssntly sur-
prised when he d4id not become embittered Ly this esperience upon

his release to his family., ©~he ssid thset her fether got even wore

broad=minded than vefore andi the intermment experience definitel;

influenced him to think of his family. Her fsther would prefer to
be united with hie femily rather then ve in an internment €femp be-
¢cause he does not feel that strongly for Japan. She sald that his
slbtachment was mostl), sentimental and that he wovld never be wille~
ing to do anythine directly for Japsn, Her father felt that he
wag treated quite well in the internment csmp and he was grestly
surprised that he was not mistreated,

Motoko then went on to tell about the influence of the shorti=-
wave broscesst within the center. ©She felt that this definitely
influonced most of the Issel not to resetile becsuse they had
heard rumors that Janan wes plsnning to give $1000 per family mem=-
ber if they repatristed to Jepsn, BShe said that thie sctually was
the reason why many families decided to go to Tule Lake. ©She told
of one cese where the fsther was 70 jears 0ld and he had been a
farun worker sll his life in this country so that he hsd nothing to
return to Japsn for., All of hie 7 children were under 17 years of
sge and they hsd no cholice in the motter. In another case which
Motoko mentioned, e family in her bleck decided to repatriate be-~

cause 8 Eivel sone had volunteered into the Army before ramrl




Harvor but they were dismissed in January, 1942, Jhis embittered
therm 80 much that they didn't went to remain in this country any
further. The psrents had elways wanted to go back to Japsn to die
g0 that the sons turned over the farm property to another 18 jyear
0ld sister who elected to remsin in the U.5., The Kibei sons had
bouvght this property to stsrt fsrming but the evacuation prevented
them from getting under way.

I had veen invited to dinner and Motoko prepared an enormous
meal, Her young dsughters embarrassed her because they said st
the table, "Mama, we llke to bhave compeny becsuse we never get to

L)

eat suvch big mesls when we are slone.," HMotoko is a very pood cooOk
and ehe sald that she got out of prnetice by staying two jesrs in
the camp. Her children started school tode2y and each of them have
gelreandy found some Cmucagisn playmstes wirich they brought home to
introduce to Motoko., The teacher sasked Barbsra is her psrenta
could sﬁe_n seglish and she told her that bLoth her wother and

father had been vorn in Californis, This surprised the teacher

very much and she asked Barbrra some jquestions avout the evacua=

tion vut the girls knew very l1ittle sbout it =s she ie only 11

years old,

After dinner 4 took the girls out to the store to buy ice
cresm and ¢sndy and they insisted that I play cerds with them for
about an hour. They were 80 tired uy their first day's activities
al school that they obediently went to ved 2t ¢ o'clock., BEiji,
Motoxo
Megzxx snd I playeé rummy for s couple of hours and as = guest I
graciously let them win on the last hand. £1iji and Motoko are
great bridge fans but I dou't kncw how to play that game,

Motoko wouvld like to return to Californis very much and she




kept asking when it would ve Oopened up. ~he said that her brother=-
in=law had & ferm in the Santa #Marias Valley and she could go bsck
to that, - She can't meke uwu her mind to send for her refrigerator
0r not. A4ll of her furniture is still in Cslifornis. 21 j1 still
keeps nhie bank account in his home town btut he is less certain
about wenting to go beck to “slifornis vecause of egonomic Ieasons,
He doeen't think it will be too essy to pet started once more but
Hotoko mentioned that anyone could set s Job there now becauvge of
the grest menpower shortage, &1 Ji feels that 1f he sticks to his
present Jjob, it hae post-wsr possivilities. He said that the

toss recentl; wae discharged rrom the Army so that hies work is
much lighter, The boss is Jewish and 21J1 says thst he chsrges

Outregeous prices for rsdio repsirs., HKe do.sn't wonder why many

ceople are resentful of the Jewish people for their flnencisl

discrepanci ., He said thst the boss would only let him repsir
the radio until it worked sné he would not let him put a thorovgh
JOb on it as he likes. He ssid that wany of the customers were
Over-chargea sbout 4007 for repsir work snd this gave him a
guilt, conscience becsuse he hss always been uvsed to giving cuse-
tomere their money's worth. However, he said that he could not
protest since he wee on stroight sslsxy snd he had to 4o what the

boee instructed.....

Sept, 7, 1944....1 went over to interview Motoko all day today

end I had dinner with them again., E1ji fized my radio snd he
only charged me 22 for it, He said that the radio ahop was g0

busy these days that they charged & minluwum of $7.560 for any kind




of service and the customer did not protist.

My interview wes delayed this sfternoon because HMrs. Ckewa

Nete
was visiting dotokO.... Phe is a distant relstive of-&a-uhifé on

her fsther's side, Mre, Okswa said she lc¢ft csmp in March, 1942
to teke s domestic job st Columbus becsvse she couldn't stand the
comp lifes *he hags no relatives in rYoston where ghe wss evacu=-
eteds Since coming to “ricago she got marriecd ahd st the preaént
time she 18 doing & clericel job for some groccry company. She
mentioned thst one Issei friend ehe Kknew in camp had 8 children
under 18 yeers o0ld and he was worried that thw war wase going to
end, This map didn't know what he covld do if he hsd to leave
cemp 28 he didn't think that he could suprort hie lorge family.
Both Mres. Okawa and dotoko mentioned that there were many fami=-
lies in cawp like this snd some of them had gone to Tule Lake
Lecause they f=1t more secure there,

I interviewed Motoko for 4 or 6 hours and managed to finiash
up her life story., +here sre some psrts of the outline which I
pessed over lightly since these things held little 1ntereasi to
her. Lhe only time which she ppoke freely was in mentioning her
& ehlldren., #®he certsinly has devoted her life to her offsprings
and they are receivineg very rood trsining. The relationship is
very good between tie mothcer snd the children s0 that these iids
sre hoving & good wexscuaiit; development. Lhe oldest child,
Beruvara, 11, secms to ve a little quiecter tran the other two, I
h=d to stay after diuner to play csrds with the children., 1 &l-
most disrupted Motoko's discipline because Kay and Disnne had &
pig fight a8 t0 who should =it next to mek at the dinner tatle.

The threc gizrle sre getting slong very well in school snd they




brought their Cgucssisn pgirl friends home while I was there.

Motoko feels that it would be s ver) good opportunity for her to
pet estetlished in the neighborhood when she go:st o meet some

of the perente of her children's friends., IHotoko's bigpgest worrj
is thet her husband may get drefted yet and then she will be forced
to go bsck to cemp to live vecsuse she doesn't think tiat she can
possivly make ends meet on the {120 government sllotment which she
will get. OShe ssid that her huvsiand makes srovnd #2860 = month and

they have been spending every bit of it in order to get the house-

hold started. <hey still have a lot of furnituvre to rurchese....
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Motoko's own life story follows:

"The history of my ancestors begins in this country as far as

o

am concerned., In fact, I know very little about even my parents'

Japan in order to wake a better living,
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never had the time or the energy to look for & Letter house ana we
got pretly cpowied as the girls begsn to come dlonge In his busi-
ress, dsd did juite well until the depression startedx in spite of
all the klde he hac L0 rgise. It was pretty tough poing for him
after the depreasion started snd that is the reason why he moved

tiie family. HEe could barely meske ends meet. 1 dion't have to go

through thie part with the family as 1 was awsy from home just &8s

A& nr 2~ = oz 3 [ -
deprecslon slarted 1t D1L Ly L01KE.

"

L6006 CouUld nave sLvea 20uc Mmoney

¥ tut he spent it too
freel) My wolkcr was slwa)se trying to Lold on to the purse
bhe really hed Lo scrape 80 that Lhe lsrge family could
1rly confortuble. he was juite slrict with ue children while

&8 more fun. 1 0f 6 thilnes whichk m

nother slways in-
upon us lesruning was never to take snjthiug that didn't
N matler how poor. We wele elws)s teught to bLe
eX peOple and ve conislderste of them,
lot of Japenese custous in our home
nclber toc of it now. ! & little harder
the family snd tlere weren't too
i reumenver, we had Japanese food
Sunday® when we would Beive dumerican style as &
ted Jaupsnese-school when I wse atout &ix Years o0ld
weul £ vout 1& jyears., -1 learned the language fairly well
g0 trat wae sble to use it with Lke o0ld folks, btut I forgot a lot
of 1t after I got older, 1 didn't perticulsrly like to £0 to the
Jepanese lsupuage 8chool btut there weire no olher c¢kildicn sround
if you sbtayea out since 81l famllies insicied on s£ll the children

gttending.




"I dgon't think thet I studied it kexd enough, HNow 1 wigh that

'

I oid becsuge 1 have @ hard time corres onding with my folks, The
tecchers in our lengusge school were mostly Svddhist priests from
Jepan and they were very strict with us childien., It was much
gtrilcter than in the putlic sclhoole, There were only Twe teachera
in our lsngusge echool slnce there weren't (o0 many “isel goineg at
thaot Limee ©SoOwe 0f the things they Latghl sLOUL vepoll NEVEr Lode
much o0i an lmpre8sion on me Hiuce 1L wa i rorelgn COLLLIj .

My folks were Loth Buddhist snd they; went to all of the c¢hurch

gervices as that was tihing vo ) Surndey e 411 of us kids
manners there and
vngs lmpreesed . a8 | have reepect for the
iy moither aiwaj8 10ld me ths i1 28 tp to me TO
Lhe ROOd eXxaumple for tne othex

£

'There weren't LOO many Japunesc Livioe 1n oanva ~alrbrl8.

'he Japanese section iy town was composed of only oue ulocks There
WeLg barbel 500p8B, & COUuple OL woaAIding hovses, Japanese school,
Japanese siwores and churches in 1i® block. I think there were
auout 00 Japanese liviag i w8 w arbara at the peak.

the Japanes ¢re farwers or d4oing domeaslic 0r gardening

ff.t_"_. worLeG for the rici .laUI-.u.J.:lil femilles alud ver)

got into their own vusinegscs.

1160 8 J apélicoci o ST TR b Gh WO W aa viig 'LI-J-‘AHJ..‘I. Huisuel 01 g.‘a.ll"

@86 uviuls, lohers was 8 decided split vtelwesn bthe Ludanlist ana

Christian YEpallosc. 7

"Phe Buddhists were more s.iiclly Japanese and they fellowed

all oi th ap e restivuls like the Jmperoxr's bilrthday, vom

04d0ri, «ibe ana girl's daj and the MNewleslr celeubintion, It was an




sccepted vart of our life and it added color to the vsual monotony

of tne Japanese com.unity.

Japanese culture toc much &in mozre
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gterted to po to high schooll didn't like the ldea Of tsking my
little sleter slong with me every plsce I went. Iy mother forced
me to0 lcok sfter them. Ky other pirl friends revelled agsinast
that too &c that they praduslly escaped this duty. 4another Lhing
that + remember hwmvine srgumente with m) mother aloul wag wearing
ake=un, 4 wapn't sllowed to vee moke=vo vntil I got ovt of high
the other Higel oirle dis it. &y psrents thought
-~vp like thet. leter on they didn't

gisters sterted uvsine ma vr when

in kigh schoel o2nd I remained more in the
sckpround. 1 wes very consclious of s aifference ir rmce as 1

- K

the Jangneee were looked down upon., &y worst ordeal
¢t up in front of a clusercom t0 recite. 1 dresded that 80
that 4 peed to btresk ovt in 2 coléd sweat when I thoveht the

11 on ne I 8%i11 heve this iniititlon a8 1 could

in front of & dinner esrxonp now if there were OVer

t.<:4 don't know how my three davebters got 80

have any of hese inhivitions as far as 1
them that wsy becstse L aion't want
i think thsat tne msin resgon was Lhatl
‘-\G
my ¢kildren gre o with Ameriesn children and the; ainﬁtqu any
fiigsel childr~ n unti they went to camp [t maker a difference who
YOoU growv
\\"'E‘hf_ mein o Yy wne that the Isgel parcntas made ve 20
. iepengent upon Lhem thet we wera backwara, e 4ién'ty get out of
homeg enouteh Lo mix ith other peonle, Cur perente never taitght

much 20 we aidn't know what 10 do when




we got into a stranee group., “e were rsised LC hang on to our
mwother's apion striugse. l1'm cervainly seeing L0 i¢ now that my

s

¢hildreu d0 not develop Lthal way &and wanlt them t0 hagve indivi-

duality and initigtive in doing things on thelr uwu;:>>

3

ther .lesel gizrls 4 went srouna with felt race couscious
hat's why we stuck sround in cur own
wunich,. #»6 weie afrald of Lue hakujin studenis bLecause liere was
a sense of infeilority within ve whicB made ue hesitant. (hat's
why nNoUe of the Risel wnet ocut for Lie ' ger scihocl sctivities
&I0 We gi0uped vogelacr C Lisve OLIr own iada 1 suppoce 1 Telt
I was 80 sulerior Lo Loncl Lecaude wy Lai owned & Lurber shop
&lLiu We L1iVed iln wlic UD&C A L,: A v 3 &1 N i £ vwELCaEBL I L..i.\.13
peell o0 COme LIGHm muchn ll.IL\.U.L ANE wil g renle were vetbter
Cidioe 4 U ea ) B6T 1N .!Libu G O t 15 na i
often wished What our fawmlly was ricie
'L Bx BisdlUaled LiCHh uLiphn sCrocd i walLLeud LO g0 OnD
L0 & sewing aud aeslguivg scnool wub Lnev gobt this chance aBs
times weie zetling pretty bard for my fawil | never aid et
thig Oppoxztunity. iR order Vo hnelp out bhe Tsmily <« gOL & GO=
mestic Jou & maid in & wealthy bhom: | only made $30 & wonth
@y wmotner wost of Lk 3 that the 1es8t of
the kids could continue Lo &0 O Sunvui.{". iife lnsurance
u.L.LL.) J..:L»L Ly Lallier hea &aL&rlod
KRS Cp L';'. Ll‘u l""“v““"“*."’ S ¢no 1b
policy snd | ives me s : full vsck on.’
"The depression

anuffed O 8¢ wlhrougl ¢d VO Bebkg wO O nome

frow my aowesivic jou wecause 1 fell 80 soriry for Lhe kilas,




times the femily didn't even pet enough LO eal., 1 FUESS that's
why all of us are £c skinny now, I didn't nctice i¥ very much ve-
caus8e my employers cidn't fcel the depiessicn at all as thej
secied LO0 live in snother world where poverty was somethive fore

glen. 7

I : :

| "I don't resent uy experiences in domecetic WOrk

oo Y
teueht me 2 prest many things. Pfor the first timse,
to set an =mericsn style table spd L0 ¢o00x american 1oo0a.
learne@ how 10 ¢lean house properly ana Other household thines
that which came in very hsandpx after 1 started a home of my oOwn.
i think thet this experience helped my personslily dev.lopment

also as I became legs timid and leas self-tonscious sround Lauca=

gisn peovle., #When my employer went to the hospital I had toO help

7

s o ey s ’ : e,
his wife ana baby guite a wit s0 that 3he wes very fond of us. I

scted as her cheunifeur. ©he was a milliovaire ledy and she hsd
gesds of money. She entertained juite a viv 80 that I learned how
to saerve lsrge groups of people.

"4 heave the forndest memories of m3<£il;b employer. ~ne was
exceptionglly =00d L0 me ana she dién't try to make me feel llke a
servant or an inferior weing, She vought me s 101 0f dresscs as 1
didn't have sany money to ouy them myseif. That domeatic job raised

my standasrd of livine coneiderably ana I e0L & pO0d tasle of how

the more weslihy neodple livLu._]

"Biji and I met turousbh some fomily frienas swout this lime.

gtarted to go sround together Ior a wihile and my mother spproved

nim becsuze he was B0 courteous in his manners. »fter a while

he wapnted e to marry hiu. 1Y years 0ld at the time

LS 1 §
and I daidn ¢ care 0 getl marriea, DUL m) motneX cUCOUXEESU 1,




Biji's parents wauted to sctile it up so I didn't objJect at all

wnhen his folks went shesd sud msde all of the formal srrancements

aecording to the cuetows wilich they Lau.[ﬁi liked 8ijJi quite & bit

snd we had picked esch olher out 80 that we weren't forced to

wadsy aRaluat ow ML;L.‘(i Jus i tonought Lbhal 1 was LOO young to
g€l married at that Liu'.;_.7

"Wy husbsnd and 1 were married ino J : “g had a beishskunin

i

end everyihing. the pareuls mads s8ll and I

axdly xuew what was golng Cn.
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socially swe g0 Lo Lheir homes for card pasriles. 1 had never plajyed




carde in my life before as uwy folke were so terrivly speinst card
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farming area were scnt, I thought that 1T would be mood for my

daughter L0 learn Japvanesc¢ 80 she couvld talk with her grawdparents
when she went to visit them. barbars daildu't like Jarsnese school
and she couldn't grasp the langusge at all ss we didn't use it
very, wmuch al bome. &y husbsud

aome aug I fo il was Lo0 much

4y cbllarcu picked up the Jsponese

Callif.
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rementered now 1 had re=

think that it waes that important. 1 alsoc

belled spainst some of these thinge myself e 1 fovnd that 1

dién't use them toc much., +hat's it wes 80 hard

other Nisel
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Beck home we never went to dhurch at sll. I had been broueht uvp
88 & Budunlat when I lived with wy family wvut there wsen't a bud-
Ghiat churco lo axioyo Lrsnce. 1 didn't hasve time for church after

my Qaughiers were voru, In our esrly lives of our marriea life

ue ol our Vagucesisn friends want to church go we didn't get into
e never aid huve any Nisel friendas as they were

0r else they were 4esel. w4y huswehd never did po

sny Japanese sl sll 80 1 E in REE t of new world

Lo BIL0y0 Yrplie. perstnality chat
didn't feel inferior an; wore. {L wed a small town aud everjbody

.

' - o ! .o " 1 P - . 4 T - | g as
fnid G VeIyoneg B WUSLOCES. g ALEBW everjone 1 wow &l 16y Wel e

our friends 80 we weren't snubbed. It was an lae place
liked iiving there very much,.

st began 10 vote in 1988 but politice never inte.ested
me very mucih sxcepl for the National edcclion. {(MOLOLO Las w ted
bhie sepuvlican tickel in every state snd piesiaeutlial ¢lection

sinee 1934, +~he has pot registersd for the 1944 electiona dus 10

*

i.sidence qualifications,) Later on we joined the “an Luis Juispo

*

o

of thie JAUL, ¢ were one of the d¢hartelr members becetse &
l.- via gl *‘i.@)t.,i ....'.\,.."Lu wlialb 10 a-“_.:'b:l'. vig -_L'\A-‘v'l‘--.u.-bJ‘-L w0 ClI E-'unize
the Nisel & little vit about thelr vovtiung respousivili-
53 A L voTr il " i Ll J i S 1 vt = '-!t

iidn'l do wvery much in the KRACL Cnap lel 630€]
L was when 4 Legal imsel Soe HEW HW1BGL &0
attending these earl) meetling: Fut gredvelly

the Nisel Lepsn losing intereal in the JALL ana iane membersnlp

dwindled. & out completely ufter my chilaren came along

8 <+ Gidlu 1§ viig g didn'l gei active srgulp uniili Juslt bew

fore tLie
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had much to do with Hegroes. A couple of them went to achool

with we end I never felt sny di fferent toward thewm alino later on
for a while I did feel that I was superior to the Neggores because

I thought they were dirty on sccount of their skin color. However,
I dgon't feel that way toward them snymore altho I don't have much
contsct with them out here.

"After I moved to arroyo Grande I felt thet i was in ‘merica
for the firasl time in my life as vll the people there took me 1in,
That was when 1 knew thst I was for americe 100 per cent and 1
knew definitely that this was the only country for me., That is
alsc the resson why 1 do not object to my husbandi'e being drafted
a8 it is his duty to serve his country even though it may become
hard for me to tske care of my children. 1 know that 4 would be
lonely without him arovnd and I would have a lot more worries in
my mind.

"I've heard s 10t of Nisei sa) since eveocustion that they

have alwa)e hated Japan wvut 1 don't think that this is trve at all.,

1 know thst I hsve always wented to go to Japan to vieit and to
sge where my folks lived, wvt I knew that I wouid never go therxe
after my children started %o come along. My chiléren are thira
zeneration and they are so Amer icanized that they would mot fit in
any other type of 1ife except in this country. I hope thet the
cemy life has not influenced them badly in some hidden way. 1
don't think 3¢ as 1 waa very coreful to tesch them the right things
and wy cnildren were too youne to be influenced too much by the
gtrong pro-Jdapan elements in cemp.

"I Enever tuought that 1 would ever be livine in a barreck,
Just before the war 1 wae plannine to reell; furnish our house well

and we had every intention of staying there permsnently. We had




& good standara of 1iv1ng and we were falrly cowfd&able. Ky hue=
pand's bueinese had picked up tremenocuv@ly since 1929 snd we were
planning to build another room to the house 80 that it would tske
care of our growing children., We only lessed the house a8 x%& Eiji
felt that it waee Just &8 cheap to rent s8 to build a house.

"Wy crkildren were growing uvp to the point where I could take
Over the grocery store by mysell as my huskand was 80 busy with
the radio service that he didn't have time for other things, We
had no idea that we would ever move out of that town. sy hustand
aa some interest in o couple of ranches nearby 80 that our whole
life was centered in that area. We wese the only Nisei family
living in Arroy0 bUrande and the only ones to have a business there,

the other Japanese were in farm work snd they did their
trading mostly in Guadalupe. We had hardly any socisl of cvusineas
contacte with the Nisei outside of our rclatives. The only Nisel
social events thet we attendet was the Hew Year's dance. 0Uur
grocery store traded mostly with the rortupgese,s Mexlican and other
Cauvcasians. (here were one or two Japsnese whoever came to our
store to vuy Rroceries.

"We were going anlong so smoothly that we never dreamed a war
was comiug along, not with Japsn anywa)y. 1 had hesrd vague ruuors
of conflicts vetween the United States snd Japan snd the newspapers
were saying thet the two countries were not =preeing on trade probv-
lews, In epite of that 1 could not see how this would ever lesd to
enything 1esl sericuve like o war, My folks sort of sensed scme~-
toing coming on, vut I never tock sny Of their couments very ser-
iously. iy father had been active in Japancse orranizations in

Sante Barbarae, but in Cuadslupe he never joined s single clut,




"After the war siarted the FPBI Juet picked up the Issel in
wholesale lots in Guadalupe and vicinity. The reason for that was
that everyone was donsting to the Heimu shsksi, but I don't kiow
shat it was. They &sld lat r that this orpanization was to collect
wenefits for the Japanese soldiers in China. It was compulsory to
contrivute o it, Many Niseli donated to it, The Guadaiupe <rod-
uce wowpany, @8k used to take c¢ontriovuiion out of the pay checks of
the employees and the money automaticsllj went to the heimu-ghakat,
I don't think very many lIssei really knew what it was all awout,
They were alwa)ys donating to the Communily vhest and other thines
like that.

"It ie trve that my ded was definitely pro-Japan in his sen-
timents and we used L0 have real family sarguments about that., Ky
father velieved eveijything that was printed in the Japanese sect~
ion of the newppaper and we only belleved whal the americasn papers
gaid., Dad tried to tell uve that the American papers vere all

wrong and we oujected to thst, I wasn't home uut my sisters had a

number of vig argumentsa with dad., My father was gsympathetic to

Japsn because ke was born there., He aleo had a feeling for Americs

o

for he lived here for 46 years but he couldn't get citizena.ip
parerse 4 think my fether really wanted to be a citizen in this
covntzy on account of his country belongine to aAmerica, uub this
right wae slways Genied to him by law. &) falner wasn't 8o vio-
lenely pro-Japen se meny of the other Isseil in the valley. 1 Xnow
that there were even Nisei who werc more for Japanese victery in

tiie war than ny father.

"dy fether was couvinced that Jepasn was teking the right

course in hrer sime of becowine the wost powerful country in the

orient becsuse sne had uveen £icked around juat like the lssei over




here and denied sn opporturity to hold her hesd up honorgbly. He

felt that Japan had to fieht for this risht Lecsuse there was no
other choice. He velieved that the hakujin nations were trying to
Japan

gnother down ZXexBirRerxssiiemsxdaxm vecruse they were afraid of
her. 1 didn't know whet was going on but 1 did feel that the Uni-
ted otateé and I neturslly took the viewpoint of this country. At
fir=t L would argve with my father but I stop.ed doineg this because
1 knew that e wouldn't ever uve convinced. E didn't mant m) fre~-
juent vigite to be arguments. My sisters nre the ones who rerlly
eegad him on,

"I wae quite happy and without any preat worries befc
"9I.!:gverjsriﬁw was just egoing along perfectly and we had
fairly brignt future. ¥y husuvand was getting to the point in his

business relationahips where he didn't have to worry sabovt sauffl-

cient money coming in sny wore. My children were praduslly grow=-
ine ve ana one of them was elready enrolied in publie schools. 1
wanted all three of my dsuphters to go to collepe if they acaired
it. ¢ Picured that we would have enouch insurance to take csre

of their future. It was 811 s swell dream which was s¢ rudely
gshattered Lo pleces on lecember 7, 1941, esltho I didn't realize at
that time that our perecnel lives would be affected as much a8 it
e S
Q
"Phat mornine of lecember 7th was a Sunday. 1 waa along at
home a8 my husvand went down to Monrovia with his father in order
to visit nis brother at the sanatarium, 1 had nothing epecial to
do that mornine @o I started to wash my hailr, 1 turned the rad io
on 80 that L would ce entertained. It was avout 1:00 o'clock when
51l of a sudden the radio ovegsn to pop out with announcements of

the bombine of Pesrl Harbor. I wondered to myself what kind of a




fantestic prograwm was on the radio. It never dawned on me that
the news was really true st that moment s0 1 went over to visit my

sister at home. 1 told my slster that 1 had heard s very funn)

pley on the radio but it made me feel uneasy too, I hed the jueer-

eat sensstion and I felt s it were = i dresm. Just then the

landlady came in s I ssked her If the tombine of <tearl Larvor wes

really true. ©She esld that her voy wae in the U,85. Navy and he bhad

4

been called right rls station as soon a8 lhe war news came

"I wae Quite Jittery vy the timc w; husitand cawme home. i€
gecued prelty cselm avout it and he mentioned that everyone
prett) excited in lLos Angelea, 1 got more worried than cver
I hearda that., Hieht then 1{ dawne po ¢ that Japen had renl
gttacked., 1 felt that our own futu: vas not 80 secure if tk
vaed againet vapan, ¥ landlad i8¢ e whe el happenca 10
the Germsus in the first World War. I wonaered how the people
would Lave & chauce to resist. 1 dldn't kuow whet thelr reasctions
werke al i end 1 felt that we mieht lost all of our Cauca=-
gian tre 8till didn't =mant to velieve the W,

"I puess 1 worrled mostly about what would happen LO u2 in
the futvres. I never dresmed that my ¢ G be Interned.

s worlk would termipnated I was be=

didn't kiow that my father
comineg a 1ittle more aware of the gonersl feceling aguinst us, fter
tihat I had sn awful let-cown feeling. I used to watch the soldiers
going souik from Cemp San Luis and I also saw Nisel boys marching
with them. I wondercd what would happen to thesc Nisel soldiers in
Lihe Azuye I found out later that these Nisel soldicers went right

along with the rest of the Caucasian btoys 8o I felt better about




it., I wae under the impression that the Nisel eoldiers could be
trusted and that they would mske a good showing., With this in my
mind I felt much ovetter and I didn't worry so much in the days that
followed.

"4n town we didn't heve any trouble at £ll., ZEverything went

1ight vack to routine after a few days and none of the regular

townspeople talked apainst us, We lost ver; few of our customers
gt the grocery store end my hustand's redio service actually in-
creased. Sowever, the hakujin people in town were very sore about
tiie 8tab in the back which this country had received. & foltl ex-
actly the sawme way as they did and 1 was ashamed bLectuass Japan had
LO we BO BNEAKY .

"My childden were too young to be aware of the war but they
never had any troutle &t s8chool vecauvse the olher children didn't
nick ou them for veing Japanese. 1 used to let my two joungest
daughters ovt to play with the other children in the school jard
end they rever had suny diffi 1ty I di¢ pull my oléeet dsughter

ut of Jepsnese school and bBarvars waes £0 plad because she would

heve more time L0 play with the other chilaren. All of our friends

treated us just the same as tefore. They didn't teke us as Japan-
¢Be aliens at sll ae they reslized that we lived and thoupht like
Aney icsns and that we had veen born in Cslifornia. They really
didn't consicer us as Japsnese at all., I heard that many Nisel
were vliamed for the war btut we didn't have this experience.

"Right sfter the wer started a nunver of the more prominent
Issei hsed veen picked uwp uLy the ¥E1. Therc wes one 488ci in San
Luis Qbispo who hed donsted money to the Jepenese Havy and he went
around bregging thet he was an honorary memuver of the Japanese Navy.

Naturally he was awong the first to ve interned., The FEI interned




many Issel from the southern Cglifornia area. I never dresmed that
my own father wovld ve taken as he had done nothing except contri-
bute money to pany organizations, including the Japanese ones., We
didn't know what the ¥ssei were being interned for at that time 20
there was a great desl of confusion. My father felt gll

he would we interned as he bhat all Lissei wonld pe

goon ags the government £ a 2 for them.

"y Sa=i
aowever, thingze

R7 - - " \ & 1a o
Feoruar)y 80O tha

er wasn'L 80 fearful as before 1 februery 16 1 received

tic phone call from my younger sister to

and I U was sll a big mistake l gatheraed all
ditlldren ilumedlstely snd I drove 10 ay pare home in Guadalupe
imunedintely. Everytody was 30 nervous and upset when I pot there,
iy mother didn't
under a great strg he was occupyiong herself by packine up
gsome of m] id's clothing® 50 he would not get cold 11 of the
Japanese families in Cuadslupe were £ \irough & similar ex=-
perience as the FEI loaded up truci~loasas of lssel from that vi-
ginity.
"1 érove down to where the trucke were perked inmedictely and
MePe if I could epesk to my father e ¥, 7s Was
rether sympathetic and he said that he didn't miné asltho ver) few

people woere gliven that permission, My fother wes very upset when
~ ! o

I eaw kim and he couldn't fipure the resson why ke wese being ine-

terned., ZEumors had spresd around that they were polng to be locked

were going to be taken,

u -

up io a Jjell but notody xnew where the

It was suck & pitiful sight that my emotions begen Lo overceo e me




and I couldn't stand the sad scene any Jonger., I told my father
that Biji and I would look after the family 80 he didn't have to
worry sbout that, I went right back home and we were 80 worried
that our Japsnese books wovld be evidence agsinst dad that we got
them all together snd burned them in the stove that very night,
sfter that I gathered my children vp once more end left for home.
#e burned some very valusble books up snd they were mostly reli-
eious onea wut weren't taking any chancee, We even curned up my
vrother's kendo outfit end other things like that. &y ch
thoueht all of thie was exciting and they we having a lot of fun
rlaying around ae they didm't know what it was all atout,
"] was 30 pneivous ané upset when I finslly went home, #hen I
goodbyes in the afternoon to my dsd, sonething within
told me that I would pever see him alive again, I had sn awful
feeling that time and I couldn't get rid of this depressed feeling
for a week A . turned out I didn't zet to see my father sgain
for & years \fter thaet 1 vecsme more uvnscttled and nervous =bout
what wee hapvening as i ad hit howme t0 me 80 closely., It was
juite & shock when I realized that my fsther was considered an

gnemy to this country.

“"another resson wh, I btecame morc¢ frishtened was becsuss of

all the rumors which were going sround atout the Filipinos going
on drunken xiote, There ﬁ 8 a basis to this because just vefore
sister came to look sfter my kiis as we were
80 busy = e store, Yone(CHE=26) then phoned from Guadalupe and
t0ld we not to brine my little sister vack at nieht because the
Filipinos were scting up in that town and it was danperous for any
Hianonjin to wve out in the street, « fire khad vroken out in the

Filipino dance hell and they tried to pim it om the Japanese, The




Filipinoe in that town were in an uvely mood. There were many Trumors

of thie sort poing up and down the vslley and all of us were pretiy

scared because we dian't know how much of it was tome. I heard from

relisble sources that a number of Japsnese families in Ssnta Maria

snd Gusdalupe hsd been threstened and some Filiphnos were collect=

ine from Japanese families to be left alone. There was one Tamily
the Pilipinoa. I believed all this be

gveryone sald it was teme., In Arroyo Grande we didn't hsve
trouble liké that and 1 sti : worried avout the safety of my
children . It was rumored that the Tiliojnoe were organizing to
rass riot sraivet any Japanese
vout ewacuvation
te 111 of our Cauca=
ingluded as we
friends in-
involved but that only
Issel were escing to
would 8l1s0 have t0 0 as there worvl: be no
paople were
ornia if all of
never b anything like tha
Lown,
a3 interned, we were drawn cloger to the famlly

=

.5 we had to stock together, We beman to hold & lot of Tamily dis-
cussions sbouvt what should be done with the btueiness. e even
telked about moving to themfree zone together. Yone and Mike were

marricd just veforc cvecuation snd Mike wanted to voluntarily eva-

cbete, He found a rouse in fresno sud he ssld that we would not

bave to move sgelin after we 2ol there. Ky hustend waz not 80 sure




and he decided that 1t would uve better for us to stick right where
we were and go with the rest of the people LIf we really Lad to eva~
cuate, #e didn't want to get all split up from our femilies and
friends,

"when I {irst Leard that the Nisel bhad L0 bLe evaecuvated too, I
wasd shockeda and 1 didn't know what to think even thouphxxi had bLeen
gor. of expecting i1t ex when the rumors started. 1 was terribly
hurs and 1 didn't want to go., Then the JACL held s meeting and
Lhe leaders Lold us tial the evacuation w:-s for our benefit so that
we s8houlda cooperate. They eaid tnat 1f we remsined in valifornia
bhere would we riots spainat us and it would ve for our own f£f0O04d
L0 go to caup where we would be protected. <Lhey said that all
Japenese trade would ve boycotted andéd many Japsnese families would
sterve, They pointed out thaet meny ¢f the families world not be
eble Lo teke a livine anyway beceuse the fothers had been interned.

"When it was put to uve in that way, wy husband and 1 dec ided
that we should g0 a8 l1l0)sl Americens without protesting, #hst else
could we #6y¥ I still dian't thivk thet citigens should rsve t0
g0 bvt I didn't have any gooé srpuments sgainst it. I covld un-
derstand that the Issei woulé be removed out not uves., I suppose I
tecamue & little envittered because of this confuslon.

"I felt vetter when we were tola tiiat a3 1l03sl Americans we
ghoula do it for the sske Of the war effcrt. I Lhated to leave our

home behind snd to say poodbye to sll of wy friends a3 I hea potten

gilached to Arroyo Gremde. On top of that my husbend's vudiness

wes getting 80 p00¢ that we were enjoying a larpe income. Buvt we
finally decided that we should not protest asgainst evacuation as
biie woat iwmportent Lhing was that the pood of the country should

come before our personal interest, 4 didn't feel 80 badly when I




renlized that.

"Phe JACL did a lot to neip elleviaste the suffer ings of the

Japanese community during thie period. My husband and I got active

in the JACL agaln during the sroxt time before the war started. 3

attcnded the meetines my husband bvegon tc

ti neetines too. taefore then snd we were cogxed

in when & new men @ in supust, 1941. after the

war stlarted the lot of meetings to discu=s the

prroblema of

ione of the nstionsl
evecvation and it ex-

ived very coldly by

Japanese comn 1i

on it, They sBeid that

vacuete and that

didn't know whether this wss ne O0r not becsuse

apreading arouwnd, { al e S

wanted

much as 1 could,

I collccted from
I juat said
v were flehtine for

yueht that 1 vese belng

this work. 'wen the Iesei took 1t well

ome of thelr sone were iu the service 80 thie proves that the)

wotld not have bacome g0 bitter 1f thoy had n recn migtreated and

cvactaled,
"All of the JiCL activities were dropred cxcept

to evacunation after it Lecause clear thet we all Lad




came more Of a bystander in the JACL safter it became clesr that I
would have to devoie most of my time to getting prepared. I went
o 2ll of the meetines to get the latest news, When the evscuation
waB certsin, the JALL sdviseu the people to seXl their belongings
a8 soon as possible, at firet my husvand felt that we would omly
be pone for s short time end he didn't want to sell out vecause he
knew thaet 1t wounld te hard to pet started seain., However, he got

worried when everj;one sterted to sell out in hurry '80 he decidead

to sell out rie businees interest completely. He wanted to

i

rid of the pgrocery vveiness snyway uvut he 4idn't 1ike
giving up ris radio business. He kept all of
alr tools ad he e

doubtful at first

tareer ¢ities
life iu Arronvo Grande

our roots and go into an uni

—
chanee thines for us, J

'It was juite a problem getting nl: ®* the businecs settled

we managea to meet the deadl ine, ife decided to carry on with
OUr inswance vecause we were not sure of whe 2 fntore would be
like and we wanted sonething to fall back on., At one tlme we al=
no8t aid give it vp as we were hard un for money, but we thousht

tetter of 1t. AXEx Eljl hsd to rum =ll srovnd dispoesing of his

busineas wvut there were plenty of buyere., We didn't have to give




things awey like the Japancse peorle dld

in Guadalupe and Santa

Maria., It was particulszrly hard cn those familiee
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out they didn't understand. They didn't want to leave the 'white
house' which they had known all of thelr lives.

"Wohen it came time to evscuate, we had to g0 ahead Of my
hustaend to Tulareand every day my children would ask me when daddy
was coming with the curq'to take them home. It was rard to ex-
plain these thiugs to them vecause I didn't have everything clear
in m;A.wn mind and I didn't know what to tell them. In order to
gel ready for the evacuation, I still continued to go 10 Santa
Maris in order to shop., I didn't po to San Luis Obispo as the
Caueasians there were¢ 30 much against us and many of the store
keepers were ryde. That ares reslly wanted to pget the Japsnese

out and they didn't hidde thelr feellugs., They arrested every

Japsnese iu & car even with a permit, In Sants Earpl there was

no such feeling s0 1 went there.

"I vovght mostly outdoor clothes for the children as I knew
we were gol g to & camp., Some of thesc fsmilies stocked up for
% years ino clothing vut I figured that we couvld always order
clothes after we got out of camp. I didn't want to take any of
my furniture either as I didn’t anticipate too long & stay altho
I wee not suvre. Going all throush these experiences was bownd to
bte confusivne on the mind., I have slways been for the United
States, but my feelings were terrivly hurt avout belue removed,
The loyslty part of me was notv affected, wut I felt that the
Auerican people were not velng foir in rewoving us without trial.
I fipured that they pave uve & very hard choice to make when they
gaid Lo evscuate for the ssfety for the Pacific C oset. I dldn't
bleme Japan for getting ue into a mess like thie, but I had to
azpue againal Japon when I heard that meny of the Nisel were

getiing extremecly uitter sgainst the United States. fhey didn't




know who else to blsme. I didn't have a feeling of hatred
against Japan but I just felt that we shouvld not have been ssked
to make 80 meny sgcrifices, especially when liere were 80 many
Csucssiane in Cel ifornia who distrveted us violently end dldn't
even consid er us as Americmn citizens. The) wanted ve move Le=
cause they felt that we were dangerous instead of realizineg that

we were doing it to cooperate with the governuent.

T3 B %
[fl worried $0 much about the future when I had itimes 1

didn't know if we could get started sesin in tusiness even =k if
we went bsck to Arroyo Grende after s few weeks in camp. There
weie a lot of talks about deporting all Nihonjin and I worried
plenty awout that as I could not see how we could ever live in
Japan. The older issei said that it wouldn't ve 80 vad a8 we
could e0 to one of the conjuered islands where we would ve treated
88 an ejual. I didp't think that we could ever live in a primi~
tive way like in Jepsn. I had heard that Tokyo was atoutl the only
wodern ¢ity in the whole country., 1 worried mostl) for the child-
ren e they were so used to life in this couniry and I didn't
think that it was feir to disrupt them 80 much.

"We had quite »n few family discussions avout now we shovld
evacuntek, My husvand's folks left for the white zone in early
March and they wanted us to Join them., 1 wanted tO g0 becsusc 1
felt thet we would not ve mov.d sgailn Lut we couldn't sell our
vusiness in time. We finally declided to stay with oy mother and
her femily since my father had Leen interned and we were needed
arovnd to help. At first my husvend'd vrother was rolng tO come
with ue tut he decided to stick with his own femily. We juet had
to split us because there was no other way of arrsnging things =0

we could g0 to camp together as one family unit,




"Phe day before Guasdalupe was to be evacuated, my mOther end
family pot a permit to come and live with us at arroyo Grande. e
were able to put them up as my landlsdy ssid that she would take
care Of ovr furniture after we were cone. In this way it wasn't
necessary fcr any of us to sleep on the floor as we didn't have to
rush around st the last minute to store the veds awaj. HOWever,

it was rather s hectic time during those few-days when everjuody

was living with us. We had to buy food from day to da) Lecause we

idn't want .0 have any excess thines on hand when the tlme came,

"1 remember we left Arroyo Grande on april Z2C. It wss a
Thursday and I was very excited tecause all 0of the responsivility
was suddenly thrown on me., I was almost frantic trjing to getl my
children together snd leave everything in the house in order. My
husband had broken out with the measles the dsy before s0 that he
was juarsntined in the hospital sud vnable to join vs., 1 was 80
worr ied that he wouvld pive measles to my children 80 I insisted
that he romain st the County Sospital until he was well., I didn't
want to take the chance of having my children get sick in camp be~-
catge I didn't know what facilities wss provided. <this armnge-
ment meant thet I had to go on alone with my children to Tulare
end mske out the best I could., I wae exhamsted by the time I had
gettled all of the last minute detsils and our arrival at Lhe
meeting station was a sbrt of anti-cliuax.

"je went to {ulsre by bue and I didn't have any reaction un=-
til the bus wae leaving town, Then the reaslization dawned upon
me that I was leaving perhaps for pgood. I was so depressed and
sad thet I turst into tesre. My daughters had to comfort me in-
gtead of the other way sround, I was in a depressed mood &ll the

way up Lo camp because I had such a atrange feeling, My exclite-




went® began to pick up as we approached the agsembly center. I

didn't know what to anticlipste, tut I was 80 let down and dis-

appointed when I saw the camp that I c¢ried apain. I reslly had a
low morsle, However, there wasn't snything to do vut xka to rake
the most ovt of the place 80 1 set to work. My children were

having & grand time vecause they thought it was &0 much fun,
P~
|

was glsd they were 00 young to know what it was sll about.L d#hat
got me down was the meals we had there. There didn't scewm to Le
any system to it 80 thst we were served a lot of tasteless food.
1 didn't have to0 much appetite unbwu::

"Phe first week, 211 we dld was ;; move sround. e flually
did mspage Lo pet settled. 1 had s separate apartuent for my
family as I told the housing buresu that my hustend was coming 80
that we needed a scpsrate plece of our own, My mother's Tamily
weie assigned uarters right next door, we didn't get around camp
at all duriog this first week because all of us got juarasntined.
#e all came down wilk the meas)les! It was simply awful and we
felt worse than any priscner., It was a bLed way to start camp
becasuse it made us conscious of vLeine caged up snd we covldn't do
Loo many conetructive thiugs &8 we were unable t0 gel Oul and
gather pieces of wood to Wuild the furniture. 1l wag One exper<
ience thet 1'11 never forpet,

"lt's funny how people tend to forget thinge &8 tlme pOce LY.
I can look vack on my whole lulmee experience now and be quite calm
avout 1t. I can certainly tell you that I wasn't caim when all of
this happened. Frretty soon life in csomp beceme s usvel routine and
notk ine much happened, We just had to wait in line for everyiong
snd the rest of the time we sst sround snd gossiped, 1 found that

the camp iife wasn't 80 had to take as 1 had expected becsuse




there was a certain novelty to it.
"My children had an awful time in making their sd justments,

They couldn't get uscd to the food and the washroom. Lowever, tney
socon found some playmatee and they forgotl our pust 1ife sfter a
couple of montha., Lhe) didn't long for the different 1life winich
they hed vefore sas they kept occupied rlsyine with other children.
It was the firet Utime my children had seen &0 msny Nisel children.
My two youvnper dsupghters hed a very hard time at first as moast of
the little Nisel chlildren around camp spoke J spsnese and my daugh-
ters dind't undersiznd. They were like foreien children for a
wiile but they gradu:lly began to pick up wh-t the other iisei
playmates ssid,

"It was this influence which taught my desurhters some unde=
giravle things, They learned such bad table msnners. I tried to
aeep my daughters's tavle manners closer to what is acceptatbtle in

polite society, vut most of the other Nisel children didn't have

any trainiog st all as their Issei psrents did not know of Ameri-
.

cen taoble hebtits, Many of the v apsnese famllies in cemp had never
eaten food Americsn style snd the lssei rad e difficult time tr)~
ins to use knives and forks. The children also leermed s lot of
vad words ae everyone seemed to swear and 1 had & hard tiune trying
t0 tesch my daughters not to vse these words vecsuse they didn't
kuow the difference., I was surprised when 1 heard so many Nisel
¢children searing like 1little rouginecks and the parents didn't seem
to care a8 they didn't know whaet most of these swear words mceant,
They didn't snow that it wssn't nilece to ssy, 'For “hrist sake' be-
cause tLhey were Luddhist fomilies., Lhey Jjust thought it was ano-
ther Ame: ican expression which all children uased,

"I started L0 Bpeck more Japsnese L0 wy daush ters s0 that they




-t

would lemrn & little of the language but 1 spoke more English o
them because it was o habit., I dién't know too wmuch Japanese any-
way. My hustand knew little Japenesc as he never went to lanpuage
gchool snd he didn't use it too much as all of his friends were
Caucasians back home. He didn't csre if our children lesrned
Javanese 0r not, out I thought it would be vetter 1f they learnsd
a 1ittle more since we might have to stay in camp for the dura-
tion. There were some comments made by Issel women in our area
thet § wasn't vringing up my children right becsuse tpey didn't
know how Lo addrees older women., I had not taught my children any
Japanese courtesies as I didn't think they needed it before the
war,

"l wae juite worried svout the further edvecation of my child-
ren 80 I sent them to summer school which was Openeﬁ_up in camp.
I aidn't heye o0 much confidence in that school uS/I was afrsid
thie Nisei teachers didn't know how to tesch very well because most
of them did not have any training to teach. My daughters didn't
like the summer eciool at all as the) sald it was only & make-
believe school 80 they aidn't take it seriously. One of the things
that I wae 80 afrsid of wae that my dsughters would get an iu*érior-

ity about race if they lived among Jap:nese entirely o That was

—

the thing I worried avout throughout our stay in the centuxs_ha - §

thought that my children would get the same kind of race comsclouse
nees 1 hed before moving to frroyo Grande. However, when 4 vrought
my children to Chicago Ssrbara brought some Caucasian children

home from school the first day and my other daughters made friends
at scihool 80 I didn't have to worry 8o much avout that., I don't
think th:ot my daughters reslize even yet that there are differences

in race as they plajy with all other children and they awe well




because they are 80 Amer icanlized., We've only veen out here for a
little more then a month btut my children don't talk 8o much atout
camp now ae they sre juickly getting ad justed out here thooughk
the school end the “Yhristian Church next door. I guess I worry
atout a8 lot of unnecessary things in caup,

"when I was in Tulare I didn't ﬁo:k at all, 1 did 40 a lot of
sewing and kunitting for my dsughters becsuse I wasn't &0 busy
reeping house and cooking. Most of the time I went out to gossip
with the 0ld ladies snd Issecl mothers in the barracks ss I was the
only Nisei mother in that area and all c¢f the young people were
buay doing other things, I had opposite viewpoints from the Isseil
ladies but I didn't think that it was sny use to argue with them
gubout politice as there were &80 many interesting things sbout camp
life that we could talk abvout. We didn't heve any newspapere in
Tulare and most of these +3sel women couldn't read English anyway,
LUl rumors really spresd around fast vecause of all the rossipling
that went on, The thing I noticed mostly wae that the Iesel hsd e
definite opinion that Japan would win the war in & short time and
come Lo our rescuve., They were sure that we would all te shipped
to Japan end that the United States would take all of our money
and property away. They 8sid thet even if we were allowed to
take some money, it covldn't be over §&0U., I doutt if most fa~
miliee had even that much, The o0ld folke were convinced that we
would have to remain in Tulare until the exchange boate for our
derortation were srranged, They tolked quite a bit about the war
vut 1 pever did take part in it. It was mostly the oldmen who
went around and spreaed s lot of lies so that we hardly knew what

to pbelieve,

"The majority of the lssel others were more worried avout




their Nisei children's hehsvior as they said that the camp life
would meke them g0 wild., The; were Opposed to the growing numbe:
of dsnces which were given iu camp ss they felt thit these¢ modern
waye made their Nisel children too impudent. They felt sorxy fhat
the Nisei didn't care to listen to their children so much as vefore
gend they dién't know what to do avout it. ©S ome parents were
gstricter with their dnildren vefore the war and they praclically
locked their children in their barracke, but they couldm't hold
them too long., Meny mothers were 80 worried that their Nisel
childzen were getting so fresh that they would be badly received
in Japen when we were all deported. They were anxious that the
Nisei learn more of the Japsnese ways 80 that they would be pre-
pared to go to Japan, but I think in weny ways the Nisel bLecame
more Americanized, especially in social sctivities. A lot of the
Nisei who came from the country never went to dances before they
ceme L0 camp.

"another msin topic for our gossiping was sbout the poor live-
ing conditions in camp. It was mluost expected that eviryone
complain atout it among ourselves, vut the J aspanese in Tulsare
never did make & mass protest becsuse the administration tended to
be sympathetic toward us and the people felt that the WCCA was

reslly trying to help them out., My family spent a ereat deal of

time worzying sbout dad whc wes ip an ionternmcnt camp. Throughout

our stay there, we tried and tried to get his relesse 80 that he
conld join us., We were alwaye up in the alr atout that, but we
continued to follow every supgestion and rumor as we wanted to
Leep our bhopes up. I wrote so many letiers for m) mother., Lvery
time we mede a step towards his release, 1 would have & dream that

dad was coming, Lut he didn't, &t first I mever told anybody about




these dreams a8 I thought that they migsht bte a bad sign. I btegan
to believe that drcams were opyosite in the actusl happening,
After a year snd a half in camp, we got a letier from Washington
saying that dad would be paroled in January, 1944, I didn't have
any more dreams as we figured that he would be home in two weeks.
We tegan toc get impatient when the whode month p ssed wilthout any-
thing happeuing and 1 wrote to #Washington to find out what happen~-
ed. 1 was told that they had nothing to do with dad'e release as
it was up to the internment officers, That very night I had ano-
ther dream that dad'c internment was being csncelled. I felt sure
that the opposite would heppen 80 1 told my mother that 1 was sure
dad was coming home the next sonth, My younger sister Mumi was
just getting resdy to leave camp in esrly March ses she pot tired
of weiting for ded. Buvt 4 told her that 1 knew he woulé be coming
glong in a few daye vecause Of my dream. My sister didn't believe
me 80 she left camp to resettle the ver; day dad arrived in Gila.
I've veen svperstitiouvs sbout my dreams shbowt—my Grenuws ;vc_g since

vecause there might we something inm it. It really worked out for

"We didn't have the happiness of ded rejoining us while we
were in Tulare assembly Center. Getting him home was the mein
thing on my mind at that time. T owsxrd the end of our stay at
'tlere & 1ot of the interned Issei men started to come back 80 1
had hopes of getiing dad to Join ue also., I tried so hzrd to get
his relesse vut we were disuppointed for a long time. In the

meant imex, life just went on for us and we cettled down to living

from d.y to day. I wes 80 busy with my chiléren that 1 didn't teke

part in many of the camp's zecreational sctivities., iy hustand and

1 played cards with other couples., I didn't even h:ve time LO g0




to church. I sent my davehters to the Buddhist church s& this had
teen my relipion. It wae more convenient to send them there asnd I
felt that they mieht lesrn more of the lsnguage if they went to
the Buddhist church rather than the Christian one. 4 wasn't wor-
ried sbout them getting tsken into the Japanese way a8 1 knew that

I wae s grester influence in their lives.

"My husuand hsd a difficult time adjustivne himself to camp

life snd he was very much tored with it, He had 2 hard time be-
cause he didn't spesk Jepsnesc very well and he didn't have too
many Nisel friends there. It wssn't hard for me becsuse 1 knew
moie of the languape and 1 get wany of my 0ld Santa barbaras
friends there. 1 suppose 4 had a fvller day there than my hus-
band snd I didn't find time hanging on my hand as 1 had somethine
t0 do. 1 didn't like Tvlare any more then he did but I hed toO
make the most of it for the sake of the children.

"One thing I did do was to forget avout the future, I didn't
think avout it as we were living from day to day and camp life
madie the future look rather hopeless. I began to gresduvally lose
the hope that we were ugi going to ve allowed LO gO back Lo
Arroyo Grande. There was some talk about releasing some Nisei to
g0 back to Central Californis to help in the farming barvest but
nothing ever csme of that. We were being very complacent when all
of a sudden, boom, the announcement came Out thﬁt we were going to
be sent Lo a relocation cemp in Gila, Arizona, 4Lhat really wes a
ghock L0 wme.

"I began to worry ell over sgain. We hearé that it was 80
hot in Arizona and 4 didn't thing thst my children could stand
this heats ~Feople were sasying that the temperature went up to

126 degrees and 1 dldn't know how the old folie coula take that,




We also hesrd ekspgrerated stories svout the immense size of Lhe
rattlesngkes and Gils monsters which wouvld menace us up there.
Many of the Japsnesc who had pone to Poston wrote back tO friends
in Tvlere to teil them that the water wss unfit to drink. We heard
other rumors that Tule bake wae much nicer snd we all wanted to g0
there., I didn't went to bte removed out of the state, but it wes a
new adventure for me as I had never veen out of Celifornia before.
I hed & hard time arain explaining to my daurhters that we were
not goine home 10 Arroyo Grunde for a while jetl.

"I tried 0 get my daughters to think of roineg to Gila &8 a
pleasure trip, I geld that we were going Oum a trin and my child=-
ren were excited stout this ss they had Bever Leen on one before,
By this time Arroyo brande was veginning to fsde way Xinto the
pagt from their mind, wut every once in a while my daughters won=-
dered whj daddy didn't take uvs in the car for a driving trip. W
were pretty busy pocking all of our beloneings once more 80 that
the last week at fulare was most Lusy.

"My daughters and I were put on the first car on the train
and my husbtand was made a car captain on the last car 80 that 1
didn't see him &t all during the trip to arizons. That was a

pretty awful trip and I wouldn't wsnt to .ake asnother one like it,

We Exek barely had enough space to ait down., We put sult cases

vetwecn the seats 80 the children &ould sleep o little. 1T wss
unvearavly hot snd it took two dsys to make the trip. Jrddnarily
it would takc only one day. We finally egot to tila on Septembe:
1, 1942, 1t turned out to uve the hotlest dr) of the year asnd we
were a0 uvoncofifortsble and irsitable vecsuse we had Lo wait in the
train to wait for the busses to take us inlo caump.

"When we got into Gila, we hsc 10 walk through all of that




soft dust and we were pretty miseravle. They gave us Oour apart-
ment vut we didn't gel a good @ssignment as we were loceted the
furthest awa)y from everything in the whole block. There was no
hot water in the shower room or electric lights in ovr barrabcek
becauBe the camp waes ver) incomplete. #de couldn't get any steel
beds and there were open ditches all asrotnd Our bLarraCis. the
firetl nigiht we had to go to bed dirty and without sny lights.
fier that we had to teke cold showers for atout & month.

"Phere was nothing else to do vut to try -nd make outselves
as comfortavle as possitle., 4Lverybody wes buasy getting scrap
lumver 80 my husivand and + went to stesl some aiong with the rest
0of iLhe peoples Eiji wasn't much of a carpenter 80 we vuilt a few
shelves and o touph table. e found it essier to send for thines
through Lhe meil order catalogs. A lot of families never sent
ovt for any furuiture as they were extremely skillful in carpen-
try work snd they made all of thelr own Lhings.

"We were given a fairly lasrge ¢nd room 80 thatwe were not
over-crowied. After s while it became Lhe same 0ld routine. At

firsat it was 80 hot there that we couldn't do snythiung. Then my

hustend went out and pot a job in order Lo keep himself occupied.

In Octover my daughters stsrtced schoOl oOunce more. it was the
first time for Kay and Diamne to po L0 a regulsr: putlic school
even though it was loceled in cemp. ZLhey were so timid at flrst,
but they got very independent after a short time in camp and they
beegan to 4o things for themsedves. 1 was worried -tout my eldest
daughter becuuse she is the most int.overt of the three Lut I am
surprised vecause eshe is always orineging home “Vaucasian girls
with her or else¢ she vieits lthem atb nome.

"The @ila echool was pretty weli planncd for the elementary




orades 80 that my daughters made fairly pood progress. Kay dld
real well snd she completed two years in Lhe gehool thers, HOW
the first time that my two youngest daughters are goélng
reel puvlic school with Cauvcesian xids, Lut they notice the
gl tho they wonder once in s while there sre not more
Nisei kilds in the school here. But 4 think they will fore t a1l
about camp school after they gel adjuated in the school out hers.
"I thiok that camp 1if¢ made my children less iimid and leas
shy. liowever, if we band stayed there much longer, m; daughters
would have rétLen out of hand like other Higei children are doing
now. You can's help it in s csmp like that. 1 never 0 to coOok
for them. 1 didn't have the chance =8 we sll ate the same food atb
vhe wess hall prepsied by the regular cook. 1 did enjoy not have
ing to wash dishes, but I occupicd myself in other waya, I had to
do my Gaughter's lsundry and sew theilr clothes, knit swesters and
stockings end thines like that. For s short time L1 even #&eﬁ_to
s drafting clses so0 that 1 could meke more dresses for my girls.
"In Gils I didn't make many new f£riends as my old friends
from Tulsre were still sround. I dldn't do much for recreation
except to plsy cards. My husband worked on radio repalr work in
the eveninge while I knit or read, 1 didn't do too much reading.
I would ssy that it took atout a jesr to gel ad Justed to Gila and
the rest of my time there was just & routine life. 1 had an
arpendectomy during ay first winter there 80 that glowed me down
consideravly, My mother felt that 4 ghovldan't do sny heavy work
for six monthe &0 she inslsted upon doinpg everyihing for me.
"] got pretty tored with camp life eventuvslly and that is why

1 took a mess hall job in July, 1948, L worked tLhere until the

middle of March, l.44. L; wae Lhe cook's helper ana this work




coneisted mostly of cu.ting up vepetavles. 1 g0t along well
enough with the lssei cooks., I wes the only woman on the cook's
¢rew 80 that they didn't attempt to 100k cown on me a8 they were
too short Of heips I wanted to juit this jJou after my husband re-

gettled vut I found that 4 wouldn't get clothing sllowsnce 80 |

decided t0 kecp om the Jjou. LIt was @#ull but it helved t0 pass the

time., [ A8 time weBBt on, the sctivities of the camp rraduszlly

droppred aown since Lhere weren't many enthusiastic peoprle left
vehina 10 initiate new programs., I didn’'t 70 to church at all
except for fuvnersls se 1 wasn' much interestec., 1 never went to
aly Of the camp sctivilies except one vlock meetine. unly Issetl
wenlt L0 these mectings and they used Lo gripe avout everyti ing.
Gradually tihey Lecswe more counsixuctlive and when 1 left they were
planning a lotl of farewell parties for people leaving or to houor
s0me 80ldler who lhad come in on & Ffurloueh to visit his family.
"I didn't teke part in sny of the politicsl activities in
camp =8 1 wee a home-uody snd 1 hardly know what was rOoingikam on.
couple of my mirl friemds would come around and we just played
clagsi€al recordines in Lhe evenines and tslked atout lipht thines.
'he war bLecsme 80 distant (0 me &l tho the <«ssel continued Lo
follow it closely as they subecribed to Lhe Japanesc¢ paspers which
came in from Denver. very time o headline ceame oui in the Ameri-
cen papers® about Americsn victory in the war, the Iesel refuscd
LO belleve 1ie They alwaye got the story from the other poimt of
view and I heard that there wer. come shorte-wave radios in camp,
"By this time Japen was losineg juite a few bLattles and the
lesel were not so confident 88 vefore. L(he Japanese newspapers
alko seemed 10 have many of Lhe newe stories written from a diff-

erent viewpoint 80 that it did not exactly look like defeats for




Japan. It was hard to trace this differcnce in writing up the
news s8tories because the news appesred t0 be the same when it was

trgnslated iuto English., The lssel much preferred to listen to

Japan's version, I heard rumors stout short-wave programs many

times vut I never pald much attention to it. I heard that the
news which came over the short wave eventuslly came out in the
anefican papers so that people in camp sctually bellicved thst
Amer ica was trying the people into telieve that they were
winning the war, Many of the lssel passed the story around that
the short-wave from Japan had told them not to resettle bLecause
the Japanese government wouvld take care of them after the war.
tainag thaet these things influenced a lot of the iesel not to re-
settle, but 1 felt that the lseel had nothing to do with Japan,
"{ didn't like the personnel at Clle very well because they
were not as sympathetic as the administration we had in Tuvlare,
I thought th't 1t wass all & lot of graft the way they were run-
ning things anéd they didn't care too much about our belng comfort-
atle, In foston, the people had much more to say in self-governo~
ment, tut in Gila the adminietration should shift us sll sround
and it would not take any kind of responsivility. I think that
there were wany Wid officisls who were sincere in heloing us, but
they Jjust were not as efficient anéd they did not want to risk
their jouvs ton epeak up in our favor. The people in Arizona were
much more sntspgonistic towsnrds us than it hed been in Celifar nia.
"The 4ssei in my bvlock sll mistrusted the WRA ss they sald
that tiese officisles werc not working for the good of the Japan-
ese in csmp. Many of the farmers were priped as they wanted to go
out eerly in the gorning to work 8o that they could take the hot

afterncon off, However, the WRA officisls in thelr cool offices




bl

in the sdministration vuilding turned this rejuest down and this
got the Japsnesc farmers juite worked up.

"The people in camp #11 begen to grip.much more thon in the
gssembly center:., They didn't like the dvst and incomplcte fa=-
cillities, wut the food got much better =0 taat these complaints
grodually died down., For s while the Japsuese in camp velleved

that the U.8, government wse going to starve them to death so that

mauy lssei 1o our tlock stocked up on food in the cantten., One

time 2 rumor went sround thst the mess hall workers were eOing on
& strike (April, 1942/, (he #LA was cutlting ccwn On workers and
this made it very ha:d on the cooks. JThey were refused extra
helpers =0 they telked abvout walkinge out on their Jous. 1his
happened right after I went to work st themess hall,

"I hed to sign a petition ss)ing that I would be willing to

workers if the cooks decided to strike. Once
we all did gquit, but not all of the mess hall stuck together B0
that it wes a feilure., The Csucsslian hesd of the mess Operation
explained that there just wasn't enough money in the Wii to put on
ext¥s workere s0 thet we decided toc g0 back to wori as the people
hed to catl.

"The only time we had real excitement in camp wae the regis-
tration by the Army. (Pebruari-March, 194%), Thie issuve didn't
vother me too much as 1 knew on which side I was on. There was
quite a vit of confueion stout it before the repistration was com=
pleted, The people didn't reslize what they were iu for if they
piguned 'no-no' to the juestionusire. IThe, thought that it just
meant thet they would be exempt from the draft if they anewercd
'no', Several Nisel voyse told me later told me that they were

fooled into meking & negative snswer ty scme 4gsel in owr block.




Ehayxshoughkk 1 tried to get them to sign 'yesdyes' as 1 told them

thaet Japan wouldn't take them and they should be loyal to the

country of their tirth., Eut my talk was not vey convine ing to
gsome of the Nisel and they are now in Tule Lake.

"The people of my block were pretity much asgainst the regis-
tration. They did not think that the Nisel should be asked to
fight for the U.S5. after weing put in » camp. The rumor went
ground that the Army wae ecoing to take the Nisei in order to put
them in the front line wvecsuse there was such a shortase 0f men.
'he thing that hvrt tihem most was thaot they had Leen kicked sround
sid mistrusted, 4he *ssei said that we were treated like unwanted
people and that the Cavcasians really thoveht that we hsd cdone
something wrong. Tiey said that we shouvlé resist the registretion

Army wanted to teke the Fisei boys Just becsuvse there
weren't enough soldiers left to fight their own war. All of this
talk i1 fluenced Nisei a lot and quite few iln my block answered'

[}

'no'. In fact, very few answered ' ¥ 4

ves' to the questionnalre.
"some of the lssel even came sround and tried to influvence me.
)jne 01é man told me that 1f we all answered 'no', there wouvld be
& Senate investigation and we would sll be sllowed tO pO Leock 10O
Cslifornis wihen it was found out thet cvacuastion was sll & mlstake
that it was sll pushed by the Jews, My only srgument wes that
I only had one choice end that wss to be loysl. My hustand and I
kept our mouths shut after that as we felt that we hed to etick
with this country no matter what the other bloth people felt or
or thought.
"Out whole femily was notu united on this registration busi-

ness ee my mother was much against it. ©he woe rather bitter

becetBe d»d had been innocently; interned snd he had not been re=-




leased despite all our efforta, She ncever came right out and told

me to write fno' to jquestion £7 and Z8, but she t0ld me to think

twice before 1 decided to answer 'yes'. She intended to answer
'no' hersélf and she wanted all of us to 4o the same thing bve-
cause she felt that our family would never ve united spain until
we were ceported, She wae sure that the interned men would all wve
deported and she didn't want the family splil up. ILater on she
was very glad that we had aenswered 'yes' because dad was sent back
to us. ©“he snewered '"yes' herself after Lhe issel in camp sud~-
deuly decided that it was the vest thing to do. My mother saw how
hard it wae for fumilies to ve Bplit up and eent to fule Bske and
she was elad she was not sent up herself. ©he did not think that
it woed a loyalty juestion =t all bLecause her juestionnaire only
asked her to obey the U.E, laws, <1hat was easy for her to do0 be=
cause she had no thousht of sabotace agalinst thls country. Ky
mother really was surprised when she went in for the registration
sign-up snd found that it wae 80 eas)y LO answer., oShe had ex=-
pected gome kind of complicsted cross-examination vy some hard-
boiled Army officers. Men)y of the Issei in our block velieved
this,

Altho we did not have sny ouvturesks at Gila, there were not
many Nisci who volunteered in the Army from our camp because of
all this fues. The Issei looked down on hisei who volunteercd at
first vut later on they chenged their minde about Nisel sololers,
especially after they were drafte.. The Isseil did not feel that
they could oppose the draft directly as they reallzed th-t they
couldu't oppose the U.S., rOvernment on a thing like that. now-
ever therc were a number of more excitatle lssel who Opposed

gverylhing lhst this country =tood for and they continued to do




80 even thouveh they did not po to Tule Lake.

"The draft sunouncement for the Niesel vame early this jear
and the lssel werc even more vitter atout it than the Nisel st
firet. They opposed it very much and they got a 1ot of the Nisel

to object but in our camp none of them refused to report for in-

guction when the time came., I hesrd thant in other esmps a lot of

Niesei were put in Jjeil becsuse they were opposed. I don't think
thet the Issel like the draft yet uLc.ause they don't want to lose
@il of their sons wvut there is nothing they can éo svout it, At
first they gave the ssme s0rt of arguvment arainat the draft ae
they did sgeinst reglistration. .1 went (o visit my husband's
fether in FYosion gtout thut tlme and the people there were holding
tlock meetings to try to get a petitition signed sa,ing that the
parents should bve slliowed to @0 beck to Ygliformis 1if thelr sons

rafted. 4re ssme kina of tslk wse going on in Gle when I
got beck vut nothing came of it becavee people were afreld of
teing sepvrated from their families if they mece too much 6Ff s
protest.

ones who made the most fuss g t the draft were those

wno had eigned up |1 0 t0 Tule Lake. +they aidn't cerc as the)
definitely had decided to return to Japan after the war. Lhe se-
gregants started to lesve Cils for Tule Lake bn Septemier, 1947,
80 thet is why there wasn't a grester fuss in our camp when the
Gialt announcement finally did come out. The peoplée were expect-
ing iv right sloneg vut it etill wesn't a surprise when 1t dame,
My block had the second highest percentage of people going to Tule
Leke from among sll of the vlocks. 4t war practically empty
afiter the segresants left, Gile, se & whole, sent more people to

Tule Lake than eny other camp. <Lhe people from my vlock who went




to Tule Leke were Soutuern Califoinia farmer people and they were
bitler as they lost everythiug at the time of evacuation,

"There were no haerd feelines vetweecn the loyels and none
loyals, obuv I Kunew thal a lot of the sepreganis regretted poing to
Tule Lake at ihe last moment tut they could not do anything avout
it st the last moment. Many of them wanited to change al the last
uomenut but Lhey were gfraid of losing face if they changed thelr
chewerd at Wat late date. 1 know a 10t of Kibel wanted to sta
tehind uvut they thoupbt that they would have to volunteer into the
Ue3s Army right sway end they didn't want thst., The juestion in
thc registration which vothered them was sowmcthing avout 'Would
y0u be williug to bLe grafted 1:toc the U.5. ArmyT® and these LOyS
bhought 1i{ would be lumediately s0 these LOYys signed 'no', ite
& few Nisel went Lo Tule Lake too vut the main reason was that
the; wanted to stick with their fasmilies.

"4 lot of the 16 10 17 jyear old #isel kids were forced by
their perents to snswer 'uo' (o the registrastion and they couldn't
oppose 1t too much as they fell they wouvld be stranded in camp
witnout any relastives or friends if they Lroke with thelr parents,
dany were told that they would ke without a country at all as all
of the Nisel were polng to lost their citizensiiip any way. Vver
~9 000 went to Tule Leke snd the majority were country people and
I think the)y were vitter about losing thelr property and everytiing.

"Tle muiu resson they gave for siguing up for fule Lake was
that lhey felt no wore chance for them in this countiy. 1 knew
the family who lived sé¢ross from us and lhey went to Tule bLecause

they Leard that Japen would give them [100C per head, after they

returned., The father of this family was 70 jears 01d and he had

seven children who were a&.ll unaer 17 ,esrs o0la., #&e felt theat he




he could wmever asupport them again in this country &8 he had abso-
lutely nothinge. There was another case 0f a Klbel who sepretted
his snswer at the last moment a3 he felt that Yaspsn would draft
hlm a8 @oon a8 he wss sent back and he tried to get another hesr~
ipg but he was refusedx becsuse he 8011l suid he didn't want to
fight for this country. In snother csse, lhe Elbel voys of a
family went wliih the parente and the property wae left with the
sisters wno remsined behind, The parents asked these LOys 1O
'no' &8 they dién't want thelr sousd In the draft. The se-

cond ason had voduntecered to the V.5, army before the war but he
hed been Gischsrged after “earl Hartor s0 that ne was terribly
surt and resentful suvout that. 4Lhat wee the rescon why he felt
huziL 8nd he didn't want to serve the Usbe Army sgain after being
treated like that,

"In maeny csees in my Llock the 0ld men sigmed up for Tule
Leke as they felt it was & p00d chance for them to go back t0
Jepan to diecs They had been farm workers for 20 or 20U jears and
they he¢ vothing to look forward 1o in Lhie countiy. There were
& lot of young kids who went to Tule bgke Loo wvul it was uosily a
mstter of family influence sud not because thej were dielojal to
Aiier ica &8 they had no choice. I think tnese kide are Just
103681 Americens ag the Hisei who remsined behind s they vere
fortunate Bnough to have parents who aunswei ed 'yes-yes' 1O the
Ireglsiration,

"However, it did the camp pood to pet rid of the known dis-
1038l persons, wvut not sll of the segresants were dislojal. A
lot of the lssei snswered 'yes' Jjust vecsuse thelr eons were 0ld

enourh to ve firm in thelr sneweres sud thesc parenia wan.ed to

stick with the c¢hbildr.n., 4if these Bisel had bLeen jounger, they




night have been influenced by the psrents to g0 to Tule lLake along
with the recst, I've often wondered if the segresation really did
accomplish the purpose of separating the loyal from the disl yal
because 1 was close cuough to a , Of people Lo Bsee that
meny Other issuves involved in ilheir final decision,
a lov of people decided to repatriaste because they
hope in this country after working
then bveing kicked out of their home.
take & chance with Japan where they had
Lreated as eytals, 4 lot of the parents sctnally believed that
vetter for thelr Nisei children to g0 vack to ipah with them
there wouvl e lese prejudice and discriminstion agninst them

in a country where they all hs he same racial characteristics.

fhey would be sccerted as Japanese if they conformed to lhe Jopan=-
wa, 8, J1n this country, the Issei felt that no mstter Low much

Loy confommed to never be sccepted
a8 american, Thi: 38 & blow 1 oride and I aympathise
with them.
concerned, I onlj aw the future for my
0ld United Statea. by husband and I knew
il we could never et slong in Japan with our lsck of knowledeg:

0f the Japanese ways of livinp., |1t was after all of this regias-

\
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trationm anc other businesa that my husband tessn to think defi-

nitely of resettlement, le hsd wanted to gset out of camp for &

lcng time snyway e saw an offer for cmployment in a domestic

s

JOL alld Le was even willins to take that if we didn't hsve kids
atout, | 1l vepen to think sbout resettlement too because 1
was anxious to pet ovt once more., The only thine thet held me back

Py

pOo28ibility of my father's return to the fumii;A 7g Tslked




of leaving my children with my mother while we took a chance on
the outside. It was mostly my husband's vrgine as I wasn't gquite
as enthusisstic., He had only worked in his own business all his
1ife but ke was willing to take & domestic job in order to get his
Preedom. That's how padly he wanted to get oui of camp. e talked
of this more spnd uzore but we couldn't sriive at any definite de-
cision because I was hesiient, ve weren't sure where t0 20 snd

we could muke out. There were so0 many things to Le teslked
over that covldn’b e discdussed in a matter of days slons.

"Around #arch or april, 1943, um

by

brother-in~law, ilike
26 ) decided Lo g0 out and my husvand wanted to
1 didn't want to 2o to Chicsgo but my busiLand
be better there. Le w ed krow vhere I wanted

L suggested Minneapclis ss I had heard that it wes a beautiful

I didn't went to get too far away from @ila. Bijl wae
chinging of looking around in sSalt Lake orx Denver cvut £0x come
ieason he zave tup the idesz.

"Finally my husbend Legan to definitely wopply £

jobs even thoush he ha¢ heard from s friend that there were some
2

icb possibility in belt Lgke. He was still tr; ing to make up his

ind when an effer for = rsdio repsirmsn job came through from

Chicaso £0 that he immediately came on cut, £iJi wesn't su.e of

he came Oubt snywa) ae he wae impatient to leave. We
plans to join him with the children later on btut
was settled. 1 had heard many rumore abvout how
cold it wes in Chicepo snd I was worried that uy childreng woz,d‘
not be sble Lo =ztsnd it. I wanted to find out how my husvaund

Jould make out @8 1 knew living coets were high on the outside.

"at first I wanted to wait until my dad ceme back, uul we




tecided that I woudd follow with the children in Secptember so
that we could eget uped to the coming winter, Then my father wrote
and said thet he had received a hearing in Novemuer s0 I wrote my
husband end told him that I would like to spend a couple of months
{th dad before I resettled, Eiji wmote back and ssid ne liked
Chicaro zand he wanted me o just come out for the trip and see
myself but I thought that it wes to0o 00ld and my sister potl sick
80 there was novody to look after the kids. I Just kept giving my
hustand uncertain snswere because I w8 worried sbouwt housing ad
thinga like that.

"We waited and waited for drd to get his finel relesse bLut 1%
was held up #or some resson., I had promised Eiji that I would
come for sure in april (1944), however, dad came late in Murch so0
i cancelled my leave to spend mpme time with him., #We hadn't been
expecting him vecause everything seemed s0 indefinite. I was busy
packing 10 leave when he arrived in camp. My family was thrilled

finally get him vack. Dad was s0 happy to be vack that he was
raring to g0 see his 0ld friends to see what they had been doing
during the yesr and a half he had not seen them in.

"l thoveht that my father would come back ln a very bitter
mood from the internment camp, uvut it wssn't that way at s8ll. He
sew everything from a completely G ifferent viewpoint. iy jounser
pister hea resettled the very dsy that a:d arrived ageingt mj

wother's consent., ®hen he heard that she went with the intention

of stopping in at “snta #e to get his release, he was reconciled

at her leaving as he sporecisted that she thought of him. Tad had
vecn opposed to any of uws resettling and he had mentioned it in
meny 0f nis previous letters. He sald that he had hesrd many

rumers avout people esetting into trouvle on the outside. In the




inoteruacnt cuwp he hed heard over the short-wave Lhat Japan had
aivieed the people Lo stay in camp. When he csme 10 Glila end saw
that the people werc leaving anyway, he knew that he couldn't hold
bhe family there peimanently so he bLecame 8 0 the idea of
my sister's lesving., Another sie 1l already gone out before
with her husvand dikc and I wes to follow soon.

"1l stayed on in camp until Junes. I finaully decided that I
had better lesve pretty soon as' s koew thet caup life wee nct good
for the chiluren ana 4 ‘ st things on the outaside couldn't
ve 88 bad as ]I feared. The chiliren were learning some bad wman-

o

ners and I felt that thneir whole future was ULeing endangered Jjust

Lecause 4+ was afreid to teke & chances 1 felt that it would leave

; : \ £
& permanent effect on them if we stayed there much longer.™ Oune of

the reasons why I had stayed on wss that I wanted my daughter to
finish up her 8cho0l yesr 80 that she would not be pul vack a

grade. /1 was convinced that 4 could rear my children vetter if I

had a mOre uLOrmal lcbauﬂolé.l

"Afler dad came wvack 1 really noticed bow monotounous camp
1ife was gettine, especiaslly in the evenines as I Just set at home
LY myself or talued ;Q my mother or sisters., liot many peoOple from

block had resettled as most of them didn't went to g0 out and

we had sbout the most rumore going om acout the dangers ou the
outaide of any wtlock. In fact, wost of the people #rom ouxr part
of the state are still in camp 80 I guess it's a pretiy conserva-
tive group.

"I vecame filled with the idea of getting out when 1 realized
how much more privacy I could have. Ly husuvend was well atarted
on providing a new home on the outeside. He wae petiing gocd pay

#nd@ he had wsnaged L0 save juite & bitv of money, He said that the




¢ost of living was not as high as I had imsgined. I wanted to get
out and enjoy civilization for s winile after my dad wae settled in
camp ab last, I wanted to shop and go t0 real theatres and things
like that., I had wmissed all that in caup but I was willing to put
up with it es looug a3 dad's return wa: =0 indefinite., Lhis wus
the real reason for all of ay delay. Of course, other things llke
fuwore about how hard to make ke a living, the difficulty of
inding homes to live, the c¢cold climste and the Vsucesians stare
all did influence me and mpke me hemitant too, My mother worried
mos vly avout us meking a living and she discouraged me fray leave-
iug &8 wuch as possivlie. She was sure that my husvand would cone:
badk Lo cawe any day a8 he could not suvprort s whéle family on
tihe outside,

"avout #arch of this yewr I hesitated for another reasons as
my husvand wrote and said he wight ve drafted Into the army right
away unleéss nis fawlly was out there. that had veen the reason
wny I decided to come in april instead of walling for dad. But
nhesitaled again vecouse I thought thet 17 Ei1ji waes going to be
drafted soon it was no use t0 uring the kids ouvt. 4 thoueht of
leaving the children Wwith wmy mother and Jjoiunilng ZiJi until the
time came for the draft and then return to caup. However, LEiji
wiote ané saic he got & deferment snortiy after thsat 80 I decided
Gad came and that delayed

L0 Lring the c¢hildren with mes +hen m;

o

ve for another couple of months.

"Leaving caimp vas rather difficults & neighbor of mine pro-

miged to help me psck my telongines butx he suddenly went out on
& short term lcave 0 wy ded hed to nelp me with moat of my pack-
ing. Wy deughters were hspp)y atout sceing daeddy agalpn aud this

was8 rather infectious, However, I hated to leave the family at




the saume time as dad had just come home and his famlily was dwind-
ling down to nothines, He understood that my place wae with Blji
no matter what happened 80 he made it casler with me.

"y mother was worried right to the day I left, She had
tried to talk my other asisters out of leaving wvut she didn't try
to atop me like that., I guess she knew that BElji had a good Job
80 8he thought thal we mightl pet slone. We had a pretiy big save
ings from before the war & 31] 1} 80 that we had a 1little
more tc atart out on than most reseitlers, I think.
mother that & could come bsck to viaslii her ma within a jear, out

W.ought that iV would c¢ost too much 80 she felt thet 10 would
time vefore ekkc would see any of her resettled children
8 Woiisied most awout whether we could meie a go of
it ino swh a strange place a8 Ciicagt as there were Bumors circu-
lating sbtout our block and my mother heard every uit of it,
"{he main thing 1 wase worried svout was Lhe cold weather since
il had never seen asnow before, Eijil ssld it was nothing =nd he
quickly gol used to the low te.perature. I stili

y children could atand it., I slec hesrd of Lhe stumer heat

waves in Chicago but thst didn't Lother me 80 much se 4 felt that
over
being in srizona for/a jesr I could take any heal.
"When I l¢ft camp I vwas 80 sade «fter dressipne my daughters
o

Il went 10 say goodbiye to all of the vlock peOple whom

had eotten to know while working in the mess hall. They sll

pave me farewell presents end wished me the best of luck., The)

thouveht 4 was 80 bLrave for teklne & chance with three children,
¥ thet L went Lo ssy goodbye Lo my psrente znd my wmother's
parting words were that some dsy we miskt sll bLe abtle to pet to=-

gether to live in Cslifornis spain. e all cried when the truck




pulled ovt for fhoenix. .ven my deughters cried about leaving
thelir friends behina, ovut they got ad jreted to the futuvre se soon
a2 we pot into fhoenix end 1 wes certainly surprised about that,

"As 80cn s& we arrived in Chicspo we went over Lo iy eister's

e i : [ . T ; E
(CH=26) hovse. |E1ji then said for me to hurry up and get cleaned

¥

80 that we covld gd bvnting Por en gpurtment ripbt cwey. FHe
kad teen unauvle to find a plece for our femily in all the months
hhe had veen out here, He thought that he had a place lined up,
but I didn't like it when 1 gaw it vecesuse the kitchen was too0
diugye We tried to pet into a lot of apsrtment houvses wut we
didn't heve any luck at a1l and 1 btegan to appreciste the haxé time
For the next few weeks, all we did was go house huntine

at every opportunity.

& were very crowded livine with Yone a8 she had & fanlily of

1

All of her friends wcre tryinge to help u: find an apart-
nly find vecasuclies on the fourtn floor in meny
1 didn't want to take any of these a3 it would have
for my children to g0 up and dowmn those sSalrways.
felt sure 1 wes discriwivaled mgsinst because the

us look st vacancics. %e qﬂyeq to et a

on Sheffield ©t, vut we were given the run-srouvndéd Ly the

we located = place on the second floorxr. Lthe land-
1sd) there was a German lady and she had four klds of her own,
wanted 1o see me first so I went and talked to her and to
apartment, I liked it fairly well after all those
of hunting 80 I said I would take it., ihen she said that
ahe had to get the spuortuoent fixed W@l a little wut couldn't find
a carpenter for plu.ber to do the work. 4«ijli went out and io0=-

c




ceted a plunber end a carpenter., We were relieved to be finslly
eettling down, £1)i went to pey for the spartuent, Ithe @erman
lody immed istely began to cry when she esw him snd said that it

would not ve ssfe for vs to move In becsuse the people nest door

had threatenedé to the hovee down if eny Jeponesc moved ini]

"l was desperste for an spertment so I went to the WhA and
gsked them what I should d4o. They sdvised me to move in 1f the
lsndlady wase 8till willine ¢ qve Ui Yhey sald they would send

10 talk to the people who msade all the thrests. osut the
1ext day &1ji stumoled into this vacancy 50 we moved here. It's
aich better place than 1 had expected I was Jjust sbout ready
give up in ient when our luck turned, Z2ifiwas just
2lking along the street ﬂnén he found this placss He had been in
0f looking every morning, noon ani night for vacancy
he would walk home a different place cach time.
ane ame in to injuire.
"he didn't think that he had much chance because
he second applicant in line and it didn't look e
The buildinzg as owned by the church and &ev. Kelly was
vacation on Avgust 1, The other plicent didn't care
80 “u.TﬁJC iven ou: ¢chance. e were ovelr=-
Joyed tc get this nice place. It hase two large bedroons and
very large front room. The houwse is brick so it will bte much
wermer in the winter, I think that it's amuc) nicer place than
I don't think very meny Nisel ar. fortunate ss we

"Wie lLinmediestely Legan to furnish vp our new place. BElji had

his own bed st Yone's pertment sc we only ked to buy & large vunk

bed for the children. g pought & new rug for the fromt room and




browsed around in some of the second hand atore on Haletead

the rest of the furniturs, We have spent well over 7300

to furnish the flat and there still so manythines to buy
and clhialire I've decided not to send for our furnie

in Californis s8 we can se it to people out there and LU}

o

the thin+s here as ches 1'm goine to send for my refriecszrator,

arge Kitchen 8 and kitdhen utensils. 1 don's know 1f

back to Cal lfornis some day

.

o

thege thines al

another bted room bLut thesse rooms

gfied with this arrangement
but we are oOn
other family in the wnilding, -ev. Kekly's.
vackyard and a place t0 h:
L0 be pretty good ; 1t wouldn't compare
home. I still wou l1ike to =0 back tO
California out if we stay here in “Yhiesgo we will atick to this
a8 4 doubt if we can get anything vetier without pajine a
fortunee 1 would like to live more out in the country a8 1 don't
re for the y 1ife too mugch. However, this would d ».::;_:er'ar:- upon
husband's work.
"We pet aiong 80 well with the landlori s8 he is the reverend
the churci next door. My childrenm 7o up to play with his little
they attend Sundsy School ¢l saes together. He 18 very
helpful in s1l of the supgestions hec makes and his wife comes down
to visit ms ite oftal 1 don't know any of the ncighbors in
se.ma3 to tend strictly Lo his own

country town where you know all of your




neighbors,

"My childrcn are the only Nisei kids in the ac¢hool which they
attend® dom the street 80 I guess there aren't t00 many Japanese
in thias neiphborhcod. I don'. think it's a pood ides for too many
to come in 25 it misht cavee resentment., If we scatter out, tihe
hakujin will pet to &now what ve resll) sre like. However, I huve

ncotvraged a few of my friends to come move near me. 1 wouldn't
like too many of them around though ns it mieht not be a0 rood for
my children. &#ight now they don't have any problem
playing with the hakuj}in children and their parents don't tell

them nodv LO pda,

y with my daughters.

"My husbend got o raise in his job recently and he iz doing
juite satisfied with him and
in the immedieate future a8 he

awamped with work fhen &ijl gete sick the wvoas very seldom
docus him for avBence My husvand ouly works 4% hours a weekx and
since the bogs came
are poatewar possicilitic
much svout the futuzre He would like to poO
wovld like to live in bigrer town than

Arroyo Grende for busineess rezsons. He doesn't know if he will ke
abla L0 get started sre szain vecavse of the attitude of the
Cal ifornia people t the Nisel.

| "We really haven't talked too much svout the future yel as we

o

ve been 20 Lusy retting settled here. i1Ji mentioneéd once that
his future has to be in a larger city. He believes that he may

eventually open up his own shop btut thut is s8till o very vagu
pian yét, 1 haven':. thousht a lot avout the Jjou future of the

-

Nigei vut I do know thet a lot of Hisel arc round LO lose their




poaitions as soon &8 the soldiers coue beck. o151 won't be

affected as much &8 other Misel 86 he hes a speclal skill and he
doean't feel thet it will be toc bad for him sltho he might not be
3

-

making the wsge now unless he pets into his own Lusiness.
"y huebtend wes tuyine ronds until I camé out here, but we've
cloee ¢sll since then tecubse we huve vteen furnishine the
Up and our expenses sre rather nheavy. ie sre a8till pOling to
ave to buy winter clothes for the children ad we c¢idn’t heve any
heavy thinegs for them in Californis or Arizona. We'll protably
continue Lo 0 neck snd neck along +~ith = 3 income for some
Lime yet,
'l don't vudpet st - &8 things pve Leen L00 vncertain,
;Lou is that the money roes out rapidly. We pay .40 a month
and the egas ané lipht bill amounis to sround «o6 s month.
approximately ' & week but last week 1t went up
éct clothing coste wi c0 up a8 1y children neeé
nd we boven't boupght any of it yet. Laundry end
cleaning is asnother &6 & mouth. W®e usuelly send avout (10 of gkk=m
gifte of ovligation present to the femily snd friends in camp.
Our recreationsl expenses are small a8 we can't find anybody to
stey with the kids 8o we don't go out at nights 1 don't know
where the rest of the mone; gocs right off hend, tut 1 do know
keven't saved anything since 1 exrived with the children.
"Sometimes this worries me s 10t vecause 1l'm not mékiﬁr the
budget meets I don't think I covld do much vetter if I planned
it cerefuil) because there are o many expenses yet, 5BSut I think
we will be sble to make a g0 of it wuite nicely after we really ret

gettled down, We will be ntle t0 reach almogt the same standard

of living we had bsck in &rroyo Grande altho I used to te a 1ot




money before the war. Our food bill was
notiting as we owned a grocery store and 1 got wy vegetables for

practically notiing. VWhen I came out here I thought the pr ides of

!

vefgetables were terrifying as they were £0 times the amount I pald

Lowever, 4+ heve hegrd from friends vtack ou the
11 me the price of vegetables is Just ae high out
We never skimp on food and 1 think we will not heve
much difficulty once things are setiled down,

LTS

My husvand recently got snother arm); deferment vntil lDecem=

vut I have made up my mind to teke it in stridel I won't ue

abke to live on the €120 srmy sllotment so I'11l juet Lave
to camp unlessg 4 find mekody to live aud shere expenscs
i'é go to work in that cseec as my children are 0ld enoigh now not
t0 need wy coustaunl atiention and most of their time would Le
teken up uy school.,
"I don't konow atout the future of the femily resettlement for
who are 8till in cemp, There sre 19 members in my femily

1 -

in 11, inecluding children. UNine of uve are out hire &nd
nine are left in cemp., There ic one sister in & sapitarium in
Sante barvars. (iotoko defines her family eproup as her imrmediate
femily snd their hustsnds and children. S he does uot include
he; husvand'e famidy at all.,) I cec my sister Yone about three
times & week as she lives only tv ‘ & from here. 8he hes Leen
ouvt here for g yuar 8o thet she g I where to shop and things
like thet po 1 depend upon per guite & vit., BShe gives me hints
avout how to keep the hovse w:rm dvring the winter, I den't know
what we're going to déo suvout the nine membere of the fomily left
in cemp. Pod is too 014 to start enew and I don't think we can

gupport him., My other sister's husbend hae becn drafted so that




™

] b ' s | -
she eouldn't poesibbly come out here with her two kids. D:id
worldn't want to comc way out to Chicsgo right now because he

o

would feel that it would be too far awa) to leage nis Other

dsuehtor stranded in a sanitarium in Santa Barbarsa.

"]l heve one sister who has just greduvsted from high school but

dad willuot let her came out for
ig too young
come out &n
the duration
having such
"i don't know what 1s going to happen to Biji's folks. iis
father dossn't want to leave soston right now and his vrother and
femily ate staying there with him. They have the rsnch in vali-
fornia to return to s0 they aren't thinxing of permspently re-
settling any Other place. <iJl hes a broluer in & sanitariuvm in
Californis Loo end his femily doeen't want to resettle when there
is 8 chano them to 20 tack to their farm in CGallfornia His
brother way
and ne may lecve Poston for the duration at a later date but he
ig definitely planning to returm to Celiformia. It's quite a
A

wiie

provlem tzrying to figure out 1O regettle other memtets of
when the going is & little tough for us right u
m getiing vsed to Chicago alread) and I feel that 1t is
then veing in camp by a long shot. My children enjoy it
very much now that they are going to & public school., They have
found & lot of frienis st school 80 that they sre¢ never houe in
the afternoon. Dhey get slonp wdll with hakujin childrcn and

't mentioned mi.sing their Hisei fricends recently since
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friends. I've met a lot of Mike's friends because skax we stayed

at his nounse. We hauve very few o0ld friends out hers. 1 suppose
we know abont 10 or 15 people and most of them were met out hare,
Un our socisl visits we mostly play bridge as our friends are
married couples. I don't have an) socisl contacts wiith Csucuaians
yet vut I would 1likse to. 4% is s little Lard living in suwch a
huge city where cverjone is s0 impersonal. #e just don't have tiue
to attend any kind of social event 0 I don't know if there is mueh
discrimination moingz on against the #isei as 4+ have hcard through
FULOI B

"1 éon't even et t0 the movies very often. 4n sBplte of all
this 4 doun't feel tied down at all as 4 pet more gratifiecation out

ildren gnd watching thew grow up. S ometimes wonld like to

out though becsuse I am still youn 20 ¢ ial

ngtivities. Camplife is what made me

gol used Lo Xit. 1 do feel much freer oul here as we nave our own
home =nd we have ¢ » gverything for ourselves. I'd rather have
it that wa) an liv 5 camp where everything is provided as
thet is a sort f deadening 1ife. 4+t feecls more like living like
the other 1 le when 4'M out here.

"One tring I believe in is thet we should learn to mingle
more with the Caucasisns than to group by ourselves like on the
coest. 1 know that it would be tetter for my children if this 1ls
done even though it may be & barder thing for us older Hisel to
d0., 1 have enough Nisel friends out hers now 80 1 don't donz for
eny disel oreanizations out hore &8 such s thing may prove harmful
to all of ua. I don't know how the other Nisel fecl abLout 1t, out

1l thivk that they are rretty well scatte.ed now and

te petting alone, They don't have too many of thelr own Nisel




clups yet 80 they must be having other activi¥ies Lo occupy them,

"I guees that if the older folkes want a Japanese colony out

here, it might ve okay for theme. *ut .he Nisel speak English 80

that they don't have any trouvle in x&X shoppinz or snything like
that ane they don't have w0 live together sll in ong group. 1've
neard wany stories swvout zoot-guiters on Clark St. snd 4 wouvian't
waont a #isei town here if it is poine @ composed of ¢ lot of
g bad reputation The Nifgel s30em tO be
wichont reslizing how well off they are., Lhingse
t lesst the Nisel arc pebting & chance to make
elves snd most of em didn't beve this chance
fetty disgveted 2uout 2001 suiters on
going up to Nisel T jvarte nd-cvte. Why cant these
to work instead of msking svch s bed reputstion of teing
no good bums? I don't know what & wrone with them bLut I don't
talng they have much ambition.
think that the #isel don't went to make more Cavessian
they wouldn't be sccepted. From my
vest experiences wusck home, I know the Csucssisns will tske you in
if you mcet them hal f-wzy, 1've Leen heie only two months tut I
plan to po ce=lling on the parente of some of my davehters' friends
g0 thet 1 vill be aLle to make 8 few friends iun this way.
haven't gotten round to it jet me 1l've Leen 80 bLusy getiing
settled up to now,
"There could Ube gnase town here in s section like Clark
St. but 4 don't know how ® cefvl it will ves I know of omly

two Jspsnese grocer; stores but they charged such outPageous

prices thaet 4 only went once. I ususlly 20 to & “hinese store at




72 La Sellex 8t, &nd prices are much che:per there for Jepenese

cod. Rice 18 onl; 8,76 o sack sxxmyak irstesd of 9.7 or more

at the Jepaenese store. Topurli sell sioyme at _1.2E for helf
galion eud at the Chinese place I can pet & gallon for §1.88., 1
Lhink thel lhe Japsucee a8tores here are trjying te tske sdvantage
people end charpe higkh prices because they are Interested
in profits. The Hisel are pessing vord sround that it is
per to uvuy Japenese food st the Chinese a3tore snd 4 think the
wiil wvuild kimself o e00d business vy veing fair in kis
ihis vrinese toy is makineg = lot of friemds and he hes e
eirl friend now. 4e doesn't try to tleed the Fisei 1like the
8¢ dOocBs, We e€at Jap neee food muout Lhree times & week and
it is & litile chesyper on the vudget. Fotatoes sre EE&pPEX 80 ex=
peusive ‘6 UBe leas weal when we cock it Japstuese
wita chopeticks toc .m:t that has not g to do with out

for this c¢ouetzy. 1It's resl) net Japsnese food as rice
3 i

OyU are the only thing that we Jjust very wmueh. This rice

s -~
-

L0 be a hatit as we had 30 wch of it in camp.

pradusily vegivnine to feel morc at home ovt here and
8 1 mey oven atsy in Chicaro. 1 hope that the war hurries
up and ende e i } aple Lo breathe easler, I thinz that it
may vte haxrd for us £ 2 whlle sfter Japan is Leaten becsuse a
nekvjin will still look on us a3 Japanesse. There is still a lot
0f work needed to explaln ouvr position here. 1 know that I'11
never g0 Lo Japan (0 llve and my ehildren'’s place is in this coun=-
try, 1 lke to go sipht-seeing in Japan Juat I'd like to go to
any foreien country, vut we will never ve that rich.
L";'¢ & little efraid of the future olto I inagine we will al-

a3 make a livinpg. 2Sut I feel s little more-seccure now thsn when
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siericens just like the rest of them. That shows that more and
Gore people are willing to stick up for us.
"I don't ivow what is poinp to happen to the people at Tule
Lake. I dovbt if Japen will want them even if they srec deported.
L]

have B feellneg that WhA crups will bLe closed down slowly &N

ly one or two wiil be left eventuslly.. This will bLe wostly for
the 0ld pecopiec who are uncuvle %o work snymcre. It'e hard trying
to fipure out whai ie eoing to happen to the 76,000 pecple left in
mps  About 20,00 of them will epo back to Japen 1f all of the

4
ool

fvle Lake people are deported. oSome of the vYapsnese in camj

o0 bacik to their farms in Vgl ifornie btut 1 don't know how ti

ies wilth meny cbhiloren will meke out. If the father can

Ly

will nave mutch 1 ess

cibildren aic very much smer icenized now. +Lhey
vunday =chool in csrp but didn't understend
+her 20 Lo Christian church herenow and they

hinik that most of the Hisecl are

. LY

here and they a only getting the

alner lcan culture 80 at they will losge more and more the Japan=-

€ee customps they hsd : re Lthe wsar, lon't see much of the

nese culivre out here. I don't think Nisel cen begin t0 ze-
in Jspan vecause 0f thelr backeround herc. Tre people
ke of the ehildren. 1 think

only way Lo look at resettlement ia in terme of the future

of the family and coming peneration of children who will be more
Americenized trhan the Hisci. It will be too bad 1f they are still
discriming ted j
PEEJjRGiced against, \

v
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The following are excerrts froh C.E., Diary:

I walked down s couple of blocke and dropped in on Motoko to
srrange an interview with her for the following fhursday. She told
me to come in the sfternoon and complete her interview and then I
could have dinner and then go on anﬁ interview Eiii in the evening.
Ihe three children were home from school and Diane, the joungest,
weg a8 noisy as ever. She immedistely recognized me snd she inesisted
upon me to gtay for dinmmer to eat the extra corn cob but I had to
decline the invi tation. Kay hes been i1l for some weeks now with &
gtrep infection of the glends in her throat and she has had to t ake
gulfa drues. During my social visit, Motoko mentioned some of her
recent problems,

"Ever since the beginning of this year 1've had & hard time
vecause one girl after another got sick on me., For a couple of weeks
I hgd to be with Kay dey and night because of her throat condition.
Tre doctor bill is going to be very high., Ksay has been out of school
for three weeks now. &efore that Disne had scarlet fever. The doc-
tor I went to even didn't recognize it and he told me to isolate
Disne from the other children for a while., I got worried because
she seemed so listless so after a couple of weeks 1 took her to =
women specislist wio said thet Lisne had scarlet fever. ®he checked
her hesrt right away to see if she had & murmur because that's what
ustally happens. But fortunately nothing like thst hsppened. That
wae another large doctor bill. Next month Kay and Diane have to have
a tonsilectomy snd that is goine to cost $85 esch. All of this eat§
into our reserve fund snd we have to expect emergencies like that

with ehildren. I remember when I was s little girl the school

arranged for my tonsilectomy for nothing and the most that was

charged was $5650 before the war. Medical costs certainly has become

inflsted.
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"Eiji still works in the radio shop but he does a lot of radio
reparing privately at home for Vaucasian and Nisei people who bring

their rsdios over., Msny of the Laucasians heard that he repaired

redios throueh our church contacts. . Bvery lTuesday night Eiji goes

over and doee some work for the church., In spite of Eiji's in-
_cressed income (approximately {200 & mohnth), we still are not sble
to put away much reserve in the banﬁ. Somé of my friends tell me
thet 1 sm crsey for spending $100 a month for food for the five of
us, but £hat's one thing I don't skimp on., Growing children have to
eat a 1ot more than aduvlte. I buy a gallon of milk s day and that's
B6/. I have to hsve plenty of fruits and vegetables and I don't
skimp on the meat either, I have to use a lot of red points and
Midori gent me 160 of hers the other day so that really will help.
o

I don't think that we will be going back to Ceglifornia for a
while yet even though Eiji's brothér has & farm out there. I own s
home in Santa Barbara too but it's no use goine there becausge the
feeling isn't too good. I certasinly don't want to go where I will
be discriminsted sgainst. It will be much worse from now on because
of the war with Japan., But the msin resson why we are not planning
to go is that £1iji will probsbly lose his deferment even thouegh he
is akmost 36 and has three children. I doubt if he could pass the
physical becsuse he has a wesk back vut I have heard that the Cali~
fornia bosrds are drafting Nisei fellows almost as faest as they go
basck there. WYe have s friend who is 38 yesre 0ld and he has five
children but he is not eoing to maké plans to return to California
until he is 29 years o0ld. He ie going to have s itig psrty on that
birthday becsuse then he definitely can't uve drafted. <rom what I

heve hesrd, the Nihonjin aren't too welcomed back there snd 1'd just

ag soon stay out here because we are getting settled. Chicago igs no
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place for children though, Ve woul& like to find & larpger spartment
but where can we find housing‘around here? ]

"Eiji still bss a 2-A in the draft but I estill don't know if he
will be teken or not. If he does get drafted, thenm I will csll my
parente out here-immediately and my mother could watch the ckhildren
while I went to work. 4 certainly couldn't live on o §120 a month
allotment., 1 don't know what we can do for femily resettlement. My
sister wante to bring the youngest children out snd let my parents
etay until the end in camp but i ovject to that stromely ss I think
it would be mean to taske the children away from their parents st this
time. My father has been back from‘the internment damp for only a
year snd my brother is very close to him becavse he is the only Loy
in the femily, 4y father couldn't go back to Cslifornia even if he
wsnted to because he would be prohibited from entering that zone on
account of the fact that he is a parolee. My parents couldn't work
at all as dad is too old. Biji and i wouldn't be able to support 5
more people and we wouldn't have the room here.

"Another plen that 1 have sonsidered in the event that Ziji gets
drafted wse to change this front room into a bedroom and a living
room and then teke in & bLosrder. I think I would almost mske ends
meet thie way.

"I really don't think that the WKA will kick the people out.
Tney'll have to do something at the last minute to help out all those
0ld people. Not many of them counld Le financisl independent because
they have spent up their éavings during the & yesrs they were in
cemp., There were a few people who masde money but I don't have any
regspect for them., I've heard that some of the doctore in camp are

making juite s bit of income because the people are obliged to pay

them $10 and 16 for treatment even if they can't afford it. It's




this businese of saving face. They certainly cerry thet to sn ex-

treme in camp and we even had to give gifts of money to the mess hall

in z& the block when I left. T ﬁe only reasson I gave was when 1 left
camp and my mother was there as I didn't want people to talk shbout’
ner and sa) that she was cheap and didn't wring the children up right.
You know how the people are., Put there sre plenty of people tsking
advantage of the situation and trying to mske as much money ns they
can.,

"Ive heard some rumors about #4r, loguri snd his fish market
here. He never had any money vefore the war snd there sre plenty of
stories going around sbout how he got his money. HKHe waz one of the
viegshots in nﬁe camp cocperative and he used to g0 out with seversl
thousand dollars to purchese thingse for it bvut didn't have to make
an accounting. I vet he made a lot on that cooperstive., They sold
ug certificates for §1.00 esch andi we were suvpposed to pet dividends
but 4 pet the bigshots went off with the uwoney thst he sccumulated
after the csmp closes. <Lhey're not goine to go sround finding
10,000 Jspenese and pay them 50¢ on & dollar dividends, That amounts
to quite & sum when it is &11 put together and somevody is going to
get that,

"I doun’'t know why the Japanese stores out here are trying to
make a vig profit from the;r own group. I've compsred the prices of
Japenese foode at the Chinese store and the Japanese store here and
the Chinese store sells the same thines 10¢ snd 207 cheaper, <ionald
ohiozski 18 thinking of opening & Japsnese food cstore here but I hope
ne doesn't do the same thine. Oome'J&panese have wought apartment
hovees out here and I heven't hesrd that they made it cheaper for
the Nihonjin, <hey're out in Lusiness and they're out to get a8 much

ag they can,




"I don't quite trust some of these Nisei leaders who are talk-
ing sbout getting Nisei into diffeient clubs. I suspect their
motivee some timeg becasuse I think they're only trying to dvmm up
vusiness for themselves. Defore the war s lot of the Nisei who were

more prominent joined the JACL for tueiness reasons., I've heard that

there is one doctor in the JACL out here now asnd he goeg sround snd

telle 2ll the Nihonjin to join the JACL and then he asdvertises him-
gself right away. I don't think he is as interected in the wel fare
of the Nihonjin as much es he ts interested in petting a uvig prac-
tice s0 that he can make & lot of money. I don't know how many of
them are like thst btuvt I don't have too much interest in the Jepan-
ese organizations out here bLecsuse my hende zre full with the

chilaren and L1 don't have any time to go intc = society life.

"But it is too bsd that s 1ot-of young Nisei are going ®'wild!’
beceuse they don't have gnyone to guide them. There is g Hisei girl
married to & Negrow down on the south eide snd I've heard that she
paints her fsce black now because she is so @gshamed. Why did she
marry him in the first plesce? I've heard thst there were & couple
of other Nigei girls married to Necroes too, I bet that the parents
don't like that very wuch. 1 think that it's their own bueiness if
they want to marry s Negro, but they should consider the fact that
it maies it much hsrder on the children., Lt's hard enough for one

with an orientel fsce without having tlsck, kinky hsir.”
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Add to OCh& 40 Masako Sarutawari.
. I went over to Masako's house to interview her just after

lunch, and T was there until about midnight as I interviewed Axi
1a ter, Masake was the only one home when y Qot there as tha kids
were atill in lahooi. Thqy eama home a round 3300 and they immedinte-
gtarted to make a lot of noise., I played osrd muél with Barle ra,
Kay and Diane for about an hour befores dinner, The penalty for
losing was rolling a marble acgross the floor with the nose, ant I
lost twice. The gzitls are very extrovert and they have 2 lot of
friende at school.There ia _nothiﬁg inhibited about them, It 4s quite
a gontrast with Nigel girls of five yess ago. Kay and Dhne are
the noisiest. Blane gets remarks on her sohdo'.l reports saying that
ghe 1a8"oo tolkative®™ in the olassroom, but Magako is not worrid
about that because she believes that they are just being nomal,
and she doesn'twant o have them shy and retiring like the Niseil
girls were when she went to sohool.

Masako told me that todaywme the lmst day for Aki at work
s his boss had asked him to lay off to three timaﬁ s werk as
g¢here was not enough work in the shop. She sald that Akl 4ld not
mind begause he had a deal on his hande to s ta rt his own shop. Il
head all alout tla ¢t when he game home after work. ¥asako sald that
the ohief resscn why the shopwms not getting the buginess wa 8
due to the outrageous prices oharged by the boss, and the gustomors
had ne econfidence in e store even though they were eatiefisd with
Aki'e work. ®e¢ s=14 that he had beenwmnting to go into his een
busiress for soﬁ:e time, and the easing of the draft situation gom-
bined with a sudden ofportunity had caused him to make his cholce
to get n start now.

She said that a ghop had beenlined up, but they & till 444

net ¥now how the lease arrangements would come out, "Aki is going
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{into business with an +esei men, Tom Hata. He 1gn't a real lssei
gecauao he has bqan in this couwntry for years and years and he
got hie ednqatién her e, He spesks good English and he is merried
to & csueaSian woman., ke secms to hsfé a lot of contects and he
is even hble %o go into the Treasurey department with = work
permit. He has been @oing refrigerstion work out here, but he is
not satisfied to work for some company becsuse he thinke that he
can make more if he went on his own, Dick E ono is his partmer
gnd Aki knew him first,

"Pom seems to know his way sround, end Aki believes that the
combination will work out well together. They have been thinking
of devoting theiir business to haknjln trade as there ig more |

A

money in that. Tom told 4ki that he would have a lot of electriecal .

X

work =0 bhat aki will be sble to do thet too. 4ki hal experience fu‘\
in this while he waes in ecamp, He will also fixz clocks, but not
watches because it is too hard on his eyes. Now that the draft
is not so likely to get him, 4ki thought it would be s good time
for him to get started om his own. I think that he will be
happier #oing that becavee he is s0 mmed 10 working for bimself.
Ee has mede s lot of contscts through the church 0 that the
memb ers will give him & lot of business, K e hag been doing that
right along. This draft business was the thinge which had him
stopped, sni l'm certeinly relievcd now that those over 20 will
not bte taken. ;t was t00 herd on my nerves not knmowing what was
going to hsppen., Now we can settle down much better.

"Ike (ch-25) will be able to rest eseier in » fow weeks 8B

{ne and needles right now pecsvuBe

. he will be 30 then. de is on p
go. sent back. it might have

of that dzaft board notice which Nelson
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been = notice telling him to report for indmction, Ike made a

vig mistake not nmotifying his draft board that he was chenkbgg his
job. There wag no resson for him to be afraid, &He got a work

relesge from Nelson Co, and he is 8till doing mechanic work, I

don't know why he negiectoa to send in the chsange of address, kLe

probsbly thought that kt would not meke mny difference anyway
ginee he hse been in 1%Z4 for sbomwt & year, I didn't tell Yuri
thet I thought it would serve him right for bekng 80 unegligent.
They put people in jail for things like that. It would be a
ghame if Ike were tsken now because he is 50 near to 80 years
of sge snd he hsas two childrém. Hie dreft bvosrd might get mad
and take him snywzy for not sending in hie lstest work address.
It would be hard on my sister if Ike were drafted mnow."

Megako made some "off the record" comments sbout how settled
she seemed to be getting during the pset yesr., She sald that she
wee petting to be in the kind of 1life she lived before the war
when she had limited contescts with the Japesnese, but she did
not wish to sdvertise thig fact becauee she thought that other
Hisei out hefe would resent it and think that they were deliberately
doipg it. But she added that it wes just inm the process of getting
roote here and not planned at sll.She skid that they belonged %0
the church, and Akl was dealing slmost entirely with "hajuhin”
trede now, And them her children sre well adjueted in school, =nd
‘they bring their friends home sll the time, Maseko has made
s mumber of soclal contaets through Bhe church, but she has not
been hble to work this group im with her smsll Nisei couple.

Although Mmsako did not reelize it, she is making s great
deal of progress towerds integretion and it is an unconscious
process., She did mske one point sbout how she my heve to decide
at some futuee time about whichk group she pr eferred to be with
all the time as she womld not hwve the time for two separate social




L

Charles Kikuchi ey My 24, 1945

groups., Bhe waes in hopes that eventually they would consolidate
and become one, The interesting point was that she ald not
seem to reslize how much the future of her daughters governed
hér sttitudes,Por herself, she doesn't mind a Jupancse community
but she does not want it for her dsughters.d he was quite proud
of the way in which the three girls were getting aceepted into
the schools. I asked her if she were téaching them Yapunese, biut
she sald tiat she Just did not have the time for it and she
did not think it was necespary."Beasldes, 1 know how much 1
disliked poing to a langusge school when I was young, and my
girle certainly would resent it if 4+ tried to keep them home
after school to tesch them Yapsnese., Akl doesn't thinmk it is thst
importsnt anyway." ' '
Tespite this seeming trend towards full integration, kKassko
did indicate that there were certain minor couflicts which
@isturbed her when she really got down to thinking sbout it,

For lostence, she¢ was concerned skout cutt#ing herself 6ff from

the Hisel becsuseé of some doubts about the futuze, Then in her
comments about Hisel soldi.rs, this ceme out rsther sharply,
"You know, all of those M.I, stuients st “nekling are going to
have an awfully hard time,They &1l be sent to oceupy Japan mnd
they might get stabbed in the back., The J spsnese people won't
like it when the Vigel soldicrs who are the same race sre put
over them. The Japanese people sre pretty proud, snd they are
going to put up a bitter fight for the reast of this war. They
won't give in us easily as the Okinawsns who really are not real
Japanese,

"suother thing is the Ca lifornia business.They are still
going to try and stir up the whole country and 1t might affect
ué out here., It's no we going back now from all the stories 1

‘to cut es 0ff sk s epparste gooup and
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thet will make it harder for ue."

The thing which impressed me about Mapako and her family
group was the degree of stability present, T hey mEe much more
gettled than the ms jority of the resettlers. T he things which
worry Massko mostly (except whenm I bring up other thingl)'are the
uevally things which 8ll housewives worry abaut: The rationing
problem, the prices of food, heslth probleme of her child:en,
school progrdss of the girls, how to re-srrange the house to
mske it more sttractive, ete. ete. These sre the things which
ghe talks sbout with her friends.

liowever, there is one thing which Bke iz worried sbout in
common with most of the Niseli who have faomilies left in the
¢enters, and that is the problem of getting the familise out
before the camps are closed, Massko hag no defini te plane
avout what to'do with her family, btut she has been discussing
1t with hexr sisters, I would say that Massko's and Xuri's
gamilies are much more settled than most of the people I have
intervi ewed ,There is not that restlessness or disorgsmization
present., They have thought things out in a sensible way and
they sre getiing away from the race congciouaness. They 18
eurprieing in the case of Yuri ae 1 thoupght that she was mjeh
more "eonservative.” Ike is a pretty stsble individusl smi he
seeus to work things out in an intelligents way. I expected this
of Aki because of his pre-war experiences. I guess it is the
infiuence of the inter-familial relatiomshipe which goes on,
Masako's picuture of her present life and problems follow in

detniled comments:
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"I'm all exeited today because this is Aki's last dey on the
job (£fully discussed later) end then I don't know what to do aboumt my
psrentg., 1 wss talking to mj younger siagter, Pumi, laat night and we
thbught that my parenis might go to the Seabrook Farm in Néw Jersey.
The only thiung ig lhaet the wages pald are very low, A Nisei friend
of ours came usck and he advised spminet sny Kihoyjim going out there,
They will just be farm workere end if they gel thrown out there won't
be any plsce for them to go, 4 don't know what my parente’ plans are
exactly vecwuse I haven't stressed relocetion o them very much, Akl
has been very undecided avout the dreft sud we didn't want to tske
any chances, My parents don't want U0 leave anyway. @nen they 4o
come out, sll of us will have to piteh in &nd toke care of them unles
they go to New Jersey., Mayvbe they won't be atle to save much money
out there, but at least they will be able to eal, Fumi EEZ is the
oune most worzled swout the femily vecause she is glugle yet. I don't
1ike to force my pesrents to leave the cmmp, but it ig vetter for the
kide who have to go to school but I don't think they ghould even Le
temporarily eplit from the perents. HHat if we should bring the kide
out and then find that we can' t pring the parentef Months snd months
may g0 by aud supvope 1f one of the parents got sick amd diedfY that
wotld be swful, I think the best plen ig to bring them out all at
once if we heve to and take our chances &ll togelher,

"{ son't know whet my perente want &8 they are so undecided, % 4
1 could go bsok to camp and talk to theum, 1 ihink that I could make
them Bee the light, But they sre so influenced by rumors now that
they éet unreasonable and we cen't guarantee that snything at sll,
The campe hsve to be closed eventually, but what does the ﬁﬁa expect
to 4o with 811 the old pedplef My dad is too old to work and gupport
g family, and a lot of people would ve in the pame fix a8 hé is. Ho

matter where the “ihonjine went, the old people wouldn't be able to
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work, The WRA will have fo put them on a recervation like the Ind-
ians, The nisel can't take the full mpex support for the 4sgei yet
hecause thinge asre so indefinite for us too.

"If 1 didn't heve this worryk, I thinmk that 1ife would be pretty
swooth for me ss8 I feel very settled ovt here, and it's Just like back
homeés I have my family to worry stout here znd I don't think atout
poing bagk %0 the coast 80 much., Msybe it iz becstuse the coast isn't
80 promisiung rigkl now, snd beoruse 4kl hes becn makineg s zood wage.,

-

W8 wanted 0 20 bsck to Cslifornis sll along up t0 zZoout 4 or 5

months aro Lut oow we don't thipk much of it so0 thet we have poate

poued it until after the war. dt¢'s much too risky now and we can't
be taking 3 ehildren all over the couvntry Jjust bLecauss we like¢ the
climate in California vetter,

"dt's golng to Le a worry sbout our economic position riow that
Aki is starting out on his own btucsiness. There mipght be EUme.re~
action if too msny Niseil went into business s8ll of a sudden out here,
You know Low it wae againet the Germens in the lust wer. As
ﬁrozrcPser'Lo the end, I 1ink that thexe will ve more feelingzg sgainast
the resettlere. &y hustend is juite enthusisstic cbouvt gtsrtineg out
on his own and ne doesn't worry sbout this at all., The main thing
with him is that he doean't like to work under others., Le hus boen
his Own boss for 80 meny yesre bvefore the wor #0 that he 12 plad now
thet he ie almost forced to o on hig own sgein, If ke went around
snd gotl another Jjob like the one he is holding now, it wovld b¢ the
gale thing all over apain »fter a wnile so I puese therc's no use im
nogtponing b;s business venture, Mayte it ig better for him to try
6nd get estailished on his own now thet ne hag = chance to do 18,

"Sometimes I certsinly worry about the futuvre, I was worried
moatly sbout the druft vefore, but nmow it louvks like he wou't be

btegen invo the Army even if he does go into his own businesa. 1 dom'l
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want hig to throw his woney ewsy in e businegs if ke can't give it a
fair trial.

'“houaing ig 8till & problem with us, but not a8 scete ss for
other Nigei. We don't nave encvgh room here, tut it's the veat that
we aen 40, OUur davphters gre prowing up 2¢ thut one room for them

Even then, our apartment ie s lot betier then most of
of my friende, end we have vought sll of our omn
furniture now. 4i'm psintine the bathroom right now sud there is
atil1l eome fixing vp to do, If we only haud another bedroom, I would

be cowpletely eatisfled. 1 cuees 4 cen't eomplain becsnee we nare
wore-fortznmte thar moet Higei, I feel sorry for those single Hisel
who have to live in some derk xoom im & éixty old kotel or spartment
Louse. Lhe Ffemily sroups get s 1ittle bieper pleces, but they have

their provlems too, VYur frienis Jjuet firm8 it i.uﬁasiule to gpet nice
enclrorments for their children as there ig no other place 10 nove;?

&
"We get slong very well with the landlord, g ghould because we
are menbers of his church, lev, Kelly haz potten a lot of vueinesa
for Aki throush the church membership, and we are thankful Toz that,
Every Tuesday evéening le the men'e night %o help flx ur the chureh,
ant Akl poee snd donates hils time., £He is dolup some electrical work
at the enurch this week. ZThie voluntary contritution of lebor pays
a8 lot of dividenis because my hupbend gets a lot of radlios O repair
trxough the church contacts, de bave also made frliends through the
ehvrch, %8 met one family theat heve Lecn aQ good to ve, They .ceme
and took us out for a ride lsst Sunday. +*he wen, Mr.Fevet, said that
he eould pet Aki s government job im the sipmal corpe, 4kl did apply
kipnd of a Job # few months ggo, Lut he was turnec oown be-
cauge of his encestry, ¥r. faust ie pre .ty certeln that ke c¢can zet
Aki ip now through his conneetion, Aki wente to try out hig own

pusiness Pirst eo he ien't interested at the present time,
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—

f_"Eveutualla wé will have to move L0 another house, tmt I'4

rather sta, in this neightorhocd. I sm thinking of reconverting

thig lsrge living room into two bedrocme for Yy daughters snd then we
could mensge qvite nicely., There seeme Lo be s féw more Japrnege mov-
ing in sround here tut not wsny, I've secn tome of them »¢ the store
wWhere 4 trsde tut 1t seexs that more 8r¢ gCing into the Wrishtwood
area sbout & blocke qomwi} "e are etill the only Bikonjin members in
our church though. I don't think much of the idea of sll the Nihone
Jive grovpins in oue church. Wby can't they g0 to the neighborhood
chvrchoe where they live instesnd of poing way merocs the elty just to
ke with other #ikonjin? <he Ioge! mude that migteke aué it might
tveén Leen necemssry rfor them because they didn't know the Zugligh
lengvapge 80 well, tut there's reelly no excure for the Nisel to gIoup
together like that Lecsuse they don't hove thet kind of hsuniicap,

They are juvet poing to meke it harder for themselves and it'e not ne-

eceary. dhst ie why I em vot inv favor of them erovoime inte one
district if they have th: chence to =presd out = iittles I wouldn't
even dere 1o walk down Vlark 5t, even in the dajy time, beganvge [
would get inmulted by those wild Nieei teys. I think that evestually
It will be jg;uful 1f they ai] pathered together in the slum diasriect.

"l don't wo1ry avont these eort of things very much becsuge I

reve 80 meny houvsehold problems to think abous. “y budget ia much
more rovtline than it was s few month ago, btnt 1f sets vpset onee in
& while for doetor billes, It ®till costs ue fvite & vit to live mnd
we pay (100 2 month for food alone. ¥y sleter Yvri dcesn't even
8pend ae much as 4 do ond ehe has more people. I don't eare what tbe
food price: are but I've pot to have my milk end vepetsbles and fruvis

~

for the children.
"

Iy other expensee sre not too prest. Sent {sg 240 e mont! and I

ebout v6 a monthk for uvtilities lLecetme we have eteam hest, i lry
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to save asbout 60 a moath or more for a reserve and 4+ don't like to
diy into 1it, Fortunstely we have a go0é savings from before the war
g0 we Won'l exgctly stmrve unlecs apf 10 yeaxr depression comes aiong.
"1l don't send =0 meny thioge to my femily iv esmp snywore ae
they are poing to have Lo resetile pretiy soom suyway and it's no uese
burdening them down with excees things. e don't go out for rearé#t-
ion toc often becswae + don't have aayone to look after my cﬁildréﬁf

gt night s8 Yuri doca. e Jjust 70 to Lthe movies several timee a

mouth end we waike socisl viszits with our friends. Clothing for the &3

gdsushtere is one of the tig dents in our pocketbooks, =verythling 1Bfﬂé
80 high and wy dsughiers grow out of thelr ¢lothes 80 Juickly. i3

must spend vetween w20 pmd +40 g month Just r ¢locthes for the 7 and
us, gud it nevor 2eems to end, guass that'a reslly not too much

for a family of five,

"The tiing I dresd ie thome doctor villa, Gosgh, sRo far I have
psid out B for dentel and doctor billes the paat two months, wvut 1t
ghould g0 cown., Yn, 4+ forgot that those toneilectomy mnre doming Lp.
We don'y cerry sny reguler insweance for oureelves out I've Leen
thipking st we shoulé take cut & form Of hoepltal ercup plsn for

own protection, Akl is meking & preti; good income now 80 wWe
be able to glfford it. Ha hak jen mship étwaen <E80 and
montk vut be bse been sversging about 100 a2 month extrp OB
Jou iu the eveninge and that is auite & nelp.

'We heve & pretty egood home life here and the children ocenpy
g 1ot. e dou't think that 1t's good to take thexm out oun week
niehte, but we veauslly o out on tvndeys. +he uhvrc} next door \is
the only orgsnization that Axi and I bzlong Lo snd we get s lot of
our scveinl life througk that. “e heven't joiued the YACL ouvt here
Lut what are they doinp pow? +hey came srouvnd snd asked us to joinm a

loesl chapter, bvut il seeme thel they have all e officere se-




74
Ccharles Likuchi Disry. 1 May 24, 1945

lected before they have the membership and we aren't interested in
that. ¥e don't even teke the fseific Citismen snymore 88 Our sub=-
seription ran out and we didn't bother to renmew it. I don't think the
JACL can 40 much ous here anyway 80 I can't go for iis promram.
"1t seews lhat ue.a:e cotting ourgeivee off from the Nibhonjlinm
ouvt here Juat like we were back homs. ikl poee Lo bridre parties
while with gome Kigei twt I don't., We seem to be petting
hakujin friends, and now Akl will start businese among them so
few countectes with the 4jagesi ¥lde © ur elose friends.
wotter that wsy I puesas g only Enow ato: 5 or 8§ Nieel

¢ouples out herc &ltho we have 2 nuaver of scivaintances whom we

geée Oceaaionally. i sati afied the way f I8 Are now and 4 doa’'s
o

i

feel the wrge for wore Jug ontacls 0 Enilaren and av Beks

takes up moet of my time mnyway and I couldn't te one of the societs
- < -

women éven if I wanted

"y davehters are certainly makine 2 lot of friends at school,

come here nl. Lh time after school or @lae they »0 viei ting 0

(]

friends' homce Yispne 13 the extrovert aud she bee 'too uclay*
On her repcrts. Kay is the bLest liked by the teaschers snd we get
compliwente sbout her. iy 3 dauvshtere bu) war stempe slong wiih all
of Lihe ehildren end they belong Lo the scheol eingiog clsass,
d like to teke piano leseouns bLut we don't have
3y arc¢ juet like the other little plrlas
once in & while, tut that is
have an, unpieasant incidents st all, There never hae Leen any recial

feellnes aralnst them snd they are no differcnt from the other childe
dren. 1'm gled noune of this uvely iseue of race comes up. <Lhia
Busger my oldest deuchter will be golng to the ehtrch auwmmer camp forx

A Gouple of weexe snd thsat will be a pood experience for her.

"You Koow, the children who come here never ask aaything about
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rege, Children are ususlly curioue uwut they never ask me what I am,
1t's the older people who mmke Lhe distinetion, In thies nelghbore
hood the feellnz has veen fine thouph. 35 ome of the Other mothers
drop in once lu a while to see me and 1 tell s few OF Lhew about camp
11fe, and thst i& the only time thatl we ever talk sbouvt what haopened
to us on sccount of our race. It'e ettty wood and we haven't had
the least bLit of difficrlty in our soein) edjvetment, I think that
it g particulerly good for my dswehtere se they heve lost the self-
consclouvenegs which they had gliebtly developed in camp.

i don't kunow much avout the Jepeneere sctivities out here be-
e¢s=uge I never sttend them. + think there iep much more of a Japanese
cowsunity down on (Clark ~t. even though I've never ueeu down there,

I hesr too many bsé rumors sbout it, <«uite = few Si{honjin are living
in this peneral district, btut & don't know eany 0f them personslly &x=-
cept wy sister end her family. +he few ﬁiéei friends that I do have
are living on the sorth eide, There hesn't besn a solid Japanese
cnm_ugit} ottt here, sud 4 don'’t know If that will ever come

sltho it seems t0 Le developinz all the time, cspecianlly wit:

those Ieasel comineg out here.

"sopt of my leleure time i epent in vielting my friends in the
nel ghornood ané secing my mister. Hipel friesnde visft uve occseion=-
ally sand we sec our c¢loaer friende on week-ende, Iin the evenlage I
help my eirls do thelr nomework once in s wnilé, and other éveninge 1
Bew if 1 get 1n the mo I resd lipht megakbmes once in & while and
I glance throvgh the Tribune every night, 1'm not inte:ested 1lu po-
1itica at all ovut I wounld like to know in peneral what is happening
a8 . go hsve repponeibilicy.. <fter i've peen cut here for a frll
yesr L'11 go down snd register to vote. Cee, 1 puess we're more

gettled nere than we think, I kvow we don't aresm sbout poing to

California s8 mueh a8 4 nsed to, It certaiml; looks like we may be
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here for & long time if Akl nmakes good in his vusiness,

"It doee look promising st times out hereo snd there i no use for
ue to go daching beck to “aliformie now if the situstion is not very
promising, I've atopped looking at the future too much altho I gueas
1 do it in terme of wmy ehildren once in & while. I hope that nothing
happene 2o that we will be prevented from piving them the tiinge they
ghould have, Akl ssje thet =e long 88 he doee good work in his buesi-
ness, he will be able to get new jouvs all alouz, but of course thers
ie such things ss prejudice ,et,

"4t looke like the war will last for jvite some montha yet. The
Vkinewsns aren't gny test case uLecause they mre different from the
main grouvp of Japeuese. 1 feel sorry for those Nisel who have
out to the Pacific for cecupation g8 they might get atabhed in
beck. I guess Jupan will getl conjunered sooner or later amltho s huge
logs of 1ife on woth sides will take place, I don't know what thia
iz poing ¢t o on our livee Lecsuse there mieht ve further halred
édirected

"We don't heve the security that we had before the war, but we
¢can't complein 100 much becsuse we have geined in seeing more of this
country and weoting different people. <couwomically we heve logt, but
it 18 possible to manke adjustménte almost any place in. this country
ag long asé the people sre half-wsy decent. I wovldn't want to live
in the gouth though sz they are rejudiced agsinet the legroes and

they would tzy to trest ue in the ssme way."

o




