Interviewer's code

Buster Kawano

Lester Kimurs (pswmed.)
—Cross Ref., CH=-45, CH-46)

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview Aug. 7, 1944

1, Case number CH=-47 2, Sexy M) F

4. Present address 6021 S, Harper

Interviewer

C. Kikuchi

Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
February, 1944 (Revised)

Entered
Feb, '44

3+ Marital state M (D W 0

Left

5. Later addresses

Birthplace Seattle

Alien or Citizen Citizen
Addresses between Dec., 1, 1941 and evacuation

(a) Los Angeles
(b)

Assembly Center Santa Anita

Relocation Center _Rohwer

Addresses since leaving Relocation Center
(prior to "present address")
(a)  Montana (seasonal leave)

Date
1

T« Birthdate

11-24-24

9, lisei, Kibei or Issei

Nisei

Entered

Date
1 1932

Left
1942

May '42

Oct,

142

Entered
Beb, 143

Left
Oct.'43

Hohwer

Qect.'43

Jan, '44

4%rd & Drexel, Chicago

Jen, 144

Feb,'44 -~

Family members living together on December 1, 1941,

Relationship to

Resettler Age Sex Birthplace

Occupation

Religion

(a) Father 58 Japan

WhlSe Produce

Christian

"

(b) Mother 52

Housewife

Buddlist

(¢) Richara

24 Seattle
"

Helped fTather

ChriStian
"

(d) Rose 22

Unemployed

"

(e) Ruth ¥

Student

n

"

(f) Buster 19

Nursery-gardene

™ "

n

() Tune 17

Student

"

bi

i |2 e | =

(h) Betty 14

Student

"

(1)

(3)




i
15, That members of family listed in 14 evacuated together to Assembly Center?
Give symbols #14

What other related persons?

Relationship

to Resettler

(a) Rose's husband
(v) Uncle

(c)_Aunt
(d)_Cousin

e
(£)
16.

Occupation
(as of Decs 1, 1941)

Whlse Prod, clerk

Age
24

Birthplace

/hat members listed in 14 or 15 above went together to Relocation Project?
Give symbols  #14 except Hose and husband

What other related persons?

Relationship
to Resettler

Occupation

Age Sex Birthplace (as of Dece 1, 1941)

Family members living together in Chicago
Address
symbol

(see 13)

Occupation
(at date of

interview)

Relationship
to Resettler

ind CH-46)

Entered Left
See; (CH-45

Age Birthplace

18+ FEducational history of ressttler

Grammar schools (neme and location)

Ninth St. Sohool. Lld,
San Pedro St' bChOOl, I‘.a.;o

Dates
1950-32
1052-56

Dates

Grade completed
3nd

6th

High schools (name and location) Grade completed

John Adams Jr. High, L,A.

1936-58

8th

lafavette Jr. High, L.A.

1938-39

9th

Jefferson High, L.,A,

1659-40

10th

{quit)

Colleges, universities and vocational
schools, (name and location)

Dates

Grade

completed

Degree

Attendance at Japanese language
school, location

__None




WG

19, Occupational history (begin with first job). lNote periods of unemployment
. by entering dates continuously and writing "unemp" in Job column to cover
such periods. Include employment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project
and continue with employment since resettling. - Reason
Dates Ave, mo. | for ter=
From Te Nature of job | Type of industry | Location| wages mination

194041941 [ Helped fathe $5 wk [ quit
i8/41 | Machanic helper (3 mo.) | &t&lﬁ_ﬂg
= 2 | Nuserv-cgrdener Gued, 20 _wk

unemplloyed until ewacuation
5/42 | Camouflage ndt (1 wk) WCCA cdnte Anith fired
16 /4% | Mess hall dighwasher " "
unemploved until Ogt, '42

-10/42] Cook (& wk WRA Center onwer quit
-1/43 | Lumberjack 4 i ud
}10/43 | Seasonal worker Montana | $80 mo.
-1/44 | Refrigeration Ass't. Rohwer $16

15/44 | Paper wreppet HP Smith Co. [Chicago B6e hr $HO wk

6/44 | went back to|camp for visit ds folks going to| fule lake
Unemploved '

. 20. Political activities
. Dates Voted in what elections For what party

Never vot nder 'age




47. Buster Susumu Kawana WRA Form 26 900,802

Rohwer 10/7/42
Santa Anita 5/7/42
807 East 24th Street, Los Angeles, Calif,
Kawana, Chojiro Roy Japan
Morio, Mitsuyo Japan
. U.8. Wholesale Prod. e chant Abroad farmer
Grammar school, San Pedrd, Calif. 9/34 to 6/37
Junior high,Lafayette 9/37 to 6/40
High school, Jefferson 9/40 to 1/42 (not completed)
7a. None ‘
8. None
12. 67% 130 1bs.
13. Dental care
18. Single
19. Son
20. 11/5/24
23. Yes
24, High 3
25. No Japanese
27 . Swamper
27a,-==- ]
28. 11/42 Rohwer, WRA Power Saw $16 mo.
11742 te 11/42 * Lumper jack 16 mo.
10/42 to 10/42 ® Cook's Help 16 mo.,
4/42 to 4/42 Santa Anita, WCCA Dish-washer  $8 mo.
6/39 to 9/42 K. Kawano, Wholesale Veg. Produce, L.A. Helper ----
20. ---
30. Christian

Buster's father, Chojiro Roy Kawana

same
same
same
Kawana, Shingo Japan
Kawana, Yoshli Japan
Sa, Abroad farmer :
7. Grammar school, Koharada, Japan, 1892 to 1896
Junior high, Koriyama, Japan, 1886 to 1901
7a. Sports
8. Japan 7/87 to 1908; 2/17 to 5/17
12. 65 140 1bs. :
13. No physical defects
18. Married
19. Head
20. 7/24/87
23. No
24, Jr, High 5
25. Speaks English
27. Livestock farmer
27a. Angler
28. 10/42 Rohwer, WRA Porter $16 mo.
9/41 to 4/42 Self. employed, Wholesale Produce, L.A, $500 mo.
9/24 to 6/31 " " kitchen ware, Seattle i
2/12 to 6/24 " " Livestock, E1l Centro, Owner and Mgr. ---




Buster's father, Chojiro Roy Kawana, continued

29. Hobby: Fishing
0.P, Livestock Indastry
30, Buddhist

Buster's mother, Mitsuyo Kawana

2. same

3. same

4. same

5. Morio, Tsunetaka Japan
Oyori, Tsuruyo Japan

S5a. Abroad Police Serg.

7. Grammasr school, Sappora, Japan, 1898 to 1902
Junior high, Sappora, Japan, 1902 to 1906
High school, Hakusei, Japan, 1906 to 1908
Business school, Bookkeeping, Japan, 1908 to 1909

7a. Sewing

8. Japan 1890 to 1917

12. 60 108 1bs.

13. No physical defects

18, Married

19, Wife

20. 10/26/90

25. No

24, High 2; Bus. sch, 1

25. No English

27, ---

27a. Dressmaker

28. None

29. Sewing, book reading

30, Christlian

Buster's brother, Richard Takao Kawana

2. same
3. same
4. same
5. Kawana, Chojiro Roy Japan
Morio, Mitsuyo Mary Japan
S5a, U.S. Wholesale Mdse. Abroad Student
7. Grammar school, 9th Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 9/10/26 to 6/32
Junior high, Lafayette, L.A., 9/32 to 6/35
High school, Polytechnic 9/35 to 6/38
7a. None
8. None
12. 65 135 1lbs,
13. Would like teeth attended to. No physical defect.
18. Single
19. Son
20. 5/14/19




Buster's brother, Richard Takao Kawana, continued

23. No
24, High 4
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Sales clerk
27a. Wood worker
28. 10/42 Rohwer Commissary Swamper Load and unload trucks
7/42 to 8/42 Santa Anita Camouflage weaver
6/41 to 5/42 Greenside Fruit Co. Swamper
L.A. (Whlse)
11/40 to 6/41 Shipping Bag Market Salesclerk
Monterey Park, L.A.
29, Sports-woodcraft-music
30, None

Buster's sister, Ruth Hanayo Kawana

2. same
3. same
4, same
5. same
Sa. same
7. Grammar, San Pedro St., L.A. 9/28 to ?/54
Junior high, LaFayette, L.A., 9/34 to 6/37
High school, Polytechnie, L.A. 9/37 to 6/40
Business school, Metropolitan, L.A., 9/41 to 2/42
Wh. Japanese school, 5 years
8. None
12. 643 105 1lbs,
13. Bad eyes; would like eyes attended to
18. Single
19. Daughter
20, 2/26/22
28, Yes
24. High 4
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Bead stringer
27a. stenographer
28, 10/42 Rohwer WRA Secretary to Mr. Walls 16 mo.
6/42 to 10/42 Santa Anita  Mess Waitress  $8 mo.
2/42 to 5/42 Calif. Treasures 8th and Hill Making necklaces $16 wk.
29. None
30. None

Buster's sister, Jane Kazuko Kawana

2. same

3. same

4, same

5. same

Sa. same

7. Grammar school, 28th St. 1933 to 2/1939
Junior high, Lafayette Jr. Hi. 1939 to 1942

Japanese schooling, 7 yr.




Buster's sister, Jane Kazuko Kawana, continued

8. None

12. 61 98 lba,

13. No major physical defect. Dental care.
18, Single

19. Daughter

20. 3/11/27

23. Yes

24. High 2

25. Speaks Japanese

27. ---

27a. Hand knitter

28. 8/42 to 10/42 Santa Anita, WCCA Waltress $8 mo.

Student
29. Hobby: Knltting
30. Protestant

Buster's sister, Eiko Kawana

2. same
3. same
4., same
5. same
5a, same
7. Grammar school, San Pedro, L.A., 9/35 to 6/41
Junior high, Lafayette, 9/41 to 4/42
78 ,===
8. None
12. 62 110 1bs.
13. No physical defects
18, Single
19. Daughter
20. 12/19/29
23. Yes
24. Elementary 8
25. Speaks Japanese
27, ---
27a ,---
28, ---
29. Hobby: Sports
0.P, Attend school
30. Protestant-Christian




Evacuation & Resettlement Study
Charles Kikuchi Léster Kimura (pseud.)ﬂﬂxﬁ??)

Chicago, Illinois Cross Ref,: CH=45, CH=46
cepte 6, 1044

Lester Kimura, 19, is the third
of the group of boys living together,
He was unemployed during the time of
the interview, This case Lllustrates
the disorranized pattern of a young
individual who is quite uncertain
about his simes in life, 8Some pre=-
vious comments have been made about

-him in the eases c¢ited above, partie
sularly in Cli=45,




Lester Ximura, 19, was born in Secattle on November 24, 1024,
When he was 8 years 0ld his family moved %o Los ingeles and he
remained there until the evacuation, Lester want with his family
to the Zanta Anita Assembly Center in May, 1942, and in October

of the same year he wae sent to the Rohwer relocation center,

In February, 12473, lLester received a scasonal leave to go work

on a farm in Yontena, He 4id this work for about 8 months before
returning to Rohwer, in October, 104Z, In Jenuary, 1744 he re-
settled to Chicagzo. For about & month he lived at 43rd and
Drexel, Chisago and then he moved to his present apartment on
Harper Ave. with Sus and Barry,

Lester comes from a fairly large femily, His father, 08,
wes the owner of & wholesale produce compeny in los éngeles bee
fore the wer, His older brother, Hichard, 24, helped his father
in this business, His sister, Hose, 22, was unsmployed while
Ruth, 21, was a student, Dester quit school before the #ar and
he wae working in & nursery. The two younger children, June,
17, end Eetty, 14, were still in school, 7The ages listed above
are their present aces, The prrents, Kichard and Betty repatrie

1

ated during the segregation program and they are now in Tule Lake,
June, 17, refused to go alonz so that she is staying with one of
her married sister in camp. FEuster is the only member of the
contacts with his
femily ere definitely cut off, Thias factor may have contributed
to his present disorganization,
lester quit hisgh school in 1940 when he was in the 10th

grade. He received most of his education in the Los Angeles

school system, beginning in 1950, He has never attended a Japan=-
2




Bse langusge school,

Lester's whole worlt experience has been in unskilled jobs,
He helped his father in the wholessale produce business for about
a year after quitting school., He received a salary of $° a week
for this work, He quit to become a mechanic's helper for 3 weeks
at 710 to %16 e week, depending on the rush of business. Tn
August, 1941, he went to Cuedelupe to work in a nursery st /20 a
weex, He returned home in January, 1942, after the outbreuk of
the war and he wae unemployed until the evacuation, At fante
&nite Assemb.y Center Lester worked for one week on the camou-
flage net project but was fired from this job for causing too
mach disturbance, He then worked for a short time as a dish
washer in the meéss hall and then he beoane unemployed until he
went to the relocation center.

A% Lohwer Lester worked for 3 weeks as & cook but he quit
this job to become & lumber jack on the projeet on November, 1942,
In February, 1943, he went to Montana and for the followinz 8

months he worked as a seasonal laborer for an average of around

v80 & month, Upon his return to hohwer he worked as a refriger=-

ation assistant for 3 months, He then came to Chicago at the
beginning of this yeaf’an{ worked for 6 months as a paper wrapper
at H,Bs Sgith Conpany, He received 66¢ an hour and he was able
to clear approximately {40 a week when he worked steadily, Then
he returned to canp for a short period in order to see his family
ior the last time before they were sent to Tule Lake., ©Since roe
turning in June, Lester has been unemployed and he hag no intene
tion of seeking a job until his financial resourcec were come

pletely exhausteds The interviewer has not seen this individual




since the last interview in mid-iugust.

Lester may be technically desoribed as & zoot suiter, He is
the most fastidious in olothing emong *hw his room-mates, He is
very proud of his made-to-order suits and draped pants, In per=
sonality Lester is rather quiet except under the influence of
liguor when he is much more talkative., lie hes deep inferiority
feellngs snd he is extremely race conscious., He has no immediate
ambitions for the future because he feecls that the draft is ime

pending., He does not cere for the post-war period as he pessi=-

mistically believee that he will not return alive if drafted into

the service. Lester hes no speeisal skills so that he does not
know what he would like to do as an ocoupation, He is not intere
ésted in further education. His primary intereste seem to be in
having as much money as possible, making female aequaintences,
and eex sotivities, He does worry about his i esent position
eltho he will not readily edmit this. Lester attempts to put on
a self-assured front but during the interviews he indigated in
many ways that he wes most confused and uncertain about his DIee
sent position and he did not know what to do about it. Xe has
been attempting to escape the issue by plunging into the other
activities in which he has been engaged for the past 2 months,
Someé pioture of thie ectivity was indicated in the two previous
case documents.

Lester 1s of medium height and good looking in appearance so
thet he readily mekes friends with a number of resettled Nisel
girls out here. However, he is more interested in gambling at
the present time, except for certein types of girlse 4 dotalled

accountak of Lester's own life story follows:




"I don't know very much about my old man, I don't even

know where he was born except that it was some place in Japan,

He came to California when he was around 17 years old., I guess
that he came %o make sorie money so that he coculd get married and
go back to Japan. lithen ny father first came here he got a job

as a house=boy and after that he went up to Vashington and worked
as & partner (recruiting Jepanese workers) for the Great Northern
Réilroad in Seattle. Years later he bought a lot of Chinaware
and other oriental goods and he sturted & sotre of his own, It

didn't turn out so good soc that he started a grocery store after

that, This failed tcec so he got himself a little farm and beocams

a farmer to sell produce in feattle,

"My father went beck %o Japan about 35 yeers sgo and he got
married, He brought my mother beck to the farm and all of us
kids were born there, I don't remember uch about living up in
Washington beeause I was young when I left, Aifter we were all
born, ny father moved the family to Los Angeles, 1le started
right in on the wholesale produce business and he was there until
the war broke out, I puese he did falrly well as he didn't go
broke anymore.

"I don't know nothing at all about my mother's femily. I
think her foks were kind of rich, Ve never were rich, Vhen dad
started in on the wholesale business, things were pretty good for
& while and we lived above the average. But a whole lot of other
Japanese markets started up and there was so much competition
that things got slower and slowers You know how it is when all
of the Japanese start to go into the same business, By the time

this war broke out things were pretty low in my faether's business,




He had bought a lot of things for our house Just before the war,
This was all lost when we had to get rid of 1% for evacuation,

So my father got pretty sore about that, He's been mad about that
ever since and the more the old folks &alked about it in camp the
madder he got, Maybe that's the reason why he decided to go dack
to the old country when they asked if he wanted to repatriate to
Tule leke,

"When my father was unmarried he used to drink and get drunk
all the time but he quit drinking while I was still pretty young.
He used to make pe work gll the time soc I thouzht he wes pretty
mean. Once in & while he got med at me and would hit me with

his open hand and then bewl me out, He never showed to me that

he was 8 resl Tather like the other kide had. I nover went out

on fishing and camping trips with him, All he thought of was
work, He never changed at all until he got to camp, Then he got
into a sort of second c¢hildhood and he played around with the
other old men and he didn't have so many worries so that he kidded
around much more, We had a much bettcr time in the family then
because he wasn't so sour, He only =zot sour when he thought about
all he lost in the evacuation,

"I guess nmy old man was okay to my mother and he never had a
big fight with her, I hardly used to talk to my father as I never
was cloge to him g0 I really don't kanow what he really was like,
My Tather used to never cive me any money beeunuse he thought 1t
was wrong to squander money. The only time I got sny was when my
handed it cut., Iven vhen I got & lot older my old man wouldn't
glve me any money to go out on dates with, My mother was the

kindest to me, Che really wes religlous and she gave me a lot




lebturea but I didn't care about that, ©She was Buddhist but all

the rest of the famlly was Christian, +~he never tried to get me
religious because I didn't like that stulf, I didn't want to be
a goody=goody boy because it didn't suit me,

"Ever since I was 12, I used to have to work all the time to
help the family. I would help my father all summer long when the
other kKids played around, In the winter time I went to school btut
I also had %o help morning and night. It was all my old man's
fault becauss he made me do it. My sisters used to treat me good
and I got along with then, I never had any Blg fighte with ny
brotheraxeither altho Xhex didn't like some of the things I dld.
He used %o stiek with the family more and he never played around,
I used to be able to go out of the house any time I wanted to
because my mother knew that it was no use trying to keep me

locked ups L'y old man wae very strict at first but he got so he

~

~-

didn't care sny more. He was striect at certain times. I remembder
he wanted me to o to Japanese wehool onee but I just ditched so

I never went to any of these classes, My older brother and slse
ters went because they didn't want to get into a fight with the
old man about 1t,

"At home I sroke broken Japanese and ny younger sisters did
the same, but my older brother and sisters ualways spoke Japanese
to my parents. Ve just spoke Znglish when we telked to each
other because I didn't know hardly any of thaet langua e, e Ble
ways ate Japaness food Wt I didn't mind that. My folks never
used to give me many lecturee about Japens I know that my mother

wanted to go back but we didn't have enough money to do that, My

old man wanted to send some of us to Japan Tor an education be=




cause the others did that dbut we dldn't have enough money for
that, My mother tried to help by teaching us at home and we
learned a lot of Japenese customs but 1t neyer sunk into my head
very much, I only dfd it beccuse it wes to avoid an argument
with my old man, He always seid I was disrespectful, We were

told to bow down to the older people and things like that. I aid

some of these things out of habilt but I doArt know what they

meant.’]

'My father always did want to go back to Japen but I don't

<now the reason why. I guess he wants to die out there because
my mother said once that if they ever died here it was up to us
kids %0 see that they were chipped back to their home town in
Japan. I don't know the reason why they do that., 4fter the ree
gletration in cemp my father decided to replitriate and he went to
Tule Lake with my mother, older brother and youncer sister, Yy
other sisters got married and one of shem is taking cere of Jene
who didn't went to go and leave her friends. I'm out here on ny
own now and I don't heve to worry about the family because I'11
probably never cee them again, My father wanted the whole Tamily
to stick together and go to Tule Lalke with them but none of us
older itdde wanted to 20s I just told them that I didn't went to
g0 as I didn'i feel l1like beinc sent to Japan., I don't know nothe
ing about it over there so I prefer to stick around, My oldest
brother was always close to my old man and ny folks figured that
one boy in the family had to go %o help them make & living in
Jepan so he went with them, I probably would have had to @o with
the folks if he didn't go, but I don't thini I would have liked

it very much, I'm more used to things around here,




"In Los 4ngeles we rented a whole house of our own., At Tirst
we were living on Tenth %, for about 8 years after we came down
from Seattle, Then we moved up to 2lst St, and that was near San
Pedro 2t. Te lived there for 5 years and after that we moved up
to 24th st., wherec we stayed until the war sterted. None of these
pkaces where we lived was in a Japunese community,. iwo blocks
away from us there was a colored distriet, A lot of hakujin and
Mexican people lived around us every time, My fauther never bee
longed to any of the Japsnese clubs in 1,4, as far es I know of,
He 414 most of his buciness with the lerge wholesale housa and he
sold things to anybody whe ceme along. It was mostly Caucasian
people., I owned two stcolls in the market where they seold all the
produce,

"Up in feattle I remember we used to live near some Jepanese

1

and that was the only time, I don't know nery much of my life up

[
there except that I broke my arm one time, fotnr coning to Los
Angeles I remember more things thet happened to me., I went to 9th
St., school first of all, It was just like any other school and I
just want through it with the rest of the kids. I elways used
forget where ny classroom was so I began to cut ny elasses for
while even when I was in the second or third grade, I puess I
never had too much taste for school beoszuse I didn
we moved over to San Pedro ~t. I used to geot aléngz pretiy good

%

everyone and I had a lot of fun in school,

*That time I behaved nyself and I was made the flaas hoys This

wag an hour for the kidex because the whole school had to salute

the flag £ in front of us while we put it up. One day I broke my

arn again so I couldn't raise the fhag anymore and that was a dis-




appointment, It took me e&ix months to get well and they didn't
want me to be flag boy any more becsuse another hoy had the honor.
I stayed out of classes so I failed in my courses that year, I
never played with nisel boys at school as ny best pal was Chinese,
He was born in L.is s0o he wes not a real Chinese,

"When I moved over to the John sdams junior high, I had a
lot of hakujin {riends. It was a very strict sehool and the stue
dies were hards I attended there for 2 years and that was when I

gsterted to go around with the Mexican boys., I didn't like the

school 8o much so I transferred to Lafayette junior high after

that end I graduated from junior high in 138E¢,

"It was after that that I started to get bad., I guess it was
because I was influenced by my pals, I went around with a lot of
Mexican guys and we would diteh school every time, We jJjust went
around downtown and we stole all kinds ol things that we wanted,
fhcn I was about 12 years old I got cauzht the rirst time, I wes
with & booechie friend that timex and I should have known better
than to 2o steal something with & timid guy like that, The cops
cam@ around and told my mother and she was very ashamed of me,

Vy old man raised the roof but he didn't hit me. 4 little later

Loy
| ¥

the same Jepenece Ruy went out and stole (30 from another Japane
I helped him spend all this money up. The Japanese man

that he stole the money irom got wise and he told my mother so

that she brousht me over there with here I dldn't understand what

was zoing on or what was said but there was alot of argument

about who was the thief. It wmx cnded up with me beilng acoused

of stealing the money becasuce I didn't know what was said so I

couldn't defend myself, <he man didn't do nothing exeept tell my




flolks to repay the m ney:>>

"One of the reasons why we moved to 21st St, after that wes
80 that I could get away from the club of boys I went around
wWith, but I got in with another Mexiean boys'! group in the new
neighborhood. I zot slong pretty good with them because I knew
how %o do & lot of things they did. Ye zot a club house of our
own eand we began to steal bicyeles, ocur gangs nust have =tolen
150 bleyecles in all and we would sell them or take then apart
in the club house and store it awaey., Ve would just go up to any

4

bleyele that was parked in another part of the ceity and ride
away with it. I wos only 14 years old then,
Q/;Pretty soon we started to go downtown to do shoplifting on
a bigeer senle. We stole everyt ing we cculd get our hands on
because the Buys looked up to you if you could et away with exe
pensive thinge. We would also go alons and strip all parked ears
and then sell these parts to the junk nman, Som-times we would
~
Jjust 20 and seratech th: with our Kknives and then run uw;y}/>
There were about 15 Mexican boys in our zenc and I was the only
Nisels I was one of the oldest guys in the clud so they ucsed to
kind of take orders from me, I never did have to have a fight
with any of them to see who would be the leader beeause 2 or 3 of
us ran the olub., Those guys could really fisht and they began to
carry knives around with them.
"Pretty soon I decided to go in for more big time things so

I guit the gang. I started to go sround with one Mexiean friend

and we began to bresk into little storfF{] Cne tinme we broke into

the elly school eand we got a set of master keys for slmost every

school 1in the city., That time we went all around the cleaned UDe




We took paper, pencils, pen=points and everything like that,
"Then one time we were caught breaking into o store, Ve
were taken to the City Hall and they finger-printed us and every-
thing., Ve had to zo to the Central Jail and they lined us up and

took our pletures. ‘e were booked at the Garfield 5%, jJail, I
wes sent to the Juvenile Court home for a week before my old men
got me outs They szild I was on triel end if I behaved myself I

would not be put into thet place age in,

"My folks were pretty sore sbout this and they wouldn't let
me go out of the house at all for a while, 4hey said I was on
probation so they had to keep & close eye on me so I wouldn't
get into trouble anymore, I started to go back to school when
all of a sudden ny Mexican iriemnds squealed and told about all of
the other places we had robbed, I was sitting in the olassroom
when the detective came to school and got me, They took me rigcht
home and he started to search the house and he found a lot of
stolen things hidden around., 41l of the school supplies that we

in our basement., I had about w200 worth of fancy Xmas
end birthday ccrds that we had stole whole boxes of {from the
ores, They just ook me to jail and I had another trisl in the
Tuvenile Court.

"The wonman Jjudge wanted to send me to & reform school but

ehe Tinally decided to give me another ohance because my folks

said that they would see that I bshaved. I was ashamed bagause
my folkes were so lurt and I sort of strightened out after that.
I didn't do nothing for a while but go to school and I kept asway
from my Mexican pals, a&aflter a few months one of my Mexiean

friends stole ' 00 some place and he wanted to take me out for a




good time. Ve Just went out end we had a big time spending a lot
ol money to buy anything we wanted. The Mexican guy was ab ut 21
and he got noccused of stealing this money a week later, He went
to jail but he didn't squeal on me.
"All this time my nother was ziving me lectures about being
cod boys ©She would tell me tha her Niseil boy didn't get
trouble like I did [ didn't think I was being bed except
when I stole things once in a w ) y Tather never said much

becsuse he wrs pretty disgusted with me The rest of the fanmily

never saild nothing. L rnmother made me pronise to quit zoing

around with the Wexlcan boys so I decided toc reforme I had an
¥mx Italisn friend who owned an automobile and he would take me
all around with him just to ride« There was one other lMNexican
boy who went arcound with ue end we never stole or anything like
that., Iwas 17 then and it wes Just before the

"I continued school at Lafayette Junior hish during ell this
time when I was first cetting into trouble, I played around quite
@ bit there and I never studied, There were a lot of Niseli kids

that schiool but I never went around with them as they
lived a long wey Trom my neighborhoods \”:\-.il of the Los angeles
bad Nisel boys went to that sehool and a lot of them got into
trouble Just like me., 4‘hey would quit school and hardly sny of
then gradusted from high ¢ chool.j}

"l was put into a speciel homé room as I hed trouble with
the teacher and I made her cry once., I eouldn't gzo to any of
the nssemblies and I had to graduate in the prineipalt's offic
they wouldn't let me 20 out on the stoge with the rest of the

class. They said 4+ d@eserve this honor for heing sc bad in schools




"After that I started %o go to Jefferson high school and I
took it easy thers, I took an #ndustrial course and I did pretty

goods I never studied or took notes of what the tescher wes say=

=
ing. &t gym I never stripped down with the other kids. I fguess

it wes because I was so skinny that I didn't like the other guys
to make fun of ne ihat's why I tried to get bu'lt up clothes
and I began to pay & lot of attention to things I wore, I
learned how to drees from the Mexiean kide bhecsuse they reclly
knew hovw to be elessy. Thev ha drapes' (zoot sulte) way before
the Nisel heard of such things, ¥

"I didn't have any interest in my ccurses and that's
falled., I.was aluaye being sent up to the principal!:
cause I ocut ny classes so much. It wasn't e actly ny
I 20t sleepy. 1 was helping my father early in the mom

come to school late a lot of that on ascount of that, I
would get sleepy in eclass so I begen io ocut two or three times

Fiv

week, The school principal got mad at this so he finsllwy

to quit at the end of the first yeaY and go to continuation high,
They seid that I had to 2o to the Metrepolitan hizh school for ¢
hours a week until I was 18 and I never did this. My folks didn't
know the difference, %he school used to send a truent officer to
ny house every 2 or & months but I never paid any attention to
them, They couldn't tulk to my parents very well as

didn't speak English that good. U: ually I was the only one who
talked to the truant officer and I would make a lot of promises
about going to school whieh I didn't kuep.j

"1 was interested in building up a 'souped-up! car, as I

knew a Mexican guy who owned a hopped=up e¢ar and ever-one used to







we would get into a big gang fight, but I never got into one of
those brawls where they used knives. Ve were a young guys and
only the older guys @id that. I never drank whiskey before the
war but I was only 15 when I went up to the whore house the first
time, 1 began to wear zoot sults and @&rapes from about 1240 as
all of the Mexican suys were doing it.

"ifter working for my dad for quite a while I got a job as
sort of a mechanic's helper in Mey, 1941, This cave me a chance
to work on my own car. I was working for a Chinese guy and he

specladize in making up hopped up cers to sell so I helped
him., Ve used to buy a lot of tires for these cars and we had
quite a few of them when the war started.
ing came along we made qulte a bit of money
used to buy old tires for 50c and then retread them with some
lueing rubber on the vulcanizer and then resell then for $7.00.
When the evacuation firststarted I went around with this Chinese
suy and we bought up ell kinds of cars from the Jepanese, I
would tell him about the Nihonjin who wanted to sell their ocurs
commission for each sale made, I only worked
for the garage but I used to stick around there

even when I had nother job,

I went out to Guadelupe to work in a nursery in dugust,

B

17241 a8 my brother-in-law was out there, Iy folks

go because they thought the chance would make me settle down. I
didn't care so much anyway. 115 n easy job as all we did was
to plant flowers. ‘e lived way up on the farm and went to town
on.iy once a week., On those days we Juat went to & show as I

didn't know enyone up in the country. I sure did niss L.ie. I was




used to going to whore houses but there was no place like that up
in Guadedupe,

"In L.4e there used to be a certain alley where the white
girls hung around all the time and I used to go out there ewery
week with the Mexican boys. Ve were only about 15 when we first
started to go., I Temember we got a 13 year old white girl once
and five Méxean boys and I took her in the alley snd lsid her,
Then she brought her 17 year old sister with her, 4fter that
there used to be all kinds of girls who hung around there. I
used to see one Nisei . irl too but I never got close to
Most Nisei never saw such things but the Mexican fellows got
around when they were pretty young,

"I had geod training at home and it waen't my fault that I

got bad. went to church regularly until I was 12 years old,

o+

They even gave me a Bible to read but I eased off on that kind of
stuff after I started to go around with my pals, It was & Japane
ese chureh that . nt t I only knew vory few
of them were real good friends of mine. I never went arcund bee
ing pals with any of ile: because I didn't know them thet well,
dhe main reason for thic was that I just didn't live cround them,
I never knew anything about boochie dances as I alwavs went to
the Mexican ones to hangz around.

"I got interested in girls when I was about 15 and the
can guys and I woul Just pick them up in the shows., Those
Yexican girls really liked to be loved ups. They never said snye
thing to me if I started to play around., I never was conscious
of race before the war and I didn't know what it was oll sbout

until they s:id we had to evecuates I only knew one Nisei girl




before the war,

#While I was in high scheol I went around with a Nisel girl
for & while but she was' older than I. She quit me after a month
when I got hot for her. It was the first time I ever took a
boochie girl out and I didn't know how to aet around them as they

were different ffon the Mexican girls I !new, I rcuess I didn't

know how to behave right and that's the reason Why we broke upg

idn't go with another boochie girl until I went to eamp,

"I never gave the boochie kids a thought as I didn't seem to
do the same things that they did. I Just didn't care for them as
they scemed to be too quiet and all they were interestedin was
basketball, wought too much of a rowdy I didn'*t
belong to eny Nisel clubs at all before the I found that I
couldn't speaX any Japanese except toc ry nother because I had
never gone to a Japanese sehool like the rest
47

A
e

'My older brother wes @ quliet and

worked all the time so that he never pleyed around,
stayed around home to help the folke out I never paid

tention to himx as ho was different from me sand I had my own

I never had trouble getting along with my sisters as

they alwavs stuck up for me when my older brother said I was bad,
My folks wanted me to do too mubh of that Japanese stuff and I
didn't like to follow i1 after I got into high school, My »uw
brother just did everything he waes told end he thought I should do
the same thing.

"When my older sister wanted to et married my folkes objeoted

so much that she had to elope, YWe didn't go through any of that




baishakunin stuff when nmy sedond sister got married either bee

ceuse she didn't want it,

il wesn't any worse than e lot of kide

but mome of the Japancese seem to think I was terrible,

"Just before the war I wasn't sure of what I wanted,

taken meochaniocal drafting in high

the best,

I think I would had

the not start.

war did

further education, I

That

some aay but that was

be leaving Los ingeles,

3 %y

out about Pearl Harbor until I

iidn't care sbout it at all

nlaylng around,

sc he decided to go back to

sfter I gc ne I kept goin

-

his car just like before and I

var, curfew or anythine they

when

the cops

stood there and the cops

in to arrest a counle of

"ify friend and I used

places every night, I

they told me that the Japane:ze

ing as I thouzht I would never

to sut

20 Y00,

kept doing everyting I had done before,

I thought that I could
kept on doing

I definitely
liked redio

only

n Guadalupe when

as
My brother-in-law
Los

tIrrounag

Salds
place,
didn't

g L
vMexicar

never t ought anything

had to evacuate, I had a

I had

school and I liked that course

use it to work on asutoriobiles,

sone kind of automobile work if

was not interested in

€L‘1}f
work and 4 thousht I gight do

a drean, never thoucht I would

he arted, I didn't find

saw head. es in the newspapers,

8 1 interested more in

sorried about the femily

Angeles so went back with them,

wikh ny Itslian friend in

1ever paid attention to the

ATLY

at a Mexican dance once

was about nmidni<ht and I Just

look at me,

They just ocame
they were looking for,

8 Up Hollywood and other

about the Then

Wars
funny fesle-

be made to leave. didn't know

14

I forget about it right awsy end I

I didn't sell =my ocar




until a oouple of Bays before evecuation as it took me that long
to get finished hoppling 1t ups 7T sure felt bad when I had to
leaves The night hefore I left I went over to stay at one of my
Mexican friend's home and all of these guys promised to come and
vieit me when I was put into Sante Anita,

B op

All this time I didn't know nothing of what was happening
to the Japanese in Loes Anreles esit I never was sround them, The
fexican friends I had never sald nothing of the war and I dida't
read the newspapers very often, My M-oxican friends also hrlped
us to pack eway our things when we finelly had to leave,

"My old men took the evacuation pretty hard snéd he was very
upset about it. le had tc sekl all of hls things cheaply and he

couldn't get much for it, Ve sold many things resl quick end we

.

store sold of our belongings. My old men never sald much about

it to me as he was a quiet guy anyway, bu knew he was pretty
bitter against this country for what was happening., I just stuck
along with the Tfemily &8s there was nothing else that I could dos
Tor & while was inking of hiding out witl v Mexican friends
and passing as & Mexiegn b I changed ny nint family just
hed to go where we were put as my parents couldn't aiford to
ily evacuated any place. it was about this time that my
le and aunt moved in with us so that we could all go to camp
together, I cuess I had the least family splr of anymore as I
dildn't cooporate too nuch I just continued run around every
night right ;11 the end and I didn't stay home to tle boxes and
things like
"One of my cousins had voluntarily evacusted up to Colorado

start a farm there but we coul n't do enything like timt be=




vause we didn't have the money, I don't know very much of how my
folke took ocere of their business as I wasn't too interested zbout
1t Yy father just closed his wholesale businese right up and he
must have lost quito a bit of money because he was always cone
plaining about his loss., I never aBked him about the details,
"There used 1o be & lot of stories ebout us being treacher-us
Japs and all that stuff but I never paid any attention to thet,

I cuess I was too tusy in other thinge to give it much of a thaught

= J

and I knew it wasn't twmue anyway. I didn't give o damn ' bout whet

they sald about us enyway. I had my own friends the same as bee
fore and 1% didn't make any difference, 1 didn't exaotly want to
be evecuated, but I didn't care either as there wa:s nothing I
could do if T hid with my Mexican friends

"We were sent out to Lanta Anita in
looked wery big to me and I never saw so nany paneee in all my

life, The plat was just swarming with them . hea there were

19,000 al%oget er,. "hen I first went there I figured that I wuld

get used to 1t after a while even if I didn't know any Nisei et

all, I met some of the Los 4Angeles bad

ly when they were going to Jefferson hi

prinecipal?s office all the time for misbehaving

them there. I never want eround with them until we got into ecamp,

I didn't zet slons with them too good but there was no one else

arcund that I wes interested in, These guys wanted to go to all

the dances end they wmnrkeacted lilke big shots, 4ll they wantedto
hte They alwayes wanted to borrow ny olothes as

some good drapes and I didn't like that muche T lived at home

and I was p tty bored I just walked around camp most of the




time. I met a girl and I was introduced to her brother so I
started to go around with him for & while (CH=1l%). He sang with
the Nisel orchestira a few times but I quit going eround with him

es he was too conceited. Ie waee much older thsn I was anywaye

"I began to think of work so I put my name in the employment

office., I got myself & job in the camouflage net factory., I was
one of the very first to go there. I only worked for & few days
before I was chased out he muy told us that we would get exira
wouldn't give it to usy I got sare
bucK me up ff I went in to complain,
I went to the head guy ani we had an argument =0 thet he fired me,
scid I oovuld never have any ki nd of camp job anymore but I
didn'i oare,
"After that I Just aj nd played a I mat some guys
had come in from Terminal Islend and I started to around

began to

nevel
my old Triends

few times when I was re, I t thin oo much of

boochies in camp as I thought they were kind of siple, “hen I
wore nmy drapes, the rhed and they didn't like my hairout but
I didn't give & damn A 1ot of the L,. uyse were wearing zoot
sults at Canta Ainita ~n arybody thought they were all bades I
was about the only one vith a Lfinger-tip coat thought and
pretty soon all the guys begsn to order them from the outslide, I

knew how to drepe pants So I would charge 1 to do it for them end

I made more money this way than if I hed s regular jobs 411 the




boochie felldws began to trke up drapes so I got a lot of practe
i0e in camp,.

"Around this time I met snother girl that I liked and I went
steoady with her for a couple of months before we broke up, Finae
I 20t so bored that I went to wrk as a dish washer in the
1ess hall I began to meet fellows there., It was a lot of fun

¥

swipe food all the time, th the

I never had sny %rouble, ne day a bunch of
rode around camp with it all day longz.

parked ri-ht out in the middle of the

in the center

"The only real excitement we had was the riot. Ther: was &

Filipino guy thers who was & squealer. The riot started when he
the mess hall and one of my friends was chasing him,
up everytiiinzg and how the riot started., The

halai jin policement tried to stop him with a knife and they began

to throw things at him. The whole Ap was mad anyway beocause of

-

the search, 4About and they all were milling
around the gates. The guys finally yund Fillipind guy hiding
small room and they just about killed hi Then the Army
arted to come in an hey tried to seare all of the people with
They had army lew in there for o few days and jeeps

were geoing ell over the camp with armed scldiers ‘n them, One of

the guys I knew threw a rock at one of the jeeps one night but he

issed,
"Afters few duys things began to cocol down, The pecopnle in
cump were mad at the way they were being pushed around snd they

iidn't like it when the police stole things from the barracks,




They didn't like being pushed eround in oamp like animals,
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I guess I was sort of lost in Santa Anita even though I hed a lot

of fun at tinmes,

a while it was a good experience, Eut
that
damn dead there % it almost drove me

I never lived that kind of life before and for

everything gotto be =o

nute, I wanted to get out

into the eity life amixX but I felt zure that we would be locked

A

up until the enmd of the wer,

Ve were gent out to Liohwer in 4rkansas next.

at the eanp there it was s0
all loaded on
p looked fairly
not so bare, Our
and showers and

on the floor and

"The only hard part about it was

nen I
conparesa
15 to our
were tre
located close

ﬁeu.

wae B0 hot there

that it prevented me from hiking all over to look at the camp,

‘¢ began to f1x our apartment up right

job of 1t than in the assembly center
to stay there for at le
saw all of the {tockton

in the next tc last oroup thet had

turned out - ook at us when we

gxperience as snge les rea:
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i,;n,,yi‘\!'ft._'_f to 6 ¢ J’Ob wa
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guys that I went around with at ~anta Anita at first, but our
group began to bresk up. These guys were no good enyway and they
were always bumming thines off of me, I didn't have a very good
improssion of the “tockion boochies asthey thought they were too
good for ua at{ first, They didn't want us to go to any of their
dances, Aiter we beat the hell cut of & few of them, they got

They never wore drapes but they began to eopy us when

all of the ‘anta 4nita guys wearing them, ‘“hey were
teken for a ride because a lot oi the Santa inita guye took ade
vantage oi them.

"I started to go gsround with a guy called Ueorge. <The boys
from <cants Anite didn't like it very much when I broke off with
them but they couldn't 4« nothing to me, My sister got married
about this time and ell of the fellows who used o live with hey
husbend moved out. Nobody wanted to live with Hank so I told him

at room with walle-paper and
erything. Me and Hant started %o go everywhere tolwyher and
would eorash sll the dsncee. Nobody would feol around with
very rupged le was a filghter so thi he trained
used to help him, 't avery we ot into a
secared of Hank He was n pro boxer and
80 that nobody os L with him,
lost m k job when I began to teke stuff home and they
i scovered it. 4ihe cooks didn't like that very much and they got
me fired. Theygave the cxcuse that I didn't know enough 2boutb
ooking I ot a Job right away as & lumber jack, Hank and I
went out on this Jjob togather and we used to ride around in the

$ruck all the time., | y go out in the woods to chop the




trees down. I only reported for work about hali the time as

time-keeper would mark me present, Then Hank got a job to teach

boxing to the youns kids in eamp and I helped him do this. All
of the oStockton guys quit boxing beonuse Hank would knook them
right out if they started to think they were pretty good. Hank
g0t a girl rriend so I started to go around by nmyself sgain., T
began to go back to the boys to play poker with and we started to
foocl around like
"These gu¥s were jJust as hored as I was so thet we began to -
about going of camp on a soagonal leave, %Three of us
y signed up to go to Montana to do sugar heet work and
also work on the railroads My Tolks didn't objest to my going
started out, °C he wa mt we stopped oif
Paul s0 that
a sho It was the fir: ,ime that we were out
hore house, but

arrived up there in

had to reglester

1

for the irmy. They made us fil. u couple of sheets of paper,
I answered ‘yes-yesz' rigzht awas ing loyal to this country

and all of my friends i the same nhere was some exoitement in

carp because a lot of the

5

country anynore but I never knew 3 ras going on,

answered 'no-no' as they definitely deecided to patriate and go

“ o

back to Japan, I just told them that I wasn't ever geing to Japan

o

and they didn't iry to foree me to eign up the way they

After that they didn't bother me at all.




care about all these things that were going en as it wesn't ime

portant to me, I Just siimed that I would be willing to fizht

for this country and pledged my allegicnce to Ameriea as it was
the thing for me to do, I ezn't understand why so many hed
trouble in doing this mueh begause their parents couldn't arree

I zkgatzxknew never thought nothing sbout the war but

rilling to go intc the army if vas drafted es I fizured

I couldn't be stuck in 3% pluce than s“ghwer then anyways,.
There wasn't any other wea ould answer becsuse I
loyel to Japan, Hell, a guy has to answer

here, doesn't he?

fter the registration,

seasonal work.

0 do sugzar

out
us down,

tyy to
help us outs Ve told him that we wanted to :6 baek to eamp as we
didn't make a ce: ut of working after bein there for I months,
"The oounty acent said that we we: all irozen on the job

and that we couldn't got any transportation money until the season

was over.s YWe got pretty disgusted so we loafxed around for a




whole month walting for our transnortation money. 4 Japanese man

in Glespow, Montena let us have a roonm and he saild that we could

stay there without rent if we would haul manure for him for 3
dayss He gave us 10 a piece beesuse we worked hard on that and
we were able tc make out on thie money., Ve skimped along =nd the
only thing we bought was feod for ourse
bering time.
our money ren out, we went to worl n i railroad,.
change tracks and we would g0 out with a big crew.
an old Japanese gang and

one in the state so thet we coulda't loaf
were okay even if a bunch of

ot HBe an hour

a day. VYe had

%

bunks and a mess ear went along with the crew to feed us,
nostly Japenese food and rice. ©Some of those old zuyse had w
reglroads for over U0 years and they were still the
in the gang., HNone of them had

in Montana alone,

was nothin

whore houses
"In some of 1 osns the people were very prejudiced against
we were eating in small town when a
drEunk men came i lig thought thet he should have serviece before
us and he @t mad and sterted to cuss us up snd down as a bunch of
treaccherous Jap: I puess I looked like I was the weakest in the

bunch so he began pick on me, I didn't want any trouble with




him so I walked out . The drunk cuy then grabbed another fellow
end he s¥varted to hit him, The other people in the restaurant
stepped in end a brawl started until the police cume to break it
up, The police told us not toc come back to that town again and
that made us sore as hell as we dldn't do anythine to cause
It wasn't our faul hat % rawl started,

4 1ot of the halmujin werec okery up that way but I nev

attention t hen 3 ! for a few farmers whotook

hell out

Ganp.,

we oould

around
pay al® the expens
everybody ek so that broke too. 1hen we began to

argue a lot 1 e and 1 got a hem verything got on our

iporation back

cent I could

:YF:

for 8




£t to go out and

stay in ecamp for

to #o out agalin to another

alreedy talking about

idea. I knew

talk

going

18

another Los angeles
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not like the boochies, I didn't like to travel as the hakujin
looked at us kind of fanny. That's why I never 4id like %o £o to
town too much when I was doing seasonal work so I saved moneys

The hakujin Mlade me fecl queer &s they always gave me a funny loock

when I was on the outside., Nothines like this ever he pened before

the war so they must hate the boochies quite a 31?.I:It 88 more
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cut my hair off and the boochie lawyer told me that they couldn't

do 1t but the next morning in jail the jallor eane in to wake me
Upe ¢ started to hit me with a broom beceuse I got fresh, I1hen
he said he was going to cut my hair off, I starteid to fight baock
him so he hit me with his fist and then it swung his jail
xeys and hit me right over the eye and cut a big gash there. ‘hen
andther guy eame and grabbed me and ctit my hair off wi a pair of
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I still haven't attended to ny teethx after heing out here all

this timeQ}

"I was missing a1l that iee eream and sturlf like that thet I

couldn't have in camp, I hadn't been in a soft show seat for

monthee | T didn't like iArkansas as the hakujin there were baekward
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they were going and I didn't want to stick around that long, My
folks jlust asked me to send some stuff back to them, WMy mother
gave me a last talk and she told me to work steady end save my
mongy {or later on and not to get into any trouble. I told her
thet 1 vasn't going to get into trouble any more because I had
learned ny lesson and I said 4 would be working too herd to be
ylaying around
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in one,
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e went out to my friend's brother's nlace on the south

side near Drexel and 47rd and we stayed there for = while, We
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and she didn't want to go to Japan and she had to make a decision,

She pleaded so hard thet my folks finally let her stay with wy

married sister. I guess my dad {igured that it would be too hard
to support a big family over there in Japen anyway. Now my old
man figures that they may be in Tule Lake until after the war,
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"We were loafing around just enjoying ourselves when one
night some fellows who worked at H.EF. Smith with us told us of a
friendly poker game that they had with some boochie fellows up
at the Kinkaid apartment every week-end. Ye got interested right
away because we felt thet it would be a good way of having fun
and we thought we might be able to pick up some loose change, I
didn't play at all the first time becguse the game looked a
little big to me but Barry (CH=46) got right into it. He won
about $80 right off the orack so I thought it would be a good way
to make a living, It was all clear profit so the next night
Barry and I really went to town to enjoy spending it., Ve took
some girls out the next night and we went out dancing and to ast,
And then we went around to bowling alleys and shows f{or the next
few nights, We enjoyed ourselves the whole week on that money
and it didn't cost us nothing to live,

"When the next week-end came around we decided to back to
play poker again and see if we could win some more, Ve figured
that we could take out all the girls we wanted to and have fun
if our luck kept up. The second time we played Barry won a lot
of money again and I got into the geme and I won, 7hile we were
playing the fellows began to talk sbout going to see the horse
races all the time and we got & little interested. They told us
that some of their fricnds made a living betting on the horses.
We thought we would just go out there to pass the time since iV

was & good sport but we didn't plan on betting on the horses at

all, e met a couple of ifellows who said that they would take us

out to Vashington Park,

"Yhen we got out there the excitement of the horse recing




got us and we decided to take a shot at a couple of the longe
shots, To our surprise we won about $120 between us, I won
about 45 bucks and Barry won {85, That seemed to be very good
profit to us and it wes much better than working so we decided
to go back agein end try our luck, VWe decided definitely not to
worlk for a while if we could make money this easily., When we
got back from the races we celled up some girls and we went out
to celebrate. They didn't want to stay out all night with us eas
they said they had to go to work the next day. 4 couple od days

later we went out to the racetracks egain and belleveit or not,

but we won {115 this time. It was such easy profit that sSus

(Cli=45) got ourious so we began to teke him with us., We made him
take some days of{ from work., He didn't like his job anyway so
he didn't need much conxing, The first time he went out he won
some money too. I guess we had beginner's luck. Ve didn't have
any ssience at all to our betting because we just picked the long
shots,

"At the racetracks we sew a lot of booochies out there every
time we went., Come of them looked like rugged guys end they were
really in the dough. They would o to the window and place $40
and £50 down on a bet every time. All we did wes play conserva-
tively and we never placed more than {10, None of those guys at
the racetracks worked, I don't think, I knew a few of them from
Los aAngeles and they had been pretty rugged from before the war,
I guess they were all walting for the drait too,

"After we went out to the racetracks for a few weeks we all
began te lose a little money and our luck wasn't so good any

more, However, we were still way ahead in our winnings so it




didn't worry us too much, We had been going regularly two or
three times a week during the past five weeks and we are still
ahead, I didn't go very far in the hole on the poker games and
Barry is still ahead. We have just loafed around all this time
and I don't regret it because I had a lot of fun,

nT guess I might as well tell you of some of the other things
I did toos I met a Nisei girl at the place where I played poker
with and she looked like pratty hot stuff so I sterted to take her
out on dates, I got pretty friendly with her and one night I
took her out to the park and we were mugging arcund., <She acted
very interested in me so I just took her under the bushes and
laid her. ©Che didn't seem to care at all, Thon I met her friend
and I liked her even better so I am sort of going around with her
right now, Recently I have been taking out another Nisel girl,
Louise, but she don't count very much because she is too conser-
vative,

"The girl we have the most fun with is Susie, Ve saw her a
long time ago at one of the Nisel dances and she was really get-
ting around with all the rugged guys., +~he wasn't much to look at
so we wondered why. <Then we found out that she lived right near
us so one night we just went over there and visited., Ve didn't
even know her but she asked us to come right in., Ve had heard
that she was really rugeged and that proved to be true, Last week
(first week of Aupust) we brought her over to our apartment, We

got & bottle of rum and we were dancing around to the radio and

she got drunk éa hell, +~he was only 19 years old but pretiy exe

perienced so we didn't worry. Prettv soon she said that she was

tired so she laid down on the couch. I started tc play around




as I had heard that she was a no good girl, She made off that
she was passed out but I knew damn well that she was awake be-
cause she kept urging me on, I slept with her most of the night
and about 4:00 o'clock I went and woke Barry up, I told him that
Susie was laving over there and she wouldn't know nothing if he
'had an affair with her, Barry jus$ carried her into the other
room that we had and he slept with her for the rest of the night,
Barly the next morning she went home, I know that we can get her
any time that we want because she is more than willing. I plan
to bring her up some time but I don't want her to get idess, Gad,
I would never marry a dame like that., If she had a baby, I would
make a bee-line for New York, Darry wants to bring her up here
tonight (August 8) and he went over to see her,

"Yes, we have really had a lot of fun since we have been
loafing around, %This is the first chance that we have had to see
all of our old friends that we haven't had time to look up before,
We oun go eall on girle and other friends almost every night be-
caucse we don't have to get up early to go to work, Lvery day we
are doing something. Ve go to play pool or bowling, Sometimes
we juet go out to the beach in the afterncon and swim, We go to
a lot of shows and I think I have seen almost all of them, In
the evenings we just ~o to visit our friends and have bull sess-
ions aheut girls if we ere not playing poker,

nThere are 7 of my friends who are not working right now and

we go to see them once in = while, Tney saved up their money

after working for a few months and they are enjoying the easy
life just like we are, They play poker almost every night thousgh,

Some of the guys went broke so that they go around and eat off of




their friends and borrow money off of them, They are all wailting
to be drafted but one of them is a 4-F, He said that he plan to
go to work after his friends are all drafted.

"T haven't had such good luck in poker the last couple of

weeks so that I am pretty much in debt right now to my room mate,.

I owe Barry about £75 and Sus $40. I'be been living pretty good

even though'I've lost quite a bit in gambling now, It only cost
me 4 a week for rent and «5 for ny food because we cook in, Care
fare is only &2 or so & week and laundry about a dollar, I can
live fairly easily on +20 & week and I know that my luck is golng
to ohenge at the poker game so I'll be able to make it easy.
Lately I've been spending more than [20 a week becasuse I step out
sc much,

"I don't know when I'1ll go back to work again but I expect
it will have to be in a few weeks as I have no money left and I
just gotta work. I've been loafing for over six weeks now and it
sure feels good to take it easy after working sc hard. Vhen I do
go back to work I'll look for a job that's clean and not too hard,
I don't like this heavy manual labor stuff. I didn't like the job
at H,B, Smith as 1t was too hot in the plant, I didn't like the
boochies working there either as they are a bunch of sour faces
and very unfriendly. I just couldn't get along with them very
good beecause they tried to look down on me, 4anyway, I'll Just
take it kinda easy for a while longer, If I hearg of a good Job
I'll take it though,

"Maybe I'll even start to look for a job at the end of this
week., I don't feel like working hard anymore because it doesn't

get me eny place, I'm too disgusted these days at being in a hole




and I really don't care about nothing, But if I do go to work,

I think that I'll be able to save a little money. The way I look
at things is that you are only young once and I want to have my
fun while I have my c¢hance,

"I don't expeot to be around any place after the war, If
Germany can hold out a little longer, I know that I'll get drafted
and 7'l1l be shot sure as hell, I'll be sant overseas right away
and what ochance will I have? I never think of the future now as
it's no use. The Niseli haven't got a cheance if they go into the
Army. I heard that they are all sent up to the front lines in
Italy and they don't have a chance because they are killed off
like flies, I heard that they put all of the erocks (Negroes) up
there along with the boochies so they'll get shot up too. They
Just want to get rid of us so they are going to put us in the most
dangerous places. That's why I'm not so happy about goipg into
the Army but I'll go when I'm drafted.

"I expect to get married before very long altho I don't have
any definite girl piocked out right nows I don't vant to go into
the Army without having someone that will niss me. I'm just looke
ing around for a girl right nowe I want to have my sex life at

least before I go get killed. Hell, you haven't got a chance 1if

you get sent to Italy with the 100th battalion, Vhat's the use of

working hard end scving money when you know that you won't get
baok to enjoy it.

"I really don't know what I will do if I am not drafted, It
will depend on what happens to me and I have to wait until then to
decides I'm a 4<C right now and I haven't even been reclassiflied

yet., I'll probably not get called into the Army for U or 4 months




yets, 1'm not too anxious to 2o into the Army as I don't like the
idea of dying so quick. I haven't even lived yet, I know that
all the boochies in the Army are sent up to be the spearhead and
they are being knocked off left and right., Ten times as many
Nisei are killed in proportion to the hakujin, My friends all
tell me that =0 it must be the truth, I know that I can't get
out of it because the war won't be over right away, Once I do
get drafted, I guess I will be okay as I can take orders when I
have $0. I haven't zot any real reason for going in right now
but I have no say about that, We just have to gc in there and
ficht with the rest of them, My friend in the Army tells me to
stay out if I ean because it is a tough life, OFf course, I might
be better off now because i I had been sent baek to Japan when
my old man wanted me to go, I'll probably would have been in the
Japanese Army eand killed by now, 4t least I might have had a
chance to fly one of those Zero planes over there, In the Ameri-
can army I won't have any choice at &ll, bBut you can't kick
agalnet the Amy.

"T never think very much of the war and it don't bother me
muchs. I don't exaotly think that we are fighting for democracy,
It doesn't look like it to me, They kick us around a lot and
that*s not supposed to be democracy but they don't care as long as
you are not a white person, I really never think about what they

ore fighting for because I don't bolieve all of this propaganda,

I don't know nothing about Germany and maybe they think they are

fighting for the right thing too., I know that Japan has pretty
good soldiers end they have a lot of guts so it will take a long

time to beat them. I don't know if they are right or wrong. ©Some=




times when I see these movies the German and Japanese soldiers

remind me of that Jailer down in arkansas and I really get madm

and I want to do something about it, I guese 1f I had té fight
(Japanese soldiers)

against them I would shoot them/just as much ac e German as 1t is

my life or theirs., Hell, who's going to stop to think about hav-

ing the same kind of blood as a Japsnese soldier when they are

shooting bullets all around you. I know that those Japanese sole

diers woyld be just as anxious to shoot me as they would think

that we are treacherous for fighting for the Ameriean army,

"To tell the twwth, I don't feel like fi hting for this coun-
try as we have always been kicked around so much., They tell us
that they are going to gzive us a chance to get killed off and then
we will be considered loyal, but whet good will that do if we are
six feel under the ground, My heart wouldn't be in the fighting
because I know that they are being hypoerites, but I would go and
fight if I were drafted as I would be put in jJail if I tried to
get out of it, DBut I sure hate to be put intc that spearhead in
Italy. There would only be small write-ups in the peper even if
we all got killed off and I don't know 1f it would do any good
becauss & lot of people still would want to kiek the boochies
ground and blame them for everything. I just don't think it's
any use and I'd rather have my fun if I could,

"I think that the boochies in this country will be kicked
around worse than they were before. There's alot of discriminae
tion against us already and it will get worse aftor the war,
Everyone of those boochies working so hard out here right now will
lose their jobs and I bet there will be a lot of boochie gengsters

around here, The way I figure 1s this: If I heve to take too




mich of & beeting I'll be right out there kicking beck, A4All of
the boochies are going to get knocked around afterk the war and

a guy can stand just so much and then he'll fight back, That's
why there will be a lot of boochie gangsters around here because
there won't be too many decent Jjobs and they'll have to fight for
whet they want., I take a lot of stuff richt now that I wouldn't
have taken before the war, Sometimes I walk hy some hakujin and
they mutter something about 'dirty Japs' under their breath. I
don't want any trouble right now but I feel like hitting them, I
get so mad that I would like to knook them down and griad ny heels
in their dirty faces. This feelinz goes all over me and some=
times I might even lose control of myself. I don't want to let
those hakujin know that they get me down because of my pride and
there is no use of looking chesp and smell, I'1l just save it

up until after the war and let them try something then, If I do
oome biok from the Army, then they can't saey nothing about my
loyelty and I'1ll be able to stand up as en equal to any helkujin
and take a sock at him if he pesses any of these remarks, If I
did such a thing now the newspepers would say that I insulted the
4dmerican flag or something like that and I would always be made

to be in the wrong., I just wouldn't have & chance.

"There are a lot of hakujin out here that are okay, Aand they

treat us square and as human beings. The only trouble is that I
don't meet too many of them, When I got to a subway or on the I,C,
the hakujin look &t me like I really am an inferior person and of
a lower class., They figure that I'm up to no good and they zive
me a bad look. I never say nothing, but a lot of times I feol

- funny and if I am riding with another boochie friend I never %talk




to him, I feel all tense and full of anger and I'm ready to exe
plode and then I get cold and I feel like a cornered rat and I
just want to sink into the seat and not be seen at all, It kinda
worries me beocause il somebody happens to say something right at
thet moment I might blow up and then it would be too bad for adl
of the booohies out here beoasuse they would get the blame for any-
thing I do. I think mors of these things than I do of the war and

I don't know 1if 1t's going to be any better afterwards even though

they tell us that we are fighting for denocracy,.

"If I had gone to Tule Lake and then to Jepan with my folks,
it wouldn't have be n so bad as I woull lbék like the people over
there and I wouldn'i take such a beesting., They wouldn't stere at
me all the time like the hakujin do, But I don't want to go there
as Japan don't seem to be a country that I would like, I den't
speak Japanesehardly at all and I couldn't write 1it, They would

hink I was pretty dumb and I wouldn't like that. In boochie-land
thay have different ideas and I wouldn't be able to agree with
them s0 well,

T think that I would like to go to Hawaii after the war if
I am not drafted intc the Army as I would have a better shone out
there, There's guite a few boochie in Hawaii and they hold the
upper hand so that the hakujin don't try to push them in the dirt
like they do out here. Ve ame nothing in this country because
there are so fow boochles and people ocantkx press us down and noe-
body would notice it, In Hswuii there are so many boochies that
they wouldn't stand for it.

"I really don't know what's going tc happen to me, I guess

I'll just have to stick around in thie country as there is no




choice for me., I ocould ask to be deported to Japen but that's not
my country and it would be an even worst thing for me %o go there
than to stay here, I guess I sort of belong here just like all of
the Negroes and those pecple who live in slums, There are certsin
groups in this country that don't get the democracy which they
talk sabout in the sohools, IHowever, there are some goed things
about living here and I @uess I won't mind too much, I ecan gox

to all of the shows I want to and eat akl of the ice cream that I
desire without anyone trying to stop me, I could eat as good as

my salery 1f I worked and that would be up to me, I could war

any kind of clothes thait I want to. The Nisei zirls out here are

better looking than those girls of boochieeland, I don't think I
would like the glrls 1un Japan because they are backward and they
don't kiow how to mug and weaP make-up.

"inother thing is that if I had the woney, I could buy a ocar
and tragel all I want, In boochieeland I hear that you can't do
anything without pemmission from the goverament, It would be a
lot better for me 1f the hakujin wouldn't be so suspiecious of us,
Everyvthing would have been okay if they had left us in California,
In thet case I would have felt more like fishting in the Army and
I really woudl have believed all the stuff about demoeracy, I
don't believe all of it now beceuse I know it isn't BEx true, They
evaouated us, didn't that? 4nd that isn't democracy, They didn't
move the Germans and Italiens out so it was racial diserimination,
They were just scared that we were going to sabotage something,

I guess there m ght have been other reasons for evioocuation, but
i1t looks like they just kicked us out of California because they

didn't trust us back there on account of the faces we had, They




sure don't want us back there now,

"I'm pretty well split from my family now and I am on my own
so I don't have any responsibility to think about, It's really
going to be tough for the boochie after the war because when the
soldiers come baok, they will get the boot, The soldiers will
get the pick of all the jobs and there might not be enough left
for the boochies and the cwoeks, I think the orocks will have
more of a chance than boochies because there are nore of thems I
don't know what the boochies could do now to ®void this., I dont't
think there is much of & cholce even if they did work hard and

together
make a good reputation. Maybe they will have to get %eghew and
meke a living helping each other out because the hakujin don't
care waht heppens to then,

"In Los «ngeles all of the boochies lived together before
the war but I hardly saew them, <Lverything seemed to get along
smoothly enough., ZYor myself I don't care if I meet more of them,
except girls, as I have my own Ifriends now, vhen I first ocame
out here they had a lot of boochie socials but I never want te
any of them as I didn't care about it, I only went to a few of
the dences, I could have my fun without seeing a lot of boochies,

I need is the money. I don't care for the boochies too much
because they are all such sour faces snd they don't want to be
friendly with anyonex except the people they knew before., Iy
roomemates go in for the boochie stuif more and they like boochie

company better thon I do, I can take 1t or leave 1%,

"I don't know if the other Nisei can get along without blg

groups of booohies organizing for themselves., 4 lot of the Nisel

are okey I guess but I don't know thems, I know & Tew of the L.a,




w55 =

fellas ond they stand up for their rights, They don't teke anye
thing from nobody and they tell a halkujin guy off and have it out
right then and there if they arc pushed around, But some of
those quiet boochies sut hers are afraid of their own shadows and
they have to hang on to the other Nisei, Someties when I walk
past them in the street they always hang their eyes down and they
won't lock me in the eye, That's why I foeel that I cen take them
or lrave Ex them and it doesn't make any difference to me. I hate
a guy who haven't got guts in his belly and who woud erawl to the
hakujine 4 lot of the Nisei ocut here are getting raises out here
because they got book léeking the bosees, I be the bosses don't
have respeet for them when they do that,

"I'd really like to have some hakujin friends but it's not
that important to me, I know a few hakujin girls out here and
they accept me good enouch. I never try to lay them or take them
out in public because the other hakuiin will set mad at me if they
see me walking down the street with e hekujin dame, That's why I
try % leave them alone, I guess that will be the reason why the
boochies will get together like they always de., They know where
their friends sre so they move near then, Pretty soon more comes
in and the first tRing you know, the whole district is full of
them. That's what happened down on 4°rd and Drexel and it is
almost like o boochie town down there nowse 'Then I first lived out
there there wers very few, If a lot of boochies moved into this
block and tried to get into all of the apartments here, the halu-
Jin people might get med about it, Alre dy there are-a lot of

places where they won't allow the boochies to move in., That's why

it might be better if they kept scattered out right now,




"I've been out here in Chicago about seven or eight months
now but I still don't feel settled or nothing, I don't have too
many close friends and the city is still new to mes, I guess
Chicago is okey, but I'd rather be in L,4i, as I know my way sround
out there, The only thing I like here is the subway and the TLC.
beocause it talkes you to the loop pretty quick. This apartment
that I live in is okay but they have too many bedbugs out here,
I'd rather live in a house like I did before, Ve never had any
bed«~buce in L.A. and all of the houses were much better, Iverye
thing is dusty out here and the buildings are too dirty.

"Itm not happy all the time but I try %o act that way because
I don't want to get into any deep moods, Put I have my serious
moods once in a while, If I had & real reason for it, I could go
out and be full of ambition, £Kight now I have an inferilority
feeling. I just feel kinde small when I go inte e restaurant and
the hakujin %oo% at me, I feel it more if I went in with e group
of booohies, I don't feel so good when I get into e street oar

ither, I hate to hove to walk to the baock of the cear as the
people stare. 4 lot of times I gt on the streeteur and I just
stand in the back so I won't have to walk throuzh it, I feel the
funniest when I have to sit in a seat facing another person, 1

know that they are thiniking things in their minds when they look

at me s0 I jJust stare out of the window and I avoid looking at

them,

"I know thet I feel resentful toward hakujin even when I
think they mey not have anything agdinst me, It's the older hae
kujin who give me those funhy look and then I get those sirange

feelings, If it wes like the old days before the war, we could




get together and tear into those‘guys, but we can't do that now
because we are alresdy under tco much suspicion, BREefore the war
I never felt thie way at all and I could talk to anybody, But
something has happened to me end I feel all tied up inside when
I go out in public., If I have a few drinks I don't feel that way
so much, Maw

"Now I don't feel =o much at ease when I meet a stranger, I
try to be polite to them, I can meet boochies a lot easier and I
don't get those funny feelings towards them at all, I know that
they are unfriendly too. I slweys was able to talk easily end it
looks like I'm cocky sometimes when I talk to a hakujin, but acte
ually I feel very uneaesy inside of me and I want to hurry up and
get the conversation over with,

"T'm very satisfied with my few friends and I am not anxious
to gzo out and meet a bunch of other boochles and hakujin altho I
would like to know more girls. I try not to be so sensitive and
I have a way of twisting things up and talking back so that they
won't talk sbout me, That's why a lot of people think I'm pretty
cocky and I know my way around pretty good, I think I know my way
arocund better than a lot of those Nisei out here beoause they ere
really timid and I don't think I'm that way, I never show that I
feel things inside of me when I am out in public and I'm not
scared to take a arack at & guy if he rides me too much,

"In spite of that, I sm more uncertain and restless about ny=-

self than I ever was before in my life., I suppose I'll just go

alonz in the way I am and wait and see what happens, I don't

know how %o figure my future eas it is too deep for me and I don't

know exactly how to go asbout and find all of the answers to the




things that are so twisted up in my mind. I Jjust go along from
one thing to another and that*s the best that I can do. My big
worry is money right now so I have been thinking of going baok

to work pretty soon, DBut if Barry wins big at the races this

week, then I can have a good time for a while longer and forget

about working. But sooner or later, I guescs I'1l have to go baok
to work beeause I don't have the money to loafl around too much
longer. I don't think I'll get drafted before then since my

money has slready run out,"




ch=-47 Buster

Jobs.

Puster, 19, arrived in “hieago in January 1944 without a

;

but he did not worry much abdut it as his friend's ¥Wrother "told me .

that = could geta job at S---Company as soon FS we wanted to go to

work" (p.36) Within a few days, Duster ddd—go to work on the'grave-

yard shift" beewees e -BOMATTENT "are=-84.00. . 2ux as a paper wrapner at

465 cents an hour. &after two weeks of steady work, tHe foreman

,——"’_ TR n

promoted him to a machine on@ratﬁl w1th a KHX*C&”GPF&SE LD'WdFS
i‘r

[
s

of £10 cents an hour. “uster baa_stapted his-work experiences—in
g C
“hieggo-with theinteéniiop—ef makimy a good record so,
copy p 46 marked.

It took “uster an additional three hours d day to commute k&

back and forth to work mimx in between the 16 hours of work he put in.

LbQA:?Hﬁ?T”f017OWPd thls routine steadlly for three months until he

il

sedderrry-wentlback to the Howher Relocatior 0o see my folks who

were leaving for lule and + wanted to see them for the last tire...as

that was the least 1 could do for them." (p3% He spent between

#300 and %800 of i {VLﬂr%%ﬁ this trip\for his fimily needs and -ween

-

higse-f for clotkww This experience apparently contributed to hls

e Ao

“rtemee disorganization when he returned to “hicago as he was most

restless after that,
Buster stayed in the Rowher Clenter for three

his family left for l‘ule while waiting around for a friend"who had to
- : in ghleago
graduste from high sc%ool first., (p39 le had le is job/without
) . -

any notice so that srerwr and his friend went to Stl Louis first to

n o ! .
Iney returned to “hicago'"when

1] - 4 . s ]
look around and visit some Priends,
we found it was too deacd there." (p40)
EusiErxanixkiksx copy p 40 markrdx(1l) marked.
4_:1,)‘]:...

Buster xkz and his friend &k applied at a frivate employment

agency but they did not take the jbb offered as "we decided that the




work was too hard there even if it dd4d pay .90 cents an hour. "840

R$§xxxxézhxﬁﬁithﬁxgmktxthaxgxhxwxxhxmxx
Suster & friend finally accepteda job ata precision manufacturing

company, but "l didn't feel 1lke going there." p40 Buster a nd another
O Noate O

. 5 . . 3 . ] ( .
friedd then decided to teke an extended vacation weTe (kheir money

helngHt. X

"B ppy (ch-46) had quit the job with me too sow® just decided to
teke things easy for a while.That's what we've been dolng every
since We haven't started to think seriously about golng to work
but we wlll pretty soon. '

During the several months Suster w%s unempldyed in the late
sty i fusas

summer of 1944, he ceeupidd-himself by weyses to earn
gambling and horse raice betting without any notable success.

this period, “uster began TO think of returning to work ageln since

his money was running out, but

"ihen + do go back to work, etc copy page 45-46 marked. )
his attitude

At an earlier date, bBuster was even more wocal about xxREXXEABR

towards
»X work,

"iihy should I go to worki: I would 2 ve toworkat least

threce months to pay my debts of f. I8m ound to get hot in

a poker session soon and if I win $200 I can get clear, It s no
fun working all the time I want to enjoy my money while L

nave the chance, but I can't do it if = am pooped out from
work.Yk. . .ExmnxifxyxFPlaylng the horses is a lot of funp beats
working any time. Lven if you win only every other time, you
would still win more than if you work like a slave for a week.
p. 7 in CH- 45

1

Bust-r's woik-plans—wene—irdefinibe bEL RS Swti—the Dondtna—anali.

Howas intensely pessimistic and resentful about the future becausse,

copy p 46 merked.and 49 0 G

This ektremd sensitfvity igfgven,mﬁie matked
Sl - A\ - X

i

When.Te comments 4
e - A T ——

% _—

opy DY markeds”
Desplte these feelings, “aster does not see any future for himselfl

in Japan. He pelieved that he would have more of an opportunity in

Hgwaii after the war,

p 80 ‘A




“uster's pessimlsm was so great that he could not see any hope
for the future,
e 1 - 1 s ~
"~ don t think there is much of a chcice even if they did work hard
1e:;c o Jhe s £l o ]
z%gazmﬁﬁg"ﬁ1§§9Em£§5ﬁ§%§éﬁ§ggzﬁﬂ%%bEﬂﬁpaht&éehasaztbzgksnzagzthaz

At| ehe timeof the interviews (Aug. 1944), “usber still was
| \

|~

very restlegs &nd | d¥sorganizédx amdhe d1d not 1like\ hicagps

p 65-56,

In Yov, 1948 Puster did return to work. He was drafted in Bed
1945.(*hls has to be checked./

Bygter's work disatisfactions $##88% stsrted when he was a
young boy. He had to help his father from the age of 12 "when the
other kids played around." He believed that he never did get enough
sleep so that his school work ®rmx suffered, DBuster went to work
full time for his father &fter failing the 10th grade.

D _14(1)

May 1941, uster became a mechanic'shelper. e enjoyed this

2
work as he had a great interest in automobiles, but his father decided
that it was better for him to go to work in Guadualoupe in a nursery.

Suster found this a boring experience, as "+ sure did miss L,A."

Phe outbreak of the war dn Dec 7 did not affect him-Weay.much. é’

p 18
Buster was enemplyed until evacustion. He worked briefly in the
; _ at %8 a month but he 3
camouflage net project at S.nta Anlta/hxxxhxxx Buf bhemz he was fired
after an argusuent with the project di-ector about overtime pay.
At Rowher, Duster received a job as a cook "right away as + said that
hdd some experience as one in a LA restaurand and tley belie ved me, The

were a bunch of dumb clucks in the employment office anyway and the

only wgy to get & job was to tell a lot of lies.." (p24)




4
© was fired within three week;;bhcn IIé%E&%nto take stuff home and
they discovered it. The cooks didn't like that very much and they
got me fired," (p25) s :W”
Buster and his %zoot suit" friends w%ﬁaﬁge wérﬁJés lubber jacks
for the next two months, but they became restless with this sort of
llfe"sewﬁwe*bE‘beﬁaﬁ\to"ta&kwabout going dui'OT'cwmh“@n'a"eaSﬁﬁETj

i
A, =R, 44 Qg R .

&Qm_mge*‘%'“wkﬂd‘- L;‘“;h“ A .Q, 4 9 F_f?ﬂ

Buster and his group remained out on seasonal work for the next

or eight months (until &mg Oct, 1948), but they encountered all
of difficulties mximkxmmgexthxm
p. 27-28 marked.

When their money ran out, “uster went to work on the rallroad

- 4 -
at 4o56ents an hour with an “ssei work gang, (

- ol ¢ ‘c 3 g
faetions developed-out—orl Ihe Irogtdds reception heo—weeod

: \ :
surrounding Bmwnxx Montana towns An¢ fofee LR ﬂ\-'?(‘
" ¢ \ !

!

(

Aot

-ga*%“*
“usteg{étaﬁed away from the towns sEheimmbient o1d

"I worked hard all

y time and + didn't miss g dayqiat work) so lsaved over £200"p29

fx(‘ )

of' this money was sp&nt while walting for the sugar beet company
to pay the transportalon backkz to camp &s specified in the original

contract,
. Ay
C,.Q_('J-/, B 29 = J(, L L"’
5u§t€r~d@0&de@-t@,remain;jn Rowher affﬁ¥u4%ﬁﬂnrﬂ&%3&%is#yéagmwomk

expelepnces so he took a job as an refrigeration assistant{ B ty1 XX he

\/\Aﬁ“far &4’ ¥ '
. 1 MO A= g
soon found the restricted camp 1ife amea~mene—uacﬁﬁ£&#%&b&efsmr-
COBFP-5%o3y
“e became enthusiastic about resettlement in a city when

copy p 34 marked xmﬁxpxﬁﬁxmxxkxﬂf\l(/

And

éopy p 35 marked,




