
I nt er v i ewer 's code 
Bust er Kawano 
Les t er Ki mur a (psmed.) 

, CH- 46) 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 
Febr uar y, 1944 (Revi sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTL ES 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew Aug. 7, 1944 

1# Case number  CH- 47 

I nt er vi ewer  C. Ki kuc hi 

2. Sex* l î > F 3, Mar i t al  s t at . M ( £ ) D W 0 

4. Pr esent  addr ess 6021 S . Har per 
5. Lat er  addr esses 

Ent er ed 
Feb. * 44 

Dat e 
u 
it  
u 
ti  
il  

Lef t  

6. Bi r t hpl ace S e a t t l e " t  � Bi r t hdat e 11- 24- S4 
8. Al i en or  Ci t i zen Gi  t 1 J 9 * Ni s ei , Ki bei  or  I s sei  N i s e i  

10. Addr esses bet ween Dec . � r r m t  and evacuat i on 

(a) 
(h)-

(c)" 

(d)' 
(e)" 

Los Angel es 

11. Assembl y Center Sant a Ani t a 

12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  

Dat e 
ti  
H 

u 
u 
M 

Dat e 
u 

Dat e u 

Ent er ed 
1932 

May ' 42 

Oc t . »42 

13. Addr esses si nce l eavi ng Rel ocat i on Cent er " 

(pr i or  t o "pr esent  addr ess ") 

(a) Mont ana (seasonal  l eav e) 

( b ) Rohwer  
(°) 45r d & Dr exel ' . "Ch i c ago 
U) 

( f )  

(g)  
14. Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  on December  1, 1941. 

Rel at i onshi p t o 

Lef t  
1942 

Oc t . 

Feb. ' 4 5 

Ent er ed 
E e b . ' 43 

Lef t  
Oc t . »45 

Oc t . ' 45 J a n . ' 44 
J an.»44 F e b . ' 44 

Reset t l er  
(aj  F a t h e F 

(.b) My t hgr  
Hi Char d 
Ro s e 
Hut  h 

( / ) Buster-
( s ) J ut tQ 
(h) Bet t y 

W  
(j ) 

Age 

58 

24 
22 
21 
19 

�ü 

Sex 

M 

M 
F 
F 
M 

F 

Bi r t hpl ace 
"J apan 

Seat t l e 

Occupat i on 
Wj p.se Pr oduce 

Housewi f e 
Hel ped f at her 
Unempl oyed 
St udent 
Nur s er y - gar den« r  
St udent 
St udent 

Rel i gi on 
Chr i s t i an 

Buddl i i st 
Chr i s t i an 

o 
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What  member s of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  to Assembl y Cent er ? 
Gi ve symbol s ^14 
What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 
Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec . 1, 1941) 

(a) Ro s e ' s husband 
(b) Unc l e 
(c) Aunt 
(d) Cous i n 
(e) 

What  member s l i s t ed i n 14 or  15 above went  t oget her  t o Rel ocat i on Pr oj ec t ? 
Gi ve symbol s $14 exc ept &ose and husband 
What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 
Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex |  Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec , 1» 1941) 

Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  i n Chi cago 
Addr ess 
symbol  Rel at i onshi p 
see 13) Ent er ed L ef t  t o Reset t l er  

Occupat i on 
(at  dat e of  

i nt er vi ew}" Bi r t hpl ace 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er  
Grammar  school s (name and l ocat i on) 

Ni nt h St . Sc hoo l , LI A*. 

Gr ade compl et ed 

Sc hool  

Hi gh school s (name and l ocat i on) Gr ade compl et ed Dat es 

J ohn - ¿dams J r . Hi p;h, L . A T 

L af ay et t e J r . Hi gh, L . A . 

� J f l f f er f i oq Hi Uf r t , 
Co l l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  

school s , (name and l ocat i on) 

Gr ade 
compl et ed Dat es 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 
school , l ocat i on 

I 'fong 

Dat ei  
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19« Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j ob) Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  
i n J ob col umn t o cover  

I ncl ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  
by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng "unemp" 
such per i ods . 
and c 

D 
Fr om 

ont i nue 
a t es 

T» 

wi t h empl oyment  

Nat ur e of  j ob 

si nce r es et t l i ng. 

Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 
Av. mo. 
wages 

Reason 
f or  t er -
mi nat i on 

1 94- 0 1P4- 1 Hel ped f at her &5 wk QUi t  

t t /4.1 a/ 41 Mf i nhnni n hf t l j  er (3 pio. ) | l 0- 15wk 
8- /4] - Ì /42 Nuserv- garde1 Ler Guad. &20 wk 

unemp l oyed unt i l  e"\J  acuat i on 
5/ 42- 5/ 42 Camouf l age m t (1 wk) WCCA Si Lnta Ani t a. f i r ed 
6/43- �6/43 Mess hal l  di i  i hwasher " tt  tt  

i inemü Loved unt i l  0c t . '42 
10/42 - 10/42 Cook (2 wk) WRA Center Rohwer qui t 
11/42 - 1/43 Lumber j ack TT tf  ti  

2/ 43- f l O/43 Seasonal  worl  :er Montana $80 mo. 
10/4C - 1/ 44 Ref r i ger at i on [ Ass ' t . Rohwer § 16 

I /44- �5/44 Paper wrapped � HP Smi th Co. Chi cago 36c hr C 40 wk 
5/44- �6/44 went back to camp f or v i s i t i  is f ol ks 5;oing to 'i 'ule Lak 

f i /44- Unempl oyed 

20/ Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 
. Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ect i ons For  what  par t y 

Never vot  ̂id. under aere 

I  



OH 47. Bust er Susumu Kawana WRA Form 26 900,802 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

5a 
7. 

7a. 
8.  
12. 
13. 
18.  
19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27a 
28. 

Rohwer 10/ 7/ 42 
Santa Ani t a 5/ 7/ 42 
807 East 24t h St r eet , Los Angel es, Cal i f . 
Kawana, Choj i r o Roy J apan 
Mor i o, Mi t suyo J apan 
U.S. Whol esal e Pr od. Merchant Abroad farmer 

Grammar school , San Pedr o^Cal l f . 9/34 to 6/37 
J uni or hi gh,Laf ayet t e 9/37 to 6/40 
Hi gh school , J ef f er son 9/ 40 to 1/42 (not compl eted) 

None 
None 

674 130 l bs. 
Dent al  car e 
Si ngl e 
Son 
11/ 5/ 24 
Yes 
Hi gh 3 
Jfo J apanese 
Swamper 

11/42 Rohwer , WRA 
11/42 to 11/42 " 
10/42 to 10/42 

Power Saw 
Lumper j ack 

29. 
30. 

$16 mo. 
516 mo. 
$16 mo. 

4/42 to 4/ 42 Santa Ani t a, WCCA Di sh- washer $8 mo. 
6/39 to 9/ 42 K. Kawano, Whol esal e Veg. Pr oduce, L .A. Hel per 

Cook's Hel p 

Chr i st i an 

Bust er 's f at her , Choj i r o Roy Kawana 

2.  
3. 
4. 
5. 

5a. 
7. 

7a. 
8. 
12. 
13. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27a 
28. 

same 
same 
same 
Kawana, Shi ngo J apan 
Kawana, Yoshi J apan 

Abroad farmer 
Grammar school , Kohar ada, J apan, 1892 to 1896 
J uni or hi gh, Kor i yama, J apan, 1886 to 1901 

Sports 
J apan 7/ 87 to 1908; 2/17 to 5/17 

65 140 l bs . 
No physi cal  def ect s 
Mar r i ed 
Head 
7/ 24/ 87 
No 
J r . Hi gh 5 
Speaks Engl i sh 
Li vest ock farmer 
Angl er 

10/42 Rohwer , WRA Por t er $16 mo. 
9/ 41 to 4/ 42 Sel f , empl oyed, Whol esal e Pr oduce, L .A. $500 mo. 
9/ 24 to 6/ 31 " " ki t chen war e, Seat t l e 
2/ 12 to 6/24 " " Li vest ock, El  Cent r o, Owner and Mgr . - - -

* 
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Bust er 's f at her , Choj i r o Roy Kawana, cont i nued 

29. Hobby: Fi shi ng 
O.P. Li vest ock I ndast r y 

30. Buddhi st 

Bust er 's mot her , Mi t suyo Kawana 

2. s ame 
3. s ame 
4. same 
5. Mor i o, Tsunet aka J apan 

Oyor i , Tsuruyo J apan 
5a. Abroad Pol i ce Ser g. 
7. Grammar school , Sappor a, J apan, 1898 t o 1902 

J uni or hi gh, Sappor a, J apan, 1902 to 1906 
Hi gh school , Hakusei , J apan, 1906 to 1908 
Busi ness school , Bookkeepi ng, J apan, 1908 to 1909 

7a. Sewi ng 
8. J apan 1890 to 1917 
12. 60 108 l bs . 
13. No physi cal  def ect s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Wi fe 
20. 10/ 26/ 90 
23. No 
24. Hi gh 2; Bus. sch. 1 
25. No Engl i sh 
27. - - -
27a. Dressmaker 
28. None 
29. Sewi ng, book r eadi ng 
30. Chr i st i an 

Bust er 's br ot her , Ri char d Takao Kawana 

2. s ame 
3. same 
4. same 
5. Kawana, Choj i r o Roy J apan 

Mor i o, Mi t suyo Mary J apan 
5a. U.S. Whol esal e Mdse. Abroad Student 
7. Grammar school , 9t h St r eet , Los Angel es, Cal i f . 9/ 10/ 26 to 6/32 

J uni or hi gh, Laf ayet t e, L . A. , 9/ 32 to 6/ 35 
Hi gh school , Pol yt echni c 9/ 35 to 6/ 38 

7a. None 
8. None 
12. 65 135 l bs. 
13. Woul d l i ke t eet h at t ended t o. No physi cal  def ec t . 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Son 
20. 5/ 14/ 19 



. 1 
* I 

- 3 -

Bust er 's br ot her , Ri char d Takao Kawana, cont i nued 

23. No 
24. Hi gh 4 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. Sal es c l er k 
27a. Wood worker 
28. 10/42 Rohwer Commi ssary Swamper Load and unl oad t r ucks 

7/ 42 to 8/ 42 Sant a Ani t a Camouf l age weaver 
6/41 to 5/ 42 Gr eensi de Fr ui t Co. Swamper 

L .A. (Whl se) 
11/40 to 6/ 41 Shi ppi ng Bag Market Sal esc l er k %18 

Monterey Par k, L .A. 
29. Spor ts- woodcraft - musi c 
30. None 

Bust er 's s i st er , Ruth Hanayo Kawana 

2. same 
3. s ame 
4. s ame 
5. same 
5a. same 
7. Grammar, San Pedro St . , L .A. S/ 28 to 6/ 34 

J uni or hi gh, LaFayet t e, L . A. , 9/ 34 to 6/37 
Hi gh school , Pol yt echni c , L .A. 9/ 37 to 6/ 40 
Bus i nes s school , Met r opol i t an, L .A. , 9/ 41 to 2/ 42 

7a# J apanese school , 5 year s 
8. None 
12. 64§ 105 l bs . 
13. Bad eyes; woul d l i ke eyes at t ended to 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Daught er 
20. 2/26/22 
23. Yes 
24. Hi gh 4 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. Bead st r i nger 
27a. st enogr apher 
28. 10/42 Rohwer WRA Secr et ar y to Mr . Wal l s $16 mo. 

6/42 to 10/42 Sant a Ani t a Mess Wai t r ess $8 mo. 
2/ 42 to 5/ 42 Cal i f . Tr easur es 8th and Hi l l  Maki ng neckl aces $16 wk. 

29. None 
30. None 

Bust er 's s i st er , J ane Kazuko Kawana 

2. same 
3. same 
4. s ame 
5. same 
5a. same 
7. Grammar school , 28t h St . 1933 to 2/ 1939 

J uni or hi gh, Laf ayet t e J r . Hi . 1939 to 1942 
J apanese school i ng, i  y r . 
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Bust er 's s i st er , J ane Kazuko Kawana, cont i nued 

8. None 
12. 61 98 l bs. 
13. No maj or physi cal  def ec t . Dent al  car e. 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Daughter 
20. 3/ 11/ 27 
23. Yes 
24. Hi gh 2 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. � 
27a. Hand kni t t er 
28. 8/ 42 to 10/42 Santa Ani t a, 1CCA Wai t r ess #8 mo. 

Student 
29. Hobby: Kni t t i ng 
30. Pr ot est ant 

Bust er 's s i st er , Ei ko Kawana 

2. s ame 
3. same 
4. same 
5. same 
5a, same 
7. Grammar school , San Pedr o, L . A. , 9/ 35 to 6/ 41 

J uni or hi gh, Laf ayet t e, 9/ 41 to 4/ 42 
7a.- - -
8. None 
12. 62 110 l bs . 
13. No physi cal  def ect s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Daught er 
20. 12/ 19/ 29 
23. Yes 
24. El ement ar y 8 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. - - -
27a.- - -
28. - - -
29. Hobby: Spor t s 

O.P. At t end school  
30. Pr ot est ant - Chr i st i an 



Evacuat i on & Reset t l ement i t udy 
Char l es Ki kuohi 
Chi cago, I l l i noi s 
Sept . 6, 1944 

Li st er Kixnura (pseud.) J  

Cross Rei . : CH- 45, CH- 46 

Lest er Ki mur a, 19, i s the t hi r d 
of the :- roup oi boys l i v i ng t oget her . 
He was unempl oyed dur i ng the t i me of 
the i nt er vi ew« Thi s case i l l ust r at es 
tlae di Bor ani zed pat t er n of a young 
i ndi vi dual  who i s qui t e uncer t ai n 
about hi s ai ms i n l i f e. Some pre-
vi ous comments h- ;ve been made about 
hi m i n the cases c i t ed above, par t i -
cul ar l y i n 43# 
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L es t er  Ki mur a, 19, was born i n Seat t l e on November 24, 1024. 

When he was 8 year s ol d hi s f ami l y moved to Los l  ngel es and he 

remai ned t her e unt i l  t he evacuat i on, Lest er went wi th hi s fami l y 

to t he ;anta Ani t a Assembl y Cent er i n May, 1 4̂2, and i n Oct ober 

of the same year he was sent to the Bohwer r el ocat i on cent er . 

I n Febr uar y, 1945, Lest er r ecei ved a seasonal  l eave to go work 

on a far m i n Montana. He di d t hi s work f or a bai t 8 months befor e 

r et ur ni ng to : ohr er , i n Oct ober , 1043, I n J anuar y, 1944 he re-

set t l ed to Chi cago» ¿or about a month he l i ved at 43r d and 

.Drexel , Chi cago and th n he moved to hi s pr esent apar t lent on 

Har per Ave. wi t h Bus and Bar r y. 

Lest er comes f rom a f ai r l y l ar ge f ami l y, Li s f at her , 58, 

was the owner of a whol esal e produce company i n Los - ngel es be-

fore the war . Hi s ol der br ot her , Hi e har d, 24, hel ped hi s f at her 

i n t hi s busi ness. Hi s s i st er , Ros e, 22, was unempl oyed whi l e 

Rut h, 21, was a st udent , t est er qui t school  befor e the t ar and 

he was worki ng i n a nur ser y. The t wo younger chi l dr en, J une, 

17, and Eet t y, 14, wer e s t i l l  i n s c ho o l . The ages l i st ed above 

are t h e i r  pr esent  a r es . The p r en t s , Ri char d and Bet ty r epat r i -

ated dur i ng the F- egr e- at ion pr ogr am and t hey ar e now i n Tul e l ake. 

J une, 17, r efused to go al on so t hat she i s st ayi ng wi t h one of 

her mar r i ed si st er i n camp. Bust er i s the onl y member of the 

fami l y who has r eset t l ed and he f ee l s t hat  hi s cont act s wi t h hi s 

f ami l y er e def i ni t el y cut o f f . Thi s f act or may have cont r i but ed 

to hi s pr esent di sor gani zat i on. 

Lest er qui t hi ph school  i n 1940 when he was i n the 10t h 

gr ade. He r ecei ved most of hi s educat i on in f i e Los Angel es 

so ool  system, begi nni ng i n 1950. He has never at t ended a J apan-



ase l anguage school . 

t e s t e r ' s whol e work exper i ence has been i n unski l l ed. J obs. 

He hel ped hi s f at her i n the whol esal e produce busi ness f o r  about  

a year af t er qui t t i ng school . He r ecei ved a sal ar y of  C a week 

f or t hi s wor k. He qui t to beoone a mechani c 's hel per f or 3 weeks 

at i  10 to *15 e week, dependi ng on the rush of busi ness. I n 

August , 1941, he vient to Guadal upe to wor k i n a nur ser y at 20 a 

week. He r et ur ned home i n J anuar y, 1043, af t er the out br eak of 

the war and he was unem;l oyed unt i l  the evacuat i on. At  r ant a 

«¿ni ta Assemb y Cent er Lest er worked f or one week on the camou-

f l age net pr oj ect but was f i r ed from t hi s j ob for causi ng too 

much di st ur bance. He then worked f or a shor t t i me as a di sh 

washer i n the mess hal l  and then he became unempl oyed unt i l  he 

went to the r el ocat i on cent er . 

At  hohwer Lest er worked for 3 weeks as a cook but he qui t 

t hi s j ob to become a lumb< r j ack on the pr oj ect on November , 1942. 

I n Febr uar y, 1942, he went to Montana and for the f ol l owi n 8 

months he worked as a seasonal  l abor er f or an aver age of around 

./BO a month. Upon hi s return t o ôhv er he worked as a r ef r i ger -

at i on assi st ant for 3 months. He then came to Chi cago at the 

begi nni ng of t hi s year and worked f or 5 months as a paper wrapper 

at H . I . i $i t h Co oany. He r ecei ved 06c an hour end he was abl e 

to c l ear appr oxi mat el y �40 a week when he worked st eadi l y. Then 

he r et ur ned t o canp f or a short per i od i n or der to see hi s f ami l y 

f or t he l ast t ime befor e they were sent to Tul e Lake. Si nce re-

t ur ni ng i n J une, Lest er l ias been unempl oyed and he has no i nten-

t i on of seeki ng a j ob unt i l  hi s f i nanc i al  r esour ces were com-

pl et el y exhaust ed. The i nt er vi ewer has not seen t hi s i ndi vi dual  
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si noe the l ast i nt er vi ew i n raid- August. 

Lest er mey be t echni cal l y descr i bed as a zoot sui t er . He i s 

t he most f ast i di ous i n c l ot hi ng araong St a hi s room- mates. He i s 

ver y proud of hi s made- to- order sui t s and draped pant s. I n per -

sonal i t y Lest er i s r at her qui et except under the i nf l uence of 

l i quor when he i s much more t al kat i ve. He has deep i nf er i or i t y 

ft el i ngs and he i s ext r emel y r ace consci ous. He has no i mmedi ate 

ambi t i ons for the fut ur e because he f eel s that the dr af t i s im-

pendi ng. He docs not car e f or the post - war per i od as he pessi -

mi st i cal l y bel i eves that he wi l l  not r et ur n al l vo i f dr af t ed i nt o 

the ser vi ce. Lest er has no speci al  ski l l s so that he docs not 

know what he woul d l i ke to do as an occupat i on. He i s not i nt er -

ested i n fur t her educat i on. Hi s pr i mary i nt er est ® seem to be i n 

Sl aving as much money as possi bl e, maki ng femal e acquai nt ances, 

and sex ac t i v i t i es . lie does wor ry about hi s present posi t i on 

el t ho he wi l l  not r eadi l y admi t t hi s . L st er at tempts to put on 

a sel f - assur ed f r ont but dur i ng th i nt er vi ews he i ndi cat ed i n 

many ways that he was most confused and uncer t ai n about hi s pre-

sent posi t i on and he di d not know what to do about i t . He has 

been at t empt i ng to escape the i ssue by pl ungi ng i nt o the ot her 

ac t i v i t i es i n whi ch he has been engaged for the past 2 months. 

Some pi ct ur o of t hi s act i vi t y was i ndi cat ed i n the two pr evi ous 

case documents. 

Lest er i s of medi um hei ght and *;;ood l ooki ng i n appear ance so 

that he r eadi l y makes f r i ends wi t h a number of r eset t l ed Ni sei 

gi r l s out her e. However , he i s more i nt er est ed i n gambl i ng at 

t he pr esent t i me, except f or cer t ai n types of gi r l s . * det ai l ed 

account «* of Lest er 's own l i f e st or y f ol l ows; 



" I  don ' t  know ver y much about my o l d man, I  do n ' t even 

know wher e he was bo r n exo ept  t hat  i t  was some pl aoe i n J apan , 

He came to Ca l i f o r n i a when he was ar ound 17 y ear 3 o l d . I gues s 

t hat  he c ane t o make some money so t hat  he c oul d s et  mar r i ed and 

go hac k t o J apan . v»hon my f a t h e r  f i r s t  came her e he got  a j ob 

as a house- boy and a l t e r  t hat  he went  up t o V.ashi ns t on and wor ked 

as s par t ner  ( r ec r u i t i n g J apanes e wo r k er s ) f o r  t he Gr eat  No r t her n 

M i l r o a d i n - ea t t l e . Year s l at er he bought  a l o t  of Chi nawar e 

and o t her  o r i en t a l  go o ds and he s t ar t ed a sot r e o f  hi s own. I t 

d i d n ' t  t ur n out  so good so t hat he st ar t ed a gr ocer y s t o r e af t er 

t h a t . Thi s f ai l ed too so he got hi msel f a l i t t l e f ar m and became 

a f anner  t o sel l  pr oduce i n i  at t i c . 

"My f at her went back t o J apan about year s aco and he got 

?narr i ed# He br ought my mot her back t o t he far m ana al l  of us 

ki ds wer e bor n t her e. I do.aH remember uch about l i v i ng up i n 

Yashi n¿t on because I was young when I l ef t . ,.f t er we wer e al l  

bor n, my f at her moved t he f ami l y to Los / ngel es . lie st ar t ed 

r i ght i n on the whol esal e pr oduce busi ness and he was t her e unt i l  

t he v.ar br oke out . I cuese he di d f ai r l y wel l  as he di dn' t go 

br oke anymor e. 

f I don't know not hi ng at a l l  about my mot her 's f ami l y . I 

t hi nk her rotes wer e ki nd of r i c h, ue never wer e r i c h. When dad 

st ar t ed i n on t he whol esal e busi ness, t hi ngs were pr et t y food f o r  

a w l i e and we l i ved above the aver age. But a whol e l ot of ot her 

J apanese mar ket s st ar t ed up and. t her e was so much compet i t i on 

that t hi ngs got sl ower and sl ower . You know how i t i s when al l  

of the J apanese st ar t t o go i nt o the same busi ness. By the t i me 

t ' i s war  br oke out t hi ngs wer e pr et t y l ow i n my f at her 1 b s i noss, 
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He had bou, ;ht  a l o t  o f  t h i ngs f o r  our  house j us t  bef o r e t he war . 

T h i s was a l l  l o s t  when we had t o get  r i d oi ' i t  f o r  ev ac uat i o n. 

So my f at her  got  pr et t y s o r e about  t hat , He ' s been m d about  t hat  

ev er  s i nc e and t he l or e t he o l d f o l k s t a l k ed about  i t  i n camp t he 

madder  he c o t . Maybe t h a t ' s t he r eas on why he dec i ded t o go back 

t o t he o l d count r y when t hey asked I f  he want ed t o r epat r i at e t o 

Tul e L ak e. 

en ly f at her was unmar r i ed he useu t o dr i nk anc get dr unk 

al l  t he t i me but he qui t dr i nki ng whi l e I  was s t i l l  pr et t y y oung. 

He used to make $e work al l  t he t  ime so I thought he was pr et t y 

mean. Once i n a whi l e he got mad at me and woul d hi t me wi t h 

hi s open hand and t hen bawl  me o u t . Ee never showed t o me t hat  

he was a r e«l  f at her l i ke the ot her ki ds had. I  n ver went  out  

on f i shi ng and campi ng t r i ps wi th hi m. M l  he thought o f  vms 

wor k . He never changed at al l  unt i l  he rot t o camp. Then he got  

i nt o a sor t  of  second chi l dhood and he pl ayed around wi t h the 

ot her ol d men and he di dn ' t  have so many wor r i es so t hat  he k i dded 

around much mor e. Wo had a much bet t er  t i me i n t he f ami l y t hen 

because he was n ' t  so s our . F e on'y ot  sour when he thought about  

a l l  he l o s t  i n t he evacuat i on. 

"I guess my ol d matt w H okay t o my mother and he never  had a 

b i g f i ght wi t h her . I har dl y used to t al k to my fat her as X never  

was cl ose to hi m so I r eal l y don't know what he r eal l y was l i k e . 

"y f at her  used tc never � i ve n< any money because he t hought  i t  

was wron*-  to squander money. Th? onl y t i me I rot any was when my 

handed i t o ut . von when I  got a l ot ol der my o l d man woul dn' t  

r i v e ae any money t o <30 out  on dat es wi t h. My mot her  was t he 

k i ndes t  t o me. She r eal l y WDS r e l i g i o us end she r ave ne a l o t  



l ect ur es but I di dn' t car e about t hat . She uan Buddhi st but a l l  

t he r est of the f ami l y was Chr i st i an« never t r i ed to get m 

r el i gi ous because I di dn't l i ke t hat s t uf f , I di dn' t want to be 

a ¿pody- goody boy because i t di dn't sui t me, 

"Ever si nce I was 13, I used t o have t o work al l  the t i me t o 

hel p the f ami l y. X woul d hel p riy f at her a l l  summer  l ong when the 

o t her  k i ds p l ay ed ar ound, I n t he wi nt er  t i me I  went  to s choo l  but  

1 al s o had t o hel p mor ni ng an n i gh t . I t  was a l l  ray ol d n an 's 

f aul t because he made me do. i t . T'y s i s t er s used, t o t r eat  me good 

and I  got  al o ng .vi t h t h<m. I  nev er  hud any Bi g f i gh t s wi t h ray 

br ot her xxei t her al t ho ihrjc d i dn ' t  l i k e some o f  t he t hi ngs I di d. 

He used t o st i c : wi t h t he f ami l y o r e and he never  pl ayed ar ound. 

I used to be ab l e t o co out o f  t he house any t i me I want ed to 

because my mot her  knew t hat  i t  was no use t r y i ng t o keep me 

l ocked up . ol d man was ver y s t r i c t  at  f i r s t  but  he got so he 

di dn ' t  c ar e i .ny mor e. He was s t r i c t  at  c er t a i n t i n-  s . I  r emember  

he want ed me t o t � J apanes e s c hoo l  once but  X J uf t  di t c hed so 

I  never  went  t o any o f  t hes e c l as s es . My o l der  br ot her  and si s-

t er s went  bec ause t he/ d i dn ' t  want  t o {$et  i nt o a T i ght  wi t h t he 

olcl  nan about  i t . 

r Ut  home I  s o Ice br oken J apanese and ly younger  s i s t er s di d 

t he same, but  my o l der  br o t her  and s i s t er s I way s spoke J apanese 

t o my par ent s . We J ust  e oke ¿ n l̂ i s h when we t al k ed t o i ach 

o t her  because I  d i dn ' t  know har dl y any o f  t hat  l angua e , 2 al -

ways at e J apanes e f ood but  I  d i dn ' t  mi nd t h- t . ry f o l k s never  

used t o g i v e me many l ec t ur es about  J apan, t  know t hat  my mot her  

want ed t o r p back but  we d i d n ' t  hf .ve enough money t o do t hat . fy 

ol d nan want ed t o send some of  us t o J apan "o r  an educ at i on be-
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cause t he o t her s di d t hat  but  we d i dn ' t  have enough money f o r  

t hat . Ity mot her  t r i ed t o hel p by t eac h i ng us at  home and we 

l ear ned a l o t  o f  J apanese cust oms "but i t  never  sunl c i nt o my head 

ver y much. I  o n l y di d i t  bec aus e i t  was t o av o i d an ar gument  

wi t h my o l d man. He al ways s ai d I  was d i s r es p ec t f u l . We wer e 

t o l d t o bow down t o t he o l der  peopl e and t hi ngs l i k e t hat . I  di d 

some o f  t hes e t h i n s out  of  habi t  but  I  doH*t  know what  t hey 

meant . 

nMy f at her  al ways di d want  t o go back t o J apan but  I  do n ' t  

:nov,< t he r eas on why . X guess he wont s t o d i e out  t her e because 

my mot her  s a i d once t hat  i f  t hey ev er  di ed her e i t  was up t o us 

k i ds t o s ee t hat  t hey wer e shi pped back t o t hei r  home t own i n 

J apan� I  do n ' t  know t he r eason w ŷ t hey do t hat , ¿ i t e r  t he r e-

g i s t  at i o n i n camp my f at her  dec i ded t o r epat r i at e and he went  t o 

Tul e L at e wi t h my mot her , o l der  br o t her  and younr er  s i s t e r . y 

o t her  s i s t e r s got  mar r i ed and one o f  t hem i s t ak i ng c ar e of  J <ne 

who d i dn ' t  want  t o go and l eav e her  f r i ends . I ' m out  her e on my 

own no,/ and I  do n ' t  have t o v/or i y about  t he f ami l y because I ' l l  

pr obabl y never  see thorn a g a i i . My f at her  want ed t he whol e f ami l y 

t o s t i c : : t o get her  and go t o Xu l e L ak e wi t h t hem but  none of  us 

o l der  : i i s want ed to o . I  j us t  t o l d t hen t hat  I  d i dn ' t  v. -  nt  t o 

�5° a s * d i d n H f ee l  l i k e bai r n; sent  t o J apan. I  do n ' t  know not h-

i ng about  i t  over  t her e so 1 p r ef er  t o s t i c k ar ound. : 'y o l des t  

br o t her  was al ways c l o s e t o my o l d man and my f o l k s f i gur ed t hat  

one boy i n t he f ami l y had t o go t o hel p t hem make a l i v i ng i n 

J apan so he went  wi t h t hem. I  pr obabl y woul d have had t o (;o wi t h 

t he f o l k s i f  he d i dn ' t  go , but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk I  woul d have l i k ed 

i t  ver y much. I ' i  mor e used t o t hi ngs ar ound her e. 
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" I n Los Angel es we r ent ed a whol e house o f  our own. At  f i r s t  

we wer e l i v i ng on Tent h f or about 3 year s af t er we came down 

f r om Seat t l e» Then wo moved up t o 21s t  *- >t. and that was near r an 

Pedr o S t . T?e l i ved thero f o r  5 year s? and af t er t hat we moved up 

t o 24t h c t . wher e we stayed unt i l  t he war st ar t ed. None of  t hese 

pl ac es wher e we l i ved was i n a J apanes e communi ty, Two bl ocks 

away f r om us t her e was a co l or ed d i s t r i c t , ii  l o t  o f  he at j i n and 

Mexi can peopl e l i v ed ar ound us ever y t i me. f at her  never  be-

l onged t o any of t he J apanese c l ubs i n I . A . ar  f ar  as I  know o f . 

He di d most  of  hi s bus i nes s wi t h t he l ar ge whol esal e house and he 

sol d t h i ngs t o anybody who came a l o ne. I t  was most l y Cauc as i an 

peo p l e. II' owned t wo st el l s i n t he mar ket  wher e they pol d al l  the 

pr oduc e. 

"Up i n Seat t l e I r emember  we used to l i v e near some J apanes e 

and t hat  was t he o nl y t i me. I don't know ver y much of my l i f e up 

t her e except  t hat  I br oke my arm one t i me. j *f t er c o r a i t o Los 

Angel es I r emember  more t hi n;« t hat  happened t o me. I wont  t o 9t h 

S t . s choo l  f i r s t  o f  a l l . I t was j ust l i k e any o t her  s choo l  and I 

J us t  want  t hr ough i t  wi t h t he r es t  o f  t he ki ds. I  al ways used t o 

f o r get  wher e r iy c l as s r oom v.as so X began t o out my c l as s es f o r  a 

wh i l e even when I  w is i n tho second or  th i r d gr ade. I  uass I  

never  hi .d t oo much t as t e f o r  s c hoo l  bec aus e t  di e n ' t  l i k e i t . when 

we moved over  t o ân Pedr o -  t . I  used t o set al 6nc pr et t y ood v i t h 

everyone an, I had a l ot o f  fun i n s c ho o l . 

- That  t i me I  behaved mysel f  and I  was m de t he f l u-  hoy . T h i s 

was an hour  f o r  t he t ei dr x because t he w i ol e so tool  had t o s a l u t e 

the f l ag % i n f r o nt  of  us wh i l e we put  i t  up . One day X br oke vj  

ar m agai n so I  c o u l dn f t  r a i s e t he f l ag anymor e and t hat  was a di n-
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a:;poi nt i i i ent . I t  t ook me F i x mont hs t o êt  wel l  and t hey d i dn*t  

want  me t o be f l ag boy any mor e because anot her  boy had t he hono r . 

I  s t ayed out  o f  c l as s es so I  f a i l ed i n my cour ses t hat  y ear . I  

never  pl ayed wi t h n i s e i  boys at  school  as ŷ bes t  pal  was Chi nese« 

He as bor n i n L »A» so he was not  a r eel  Ch i nes e. 

m'Yhen I  moved ov er  t o t he J ohn - »aaris j un i o r  hi  :h, I  hod a 

l o t  oi ' hal cuj i n f r i ends . I t  was a ver y st r l ot school  and t he s t u-

d i es wer e har d. I  at t ended t her e f o r  8 year s and t hat  was when I  

s t ar t ed t o so ar ound wi t h t he Mexi c an boys . I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he 

s c hoo l  so much so I  t r ans f er r ed t o L af ay et t e j uni o r  h i ph a f t er  

t hat  and I  gr aduat ed f r o a j uni o r  h i gh i n 192><\  

"I t was a f t e r  t hat  t hat  I s t ar t ed t o get  bed. I {?uess i t  was 

because I  was i nf l uenc ed by my p a l s . I  went  ar ound ,'i t h a l o t  of  

'*9Xl oai  guys and we woul d di t c h sch o l  ever y t i me, " e j us t  vent  

ar ound downt own and we s t o l e a l l  k i nds o f  t h i ngs t hat  we want ed» 

IVhen I  was about  12 year s o l d I  got  caught  t ho f i r s t  t i ne . I  was 

wi t h a booc'i i e f r i end t hat  t i me* and I  shoul d have known bet t er  

t han t o go s t eal  somet hi ng wi t h a t i mi d guy l i k e t hat . The oops 

ca s ar ound and t o l d my mot her  and she as ver y ashamed o f  me. 

Vy o l d man r ai s ed t he r oof  but  he d i dn ' t  hi t me. k l i t t l e l a t er  

t i l e same J apanes e guy went  out  and s t o l e ;.3C f r om anot her  J apan-

es e man. I  hel ped hi m spend a l l  t h i s money up . The J apanese man 

t hat  he s t o l e t h money I r o n r ot  wi s e and he t o l d r ay l at her  so 

t hat  she br ought  me over  t her e wi t h her . I d i d n ' t under s t and what  

was r oi ng on or  what  as s ai d but  t her e was al o t  o f  ar gument  

about  who was t he t h i e f . I t  «EX ended up wi t h me be i n/? accused 

o f  s t ea l i ng t he money beoaur e I  d i d n ' t  know what  was s a i d so I  

o o u l dn ' t  def end my s el f , '¿he man d i d n ' t  do not  � I nr  except  t e l l  mj  
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Hoi ks to r epay t he m ney 

"One of  t he r eas ons why we moved t o 21s t  t̂ . a f t e r  t hat  wad 

so t hat  I  coul d ¿et  away f r om t he c l ub o f  boys I  went  ar ound 

wi t h , but  I  p t  i n wi t h ano t her  Mexi c an boy s ' gr oup i n t he new 

nei ghbor hood. I  ot  al ong pr et t y good wi t h t hem because J  knew 

l ow t o do a l o t  of  t h i ngs t hey d i d . "'e .rot  a c l ub house o f  our  

own and we began t o s t eal  b i c y c l es . Cur  gangs raust  have s t o l en 

150 b i c y c l es I n a l l  and we woul d s e l l  t hem or  t ake t hen apar t  

i n t he c l ub h us e on ' s t o r e i t  r uay . - V0 � oul d j us t  ¿|o up t o any 

bi c y c l e t hat  was par ked i n anot her  par t  o f  t he c i t y and r i de 

away wi t h i t . I  w s o nl y 14 year s ol d t hen . 

\  "P r et t y soon we s t ar t ed t o go downt own t o do s ho p l i f t i ng on 

a bU:r er  s c a l e . r /e s t o l e ever yt  i ng we coul d get  our  hands on 

because t he &uys l ooked up t o you i f  you coul d get  away wi t h ex-

pens i ve t h i ngs . «»e woul d al s o r o al on and s t r i p a l l  par ked c ar s 

and t hen s e l l  t hese pe . t  > t  t he J unk man. ¿¿om t i mes we woul d 

j us t  o &nd s c r at c h t he er r  up wi t h our  k i v es and t hen r un awaj  

Ther e wer e about  15 ":exi c an boys i n our  nanr  and I  was t he onl y 

Ni s e i . I  was one o f  t he o l des t  guys i n t he c l ub so t hey used t o 

r i nd o f  t ake or der s f r om me. I  never  di e have to have a f i gh t  

wi t h any o f  t he 1 t o see who woul d be t he l eader  bec aus e 3 or  3 o f  

us r an t he c l ub. Those r uyr  coul d r ea l l y ,:i  ;ht  and t hey b ,;an t o 

c ar r y k ni v es ar ound wi t h t hem. 

"P r et t y soon I  dec i ded t o go i n f o r  mor e bi  t i $e t h i ngs so 

I  qu i t  t he I  .s t ar t ed t o no ar ound wi t h one M >i c an f r i end 

ai d we began t o br ee!: i nt o l i t t l e s t o r  s . J  One t i me we br oke i nt o 

t he c i t y s choo l  and we r ot  a set  o f  mas t er  keys f o r  al most  ever y 

s choo l  i n t he o l t y . '¿hat  t i me we went  a l l  ar ound t he c l eaned up . 



-11-

We t ook paper , p enc i l s , pen- poi nt s and ev er y t h i ng l i k e t hat . 

"Then one t i me we wer e caught  br eak i ng i nt o a s t o r e, v;© 

wer e t ak en t o t he Ci t y Ha l l  an t hey f  i n?;er - pr ' nt ed us and ever y-

t h i ng . V'e had to "o t o t he Cent r al  J a i l  and t hey l i ned us up and 

t ook our  p i c t u r es . <e wer e booked at  t he Gar f i e l d S t . J a i l . X 

was s ent  t o t he J uv en i l e Cour t  home f o r  a week bef o r e my o l d man 

got  me o ut . They s ai d I  was on t r i a l  and i f  X beh ved ays e l f  X 

woul d not  be put  i nt o t hat  p l ac e ag* i n . 

r tMy f o l k s wer e pr et t y sor e about  t h i s and t hey woul d!!11 l et  

me i 'O out  of  t he house at  a l l  f o r  a whi l ' � - »- hey s-  i d I  was on 

pr obat i on so t hey had t o 'ceep a cl ot - e eye on me so I  wo ul dn ' t  

get  i nt o t r oubl e anymor e» I  star t - >d t o f :o back t o s choo l  vthen 

a l l  o f  a sudden ray Mexi c an f r i ends squeal ed and t o l d about  a l l  o f  

t he o t her  p l ac es we had r o bbed. I  was s i t t i n r  i n t he c l ass r oom 

when t he det ec t i v e came t o schoo l  and r ot  mo. - hey t ook mo. r i  'ht  

hone and he s t ar t ed t o sear ch t he house and he f ound a l o t  o f  

s t o l on t hi n ;s hi dden ar o und. ...11 o f  t he s c hoo l  su »pl i es t hat  we 

s t o l e was i n our  basement . I  had f  bout  �200 wor t h of  f anc y Xmos 

end bi r t hday c ar ds t  l at  we had s t o l e whol e boxes o f  f r om t he 

s t o r es . They j us t  ook ne t o j a i l  ria I  had anot her  t r i a l  i n t he 

Tuv eni l e Co ur t . 

"The woman j ucge want ed t o send me t o a r ef o r m schoo l  but  

she f i  o i l y dec i ded t o gi v e me anot her  ohance because my f o l k s 

sai d t hat  t hey woul d see t hat  I  behaved. I  was ashamed bec aus e 

my f o l k s wer e so hur t  and I  sor t  of  s t r i ght e l ed out  a f t e r  t hat . 

X d i dn ' t  l o not  h i  it  f o r  a whi l e but  go t o s choo l  and I  kept  ew y 

f r om my Mexi c an p a l s , «i t e r  a f ew mont h? one o f  my Mexi c an 

f r i ends s t o l e s, 00 some p i ec e and he want ed t o t ak e me out  f o r  a 
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g- od t i n e . r :e j us t  went  out  and we had a bi g t i ne s pendi ng a l ot  

01 money t o buy anyt hi ng we want ed. The Mexi c an my was ab ut  21 

and he got  accused o f  s t eal i ng t h i s money a week l a t e r . He went  

t o j a i l  but  he d i dn f t  s queal  on me. 

"Al l  t hi s t i ne my mother was l i vi ng me l ect ur es about  bei ng 

a good boy . - he woul d t e l l  me t hat  ot her  Ni s e i  boy d i d n ' t  get  

i nt o t r o ubl e l i k e I  di d but  I  o i dn ' t  t h i nk I  was bei nr  ' i d exc ept  

when I  s t o l e t h i nr s once i n a wh i l e . ,Ty f at her  never  sai  much 

because he wr s pr et t y d i s gus t e wi t h me. The r es t  or  t he f ami l y 

never  s a i d no t h i ng. J j V mot her  made me pr omi se t o qui t  f *oi m; 

ar ound wi t h t he Mexi can boys so I  dec i ded t o r ef o r m. I  hi .d an 

MKX I t al i i n f r i end who owned an aut omobi l e and he woul d t ake me 

a l l  ar ound wi t h hi m .l ust  t o r i d e . Ther e v,as one o t her  '"eXl can 

boy who went  ar ouna wi t h us end we never  s t o l e or  any t hi n l i k e 

t hat . I t r ar  17 t hen and i t  eas j us t  bef o r e t he \ :or . 

" I  cont i nued s c hoo l  at  L af ay et t e j un i o r  hi -  h dur i ng t i l  t h i s 

t i me when I  war  f i r s t  get t i ng i n t o t r o ubl e. I  p l ayed ar ound qui t e 

a bi t  t her e ana I  never  s t ud i ed. Ther e wer e a l o t  ox Ni s ei  k i ds 

goi  t o t han sc l ool  but  I  never  went  ar ound ,. i t h t he? as t hey 

l i v ed a i on ; way f r om ny nei ghbo r hood. \ »11 o f  t he LOB ¿NGELES 

bad Ti sei  boys went  t o t he t  school  and a l ot  o f  t hem cot  i nt o 

t r oubl e j us t  l i k e me. '¿hey voul d qui t  t  chool  anc har dl y «..ny o f  

"X v/as put  i n t o a s pec i a l  home r oom as I  had t r oubl e wi t h 

t he t eac her  and I  made fier cry onc e. I  ooul dnM; co t o any o f  

t he as s embl i es and I  h- d t o gr aduat e i n the pr i  , .e i pal , s of  T i c s s 

t hey vr oul dn* t  l et  ne pp out  on t he s t ege v i t h th-  re?- t  o f  t he 

c l as s . They si  i d 1 deser ve t h i s honor  f o r  - ei n i o bad i n eeh o l . 

t hem r n duat ed f r om h i c h r  ohool  
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"A f t er t hat  I s t ar t ed t o go t o J ef f er s o i  h i gh school  and I  ( 

t ook i t  easy t her e. I  t ook an I ndust r i al  cour se and I  di d pr et ty 

good. I  never s t udi ed o r  t ook notes o f  what  t he t eacher was say-

i ng. <i t  gym I  never  s t r i pped down wi t h t he ot her  k i ds , I  guess 

i t  was because I  wan so sk i nny t hat  X d i dn ' t  l i k e t he ot her  guys 

t o :i ako r un o f  t i e. - l a t ' s why I  t r i ed t o yet  bu I t  up c l o t hes 

and I  began t o pay a l ot  o f  at t ent i on t o t hi ngs J  wor e. I  

l ear ned how t o d êss f r om t he Mexi can k i ds because t hey r e l l y 

knew 10 t o bo e l es s y . They had »dr ap s ' (zoot  r u i t s ) way bef or e 

t he i f  ei  hear d of  such t h i ngs . 

' I  d i dn ' t  have any i nt er es t  i n ny ccur ses and t h at ' s why I  

f-  Her  . X-  was al . r  / r  bei  yr  s- nt  up t o t he p r i nc i p a l ' ; o f f i c e be-

cause I  out  ny c l as s es so nueh. I t  was n't  e eo t l y ny f aul t  t hat  

I  r o s l eepy , i  was hel p i ng ny f at her  ear l y i n t he mor ni ng and I  

woul d cone t o school  l at e a l o t  o f  t hat  on account  of  t hat . I  

woul d get  s l eepy i n c l as s so X began t o cut  t wo or  t hr ee t i mer  a 

week . The school  p r i nc i pal  got  mad at  t t i s so he f i na l l y t o l d me 

t o qui t  at  t he end o f  t he f i r s t  y - er  and r o t o c ont i nuat i on h i gh . 

They s ai d t- at  I  had to go t o t he Met r opo l i t an hi r>h schoo l  f o r  4 

hour s a week unt i l  I  was 18 and I  never  di d t h i s . My-  f o l k s d i dn ' t  

know t he d i f f er enc e, '¿he school  used t o send a t r uant  o f f i c er  t o 

my house ever y 2 or  I  mont hs bu I  never  pai d any at t ent i o n t o 

t hen. They c o u l dn ' t  t  I k t o my par ent s ver y wel l  as ny f o l k s 

d i d ' . ' t  speak Engl i s h t hat  good. Us ual l y I  was th onl y one who 

t al ked t o t he t r uant  o f f i c e r  and I  woul d make a l o t  of  pr omi ses 

about  go i ng t o school  whi ch X d i dn ' t  k eap . l  

" I  was i nt er es t ed i n bu i l d i ng up a 'souped- up' oar , as I  

knew a Mexi can guy who ov.ned a hopped- up car  and ever - one used t o 
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be j eal ous of  hi m. I  st ar t ed to bui l t . up one "by mysel f ai d I  got  

al l  the par t s together by savi ng al l  the money I had. ~f t er 6 

months, I had about v20C i nvest ed and I wes j ust about f i ni shed 

up wi t h the hopped up car when the war had to br eak out -  and I had 

to vei l  ever yt hi ng f or �70 af t er t hat . Tht t sure gr i ped me and 

thet i s my bi g squawk t gai nst th ev .cut«tion. I used t o.l i ke 

out on th £ I t f l at , al l  the t i me. I ,as pl anni n-  to bui l , a 

super- hopped- up car so I coul d beat al l  the r est of the guys. 

vas 16 when I he d tc qui t school  because I f ai l ed a fev. 

t i mes. ' y f ol ks wanted me to get a good educat i on but I tol d 

them that I wasn't .oi ng to school  any more. Then y f at her sai d 

that I h; d to work f ul l  t ime wi th hi ' .. I coul dn't et out of i t 

so I usee to hel p del i ver the t hi ngs and I ould work around the 

mar wt st; l i s I owned. lie pai d me ..5 a week f or t hi s wor k. I 

r eal l y - orked hard that t i me. I n the summer, the mar et . i s open-

I was .used to i t becaus I st ar t i ng hel pi  g my da£2 f i r t when I 

wa: 1Z year s ol d. £ v e n ...hen. I v. ent to sa ool , I used to work at 

l east T/. hours f or my dad i l l  the morn i n. so t hat I used tc f al l  

o 

t ' e r eason why I  cut  c l as ses so I  c oul d go o f f  eom ;1 i ce t o 

s l eep . T h i s was one o f  t he mai n r easons why I  d i dn ' t  l i k e schoo l  

so muchQ "a t u r a l l y when I  began t o cut  c l as s es I  woul d go ar ound 

l ook i ng f o r  ot her  guys who di d t he same t hi ng and. t hen we woul d 

have f un t oget her . 

?I t was more exci t ement t o go around wi t h the Mexi can boys 

because they were al ways up to some f un. 2ver y once I n a whi l e 
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we woul d get  i n t o a bi g g&ng i i ĥt , but  I never got-  i nt o one o f  

t hose br awl s wher e t hey used kni ves. Ye wer e a young <cuys and 

onl y t he o l der  guys Si d t hat . I  never  drank whi s k ey bef or e t he 

war but I was onl y 15 when I went up to t he whore house the f i r st 

t i n e , I be<;an t o r ear  zoot sui t s ar id t r apes from about 1°40 as 

a l l  o f  t he M x i c an euys wer e do i ng i t . 

'V.f t er  wo r k i ng f o r  my dad f o r  qui t e a wh i l e I  go t  a j ob as 

sor t  o f  a mec han i c ' s hel per  i n May , 1941. '¿hi s ave me a chance 

t o wor k on my own c ar . I  war  wor l d.nr  f o r  a Chi nes e m y and he 

woul d s p ec i a l i z e i n nak i n up hopped up c ar s t o s e l l  so I  hel ped 

hi m. e used t o buy a l o t  of  t i r es f o r  t hes e car s and we had 

qui t e a f ew o f  t hen when t he war  s t ar t ed . "hen t he t i r e r at i on-

i ng came al ong we made qui t e a bi t  o f  mc i ey on t hese t i r e s . r"e 

us ed t o buy o l d t i r es f o r  50c and t hen r et r ead t hem wi t h some 

l uei ne r ubber  on t he v u l o an i zer  and t hen r es e l l  t hen f o r  7. 00. 

Then t he ev ac uat i on f i r s t s t a r t ed I  went  ar ound wi t h t h i s Chi nese 

guy and we bought  up a l l  k i nds of  c ar s f r om t he J apan s e. I  

woul d t  - l i  hi m about  t he Ni ho a j i n who want ed t o s el l  t hei r  c; TB 

end I  woul d get  a commi ss i on f o r  eac h s al e made, X onl y wor ked 

Z month;-  r egul a f o r  t he gar age but  I  us ed t o s t i c k ar ound t her e 

i n my spar e t i ne even when I  had no t her  j ob. 

" I  went  out  t o Guadal upe t o wor k i n a nur s er y i n Aur us t , 

l r 41 t  s r ay br ot her - i n- l aw was out  t her e. :ty fol k:-  want ed me t o 

go bec ause t hey t hought  t he chance woul d make me s et t l e down. I  

d i dn ' t  car e so much any / ay . I t  was an eas y J ob as a l l  we di d wt .s 

t o p l ant  f l o wer s , - e l i v ed way up on t he f ar m and .r ent  t o t own 

on y once a wee :. On t hose days we j us t  went  t o a show as I  

d i dn ' t  > l ow anyone up i n t he c ount r y . 1 sur e di d mi ss I . A . I  was 
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used to go i ng t o who r e houses but  t her e was no pl ace l i k e t hat  up 

i n Guadef cupe, 

" I n L . A , t her e used to be a c er t ai n a l l ey wher e t he whi t e 

gi r l s hung ar ound a l l  t he t i me and I  used t o go out  t her e every 

week wi t h t he Mexi can boys , »e wer e onl y about  15 when we f i r s t  

s t ar t ed t o - 30. I  r emenher  we got  a 1Z year  ol d w1 i t e g i r l  once 

and f i v e r excan boys and I  to< k her  i n t he al l ey an I s i d her . 

Then she br ought  her  17 y ar  o l d s i s t er  wi t h her , ¿ f t e r  t hat  

t her e used t o be a l l  k i nds o f  e i r l s 10 hung ar ound t her e. I  

used t o see one Ni s ei  i r l  t oo but  I  never  i. ot  c l ose t o her . 

Most  Mi sei  never  saw such t h i ngs but  t he * l e a n f el l ows got  

ar ound when t hey wer e pr et t y y oum;, 

" I  had good t r ai n i ng at  home and i t  was n ' t  my f au l t  t hat  I  

got  bad. I  went  t o chur ch r egul ar l y un t i l  I  was I B year s o l d . 

They even gave me a Bi b l e t o r ead but  I  eased o f f  on t hat  k i nd of  

s t u f f  af t er  I  s t ar t - d t o go ar ound v/i t h my pa l s . I t  was a J apan-

ese chur ch t hat  I  went  t o . I  onl y knew v r y f- n; Ni s ei  and none 

o f  t hem wer e r eal  >'.;ood f r i ends of  mi ne. I  never  went  ar ound be-

i ns; pal s wi t h any o f  t hem been use I  d i dn ' . kr  ow t hen t het  we l l , 

The mai  l  r eason f o r  t hi s was t hat  I  l ust  d i d n U l i v e 1 r ound t hem, 

I  never  knew anyt hi ng -  bout  boochi e dances as X al ways went  t o 

t he Mexi can ones t o hum: ar ound. 

" I  r ot  i nt er es t ed i n g i r l s when I  was i bout  1 � and t he Mexi -

can euys and I  wo ul ' j us t  pi c k t hem up i n t he shows . Those 

"'exi can g i r l s r eal l y l i k ed t o be l oved up . They never  s ai d any* 

t h i  £ t o me i f  I  s t ar t ed t o l ay ar ound. I  never  was consc i ous 

o f  r ace bef or e t he war  and I  d i dn ' t  know what  i t  vqb a l l  about  

unt i l  t hey s. i d we had t o ev ac uat e, I  onl y knew one Ni st  i  g i r l  
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bef or e the v.ar . 

'�"Vhi l e I was i n hi~,h school  I went ar ound wi t h a Ni sei ;i r l  

f or a whi l e but ; he v/ae-  ol der t han I . She qui t ne af t er a month 

when I got hot f o r  h e r . I t was t he f i r st t i me I ever took a 

booc l i e g i r l  out end I d i d n ' t know how t o act ar ound them as t hey 

wer e d i f f e r e n t  xt or . t ho Mexi c an «' i r i s I  'mew. I  r ues s I  di dn' t 

know how t o beh v(. r i e' i t  and t h a t ' s t he r eas o n Why we br oke up4 

I  d i d n ' t  go wi t h ano t her  booohi e g i r l  u n t i l  I  went  t o camp* 

" I  nev er  gav e t he bo o o hi e k i ds a t hought  as I  d i d n ' t  s een t o 

do t he same t h i ngs t hat  t hey a i d . I  j us t  d i d n ' t  c ar e f o r  t hem as 

t hey seemed t o be t oo qu i et  and a l l  t hey wer e i n t e r es t ed i n was 

b as k e t b a l l . 1 ey t hought  I  was t oo much o f  a r owdy . I  d i d n ' t  

bel ong t o any Ni s e i  c l ubs at  a l l  bef o r e t he i /ar . I  f ound t hat  I  

c o u l dn ' t  s peak any J apanes e exc ept  t o * y mot her  bec aus e I  had 

nev er  30 ne t o a J apanes e : 0 100I  l i k e t he r es t  o f  t he booc ht e k i ds 

d i d . 

"i l y o I ci er  br o t her  / 1, s a qu i et  and conser ve t i v one and he 

wor ked a l l  t he t i me so t hat  he nev er  p l ay ed ar o und. He al way s 

s t ay ed ar ound home t o he l p t he f o l k s o ut , I  nev er  pa i d much 

t  t ent  i o n t o h i m« as h -  was d i f f e r en t  f r om me and I  had my own 

i n t e r es t s . I  never  hod t r o ubl e get t i ng al on i t h my s i s t e r s as 

t hey a l way s s t uc k up f o r  me when my o l der  br o t her  s a i d I  was bad. 

�v f ol k.* want ed me t o do t oo mubh o f  t hat  J v oanese s t u f f  and I  

d i d n ' t  l i k e t o f o l  ovr  i t  a f t e r  I  got  i nt  > hi  1 s c ho o l . My zmic 

br o t her  J us t  d i d ev er y t h i ng he was t o l a and he t hought  I  s houl d do 

t he same t &i n g . 

"v;hen my o l der  s i s t e r  want ed to get  l ur r i ed my f o l k s o b j ec t ed 

so much t hat  ; h had to e l o p e . ¡<e d i d n ' t  go t hr ough any o f  t hat 
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bai s hak uni n s t u f f  when ny sedond s i s t er  pot  mar r i ed e i t her  be-

cause she d i d n ' t  want  i t . X was n ' t  any wor se t han a l o t  or  l ei  s 

but  some of  t he J apanese seem t o t hi nk I  was t e r r i b l e . 

"J ust bef o r e t he war  I  was n ' t  sur e o f  what I  w&nt ed. I  had 

t aken mechani cal  dr af t i ng i n hi gh school  and I  l i ked that cour se 

t he bes t . 1 t hought  t hat  I  c oul d us e i t  t o wor k on aut omobi l es . 

I  t h i nk I  woul d had :ept  on doi n< some Ki nd of aut omobi l e work i f  

t - e war di d not  s t a r t . 1 de f i n i t e l y war  not  i nt er es t ed i n any 

f ur t her  educ at i o n. I  l i k ed r ad i o wor k and X t hour ht  I  #i ght do 

t hat  some day but  t  at  was onl y a dr eam. I  n< v r  t hour ht  I  w ul d 

be l eav i ng Los Angel es . 

I  v.as i n uuadal upe v.hen t he �a: f i r s t  s t ar t ed . I  d i dn ' t  f i nd 

out  about  P ear l  Har bor  un t i l  I  saw t he l eadl i nes i n t he news paper s . 

I  d i dn ' t  car e ebout  i t  at  a l l  as I  s t i l l  was i nt er es t ed r  or e i n 

- l ay i ng ar o und. My br ot her - i n- l aw got  a l l  r o r r i ed about  t he f ami l y 

so he ,ec i ded t o so back t o Los An ê l r s so I  went  back wi t h t hem, 

¿ f t e r  I  got  i ome I  kept  o i n% ar ound witrti  - ly I t  ¡ l i an f r i end i n 

h i s c ar  j us t  l i k e bef o r e and I  l ever  pai d any at t ent i o n t o t he 

war , cur f ew or  any t hi nr  t hey Bu i d . I  as at  a Mexi can dance once 

when t he cops r ai d*d t he p l ac e. I t  vms about  n i dn i  ht  and I  j us t  

st ood t her e and t he cops d i dn ' t  even l ook at  me. They j us t  came 

i n t o ar r es t  a cou l e ox" Mexi c an guys th-  t  t hey wer e l ook i ng f o r . 

"Ti y f r i end a n , I  us ed t o dr i v e up t o ; :o l l y ood and o t her  

pl aoes ever y ni  h t . I  never  t  ought  any 'l i ne .bout  t he war . Then 

t hey t o l d me t hat  t he J apanes e had t o ev ac uat e, I had a i unny fee 1-

i n . as I t hou ht  I woul d never  be made t o l eav e. X d i dn ' t  know 

t hat  M s e i  had t o 30 t oo . ut  I  f o r get  about  i t  r i ght  awr y and I 

kept  doi ng ever y t i n I  had done bef o r e. I  d i dn ' t  s e l l  y car 
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u n t i l  a coupl e o f  days bef o r e ev ac uat i on as i t  t ook me t hat  l ong 

t o get  f i n i s hed hoppi ng i t  up , I  sur e f e l t  bad when I  had t o 

l eav e. The ni ght  bef o r e I  l e f t  I  went  over  t o s t ay at  one o f  my 

x i c an f r i end ' s home and a l l  o f  t hese guys pr omi sed t o oome and 

v i s i t  rie v/V n " was put  i n t o i  ant  a ¿ n i t a , 

"A l l  t h i s t i me I  d i d n ' t  know no t h i ng o f  hat  was happeni ng 

t o t he J a. . nese i n Lo: Ar  el es as s I  nev er  was ar ound t hem. The 

r--  x i c an f r i ends I  had never  s ai d no t hi ng o f  t he war  and I  d i dn f t  

r ead t he newspaper s ver y o f t en . My }'� x i o nn f r i -  nde a l s > h l ped 

us t o pack away our  t h i ngs when we f i n a l l y had t o l eav e , 

"*t y o l d man t ook t he ev ac uat i on pr et t y har d and ho war  ver y 

ups et  about  i t . l ie hod t o s e&l  a l l  o f  h i e t h i ngs c heapl y and he 

c o u l dn ' t  ;r t  much f o r  i t , Ve s o l d nanj r  t hi ngs r ea l  qui c k end we 

s t or e so l d o f  our  bel o ngi ngs . My o l d man never  s ai d much about  

i t  t o me as he was a qui et  guy anyway, but  I  knew he was pr et t y 

b i t t e r  agal  s t  t h i s count r y f o r  what  was happeni ng, I  J ust  s t uc k 

al ong wi t h t he f ami l y s s t her e was no t hi ng el s e t hat  I  coul d do . 

F o r  s wh i l e I  was t h.'.nki n o f  h i d i ng out  wi t h riy '" x i c an f r i ends 

and pas s i ng as a Mexi can ai t  I  changed ny n i nd� " y f ami l y j us t  

had t o go wher e we wer e put  as my par ent s c o u l dn ' t  a f f o r d t o 

v o l unt ar i l y evacuat ed any p l ac e . I t  v.as about  t h i s t i me; t hat  my 

unc l e and aunt  novo i n wi t h us so t hat  we coul d a l l  go t o camp 

t o get her , I  ues s I  had t he l eas t  f ami l  � s p i r i t  of  anymor e as I  

d i dn ' t  coop r at e t oo much. I  j us t  c ont i nued t o r un ar ound ever y 

ni ght  r i ght  un t i l  t he end and I  d i dn ' t  s t ay home t o t i e boxes and 

t hi ngs l i k e t hat . 

"One o f  ny c ous i ns hod v o l unt ar i l y evac uat ed up t o Co l or ado 

t  s t ar t  a f ar m t her e but  we c oul  n ' t  do any t h i ng l i k e t i nt  be-
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c aus e we d i d n ' t have t he money , I  don' t know ver y much o f  how ny 

f o l k s t ook car e o f  t h e i r  bus i nes s as I  wa s n ' t  t oo i n t er es t ed about  

i t . - 'j  f a t h er  j us t  cl os-  d h i s who l es al e bus i nes s r i gh t  up and he 

must  have l ost qui t a bi t of money bec aus e he was al way s con-

pl ai ni ng about hi s l oss . I nev er  at eked hi m about t he d e t a i l s , 

'Ther e used t o bo a l o t  of  s t o r i es obout  us êi ng t mec her us 

J aps and a l l  t hat  s t u f f  but  I  nev er  pa i d any a t t en t i o n to t hat . 

I gues s I was t oo bus -  i n o t her  t  i n gs t o g i v e i t  much of  a t hought 

and I knew i t  wa s n ' t  tiaue any way . I di dn ' t  g i v e ¿J  d a m bout  w at  

t hey s ai d about  us anyway , X had ny own f r i en ds t he sane as be-

f or -  and i t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e . I  di dn ' t  ex ac t l y want  t o 

be ev ac uat ed , but  I  d i d n ' t  c ar e e i t h e r  as t her e was n o t h i n g I  

c oul d do i f  T h i d wi t h my Mex i c an f r i en ds i n L os - nge l es . 

e wer e s ent  out  t o ¿- anta A n i t a i n - ay , 1"42 . The camp 

l ook ed ver y bi g t o me and I  nev er  saw so many J apanes e i n a l l  my 

l i f e * " "ie p l ac e was j us t  «war n i ng '.,1t h t hem. I ht .ar d t her  wer e 

1 9 , 0 0 0 a l t o get  er . � '"hen I  f i r s t  went  t her e I  f i ���ur ea t hat  I  vo ul d 

get  us ed t o i t  a f t e r  a wh i l e even i f  1 di < n ' t  know any Ni s e i  at  

a l  . I  met  some o f  t he L os Angel as bad boys as I  knew t hem s l i gh t -

l y when t her  w r e got  i g t o J e f f e r s o n hi  h as t hey had t o go to t he 

p r i n c i p a l ' s o f f i c e a l l  t he t i ne f o r  mi s behav i ng and I  us ed t o see 

them t her e. I  never  want  ar ound v i t h t hem u n t i l  wo ~ot  i nt o camp. 

I  d i d n ' t - et i l on v i t h t han t oo good but  t her e war  no one el se 

ar o und f i at I was i n t er es t ed i n . T hes e guys want ed t o go t o al l  

t i e dances end t hey wxn i eac t ed l i ke bi g s ho t s , - 11 they vant edt o 

do ,'8s l 'i  ht . They al wa r s wanted to bor r ow ny c l o t hes as hi  d 

some good dr apes and I  di dn' t l i k e t hat  muoja. X l i v ed at  home 

en I was p r e t t y bore . I j ust wal k ed ar ound camp most of the 



- 31-

t i me, I  met  a g i r l  and I  was i nt r oduc ed t o her  br o t her  so I  

st ar t ed t o qo ar ound wi t h hi m f o r  a whi l e (CH- 1L,}. He s ang v/i t h 

t he Ni s e i  o r c hes t r a a f ew t i nes but  I  qui t  go i ng Gr ound wi t h hi m 

as he was t oo c o nc ei t ed, l i e was much o l  er  t han I  v.- as anyway , 

' I  began t o t h i nk of  wor k so I  put  my name i n t he empl oyment  

o f f i c e , I  got  mys el f  a j ob i n t he camouf l age net  f ac t o r y . I  was 

one of  t he v er y f  i r s t  t o ¿50 t her e , I  onl y wor ked f o r  a f ew day s 

bef o r e I  was chased o ut , - he ;uy t o l d us t i a t  wo woul d get  ex i r a 

t i me i f  we wor ked har d, but  e wo ul dn' t  , :i ve i t  t o u s . I  got  sor e 

and t he ;- uy s ai d t hey woul d bac k me up i f  I  went  i n t o c ompl ai n, 

I  went  t o t he head uy an.; we had an ar gument  so t hat  he f i r ed me. 

He f  i d I  ooul d never  have any k i nd of  camp j ob anymor e but  I  

d i d n U onr e, 

"A f t er  t hat  1 j us t  l o af r d and f l ay ed ar o und. I  met  some ;uys 

V, o had come i n f r om Ter mi nal  I s l and and I  s t ar t ed t o go ar ound 

wi t h t hem. / . I I  w di d .as p l ay c ar ds and basebal l , o began t o 

00 ar ound wi t h g i r l s and w< t ook i n a l l  ox' t he danc es . I  was 

never  t oo happy wi t h t  i s l i f e i n � ant ;a -  n i t a and I bg/j an t o mi s s 

my ol d f r i ends bac home. ;i y ;t e; i c an f r i ends came t o v i s i t  me a 

f ew t i mes when I  *as t her e. I  d i dn ' t  t h i n t oo much of  t he 

booc hi es i n canp as I  t hou ht  t hey wer e k i nd o f  s i  p i e . " hen I  

wor e uiy dr apes , t V 4au d and t hey d i d n ' t  l i k e my hai r c ut  but  

1 d i dn ' t  gi v e a d a m, L l o t  of  t he I . , , , - uyr  wer e wa r i n g zoot  

«l i t  3 at  ¿. ant a ni t  a � � nd ver y body t hought  t hey we r e a11 bad, I  

was about  t he onl y one t her e n t h a f i nder - t i n coat  t hought  and 

pr et t y soon a l l  t he ,r uys t o o r der  t r  n f r om the: o ut s i de, I  

knew i ow t o dr ».pe pant s So I  woul d char ge 1 t o do i t  f o r  t h a and 

I  made mor e money t hi s way t han i f  I  h, d a r egul ar  j o b. ¿11 t he 



booohl e fel l fews began t o t ke up dr apes so I got a l ot of pract -

i ce i n camp. 

"Ar ound t h i s t i me ! met another gi r l  that I  l i ked and I  went  

s t eady wi t h her f o r  a oupl e of mont hs befor e we broke up. ¿'i na-

l l y I  pot  so bor ed t hat  I  went t o wrk as a l i sh washer i n the 

mess h a l l . I  be ên t o n< et  f e l l o ws t her e. I t  was a l ot  o f  f un 

as we coul d swi pe f - ou a l l  t he t i me. I  got  a l o n wi t h t he ol d men 

pr et t y v e i l  and I  nev er  had any t r o ubl e. One da y a bunch of  us 

s t o l e a t r uck and W� r ode ar ound camp wi t h i t  a l l  day I on,":. 'Then 

i t  got  l ut e we l e f t  i t  per ked r i  ht  out  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he r oad 

i n t he cent e r  of  camp. 

"The onl y r ea l  exc i t ement  we had was t he r i o t . Ther * was a 

I ' i l i p i no m y t her  who was a s queal er . The r i o t  s t ar t ed when he 

oame out  of  t he mess hal l  and one o f  my f r i ends was-  c has i ng hi m. 

They broke up ev e r / t h i n and t hat  � s how t he r i o t  s t ar t ed . The 

h a i i j i n po l i c e l ent  - ;r i ed t o s t op � ira wi t h a k n i f e and t hey ho can 

t o t hr ow t h i n s at  h i n . I  he whol e carrp was :nad any ray b cause o f  

t he s ear c h , ¿bout  000 peopl e came out  and t hey a l l  «er -  mi l l i ng 

ar ound t he ;at es . mi ys f i n a l l y f oun I  t h I  i l i p i  è ;uy h i d i ng 

i n a smal l  roo'-  and t hey j us t  about  k i l l ed hi . n. Then t he Ar my 

s t ar t ed to come i n and t hey t r i ed to sc .r e a l l  o f  t he peopl e wi t h 

mac l i ne . uns . They had a my 1 w i n t her e f o r  a f ew days and j eeps 

wer e go i n& a l l  over  t he camp wi t h ar med s o l d i er s n t hem. One o f  

t he £uys J  kne t  ¡r r w a r ock at  one of  t he j oeps one ni ght  but  he 

i s seel . 

"A f t  er a f ew d? y s t h i ngs began t o c oo l  do. n . r f he peopl e i n 

ci  ip wer e mad at  t he way t hey wer e be i n,' pushed ar ound and t hey 

i i d n H l i k e i t  when t he po l i c e s t o l e t hi ngs f r om t he bar r ac ks . 
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They d i dn ' t  l i k e bei ng p shed ar ound i n mmp l i k e an i mal s . I  

never  saw any of  t hat  pr o- J apan demonst r at i on l i k e t he newspaper  

s a i d , I  d i dn ' t  know what t a hel l  was <- oin;* on anyway, I  d i dn ' t  

c ar e as l ong as t hey d i dn ' t  bo t her  me. I  was hav i ng my f un and 

t hat  was a l l  I  ear ed about . The onl y t h i ng I  d i dn ' t  l i k e was t hat  

l i t t l e r umor s woul d o ar ound so f as t  and i t  woul d al ways bt  

t wi s t ed up . I  d i dn ' t  net  i nt o any t r oubl e as I  d i dn ' t  know a l o t  

or  uys at  f i r s t  and 1 s t ayed at  home a l ot  un t i l  began t o c t  

ar ound a l i t t l e mor e. 

' 'Af t er  I  was i n i  ant a M i  a f o r  a coupl e o f  mont hs I  f ound 

out  t  l at  t he booohi e gi r l s wer e not  what  I  t hought  t hey wer e l i k e . 

They d i dn ' t  l i k e t o pl ay ar ound as f ar  as I  want ed t o go* The 

boys wer e al ways t r y i ng t o out do each ot her  and t hey t al k ed be- i i nd 

ev er y body 's back . I  never  saw any o f  t he hak uj i n i n char ge o f  t he 

en ip BO t hat  t hey d i dn ' t  bot her  me at  a l l , I  never  t hought  about  

t he war  or  anyt hi ng s er i o us . I  nev r  not  ie< .i  how t he I s s e i  wer e 

ac t i ng bee. use I  was ar ound yo - uys most  . ' t h t i ne and we 

wer e i nt er es t ed onl y i n - i r i s . 

" hen t he;/ s i d th-  t  - a wer e i pi n ;; t o be r el ocat ed ar c.i n ;e 

a l l  be .an t o wander  ut i er e we woul d .- o next . I  d i dn ' t  - 0 wher e 

w< wer  r ent  because we wer e no bor ed t hat  t i me wi t h I-  nt a 

Vi i t a. he booohi e k i ..s began to t hr ow < ai t  a f ew dancer  t o say 

goodbye t o- ever ybody b cause our  c np was b _n s p l i t  a l l  up , 

¿i - t er  t hat  we e;?e usy pack i ng up t o l et  ve f o r  t he r el o c at i o n 

c ent er . I  onl y h a a coupl e o f  c l o . e f r i ends so t hat  I  was n ' t  

sor r y t o l eave ant  n̂ i t i  . I  was gl ad t o get  out  of  t hat  dump 

at  t hough t he r el oc at i on c ent er  woul d be much bet t er . I  di  n ' t  

l i nd t  ie i dea of  t r av el i ng as 1 hadn ' t  d n o much of  t hat  bef o r e. 
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I  gues s I  was sor t  o f  l o s t  i n Sant a An i t a even t hough I  had a l o t  

o f  f un at  t i mes , X nev er  l i v ed that k i nd of l i f e bef or e and f o r  

a whi l e i t  was a r ,ood exper i enc e. Eut  ev er y t h i ng got  t o be so 
t hat  

damn dead t her e tefc i t al most dr ove me nut s, I  wanted to get  out  

i nt o t he c i t y l i f e KSSDCX but I f el t c ur e that we woul d be l ocked 

up unt i l  the enxd o f  t he war . 

T ,"e wer e sent  out  t o aohwer  i n - r i cansas nex t . hen I  f i r s t  

1 oked at  t he camp t her e i t  was so b i g comp? r ed t o ant  a . ,n i t a. 

We wer e a l l  l oaded on t r  .c :s w l i o i  t ook us t o our  as s i  ;ned :>l ocks. 

She aa ip l ooked f a i  "l y j ood t o me as t her  wer e t r e s ar ound and 

i t  was not  so bar e. Our  apar t ment  waa l oc at ed c l o ..e t o t he vash-

r oon and shower s and a l l  o f  t he bu i l d i ngs wer e new. We had boar ds 

on t he f l o o r  and t he c ot s wer en ' t  t oo bas- . 

"The o n l y har d par t  about  i t  was t hat  i t  was t o hot  t her e 

t hat  i t  pr event ed ne f r om h i k i ng a l l  over  t o l ook at  t he camp, 

'e began t o f i x our  apar t  m- mt  up r i gh t  away and we di d a bet t er  

J ob of  i t  t han i n t he assembl y cent er  because - y f o l k s expec t ed 

t o s t ay t her e f o r  at  l e ¡st  3 y ear s . ;»£t er  a f  w d y s , I  f i r s t  

saw a.; 1 of  t he i  t oek t on r el l owi  who had :one i nt o came. e wer e 

i n t he next  t o t he l as t  r oup t hat  had come i n so t hat  ever yone 

t ur ned out  t o l ook at  u� when we a r r i v ed . I  war  d i s appo i nt ed 

wi t h t he peopl e as a 1 I  saw wer e o l d peo p l e, sad r i r i s , and some 

c ount r y /?uys i n my b l o c k . 

" I  ot  a j o > as a cook r i ght  away a a I  sai d t hat  .'. had some 

exper i enc e as one i  t  a Los - mgel es re. t aur ant  and t he. bel i ev ed 

i e. '1 hey wer-  bunch of  dumb c l uc ks i n t he empl oy;l ent o f f i c e 

anyway and t he onl yway t o s et  a j ob was t o t e l l  t  l o t  o f  l i e s or  

el s e have a f r i end i n t her e. I  be,;-  n to co ar ound wi t h t he sane 
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i  uys that I  wont  ar ound wi t h at  - ant a Ani t a at  f i r s t , but  our  

gr oup began t o br eak up» These ûya wer e no good anyway and they 

w r e al i mya bummi ng t h i n - s of f o f  me» I  d i d n ' t  have a v er y rood 

i mpr  s s i on of  t he »t ook t on booohi es aat hey t hought  t hey wer e t oo 

wood f o r  us at  f i r s t . They d i dn ' t  w. nt  us t o r o t o any o f  t hei r  

dancer « A f t e r  we beat  t he hel l  out  o f  a f ew o f  t hen, t hey got  

bet t er . ' hey nev er  wor e dr apes but  t hey began t o copy ur  when 

t hey saw a l l  o f  t he Sant a v.ys wear i ng t hem» They we'r e 

tL- cen f o r  a r i de bee use a l o t  of  t he Cant a «,ni t a my s t ook i d-

vant age o f  t hem. 

" I  s t ar t ed t o go ar ound wi t h a guy c a l l ed Geor ge« The boys 

f r om ânt a it  ni t  a d i dn ' t  l i k e i t  ver y much when I  br oke o f f  wi t h 

t hem but  t hey c o u l dn ' t  do no t hi ng t o me. ''y s i s t er  cot  mar r i ed 

about  t h i s t i me and 111 o f  t he f e l l o ws who us ed t o l i v e wi t h her  

husband moved o u t . Nobody want ed t o l i v e wi t h Hank so I  t o l d hi m 

t o come l i v e wi t h me. I  had a neat  r oom wi t h wal l - paper  and 

ev er y t h i ng, "e end Han s t ar t ed t o ;o ever ywher e tofepjrftc?* and 

we woul d c r as h al l  t he danc es . Nobody woul d f oo l  ar ound wi t h 

Hank as he was v er  � r u £.e> . Ke was a f i  l i t  or  so t hat  he t r a i ned 

ever y day and I  used t o hel p hi  u At  ever y dance we got  i nt o a 

f i f t f i t  an.! ever ybody ./as scar ed o f  Hank . He was � pr o boxer  and 

he l o s t  h i s t emper  f as t  BO t hat  nobody car ed t o \ i x wi t h hi m. 

" I  l o s t  my c oic j ob wh.m I  began t o t ake s t u f f  home and t hey 

di s c ov er ed i t . The cooki  d i dn ' t  l i k e t hat  ver y much and t hey got  

me f i r e d . Theygave t he xc ur e t hat  I  d i dn ' t  know enough bout  

l ooki ng« I  ot  a j ob r i ght  away as a l umber  j ac k . Hank and I  

went  out  on t hi s j ob t  ggt her  ana we used TO r i de ar ound i n t he 

.t r uck a l l  t he t i n e . had t o o out  i n t he woods t o chop t he 
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t r ees down, I onl y r epor t ed f or work about  hal f  the t i me as the 

t i me- keeper woul d mark me pr esent . Then Honk ot a J ob to t each 

boxi nf t o the youn k i ds i n o?rap ana I h I ped hi m do t h i s . Al l  

o f  t he t̂ ookt on guys qui t  boxi ng bec aus e Hank woul d knock them 

r i ght  out  i f  t hey s t ar t ed t o t h i nk t hey wer e pr et t y go o d. Hank 

got  a g i r l  f r i end so I  s t ar t ed t o £o ar ounu by mys el f  a ;ai n, I  

begi  n t o go beck t o t he o o y t o p l ay poker  wi t h end we s t ar t ed t o 

f oo l  ar ound l i k e bef o r e, 

"Thes e ~uys we r : l ust  as bor ed as I  was s< t h? t  we be(.,an t o  ̂

t  I k about  goi n~ out  o f  camp on a sr  as o nal  l eav e, 'xhr ee o f  us 

f i n a l l y s i gned up t o 30 t o Mont ana t o d sugar  beet  wor k and 

al s o wor k on t he r a i l r o ads . My f o l k s d i dn ' t  obj ec t  t o my go i ng 

so we s t ar t ed o ut . On t he way out  we s t opped o f f  at  - ansa* Ci t y 

and t . P au l  so t hat  we c oul d r o shoot  poo l , go eat  a r ood meal  

and ' o t o © shot  , I t  was t he f i r s t  t i me t hat  we wer e out  o f  camp 

so th- ;,it  v;e be- ran t o l ook a l l  ar ound f o r  a whor e ho us e, but  we 

d i dn ' t  a n d one u n t i l  we \ ot  t o Mont ana, - e ar r i v ed up t her e i n 

F ebr uar y or  "a r c h , I  do n ' t  r emember  exac t l y when, 

' I  knov. t  j uj  t  bef or e we l e f t  camp, m had t o r eg i s t er  

f o r  t he ¿>rmy. They made us f i l l  out  a coupl e o f  s heet s o f  paper « 

I  answer ed 'yes - yes 1 r i  ht  away about  be i n/? l o y al  t o t h i s count r y 

and -  11 oi : l y f r i ends di d the. same, - ¿here vas some exc i t ement  i n 

ca lp bec ause a l o t  01 t .10 .- eopl e d i dn ' t  want  t o be l o y al  t o t h i s 

count r y anymor e but  I  never  knew what  was j o i n o n , :!y par ent s 

an'w r ed 'no - no ' as t hey def i n i t e l y dec i ded t o r epat r i at e and - o 

back t o J apan. I  j us t  t o l d t h n t hat  I  was n ' t  ever  go i ng t o J apan 

and t hey d i dn ' t  r y t o f o r c e me t o s i m up t he way t hey d i d , 

A f t e r  t hat  t  ¡ey d i dn ' t  bo t her  me at  a l l . I  cues* I  j us t  di dn't -
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c ar e about  a l l  t hes e t hi ngs t hat  wer e go i ng on as i t  was n ' t  i m-

por t ant  t o me, I  J us t  s i  ned t hat  1 woul d be wi l l i n g t o f i g h t  

f o r  t h i s c ount r y and pl edged ny a l l eg i an c e t o hme-  i c a as i t  was 

t he t h i ng f o r  me t o 60. I  c an*t  under s t and why so many had 

t r oubl e i n do i nr  t h i s muoh bec ause t h e i r  par ent s c o u l dn ' t  a ;r ee 

wi t h t h n , I  i i &x±t xt o!U5 * nev er  t hought  no t h i ne about  t he ar  but  

: w s wi l l i n g t o go i nt .. t he ar my i f  I  was dr af t ed as I  f i gu r ed 

I  c o u l dn ' t  be s t uc k i n a wor s t  p l ac e t han ôhwer  t hen any way s , 

Th r e wa s n ' t  any o t her  way I  coul d answer  bec aus e I  nev er  f e l t  

l o y al  t o J apan. He l l , a - my has t o answer  i t  i n t he r i gh t  way i f  

he war bor n her e, do es n ' t  he? 

"ZUcht af t er the r egi st r at i on, arwe st ar t ed out  f or Montsm 

t o do the se soma wor k. - e wer e out t her e f or 7 o? 3 months, Te 

ha J  si gned up to do nu.- ar beet wor k an' work on he con. any r i l -

r oads i n bet ween. They tol d us that we V;ere F appoed to get st 

l east 5c an hour but the far mer s used to t r i c k us i nt o wor ki ng 

che per . .»e woul d � y that we wanted t o wo: k \ rr thi . hour but we 

never cot pai d t xx vhat we had f i gur ed on. l«o d i . n 1 . know not hi ng 

about :u ar beet s. - hen the far mer so U - e /.o dd j .ive us .4 con-

t r act f or trie f i el d so we woul d get at l east >0 ai d hour , we 

t hought  i t was a f ai r bar gai n so we si gned i t . hat  i t worked out 

t hat  we wer e onl y * et  Lng ar ound 30c an hour an.: t v t ;ot us down, 

e went to see the county agent r i ght away but h-  di dn' t yy to 

hel p us out , - e tol d hi m that we ./anted to o baok to o* tup .¡s we 

d i d n ' t make a cent oui of wor ki n-  af t er bei n t her e f or 3 mont hs, 

"The c ount y a- ent  s a i d t hat  we wer e a l l  f r o zen on t he j ob 

and t hat  we c o u l dn ' t  t  any t r ans po r t at i o n money u n t i l  t he season 

was o v er . - e 301 pr et t y d i s gus t ed so we l o af xed ar ound f o r  a 
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whol e mont h wai t  in...; f o r  our  t r anspor t at i on money. A J apanese man 

i n Gl asgow, Mont ana l et  us have a r oom and ho s ai d t hat  we coul d 

st ay t her e wi t hout  r ent  i f  we woul d haul  manur e f o r  hi m f o r  5 

days . Be gave us ¿10 a p i ec e because we wor ked har d on t hat  and 

we wer e ab l e t o make out on t h i s money, W?.> ski mped al one and t he 

onl y t h i ng we bought van food for our sel ves. I t was a very dul l  

and bor i ng t i me. 

"When our money r an out , we went to work on the r ai l r oad, 

r e had to change t racks and we woul d go out wi th a bi g crew. 7e 

di d about a mi l e a way. I t was an ol d J spanes' standi and i t was 

the us teat one i n the st at e so that we coul dn't l oaf around so 

much. They were okay even i f a bunch of them were I ssei  and they 

acted funny toward ur . '- e cot 55c an hour  f o r  t hi s work ana v/e 

onl y had to put i n 8 hours a day. <*e had to l i ve i n box ear 

bunks and a m ss car went al ong - 1th the crew to feed us. We ate-

mostl y J apanese 10 >d and r i ce, ¿- ome of those ol d - uys had worked 

on the r ai l r oads for over SO year s and they war e st i l l  the fast -

est � uys i n the gang. None of thorn ha, ever  been evacuate i  as 

the., l ef t t i l s J apanese i n Montana al one. On our days of f , we 

woul d go f i s hi r r  x as there was nothi n e l s e to do. I f we were 

near town, my pal s and I v.oul d to to a show or el se go v i s i t the 

whore houses. 

' I n soie-  of the towns the .- a. pi c ser a ver y pr a j uaxced agai nst 

the J apanese. One time we were eat  in-  i n a smal l  town when a 

dr&unk men came i n. lie thought th t  he shoul d have ser vi ce bef or e 

us and he ¿got m d and star ted to cuss us up nd down as a bunch of  

t re e l erous J ap . I - uess I l ooked l i ke I was the wee test i n t he 

bunch so he beean t o pi ck on ma, I di dn't want any t r oubl e wi t h 
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hi m so I  wal ked out  . The dr unk guy t hen gr abbed anot her  f el l ow 

and he s t ar t ed t o hi t  hi m. The o t her  peopl e i n t he r es t aur ant  

s t epped i n and a br awl  s t ar t ed unt i l  t he po l i c e came t o br eak i t  

up. The po l i c e t ol a us not  t o come back t o t hat  t own agai n and 

t hat  made us sor e as hel l  as we d i dn ' t  do anyt hi ng t o cause 

t r out : 1 . I t  wasn't  our  f aul t  t hat  t he br awl  s t ar t ed. 

fV, l ot of t V ho uJ i n zero oka -  up that 7 ay but I nev r pei d 

muci at t ent i on to them. worked for a few f armors who took a 

r eal  i nt er est i n us end thoy di dn't t ry to cheat hel l  out of  us . 

Hut the rai l r oi  j ob was the best one \ vr had in !ontana end we 

stayed on f or bout 5 months. I guess we »ot on each ot her '-

norvos l i vi ng together so cl ose l i ke that and w be .̂n to have 

some pr et t y hi e argumente at ni ght . I worked hard al l  t hi s time 

and I di dn' t  rd* n r day so I saved over * U 0. ' hr other - uys 

that had come to wor k wi th me di dn't awe any- thin -  and they d i dn ' t  

want to go h k to au ;ar beets so we deci ded to return to camp. 

e went over to the 1 LA of f i ce i n t own and asker ! them i f  we ooul d 

j et tre i mpor t at i on from the sugar company. They sei C that 

were ent i t l ed t o i  eo we were asked to st i c ar ound f or a few-

days v.hi l  they i  w st i gat - d. I  had t o pay a l l  the expens s f o r  

everybody for a wee: so th; t 1 went broke too. Then we began t o 

ar gue a l ot more anl  I :ot sor e at  them. very thin,;, cot  on our  

ner v s as we were t oget her oo much. 

T i e :::A c o u l dn U r i nd t he - ay t o pay our  t r ans f o r at i on back 

so w went  t o wor k i 'or  3 wor e we- 'es. I  saved - ver y cent  I  coul d 

c- na t l e n 1 l f̂ t  t  e ot her  guys f l at  a m hi t  out  f o r  c mp by 

mys I f . I t  h i t  camp i n Oc t ober , 194' ' . I  onl  had �50 t o show 

i o r  Q mont hs of  se. sonal  wor k so I  f - l t  - yp. ed . I t  was n' t  wor t h 



i t t o go out end do o i l  t hat har d wor k. I deci ded t hat I woul d 

s t ay i n camp Tor  a whi j e and t ake i t eas y . ¿ i t er t hat I pl anned 

t o c;o o ut  aga i n t o ano t her  j ob as 1 knew t hat  my f ol ks ?/ere 

a l r eady t a l k i ng abo ut  r ep a t r i a t i n g and I d i - n ' t  t h i nk much of t he 

i dea. I  knew t hat  i f  I  s t uc k ar ound camp t oo l o ng , t hey rai mht  

t al 'r  ne i n t o go i ng to T u l e I *akc v i t h t hem. 

I  go t  e J  ob as �: r egr i ger a t i  o n e r  s 1 so nt . 1 1 dn f  know eny~ 

t  \  1 y at  i .'l l  bout  i t  hut  X f i gur ed t hat  I  c oul d l ea &n . They 

needed a ni r ht  wat c hman t o check t he r e f r i g e r a t o r s . I  v/orkc i  one 

n i gh t  and t hen I  woul d ;et  c r edi t  f o r  2 day s , T h j ob v.as v er y 

s i mpl e as .1 o n l y had t o make a c hoc k ev er y Z hour- '-  so t hat  T 

s l ept  i n bet ween. X di d t h i s j ob u n t i l  I  r es et t l ed out  h e r * . * 

" I t  d i d n ' t  t ak e mc I on; t o get  bac k i  t o t he r o ut i ne o f  camp . 

l i f e . I t  se ?nod t o be much bet t er  t han bef o r e but  I  por t  of  en-

j oyed be i n g bac k a norm; f ami l i a r  peopl e once v. a i n . I  d i d n ' t  want  

my f o l k s t o co t o ul ' L ak e and br eak t he f ami l y up but  I  c o u l dn ' t 

t r 11 my dad. any t h i ng ac he had h i e mi nd set  on i t . He d i d n ' t  know 

when he woul d be sent  but  he ...a? w i t  i n- ;. I  s t i l l  CJ  n ' t  under -

s t and why he want ed t o yo bac k t o J apan so much bec aus e he d o es n ' t  

have any t h i ng i n J  a .»an on.- , niy o l der  br o t her  i-  goi ng t o have a 

t ou ;n t i me s uppo r t i ng my f oi l er  bac k t h e r  bec aus e t hey do n ' t  pay 

any war es a t  a l l . My f o l k s t hought  t h i ngs woul d be much bet t er  

f o r  t h'."1 i n J apan and maybe i t  mi l l  be . 

" I  l o a f ed ar ound most  of  my s par e t i me and I  had l o t s o f  i t  

so t hat  X began t o r e t  bor ed a,<m i n . I  s t ar t e t o go ar ound . i t h 

ano t her  L o s i» nee l ee hoy end he was a bo xer  t o o . - e p l ay ed s po r t s 

t o get her  and I  ;ot  back i n t o t he same l i f e . a s bef o r e , I  f e l t  sor t  

o f  baa bec aus e I  knew t  at  t he h a k u j i n peopl e on t he o ut s i de di d 
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not  l i k e t he bo o o hi es . I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t o t r av el  as t he hak u j i n 

l ooked a t  us k i nd of  f unny . T h a t ' s why I  never  di  l i k e t o go t o 

t own t oo much when I  was doi ng s eas onal  wor k so I  saved money. 

The hak u j i n Hade m-  f e- 1 queer  as t hey al ways gave mr  a f unny l ook 

when I  was on t he o u t s i de . 'to t hi n,* l i k e t hi s ev er  ha pened b< f or © 

t he n r so they must hat e the boochi es qui t '; a bi t". P i t ss more  ̂

' ' t ) 
oc mfor t abl e i n camp and I f el t much more at a sermon.? the boochi es 

than J  ever di d bef or e ]̂ I t hi nk bei nw i n CA � made MO f eel  t hat 

way. I di dn't thi nk that I oul d st i l l  be bore 1 ther e bet as ther e 

t ut s many months so t hat 1 had vague p l ans about r oi n* out the 

f o l l o wi ng summer . . i  t el l y I  c o u l dn ' t  wai t  t hat  l onr  as a l l  o f  my 

f r i ends seemed t o hi  ve ef t  camp on i n de f i n i t e l eav es . I  hj  r dl y 

�mew anyone l ef t so that i t wes l i ke star t i n ; al l  over naai n. 

"1 cot  so bore-  t hat  1 < ot  a � oupl e o f  f r i ends t o sn ak out  

oi' camp wi t h me ",o ;o t o J er ome and v i s i t  some f r i en ds , "e went  

i n t o t  n and we went  r i f "ht  up o t he r a i l r o ad s t at i o n and bought  

& t i c k et , - hen we - ot  t o '"cCheehee somebody r epor t ed us so t hat  

t he po l i c e came and t ook us awj y t o t he . r k ans as i t y j a i l  i  or  not  

h: v i nn a per mi t  t o t r av e l . r  d i dn ' t  h i nk + hey bad a r i  ht  t o do 

t h i s as we d i dn ' t  do any t hi ng t o br eak t he l aw. '¿hey booked us 

f o r  t he ni ght  but  I  was n ' t  wor r i ed b - - cause we hadn ' t  commi t t ed 

any er a r i he next  day t he � KA of f t o i a l s me down anc t hey had 

a l i t t l e t r i a l  wi t h a booohi e l av/her  f r om camp who t o l d our  si d* 

of  he st or y. 

"Then the j ai l or sai d that he was woinr» to cut our ha i r  of f 

as he J i dn't l i ':e us. They wero soi nc t o t 'i ve us a 90 day sent -

ence but t hey f i nal l y l et us of f wi t h one week ai d they se.i d t hat  

the r est of the t i me v.ould be s us pended. I di dn't want  t hem to 



-32-

out my h a i r  o f f  and t he hooohi e l awy er  t o l d no t hat  t hey c o u l dn ' t  

do i t but  t he next  mor ni ng i n J a i l  the j a i l o r  oame i n t o wake me 

up . He s t ar t ed to h i t  me wi t h a br oom because I  got  f r es h , ¿hen 

he s a i d he was goi ng t o cut  my ha i r  o f f . X s t ar t ed to f i gh t  back 

agai ns t  hi m so he hi l  me wi t h h i s f i s t  and then i t  swung h i s j a i l  

keys and hi t me r i  >ht over the ey  ̂ and cut ;; bi e cash t her e, 'i hen 

andt her gay came and crabbed me and e&t my hai r of f wi t h a pai r o f  

FC i s s o r s . 

"The j ai l or di dn ' t  l i ke me so he me i e me ;et t he coal  ever y 

da � and cl ean the j ai l . Xt waa s ci i rty hol e, ĥe food was 

te »r i bl e and we onl y got fed t wi ce a day. .11 we got /as beans, 

core br ead and pi g fat and that war s up:o s ed t o be rood for co-

l o ed peopl e, th< j ai l or sai d. 1 go: so hungry t i at X hi d to eat 

af t er 2 days, ¿ f t er a week they f i nal l y l et us out and we had to 

go - ack to i .ohwer . ever yone i n e mp al r eady kne -  whet had hap-

pened t o ur  so th-  y a l l  cene ar ound t o st r e . y head was t i l l  

bal d and I f el t sel f - com cl ous so X v.or e � oep viaj  and t i oht  

unt i l  my hai r came out , f t er a cou l e of mo 't h: my hai r al l  

grew book a ;al n and X st ar t ed to t r a in anot her p. chut e. Ther e 

wore 5 of u; i n t hat  j ai l  t oget her and onl  one guy got hi r hai r 

cut  as he vol unt eer ed f or the .army. J  e Xi n' t have to er ve the 

j ai l  sent ence. 

''I was pr et t y sore at t he ' RA of f i c i al * as .7 f el t that v.e 

were puni shed too much for doi n-  a si mpl e thi n l i ke roing out of  

camp wi t hout e per mi t . Those - .r kansas j ai l s are pr et t y touch and 

they had about 0 set s of bare on the indow so t i at nobody coul d 

escape. Xhey eh - uld have sent us back to camp wi t h ut the j ai l  

t r eat  us l i k e convi ct s. 



" I n o r der  t o r et  r evenga a â i nc t  t he � M we went  t o t he camp 

l umber  yar d wi t h a t r uc k and we f mt e n d e d t  - at  we had a r equi s ì -

t i o n f o r  t he ne l ur aber . We Xoadea t he t r uc k up and r ode ar ound 

t he camp a ad gave i t  t o anyone who want e.i  i t . - - he "1U c o u l dn ' t  

ever  prove t hat  we took .i t . A f t e r  t hat  I  d i d n ' t  gi v e a damn 

about  cam? a i d I  ul - .n't  c ar e vhat  t he peopl e s ai d about  me. 

10t  her vac ver y up set bee?- use I di s gr ac ed her so she took me t o 

t b �'C"!i e wr i est v-'h-. n I  oivte back f von j a i l  ai u he .rave l e a l ec-

ture t el l i ng ne to t hi nk of my mother . He s ai d that I t  was har d 

on her when I :ot i nt o t roubl e a l l  t V t im»;- . :ihe pr i est thought 

t hat  I v- ould go on to do \ OTf t  t hi nr s and end no i n a peni t en-

t i ar y i f I di d not r'efor- i . I  l i st ened t o hi m but I  figure- ] t hat 

I  was not  that w r a n a n d they di dn't have t o cut ny hai r of f l i k e 

a convi ct , I r esent ed thut a l ot . 

" I  deci ded then a id there t o get out  or camp as soon as I 

coul d as I f i br ed t hat i t was bet t er to get j ust star ed at by 

the ha.axj i n than t o st i ck around I n such a da m hol e as camp, I  

wanted to set out to see i f i t was l i ke befor e the ear  i n a bl -

c i t y, 'fhe' food, i n o mp .as gr adual l y f  et  tin,-  ne down, "or t of 

my frfcendt we out so I  beg* a t o got e t er i bl e i t oh t o t r avel s V7 

di dn't l i ke to t ace a wal k around camp and j ust be abl e to 

see a f ence. I wanted to f.ot out wher e'I . coul d l ook at t al l  

bui 1 di ngs , peopl e , auto- i  >b i l ea and al l  c i v i l i . ed thiri f;s 11 ke t hat , 

i:. ",other r eason wes that I wanted to get out end make money es I 

t.- as zom bored wi t h the camp. 1 i ere .ere �-  l ot of things? that I 

wante . to buy on th > out si de* I w.» nt ed to ret sone ne cl ot hes 

and ;;et ly t eet h fi xec';. \ j- hey 1 oul dn't nut any gol i ' i n t eet h 

i n camp to 1 l i pur ou th t . .oul d have to dc i t on the out si de. 



i 

I s t i l l  haven't at t ended to ny t eet h* a f t er  bei n ; out her e al l  

t hi s t i me}̂  

" I  as mi ssi ng al l  that i ce c earn and s t u f f  l i k e t hat  t hat  I  

c o u l dn ' t  have i n a : np. I  hadn ' t  been i n a s o f t  show seat  f o r  

mont hs . |  I  d i dn ' t  l i k e ,: r ka i sas as t he hak u j i n t her e wer e backwar d � 

and that got r.ie down, - he/ t r i ed to L ct super or to us anil  they 

wanted us to l ower our seI v - s end be bossed aroun.; l i k the ""¡ewroes. 

Al l  they wore t r yi ng to do was to get us, to t el l  them that t l ey 

wer e super i or but X thought they were , ' unch of hi i ' .- bi l l i es*. 

heard that I oeul n make qui t e a bi t of money i / I worked 

on the out si de and ther > was al l  the over- t i me that 1 want ed. r 
\ 

Some of the euys who came back f o r  a vi  i t to camp sai d t at I ^  ̂

c oul d make 73 to a week i f I wanted t o. I . bel i eved a l l  that  v 

c r ap and i t l ooked l i k e re,-  1 bi s money to le af t er t hose cheap 

wasj es i- t caw; and i n sens- .vial  ./or ':, I l i e!n't uie- w eaact l y what 

do, but X h*?ard that i t /as eas;/ to get a j ob i n a f; ctory 

wher e t hey woul d tr-  i n neT j  

"X 'i eci ded t o or. me to Chi  caro as I thought i  hat i t woul d be 

mor e 1 I ke L os i .n «l ei  1 noo i t  was a bi  c i t y. X t  guf ed t hat  

ther e would-  be l ees <H.' or i gi nat i on th- n roi re to a í  .al l er c i t y . 

Chi c ago :.*..:s onl y 2 ?. hours f r oe carap by t r ai n and I coul d so back 

t o camp f or f i t  v i s i t t ny t ime I  want ed t o. I  was t h i n k l r  ̂ of com-

i ng out ser i ousl y 'or cui t e a V/hi l e and ar gui ng about j ur t  when I  

shoul d t - ke th-  chance, {ji- hen Ilt.ak deci ded t o go out too so r e � ' 

pi  anea to l eav e t o - ether. He lad a br ot her out her e and we .- ene I 

i nv i t ed t o come l i v ; nh hi m unt i l  we got s es t l edT j  I t ol d 

f ol ks tnat I wan goi nw and they di / 'n 't ki ck at al l . hey vr nt ad 

me t o st ay u n t i l  they ��- ere sent  t o 'f ul e Lake but nobody knew when 
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they wer e p i ng and I di dn f t  want t o s t i c k ar ound t hat  l o ng. My 

f ol ks l ust asked tie to send some st uf f back to them. My mother 

gave ne a l ast t al k and she tol d ne to work r teady and save my 

money for l at er on and not to get i nt o any troubl es. I t ol d her 

t hat i  wasn't r ol ng to ?ct i nt o t r oubl e any more because I had 

l ea: ned ny l esson � a 1 s> id 1 woul d fee wor ki ng too hfcrd t o be 

pi a/i n,*; around anyway. 

"7hen 1" went t o the l eav-  of f i ce I  t o l d t ho 7RA man that I  

woul d come out and l oo1: f o r  my own j ob so they eve mo my i nde-

f i ni t e l eave ea t r anspor t at i on money. I got i  2; at besi des 

t hat . ; had a l i t t l  l ess than v 75 o f  r  y own that my cousi n and 

ny p r ent s hel d me t o - et t oget her . I  hadn ' t  been abl e t o s ve 

up any money f o r  ©set t l ement when I  had ;one out  to seasonal  

wor k . I f i gur ed t hat  I had enough mono -  t o êt  s t ar t ed on and 

t i t  I  oul d oon be r o l l i ng i n douah .hen thos- . bi g pay checks 

ca 19 t  'U I  d i dn ' t  ./o r y a b i t  about  get t i ng: s t r anded cut  i n 

Chi cago because i t  l ooko.-  j r  t t y as y t o - r  » 11 t he ot her ûys 

hi j. one out  ¡. id n n- -  of  thorn haa any t r o ub l e . L at er  on t hey be-

gan t o d r i f t  b: ok t o cam h>- cause t he;/ vor  � d i e t ed wi t h t hei r 

&obs but  t he., nev er  stayed t oo l on  ̂ so '1 f i gur ed t hi ngs c o u l dn ' t 

be t oo bad out  i i  Chi c ago . 

MT!y f r i end and I l ef t Rohwer i n J anuar y and i t was s t i l l  

wi nt er t i me. . hen I row Chi cago f o r  the f i r st t i me, "he wi nd was 

bl ow i? i  Vr r -  hard and i t vas r e a l y d i r t y . I had the i dea that 

Chi cago was a pr et t y sharp l ook i n -  c i t y and not hi ng l i ke what I 

had expect ed. The - op l ooked ki nd of smel l  to me and i t was 

10 th: v compared to the bus i re as di st r i c t of Loa ..n- el ee. e got 

on the subway r i ght away and i t was the f i r st t i ne t hat 1 ever 
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r ode i n one» 

w""e went  out-  t o my f r i en d ' -  br o t her *? i l ac e on t he s out h 

s i de - ¡ear  Dr ex e l  and 4" r d and we s t ay ed t her e f o r  a wh i l e , t e 

got  a r oom i n t hat  bu i l d i ng and my f r i e n d ' s br o t her  t o l d me t hat  

we c o u l d yet  a J ob at  � ,1 . Smi t h ' s as soon as we ant ed t o go t o 

wo r k . K i ght  ar o un , t hen, I  t hought  t hat  X ;oul ;' ;;o s ee some 

f r i ends f i r s t , but  n hi e ago was o i l  t .vi s- t ed f o r  m and so f r i g t hat  

I  i  I dn' t  yet  t o e v er y n ny o f  t hem. <e d i dn ' i  have any wor -

r i e s about  g v t t i v * a j o b as Hank i s br o t her  was f o r eman at  t he 

>l ant  and ;i e t o l  l  t '.o b i g bo s s sc, t hat  we wes t  t o - work f t e r  a 

c oupl e o f  day s , 

«1 was put  on t he - r - i veyar d s h i f t  f r om 1:3 t o 8 : 0 0 r i gh t  

away . T he *o r k was r ea l l y eas y . - e s t ar t ed o f f  at  65c an ho ur . 

e to wr ap [Wner  r o l l 's t o be hi pped o u t . - o al s o had t o put 

wmx i n t o a v a t , but  I  l o n ' t  know what  t hat  was f o r . I n a week s 

we t  r a i s ed t o 75c an h o u r , ��hen wo l ear ned l ow t o r un t he 

n m i ' i e, we ot  pai d mor e. X s t ar t ed out  wi t h a l i t t l e mahl i ne 

and I  wo r i ce � up . 1̂1 t h i s t i r t e, I  wor ked st  ady and I  c i i dn 't 

p i 8T ar ound a s i  l  t i  e . X r e a l l y had a r es o l u t i o n t o my s el f  

t hat  I  v.as oin£-  t o make go o d. I  t hought  r es et t l ement  was a 

s er i o us bus i nes s and X h , d t o f o r get  «- bout  r un beoeus e i t was up 

to to ne ke a s uc c es s . I  never  mi  i s d a e- i nyl .. n i f h t  bt  t he 

pl ant and I  f i n a l l y got  r ai r e dfco 80c an ho ur . I  was c l ear i ng 

about ...4C a week and I  managed t o o ve at l east 10' * a nt h be-

oi  use I di dn' t spend money f o r  hsi rdl y anyt hi n . X wor ked seven 

nh ht s a week anc I  j us t  s l ep t  and ate t he r es t  o f  t he t i me. 

One i n a whi l e I .o J l i . go to t  show, but t hat '..as -  bout al l . I 

di dn' t vi  i t anybody because i t t ook too much t i me. I r eal l y was 
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s t eady i n my wor k . 

»».Af t er  l i v i ng at  4£r d and Dr eael  f o r  a wh i l e , I  dec i ded t o 

move. That  house was f u l l  of  booc hi es , '- ¿here l ust  mv e been at  

l eas t  SO o f  t hem a M t her e wer e onl y 15 hek u j i n l i v i ng i n t he 

apar t xent bui l di n;:. I onl y knew Hank's br ot her ami the 6 ot her 

booehi es who workoa at the same pl ace. I never saw t he r e. t of 

t he booohi es i n that house at they worked i n d i f , e r  nt pi  ces. 

I t took us about � l our s a day to >o back and /or / i  t o wor k. I 

worked 10 hour s a i ay so I  onl y had t i me to s l eep . - e ate v i t h 

r ank ' s brother md we pai d hi m ,7 a *k f o r  t he foo . , ent was 

onl y Z each a week f or usj so that I aa? abl e to save most of my 

sal ar y as I  di dn't r et  a chance t o spend any of  I t ven i f I  

wanted t o, 

'»I met . ar r y {'J-  - 46) at .1 . -  i i t h' as I lot i ced hi m around 

t he pl aced al l  the t i me. I t al ked to hi m once i n a whi l e as we 

oa ie to t. e sa :e ca p. Pr et t y soon we deci ded to ao t he shows 

t oget her , l ar r y tol d me to come over to xi &xg hi s apartriont and 

eat e n. :l eep once i  a hi l e. I t was l o ê to work so I b-  n 

to t  i_i  ::k oi' r.ov i n down t her e. Hank war oi u to move to the 

nor th si de as he had f r i ends out there so h qui t hi s j ob and 

that l ef t me al one i  th room. I eakaG i>arry and hi s room mate 

i f I coul d move i n wi th them. They agreed to i t and ever si nce 

I have b en at yi n, i n t hi s apar t ent . 

"I d i dn ' t  s t i  k as l one i n my wor k, a f t er  S mont hs o f  har d 

wor k , I want ; Vac t o camp as my f o l k s wer e l eav i ng f o r  Tul e and 

I v, nt ed t o aee t hem f o r  the l as t  t i me. I w* nt ed t o r o see t hem 

of :.' s t het  was t he l eas t  I cou l  do f o r  t hem. I ; pent  al l  o f  my 

money t o >uy f a i n a f o r  t hem. I  mus . hevc spent ;:00 or  v4- 00 on 



t hat  t r i p as I  spent t i me buy i ng s u i t  c as es ? c l o t h es , c andy , 

e t c , f or them. 

"tv7hen I r ot back t o camp I f ound that my f ol ks were l eavi ng 

f or T u l e L ak e I n 2 day s . Ky youn-  er si st er wasn't oi na as i t 

was f i n a l l y ar r aneed a f t e r  some ar gument s t hat  she woul d stay wi t h 

my ol der mar r i ed s i st er . J ane d i dn ' t want  t o l eave her f r i ends i n 

camp t o go t o ano t her  s t r ange p l ac e . My f o l k s t o l d me t o s t ay i n 

oa ip and r es t  up and t ak e c ar e o f  my s i s t er  f o r  a whi l e but  I  

s ai d t hat  I  was onl y t l er e f o r  i  v i s i t . Hy f o l k s d i d n ' t  have any 

money l e f t  so t hey s a i d t  ¿at  t hey v/oul l  l i k e ie t o send thorn a 

l i t t l e at  Tul e Lake a f t e r  I  s t ar t ed t o wor k ? s a i n , i - hey ar e 

wel t i ng t o ;o t o J apan now but  f  do dn ' t  kn.w mr n t i e e chance 

s h i p wi l l  be a r r a y e d . - hen I  t al k ed t o my r i der  br o t her  when 

I  saw hi m, he s ai d t hat  he s sur e he w ul  1 b s ; ; l e to suppor t  

� iy f o l k s in J apan. 'y mot her  has a c o us i n i n J r .pen who * 111 l ook 

a f t e r  tnetn f o r  a l i t t l e whi l e u n t i l  t hey r et  s et t l ed . I  do n ' t  

know when t hey wi l l  ev er  ,.;et  t o J r .pan t hou ;h bec ause i t  l ooks 

l i k e t he ver - v c a't  i s n ' t  ar r angi ng f o r  en exch* nge shi p f o r  a 

I on/? t i me. 

"When my f ami l y l e f t  camp, I  f e l t  v er y badl y t o t h i nk t hat  I  

was now pr ac t i c al l y al one i n t he wor l d and t hat  our  f ami l y woul d 

nev er  get  t oget her  i n one p i ec e f o r  many y - ar § , i f  ev er . I  d i dn ' t  

wmt  my f o l k s .to o t o al e but  t hey seem* e t o be ha; p i er  about  

i t  ; o maybe i t  l  f o r  t he bes t . I  f i gur ed I  woul d st  y i n camp 

f o r  t  l i t t l e v.hi l e and t hen o back t o . a . ¿ 1 1 . i ' s > rid : t o r t  

wor k I n/', a :ni  i . I  ¡ue;:B i t . must  h;. ve neer i  a l i t t l e har d on ay 

f o l k s ar  t hey f i gur e; t hey wo u l dn ' t  see hei r  c h i l dr en an y l or e 

e i t n e r . I t  was pr et t . l ar d on J une as she as used t o t he f o l k s 
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and she di dn' t want to qo t o J apan and she had to make a dec i s i o n . 

She pl eaded so har d that my f ol ks f i nal l y l et her stay wi t h iiy 

mar r i ed s i st er . I guess my dad f i gur ed that i t woul d be t oo hard 

t o suppor t  a bi g f ami l y over  t her e i n J apan anyway . Now my o l d 

man ;ur ©s t hut  t hey may be i n Tul e L ake u n t i l  a f t e r  t he war . 

M do n ' t  k 10 wha � s x>i nr  to happen t o my younger  s i s t er  as 

I  do n ' t  have any p i  ns f o r  her  end I  c o u l dn ' t  t  ¡Ice car e o f  her  at  

o l d . he i s 17 y ear s ol d and s t i l l  has t o o t o hi  h school  f o r  

a ot her  y ear . I  d n ' t  know what  she i l l  do ar t  ex t hat  al t hough 

she wi l l  be ol d. enou j h t o come out  end i *et  her  own j o b. '.'aybe 

she wi l l  get  mar r i ed a l t  ho she df en't  o i n s t eady r i ĥ t  now. She 

can s t ay wi t  i  ny o l  er  s i s t er  so I  do n ' t  h wv . t o wor r y a bout  her  

at  a l l . 

"A f t e r  my f o l k s l e f t  camp 1 moved ov er  t o some at ock t  n 

bey s ' apar t ment  anj  1 met  some mor e ¿- to ok t on boy., t hr ough a r r y ' s 

i n t r o duc t i o n . > used t o r ut h ur ounc ca w on i  t r uck and I  J ust  

l oaf ee ar ound and want  t o t he de uuv . I  \  s wai t  i n ; t o - o out  

wi t h ano t her  f r i end vno had t o gr aduat e f r o w h i  h sc !u ol  f i r s t . 

'? at  ar t e a t o l ook ar ound f o r  j ob os s i  i l i t i es as I  «<a»n *t  sur e 

i f  I  coul d get  bee -  wi t h < . ] ' . * mi t h'f  as -  I t  f t  th-  r e wi t hout  

i v i nc t hem an; no t i c e . I  w .snM; t oo wor r i ed about  a j ob as I  

mmr e d t hat  t h> eon >any woul  t ake *e - auk ana I  coul d make money 

by wor k i ng 7 ni  ht s a week a a i n . 

\ >f t er  about  weeks w ot  e l l  i -  -  t o leav<-  . I  t o l d vj  

f r i end t hat  he c oul d ,.et  a j ob eas i l y so 'v.-  cewe out  wi t h me and 

depended on l e ux.t  a b i t  as he was a ;r eenhor n. »«o dec i ded t o 

:o t o i  t . Lo l i s f i r s t  t o s t op over  f or  a coupl e o f  days i n or der  

t o v i s i t  sow f r i enus who ha a r eset t l e* out  t her e, e wer e even 
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r es et t l i ng ther -  our s el v es but  we f ound t 'v t  i t  was t oo dead t her e 

so we came up t o Chi c ago about  J une 1. St . L o u i s was n ' t  a ver y 

l i v e l y t own and there wer en ' t  t oo many booc hi es down t her e, 

"AB soon as we ar r i ved i n Chi c ago we came up t o t h i s - apart-

ment . :ry f r i end had never been out  of camp bef o r e and i t  was t he 

f i r st time ho was i n such a l ar ge c i t y so I .ook hi m ar oun t o 

sew some of the ni ght s, e went t o a few shows, v i s i t ed f r i ends 

a wl  at e ¿ood food. - e took i t easy f or about a wee . and X spent 

t '.e r - st of thr-  n o n e y t hat I had. I s t i l l  had a r eser ve bank 

account whi ch I di dn't car e to touch fit t hat t i me. 

"Then I took wy f r i end to H.r . i r ai t h's and we got a j ob r ght 

away. They U n ' t even say any t hi n about ny wal ki ng out wi thout 

gi vi ng a not i ce, - e worked for about , week t nu ny r i end eci ded 

that he vented a chenre because he l i dn't l i ke the j ob. The com-

pany t hen w>.de a new pol i o ' to l et us work or onl y 6 ni ht s a 

wee a no I 61 n' t t hi nk that 1 woul d be ebl e to make enough money 

so v/e took a wee] o n to l ook xor anot her j ob. I f i gur ed th? t I 

v/oul  be t bl e to f et over 00c an hour i n a new j ob af t er the ex-

per i ence I had at f k i i t h 's . 

r e went to the f r ee en >l oyncnt ngenoy end they t ol d us 

abouJ i  l ot :>i; jo) s. «»a st ar t ed out to go to one st eel  pl ant but  

we deci ded that the v.ork was too hard t her ev< n i f i t di d pay 

�Qc an hour . � The i  my f r i end found < j ob r t r p wee s i on manuf? ct-

ur i n -  company tut I d Lun't f eel  l i ke goi v t hs r e. Bar r y (eg- 6 ) 

had qui t the j oo with n � so we j ust deci ded to t- akf t hi ngs � asy 

f or a whi l e. That 's what we' v e been doi ng ver si nce. e haven' t  

st r t ed to t hi nk ser i ousl y bout goi n to wor k but we wi l l  pr et t y 

soon. 
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"We wer e l oaf i ng around j ust enj oyi ng our sel ves when one 

ni ght some f el l ows who worked at H.B. Smi th wi t h us t ol d us of a 

f r i endl y poker game t hat they had wi t h some boochi e f el l ows up 

at t he Ki nkai d apar tment every week- end. *«e got i nt er est ed r i ght 

away because we f el t t hat i t woul d be a good way of havi ng fun 

and we thought we mi ght be abl e to pi ck up some l oose change. I 

di dn' t pl ay at al l  t he f i r st t i me because the game l ooked a 

l i t t l e bi g to rar but Bar r y (CK- 46) got r i ght i nt o i t . He won 

about #80 r i ght of f the c r ac k so X thought i t woul d be a good way 

to make a l i v i ng. I t was al l  c l ear pr of i t so the next ni ght 

Bar r y and I r eal l y went to town to enj oy spendi ng i t . We took 

some gi r l s out the next nigj i t and we went out danci ng and to eat . 

And then we went around to bowl i ng al l eys and shows for the next 

few ni f ht s. r e enj oyed our sel ves t he whol e week on that money 

and i t di dn't cost us not hi ng to l i ve. 

^h e n the next week- end came around we deci ded to back t o 

pl ay poker agai n and s ee i f we coul d wi n some more. We f i gur ed 

t hat we coul d take out al l  the gi r l s we wanted to arid have fun 

i f our l uck kept up. The second t i me we pl ayed Bar r y won a l ot 

of money agai n and I got i nt o the game and I vion. hi l e we were 

pl ayi ng the f el l ows began t o t al k about goi ng to see the hor se 

r aces al l  t he t i me and we got a l i t t l e i nt er est ed. They t ol d us 

t hat some of t hei r f r i ends made a l i v i ng bet t i ng on the hor ses, 

"e thought we woul d j ust go out t her e to pass the t i me si nce i t 

was a ôod sport but we di dn' t pl an on bet t i ng on the hor ses at 

al l . 7e met a coupl e of f el l ows who sai d that they woul d take us 

out t o Washi ngton Par k. 

""'hen we got out there the exci tement of the hor se r aci ng 
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got us and we deci ded t o take a shot at a coupl e of the l ong-

shot s. To our sur pr i se we won about $120 between us. I won 

about 45 bucks and Bar r y won $85. £'hat seemed to be very good 

pr of i t to us and i t was much bet t er t han wor ki ng so we deci ded 

to go back agai n and t r y our l uck, <«e deci ded def i ni t el y not to 

work for a whi l e i f we coul d make money t hi s eas i l y . When we 

'701 back from t he r aces we cal l ed up some gi r l s and we went out 

to cel ebr at e, '¿'hey di dn' t want t o st ay out al l  ni ght wi th us as 

they sai d they had to go to work the next day. A coupl e od days 

l at er we went out to the r acet r acks agai n and bel i evei t or not , 

but we won ¿115 t hi s t i me. I t wa3 such easy pr of i t t hat .- us 

(C- - 45) got cur i ous so we began to take hi m wi t h us. We made hi m 

take some days of f f rom work. He di dn' t l i ke hi s j ob anyway so 

he di dn' t need much coaxi ng* '¿he f i r st t i me he went out he won 

some money t oo. I gues s we had begi nner 's l uc k . di dn't have 

any sei ence at al l  to our bet t i ng because we j ust pi cked the l ong 

s ho t s . 

"I t the r acet r acks v.e sew a l ot oi  b oohi ee out there ever y 

t i me we went . Some of them l ooked l i ke rugged guys and they were 

r eal l y i n t he dough. "Ihey woul d go to the wi ndow and J j l aoe £40 

and #50 down on a bet every t i me. .Al l  we di d was pl ay conserva-

t i vel y and we never pl aced more than i  10. None of those guys at 

t he r acet r acks wor ked, I don't thirifc. I knew a few of them from 

Los Angel es and they had been pr et t y rugged from bef or e the war . 

I guess they wer e al l  wai t i ng f or the dr af t t oo. 

"Af t er we went out to the r acet r acks f or a few weeks we al l  

b' gan to l ose a l i t t l e money and our l uck wasn't so good any 

more. However , we were s t i l l  way ahead i n our wi nni ngs so i t 
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d i dn ' t  wor r y us t oo much. had been go i ng i *egul ar l y t wo or  

t hr ee t i nes a week dur i ng t he pas t  f i v e weeks and we ar e s t i l l  

ahead. I  d i d n ' t  go v er y f ar  i n t he ho l e on t he poker  games and 

Bar r y i s s t i l l  ahead. have j us t  l o af ed ar ound a l l  t h i s t i me 

and I  do n ' t  r egr et  i t  because I  had a l o t  o f  f un . 

�M guess I  mi ght  as wel l  t e l l  you of  some of  t he o t her  t h i ngs 

I  d i d t o o . I  met  a Ni s e i  g i r l  at  t he p l ac e wher e I  pl ayed poker  

wi t h and she l ooked l i k e pr et t y hot  s t u f f  so I  s t ar t ed t o t ake her  

out  on dat es . I  got  pr et t y f r i endl y wi t h her  and one ni ght  I  

t ook her  out  t o t he par k and we wer e muggi ng ar ound, ~he ac t ed 

v er y i n t er es t ed i n me so I  j us t  t ook her  under  t he bushes and 

l a i d her . ¡¿he d i d n ' t  seem t o car e at  a l l . ij- hon I  met  her  f r i end 

and I  l i k ed her  even bet t er  so I  am sor t  o f  go i ng ar ound wi t h her  

r i ght  now. Rec ent l y X have been t ak i ng out  ano t her  Ni s e i  g i r l , 

L o u i s e , but  she do n ' t  count  ver y much bec aus e she i s t oo conser -

ve t  i v e. 

"The g i r l  we have t he most  f un wi t h i s Su s i e . We saw her  a 

l ong t i me ago at  one of  t he Ni s e i  dances and she was r ea l l y get -

t i ng ar ound wi t h a l l  t he r ugged guy s , - he was n ' t  much t o l ook at  

so we wonder ed ?/hy. Then we f ound out  t hat  she l i v ed r i ght  near  

us so one ni c ht  we j us t  went  ov er  t her e and v i s i t ed . Vie d i d n ' t  

even know her  but  she asked us t o come r i ght  i n . had hear d 

t hat  she was r eal l y r ug - ed and t hat  pr oved t o be t r ue. L as t  week 

( f i r s t  week o f  Augus t ) we br ought  her  over  t o our  apar t ment . We 

got  a bo t t l e o f  r um end we wer e danc i ng ar ound t o t he r adi o and 

she got  dr unk as h e l l , - he was onl y 19 y ear s o l d but  pr et t y ex-

per i enc ed so we d i dn ' t  wo r r y . P r et t y soon she s ai d t hat  she was 

t i r ed so she l a i d down on t he c ouc h. I  s t ar t ed t o pl ay ar ound 
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as I had heard that she was a no good gi r l , She made of f that 

she was passed out but I knew damn wel l  that she was awake be-

cause she kept ur gi ng me on. I sl ept wi t h her most of the ni ght 

and about 4:00 o'c l ock I went and woke Bar r y up. I t ol d hi m that 

Susi e was l ayi ng over there and she woul dn't know not hi ng i f he 

had an af f ai r wi t h her . Bar r y J ust car r i ed her i nto the ot her 

room that we had and he sl ept wi t h her f or the r est of the ni gfrt . 

Ear l y t he next morni ng she went home. I know t hat we can get her 

any t i me that we want because she i s more than wi l l i ng. I pl an 

to br i ng her up some t i me but I don't want her to get i deas. Gad, 

I woul d never marry a dame l i ke t hat . I f she had a baby, I woul d 

make a bee- l i ne f or New Yor k. Bar r y want s to br i ng her up her e 

t oni ght (august 8) and he went over to see her . 

"Yes, we have r eal l y had a l ot of fun si nce we have been 

l oaf i ng ar ound. Thi s i s the f i r st chance that we have had to see 

al l  of our ol d f r i ends t hat we haven't had t i me to l ook up bef or e. 

We can go cal l  on gi r l s and ot her f r i ends al most ever y ni ght be-

cause we don't have to get up ear l y t o go to wor k. l ivery day we 

ar e doi ng somethi ng. W© go t o pl ay pool  or bowl i ng. Somet i mes 

we j ust go out to the beach i n the af t er noon and swi m. We go to 

a l ot of shows and I t hi nk I have seen al most al l  of them. I n 

the eveni ngs we j ust o to vi si t our f r i ends and have bul l  sess-

i ons about gi r l s i f we ar e not pl ayi ng poker , 

"Ther e are 7 of my f r i ends who are not wor ki ng r i ght now and 

we go to see them once i n a whi l e, '¿hey saved up t hei r money 

af t er wor ki ng for a few months and they er e enj oyi ng the eesy 

l i f e J ust l i ke we ar e. They pl ay poker al most every ni ght t hough. 

Some of the guys v/ent br oke so t hat they go around and est of f of 
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t hei r  f r i ends and bor r ow money o f f  o f  t hem. They or e a l l  wai t i ng 

t o be dr af t ed but  one of  t hem i s a 4- F . He s ai d t hat  he pl an t o 

go t o wor k af t er  h i s f r i ends ar e a l l  d r a f t ed . 

" I  hav en*t  had such good l uc k i n pok er  t he l as t  coupl e o f  

weeks so t hat  I  am pr et t y much i n debt  r i ght  now t o my r oom mat e. 

I  owe Bar r y about  f 75 and Bus $40. I 1 be feeen l i v i ng pr et t y good 

even t hough I ' v e l os t  qui t e a bi t  i n gambl i ng now. I t  onl y oost  

me v4 a week f o r  r ent  and *5 f o r  ray f ood bec ause we cook i n . Car -

f ar e i s onl y t Z or  so a week and l aundr y about  a do l l a r . I  can 

l i v e f a i r l y eas i l y on \ .20 a week ana I  know t hat  my l uc k i s go i ng 

t o change at  t he poker  game so I ' l l  be ab l e t o make i t  eas y . 

L at el y I ' v e been s pendi ng mor e t han /'SO a week bec ause I  s t ep out  

so much. 

" I  do n ' t  know when I ' l l  go back t o wor k agai n but  I  expec t  

i t  wi l l  have t o be i n a f ew weeks as I  have no money l e f t  and I  

j us t  got t a wor k. I ' v e been l o a f i ng f o r  over  s i x weeks now and i t  

sur e f ee1© good t o t ake i t  easy a f t er  wor k i ng so har d , hen I  do 

go back t o wor k I ' l l  l ook f o r  a j o b t hat 's c l ean and not  t oo har d. 

I  do n ' t  l i k e t h i s heavy manual  l abo r  s t u f f . I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t he j ob 

at  H. B . Smi t h as i t  was t oo hot  i n the p l an t . I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he 

booc hi es wor k i ng t her e e i t her  as t hey are a bunch o f  sour  f ac es 

and ver y un f r i end l y . I  j us t  c o u l dn ' t  get  al ong wi t h t hem v er y 

good because t hey t r i ed t o l ook down on me. *ny way , I ' l l  j us t  

t ake i t  k i nda easy f o r  a wh i l e l o nger . I f  I  hear s o f  a good j ob 

I ' l l  t ake i t  t hough, 

"Maybe I ' l l  even s t ar t  t o l ook f o r  a j ob at  t he end of  t h i s 

week. I  do n ' t  f ee l  l i k e wor k i ng har d anymor e bec ause i t  do es n ' t  

get  me any p l ac e, I 'm t oo di s gus t ed t hese day s at  bei ng i n a ho l e 
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and I  r ea l l y don' t car e about not hi ng. But i f I  do go to wor k, 

I  t hi nk t hat I ' l l  be abl e to s ave a l i t t l e money. The way I  l ook 

at t hi ngs i s t hat you ar e onl y young once and I want to have ray 

f un whi l e I have my chanoe. 

"I don't expeot t o be ar ound any pl aoe af t er the war . I f 

Germany can hol d out a l i t t l e l onger , I know t hat I ' l l  get dr af t ed 

and I ' l l  bo shot sur e as hel l . I ' l l  be sent over seas r i ght away 

and what chance wi l l  I have? I never t hi nk of the f ut ur e now as 

i t ' s no use. The Ni sei haven't got a chanoe i f t hey go i nt o the 

Ar my* I hear d that they are al l  sent up to the f r ont l i nes i n 

I t al y and they don't have a chance because they ar e ki l l ed of f 

l i ke f l i es , I h âr d that t hey put al l  of the cr ooks (Negr oes) up 

t her e al ong wi t h the boochi es so t hey ' l l  get shot up t oo. They 

j ust want to get r i d of us so t hey ar e goi ng to put us i n t he most 

danger ous p l a c es . That ' s why I ' m not so happy about goi ng i nt o 

t he Ar my but I ' l l  go when I ' m dr af t ed. 

"I expect t o get mar r i ed bef or e ver y l ong al t ho I don't have 

any def i ni t e gi r l  pi cked out l i ght now. I don' t ant to go i nt o 

t he Ar my wi t hout havi ng someone t hat wi l l  ni ss me. I ' m j ust l ook-

i ng around f or a gi r l  r i ght now. I want to have ay sex l i f e at 

l east bef or e I go get k i l l ed. Hel l , you haven't got a chanoe i f 

you get sent to I t al y wi t h the 100t h bat t al i on. - "hat's the use of 

wor ki ng hard and savi ng money when you know that you won't get 

book t o enj oy i t . 

n I r eal l y don' t know what I wi l l  do i f I am not dr af t ed. I t 

wi l l  depend on what happens to me and I have t o .ai t unt i l  t hen t o 

dec i de. I 'm a 4- C r i r ht now and I hr .ven't even been r ec l ass i f i ed 

y et . I ' l l  pr obabl y not get cal l ed i nt o the Ar my f or 3 or 4 months 
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yet . I 'm not too anxi ous t o go i nt o the Array as I don't l i ke the 

i dea of dyi ng so qui ck. I haven't even l i ved yet . I know that 

al l  t he boochi ee i n the A my are sent up t o be the spear head and 

they ar bei ng knocked of f l ef t and r i ght . Ten t i mes as many 

Ni s e i  are ki l l ed i n pr opor t i on t o the hakuj i n. *«y f r i ends al l  

t el l  me t hat so i t must be the t r ut h. I  know t hat I  can't get 

out of i t because the war won't be over r i ght away. Once I do 

get dr af t ed, I  guess I  wi l l  be okay as I  can t ake o r der s when I 

have t o . I  hav en ' t  got  any r ea l  r eas on f o r  go i ng i n r i ght  now 

but  I  have no say about  t h a t . We j U s t  have t o go i n t her e and 

f i ght wi t h the r est o f  t hem. wy f r i end i n t he Ar my t e l l s me t o 

stay out  i f I  can beoaus e i t  i s a t ou ĥ l i f e . Of c o ur s e, I  mi ght 

be be t t e r  o f f  now bec aus e i f  I  had been sent  back t o J apan when 

my ol d man want ed me to go , I ' l l  pr obabl y woul d have been i n the 

J apanes e Array and k i l l ed by now. At l eas t  I mi ght have had a 

chance t o f l y one of t hose Zer o p l anes over  t her e. I n t he Ameri -

c an i .r ny I  wo n' t  have any c ho i c e at  a l l . But  yon can't ki ck 

agai nst t he Ar r ay. 

never t hi nk ver y much of t he war and i t don't bother me 

much. I don't exact l y t hi nk t hat we are f i ght i ng f or democr acy. 

I t doesn't l ook l i ke i t to me. They ki ck us around a l ot and 

t hat 's not supposed to be democracy but th y don't care as l ong as 

you are not a whi t e per son. I r eal l y never t hi nk about what they 

; re f i ght i ng f or because I don't bel i eve al l  of t hi s pr opaganda. 

I don't know not hi ng about Germany and mayfee they t hi nk they are 

f i ght i ng f or the r i ght t hi ng t oo. I know t hat J apan has pr et t y 

good sol di er s end they heve a l ot of gut s so i t wi l l  take a l ong 

t i me to beat them. I don't know i f they are r i ght or wr ong. Some-
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t l r aes when I  s«e t hese movi es t he Ger man and J apanes e s o l d i er s 

remi nd me of that j ai l er down i n Ar kansas and I r eal l y get mad* 

and I want to do somethi ng about i t . I guess i f I had to f i ght 
( J apanese s o l d i er s ) 

agai ns t  t hem I  woul d shoot  t hem/ j us t  as much as a Ger man as i t  i s 

my l i f e or t hei r s. Hel l , who's goi ng to stop to t hi nk about hav-

i ng the same ki nd of bl ood as a J apanese sol di er when they ar e 

shoot i ng bul l et s al l  ar ound you. I know that those J apanese sol -

di er s woi j ld be j ust as anxi ous t o shoot me as they woul d t hi nk 

that we ar e t r eacher ous for f i ght i ng f or the Amer i can army. 

"To t el l  t he t i wt h, I don't f eel  l i ke f i  ht i ng f or t hi s ooun-

t r y as we have al ways been ki cked around so much. They t el l  us 

that t hey are goi ng to gi ve us a chance to get ki l l ed of f and t hen 

we wi l l  be consi der ed l oyal , but what good wi l l  that do i f we are 

si x f eet under t he gr ound. My hear t woul dn't be i n the f i ght i ng 

because I know that they are bei ng hypocr i t es, but I woul d go and 

f i ght i f I wer e dr af t ed as I woul d be put i n j ai l  i f I t r i ed to 

get out of i t . But I sur e hate to be put i nto that spear head i n 

I t al y . Ther e woul d oni y be smal l  wr i t e- ups i n the paper even i f 

we al l  got ki l l ed of f and I don't know I f i t woul d do any good 

because a l ot of peopl e s t i l l  woul d want to ki ck the boochi es 

ground and bl ame them for ever yt hi ng. I j ust don't t hi nk i t f s 

any use and I ' d r at her have my f un i f I coul d. 

f ,I t hi nk that the boochi es i n t hi s count ry wi l l  be ki cked 

around worse than they were bef or e. Ther e's al ot of di scr i mi na-

t i on agai nst us al r eody and i t wi l l  get worse af t er the war . 

Everyone of those boochi es wor ki ng so hard out here r i ght now wi l l  

l ose t hei r j obs and I bret there wi l l  be a l ot of boochi e gangst er s 

around her e. The way I f i gur e i s t hi s : I f X have to take too 
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much of a bee t i ng l «l l  be r i ght  out there ki cki ng bac k . Al l  of 

the booehi es ar e go i ng t o get knocked ar ound af t er *: the v ar and 

a guy oan st and j ust so much and then he' l l  f i ght bec k . T h a t ' s 

why t her e wi l l  be a l o t  of boochi e gangst er s around her e beoause 

t her e won't be too many decent  j obs and t h e y ' l l  have t o f i ght f or 

what  t hey want . I t ake a l o t  of s t u f f  r i  ht  now t hat  X wo ul dn ' t  

have t aken bef o r e t he war . Somet i mes I #al k by some hak u j i n and 

t hey mut t er  somet hi ng about  ' d i r t y J aps ' under  t h e i r  br eat h . I  

do n ' t  want  any t r oubl e r i &h t  now but  I  f eel  l i k e h i t t i n g t hem. I  

get  so mad t hat  I  woul d l i k e t o knock t hem down and gr i dd my heel s 

i n t h e i r  di r t y f ac es . T h i s f ee l i n e goes a l l  over me and some-

t i mes I  mi ght  even l o s e c ont r o l  o f  my s el f . I  do n ' t  want  t o l e t  

t hose hak u j i  n know t hat  t hey get  me down bec ause o f  r ay pr i de and 

t her e i s no us e o f  l ook i ng cheap and s mal l . I ' l l  j us t  save i t  

up u n t i l  a f t er  t he a r  and l e t  t hem t r y somet hi ng t hen. I f  I  do 

come b< ok f r om t he Ar my,- t hen t hey c an ' t  say not hi ng about  my 

l o y al t y and I ' l l  be ab l e t o s t and up as an equal  t o any hak u j i n 

and t ake a sock at  hi m i f  he pas s es any o f  t hes e r emar ks . I f  I  

d i d such a t hi ng now t he newspaper s woul d sny t hat  I  i ns ul t ed t he 

- Amer i can f l ag o r  somet hi ng l i k e t hat  and I  v.oul d al ways be made 

t o be i n t he wr ong. I  j us t  wo u l dn ' t  have a c hanc e. 

"Ther e ar e a l o t  o f  hak u j i n out  her e t hat  ar e ok ay . And t hey 

t r eat  u?> squar e and as human be i ngs . The onl y t r oubl e i s t hat  I  

do n ' t  meet  t oo many o f  t hem. ?rhen I  got  t o a subway o r  on t he I . e . 

t he hak uj i n l ook at  me l i k e I  r ea l l y am an i n f er i o r  per s on and o f  

a l ower  c l as s . They f i gu r e t  at  I ' m up t o no good and t hey gi v e 

me a bad l o o k . I  never  say no t h i ng , but  a l o t  o f  t i mes I  f ec i  

f unny and i f  I  am r i d i n g wi t h anot her  booohi e f r i end I  never  t a l k 
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t o hi m. I f eel  al l  t ease and f ul l  of anger and I 'm ready to ex-

pl ode and then 1 get col d and I f eel  l i ke a cornered r at and I 

j ust want to si nk i nt o the seat and not be seen at al l . I t ki nda 

wor r i es me because i f somebody happens to say somethi ng r i ght at 

t hat  moment  I  mi ght  bl ow up and t hen i t  woul d be t oo bad f o r  a l l  

o f  t he booc hi es out  her e bec aus e t hey woul d get  t he bl ame f o r  any-

t h i ng I  do . I  t h i nk mor e of  t hese t h i ngs t han I  do of  t he war  and 

I  do n ' t  know i f  i t ' s go i ng t o be any bet t er  af t er war ds even t hough 

t hey t e l l  us t hat  we ar e f i gh t i n g f o r  democ r acy . 

r f I f 1 had gone t o '¿ul e Lake and t hen t o J apan wi t h my f o l k s , 

i t  wo u l dn ' t  have be n so bad as I  wo u l i  l fcosk l i k e t he peopl e over  

t her e and I  woul dn f  t ake such a beat i ng . They wo u l dn ' t  s t ar e at  

me a l l  t ho t i ne l i k e t he hak u j i n do . &ut  I  do n ' t  want  t o go t her e 

as J apan do n ' t  seem t o be a c ount r y t hat  I  woul d l i k e . I  do n ' t  

speak J apanese har d l y at  a l l  and I  c o u l dn ' t  wr i t e i t . ¿hey woul d 

t h i nk I  was pr et t y dumb and I  wo u l dn ' t  l i k e t hat . I n boochi e- l and 

t hey have d i f f er en t  i deas and I  wo u l dn ' t  be abl e t o agr ee wi t h 

t hem so we l l . 

»»I  t h i nk t hat  X woul d l i k e t o go to Hawai i  a f t er  t he war  i f  

I  am not  dr af t ed i nt o t he i r my as I  woul d have a bet t er  ahcne out  

t her e. T her e ' s qui t e a f ew booc hi e i n Hawai i  and t hey hol d t he 

upper  hand so t hat  t he hak u j i n .don't  t r y t o push t hem i n t he d i r t  

l i k e t hey do out  her e . V.e ar e no t h i ng i n t h i s c ount r y because 

t her e ar e so f  w booc hi es and peopl e cenfcfc pr ess us down and no-

body woul d not i ce i t . I n Hawai i  t her e ar e BO many boochi es t hat  

t hey wo u l dn ' t  s t and f o r  i t , 

"I r eal l y don't know what 's go i ng t o happen to me, I guess 

I ' l l  j ust have to s t i c k around i n t hi s count ry as there i s no 
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choi ce f or  me. X ooul d ask t o be depor t ed t o J apan but  t h a t ' s not  

my count r y and i t  woul d be an even wor st  t h i ng f o r  me t o go t her e 

t han t o s t ay her e. I  guess X sor t  of  bel ong her e j us t  l i k e a l l  o f  

t he Negr oes and t hose peopl e who l i v e i n s l ums . Ther e ar e c er t ai n 

gr oups i n t h i s count r y t hat  do n ' t  get  t he democr acy whi ch t hey 

t al k about  i n t he s c hoo l s . However , t her e ar e some good t hi ngs 

about  l i v i n g her e and X guess I  won't  mi nd t oo much. I  can go * 

t o a l l  o f  t he shows I  want  t o and eat  a l l  o f  t he i ce cr eam t hat  I  

des i r e wi t hout  anyone t r y i ng t o st op me. I  coul d eat  as good as 

my sal ar y i f  I  wor ked ana t hat  woul d be up t o me. I  coul d war  

a ay k i nd of  c l ot hes t hat  I  want  t o . "¿he Ni s e i  g i r l s out  her e ar e 

bet t er  l ook i ng t han t hose î r l s o f  booc hi e- l and. I  do n ' t  t hi nk I  

woul d l i k e t he g i r l s i n J apan because t hey ar e backwar d and t hey 

do n ' t  k��.ow how to mug and weat  make- up. 

"Anot her  t hi ng i s t hat  i f  I  had t he i oney9 I  coul d buy a car  

and t r av el  a l l  X want . I n booohi e- l and X hear  t hat  you c an ' t  do 

anyt hi ng wi t hout  per mi s s i on f r om t he gover nment , I t  woul d be a 

l o t  bet t er  f or  me i f  t he hak uj i n wo ul dn' t  be so s us pi c i ous of  us . 

Ever y t hi ng woul d have been okay i f  t hey had l ef t  us i n Ca l i f o r n i a . 

I n t hat  case I  woul d have f el t  mor e l i k e f i  "ht i ng i n t he ar my and 

I  r eal l y woudl  have bel i ev ed a l l  t he s t u f f  about  democr acy. I  

don' t  bel i ev e a l l  o f  i t  now beoause I  know i t  i s n ' t  f es: t r ue. They 

evacuat ed u s , d i dn ' t  t hat ? *nd t hat  i s n ' t  democr acy. They d i dn ' t  

move t he Ger mans and I t a l i ans out  so i t  was r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n. 

They wer e j us t  scar ed t hat  we wer e goi ng t o sabot age somet hi ng. 

1 guess t her e m ght  have been ot her  r easons f or  ev c uat i on, but  

i t  l ooks l i k e t hey j us t  k i cked us out  or  Cal i f o r n i a bec aus e t hey 

d i dn ' t  t r us t  us back t her e on account  of  t he f ac es we had. They 
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s ur e do n ' t  want  us back t her e now. 

"I ' m pr et t y wel l  spl i t f r om my f ami l y now and I am on my own 

so X don' t have any r espons i bi l i t y to t h i nk about . I t ' s r eal l y 

goi ng to be t ough f or t he booohi e af t er t he war because when t he 

sol di er s come back, they wi l l  get t he boot . The sol di er s wi l l  

get  t he p i c k o f  a l l  t he j o bs and t her e mi ght  not  be enough l e f t  

f o r  t he bo o c h i es and t he c l ocks. I t h i nk t he c r o c k s wi l l  have 

mor e o f  a c hanc e t han bo o c h i es bec aus e t her e ar e mor e o f  t hem* X 

d o n ' t  know what  t he bo o c h i es c o u l d do now t o av o i d t h i s . X d o n ' t  

t h i nk t her e i s much o f  a c ho i c e ev en i f  t hey d i d wor k har d and 
t o get her  

make a good r eput at i on*, Maybe t hey wi l l  have t o r et  f r egfce* and 

make a l i v i n g he l p i ng eac h o t her  out  bec aus e t he hak u j l n d o n ' t  

c ar e waht  happens t o t hem. 

" I n L o s n̂ ge l es a l l  o f  t he bo o c h i es l i v ed t o get her  bef o r e 

t he wax* but  X har d l y saw t hem, ¿- - ver yt hi ng seemed t o get  a l o ng 

s moot hl y eno ugh, ¿ o r  n y s e l f  I  do n ' t  c ar e i f  I  meet  mor e o f  t hem, 

exc ept  g i r l s , as I  have my own f r i en ds now. When X f i r s t  oame 

out  her e t h ey hau a l o t  of  booohi e s o c i a l s t out  I  never  went  t o 

any o f  t hem as X d i d n ' t  c ar e abo ut  i t . I  o n l y went  t o a f ew o f  

t he denc es . I  coul d have my f un wi t hout  s ee i ng a l o t  o f  bo o c h i es . 

¿11 I  need i s t he money . I  do n ' t  c ar e f o r  t he bo o c h i es t oo much 

bec aus e t hey ar e a l l  such s o ur  f ac es and t hey d o n ' t  want  t o be 

f r i en d l y wi t h any o ne* exc ept  t he peo p l e t hey knew bef o r e . My 

r oom- mat es go i n f o r  t he bo o c hi e s t u f f  mor e and t hey l i k e booohi e 

company bet t e r  t han I  do . I  c an t ake I t  or l eav e i t . 

" I  do n ' know i f  t he o t her  N i s e i  can get  a l o ng wi t ho ut  b i g 

gr oups o f  bo o c h i es o r gan i s i ng f o r  t hems el v es . A l o t  o f  t he Ni s e i  

ar e okay I  gues s but  I  d o n ' t  know t hem. X know a f ew o f  t he L #A# 
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f el l as cad they stand up for t hei r r i ght s. They don't take any-

t hi ng from nobody and t hey t e l l  a hakuj i n guy o f f  and have i t out  

r i ght t hen and there i f  t hey a r pushed ar ound. But  some of 

those qui et boochi es out here ar e af r ai d o f  t hei r own shadows and 

they have t o hang on t o t he ot her Ni s e i . Someti  es when I wal k 

past  t hem i n t he s t r eet  t hey al ways hang t hei r  eyes down and they 

wo n' t  l ook me i n t he ey e. T h at ' s why I  f eel  t hat  I  oan t ake t hem 

or 1 ave an t hem and i t  do es n' t  make any d i f f er enc e t o me. I  hate 

a guy who haven' t  got  gut s i n h i s bel l y and who woud cr awl  t o t he 

hak u j i n . ¿i  l o t  o f  t he Ni s ei  out  her e ar e get t i ng r ai ses out  here 

because t hey got  boot  l i c k i ng t he bos s es . I be t he bosses do n ' t  

have r espec t  f o r  t hem when t hey do t hat . 

'»I 'd r eal l y l i k e t o have some hak uj i n f r i ends but  i t ' s not  

t hat  i mpor t ant  t o me. I  know a f ew hak uj i n g i r l s out  her e and 

t hey accept  me good enough. I never  t r y t o l ay t hem or t ake t hem 

out i n publ i c because t he o t her  hak uj i n wi l l  get  mad at  me i f they 

see me wal k i ng down t he s t r eet  wi t h a hak uj i n dame. T hat ' s why I  

t r y t o l eav e t hem al o ne. I guess t hat  wi l l  be t he r eason why the 

boochi es wi l l  get  t oget her  l i k e t hey al ways do . They know where 

t hei r  f r i ends er e so t he/ move near  t hem. P r et t y soon mor e comes 

i n and t he f i r s t  t f ci ag you know, t he whol e d i s t r i c t  i s f u l l  o f  

t hem. T hat ' s what  happened dowr I on 4: rd and Drexel  and i t i s 

al most  l i k e s bo chi e t own down t her e now. When I  f i r s t  l i v ed out 

t her e t her e wer e ver y f ew. I f  a l ot  of  boochi es moved i nt o t h i s 

bl ock and t r i ed t o get  i nt o a l l  o f  t he apar t ment s her e, t he ha?ai-

j i n peopl e mi ght  get  mad about  i t . ¿ I r e dy ther e are-  a l o t  of  

P l ac es where t hey wo n' t  al l ow the boochi es t o move i n . That 's why 

i t mi ght be bet t er i f  t hey kept s cat t er ed out r i ght  now. 
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" I ' v e been out  her e I n Chi c ago about  seven o r  ei ght  mont hs 

now but  I  s t i l l  do n ' t  f ee l  s et t l ed o r  no t h i ng. I  do n ' t  have t oo 

m̂ Ety o l ose f r i ends and t he c i t y i s s t i l l  new t o me. I  gues s 

Chi cago i s ok ay , but  I ' d r at her  be i n L . . as I  know my way ar ound 

out  t her e. The o nl y t h i ng I  l i k e her e i s t he subway and t he T I G. 

beoause i t  t a l k es you t o t he l oop pr et t y qu i c k . Th i s apar t ment  

t hat  I l i v e i n i s okay but  t hey have t oo many bedbugs out  bar e. 

I ' d r at her  l i v e i n a house l i k e I  di d bef o r e. 'e never  had any 

bed- bu>f? i n L .A. and al l  o f  the houses wer e much bet t er , ver y-

t h i ng i s dust y out  her e and t he bu i l d i ngs ar e too d i r t y . 

" I ' m not  happy a l l  t he t i me but  I  t r y t o ac t  t hat  way bec ause 

I  do n ' t  want  t o get  i n t o any deep moods . But  I  have my s er i o us 

moods once i n a wh i l e . I f  I  had a r eal  r eason f o r  i t , I  coul d go 

out  and be f u l l  o f  ambi t i o n . E i ght  now I  have an i n f e r i o r i t y 

f ee l i n g , I  J us t  f ee l  k i nda s na i l  when I  go i nt o a r es t aur ant  and 

t he haf cuj i n l ook a t  me. I  f eel  i t  mor e i f  I  went  i n wi t h a gr oup 

o f  bo o o h i es , I  do n ' t  f ee l  so good when I get  i nt o a s t r eet  c ar  

e i t h er . I  hat e t o h ve t o * a l k t o t he back of  t he car  as t he 

peopl e s t ar e. A l o t  of  t i mes I  g-  t  on t he s t r eet c ar  and I  j us t  

s t and i n t he back so I  wo n ' t  have t o f t al k t hr ou h i t . I  f eel  t he 

f unn i es t  when I  have t o s i t  i n a seat  f ac i ng anot her  per s o n, I  

know t hat  t hey ar e t h i nk i ng t hi ngs i n t he i r  mi nds when t hey l ook 

at  me so I  j us t  s t ar e out  o f  t he wi ndow and I  avo i d l ook i ng at  

t hem. 

"1 know t hat  I  f ee l  r es ent f u l  t owar d hak uj i n even when I  

t h i nk t  i ey may not  have any t h i ng agai ns t  me. I t ' s t he o l der  ha-

k u j i n who g i v e me t hose f unhy l ook and t hen I  get  t hose s t r ange 

f ee l i n gs . I f  i t  was l i k e t he o l d day s bef o r e t he war , we coul d 
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because we ar e al r eady under too much suspi c i on. Befor e the war 

I nev er  f el t t hi s way at al l  and I coul d t al k to anybody. But 

somethi ng has happened to me and I  f eel  al l  t i ed up i nsi de when 

I go out i n publ i c . I f I have a few dr i nks I don't f eel  that way 

so much, X n 

"Now I  do n ' t  f ee l  so much at  ease when I  meet  a s t r anger , I  

t r y t o be po l i t e t o t hem, I  c an meet  booc hi es a l ot  eas i e r  and I  

do n ' t  get  t hose f unny f ee l i n gs t owar ds t hem at  a l l . I  know t hat  

t hey ar e unf r i endl y t o o . I  al ways was abl e t o t a l k eas i l y and i t  

l ooks l i k e I ' m cocky somet i mes when I  t a l k t o a hak u j i n , but  ac t -

ual l y I  f ee l  ver y uneas y i ns i de of  me and I  want  t o hur r y up and 

get  t he c onver s at i on ov er  wi t h« 

" I ' m ver y s a t i s f i ed wi t h my f ew f r i ends and I  am not  anx i o us 

t o go out  and meet  a bunch of  ot her  booc hi es and haku.l i n a l t ho I  

woul d l i k e t o know mor e gi i ' l s , I  t r y not  t o be so s ens i t i v e and 

I  have a way o f  t wi s t i ng t h i ngs up and t a l k i ng bac k so t hat  t hey 

wo n ' t  t a l k about  me. T h a t ' s why a l o t  o f  peopl e t h i nk I ' m pr et t y 

cocky and I  know my way ar ound pr et t y good. I  t h i nk I  know my way 

ar ound bet t er  t han a l o t  of  t hose Ni s ei  out  her e beoause t hey ar e 

r ea l l y t i mi d and I  do n ' t  t h i nk I ' m t hat  way . I  never  show t hat  I  

f ee l  t h i ngs i ns i de o f  me when I  am out  i n publ i c and I ' m not  

scar ed t o t ak e a c r aok at  a guy i f  he r i des me t oo much, 

"I n s p i i e o f  t hat , I  em mor e unc er t a i n and r es t l es s about  my-

s el f  t han I  ev er  was bef o r e i n my l i f e . I  suppose I ' l l  j us t  go 

al ong I n t he way I  am and wai t  and f ee what  happens . I  do n ' t  

know how t o f i gur e my f ut ur e as i t  i s t oo deep f o r  me and I  do n ' t  

know exac t l y how t o go about  and f i nd a l l  o f  t he ans wer s t o t he 



t h i ngs that ar e so t wi s t ed up i n my mi nd. I J ust GO al ong f r om 

one t h i ng to ano t her  and t h at ' s t he bes t  t hat  I  can do , vry bi g 

wor r y i s money r i pht  now so I  have been t h i nk i ng o f  go i ns back 

t o wor k pr et t y soon, l>ut  i f  ¿t ar r y wi ns b i g at  t he r aces t hi s 

week , t hen I  can have a good t i me f o r  a wh i l e l o nger  and for get 

about  wo r k i ng. But  sooner  o r  l a t e r , I  s ues I ' l l  have t o go baok 

t o wor k bec aus e I  do n ' t  have t he money t o l o a f  ar ound t oo much 

l o nger . I  do n ' t  t h i nk I ' l l  get  dr af t ed bef o r e t hen s i nc e my 

money has al r eady r un o u t , " 



ch- 47 Bus t er  

J obs 

û s t er , 19, ar r i v ed i n ĥ i c ago i n J anuar y 1944 wi t hout  a j o b , 

but  he d i d not  wor r y much ab&ut  i t  as h i s f r i e n d ' s br o t her  "t o l d me . 

t hat   ̂ coul d get  a j ob at  S Company as soon .as we want ed t o go t o 

wor k" ( p . 36) i t  bi n a f ew day s , ¿ us t er  dfc  ̂ go t o wor k on t he" gr ave-

yar d s h i f t " b Mi  weon. 3  ̂i  QOtgi 'ff i T T̂- f  "and as a paper  wr apper  at  

^65 cent s an ho ur . A f t er  t wo weeks of  s t eady wor k , t he f or eman 

wage pr omot ed hi m t o a machi ne oper at or  wi t h a xxx^̂ i n c r ease 

of  .10 cent s an ho ur , ûf et er  had, s t ar t ed h i s wor k exper i enc es i n 

u " e. 
hrtrc- age wi t h t he i nt ent i ©»�nf * makrrT?<: a good r ecor d so , 

copy p 36 mar ked. 

I t  t ook - °ust er  an addi t i o na l  t hr ee hour s a day t o comr  ut e ¿ a 

back and f o r t h t o wor k a£±xx i n bet ween t he 16 hour s of  wor k he out  i n . 

�̂ uat '- r  f o i l  owed t h i s r out i ne s t ead i l y f o r  t hr ee mont hs u t i l  he 

SiTdTh r̂riy went  back t o t he Rowher  Rel oc at i on Cent er  t o see "my f o l k s who 

wer e l eav i ng f o r  xul e and -1-  want ed t o see t hem f or  t he l as t  t i  e . , .as 

t hat  was t he l eas t  1 coul d do f o r  t hem." (p3&) He spent  bet ween 

$300 and o f  î s s v̂ i ng| (| n t h i s t r i p , f o r  hi s f emi l y needs and i***©« 

hi  ma a W f or  c l o t h i ng . Th i s exper i enc e appar ent l y c ont r i but ed t o hi s 

! ii  lui- sc? d i s o r gan i zat i o n when he r et ur ned t o ĥ i c ago as he was most  

r es t l es s a f t er  t hat . 

Bus t er  s t ayed i n t he Rowher  Cent er  f o r  t hr ee ext r a weeks af t er  

b i s f ami l y l e f t  f o r  x u l e wh i l e wai t i ng ar ound f o r  a f r i end"who had t o 
.. i n chi cago 

gr aduat e f r om hi gh school  f i r s t . (p39) He had l ef t  h i s j ob/wi t hout  

any no t i c e so t hat  �tiyT*rr  and hi  s f r i end went  t o St l  L oui s f i r s t  t o 

"l o o k ar ound and v i s i t  some f r i e n d s . " I 'hey r et ur ned t o Chi cago"when 

we f ound i t  was t oo dear  t her e . " (p40) 

copy p 40 Eoxrk&ntx:(1) mar ked. 
C C w-

Bus t er  f ck® and. h i s f r i end. ±k app l i ed at  a pr i v at e empl oyment  

agency but  t hey d i d not  t ake t he i bb o f f er ed as "we dec i ded t hat  t he 



i 

wor k was t oo har d t her e even i f  i t  d i d pay . 90 c ent s an ho ur . u B40 

"- 'uste 
.on manuf ac t ur i ng 

company but  " I  d i d n ' t  f ee l  l i k e go i ng t h e r e . n p 40 Bus t er  a n d ano t her  

' LÀ«/} V- r f̂  
f r i ed d t hen dec i ded t o t ake an ext ended v ac at i o n wWT S t hei r  money 

h e l L̂ o u t . £ ( 

u B " (c h- 46) had qu i t  t he j ob wi t h me t oo so e j us t  dec i ded t o 
t aPe t h i ngs eas y f o r  a wh i l e . T h a t ' s what  we ve been do i ng ev er y 
s i nc e V»e h av en ' t  s t a r t ed t̂ o t h i nk s er i o us l y abo ut  go i ng t o wor k 
but  we wi l l  p r et t y s oon." 

Dur i ng t he s ev er a l  mont hs - u s t er  w û j i e mp l 6y e d i n t he l a t e 

summer  of  1944, he W ^ l f J y ^  ̂ t o ear n a l i v i n g by 

gambl i ng and ho r s e r a i c e be t t i n g wi t ho ut  any no t ab l e s uc c es s . A f t er  

t h i s p er i o d , * u s t e r  began t o t h i nk of  r et u r n i ng t o wor k agai n s i nc e 

h i s money was r unn i ng o ut , but  

"When x do go bac k t o wo r k , et c copy page 45- 46 mar k ed . ) 
h i s at  t i t  uo. e 

At  an ea r l i e r  da t e , û s t e r  was even mor e v oc al  about  XK&x&t es . 

t owar ds 
JBIX wo r k , 

"Whv s houl d 1 *ro t o wor k  ̂ I  wo ul d h i v e t o - r  or k a t  l eas t  
t-  r e j e mont hs" t o nay my debt s o f f . I 8m bound t o get  hot  i n 
a pok er  s es s i o n s oon and i f  I  wi n $200 I  can get  c l ear  I t  s no 
f un wo r k i ng a l l  t he t i de 1 want  t o en j o y my money whi l e i  

have t he c hanc e, but  I  c a n ' t  do i t  i f  -  am pooped out  f r om 
wor k .X..t oC£HX- i i xyxP l ay i ng t he ho r s es i s a l o t  of  f unp beat s 
wo r k i ng any t i me". Even i f  you wi n onl y ev er y o t her  t i me, you 
woul d f t  i l l  wi n mor e t han i f  you wor k l i k e a s l av e f o r  a week . 

p . 7 i n CH-  45 

Bus t  r 1 s i *e bec aus e 4 m f t . 

HSg>was i n t ens e l y p es s i mi s t i c and r es en t f u l  about  t he f ut ur e bec aus e , 

copy p 48 mar k ed.and 49 

3/ t r eme s e n - ^^i t v i s ^v e n x &v e marfCeft  wh e j } .̂ comment s 
/  \  

l ê opy p W mar l  

Des p i t e t hes e f e e l i n g s , - as t er  does not  see any f u t u r e f o r  h i ms el f  

i n J apan . n e be l i ev ed t hat  he wo u l d have mor e of  an o ppo r t un i t y i n 

n a wa i i  a f t er  t he war , 

P 50 X 

Thi s ex t r eni  



i 

^u s t e r ' s pes s i mi s m was so gr eat  t hat  he c o u l d not  see any hone 

f o r  t he f u t u r e , 

d o n ' t  t h i n ' t her e i s much of  a c ho i c e even i f  t hey d i d wor k har d 
,et c_, p 52 

waz 

At  fehe t i meo f  t he i n t er v i ews (Aug. 194< ) , ~usf cer  s t i l l  was _ ,  |  w  ̂ 7 |  

v er y r es t l es s and ! d i s o r gan i z ed* f f l Bdhe d i d not  l i k e l î c a g V y 

P 55- 56 

I n ô v . 194& û s t e r  d i d r et ur n t o wo r k . He was d r a f t ed i n Bed 

1945 . ( 1 h i s has t o be c h ec k ed . ' 

d u s t e r ' s wor k d i s a t i s f a c t i o n s s t ar t ed when he was a 

young bo y . He had t o he l p h i s f a t h er  f r om t he age o f  12 "when t he 

o t her  k i ds p l ay ed a r o u n d . " He be l i ev ed t hat  he never  d i d get  enough 

s l eep so t hat  h i s s c ho o l  wor k ±Rax s u f f e r e d . B u s t e r  went  t o wor k 

f u l l  t i me f o r  h i s f at her  £ f t er  f a i l i n g t he 10t h gr ade, 

p 14( 1) 

I n May 1941, û s t e r  became a mec h an i c ' s h e l p e r . _e enj o y ed t h i s 

wor k as he had a gr eat  i n t er es t  i n aut o mo bi l es , but  h i s f a t h er  dec i ded 

t hat  i t  was bet t e r  f o r  h i m t o go t o wor k i n G- uadual oupe i n a n u r s er y , 

û s t er  f ound t h i s a bo r i n g ex p er i enc e , as ilj-  sur e di d mi s s L . A . " 

'Phe out br eak of  t he war  (in Dec 7 d i d not  a f f ec t  hi m muzh.  ̂

p 18 

Bus t er  was anempl yed u n t i l  ev ac u at i o n . He wor ked b r i e f l y i n t he 
at  4- 8 a mont h but  he 

c amouf l age net  p r o j ec t  at  S 0n t a Ani t a/ j mi xt exxs bhewa he was 1i r eo 

a f t e r  an ar gument  wi t h t he p r o j ec t  d i r ec t o r  about  o v er t i me pay . 

At  Ro wher , û s t e r  r ec ei v ed a j ob as a cook "r i gh t  away as 1 s a i d t hat  

hel d some exper i enc e as one i n a LA r es t aur and and tire y bel i ev ed me. '¿he  ̂

wer e a bunc h of  dumb c l uc k s i n t he empl oyment  o f f i c e anyway and t he 

o n l y way t o get  a j ob was t o t el l  a l o t  o f  l i e s . . " ( p24) 



en l |  - e was f i r ed wi t hi n t hr ee weeks t o t a k e s t u f f  ̂  ̂

t hey di scover ed i t . T h e cooks di dn' t l i ke that very much and they 

got me f i r ed." ( P25) i ĥ M I 1 

Bust er and hi s Szoot sui t " f r i ends w ^ f T S T ^ J b e r j a c k s 

for the next two months, but they became r est l ess wi t h t hi s sor t of 

l i f e", " 
- -  � � . � � � � � 8 � 1 I I g u u t  or - cgmTTTi i r - ypi mgi fuj j ai .. 

I l i a»8. " I Wf c j  ' c ^ A � Q u Z A 

� - I  
- ^»- J u . «- A B 

Eust er and hi s group remai ned out on seasonal  work for the next 

seven or ei ght months (unt i l  Oct . 194«), but they encount er ed al l  

sor t s of di f f i c ul t i es KfekxiwtctextSceE 

p. 27- 28 mar ked. 

When t hei r money ran out , ~ust er went to work on the r ai l r oad 

a y 556e n t s an hour wi t h an ŝsei  w0r k gang, - f o � , 

f ^ ^ e ^ o ^ ^ r  ̂ r ecept i on L l ^ W l n  ̂

sur r oundi ng ( k » u Montana towns 

"us t e j j / k k k d away from the towns ^ ^ « t and "l  worked har d al l  

t hj p t i me and 1 di dn't mi ss a t w ^k ) s o x s a v e d o y o r $ 2 0 0 � p 2 9 

� 1 of t hi s money was s p &V whi l e wai t i ng f or t he sugar beet company 

to pay the t r anspor t ai on backi x to camp as spec i f i ed in the or i gi nal  

cont r act . 

C C V p. 2 9 - J d ¿ 2 -

emai nj n Rowher a f ^r thcae 

* toolc a j ob as an r ef r i ger at i on a s s i Ì S ^ ^ Z 

s o o n c i ^ ^ r s t r i c t e d c a m p u f e � � i v f Xi f u 

±e became ent husi ast i c about r eset t l ement in a c i t y when 

copy p 34 marked K i ^^^x j &Kk J s à d ^Y y 

And, 
copy p 35 mar ked. 


