
Interviewer's code 
Dorothy Ikeda Evacuation and Resettlement Study, 

February, 1944 (Revised) 

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS 

Date of interview 

1. Case number  JF-39 

-pril 54, 1944 Interviewer G. Kikuchi 

2. Sex, M <£) 3. Marital s tat, M ( T ) D W 0 

4, Present address 
5, Later addresses 

619 Rush St. 
Entered 

8-15-43 
Date 

tt 
u » 

u 
It 

7. Birthdate 

Left 

6. Birthplace  Havre, Montana 
8. Alien or Citizen  Citizen  J  3.  Nisei, Kibei or Issei  ~ ~ e i 

10. Addresses between Dec. 1, 1941 and evacuation 

(a) 
(b)' 

(d) 
(e)" 

F&s 

11. Assembly Center  rulare 

12. Relocation Center 
J15;  n&IL 

Date 
n 
u 
u 
»I 
tl 

Date 
H 

Date 
u 

Entered 

193« 

611.:  x.e nv/ood  ¿ive. 

13. Addresses since leaving Relocation Center" 
(prior to "present address") 

(a) Montana 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
( f ) 

(6) ~ 
14. Family members living together on December 1, 1941. 

Relationship to 

Left 

1948 

;innetka v 111. 
i. rvj .  •:-"ri e,  Ghicaro 

5-11-42 -27-42 

8-89-42 12-10-43 

Entered 
1,2-10-42 

Left 
12-85-48 

12-:  7-42 12-30-42 
1 - Ï -4S 1-
1-25-43 8-lb-43 

Resettler 

(b) 
(0) 
(d) 
(�) 

(f) 
(E) 
(h) 
(1) 

(j ) 

f:ee CH-34 

Age Sex Birthplace Occupation Religion 



• 2 -

15, What members of family listed in 14 evacuated togethe r to Assembly Center? 
Give symbols ee Gil-54 
What other related persons? 

(a)" 
(b) -

(o)" 
(di 
(e)' 
(f)' 

Relationship 
to Resettler Age Sex Birthplace 

Occupation 
(as of Dec. 1, 1941) 

C- rol d pare nt s 
Uncle 

Tihat members listed in 14 or 15 
Give symbols 

\bove went together to Relocation Project? 

What other related 
Relationship 
to Resettler 

persons 

Age 

? 

Sex Birthplace 
Occupation 

(as of Dec. 1, 1941) 

3 
to r 

16.  

(a)" 
(b)" 
(o)" 
(d) 
(e) 

(f ) 
17. Family members living together in Chicago 

Address 
symbol 

Left (see 13) 
Cal .••ith i'riend 
(b) 

( °)   

(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(6)1 
(h) 

Entered 
Relationship 
to Resettler Age Sex Birthplace 

Occupation 
(at date of  
interview}" 

18 Educational history of resettler 
Grammar schools (name and location) 

•ashington, Havre, .font. 
I  in coin.  Havre,  Mori  t. 
MoKinley, Havre, J-pnt. ~ 

High schools (name and location) 

Dates Grade completed 
1 «  — T IV ¿v -ol 
1 q pp _->o X • '  O O  .'-J «7 

2 W 
2nd 

1" :  1-:'::" 1TŒ 

Havre Jr. hi^h, Havr< 
Dates Grade completed 

Tm — ..'IO ni. 
a sh i nt  on Jr.  hi -  h,  r n ;•  j  11.  K 1934-26 8th 
cKinley Jr. hi h,  i •  vp-n 

Colleges, universities and vocational 
schools, (name and location) 

Pasadena  J.O". ,  Pasadena,  : âlii' 

1937-38 ICt h 
Grade 

completed Dates Deg ree 

1938-42 14th 

Attendance at Japanese language 
school, location Dates 
Pasadena ai:uen, Pasadena 1 yr. 
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Tulare 

jgplu innstka 
hicaro 

ated rood plant 
oOlur- 1 ' 

19. Ocoupational 
by entering 
such periods 
and continue 

Dates 
From T» 

history (begin with first job). Note periods of unemployment 
dates continuously and writing "unemp" in Job column to  cover 

Include employment in Assembly Center and Relocation Pr oject 
with employment since resettling. Reason 

Av. mo. for ter-
Nature of job Type of industry Location wages mination 

1942 Domest  ic  ioult ) 
6743~-7/43 
7/42-8742 Canteen 
8/42-12/42 :ecretary 

5-6/40 

3-iok Order 

For what party 
Political activities 

Dates Voted in what elections 

* 



CH 39 Dorothy Sachiko Ikeda WRA *'orm 26 109,478 

2. Manzanar 8/23/42 
3. Tulare 5/12/42 
4. 453 Kensington Place, Pasadena, Calif. 
5. Ikeda, Shigekata Japan 

Arai, Asa Japan 
5a. U.S. R.sales person 
7. Grammar school, McKinley, Havre, Mont. 9/28 to 6/34 

Junior high, McKinley, Pasadena, Calif. 9/34 to 6/38 
High school, Pasadena, " 9/38 to 6/40 
College, J.C., Pasadena, 9/40 to 4/42 

7a. Major--costume designing & commercial - C 
Major—clothing, HS 
Honor--A.G.S. - JH & HS 
Ma jor--Language, Jr. Hi. 

8. None 
12. 62 110 lbs. 
13. No major defects 
18. Single 
19. Daughter 
20. 6/16/22 
23. Yes 
24. Coll. 1 
25. Speaks Japanese 
27. Housekeeper 
27a. Secretary 
28. 9/38 to 4/42 Mrs. Al. Aldrich Schoolgirl #25 mo. 

Private home 
Pasadena, Calif. 

9/35 to 6/38 Mrs. E.B. Fuessle " $5 mo. 
Private home 
Pasadena, Calif. 

29. Hobby—music 
O.P. secretarial 

30. Christian (Union-protestant) 

Dorothy's brother, Donald Kiyoshi Ikeda 

2. same 
3. same 
4.  s  ame 
5. same 
7. Grammar school, Lincoln, Pasadena, Calif. 9/30 to 6/36 

Junior high, McKinley, Pasadena, 9/36 to 6/40 
High school, Pasadena, 9/40 to 2 ^ 
College, J.C. Pasadena, 2/42 to 5/42 

7a. Major—commercial J.C. 
Major—general course H.S. 
Major--general course J.H. 

8. None 
12. 67 130 lbs. 
13. No major defects 
18. Single 
19. Son 
20. 5/28/24 
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Dorothy's brother, Donald Kiyoshi Ikeda, continued 

23. Yes 
24. Coll. 1 
25. Speaks Japanese 
27. Salesclerk 
27a. Gen. office clerk 
28. 1/40 to 5/42 Farmers Produce Retail Salesclerk (part t ime) $45 mo. 

Produce Mkt. (full time summer) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

29. Hobbies—outdoor sports, model airplane 
O.P. salesclerk 

30. Christian (Union-Protestant) 

Dorothy's brother, Otto Masaru Ikeda 

2. same 
3. same 
4.  s  ame 
5.  s  ame 
5a. same 
7. Grammar school, Lincoln, Pasadena, Calif. 9/32 to 6/38 

Junior high, McKinley, Pasadena, 9/38 to 5/42 
7a. Major--college prep J.H. 
8. None 
12. 64 113 lbs. 
13. Impairment of eyesight corrected by glasses 
18. Single 
19. Son 
20. 2/65/26 
23. Yes 
24. H-2 
25. Speaks Japanese 
27. 27a. 28. Student 
29. Sia&siafc Hobby-model aeroplane 
30 Christian (TJnion-Protestant) 

Dorothy's brother, Theodore Shigeaki Ikeda 

2. same 
3. same 
4.  s ame 
5.  s ame 
7. Grammar school, Lincoln, Pasadena, 9/35 to 6/41 

Junior high, McKinley, 6/41 to 5/42 
7a. None 
8. None 
12. 63 103 lbs. 
13. No major defects 
18. Single 
19. Son 
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Dorothy's brother, Theodore Shigeaki Ikeda, continued 

20. 1/21/29 
23. Yes 
24. Gram. 7 
25. Speaks Japanese 
27.--- 27a.---
28. Student 
29. Hobby—chemistry work 

O.P. none 
30. Christian (Union) 

Dorothy's mother, Asa Ikeda 

2. same 
3. same 6/19/42 Santa Anita entered 6/2/42 
4.  s ame 
5. Adopted name: Arai, Kinzo Japan s 

Arai, Toyo Japan 
5a. Abroad—building contractor 
7. Grammar school, Tokyo, Japan 4/98 to 4/06 

High school, Tokyo, Japan 4/06 to 4/ll 
College, Janan Women's 4/ll to 4/14 

7a. Major: Education 
8. Japan 4/l6 to 4/17; 10/91 to 6/14 
12. 64 110 lbs. 
13. No major defects 
18. Married 
19. Wife 
20. 10/2/91 
23. No 
24. C.3 
25. Speaks English 
27. Teacher 
27a.---
28. 9/35 to 12/41 Daiichi Gakuen Language instructor $30 mo . 

Pasadena, Calif. 
4/16 to 9/35 Housewife 

29. Hobby: Knitting, sewing, gardening 
30. Christian (Union Protestant) 



Evacuation & Resettlement Study CH-59 
Charles Kikuchl Doris Ihara (psued.) 
Chicago, Illinois 
May 13, 1944 

Doris Ihara is a  22 year old 
single nisei girl who is at present 
working as a secretary for the 

f itchen Arts Dehydrated Food Plants 
n ̂Chicago.  She also works at 

McHurg Co. part-time in addition to 
her regular job. This case indicates 
*he differences in adjustments of 
members of a single family. Doris is 
one of the larger family groups under 
study, but she has little contact with 
this group as she has developed a 
circle of her own. Cross-references 
should be made tb CH-*34, brotherj 
CH-4, sister-in-law; CH-25, sister; 
GH-33, brother*s brother-in-law. 
Doris is also is in the friendship 
group which includes CH -̂41. 



CH-39 

Doris Ihara was born on June 19, 1922 in Havre, Montana, Sh e 
Lincoln 

attended the elementary school from 1928 to 1929 and 

then transferred to the Washington school until 1931, wh en she 

was inwhe fourth grade. She then went to MeKinley sohool wh ere 

she finished the sixth grade. In 1934 she attended Havre junior 
high school and transferred to the Washington junior high s chool 

in Pasadena, California, 
in the same year/ In 1937 she changed to MoKinley junior hig h 

school wMe?e in Pasadena. She enrolled in Pasadena junior 

college in 1938 and completed the 14th grade by the ti»e of  eva~ 

cuation in 1942. She attended Japanese language school fo r one 

year. 

Doris has been living in Pasadena since 1934 and she did no t 

leave that gity until she was evacuated to the Tulare Assemb ly 

Center on June 11, 1942. She was sent to the Manzanar WRA cen ter 

with her family on Aug. 27, 1942 to join her father who had gone 

there in an advanced erew in March, 1942. Doris only stayed in 

Manzanar for about 3 months. She left for Montana on Dec. 1 0, 1942 

to visit a relative and from there she «proceeded to Chicag o, 

arriving the day after Christmas. She lived for a few days with 

her older sister (gH-25) and then took a domestic job in Winn etka 

for two weeks. She then moved back to an apartment on the near 

northside where she remained until Aug. 15, 1943. Since tha t date 

she has been living at her address on Rush St. on the near n orth-

side. Reference should be made to CH~34 for all of the membe rs of 

her family. Doris is the fourth child in the family. 

Doris* only work experience prior to the war was in domesti c 

jobs at various times around Pasadena while she was attendi ng 

school. She received an average of around $10-#20 for this w ork. 
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She was a nurse*s aide for a short time at the Tulare Assembly 

Center before transferring into the canteen work. In Manzan ar she 

was employed as a secretary for #16 a month until the time of he r 

resettlement. At the present time she is working as a secr etary 

and an order picker in Chicago, and her gross income is arou nd 

$145 a month. 

The interviews were conducted over a period of four differe nt 

times, averaging around 4 hours each time. Prior to this ti me, the 

writer had developed acquaintanceship through contants w ith other 

members of the family. Doris is living in an old mansion whic h 

has bean broken up into small housing units. She lives on the 

second floor with another nisei girl. The apartment is fai rly 

large but it only consists of one room and a small bathroom, ad -

joining« The kitchen is closeted in the main room, being a Pu ll-

man type of kitchen. The girls sleep on a studio couch and a 

davenport. Doris* room-mate is working as a secretary in th e Loop. 

She does most of the cooking since &oris has two jobs and she 

cannot get home early« 

Doris is a rather tall nisei girl with a very friendly per~ 

sonality. However, one of the things which bothers he r a great 

deal is that she is thinks she is getting old and she is a littl e 

worried about marriage. This has been the main reason why sh e has 

had mental conflicts on entering the Cadet Nurses Corps. For a 

short time last year she was thinking of joining the WACs but s he 

gave this idea up. 

During the course of the interviews, Doris threw much addi-

tional light upon her family background, which the other m embers 

of the family did not mention during their interview. Dori *s in-
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terpretation of the family background is much move diff erent than 

the story which her brother and sister told, Boris gave the im-

pression that there was considerably more of a Japanese back ground 

than her brother and sister let on. Doris felt that her inter est 

in Japan was developed through the public schools and not f rom her 

family life primarily. Her family was one of the very few J apan-

ese families in Montana so that she was a novelty in the p ublic 

schools. At that time the people of her community looked upon 

Japan quite favorable  p.s  the land of cherry blossoms and tea ce-

remonies. 

In school Doris was always more or less of a tomboy and she 

was most active in sports. She made many Caucasian friends up 

there in Montana and it was %uite difficult for her to adjus t to 

the nisei society in California when her family moved to P asadena 

in 1934 when D&ris was 13. Doris felt that her contacts with t he 

nisei groups were made very difficult because of the cliq uish dis-

position of the nisei society. She was keenly conscious of th e 

fact that she was an outsider and she thought that all of the 

Japanese rejected her. She made very strong efforts to br eak into 

the Japanese*groups and strangely enough she was able to get along 

best with the issei because she would joke with them about kmx 

their broken English when they made remarks of her lack of know-

ledge in the Japanese language« 

Doris' early contacts with the nisei caused such a degre e of 

resentment that she determined to reject them completely. However 

she soon discovered that in California the nisei and Caucas ian 

children did not mix socially as in Montana. This realizat ion 

hurt her greatly, especially when her few Caucasian frien ds never 



invited her to their homes, #or this reason she was almost f orced 

back into a nisei society. She was able to break into this gr oup 

gradually through church contacts. Significantly enough, her 

first close nisei friend was a girl who was ostracized by the rest 

of the nisei because she played with the Negro children. Since 

Qoris was good in athletics, she gradually made the breaks into 

the nisei athletic clubs. Her closest friends were those w ho were 

interested in swimming but she soon discovered that few ni sei 

girls in  swim  California liked swimming because they did not like 

to get their hair mussed up. 

It was about this time that -̂ oris discovered that nisei ^ir l^ 

in general were predominantly concerned with socials and p hysical 

appearances. In order to become a part of this group, she h ad to 

take on their ways and gradually throughout her school car eer she 

turned more and more Inward into the exclusive nisei studen t body 

at school. At the time of the outbreak of the war she was presi -

dent of the Triple "J» Club at Pawadena junior college. 

In her story* Doris claims that during all this period she 

never had a real close nisei friend and that all of them w ere 

merely acquaintances. Since coming to Chicago she has cut of f a 

great deal of contact with nisei society except for relat ives and 

few close friends. However, this life is disturbing to he r be-
maid 

cause she doesn't wish to be an old m&t and she isn't parti cularly 

interested in a career. She doesn't think there is opportun ity 

for inter-marriage because of prevailing agtitude against the 

Japanese. 

One of the most interesting revelation about her family ba ck-

ground which was not mentioned in  CH-S5  and  CH-34  was that the 
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family has another sister. During the time that the family was 

living in Montana, the mother had to take in laundry to s upport 

all of the children. When Lillian eame along, she was given away 

at birth to a middle aged issei couple who had never had any 

children. Doris has always considered Lillian as her sister  where-

as the older members of the family had not recognized the ex istence 

of this sister. Doris felt that a part of her hatred towards her 

father was due to this action because the father was so irre spon-

sible that he was not willing to provide for the family nee ds,  ( 

However, Doris is willing to extend help to him in the event he r 

father ever needed her because of the broad relationship , in 

general, the whole family has a close solidarity and the o nly out-

sider appears to be the father. The father was not able to as sume 

his role in the family life after the evacuation because he eo uld 

not provide any economic support. It is interesting to note t hat 

many of the nisei interpret the father*s role in the family on ly 

in t sms of his economic importance. Many of the nisei pre viously 

interviewed have never had any close relationships with th eir 

fathers. 

One of the reasons why her mother was so ancious to leave 

Montana in 1934 was that she didn't want to watch her daughter 

grow up with foster parents in the same time. Lillian has o nly 

recently discovered that she has 8 brothers and sisters a nd she 

is only a foster daughter. However, Doris said that Lillian still 
her foster parents 

looked upon  fcfcsa  as her real parents. Doris visited with this 

sister when she resettled. She said that her sister didn' t under-

stand Japanese at all and she was extremely pro-American in her 

attitude, a fact which disturbed her foster parents. 
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It is difficult to interpret Doris* present attitude.  It  may 

be due to the environmental background. She is much more c onser-

vative in her views than other members of her family interviw ed. 

Bois has been quite bitter about the whole evacuation, but th is 

may be due to personal frustrations. She feels that Japa n was 

entirely justified in attacking •fc'earl Harbor and that e vent will 

go kzsk down in history as one of the greatest military fea£ s of 

all time rather than interpreted as at reacherous stab in the 

back. At the time of evacuation she wantea Japan "to beat the 

United States and teach it a lesson.** On the other hand, Dori s 

feels that she doesn Tt say these things because of the fact that 

she has Japanese blood. She is quite conscious of the fact  that 

she is caught in between because she does not believe she will 

ever be accepted completely as an American. Doris feels that  she 

is a part of this country but only one of the minority. Sh e blames 

the  evacuation  on the people of California  because they  felt that 

Japanese  farmers were too agreesive and making too much of a sue* 

cess.  However, Doris sxt is convinced that the nisei willnot be 

held down because it is an ambitious group. 

All of this indicates that ^oris is quite confused in her 

thinking.  She feels that she is patriotic to  this country  and she 

will  never raise a finger Against it. It  appears  that much of her 

attitudes were based on  emiotional  rather  than rational thinking. 

She tends  to  interpret  the war  asbeing caused  by  the Allies and 

that  it is justified because England  item  and  the United  States also 

had  an imperialistic policy in the past. She still hopes tha t the 

United States and Japan  will arrive at a peaceful  solution.  Altho 

she wanted Japan to beat the  d@v$l  out of  Uis*  at the time of eva*-
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cuation she did admit during the course of the interview t hat this 

was a result of her feelings of bitterness and because sh e felt 

that she should not have been kicked around. The thing that m ade 

her the most bitter was the fact that her mother was interne d» 

However, she felt that if Japan ever did invade this country, 

"the Japanese soldiers would spit on us nisei." 

Her story which follows indicates that she is confused in her 

thinking. At one moment she blasts at the United States and t he 

next instant she is talking of her patriotism. The fact tha t she 
was 

grew up in the nisei circle in Pasadena, which  tx. rather a con-

servative group may account for borne of these attitudes. It is 

true that many Japanese communities in California were muc h more 

conservative than others. In Doris* oases there is a te ndency to 

personalize the whole issue. % e n she first came to Califo rnia 

she was rejected by the nisei group and she had to prove that she 

could break into the innier circle. She was able to do this bu t 

she still does not feel that she is a part of the group. Evac ua-

tion made her determine to identify herself more with the Ja panese 

community into which she was drawn and she has a tendency  to take 

views of the camp because of personal maladjustments. He r life in 

the center was unhappy altho she did not fully admit this in the 

interviews. It is difficult to determine what are the factor s 

which would make a nisei extremely race conscious. In her attempts 

to be open-minded, Doris has tended to Justify Japan f s position in 

the war too much. 

In her personal life, she accepts the American ways and wou ld 

have nothing else. She was convinced that this was a race war, 

but at the conclusion of the interviews, she admitted that s he 
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knew very little about politics and that her greatest worry  was 

the problem of marriage. She was discouraged from joining t he 

WAGS because some nisei fellow told her that it was only a form of 

legalized prostitution. In spite of what ^oriE says about he r 

political viewpoints, her actions are not consistent with i t. She 

has donated blood to the Red Cross several times and she d esires 

to have a more direct part in the war effort. A lot of her feel -

ings may be km projection of bitterness, uncertainty and pos sibly 

a desire to escape from the realities of the present situat ion. 

That is why she vacillates in some of her attitudes because  she 

doesn #t have a clear foundation as the basis of her thinking. S he 

tends to be a little pessimistic* and this conclusion was a rtt^ed 

at because of the treatment of the evacuees. 

A clue to how much the Subject of marriage bothers her was 

indicated at the time of the last interview when she insist ed that 

the interviewer eat the last olive in the bowl very strenu ously 

because, "I don't want to be an old maid w, Doris believes that 

the war will go on for 6 or ? years yet. She feels that none of 

the nisei really want careers but the war time circumstanc es have 

forced many of them to think deeply about what they can be doing 

to support themselves for the duration, Doris* problem is c om-

plicated by the fact that she has a strong sense of family re s-

ponsibility. She would like to resettle her parents but sh e is 

not able to do this, she only managed to save #90 in the la3t 18 

months. An indication of Doris* generosity towards member s of her 

family was expressed when she went to Montana to see her s ister. 

Doris spent her last dollar buying this sister a ooat and some 

other clothes because the foster parents could not afford it. 
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That is the reason why Doris arrived in Chicago with only $2  in her purse. 

Doris 1 routine of life is very uncertain at the present time and s he has 

a perpetual but vague feeling of restlessness. She is not sa tisfied with 

her present situation at all and the routine of her present living has 

caused a great deal of mental conflict. A better understan ding of Doris 

will be revealed through her own life story which follow s: 

"I think that I have led a fairly happy family life even t ho there were 

many problems in the past. My family was never very well off but that 

only brought us closer together. I don 11 know very much about the early 

days of my parents. All I remember is that my mother was alw ays hard-working 

and she took in laundry while my pop worked on the railroads. I  was-born 

in Havre, Montana in 1922. I don't remember too much of it. I only remember 

that we moved to a big house where my two younger brothers were born. I 

used to be afraid to go upstairs in the dark because that hous e was so big. 

Last year I went back to Montana and I found that the house wa s really 

quite small. Another thing I remember is that we kids used t o fall asleep 

by the big stove in the winter time and my mother would alwa ys cook us 
X 

extra delicacies*' 

"My mother was a good cook and she always made us lots of pas tries. We 

ate mostly Caucasian foods until we went to California. An other thing I 

remember is that my mother always had a lot of flowers in th e garden and 

she was always making flower arrangements to brighten up t he house. She 

was the most wonderful person in the world and I admired her m ostly. Father 

was rather distant from the family and I never got to kn ow him very well. 

When I was small, I used to run up to him all the time, but as I grew older, 
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my father grew repulsive to me because of some of the things I heard about 

him. Yet, if something did happen to him, I know that I would  go to him as 

I couldn't ever ignore my own father. It was mostly his fau lt because he 

never took his family responsibilities like a father shou ld do. 

"I don 1t remember much about the relationship between my parents when 

I was small, but I do know they had many arguments as we childr en grew 

older. Dad never did like to keep any one job. He thought he  was above all 

that just because he had some education. He always wanted t o do white 

collar work and he didn't like to work with his hands. It hur t his ego 

when mother had to take in laundry in order to feed the chil dren and I 

suppose that caused a lot of the arguments, îr father was an intelligent 

person but he just didn't seem to fit in. 

"Most of the things I learned was from my mother. I remember sh e always 

used to teach me to keep clean in everything and that is why I  am quite 

fussy about housekeeping now. 14y mother was firm but she ne ver told us 

definitely what to do every time. She used to let us make a l ot of our own 

decisions. When I was 11 years old, she said that I was old enough to wash 

my own clothers. I had to start taking care of my younger brot hers about 

that time too. I was always taught to respect my older siste r and brothers. 

Some of my brothers were quite mean to me and they used to cha se me all the 

times. The members of my family always called me  ! Blackie'  because I got 

quite tanned and that hurt me very much. I was in the open a lot because 

I did a lot of swimming. My brothercsure did pick on me when I w as small 

though. I always wanted to play with 
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them because I didn't like the other girls, 

"There were some nisei girls in town but none of them were my 

own age so I spent most of my time by myself and also helping my 

mother do housework. I used to go swimming all day long du ring 

the summer. ¿11 the kids in town came to the pool. I didn't play 

with any particular group as  1  got along with everyone. We were 

just kids together. My memory of Montana was very pleasant a nd 

happy. Some of my childhood friends still knew m® when I went back 

there for a visit last December when I went up to visit my sist er 

who was living with her foster parents* 

"One of the things that  x  remembdr about Montana was the real 

cold winter nights. I used to like the winter season as I went out 

alone to ice skate after school. I would chase my brothers a round 

for a while but they never wanted to play with me. In the spr ing 

it was roller skating season and in the fall we would all look for-

ward to the circus coming to town« All summer JC long I would w ork 

for my mother to get pennies and I would save all of theni so I 

would have enough to go to the circus in the fall. Sometimes I 

wasn't quite honest because my mother used to send me to the store 

and I would put candy on the grocery bill and keep it myself , 

"We always spoke English at home altho my mother tended to 

use Japanese. My dad could speak English well enough. Th ere were 

only about 10 Japanese families in town but they tended to celebrate 

most of the Japanese festivals and we all took part in it. I a l-

ways looked forward to these events. We always celebrated the 

Emperor's birthday, Boy's Day and Girl's Day. On the Empero r's 

birthday there was an elaborate ceremony at the Japanese sch ool and 

I looked forward to it because they gave us candy and food. The y 
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gave long speeches in Japanese but it didn't mean anything  at all 

to me, 

"Our family always went to these festivals and my mother 

would bring food to it. However, f$y  folks didn't have too muoh 

contact with other Japanese as father felt that we were a lit tle 

better class than the farmers. Whenever there was a death o f a 

Japanese in the community, all of the Japanese would come t ogether 

öor a banquet and everyone would feast and make merry. Tha t was 

the Japanese ciustom./ O nce in a while my mother would have Japanese 

friends over to the house to entertain them, however she d id belong 

to Caucasian groups too.  s he was a member of the  P.T.4.  and 

ladies'  Aid  group. She was well liked because she had such a 

friendly personality. We went to the church picnics every year and 

we also attended the *'irst ̂ t  hod ist  church every Sunday, 

"My mother taught at the Japanese school so I didn't mind 

going so much. My mother wanted us just to learn the refined  Japa-

nese which she had learned in college in Japan^ She was ve ry 

strict with the pupils. Once I talked too much in class and my 

mother slapped me in the face right in front of the class and to ld 

me to go home. I was so embarrassed but I didn't cry.  I  brought 

that on myself because  ray  mother had casually asked me what I would 

do if I  were a teacher and some little  girl  was sas»y and I an-

swered that  I  would slap her  face  without realizing  that ray  mother 

was referring to me. Shortly after  this the  Japanese school  dis-

banded  but I  don't know  the reason why, i'he kids back there can't 

understand Japanese at all, but they can sp©** It a little, My 

California lingo is pretty bad but those nisei up  there  thought I 

spoke  such  wonderful  Japanese when  I went last year. 
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"My school days up in Montana was most enjoyable as I played 

most of the time. It was a lot of fun. I wasn't particulary 

aggressive or shy. I wasn't soared of the other kids, but I  could 

not understand why I was different. I«d go to their homes and I 

was always one of them. One day they started to talk about d iffer-

ent nationalities at school and I was pointed out as Japanes e by 

the teacher. Right then I felt different and that there was some«* 

thing different about me. I never thought it would affect me later 

on as I had my childhood friends and it didn f t make any difference. 

I was proud of the fact that I was the only Japanese in the clas s 

and I didn f t feel inferior at all. 

"In those days the American people spoke very highly of th e 

Japanase in sohool and also about Japan. It was in school whe re I 

learned how Japan had beaten Russia in the war and what a s trong 

and beautiful country it was. That is one of the reasons why I 

always wanted to visit Japan. I learned a lot of these thing s at 

school and not from my family. 

"Of course, there were times when my parents talked about th eir 

relatives in Japan which they were proud of. My mother had be en a 

school teacher back there before she was married and she to ld us 

that her brother was agraduate of Was8da University. My f ather 

also came from a good family and we were never ashamed of ou r 

family Background since our family rank was very much res pected 

back in Japan. Mother never spoke too long about her folks, b ut 

she had a tad tearful look in her eye when she looked at some of 

the old pictures of Japan that she had. My mother told me once 

that she went ba£k to Japan with my older brother and sister be-

cause she was so lonesome for the old country, '¿hat was bef ore I 



-14-

was born« But when she saw the living conditions there, s he came 

back immediately and to this day she says that she never wan ts to 

go back there to live. 

"I had another sister too. I don't think my older brother an d 

sister wantd me to talk about it. However, I feel that she is a 

real sister and I'm not ashamed of her. When Lillian was born , my 

0 'v.. 

mother took her over to the totr-as.- I didn't know what it was about 

but every day we went over to see the baby. I always thought i t CP, was the  9saira".  baby and I didn't know it was my real sister for many 

years. As I got older l learned that Lillian had been adopt ed by 
CP'S,  m the Qmuras. The main reason for this was that my mother alread y 

CP 

had 7 children of her own and Mrs. Omura couldn't have one. Th ey 

asked so hard for a child that mom gave up Lillian at Birth. I 

used to go over and take care of her. Now Lillian is 16 and s he 

knows that she is a part of our family even though her foste r par-

ents never told her. When I was up there, Lillian introduce d me 

to all of her friends as my sister but she considers her fos ter 

parents as her own.^She is very happy with her foster parents and 

she is glad that they lost their money as her family was well o ff 

once but they weren't close together when the parents had to work 

so hard. Lillian is glad that she has a lot of brothers and s isters 

because she feared that she would be left all alone in the wor ld 

when her aged foster parents died. (I never realized that c hildren 

were teased when they were adopted. I didn't think that they could 

be so mean as to tease Lillian about not having any real par ents. 

I have always considered Lillian as my real sister no matter how 

many times she has been adopted. Lillian's folks never got evacu-

ated up there. / I think one of the main reasons why my mother 
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moved to California was that she couldn ! t stand to stay in the same town 

and see her own daughter growing up in another family. Moth er really 

wanted to keep Lillian but we were too poor. I blame my fat her for that 

plenty._ 

"Anyway, when I first heard that we were going to California i n 1934, 

I was so happy because all of the Caucasian kids gave me pres ents for a 

farewell. It was all glamour to me to go to a big city in Cal ifornia. I 

also was glad to see my wonderful big sister again. She w as already in 

Pasadena going to school there and I had a tremendous admi ration for her, 

I didn't drop a tear when I left Montana as I thought I would se e all of my 

old friends again very soon. All of the kids in town came to the station 

to say good-bye to me. % brothers were all with me so I didn' t feel lost 

as I knew I could play with them. I always wished that I wer e a boy 

because I just didn't fit into all of the things they did an d I didn't like 

to play with the girls so much. 

"I thought that California was so beautiful when I woke u p on the train 

and saw the palm trees and felt the warm sunshine. I was only  12 and so 

excited. It was just like going to a foreign country. Mont ana was so dry 

and barren in comparison to California. I never saw such tal l trees before 

in my life. 

' "lie lived in a colored district in Pasadena and I never sa w colored 

people before. I thought it was queer that  ray  uncle would pick out a small 

house in the colored district. I was amazed at the green grass in front of 

the house and we even had a garage. But the inside of the hou se was not so 
/ 

good. We were pretty poor and I remember eating cheese sand wiches with bread, 

while back in Montana we always had hot lunches. Father wa s still in Montana for 
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a while longer so we dicta*t have much money. That's why my o lder brother 

Allen had to quit school to go to work, 

I "The first Sunday we were in Pasadena, we went to the Japanes e church 

and a nisei girl took us in a car. When I got into the church I looked at 

the people and I never saw so many Japanese before. Everyon e there was 

Japanese and I was flabergasted as they all looked alike to me, ̂The nisei 

girls put their heads together and whispered when we came in . They had a 

funny superiority complex,̂ ) When I went to the public schoo l, I could talk 

to the hakujin girls and feel at ease. But my face got al l red when I saw 

any nisei. They never talked to me at all, I tried to make frie nds but 

for days the nisei avoided me and I had to eat lunch all by myse lf at 

school, I thought this was funny because I was Japanese too, I was so mad 

at them and I felt much older than them, 

"I vowed to myself then and there that I would never go ar ound with 

any Japanese kids. But when I got to McKinley school the Ca ucasian and 

nisei students kept apart and I had to make some friends so I we nt around 

more and more with the nisei, I never felt I was one of them for a long 

time. Among the nisei, you had to show that you had somethi ng extra or 

else they considered you as nothing. That 1s why I determined to become 

president of the Triple 'J 1 club. They only voted me in because I was crazy 

enough to work my head off so that they could have a lot of so cial activities. 

"While I was in grade school, I only had Caucasian friends b ut I wasn't 

there long enough, I played with them and we belonged to the sa me club. 

When my girl friend died, it was the first time I felt death a nd I couldn't 

understand it, I should have gone on to the same junior high s chool with 

them instead of going to 
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McKinley where there were so many nisei.  •  I only had one good 

American girl friend at  McKinley altho I knew quite a number of 

others. The nisei there all avoided the hakujin and it made i t 

hard for me. I got around mostly because I went out for schoo l 

sports. I wanted to have both nisei and Caucasian friend s but the 

trying to show-off and was acting snooty. It wasn't that w ay at 

all because I really wanted to get in with the nisei. I didn't 

worry too much about it after a while because they couldn't c ompete 

against me in grades of sports anyway. I made the school hoc key 

and basketball team and there was one other nisei girl who c ould 

do that. 

"Gradually I began to run around with an older club of nisei 

girls as i got into their basketball leagues and I made the team. 

I guess that's the reason why they accepted me in the first pl ace. 

Most of my other nisei contacts were sJD̂ EX obtained throu gh the 

Japanese church. Gradually I became like the other nisei an d I 

wasn't so much against them anymore. I became less cynical a nd I 

suppose I became giggly and petty just like the rest of them . We 

never did think like that up in Montana. 1 couldn't underst and 

why the nisei threw around such sharp remarks about other peo ple 

and then think that they were so good. Maybe I was just a co untry 

hick to them fc  but I made up my mind to show them. We had much more 

wholesome fun up in Montana and J- often wished that I was bac k 

there. The kids JL knew up there were sweet and clean and the y 

didn't throw around any barbs like the nisei. The nisei girl s 

could only think of clothes and nice soft hands all the time . They 

didn't go in for swimming because they were afraid to mess the ir 

nisei tended to avoid around rumors that I was 



hair up. They always picked their friends according to how good 

looking they were, on Ho&lywood standards, and 1 thought t his was 

so superficial and petty. Some of the nisei girls were even afraid 

to talk to a nisei boy who wasn't so good looking because t hey 

thought it would hurt their reputation. I just couldn't und erstand 

these things because I had always accepted my friends accor ding to 

what they were and their personality and other things like t hat. 

The nisei in California just stressed looks and athletic a bility 

all the time. Maybe it was because they felt insecure t oo. 

"The funny thing was that I liked the issei right from the 

beginning. I tried very hard to learn Nihongo from them. The y were 

always more cordial and sincere to me than the nisei. The on ly 

issei 1 didn't like were the ones who went to our own church. Th ey 

were too critical of our family and I never felt at home wit h them. 

I found that the Buddhist mothers l met were real nice to m e and 

they always talked to be pXeasantly even though I was a Ch ristian. 

I didn't mind when they laughed at me because I didn't spe ak Japan-

ese so well as I could laugh at them when they mad© mistake s in 

broken English. I think that the issei have a much better sen se 

of hume® than the nisei because you can kid them occasional ly and 

they are not all frozen pusses like what you hear. I think it's 

the nisei who lack a well balanced sense of humor because they 

could dish it out but could not take it. 

"The California nisei always thought that they were superi or 

to everyone else. They always judged by looks, clothing and m oney. 

That was what hurt and I've felt that it was al^discriminat ion. I 

didn't know why they should be so high-hat. We couldn't h elpt it 

if our family was poorer than soe other family. That's why I tr ied 
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to be friendly with other nisei who were not so accepted on a ccount 
A 

of being poor or who were notso good looking or who were too good 

looking. The other nisei got jealous of girls who were too go od-

looking. Gse,  it * s  funny to understand the nisei. At that time I 

was pretty mixed up and I guess I had a chip on my shoulder most 

of the time. 

—"That was why my first Japanese friend was a girl that none of 

the others liked. Nobody talked to her so that she had to pla y 

with the kurombos. One day I saw her sitting alone at school a nd 

so I smiled at her and I went to eat lunch where she was sitting . 

Gradually we became friends. Later I found out the reaso n the 

other nisei avoided her because she played with the kuromb os and 

she was not so good looking. This girl remained a good fri end of 

mine right up to the time of evacuation altho shenever could g et 

into the same Japanese circle as I did. I never snubbed her o r 

anyone else when I got into the more select circle. I wa s later 

invited to join two nisei girl's clubs at school but I re fused one 

of them because they were too high-hatted. They thought they were 

the cream of society and nobody else could talk to them. 

"Another thing I couldn't understand wkac was that there war e 

a lot of Buddhist and Christian peeple in town and they stuc k to 

themselves. I vowed that when I got to junior college I wo uld see 

to it that they get mixed up. It later developed so that th e nisei 

didn't split on account of religion so much any more. I even p layed 

basketball for the Buddhist gtrls&s teams a lot of times an d reli-

gion didn't make any difference at all. 

"Eventually I got so I didn't care if the nisei were cliquis h. 

It wasn't because the Caucasian kids disliked them as they  thought 
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highly of them. I wasn't exactly abrain-storm in J.C. and that helped 

many a nisei reputation. I thought more of play than my stud ies. The thing 

that hurt me most was when my Caucasian girl friends at high school never 

invited me to their home like they had done in Montana. I c onfined most of 

my nisei activities to school, except for the two who I went swimming with. 

I only saw them once a week when we went swimming. It was too h ard to get 

close nisei friends so I went from one group to another but I w as not a 

real member of none of them. I feel to this day that I have no real close 

nisei friend and I don't know if the people I am acquainted w ith are true 

friends or not. I have been disappointed too many times in rea lizing that 

most of the nisei were artificial and that their friendship s were only skin-

deep. 

"I started Pasadena J.C. when I graduated from the tenth grad e in 1938. 

The junior college included high school and two years of col lege work, I 

had a lot of fun there as I took the subjects that I enjoyed a nd there were 

plenty of parties I could go to even tho I wasn't a close memb er among the 

nisei clubs. I learned how to drive a car and I was able to take it to 

school. I think that the car attracted some of my nisei fri ends. 

"I was planning to take a dress-making course at J.C. and then go on 

to Santa Barbara or San Diego State college. I wanted to maj or in Home 

Economics but I also took a side line of business courses so I would have 

something to fall back on. I thought that I could get into Civil Service 

if I wanted to. I didn't have the gumption of going on all th e way through 

college and I wanted to get by as easily as possible. Busin ess training 

was one of the easiest courses to pick up and many nisei girls m ajored in 

it because they felt they could get better grade. 
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"Because our family was poor, I started to do part-time s chool girl 

jobs in 1936 in order to help support my way. I was only 14 the n and I got 

paid $2 a week to take care of 3 kids. I only planned to do it  during the 

summer at first. Then I went to work for Mr. Fieldsly whe re my older sister 

had worked before. I took her place there. That was the main r eason why 

I changed to McKinely junior high school since this domesti c job was located 

in another area in the city. I was treated as one of the famil y and I ate 

with them at the same table except when they had company. I had a large 

room to myself but I never invited any of my friends over. I suppose it 

might have been a feeling of shame, but I didn 1t realize it then, 

"I stayed in that job for the next 3 years and also attended  school,  j 

After that I got a part-time domestic job with Mrs. Aldrich. The work was 

very easy and I got $3 a week. Mrs. Aldrich seemed to be one of the truest 

friends I have now, but I disliked her the most as I thought she was always 

putting on airs. She was of an average American family and sh e ran a 

boarding house after her husband's death. I was helping her in this work 

but all the time I was there, she tried to act like the wel l-to-do who stayed 

at her boarding house. I never respected her for trying to f eel so superior 

and I didn't think she should try to act better than I. It tu rned out 

though that she was the most understanding of all of the Cauc asian people 

I worked for. 

"Doing a school girl job was part of my life and many nisei g irls were 

doing it. I always told the other nisei girls not to do it if they didn't 

have to because they would miss so much by not 
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the nisei group» It was all small town stuff, but it was fun © yen 

though 1 didn't get along too well with the nisei. I always f elt 

a little different fpora them even when I was most active in the 

nisei circle. 

"X planned to do post-graduate work at the junior college a nd 

then take civil service examination for clerical work* I th ought 

my life was fairly settled and that I would he living wit h my folks 

until I got married. Then came the war. On December 7th I was 

studying with my radio turned on. I heard some mention of Pearl 

Harbor but I didn't listen closely as X was concentrating on my 

book. Then my brother oame dashing home to tell us. None of u s 

believed it at all. Everybody got jittery right away. I had 

planned to go to a movie that evening but my father didn't w ant me 

to go out as he thought it would be too dangerous. 

"The next day I went back to school and the president of the 

college called a general assembly«, It was sad that some of t he 

Caucasian girl's boy friends were on the ships that were sun k. 

There was a lot of crying in the audience. The president of the 

college said that the nisei were a part of the school and we sh ould 

be treated as Americans and not as Japanese. As he talked, I f elt 

very queer and I resented that such an assembly had been cal led as 

i didn't believe that it was necessary. It didn't helped th ings 

out as all as it made the nisei more conspicuous. Most of th e 

nisei there were very self-conscious. Some of the hakujin s tudents 

looke&i at us funny bpt nothing was said. 

1 "The whole period after the war was one of great confusi on and 

everyone was wild with eacitement. It never occurred to me that x 

the nisei would be put in a special class. I had reacted in the 
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same shocked way as the other American people and I never dre amed 

that there would be suspicion upon us just because we had Jap anese 

f a c e s # T t  didnU make me feel any too good when these things* 

dawned on me. I suppose 1 was angry in a way that people could 

even think of such a thing, ^owever, I did have a queer fee ling 

inside of me for quite a while and it's too difficult to des cribe 

what xkmx sort of sensation it was. I suppose it was sort of a 

numb and dazed feeling and I felt like I was walking around i n a 

dream, y 

"Nothing special happened in the Japanese community after 

Pearl Harbor. At school a few more nisei dropped out each day and 

around January 10 there were only 4 of UF left, ("in March m y mother 

was interned so I had to quit school to go help out with the fa mily. 

There still was no talk of a general evacuation of Pasadena, althov-

a number of issei had been interned in other areas, very few we re 

taken from our towiuj S 0 0 n after that the curfew went into effect 

and I began to work at a full time domestic job. In the eve nings 

I would go home and we would paint up the inside of the house an d 

put our things in order. Evacuation was coming on and w e were pre-

paring for it. My older sister planned to leave before the tra vel-

ing permits were frozen. When she finally did get out at th e last 

minute, it left a lot of the family burden to me as my dad had gone 

on to Manzanar as a volunteer worked, i had to look after the 

younger kids mostly* 1 had to do all of the shopping and co oking 

after my own full day's work. It was quite a strain-preparin g for 

the evacuation since we had such a large household. 

I 1 h a d n o  definite plans of my own except to go with the fami-

ly.  I  I was very, very bitter when my mother was interned as they 
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had no right to take her. I knew that her ideal of Amaiea was 

high and she had always told us that we should pledge allegia nce to 

the United State«. She said that she never wanted to go back t o 

Nihon because the didn't like it when she went for a visit s ome ^ 

years before. My mother was interned just for being a Japanes e 

school teacher. She only taught the language and nothing else,  j  

"I thought all along that my mother would only be taken for a 

short time as there were no charges against her and none of th e 

children could speak Nihony? very well. We had a brother in th e 

Army then and my dad had served in the last war for a time. When 

my mother didn't come back right away, she sent special deli very 

letters to us every day. It was tragic for a lot  tt  Japanese women 

who were interned as they had to leave behind little childre n with 

nobody to take care of them. My mother spent all her time w orrying 

about other women and she would tell us to go visit them to c heer 

them up. She wrote and said that one lady's hair had turne d snow 

white because she worried so much about her children. She also 

said that the guards were very suspicious at first fcut got very 

friendly when they saw that Japanese women were not suspic ious. 

"In her letters, my mother sent us advice about how to prepar e 

for the evacuation, and she told us to have faith in God as ev ery-

thing would turn out all right. It was the first time that I  ever 

remember my mother saying anything like that. We all helped e ach 

other as much as we could, but 1 did get crabby at times becaus e I 

was so nervous and tired.  w hen the evacuation was definitely an-

nounced, my reaction was for the material things like gett ing my 

brothers the right clothes and inishing all of our busines s up in 

time. I didn't even consider that we could protest. The only thing 

that I resented that the  JACL  leaders want to San Francisco and told 
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the Array that the Japanese people offered to leave right away. It 

was coming eventually but 1 felt that we should have stood f or our 

rights* for a little while. In another way, cooperating and g oing 

so willingly may have been our str̂ isgest point. W© were a min ority 

and if we have patiente, time will prove us to be in the right an d 

loyal to this country. 

••I was so busy preparing for the evacuation that i didn't have 

much time for thinking about general principles. My older  brother 

settled most of the business for the house and it was my dut y to 

assist him without too much interference. I had to buy all o f the 

clothes for the three younger brothers and supervise most o f our 

personal packing, 

"I thought that the Army would never let us out of the camp 

because if California did not want us, then what state wou ld? I 

saw a very dreary and monotonous life ahead of me. The only c on-

solation was that 1 could get a chance too know the Japanese bet ter 

than I had known them before. My thoughts were all mingled and I 

was afraid I*d be sent to Nihon and i didn't know what the scor e 

was. | It was a thrilling but frightening experience that I w ent 

though in camp. The evacuation was all done in haste so I did n't 

have a chance to think clearly once. 

"Ify sister had gotten out in time with some of nisei friends 

and one of them sent around a long letter describing the t rip! It 

sounded like they were having a lot of fun but 1 didn't thin k it 

was safe to be traveling around the country at that tia®. They 

were stopped several times because people were suspiciou s of them. 

They had no idea of what they were going to do once they finis hed 

their trip. I thought it was much safer to go to camp rather than 

face all that discriminationon the outside. letter foll ows: 
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The following manuscript was written by George Morikawa  * 

to his sister who was then at Santa Anita Assembly Center. George 

and  rum  nil »iu,r  sister*  and mother left voluntarily tor Texas just 

before travelin  ;  was frozen. 

I'm sorry sorry I didn't write any sooner--I hope Ryo has 

been keeping you tabbed on all of our activities. The first 

couple of days after we hit this new address I had indigesti on, 
» 

constipation, and dysentery, or a reasonable fascimile! The 

reason, I think, were those waffles we had on that first morn ing. 

I suppose Ryo has told you the nersons in our party. In ease 

she hasn't here they are: Yuri Ikeda, Emily Uchiyama, Yuji Al exis 

"Ajax the ureat" ,  "Ironpants" Tajima, Henry Nagamatsu and our 

family, of course, -anyway, about those waffles! Emily and 

Henry got up exceptionally early that morning and decided t o make 

them on the new waffle iron which mom received from the Shi îas. 

Well, their intentions were great but the waffles—groan, g uoan--

burp-p-p gad, confidentially they shtunki! Ha, ha, 1 fooled 

them tho--I receovered and am now in the pink of health. fE mily 

mistook the baking soda for the baking Powder J) 

I suppose Ryo has also kept you informed of the incidents 

which kept happening to us on the trip—nothing really seri ous 

that we can't keep from laughing about them now that it's all 

over--but some of them made our hearts skip a beat or two at the 

time. Maybe, just for posterity's sake, so we can tell our 

children about it about twenty years from now--when we'll p rob-

ably be having another wah-h-h--I ought to reminisce a bi t 

concerning the great "hegira". Mom, Ryo, Kenji and Larry dro ve 



up to the "Old Dorm" about 11:00  A.M.  I was all ready to go, but 

I had arranged to wait for Yuji and Yuri so that we could all 

start out together. ..ell, you know Yuji--he' had  to have  his oar 
[0 

overhauled at the last minute and his ties (in oase  you've  i'or-

gotten what those antiquated objects look like, they Tre round 

rubbery objects which fit on to  a  four cylindrical wheels placed 

at appropriate locations at the four corners of a car--th ese 

objects are still in existence, so I don't think it is necess ary 

to go too much into detail) —two of his tires, anyway, were so 

shot that he had to get them exchanged. I reminded him that we 

did not have sufficient time to raise a rubber plantation and 

build our own tires for the trip. One-thirty rolled aroun d and 

still no sign of the GReaT  TaJiMAIJJ  -nd we were getting very, 

very impatient not to mention--very, very, very exasperate d II!I 

I finally called him up at home and he says that he won't be abl e 

to start for another hour or so--yea Gods  I  I told him we were 

going to start immediately since we were pulling a trailer; w e 

arranged to meet about 5:30  P.M.  in Beaumont, Calif., which is 

just outside of the first Prohibitive Area. I'm not forget ting 

about Henry and Emily--they had started out about 9:00  A.H.  for 

Santa Ana so that Henry could, trade his '56 V-8 for his brothe r's 

'41  V-8--nice bartering, eh, eh--that's Henry all over. He's 

willing to trade a dime for a dollar bill anytime  11  'e had also 

arranged to meet in Beaumont in the afternoon. Beaumont, h ere 

we come.'I  Here's Beaumont but where's Henry??? Boy, that was 

fast--it's got me dizzy--so let's stop along here off the hi gh-

way and wait ¿'ifteen minutes half an hour, where is tiat 

man?? There he goes in the opposite direction--say ,  he didn't 



even see us--thei>e's someone sitting beside him who's t aking up 

all his attent ion  11 1 "Je  wait some more 'cause I i'igger he'll be 

coming back, but  Rye's  getting ants so we decided to turn around 

and try to find  him.  A  mile back and we find him--also parked 

on a shoulder--and I  DON'T  -3..N HIGHWAY  III 

It's  getting late so we decided to call up Pasadena to fin d 

out when that Tajima boy had  left --Sycamore 2-1790, the Tajima 

residence--what  »  is that you Yuji??? (XXXXX  llll  where 

in the h do you think you're  going--to  a picnic???? We 

thought you had left hours  ago. O.K.  we'll meet you across the 

Arizona border about  midnight. 

10:00  P.K.  and we're averaging over  40  which means the 

speedometer's 4b to 50 most of the  time.  Not a bad looking burg, 

Blythe--re Linds me of Crawley, one of the cleaner Valle y towns. 

We picked a likely looking cafe and had hot sandwiches and  coffee. 

At a gas station across the street we had the cars checked  and 

stoked with gas,  oil,  and  v / a t e r .  -.e found out that the e is a 5 

cent per gallon tax on gasoline carried in bulk across t he bor-

der so we left the five gallon cans  empty.  ami thought it 

would be a good idea to telephone home and let you know how far 

we had gotten--you know that part of the  story.  A couple of 

miles out of Elythe and we come to the natural border betwee n 

California and  Arizona,  the Colorado  iiiver.  Gee  whiz,  is there 

anyone in those uniforms those sentries up ahead are we aring--

oh,  my mistake, they're  black boys.  They had  all  the  accoutre-

ments runs and bayonets and brass  hats,  j  ut ,  they were very 

nice about the  whole  thing—although mom was so scared she was 

ready to turn around and head  back  to a  camp.  They told us to 



turn on the car lights inside and out, close the windows , and 

proceed slowly across the bridge. Ahh, we're finally ou t  of 

California. At the Arizona inspection station, we draped o ut 

our permits again to show that everything was on the up ana  up. 

Boy, it's dark as a pit on a moonless  night;:  .Ve pulled up on 

the  shoulder  beyond the station to wait  for  Yuri and  Yuji--and 

slapped  out a few postcards for good measure. Only a half hour 

wait and along came the great Tajima--that boy ^ist ha ve bee.i 

traveling]  Happy  days, we're all together again (except for 

you)  just  as we had  planned—the  re  were times when I thought we'd 

never  make it even  this far. We're  feeling pretty  wonderful  now 

that those godawfulrestriotions have been  lifted  from  over  our 

heads--the Sword of Damacles had nothing on  them:  Let's just 

keep driving until we begin to feel sleepy--my, it's alre ady be-

ginning to get light —Prescott, a picturesque little  town, 

nestled way up in a forest of pine, then Ashfork--here ' s William 

where we turn  off  if  we're  going to the Grand Canyon; the route 

we planned to collow was cooked up on  Sat.  afternoon during a 

conference which  Dr.  Knapp, Jim Dailey, and Vito Vanoni (Soil 

Conservation) and I had about everything in general inc luding my 

possibilities at Eastern universities. Before I left I  also was 

able to obtain a copy of the report which I helped write while 

v/orking in the Pump Lab. 

Continuing the trip about ten  A.M.  we arrived at the Grand 

Canyon, south rim. I wasn't impressed--no comment, please.  I 

think it was because I expected so much more color, just lik e in 

the postcards--maybe it was the wrong time of day. After  a 

picnic lunch on the  rim,  we left early in the afternoon, and  it 
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was a good thing we did. Just a few miles before approachin g the 

main highway, No. 66, the Arizona State Police came scre eching 

along; we stopped.') For one thing Yuji and Hank were  hugging--

the--naw, you're wrong--I mean the middle of the road. I was 

driving the otude so I couldn't see what else they were u p to. 

I was straddling the middle line too but I got back to the ri ght 

side before the coppers saw me. Alexis and Hank got war ning 

slips but I got away with it--pretty lucky, huh? 

And that wasn't all--this was really the first time that the 

strength of our traveling permits was put to actual test. Th ose 

two "Mounted Police" on their i'ord V-i were either tryi ng to show 

off their authority or else they thought it was their fluty to 

give us the complete once-over. Whatever they thought ou r names, 

destination, etc. went down into their little black boo k—filled 

with form-sheets for stolen cars and the like. I think Ryo went 

down in the "stolen car" column, but the "Mountv" said he's re-

member not to hold her for  it.  Imagine Ryo —a hossless carriage 

thief  2  After a lengthy discussion about the evacuation problem 

and reasons why Arizona roads had such narrow shoulaers --and 

why they were elevated, we departed with the friendlies t (?) of 

feelings--they, going in one direction and we in the oth er. 

Their parting remark was that we should never, never ve er from 

the "straight and narrow path" as specifically stated o n our 

travel  permits'!!  Oh well, we had visited what had been imagined 

to be the highlight of the trip, even tho it turned out t o be 

al ost as interesting as the hole in the proverbial donut . I 

really don't want to belittle the "Grand Canyon" too mu ch —but 

actually, we went tearing along the rim quite a ways lo oking 
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vainly for those beautiful colors whic we had so fondly dreamed 

of seeing, anyway--it was a  T 70NDERF01 LUNCHJ J  About those 

travel permits, again--we were quite fortunate in Esde e since we 

had so little trouble in obtaining them. Yuri£ Em, Hank: and 

Yu.ji, using the same address, had to practically sign their 

lives away in getting those precious slips of paper. 

Let's get back on the main highway—--remember what the bi g, 

bad policeman said, dear??? Gad, it's so hot I vender who the 

h had imagination enough to call this God's Country: We ll, 

pampered  me  — I suppose I'd kick about anything—probably ought 

to be thankful that there wasn't even the slightest sign  of rain 

during the entire voyage. It's truly amazing how well the c ar 

rides and steers, trailer and al l—on smooth highways we h it as 

high as 65 or 70 altho there were other stretches, espec ially in 

certain parts of Arizona and New Mexico where the roads weren't 

what you v/ould call "highspeed". Let me ease your mind n ow and 

say that we didn't have the slightest bit of trouble as fa r as 

the car and trailer were concerned at any time while we we re on 

the road: those cans we brought along were just extra bagga ge. 

Ride, ride, ride, and ride some more—ray tail is beginnin g to 

feel like part of the car. Boy, we're getting out of the sta te 

of Arizona, and are we sorry?? New Mexico couldn't be much 

worse as states go. The scenery certainly transforms as we cross 

the border--the eastern part of Arizona is so flat a gop her-hole 

looks like a canyon and a mole-hill stands out like a moun tain? 

As we enter this, our third state, hills begin to for m—they »  re 

actually not hills but plateaus which have been worn dow n by the 

erosive action wind, sand, and—rain. As we travel in the low-
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lands we see the reddish, stratified walls of the canyo ns - -some -

what similar to the Grand Canyon but on a smaller scale. A t 

least we are spared the montony of the prairies.  It's  getting 

toward evening--still Monday —and at about 8:00  P.M.  we pull 

wearily into Gallup, New Mexico. -hat Log Cabin Inn look s like  x 

a pretty presentable place and  it's  approved by  AAA  if that means 

anything. Vie find out that it does--at this place at leas t. 

Gee, the rooms are really swell--sort of rugged looking,  but with 

all the comforts of home--and very reasonable,  too.  The two 

cabins y/e rented were steam-heated, too, and were we t hankful--

we're getting into the higher altitudes and it's pretty c hilly 

out.  This is mountain lion country, the natives say--but I 

haven't seen even a stray  cat.  Am I  f atigued--literally on my 

last  legs  — just  have enough energy to take a quick shower and 

jump into that soft  bed--not  even Henry's sonorous  melodies 

failed to  keep me  up  that  nightOObut more about this painful 

subject later. ?V goodness, is it nine A.M. already—I ju st  got 

in bed a few minutes ago.'! More gas, oil  and  water--we should do 

a little shopping, too. There's  even  a  hardware store  here, so 

we pick  up a tarpaulin to cover the  trailer--that make-shift 

stuff we'd been using is beginning to come  apart.  Amazingly 

enough we find one which fits like a zoot suit on a clot hes 

store dummy--let's leave Tajima out of this (he's always attempt-

ing to sing or while that tune). Goodbye Gallup--Albuqu erque 

here we  come.  we're crossing the Great Divide now--disillusioned 

again.' J The approach was gradual and the descent was no differ-

ent we fiid--there ' s a wee bit of snow scattered here and there, 

but no other indication that we're going over the backbone of 



the  country— elevation about 7500  feet,  in case  you're  inter-

ested.  The approach to .Albuquerque was interesting. The  country 

preceding it is gradually  rolling  terrain. We knew that we 

should be there in a matter of a few miles or so  tout  there*s no 

sign of civilization, but the straight highway ahead of  us.  In 

the distance we can see a snow covered range of mountain s--but 

where's that  city??  Ten more miles and still no sign —it 

couldn't have just got up and walked away  I  -as we come up to the 

top of the next wave in the terrain—lo and behold—below u s runs 

a low, flat  and wide,  sparesly vegetated valley, and plumb in 

front of  uSj  seemingly nested at the foot of the mountain range 

lies the city of .Albuquerque --about  the size of Pasadena. Noth-

ing,  for miles around—and this bit of civilization right i n the 

middle of  that—nothing!I  The great expanse of the valley makes 

distances of miles  seem  like a hundred feet—it tooks us  a  good 

15 minutes to go from the top of the valley down that straigh t 

gradually sloping highway into the outskirts of the  city,  and it 

really appeared as tho a  brikk  10 minute walk would do it. 

This is the largest burg we've hit yet since v/e left  Pasa-

dena and that isn't saying  much.  People still have cornstalks 

sticking out of their  ears.  The University of Kew Mexico is 

located here—ana it is a  bit unique.  The buildings are  con-

structed to look like big Indian mud houses with windo ws appro-

priately placed.  Gee,  BIG-  two-story  buildings,  tooi  They're 

not too offensive looking, but I didn't  like  the color scheme --

remember Stanford??  Nuf 1 said.'! 

7e stayed here most of the afternoon— ¿setting  the  car 

greased and having the short-wave removed from the  radio—mid-
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night of that same evenin Tuesday, March LI was the dead- line. 

V.e took a quick reconnoitre about the town and ate at a  drive-in 

a real indication of modern living for this burg--and de cided to 

get rolling again. '«inslow coming up--never heard of th is  jerk-

water town, and don't ever wish to again. .»e couldn't find a 

court in the place to stay--the first place where the people had 

a tendency to be a little stuffy. <Ve decided that feeling s on 

the subject were mutual and moved  on. It's  past midnight, now, 

and the country is really flattening out into good (?) o le Texas 

prairie. The only way that we knew we were actually in t he Lone 

Star ftate was that big signpost we just passed up stati ng the 

traffic regulations. The shoulders of the highway seem  a little 

wider too--they might as well  be.  There's plenty of room for 

expansion in this state. M i e s and miles of straight road --an 

S-curve under the railroad tracks and we're in  Amarillo, Texas--

about the size of Albuquerque  I'd  say offhand, ^gain, we have a 

little trouble finding a court--but this is a fair-sized j ernt 

and we hit a .place the second time. It's about four  A.M.  and I'm 

beginning to feel the way I did Monday nite in Gallup--extr emely 

pooped out.  As  we were hastily preparing  ±or  a good long snooze 

who should arrive but half the Amarillo police force--the y 

couldn't question us there at the court but insisted on s howing 

us tneir wonderful hoose-gow —we were too tired to resist. The 

grilling wasn't too bad tho--we just kept popping the answ ers 

back at them so fast, we had them dizzy. These Texans are a 

little handicapped when it canes to speaking to one with a for-

eign tongue of a Californian, say. Their drawl spread their  t&kk 

out so much that we can practically answer the questions be fore 
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the sentence is finished. They had their fun tho, but c ouldn't 

pin a thing on us--I was a bit exasperated as  £  flopped into bed 

that memorable Wednesday morning. You can bet your botto m 

dollar  1  spared no love for the Amarillo police department  fromsc 

that day hence and even forevermore —AMENJI 

Say, I did forget something between Albuquerque and Amar-

illo which, at the time, I thought  I'd  never forget. Just a 

word on the order of the cars on the trip to clarify exac tly what 

happened. -e decided at the start that the Stude-trailer c ombi-

nation would ride between Yuji and Hanlc's cars at all tim es since 

we expected the most trouble due to the big tail that ou r car was 

dragging. This touching little drama takes place some pla ce in 

eastern New Mexico about 20 or so miles out of a one-horse  town 

of Santa Rosa--time, oh about 10  P.M.,  say —we were rolling 

peacefully down the highway toward 'i'ucumcari, about the lust Hew 

Mexican villa we passed before -exas, Yuri was driving Yuji' s 

car ahead of us; Ryo was propelling the Stude--the navigator--

that's me, was QUIETLY snoozing; and Ken.ji ,  with Em and Eank 

alongside, was piloting the Caboose V-8. If our three cars had 

been hitched together like a freight train, everything w ould have 

been ducky--but it seemed the navigator of the caboos e, introdu-

cing this amazing personality—Mr. Henry "Newton" "SPEE D-demon" 

Nagamatsu—was. reeling either impatient or a little high --

probably from smelling the TWO corks from Tajima's "snort 1' 

bottles. Whatever the cause the effect was, to say the le ast, 
exact 

very disconcerting*  I  Remember, I don't know the details of 

these intricate manuevers which Kank devised, but th ey sure 

caused havoc to our "well-laid" plans--I was playing ar ound in 



'Dreamville  "  at the time. Pleas  t-  don't insist on the name of the 

babel  The way we reconstructed this hideous crime after we 

reached Tucumcari, this is how it  happened  A greyhound bus 

passed the "caboose  '  and settled cozily behind the Stude  •  >»e 

were creeping along at about 35 at the tine—Yuri, you'll r emem-

ber,  was setting the pace, but you can't blame her for loafing 

since we were on a two-lane highway with rough shoulders a nd 

there must have been several cars with blinding lights trav el-

ling in the opposite direction. The Greyhound finally fou nd a 

clear stretch to pass Ryo and Yuri, both. The "caboose'' al so 

decided to be very INDEPENDENT and follow the public veh icle  in-

stead of "staying on the track:", without even a bee-e-e-p o f 

the horn or a flickering of the lights to inform Ryo and Yuri of 

its intentions, the wandering "Caboose' 1 just kept right on going 

just to check up to see whether the Greyhound Go. was keeping the 

busses on schedule! J Ryo looks back a few seconds later £o see 

whether the rear car is trailing--and as any Tool can plai nly 

see--there just wurent nothin'  thar'.'J  v'hoa, says Ryo, and flags 

Yuri to a stop to wait for the '"'lagging" car. ¿fter about a h alf 

hour we begin to get worried, so Yuji--he ?;as also aslee p before 

we stopped--decides to go back and look for them, while we 

(Stude) parked to ./ait for the both of  them.  A few minutes gone 

and---  what the H  I.'.'  Isn't that car coming in the opposite 

direction the "misguided caboose"??? Well, you mugs bette r 

trail back and look Tor Yuji--who's looking for you. You o ught 

to be able to maive a good job of it since you're booth looki ng 

for each other gr-r-r-r-, YEA GODS AND LITTLE CATFISH] I  15 

minutes, 50, 45, one hour  --  ON HOUR ^ND A HALT  11  Gad, they 



both went all the way back to ^anta iiose before the touchin g 

reunion- -yah, I'd  like to have ''touched somebody off with a 

brick' that evening! I 

Where was  i, now',  before i got all wound up on that bit of 

meller-DRAMA; oh yes, deah ole' "fr  9 i  AmarilloII  to slept 

into the late afternoon—got cleaned  up—even  Tajiia.  he was a 

bit exasperated tho and here Ts why.  The  two rooms we rented 

were adjoining with a two by four combination shower, can a nd 

wash bowl. Of course, only one customer at a time—Tajima s ays 

it got monotonous --as  he waited and waited  he Ts hear the shcwer 

turn  on,  the can flush, then the brisk brushing of teeth--after 

he had heard this routine afour four times he had worked himse lf 

into such a lather--he could have just taken out sis razor and 

shaved—or slit somebody else's throat  in  the process  IJ 

We sat around in the cabins thru the evening making plans 

and reorienting  ourselves--also, wrote  more postcards and 

letters. 7e decided to start out again about midnight so tha t 

-~3 f d be pulling  into  Burp- -I  mean—Burkhurnett  about  ' in  the 

morning.  It's a clear night and  we're  making pretty good  time. 

Here's  that junction  up  ahead where we cut off of  § 66 and head 

due  east for our permit destination--only 35 more miles and 

we're  there and it's only about  three. ^e'a  better park off the 

road for a spell and a catnap a couple of hours--it's pret ty cool 

but not biting.  7:30  and we're off again--wonder what the place 

is going  to  look like /hoops,  we  almost passed thru it 

without seeing  it.  Here's Main  bt.  The house is supposed to be 

on the outskirts of the city (?) limits. ./hat's that littl e 

thing on that node about 50 feet off the highway— 15 if  a 



-  3  <f  -

chicken-coop or a  tool  shed?? Naw, that  couldn't  be the  place. 

Let's  find old nan Hill on Glendale  St.—that's  easy. They »re 

pretty nioe, well-meaning people. 'The old man describes th e 

location--I  guess that wasn't a checken-ooop we saw after  all. 

He and we go straggling back to the HOUSE'on top of the node. 

The ole man starts tearing off the corrugated sheet metal off 

the cioor and windows while  we  start tearing out  hair—figura-

tively speaking, of course. Hank and Sm tear off in another 

direction to find another house 'cause it's a little windy to day 

and the poor bitty shack might not be able to stand the draft. 

Ah well, the address will hold up anyway. 

We'  re  beginning to have visitors —  it's  the city manager 

he probably loads all day; there couldn't be anything  t o  do in 

this peterea-out oil-well burg. He says all the natives are 

fractically calling up the city (?) hall and blubbering in t he 

mouth about an invasion, and that the Oity Council is holdi ng a 

special session to figure out what they could do with  us. We're 

causing more excitement here than anything since  F.O.E.  was 

elected  in the Dark  iiges.  Ah-h-h,  our visitors are beginning to 

look more official—Army officers no doubt. It seems ther e's a 

large Army training center hereabouts and  we've  practically hit 

a hornet's nest. Lt .  Van  Alen, Ass't.  Provost &arhhal, (he 

seems like a good egg) and  Go.  wants Yuji ,  Han, and I to go with 

him as.representatives of the group to Sheppard ¿'ield for a 

check-up; we  go.  .7e speak to Lt. Patterson of  £¡-2  (Intelligence) 

about,  our situation and show him our credentials', letters of  re-

commendation, draft registration ccrds,  etc.  He seems somewhat 

impressed, and becomes more i'ttandly--Lt .  Van «1 en is really 



tops--the ¿rmy should have more like him, and they probabl y do. 

He invites us, since it's just about lunoh time, over to the 

mess-hall to partake of Army vittles—starch, starch, an d more 

starch with some coffee and soup to wash it down with but it 

really wasn't too bad — t h e meat in Texas is usually much super-

ior to that in California—this time we had spare ribs. A fter-

lunch we go back to Van lien's office and talk some more— we tell 

him that we'd much, much rather live in tfiohita Falls than 

weather the wind, sand and natives on the outskirts of Bu rkbur-

nett. He thinks it would be o.k. if we moved to an au to court 

in "ichita ¿'alls--in fact he recommends  a  couple of them to  us  — 

so that evening, Thursday,  we  move to the Motor Inn, which has 

good serveice--even a telephone for each room—and  a  large over-

head fan for ventilation. Speaking of the fan and its cha racter-

istic noises reminds me rathe- painfully of Henry and his pe-

culiar thunder-machine--speaking in particular of his n asal 

passage and its diverse parts as they vibrate at resonan t fre-

quencies during certain hours of the late evening and m orning, 

namely when he is asleep. Last night, Tajima was compla ining 

that the particular frequency to which Henry had tuned his 

adenoids was exactly the resonant frequency of his (the  first 

party's) intestines--the vibrations tickled his tummy so m uch he 

couldn't sleep. Well, it seemed neither of us would be ab le to 

make the slumberland express that night, but fortunate ly Ha ik 

turned over in his sleep and also changed frequencies, so t hat 

Tajiroa's intestines got a rest—but then Yuji got the gig gles 

and he couldn*t sleep for a while anyway. Snoring must b e con-

tagious—last night, Kenii caught it too, and me trying to sleep 



between 'era. Oh, well, good practice, I say—I mav have to t ake 

part in this conflict actively someday and 1*11 be at i n a d d 

good shape to sleep thru the hoisiest bomb barrage. 

We weren*t thru with the Army the first day--they got ar ound 

to us again a couple of days later.  -e  all went over to Sheppard 

Field, and we gave them the works, or vice versa—fingerpri nts, 

full-face and profile photos, and all the rest of the info rma-

tion that they wanted. Then, we saw a Mr. Bailey of the F.B. I, 

in order to straighten out our residence business, and also to 

find out about restrictions concerning further travell ing. All 

the authorities were very helpful and sympathetic about th e 

entire matter. 

A few d ys after we had moved into ichita Falls, some of 

us went back to Burkburnett to pick up the mail. At the corner 

drug store there we got some inside dope on the stories w hich 

were circulating around after the "foreigners  '  invaded the town. 

The number of  M inv-ders" skyrocketeo from the actual 8 to 108 in 

one day. Stocks and bonds on a war boom had nothing on usi 

Most of the natives with whome we've come in contact have 

been exceptionally friendly—altho pessimistic Tajima says that 

such will be the status quo only as long as we have the  lucre  — 

I*m afraid he's right to a great extent tho. './hen we wa lk into 

a store we spend half of the time talking to the salespeop le 

about everything but the merchandise--what are we doing in 

Wichit a  Falls; are we going to stay and for how lon^; where are 

we going if we don*t stay here???? I think 1*11 make a rec ord 

of the answers—I'm getting tongue-tied saying the same t hing 

over and over again—aw quit cheering!.' 
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Say, I haven't said anything" about the weather, and me a 

Californian—this stuff is over 24 hours old so I won't be dis-

tributing any defense secrets, eh? ^bout 5 days ago the hee vens 

opened up--it rained, but verily, it po-u-u-u-u-red, end the 

wind« blew and puffed, and it thundered (an act of God in try ing 

to drown out Hank, no doubt) and Vulcan threw lightning rods all 

over the place. 'That we see in ¿an ^iego is a light mist com -

pared to this. Hank, Yuji and I went down to Dallas and Fort 

Worth, about 145 miles from here, one day during the lat ter part 

of the week—the rains were just letting up, then, but still 

plenty wet all over. The rivers were running high and in a 

couple of places the highway was inundated--and I really mean 

under water. We actually wanted to get to Dallas first and tak e 

Fort Worth on the way back--so what do we do? Yes, we try a 

short-cut. In Denton, about 35 miles from Dallas we pick up a 

soldier boy from -ort Jackson, Mississippi who had come ho me to 

see his girl friend—the southern lingo which folks speak in 

these hyar parts if really fascinating. Anyway, a few mil es out 

of Denton we find ourselves at a dead-end in the highway— well, 

not quite but it mi>;ht as well have been,  m  unusually small 

stream, Hickory Creek had gotten a little rambunctious an d de-

cided to roll over the highway instead of going under anice 

little bridge which the GREAT state of TEXAS had built espec ially 

for it. Back we go to Benton and wa-r-a-a-a-y around—losing 

about 60 miles and an hour and a half of our most precious tim e. 

It was just about noon when we shizzed into the City of the 

Churches (according to Tajima). Dallas does have a millio n 

churches, well, quite a few anyway, 'xhe Methodists seem to run 



the state --they  have the most money or elxse they have SOUTHING 

on the  big -money  boys. Oh,  you want to know why  we're  in  Dallas. 

The head office of the district  ¿'.B.I.  is here and this is where 

the biggies of the  U.S.  attorney's office hand out those precious 

traveling permits for aliens. You see, in about a week or so , 

Yuji and I and possibly Hank are planning an extended tour of 

the midwestern universities to inquire about the variou s possi-

bilities—and  poor little Ajax  can't  make a move without the 

government stamp of approval. W e went to the Attorney's office 

and Tajima filled out the required applications--! recei ved a 

set for  xsxtx  mom too, to be used when we have a more permanent 

place to  go.  After business comes  pleasure— so we decide to look 

this town  over.  Dallas is a fair-sized metropolis—about  350,000 

in this  srea. 2?he  business district is similar to Frisco without 

the  hills— and of course, the  piers.  The highest building  is 

about 40 stories high—quite a few high structures in th is  city. 

Somebody in this town is sure optimistic or he has plent y or that 

green stuff which  ain't  grass and it ain't  hay!'  They're putting 

up a large 30 story mercantile building  here.  The babes here are 

pretty easy on the eyes too. I was beginning to think th e only 

livestock people raised in xexas were COWS, I mean,  steers:  7e 

visited a couple of book stores in Dallas  too.  You've probably 

heard of  'Valor  of Ignorance" and "Days of the Saxon" by Homer 

Lea by now. Glare Boothe in a recent  Sat. Eve.  Post article dug 

him up from the depths of oblivion. He'll undoubtedly b e a best 

seller in short order, "e found "Days of the Sexon" but they'd 

run  out or his first book—Harper &  Bros,  are publishing copies 

now with  u lare Boothe 's  introduction. It never fails—every time 



we wander into bookstore, we stagger out loaded down,with h alf 

of the stock. Yuji and Hank came out with a couple of other 

non-fictions--one on "Axis Grand Strategy" and also the latest 

of de Exupery of "Wind, ¿¿and and Stars" fame. '»»e left Dal las 

before our meger rolls got any smaller and headed for x<ort 

Worth. It's about half the size of Dallas--say, comparable to 

San Diego in population. The size of the buildings are nothin g 

short of amazing for a fairly small  city.  Their depot building 

covers an entire block and rises about 15 stories above the 

street. We accidentally stumbled onto a cozy and somewhat m usty 

used book shoppe there—but we fooled  'em.  We read their books 

but  diem** put down a red cent.  -e found  as  cute little edition 

there called "Anecdotes Americana" or something very s imilar— 

anyway, the contents were the important thing. One that  I  re-

member: "There was an old woman who lived in a shoe; she ha d so 

many children she didn't know what to do". MOTHER G-OOSE RH YME 

£263746:3. "There was an old woman who lived in a shoe; she 

DIDN'T have any children; she KNET WHAT to do!" MOTHER GO OSE 

RHYME, REVISED. 

We got back to Wichita Falls without any mishaps--the de-

luge had passed. 

I'm running out of ideas for the present—and besides I 

rented this typewriter, jointly with the other kids and I've  been 

on this epic on and off for the last two days--the chille d 

stares they're giving me speels trouble, so maybe I'd bette r quit 

until another day--and more ideas. 

FINIS 
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Doris' story continues: 

"I wasn't in any mood to treat the evacuation as such a gay 

edventure as my sister and her friends did. It was much more ser-

ious to me and I didn't see anything funny about it. I was in low 

spirits during all this time. I wasn't against this country at 

all, but 1 felt that some great mistake was being made. It wa s so 

wrong for them to take my mother away. They had no right to pu t us 

in a camp but I felt that 1 had to make the best of it® I became 

convinced that America was not a democracy for doing such a dirty 

tfrick and it never will be. In spite of that, I never would w ant 

to be sent to Japan as I know that this is my country and my ideas 

would be different from the people of Jap£E. 

"Even though I had been brought up here, I know that I really 

never will be one of the majority. There will always be some  dis-

crimination and suspicion against us. -I felt more like a person 

without a country, -f-'m an American but not one of them. Th ere was 

too much discrimination and I couldn't see how it could be ove rcome. 
-•s 

My ideas have changed since then and I'm not^bitter abou t it all, 

"I still don't think that it was Japan's fault for bombing 

Pearl Harbor. It's not because I am a Japanese that I am sayi ng 

this either. Since I am discriminated against so much, I can 't 

call America ray America because it isn't,  fifc^dt  I oan't call Japan 

my own either. The way I saw it, Japan had to act or be stran geId 

out completely by  America  and England. I felt sure that America 

was forcing Japan to take thisstep. This stuff about stab in the 

back is a lot of baloney and Ĵ earl Harbor will go down in hist ory 

as one of the greatest military feats of all time, 

"It is purely a race war. The ^apanese in California have 
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always been discriminated against because the white people never 

wanted them. The Japanese were too aggressive and they w ere get-

ting a good places for themselves. A lot of hakujln in Califor nia 

didn't want to give us a chance to get ahead. We are a people who 

are ambitious and we are clean and conscientious workers. W e 

started from the bottom and we can't ever be kept down, not e ven 

now, you wait and see. It was the people of California that I 

really blame for this evacuation and not the Array at all. I am 

just a nisei and I do feel that I am patriotic to thiss count ry as 

I never would raise a finger to do any detrimental to it. Eve ryone 

has a right to his opinion and this is the way I feel about i t. 

"If you look back into the history ©f this country you will 

find that Ameri 

ca has exploited China and England has made the peo-

ple of India suffer because of greed. That's why America and 

England could not say so much about Japan going into China a s Japan 

has just as much right to do the same thing as American and E ngland 

did. Who are we to judge anyway? War is a tragic and unncessa ry 

thing and it is pathetic because we in the United States co uld have 

kept from war but we stuck our foot right out and forced it upo n 

ourselves. The United States could have sat down at a table and 

talked it over peacefully with Japan if we have been willi ng to 

make a few concessions. But there were too many greedy peopl e in 

the United States and they were after personal profits. 

"At the time before evacuation I hoped that Japan would beat 

the devti out of the United States and teach us a lesson. I a lso 

knew it would be harder on us and I would be hurt if the Un ited 

Stated did take a beating. I knew that if Japan ever beat the 

United States the Japanese would spit on us nisei but I fei drthat 
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the United States needed a lesson taught to it instead of si tting 

so high and judging all the other nations. 

"We had to evacuate on May 12 and I was really in a bad mood. 

We got up at 5 in the morning. A hakujin neighbor woman brou ght 

us some food and she asked if she could help us in anj? other way. 

She drove me to the station to get on the train. One of the ha ku-

jin churches was serving coffee and doughnuts to all of the p eople. 

We were one of the first groups to leave Pasadena so that all of 

the Japanese in twwn came to say good-bye. As we got on the t rain 

none of us were sure where we were going. Gradually the rumor went 

around that we were headed for Tulare. I was so sad but I couldn *t 

ea cpjr about it when I realized that we were not wanted the re any 

more, it was so sad to leave there though, but I also felt t hat it 

might be a new adventure. Everyone waved good-bye to us as we 

pulled out of the station. I teas in a car that had all fellows in 

it and they played cards all the way up. We had a lot of fun all 

the way up when we got used to it. 

"itwas evening when we got to Tulare. As we got off the tra in 

I saw a lot of soldiers with bayonets pointed at us. They had  very 

determined faces and they were ready to shoot us if we tried to 

escape, i didd't feel like a prisoner then because it struck m e 

as being funny that grown-up soldiers were so afraid of a lot o f 

old people and children. I just didn't give a darn about anything. 

It was no use anyhow. I justtrampled by and smiled at th e soldiers 

but they were itching to pull the trigger and they just looked at 

us with grim faces. 

"When we got into the gate, all of the Japanese who had 

arrived there before us were waiting inside the gate. The y made 



oomments telling us why we did not go back to California where  we 

came from. I resented about this a lot and I felt hostile righ t 

away but after I got into camp I found that most of the Japan ese 

were good to us and they helped us to get settled down. I didn 't 

expect this at all. They were all curious about where we were from 

and where our parents were since my folks did not come with the 

rest of the family. 

"Our stable was very disappointing. There was only one ligh t 

in the ceiling and two windows in the five-beamed room. I th ought 

that I would have to stay there for 8 or 10 years and I didn't s ee 

how I could stand it. Our barracks were practically empty—t here 

were only 9 of us in that one roomJ Bugs were crawling all ar ound 

the place and I knew that we would be living a quite differen t life 

from before. We immediately partitioned the room up and the n we 

all went to sleep because we were all so tired from the trip. 

nWhen the mess hall bell clanged the next morning, I realiz ed 

that my life would have to be lived on a clock. I forced mys elf to 

put my foot down and do as the rest of the people did. That first 

breakfast was good as I had a crazy dream the night before th at we 

were going to get starved there. I had lost a lot of weigh t with 

all the worry about the evacuation and I hadn't realized ho w auto-

matically I had been eating up to the day when we got to camp. 

w%turally I was curious about where my boy friend was so I 

tramped all over camp looking for him the first day.  After  we 

found each other, my morale picked up a little bit. Then my family 

had to move to another barrack after the first day so we had to go 

all though that business of getting settled once more. 

"We all pitched in to fix the apartment up. It was sort of 
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fun in a way to bei living such a limited and simple life, but I 

suppose my frame of mind was not so good. I didn't know exactly 

what was botliering me, but I was resentful of everything.  My 

morale was low, but I didn't realize this. I was in a mood of re -

bellion and confusion at the same time and I didn't know who o r 

what to blame for the situation I was in. I suppose a lot of the 

other nisei were in the same fix. However, it was no use si tting 

around and doing nothing at all so I began to look around for a 

job. I didn't want to be loafing around camp doing nothing fo r 

years and years. Everybody else was working and I wanted a job too 

so I could get my mind off things. 

"I wanted to get into the nursery to take care of the childre n 

as there were so many cute Japanese kids around. I went to th e 

employment office and got an interview. I was offered a job a s an 

assistant teacher in the nursery so I started to work right aw ay. 

I enjoyed this work greatly but it got, boresome after a wh ile. 

That was because the work was only a diversion and it did not keep 

my mind fully occupied. I also found out that some of my supp osed 

friends werenot real friends at all. C amp life brought that out. 

They were insincere to me and as I lived tc©intimately wi th them, 

I could see Tight through this artificiality. I had alway s been 

happy-go-lucky before and I always felt that if I smiled a t anyone 

and they smiled back, they were friends. When I found out t hat the 

nisei were insincere, I began to throw off the group and it was n't 

the wame as before. 

"I put my energies into other things. I started to take first 

aid and ballet lessons. I even took a book-keeping class just to 

keep occupied. Gradually I loos-ned up and I joined the choi r and 



I played on one of the basketball teems. I also was in one of the 

dramatic groups which did skits for the talent show. I had t he 

most fun playing on the swings with the little kids though. Th ey© 

were two small foot pools for the children but I used to go at noon 

with another girl just to puddle around and think of my Montan a 

swimming days. I spent a lot of time at home sewing, but I didn 't 

write many letters as I was not in the mood. I didn't go to the 

dances at all as I was in such a bad mood that I broke up with my 

boy friend. He was too young for me anyway. It was a very pea ce-

ful break-up and it didn't bother me too much. I found that ma ny 

nisei fellows were changing in their thoughts regarding g irls as 

they had nothing elsse to do. I wasn't in any mood to meet n ew 

fellows and I didn f t even care to go to parties. 

"X went around with girls mostly and I suppose it was foolish 

for me to break tfff from all male contacts. I guess I sort of 

blamed the fellows for things that bothered me. One of my be st re-

laxations was to listen to symphony records and sî > on ice w ater. 

We would all dress up for these events just to make tbeliev e that 

it was all the same as on the outside. I didn't go in much for 

church work altho I did attend Sunday School just to sing t he songs. 

I wasn't looking for the spiritual guidance at all. I just f elt 

good to sing any old song as this took my life off of the d aily 

camp living. 

"I didn't have any contacts with the administration, but I 

thought that they were doing the best they could. The outside 

world felt so far away and remote from me and it appeared to be so 

much out of reach. Strangely enough, I didn't long for it as it 

was no use of even thinking of it. I didn't mind the people i n 
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camp at all as they were all differint and this was an experie nce. 

I thought that they were quite human. The only disappointem ent was 

that all the girls were boy crazy and I felt sort of left out of a 

lot of things. I always covered up by doing other activitie s and 

I convinced myself that I did not care at all. 

"The longer I stayed in camp the less I thought about the war . 

I became less bitter and I didn't think that the nisei fellow s 

would ever be put into the Army. I believed that this countr y was 

losing by doing such a thing as this, but it was their own fault 

because they didn't trust us. I began to think of getting out of 

camp quite early but I had no definite plans. Around June, 194 2, 

T had written to my young sister in Montana and asked her if I 

couldn't go to her farm to help out. ST felt that I had a chance 

as my brother had been the first one to go out of Tulare for sc hool 

in the midwest. My young sister wrote back and said that I c ould 

come out and work so I went to ask the administration about i t^ 

Nothing ever came of this so I just let it go in the rush of ot her 

things. 

"My mother was still interned and I felt that I should stay 

with the kids until she returned. I wasn't too worried abou t her 

because I didn't think.any soldiers would be mean enough to t reat 

her in a bad way. We tried to get her out many times in order to 

join us in the assembly center, but it did look hopeless. I felt 

that if I could get out of the center, I could send the famil y 

things that they needed. I couldn't see of what value I woul d be 

to the family by remaining in cemp. I thought I could do the farm 

work out in Montana and I was beginning to feel that I would rather 

do that than remain in the center indefinitely. 
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n I was anxious to go to Montana as I felt that the people up 

there were not  me  em like those in California, -My sister's footer 

parents had lost their business and they were over 70 so that it 

really would have been a God-sent for them to be evacuated. T hat*s 

the trouble. They evacuated the people who could have gotte n along 

on the outside and lefts out a lot of people who would have be en 

better in c a m p ^ 

the^re an time mother finally rejoined the family at the 

end of July. By that time I was working in the canteen but I 

didn f t have much interest in this job. Finally at the end of Aug-

ust we went to Manaanar to join our father. My older brothe r and 

his wife and her folks went on to Gila. We went down to join my 

father. the way from San Fernando to Manzanar, which was abo ut 

150 miles, there was no room for us to sit on the bus so we had t o 

stand up in the aisle. The other people in the bus all looke d at 

us and it was the first time I had an opportunity to go out and 

buy cokes, hamburgers and ice cream. This made the trip mu ch more 

pleasant, 

"AS we got near Manzanar we saw the beautiful mountains, but 

the camp was so dull and monotonous. It was a sad and happy f eel-

ing I had when I got in there. Inside there was a lot of activi ty 

going on and I soon discovered that the Japanese people we re doing 

a lot of constructive things. A lot of culture was coming ou t of 

the people and it could be seen in the art show and other even ts 

like that. The  J apanese people just have them in them and nothing 

can destroy it. Any other people would have cracked up if they  had 

been evacuated. 

«The first place I went to in Manzanar was the hospital in 
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order to visit a sick friend. Then  I  went to  a  moonlight symphony 

the second night. It was really beautiful,  but  I didn't like Man- 

zanar in the daylight as it was a very drab place and  I  didn't 

have  any  close friends there. The other people had already been 

there for 9 months and  I  was  a  stranger. 

"After I  got used to the place a little bit I went out looking 

for a job.  I  was interviewed for a job in the warehouse and I was 

given a position  to  do all of the office work in the property con-

trol department. There wasn't much work to do so I just sat a round 

and knitting. What  a  very dull life I had there  I  I  only  belonged 

to  one club but  I  couldn't  get  myself to be very active.  I  went 

to some of the other club meetings but I just couldn't forc e myself 

to lose my existence in  the tjrpe  of things all the nisei were in-
gle e 

terested in. I joined the  gsli  club and went out for basketball 

to  fill in the time. 

["I  was only in Manzanar less than  3 and  a half months as I re-

settled on December  10,  1942.  I  was in that camp  at  the  time they 

had the big riot,J We were all set to go to a basketball game when 

all of a sudden  I  saw a big crowd of fellows who were surging  to-

ward the administration building. They were yelling  that  Fred 

Tayama of our block had been beaten up and taken  to  the hospital. 

Fred  Tayam*  deserved  to  be beaten up  as  he was sticking his nose 

into other people's business. He had gone to Salt Lake  City for 

the JACL  and  I  felt that he had no right  to  go as the people did 

not want him as their representative. He was beaten up becau se  of 

something he said about the nisei draft.  I  didn't know what it  was 

really  all about until afterwards. 

»It seems that Fred  Tayama  identified  one  of  his assailants, 
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but it appeared to the people that he was only doing it out  of re-

venge. The fellow he identified had been a competitor at th e start 

of Manzanar when they both tried to run the camp. The peopl e all 

felt that Fred Tayama was only doing the accusation now to g et 

even. That's why all of this man's friends got together and th ey 

got very stirred up and demanded an immediate release. 

"I ran over to see what was going on with another girl and we 

were the only girls there. There was a bunch of kibei all arou nd 

but I didn*t know what they were saying because they were all 

speaking in Nihongo. They surrounded the jail and the M.P. we re 

lined up in front of the jail with their guns pointing at the 

people. They were just itbhjng to shoot if orders were gi ven. 

Some of the M.P. were young boys and they were shaking in t heir 

Army boots. The people just stood there taunting the soldie rs and 

this made the soldiers sore. 

"As evening drew on everybody eventually went home, b ut that 

night I was playing cards at home when I heard a lot of noise out-

side and all the dinner gongs were going. Each block was calli ng 

all of the people out for a meeting. At our block meeting i t was 

explained that the hakujin soldiers had shot some of the peo ple and 

if that was the way we were going to be treated, we would go out to 

fight them. The block leaders asked for volunteers to carry k nives 

and stones to fight the hakujin soldiers. The nisei were  not will-

ing to do this but a lot of kibei and issei got excited and they 

wanted to march out right away and kill some of the soldiers. 

"There was a commotion going on all night long and the ambu -

lance kept going up and down camp all the time, i'hen the mob 

started to go after the nisei who were the real pro-American ones 
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and the administration had to help hide them from the mad m ob. 

Earlier that evening my mother was putting on a YWCA benef it show 

and I was going to it when I saw a fellow pushing another Ja panese 

fellow around. A n  0 f a sudden this fellow got cracked on the head 

by a 2- by 4. The gang then began to hit and kick him until he 

fell to the ground. The fellow kept asking for mercy but t he mob 

just kept kicking him and calling him an inu. The fellows wh o 

tried to protect him couldn't do a thing until the ambulance came 

to take the fellow away. By this time he was bleeding all ove r and 

unconscious. I think the mob would have killed him right then and 

there is the ambiuiance did not come. 
mart ial 

"The next day Marsfcsi law was declared and we coulddn't g o out 

of our block. The soldiers went around in jeeps and they a ll had 

machine guns. They didn't even talk to us even though I hey  had 

been friendly before. I believe that there was some just ification 

for the riot. There was a lot of graft going on and some of the 

administration people were stealing things from the peo ple. I 

heard that ?red Tayama was in on that and that was one of the main 

reasons why he was beaten up. After the riot got going, the pro-

Japan element entered in and the administration blamed that f or 

everything. But I noticed that Fred Tayama had his apartmen t all 

fixed up nice and he had a lot of things that the other people 

could not get. That's why he was mistrusted and disliked b y every-

one. They went after some of the other pro-American nisei t oo 

after they got started. They went after Togo Tanaka just bec ause 

he was a newspaper writer and he didn't know any better. T he Ig-

norant people went after him just because he was pro-Ameri ca. 

"But to this day, the whole truth of that Manzanar riot has 
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been suppressed. The  J apanese people in camp just took and took 

everything, but there had to come a time when the whole t hing ex-

ploded and the administration people was at fault for some of it. 

left camp 3 days after the riot and the administration didn 't 

want us to go out at first because of the disturbance. 

"X was pretty desperate to get out as I had been thinking of 

resettlement for over 6 months, '¿here wasn't any real re ason why 

I should not be allowed to go. I didn't have any real reason f or 

wanting to resettle except that I didn't like camp life. I ha d no 

plans for the future except to go out and see my sister in Monta na 

and then go on to Chicago for a Job. The camp life was monot onous 

and my ego got the best of me» I was so disappointed with my 

friends at Tuiare that I wanted to show them that I could be a mong 

the first to get out of camp. My mother did not care at all if I 

went as she thought that I could care of myself. I had a vag ue 

idea that I would eventually go work in a home and then go to s chool 

after that. My other sister was in Chicago already and I w as just 

going to stay in Montana for a short visit. My older sister t hought 

it would be a waste of money and time to go there but I had my m ind 

made up. 

"I didn't have any friends on the outside but the chief 

attraction was seeing my kid sister that I hadn't seenfor a bout 10 

years. It waji/the attraction of shows, dances  of  anything like 

that. I didn't have an definite incentive for leaving until m y 

older sister called me out. She said there were plenty of jo bs in 

Chicago and I could eat good food on the outside and have m y free-

dom besides. I wasn't nervous at all about coming aout altho I 

heard stories that the people of Great Falls, Montana were getting 

not 
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hostile toward the Japanese. 

n I left camp with 17 other people. They were going all over 

the country and they all had definite job offers. I even ha d a job 

waiting for me as my sister had arranged for it. I finally got m y 

indefinite leave permit so I finally left Manzanar on Dec. 1 0, 1942. 

I didn't have any worries on my mind. A n  0 f the other girls were 

crying but I felt that there was nothing to cry about as they c ould 

go out and send things back to their families in camp. That camp 

was so dead that I certainly was glad to leave. That permi t allow-

ing me to travel was the open gate out of a prison and I left 

without one single regret altho it was a little difficult to part 

from my family." 
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WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY 
Office of Assistant Chief of Staff, Civil Affairs Divisi on 

WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION 
1231 Market Street 

San Francisco, California 
Telephone KLondike 2-2611 

Nov.  85, 1942 

TO ALL PEACE OFFICERS AND 
ALL OTHER PERSONS CONCERNED: 

1.  The bearer of this travel permit is DOROTHY SACHIKO 
IKEDA,  a person of Japanese  ancestry. 

2.  The bearer is presently in the custod}/" of .Var Reloca-
tion Authority at the Manzanar Relocation Project, Ianzan ar , 
California. 

3.  War Relocation  Authority  is about to release the bearer 
from said Relocation Project to travel to and reside in Chicago, 
Illinois, and has requested this  office  to issue a permit 
authorizing the  bearer's  travel through Military Area  No.  1 
and/or that portion of Military Area No.  2,  lying within the 
boundaries of the State of  California. 

4. The  bearer  is authorized  to travel  from  said Relocation 
Project to the nearest point outside the boundaries of Military 
iirea  No. 1  and that portion of Military Area  No. 2,  lying within 
the boundaries of the ¿tate of California by the most  direct 
route available without any stopovers except those nec essitated 
by carrier schedules. 

5. Travel  hereunder will commence on or before December 
15, 1942,  and all  travel  hereunder shall be accomplished between 
the hours of  6:00 A.",  and  8:00 P.M.,  in the company of a 
Caucasian escort appointed by  W.R.A. 

6.  Immediately upon the bearer's  arrival  at Chicago, 
Illinois, this permit must be returned to this office by ma il 
for cancellation. 

7.  The  terms  of this permit will be  strictly  construed and 
any violation thereof shall subject the bearer to arrest and 
prosecution under Public Law  No. 503,  77th Congress. 

ENDORSEMENT:  For the Assistant Chief of  Staff, C.A.D. 
/s/  Ray Ashworth 

The above  named  person  is  Major,  A.U.S. 
hereby permitted to  leave  Chief of Regulatory  Sect. 
Manzanar  Dec. 11, 1942,  between 
hours of  6:00 A.M.  &  8:00 P.M. 

/s/  Ralph  P. Merritt 
Project Director 
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"¿fter getting to Montana, I found that after 9 years Hav re 

was pretty much the same as when I left it. The town was begin ning 

to look more run down but everything else was pretty much the same. 

One of the interesting and exciting experiences which made m e cry-

was when a waitress at a drug store asked me if I remembered h er. 

She had been ±a my friend in grammar school. I didn't recogn ize 

her at first. We just sat and talked for about an hour. It ma de 

me feel good Just to have her femember me. 1 found out that on e of 

my other girl friends had died and a few had left town fo r other 

parts. The church people in town also remembered me and I wa s wel-

comed back to church. All of the people seemed very friendly and 

X was glad I was getting out of camp to go back into a more normal 

atmosphere. I had a good reunion with my young sister and t hat 

made my visit worthwhile. 

"Lillian was only 16a and I hadn't seen her since she was a 

very young girl. Her foster parents received me gladly. At first 

my sister and I didn't know what to say to each other. Lillian 

didn't know how to greet me as the Japanese don't show much aff ect-

ion. She was so tall and different from what I had expected. S he 

was still going to her school classes so I stayed at her home a nd 

talked with her mother during the day. Lillian's parents w ere very 

much interested in what I thought of the war. It hurt them to h ear 

all of the^r children talk against Japan and for America so much. 

They were quite pleased because I saw their point of view and  I 

said that it was not all Japan's fault in the war. 

"The 6ntft*ers said that Lillian was so pro-America and t hat she 

believed America eould never do anything wrong. Lillian's  attitude 

was that she couldn't stand any of the Japanese things. <̂ Al l her 
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wanted was for Lillian to see both sides of the question.? ill of 

the nisei in Havre were very pro-America in their attitudes a nd 

they would not stand anything said against the United State s. Not 

one of the nisei there could speak Japanese very well. Man y of 

them had arguments with their parents Just like in camp. 

"Lillian's parents were getting old and they were sorry tha t 

they h&d lost all of their money as they could not give Lill ian all 

of the things she needed. 1 felt badly about that but I coul dn't 

do too much. I just took Lillian downtown and bought her a coat, 

skirt and mittens and that was the reason why I landed in Chica go 

with only #2 in my purse. 1 think that I hurt her mother's feeli ngs 

by buying these things. They felt hurt because a blood relat ive 

was able to buy more than they could afford. They really loved 

Gillian and I was happy to know that she was getting along. 

"Lillian had all Caucasian friends up there so I went around 

with her and i was introduced as her sister. We were invited to 

dinners and we went to movies together with some of her frie nds. 

I didn't have enough money to go bowling after I had bought h er the 

clothes so we just went to watch. I stayed in Montana for 2 we eks 

and then I left for Chieago after having Xrnas dinner wi th my sister 

and her family. I arrived in Chicago on December 27 and I was l ost. 

"When I first came into the city on the train, I saw the funny 

haze over the city and the dirty areas so I was a little worried 

about what it would be like. A soldier sitting next to met e x-

plained the whole city to me and he said that I would soon g et used 

to it. I didn't know what to do after I &ot to the Union Stati on. 

I cculdn't find my sister who was supposed to wait for mex ther e. 

A nisei boy came up to me and he said that he was coming afte r me. 
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A little later my sister casually joined us and we had break fast 

together, 

"The first thing she did was to take me to the friends Servic e 

office about a job. The very next day I was referred to Mr. 

McKinney's home out in Hubbard Woods for a domestic job.  It was 

only supposed to be a temporary job as tftey were waiting f or ano-

ther nisei girl to come out of camp. Itook the job as i needed the 

$12 a week that they offered. My original job offer that I was 

supposed to coming out to, had been cancelled after the Manzanar 

riot. Domestic work did not appeal to me, but 1 go on well at the 

McKinney home. They treated me just like their daughter an d they 

did not over-work me at all. 

"My girl friendx (CH-41) came out from Gila the day after I 

did and she had a good sense of direction *o that we went shopp ing 

every chance we got. That's about all I did when I first came out 

here. I didn't buy anything as I did not have any money. My s ister 

was a little displeased that I spent all that extra money  to go to 

Montana as she had originally loaned me the money to come out. 

However, she didn't say anything about it since it was alread y doae. 

"It struck my mind that I might get a job in a factory as a 

sewer, but the Friends office discouraged me from doing t his. They 

said that the work was too hard and there was no future in it. Then 

I thought I would do the domestic work for a while. When I l eft 

the McKinneys, the Mrs. told me confidentially that there might be 

a job for me in her husband's office as he was the president o f the 

dehydrated company. She told me not to take a job until I heard 

from him. 

«1 took her at her word so I just waited around at home. My 
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sister eaucxxkooBK would come home with Job offers but I said  that I 

was going to wait. I just did the shopping and read during th e 

week. I was soared to go out on my own as I thought I would g et 

&ost. I just stayed home and wrote x letters back to camp. 

"After a week Mr. McKinney did send for me. I had to go in-

terview with the office manager. I filled out the regular appli-

cation form and I was told to report for work the following M onday 

as a clerk. I started out in that job at $20 a week. That DUB 

sounded very good to me as I had no training for the work and nis ei 

before the war weren't making that much. I didn't know much about 

wages out here and so the offer was agreeable to me. I thou ght I 

would save at least half of it every week but I was doomed to d is-

appointment. 

"My next problem was housing. I got a room in the same build -

ing as my sister and I ate my meals with her. Then my sister 

wanted me to come and live with her and her husband so we foun d a 

room on the northside. I lived with them for about 2 months. Then 

I decided that I wanted to get my own apartment as I wanted to c all 

my younger brother from Nebraska. I did not think that he h ad any 

future in the ice plant where he was working and it would be 

better for him to come to Chicago. I went ahead and found anot 

apartment after much searching and then I wired him to come o n out. 

He wrote back and said that he liked the Job in Nebras ka and that 

he was going to stay on there with my other married brother. 

"I had a big apartment on my hands and I didn't know what to 

dol Then Susie asked me if she could move in. That was in April, 

1943. Then my other girl friend (CH-41) referred Ellen to me . I 

didn't know Ellen at all until she. came to live with us, but s he 
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was recommended by my friend so I was glad to take her in. 

"At first the three of us living together like that was all 

right, but none of us felt settled. It was not living at all as 

we just worked, shopped, ate, and slept. None of us knew eac h 

other too well so that it took us quite a while to get used to 

each other. We kept more to ourselves at first. Then frien ds 

started to drop over so that we soon got to he \ike sisters. The 

three of us had been playing lonesome and unsettled so we ke pt in 

our own shells until we found out that we were alike in many re s-

pects. Susie was much older than us and she had a boy friend at 

last so Ellen and I began to go around with each other more and we 

spent a lot of time together. We went to shows and visited fri ends 

and did other things like that. It got to be a little problem f or 

a while because Susie f s boy friend was courting her intensively and 

he stayed all hours of the night so we could not get our prope r 

sleep. 

"Around July Ellen and I decided to join the WAOs with Han a 

(CH-41) and her room-mate Aiko* Aiko went down to the WAG s tation 

to find out all of the information and she was informed that e n-

listment was stopped until September because the WAQs were reorgan-

izing at that time. But by September Aiko went to New York and the 

others had changed their minds. Then my younger brother cs me out 

of camp in July and I felt responsible for him even though I ha d 

an older brother and sister out here. My older sister had call ed 

him out of camp as he wanted to go to school out here. 

"It was in September, 1942, that I decided to take this apar t-

ment. My younger brother was living with another older nise i boy 

but he had to go 6 blocks to Allen's place (CH&35) for his me als. 



I thought that it would be nice if I could get this place so my 

younger brother could have more of a home. Illen and Susie didn't 

want me to leave them, but I suggested that Hana could go live 

with them since her ®oom mate was going to New York. Hana would 

not be able to pay $37.50 for an apartment by herself. This 

arrangement was made and it meant that Ellen and Susie wr®e not 

left in the rut and holding the bag for the $50 rent on th e apart-

ment. 

"Then after I made all of these plans and moved in to this 

place, my younger brother did not want to come and live wit h me 

because I was a girl and he liked his friend better. But he ca me 

to eat all of his meals with me and he started to bring a lot of 

his friends over. I wanted to be able to guide him properly. He 

was working at an old magazine place so that he didn't have too 

much leisure time. He always came over to my apartment to eat a nd 

study and he just went to sleep in his room. He was no trouble t o 

me at all. In November he moved in with Allen as they thought t hat 

my younger brother was a burden on me. Allen thought that i t would 

be better for my younger brother to go live with his famil y since 

he had a much larger place. That's why I had this room all by my -

self once more. 

"Then Ellen asked if she could come and live with me as she 

thought that the basement apartment where she was living wa s too 

dark and dirty. It wasn't too pleasant there after work and she 

used to visit me a lot. Both Susie and Hana were being courte d so 

that Ellen wasn't able to get her sleep because the boy frie nds 

always stayed very late. Ellen just told Susie and Hana that she 

wanted to move out and that started sort of a feud. I didn't wan t 
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to get involved in any hard feelings so I went to talk to Sus ie 

and Hana. Susie was older so that she understood even thoug h it 

made their expenses much higher. It ended up well because Hana 

moved out in March, 1944, and she came over to stay with us f or a 

couple of weeks. That left Susie with the apartment and she got 

married so her husband moved in there. 

"Living with Ellen and Hana in my place caused some friction 

because it was much too crowded so I began to encourage Hana t o 

look for a place of her own. But she is the kind of a girl who is 

lost when it comes to things like this. I knew that the 5 of us 

would get on each other's nerves. I had to get up at 6 in the 

morning in order to clean the house because I oouldn't stan d to 

leave it messy while Hana liked to tsleep until it was almos t time 

to go to work. I knew that this couldn't work out so after 2 

weeks I told Hana that she would have to move. Hana liked to stay 

hfere with us but the place was too small. My older siste r offered 

to take her in temporarily so that arrangement was mad® and Hana is 

still living with her altho she has to find a place soon becau se 

she is getting married at the end of this month (May). I felt mean 

in telling Hana to move out but it Just wouldn't have worked o ut. 

Now Ellen and I get along very nicely and we never get into ea ch 

other's way, Ellen is thinking of bringing her younger br other 

out of camp so I may let her have this apartment if she can't f ind 

a place of her own. I can go live with my older sister after H ana 

moves out or else find another room mate and an apartment of my 

own. 

"I've been very fortunate in ray house hunting and I 've never 

had the door slammed in my face or be called a Jap. I like my 
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present apartment very much except that we do have some inco nven-

iences. We don't get our hot water on time. The first nise i 

fellow who moved into this building spoiled the landlady  as he 

bought his own sheets and he offered more money when he brough t 

his friends into the building. So when the rest of the nise i 

started to move in, the landlady said that we had to bring ou r own 

linen and she refused the maid service to us. Later on, she sta rted 

to cut down on the coal and heat and we still did not moan. About 

2 months ago I began writing her notes asking her to please hav e 

hot waters for us when we came home f©cm work but she blamed i t on 

the war. 

"The landlady tried to raise my rent from $42 a month to #4 5 

just because she thought that I was making a lot of money. I re-

fused to pay this amount and I said that I would go ask the OP A so 

that she backed down. Yet, she always comments on how clean and 

quiet the Nihonjin in the building are and she likes us bec ause we 

pay our rent on time* There are about 14 Nihonjin living her e now 

out of about 24 people in the building. The Nihonjin all l ive on 

the second floor. I know about 10 of the Japanese living in thi s 

building. I only knew about 4 of them from camp and I met the rest 

here. I know all of the hakujin in the house too. There is a 

theatrical playwright living downstairs and he always come s up to 

talk to us about theatre life. The nisei I know here are jus t 

mere acquaintances and we don't do anything together. 

"SCEXtxstxt All of the nisei living here are single and ther e 

are about an equal number of boys and girls. We are all wor king 

and barely making a living. They work all over the city. The boys 

do factory work andthe girls are in office work and in floris t 
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shops. Three new nisei girls just moved in next door but I don't 

know them yet. The nisei in this building mind their own business 

so that everything works out okay. I would like it better if there 

were less nisei around here. 1 don't particularly want any more 

to move in but I can't say anything about that because the y have a 

right to move in if they want to. But I do wish that they woul d 

spread out over the city a little more because people will start 

to call this a Jap house if too many Nihonjin live here and we 

should avoid that. There used to be a lot of nisei living in our 

district but I don't think there are so many now as many of them 

have moved further north. There are quite a few living in the near 

Loop area but I never see any of them going or coming from work. 

"I never encourage any of ray friends to move into this build-

ing. I knew that the apartment next door was open and I was hop ing 

that some Caucasians would move in instead of nisei. One t hing 

that discourages the nisei from moving here in greater num bers is 

the high rents. $35 is the cheapest rent here and that is on ly a 

sleeping room. The other rooms average from i>42 top to |52.5 0 for 

a three-room place. I think that Ellen and 1 have the nicest r oom 

on this floor as we have a Pullman kitchen, open couch, rugs o n 

the floor and a private bath. There is only one other privat e bath 

on this floor and the rest of the roomshave to share a bathroom . 

"Of course, this apartment of mine can't begin to compare wit h 

ray home in Pasadena. I feel so cramped up in this one room. I 

don't know what my housing plans for the future are as it will d e-

pend upon what develops. My housing future is most uncert ain and 

T don't plan to settle down permanently in any one plade for the 

duration, I am thinking of going into the CadetNurses Corp s too, 
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but that has not been fully settled in my mind yet. 

"I've never thought of taking any other kind of job since i 

started to work at the dehydrating company as I have been per fectly 

satisfied there. I do ediphone work now along with the acco unts 

payable book-keeping work. The office staff is composed of six 

girls and Susie is the only other nisei girl there. The com pany 

processes dehydrated vegetables and makes it into sou p. It's not 

an essential defense plant at all but I find the work very i nter-

esting as everybody is congenial and nice to me. I get alo ng with 

the boss quite well as I did work in his home for 2 weeks when I 

first came out here to Chicago. All of the other office work ers 

are Caucasians and I get along fine with them as they are more the 

church-going type, They all come from good Christian home s. 

"My boss is quite sympathetic toward the evacuees. He fee ls 

that the evacuation was not democratic and that it was a te rrible 

injustice to an innocent group of people. He has the opinio n that 

the young nisei are a fine group even though there may be so me bad 

apples in the lot. The other office workers never talk about the 

evacuation because they have accepted me as one of them . Once in 

a while we all go out to eat together and to a play or show. When -

ever one of the office staff has a birthday, we all go to thei r 

homes for a party. Last summer we also went to Riverview toge ther 

and to listen to several of the concerts at Ravinia Park. We go 

out together at least Z times a month. It is hard for us to g et 

together more frequently than that because we all have so many 

other activities to take up our time. I'd rather that no more nisei 

were brought into our office as there are enough jobs open ar ound 

the city and they don't have to concentrate in any one place. It 
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will be much better for them to spread out anyway because th ey will 

have more of an opportunity to know the Caucasian workers. 

"The one thing that I am not satisfied about in my job has 

been my salary. I found out that I've never had any money lef t 

over each month. I barely manage to live within my income as I 

have had to pay back a loan I had made in order to get out to 

Chicago originally. My clothes were getting quite shabb y and I 

got worried because I did not know what I would do in case of a 

serious illness. I knew that I could not depend upon my par ents 

any more since I had to be entirely self-supporting. For th is 

reason I decided to look for another part time job in orde r to 

supplement my income as I did not want to give up ray job at the 

dehydrated plant. 

"I heard that a lot of nisei were working down at McClurg's 

and it was easy to get a job there. Hana was working there so sh e 

got me a part time job as an order picker in her department a round 

February at this year (1944). I was making about $27 a week in my 

other job, but 1 could not save anything out of that at all . Now 

I work one and a half hours each evening at McClurg's right a fter 

rny other job is finished. I only work 5 days a week at the dehy-

drated company so that i can work ail day at idcClurg's on Sa turday 
$9.90 

if I want to. I make around $£x&$ a week extra in this way. Thi s 

makes my total monthly income around #140 or $150 a month. H ow-

ever taxes take so much of it as I am a single person so that I 

still am not able to save hardly anything. This is the way my 

budget runs at the present time. I pay $21.25 for my share o f the 

rent and my food bill comes to around $25 a month. I've be en 

spending $10 to $15 the past few months for clothing since  I have 
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had to replace a lot of my shabby clothes. laundry and cle aning 

bills average around $5 a month and I spend about $7 a month f or 

gifts to my family in camp. Other gifts and obligations ru n about 

$22 a month since I am still repaying some of my debts, i lot of 

my friends are getting married and I have to buy gifts for th em. 

I have a big family so there are a lot of bithday presents  to buy. 

I haven*t been ill yet so that my doctor's bill doesn't run ov er 

$2 a month. I spend very little for recreation that I have to pay 

for so that it only amounts to #5 a month. Miscellaneous exp enses 

average around §15 a month and I only save about $5. Actuall y 

I've only saved FQO in 18 months out here. The taxes take all t he 

rest of my income so you can see how hard it is to live with in 

one's income out here and not be extravagant about it eith er. I 

would like to make about $40 or a week so I can save some money 

for a rainy day but I don't see how I can possibly do that no w. 

"I don't know how long I will do my present job as everythi ng 

is so indefinite. I don't know what I wicLl do after the w ar 

either altho I think my boss will keep me on. But it could happ en 

that the dehydrating plant could close down as it is not doin g so 

well now even though all of the other businesses are enjoying  such 

a boom in these prosperous times. I've never given my job fut ure 

too much of my deep thoughts because it is so uncertain . I've 

never tried to get into a defense job and I don't even conside r it 

as I am a Nihonjin and I would be under suspicion all the tim e if 

I went to work in a war plant. I don't like the tedious facto ry 

work anyway  *  To tell the truth, my real amibition is that I would 

like to get married and have a home by the time the war is over, 

but the prospects are not so good now with all the nisei fel lows 
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single fellows around so I guess I'll just have to make the bes t of 

it. But you can't tell y u about these things because girls d o get 

married at the most unexpected times, 

"I've thought seriously of entering the Cadet Nursing progr am 

for a long time but I haven't been able to reach a definite con clu-

sion. I believe that the war would last for at least 6 or 7 yea rs 

yet and I don't know whether I am willing to devote that muc h time 

to a career. It will take at least 3 years to get the training 

and I would want to work for a few years afterwards. However, I 

know that I am at a dead standstill as far as work is conc erned 

now and I would like to advance myself a little. I feel that I 

will get stagnant if I did my present work for 6 or 7 year s more. 

After the war, I think that I will have to have more special ized 

training in order to have a good job. I know I can do domesti c 

work any time but I want to learn something new and I never want 

to go back to that sort of work. But there may not be any office 

jobs for the nisei after the war, and if I get the nursing tra in-

ing I know that I could always get a job in some hospital aft er the 

war. I would even be willing to go to another country, exc ept 

Japan, as all of the nations will have to do a lot of rehabili ta-

tion work and there will be a great need for nurses and social work. 

My mother is doing social work in camp and I have thought of t hat 

but it will take twice as long to get social work training as it 

will a nurse's training. 

"But I haven't got the real consent of my mother yet SRI in 

regards to entering nursing and I have been stalling around for 

other reasons. I'm not sure of my mental capacity! If I go into 
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anything I want to know I will be able to do it with the be st of 

them. Another thing is that I am almost 23 years old and 4 y ears 

of nursing training on top of that would make me 27 by the time I 

am though. I would not be able to think of anything else but 

nursing if I went into it and I*m afraid I may miss out on mar -

riage if I do that. I f m not quite decided whether to make all 

that sacrifice. It is human nature to get married and I am  not 

any different from the rest of the girls. I don't think I a m a 

hopeless case, but it does worry me because things just are n't 

normal these days. 

"There is yet another reason for my present indecision. My 

mother and father may come out of camp to resettle and there are 

a couple of young kids in the family yet. My married broth erswill 

all be going into the service eventually and I could not be b ur-

dened with family responsibilities if I went into nursing. I am 

still pondering on the whole thing and I am waiting for my moth er's 

answer. In the end, I will make up my own mind, but I want to see 

what she has to say about it. I feel that I have family resp onsi-

bilities above anything else at the present time and nobod y has to 

tell me this because I am conscious of it all the time. 

"That is the reason why I changed my mind about the  YIACs. 

Another reason was that I heard rumors that the WAOs were only 

another form of legalized prostitution and all of the nisei fellows 

have a low opinion of it. It left iuch an ugly imprint in my m ind 

that I gave up that idea completely. I do think about these 

matters deeply and I am not as superficial as some people se em to 

think I am. I'm just trying to figure out the best thing for my-

self for the future but it is so hard because everything is s o 
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uncertain, 

"In general, I think that all of the nisei will have a hard 

time after the war as they are not presenting themselves as go od 

American citizens now.  A  lot of the fellows are still wearing 

pachukes and outrageous clothes and this is very conspicuou s. I 

don't think that this is any way to cover up their inferiority com-

plexes. The few who do this, and who go to the bars and get dru nk 

will get a bad reputation and it will only make it harder fo r the 

rest of us. The way they change around in their present jobs makes 

it bad too because the bosses don't like it. These nisei shou ld 

stick at a job no matter how distasteful it is as they have to 

prove themselves first above anything else and they are no t working 

for themselves alone. The bosses will judge other nisei by that 

they do. The nisei will have 1>o go more than half-way but t hey feel 

the world owes them a living just because they were stuck in a con-

centration camp. If they keep on with attitudes like that th ere 

just won't be any chance for them after the war as an employer 

would rather take a returning Caucasian soldier on the sam e level 

in preference to a nisei who has a reputation of not sticking  at 

their jobs. 

"The trouble with the present nisei draft is that it will 

leave all of the bad ones back here and they will do a lot of h arm 

while the nisei boys in the service are fighting for them. Th e 

trouble is that there are not enough nisei over the age of 30 wh o 

could settle down to a good American way of life and show the com-

munity that there is no difference in the way they live wit h the 

other Americans. I am convinced that the big struggle fo r the 

nisei is still ahead. The present time is the proving sta ge and 
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what they do now will determine what happens to us in the fut ure, 

"But I really don't want my brothers to go to war. It is a 
duty 

¿¿xljcxtxxzk that they have to do so we have to make out as we ll as 

we oan. I just have to feel glad that they are strong and heal thy 

enough to be taken, I know it will increase $y responsibili ties 

but I am willing enough to assume them.  At  present 7 members of 

my family are now out of damp. My parents and younger br other 

are the only ones left thorax I will be the most responsible f or 

these because I am still single and not subject to any draft. All 

of my family live apart out here. We don't plan to live togeth er 

in any one place anymore. It's better that way. I see my siste r 

around once a week and the others about once a month. We get to-

gether for holidays and celebrations like that. We always ta lk 

about family problems when we get together. We still have a 

Jjouse in Pasadena but we are not decided what to do about i t. 

"We also talk about how we will make arrangements if our 

parents do come out and also about the education of my young er 

brother. I want them to help Lillian out too but I don't know 

what they think about that. I would like to bring her out he re 

so she can go to school but I don't know whether it woufca be 

fair to take her away fromher foester parents who are old no w. 

Either way it is not fair to them. I know Lillian wants to com e 

out here and her parents won't force her to stay. I don't wh e-

ther m that is the right thing to do, 

"I think we have a strong family unity and we will all stick 

together if some problem came up that needed all of us eve n 

though we tend to be independent in spirit. I think the war h as 

actually drawn us together much more even though we are s eparated 
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in m*les from our parents and each other. We are mostly con-

cerned about our folks because they are so old now. In the  end, 

I make up my own mind on things I want to do, but I still cons ult 

my mother and older sister first of all. I am more mature n ow so 

that ray decisions on family affairs carry much more weight t han 

before. 

"I suppose that my older sister has urged most of the re-

settlement. She was a voluntary evacuee and she called me a nd my 

younger brother out. Allen and his wife and child decided to stay 

out here because of ray older sister too. They were originally 

going to Detroit. My father was out here for a short time but h e 

went back to camp because he would not get a job in the languag e 

division at the university. Another brother and his wife w ent 

out independently from Tulare. This brother is in Nebras ka and 

he is getting his degree in chemistry now. One of my other bro-

thers is there with him. I don't know if we will eventually ge t 

into the same city. My parents have no objections about re settle-

ment. If we call them out right now they would come. Howev er, we 

don't feel like doing it now because of the unsettled circu m-

stances. The main reason why my parents remain in camp is th at 

none of us out here have a feeling of certainty and secur ity. We 

don't even have a home to call them out to and we can attempt t o 

take on any more responsibilities until we are more sure of our-

selves. My mother is anxious to come, but she never says muc h 

about it. She knows that she will be a burden on us and sh e 

realizes that we are having a hard time. 

"As soon as we oan have a decent home where there aren't any 

cockroaches and bedbugs, we will call our parents out. May be they 
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till go live with Allen's wife after he is drafted. But I know 

that my mother won't be happy out here as she will be almost 

alone and without friends in a strange city. She is doing social 

work in camp now and helping other people so I feel justifie d in 

not calling her now. The whole thing is rationalization and I 

fear that I won't be able to support her well enough if I pull ed 

her out now. I will have to make the decisions together with m y 

brothers and sister. I worry about it a lot and I don't know wh at 

to do. I'm not positive that I will be able to help get the re st 

of the family out of camp before the end of the war, but this 

living now is only temporary and it can't go on all the ti me. 

"I haven't been able to get settled in mind or anything dur-

ing the 18 months that I have been out here because of a ll these 

fears and uncertainties. I try not to worry about these thi ngs 

but I can't push them completely out of my mind as that does no t 

solve anything. 

"My living now is very haphazard and there is nothing defi-

nite to it. There is always the feeling that something is miss ing. 

I only have the week-ends for leisure time right now. The o ther 

evenings during the week I am too tired and I have to think of t he 

10 hours of work the next day. I don't get bored at all as my 

ordinary week's schedule is pretty busy. By the tiae I get 

through dinner it is 7:30 or 8 already. Sllen and I eat dinner 

very leisurely as we sit and tell each other about the day' s events 

On Monday nights we listen to the radio plays and I knit and se w. 

I take a bath and I am in  fca-^h  by 10:30. On Tuesdays it is the 

same routine except that I listen to Ronald Gclamn on the r adio 

at 10:30. Very often I go across the hall to chat with the other 

nisei girls or else we may have some visitors over to play brid ge. 
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Wednesday night is my evening for ironing but I postpone tha t if 

we have visitors, Thursday night is about the same thing wh ile 

on Fridays I write letters, visit friends or occasionally g o to a 

show. Saturday I get home at 4:20 in the afternoon and that i s 

the earliest  I  get through in the week. We eat an early dinner 

and sometimes we go out on dates or else we may be too tire d so we 

stay home and have visitors. I don't feel like going to ni ght 

clubs and dancing, because those things don't appeal to me a ny-

more. Sometimes we get ambitious and we clean house. Occasio nally 

I go over to visit my sister or brother. I have been getting u p 

earlier on Sunday mornings so that I can go play tennis until 

about 10 o'clock in the morning. I don't go to church anymore . 

On Sunday afternoon I visit with friends or else we go walk in t he 

park and take pictures. S om8times we go out on dates on Sunday 

nights if we are not too tired. Once in a while I indulge in my 

hobby of reading a book all afternoon or else baking. Sund ay 

nights 1 try to do some of the heavy washing  i^  we are aot other-

wise engaged. 

"Once in a while 1 get out of my cubby hole and I go look up 

some of my nisei friends, but that is rare. It all sums up to th e 

fact that I'd rather have them come here and play cards a nd talk 

about our future rather than go out to a cocktail bar or dan cing. 

At first Ellen went out on 4 or 5 dates a week but she found t hat 

it was too much of a strain so she doesn't go out any more than I 

do any more. The night life stuff is too hard on the body a nd we 

have to think if our work. 

SAll of my close friends and acquaintances now are nisei. 

The most I see frequently are those who live in this building , but 
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I would not confide in any one of my friends except Ellen. I 

don't hate any particular group of my own altho I do know S or S 

people outside of relatives fairly well. Some of the peop le I 

know are strangers to me because I never saw them before I  came to 

Chicago. They just happen to be friends of my friends and it i s 

nothing lasting. A lot of fellows come over to play cards with us 

but most of them come to see Ellen. I shy away from boys now a nd 

my closest boy friends are in the Army, in school or rese ttled in 

Cleveland* 

-g "I've met some nisei from Seattle out here and they seem 

much more sincere than the California nisei as they don't tr y to 

put on a false front« They are not as catty either. The Cal i-

fornia nisei only thinjg of dances and the immediate pres ent and 

they are more superficial. That's been my experience anywf cy but I 

can't judgaall nisei because I don't know too many of them. How-

ever that's the impression I get from other of my friends to o. I 

don't think most of the nisei fellows out here don't know lact ly 

what they want. 

"I just don't feel interested in exerting myself to make new 

nisei friends and Ellen is my only real close friend.' Somet imes 

I get together with some other girls and we talk about who go t 

married last, latest date, clothes, jobs, what we knitted l ast, 

all the different places we have gone to out here, and othe r ex-

periences that have happened to us since resettlement.  A  lot of 

these gitls are lonesome for their folks and they would giv e 

everything they had to go back to the old times they had ba ck in 

California. A lot of them are working for the first time in th eir 

lives and they are finding out that life is not a picnic and n ot 
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as glamorous as they thought. I think that the experience is good 

for these girls as they are getting much more mature. Anoth er 

thing we talk about a lot is marriage. 

"One girl friend of mine came out of camp last July and sh e 

has quite a problem because her boy friend kept asking her t o get 

married. She wanted me to deoide whether this would be the th ing 

to do because her boy friend was in the Army and he was going to 

get sent overseas. She just couldn't make up her mind about it . 

Then last month she made a sudden announcement of her marri age. 

She still does not know what is what but she is very happy for the 

present. Her husband is going overseas very soon so she st ill 

does not know whether to go to Florida to go make a home for her 

husband while he is in the Army camp. The thing that worrie s her 

is that she does not know whether he will come back or not.  When 

I talk to other girls, this is always what comes in and a lot of 

them are pessimistic. So maybe it's better to wait until aft er 

the war to get married. 

"There are other nisei girls around 25 years of age that I 

know or heard of and they just go around with any old fellow a nd 

they seem to take things pretty much in stride. I guess so me of 

them have gone wrong because they are getting desperate. Mo st of 

the older nisei girls I know, however, are very level hea ded and 

they don't weep over it at all because they realize that a lot of 

hakujin girls are in the same position. 

"It seems that most of the nisei out here are only interested 

in dances and parties. I've attended a couple of the nisei da nces 

but I just didn't care for them because it wasn't the right a t-

mosphere. I don't think I'll go to any of them any more. I h ave 
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only  gone to 2 or 3 private  pxr  nisei parties so far, These small 

gatherings are nice to have occasionally but  I  wouldn't want to go 

all the time, I have a feeling that largennisei social gathe rings 

should be disbanded because too many uneducated Caucasian s will 

get more arguments to use against us, ' S1he nisei should foresee 

such things and be willing to make sacrifices to avoid anyt hing 

that may backfire on them, I hear that the Buddhists are or gani-

zing now and 1*11 bet you 25 cents that it is only because the y 

want it for socials. Even the Christian nisei will go to th e 

Buddhist group if they sponsor dances, it may not hurt us for a 

while, but I can't help but think that later on it will just 

gather more suspicions and it is too risky. The nisei are even 

subject to more discrimination than our folks were when the y came 

over to this country and we should be willing to give up some of 

the things that are not too important. The trouble is that th e 

nisei don't give a darn about anythigg just so they can ha ve fun 

and that may be their downfall, '¿'here is too much emphasi s on 

parties and dances and not enough on the more important thin gs 

like their jobs and getting settled down. They should bala nce it 

up a little more, because too much of any one thing is not good 

for anyone. 

"The only trouble is that the nisei do want to get marri ed. 

That's why they feel  it  is so important to hage these dances. I 

don't blame them for this attitude because  I  would like to get 

married to but it would have to be the right person. I haven 't 

any prospects for the moment because 1 don't know any fello ws that 

will, 1 know a few Caucasian fellows out here but I haven't dated 

with any of them.  I  haven't joined any Caucasian group or club 
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yet and I lcnow I should make the effort but somehow I just do n't 

get the energy up to do it. The funny thing about me is tha t I am 

fond of people and 1 like to be adtig® in club and church but I am 

thinking too much of making a living right now. It isn't in me t o 

be cooped up like this forever. It is hard to mix my few Cauca-

sions friends with few nisei friends and I have found that i t just 

doesn't work out well. I guess it's the same sort of thing l ike 

what happened when I went to school in Pasadena. Maybe I'll have 

to make a choice of going into one group or the other but I hop e 

the other nisei will get used to Caucasians and not feel so un easy 

around them. 

"I feel that if a nisei girl meets aa nice hakujin fellow tha t 

she is sure of and he has friends who will tolerate her, then I 

think that she should intermarry if he proposes. All of t he nisei 

are pretty hesitant about intermarriage right now because t he par-

ents are all opposed to it. Most of the intermmariage going o n 

right now are in the lower classes but X think there is bound t o 

be an increase of it in all classes as time goes by since the 

nisei ha$e to come out more. I know that i am a nisei and X want 

them to come out and make more of an effort to know the hakuji n. 

But at the same time they should not go on their knees just to 

know them because we come from a proud people and we have not hing 

to be ashamed of. W e should all feel equal and not try to put on. 

"The one thing that I would not like to see develop out here 

is a Japanese town even though I enjoy the nisei because of wha t 

may happen. It would be the same old Los Angeles thing again an d 

there would be too much suspicion against us. I wouldn't want to 

see a Japanese town after the war either as it will be hard eno ugh 
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for us to get jobs as it is. After the war there will be too man y-

soldiers going around without arms iaut or legs and their wi ves and 

families will not forget for a long time that the Japs did it. 

They might think that it is the fault of the nisei if they see a 

lot of them together because many hakujin fitill don't know abo ut 

us yet. It would be safer for the nisei to remain saattered out 

for their own future good. I know that they can get along with-

out segregation even though a lot of nisei may think they wan t it 

now. The main reason for this is that the nisei are worrie d about 

the problem of marriage and life, after all, is the happy un ion of 

2 people and 99 out of 100 people have this ambition. The nisei 

fear that they will miss out on this unless they come togeth er in-

stead of dispersing into smaller groups. It is quite a proble m 

but I don't think they have to live together to meet oth er nisei 

because the El is pretty convenient. I think that we have to bear 

in mind that everything will depend on what we do now. It may be 

too sudden of a change for this generation to become assimila ted 

so that they will tend to stick together like I hear they a re do-

ing in Salt Lake and Denver. Complete assmilation is almost i m-

possible for many, many years because of our physical featu res but 

I don't think it is impossible. 

"I am not completely happy with my present life and I think 

that everyone in this country longs for some kind of secur ity. 

The nisei hL^e less of it than others and that is why we all feel 

so insecure. I try to be happy-go-lucky but that is only in ou t-

ward appearances. Inwardly I am very conceientious and I am over-

sensitive about certain things. I do worry even though peo ple 

remak that it seems I am always alughing. I just laugh to f orget 
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don't know myself too well yet. I think that the only time I have 

real inferiority complex is when I see a lot of nisei girls who 

are dressed nicely. Then I feel I should dress nicer too and not 

worry so much about money. 

"I may talk a lot about what 1 am going to do in the future, 

but that is to draw the other person out in order to get his vie w-

point. Then I weigh it very carefully in my mind before I m ake a 

decision. That's how it has been in ray mental conflict about t he 

Cadet Nurses Corps. It's not that I like to talk about things 

without doing anything because I do think I have ambition. Bu t I 

know that my older sister (Ch-25), for example, is just going to 

school because it is a means to an end and she is just trying to 

forget some of her other problems. It is the same way with m e and 

many other nisei but they won't tell you that because they have 

some pride left. I really want to get married and have child ren, 

but I have to plan for myself just in case that I don't. I us ually 

try to figure out everything in every detail and I don't dash into 

anything on the spur of the moment if it is an important mat ter 

that will affect my life. 

"I think I am learning to $udge people better. Sometimes 

when I meet a new person, I am very cautious because they ha ve a 

certain air which warns me that the ice has to be broken firs t. 

With others I can be jolly right away and it doesn't make  any 

difference. On the whole, I don't have any difficulty in mee ting 

new people but I only have a few deep friends. I am aensitive 

about what other people say about me, especially if I thi nk that 

it is not true. Since evacuation I think I have developed ment ally 
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and I don't chase the glamour of all this night life stuff an ymore 

like the other nisei girls do because I think that it is only a 

false rainbow that usually leads to disilluion. I suppose I 

could be more aggressive in my personality but I can't d o that 

because I am so restless and uncertain now, and I do admit th at I 

am quite insecure inwardly, I always try to solve all of my pr ob-

lems and I am hoping for the best in the future, but sometime s I 

get to the point where I feel, what's the use. 

"I don't know exactly where that futu&e lies and I will have 

to wait around to the end of the *ar to decide definitely. As far 

as the place of living is concerned, I kno?/ that it won't be in 

' Tapaa but it may be in another country. This is a race war no w 

and this country is getting more influenced by these thin gs*. I 

think this country is proving a failure and not living up to t he 

goals of democracy. It's not a melting pot at all. The other day 

I read in the paper that a Negro soldier married an Australian 

girl and brought her back to the states. This Negro was a c aptain 

in the Army and this Caucasian wife read in books that Amer ica was 

the real melting pot. She came over here expecting equality only 

to find that the Negroes were not respected and the white pe ople 

shrank from her on the boat coming out when they found out tha t 

she was married to a N Qgr 0 . That isn't demooracy at all and I 

don't see how the American people is going to change very mu oh 

because there are so many prejudices here. 

«I don't know whether it would make any difference if a Be-

publican or Democrat got elected this time because there is a lot 

of selfishness to politics too. All parties make a lot of pr omi-

ses but they never seem to carry them out. If the Republica ns do 
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what they say they will do,  I  willvote for them because they won't 

leave this country in  debt  so much. On the other hand, the Re-

publicans may kick all of the Nihonjin out of the camps and tha t 

won't be so good either.  I  really don't know if it makes any 

difference or not as far as racial policies of this countri es are 

concerned. I think America is out to kick Japan and all Japan ese 

down and this will be a great mistake if that happens. I do ad-

mire President Roosevelt a lot but a lot of people talk agai nst 

him. I just don't know enough about politics yet but I don't kn ow 

if I'll register to vote this time or not. 

"For  a  while I did follow the policies of war but it was too 

far away,from me in camp and the only thing that strikes me now 

are the headlines that hit me in the face as I come home from work. 

I don't have anybody to talk these things over with so I remai n 

ignorant. I did give  my  blood to the Red Cross twice and I will go 

down there again this summer. I can't afford to buy any war  bonds 

as I am barely making a living. 

"I think that this war is entirely the fault of Sngland and 

the United States was pulled into it. Germany is not entirely 

innocent but she was pushed into it because England And th e United 

States were not fair with her. She was beaten up in the las t  wa* 

and not given a chance. I don't like to see dictatorship but  I 

don't know if democracy would work in Europe when it isn't working 

in this country where  we  have so much more. Japan had to go to 

war also because it was a necessity for her to expand. There a re 

millions of people living on a few small island and the United 

States should be more considerate.  Maybe  Japan wasn't justified 

in going into China like that but she had to expand in some  way 
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and England and American just wouldn't give her any concessi ons. 

Japan is at fault in the war too like (î rmanft and the al lied 

countries. It is just too bad there has to be things like war a nd 

it is a terrible waste of lives. 

nIf Germany gets defeated soon, there will be much more feel -

ing against the Japanese here. It's going to be harder fo r Nihon-

jin as we will get blamed for everything. But the nisei shoul d 

not act guilty about it as that will only make the hakujin think 

all the more that it is their fault. The nisei should try to make 

themselves one of the Americans, even if this may be imposs ible, 

and not be self-conscious or they will be picked on all the m ore. 

That is why a lot of nisei out here are having a lot of trouble 

now, and it may be because of their own personality. A lot  of 

them are too timid. They should not let these things get them 

down because their tine will come eventually.  qi he nisdfc should 

feel sorry for these uneducated Americans m even tho they do 

get a raw deal/ I know a lot of Japanese want Japan to win but 

I think the majority are for this country. I don't know where  I 

stand in this scale becaue I shift opinions. I still want Ja pan 

and America to come to terms peacefully without either co untry 

being annihilated. 

"There is a lot of propaganda going on now and I won't be-

lieve until after the war. Even for such things as the 

execution as the ^oolittla flyers and the Bataan maasaor e, I'm 

not sure whether it's true or not. It's funny that these thi ngs 

were announced just when the war bond drives were started an d the 

whole thing looked like it was manipulated Just for propagan da 

purposes. 
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~ "One of the things that I don't like is to see the stories 

about such things as the Tule Lake riot and the disturbance s in 

the centers about selective service because I think it is ba d pub-

licity for us. It only makes it harder for us when such thin gs 

happen. There are always some groups like the Dies committe e which 

is full of whooey and they only want to get us out of the countr y 

so they play up these things. I don't think too many sane peo ple 

actually listen to the Dies committee seriously. And thos e agi-

tators in California as just putting anoose around their own 

necks. That American Legion is the most undemocratic group i n 

this country and no intelligent people could listen to the th ings 

they said Nihonjin did and believe it. I get angry when I read 

these stories in the papers and I also get a little sensiti ve 

about it. 

"It is too bad that things like this are in existence becaus e 

it only helps to ruin this country. It makes it harder for us all 

around and it is so wrong. There has not been enough favorabl e 

publicity for us because a lot of decent Americans are afrai d of 

speaking up for the nisei. Life magazine did the most unbi ased 

article and I have heard a lot of good comments about it. I hav e 

heard that -Fortune magazine also did a very good article. I w ish 

that more of these things would come out in the magazines be cause 

it does help to make me feel a little more secure^- In war time I 

ese with all their might and also to be tolerant against the ni sei 

at the same time because most of them don't know the differe nce 

in the movies they really twist things up and it makes my angry 

suppose it is pretty hard Japan-

between Japan 2 born in Japan and nisei born in America. Sometimes 
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when nisei are pictured as treacherous to this country. 

"The WRA is trying to do the best it can for us, but there is 

lot of politics going on in this organization so that it hur ts the 

program. However, I think the WRA has done more good than e vsil so 

that the nisei should be grateful for it. But it will take mu ch 

more than the Vra to solve all of our problems. I think that t he 

American Friends Service Committee have done more for us  in a 

quiet way and at less expense than the WEA, The WRA wants eve ry-

one to know what they are doing so people will pat them on the 

back but the Friends are really sincere and want to help us an d 

they don't care for glory. It certainly is a problem though a nd 

I really don't know what the answer is., I suppose every nis ei in 

the country is in the same boat as I am so I shouldn't feaL so 

badly about it. I do hope that everything will turn o u t t h a t 

'SOTS consolation. 


