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Occupational history (begin with first job).
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CH 37 Akira Saruwatarl WRA form 26 304,348

2. Gila 9/1/42
3. Tulare 5/9/42
4, P.0. Box 591 Arroyo Grande, Calif.
5. Kinzo “aruwatari Japan
Momo ju Kozuma  Japan :
5a., U.S. Truck farmer Abroad <*arming
7. Grammar school Arroyo Grande, Calif. 1915-1926
High School Arroyo Yrande Union, Calif, 1926-1930
7a, Majored in Gen'l “cience.
8. None
12, 70 160 1bs.
13, Wears eyeglass- Correction of eyesight.
18, Married
19, head
20, 8/17/10
23. no.
24, High 4
25, Speaks Japanese
27. Radio repairman
278, =--
28. 9/42- WRA Educat ion, Rivers, Arizona
Sr. Repairman and Maintenance, repalring typewrliters and
mimeographs $16 mo.
6/42-8/42 W.C.C.A, Corporation Yard, Tulare, California
Electrician (Radio Repair)
repaired radios, typewriters, and other electrilcal
applicance. 12 mo. :
1931-1942 Aki's Market and “adlo Service, Arroyo Grande, Calilf.
Radio HRepalrman--reparied radios, watches,
typewriters, adding machines, washing machines,
jewelry, optical goods, and other electrical
appliance.  $200 mo.
29. Hobbies - Radios, sound amplifiers
30, Christian (Methodist)
31, . Education- Hiles Watch Making School 1930-1931

Akira's wife, Masako Saruwatari see CH#49

Akira's daughter, Alko Barbara Saruwatar}

2. same

3. same

4, same

5, Akira Saruwatari Calif. USA
Masako Fukamakl Calif. USA

5a, US Hadio repairman Abroad none

7. Grammar chool Arroyo Grande, Calif. 1938-1942

7a, none

8. none

12. 564 ©58lbs,

13, No major defects

18. single

19, daughter

20. 8/28/33

23. yes

24, Grammar 3rd year

25, Speaks Japanese
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278, =--

28. 1938- student
29, none

30, Buddhist

510 -

Akira's daughter, Motome Kay Saruwatari

2. same
3. same
4, same
5. Akira Saruwatdri USA
Masako Fukamaki  USA
ba, US radio repalr Abrosd none
7. WPA Nursery school Arroyo Grande, 1941-1942
7a, none
8. none
12. 48 40 1bs
13, No major defects
18. single
19, daughter
20. 12/14/36
23. B B yes
24, O ,
25, speaks English
T4 ===
278 --=
28, 1941- student (Nursery school)
none
Buddhist

3, same

4, same

5. same

ba, same

7. None (not yet)
7a, none

8. none

12. 41 38lbs.
13. No major defects
18, single

19, daughter

20, 5/3/38
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28. none

29. none

30. Buddhilst
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Zvacu-tion & hesettlement Study

Charles Kikuchi Cii=37 Eiji Shimosaki (pseud,)
Chieago, Illinois Crosg reference CH«I5, CH=36
May 8, 1944 2

131 Shimosaki is a 0O year
old nicsei, IHe wes the owner of a
combined grocery store and radio
repalr shop in a small town in
California before thewar., it pre=-
sent he 1s workine as a radio
repalrman,

Eljiils rather reserved so
thot 1t took a considerable period
to draw him out, His greatest
problem is the resettlement of his
wife and U ®hildren who are still
in the center, He has been unable
to find adequate housipg, Eijl
has been lilving with his sister-in-
law, &an arrongement has been made
whereby he pays (G0 a month for
room f board, 1he case illuse
trates the difficulties of family
sottlement because of the great
feeling of uncerteinty in regards
to the dreft,




E1J1 Shimosaki, U3, was born on August 17, 1910 in Arroyo
Grande, Californias Most of his 1life was spent in that town up
to the time of the evacuation., He was removed to the Tulare

in lay, 1042 end in Septenmber he was relocat-d to the
center in /srizonas Eiji remained at Gila until Aucust
when he came to Chicage to take a Job as a radio repair
mans, ©ince conming here he has worked at two radic shops. ;t
preaeni he is employed in Andp's Kadic Shop and he receives a
salery of approximately (260 a month for a 42 hour s week, In
December, 1743, he qui first Jjob af'ter receittlement at the
Purstole's Chop where he was al:o employed as a radio repair man
for L200 a month for a 54 hour a weeks, In the relocation center
at CGila, Eiji 414 sinlilar work, for whieh he recoived .1
He only roceived ¢12 a month for similar work at 0

Zi}L has been operating his own stores since 1931,

ated a Jewelry store in arroyo Grande from 1931 to 0386, a

ing approxinmately J5500 net profit per yesr. In 1936 he bought

cut a goooery store and in a years up to eveacuation he gradually

branched out into a redio store in his home town, He was netting
approxinately (B00C a year at the time of evacuation., !Most of
this business was lost when the military orders were inposed,

EiJi's fanily oconsists of the following menbers:

E1j1, 83

Setsu, 30, wife

Joen, 1l, daughter

Yary, 8, daughter

Martha, 5, dauchter

has & christien religious background but his wife is a




Buddhist, Tho children were given a Buddhist (raining after eva-
cuation to Tulare Assembly Center, The laerger family unit have

a strong degree of solidaritys %hey were all evacuated together
except for LEiji's parents who are in loston, Liji received his
elementury school education at the barris grummar school from
1916 to 19288, Iie then itransferrsd te the arroyo Grande elemen=
tary school where he graduated from the eighth grade in 1726, Fe

wae kept buek a couple of years for adademic deficiencles, Iiji
aduated from srroyo Wrande high school in 19050, lie then went
o the lilkes watch making school in “an sfraneisco for one year,
after which mhe started his own business, Eiji's education in
the Japunese language school was obtained {rom 1086 to 19204 He
as voted in all of the itate and iresidentisl elections since
1032 in the Hepublican ticket,
£i1j1 is about & ft. 1C in. in height end he does not have the
gsual Japanese characteristies, He appesare to be rether consers.
vative in most of his characteristics, but strungely enough this
does not alifect his identification with imerica, This was due,
in his opinion, to the fact that he lived independently of the
Japunese community in the vnilcy since all ol his business was
with Laucusiuns in his home town, He was very well established
in that town anc. it is probably true thut he wae one of the fow
nisei who was Iinancielly independent before the war, 4tk the
present time he deoesn't mind working lor asnother person because
he ha: no intention of permanently residing in Chicago. He has
hopes ol returning tc Celifornie to start cut all over agein,

1

altho he realizes that this will be a difficult procedure since

his 14 years of work has been eliminated,




Eiji's greatest worry 1s about his famlly resettlement and
this was the subjeot that he wanted to talk about mostly throu-he
out the interviews. HHis story gives a very good pileture of the
problems of fumily resettlenent, IEiji's wife is very hesitant
about coming out to Chlecage with the U children since she leels
that her husband will be drafted shortly. The reason she did not
come out before was because of all the rumors she heard about the
scvere vhilcugo winter und she felt it would Le too dangerous for
the young ohildrens

EiJi did not mind this so much since he had a problem of
get . ing personally adjusted to his work out here and this too
soveral ncnths, He was not satisfied at sll with his iirst job
begause he felt that the working conditions vere subsstandard,
Tow that he 1s adjusted in his present Job, he is extrencly
anxious to get his wife ocut us soon pos ylee, He has had a

2

great deal of difficulty in locating suitable living quarters for

his fanily, e was willing to pgy up to 70 & month lor an
apartment beocausze hic wife was quite particuler., Just when he
had all of the arrangements for his wife to come out, he received
Army reclassification so that lils wife dropped all rerettle=-
ment plans as she didn't wish to be left straunded out here, IEilji
hen moneged to get an occupational deferment until August, 1744
so that plens for fumily recetilement were renewed, 4ihe wife got

all of the trein re ervations reudy when her father was suddenly

returned from the internment camp, <ince she had not seer

for 2 years and since she 18kt that she would not be able
him .or the duraticn she cancelled the reservation,

‘At the dete of the interviews, Iijil ves again renewing




nlans for Pesettling his family. He has not been able to find

suitable housing yet and thies i1s hie grentest worry at the moment,

Zvery night he has been wallking the streets to find a vnesnoy and

on ‘undays he borrows hie Yrothere-in-law's car to searceh for an
apurtnent all day long., e doeen't particularly want to lease an
unfurnished flat because he is uncertain of hie dr-ft stat
willing to be draited when he gets called but he
0 get his family adjusted first. He 1Is quite uncertain
present prospects and he ds 3 & little
about the futupe possidilities,
radio shop here because he haes a little
and he feels he could
swent thet he cannot

alTh |
1
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ifornia,

Because of his énvironmental beokground, "1j1 since ely be=
liovas that integration ie the only solution for nlsedl
future but like most nise is ponfucred when it o s ‘o the

o O
soclety
now than he wase er in before the war. Flji feels that the big
iz not the most suitable nplace for integrantion and he would
rater atart his own slnes: a small town in the midwest if

uneble to return to California. Ilis hopes &f returning to

months gzo by even though he has & place

ary he 1s making out
here, Ho 1 d the before the war radio repalr men were a

dime ¢ 3n out her:- snd that he oould not nmake any more even if




he were a Caucesians He hopes that he will be able to hold his
Job for a while after the war as he may not be able to return to
California immediately. I[ies original plan was the recvettle in
falt Lake or Jenver but he gave this up .because of the lack of
opportunity. He would like to be fairly close to California since

it is expensive to move a famlly about the family., Liji is saving

approximately «200 a month Irom his salary at the present time

and he is investing this total amount in war bonds. He has
doing this for the past few months since he would like to build
up a reserve fund in order to take care of heavy expenses which
lie enticipates will develop when his funily arrives,

£1J1 sincerely does not realize that the pre-war Japenese
comnunity has contributed to his conservative tendency, Ie be=
lieves that these forces had not affect at all on him and that he
vwus able lo breai away completely from the Japunese community
lifes, 4his was true for hi- economic conncetions, but his story
indlecates that a great denl of the Japunese culture influeneces

as uiconselously been asocepted by him throughout his 1life, This
was particularly true at the time of his wediing which followed
¢ patternc entirelys Trom the story which Mrs, Miano,
ister-in-law tells (see Ul «00), it would seem that his wife
had a great deal of the more traditional Japanese customs in-
stilled in her,

A more deteiled story in £1ji's own words will follow and
this will reveal the influcnces of his environmental baok:round
upyon him to a greater degree, Ilils story will also include a de=
tailed socccount oi his camp life and his present resettlement

problens,




Elji's 1ife story follows:

"I don't know very much about my parcnts and what they did
before they ot nurried'heoa¢se they never f § me mueh about
these thingss I don't exacetly know when m arents ot married,
I was born in 1010 so folks must have besn nmarried a short
time before that, I do ! th they got merried in Japan and
thery went to Ilawall and worked in the sugar cane piasntutions for
two years, +“hey had o olose relative in Hawa and that's why
they went there, They also had another close relative in imerica
and that's why they later came to Calilornias, Or iniull? they
left Japan 1in order to moke money because ell of ths people in

amamoto Ken wore rather poor, They couldn't make u living in

agricullure so that whole villoges left for work in Haweii, It
wae nostly men beocause the women followed luter on,
"Cone 1o think of L,’Yf,y Lo rfant::<‘,u::t have been morried
.
qulte o While before I was born begause ,hf%>hrrived here in
Califorala around 1700, <§ know ny father told me once thut he
wae here a lew vears lLefore the “urthguux&;> “hey came out to jJoin
in farming, [y ded started furnins on his
Califomia after he gotl here,
narents noved to Lorris, Wilif rnia
and they lived there
right until the time of ¢ us tion Yy Tather started feming
there and 5&_;z~ rathe : ic was one of the 'irst
Jepanese farmérs tc go in for sirawberry orowing and that proved

gulite profitable, loter on he sterted tc ralse flowe

. 411 of us vwere born in Derris, I am the oldest one

and I don't know why nmy parents didn't heve sany children during

the {irst 10 years they were mirrieds %They just don't talk about




those tinges 1 thin I have two sisters who were born before
rne but ther both passed away and my pareats never mentioned them

tc me. I have twe younger bréthers now end that's all there were.

‘after my parentec ocaume to Val ix‘ul'n;-‘>-’['u:_'[ made a good living.

hed quite a tough time during the period they were working
wail, Deing so poor, it was natural for them to be careful
nmoney they earned sc that they were able to save quite a

following years Ify father built a nice home near

TND ™

Grande arcund 1928, He 30 raised vegetables for a

gouple of years and he had another small ferm near lalléyon.

They went into tiuaek gardening there and this wes quite profite

able too., My father bought a 22e-acre farm there and it wes put

into my name, <The other farm is in ny brother's

parison with other Japenese, my ded was a very successiul fa

didn't have o hard time at all after he got started, uch
us the depreesion didn't bother him very much, le was a
born farmer and all of his hard times had been passed
when they first came to imericu, 17y parenis were never
the spendthrift type so that they have saved

wney up to the time of evacuation

AR 1

n I don't know anything about my femily beckground
A S

my parents came over s¢ many yeurs ago and they never

rcturned to the old country, +hen they first lei heir ken,

told everybody t'at they would be back in a yea: 0 alter

3 They nevepr made any noney during the irot fow

wod s
I'LCll g

> 1 - - . e Fel . % o - & - l + - o vy " “r -
er here and even after they storted to muke money they

o

didn't feel like giving it up to go live in their poor villace

in Japan, 1y mother alwoys wanted to go buekx for a visit but ded




kept postponing the trip because he always got so seasick when=
ever he pgot on a boat, My parents only had a few relatives back
in Japan anyway.,

"My father was only of average size and my mother was quite
small so 1 can't understand where I get nmy helght. It must be
in the family line some place because my brothers are slso quite
taull for nisei, My father hus always been healthy and he has
only had one serious operation in his life, He is 7 years old
now and he still gets arnund pretty actively in camp., !Ny mother
was also fairly healthy up until the time she died a fow yesrs
agoe Doth of my parents were anlways hard working people and they
earned their money the hard way with their hands, 'y mother got
right out there and worked along with my father. Maybe that is
why she lost her health after raising us kids, In 1718 she ale
most died in the influenza epidemic and my paerents weni sll over
the state in order to eccape it, . After it was over, they ree-
turned back to our home town, Iy mother had some sort oi female
trouble when he she got to be past 50, On top of that she got
asthma and she had to have a couple of operations., ~fhe never was
too well from 1937 to the time of her death in 1940 from the
asthma,

"I think that one of the recasons why my dad was successful

as a farmer was that he had & pgood business head and he knew what

crops pald the most dividendgs: !He was always on the go and think-

ing of new types of & orops to expe iment with, !opst of the time
my father was casy golng and a sort of a good natured type. It
wasn't this way in the family aifaire thoush beenue he t nded to

be dominating like most of the issei, He used to have many arsu-




ments with my mother because che wasn't t

the whole my parents got dlong very well

real serilous arguments, v mother always

to give in and she didn't get stubborn af

Geiees
Al

a drinking or smoking 1 and he ‘'was extr

nt
Ld

lifes He never w out too much for soe

was tcoo busy working on the farm, He did

.

wany of the Japunese clubs in the are:

Japanese Association and the Iumanoto

ever went to the meetings thoughe
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[i"fc always ate Japunesc food at home an. we spoke Jap:nose

to our parsnts. Later one as we went to school we begen to use
more Inglish Sut not %oo michs Ve Just used it among ourselves
and we talked Jupunese o our parents, I didn't go to a Jupancse
laenguage school until I went to high school so I can't curry on

& Japcnese conversution now, I don't underst nd it very well
meither. My parenis were too busy to teach me the language and I
didn't have very nuny occosions to use it after I started my cwn

3 ] .
Hiiesd non
UL‘Q.L.AO-.S.

- 7

L:I started schoeol in the Barris grammar auhoolgput I dont't

rememuer much ol those deys since it wus many year: ago. /1 do
onber that there were a few other nlsei going to tnu{ school,
.t thot time there weren't as nany nisei children as there is now.
. < L suppore I am one of the older group and we are rather scu}:ce.>
7 never ocared much for eschool studics a@e all I wanted to do was
with the other kids, I {1t )d the third grade, I know
ere were & couple of other times that I failed
school wac located aboutl one mile from my home and
every days 411 of my pleaymates were Caucasians and I ﬁo&'\ L=
lleve I ever talked to the other nisel in that school., I wasn't
conecious that 4 was anydifferent from the rest of the kids and
1 was inclined to chum around with the less studious pupils, The
cther n.sel all studied hard so I didn't have any ococesion to want
to know them,
"iiter 1 wies in the mixth grude my fether built a home nesy
LIPOyO Grande and I sturted to attend school in that town. I beoe
came very qulet after that end that was because I was a stranger,

en 1 wae in the elghth grade 1 got interested in mechaniocal




things. I started to monkey around with watches about that time
and by the time I got out of the eighth grade, I was able to

take a watoh apart and put it together again., It was ~lso about
them that radio started to appear on the gmg;;;ﬁﬁfié:+%c. I was
interested in 1t right from the beginning and so I began to dabble
with 1t. I bousht a small home-made radio and I started to ex-
periment and bulld little radlos from then on,

"In high school T fook up the usual courses, “oclence and
math were my nmajor courses, I was earning my own spending money
by then by repalring the watohes of my friends, In my classwork
I was best in math and 1 used to beat everyone in that, I also
took some commerclal courses and this ocame natural for me too,

I got my best crade in these subjects, I didn’tloare very much
for fnglish and history.

"In high school I never weas mueh of an athletes The only

thing that I ever got recognition from ﬁas in the annual type-

writing contest. 41l of the schools sent the best typist to this
contest and I represented ny high sohools, 1 took third place for
acouracys The other niseil fellows went in mostly for sports but
there weren't many of them when I went to high school, For this
reason I had to mix mostly with hakujin students, I still had to
help out the folks on the farm so I didn't have too much time to
play. I didn't pal around with any special persoh, It wasn't
that 1 was shy but I was nore interested in mechanical things
which I eould do by myselfs 4 lot of the other fellows weren't
interested in the same thing as I was so I didn't join them too
muech, I had a regular worlk shop of my own at home and I spent a

great deal of my free time there tinkering with watoches and radios,




"Then I graduated from high school in 1730 I was already 20

years old because I had been kept behind a couple of tiﬂeéi] I

wanted to go into the wateh business right away and start a shop
of my own since I already had a long list ol outomers who were
used to coming to mee | My parents inslnted that 1 attend a watoh-
making school in “en Francisco for a year so I went there, I
didn't have any trouble at all in the watch making school and I
learned everything in six months instead of a year as the other
fellows requiredgj I had my own car at that time so I enjoyed my
experiences in San francisco greatly., I was boarding with a ar-
ried Caucasian couple during this time,

f:Lhile I was in fan Jrancisco I went tb visit the Japanese
sectlon a great deal and 1 made some friends there, I took an in-
terest inAtnnnis and I used to play a lot after school with some
nisei fellows 1 got to know, went to many movies during the
time I was there because this was the first chance I had to do
that. (I wes alwaye a movie fané} I didn't have any girl friend at

-

that time and I didn't know any of the nisei girls in “"an I'ran-

"After 1 finished the watch making school, I went back to ny
home town to start cut on my own, 1 started to look sround for a
good location for o jewelry s ope In the meantime 1 helped out
the folks on the farm, After about a month, I bought cut the home
town Jeweler who was a Caucasian and my folks gave me the money to
make the payments, ' It was just & small shop located in a drug
store but it was good enough for mes 1 had no trouble at all
getting business as 1 had fixed a lot of watches for my friends

for many years and they brought me all the trade that 1 could




handle,

"After I got a little experienced I found that wateh sales
were a little limited because the town people went to the two
larger cities nearby to buy a pgreater variety of watches, I found
that T was limited 1n buying my merchandise and throuch inexperie
ence I often got stuck with a lot of stoek which I couldn'd dis-
pose of very easily. I made plenty of mistakes during this time,
Tiowever, 1 was making good money in comparison to other nisei
fellows in the valley. About 95% of nmy customers were ~aucesians
and I never had any trouble with them, In spite of the fact that
I worked up to a net income of arcund {3500 a year in a period of
o or 4 years, I was not éntirely satisfied, This was during the
depresslion time too. lowever, my cxpenscs wera‘rather large as I
got married during this tima;

"I first met my wife inwwanta Barbara in 1932, It was love
at first sight so we deoided to get merried, Jesus, what a wed=
ding we hade. We had to go through all of the Jepunece forms for
the sake of our parents. The older nisel didn't think so much of
rebelling like the young kids do nowadays. e thouzht we had to
go through all of these forms beoause everyone else had done 1it,
ur wedding was held in a Buddhist church in San Luis Obispo be=
cause my wife was a Duddhist, e had to go through all of that
formal baishalunin stuff as that was about the only way nisel
could get married at that time, It was a pretty expensive thing
and my folks had to help me out on some of the bills, The Japane-

ese had the idea that you had to spend a lot of money at your

wedding to show that you were sucoessful in buainessi) e had to

invite all of our Japanese friends to the wedding and I also in-




vited all of my Caucasien friends, After the wedding we gave them
all a big dinner., I think we had to spend over 3000 Just for
this wedding., This 1s where all of my profits went, but we also
received a lot of gifts from friends because that was Japanese
style too, 7

"After our honeymoon we rented a home in Arroyo Grande., From
then on it was more and more éxpense for me as I soon had three
children, 4t first we lived near my shop. Ve both liked shows a
great deal so wc'uent quite often, %Ye aleo entertained a lot of
friends and they were mostly Caucasians, It was a little hard for
my wife at first because she didn't have so many Caucasian con=-
tacts in her home town and she wasn't used to it, I had gotten to
know most of my Caucasian friends through my school and business
contacts, Lortunately my wife had a very friendly personality so
that she soon got to know all of my yriends and she enjoyved it
quite a bit, ©She had an open personality while I was more re=
served in disposition,

"alfter I got married I had to work harder than ever in order
to inerease my business., Year by year it did improve. My famlly
and I lived a very good standard of living and we never had to
skimp or anything., Ve just spent what I earned and I didn't uant
my wife and children to lack for anything that they nee-ded., After
the children started to come, we moved to a much larger house,
Thenlas my income grew, we moved a couple of times more and each
time it was a better place. We had to get larger places as the

family was increasing,

"In 1935 we moved into a large place and we stayed there until

the evacuation, It was a brand new stucco house with 5 rooms. Ve




only paid {22 a month rent, believe it or not, I certainly wish

I had that place right nows Ve put in overlmaooo worth of furni-
ture in that new house to begin with and everything was quite
medern, I was also able to buy a new car and we felt that we were

living in olass,

[jhAbout 1036 the drug store wvhere my jewelry shop was located

moved to a new location, It was about then that I started to sell
and repair radioa, hen I did this, my income went even higher,

I had been keeping up my interest in radiq all along and I read
all of the latest radio magnzines in order to keep up with the
newcst developmente, I found redio work much more intriguing than
watch repairing so I began to spend more snd more time with 1it,

I found that raedio repairing and selling was much more profitable
than wateh repairing, The radio business kept inereesing all the
time as more and more people were tuying radios during this time,

"I decided that I needed a larger shop of my own so I finally
bought a grocery store, It was the oldest established Caucasian
grocery store in town and I thought I could handle it on the side
becsuse I had been good at the commercial courses in hich school,
I thought I eould run 1t along with my radio and wateh work, I
was the only nisei or Japanese business man in town during sll of
these years,

"Then I took the grocery store over, I expanded my radio
section much more and I gradually begun.to drop the wateh repair-.
ing works There was no other wetchmaker in town so that my former
customers tept on bringing their watches to me., I took them home
and fixed them at night, Irom then on, my annual income went on

up to ¥5000 net a year and my family was well offs DBy the time of




the war I felt quite prosperous and xzkm established for life,

"I didn't know a thing about the grocery business when I
started, but I soon learned. It turned out to be a successful
venture toos, The grocery store had been quite shaky when I first
took it over, but when I finally had to close it, it was one of
the busiest establichments in town, I made a pretty good margin
of profit because I bought my vegetables {rom my rlather and a few
other Japanese so that I didn't have to deal with the middle man,
llowever, as business inereased, I gradually bought most of my
produce rIrom the wholesale Caucasian firme, I did quite a busie
ness with one of the large Caucasian produce companies in Los
ingeles, After I got established in the grocery business, I
bouzht a lot of new equipment for the store in order to modernize
its I had my sister and wife help out and I hired one other
nisei in the store. I spent most of my time on the radio work and
I let the others take care of the grocery section,

"By the time the war broke out, I was ready to be on easy
street. My radio business had boomed way up all during this time,
I guess I was making anywhere from {5000-6000 clear a year and I
wae able to save quite a bit, During thic time it was my ambition
to get the exclusive rights to the Philco hadio agency but I was
not successful in this for a long time because another man in town
had 1t, Iinally in 1940 the Philco people asked me to take over

their agency in town so this ambition was realized., After that I

had tremendous radlo sales and my radio business more than tripled. k

"I got to thinking about then that radio business was the
best for me, It had the greatest margin of profit, The grocery

store was also doing o good business but it was taking a lot of my |




time and I began to debate on whether or not I should close 1t up

and devote my energy to radio sales and repalr exelusively., I vas
jusi getting ready to do this when the war changed everything
around, After the war started, all of the short wave radiox parts
hed to be removed from the enemy alien's sets, They had to turn
in the radios to the police station and the police sent them up to
my place to get the short wave removeds The first thing I knew I
had a whole store full of radioss I tock cut all of the short
waves and then réturned them to the Japanese customers. This was
aotually the first time in my life that I had any amount of busi-
nese dealings with the Japanese people, I found out then that I
gouldn't get along too well with them in business because they
were too eriticnl and I also learned that.I couldn't speak to them
in Japanese tco well since my language had gotten r:fher rusty
from not using it for many yearss Yes, life really did change for
me when the war broke outs, I never figured that anything like
this would happen,

"Before the war, I figured that I was well established and I
was making up my mind to go into radio work exclusively for the
greater profits, I was planning to become a permanent part of
that town and devote my time to bringing up my kids in the right
ways, I figured on sending them all through college and to glve
them the best of everything I possibly could. I had a life in-
surance policy for all of my kids which would mature in time for
them to go through college with, I had been paying shead on the
premiume and that was taken care of for five or six years ashead,

I also was putting quité a bit of money into the bank so that I

had a feirly ocomfortable recerve fund for my family,




"The reason why rny wife and I were safinc our money wasthat
we were planning to buy our own home, Ueveral times we even went
as far as to draw up the building plans and have all of theesti-
nates made, We would have built @ home in the spring of 1042 if
the war did not come along, I was well established in town and I
thought I had no worries at all for the future, I was a member
of the town's business men's olub and I was the only nisei in it.
I never had any disoriminations in business against me and I got
along well with most of the business men, The reason for that was
I had grown up with a lot of them and these fellows had talken over

their father's business after finishing school, I felt I was

quite accepted there and everyone knew me, The town only hed a

population of around 1200 and the people were all friendly. It
never occurred to me to think of the situation of the other Japune
ese beoause I wasn't particularly awnre thot Lhéy had any special
problemss I thousht thet the Japanese in Canta Maria valley es-
pecially were doing quite well in farming and a lot of families
were pretty rich, I knew that the nisel in Los ingeles werehave
ing a little harder time but I thought it was because of the de=-
pression, I didn't understand that the nisei had limitations in
looking for a job.

"I didn't have the ooccaslon to have too many contacts with
other nisel because I didn't deel in business with them. Tlowever,
my wife and I were charter members of the Can Luis Obispo chapter
of the JACL, Our contacts with the other Japanese were very lie
miteds U@ entertained Caucasiaen friends mostly at our dinner and
card parties, I was a member of a card elub in town and we used

to get together about 2 or 3 times & week, Ve would take turns




being the hoets, Iater on it got to be more of a poker club, My
wife belonged to a couple of clubes in town because she was the
mother of several children, Once in a while we made trips to los

Angelen and ocoa%ionally we would vieit my wife's folks in Guadae

lupe, That was our only rcal conneotion with the Japanese cormue-

nity and even then my wife's folks didn't mix too much in the
Japanese society., Often in the sumer time we went out on pienioes
with our Caucasian friends, I was gquite happy in that life and I
didn't have any worries at all, except business worries, Ve had

nice home, we ate good food, we attended a lot of parties, we
had an opportunity to travel, our soccial relationshpps with the
Cauouaslans were good, our children were starting to get a good
education, and I had a very good business, Ve dldn't lack a thing
in the way of oomfort,

" "In fact, I was so complacent about everything that I was
already looking forward to a life of ease when I retird. I was
unware of any political asctivities because those things did not
interest me, Once in a while I heard telks of war, but I never
dreamed that Japen and imerica would mo to war, I thousht that
there was a chance of Ameries going to war against Germany after
1739, but it never ocourr«d to me that Japan might be included
tooe, Ve were jJust living our own lives in a small town and every=
thing seemed to be running smoothly, We didn't take pert in any
of the church activities since my wife and I had_dirferent baglt=
grounds, Neither of us thought ahout‘religion soriously. Ve
never made our kids go to church and they only started to go to
the Buddhist churéh aiter they were evacuated to the assembly

center, There were a few other Japanese living in town but we




didn't have any contacts with them, Ye didn't attempt to avodd
them but our paths did not oross, The same thing was true for the
large number of Japanese farmers who lived in the surruuwdinc
areas, It was a rich farming community and the Japanece farmers
outnumbered the Caucasian farmers, My family didn't have very much
to do with them as these Japanese farmers hardly ever traded with
me. They patronized the larger Japanese stores in fanta Marie
mostly.

"All of my peaceful life was suddenly disrupted by the war
and it only took overnight to do it, I was in Los ingeles on Pearl
Larbor day with my dad and brother, Ye were sitting in a Japunese
rocord store, getting some Japanese reccrds for ny dad when the
news of the Pearl Harbor attack blast over the radio., I only
heard a part of 1t and 1t just didn't register in the minds of
any of us, I wasn't sure of what 1t was all about and I didn't
believe that 1t was true, We had the impression that it was only

a radlo play when we started home in our car. I turned the ocar

radio on and it was then that we really realized that Pearl Harbor

had been attacked and that 1t was not a plays The whole thing
took me completely by surprise end I just couldn't believe a thing
like that vas possible, 1 4idn't know vhat to think or say.

"I had no gmmediate fears at that time as I couldn't imagine

it would affeet me very much, My dad was just as surprised
as I was and he just wouldn't believe it, "hen he finally resrle
ized that 1t was true, he thouszht thut if the United "tates de=-
elared war that Japan would not be able to last very long, He
didn't think that Japan was strong enough to attaclk and deieat a

powerful nation like imerica, ‘then he left Japan, it had been a
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backwérd country and he didn't think that Jepan was strong enough
to ever bottle such a powerful country as asmerica, Ile thought
thet Pearl Harbor had been bombed by some madman in the Japunese
Lsrmy and that the Jupanese goveemnent really knew nothing about
it, x& Dad had a strong sentimental attachment for Japan, but he
didn't know anything about the politiecs, e was quite worried
because he didn't like the idea of Japan {ighting the "nited “tates |
He always tried to think of imerica as his home but he knew that
he would be in for a hard time, Ve talked about it all the way
home but we didn't get stopped once,

[;QZthcught that it would only be a very short war and Japan
would be licked in short notice, I had no sympathy for Japan as
I had never seen it, I didn't even think of the poesiblility that
the nisel would fall under susplecion at all, Qt that time it didn't
occur to me thet my business would be affeoted bvecause I knew all

of my Caucasian friends were life-}jong friends and that they would

not turn against me in spite of any nu%;] I was justified in this

opinion as they did stick by me later ons It was only the out-ofl-
town hakujin who aroused all oi that anti«Japenese reeling in
California, I didn't lose any of my old customers after the war
started, but a few of the newcomers in town got distinetly cooler
tovards me,

"My immediate reamction that day 'as more for personal things
and I thought I weuld be drafted very quickly. I was rather bee
wildered by the suddenness of the whole thing. vhen I got home my
wife was very excited because she had heard over the radio that
some Jap had been killed on the high”éy and she thought that it

might have been me, It was g great relief for her to see in all




in one plece and we immedliately started to talk about the war and
how 1t would e.fect us, I was a little worried that my bucsiness
relationships might be aiffected, but in the days that followed
nothing happened, DPusiness kept on as usuml and the war did not
seen to alffeoct 1t at all, I was more worried about the draft but
4 thought 1 would get an exemption for a while as I hud © kids and
the Army was not figuring on taking pre«learl Harbor fathers at
‘that time., I did have to give up any ideas of expanding my busie
ness because I wasn't sure about anything.

"in a few weeks all of the issei had thelr money frozen and
many of them had been interned. !y father had all of his money de-
posited in a Japanese benk and it was all frozen, !y brother had
two farms of his own and he took over most of the responsivility

ol looking after dad. The property had been put in his name many

years before, My other brother had been suffering from poor h-alth

since 1901 so that my brother with the farm looked after hinm tco,
This sick brother was in a sanatarium or a number of years snd he
was a Neavy financial burden on the folks. It cost a minimum of
©0 a week to keep him in that sanatarium, He was still there
when the war broke outs 4<his brother is siill in Calilfornia but
we don't pay for any of his expenses nows, <“he "RA has taken over
this responsibility. PDad end my brother had to pay right up to
the time of evecuation, Dad vas pretty well established after all
of those years of work on the foerm so that I did not have to sup=-
port him at all, He had done very well on his farm and he had a
number of successful orops so that he had plenty to retire on, [For
a while we thought thet he would never get any of his f'ppzen money

back but t:0 greater part of it has been released to hin now,




Fortunately my ded did not have any Japanese bonds, He didn't
believe in buying any kind of stocks as he was very much opposed
to gambling of any types

"Even when the first Japanese were ovacuated from around
“eattle and some of the defense zones in southern California, I
wesn't worried about being removed myselfs I kept right on with
my business, but some of my ereditors began to demand ocash as they
thought that even the nisei would eventually be eveocuated, iround
Merch the rumors of complete evocuation got pretty strong, By the
time the official notices ceme, I was convinced that ev~cuutioﬂ
would hit me so I started t- dispose of my Bdsiness, T ruess T
was pretty disappointed by the whole thing and I didn't see how 1t
cculd possibly heppen., It was more like a dream than anything
else,

"I couldn't find a buyer to take over my store so I started
to sell everything at a discount, All of my competitors and the
grocery merchants in town bought me out at wholesale prices so I
didn't lose enything, In fact, 1 had bought & great deal of my
stock on a rising market so when I sold it to the other merchants,
the wholesale prices had gone way up and I actually made a little
proiite I didn't have any trouble disposing of the lease on my
grocery store as the owner was & life-time friend of mine. 1
wanted to sell all of the Qquipment so 1 closed the store on March
9le 4fter selling the grocery merchandise out at a big diseount,
I sold the store fixtures, Thie wae my greatest lcoss as I had to

sell it et a fraction of the original cost to the next door butcher,

I Tigured that 1 had lost about {1000 on my store fixtures even

with the depreciation velu s deduocted,




"As for my radio testing equipment, I stored it in the base-
ment of the town bakery as the owner was a friend of mine, I
didn't want to sell nmy watch repalring tools either scv I stored 1t
#ith some of my Caucasian friends, I stored cll of my best furni-
ture with my friends and I Just left the rest of 1t right in my
home. The only thing we so0ld of our household goods was the plano,
I si - ned my car over to one of my life~time friends and I told him
that he could use it until I came back or if I wanted to sell 1it,
He 1s still using my car now and I am thinking of selling it sinoce
I won't get baock to California for quite a while, Oricinslly I
thought th:t L would be cone for several months at the nost. My
car waos in firet olass condition as I had completely overha.led

and painted it about emonth before evacuation was announced. FHad

. I known that we were golng to be evacuated I certainly wouldn't

have had my carx overhauled at that time,

"By the greatest stretoh of my imegination, I only anticlipated
being gone from town for a year at the nost before I could go baok
ond start over, I didn't think I would have any difficulty in
doing that becouse I knew ny former cutoners would come baolk,

yﬂuriness must ¢ertainly be good back there now and I suppcose that

my greatest loss was in the fact that I wasn't there to enjoy 1t,

There is no way of figuring out my lose in good-will end business
possihilities. That's where the evacuation hit me the hardest, I
was nmaking a net income of over {5000 a year before I left and the

loss of that was quite a blow to me.;x

"For that reason I didn't like the 1dea of evacuation at all,

O

I didn't see how the Army could evoouate a mass of people like

that, especlially whoen 1t included nisoi who were american eitizens,
1




I didn't think there was any danger of sabotage rroiiuny of the

Japanese in California and this was only an excuse.(_I think that
the whole evacuation was reelly unnecessary. It was caused by a
bunch of politics in Celilornia end I didn't think it was a mili=-
tary necessity at all, It was Just a group of selfish people who
were after our money and businesses and they were the cnes who
wanted to get us out the most because they didn't like our compe=
tition, I oouldn't imagine the issel as being dangercus to this
oountr} as they had always been law-abiding and very fow Japanese
had ever been sent to prison for coxm;tting erimesy I felt that
the Army could take care of any dangerous ones, and a lot of the
‘iasei haed already been interned,

"There was a lot of talk about the possibllity ol invasion
but I eouldn't see how the Jupanese army could ever do this, "hen
the Japanese submarine bombed the coast along vanta Barbara just
before evacuation that raised a lot of excitement and the people
thoucht sure that the invasion was coming. I vlwaye had the ldea
that the {enta Barbara bombing might have been done by one of our
own American submarines becsuse of political reasons, It might
have been a put-up Jjob in order to convince the country that the
evacuation was Justified as o military necessity.

"4ltho I felt badly about the loss of my business, I did
turn against America at all, I blamed Japan for the war, but
also bitter because the government treated us so unjustly and it
cqst me my liifework which had taken 12 years to build ups, It come
pletely disrupted my life and even now the pleces are not allogeter
yets but as far as loyalty and patriotism was concerned, it didnt't

change at all as this was the only country that I knew. I r alized




that the president and a lot of government officials had been
fooled by the pressure groups in California to remove us and that
made me sores Some of those California groups were tasking advane
tage of the war to persecute us becsuse they never did like the
Japanese in California. This was particularly tmue of the Hearst
papers and the American Leglon, They were always talking about
Ameriea for the while people only and I thought they were crazy
because I belleved that true iAmericanism was 1in the heart and not
in the color of the skin, I Jjust took most of these things for
granted and I figured th t everyone else thought prettiy much the

came way, I didn't think that the pressure groups would ever come

pletely fool the American publie that Ouuily;:1

"1 begen to feel a lot oloser to the other Yapunese people in
the valley about the time of evaouation as I had $o make nmore cone
tacts with them, I felt that we were all in the same boat together
gince wexdA were all being eveouated and we had all of the same
problems, [or that reason, I began %o see much more of them than
ever before, 'hen I saw so many of the Japanese people suifering
like that and losing everything that it had taken a lifetime to
build up, 1t made me ancry to think that such a thing could heppen
in this country, I really was dicappointed in smerioca, I didn't
think that there was much use in making personal protests because
the odds were too great and the feeling wes rising agalnst us on
account of the war., Any volce of protest would be like a voice in
the wilderness and the public temper was not favorable to listening,

"I didn't like the ideca of & war at all beosuse 1t did change
everything in our lives, "hen the time came for evacustion, I

8till thought that it would be a short war and I didn't see how




i

Japan had kept going for the four months that it did at that time,

Japan was winning a lot of viectories but I had no fear that Amerioca
would be defeated. This country was caucht unprepared and I knew
that Japen would not have much of & chance once the Army and Nevy
got started agoinst them, DPut I didn't have very much hope for my
ovn personal future as I had to take things as they came and I
couldn't make my own deecisions because of the evacuation, One of
my real bLig lears was that my kids would not have a good .a chance
as they deserved, I waz financlally fixed so I knew that I could
takke care of my family for several years without having any inocome
at all, I had hopes that the war would be over and forgotten by
that time and I would be reestablished all over again,

"y wife's folks evaouated with my family, but I had to stay
behind for 10 days. I was coming down with German measles so that
the WCCA offlce slapped me in quarantine at the town hospital,
This made it pretty hard for my wife as she had to take care of
ell of the last minute deSails as well as look after the & childe-
ren, t was quite 2o problem for her and she had to pay all of the
last minute bills and dispose of things I had not already taken
care ofs "hen I was well, I was given a ticket on the Greyhounnd
bue end told to report to the Tulare assemhly Center, I evaocuated
myself without any escort. I felt sort of funny as I was tho last
cne out of that distriet. Nobody pald any attention to me on the
trip out to camp, I just sald good=bye to a few of my lifeelong
friends and they assured me thet I would be back very soon. Nobody
was curious about me on the bus and I wesn't asked any questions,

"hen I got to tho town of Tulare, I thought that somebody

would be walting for me to take me to comp, I hung around the




depot for a while and then wendered around the town, MNobody even
did as much as take a second glance at me., I got impatient bee
cause I didn't know what I was supposed to do next, Iinelly I
showed my ticket to the train agent and he phoned to the ussenbly
camp and they sent a car alter me, It was only a I'ew blocks away

and I oould have wallked to the camp myself.

"I had been feeling fine up to then but as I went through the

gates I suddenly pot a very depressed feeling and I felt like e
prisone®, There were guards at the gate and it was all fenced in,.
The barracks all looked dirty and I hated to think of having to
llve there for any length of time, This was the start of my Tulare
life in a concentration camp, I could have escaped so easily if I
didn't have a family that was walting for me. There was withing
to provent me from buying a train tioket out of town to the unree
stricted zones, I didn't even think of it though as I didn't vant
to break any laws, DBut when I saw camp for the first time, 1t was
depressing and my morsle sunk wey down, I wanted to seem ny fa=
mily right away in order to f£find how they were making out,

‘fy fanily had done very well without me and my wife had the
barrack fairly well arranged, I had to take oare of some of the
detulls which she could not hundle, After I got my fanily settled,
it was not sc hard and my morale came up a little, 4t least I
oould console myselfl by 'mowing that I would have some sort of
fanily life, 4t firet 1t was a little hard for my wife to take

are of all the children and try to get them things they had been
used to back home., e didn't have any furniture at all so I ore
dered a clothes closet and some other thinss, I didn't build too

meh furniture at all as 1 was able to send for a few of our bee




longinge baok home, I ordered a card table and chairs and my wife
made curtains for the apartment, A4ll of our shelves were nade I'rom
the old boxes whieh I pgathered from arcund the mess halls, I had
to buy a new radio when I was in ocamp es back home I only had a
bi: console radio and it was too bulky to take to camp,

'‘After a short time I decléed to @o to work in radio i I
could but I didn't know il there were any possibilitlecs for 1t in

campe It v ard to get vork in oamp at Tulare as|a certain

group had control over everything and they gave the good jobs to
thelr friends, Thery told me if I wanted to work right away, I
would have to start in the mess hall or &s a common labowor'on
construction crewse I took the job on the construetion orew and I
handled a pick and shovel for the first time in years, < It was very
hot during those days but I didn't mind it at first as I had not
done hard work like that for years and I thought 1% would be good
for me, I wasn't able to do this too long beecuse it vas too
toughs \ I got a Job in the recrection department next., I took care
of the public address systen for the tulent shows and things like

that, The highost Job I could get in that department wes to opers

a A
the moving plecture ,rojoctor.\

e

"A friend of mine was t king care of electrical appliances
he wvanted me to open up & radio repair shop in cemp, I applied

T

this Job and on the basis of my experience I got it, Ior the

next few monthe I did this work for 712 a month. Ue repaired all
of the radios free of charge and weXx elso took care of the sound
system in cemp, There was nothing exeiting cbout this work altho

once a rumor went around that we were vutiing in short wave syse

tems for the peoples I never saw any short waves in ceemp while I




wus there,

"I didn't toke too much part in the other activities of the
camp, I went to seme of the dunces ad a number of private pare
tiess I had my own publioc address syctem and I loaned 1t out to
mess hall dances free of charge so thot I got free admission to a
lot of priv:te affalrs in this way, Other times I played cards
quito a bit with the fellows I knew, Someti es we had poker
sessions whioch lasted half the night. I never did do n@ch reade
ing as my wife took chre of most of this, <or a while I did fix
a few watohes for my frilends in ocamp, ost of my watoh repair
tools were in storage back home but 1 sent for some of theme I
didn't charge the government for the use of my radio ropair tools
elthers T really thought it wvas amusing that I would be work ne
for (12 a year after all t'iose yoars in hisiness of iy owne

'I didn't have many nisel frienis from bofore but I made a
lot of new friends while I was in cemp, " I dldn't have any parti=-
cular trouble i) mixing with them altho the nisei tended to stlek
to thelr own group. I didn't aseociate with the issei at all as
I eouldn't speak their language, ‘hen I went on radio repair jobs
to thelr apartnents, I spoke in Inglish to the issei and they
secmed to understand, I didn't have to talk to them very much as

there was no charge and they couldn't complain when the wor: was

being done for nothing, I made ny assistant do most of the talke

e
inz as I Just couldn't do it well and I cpuld hardly understand

what the isesei said,
"In spite of thece diffioulties I didn't feecl exaotly like a
» - g 5 i i al 1 1 L/I/
stranger. I certainly did miss my friends from baok home tho,.

Quite a few came to visit us on week-ends and this vas usually the




high point of the week's cotivities, 4 lot of the nisei I knew
in camp were just casual rriends, I wanted to get to know them
well as I had nothing egainst thenm since I was one of the group
myselfs, My wife mixed in much better than I did, “he could speak
Japanese fairly well so that che got acauainted with sverybody at
our block mess hall, |

"My children had never played with nisei chlildren before, hut
they soon got in with their own li'tle groupes and after thet they
began to stay out all hours just to play, My wife and I knew
thet this camp life would be harmful for the children if we come
pletely neglected them so we made thenm eat with us at the mess
hall in order to teach them the prop r table etiquette, Ve miinX -
didn't want them to learn a lot of bad habits by going all around
without any parental supervision,

[le thought that the focl in canp was pretty t-rrible and I

could not blame my three children for comglainin;:1 The longer I

~

stayed there, the more unjust I thoucht the who]ﬁ‘tvinw was, But
I tried to £1it in as best as 1 coculd since there was no other
choice, 7There was no politiocal sotivity at all in our assembly
center since the Army controlled everythin: and the people did not
have any voice, For this reason there was not any use to have a
nisel organization to dicseuss sur probvlems, The nisel woere not
interested in such problems anyvay,.

"It was my impression thet the administrution was very cood,
We heard a lot of rumors about the “od administration and graft in
the other camps but we A1dn't have anything like this so we had no
cause for complaint, The edministration sympathized with the

people and they went out of thelr way to make us as comfortable




as possible, I made a number of friends amon: the appo nted pere
sonnel but we did not mix t- o much socially,

"I still did not hold anything sagainst this country for move
ing us &ll out like thet and I became more resigned to the situa=
tions I realized thet Calillfornia was the only state with attitudes
like thet, The rouson for this was beccuse of the Hearst papers
vhich never stopped eccusing us of false charges. I thought then
that naybe we would be a long time in camp, I didn't like this
at all, but 1t looked like the of the war was a long time

1
ava¥Ye I Just tried to get along with the minimun of things as I
realized that we would have to move sgain,

"The rumors started to go around thet we were going to be
sent to Arizona next, Nobody knew for certain and the rumors went
around for u couple ol weeks and it was on everyone's tongue, I
was hoping thut we would be sent to Tule Lake as 1 figured that
it would not be too lar away and we would =till be in California,
I didn't like the idea of going out of the state as this would
make things kind of definite and we would feel that we really had
been kicked out. Towever, there wasn't any choice for us about
what "Rs ocanp we wanted to goe VYhen it was announced that we

didn't have any great reaction

were going to be sent to Gilg,

one way or the othe:r, There wasn't any way out of the situation
gince we were not given any aelternatives, The Japanese people
began to pass around all sortes of rumecrs about the smakes, scor=-
pions and heat in Arizona and a lot of people in my block made a
péfttion %o ask the Army 1f they could not remain at Tulare, 4ll
of us wanted to =ztay in Tulere and we dreaded the idea of ~oing

to Gila, But when the firset group started to leave, the people




all wanted to go there so t at they could stiok together as one
EToUD.

ﬁ:;l was really disgusted when I got to Gila, It was nothing
but a decert and everything was so dusty., The camp looked so
prinitive and we felt pretiy wéll cut off from everythling, Ivery-
thins was confusion when we arrived, The buggece lot was an enpty
bldck which was covered with dust so that all of our clothes in

the bags were practically ruined, This dust vas so sof't that we

would sink in with every step.t]‘v wife had taken the three child-

ren to one of the front cars aid I had to be on one of the back
cars since I was a ocar saptain, “That is why I didn't get to Gila
until much later since my wife had been noved by the trueck first,
When I got to Gila my wife had arrived there several hours earlier,

It took us or 6 hours to get moved that 15 miles from Casa

-

Grande to the camp since the truelk hud to go baok and forth, It
was stiflins hot but none of the people were allowed to get oif
the train,

"In Gila we had no choice in housing ae other Japanese were
coming in every dey. It got so crowdsd that a lct of fanilies
had t¢ double up, {ortunately my wife and family got u‘separute
apartment but it was lccoted in one of the hottest spots in camp,
We figured that we would be 1n Gila permanently for the duration
80 we began to fix our apartweat up much better than we had at
Tulares I stole lunber along with other people so thut I could
bulld the benches and table, My wile orde.cd material for cure
teins, awling for the uindows and other thinge like that in order
to make living more comforteble for us, I purchosed a cooler

from fears Lioebuck Co, so that we would not roast to death, I was




fortunate in being able to buy & new one for less than .00, Aafter
Cears loebuck ran out of the coolers, the people in cemp were pay=-
inz 70 and {80 for a fan, I found out that some Caucasians in
Arizona had bought the supply of coolers out, 4 man cume to camp
in a trucik londed witn these coolers and he sold the ldentical

fen that I had ior 20 %o other people for {70 and {80, Later on
the adninistration found out asbout this and they made the man give

refund of {30 to +4C for each ian, snccording to the celling

price. 'The only trcudle was that a lot of the families did not

save thelr receipts so that they were out of luck,

\v"“e didn't have any privacy at all in our apartment and I

did not think this was 8o good for our childyanrl I bought some
sheeting muterial end I was uble to partition our room up into 2
small bedrooms and a living room., e ordered quite a few things
from the mail order ocompany in order to complete our household,
We also sent for some more of our clothing and other necescsities
from back home, I was expecting to get a whole box of canned
goode from my former grocery store but somebody switched the boxes
and we were cent a o:se oi noodles instead, That was the last
thing we wanted because we were getting plenty of noodles in camp,
I olso sent for my electric hot-plate so that we could cool little
enacks at home {or the children and also for company s

"iith the left-over lumber 1 built a nice big porch in the
front of our apartment so that we could =it out there duwrin. the
hot evening. Later on we put in a lawn, +“e had some trouble
with our next door neighbor becasuse he iniringed upon our propers$y
and this burnt my wife up because she vanted the space for a gar=

den, ~ome people 1in camp were certainly greedy and they vanted




everything for thenselves,

"ifter everything was rixed up at home, I went to look for a
Jobe 4again, I had some difficulty in finding work as the good
Jobs were monopolized by the first-comers, "hile we were in
Tulure we had been told that we were going to be given spproxie-
metely our same Job in thé "Ri genter, but I found out differently
when I got there, The employment oflicer was too busy to look
after all of the job situation so that some of the niseil inter-
viewers gave their friends the best jobs, The employment officer
finally told me that there was an openéng for a typevriter repair
man, I took this job temporary in the high schcol department,

There weren't too many typewriters in camp so I wasn't very busy,

[}; little leoter the adult education department storted to

look for a radio instruotor, 1 cocpcrated with them so I began

to teach radio about $'wree sveninge n week besides fixing the
typewriters, I hnd a nice orowd of enthusinstic boys who were
interested in learning about radioe so that T enjoyed this expere
ifence, I did this combination of work until the end of the scemes=
ter in January, 1“43;]

"After that I had an opportunity to become the manager of the
repulr department for the Cemmunity ~nterprises, I had quite a
difficult time petting it orcanized., My Tirst job was to get the
watch repair shop started, It took me a long time to find the
right man to do thi: wcrx.‘ 7e had to build all of the benches and
fizx up the shop ourselves, 1 cculd only Cind one man In camp with
his watoh repairing tools 8o I hed t¢ -ive him the job, later I

sent bac!t home for some of my weteh repuiring toocls and 1 loaned

this cguipment to Comunity "nterprises,

&
\
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"The dust and heat in cemp had ruined many a watch so that
we got more work than we could handle in the watch shop, e Tre~
paired them at cost and we only charced one dollar for a oleaning
jobe A4fter ihis shop became successful, I began to fix up a
radio repair shiop in the same room, Dusiness was very brisk and

we Peully earned our 19 a month, 7The only difficulty was that

we were unable to get the righit kind oif radio tubes to satisfy all

of the customers, ‘e only charged lecs than hrlf of what 1t would
have cost on the outside. 4“his money was turned over to the Com-
munity interprise and we only got out Wii weges out of it,

"Ginece I was the manager of the shop I had another young
nisel fellow act as the radioc repair man and he went around to
the verious Larracks to fix radio sets, He was able to make quite
a bit of money on the side but I didn't insiet that he turn it in
to Community. Enterprise, 1here vere nany evacuees who brought
their radios to my apurtuent to get fixed, I never charged them
anything for thies work but sometimes they insisted on giving me
small tips.s It would have taken them ¢ times as long to get .
their radio fixed through the radio shop, 20 I felt juetified in
taking these tips, I usually gave 1t all to my three children,
Before the war I used to make more in one day than I did in the
whole month in camp for doing the same work,

"about this time I got an idea that I wanted to make a little
quick money so I thought I would go to the camouflape net factory
for u while, I gol & chance to go work in the warehouse group so
I took it., It was very hard work snd it took me quite a while to
get used to it, e had to press uand make those bails and then

load them on to the truckss I nude quite a bit of money oconpared




compared to the Ii wages, Wl o leot of 1t was deducted for the
net trust fund and taxes, I made about {212 in all for the 15
days of work, 7Then they sterted to olose up the factory because
the net controet with the .rmy was enmded. This was near the end
of May, I enjoyed ny haxd work there ss it was something real,

I was sorry that the feectory was ocloeing up as I wanted to make
more money there, but I did not get this dance,

"Asfter this job, I got a jJob es an electrieéian for the camp.
I had to take care of the electrical troubles for the whole center,
Ve even had to repalr the power line occasionelly. It was some=
thing a little differcnt for me and I learned quite a bit. About
sugust, 1740, I decided that I wanted toc resettle becsuse 1 was
getting a 1little tired of the camp life,

"My soocial 1life in Glla was not quite es interesting or as
varied as ny works, I nad. sorme nevw Iriends and we spent most of
our evenings playing cards. I alsc went %o & number of dances and
privage parties with ny wife. The sooiel life in Gile was about
the same as it was in Tulare, <here were many block parties and
since I had the public addreuse system yet, I nanagcd to get ine
vited to many of these funotions, 4t other times, I epent a lot
of my leisure moments experimenting with radio. “ome of the issel
wanted me to put in short wave systems for them but I refused to
do this, I know that there woere a few short waves in ocamp, but I

never located them myself,

mrOne nisel ordered s new. radio irom lontgomery Yard and it

got through the internal security inspection, Vhen he got 1t he
found it had a short wave set on it, He brogght the radio to my

apartment and asked me to take the short wave out for him, Some




issel heard about it and they tried to get me to install the short
wave in their radio but I destroyed the parts so that I wouldn't
have to turn them down ¢ontinually, I heard that some of the
issei in Camp I had short weve sets and this was where most of the
rumors started from regurding contaots with Japan broadcasting
stations, The i1 came into ocanp a couple of times and they
cheoked up with a few of my friends about short wave dut they
never quectioned ne, ~ome o. the administration people had short
wave themselves and thls gight have been where the rumor of Japan
broadocast sturted from, I fixed some radios for my Caucasian
friends and they all had short w:oves,

"Lile at Glla became pretty routine after being there for
some months, I had to go to church -a few times as 1 took care of
the sound system for the Christian church, !y wiie sent the
children to the Luddhist church because she had been brought up
as a Puddhist, I didn't nind it at all because I didn't parti=
cularly believe in any religion, +~ack home we didn't have a
Buddhist church in town, My ulle wanted her children to know a
little bit about her religion so I couldn't objeot about that, I
didn't think 1t would influence nmy children's thinking to more
Japanese ways anyway. I really dldn't know what they taught in
the Buddhist church but I did not think 1t was harmiul to my
children while in camp as long as the religion taught them to be
good and hongst,

"Two of my older glrls were going to school in camp and the
youngest wes in kinderguartens I knew that it was only a make-

shift sohool and I worried for ¢ while about my children's proper

education, Gradually the school system became more satisfaotory.




I heard that the rating of the Gila school measured up fairly weil
to the rest of the Arizona sohool system, but it ocould hardly have
reached the California standard, The school department had diffi-
culty in getting encush Caucasian teuchers, I think mahy of the

teachers
Caucasian mmkmakx just couldn't stand the hardship of teaching

J
there and they just quit, I realized that my ohildren wouldn'i
got a good an education as on the outside and that bothered my
wife and myself at times, However, my ohildren were only in the
lower grades and by that time there was some hope of eventuelly
getting out of camp, We tried to train our children to behave
properly in all aspects of living because there was so much of a
tefidency for youngs children in eamp to go unsupervised, The bige
gest problem was on whether we should allow them to eat with thelir
little friends all of the time, Iy wife and I decided not to let
the children do thies toc often as they would forget their table
menncers,

"My youngest girl always used to ask us to  bagk to our
white house in our hom~ town and it was difficult io answer her,
We just hed to tell her that some day we would g» buck. It was
hard when they asked questions like this, <ometives the children
ag my wife why we wore moved from Califormia snd it was hard to
explain to them, ¢Cnce ny oldest daughter wanted to know il we
were going to be sent to Japean, Thesc were the most difficult
times for me and I couldn't snswer them A finitely except to say
that scme day we would all oo back to Culifornia to the life we
had before. I nover liked it when thess 'why' questions were

asked as I didn't know what to say. Ve would just tell the ohilde

ren the newe of our home town when we got letters from friends,




"I also thought at tines that it was too bHnd thut my children
did not have the Cauonsiun contacts in the regular school, but I

tnew that 1t would not be for all the time, I didn't want my

children to grow up with the feeling of inferiority to the white

peoples They were still under 1l years of apge so I thought Xka I
would be able to get them bnek to a more normal life before they
were influenced too much by camp life, Ly this time I had doubts
about returning to Califoinia for a long time as the feeling hmug
aga. nst us had not diea down too much, In fact, it had inoreased
after we left Galifornia,‘

"Iy wife and I had few tensions in cump and we did not have
any strong arguments like a lot of other families did, vy wife
didn't like the 1dea of being in a cemp, but she got used to it.

I went to Poston once to visit my fautherex "hile I was there I met
an old issel family friend and he liked the idea of ounp life as
the government provided everything, +“he nisel couples were not
like thet at all, They were more impatient and rectless. My ded
enjoyed Foston just because he could do ell of the fishing that he
wanted to de and it was just like retiring to e life of ease for
him, The young people still had their lives to live shead of them
and they didn't want it to be in the middle of a de:sert,

"I think my wife had a grest deal of difficulty in adjusting
herself to the condition of cemp life for a long time as the house=
keepin: racilities were not whai she had been used to, But she
did manege to mix with the people much esnsier than I did since her
mother was there and she knew more of the people {rom belore,

"The reglstration for the «rmy in ebruary, 1049, was about

the only thing whieh broke the routine of lire in camp, It was




wd] -

too easy to slip inte the voutine 1life there and forget about the

outside., | The registrotion didn't affedét me very much altho a lot
of people were grectly disturbed about it, I dida't fo to any of
those public meetinge as there was no question about how I would
registers, I enswered 'yes'tc both 27 and 28 and my wife did the
same thlﬁﬁ.-l

"The registration 4id make me stop to think that there was a
great deal of resentment aguinst the government by the people in
camps Thers were a fow pro-Jepan people there and they influenced’
a lot of the people who would hrve answered 'yes' if thes had not

all
been so aroused by these cgitct-rss I didn't know n.;hg/the pro=
Japan individuals were, but I was acquainted with a couple of
thems, I talked to them a few times but I found that it was no
use arguing with them as they were stubborn and set in their ways
of thinkins, I tried to keep away Tron them as much as poscible
after I found out their type of thinking, A lot of the kibeil
algned up for a segregation camp because they felt they had been
kicked out of the United Ctates srmy after the wer sterted and
they said they were not wanted here ENYMOre .,

"Many of the issel who went to Tule Lake were rather bitter
ageinst the United Ctates because they had lost -their life earne
ings and they did not sec & ehruce for themselves in this country
any mores They thoucht that their c¢hildren would have more of a
chanoe to be nocepted as egquels 1n Japar <hey thought that Japan
wanted them to zo baok there, My Ri% 7 that they were doing
wrongz and they were being minsled, T thousht thet they would have
even less of a chenee to pot boek on their feet in Japen., I felt

sorry for the niseil children whose purents signed up fop repatriae-




tion as I knew that they would have a difficult time ever getting

adjusted to life in Japen, when and if they are ever sent back,
"It locked to me like the draft was getting near but I was

willing to take my chunces, I didn't even consider volunteering

as I had O ohildren that I was responsible for, I wes already

very tired of camp life but I had no deiinite plans for recettle=

ment then, I felt I was micsing so many things that I

joyed prior to evacuations, %he dust storms in camp wlways got me

down and there were many other incomveniences which irritated me,

I missed the good food and all of the movies I hoed been used to

back homes I didn't enjoy the plotures Iin camp as the

tem was terridble, I only went a occuple of times to the

theatro for the movies, ‘ihe main thing thut.irritated e was

[}

lack of privacy. I felt therc was much too much gessiping going

on in our bloeck and the people talked about everybne,

| "Being isolated completely among the Japenese people was

another point which disturbed me, I knew that I was one of them
but I hed different ways, I missed my former Cuscasian contaocts
and the home life 1 had enjoyed befores It was too much of a
contrast for me as all of my iriends were Caucasians before the
evacuation, In my work I felt at a disadvantage too as I could
not speak Japanese fluently. I often wished that I could speak
their langu.ce better, I would have been able to muke nuhy more

friends 1in thie uuy: 1

l:“: the summer of 1740 went on, iL got to a point where my
few friends vwere resettling quite rapidly. I felt thet if I did
not hurry up and leave, I would hnot have any friends left in

camp, | I was very anxious to get back to a more normal life so I




thought I had better come out gnd loor the situation over to see

what the possibilities for mo were,

"I was thinking thaet I could get ny fanily out so thet the

children cculd get storted in
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enough to support them decently on the outside, I didn't want to
dig into my bank account any more than I had %o because this was
our reserve,

;E’.—‘kt firet my wife fe! het I should get a Job paying at
lecst a hundred dcllers o weell as she did not want to take a
ghanoe on bringl thoce ehlldren out o camp on less than that,
fhe was a little hesltiant about coming out because she heard a
lot more rumors from the old follkc than I ¢ the thousht about

the care of the three children nos of all and she did: yant to

Jjump into anything hastily and regret 1t lat r;fJI didr bother
|

toc much about 4ll these rumors megarding the hocstility on the
outside ua they were all amplilied too much anyuaye
"I had ~ friend who went from Poston to Calt Lake to resettle
g0 I wrote liin a letter to ask him about the possibility for a
radio repulr Jjob there, I wonted to settle as near as I could to
the west coast as I figure hat astersards 1 might be able to go
to Californias I vecn so postive about going buck by this
but I didn't want t¢ 3 too far away as 1t is so expensive %o
a Tfamily from one pla o another, I had no plans of going
into tueiness for myself again {or the duration as I knew that
everything was so uncortain, I figured that wherever I resettled,
it would only be a temporary location, 1 didn't want to be stuock
in any one place and fron my past experience, I knew that it was

a lot of worries to go into ny own businecs, I wanted to get away

g
from thene worries for & while and just work for somebody else,

from ~alt Take wrote and tcld me tha he had oone
tagted several radio shopa in Seld Leke and there were some oodf?\'

3 o

openings with pay up to (65 a wehf?l I made up my plana to go to




. : calt Lake on a short term leave and look the situation over mye
gelfs I even went so far as to get my permit from the "RAs, Then

(}ust before 8 eduled to leave, I found out that Cal® Lake

—

was still w n the western d-fengse zZone, I heard a persi-tent
runor that there vas a possibdility that 1t may be oveocumsted in

the future and T 4idn't want to go up there and be forded to move
azain, Thias made me give up the idea of soing to resettle in
Calt Lake, .4nother reanscn was that there were recstrictions about
cameras and ghort-wave rodlos in Salt Loke and 1 4idn't think that

]

this would be good for my work. - That 1s why I went up and ocan=

celled my permit ri-ht aw-y.i]

'"Then I began to think of Jenver as a place for resettlmment
next, but the leave office dicocouraced this place as they said
that too many Jap:rness were alresdy there and it was closed for
resettlement, -They srid thet if T renlly wanted to go there, I
would have to ask for a leave pernit to go to a neoerby community

nd later transfer intoc Denver proper, They further discouraged
me by saying that waces were much cheaper there for Japenese than
whe re,

"All this time I kept on watching the list of Jjob offers in
the outside employment office, My brothereinelow wrote more and
more letters urging me to come, Fi=elly a job offer came through
from Chiengo for a radio technician that would pay £100 e week,

I xum imnedictely epplied for this joh beesuse this was what I had
been hoping for, T wan dicanpointed in my anpliocetion as I dise
covered that somobody elre had bherten me to the job, 1 decided

to try out Chiecago anyway so I hegan to communicate with another

n Chicago from a contaet I had made through the "Ra,
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to see this plnce in the Loop. I had quite a long chat with the

menager and he made me on offer of §50 a wedt to start, But!I

didn't want to take the first Job a ame along as I felt that

I would be able to get a larg 11 arg L 'I looked around sd$5oré;
I told the manager that I would give him my fingl answer the next
drye 4fter I left that place I wont out and had lunches I decided
t0 look up the party I had dbeen communicating with from campe I
went down tc the southoide %o see this employer und he was Just
going to mall a letter to ! mp saying that I oould stert out
at {60 a week, and 1f I proved to be good, he would give me a {5
raise in two weeks, then ancther .0 after a months I was still
undecided about what to do exectly so I told him that I would have

tc think it over and let him know for sure the next day.

j"uztcr I got home I debated with myself on the twoe Job offers
I had received thot duye. I wus living with oy brothersinelaw way
up on the northeide and I deoided that it wae ¢ ifur to go all
the way to the scutheslde for work, I 4idn't care for the Job
offer of the Loop radio storc elther as the hours were not lfavore
ables, I also thought thet the nlace of work on the southside was
not up to standard, Therefore I decided to look for another job
sc I glanced through the clascifled ade that cveuing:i The next
day I looked up ohe of the radio shops on 4900 VWest Madison as it
had placed an ad 1n the paper for & radlo repair man,

"This radic shop made me an oifer that if I could get the

radio department going again, that I would o280 a week
plus 405 of all labor chargss I made, I thought this was a good

set-up so I accepted the Job, T worked there until Decenber,

19 But the main difficulty with that Job was that 1t took me
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. so long to commute from home to work,

"I went to the "RA office to ask if it could help me to find

&

a plaeace ® to live near my job, The "RA referred me to a hotel

room on the westside. ‘hen I got there I did not like the dirty

1

hrother

s

room I wes shovil, hotel manceger said that he had a

who also ran a ‘6l 8o he phomed him up to ask if there was a

o

vacaneys His brother ocame after me in hic car and I went over to
the other hotel t¢ looi at the room, I thought 1% wes fairly

ook 1its It was much casier staying at that hotel
ind goling to my regular work,

{7':_' fter staring at the hotel for a week, I @ michtly lone-
some ¢ 1 thought I would rather move back to my brother-ine-law's
and make the long trip each day Ior the saike of the family li;e;]
. I worked steadily for two months and then I started to cateh too

many ocolds. I had to pget up at 0 in the morning in order to get

to work on time and I wasn't used ¢ the weather cut here at all,
“ﬁ 1 1 -] £ 1 *
\ The radio shop was very drafty and that waen't g : I had

to lay off from werk for two deys at a @ on several occasions
n account of these colds, It was breaking my health down so 1
finally quit the Job even though I was averagling around 00 a week
in pey. :I

"I took a few days off to recuperate and then I started to

look In the want-ads again, I went to 8 or ¥ places but I wasn't

satisfled with any of the oifers, I'inally I found my present job

which is located chly £ bloeks from where I live now. |My present

Job is strictly radio repair work and I have to manage the pleoe

. and 4o all of the buying for the bosse, 1 have complete freedom in

o

my work and 1t is quite convenient for mes T only work 42 hairs a
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week and I make arocund J270 2 month so that it is a fairly cood

Jobe I'm the only worker in the shop and I deal with most of the

oustomers nyself &s the boss is in and out, The real boss is in
the Jirmy and his ded 1 unning the plece for him so that he
doesn't know as mich about radio work as I dos

"liy present job is very much to my liking., I have no faults

to find with 1t and the working conditione sre excellent, | I get
—

along fine wihhm the boss and he never bothers me, e has nothing

me on account of my reace, Ie is a Jew so he can't say too
nmuch beeruse he knowes what it ic like to be on the weuker team,

't much interest in the cvacuees though aes hie only concern

-

that I do nmy work efficiently.s Fe is well satisfied now so
v

hat we don't heve any trouble, +he business has actuaelly ine
creased slnee I went there becauss I think I do the repair work
mugh better than the boss wus doing eni the customers ape satise
uldn't care if the bLoss geve another job to a nisel

L have too much to handle nows I don't think

“]

gion redloc mun now, | Onee he wes asotually goe

o

enother niseiy, but he hasn't been able to find an
experienced man yct.
'I think that I will be holding this Job for the duration and

. . TP o> 2 . . - :
posslibly even after thet, | There 1z no doubt that I could get e

little Letter Job if I Lor: not an evoouee a8 I could get into a
dofense plent then and nake higher wages, ut 1t would be a facte
ory Job and I would rather st with my radl¢ work + Cuucasian
repair nan would nct he getting eny uore uases than I sn getting
now for this type of work, Defeore the war, raedio repalr men were

a dime a dozen in Chicago but they were all drafted so that there




|

shortage now, |
—l
"At present I am saving plenty so that I can get & good start

for my fanily. I'm buying about 200 a month of w.r bonds wisht

W

nows I only pay +O0 & month for room and board so that ny living

expenses are oleape i bought my own bed and linen and I cat my
lunches out, Iy only other big expense ieg this noon hour lunch,
I uy elothing every so olten but not too much becsuse I have
plenty of clothing lirom befores ueereation is quite an itenm and
this runs to about (2L & monih, I send quite & few thailngs to
calp, about 20 worth, The rest of ny expenses are lucidental,
'‘But my big expense will be when my family . gets out h res I
iy wife to come out as early as last Jecenber as I found out
that the winler was not as severe hore as the runors w re, altho
this may have been a mild winter, v wife di T want to cone
out so I did not send an ulitinmatunm Cne of the reasons for this
was tha 1€ was € ey d b any i@ irom the interne
ment carlp eand she had to write gll os the let:e: for ller family,
che received a wire fron
father had Deen paroled and he wo:ld bhe back any tine,
sauid she would llke to spend a couple ol

before coming out here as she nayv not sce him
= o

paseged by and her ddd did aot arrive so my wile talked
er novher and she declded to cone out any way. Che
she would come early in april and that
bedreoom apaertuent with all of the modern

P

trimmings like living and dining room I started house hunting

»ir

immediately. [l walced tlhie streets U belore and alter werk and
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changing rules do still make me feel uncertain -t times, There is
8till a good chance that I may not be drafted so I will go ahead
with the resettlement of my family. If I do get drafted, I don't
think that I could make the grade to o to wevage for the intellis
gence worke. I'm not in favor of a segregated conbat team, but if
they make a good showing, 1t will help all of us, If the nisei
were allowed to zo out into a mixed group in the Army, they would
be no direot showing so that the combat tesnm does have its po'nt,
But there are also disadvantares to 1t tro If T am ocalled, I
would like to get into the signal corpe since my tralining would
come of value there. 'ie nisei have to respond wholeheartedly when
the time does come as 1t will help our futurc if we each do our
part. Ve will get oredit for everything we do, and that certainly
will be needed after the war,

"My wife arranged to come out here delinitely on s#pril 11
after my draft status was cleared up., “he even made the train re=-
servations but this was postponed when hor ded suddenly ocame back
irom the internment center., Now I don't know when she will come
out altho xshe said in her last letter for me to keep looking for
an apartment, &She doesn't realize how hard a Job this is8, I
think that she will be out scon and nmy brother=-inelaw will tempor-
arily put us up so that she can hunt for an epartment herself,
Then she will resalize that her expeotations were tuo hirh, 1It's
impossible for me to explain these thinrce to her by mail,

"The present plan is for my family to ocome out permanently,

but in case I do pet drafted, we heve temporarily agreed that 1t

is best for her and the children to go back to camp. e may change

that plan when the time comes. Rlght now we figure that any income




from the Army allotment would not be sufficient for her to make a
go of 1t with the three kids, <“he would be in better hands in
camp since her parents are there and I wouldn't worry so much, I

have definitely given up any idea that I can settle down perma-

4
e

nent y bvecause of the draft situation,

™ :
gﬂnrter the war I plan to stay in radio works I may stay in

Chiocaro for a while if the wage level starys up, However, I think
that 1t will be due for o decline. In any event, I will either go
baelc to California and start out a radio shop of my own in my
home town all over scain, or else I may try to cet sterted in a
small city some plece in the midwest as I don't like the bip citrgx
I plan to put my daughter through collepe and 1 want to sive them
the best oprortunity I can,

"These things are hard to determine because\ny future is
pretty doubtful and I don't know for sure what 15'15 going to be
like, The future is also doubtful for the nisel in general. {ome
of them are learning good skills right now, but most of them are
not ‘adding to their experience too much, They will have a better

2 " oyt 7

chence arfter the war than before the war, bu' it still %e b v
pretty rough goings I think a lot of them are due to be failures
because they are not willing to take on their resﬁbnsibili les now,
They can't always fall back on the old folks ané they are old
enouch to be on their own now, 7Too ~any of them can't et this
throu h their heads ond they waste a lot of time erying about
what a tough position they are in without settling down to hard

work and attenpting to overcome all the obstaocl .tE

"At present, I suppose, the nisei are a little younz and they

haven't had time to develon the sense of reponsibility yet. They




like to play around too much and they don't r alize that this is
war time and thin s can't be llke before, liowever, I do feel that
the married nisel couples are really trying to make good and they
are nmore consclentious, I haove a feeling thiut a lot of the nisel
will leave Chieago but I don't think that they will ever go back

L

o California as they have nothing to go back for. Those with

property will go bacl:, but I don't know what is going to happen to

all the people in camp, 1'm afrald that the govern ent will have
to keep a camp for a long time as the ol! people don't have any
chonece at all %o resettle and they have no vhoice unless their
children make a go of it and bring them out,

"At present it is better not to have a Japanese community out
here as this will only bring out the minority problems more and
more and itdefinitely will lead to a segregated life like before.
The nisei should attempt to make as many contacts as possihle out
here so that they can become a part of the city life, It takes
time and patience and I think that many of them are trying now,
It is a littiehard though, I don't know ol any nisei who have
made too many Cauecasian contacts, but some of the more educated
nisel are dolng it, All of the nisei should try very hard now
because anything is better than a segregated Jupanese community.
I should mow, I just don't like the idea of a Jap town and I
never have, I've never lived in one because I found it undesirable
for cconomic¢ purposes, 4 Jap town only makes lor more disorimination
and 1t is harder,for nisel to get jJobs with Cauocasian companies when
a Iittle Toklo 1s formed, The chanees for them to mix with the
other people out here will be much less il they ever get cegrepated

like hefore.




"At the same time I don't believe that all of the nisei should
be permanently separated Irom each other, Nisel organizations out
here are okuy for occasional get-together if they do not get too
biges Other racial groups have these gatherinss much more, but we
are on the spot right now so wo should be careful, If there is too
much of these niscl gatherings, it may be a detriment for our
future and 1% ma l-ad toward conplete segregation, If they do
have to have nisei or'ani4&tions, they should try to mix in with
the other Cauocasian gro ps and get better known, As far as the
churches are concerned, I do1't see why the nisei can't mix in
because the Christian believes in the.equality of man, DBut the
Suddhists have a harder time of it and 1t can't be helped if they
cet toether since there aren't so nany LCaueasians “uddhists for
them to mix xkm with, I am afraid the Suddhists will segrogate

though 1if they organize,

"I have an idea that most of the nisel don't really follow

the Duddhist relicion ahd it would be to their advantare tc drop
it for the duration, I don't even see any use in the Japanece
langua/-eé either unless they intend to go back to Japan, I don't
core 1f my children learn 1t or not as 1 expect them to stay in
this country permanently.

"My present soclial life is temporary in nature until nmy
Tamily gets out here. I hove a lot of time on my hand as I have
short working hours, I don't get bored as [ have plenty of core
resoonding o do and I have to spend much time '‘n house hunting
and other things. I could work more hours in ay job and make
more, but I don't care to do that, . thinik that 1 will be much

more setiled when my family sets out here, I miss them a great




deal, I fill in the time by poing to movies and plavinge cards
with r'riendss 1'm quite a contract b idge fan, T haven't had
time to develop my Caucaslian contacts yet hut I expeot to make a
lot of Caucasian frinds when my wife gets here, if I find that we
have common interests, I read ver s little, but I try to keep up
on all of the radio developments, I'm not interected in polities
and I ocan't vote this year as they told mne that I was a none
rosident yet,
'I 1like to travel but I only get to go on car rides occas
slonallys I hope to do more of it eventua!ly, but I don't think
I will buy a car until things are more settled, I could get all
gas I wont to but 1 don't feel that 1t is right tc buy it on
black market, In California 4 traveled around the atate u lot
1 would like to see thic section of this country since there
are a lot of beautiful spots too,
"I've gone to a lot of the niseil dances ocut 'er: at the Mide
land Hotel but I don't know why 1 cos T suppouse it 1s to see if I
can neet some of rny friends from camp, "ost of the time T am just
an onlooker, I am not used to the single life alfter dbeing married
for 12 ysars. 1l'm colng to a lot of the baseball games now that
the Dig League has started since that has been one of ny embitions,
am interested in all t'pes of sport sctivities but I am a 1little
too 0ld to participate in them now.

"I lcad a pretty leisurely liie right now. My present circle

of frienis number abo t 25 individuals and they are all nisai,

Put I only get together with about 10 or 15 of them Lrequently.
4 lotl of them are my brothere-in-law's friends and we play poker

together, 4sbcout half of all the people I know out here are new




nisel friends, I met them all thoush other nisei frien s that I
knew from before. I have isone out of my way to look up old
friends after I found out their addresses, dbut I don't do it so
mach now &s I Rave a definite group to play around with. It is a

pretly casual group and besides playing cards, we talk about our

work out here and cut the latest news about the draft and camp,

e also talk aubout the good times we had back home. Ve seldom
tallk about the war exocept for the draft situation, For a while
that was all we tulked about. I expect my soclal life to be
botter after my wife gets out here and it is my amtbition to make
i1t like 1t was back home altho I will have more nisei contacts,

It is hard to nake new Caucasian friends in a big ocity and it will
toke a long time to get that settled feeling.

”?He war hasn't made me more conscious of my race altho I
rcalize that the nisei do have a tough time, I'm not bitter about
it at all altho it has worried me because things were so unexpewted$
I've always tcld peopie that I was an 4merican and it tekes a long \
time to zet t 1s point over., I feel that I should do it every
chance [ get for the sake of my children as I don't ever want them
to be xEm misunderstood like we were. I suppose I tend to be
easy going, but I always like to be doing something constructive,
I know I am a little recerved and I don't talk freely with strane-
gers because I have a dirfficulty of expressing nmyself, I tend to
be on the conservative side in everything, but that doesn't make
me any less an .imerican, 4t times I have gotten an inferiority
complex in repgards to reace, but I think I was ore conséious of
it in oemp than on the outeide, It has not affected ny life too

much as I had made the break in the past and I think that I will




do it again after the war in spite of the fact that the future

does look dark. }I try to be self-confident most of the time and

the fauct that I had a lot of experience in radlo and watch-making
helps out. This ocan't ever be taken away frem me and I am &
little better off than those nisei whe have no skill at all,
That's why I just try to teke things as they come and I don't
get too disturbed about unythinm;'ll'n not any less of an .merican
—\
just because the Dies Comittee and other groups like that in
California made those ctatements doubtins my loyslty. I know
that this is my country and I have a certain feeling for it and
thit 1is all that matters, The big thi g for me now is the work
for ny own future and also for my children, If I have to take
time out to serve my country, that is all right too becnuse 1t is
& duty and evervone is making sacrifices., I just hope that the war
doesn't last too long beocause I do want to got that setiled feel-
ing again and I haven't had 1t ever since that day we were eva-
cuated from arroyo “rande, It's been one uncertainty after
another and one can't help wonderinsg about the future when life
is like that, I just hope that it is going to turn out for the

best,
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Charles Eikuchi Diary "_" 24, 1945

1 stayed over for dinmer so that I could interview Aki
when he csme home from work. Haeako cooked s delicious spaghetti
dinner and strawberry short cake 0 that I was well filled.,
Disne and Kay slmost hed = fight to see who would sit next to
them! I guess 1 wee the prize! Memako settled it by having
sisne next to me snd K sy on the other side, Eay got fickle and
devotéd her sttentions to Tomx Hate after that.

Before Akl came home Tom Hata and Dick Xone dropped in
to takk over with Aki stout the buepiness deal. George, s fircel
goldi r from Snelling, bas been s houme guest there &0 i met
him slso. Hsgako wes able to feed all of us. GeOrge wss rather
quiet 20 that I @id not get much out of him. He sal? that he
would probsbly be in the Army for the next five jears and he
did not like the idea of that o0 much. "There is nothing 1
can 0 about that, I think that sll of the Nisei soldiers who
have not gone overseas will be sent to th langusge gchool
pnow. 1'd rather fight the Germsns than the Jopanese, but !
hed no cholce. But I sm learning Yepsnese snd I will have
that knowledge out of the Ammy. 1 hardly knew it bvefore, but
nine hours a day of it ie cnough to make the dumbest person
avsorb s certain smount. there is ane !ibol there who is a
Capts in now sud he mever would have gotten that hight if there
were not a langusge school, We get slong wikhe the Hewalisn
boye swell now, They call us "ko-tlmkt"“lut it ig not an
insulting term,They mre a carefree snd happy g0 lueky bunch, and
maybe that is the way to enjoy Army 111'.2.‘30“ of them get
kundreds of dollars from home, B® they hwve been making & lot
of money im the lelanis.fhe malnladders «xe not 8o free with
the money because we h¥yve gone tmm"uao evacuat ion and we don't

hgve a® much mum cash to throw nround. 1 guess we are more

wrwapde, aboud fle fobin Jeano ]l iian bows are $00."



Chearlee Kikvchi Blaxsgo ey 24, 1945

#hen Aki esme home, 1t was too close too dinner so they
decided to tslk sbout it afterwaris. Dick sald that he héd
snother engacement 80 he 16ft and he seid that lom could re-
presest him in the tusiness duscimesion gné snythiong they sgreed
upon would be okay for hom, Diek is & younger fellow, snd Tom
was obviously the lesder in the discussion., They gaved it for
after dinver and I got to eit in on it.After ‘om left I
1nto?viewed Akl for » mor e complete picttee of his presnt 1if e.
iki doesn't speak too much, but he ie & pretty shrewd vueiness
@an shd he has everything figureed out.

Tom Hots seemed to be o very interesting persouslity. Le
must be sround 40 yesrs old. ke spparently ie s moatd aggressive
{pdividusl ené he goes out after what he wanis, Juring dinner
ke told sbout some of his experiences so that I wee able to get
gome pleture of him. It wae interesting to hesr all the points
coneidered inthe birtk of g new evacuee business afterwards when
they heshed everything out and i was able to pet fairly complete
notes on the proceecdinge se I just sat auletly snd took notes
once in o whilel

Tow's comments sbout hiuself during dinpner: "I;vo been sround
viie coumtry gquite & bit, snd I've mensged to get along in s
fec nt way. I went to the University of Celifornia from 19£4-19Z28.
Iu those days, times were not mard =0 thot i got a Joo B2 &
msnager of s Jspanes store om Gyant Avenue at $1560 a month
right way, That was a good racket up until svouwt 1832 and all
of those stores were making piles. It was after the depressiocn
sterted thot the ormers cut the wages down to BO and 60 dollars
g month.

"y father was the minieter of = Japanese “hurch of Christ

on the cormer of Foet and Cetavis strests. I have one brother



Charles Kikuehi plarxy bof lay 24, 1946 _

who is 30::..: then | and he bhad a much tough®r tiwe getting
ttxed up in work, Kie was one of the large group who got out

of school when the depression started am there were not any
jobs for hiu, 1 waa the one who got him sterteéd in photography
work. 1 had the Job at the time for ome of the L.A. studior and
o1 gave 1t to him. How he is working for a studio out here in
the suburés snd he gots over $100 & week. They teke pictures

of only bebles =nd debutantes =nd they charge about $100 a dozen
for those plctures. Ky brother's boss wanted to give him s
raise, but uy wrother geid Juet to hive hln an extrs helf day
off becavse he would have 1o pay moee lncome taxes if he pot’

8 raiee.

"] suppose a lot of the Japanese are msking money now, but
there were plenty ®ho made it before the war, 1 didn't do 80
bedly myself, butl've had ay bsd times. I worked on Grenmt
ivenve fo: a couple of years amd then I became the traveling
sulesman for one of the largest companies to sekl cheap Jewelzy.
dy territory covered the entir ¢ west and 4+ used 1O have &
$10 a day expense seecount snd & nice new car 10 drive around
in, Then the depression came along and I found that the company
hed to g0 out of businesa, 1 héd sbout 10,000 worth of gamnle
jewelry on my hands and when the company did not forwaxd my
salazry, . 80ld some of the jewelry to got back O Califorunin
on, 1 dié » lot of different kinds of work after that,

" 4 few yeurs before the war, 1 decided thst 1 would learn
refrigeasion so * worked for onc compsny for eibht monthe for
nothing just so that they would tecach me, I didn't even get
cerflare. 1 hed two other people besidés myself to fe d when
I felt that i was resdy to go into pusinese on my own, There was

Japunese
a/girl who was living with & cauessisn men, but he deserted her

an T told her to come snd live with my wife amd I for = while.



Charles kikvehi © Dlary (,~/ ey 24, 1945

"] omly hed {4000 to stort out om my own vusiness with, I
needed a cay 80 * went down to the agahsy and talked them inte
gelling me @ ear on credit, Then I asked them for a tsuk of gad.
I made good in business so I was able to make my first paywent
afibr s week. Later the auto sgent told me thet he had sold wme
ghe enr on feith because 1 hsd more gute snd he sleso knwew. that
Jepsnese peid up thelr debts to hakujins prompily, even if they
gidn't pay soong themselves,

"I've slwaye teken the attitude that ome ean get along if
they are willing to go after things. It ie & cinch thot nobody
ie going to chase you end hand you things. The bept thing to do
ig to go into independent vusiness ae there is nothing like
bcing your own boss. 4 Shink thst we will meke out juite nicely.”

After we got up from the dimner table, we went Lo the front
room and skl snd Tom sterted to tslk avout their busiuess plaus,
1 jest listened in. The following is & rough soccount of the
conversation from my notes which I took at the time.

Tom: "Well, aki, what do yom think of the setup? I talked to
the landlord todry, snd he ssid thet he would be willing to give
me s yeers lesse om the plece. Do you think that it is & good
place to etsrt int¥"

Aki: "It sounds good to me., There is an adventsge of veling
located in fromt of the postoffice, smd it ies m good busicess
éistrict around there 8o that we wnn:s heve to worry 100 much
about being in sn isolsted spot.”

Tom: "Well, thst'a fine., 1'11 po sheed tomorrow and see 1f I
¢nn get the lease ll;nea up."

Akl° "§111 it etart from tomorrow or the first of J“nef I
csn get awey from my work snytime, but 1'd 1ike to give the bome
at least s couple doye of notice ae he has been decent to me., He

wished me luek on going on my own, 1 think that 1 will be able to
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ﬂ’ltﬂ'l 'I.tcrl.l to stert the redié section,”

_‘ Tom: “Oh,don't worry sbout that, I heve made juite a fow contacts
dz}h wholesale rsdio compani o8, and + think that 4 csu get jou
_;ﬁ:uiu but tubess 1 hove a Double 4 priorvity, ond a 1ot of thone
' dealexrs =11l give you thiuge if you toss them o carton of cigaretbes.
The first thing wé will have to €0 ie to psrtition the skop. Tou
take the front part of 1t, while "lek emd I ean 40 our work iu the
boek.”
| Aki: "1 don't supsose 1t will be t00 expepaive a8 We osn do
woss of the work ocurselves, I esn do the wiriug, and you will be
- @bls %0 vuild the work bemok by yoursel¥es, D0 you think tiat I
shovid teke tomorrow off So go with yom =nd find out sbout the
lengol”

Tom: "o, you don't have Lo bother with Thut., You might e2
well be msking enothers deys selary. The rent will ve §26 ¢ month
and thst won't be too herd on uwe as we will ue eplitting i%."

aki: "1 thimk 1t 13 worth it se the plsce is etesm heated. In
the winter we would hove to hrove heat or we souldn't do eny work.,”

Pom:"If yow want, I think thet there will be plemty cf elsotrieal
work for you to help us om if you are mot tee bumy., [ heve heen
meking my contucte alresdy. 1 hive & déal on with the Jepel cols
gOompan; to a0 their frigerstion, I wls¢ got o desl with 2o, gl Crown
todey bt they woent me to 40 1t wholesele #0 1 think I will twm
it dowvm, If 1 get & contysct with the Sowmen cresmery, 1 will nive
plenty e é¢o, 1 sleo hsve nome econteobs with the morehandise m\.
The 4 sné ¥ ohein stores will pay me $7.50 to fix the s-les xﬂﬂﬂ»\
wachines wp sué I'11l skow you how to do that buawc it ondy tml
& hel? hour, ¥e eould get $10.00 for that, but we wont 60 meke m

gonnections «t first and put out satisfsedory work eo thas they ‘gﬁ.} “\ \

will come Lack." + f\--'('
Akts"Ygo thet's the best vusinems poliey. L7 you don't wn ﬂh
a . Nk
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honeit work, they won't come back snd you lose out on references.”
Tom: "I can give 'you & good example axkx of that. When I sterted

refrigerstion work out here, s man winted me to put in & freezing

unit for him. I took one look at his fan and told hém that he

would be wasting his money as the fsn would not freeze meat, I

could have charged him about $200 for the job, but I knew thet it

was no use.The men apprecisted that I was honest with him, so he

got me several other contacts with the Merchandise Mart and some

other companies.,”

Aki:"ﬁhaf do you think we should nsme our gtore?"

Tom:"I have been thinking of that., We don't want a Japanese
ngme 40 wef"

Aki:"No, I don't think that would be so good for business, I
am figuring on dealing with mostly caucagians so that it would bhe
better to have an American name for the store. If we get known
as & Japanese store, it won't be 80 good for us as we will lose
out in the long rum," )

Tom: "That's exactly the way I feel. If we wanted to hmve a
Japéﬁ?se gtore, we could go down to lower Clark street where sll
the Higondin are, Iy work will be slmost entirely with heakujin., I
waa thinking that meybe we could use same form of the name I1've
bedn going by if you dopB8t mind, When 1 started regrigeration out
he:e, I thought and thought sbout what neame to go by. Fimmlly
one of my friends said 'Why don't you esll yourself Jack Frost
because it is connected with freezing.' That's what I did and 1
have {beon signing my checks Jack Frost Refrigemstion, Now we don't
want %oo long & name to sign on checks. A lot of my customers

think that Jack PFrost is my real name, and orce in a while I

hearithem eslling'Jack' and I forget for a minute that they mean me.”

lkiz tever you think of 13 by ma as 1 don t have any

--bl.nn- Teanl Bwasd Doaza
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ong for a etore name though.”

Tom: "My ldes was to csll it Jsck Frost Ytilities.The reason for
that is we may be sble to get by with only once license in tant unj.
#het do you think?"

Akl:"We might as well Bave On the license, les, I think that is
a good nsme."

Tom: "It wonld be good to heve'utilitie ' in the name of the
gtore becauvse 1'd like to get some kind of sn sgency to vut bn the
store. 1 think that you could get a radio agency eontact, snd 1
might try to get a refrigideire contect. It won't hurt ve to
lo0ok sround mow snd try to get set because We won't be able to get
those agencies s0 easy after all the soldtwte come back and gO into
pusiness for themsklves. You might even be & gepresentive for
watohes since you sre going to fix clocks, Haybe we can vet in
some cle¢trical things too. But the msin thing ie to get atarted.if
we B8tall sround smd dom't sct while the fire is bot, we may get
to worrying avout not being able to make good and we will get timié
and cool off.”

Aki: "That is the way I heve felt about it., I8ve wanted - to
pet started vefore but I wowd think of my draft statue end then
caution myself not to be fooligh. Now both of us won't have 1O
worry swout thst, iaybe we can even get Dick sn oecupational defer~
ment a® you will be doliug esgentisl work."

Tom:"Lo we stert tusiness with = vig flourish? I wae wondering
about advertising., I really don't heve to 40 that but I thought that
you might be interested. idon t particularly cnre 10 «dvertise
in sany of the anun-lc'papc:s. put it might mean more business for
you."

aki: "Ho, 1 don't think that I will do that for & while, I want
to get known in the neighvorhood of our loecs tion first, and get them
coming in. 1 can get the Fikonjin anytime, vut 1t will have to be
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ell cssh with everybvody. 1 think that we will manage fine, There
are more® snd more Yihonjin going into vusiness now out herel. 1
think thet this is the best time for it.But I think that some of
them are méking a misteke with «11 those hotels and Jupanese rest-
eupsnte.They will bte cutting their wwn throsts -8 so0n a8 tusiness
gets bad, fome of them arxe spreasding out though, There iz » Jepanese
clesnere on the Horth Side, end & Nisel mechanic hes opened his
own garsge on the N.W, Side. He only hss hakujin trede snd it's moree
then he cen bandle., He could use smother Nibhonjin mechanic.”
Tom"Well, 1've alwaye belleved that having your own business
ig the best. It iea gamble, but so is life, I believe in being
prectical.Thet's why 1 think thsat If we c=n take advantsge of all
our new contacte, we will meke out."
Aki:"My voee does not want me to quit him now as he thinke
that he can bring im enmough business to keep me om., But I told bim
thet I h=d this deal on 80 he expects Be to lesve any time, ¥He
guarantees me 60 = week, tutl I'm not worth that to him now &8
he isn't getting the vusiness. 1 will try to go on &y OWn for at
least the next two years, and then move to a small ity if = dopigpllnn

[T
[ |

comes," ﬁ'ﬁ:

Yot Bty

Tom: "Well, ite sll set them. ‘omorrow 1 go find out if i oa& #”_
the lesse and I'll let you knmow right away, I think thetl we vili uit%>
it, but we may Le ﬁilappointcd «t the last minute, There are a 1Qi
of goou loecations available 8o we don't heve to worry too mlnh.i!kuro X
mey be s 1ot of Eihonjin coming out of esmp to go into bau!nallfihﬂllh.“

Aki:"I suppose they would 1ike to do thst, but * dom't think that
they have the capitel or the ejuipment. It's too bad.,™ %H\

fom: "1 hesrd that the government bought 50,000 acres down uﬁ
Texas to colonize the Aihonjin, Ky father was ons of them to go tiﬁp

and inspect the land and he thinke that 1t'e goo 4 fLarming.”
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Akli"* never heszd of thet pepject before. 1 guess they would
¥e better off on ferms, but I'm the city tipe. I wae in business in
s small town for 16 yesrs beck om the cosst.”

Pom:"Thet's what Ylek was telling me. I've hsd a lot of business
experiences too 8o if we pool our kmowledge, we should Le sble o
evold sll the pitfalls. Sut we have to figure on » gertainrmmount of
unexpected expenses,”

Aki:"Don't I know thet. Well, 1t's sll Bed then, If we don't
"‘t th.m: sotpe on lrving Ave., we ¢an get another plsce.”

Tom:"Well, 184 vetter go home now or my wife will be wonderine
what he® heppened,”

After Tom left, aki asked me what + thought of bim, I said that
he sounded like s very smart businessmen, but I didn't know auch
about those thinge. ~ki wanted to know 17 I would sdvise poing in
with somebody he didn't know too well but befowe I covlé answer
he went on to remsrk,"Well 1 guess it will bte oksy. We will omly Ve
ghoring the store. 1've only met Tom once or twice bvefore and we
only plenned seriously to go ink together last sunday. Ipve hesrd
thet he wse & smooth talkby, but he gets resulta, Tou hmuve ©0 ve
mose aggreseive in business, 1 think that we will get along fine."

By this time, Mesako wae through with the dished s0 pbe and
George went out for a walk and 10 bWy ice cream, while I formally
interviewed aki to urimg him up to dete. A 10t of what he said was
a repetition of whot 1 hed slresdy listened in om, After the formsl
intervicew, we ltt'aIOHHG snd taulked sbout things in gemeral for an

hour and thenm 1 came on home. Aki'e commente fodlow:
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lki!u commenta:

“1'11 probsbly work at the shop only & few more days and then I
will stert out on my own. it'e no use for me to work for ®m the boss
anymere vecsusge he doesn't have enouvgh vusinese to psy for my guaran-
tee 10 a day weges. I thiuk that the maln feult i vecause his
bueiness methods is not 80 #00d, d4he plagce whera I hope to open up
bas a good loestion and ihe set-up thst we will heve i= excellent.
There L8 no need in feeling peesimistic at the start, If we get &
yesr's lease on the store, thet should be plenty of tlme to declde
whether we have made & wfse move, Hdy busineee will be all on my own
because 1'11 juet be'ehariag the office witk the other two, Ny ini-
tial iovestment will be in wostly in filxing up the store and pntting_
io partitions sné work vemches, As far se tools are concerned, I
heve 81l the neceessry equipment. I even have @& stll stock of parte
and tubes which 1 heve Leen sceuwmulstine, I don't think I ean go
into the hole too much btut there will be odde and ends cOming UD.

"I would hsve started out in business morner but 1 didn't know
sbout the draft. Mow 4 feel that L won't be taken. 1t wse Jjuet at
this hime'thst the vose told me that hia treiness wae droprine off so
I could try to vester myself. That was Lhe exouaa‘i wag looking for
anyway 80 . thought I should tcke thé chance., Then last Thursdsy
(May 17) I went to vieit Dick Lsno snd 1 happened to mention to_hlﬁ
thet I would be out of 5 jou in & week snd ] wag thinking of going on
my own. He thought tﬂat it was a pood 1des becouge I had plenty of
experience. Then on ®sturds; “ick came over to my house and he '
brouvent fom Hute &lous to inlroduce to me. They asked we 1f I
wouldn't went to open up a ashop with them vecevae thés néedqg 2 Bpace
for their refrigerstion wusiness, I told them. thet the provozition
sounded good 30 we declded to go drive arovnd on Sundsy and look for

a Btore loeation, We went to all of the shopring diptricte and we
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3bt'u'lict of vecant stores., We decided to stay awsy from the Japan-

ese ares arownd Clerk 5t. <here was cune good spot right scross the

street from the suv-postoffice on lrving Ave., snéd we sgreed that this

ioohed like 8 vwonderful loecetion, Today Pick and Lom went ta’f!u‘
out stoul the lemse. Lhen today my boss told me that he wanted me to
gtay on and work for him for a while lonper. 1 thourht sure £hat to=-
day wae Lo ve my lset day but he thkx sald he would drum uwp some new
tueiness. 1 told him thet 1 had soms thing else lined vp for myself
but 4 would help him out in & pinch, Then he wished me luek on my
néw veuture and he meked me to come and work uwntil I reamlly got
gtarted, <4bat worked out fine for me, UNow, 1t all depends on th§
lease. If the lensc slurte on Jume 1, I will work one more week and
then (e on my own, 1If 4 gat the lease right away, I will stert {nme-
diatel) and getl Lhe shop resdy,

"l have eome mo0d wholessle redic houwse connections from bvefore
the war und 1'd mede sone new onee out here zo I think I csn pet sll
the parte + uced for repairs, Yetting toole will bte the hardess
provlieme but [om may be able to do eémething aLoul that. 2 won't
nave sny trouvle io petting clocks to repair end I cen 00 some elect=
rical work. di've been doing quite & bit of redio work at home snd I
get other types of electricaml equlpment to fix for the memLere of my
cgurch. i've veen doing this right elone. <Lhe people are all well
satisfied winn'my work sand they tell their friendes in the neighhor-
bood et It i® vetter to pet the repairs doner by me instead of
teiing 1t to a redio shop where they will ve overeharged, 1 think

that thie wusinese cen be built vp when I pet my own loealion.

"l can repair vecuum cleaners snd typewriters too and there seem

Lo e o demsnd for thie xind of eervice. I eshould get juite m Lit of
uew vusluess iu mny spot 1 locate in., A lot of sy friends from the

church are really pullinge for me, and they have veen telling their
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friends to save their rsdio xtputlng for me, It paye to 56 good
work snd not cheat the customers. That wae the maln troablo with my
boss. For exsmple, s Cpvcasisn men sent me to Z friemds of his for
redio repeirs, snd one of thew sent me to 2 other of hie friendse,
Thet sort of thing goes on ahd on and 1 got & jobe from thet one
gmall lead becnupe my WOrk wae aatisfacior;( It'; the wood-will that
counts the wost sné 1 plen to treat the pullic rlght_and juk not pyp
the cugstomers like my toss wes doing. I want to tuild up a good re=
putation as that'e pretty important. 1 remember hesr ing before-thu
war thst some Jupunese bupiness men trested the Hibonlin customers
fairly vut they dién't think 1t wae diehonorsble te gyp the hakulin
customers., I certainly am not going to do anythine like that.

"] don't intend to brild vwp s bueinrees jvet emome the ﬁihonjin
a8 1t will be vetter inu the long run for me 10 brenck out, Cven now,
most of my repnif jove nre from Cpuceeinne snd 1t will prebebly ret
predominant sp soon ag i open m; store. fhe:'dcn't‘discriminaté when
they know they sre }etnin? full velve for thelr money and I'm used %O
desling with them from vefore.

| "My pregent plan ie o remein here ip busiress for ut lepst 3 OF
4 yesre anc get well establierhed. Then if the depreseion looke like
it will get started at eny minute, I'll sell the gstore for s neat
profit snd po to o Emaller city where it will be better rorrmy danghé‘
'ters. I don't exactly like to live inm a dirty city llke Chicege per-
marently. 1'd like to g6 beck to Cslifornia for the climate, but it
geems that this isn't the right time to 2o back. The longer 1 & tay
out here, the lees 11me1; Iwill be to return to the cosst, 41'l1 be
gatiafied 1f I can work for myself se there is wore money im it than
t0 ve a worker fo; gsomeone else, 4f thinge over get inal tad, 1 can
slwaje g0 veck to my vrother's farm iu Celifornis and help raise

vegetables, but { don't gxpect that to hagpen.
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"It seems t0 wme Lhai more atk the Nieel should pgo into business
on their own snd thie ls the best chance t0 éo-it, In a short time,
a 1ot of ke service men will be coming back with a discharge and
of the Nigsei workers mlght be in dsnger of losine their jous clpcelally
88 the war contracts get slimmer snd slimmer. The Nisel have tc de-
velop 8 specisl 8kill or else they won't be any preference at all.
fhey cen't nope to go beek to Laliformis end think that they will Ue
reccived with open arms. 1 hesrd over the radio sbout 20 shoot;ng
cages end ferm ournings in valifornis and only one of the petaona
bave been ¢sught snéd none have been convictled ;af. Hight after that
news report I hesrd enother comment seout I of the ngei goldiers ve=-
ing discharged frou sort <heridan. That ween't very much publicized
g0 the Biseli veterasne will even have & hard time petting on if they
work in unskiiled Jobs =28 everyone in thie country does uot kuow
gbout the 100th battalion and the 44End b?ing the most decorated out-
fit in the Army., “he; will still continwe t0 shoot mp the Jupsnese
ferms, end if they get away with it they will do 1t more and more.
They are wuch closer to Japan out in California go thet the feclings
are highér. . Uhink thet the best vet sre in the midwest or cspi end
in priveate busiuess.

"] don't krow for surc about what my perente sre going to do. My
brother heen' t made any definite plsns yet altho ne wants to go u;ek
to nis farwm iu Californin, and'try'to recoup some of the loases for
the pagt & years., usowever, ny vrother hes Leen niviscd thet it Just
isn't the right tine to po back there yet #o he 18 going to 8it in
soston for = while lorger and see which way the wind blows in the
puilie lentimuﬁt. : 5

“1his closing of the ¢smp business ie » tig proovlem and I don't
 thiuk thet the WEiA csn reslly Xeke chase all the people out if tﬁey 7

don't nave & plsce to po it., JIt's too haréd on the 0ld people and most
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of them don't even have = th:ﬁ to rntirn-to like my S:éthnx. Iuv'e
Just like what wy brotﬁsr gaid in h;gji:::ex (readiog): 'de sre not
‘xat decided =8 to vhat we should do. 4s fsr as 1 know, uo one h@n-
moved back to Arroyo Grande yet from thie éamp. kowever, some of the
!arﬁ growers have gone utack to the centrasl -eliformia distriet to lcok
the situation over, but they don't sound so enthusiasilc whan‘th03 Te-
turn., Chie dlscoursgee the reet of us who sre thinking of retumruing.
The main thing ig that public ovinion L& not favorsble jet, and the
large growere believe that they might neot be sble t¢ find & market for
the products even though there ie & great neea, I don't think nhat 1
 should toke éad teek wvntil I know & little more about the posslbility,
it's goetting & little too 1lste for the planiing secson enyway €0 wWe
might wait wntil the nmext season for crops to srrive,'

WThere seeme 1o be 8 lot of Fllipipo spitation starting nﬁ over
agein sccording to come of my brother's other lettera, He says that
it's no use REL%k goiug back if he's going to gel shot st, I sgree
with him there and I wouvldu'i go baseck Juet fbr tkat, 1 might as
well go into the Army if I wanted to get shol at., Arroy. is too
smell of a town for me now after I have beeun out this way Lo see
EOmE Qf the lsrger cities, 4 don't tiink I would bLe satisfied liv-
ing there anymore, 4 wotldn't have noticed the differcnce 1f 1
hedn't left there but now I don't know. 1'd like tc g0 10 a smaller
el ty thaen Chigsgo eventuslly se this town is & little oo lmpersonal,
Je¢ huve dong falzl}’well in thie ¢community thouph, and weé 4O have a
number of excellent contactie,

g don't bleme the #ka for wanting to ¢los¢ the camps a8 it le
& grest sxpense Lo the governzent to support 70,000 people; Lut =0
many of these old folke aﬁd family sroupe ian cbmp-hsfd been wipad
out entirely, and they need wmuch wmore nelp than the W24 ie willing $¢

offer them at the prosent time, 1 hess thal the governuent hes
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bought & 50,000 faruing pmiwt 4own in Texss for the Eiapmjin to
resettle on. A lot of the people may be able to go ow on the fl.!ll-
but 1 don'; ;ee how they can get estsbliched in the city. It's a
matter of finding housing for them ss fsr as Chicepo 18 concerned,
end I don't know how thst éill be settled unless the éevernmont
‘puilds eome housing projects.

- "ae fasr as I am pé:sonully concerned, 1'm mvech vetter off than
most of LLe people vho axe 80 worried taese daye. I've never ueen
depeudent upoh a Japanese community for business snd 1 don't think
that + ever will be vecsuse that fleld 1s too 1imited. I hope that
the Jopanese out heré do not make the mistake of herding lunto the
sluul once wore ag it will resmlly hurt 81l chances for them to make
a decent living, Uy ¥& bueiness ig going to be atrictly on a cash
bagis as czedit meane rothing but heacacher snd it takes extra caple
tal to stmit & credit vusluess ae well as vookkeeping. |

"we aren't completely mdttled here you vut we have mutech more
roots than & yesr ago. 1 koow that I feel muchk more pelilied since
my fsmily hee come out %o Jjoin me. I didn't like living =lone during
those monthe that 4 dld. It's 8 coafort to talk thinzs over with a
wife and make Joint decislona. [?'d like to have s bigger spartment
out in the suburbe out 4 esn't sfford the right rent snd there ien't
any openinge anywsy.

g ¢ gncna'ws are pretty well off compared 10 & lerge najority of
those Hisei who sre 6rying to auy sort of housing now that the fa~
milies bave O lesve the centers. iost of them do mot heve the
fucome Lo take csre of a fsmily group Lecsuse LLey weien't estabe-
lished out hercsl 4 lot of them wereé msking go0d wagee but they were
too young to realize that they ehould think more of the future 8o
they spent it vp on having & rood time.

*#nencislly I've done qulte nicely during the peet year. I
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guess ['ve made just a8 much sas wmost Fleei as I have bcou'.vitst;li
_batwncn #2300 pnﬁ $40C a month., l1've been ailp to save o 8 11&%10,-
bit of money tool  i've vought juite a few war wonds and they sre a
good investmwente for my daughters, 1 heve s 1ife Ilneurance poliey
for osgh_of them and they will ve able to go 0 college on it or
else us¢ il when the time comes for them to be on thelr own.

"Qur eocial 1ife out here hse mnot been snythine exciting, but it
is smooth. #e stbtend the chuwrch here regularly now and we take an
sciive interest iu all of the other chuich sctivities, I wrucss we
are showing slens of petting ferily well eatéuiished. fig don't heve
eny fights with out lanilord and there reslly ie good relationsnip
Le tween ne.. Ee 1~ not thé ser ions religious type every minute of
the day. 1've made s lot of friends at the chureh whem I got on
Tuesdey nights W 40 volvntary work.

"l don't Leloﬁ& to any other ¢lubs st the prezent time. 1 uned
to ve an sracciate JACL member, but I drifted svey fxom that bLecause
i don't feel thut close unity snymore, KkKonnle Shiozeki Lhas Leen
aekine me to join for juite & while. I mey do it ecmetime because
ke pute the presavre on me snd wekes it & sort of civic responsibi-
litys, 1I've hessd that the 1oea1|chaptex wante L0 start o tuck a
month membershlpy but 1 don’t feel like plving s @ollas 4 mouth to
the organizetion if there is nol Ming to vre dny good return in it,
1 thipk they'll juet uee the money collected to sponeor Ligger social
setivities «nd I don't want to be s membexr of it 1L it's golug to be
liske 1t wes on ithe cossl.

"I belong t0 sn ivformsl nisel bridge club but it hasn't been
aeilva lately. We don't Leve & name or any regular membership be-
couse we felt thst it was better not to have s fomal ergaﬁlmation.
Lrnie Iaksheshi 1a the one who has Lrought this group together snd

it 18 compoeed mostly of older Nisel, 4 Laven't gone to any of the

»
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Hisel socisle or dauces in the past few months., I1've '_heen working
in the eveniuga, tut we plan to get out this sumaua more with the
femily snd zo pichicking of for joy rides if the gas eitustion pez-
.mits, GSome church membere slways offer us & ride on Sundays and
sone of our “isei frienmie slso have cars.

"Oour Hisei circle 18 composed of not more thsn 10 couples and
we see them ot lesst once s month, There are s lot of scettered |
bisel we kpow but we see them rarely. Our hskujiin cired is juet
about theé same size ss our Hisei one, but the £ groups baven't mixed
in with one another jyet. 1'a liie to see more mixiug of this type
ag it ie healthy. My dauvshters are aoing it moet succesafully at
gehool and thei will g0 more and more into tnia'trend g0 we should
keep up. Vur friends sre picked on the basis of whether we like
each other, and we certainly do not go axrouwnd svoiding the Japsnese.
It is true that there is more of & Japsnesc town here thsn & yesr
ego, but it ien't entirely segregated Ly any weans., Lhere must ve
ceveral concentration of Jepanese in Chicage now vut the Clark St.
group ie the lergest esnd that certainly does not lock go0d ©O me.
lt'e @ chesp neighuorhocd sud the Japsuese procery stores are already
cul®throsting one aucther to get all the Japsnese businees. i think ;
it world Le wiser to depend moere on Lhe hskulin trade se the Japanese
out Lgra won't be sble to eupport too wany Jepsnese businesscs. -If
they c¢ut themselves off socially, then esoon they will cut nhemaclvel
off sconomieanlly an& i don't think thet thie is =0 pood,

"idost of my leisure time is spent in sociel vielting, bgtdge
parties, ocessional Bhowe sand deucez at tﬂe 1ax pe puﬁlic pleces,
4iu's8 s mixed gzoup thet 4'u in., I do s little lisht reading now and
thén slso, The only wey I keep on the war mews ig ©0 read the dl[lj
pepers aud listen to the radio, e sre getiing wore and more seibtled

even if i am not positive thet the future will work ovt well for us,
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My aaushtoxl arn well catubllah.l in uchooi nnl meking p00d progreas
80 thet is & good thing., My datghtara don't kuow v!rx'nhch 3apnn¢to
80 day by da;-they are forgetting vhet 1ittle they lesrned in camp.
1 couldn't tesch them bLecauee I have never known the languapge very
well. I guese the e nsei (third gemeratiom) will be much more inte-
grated then the Nisei, <he ¥isei are fairly well scattered even
though ﬁnere ere concentration in gpote and my é=ughtera, for ex=-
emple, know omly Caucsasisn friends except for the chiléron of oux
Aicei friends, |

"My girls might even grow up and want to iatermarry. It would
be up to them to decide. There has been s 1ot of ilontermerrisge even
guong the Yigel snd the suvceess or fallure of thepe marriage is an
individual matter, I think thet the third generstion will have leas
public feeling eraiust them 80 that more nre¢ bound to pet inter-
merried. ¥eyoe it will ve better for them sg they will definitely
belong only to this country Bylthcn. I know 1°11 never g0 to the
orient to live #e camp wse ved enoush snd I don't want any more of
that etyle of living.

"The war iz vouvné to drsg out for s wmhile lomper so thut noc one
will e completely setuleﬂ;until the end of the fightine, &8 long
g8 the Nisel =tey ouvt nere,'they won't e too muck repercumeion
againet them, I don't think thet fhw est coast will be. pood for re=-
gettlement for sbout 4 or 5 yeere yet af 1t will take that long for
the feeling 1o die ouwt, I hope that Jspan wil)l give vp soon for
ite own.eake or there will ve nothing lert;of it 1ike Germany. It
hee to bte uvnconditions]l surrender now snd thé} heve no chance for a
negotiated pesce. I think thet msybe the Japanese people will have
a8 revolution. The) will overthrow the militerista becavse they are
tired of the war too. Some Hisei say that the Jepnnese will Fight
to the bitter end, ctut I doubt that, They're hard to unedrntand'
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though. ,

"'I wes always willing %o fight for this country, bLut I guess +
won't ve teken for military service now, I feel that 1 heve been
doing some eaaentisl work 80 I don't have too muech of s guilty con-
gékence about not serving in m wvniform, Ai've woupht as meny war
boude a8 4 ¢ovld sud 4've dene my best In otiuer weys. There is mo
dovbt timi 4'm svaking gvaxswiug in thise country., A half opti~
mistic about the lomg futuze but L nope we don't have another mejor
@epression., 4+'wm sfrsidé that one will come from £ to 7 yesrs though
agd it won't be sn essy time for snyome. I can't ssy that I have
galued finsucislly oy the evecuation, vut there hap beern some pro-
fitsvle thlme i hoeve learmed in other ways. If I were bsck iu‘my
home tTown 4 probzbly would hsve clomued ﬁp and 1'd be szet for life
vut L dopn't heve thst security now, In that wey, I heve loat ou .
But thie hss Leen partly compenssted ror vy the developmente of my

daughters’ possitilitics sud their good sdjustments,”



