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Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 

Febr uar y, 1944 (Revi sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 
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15. What  members of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  t o Assembl y Cent er ? 
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19, Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  
by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng "unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  
such per i ods . I ncl ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  

and c 
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Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 

Av . mo. 

wages 
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mi nat i on 

( .1 ob s i  n , o l  

6/ 41- ' 41 � - Us bo y i n Ec Debt . t o r e I  � i , . �60 

ri4 1 �.e ..." e l e c t r i c s i oo -  � � ...... 
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: i e r l : r u i t  t an:. 
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9/ 42- %, 42 

1 ' :. - 2., 42 r k er  i r  CO':i OU4l : .120 t  u l e 

0/ 1- 1 n '1 " 

2/ 15- n A r , � r t  V O T*T -  TO . 

" , 1- 1 ,3/4:. 
i  

2 l o - l i  i  . ,22 " 

11/ 1. : - 12 / 1 4: n c i o 2 -  a c c i d e n t  

T ^T ? - 32, 41 n � I  O 

l -  � - u r n go 

2 / ] /< 
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20. Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 

Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ect i ons For  what  par t y 

m ' 



WRA P o m 26 307, 573 

2. 
3. 
4 . 

5 . 

5a . 
7 . 

7a . 
8 . 
12. 
13. 
18. 

19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27a 
28. 

29. 

30. 
31. 

Gi l a 8 / 26/ 42 
Tul ar e 5 / 12/ 42 
Temp. 453 Kens i ngt on P I . , Pas adena, C a l i f . 
Per m. 719 S . Cent r a l , Los Angel es , C a l i f . 
Sat o , J u n j i r o , Mi y ag i , J apan 
Mas ak i , Hi s ak o , Hi r os hi ma, J apan 

Ho t el  Mgr . 

Gr ammar  s c ho o l , 1s t  S t . , L . A . , C a l i f . 1930 t o 1935 
J un i o r  h i gh , Ho l l enbec k J r . H i . , C a l i f . 1935 t o 1938 
Hi gh s c ho o l , Roos ev el t  H i . , L . * . C a l i f . 1938 t o 1941 
book k eepi ng maj or  
None 

67 130 l bs . 
No maj or  def ec t s 
Si ngl e 
Son 

1/ 10/ 24 
No 
H- 4 
Speaks J apanese 
L i ght  t r uc k dr i v er , hel per  

. Bookkeeper  
8/ 42 WRA Mess Oper at i on War ehouse wor ker  $16 mo. 

R i v er s , A r i z . 

6/ 42 t o 8/ 42 WCCA Rec r eat i on At t endant - - t ak i ng car e o f  

T u l ar e , C a l i f . ba l l  f i e l ds #8 mo. 
12/ 41 t o 3/ 42 Ro ber t ' s Ranch Mk t . Swamper �l oadi ng and unl oad-

L . A . (Who l es al e) i ng $25 wk . " 
7/ 41 t o 10/ 41 Gr and Mk t . , r e t a i l  Sal es c l e r k �wai t  on cust omer s 

L . A . , C a l i f . 
Hobbi es : Mus i c , spor t s 

None 
Chr i s t i an 

$18wb 

J ac k ' s s i s t e r , Tos hi k o I k eda, see CH.4 



Char k l es K i k uc hi  C' - 33 
Evac uat i on & r es et t l ement  udy , ?ekR- 5ha2?a- fp&t t éeki 4-
Un i v er s i t y o f  Ca l i f o r n i a . J ohn M a s a k i ( p s u e d . ) 
Mar ch 20, 1944 

J ohnny 
n i s e i  yout h 
Chi c ago f o r  
moved on t o 
1- 44. - hi s 
of  a r es t l es s 
not  been abl e 

Mas ak i , 
i hapa, 20, i s a s i ngl e 
who has onl y been i n 
about  t hr ee mont hs . He 
Mi nneapo l i s on Mar ch 17, 
case i s anot her  exampl e 

i nd i v i dual  who has 
t o make com l et e ad-

j us t ment s t o r es et t l ement  due t o 
vague unc er t a i n t i es *ana f ear s . 
Gr oss r ef er enc es t o t h i s case ar e 
CH- 4, CI - 2 , Ch- 34. J c.i nny i s t he 
br o t her  of  Mr s . I har a (CJ  - 4) . 



J ohnny Mas ak i , 20, was bor n on J anuar y 10, 19 24 i n Det r o i t , 

Mi c h i gan. He moved t o L os - ngel es wi t h h i s f ami l y ar ound 1 30 

and l i s educ at i onal  ai s t o r y i s as f o l l o ws : Eas t  î r s t  Sc ho o l , 

Los i mbel es , 1950- 1950; i - ol l enbeck j uni o r  ' i gh, L os Anee .es , 

1956- 1959; Roosevel t  h i gh , 195? - 41. J ohnny al s o at t ended t he 

Bapt i s t  J apanes e l anguage schoo l  f r o :: 1950 t o 1957 and t h i s cou-

pl et  es h i s f or mal  educ at i o n . 

Sho r t l y a f t er  t he out br eak o f  t he war  J ohnny moved ,/i t h h i s 

f ami l y t o Pas adena t o be evac uat ed wi t h h i s br o t her - i n- l aw's 

f ami l y (May, 1942) . He was evac uat ed t o t he Tu l ar e assembl y 

Cent er  and l a t er  moved t o Gi l a Tu Cent er . On J une 1, 1943, 

J ohnny r es et t l ed t o L i nc o l n ,Nebr as k a wher e e r emai ned f o r  t wo 

aeek s . l ie t hen we i t  t o Denv er , Co l o r ado wher e he r emai ned f o r  

s i x mont hs . Tear  t he end of  December , 1' 4<: , J  mny r es et t l ed 

t o Chi c ago at  t he i nv i t a t i o n of  h i s s i s t er  and br ot her - i n- l aw. 

Rec ent l y he dec i ded t o go t o Mi nneapo l i s t o j o i n mi s s i s t er - i n-

l aw whose husband i s at  Camp > ay age. J ohnny i s a member  of  t he 

l ar ger  gr oup whi c h V:w been undc r s t udi ed ay ahe . .r i t ea and r e-

f er enc es t o hi m wi l l  be-  f ound i n O. K . Di ar y and al s o i n t he 

cases p r ev i o us l y l i s t ed . 

J ohnny has had a v ar i ed wor k car eer  but  ae has never  meen 

f u l l y s a t i s f i ed i n any of  t he po s i t i o ns he a s he l d . He has some 

des i r e t o bee,me a bookkeeper  and he f ee l s t hat  ev ent ual l y he 

mi l  at t end c o l l ege or  .some t r ade schoo l  i n- or der  t o pr epar e hi m-

s el f  f ur t  l er . He f ee l s t h t  a l l  j obs hel d t o dat e have been 

dead- end j obs and h i s an i b i t i o n l i e on a h i gher  l ev e l . J ohnny 

began h i s wor k i ng c ar eer  dur i ng h i gh s choo l  �hen he wor ked at  

odd j obs ana i n t he J apanese f r u i t  s t ands ar ound os angel es . 



�i s f i r s t  j eb-  r egu l ar  j ob was as a bus boy i n t he Br oadway De-

par t ment  St or e i n Los Angel es f o r  a wage of  - ¿60 a mont h. l ie qui t  

t h i s j ob bec ause he f e l t  t hat  t he o t her  wor ker s r es ent ed h i s 

pr esenc e. I n augus t , 1041, J ohnny became empl oyed as an appr en-

t i c e i n a J apanese e l ec t r i c shop f o r  ,60 a mont h. He soon became 

d i s s a t i s f i ed wi t h t hi s , j ob because h i s empl oyer  t oo : advant age 

of  h i s i nexper i enc e and r equi r ed hi m t o put  i n a gr eat  deal  of  

over - t i me wi t hout  pay . J ohnny f e l t  t hat  he was n ' t  1ear  Li n . any-

t hi ng new so t hat  he obt ai ned a j ob as a f r u i t  s t and c l er k at  

13 a week . I n Oct ober .?* 1- 41, J ohnny wor ked as a pac ker  i n a 

banana who l es al e house f o r  v3o a week . He obt ai ned t h i s j ob 

t hr ough h i s br ot her - i n- l aw. He qui t  t h i s j ob i n November  t o be-

come a swamper  at  t he Rober t s - Whol esal e mar ket .f cf c Thr ough some 

d i f f i c u l t y wi t h t he empl oyer  he was f i r e d . J oh my f el t  thi  t  i t  

was t he r es u l t  o f  t he war  s i t uat i o n . He di d not  hoi -  anot her  

r egul ar  j ob u n t i l  t he ev ac uat i o n. 

At  t he Tul ar e Assembl y Cent er  J ohnny wor ked as a r ec r eat i on-

a l  at t endant  and he di d t hi s , j ob' t hr oughout  h i s s t ay i n t he 

assembl y c ent er . //hen he r el oc at ed t o t he 7RA pr o j ec t  i n Gi l a , 

he obt ai ned a po s i t i o n wi t h t he war ehouse cr ew f o r  whi ch he r e-

c ei ved ,16 a mont h, î t h t he openi ng of  t he camouf l age net  

pr o j ec t  at  Gi l a , J ohnny t r ans f er r ed t o t he net  wor k wi t -  some o f  

h i s f r i ends , c ur i ng t he ear l y s t ages of  t h i s wor k he made about  

69 .,,60 a mont h c l ear  but  ev ent ual l y h i s s k i l l  i nc r eas ed so t hat  

he was abl e t o c l ear  ar ound ,,- 120 a mont h by t he t i me he qu i t . 

Be mad t o qui t  t h i s po s i t i o n because of  t he l i n t  i n f ec t i o n on 

h i s f ac e and ar ms . 

By t h i s t i me he was t h i nk i ng or  r es et t l ement  so t hat  he d i d 
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n9t  t ake a j ob i n t he c ent er . l ie r es et t l ed t o L i nc o l n , Nebr aska 

at  t he i nv i t a t i o n of  h i s br ot her - i n- l aw. He was pr omi sed f ac-

t o r y wor k but  t he j ob f e l l  t hr ough so t hat  a f t er  t wo weeks of  

uns uc c es s f u l  j ob hunt i ng, J ohnny dec i ded t o go t o Denver  wher  ; he 

i - medi at - l y got  a j ob as a pac k er  at  K ear t ner ' s P r oduce Cot npany, 

He made about  ¿ 55 a week dur i ng t he snor t  s eas on. He t hen t ook 

a j ob as a l abo r er  i n a f oundr y f o r  25 a week . He qui t  t h i s 

po s i t i o n because he di d not  l i k e t he wor k a f t er  t wo week s . J ohnny 

t hen wor ked u n t i l  November  as a di s hwas her  i n a Chi nese r es t au-

r ant . He 'as hur t  i n a bo i l er  exp l o s i o n i n t h i s j ob so t hat  ie 

.vas U'",e .1, l oyed u n t i l  mi d- Dece ber . By t h i s t i me he f e l t  t hat  

t her e was not  s u f f i c i en t  j ob o ppo r t uni t i es f o r  hi m i n Denver  t hat  

he ac c ept ed h i s s i s t er  * s i nv i t at i o n t o come t o Chi ca go. 

J o hnny 'ar r i v ed i n t h i s c i t y near  t he end of  December , 1042, 

and he /as unempl oyed f o r  t he f i r s t  week . He t hen f ound a j ob i n 

a f oundr y as a f ur nac e t ender  f o r  ">[� 0 a week . He qui t  t h i s j ob 

ear l y i n F ebr uar y as he f e l t  t hat  i t  had har mf ul  e f f ec t s on h i s 

heal t h . He t hen vor ked as a r eamer  i n a machi ne shop un t i l  

:i ar  h 17, when he qui t  h i s j ob t o go t o Mi nneapo l i s . Thr oughout  

hi s s t ay i n Chi cago J ohnny was not  abl e t o f i nd adequat e adi us t -

ment s t o h i s l i f e her e al t ho he f e l t  t hat  i t  was much mor e s at i s -

f ac t o r y t han dur i ng h i s s t ay i n Denv er . He f e l t  t hat  he had a 

f ami l y l i f e w i c h was pr ev i o us l y l ac k i ng . The r ecent  dr ar t  

announcement s was one of  t he c h i ef  r eas ons whi ch mot i vat ed hi m t o 

l eave f o r  Hi nneapo l i s at  t h i s t i me. He f el t  t hat  he woul d h;uve 

mor e oppo r t uni t y t o get  i nt o t he l anguage schoo l  at  Savage i f  he 

'. er e near  i t  as he di d not  wi sh t o be sent  t o t he s egr egat ed uni t  

at  Camp - hel by . 
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"J ohnny des c r i bes h i ms el f  as a 'r ef or med z- oot  s u i t er ' ' . He 

hung ar ound wi t h t h i s t ype of  r ang i n Los ¿ n r e l es , but  he a p p a r -

ent l y was never  a c l ose member  of  t he gr oup. By nat ur e he i s 

r at her  i nc l i ned t o be shy and i nt r ov er t  al t ho he t al k s f r ee l y when 

one becomes ac quai nt ed wi t h hi m. J ohnny i s about  5 f t . 7 i n 

hei ght  and he wei ghs ar ound 140 pounds . He i s qui t e Amer i c ani zed 

whi ch may be due t o t he.mor e l i ber a l  t ype of  househol d i n whi ch he 

was r ear ed. I n s p i t e of  t hat  J ohnny admi t s t hat  t her e was a gr  at  

deal  or  J apanese c u l t ur al  t r a i n i ng i n h i s home al t ho h i s o l . e r  

s i s t er  (CL - 4) t ended t o mi ni mi ze t h i s f ac t o r . *ost  o f  J o hnny 's 

c hi l dhood memor i es begi n wi t -  L os n̂gel es wher e he l i v ed f a i r l y 

c l ose t o t he J apanese com l uni t y . 

J ohnny f ee l s t hat  h i s ambi t i ons have not  come anywher e near  

t he achi evement  whi c h he des i r es . l ie i s r at her  pr oud of  h i s 

f a t h e r ' s f or mer  s uc c es s and he f ee l s t  at  he has t o l i v e up t o i t  

h i ms el f . Vie i s r at her  di  c ur a ed by t he f ac t  t hat  so ? any o l  t he 

n i s ei  ar e not  wor k i ng t owar ds t hei r  f ut ur e mor e i nt ent l y at  t he 

pr es ent  t i me. I n s p i t e of  h i s des i r es t o es t abl i s h economi c se-

c ur i t y , J ohnny r eel s qui t e r es t l es s . He has made bet t er  adj us t -

ment s i n h i s s o c i a l  r e l at i o ns h i p whi ch was r eady made f o r  hi m 

upon h i s a r r i v a l  s i nc e he has a number  or  r e l a t i v es i n Chi c ago . 

He has been pal l i ng ar ound wi t h a younger  br ot her - i n- l aw and 

dur i ng hi s s t ay i n Chi c ago , t h i s was mor e or  l es s h i s c i r c l e . I t  

was composed of  al most  a l l  n i s e i  except  f or  one Cauc as i an mr l . 

J o hnny 's own i n t er p r et at i o n of  h i s l i f e s t or y f o l l ows i n 

gr eat er  de t a i l . r he i nt er v i ews wer e conduct ed has t i l y over  a 

per i od of  a week al t ho c ont ac t s had been made s i nc e h i s a r r i v a l . 

J ohnny was c ons t ant l y apo l ogi s i ng f o r  h i s i n ab i l i t y t o xpr es s 
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h i ms el f  f u l l y wi t h mor e c o nv i c t i o n , but  he t o l a h i s s t or y f a i r l y 

f r ee l y . Var i ous ques t i ons wer e i n j ec t ed at  c er t a i n po i nt s but  i n 

t he f o l l o wi ng wr i t e- up, i t  wi l l  be r ec or ded i n c o nt i nu i t y . The 

s t at ement s have been r ecor ded as v er bat i m as p o s s i b l e . J ohnny 

was ext r emel y c ooper at i v e t hr oughout  t he i nt er v i ew and he post -

poned h i s depar t ur e . o r  Mi nneapo l i s f o r  one day i n or der  t hat  t he 

wr i t er  coul d f i n i s h up . t he i n t er v i ew. He wi l l  communi cat e at  i n-

t er v al s t o r epor t  h i s f ur t her  p r o gr es s , - - is s t o r y f o l l o ws : 

' ' l i k e a l l  oi  t he n i s e i , I  do n ' t  know har dl y any t hi ng about  

my par ent s ' back r ound. I l y f at her  i s qui t e a f ew y ear s o l der  t han 

my mot her  and he i s much l es s ac t i v e t han she i s at  t he pr esent  

t i  i e. f hey ar e s t i l l  i n camp but  my f at her  i s r et i r ed . Vy mot her  

i s wor k i ng at  t he c mp ho s p i t a l  and she seems t o be enj oy i ng t he 

c ent er  l i f e . Th i s ak es i t  much tore d i f f i c u l t  t o pl an f o r  f a mi l y 

r es et t l ement  because t hey do n ' t  want  t o come out  s i nc e t hey f eel  

t hat  I  wi l l  be dr af t ed soon an way . - Ley d n ' t  mi nd ray p.oi n � t o 

t he Ar my because I  al r eady have a br o t her  at  Oarap l av age. 

!My f at her  has been ar ound qui t e a bi t  i n t h i s count r y and he 

knowsnor e about  l i f e her e t han a l o t  of  t he i s s e i . '- he f i r s t ' 

p l ac e he went  t o was New Yor k , 1 t h i nk . I  know he has been ar ound 

t o a l o t  of  t he d i f f er ent  s t at es but  he never  t o l d me much about  

i t . I  d n ' t  even know when he came or  when he got  mar r i ed. He 

went  t o Det r o i t  a f t er  he got . mar r i ed and he wor ked f o r  - enr y Por d 

f o r  a whi l e and t hen he opened up a f ac t or ; -  of  h i s we? own. . y 

unc l e was out  t her e wi t h hi m and we wer e about  t he onl y J apanese 

£ - i l y i n the/-  s ec t i on of  t he c ount r y . I  do n ' t  r e member  v r y much 

about  h i s bat t er y f ac t o r y i n Det r o i t  because I  was young when we 

l e f t . I  know t hat  we . e r e pr et t y wel l  o f f  t her e because we had a 



house a l l  our  own. 77e wer e qui t e c omf or t abl e, but  l axer  when e 

moved t o L os Angel es we wer en ' t  so wel l  o f f  as ray dad had some 

bus i nes s r ev er s es . Ee never  c o nf i ded much i n us k i ds so I  do n ' t  

know a l l  of  t i e t h i ngs he went  t hr ough. I  s t i l l  have an unc l e 

and br o t her  wor k i ng i n t he i f 'ord Company i n Det r o i t . 

'My mot her  was wi t h dad ever  s i nc e I  can -  r emember , '- hey 

never  t al k ed about  t hei r  ear l y l i f e t o us . They got  a I on; f a i r l y 

.el l  but  I  suppose my mot her  was a l i t t l e mor e c onser vat i ve t han 

dad. I n s p i t e of  t hat , she was abl e t o get  al ong wel l  wi t h the'' 

Cauc as i ans and she s a i d once t hat  she. used t o bel ong t o qui t e a 

f ew of  t he Caucas i an women*s c l ubs i n Det r o i t . I  uess i t  was 

har der  f o r  her  bec aus e s e d i dn ' t  meet  as - .any Cauc as i ans as my 

f a t her , "i l ven at  t hat , she i s d e f i n i t e l y much mor e l i ber a l  t han 

i ost  o f  t he i s s e i  women I  hav e ' s een s i nc e t hen. ¡ot her  can 

speak - n l i s h and ./ r i t e i t  pr et t y good f o r  an i s s e i . She - .."r i tes 

l et t er s t o me i n E ng l i s h . She s peak s a l ot  mor e Engl i sh t han most  

i s s ei  because t her e was n ' t  much chance t o speak J apanes e i n 'De-

t r o i t  and we soon got  out  of  t he habi t  i n our  f ami l y , l l y f at her  

and meol fcher  got  al ong, f a i r l  -  wel l  but  I  guess i t  was a f i xed mar -

mi age l i k e most  of  t he i s s e i  mar r i ages , «s t hey got  o l der  t hey 

under s t ood each ot her  bet t er  and now, t hey get  al ong f i n e . They 

had t he us ual  ar gu Lent s, but  t her e was never  any t hi ng r ea l  s er i o us , 

y mot her  us ual l y l e f t  t he i mpor t ant  dec i s i o ns t o dad and she j us t  

pai d at t e nt i on t o br i ng i ng us up c o r r ec t l y . T i e onl y t i me she 

r ea l l y ut  her  f oot  dcmm was when she want ed t o co le t o Oal i f o r -

l i a. Dad want ed t o come t oo so t hat  mas okay . I  gues s my mot her  

was pr et t y l onesome t o see ot her  J apanes e a f t er  bei ng i n et r o i t  

a i l  t he t i me s i nc e she came f r om J apan. She i s a qui t e l i v e l y 
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per s on and I  guess my s i s t er  t ook a f t e r  her  mor e "because t hey r et  � 

a i o n e s i e r  wi t h peo p l e. Cone t o t h i nk o f  i t , a r mt s must  

have been mar r i ed i n J apan f o r  a number  of  y ear s bef  .r e t he; came 

t o - .ner i ca because I  t h i nk we have t hr ee o t her  s i s t  er s w o wer e 

bor n i n J apan a i d t hey ar e a l l  o l der  t han Ta .i e, my o l der  s i s t er  

her e. .She i s t he o l des t  o f  t he c h i l dr en her e and I  f ca¥ am t he 

y ounges t . I  have t wc br o t her s bes i des t hat  and one i s i n t he 

Ar my now. 1 d e i ' t  know any t hi ng about  my r e l a t i v es i n J apan'be-

cause I  l ave nev er  been t her e and I  donT t  car e t o f i nd out  any./ay . 

�'Dad was t he nr...re c ui et  k i nd and i  suppose I  t ook a f t er  hi m 
t  

a gr eat  dea l . He t r eat ed us k i ds, a l l  r i ght  and I  was h i s s pec i a l  

pet  as I  was t he y ounges t . On week- ends i n r i c h i gen he used t o 

t ake me out  f o r  l ong wal k s on t he boul evar ds and buy me c ndy . 

We l i v ed i n a pr et t y bi g house i n a ni c e nei ghbor hood and I  never  

saw any J apanese out s i de of  my f ami l y u n t i l  1 came t o Ca l i f o r n i a . 

The onl y J apanese out s i de of  t hose i n bur  house was my unc l e and 

he used t o cone and v i s i t  ever y once i n a whi l e because he was 
» 

v-  or  k i ng f or  Henr y F or d t hen. 

d b . er  much of  f Ai ck i gan bec ause I  l ef t  so young. 

1 was onl y about  s i x /hen I  got  t o L os Angel es . I  co r e me ber  one 

t i ne .. :en dad and one of  h i s Cauc as i an f r i ends t ook me f i s h i ng on 

one o f  t he r i v er s i n I ' i c h i  an. I hey a l l  caught  i i s h and I  was ver y 

di s appo i nt ed because I  d i d n ' t  get  any . Dad ant ed t o make ie 

happy so he put  a dead f i s h on t he l i ne and I  had a l o t  of  f un 

j u l l i n g i t  i n . not  her  t i me, Sur  whol e f ami l y went  t o a hak u j i n 

f r i en d ' s house near  t he l ak e and we s t ayed f or  s ev er al  day s . : "y 

br o t her s and I  went  out  n t he p i er  t o l ook at  t he man's mot or  

boat . - e wer e s t andi ng near  t he edge of  t he p i er  when .1 suddenl y 
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f e l l  i nt o t he l ak e . I  al most  dr owned bef o r e my br o t her  .pul l ed ne 

out . A f t er  t hat  I  was al ways a f r a i d or  wat er  so I  d i dn ' t  1 a m tc 

swi m l i k e a l o t  of  n i s e i  k i ds di d i n L os n̂ ge l es . 

'Our  f ami l y .oved t o Ca l i f o r n i a about  l .\ 3f . My dad went  

f i r s t  as he hear d t hat  t he pr os pec t s //er e good t o s t ar t  a bat t er y 

ooz f ac t o r y t her e. : y unc l e went  ./ i t h hi m t o l ook ar ound. I  .t er  

t hey sent  f o r  t hé r es t  of  us . My dad di d maria, e t o s t ar t  a bat t er y 

:ox manuf ac t ur i ng company. I  gues s he went  bank r upt  because so e 

Amer i can f e l l o ws swi ndl ed eu hi m out . "l aybe i t  was because of  t he 

depr es s i o n, - anyway, we had t o l i v e a l ot  poor er  a f t er  t hat , 

d i dn ' t  wor k r egu l ar l y any mor e and he l ust  put t er ed ar ound mor e or  

l es s wi t h h i s i n t en t i o n . ; y mot her  and br ot her  had t o t ake mor e 

o f  t he r es p o ns i b i l i t y f o r  mak i ng money a f t e r  t hat . Dad has been 

wor k i ng on some k i nd of  a d i r i g i b l e i dea and hn e l ec t r i c car  r or  

a l ong t i me. He had some pat ent s on hi s i nv ent i ons but  I  do n ' t  

know what  he has i nv ent ed. I  gues s i t  was a l i t  l e unusual  f o r  an 

i s s ei  t o be an i  i vent or . 

:,- - y mot her  woul d have pr ef er r ed dad t o wor k r egul ar l y bec aus e 

she had t o go wor k a f t er  t hat  i n o r der  t o suppor t  us . ' f o r  a whi l e 

s ie used t o se?/ handk er c hi ef  s f o r  a company. L at er  my b r ot  t er  

, went  t o a C . G. C . camp and he sent  money home ever y mont h. We had 

qui t e a har d t i me t hen. !y mot her  d i dn ' t  l i k e i t  so much and she 

used t o quar r el  wi t h dad because e f e l l  down f r om t he po s i t i o n we. 

hel d bef o r e. We wer e even poor er  t han a l ot  of  J apanese f ami l i es 

i n I o s Angel es and my mot her  d i d n ' t  l i k e t h i s so l uch because she 

was much bet t er  o f f  t han l any of  t hem i n " i c h i . an. I t  was par t l y 

her  f aul t  because she was t he one who want ed t o come t o Ca l i f o r n i a 

t he mos t . I  us ed t o hear  ny par ent s ar gui ng nost l y on f i nanc i a l  
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pr obl ems . A l l  t he peopl e wer e poor  t hat  t i me because i t  was t he 

depr es s i o n . l a t e r  ray mot her  had t o go i nt o domest i c day wor k so 

t hat  we woul d have enough t o eat . We l i v ed i n a pr et t y good pl ac e 

and i t  was n ' t  near l y as bad as she t hought . Ev ent ual l y my dad 

r an some k i nd of  a ho t el  but  I  do n ' t  know much about  i t . I t  was n ' t  

i n t he J apanes e s ec t i on at  a l l . 

* "Th i ngs pi c k ed up f o r  us a f t e r  a wh i l e and we made out  okay , 

¿ t  f i r s t  we l i v ed i n a 7- r oom house on t he eas t  s i de i n Lo./ l e 

hei ght s . - her e wer e Cauc as i an nei ghbor s near  feat  trs but  a l i t t l e 

f ur t her  down t  er e wer e J apanes e and J ewi s h peo l e . f hen we 

moved r i ght  i n - oy l e Hei ght s wher -  a l l  J apanes e l i v ed. 1 a r e 

- er e a f ew hak uj l n nei ghbo r s ar ound our  b l o c k . I fy mot her  l i k ed 

i t  bet t er  i n Los Angel es i n s p i t e of  t he l o s s of  her  f or mer  posi -

t i on because she made a l o t  of  f r i en ds i n c hur c h. .Dad never  

t al ked about  go i ng bac k t o Det r o i t  e i t her  even t hough he d i dn ' t  do 

so wel l  f i n an c i a l l y i n Los n̂ ge l es . He was get t i ng o l der  so I  

guess he t hought  mor e o f  r e t i r i n g . 

" I n our  f ami l y a f f a i r s ar ound our  home, my mot her  was ' .or e or  

l es s t he bi g bo s s , Lhe was t he one who t o l d us what  t< do and 

what  not  t o do . y f at her  j us t  sat  i n t he backgr ound hen i t  came 

t o r ear i ng t he c h i l dr en . Ly mot her  had pr et t y l i ber a l  i deas so 

t hat  I  d i d n ' t  have t oo many f i  - J i ts wi t h her . I  guess my s i s t er  and 

o l der  br o t her s went  t hr ough i t  f i r s t  and t hey s o f t ened her  up. 

She was n ' t  near l y as s t r i c t  as a l ot  of  J apanese f ami l i es wer e be-

cause she knew a l i t t l e about  Amer i can f  mi l y l i f e dur i n t he 

t i me she l i v ed i n J e t r o i t . 

tTl y mot her  has al ways been a l i t t l e r e l i g i o us and she al ways 

t o l d me t o 50 t o t he Chr i s t i an chur ch and she wai t ed me t o gr ow up 
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t o be a pr eac her . I  obeyed her  ver y du t i f u l l y u n t i l  I  got  ol d 

enough t o r ebel  aga i i s t  t hat . Mom i ns i s t ed upon us l ear n i ng cer -

t a i n par t s of  J apanes e c ul t ur e because she t hought  i t  woul d be 

good f o r  us , but  she never  was t oo s t r i c t  i n i t . She v/ant ed me t o 

l ear n J apanes e bec ause she s ai d i t  woul d be bet t er  f o r  me i n t he 

f ut ur e year s bo know i t . ¿he s ai d I  woul d have a bet t er  chance 

t o get  a good j ob i f  I - knew t he l angua e . ¿- he never  t al ked much 

about  J apan or  encour a - ed me i n J apanes e i deas . Once i n a whi l e 

she woul d t a l k about  her  r e l a t i v es t her e but  I  never  was much i n-

t er es t ed i n t hat . My par ent s t ook a J apanese Amer i can l anguage 

newspaper  and t hey kept  up on t he news t hat  way . 'i  'ey al s o r ead 

some J apanes e book s . " 4 I Q 7 al s o r ead Engl i s h newspaper  an & maga-

z i nes so t hat  t hey wer e abl e t o f i nd out  . bout  a l o t  of  t h i ngs . 

They never  t a l k ed about  p o l i t i c a l  t h i ngs t o me as I  was t oo young. 

I  gues s t hey wer en T t  i n t er es t ed t oo much i n i t  e i t her . y mot her  

was n ' t  t oo s t r ong on a l o t  o f  J apanes e t h i ngs but  she di d say t hat  

we shoul d speak J apanese t o ot her  i s s ei  and r espec t  t h e i . ;e even 

had t o bow down t o t hem when we f i r s t  went  t o Los Angel es but  we 

d i dn ' t  do t hat  ver y l o ng. 

home we had most l y J apanese s t y l e f o o d. .re used chop-

s t i c k s most  of  t  i e t i me exce. t  when we at e - «me l ean d i s hes . re 

began t o eat  mor e and mor e Amer i can f ood as we got  o l der . As a 

f ami l y , we got  al ong f a i r l y wel l  a l t ho us k i ds us ed t o f i gh t  wi t h 

e; ch ot her  as k i ds . 1 was t he smal l es t  one so I  never  got  much-

say i n any t h i ng. I  j us t  t ag. ed e.l onr  behi nd my br o t her s . I  had 

r .3£ act  f or  my br o t her s and s i s t er  t hough bec ause t hey see l ed t o 

mow a l ot  mor e t han I  d i d . '- 'hey wer e t he ones who r e a l l ; d i d 

aost  of  t he r ebel l i ng agai ns t  t he par ent s and I  got  t he benef i t  
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o f  i t . They used t o t a l k back t o mot her  and dad about  a l o t  of  

xi i i er i can i deas t hat  t hey l ear ned i n s c hoo l . I t  was a ;:ocd t hi ng 

t hat  my par ent s ./er e t o l er ant  about  i t  bec ause t hey r ave i n a l ot  

o f  t i mes . They wer en ' t  l i k e a l o t  o f  J apanese f ami l i es wher e t he 

par ent s wer e f anat i c . 

"As I  got  o l der  I  f ound I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t oo much o f  t he J apan-

es s t y l e t h i ngs and I  us ed t o ar gue : gai ns t  rny mot her  about  i t . 

at  f i r s t  ay no t he: get  her  way but  I  won out  as 1 r et  o l der  t oo . 

- he d i dn ' t  say t oo much t o any of  us about  J apanes e cust oms af t er  

t hat  and she j us t  accent ed t he f ac t  t hat  we wer e gr owi ng up l i k e 

ot her  Amer i can k i ds . One of  t he har des t  t h i ngs t hat  she d i dn ' t  

l i k e t o g i v e i n t o was $oi ng out  t o d nc es . A l l  t he Jap- : nese f a-

mi l i es wer e t h i s way . I  t h i nk she was i n f l uenc ed by l i v i n g i n 

Los - »ngel es bec aus e she d i dn ' t  obj ec t  t o d i c es t hat  much. L at er  

on she gave i n and accept ed t he f � c t . ano t her  po i nt  1 used t o 

ar gue wi t h her  about  was go i ng t o chur ch. I  d i d n ' t  see any us e 

i n i t  so I  s t opped go i ng when I  was 15 and t hat  was t hat . 

" I  gues s our  home l i f e was a mi xt ur e of  Amer i can and J ap- nese 

t l i ngs , f̂ t e r  my mot her  l ear ned t o st op y e l l i n g about  J apanes e 

i deas , our  home l i f e got  mor e and mor e Amer i c ani zed. She spoke i n 

J apanese t o us but  we a l l  answer ed ' i n E ng l i s h . L at er  on she made 

at t empt s t o speak t o us i n Engl i s h and she got  pr et t y :ood. "l ot  

many i s s ei  woul d i ve i n t hat  much t o t hei r  c h i l dr en, I  bet . She 

was l uch mor e Amer i c ani zed t han most  o f  t he i s s ei  I  saw i n L os 

Angel es . I t  was a good t h i ng t hat  she l i v ed among t he Cauc as i ans 

i n Mi c h i gan and as s o c i at ed wi t h some of  t hem beo: use t hat  gave her  

t he ambi t i on t o l ear n how t o r ead, speak and wr i t e ¿ n g l i s h . 

''ICven af t er  we got  t o Los Angel es :iy mot her  made f r i ends anion 
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t he Cauc as i an nei ghbo r s . I  gues s most  or  t he o t her  i s s e i  women 

wer e a f r a i d t o do t h i s bec ause t hey eewa c o u l dn ' t  speak Sn d i s h so 

we l l . I n s p i t e of  t hat , my mot her  went  ar ound most l y wi t h t he 

J a anese chur ch gr oup i n t he s o c i a l  a f f a i r s . My dad d i dn ' t  bel ong 

wi t h any par t i c u l ar  r oup and he j us t  f o l l owed mot her . Bot h of  

t he i  went  ar ound i n t he same gr oup al t ho dad di d have a l o t  of  

Cauc as i an f r i ends who wer e hel p i ng hi m out  on h i s i nv ent i o ns . t hey 

woul d v i c i t  back and f o r t h many t i mes and t a l k t h i n s over . 

"My mot her  was mor e l onesome f o r  J apan t han my dad. � he 

want ed t o go back and v i s i t  her  r e l a t i v es . When my s i s t er  went  

over  t her e, i t  was ay dad who t ook her . !!y mot her  want ed t o v i s i t  

her  mot her  and daught er s t oo . °h e never  t al k ed t oo much about  her  

daught er s i n J apan t o us al t ho she wr ot e t o t hem f a i r l y r egul ar l y 

bef or e t he war . I  guess now she i s r es i gned t o s t ay i ng over  her e 

al t ho she s t i l l  has some s ent i ment al  at t achment s f o r  J apan. T h a t ' s 

because she has r eí a" i ves over  t her e and t her e i s no t hi n p o l i t i c a l  

about  i t . 

" I n my younr  days i n Los angel es , I  hung ar ound most l y wi t h 

my br o t her s and a f ew o f  t he Cauc as i an nei ghbor  k i ds . I  was t he 

y o uní  es t  of  t he whol e - group so I  j us t  f o l l owed t  .em wher ever  t hey 

.vent , 'i 'hert  was a s t eep h i l l  near  wher e we l i v ed so t ' at  e woul d 

go s l eddi ng «. f t er  s c hoo l . - e never  got  t o pl ay wi t h Cauc as i an 

k i ds as l ong as we want ed t o bec ause we had t o go t o t h e dar n 

J ap;i nese s c hoo l . Somet i mes i n Sat ur days a l l  o f  us k i ds woul d 

wal k do nt own and wander  ar ound. I  never  had much f i gh t s mysel f  

bec ause my br o t her s al ways s t uck up f o r  me. � I  was mor e on t he 

qui et  s i de because my br o t her s got  raa- d i f  I  got  no i s y . 

�'i 4t  school  I  got  r ea l i  wood f r i ends wi t h one n i s ei  boy as ha 



h i s f o l k s wer e good f r i ends wi t h ray par ent s i n t he c hur c h. I  

d n T t  r emember  t oo much o f  my l i i 'e i n t he el ement ar y s c hoo l . I  

j us t  went  l i k e a l l  t he r es t  of  t he k i ds a- d 1 was one of  t hose shy 

n i s e i  beys . I  gues s 1 knew ¿n l i s h bet t er  t han most  of  t he n i s ei  

k i ds who gr ew up i n Los Angel es because my t eac her  i n t he f i r s t  

gr ade was i mpr essed and she sk i pped me one gr ,.de. - hat  i s .vhy 1 

got  out  of  schoo l  one y ear  ahead. I  d i d n ' t  mi nd go i ng t o school  

at  a l l  and I  d i dn ' t  have such a har d t i me wi t h Eng l i s h l i k e tr ie 

ot her  n i s e i  k i ds . I  r e l ember  t  l at  a l o t  o f  t hem i n t he f i r s t  

.r r ade har dl y knew Sng l i s h and t hey woul d j us t  speak J apanese among 

t he ¡.sel ves. I  never  under s t ood much what  t hey s a i d , l a t er  on. t hey 

began t o pi c k up E ng l i s h pr et t y f as t  and t hen t hey d i d n ' t  speak 

J apanese-  anymor e except  at  home. 

f , I  ent er ed t he aj bt i st  gakuen ( l angu re s c hoo l ) about  t he 

same t i me t hat  I  s t ar t ed t he publ i c school  and I  went  f o r  seven 

y ear s . I  never  d i d l i k e i t  ver ;r  much. I  used t o han ar ound Lt h 

my Cauc as i an f r i ends ar ound a l i t t l e cani t y s t o r e af t er  school  but  

1 al ways had t o l eave t hem t o go t o l anguage schoo l  f o r  3 hour s * 

They never  coul d under s t and why i  had t o do t h i s when t hey got  t o 

p l ay . The onl y t h i ng I  l i k ed about  t he l anguage schoo l  was t o go 

t her e and .l ay i n t he y ear d. I  d i d n ' t  car e t o s t udy J apanese at  

a l l  because t he t eac her s wer e d i f f e r en t  f r om my publ i c schoo l  

t eac her s . . The J ' . anese t eac her s wer e l uch s t r i c t er  and t hey wer e 

al f cays bawl i ng us out . l o s t l y t hey t aught  us how t o spea : and, 

r ead a l i t t l e J apanes e but  t hey al s o t aught  us some of  t hose J apan-

ese i deas l i k e bo1, i n* t o t he t eac her . «'e had; tc r ead s t o r i es 

about  J apan and a l l  t he s choo l  books wer  about  anc i ent  J apanese 

t a l es . oome of  t he s t o r i es wer e about  t he r̂ nper or  t oo and I  r e-



member  my J apanes e t eac her  al ways t o l d us t o r espec t  hi m. I  never  

t hought ' about  t hese t h i ngs and I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk much o f  t he Emper or . 

'Oc c as i o nal l y we had J apanes e mov i es and I  l i k ed t l er i  at  f i r s t  

bec ause t her e was . al ways a l ot  of  swor d f i gh t i ng ana exc i s e nt . 

a f t e r  I  got  t o k l ow Amer i can mov i es , I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he J apanese 

i ovi es at  a l l . >e us ed t o c el ebr at e a l o t  of  t he J apanes e ho l i day s 

at  sc oo- l . ?e woul d have p l ay s and a r e/ a l ar  pr ogr am on Bo y ' s 

Day and t hat  was one of  t he oc c as i ons when a l l  t he par ent s woul d 

t ur n out  t o see how wel l  \  e had l ear ned cur  l es s ons at  t he J apan-

ese s c hoo l , '- omet i  i es we had t o r ec i t e speeches 01 t he st  ae, but  

i t  was a l l  memor i zed and we har dl ;~ knew what  i t  l eant . I he schoo l  

r ave a b i g p i c n i c once a y ear  and a l l  o f  us k i ds woul d go out  and 

pl ay , i l l  k i nds o f  ;unies f o r  p r i s es . Our  schoo l  was not  so s t r i c t  

i n t he J apanese t hi ngs l i k e t he 'ot her  J apanese schoo l s i n Los An-

ge l es , es pec i a l l y t he f uddh i s t  l anguage sc o o l . The k i ds who went  

t o t he huddhi s t  s choo l  got  a l ot  mor e of  t hat  J apanese s t uf f  t han 

we d i d . The t eac her s made t hem bow and ev er y t h i n and t hey even 

had t o say t h i ngs when t hey got  i n f r ont  of  t he Emper o r 's p i c t ur e. 

Even at  t hat , most  of  my l anguage s c hoo l  t eac her s wer e pr o- J apan-

ese i n t hei r  t hought  and a l ot  o f  t i mes t hey l i xea t o br ag about  

J apan t o us k i ds . ¿Somet i mes t hey woul d t e l l  us t hat  we wer e dumb 

compar ed t o t he l i t t l e boys i n J apan and t hat  was supposed t o make 

us j eal o us . I  d i d n ' t  car e at  a l l  bec ause I  was n ' t  even i n t er es t ed. 

I f  we s-  i d a i y t h i n at  a l l  agai ns t  J apan, t hey got  nadj t . I  used 

t o l ear n c er t a i n t h i n s at  s choo l  but  i f  I  s ai d t  em at  t i e l an-

guage s c hoo l , t he t eac her s woul d t e l l  me t hat  t he publ i c schoo l  

zer o not  t eac hi ng UJ c o r r ec t l y . Ther e was one J apanes e t eac her  

w10 was v er y s t r i c t  and he used t o h i t  me on t he head bec ause I  
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d i dn ' t  pay enough at t ent i o n and he t hought  I  d i d n ' t  r eo i t  s er i o us l y 

enough. One t i me $ t o l d hi m t hat  I  l i k ed Amer i can t h i ngs bet t er  

and he ;ot  anr r y and s ai d t hat  1 was not  wor t hy t  be a J  a pane e. 

I  d i d n ' t  know what  i t  was a l l  about  and I  even was ashamed t hat  

t i me. I  got  wi s e when I  got  a l i t t l e o l der . I  t h i nk t hat  t he 

J apanes e l anguage schoo l  t ur ned a l ot  of  t he n i s ei  agai ns t  t he 

J apanese c ul t ur e because- t he publ i c schoo l  was much mor e i nt er es t -

i n;: i n compar i son t o l ear n i ng under  t hose s t r i c t  J apanes e t  ac her s . 

" I  know t hat  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e J apanes e schoo l  at  a l l  dur i ng t he 

t i me I  went . I  used t o d i t c h J apane e c l as s es a l o t  when I  was 

c bout  10 or  11 - years ol d and my mot her  got  af t er  me f o r  t hat . She 

s ai d t hat  1 shoul d at t empt  t o l ear n t he l anguage so I  d i d i t  mor e 

because she want ed ne t o . 

T,I  d n ' t  r emember  t oo much about  t he publ i c el ement ar y schoo l  

I  went  t o except  t hat  we pl ayed a l o t . I  got  f a i r l y good gr  .des 

and I  f e l t  j us t  l i k e t he o t her  k i ds at  s c hoo l . We a l l  mi xed eas i l y 

and even t he Mexi c an, Negr o and ( J ewi s h k i ds wer e accept ed as a 

par t  of  t he gang. Ther e was n ' t  any d i s c r i mi nat i o n among us k i ds 

at  a l l . 

"Then I  got  t o j uni o r  h i gh s c ho o l , my f ami l y moved t o anot her  

d i s t r i c t  so not  so many of  my o l d f r i ends went  t o t he same schoo l  

as 1 d i d . I  l i k ed j uni o r  h i gh qui t e a b i t . I  never  was ver y good 

i n at h l et i c s but  t he o t her  n i s e i  k i ds wer e good i n i t . I  managed 

t o mace a l o t  of  f r i ends okay t hough. As soon as I  got  o l d en on; a, 

1 j o i ned t he Boy Sc o ut s . I t  was a J apanese t r oop and I  l i k ed i t  a 

l o t . I  put  most  of  my t i me i n bet ween t he Boy ncout s and my schoo l  

l i f e . I  went  ar ound wi t h some n i s e i  f e l l o s mo - e af t ,er  t hat  and 

we di d ev er y t h i ng t o get her . I  l i k ed t he s c out s a l ot  bec ause of  
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t he many campi ng t r i ps we t ook out  i nt o t  he count r y and t h i s r e-

mi nded me o f  t he out door  l i f e 1 had known i n Mi c h i gan . We us d t o 

camp over ni  ht  and have weeni e r oas t s and a l o t  of  c ont es t s . 

"'When I  f i r s t  went  i nt o hi  :h s choo l  I  l i k ed i t  a l o t . But  as 

I  got  o l der , I  got  l azy i n s t udy i ng and I  d i dn T t  do so wel l  i n r ay 

gr ades $l t ho t hey wer e kept  u t o a r et t y good l ev e l . I  suppose 

1 got  di v er t ed .or e t o t he s o c i a l  l i f e . A f t e r  I  l ear ned how t o 

danc e, I  l i k ed t o go t o t he danc es . I  was t oo bas f ul  t o t o 

t he h i gh s choo l  dances but  I  went  a coupl e of  t i mes wi t h anot her  

n i s e i  f r i end and we j us t  s t ood ar ound. Even at  t he n i s ei  danc es 

I  was bas hf u l  and I  was a f r a i d t o as k t he g i r l s so I  j us t  s t ood 

ar ound and wat ched t he r es t  of  t hem. I  was t oo shy t o t ake g i r l s 

out  on dat es dur i ng t he t i me 1 was i n h i , h s c ho o l . 

"About  ha l f  of  my f r i ends at . t hat  t i me wer e n i s e i  and t he 

ot her  h a l f  hak u j i n . I  had schoo l  f r i ends among t he Cauc as i ans but  

I  d i dn ' t  see t hem much a f t e r  s c hoo l , '¿'he onl y Cauc as i ans I  knew 

r eal  wel l  out s i de of  s choo l  - were t he young guys who l i v ed i n t he 

same bl oc k as 1 d i d . F or  a l ong t i me I  p l ayed ar ound most l y wi t h 

t he Cauc as i an boy s i n our  b l o c k . V,e woul d go out  i nt o an empt y 

l o t  and p l ay f o o t ba l l  or  bas eba l l . L at er  on 1 s t ar t ed t o h- ng 

ar oui d mor e wi t h t he n i s ei  f e l l o ws . I  be, an t c go mor e and mor e 

over  t o t h e i r  houses t o f o o l  ar ound i ns t ead of  s t ay i ng on my bl oc -

and p l ay i ng . i t h t he Cauc as i an f e l l o ws . I  a l s o us ed t o be a dr ug 

s t o r e cowboy. - l e woul d j us t  st  i id ar ound t he cor ner  and t a l k about  

t hi ngs i i  g ner al  and,make r emar ks at  t he Cauc as i an and n i s ei  g i r l s 

as t hey ."ant  by . A l l  o f  t hem st uck t he i r  noses i n t he a i r , but  

t hey l i k ed i t . 

'Af t er  my sec nd year  i n h i gh school  I  had l es s t i me t o pl ay 



because I  wor ked f o r  an aunt . ¿>he was n ' t  a r eal  aunt  but  a c l ose 

f r i e id of  t  ie f ami l y . «he had a earn smal l . r es t aur ant  whi c h ser ved 

"ex i c an d i s hes . «t  f i r s t  I  washed di s i es and l a t er  I  cook 3d t _.cos, 

a ' ex i c a i  d i s h h i c h was t he s pec i a l t y of  t he r es t aur ant .  ̂ l o t  

01 Mexi c an k i ds used t o come hangi ng ar  und and 1 made f r i ends wi t h 

t hem. - hi s was t he f i r s t  t i me I  ev er  saw a zoot  s ui t  because t hey 

./er e wear i n t hem a l ong-  t i me bef o r e t he n i s e i  t ook i t  up . 

" I  d i dn ' t  t ake par t  i n much of  t he s choo l  a c t i v i t i es i n h i gh 

s c hoo l . The n i s e i  gr oup at  Roosevel t  hi  h s t uc k t o get her . e had 

a J apanes e c l ub t her e but  i  d i d n ' t  j o i n i t  as I  di c i n?t  l i k e a l o t  

of  n i s e i  f e l l o ws wrio r an t he c l ub, '¿hey t hought  t hey wer e pr et t y 

good ana t hey onl y want ed t he i r  own c l  i que t o be i n t he c l ub. I  

was n ' t  a par t  of  t h i s gr oup and 1 d i dn ' t  f ee l  any s pec i a l  ur ge t o 
� 

be a d e f i n i t e par t  o f  i t  even t hough 1 di d t ena t o go ar ound wi t h 

ot her  n i s e i  mor e and mor e i n h i gh s c hoo l . The J apanes e c l ub at  

h i gh sc  I O O I hel d a l o t  of  s o c i a l s and t hey l ed t hei r  own l i v es 

among t he n i s e i  s t udent s . '̂hey d i dn ' t  mi x t oo much . i t  i  t he ot her  

s t udent s except  f o r  a f ew who went  out  f o r  a t h l et i c s ana ot her  

school  a c t i v i t i e s . Kos t  of  t he n i s e i  wer e t oo c ons er vat i ve any ;ay . 

I  gues s 1 t ended t o be one of  t hose mor e qui et  k i nd al t ho I  was n ' t  

a b okwor m l i k e l ost  of  t hem wer e. Ther e wer e some n i n e ! w 10 wer e 

t he mor e r owdy t ype at  hi ; h schoo l  nd t hey d i d n ' t  car e about  st u-

di es at  a l l . The -  j us t  spent -  t hei r  t i me bei ng bi g s ;i ot s i n t he 

J apanese c l ub at  s c hoo l . 

" I t  was i n h i gh -  s c hoo l  t hat  1 gr adual l y became mor e awar e t hat  

1 was d i f f er en t  f r om t he Cauc as i an k i ds . I  gues s i t  was r ea l l y t he 

J apanese schoo l  whi ch r ea l l y br ought  t V s d i f f er enc e ' t o my t t edi -

t i o n most . 'one of  t he Cauc as i an k i ds had t o go t o a 3?eg s pec i a l  
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' sc'10oX af - ;er  ' t hei r  r egu l ar  publ i c schoo l  c l as s es . L e a n i i  a l ot  

of  J apanes e t h i ngs , even t hough i t  may .have "been unc ons c i ous , made 

me f eel  awar e o f  a c er t ai n d i f f e r en c e , ano t her  f ac t  was t hat  I  

/as i n c l o s er  c ont ac t  wi t h t he J apa nese communi t y. 1 d i d n ' t  f ee l  

i n f e r i o r , onl y a l i t t l e d i f f e r en t . Th i s f eel i r i  onl y came at  

s pec i a l  t i mes and us ual l y I  enj oyed - l evi n�� i t h t he Cauc as i an 

k i ds much mor e t han wi t h- t he n i s e i , ŝ we :ot  o l der , a di s t anc e 

came bet ween us and I  c o u l dn ' t  under s t and why i t  was . 

l o t  of  t he n i s e i  wer e br ought  up d i f f er en t  t han I  had been 

and t hey had mor e J apanese i deas . I  know t hat  a l o t  o f  t hem f e l t  

de f i n i t e l y J ap anese and t hey t ended t o ac t  l or e J apanes y . _ e 

Cauc as i an k i ds no t i c ed t h i s and t hey began t o l eave t hem al o ne. I  

f e l t  much mor e Amer i c ani zed t han a l ot  of  n i s e i  i n s c hoo l . I  �as 

abl e t o f ee l  mor e at  ease bec ause I  had a l  ays been among Cauca-

s i ans mor e or  l es s . I  ho l es t l y bel i ev e t  hat  i t  was t he ot her  ni  :,ei  

i vi ds who made Die f ee l  c ons c i ous of  a d i f f er enc e because t hey kept  

t o t  l e; i sel ves mor e and t hey di d not  ent er  t he s choo l  ac t i v i t i e s 

so much. I  d i dn 1t  car e f o r  t he J apanes e s t udent s» c l ub and I  

d i dn ' t  l i k e a l o t  of  t  .i n .s t hey di d so I  was a l i t t l e d i s t ant  

f r om t he n i s e i . I  mes s I  was somewher e i n bet ween t he J ap? ne.se 

c l u and t he .Cauc s i an k i ds . 

i t  vi  s 17 .i s .voc i at i ons wi t  i  t he Mexi c an k i ds t hat  I  got  on 

t he wr  nr.: - si ce i n hi  i  s c ho o l . I  be n t c hang ar  un; ; i t h mor e 

o f  t he r owdy k i ds . A l o t  of  t he i i i se i  k i ds w et t i  14. t ' at  way 

t oo and t  l ey ac eal ed mor e t o me t han t he o t her s . � beg n t o 

devel op gangs and we used t o go c r ash s o c i a l s t oget her . As I  

.r ew o l der  1 began t o r egr et  t h i s k i nd o f  l i v i n . I  l ear ned t hat  

as l ong as I  hung ar ound wi t h t hat  gr oup, I  woul d not  be abl e tc 



get  i nt o t  i e n i c er  n i s e i  gr oups . Our  gang got  a bad name and a l l  

o-  t he n i s e i  g i r l s l ooked down on us . I  l et  my ha i r  gr ew l ong 

l i k e t he Mexi c an k i ds at  t hat  t i  le and I  began t o wear  dr ag s when 

i t  got  i nt o s t y l e among t he n i s e i . I  do n ' t  wear  my dr apes .nymor e 

now because i t  i s t oo c ons pi c uous and peopl e ;;i ve you a bad r eput a 

t i on i f  you do . 

"One o f  t he t hi ngs I  l i k ed about  hi . h sehoo l  w; s t he schoo l  

snor t s and I  went  t o a l l  of  t he games t hat  I  c oul d. I  w s not  

abl e t o par t i c i pat e i n an of  t hes e school  spor t s mysel f  but  i t  

gave me some p l eas ur e "t o wat c h o t her s do i ng i t . . Thi s was one of  

t he most  enj oy abl e t h i ngs about  h i gh s c hoo l . I  f i n a l l y ;r aduat ed 

f r om h i gh s choo l  i n t he Summer  of  1041 and I  d i d n ' t  exac t l y know 

know what  I - woul d be - doi ng next . 

T,x>t  t hat  t i me I  never  gave my f ut ur e a r eal  t hought . I  d i d 

t h i nk about  c ont i nui ng on wi t h my hi gh s choo l  maj or  of  bookkeep-

i ng but  i t  ./� s not  a de f i n i t e des i r e t hen. I  was t h i nk i n of  

;oi  i g on t o L . .̂ C . C . but  my f r i ends di s c our a ed me i n t hat  i dea. 

They ai d t  at  t he bookkeepi ng cour ses t her e wer e onl y a r ev i ew 

oi ' what  I  had t aken i n hi , h s c ho o l , ano t her  r eason why 1 dr opped 

t he i dea of  go i ng on t o c o l l ege was t hat  I  f e l t  I  shoul d wor k and 

hel p t he f ami l y .o u t  as we s t i l l  wer en ' t  t oo wel l  o f f . I  f el t  I  

coul d wor k f o r  a whi l e u n t i l  I  dec i ded de f i n i t e l y what  I  want ed 

out  of  c o l l ege. 

f I  s t ar t ei  t o l ook f o r  a j ob r i ght  f t er  my gr aduat i on. Dur -

i ng t he t i me I  was i n h i gh s c ho o l , I  had devel oped t he hi  bi t  o f  

go ng t o t he J apanes e Bmr l gyment  agency wher e I  coul d get  week- end 

j obs i n t he J apanes e f r u i t  s t ands . I  went  t o t he sa' e agency 

af t er  I  got  out  of  school  ana t he J apanes e agent  got  me a j ob as 
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bus- boy i n t he Br oadway Depar t ment  ¿¿t or e whi c h was downt own. I t  

was one of  t he bi gges t  downt own depar t ment  s t o r es and t hey had a 

c af et er i a i n i t . I  sor t  o f  f e l t  out  of  pl ac e t her e amon-  a l l  of  

t he hak u j i n wor k er s . - hen I  f i j r st  began t he j ob t hei ê, t he l ady 

i n char ge made a nas t y comment  about  me get t i ng a hai r c ut  and t hat  

made me f eel  qui t e s el f - c o ns c i o us . The wai t r es s es di d not  t r e&t  

me t oo good e i t h er . 3| me of  t hem t hought  I  was a F i l i p i n o or  a' 

Mex i c an. They y el l ed at  me mor e t han t hey d i d t o t he ot her  Cau-

c as i ans . I  t hought  t hey wer e do i ng t h i s bec ause of  my r ace but  

t hat  was due t o my s el f - c o ns c i o us nes s . But , t hey di d t h i nk I  was 

i n f er i o r  and i t  ai d not  t ake a v er y smar t  guy t o get - t hat  i raor  ss-

i on. I  was onl y get t i ng $60 a mont h and X f e l t  f unny when t hese 

oc c as i onal  r emar ks wer e d i r ec t ed at  me. I  never  got  c l ose i t h 

any of  t he o t her  wor ker s i n t he c af et er i a so t hat  I  began t o di s -

l i k e t he g j o b. I  was s el f - c ons c i ous a l l  t he t i me and I  n v er  

s ai d any t hi ng t o f i ght  bac k . I  got  mor e and mor e unhappy i n t hat  

j ob so t hat  a f t er  a mont h or  so I  qu i t . 

"I  next  got  a j ob as an appr ent i c e i l l  a J apanes e el ec t r i c 

i op. i n L i t t l e Tokyo. I  f e l t  t hat  I  woul d be f̂ gr eat er  ease i n 

t hat  sor t  of  at mospher e. I  was get  i ng v60 a m nt h t her e t oo . I t  

onl y t ook me about  t wo days t o f i nd out  t het  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e .or ki n;r  

f o r  a J apanese e i t her  because t he boss had t he same sor t  of  at t i -

t ude agai ns t  me. He pr omi sed t o t each me a l l  about  t he t r ade so 

t hat  I  coul d become an e l ec t r i c i an but  I  soon f ound out  t hat  he 

was j us t  us i ng me as a s t ooge. He d i dn ' t  t r us t  me ver y much on 

any j ob and a l l  I  di d ./as t o hand hi m t he d i f f e r en t  t o o l s . He had 

a l ot  of  J apanes e i deas and I  d i dn ' t  l i k e i t  ver y 'muc h when he 

wor ked r ae over t i me wi t hout  pay . He j us t  t ook i t  f o r  gr ant ed and I  
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was expec t ed t o \ ,or  c over t i me wi t hout  get  t i n/ , any ext r a pay . A l o t  

of  t he J apanese empl oyer s wer e do i ng t hat . Cut  on t he f r u i t s t and 

t hey used t o h i r e a l o t  oi  n i s e i  f e l l o ws l o r  oO cent s a day and 

make t  hem wor k 10 or  12 hour s . ï 'hey a l l  t hought  i t  w s a l l  par t  

o f  t he f ami l y and a n i s ei  never  pr o t es t ed much about  i t . f i n a l l y 

I  got  di s gus t ed wi t h my boss so I  dec i ded t o qui t  my j ob. We wer e 

put t i ng up a l l  t he e l ec t r i c l ant er ns i n L i t t l e Tok i o because t he 

I vi sei  >eek was comi ng. My boss want ed me t o wor k about  14 hour s a 

day i n o r der  t o f i n i s h up. One day he pushed me ar ound t oo much 

and I  got  sor e and wal ked o f f  on t he j ob a f t er  he s ai d I  was l az y . 

" I n Sept ember , 1C41, 1 gp anot her  j ob t hr ough t he same 

J apanese empl oyment  agenc y , I  was c o nt ac t i ng. They onl y char ged 

me 10 per cent  of  my wage f o r  each j o<Und t hat  was cheaper  t han 

what  most  n i s e i ' h a d t o pay as t he empl oyment  agent  v. as a f r i end o f  

my ¿adT s . Anyway, I  got  a j ob i n a J apanese f r u i t  s t and next . 

I  was get t i ng ¿ 18 a week f o r  t h i s wor k , At  f i r s t  I  d i dn ' t  know 

much about  t he f r u i t  s t and wor k so I  j us t  wai t ed on t he cus t omer s . 

I  be; an t o do a l i t , l e s t ac k i ng l a t er  on. Gr  dual l y I  l ear ned how 

t o t r i m and wash t he v eget abl es and t o d i s p l ay t hem n a t l y . I  

wor ked f r om 3 i n t he mor ni ng un t i l  6 at  ni  - ht . I  had t o wor k 6 

f u l l  days a week f o r  t hat  ¿ 13. A f t er  I  l ear ned hoW t o- do a l l  o f  

t hese t h i ngs t he boss sent  me t o anot her  smel l  f r u i t  s t and of  h i s 

and I  t ook c ar e of  i t  my s el f . The boss di d a l l  of  t he bocckeepi ng 

h i ms el f  so I  d i dn ' t  know how much p r o f i t  he made. 

W t e r  a coupl e of  weeks t he boss began t o f o r get  t o pay me 

my week l y ages r egu l ar l y . I  kept  as k i ng hi m f o r  i t  and he woul d 

put  me o f f  wi t h some exc us e about  bus i nes s bei ng not  so pood. I  

d i dn ' t  l i k e t hat  so much so I  f i n a l l y qui t  t  at  j ob and he wo u l dn ' t  
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pay me my back ara - es u n t i l  1 t hr eat ened t o t ake i t  

t o c o ur t . 

j Ĵ .'The n i s ei  wer e get t i ng a bad br eak i n t he f r u i t  s t and wor k 

un t i l  i t  got  un i o n i z ed . The ones who wer en ' t  i n t  e un i o n got  

t aken advant age of  mos t l y . These wer e t he guys who wor ked on 

week- ends and dur i ng r ush seasons or  el s e f o r  t he s mal l er  empl oy-

er s who di d not  bo t her  much about  un i o n r egu l at i o n . A l ot  of  t he 

aver age ni s ei - boys wer e do i ng t h i s k i nd of  wor k bec aus e t her e 

was n ' t  any t h i ng el s e t hat  t hey coul d do . I t  was t oo har d _o r  t hem 

t o get  wor k out s i de of  t he J apanese communi t y. They v êre def i n i  .e-

l y l i mi t ed and even t he c o l l ege gr aduat e n i s e i  had t o do t h i s k i nd 

o f  wor k . They di d i t  wel l  because t hey wer e much bet t er  r mnner ed 

t  i an t he aver age Cauc as i an who wer e s al es c l er k s . The n i s ei  had 

much mor e of  an educ at i o n t han Cauc as i ans i n t hat  k i nd of  wor k , 

but  t hey wer e not  ab l e t o advance as much as t he Cauc as i ans . I  

d i dn ' t  t h i nk much of  t h i s f r u i t  s t and wor k because t her e was no 

f ut ur e t o i t  and I  had mor e ambi t i ons .. I t  seemed t o me t hat  t he 

boss made a l l  of  t he p r o f i t s . 

;fBy t hat  t i me i t  r ea l l y became my ambi t i on t o do some k i nd 

of  a bookkeepi ng j ob but  I  was a f r a i d t o ap l y f o r  t h i s k i nd of  a 

j ob wi t h a Cauc as i an company. I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk 1 coul d get  t h i s 

k i nd of  a j ob any.,ay dur i ng t he t i me t he c o l l ege n i s e i  had t o go 

back t o t he f r u i t  s t ands . I  t hought  t hat  I  had bet t er  get  i n 

some k i nd of  s c hoo l  and get  mor e t r a i n i n g , but  t her e was n ' t  any 

oppor t uni t y f o r  me t hen so 1 began t o hunt  ar ound f o r  anot her  one 

of  t hose aver age j o bs . 

T I n Oc t ober  my f ut ur e br ot her - i n- l aw got  me a j ob i n a whol e-

sal e banana p l ac e as a pac k er . The company was r un by Cauc as i ans 



and I  got  pai d , 2o a week . The hour s wer : ouch mor e r egul ar  on 

t hat  j ob I  l i k ed i t  bet t er  t han wor k i ng f o r  a J apanes e. Ther e 

was anot her  guy I  was w or  k i n . wi t h and we s t ar t ed t o f oo l  ar ound 

so t hat  a f t e r  a mont h I  had t o qui t  because my boss di d not  t h i nk 

I  was wor k i ng har d enough. I  gues s 1 was f i r ed f r om t hat  j ob. 

That  was t he f i r s t  t i me I  r ea l l y got  t he can. 

" I n November , j us t  bef or e t he war , I  got  a j ob as a swa nper  at  

t he Rober t s who l es al e mar ket  and I  was get t i ng .25 a week t oo . "y 

j ob c ons i s t ed of  go i ng down t o t he c i t r us auc t i o n house wi t h t he 

t r uc k dr i v er . Af t er  t he agent  di d a l l  of  t he buy i ng, we woul d 

- l oad up t he t r uc k s and del i v er  i t  t o t he who l es al e house or  el s e 

t o one of  t he r e t a i l e r s . I  «was wor k i ng wi t h anot her  n i s e i , but  

t her e wer e not  t oo many n i s e i  i n t hat  ccm any . - e woul d del i v er  

c i t r us f r u i t s t o t he r et a i l  mar ket s a l l  ar ounc. Los angel es and 

some &i  t he s mal l er  subur bs sur r oundi ng i t . he f o l l owed a r egu l ar  

r out e and I  l i k ed t he wor k pr et t y good bec ause I  di d not  have t o 

s t a -  i n one p l ac e a i l  t he t i me. 

f I  was j us t  get t i n ; used t o t h i s j ob when t he ar  came and I  

.vas jetsfc di s c har ged as I  coul d not  go beyond t he f i v e mi l e Cur f ew. 

We used t o del i v er  t o some or  t he nei ghbo r i ng t owns and we coul d 

not  do i t  anymor e. The boss gave some ot her  k i nd o f  excuse f o r  

f i r i ng us but  I  knew t hat  i t  was a l l  abo ut . n i s e i  i n t he co -

;any l os t  t hei r  j obs t hat  t i me. A l o t  of  ot her  compani es f i r ed 

n i s e i  t oo . 

" I  was l i v i n , t h i s sor t  of  l i f e bef o r e t he war  and I  was not  

c ons c i ous oi  t he f ac t  t hat  t her e was go i ng t o be so many changes 

and t h i s count r y woul d be on a war  t i me bas i s . I  was hangi ng 

ar ound wi t h c gang ar ound L i t t l e Tok i o and we wer e not  i n t er es t ed 

�  7  ̂
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i n t l i ngs out s i de o f  i t . I  had ver y vague pl ans a l t ho I  di d want  

t o cont i nue on wi t h my bo o k k eep i ng ' t r a i n i ng some t i me. I  want ed t o 

get  i nt o c i v i l  s er v i c e. ' I  hadn ' t  t hought  out  t h i ngs deepl y as I  

was so t  of  d r i f t i n g al o ng. 

" I  was pr et t y young t hen. At  t hat  t i me I  had a g i r l  f r i end but  

I  never  t hr ought  o f  mar r i age or  any o f  t hose t h i ngs . That  was t oo 

f ar  i n t he f ut ur e and I  never  gave i t  much of  a t hought  as i t  di d 

not  oc c ur  t o me. I  was enj oy i ng my l i f e okay l i k e a l l  t he ot her  

young guys . Somet i mes I  d i d t h i nk about  what  I  woul d do i n t he f u-

t ur e and I  was a l i t t l e wo r r i ed about  i t  because I  di d not  have a 

de f i n i t e t r ade. I  knew I  had t o get  some t r a i n i ng but  t her e was a 

l ot  of  l i mi t at i o ns t o bei ng a n i s e i . Ot her  n i s ei  l ad t aken up d i f f -

er ent  t  ades but  t hey di d not  seem t o f i t  i n even af t er  f i n i s h i ng 

t hei r  t r a i n i ng . I  d i d n ' t  t h i nk I  woul d be i n t hat  po s i t i o n my s el f , 

'but  I  r ea l l y di d not  know what  i  shoul d t r ai  i  f o r  and t hat  i s why 

1 kept  bookkeepi ng i n r ay mi nd. I  had had one exper i enc e, at  wor k i ng 

f o r  a Cauc as i an and i t  d i d n ' t  t ur n out  so good. I  f i gur ed t hat  I  

woul d have t o get  i nt o somet hi ng mor e s k i l l ed and t hen per haps I  

coul d wor k f o r  t he Cauc as i ans . I  d i dn ' t  par t i c u l ar l y car e t o wor k 

a .1 my l i f e i n t he J apanes e cc omuni t y. he out l ook f o r  l ost  of  t he 

o t her  n i s e i  was not  t oo good e i t her . I  hear d a l ot  o f  about  n i s e i  

get t i ng out  of  schoo l  and t hey wer en ' t  abl e t o get  j obs . So :.e of  

t hem wer e t oo c hoos ey . I  gues s t he ones who came f r om t he bet t er  

o f f  f ami l i es ;ot  t he bes t  j obs i n t he J apanese communi t y because 

t hei r  par ent s had p u l l . i 'he f el &ows 1 went  ar ound wi t h a l l  ./or  :ed 

i n t he f r u i t  s t ands and t hey came f r om aver age f ami l i es . hey wer e 

cont ent ed t o do t h i s k i nd of  wor k a l l  t he t i me. A f ew of  t hem 

t houpht  t hat  t hey woul d ev ent ual l y own t he i r  own f r u i t  s t ands or  
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v- hol esal e mar ket  j obs . That  d i dn ' t  i nt er es t  me t oo much ¿is I  di d 

not  see a f u - ur e i n i t . 

' ' I  never  d i d t hi nk oi  mov i n out  of  Los n̂gel es ger mane i t l y at  

a l l . I  pl anned t o s et t l e down t her e ev ent ual l y as I  f i gur ed t hat  
» 

i t  was t he "best  pl ace t o l i v e . A l l  of  my f r i ends wer e ar ound t her e 

t oo and I  di d not  f eel  l i k e wander i ng o f f  t oo much. I  was a .r e 

t hat  t her e was some di s c r i mi nat i o n agai ns t  t he J apanese hut  I  never  

t hought  t oo much of  t hat  because I  r ar e l y r an i nt o i t . I  gu : ss t he 

n i s e i  r un i nt o i t  ;or e and mor e as t hey get  o l der , es pec i a l l y w l en 

t he-  ar e hunt i ng f o r  j obs . I  j us t  i gnor ed d i s c r i mi nat i o n ss much 

as po s s i b l e .and kept  out  of  t hei r  way. I  never  t hought  o f  J a 

s p i es or  any l i ng l i k e t hat  because I  d i dn ' t  know what  was go i ng on. 

" I  was n ' t  i nt er es t ed i n p o l i t i c s at  a l l . I  d i dn ' t  even k i ow 

t  at  t her e was t r oubl e comi ng on bet ween m̂er i c a and J apan. I 'y 

par ent s never  t al k ed about  i t  and I  d i dn ' t  speak t o ver y ¡any of  

t he i s s e i . I d i dn ' t  bel ong t o t he J A.CL or  any n i s ei  c l ubs l i k e 

t hat  so I  di dn* come i nt o cont ac t  wi t h any of  t he. a pr obl ems. I  

j ust  l i v?;( i .i  \ y own way and I  t hou ht  I  was hap y enc i n i t . 

I never  had any hi np a pa i  ns t  t he JA'."JI because I a r n ' t  i nt e es t ed 

i n i t . I  har dl y knew t hat  i t  ex i s t ed exce t  t hat  i t  di d sponsor  

t  i e Ni s e i  week and some ot her  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s . I  d i dn ' pot  t o 

any o f  t he J ACL dances or  s o c i a l s because onl y t he o l der  n i s e i  

went  t o t hem. The younger  n i s e i  had t hei r  own s oc i al  c l ubs . 

"I  l ust  hung ar ound wi t h a gang ar ound L i t t l e Tok i o . 7e _ 

d i d n ' t  do v er y much except  was t e t i  e af t er  woiac and i n t he even-

i ngs . The f el l o ' . s went  t o pl ay pool  and t he pi n bal l  machi nes a 

l o t . A f t e r  a whi l e t hey t o o : out  p i n bal l  machi nes as i t  was 

a a i ns t  t he l aw. "e passed a l o t  of  t i me by v i s i t  i n/ l  I s , but  we 
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wer en*t  t oo wel come. J us t  bef or e t he war  a coupl e of  us went  t o 

v i s i t  a n i s ei  d r l ' s .l ace I n Ho l l ywood. - >rhe 1 she came t o t he door  

t he g i r l  asked us i f  e bel onged t o t he Exc l us i v e Twent y . He s ai d 

yes so she t o l d us t hat  she c oul d not  go out  wi t h any f el l ows l i k e 

us and t hen she shut  t he door  r i ght  i n our  f ac es . I t  was a f t er  

t hat  t hat  I  began t o r ea l i z e mor e f u l l y t hat  i t  was n ' t  so ood t o 

go ar ound wi t h t hat  gang.bec aus e of  t he bad r eput at i on t hey had. 

"The Exc l us i v e Twent i es wer e j us t  h bunch of  f e l l o ws t hat  nung 

ar ound t o get her . i e d i dn ' t  have any exac t  member shi p. Ther e wer e 

about  20 or  30 o f  us and we wer e a l l  i n t er es t ed i n spor t s and 

da i ces. We j us t  f o o l ed ar ound most  of  t he t i me, i 'e knew i ex i c an 

f el l o ws and we ./er e us ed t o gangs and some of  t he member s wer e al -

ways o i n ar ound l o o k i n f o r  t r o ubl e, a l ot  of  t he i  wer e s t ar t -

i ng t o get  dr unk a l l  t he t i me and t hey woul d go c r ash n i s i  dances 

and t r y t o s t ar t  f i gh t s . A f t er  t hey s t ar t ed t o go s t eady wi t h 

g i r l s , t hey gr adual l y dr opped out  of  t he gang. Some oi  t he f e l l o ws 

wer e pr et t y t ough and when t hey hod a gr udge t hey woul d gang up on 

t he guy s . I  was n ' t  a r eal  member  o f  t he gang al t ho I  di d hang 

ar ound wi t h some o f  t he f e l l o ws . They wer e a l i t t l e o l der  and I . 

I  went  ar ound wi t h a f ew of  t he younger  f el l o ws i n t he gang and we 

went  ar ound and c r ashed a l l  t he s o c i a l s , but  we d i dn ' t  get  dr unk . 

The Exc l us i v e Twent y had a pr et t y bad r eput at i on as r owdi es and a 

l o t  of  n i s e i  wer e t r y i n t o get  i nt o t he gang. I  qui t  go i ng ar ound 

wi t h t hem al l  o f  a sudden j us t  bef or r  t he ;ar  bec ause I  was wor -

r i ed t hat  I  woul d get  a bad r eput at i o n l i k e t hem. I  got  t o know 

anot her  n i s e i  f el l ow and we mor e or  l es s became c l os e pal s . 

"My f r i end and I  went  ar ound t o v i s i t  g i r l s mos t l y and we a l s o 
\  

l i k ed t o go t o shows , t or seback r i d i n bowl i ng, and p l eas ur e 



r i d i n i n h i s aut omobi l e. I t  was qui t e an advant age t o have a car  

and we woul d t ake g i r l s out  and dr i ve ar ound L os Angel es t o see t he 

s i gh t s . Somet i  l es we woul d- go down by t he ocean wi t h t hem l i k e a l l  

t he r el l ows d i d . f © never  t r i ed t o t ake advant age ©f  any of  t he 

g i r l s we went  out  wi t h . 

f ,I  d i dn ' t  have s er y many hobbi es of  my own. ¿¿"or  a I on; t i me 

I  was i n t er es t ed i n st amp, c o l l ec t i ng but  I  d i d n ' t  do so much wi t h 

i t  a f t er  I  s t ar t ed t o go ar ound wi t h a gang. I  d i dn ' t  s t ay ar ound 

home ver y much as I  was us ua l l y out  i n t he ev en i ngs . I  har dl y went  

t o chur ch any mor e because I  was not  i n t er es t ed i n i t . I y mot he: 

di d not  want  me r unni ng ar ouhd l i k e t hat  and she woul d gi ve me l ec-

t ur es . -  ie d i dn ' t  bawl  me out  so I  began t o l i s t en t o her  because 

1 cnew t hat  she was r i ght  and i n many ways I  t r i ed t o cor r ec t  my-

s e l f . 

' I f  t he war  had not  come al ong, I  t h i nk I  mi ght  "have saved up 

some money t o go t o a t r ade - c i c o l  or  bus i nes s c o l l ege. I  was 

s t ar t i ng t o save and 1 had some good i dea of  ent er i ng s choo l  t he 

next  y ear . I  never  got  ar ound t o enr o l l i ng as t he ar  came and . 

changed a l l  of  t hese p l ans , t̂  t hat  t i me I  was t h i nk i ng a l i t t l e 

mor e s er i o us l y and I  want ed t o get  i nt o a mor e def i n i t e j ob i ns t ead 

o f  d r i f t i ng ar ound on so many j o bs . I  d i d n ' t  want  t o be a f r u i t  

s t and c l er k a l l  my l i f e e i t h er . 

Tt I  d i dn ' t  know t hat  Dec . 7, i s 41 woul d change iy l i f e ar ound 

and I  never  dr eamt  t hat  I  woul d be l eav i ng Los Angel es . I  was t oo 

s t unned t o r ea l i z e any t hi ng at  f i r s t  and I  r ea l l y d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hat  

i t  woul d a f f ec t  me t hat  much. .af t er  t he P ear l  Har bor  at t ac k , I  

began t o no t i c e t he d i f f er enc e on my j ob and t he peopl e began t o 

cuss us out  as we dr ove ar ound i n our  t r uc k . I  got  t o a po i nt  wher  � 
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I  al most  hat ed t he Cauc as i ans as I  d i d n ' t  t h i nk i t  was r i ght  f or  

t hem t o t ake t hat  a t t i t u de . One day , we went  i nt o a dr i v e _n s t and 

t o get  a hambur ger  and nobody woul d wai t  on us . et her  peopl e came 

i n l at er  and t hey wer e ser ved r i ght  away . - e r ea l i zed t hen f i at  

t he wai t r es s es wer e i gno r i ng us . I t  made me f eel  ver y f unny and i f ' 

made me angr y t oo. When I  s a i d somet hi ng t o ..he wa i t r es s , she 

c al l ed me a d i r t y J ap and t o l d us t o get  out . I  was so mad t hat  I  

j us t  t o l d her  o f f . 

T,I  was i n a movi e ?/heh P ear l  Ear bo r  was bombed. I  had gone 

downt own t hat  Sunday t o t ake i n an ear l y s how.� A l l  of  a sudden t her e 
r l as h 

was a l a i &s a bout  pear l  Har bor  over  a l oud speaker  i n t he t heat r e. 

I  had t he f unn i es t  s ens at i o n and I  d i dn ' t  know what  t o t h i nk . I  was 

r ea l l y shocked and I  d i dn ' t  pay much at t ent i o n t o t he r es t  of  t he 

show. I  j us t  sat  t her e t h i n r i ng and a l l  k i nds of  c r azy i deas » came 

i nt o my head. I  f e l t  ver y s el f - c ons c i ous because I  was of  J apanese 

descent  and I  f e l t  t hat  a l l  o t her  peopl e i n t he t heat r e wer e l oc k i ng 

r i ght  at  me. I  was wo r r i ed about  how I  woul d be t r eat ed. As soon 

as I  got  out  of  t he show, I  bought  one of  t he ext r as whi c h wer e al -

r eady on t he s t ands . As I  s t ood on t he s t r eet  cor ner  I  no t i c ed 

t  at  peopl e wer e gi v i ng me a d i r t y l ook a l r eady . I t  made me f eel  

l i k e h i d i ng away i n a ho l e al t ho I  knew t hat  I  had no t hi ng t o be 

ashamed o f . 

; I  went  r i ght  home and I  was p l ent y wo r r i ed. My f o l k s wer e afe 

shocked as I  was and my dad l i s t ened t o t he news c ont i nuous l y f o r  

t he r es t  of  t hat  day . My br ot her  had been dr af t ed i nt o t he. �r my 

t  r ee mont hs bef o r e t he war  and t hat  made ie f ee l  a l i t t l e bet t er  

as I  f e l t  t hat  i t  woul d be some pr o t ec t i o n . My mot her  was ver y 

wor r i ed about  my br o t her  as she t hought  t hat  maybe somet hi ng woul d 
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happen t o hi m. v7e d i d n ' t  t a l k t oo much as a l l  o f  us wer e t oo numb. 

Ever yone was shocked by t he war  news and we d i dn ' t  know what  t o make 

of  i t . A f t e r  a wh i l e I  began t o t h i nk a l i t t l e c l ear er . 

T,I t  was t hen t hat  I  began t o f ee l  qui t e angr y at  J apan, and I  

knew t hat  t h i ngs wer e go i ng t o be pr et t y bad f o r  t he n i s e i  because 

we woul d be p t  on t he s po t . I  wi s hed t hat  I  was n ' t  a J apanese be-

cause I  knew t hat  i t  woul d be t aken out  on us even t hough we ?/er e 

not  t o bl ame f o r  any t h i ng. I  f e l t  t hat  I  was an Amer i c an, but  I  

was a l i t t l e a f r a i d t hat  t he Cauc as i ans woul d not  accept  t h i s . I t  

made me mor e mad when some of  t hose n i s e i  br ought  up J apanese s t y l e 

set  t h i ngs f o r  J apan, f 'hey ac t ua l l y ac t ed as i f  t hey wer e pr oud 

about  t he whol e t h i ng. I  was s ur pr i s ed t hat  a l ot  of  n i s e i  had no 

mor e sense t han t h i s . I  got  mad at  a l ot  of  t hem when t hey wer e a l l  

f o r  J apan, i t  seemed. They t r i ed- t o apo l o g i ze f o r  J apan and I  

d i dn ' t  know why t hey di d such a t hi ng l i k e t hat  because t hey wer e 

a l l  bor n over  her e t oo . I  guess t he:/ f e l t  sor r y f o r  t he ol d f o l k s 

and t hey r ea l l y d i d n ' t  know wher e t hey s t ood. I  have al ways f e l t  

t hat  I  was an Amer i can and I  c o u l dn ' t  under s t and why any n i s ei  

woul d even begi n t o doubt  t hei r  po s i t i o n and t hi nk l i k e t hat . I  

d i d n ' t  t h i nk of  v o l unt eer i ng i nt o t he Ar my at  a l l  as I  was *t he onl y 

boy l e f t  wi t h my f o l k s . I  t hought  I  woul d have t o l ook af t er  t hem 

mor e t han ever . Al r eady t hat  f i r s t  day , t hey wer e i n t er n i n ; a l ot  

of  t he i s s e l  and L i t t l e Tok i o was f u l l  of  exc i t ement . 

'Al l  o f  my mai n f r i ends wer e j us t  as shooked as I  was about  

P ear l  Har bor  and t hey f e l t  l i k e I  d i d . Ther e wer e a f ew o t her s t hat  
/ 

f e l t  pr et t y good and t hey want ed J apan t o wi n a l o t  of  bat t l es . 

They s ai d f i a t  Amer i ca r ea l l y f o r c ed J apan t o s t ar t  t he war  because 

J apan was bei ng choked t o deat h by not  bei ng al l owed t o t r ade or  
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expand. I  guess I  got  t h i s f r om t he ol d f o l k s ana t i er  s t uck up 

mor e f o r  J apan. I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  t hey r ea l l y meant  t o be di s -

l o y al  but  I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t o hear  some of  t he r emar ks t  at  t hey made. 

They r ea l l y had no r eas on at  a l l  f o r  do i ng t h i s except  t hat  t hey had 

J apanese bl ood and t hey f e l t  t hat  t hey shoul d s t i c k up f o r  t hei r  own 

r ace bec aus e t he Cauc as i ans wer e p r ej ud i c ed agai ns t  t hem and t  'ey 

ai d not  gi v e t hem a squar e deal . 1 ¿new t hat  my f o l k s wer en ' t  pr o-

J apan l i k e t hat  as t hey had never  t a l k ed about  t h i s sor t  of  t h i ng t o 

us . .hey wer e sympat het i c t o t he J apanese cul t ur e but  t hat  was 

so e t hi ng e l s e. At  t he same t i  i e my par ent s we 'e qui t e pr e ad of  wy 

br o t her  bei  ìg i n t he Un i t ed St at es Ar my and t he/ al ways t o l d me t hat  

I  shoul d ser ve t oo when I  was c a l l ed . They never  s ai d t hat  I  shoul d 

ever  ser ve f o r  J apan. Nat ur al l y ever ybody was exc i t ed and upset  

dur i ng t hose f i r s t  .f ew days and t hey d i dn ' t  know what  t o expec t . 

T hat ' s why t ney wer e sa I n a l o t  o f  t h i ngs and t he n i s ei  wer e ver y 

much on t he def ens i v e. Most  of  t hem i mmedi at el y began t o t al k about  

how Amer i c an*t hey wer e, but  t hat  d i dn ' t  sound s i nc èr e t o ie i t ner . 

I  t h i nk t hey wer e a l l  m.xed up and t hey never  knew ,ow t he � st ood 

un t i l  t he w r  made t hem t ake a c ho i c e, al most  a l l  of  t he n i s ei  f e l t  

t hat  t hey wer e go i ng t o nave a t ough t i me and t hey wer e c onf us ed. 

The i s s ei  wer e t wi c e as scar ed and t hey bel i v ed a l o t  of  r ur o r s 

whi c j . s t ar t ed out  r i ght  away. Ther e wer e a l ot  of  s t o r i es about  

what  as , o i ng t o happen t o a l l  of  t he J apanese so t hat  ever  one 

l or e or  l es s s t ayed at  home because we wer e a f r a i d o f  bei n : beat en 

up by gangs i f  we went  out  at  n i ght . 

n I  went  t o wor k as us ual  t he next  day . I  was ver y wor r i ed 

about  what  t he at t i t ude woul d be t owar ds ie when I  got  t o ray j ob. 

I  guess --  was n ' t  any t oo anx i o us t o go out  t her e because I  d i d n ' t  
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know what  t o expec t . Not hi ng much happened. Ther e was a lo>. ©r  

t a l k about  t he War  but  t hey d i dn ' t  say any t hi ng d i r ec t l y t o me. I  

made mysel f  as i ns ns p i c uous as po s s i b l e because I  coul d not  get  r i d 

01 t he r eel i ng o f  s el f - c o ns c i o us nes s . I  made a coupl e of  at t empt s 

t o exp l a i n my p o s i t i o n , but  i t  sounded pr et t y weak . I  di e,n't  f ee l  

t hat  1 had t o go ar ound exp l a i n i ng anyway because 1 knew wher e I  

s t ood. I  onl y wi s hed t hat  o t her  peopl e wo I d under s t and t h i s . 

A f t er  t he war  s t ar t ed I  d i d n ' t  go out  as much t o hang ar ound l i k e I  

d i d bef o r e. I  j us t  c ont i nued on wi t h my \ vork and pr et t y soon a l o t  

oi  t he exc i t ement  di ed down. Ther e wer e al ways r u. ..ors go i n ; ar ound 

a l ong t he J apanes e and a l ot  or  s t o r es wer e bei ng c l osed up. I t  

l ooked l i k e we wer e go i n t o be evacuat ed a f t e r  a mont h or  so be-

cause I  hear d t hat  some or  t he d i s t r i c t s i n Ca l i f o r n i a wer e bei ng 

r es t r i c t ed . P r et t y soon t he cur f ew and ot her  r egul at i o ns came up. 

I  j us t  ac c ept ed t hese t h i ngs and I  never  ques t i oned any of  i t . I  

d i dn ' t  r ea l i z e what  i t  as l eadi ng up t o . The newspaper s sounded 

sympat het i c t o us at  f i r s t , but  pr et t y soon ed i t o r i a l s about  dan-

ger ous s abo t eur s , d i s l o y a l  J aps , and demands f o r  evac uat i on be an 

t o coi i e out  mor e and mor e. 

m,Then t he r umor s of  ev ac uat i on f i r s t  s t ar t ed , I  knew t  at  i t  

woul d be bad f o r  a l l  of  t he n i s e i . M f i r s t  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hat  t he 

n i s ei  woul d be t ak en at  a l l , but  pr et t y soon i t  dawned on l e t hat  

t h i s was what  was go i ng t o happen. I  hear d about  some of  t he i s s e i  

bei ng sent  t o i nt er nment  camp and I  t hought  we woul d be sent  t o t he 

sa te k i  id oi  p l  .ee. Aven t hen I  was n ' t  t oo di s t ur bed bec ause I  f e l t  

/e wou.'d onl y be det ai ned t empor ar i l y and t hen al l owed t o r et ur n t o 

our  homes af t er  we wer e c l ear ed. I.!y par  nt s began t o wor r y qui t e a 

bi t  about  t he coni n � ev ac uat i on and t hey d i d n ' t  know what  t o do 
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about  t hei r  pr oper t y . T.Iy dad had a ho t el  and a c ar  ana he d i dn ' t  

k i ow what  he shoul d do wi t h t hem. He was n ' t  wor r i ed about  bei ng 

i nt ei  ned at  a l l  because he d i dn ' t  bel ong t o any of  t he J apanese or -

gan i z at i o ns . Ther e wer e a l ot  of  r umor s go i ng ar ound about  L 'i l i -

p i nos pr owl i ng i n t he J apanes e communi t y at  ni ght  and k i l l i n g s t r ay 

J apanese and I  got  s c ar ed so I  never  went  out  a l o ne. I  t r i ed t o 

avo i d t he F i l i p i n o s as much as po s s i b l e and I  d i dn ' t  hang ar ound 

L i t t l e Tok i o boo much as i t  was not  heal t hy down t her e. By t hat  

t i me I  was i n anot her  gr oup aaefckes? o f  f el l ov. s near er  my own age. 

" I  f e l t  much mor e r es p o ns i b i l i t y f o r  my f o l k s bec ause I  d i d n ' t  

know what  woul d happen ev ent ual l y . I y f at her  Kept  oper at i ng h i s 

ho t el  u n t i l  he f i n a l l y so l d out  h i s bel o ngi ngs and gave up t he 

l eas e when ev ac uat i o n became c er t a i n . I  had t-  hel p my f o l k s et  

r i d or  a l ot  o f  per sonal  bel bngi ngs and t hat  t ook u most  of  my 

t i me. We never  t hought  o f  v o l unt ar y ev ac uat i o n at  a l l  because we 

wer e c i t y eopl e and most  o f  t he peopl e l eav i ng t he ar ea wer e f ar -

mer s . I  knew t hat  I  had t o s t i c k wi t h t he f ami l y so I  never  t hought  

o f  br eak i ng away f r om t hem. I t  gave me a c er t a i n amount  o f  s ec ur i t y 

t o s t i c k t oget her . /hen ev ac uat i o n was d e f i n i t e , I  was o i ng t o 

v o l unt eer  t o go wi t h an advance gr oup t o I 'anzanar  i n -  ar c h but  I  

t hought  I  had bet t er  wai t  and see what  happens so I  gave up t hat  

i dea. I  had a l o t  of  t i me on my hands so 1 hel ped some o f  my f r i ends 

get  r eady f o r  ev ac uat i o n. I  hung ar ound wi t h n i s ei  f e l l o ws who 

l i v ed near  me but  I  d i d not  go wi l d . 

? I  f e l t  sad about  ev ac uat i on as a l l  o f  my f r i ends wer e s p l i t -

t i ng up and go i ng t o ot her  camps. 1 f i gur ed t hat  ¡y f ami l y was 

go i ng t o I 'anzanar . My s i s t er  had j ust  got  mar r i ed and she moved 

over  t o Pas adena i n A p r i l . They wer e t a l k i ng about  j o i n i ng her  
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hus ban&' s f at her  t her e. «e t hought  t hat  we woul d go t her e t oo but  

r umor s began t o come up about  us go i ng t o anot her  camp so we got  a 

l i t t l e wo r r i ed. 

" I n t he meant i me ray mot her  was s e l l i n g out  a l l  o f  her  s t u f f  

i n our  home and I  had t o go ar ound and c o l l ec t  a l l  t he debt s t hat  

t he J a anese peopl e owed her . Fy mot her  s ai d we shoul d do t h i s be-

cause we di d not  know i f  we wer e go i ng t o t he same pl ac e or  not  and 

she wai t ed t o get  ev er y t h i ng a l l  s t r a i ght ened out  bef o r e l eav i ng . 

I t  as a t ough j ob t r y i ng t o c o l l ec t  t hose debt s because a l l  J apan-

ese wer e wor r i ed about  money and t hey wer en ' t  get t i ng new i ncome 

t hen. I  had so many t h i ngs t o do t hat  1 was k pt  busy a l l  t he t i me 

so t hat  1" d i dn ' t  have t i me t o Vr  I nk and get  i nt o a bad mood. I  

d i d n ' t  go i n f o r  dr i nk i ng and-  gambl i ng l i k e a l o t  of  n i s e i  f el l ows 

d i d . They d i d n ' t  have v er y much t o do so t hey hung ar ound t he poo l  

ha l l  a l l  t he t i me and I  t h i nk a l o t  o f  t hem got  b i t t er  dur i ng t h i s 

t i me. I  was mor e wo r r i ed about  what  was ;oi ng t o happen wi t h our  

bel ongi n s and t hat  oc c upi ed me f u l l y . Our  f ami l y depended upon my 

s i s t e r ' s husband i n Pas adena qui t e a b i t . f i n a l l y we dec i ded t hat  

i t  woul d be best  f o r  us t o move i n wi t h t h e : and go wher ever  t hey 

went  i ns t ead o f  bei  lg s epar at ed. ><e wer e supposed t o get  a per  i t  

f r om t he Array t o move over  t o Pas adena but  we d i dn ' t  do t hat . ;7e 

j us t  l oaded our  t hi n s up and sneaked over  t her e one af t er no o n. re 

l i v ed wi t h t he i  t or  t hr ee days and t 'nen we .vere evacuat ed?-  t o Tu l ar e. 

I t  was a good t h i ng? t hat  we di d t hat  bec ause o t her wi se we woul d . 

have had t o go wi t h out  d i s t r i c t  t o - ant a - *ni t a. 

r 'r hen I  got  t i me t o do a l i t t l e t h i nk i ng, I  was b i t t er  agai ns t  

a l o t  of  Cauc as i ans f or  pushi ng us out . I  t hought  i t  war  mos t l y 

f o r  s e l f i s h r eas ons al t ho I  knew t hat  t he ¿vrmy had t o get  us out  
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because of  t he danger  of  i nv as i o n . I  o ev er , I  f e l t  t hat  i t  was 

no r e d i s c r i mi nat i o n t han any t h i ng. A f t e r  I  t hou, ht  i  over  so le 

mor e, I  knew t h a t ' I  s ho u l dn ' t  have t hat  a t t i t ude. I  f e l t  t hat  I  

had t o t ake t he ev ac uat i on .as t her e was no t hi ng el s e t hat  1 coul d ̂  

do about  i t . I  d i dn ' t  f ee l  c l os e t o J apan at  a l l  and I  d i dn ' t  l i  :e 

t he way t hat  t he J apans se .Army and Navy wer e wi nni ng a l l  t hose 

ba t t l es . I  d i dn ' t  see how J apan c oul d wi n t he war  anyway because 

I  was ' c o n f i den t  t hat  Amer i c a woul d come o ut .o n t op. : V br ot her  i n 

t he Ar m r  ô t  a s pec i a l  f ur l ough j us t  bef or e eva c uat i on and he came 

out  t o v i s i t  us . He was i n J amp Gr ant  t hen and he s ai d t hat  he 

hi  r d of  a l o t  o f  n i s e i  get t i ng di s c har ged f r om t he Ar my so t hat  he 

t hought  he mi ght  get  di s c har ged t oo. 

" I  knew I  had t o go t o ca ip wi t h no t h i n ; but  J apanes e a l l  

ar ound xe and I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t hat  so much. ¿her e was n ' t  anyt hi ng I  

c oul d do but  make t he bes t  of  i t  so 1 f i gur ed t hat  1,woul d have t o 

get  al ong wi t h t he peopl e as bes t  I  c oul d. Th i s was t he way I  was 

r ee l i n as we wer e ev ac uat ed. 

; I t  � as on I 'ay 12, l n 42 , t hat  we wer e l oaded up on a buss by 

t he s o l d i er s . Nobody was ver y happy about  i t  except  t i e young k i ds 

who wer e a l i t t l e exc i t ed about  t ak i ng a t r i p . I  f e l t  sad because 

I  d i dn ' t  know anybody i n t he Pas adena gr oup ana I  was sor t  of  l o s t . 

I  was a s t r anger  i n t hat  gr oup and I  har dl y knew my r e l a t i v es . I  

d i dn ' t  see how i  woul d be abl e t o get  al ong i n camp n , k l owi ng any-

body . ' I  had a hunch t hat  we mi ght  not  see Los Angel es agai n f o r  a 

l ong t i me so I  f e l t  depr es s ed. I  was used t o Los n̂gel es and i t  

se.m .e.;. l i k e home t o me because I  knew par t s of  i t  so we l l , i  

d i dn ' t  - 1 i ke t i e i dea o f  be in.-  k i c k ed out  or  t her e as f  I  wer e not  

a par t  o f  i t . "'y mor al e was pr et t y l ow and I  d i dn ' t  know what  t hey 
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wer e goi ng t o do wi t h us . I  d i dn ' t  know how l ong we woul d have t o 

s t ay i n camp so I  had no p l ans at  a l l  f o r  t he f u t u r e . 1 had a 

l i t t l e hope t hat  at  l eas t  t he n i s e i  woul d be abl e t c et  out  even-

t ua l l y . but  t h i s d i dn ' t  l ook so good a f t e r  we got  i nt o camp. I t  

see l ed t hat  once we wer e out  or  t he Cauc as i an cc .uni t y , nobodv 

r ave uch t hou ;ht  t o us anymor e. 

�'When I  f i r s t  saw T u l ar e 1 f e l t  f unny .hen a l l  o f  t hose s t r ange 

f ac es s t ar ea at  us as we came t hr ough t he gat e . A l ot  of  t he youn£ 

uys hung ar ound t he ent r anc e ana t hey made c r ac k s about  mor e sad 

J aps co ' i ng i nt o camp. - he/ x'el t  t he same way I  d i d , but  a f t e r  t he 

f i r s day t hey f e l t  as i f  t hey w r e v et er ans ar ound t her e. I  a i dn ' t  

get  a ver y good i mpr ess i on o f  t he camp an . i t  l ookec pr et t y sad. I  

t r i ed not  t o t ak e t he at t i t ude t hat  i t  was a p r i s o n , but  t i e f enc e 

and t aose s o l d i er s and a l l  of  t hosa 11 l i ng up r emi nded" e of  j a i l . 

/ 

I  had neve, been i n a j a i l  but  I  t  Lought  t hat  t h i s was what  i t  was 

l i k e . i  f e l t  f unny when we wal .ced f r om t he t r a i n s t at i on t o camp 

wi t h t he s o l d i er s on l o t h s i des of  us wi t h machi ne uns . I  no t i c ed 

t he bar bed wi r e f ence r i ght  away and I  i mmedi at el y l e i t  a l l  coop ,d 

up . We had t o l i ne up f o r  ever y t hi ng r i ght  f r om t he begi nn i ng and 

t i at  was why my l i f e at  Tul ar e s t ar t ed wi t h such a l o. mor al e. 

"he d i dn ' t  bu i l d t oo many t h i ngs f o r  our  apar t ment  s i nc e we 

¡r ent  f o r  aost  of  t he t hi ngs we' needed, fl y br ot her - i n- l aw a de a 

i  w t h i ngs wi t h wooden bo xes , but  t he r es t  o f  us d._can't  t ake much 

i nt er es t  i n f i x i n g t he apar t ment  up . fl y s i s t er  and mot her  put  up 

most  of  t he c ur t ai ns and t h i ngs l i k e t hat . A V f i r s t  t her e wer e 9 

of  us f r om t he t wo f ami l i es l i v i ng t o get her . L at er  some of  my 

br o t her - i n- l aw's r e l a t i v es went  on t o r anzana � t o j o i n t hei r  f a t her . 

"?.re l i v ed i n a hor se ¿ t abl e at  f i r s t  and i t  d i dn ' t  have any 
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wi ndows so we app l i ed f o r  anot he: bar r ac k and we ,o t  a bet t er  pl ac e 

a f  er  t hat . I t  d i d n ' t  t ake us ver y l ong t o get  f i xed up and we 

t r i ed t o s et t l e down l i k e i t  was a home as much as po s s i b l e . 

d i dn ' t  l i k e .Tul ar e at  a l l  because I  f e l t  s t r a � /e t her e. I  

s t ar t ed t o go ar ound wi t h some of  my younger  br ot her - i n- l aws and I  

made new f r i ends t hr ou ; h t hem. They knew qui t e a f ew f e l l o ws be-

cause t hey l i v ed i n Pas adena f o r  a number  of  y ear s . I  had pl anned 

t o l oai  a l l  summer  and have a f i ne v ac at i o n but  I  got  t i r ed of  l oaf -

i ng a f t e r  t he f i r s t  week so t hat  I  app l i ed f o r  a j ob. I  got  a i ob 

i n t he r ec r eat i o n depar t  ment  t hr ough my br ot her - i n- l aw. I  was a 

r ec r eat i o n at t endant . .v'e l ad t o t ake car e o f  t he ba l l  - arks and 

t  ie r ec r eat i o n l o t s . Ther e we?e was a pl aygr ound ac r os s t he r oad 

f r om camp and we had t o count  t he peopl e who went  ac r os s t he hi gh-

way so t hat  t hey wo u l dn ' t  wander  away f r om camp. The s o l di  r s 

st ood ar ound t o keep an eye on t hem t oo . Ot her  t i nes we had t o 

wat er  t he ba l l  f i e l d and l i ne i t  o f f . He di d a l l  o f  t he mai nt en-

ance wor k i n t he r ec r eat i o n depar t ment  so t hat  t he o t her  peopl e i n 

camp woul d have a pl ace t o p l ay . I  l i k ed t he j ob f a i r l y wel l  as i t  

was n ' t  t oo har d and I  got  a chance t o meet  new peopl e. 

�'Af t er  a wh i l e I  s t ar t ed t o p l ay v o l l ey ba l l  and some o t her  

spor t s and t hen I  began t o at t end some o f  t he s o c i a l s whi c h wer e 

s pr i ngi ng up. we had a l o t  of-  danc es at  Tui ar r e and t hat  was about  

t he onl y t h i ng t hat  t he n i s e i  wer e i nt er es t ed i n bes i des s po r t s . 

The f unny t hi n, was t hat  I  s t ar t ed t o go t o chur ch ever y Sunday 

al t ho I  s t i l l  d i dn ' t  bel i ev e i n i t  t oo much. My mot he want ed me 

t o ;o and s i nce t her e was no t hi ng el s e t o do on Sunday s , I  went  t o 

chur ch t o make new f r i ends . I  d i d n ' t  meet  t oo many g i r l s and I  

never  went  s t eady whi l e I  was t her e. I  used t o $ o pl ay car ds wi t h 
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one young f a roi l y t hat  1 knew. The gr oup I  went  ar ound i t h was 

composed most l y of  my br o t her - i n- l aws ' f r i ends and i t  was most l  -

f e l l o ws . I  wor e a zoot  s u i t  i n camp f o r  a whi l e but  I  d i dn ' t  l et  

my ha i r  gr ow l o ng. 

"A f t er  a wh i l e I  d i d n ' t  car e wfe f o r  t he camp l i f e t oo much. A 

l o t  of  t he n i s e i  s t uc k onl y t o t he i r  own gr oups and t hey d i d n ' t  want  

t c mi ngl e. One good t h i ng was t hat  t her e was n ' t  much o± t he pr o-

J apan s t u f f  goi ng" on at  T u l ar e and t he i s s e i  wer e s t i l l  s c ar ed and 

t he k i be i  wer e l ay i ng l ow. The admi n i s t r at i o n was ver y good and 

t he peopl e appr ec i at ed t hem bec ause t he Cauc as i ans wer e a l  ays t r y-

i n,, t o hel p us c ut . I n s p i t e of  t h i s , I  d i d not  f ee l  t hat  t h i s was 

a nor mal  l i f e . A_ t er  I  was t her e a wh i l e , I  f e l t  cut  o f f  f r om 

ev er y t hi ng on t he out s i de and 'I  mi ssed i t  a gr eat  deal . I  cor r es -

ponded wi t h some Cauc as i an f el l oe s I  knew but  t hat  dr opped o f f  

a f t e r  t hey wer e dr af t ed i nt o t he Ar my. Ther e wer e - any days I  f e l t  

qui t e i s o l at ed and 1 d i dn ' t  know what  t o do wi t h my s el f . 

"A f r i end of  mi ne went  out  on a f ur l ough t o wor k i n t he sugar  

beet s i n I daho . He wr ot e te a l e t t er  and t o l d me t hat  i t  /as gr eat  

t o have f r eedom and asked me t o come out . I  j umped at  t he chance 

so I  app l i ed t o go out  on s eas o nal  wor k r i ght  away But  t he admi ni s -

t r at i o n t o l d me t hat  I  had t o have a l et t en f r om an empl oyer  

guar ant eei ng a j ob and anot her  not e f r om t he s her i f f  o f  t he count y 

s ay i ng t r at  i t  was okay f o r  me t o go t her e. My f r i end got  t hese 

l et t er s f o r  me and sent  t hem r i ght  back , but  when I  t ook t hem t o t he 

ac i i n i s t r at i o n bu i l d i ng t he i nt er v i ewed t o l d me t hat  t .he def ense" 

Com and had put  I daho i n t he r es t  i c t ed zone so I  c o u l dn ' t  go out  

t her e t o wor k . I  was qui t e di s appo i nt ed wi t h t hi s , news as I  had 

l ooked f or war d t o go i ng out  and af t er  t hat  I  coul d not  see how I  
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coul d ever  get  out . 

! i 0ne t h i ng I  enj oyed at  Tul ar e was ray j ob as a gat e c hec k er . 

I  got  to know qu i t e a f ew o f  t he K . P . t hat  way and I  f ound t hat  t hey 

wer e most l y s wel l  f e l l o ws and some o f  t hem wer e pr et t y young. They 

t r eat ed me good and ac t ed ver y s y mpat het i c . One /- oung M. P . vas i r c m 

Hol l ywood so I  used t o go out  t her e a l l  t he t i me ©hen he was on dut y 

and we woul d t al k about  L os angel es . That  was t he onl y t ouch I  had 

wi t h t he o ut s i de j  Whenever  I  saw aut omobi l es go by I  f e l t  sor t  of  

angr y i ns i de and I  knew t hi n s wer e not  r i gh t . 

n T u l ar e was a v er y peac ef u l  camp and we di d not  have any bi g 

gang f i gh t s ana t h i ngs l i k e t hat . Once t'l - ey c o l l ec ed a l l  of  t hn 

J apanes e r ecor ds and put  a cur f ew on t he camp and a l ot  of  t he 

peopl e di d not  l i k e t hat  so much. Ther e wer e o t her  peopl e i n camp 

who f e l t  j us t  as r es t r i c t ed as I  was . Mear  t he f our t 1 of  J u l y , one 

f e l l o w t r i ed t o esc ape t hr ough t he f enc e and t hat  caused qui t e a bi t  

o f  commot i on. He was caught  j us t  as he was go i ng t hr ough t he f enc e. 

When t hey asked hi m why he t r i ed t o es c ape, he gave t he excuse t  l at  

he want ed t o go out  t o t own and buy some l i quo r  t o c el ebr at e t he 

f o ur t h wi t h , - "s a r ewar d f o r  hi s e f f o r t  , he was c onf i ned i n a j a i l  

t hat  t hey bui l t  i n camp. Then I  saw t hese t hi ngs i t  l ade m f ee l  

mor e t han ever  t hat  I  want ed t o get  away f r om t he camp l i f e . These 

per i ods of  d i s s at i s f ac t i o n , came o f f  and on and i n t he meant i me I  

v/ent  back i nt o t he r o ut i ne of  camp and I  got  used t o i t . Vie j us t  

l i v ed f r om day t o day and i t  seemed l i k e we wer e l i v i ng a d i f f er en t  

k i nd ©f  l i f e t han t he one we had enj oyed on t he o ut s i de. One good 

t h i ng ..hi ch ave some compensat i on was t hat  peopl e di d not  have t o 

wor r y about  t he nec es s i t i es of  l i f e because t he gover nment  s uppl i ed 

i t . A l ot  of  t i mes i t  bot her ed me not  t o have my f r eedom so I  
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ooul d go out  t o a hambur ger  s t and t o get  somet hi ng t o eat  when I  

f e l t  l i k e i t . 

"When r unor s of  r el o c at i o n oame ar ound, ever ybody got  out  of  
» 

t he peac ef u l  mood and t hey wer e a l l  ex c i t ed . Vve d i dn ' t  know wher e 

we woul d be sent  t o next . Ther e wer e a l l  k i nds of  ues s es on t hat . 

Some sai d we wer e go i ng t o Manzanar  and ot her s s ai l  we woul d be 

sent  t o 'r ul e L ak e. Most  o f  t he r umor s s ai d t hat  Ar i zona woul d be 

t he p l ac e. We f i gur ed t hat  i t  woul d be Pos t on t hen and some of  t he 

peopl e i n camp began t o wr i t e l et t er  t o t hei r  f r i ends i n F os t on. 

Ther e was qui t e a bi t  of  t a l k about  t he h at  u t her e out  i t  was 

pr et t y hot  i n Tu l ar e so we wer e sor t  o f  used - 8 t o i t . f i n a l l y 

t hey t o l d us t hat  we wer e bei ng sent  t o Gi l a and t hat  t ook us com-

p l et e l y by s ur pr i s e because nobody had even ment i oned i t  bef o r e. 

Ther e was a l o t  of  t a l k t hat  i t  was i n t he mi ddl e of  t he deser t  so 

t hat  we wer e a l l  d i s c o ur aged. We hear d t hat  i t  was on a f or mer  

I nd i an r es er v at i o n so some peopl e t hought  we woul d be t r  at ed l i k e 

I nd i ans af t er  we got  out  t her e. I  was exc i t ed about  t ak i ng anot her  

l ong t r i p and I  was not  par t i c u l ar l y anxi ous t o r emai n i " T u l ar e. 

We a l l  r an ar ound get t i ng our  t h i ngs r eady t o go . J us t  bef o r e 

l eav i ng we had a l o t  o f ' f ar ewel l  p a r t i es . Some of  t he peopl e i n 

Tul ar e t hought  t hey woul d never  see each ot her  agai n j us t  bec ause 

t hey wer e go i ng i n d i f f er en t  gr oups . I n a way I  was happy t o l eave 

and i n ot her  ways I  f e l t  a l i t t l e sad. 1 as get t i ng es t  b l i s hed 

i n T u l ar e i n some ways and I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he i dea of  s t ar t i ng a l l  

over  aga i n . At  t he same t i me I  l onged t o get  away f r om t he smal l  

space of  our  assembl y cent er  wher e we coul d not  even al k a ha l f  

l i l e i n a s t r a i ght  l i ne bec ause of  t he f enc es . ¥ j  br o t her - i n- l aw's 

mot her  earn? back f r om t he i nt er nment  camp and she t ook t he r es t  or  



her  f ami l y on t o Manzanar , t o j o i n her  hus band. We a l l  want ed t o 

o t her e but  we wer e not  al l owed t o bec ause we di d not  have enough 

r easo i s. 1 knew mor e f r i ends f r o i  Los - ungel es down at  I 'anzanar  an- .-

I  t  : u,� 'ht  I  woul d enj oy i t  mor e, but  t he WCCA'f col d us t hat  we woul d 

have t c go t o Gi l a wi t h t he r es t  of  t he gr o up. 

"Then t he t i me came t o l eav e f o r  WRA c ent er s , t he camp was di -

v i ded i nt o s ec t i o ns . A c er t ai n number  o f  bl oc k s went  at  a t i me and 

t hey asked f or  v o l unt eer s t o hel p l oad t he baggage. I  hel ped do 

t hat  as I  want ed t o get  t hat  f ee l i ng of  get t i ng out  of  camp f o r  a 

shor t  t i me even i f  i t  was onl y t o go t o t he r a i l r o ad s t at i o n . I t  

was qu i t e a t h r i l l  t o buy cokes and gum at  a s t o r e on t he o ut s i de. 

"Then t hey asked f o r  v o l unt eer s t o s t ay behi nd and c l ean up 

t he camp' and my br ot her - i n- l aw and s i s t er  dec i ded t o do t hat . I t  

was most l y young s i ngl e f e l l o ws w 10 di d t h i s and t hey wer e pr emi sed 

good j obs when t hey got  t o t he WRA c ent er s . A l l  of  t hem wer e f oo l s 

because by t he t i me t hey got  t o t he r el o c at i o n c ent er s , most  of  t he 

goods j obs l ad al r eady been t ak en. 

"When i t  came our  t ur n t o l eav e, we wer e pr et t y exc i t ed and I  

f e l t  good t o go on anot her  t r i p . l ot  of  peopl e f e l t  t hey woul d 

never  see t hei r  f r i ends any nor e and t her e was a l o t  of  weepi ng 

a r  .una. I  do n ' t  know why t hey di d t h i s because t hey wer e a l l  ;o i ng 

t o t he same camp. I  gues s t hey t hou ht  t he gover nment  woul d 

sea t er  t hem a l l  out . The f i r s t  t r a i n out  was aS r at her  exc i t i ng 

as I  got  a chance t o see f ami l i a r  scener y once mor e. T � e t r i p get  

bo r i n : a f t e r  we - ;ot  i nt o t he des er t  but  t hat  was a f t e r  we l e f t  

Ca l i f o r n i a . The f i r s t  n i ght  we onl y l e f t  Los n̂gel es and I  was 

gl ad t o see i t  once l or e as I  was not  expec t i ng t o see i t  once 

- or  . I  knew t hat  t hi s - t i me I  woul d not  see t he c i t y agai n f o r  
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many mont hs . I  had a l o t  or  f un po i nt i ng out  t he v ar i ous f ami l i ar  

spot s t o t he no r t her ner s who had never  seen Lc- s i n el es bef o r e. I  

f e l t  l i r e a nat i v e son even t hough I  was i n a l oc k ed t r a i n go i ng 

out  of  Ca l i f o r n i a agai ns t  my wi l l . Most  of  t he young k i ds wer e ex-

ci  j ed about  t he l o i g t r a i n r i de and t hey d i d n ' t  know what  was comi ng 

ahead f o r  t hem. 

? I t  t 0 ; : k u s 3 days t o r eac h Gi l a and we wer e \ .orn out  because 

i t  was so unc omf or t abl e s t ay i n on t hat  t r a i n so l ong. "e wer e ot  

al l owed 

even a l e«* t o get  out  once t o s t r  t ch o ur s el v es . When we not  t o 

t he r a i l r o ad s t at i o n at  C&sa Gr ande, we had t o wai t  f or  hour s r h i l e 

t he Ar my t r ucks came t o p i c k us up ana t ake us t o cam;- ) 15 mi l es 

away. I t  was one of  t he ho t t es t  days o f  t he summer  and we wer e 

p r ac t i c a l l y wi l t ed , r asa Gr ande was a one- hor se t own and a l l  t he 

peopl e came out  t o t he s t at i o n t o s t ar e at  us . They wer e j us t  cu-

r i o us and none of  t hem s ai d any t h i ng nas t y . On t he way t o camp i t  

was hot  and aus t ? y and we had our  f i r s t  t as t e of  a dust  st or m. I  

.as ver y d i s appo i nt ed bec ause I  had p i c t ur ed t he deser t  a:, c ac t us 

scener y as somet hi ng r omat ni c and I  was d i s i l l u s i o ned when I  r ea l l y 

saw what  i t  was l i r e . 

�When I  f i r s t  saw came I  got  nor e di s c our ager  as i t  was n ' t  

compl et ed yet  and i t  l ooked l i r e a d i r t y , messy p l ac e. The onl y 

c l ean par t  of  i t  was t he bar r ac k s whi c h wer e whi t e and new. ,'e 

wer e so t i r ed out  f r om t he l ong t r i p t hat  our  f i r s t  t hought  was t o 

t ar e a c l ean bat h and go t o bed. Then we j ot  r i ght  i nt o camp, t he 

' f i r s t  gr oup f r om Tul ar e gr eet ed us and t hey wer e a l l  he l p f u l  i n 

l o c at i ng our  bagga ,e and our  new bar r ac k s . We had t o haul  t he c ot s 

and mat t r es s es our s el v es s i nc e t her e r er e not  enough t r ucks av ai l -

ab l e . 
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"The f i r s t  t h i ng we di d was t o sfceep a i l  o f  t he dust  c ut . The 

f l o o r s had wi de c r acks i n i t  and t he dust  kept  bl owi ng i n . We went  

out  and pi cked up a f ew pi eces o f  sc r ap l umber  t o cover  t he c r ac k s 

wi t h . :i y mot her  was a f r a i d t hat  snakes woul d come i n t hr ough t he 

ho l es and she woul d not  r es t  u n t i l  we f i l ed ever y ho l e up. Ther e 

ras no r unni ng wat er  i n our  bl oc k and we had t o go about  3 bl oc k s 

away t o t ake a co l d shower . The di t c hes wer e s t i l l  open and we had 

t o wal k i n dust  about  8 i nc hes deep. By t he t i me we got  back t o 

our  apar t ment s agai n , we wer e as dus t y and d i r t y as bef o r e. 

"he t r i ed t o get  a b i g apar t ment  f o r  our  f ami l y but  t he camp 

was a l l  cr owded so t hat  d i f f er en t  f ami l i es had t o be- put  t oget her , 

he ai d a l o t  of  compl ai ni ng about  t h i s and we f i na l l y managed t o 

get  a D apar t ment  (20 f t  by 30 f t ) f o r  t he f i v e of  us . Anot her  

t h i ng t hat  di s c our aged me was t he meal s as we onl y got  canned f ood 

f o r  t he f i r s t  f ew day s . Th i s was not  a . p e t i z i n g at  a l l  and we f e l t  

t hat  we w >ul d p r ac t i c a l l y s t ar ve t her e. I t  was t oo hot  t o be ver y 

a i bi t i ous so t hat  we s t ayed i ndoor s or  i n t he shade .s much as 

p o s s i b l e . 

" I n t he eveni ngs I  went  out  exp l o r i ng and I  f ound t hat  t he whol e 

camp had open d i t c hes . i 'hey wer e s t i l l  dyn mi t i ng on t he f ar  s i de 

a - d a l o t  of  I nd i ans and Cauc as i an wor ker s wer e comi ng i nt o camp 

ever y day . ' hey us ed t o" have bi  c ont ai ner s o f  i c e wat er  and I  

spent  a l o t  of  t i me r u$n i n � bac k and f o r t h swi  pi ng t he i c e. 'Then 

we f i r s t  got  t her e we di d not  have any e l ec t r i c i t y at  a l l . I  had a 

l ong cor d and I  knew enough about  e l ec t r i c i t y f r om my exper i enc es 

at  t he J apanese e l ec t r i c shop i n L os Angel es t o connect  t he wi r es 

up. - <e ..<ere t he onl y ones i n our  whol e s ec t i on t o have any el ec -

t r i c i t y f o r  t he f i r s t  f ew day s . The r est  of  t he peopl e a l l  went  t o 
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bed ear l y or  el s e t hey l i t  c andl es . 

"e got  busy mak i n f u r n i t ur e r i  a t  away. Eac h day ray 

br ot her s - i n- l aw and I  went  out  t o s t ea l  l umber . I t  got  har der  t o 

get  t he good p i ec es because t hey out  I nd i an guar ds on t he l umber  

p i l e . We had t o go l at e at  ni ght  i n or der  t o dodge t hese - uar ds. 

The I ndi ans di d not  car e t oo much anyway bec ause t hey wer e maki ng 

mor e money f o r  t hat  j ob t han t hey di d i n a l ong t i me. T h a t ' s what  

one I ndi an guar d t o l d me. I  t al k ed t o some of  t hose I ndi ans and 

t hey wer e v er y s ympat het i c . I  f e l t  t hat  1 had much mor e educ at i on 

t han t hey di d because t hey wer e r at her  s i mpl e. They had t he i dea 

at  f i r s t  t hat  we wer e a bunch of  f o r e i gner s and we d i dn ' t  even know 

ow t o speak E ng l i s h . They wer e s upr i s ed t o f i nd t hat  t he n i s e i  

�� r e bet t er  Sagi i ek - aaa-  educat ed and knew mor e Engl i s h t han t hey 

d i d . They had t he i dea we wer e go i ng t o be kept  on t he r es er v at i o n 

t oo . 

" Wt e r  a week I  app l i ed f o r  a j ob as I  d i d n ' t  want  t o be l oaf -

i ng ar ound t oo l ong. The empl oyment  o f f i c e t o l d me t hat  t he war e-

house wor k was open so I  got  i n t her e wi t h some of  t he f e l l o ws I  

knew i n my s ec t i o n . At  f i r s t  we had t o wor k qui t e har d as t her e 

was a l ot  of  f ood comi ng i nt o camp and we had t o l oad and unl oad i t  

a l l . A f t e r  I  s t ar t ed wor k i ng' t her e, I  never  had t o wor r y about  

f ood bec ause a l l  o f  us woul d t ake s t u f f  home when t he boxes br ok e. 

I  never  t oot any b i g t h i ngs , but  a l o t  of  t he f e l l o ws t ook whol e hams 

and t h i ngs l i k e t hat  home wi t h t hem. I t  was a pr et t y good gan; t o 

wor k wi t h and I  got  t o meet  some of  t he ot her  f e l l o ws f r om o t her  

c ent er s and we got  al ong we l l . - e used t o compar e t he d i f f er en t  

c ent er s and I  di s c ov er ed t hat  we wer e much bet t er  o f f  at  Tul ar e 

t han at  some of  t he ot her  camps. One f e l l o w t o l d me t hat  t hey d i dn ' t  



even have moder n t o i l e t s at  T'ur l ock and I  was amazed at  t hat . 

? :Our  war ehouse cr ew went  over  t o GaT:i p r  ±n t r uc ks and I  

s t ar t ed t o l ook ar ound. I  was s ur pr i s ed t o meet  so - e o f  my f or mer  

L os Angel es f r i ends t her e. The;..-  had gone t o t he f r ee zone wi t h 

t i e i r  f ami l i es bef o r e ev ac uat i on and wer e sent  t o Gi l a f r om f r es no . 

I  was ver y gl ad t o see t hem as t h i s was t he f i r s t  t i me I  had r un 

ac r os s any of  my ol d f r i ends i n mont hs . 

''I  wor ked i n t he war ehouse cr ew u n t i l  December . I  l i k ed t he 

j ob as we got  t o r i de t he t r uc ks t o t he ot her  camp ever y day . At  

t hat  t i me damp I I  d i d not  have a cant een so i t  was an advant age t o 

go t o Camp I  t o buy soda wat er  and ot her  t h i ngs . f e used t o knock 

a coupl e o f  l our s o f f  ever y t i me j us t  t o hang ar ound t he cant een 

and t a l k . Soon t he f el l o ws i n our  cr ew f or med a sor t  of  gang and 

we s t ar t ed t o go ar ound t o get her . At  f i r s t  we d i dn ' t  do much except  

go v i s i t i n g . L at er  one we went  t o t he- dances i n a gr oup, come of  

t he f el l o ws wer e pr et t y r owdy . I  d i d n ' t  wear  my z o o t . s u i t  anymor e 

because I  had r ef or med. I  got  al ong wi t h most  of  t he f el l o ws i n 

t he war ehouse and we began t o p l ay car ds t her e when we d i dn ' t  f eel  

l i k e wor k i ng t oo har d. 

"The r o ut i ne got  s et t l ed a f t er  a wh i l e and we woul d go ar ound 

t o t he dances t oget her  and do al  l ost  ev er y t h i ng as a gr oup. At  

f i r s t  v.e t ook h i k es out  i nt o t he deser t  but  we got  t i r ed of  t hat . 

Once we caught  a f i ve- f oot  r at t l es nak e. I  made a cage f o r  i t  and 

kept  i t  at  my house t he f i r s t  n i ght . When my mot her  saw i t , she 

became ver y f r i gh ened and she want ed me t o k i l l  our  pet . :*y mot her  

c o u l dn ' t  s l eep as she t hought  t hat  t he r at t l es nak e woul d escape and 

come i nt o our  apar t ment , - he got  so ner vous about  i t  t hat  I  f i n a l l y 

t ook i t  t o t he war ehouse and we kept  i t  t her e as a pet . Ever y day 
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t  - o v/'VJI « o r o » Woul d îw- 1 ole r hf  a 0 t  un h - - ur  t e on t oh n -t  r oo i c e 

or  her  .t  » f eed t he f r ui t e. " ' e r  - u»!ro vou3d tic ve-  r  r U o t he 

- '�aro when we v./o:r  r  o - / hut  nex* no r n 'n we s i  ay ��/ i - eC t h t  

:t  al ' t i yv \ a< a ' l e u l c ? l i  l i.-  e l l y . e oc.1V ; � '- e -  m1 -  "The 

r  eaoher ou, «i r .- ", f  > nt ì  es v;e cai  l ed U " " ^ n t o*\  

x*Gf  son / o r  "i hi .t  eas t hat  the- x? wr.-  ß - e/ naned Tar ano t o 

i n our  bl oo : and he war-  ver y pr o- J ane . /hon I  f i r s t  s t ar t ed t o 

wor ': l i  t he h u.- of  he m d o up s t o r i e ; f i : t  wo wore-  e bod hunch 

f  r  n 1.00 i  l e .. I l e a l eo pas sod mr t or n ar ound t hat  our  f n n l l y 

.�or a i  nus J us t  beoaw.se ly s i s t e r  an i  broth-  r - l n- l i  .v; us à t  

.'one o f  t he ï auo r s 'an t oac he - a oo i > and v i  i t  .- hen. Tant  i ot . v; i l h 

.t al l : t o t he f ci boi  a l l  t he t i n and t o l l  mm Ho t  t o wor k*, 

wor e ö l  vm/ t al l :!- i c about  J ap- i no so i d ea s , He t r i ed t o i  - f l uenen us 

Catfr , but  c o u l dn ' t  ß et  an / p l ac e wi t h u s b c us e wo l unc hed h i n 

' >.- n. o bo c an t  > a t e our  f ami l y a i d he t r i ed X j hah© i t  nt  on 

u s , 

1 hen > C O . 7 , 1943 OC t o, " T I ' I M ¡t o awl  s > TO WF h i s  - O I pai n 

*' r  �1 '»l oo r. t  t he Jsg-  : ne ;e f l * ; on the -  t t  . J »n pr ot  / sur e 

u M V not h er  won ao r k ì ny l o t ' e io s s h a l l  t hon and s h o 

1 � r Ví l  ea r l y t hat  o e n i n ; Tanano t o and h"n o r  ,;d " � .t her ed 
t 0 

and >>o/ h d i  :e no o f / sono p l ane, - hey i hon o r ne h. oj j /t ho i ons 

î a.U a.i l  t hey .had n p i o t ur o y? th�> '- per o-  and J ap ne. e r i a � 

�7h oh t h e / , put  up . Thon t he/ n< a l ot  o f  J apanes e son-  and 

ee l eb r  it  3d t i l  th* .- i ot or i  - s wh i c h J ap . n won. '. her e war . a l o t  

>h oonnot i on about  t he J an f l a a on t he i ou i t ai n hut  t he a- .l i ' n i a l ;m* 

t i o n nev er  f o und out  who put  i t  t ho r e , Bój r  Sc out s t ool s i t  

down an i  t h e / t o - e i t  u p . I ' hear d t hat  t he / us ed i t  f  r  t  û l e t  

nain er . 
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nYa m. ot o seemed t o have caused a l ot  of  t r oubl e i n camp. 7e 

f ound out  t hat  t he cooks wer e hoar di ng t he f o o d. 7e di d not  get  

a l l  t hat  we shoul d have go t t en at  meal  t i me. The f el l o ws end I  

del i v er ed t o each mess hal l  and we knew t hat  somet hi ng d i r t y was 

go i ng on. 7?e r epor t ed i t  t o t he mess o per at i o ns and t hey f ound out  

t hat  t he co ks wer e hoar di ng i t  i n t he bl oc k manager 's o f f i c e . 

A f t er  t he ques t i o n i ng, i t - was f ound t hat  Tamamot o was t he l eader . 

::e c l eai med t hat  t her e was go i ng t o be a shor t age of  f ood and t i i ey 

s ai d t hat  t hey wer e pr epar i ng f o r  i t  so t hat  t he peopl e i n our  

bl oc k woul d not  s t ar v e. Yamamot o was al ways spr eadi ng s t o r i es 

ar ound about  how t i e peopl e wer e go i ng t o get  s t ar ved and a l o t  o f  

t hem bel i ev ed hi m. f i n a l l y t he F BI  t ook Yamamot o out  of  ca ;p uur -

i ng t he t i me of  r eg i s t r a t i o n . A f t er  t hey t ook hi m and a f ew ot her s 

out  t hey d i dn ' t  have so much t r oubl e i n camp. 

hi t  g i l a l  d i s c ov er ed t hat  qui t e a f ew of  t he peopl e wer e 

r an t i c about  bei ng pr o- J apan. Ther e wee one f el l ow i :i  our  ' l o c k 

t hat  1 t hought  was okay dur i ng t he t i me I  was at  Tu l ar e. ..i s name 

was Ar t  and he had p l eu r i s y . o 0 maybe t hat  was why he was so 

o i t ee agai ns t  ev er y t h i ng. I n my t a l k wi t h hi mat  Gi l a , I  di scov -

er ed t hat  he was de f i n i t e l y pr o . Ee t r i ed t o t e l l  me t hat  I  shoul d 

l ay l ow and go t o J apan bec ause t h i s count r y hat ed a l l  of  us J apan-

es e. He t r i ed t o i n f l uenc e me i n J apanese ways and t e l l  me t hat  my 

c i t i zens h i p - di d not  i ean any t h i ng. I  had t o avo i d hi m ai d I  d i dn ' t  

l i k e hi m anymor e. He hung ar ound wi t h t he k i bei  f e l l o es and t hey 

�er e f anat i c s t oo. They woul d go t o t he shower s and br ag about  

J apan a l l  t he t i me. They at. i d t eat  t hey 'wo ul d l i k e t o be i n t he 

;"a-  l c s e : : a v Y -  Once t hey made ne so l ad t hat  _ I  t o l d t hem o f f . I  

asked t hem why f i hey d i dn ' t  go bac k t o J apan i f  t hey l i k ed i t  so much. 
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t er  t hat  I  di e n ' t  t a l k ed t o t hen anymor e. 

' I t  .- ee;-  .ed t o me t hat  most  of  t he i s s e i  i n our  bl oc k wer e "p r o " 

t oo so I  d i dn ' t  et  a I on i t h t hem e i t h er . ' he k i bei  wer e t he 

wor s t  ana t hey s t ar t ed a l o t  of  t r o ub l e. The n i s ei  wer e a l i t t l e 

hes i t ant  because of  a l l  t hes e i n f l uenc es . I  guess t hey d i d n ' t  t h i nk 

much about  t hei r  own po s i t i o n any.."ay. 

" I n t he meant i me I  had changed j obs i n J anuar y i nt o t he ca ou-

f l age net  f ac t o r y , at  f i r s t  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk o f  go i ng i n but  a l ot  o f  

t he war ehouse boys went  i n . .'e f or med our  own cr ew and rent  i n as 

a gr oup. A l ot  of  t he i s s e i  d i dn ' t  l i k e t he i dea o f  t he camouf l age 

f ac t o r y as t hey s ai d i t  was hel p i ng out  Amer i c a. I- iany par ent s 

wo u l dn ' t  l et  t hei r  c h i l dr en go out  t her e t o wor k and make or e 

money t han t he J RA wages . Some o f  t hese f ami l i es wer e pr et t y poor  

and t hey c er t a i n l y c oul d have used t hat  money. Some of  t he i s s ei  

i n our  bl oc k t al k ed bad about  us f o r  goi ng i nt o t he net  or k and 

t hey t r i ed to t ake i t  out  on us i n t he mess h a l l . The i s s ei  - ot  

t he sor es t  when t he ex- vet er ans i  ent  i nt o t he net  wor k as a , r oup. 

A f t er  a wh i l e , t he net  wor ker s s t ar t ed t o l ake anywher e f r om ,oO t o 

,100 a week so t hat  t he ot her  peopl e got  j eal ous about  i t . They 

coul d have gone out  t her e and wor ked t oo i f  t hey wer en ' t  so st ub-

bo r n. 

"The bad t h i n about  camouf l age was t hat  a l ot  of  guys never -

made so much money i n t hei r  l i v es and i t  went  t o t hei r  heads . They 

s t ar t ed t o go t o a l l  t he b i g t i me gar b l i ng games and a l ot  of  t hem 

l os t  qu i t e a b i t . I  want ed t o save up my money as t i e f cai fe of  r e-

set t l ement  was s t a r t i ng . The camouf l age wor k was not  t oo d i f f i c u l t , 

but  i t  was bad t o br eat he t hat  l i n t  i n . Ther e wer e some r umor s 

t hat  ve woul d get  T . B . and a l ot  of  guys wer e wo r r i ed about  t hat . 
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When i t  pot  ho t , ny wor ker s got  t he r ash and t hey had t o l ay o i f . 

I  got  t he r ash ahout  May so I  had t o qu i t . I  want ed t o t ake i t  

easy any way and est  up as I  was de f i n i t e l y t h i nk i  11. of  r es et t l e-

ment  and I  l ad s t ar t ed t o make some of  my pi  ms . 'f he camouf l age 

pr o j ec t  c l osed up at  t he end of  May anyway because t he guys wer e 

mak i ng t oo much money and t hey s ai d i t  was d i s c o ur agi ng r es et t l e-

ment . 

hJ l i i l e I  v/as wor k i ng i n t he net  f ac t o r y , t he Ar my r eg i s t r at i o n 

came i n F ebr uar y . I n a way I  "wel comed t he news as I  t hought  f a t  

t he n i s e i  shoul d get  a chance t o show wher e t hey s t ood. The onl y 

r eas on I  d i dn ' t  wea v o l unt eer  was . t hat  I  hear d a l ot  of  r umor s t hat  

Shel by was not  so pood. I  f e l t  r es po ns i b l e f o r  my f ami l y yet  t oo . 

I  answer ed 'pes - y es ' i n t he ques t i o nnai r e and I  /as wi l l i ng t o go 

i f  t hey t ook me. I  want ed t o wai t  a l i t t l e whi l e anyway as I  In d 

pl anned t o get  out  and s et t l e my f o l k s bef o r e go i ng i nt o t he A my . 

" I  was aga i n amazed at  t he r eac t i o n of  t he n i s e i . They 

t hought  t hat  t hey shoul d answer  'no- no ' t o t he ques t i on as t hey s ai d 
* 

we wer e bei ng s uc k er s and we woul d be put  i nt o a s pec i a l  camp and 

t hen sent  t o t he f r ont  l i ne over s eas wher e we woul d be s l aught er ed. 

Ever yone was say i  g t hat  and 1 d i d n ' t  k l oww' êt hea i t  was t r ue or  

no t . I  d i dn ' t  ar gue wi t h t hem bec aus e i t  was no us e. Most  o f  t he 

net  cr ew f e l t  l i k e IN d i d , but  f  ey d i d not  car e t o v o l unt eer . Ther e 

wer e some k f bei  wor k i ng wi t h us out  t her e and t hey t r i ed t o oppose 

t he r eg i s t r at i o n but  nobody woul d l i s t en t o t hem. They wer e di s -

char ged when t hey answer ed 'no- no ' and t hey got  pr et t y sor e about  

t hat . They t hought  t hey wer e bei ng k i c k ed ar ound aga i n . 

"A l o t  of  t he k i be i  got  i nt o gr oups and t hey t r i ed t o ag i t a t e . 

They went  t o some of  t he meet i ngs and t hey booed t he Ar my t eam when 
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t he speeches wer e : i v en. Once I  'vent  t o a s ec r et  k i bei  m et i ng i n 

our  b l o c k . I  was j us t  c ur i ous t o see what  t hey hr  d t o s ee. I  

c o u l dn ' t  under s t and t he J apanes e so we l l  but  I  got  d r i f t s of  - . hat  

t hey wer e s ay i ng. I t  bur nt  me up when t hey t al k ed agai ns t  t h i s 

c ount r y , They s ai d t hey wer e bei ng pushed ar ound and t hey had t o 

s t and up f o r  J apan t o show t he i r  r ea l  bl ood. - hey s ai d t hat  t hey 

woul d be t r eat ed l i k e p i gs i n t hi s count r y and t hey had t o do ever y-

t  l i ng po s s i b l e t o hel p J apan wi n a p l ac e i n a wo r l d. They t al k ed 

l i k e f anat i c s . A f t er  t hat  t he k i bei  c l ub f r om our  camp s t ar t ed t o 

make t r oubl e at  a l l  of  t he Ar my meet i ngs on t he r eg i s t r a t i o n . They 

woul d go t o t he meet i ngs and c al l  t he n i s e i  s er geant  bad names i n 

J apanes e. They br oke up one meet i ng compl et el y by do i ng t h i s . 

Some of  t he k i bei  t hr ew r oc ks at  t he Ar my car s .hen t hey passed and 

t hen r an . Hi ght  i n t he mi ddl e of  r eg i s t r a t i o n , t he k i bei  c a l l ed a 

�.ass meet i ng i n t he amphi t heat r e and t hey t r i ed t o get  t he whol e 

camp t o s t r i k e agai ns t  t he r eg i s t r a t i o n . A f t er  t hat  mar t i al  l aw 

was dec l ar ed and a l o t  of  t he i s s ei  and k i bei  r i ng l eader s wer e 

t aken by t he F BI  t o j a i l . Tama mo t o o f  our  bl oc k was one o f  Ti e 

f i r s t  ones t o be pi c k ed Up. I  d i dn ' t  f ee l  sor r y f o r  hi m at  a l l  be-

cause he had i nf l uenc ed t he n i s ei  wr on; and he had al s o l ed a l ot  of  

i s s ei  who wer e peac ef u l  i n t o ag i t a t i o n . 

a r es u l t  of  a l l  t h i s exc i t ement , a l o t  of  t he n i s e i  i n our  

ca vn answer ed 'no- no ' but  t hey r egr et t ed i t  l at er  when t hey came t o 

t h e i r  s ens es . Many of  t hem went  back and changed t hei r  ans wer s . I t  

ended up by hav i ng t hr ee- f our t hs of  t he n i s e i  answer i ng "yes - yes» 

and one- f our t h 'no - no ' , i hat  was n ' t  so bad because t he k i be i  wer e 

i nc l uded i n t he f o ur t h whi c h answer e 'no* and t hey wer e al most  a l l  

agai ns t  t he l o y al t y ques t i o n , A l o t  of  t he young k i ds wer e i n-
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f l uenc ed by t hei r  par ent s , but  t hat  was bec ause ©fc t he wer e t oo 

young t o know what  t hey wer e do i ng. 

' I  was s ur pr i s ed because a l o t  oí ' n i s e i  f e l t  t hat  t hey had 

been shoved ar ound and t hey wer e b i t t er  l i k e t he k i be i . They di d not  

car e t o be shoved i nt o a combat  un i t  a f t er  a l l  t hat  and t hey had 

a l l  k i nds o f  o b j ec t i o ns . Ther e wer e onl y about  a hundr ed U s e i  who 

v o l unt eer ed f r om our  camp.and much mor e t han t hat  dec i ded t o go t o 

Tul e Lake wi t h t  :ei r  par ent s . Over  2000 peopl e s i gned up f o r  r e-

pat r i at i o n f r om our  camp so t hat  i t  was a pr et t y c ons er v at i v e p l ac e. 

S,I  began t o t h i nk ver y s er i o us l y of  r es et t l ement  a f t e r  t hat . 

I  was n ' t  t oo s ur e of  mysel f  because I  was a f r a i d of  l ow I  woul d be 

t r eat ed on t he o ut s i de. T got  mor e c onf i denc e when I  r ead l e t t er s 

f r om o t her  n i s e i  who had l e f t  camp and t hey wer e a l l  t e l l i ng me t hat  

i t  was best  t o l eav e. The camp paper  a l s o s t r es s ed r eset t l ement  

a d t hey quot ed l e t t e r  t e l l i n ; how some of  t he n i s e i  wer e go i ng on 

t he o ut s i de. I  went  t o t he r e l o c at i o n o f f i c e r  and I  had a l ong 

t el l e wi t h hi m. I  s t i l l  had c u i t e a f  w doubt s and f ear s about  

l eav i ng camp. 1 d i dn ' t  - now exac t l y what  k i nd o f  wor k I  coul d do 

as I  was s t i l l  not  t r ai ned f o r  any t h i ng. The r el o c at i o n o f f i c e r  

s ai d t hat  i t  was up t o me t o hel p make a good name f o r  t he n i s e i . 

I  knew he was r i ght  when he s ai d not  t o hang ar ound i n l ar ge gangs . 

Anot her  g i r l  came i n f r om Chi c ar o f o r  a v i s i t  wi t h her  f ami l y and 

she t ol d me i t  was bes t  not  t o wear  a zoot  s u i t  on t he out s i de and 

a i l  t hose t h i ngs . I  had r ead o f  t he zoot  s u i t  t r oubl e i n L os An-

gel es so I  knew t hat  she was r i ght  and I  dec i ded t ot  t o get  i nt o 

any of  t hese gr oups when I  r es et t l ed . 

'Af t er  T qui t  my camouf l age wor k i n May, I  de f i n i t e l y made up 

my ni nd t o come out  as soon as p o s s i b l e . I  had been c o r r es pondi n 



wi t h my br ot her ei n- l ay /*s br o t her  i n Nebr as k a and he kept  t e l l i n g me 

t o ooine out  t o L i nc o l n . I  want ed t o get  out  and s t ar t  a new l i f e 

because I  saw t hat  t her e was no f ut ur e i n camp. I  woul d onl y be 

t her e f o r  t he dur at i on and I  had t o s t ar t  out  somet i me. I  f e l t  t hat  

I  had to do somet hi ng c ons t r uc t i v e f o r  my f o l k s bef or e I  went  i nt o 

t he Ar my. I  knew t hat  sooner  or  l at er  1 woul d be c al l ed. I  was 

hopi ng t o get  some sor t  of  def ens e j ob so I  coul d c/ r r y out  my 

p i a i s ana a l s o bec ause I  want ed t o l ear n a de f i n i t e s k i l l . 

'? I  hear d s t o r i es t hat  n i s e i  wer e get t i ng good money on t he out -

s i de, .l ore t han t i e had ever  made i n Los - n̂gel es. I  t hought  t hat  

t her e was a r ood chance t o pr epar e f o r  t he f ut ur e i f  I  went  out  and 

saved a l i t t l e money. I  had i n mi nd t hat  I  woul d l i k e t o go t o a ni  

ni ght  school  a f t er  I  got  out  t o l ear n a t r ade or  el s e t ake a bus i -

ness wor k . I  s t i l l  have some ambi t i o ' of  go i ng t o c o l l e e some day , 

I  was ext r emel y bor ed wi t h camp l i f e t hen and I  was i n a r ut . - he 

t h i n t hat  i r r i t a t ed me most  was t he at t i t ude of  t he pr o- J eoan 

peopl e bec ause t hey wer e al ways t a l k i ng agai ns t  r es et t l ement . Ot her  

f ami l i es wer e agai ns t  i t  b cause t hey d i dn ? t  know how t hey ooul d 

l ake a go of  i t . I  t h i nk t h i s was t he bi g est  r eas on f o r  not  hav-

i ng mor e peopl e l eav e t he camp. A l o t  of  t he i s s ei  t her e ar e t oo ' 

ol d l i k e my f a t her  and t hey c oul d not  ho l d r egul ar  j obs on t he out -

s i de and t ak e car e o f  t he i r  c h i l d r en . 

"1 had' qui t e a bi t  of  t r oubl e get t i ng my r el eas e as I  d i d not  

have a def i n i t e j ob o f f e r . I  j us t  t o l d t hem t  hat  I  was p l a "in i n t o 

go t o L i nc o l n , Nebr aska t o j o i n my br o t her - i n- l aw's br ot her  ana I  

v7o u_ a r i nd a j ob by ay s el f  out  Vi e r e. r̂ t e r  t he .."IL i nv es t i gat ed 

a l l  t h i s , thej r  f i n a l l y gave e an i ndef i n i t e l eav e. I  got  my 

t r ans po r t at i o n money and ¿ 50 f r om t he t o s t ar t  out  wi t h . I t  
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was j us t  l i k e l eav i ng p r i s o n . I  was n ' t  supposed t o have any money 

at  a l l  i n o r der  t o get  t he WR& money but  I  r ea l l y had over  a hun-

dr ed do l l ar s saved f r om t he net  wor k whi c h I  d i dn ' t  t e l l  t hem about , 

y br ot her - i n- l aw was t r y i ng t o get  me a j ob i n a c ont r ac t i ng com-

pany . I  t hought  sur e t hat  I  woul d get  i t  when I  l e f t  Gi l a . Then I  

�ar r i ved i n L i nc o l n , I  f ound t hat  ay br ot her - .n- l aw had be n l a i d o , f  

t r om h i s / j o b and t her e was no t hi ng f o r  me. 

n I t  was qui t e exc i t i ng t o l eav e camp at  l a s t . 1 was exc i t ed 

l i k e any t hi ng bec ause I  was :c i ng on my own f o r  t he f i r s t * t i me. I  

was s ai d t oo as I  had made qui t e a Bew f r i ends i n camp and I  d i d n ' t  

know what  was ahead o f  me. I  wo r r i ed about  wi at  t he r ec ept i o n woul d 

be and 7 hoped t hat  t her e woul d not  be any bad f ee l i ngs t owar ds me. 

I  went  out  wi t h anot her  n i s e i  who was on h i s way t c a c o l l ege i n 

Wyomi ng. We went  t oget her  as far -  as Denver . When I  f i r s t  got  on 

t he t r a i n , 1 was s c ar ed, but  I  soon ot  ac quai nt ed i t n a di s c har ged 

s o l d i er  who was v er y f r i end l y t owar ds us . ?e a l s o got  t o know ano-

- » 

t her  s o l d i er  who was on a f ur l o ugh . * f t e r  t hey f ound out  t hat  e. 

wer e f r om camp t hey asked a l o t  of  ques t i ons about  i t . They wer en't  

tad at  us at  a l l . They s ai d we wer e Amer i c ans t oo and t hey sy::;;. -

t i l l  zed wi t h us . They al s o s ai d t hat  ev ac uat i on c o u l dn ' t  be hel ped 

because t her e ./er e a l o t  of  J ap s pi es and I  shoul d not  f eel  b i t t e r  

about  i t . t he way t o Denver  we t al k ed and at e t oget her  and we 

di d not  h* v- e any unp l es ant  i nc i dent s on t h i s t r i p . 

! , I n Denver  I  s t opped o f f  f o r  a coupl e of  days t o l ook up some 

f r i en t s , t hen I  went  on t o L i nc o l n and I  ot  t her e on J une 5 , 1945) . 

I  went  j ob hunt i ng r i ght  away. I  had t he- f eel i ng t hat  t he Cauca-

s i ans we - e co l d t o us and I  t hou ht  t hat  t hey d i dn ' t  l i k e us . I  was 

qu.'.t e s el f - c ons c i ous becau-  e I  had j u. t  l ef t  t he camp. L at er  on I  
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l o s t  t hat  f ee l i ng a i t e r  I  got  mor e used t o bei ng on t he o ut s i de. 

I n some p l ac es wher e I  went  j ob hunt i ng, t hey handed me qui t e a l i ne 

and t hey t r i ed t o l et  me down gent l y . F i n a l l y , I  got  a j ob i n 

an i ce p l ac e wher e i  wor ked a coupl e of  day s . One f el l o w t her e 

d i dn ' t  l i c e us because we* wer e J apanese so fee dec i ded t o qui t  be-

f o r e he made i t  unp l eas ant . I  s t ar t ed t o l ook f o r  a j ob agai n but  

not  l i ng t ur ned up. I  d i dn ' t  l i k e Nebr aska so much any way! One of  

my f r i ends f r om Denver  wor t e and s ai d t he shed season was openi ng 

so x dec i ded t o go t her e. I  l anded i n Denver  i n J une 17. 

t  ' l  Sot  a j ob i n a v eget abl e shed r i ght  away at  t he, Eaar t ner  

Pr oduce Go. A l o t  of  f ar mer s br ought  t hei r  v eget abl es t her e and 

we had to t r i m and pack t hem t o be s hi pped eas t . I t  was n ' t  har d 

f o r  13 t o do as I  had had exper i enc e i n t h i s :i nd o f  wor k dur i ng 

t he t i me I  wor ked i n t he pr oduce mar ket  i n Los Angel es . The maj o-

r i t y of  t he wor ker s i n t hai  shed wer e J apanese but  t he bos s es wer e 

a l l  Cauc as i an. I  was get t i  l g about  ¿ 35 a week but  i t  soon became 

r o ut i ne and I  got  r es t l es s . We wor ked l ong, hour s so t hat  t i e onl y 

r ec r eat i o n was go i ng t o shows on week- ends . I  made mor e money t han 

t hat  i n t he net  p r o j ec t  so-  I  was n ' t  any t oo happy . ¿ t  t he end of  

J u l y t he season c l osed up so t hat  we wer e d i s c h ar ged . ]̂  

! I  s t ar t ed t o l ook f o r  anot her  j ob wi t h my r oom mat e and we 

wer e h i r ed I n a f oundr y at  ¿ 25 a week . f i t  was n ' t  such good wages 

but  t hat  was t he best  we c oul d- f i nd. We di d a l l  of  t he di r t y wor k 

at  t he f oundr y , - f t er  a f ew days t he f or eman t aught  riie how t o 

mol d. I  was never  ab l e t o get  used - to t h i s j ob and I  got  s i c k a f t er  

t wo week s . I  wasnSt  used t o a l l  t hat  l eat  and sudden co l d so I  

caught  t he f l u and I  got  d i z z y . The boss wo u l dn ' t  l et  me t ake t he 

aay o f f  and he. s ai d t hat  i f  I  c o u l dn ' t  t ake t he wor k , not  t o come 
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bac k . I  got  sor e at  t hat  so I  got  my pay and qu i t . 

"My r oom mat e got  a j ob i n a ohop supy r es t aur ant  r i ght  a r ay. 

I t  was r un by a Chi nese Amer i c an, i  got  a j ob i n t hat  p l ac e t oo . 

We onl y got  pai d ¿ 25 a week p l us meal s . I  washed di s hes most  of  

t he t i me I  was t  er e. We got  al ong wi t h t he boss ver y wel l  and t he 

ot her  wor ker s t r eat ed us good t oo . They wer e mos t l y Chi nese 

Amer i cans and we used t o . t a l k about  t he ev ac uat i on and my boss 

t hou ht  i t  was a l ous y t r i c k . Ther e wer e t hr ee o t her  n i s e i  g i r l s 

wor k i ng t her e t oo and a l l  t he cust omer s t hought  t hey wer e Chi nes e. 

' I  got  ac quai nt ed wi t h a f el l o w who c o l l ec t ed t he money f r om 

t he j uke machi ne and I  got  i n t he habi t  o f  hav i ng br eak f  st  wi t h 

hi m. He d i dn ' t  l i k e t he J aps i n Denver  and he us ed t o t e l l  .e how 

he woul d l i k e t o r un t hem back t o t he ol d c ount r y . I  l et  hi m go on 

t h i nk i ng t hat  I  was a Chi nes e and I  never  s ai d any t h i ng. The .'or k 

was n ' t  t oo i n t er es t i ng and I  got  a l i t t l e bo r ed. I  was n ' t  r unni ng 

ar ound at  a l l  bec aus e I  d i dn ' t  want  t o get  i n any of  t he n i s e i  gangs . 

I  d i dn ' t  have much of  a home l i f e and I  mi ssed t hat  a gr eat  deal . 

"Near  t he end of  t he second mont h i n t hat  r es t aur ant , I  had an 

ac c i dent . I  went  downs t ai r s t o l i gh t  t he heat er  one mor ni ng and i t  

expl oded r i ght  i n my f ac e. I  had t o go t o t he ho s p i t al  and ĥ e boss 

ca le out  t o v i s i t  me r i ght  away . He was a f r a i d I  woul d sue hi  a so 

he s ai d he woul d pay me my r egul ar  wage Whi l e I  was not  wor k i ng and 

I  coul d have my meal s at  t he r es t aur ant  f r ee . When i t  came t i me f o r  

ne t o et  my wor kman's compensat i on, I  f ound t hat  I  was onl y go i ng 

t o get  o i l y g6 f o r  t he whol e t wo weeks I  was out . They t o l d me t hat  

l ost  of  t he compensat i on money went  f o r  do c t o r ' s b i l l . I  knew I  

c o u l dn ' t  do any t h i n about  i t  so I  qui t  t he j ob i n t he r es t aur ant  

and kne./ I  coul d do any t h i ng t her e. 
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ft  The r e was n ' t  any ot her  j ob av a i l ab l e i n Denver  exceot  i n 

r es t aur ant  wor k so I  l o af ed ar ound f o r  coupl e of  week s . I  wr ot e 

t o my br ot her - i n- l aw i n Chi cago and t o l d me t o come out  t her e ¿s 

t her e wer e pl ent y of  openi ng f o r  n i s e i . I  d i dn ' t  have any money 

so I  bor r owed aer ê $50 f r om t hem and bought  a t i c k et  t o come out  

her e on Dec . 15. l eav i ng J env er  was not  har d f o r  me because i t  

was a sad exper i enc ed and. I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hat  i t  as such a pood 

r e: et t l ement . I  t hought  t her e wer e t oo many J apanese congr egat ed 

t her e. The n i s e i  f e l l o es a l l  hung ar ound i n gangs and t hey j ust  

s t ayed ar ound t he poo l  h a l l s and a l o t  o f  t hem wer e dr unk a l l  t he 

t i me. I  d i dn ' t  want  t o get  a bad name so I  t r i ed my best  not  t o 

hang ar ound f i a t  d i s t r i c t . I  d i dn ' t  r oom i n J ap t own at  a l l . I t  

seamed f i a t  most  of  t he J apanese i n Denver  l i v ed on L ar i mer  St . an 

i t  was j us t  l i k e t he J apanese s ec t i o n i n Ca l i f o r n i a bef o r e t i e war  

"The cho i ce of  - j obs f o r  t he n i s e i  wer e l i mi t ed t her e and t hey 

c o u l dn ' t  even get  i nt o semi - def ense j o bs . Tos t  o f  t hem wer e wor k-

i ng i  . who l es al e mar k et s , t he sheds or  i n c a f es . A l ot  of  t he 

. i r i s wer e i n domest i c wor k . Anot her  t h i ng . t hat  was not  so good 

about  Denver  was t hat  a i l  n i s e i  c hi c k s exo r s came t o t own a f t er  

t he season ana t hey made a bad name. They d i dn ' t  wor k at  a l l  as 

t hey had l o t s of  money. They j us t  hung ar ound and ambl ed a l o t . 

They t r i ed t o act  l i k e bi g t i me because t hey had t he dough. They 

l i d t he same t hi ngs t hat . t hey di d bef o r e t he war  when t hey went  

back t o L os Anpel es t o hang ar ound dur i ng t he o f f - s eas on. 

"hi  l o t  o f  t he young n i s e i  g i r l s came out  t o Denver  al one and 

so e of  t hem went  bad. The onl y k i nd o f  j obs t hat  t he g i r l s got  

wer e wai t r es s j obs i i  t  ie J apanese c af es on L ar i mer  St . T ' j s t  of  

t hese pl ac es wer e br oken down r es t aur ant s , - o le ox t hese g i r l s 



used t o p l ay up t o t he n i s e i  c h i ek sexor s and ot her  guys wi t h . 

mo i ey as t hey want ed a good t i ne. Ther e was nobody ar ound t o t e l l  

t he i  not  t o go wr on . '- hey a l l  went  t o t he n i s ei  danc es ,and I  

guess t hey wer e pr et t y r owdy a f f a i r s .  ̂ l o t  o f  t hese s t ags went  

t o t he dances dr unk and t he c i t y n i s ei  f r om Ca l i f o r n i a al ways t r i ed 

t o s t ar t  f i gh t s wi t h t he count r y n i s ei  who came f r om t he f ar ms 
* 

ar ound Denver . Ther e er e a l o t  of  r ea l  l oud l o s n̂ge l es zoot  

s u i t er s t her e and t hey had r egul ar  g ngs . I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  

Denver  i s a ood pl ac e t o r es et t l e because a l o t  or  p r ej udi c e i s 

comi ng up agai ns t  t hem and peopl e ar e s us p i c i o us of  L ar i mer r  Gt . 

The r e i s n ' t  much chance f o r  j ob oppo r t uni t y f o r  t he n i s e i  t her e so 

t hat  a l o t  o f  t he youn guys ar e get t i ng t o be - ©gor es and pool  

hal l  cowboys . 

: I  was pr et t y gl ad when I  l e f t  Denv er . I  knew I  woul ; l ave a 

bet t er  home l i f e i n Chi c ago wi t h my r e l a t i v es and I  woul d be mor e 

s et t l ed . '.Then I  f i r s t  ar r i v ed I  f e l t  compl et el y l os t  because I  

d i d n ' t  know t he c i t y at  a l l . My br ot her - i n- 1; w and s i s t er  hel ped 
i n 

me et  s et t l ed and I  moved/wi t h t hem. They t o l d me how t o o about  

l ook i n f o r  a j o b. They t o l d me not  t o go t o t he 'vi a, bee:us e i t  

oul d onl y o f f er  me. cheap gobs . I  had hear d f r om ot her  f el l o ws i n 

Denver  t hat  t he t fRA i n Chi c ago was no 'go o d . I  went  down t o t he 

US2b and I  r eg i s t er ed f o r  empl oyment . They sent  me out  on a j ob 

i n a f oundr y r i ;.hi  away . 

��'I  :ot  - V30 a week t o s t ar t  at  t he f oundr y as a f ur nace t ender . 

I t  w s n ' t  i ar d wor k but  i t  was d i r t y wor k , '- 'here .as one ot her  

n i s e i  boy who came t her e t o wor k a f t er  I  was hi r ed. The USES sent  

::e t o f i nd out  i f  t  e f ac t o r  r  woul d accept  n i s e i . I  got  al ong 

f a i r l y ./el l  wi t h t he boss and t he ot her  wo r k er s . I  di d t hat  j ob 
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un t i l  about  t he begi n 'i n;, oi  F ebr uar y {1944) . 1 s t a i t ed t o cat ch 

co l ds t her e as I  w s not  us ed t o t he weat her  her e so I  dec i ded t o 

change my j o b . I  t hought  I  coul d wor k mor e money by wor k i n some 

pl ace el s e as I  hear d of  o t her  n i s e i  mak i n #40 or  $5( a week ana 

I  t 10u ht  I  coul d do t he same t h i ng . 

" I  ot  my next  j ob t hr ough t he USES t oo . I  d i d n ' t  ex c t l y 

know what  I  want ed but  I - f i gur ed t hat  I  woul d l i k e t o get  a j ob i n 

a bi g com. any and be a s t ock r oom c l er k . I  t  ¡on i t  t u t  i i  I  nod 

t  hi s c hanc e, I  voul d be abl e t c wor k my way up and ev ent ual l y be-

come a bookkeeper  or  somet hi ng l i k e t hat . I  want ed t o dc wor k t hat  

had some c onnec t i on wi t h book k eepi ng. I  f e l t  i  oat  I  had t o s t ar t  

on my r eal  r es et t l ement  and I  want ed t o get  i nt o a p l ac e wher e I  

ooul d have a pl ac e t o adv anc e. I  .o s n ' t  abl  t o get  t h i s i n my 

second j ob out  her e. I t  was i n a machi ne s h e ; and not  exac t l y what  
0 

I  had hoped f o r . 

"¿ i t e r  I  s t ar t ed wor k i ng I  was sur p i s ed t o f i nd t hat  most  of  

t he wor ker s t her e wer e i gnor ant  about  ev ac uat i on and t hey al ways 

asked me a l ot  of  ques t i ons dur i n t he l unch per i o d, - one of  t hem 

had f unny i deas of  t he n i s e i  and I  had t o ar gue wi t h t he i  on t he 

po i nt  t nat  t he n i s ei  shoul d be al l owed t o go i nt o a l l  br anc hes of  

t he er v i c e» wi t hout  d i s c r i mi nat i o n . f  e f e l l o ws wer e sor t  o i  

s us p i c i ous c_ t he n i s e i  and t hey d i dn ' t  seem t o t r  st  us t oo much. 

I h ade e- f eel .go o d when t he ot her  wor k er s began t o s t i c k up f o r  

my po i nt . I  was t he f i r s t  n i s e i  at  t hat  shop and l a t er  on about  6 

or  7 wer e sent  by t he USES. What  made we f eel  f unny w: s t hat  t he 

o t her  ni  ei  j us t  qui t  j r i . ht  way and i t  made i t  l oo : bad f o r  t he 

o t her  n i s e i , f he boss asked me one day i f  a l l  t ne n i s e i  wer e l i k e 

t hat  and I  f ound t hat  I  had t o apo l o gi ze f o r  t hes e f el l ows who had 
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qui t  a l l  of  a sudden. I  d i dn ' t  bl ame t hem f o r  want i ng t c ;et  

bet t er  j obs but  I  t hought  t hey shoul d at  l eas t  gi ve mor e no t i c e. 

I t  seems t hat  a l l  n i s ei  wer e hoppi ng ar ound f r om ;'ob t o j ob much 

- "ran I  was and t hey wer e onl y i n t e r e r : t ed <«^  ̂ i n t he l oney. 

I  was i nt er es t ed i n money t oo but  I  was a l s o t h i nk i ng o f  t he' 

f ut ur e at  t he same t i  e. 

T r ,I  d i dn ' t  l i k e i t  at  a l l  when t he ê ot her  n i s e i  s t ar t ed t o 

come i nt o t he company. I  want ed t o be t he onl y n i s e i  i n t he p l ac e. 

I t ' s not  t hat  I ' m pr oud or  t hat  I  f ee l  s uper i o r  but  I  f e l t  t hat  i t  

was bet t er  f o r  t he n i s e i  t o s c at t er  ar ound f o r  t hei r  ov.n good. I  

d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hat  t hey shoul d a l l  c onc ent r at ed i i  a f ew p l ac es . J  

The j ob o ppo r t un i t i es ar e good her e f o r  t he n i s e i  as Chi cago i s i n 

need of  a l o t  of  wo r k er s . Many of  t he n i s e i  ar e get t i ng i nt o 

semi - def ense j obs now and t hey ar e maki ng good money. They have t o 

wor k t o c l ear  t hemsel ves i n t he eye  ̂ o f  t he publ i c as wel l  as t o 

advance t he i r  own per s onal  l i v es so I  t h i nk t hat  t hey shoul d be 

v er y c ar ef u l  about  how t hey ac t  at  f t or k. i  do n ' t  know how - - .ell  

most  of  t he n i s e i  out  her e ar e do i ng, but  I  do know t hat  some o f  

my f r i ends ar e maki ng dar n good wages . I  hear  t her e ar e about  

5CCC n i s ei  ar ound her e now but  I  never  see any o f  t hem except  f o r  

my f r i ends . 

" I  got  70 cent s an hour  at  t he machi ne shop and I  put  i n 10 

hour s a day . I  had t o wor k 6.day s a week so I  made bet ween ¿ 40 

and ,4 ). I  d i dn ' t  car e t o wor k any mor e t han t hat . cou l e of  

t he ot her  n i s e i  put  i n about  60 hour s a week so t hat  t hey :et  a 

pood s al ar y . I  got  pr et t y t i r ed at  t hat  j ob and I  soon l os t  i n-

t er es t . I  was a r eamer  and I  r an a machi ne i n t he shop. Ther e 

wer e about  a hundr e wor ker s a l t o get her . The wor k got  pr f ct t y mono-
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t onous af t er  a way and I  was t h i nk i ng of  changi ng agai n . I  t hought  

t hat  I  coul d t r y t he l ove f ac t or y next . I  wasn't  compl et el y sa-

t i s f i ed wi t h mysel f  and 1 f e l t  t hat  t her e was s t i l l  somet hi ng 

l i e;  s i ng. 

"1 made good f r i ends wi t h some of  t he Cauc as i an wor ker s at  t he 

machi ne shop and a :oupl e of  t hem o f f er ed t o show me ar ound t he 

c i t y . I  was us ual l y t o o . t i r ed t o go out  on week ni ght s af t er  wor k 

so t hat  af t er  a whi l e t hey s t epped as :i ng me t o go out  wi t h t hem. 

1 know I  shoul d have devel oped t he f r i ends h i p wi t h t hem hut  I  

d i dn 11 have t oo much i nt er es t  i n i t . 1 got  "bored wi t h my j ob af t er  

a mont h because I  c o ul dn' t  see any chance f or  advancement  at  a l l . 

"Af t er  t he war  had s t ar t ed, I  had gi ven a l o t  of  t hought  about  

t r y i ng t o get  i nt o t he a i r  cor ps or  some mechani zed uni t  i n t he 

Ar my. I  f e l t  t hat  I  coul d st udy about  mot or s and car s so t hat  I ' 

woul d be abl e t o hel p my f at her  i n h i s i nver t  i on and make t hem 

s uc c es s f u l . I  f e l t  t hat  he had some good i deas about  el ec t r i c car s 

and a i r p l anes . Af t er  I  got »out  her e, I  began t o t h i nk t hese i deas 

agai n and I  t hi nk t hat  I  shoul d car r y t hr ough wi t h i t . Ther e ar e 

sever al  t hi ngs t hat  I  am i nt er es t ed i n r i ght  now, but  I  an not  sur e 

about  any t hi ng. 

ttj  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s up t o t he n i s ei  t o buck l e down r i ght  now 

and s t ar t  t hei r  f ut ur e whi l e t hey have a chance. I t  does n' t  l ook 

any t oo pr omi si ng at  pr esent  as t he n i s e i  out  her e want  t o r un 

ar ound mor e and get  i t  out  of  t hei r  syst em. They ar e t hi nk i ng t oo 

much of  mak i n m ney i ns t ead of  t he f ut ur e. -  l ot  of  t hem- don't  

even want  t o f i n i s h t hei r  educ at i on because t hey can mkke mor e 

money wor k i ng r i ght  now. I  t h i nk a l o t  of  t hose guys doi ng t he 

mor e uns k i l l ed wor k wi l l  l ose t hei r  j ob af t er  t he war  and t hey wi l l  
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bs at  a di s advant age because t hey wi l l  not  have anyt hi ng-  s pec i a l  t o 

o f Per  i n c ompet i t i on wi t h Cauc as i an wor ker s when j obs get  mor e 

s c ar c e. 

�I f  I  do n ' t  get  t ak en i nt o t he Ar my, I  p l an t o go on t o ei t her  

co l l e e or  a t r ade s c hoo l . I  was j us t  about  r eady t o ent er  t he 'Y * 
* ' . 

Co l l ege her e when I  hear d t hat  t hey wer e d r a f t i ng n i s e i  l e f t  and 

r i ght  so I  t hou ht  I  had bet t er  wai t  and see w ¡at  happens bef o r e 

t ak i ng de f i n i t e s t eps f o r  my s el f . 

" I ' v e had a mor e s at i s f y i ng l i f e her e t han i n Denver  and I  

t h i nk t hat  I  have l ear ned t o t h i nk f o r  mysel f  a l o t  mor e. I  f ee l  

t hat  t h i s home at mospher e hel ps me t o keep aw- y f r om bad company. 

I t  keeps me occupi ed because we a l l  t ake par t  i n keepi ng t i e ol í  ce 

up. I  have t o wash t he di s hes and c l ean t he f l o< r s ever y Sat ur day . 

I  do most  o f  my own l aundr y and I  a l s o haul  coal  up and ot her  

t hi n .3 l i k e t hat . Ther e ar e f i v e of  us l i v i ng her e now and ..e l ave 

qui t e a bi t  o f  company, es p ec i a l l y on week - ends . ;e seem t o have 

a l o t  of  r e l at i v es among t he n i s e i  out  her e and .1 d i dn ' t  know most  

of  t hem bef o r e ev ac uat i on. Hos t  of  t hese r e l a t i v es ar e h? t hr ough 

mar r i age. 

'"3i nce I  heve been out  her e, I  have gone t o' s ever al  o f  t he 

n i s ei  danc es . coupl e of  t hem wer e a l l  r i ght  but  i t  seems t  ¡at  

so :e of  t hem t h i nk t hat  a dance i s not  s uc c es s f u l  un l es s t hey get  

dr unk and have f i gh t s . I t s et t i n/ t o be j us t  l i k e some of  t hose 

n i s ei  dances i n Denv er . I t  i ves a baa name t o a l l  of  t he n i s e i  

t o have t hat  happen her e and I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s go i ng t o har m our  

chance s t o get  wel l  ac c ept ed i f  t he publ i c hear s about  t h i s bad 

par t  of  t he n i s e i  gr oup. 

" I  hav en ' t  been l onesome out  her e at  a l l  bec ause we have a l o t  
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OX GO many comi ng over  t o our  f l a t . I n Denver  I used t o get  r es t -

l es s and l onesome qu t e a bi t  but  I  do n ' t  have t hat  f eel i ng so 

much out  her e. I  have about  10 c l ose f r i ends and qui t e a f ew r e-

l a t i v es t hat  I  see o c c as i o nal l y . I  donT t  car e t o see a J apanese 

communi t y out  her e. I  do n ! t  t h i nk t her e wi l l  be one l i  :e i n Denver  

bec ause t he n i s e i  ar e pr et t y wel l  s c at t er ed and t he n i r e i  do n ' t  

have a chance t o gr oup t oget her  so much. I n Denver  t hey had hous-

i ng d i s c r i mi nat i o n and t hat  do es n ' t  ex i s t  so much out  her e so t he 

n i s e i  can s c at t er  out  her e i f  t hey want  t o . I n s p i t e of  t hat  a 

l o t  of  t hen ar e get t i ng t oget her  t hough. 

! I  t h i nk t hat  t he n i s e i  shoul d t r y t o as s o c i at e mor e . i t h 

Cauc as i ans al t ho i t  i s d i f f i c u l t  f o r  many of  us . I t ' s good t o 

s t i c k t oget her  at  t i mes , but  t he n i s e i  shoul d t r y t o get  mor e out -

s i de cont ac t s so t he peopl e woul d under s t and us bet t er . The n i s e i  

ar e Amer i c ans t oo and t hey shoul d l et  t he ot her  peopl e know t hat , 

he ar e go i ng t o l i v e i n t h i s count r y a l l  t he t i me so we shoul d not  

get  o f r  bg our s el v es t oo much. I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  t he n i s ei  woul d 

be v er  happy i f  t hey had t o l i v e onl y wi t h ot her  J apanese co -

p l et e l y and not  be per mi t t ed t o mi x l i k e t hey can do now i f  t hey 

want  t o . I  admi t  t hat  I  have not  done my f u l l  shar e of  t h i s wor k 

but  I  have made a f ew at ne p t s . At  l eas t  1 am not  goi ng i n t he 

o t her  d i r ec t i o n of  a s egr egat ed n i s ei  s o c i et y . 

I  l aven't  had t oo much act i .vi t 3r  out  her e because I  do n ' t  have 

t he l ei s ur e t i me. A l l  I  have been do i ng i s t o go t o shows , spor t s 

ev ent s , and v i s i t i n g f r i ends . I  know one Oauc s i an g i r l  out  her e 

and I  have been v i s i t i n her  qui t e a bi t  l a t e l y , ¿he l i v es wi t h 

a n i s e i  g i r l . We have p r i v at e par t i es once i n a wh i l e . *gy s i s t e r  

and some of  her  f r i ends gi ve par t i es o c c as i o nal l y and I  go t o t hem 
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v/hen 11 Li  i nv i t ed . 1 i e onl y t r o ubl e i s t hat  t hey ar e an o l der  r oup 

so t  at  I  do n ' t  get  t o meet  t he youn er  n i s e i  : i r l s so much t hr u 

t he::. I  hav en ' t  t i me t o go ar ound v i s i t i n g any mor e t han what  I  

have been do i ng so I  do n ' t  mi ss i t  t oo much. I  hav en ' t  r ead har dl y 

any bocks out  her e because I  am us ual l y t oo t i r ed at  n i gh t . I bout  

a l l  t he r eadi ng I  do i s a qui ck gl ance t o t he ne s paper s . I  do 

qui t e a bi t  o f  c o r r es pond! i g ; i t h i v f r i ends i n camp and i n ".he 

ot he: c i t i e s . I  wr i t e - .l ast l y t o n i s e i  now because wy Oauc r s i an 

f r i ends f r om L os - i ge l es ar e i n t he *i rmy now. 

r 'The way I  f ee l  now, I  woul d not  get  mar r i ed f o r  a l ong time-

be cause I  c o u l dn ' t  po s s i b l y sap o t  a wi f e out  her e. I ' m t oo 

young anyway and I  have t o get  l or e s et t l ed wi t h some mor e def i -

n i t e pl ans f o r  a f u t u r e. I  have . .al i en do..n i n some of  iy l ans 

bec ause I  c an ' t  even t h i nk of  r es et t l i ng iy par ent s l i k e I  woul d 

want  t o do . I  t h i nk about  i t  a l o t  but  I  f ee l  e l p l v s s i n t r yi n-

t o do i t  by my s el f . I ' m not  i n a r ut  but  I  have become a l i t  ,l e 

c ons c i ous t hat  I  ma y b e d r i f t i n g a l i t t l e aga i n wi t hout  . .a i t i i ' i t  

t  ,t  way. 1 go out  on dat es once i n a whi l e but  1 an not  too-

anxi ous a b u t  get t i ng hooked because t hese ot her  t hi  ar e on my 

- ind o r e. - bout  a l l  I  do i s see a f ew g i r l s I  . ow a d I  cu n ' t  

aa,:e any at t e pt s t o know a l o t  of  o t her  n i s e i  g i r l s out  her e. 

3 w.i et i  es i t  bo t her s me a l i t t l e b i t  bec ause I  hav en ' t  got  a s t eady 

g i r l  f r i end l i k e I  had bef o r e, but  I  gues s t hat  can wa i t . I  have a 

sor t  o f  a g i r l  f r i end i n camp but  I  have al most  f o r go t t en about  her  

" I  qui t  ay j ob - est er day Mar ch I S , 1°44) because I  am go i ng 

t o Mi nneapo l i s . l T v e been t h i n zi ng about  t hat  f o r  over  a mont h 

now. I ' m go i ng out  t her e t o hel p my s i s t er - i n- l aw out  as my 

br o t her  i s i n t he Ar my. I  guess t h a t ' s onl y an exc us e because I  
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,ant  t o move on. I t ' s not  t hat  I  am unhappy out  her e because I  

have had a pr et t y ood ho l e l i f e and I ' v e been f a i r l y happy s i nce 

I  a r r i v ed . Kaybe i t ' s bec aus e I  got  a l i t t l e m i der l us t  and I  

r eel  a l i t  hi e r es t l es s . I ' d l i k e t o se a new pl ac e once i n a 

wh i l e . I  wo u l dn ' t  have moved i f  t he announcement  about  t he n i s ei  

r ec l as s i f i c a t i o n f o r  t he dr af t  c i c not  come out . I  c an ' t  f i gur e 

on any t hi n-  def i n i t e f or - t he f ut ur e on account  of  t hat  so I  f e l t  

t hat  I  was f r ee t o move ar ound a l i t t l e now t hat  I  wi l l  be def i -

n i t e l y be c al l ed i nt o t he ¿i rmy soon, ¿ no t her  r e ;son i s at  . 'v e 

been get t i ng s i c k t oo much out  her e and I  t h i ne i t  i s because of  

t he c i t y dus t . I  hear d t hat  Mi nneapo l i s I s a l o t  c l eaner . 

"At  f i r s t  I  f i gur ed t hat  t her e wer e bet t er  j ob o ppo r t un i t i es 

but  I ' v e f ound out  s i nc e t hat  i t  i s n ' t  any bet t er  up t her e t han 

do./n her e. However , I ' m l eav i ng on : r i d ay (mar ch 17) anyway. 

Anot  l er  mai n r eas on f o r  my go i ng i s t hat  I ' d l i k e t o be near  l amp 

Savage i n cas« I  c an ' t  get  i nt o t he a i r  c o r ps . I ' o i n t o t r y 

my - est  t o get  i nt o t he a i r  cor ps but  I  hear  t hat  i t  i s c l osed t o 

t he n i s e i  y et . Camp r avage f ch i s bet t er  t han - o i n ; do .n t o Shel by 

an. I  can wor k on t hat  whi l e I ' m up t her e. 

"Ri ght  a f t er  l e r ec l as s i f i c a t i o n or  t he dr af t  ca: :e out  f o r  

t he n i s e i  I  want ed t o go i nt o t he Ar my r i  :ht  away. Now I  am not  so 

anx i o us . I ' 1 s t i l l  go when I  am c al l ed because i t  i s a dut y . I  

r eel  t hat  I  c an' c a l l  my f o l k s out  as i t  wi l l  be t oo t ough on 

t he and I  wo ul dn ' t  be abl e t o suppor t  t hem by mysel f  so t hat  

maybe i t  i s bet t er  f o r  re t o go i nt o t he Ar my, f r om t he l et t er s I  

get , my mot her  i s happy wor k i ng i n t he camp ho s p i t al  and she has 

made a l o t  of  f r i ends . My dad has been o l d and he has been sic- c 

. o r  a l ong t i me and he c o u l dn ' t  wor k out  her e anvway*. I  have t o 
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get  a j ob r e l eas e f r om her e bef or e 1 c ai  wor k i n F i nneapo l i s . I  

hear d f r om my s i s t er - i n- l aw t hat  t he j ob o ppo r t uni t i es f o r  t he 

n i s e i  up t her e wer e not  as good as down her e but  I ' l l  s t i l l  be ab l e 

t o .ake ar ound ~50 or  ¿ 40 a week and t hat  wi l l  be enough f o r  me. 

"Ac t ua l l y what  I ' m do i ng i s k i l l i n g t i me. I  have a f ee l i ng 

t hat  I  wi l l  be dr af t ed soon so I  c an ' t  p l an t oo much on whaat  I  

i l l  do up i n Mi nneapo l i s . I  wi l l  t r y t o get  i nt o a se d- def ens e 

pl ant  i f  I  c an. I t  do es n ' t  mat t er  t oo' much what  k i nd of  wor k I  do 

up t her e because I  do n ' t  t h i nk I ' l l  have a chance t o wor k f o r  t he 

f u t u r e. That  wi l l  have t o . ai t  un t i l  I  get  out  of  t he Arm. or  I  

get  r e j ec t ed . I  do n ' t  car e t oo much t o go t o a s egr egat ed uni t  

t hough. I  hear d a l o t  of  r umor s t hat  Shel by ws n ' t  any ood. I  

wo u l dn ' t  want  t o do my r̂ my t r a i n i ng bel ow t he F a son Di xo n l i ne be-

cause t hey have s t r ong at t i t udes agai ns t  t he F egr oes a l r eady . I ' d 

much r at her  go i nt o a Cauc as i an o ut f i t  but  I  guess i t ' s not  goi ng 

t o be t hat  way. 

"As i t  i s , I  hope t hat  - the war  wi l l  end qu i c k l y . F : t ur a l l y I  

want  ¡er i ca t o wi n as t he consequences woul d be har d f or  t he n i s e i  

and f o r  t he whol e count r y i f  we l o s t . I  j us t  do n ' t  car e f o r  J apan 

and t hose w io sympat hi ze f o r  her . I  do n ' t  l i k e t he mi l i t a r i s t i c 

f or m of  gover n tent  t hat  t hey have. Ther e i s n . f ut ur e f o r  t he 

n i s e i  over  t her e so t hey mi ght  as we l l  qui t  dr eami ng about  i t . I  

mow because my s i s t er  and ot her  f r i ends who have been t her e t o l d 

me i  at  t he peopl e of  J apan l ook down on t he n i s ei  over  t her e and 

t i e " ar e v er y s us p i c i o us . Fy s i s t e � s ai d t hey even d r i l l ed t hem 

ar ound and a l l  of  t he n i s e i  over  t her e wer e i nt er ned when t he war  

br oke out . I  t hi nk t he n i s e i  chances ar e much bet t er  r i ght  her e 

r egar dl es s of  what  happened. - hen I  was y ounger , 1 w nt ea t o go 



- 65-  . 

t o J apan t o v i s i t  r e l a t i v es but  now I  do n ' t  even car e t o do t hat . 

I  never  saw t he i  anyway so I  do n ' t  f ee l  c l o s e t o t hen. 

f I  do n ' t  know much about  p o l i t i c s ut  I  t h i n' : t hat  democr acy 

i s t he bes t . Somet i mes I  have my doubt s t hough and I  do n ' t  know 

i f  we have i t  now. X do n ' t  even know f or  sur e i f  we wi l l  have mor e 

democr acy when we wi n t he war , but  t h i s i s t he onl y way of  l i v i ng 

I  know and I  am wi l l i n g .t o t ake t he c ho i c e and f i ght  f o r  i t  i n t he 

hope t hat  t her e wi l l  be a bet t er  democr acy f o r  a l l o f  us af t er war ds . 

"J ftr  r̂ net i can c i t i z ens h i p means a gr eat  dea l  t o me and I  woul d 

never  g i v e i t  up. I ' m gl ad t hat  I ' m an Amer i can and I  do n ' t  go 

ar ound apo l o g i z i ng f o r  t hat  at  a l l . I ' m abl e t o nave a l l  t he r i ght s 

and do a l o t  of  t h i ngs I  want  even t hough t he ev ac uat i on nay have 

been a mi s t ak e. Onl y a democ r acy woul d be wi l l i n g t g ad l i t  t he 

mi s t ake and t r y t o c o r r ec t  i t  l i k e t he gover nment  i s t r y i  tg t o do 

now. Somet i mes I  r ead i n t he paper s t hat  t hey ar e go i ng t o t r y and 

t ake our  c i t i z ens h i p away , but  I  t h i nk t hat  t hey ar e c r a ^. The 

Hear s t  paper s do t h i s t he most  and t hey ar e t r y i ng t o bl ame t he 

whol e war  on t he n i s e i  even y et . I  do n ' t  know why t hey ant  t o 

pi c k on. a smal l  gr oup f o r ; I  guess t hey ar e j us t  t r y i ng t o scar e 

t i e peopl e and r a i s e t hei r  c i r c u l at i o n at  t he same t i me. T i e onl y 

�eason why ID l ook at  t he r s t  paper s i s t hat  t hey have ood 

f unn i es . 

'Ther e ar e a l o t  of  t h i ngs t hat  I  want  t o ac hi eve yet  i n or der  

t o make my way of  l i v i ng bet t er . I  do n ' t  know ho./ much pr ogr es s I  

am maki ng now, but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  am i n a r ut . I t ' s pr et t y 

har d t o .dec i de any t hi ng because t hi ngs ar e so unc er t ai n t hes e days . 

I ' d l i k e t o go back and v i s i t  Los - ngel es a f t e r  t he war , but  i f  1 

f i nd a bet t er  p l ac e t o e s t a b l i s h mysel f  out  t h i s way , I ' d j us t  as 
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soon s t ay ar o nd. I  haven* t  any t h i n s pec i a l  t o go bac �: t o Cal i -

f o r n i a f o r  anyway . I  h av en ' t  any t h i n s pec i a l  t o ; t a r  i n Chi c ago 

r  any o t her  p i  ce yet  as t hat  wi l l  t ak e t i me. A f t e r  I  know exac t l y 

what  i s ¿oi  i g t o happen i n t he d r a f t , - then I  . / i l l  be abl e t o make 

t hs dec i s i o n f o r  my s e l f . I  may even go on t o ohool  i n t hat  ev ent . 

I ' d l i k e t o et  my par ent s s et t l ed out  her e out  I  do n ' t  know how I  

can go about  t hat  wi t  t h i ngs so u n c er t a i n . I  wo u l dn ' t  want  t o 

l eav e t hem s t r anded. I  i l l  s t i l l  be r es po ns i b l e f o r  t hen a f t e r  t he 

war . I f  I  f i n d t hat  t hey want  t o go back t o J apan f o r  t h e i r  o l d 

age, I  wo u l dn ' t  t r y t o s t op hem. I  t h i nk t hat  my f o l k s woul d wai t  

t o go back once mor e and see t h e i r  r e l a t i v es bef o r e t hey d i e . A l l  

t he o l d f o l k s have t hat  i dea but  v er y f ew o f  t he car r y i t  o ut . 

"When I  l e f t  camp, I  t hought  t hat  I  woul d be f a i r l y e l l  

st  r t ed on my r es et t l ement  i n s i x mont hs o r  s o , but  i t  h as n ' t  t ur ned 

out  t hat  way at  a l l . I ' v e s h i f t ed ar ound t o s ev er al  j obs and I  

l aven't  made enough s o c i a l  ad j us t ment s . I y s i s t e r  see is t o be do i ng 

i t  a l o t  bet t er . Nat u r a l l y I  c an ' t  go ahead r i ght  nor  bec aus e 

ev er y t h i ng wi l l  depend on t he dr af t  and t h i ngs i l l  change wi t h 

t r i e . I  t h i nk t hat  I ' l l  c ont i nue t o change my pl ans her e and t her e 

as I  get  mor e exper i enc ed. I t ' s t oo har d t o dec i de any t h i ng . o r  

sur e v/ne 1 i h i n s ar e i nset  l ed . '- hat  i s t he ay i t  i s f o r  l ost  of  

t he n i s e i  out  her e, ¿ome of  t hem ar e al most  goi ng c r aoy bec aus e 

t he � wo r r y t oo much. I ' l l  j us t  make t he best  oi  i t  and hope f o r  

t he bes t . ' 



Add t o CH- 33 
(COPY) 

May 4, 1944 

Dear  Emi , 

J us t  r ec ei ved your  l e t t e r  t oday so I  dec i ded t o bor e you wi t h some 

l ore "ho o ey ". Wel l , t o s t ar t  wi t h I ' m pr et t y d i s gus t ed at  t h i s 

pl ac e J  Her e i t  i s May and we'v e been havi ng; r a i n , s l eet , wi nd 

s t or ms , and even snov. J I  Y es t er day t he t emper at ur e was down t o 50 

degr ees . How's t  e l eat her  man been t r eat i ng you up i n Chi cago? 

A l i c e i s s t i l l  out  wi t h her  c o l d. I  even had t o c at c h one.' 

Mar k i s s t i l l  heat  up wi t h h i s col d t oo . I  gues s i t ' s j us t  i n 

t he £3atow c l an J  

I  j us t  f ound out  y es t er day , I  passed my l anguage t es t  & now i f  I  

pass my phy s i c al  I ' l l  pr obabl y be t aken somet i me t h i s mont h. I  

onl y hope I  have a chance t o go t o Chi c ago bef o r e I  am i nduc t ed. 

I  gues s t hey ' r e pr et t y har dup v/hen t hey s t ar t  t ak i ng guys l i k e me. 

Ri ght  now I ' m poundi ng; my "b r a i ns " out  (what  l i t t l e I  hav e. No 

c r ac k s no wi J ) t r y i ng t o di g up some bo r i ng news f o r  y ou. Ther e 

r ea l l y i s n ' t  any t h i ng do i n out  her e. On weekends a l l  1 o i s go 

t o a movi e (none o f  t hem have s t age shows ei t her  J ) or  t o he r eg. 

Sat . n i t e "j uk e box danc e". I t s r eal l y sad t oo . Gosh, I  c an ' t  

even f i nd a dat e cause most  o f  t he "bo o c h i es " wor k i n homes or  ar e 

t oo "s t uc k - up". The ones t hat  go t o t he dance er e e i t her  mar r i ed, 

t ake i , o r  sad I 1 T h er e ' s a l o t  of  Cauc as i an dames ar ound but  t he 

ones t hat  o o ur  ar e p l a i n "mai n S t . " p i c k ups and I  wo ul dn ' t  spend 

a cent  on any ! Wel l  I  gues I ' v e sai d about  "n u f " now so u n t i l  

J ohnny Masak i  

P . S . T e l l  Bet t e i s she woul d have i ven me as much at t ent i o n as 

Ot t o I  mi ght  have dr opped her  a l i ne J  



una r l e s « c h i  
I ns er t  

Di ar y- J u l y 18, 1944 

May 18, 1944 

Dear  Emi , 

Her e I  am aga i n t o bor e you wi t h some mor e sad news f r om 
"s unny Mi n n eap o l i s ". Gues s what , a l l  o f  a s udden t he weat her  
t ur ned and we ' v e r ea l l y had a f ew sunny day s , -̂ i ght  now i t ' s 
not  t oo bad but  t he wi nd i s k i nda b l o wi ng a l i t t l e J  L as t  
week- end i t  was so beau t i f u l  out  i ns t ead of  goi  l g t o s l eep 
a f t e r  comi ng home f r om wor k my r oom- mat e and I  went  s i ght - s eei ng 
out  t o L ak e i i n i do k a. I t ' s about  ¿ 0 mi l es f r om Mi nneap o l i s , 
and i t T s r ea l l y a beau t i f u l  p l ac e . They have a s mal l  amusement  
par k out  t her e but  t o our  d i s appo i nt ment  i t  was c l o s ed . Sl o wl y 
but  s u r e l y I ' m l ea r n i n g t he d i f f e r e n t  po i n t s of  i n t er es t  o f  
Mi nneap o l i s . 

i ,s f o r  my i n du c t i o n , h av en ' t  hear d any t h i ng as y et  f r om 
t hem. S t i l l  ex p ec t ! i g i t  any day now, T an i o F . and s ev er a l  
o t her  boy s ar e i n a l r eady and wi l l  be i n l av age by t he 25t h . 
Go s h , I  o n l y hope I  have enuf  t i me at  l eas t  t o v i s i t  Chi  once 
mor e. Hear d Tosh i s k i nda on t he down and o ut . 

I n c i d en t a l l y , I  was o v er  t o ¿ ¿ l i c e's l a s t  Sunday and- Yur i  
and Hay Os hi ma, and Tami o wer e a l s o t her e. 7e h d qu i t e an 
en j o y ab l e af t er no o n and one o f  A l i c e ' s d e l i c i o u s d i n n er s . May , 
who i s i n t he cadet  n u r s e ' s cor ps was t e l l i n g us a l l  about  i t . 
I s n ' t  t hat  what  y o u ' r e t r y i ng t o ge t  i n t o ? She s.- ys t hey ar e 
p r et t y s t r i c t  out  her e c aus e t hey a r e n ' t  al l owed t o be out  
a f t e r  10 : 00 p .m. She seems t o enj oy h e r  wor k t ho . I  s ur e hope 
you do make t he g r ade . The o n l y t h i ng she says i s t hey c a n ' t  
get  mar r i ed t i l  t h e i r  s en i o r  y ear  wh i c h i s t he t h i r d y ea r . 
Do n ' t  wor r y t ho , y ou wo n ' t  be an o l d mai d y e t : 

. e l l , I ' m c ut t i ng t h i s one shor t  now. 

A l way s , 

J ac k 



Add to CK- 33 

J ul y 15, 1944 

Dear  Emi , 

I ' l l  be l eni ent  wi t h you t h i s t i me but  p l eas e do n ' t  l et  i t  
happen a g a i n ! T a l k i ng about  s l eep , her e we onl y get  an aver age 
o f  5 hour s per  n i gh t . L i k e l as t  week a f t e r  a 5- hour  h i k e i n 
t he mor ni ng I  was put  on guar d dut y and onl y got  about  2 t o 2 1/ 2 
hour s s l eep . My s h i f t  was f r om 10:30- 12:50 p .m. and agai n f r om 
3:50- 4130 a . m. W© had t o t r y and c at oh a wi nk bet ween t hose 
hour s . Rev ei l l e was 5 : 00 a .m. ¿o t hat  goes t o sho?/ you how we 
have t o t ak e a beat i ng.» On guar d we hove t o wal k ar ound t he 
company ar ea and al l owed t o s peak t o no o ne; I t  r eal l y becomes 
l onel y at  t hose hour s t oo l  Then t he next  ni ght  we o on 
anot her  ni ght  pr obl em whi c h l as t ed t i l  11: 00 p .m. Las t  ni ght  
t oo , we wer e on a hi k e up a s t eep mount ai n u n t i l  11: 00 p .m. 
So you can see how our  t i me i s l i mi t ed and pr ec i ous.» Toni ght  
i s our  n i ght  o f f  so i ns t ead o f  goi ng out  wi t h t he boys I  de-
c i ded t o c at c h u p * on my c o r r es pondenc e: We di d hove a dance 
at  t he f i e l d house and J ohnny L ong and h i s o r c hes t r a was t her e. 
The mus i c was r ea l l y good but  about  5 G. I . J oes t o ever y gal .» 
Even t omor r ow, whi c h i s supposed t o be ouo day o f f  I »v e got  I  

l oads of  c l o t hes t o v/ash»-  J ?,'hf  ( P l ear e exc us e my i >r ei ch) 
Oh, oh, t he l i gh t s ar e go i ng out  so 1»11 have t o c l o s e un t i l  
t omor r ow. F a l s e al ar mJ  T hey ' r e l e t t i n g us l eave t hem on a 
l i t t l e l o nger  t oni ght . 

I »m r ea l l y gl ad t o hear  you ar e abl e to go t o summer  school  
t hough and hope you make good when you s t ar t  nur s i n« s c ho o l . 
Who knows , maybe y o u»l l  save my wor t hl es s l i f e one o f  t hes e day s . 

I  hav en ' t  p i c k ed up t he f u l l  accent  y e t , but  I »m sur e get t i ng 
t o l ook l i k e a t y p i c al  dar l c i e. I ' l l  r ea l l y f ee l  at  home ar ound 
47t h S t . J J  ^e l l , we'v e compl et ed 5 weeks now and have about  3 
mor e t o go i  X!e shoul d be out  o f  her e by about  t he 10t h o f  Aug-
us t . x h er e ' s r umor s t bat  we mi ght  get  a f ur l ough at  t he end o f  
t h i s bas i c . I ' m sur e hopi ng f o r  i t . ' t̂  l eas t  a f ew day s t opover  
i n Ch i c ago : I f  I  got  a l ong enough one I  was p l anni ng on t r y i ng 
t o v i s i t  campi . Keepi ng my f i nger s c r ossed anyhoi  . 

Uosh, sur e wi s hed I  coul d have been t her e t o see H . J . J us t  
hear d Chas . k p i v ak f r om Eo t el  ĥer man. Sur e hope bot h of  you ar e 
abl e t o v i s i t  Mi nneapo l i s , l i ven t ho onl y a shor t  t i me 1 know 
A l i c e and Mar k wi l l  be gl ad t o see y o u. Wel l , I ' d bet t er  c at c h 
up on my beaut y s l eep ; Be good now & my r egar ds t o a l l . My l ove 
t o Mar i  t oo , 

Al way s , 
J ack 

P . S . - 'l ease wr i t e as soon as you f i nd t i me. 



Add to GH- 33 

J ul y 24, 1944 

Dear Emi , 

You shoul d be mi ghty t hanksf ul  cause you'r e the onl y person 
I 'm wr i t i ng i n. I n f act I 'm so aog- t i r ed t oni ght I don't know 
ho?; I 'm get t i ng up enough st r engt h to wr i t e. We j ust had i  
r eal l y toufl fr  day of X.~\  |  J  I m an tough tool  A new mess ser -
geant j ust oame i n and he's an ol d t i mer of 15 year s ser vi ce so 
he's pf-  al l y st r i ct J  - e used to be abl e to get at l east a coupl e 
of ' our© of f r ee t i me dur i ng the day when we wer e on K. P. b f or e 
but today we were l ucky to get enough t i me to smoke a c i gar et . 
Tomorrow I have to be a tabl e wai t er tool  i t ' s al most as bad as 
a Oh wel l  we onl y have about a week and a hal f l ore of 
t hi s t or t ur e! (Thank heaven:) V,e'r e s ur os ed to be out of t hi s 
h hol e around the 10t h of Augu. t . I 'm st i l l  k eepi ng my f i n-
ger s cr ossed for that (f ur l ough?) t o come. o keep hopi ng for me.' 

Cay, do you mean to say I don't l ook any bet t er than any 
sol di e - ? (Kmpht  hat an i nsul t 1) 

Do you Know how f ar B . J . ' s neck of t he woods i s from here I 
was v i s i t i  tg i n a town not f ar from ho re tho but I di dn' t 

know bout i t t i l  a week l at er . I 'm gl ad to hear t hat Bet t e i s 
wor di ng and doi ng ood. Do 't  wor j  about your sel f t ho. You' l l  
pr obabl y hook some pl ay boy. 

I J ust r ecei ved a l et t er from ot t o and he tol d me al l  about 
the ¿.rag on ut he di dn't t el l  me about t he gi rl  & I  heard 
some yogor es messed up and made i t ki n da tough on the mess t her e. 
X j urt r ecei ved a l et t er from Mark too and he sfcid he was goi ng 
to be t r ansf er r ed to t he K.p. det ai l  mi  f%9 ûet er , Mi ch. soon. 
Gosh I r eal l y f eel  sor r y f or Al i c e, Maybe i t ' l l  bo bet t er f or 
hi m t ho. Anyhow I hope evei yt hi ng tur ns out al r i  ht . Cause the 

. . ' come b, o : t o the st at es every so of t en. 

Vei l , si n e I have t o get up br i ght and ear l y tomorrow I ' d 
et t er turn i n. Besi des I r eal l y need my sl eep. Tb ibr WCCUS, 

M X Tomorrow ni ght we ha e to go out on a ni ght pr obl em from 
8: 00 p.m. t i l  about 3:: 0 or 4;00 a.m. Pr ob l y a Ion hi ke tool  
' el l , pl ees© gi ve my beet r egar ds to al l  and my l ove to Bet t e. 

Al ways, 

J ack 

� I l ope you can make out my messi ng sora ohi ngl  


