Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943. DST,.

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview T A Interviewer
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1. Name ke 1 2, Sex, M § 3. Married stat.M&D W O
4, Present address 11 _Tnd s 4 -
5. Later addresses D%te
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6. Birthplace ¥ 7. Birthdate Ty o
8, Alien or eltizen ] 9. Nisel, Xibel or lssel T
10, Addresses between Dec. 1, 1941 and evacuation

(8] . Jos v
(o)
(c)
(d)
(e)
11. Assembly Center

12. Relocation Center

13, Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present
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15. Persons 1living in household on evac. day Relationship to Re-

(If same as 14, enter symbol,e.g.l4(a).) settler
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SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2.

' Occupa-
15. continued Grade compl. |Educ.in|tion DecfRelig.
Age | Sex Birthplace |Amer.sachool Japan |1, 1941 |Affil,

.

If immediate family (parents, siblings, children or spouse)

were not included in household group in 15, because of differ-
ent residence or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)
Relationship |Resldence Age
to resettler |(if deceased |(if dec. Sex | Mar,

write "dec." lage at death Stat.

continued =

Grade compl. Occupation
Birthplace |Amer.school Dec.1,1941
(for dec.last
occupation)

7., What members of household and immediate famlly evacuated to-
gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols used
in 16 and 186).

18, Composition of household 1n Assembly Center or Free Zone (Give
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, give sex, age, relationship)
. Upon arrival:




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 3.

. 18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

19, Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, give sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

Just before leaving Project:

20. Composition of household in Chicago at date of interview:
(Give symbols; 1f others, glve details)

Relationship |Residence Age
Name to rescttler |(if deccased|(if dec.
write "dec,"|age at death

20. continued -
Occupation
Dec,.1l, 1941
Grade completed (for dec.last
Birthplace American school occupation) Religion

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e) A
(f) .
21. Changes in composition of Household in Chicago: Note departures
by symbol and dates. Give details for new houscholds or entries:
Relation-  Residence Age
ship to (1f decoased|(if dec. Mar,
Date | Name resettler |write "dee."|age at death)| Sex |Stat.




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 4.

21, continued =~

Reclation-
ship to
Date Name resettler

Residence
(if dececase
write "dec.

Age

d |(if dec.,

" lage at

death)

continued -

Grade compl.,
Birthplace Amer.school

Occupation
Dec. 1,1921

(for dec.last

occupation) Religion
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22, Educational history of recsettler

Elementary schools (name and location)

Grade complected

Grammar schools (name and

location)

Grade completed

5 i

High schools (name end loc

ation)

Grade completed

v £3

Colleges, universities and vocational

schools (name and locati

on)

Grade
completed

e

1

-

Attendance at Japanese lan
school, location

guage

L L d
- -
'




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page S5.

22, Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of
uncmployment by entering dates continuously and writing
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Asscmbly Center and Relocation Project and continue

with employment since resettling.
Reason

Dates Av, moLfor ter-
From To ﬁa@ure qf job |Type of industry| Location|wages [mination

23, Roliglous conncctions (begin with first, include asscmbly
center and Relocation project and status after resettlement)
Dates Attended what church |Wherc attcnded|{What Sunday sch.

- 24, Political activitiles
Dates Voted in what clections For what party




CH 26. Sakae Hirooka WRA Form 26 104,972

2. Manzanar 5/16/42
3. Manzanar 5/16/42
4. 8121 East Third Street, Los Angeles, Callf.
223 So., Hewitt Street, Los Angeles, Calif. (tempy.)
5. Hirooke., Shinichl Japan
Kotani, Hatsuyo Japan
ba, ---
7. Grammar school, Breed St., Los Angeles, Calif. 9/27 to 6/33
Junior high, Hollenbeck, Los Angeles 9/33 to 6/36
High school, Roosevelt, Los Angeles 9/36 to 6/39
College, Los Angeles City College 1/40 to 1/42
v.C.1L.A. 1/59 to 1/40
Modern School of Fashion, L.A., 1937 to 1940 Graduate
7a. Major: Shorthand (College)
Degree: Assoclate of Arts (College)
8. Kuba Machi, Saiki gun, Hiroshima, Japan, 7/21 to 12/21
19, 60 106 1lbs,
13. No major defects
18. Single
19. Daughter
80. T/9/21
23, Yes
24, College 2
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Bookkeeper
27a., Seamstress
28/ 1939 to 1942 Bookkeeper, Father's helper. Retail Produce Mkt. L.A,.
10/41 to 11/41 Typist Steamship Ticket office, L.A.
4/40 to 5/40 Sales girl Individual florist shop, Glendale
29. Skills: Sewing, typing, adding-machine operator
Shorthand, mlmeograph, comptometer, and dictaphone operator
Hobbies: Sports, dancing, sewing, musie. O.P, Secretary
30, Protestant (Presbyterianj

Sakae's mother, Hatsuyo Hirooka

2. same
5. same
4, same
5. Kotani, Seijiro, Japan

Sebato, Tome Japan
Sa, ---
7. Grammar school, Hatsukaichi-koto, Japan

Breed St. School--English class (Los Angeles) 3/40 to 6/40
78.--=
8. Kuba machi, Saiki gun, Hiroshima, Jap. 1/S1 to 8/13

1 n " " 12/20 to 12/21

32. 89115 1ba.
13. Eyesight corrected by glasses
18, Married
19. Head
20. 1/13/91
23. No
24. Elementary 8
25. Speaks English




27. Maid-hotel
27a. Seamstress
28. 1913-Date Housewife
1926 to 1929 Helper of husband Independent Hotel, L.A.
Caretaker of rooms
1921 to 1925 Helper of husband Frult and Veg. Store, L.A.
in frult and veg.
store
29. Skills: Sewing
Hobbles: Crocheting, sewing, theatre (plays and motion pictures)
30. Protestant (Presbyterian)

Sakase's sister, Litz Ritsuko Hirooka

2. same
S, same
4, same
5. Hirooka, Shinichl Japan
Kotanl, Hatsuyo Japan
o8,.--=
7. Grammar school, Amelia St., Los Angeles, Calif. 2/21 to 2/29
High school, Abraham Lincoln, L.A. 2/29 to 6/33
College, Hiroshima South Methodist Coll. for Women 3/34 to 3/37
Ma jor-drafting (Trade School)
Pacific Sewing School, L.A., 9/37/to 8/38
Frank Wiggins Trade School, L.A., 9/41 to 12/41
7a. Major: English-Japanese translation (College)
Major: Bookkeeping (High)
Major: Dressmaking (Sewing school)
8a. Hiroshima, Japan 12/20 to 12/21
3 N B/85 to B/
12. 60% 102 1bs.
13. No major defects
18. Single
19. Daughter
20. 10/25/14
23. No
24, Coll. 3 (Japan)
27 . Bookkeeper
2'7& g
28. 1/42 to 3/42 Interpreter-translater U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service, L.A.
4/40 to 12/41 Gen. Secy. (Reception- Steamship ticket office, L.A.
ist, typist, bookkeeper)
6/37 to 4/40 Bookkeeper Retail fruilt and vegetable
super-market, L.A.
29. Skills: Sewing and needlework
Hobbies: Crocheting, knitting, embroidering, reading, music
30. Protestant (Presbyterian)




Sakae's sister, Yuriye Hirooka

2. same
3. same
4. same
5. same
5a.---
7. Grammar school, Breed St., Los Angeles, Calif. 9/38 to 6/34
Junior High, Hollenbeck, L.A., 9/34 to 6/37
High school, Roosevelt, L.A., 9/37 to 6/40
College, Univ. of Calif., Berkeley, 9/40 to 6/41
University of Southern Calif. 9/41 to 4/42
7a. Recelved Honorable Mention--High
Major: Pharmacy
Extra-curricular activ. Pharmaceutical Soclety
Honors: Life Membership C.S.F. Valedictorian, high
8. None
12. 63 113 1lbs,
15, Eyesight corrected by glasses
18. Single
18. Daughter
20. 3/28/23
23. Yes
24, College 2
25. Speaks Japanese and French
27. Teechnical
27a. Pharmacist
28. None -- Student
29. Skills: Needlework, pilano
Hobbles: Needlework, reading, music
30, Protestant (Presbyterian)

Sakae's brother, Julchlro George Hirooka

same
same
same
same
. Grammar school, Breed St., Los Angeles, Calif., 9/31 to 6/37
Junior high, Hollenbeck, L.A., 3/37 to 6/40
High school, Roosevelt, L.A., 9/40 to 4/42
7a. Major--Academic
Member of Honor Society
8. None
12, 63 117 1bs,
13. No major defects
18. Single
19. Son
20. 3/10/25
23. Yes
24, High 3
25. Speaks Japanese
27, === 278. ---
28. Student
Skills: None Hobbiles: Sports, swimming, musiec
Protestant (Presbyterian)




Evacuation & Resettlement Study

Charles Kikuchi CH-86 Shizuko Hattori (pseud,)
Chicago, Illinois

Teb., 21, 1944

Shizuko Hattori, 22, Japan~born,
has been in Chicago since May, 1945,
Shizuko appears to be a well adjusted
young girl. She has made definite
progress in her adjustment process.
In spite of that, the interviews
brought out rather clearly that the
same. general problems which face the
other resettlers also worry her., ©&he
has attempted to escape from these
things by leading an intense social
life without complete success. It is
possible that Shizuko will be cne of
the few resettlers to make suitable
ad justments to the life out here with
a minimum of effort because of her
exceptional personality. <The inter-
views were conducted from Jan., 25 to
Feb. 17, 1944 although causal contacts
hed been made with Shizuko since
November, 1943,




Shizuko Hattori is a Japan-born siﬁgle girl, age 22, who was

brought to this country when she was only a few months old. She
was born on July 7, 1921, and she has lived most of her life 1n
Los Angeles, California. ©Shizuko is the second oldest of a family
of four children. Her father, Shinichi, is 58 years old, and he
received a high school education in Japan. He was operating his

market prior to the war. The mother, Hatsuko, is 52, and
she received an elementary education in Japan and was & housewife
prior to the war. The parents do not have any religious affilia-
Yion.

The oldest daughter, Ritsuko, 28, was born in the United
States, 1 after graduastion from high school she went to Japan %o
receive a college education in one of the Christian ee::e mission-
ary school there. For a short time before the war she was em-

4

ployed as an interpreter for the F.B.I. Shizuko was bern in Japa
during the time her mother was on a visit there and she is the
only eme child in the family who does not have American citizen~
ship., Her college education was interrrupted due to the evacua-
Q'G}-'G‘ELF,.‘-—-‘
tion while she wes a junior at the—lUnifersity—of—otifornie—in
Los Angeles. Her younger sister, 20, was also a college student
at the time of evacuation. George, the youngest child, 18, 1is &
recent graduate of high school and he is now atiending coll=pe,
Shizuko's educational history is as follows: Breed ele
Breed elementary school, Los &angeles, 1927-33, sixth grade
canpleted.
Hollenbeck junior high, Los 4#ngeles, 1933-36, ninth grade
completed.

Roosevelt high, Los 4ngeles, 19%6-392, twelfth grade completed.

CoeL.A., 1939-40, 13th grade completed.




L.A. City College, 1940-42, l4th year comple ted

Shizuko also attended the Rafu Dai-ichi Gakuen (Japanese
languacze school) from 1927-%9 and she graduated from the Japanese
high school with honors. Shizuko has had limited work experience.

Prior to the war she helped her father keep books in his store.

The family wes evacuated to Manzeanar, ¥a-Ha® except for the father

who was interned in Msrch, 1942. He was returned to the family in
July, 194Z. The oldest daughter, Ritsuko, was the first to leave
the family in April, 1943, to go out and get married. At the
present time she is in Minneapolis and expecting a child. Snizuko
worked in the census office in llazmmar as a secrelary from May
until August, 1942, She then worked as a secretary in the adult
education department until April, 1943, wh she relocated. ©Since
1av Shizuko has been employed as a secretary for the George
Williaems college in Chicago.
month plus occasional meals. he lives in the college

pays $18.50 a month rent.

Shizuko is about 5 feet 2 incl in height, a little plump,
extr-mely attractive. She has a very p easing personality and
is quite sggressive in mannerisms, = has made many friends
to her connection at the college and at the dormitory in which
is living. Many of her social activities are in connection

with these groups. At the same time Shizuko leads an extreme life
of sociasl asctivities among the nisei. For a while she was going
out on dates seven nights a week, At present she has cut it down
to the week-ends altho she goes go out with her girl friends at
the college dormitory during the week, Recently she received a
proposal but she is not sure of her own mind yet and she

is having too much fun to give




present time,
She appears to be Talrly well integrated into the life she is

=

o altho in moments of seriocus thinki: rankly admits
tisified with her present life. ©Ohe has conflict-
ing attitudes about the war. She strongly desires that it will end
in a stalemate since she has definite sympathies toward the Japan-
ese people. 4 large part of this is due to the faect that shes does
not have Americen citizenship. This is not a serious issue with
her according to her story and she feels that she is more Ameri-
canized than most nisei. In many respects this is true, since she
too conseious of the pokitical problems of this country.
her energy is spent in fulfilling her round of social act-
However, she does desire to have american citizenship so
status would be clear. She fekls that she is loyal tc
this country as she certainly would not want america to be beaten
in the present war.
A more complete picture of her life will be obtained
own life story as follwws{ The story was obtained through
interviews during the past two and a half months, It has
difficult to schedule definite hours for interviews becan
conflicting social activities, ):

r—————

"Like many of the Japanese immigranu% my dad first left Japan

for Hawaii in ordier to make some money. He was only 16 years old

at that time. After working for a few years among the gangliin the iy
-

sugar plantation, he decided to-come on to the United :tatei;] A

lot of Japanese were coming on to California as they had heard of

rumors of the greater wealth they could make there, [EW‘dad did

T

not intend to stay permanently but the years passed on. He has

A Q€ N~
o - A8
been_yemr about 40 yearé]but he never intended to return althdthe

-




returned for business reasons,

[EAS far as I can remember, my dad haslalways been fairly
broad minded in rearing his family. Of course, he has old Japan-
ese ideas toq:]fiost of the issei have them and we didn't think too
much about them because it was an sccepted part of our lives.
"were all young and we didn‘t Know any different.Lh;“esa old people
coming over from Japan could not change over entirely to American
ways because they did have a lot of Japanese culture in them.
It wasn‘tlall bad like you hear nowadays. People only pick out
the worst parts of it and they think that the whole Japsnese cul-
ture is that wayi] I don't think we ever discussed political
matters in our fénily because those things weee not important to
us. Most peopke were interested in making a living only. MMy dad
does not hold a grudge for being interned because he accepted it

natural thing. He knew he didn't do anything bad and that

was proved when he was released a year later, I think a lot of

Jepanese interned are innocent but because of the war situation

neople were over-suspicious of them, These old people have lived

ir- 1

in this country for many years and they did take on a lot ol the

idmerican ways during their residence hereLCjkNen my mother has been

here for over 30 years., I think that she is more Japanese and
donventional than my father. I suppose that was because she only
bad contacts in the Japanese community during all the time that
she lived here.

"My dad owned a store and he had to associate a lot with
Americans. In this way he became quite broad-minded in a lot ol
thinking. He came over here when he was pretty young so that he

did not have too many of the old ideas stuck in his nead. His

parents died when he was quite young so he did not have much ef a

’




reason for remaining in Japan. He was rather adventuréous and he
wanted toc see a little bit of the world. xaybe‘part of the reason
was that he didn't want to serve in the Japanese Army. He men-
tioned 1% to us at one time, The longer he &tayed in this country,
the less sure became about wheth-r he wanted to go baseck. He found
that the standards of living were much better in this country. A%

the same time he does have some property in Japan that he has in-

herited.:lfaybe he is thinking of going back there in his old

5=

to die but I wouldn't know for sure. I think that all of the
Japanese who have come over here did have the intention of going
back but they changed their minds after they had settled down and
started a family. By that time it was almost impossible for them
to go back and many of them didn't have enough money saved up.

They had come over here with the idea of making a lot of money and

they didn't want to go back poor,

L:My dad did all sorts of work during the time he was here.
He never spoke too much of it so that I doé not know the details.
I know that he did work on a farm as a laborer for quite a while,
At one time he had a hotel and all of the people coming from Japan
used to stay there. <Then he moved to Santa Ana for a while but I
don't know what kind of work he did there. W"e have lived in Los
angeles all our lives and I only remember my father as pperating
retail market.

"I was born in Japan in 1921 because my mother went there to
visit my grand-dad who was 1ll. ©She wanted to see him for the
last time. This was unfortunate for me because I did not get
american citizenship and I don't know if I'll ever be able to get
it now. I've often wondered if I cean become a citizen by Marry-

ing a nisei but nobody knows for sure whether this is possible.




I really am not an lssei at all because my mother brought me back
to California when I was only 4 months old and I have never been
back there ever since. If my parents knew that it would have
ecaused me sueh difficulty I anm sure {hej would have seen to it
: -
that I was born in good old Los nngeleshj +this was before the im-
migration restrictiogg came in and the public attitude toward us
changed after that.l I never realized the importance the place of
my bipth until T got a 1ot elder.. Ee of the faet that I was
‘ ' \ . wa‘
born in Japan, it has done certain things to me, althO Where is no

=

guestion that my loyalty is witth nngrica. However, I would like
to see what Japan is like just out of curiosity, but I certainly
would not want to ever live there permanently. I would be too
different from the other people and they would laugh at me for
having the same ways of acting as they do. [y environment has
completely smerican and I would be a big misfit over in Japan,
"I've“had a very happy childhood and 1 never did have any

CQQflictQ:JZQy perents were always nice to me and they were not

~ mean or anything like that., A lot of the Japanese parents are

.J' I

mean to their children by but my folks weren't like that at all,

y dad wes always full of fun and he enjoyed life. He was optd-

- —

mistic about the future and I think that he made a fair success
|\
out of himself althé"‘he may not have reached all of his ambitions

that he had.( He believed in a lot of the Japanese ways, but he
——

tried to overcome most of it the longer he stayed in this country.

He was able to do this because of his contacts with the hakujin

.
in his business relations.Lh;veq tho/he has been here over 40
years, dad does not speak very good “nglish., It is a broken Eng-
\

A
lish like most of the issei althdVI would say that he has a much

better vocabulary than they huvelj His ideas are much more liberal

e




»

S

g
too because of his Caucasian associations. Lﬁy father was always

a pretiy smart business man so that nothing was pulled over his

eyes. That's why he became quite successful.\

——

'In spite of these good characteristics, dad was

righteous soul and for the longest time nobody dared to

ok s gy g 9 ) : .
anything that he Sald.tl%%ﬂi?lt that he had to bring up

ren properly so that he was quite strict on certain thing
I was in junior high school, my parents would not let me
Tellows like so many of the oth:r girks at school did.

lost his temper but he would trv to

discipline in a very ealm way. S_ﬁ;

was when I was a small girl.
!'I've had most of my conflicts with my mother because she just
didn't understand us as well as father did, che was very conser-

/
vative in her ways and she was alwavy

o/

alrai i whe people would

s
say about our fAmily if we were bad ’l ink she influenced a lot

p—

01 my father's thinking sbout using strict dischpline on us.{NLOst
of the time she was a lot strieter than dad ang when

ruling she didn't want it questioneq;j After 1 got into high school
1 -began to assert myself more so that my mother gradually became
used to that and she became more breoad-minded. However, she never

did get rid of her idea that people would talk about us if we did
net do the proper thing,
’”’hen it ceme to the more important family decisions, my dad
He was the one to have the final say but he .
tor about it, He always used to talk it over with
got along well and they never did have

serious arguments. was the one who argued with my mother most of
2 & Ve

all, Later on, my big sister did stick up for me quite a bit even




though she was much more Japanesy than the rest of
was because she had a college educatlon in Japan
thing because my older sister was born in Amerlica and
izenship while I was born ir apan and \I don't have
Yet, because of her education, she is ewen more Japa
In fact, I consider myself twlce as americanized as

=

wasn't her fault that she had to go %o college in Japan. My par- T

3

ents had the idea that it would be better for my sister for her

to go there for her education so that she could le some of the
penese culture which they had not been able to tegch her. A4 lot

of the panese parents did this to their ehildren, that is the

reason why there are so many kﬁbei. My parents asked me once 1if I

wanted Yo go back to Japan to go to school, but I definitely re=-

led against that, ]Z just didn't want to go back to Japan as 1

e

felt that I liked the amsrican schools bettér.{_yy mother talked to
me for quite a while on this but I would not give in. Finally my
parents saw that I could be pretty stubborn so that they

force the issue any morei_}l'm certeinly glad I stood up

rights at that time because I never would have been able

broaden if I had given in that time gnd gone to Jepan to

cdllcge.

long as I could remember, our family has always

we wanted and we lived fairly comfortably, I never knew what 1%
was to be in poverty altho(my dad told me that at first he had to
strugzle gquite a bit to make a go of it, He did rather well for
himself and he also had some prestige in the Japanese community.
He was on the Board of Directors of the Japanese language school
and that was why he was interned when the war broke out, He

didn't helong to any other Japanese organization as far as I Kknow.




He confined most of his activities to the language school,
hot particularly care to be a big shot in tThe community becauss
his business did take up most

"T have always lived in Los &ngeles I consider that as my
home town. As I got older I rebelled quite & bit against my par-
ents' control altho it was never so serious that it reached a
breaking point., I guess I was a sort of a prodigal daughter. I
always went against a lot of the family conventions. However, I
never did do anything that was bad. I don't know what made me

rebel® like that, Maybe it was because of my contacts at school.

all of these arguments, it was usually my parents who made the
—

first compromise and they respected my 1ﬂu1V1aua11ty.\‘Jhew I went

to school I didn't stay much around the other Japanese kids so
id not develop that timidness that they had. I was much
ggressive in everything I did and I found that the Caucasian
had gquite a big influence over me in this respect, I was justb/
trying to set natural but it locked like eme action to the
Japanese parents because most of their nisei children were quiet
and hesitant all the time.

"In spite of my father's thdny liberal attitudes, we did follow
quite a lot of the Japanese customs. Some of the things we stuck
To quite religiously alth@ﬁg neyer did understand why. My parents
were always. careful to see that we observed all of the Japansse
holidays. I think that the reason for thls was their close con-
nection with the Japanese language school. JThe schools influenceg
a lot of the families and it reminded them of the Japanese customs

lot. The whole community seemed to take part in these Japanese

activities as a matter of fact and nobody ever protested against




them very much. | Before the war many Caucasians thought that these
spanese festivals were quite colorful and they used to come down
see them themselves. &Rizght up to evacuation, ﬁe had the doll
festival every year and that was one of the big events in our
family. We always spoke Japanese at home and there was quite a L
Japanesy atmosphere in our household. Maybe that is the reason why
I rebelled against it because I could see the contrast more clearly.
"I know that I began to rebel more and more against my par-
ents on little things and I got so that I would not heed their

words of advice too often as I thought I knew more than they didi

I had to go to the Japanese language school for 12 years.’]; never

did like it but I went there to satisfy my parents.!pi can read
\ M

Y T

-
and write’ &€ now because I did have to study and in a way it has

been most helpful to me because I am able to correspond with my

& e
parents quite frequently./.ﬁost of the nisei out here can't do
this because they didn't learn Jepanese well enough and now they
are drifting more and more awey from their families., I don't know
whether it was a good thing to force the nisel to go toc these
language schools because they did not like to learn it under this
sort of set-up., I don't know why I learned so much of it because
I rebelled nyself. I guess I was just studious at that time and I
wanted to make a good showing.

Fi# was in

}"It was when I £irs$-wemb-%e high school that I first found

—
out that I was different from the other Nisei kids. A lot of the
girls were teking civil service examinations because they wahted to
get a job after graduation., I found I was not allowed to take any b=
of these tests because I did not have citizenship. It was quite a

blow to me when I fully realized what it meant, I knew that I

wasn't any different than the other nisei because they had grown up




in a similar environment as I have. The only difference was that
I had accidently been born In Japan while my mother was on a visit.
Another time I felt the difference keenly was when I first enrolled
I had to pay a $75 non-residence fee and that really
made me angry because here I had lived in los &Angeles all my life
and they considered me & foreigner just because I cculdn't get
American citizénship. I didn't think that was fair at all., Lster
on I had to register with all the alien registration act and after
the evacuation started I found that not having American citizenship
was very inconvenient. Even now I have to report to the Department
o 2q
of Justice office if I want to travel to another state., It's adso
silly but that's the rules and I can't do anything about it. That
is why I've always wanted to become a naturalized citizen because
I think that I am American just like the nisei. My parents were

very sorry about my mot having an american birth certificate when

all of these inconveniences began to come upl-—ﬁw't at time it was
——

too late to do anything about it. I never think too much about it
now exceept when these occasions of inconvenience does come up to
handicap me.

"People are always amazed when they learn that I had
in Japan., I never tell them about it because there is no use, I
Just act like I always have and let it go at that. If I had citi-
zenship though I think I could get into eivil service and into a
lot of other kinis of jobs whiech are closed to me now. I do regret
that. I have also heard rumors that they are trying to put a law
through @ongress to deport all alien Japasnese, That makes me
furious and if they ever try anything like that to me, I will tell

them to go jump in a lake,




o

l"I never did get along too well with my big sister. Maybe

that was because we were such different types. She went to Japan
and got an education and she was much older than I so that she
seen=d to be too conventional for me. She tried to boss me arcund
lot and I never would listen to her. ~he always said that I was
too noisy and Japanese girls should be guiet and nice. My mother
always took her part when she said that so I rebelled against a
lot of the Japanese customs in revenge. Once in a while I did g
Jepanese movies and I didn't like them nearly as well as
made in Hollywood. I thought they were too sentimental and
artificial. They were always pictures with a moral theme and I L
don't renember them having very much of the militarism skuff althd“ﬂ\‘
these Japanese pictures did tend to glorify the samural spirift.
It used to make me laugh when I saw how timid and submissive the
ﬁa;;nese women were in these pictures. My big sister told me that
it was like that in Japan and she just accepted it, I couldn't
understand that and I knew that I would never be happy in living
where I had to suppress mysglf continually. There were other Japan=
ese movies which were educational in nature and they taught me a
little about Japan and I liked these pictures. Maybe they only
esented the best part of the Japanese life but I found that I
never
ertain attachments for Japan and I krew been able to get ridr
There was nothing political about it because I don't Know
‘gin; §bout polities. I guess it waw Jjust because I 1ldentifled
myself to the Japznese race since I was born in Japen and I didn't
have citizenshin over here. never thought too seriously about

these things though but I just accepted it s a matter of fact,

It never did ereate any deep disturbing thoughts for me because I




am not that type.
oL

"I had a lot of fun during the time I went to Roosesvelt high

school in Los Angeles, I used to go to all of the school functions
and take an active part as possible in the general school life., I
had quite a few dates with nisei boys. However, L did not belong to
an exclusive nisei group. I was in a sort of a melting pot group
because there were all kinds of racial backgrounds among us. A4All
these kids were born in Los Angeles even though their parents had
come Irom the old country. There was also a Jewish kid in our group.
along swell and racial differences didn't make any diff-~
erence at all, I often used to go to their homes and they would
come to mine, think that a lot of the nisei were hesitant about
inviting Caucasian kids to their homes because they
the place where they lived. We had our own home
furnished well so that I was never ashamed of it.
"I also belonged to the Girl Heserves while I was in high
school and tcok pa in a lot of its activities. I was very much
interested in st : I went in for that too and I also went to

o

see all of varsity games just like any high school kid would do.

I even vent to a lot of the school dances. Not very many of the
nisei went to these affairs because they felt conspicuous.
didn't feel that different at all. 4t first my mother oBjécted to
my going to these dances as she felt that the hakujin kids were all
wild and that they all got drunk at these school dances. When she
1 also
went to a lot of the nisei dances in the community, Dancing was
my main pastime and I enjoyed it immensely, Most of my out-of-

school social life was exelusively with nisei groups. In school
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my social activities tended to be mostly with hakujins. It's

funny that these two things never did cross and mix in with each
'] & W

L

other. I entered all of the school activities dnt the other niseil

did not do it so much a;tho a lot of them were even more active
e e

than I wes. I was even a class officer several times.i I thinlk

that the nisei in Hoosevelt high were more active than nisel in
other high school: Gradually they began to get used to mixing

more. When my older sister went there, no nisei mixed with the
hakujin kids and they kept exclusively to themselves. DIy the time

I enrolled the nisei were gradually going out more and more. Even
then & lot of the nisei in my class were still too timid. I didn'®
bother with them too much as I was having a good time with my other
friends. I don't know exactly what made me more aggressive than
them, Maybe it was because of my alien status, whieh compelied me
to want to show the other people that I was no different. I

wanted to show everybody that 1 was just as Americanized as they
were, [;bst of my friends in high school were most supprised when
they found out I was a non-citizen and they often remarked that I
wes mord Americanized than most nisei in school who had been born V//
in this country. | However, I think that it was mostly énvironmental.
That is why I feel that I have always belonged in this country and

I will alweys continue to do so. I felt that very much in high
sechool when I first went up for the civil service examination,

e

”Althdﬁflhad a lot of Caucasian friends in high school, I also
had a few nisei friends that I went around with, I thought that a
lot of the nisei in our school were blind because they acted so
backward, They were afraid to do anything and if I did it, they

t sore at me and they soread rumors that I was trying to




show off. All they did was study and I just couldn't be bothered
with them. My girl friend told me once that the nisei in school
were saying that I was too snotty just because I went arcund with
hakujin friends, I tried to be friendly to all of the nisel but mj
tnterests were more toward my asian friends so naturally I
tended to go with them more. I wasn't trying to snub the nisei at
all because I liked them well enough. Outside of school I was a
member of an exelusive nisei society and I don;t think I rebelled
against that particularly. '

[EI suppose that my $Social life was the main enjoyment of my

high school days., I—enjoyed—it—immemsedy—eand I can lock back upon
it as ahappy period of my life. I took a business administration
course and because of this I got to be a cashier in the faculty

1 did my homework faithfully., I used to study a lot with the haku-

cafeteria at school. I did not neglect my studies at all because

o
\

jin fellows and they would help me out on subjects that 1 did
: and
cnow so well, I got good grades in high school Bw% I did not

to be a bockwarn either. fAfter graduating frog high school in 1939
—

I was rather disappointed that I could not get a civil service Jjob
Like a lot of my fTriends; v dad wanted to send me to Japan fto go
to college there but I refused that. Then my dad wanted to send
me to a college shere, IHe thought that I could be educated some

more. I didn't appreciate this offer so much so that I didn't study

too hard. iiy'parents wanted all of the kids in the family to go to

college and they worked very hard to make this possible, I didn't V/
want to let them down so that's why I went;:7idght now my dad is
very worried about my 18 year old brother because he has had &

pretty hard time to get accepted into a college out here. He was




turned down from sbout 12 schools and now he is enrolled at some
college because none of the large universitles will accept
didn't have the ambition to go to coll=ge as my brother
the time I first started. Later on I began to realize that
'-u definitely worthwhile.
L» enroll at U.U.L.A, after paying non-residence fee and
arted out as a freshman, not knowing what major to take, Finally
I decided to take a liberal arts course., In that college a
the nisei girls were majoring in business administration so
cided to change to a secretmrial bourse before I finished my
year there. 1 later changed to Los =ngeles Uity College in order

o complete this major. I had definite plans to go on to U.E.C.

but the evacuation came long and spoliled this ambition. !“y younger

sister got a chance to go to a lot of better colleges because she
went to the University of California in Lerkeley right from thé be=
ginning.
{”I never d4id like U.C.L.A., I didn't care for all of those
nisei there and I wasn't able to have as mar akujin friends as
was hard to get to
know the h i Another reasson was that I did not like the .
(2
school for charging me a non-residence fee, That is why I trans-
ferred over to L.2.C,C, in 1940 and I graduated in 1942 just before
evacuation. There were a lot of nisei at the Los Angeles City
College alsQ;‘]hej all tended to congr
bothered me when I saw them in such large group I don't know why
I was self-conscious about it but I tried to avoid these things

even before the war during the time I was in school., XA funny thing

was that whenever 1 was in a Caucasian group and I saw some nisei I




would feel superior to them. But i1f I were in a nisei group 1 would
feel sort of inferior to the other nisei. I don't know why that
was altho it might have been because 1 didn't completely fit in with
the things they did.
[ "The nisei I knew before the war were in a shell most of the
S
time and they were afraid to fight back, They looked so conspicu-

ous and sad when they were together in groups and they were actually

not a part of college life. T mixed with thémgﬁgzi fairly well but ¥

L aid net like it at all, int first i around with socme of my

former hakujin high school friends t not so many of them went on
to City College so I was grasdually foreed to go around with nisei
more and more. I didn't take part in very many of the college ac-
tivitieé as 1 was not a definite part of the school like I had been
in high school, In spite of that, I enjoyed myself fairly well and

1 graduated from Uity College in February, 1942, It was impossible

for me to enroll -in U.5,C. right away because the war had brol
out hear the end of the semester and things were pretty well

y‘\
&

ru
beforethe war 1 was perfeetly contented with going to
I enjoyed it mery much by then. I never gave a thought
else and everything in the world seemed to be running
course, 1l heard that there was a war

1ina,

but I never gave those things much
me at all and I did not see how
it ‘ever ulé didn't have any problems of having to work
school since my parents were well off enough to ser
style. 1 got so interested in college that I kept talking about it

to my younger brother and I wanted him to go very much as I felt
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the routine of my carefree

realize what these actions

scious of my non-citizenship status than I have.

was so hesitant about sllowing me to come out of camp to

she believed that all Japanese aliens would have a most

time and that most of the discrimination and prejudices wou

directed at them, &he is still afraid of this and she thinksthat

I have no protection at all in case the war with Japan zets stronger

3

She fegls that I may even have an act ov violence committted against
me even tho I write letters and tell how well I have been ac
out here.
eskir
("I was also taking part in a lot of activities of
club during the time I was in school just before the
quite a Tew social activities and our minds was always

things. The club was composed entirely of nisgi
lot of discussion meetings ) ITCE S I was goigg to
uite a few of nisei dances : ;hid ime as{I learned how to
jitter-bug and that craze wa he chi pie of life amonz the
young nisei then. I was goling ady | h fellow but he suddenly
left me and got married to another girl., That deflated me quite al

bit but I scon got another boy friend and things went along as

normal. I never did have any difficulty in getting dat

dancesLj Maybe I had too many dates and I could never resist the

temptation and often I would sacrif
=
&

to go to these nisei activities.

ice some of my college classes

also went to church every Sun-
day but I am not a religious sort of person. My mother made me go
to church when I was a young girl and I just kept it up. I quit

going for a while before the war but after Pearl Harbor I started




to go again every
church activities though.
nisei used to go there.

"I was living near Boyle Heights where there was a big commu-
nity of Japanese. There were quite a few Jopanese living around
our home. However, there were also scattered groups of are other
nationalities sround us. My mother used to be quite close friends
with a Caucssian woman who lived next door. Wsually ny pa
social activities were confined to other Japanese
a while the whole family olan would come: together in our home -and
there were about 20 in all. My dad was the oldest of the group and
they always came to him for advice. He was a sort of a head for

the whole clan and he felt that he was responsible for them in time

of trouble or sorrow. ’On real important decisions the members of

the family clan would always consult the older members which in-

cluded my father. I never knew how these things worked because :

had only limited contacts with it. do know that we entertained

our relatives quite oft 1 hen my father would go off into the

livin; room to talk to one of two of them on some problem they hai;
J

L:Fy dad allowed me to drive the car to school and that was

L

another advantage I had over the nisei kids. 4after school I would -

drive back to his store and help him out a little. Then I would

o+

drive him home. [ This wes one of the reasons why I did not take a

greater part in the college life. 41thé I was having a lot of fun,

it really was a very narrow life and I wasn't dry behind the ears.
I never did do anything real constructive. I was in a protected
eneironment and I never had to struggle for things of my own,

That was why I was not socially conscious and I rarely had any deep




thoughts about the economic and social problem of this couniry as

these things were too distant from me and I could not think of them
in conerete terms. I should have been aware of a lot of things be-
cause I did the slums of Los Angeles where the Negroes, Vexi-
cans and even the Japanese lived. There were also & lot of poor
hakujin people like the Okies who lived in the slums. I took all
of these things for granted and I never did think that things could

2 1 , DA | P L)
be improved too much. I was naving & good life and I didn t care

mieh about how the others lived as long as it did not interfere with

my own protected little WOfld.] My dad was doing well in his busi-

ness which had suddenly improved althé 'I didn't know the reason Ior
that. He owned 4 stores at one time but just before the war he only

oneTated one large store and he had about 6 Japanese working for

1

him. WMy dad was a very sympathetic sort of person anc

help people out. He got into more complications because members of
the femily clan and others borrowed so much money from him and mos®
of them never repaid. It was a good thing bhat most of his business
was with the hakujin people or else he night’haye gome broke giving
credit to & lot of Japanese. The last storejééiowned was in DbBe-
veriy Hills wae so that I drove 20 miles after him every day after
school?} He al=so had a store in Pasadena but he sold it a few
nonths before the war. I think that my father had some idea of re-
tiring and going back to Japan, but we kids would not even think
about such an idea, Ny dad figured that he could train my brother

into taking over the mansgement of his business after he got out of

college.\ My father had gquite a Dbit of money saved up from his life

work and he really did want to give us all the advantages that was




. granted and at times there was a tendency for me to think that I

wes better than a lot of other nisei.

—

)”Hy only real plan for the future before the war was to get
—

through school. I wanted to get trainin- Ior some kind of profess- v

ional work but I was not sure of what I vanted.‘ I had nobody to

guide me in this, so I kept drifting alom;.[}?wan ed to be inde-

pendent and on my own so that I would be in a position to be able
to help out my parents in case they ever needed i%. I thought that

-

¢
I would be able to determine exactlv what I wan?t after I got en-

rolled in U.S.C. I was locking forwerd to that gquite a bit when the
o b o = il
war came around and ruined this dreamiﬂJ
"] never gave marriage a thought because I was too young,
going around fairly steady with a niseil boy but he suddenly g
drafted. We were just going around like good friends and I had
serious thoughts for marriage., Eduwation was the main thought in
my mind at that time and I was greastly surprised when my boy
friend suddenly proposed to me before he went into the Army. I had
to turn him down because I thought it was a silly idea. I probably .
would have stayed in Los éngeles all my life and drifted along or
else got some real training in a profession if the war didn't
I did have some yearning to tragel arcund and see
the world, especially Jepan, but I suppose all nisei who live in a
1imited environment have that desire to want to expand., Even tho
I was ifairly happy in my life, I don't think that I was completely
catisfied with what I was, It was only a vague thought whiech
occurred to me at odd moments and it was not a T 581 thing on my

mind continually. I didn't know exactly what the purpose of educa-




"The Japanese people all thought that going to collcge was for
the pﬁrpose of getting a good job in the professional field after-
wards. I thought of college more as a means bf getting a good
cultural background and raise my standard of living. I Jjust wanted
to be able to understand things more. It made me mad because all

of the nisei kids thought of college in terms of a job as their

parents thought. They were not able to enjoy the ree college life

1

beeca they limited themselves so much, I didn't blame the issel

so much Por being so narrow minded about this, but I thought that

&

the nisei should know better. I felt sorry for ths issei as many

o

of them worked so hard just to smidd their kids to college. Then
the nisei kids would not appreciate it enough and would squander
heir par=snts' money without g ing anything definite out of col-
lege. They did not know what it was all about. The nisei kids
needed more actual experiences so that they could be more definite

about the purpose of college. I guess in many ways I was like then

but it still irrikated me when I saw all of the nisei fellows
driving arcund in cars that their parents had sacrificed for and

these Tfellows wouldld just run about gasting their time.

-

Zﬁ“jurilg all of my life up to the war I was not interested in

poliﬁics at - all but I often did secretly hope that I could become
a citizen so that I could vote like the rest of my Caucasian
friends. - I guess it would really be something to be able to vote
but I don't think I would have that chance unless we are allowed %o ,
naturalize some day. During the fall of 1941 I did become more and
aware that there was trouble brewing in the Orient because my
of the other Jepanese were talking abouthiiZJLTone

e

r dream¥that a war would actually start though. JAit timesI




. , I didn't blame Japan for taking things into her own .hands because
since the exclusion act, she was not able fto expand at all and the
only place where she could go was to China. I wished t I Lo
gould have gotten along better with america and it disturbed me
when I saw that the tension was inc:easiqiéj syven then I didn

Japan would ever have the nerve to attack the United

On Pearl Harbor Day, our whole family was home taking
listening to some popular recording music a
sitting around and listening fto it al:or
zister turned the radio on a T a ( a2 news flash
over the sir which shocked
at all when my brother sai
Pearl Harbor. : b e e - et —-soeess 1 just couldn't
think straight We thought that maybe it might be a mistake or
some kind of a play. 4 few minutes later the announcement came
over the radio again and I realized that it was true. le were
scared stiff so that we stayed home all day and listened to the
r;dioll I was emotionally upset because 1 didn't know what would
=
happen.. It was a scare which terrorized me. ‘e ] around

—_—

and talked at home.L‘:y dad was also quite scared because he didn't
know what would happen to his business. He didn't want any of us
to go out into the streets that day and my mother backed him up on
because she thought it would be too dangerous. Aalter the
shoek my dad thought that the war would be over very quiskly.

i

didn't say very much except, 'So, at last, Japs s declared

| w s m
war.“;]l know that he was sypathetic to Japan but he didn't say




anything to us at all. [;j mother weas

kept worrying and she

aid something drastic would happen to all of ¥
all of us. I tried to calm her down by telling her that nothing
would happen to us but she wouldn't believe me.;jlhis tense atmos-
phere naturally made me feel pretty uneasy, ;
"It is difficult now to remember exactly Dow I felt except
that I was scared and emotionally upset. fhég_ﬁﬁen I bezan

calm down a bit, I began to wish that it did not happen. I
2s selfish because I immediately thouzht my school 1if
interrupted and all nisei fellows would be drafted;s
ot Japan declared war on the United States at that
my life would be disrupted but I
was too confused about things to be able to think straight.
dered what would happen to our store. I had visions of mobs going
down there and ftearing if apart just because there was a Japanese

rownerE/

; "The war also affected our financial status. ©6n saturday, Dec,
6, my mother had gone to the Sumitomo Bank to get $500 out. She
was given a check for it and she decided to wait until Monday be-
fore cashing it on the 8th, By that time the war had broken out
and the bank funds were frozen., It was a lucky thing that dad kept
most of his money in the hekujin banks., I think that he had some
Japanese stock which were frozen and he also had stocks in the
Manchurie Railroad, I don't know emactly how much money was frozen
or lost and it may have been a large sum., ‘e owned our own home

and my Tfather also had some property near Hermosa Beach. IHe was




worried because he thought that this property might be tak

from him even though it was in the name of my older sister who was

pa

a citizeQbJ

gr—
"The faet that I did not have smerican citizenship did not

o+

lenter my mind ofmeX1 until later, Mother had the idea that all of

Ithe Japanese aliens would be put into prison and I would have to

| g0 along with the issei, I thought that this was a fantastic idea
because I couldn't imagine myself being stranded with a lot of the
Japanese people. I had nothing in common with them and I knew
that 1L would not be able to agree with their way of life at all.
I had been trying to get away from it as much as possible for years,
"Later on my lack of ecitizenship really annoyed me when I had
to gc and get finger-printed and register in the alien registemtion.
I thought it was so funny that L had to go with all these people in-
stead of being monsidered a nisei, The officials who did the re=-
gistering all thought that I was & most dnalien-like"alien.
fully realize that I would ever be treated as an alien
of these technical things came up to bother me.
school the newt day after Pearl Harbor, I felt
very uncomfortable riding in a street car, 1y dad © ght 1t was
bettsr that I did not take the car since he needed 1t to do some
of his business. I was conscious of the glaring headlines in the
newspapers and I felt that the people were glariig at me
hard. I thought that they all knew that I had been born in Japan
and that made a difi rence. I was even called a Jap by some fellow
who looked like he was drunk and I felt quite hurt at that., 41l of

these things gradually wore off and I settled down to a more rout-

ine life as the days went by. For the longest time I did not go to




a movie because 1 was afraid that people would notice me and call
me a Jap. I guess I was scared for quitg a while after the Pearl
Harbor shock. TFor the first week or so after the &ttack, a nisei
friend of mine started to take me to school in his car so that I
would not have to ride the street car so people coupld stare at me.
1 gwas grateful To him for tﬁat#;jf was under a tension and it dook
me quite a while not to be frichtened any more.

"I did not have any unpleasmant exp riences at college e=%

expectetdr 1 heard Hoosevell declare war and all the teachers told

5

the nisei that we had nothing to worry about. I thought I had an

extra-special worry because I wasn't even a citizen.

-

that I didn't realize the full effect of the war for ssveral JLTS.-/

-

y school work did not suffer very much as I concentrated upon that

even niore than before until the shock wore off, @i@thing unusual

happened after the first week exeept for the F.B.I. raids. I
didn't go into Lil' Tokyo at all as L felt it would be better for

me to stay out of that district;J Itwas being guarded by police angd

1

radio cars patrolled the streets. 4t night all of the district was

that most of the Japanese stores were

away. Since his store was not in a Japanese section

my dad was not bothered at all altho he did worry a great deal about

being arrested by the F,B.I. like the other issei.
e ol . : oo }
{ "ATter a few weeks a lot of restrictions were put on the aliens
N—

and all I could do was to g0 to school., I wasn't able to tramgel

1 +

of a certain area and & curfew was applied to me, That scared

%

but after a while I went places on the sly as I figured

me again
,

that I would be taken‘%%'a nisei anyway. My mother got worried

‘about this as she was afraid I'd be arrested at any time. There




were a lot of stories about Filipinos rioting and killing Jepanese

but I never saw anything of

the Japanese language papers every day

sments. It seemed that the hakujin people did not even no-
after the few weeks after the war.
"Cne of our constant worries was that dad would eventually be

interened and we expected it at any time. My girl friend's dad
was taken ajfte the first day and we felt sure that dad would be

C ol
taken beforé éﬂasi‘ The weeks began to jasErwithaut anything hap-
pening so that we graduelly calmned down.( INothing happened 1in
January and February so we figured that the I,D.l. was no going to
bother dad as they had probably cleared him. In February . gradu-

ated from Los 4nceles City College but I did not enroll in
: &

s I planned because I could not travel that far. I re-enrolled at
3ity College for the new semester %o take a few more courses until
1 could lesarn exactly what my status would bt My parents did not

think that it would be such a good idea to be paying SO mueh tul-

tion for U.S.C. when things were so uncertal

lot about his financial affairs since some of his m y were rrﬂaenbﬂgg-

Me did not know if the rest would be way e was allowed to Y7

drew out a certain amount esch month so we did not have enuggh
ash on hand for the tuition even if I ided : 1 had no#
idea that anything like evacuation was in store for us. 1 guess
after the first shock of things, I more or less settled back into
ny old life exeept that there were not a1l the social activities
going on after Pearl Harbor, I did not do any real thinking until
I went to the center. I was too young and too mixed up to

1

things eut anyway, so that I tended to dismiss it from my
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nind and think of more pleasan
"The war did not affect mj
except that it 4id bring us
happen at his store. It was located
striect and you know hoﬁ they discriminateg/wg:inst another
naged to get along but he lost
of them did not care to patronize a Japar

L ]

ar broke out. There merg‘nu’nastv scenes
L M
know, althe ome of the customers ddid_iry to take advan-

i

my father and get things cheaper jus
That made me pretty sore. I suppose that was the beginning
ess and I tended to blame the Jews .for a lot

some very prejudiced ideas about them,

5 15, T = ~ - .
the Negross also.

-

is no reason for that at all as they neve eatsd me badly.
just wouldn't care to get too chummy with them, At times I have a

strongeg hatred against the Jews Jui. l-—deaté-know-whe.l.should. In
school I had quite a few Jewish pals and I accepted them as indi-
viduals. The thing that got me sore was that the Jews had been

ked around themselves and suddenly they went against the
ese when the war came just for spite::]l guess it made them
more superior by doing this, It seemed to me that all of the mi-
nority groups should stick together. " know that I should overcome

my feelings against the Negroes as I have no basic reasons why I
should be prejudiced against them. Perhaps it is becasuse pf purely
an emotional reaction sgainst the color of their skin and also
hecause of all the general prejudice in existence against this group

already. I think that I have tried to overcome this feeling and I

o




have & much more tolerant attitude and sympathy for them now than
before. I never had any contacts with Negroes before and it was
aceepted among the nisel that they were inferior to us. I never
thought deeply about it and I suppose I accepted a lot of these
prejudices myself as actual facts.

"Most of the nisei have always diseriminated against
Negroes and they still feel strongly against them.
the reason for this is that a lot of the nisei shelter
by going around with classes lower than themselves sjust so they
could feel superior. However, they draw the line against the Ne-
groes and some other groups. The Filipinos were also greatly mis-
trusted and I never did like them. S W 1 s some of the
first impressions I had of this group. nly saw the slimy looking
kind walking around with greased hair and vas somewhat afraid of
them, “After I heaerd of all the vioclent things taking place, I
really grew more scared of them and I never went around the district
where they hanged out, I think that the Filipinos tend to be over-
sexed so that you just can't »w trust them, I know that there are
good Filipinos but I hesitate about associating with any of them at

all because they do have such & bad reputation.

ZEE_continued to keep up my friendships with the hakujins I

just seem=d toc mvoid me

o

knew althe’lI did lose a few friends. ,Lhey
¥

on account’' of the war and I just supposed that this was because it
to them. | Host of my real fiiends, however, did

toward me. In fact, they were sympathetic and

was Jjust as good an s#merican as they were since I was

\ One man made it a particular point

.
ot —

in Japan only for four months

to reassure me every time he saw me and he said not to let it

V




bother me ¢ a knew thaet I was just as loyal to this coun-
try as he was V& these things helped me %o regain my self-
confidence., Our Caufasian neighbors remained just as nice as they
had ever been before. They made a special point of coming to us. to
tell how they felt about it so that we would not think they were
against us., - It was at this time that my big sister got more sympa-
thetic toward the United States even though she did have a lot of

Jar

anesy ideas. | I don't know what caused the change exsctly but

she certainly did come out and say that she was for america all the

way. I was surprised at this because she was quite conservative in
She said she would never think of living in Japan again

as she did not like the restrictions placed upon women, I

she wes rebelling against this sort of thing zll along but

never got the courage to assert herslef until after the war br

ut, IT didn't cause any family conflicts at all because our par-

ents realized we felt differently about these things., I ihiﬂklﬁhr

parents worried mewse about the facts that the issel and nisei would

be separated. It was quite a strong rumor that the issei would all

be interned and we didn't know what we woudd do if that ever hap~

pened. My dad gave a lot of instructions telling us to sell the

store and dispose of everything if we were ever separateq;/ He said

that if he were interned, we should dispose of the sfore also, This
was emsictly what we did when he was finally interned on March 10,
1942, At this time much more responsibliity came upon us and my
mother sort of leaned on us more and more sinee she dikd not

u ﬁgrstund what was going on.

"I was at school when my father was interned.

—

-

home I had a funny feeling because I heard my mother cerying.




realized immediately ) ad ha béén taken at last. He was put
into a jail two bloclks away and we were allowed to go visit him,
Dad put up a cheerful froht and he told us not to worry at all as
he would out in no time as he had not done anything wroné. In-
stead of cheering him up it turned out that he had to cheer all
of us up becduse we were so depressed. The F.B.I. officers went
tﬁrﬁ{all of our things at home but they did not_find anything that
showed evidence that my father had done any ssbotage work or any-
thing like that. The only reason why they did take him was that he
was on the Board of Directors of sk a Japanese Language school,.
"Dad was suddenly transferred to the Tujungan internment cen-
ter and we went to visit him about 3 times a week. My sister had
worked as an interpreter for the F.B.I. office so that they gave us
passes. Lvery time we went up there dad was worried ~
M. | a Mutoiin
what would happen to his store. Mr, Moxzris was dad's
and sort of a silent partner in the business and adad

us to rely upon him a lot if disposing of ¢t

-

he store. Mr.

helped myeset# sister and me make arrangements fto sell out, ]

dled most of the tfansaetion since I could not
helped out whenever I could and I listened
to her at that time. She was pretty efficient a?out doing these
things. 4nd thet pleased my father quite a bit.imﬁad told us to
sell everything so that we got rid of all the stocks in the store.
"The next thing we knew dad was suddenly shifted to the Santa
Fe internment camg;] We still were in the hopes that he would come

back to us soon and we kept putting in applications for his return,
P i

i : A 3 " 1 3 = 2 T :
We did not dream that he would be gone from the family so long. L:e

-nﬁwl‘

was nbt gble to join the family in camp until July, l?é&tgso that I

4




haven't seen my father for almost two yeers now., I resettled from
camp before he returned. MMy mother was hit the hardest when dad
waes interned and all she did was worry. ©She was practically help-

less because she had always depended upon dad making the import-

ant decisions before. had to rely on us more and more because

she didn't know what to do ! s led She worried so much that she

A

3 P -
lost weight and her he=slth became poor. [}Aw;ss fiy father a great:

deal since I w pretty close tofigi I kept hoping that he would
be returned pretty soon but I was doomed to disappointment. I was
convinced that he had not done anything bad, I did not see why he
should be arre-ted for being a member of the Board of Director of
the language school because he had not tried to give the children
a lot of military propaganda about Japan. 411 he was interested in
niseil
was to give the/children a chance to reed and write Japanese
fluently., A lot of the issei had been interned for this reason and
some of them were released fairly quickly so that I felt sure that
adad would come back to us soon, However, %bther was in the hsabit
of worrving a lot and she thought she would never see him sgain.
believed the rumor that the Lmerican soldiers were killing

and starving them zl1l1 the

~ oShe even thought that

g1l of us would be locked up and deported to Japan immediately.

"After my father's internment 1 quit school entirely as 1 felt

that I would be more neceded at home to help outl. i; did not get any
——

credits for the courses that I had been taking but I did not worry

about this at all., I was discouraged that my education had been

disrupted and I thought then that I would never be able to get back

to college again. I didn't seep any way of solving this problem.

f
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. I didn't heve time to worry much about my J : were too many
amily problems to settle.

"My father was also greatly concerned about what would happen

ANL Y

E—

did not think that we would te able to live properly if
kept writing us letters
id of the ‘business as
would be interned also
'of his nephews and his family of four come and
same house with us. My fazther felt that he would rest
Knew that Be there would be a man around to protect
us. Another couple from the same part of Japen as my Tfather also
came to live with us in our home. That is why we had 13 people
living in our home until the evacuation day. It ﬁaé guite crowded

but we managed to get along somehow,

nlhere ware all sorts -of mors going around about who would

be evacuated and when}J A ' £ Japanese had already been

1

began to look like emerybody had to go inecluding
Kept us in quite a suspense because we didn't know
e got ready as much as possible and waited
for the moving orders.; When evacuation was finally announeed, I
reliewed and glad we had no means of supporting ourselves
We did not wish to use the family money because @we didn't

a8 going to happen in the future, | Sometimes I think
evacuation was a good thing for the Ja;;ne;jt
would not have been able fto make a iivin; 17 they had not heen
evasuated. This was specially true in families where the fathers

had been taken. 4As it was, many of the Japanese femilies were

living in such horrible places and they were only eking out an




existence. It would have been most difficult for many Japanese
femilies to make a living if the evacuation did not come. A4nd T
think that we should consider this also. Naybe all of this is only
rationalization but I can't get bhitter about the evacuation like so
many of the Japanese do. <The terrible part of the whole thing is
that a lot of the Japrnese did lose quite a bit of property and

money when they were uprooted. Now they have no

wonder what is going to happen to them after the

-3

ias sajd for us to leave our home after
though and we all cried the day we
the Army ordered it and we
all because many
would be safer in a camp. 4nother reason why
evacuation had come was my family and 1 thourht that
sent back to us if we all went to Manzenar. <hat was

portant thing for us and we were even willing to to a

20
—
we could have the family all together once more. )Cur district was
not scheduled to go until June but after long family dic=cussions

=

we Tinally decided to volunteer to go to Manzanar on the first of

lMay. We felt theat this would hurry up dad's return, l

"The months between these internment of my father and the date
of evacuation was quite a strain on me. I didn't have any social
life at all during these two months., There were too many worries
on my mind and I couldn't think of anything else, I had plenty of

me busy so that 1 certainly did not get bored.
I had to take care of the babies and the young kids who ran all
around our house, At first it was a little diffieult in cutting

myself entirely from the social 1life. There had been abresk Tfor a




while after Pearl Harbor but I had managed to get beck to a normal
in January and february. ‘I went to public dances and
with my dates during that time. I knew that we would
diseriminated against in those larger places. After my
father was interned I kept in contact with only three of my girl
friends. MNost of the nisei fellows I knew had already been faken
into the Army before the war and the rest of them Bolunteered.
Tew of then had also moved to other places during the voluntary
evacuation. Gradually I began to lose contaet with most of my
friends as they went to different ecenters, I would have gone to
Santa Anita with this group exeept for the fact that we voluhteered
to go to Manzanar with a group that we did not know. 4s the time
for evacuation drew closer I did not have time for social activity
al all.,

"T

In spite of that my morale did not go down too mueh. I did

not feel utterly depressed as I anticipated seeing my father at

(Y.

"

Manzanar and also making a lot of new friends. 'y mother was not
too disorganized either because her morale had gone up as she was
definitely sure that dad would come back to her very quickly. All
of our relatives went along with us so that we had a family clan
together. My mother was quite depressed in camp as she did not
know many of the people in camp but now she is well adjusted be-
sause she has taken part in activities for the older people.

o

&E didn't know what to anticipateé in camp, I thought that
we would not be left there for the duration. I figured that even-

=0

tually they would let us out-$§é2 was quite curious about camp,

I'y mother and most of the issei felt that they would be there for-

eveI::II didn't think that the government would do this to us since




4. most of the nisel were citizens and loyal to this eountry. I daid
not have any outspoken sympathies fér Japan myself, In fact, 1 was
more sympethetie to this country. I think that the evacuation
forced most of the issei to bscome more pro-Japan than they had
ever been before.

"A lot of the issei were bitter and they said that we were
being kicked around. They told the nisei that their citizenship
was no good to them because they were considered as Japznese.
Before the war most of the issei had been saying that the nisei
owed their loyalty to smerice, but many of the issei changed their
minds about this after the evacuation. I could not agree with the
issei line of reasoning at all, I identified myself almost com-
Pletely with the United States altho I did nob express my view-
points too publiely as I was in a tough spot myself, At the same

did feel that I had a lot in common with all of the Japan-
were being evacuated and it did force most of the young
they belonged to a minority group in common.
:he nisei were evacuatédm as well as the issei.
too sore that L had to get out of Los Angeles,
ocecurred to me that such things as evacuation were not
constitutional altho I had heard some comments about that.
ested and I just accepted thing as they happeneds,

Al the same time I did know that democracy was not being practiced

2

when all of the nisei were taken out even though they had citizen-

"I had no real idea what camn would really be like./ Wie were
$E2

el
the first group to go. amé-drdid-Ret-reecive-eny-—ietiers.tell- I~

ng-ef-what-the con@itions-would=be=tike. There were rumors that




i%t would be a rough life so I prepared myself accordingly.
that we would be in a place without any modern conveniences

We Took only our essential things as they had told us that
take one bag aﬁiecg;) I couldn't ¢ how we could live a pri-

life without taking more things. My mother wanted to take

things but we weren't allowed to do this. [:éey told us that

our stay at Manzanar was temporary and later we could send for our
after we went to a more permanent camp. Conseguently we e
most of our belongings in the basement of the house and then
our home.out to a ;alou sian fe 1lly_J
"I sort of looked forward to getting to Manzanar but I did
like the idea of so many Japanese together in one place.

everything was so new that I didn’'t object too much as

it would be quite an adventure. I thought that the people would be

p—

more cooperative than they actuadly were.L;Je left our house the
night before evaucation and we went'to Maryknoll church so that
could .evacuate with the group that was leaving from there
eaving Los nnéelesreven though it seemed like we were
trip.
"My emotions were so tangled up, I was glad that dad was

to rejoin us s and I wa ad that we were leaving our home.

f:;
leave Los angeles in those busses

A8 soon as we got ocut of e ¢ity I began to look Torward to what

was coning, ‘e had a lovely trip down there

hanpened at all. M@ all enjoyed the scenery. INanzanar is a nice

place if you can go there only for & short vacation. 4s we turned

end approaching camp l sav Msmm Manzanar or the first time

it looked beutiful with the mountains in the backgpvound. I guess




at that moment that 1 would be living in a
4
doomed to disappointment. As we got closer,
the crowds of peop

really was depressing. iverybody was nice to us though

tried to make us feel

impression of "Manzanar

d blowing all over the place and the barrack

My momale was at a low point u

our situation. [ didn't like the idea of lining up for everything

o

it took me quite a while to get used

=

to the straw tlccz‘ue had
to use for mattresses. I didn't like the way they alloted clothes
out later because it made me feel like poor people taking charitg;J
Gradually I lost—t=etdepressing.eair-and—I1 began to accept all of
these things in camp as routine and it didn't bother me anymore

al.{.' ' i Lhu.t

r ince my father wasn't there to fix up our barracks, a couple
Wiq

came over and they helped us clean up the pla
much furniture since none of us were good carpenters,
sent fo ome of our stored stufi and our barracks became
more ho%elikg;J Ify mother and my sisters alsc hung up curtains and
put other feminine touches to the place.
of curtains and other things didn't know many of
ple at all as Manzanar was composed of peonle from
and the San Pedro grou] thought I would never
to know them and I we little discouraged at this.

2

were.-quite disappointed as the weeks went by and dad wes not




allowed to rejoin us.
"It took a few weeks to get our place fixed up and
little while. I began to leook for a job after several
and I managed to get one i ] was sent to the
15 'a secretary. This job got pretty dull so that
census office to file forms and interview
a lot better because it was more int
we were able to find out the bakkground of
camp since they had to put their
form whieh they filled out. We had a very large
people so that I made friends with a lot of them

hey were all nisel so that we had a lot in com- e

v

very short time., 1T
mon. It wasn't long after that that I starte > g0 out on socizl
activities quite a bit since these affairs were ginning o devel op
more and more,

"I had a lot of fun I got to know a lot of people,
That eensus office where employed was sort of a social eenter
and I worked there until September. The job began to get routine
after I got us=d to it so I got a little restless. The school sys-
tem was beginning to start up and I thought I would like to get into
that. I tried to get in as a teacher but I did not have enough
credentials to qualify., After making a large number of applications

T

I finally got into the adult education division as a seeretary. It

was quite an exeiting job as we set up a junior college, night

classes and vocational training courses. The head of the depart-
Al

ment, Mr, Femgwsen, was very friendly to the nisei and he was the

one who helped me get his present job. I was his personal secre-

tary and it was through him that I was encouraged to resettle.




"Besides my secretarial work, I used to teach shorthand in
the adult education division once in a while. 1 attended a couple
of eclasses also for a short time but I lost interest in that., The
start of the junior college was the most fun that I had. It was
reelly thrilling to see a junior college organized in such a place

:

as camp, In this work I was wirth Mr., kesswssen constantly as his

secre$iary so that I got to know quite a few of the Caucasian

T
teachers which was very worthwhile to me., I began %o go $o some
of the open forums to listen to the discussions and 1 also joined
several clubs.

"It was about this time that my interest in copgipleting my ed-
ugation revived, I had dropped all plans to go to U.S.C. when the
war came along and I didn't give it much thought until I got in-
volved in the adult education department in camp as 1 could not see
any prospects. However, my family manted my younger brother to go
on to college so that I felt that I had to sacrifice.# I was quite

»

-

enthusiastic about going to school again when I came out here, but
1l soon lost hope. I only take one course at George Wildiams college

now but I do keep up in gy reading.

LiIn camp I did not think too deeply about more serious

as it was mostly fun for me., I was in a girl's club and we
& lot of socials, At other times 1 attended the symphong concert.
under the stars and I also went to all of the basketbsll games and
other recreational programs. I went to the Christian Church quite &~
regularly but I was not particularly religious. ZEverybody went to
church on Sundays as there was nothing else to do. I wasn't in-
terested in polities at ali?&ince I didn't know anything about it.

z

However, I did learn a lot about camp because I typed out a lot of




material which Togo Tanaka and Joe Masaska wrote for the documen-

tation department. IMost of it was too dsep for me thougd.(bl

suppose my life was centralized mostly around the adult education
epartment, my family, and my social lifeii

'I made more friends at Ifanzanar., I got to know more people
than I had known even before the evacuation and 1 still keep up my
contacts with them occasionally. I got to know quite a few of them
because I went to all of the dances. There wasn't anything else to

look forward to and the dance was the big event of the week. Ccea-
sionally some member of the Caucasian personnel would invite us to

their pa;tvate partieq. cesides these activities I was also & c¢lub

advigg: in the YW %hat was organized in camp.

LﬂThe rest of my time was spent in going around steady with a
fellow I had a crusﬁ on. e was so handsome and I thought that it
was the real thingleLn the center,life was very limited and res-
tricted and I saw this boy all the time. We were together practi-
cally all the time since he worked in the same department that T
did. I thought that we were perfectly suited for each other since
we had the same common interests. {Ihis boy came out here before I
did. When I arrived in Chicago, I soon found that this boy was so
different and I lost interesjAj We had nothing in common to talk
about except our experiences in ianzanar and we couldn't go back
to that all the time, He is still living in the dream world he had
at Manzanar and he hasn't made any attempts to Tit himself into
Chicago life. I soon found that he was boring because of these
limitations and L lost all my romamtic interests in him. Now I
don't see him very much, We are just friends,

!”A lot of the fellows in camp had no emotional outlets and

-
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. were only after one thing. I had to tell a couple of fellows oif

Y

bput

because they got too fresh:_]Lt was a8 little execiting at times

if I met these fellows now, I know that I would find that I have
outgrown them. If I had remained in camp, I would have lived in
such a small world and I would be just like the rest of the people
back there. I would have been in one heck of & rut and I certainly
would have missed out in all the things that I am learning now. It

] .
is too bad that a lot of nisei coming out here haven't taken advan-

F 4

of what the community offers them. I suppose that it is be-

don't have the background for it they are afraid to

tjmazunar was a very backwasrd camp because most
lot of pro-Japan

individusls in the¥e gand 1 hat this was due to their envi-

romment. &ij's why we had so many disturbancess at llenzsnar. The
Jiﬂcident-of November—Y was caused by these people;ﬂl; don't think
that they could ever adapt themselves to the ~se£tlegent program,
YMany ol the nisei from these families a i same was 1 met a lot
of the San Pedro fellows and they sure were stupid. ‘hey did not
know how to eall on a girl properly and they tried to break all of

(Fat]

social rules. They didn't have much ambition and I don't think
nisei the hed as much education as the ones in the other
had no social manners at all even though
of them were college graduates. 1 got into the
and I found that the same thing was true of them., I suppose
that the San Pedro bunch was the worst of all. A lof of these

. fellows couldn't even write English properly. One nisei there that

I got to know signed up for repatriation and he tried to make me do




the same thing. He was so backward that he couldn't
straight. We used to have a lot of arguments., He I
should repatriate because I was born in Japan and it would be dis-
loval for me not to stick up for Japan. He said all of the nisei
should do the same thing because they all had Japanese blood in
them, Those issei from San Pedroc really must have been 'pros' to
teach their nisei children such ideas.
"Most of the disturbances in camp were caused by these fanaties.
They didn't know their own minds, and they were easily swayed. A4ll i
they did was sit around and talk and condemn everything. They dign't
cooperéite in building up the community beceuse they did not have a
construetive [rame of mind. <The Japanese are such funny people.
They just aren't consistent a lot of times and I just can't under-
stand it. My mother was a little like this at first but she began
to Zo to ehurch and join social c¢lubs so-that she developed a more
participating more in community activi-
able to adapt themselves
lot easier than the me Now, the Japahese are
out of that stage of Being depressed and I think that they
settling down to taking an active part in the camp develop-
ment. However, there still are a lot of crude and low class Japan-
ese in camp and they are the trouble makers,
| "In the December #*ti=@F®t, everybody was afraid to speak up

-

and tell what was on their mind. The nisei did not ha¥e any power

et all since the issei took all the contpwl. The kibel sided with &

£.9 .9

these issei so they became a pretty strong group. Many of the
parents made the nisei obeyeverything they said. I know a lot of

the nisei signed up for repatriation when they really didn't want




to because I was helping them to sign up. 4t the time of the riot

-

I was not able to go to work at all because 1 got condemned as an

-

inu when I_went towards ] ministration building. I went anyway “

but Mr. ﬁoﬁ%éson advised me to stay homea as he thought I would get

beaten up. I didn't sympathéze with these people who were so fa-

natic at all. I didn't wear a black ribbon wn my sleeve to show my

sympathy like all of the old people were doing. I suppose that most

of the nisei were afraid to go out for fear of being called an pg:—}
"In spite of the evacuation and all, I still thought that it

was better for us to be in camp even though the government was not

entirely right. I was not bitter at all, I felt I belonred more

to America than Japan and I didn't question muech deeper than that.

-

I always took this faet for granted. Many times I did wish that T

ha have it.

american citizenship as it was a lot of bother mht to

d
I didn't know what to think of the war as I didn't want see g

vietory on either side, I guess I did feel pulled by Japan, whate-
withal these discrimination and ik things like that. The Japanese
nere had everything taken away and I didn't want to see them pushed
down any more. On the other nand, I felt a certain sympathy for
the people of Japan and I didn't want to see them pushed down either,
"I completely disagree with Jepan's Army in spite of my sympa-
thy for the people, But I just wish that they don't ha®e to fight
to the bitter end as America is too strong for Japan and it will
completely demolish the country is the war lasts a long time. These
sort of thoughts disturbed me ocecasionally but I suppose I never
thought of them too deeply. It Just didn't seem real enough to me
end I was on}y conscious of it because a lot of other people in camp

were takking about it all the time.




——

th:nrouﬁd Bebruary the Army reglstration came in and I helped to

interview one of the wors% blocks. It was composed mostly of Hibei
and kssei bachelors. All of the police in the internal security
department were kibei and they were very strong for the Japanese
government. I was scared all the time I was doing this interview
because the Kibei were pretty nasty towards me. They thought that

-

Just because I was a zirl, they could treat me with econtempt, I

1

suppose they thought that this was the Japenese style. I was dis-
gusted with the whole lot of them, at the same time, I feared them,

They all came out quite openly and said that they were for Japan and

PO
g A

that they wanted to go back there as fast as they could. Theﬂ’

T
chelors were just as nasty. They were crude and uncouth and they
made fun of me when I tried to reason with them. It was no use at
all, There were a few families in that block and the nisei all
signed “"no-no' in the registration because of the family and block
influence. There was one 18 year old boy who came in to register
and I asked him why he was answeriqg*'no'ﬂ He said to me, 'You are
a Japanese, what do you think I should do?!' I told him that he
should follow his own convictions and realize what he was doing.

I told him that he should value his 4merican citizenship because

1¢ didn't even know what Japan was like.‘Y;he issei and $ibei who
——

1

nanging around then ganged around my table and they began to
make fun of me., A few of them acted hasty and they shou;ﬁ“I should
encourage everybody to answer ‘'no!'. They said I should be loyal to
Japan instead of telling the boy to answer Myes!. They sédd that a
woman didn't know how to think right anyway, I wa:s pretty sore at
them but I couldn't do anything. The kibei police Just stood around

and some of them even joined in. On top of that, some of these




“'yes! for this reason. The interned husbands also answered in the

g

fellows would try to pick me upafter I got finished with work.

They wanted me to go to their barracks with themn, They gave the
excuse that ﬁhey wanted to reason with me why I should not help the
registration, but I knew what they really wanted.

‘I think that most of the issei bachelors were really contented
to stay in camp and they didn't want to either resettle or zo back
to Japan. They were getting old and they had nothing to look for-
ward to on the outside or in Japan, But they thought that they had
te be Tanatic because a lot of the others were. The nisei were
also influenced a great deal b their parents and I think that the
parents won out in most of the family arguments on registratdon.
Later on these nisei did chenge their answers though but it was not

a sincere thing,. I couldn't understand why they answered 'no!' in

the first wlacel g answered “Jes—yes"immediately and my mother
"'l-n.

agreed with me. ine reason for that was, my mother thought that if

she answered!'yes'! then d&ad would be returned more quickly to the

-+

Tamily. A lot of the wives who had an interned husband answered
affirmative so that they could re join their femilies. I know that
my dad did that. It was funny because every time there was anything
important to be decided, a lot of correspondence had to go back and

o N

forth, It was & good thing that my parents both decided to answer

‘'ves! on their own, because there was no time for corresponding,

"The biggest issue was whether the nisei shoulld volunteer for
the Army or not. his was where most of the bitter apguments in
the family cirele took place. The kibei alw ys stood around and
mocked everybody. The issei were not favorable to volunteering and

I don't suppose the nisei were too keen about it gither. ¥e only




had about & hundred volunteers from our camp, <rankly, I don't
think I would have volunteered either if I were a boy, because I
didn't approved ofthe degregation idea in the aArmy at all. TYou
would just see Japanese guys all the time and you wouldn't have a

chance to assimilate and meet the hakujin soldiers. They gave a

lot of ballyhoo& about the nisei combat team, but I thought that it

was the same thing as a colored segregated divisio?;J I would say
that the nisei would have volunteered a lot more if they had a free
choice on what branch of service they wanted to go into.{hghe vo-
lunteering issue raised a lot of excitement in Manzanar but life
just went on as #usual for most of the people. It was onlr the
fanaties that got real excited.

"In spite of the erude life at Manzanar, I did enjoy the ex-
perience and I don't regret it one bit. I think I grew up a little
in camp and I did meet a lot of college kids. I also made a number
of Caucasian friends and I had always wanted to do that, I never
did get such a good chance to meet Caucasians until I started work-
ing in the adult education department;ifl suppose in this respect

it would not be the same for other nisei who lost their Caucasian

contacts after they got into cemp among so many Japanese,

"T enjoyed the nisei I worked with also because the ones in
J

he adult education department were more educated than those
known Tormerly. I never had an opportunity to meet any nisei with
.4. degrees in Los Angeles since we were in different crowds: I
learned a lot through eontacts with them also, In that respect, I
think I did grow up and I became conscious of a lot of things that
I was not awe »f before. At the same time I did have a gay time

in camp,




"It was qfter the riot that 4 st 1 to think seriously about
resettleneng;dg; had given it some t ought when the fellows first
started to zo out on beet furloughs around September and Octoberm,
I wanted to go out and be in a Caucasian community but there was
opportunity for resettlement at that time. I suppose I was getiting

T

bored or used to camp life altho I was not conseious of it, Tow
.that I think baeck on it, I suppose this was one of my reasons why I
wanted to go out. At that time I thought I was having a lot of fun

and I didn't know exactly why I wanted to get out of eamp. However,

the rio that I felt that 1L would not gain anything by

staring there and that more and more of these disturbances would

—

r

ﬁapjen.l-;he talk of resettlement started to get strong among the

1

nisei and i was influenced by that. Many of the friends 1 hed were
among the first to leave camp. I heard a lot of stories about nisel
going out and getting good jobs with eterrific high pay. I thought
that I would be able to do the same thing if I teok tﬁe_chznee.
Those $60 a week jobs really looked big to me when I compared it %o
the $16 a month I was making as a secretary for the adult education
department,

"I started to discuss relocation with mome of my other friends
and they all gave me favorable reports. After the registration,
was sure that L wanted to go out definitely. By March my whole
group was talking about resettlement and they were all beginning to
go out. I would have come out a lot sooner but my mother would not
let me. ©GChe kept stressing the point that my dad would be returned
to us at any time and 1 wanted to see him before I left hecause I
didn't kxnow when I would have another chance., I had my application

in at the employment office but I had tc turn down job offers be-




cause of this reason. In April I was offered a Cdidl—serrice job
in the WRA office in Cleveland but T had to turn this down also. ;
Eaiaas 3

i1t was quite a debate in my mind as to whether I should take the

Job or whether I should wait for my father to be returned to us. I

Just couldn't make up my mind SOL: began to talk

about what I should do. He influenced me a great deal, He said
t%at I should take the chance and get out of camp as soon as possi-
ble in spite of anything else. He wanted sll of his office staff
to go out and get a job. I hed quite a time trying to make up my
mind but I finally decided that I should get out of camp before it
was too late. Iy that time most of my friends had already left.,
"In the meantime, my older sister wemt out tc get married so

1 =

thet my mother got used to the idea of part of her femily being
away from her. After that she began to break down a little. She
finally said that she did not care but she thought that dad would
be very disappointed when he came back and found me gone., I wrote
r in the internment camp and 1 told him that I just had

to get out of camp because I couldn't stand it rmuch longer. Ee
wrote back and said that my mother would be very lonesome if I left
but I could do what I thought best. I talked to my cousins and
they all agreed that I should lesve. We had many family discussions
on this and the older persons in the clan were against resettlement
for girls. ‘hey thought tha? it was too dangerous, My mother was
very hesitant in her approval but she finally did give i@:j

"It was a good thing that I already had a job offer or else
my mother never would have allbwed me to eome out. This was arcund

the end of April. She was so worried that I would get harmned and

I tried to tell her that nothing would happen., L told her that a




lot of other girls had left camps and thev all had good jobs and
nothins happened to them, The main thing that ‘made it so urgent
for me to get out of camp was that 1 didn't want to get stiuck there
when all my Ifriends were leaving. 41l the worthwhile people had
already left and I didn't want to be left in camp with a lot of old
people. Another motife at that time was that I really wanted to
continue with my college education but I have given up that dream

"I got my Jub offer, nxauﬁh caqi19%s—wr%ﬁ::¥;—feﬂruseﬁz

wrote a very good recommendation for me., I also wrote to Miss
Main of the Chicago YWCAl  She wrote back and said there was an
opening Ior & secretary at the George Williams Codlege and my name
me right away. “his
At Tirst I wanted to
Minneapolisk where my sister was located. I also had an idea
that I wanted to go to Cleveland because some of my friends were
there. I had no idea that 1l would ever end up in Chicago because
I heard that it was a dirty city and 1 didn't want to stay here.
'When it was definite when I was leaving, I had a sort of re-
action. I got afraid and 1 felt pretty much alone., I didn't know
what the reaction to me would be like. I had a few friends out
here so I finally decided that i1 had better come to Chicago where 1
definite job offer. I didn't realize then that I could get

into the swing of things so quickly and naturally. 'he ecemp ex-

perience didn't hurt mé at all and I just took off from whe re i

left off in Los Angeles.
i "I was quite depressed when I l=ft camp because the train was
J"----u—— L-""

8o dirty. There were so many soldiers and sailors on the train and




. I didn'% know how they would react to me. I soon found that the

soldiers and sailors were the most understanding people of all, I

,"
was feeling a little ill from the train ride and one sailor went to
all the trouble to bring me my dinner;J I never could have gotten
the dining coach by myself because it was crowded with service
s

£
men. § I had to laugh then at my fears because I really was fright-

into

ened and I had built up my imagination to the point where I thought

I would be the viectim of some kind of incident::]It was qompletely

different from anything 1 had anticipated. It was a good thing that
1 did not give way to my fears and turn around and go back to camp.
After the second day on the train I found that it wasn't bad at all

so I felt much better.

s

x "After a few days of grimy travel, I finally

S——

exhausted, 'This was around the first of

1T Az
|

lay, 1943,

that impressed me was the dirty tenements that I saw

iy . . y o 1 =
pulled into the e¢ity. It was a depressing sight and I thouzht that

I would never like Chicago because it was so old and dirty;7 It was

o

even dirtier than what I had expected. ‘hen got into the Loop,

it wasn't quite bad so that my morale picked up a littls.LhThe
people from the scho met me at the station and they were very

kind. They arrasnzed bverything for me so I had no difficulty at

all in getting settled, I stayed in the Georpe—w+iitieasn dormitory i
right on the campus until the 00k over, Now I am at tits

£ (le Wi

~also-8 Colleze dormitory and I have been here since
September (1943), During the summer I was out of town at &he
college summer camp, When I first arrived in Chicago 1 had to go

to the F.B.I. office and fill out some special forms and get an okay,

"When I left for the college summer camp in Wisconsin last




June,’;Rhad to get another special permit to travel out of the
statej\HHy life really begen when 1 went to the codlege camp. I

rts of people and they were all interested in the re-
settlers. Hany of them had known the Japanese people through
mission&ry work so they all came and talked to me. ‘Lhere were a
large number of 'Y' people and they were all friendly and coopera-
tive. <The summer camp reminded me a lot of Manzanar as it was L~
rugged living. However, the atmosphere was much better so that I
enjoyed it immensély. It was such a free and easy 1li and it
seemed to far away from the turmoil of the world. ie all got very
close to each other, living cooperatively like that and I certainly
enjoyed the experience., The Japanese in camp were never cooperative
like that.' Many groups came to stay in this summer camp during
those thfee months 1 was up there. They had about 17 conferences
in all of 'Y* people, cor~ops, church groﬁps, aré-I,0,R. groups,
and 4-H groups. I made a lot of friends every time a new group
came in., It was an experience that I will never forget. This sum=-
mer I am going up there again since the George Williams College is
one of the sponsoring group and all of the office staff go up for

summer,

(;"This cXperience ended in ~eptember and I came back down to

1 moved inteo this girl's college dormitory. I get
swell with them and we do everything together. ‘1hey are
am always being invited out by them. During Xmas
to Green Bay, ‘iisconsin, over the holidays with one of the
girls in the house and I got along wonderfully with aiiamef her

parents and friends. I bunked with my girl friend and we used to

talk practically all night. Her parents even conserved Zas COUDONS
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have the time. I still go out on quite a few dates though. I went

i |

to two nisei dences and T never will go again. It was so disap-
pointing to go back into h a group. I never noticed it so much
in camp bedause I took it for granted, but out here I do really
notice the difference., The fellows still wear drapes and they have
a lot of hair. They congregate in bunches and they y to attract
attention by getting drunk at these dances. I
curlosity and to see who is there.

"My social life was rather intense at first as there
many places to see. I used to go out on dates with niséi fellows
every night of the week but now I have cut it down to only two or
three times a week, I just go around with nisei on week-ends now

1
I

and the rest of the time I go around with the friends I have made

at college. ZEven on week-ends I don't exzetly go ocut on dates with
to see my two nisei girl friends some of the
seems to be cut off Irom the nisei now because of my

]

present activities. ivery night of the week I see the girls at‘the
house and I also see them at school, I have been going out with
them more and more,

"The nisei I know are the ones I knew in camp. I only have
one close nisei girl friend and I $ry.to see her at least once a
week. I usually go to her place when I get a craving for Japanese
food because she is such a good ccok. My other nisei girl friend
lives too far out so I only phone her about three times a week.
Aside Trom that I don't see many nisel except for my dates. I don't
miss them at all because I am having so much fun and my time is
fully oecupied with the people in this house. I have lost o ntact

with meny of my nisel #riends and I haven't had the urge to look




them up.

"Recently a nisei fellow I have been going around with more
than the rest asked me to be enzaged to him, I turned him down_be—
cause I didn't think he was the right fellow for me. I don't think
I like him well enough to leave my job and all my friends to go to
another city. He recently Wwent back east and hWe wants me to go out
there and marry him. I don't think I am prepared for that yet. I
have a chance to meet a better class of people here and I don't
want to give that up yet. In this way I am able to grow up in'ﬂy

ideas and I think it would be such a pity if I threw exgerything up.

o

;%¢- )I will get married eventually but I don't feel like it now as I am

—.

having a good time., I just hate to give it up now when I have so

much, If I felt lost and helpless then I probably would have con-
idered immddiate marriag As 1t is now, I think I am assimilated

quite a bit and I am enjoying the process. Maybe I will even be a

career woman, but I don't thihk so, IFor the next few years 1 think

that I can get married any time so I don't worry about it at all.]

aybe I should get married because I may miss out, but I don't
think so. I guess I am conceited enough tc think that a lot of
fellows still want to chase mnme.

"In spite of my life here wish- which I enjoy very much, I don
like Chicago itself. There aretoo many things here to distract me.
And I don't think I will be able to keep up with this fast tempo of
living permanantly. 4Another thing is that the people around here
do have distincet racial attitudes. There is too muech pre judice
against the Negroes and they can't even move to the other side of
Coltage Grove. 4nother thing is that there are too many slums here

and there is no family living ways at all. A4All I do is go to work

{o—

't




go out on dates and have fun, come home‘and enjoy myself with the
zirls in the house, visit friends occasionally, ete. There is no-
thing constructive about my life at all and I don't think thet I
will be able to do this aX¥l the time. OSooner or later the novelty
will wear aeff and I will have to settle down. I think I'd rather

live in a small town as it is easier to settle down and really be=-

long to the community.
P

L:I know that a lot of Misei think that I am "“fast , and they

- -_—

n't agree with the things that. I do. They think that I am bad
just because I smoke and go out on a lot of dates. I think they
are hurting themselves by being narrow-minded and clinging to their
own groupLj I don't think you have to carry integration as far as
inter-marriage, but you have to draw a line some 9lace._ijftthk
that the nisei should go out into Caucasian society more and they
should be willing to go more than half way, They don't have to likf'
every Caucasian they meet but I think that it is very important
that we should let the publie know that we are individusld’, I don't

/

like to see the congregation of ﬁ&%ei at all, It is in little ways
that integration is accomplished and I don't think the hhsei will
get any place by crying about all their troublesn:]‘-ﬁey just want
to feel sorry for themselves. I hate those shy Aései who are so
timid., They are afraid to say anything at all beecause they think
they are going to get snubbed. It is no wonder that they can make
any Caucasian friends when they don't even make any attempt to go
out. I just can't stand these sort of niseli. They are the ones
who complain most bitterly about how they are.being discriminated

against., I think they will get a lot further if they aseted just

naturel. That is what I do and I have made a lot of friends even




among the sailor boys at the college and they don't think of me as
a Jap., They just think of me as Shiz, the secretary. I think that
this is the way things should be. I know that if all of the niseil
were accepted in this way there would be less prejudice and dis-
ecrimination against them, The only way to do this is to go out
make the effort., I know that a lot of nisei girls think that I
too forward but I don't ecare what they think. I know I am not
doing anything wrong and that is what counts. In fact, I think
am doing the right thing and they are the ones who are hurting
themselves for being hesitant.

"T don't think the nisei out here are assimilating at all.

They just think about making money and that's all., Then a lot of

the fellows only think they are going to be drafted pretty soon so

it's no use. Many of the nisei congregate in the same place Ior a

job and they live together and go around together with other Japan-
eSe kids. They don't have any wide interests at all. I think that
they should make more of an attempt to be friendly with the Cs
sians they work with., The nisei girls are just as

all think of marri=zge now and they worry about it.

see vour nisel friends once in a while, but I don't like 1

T
ne

of having to stick with them all the time because 1t cramps
style., Maybe it would be a different situation i I ‘had %o
alone in my own apartment and I didn't live 1in a place like
where I can make so many friends. In spite of that, I feel
am definitely making some progress,
"My educational plans have gone completely to the bunks now,

My main idea now is to send my brother through and I could not

afford to go even half time because my salary is not so Jarge, I




only zet $110 a month and my room alone costs $18.75, Living ex-
penses are so high that I could not save up anything to go to school
later. Another reason is that my younger sister wants to go to
college also and I will have to help her out. I am going to try

to take one course at the college each semester so that I will have
mome of a background e in social secience. I would like to get a
college degree because it counts so much in getting a job but I

have definitely postponed it. I don't think I will get around to

it now, although I can't say for sure.

"In spite of my active life I do have some leisure time to do
other things. I go to church occssionally and I also do some read-
ing when I have time., I belong to the Literary Guild and I get
books from them. I like to read Header's Digest and Current Lvents
nagathines. I hate movie magaiines because they are rather silly,
but I do like to go to the movies, There are a number of contem=-
porary nagazines like Harper's around the house and college sortiat
I pieck them up once in a while,

"ITtyve read some novels this winter and my taste runs
Tree Grows in Brooklyn', 'Native Songt!, 'The Robe' and 'So Little

I was particularly impressed by 'Native Soné' because it
rave an entirely different picture of the Negroes. I am develop-
uite & taste for books ®ith a theme of soeial problems. In
way I think that I am getting some self-education. In the

>f the time I have left, 1 write a few letters to relatives in
camp and nobody else. I used to write to a lot of nisei but I
don't hawe time anymore. I've lost track of many friends since

they have scattered. My mail hes really decreased, I usually

manage to write Mr, Ferguson a letter to keep him informed on whe

the nisei are doin- out here. I am not able to do very much.of




as I don't have too much contacts with them any more. I don't
listen to the radio much any more and I haven't read the newspapers
for ages.

"At first I tried to keep myself well informed on the progress
of the war but I soon found that I didn't have time for it because
there were solmany other personal things to do. However, if any
article come out about the Japanese problem; I usually clip them,

It is usually the girds in the house who draw my attention to this
topic. I guess they are more aware of the people in camp than I am
because it is so interesting to them. HNow they don t ask me so many
questions about camp life and I am Jjust one of their groupl I go
the movies and theatres quite often with them since they have
good taste eculturally. I usually go to thé‘college basketball games
and ali of the hockey games that I can with my college friends as I

just love sports. n wish I were a hoy se I can participate

in thgm directly instead of watehing.

Z:I have not nsci sly been tryving to break

=

Japanese group. we just seem to be leading a different kind of
out here. It is mostly my present environment that makes the
difference, I go out with &Zsei when they conie over and ask€ me

I don't try to avoid them at all., However, I do feel embarrassed
when I see them on the streets in a group. I don't know why I feel
that way because I know that 1 am no better than they are. At the
same time they try to avoid me too. So I guess all of the hisei do
that. They just get togzether behind locked doors where the Cauca-
sian eyes can't see them. I don't know why they feel so arfraid. I
certdinly am not ashamed of my Japanese blcod, XAt the same time, I

think that it is good for the &4591 to go in bunches like that

-




as they a too conspieuous. |This is the way I look Upen 1t
Most of the young Caucasi: 2llows are . in the Armmy. It does not

o

create such a good impression whe: of nisel boys go oul in &
bunch in publiec to have a good time., They will be resented by the
parents who have boys in the service and you can't blame them for
thgt. I am glad that the draft has come because I think that it
will be good for all of these nisei boys who are running around and
 doing nothing now. DBut I guess I will feel crushed if my brother
gets taken as he is only 17 and he has just started college.‘ How -
ever I do think that it is only right for the nisei boys to be in
the Army now like the rest of the Amedican kids. A Caucasian
mother who has had a son killed in the war wouldn't feel so good if
she saw a lot of nisei énjoying an unrestricted civilian life., A
lot of the nisei say that they have suffered enough by the evacua-
tion and they don't think they should be drafted. However, I dont't
think that this is any way to look at it at present because they
are in no position to say anything since they are all moreorless on
& spot. Being in the Army would eliminate a lot of the suspieion.
"I think that I em enjoying myself and having a lot of fun,
but to be really truthful ebout it, T am not satisfied with my pre-
sent life. I don't know why because everything around me is so
congenial and pleaaant., One thing is that I don't think that I
could get any more advancements in my job and the only compensation
is that I do get to meet a lot of interesting people. 1 ean't do
that all my life though and I will have to lead a more stable life

sooner or later or @kse I may becoms just as dissatisfied and rest-

less as the other nisei out here. I still don't have my citizenship

and that causes me some worry now and then. I know I would feel




much safer is I did have citizenship like the nisei. ZLven then,
there is still that feeling of uncertainty bgcause I heard that
there is a law in Uongress #sking to take away citizenship from
nisel and deport them., ''hat certainly is the silliest# thing I have
ever heard of. I think that it is those people in California #m
who were so much against us, they don't know what they are doing.
"I don't know exactly what my ambition for the future are.
Sometines 1 think I should zo into group work and have a career like
some -of the girls I know at college. At other times I think majpbe
I ought to get married and forget it all. I really don't know what
I want and I change my idea from dsy to day. I don't show it at
all to my friends because they ar so gay that L have to be like
them, I'm not saying that I don't enjoy this life because I really
do, But there is that somsthing in the back of my mind which makes
me wonder about the future now and then, I've given up the idea of
getting a college degree for the time being so% that I don't have
that to hang on to. I just hate to think about the future because
it is so mixed up and I don't think that anybody knows what is
happen. Maybe if all the nisei boys get drafted I will get

ried and I will be a soldier's wife. 'hen maybe I can get my

aAmerican citizenship @nd peonle won t be able to say that I am

loyal to this country. All soldiers will wonder about théir future

So everybody will be in the same boat then.

"I guess this is only a dream. Once in a while I sit in the
office and I imagine all sorts of a wonderful future for myself
where everything turns out right. But these day dreams don't last
very long and I wake up suddenly and find that I am in the same ro-

sition as before. I try not to weorry about it at all and I even




try to push these thoughts out of my mind because if you think
about them too much you may go orazy. I just want to live a normal
life. Tor the time being, I still want to stay in my present
as i1t is such a good atmesphere. ''he only thing is tha
ever want to live in Chieago permanently and bring up my kids here.
een talking about marriage and kids and that is exactly
thing I dislike about the nisei because the nisei fellows think
too much about girl problems and the nisel girls think too much
about the fellows. Thers are so many other thir- interesting things
to do. I think the nisei are missing so much out of life by limit-
ing themselves to the little world they knew before. At the same
time I realize I don't know my own mind completely and I have no
definite plans for the future. I guess I am just as rattle-brain
as the rest of them altho I tend to think I am making more progress,
"I don't know what will happen to my femily. Resetilement
my parents is not an immediate possibility. My younger sister,
is going out to Minneapolis next week to Jjoin my married sister and
my brother is out in college now ;o that leaves only my pirents in
camp, L would like to get them out but I don't know how I could
possibly support them. My older sister could not help out much as
she is having a baby soon and I couldn't carry the full load by
myself. 1That is really what gets me down as 1 feel so helpless.
All 1 can do now is to go visit them once in a while when I get a

vacation, ZEven that is not possible now because Manzanar 1s in

california and I can't go there. 4nother important reason is that

it takes such a long time to meke a trip like this. I never intend
to ask my parents for any money again as they have done enough for

ne.
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"My father is too okd to start out all over again and I cer-

ainly would not expect him to come out and do physical labor. IHe

used tc have two stores but it would be too hard for him to start

all over again in that line. Uy dad would like to join his children

but lately he has changed his mind, He fesls that he would be too
much of a burden at present. 1 don't think my parents would want
to resettle anyway because they have heard so many Iumors that it

is so lonesome for issei to come out. If all of us kids were

gether then 1 am sure my par nts would want to come out. £:]

pretty scattered rizht now. Hecently mj dad heard that 1 was

ning wild in Chicago and he sent a message with an issel who re-

settled here and he told me to behave myself. Lumors ecertainly do
they get all distorted. <The issel who brought the
me told me that all of the people in cemp believed that
were rugning wild and having all sorts of affairs and
everything. They are worried because they are not herec to look

Y

after their children. 1 think it is a good thing for the nisei to

be ocut on their own because they have to learn to depend on them-

selves sooner or later. ''he issei are not in any position to ask

the nisei to depend on them. In ¢ w years it will be the niseil
who will have to support their par because the government will

1pport them all the time.

know what 1L am gol & To sfter the vwa I certainly

baek to California, that's a cinech. e oWn our
beck there and maybe my Tfolks could retire

income and we kids eould stay out here and help them cut

e

meney o

by sending them some mmeey each month. My dad wants to see =y mar-

ried and settled, but I told him that I was not ready for it-yet.

I just can't think of myself being married and yet I am so une




.' settled. I have to know my own mind first, and that looks like it

will taeke a little while yet. I realize that I am not fully mature
s%ill have to think of my family too. Maybe my par=nts
back to Japan after they see the kids settled down but I
Know.
wish that the war would hurry up and come
of leading on to complete destruction.
will be accomplished by golng back 1o
There has to be some new
the world can have economie security
end racisl differences, America has
the moves she did. i vercrowded and
she just had to expand some place and all of the execlusion laws of
the various countries forced her to ge towards China, Japan can't
exactly be blemed for thet sinece some of the fault lies in America
England. They should give Japen a fair chance to live like the
other nations. I think the United States should abolish the exelu-
sion act so that Japan would have a fair means of expansion. IT
these reforms are not masde, the war would have been fought in wvain
and it will be a lot of lives sascrificed for nothing. I think there
is some hope for the-repa: pepeal of the exclusion act eventually as
i1t was repealed against the Chinese recently,

"I don't expect discrimination and prejudice against the Japan=~
to end right away. 'This 1s directed against other people too.
process of liberalization through education will not come about
another 285 or ¢ TEeaT Jemoeracy certainly isn't being praec-
>d now because of the political issues. These political groups

=1

backed by selfish people who do not consider the masses., II




democracy were in practice, then why do the Negroes have %o sit in
Jim Crow cars, and why can't the Japanese live in galifornia? Now-

& teacher in the public schools can't even be liberal in the

and express privete opinions or else they would lose their

1~

In this area @lonek Negroes can't live in the Hyde Park dis-
hey just can't break over Cottage Grove Ave, That
housing is so overcrowded in the Negro district.
g prejudice against the Jews too. I know some “egro and
students at the college and I think that %k we are i
situation in this city than they
down like the Negroes, then they
| -
LﬁjI think that the future will be up
To get established now and try their best at their Job so th;t
they will not lose them after the war. The ﬂ{sei may complain about

-

not getting the best jobs out here but I think they ar: better off
than in Galifornia.#\I know that in Los angeles the Japanese only
got to be domestic workers, fruit stand workers and the rest were

students. The college graduates didn't even have a chance. Now

most of the nisei are getting all kinds of chances of different

- "l b - 0 =B /
types of work and I can't believe that all of this is going to b C'b“&
/P-r""‘-. v

e

——TTT iy
r - - 2 " - 4 s . . -ﬁ@“
wiped out just as soon as the war is over./ I guess 1t is going to

( even
h . - f,hl' +hen th 21 Mavb the Japs o W & W 11/@. %
ne struggle them ough, Maybe the Japanese nhere will/ge
pushed basek into the Japanese communities like before. I certainly

happens. The Japanese out here should make

hope that this never
every effort to prevent that instead of drifting into it like they
are now.

for the people in cemp. It scares me bscsuce I

think in terms of my own parants. You can't expect the old peopnle




L

to come out all of a sudden and start out like the young people,
At the same time they don't have very much to go baek to in Cali-
I heard over the radio yesterday (Feb., 17) that the de-
Interior was doing to take over the menegement of the
camp from the WRA. Gee, these camps will become an Indian reser=-
vation now. If that is the case, the government will have to put
up better barracks as those building they have not won't last much
feel sorry for the people who are left, especially the
Maybe the issei won't mind it too muech if they have to

but I think that everyone will rot and that is pretty

can do now is to try and live a happy life. I think
possible ewen in times like this, Maybe all of the en-
Joyment that I am havines now is only superficial. Maybe it is only
an escape like what the other nisei tend to be doing. I know that
a lot of things bother me and I just don't know the answer to then.
It hurts me even to think about it so that is the reason why I tend
go into other activities. I think that as long I
balence on life that things will turn out for the
worry-tOO much about my own adjustments because I
think that the prospedts are fairly good. However, it does make me
more conscious of it when I contrast it with the life of the other
nisei. They all seem to be so discouraged and I think that this is
too bad because they are only starting out here and the reel tough

part is still ahead of them,







