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E v ac uat i o n and Res et t l ement  St udy , 
J une 3, 1943. DST . 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTL ERS 

Dat e of  i n t er v i ew . I n t e r v i ewer  

1 . Name at. 2. S e x , K © 3 . Mar r i ed s t a t . M ^D W 0 
4 . P r es ent  addr es s 11 T" - ; � -  v - .. � � . t

 1 . . . 
5 . L at er  addr es s es Dat e 

6 . B i r t h p l ac e J . 7 . B i r t h da t e r ; 
8 . A l i en or  c i t i z e n " 9 . N i s e i , K i b e i  or  I s s e i  
10 . Addr es s es bet ween" De c . 1 , 1941 and ev ac uat i o n 

( a ) Lc x>t  1 Dat e 
(b ) 
( c ) 

<d) 
( e ) " 

11. As s embl y Cent er  ��!�.. Dat e 1" 

12 . Re l o c a t i o n Cent er  ___ ' Dat e 

13. Addr es s es bet ween t i me of  l ea v i n g Re l o c a t i o n Cent er  and p r es en t  
( a ) p. � 1 1 : Co l l  � f  01:; c-  .o Dat e -  -  7 i  q..- .; 

( b ) 2 §   ̂ , :: = 

( c ) 
14. Per s ons l i v i n g i n ho us eho l d on De c . l , 1941. R e l a t i o n s h i p t o Re-

( a ) 1 " L- ooI-  s e t t l e r  
( b ) ' uTco 
( c ) 
( d ) 
( e ) 
( f ) I  

<s)  
( h ) 

(*�) z z z z 
(3 ) 
( k ) 
(1) 
( m) 

15. Per s ons l i v i n g i n h o us eh o l d on ev ac . day R e l a t i o n s h i p t o Re-
( I f  same as 14, en t er  s y mb o l , e . g . 1 4 ( a ) . ) s e t t l e r  

( a ) . 
( b ) 
( c ) 
( d ) 
( e ) 

( f ) 

( g ) 
( h ) 
( i ) 
( j ) 

( k ) 
(1) 



SCHEDULE POR I NDI V I DUAL RESETTL ERS 
Occupa-
t i o n Dec 
1. 1941 

Gr ade compi  
Ame r . s c h o o l  

E d u c . i n 
J apan 

15. c o nt i nued 
A ere Sex 

R e l i g 
A f f i l  B i r t h p l ac e  

16. I f  i mmedi at e f ami l y ( p a r en t s , s i b l i n g s , c h i l d r en or  s po us e) 
wer e no t  i n c l u ded i n h o us eh o l d gr o up i n 15, bec aus e o f  d i f f e r -
ent  r es i den c e or  bec aus e dec eas ed , gi v e d e t a i l s r ega r d i n g t hem) 

R e l a t i o n s h i p Res i denc e Age 
Name t o r e s e t t l e r  ( i f  dec eas ed ( i f  d e c . Sex Mar . 

wr i t e "d e c . " age at  deat h] St at  

c o nt i nued 
E duc . Oc c upat i o n 
i n J apan De c . 1 , 1 9 4 1 

( f o r  d e c . l a s t  
o c c up at i o n ) 

Gr ade compi  
Amer . s c h o o l  B i r t h p l a c e 

What  member s o f  ho us eho l d and i mmedi at e f ami l y ev ac uat ed t o 
get her  t o As s embl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone ( g i v e symbol s us ed 
i n 15 and 1 6 ) . 

18 . Compos i t i on o f  ho us eho l d i n As s embl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (Gi v e 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16; i f  o t h er s , g i v e s ex , a g e , r e l a t i o n s h i p ) 
Upon a r r i v a l : � 



SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTL ERS. page 3 . 

18. c o n t i nued -
J us t  be f o r e depar t u r e t o As s embl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone 

19. Compos i t i on o f  ho us eho l d i n Re l o c at i o n P r o j ec t  (Gi v e s y mbo l s ; 
i f  o t h er s , g i v e s ex , age , r e l a t i o n s h i p ) . 
Upon a r r i v a l : 

~ " • e r  n ,T;i  ]  -  T. 1 

J us t  b e f o r e l eav i ng P r o j e c t : 

i  t c 

20 . Compos i t i on o f  ho us eho l d i n Ch i c ago at  dat e of  i n t e r v i ew: 
(Gi v e s y mbo l s ; i f  o t h er s , g i v e d e t a i l s ) 

( a ) 
(b) ' 
(c )" 
(d)-
(e)" 

( f ) ' 

Name 
R e l a t i o n s h i p 
t o r e s e t t l e r  

Res i denc e 
( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e " d e c . " 

Age 
( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h Sex 

Mar . 
S t a t . 

Oc c upat i o n 

(a)" 
(b) ' 
( c ) ' 
(d) ' 
(©)" 

( f ) 

B i r t h p l ac e 
Gr ade c ompl et ed 
Amer i c an s c ho o l  

E d u c . 
i n J apan 

( f o r  d o c . l a s t  
o c c up at i o n ) R e l i g i o n 

by symbol  and d a t es . Gi v e d e t a i l s f o r  new ho us eho l ds or  en t r i es 
Re l a t i o n -  Res i denc e Age 

Dat e Name 
s h i p t o 
r e s e t t l e r  

( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e " d e c . " 

( i f  d e c . 
age at  deat h ) Sex 

Mar . 
S t a t . 

( a j  
(b)" 
(c )" 
(d)" 
(e)" 
( f ) ' 



c o nt i n 

Dat e 

ned -

Name 

Re l a t i o n -
s h i p t o 
r e s e t t l e r  

Res i denc e 
( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e " d e c . " 

Age 
( i f  d e c . 
age at  deat h ) Sex 

Mar . 
S t a t . 

(g) . 
(h) 
( i ) ' 

( j ) : 
(k ) 
(1) 
(m)" 

21 . c o nt i nued -

B i r t h p l ac e 
Gr ade c o mp i . 
Amer  . s c h o o l  

E du c . 
i n J apan 

De c . 1 , 1911 
( f o r  d e c . l a s t  
o c c u p a t i o n ) R e l i g i o n 

( a ) 
(b r  
(c)~ 
(d) " 
(e) " 
( f ) " 

<g>: 
( h ) 
( i r  

( k ) 
(1)-
(m)" 

E l ement ar y s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Dat es Gr ade c o mpl et ed 

1 Lc - ; . 

Gr ammar  s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Dat es Gr ade c o mpl et ed 

Hi gh s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Dat es Gr ade c o mpl et ed 
1 Qr z 

Co l l eg es , u n i v e r s i t i e s and v o c a t i o n a l  
s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Dat es 

Gr ade 
c ompl et ed Degr ec 

TT i " -  r;,� 
1 V 

s c h o o l , l o c a t i o n Dat es 

_ — 1 
"i r » rj  r  p 

J  a. ' c >anese h i  h sc hool  



f o r  t er -
mi nâ t  i on 

Dat es 
Pr om To Mat ur e o f  j ob Type o f  i ndus t r y L o c at i o n wages 

i o n 

OCG 

24 . P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s 
Dat es j Vot ed i n what  e l ec t i o n s F o r  what  par t y 
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22 . Oc c up at i o na l  h i s t o r y ( beg i n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . No t e per i o ds o f  
unempl oyment  by en t er i ng dat es c o n t i nuo us l y and wr i t i n g 
"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o c over  s uc h p e r i o d s . I nc l ude empl oy-
ment  i n As s embl y Cent er  and Re l o c a t i o n P r o j ec t  and c o nt i nue 
wi t h empl oyment  s i nc e r e s e t t l i n g . 

Reas on 



CH 26. Sak ae Hl r o o k a WRA F or m 26 104 , 972 

2 . Manzanar  5 / 1 6 / 4 2 
3 . Manzanar  5 / 1 6 / 4 2 
4 . 3121 Eas t  T h i r d S t r e e t , L os An ge l es , C a l i f . 

225 So . Hewi t t  S t r e e t , Los A n g e l es , C a l i f , ( t emp y . ) 
5 . Hl r ooka- , Sh i n i c h i  J apan 

K o t a n i , Hat s uy o J apan 
5a . 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Br eed S t . , Los A n g e l es , C a l i f . 9 / 27 t o 6 / 33 

J u n i o r  h i g h , Ho l l en b ec k , Los Ange l es 9 / 33 t o 6 / 36 
Hi gh s c h o o l , R o o s ev e l t , Los Ange l es 9 / 36 t o 6 / 39 
C o l l e g e . L os Angel es C i t y Co l l ege l / 4 0 t o 1 / 42 
U . C . L . A . 1 / 39 t o 1 / 40 
Moder n Sc hoo l  o f  F as h i o n , L . A . , 1937 t o 1940 Gr aduat e 

7a . Maj o r : Sho r t hand ( Co l l ege ) 
Degr ee : As s o c i a t e of  Ar t s ( Co l l eg e ) 

8 . Kuba Mac h i , Sa i k i  g u n , Hi r o s h i ma , J a p a n , 7 / 2 1 t o 12 / 21 
I B . 60 106 l b s . 
13 . No maj o r  d e f ec t s 
18. S i n g l e 
19. Daught er  
20 . 7 / 7 / 2 1 
23. Y es 
24. Co l l ege 2 
25. Speak s J apanes e 
27. Bo o k k eeper  
27a . Seams t r es s 
28 / 1939 t o 1942 Bo o k k eep er . F a t h e r ' s h e l p e r . R e t a i l  P r oduc e Mk t . L . 

10/ 41 t o 11 / 41 T y p i s t  ' St eams h i p T i c k e t  o f f i c e , L . A . 
4 / 40 t o 5 / 40 Sa l es g i r l  I n d i v i d u a l  f l o r i s t  s ho p, Gl enda l e 

29. S k i l l s : Sewi ng , t y p i n g , addi ng- mac hi ne o per at o r  
Sho r t hand , mi meo gr aph, c ompt omet er , and d i c t apho ne o per at o r  
Ho bb i es : Sp o r t s , d a n c i n g , s ewi n g , mu s i c . O. P . Sec r e t a r y 

30. P r o t es t an t  ( P r es b y t e r i an ) 

Sa k a e ' s mo t her , Hat s uy o Hi r o o k a 

2 . s ame 
3 . same 
4 . same 
5 . K o t a n i , S e i j i r o , J apan 

Seb a t o , Tome J apan 
5a . 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Ha t s u k a i c h i - k o t o , J apan 

Br eed S t . S c h o o l � E n g l i s h c l as s (L os An ge l es ) 3 / 40 t o 6 / 40 
7 a . � 
8 . Kuba mac h i , Sa i k i  gu n , Hi r o s h i ma , J a p . l / S l  t o 8 / l 3 

» » » " 12/ 20 t o 12 / 21 

12. 57 115 l b s . 
13. E y es i gh t  c o r r ec t ed by g l as s es 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Head 
20. 1 / 1 3 / 9 1 
2 3 . No 
24. E l ement ar y 8 
25. Speak s E n g l i s h 
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27. Mai d- ho t el  
27a . Seams t r es s 
28 . 1913- Dat e Ho us ewi f e 

1926 t o 1929 He l p er  o f  hus band I ndependent  Ho t e l , L . A . 
Car et ak er  of  r ooms 

1921 t o 1925 Hel per  o f  hus band F r u i t  and V e g . S t o r e , L . A . 
i n f r u i t  and v eg . 
s t o r e 

29. S k i l l s : Sewi ng 
Ho bb i es : C r o c h e t i n g , s ewi n g , t heat r e ( p l ay s and mot i on p i c t u r e s ) 

50 . P r o t es t an t  ( P r es b y t e r i a n ) 

Sa k a e ' s s i s t e r . L i t z R l t s u k o Hi r o o k a 

2 . same 
3 . s ame 
4 . same 
5 . Hi r o o k a , Sh i n i c h i  J apan 

K o t a n i , Hat s uy o J apan 
5a . 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Amel i a S t . , Los A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 2 / 21 t o 2 / 29 

Hi gh s c h o o l , Abr aham L i n c o l n , L . A . 2 / 29 t o 6 / 33 
Co l l ege , Hi r o s h i ma So ut h Met ho d i s t  C o l l . f o r  Women 3/ 34 t o 3/ 37 
Ma j o r - d r a f t i n g ( T r ade Sc h o o l ) 
P a c i f i c Sewi ng Sc h o o l , L . A . , 9 / 3 7 / t o 8 / 38 
F r ank Wi gg i ns T r ade Sc h o o l , L . A . , 9 / 4 1 t o 12 / 41 

7a . Maj o r : E ng l i s h - J apanes e t r an s l a t i o n ( Co l l eg e ) 
Maj o r : Bo o k k eep i ng ( Hi gh ) 
Maj o r : Dr es s mak i ng (Sewi ng s c ho o l ) 

8a . Hi r o s h i ma, J apan 12/ 20 t o 12 / 21 
" " 8 / 33 t o 5 / 37 

12. 6 0 |  102 l b s . 
13. No maj o r  d e f ec t s 
18 . S i n g l e 
19. Daught er  
20 . 10 / 25 / 14 
23. No 
24. C o l l . 3 ( J ap an ) 
27 . Bo o k k eeper  
27a . 
28 . 1 / 42 t o 3 / 42 I n t e r p r e t e r - t r an s l a t e r  U . S . I mmi gr at i o n and 

Na t u r a l i z a t i o n Se r v i c e , L . A . 
4 / 40 t o 12 / 41 Ge n . Se c y . (Rec ept i o n-  St eams h i p t i c k e t  o f f i c e , L . A . 

i s t , t y p i s t , bo o k k eeper ) 
6/ 37 t o 4 / 4 0 Bo o k k eeper  R e t a i l  f r u i t  and v eget ab l e 

s uper - mar k et , L . A . 
29 . S k i l l s : Sewi ng and need l ewo r k 

Ho bb i es : Cr o c h et i ng , k n i t t i n g , embr o i der i n g , r ea d i n g , mus i c 
30 . P r o t es t ant  ( P r es b y t e r i a n ) 
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S a k a e ' s s i s t e r , Y u r i y e Hi r o o k a 

2 . s ame 
3 . same 
4 . same 
5 . same 
5a . 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Br eed S t . , Los A n g e l es , C a l i f . 9 / 3 8 t o 6 / 34 

J u n i o r  Hi g h , Ho l l en b ec k , L . Ä . , 9 / 34 t o 6 / 37 
Hi gh s c h o o l , R o o s ev e l t , L . A . , 9 / 37 t o 6 / 4 0 
Co l l e g e , U n i v . o f  C a l i f . , B e r k e l e y , 9 / 4 0 t o 6 / 41 
Un i v e r s i t y of  So ut her n C a l i f . 9 / 4 1 t o 4 / 42 

7a . Rec e i v ed Ho no r abl e Me n t i o n � Hi g h 
Ma j o r : Phar mac y 
E x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v . P har mac eut i c a l  So c i e t y 
Hono r s : L i f e Member s hi p C . S . P . V a l ed i c t o r i a n h i gh 

8 . None 
12. 63 113 l b s . 
13. E y es i gh t  c o r r ec t ed by g l a s s es 
18. S i n g l e 
19. Daught er  
20 . 3 / 2 8 / 2 3 
23. Y es 
24 . Co l l ege 2 
25. Speak s J apanes e and F r en c h 
27. T ec h n i c a l  
27a . P har mac i s t  
28 . None - -  St udent  
29. S k i l l s : Need l ewo r k , p i ano 

Ho bb i es : Need l ewo r k , r e a d i n g , mus i c 
30 . P r o t es t an t  ( P r es b y t e r i a n ) 

Sak ae»s b r o t h e r , J ui c- hi r o Geor ge Hi r o o k a 

2 . s ame 
3 . same 
4 . same 
5 . same 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Br eed S t . , L os A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 9 / 31 t o 6/ 37 

J u n i o r  h i g h , Ho l l en bec k , L . A . , 9 / 37 t o 6 / 40 
Hi gh s c h o o l , R o o s ev e l t , L . A . , 9 / 4 0 t o 4 / 42 

7a . Maj or - - Academi c 
Member  o f  Honor  So c i e t y 

8 . None 
12. 63 117 l b s . 
13 . No maj o r  de f ec t s 
18. S i n g l e 
19. Son 
20. 3 / 1 0 / 2 5 
23. Y es 
24. Hi gh 3 
25 . Speak s J apanes e 
27. - - -  27a . - - -
28 . St udent  
29. S k i l l s : None Ho bb i es : Sp o r t s , s wi mmi ng, mus i c 
30 . P r o t es t an t  ( P r es b y t e r i an ) 



E v ac uat i o n & Res et t l ement  St udy 
Char l es I Ci kuohi  
Ch i c ago , I l l i n o i s 
F eb . 21, 1944 

Cl i - 26 Sh i z uk o Hat  t o r i  ( p s eud. ) 

Sh i z u k o Ha t t o r i , 22, J apan- bo r n, 
has been i n Ch i c ago s i nc e May , 1945. 
Sh i z uk o appear s t o be a we l l  ad j u s t ed 
y o ung g i r l . She has made d e f i n i t e 
p r o gr es s i n h er  ad j us t ment  p r o c es s . 
I n s p i t e o f  t h a t , t he i n t e r v i ews 
br ought  out  r a t h er  c l ea r l y t hat  t he 
same gen er a l  pr obl ems wh i c h f ac e t he 
o t her  r e s e t t i e r s a l s o wo r r y h e r . She 
h ' s at t empt ed t o es c ape f r om t hes e 
t h i ngs by l ea d i n g an i n t ens e s o c i a l  
l i f e wi t h o u t  c ompl et e s u c c es s . I t  i s 
p o s s i b l e t hat  Sh i z uk o wi l l  be one o f  
t he f ew r e s e t t l e r s t o make s u i t ab l e 
ad j us t ment s t o t he l i f e out  her e wi t h 
a mi ni mum o f  e f f o r t  bec aus e o f  her  
ex c ep t i o n a l  p e r s o n a l i t y . I 'he i n t er -
v i ews wer e c o nduc t ed f r om J an . 23 t o 
F eb . 17, l n 4 4 a l t ho ugh c aus a l  c o n t ac t s 
had been made - i t h Sh i z uk o s i nc e 
Nov ember , 1943. 



CH- 26 

Sh i z u k o Ha t t o r i  i s a J apan- bo r n s i n g l e g i r l , age 22, who was 

br ought  t o t h i s c o unt r y when she was o n l y a f ew mont hs o l d . She 

was bor n on J u l y 7, 1921, and s he has l i v e d most  o f  her  l i f e i n 

L os A n g e l e s , C a l i f o r n i a . Sh i z u k o i s t he s ec ond o l des t  o f  a f ami l y 

o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n . Her  f a t h e r , S h i n i c h i , i s 58 y ear s o l d , and he 

r ec e i v ed a h i g h s c ho o l  edu c at i o n i n J ap an . He was o p er a t i n g h i s 

own f ood mar k et  p r i o r  t o t he war . The mo t her , E a t s uk o , i s 52, and 

she r ec e i v ed an e l ement ar y edu c a t i o n i n J apan and was a h o us ewi f e 

p r i o r  t o t he war . The par en t s do not  hav e any r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a -

t i o n . 

The o l des t  dau gh t e r , B i t s u k o , 28, was bor n i n t he Un i t ed 

S t a t e s , but  a f t e r  g r adu a t i o n f r om h i g h s c ho o l  she went  t o J apan t o 

r ec e i v e a c o l l ege ed u c a t i o n i n one o f  t he Ch r i s t i a n e e i i e mi s s i o n -

ar y s c ho o l  t h e r e . I r or  a s ho r t  t i me bef o r e t he war  s he was em-

p l o y ed as an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  t he F . B . I . Sh i z uk o was bor n i n J apan 

du r i ng t he t i me h e r  mo t her  was on a v i s i t  t her e and she i s t he 

o nl y ene c h i l d i n t he f ami l y who does not  hav e Amer i c an c i t i z en -

s h i p . Her  c o l l ege ed u c a t i o n was i n t e r r r u p t ed due t o t he evac ua-

t i o n wh i l e she was a j u n i o r  at  t ho Un i v e r c i t y nf  ual i f o r n i u . i n 

L o s A n g e l e s . Her  y o unger  s i s t e r , 20, was a l s o a c o l l ege s t udent  

at  t he t i me o f  ev ac u a t i o n . Geo r ge, t he y o unges t  c h i l d , 18, i s a 

r ec ent  gr aduat e o f  h i g h s c ho o l  and he i s now a t t en d i n g c o l l eg e . 

Sh i z u k o T s edu c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y i s as f o l l o ws : Br eed el e 

Br eed el ement ar y s c h o o l , L os A n g e l e s , 1927- 33, s i x t h gr ade 

c o mp l et ed. 

Ho l l enbec k j u n i o r  h i g h , L o s A n g e l es , 1933- 36, n i n t h gr ade 

c o mpl et ed. 

Ro o s ev el t  h i g h , L os A n g e l e s , 1936- 3? , t we l f t h gr ade c o mpl et ed. 

U . C . L . A . , 1939- 40, 12t h gr ade c o mp l et ed. 
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L . A . C i t y Co l l eg e , 1940- 42, 14t h y ear  c ompl et ed 

Sh i z u k o a l s o a t t en ded t he Raf u Da i - i c h i  Gak uen ( J apanes e 

l anguage s c ho o l ) f r om 1927- 59 and s he gr aduat ed f r om t he J apanes e 

h i gh s c ho o l  wi t h ho no r s . Sh i z u k o has had l i mi t ed wo r k e x p e r i e n c e . 

P r i o r  t o t he war  s he he l ped h er  f a t h e r  keep bo o k s i n h i s s t o r e . 

The f ami l y w: s ev ac uat ed t o Han z an a r , i ft - Maa? exc ept  f o r  t he f a t h er  

who was i n t er ned i n Mar c h , 1942. He was r e t u r ned t o t he f ami l y i n 

J u l y , 1942. The o l des t  dau gh t e r , K i t s u k o , was t he f i r s t  t o l eav e 

t he f ami l y i n A p r i l , 1945, t o go out  and get  mar r i ed . At  t he 

p r es ent  t i me s he i s i n Mi n n eap o l i s and ex p ec t i n g a c h i l d . S i i z u k o 

wor k ea i n t he c ens us o f f i c e i n Maz aaar  as a s ec r e t a r y f r om May 

u n t i l  au gu s t , 1942. She t hen wo r k ed as a s ec r e t a r y i n t he adu l t  

educ at i o n depar t  Lent  u n t i l  A p r i l , 1943, when she r e l o c a t e d , S i nc e 

; "ay Sh i z u k o has been empl oyed as a s ec r et a r y f o r  t he Geor ge 

Wi l l i ams c o l l ege i n Ch i c ago . She r e c e i v e s a s a l a r y o f  $110 a 

mont h p l us o c c as i o n a l  mea l s . She l i v e s i n t he c o l l ege dor m and 

she pay s $1 8 . 5 0 a mont h r e n t . 

Sh i z uk o i s about  5 f ee t  2 i nc hes i n h e i g h t , a l i t t l e pl ump  ̂

but  ex t r  mel y a t t r a c t i v e . She has a v er y p l ea s i n g p e r s o n a l i t y and 

she i s qu i t e agg r es s i v e i n manner i s ms . She has made many f r i e n d s 

due t o h er  c o nnec t i o n at  t he c o l l ege and at  t he do r mi t o r y i n wh i c h 

she i s l i v i n g . Many o f  her  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ar e i n c o nnec t i o n 

wi t h t hes e g r o up s . At  t he same t i me Sh i z uk o l eads an ext r eme l i f e 

o f  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s among t he n i s e i , ¿'or  a wh i l e she was go i ng 

out  on dat es s ev en n i g h t s a week . At  p r es ent  she has c ut  i t  down 

t o t he week - ends a l t h o she goes g 0 0 u t  wi t h her  g i r l  f r i e n d s at  

t he c o l l ege do r mi t o r y du r i n g t he week . Rec en t l y she r ec e i v ed a 

p r o p o s a l  but  s he i s not  s ur e o f  her  own mi nd y et  and she r ee l s 

t hat  she i s hav i ng t oo much f un t o g i v e i t  up f o r  mar r i age at  t he 



p r es en t  t i me. 

She ap p ear s t o be f a i r l y we l l  i n t egr a t ed i nt o t he l i f e s he i s 

l ea d i n g al t h'o i n moment s o f  s er i o us t h i n k i n g she f r a n k l y admi t s 

t hat  s he i s not  s a t i s f i e d wi t h h e r  p r es ent  l i f e . She has c o n f l i c t -

i ng a t t i t u d e s abo ut  t he war . She s t r o n g l y d es i r e s t hat  i t  wi l l  end 

i n a s t a l emat e s i nc e s he has d e f i n i t e s y mpat h i es t owar d t he J apan-

es e peo p l e .  ̂ l a r ge par t  o f  t h i s i s due t o t he f ac t  t hat  she does 

not  have Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p . T h i s i s not  a s er i o us i s s ue wi t h 

her  ac c o r d i ng t o h er  s t o r y and she f e e l s t hat  she i s mor e Amer i -

c an i z ed t han mos t  n i s e i . I n many r es p ec t s t h i s i s t r u e , s i nc e she 

i s not  t oo c o ns c i o us o f  t he p o l i t i c a l  p r o bl ems of  t h i s c o unt r y . 

: o s t  of  her  ener gy i s s pent  i n f u l f i l l i n g her  r ound o f  s o c i a l  ac t -

i v i t i e s . Ho wev er , she does des i r e t o have Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p so 

^  ̂ t hat  her  s t a t us wo u l d be c l e a r . She f e &l s t hat  she i s l o y a l  t o 

t h i s c ount r y as she c e r t a i n l y wo ul d not  want  Amer i c a t o be beat en 

i n t he p r es en t  war . 

A mor e c ompl et e p i c t u r e o f  her  l i f e wi l l  be o bt a i ned f r om her  

own l i f e s t o r y as f o l l o ws ( The s t o r y was o bt a i ned t hr ough b r i e f  

i n t er v i ews du r i ng t he pas t  t wo and a h a l f  mo nt hs . I t  has been 

d i f f i c u l t  t o s c hedu l e d e f i n i t e ho ur s f o r  i n t e r v i ews bec aus e o f  her  

y j  ^ J  c o n f l i c t i n g s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s . ) : 

|  "L i k e many o f  t he J apanes e i mmi gr ant  ̂ my dad f i r s t  l e f t  J apan 

f o r  Hawai i  i n o r  er  t o make some money . He was o n l y 16 y ear s o l d 

at  t hat  t i me. A f t e r  wo r k i ng f o r  a f ew y ear s among t he gan gSi n t he 

s ugar  p l a n t a t i o n , he dec i ded t o come on t o t he I n i t e d S t a t e s J  A 

l o t  o f  J apanes e wer e comi ng on t o C a l i f o r n i a as t hey had hear d o f  

r umor s o f  t he g r ea t e r  weal t h t hey c o u l d make t h e r e . Q:!y dad a i d 

not  i n t end t o s t a y per manent l y but  t he y ear s pas s ed on. He has 

been ŷ- esr  about  40 y ear s |  but  he nev er  i n t ended t o r et u r n al t hdMt i e 
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r et u r ned f o r  b u s i n es s r ea s o n s . 

( j J as f a r  as I  can r emember , my dad has a l way s been f a i r l y 

br oad mi nded i n r e a r i n g h i s f a mi l y . Of  c o u r s e , he has o l d J apan-

es e i deas t o o T l  Mos t  o f  t he i s s e i  hav e t hem and .e d i d n ' t  t h i n k t oo 

much about  t hem bec aus e i t  was an ac c ep t ed par t  o f  our  l i v e s . V7e-

wer e a l l  y o ung and we d i d n ' t  know any d i f f e r e n t . j r h e s e o l d peo p l e 

comi ng o v er  f r om J apan c o u l d not  c hange o v er  e n t i r e l y t o Amer i c an 

ways bec aus e t hey d i d hav e a l o t  o f  t he J apanes e c u l t u r e i n t hem. 

I t  wa s n ' t  a l l  bad l i k e you h ear  no waday s . P eo p l e o nl y p i c k out  

t he wo r s t  par t s o f  i t  and t hey t h i n k t hat  t he who l e J apanes e cul -

t u r e i s t hat  way . j  I  d o n ' t  t h i nk we ev er  d i s c u s s ed p o l i t i c a l  

mat t er s i n o ur  f ami l y bec aus e t ho s e t h i n gs wese no t  i mp r t ant  t o 

u s . Mos t  p eo p l e wer e i n t e r es t ed i n mak i ng a l i v i n g o n l y . My dad 

does not  ho l d a gr udge f o r  b e i n g i n t er ned bec aus e he ac c ept ed i t  

as a n a t u r a l  t h i n g . He knew he d i d n ' t  do an y t h i n g bad and t hat  

was pr ov ed when he was r e l ea s ed a y ear  l a t e r . I  t h i n k a l o t  o f  

t he J apanes e i n t e r n ed ar e i nno c ent  but  bec aus e o f  t he war  s i t u a t i o n 

peo p l e wer e o v er - s us p i c i o us o f  t hem. T hes e o l d peo p l e have l i v ed 

i n t h i s c o unt r y f o r  many y ear s and t hey d i d t ak e on a l o t  o f  t he 

Amer i c an way s du r i n g t h e i r  r e s i d en c e h e r e j X ^v e n my mot her  has been 

her e f o r  o v er  SO y ea r s . I  t h i n k t hat  s he i s mor e J apanes e and 

Co nv ent i o na l  t han my f a t h e r . I  s uppos e t hat  was bec aus e she o nl y 

had c o n t ac t s i n t he J apanes e communi t y du r i ng a l l  t he t i me t hat  

she l i v ed h e r e . 

"My dad owned a s t o r e and he had t o a s s o c i a t e a l o t  wi t h 

Amer i c ans . I n t h i s way he became qu i t e br oad- mi nded i n a l o t  oi  

t h i n k i n g . He came o v er  her e when he was p r e t t y y oung so t hat  he 

d i d not  have t oo many o f  t he o l d i deas s t uc k i n h i s i .ead. Hi s 

p ar en t s d i ed when he was qu i t e y o ung so he d i d not  have much or  a 
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r eas o n f o r  r emai n i ng i n J ap an . He was r a t h er  adv ent ur eo us and he 

want ed t o see a l i t t l e b i t  o f  t he wo r l d . Maybe par t  o f  t he r eas o n 

was t hat  he d i d n ' t  want  t o s er v e i n t he J apanes e Ar my . He men-

t i o ned i t  t o us at  one t i me. The l o nger  he s t ay ed i n t h i s c u n t r y , 

t he l e s s sur e became about  wh et h er  he want ed t o go bac k . He f o und 

t hat  t he s t andar ds o f  l i v i n g wer e much b e t t e r  i n t h i s c o unt r y . At  

t he same t i me he does hav e some p r o per t y i n J apan t hat  e has i n-

h e r i t ed . J M a y b e he i s t h i n k i n g o f  go i ng bac k t her e i n h i s o l d age 

t o d i e but  I  wo u l d n ! t  know f o r  s u r e . I  t h i n k t hat  a l l  o f  t he 

J apanes e who have come o v er  her e d i d hav e t he i n t en t i o n o f  go i ng 

back but  t hey c hanged t h e i r  mi nds a f t e r  t hey had s e t t l e d down and 

s t ar t ed a f ami l y . By t hat  t i me i t  was al mos t  i mpo s s i b l e f o r  t hem 

t o go bac k and many o f  t hem d i d n ' t  hav e enough money s av ed up . 

They had come o v er  her e wi t h t he i dea o f  mak i ng a l o t  o f  money and 

t hey d i d n ' t  want  t o go bac k p o o r . 

dad d i d a l l  s o r t s o f  wo r k du r i ng t he t i me he was h er e . 

He nev er  s po k e t oo much o f  i t  so t hat  I  do 3 not  know t he d e t a i l s . 

I  know t hat  he d i d wo r k on a f ar m as a l abo r er  f o r  qu i t e a wh i l e . 

At  one t i me he had a ho t e l  and a l l  o f  t he peo p l e comi ng f r om J apan 

us ed t o s t ay t h e r e . Then he moved t o Sant a Ana f o r  a wh i l e but  I  

d o n ' t  know what  k i nd o f  wo r k he d i d t h er e . V*e have l i v ed i n L o s 

Ange l es a l l  our  l i v e s and I  o n l y r emember  my f a t h e r  as o p er a t i n g 

a r e t a i l  mar k et . 

T'I  was bo r n i n J apan i n 1921 bec aus e my mot her  went  t her e t o 

v i s i t  my gr and- dad who was i l l . ĥe want ed t o s ee hi m f o r  t he 

l as t  t i me. T h i s was u n f o r t u n a t e f o r  me bec aus e 1 d i d not  get  

Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p and I  d o n ' t  know i f  I ' l l  ev er  be ab l e t o get  

i t  now. I ' v e o f t en wonder ed i f  I  c an become a c i t i z e n by Mar r y -

i ng a n i s e i  but  nobody knows f o r  s ur e whet her  t h i s i s p o s s i b l e . 
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I  r e a l l y am not  an i s s e i  at  a l l  bec aus e ray mot her  br ought  me bac k 

t o C a l i f o r n i a when I  was o nl y 4 mont hs o l d and I  hav e nev er  been 

bacK: t her e ev er  s i n c e . I f  r ay par en t s knew t hat  i t  woul d have 

c aus ed me suc h d i f f i c u l t y I  ani  s ur e t hey wo ul d have s een t o i t  

t hat  I  was bo r n i n good o l d L os - n̂gel es . J ¿ h i s was bef o r e t he i m-

mi g r a t i o n r e s t r i c t i o n s came i n and t he p u b l i c a t t i t u d e t owar d us 

c hanged a f t e r  t h a t . I  I  nev er  r e a l i z e d t he i mpor t anc e t he p l ac e o f  

my b i r t h u n t i l  I  got  a l o t  o l d e r . Bec aus e o f  t he f ac t  t hat  I  was 

bo r n i n J apan , i t  has done ' c er t a i n t h i n g s t o me, a l t h o t̂ h e r e i s no 

q u es t i o n t hat  my l o y a l t v i s wi t h ^mer i c a . Ho wev er , I  wo ul d l i k e 

t o s ee what  J apan i s l i k e j us t  out  o f  c u r i o s i t y , but  I  c e r t a i n l y 

wo u l d not  want  t o ev er  l i v e t her e per manent l y . I  woul d be t oo 

d i f f e r e n t  f r om t he o t h er  peo p l e and t hey woul d l augh at  me f o r  not  

hav i ng xhe same way s o f  a c t i n g as t hey do . I  y env i r o nment  has been 

c o mpl et el y Amer i c an and I  wo ul d be a b i g mi s f i t  ov er  i n J ap an . 

" I ' v e had a v er y happy c h i l dh o o d and 1 nev er  d i d have any b i g 

c o n f l i c t s J  My p ar en t s wer e a l way s n i c e t o me and t hey wer e not  

-  mean or  an y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . A l o t  o f  t he «J apanese par en t s ar e 

mean t o t h e i r  c h i l d r en by but  my f o l k s we r e n ' t  l i k e t hat  at  a l  

j  y dad was a l way s f u l l  o f  f u n and he en j o y ed l i f e . He was o pt i -

mi s t i c about  t he f u t u r e and I  t h i n k t hat  he made a f a i r  s uc c es s 

cut  o f  h i ms e l f  a l t h d ĥ e may not  have r eac hed a l l  o f  h i s ambi t i o ns 

t hat  he had.J He b e l i ev ed i n a l o t  o f  t he J apanes e way s , but  he 

t r i ed t o over come most  o f  i t  t he l o nger  he s t ay ed i n t h i s c o unt r y . 

He was ab l e t o do t h i s bec aus e o f  h i s c o n t ac t s wi t h t he h a k u j i n 

i n h i s bu s i n es s r e l a t i o n s , [ v̂en t ho'J he has been her e o v er  40 

y e r s , dad does not  s peak v er y good E n g l i s h . I t  i s a br o k en Eng-

l i s h l i k e most  o f  t he i s s e i  a l t h o I  woul d s ay t hat  he has a much 

b e t t e r  v o c abu l a r y t han t hey h a v e . J  Hi s i deas ar e much mor e l i b e r a l  
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t oo bec aus e 01 h i s Cauc as i an a s s o c i a t i o n s . U»y f a t h e r  was a l way s 

a p r et t y smar t  b u s i n es s man so t hat  no t h i ng was p u l l e d o v er  h i s 

ey es . T h a t ' s why he bec ame q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l . 

T n s p i t e o f  t hes e good c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , dad was a s o r t  o f  a 

r i gh t eo u s s oui  and f o r  t h e , l o n g es t  t i me nobody dar ed t o q ues t i o n 

an y t h i n g t hat  he s a i d f e l t  t hat  he had t o b r i n g up h i s c h i l d -

r en p r o per l y so t hat  he was q u i t e s t r i c t  on c e r t a i n t h i n g s . When 

I  was i n j u n i o r  h i g h s c h o o l , my p ar en t s woul d not  l e t  me dat e 

K 
f e l l o ws l i k e so many o f  t he o t h r  g i r &s at  s c ho o l  d i d . Be" nev er  

l o s t  h i s t emper  but  he woul d t r y t o e x p l a i n t he r eas o ns f o r  h i s 

d i s c i p l i n e i n a v er y c al m way . j . h e o nl y t i me I  ev &r  got  s pank ed 

was when I  was a s mal l  g i r l . 

j ^I ' v e had most  o f  r ay c o n f l i c t s wi t h my mot her  bec aus e she j us t  

d i d n ' t  under s t and us as we l l  as f a t h e r  d i d . ohe was v er y c ons er -

v a t i v e i n h er  ways and s he was a l way s a f r a i d o f  what  peo p l e wo ul d 

s ay about  our  f ami l y i f  we wer e b a d . J  1 t h i n k she i n f l u en c ed a l o t  

o f  my f a t h e r ' s t h i n k i n g abo ut  u s i n g s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e 011 u s . / T o s t  

o f  t he t i me she was a l o t  s t r i c t e r  t han dad and when she made a 

r u l i n g s he d i d n ' t  want  i t  q u es t i o n ed ? ] A f t e r  1 got  i n t o h i gh s c ho o l  

1 - began t o as s er t  my s e l f  mor e so t hat  my mot her  g r a d u a l l y became 

us ed t o t hat  and she became mor e br oad- mi nded. Ho wev er , she nev er  

d i d get  r i d o f  h er  i dea t hat  p eo p l e woul d t a l k abo ut  us i f  we d i d 

not  do t he p r o per  t h i n g . 

j j 'When i t  came t o t he mor e i mpo r t ant  f ami l y d e c i s i o n s , my dad 

had t he up p er  hand . Ee was t he one t o have t he f i n a l  s ay but  he 

was not  a d i c t a t o r  abo ut  i t . He a l way s us ed t o t a l k i t  ov er  wi t h 

my mot her  f i r s t . My p ar en t s go t  al on-  we l l  and t hey nev er  a i d have 

s er i o us ar gument s . I  was t he one who ar gued wi t h my mot her  most  o f  

a l l . L a t e r  o n , my b i g s i s t e r  d i d s t i c k up f o r  me qu i t e a b i t  ev en 
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t hough she was much mor e J apanes y t han t he r es t  o f  t he k i d s . ¿hat  

was bec aus e she had a c o l l ege edu c a t i o n i n J ap an . I t  i s a f unny 

t h i ng bec aus e my o l der  s i s t e r  was bo r n i n Amer i c a and she has c i t -

i z en s h i p wh i l e I  was bor n i n J apan and I  d o n T t  hav e c i t i z e n s h i p . 

Y e t , bec aus e o f  her  e d u c a t i o n , she i s estgn mor e J apanes y t han I  am. 

I n f a c t , I  c o ns i der  my s el f  t wi c e as Amer i c an i z ed as she i s . I t  

was n ' t  her  f au l t  t ha t  she had t o go t o c o l l ege i n J ap an . My par -   ̂

ent s had t he i dea t hat  i t  wo ul d be b e t t e r  f o r  my s i s t e r  f o r  her  

t o go t her e f o r  her  edu c at i o n so t hat  she c o ul d l ea r n some o f  t he 

J apanes e c u l t u r e wh i c h t hey had not  been ab l e t o t eac h h er . A l o t  

o f  t he J apanes e par en t s d i d t h i s t o t h e i r  e h i l d r e n , t hat  i s t he 

r eas o n why t her e ar e so many l ( i bei . My - par ent s as k ed me once i f  I  

want ed t o go bac k t o J apan t o go t o s c h o o l , but  I  d e f i n i t e l y r e-

be l l ed ag a i n s t  t h a t J  I  j us t  d i d n ' t  want  t o go bac k t o J apan as I  

f e l t  t hat  I  l i k e d t he Amer i c an s c ho o l s b e t t e r . ( M̂y mother -  t a l k ed t o 

me f o r  q u i t e a wh i l e on t h i s but  I  wo ul d not  g i v e i n . F i n a l l y my 

par en t s saw t hat  I  c o u l d be p r e t t y s t ubbo r n so t hat  t hey d i d not  U 

f o r c e t he i s s u e any mo r e Ĵ  I ' m c e r t a i n l y g l ad I  s t o o d up f o r  my 

r i gh t s at  t hat  t i me bec aus e I  nev er  woul d have been ab l e t o 

br o aden i f  I  had g i v en i n t hat  t i me and gone t o J apan t o go t o . 

c o l l eg e . 

) '\As l o ng as I  c o u l d r emember , our  f ami l y has a l way s had what  

we want ed and we l i v e d f a i r l y c o mf o r t ab l y . I  nev er  knew what  i t  

was t o be i n po v er t y al t ho (r i y dad t o l d me t hat  at  f i r s t  he had t o  ̂

s t r ugg l e qu i t e a b i t  t o make a go o f  i t . He d i d r a t h er  we l l  f o r  

h i ms e l f  and he a l s o had some p r es t i g e i n t he J apanes e c ommuni t y . 

He was on t he Bo ar d o f  Di r e c t o r s o f  t he J apanes e l anguage s c ho o l  

and t hat  was why he was i n t e r n ed when t he war  br o k e o u t . Ke 

d i d n ' t  be l o n g t o any o t her  J apanes e o r g a n i z a t i o n as f a r  as I  k now. \  
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He c o n f i ned most  o f  h i s a c t i v i t i e s t o t he l anguage s c h o o l . He d i d 

not  p a r t i c u l a r l y c ar e t o be a b i g s hot  i n t he communi t y bec aus e 

h i s bu s i n es s d i d t ak e up most  o f  h i s t i me. 

, f I  have a l way s l i v e d i n L o s - n̂gel es so I  c o n s i de r  t hat  as my 

home t own. As I  go t  o l de r  I  r e b e l l e d qu i t e a b i t  aga i n s t  my par -

en t s f  c o nt r o l  a l t h o i t  was nev er  so s e r i o u s t hat  i t  r eac hed a 

b r eak i n g p o i n t . I  gues s I  was a s o r t  o f  a p r o d i g a l  daugh t er . I  

a l way s went  a g a i n s t  a l o t  o f  t he f ami l y c o n v en t i o n s . Ho wev er , I  

nev er  d i d do an y t h i n g t hat  was bad . I  d o n ' t  know what  made me 

r e b e l i  l i k e t h a t . Maybe i t  was bec aus e o f  my c o n t ac t s at  s c ho o l . 

I n a l l  o f  t hes e ar gument s , i t  was u s u a l l y my p ar en t s who made t he 

f i r s t  compr omi se and t hey r es p ec t ed my i n d i v i d u a l i t y . \ v .'hen I  went  

t o s c ho o l  I  d i d n ' t  s t ay much ar o und t he o t her  J apanes e k i ds so 

t hat  I  d i d not  dev el o p t hat  t i mi dn es s t hat  t hey h ad . I  was much 

mor e agg r es s i v e i n ev er y t h i n g I  d i d and I  f ound t hat  t he Cauc as i an 

k i d s had qu i t e a b i g i n f l u en c e o v er  me i n t h i s r e s p e c t . I  was j u s t /̂ 

t r y i ng t o ac t  n a t u r a l  but  i t  l o o k ed l i k e ext r eme ac t i o n t o t he 

J apanes e p ar en t s bec aus e most  of  t h e i r  n i s e i  c h i l d r en wer e q u i et  

and h es i t an t  a l l  t he t i me. 

" I n s p i t e o f  my f a t h e r ' s M n y l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e s , we d i d f o l l o w 

q u i t e a l o t  o f  t he J apanes e c us t o ms . Some of  t he t h i ngs we s t uc k 

t o qu i t e r e l i g i o u s l y a l t h o I  nev er  d i d under s t and why . My p ar en t s 

wer e al ways-  c a r e f u l  t o s ee t hat  we o bs er v ed a l l  o f  t he J apanes e 

h o l i d a y s . I  t h i n k t hat  t he r eas o n f o r  t h i s was t h e i r  c l o s e con-

n ec t i o n wi t h t he J apanes e l anguage s c h o o l . ^T h e s c ho o l s i n f l u en c ed 

a l o t  o f  t he f a mi l i e s and i t  r emi nded t hem of  t he J apanes e cus t oms 

a l o t . The who l e communi t y seemed t o t ak e par t  i n t hes e J apanes e 

a c t i v i t i e s as a mat t er  o f  f ac t  and nobody ev er  p r o t es t ed aga i n s t  
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t hem v er y much. £ Bef o r e t he v/ar  many Cauc as i ans t hought  t hat  t hes e 

J apanes e f e s t i v a l s wer e qu i t e c o l o r f u l  and t hey us ed t o come dov/n 

and s ee t hem t hems el v es . R i gh t  up t o ev ac uat i o n , we had t he do l l  

day f e s t i v a l  ev er y y ear  and t hat  was one o f  t he b i g ev ent s i n our  

f ami l y . We al way s spoke J apanes e at  home and t her e was q u i t e a  ̂

J apanes y at mos pher e i n our  ho us eho l d . I 'aybe t hat  i s t he r eas on why 

I  r ebe l l ed aga i n s t  i t  bec aus e I  c o ul d s ee t he c o nt r as t  mor e c l ea r l y . 

" I  know t hat  I  began t o r ebe l  mor e and mor e aga i ns t  my par -

ent s on l i t t l e t h i ngs and I  got  so t hat  I  woul d not  heed t h e i r  

wor ds of  adv i c e t oo o f t en as I  t hought  I  knew mor e t han t hey d i a l  

I  had t o go t o t he J apanes e l anguage s c hoo l  f o r  12 y ear s , l l  nev er  

d i d l i k e i t  but  I  went  t her e t o s a t i s f y my p a r e n t s . J I  can r ead 

and wr i t e now bec aus e I  d i d have t o s t udy and i n a way i t  has 

been most  h e l p f u l  t o me bec aus e I  am ab l e t o c o r r es po nd wi t h my 

par ent s q u i t e f r e q u e n t l y . / Mos t  o f  t he n i s e i  out  her e c a n ' t  do 

t h i s because  ̂ t hey d i d n T t  l ea r n J apanes e we l l  enough and now t hey 

ar e d r i f t i n g mor e and mor e away f r om t h e i r  f a mi l i e s . I  d o n ' t  know 

whet her  i t  was a good t h i ng t o f o r c e t he n i s e i  t o go t o t hes e 

l anguage s c ho o l s bec aus e t hey d i d not  l i k e t o l ea r n i t  under  t h i s 

sor t  o f  s et - up. I  do n ' t  know why I  l ear ned so much o f  i t  bec aus e 

I  r ebe l l ed my s e l f . I  gues s I  was j us t  s t ud i o us at  t hat  t i me and I  

want ed t o make a good s ho wi ng. 

twas i n 

r TI t  was when I  h i gh s c ho o l  t hat  I  f i r s t  f ound 

out  t hat  I  was d i f f e r e n t  f r om t he o t her  pdi sei  k i d s . A l o t  o f  t he 

g i r l s wer e t ak i ng c i v i l  s e r v i c e exami nat i o ns bec aus e t hey wai t ed t o 

get  a j ob a f t e r  g r ad u a t i o n . I  f o und I  was not  a l l o wed t o t ak e any  ̂

o f  t hes e t es t s bec aus e I  d i d not  have c i t i z e n s h i p . I t  was qu i t e a 

bl ow t o me when I  f u l l y r e a l i z e d what  i t  meant . I  knew t hat  I  

wa s n ' t  any d i f f e r e n t  t han t he o t her  n i s e i  bec aus e t hey had gr own up 
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i n a s i mi l a r  env i r onment  as I  h av e . The o nl y d i f f e r e n c e was t hat  

I  had a c c i d e n t i a been bo r n I n J apan wh i l e my mot her  ?/as on a v i s i t . 

Ano t h er  t i me I  f e l t  t he d i f f e r e n c e k een l y was when I  f i r s t  en r o l l ed 

at  U . O. L . A . I  had t o pay a § 75 no n- r es i denc e f ee and t hat  r ea l l y 

made me angr y bec aus e her e I  had l i v ed i n L o s An ge l es a l l  my l i f e 

and t hey c o ns i der ed me a f o r e i g n e r  j us t  bec aus e I  c o u l d n ' t  get  

Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p . I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k t hat  was f a i r  a t  a l l . L a t e r  

on I  had t o r e g i s t e r  wi t h a l l  t he a l i e n r e g i s t r a t i o n ac t  and a f t e r  

t he ev ac uat i o n s t a r t ed I  f o und t hat  no t  hav i ng Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p 

was v er y i n c o n v en i en t , ¿ v en now I  have t o r epo r t  t o t he Depar t ment  
»Xfc-  AO 

o f  J u s t i c e o f f i c e i f  I  want  t o t r a v e l  t o ano t her  s t a t e . I t ' s a- l so 

s i l l y but  t h a t ' s t he r u l es and I  c a n ' t  do an y t h i n g abo ut  i t . That  

i s why I ' v e a l way s want ed t o become a n a t u r a l i z e d c i t i z e n bec aus e 

I  t h i nk t hat  I  am Amer i c an j u s t  l i k e t he n i s e i . My p ar en t s wer e 

v er y s o r r y about  my mot  h av i n g an Amer i c an b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e when 
a l l  o f  t hes e i nc o nv en i enc es began t o come u p l  p y t  l at  t i me i t  ./as 1 . J b j  t  li  

t oo l a t e t o do an y t h i n g about  i t . I  nev er  t h i n k t oo much about  i t  

now exc ept  when t hes e o c c as i o ns of  i nc o nv en i enc e do es come up t o 

hand i c ap me. 

"P eo p l e ar e al way s amazed when t hey l ea r n t hat  I  had been bo r n 

i n J ap an . I  nev er  t e l l  t hem abou~ i t  bec aus e t her e i s no u s e . I  

j us t  ac t  l i k e I  a l way s have and l e t  i t  go at  t h a t . I f  I  had c i t i -

z ens h i p t ho ugh I  t h i n k I  c o ul d get  i nt o c i v i l  s e r v i c e and i n t o a 

l o t  o f  o t her  k i n s o f  j obs v/hi ch ar e c l o s ed t o me now. I  do r eg r e t  

t h a t . I  have a l s o hear d r umor s t hat  t hey ar e t r y i n g t o put  a l av; 

t h- ough Qo ngr es s t o depo r t  a l l  a l i e n J ap an es e . That  makes me 

f u r i o u s and i f  t hey ev er  t r y an y t h i n g l i k e t hat  t o me, I  wi l l  t e l l  

t hem t o go j ump i n a l a k e . 
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n ev er  d i d get  a l o ng t oo we l l  wi t h my b i g s i s t e r . Maybe 

t hat  was bec aus e we wer e s uc h d i f f e r e n t  t y p es . She went  t o J apan 

and go t  an edu c a t i o n and she was much o l der  t han I  so t hat  s he 

seemed t o be t oo c o nv en t i o na l  f o r  me. She t r i e d t o bo s s me ar ound 

a l o t  ana I  nev er  wo u l d l i s t e n t o h er . ¿ he a l way s s a i d t hat  I  was 

t oo n o i s y and J apanes e g i r l s s ho u l d be qu i et  and n i c e . My mot her  

a l way s t ook h er  par t  when she s a i d t hat  so I  r e b e l l e d aga i n s t  a 

l o t  of  t he J apanes e cus t oms i n r ev enge. Onc e i n a wh i l e I  d i d go  ̂

t o t he J apanes e mov i es and I  d i d n T t  l i k e t hem n ear l y as we l l  as t he 

mo v i es made i n Ho l l y wo o d. I  t hought  t hey wer e t oo s ent i ment a l  ana 

a r t i f i c i a l . They wer e a l way s p i c t u r e s wi t h a mo r al  t heme and I  

M 

d o n ' t  r emember  t hem h av i ng ver y much o f  t he mi l i t a r i s m s t u f f  a l t hc f  J  

t hes e J apanes e p i c t u r es d i d t end t o g l o r i f y t he samur ai  s p i r i t . 

I t  us ed t o make me l augh when I  saw how t i mi d and s ubmi s s i v e t he 
* 

J apanes e women wer e i n t hes e p i c t u r e s . My b i g s i s t e r  t o l d me t hat  

i t  was l i k e t hat  i n J apan and she j us t  ac c ep t ed i t . I  c o u l d n ' t  

under s t and t hat  and I  knew t hat  I  woul d nev er  be happy i n l i v i n g 

wh : r e I  had t o s uppr es s my s &l f  c o n t i n u a l l y . T her e wer e o t her  J apan-

es e mov i es wh i c h wer e ed u c a t i o n a l  i n nat ur e and t hey t aught  me a 

l i t t l e about  J apan and I  l i k e d t hes e p i c t u r e s . I  "ay e t hey o n l y 

p r es en t ed t he bes t  par t  o f  t he J ap anes e l i f e but  I  f ound t hat  I  
nev er  

had a c e r t a i n a t t ac hment s f o r  J apan and I  k sew been ab l e t o get  r i d 

o f  i t f j  T her e was n o t h i n g p o l i t i c a l  abo ut  i t  bec aus e I  d o n ' t  know 

an y t h i n g abo ut  p o l i t i c s . I  gues s i t  yr aw j us t  bec aus e I  i d e n t i f i e d 

my s el f  t o t he J apanes e r ac e s i n c e I  was bor n i n J apan and I  d i d n ' t  

have c i t i ' z en s h i ? o v er  h er e . I  nev er  t hought  t oo s er i o u s l y about  

t hes e t h i ngs t ho ugh but  I  j us t  ac c ep t ed i t  as a mat t er  o f  f a c t . 

I t  nev er  d i d c r eat e any deep d i s t u r b i n g t ho ugh t s f o r  me bec aus e I  
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am not  t hat  t y pe. 

[ " I  had a l o t  o f  f un du r i n g t he t i me I  went  t o Ro o s ev el t  h i gh 

s c hoo l  i n L os .angel es . I  us ed t o go t o a l l  o f  t he s c ho o l  f u n c t i o n s 

and t ak e an a c t i v e par t  as p o s s i b l e i n t he gen er a l  s c ho o l  l i f e . I  

had qu i t e a f e?/ dat es wi t h n i s e i  ho y s . Ho wev er , l  d i d not  bel o ng t o 

an ex c l u s i v e n i s e i  g r o u p . I  was i n a s o r t  o f  a mel t i ng pot  gr oup 

bec aus e t her e wer e a l l  k i n ds o f  r a c i a l  bac k gr o unds among u s . ¿ 11 o f   ̂

t hes e k i d s wer e bor n i n L o s n̂ g e l e s ev en t hough t h e i r  p ar en t s had 

come f r om t he o l d c o un t r y . Ther e was a l s o a J ewi s h k i d i n our  gr o up . 

7 / e a l l  go t  a l o ng s wel l  and r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s d i d n ' t  make any d i f f -

er enc e at  a l l . I  o f t en u s ed t o go t o t h e i r  homes and t hey woul d 

come t o mi n e . I  t h i n k t hat  a l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  wer e h es i t an t  about  

i n v i t i n g Cau c as i an k i ds t o t h e i r  homes bec aus e t hey wer e ashamed o f  

t he p l ac e wher e t hey l i v e d , - e had o ur  own home and we had i t  »f y -

f u r n i s h ed we l l  so t hat  I  was nev er  as hamed of  i t . 

" I  a l s o be l o nged t o t he Gi r l  Res er v es wh i l e I  was i n h i gh 

s c ho o l  and I  t ook par t  i n a l o t  o f  i t s a c t i v i t i e s . I  was v er y much 

i n t e r es t ed i n s po r t s so I  went  i n f o r  t hat  t oo and I  a l s o went  t o 

see a l l  o f  t he v a r s i t y games j us t  l i k e any h i gh s c ho o l  k i d wo ul d do . 

I  ev en went  t o a l o t  o f  t he s c ho o l  d an c es . Not  v er y many o f  t he 

n i s e i  went  t o t hes e a f f a i r s bec aus e t hey f e l t  c o ns p i c uo us . I  

d i d n ' t  f e e l  t hat  d i f f e r e n t  at  a l l . At  f i r s t  my mot her  c f i j ec t ed t o 

my go i n g t o t hes e danc es as she f e l t  t hat  t he h a k u j i n k i d s wer e a l l  

wi l d and t hat  t hey a l l  go t  dr unk at  t hes e s c ho o l  danc es . When she 

saw t hat  no t h i ng happened t o me, she g r a d u a l l y gav e i n . I  a l s o 

went  t o a l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  danc es i n t he c ommuni t y . Danc i ng was 

my mai n pas t i me and I  en j o y ed i t  i mmens el y . Mos t  o f  my out - of -

s c ho o l  s o c i a l  l i f e was e x c l u s i v e l y wi t h n i s e i  gr o ups . I n s c ho o l  
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my s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s t ended t o be mo s t l y wi t h h a k u j i n s . I t ' s 

f unny t hat  t hes e t wo t h i n gs n ev er  d i d c r o s s and mi x i n wi t h eac h  ̂
* » % * 

o t her . I  en t er ed a l l  o f  t he s c ho o l  a c t i v i t i e s but  t he o t her  n i s e i  

d i d not  do i t  so much a l t h o a l o t  o f  t hem wer e ev en mor e a c t i v e 

t han I  was . I  was ev en a c l a s s o f f i c e r  s ev er a l  t i me s . ) I  t h i nk 

t hat  t he n i s e i  i n Ro o s ev e l t  h i gh wer e mor e a c t i v e t han n i s e i  i n 

o t her  h i gh s c ho o l i  Gr adu a l l y t hey began t o get  us ed t o mi x i ng 

mor e. When my o l der  s i s t e r  went  t h e r e , no n i s e i  mi xed wi t h t he 

h a l mj i n k i d s and t hey k ept  e x c l u s i v e l y t o t hems e l v es . 3y t he t i me 

I  en r o l l ed t he n i s e i  wer e g r a d u a l l y go i n g out  mor e ana mor e. 2v en 

t hen a l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  i n my c l a s s wer e s t i l l  t oo t i mi d . I  d i d n ' t  

bo t her  wi t h t hem t oo much as I  was h av i n g a good t i me wi t h my o t her  

f r i e n d s . I  d o n ' t  know ex a c t l y what  made me mor e aggr es s i v e t han 

t hem. Maybe i t  was bec aus e of  my a l i e n s t a t u s , wh i c h c o mpel l ed me 

t o want  t o show t he o t her  peo p l e t hat  I  was no d i f f e r e n t . I  

want ed t o show ev er y bo dy t hat  I  was j us t  a s Amer i c an i z ed as t hey 

wer e . Q o s t  of  my f r i e n d s i n h i g h s c ho o l  wer e most  s upp r i s ed when 

t hey f o und out  I  was a no n - c i t i z en and t hey o f t en r emar ked t hat  I  

was mor  Amer i c an i z ed t han most  n i s e i  i n s c ho o l  who had been bo r n 

i n t h i s c o unt r y , j  However , ' I  t h i n k t hat  i t  was mo s t l y env i r o nment al  

That  i s why I  f e e l  t hat  I  have a l way s bel o nged i n t h i s c o unt r y and 

I  wi l l  a l way s c o nt i nue t o do s o . I  f e l t  t hat  v er y much i n h i g h 

s c ho o l  when I  f i r s t  went  up f o r  t he c i v i l  s e r v i c e ex ami n at i o n . 

"Al t ho ' ' ' ! had a l o t  of  Cau c as i an f r i en d s i n h i gh s c h o o l , I  a l s o 

had a f ew n i s e i  f r i en d s t hat  I  went  ar o und wi t h . I  t hought  t hat  a 

l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  i n our  s c ho o l  wer e b l i n d bec aus e t hey ac t ed so 

bac k war d. They wer e a f r a i d t o do an y t h i n g and i f  I  d i d i t , t hey 

k i nd of  got  s o r e at  f ee and t hey s p r ead r umor s t hat  i  was t r y i n g t o 
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show o f f . A l l  t hey d i d was s t udy and I  j us t  c o u l d n ' t  be bo t her ed 

wi t h t hem. !:y g i r l  f r i e n d t o l d me onoe t hat  t he n i s e i  i n s c ho o l  

wer e s ay i ng t hat  I  was t oo s no t t y j us t  bec aus e I  went  ar o und wi t h 

h a k u j i n f r i e n d s . I  t r i ed t o be f r i e n d l y t o a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  but  my 

i n t e r e s t s wer e mor e t owar d my Cau c as i an f r i e n d s so n a t u r a l l y I  

t ended t o go wi t h t hem mo r e. I  wa s n ' t  t r y i ng t o snub t he n i s e i  at  

a l l  bec aus e I  l i k e d t hem we l l  eno ugh . Ou t s i de o f  s c ho o l  I  was a 

member  o f  an e x c l u s i v e n i s e i  s o c i e t y and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  r ebe l l ed 

aga i n s t  t hat  p a r t i c u l a r l y . 

¡ V̂L suppose t hat  my So c i a l  l i f e was t he mai n enj oy ment  o f  my 

h i gh s c ho o l  day s . i �en j o y ed i t  i mmc n ĉ l y a*rti  I  c an l o o k bac k upo n 

i t  as ahpppy p e r i o d o f  my l i f e , I  t ook a b u s i n es s admi n i s t r a t i o n 

c our s e and bec aus e o f  t h i s I  go t  t o be a c as h i e r  i n t he f ac u l t y 

c a f e t e r i a at  s c h o o l . I  d i d not  n eg l ec t  my s t ud i es at  a l l  bec aus e 

i  d i d my homewor k f a i t h f u l l y . I  u s ed t o s t udy a l o t  wi t h t he haku-

j i n f e l l o ws and t hey woul d he l p me out  on s u b j ec t s t hat  i  d i d not  
and 

enow so we l l . I  go t  good gr ades i n h i g h s c ho o l  f ct t f c I  d i d not  have 

t o be a book war n e i t h e r . / .Af t er  g r ad u a t i n g f r or i  h i g h s c ho o l  i n 1939 

I  w ŝ r a t h e r  d i s ap p o i n t ed t hat  I  c o u l d not  get  a c i v i l  s e r v i c e j ob 

l i k e a l o t  o f  my f r i e n d s . y dad want ed t o s end me t o J apan t o go 

t o c o l l ege t her e but  I  r e f u s ed t h a t . Then my dad want ed t o s end 

me t o a c o l l ege she r e . He t ho ught  t hat  I  c o ul d be educ at ed some 

mor e. I  d i d n ' t  ap p r ec i a t e t h i s o f f e r  so much so t hat  I  d i d n ' t  s t udy 

t oo h a r d . ^My p ar en t s want ed a l l  o f  t he k i ds i n t he f ami l y t o go t o 

c o l l ege and t hey wor k ed v er y har d t o make t h i s p o s s i b l e . I  d i d n ' t  

want  t o l e t  t hem down so t h a t ' s why I  w e n t / J  R i gh t  now my dad i s 

v er y wo r r i ed about  my 18 y ea r  o l d b r o t her  bec aus e he has had a 

p r e t t y har d t i me t o get  ac c ep t ed i n t o a c o l l ege out  h er e . He was 
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t ur ned down f r o m about  12 s c ho o l s and now he i s en r o l l ed at  some 

s mal l  c o l l ege bec aus e none o f  t he l a r ge u n i v e r s i t i e s w i l l  ac c ept  

h i m. I  d i d n T t  hav e t he amb i t i o n t o go t o c o l l ege as my b r o t h er  

does at  t he t i me I  f i r s t  s t a r t ed . L a t e r  on I  began t o r e a l i z e t hat  

i t  was d e f i n i t e l y wo r t h wh i l e . 

en r o l l ed a t  U . C . L . . : , . a f t e r  p ay i n g no n- r es i denc e f ee and 1 

s t a r t ed out  as a f r es hman , not  k no wi ng what  maj o r  t o t ak e , f i n a l l y 

I  dec i ded t o t ak e a l i b e r a l  a r t s c o u r s e . I n t ha i  c o l l ege a l o t  of  

t he n i s e i  g i r l s wer e ma j o r i n g i n b u s i n es s a d mi n i s t r a t i o n so I  de-   ̂

c i ded t o c hange t o a s ec r e t a r i a l  bo ur s e bef o r e I  f i n i s h e d my f i r s t  

y ear  t h e r e . I  l a t e r  c hanged t o L os n̂ g e l e s Ci t y Co l l ege i n o r der  

t o c ompl et e t h i s ma j o r . I  had d e f i n i t e p l ans t o go on t o U. ' S . C . 

but  t he ev ac uat i o n came l o ng and s p o i l ed t h i s a mb i t i o n T  ̂ � y y o unger  

s i s t e r  got  a c hanc e t o go t o a l o t  o f  b e t t e r  c o l l eges bec aus e s he 

went  t o t he U n i v e r s i t y o f  C a l i f o r n i a i n Ber k e l ey r i gh t  f r om t he be-

g i n n i n g . 

nev er  d i d l i k e U . C . L . A . I  d i d n ' t  c ar e f o r  a l l  o f  t ho s e 

n i s e i  t her e and I  wa s n ' t  ab l e t o have as many h a k u j i n f r i en d s as 

b e f o r e . The c o l l ege was t oo l a r ge so t hat  i t  was har d t o get  t o 

know t he o t her  k i d s . Ano t her  r eas o n was t hat  I  d i d not  l i k e t he 

s c ho o l  f o r  c har g i ng me a no n- r es i denc e f e e . That  i s why I  t r ans -

f er r ed ov er  t o L . - . C . C . i n 1P 40 and I  g r aduat ed i n 1942 j us t  be f o r e 

ev ac u a t i o n . r  her e wer e a l o t  o f  n i s e i  at  t he L os An{ e l e s Ci t y 

Co l l ege a l s o . " J 1 ĥey a l l  t ended t o c o ngr egat e and t hat  a l way s 

bo t her ed me when I  saw t hem i n such l a r ge g r o up s . I  d o n ' t  know why 

I  was s e l f - c o n s c i o u s abo ut  i t  but  I  t r i ed t o av o i d t hes e t h i n g s 

ev en b e f o r e t he war  du r i n g t he t i me I  was i n s c h o o l . 1 f unny t h i n g 

was t hat  whenev er  1 was i n a Cau c as i an gr oup and I  saw some n i s e i  I  
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wo ul d f e e l  s up er i o r  t o t hem. But  i f  I  wer e i n a n i s e i  gr oup 1 woul d 

f e e l  so r t  o f  i n f e r i o r  t o t he o t her  n i s e i . I  d o n ' t  know why t hat  

was a l t ho i t  mi ght  have been bec aus e 1 d i d n ' t  c o mpl et el y f i t  i n wi t h 

t he t h i n gs t hey d i d . 

^T h e n i s e i  I  knew bef o r e t he war  wer e i n a s h e l l  most  o f  t he 

t i me and t hey wer e a f r a i d t o f i g h t  bac k . They l o o k ed so c o ns p i c u-

ous and sad when t hey wer e t o ge t h er  i n gr o ups and t hey wer e a c t u a l l y 

not  a par t  o f  c o l l ege l i f e . I  mi xed wi t h t h e ' ' f a i r l y we l l  but  

1 d i d not  l i k e i t  at  a l l . ~j  At  f i r s t  I  went  ar o und wi t h some of  my 

f o r mer  h a k u j i n h i gh s c ho o l  f r i en d s but  not  so many o f  t hem went  on 

t o C i t y Co l l ege so I  was g r a d u a l l y f o r c ed t o go ar ound wi t h n i s e i  

mor e and mor e. I  d i d n ' t  t ak e par t  i n v er y many o f  t he c o l l ege ac -

t i v i t i e s as I  was not  a d e f i n i t e par t  of  t he s c ho o l  l i k e I  had been 

i n h i gh s c ho o l . I n s p i t e o f  t h a t , I  en j o y ed my s el f  f a i r l y we l l  and 

1 g r aduat ed f r om C i t y Co l l ege i n F eo r u a r y , 1942. i t  was i mpo s s i b l e 

f o r  rae t o en r o l l  i n U . 5 . C . r i g h t  away bec aus e t he ,/ar  had br ok en 

out  h ear  t he end o f  t he s emes t er  and t h i ngs wer e p r et t y we l l  a i s -  ' 

r up ,ed. 

' J us t  be f o r e t h e war  l  was p e r f e c t l y c o nt ent ed wi t h go i ng t o 

s c hoo l  and I  en j o y ed i t  f ?er y much by t hen . I  nev er  gave a t hought  

t o any t h i ng e l s e and ev er y t h i n g i n t he wo r l d seemed t o be r unn i ng 

s o smoot h t o me. Of  c o ur s e, 1 hear d t hat  t her e was a war  i n Eur ope 

and J apan was f i g h t i n g Ch i n a , but  I  nev er  gave t ho s e t h i ngs much 

ho ught  bec aus e i t  d i d not  a f f e c t  me at  a l l  and I  d i d no t  see how 

i t  ev er  c o u l d . i  d i d n ' t  hav e any pr obl ems o f  h av i ng t o wor k t h r u 

s c ho o l  s i nc e my par en t s wer e we l l  o f f  enough t o s end me i n f a i r  

s t y l e . 1 got  so i n t e r es t ed i n c o l l ege t hat  I  k ept  t a l k i n g about  i t  

t o my y o unger  b r o t her  and I  y /ant ed hi m t o go v er y much as I  f e l t  
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t hat  i t  was mor e i mpo r t ant  f o r  a f e l l o w t o get  a c o l l ege dec r ee 

t han a j g i r l . 

(j î i t  t ha , t i me I  knew t hat  t he J apanes e wer e p r e j u d i c ed aga i n s t  

but  I  had nev er  ex p er i enc ed i t  my s e l f . 1 us ed t o hear  s t o r i es about  

d i s c r i mi n a t i o n aga i n s t  t he J apanes e but  i t  nev er  o c c ur r ed t o me t hat  

someBay i t  mi ght  a l s o a f f e c t  me When I  f i r s t  hear d o f  t he pr ej u-

d i c es ag a i n s t  t he J ap anes e , i t  was qu i t e a s hoc k and i t  woke me up 

f o r  a s ho r t  t i me, but  I  s oon f o r get  t hes e t h i n gs bec aus e o f  ray 

c o l l ege l i f e . J Bef o r e t he wa r , I  d i d not  c ar e t o t h i n k ' a b o u t  any-

t h i ng s e r i o u s anyway as my s o c i a l  l i f e was one o f  t he most  i mpor t -

ant  t h i ng t o me a l o ng wi t h my edu c a t i o n . Some of  t he n i s e i  us ed 

t o t e l l  me t hat  t her e wer e c e r t a i n p l ac es i n L o s An ge l es c l o s ed t o 

t he J apanes e but  I  nev er  d i d go t o f i n d out  i f  i t  wer e t r u e . On 

some o f  my dat es I  us ed t o go t o many o f  t he f i r s t  c l a s s ent er -

t ai nment  e i aeee p l ac es and I  was nev er  d i s c r i mi n a t ed a g a i n s t T j  I  

nev er  t hought  o f  my s el f  i n t er ms o f  be i ng a s ub j ec t  o f  J apan . I  wes 

r a i s ed her e and I  a l way s t ook i t  as an ac c ep t ed f a c t . I t  ws qu i t e 

a s ho c k t o me when I  r e a l i z e d t hat  I  c o u l d n ' t  get  i nt o c i v i l  ser -

v i c e and t h i s made me down and out  f o r  a wh i l e but  I  s oon got  over  

t h a t . I  made a b i g f u s s abo ut  t he $75 no n- r es i denc e f ee a l s o but  

I  c o u l . n ' t  do much ag a i n s t  t h a t . I  went  ar ound and got  a l l  s o r t s 

o f  a f f i d a v i t s s ho wi ng t hat  I  had been her e a l l  o f  my l i f e exc ept  

4 mont hs at  t he beg i n n i n g but  t he s c ho o l  s t i l l  i n s i s t e d t hat  I  was 

an a l i e n . I t  made me so s o r e at  U . C . L . A . when I  had t  o pay %7o and 

my o t her  f r i en d s onl y p a i d $2 7 . 5 0 . A l l  o f  t h i s was due t o a t ec h-

n i c a l i t y . I t  a l s o made me s o r e .wh en my Cauc as i an f r i e n d s got  i n t o 

c i v i l  s e r v i c e and I  cou d not  ev en t ak e t he t e s t . Thes e t h i n gs 

o n l y a f f e c t e d me f o r  a s ho r t  t i me and I  q u i c k l y s e t t l ed bac k i n t o 
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t he r o u t i ne o f  my c a r e f r ee l i f e . I  gues s I  was t oo y o ung t o f u l l y 

r e a l i z e what  t hes e ac t i o n s meant . My mot her  has been mor e .con-

s c i o u s o f  my n o n - c i t i z en s h i p s t a t u s t han I  h av e . That  i s why she 

was so h e s i t a n t  about  a l l o wi n g me t o come out  o f  camp t o Ch i c ago as 

she b e l i ev ed t hat  a l l  J apanes e a l i e n s wo ul d have a most  d i f f i c u l t  

t i me and t hat  mos t  o f  t he d i s c r i mi n a t i o n and p r e j u d i c e s wo u l d be 

d i r ec t ed at  t hem. ¿>he i s s t i l l  a f r a i d o f  t h i s and she t h i n &s t h a t  

I  have no p r o t ec t i o n at  a l l  i n c as e t he war  wi t h J apan / et s s t r o nger  

She f e &l s t hat  I  may ev en have an ac t  ov v i o l en c e c o r mi t t t ed aga i n s t  

me ev en t ho I  wr i t e l e t t e r s and t e l l  how we l l  I  have been ac c ep t ed 

out  h er e . 

^ I  was a l s o t ak i n g par t  i n a l o t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s o f  t he i n t er - Y 

c l ub du r i ng t he t i me I  was i n s c ho o l  j us t  be f o r e t he war . 7e had 

q u i t e a f ew s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s and our  mi nds was a l way s on t hes e 

t h i n g s . The c l ub was composed en t i r e l y o f  n i s e i  - :i r i s and we spon-

s o r ed a l o t  of  d i s c u s s i o n meet i ngs and d a n c e s j  I  was go i gg t o 

qu i t e a f ew o f  n i s e i  danc es at  t h i s t i me a s ^T l ear ned how t o 

j i t t er - bug and t hat  c r az e was t he c h i e f  t o p i c of  l i f e amon; t he 

y oung n i s e i  t hen . I  was go i ng s t eady wi t h a f e l l o w but  he s udden l y 

l e f t  me and go t  mar r i ed t o ano t her  g i r l . That  d e f l a t ed me qu i t e a  ̂

b i t  but  I  s oon go t  ano t her  boy f r i en d and t h i ngs went  a l o ng as 

no r mal . I  nev er  d i d hav e any d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g dat es t o go t o 

danc es . \  Hay "be I  had t oo many da t es and I  c oul d nev er  r es i s t  t he 

t empt at i o n and o f t e n I  woul d s a c r i f i c e some o f  my c o l l ege c l a s s es 

t o go t o t hes e n i s e i  a c t i v i t i e s . j Î  a l s o went  t o c hur c h ev er y Sun-

day but  I  am not  a r e l i g i o u s s o r t  of  per s o n . My mot her  made me go 

t o c hur c h when I  was a y oung g i r l  and I  j us t  k ept  i t  u p . I  qu i t  

go i ng f o r  a wh i l e bef o r e t he war  but  a f t e r  P ea r l  Har bo r  I  s t a r t ed 
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t o go a g a i n ev er y Su n d a y f j  I  d i d not  t ak e any ac t i v e par t  i n t he  ̂

c hur c h a c t i v i t i e s t ho ugh . - was a J apanes e c hur c h and a l o t  o f  

n i s e i  us ed t o go t h er e . 

�f I  was l i v i n g near  Bo y l e He i gh t s wher e t her e was a b i g commu-

n i t y o f  J ap an es e . T her e wer e qu i t e a f ew J apanes e l i v i n g ar o und 

our  h o ne. Ho wev er , t her e wer e a l s o s c a t t e r ed gr o ups o f  »Re o t her  

n a t i o n a l i t i e s ar ound u s . My mot her  us ed t o be qu i t e c l o s e f r i en d s 

wi t h a .Cauc as i an woman who l i v ed next  do o r . Us u a l l y my p a r e n t s 

s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s wer e c o n f i ned t o o t her  J apanes e a f f a i r s . Once i n 

a wh i l e t he who l e f ami l y c l an wo ul d come t o get her  i n our  home and 

t her e wer e abo ut  20 i n a l l . My dad was t he o l des t  of  t he gr o up and 

t hey a l way s cane t o hi m f o r  a d v i c e . Ee was a s o r t  o f  a head f o r  

t he who l e c l an and he f e l t  t hat  he was r es p o n s i b l e f o r  t hem i n t i me 

of  t r o ub l e or  s o r r o wf ^On r ea l  i mpor t ant  d e c i s i o n s t he member s o f  

t he f ami l y c l an woul d a l way s c o ns u l t  t he o l de r  member s wh i c h i n-

c l uded my f a t h e r . I  nev er  knew how t hes e t h i n gs wor k ed bec aus e 1 

had o n l y l i mi t ed c o nt ac t s wi t h i t . I  do know t hat  we en t er t a i n ed 

o ur  r e l a t i v e s qu i t e o f t en and t hen my f a t h er  wo u l d go o f f  i n t o t he 

l i v i n g r oom t o t a l k t o one of  t wo o f  t hem on some pr o b l em t hey h a d . 

( j T i y ,dad a l l o wed me t o d r i v e t he c ar  t o s c ho o l  and t hat  was 

ano t her  a v an t age I  had ov er  t he n i s e i  k i d s , a f t e r  s c ho o l  I  w o u l d  ̂

d r i v e bac k t o h i s s t o r e and h e l p hi m out  a l i t t l e . Then I  wo ul d 

d r i v e hi m home. T h i s was one o f  t he r eas o ns why I  d i d not  t ak e a 

g r eat er  par t  i n t he c o l l ege l i f e . A l t h d I  was hav i ng a l o t  oi  f u n , 

i t  r ea l l y was a v er y nar r o w l i f e and I  wa s n ' t  dr y beh i nd t he ea r s . 

I  nev er  d i d do an y t h i n g r e a l  c o n s t r u c t i v e . I  was i n a p r o t ec t ed 

env i r o nment  and I  nev er  had t o s t r u gg l e f o r  t h i n gs o f  my own. 

T hat  was why I  was not  s o c i a l l y c o ns c i o us and I  r a r e l y had any deep 
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f no ught s about  t he ec onomi c and s o c i a l  pr obl em o f  t h i s c ount r y as 

t hes e t h i ngs wer e t oo d i s t a n t  f r om me and I  c o ul d not  t h i nk o f  t hem 

i n c o nc r et e t er ms . I  s houl d have been awar e of  a l o t  o f  t h i n gs be-

c aus e I  d i d s ee t he s l ums . o f  L o s Ange l es wher e t he Negr o es , ex i -

c ans and even t he J apanes e l i v e d . T her e wer e a l s o a l o t  o f  poo r  

h a k u j i n peo p l e l i k e t he Ok i es who' l i v ed i n t he s l ums . I  t ook a l l  

o f  t hes e t h i ngs f o r  gr ant ed and I  nev er  d i d t h i n k t hat  t h i ngs c o ul d 

be i mpr oved t oo muc h. I  was hav i ng a good l i f e and I  d i d n ' t  c ar e 

much about  how t he o t her s l i v ed as l ong as i t  d i d not  i n t e r f e r e wi t h 

my own p r o t ec t ed l i t t l e wo r l d , [ j l y dad was do i ng we l l  i n h i s bus i -

nes s wh i c h had s udden l y i mpr oved a l t h / ' l  d i d n ' t  know t he r eas o n f o r  

t h a t . He owned 4 s t o r es at  one t i me but  j us t  bef o r e the-  war  he o n l y 

oper at ed- one l a r ge s t o r e and he had abo ut  6 J ap anes e wo r k i ng f o r  

h i m. My dad was a v er y s y mpat het i c s o r t  o f  per s o n and he l i k ed t o 

hel p peo p l e o u t . He go t  i n t o mor e c o mp l i c a t i o ns bec aus e member s o f  

t he f ami l y c l an and o t her s bo r r owed so much money f r o m hi m and most  

o f  t hem nev er  r e p a i d . I t  was a good t h i ng t hat  mos t  o f  h i s b u s i n es s 

was wi t h t he h a k u j i n peo p l e o r  e l s e he mi ght  have gone br ok e g i v i n g 

c r ed i t  t o a l o t  o f  J ap anes e . The l as t  s t o r e & owned was i n Be-

v er l y H i l l s was so t hat  I  dr ove 20 mi l es a f t e r  h i m ev er y day a f t e r  

s c h o o l . ! He a l s o had a s t o r e i n P as adena but  he s o l d i t  a f ew 

mont hs bef o r e t he war . I  t h i n k t hat  my f a t h er  had some i dea o f  r e-

t i r i n g and go i ng bac k t o J ap an , but  we k i ds wo ul d not  even t h i n k 

abo ut  suc h an i d ea . I ' j  dad f i g u r ed t hat  he c o ul d t r a i n my br o t her  

i n t o t ak i ng o v er  t he management  o f  h i s bu s i n es s a f t e r  he got  out  o f  

c o l l e g e r y f a t h e r  had qu i t e a b i t  o f  money s av ed up f r om h i s l i f e 

wo r k and he r e a l l y d i d want  t o g i v e us a l l  t he adv an t ages t hat  was 

p o s s i b l e . "T i n d e r  s uc h an env i r o nment , I  n a t u r a l l y t ook t h i ngs f o r  
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C- ?ranted and a t  t i mes t her e was a t endenc y f o r  me t o t h i n k t hat  I  

was be t t e r  t han a l o t  of  o t her  n i s e i . 

j ^My o n l y r e a l  p l an f o r  t he f u t u r e bef o r e t he war  was t o get  

t hr ough s c ho o l . I  want ed t o get  t r a i n i n g f o r  some k i nd o f  p r o f es s -   ̂

i o na l  wor k but  I  was not  s ur e of  what  I  wa n t e d T ] I  had nobody t o 

gu i de me i n t h i s , so I  k ept  d r i f t i n g a l o n g , [ j  want ed t o be i nde-

pendent  and on my own so t hat  I  wo u l d be i n a p o s i t i o n t o be ab l e 

t o he l p out  my par ent s i n c as e t hey ev er  needed i .̂ I  t hought  t hat  

I  wo ul d be ab l e t o det er mi ne e x a c t l y what  I  wan t  a f t e r  I  got  en-

r o l l ed i n U . S . C . I  was l o o k i n g f o r war d t o t hat  qu i t e a b i t  when t he 

n  ̂
war  came ar o und ana r u i ned t h i s dr eam. Ĵ  

" I  nev er  gav e mar r i age a t hought  bec aus e I  was t oo y o ung. I  

was go i n g ar o und f a i r l y s t eady wi t h a n i s e i  boy but  he s udden l y got  

d r a f t e d . We wer e j us t  go i ng ar o und l i k e good f r i en d s and I  had no 

s e r i o u s t ho ught s f o r  mar r i age . E du c a t i o n was t he mai n t hought  i n 

my mi nd at  t hat  t i me and I  was g r e a t l y s u r p r i s ed when my boy 

f r i end s udden l y pr opos ed t o me bef o r e he went  i n t o t he Ar my . I  had 

t o t u r n h i m down bec aus e I  t ho ught  i t  was a s i l l y i dea . I  p r o bab l y . 

woul d have s t ay ed i n L o s - n ge l es a l l  my l i f e and d r i f t e d a l o ng o r  

e l s e got  some r e a l  t r a i n i n g i n a p r o f e s s i o n i f  t he wr r  d i d n ' t  

c hange t h i n g s . I  d i d have some y ear n i ng t o t r age l  ar ound, and see 

t he wo r l d , e s p ec i a l l y J ap an , but  I  s uppos e a l l  n i s e i  who l i v e i n a 

l i mi t ed env i r o nment  have t hat  des i r e t o want  t o ex pand . Ev en t ho 

I  was , ' a i r l y happy i n my l i f e , I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t hat  I  was c o mpl et el y 

s a t i s f i e d wi t h what  I  was . I t  was onl y a v ague t hought  wh i c h 

o c c ur r ed t o me at  odd moment s and i t  was not  a p r es s i n g t h i n g on my 

mi nd c o n t i n u a l l y . I  d i d n ' t  know ex ac t l y what  t he pur po s e o f  educ a-

t i o n was . 
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MThe J apanes e peo p l e a l l  t ho ught  t hat  go i ng t o c o l l  ge was f o r  

t he pur po s e o f  g e t t i n g a good j ob i n t he p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d a f t er -

war ds . I  t hought  o f  c o l l ege mor e as a means o f  g e t t i n g a good 

-  c u l t u r a l  bac k gr ound and r a i s e my s t andar d o f  l i v i n g . I  j us t  .ant ed 

t o be ab l e t o under s t and t h i n g s mor e. I t  made ne mad bec aus e a l l  

o f  t he n i s e i  k i ds t ho ught  o f  c o l l ege i n t er ms o f  a j ob as t h e i r  

, p ar en t s t ho ught . They wer e not  ab l e t o en j o y t he r ea l  c o l l ege l i f e 

bec aus e t hey l i mi t ed t hems el v es so muc h. I  d i d n ' t  bl ame t he i s s e i  

so much f o r  b e i n r  so nar r ow mi nded abo ut  t h i s , but  I  t hought  t hat  

t he n i s e i  s houl d know b e t t e r . 1 f e l t  s o r r y f o r  t he i s s e i  as many 

o f  t hem wor k ed so har d j us t  t o s and t h e i r  k i d s t o c o l l eg e . Then 

t he n i s e i  k i d s wo u l d not  ap p r ec i a t e i t  enough and wo u l d s quander  

t h e i r  p a r en t s ' money wi t ho u t  g e t t i n g any t h i ng d e f i n i t e out  o f  co l -

l eg e . They d i d not  know what  i t  was a l l  abo ut . The n i s e i  k i ds 

needed mor e ac t u a l  ex p er i en c es so t hat  t hey c o u l d be mor e d e f i n i t e 

about  t he pur po s e o f  c o l l eg e . I  gu es s i n many way s I  was l i k e t hem 

but  i t  s t i l l  i r r i g a t ed me when I  saw a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  f e l l o ws 

d r i v i n g ar o und i n c ar s t hat  t h e i r  par en t s had s a c r i f i c e d f o r  and 

t her e f e l l o ws wo u l d j us t  r un abo ut  p a s t i n g t h e i r  t i me. 

^D u r i n g a l l  o f  my l i f e up t o t he war  I  was not  i n t e r es t ed i n 

p o l i t i c s at  a l l  but  I  o f t en d i d s ec r e t l y hope t hat  I  c oul d become 

a c i t i z e n so t hat  I  c o ul d v o t e l i k e t he r e; t  o f  my Cauc as i an 

f r i e n d s . I  gues s i t  wo ul d r e a l l y be s omet hi ng t o be abl e t o v o t e 

but  I  d o n ' t  t h i nk I  wo ul d have t hat  c hanc e u n l es s we ar e a l l o wed t o . 

n a t u r a l i z e some day . Du r i ng t he f a l l  o f  1941 I  d i d become mor e and 

mor e awar e t hat  t her e was t r o u b l e br ewi ng i n t he Or i en t  bec aus e my 

par ent s ana a l o t  of  t he o t her  J apanes e wer e t a l k i n g abo ut  i t T j  I  l one 

o f  us ev er  dr eam 't hat  a war  woul d a c t u a l l y s t ar t  t ho ugh . £ At  t i mes l  



- 24 -

I  d i d n ' t  bl ame J apan f o r  t ak i ng t h i ngs i n t o her  own hands bec aus e 

s i nc e t he ex c l u s i o n a c t , she was not  ab l e t o expand at  a l l  and t he 

o n l y p l ac e wher e she c oul d go was t o Ch i n a . I  wi s hed t hat  J apan 

c o ul d have go t t en a l o ng bet t er  wi t h Amer i c a and i t  d i s t u r b ed me 

when I  saw t hat  t he t en s i o n was i n c r e a s i n g . ] - ¿ven t hen J  d i d n ' t  

dr eam t hat  J apan wo ul d ev er  have t he ner v e t o a t t ac k t he Un i t ed 

S t a t e s . 
J -

"On P ea r l  Har bo r  J ay , o ur  who l e f ami l y was home t ak i n g i t  eas y . f _"Oi  

I  y br o t her  was l i s t e n i n g t o some p o p u l a r  r ec o r d i n g mus i c and my 

s i s t e r s and I  wer e s i t t i n g ar o und and l i s t e n i n g t o i t  a l s o . 'hen 

my s i s t e r  t ur ned t he r a d i o on and a l l  o f  a s udden a news f l a s h  ̂

came ov er  t he a i r  wh i c h s ho c k ed u s . I  d i d n ' t  get  t he s i g n i f i c a n c e 

o f  i t  at  a l l  when my br o t her  s a i d t hat  t he J apanes e had bombed 

P ea r l  Har bo r , .r- roiq- * t  know., why-  I  wa- g�st r s -̂ êr ^̂  I  j us t  c o u l d n ' t  

t h i nk s t r a i g h t . We t ho ught  t hat  maybe i t  mi ght  be a mi s t ak e o r  

some k i nd of  a p l a y . A f ew mi nut es l a t e r  t he announc ement  came 

over  t he r ad i o aga i n and I  r e a l i z e d t hat  i t  was t r u e . '.7e wer e 

s c ar ed s t i f f  so t hat  we s t ay ed home a l l  day and l i s t e n e d t o t he 

r adi o i T J  I  was emo t i o n a l l y up s et  bec aus e 1 d i d n ' t  know what  woul d 

happen. I t  was a s c ar e wh i c h t e r r o r i z ed me. .¿e j us t  sat  ar ound 

and t a l k ed at  h o m e . d a d was a l s o qu i t e s c ar ed bec aus e he d i d n ' t  

know what  woul d happen t o h i s b u s i n e s s . He d i d n ' t  want  any o f  us 

t o go out  i n t o t he s t r e e t s t hat  day and my mot her  bac k ed hi m up on 

t h i s bec aus e she t hought  i t  wo u l d be t oo danger o us . A f t e r  t he 

f i r s t  s hoc k my dad t hought  t hat  t he war  woul d be o v er  v er y qutdj l fcl y. 

He d i d n ' t  s ay v er y much ex c ep t , Ŝo , at  l a s t , J apan has dec l a r ed 

wa r .  ̂ J l  know t hat  he was s y p at het i c t o J apan but  he d i d n ' t  s ay 
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any t h i ng t o us at  a l l . [ T̂y mot her  was t he one who was s oar ed most  

o f  a l l  A" k ept  wo r r y i ng and she d i d not  know what  woul d happen ** 

t o u s . Q:- he i magi ned a l l  s o r t s o f  t h i ngs and she f r i gh t en ed me 

qu i t e a b i t  when she s a i d s o met h i ng d r as t i c woul d happen t o a l l  o f  
k 

a l l  o f  u s . I  t r i ed t o c al m her  down by t e l l i n g her  t hat  no t h i ng 

woul d happen t o us but  she wo u l d n ' t  be l i ev e me . J j T h i s t ens e at mos-

pher e n a t u r a l l y made me f ee l  p r e t t y u n eas y . 

5, I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  no?/ t o r emember  e x a c t l v j j o w I  f e l t  exc ept  

I X t hat  I  was s c ar ed and emo t i o na l l y u p s e t . . h Ĵ wh e n I  began t o 

cal m down a b i t , I  began t o wi s h t hat  i t  d i d not  happen. I  s uppos e 

I  was s e l f i s h bec aus e I  i mmedi at e l y t hought  my s c ho o l  l i f e woul d be 

i n t er r up t ed and a l l  n i s e i  f e l l o ws woul d be d r a f t e d . \  I  was v er y mad 

t hat  J apan dec l a r ed war  on t he Un i t ed S t a t es at  t hat  t i me. I  knew 

t hat  my l i f e wo ul d be d i s r u p t ed but  I  d i d n ' t  know ex ac t l y how. I  

was t oo c o n f us ed about  t hi ng-  t o be ab l e t o t h i n k s t r a i g h t . I  won-

der ed what  wo ul d happen t o our  s t o r e . I  had v i s i o n s o f  mobs go i ng 

down t her : ; and t ea r i n g i t  apar t  l us t  bec aus e t her e was a J apanes e 

owner   ̂

"T he war  a l s o a f f e c t e d our  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s . On Sa t u r day , Dec . 

6, my mot her  had gone t o t he Sumi t omo .bank t o get  $500 o u t . She 

was g i v en a c hec k f o r  i t  and s he dec i ded t o wa i t  u n t i l  Monday be-

f o r e c as h i ng i t  on t he 8t h . By t hat  t i me t he war  had br ok en out  

and t he bank f unds wer e f r o z e n . I t  was a l uc k y t h i ng t hat  dad kept  

most  o f  h i s money i n t he h a k u j i n ban k s . I  t h i n k t hat  he had some 

J apanes e s t o c k v/hi ch wer e f r o z e n and he a l s o had s t o c k s i n :he 

Manc hur i a R a i l r o a d . I  d o n ' t  know ex ac t l y how much money was f r o z en 

or  l o s t  and i t  may have been a l a r ge sum. - e owned our  own home 

and my f a t h er  a l s o had some p r o per t y near  Ker mos a Beac h , l i e was 
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wor r i ed, bec aus e he t ho ught  t hat  t h i s p r o p er t y r ai ght  be t ak en away 

f r om hi m ev en t hough i t  was i n t he name of  my o l der  s i s t e r  who was 

a c i t i z e ' n j j  

"T he f ac t  t hat  I  d i d not  have Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p d i d not  

en t er  my mi nd sr% a l l  u n t i l  l a t e r . Mo t her  had t he i dea t hat  a l l  o f  

t he J apanes e a l i e n s woul d be put  i n t o p r i s o n and I  woul d have t o 

go a l o ng wi t h t he i s s e i . I  t hought  t hat  t h i s was a f an t as t i c i dea 

bec aus e I  c o u l d n ' t  i magi ne my s e l f  bei ng s t r anded wi t h a l o t  o f  t he 

o l d J apanes e p eo p l e . I  had no t h i ng i n common wi t h t hem and I  knew 

t hat  1 woul d not  be ab l e t o agr ee wi t h t h e i r  way o f  l i f e at  a l l . 

I  had been t r y i n g t o get  away f r o m i t  as much as p o s s i b l e f o r  y ea r s . 

"L a t e r  on my l ac k o f  c i t i z e n s h i p r e a l l y annoy ed me when I  had 

t o go and get  f i n ger - p r i n t ed and r e g i s t e r  i n t he a l i e n r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

I  t hought  i t  was so f unny t hat  1 had t o go wi t h a l l  t hes e peo p l e i n-

s t ead o f  b e i n g eo ns i der ed a n i s e i . The o f f i c i a l s who d i d t he r e-

g i s t e r i n g a l l  t ho ught  t hat  I  was a most  I n a l i e n - l i k e "a l i e n ? . I  

nev er  d i d f u l l y r e a l i z e t hat  I  wo u l d ev er  be t r ea t ed as an a l i e n 

u n t i l  a l l  o f  t hes e t ec h n i c a l  t h i n gs came up t o bo t her  me. 

( ^Wh e n I  went  t o s c ho o l  t he m &t  day a f t e r  P ea r l  Har bo r , I  f e l t  

v er y unc o mf o r t ab l e r i d i n g i n a s t r eet  c a r . ,Ty dad t hought  i t  was 

bet t er  t hat  I  d i d not  t ak e t he c ar  s i n c e he needed i t  t o do some 

o f  h i s b u s i n e s s . I  was c o ns c i o us o f  t he g l a r i n g h ead l i n es i n t he 

news paper s and I  f e l t  t hat  t he peo p l e wer e g l a r i n g at  me j us t  as 

h a r d . I  t hought  t hat  t hey a l l  knew t hat  I  had been bo r n i n J apan 

and t hat  made a d i f f  r en c e . I  vms ev en c a l l ed a J ap by some f e l l o w 

who l o o k ed l i k e he was dr unk and I  f e l t  qu i t e hur t  at  t h a t , i l l  o f  

t hes e t h i ngs g r adu a l l y wor e o f f  and I  s e t t l ed down t o a mor e r out -

i ne l i f e as t he day s went  by . For t he l o nges t  t i me I  d i d not  go t o 
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a mov i e "because I  was a f r a i d t hat  p eo p l e wo ul d n o t i c e me and c a l l  

me a J ap . I  gues s I  was s c ar ed f o r  q u i t e a wh i l e a f t e r  t he P ea r l  

Har bo r  s ho c k . F o r  t he f i r s t  week or  so a f t e r  t he A t t ac k , a n i s e i  

f r i e n d o f  mi ne s t a r t ed t o t ak e me t o s c ho o l  i n h i s c ar  so t hat  I  

wo u l d not  hav e t o r i de t he s t r eet  c ar  so peo p l e c oup l d s t ar e at  me. 

l  § was g r a t e f u l  t o hi m f o r  t h a t . J  I  was under  a t en s i o n and i t  <&ook 

me q u i t e a wh i l e not  t o be so f r i g h t en ed any mor e. 

¿ "1 d i d not  have any u n p l eas aan t  exp r i en c es at  c o l l ege s r ^T 

ewe- e- iretrr  I  hear d Ro o s ev e l t  dec l a r e war  and a l l  t he t eac h er s t o l d 

t he n i s e i  t hat  we had no t h i ng t o wo r r y abo u t . I  t hought  I  had an 

ex t r a - s p ec i a l  wo r r y bec aus e I  wa s n ' t  even a c i t i z e n . I  was so numb 

t hat  I  d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e t he f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  t he war  f o r  s ev er a l  day s . / 

. y s c ho o l  wo r k d i d no t  s u f f e r  v er y much as I  c o nc ent r at ed upon t hat  

ev en r i or e t han bef o r e u n t i l  t he s hoc k wor e o f f , ^o t h i n g unus ua l  

happened a f t e r  t he f i r s t  week exc ept  f o r  t he F . E . I . r a i d s . I  

d i d n ' t  go i n t o L i l ' Tok y o at  a l l  as 1 f e l t  i t  woul d be be t t e r  f o r  

me t o s t ay out  o f  t hat  d i s t r i c t T j  I t was be i ng guar ded by p o l i c e and 

r ad i o c ar s p a t r o l l ed t he s t r e e t s . n i gh t  a l l  o f  t he d i s t r i c t  was 

b l ac k ed o u t . I t  seemed t hat  most  o f  t he J apanes e s t o r es wer e 

c l o s ed r i gh t  a ay . S i n c e h i s s t o r e was not  i n a J apanes e s ec t i o n 

my dad was not  bo t her ed at  a l l  a l t h o he d i d wor r y a gr eat  deal  about  

be i ng a r r es t ed by t he F . B . I , l i k e t he o t her  i s s e i . 

| "A f t e r  a f ew week s a l o t  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s wer e put  on t he a l i e n s 

and a l l  I  c o u l d do was t o go t o s c ho o l . I  wa s n ' t  ab l e t o t r av e l  

oat  o f  a c e r t a i n ar ea and a c ur f ew was a p p l i e d t o me. That  s c ar ed 

me aga i n but  a f t e r  a wh i l e I  went  p l ac es on t he s l y as I  f i g u r ed 

t hat  I  woul d be t ak en 'srs a n i s e i  any way . .Ty mot her  got  wo r r i ed 

abo ut  t h i s as she. was a f r a i d I ' d be a r r es t ed at  any t i me. Ther e 



- 28-  � 

v/er e a l o t  o f  s t o r i e s about  F i l i p i n o s r i o t i n g and k i l l i n g J apanes e 

f ar mer s but  I  nev er  saw an y t h i n g o f  t hes e t h i n gs i n t he news paper s . 

l e i r ead t he J apanes e l anguage p ap er s ev er y day t o f o l l o w t he new 

dev el o pment s . I t  seemed t hat  t he h a k u j i n peo p l e d i d not  ev en no-

t i c e me a f t e r  t he f ew week s a f t e r  t he war . 

ft  One o f  our  c o ns t an t  wo r r i es was t hat  dad woul d ev en t u a l l y be 

i n t er ened and we expec t ed i t  at  any t i me. My g i r l  f r i e n d ' s dad 

was t ak en a f t e r  t he f i r s t  day and we f e l t  s ur e t hat  dad woul d be 

t ak en be f o r e î s r s . j The week s began t o pas s wi t ho ut  any t h i ng hap-

p en i ng so t hat  we g r adu a l l y c al mned down. ^N o t h i n g happened i n 

J anuar y and F ebr uar y so we f i gu r ed t hat  t he F . B . I , was not  go i ng t o 

bo t her  dad as t hey had p r o bab l y c l ea r ed h i m. I n F ebr uar y I  gr adu-

at ed f r o m L o s n̂ ;e l es C i t y Co l l ege, but  I  d i d not  en r o l l  i n " . . 0 .  ̂

as I  p l anned bec aus e 1 c o u l d not  t r av e l  t hat  f a r . I  r e - enr o l l ed at  

C i t y Co l l ege f o r  t he new s emes t er  t o t ak e a f ew mor e c o ur s es u n t i l  

i  c o u l d l ea r n ex ac t l y what  my s t a t us wo ul d be . l !y p ar en t s d i d not  

t h i nk t hat  i t  woul d be suc h a good i dea t o be p ay i ng s o much t u i -

t i o n f o r  U . S . C . when t h i n g s wer e so u n c e r t a i n . f j y dad wo r r i ed a 

l o t  about  h i s f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s s i nc e some o f  h i s m ney wer e f r oaenj , 

$$ d i d no t  know i f  t he r es t  wo u l d be t ak en a wa y / j l l e was a l l o wed t o 

dr aw out  a c e r t a i n amount  eac h mont h so we d i d not  have enuu&h 

c as h on hand f o r  t he t u i t i o n ev en i f  I  dec i ded t o go . 1 Had no% 

i dea t hat  any t h i ng l i k e ev ac uat i o n was i n s t o r e f o r  u s . I  gues s 

a f t e r  t he f i r s t  s hoc k o f  t h i n g s , I  mor e or  l e s s s e t t l ed bac k i n t o 

ray o l d l i f e exc ept  t hat  t her e wer e not  a l l  t he s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s 

go i ng on a f t e r  P ea r l  Ha r bo r . I  d i d not  do any r e a l  t h i n k i n g u n t i l  

a f t e r  I  went  t o t he c en t e r . I  was t oo young and t oo mi xed up t o 

t h i n k t h i ngs aut  any way , so t hat  I  t ended t o d i s mi s s i t  f r om my 
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mi nd and t h i n k o f  mor e p l eas an t  t h i n g s . 

"The war  a i d not  a f f e c t  my r e l a t i o n s h i p wi t h t he f ami l y at  a l l  

exc ept  t hat  i t  d i d b r i n g us c l o s e r  t o get h er . Cj .l y dad wo r r i ed mo s t l y 

about  what  woul d happen at  h i s s t o r e . I t  was l o c a t ed i n a wea l t hy 

J ewi s h d i s t r i c t  and y ou know how t hey d i s c r i mi n a t e  ̂ aga i ns t  ano t her  S 

mi no r i t y r ace." Ĵ  Dad managed t o get  a l o ng but  he l o s t  a l o t  o f  h i s 

f o r mer  c us t o mer s . Many o f  t hem d i d not  c ar e t o p a t r o n i z e a J apan-

es e s t o r e a f t e r  t he war  br ok e o u t . Ther e v/er e no nas t y s c enes as 

\  0 Cx mJ  

f a r  as I  k now, a l t h q ^o me o f  t he c us t omer s di d,..t r y t o t ak e advan-

t age o f  my f a t h er  ana get  t h i ngs c heaper  j us t  bec aus e he was 011 t he 

s o o t . That  made me p r e t t y s o r e . I  s uppos e t hat  was t he beg i n n i n g 

o f  my r a c i a l  c o ns c i o us nes s and I  t ended t o bl ame t he J ews . f o r  a l o t  

o f  t h i ngs and I  had some v er y p r e j u d i c ed i deas abo ut  t hem. 

" I  t h i n k t hat  I  am p r e j u d i c ed aga i n s t  t he Negr o es a l s o . Ther e 

i s no r eas o n f o r  t hat  at  a l l  as t hey nev er  t r ea t ed me bad l y . I  

j us t  wo u l dn ' t  c ar e t o get  t o o chummy wi t h t hem. At  t i mes I  have a 

st r ong, sgr  hat r ed a g a i n s t  t he J ews J aot . I  - d©»- *~t  know why- I  sl LQ.ul d. I n 

s c ho o l  I  had qu i t e a f ew J ewi s h p a l s and I  ac c ep t ed t hem as i nd i -

v i d u a l s . The t h i n g t hat  got  me s o r e was t hat  he J ews had been 

k i c k ed ar ound t hems el v es and s udden l y t hey went  aga i n s t  t he J apan-

es e when t he war  came j us t  f o r  s p i t e . Ĵ I  gues s i t  made t hem f e e l  

mor e s uper i o r  by do i ng t h i s . I t  seemed t o me t hat  a l l  o f  t he mi -

n o r i t y gr oups s ho u l d s t i c k t o g e t h e r . I  know t hat  I  s ho ul d over come 

my f e e l i n g s aga i n s t  t he Negr o es as I  have no bas i c r eas o ns why I  

s ho u l d be p r e j u d i c ed aga i n s t  t hem. P er haps i t  i s bec aus e o f  p u r e l y 

an emo t i o nal  r ea c t i o n aga i n s t  t he c o l o r  o f  t h e i r  s k i n and a l s o 

bec aus e o f  a l l  t he g en e r a l  p r e j u d i c e i n ex i s t en c e aga i n s t  t h i s gr oup 

ai r e;. :dy . I  t h i n k t hat  I  have t r i ed t o over come t h i s f e e l i n g and I  
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hav e a much mor e t o l e r an t  a t t i t u d e ana sympat hy f o r  t hem now t han 

be f o r e . I  nev er  had any c o nt ac t s wi t h Negr o es bef o r e and i t  was 

ac c ept ed among t he n i s e i  t hat  t hey wer e i n f e r i o r  t o u s . I  nev er  

t hought  deep l y about  i t  and I  s uppos e I  ac c ep t ed a l o t  o f  t hes e 

p r e j u d i c e s my s el f  as a c t u a l  f a c t s . 

"Mo s t  of  t he n i s e i  have a l way s d i s c r i mi n a t ed aga i n s t  t he 

Negr o es and t hey s t i l l  f e e l  s t r o ng l y aga i n s t  t hem. I  t h i nk t hat  

t he r eas o n f o r  t h i s i s t hat  a l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  s h e l t e r  t hems el v es 

by go i ng ar ound wi t h c l a s s es l o wer  t han t hems el v es a j u s t  so t hey 

c o u l d f e e l  s u p e r i o r . Ho wev er , t hey dr aw t he l i n e aga i n s t  t he Ne-

gr o es and some o t her  g r o up s . The F i l i p i n o s wer e a l s o g r ea t l y mi s -

t r us t ed and I  nev er  d i d l i k e t hem. I t  was bec aus e o f  some o f  t he 

f i r s t  i mp r es s i o ns I  had o f  t h i s g r o up . I  o n l y saw t he s l i my l o o k i n g 

k i nd wa l k i n g ar o und wi t h gr eas ed h a i r  and I  was somewhat  a f r a i d o f  

t hem. A f t e r  I  hear d of  a l l  t he v i o l en t  t h i ngs t ak i ng p l ac e , I  

r e a l l y gr ew mor e s c ar ed o f  t hem and I  nev er  went  ar ound t he d i s t r i c t  

wher e t hey hanged o u t . I  t h i n k t hat  t he F i l i p i n o s t end t o be over -

s exed so t hat  y ou j us t  c a n ' t  t r us t  t hem. I  know t hat  t her e ar e 

good F i l i p i n o s but  I  h e s i t a t e about  a s s o c i a t i n g wi t h any o f  t hem at  

a l l  b ec aus e t hey do hav e suc h a bad r ep u t a t i o n . 

/j TL c o nt i nued t o k eep up my f r i e n d s h i p s wi t h t he h a k u j i n s I  
> 

knew a l t h t n i  d i d l o s e a f ew f r i e n d s . ±hey j us t  seem- -  d t o av o i d me  ̂

on ac c o unt  o f  t he war  and I  j us t  s uppos ed t hat  t h i s was bec aus e i t  

was ambar r as s i ng t o t hem. ^Mo s t  o f  my r ea l  f r i e n d s , ho wev er , d i d 

not  f e e l  d i f f e r e n t  t owar d me. I n f a c t , t hey wer e s y mpat het i c and 

t ney s a i d I  was j us t  as good an Amer i c an as t hey wer e s i nc e I  v/as 

i n J apan o n l y f o r  f o u r  mont hs ._J  One man made i t  a p a r t i c u l a r  po i n t  

t o r eas s u r e me ev er y t i me he saw me and he s a i d not  t o l e t  i t  
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bo t her  me at  a l l  as he knew t hat  I  was j us t  as l o y a l  t o t h i s coun-

t r y as he was . ¿ A l l  o f  t hes e t h i n g s hel ped me t o r ega i n my s e l f -

c o n f i d en c e . Our  Cau c as i an ne i gh bo r s r emai ned .i ust  as n i c e as t hey 

had ev er  been b e f o r e . They made a s p e c i a l  po i n t  o f  comi ng t o us . t o 

t e l l  how t hey f e l t  about  i t  so t hat  we v/oul d not  t h i n k t hey wer e 

aga i n s t  u s . I t  was at  t h i s t i me t hat  my b i g s i s t e r  got  mor e sy i pa-

t h e t i c t owar d t he Un i t e d S t a t es ev en t hough she d i d hav e a l o t  o f  

J apanes y i d e a s T j  I  do n*t  know what  c aus ed t he c hange exac t l y but  

she c e r t a i n l y ' d i d come out  and s ay t hat  she was f o r  Amer i c a a l l  t he 

way . I  was s u r p r i s ed at  t h i s bec aus e she was q u i t e c o ns er v at i v e i n 

her  i d ea s . She s s i d she wo u l d nev er  t h i n k o f  l i v i n g i n J apan aga i n 

as s he d i d not  l i k e t he r e s t r i c t i o n s p l ac ed upo n women. I  gues s 

s he was r e b e l l i n g ag a i n s t  t h i s s qr t  of  t h i n g s l l  a l o ng but  she 

nev er  got  t he c o ur age t o a s s e r t  h e r s l e f  u n t i l  a f t e r  t he war  br ok e 

o u t . I t  d i d n ' t  c aus e any f ami l y c o n f l i c t s at  a l l  bec aus e our  Par -

en t s r e a l i z e d we f e l t  d i f f e r e n t l y about  t hes e t h i n g s . I  t h i nk ; Ui r  

par en t s wo r r i ed r r mr  ̂ abo ut  t he f a c t s t hat  t he i s s e i  and n i s e i  v/oul d 

be s epar at ed . I t  was qu i t e a s t r o ng r umor  t hat  t he i s s e i  v/oul d a l l  

be i n t er ned and we d i d n ' t  know what  we v/oul d do i f  t hat  ev er  hap-

p ened . My dad gav e a l o t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s t e l l i n g us t o s e l l  t he 

s t o r e and d i s p o s e o f  ev er y t h i n g i f  we wer e ev er  s e p a r a t e d . f  He s a i d 

t hat  i f  he wer e i n t e r n ed , we s ho u l d d i s p o s e o f  t he s t o r e a l s o . T h i s 

Was ex ac t l y what  v/e d i d when he was f i n a l l y i n t e r ned on Mar c h 10, 

1942. At  t h i s t i me much mor e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y came upon us and my 

mot her  sor t  o f  l eaned on us mor e and mor e s i n ee s he d i d not  f u l l y 

under s t and what  was go i ng on. 

? , I  was at  s c ho o l  when my f a t h er  v/as i n t e r n ed . When I  came 

home I  had a f unny f e e l i n g bec aus e I  hear d my mot her  c r y i n g . I  
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r e a l i z e d i mmedi at el y t hat  dad had been t ak en at  l a s t . He was put  

i n t o a j a i l  t wo b l o c k s away and we wer e a l l o wed t o go v i s i t  h i m. 

Dad put  up a c h eer f u l  f r o nt  and he t o l d us not  t o wo r r y at  a l l  as 

he wo u l d be out  i n no t i me as he had not  done any t h i ng wr o ng. I n-

s t ead o f  u s c h eer i ng hi m up i t  t ur ned out  t hat  he had t o c heer  a l l  

o f  us up bec aus e we wer e so d ep r es s ed . The F . B . I , o f f i c e r s went  

t h r i P a l l  o f  our  t h i n g s at  home but  t hey d i d no t . f i n d an y t h i n g t hat  

showed ev i denc e t hat  my f a t h er  had done any s abo t age wor k or  any-

t h i n g l i k e t hat . The o n l y r eas o n why t hey d i d t ak e hi m was t hat  he 

was on t he Boar d o f  Di r ec t o r s o f  f ch a J apanes e L anguage s c h o o l . 

"Dad was s udden l y t r an s f e r r ed t o t he T u j ungan i nt er nment  cen-

t e r  and we went  t o v i s i t  h i m about  5 t i mes a week . My s i s t e r  had 

wo r k ed as an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  t he I . B . I , o f f i c e so t hat  t hey gave us 

some s p e c i a l  p as s es . Ev er y t i me we went  up t her e dad was wo r r i ed 
H . f a * 

mos t l y about  what  wo u l d happen t o h i s s t o r e . Mr . Vt e &̂Fs was d a d ' s 

c l o s e f r i en d and s o r t  o f  a s i l en t  par t ner  i n t he bus i nes s and adad 

t o l d us t o r el 3  ̂ upo n h i m a l o t  i f  d i s p o s i n g o f  t he s t o r e . Mr . 
A - 1 

' o r r i s h e l p ed my s ei t  s i s t e r  and me make ar r angement s t o s e l l  o u t . Ĵ  

My b i g s i s t e r  hand l ed most  o f  t he t r a n s a c t i o n s i nc e I  c o ul d not  

s i gn any p ap er s . I  j us t  he l ped out  v /henever  I  c o ul d and I  l i s t e n e d 

t o her  at  t hat  t i me. She was p r e t t y e f f i c i e n t  about  do i ng t hes e 

t h i n g s . And t hat  p l eas ed my f a t h er  qu i t e a b i t . .Dad t o l d us t o 

s e l l  ev er y t h i n g so t hat  we go t  r i d o f  a l l  t he s t o c k s i n t he s t o r e . 

"T he next  t h i n g we knew dad was s udden l y s h i f t e d t o t he Sant a 

F e i nt er nment  c amp . J  % s t i l l  wer e i n t he hopes t hat  he woul d come 

bac k t o us soon and we k ent  p u t t i n g i n a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r  h i s r e t u r n . 
: * r -

We d i d .not  dr eam t hat  he woul d be gone f r om t he f ami l y so l o n g . / He / 

was not  ab l e t o j o i n t he f ami l y i n csmp u n t i l  J u l y , 1 9 4 3  ̂ so t hat  I  
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h a v e n ' t  s een r ay f a t h e r  f o r  al mos t  t wo y ear s now. I  r es e t t l ed f r om 

camp be f o r e he r e t u r n ed . My mot her  was h i t  t he har des t  when dad 

was i n t er ned and a l l  she d i d was wo r r y , ĥe was p r a c t i c a l l y hel p-

l e s s bec aus e she had al way s depended upon dad mak i ng t he i mpor t -

ant  d e c i s i o n s b e f o r e , ĥe had t o r e l y on us mor e and mor e bec aus e 

she d i d n ' t  know what  t o do h e r s l e f . She wo r r i ed so much t hat  she 

l o s t  we i gh t  and her  h e a l t h became p o o r , f j  mi s s n̂y f a t h er  a gr eat  

dea l  s i n c e I  was p r et t y c l o s e t o « e . I  k ept  ho p i ng t hat  he woul d 

be r et u r ned p r et t y s oon but  I  was doomed t o d i s ap p o i n t men t . I  was 

c o nv i nc ed t hat  he had not  done an y t h i n g bad . I  d i d not  see why he 

s ho u l d be ar r e t ed f o r  be i n g a member  o f  t he Boar d o f  Di r ec t o r  o f  

t he l anguage s c ho o l  bec aus e he had not  t r i ed t o g i v e t he c h i l d r en 

a l o t  o f  mi l i t a r y p r o paganda abo ut  J ap an . A n he was i n t er es t ed i n 
n i s e i  

was t o g i v e t h e / c h i l d r e n a c hanc e t o r ead and wr i t e J apanes e 

f l u e n t l y . A l o t  o f  t he i s s e i  had been i n t er ned f o r  t h i s r eas o n and 

some of  t hem wer e r e l eas ed f a i r l y q u i c k l y so t hat  I  f e l t  s ur e t hat  

adad wo u l d come bac k t o us s o o n . Ho wev er , mot her  was i n t he hab i t  

o f  wo r r y i n g a l o t  and she t hought  s he wo ul d nev er  see hi m ag a i n . 

She ev en b e l i ev ed t he r umor  t hat  t he Amer i c an s o l d i e r s wer e k i l l i n g 

t he men i n i n t er nment  camp and bea t i n g and s t a r v i n g t hem a l l  t he 

t i me. oho .imagi - wrtTTr - fryfr . cohe ev en t hought  t hat  

a l l  o f  us woul d be l o c k ed up and depo r t ed t o J apan i mmedi at e l y . 

"A f t e r  my f a t h e r ' s i nt er nment  1 qu i t  s c ho o l  e n t i r e l y as I  f e l t  

t hat  I  woul d be mor e needed at  home t o he l p out  . J  I  d i d not  get  any 

c r e d i t s f o r  t he c o ur s es t hat  I  had been t ak i ng but  I  d i d no t  wor r y 

abo ut  t h i s at  a l l . I  was d i s c o u r aged t hat  my edu c at i o n had been 

d i s r up t ed and I  t ho ught  t hen t hat  I  woul d nev er  be ab l e t o get  bac k 

t o c o l l ege ag a i n . I  d i d n ' t  s een any way o f  s o l v i n g t h i s pr o bl em. 
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I  d i d n f t  have t i me t o wo r r y much abo ut  my s el f  as t her e wer e t oo many 

f ami l y pr obl ems t o s e t t l e . 

r T y f a t h er  was a l s o g r e a t l y c o nc er ned about  what  woul d happen 

t o u s . : e d i d not  t h i n k t hat  we woul a b© ab l e t o l i v e p r o p er l y i f  

we l o s t  out  i n t he s a l e o f  t he s t o r e , l i e k ept  wr i t i n g us l e t t e r s 

t o enc o ur age us and s ed us t o get  r i d o f  t he - bus i ness as 

q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . l i e v e d t hat  we wo ul d be i n t er ned a l s o 

so t hat  he had one 'of  h i s nephews and h i s f ami l y o f  f o ur  come and 

s t ay i n t he same hous e wi t h u s . My f a t h er  f e l t  t hat  he wo ul d r es t  

e a s i e r  i f  he knew t hat  Se t her e woul d be a man ar o und t o p r o t ec t  

u s . Ano t her  c o up l e f r om t he same par t  o f  J apan as my f a t h er  a l s o 

came t o l i v e wi t h u s i n our  home. That  i s why we had I S peo p l e 

l i v i n g i n our  home u n t i l  t he ev ac uat i o n day . I t  was qu i t e c r owded 

but  we managed t o get  a l o ng somehow. 

'Ther e wer e a l l  s o r t s o f  r umor s go i ng ar o und about  who wo ul d 

be ev ac uat ed and when. a l o t  o f  t he J ap anes e had a l r eady been 

ev ac uat ed and i t  began t o l o o k l i k e ev er y bo dy had t o go i n c l u d i n g 

t he n i s e i . I t  kept  us i n qu i t e a s us pens e bec aus e we d i d n ' t  know 

when i t  wo ul d h i t  u s . /e go t  r eady as much as p o s s i b l e and wa i t ed 

f o r  t he mov i ng o r der s . hen ev ac uat i o n was f i n a l l y anno unc ed, I  

was r e l i e v e d and g l ad as we had no means o f  s uppo r t i ng o u r s e l v es 

any way . ?Ie d i d not  7/ i sh t o us e t he f ami l y money bec aus e $e d i d n ' t  

know what  //as go i ng t o happen i n t he f ut ur -  Somet i mes I  t h i nk 

woul d not  have been ab l e t o make a l i v i n g i f  t hey had not  been 

ev ac uat ed . T h i s was s p e c i a l l y t r ue i n - f ami l i es wher e t  e f a t h e r s 

had been t ak en . As i t  wa s , many o f  t he J apanes e f a mi l i e s wer e 

l i v i n g i n suc h h o r r i b l e p l ac es and t hey wer e o nl y ek i ng out  an 

ev ac uat i o n was a good t h i n g f o r  t he J ap anes e. I  know a l o t  o f  t hem 
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s x i s t e n c e . I t  wo u l d have been mos t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  many J apanes e 

f a mi l i e s t o make a l i v i n g i f  t he ev ac u a t i o n d i d not  come, ¿ nd I  

t h i n k t hat  we s ho u l d c o ns i der  t h i s a l s o . Maybe a l l  o f  t h i s i s onl y-

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n but  I  c a n ' t  get  b i t t e r  about  t he ev ac uat i o n l i k e so 

many o f  t he J apanes e do . The t e r r i b l e par t  o f  t he who l e t h i ng i s 

t hat  a l o t  o f  t he J ap' nes e d i d l o s e q u i t e a b i t  o f  p r o per t y and 

money when t hey wer e up r o o t ed . How t hey have no p l ac e t o go and I  

wo nder  what  i s go i hg t o happen t o t hem a f t e r  t he wa r . 

' I t  v/as sai <3 f o r  us t o l eav e our  home a f t e r  l i v i n g t her e f o r  

so many y ear s t ho ugh and we a l l  c r i ed t he day we l e f t . Ther e was 

no o t her  c ho i c e s i nc e t he Ar my o r der ed i t  and we had t o go . None 

o f  t he J apanes e p o r t es t ed i t  at  a l l  bec aus e many o f  t hem f e l t  t hat  

i t  woul d be s a f e r  i n a camp, ano t her  r eas o n why I  was g l ad t hat  

ev ac u a t i o n had come was my f ami l y and I  t ho ught  t hat  dad woul d be 

s ent  bac k t o us i f  we a l l  went  t o Manz anar . - hat  was t he most  i m-

po r t an t  t h i n g f o r  us and we wer e ev en wi l l i n g t o go t o a camp i f  

we c o u l d have t he f ami l y a l l  t o get h er  once mor e. \ Ôur  d i s t r i c t  was 

not  s c hedu l ed t o go u n t i l  J une but  a f t e r  l o ng f ami l y d i s c u s s i o n s 

we f i n a l l y dec i ded t o v o l u n t eer  t o go t o Manz anar  on t he f i r s t  o f  

May . .;e f e l t  t hf r at  t h i s wo u l d hur r y up d a d ' s r e t u r n , j  

"T he mont hs bet ween t he3« i nt er nment  o f  my f a t h e r  and t he dat e 

o f  ev ac uat i o n was qu i t e a s t r a i n on me. I  d i d n ' t  have any s o c i a l  

l i f e at  a l l  da r i ng t hes e t wo mo nt hs . Ther e wer e t oo many wo r r i es 

on my mi nd and I  c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k o f  any t h i ng el se". I  had p l en t y o f  

t h i ngs t o do t o k eep me bus y so t hat  1 c e r t a i n l y d i d no t  get  bo r ed . 

I  had t o t ak e c ar e o f  t he b a b i e s and t he young k i ds who r an a l l  

ar ound our  h o u s e . At  f i r s t  i t  was a l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t  i n c u t t i n g 

my s el f  e n t i r e l y f r om t he s o c i a l  l i f e . Ther e had been abr eak f o r  a 
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wh i l e a f t e r  P ea r l  Har bo r  but  I  had aanaged t o get  bac k t o a n o r i a l  

s o c i a l  l i f e i n J anuar y and F eb r u ar y . I  went  t o p u b l i c danc es and 

n i gh t  c l ubs wi t h my dat es d u r i n g t hat  t i me. I  knew t hat  we woul d 

not  be d i s c r i mi n a t ed aga i n s t  i n t ho s e l a r ger  p l a c e s . A f t e r  my 

f at  er  was i  i t e me d 1 k ept  i n c o nt ac t  wi t h o nl y t hr ee o f  my g i r l  

f r i e n d s . T o s t  o f  t he n i s e i  f e l l o ws I  knew had a l r ead y been t ak en 

i n t o t he Ar my be f o r e t he war  and t he r es t  o f  t hem Vo l u n t eer ed . A 

f ew o f  t he i. had a l s o moved t o o t her  p l ac es dur i ng t he v o l un t ar y 

ev ac u a t i o n . Gr a d u a l l y I  began t o l o s e c o nt ac t  wi t h most  o f  ray 

f r i en d s as t hey went  t o d i f f e r e n t  c en t e r s . I  wo ul d hav e gone t o 

San t a A n i t a wi t h t h i s gr o up exc ept  f o r  t he f ac t  t hat  we v o l uh t eer ed 

t o go t o Manz anar  wi t h a gr oup t hat  we d i d not  k now. As t he t i me 

f o r  ev ac u a t i o n dr ew c l o s e r  I  d i d not  have t i me f o r  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y 

at  a l l . 

" I n s p i t e o f  t hat  my mo r al e d i d not  go down t oo much. I  d i d 

not  f e e l  u t t e r l y dep r es s ed as I  a n t i c i p a t ed s ee i ng r ay f a t h er  at  

Manzanar  and a l s o mak i ng a l o t  o f  new f r i e n d s . *Ty mot her  was not  

t oo d i s o r g an i z ed e i t h e r  bec aus e her  mo r al e had gone up as she was 

d e f i n i t e l y s ur e t hat  dad wo u l d come back t o her  v er y q u i c k l y . A l l  

o f  our  r e l a t i v e s went  a l o ng wi t h us so t hat  we had a f ami l y c l an 

t o get h er . !!y mot her  was qu i t e dep r es s ed i n camp as she d i d not  

know many o f  t he peo p l e i n camp but  now she i s we l l  ad j u s t ed be-

s aus e s he has t ak en par t  i n a c t i v i t i e s f o r  t he o l der  p eo p l e . 

d i d n ' t  know what  t o a n t i c i p a t e d i n camp. I  t hought  t hat  

we wo ul d no t  be l e f t  t her e f o r  t he d u r a t i o n . I  f i g u r ed t hat  even-   ̂

a J L 

t u a l l y t hey woul d l e t  us out  && I  was qu i t e c u r i o us about  camp, 

l y mother -  and most  o f  t he i s s e i  f e l t  t hat  t hey woul d be t her e f or -

ev er  r j  I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k t hat  t he gover nment  wo u l d do t h i s t o u s s i n c e 



- 57 -

most  o f  t he n i s e i  wer e c i t i z e n s and l o y a l  t o t h i s c o unt r y . I  d i d 

not  have any o ut s po k en s y mpat h i es f o r  J apan my s e l f . I n f a c t , I  was 

mor e s y mpat het i c t o t h i s c o unt r y . I  t h i nk t hat  t he ev ac uat i o n 

f o r c ed most  o f  t he i s s e i  t o become mor e pr o - J apan t han t hey had 

ev er  been b e f o r e . 

"A l o t  of  t he i s s e i  wer e b i t t e r  and t hey s a i d t hat  we wer e 

bei ng k i c k ed ar o und. They t o l d t he n i s e i  t hat  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p 

was no good t o t hem bec aus e t hey wer e c o ns i der ed as J ap anes e . 

Bef o r e t he war  most  o f  t he i s s e i  had been s ay i ng t hat  t he n i s e i  

owed t h e i r  l o y a l t y t o Amer i c a , but  many o f  t he i s s e i  c hanged t h e i r  

mi nds about  t h i s a f t e r  t he ev ac u a t i o n . I  c o u l d no t  agr ee wi t h t he 

i s s e i  l i n e o f  r ea s o n i n g at  a l l . I  i d e n t i f i e d my s el f  al mos t  com-

p l e t e l y wi t h t he Un i t ed S t a t es a l t h o I  d i d not  ex p r es s my v i ew-

p o i n t s t oo p u b l i c l y as I  was i n a t o ugh spot  my s e l f . At  t he s ame 

t i me, I  d i d f e e l  f i a t  I  had a l o t  i n common wi t h a l l  o f  t he J apan-

es e who wer e bei ng ev ac uat ed and i t  d i d f o r c e most  o f  t he young 

k i ds t o f e e l  t hat  t hey bel o nged t o a mi n o r i t y gr oup i n common. 

T h i s was bec aus e t he n i s e i  wer e evacuat ed?* as we l l  as t he i s s e i . 

Ho wev er , I  was not  t oo s o r e t hat  i  had t o get  out  o f  l o s A n g e l es . 

I t  nev er  o c c ur r ed t o me t hat  s uc h t h i n gs as ev ac uat i o n wer e not  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a l t h o I  had hear d some comment s about  t h a t . I  gues s 

I  wa s n ' t  i n t e r es t ed and I  j us t  ac c ep t ed t h i n gs as t hey hap p ened .̂ 

A t he same t i me I  d i d know t hat  democ r ac y was no t  be i n g p r ac t i c ed 

when a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  wer e t ak en out  ev en t hough t hey had c i t i z en -

s h i p . 

r  ' I  had no r ea l  i dea p f , wh a t  camp woul d r ea l l y be l i k e . £ J e wer e 

among t he f i r s t  gr oup t o go a « 4 � n o t  r ec e i v e any l e t t e r s t e l l -

t he c o n d i t i o n s woul d, be l i k e . Ther e wer e r umor s t hat  
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t hat  i t  wo u l d be a r ough l i f e so I  p r ep ar ed my s el f  a c c o r d i n g l y . I  

f e l t  t hat  we woul d be i n a p l ac e wi t h o u t  any moder n c o nv en i enc es at  
I f  

a l l . ,'e t o o k o nl y our  e s s en t i a l  t h i n gs as t hey had t o l d us t hat  we 

c oul d t ak e one bag ap i ec e . \  I  c o u l d n ' t  s ee how we c o ul d l i v e a pr i -

mi t i v e l i _ 'e wi t ho ut  t ak i ng mor e t h i n g s . I l y mot her  want ed t o t ak e 

mor e t h i ngs but  we we r e n ' t  a l l o wed t o do t h i s . [ T hey t o l d us t hat  

our  s t ay at  Manzanar  vi  as t empor ar y and l a t e r  we c o ul d s end f o r  our  

t i l i ngs a f t e r  we went  t o a mor e per manent  camp, Co ns equent l y we 

s t o r ed most  o f  our  be l o n g i n gs i n t he bas ement  o f  t he hous e and t hen 

r en t ed our  ho me.o ut  t o a Cauc as i an f a mi l y . i  I  

? , I  s o r t  o f  l o o k ed f o r war d t o g e t t i n g t o Manzanar  but  I  d i d not  

l i k e t he i dea o f  so many J apanes e t o get her  i n one p l a c e . Ho wev er , 

ev er y t h i ng was so new t hat  I  d i d n ' t  o b j ec t  t oo much as I  f e l t  t hat  

i t  wo ul d be qu i t e an a d v en t u r e . I  t hought  t hat  t he peo p l e woul d be 

mor e c o o per at i v e t han t hey a c t u a l l y w e r e . ^We l e f t  our  hous e t he 

n i gh t  be f o r e ev auc at i o n and we went  t o l i ar y k no l l  c hur c h so t hat  we 

c o ul d- ev ac uat e wi t h t he gr oup t hat  was l eav i n g f r o m t h er e . I t  as 

a l i t t l e sad l ea v i n g L os A n g e l es ev en t ho ugh i t  seemed l i k e we wer e 

o n l y go i n g on a t r i p . 

M:i y emot i ons wer e s o r t  o f  t ang l ed up . I  was g l ad t hat  dad was 

go i ng t o r e j o i n us s oon and I  was sad t hat  we wer e l eav i n g our  home. 

I t  was suc h a s t r ange f e e l i n g t o l eav e L o s an ge l es i n t hos e bu s s es . 

As soon as v/e got  out  o f  t he c i t y I  began t o l o o k f o r war d t o what  

was c omi ng. .'e had a l o v e l y t r i p down t her e and - n- 1hi  y � üi rqi  j  

'�Tfl- npftflfiri  «"H . M & a l l  en j o y ed t he s c en er y . -  anz anar  i s a n i c e 

p l ac e i f  y ou c an go t her e o n l y f o r  a s hor t  v a c a t i o n . As we t ur ned 

t he bend appr o ac h i ng camp 1 sa.y m»h» - Manzanar  o r  t he f i r s t  t i me 

and i t  l o o k ed b e u t i f u l  wi t h t he mo unt a i ns i n t he bac k gr o und. 1 gues s 



I  had t he . . i mpr es s i on at  t hat  moment  t hat  1 woul d be l i v i n g i n a s o r t  
• 

of  P a r a d i s e , but  1 was doomed t o d i s ap p o i n t men t . As we got  c l o s e r , 

we saw t he d i r t y t ar - paper  s hac k s and t he c r owds o f  peo p l e and i t  

r e a l l y .as d ep r es s i n g , ¿ v er y oay was n i c e t o us t hough and t hey 

t r i ed t o make us f e e l  a t  home. r- y 1 ̂  wps ; ;:ty r l  ̂ �� My f i r s t  

i mpr es s i o n o f  i l anzanar  was t hat  i t  was so dar k and d i r t y . Ther e - as 

and b l o wi ng a l l  ov er  t he p l ac e and t he bar r ac k s wer e j us t  f i l t h y 

v/i t h d i r t . " y mo r al e was at  a l ow po i nt  u n t i l  I  met  my bes t  g i r l  y 

f r i e n d and t hen I  was s uddenl y g l a d , i  knew t hat  a l l  o f  us wer e 

ev ac uat ed so t hat  t he bes t  t h i n g t o do ./as t o \ ake t he most  out  o f  

our  s i t u a t i o n . 1 d i d n ' t  l i k e t he i dea o f  l i n i n g up f o r  ev er y t h i ng 

and i t  t ook me qu i t e a wh i l e t o get  us ed t o t he s t r aw t i c k s we had 

t o us e f o r  ma t t r es s es . I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he way t hey a l l o t e d c l o t hes 

out  l a t e r  bec aus e i t  made me f e e l  l i k e po o r  peo p l e t ak i ng c h a r i t y . j  

Gr adu a l l y I  d.epr es,si  n g a n d - I  began t o ac c ept  a l l  o f  

t hes e t h i ngs i n camp as r o u t i n e and i t  d i d n ' t  bo t her  me anymor e 

a f t e r  t h a t . 

p S i n c e my f a t h er  wa s n ' t  t her e t o f i x up our  ba r r ac k s , a c o up l e 

o f  c o us i ns came ov er  and t hey he l p ed us c l ean up t he p l a c e . ,re nev er  

d i d hav e much f u r n i t u r e s i nc e none o f  us wer e good c a r p en t e r s . 

L a t e r  \  e s ent  f o r  some of  our  s t o r ed s t u f f  and our  bar r ac k s became 

mor e ho mel i k e. "J  My mot her  and my s i s t e r s a l s o hung up c u r t a i n s and 

put  o t her  f emi n i ne t o uc hes t o t he p l a c e . I  a l s o he l p ed wi t h some 

of  t he s ewi ng ofi  c u r t a i n s and o t her  t h i n g s . I  d i d n ' t  know many o f  

t he o t her  peo p l e at  a l l  as if-  nz anar  was composed o f  peo l e f r om 

Wes t  L os Ange l es and t he - an P edr o gr o up . I  t hought  I  wo u l d nev er  

be-  ab l e t o get  t o know t hem and I  was a l i t t l e d i s c o u r aged at  t h i s . 

We we r e . q u i t e d i s ap p o i n t ed as t he week s went  by and dad was not  
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al l o i ved t o r e j o i n u s . 

' I t  t ook a f ew week s t o get  our  p l ac e f i x e d up and t hen we 

r es t ed f o r  a l i t t l e wh i l e , I  began t o l o o k f o r  a j ob a f t e r  s ev er a l  

week s i n camp and I  managed t o get  one i n J u n e . I  was s ent  t o t he 

mai nt enanc e o f f i c e as a s e c r e t a r y . T h i s j o b go t  p r et t y du l l  so t hat  

I  t r a n s f e r r e d o v er  t o t he c ens us o f f i c e t o f i l e f or ms and i n t er v i ew 

p eo p l e . I  l i k e d t h i s j ob a l o t  be t t e r  bec aus e i t  was mor e i n t er -

es t i n g wor k and we wer e ab l e t o f i n d out  t he bac k gr o und o f  a l l  t he 

o t her  peo p l e i n camp s i nc e t hey had t o put  t h e i r  p er s o n a l  hi st oi - y 

down i n txhe f o r m wh i c h t hey f i l l e d o ut . We had a v er y l a r ge s t a f f  

o f  about  40 peo p l e so t hat  I  made f r i e n d s wi t h a l o t  o f  t hem i n a 

v er y s ho r t  t i me. They wer e a l l  n i s e i  so t hat  we had a l o t  i n com-   ̂

mon. I t  wa s n ' t  l o ng a f t e r  t hat  t hat  I  s t a r t ed t o go out  on s o c i a l  

a c t i v i t i e s q u i t e a b i t  s i n c e t hes e a f f a i r s wer e beg i n n i n g t o dev el o p 

mor e ana mor e. 

" I  had a l o t  o f  f un as soon as I  got  t o know a l o t  o f  p eo p l e . 

That  eens us o f f i c e wher e I  was empl oy ed was s o r t  o f  a s o c i a l  c en t er  

and I  wo r k ed t her e u n t i l  Sep t ember . The j ob began t o get  r o u t i n e 

a f t e r  I  go t  us - d t o i t  so I  go t  a l i t t l e r e s t l e s s . The s c ho o l  sys -

t em was beg i n n i n g t o s t a r t  up and I  t hought  I  woul d l i k e t o get  i n t o 

t hat . I  t r i ed t o get  i n as a t eac h er  but  I  d i d not  have enough 

c r ed en t i a l s t o q u a l i f y . A f t e r  mak i ng a l a r ge number  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s 

I  f i n a l l y go t  i n t o t he adu l t  e d u c a t i o n d i v i s i o n as a s ec r e t a r y . I t  

was q u i t e an e x c i t i n g j ob as we s et  up a j u n i o r  c o l l eg e , n i g h t  

c l as s es and v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g c o u r s es . The head of  t he depar t -
h 

ment , Nr . i ^u s o n , was v er y f r i e n d l y t o t he n i s e i  and he was t he 

one who hel ped me get  h i s p r es en t  j o b . I  was h i s p er s o na l  sec r e-

t ar y ' and i t  was t hr o ugh hi m t hat  1" was enc o ur aged t o r e s e t t l e . 
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; , Bes i des ray s e c r e t a r i a l  wo r k , I  us ed t o t eac h s ho r t hand i n 

t he adu l t  educ at i o n d i v i s i o n once i n a wh i l e . 1 a t t ended a c oupl e 

o f  c l a s s es a l s o f o r  a s ho r t  t i me but  I  l o s t  i n t e r es t  i n t h a t . The 

s t ar t  o f  t he j u n i o r  c o l l ege was t he most  f un t hat  I  h ad . I t  was 

r e a l l y t h r i l l i n g t o s ee a j un i o r  c o l l ege o r gan i z ed i n such a p l ac e 

F . 

as camp. I n ohi s wo r k I  was wi p t h Mr . J or ûc i >n c o ns t an t l y as h i s 

s ec r et a r y so t hat  I  go t  t o know q u i t e a f ew o f  t he Cauc as i an 

t eac h er s wh i c h was v er y wo r t hwh i l e t o me. I  began t o go t o some 

o f  t he open f o r ums t o l i s ,en t o t he d i s c u s s i o n s and I  a l s o j o i ned 

s ev er a l  c l u b s . 

"'I t  was about  t h i s t i me t hat  my i n t e r e s t  i n c o mp l et i ng my ed-

u c a t i o n r e v i v e d . I  had dr opped a l l  p l ans t o go t o U . S . C . when t he 

war  came al o ng and I  d i d n ' t  g i v e i t  much t hought  u n t i l  I  go t  i n-

v o l v ed i n t he adu l t  edu c at i o n depar t ment  i n camp as I  c o u l d no t  s ee 

any p r o s p ec t s . Ho wev er , my f ami l y want ed my y o unger  br o t her  t o go 

on t o c o l l ege so t hat  I  f e l t  t hat  I  had t o s a c r i f i c e . J  I  was q u i t e 

e n t h u s i a s t i c abo ut  go i ng t o s c ho o l  a g a i n when I  came out  h er e , but  

i  soon l o s t  ho pe. I  onl y t ak e one c our s e at  Geo r ge '.Vi l i bi ams c o l l ege 

now but  I  do keep up i n $y r e a d i n g . 

camp I  d i d not  t h i n k t oo deep l y about  mor e s er i o us t h i n g s , 

as i t  was mo s t l y f un f o r  me. I  was i n a g i r l ' s c l ub and we put  on 

a l o t  o f  s o c i a l s . At  o t her  t i mes 1 a t t ended t he symphony c o nc er t  

under  t he s t a r s and I  a l s o went  t o a l l  o f  t he bas k et b 11 games and 

o t her  r ec r ea t i o n a l  p r o gr ams . 1" went  t o t he Ch r i s t i a n Chur c h q u i t e 

r eg u l a r l y but  I  was not  p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l i g i o u s . Ev er y bo dy went  t o 

c hur c h on Sunday s as t her e was no t h i ng e l s e t o do . I  wa s n ' t  i n-

t e r es t ed i n p o l i t i c s at  a l l / î n c e I  d i d n ' t  know an y t h i n g about  i t . 

Ho wev er , I  d i d l ea r n a l o t  about  camp bec aus e I  t y ped out  a l o t  o f  
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mat er i a l  wh i c h Togo T anak a and J oe Mas aok a wr o t e f o r  t he documen-

t a t i o n dep ar t ment . Mos t  o f  i t  was t oo deep f o r  me t ho ugh . ) I  

s uppos e my l i f e was c e n t r a l i z e d mo s t l y ar ound t he adu l t  educ at i o n 

depar t ment , my f a mi l y , and my s o c i a l  l i f e . ! 

' I  made mor e f r i e n d s at  Manz anar . I  go t  t o know mor e peo p l e 

t han I  had known ev en bef o r e t he ev ac uat i o n and 1 s t i l l  k eep up my 

c o nt ac t s wi t h t hem o c c a s i o n a l l y . I  go t  t o know q u i t e a f ew o f  t hem 

bec aus e I  went  t o a l l  o f  t he d an c es . Ther e wa s n ' t  any t h i ng e l s e t o 

l o o k f o r war d t o and t he danc e was t he b i g ev ent  o f  t he ê ek . Occa-

s i o n a l l y some member  o f  t he Cau c as i an p er s o nne l  wo u l d i nv i t e us t o 

t h e i r  p r i v a t e p a r t i e s , bes i des t hes e a c t i v i t i e s I  was a l s o a c l ub 
V 

a d v i s e r  i n t he T'! t hat  was o r gan i z ed i n camp. 

( j ' T he r es t  o f  my t i me was s pent  i n go i ng ar o und s t eady wi t h a 

f e l l o w I  had a c r us h o n . l i e was so handsome and 1 t hought  t hat  i t  

was t he r e a l  t h i n g . J  i n t he c e n t e r , l i f e was v er y l i mi t ed and r es -

t r i c t ed and I  saw t h i s boy a l l  t he t i me. We wer e t o get her  p r ac t i -

c a l l y a l l  t he t i me s i nc e he wor k ed i n t he same depar t ment  t hat  I  . 

d i d . I  t ho ught  t hat  we wer e p e r f e c t l y s u i t ed f o r  eac h o t her  s i n c e 

we had t he same common i n t e r e s t s , ¿ j h i s boy came out  her e bef o r e I  

d i d . When I  a r r i v e d i n Ch i c ago , I  s oon f ound t hat  t h i s boy was so 

d i f f e r e n t  and 1 l o s t  i n t e r e s t j  we had no t h i ng i n common t o t a l k ( / ' 

about  exc ept  our  ex p er i en c es i n . . .anzanar  and we c o u l d n ' t  go bac k 

t o t hat  a l l  t he t i me. He i s s t i l l  l i v i n g i n t he dr eam wo r l d he had 

at  :* n z anar  and he h a s n ' t  made any at t empt s t o f i t  h i ms e l f  i n t o t he 

Ch i c ago l i f e . I  s oon f o und t hat  he was bo r i ng bec aus e o f  t hes e 

l i mi t a t i o n s and 1 l o s t  a l l  my r o mant i c i n t e r e s t s i n h i m. Now I  

d o n ' t  s ee hi m v er y muc h. We ar e j u s t  f r i e n d s . 

/ l o t  o f  t he f e l l o ws i n camp had no emo t i o nal  o u t l e t s and t hey 
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wer e o n l y a f t e r  one t h i n g . I  had t o t e l l  a c o up l e of  f e l l o ws o f f  f  

bec aus e t hey go t  t oo f r e s h T J  i t  was a l i t t l e ex c i t i n g at  t i mes but  

i f  I  met  t hes e f e l l o ws no w, I  know t hat  I  wo ul d f i n d t hat  I  have 

o ut gr o wn t hem, i f  i  had r emai ned i n c amp, I  woul d have l i v ed i n 

suc h a s mal l  wc>r l d and I  wo ul d be j us t  l i k e t he r es t  o f  t he peo p l e 

back t h e r e . I  wo u l d have been i n one hec k o f  a r ut  and I  c e r t a i n l y 

wo ul d hav e mi s s ed out  i n a l l  t he t h i n g s t hat  I  am l ea r n i n g now. I t  

i s t oo bad t hat  a l o t  o f  n i s e i  comi ng out  her e h a v en ' t  t ak en advan-

t ages o f  what  t he communi t y o f f e r s t hem. I  s uppos e t hat  i t  i s be-

c aus e t hey donT t  have t he bac k gr o und f o r  i t  and t hey ar e a f r a i d t o 

t ak e t he f i r s t  s t ep . 

f ? o r  ex a mp l e , [ r a n z a n a r  was a v er y bac k war d camp bec aus e most  

o f  t h e peo p l e t her e wer e f ar r i er s . T her e wer e a l o t  o f  pr o - J apan 

i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e i e j n d 1 t h i n k t hat  t h i s was due t o t h e i r  env i -

r o nment . ( ¿ h a t ' s w l y we had so many d i s t u r b an c es e at  '.anzanar . The 

i dent - o f  Ĵ evev b̂er  7 was c aus ed by t hes e peo p l e . J  l  d o n ' t  t h i n k 

t hat  t hey c o u l d ev er  adap t  t hems el v es t o t he r es et t l ement  pr o gr am, 

. a n y of  t he n i s e i  f r om t hes e f a mi l i e s ar e t he same way . 1 met  a l o t  

o f  t he - an P edr o f e l l o ws and t hey s ur e wer e s t u p i d . They d i d not  

know how t o c a l l  on a g i r l  p r o p er l y ana t hey t r i ed t o b r eak a l l  of  

t he s o c i a l  r u l e s . They d i d n ' t  hav e much ambi t i o n and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k 

t hat  t he n i s e i  t her e had as much edu c at i o n as t he ones i n t he o t her  

camps , f  o s t  o f  t he n i s e i  had no s o c i a l  manner s at  a l l  ev en t hough 

a l o t  o f  t hem wer e c o l l ege g r adu a t es . I  got  i n t o t he UCL . and USC 

bunc h and I  f o und t hat  t he same t h i n g was t r ue o f  t hem. I  s uppos e 

t hat  t he an Pedr o bunc h was t he wor s t  o f  a l l . A l ot  o f  t hes e 

f e l l o ws c o u l d n ' t  ev en wr i t e E n g l i s h p r o p e r l y . One n i s e i  t her e t hat  

I  got  t o know s i gned up f o r  r ep a t r i a t i o n and he t r i ed t o make me do 
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t he same t h i n g . He was so bac k war d t hat  he c o u l d n ' t  even r eas on 

s t r a i g h t . We us ed t o have a l o t  o f  ar gument s . He V ought  t hat  I  

s houl d r ep a t r i a t e bec aus e I  was bor n i n J apan and i t  woul d be di s -

l o y a l  f o r  me not  t o s t i c k up f o r  J ap an . He s a i d a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  

s ho u l d do t he same t h i n g bec aus e t hey a l l  had J apanes e bl o o d i n 

t hem. Thos e i s s e i  f r om San P edr o r e a l l y must  have been ' p r o s ' t o 

t eac h t h e i r  n i s e i  c h i l d r en s uc h i d e a s . 

"Mos t  o f  t he d i s t u r ban c es i n camp wer e c aus ed by t hes e f a n a t i c s . 

They d i d n ' t  know t h e i r  own mi nds , and t hey wer e e a s i l y s way ed. A l l  f  

t hey d i d was s i t  ar o und ana t a l k ana condemn ev er y t h i n g . They d i d n ' t  

c o o pes &t e i n b u i l d i n g up t he communi t y bec aus e t hey d i d not  nave a 

c o ns t r uc t i v e ..r ame of  mi nd. 'The J apanes e ar e suc h f unny p eo p l e . 

T hey j us t  a r e n ' t  c o n s i s t en t  a l o t  o f  t i mes and I  j us t  c a n ' t  under -

s t and i t . My mo t her  was a l i t t l e l i k e t h i s at  f i r s t  but  she began 

t o go t o c hur c h and j o i n s o c i a l  c l ubs so - t hat  she dev el o ped a mor e 

c o n s t r u c t i v e a t t i t u d e a f t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g mor e i n communi t y a c t i v i -

t i e s . I  t h i nk t hat  t he i s s e i  women wer e ab l e t o adapt  t hems el v es 

t o camp l i f e a l o t  e a s i e r  t han t he men. Now, t he J apanes e ar e 

g e t t i n g out  o f  t hat  s t age o f  Bei ng dep r es s ed and I  t h i n k t hat  t hey 

ar e a l l  s e t t l i n g down t o t ak i n g an a c t i v e par t  i n t he camp dev el op-

ment . Ho wev er , t her e s t i l l  ar e a l o t  o f  c r ude and l ow c l as s J apan-

es e i n camp and t hey ar e t he t r o ubl e mak er s . 

I  " I n t he Dec ember  »U*1 J BSPt , ev er y bo dy was a f r a i d t o s peak up 

and t e l l  what  was on t h e i r  mi nd. The n i s e i  d i d no t  h a / e any power  

at  a l l  s i nc e t he i s s e i  t ook a l l  t he c o n t r o l . The k i be i  e i ded wi t h  ̂

t hes e i s s e i  so t hey became a p r et t y s t r ong gr o up . Many o f  t he 

par ent s made t he n i s e i  o bey ev er y t h i ng t hey s a i d . I  know a l o t  o f  

t he n i s e i  s i gned up f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n when t hey r ea l l y d i d n ' t  want  
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t o bec aus e I  was h e l p i n g t hem t o s i gn u p . t he t i me o f  t he r i o t  

I  was not  a b l e t o go t o wo r k at  a l l  bec au s e I  go t  condemned as an 

i nu_wh en I nv en t  t o v ar ds t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g . I  went  any way  ̂

but  : ' r . adv i s ed me t o s t a y homea-  as he t ho ught  I  wo ul d f r et  

bea t en u p . I  d i d n ' t  s y mpat h i z e wi t h t hes e p eo p l e who wer e so f a-

n a t i c at  a l l . I  d i d n ' t  wear  a b l ac k r i b b o n cm my s l eev e t o show my 

s y mpat hy l i k e a l l  o f  t he o l d p eo p l e wer e d o i n g . I  s uppo s e t hat  most  

o f  t he n i s e i  wer e a f r a i d t o go out  f o r  f e a r  o f  b e i n g c a l l e d an i n u . ^J  

" I n s p i t e o f  t he ev a c u a t i o n and a l l , I  s t i l l  t ho ught  t hat  i t  

was be t t e r  f o r  us t o be i n camp ev en t ho ugh t he gover nment  was not  

e n t i r e l y r i g h t . I  was no t  b i t t e r  at  a l l . I  f e l t  I  be l o n ed mor e 

t o Amer i c a t han J ap an and I  d i d n ' t  q u es t i o n much deep er  t han t h a t . 

I  a l wa y s t o o k t h i s f a c t  f o r  g r a n t e d . Many t i mes I  d i d wi s h t hat  I  

had Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p as i t  was a l o t  o f  bo t her  t ot  t o hav e i t . 

I  d i d n ' t  know what  t o t h i n k o f  t he war  as I  d i d n ' t  want  t o s ee a 

v i c t o r y on e i t h e r  s i d e . I  gues s I  d i d f e e l  p u l l ed by J ap an , what -

wi t h a l  t hes e d i s c r i mi n a t i o n and i i k t h i n gs l i k e t h a t . The J ap anes e 

er e had e v e r y t h i n g t ak en away and I  d i d n ' t  want  t o s ee t hem pus hed 

down any mo r e. On t he o t her  hand , I  f e l t  a c e r t a i n s y mpat hy f o r  

t he p eo p l e o f  J apan and I  d i d n ' t  want  t o s ee t hem pus hed down e i t h e r . 

" I  c o mp l et e l y d i s a g r e e wi t h J a p a n ' s Ar my i n s p i t e o f  my sympa-

t hy f o r  t he p e o p l e . But  I  j u s t  wi s h t hat  t hey d o n ' t  hat fe t o f i g h t  

t o t he b i t t e r  end as Amer i c a i s t oo s t r o n g f o r  J apan and i t  w i l l  

c o mp l et e l y demo l i s h t he c o un t r y i s t he war  l a s t s a l o ng t i me. T hes e 

s o r t  o r  t h o ugh t s d i s t u r bed me o c c a s i o n a l l y but  I  s uppo s e I  n ev er  

t ho ught  o f  t hem t oo d e e p l y . I t  j us t  d i d n ' t  s eem r e a l  eno ugh t o me 

and I  was on%y c o n s c i o u s o f  i t  bec aus e a l o t  o f  o t h er  p eo p l e i n camp 

wer e t a l k i n g abo ut  i t  a l l  t he t i me. 
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A r ound F ebr uar y t he Ar my r e g i s t r a t i o n came i n and I  he l p ed t o 

i n t er v i ew one o f  t he wo r s t  b l o c k s . I t  was composed mo s t l y o f  [ i i bei  

and t s s e i  bac h e l o r s . A l l  o f  t he p o l i c e i n t he i n t e r n a l  s ec u r i t y 

depar t ment  wer e k i be i  and t hey wer e v er y s t r o ng f o r  t he J apanes e 

go v er nment . I  was s c ar ed a l l  t he t i me I  was do i ng t h i s i n t er v i ew 

bec aus e t he k i be i  wer e p r et t y nas t y t o war ds me. They t hought  t hat  

j us t  bec aus e I  was a g i r l , t hey c o u l d t r eat  me wi t h c ont empt . I  

s uppos e t hey t ho ught  t hat  t h i s was t he J apanes e s t y l e . I  was d i s -

gus t ed wi t h t he who l e l o t  o f  t hem, at  t he same t i me, I  f ear ed t hem. 

They a l l  came out  qu i t e o pen l y and s a i d t hat  t hey wer e f o r  J apan and 

cT ' , 

t hat  t hey want ed t o go bac k t her e as f a s t  a s t hey c o u l d . The"ba-

c h e l o r s wer e j us t  as n as t y . They wer e c r ude and unc o ut h and t hey 

made f un o f  me when I  t r i e d t o r eas o n wi t h t hem. I t  was no us e at  

a l l . Ther e wer e a f ew f a mi l i e s i n t hat  b l o c k and t he n i s e i  a l l  

s i gned 'no - no ' i n t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n bec aus e o f  t he f ami l y and b l o c k 

i n f l u e n c e . Ther e was one 18 y ear  o l d boy who came i n t o r e g i s t e r  

ana I  as k ed hi m why he was a n s we r i n g 1 ' n o H e s ai d t o me, TYou ar e 

a J ap an es e , what  do you t h i n k I  s houl d d o ? ' I  t o l d hi m t hat  he 

s houl d f o l l o w h i s own c o n v i c t i o n s and r e a l i z e what  he was d o i n g . 

I  t o l d hi m t hat  he s ho ul d v a l ue h i s Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p bec aus e 

he d i d n ' t  ev en know what  J apan was l i k e J  The i s s e i  and Ĵ Lbei  who 

wer e hang i ng ar o und t hen ganged ar o und my "a b l e and t hey began t o 

make f un o f  me. A f ew o f  t hem ac t ed has t y and t hey s- ho.uj .Vl  s ho ul d 

enc o ur age ev er y body t o ans wer  ' i o ' . They s a i d I  s ho u l d be l o y a l  t o 

J ap an i ns t ead o f  t e l l i n g t he boy t o a n s we r v ' y e s * : They s a i d t hat  a 

woman d i d n ' t  know how t o t h i n k r i gh t  any way . I  was p r et t y s o r e at  

t hem but  I  c o u l d n ' t  do an y t h i n g . The k i be i  p o l i c e j us t  s t ood ar o und 

and some of  t hem ev en j o i ned i n . On t op o f  t h a t , some of  t hes e 
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f e l l o ws woul d t r y t o p i c k rae u p a f t e r  I  go t  f i n i s h ed wi t h wo r k . 

They want ed me t o go t o t h e i r  bar r ac k s wi t h t hem. They gave t he 

exc us e t hat  t hey want ed t o r eas o n wi t h me why I  s ho ul d not  he l p t he 

r e g i s t r a t i o n , but  I  knew what  t hey r e a l l y wan t ed . 

' I  t h i nk t hat  most  o f  t he i s s e i  bac he l o r s wer e r e a l l y c o nt ent ed 

t o s t a y i n camp and t hey d i d n ' t  want  t o e i t h e r  r e s e t t l e or  go bac k 

t o J ap an . They wer e g e t t i n g o l d and t hey had no t h i ng t o l o o k f o r -

war d t o on t he o u t s i de o r  i n J ap an . But  t hey t hought  t hafc t hey had 

t o be f a n a t i c bec aus e a l o t  o f  t he o t her s wer e . The n i s e i  wer e 

a l s o i n f l u en c ed a gr eat  dea l  bf  t h e i r  par en t s and I  t h i nk t hat  t he 

p a r en t s won out  i n most  o f  t he f ami l y ar gument s on r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

L a t er  on t hes e n i s e i  d i d c hange t h e i r  ans wer s t ho ugh but  i t  was not  

a s i n c e r e t h i n g s I  c o u l d n ' t  under s t and why t hey ans wer ed ' n o ' i n 

t he f i r s t  pl ace)  ̂ i  ans wer ed '̂y es - y es '1 i mmedi at e l y and my mot her  

agr eed wi t h me. The r eas o n f o r  t hat  was , my mot her  t hought  t hat  i f  

she answer ed'1 ' y e s ' [  t hen dad woul d be r et u r ned mor e q u i c k l y t o t he 

f a mi l y . A l o t  o f  t he wi v es who had an i n t er ned hus band ans wer ed 

' ' y e s ' f o r  t h i s r eas o n . The i n t er ned hus bands a l s o ans wer ed i n t he  ̂

a f f i r ma t i v e so t hat  t hey c o ul d r e j o i n t h e i r  f a mi l i e s . I  know t hat  

my dad d i d t h a t . I t  was f unny bec aus e ev er y t i me t her e was an y t h i n g 

i mpo r t ant  t o be d ec i d ed , a l o t  o f  c o r r es po ndenc e had t o go bac k and 

f o r t ' : . I t  was a good t h i n g t hat  my p ar en t s bot h dec i ded t o ans wer  

' y e s ' on t h e i r  own, bec aus e t her e was no t i me f o r  c o r r es p o nd i ng . 

"Ti < b i gges t  i s s ue was whet her , t he n i s e i  s houl d v o l u n t eer  f o r  

t he Ar my or  no t . T h i s was wher e most  o f  t he b i t t e r  ar gument s i n 

t he f ami l y c i r c l e t o o k p l a c e . The k i be i  a l way s s t o od ar ound and 

mocked ev er y bo dy . The i s s e i  wer e not  f av o r ab l e t o v o l u n t ee r i n g and 

I  d o n ' t  s uppos e t he n i s e i  wer e t oo k een abo ut  i t  e i t h e r . We o nl y 
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had abo ut  a hundr ed v o l u n t ee r s f r om our  camp, f r a n k l y , I  d o n ' t  

t h i nk I  wo u l d have v o l u n t eer ed e i t h e r  i f  I  wer e a bo y , bec aus e I  

d i d n ' t  appr o v ed o f t he Segr egat i o n i dea i n t he Ar my at  a l l . You 

wo u l d j us t  see J apanes e guy s a l l  t he t i me and you wo u l d n ' t  have a 

c hanc e t o a s s i mi l a t e and meet  t he h a k u j i n s o l d i e r s . They gave a 

l o t  o f  ba l l y h o o  ̂ abo ut  t he n i s e i  combat  t eam, but  I  t hought  t hat  i t  

was t h e same t h i ng as a c o l o r ed s egr egat ed d i v i s i o n . j  I  woul d s ay 

t hat  t he n i s e i  wo ul d have v o l un t eer ed a l o t  mor e i f  t hey had a f r ee 

c ho i c e on what  br anc h of  s e r v i c e t hey want ed t o go i n t o , ( ^h e vo-

l u n t ee r i n g i s s u e r a i s e d a l o t  o f  exc i t ement  i n Manzanar  but  l i f e 

j us t  went  on as 4us ua l  f o r  most  of  t he p eo p l e . I t  was onl y t he 

f a n a t i c s t hat  got  r e a l  e x c i t e d . 

" I n s p i t e o f  t he c r ude l i f e at  Manz anar , I  d i d en j o y t he ex-

p e r i en c e and I  d o n ' t  r egr et  i t  one b i t . I  t h i n k I  gr ew up a l i t t l e 

i n camp and I  d i d meet  a l o t  o f  c o l l ege k i d s . I  a l s o made a number  

o f  Cauc as i an f r i e n d s and I  had a l way s want ed t o do t h a t . I  nev er  

d i d get  s uc h a good c hanc e t o meet  Cauc as i ans u n t i l  I  s t a r t ed wor k -

i ng i n t he adu l t  edu c a t i o n depar t ment , j  I  s uppos e i n t h i s r es pec t  

i t  wo u l d not  be t he same f o r  o t her  n i s e i  who l o s t  t h e i r  Cauc as i an 

c o nt ac t s a f t e r  t hey go t  i n t o camp among so many J ap anes e . 

j ^I  en j o y ed t he n i s e i  I  wo r k ed wi t h a l s o bec aus e t he ones i n 

he adu l t  educ at i o n depar t ment  wer e mor e educ at ed t han t ho s e I  had 

known f o r mer l y . I  nev er  had an o ppo r t un i t y t o meet  any n i s e i  wi t h 

. degr ees i n L o s A n g e l es s i nc e we wer e i n d i f f e r e n t  c r o wds . I  

l ear ned a l o t  t hr o ugh c o n t ac t s wi t h t hem a l s o . I n t hat  r es p ec t , I  

t h i nk I  d i d gr ow up and I  became c o ns c i o us of  a l o t  o f  t h i n gs t hat  

I  was not  awar e of  b e f o r e . At  t he same t i me I  d i d have a gay t i me 

i n camo. 
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" I t  was a f t e r  t he r i o t  t hat  1 s t ar t ed t o t h i n k s e r i o u s l y abo ut  

r es e t t l emen t . ]  I  had g i v e i  i t  some t  ought  when t he f e l l o ws f i r s t  

s t a r t ed t o go out  on beet  f u r l o u gh s ar o und Sept ember  ana Oc t o ber «. 

I  want ed t o go out  and be i n a Cau c as i an communi t y but  t her e was no 

op o r t u n i t y f o r  r es et t l ement  at  t hat  t i me. I  s uppo s e I  was g e t t i n g 

bo r ed or  us ed t o camp l i f e a l t h o I  was not  c o ns c i o us o f  i t . Now 

. t hat  1 t h i n k bac k on i t , I  s uppos e t h i s was one o f  my r eas o ns why I  

want ed t o go o u t . At  t hat  t i me I  t hought  I  was h av i n g a l o t  o f  f un 

and I  d i d n ' t  know ex a c t l y why I  want ed t o get  out  o f  cam . Ho wev er , 

i t  was a f t e r  t he r i o t hat  I  f e l t  t hat  i  woul d not  ga i n any t h i ng by 

s t ay i ng t her e and t hat  mor e and mor e of  t hes e d i s t u r ban c es wo ul d 

happen. l e t a l k o f  r es et t l ement  s t a r t ed t o get  s t r o ng among t he 

n i s e i  and I  was i n f l u en c ed by t h a t . Many o f  t he f r i en d s l  ha d wer e 

among t he f i r s t  t o l eav e camp. I  hear d a l o t  o f  s t o r i e s about  n i s e i  

go i ng out  an d g e t t i n g good j obs wi t h e t e r r i f i c h i gh pay . I  t ho ught  

t hat  I  woul d be ab l e t o do t he same t h i n g i f  I  t ook t he  ̂ c hanc e. 

Thos e #60 a week j obs r e a l l y l o o k ed b i g t o me when I  compar ed i t  t o 

t he .,¿16 a mont h I  was mak i ng as a s ec r e t a r y f o r  t he a u l t  edu c at i o n 

d par  l ament . 

�'I  s t ar t ed t o d i s c u s s r e l o c a t i o n wi t h some o f  my o t her  f r i e n d s 

and t hey a l l  gav e me f av o r ab l e r ep o r t s . A f t e r  t he r e g i s t r a t i o n , I  

was s u r e t hat  1 want ed t o go out  d e f i n i t e l y . By Mar c h r ay who l e 

gr oup was t a l k i n g abo ut  r es et t l emen t  and t hey wer e a l l  b eg i n n i n g t o 

go o u t . I  wo u l d have come out  a l o t  s ooner  but  my mot her  wo ul d not  

l e t  me. ¿he k ept  s t r e s s i n g t he po i n t  t hat  my dad woul d be r et u r ned 

t o us at  any t i me and I  want ed t o s ee hi m bef o r e I  l e f t  bec aus e I  

d i d n ' t  know when I  woul d have ano t her  c hanc e. I  had my a p p l i c a t i o n 

i n at  t he empl oyment  o f f i c e but  I  had t o t ur n dov/n j ob o f f e r s be-
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o aus e o f  t h i s r eas o n . I n A p r i l  I  was o f f e r ed a c i v i l  oai - gi i e i ob 

i n t he '7RA o f f i c e i i  C l ev e l and but  " had t o t u r n t h i s down a l s o . } 

I t  was qu i t e a debat e i n my mi nd as t o whet her  I  s ho ul d t ak e t he 

j ob or  whet her  I  s houl d wa i t  f o r  my f a t h e r  t o be r et u r ned t o u s . 

j us t  c o u l d n ' t  make up my mi nd s o j l  began t o t a l k t o Mr . ^¿ ^x ^n 

about  what  I  s ho ul d do . He i n f l u en c ed me a g r eat  d e a l . He s a i d 

t hat  i  s h o u l d t ak e t he c hanc e and get  out  o f  camp as s oon as po s s i -

b l e i n s p i t e o f  any t h i ng e l s e . Ee v/ant ed a l l  o f  h i s o f f i c e s t a f f  

t o go out  and get  a j o b . I  had qu i t e a t i me t r y i ng t o make up my 

mi nd but  I  f i n a l l y dec i ded t hat  1 s ho ul d get  out  o f  camp bef o r e i t  

was t oo l a t e . By t hat  t i me most  o f  my f r i e n d s had a l r eady l e f t . 

" I n t he meant i me, my o l der  s i s t e r  weat  out  t o get  mar r i ed so 

t hat  my mot her  go t  us ed t o t he i dea o f  par t  o f  her  f ami l y be i ng 

away f r om h e r . A f t e r  t hat  she began t o b r eak down a l i t t l e . She 

f i n a l l y s a i d t hat  she d i d not  c ar e but  she t hought  t hat  dad woul d 

be v er y d i s ap p o i n t ed when he came bac k and f o und me go ne. I  wr o t e 

t o my f a t h er  i n t he i nt er nment  camp and 1 t o l d hi m t hat  I  j us t  had 

t o get  out  o f  camp bec aus e I  c o u l d n ' t  s t and i t  much l o n ger . Ee 

wr o t e bac k and s a i d t hat  my mot her  wo u l d be v er y l ones ome i f  I  l e f t  

but  I  c oul d do what  I  t hought  b e s t . I  t a l k ed t o my c o us i ns and 

t hey a l l  agr eed t hat  i  s ho u l d l e a v e . i e had many f ami l y d i s c u s s i o n s 

on t h i s and t he o l de r  per s o ns i n t he c l an wer e aga i n s t  r es et t l ement  

f o r  g i r l s . They t ho ught  t hat  i t  was t oo danger o us . My mot her  was 

v er y h es i t an t  i n her  app r o v a l  but  she f i n a l l y d i d g i v e i n . |  

' I t  was a good t h i ng t hat  I  a l r ead y had a j ob o f f e r  or  e l s e 

my mot her  nev er  wo u l d have a l l o wed me t o come o u t . T h i s was ar ound 

t he end of  A p r i l . She was so wo r r i ed t hat  I  woul d get  har mned and 

i  t r i e d t o t e l l  her  t hat  no t h i ng wo u l d happen. 1 t o l d her  t hat  a 
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l o t  o f  o t her  g i r l s had l e f t  camps and t hey a l l  had £ood j obs and 

no t h i n happened t o t hem. The mai n t h i n g t hat  made i t  so u r gent  

f o r  me t o get  out  of  camp was t hat  l  d i d n ' t  want  t o get  st buck t her e 

when a l l  my f r i en d s wer e l e a v i n g . .411 t he wo r t hwh i l e peo p l e had 

a l r ead y l e f t  and I  d i d n ' t  want  t o be l e f t  i n camp wi t h a l o t  of  o l d 

p eo p l e . Ano t her  mo t i v e at  t hat  t i me was t hat  I  r e a l l y want ed t o 

c o nt i nue wi t h my c o l l ege edu c a t i o n but  I  have g i v en up t hat  dr eam 

s i n o r h e a ' -  : - i w c f t  o r f & ^ c j u ^ -

go t  my j ob o f  f e r t  thJ ough- - - gograQ.- ta vdf t FTTTr  - F o ^U o j ^«t r e r  * 
e  ̂ l i t  

wr o t e a v er y good r ec o mmendat i o n f o r  me. I  a l s o wr o t e t o Mi s s Nanc y ' c m 

Mai n o f  t he Ch i c ago YWCAI  - he wr o t e bac k and s a i d t her e was an 

o p en i ng f o r  a s ec r e t a r y at  t he Geor ge Wi l l i ams Co l l ege and my name 

was r e f e r r ed t h e r e . The c o l l ege ex p ec t ed me r i gh t  away . T h i s 

c o l l ege t r a i n ed peo p l e f o r  ' Y f  wor k mo s t l y . At  f i r s t  I  want ed t o 

50 .t o Mi nneapo l i s ! * wher e my s i s t e r  was l o c a t ed . I  a l s o had an i dea 

t hat  I  want ed t o go t o C l ev e l an d bec aus e some o f  my f r i e n d s wer e 

t h e r e . I  had no i dea t hat  1 wo u l d ev er  end up i n Ch i c ago bec aus e 

I  hear d t hat  i t  was a d i r t y c i t y and 1 d i d n ' t  ...ant  t o s t ay h er e . 

"When i t  was d e f i n i t e when I  was l e a v i n g , 1" had a s o r t  o f  r e-

a c t i o n . I  go t  a f r a i d and i  f e l t  p r e t t y much a l o n e . I  d i d n ' t  know 

what  t he r ea c t i o n t o me wo ul d be l i k e . I  had a f ew f r i e n d s out  

her e so I  f i n a l l y dec i ded t hat  1 had b e t t e r  come t o Ch i c ago wher e 1 

had a d e f i n i t e j ob o f f e r . I  d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e t hen t hat  I  c o u l d get  

i n t o t he s?/ i ng o f  t h i ngs so q u i c k l y and n a t u r a l l y . The camp ex-

p er i enc e d i d n ' t  hur t  me at  a l l  and I  j us t  t ook o f f  f r om wher e I  

l e f t  o f f  i n L o s A n g e l e s . 

" I  was qu i t e dep r es s ed when I  l e f t  camp bec aus e t he t r a i n was 

so d i r t y . Ther e wer e so many s o l d i e r s and s a i l o r s on t he t r a i n and 
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I  d i d n ' t  know how t hey wo ul d r eac t  t o n e . I  s oon f ound t hat  t he 

s o l d i e r s and s a i l o r s wer e t he most  u n der s t an d i n g peo p l e o f  a l l . I  

was f e e l i n g a l i t t l e i l l  f r om t he t r a i n r i de and one s a i l o r  went  t o 

a l l  t he t r o ub l e t o b r i ng me my d i n n e r  . J  I  nev er  c oul d have go t t en 

i n t o t he d i n i ng c oac h by my s el f  bec aus e i t  was c r owded wi t h s er v i c e 

men. had t o l augh t hen at  my f e a r s bec aus e I  r e a l l y was f r i gh t -

ened and I  had b u i l t  up my i mag i nat i o n t o t he po i n t  wher e I  t hought  

1 

i  wo u l d be t he v i c t i m o f  some k i nd o f  i n c i d e n t . J  I t  was qo mpl et el y 

d i f f e r e n t  f r om an y t h i n g i  had a n t i c i p a t e d . I t  was a good t h i ng t hat  

1 a i d not  g i v e way t o my f ea r s and t u r n ar o und and go bac k t o camp. 

A f t e r  t he s ec o nd day on t he t r a i n I  f ound t hat  i t  wa s n ' t  bad at  a l l  

so I  f e l t  much b e t t e r . 

i  ' ' A f t er  a f ew day s o f  gr i my t r a v e l , I  f i n a l l y a r r i v e d i n Ch i c ago 

ex h au s t ed . T h i s was ar ound t he f i r s t  o f  May , 1945. The f i r s t  t h i ng 

t hat  i mpr es s ed me was t he d i r t y t enement s t hat  I  saw as t he t r a i n 

p u l l ed i n t o t he c i t y . I t  was a dep r es s i n g s i gh t  and I  t hought  t hat  

I  wo ul d nev er  l i k e Ch i c ago bec aus e i t  was so o l d and d i r t y . I  I t  was 

ev en d i r t i e r  t han what  I  had ex p ec t ed . .hen I  go t  i n t o t he L o o p , 

i t  wa s n ' t  q u i t e as bad so t hat  my mo r al e p i c k ed up a l i t t l e . ! The 

peo p l e f r om t he s c ho o l  met  me at  t he s t a t i o n and t hey wer e v er y 

k i n d . They ar r anged E v er y t h i ng f o r  me so I  had no d i f f i c u l t y at  

a l l  i n g e t t i n g s e t t l e d . I  s t ay ed i n t he G- eul ' ê i l l i «*.- : do r mi t o r y  ̂

r i gh t  on t he campus u n t i l  t he Navy t o o k i t  o v er . Nov/ I  am at  t M- s 

hol r ao" whi c h i- s. c o l l ege do r mi t o r y and I  hav e been her e s i nc e 

Sept ember  ( 1945) . Du r i ng t he summer  I  was out  o f  t own at  &he 

c o l l ege summer  camp, v/hen I  f i r s t  a r r i v ed i n Ch i c ago I  had t o go 

t o t he F . B . I , o f f i c e and f i l l  out  some s p ec i a l  f o r ms and get  an okaj r , 

?'!7hen I  l e f t  f o r  t he c o l l ege summer  camp i n "i s c o ns i n l a s t  
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J une , 1 had t o get  ano t her  s p ec i a l  per mi t  t o t r av e l  out  01 t he 

s t at e . ^M y l i f e r e a l l y began when i  went  t o t he c o l l ege camp. I  

met  a l l  s o r t s o f  peo p l e and t hey wer e a l l  i n t e r es t ed i n t he r e-

s e t t l e r s . Many o f  t hem had k nown t he J apanes e peo p l e t hr o ugh 

mi s s i o nar y wo r k so t hey a l l  came and t a l k ed t o me. Ther e wer e a 

l ar ge number  o f  TY T peo p l e and t hey wer e a l l  f r i e n d l y and c ooper a-

t i v e . T summer  camp r emi nded me a l o t  o f  i - e.nzanar  as i t  was 

r ug ed l i v i n g . Ho wev er , t he at mos pher e was much b e t t e r  s o t hat  I  

en j o y ed i t  i mmens el y . I t  was s uc h a f r ee and eas y l i f e and i t  

seemed t o f a r  away f r om t he t u r mo i l  o f  t he wo r l d . e a l l  got  v er y 

c l o s e t o eac h o t h er , l i v i n g c o o p er a t i v e l y l i k e t hat  and I  c e r t a i n l y 

en j o y ed t he ex p e r i en c e . The J ap anes e i n camp wer e nev er  c o o per at i v e 

l i k e t h a t . Many gr o ups came t o s t ay i n t h i s summer  camp du r i ng 

t hos e t h r ee mont hs I  was up t h e r e . They had abo ut  17 c o n f er enc es 

i n a l l  o f  ' Y * p eo p l e , c o - ops , c hur c h g r o u p s , a i s a- J .C.R. g r o ups , 

and 4- E g r o up s . I  made a l o t  o f  f r i e n d s ev er y t i me a new gr oup 

came i n . i t  was an ex p er i en c e t hat  l  wi l l  nev er  f o r g e t . T h i s sum-

mer  I  an go i ng up t her e a g a i n s i nc e t he Geor ge Wi l l i ams Co l l ege i s 

one o f  t he s po ns o r i ng gr oup and a l l  o f  t he o f f i c e s t a f f  go up f o r  

t he summer . 

' T h i s ex p er i en c e ended i n Sept ember  and I  came bac k down t o 

Ch i c ago and 1 moved i n t o t h i s g i r l ' s c o l l ege do r mi t o r y . I  get  

a l o ng s wel l  wi t h t hem and we do ev er y t h i n g t o get h er . They ar e a 

l o t  o f  f un and I  am a l way s be i ng i n v i t ed out  by t hem. Dur i ng Xmas 

1 went  t o U- reen .Bay, " ' i s c o i s i n , o v er  t he ho l i da2/s wi t h one o f  t he 

g i r l s i n t he ho us e and I  got  al o ng wo n der f u l l y wi t h her  

p ar en t s and f r i e n d s . I  bunk ed wi t h my g i r l  f r i e n d and we us ed t o 

t a l k p r a c t i c a l l y a l l  n i g h t . Her  par en t s even c o ns er v ed gas c oupons 

'HO GUI  

V 
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so t hey c o ul d r i cl e me ar ound Gr een Eay t o v i s i t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  r e l a -

t i v e s . T hey j us t  ac c ep t ed me as t h e i r  d a u g h t e r ' s c o l l ege g i r l  

f r i e n d . 

" I t  d i d n ' t  t ak e me v er y l o ng t o get  us ed t o my wo r k . At  Ci eof ge 

V i l l i a a s c o l l e g e , 1 am fee p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y ^o t he bu s i n es s mana-

ger . I  t ak e c ar e o f  sil- -̂ e- f  ;i !Ts c o r r es po ndenc e and ap p o i n t men t s . ) 1 

l i k e t he wor k v er y much bec aus e t he peo p l e c o nnec t ed wi t h t he co l -

l ege r e a l l y t r y t o he l p me o u t . They enc o ur age me t o go t o s c ho o l  

so I  tafcfe an ho ur  o f f  eac h day f o r  a c a l s s . They d o n ' t  deduc t  t he 

wages f o r  t h i s e i t h e r . My bos s a l wa / s i n c l u des me i n t he c o l l ege 

a c t i v i t i e s as he j us t  t ak es me as a s t u den t . I  go t o a l l  o f  t he 

r a l l i e s and o t her  s c hoo l  f u n c t i o n s . L 'aybe, i t  i s bec aus e I  l i v e i n 

such a n i c e env i r onment  t hat  1 j us t  t ak e t h i n gs f o r  gr ant ed no w, 

and i  d o n ' t  r e a l i z e how l uc k y I  

"Onc e i n a wh i l e I  g i v e some t a l k s on ev ac uat i o n and camp l i f e 

t o t he v a r i o u s Gi r l  Res er v es c l u b s . The g i r l s at  c o l l ege ar e t he 

l eader s of  1#i ese c l ubs as t he s c ho o l  t r a i n s ' Y ' wo r k er s . Thes e 

g i r l s a l l  wor k i n s et t l ement  ho us es and I  g<$t  t o hel p t hem out  

o c c a s i o n a l l y . I  d o n ' t  know t oo much abo ut  t he s i g n i f i c a n c e o f  t he 

ev c uat i o n and r es et t l ement  but  I  j us t  t e l l  t hem o f  some o f  my own 

ex p e r i en c es . I t  i s t o much f u n t o go out  wi t h a l l  o f  t hes e f r i e n d s 

o f  mi ne. I  go t  i n t e r es t ed i n i n t e r - r ac i a l  p r o bl ems t hr o ugh t hem and 

i t  r e a l l y has educ at ed me. I  t h i n k t hat  I  have l o s t  some o f  my 

p r e j u d i c es aga i n s t  Negr o es and o t her  gr o ups bec aus e o f  my ac qua i n t -

anc e wi t h t hes e p eo p l e . I t  i s one o f  t he bes t  ex p er i en c es o f  my 

l i f e and I  wo u l d n ' t  mi s s i t  f o r  any t h i ng}. 

At  t he same t i me I  have k ept  up on my s o c i a l  l i f e wi t h my 

l i s e i  f r i en d s a l t h o I  have al mos t  cut  i t  out  now bec aus e I  d o n ' t  
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hav e t he t i me. I  s t i l l  go out  on q u i t e a f ew dat es t ho ugh . I  went  

t o t wo n i s e i  danc es and I  nev er  wi l l  go a g a i n . I t  was so di s ap-

p o i n t i n g t o go bac k i n t o s uc h a gr o up . I  nev er  n o t i c ed i t  so much 

i n camp bec aus e I  t ook i t  f o r  g r an t ed , but  out  her e I  do r e a l l y 

no t i c e t he d i f f e r e n c e . The f e l l o ws s t i l l  wear  dr apes and t hey have 

a l o t  o f  h a i r . They c o ngr egat e i n bunc hes and t hey t r y t o a t t r ac t  

a t t e n t i o n by g e t t i n g dr unk at  t hes e d a n c es . I  t h i n k I  go out  of  

c u r i o s i t y and t o see who i s t h er e . 

"My s o c i a l  l i f e was r a t h er  i n t ens e at  f i r s t  a s t her e wer e so 

many p l a c es t o s ee . I  us ed t o go out  on dat es wi t h n i s e i  f e l l o ws 

ev er y n i gh t  o f  t he week but  now I  have c ut  i t  down t o o n l y t wo or  

t h r ee t i mes a week . I  j u s t  go ar o und wi t h n i s e i  on week - ends now 

and t he r es t  o f  t he t i me I  go ar ound wi t h t he f r i e n d s I  have made 

at  c o l l e g e . Ev en on week - ends I  do n T t  ex ac t l y go out  on dat es wi t h 

n i s e i  f e l l o ws as I  go t o s ee my t wo n i s e i  g i r l  f r i e n d s some o f  t he 

t i me. T"y l i f e seems t o be cut  o f f  f r om t he n i s e i  now bec aus e o f  my 

p r es ent  a c t i v i t i e s . Ev er y n i ght  of  t he week I  see t he g i r l s at  t he 

hous e and I  a l s o see t hem at  s c h o o l . I  have been go i ng out  wi t h 

t hem mor e and mo r e. 

"The n i s e i  I  know ar e t he ones I  knew i n camp. I  onl y have 

one c l o s e n i s e i  g i r l  f r i e n d and I  £ r y t o s ee her  at  l eas t  once a 

week . I  u s u a l l y go t o her  p l ac e when I  get  a c r av i ng f o r  J apanes e 

f ood bec aus e she i s such a good c ook . My o t her  n i s e i  g i r l  f r i e n d 

l i v e s t oo f a r  out  so I  o n l y phone her  about  t h r ee t i mes a week . 

As i de f r om t hat  I  d o n ' t  s ee many n i s e i  exc ep t  f o r  my d a t e s . I  d o n ' t  

mi s s t hem at  a l l  bec aus e I  am hav i ng so much f u n and my t i me i s 

f u l l y o c c up i ed wi t h t he p eo p l e i n t h i s h o us e . I  have l o s t  c o nt ac t  

wi t h many o f  my n i s e i  f r i e n d s and I  h a v en ' t  had t he ur ge t o l o o k 
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¿'.'  ̂ j  I  wi  

t hem u p , 

"Rec en t l y a n i s e i  f e l l o w I  have been go i n ar ound wi t h mor e 

t han t he r es t  as k ed me t o he engaged t o. h i m. I  t ur ned hi m down be-

c aus e I  d i d n ' t  t h i nk he ms t he r i gh t  f e l l o w f o r  me. I  d o n ' t  t h i n k 

I  l i k e h i m we l l  eno ugh t o l eav e my j ob and a l l  my f r i e n d s t o go t o 

ano t her  c i t y . He r ec en t l y foent  bac k eas t  and t ie want s me t o go out  

t her e and mar r y h i m. I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  am pr epar ed f o r  t hat  y e t . 

have a c hanc e t o meet  a bet t er  c l a s s o f  peo p l e her e and I  d o n ' t  

want  t o g i v e t hat  up y e t . I n t h i s way I  am ab l e t o gr ow up i n my 

i deas and I  t h i n k i t  woul d be si . ch a p i t y i f  I  t hr ev/ ev er y t h i ng u p . 

wi l l  get  mar r i ed ev en t u a l l y but  I  d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e i t  now as I  am 

hav i ng a good t i me. I  j us t  hat e t o g i v e i t  up no?/ when I  have so 

much. I f  I  f e l t  l o s t  and h e l p l e s s t hen I  p r o bab l y wo ul d have con-

s i der ed i mmedi at e mar r i ag e , ŝ i t  i s now, I  t h i n k I  am as s i mi l a t ed 

q u i t e a b i t  and I  am en j o y i ng t he p r o c es s . Ivraybe I  wi l l  ev en be a 

c ar eer  woman, but  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k s o . F o r  t he nex t  f ew y ear s I  t h i n k 

t hat  I  c an get  mar r i ed any t i me so I  d o n ' t  wo r r y about  i t  at  a l l T j  

aybe I  s ho u l d get  mar r i ed bec aus e I  may mi s s o ut , but  I  d o n ' t  

t h i n k s o . I  gues s I  am c o nc e i t ed enough t o t h i n k t hat  a l o t  o f  

f e l l o ws s t i l l  want  t o c has e me. 

" I n s p i t e o f  my l i f e her e wi f ch-  wh i c h I  en j o y v er y muc h, I  d o n ' t  

l i k e Ch i c ago i t s e l f . Ther e a r e t o o many t h i n g s her e t o d i s t r a c t  me. 

And I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  wi l l  be ab l e t o keep up wi t h t h i s f as t  t empo of  

l i v i n g p er manent l y . Ano t her  t h i n g i s t hat  t he peo p l e ar ound her e 

do have d i s t i n c t  r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s . Ther e i s t o o much p r e j u d i c e 

aga i n s t  t he Negr o es and t hey c a n ' t  ev en move t o t he o t he s i de o f  

Co t t age Gr o v e, ano t her  t h i n g i s t hat  t her e ar e t oo many s l ums her e 

and t her e i s no f ami l y l i v i n g way s at  a l l . A l l  I  do i s go t o wor k 
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go out  on da~ e.s and have f u n , oome home and en j o y my s e l f  wi t h t he 

g i r l s i n t he h o u s e , v i s i t  f r i en d s o c c a s i o n a l l y , e t c . Ther e i s no-

t h i ng c o n s t r u c t i v e about  my l i f e at  a l l  and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t h t̂  I  

w i l l  be ab l e t o do t h i s a l l  t he t i me. So o ner  o r  l a t e r  he no v el t y 

w i l l  wear  o f f  and I  wi l l  have t o s e t t l e down. I  t h i n k I f d r a t her  

l i v e i n a s mal l  t own as i t  i s e a s i e r  t o s e t t l e down and r e a l l y be-

l o ng t o t he c ommuni t y . 

Q Î  know t hat  a l o t  o f  f l j i sei  t h i nk t hat  I  am ' f as t  , and t hey 

do n T t  agr ee wi t h t he t h i n gs t hat  I  do . They t h i n k t hat  I  am bad 

j us t  bec aus e I  smoke ana go out  on a l o t  o f  d a t es . I  t h i nk t hey 

ar e h u r t i n g t hems el v es by be i n g nar r ow- mi nded and c l i n g i n g t o t h e i r  

own gr o up , j  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k you have t o c ar r y i n t eg r a t i o n as f a r  as 

i n t e r - c a r r i age , but  you have t o dr aw a l i n e some p l a c e . / I  t h i n k 

t hat  t he n i s e i  s ho ul d go out  i n t o Cauc as i an s o c i e t y mor e and t hey 

s ho ul d be wi l l i n g t o go mor a t han h a l f  way . They d o n ' t  have t o l i k e 

ev er y Cauc as i an t hey meet  but  I  t h i n k t hat  i t  i s v er y i mpor t ant  

t hat  we s ho u l d l e t  t he p u b l i c know t hat  we ar e i n d i v i d u a l s , I  d o n ' t  

l i k e t o s ee t he c o ngr egat i o n o f  j ffl zsei  at  a l l . I t  i s i n l i t t l e way s 

t hat  i n t eg r a t i o n i s ac c o mp l i s hed and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t he i i i sei  w i l l  

get  any p l ac e by c r y i ng abo ut  a l l  t h e i r  t r o u b l es . J  They j us t  ant  

t o f ee l  s o r r y f o r  t hems el v es . I  hat e t ho s e s hy A i s e i  .ho ar e so 

t i mi d . They ar e a f r a i d t o s ay any t h i ng at  a l l  bec aus e t hey t h i nk 

t hey ar e go i ng t o get  s nubbed. I t  i s no wo nder  t hat  t hey c an make 

any Cau c as i an f r i e n d s when t hey d o n ' t  ev en make any at t empt  t o go 

o u t . I  j us t  c a n ' t  s t and t hes e s o r t  o f  n i s e i . They ar e t he ones 

who c o mpl ai n most  b i t t e r l y abo ut  how t hey ar e be i n g d i s c r i mi n a t ed 

a g a i n s t . I  t h i n k t hey wi l l  get  a l o t  - f ur t her  i f  t hey ac t ed j us t  

n a t u r a l . That  i s what  I  do and I  have made a l o t  o f  f r i en d s ev en 
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among t he s a i l o r  boy s at  t he c o l l ege and t hey d o n ' t  t h i n k o f  me as 

a J ap . They j us t  t h i nk o f  me as S h i z , t he s ec r e t a r y . I  t h i n k t hat  

t h i s i s t he way t h i n g s s houl d be . I  know t hat  i f  a l l  o f  t h e n i s e i  

wer e ac c ep t ed i n t h i s way t her e wo u l d be l e s s p r e j u d i c e and d i s -

c r i mi nat i o n ag a i n s t  t hem. The o n l y way t o do t h i s i s t o go out  and 

make t he e f f o r t . I  know t hat  a l o t  o f  n i s e i  g i r l s t h i n k t hat  I  am 

t oo f o r war d but  I  d o n ' t  c ar e what  t hey t h i n k . I  know I  am not  

do i ng any t h i ng wr ong and t hat  i s what  c o unt s . I n f a c t , I  t h i n k I  

am do i ng t he r i gh t  t h i ng and t hey ar e - the ones who ar e h u r t i ng 

t hems el v es f o r  be i ng h e s i t a n t . 

" I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t he n i s e i  out  her e ar e a s s i mi l a t i n g at  a l l . 

They j us t  t h i n k abo ut  mak i ng money and t h a t ' s a l l . Then a l o t  o f  

t he f e l l o ws o n l y t h i n k t hey ar e go i ng t o be d r a f t ed p r et t y soon so 

i t ' s no u s e . Many o f  t he n i s e i  c o ngr egat e i n t he same p l ac e f o r  a 

j ob and t hey l i v e t o get h er  and go ar ound t o get her  wi t h o t her  J apan-

es e k i d s . They d o n ' t  have any wi de i n t e r es t s at  a l l . I  t h i n k t hat  

t hey s ho ul d make mor e of  an at t empt  t o be f r i e n d l y wi t h t he Cauca-

s i ans t hey wor k wi t h . The n i s e i  g i r l s ar e j us t  as bad bec aus e t hey 

a l l  t h i n k o f  mar r i age now and t hey wo r r y abo ut  i t . I t ' s go o dt o 

s ee y o ur  n i s e i  f r i e n d s once i n a wh i l e , but  I  d o n ' t  l i k e t he i dea 

o f  hav i ng t o s t i c k wi t h t hem a l l  t he t i me bec aus e i t  c r amps my 

s t y l e . Maybe i t  woul d be a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n i f  I  had t o l i v e 

a l o ne i n my own apar t ment  and I  d i d n ' t  l i v e i n a p l ac e l i k e t h i s 

wher e 1 c an make so many f r i e n d s . I n s p i t e o f  t h a t , I  f e e l  t hat  I  

am d e f i n i t e l y mak i ng some p r o g r es s . 

"My ed u c a t i o n a l  p l an s hav e gone c o mpl et el y t o t he bunk s now. 

My mai n i dea now i s t o s end my br o t her  t h r o ugh and I  c o u l d not  

a f f o r d t o go ev en h a l f  t i me bec aus e my s a l a r y i s not  so l a r g e . I  
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o n l y get  § 110 a mont h and my r oom al o ne c o s t s 3 1 8 . 7 5 . L i v i n g ex-

pens es ar e so h i gh t hat  I  c oul d not  s ave up an y t h i n g t o go t o s c ho o l  

l a t e r . Ano t her  r eas o n i s t hat  my y o unger  s i s t e r  want s t o go t o 

c o l l ege a l s o and I  w i l l  have t o hel p her  o u t . I  am go i ng t o t r y 

t o t ak e one c our s e at  t he c o l l ege eac h s emes t er  so t hat  I  w i l l  have 

mor e of  a bac k gr o und e i n s o c i a l  s c i en c e . I  wo ul d l i k e t o get  a 

c o l l ege degr ee bec aus e i t  c ount s so much i n g e t t i n g a j ob but  I  

have d e f i n i t e l y po s t po ned i t . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  wi l l  get  ar o und t o 

i t  now, a l t ho ugh I  c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e . 

" I n s p i t e o f  my ac t i v e l i f e I  do have some l e i s u r e t i me t o do 

o t her  t h i n g s . I  go t o c hur c h o c c a s i o n a l l y and I  a l s o do some r ead-

i ng when I  have t i me. I  bel o ng t o t he »L i t er ar y Gu i l d and I  get  

book s f r om t hem. I  l i k e t o r ead Reader *s Di gef et  and Cur r ent  Ev ent s 

Ti agazi i nes. I  hat e mov i e magaz i nes bec aus e t hey ar e r a t h er  s i l l y , 

but  I  do l i k e t o go t o t he mo v i es . T her e ar e a number  o f  cont em-

po r ar y magaz i nes l i k e Ha r p e r ' s ar o und t he hous e and c o l l ege so t hat  

I  p i c k t hem up once i n a wh i l e . 

" I ' v e r ead some no v e l s t h i s wi n t e r  and my t as t e r uns t o "'A 

T r ee Gr ows i n B r o o k l y n ' , ' Na t i v e S o n '̂ , 'The Ro be' and ' So L i t t l e 

T i me ' . I  was p a r t i c u l a r l y i mpr es s ed by ' Na t i v e So n£ ' bec aus e i t  

gave an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e o f  t he Negr o es . I  am dev el op-

i ng q u i t e a t as t e f o r  book s t f i t h a t heme of  s o c i a l  p r o b l ems . I n 

t hat  way I  t h i n k t hat  I  am g e t t i n g some s e l f - edu c a t i o n . I n t he 

r es t  o f  t he t i me I  hav e l e f t , 1 wr i t e a f ew l e t t e r s t o r e l a t i v e s i n 

camp ana nobody e l s e . I  us ed t o wr i t e t o a l o t  o f  n i s e i  but  I  

d o n ' t  have t i me any mor e. I ' v e l o s t  t r ac k o f  many f r i e n d s s i nc e 

t hey have s c a t t e r ed , l ŷ ma i l  has r e a l l y dec r eas ed . I  u s u a l l y 

manage t o wr i t e Mr . F er gus o n a l e t t e r  t o keep hi m i n f o r med on what  

t he n i s e i  ar e do i n out  h er e . I  am not  a b l e t o do v er y much o f  t h i s 
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as I  d o n ' t  have t oo much c o n t ac t s wi t h t h en any n o r e . I  d o n ' t  

l i s t e n t o t he r ad i o much any mor e and 1 h a v e n ' t  r ead t he news paper s 

f o r  ages . 

"A t  f i r s t  I  t r i e d t o k eep my s el f  v/el l  i n f o r med on t he p r o gr es s 

o f  t he war  but  I  soon f o und t hat  I  d i d n ' t  have t i me f o r  i t  bec aus e 
s 

t her e wer e so many o t her  p er s o n a l  t h i n g s t o do . Howev er , i f  any 

* 

a r t i c l e come out  about  t he J apanes e pr o bl em, I  u s u a l l y c l i p t hem. 

I t  i s u s u a l l y t he g i r &s i n t he ho us e who dr aw my a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s 

t o p i c . I  gue: s t hey ar e mor e awar e o f  t he peo p l e i n camp t han I  am 

bec aus e i t  i s so i n t e r e s t i n g t o t hem, ôw t hey d o n ' t  as k vie so many 

q ues t i o ns about  camp l i f e and I  am j us t  one o f  t h e i r  gr o up l  1 go 

t o t he mo v i es and t h ea t r es q u i t e o f t en wi t h t hem s i nc e t hey have 

good t as t e c u l t u r a l l y . I  u s u a l l y go t o t he c o l l ege b a s k e t b a l l  games 

and a l l  o f  t he ho c k ey games t hat  I  can wi t h my c o l l ege f r i en d s as I  

j us t  l o v e s p o r t s . I  o f t en wi s h I  wer e a boy so I  c an p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n t hem d i r e c t l y i n s t ead o f  wa t c h i n g . 
I  

( " I  have not  c o n s c i o u s l y been t r y i n g t o b r eak away f r om t he 

J apanes e g r o up . We j us t  seem t o be l ead i n g a d i f f e r en t  k i nd o f  l i f e 

out  h er e . I t  i s mo s t l y my p r es ent  env i r onment  t hat  makes t he 

d i f f e r e n c e . I  go out  wi t h h/sei  when t hey coni e over  ana ask "̂ me 

and I  do n T t  t r y t o av o i d t hem at  a l l . Ho wev er , i  do f e e l  embar r as s ed 

when I  s ee t hem on t he s t r ee t s i n a gr o up . I  d o n ' t  know why I  f e e l  

t hat  way bec aus e I  know t hat  I  am no b e t t e r  t han t hey a r e . At  t he 

same t i me t hey t r y t o av o i d me t o o . So I  gues s a l l  o f  t he f t i sei  do 

t h a t . They j us t  get  t o get her  beh i nd l o c k ed do o r s wher e t he Cauca-

s i an ey es c a n ' t  s ee t hem. I  d o n ' t  know why t hey f e e l  so a f r a i d . I  

c e r t a i n l y am not  ashamed of  my J apanes e b l o o d , i t  t he same t i me, I  

d o n ' t  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s good f o r  t he t yi sei  t o go i n bunc hes l i k e t hat  



as t hey ar e t oo c o ns p i c uo us . / T h i s i n t he way I  l o o k upon i t : 

Mos t  o f  t he y oung Cau c as i an f e l l o ws ar e i n t he Ar my . I t  does not  

c r eat e suc h a good i mp r es s i o n when a l o t  o f  n i s e i  boy s go out  i n a 

bunc h i n p u b l i c t o have a good t i me. They wi l l  be r es en t ed by t he 

par en t s who have boys i n t he s e r v i c e and you c a n T t  bl ame t hem f o r  

t hat . I  am g l ad t hat  t he d r a f t  has come bec aus e 1 t h i n k t hat  i t  

wi l l  be good f o r  a l l  o f  t hes e n i s e i  boy s who ar e r unn i ng ar o und and 

do i ng n o t h i n g now. But  I  gues s I  w i l l  f e e l  c r us hed i f  my br o t her  

get s t ak en as he i s o n l y 17 and he has j us t  s t a r t ed c o l l e g e / How-

ev er  I  do t h i n k t hat  i t  i s o n l y r i gh t  f o r  t he n i s e i  boy s t o be i n 

t he Ar my now l i k e t he r es t  of  t he Amer i c an k i d s . A Cauc as i an 

mot her  who has had a son k i l l e d i n t he war  wo u l d n ' t  f e e l  s o good i f  

she saw a l o t  o f  n i s e i  en j o y i n g an u n r e s t r i c t e d c i v i l i a n l i f e . A 

l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  s ay t hat  t hey have s u f f e r ed enough by t he evac ua-

t i o n and t hey d o n ' t  t h i n k t hey s ho ul d be d r a f t e d . Ho wev er , I  d o n ' t  

t h i nk t hat  t h i s i s any way t o l o o k at  i t  at  p r es ent  bec aus e t hey 

ar e i n no p o s i t i o n t o s ay any h i ng s i nc e t hey ar e a l l  mo r eo r l es s on 

a s p o t . Be i ng i n t he Ar my woul d e l i mi n a t e a l o t  o f  t he s u s p i c i o n . 

" I  t h i n k t hat  I  am en j o y i n g my s e l f  and hav i ng a l o t  o f  f un , 

but  t o be r e a l l y t r u t h f u l  abo ut  i t , I  am not  s a t i s f i e d wi t h my pr e-

s ent  l i f e . I  do n T t  know why bec aus e ev er y t h i ng ar o und me i s so 

c o ngen i a l  and p l e a s a n t . One t h i n g i s t hat  I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  

c oul d get  any mor e adv anc ement s i n my j ob and t he onl y c o mpens at i o n 

i s t hat  I  do get  t o meet  a l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g p eo p l e . 1 c an T t  do 

t hat  a l l  my l i f e t hough and I  wi l l  have t o l ead a mor e s t ab l e l i r e 

s ooner  o r  l a t e r  o r  &l s e I  may become j us t  as d i s s a t i s f i e d and r es t -

l e s s as t he o t her  n i s e i  out  h e r e . I  s t i l l  d o n ' t  hav e my c i t i z e n s h i p 

and t hat  c aus es me some wo r r y now and t h en . I  know I  wo u l d f e e l  
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much s a f e r  i s I  d i d have c i t i z e n s h i p l i k e t he n i s e i . - J ven t h en , 

t her e i s s t i l l  t hat  f e e l i n g o f  u n c e r t a i n t y bec aus e I  hear d t hat  

t her e i s a l aw i n Co ngr es s As k i ng t o t ak e away c i t i z e n s h i p f r om 

n i s e i  and depo r t  t hem. That  c e r t a i n l y i s t he s i l l i ef c t f e t h i n g I  hav e 

ev er  hear d o f . I  t h i n k t hat  i t  i s t ho s e peo p l e i n Ca l i f o r n i a i n 

who wer e s o much aga i n s t  u s , t hey do n T t  know what  t hey ar e do i ng . 

" I  d o n ' t  know ex ac t l y what  my ambi t i o n f o r  t he f u t u r e a r e . 

Somet i  es I  t h i n k I  s ho u l d - o i n t o gr oup wor k and have a c ar eer  l i k e 

s o me.o f  t he g i r l s I  know at  c o l l e g e . At  o t her  t i mes I  t h i n k ma b̂e 

I  ought  t o get  mar r i ed and f o r get  i t  a l l . I  r e a l l y d o n ' t  know what  

I  want  and I  c hange my i dea f r om day t o d ay . I  d o n ' t  show i t  at  

a l l  t o my f r i e n d s bec aus e t hey a r  so gay t hat  1 have t o be l i k e 

t hem. I ' m not  s ay i ng t hat  I  d o n ' t  en j o y t h i s l i f e bec aus e I  r ea l l y 

do . But  t her e i s t hat  s o met h i ng I n t he bac k o f  my mi nd wh i c h makes 

me wonder  abo ut  t he f u t u r e now and t hen . I ' v e g i v en up t he i dea o f  

g e t t i n g a c o l l ege degr ee f o r  t he t i me be i n g s o « t hat  I  d o n ' t  have 

t hat  t o hang on t o . I  j us t  hat e t o t h i n k abo ut  t he f u t u r e bec aus e 

i t  i s so mi xed up and I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t hat  any body knows what  i s go i ng 

t o hap p en , f ay be i f  a l l  t he n i s e i  boy s get  d r a f t ed I  wi l l  get  mar -

r i ed and I  wi l l  be a s o l d i e r ' s wi f e . Then maybe I  c an get  my 

Amer i c an c i t i z e n s h i p and peo p l e wo n ' t  be ab l e t o say t hat  I  am not  

l o y a l  t o t h i s c o unt r y . A l l  s o l d i e r s wi l l  wonder  about  t h e i r  f u t u r e 

so ev er y bo dy wi l l  be i n t he same boat  t h en . 

r , I  gues s t h i s i s o n l y a dr eam. Once i n a wh i l e 1 s i t  i n t he 

o f f i c e and I  i magi ne a l l  s o r t s o f  a wo n der f u l  f u t u r e f o r  m/ s e l f  

wher e ev er y t h i n g t u r ns out  r i g h t . But  t hes e day dr eams d o n ' t  l as t  

v er y l o ng and I  wak e up s udden l y and f i nd t hat  I  am i n t he same o-

s i t i o n as be f o r e . I  t r y not  t o wpo r r y abo ut  i t  at  a l l  and I  even 
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t r y t o pus h t hes e t ho ught s out  o f  my mi nd bec aus e i f  you t h i nk 

about  t hem t oo much you may go c r az y . I  j us t  want  t o l i v e a nor mal  

l i f e . F o r  t he t i me b e i n g , I  s t i l l  want  t o s t ay i n my pr es ent  j ob 

as i t  i s s uc h a good at mo s pher e. The o nl y t h i n g i s t hat  I  wo u l d n ' t  

ev er  want  t o l i v e i n Ch i c ago per manent l y and b r i n g up my k i d s h er e . 

Her e I  have been t a l k i n g about  mar r i age and k i ds and t hat  i s ex ac t l y 

t he t h i n g I  d i s l i k e about  t he n i s e i  bec aus e t he n i s e i  f e l l o ws t h i n k 

t oo much about  g i r l  pr obl ems and t he n i s e i  g i r l s t h i n k t oo much 

about  t he f e l l o ws . Ther e ar e so many o t her  t bi a-  i n t e r es t i n g t h i n gs 

t o do . I  t h i nk t he n i s e i  a r e mi s s i n g so much out  o f  l i f e by l i mi t -

i ng t hems el v es t o t he l i t t l e wo r l d t hey knew b e f o r e . At  t he same 

t i me I  r e a l i z e I  d o n ' t  know my own mi nd c o mpl et el y and I  have no 

d e f i n i t e p l ans f o r  t he f u t u r e . I  gues s I  am j us t  as r a t t l e - b r a i n 

as t he r es t  o f  t hem a l t h o I  t end t o t h i  i k I  am mak i ng mor e p r o g r es s . 

? , I  d o n ' t  know what  wi l l  happen t o my f a mi l y . Res et  l ement  f o r  

my p ar en t s i s no t  an i mmedi at e p o s s i b i l i t y . My y o unger  s i s t e r , 20, 

i s go i ng out  t o Mi n n ea p o l i s next  week t o j o i n my mar r i ed s i s t e r  and 

ny b r o t her  i s out  i n c o l l ege now so t hat  l eav es onl y r ay p r en t s i n 

camp. i  wo ul d l i k e t o get  t hem out  but  I  d o n ' t  know how I  c o u l d 

p o s s i b l y s uppor t  t hem. My o l der  s i s t e r  c oul d not  he l p out  much as 

she i s h av i ng a baby soon and I  c o u l d n ' t  c ar r y t he f u l l  l o ad by 

my s e l f . That  i s r e a l l y what  get s me down as i  f ee l  so h e l p l e s s . 

A l l  l  c an do now i s t o go v i s i t  t hem once i i  a wh i l e when I  get  a 

v ac a t i o n . Even t hat  i s not  p o s s i b l e now bec aus e :"anzanar  i s i n 

Ca l i f o r n i a and I  c a n ' t  go t h e r e . Ano t h er  i mpor t ant  r eas o n i s t hat  

i t  t ak es suc h a l ong t i me t o make a t r i p l i k e t h i s . i  nev er  i n t end 

t o a s k my par en t s f o r  any money a g a i n as t hey have done enough f o r  

me. 
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«My f a t h e r  i s t oo o l d t o s t a r t  out  a l l  o v er  a g a i n and I  cer -

t a i n l y wo ul d not  expec t  h i m t o come out  and do p h y s i c a l  l abo r . He 

us ed t o have t wo s t o r es but  i t  wo u l d be t oo har d f o r  hi m t o s t ar t  

a l l  over  a g a i n i n t hat  l i n e . , y dad wo u l d l i k e t o j o i n h i s c h i l d r en 

but  l a t e l y he has c hanged h i s mi nd . He f ee l s t hat  he woul d be t o o 

much o f  a bur den at  p r es en t . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k my par ent s woul d want  

t o r e s e t t l e anyway bec aus e t hey have hear d so many r umor s t hat  i t  

i s so l onesome f o r  i s s e i  t o come o u t . I f  a l l  o f  us k i ds wer e t o-

get her  t hen 1 am s ur e my p ar en t s wo ul d want  t o come o u t . 

p r e t t y s c a t t e r ed r i - ht  now. Rec en t l y my dad hear d t hat  I  was r un-

n i ng wi l d i n Chi  car ; o and he s ent  a mes s age wi t h an i s s e i  who r e-

s e t t l ed her e and he t o l d me t o behav e my s e l f . Humor s c er t a i n l y do 

s pr ead f as t  and t hey get  a l l  d i s t o r t e d . The i s s e i  who br ought  t he 

mes s age t o me t o l d me t hat  a l l  of  t he peo p l e i n camp b e l i ev ed t hat  

a l l  n i s e i  wer e r unn i ng wi l d and hav i ng a l l  s o r t s o f  a f f a i r s and 

ev er y t h i n g . T hey ar e wo r r i ed bec aus e t hey ar e not  her  t o l o o k 

a f t e r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n . 1 t h i n k i t  i s a good t h i n g f o r  t he n i s e i  t o 

be out  on t h e i r  own bec aus e t hey have t o l ea r n t o depend on t hem-

s e l v es s o o ner  or  l a t e r . The i s s e i  ar e not  i n any p o s i t i o n t o as k 

t he n i s e i  t o depend on t hem. I n a f ew y ear s i t  wi l l  be t he n i s e i  

who wi l l  have t o s uppor t  t h e i r  p r en t s bec aus e t he gover nment  wi l l  

not  s uppor t  t hem a l l  t he t i me. 

" I  d o n ' t  know what  1 am go i  g t o do a f t e r  t he ;ar . I  c e r t a i n l y 

d o n ' t  want  t o go bac k t o C a l i f o r n i a , t h a t ' s a c i n c h . .'e own our  

own home bac k t her e and maybe my f o l k s c o ul d r et i r e on my d a d ' s 

i ns u r anc e i ncome and we k i ds c oul d s t ay out  her e and h e l p t hem out  
money 

by s end i ng t hem some aaeey eac h mo nt h. T'y dad want s t o see mar -

r i ed and s e t t l e d , but  I  t o l d h i m t hat  I  was no t  r eady f o r  i t  y e t . 

I  j us t  c a n ' t  t h i n k o f  my s el f  be i ng mar r i ed and y et  I  am so une-
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s e t t l e d . I  have t o know my own mi nd f i r s t , and t hat  l o o k s l i k e i t  

wi l l  t ak e a l i t t l e wh i l e y e t . I  r e a l i z e t hat  I  am not  f u l l y mat ur e 

y e t . I  s t i l l  have t o t h i n k o f  my f ami l y t o o . Maybe my par  n t s 

wi l l  go bac k t o J apan a f t e r  t hey s ee t he k i d s s e t t l ed down but  I  

d o n ' t  k no w. 

I  wi s h t hat  t he War  wo ul d hur r y up and come t o a s et t l ement  

i n s t ead o f  l ea d i n g on t o c ompl et e d es t r u c t i o n . I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t hat  

any t h i ng w i l l  be ac c o mp l i s hed by go i ng bac k t o t he same o l d s y s t em 

t hat  ex i s t ed b e f o r e . Ther e has t o be some new s y s t em wher e a l l  t he 

p eo p l e i n t he wo r l d c an have ec onomi c s ec u r i t y i n s t ead o f  a l l  t hes e 

c l a s s and r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s . Amer i c a has t o under s t and why J ap; n 

had t o make some o f  t he moves she d i d . J apan was over c r owded and 

she j us t  had t o expand some p l ac e and a l l  o f  t he ex c l u s i o n l a s o f  

t he v a r i o u s c o u n t r i es f o r c ed her  t o go t o ar ds Ch i na . J apan c a n ' t  

ex ac t l y be bl amed f o r  t hat  s i nc e some of  t he f a u l t  l i e s i n Amer i c a 

and E n g l a n d . They s ho ul d g i v e J apan a f a i r  c hanc e t o l i v e l i k e t he 

o t her  n a t i o n s . I  t h i n k t he Un i t e d S t a t es s ho u l d a b o l i s h t he e x c i -

s i o n ac t  so t hat  J apan wo ul d have a f a i r  means o f  expans i o n» I f  

t hes e r ef o r ms ar e not  made, t he war  wo ul d hav e been f o ught  i n v a i n 

and i t  wi l l  be a l o t  o f  l i v e s s a c r i f i c e d f o r  n o t h i ng . I  t h i n k t her e 

i s some hope f o r  t he- pegai  r ep ea l  o f  t he e x c l u s i o n ac t  ev en t u a l l y as 

i t  .as r ep ea l ed ag a i n s t  t he Ch i nes e r e c e n t l y . 

' ' I  d o n ' t  ex p ec t  d i s c r i mi n a t i o n and p r e j u d i c e aga i ns t  t he J apan-

es e t o end r i gh t  away . T h i s i s d i r ec t ed a g a i n s t  o t her  peo p l e t o o . 

The p r o c es s of  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n t hr o ugh educ at i o n wi l l  not  come abo ut  

f o r  ano t her  25 or  50 y e a r s , democ r ac y c e r t a i n l y i s n ' t  b e i n g pr ac -

t i c ed now bec aus e o f  t he p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s . Thes e p o l i t i c a l  gr o ups 

ar e bac k ed by s e l f i s h peo p l e who do not  c o ns i der  t he mas s es . I f  
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r  

democ r ac y wer e i n p r a c t i c e , t hen why do t he Negr o es have t o s i t  i n 

J i m Gr ow c a r s , and why c a n ' t  t he J apanes e l i v e i n Ca l i f o r n i a ? Now-

aday s a t eac her  i n t he p u b l i c s c ho o l s c a n ' t  even be l i b e r a l  i n t he 

c l as s es and ex p r es s p r i v a t e o p i n i o ns o r  e l s e t hey woul d l o s e t h e i r  

j o bs . I n t h i s a r ea i l onef c Negr o es c a n ' t  l i v e i n t he Hyde P ar k d i s -

t r i c t  and t hey j us t  c a n ' t  br eak o v er  Co t t age Gr ov e ¿*ve. T hat  i s 

why ho us i ng i s so o v er c r o wded i n t he Negr o d i s t r i c t . Ther e i s such 

a p r e j u d i c e aga i ns t  t he J ews t o o . I  know some j '*egr o and J ewi s h 

s t udent s at  t he c o l l ege and I  t h i n k t hat  f r fe we ar e i n a much bet t er  

s i t u a t i o n i n t h i s c i t y t han t hey a r e . I f  t he n i s e i  ar e ev er  pus hed 

down l i k e t he Negr o es , t hen t hey r e a l l y w i l l  be i n a t i gh t  s po t . 

Q J l  t h i n k t hat  t he f u t u r e wi l l  be up t o t he M s e i  a l o n e . They 

have t o get  es t ab l i s h ed now and t r y t h e i r  bes t  at  t h e i r  j ob so t hat  
! 

t hey wi l l  no t  l o s e t hem a f t e r  t he war . The Hd s e i  may c o mpl ai n about  

not  g e t t i n g t he bes t  j o bs out  her e but  I  t h i n k t hey a r  bet t er  o f f  

t han i n C a l i f o r n i a .  ̂ I  know t hat  i n L os n̂ g e l e s t he J apanes e o nl y 

got  t o be do mes t i c wo r k er s , f r u i t  s t and wo r k er s and t he r es t  wer e 

s t u d en t s . The c o l l ege g r aduat es d i d n ' t  ev en have a c hanc e. Now 

most  o f  t he n i s e i  a r e g e t t i n g a l l  k i nds of  c hanc es of  d i f f e r e n t  

t y pes o f  v/or k and I  c a n ' t  b e l i ev e t hat  a l l  o f  t h i s i s go i ng t o be ,  ̂

i s over . f̂~~I  gues s i t  i s go i ng wi ped out  j us t  a s soon as t he war  i s o v e r . / I  gues s i t  i s go i ng t o 
ev en 

be a har d s t r ugg l e t hem t ho ugh . Maybe t he J apanes e her e wi l l / g e t  

pus hed bec k i n t o t he J apanes e c ommuni t i es l i k e b e f o r e . I  c e r t a i n l y 

ho pe t hat  t h i s nev er  happens . The J apanes e out  her e s houl d make 

ev er y e f f o r t  t o p r ev ent  t hat  i n s t ead of  d r i f t i n g i nt o i t  l i k e t hey 

ar e now. 

" I ' m a f r a i d f o r  t he peo p l e i n camp. I t  s c ar es me bee-  u e I  

t h i n k i n t er ms o f  my own p ar en t s . Y ou c a n ' t  expec t  t he o l d peo p l e 
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t o come out  a l l  o f  a s udden and s t ar t  out  l i k e t he young peopl e." 

At  t he same t i me t hey d o n ' t  hav e v er y much t o go bac k t o i n Ca l i -

f o r n i a . I  hear d over  t he r a d i o y es t er day ( F eb . 17) t hat  t he de-

par t ment  o f  I n t e r i o r  was do i ng t o t ak e o v er  t he management  o f  t he 

camp f r o m t he WRA. Gee, t hes e camps wi l l  become an I n d i an r es er -

v a t i o n now. I f  t hat  i s t he c as e , t he gover nment  wi l l  have t o put  

up b e t t e r  bar r ac k s as t ho s e b u i l d i n g t hey have l ot  wo n ' t  l a s t  much 

l o n ger . I  f e e l  s o r r y f o r  t he peo p l e who ar e l e f t , e s p e c i a l l y t he 

young k i d s . Maybe t he i s s e i  wo n ' t  mi nd i t  t oo much i f  t hey have t o 

s t ay t h er e , but  I  t h i n k t hat  ev er y o ne wi l l  r o t  and t hat  i s p r et t y 

d i s c o u r ag i n g . 

' 'Al l  I  c an do now i s t o t r y and l i v e a happy l i f e . I  t h i nk 

t hat  i t  i s p o s s i b l e ewen i n t i mes l i k e t h i s , Maybe a l l  o f  t he en-

j oyment  t hat  I  am hav i ng now i s o n l y s u p e r f i c i a l . Maybe i t  i s o n l y 

an es c ape l i k e what  t he o t her  n i s e i  t end t o be do i ng . I  know t hat  

a l o t  o f  t h i n g s bo t her  me and I  j us t  d o n ' t  know t he ans wer  t o t hem. 

I t  hur t s me ev en t o t h i n k about  i t  so t hat  i s t he r eas o n why I  t end 

t o put  i t  o f f  and go i n t o o t her  a c t i v i t i e s . I  t h i n k t hat  as l o ng I  

k eep a hea l t hy ba l anc e on l i f e t hat  t h i ngs wi l l  t u r n out  f o r  t he 

go o d. I  d o n ' t  wor r y t oo much abo ut  my own ad j us t ment s bec aus e I  

t h i nk t hat  t i e p r o s pedt s ar e f a i r l y go o d . Ho wev er , i t  does make me 

mor e c o ns c i o us of  i t  when I  c o nt r as t  i t  wi t h t he l i f e o f  t he o t her  

n i s e i . They a l l  seem t o be so d i s c o u r aged and I  t h i n k t hat  t h i s i s 

t oo bad bec aus e t hey ar e o n l y s t a r t i n g out  her e and t he r ea l  t ough 

par t  i s s t i l l  ahead o f  t hem. 




