
CH- 25 

I 
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy,  

J une 3,  1943.  DST.  

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er vi ew Dec.  27
f
 l ?4.

f

� I nt er vi ewer n.  Ki ki mhi  

1.  Name Yur i  I keda Ta. i i na 2.  S
e
x ,  M O 3.  Mar r i ed st at . <EDS D W 

4.  Pr esent addr ess 742 N.  dear bor n St .  Sept . ,  194.?.  
5.  Lat er addr esses Dat e � 

6.  Bi r t hpl ace Gl asgow,  :  f ont ana 7.  Bi r t hdat e . . . p̂ n i :;  
8.  Al i en or ci t i zen ci t i zen 9.  Ni sei ,  Ki bei  or I ssei  ni sei  
10.  Addr esses bet ween" Dec. 1,  1941 and evacuat i on 

( a) Pasa . ena.  Cal i f or ni n Dat e 1984- 4. 1 
(b )  " 
( c) ..  � � � 
( d ) " 

( e) » 
11.  Assembl y Cent er Dat e j,  

12.  Rel ocat i on Cent er Dat e ~ 
ti  

13.  Addr esses bet ween t i me of  l eavi ng -0-e-n-t- r̂ and pr esent 
( a) Yu, 1i  .& Yur i  T a Uma ,  Kf l nwonrt

 D

t̂ e J une 2Z,  b

 -.  3r l e �J an.  ,  
( c) 

14.  Per sons l i vi ng i n househol d on Dec. l ,  1941.  Rel at i onshi p t o Re-
I - azuo I keda ( p m̂̂ or i yaj  set t l er y -̂ t h ŷ j  

b âsul ?; Ifrefl fl  (psf i i i f l nnym) _ Mo l̂ i ar  
( c) Yur i  I keda -r

 ;  
( d) Al ber t I keda Frot l i er 
( e) Car ol  I keda 
( f )  Dor ot hy I keda �1 f=i  iifìT'  
( g) Don£l d I keda Br ot her 
( h) Ot t o I keda " 
(  i  )  Teddy I keda .  ~ » 
( �i ) " ~ 
( k) 

( m) 
15.  Per sons l i vi ng i n househol d on evac.  day Rel at i onshi p t o Re-

( I f  same as 14,  ent er symbol , e. g. 14( a) . )  set t l er 

i
a

} went t o I Taaaanar ,  vn tn nri vnnp. ed cr ew 
( b) was i nt er ned 
(c )  went t o Texas on Mar .  2? ,  
(d )  d- i  went t o Tul ar e AC 
( e) 



m 

15.  

( a 
(b 
(c 
( d 
(e 
( f  
(g 

( h 
( i  

M ( k 
( 1 
( m 

16.  

cont 
Age 

i nued 
Sex M. S.  Bi r t hpl ace 

Gr ade compi .  
Amer . school  

Educ. i n 
J apan 

Occupa-
t i on Dec 
1,  1941 

. Rel i g.  
Af f l i .  

55 M M .Tap f i n "Ri ]*,  f i n 11 H  ̂ cl er k none. . .  _ 
49 F M Tt £ Ol l e gift  �ÜSf i W. i  rrrh-p i ì̂ TTi  
28 F M Gl asgow I ßt h (  s t ud.  

T
 cl er k Met h.  

27 AM M Tt 12t h ( whs] e dr i ver .  « 

25 "iff  M 't 17t h Î I T. N.  )  ,  ( Gr . st I L .  r e.  a.  ì fi t  T.Ifìt.h 
¿1 X1 navr e 14t h ( F I T U. domat i  e tt  
19 M fX o 

k-> 
Tt \ ?>th . .. ( £ T ,N. ol f ì rk tt  

18 1ur  Q n 
1 st udent tt  

17 M r i  l  t h ft  tt  

afL* 
- J  

±1 l l i l i UCUl tl UC J.  culi  x j .  j   ̂ ,  -  ~ -  '  

wer e not i ncl uded i n househol d gr oup i n 15,  because of  di f f er -
ent r es i dence or because deceased,  gi ve det ai l s r egar di ng t hem) 

Name 
Rel at i onshi p 
t o r eset t l er 

( a) 
( b) 
( c ) 

( d) 
( e) 
( f )  
16.  

( a) 
( b) 
( c) 
( d) 
( e) 
( f )  
17.  

Bj Uy .  

Res i dence 
( i f  deceased 
wr i t e " dec. " 

ìTrnt.frfìT'  

cont i nued -

,Arrrr-  ,  pyar ,  

Age 
( i f  dec.  
age at deat h 

Sex Mar .  
St at .  

Bi r t hpl ace 
Gr ade compi .  
Amer . school  

Educ.  
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec. 1, 1941 

( f or dec. l ast 
occupât i on) 

Rel i gi on 

Gl asgow,  Moni  14t h U. S.  Ar mv Met h.  

What member s of  househol d and i mmedi at e i a mny evacuat ea i  
get her t o - Assembl y Cent er or Fr ee Zone ( gi ve symbol s used 
i n 15 and 16) .  

Yur i .  LErfì .  Mn-ri  Vf l wn and t wo nnrl  rì  11 h f,  P T* WPTl f , t.n T py r s 

wi t h Henr y Nagamat su.  Emi l y TJ cI î vama and Yui i  Tai i ma 

18.  Composi t i on of  househol d i n Assembl y Cent er or Fr ee Zone ( Gi ve 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16;  i f  ot her s ,  gi ve sex,  age,  r el at i onshi p) 
Upon ar r i val :  _ - � 
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18.  cont i nued -
J ust bef or e depar t ur e t o Assembl y Cent er or Fr ee Zone 

19.  Composi t i on of  househol d i n Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect ( Gi ve symbol s 
i f  ot her s ,  gi ve sex,  age,  r el at i onshi p) .  
Upon ar r i val :  

J ust bef or e l eavi ng Pr oj ect 

20.  Composi t i on of  househol d i n Chi cago at dat e of  i nt er vi ew:  
( Gi ve symbol s;  i f  ot her s ,  gi ve det ai l s )  

Rel at i onshi p Res i dence Age 
Name t o r eset t l er ( i f  deceased ( i f  dec.  

wr i t e " dec. " age at deat h Sex 
(a)Yuri  Sel f

 n o w 

20.  cont i nued 
Occupat i on 
Dec .  1,  1941 

Gr ade compl et ed Educ .  ( f or dec. l ast 
Amer i can school  i n J apan occupat i on) Rel i gi on Bi r t hpl ace 

Changes i n composi t i on of  Househol d i n Chi cago:  Not e depar t ur es 
by symbol  and dat es .  Gi ve det ai l s f or new househol ds or ent r i es 

Rel at i on-  Res i dence Age 
shi p t o ( i f  deceased ( i f  dec.  Mar .  

Dat e Name r eset t l er wr i t e " dec. " age at deat h) Sex St at .  



SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS,  page 4 
21.  cont i nued -

Rel at i on-  Res i dence 

( g) 
( h) 
( i )  
( 3) 
(k ) 
( 1) 
( m) 

Dat e Name 
shi p t o 
r eset t l er 

( i f  deceased 
wr i t e " dec. " 

Age 
( i f  dec .  
age at deat h) Sex 

Mar .  
St at .  

( a) 
( b) 
( O 
( d) 
(e) 
( f )  
( g) 
( h) 
( i )  
( 3) 
( k) 
( i ) 

( m) 

cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ace 
Gr ade compi .  
Amer . school  

Educ.  
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec .  1, 1941 
( f or dec. l ast 
occupat i on) Rel i gi on 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er 
El ement ar y school s ( name and l ocat i on) ! Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

Gl asgow el emental *
-

; /
f
 Mont ana l op. n 

Gr ammar school s ( name and l ocat i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 
Gl asgow gr ammar .  Mont ana 1921- 22 1st 
Tashi  n£t on Rf i hnnl  .  Favr p Mnnt nnn 1 QPP- PTi  P.nrt 
Li ncol n school .  Havre» I ' ont ana 1QP̂ -P. ?S 4t h 

Hi f f h school s ( name and l ocat i on;  Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 
¡ "cKi nl ev school .  TTavrp.  Mont ana 1 QP.FS-P.7 f i +. h 
Havr e J r .  hi  p-h.  TTavr .̂  Mont ana 1 QP7- P. C Rt h 
Havr e hi ph,  Havr e,  Mont ana 1930- 34 12t h 

Col l eges ,  uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  
school s ( name and l ocat i on) Dat es 

Gr ade 
compl et ed De gr ec 

Pasadena J . C. .  Pasadena
r
 Cal i f .  1SB4- 36 .  UXl i  ,Tr . Cer  

U.  of  Cal i f . .  Ber kel ey.  Cal i f .  16t h 
/ Pf l sartf i na .T. f!. .  Paaar i pma.  Cal i f .  1 Q4.1 - 4?.  ni  f i l l i  a y af i ho 
At t endance at J apanese l anguage 

school ,  l ocat i on 1 Dat es 

j a <ML > o U - J  : 

' W.  of  Cal i ' f , ,  Ber kel ey,  Cal i f .  
Nor t hwest er n U. ,  Evanf ct on,  111.  
YMCA Col l ege,  Chi cago,  111.  

1940- 41 adul t ed.  day & ni t e 
1943 suni mer quar t er 
1943 ni ght school  



�
¥
 .  I  S 
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22.  Occupat i onal  hi s t or y ( begi n wi t h f i r st j ob) .  Not e per i ods of  
unempl oyment by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuous l y and wr i t i ng 
" unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover such per i ods .  I ncl ude empl oy-
ment i n Assembl y Cent er and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect and cont i nue 
wi t h empl oyment si nce r eset t l i ng.  

Reason 
Dat es 

Fr om I  To Nat ur e of  j ob Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 
Av.  mo 
wages 

. f or t er -
mi nat i on 

1928 1929 Di  shwnshf t r hf i f ct nnmnt .  Hfl vr-P 5f)n rifl  ̂ moat ed� 
1933 Domest ;Lc ;  Rf i t t J p.  �il'  v.f?.nt i i orae 
1934 1936 ¡ J chool  G i r l  Done st i,(î  11Q.&UUQZ1L . $10 mOYf i d-
1536'  domest i c f i ul l  t i me tt 4̂5 .  scî l OQl  
1937 1942 Dornf i st i  r».  (  na t t,  t1�° ) ft  t.n « 
Dec,  1941 Cl er k ( Xmas v R ni kt 1 nn ) ft  
7/ 42 1/ 43 St r i pper f act or v .Ghi casa .  40- 60f l  h-p.  r.hfl ng 

T745 "9/43 Swi t chboar d »» j i f f n- i  oi l  1 ,  q,u.i.t-
9 / 43 TvDi st - nl  f i - rk ï . î oCl ure

1

 s M <«>120 

J WXi gl UUO UUl UJ UV/Ui ûu \   ̂̂  e> * � -  -  ~ f  ~ � V 
cent er and Rel ocat i on pr oj ect and st at us af t er r eset t l ement ) 

Dat es At t ended what chur ch Wher e at t ended What Sunday sch.  

went r eg ¿l ar l y t i r̂ i m;  v̂ni mnv nri  hi  Hi  Rp. hnnl  

24.  
Dat es Vot ed i n what el ect i ons For what par t y 
1936 Pr es i  ri f i nt Republ i can 
1938 St at e n 

1940 Pr es i dent i al  tt  

1942 St at e tt  



Char l es Ki kuchi  
Evacuat i on & Reset t l ement Study-
Chi cago Of f i ce 
Feb.  15,  1944 

CH-  25 ( Makako I shi da Tashi r o) 
( pseud. ) 

i f. 
Masako I shi da Tashi r o i s a 28 year 

ol d ni sei  gi r l ,  t he pr esent t i me 
she i s separ at ed f r om her husband,  
i asako' s case document r epeal s t hat she 
has not had t oo i nt i mat e a cont act wi t h 
t he J apanese communi t i es on t he coast 
pr i or t o t he war .  She i s r at her i nde-
pendent i n her act i ons and she appear s 
t o be f ai r l y wel l  adj ust ed t o her 
pr esent s t at us .  The i nt er vi ews wer e 
conduct ed over a pr i od of  a mont h and 
a hal f .  I t  i s expect ed t hat f ur t her 
i nt er vi ews wi l l  f ol l ow on f ut ur e pr o-
gr ess i f  t her e i s t i me avai &f el i l e.  
Var i ous not es on devel opment s wi l l  be 
added f r om t i me t o t i me i n C. K.  
Di ar y.  



CH- 25 

pseudonym) .  
Mr s .  Masako I shi da te/ i s a 28 year ol d ni sei  woman 

who i s t ent at i vel y separ at ed f r om her husband at t he pr esent t i me 

due t o unknown r easons whi ch may be r eveal ed i n l at er i nt er vi ews.  

Masako was bor n i n Gl asgow,  Mont ana on Apr i l  15,  1915.  At t he t i me 

of  t he out br eak of  t he war ,  she was a r es i dent of  Pasadena,  Cal i -

f or ni a wher e she had l i ved f or t he pr evi ous seven year s .  Masako 

has never . been evacuat ed as she vol unt ar i l y l ef t t he coast pr i or t o 

t he dat e of  gener al  t r avel  r est r i ct i ons .  She went t o Texas on 

Mar .  29,  1942 wi t h her husband,  Mr s .  Mor i kawa and her t wo sons and 

a daught er ,  Henr y Nagamat su and Emi l y Uchi yama.  She and her hus-

band ar r i ved i n Chi cago on J une 5,  1942 and i n J anuar y,  1943 t hey 

moved f r om t he sout hsi de t o t he near nor t hs i de.  I n Sept ember ,  194r 

Masako moved t o 742 N.  Dear bor n St .  wher e she i s l i vi ng al one at 

t he pr esent t i me,  as t her e appear s t o be some st r ange r el at i onshi p 

bet ween her husband and her .  

_ At t he out br eak of  t he war ,  Masako was l i vi ng wi t h her f ami l y 

whi ch consi st ed of  t he f ol l owi ng member s :  

Kazuo <«* I shi da,  f at her 

Yasuko I shi da,  mot her 

Masako I shi day Tada,  sel f  

Al f r ed I shi da,  br ot her 

Car l  I shi da,  br ot her 

Dol l i e I shi da,  s i s t er 

Davi d I shi da,  br ot her 

Oscar I shi da,  br ot her 

Tom I shi da,  br ot her 

Mr .  I shi da,  t he f at her ,  evacuat ed t o Manzanar al one wi t h an 

advanced wor k cr ew.  The mot her was i nt er ned f or a shor t t i me.  The 
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r est of  t he f ami l y f r om Al f r ed down wer e evacuat ed t o t he Tul ar e 

Assembl y Cent er .  Al f r ed was r espons i bl e f or t he younger member s of  

t he f ami l y al t ho he had been mar r i ed a shor t t i me pr i or t o t he eva-

cuat i on.  ( Hi s wi f e i s CH- 4) At a l at er t i me,  most of  t he f ami l y 

wer e t r ansf er r ed t o Manzanar t o j oi n t he par ent s al t ho Al f r ed ana 

hi s wi f e went on t o Gi l a.  

Mr .  I shi da,  t he f at her ,  i s 55 year s ol d and hi s educat i on 

consi st s of  hi gh school  gr aduat i on i n J apan and a bus i ness col l ege 

di pl oma i n t he Uni t ed St at es .  He was empl oyed as a cl er k on Dec.  

1,  1941 and he does not have any r el i gi ous af f i l i at i on.  Hi s wi f e,  

Yasuko,  i s 49 year s ol d and she Was a gr aduat e of  a woman' s col l ege 

i n J apan.  At t he t i me of  t he war ,  she was a housewi f e and al so 

empl oyed par t - t i me as a l anguage school  t eacher .  She i s a Chr i st -

i an.  The t hr ee ol dest chi l dr en wer e bor n i n Gl asgow,  Font ana.  The 

second ol dest br ot her ,  Car l ,  was a gr aduat e st udent at t he t i me of  

evacuat i on and he i s now i n I owa doi ng r esear ch wor k.  Al f r ed,  t he 

ol dest son,  went t o wor k as a whol esal e dr i ver af t er gr aduat i on 

f r om hi  h school  and he was t he mai n suppor t of  t he f ami l y unt i l  

t he t i me of  evacuat i on.  The r est of  t he f ami l y wer e bor n i n Havr e,  

:  ont ana.  Dol l i e gr aduat ed f r om j uni or col l ege j ust bef or e evacua-

t i on and she was wor ki ng par t - t i me as a domest i c.  The r est of  t he 

f ami l y wer e st i l l  i n school  at t he t i me of  evacuat i on.  I he whol e 

f ami l y ar e nomi nal l y Met hodi s t s i n t hei r r el i gi ous af f i l i at i on.  

Fi ve of  t he f ami l y ar e r eset t l ed i n Chi cago at t he pr esent t i me.  

Al f r ed i s l i vi ng wi t h hi s wi f e and f at her and younger br ot her ,  

Oscar ,  on,  t he near nor t hs i de.  Dol l i e i s l i vi ng i t h some of  her 

f r i ends on t he near nor t hs i de al so.  A r unni ng account of  t he de-

vel opment s of  t hi s f ami l y has been not ed f r om t i me t o t i me i n C. K.  
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J our nal .  Thi s case document wi l l  conf i ne i t sel f  l ar gel y t o Masado*s 

per sonal  hi s t or y,  anot her br ot her ,  Bob,  was i n t he Ar my at t  i e 

out br eak of  t he war and.  he i s now st at i oned i n Texas .  

Masako has been wor ki ng of f  and on si nce 1928 but her mai n pr e-

occupat i on up t o t he pr esent has been i n compl et i ng her educat i on.  

For a shor t t i me dur i ng hi gh school  she wor ked as a di sh washer i n 

a r est aur ant i n Havr e,  : ' ont ana f or 50 cent s a day.  Dur i ng t he sum-

mer of  1935,  Masako r ecei ved her next wor k exper i ence as a domest i c 

i n a home i n Seat t l e f or § 75 a mont h.  She t hen di d school  gi r l  

wor k f r om 19&4 t o 1936 dur i ng t he t i me she at t ended t he j uni or 

col l ege i n Pasadena.  She r ecei ved .¡¡>10 a mont h f or t hi s wor k.  I n 

1936 and 1937 Masako di d domest i c wor k f ul l  t i me i n Pasadena f or 

§ 45 a mont h but t hi s wor k was t er mi nat ed t o r eenr ol l  i n school  

agai n.  Fr om 1937 t o t he t i me of  evacuat i on,  Masako di d domest i c 

wor k par t - t i me at 50 cent s an hour ,  somet i mes maki ng as much as 

$25 a week by wor ki ng out t hi s way.  Dur i ng December ,  1941,  she was 

empl oyed as a cl er k at $16 a week but t hi s wor k was t er mi nat ed due 

t o t he war condi t i on.  

When Masako f i r st ar r i ved i n Chi cago,  she was empl oyed as a 

s t r i pper i n a box f act or y and she made f r om 40 t o 60 cent s an hour .  

She di d t hi s wor k f r om Augus t ,  1942 unt i l  J anuar y,  1943.  She t hen 

wor ked as a swi t chboar d oper at or and r ecept i oni st at t he TOGA unt i l  

Sept ember ,  1943 and she r ecei ved a sal ar y of  $90- 100 a mont h.  She 

qui t t hi s j ob i n or der t o wor k as a t ypi s t - cl er k at McGl ur g
T

 s f or 

, ¿120 a mont h and she i s doi ng t hi s wor k at t he pr esent t i me al t ho 

she hopes t o devot e mor e t i me t o her educat i on event ual l y.  

Masako i s not a r egul ar chur ch at t ender at t he pr esent t i me 

al t ho she at t ended t he Met hodi s t chur ch r egul ar l y dur i ng her gr ammar 
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and hi gh school  days .  She has vot ed as a Republ i can i n ever y 

St at e and Pr es i dent i al  el ect i on si nce 1936.  

Mas ako
r

s school  hi st or y cons i s t s of  t he f ol l owi ng dat a:  

Gl asgow el ement ar y school  i n 1920 

Gl asgow gr ammar school ,  Mont ana -  1921- 22 

�Washi ngt on school ,  Havr e,  Mont ana -  1922- 23 

Li ncol n school ,  Havr e,  Mont ana -  19213- 25 

MoI Ci nl ey school ,  Havr e,  Mont ana -  1925- 27 

Havr e j uni or hi gh school ,  1927- 29 

Havr e hi gh school ,  1930- 34 

Pasadena j uni or col l ege,  1934- 36 

Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a,  1937- 39 

Ber kel ey Mu l t Educat i on £ay & Ni ght School  ,  1940- 41 

Pasadena j uni or col l ege,  1941- 42 

Nor t hwest er n Uni ver s i t y,  summer quar t er ,  1943 

Masako i s now at t endi n t he Cent r al  YMCA Col l ege.  The r eason 

why she di d not r ecei ve her A . B ,  di pl oma t o dat e was because she 

suddenl y changed her f i el d of  st udy f r om Educat i on t o Sci ence and 
basi c 

i t  was necessar y f or her t o compl et e al l  of  he_r / sci ence cour ses as 

she had not f ul f i l l ed t hese r equi r ement s pr evi ous l y,  ¿' or t hi s 

r eason she i s st i l l  cl ass i f i ed as an under gr aduat e al t ho she coul d 

r ecei ve her di pl oma i f  she want ed i t .  However ,  Masako f eel s t h t 

a sci ence di pl oma woul d be of  much mor val ue t o her t han a l i ber al  

ar t s degr ee.  She cons i der s t hat her wor k i s i nci dent al  t o her edu-

cat i on and she i s not wor r i ed about r ushi ng t hr ough.  

Masako i s a f ai r l y at t r act i ve woman al t ho she t ends t o be 

s l i ght l y on t he ser i ous s i de.  She has a ver y cal m di spos i t i on and 

she r r el y r eveal s her emot i ons .  She appear s t o be ver y wel l  ad-



- 5-
i  

adj ust ed t o l i f e out her e due t o her school  i nt er est s whi ch t akes 

a gr eat deal  of  her t i me i n t he eveni ngs .  She has ver y f ew ni sei  

cont act s out si de of  f ami l y member s and r el at i ves .  Thi s gr oup con-

si st s of  qui t e a f ew member s ,  f ur t her comment s on Masako' s per son-

al i t y may be obt ai ned t hr u a per usal  of  O. K.  di ar y.  

Because of  her busy l i f e,  i t  has been a l i t t l e di f f i cul t  t o 

f i nd t i me t o i nt er vi ew Masako.  She i s qui t e cooper at i ve t o t he 

wr i t er and she has made a def i ni t e at t empt t o f i t  t he i nt er vi ews 

i nt o her busy schedul e.  The i nt er vi ews ar e i ncompl et e at t he dat e 

of  t he pr esent di ct at i on,  J an.  6,  1944,  however ,  i t  i s expect ed 

t hat a f ai r l y compl et e document wi l l  be obt ai ned dur i ng t he ear l y 

par t of  t hi s mont h unl ess conf l i ct i ng schedul es devel op.  

Fol l owi ng i s Masako* s own l i f e st or y as t ol d t o t he wr i t er .  

I n sever al  pl aces t he wr i t er has t aken t he l i ber t y t o shi f t  ar ound 

t he sequence or der i n or der t o pr esent i t  i n a mor e chr onol ogi cal  

or der :  

" Li ke most of  t he ni sei ,  I  know ver y l i t t l e about my par ent s! 

backgr ound.  Dad never t al ked ver y much about hi msel f .  Ee came t o 

t hi s count r y when he was 15 year s ol d and he v/ orked as a school  boy 

f or a number of  year s i n Seat t l e' ,  Washi ngt on.  Dad came f r om t he 

Ei - mae ken i n sout h J apan.  He t ol d us chi l dr en once t hat t he r ea-

son he came t o t hi s count r y was t hat hi s f at her di ed and hi s mot her 

mar r i ed her hus band
1

s br ot her .  Dad had hear d qui t e a bi t  about t he 

Uni t ed St at es f r om t he mi ss i onar i es who came i nt o hi s ken so t hat 

he was f i l l ed wi t h an advent ur ous spi r i t  and he t hought t hat he 

coul d come out her e and make hi s f or t une,  i ' here r eal l y wasn' t any-
f  

t hi ng f or hi m t o st ay i n J apan f or .  He came t o t hi s count r y al l  

al one but t her e was anot her r el at i ve l i vi ng ar ound Seat t l e at f i r st 



and he sor t of  l ooked af t er dad unt i l  he got used t o t hi s count r y.  

I  don' t know ver y much about what he di d dur i ng t he t i me he was 

wor ki ng as a school  boy.  He managed t o go al l  t he way t hr ough 

school  and he di d t el l  us once t hat he went t o t hi  I t oaut oy hi gh 

school  i n Seat t l e and he was one of  t he f ew J apanese t o go t her e.  

Lat er on he went t o ¿f i wUUa Bus i ness Col l ege i n Seat t l e and he got a 

cr edent i al  f r om t hat pl ace.  Af t er t hat he wor ked of f  and on as a 

cour t i nt er pr et er f or a whi l e.  

? ,

Hi s f i r st r eal  j ob was wor ki ng on t he payr ol l  car f or t he 
U L 

^r e n t a l  Tr adi ng" Coi t l pany.  company was hi r ed by t he threat 
A 

Nor t her n Rai l way t o t ake,  car e of  al l  of  t he J apanese l abor er s,  ?rh4-eh 

- aHr - i Tl red.  Si nce my dad knew Engl i sh f ai r l y wel l ,  he was abl e t o 

get t hi s f ai r l y good j ob.  He di d t hi s f or a number of  year s .  

Ar ound 1915 my dad deci ded t o get mar r i ed.  " He was about 24 year s 

ol d t hen.  He cont act ed hi s r el at i ves i n J apan and one of  hi s uncl es 

ar r anged t he m&r r i age wi t h mot her .  She ar r i ved i n Seat t l e i n 1914 

and t hey wer e mar r i ed.  

"Dad t hen deci ded t o st ar t a bus i ness of  hi s own so t hat he 

went t o f j , i >i f f l w
>
 Mont ana and he became a par t owner of  t he - Be** /  

Caf e whi ch was a combi nat i on of  a r es t aur ant ,  pool  hal l  and- bar ber 

shop.  I  was bor n i n 1915 and t her e wer e ei ght chi l dr en i n al l  

al t oget her .  The youngest i s now 17.  The caf e di d not t ur n out ' so 

wel l  so t hat bet ween 1916 and 1920 my f at her owned a phot ogr aphy 

st udi o but i t  f i nal l y went bankr upt .  Dad t hen deci ded t o move t o 

Havr e,  Mont ana as he hear d t hat t her e was a good oppor t uni t y f  , r 

j obs t her e.  He wor ked i n a r ai l r oad r ound- house as a boi l er washer 

and he di d t hi s wor k unt i l  1935 when he moved t he f ami l y t o Cal i -

f or ni a.  



" Fr om 1935 unt i l  t he evacuat i on,  dad ?/ orked as a cl er i c i n an 

or i ent al  ar t goods s t or e.  He was abl e t o do t hi s wor k si nce he had 

a good command of  Engl i sh.  He has al so t r i ed var i ous ot her t ypes 

ox j obs.  When t he evacuat i on came al ong,  he vol unt eer ed t o go i n 

an advanced cr ew t o Manzanar .  He r eset t l ed out her e l ast November 

as he had a j ob as a car et aker at t he Sout h Par kway Communi t y 

Cent er .  He di dn' t l i ke t hi s wor k so wel l ,  so t hat he qui t i t  t o 

go wor k at MoCl ur g' s i n t he par cel  post depar t ment .  He i s l i vi ng 

wi t h my br ot her ,  i i f r ed,  at t he pr esent t i me,  but he pl ans t o br i ng 

t he r est of  t he f ami l y out as soon as he can get a l i t t l e set t l ed,  

-l e has been t r yi ng t o get a j ob as a t eacher i n t he l anguage di vi -

si on of  t he Ar my Pr ogr am at t he Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago,  but he di d 

not get any encour agi ng r epl i es f r om t hat .  He i s al so t hi nki ng of  

t r yi ng t o get i nt o t he Feder al  Communi cat i ons t o l i s t en t o t he 

br oadcast f r om J apan and i nt er pr et t hem.  I t  wi l l  t ake hi m a l i t t l e 

t i me t o get set t l ed.  

f at her was al ways a ver y gent l e per son.  He never di d ex-

pr ess hi msel f  t o hi s chi l dr en ver y nuch.  -  suspect t hat he has hau 

a l ot of  di sappoi nt ment s dur i ng hi s l i f et i me,  but he never l et i t  

t wi st hi s per sonal i t y at al l .  He was happy havi ng such a l ar ge 

f ami l y.  Ther e ?/ ere t i mes when he was qui t e depr essed because he 

di d not have t he success th t hi s count r y t hat he t hought he was 

capabl e of ,  but he never got bi t t er about i t  or t r i ed t o t ake i t  

out on t he f ami l Ĵ  I  never coul d r emember hi m maki ng much of  a 

noi se i n t he f ami l y.  About al l  I  r emember i s t hat he t ook a l ot 

of  pi ct ur es of  us c; i l dr en dur i ng t he t i me he oper at ed &he phot o-

gr aphy s t udi o.  He never at t empt d t o asser t hi s per sonal i t y upon 

t he chi l dr en.  I  woul d say t hat he was most l y i ndi f f er ent and I  got 
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al ong wi t h hi m okay.  
n

My mot her was much mor e of  a def i ni t e per sonal i t y.  At t i mes 

she r eveal ed qui t e a vi ol ent t emper .  I  know t hat she puni shed me a 

l ot of  t i mes when I  was a l i t t l e gi r l ,  - he al so gave me good advi ce 

at t he same t i me so t hat I  r emember a l ot of  t hi ngs whi ch she t ol d 

mei  was qui t e br oadmi ndea f or an J , ssei .  She came f r om a Tokyo 

ken_ and had a ver y good educat i on.  Maybe she v/ as di sappoi nt ed wi t h 

t he l i f e she l ed over her e because she al ways l onged t o go back t o 

J apan t o l i ve.  I n 1918 she di d go back f or one year and I  went 

al ong wi t h her .  Nat ur al l y I  v/ as t oo young t o r member t he t r i p at 

al l .  My mot her i nt ended t o l eave my br ot her s and mysel f  wi t h some 

of  her r el at i ves i n J apan so t hat we coul d have t he advant ages of  a 

good J apanese educat i on.  However ,  she was di sappoi nt ed wi t h J apan 

when she got f c t her e and she di dn' t l i ke i t  at al l ,  so she l ugged us 

r i ght back agai n.  That f i ni shed her l ongi ng t o go back t 6 J apan and 

she has been f ai r l y cont ent ed l i vi ng i n t hi s count r y ever s i nce 

t hen.  

" My par ent s wer e f ai r l y cooper at i ve wi t h each ot her .  Dad was 

aut omat i cal l y t he boss i n bus i ness mat t er s but he l et mot her r un ,  

t he r est of  t he househol d.  My par ent s got al ong wel l  enough on 

most occas i ons al t ho t̂ hey di d have a number of  f i nanci al  di f f er -

ences .  That was because t he f ami l y was get t i ng l ar ger ever y year 

and i t  v/ as di f f i cul t  f or ri y f at her t o t ake car e of  al l  of  us i n 

t he manner mot her expect ed.  Thi ngs got t ough i n 1925 and mot her 

had t o t ake i n l aundr y f or a whi l e t o suppl ement t he f ami l y ear n-

i ngs .  By t hat t i me our f ami l y was f ai r l y bi g.  I  r ecal l  i t  now,  

I  woul d say t hat most of  t he t i me our s t andar ds of  l i vi ng v/as about 

aver age.  77e never l i ved i n deep pover t y al thô Tffre Came pr et t y cl ose 



-10-

t o t he edge of  i t j when dad moved us t o Havr e,  Mont ana.  At t hat 

t i me we had a ver y har d t i me get t i ng a good st ar t and we had t o 

l i ve i n a camp sect i on wi t h ot her J apanese.  Thi s was l ocat ed i n 

about t he poor est sect i on of  t he ci t y.  We moved out of  t her e i n 

1926 af t er my f at her got est abl i shed a l i t t l e bi t .  Thi s camp sect -

i on had a l ot of  box car s i n i t  whi ch wer e conver t ed t o f ami l y 

dwel l i ngs .  Ther e wer e al so a l ot of  shacks t hr own t oget her i n t hat 

ar ea.  We had t o l i ve i n one of  t hose box car s .  The ki t chen was 

l ocat ed at one end and t he r est of  t he box car was our l i vi ng r oom 

and bedr oom,  Ther e wer e seven of  us l i vi ng i n t hat box car .  

" When we moved out t o Havr e,  t her e wer e about f our J apanese 

f ami l i es and 10 bachel or s l i vi ng i n t he box car ar ea.  Ther e wer e 

al so si x or f i ght hakuj i n f ami l y uni t s ar ound us and t hey l i ved i n 

t ar paper shacks .  I  don' t r ecal l  t oo much of  t he l i f e t her e as I  

was r at her young at t he t i me and I  di d not r eal i ze what a har d t i me 

my par ent s had t o keep t hi ngs goi ng.  My mot her coul dn' t st and i t  

any l onger so t hat my f at her f i nal l y moved us t o a bet t er sect i on 

of  t own.  We wer e abl e t o move i nt o a newl y bui l t  hduse and t hat 

was qui t e an i mpr ovement .  That was ar ound 1925,  I  t hi nk,  and mot her 

st ar t ed t o t ake i n washi ng t hen i n or der t o hel p wi t h t he r ent .  Our 
i  

home was l ocat ed i n a whi t e communi t y and our f ami l y got al cbng wel l  

wi t h t hem.  Ther e never wer e t oo many J apanese i n Havr e,  al t ho t he 

i ssei  di d have a J apanese Associ at i on and dad bel ong t o i t .  

" I n 1932 t he J apanese associ at i on bui l t  a J apanese l anguage 

school  i n t own and mot her t aught t her e f or a year .  Ther e wer en' t 

ver y many chi l dr en t her e and my br ot her s and s i st er s composed t he 

l ar ger par t of  t he st udent body i n t hat school  and we di d not pay 

t oo much at t ent i on.  I  don' t t hi nk t hat t he l anguage school  t her e 
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was ver y much of  a success .  

" We di dn' t have ver y many r el at i ves i n t hi s count r y al t ho I  do 

have t wo uncl es on my mot her ' s s i de,  but t hey l i ve i n Pasadena and 

Hunt i ngt on Beach,  Dad has some di st ant r el at i ves i n t hi s count r y 

but I  have never seen t hem.  They wer e most l y l i vi n i n t he nor t h-

west bef or e t he evacuat i on,  âd l ost most of  hi s cont act s wi t h hi s 

f ami l y si nce he l ef t at such a young age.  Ther e wasn' t ver y much 

i n hi s f ami l y t o gi ve hi m a cl ose cont act wi t h i t  so t hat he dr i f t ed 

away f r om t hem as t he year s pas t .  When he got hi s own f ami l y,  he 

mor e or l ess put hi s at t ent i on on us .  

" I  don' t have t oo many vi vi d memor i es of  my chi l dhood.  I  j ust 

gr ew up i n what I  cons i der ed a nor mal  - «mer i can way.  The ni ce par t 

of  my chi l dhood was t he Xmas season and bi r t hday par t i es. .  We had a 

number of  bi r t hday par t i es si nce t her e wer e so many chi l dr en i n our 

f ami l y.  I  al ways got a l ot of  t oys on my bi r t hday and t hi s woul d 

gi ve me a gr eat deal  of  pl easur e.  Si nce t her e was not any J apanese 

communi t y i n our t own,  most of  t he act i vi t i es cent er ed ar ound t he 

f ami l y.  Ther e wer e some J apanese women l i vi ng i n t own and t he mi n-

i st er ' s wi f e t aught t hem Engl i sh i n our home.  My mot her knew Eng-

l i sh f ai r l y wel l  and she was educat ed much mor e t han t he ot her 

i ssei  women i n t own.  Bes i des t hat ,  I  don' t r ecal l  seei ng ver y many 

J apanese dur i ng my chi l dhood.  I  never had any di r ect cont act s wi t h 

t he ol der peopl e anyway.  Our nei ghbor s wer e Ger mans and t he women 

next door got ver y chu my wi t h my mot her and she gave mot her al l  

t he best and l at est di r ect i ons,  on how t o r ai se me i n t he west er n 

s t yl e.  Her daught er was my f i r st pl aymat e and I  went t o school  

i t h her f or a whi l e.  One of  t he gr eat f ami l y act i vi t i es i n my 

ear l y chi l dhood was t o go t o t he woods f or a pi cni c on Sundays and 
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dad woul d t ake pi ct ur es of  al l  of  us .  

" One day ray mot her t ook me t o t he gr ammar school  t o vi si t  and 

I  was ver y i mpr essed wi t h t he penmanshi p cl ass r i ght away so t l at 

I  want ed t o go t o school .  A f ew days l at er I  was enr ol l ed i n cl ass-

es and I  met Char l ot t e,  a Caucas i an gi r l ,  and I  "became her cl ose 

f r i end f or a coupl e of  year s .  I  al so r emember a Mi ss Over by who 

was one of  my ni cer t eacher s .  Thi s was dur i ng t he t i me I  was st i l l  

i n Gl asgow and I  don
T

t  r emember much mor e about t hat pl ace.  I  had 

t he usual  t onsi l s and whoopi ng cough and I  used t o hat e t o go t o 

t he dent i s t .  I  had t o go t o Sunday School  al so but i t  scar ed me 

because t he mi ni s t er t al ked about goi ng t o hel l  i f  you wer e bad.  

" Ther e wer e not ver y many shar p di f f er ences i n our home l i f e 

f r om t he usual  Amer i can f ami l y so t hat I  do not have many vi vi d 

r ecol l ect i ons of  i t .  7e al ways had a l ot of  good t hi ngs t o eat at 

home.  Mot her al so t ook a gr eat deal  of  pr i de i n dr ess i ng me wel l .  

I  r ode on a t r ai n t o Seat t l e when we wer e goi ng t o J apan but I  

don
f

t  r emember t hat at al l .  We wer e i n Seat t l e f or about a mont h 

upon our r et ur n f r om J apan and I  have a di m r ecol l ect i on of  r i di ng 

i n an el evat or .  I  went t o school  af t er t hat agai n and t he onl y 

t hi ng I  r emember i s t hat t hey t aught us how t o t ake car e of  our 

t eet h.  

" Ther e wer e some ot her J apanese l i vi ng i n Gi asgov/  t oo and t hey 

wer e al ways good t o me.  They al ways gave me money or t hi ngs t o 

eat .  Ther e wer en' t any ot her J aoanese chi l dr en i n Gl asgow af t er 

\  t hat .  At an ear l y age we l ef t f or Havr e when my dad went bankr upt 

i  nd I  st ar t ed school  agai n i n Havr e.  When I  was i n t he second 

gr ade,  I  was on a P. T. - A.  pr ogr am and t hey dr essed me up as a 

l i t t l e J apanese gi r l .  I  hed go go t o Sunday School  ever y week.  



The pheasant par t of  t hi s chi l dhood was goi ng i ce skat i ng i n t he 

wi nt er t i rae and swi mmi ng i n t he summer .  My mot her di d not t hi n- :  

t hat i t  was pr oper f or a J apanese gi r l  t o go sv/ i mmi ng so she ma. de 

me st ay home many t i mes t o do housewor k.  She gave t he r eason t hat 

she was af r ai d I  woul d dr own.  At t hat t i me I  di d not know t hat 

many of  t he ol d f ol ks had queer super st i t i ons .  My mot her wasn' t 

t oo bad i n t hi s r espect s i nce she had obt ai ned a f ai r l y br oad edu-

cat i on.  

" As l ong as I  can r emember ,  we at e Amer i can f ood f or br eak-

f as t .  At l unch t i me we had r i ce wi t h s t ew.  For supper we at e a 

mi xt ur e of  Amer i can and ni honshoku ( J apanese f ood) .  The onl y r eal  

ni honshoku we -had was on New Year ' s .  Once my mot her made some r eal  

f ancy J apanese f ood and she wor ked about t hr ee days on i t .  The 

J apanese f ood,  especi al l y t he noodl es ,  l ooked so pr et t y but when 

we went t o eat i t  none of  us chi l dr en l i ked i t  ver y much.  7e al so 

had mochi ,  f i sh and al l  ki nds of  f oods cooked i n shoyu.  I  don' t 

know t he names of  al l  of  t hese di ehes .  Dad woul d have hi s - / arm 

sake at t hi s t i me.  I  had t o devel op a t ast e f or J apanese f ood and 

I  di dn' t begi n t o appr eci at e i t  unt i l  I  got much ol der .  I  am not 

especi al l y f ond of  i t  now.  

T

' My J apanese educat i on was ver y haphazar d.  I t  st ar t ed when I  

f ound a J apanese f i r st gr ade book once and I  asked my mot her i f  I  

coul d l ear n t he l anguage,  ¿he s t ar t ed t o gi ve me a f ew l essons but 

af t er 1921 she f or got al l  about i t .  Year s l at er I  asked her why 

she di dn' t t each me J apanese.  She t ol d me t hat i t  was no use l ear n-

i ng t he vul gar J apanese.  I  want ed t o l ear n some of  t he J apanese 

songs she used t o s i ng,  but she r ef used t o t each me any oi  t hem.  

I  t hi nk t he r eason f or t hat ; as because t hey wer e l ove songs and 



she di d not t hi nk i t  was pr oper f or me t o know t hose at my age.  

My mot her coul d use bot h J apanese and Engl i sh but she usual l y con-

ver sed wi t h us i n J apanese as i t  was eas i er f or her .  Dad used 

Engl i sh most of  t he t i me si nce he had l ear ned i t  i n hi s younger 

days .  That ' s why I  r eal l y di dn' t l ear n any J apanese at al l  unt i l  

af t er 1951.  I  don' t know i t  at al l  now but I  have al ways been abl e 

t o under st and t he si mpl e t al k.  I  can' t speak i t  at al l  except f or 

occas i onal  Rai se' s whi ch ar e ver y s i mpl i f i ed.  

"
K

Ie di dn' t have any of  t hose t r adi t i onal  J apanese cust oms i n 

our home.  I  guess my par ent s wer e t oo busy maki ng a l i vi ng f or us 

t o be bot her ed.  About t he onl y cust oms we had was sayi ng pr ayer s 

at t he t abl e and t hat wasn' t J apanese.  The r eason f or t  ' i s was 

t hat I  hear d a boy say a pr ayer at t he t abl e once and I  asked my 

mot her t o t each i t  t o me.  Che went t o t he Sunday School  t eacher 

and got hi m t o wr i t e i t  out i n Engl i sh so t hat she coul d t each me.  

I t  was t he l or d' s Pr ayer .  I n our house we di dn' t even have t he 

cust om of  addr ess i ng t he ol der br ot her s and s i st er s by t he t er ms 

' oneesan
1

 and ' on&i san' ,  t hat i s t he way of  showi ng r espect t o t he 

ol der br ot her and s i s t er .  -«e j ust cal l ed each ot her by our gi ven 

names.  I  don' t r ecal l  havi ng any J apanese cust oms at al l  i n our 

home unl ess you coul d cal l  New Year ' s t hat .  The onl y t i me I  ever 

saw any of  t he J apanese cust oms was when some ol der J apanese came 

t o our home f or a vi s i t .  On t hese occas i ons my mot her woul d bow 

ver y l ow i n a f or mal  J apanese st yl e and say a ver y f unny i nt r o-

duct i on.  We used t o l augh qui t e a bi t  at t hat because we di dn' t 

under st and why t hey had t o bow so many t i mes.  V;"e never behaved 

our sel ves whenever guest s wer e pr esent so t hat my mot her made us 

chi l dr en eat al one.  
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"Ll y par ent s di d r ead some of  t hose J apanese magaz i nes and t hey 

subscr i bed t o a J apanese l anguage paper whi ch was sent f r om Seat t l e.  

Uj  mot her al so r ecei ved a col l ege al umnae bul l et i n f r om her school  

i n Tokyo.  She never t ol d me ver y much about her l i f e.  She was l i ke 

dad i n t hi s r espect .  I  di dn
T

t  even know t hat i j y mot her was wel l  

educat ed unt i l  I  came t o Cal i f or ni a.  I  t hought t hat most of  t he 

i ssei  had'  a pr et t y good educat i on and I  was sur pr i sed t o f i nd t hat 

t hi s was not t r ue when I  f i r st saw a l ar ge number of  J apanese i n 

Cal i f or ni a.  I  never had enough cont act wi t h t hem pr evi ous l y t o 

know any di f f er ent .  

" Dad has al ways had a ver y def i ni t e ai m t o st ay i n t hi s coun-

t r y as f ar back as I  can r emember .  Ke had not hi ng t o go back t o i n 

J apan as he was an onl y son but he was not i n l i ne t o i nher i t  any-

t hi ng si nce hi s mot her r emar r i ed.  Dad never had t oo many out si de 

i nt er est s as he kept t o hi msel f  qui t e a bi t .  He wasn* t i nt er est ed 

i n t he pol i t i cs of  J apan at al l .  He was onl y i nt er est ed i n bus i ness 

and what money he coul d make f r om i t .  He never t al ked ver y much 

about pol i t i cal  mat t er s al t ho I  al ways accept ed t he f act t hat he 

was a t ypi cal  Amer i can.  ĥen t he r egi s t r at i on f or t he Ar my came t o 

t he camps l ast year ,  my f at her wr ot e t o me and he sai d t hat he had 

vol unt eer ed f or t he Ar my.  He was not accept ed because of  hi s age.  

Nov/  he has no i dea of  ever goi ng back t o J apan and he does not l ong 

f or i t  at al l .  He f eel s t hat he bel ongs her e as he has l i ved her e 

most of  hi s l i f e.  He never f el t  t hat he had a f ami l y i n J apan.  He 

has some r el at i ves over t her e but he does n
T

t  f eel  cl ose t o thera at 

al l .  Mot her has mor e of  t hat f eel i ng but si nce t he war she has be-

come r econci l ed t o t he i dea t hat she wi l l  pr obabl y r emai n i n t hi s 

count r y t he r est of  her l i f e.  Ther e may be some l ongi ng l ef t t o go 
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back t o J apan,  but I  t hi nk t hat i t  i s mor e of  a sent i r i ent al  f eel i ng 

t han anyt hi ng el se.  

" I  never had a f r i end who y/ ent compl et el y t hr ough school  wi t h 

me because I  had t o change ar ound qui t e a bi t .  7/l i en I  f i r st went 

t o Havr e,  my f r i ends wer e among t hose who l i ved i n t he camp sect i on.  

They wer e I t al i ans ,  Pol i sh,  Engl i sh and var i ous ot her nat i onal i t i es .  

I  got al ong f i ne wi t h t hem and we never had any ser i ous f i ght s .  1̂1 

of  t he boys and gi r l s i n t hat ar ea al l  pl ayed t oget her ,  t̂  school  

we di d t he same t hi ng t oget her and dur i ng t he hol i days we woul d 

f i nd our own l i t t l e amusement s .  I t  was t hi s gr oup t hat f i r st t aught 

me how to i ceskat e.  

"Our f i r st cont act wi t h ni sei  near our age was i n t hi s camp 

sect i on.  They wer e t he chi l dr en of  t he ot her J apanese f ami l i es 

l i vi ng t her e.  We j ust accept ed t hem j ust l i ke we accept ed t he ot her 

l i t t l e chi l dr en.  Once i n a whi l e I  woul d pl ay wi t h a coupl e of  t he 

gi r l s .  Af t er we moved t o our new home,  I  never pl ayed wi t h t her e 

ni sei  chi l dr en anymor e i n spi t e of  t he f act t hat we wer e onl y t hr ee 

or f our bl ocks r emoved.  I  went t o anot her school  and I  made new 

f r i ends .  Lat er on we moved t o Four t h St . ,  whi ch was anot her si x 

bl ocks away.  Af t er t hat I  became mor e qui et and I  di dn' t pl ay wi t h 

t he ot her chi l dr en so much as bef or e.  I  onl y went i ce skat i ng i n 

t he wi nt er and swi mmi ng i n t he summer wi t h a f ew of  t he f r i ends I  

had.  

?

The r eason f or t hat was t hat I  had t o hel p out at home mor e 

and mor e.  Mot her f ound i t  di f f i cul t  t o t ake car e of  al l  of  t he 

chi l dr en and si nce I  was t he ol dest daught er ,  i t  was up t o me t o 

hel p her out .  I  got al ong f ai r l y wel l  wi t h my br ot her s and s i s t er s .  

Car l  and I  f ought a gr eat deal  f or some r eason but I  was i ndi f f er -
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er ent t owar d Al f r ed.  Dol l i e was onl y a baby t hen so t hat I  pet t ed 

her . -  Af t er t he ot her chi l dr en began t o come al ong,  t hey wer e a 

bur den t o me as I  had t o t ake car e of  t hem.  They wer e i n my way and 

I  di dn' t l i ke t hat .  I  had t o be a second mot her t o t hem but I  

want ed t o go out and pl ay i nst ead of  doi ng t hi s .  I  t hought t hat i t  

was t er r i bl e f or me to have t o do t hi s sor t of  t hi ng at t hat t i me.  

I  r esent ed i t  ver y much when i t  i nt er f er ed wi t h my swi mmi ng or i ce 

skat i ng.  I  al ways had t o put t he baby t o sl eep bef or e I  coul d go 

out .  I  was t he ol dest of  t hem al l  and I  di dn' t t hi nk t hat I  de-

ser ved t hi s ki nd of  t r eat ment .  Ky br ot her s di dn' t have t o do t hi s 

ki nd of  wor k and t hey wer e spoi l ed.  

" I n j uni or hi gh school  I  got i nt o my f i r st r eal  ext r a cur r i -

cul ar act i vi t y.  I  was i n t he gl ee cl ub.  By t hat t i me t he chi l dr en 

wer e gr owi ng so t hat I  di dn' t h&ve t o hel p t ake car e of  t hem so 

much as bef or e.  I  onl y had t o do t he di shes and hel p wi t h t he i r on-

i ng at home.  I  cont i nued t o go.  t o chur ch al l  al ong and I  was one 

of  t he gr oup whi ch or gani zed t he young peopl e' s I pwor t h League.  I  

st udi ed ver y consci ent i ous l y at school  al t ho I  wasn' t par t i cul ar l y 

i nt er est ed i n my st udi es .  I  got on t he honor r ol l  al l  al ong.  !"y 

mot her di dn' t l et me st udy t oo much as she bel i eved t hat my home 

dut i es came f i r s t .  Af t er t hat ,  i t  was a choi ce bet ween my st udi es 

or pl ayi ng and si nce I  was a nor mal  chi l d,  I  l i ked t o go out and 

pl ay.  I t  di dn' t i nt ' er f er e wi t h my st udi es t oo much.  

' ' I n hi gh school  I  j oi ned t he gl ee cl ub agai n and I  was al so a 

member of  t he gi r l ' s sext et t e.  I  was al so i n a school  t r i o.  The 

l ast t wo s i ngi ng gr oups wer e compet i t i ve i n nat ur e and I  won a 

pl ace on bot h of  t hem as my voi ce was consi der ed f ai r l y good at t hat 

t i $e.  I  cont i nued t o make honor s i n my school  wor k al l  t he way 



t hough.  I  gr aduat ed a .  j n t he f i r st t en i n my cl ass .  I  had al l  

Caucas i an f r i ends t hr oughout my hi gh school  days a t her e war e no 

ot her J ap;  nese gi r l s go i n -  to t he same school ,  al ber t ,  my br ot her ,  

and I  wer e i n t he same cl ass al l  t he way t hr ough as I  i ad been cept 

baa:  i n t he second ; ra e.  I  never saw ver y many ot her J  apt nese 

s t udent s ,  v̂en i n gr ammar school  t her e v; 8B onl y one Ni honj i n be-

si des member s of  my f ami l y.  Lat er on,  when I  went t o j uni or hi gh 

sc ool ,  t w ki bei  moved i nt o t own and t hey st ar t ed t o at t end t he 

sc ool .  They had j ust come over f r o a.  t he ol d count r y so t hat t hey 

coul d har dl y speak Engl i sh.  These ki bei  wer e not so du$b as I  

f ound out when I  t ook mat h wi t h t hem.  They wer e t he smar t er t  ones 

i n t he cl ass i n t hi s cour se.  - hey di dn' t do so wel l  i n t he ot her 

cl asses because t hey di d not know Engl i sh so wel l .  I  guess I  sor t 

of  l ooked down upon t hem.  

I  don' t bel i eve I  ever sai d I  . /as a J apanese or t al ked a a : ut 

J apan at al l  unt i l  I  met t hese-  J apanese st udent s who came t o our 

school .  Al l  of  t he peopl e i n our t own t al ked about t ei r " ol d coun-

t r y'  i n Eur ope and t hey used t o br ag about i t .  I  got a l i t t l e 

cur i ous so t hat I  asked my' mot her a l i t t l e about J ap en and soon I  

was sayi ng t he same t i ng i n or der t o at t r act at t ent i on.  Ths ki bei  

st udent s , /er 3 wel l  accept ed i n our school  af t e a whi l e and ever y-

bod � t hought t hey wer e i nt er est i ng because t hey spoke oi l y a l i t t l e 

Engl i sh,  ¿at t hat t i me,  t he  ̂ l er i can peopl e i n our t o n i ad a ; ood 

opi ni on of  t he J apanese.  The ki ds at school  made such a f uss over 

t hese ki bei  t hat I  t hou" ht I  shoul d l et t he",  know t hat I  was a 

J ap; ,  ne,  e t oo.  Up t t hat t i me t hey i ad l ev ;r i en'  i oned i t  t  me and 

I  was accept ed as one of  t hem.  

I n hi yh school  t her e wer e t wo ni sei  st udent s bes i des 1y br ot her 
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and They wer e i n a coupl e of  cl asses bel ow us .  Onl y t wo l i sei  

had ever gr aduat ed f r om o r hi  rh school  bef or e us .  I  was t he f i r t  

N
 ni sei  gi r l  t o ever at cut of  t hat hi gh school .  I  t hat ti rae t her e 

wer e qui t e a number of  younger ni sei  i n t he el ement ar y and j uni or 

hi gh school .  I  was t he f i r st ni sei  t o gr aduat e f r om hi gh sc ool  wi t h 

ho or s as t he ot her t wo bef or e me di d not do TSO wel l .  

I  l ost of  my soci al  r el at i onshi ps dur i ng t hi s t i me �as at chur ch.  

Occas i onal l y I  vi s i t ed my f r i ends i n t hei r homes and t hey came over 

t o see me.  Dur i ng t he t i  e I  was goi ng t o hi gh school  I  di d not 

have a r egul ar bo;  f r i end but I  di d go t o a f  w col l ege af f ai r s i t h 

a C ucas i an st udent f r om our t own.  They t hought I  was qui t e a no-

vel t y.  The onl y t i me I  ever went out wi t h a ni sei  was t he occas i on 

when a f el l ow,  7 year s ol der t han I ,  t ook me out .  I  di dn' t car e so 

i uch f or hi m.  I  di dn' t mi ss soci al  af f ai r s as ,/e di e not have ver y 

l any soci al  ct . vi t i es i n oar t own a l yways.  I l y mot her di d not ob-

j ect t o my goi ng t o sc'  ool  dances but I  was not so cr aey ab at i t .  

I  onl y went t o about 3 of  t he l ar ge school  dances .  Most of  my soci  1 

act i vi t i es was concent r at ed dur i ng t he summer vacat i on.  

I n t he summer of  1933 I  went t o - eat t l e as I  want ed t o kno 

some ot her J apanese peopl e.  I  got a j ob doi ng domest i c wor k t her e.  

-r / y wJ  ̂
I t  di d not t ake me l ong t o get acquai nt ed wi t h a l ar ge of  ni sei .  

A 

r hat was ti l e f i r st t i  l e I  had so many dat es i n al l  my l i f e.  The 

ni sei  f el l ows t oo :  \ e al l  over and I  enj oyed mysel f  i  i mensel y.  At 

f i r i t .  7 f el t  a l i t t l e out of  pl ace anon so many l i sei  but I  got 

used t o i t  ver y r a i dl  .  The su:  i er went by bef or e I  knew i t .  I  

' was : l ad t o ;o b;  c :  ho le t o r et ur n t o ay sc! ool  cl asses � t er t he 

£ urrmer was over as I  l i ked hi gh school  a l ot .  I  di d _>&r t i ci pat e i n 

t he ; i r l
T

 basket bal l  t eam and I  was l ooked upon ¡ s one of  t he bet t er 
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pl ayer s .  

I  al so had a coupl e of  ot her vacat i ons away f ror i  hone dur i ng 

t he hi gh school  year s .  Once I  went t o
 u

r eat Fal l s ,  ? Ton tan:-  t o st ay 

wi t h a ni sei  gi r l ,  - he was a col l ege gr aduat e and a Phi  Bet a Kappa,  

- he t ook me al l  over t o see t he count r y.  ~?e went up t o t he Rocky 

Mount i ns and vie wer e campi ng f or sever al  Weeks .  The camp was oper -

at ed by a number of  J apanese and t hi s was my f i r st r eal  exper i ence 

at l i vi ng t oget her wi t h a l ot of  J apanese.  I  was i ndi f f er ent t o most 

of  t hem as t hey wer e of  t he ol der gener at i on,  but I  di d enj oy t he 

out door l i f e.  I  al so had a ver y i nt er est i ng t i me i n Gr eat Fal l s as 

t hat �/as t he f i r st t i  l e I  had ever been i n a l ar ge ci t y.  

" On net her occasi on I  went back t o Gl asgow and st ayed wi t h a 

f r i end f or sever al  weeks ,  i nur i ng t hi s t i me I  r enwed al l  my f r i  nd-

shi ps � i t h ol d f ami l y f r i ends and I  went ar ound and vi si t ed al l  of  

our ol d ne i gbor s .  , . f t er t hat I  went t o a chur ch camp i n t he Rocki es .  

That was qui t e a bi t  of  f un.  Each su i mer t he Epwor t h l eague - roup 

woul d t ake a campi ng t r i p and I  was i ncl udef / t hat year .  At t hi s 

i nst i t ut e camp :  f i r st became awar e of  r aci al  pr obl ems.  J u r i t h e 

ca . pf i r e se s i ons t hey di scussed r aci al  di scr i mi nat i ons .  Ther e was;  

one ot her ni sei  gi r l  t her e who was a gr aduat e of  t he Uni ver s i t y of  

' ont ana ,n .1 she di scussed t he pr obl em of  t he J apanese.  - he t ook ;e 

asi de one ni ght and t ol d me t hat t he r est of  t he camp wer e di scuss i ng 

me and t hey t ho . ght I  was a ver y good exampl e of  hov/  ass i mi l at i on 

coul d wor k.  he s,-  i d t hat I  was di f f er ent f r om : i ost of  t h:  ni sei  

&i d t at sor t of  sur pr i sed me as I  di d not t hi nk t hat ot her ni sei  

/ ere.  any di f f er ent f r om me.  I  was onl y 16 year s ol d at t hat t i me,  

hov ever ,  f r om t heat t i me on,  I  r al i zed t hat I  was a l i t t l e di f f er -

ent f r om t he ot her Caucasi an ki ds .  I t  di dn' t af f ect me t oo much but 
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I  was consci ous of  i t .  Up t c t hen,  I  h a n o t even gi ven i t  ..  tl  our
1

'  t .  

as I  j ust f i gur ed I  was l i . ' :e ar / o- ; /  el se.  I  t hi nk t hat t r at t r act -

i ng at t ent i on t o me i n t hat r aci al  di scuss i on ; rou_: ,  I  became mor e 

consci ous of  t he f act t hat I  .a of  a di f f er ent r aci al  r r oup.  Ther :  

was anot her t i  ie t hat I  f el t  di f f er ent but t  at was w' l en I  . cs onl y 

about 7 year s oi l .  I  was i n t he second ¡ r ace i t  the t  t i me a d i t  

happened t hat a Caucasi an gi r l  f r i end of  mi ne had a bi r t hday on t he 

�same day as I  di d.  - he had a l ar ge par t y f or al l  of  her school  

f r i ends but I  was not i  i vi t ed.  I  coul d not under st and t> i s a I  

was her cl  se f r i end and my bi r t hd y f el l  on t he same day.  I  a I ced 

er why she di d not i nvi t e me and she sai d t hat her mot her woul d not 

al i o- . ,  her as I  was a J apa i sse.  Thi s hur t me a . reat deal  t  t he 

t i me and l y C acaei an gi r l  f r i end and I  coul d not under st and i t  at 

al l .  1 f or got about i t  very soon but I  t
1

 i nk t hat t  i s was aL -  - s 

i n t he baf ek of  my mi nd some pl ace.  Then I  was a l i t t l e ol der ,  I  

usee! t o o over t o t hi s gi r l  f r i end' s home al l  t he t i me and her 

ot her appr oved of  me t hen because I  was ver y act i ve i n chu ch 

af f ai r s at t hat t i me.  She di d not r eal i ze how much she had hur t me 

eany year s bef or e and I  never ment i oned i t  t o her .  

"xt f t er I  got out of  hi  :h school  i n !<?[ 4,  I  deci ded t hat I  want ed 

t o go on t o col l ege.  :"y par ent s di d not obj ect t o t hi s at al l .  I  

had an uncl e i n Pasadena and he wr ot e t o me and t ol d me t hat I  c ul d 

go down t her e t o ent er col l ege ana i t  woul d be easy f or me -  a m 

my way as a school  yi r l .  He sai d t hat many ot her ni sei  yi r l ,  er e 

doi ng t hi s .  I  want ed tc gc t o t he Uni v r s i t y of  ashi  i gt on .--n l i ve 

i n l  aat ; l e but I  di d not have any r el at i ves or cont act s t  er* .  That 

. /a.  t he re:  son I  went down t o Pasadena dur i ng t he summer of  

ûr i  i r t  l i s vacat i on per i od I  wor ked i n a home f or 30 a mcnt e.  Then 
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I  was i nvi t ed t o st ay wi t h Bev.  Tashi r o' s f ami l y.  I  was wi t h t hem 

. 
of  t he £ ame school  i n J apan as ~y mot her .  That war t i e r eas n why 

she i ssued an i nvi t at i on f or me t o come and l i ve i t '  her f ami l y f or 

.  '  *ra l ge tent as I  woi  

have pr oper super vi s i on so t hat t hey consent ed to.  my g i ng t o col l ege 

do n t her e i nst ead of  st ayi ng near home.  
r

 "y br ot he Al f r ed cane al one , / i th me t o Pasadena,  l i s di  not 

k o\  . hot l ie . ant ed t o do.  Le . /as supposed t o ent er cc 11 ge .  Lt h 

me but  i g suddenl y deci de,  t o go t o wor. . .  i  i st ead.  Ti r. t  i s h/  he 

di d not enr ol l  when t he f al l  t er n opened.
 1

 e want t o rl :  i n a 

ar : et owned by a J ap.  nese i ns t ead.  1 wa: :  det er . i ned t o go t o 

col l ege an I  had pr e at expect at i ons of  what a wonder; , ' : : ,  1 t.'  ne I  
T" 

woul d have.  The Pasadena J uni or Col l ege was a gr eat di sappoi nt ment 

t o me t i on ; i .  j.  j ui  t  cc ul d net r et adj ust ed t o t he s i t uat i on t er e.  

:  l ost i  t er e;  t  ent i r el y and af t er a f ew n nt hs I  onl y ..  nt t o my 

3s.  '  di  an
 T

t  l i ke t he school  t  al l .  T . .up ose t hat par t of  

t he r eason f or my har d adj ust ment v/ae because I  v; .  homes i ck.  

Anot her t
1

 i ng . as t hat t he chi p-  peopl e I  coul d get t o know i n 

T' asedena wer e l i sei .  Zven t hen t ese ni sei  wer e not ver y f r i endl y 

t o me.  I  f el t  sor t of  l ost and di f f er ent .  I t  was because 1 wasn' t 

l i ke t he ot her ni sei  gi r l s .  I  wa:  sur pr i sed t o di scover t hat t hey 

.  r e so conser vat i ve.  l i .d met some ni sei  up ct - eat t l e dur i ng my 

vacat i on t her e sever al  summer pr ei vouel  r,  but I  di d l ot i:  ve enoi ,  ;h 

cont act s among t he ni sei  t o become f ul l y a, , are of  what t hey wer e 

r al l y l i ke.  I t  . /as a sad exper i ence not t o be accept ed by t h i n 

Pasadena.  Per ha.  s a l ot of  i t  was my own f aul t a;  I  suppo e I  act ed 

r at her al oof .  



" The onl y f r i endl y ni sei  wer e t hose who at t ended t he J apanese 

e' l urch her e Hev.  Tas'  i r o r ached.  - her e war i
T

 t  ver n an cf  t hen 

'  -  "t  -  t  t i ne < �"'�� £ l ot o-  t he ser vi ces .  er e i n J apanese.  I  cc al e 1' t  

st and i t  any l onger so I  deci ded t o go wor k i n s.  i  - ner i can one.  I  

f el t  t ' ât  a change of  envi r onment woul d hel p ne i n ny school  wor k 

al so.  "
 T

y e i pl oyer was ver y hi nd t o r.e ;  : she had :  any cont act s a on; ;  

t he J apanese.  She was ver y br oad- mi nded t owar d t he i ssei  because at 

one t i  e she had t aught Sngl i sl i  t o a gr oup of  t hen.  I  t  hi  i k t hat 

she was a f or mer mi ss i onar y.  She even t aught Sunday . School  i n t he 

J apanese chur ch and she mai nt ai ned her s t r ong i nt er est i n.  t hi s 

gr oup.  I  want ed t o go t o a hakuj i n chu ch but I ! rs.  i f r ul ey,  my em-

pl oyer i nsi st ed t hat 1 go al ong wi t h her t o t he J apanese chur ch,  

ĥe t hought i t  was so i nt er est i ng and I  coul d not i  gr ee wi t h her 

vi ewpoi nt at t hat t i  e.  I  never voul d have gone t o t he J apanese 

chur ch except f or t hat r eason,  oonet i nes I  di d go t he hahaj i n 

et hoai st chur ch -as I  di dn' t under st and J apanese at al l .
 f

 The er -

vi ces t her ef or e wer e mo- t bor i ng t o me and I  di dn' t have an i nt er -

est i n t he pr oceedi ngs .  Ho ever ,  I  was i nvi t ed t o j oi n he J apan-

ese chur ch choi r ana t u t appeal ed t o roe as I  was i nt er * st ed i n 

u î c.  - . _' ter t hat I  began t o go t o t he J apanese chur ch a l ot no r e 

and I  st opped my i nf r equent vi s i t s t o t he hakuj i n chur ch.  Once i n 

a whi l e I  vi i  i t ed t he C
:
 uc si an I p. / or t h L ague.  

f

whe way I  ot t o enow ohher ni sei  as t ' - r ough basket bal l .  

'-L'hey f ound cut t hat I  had pl ayed f or t hi  hi  h school  i n Mont ana so 

t hat t hey i nvi t ed ne t o j oi n some of  t hei r cl ub t eam.  I  managed t o 

be pr et t y good at t hat so : any of  t he ni sei  r i r i s began t o accept ne 

mor e and t hey br oke down t hei r cl i qui sh at t i t ude.  I  al so managed t o 

l eet . any of  t he ni sei  ; i r l s at t he J uni or Col l ege and al so ot her 



- 23-

ni sei  i r on l os i n- _; el es.  Ti e f unny t hi n about i t  al l  .  t  t  I  was 

f ul l y accent ed on t he ni sei  gi r l ' s basket bal l  t eam,  but I  was never 

as :ed t o j oi n any of  t hei r soci al  cl ubs.  I  uess I  wa:  t oo di f f er -

ent f r om t hem.  I  wasn' t t oo i nt er e;  t ed i  1 boys and I  di dn' t t al k 

: uch about cl ot hes .  Al l  of  t he ni sei  gi r l s I  saw t al ked ' about t hese 

ubj ect s and i t  was not t oo appeal i ng t o l e.
 T

"y out l et was or e i n 

mus i c and I  made some hakuj i n f r i en s at school  t hat way.  The ot her 

ni sei  di d not seen t o be i nt er est ed i n cl assi c 1 us i c at al l .  

f el t  nuc' i  ol der t hen l ot of  t hose ni sei  because t hey t ct ed l i ke 

young ki ds and t hey got exci t ed over l i t t l e t hi ngs t hat er e not 

i mpor t ant t  al l .  I  guer s t hey ad ne f i gur ed out s a queer per son 

t oo bee use I  wasn' t l i ke t he r est of  t hem.  

?

I  was not abl e t o par t i ci pat e i n ver y many j uni or col l e ;e act i  

vi t i es as I  had t o go back t o my housewor k j ob at 5 o' cl  ck.  Thi s 

l i mi t ed t he f r ee t i me I  coul d spend at so ool  and t he onl y f r i ends I  

made wer i n t he sci ence l ab cour ses .  I  went t o school  f or 2 - ear :  

but I  was never compl et el y at ease.  I t  wasn' t t hat I  obj ect ed t o an 

educat i on as I  want ed i t  ver y badl y.  I t  was mor e t han I  di dn' t f i t  

i nt o a ni sei  soci et y and I  di d not have t oo much t i me t o cul t i vat e 

t he hakuj i n s t udent s .  

" I n 1" 36 I  qui t school  f or a year .  I t  was at t hat t i ne t hat I  

deci ded I  wasn' t i nt er st ed i n t he ni sei  at al l  ¡ o I  qui t ar t i ci  a-

t i ng i n even t he l i ni  ed ni sei  act i vi t i es t hat I  had.  I  i.  ant ed t o 

save up some money t o go t o t h-  ~
T

n' var si t y of  Gal  i f  or ni  as I  f el t  

t hat I  woul d l i ke i t  : uch bet t e '  up t her e.  I  al so t hou ht t h t i t  

�. /oul d be cheaper f or :e t o go t o t he l ar ge uni ver s i t y.  I  "/ ant ed t o 

st ar t cut al l  over agai n anyway.  One of  my mai n r easons f or pi cki ng 

t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a was t hat i  want ed t o -et a ray f r om al l  
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t he J apanese peopl e t hat 1 knew.  Thi s was t he r eason why I  di d net 

§ o t o UCLA or U C as many of  t he Pasade a J . C.  ni sei  ver ;  /  oi ng 

t her . .  I t  was about t hi s t i me t hat 1 became ver y i nt er e t ed i n.  r;  rid 

i ng and a l ot of  my t i me was spent i n t hi s act i vi t y.  I  r ad al most 

,  ever yt hi ng I  coul d get my hands on and l  f ound a gr eat deal  of  sa-

t i s f act i on i n i t .  :  l ay be I  was t r yi ng t o escape f r o nysel f ;  I  a n' t  

know.  I  onl y know t hat
 1

 wasn' t t oo happy t hen i n t he l i f e I  was 

l eadi ng.  

" I  t ur ned 21 i n 1C36.  I  was so anxi ous t o vot e t hat I  r an down 

t o t he Ci t y Eal l  t he f i r st t hi ng i n t he mor ni ng:  so t hat I  coul d r e-

gi st er f or t he el ect i on.  I t  was such a t hr i l l  t o vot e f or t he f i r st 

t i me.  1936 was a pr es i dent i al  el ect i on y e a r s t hat i t  as a ver y 

i mpor t ant el ect i on and t her e was a l ot of  exci t ement a
r

out i t .  I  

di dn' t know t he f i r st t hi ng about choos i ng a p&l i t i cal  par t y t o vot e 
\  

f or as my backgr ound i n pol i t i cs was ver y weak.  I  f i nal l y deci ded 

t o vot e Republ i can as most of  t he peopl e I  went ar ound i t h at t hat 

t i me wer e of  t hi s par t y.  I  guess I  was mor e i nt er est ed i n t yr i ng t o 

vot e f or t he wi nni ng s i de.  I  was sur e t hat a Republ i can woul d et 

el ect ed and I  was a l i t t l e di sappoi nt ed when Landon vi a.  d f eat ed.  

I  never met a Democr at up t o t hat t i me.  I  di d not j oi n t he J  ACL at 

any t i me as I  was not awar e of  t hem at f i r s t .  Lat er on,  I  was 

gai nst t he J  _CL because I  t hou ht t h.  t  the;  wer e t oo - et t y.  

seemed t hat t hey / / ere onl y a f ew i n t he or gani zat i on who r eal l y had 

t he wel f ar e of  t he gr oup at hear t .  The r est of  t h m wer e act i ve i n 

t he or gani zat i on mer el y f or t he pr est i ge t hey coul d ; et out of  i t .  

I  di dn' t par t i ci pat e i n any t hi n � t h t t he J , . CL sponsor ed.  I  f el t  

t hat t he or gani zat i on wa not s i ncer e enough.  They wer e t oo nar r ow 

i n t hei r ways :>f  shovi ng pat r i ot i sm and I  aot a l i t t l e di  gust ed 



when i  saw t he 1 f l ag- way i n .  :' y cont act s wi t h t he ni sei  up t: ,  t hen 

ha:  i mpr essed me t hat t hey wer e a ver y conser vat i ve ; rou -  ¿i d I  

i ?asn
T

 t  t oo sur e t hat t hey wer e r eal l y,  t hat pat r i ot i c.  I  kn w t hat 

a l ot of  t hem wer e i nf l uenced mor e by t he J apanese way of  act i ng,  

- her ef or e i t  made me di sgust ed t o see t hem pr ocl ai m t hei r l oyal t y 

f r om t he houset ops on occasi ons l i ke t he Four t h of  J ul y.  The r est 

of  t he t i me t hey di dn' t t hi nk about i t  at al l .  I  wasn' t t oo i nt er -

est ed i n pol i t i cs mysel f  but I  f el t  t hat I  was much mor e si ncer e i n 

ty bel i ef s t han most of  t he peopl e i n t he T. CL.  That ' s why I  had no 

use f or t hi s gr ou .  To me,  i t  l ooked l i ke t he onl y excuse f or exi st -

ence was t o sponsor soci al  act i vi t i es f or t he ni sei .  Host of  t he 

j oi ned t he J , CI  f or t hi s r eason.  - . henever t he J  CL had any ser i ous 

di scussi on,  onl y a f ew of  t he ol der member s at t ended.  I  don' t t  :  i nk 

t hat oi c J  �CI  was ever ver y s t r ong.  The Pasadena chapt er was sup-

posed t o be mor e l i ber al .  I t  di dn' t j oi n t he Nat i onal  J Ĵ J L or gani -

zat i on unt i l  j ust bef or e t he war .  I  r eal l y shoul d not conde :n i t  

because I  don' t know ever yt hi ng about i t .  I  j ust was not i nt er e sted 

i n t he or gani zat i on at al l .  

- ,

Ky f at her Hard br ought t he f ami l y down f r om - : ontan;  t o Pas;  den;  

af t er I  got st ar t ed i n j uni or col l ege.  Dad t hought t het he woul d 

feet a f r esh st ar t t her e.  Al f r ed and my uncl e had pr epar ed t he homer 

f or t hem.  1 r ef used t o t ake par t i n i t  because I  t hought th t i t  

� ul d -' iean t he br eaki ng up of  t he'  f ami l y uni t .  I  al so di d not nt 

al l  of  my cont act s i n Mont ana t o be br oken up t hat way.  I  wa 

pl anni n t o beco ne a t eacher and go b ck t o Mont ana some day.  I  had 

heped t o get-  i nt o,  a t eachi ng j ob i n a r ur al  school  out t her e.  How-

ever ,  al l  of  t hi s oppor t uni t y was gone when my f ami l y came do. ; a t o 

Pa' sadena.  They came at Al f r ed' s and my uncl e' s ur gi ng.  dad and 
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tw( br ot her s r emai ned behi nd * e est of  t h f-  mi l ; /  f or a . hi l e a s 

on do n t o j oi n t h .  

a good i  :.ea f or our f am' l y t o move t o Pasadena.  I  bel i evsLt hat i t  

woul d be har d f or my f at her t o get a good j ob t her e.  However ,  Al f r ed 

had gr at ambi t i ons of  st ar t i n/  a veget abl e st or e wi t h t he f ami l y 

hel p.  1 woul dn' t cooper at e wi t h hi m at al l  as I  t hought t hat school  

was mor e i mpor t ant r t han wor ki ng.  :".y uncl e encour aged ly br ot h r 

al ong ana t hat i s why I  di dn' t get al ong wi t h my uncl e fef ter t hat ,  

- . f red di d not ur ge me t oo much t o qui t school  as he knew ' th.  t  I  

want ed t o get an educat i on.  He t hought t hat he woul d be abl e t o 

swi ng ever yt hi ng wi t h t he hel p of  t he r est of  t he f ami l y and my 

uncl e.  i t  t ur ned out ,  my uncl e soon l ost i nt er est i n t he :  t or e 

and t he r esul t was t hat Al f r ed had t o car r y t he bul k of  t he bur den 

i n t he f ami l y suppor t .  I  di dn' t l i ve wi t h t he f ami l y at al l  dur i ng 

t i me I  was goi ng -to J . C.  except f or shor t per i ods dur i ng t he 

summer ,  as I  had a domest i c j ob dur i ng t hi s t i me.  I  di d not want 

t o put any addi t i onal  bur den b
r

 goi na t o l i ve . i th t hem.  
T

' I  was t he f i r st one i n our f ami l y t o st ay away f r om home f or 

a l o: n per i od of  t i me,  l ef or e t h t ,  my br ot her s and I  u u l l y 1 f t  

t he f ami l y f or t he summer t o wor k or do ot her t hi ngs ,  but we al ways 

came back af t er a coupl e of  mont hs .  I  was av. ay most of  t he t i me 

af t er I  l ef t  L' ont ana.  I  woul d ¿o home on Wednesdays and Sundays 

dur i ng t he t i ne I  waa i n j uni or col l ege a.  t hese ner .  days oi  f  

f r om my domest i c , ' ob.  - hen I  deci ded t o go of f  t o Ber kel ey by my-

s . . f ,  none of  f ami l y obj ect ed as t hey wer n.  used t o : et t i  a c �.on 

�i t hout mp by t hen.  

' I  enr ol l ed i n t he Uni ver s i t y of  Csl  i f or ni a i n t he . al l  of  1957.  



I  7as j ui t e exci t ed about oi n � t< Ber kel ey as I  t hought t hat i t  

c.  r d be my ch;  ri ce t o et i  , t
L
 a her 7 envi r me: i t  nee . ore.  I  de-

ci ded t(  ent er a: ,  any ct i vi t i .̂  I  po/ .  ei bl . r coul  .  The f i r st 

t  i e ;  t h t  happened when I  got t her e was t hat I  j ot pl edged i nt o 

t i e ' / omen' s Gl ee Cl ub.  I  :.s t hr i l l ed ebout t hat because I  t)  ought 

i t  </as r ar e f or a ni sei  : i r l  t o have t hi s honor .  He 2ver ,  . / hen I  

went t o t he f i r st meet i ng I  / /as di sappoi nt ed t o f i nd t hat t her e 

wer e qui r e a number of  ni sei  gi r l s i n t hat gr oupl  I  soon f ound hat 

i t  was pr et t y di f f i cul t  t o st ay a. ay f r om ni sei  as t her e wer e so 

many of  t hem on t he campus .  I  f ound t hat t  i s gr oup wa ot so 

cl i qui sh as t he Pasadena gr oup and t hey accept ed ne eas i er .  I  ;ot 

an i nvi t at i on t o j oi n t he J apanese Women
1

s Cl ub whi ch I  di d.  How-

ever ,  I  di d not t ake a ver y act i ve par t i n i t .  

' I  f eund t hat I  had t o st udy a gr eat deal  mor e at
 T T

. : .  t han 

i n t he j uni or col l e e.  I  was t aki ng a maj or i n educat i on and my 

mi nor was i n phys i cal  ed.  I  t hought about j oi ni ng t he col l ege gl ee 

cl ub cu I  changed my mi nd when I  f ound t hat mo;  t  of  t he member s 

er e of  t i e sor or i t y t ype.  I n Ber kel ey est of  my cl asses er e 

l ect ur es so t hat I  di d not have much-  of  an oppor t uni t y t o make new 

f r i ends .  her e w r e hundr eds of  s t udent s i n each cl ass and t he 

cont act s wer e ver y i mper sonal .  I t  seemed t hat t he onl y way t o get 

i nt o t he col l ege l i f e was t o j oi n var i ou;  cam us cl ubs.  I  went t o 

t he at t he i nvi t at i on of  t he I nt er nat i onal  Cl ub.  I e ever ,  I  

was not t oo i nt er est ed i n i nt er - r aci al  di scuss i ons so t hat I  soon 

dr opped out of  i t .  I  di scover ed t hat most of  t he peopl e who went t o 

t he 7
r

0k meet i ngs -./err:  ni sei  and al l  t hey t al ked about sas t he ni  ei  

pr obl em.  I  di d not car e f or t hat at al l  as I  was t r yi ng not t o 

i dent i f y mysel f  wi t h t hi s ggoup.  I  al so t r i ed out t he Lp or t h 



Lee ue f or a whi l e but I  was di ssat i s f i ed wi t h t h t t f ro.  I t  seeded 

t hat al l  of  t he gi r l s wer e i nt er est ed onl y i n boys and t hey di dn' t 

t al k about anyt hi ng el se.  I  ana ; ed t o t ake a f ew l ab cour ses t i e 

second seme t er and I  enj oyed t hem ver y much as I  had an oppor t uni t y 

t o make f r i ends among t he st udent s i n t hese cl asses .  I  al so began 

t o t ake par t i n ext r a- cur r i c : . l ar cour ses as wel l  as j oi n i n sever al  

semi nar gr oups .  

" Dur i ng al l  of  t hi s t i ne "l ore ana ". ore I  had mor e an 1 mor e 

pr obl ems of  f i ndi ng a pl ace t o l i ve.  I  di d not have enough money t o 

l i ve i n any. of  t he cooper at i ves and 1 di d not f eel  l i ke go i n t o t he 

J apanese '  ' omen' s s t udent ' s cl ub t o l i ve.  Ther e was a gr eat ho si ng 

pr obl em at t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a and many st udent s f ound i t  

di f f i cul t  t o ¡ - et a pr oper pl ace t o l i ve.  Whenever I  rent t o t he 

hous i ng bur eau t o ask f or a vacancy,  t hey st eer ed me away f r om t he 

pl ace bee.-  use t hey sai d t hat J apanese st udent s wer e not al l owed 

t her e.  Thi s made me ver y angr y as I  di dn' t know about hous i ng co-

venant s t hen.  I  was not used t o bei ng t ol d t hese' t hi ngs and I  

r esent ed i t  ver y much.  I  t hi nk t hat t hey n de me mor e awar e of  t he 

f act of  bei ng di f f er ent even t hough t hey t r i ed t o be hel pf ul  and 

save ny f eel i ngs .  I  f ound anot her gi r l  who was i n t he same pos i t i on 
i  

as I  and we f i nal l y not t oget her i n a r oom i n a Caucasi an home.  

Thi s ar r ;  nge ent di d not t ur n out ver y wel l  because t he house was 

f ul l  or f l eas .  I t  cer t ai nl y weakened my mor al e.  I  was pr et t y des-

per at e about f i n i ng a
 L

: l ace tc-  l i y-  on t he c m us .  Fi nal l y I  h ar d 

t hat t he ] addhi st Chur ch' had an upst ai r s sect i on t o i t  whi ch was not 

used.  I  went t o t he Buddhi st pr i est and t ol d hi m of  our housi ng 

pr obl em and I  asked hi m i f  we coul d not use t he upst ai r s f or a gr oup 

of  ni sei  ' i r i s.
 r

e agr eed t o i t  so t hat we r ounded uo 8 ni sei  " i r i s 
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and moved i n. .  I  wasn' t a Buddhi st at al l  but t hat di d not mat t er ,  

I  t hi nk t her e was onl y one Euddhi st gi r l  i n t he or i gi nal  grouj )  t hat 

moved i n.  I  di dn' t have t oo many associ at i ons . . i th t hese r i r l :  as 

I  7/ as i ndi f f er ent t o t hei r i nt ense emphasi s on a ni sei  soci al  l i f e.  

I  wc s mor e i nt er est ed i n my school  st udy as I  v.  ant ed t o get somet hi ng 

OUt Ox i t .  

en I  went t o t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a,  my ambi t i ons wer e 

bi o eke J  f or t he f i r st t i me.  I t  was qui t e a bad exper i ence f or me 

and I  t  l i nk t h&t i t  made me l ose some of  my sel f - conf i dence f or a 

l ong t i me,  " y maj or wa? educat i on but when I  went t o t al k t o t he 

advi ser -  i n t he depar t ment ,  t hey t ol d me t hat I  coul  '  not get a 

t eachi ng cr edent i al  as t her ' woul d be no pl ace f or me t o t each as 

ni sei  t eacher s wer e not accept ed i n t he Cal i f or ni a school s .  That 

al most f l oor ed me and I  di d not know what t o say.  I  coul dn' t say 

t hat I  was goi ng back t o Mont ana t o t each because my f ami l y had 

moved out of  t hat st at e.  However ,  I  r emember ed a net her ni sei  i r l  

t el l i ng me t hat t her wer e openi ngs i n Hawai i  so I  went back t o t  e 

educat i on depar t ment and t ol d t hem t hat I  had a pr omi se f
y

a j ob i n 

t he i s l ands.  They wer e st i l l  r el uct ant but t hey f i nal l y admi t t ed 

me i i t o t he educat i on depar t ment .
 a

t  t he feame t i me t hey st i l l  con-

t i nued t o di scour a. ee my ambi t i ons:  i n t hi s di r ect i on and - ' hat di d not 

hel p my er scnal  adj ust ment pr ocess any.  I  had a mi nor i n - n l i sh 

as I  t hought t hat pei r&aps I  coul d t each t hi s subj ect .  Because of  

I I  of  t hese pr obl ems,  I  became di sat i s f i ed i t h :  y choi ce of  a 

pr o.  ess i on.  
/ 

r ,

I  t al ked to ot her ni sei  about j ob oppor t uni t i es i n t he pr o-

f essi onal  f i el ds and V ey wer e qui t e di scou ' agi ng al so.  !"
r

o?t of  

t hem wer- i  i n t he l i ber al  ar t s f i el d or i n t he commer ce depar t ment 
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and t hey wer e not speci al i z i ng i n any def i ni t e f i el d.  I  t hi nk t hat 

t hey . / ere t oo i mmat ur e t o r eal l y r eal i ze w at a pr obl em t he;  wer e 

up agai ns t .  They di dn' t t hi nk t oo much about what t hey wer e /  oi nr 

t o do wi t h t hei r educat i on and when t hey di d t al k about i t  t hey 

wer e most pess i mi s t i c.  On t op of  t hat ,  t he educat i on department 

was not encour agi ng at al l  so t hat al l  of  t hese t hi ngs began t o 

af f ect : : e.  I  became ver y di sor gani zed and di scour aged and I  coul  " 

not see any f ut ur e ahead f or me.  These t hi ngs di st r act ed me so 

uch t hat I  ended up by et t i n al l  i n my ~n, l i sh cour ser .  I  

kne.  t ; et my : oose was cooked as f ar as t eachi ng - a l i s ,  sot hat I  

deci ded t hat I  woul d change my maj or t o somet hi ng el se.  
r

I n t he meant i me,  my gi r l  f r i ends t ol d me t hat she had co 

t act i n rav/ ai i  and t hat I  coul d r eal l y get i nt o t each i n, ;  t her e.  I  

t hought of  cont i nul ag on wi t h educat i on anyway,  but t he f i nal  bl ow 

came / hen I  l ear ned t hat t he t er r i t or i al  gover nment i n Hawai i  had 

put i n a l aw sayi ng t hat a pe:  son had t o have t hr ee year s r es i dence 

t her e bef or e t hey coul d t each i n t he Hawai i an publ i c shhool  syst em.  

I t  l ooked-  hopel ess t o me as I  hi d 10 i nt ent on of  oi n t c I  l a ai i  

and t r yi ng t o /.ret r ef csdaace t her e.  My i nt er est i n educat i on com-

pl et el y dr opped at t hi s t i me.  
r 1

I  began t o t hi nk about hat ot her cour se I  coul d t ake t hat 

woul d be of  pr act i cal  use t o me.  Most of  t he ni sei  gi r l s , / ere 

i aj ot i ng i n home economi cs but I  di d not t hi nk t hat t hat f i el d 

of 2er ed any oppor t uni t i es af t er gr aduat i on.  I  l i ked l  b woi ":  « 

gr ea deal  and t hese had been my most enj oyabl e co r ses t hat t hat 

I  f i nal l y deci ded t o go i nt o sci ence as a car eer .  I  di dn' t know 

exact l y what aspect of  sci ence I  coul d ent er ,  but I  f el t  ur e t hat 

i f  I  knev.  my st uf f  I  woul a get a br eak.  - i t h t he det er mi nat i on,  I  



t o

 st ar t i n and my i on i n sci ence.  I  

was su . posed t o gr aduat e f r om col l eg i n l ~5
r

 but I  di  ..  not r i l e 

my appl i cat i on as I  di d not want t o t ake my cc v r - he i si ve ex i na-

t i on.  I  knew t hat I  woul d f l unk al l  of  my ¿nwl i sh cour ses .  I  we i t  

home af t er t hat as :y car eer at t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a a 

ended di sast er ous l y.  I  di d not have t he money t o st ar t out al l  

over agai n i n sci ence up t her e.  I  f i gur ed t hat t he ohaapr est t hi ng 

t o do woul d be t o go b. ck t o j uni or col l er and t ake t he basi c 

cour ses .  Co I  di d t hat ,  f 
?t

I  di d not come away wi t h a good opi ni on of  t i e ni sei  w o 

at t ended t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a.  I  had a v< r y l ow opi ni on 

of  t  . em as I  t hought t hat t hey wer e a l ot of  nar r ow- mi nded i d i n-

exper i enced youn; ;  st udent s who wer e t her e onl y f or a : ood t i : m .  

- 11 t hey t al ked about -was of  t r i vi al  t hi n - s.  However ,  i n or der t o 

be f ai r t o t hem I  must admi t t hat as I  got t o know t hem mor e,  I  

w r e

 ¿eost r at ed i n t hei r ambi t i ons.  Thei r boy- gi r l  r el at i onshi ps 

wer e not sat i s f act or y ei t her so t hat t hey t ur ned mor e and mor e t o 

t r i vi al  and super f i ci al  t hi n- s t o occupy t hem.  They wer e not sur e 

of  t hemsel ves at al l .  - any of  t he ni sei  st udent s went ar ound t he 

cam; us . i t h a hang- dog expr ess i on on t hei r f aces and you coul d e 

t hat t hey hud an i nf er i or i t y compl ex.  The gi r l s t r i ed t o act so-

i st i cat ed at t i nes but t hey wer e not successf ul .  They we r * /  

al ways f i ght i ng over l i t t l e pet t y t hi ngs l i ke a bunch of  gr ammar 

school  ki ds .  You coul d see t hat each of  t hem -as t r i n-  t o r et 

;  r est i  e so t' i¿ t  t he ot her ni sei  woul d l ook up t o t hem.  Nat ur al l y 

t hey t r i ed tc wet _ r et i ge i n ui  er f i c i al  t hi ngs r i c h t hey cons i  -



- 32-

der ed as col l egi at e.  I  di dn' t j oi n any of  t he ni sei  chur ch aot i * 

vi t i es at ai l  whi l e -  v; as i n Ber kel ey.  I  f el t  t hat l ost of  t he 

l i sei  went i nt o chur ch act i vi t i es because t hey ant ed t o be b,i  -

shot s and n t Because t hey \  t< rel i f  i ousl y i ncl i ned.  - -ost <f  t he 

ni sei  s t udent s had come f r om al l  over t he st at e and t hey want ed t o 

f i n:  seme way t o expr ess t hemsel ves .  But t he gener al  ni sei  l ead-

er shi p was poor because t her e wer e t oj  many l i t t l e cl i ques and each 

gr oup was j eal ous of  t he ot her .  !
T

any ni sei  di scover ed t hat t he 

best way t o angl e f or l eader shi p was t oj oi n chur ch act i vi t i es and 

t hat i s That t hey di d.  

' Anot her r eason wBy I  di d not have a : ood opi ni on of  t he e 

ni sei  st udent s was t h t̂  t he/  had no st andar ds t o di scr i mi nat e be-

t ween excel l ent rork and poor wor : .  ¿' or exar . / l e,  t hey t hou ht t '  at 

~ a wonder f ul  voi ce and t hat I  shoul d maj or i n us i c.
 :

 ,.,t* 

t he way i t  was i n a ni sei  ci r cl e.  I f  anyone had a l i t t l e t al ent 

i n some f i el d,  t he ot her ni sei  i mmedi at el y assumed t hat t hey shoul d 

maj or i n t hat f i el d Wi t hout r ecogni s i ng t hat t he l i t t l e t al ent 

shown was not hi ng when compar ed t o t he gener al  f i el d.  Mpst of  t he 

ni sei  di d not have t hat roi c' :  t al ent i n any l i ne.  I  suppose t hat 

t he gr oup was so eager f or r ecogni t i on t hat t he/  j umped upon any-

one wi t h t he r'  al i ost t al ent and t hey t hou Bt i t  war u l uru . 1.  

Ther e wer e a number of  ot her f aul t s t hat t he ni sei  had t hat I  di d 

Lot car e f or .  I t  nay be t hat many of  t hei r f aul t s l ade ee con-

sci ous mor e t han ever t hat I  was one of  t he i  and I  di d not l i ke i t .  
T

hat was one of  t he r easons why I  suppose I  di d not want t o be 

i dent i f i ed wi t h t he r est of  t he ni sei  s t udent s .  However ,  t hi s s 

t he r esul t mor e of  t he per sonal  pr obl em i n t r yi ng t o f i nd a sui t -

abl e maj or t han anyt hi ng el se.  I  t hi nk t hat I  woul d have l ade :>od 



adj ust ment s i f  i t  wer e not f or t hat r eas n.  
?

I n t he f al l  of  l
r

40 I  went back t o Ber kel ey and ei r ol l e. ,  i n 

t he adul t educat i on school .  I  t ook I t al i an,  t ap d mci n. ; ,  sv i  mi ne,  

i usi c and t ypi n �.  J  al so t ook so e cor esoonde i oe u i ver si t y 

ecu £ 5:  i n hi l oso; hy,  psychol ogy,  cont empor ar y dr ama,  10 e m 

uc vel  and " i bl e and l i t er t , re.  J  t hi nk t hat i  t oo :  al l  of  t h ¡se 

cour ses J ust t o pr ove to my el f  t h t I  ;a not so dumb but t"
1

 er e 

. fere ot her r e a.'  on s and causes f or my di ss-  t i s f act i on.  I  f el t  t hat 

I  .'/as j usti f i e: : ' ,  when I  sot al l  and i n t hese cour s s end i t  

v.-as much har der t han at t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a.  I  t ook hot h 

day and eveni ng cl asses .  I  l i ked t hese cl asses because I  coul d 

expr ess my own opi ni ons and I  di d not have t o gi ve back t o t he 

t eacher ever yt hi ng he had sai d.  I  s t i l l  was i nt er est ed i n t aki n 

sci ence cour se but 1 had post poned i t  f or a year .  I  uess ~ t 

st i l l  i n a st t e of  conf l i ct .  I  di dn' t know whet her I  shoul d et 

y - . T.  degr ee f i r st i n educat i on and t hen chenue t o sci ence,  or 

el se .  ;o i nt o sci ence r i ght away.  

" I n December ,  1940,  I  went back t o Pasadena.  I  was sup osed 

t o get mar r i ed t hen.  !"y f i ancé,  Yosh Tas" i r o,  had t al ked t o me 

u t 1

"
J

*
 3 r £: s : {

sv.  Tash '  r o
T

 s son and 1'  '  � d known hi m ever si - . ce 

I  Game t o Cal i f or ni a i n 1934.  I  s t i l l  want ed t o go t o school  some 

mor e so I  post poned i t  f or a whi l e,  I  t hen went t o t he Pasadena 

r . O.  ni  ht school  and t ook some cour ses i n Pan- Amer i can r el at i  on-

shi ps ai d economi cs.  I  di  i ' t  f i ni e' ! t hese cour ses bec se I  ot 

i  i t  er e t ed i n a l ab car eer .  I  s t ar t es out by hel pi ng Yc. . ",  ho was 

wor ki n at t he C:  1- Tech l abor at or y.  I  f oun. " t hat t hi s / as mor e 

i nt er s,  t i n,  t han,  economi c cour ses so 1 dec i c d t hat I  houl d ent er 

sci ence def i ni t el y.  Of  cour se,  a l ot of  i t  was m' . xed up wi t h my 
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f ound out t hat I  was over - age . ' or t he 11Y* pr o; r an so t � t  I  had 

Lng el se.  ]  

r .  i  .  a ar un - e. t e'  ber ,  i :  41.  I  i d i * t  l i ke t' . e dc . i es-

11 so I  dec 

J '  .  c l ese mar ket .  Throu h co> t act � by f r i ends I  manat ee to gat one 

11. 

-

over - t i  le and they di e not , et .pai d f or i t .  I  t ol d the boss T 

coul d not st and f or i t  so he di d not ask me to \  or k over - t i me 

i  the at t  l east pa.
r

i n -  f or i t .  

"I  want ed to use some of  t he t r ai ni ng I  h d had i n col l e ;e so 

I  v l unteerec t o do ;  o e Gi r l  ©̂eerve ork at the T. .  j  .  t" t  

] 

-  r cl ci  .  .
 r

_"ie *Y doc i dee to have camps i n t he ci t y i  i st , .d.  

i on 

.  I  

t hei r r gul ar cl asses and many of  t hem h:-  a a l ot of  ho le . ork to 

r;

'n-  �t-  why t':  i s rc r;  m di d not :o over ver y wel l .  

] 
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per sonal  pr obl ems.  I t  v/ as ost l y i n r egar ds t get t i n is r i ed.  

Soon i t  was Yosl i  who di dn' t want t o get mar r i ed as i t  woul d i n-

t er f er e wi t h hi s car eer .  I  don' t car e t o di scuss t he det ai l s of  

t '  i s now as i t  i s r at her per sonal .  Any. , ay,  I  vent up t o Ber kel ey 

£ sai n,  ear l y i n l
r

41 as t her e wer e some r umor s st ar t i ng about ne 

ana Yos' i .  I  r ant ed t o get away f r o :  al l  of  t hese J apanese peopl e 

so I  coul d t hi nk t hi n s t hr ough and r eal l y deci de / hat I  ah ul  do.  
TT

I  went to Ber kel ey f or a vi s i t  and I  wor ked i n a domest i c 

j ob.  I  enr ol l ed i n t he adul t educat i on school  once mor s .  ¿;s 

spr i ng and summer appr oached I  be " an t c hear mor e and mor e ar 

t al k.  The embar go agai nst I  nese goods and t he cancel l at i on of  

t he t r ade t r eat i es went i nt o ef f ect dur i ng tfoe summer of  1941,  I  

v/as begi nni ng t o get ver y war y of  t he U.
r

. Ĵ apan r el at i onshi ps .  

The Ar my was begi nni ng t o dr af t a l ot of  f el l ovr s and my br ot her ,  

Bi l l y,  was t aken,  -as i t  appr oached f al l  i t  l ooked l i ke an i nt er -

nat i onal  cr i s i s was on t he way so I  deci ded t o -o home.  I  t hought 

t hat i n case any t r oubl e devel oped i t  / oul d be bet t er t o be near er 

ray f ami l y.  However ,  I  deci ded t o go r egi st er f or some sci ence 

cour ses at t he j uni or col l ege r i ght a.  ay,  as t he f al l  semest er was 

j ust begi nni ng.  As soon as I  got back i nt o Pasadena I  got on a 

st r eet car f r om t he st at i on and went out t o t he j uni or col l ege.  I  

r egi st er ed f or seme chemi st r y and ot her cour ses when I  got out 

t her e.  

' That af t er noon I  t ar t ed t o l ook ar ound f or a j ob so t hat I  

coul d suppor t mysel f .  I  di d not want t o do domest i c wor k ai d I  

t hought t hat I  woul d be abl e t o et some ki nd of  m BYA j ob t o 

t each swi mmi nr ' at t he j uni or col l ege a I  had had a l ot oa >hy i cal  

ed cour ses and some exper i ence.  "e Deaa of  omen at t he col l ege 
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r i ght af t er Thanks i vi ne* t hi  s t i ne ly onl y )1 ns f or the 

f ut ur e fas t o get i  l to so ie sor t of  physi o- cheni cal  r searcl  .  T .at 

eant t hat I  Qui d have to 30 to col l ege al l  over a i n.  I  "ted 

j uni or col l ege.  I  had an 

f t  . r t:.:.  t .  I  i i  ur od t hat I  ooul :  v ai  al l £ r oun l i ...  a 
-

l i mi t ed.  

7a :t  3d t o ;o t  t  t '  at t i  : e.  I  sane l a ii  t '  1.  I  .  oul .  be 

Soi Uf  about t he f al l  of  

' 

I  was i e r r i ed.  I  h< 10 l an:  f or : ar r i  3 t  . 11.  I  '.  t  

c r e wher e " l i ved ie l c � a 1 l i ked t 3 _ 1 ce.  I  as
 T

t.  .  ar t i -

n.  l ar l y cr z bout e l i f or l i a l i ke :  oat of  \  ni sei .  
, r

 y .  l ans / ere sudden 1 -  chen ed en t he J ar br oke ut .  (  .  

t r ki a :.t  easy.  "e deci ded t o a ve a l unch al t o/ et her a .  :  o 

1 di dn' t '  i t .  

1 i  v i  

-

assur e u .  Oi v' . c I e:  ue .  1 I  t ee b 0 e t'  I  ah t er .  
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/ 

beg?-  i  to wonder bout iv ..or.:  i mmedi at el y.  e v.ere ..11 >retty el i -

ci t ed.  e real i ze r i j ht a",  ay t hn the youn or hoys j< ul : .  _ rc b 

have to ;  i nto' '  th. ,  - my .  T"y br ot her s want ed tc do. ,  :  i  7 ;.  
' 

. he:  ue ve to oh t rch.  I t  .s u i bel i ev bl e ne
-

 :  to ev r yone .  o:  

M oo t h . eopl s o: r tal ki n. ;  f  i t .  not her was :  "' or et 

' 

"v:  r t  r - 11 1 o .  l i e I  ...  '  chu_ c
1

.  ,  al l  c o V _ 

peopl e I  knei .-  re o ..rice � t h t t hey wer e ai r s,  i  o t o oo t o sc . col  newt 

day f or f ear of  what t he hakuj i n chi l d:  :n woul d say to t hen.  
er 

f ew of  the ma  ̂ cal m/ ni sei  argued t hat we shoul d al l  go t o school  

as usual  and cont i nue the nor mal  ways as much as possi bl e so that 

j q agr eed to t hi s.  
"On Monday I  went to school  and to oy wor k as usual .  7 .  i  ly 

-

?

"othi no;  happened i n t he st ore
 k

t  al l  except that one of  t h:  i i .  : i  

- Al l ows too"' :  ...11 of  .ho o '¿o.  wi t h J apanese 1 bel . :  oof  of  t he 

'.s-j  .  ..'silo.;,  di  i n
1

1 l i ke t hi s ver y much because he t hou ho i t  was 

a - er i  o o s t  i n, ; .  I  t ol l  hi m i t  di d i
f

t  :a ke any di  f  f  e i c e h o t l  o r 

�� It'-  w r i o i  m l ey that '  ..;  ,  I r .  dy _;c ic to J :  

;  



at " ,rl  r . , rhor.  

j ew I  went tc . .xrk on the car nd day f ol i o,  i  .  th :  t t ack,  

a Z �j.ccoi.i-.n m. i  :  r an the i nt er nal  1 x bureau of  Los a ;  :  c.  :  i n 

Lth r-t  a war r ant to cl ose t he at r e.  T ,  war r t  i  :  :  i  a.  

qs i t  .� us an l e ve i '  medi at el y.  >e al l  went to th-  bf a .ch st ore 

t t i t u ea -as t t:  e -  f el t  sor ry f or us.  "Tost of  t'  under ;  tood 

at t i ne.  " er ..  .r oal  -  V.  a ca lc a'  i  cu to r t al ked 

out of  t he store when t hey di sccve -ed th t i t  ras J  a le e cw l ed.  

of  t hen l i d not cone to cl asses f or about a w ek af t er Pear l  "ar -

bor .  " st of  the hah j i n student at school  w are i ndl f f ar -  i t .  � 

t  "=
S
y ,  ai t  to t he

 r

' ri _)l e "' J" J";  yai es,  Cl ub a id aske. . .  f .  a :  to i ve 

an asse :bl y r bgr am to the whol e st udent body i n order t o creat e a 

het t ,r under t endi ng.  The d-?i _. l e ' J " st ands f or the J ap a-



ni sei .  

a " 

I n t he r ef r esher cour ses
 1

 t ook pyschol ogy of  mi nor i t y mor al e and 
'  .

T 

he- mat i cs,  bl ue pr i  

i ng.  di dn' t 

t hat /a s s <.' i  

11 i n t h i  f ut ur e.  

' Si nce al l  of  t he
 J

a:  nese school s sc:.-  cl osed,  I  sen t o t
:  

Lvi t i es .  

l ar 3 "eet i n sn ".  I  t ol d � hem t h.  t  t he si  I s needed _;u i ds- i ce i n 

such an er er i cy ¡ er i od.  1 tel . " V en f  t  t he � ar ti  ht 1 st f or 

. 

mot her s t oget her as my mot her was a J ap nese school  t escher and I  
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t he J apanese Associ at i on and the J apanese school  went around and 

spoke i n f avor of  my pr ogr am to the par ent s.  He al so managed to 

get a l ot of  names f rom t he J apanese chur ch.  Mr .  Sugi machi  was hi s 

name.  He was a U. S. C.  gr aduat e and he was qui t e i nt erest ed i n the 

young peopl e' s pr ogr am.  Lat er on he got i nt erned because of  hi s 

connect i on wi t h the l anguage school ,  

"We got t he i ssei  mot her s def i ni t el y i nt erest ed i n t he "Y" 

pr ogr am.  The heads of  the
 ?,

Y" i n t urn want ed to hel p advi se ni sei  

gi r l s i n t i mes of  war and to pr ot ect t hem f rom possi bl e danger s.  

Lat er on t hey had an i dea t hat i f  t hey coul d get ni sei  gi r l s i n-

t erest ed i n t he pr ogr am,  t hese gi r l s woul d go to the camps and 

st ar t "Y' s" t her e.  Thi s was af t er I  l ef t .  I  l ef t  Cal i f or ni a be-

f ore t hi s pr ogr am got under way real  wel l  and Bet t y Hol man t ook 

over .  
Tt

Dur i ng the per i od af t er t he out br eak of  t he war ,  and unt i l  

I  l ef t  Cal i f or ni a,  I  t ended to have more r esponsi bi l i t y f or my 

f ami l y.  Thi s was because my mot her was i nt erned as a l anguage 

t eacher .  We had to t hi nk of  our i ncome si nce most of  i t  was cut 

of f .  We t ook out money out of  the bank and a Caucasi an f r i end put 

i t  i n her checki ng account so that i t  woul d not be f r ozen.  My 

mot her was doi ng house cl eani ng at var i ous pl aces so I  t ook over 

t hi s j ob.  I  had to qui t school  af t er t hat .  Thi s was i n Febr uar y 

1942.  My mot her had about f our of  t hese day wor k j obs and she 

was apai d by the hour .  By that t i me i t  became f ai r l y obvi ous t hat 

we were goi ng to be evacuat ed.  

"I  di dn' t see why I  shoul d work so hard by the hour i n my 

mot her ' s wor k.  A l ot of  t he J apanese busi nesses wer e al r eady 

cl osi ng out and t here were pl ent y of  j obs as hel per s.  My gi r l  
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f r i end got me a j ob i n a J apanese ar t goods st ore i n Los Angel es.  

When I  went over t here to see about t he j ob,  t he f ront doors wer e 

al l  l ocked.  I  had to ent er by the si de door and I  di dn' t know 

why t hey kept the mai n door s cl osed.  I nsi de i t  was packed wi t h 

peopl e who wer e buyi ng out ever yt hi ng.  The compl et e st ock of  the 

st ore was bei ng sol d at a sacr i f i ce and t hey had to r at i on t he 

number of  peopl e comi ng i n and out i n order t o cont rol  t hem.  I  

began to wor k as a sal es cl erk t here and i t  di dn' t make any di f f -

erence whet her I  knew J apanese or not si nce al l  cust omers wer e 

Caucasi an.  

"When t he cur f ew came i nt o ef f ect ,  I  di dn' t know whet her I  

coul d go over to Los n̂gel es or not f r om my home.  I  cal l ed the 

WCCA of f i ce and t hey di dn' t knowanyt hi ng about i t .  I  di dn' t i n-

qui r e any f ur t her but I  cont ¡.nued t o dr i ve over to st ore every day 

even t hough i t  was much over 5 mi l es f r om my home.  I  was caref ul  

t o get i n by 8 o' cl ock i n the eveni ng t hough.  I n the mean t i me 

evacuat i on had al r eady st ar t ed ahd peopl e wer e al r eady goi ng to 

Manzanar .  My f at her went wi t h one of  the advance vol unt eer crew 

whi l e the rest of  us st ayed feehi nd.  The r esponsi bi l i t y of  the 

f ami l y r est ed upon the ol der chi l dren si nce my mot her was i n-

t er ned.  Al l  of  t hese movement s spl i t  the f ami l y up qui t e a bi t  

and we have never been al t oget her si  i ce that t i me.  

"We want ed to get our house al l  cl eared up and ready f or the 

evacuat i on.  I  was doi ng my own per sonal  packi ng at the same t i me 

and i t  was under st ood t hat JL woul dn' t go wi t h t he rest of  the 

f ami l y as t hey knew I  was goi ng east to go to school .  We had 

qui t e a t i me rent i ng our house out and we al l  pi t ched i n t oget her 

and pai nt ed i t  up to make i t  more at t r act i ve.  
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"I  had f i r st st ar t ed to t hi nk of  goi ng east al ong i n J anuar y.  

I  had or i gi nal l y pl anned to come out to school  some t i me anyway and 

I  f el t  t hat I  woul d have to hast en i t .  I  di dn' t have any def i ni t e 

school  pi cked out al t ho I  pl anned to l ook f or a smal l  school  i n 

t he $i ddl ewest or i n t he east ,  At t hat t i me I  di dn' t know t hat 

cer t ai n school s woul d be on the r est r i ct ed l i st .  My i mmedi at e 

ci rcl e of  f r i ends wer e al so t hi nki ng of  vol unt ar y evacuat i on and I  

pi cked up courage f rom t hem.  I  cer t ai nl y di dn' t want to r emai n i n 

t he west coast as I  f i gured t hat event ual l y t hat everyone woul d be 

put i n camps anyway.  

"George Mor i kawa,  Henr y Nagamat su and Yosh Tashi r o ( thi s i s 

a psuedonym whi l e t he ot her t wo are r eal  names) came over one day 

and asked me what 1 was goi ng to do.  I  t ol d t hem that 1 was t ry-

i ng to go east but I  di dn' t know exact l y how I  woul d go.  They 

sai d t hey wer e goi ng to get out of  t he r est r i ct ed ar ea al so.  They 

sai d they woul d go by car and t hey of f ered to t ake me al ong or 

el se of f er to l oan me some money to go by t r ai n.  I  knew Yoshi  

Taa?shi ro wel l  si nce I  l i ved wi t h hi s f at her who was a mi ni st er .  

These f el l ows al l  had pr et t y good j obs i n the Uni ver si t y except 

Henr y who was wor ki ng f or Dougl as Ai r cr af t ahd they di dn' t want to 

get st randed i n Cal i f or ni a.  They t hought that i f  t hey went t o a 

cent er they mi ght not be abl e to appl y any of  t hei r ski l l s si nce 

the camp woul d not be wel l  devel oped! They had good j obs they had 

to l eave and t hey t hought chances woul d be bet t er i f  t hey got out 

to anot her sect i on of  the count r y.  Anot her t hi ng that bot hered 

t hem was t hat they di dn' t l i ke the t hi ngs that the J ACL was doi ng.  

They f el t  t hat t her e woul dn' t be a chance i n camp wher e peopl e 

l i ke us si nce the J ACL l eader s woul d t ry to l ord i t  over ever yone.  
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We f i gured t hat i f  t he J apanese coul d not cooperat e out si de of  

camp then i t  woul d be a hel l  hol e i nsi de of  i t  and we di dn' t want 

any par t of  i t .  I  can l ook back upon t hi s t hi ng more cal ml y now 

but we cer t ai nl y wer e di st ur bed by many t hi ngs.  We t r i ed to make 

an advent ur e out of  i t  and we di d have qui t e a bi t  of  f un,  but we 

al so wer e pl ent y wor r i ed.  Now I  can l ook back on i t and j ust re-

member the exi ci t i ng and pl easant t hi ngs but t here wer e moment s 

when I  was pani cky.  I  t r i ed to keep cal m most of  the t i me so that 

t he ner vous f eel i ng woul d not over come al l  of  us who went .  

"We t al ked about l eavi ng f or several  de.ys and we deci ded to 

l eave bef ore the vol unt ar y evacuat i on was st opped.  Yosh was a 

non- ci t i zen and he di dn' t want to get caught i n t he whol e mess.  

Ther e was anot her gi r l  who had a car and she want ed me to vol un-

t ar i l y evacuat e wi t h her .  Her f ami l y was pret t y wel l  of f  so t hat 

she had money to go back east t o school .  I  t ol d her t hat I  had 

al r eady pl anned to go wi t h anot her group so t hat she f i nal l y de-

ci ded t o st ay back and be evacuat ed and t hen t ry to get out l at er .  

Thi s gi r l  i s st i l l  i n camp.  

"Af t er we made our def i ni t e deci si on to go,  George Mor i kawa 

went home to f i nd out what hi s f ami l y was pl anni ng to do.  He 

di dn' t want them to t hi nk that he was r unni ng out on t hem.  We 

wai t ed around f or hi m but he di dn' t r et ur n.  Fi nal l y we got i m-

pat i ent si nce we coul dn' t wai t ar ound much l onger so t hat Henr y,  

Yosh and I  deci ded t o go on by our sel ves.  We had to get our per -

mi t f rom the WGCA bef or e we coul d l eave the st at e.  Yosh had to 

get a speci al  permi t because of  hi s non- ci t i zen st at us.  At the 

l ast moment Henr y sai d he was br i ngi ng Smi l y al ong as t hey wer e 

pl anni ng to get mar r i ed and that was a bi g surpr i se to us.  At 
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the l ast moment Geor ge wr ot e and t ol d us t hat hi s mot her ,  br ot her ,  

Ken,  and si st er ,  Ri yo,  wer e comi ng al ong and he sai d that hi s 

ot her si st er was r emai ni ng behi nd to set t l e the l ast f ami l y 

af f ai r s.  We al l  had di f f erent cars i n our par t y.  

"I  had a pr et t y hard t i me get t i ng my permi t f r om the WCCA.  

They t ol d us t hat we had to have a def i ni t e addr ess to go to be-

f ore a permi t woul d be grant ed t o us.  George sai d that he had a 

2- acr e pl ace i n Bur ke Bennet t ,  Texas and t here was a house t her e.  

So Yosh gave as t hat as hi s dest i nat i on.  George and hi s f ami l y 

l i st ed t hat addr ess al so as wel l  as Henr y and Emi l y.  I  di dn' t 

know what to put as my dest i nat i on as t here wer e t oo many peopl e 

goi ng to that pl ace and i t  l ooked suspi ci ous.  Ther e was a aakuj i n 

gi r l  I  knew back east so I  t hought of  usi ng her addr ess.  However ,  

she l i ved i n Mar yl and and I  woul d have to pay the t r anspor t at i on 

f rom Texas to my hakuj i n gi r l  f r i end' s home and that woul d have 

been too great an expense f or me.  I  di dn' t know what to do but 

t he WCCA f i nal l y accept ed Texas as my dest i nat i on al so af t er 

George t ol d t hem he had a bi g house t her e.  

"I  was qui t e r el i eved when t hi s was set t l ed but the WCCA 

st i l l  put anot her obst acl e i n my way.  They sai d that 1 had to get 

my par ent ' s permi ssi on to go wi t h t hi s par t y as i t  was not i n l i ne 

wi t h soci al  t r adi t i ons f or a si ngl e gi r l  t o be t r avel i ng wi t h 3 

f el l ows.  I  t ol d t hem t hat I  was ol d enough to make up my mi nd on 

t hi ngs and f ur t her mor e my par ent s di d not car e.  I  t ol d t hem t hat 

t hey coul d wr i t e to my f at her i n Manzanar and my mot her i n t he 

i nt ernment camp i f  they di d not bel i eve me.  Fi nal l y I  ment i oned 

that Yosh*s f at her was r ever end.  I  sai d I  coul d get a wr i t t en 

st at ement f rom t hem that Mr s.  Mor i kaaa was goi ng al ong wi t h us and 



- 43-

she woul d l ook af t er the gr oup.  I t  was a Sunday so I  went over t o 

Rev.  Tashi r o' s house and he wr ot e a l et t er to the WCCA sayi ng t hat 

we wer e ol d f ami l y f r i ends and that he t rust ed us,  et c. ,  et c.  The 

WCCA was convi nced and they gave us the per mi t .  Thi s was on Mar .  

29,  1942.  

"We were al l  set to go t hat day but Yosh was havi ng hi s car 

overhaul ed and the mechani cs wer e sl ow about i t .  I  was havi ng 

f i t s as we had to be out of  t hat ar ea by next mor ni ng or el se our 

per mi t s woul d be no l onger of  any use.  We al l  agreed to t r avel  

l i ght and t ake one gr i p aoi ece so t hat we woul d have r oom i n the 

car f or al l  of  us.  We ar r anged f or havi ng the rest of  our t hi ngs 

sent out l at er .  George ôr i kawa got i mpat i ent and he l ef t f or 

San Di ego to pi ck up hi s f ami l y member s and we agreed t o meet 

l at er on at some ci t y near the bor der of  Cal i f or ni a.  Geor ge was 

al so supposed to pi ck up Henr y and Emi l y.  We deci ded that we 

woul d meet at San Ber nar di no and t hen Henr y and Emi l y coul d get 

i nt o our car as Yosh was goi ng to be del ayed i n get t i ng of f .  

"I t  was a pr et t y hect i c t i me but we f i nal l y managed to get 

of f .  I  was pret t y exci t ed and i t  was al so qui t e an exper i ence.  

We dr ove r i ght st r ai ght t hr ough but we mi ssed Geor ge
T

s car i n San 

Ber nar di  no so t hat we went on t owards Ar i zona.  Lat e t hat ni ght we 

caught up wi t h them and we wer e ver y surpr i sed because Henr y and 

Emi l y had a car of  t hei r own.  They had brought al l  of  t hei r 

baggage wi t h t hem.  We wer e pr et t y gr i ped about t hat because i t  

hi d been agreed that we t ake one bag api ece and here we hdda a 

whol e empt y back seat because of  t hat .  We coul d have t aken a l ot 

more t hi ngs i f  we had known Henr y was goi ng to have a oar 6f  hi s 

own.  Geor ge had a sedan f or hi s f ami l y and he had a smal l  t r ai l er 
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f i l l ed wi t h baggage .  I t  was t i ed down wi t h canvas and r ope.  

"George l ed the way as he coul d not go ver y f ast si nce he had 

a heavi er l oad.  Our smal l  car avan l ooked l i ke an oki e mi gr at i on,  

onl y we wer e goi ng i n the ot her di r ect i on,  i t  was qui t e exci t i ng 

but Mr s.  Mor i kawa was f r i ght ened si nce she was an i ssei .  As we 

crossed the br i dge i nto Ar i zona we wer e st opped by the border 

guar ds.  They exami ned our bel ongi ngs to see i f  we had any guns or 

ot her cont raband goods and af t er t hey were sat i sf i ed t hat our per -

mi t s al l owed us to t r avel ,  t hey t ol d us to hur r y up and get t hr ough 

the st at e of  Ar i zona and not to st op any pl ace to l i ve or i t  woul d 

be t oo bad f or us.  We di dn' t pay any at t ent i on to hi m at al l .  

"We wer e dr i vi ng al ong l ooki ng at the deser t scene when 

Geor ge and Henr y al l  of  a sudden got an i dea that they want ed to 

see t he Grand Canyon.  Thi s was about 100 mi l es of f  our cour se.  

We di dn' t t hi nk i t  was such a good i dea as we knew t hat we shoul d 

get out of  the r est r i ct ed zone as soon as possi bl e.  We st opped and 

t al ked i t  over f or 15 mi nut es and f i nal l y we deci ded to go see 

Grand Canyon anyway bedause we woul d not have a chance f or a l ong 

t i mes.  Mr s.  Mor i kawa was agai nst i t  and she t hought sure t hat  we 

woul d get ar r est ed.  We dr oge the rest of  t heway to Grand Canyon 

and af t er we got t here we r ent ed a cabi n i n some r esor t .  

"We enj oyed the vi ew of  the Gr and Canyon i mmensel y but af t er 

a whi l e we got hungr y.  Ther e wasn' t any pl ace to eat and i t  was 

f or t unat e w i  had a bi g box of  sandwi ches whi ch I  brought al ong.  

The ot her peopl e i n our caravan wer e so exci t ed about l eavi ng t hat 

t hey di d not t hi nk of  sandwi ches,  "e had pl ent y to go around t ho.  

"Thi s was real l y t he f i r st t i me i n over a week that we had a 

chance to stop and t hi nk cal ml y.  I  suppose t hat ' s why we had such 
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a deep and r est f ul  sl eep,  that f i r st ni ght out .  Our f eel i ng v/as 

that we wer e runni ng away l i ke f ugi t i ve f rom an awf ul  mess al t ho 

we had mi xed f eel i ngs,  I  t hi nk that we wer e r el i eved to t hi nk that 

we wer e get t i ng out of  the mess on the coast .  Yet ,  t here was a 

bewi l der ment among us because we di dn' t know exact l y what we were 

goi ng to do af t er we got to Texas.  W
e
 di dn' t know how the hakuj i n 

peopl e woul d t reat us and t here was al so a t hought t hat t here mi ght 

possi bl y be some vi ol ence.  W
e
 di dn' t know whet her the st or es 

woul d sel l  us f ood and gas because of  t he r i si ng f eel i ng of  ant a� 

goni sm.  We di dn' t have t roubl e about gasol i ne because one of  my 

ol d f r i ends who ran a servi ce st at i on gave me the name of  hi s 

br ot her i n Ar i zona who al so ran a servi ce st at i on.  We st opped 

t here f or gasol i ne and t hat was enough to t ake as acr oss t he st at e.  

"The next mor ni ng we st ar t ed out on our t r i p agai n.  We came 

down f r om the Grand Canyon and t he r oads wer e pr et t y deser t ed.  I  

was dr i vi ng one car and Ri yo was dr i vi ng the ot her .  Henr y drove 

hi s own.  We got to R8 raci ng a l i t t l e and al l  of  a sudden a St at e 

pat r ol man st opped us f or speedi ng.  W
e
 wer e pr et t y f r i ght ened at 

t hi s.  When he saw us he asked us i mmedi at el y f or our per mi t .  Ke 

want ed to know what we wer e doi ng out t her e.  We t ol d hi m our des-

t i nat i on and he war ned us to st ay on our course and keep movi ng.  

Then he l et us go on wi t hout gi vi ng us a t i cket f or speedi ng.  

There was a l et - down af t er t hat and we drove and drove as we want ed 

to get to Al buquer que wher e we coul d get hot f ood and a bat h.  We 

di dn
f

t  t hi nk we shoul d st op at any smal l  t own al ong the way because 

t here m. ght be a host i l e f eel i ng t oward us.  Towar ds eveni ngs we 

got i nt o Al buquer que,  New Mexi co and i t  was no t roubl e al l  to 

get r eservat i on i n a beaut i f ul  moder n t our i st camp.  The beds wer e 
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so comf or t abl e.  We rent ed t wo rooms and f our f el l ows t ook one 

r oom and Mr s.  Mor i kawa and t he other gi r l s t ook the ot her .  

"Af t er we got set t l ed i n our cabi ns we deci ded t o go out and 

eat .  We di dn' t t hi nk i t  was so wi se to go out i n one group so we 

Yosh and I  separat ed f rom the ot her s.  We want ed to get away f r om 

the gr oup anyway and go sj hl urge on a bi g meal  i n a ni ce pl ace.  We 

went to one of  the l arger eat i ng pl aces i n Al buquer que.  Ther e wer e 

a l ot of  I ndi an and Mexi can wai t er s t her e.  We wer e qui t e surpr i sed 

when Yosh was mi st aken f or a Mexi can.  One of  t hewai t er s cal l ed hi m 

Pancho.  We di dn' t have a si ngl e bi t  of  t r oubl e i n Al buquer que.  We 

went to one of  the bi gger hot el s to buy bor i ® aci d to wash our 

eyes out wi th,  and everyone qas qui t e cour t eous to us.  

"The next mor ni ng we al l  went i n a group to eat br eakf ast i n 

a r est aur ant .  The hakuj i n peopl e l ooked at us cur i ousl y but no 

one bot her ed us at al l .  Af t er we at e we went of f  the shop f or 

about 2 hour s as we want ed t o get some suppl i es accumul at ed.  

George had to go get hi s shor t - wave radi o di sconnect ed because we 

di dn' t want to get i nt o t r oubl e over t hat .  Af t er t hat we al l  

st ar t ed out agai n.  Our next st op was our dest i nat i on i n Texas.  

Thi s was our t hi rd day out .  
r ,

We di dn' t ar r i ve at our dest i nat i on that t hi rd eveni ng so we 

had to st op i n a l i t t l e t own i n nor t h Texas.  I t  was get t i ng l fcte 

so we st ar t ed t o l ook f or a t our i st camp.  We coul dn' t f i nd any so 

we went to ask a gas st at i on at t endant f or i nf or mat i on.  He f i nal l y 

di rected us to a f ai r l y ni ce pl ace and we got rooms and st ar t ed to 

unpack our t hi ngs.  We wer e doi ng t hi s when the pol i ce came.  

' ' It  was a f unny f eel i ng t o have t hose pol i ce come and ask us 

so many quest i ons.  We mi ght j ust as wel l  been f ugi t i ves f r om j us-
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t i ce because t hey were so suspi ci ous of  us.  They t ook us down to 

the pol i ce st at i on f or i nt er vi ews.  We wer e asked a l ot of  quest -

i ons about our pl ans,  dest i nat i ons,  et c.  f i nal l y t hey were con-

vi nced t hat we had a def i ni t e dest i nat i on.  Then the chi ef  war ned 

us to be car ef ul .  He sai d that a l ot of  boys i n t he Ar my wer e 

get t i ng ki l l ed by the J ap sol di er s and the peopl e of  Texas wer e 

pr et t y ar oused about t hi s so we had bet t er get on out of  the t own 

r i ght away.  We t ol d t hem that we wer e al l  out of  t he mi l i t ar y 

zone and that we coul d not be f or ced al ong l i ke t hi s.  We sai d 

that we pl an to st ay i n t hat t own f or t hree days i n order to r est 

up.  The pol i ce saw that he coul dn' t convi nce us t o go on so he 

r el uct ant l y okayed us.  I  t hought t he whol e t hi ng was exci t i ng and 

ki nd of  f un.  I  di dn' t have too many f ear s about possi bl e vi ol ence.  

Mr s.  Mor i kawa was the onl y one who was act ual l y f r i ght ened by what 

was sai d.  We managed to cal m her down t hough.  I  suppose that a 

l ot of  our gai et y on the t r i p was di r ect l y due to t hi s.  We di dn' t 

want to gi ve i n t o the f ears t hat Mr s.  Mor i kawa had al ong the t r i p 

so that we at t empt ed to di smi ss t hem l i ght l y.  I  t hi nk t hat t hi s 

made our t r i p much bet t er .  

"We went back to our apar t ment s i n the t our i st camp.  There 

was a ki t chent t e i n one of  t hem so t hat we deci ded t o cook and eat 

i n so that we woul dn' t have t oo many cont act s wi t h the t ownspeopl e.  

However ,  we di d go out f or a wal k dur i ng the day and the t owns-

peopl e seemed ni ce to us.  W
e
 never had any t r oubl e at al l .  The 

pol i ce wat ched us al l  t hree days we were t her e.  Dur i ng the even-

i ngs we t al ked unt i l  l ate hour s on what we woul d do af t er we got 

to our dest i nat i on.  We coul dn' t make up our mi nds so t hat we f i n-

al l y deci ded to go to Bur ke- Bennet ,  Texas where Geor ge had hi s two 
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acres and house.  We f i gured t hat we coul d make up our mi nds af t er 

we got t her e.  We r est ed up f or a f ew days,  ĥe hoys wr ot e l et t er s 

back to t hei r f or mer empl oyer s and col l ege f r i ends to t el l  about 

t hei r pl ans f or goi ng on to school .  The rest of  us cl eaned up as» 

best as wei  coul d.  I  di dn' t have much cl ot hi ng as I  had onl y 

brought one gr i p.  

"When we f i nal l y di d l eave that t own,  t he pol i ce escor t ed us 

out .  They must have phoned to t he next t own because the pol i ce 

wer e wai t i ng f or us when we got t her e.  They ?/ere af rai d t hat we 

wer e goi ng to l i ve t here too so t hey war ned us to go on.  The 

t hi rd t i me t hi s happened Yosh deci ded to t r i ck t hem.  We l ef t t he 

car avan and ent ered the t own i n anot her way and we met the rest of  

t he par t y l at er on.  Af t er t hat we wer e not bot her ed any mor e wi t h 

pol i ce escor t s.  We drove al l  day and al l  ni ght so that we woul d 

not have to st op i n any more t owns bef or e get t i ng to our dest i na-

t i on.  

"I  was dr i vi ng the.  car ear l y the f ol l owi ng mor ni ng when we hi t 

our dest i nat i on.  I  can' t descr i be t he f eel i ng of  di sappoi nt ment 

t hat came over us.  We t hought t hat the t own had 7C0C popul at i on 

and I  was ant i ci pat i ng a t own si mi l ar t o Havre wher e I  had l i ved.  

But ,  i t  was a st i nky l i t t l e t own and t here coul dn' t have been over 

500 popul at i on i n i t .  '-¡-'here wer e ol d men si t t i ng ar ound and dark-

i es wal ki ng ar ound the st reet i n a shuf f l i ng pace.  Women wer e 

goi ng around wi t h bonnet s and t hey wer e dressed ver y poor l y.  I t  

was j ust l i ke t hose f r ont i er t owns whi ch you see i n the west er n 

movi es.  

"*Ye l ooked al l  over f or Geor ge' s house but we coul dn' t l ocat e 

i t .  Fi nal l y I  saw a l i t t l e shack i n the di st ance and I  j oki ngl y 
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sai d t hat thi s was the pl ace.  Sure enough,  i t  was the house and 

the �' f arm».  I  never saw a mor e mi ser abl e pl ace i n al l  my l i i ' e.  

Even the sl um di st r i ct s I  have l i ved i n i n Mont ana was l uxury com-

pared t o t hi s.  The wi ndows of  the shack wer e al l  bor der ed up.  

Ther e was a ni ce st oge i nsi de but no gas.  i
!

he shack was f i l l ed 

wi t h dust and t here was no el ect r i ci t y or r unni ng wat er .  I t  con-

si st ed of  two smal l  r ooms whi ch di d not occupy a t ot al  space of  

more t han 20 by 20 f eet .  

"I n spi t e of  our i ni t i al  di smay,  we wer e r el i eved to get t o 

our dest i nat i on.  We t r i ed to j oke about i t  by sayi ng that we wer e 

not goi ng to st ay there per manent l y.  George sai d that we coul d 

cl ean the pl ace up and per haps bunk down f or the ni ght .  We were 

wonder i ng when the pol i ce woul d come.  We had no sooner sai d t hi s 

when sure enough the pr ovost mar shal  of  the Ar my and the »Ci ty 

manager
1

 came dr i vi ng up.  They exami ned our per mi t s and they con-

cl uded that i t  was okay.  The pr ovost mar shal  sai d that the t owns-

peopl e had sent hi m ur gent phone cal l  t hat a J ap i nvasi on had come 

t o t hei r - own so he had come out to i nvest i gat e.  

"There was an ai r corps camp wi t h 54, 000 men r i ght near out 

shack.  The ci t y manager t ol d us t hat we coul d not get any gas or 

wat er unl ess we got per mi ssi on f rom the nei ghbor .  However ,  he 

sai d t hat thi s nei ghbbr was i n t he âvy so we woul d have to do 

wi t hout .  We got wor r i ed then so we asked the pr ovost mar shal  i f  

we coul d go to Wi chi t a Fal l s,  Texas to st ay.  He t ook the boys to 

the Array camp and t hey had l unch t her e.  They l ef t Ken,  Geor ge' s 

younger brot her behi nd,  to "prot ect us*.  

"Several  Ar my men came al ong i n a car and we di scussed the 

dumb peopl e of  Bur ke- Bennet who wer e so f r i ght ened of  us.  I t  was 



- 50-

qui t e a j oke.  A l i t t l e l at er t he pr ovost manager cane back and 

he t ook us per sonal l y to Wi chi t a Fal l s and f ound us a pl ace i n a 

moder n t our i st camp.  W
e
 had to eat out .  W

e
 coul dn' t deci de on 

what we shoul d do next .  I  deci ded that t he i mmedi at e t hi ng was to 

f i nd 

a l ar ger apar t ment wher e we coul d t hi nk and keep out of  each 

ot her»s way.  Af t er t hree days I  managed t o f i nd a pl ace and we 

moved i n.  I t  was much more conveni ent f or us to set up house-

keepi ng.  

"George and hi s si st er ,  Bi y
0
,  f i nal l y deci ded to go on a t r i p 

to f i nd out the best school  f or us to ent er .  We t hought t hat i t  

woul d be cheaper i f  t hey went and we coul d wai t behi nd and r est ,  

unt i l  t hey came back.  I n the meant i me Dougl as Ai r cr af t Go.  was 

sendi ng Henr y l et t er s about possi bl e j ob cont act s i n t he east .  

Yosh was sendi ng l et t er s  ̂ back to Cal - Tech to f i ni sh up some of  

hi s busi ness t her e.  I  was i n no hur r y as I  f el t  t hat I  coul d f i nd 

a school  or el se go to work i f  necessar y.  I  f i gur ed t hat t he new 

school  t er m woul dn' t open up unt i l  summer sessi on or f al l  anyway.  

I  agreed t o st ay wi t h the group unt i l  everyone was t aken care of .  

"Af t er a whi l e i t  got ver y bor i ng as we had t o st ay there 3 

mont hs al t oget her .  Geor ge and &i yo went to i nvest i gat e al l  t he 

school s i n the mi ddl ewest .  One ni ght he phoned l ong di st ance and 

t ol d 

us that al l  of t he uni ver si t i es wer e cl osed to us by army 

or der s.  Thi s âs qui t e a shock to al l  of  us and we had to deci de 

on somet hi ng el se.  I  t hought i t  was no use my st ayi ng t here and 

hol di ng t hi ngs t oget her .  I  was si ck f or about a week once because 

of  al l  the nervous t ensi on.  I t  wasn' t me that got so exci t ed so 

much as the ot her peopl e and t hi s got on my ner ves.  Yosh and I  

coul an
1

t  l eave unt i l  George and Bi yo got back as we had agreed t o 
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st ay.  

" I n t he meant i me Henr y and ¿Smi l y suddenl y l ef t ,  as Henr y had 

r ecei ved a j ob of f er wi t h Cur t i s Ai r cr af t i n Buf f al o,  N. Y.  Henr y 

and Smi l y had got t en mar r i ed secr et l y i n Wi chi t a Fal l s .  I  happened 

t o see t he name of  a J apanese coupl e i n t he vi t al  st at i s t i cs sect -

i on and i t  al l  came out .  We had champagne and cake t o cel ebr at e 

t hei r mar r i age j ust bef or e t hey l ef t .  I t  must have been har d f or 

t hem because t he gi r l s and boys st ayed i n t he separ at e r ooms unt i l  

t he end.  i "hey t ook naps i n t he af t er noon whi l e we* wer e out of  

t he house t hough.  We wer e l i vi ng no bet t er t han t he peopl e i n 

camp accor di ng t o some of  t he l et t er s whi ch we r ecei ved.  

'̂ Dur i ng t he 3 mont hs we wer e t her e,  we got l i br ar y car ds out 

and r ead books .  W
e
 al so wr ot e l et t er s ,  l i s t ened t o t he r adi o and 

went t o movi es ,  A l ot of  our t i me was spent i n di scuss i ng t he eva-

cuat i on,  at t i t ude of  peopl e i n t own and our pr obl ems .  Dur i ng t he 

day we went swi mmi ng,  pl ayed t enni s or el se pr act i ce gol f .  Once 

i n a whi l e we woul d go t o dr i nk beer ,  '-¡-he r est of  t he t i me we 

l oaf ed ar ound and t ook i t  easy.  We aei  s l ept l at e al most ever y 

day.  Yosh and 1 r ead or st udi ed unt i l  qui t e l at e at ni ght .  

" I n t i me,  we got t he househol d r out i ne or gani zed.  At f i r st 

we had t aken t ur ns t o cook t he meal s .  Hoy/ ever we f ound t hat t he 

meal s wer e not wel l  pl anned and i t  was cost i ng us t oo much.  \7e 

t al ked t he whol e t hi ng over and f i nal l y I  deci ded t o t ake over al l  

t he cooki ng so I  coul d cut t he expense i n hal f .  We kept t r ack of  

al l  expendi t ur es so we coul d di vi de i t  among us .  The ot her gi r l s 

di d t he di shes .  The onl y meal  we at e t oget her was di nner .  The 

ot her meal s had t o be on t hei r own as none of  us got up at t he 

same t i me.  Henr y had gone t o wor k soon af t er ar r i vi ng i n Wi chi t a 
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f or the l ocal  Dougl as . Ai rcraf t pl ant and Bmi l y went over to hel p 

hi m.  Occasi onal l y I  al so went down t o draw some of  the bl uepr i nt s.  

I  t hi nk t hat our st ay t here was about the hardest on Yosh because 

he had not hi ng def i ni t e to occupy hi m dur i ng t he day.  We wer e 

al so kept busy cooki ng and doi ng t he washi ng.  
f t

I  di dn' t have ver y much t o wear as I  had onl y brought one 

sui t case.  That ' s why I  had to wash my t hi ngs al most ever y day so 

that I  woul d have a change.  We went down to t he Sear s Eoebuck and 

shopped f or summer cl ot hes.  We al so sent back f or some mor e of  

our l uggage.  Al l  of  t hese t hi ngs kept us pr et t y wel l  occupi ed.  

On Sundays Ri yo and I  went to chur ch.  Once we t ook her mot her to 

a speci al  mot her ' s day servi ce and t hat was about the onl y t i me 

that she ever weat out dur i ng our st ay t her e.  The rest of  us 

woul d go to Bur ke- Bennet t several  t i mes a week f or our mai l .  

"I n spi t e of  t hi s,  I  was get t i ng pr et t y bored so I  deci ded to 

t ry f or a r egul ar j ob.  I  was al so i n need of  t he money si nce I  

had no r egul ar i ncome.  I  put an Ad i n t he newspaper and t hen 

st ar t ed to go out on my own.  I  t r i ed to get a j ob as a t ypi st i n 

a hot el  t here but I  was t ur ned  ̂ down f or t hi s.  I  got a number of  

cal l s f or domest i c wor k f r om my newspaper Ad so I  went to i nt er -

vi ew sever al  of  the pr ospect i ve empl oyer .  One l ady of f ered me 

a week to do al l  t he housewor k and cooki ng Eor her f ami l y of  

t hr ee.  I  di dn' t l i ke the hour s and the pay so I  t urned i t  down.  

Al l  of  t he rest of  t he domest i c of f er s wer e cheap l i ke t hi s.  

«I n our eveni ng di scussi ons we began to t al k more and more of  

l eavi ng as soon as George and hi s si st er came back f rom t hi er t our 

of  mi ddl ewest school s.  "?e had to wai t f or t hem si nce he coul d 

gi ve us some i dea of  what school s we coul d enr ol l  i n.  I  wasn' t 
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t oo concer ned about what I  woul d do as my br ot her Car l  had gone 

t o Madi son,  i s .  i n t he meant i me and I  knew t hat I  coul d go t her e 

anyt i me t o s t ay.  Car l  had a t eachi ng f el l owshi p at t he Uni ver s i t y 

of  Wi scons i n.  Ther e was one ot her ni sei  t her e when Car l  ar r i ved.  

Eecause of  some compl i cat i ons ,  t he Uni ver s i t y t ook t he f el l owshi p 

away f r om Car l .  The ot her ni sei  gc t̂ o st ay on as t he Al umni  Asso-

ci at i on pai d hi s wages and some of  t he i nst r uct or s al so cont r i but ed 

t o t hi s f und.  Car l  di d not have anyone l i ke t hi s t o back hi m up 

so t hat he was j ust wai t i ng ar ound hopi ng t hat t he school  woul d be 

opened up t o hi m.  

" I n J u#e,  1942,  Geor ge f i nal l y got back t o Wi chi t a.  He t al ked 

f avor abl y f or t he Uni ver s i t y of  Mi nnesot a and al so sai d t hat t her e 

wer e a l ot of  school s ar ound Chi cago.  Af t er t al ki ng i t  over f or 

qui t e a ĥi l e he suggest ed t hat t he Uni ver s i t y of  Wi scons i n was t he 

best bet f or Yosh so we deci ded t o go up t her e and j oi n Car l .  I  

want ed t o go on ahead wi t h Yosh as I  coul dn' t st and wai t i ng ar ound 

any l onger as Geor ge kept put t i ng t hi ngs of f  t oo much.  I  got t he 

house i n or der and Yosh and I  went on ahead.  

" Geor ge and hi s f ami l y sai d t hat t hey wer e goi ng t o Chi cago.  

They gave Dr .  Tashi r o' s addr ess as t hei r dest i nat i on so t hat t hey 

coul d get a per mi t t o t r avel .  Yosh and I  deci ded t o go t o St .  

Lomi s bef or e headi ng f or Wi scons i n si nce he had a poss i bl e j ob 

pr ospect t her e.  Or i gi nal l y Yosh had pl anned t o go t o t he Uni ver -

s i t y of  Washi ngt on i n St .  Loui s but t he school  was absol ut el y 

cl osed t o hi m when he had cont act ed t hem.  The school  boar d t ur ned 

hi m down as no J apanese was bei ng t aken at t hat t i me.  I n St .  

Loui s Yosh went ar ound t o some of  t he l ar ge beer pl ant s t o t r y 

and get a j ob as a chemi st .  Not hi ng def i ni t e t ur ned up so t hat we 
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cont i nued on t o Madi son.  

" Two days l at er Geor ge and hi s f ami l y l ef t Wi chi t a.  They 

came di r ect l y t o Chi cago so t hat t hey wer e her e ahead of  us si nce 

we had t aken a det our t o Madi son.  Or i gi nal l y we di d not pl an t o 

come t o Chi cago but event s f or ced us t o r evi se our pl ans .  Geor ge 

r ent ed an apar t ment on t he sout hsi de and he wr ot e t o us and sai d 

t hat t her e woul d be r oom f or us t her e i f  we deci ded t o come t o 

Chi cago.  At t hat t i me we had no i nt ent i on of  doi ng t hi s .  I n Mad-

i son Yosh and I  l ooked up Car l  and t hen Yosh st ar t ed t o make t he 

r ounds t o vi s i t  t he var i ous pr of essor s t o f i nd out what chance he 

had.  Ther e was not hi ng t her e f or hi m i n t he way o  ̂ wor k or i n 

gr aduat e s t udi es .  Yosh al so cont act ed t he Cancer Resear ch t o see 

about a j ob but he was t ur ned down.  I t  seems t hat a l ot of  pl aces 

want ed t o hi r e hi m because of  hi s abi l i t y,  but t hey had no aut hor -

i t y t o put an al i en J apanese on t he payr ol l .  

" Dur i ng t hi s t i me I  deci ded t o i nvest i gat e my chances f or 

enr ol l i ng i n t he uni ver s i t y.  I  went t o t he under gr aduat e di vi s i on 

and t hey t ol d me t hat l  woul d get i n.  I  t hought t hi s was st r ange 

because t hey woul d not al l ow gr aduat e st udent s t o enr ol l .  I  

want ed t o go t her e but t he non- r es i dence t ui t i on f ee was t oo hi gh 

f or me so I  had t o gi ve up t hat i dea,  dur i ng t he t i me we wer e 

t her e we l ooked up qui t e a f ew of  t he ni sei .  Most of  t he t i me we 

t al ked about t he evacuat i on pr obl em.  &ome of  t he ni sei  s t udent s 

had been i n Madi son dur i ng t he evacuat i on so t hey di dn' t know any-

t hi ng about i t .  They wer e pr et t y wor r i ed about t hei r f ami l i es so 

we t ol d t hem about t he gener al  s i t uat i on and t hi s seemed t o put 

t hem at ease.  

" I  di dn' t have any t r oubl e at al l  i n f i ndi ng an apar t ment up 
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t her e.  I t  happened t o be t he end of  t he school  t er m so t hat t her e 

wer e pl ent y of  vacanci es .  I  f ound a pl ace r i ght away and I  was 

sur pr i sed when t he l andl ady t ol d me t hat t hey woul d not t ake any 

Negr oes but ni sei  wer e okay.  I  t hi nk t hat i t  was much eas i er f or 

me t o f i nd an apar t ment t her e t han i n Ber kel ey dur i ng t he t i me I  

was at t endi ng TJ . C.  «<
v

e spent about anot her week goi ng ar ound and 

t al ki ng t o var i ous ni sei .  1 got f ed up wi t h t hi s because t hey 

never t al ked about anyt hi ng el se except t he ni sei  pr obl em.  One 

mor ni ng I  deci ded t hat 1 coul dn' t st and i t  any mor e so I  di t ched 

ever ybody and wander ed of f  by mysel f .  I  went t owar ds t he uni ver -

si t y and I  got l ost on t he campus,  I  asked a Caucas i an gi r l  t o 

gi ve me t he di r ect i on home.  She was ver y ni ce and she even went 

t o t he t r oubl e of  goi ng par t way wi t h me.  We got t o t al ki ng t o 

each ot her and we deci ded t o go have br eakf ast t oget her .  Then 

she t ol d me al l  about t he Uni ver s i t y of  Wi scons i n and she even 

t ook me t o her sor or i t y house t o i nt r oduce me t o some of  her 

f r i ends .  Thi s was r eal l y a gr and f eel i ng especi al l y when I  com-

par ed i t  wi t h my exper i ence at t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a wher e 

peopl e wer e not t hat f r i endl y.  I  want ed mor e t han ever t o enr ol l  

t her e.  I  was so exci t ed about t hi s exper i ence t hat I  even spi l l ed 

my gr apej ui ce al l  over mysel f .  I  spent t he whol e mor ni ng wi t h 

t hi s gi r l  and t hen I  went t o my br ot her
1

s apar t ment .  

" That af t er noon we f i nal l y deci ded t o come on t o Chi cago as 

Yosh was get t i ng di scour aged and he f el t  t hat he had no pr ospect s 

t her e.  My br ot her Car l  want ed t o hang ar ound a l i t t l e l onger be-

cause he f el t  t hat a br eak woul d come sooner or l at er .  I  t hought 

t hat he shoul d come t o Chi cago and get a j ob i nst ead of  * a3 wai t -

i ng ar ound t her e and spendi ng al l  of  hi s money Wi t hout havi ng an 
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i ncome.  Car l  r ef used t o come so t hat Yosh and I  l ef t  f or Chi cago.  

"We ar r i ved her e on J une 25,  1942.  We went di r ect l y t owar ds 

t he Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago t o l ook Geor ge and t he f ami l y up.  

Geor ge v/ anted us t o move r i ght i n wi t h t hem as he sai d t hat t her e 

woul d be r oom.  I magi ne my sur pr i se when we had t o go up t o t he 

t hi r d f l oor i n a di ml y l i t  bui l di ng.  I  was shocked when I  saw 

what t he apar t ment was act ual l y l i ke.  i t  was a t wo- by- f our apar t -

ment and i t  was so unt i dy and di r t y.  Ther e wer e bags l ayi ng al l  

ar ound t he pl ace and t he beds wer e al l  unmade.  I  coul dn' t see how 

al l  si x of  us coul d poss i bl y l i ve i n such a cr amp p̂l ace as t hat .  

However ,  I  was t oo t i r ed t o even t hi nk about l ooki ng ar ound f or 

anot her pl ace.  Geor ge sai d t hat i t  was al most i mposs i bl e t o f i nd 

an apar t ment ,  so we deci ded t o st ay f or a l i t t l e whi l e.  

" That eveni ng we t al ked f or a l ong t i me about our pl ans .  I  

was pr et t y t i r ed and I  kept wonder i ng how we wer e goi ng t o s l eep.  

Ri yo and her mot her went t o bed f i r st and t hey t ook t he s l eepi ng 

couch.  Geor ge and hi s br ot her ,  Kenj i ,  t ook t he ot her couch.  That 

meant t hat Yosh and I  had t o l ook ar ound f or a spot on t he f l oor .  

I t  was st i f l i ng hot t hat ni ght and I  di dn' t s l eep ver y wel l .  Ri yo 

di scour aged my l ooki ng f or anot her apar t ment t he next day when she 

sai d t hat I  coul dn
T

t  f i nd a pl ace.  She sai d t hat her l andl ady was 

an Aust r i an and t hat was why she was ni ce t o t he ni sei .  However ,  

i  had no i nt ent i on of  s l eepi ng i n t he f l oor l or any l engt h of  t i me 

so I  asked t he l andl ady i f  she had anot her s l eepi ng r oom i n t he 

bui l di ng.  For t unat el y she di d have one.  Ri yo and I  deci ded t o 

sl eep i n t hi ss i ngl e r oom.  ¿he next ni ght Ri yo went t o bed f i r st 

and about an hour l at er she came r unni ng i n t o t el l  us t hat t her e 

wer e hundr ed of  bed bugs i n t he bed.  W
e
 di d not bel i eve t hi s so 
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we al l  went down t o l ook and sur e enough t her e wer e hundr eds of  

bed bugs cr awl i ng al l  over t he bed.  I t  was an amazi ng s i ght t o 

me.  I  t hi nk t hi s cr ushed my mor al e and I  al most br oke down and 

cr i ed.  We had t o s l eep on t he f l oor once mor e t hat ni ght .  

" Empl oyment was anot her i mmedi at e pr obl em t hat I  had t o t hi nk 

about .  Ri yo was al so ver y anxi ous t o go t o wor k even t hough her 

f ami l y had a l ot of  money.  I t  sor t of  gr i ped me t o f i nd out t hat 

she was a ver y gr aspi ng i ndi vi dual .  Her f at her oper at ed a nur ser y 

on t he coast and he had a l ot of  r eal  es t at e.  %e n he di ed he 

l ef t a bi g i nsur ance and a l ot of  pr oper t y t o hi s f ami l y.  They 

wer e get t i ng a r egul ar i ncome f r om t hi s pr oper t y ever y mont h.  

Ri yo was onl y 19 and I  t hought t hat she shoul d wor r y mor e about 

maki ng her mot her comf or t abl e i nst ead of  get t i ng so exci t ed about 

a j ob.  I  knew t hat t hey coul d af f or d a much bet t er apar t ment 

t han t hi s .  However ,  I  coul dn' t wor r y about t hei r pr obl ems si nce 

I  was i n need of  a j ob.  

" I  phoned t o t he YWCA as I  f el t  t hat i t  was vi t al  f or me t o 

get a j ob r i ght away.  When i  ment i oned my
 TT

Y" act i vi t i es on t he 

coast ,  t hey gave me an appoi nt ment r i ght away.  1 was r el i eved at 

t hi s si nce 1 was down al most t o my l as t cent .  Ri yo was al so gi ven 

an appoi nt ment f or a day l at er t han I .  However ,  she went down 

wi t h me and she went i n f or t he i nt er vi ew on my appoi nt ment and 

she was gi ven a j ob.  She was t oo young t o r eal i ze what she had 

done but her br ot her was pr et t y sor e at t hat .  Ther e wasn' t any-

t hi ng I  coul d do about i t  so I  di dn' t say anyt hi ng.  

"The next day I  went t o t he USES and t hey of f er ed me a do-

mest i c j ob of  t aki ng car e of  chi l dr en.  Ther e wer e pl ent y of  

domest i c j ob of f er s but I  wasn' t t oo i nt er est ed.  Then t he i nt er -
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vi ewer t hought that I  mi ght be abl e to get an of f i ce j ob i f  I  t ook 

a bat t ery of  t est t hat t hey had.  i  was i nt erest ed but I  t ol d t hem 

1 coul dn' t wai t f or t hat si nce I  want ed a j ob i mmedi at el y.  

"About t hat t i me Ri yo st ar t ed t o l ook f or a l ar ger apar t ment .  

She want ed us to move i n wi t h t hem but I  t hought that we shoul d 

br eak up.  I  r eal i zed that most of  t he apar t ment s i n Chi cago wer e 

smal l .  Ri yo had the i dea t hat $40 a mont h was a t er r i bl e rent t o 

pay.  She went al l  over l ooki ng f or a pl ace and she was never sa-

t i sf i ed.  I n sever al  pl aces she put an i ni t i al  deposi t down but 

she l ost t he pl ace because of  her i ndeci si on.  Fi nal l y she was 

abl e to f i nd an apar t ment ar ound 44t h St .  on the sout hsi de and her 

f ami l y moved i n.  Yosh and 1 r emai ned at t he ol d apar t ment .  Af t er 

t hi s was al l  set t l ed,  I  r enewed my ef f or t s f or a j ob.  

"1 put an Ad i n the paper f or gener al  of f i ce wor k.  I  put 

down t hat I  was a J apanese Amer i can wi t h a col l ege educat i on and 

I  asked f or $15 a week.  I  di dn' t know at t hat t i me t hat the wages 

I  asked wer e too cheap and bel ow the mi ni mum r equi r ed f or gener al  

of f i ce,  wor k.  I  got over two dozen cal l s.  Our l andl ady f orgot t o 

t ake t he number s down f or most of  t hese cal l s,  however ,  t here 

were enough on hand and I  st ar t ed to i nvest i gat e the best of f er s.  

Ther e was one of f er t hat sounded ver y good sofc t hat I  went down 

t her e.  I  was puzzl ed when the addr ess l ed me to some di r t y apr t -

ment houses.  I  asked at a cor ner drug st ore and t hey t ol d me t hat 

t here wer e no such company ar ound.  I  was qui t e suspi ci ous but I  

went to t he addr ess.  I  was qui t e surpr i sed when a si ngl e man 

opened the door .  He t r i ed t o get me i nto hi s apar t ment .  I  r eal -

i zed t hen t hat he had sent i n t he j ob of f er because he wasnt ed to 

l ure me to hi s pl ace f or ot her pi eee pur poses.  I  l ef t  t here 
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pr et t y f ast .  I  had sever al  cal l s l i ke t hi s.  1 t hi nk that t here 

must have been some degenerat e si ngl e men who made a r egul ar 

pr act i ce of  doi ng t hi s.  One day I  went to the Amer i can Fr i ends 

of f i ce to t el l  t hem of  my exper i ence.  I  suggest ed t o t hem t hat 

t hey shoul d i nvest i gat e al l  the j ob leaiiife f ul l y bef or e sendi ng a 

young gi r l  out to t hem.  A l ot of  t hem ni sei  gi r l s are nai ve and I  

di dn' t t hi nk t hat t hey woul dn' t know how to pr ot ect t hemsel ves.  

The i nt er vi ewer at t he Fr i ends of f i ce sai d t hat t hey woul d be more 

car ef ul  of  t hi s sor t of  t hi ng as t hey had heard of  coupl e of  ot her 

gi r l s who had the same exper i ence as 1 di d.  

"One day,  I  got a l ead t hru the Want - Ad sect i on f or a j ob at 

t he paper box f act ory on the west si de so I  went out t her e.  I  was 

abl e to convi nce the empl oyer that I  coul d do the work so t hat he 

gave me t he j ob.  I t  wasaui t e a r el i ef  t o f i nal l y st ar t wor ki ng.  

Thi s was i n August ,  1942.  

"Yosh and I  cont i nued l i vi ng i n the apar t ment whi ch the Mor i -

kawas had l ef t .  Yosh got t he i dea t hat he coul d col l ect soci al  

secur i t y so he went down and put an appl i cat i on i n.  Af t er t hree 

weeks of  wai t i ng he st ar t ed t o get hi s money.  He was get t i ng $16 

a week and he got i t  f or about f our mont hs.  Dur i ng t hi s t i me he 

di d not l ook f or a j ob ver y har d.  He j ust st ayed home and restaJ L 

I t  was dur i ng t hi s t i me t hat my br ot her Car l  came i n f r om Madi son.  

Thi s gave Yosh and excuse to show hi m the si ght s and t hey di d not 

care ver y much about goi ng to wor k as t hey st i l l  had some pl ans 

about doi ng graduat e st udy.  Yosh di dn' t want to t ake any sor t of  

a j ob and there wer e f ew openi ngs i n hi s l i ne.  I  was a f ool  as I  

wor ked hard al l  day and t hen I  woul d come home and cook f or t hem 

at ni ght .  On top of  that t hey t al ked di r t y t al k al l  ni ght l ong 
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and t hey di dn' t even do the di shes.  I  got sore one ni ght and I  

t ol d t hem of f .  They onl y made hal f  hear t ed at t empt s at l ooki ng 

f or a j ob and I  was pr et t y di sgust ed at t hi s.  I  was a damn f ool  

f or bei ng i mposed on l i ke t hi s.  The two of  t hem di dn' t wor k f or a 

mont h and I  got pret t y f ed up.  Car l  f i nal l y deci ded to go back to 

Madi son agai n to pi ck up hi s l uggage.  He was j ust si t t i ng around 

wai t i ng f or the school  to open up f or hi m.  

"Yosh and I  got back to a mor e nor mal  l i f e agai n f or a f ew 

days and then my br ot her came back.  The t r oubl e was t hat he was 

al ways wor r yi ng about hi s wi f e and ki d i n camp and he was af r ai d 

to br i ng t hem out .  I  t hought he shoul d have done that a l ong t i me 

ago as t hey woul d have been abl e to get al ong.  Car l  l ef t  i mme-

di at el y to go to Li ncol n,  Nebr aska as he had been accept ed i nt o 

t he graduat e chemi st r y school  t her e.  That was the l ast of  hi m 

t hen.  Af t er t hat ,  he had such a hard t i me t r yi ng to get hi s wi f e 

and baby out of  Gi l a.  They f i nal l y got t oget her af t er Sept ember 

or Oct ober ,  1942.  Car l  t ook the l ongest t i me i n get t i ng hi s wi f e 

out because he was so af rai d that t hey coul d not make a go of  i t .  

He j ust made hi msel f  si ck wor r yi ng about her and I  was rel i eved 

when he f i nal l y l ef t .  I  got t i red l i st eni ng to al l  of  hi s t r oubl es.  

"I n the meant i me I  cont i nued wor k at the box f act or y.  V/hen 

I  f i r st st ar t ed I  got 45 cent s an hour and every mont h t here was a 

f i ve cent s an hour rai se unt i l  I  got up to about 56 or 60 cent s an 

hour .  I  al so got t i me and a hal f  f or over - t i $e wor k.  I  hel ped 

around t he of f i ce and I  di d some f i l i ng wor k.  I t  was a sl ack 

season i n the f act ory but there was al so a l ot of  backl og wor k 

that I  had to cat ch up on.  However ,  I  f i ni shed t hat up pr et t y 

qui ckl y and I  j ust sat around wonder i ng what to do to keep busy.  
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One day t he boss asked me i f  I  woul d dust t he show wi ndows .  Si nce 

I  had a l ot of  t i me on my hand I  deci ded t o go ahead ana do al l  of  

t he wi ndows i n t he of f i ce and f i x t he bo f̂ es ar t i s t i cal l y.  The boss 

was ver y pl eased,  at t hi s .  I  had been t hi nki ng of  qui t t i ng but he 

asked me to st ay on.  I  t ol d hi m t hat I  woul d not st ay per manent l y 

as I  pl anned t o go t o school  event ual l y.  We got al ong ver y wel l .  

My boss al ways t al ked about hi s f acf obry and I  had a pi ct ur e i n my 

mi nd t hat i t  was a huge pl ace.  I  f i nal l y f ound out t hat he onl y 

had one pr ess man and t he f act or y was ver y smal l .  Bus i ness st ar t -

ed t o pi ck up a l i t t l e agai n so my boss st ar t ed t o l ook ar ound f or 

a secr et ar y.  He i nt er vi ewed some Caucas i an gi r l s and t hey wer e 

pr et t y l ousy.  I  t hought t o mysel f  t hat i f  t hey coul d qual i f y f or 

secr et ar i es I  coul d do t he same t hi ng.  
\  

" One day I  went out t o t he f act or y wi t h t he boss and I  asked 

hi m i f  I  coul d hel p wi t h t he boxes i nst ead of  doi ng t he gener al  

of f i ce wor k f or a whi l e as i t  l ooked i nt er est i ng.  He agr eed t o 

i t  so I  di d t he st r i ppi ng of  t he boxes .  I  l i ked t he i dea of  bei ng 

i n a f act or y and I  want ed t o get t hat out of  my syst em whi l e I  had 

t he chance.  When my cur i os i t y about f act or y wor k had been sat i s-

f i ed,  I  l ost i nt er es t .  The j ob got ver y bor i ng af t er t hat si nce 

i t  onl y t ook me a day or so t o get t he ski l l  and i t was no l onger 

a game f or me af t er t hat .  

" I  al so cont i nued t o wor k up at hi s of f i ce.  My boss want ed 

me to l ear n how t o do i nvent or y r ecor ds f or hi m.  He sai d t hat he 

woul d gi ve me a desk and a r ai se.  He had not been havi ng ver y 

much success wi t h a secr et ar y1 The gi r l  he hi r ed was ver y st upi d 

and she di dn' t know how t o oper at e t he swi t ch boar d.  My boss sent 

me down t o t he Bel l  Tel ephone Company t o l ear n swi t chboar d wor k 
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and t hen I  had t o t each i t  t o t he Caucas i an gi r l .  The gi r l  was so 

dumb t hat she f i nal l y qui t and my boss got anot her secr et ar y.  Thi s 

one qui t j ust bef or e I  l ef t .  

" I t  was get t i ng near Xraas and Yosh' s soci al  secur i t y was r un-

ni ng out .  He was st i l l  t r yi ng t o pul l  s t r i ngsf or a good j ob wi t h-

out much success .  I  t ol d hi m t hat my boss woul d hi r e hi m as a 

shi ppi ng cl er k so he swal l owed hi s pr i de a l i t t l e and t ook t he 

j ob.  I  was get t i ng t i r ed of  my j ob and I  t hought t hat Yosh -̂

shoul d wor k whi l e I  l ooked ar ound f or anot her j ob f or mysel f .  

" I t  di dn' t t ake me l ong t o f i nd anot her j ob.  I  got a posi -

t i on as a mi meogr aph oper at or at t he "Y" ar ound t he begi nni ng of  

1943.  Yosh and I  deci ded t hat our apar t ment was t oo smal l  and I  

want ed t o get f ur t her away f r om t he Mor i kawas .  I  coul dn' t st and 

t he younger br ot her ,  Kenj i ,  any l onger .  He was a hi gh school  se-

ni or and he never made any at t empt s t o make any f r i ends at school .  

He moped ar ound al l  t he t i me.  He woul d al ways be t aggi ng aaround 

wi t h us .  Even when I  woul d i nvi t e/  Geor ge over f or di nner ,  Kenj i  

woul d come t aggi ng al ong wi t hout an i nvi t at i on.  Yosh vi oul d not 

t el l  Geor ge t o make hi s br ot her st ay home.  Whenever t hey came t o 

di nner Yosh woul d t al k t o Geor ge and I  had t o ent er t ai n Kenj i .  

I t  was t oo much of  an ef f or t so I  f i nal l y l ef t hi m al one.  He 

woul d si t  al l  af t er noon on t he sof a i n a sor t of  a daze.  Hi s si s-

t er Ei yo was st i l l  i n a daze t oo.  The ot her s i st er who had not 

vol unt ar i l y evacuat ed f i nal l y came out t o j oi n t he f ami l y and she 

was much mor e sens i bl e.  Mr s .  Mor i kawa was havi ng a di f f i cul t  t i me 

maki ng adj ust ment because she had a f eel i ng of  i nsecur i t y and she 

was al ways wor r yi ng about needl ess t hi ngs .  

" Ri yo used t o go down t o t he J apanese Chur ch at t he f our t h 
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Pr esbyt er i an Chur ch,  wher e Rev.  Sai  pr eached.  Af t er war ds t hey 

woul d come over t o t he apar t ment '  t oget her .  I  never went t o chur ch 

wi t h t hat bunch as I  di dn' t car e t o go t o a J apanese ser vi ce.  Yosh 

and I  j ust vi s i t ed t hem at home about t wo or t hr ee t i mes a week.  

One day Ri yo t ol d me t hat she was engaged.  1 t hought t hat she was 

engaged t o do somet hi ng f or t he eveni ng so I  t ol d her not t o mi nd 

me as I  woul d go ahead and do some*« kni t t i ng.  Ri yo sai d agai n,  

�But I ' m engaged t o Rev.  Sai  and we ar e get t i ng mar r i ed pr et t y 

soon. " I  was amazed at t hi s as I  was unawar e t hat a r omance had 

been goi ng al ong under my nose al l  t hi s t i me and I  was not awar e 

of  i t .  They had a pr et t y bi g weddi ng i n a chapel  and I  went t o 

cut t he &ew cake.  Ther e was a l ar ge cr owd at t hi s weddi ng and i t  
For mosan 

was a mi xed audi ence.  Rev.  Sai  i s a K©3?ea» and he has been out 

her e f or many year s .  Af t er he f i ni shed t he t heol ogi cal  school  he 

st ar t ed t o pr each at t he Pr esbyt er i an Chur ch and he i s st i l l  t her e.  

The ot her Mor i kawa s i st er i s al so engaged t o a Kor ean now.  

" I  was get t i ng pr et t y si ck ana t i r ed wi t h t hi s ni sei  soci et y.  

I  want ed t o get away f r om t hem so I  deci ded t o move.  We had t oo 

many vi s i t or s and i t  kept us br oke t r yi ng t o f eed t hem.  My br o-

t her Car l  woul d al ways br i ng hi s f r i ends f or di nner dur i ng t he t i me 

he was t her e.  Then f or a coupl e of  weeks ,  my ot her br ot her i n t he 

Ar my came up f r om Texas on a t wo weeks '  f ur l ough wi t h t wo of  hi s 

f r i ends and we had t o ent er t ai n t hem.  Al l  of  t hi s was get t i ng on 

my ner ves and i t  was par t of  t he r eason why I  deci ded t o get ano-

t her j ob.  I  want ed t o r egi st er at Nor t hwest er n Uni ver s i t y f or a 

par t - t i me cour se.  Af t er I  got my j ob,  Yosh al so st ar t ed t o l ook 

ar ound f or anot her j ob.  He went at Shi  i t  ver y ser i ousl y t hi s 

t i me.  On week- ends we woul d go ar ound l ooki ng f or an apar t ment .  
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We wal ked al l  over t he near nor t hs i de f or an apar t ment .  We 

coul dn' t f i nd a sat i s f act or y pl ace.  I  want ed t o be wi t hi n wal k-

i ng di st ance of  t he downt own Nor t hwest er n Uni ver s i t y wher e I  

pl anned t o r egi s t er .  Yosh al so want ed t o be down t her e si nce he 

had got t en a l ead f or a l ea-  j ob as a chemi st at Nor t hwest er n.  Pie 

sol d hi s car about t hi s t i me si nce i t  was t oo much of  an expense 

t o keep i t  up.  f i nal l y i n t he mi ddl e of  J anuar y,  1945,  he f ound 

a f ai r l y l ar ge apar t ment whi ch r ent ed at $70 a mont h.  I  l i ked t he 

pl ace ver y much so t hat we moved i n i mmedi at el y and we had a van 

br i ng our t hi ngs over f r om t he sout h s i de.  I t  onl y cost us #6.  

The school  semest er st ar t ed t he next week so t hat I  enr ol l ed.  I  

was f eel i ng qui t e happy bedause I  had f ound a new j ob,  a good 

apar t ment and I  was enr ol l ed at school  al l  ¥/ i t hi n a per i od of  one 

week.  



-65-  Feb.  12,  1944 

Due t o t he ext r eme di f f i cul t y of  cont act i ng - ¥r r M,  t he i nt er -

vi ewer hast i l y concl uded t he mai n par t of  t he i nt er vi ev/ .  i t  i s 

expect ed t hat f ur t her det ai l s wi l l  be ob$£i ned f r om t i me t o t i me 

si nce cont act s wi l l  be kept up on t hi s i ndi vi dual .  Ther e ar e 

cer t ai n aspect s of  i ui i i r'  c whi ch she i s not wi l l i ng t o r eveal  now 

and t he i nt er vi ewer f el t  t hat i t  was not t he t i me t o pr ess t he 

mat t er ,  t hat i s ,  her r el at i onshi p wi t h Yosh Takhi r o,  her common-

l aw husband.  cont i nued her st or y f r om t he begi nni ng of  1943.  

" Ar ound t he mi ddl e of  J anuar y,  1943,  I  s t ar t ed a mor e set t l ed 

phase of  my l i f e.  I  was enr ol l ed i n col l ege and I  had a mor e Com-

f or t abl e l i vi ng quar t er s and I  al so had a di f f er ent j ob.  I  was 

t he mi meogr aph oper at or f or t he YWCA.  The j ob was ver y r out i ne 

and I  qui ckl y managed t o cat ch on t o al l  of  t he dut i es .  I  cut t he 

st enci l s and I  al so di d some t ypi ng and dr awi ng on t he s i de.  My 

sal ar y st ar t ed at $80 a mont h and gr adual l y I  wor ked up t o ¿110 by 

t he t i me I  l ef t  t her e at t he end of  ûgus t .  I  never di d par t i cu-

l ar l y car e f or t he j ob al t ho I  enj oyed t he sv/ i t chboar d r el i ef  wor k 

dur i ng t he summer .  The mi meogr aph wor k i s har d on you phys i cal l y 

and I  wasn' t get t i ng such a good sal ar y.  The envi r onment al  set - up 

was good t hough as I  had pl easant sur r oundi ngs .  A soci al  agency 

never pays ver y much and I  coul d not ask f or a r ai se as t hey had 

a st r i ct budget t o wor k i n.  At no t i me di d t he wor k become t oo 

bor i ng si nce I  managed t o make i t  as pl easant as poss i bl e.  At 

f i r s t ,  I  di d t ake par t i n a l i mi t ed number of  YW act i vi t i es but I  

soon f ound t hat I  di d not have t he t i me si nce I  was t aki ng ni ght 

cl asses at Nor t hwest er n U.  I  was i nt er est ed i n t he i nt egr at i on 

pl an f or ni sei  f or a whi l e but I  gave i t  up as hopel ess si nce t he 

ni sei  di d not wi sh t o cooper at e wi t h t he YW pr ogr am.  I  di d go t o 
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a f ew young "busi ness women' s cl ub meet i ngs but I  soon l ost i nt er -

es t .  I  t hi nk t hat most of  t he ni sei  gi r l s have t oo much t o do t o 

be goi ng t o any of  t hese cl ub meet i ngs .  By t he t i me t hey come home 

and f i ni sh eat i ng t he eveni ng i s pr et t y wel l  gone.  Gi r l s al ways 

have a l ot of  per sonal  t hi ngs t o do.  I  know my t i me was al ways 

l i mi t ed and my soci al  act i vi t i es wer e pr i mar i l y i n ent er t ai ni ng a 

f ew choi ce f r i ends .  

T o s t of  my t i me was spent i n t he school  p̂r obl ems.  I  gr adu-

al l y l ost i nt er est i n my mi meogr aph . j ob and I  qui t i t  l ast Sept em-

ber 

as I  f el t  t hat 1 coul d get a br oader exper i ence and make mor e 

money some ot her pl ace.  I  had been goi ng t o Nor t hwest er n Uni ver -

si t y r i ght al ong.  Most of  my cl asses wer e i n t he eveni ng.  Ther e 

was no t r oubl e at al l  f or me t o enr ol l  at t hat t i me.  I  was t aki ng 

t wo Mat h cour ses and t he cl asses l ast ed f r om 7 t o 9: 50.  Ther e 

wer e about 15 ot her st udent s i n my cl ass and I  got al ong wel l  wi t h 

t hem.  I  t ook t hese Ll ath cour ses i n pr epar at i on f or my chemi st r y 

maj or as 1 st i l l  had a l ot of  cour ses t o make up.  Dur i ng t he sum-

mer I  onl y t ook one cour se.  I n t he f al l  of  1945 I  r egi st er ed 

agai n and I  di d not dr eam t hat t her e woul d be any di f f i cul t y.  

. Anot her ni sei  gi r l  and I  went t o pay our bi l l s af t er we had r egi s-

t er ed.  The secr et ar y t her e ver y casual l y sai d t hat we wer e ver y 

l ucky t o be enr ol l ed.  The ni sei  gi r l  asked her wf cy.  I  gave t he 

gi r l  a ki ck because I  knew what was comi ng but she di dn
T

t  cat ch on.  

The secr et ar y t hen sai d,  ' You' r e l ucky because you ar e Chi nese.  I f  

you wer e J apanese you woul dn' t be abl e t o enr ol l  her e. t Then t he 

ni sei  gi r l  sai d,  ' But we ar e J apanese* .  Ki ght t hen my goose was 

cooked.  The secr et ar y was ver y sur pr i sed and she sai d t hat i t  had 

been a mi st ake t o al l ow us t o r egi s t er si nce t he school  was r es-
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t r i ct ed.  She sai d we woul d have t o dr op out .  I  t ol d her t hat I  

had al r eady at t ended t he school  f or t wo semest er s .  Then t he sec-

r et ar y sai d t hat i t  was a Navy r ul i ng and I  woul d have t o dr op out .  

I  was qui t e di scour aged but I  kept on goi ng t o cl asses anyway.  A 

week l at er a not i ce was sent t o me sayi ng t hat t he school  was sor r y 

but t he Navy pol i cy f or ced t hem t o ask me t o dr op out i mmedi at el y.  

I  had an i dea t hat t hi s was comi ng so I  phoned t he Cent r al
 7,

Y" 

col l ege i mmedi at el y t o ask i f  I  coul d enr ol l  t her e.  I  f ound t hat 

t hey wer e gi vi ng t he same cour ses and t hat i t  woul d even be cheap-

er f or me to at t end t he
 f

Y
f

 col l ege.  

" The next day I  went t o t he ' Y
1

 col l ege and I  added one mor e 

cour se t o my pr ogr am.  I  was t aki ng a l ot of  chemi st r y cour ses by 

t hen and I  was ver y i nt er est ed i n doi ng t he l ab wor k.  I  spent a 

l ot of  t i me down t her e t o do t he exper i ment s and I  r eal l y t hi nk i t  

was wor t hwhi l e.  I  r egi s t er ed agai n t hi s semest er and I  have t wo 

l ab cour ses now whi ch I  f i nd most i nt er est i ng.  One of  my pr obl ems 

has been on whet her I  shoul d gr aduat e f r om t her e or not .  I  want ed 

t o get out of  a bi g uni ver s i t y and t hi s caused some conf l i ct f or a 

whi l e.  I  st i l l  don' t know how much wor k I  wi l l  have t o do t o gr ad-

uat e as my cr edi t s have not ar r i ved yet .  I t  i s i mpossi bl e f or me 

t o maj or i n any of  t he f i el ds I  had at Cal  because t he Cent r al
 T

Y
! 

does not of f er t hese maj or s .  At U. C.  I  was maj or i ng i n P. S.  and 

mi nor i ng i n Engl i sh and Educat i on but t hese cour ses ar e not gi ven 

her e.  That means t hat I  wi l l  have t o have t wo mi nor s bes i des my 

chemi st r y maj or i f  I  expect t o gr aduat e f r om Cent r al
 t

Y
f

.  I  f i gur e 

t hat I  woul d need at l east 30 hour semest er s yet .  I  have al r eady 

compl et ed 8 uni t s at Cent r al
 T

Y
f

 and t hi s semest er I  am t aki ng 12 

uni t s i n t he eveni ng.  Thi s means t hat my st udi es ana cl ass at t end-
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ance t akes pr et t y much of  my t i me si nce I  am al so wor ki ng f ul l  

t i me.  My onl y l ei sur e t i me i s dur i ng t he week- ends .  

" I  s t i l l  don' t know f or sur e whet her I  wi l l  gr aduat e f r om 

Cent r al  ' Y'  or not but I  don' t wor r y t oo much about i t  now.  I  do 

want t o get a B. S.  degr ee i nst ead of  f i ni shi ng up wi t h an l . B.  as 

t hat wi l l  not do me ver y much good.  I  woul d l i ke t o be a chemi st -

t echni ci an af t er I  do some gr aduat e wor k.  I  don' t know wher e I  

wi l l  go f or t hi s gr aduat e t r ai ni ng but t hat i s st i l l  i n t he f ut ur e.  

My r eal  ambi t i on i s t o ass i st some one i n chemi st r esear ch.  I  

don' t know how much l onger I  wi l l  have t o go t o school .  I  don' t 

t hi nk I ' l l  ever qui t ent i r el y even i f  I  have t o st udy on my own.  

My r out i ne has been est abl i shed so t hat I  don' t f i nd i t  t oo di f f i -

cul t  t o do my homewor k.  

" Anot her one of  my ambi t i ons i s t o do some gener al  t r ans l at i on 

wor k i n chemi cal  r esear ch.  A chemi cal  r esear ch l i br ar i an i s a ver y 

good f i el d and I  don' t t hi nk t hat any ni sei  has ever gone i nt o 

t hat .  For a whi l e I  t hought of  goi ng up t o t he Uni ver s i t y of  Wi s-

cons i n t o f i ni sh up my degr ee but I  can' t t el l  yet what I ' m goi ng 

t o do.  I  can' t hel p but want t o get my degr ee f r om a name col l ege 

af t er goi ng t o U. C.  f or so l ong.  Get t i ng a degr ee f r om Cent r al  ' Y'  

col l ege doesn' t have t oo much pr est i ge t o Hi t .  However ,  i t  may not 

make t oo much of  a di f f er ence si nce I  do pl an t o do some gr aduat e 

wor k event ual l y.  That i s about my pr esent st at us i n my educat i onal  

ambi t i ons .  I ' m def i ni t el y goi ng on wi t h a chemi st r y maj or and I  

t hi nk t hat I  wi l l  be abl e t o make somet hi ng of  i t .  

" Af t er I  qui t my j ob at t he YWCA l ast Sept ember ,  I  went down 

t o t he per sonnel  depar t ment of  McCl ur g' s Co.  and appl i ed f or a 

j ob.  I  f el t  t hat I  coul d get an easy j ob t her e i mmedi at el y.  My 
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br ot her had been wor ki ng t her e and he sai d t hat even t hough a l ar ge 

number of  ni sei  ?/ ere empl oyed t her e,  t he company was l ar ge and i t  

woul dn' t be t oo not i ceabl e.  The company was near my apar t ment so 

t hat I  coul d save on car f ar e and i t  woul d be conveni ent t o school  

al so si nce I  coul d. go t o my cl asses r i ght af t er wor k i n a ver y f ew 

mi nut es.  

" I  was al so cur i ous about ĉCl ur g' s as I  had hear d so many 

peopl  e t al k about i t ,  bot h bad and good.  No one knew e&act l y how 

many ni sei  wer e empl oyed t her e.  I  had been l ooki ng f or a l ab j ob 

f or a f ew days bef or e I  went t o McCl ur g' s but I  f ound t hat t her e 

wer e onl y a f ew ads i n t he paper f or t hi s t ype of  wor k.  I  di d not 

go t o any of  t he agenci es whi ch have hel ped ni sei  f i nd j obs.  I  

f el t  t hat I  was not any evacuee anyway so t hat I  di d not f eel  l i ke 

goi ng t o t he " HA.  I  under st ood t hat t hi s agency was onl y f or 

peopl e comi ng out of  t he camps anyway.  

" When I  went down t o McCl ur g' s ,  t he per sonnel  manager t ol d me 

t hat he woul dn' t put me i n as an or der pi cker l i ke he di d t he r est 

of  t he ni sei  gi r l s who st ar t ed t her e.  He t ook my age i nt o consi -

der at i on and si nce I  was ol der and I  had cer t ai n def i ni t e ski l l s ,  

he t hought t hat I  coul d do a bet t er t ype of  wor k.  He al so t ook my 

educat i onal  backgr ound i nt o cons i der at i on.  I  di d not car e what 

t ype of  wor k .1 di d,  as l ong as i t  di d not i nt er f er e wi t h my school  

pl ans .  However ,  I  was not abl e t o do any heavy wor k as my back was 

weak.  I  had had a back oper at i on i n J ul y so t hat I  coul d not do 

any wor k t hat woul d be a st r ai n on me.  The per sonnel  manager t ook 

al l  of  t hi s i nt o consi der at i on and he f i nal l y gave me a j ob ass i s t -

i ng a woman checki ng i nvoi ces .  Ther e wer e about 150 i n t he of f i ce 

st af f  and t he si x ni sei  i n t he of f i ce wer e not not i ceabl e at al l .  
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Now t her e ar e about 10 ni sei  gi r l s t her e i n t hat par t i cul ar of f i ce.  

" I  st ar t ed wor ki ng at 55 cent s an hour and now I  have wor ked 

up t o 65 cent s an hour .  I  di dn' t car e f or t he f i r st j ob I  had down 

t her e because i t  soon got bor i ng and t her e was no r espons i bl i t y t o 

i t .  I  di dn' t get al ong v/ el l  wi t h t he Caucas i an woman I  wor ked wi t h 

so I  t hought I  woul d qui t af t er Zmas .  Because t her e was no r es-

pons i bi l i t y t o t he wor k,  I  of t en went t o wor k l at e and I  had abo-

sol ut el y no i nt er est i n i t . " ( See C. K.  Di ar y f or her at t i t ude at 

t hat t i me.  Ther e ar e ot her scat t er ed r ef er ences t o t hi s i ndi vi dual  

t hr oughout t he Di ar y and event ual l y t hi s i nf or mat i on wi l l  al l  be 

pul l ed out and suppl ement ed t o t hi s document . )  

" I  di d not have t o qui ;  McCl ur g' s because anot her vacancy 

opened up i n t he debi t s and cr edi t depar t ment .  I  was of f er ed t he 

j ob of  t aki ng car e of  t he cor r espondence i n t hi s depar t ment and I  

accept ed i t .  Now I  am wor ki ng f or t he head buyer of  t he company 

ana I  wr i t e out or der s f or hi m.  I  get over - t i me pay so I  put i n 4 

hour s a week ext r a,  maki ng i t  a 44- hour wor k week.  The boss does 

not want us t o put any mor e ext r a hour s t han t hat and I  woul dn' t 

car e t o do i t  anyway si nce I  don' t have t he t i me.  

" I  make enough i n my j ob t o meet al l  of  my pr esent needs so 

I  am f ai r l y we11 sat i s f i ed.  However ,  I  do£ r eal i ze t hat i t  i s 

onl y a j ob.  I  have ot her def i ni t e ai ms so I  don' t mi nd t oo much.  

I  t hi nk I  woul d f eel  qui t e di f f er ent l y i f  I  had t o do t hat j ob 

per manent l y because you can onl y go so f ar i n i t .  That i s one of  

t he r easons why so many ni sei  come i n and out of  t hat pl ace so 

r api dl y.  ' The wor k i t sel f  i s r at her easy now and I  t hi nk t hat t he 

wor ki ng condi t i o" s ar e much bet t er .  I  f eel  t hat I  have some def i -

ni t e r espons i bl i t i es so t hat 1 am not bor ed wi t h my pos i t i on.  
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Be f or e ,  when I  f el t  l azy i n t he mor ni ngs I  di dn' t go t o wor k.  Mow,  

I  f eel  t hat I  have a def i ni t e j ob t o do wi t h r espons i bi l i t y t o i t  

so I  make a speci al  ef f or t t o get t her e.  

" I  get al ong wel l  wi t h my boss and t he ot her empl oyees al t ho 

t he cont act s ar e qui t e casual .  I !y boss has a ger y good at t i t ude 

t owar d t he ni sei .  He doesn' t hr eat t hem any di f f er ent f r om hi s 

Caucas i an empl oyees .  I  don' t have any def i ni t e soci al  cont act s 

wi t h any of  t he wor ker s except a coupl e of  ni sei .  I  don' t eat or 

t al k wi t h anyone i n par t i cul ar among t he of f i ce st af f  dur i ng t he 

l unch per i od.  Somet i mes I  eat by mysel f  and t hen spend t he r est 

of  t he noon hour r eadi ng.  Occas i onal l y I  eat wi t h one of  t he Cau-

casi an member s of  t he of f i ce s t af f .  

" I  r eal l y don' t know how many ni sei  ar e empl oyed at McCl ur g' s 

yet .  Ther e must be over a hundr ed of  t hem but I  don' t see t hem t oo 

of t en.  McCl ut J g' s i s a whol esal e househol d goods company and i t  

al so handl es baby suppl i es ,  l eat her godds and books .  The Maj or i t y 

of  t he ni sei  i n t he company wor k i n t he st ock r ooms,  so I  never 

see t hem.  They ar e l ocat ed i n t he f act or y par t of  t he company.  

Ther e i s qui t e a l ar ge t ur nover among t he ni sei  even t hough t he 

wages ar e about t he same f or t hi s unski l l ed wor k el sewher e.  Mc-

Cl ur g' s i s not a def ense f act or y so t hat t hey do not pay t hose 

def ense wages.  I  don' t bl ame t he ni sei  f or qui t t i ng as t hey al l  

go i n t her e f or t empor ar y r easons at f i r st anyways .  The company 

can' t of f er t he ni sei  f el l ows wi t h def i ni t e ski l l s ver y much mor e 

i n t he ?/ay of  j obs.  Most of  t he ni sei  t her e ar e young f el l ows any-

way and t hey ar e def i ni t el y out f or t he money t hat t hey can ear n 

and spend.  They al l  f eel  t hat t hey ar e goi ng i nt o t he Ar my soon 

anyway so t hat i n t he past f ew weeks qui t e a f ew of  t hem have qui t .  
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For most of  t he ni sei  at McCl ur g' s ,  t he company does not 

of f er t oo much of  a f ut ur e al t ho a f ew may event ual l y wor k up t o 

be a head checker f or a depar t ment .  The empl oyer does not begr udge 

t he ni sei  who qui t s t o bet t er hi msel f ,  but t hey get sor e when t he 

ni sei  don' t do i t  i n t he pr oper manner .  The onl y man who get 

ahead i n t he company ar e usual l y t he sal esmen.  The ni sei  j ust do 

not get t hese j obs.  Not many of  t he ni sei  i nt end t o st ay t her e 

per manent l y anyway.  I t  seems t hat t he gi r l s wi t h ski l l s have a 

bet t er oppor t uni t y.  Ther e i s one ni sei  gi r l  t her e Y/ho i s t he best 

bi l l i ng t ypi st i n t he company and she put s out about t wi ce as many 

or der s as t he Caucas i an t ypi st each day.  The company has gi ven her 

a number of  r ai ses .  Recent l y she got an of f er t o t each at ni ght 

whi l e wor ki ng par t of  t he day.  I t  i s a def i ni t e advance f or her 

and i t  has a f ut ur e t o i t  because she has made her s&&f  i ndi spen-

sabl e.  The maj or i t y of  t he ot her ni sei  do not have t hese ski l l s 

so t hat t hey cont i nue t o r emai n at t he unski l l ed l evel  and t her e i s 

no guar ant ee t hat t hey wi l l  r emai n t her e per manent l y s i nce t hey 

have t o compet e on an equal  basi s wi t h many Caucas i an peopl e.  Thi s 

wi l l  be par t i cul ar l y t r ue when t he def ense f act or i es cl ose down.  

" Most of  t he ni sei  at McCl ur g' s ar e young ki ds and a l ot of  

t hem come out i n gangs f r om t he cent er s .  They know t hat t hey can 

get a j ob any t i me at t he company,  . af t er t hey get a l i t t l e mor e 

set t l ed,  t hey begi n t o l ook f or ot her j obs as t hey hear r umor s 

about ot her ni sei  maki ng f abul ous sal ar i es .  They f or get ¿hat t hey 

don' t have t he ski l l s and exper i ence but t hey go out and t r y f or 

t hese j obs al so si nce t hey ar e i nt er est ed onl y i n t he sal ar y.  

Act ual l y t hey do not t hi nk of  t he j ob i n t er ms of  a f ut ur e.  f ork-

i ng at McCl ur g' s i s ohl y good f or t he r ecommendat i ons t hat one can 



- 73-

get .  I  know t hat a l ot of  t h/ m wi l l  l ose t hei r j obs af t er t he war 

i f  t hey st ay on at MeCl ur g' s .  Onl y a f ew of  t he mor e ski l l ed wi l l  

be kept per manent l y.  I  t hi nk t hat t he gi r l s wi l l  have mor e chances 

f or advancement t her e as t her e i s l ess pr ej udi ce agai nst ni sei  

gi r l s on t he whol e.  

"I  don' t know t oo much about the ni sei  i n Chi cago,  but I  

t hi nk many of  t hem are get t i ng a chance to use the ski l l s t hey have 

l earned f or the f i r st t i me,  At the same t i me,  t hey st i l l  have a 

l ot to l ear n.  One t hi ng I  don' t l i ke i s when the ni sei  qui t t hei r 

j obs wi t hout even gi vi ng a not i ce.  That i s not a ver y ni ce t hi ng 

to do and i t  hur t s t hem per sonal l y.  That i s due,  pr i mar i l y t o 

t hei r i nsxper i ence i n wor ki ng.  Bi ght now t hey can do t hi s and get 

ot her j obs,  but I  hat e to t hi nk of  what woul d happen to t hem i f  

t hey pul l ed such a t r i ck when j obs are scar ce.  

"I  don' t i nt end to be i n the same posi t i on at MeCl ur g' s per -

manent l y.  I  guess most of  t he ni sei  are l i ke me.  However ,  I  do 

have my educat i on as a goal  and many of  t he ni sei  out here don' t 

have thi s ambi t i on any mor e.  I t  i s a di f f i cul t  si t uat i on f or t hem 

even i f  t hey don' t r eal i ze i t  now.  I  t hi nk t hat most of  t hem can 

onl y go so f ar i n a busi ness and t hen t hey wi l l  be bl ocked.  Most 

of  the j obs out here def i ni t el y wi l l  not sat i sf y t hose wi t h a l ot 

of  ambi t i on and a desi r e t o make a career out of  t hei r j obs.  One 

gi r l  f r i end of  mi ne who has a l ot of  abi l i t y sees t hi s pr obl em now 

so t hat she i s at pr esent t orn bet ween the desi r e to j oi n the W8S-
T

.7ACs or st ay on i n her pr esent j ob.  She f eel s t hat i f  she coul d 

make her j ob per manent ,  t hen i t  woul d be wor t h the t i me to st ay 

on.  

"Under such a condi t i on,  i t  i s not unnat ur al  f or the young 
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ni sei  comi ng out here to l ook around f or a j ob t hat pays mor e.  

Most of  the gi r l s t hi nk i n t erms of  wor ki ng i n a moder n of f i ce i f  
wor ker s 

t hey are secr et ar i al  or cl er i cal  e£f±ee.  The: /  are not t oo con-

cerned about t hei r permanent l i f e work so t hat a l ot of  the n are i n 

a r ut .  They f i gure t hat t hey wi l l  get mar r i ed event ual l y so t hat 

t hey won' t be wor ki ng at t hese j obs al l  of  t hei r l i ves.  That i s 

why a great many of  t hem are much mor e concerned about the ef f ect s 

of  t he draf t on t hei r mar r i age pr obl em.  JL t hi nk t hat many of  t he 

gi r l s do not f eel  the j ob f r ust r at i on as much as the f el l ows be-

cause of  thi s r eason.  The f el l ows have to t hi nk i n t er ms of  e? 

per manent wor k i n somet hi ng i n whi ch t hey are i nt erest ed and the 

condi t i ons are such t hat i t  l ooks a l i t t l e hopel ess at the pr esent 

t i me.  That ' s why t hey f eel  that t he onl y t hi ng to wor k f or i s the 

sal ary whi ch t hey want to enj oy whi l e t hey have the t i me.  

"I n spi t e of  t hat ,  many of  t he boys and f el l ows I  know seem to 

be sat i sf i ed wi t h t hei r j ob.  Thi s woul d not be a t rue pi ct ure of  

al l  the ni sei  f el l ows si nce the ones I  am speaki ng of  are i n pro-

f essi onal  work of  some t ype.  These f el l ows see def i ni t e advance-

ment ahead and the j ob i s more i mpor t ant to t hem t han the sal ary 

connect ed wi t h i t .  But f or t he maj or i t y of  t he unki l l ed ni sei ,  

the f ut ure does not l ook so pr omi si ng as f ar as I  can f i gure out .  

The surpr i si ng t hi ng i s t hat most of  t hem t hi nk onl y i n t erms of  

maki ng as much money as t hey can and spendi ng i t  bef or e t hey get i n 

the Ar my,  Thi s i s a r at her shor t - si ght ed way of  l ooki ng at t hi ngs 

and i f  t hi s i s a t rue pi ct ur e of  a l arge maj or i t y of  the ni sei ,  I  

am Af r ai d that t hey ar e goi ng to be ver y di si l l usi oned l at er on.  

They wi l l  cont i nue to be r est l ess because t hey have not est abl i shed 

t hemsel ves.  
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" Ther e i s one f el l ow I  know who i s bat chi ng wi t h t hr ee ot her 

ni sei  f el l ows ,  ' ĥey pay § 100 Mea mont h f or t hei r f l at and t hey 

bl ow t hei r l ar ge checks ever y mont h.  - hi s f el l ow© used t o save 

some money each mont h but i n t he past coupl e of  mont hs he has de-

vel oped a devei l - may- car at t i t ude.  I  t hi nk t hi s i s t he i nf l uence 

of  t he dr af t announcement and hi s f r i ends who t end t o be car ef r ee.  

They don' t f eel  t hat i t  i s wor t hwhi l e now t o l ook t oo f ar i nt o t he 

f ut ur e as t he dr af t i s upon t hem and t hey coul dn' t achi eve t hei r 

ambi t i ons even i f  t hey want ed t o.  

" I t  i s t r ue t hat l i f e i s al ways changi ng f or al l  of  us .  I t  i s 

not onl y t he ni sei  who have a had t o make adj ust ment s t o a new sor t 

of  l i f e.  Thi s i s happeni ng al l  over t he count r y,  but t her e ar e 

cer t ai n pecul i ar pr obl ems at t aahed t o t he ni sei  adj us t ment s .  I ' ve 

made sever al  changes mysel f  and I  st i l l  am not set t l ed.  Hous i ng 

has been one of  t he bi g pr obl ems.  I n our apar t ment wher e we moved 

i n J anuar y,  1943,  t he l andl ady was af r ai d t o t ake us at f i r s t .  

She t ol d t he ot her t enant s t hat we wer e Chi nese.  Lat er when t he 

ot her t enant s f ound out t hat we wer e Ni honj i n,  one l ady sai d i t  was 

okay because we wer e di f f er ent as she knew t hat we wer e educat ed.  

The l andl ady was qui t e r el i eved t hat t her e was a f avor abl e at t i t ude 

t owar d us .  However ,  she was an Aust r i an and she di d wor r y ver y 

much about our bei ng i n t hat bui l di ng.  Ther e was one per son who 

obj ect ed t o us but I  don' t know who i t  was .  At any r at e,  some FBI  

agent di d check up on us at one t i me accor di ng t o our l andl ady.  

" Ar ound Mar ch,  1943,  a new Aust r i an l andl ady came i n t o manage 

t he bui l di ng.  She and her husband wer e f ai r l y decent peopl e.  I  

used t o have l ong t al ks wi t h her and she t ol d me al l  about her l i f e 

i n Vi enna.  She was a wel l - educat ed woman.  At t hat t i me we wer e 
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payi ng $17 a week r ent .  Then my s i st er came out f r om camp,  she 

st ayed wi t h us f or a whi l e and t hen she t ook a downst ai r s apar t -

ment i n t he same bui l di ng wi t h t wo ot her ni sei  gi r l s .  Yosh' s 

br ot her was al so st ayi ng wi t h us f or a shor t t i me.
 :

7hen my 

younger br ot her came out of  camp we di d not have any r oom f or hi m 

so t hat he st ayed wi t h anot her young ni sei  f el l ow down t he st r eet 

and j ust at e wi t h us .  Ther e was one I t al i an f el l ow who st ar t ed t o 

compl ai n about al l  t he
 J

aps ar ound al l  t he t i me.  Fi nal l y our l and-

l or d began t o be af r ai d,  ĥe t hought t hat she woul d l ose her ot her 

t enant s .  

" Ther e wer e cer t ai n changes i n my per sonal  pl ans about t hat 

t i me so t hat I  deci ded t o move out .  I  di dn' t want t o keep up t he 

bi g pl ace by mysel f  as Yosh' s br ot her had l ef t t own and my younger 

br ot her went t o l i ve wi t h my ot her br ot her on t he nor t hs i de.  Yosh' s 

br ot her l ef t because he coul dn' t get i nt o any of  t he decent medi cal  

school s ar ound her e so he went t o Ann Ar bor .  I  f i nal l y deci ded t o 

go on my own.  I  saw a pl ace on Dear bor n pl ace one day So I  deci -

ded t o move i n si nce t her e was no ot her ni sei  i n t he bui l di ng.  The 

pl ace r ent ed f or 06. § 0 a week and t hat was wi t hi n my budget so I  

t ook i t .  Ther e was a cl ause i n t he l ease t hat f or bi d r ent i ng t hi s 

apar t ment t o Fi l i pi nos or Chi nese but not i on ?/ as ment i oned about 

J apanese so I  got i n.  Lat er on,  anot her ni sei  gi r l  ( CE- 24) mov ed 

i n.  I !y apar t ment i s l ar ge enough so my pur poses .  I  am comf or t abl e 

enough even t hough i t  i s a bas ment apar t ment .  I  get enough l i ght 

and t he ki t chen i s l ar ge enough f or my pur poses .  I  don' t have a 

pr i vat e bat h and t hat i s one di sadvant age.  However ,  i t  i s ' al most 

i mpossi bl e f or me t o get a l ar ger apar t ment wi t h a pr i vat e bat h,  

wi t h t he i ncome I  have si nce my school  i s qui t e an expense.  
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' I »d r at her not di scuss about my per sonal  l i f e wi t h Yosh si nce 

1 have put t hat out of  my mi nd.  Yosh deci ded t o go down t o Mar -

shal l ,  I l l i noi s ar ound Sept ember .  Ee was onl y supposed t o be gone 

f or t wo weeks but t hi ngs got ver y compl i cat ed and he has never come 

back.  He i s st i l l  down t her e i n some secr et def ense wor k and i t  i s 

al l  mi xed up.  He wr ót e and sai d he' s r at her l i ve al one so t hat 

t her e i s a t ent at i ve separ at i on.  He l i ves at t he Hyde Par k YMCi ,  

on t he sout t hsi de so t hat he has sor t of  dr opped out of  t he 

pi ct ur e.  ( Ther e was some di f f i cul t y about hi m r unni ng ar ound wi t h 

a Caucas i an woman but det ai l s ar e unknown at t he pr esent t i me. ) 

"At f i r st I  was agai nst al l  ni sei  soci et y but l at el y I  have 

become i ndi f f er ent t o t he whol e t hi ng.  A year ago t her e wer e not 

many ni sei  out her e and i t  was easy t o avoi d t hem.  Even at t hat 

t i me I  saw t hat t he ni sei  di dn' t seem t o want t o i nt egr at e t hem-

sel ves .  I  f el t  t hat i f  t hey di dn' t want t o do i t ,  i t  was no use i n 

t r yi ng t o push i nt egr at i on.  They wer e qui t e unset t l ed f or t he f i r st 

si x mont hs t hey wer e out her e as t hey had t o adj us t t hemsel ves t o 

t hei r wor k and i t  t ook t hem qui t e a whi l e t o set t l e down.  The di -

r ect i on now has been mor e and mor e t owar d a ni sei  soci et y.  Def i -

ni t e ni sei  cl i ques do exi st and i t  i s ext r emel y di f f i cul t  f or any 

ni sei  t o pr event bei ng pul l ed i nt o i t  i f  he has r el at i ves and f or -

mer f r i ends out her e.  I n my own case,  I  have not i ced t hat I  t end 

t o go t owar d t he l i mi t ed gr oup I  know al so.  I  am of t en i nvi t ed out 

by Caucas i an peopl e at t he ' Y'  but I  don' t make t he ef f or t because 

I  say t hat I  don' t have t he t i me.  The l i mi t ed t i me t hat I  do have 

i s spent i n ni sei  gr oups .  I n my own case,  t he pul l  has been r at her 

gr adual .  I  was t he f i r st of  my f ami l y out her e.  Then my br ot her 

and hi s wi f e came out ,  and t hey di d not go on t o Det r oi t  as t hey had 
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pl anned.  Then my s i s t er - i n- l aw' s br ot her got mar r i ed.  I n t hi s 

way,  t he f ami l y cl an has gr adual l y gat her ed so t hat now I  have 

qui t e a f ew di r ect and i ndi r ect r el at i ves out her e.  ( She i s speak-

i ng of  t he gr oup whi ch O. K.  i s s t udyi ng. ) 

"The cl i ques seem t o be cent er ed ar ound t he f or mer communi t i es 

wher e t he ni sei  l i ved and I  have a t ouch wi t h many of  t hem but I  

don' t bel ong t o any one def i ni t el y.  I  know of  a Seat t l e gr oup,  

Los Angel es gr oup,  chur ch gr oup,  YWCA gr oup,  San Di ego gr oup,  Bay 

Di st r i ct gr oupp Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a gr oup,  St ockt on gr oup and 

Pasadena gr oup*.  Ther e ar e many ot her s and t hey seem t o be get t i ng 

i nt er woven gr adual l y.  They ar e begi nni ng t o mi ngl e i n mor e and 

mor e and soon t her e wi l l  be a cl osel y kni t seei  ni sei  soci et y out 

her e whi ch may t ake i n al l  of  t he;  e gr oup.  I t  i s cent er ed l ar gel y 

ar ound t he dances .  I  don' t car e t o i dent i f y mysel f  i n any of  t hese 

gr oups and I  see how di f f i cul t . i t  i s t o r emai n out of  i t .  I  l ook 

upon t he t hi ngs as an i ndi vi dual  mat t er and I  can t ake i t  or l eave.  

I  al so f or got t o ment i on a Mont ana gr oup whi ch I  knew f or mer l y.  I t  

seems t hat al l  of  t hese gr oups ar e shi f t i ng ar ound and t hey wi l l  

not become est abl i shed as def i ni t e cl i ques unl ess t her e i s a common 

i nt er est .  

" That i s about how my l i f e i s at pr esent .  I  do not par t i ci pat e 

i n any def i ni t e gr oup out s i de of  my f ami l y member s and t hei r 

f r i ends .  I  do not car e f or pol i t i cal  act i vi t i es ver y much and I  

have not j oi ned any Caucas i an cl ubs .  I  don' t t hi nk t oo much about 

t he war .  I t  i sn' t  because I  am i ndi f f er ent t o i t .  I  t hi nk t hat 

i t  i s mor e because t he war seems t o be sor t of  i mper sonal  t o me.  I  

j ust accept democr acy and t ake i t  f or gr ant ed.  I  know t hat I  am an 

Amer i can i n spi t e of  my J apanese ancest r y and I  don' t go ar ound 
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ar gui ng about i t .  I  don' t t hi nk t hat I  am i n any way connect ed 

wi t h J apan.  That i s a r at her s i l l y i dea.  At t he same t i me I  don' t 

bel i eve i n goi ng ar ound and wavi ng t he f l ag.  I  t hi nk t hat i t  i s 

j ust as har mf ul  f or t he ni sei  t o get i nt o a gr oup t o do t hi ngs l i ke 

donat i ng bl ood t o t he Bed Cr oss as i t  i s f or t hem t o l i ve i n a 

J apanese communi t y.  I t  wi l l  onl y be mi sunder s t ood and peopl e wi l l  

get mor e of  an i mpr ess i on t hat bef or e t hat t hey ar e Amer i can J aps 

and t he emphas i s wi l l  be on t he J aps .  I  j ust want t o l i ve al one i n 

peace.  I  woul d not l i ke t o see a J apanese communi t y devel opi ng out 

her e but I  don' t want t o become i nvol ved i n t hi s Y/ hol e i ssue as I  

woul d onl y be get t i ng mysel f  al l  di s t ur bed.  I  l i ved a f ai r l y sa-

t i s f act or y l i f e and I  t hi nk t hat I  am wor ki ng t owar ds my goal  even 

t hough 1 have not r eached t hem yet .  I  haven' t t hought i n t er ms of  

my f ami l y s i nce I -  am mor e or l ess cut mysel f  of f  f r om t hem and be-

come i ndependent .  However ,  i f  t he r est of  my f ami l y does come out 

her e and t hey need hel p,  I  mos t l y cer t ai nl y wi l l  do my shar e.  I  

f eel  t hat I  shoul d not wor r y about t hese t hi ngs unt i l  t he t i me 

comes .  I  have an i dea t hat mos t of  t he ni sei  ar e r es t l ess because 

t hey ar e not at peace wi t hi n t hemsel ves .  That i s why so many of  

t hem j ump ar ound f r om ci t y t o ci t y.  They wi l l  not become adj us t ed 

ever unt i l  t hey have adj us t ed t hei r per sonal i t i es .  I  suppose t hat 

t hi s may be due t o t hei r yout h and t hei r i nabi l i t y t o br oaden t hei r 

per spect i ve.  

" My l i f e i s not t oo r es t l ess now.  I  f i nd pl ent y of  t hi ngs t o 

do t o keep me busy and I  t hi nk t hat I  am devel opi ng mysel f  at t he 

same t i me.  Whenever I  do have l ei sur e t i me,  I  do some r eadi ng.  I  

have al ways been i nt er es t ed i n good books and I  r ead whenever I  

have t he chance.  I  don' t ent er t ai n ot her ni sei  t oo much.  I  f eel  
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t hat t he f ew f r i ends I  have ar e cl ose f r i ends .  I  don' t bel i eve i n 

get t i ng a l ar ge number of  ni sei  t o sur r ound you because most of  

t hem ar e not r eal  f r i ends and t hey woul d l eave you f l at when an 

emer gency came up.  I  don' t di s l i ke t he ni sei  but I  f i nd t hat I  

don' t have t oo much i n common wi t h t he maj or i t y of  t hem.  I  l i ke t he 

f r i ends t hat I  have and i t  doesn' t mat t er what col or of  ski n t hey 

have.  Somet i mes I  wor r y about what i s goi ng t o happen i n t he f ut ur e 

t o t he ni sei ,  but i t  i s an endl ess sor t of  t hi ng and I  don' t spend 

t oo much t i me t hi nki ng about i t  s i nce I  am busy enough as i t  i s .  

I  guess I  was j ust made t o be easy goi ng and t o t ake t hi ngs i n my 

st r i de and not bui l d up t oo much of  a dr eam whi ch i s i mpossi bl e t o 

achi eve.  I  f eel  t hat i f  I  can gai n a cer t ai n amount of  happi ness 

out of  l i f e,  my l i f e wi l l  have been wor t hwhi l e.  I  haven' t r eached 

al l  of  my goal s and aspi r at i ons yet and t hat i s somet hi ng t hat I  

am wor ki ng t owar ds at t he pr esent t i me. " ( See O. K.  Di ary f or 

ot her at t i t udes. )  


