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SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS 

Date of interview Mov. 22, 1945 Interviewer Kikuohi 

1. 
4. 
5. 

6.  
8.  
10 

Name Iniico  I at  surge to 2. S e x, Mi© 3. Married s t a t . M ® D W 0 
Present address 
Later addresses 

eeey;. .ür,. 
Date 

it 

Birthplace Los 
Alien or citizen citizen 

V. Birthdate 7, 1 T 
9. Nisei, Kibei or Issei nisei 

(a) 
( b) 

(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Addresses between Dec.l, 1941 and evacuation 
anta Maria 

11. Assembly Center Tulare 

12. Relocation Center Gila" 

Date 
¡1 
it 
it 
ii 

Date 
n 

Date 
II 

; 

Apr; 1942 

-ept. t  1943 

13. Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present 
(a)  Be  m a n resident il-fr-r. Mandel Store) Date a iril 12  p  If 4  5 
(b) Lake i-'orrest  11 !.!ay f  "1945 
'c) 2250 Geneva Terrace " Aue.  .  i 

14. Persons living in household on Dec.l, 1941. Relationsh ip to Re-
(a) ffutsutaro Matsu: oto settler father 

np ther (b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

(h) 
(i) 
U > 
M 
( 1 )  

(m) 

•¿''usano 
" i n 
Kimitsu -•QI -ier 

15. Persons living in household on evac. day 
(If same as 14, enter symbol,e.g.14(a).) 

( a ) exce.ot father who ...• 

Relationship to Re-
settler 

(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
( e) 

(f) 

-]  TitQI • '1 f: . 1 

r r 
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15. continued 
Age 

(a)  60 
(b)-
(c)" 
(d)' 
(e)" 
(f)' 
(g>: 
( h) 
(iv 
(j): 
(k) 
(ir 
(m) 

16. 

Sex 
M 

M.S Birthplace 
J  'a  p ci II 

Grade compi. 
Amer.school 

Educ.in 
Japan 

nlfììTl 

Occupa-
tion Dec 
1, 1941 

.Relig. 
Affil. 

ai 
T i 
PA / r f r ». 

Sun I  ed.ro 
Iii one 

T F TF 
1SL 

If immediate family (parents, siblings, children or sp ouse) 
were not included in household group in 15, because of d iffer--i JI j J  „ 4- ̂  J  T -̂.̂./-»̂.Hrt̂l'iv-.̂.'t-Vii-itn 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
16, 

(a) 
(b) 
( o) 

(d.) 

(e) 
(f) 
17. 

Name 
Relationship 
to resettler 

Residence 
(if deceased 
write "dec." 

Age 
(if dec. 
age at death 

Sex Mar. 
Stat 

Residence 
(if deceased 
write "dec." 

Age 
(if dec. 
age at death 

Mar. 
Stat 

continued -

Birthplace 
Grade compi. 
Amer.school 

Educ. 
in Japan 

Occupation 
Dec.1,1941 

(for dec.last 
occupation) 

Religion 

What members of household and immediate family evacuat ed to-
gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols us ed 
in 15 and 16). 

16 Composition of household in Assembly Center or Free Zone (Give 
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, give sex, age, relat ionship) 
Upon arrival: ... - — — — 
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18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone 

father (parolee) returned in August 

19. Composition of household in Relocation .Project (Giv e symbols; 
if others, give sex, age, relationship). 
Upon arrival: 

J 18 

Just before leaving Project 

18 

20. Composition of household in Chicago at date of interv iew: 
(Give symbols; if others, give details) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 

20. 

Name 
Relationship 
to resettler 

Res idence 
(if deceased 
write "dec," 

Age 
(if dec. 
age at death Sex 

Mar. 
Stat. 

Imiko 
llimitsu 
2 othe  • -irls live together » nt X I >-v  u  . 

continued -

Birthplace 
Grade completed 
American school 

Educ. 
in Japan 

Occupation 
Dec . 1,  1941 
(for dec.last 
occupation) Religion 

(a) 
(b)' 
(c)' 
(d)" 
(e)' 
(f)' 

21.  
by symbol and dates. Give details for new households or en tries 

Relation- Residence . Age 

Date Name 
ship to 
resettler 

(if deceased 
write "dee." 

(if dec. 
age at death) Sex 

Mar. 
Stat. 

(aT 
(b)' 
(c)' 
(d )" 
(©>" 

(f)' 



SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLSRS 
21. continued 

Relation- Residence 
ship to (if deceased 
resettler write "dec." Name 

Occupation 
Dec. 1,1941 
(for dec.last 
occupation ) 

21. continued 

Educ. 
in Japan 

Grade compi 
Amer.school 

Educational history of resettler 
Elementary schools (name and location) G-rade completed 

sarton hill. San Pedro 

Grammar schools (name and location) Grade completed Date 
Lorir-oo 

High schools (name and location) 
> iint a  "aria HI ¿di. Marita l'aria 

Grade completed Dates 

lieges, universities and vocational 
schools (name and location) 

Grade 
completed Dates 

Attendance at Japanese language 
school, location 



SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS 

22. Occupational history (begin with first job). Note peri ods of 
unemployment by entering dates continuously and writing 
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include emp loy 
ment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project and contin ue 
with employment since resettling. 

Dates Av. m 
From To Nature of job Type of industry Location wages 

Reason 
for ter-
mination 

off and on us se ìool 1 

dent Gila 

domestic 
done stic 

Religious connections (begin with first, include assemb ly 
center and Relocation project and status after resettlem ent) 

Dates [Attended what church Where attended¡What Sunday sch 

Political activities 
Dates Voted in what election For what party 

President 



WRA Form 26 305,436 

2. Gila 9/5/42 
3. Tulare 4/30/42 
4. 619 West Main Street, Santa Maria, Calif. 
5. Matsumoto, Fukutaro Wakayama, Japan 

Hirohara, Fusano Wakayama, Japan 

7?'Grammar aschool, El Camino, Santa Maria, Calif. 1925 to 1934 
High school, Santa Maria, Santa Maria, 1934 to 1938 

7a. Major: Commercial 
Activities: Music; Talent Club 

None 
61 95 lbs. 
Menorrhagia 
Single 
Daughter 
8/7/19 
No High 4 
Speaks Japanese 
Waitress, Informal 

8.  
12. 
13. 
18.  
19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27 a 
28.  

29. 

30. 

9/42 Gila WRA Receptionist--Dental $16 mo. 
7/42 to 8/42 WCCA Clothing Dept. Sr. clerk--issued cloth ing $12 mo 

Inspected packages 
-- 4/42 Restaurant, Santa Maria Helper (unpaid family h elper) 
1938 to 1939-C. Ishii, Grocery Sales clerk (wait on 

Store, Santa Maria customers) 
Hobbies: Music, reading, literature, drawing 
u.P. Social work 
Christian 

Imiko's brother, Kimitsu Matsumoto 

2. same 9/4/42 
3. same 
4.  s  ame 
5. same 

7&'Grammar school, El Camino, Santa Maria, Calif. 9/33 t o 6/41 
High school, Santa Maria, 9/41 to 4/42 

8?'wakayama, Japan, 4/33 to 8/33 (Went to visit dying gra ndmother) 

12. 65 120 lbs. 
13. No major defects. Weak eyes 
18. Single 
19. Son 
20. 7/6/27 
23. Yes 
24. High 1 
25. Speaks Japanese 
27.--- 27a. 
28. Student 
29. Hobby: reading 
30. Christian 
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Imiko's father, Pukutaro Matsumoto 

2. same 9/4/42 
3. same 8/2/42 (Was interned at Bismarck, N.D.) 
4. same 
5. Matsumoto,-- Wakayama Japan 

Matsushita, Yoshi Wakayama, Japan , 
5a. 
7. Grammar school, Wakayama, Japan 1891 to 1899 
7a. None 
8. Japan 12/84 to 1900; 1917 to 1918 
12. 65 150 lbs. 
13. No major defects. Eye impairment corrected by glasses 
18. Married 
19. Head 
20. 12/29/84 
23. No 
24. Grammar-8 (Japan) 
25. Speaks English 
27. Manager, restaurant 
27a.---
28. 9/42 Gila WRA Mess Operations 

8/42 to 9/42 Tulare WGCA 
1939 to 1942 Restaurant Operator 

Santa Maria, Calif. 
1923 to 1939 Barber Shop, 

Santa Maria, Ca] if. 
29. Hobbies: reading, movies 
30. Christian 

Cook 
Barber 
Operator 

Operator 

$19 mo. 
$12 mo. 

150 mo. 

$150 mo. 

Imiko's mother, Pusano Matsumoto 

2. same 9/4/42 
3. same 4/30/42 
4. same 
5. Hirohara, Kunitaro (dec.) Wakayama, Japan 

Iwakuni, Iso (dec.) Wakayama, Japan 
5a. 
7. Grammar school, San Pedro, Calif. 2 months 

Attended school in Japan 8 years 
7a. None 
8. Wakayama, Japan 9/99 to 10/18 

Japan 4/33 to 8/33 (to visit sick mother) 
12. 56 102 lbs. 
13. Impairment of eyes corrected by glasses 
18. Married 
19. Wife 
20. 9/27/99 
23. No 
24. Grammar 8 Japan 
25. Speaks English 
27. Cook (Rest.) 
27a. Seamstress 
28. Restaurant, Santa Maria Cooked, served, washed and wi ped dishes 

cash register (unpaid family member) 
29. Hobbies: sewing, barber. O.P. Mess Hall (server, if possible) 
30. Christian 



Charles Kikuchi Ch-23 
Evacuation and ^sett lement Study Ikakô May Maruyama (pseud . ] 
IJ. or California 
Chicago office. 
December 29, 1945. 

Ikuko May Maruyama is a 24 year old 
single Nisei girl. She has been in 
Chicago since April 1943. Prior to 
the war, she was unemployed due to 
ill health» Her former residence is 
Santa Maria California. Since coming 
to Chicago, Ikuko has held two domestic 
jobs and then transferred to an office 
job. She is not satisfied with her 
present position. 

Ikuko is a rather sensitive girl, 
but she appears to get along"with 
people satisfactorily. She is 
engaged to be married to a Nisei 
soldier shortly after next year altho 
the date is dot definite. Her parents 
are arriving from Gila next month, 
'̂ his has solved her porry about 
getting her 16 year old brother into 
school without the payment of fees. 

In many ways, Ikuko is typical of the 
timid sort of Nisei. She is slightly 
fearful of the public attitudes. 
The series of interviews lasted from 
November 22 to date. Excellent 
cooperation vas obtained. Ikuko is 
living with her brother and two other 
Nisei girls, but the interviewer 
was able to obtain privacy for the 
interviews. Illness and the Xmas 
season rush prevented the completion 
of this case document sooner."Ikuko 
does not look very healthy; she is 
very thin and easily susceptible to 
various sicknesses. She has been ill 
several times since her resettlement. 



CE-23 
Extra-confidential 

Ikuko May Maruyama is a 24 year old single nisei girl who 

has resettled here in Chicago since April 12, 1943. At the pre-

sent time she has her younger 16 year old brother, Ken, living 

with her. Ikuko is employed as a clerical worker, origin ally she 

resettled out here as a domestic worker, but she has made the 

occupational shift since then. 
• k , 

Ikuko is a former resident of Santa Maria, California. SUB 

was evacuated to the Tulare Assembly Center in April, 194 2. She 

was removed to the Gila Relocation Center in September , 1942. Since 

coming to Chicago Ikuko has had three different places of  residence. 

One of Ikuko 1s greatest problems at the present time is in 

trying to get her parents released to come and join her her e. Her 

father is 60 years old and he v/as empi a restaurant operator p rior 

to the war. Mr. Maruyama was interned by the FBI, but late r re-

leased to the Gila Relocation Center to join his family.  A special 

permit is necessary to get him out here on an indefinite le ave. 

This is handled by the Immigration Department and ther e has been 

considerable delay in accomplishing this due to the us ual govern-

mental red tape. Mrs. Maruyama is 44 years old and she i s also 

anxious to come out and join her daughter. The family appa rently 

are rather religious due to various circumstances in the bac kground, 

but they are not regular attenders of the Christian church. This 

situation will be elaborated later. 

Ikuko is a high school graduate. She attended the Bart on Hill 

elementary school in San Pedro from 1925 to 1931. The fami ly then 

moved to Lompoc and Ikuko attended school there for one y ear. The 

father was a barber during this time, but he shifted his o ccupation 

to a small restaurant operator in 1934, and Ikuko complete d her 
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elementary education in that city. She attended the Sant a Maria 

high school from 1934 to 1938. Ikuko also attended a Japa nese 

language school during the ages 10 to 15. She has not had any 

other formal education since that time. 

During her childhood Ikuko was a regular attender of t he 

Christian church. She did this until the age of 18, but she has 

given up going to churches since that time because of th e belief 

that the church is hypocritical in its attitudes. However , Ikuko 

still retains a strong belief in God and she has faith in Hi s per-

sonal poY/er of helping individuals. This attitude has not dis-

torted her thinking in any degree as it is an outcome of he r 

complicated background. 

Ikuko is a very attractive nisei girl. She is about 5 ft. 2 

but she does not weigh much over 100 pounds due to poor he alth. 

Her health failed at the age of 18 due to some complicat ions of 

her reproductive system. She has had heaemmorhages of the uterus 

for the past six years and this development has affected her per-

sonality greatly. This has been one factor in her belief i n God. 

Ikuko has been rather popular with the opposite sex, but d ue to 

rumors about her physical condition, several of her con templated 

marriages have been disrupted, ^t the present time Ikuko is  en-

gaged to a nisei soldier and she plans to get married early next 

year. 

Ikuko is a rather intelligent but slightly sensitive young 

woman. She is quite frank in conversation and she appear s to be 

objective in most of her attitudes except her references t o the 

healing powers of a Divine Force. However, this has not distorted 

her personality in any appreciable degree. 

Due to her difficulties of getting her parents relocated, 
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_ � .... 

Ikuko has had considerable difficulty in getting her brot her en-

rolled in the public school system. The writer made his initial 

contacts for interview purposes because of this situati on and he 

has attempted to assist her in this matter, altho no mu ch progress 

has been made due to the attitude of the Board of Educati on in 

this city. Ikuko has banked rather strongly on getting he r parents 

out here so that the non-residence clause will be elimin ated. 

However, there has been difficulties in this respect, as m entioned 

previously, so that Ikuko is now worried that they will not arrive 

here by the beginning of the next semester. Her brother,  Ken, is 

working as a office boy in a Caucasian company this semest er, but 

he is quite anxious to get back to school as he has definite ambi-

tions of continuing his schooling right through the colle giate 

level. 

The problem has been complicated by the fact that one  of her 

present room mates is planning to move out on Jan. 2, 1944 to join 

her sister in Evanfcton. This will leave Ikuko with the p roblem of 

paying the major share of the rent. There is also another g irl 

living with Ikuko at the present time. They have a four- room 

apartment. Ikuko and her brother sleep in the living room while 

the other two girls occupy the bedroom. They pay a rent of $54 a 

month. 

Ikuko has not had much work experience due to her poor h ealth. 

Prior to the evacuation she did not hold any regular job altho she 

worked off and on as a domestic school girl, part time. She has 

also helped her father in the restaurant occasionally. D uring the 

month of June, 1942, Ikuko was a typist in the Tulare As sembly 

Center but she had to resign this job due to her illness . In m m * 
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August, 1942, Ikuko worked as a junior clerk in the same center. 

From September to December, 1942, she was a dental recept ionist at 

the Gila A center. She then worked as a dental assistant un til 

January, 1943. For the next few months she did not work d ue to 

poor health. In March and April, 1945, she was employe d as a typist 

at Gila. She resettled in April to Chicago to work as a dome stic 

for §40 a month. But she quit this job in May to take a  domestic 

position in Lake Forrest for $60 a month. She quit this p osition 

to look for an office job and she was unemployed for the fir st two 

weeks of August, 1943. Since August 15, 1943 Ikuko has be en em-

ployed as a general clerk in a factory in Chicago at $90  a month. 

However, she is not satisfied with this position but she i s having 

some difficulty in changing job as her preafent employe r will not 

issue her a certificate of employment availability. She h as told 

her employer that she plans to move to another state. Ikuko i s a 

little hesitant about telling her employer outright th at she wants 

to quit her job in order to get a higher paying job in order t o 

meet her present living expenses. 

The present series of interviews were started on November 22, 

1943. Ikuko has asked that absolute confidence be give n to her 

story since her fiance objects to her telling about her f ormer ill-

ness as he believes that it may disrupt their present marriag e 

plans. Ikuko is quite willing to tell the full story, bu t she does 

not wish to antagonize her fiance in any way. The writer h as given 

his word that full confidence will be given, altho some of the 

data which she wished to be eliminated will be recorded in the 

following pages. This is mostly in respect to the nature of her 

former illness. Ikuko looks slightly anemic and she is q uite thin 
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in appearance. On December 3 she contacted a cold which has de-
r 

veloped into a rather serious case of flu due to her lower ^'iodily 

resistance. She has not consulted a doctor at any time during this 

illness. The series of interviews has been disrupted due  to this 

illness. On Dec. 13, the writer had a phone conversatio n with 

Ikuko and the following notes are taken from  GK Diary of that 

date to indicate Ikuko's present state of mind; 

"I didn't go out on interviews last night because 

Ilcuko was still ill with the flu In phoning Ikuko last 

night I got quite a story about all of her troubles in t he 

brief time that I talked with her. Ikuko is  qi ite worried 

about all of the problems which now face her and she wante d 

to know what she could do about it. She said that she has 

been ill in bed for one week with the ^lu and she had a high 

fever for a few days. She did not call a doctor because  she 

said that her funds were so low. Another thing that worri es 

her greatly is that Lucy, one of the room mates, is going to 

move out of the apartment on Jan. 2 to go to Evanston to 

live with her sister. This will leave Ikuko with the majo r 

burden of paying the $54 a month rent, She will have to pay 

two-thirds of it for herself and her brother. Ikuko only 

makes about $90 or §100 a month and taxes are deducted fr om 

this. She has been banking on her parents coming out here 

by Christmas, but now it does not seem that this will be 

possible for some weeks yet. Ikuko doesn't know what to do 

about her brother's schooling, ^he has heard that several 

other nisei boys have slipped into the school system w ithout 

the payment of tuition. I suggested that she try the s ame 
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thing with her brother if a solution cannot be worked out 

by the beginning of next semester. Ikuko has not done very -

much about the scho 1 problem as she had expected her par ents 

to be out here before next semester. She said that her 

father had written her the other day saying that the Immigra-

tion authorities at Santa -ce are still studying his case be-

fore his indefinite release can be granted. Ikuko ph oned the 

Immigration officer here but he did not have any further 

suggestions to make. He told her that she should not be too 

anxious fcbout the matter as it will take a little time to 

clear her father. Ikuko said that her funds were so low that 

she didn't tenow what to do. ^he is even thinking of going 

back to camp because she cannot make a go of it out here . I 

told her that she should not become too aftxiew» discourage d. 

I suggested that she write a long letter to the Gila Projec t 

Director and explain the entire situation to him So see if 

he can eliminate some of the red tape of getting her parents 

out here. I told her that I would try to help her write the 

letter the next time I interview her, which will probabl y be 

next week." 

Before recording Ikuko*s own story, a brief discussion o f her 

brother, Ken, age 16, will be given at this point. Ken is no w 

working at the Kelling Nut Co., 365 E. Illinois St. as an office 

boy. He is rather large for his age and slightly on the plum p 

side. Ken stated that he had gained about 20 pounds since  coming 

to Chicago. He appears to have a rather intelligent person ality 

altho some of his mannerisms seem to be slightly effemin ate due to 

the former influence of his mother and his sister's pres ent atti-
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tude of protection and concern over his welfare. In sp ite of that 

Ken is a normal boy. He came out here on Sept. 15, 1945, to join 

his sister and to attend hi-s the public schools as a juni or in high 

school. His comments on Nov® 22, 1943, to the writer were as 

follows: 

"I've been workin  ;  as an office boy because I cannot get into 

school. My sister sent for me last September and I came  out with 

the idea of enrolling right away. I oarae out because the school 

system in camp is not so good and it does not provide the courses 

that I am interested in. When I came out here I went to the s chool 

board right away so that I could enroll. They told me tha t I 

would have to pay $196 a year tuition because my parents wer e not 

out here. This was quite a surprise to me and I didn't kn ow what 

to do. It was so unexpected. Naturally I was greatly disa ppointed 

that I could not go to school as I had planned. 

"My sister heard of another nisei case where exemption was 

granted so she inquired around to find out what she cou ld do for 

me, but she has not had any luck thus far. I had to lay around for 

a few weeks and I expected etfery dpy to have the whole t hing 

settled, but it did not happen. I then decided that I had be tter 

go to work and save some money so I could go to school the  follow-

ing semester. At that time my sister was living with Marg aret 

Uchino and her brother told me that he thought he could g et a job 

for me so I went to work with him for a while. 

"I feel so discouraged about not being able to go to soho ol 

as I wanted to go so much. I went down to the Waller high s ohool 

to see if I could get in there. They told me that it was s o late 

in the semester that it would be better for me to stay out th at 
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semester as I oould not catch up with the rest of the class . 

"My folks would send me the  moiey to go to school as my mother 

is very anxious that I cp to college. However, it was alr eady six 

weefts in the semester and the school principal said th ; t it was  ;  oo 

late for me to :et into the accde lie program. The courses that 

were  _  en to me would not help le too much Tor college so I fi ured 

I could stay out for the se ester and save some money up. y 

sister is still tryin  ;  to hel. me get into hi-h sohool and that is 

one of my great problems. I am counting on my parents comin g out 

here by next January so that I will not have to pay any tuiti on. 

I don't know what I will do if they don't come out here. 

n ¡y parents do not know that I am not going tj sohool righ t 

now. I wouldn't dare tell them because my mother would get very 

angry. I wouldn't «ant my mother to worry any more t ia n necessary, 

'y sister and I are very close to her and my mother ju st lives for 

us. Che is not boo strong in health, it will be easier to e xplain 

the whole thing to her whon she comes out hore. 

,r It wasn't too hard not to go to school after it had boo n 

going on .Lor six weok- as I would have been behind in six subjects 

anyway and I wanted to get at least a B average i  i  all of ly 

courses fco that I .ould liavo no trouble for college entra nce. cm 

the other hand, it was quite a disa ppointment b cause I tho u ht I 

would start right away but ther were so many delays an d I didn't 

know when I oould start. My d was interned after the war so I 

don't know if tie government will let him cone out. It is up t b 

the Inmigration office as my dad is a parolee to Gila. lie  rrally 

is innocent. 

"Daa used to be a butler in Now York and maybe he can do that 
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kind of work out here. He Tised to travel around quite a bit w hen 

he was young. Dad is clore to 60 now and he can't work in a re s-

taurant as a cook anymore because it is a little too hard. He plans 

to work in a home out hero as a cook and ra-'-mother coa be a m: id, 

then I can go live with then and go to school. My sister is g oing 

to get tarried pretty soon and r>he will nove to "Tinnesc t a. 

J feel a -little lost out here. I made a lot or friends in 

camp but I only miss a few of then. If X just wanted to play, the 

caap would be the piece for it. However, I want to go to college 

and it is best for me that I am out here now. Ily folks will h elp 

me thru school but I think I will have to do most of it myse lf be-

cause they won't be in such a good peeition to do it. 

'I want to enter scientific work. I made up ny mind in Gila. 

I worked in the hospital lab out there as I got the job thr u ny 

teacher. I enjoyed the lab work very much. I did urine an alysis 

and blood count, a few years before that I thought I wante d to be 

a bectoriolojist and the Gila experience convinced me tha t t is was 

the work I was going to study for. Now I want to go on wit h this. 

X still have two years of hi gh school yet but I iuvc made up m y 

nind to be a bacteriologist.  A lot of the nisei kids in Gila don't 

think of *hat they want to do for their career, but I belie ve they 

should decide early and work for it. They want to play abo und too 

luoh in camp. I didn't want to cet that way, so that is tie r eason 

I came out here. The schools are better out -ere too. 

"I work all day right now. I get paid two times a month and 

I get almost ^50 clear after taxes each time. I make even rio re 

than ray sister is getting. This is the first time I have ever n ade 

so much money. I think I oould evei nake more if I worked ov ertime. 



On Saturdays I could put in overtime but I only w<,. k in the morn-

ino> It is a 40 hour week aid I could ;et Saturday overtime. I 'm 

an office boy right now. The work is very easy. i*ll I do ic  to 

open the morning mail, file some things and go on errand s. The 

people in the office try to be very friendly to me bee: u e I  am a 

nisei. I've noticed that very .much. At first I was afrai d of 

them but no, I can joke around, 

"There is one girl in our office and her husband is a mar ine 

n the vouth Pacific, ^he wrote and told her husband that I was 

in the office. The marine wrote bacc and said that his clo sest 

buddy was killed by the Japanese soldiers but he doesn't hold any-

thinG against ten. ..hat do you :iow, the marine even sai d hello 

and to write rSeTa letter. My sister said that I didn't ha ve any-

thing to do with the Japanese sol iors anyway. There was anot her 

Girl in the office and ler name was Violet, ¿he objecte d to me 

because she thought I was a Jap and she quit her job. That 's what 

c told one of the other workers anyway, I haven't noti ced luch 

prejudice out here because nob jay ever says anything to  me. Maybe 

it is because I am too young. 

"I haven't been able to save a much money as I thought I 

•ould. e never had tuch »inter clothes in California so I have 

had to buy a lot of things for the inter seas i here. Anot her 

thing is t >at we eat good here and we have a  ./¿Q a week food bill 

for the four of us.  .  y sister and the other girls got worried so 

we cut it do .m to ., 2B this week and we ..ant to get even lo ,er. 

Out rent is pretty cheap. »<e only pay 456.00 a month for th e four 

of us. Now that I am working and making more than my sister, I 

have to pay one-fourth of the expenses, I have to help o ut in the 
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sister washes them since she doesn't get hone until 6:30 . Mary 

and Lucy do all t  ie  cooking and they  t  re very good cooks. That's 

why M I have gained so much weight. I usually v/ash ly own clothes 

on Saturday afteraoon. 

,f I went to a ni~ht school for a while but I had to -u.te be -

cause it was too far away, I had to {50 out to the 2o00 bl oĉ c on 

the westside and it took quite a bit ox time. I wasn't able to do 

this and work too. I have to wake up at 6 :E0 in the mor lin  ;  no.. 

so t Kit I am pretty tired by the time I cone home from work a nd I 

don't feel like going to night sc iool so much. That night sc hool 

I went to is considered to be very fiood. If ray sister oa  1 &et me 

into sc.iool, I may have to to ^Vanstotu '¿hey will let the nisei 

in school out there without paying tuition. That's what th e Amer-

ican ¿friends Sertice told ray sister. I will have to w ork part 

time if I do that and I a  1  not so keen about that. That's w y I 

an bi iiin,* so much on my parents coming out here. If th ey do c ¿me, 

will only have to work on turdays. 

'It is too hard to work and study gt the same time. I have 

to study a lot and it would be too hard to do that if I h  d to 

work too. I've had my job for about one month now. Before th at I 

was doiij a spray job at the Universal Stationery compa ny hut I 

quit jecause I got sick. I couldn't stand the fumes. I only 

worked two days a week but t lat was too much, ^fter that  t e RA 

offered le a job in the Methodist Publishing Company but it only 

paid ,17.25 a week so I took my present job  •  s an office boy in-

stead. 

"The spray job I had before paid me the best. I would get 
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cause at other times I got paid : tly 12 for two days o f work, I 

couldn't wo k riore then two Jays a week because it was t o ha rd for 

me. I did this wor  :  for about tir ee weeks and I had to put in 10 

hours a day each tine I went down ther . 

'I don't have too much to do when I com© home now, .̂fter I 

get through eating it is 7:30 or a o'clock, I read a book fo r a 

hile and then I go to bed. Once in a while I open ny trigo nometry 

book but I an too tired to do much studying. :°y present  boss told 

me I could work part time for him when I do go back to so o ol. Cn 

Saturdays I usually go out with another nisei boy after work. Vy 

sister's fiance'comes in on Sundays. He is very nice and he takes 

me all over with them. He is at i'ort Custer and he was in the wrmy 

before the war, That's about all the contacts I have ri£- ;t no,, 

I don't go around visiting ioo ma ly nisei out here as  there are not 

nany young people my a, e. I just don't s en to care to i-ike the 

effort. I only went to visit one other nisei place since  X have 

co 10 to Chicago, Henry an I are the best of friends. His folks 

are in Lvanston, wut we go out together on -undays som eti as. lie 

got out of high school last June and he is working full time right 

now. He plans to o to college later. 

"I never lived in a large city before to that it is a little 

hard to get used to it, I get the impression that every body is 

rushing around. I've been .;ith ray mother all alo and it do esn't 

seen li::e home without ler altho my sister takes good care of me. 

I've only been here two or t iree months now and it will tak e me a 

little more time to ;et used to it. I think that city lif e is a 

good way tu getting used to keeping away from nisei. I h ave a lot 
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fun just riding the street cars and seeing the sights. I kn ow the 

city pretty well now because my boss sends me out on a lot o f 

errands. I don't feel lost for the nisei at all. I realize  that 

life has to be different out here. Everything has changed  since my 

dad was interned for seven months. He was sent to North Dako ta. 

I think the FBI interned him because he contributed $ 1 to an or-

ganization. Most of the other Japanese got released but my dad 

got a parole. He answered 'yes yes 1 to the registration too. I 

wish that he could hurry up and come out here because my p arents 

want to come and join us so badly. I can go to school the n and 

that will be really the start of my new life out here ." 

I went to interview Ikuko on Nov. 23 and during the evenin g 

she discussed quite a bit about her family background. Th e follow-

ing is a verbatim account of Ikuko's story: 

"I never questioned my parents about too many details of their 

younger days. They both came from Wakayama Ken in southe rn Japan. 

Mfcr father came over first when he was 15 years old (abou t 1895). He 

did not know my mother at all at that time» My father has do ne many 

different kinds of work; I think he's done about everythin g. He 

worked on the Montana railroads with a Japanese gang fo r a while. 

He told me once that he had to work way up in the mountain s and 

sleep on the cold grounds at night. 

"Life has never been easy for my father but he never com -

plained to us ab)ut the hardships that he went through. Da d 

started to cook when he was around 20 and he traveled all ov er 

the country as a cook and butler up to the time he was 30 y ears 

old. He told us that he had been to New York and Boston among 
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other places where he worked. He went back to Californi a after 

that and he worked as a cook in a Japanese cafeteria for a while. 

He was in southern California and during this time he also worked 

as a cook for Charlie Chaplin. 

"Dad got married when he was still in New York. He saved up 

quite a bit of money and he took a trip to Japan one summer and 

the marriage was arranged to my mother. ̂He was going t o bring her 

back with him right away but the Immigration officials h eld her up 

because she had some kind of eye trouble. Dad came back al one and 

mother followed him a little later. This was in 1919 and  my mother 

came in through Portland. After that my parents moved to L os An-

geles and dad became a cook there. 

"It was about this time that dad decided to settle down mor e. 

He wanted to have his own profession so that he could be in bus i-

ness for himself. That is why he went to a barber college. He 

picked it up pretty fast and was given his license befor e he spent 

the full time in the course. Dad was in the barber busin ess for 

the next  22 years. 

"I came along in 1919 and my family had a pretty hard time 

around then. There was a Spanish flu epidemic going all a round 

southern California during the time that mother was preg nant. Dad 

was very worried about this, so that was one of the reasons  why he 

moved around in order to escape the epidemic.^He even move d over 

to Catalina Island for a  while/) I  was born in Los Angeles, how-

ever I moved around quite a bit since then. 

"When I was two years old, my family moved to San Pedro. Dad 

bought a barber shop there and we lived in the back of it.  I 

don ! t remember very much about this place. It was in a sort of  a 
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Japanese community but there were a lot of other poor peo ple living 

around there. We lived there until I was about  12 years old. My 

mother was never very well and when I was 5 years old she had a 

serious illness and she had to go to a hospital then. Da d did not 

have the time to take care of my by himself so that he took me to 

an American home where Mrs. Taylor took care of me. I didn 't know 

any English at that time so that I couldn 1t understand what she 

said to me, Mrs. Taylor was rather impatient with me and some-

times she would even spank me when I could not tell her in wor ds 

that I wanted to go to the lavatory. As a child'I wasn't t oo 

healthy. I've always been quite thin. I didn't have any special 

interest at all except drav/ing and Mrs. Taylor encourage d that a 

little bit. I don't know whether it was good for me to be living 

with Mrs, Taylor during my mother's illness because it made me a 

little shy and I was scared of people. As soon as my mother was 

recovered I went home again. 

"In 1931 we moved to Santa Maria. Dad bought a barber sh op 

there in the Japanese community and he kept at this work u ntil 

3 940.  Uowever, it became increasingly harder for him to stand on 

his feet all day so that he decided to change his occu pation. He 

bought out  -  a Japanese restaurant on Main St. and this was the wor k 

that my family was in until the war. 

"Dad was quite handsome as a young man and he appeared much 

bigger than he actually was beca.use he carried himsel f well. He 

was often mistaken as a*lawyer or a professional person. Dad has 

aged terribly since the evacuation and he looks his 60 y ears of age 

now. Dad has always had a very easy going temperament and he did 

not give way to fits or anger very often. I always remembe r him 
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as a very gentle person and he is still this w a y . w a s always 

the greatest of pals with my father. I think he was inclin ed to-

wards being an introvert altho he could be quite friendl y with the 

people he knew a little better. He had to keep on friendly  terms 

with a lot of people because of his work. However, his ci rcle of 

close friends was not too broad 

"My mother was always the dominating one in our family. Sh e 

wore the pants. She is about 16 years younger than my fath er and 

much more active. Mother is quite tiny as she is only 4 ft. 9 in. 

tall. However, it has been mostly thru her efforts that th e family 

has been kept together. If it were not for her dominating  person-

ality the family would have gone to pieces many times an d not held 

together like it has. My mother has a very strong mi nd and she 

knows exactly what she wants. We were all under her influen ce— 

including my father. I began to rebel at her at times when I got 

a little older but it was only upon rare occasions that the  con-

flict got very b i t t e r I have always felt close to my mother a lso. 

"My mother has always been a hard worker and she is quite 

conscientious in keeping the home up. Ever since my brothe r and I 

came along, mother has lived strictly for her children.  She doesn't 

have a selfish streak in her. She tends to be quite possess ive of 

the family. I would say that it was my mother who made all o f the 

important family decisions and the rest of us just foll owed along. 

When we first moved from San Pedro my mother was against the  idea 

of going to Lompoc. However, this was one of the times that dad 

wanted his own way so that we had to go live there for a wh ile. 

Dad was quite enthusiastic about moving to Lompoc but mo ther thought 

that it was just a dingy gambling town and it would not be  good for 
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us there. 

"At this time dad liked to gamble quite a bit and he wa s de-

termined to move the family there and my mother could not c hange 

his mind right  away.  This is one of the few times my parents had 

a bitter argument. I was only about 12 but I can remember the 

scene which was created. They argued for days about w hether to 

move there or not. My mother said that dad had no sense of res-

ponsibility for his family if he insisted upon moving. She fi nally 

gave in anc! the thing she said came true. 

"There was a store next door to our barber shop and my dad 

spent a great deal of time going to the back of the next door store 

to gamble. It got to be quite a fever with him and he cou ld think 

of nothing else. Mother was very upset at this and they had ano-

ther big quarrel. My mother threatened to get a divorce if my 

father would not move to another toxjn. She insisted that  the en-

vironment there was not good for growing children. This a rgument 

went on for several months and it was the lowest point in our 

family relationship. Finally my father came to his sense s and he 

gave in, so that we moved to Santa Maria after that. 

"My mother wanted to go to Santa Maria because she had so me 

old church friends there in the Japanese community. It was f rom 

that time that my mother decided almost everything of impo rtance 

in the family and her decisions were always correct. We b egan to 

rely upon her more and more for advice. 

"My parents had other quarrels but they x̂ere not too serio us. 

The reasons for the cause was that at times my dad was quick with 

his hand and he became impatient. When he was younger he str uck my 

mother occasionally but this never broke her spirit and  gradually 
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dad became calmer. After that my parents got on quite well en d the 

quarrels became less and less frequent. Dad never mistre ated my 

mother and me as he was quite fond of both of us. 

"I was very close to my dad so that I would always throw my -

self at him and telH him to stop when he began to strik e my mother. 

Dad was the type of temperament that flew off the handle  quickly 

and he would forget the incident just as quickly. But if it were 

my mother who did the striking, she would talk about it for days. 

My parents just had different temperaments. Most of the arguments 

happened during the time that my dad was addicted to g ambling. 

Mother detested gambling and she said that if my father kep t it up 

then the other Japanese people would talk about our fam ily and call 

us low class. Dad would only play for small stakes but th e amounts 

added up over a long period of time. Finally my mother was able to 

break him completely of the habit because she has a tend ence to 

nag until she gets what she wants. Dad became submissive t o mother 

and there was peace in the family after that^/ 

"My parents were very affectionate to each other during the 

time they were in good spirits, and they were also affecti onate 

with their children. This is not usual among the issei so that I 

think my parents had more love between them. They x-iould  think 

nothing at all of kissing each other. I've never seen any other 

issei parents kiss each other because the Japanese just  don't do 

that. I was very affectionate toward both of my parents a nd I 

kissed them all the time. Even when my brother left camp he kissed 

my father goodbye. That shows that there is quite a strong f amily 

feeling. We have always had this close family solidarity but 

there are occasions when we clashed because of the temperamental 
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differences in our nature. 

/__"I love my mother very dearly and I was usually submiss ive to 

her and I only rebeled when there was a major issue facin g me. I 

would get extremely angry and when I could not stand it an y longer 

I would run out of the house.  ¿In spite of this occasional outburst, 

our affection toward each other was quite deep. My brin ging up 

was like a "ojo-san", that's a girl of average family who i s brought 

up in genteel manner. Usually I was given what I wanted.̂ ) I had 

the best of bringing up that my parents could give me. Th ey put me 

through Japanese school altho I did not take to it very much. How-

ever, I speak quite a bit of Japanese and I even use it o ut here 

occasionally when I am talking to my room mates. It is a s ort of 

a habit and I slip into it. 

"My parents also sent me to a Christian church at an ea rly 

age and I went regularly and faithfully for some years. Whi le I 

was growing up, my parents were very religious for my  sake J/  I had 

ouite a tender upbringing as I was growing into girlho od. I was 

very sensitive in school and I suffered from it intens ely. I mis-

understood things a lot and often when I saw two girls whispering 

I thought that they would be talking about me. I don't k now why I 

got this way. It wasn't because I was mistreated in m y family be-

cause my parents were very kind to me. 

"We always managed to life fairly well altho we did have a 

difficult time during the depression. In spite of that my mo ther 

never had to work out of the home in order to supplement o ur in-

come. She did help out a great deal in my father's restaurant 

after he opened that. Our family was not too conventiona l to Ja-

panese customs in a great many ways. We did not adhere a t all to 
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those Japanese traditions like the other families di d. I suppose 

the reason for that was became my father came over at such a young 

age that he got to be very broad minded and liberal the l onger he 

lived in this country. He got a lot of American culture d uring 

the time he was working as a cook for an American family. 

"In this respect I suppose my mother was a little more con-

servative than dad. She had learned quite a bit of Japanes e tradi-

tions in her youth and she wanted her children to retain th e best 

of it. I suppose she taught us more of the Japanese trad itions 

than we realized as we did not pay any particular attention to it. 

My mother always wanted me to respect my elders and there wer e 

other ordinary things about Japanese culture that she insi sted that 

I learn. She insisted that I must always be courteous t o the older 

people. She believed that in this way I would build up my ow n 

personality. Mother stressed that I should always know how 

to get along in Japanese society so that I would not ma ke any em-

barrassing mistakes as I grew older. There were other th ings like 

thife that she taught to us but I don't think that I reflect very 

much of it now because American influences are much strong er. 

"My parents never taught us any political doctrines abo ut 

Japan. Dad expressed quite a bit of his political views bu t it 

did not have too much effect upon me. He was broad minded in his 

political thinking. He could see a great deal in communi sm even 

and he studied that for a while. Dad was for the underdog a nd he 

said that all things should be made for the benefit of wo rkers. 

He approved of Russia's five-year plan and he would talk t o leftist 

nisei about it whenever he could. However, there weren't v ery many 

of these nisei around in our town. There was one nisei fel low, 
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Joe, who traveled up and down the coast selling Japanese goods and 

he would stop in and talk politics with my dad every ti me he passed 

thru Santa Maria. 

"Until dad reached his late fifties, he always stressed the 

fact that he would live and die in America. He said that he ma de 

a fair living here for himself and his family and there w as oppor-

tunity for his children so that he was grateful for that . However, 

under my mother's more conservative influence he did e xpress a 

desire to go back to Japan to retire in his later years. He said 

this more than ever after the evacuation and he firmly beli eved it 

until I came out here. Then I wrote a pleading letter to him a nd 

I said that I never wanted to s ee Japan. I told him that I v/ anted 

my parents to be with me always and I begged them not to re patriate. 

This is why they answered 'yes* during registration. Tha t is the 

reason why they are trying so hard to come out here now. On ce 

they come out here it will decided that they will defini tely stick 

with this country. 

"I can't remember much else of the Japanese traditions th at 

we had in our home. I know that my mother wanted me to maste r 

Japanese writing and she would read aloud to me when I cam e home 

from Japanese school. She forced me to go to Japanese school and 

that was the source of our first disagreement. The onl y way I 

could avoid conflict was tbe plgy hookey and not tell her ab out it. 

My mother kept at me for a long time until she decided tha t I was 

hoppless and it was a waste of money. My mother then de termined 

that Ken, my younger brother should master Japanese so that he 

would know more than I. We did not speak pure Japanese in our home 

and it tended to be a mixture of Japanese and English. I wou ld 
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speak the hard words in English. I should have learned Jap anese 

better because I heard that the opportunities right now ar e better 

if you know Japanese. They are hiring quite a few nisei to teach 

Japanese to the Army. I also found out that there were o ther ways 

in which it was a handicap not to know good Japanese. Aft er I got 

out of high school I went around for a job and I found out th at 

the Japaneseemployers usually wanted nisei who could spe ak good 

Japanese. It was too difficult to get good jobs with hakuj in ex-

cept in domestic work. 

"After that I tried to be more careful about my Japanese  and 

I listened to the issei in their conversation. When I did not know 

the meaning of some word of phrase I would ask my parents. In this 

way I learned quite a bit of Japanese, more than I did in the  lan-

guage school. That is why I mix Japanese with my Englis h out here. 

Altho I do this unconsciously it just seems to slip out. 

"We had both Japanese and English dishes in our home . We got 

used to American dishes because my father had been a cook fo r 

American'quite a while before he got married. However,  we always 

had rice because I loved it. I like otsukemono and ochazuke  too. 

(Japanese pickies eaten with rice which has hot tea pou red over it 

and it is a sort of a finishing up for the meal.} It is su pposed 

to be good manners because it leaves the rice bowl clean and not 

sticky from hot rice.) 

"The New Years feast was traditional with our family and w e 

followed a lot of the Japanese ways for that. We had an o pen house 

just like other Japanese families. There was all sort of f ood that 

we could eat all day long. The first thing in the morning w e had 

to drink bean soup with mochi as mother insisted that we do this. 

She also insisted that we be at the talle to eat this as a f amilyunit. 
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This gave us a good start for the new year. We had all sorts  of 

things to eat for this holiday—rice cakes, baked carp, lo bsters, 

mniochi and many other dishes. We ate all day long. This was 

the day to go around to visit all your friends and they all h ad 

feasts ready and you just helped yourself. The old fol ks drank 

(Boasts of sake and they got to feeling very good, but Dad d id 

not join into this too much as he was never much of a drinker . 

*his was about the only time of the year in which we enter ed into 

the Japanese community life. My parents did not mingle too much 

with the other Japanese after we went to Santa %tria. At first 

mother mixed quite freely in the  J apanese church circles, but she 

drew acifcc away from that also. They never had too much to d o with 

the other Japanese customs of the community. It was more oa a 

Christian community so that the Japanese traditions we re not as 

strong in our town as in some of the other places where th e 

Buddhists outnumbered the Christians. 

*My childhood was rather uneventful and there was no dr amatic 

happenings that makes it viiiid to me. There was nothing  out-

standing about my school life and I don't recall much of i t 

except that 1 do remember that I alv/ays wanted to draw. 1 wa s 

always quite a dreamers and I daydreamed all the time in school. 

I was very sensitive although I was quite a tomboy for a whi le. 

I had to play with the boys and I got into many scraps with  them, 

loved to climb fences and trees. I excelled in fence walkin g and 

a lot of other things that young girls usually do not do. 

¿»During the summer I loved to go to the beach to wwim. ^u t 

an incident happened when I was 12 and  1  hated to go swimming 

after that. A boy made a comment one day that I was skinny  like 

a toothpick. I haven't put on a swimming suit from that day  to 
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the present. I have always been very self conscious of  my thin-

ness. That is why 1 always wear long sleeves on my blouses and 

dresses. I don't know why I am so slim. I've never eat en too 

much and 1 don't seem to be able to put on weight very easily , 

¿'or the longest time, I even wore a sweater over my dr ess just 

So hide my thin arms. 

"In school, I was very shy like so many of the other Nise i 

kids. I suppose I may even have been shyer than they were be -

cause I wqs so self conscious about so many things. I only h ad one 

close girl friend to s tick to. I started to avoid the boys from my 

last year of elementary school on. I became very ret i r ing and 

self effacing and 1 did not want anybody to notice me bec ause I 

would get embarrassed. I did not start to lose my shyne ss until 

my second year of high school. Mother did not think it was good 

for me to be this way. I was so afraid of boys that 1 woul d 

walk an extra block just to avoid them. 

"My mother thought it would be a good idea for me to go 

dancing because J- would learn how to be more at ease so t hat 

skh encouraged this, "he also encouraged fee to go to the You ng 

People's meetings so that 1 would learn how to mix in be tter with 

kids my age. I was afraid to do this as 1 was never confident of 

myself and I was quite backwards socially. When I had to t afck to 

Caucasians, I was almost tonguetied. I couldn't master E nglish very 

well on those occasians and I just did not express mysel f too well. 

I stuttered and nothing more would happen. It used to be q uite an 

ordeal for me and ^ would break out in a cold sweat every tim e. 

T, My mother finally got me to igo to a Nisei »church soci al. 

All of the girls there had a fine time, but somehow ^ $ust d id not 
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fit in. I felt so apart from the other girls. I tried t o mix in 

but nobody seemed to notice me. I beoame self consciou s so I just 

went to a corner and * was a wallflower. I began to wonder a bout 

myself after that and I did not see why i could not mix as easily 

as some of the other kids. 

"I made up my mind that the only way to overcome this fear of 

mixing was to force myself. So at high school, I decided to go 

out for something that would put myself in the public eye. It was 

a terrible ordeal for me. I had a terrific conflict in my m ind 

but the desire to conquor my fear of people was stronger, ¿fter a 

while it became a little easier for me. I took up glee as  1 

was interested in singing. I found that I was soon accept ed by 

the other kids and i began to mix much more freely. 

t,rT I was about 15 years old at this time and just coming out of 

my awkward age. My singing at school began to get notice d and I 

did a lot of singing for other occasians. I joing an amateu r club 

for singers and we began to do soles for various occasians. 

Evident&lly the other people thought I had a pretty good vo ice 

because J- began to get more calls that the others. One day the 

president of our hight school student body callet on me a nd he 

asked me if 1 would sing before the whole school for a ra lly. 

I was thrilled and clammy, but l managed to come out and make a 

good impression. 

"After that 1 began to lose more and more of my fear of 

people and I regained a lot of self confidence. I thought to my-

self that I was even better off thaJh a lot of the Nisei st udents 

in the school as they did not mix at all and they did no t get 

called upon for special occasians. l think it was my voice that gave 

me this confidence as  1  realized that not all people could sing. 
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I sang before the high school group off and on throughout th e rest 

of my high schochl days. It helped me to conquor a lot of my 

sensitiveness. I was so sensitive before that l tried to ca tch 

hidden meanings in what people said and I thought it wa s directed 

towards me and 1 would feel hurt. 

"I did not lose all of this sensitive feeling right away a s 

it was still a hard struggle, ^ut after I sang at the zhigh 

school rally, it was a lot easier for me and  1  had a great* deal 

more self confidence. My closest girl friend was quite  retiring 

too—she is with me now—but I could always talk to her very fr eely. 

We would give each other criticisms. Mary told me once th at  ""  was too 

imaginative and that I was spoiled by my family so that w ^s the 

reason why the other girls did not like me. I suppose I w as 

a little snooty, but that was only a pose and underneath I was 

not like that at all. I did it in order to protect my feeli ngs. 

I kxe give myself credit in that I did try to overcome all of t hese 

fault IS. I think that I have overcome the most drastic one s by 

now although  x  am inclined to be a little bossy. That is my home 

influence where " was so spoiled as * uary told me. I did get 

along much better after  x  started to correct myself. 

"My senior year was very enjoyable. I began to go out with 

boys quite a bit on dates and they were always coming over to the 

house. Without any attempt of trying to be conceited, I can say 

that w as the most popular girl in town and I got more date s than 

any other girls. I had developed physically in my junior y ear and 

the boys noticed it all at once. It was quite a gay time fo r me 

until I discovered with a shock one ddy that the Japanese co mmunity 

was saying things about me beoause I went out so often with the boys. 

The talk went around that 1 was very wild and there were ma ny other 
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other things more nasty that were said. It was not only th e Nisei 

Isut the older people as well. T'hey just did not appro ve of my 

going out so ffeely. 

«When I became 17, I had a sudden illness and it was conne cted 

with my menstration. I had a hemmorhage i ^ y - f e m a l e organ s. I 

hadN^layed tennis all day long and that evening I went d ancing. 

That night I became ill and my menstration did not stop for 3 months 

My parents did not know what it was. For family pride re asons, 

my mother kept it a secret. *he did not want the other peopl e in 

the town to know about it at all because she thought that it would 

iefleet back on the family. I lost suite a bit of blood a nd 

finally my parents secretly took me to a hospital in Los  Angeles. 

I had a minor operation afld after the third month I got a l ittle 

better although J was quite weak. I still had to finis h up high 

-^hucrT'  afi'd'  I had been out for quite a while. 

»After my stsrengh returned a little, I wen toe^ to my c lasses. 

I didn't tell the kids what was wrong with me as that was  something 

1 coultf not do very easily. One day I got the biggest shock of 

my life when 1 found out that the Japanese community w as whispering 

around that the feason I had been away for three months was because 

I had had an abortion. They just concluded this because 1  had gone 

out on so many dates just before my illness. It was th e most 

terrible hurt that I had ever had and it hit me harder beca use I 

was still sensitive underneath the surface. 2 didn't kno w what to 

do about it. *he talk went all over Santa M a r i a a n d t h e v a l l e y # 

It upset me so much that I tola my mother about it. Mother was very 

indignant and she said that I should ignore such a narrow Rinded 

Piece of gossip, "ut I knew that she was hurt to. I told my mother 
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that I would show them. I faced this sort of gossip all thr ough my 

last year in &igh school. I did not hesitate to tell the n isei 

just what was wrong with me. I did not tell them that my ov aries 

were misplaced, but I just said that I had a hemmorhage. 

nlhis whole afrair made me hard and it embittered me to think 

that people would be so filthy minded as to break dwon a pe rson's 

reputation on no evidence at all. Once the gossip got s tarted, it 

was extremely difficult to convince people different. 

"¿or about two years I fought it out with the community and 

the people continued to thinjg- the worst of me just becau se i had 

been popular with the boys. After that the people beli eved me, 

but there were still some who were catty and talked about me behind 

my back and nothing would ever eonvince them that 1 did n ot have 

an abortion. The fellows left me alone for a long time and * found 

out whe my friends were, '¿'here were only a few who stuck by me 

all the way through. You can imagine what a topic for sc andal 

such a thing can be in a small town where the people did no t 

have too much to talk about and they loved to pry into other 

people's business. 

" x'or the longest time even my pastor doubted me. He 

wouldn't come to see me for a long time. I thought sure that 

he would stick by me. finally his wife had her tooth pulle d 

and she had some kind of a hemorrhage and she bled to dea th. 

After that Reverend Oshida became very sympathetic to me and 

he would come and visit me almost every day. 

"I did not get over my sickness for about six year. 1 

have only recently recovered from it. I've had to suffer  a 

and spiritually 
lot mentally/during this period.  I t  was so muoh gossip and 
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it was hard to hold my head up. I would dare people to 

face me but that  a o t h e l p m e t f l 6 n M h b e o a u s e r  ^ ^ 

there was still many aoubts in their minds, m a way, I «a 

glad that I haid to go through this hardship as it develope d 

my character and it made me confirm all of my basic bel iefs and 

I knew life mjich better. 

"X wanted more of the deeper things of life after I got 

ill and I lost my naiveness of a young feirl. I did not  D lace 

such heavy values on the superficial things l i k e  most of the 

Nisei continued to do because they did not have to go throug h 

what I did and they did not realize that they were living i n 

a limited world. I  a i s o i o u n d o u t m y f p l e n d s  ^ ^  x  ^ ^ 

Of my true friends. 

"During this  s i x y e a r 8  j  h a d t o o o n t a c t m a n y . ^ ^  a n d 

take «11 kinds of different treatments. It changed my who le life. 

I stayed in Upland for four months taking radio active trea t-

ments as my mother heard that this might dure me. *he too k a 

chance on everything that she heard of. The radio acti ve 

treatments were very expensive and my parents had to spend 

all of their savings on me. They followed all the treatment s 

and they did not thinfc of the expense. I was in three hos-

pitals at various time and every time I had my menstsation, I 

was in torture. 

"In Upland, Dr. Thompson was known for his skill and I 

thought sure that he could cure me at last. I went up th ere 

very hopefully. The treatments cost five dollars each a nd I had 

to take at least one »very day. I ran out of money and my 

mother had to go back to the restaurant to help Dad. I was alo ne 
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and I didn't know what to do» I became ifuite worried and 

desperate as I did not know how I could pay my bills at t he 

Inn where  1 w a s staying. I finally appealed to Dr. Thomp-
\  * 

som as I didn't want to ask my parents for any more money 
\ / [ 

and I knew that my mother was the worrying type. Dr. Thomp -
\  / 

son offered me the loan of some money to pay for my room 

and board and he have me some free treatments, ^e was very 

sympathetic and he tried his best to cure me. He treate d me 

like his w n child. I would go to him when 1 felt extremely 

discouraged and cry with him. 

"After several months, I did not get any better. Dr. 
\  / 

Thompson then told me that my only chance was to underg o a 
x Jr  \  

mojor operation and have my reproductive organs removed. I 

was shocked and  x  absolutely refused to have anything lifce 

that doae. I told him that I loved children and  1 
V \ ' 

did not want this right to be taken F«ay from me. I said I 

would take a chance even if I had to die. It was hard en ough 

for me to bear all that gossip that was going on and I want ed 

something fine to live for and * had decided that I fead th e 

answer in having children of my own some day. I worried a lot 

about the drain on my family's finances, and when my moth er 
/ N. 

was willing to take the chance of the operation, I had to fig ht 
/ \  

it as hard as I could. If was a rather bitter struggle, bu t 

they  t inally gave in to my wishes on this matter. 

aaiiy gave m to my wisn.es < 

"iuiM^ the doctor said that 1 might be cured if  1  got 

married and had the normal relationships ab my uigdiis wmn rd-

brStrerig'tUuii i Jd--~fc&e&-, My mother aaato- was willing to take this 
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chance and she tried to marry me off through an arranged 

marriage. I had so many quarrels during this period and I 

would rather forget all about it now. It threw me into a ll kinds 

of conflicts.  1  thought that I should give int to my mother  *  s 

wishes as she was only daing it for my own best interests. T hen 

I also knew that  x  could never be happy with an arranged marriage. 

I knew that i could not be choosy but I said that I would have 

to marry somebody I loved. I really believed that I coul d not 

live with a man unless I loved him. I wanted to go on jus t as 

I was in spite of mother's desires to get me cured by th is 

method. 

7T7e had violent arguments over this point and for a time I 

even thought of committing suicide because it caused me such 

unhappiness. Then I thought I would run away from home, b ut 

I thought this over and I knew that I could not do an ungr ateful 

act like this. I continued to be very stubborn and nothi ng my 

mother said could change my mind. I told my mother to sta y out 

of my love life and this was one of the few times that  1  used 

harsh words upOn her. Finally we came to an understandin g 

and it was one of the few times that mother's dominating 

character did not win out over some metofcer of the famil y. 

I struggled along with the temporary cures and hoped fo r the 

best after that. 

"When the evacuation came up, l was so upset because 

there were rumor's tî at the camps would not have any ho spitals. 

1 did not know what ~ could do .as  1  needed to take expensive 

hormones and we knew that we would not Jaave any money in c amp 

to buy them as tjâ re would be no family inccntbv I went to  find 

out from the WCCA officials if they would give me hosp ital 



treate&ent, but they were very vague aboout it. That was th e 

biggest worry on my mind when I was evacuated. *ight after I 

got into camp, I went to the Project director and asked him if 

the government would furnish me my treatments and it w as arranged 

that i ishould get them ffee of charge. 

"During all this six years, I had to have treatments every 

montft. Some of my friends wondered what was wrong with me 

when I got to Tulare and it was very painful for me to tel l 

them. I usually did not bother although 1 didn't want t hem to 

gossip because a young girlhas to cope with this probl em and 

protect her reputation. 

"When - got to Gila, I didn't have the bleeding anymore. 

x d o n , t k n o w  ^ y it shopped so suddenly. It might have been 

the elevation or else it might have been the natural pr ocess as 

the doctors had told me that it would stop as my ovaries g ot 

more matured. Anyway I was cured.  •»•  was 24 years old and 

my organs was finally developed and normal. So I am cured now 

and am so happy. I haven't been to a doctor since August 

1942. I was sick just before I went to Gila, and I had to ha ve 

several injections, but ± have not had any since. 

"I still am very fearful whenever my menstration period 

comes around because my menstrations last a little longer 

than average and I almost get afraid that it is going t o start 

the bleeding all over again. My illness taught me that i f a 

person hopes and if she has a determination to conquor illn ess 

or a handicap, it can be done. 

"I used to read books on faith, but 1 didn't find out any-

thing for sure. Now I know that J. am normal and that I can h ave 



32, 

a family of my own some day. I still don't believe that i t is 

all over and 1 fear my monthly period coming around. 1 rejoi ce 

as each month goes by and 1 have thanked ^od for bringing me 

back  t o  health. It means a great deal to my personal life. I 

honestly believe that this faith in God iaalped me to reco ver. 

"During these six years, i did have a social life, but i t 

was much more limited that before the illness. I had severa l 

infatuations. However, I did not want anybody to marry me out 

of pity and I broke up two tentative engagements even thoug h I 

felt I was in love. I did not want anything sordid in my married 

life. I had no hopes of marriage at that time as i didn't want 

to burden any fellow. That was v/hy my romances were so dis ill-

usioned. I met enough fellows but i could not let myself go 

as there was this awful worry in the back of my mind that I was 

not normal and it would not be fair to lead a fellow on. 

"I met Tak some time before the evacuation, but there was 

not anything serious. I just was not sure of myself then. W hen 

± came out here, we became more and more attached to each o ther, 

^ow we are going to get married soon, but we have not announ ced 

it officially yet. ©ak is in the Army. I was first introd uced 

to him one July 4th about five years ago. We wrote letters 

back and forth. He lived in San Francisco. Before the war, he 

was drafted so that he was sent down to Camp San Luis Oj bispo 

and I began to see more and more of him. He would  od  me and 

visit me on his day off from camp. At that time, I was just 

getting over another disillusioning affair with a fellow who was 

not up to my standards and ideals. He took a funny attitude 

towards me when he found out about ray illness so that I was 

against men then. Tak came into my life during this time and 1 



could not help but take interest in him, 

"The war came on and I got more and nore interested in h im 

and vice versa and by Bebruary 1942 we were pretty involv ed, but 

we still were not sure that i t was love. He was transfe rred 

to a camp in Michigan. We kept fci corresponding after he was 

transferred out east. I felt more and more that he was th e 

one ftfr me. I just hoped and  1  knew that we would get 

together soon, '¿'hat is why I relocated out here, I wqnted to 

know for sure whether it was the real thing and l could not be 

sure until I saw him again. He never did say to me that he 
me 

loved/until I came out here, ¿ie did encouraged me to res ettle 

and that is one of the main reasons why I did leave Cilia ." 

On November 29, 1943 I went out for the second interview 

with Ikuki. She was very disturbed about something so i asked 

her if anything was wrong. She said that her fiance, Tak, was 

quite 5 upset because she had told me about her backgro und, ^he 

requested that  1  delete all the information that she told me 

in the previous interview. $he did not want the nature of h er 

illness to be ZEiaaciEd revealed because she feared th at other 

Japanese would find out about her and spoil her marriage. She 

said that Tak's mother did not fully apiDrove of the marr iage 

and her fiance did not want to spoil the chances in any way . 

33;uko Ts fears were allayed after writer emphasized that all t he 

information she gave was absolutely confidential. (See ck diary 

for notes on this conversation.) Ikuko was also worried a bout 

getting her father released and her housing crisis as L ucy had 

just told her that she was moving out in a few weeks. Afte r the 
c 
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a half hour of this conversation, the interview turned bac k to 

Ikuko's pre war experiences. She continued; 

"I've never worked for Caucasians so 1 don't have much  to 

say about work experiences and 1 don't know what a problem the 

^isei had before the war in finding jobs, except from w hat they 

said. It was almost impossible for a  iNi isei to get a job in 

a caucasian company. Most of them worked for the Japane se. 

I had to be a lady of leisure because of my illness. Once in a 

while I helped my Dad in the restaurant, before that,  I tried 

to work in a home for a while, but 1 never did take to it. xk h 

1 did take care of children at nights occasionally. 1 liked that ra 

work as I loved children. Other than that, 1 did not hav e any 

responsibilities at all. 

"After the war started, I had to assume much more of 

the family responsibility as my parents did not understan d all 

of the restrictions and other rulings that came out. I wasn 't 

very well prepared for that, but l did learn a lot from thi s 

experience. Everything was left up to me. My mother did n ot 

know how to speak English sso 1 had to do most of the interpre t-

ation. It was a rather hectic time for me. I had to change 

the business into my name and take other financial prec autions 

so that my Dad would be able to stay in business. In spi te of 

that we lost a gre t deal at the evacuation time. We did ma nage 

to get a fair price for the restaurant. We had to sell our 

fuamiture piece by piece and the buyer's attitude was to try and 

Jew us down. 

"We had a «¿90 stove and my mother had intended to give it 

to me as a wedding present some day so that it had been stor ed 
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away in the back of our home. My mother got very worried a bout 

that and she thought it might be a complete loss. °he put  a 

price of §50.00 on it and a mexican man offered $40.00. Mot her 

thought that she would not be able to get a better pric e tha n 

this so that she was willing to sell.  n owever,2 refused the 

offers because 1 thought it was too cheap and the man was 

trying to take advantage of us. This was my first taste at 

business and  x went about it quite seriously. I found out that 

in selling the furniture, if you give in too easily, the b uyer 

will try to Jew you down. That is why 1 held out for $50 on 

the stove. The Mexican tried and tried to get it at a lower 

price, but 1 would not buldge. finally he gave in and Boug ht 

it for the price I asked. I was thrilled about this deal as 

it gave me a lot of confidence to sell some of our other 

belongixngs. I went around the community and 1 saw that t he 

other Japancese were taking a big loss on their belongixngs 

because they did not start out with a high enough price. I 

went home and 1 set a high price on everything and the n worked 

down to a fair price from there. For this reason, we did no t 

have a big a loss as we would have had. 

"I found out that many of the church people also tried to 

get things cheaply when they knew that all of the Japane se had 

to be evacuated, '¿'hat disappointed me a great deal. I am  not 

a steady church goer but I do believe* firmly in ^od and i thought 

these people were not living up to their creeds. It was not all 

of the people as many of them were fair and they were quit e 

helpful to us before the evacuation and they tried to mak e it 

as easy as possible for us. I was disappointed in the oth ers, 
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"I was baptised when  1  was 13 years old. I rebelled against 

it at that time as 1 xelt that I was to young to decide what my 

religion was going to be for all time. I was a Christi an 

but £ thought that baptism would force me to be a perfect 

person in order to live up torn my religion and I did n ot think 

that I could do it then. My pastor was very determined to h ave 

me baptised and since my folks wanted it also, I went throu gh 

with it. Most of the Nisei drift away from the church as t hey 

get older, but J. got away from it without losing my be lief 

in G 0 d. It was for a personal reason that this happened. 

"I still think of myslef as a Christian, but I stopped 

going to churach after  4  was 17.  At that time, I found out 

that many church members were hypocrites and they gossipe d 

about me just as much as the other people. I could not think 

of going to the same church with them. I also dropped out of 

the YP group and I did not attend any of the young people 's 

contentions anymore. I was bitter because of what had hap pened 

to me due to the gossip and ± lost faith in the Church. I 

felt that I could have a church in my own heart. The only 
would 

time I/go to church was on special holidays and I did this 

out of respect to my ^od. Other than that, I drew almost 

completely away from the church and  x  have not reentered it 

actively since. It seems that the older you get, the more 

you tend to draw away from church. 

"•During the time of my illness, I turned to praying to 

God a great deal. My whole family would do this and they woul d 

ask for my quick recovery. We turned religion into our  family 

and my liaix folks quit going to church also. We contin ued in 

only in our family circle and many an evenings we would get a round 
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the dining room table to pray to God. I felt that God would 

determine whether I got well or not and I kept faith in Him. 

I firmlj- believe in "*od now and I feel that wherever I go  I 

will continuée to have this faith. I alsofieel that wheneve r 

? ^ t a lucky break of any kind, it was Gôd who accomplished 

it.^'his may sound childish to a non-believer, but I have h ad 

many occasions to get spiritually close to God in the past a nd 

this faith did comport me a gieat deal. Our family has been 

in some tight spots and I feel that G 0 d watched over us. *hen 

1 finally recovered from my illness last August 1942, I w as 

positive that there was a £od who answered prayers. I sup pose 

that one has to go through experiences of my sort in orde r to 

get close to ^od. It is just like the avââtors out in the war 

now. '¿'hey are so close to death that they can feel God a nd 

they get a sprifcitual relief from this contact. I think  that 

they will continue this belief after the war. You can't call 

them cowards seeking an escape, can you? '̂hey are amo ng the 

toughest fighting men of this country and they don't s care 

easy. It is not being a sissy to believe in a higher power. I 

don't think that I will lose my faith in ^od now because I h ave 

had actual proof of his existence. I can do this and live a 

normal life too as I am not zfanatic about it. It is a sim ple 

pure belief which I live by and It doesn't bother me one b it 

if other people do not have this same belief. 

n I do not have any prejudice against other organized 

religions as I think that they all have their good points . In 

Santa Maria, the -^uddhists used to outnumber the Christ ians, if 

you count only theactive church goers. I did not let differ ence 
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religion interfere with friendships. My best friend in Santa 

maria and out here also is a Buddhist. Mary is a  B uddhist and 

we never have any conflicts. I feel that my religion is go od 

and I am tolerant of the beliefs of others. My parents are 

Christi ans too. My dad got converted when X was about f our 

years old.  T his was largely through the influence of my mother. 

He was quite cosceienistious in his church going and in D rayer. 

Until I was 13, Dad prayed three times a day at our meals.  As 

I got older, he drew away from it a little. We w ete bitter 

that Bis christian friends gossiped about me and our w hole 

family drew away from the organized church. 

"I suppose my illness dominated my life before the 

evacuation. I never did take much of an interest in polit ics. 

It was not in my line at all and very few of the % s e i girls 

were interested in such things and there was not much di s-

cussion about it in our town. I didn't belong to the JACL a lthough 

there was a chapter in my town. I didn't belong to any club s 

after I was 17 as I was anti social and I never took an intere st 

in mingling with others very much. Most of the % s e i join gd the 

J acl for social purposes and they were not interested i n the 

politics of it.  A bcut the only ones who were interested inthese 

things were the older Nisei of our community. 

"I kept more to my own limited group from theage of 17 on 

and I did not care to know a large number of Nisei. -I was 

prejudiced against the  J acl because I knew that a lot of the 

members wfere among those who had spread gossip against me . I 

was pretty bitter at that time and I suppose a person has to 

go through an experience like I did to understand why I ac ted 

that way. It was not until I went to Gila that  ±  joined the Jacl. 



"I wasn't particularly interested in the JACL in camp, but 

they told me that it was a patriotic duty to join. They sai d that 

I had a responsibility as a nisei and it was very important be -

cause of the war that I should take an interest in the nise i prob-

lem. I wasn't entirely convinced of that but it happened tha t a 

friend of mine was urging ihe to be a member so I put down th e 50 

cents but I really don't consider myself a member of the o rganiza-

tion now. I don't care to associate myself with any org anization. 

"The JiiCL was never frery big in Santa Maria. It was an older 

group who were the leaders. They held the office consisten tly be-

cause there was nobody else to take interest in it. Most of these 

leaders were for the larger Japanese companies down there. I really 

don't know much more about the JAGL as ray association with it were 

very limited. I did go to a few of the me-ate* meetings in San ta 

Maria but not many young people attended it so that I fel t out of 

place. The younger nisei only came when the JiCI sponso red a 

social or some other activity like that. 

"My interests have never been very great in group activitie s. 

Even in my personal interest, I don't have a great variety of 

things which I could consider as a hobby. In high school  I was 

really interested in art and I did have an ambition to be come an 

artist some day but it was only one of my vague day dream s. I was 

not the creative type altho menhanically I was pretty good in art. 

I found that out when I got into the art classes in high sch ool and 

I was rather disappointed that I did not have too much tal ent. I 

was quite interested in dress designing and I thought t hat I could 

do something with that. My art teacher told me that I copied 

things very well in a mechanical way but I did not have very much 
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art talent. I suppose I ran true to form with the other ni sei in 

this. They say that most Japanese are imitative and not v ery 

creative. 

"Another one of my interests was in singing. I love to sing 

and I performed quite a few times in high school and in sa ne of the 

social affairs of the church. I also performed in various  Japanese 

amateur shows. I attempted to sing the semi-classical s ongs mostly. 

Singing was one of my great ambitions and I wanted to take 

voice lessons to improve myself but it was too expensiv e and my 

folks could not afford it because of all the doctors that I h ad. 

In high school I was a member of the glee club and I sang at the 

graduation. After I got ill I lost my voice because of the h ormone 

shots that I had to take. I can't hit the high notes any more , 

altho my voice is coming back a little now. However, I don't  think 

that this ambition is very strong any more except as an interest. 

I have ambitions now that if any of my children have any a rtistic 

talent at all, I will give them the best opportunity poss ible for 

them to realize it. In this way I will have some compens ation for 

not achieving what I wanted to do. 

"I don't have much interest in drawing any more. I lost my 

interest in art after I got out of high school and I haven 't touched 

a brush or paint for a long time now. I have kept my music interest 

up and occasionally I buy books on music. Buring the tim e I was a 

semi-invalid, I tried to teach myself a little about the h istorical 

background of music but I never got very far in that. I don 't know 

if I could have done anything with my talent in music as I don't 

know just how far it could have gone. When I was 15 I start ed to 

take violin lessons but my dad made me quit that because t he lessons 



were too expensive, 

"Because of my artistic interest, I turned my attentio n to 

dancing and it became one of my favorite hobbies when I cou ld not 

realize my ambition in singing or art. After I started to go t o 

dances I didn't miss a single nisei dance in my home town until I 

got sick. I was 15 when I first started to go to dances. Our 

valley was just starting to have nisei dances at that t ime and there 

were quite a few older people who were very much against it.  My 

dad opposed dancing very much at first and he did not wan t me to 

go. However, mother was more liberal about dancing because of her 

influence which she got in Japan. It happened that she ha d taken a 

trip to Japan about that time and she met two nisei girls  on the 

boat. These girls went to all of the dances on the boat and t hey 

were rather cultured. My mother thought that dancing wou ld also 

help me to mix socially so that when she came back she wa s not 

opposed to dancing like the other issei. She thought t hat it would 

help me overcome my shyness and I would develop my personali ty. 

Dad never did like the idea of it too much, but he gave in be cause 

of my mother's reassurance that I would benefit by it. Howe ver, I 

used to come home real late from dances sometimes, and it wa s then 

that my dad would raise a big howl. He s&id that no respect able 

nisei girl came home at such a late hour and the other fami lies 

would talk about us if I did it. As time went on my dad saw t hat 

nothing serious happened to me so that he began to accept t he idea 

more and more. 

"Our Japanese community had very many narrow-minded pare nts 

who would not let their children go to dances at all becaus e they 

thought it was bad. This was true especially of quite a few of  the 
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Buddhist families. The Christian issei were a little mo re liberal, 

but there were still many of them who did not give in for a long 

time. Many of my mother*s Christian issei friends reprima nded her 

for allowing me to go out so much on dates. The conflict bet ween 

the older and younger people lasted for quite a while but  gradually 

the community accepted the idea of nisei dances. It was a losing 

battle for the issei as the nisei outnumbered them and the y were 

growing up. 

"At first we only had a dance about once a month but soon t hey 

began to have them more and more and it became a weekly eve nt. How-

ever many nisei migrated to Los Angeles and some of the larg er cities 

after they got out of high school so that we lost many leade rs. It 

was these persons who had the initiative to sponsor the da nces and 

after they were gone the dances grew very scarce. The big so cial 

event of the year for the nisei was the semi-formal dance for high 

school graduates which was sponsored by the nisei alumn i. All of 

the young nisei in the valley went to this dance. They didn 't go 

to the graduation dance put on by the school for all of the  students 

since we had our own. 

"In all a ctivities, the nisei did not mix very much with t he 

hakujin students. At lunch time all of the nisei went toge ther to 

the south court and they stayed in a bunch, except for the few 

braver ones. The majority of us were pretty cliquish and  we didn't 

fit in with the general school life too much. I was prett y much 

that way all through high school and even afterwards. I nev er felt 

at home with the hakujin so that I hever had the opportuni ty to get 

to know Americans very well. I felt very self-conscious wh en among 

them until just about the time of graduation. I began to ta ke more 



to them about that time, and after high school 1 cultivat ed fchem a 

little more. I was just getting to know them when the ev acuation 

came and spoiled everything. However, this experience h elped me to 

mix after I came out for resettlement. I now feel just as m uch at 

home among the hakujin as I d6 among the Nihonjin altho I don't know 

very many people yet. 

"I used to read quite a bit also. I love to read and I was a 

bookworm for the longest time. I started to read many his torical 

novels when I first went to high school.  rt Les Miserables" by Victor 

Hugo was ray favorite novel at that time, ^s I grew a littl e older, 

I read more non-fiction. After high school I continued my  interest 

in reading because of my illness and I read von Passon, L ouis 

Adamic and other writers. There was one nisei fellow, J oe, who 

came to talk politics with my father quite a bit and I got to know 

him fairly well. He had quite an influence on me. I was naive 

about the facts of life as my mother never told me about these 

things. Joe told me all about homo-sexuals and other peo ple that 

I was not aware of even existing. I was shocked when he exp lained 

some of these things to me and he made me read, "Wells of L oneli-

ness". After I finished this book I was very disturbe d mentally 

and it left a peculiar taste in my mind. After I stafcte d to read 

the historical background of music, I discovered that cer tain com-

posers were not normal. Joe also tried to influence me in his 

political 

way of thinking but I never took to that because I was 

not much interested. However, Joe helped me to gain confid ence in 

myself quite a bit and he helped me to come out of my she ll. I 

used to be so sensitive before and I think that I hage gai ned a lot 

since that time. 
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"After I was 18 my reading taste turned more and more towa rds • 

the history of classical music, 'i'his was the influence of a Los 

Angeles group that I had contact with. They were consid ered the 

Bohemian set and musica was their main interest in life. T hrough 

this association a new life was opened up for me and I have f ollowed 

this ever since in my reading interests. 

"Another hobby of mine was excessive listening to the radio . 

I turned to it when I was ill and it gave me a great deal of  conso-

lation. During my emotional period, I found that it was r ather 

soothing to listen to the radio i^sic and it helped me to get calm-

er in my moods. Ifundamentally I am too emotional. I feel a lot of 

things very deeply and I am easily moved. I was not aware  that I 

was so nervous and high tensioned until my fiance, Tak, tol d me to 

•relax one day because I was a bundle of nerves. I never fe lt that 

wpy and I was not conscious of it until he pointed it out. T he only 

time I felt all nerves was when I had to force myself out o f my 

private shell. When I made this effort, it left me quit e exhausted 

physically afterwards. I still tightened up sometimes wh en I meet 

people and I get a tiring, sweaty feeling which is cold and  clammy. 

I don't show it too much but it does exist. With certain pe ople I 

feel very relaxed and I can express myself freely and not b e self-

conscious at all. It is not particularly people that I hav e known 

for a long time either. Sometimes I may meet a person only a few 

times, yet I feel perfectly at ease with them. Like you, fo r ex-

ample, I haven't known you very long but I don't feel t ense when I 

talk to you. I know that you are understanding so that I can b e 

myself. I feel that way more with men than with women. I k^ow 

that women put on a front and so many of them are artifici al. Men 
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usually are #ore down-to-earth and I get along better wit h them. ?t 

December End interview - The writer visited Ikuko for an other 

interview on this date and after dinner she talked for a  while about 

her problem of getting her parents out of camp. She had not ma de 

any progress on it at this time and she was quite worried. She was 

also bothered about the fact that her brother's enroiblme nt in school 

was still uncertain. She also mentioned a few of her other prob-

lems. She said that she was not satisfied with her job an d she 

wanted to quit as she felt that she was not making enoug h money to 

support herslef. She said that she had to buy quite a bi t of 

clothes, but it took all of her wages just to live. She wa s also 

greatly concerned about the fact that Lucy, her room mat e, is 

planning to move out soon and that will leave the problem  of paying 

an additional share of rent. Ikuko then started to discuss a 

little about her plans for working. She said that she ha d nothing 

definite in mind and she was not particularly trained for an ything. 

She felt that this was due to her previous illness. She th en began 

to talk a little about her personal and work ambitions: 

"Just before the war, I had some ambitions of going to s ome 

kind of an art school for dress designing but my mother  discouraged 

it. My mother wanted me to go into something that was more p racti-

cal so that I can earn a living by it. She said that art wa s more 

for pleasure and only financially independent people cou ld indulge 

in it very much. My father agreed with her on this. I di dn't know 

exactly what I wanted to do except that 1 wanted to use m y hands 

somehow in an artistic way. I decided that the next best thing was 

to become a beautician. I was planning to enroll in a bea uty college 

a few months before the war, but my health &ot bad just then a nd I 
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had to give it up. After that I gave up all hopes of ever h aving a 

professional career. 

"My ambition turned more to getting married and having ch ildren 

but I had nothing definite at that time. Now I will be getti ng mar-

ried shortly but I have been thinking of having a profess ional 

career recently. I have a special reason for thinking this way. 

Tak, my fiancé, is in the army and we cannot make a real home  until 

the v/ar is over. I have to have something to fall back on i n case 

he goes overseas as I will have to support myself during  this time. 

That is why I have been thinking of becoming a beautici an, but this 

idea is still very indefinite and I don't know whether I  will do 

anything about it. The furthest ahead I can think of rig ht now is 

getting married and starting off this undertaking as successfully 

as I can. 

"I think that I am ready for marriage now. Just before the war, 

1 had several offers of marriage but I did not take any of th em very 

seriously. There was one person who was a graduate of U.S.C . and he 

owned a store in Pasadena. I first met this person a few ye ars be-

fore in some church activitjy. I knew him for about five ye a:s. He 

used to come and visit me quite often. During the time that I was 

ill in bed, he would come to visit and talk to me for hours.  He 

was very well read and also very practical in business mat ters. A 

few months before the war he proposed marrieage but I cou ld not 

agree. I just didn't love him so I turned him down as soîtel y as I 

could so that he would not be hurt deeply. This fellow w ould have 

made a good husband, but I thought of marriage in terms of tw o 

people in love and I didn't have that feeling towards him.  I wanted 

to really love my husband when I got married and not take a c hance 
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on having feeling develop possibly after marriage. 

"There has only been one lasting love in my life and that was 

my present fiancé. I didn't know that it was love until rec ently 

altho I knew him since I was 16 years old. I first met Tak ? /hen he 

came down to Santa Maria from Alameda with a baseball team. T here 

was a big nisei dance in our town that Fourth of July hight an d he 

cut ih on my quite frequently during the course of the e vening. I 

was attracted to his looks immediately and it drew my gi rlish in$ 

terest when he flattered me. After he went back home, we st arted 

to correspond regularly. W e didn't see each other very often as he 

lived quite a ways from my home town. It was only a casual acqu ain-

tanceship until we met again after he was inducted into t he Army in 

1941. When he was stationed near my home town, we started to go out 

on dates rather frequently. W e still did not have any romantic 

interest, at least we did not mention it. Then he was tr ansferred 

to Fort Ord and we kept corresponding. I went out wit h other 

fellows during this time. Tak was then transferred back to Camp San 

Luis Obispo and I started to go out regularly once more . One Sunday 

I went to visit him in Camp and this was the first time th at I got 

to k :ow him real well. I felt then the he was the person for me. 

Just before Tak was shipped out to Michigan, he came to vi sit me 

and we went on a long drive. He told me that he loved me, b ut he 

was not sure. He thought that it might be one of those war loves 

and he could not be sure. After he went to Michigan, it broke m y 

heart and I wrote him and told him that I would wait for h im. All 
thru 

camp life I continued to correspond with him. During this 

time he withdrew Misstatement that he loved me. He was b eing very 

noble about it as he said that he didn't want to hold me to a pro-
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mise. He said that it would not be fair to hold me as the camp life 

was very indefinite. He left the whole thing up to me but I couldn't 

find anybody to replace him in camp. I felt that if I coul d meet 

him face to face again, we would be certain of each oth er. I was 

set on him so that was my main reason for resettlement. It was my 

driving interest all throughout the camp life and it was m y one hope 

for a future. At first Tak did not encourage me to come o ut, but as 

more and more nisei left camp, he got enthusiastic abou t resettlement 

and wrote me many letters telling me to come out. He said  that he 

wanted to see my once before he was shipped overseas. 

if When I came to Chicago in April of this year, we met a gain 

and we knew for sure that this was the real thing when we saw e ach 

other. In spite of that, Tak was still a little cautious.  He said 

that things were not very secure during war time and he didn't know 

what to do. I used all of the feminine tactics that I could f or the 

next four or five months. He didn f t propose to me until August and 

I had to work on him all this time. It was then that he sai d that 

he loved me, but he said it very hesitantly. I was quite d iscour-

aged by then and I didn't want to force my attention a nd diSn't want 

to be the dgressor anymore and I said that if he did not m ake up his 

mind soon, I was going to go out on other dates. It was the n that 

he got very jealous and he professed his love and asked m e to marry 

him. It v/as on Hallowe'en day when he suggested marria ge. 

"We still have not set the exact date for the wedding as this 

will be up to Tak. He doesn't want to rush it too much. Tak is a 

very conventional person and he said that we would ha ve to have time 

for his parents to check my background and folks would p robably 

want to do the same thing. This is one of the Japanese cu stoms and 



we are going thru with it as a mere formality to please t he old 

folks. It takes a long time for them to check family back grounds 

now on account of the war. They can't send to Japan to loo k up the 

family records any more, but I suppose that they will ask a round in 

camp to find out about our respeative families. I don't object too 

much to this practice as it will not affect me very much s ince there 

is nothing wrong with ray family line. The only difficul ty is that 

it does hold back our wedding a little. Last Sunday Tak said that 

we could probably get married next April. He wants to take m e to 

Wisconsin for the honeymoon. We may make our formal ann ouncement of 

engagement on Christmas Day. Take is very considerate of me and 

very much a gentleman. I hope that I don't ever have a tend ency to 

dominate him like my mother tends to dominate my father. Tak comes 

from a very good family. They own a store on Grant Avenue  dm San 

irrancisco and he was the manager of it before he got draft ed. Tak 

is very much interested in athletics and he was on one o f the eafcm 

championship nisei teams for some years. 

r, But all of these developments were after the evacuation and 

my life gees goals have broadened immensely since then. I t has been 

mostly for the good as I have regained my health since th en and soon 

I will start my married life. Before the war I did not have t he 

happy hopes for the future at all. At that time, I did not kn ow 

fthat I would be doing in the future or where I would be livin g. I 

felt that I would always live in a small town and I did not  dislike 

that because there is more of a romantic appeal in seeing a beauti-

ful sunset and I appreciated nature considerably as it  seemed to 

spiritually cleanse me. I've always wanted to have a h ome of my 

own and lead a placid family life and this sounds very po ssible now. 



Tak feels the same way I do no?/ and he does not care for a great 

social life. He is more reserved and he will be perfectly s atis-

fied to have me, and the children that we plan to have eventually. 

We want to have our children very close to us always. I don' t know 

what we are going to do about our parents. I would like  to have my 

parents close to me, but it will not work out to have t hem living 

with us. I don't know how T a k feels about my parents and I couldn't 

take the risk of imposing my parents upon him. We just want  our 

parents  t o  live some place near us so that we can continue our close 

feelings towards them. Tak is close to his family too. He se nds 

his parents bonds and money every month now, but he said that he 

would not do it any more after we got married as we would need  the 

money for ourselves. However, I would like him to continu e sending 

the bonds and money to his parents if we can afford it. 

"I don't think that our marriage could ever be a success if ou r 

in-laws lived with us. It wouldn't do at all at the beginning  altho 

later on it may not make much difference. I feel that we ha ve to 

lead our own lives altho I expect 1'ak to keep his responsi bility 

for his parents. I also will continue my responsibility t owards my 

parents until my brother Ken can take over. However, if  my parents 

are ever in need I will go to them and Tak understands this . 

"My life certainly is much c&lmer these days compared to t he 

period from December 7 until the evaluation. It all started  on 

December 7. I was scheduled to go to a doctor that day and  a girl 

friend came along with me. (The girl friend was Chiye Yam asaki 

$CH-16. Refer to this document for her reactions in compa rison to 

Ikuko's.) My girl friend and I drove oveer to Guadalupe to Dr. 

Suenaga's office. He was from Hawaii and he was very up set with 



the news of Pearl Harbor. «e were sitting in the reception room 

when he came rushing out to tell us about the bombing. He  said that 

it was an awful catastrophe and that all of Honolulu had bee n 

bombed to pieces. His parents and other relatives lived in Ho nolulu 

so that he was quite concerned about them. I was so shock ed at the 

news that I must have turned white. It was something that I h ad 

never imagined could happen. I was unaware that a war was coming 

along as I had been too absorbed in my personal life. I kne w that 

a lot of the older people were a little worried fiiiring those fe w 

months before the war, but I never bothered myself much wi th it as 

I did not think Japan and America would ever go to actual w ar. I 

sat frozen in the seat when I heard the news and the color ju st 

drained from my face. I was a turmoil of emotions and a l ot of 

fears clutched me. I thought that everything in our lives wa s now 

swept out and I imagined all sorts of worst possible things that 

could happen to us. I felt that I would have to lead a life of 

being discriminated and prejudiced against from there on be cause 

the hakujin would be against us. I couldn't think very straig ht as 

I was a mixture of all sorts of emotions and fears. I w as so 

shocked and disturbed that I acted almost automatically. From the 

moment I heard the news, I lost all hopes for the future.  I was 

more uncertain of myself than I had ever been in my life. Ev en now, 

I am not too sure of myself altho I have retained some Con fidence 

and I am more hopeful with the passage of time. I think that e very-

thing will depend on the autcome of the war. 

"I did not get over the shock of Pearl Harbor for some day s. 

All of December 7 I was in an very emotional and nervous state . I 

went home immediately and my parents were just as excited as I was. 
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I think that everyone in this country was shocked and affec ted per-

sonally in the same way. The fellows were hit pretty hard because 

they knew that they would have to go to war and it would b e the end 

of their personal abmi- ambitions for the duration. The w hole Japan-

ese community was probably hit a little harden thai» the hakujin 

because we were caught in the middle. During the period following 

the outbreak of war, many newspapers came out with headlin es about 

sabotage and they said that we knew all about the attac k before it 

happened. This was not the truth because it was just as unexpected 

for us as for the hakujin. Life was very unsettled and I  suppose 

everyone worried like I did. There were some favorable comments in 

the newspapers by public officials who told us to be cal m and to 

cooperate with the government so that nothing would happen  to us. 

We were reassured a little by this, but this did not last too long 

as the public sentiment arose again after January. It didn 't come 

down again until we© were safely out of California and in to the 

camps. 

"I think that the Japanese community in my home town was more 

afraid of Filipino riots than of possible Caucasian vi olence. The 

Filipinos got bo riled up because the Japanese Army to ok the Phil-

ippines during the first part of the war. The feeling go t so ugly 

that the whole Japanese community closed up business for a bout a 

week and the Japanese business men hired hakujin to patro l the sect-

ion at night. None of us dared to step out of the house. My father 

catered mostly to the ?/orking class of Filipinos, Chin ese and Okies 

in his restaurant business. After the war started, his business 

dropped down to almost nothing for a long time, but his o ld custo-

mers began to come around again after a couple of month s. Just 
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before the evacuation, business was booming as there were many-

soldiers in town and they came to our restaurant. 

"Even after the outbreak of the war, I did not give much th ought 

to my political thinking. However, when my dad was inter ned, I 

became anti-American because I felt that he was being unju stly 

treated. It was in February, about 5 in the morning when a y dad was 

interned without any previous notice. There was a loud ham mering on 

the door that morning and when I went to open it, two FBI m en came 

in and they asked for my dad. They gave me no explanations a t all. 

I was terrified and I didn ! t know what to do. My mother got hys-

terical and my dad was bewildered. The FBI men calmed us down by 

saying that it was only a routine checkQup and that my dad ? /ould be 

hbme that night,  *  or this reason we did not pack up his ciothes. 

We did not know v/here they took dad for several day s. That evening 

the FBI men came a^ain to search the house and they went t hrough 

everything. 

"I asked the FBI men when dad was coming and they said tha t 

they did not know. I began to worry and become frightened at this 

because dad did not have any warm clothes. I was quite i ndignant 

when the FBI men started to go through my personal letter s. They 

asked me all kinds of questioned and I was curt with them.  They had 

no rights to read all my personal ¿betters and ask me ques tions. I 

told them that I was an American citizen but they just ignored that. 

I was so mad when they even started to question me about the pictures 

in my picture album, especially the ones of nisei soldi ers. The FBI 

men even questioned me of my brother's G-Men books. He to ok some 

letters from my aunt in Japan that I had and said that they wo uld 

be used for evidence. 
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"I became frantic because we didn't know where dad was. I 

hounded the FBI office and finally they told me that he wa s in Santa 

Barbara. I was so mad because I felt that my father was bein g 

treated in an inhuman way. I didn't think that hakutfin could ever 

do such things as this. A  w e e k later I heard that my father was in 

Tujunga internment camp. D a d was allowed to write a letter then and 

he said that he was being sent to North Dakota. He said tha t we 

could come and visit him before he left. It seemed that our whole 

valley went down to Tujunga because so many fathers had be en picked 

up by the FBI in our area. It was a regular migration down there 

and we took along everything  toe make our fathers comfortable. I 

was so worried and full of fears because I didn't think I would see 

him again for the duration. It was so unfair for the FBI to intern 

him just because he was an alien Japanese. He didn't do any thing 

wrong at all. I was pretty bitter about it and that's why I de-

veloped an anti-American attitude for a long time." 

(December 3, 13 and 17*- W e interviews for these days we re 

postponed as Ikuko contracted a severe case of flu and s he was con-

fined to her bed and unable to go to work during the© g reater part 

of this period. The phone conversation on December 13 whi ch re-

vealed her worrjtefckarfc during this period has been no ted previously 

in the introductory &ection--see page 5-8.) 
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December 28, 1943. After an interlude of several weeks, the 

writer visited Ikuko on this date and managed to finish th e inter-

views rather satisfactorily. Some of the worry of getting h er 

brother into school has now been greatly relieved since he r parents 

will be resettled shortly after the beginning of the year. H owever, 

there are other worries developing which now preoccupy Ikuko Ts 

mind during her spare time. This last interview covered a  period 

of over five hours and it revealed that Ikuko was still s ensitive 

in many ways. Ikuko was most cooperative during this in terview 

and she sought the writer's advice on several points. Th e writer 

has taken the liberty of rearranging some of the points she made 

in order to make it fit in to the form of the case docume nt to give 

it continuity. However, the following comments by Ikuko o n her 

present problems and her past experience are almost verbat im. 

Ikuko continued her story about her father's internment: 

"There was really no reason for the FBI to interne my fathe r, 

i don't know what the exact reason was but l think it was because 

he contributed $1.00 a month  to an organization which sent stuff 

to the Japanese Army. It was really an innocent act because all of 

the Japanese families in the valley contributed to it.  It was 

like  r kifu T (donation). Apparently the organization listed all of 

the contributors in a book. This book was seized by the FB I after 

the war broke out so that they rounded up all of the men who h ad 

donated. That's why practically all of the men in our val ley were 

taken. Dad was not released uhtil august, 1942, and he was only 

given a parole. We were still in Tulare  at that time and we did 

not even know that he was coming back to us. He knock ed on the 

door about 3:30 one night and I sleepily went to open it al tho I 
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could not imagine who it could be. It was just breaking into 

dawn when I opened the door and I was so surprised and hap py to see 

father again, after so many months of separation. Our who le family 

shed tears at this happy reunion,  i  ather looked so worn out and he 

had suffered a great deal. Ee looked older than when I had la st 

seen him but that was because of the severe experiences and worry 

which he had to go through. However, dad got used to the cam p in 

a few days and he v/ent right to work as a barber until we we re all 

sent to Gila. 

"The rest of my family and I had been evacuated after my 

father was taken. I remember that day in April, 194-2, w hen we had 

to leave -anta Maria for the last time. I felt veiy indig nant and 

also hurt that such a thing as evacuation could happen. I fe lt 

that I had every right to be free as I was an American citize n. I 

resented being chased into a camp, however, there was not hing we 

could do about it because we had suddenly lost all of our rights 

without even a hearing. It was all so unfair. Many of the people 

in town sympathized with us. ^s we left Santa Maria in the Grey-

hound bus, many of our American friends waved goodbye  to us. I 

wanted to cry then but I couldn'td. I felt bewildered then and I 

can't imagine yet that it was all a dream. It seemed as if t he 

whole world had crumbled down before us and there was noth ing for-

ward to look in the future. 

"We heard so many wild rumors about the camp that I antici -

pated the worst. We knew we would be living in horse stab les and 

there would be many inconveniences. My health was still  poor.and 

I was frightened about that as I did not know whether I y/oul d get 

adqquate medical care or not. I was just one mess of fears a nd 
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worries. 

"As we neared Tulare I noticed that the country was so dif f-

erent in contrast to the green rolling hills of Santa Ma ria. Theye 

were no hills and it was sort of bleak. It almost broke my heart. 

As we approached the camp, the first thing I saw were th e M.P.'s* 

standing around ?/ith boyoneted guns ana the high fences.  This put 

me in a state of emotion where I wanted to protest loudly. I  was 

so angry. But the feeing passed over quickly and I became  quite 

depressed as soon as we entered the camp. Everything was confu-

sion and there was a feeling of stangeness in the air. 

"After we got into the grounds I saw many of my old fri ends. 

This lightened the burden on me a little bit. But my spirits  y/ere 

crushed for about two months and I could not get used to t he food 

at all. It was just a messy slop. The housing acco imodatio ns were 

' just as bad. We were shoved into a stable with horse stu ff still 

on the floor and the apartment wreaked of the horse smell. T here 

were little cracks in the ceiling and we could see the sk y through 

them. I thought that the place was too unsanitary and ©o I went to 

the housing department and protested even though I knew I h ad no 

right to do this since many other people were in the same p osition. 

The housing department listened to my plea and they consen ted to 

move us to one of the newer barracks which was better. We ro asted 

in these barracks during the summer. 

After two months I soon forgot about my past life. It see med 

that I just closed a door in my mind and I didn't want to th ink any 

more of it because it was such a bitter experience. Eve r since 

that time, I just lived from day to day. I d idnH think of th e 

future at all because there was none. I was just existing . There 
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was nothing for us in oamp to look forward to. Nov/, I do l ook a 

little more into the future but not too far. 

"Around the end of May, 1942, I got tired of loafing around 

and I wanted to forget the fact that we were pushed around s o I got 

a iob as a typist in the administration office for $12 a mont h. 

This kept my mind off of the other things. The round of soc ial 

activities soon sprang up and I did not mind it at all b ecause it 

was a lot of fun. We had quite a recreation development in  camp 

and everybody took part in it. After the Pasadena group cam e into 

Tule^e, I went around with them as they were more active t han the 

nisei from ray home town. I had known some of these people from 

the southland previously through my contacts with Joe. A group of 

us got together every evening and we listened to classica l records. 

In between we held quite a few parties. As the camp became mor e 

organized, we had movies, talent shows and dances during t he week. 

There was something going on every ni;ht and that kept ou r minds 

off of other things. I enjoyed this life immensely. I di d not go 

to church at all altho I did attend a few of the discussion s which 

the young people put on in the church. I did not care for p oliti-

cal activities at all so I didn't think much of it. I rarel y read 

the newspapers to find out what was going on in the war. I just 

didn't care. 

"Most of my time was spent in making new friends. Gosh, I 

made a g lot of them. I couldn't help meeting a lot of peop le be-

cause there were 5000 of us all crowded together in a small area 

surrounded by barbed wires. I met mostly nisei who had simi lar 

interests as I did. a great deal of the friendships I fo rmed was 

on a casual basis and I stuck with only a limited group. We d id 
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everything together. 

"The hakujin in the administration were very good to us. I 

thought that we had the best administration of any camp be cause the 

staff was very interested in our welfare and they were alwa ys will-

ing to help us out no matter how minor our problems were. We a ppre 

ciated the sympathetic attitude which they had and it re minded me 

that not all Americans were against us. On my birthday, my fr iends 

gave me a party. We did not know how we could get a birth day cake 

but the hakujin police chief went to a lot of trouble to bring a 

cake to us so that we would have a good time. All of the adm inis-

tration were helpful like this. But it got to the point wh ere 

everyone was ordering food from town so that they had to c ut it 

out. They said that some of the people in town did not like it 

because they thought we ?/ere hoarding the food. There was  some-

thing in the ne?/spaper about that once. The hakujin in t he admin-

istration knew us better and they denied that we were di sloyal. 

They all had good-will toward us. At first the Japanese in  camp 

put on their own talent shows but soon the WCCA staff altern ated 

each week and put on a talent show for us, through their own p er-

formers. The people in camp liked them better than ever fo r 

doing that. I think that this understanding resulted in a very 

good morale at Tulare. We did not have any riots or othe r trouble 

at all. Everyone was willing to cooperate. I think that i f the 

other camps had an administration like ours, there would never have 

been any riots. 

,f In spite of all this activity, it still lacked some realit y. 

It was a pleasant interlude for us and we all knew that our stay 

Was temporary. However, we wanted it to last all the tim e. In the 
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baok of my mind I still had the feeling of isolation. I was con-

scious of that because Tulare v/as right next to town but w e could 

not get to it. Often I would walk to the south end of camp and look 

out on the highway and see the cars going by and some o f them would 

stop at the hamburger shop within sight. I longed to go out there 

for a hamburger but a barbed wire fence closed me off. Du ring those 

times I had such an awful feeling of being cooped up like rats. 

"I had a confused feeling about the war. I read an artic le 

once, "Between Two flags' 1 in one of the magazines and I saw myself 

in that position. We were pulled two ways and torn in our senti-

ments. I felt that I owed my loyalty here but still there w as our 

parents who were closer to Japan. On top of that we h ad gone 

through some very bad treatment so that many of us began to l ean 

more toward Japan until we regained our sense of values. I could 

not think straight on the subject because I resented ever ything. 

I was forced to feel like a Jap because I had a Japanese f ace and 

people would not accept us as American even though I might have 

felt that way. I felt this discrimination and prejudice v ery 

keenly and it was all so unfair. Often I got the feeling o f what's 

the use. There were quite a few nisei in Tulare who felt th e same 

way. Suddenly I realized that I wanted to stay in the Unit ed 

States in spite of what could have happened, so that I chang ed my 

thinking a little even though I was still extremely hurt an d bitter 

by the experiences we had gone through. I was always so C onfused 

that I couldn't even think of the future at all. It was a funny 

sort of existence and it did not seem real. 

"When the time came to go to the relocation camps, it was 

another crisis and shock for us. There were all sorts of wil d 
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rumors going around about where we would be sent to. At the end 

of August we found out that we would be leaving for Gila, Ari zona, 

and Tulare would be emptied after the first week in Septembe r. 77e 

got pretty excited about that because the first group s ent back 

letters about the terrifying conditions out there.  All we talked 

about was the dust, snakes, heat and scorpions out in the d esert. 

I was rather frightened about going to Gila because one of my 

friends wrote and said that the Gila monsters out there w ere poi-

sonous. I imagined that they ran all over the place. La ter on I 

discovered that Gila monsters were very rare. The first g roup went 

to Gila under the worst of conditions ¡go that naturally th ey wrote 

back and told us all about it. They said that the water supp ly was 

cut off and the sanitation was terrible. Many of the ol d folks 

thought th:t we would die of thirst out there in the des ert. I 

know of one issei woman who insisted oil taking 5 gallons o f water 

with £her. V/e all worked ourselves into a fear of going. I sup-

pose I was one of the worst as I dreaded the intense heat  of the 

desert. I wanted to stay on in Tulare as 1 was having a ver y good 

time. I left for Gila in early September with mahy misgiv ings and 

qualms. 

"We had a very rough trip outthere and my heart fell when w e 

started to go through the desert country. ..hen we got to C asa 

Grande, the Army truck picked us up and started aiding us  toward 

camp. We cut off I'rora the main highway and started up a lonely 

read which was very dusty. It was then that I really got th e full 

impact of feeling entirely cut off from the whole civiliz ed world. 

I had this feeling muah more intensely than I had when we w ent to 

Tulare since we had a town next to the assembly center. I n Gila 
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there was nothing but desert, heat and dust storms. 

"The heat was over-bearing when we drove into Gila and th e 

whole camp was quite disorganized. All of the ditches wer e open 

and there were many buildings which had not been complet ed, ^t 

night the construction crew worked in order to finish up t he bar-

racks for other people to come in. It was a constant din upon my 

ears, and I had the vaguest and queerest feeling at first.  It 

seemed as if I were floating in a ^ery unreal world but wh en the 

first dust storm hit us, I knew it was real. Life out ther e in 

the desert was very disappointing compared to Tulare. 7 /e had more 

room in the barracks but there were big cracks between th e planks 

and it was almost impossible to keep the dust out. It was s uch a 

depressing place. We did not have the social activities which ex-

isted at Tulare. Gila was an immense camp and it sprawled out all 

over the desert. The only breaks in the flat desert scene ry were 

a few buttes here and there. There were so many strange p eople at 

Gi la and we got pretty well mixed up. I didn Tt like the place at 

all and I wasn't a bit happy. I went into a shell and I did no t 

take part in any of the limited social activities which  went on. 

I only went to a few dances. I just didn't have any incenti ve to 

take an interest in anything. I got a job as a dental recep tion-

ist and all I did was go to work and come home at night. My f irst 

hope for resettlement came in November, 1942 and I became ve ry 

excited about that. I wanted to come out very keenly because  Tak 

began to send me encouraging letters and I wanted to s ee him 

again. I applied for a leave clearance early in Decembe r and I 

lived from that day on in the hopes that my clearance wo uld come 

soon. The day stretched into weeks and the weeks into mon ths but 
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my hopes did not diminish at all. I concentrated on get ting out 

and I drew away from people completely. 2!y only outlet was to 

write long letters to Tak almost every night. Sometimes I sta yed 

up until midnight, writing letters about how I felt. 

'In the meantime I continued on with my work but it beca me 

more and more automatic. When I first went to Gila, I was anxious 

to get a job so that I would not be preoccupied with other wo r-

ries. I went to the employment office after my family wa s settled 

down a bit and asked if I could be either a dental reception ist or 

a librarian's assistant. There were no openings in the l ibrary as 

a number of girls had applied for that before me. I was f ortunate 

became I got into the dental office. I started there in Septe mber 

and worked in this job until the end of the year. We were located 

in Block 73 in one of the recreation halls as the hospital  was not 

completed yet. All of the dentists were young so that we had a 

lot of fun out there. I enjoyed this work very much. We were 

rather busy from the beginning as quite a few of the peopl e in camp 

needed teeth fillings. In Tulare they had not been able to get 

much dental attention because of the lack of facilities . We didn't 

have very many facilities in Gila either but the denti sts worked 

hard. For dentist's chairs, the carpenters built one of w ood and 

that served the purpose. Our clinic was always over-runn ing with 

people who wanted attention. We 

"We moved into the new hospital near the end of the year an d 

the work was not so pleasant after that. The people were very im-

patient and the issei would get very indignant when they w ere not 

treated promot^y. They had to take it out on somebody so tha t they 

all jumped on me. The work became so neave-wracking becaus e there 
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were always people crowded in the small waiting room tha t I deci-

ded to quit that job. This was in December, 1942. One of t he 

dentists I knew said that I could have a job as dental a ssistant 

and he would give me training, so I switched to that job. At first 

1 was very squeamish at the sight of blood but I got usdd to it. 

However, I did not do this work for more than a month as I was not 

too efficient and it was not my nature to be a dental assist ant. 

It was too hard for me to stand on my feet all day long so tha t I 

decided to quit. This was in January and I decided to rest for a 

few months as my health had run down a little. In March, 19 43, I 

got a job as a typist in the fiscal office. My health was ok ay 

after that and I have not been sick since. I recovered com pletely 

from my former illness and this lifted a load off of my mind. 

"I made very few friends at Gila because I had drawn into a 

shell so completely. I even drew away from my old friend s at Tu-

lare and I rarely visited them. I just secluded myself an d the 

only time I ventured out was to go to work or to the mess h all. The 

nisei in my block thought I was being very snobbish but t hey did 

not understand me. I did not have any interests at all i n cultiva-

ting news friendships as my only desire was to get out of c amp as 

soon as I could. It wasn't because I could not stand the Japa nese 

people as I have always lived among them. I was anxious to get out 

because of Tak and he was encouraging me so that my hopes for mar-

riage were pretty bright. 

"Because of my isolated life at Gila, I did not get to kn ow the 

WRA staff at all. I was not conscious of any of the big iss ues 

which swept over camp now and then as I had no contact wi th the 

people either. My first real contact with the WRA was no t too for-
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tunate. This was when I applied for my leave clearance. I fo und 

out that the leave office had no system at all and it was v ery in-

efficient. I had to wait for over three months before my c learance 

came through. I thought this was very unfair because othe r nisei 

got their clearance in less than a month. I used to houn d the 

leave office every day. I would go up there after lunch on my way 

to work and ask them why there were so many delays. I got imp a-

tient about waiting so long and I was very pessimistic abou t ever 

getting out. The administration did not worry about my pr oblems 

too much because there were bigger issues which concern ed them. 

The registration came up in February or March and the 7RA h ad to 

convince the people that they should register. They dropp ed every-

thing else in order to do this and there were no leave clea rance 

issued during this period. 

"The registration did not concern me at all. My paren ts and 

I discussed it thoroughly and we definitely decided to answer 'yes* 

since it was for our own good. I didn't know what //as happening in 

the camp at all,  alt ho  I heaftd occasionally that some families had 

big fights which their children over the registration.  It was 

hardest for those old folks who were thinking of repatria tion. My 

parents had definitely made up their micids so that there  was no 

problem at all for us. 

"I started to work on my job contacts right after the regis-

tration in March. Lucy and Mary planned to leave camp wit h me. 

"j'e went up to the employment office and they had a long l ist of 

domestic job offers. I didn't know what kind of work I coul d do 

but I thought that domestic work would be the Safest bet fo r us. 

It seemed most practical as we could save money in this way an d we 
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would not have to worry about housing or rationing. I d isliked 

domestic work intensely, but I felt that this would be the e asiest 

way of getting out of camp. I wanted to get some sort of a n office 

job but I did not think there would be much chance for me at t hat 

time. I decided to come to Chicago as this was the nearest 1 could 

get to Tak who was stationed at Fort Custer. I wouldn't even have 

thought of resettlement if it were not for him. it would  have been 

too lonely for me to come out all alone. Lucy, Mary and I fi nally 

got otli? leave clearance and we decided to come out on ^pril 12 of 

this year. 

"'I could not anticipate life in Chicago very well as I k new 

very little of the city. I knew that it was an immense pla ce and 

quite windy. It encouraged me a little when I found out that quite 

a few nisei were resettling out ther:. Naturally 1 wante d to go to 

a pice where I would not be alone too much. I heard that man y of 

the nisei were being accepted by the hakujin so that encoura ged me 

quite a bit. 

"It was not difficult to get a domestic job offer. 1 picke d 

out one offer which looked fairly easy and 1 wrote a lett er to the 

employer. The employer answered right away and accepted  me for 

the position. There was such a shortage of domestic worke rs that 

it was easy to get a job offer. I went to work for Mr. and Mrs. 

Berman. They are Jewish and Mr. German is the manager o f Mandel's 

department store here. They live in a four-room apartmen t on the 

south side of Chicago. The wage was only  v 40 a month but the work 

sounded very easy. Mary and Lucy accepted a job offer t o go out to 

Lake Forrest in a large 12-room home and they got ¿60 each a  month. 

'When we arrived in Chicago we were rather confused. The trip 
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had been rather tiring and the trains were crowded. ¿or a while we 

had to sit in the aisles because there were no seats. We were all 

rather timid and hesitant as we felt that the people were staring 

at us. It was strange to go out in the civilized world after being 

locked up a year and naturally we were a little confused. M y 

fiancé, Tak, and a couple of his friends met us at the D earborn 

station. Tak said that he had a three-day furlough and he « anted 

to show us around. We decided not to report for work for fo ur days 

as we wanted to enjoy ourselves first and rest up from th e trip. 

We stayed at a hotel during this time. Tak and his friend sho wed 

us all around town and we had a wonderful time Yisiting th e museum, 

seeing plays and movies, and going out to dine and dance. Tak and 

I had a nice reunion and we were sure of each other as soon a s we 

came together. 

"After our four days' vacation was over, we phoned our re s-

pective employers and I said goodbye to Mary and Lucy who h ad to go 

to Lake Forrest. Mr. Berman came down for me in his car and whe n 

I went to his home I first found out th&t he was Jewish. Bot h he 

and his wife were very kind to me. However, when I got t here Mrs. 

Berman said I looked too frail and she did not think that I could 

do the heavy work. She was a semi-invalid and I didn't know that 

I was supposed to take care of her too. My impression was th at the 

job was very light work. The way she described the job I would 

have to do everything including the laundry and cooking. The re was 

a colored girl, Canary, who was working there and she had pl anned 

to go to a better place. However, I said that I didn't th ink I 

could do the work and I would leave so that Canary decide d to stay. 

In that job Mr. Berman often took trips to New York and t he girl 
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had to stay in and look after his wife. I decided to stay th ere 

for a couple of weeks until I could find a better place an d the 

Bermans were not opposed to that at all. The second day I w as 

thereI got a terrible case of diarrhea and I had to go to bed . 

Mrs. Herman was quite concerned about me and she even c alled her 

family doctor to look after me. ¿>he treated me so kind ly that I 

decided to stay on for a while. After a few days I felt bett er and 

then Mrs. Berman said that I would have to get some heavier clothes 

and shoes since the winter would be severe. I didn Tt have any 

money to buy an expensive coat, however, Mr. Berman took  me down 

to Mandel's and he got me a SO per cent discount so that I  was able 

to purchase a very warm coat at a cheap ppice. The Bermans t reated 

me. as if I were a guest in their home. In the evenings I wou ld go 

in the living room with them and they asked me all about cam p life. 

Occasionally they took me out to shows itoith them. I hardl y did any 

work while I was there, but after two weeks I decided to cha nge to 

another job. Mrs. Berman insisted on paying me tf20 for the t wo 

weeks but I wouldn't take it even though I was practical ly broke. 

"I did not have to look for another job very ihong as Mary and 

Lucy told me of a domestic job right next door to them. I wen t out 

to Lake Forrest on May 1 and my salary was supposed to b e ¿60 a 

month. I worked in that job for four or five months until Au gust 

but I was very dissatisfied. I didn't like the work at all and it 

preyed upon my mind. I wanted to quit but I did not know wh at 

other kind of work I could get into. I heard that other nisei g irls 

were getting office jobs and I thought I could get one to o. How-

ever, the summer was rather hot and I didn't get the energey up to 

go job hunting. There were two children in the family an d I wasn't 

supposed to take care of them at all, but after I was there ab out a 
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month, my employers began to impose upon me more and mor e. They 

went out on social visits quite a bit and I had to stay in nigh ts 

to watch the children. This tied me to my job day and night a nd I 

resented it very much. I just siffered in silence because  I didn't 

have the nerve enough to protest. I wqsn't very effici ent in my 

work but they never called me down for it. 

"During the summer I bumped into Margaret Ichino in one o f the 

restaurants down in the loop and we renewed our old fri endship. I 

ased to know her before the war but I had rarely written to her after 

her- we were evacuated. She was from Los Angeles. We im mediately 

got very friendly again and I used to visit her on my d ays off from 

my domestic job in Lake Forrest. Margaret encouraged me  to look for 

an office job when I told her that I was so dissatisfied wit h do-

mestic work. She said that there were many types of office work 

which a nisei girl could get easily. I got a little mor e confidence 

after that so I determined to quit my domestic job at the e nd of 

July. Margaret said that I could stay with her during the ti me I 

looked for an office job and an apartment. Mary and Lucy w ere 

tired of domestic work also and they got a job with the YMC A right 

away and we all stayed at Margaret's apartment for a while.  I was 

with her during most of August. The first two weeks I just r ested 

up and then I started to look for work. I got my present j ob as a 

general clerk in the Transportation and Maintenance C ompany on the 

westside about August 15 and I am still at that job. It pays $90 

a month but I am not happy in the work now because I can't make a 

living. I took the job because it sounded good to me. 

"My big worry after moving in with Margaret was the hous ing 

problem. I found out that it was almost impossible to find  a de-
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cent place. Margaret's apartment was very small and the re were 

bed bugs in the place. It got so bad that Mary, Lucy and I had to 

go out and look for our own place. Margaret was planning t o leave 

for New York shortly anyway. I wanted to bring my brothe r out in 

order to put him into school out here so I wrote and told him  to 

come in September. I didn't know anything about the no n-resident 

tuition fee. I figured that he could live with us after we fo und 

our own apartment. 

T'We had quite a time finding a suitable apartment. At first 

I was afraid that we would not be able to find a place at all be-

cause of the housing shortage. I thought that some of the places 

would discriminate against us. The three of us began to l ook in 

the newspapers and we decided to break up into three groups a nd 

each of us take a different section of the city in our apa rtment 

hunting. I walked around for several days without any succe ss and 

Mary and Lucy did not have any luck either. I had a chance at a 

couple of places but they were too dirty, finally I went to t he 

WRA and they had a list of available apartments. I told them that 

I was interested in a three-room apartment on the northside  and we 

were willing to pay up to $50 a month. The man at the WRA to ld me 

of two places on Geneva Terrace and one of them sounded very good 

to me. It was rented for $55 a month and I decided to come o ut 

immediately. 

"When I got here I found that the landlady was very nice an d I 

was so happy that she would rent the apartment to us. I was im-

pressed with the neatness and cleanliness of the building s o that I 

put a deposit down for the apartment right away and then we nt to 

get Mary and Lucy to come and look at the place. When we ca me out 
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all together, they lcbked the place immediately so tha t we moved in 

on October 1 and my brother was out by that time so he came with 

us. I liked my apartment here better than my old Santa Ma ria home 

altho I don't get the privacy I had before. In spite of tha t, I 

am very pleased with it. At times it is hard living with o ther 

people and I can't feel completely at ease. It's not like li ving 

.  ith you own family. I'm busy all the time so that I don't get to 

enjoy my apartment completely. The relationships bet ween those of 

us here is fairly gibod. Occasionally we do have some fri ction. 

The reason for that is that the three girls are all of the same age 

so that there is no older person around to show respect t o. I mean 

by that, we don't show too much deference for each other and  we are 

not so willing to make personal sacrifices as we would to an older 

person. In spite of that we have gotten along very well. L ucy is 

moving out next month on January 27, 1944 but that is beca use of 

her personal plans. I don't know what I am going to do a bout my 

parents. They will stay downstairs in a smaller room tempo rarily 

but I don't think I can keep the apartment up by myself. I 've told 

Mary that she should go ahead and plan for herslef as it  would not 

be fair to ask her to move out in case my parents come i nto my 

apartment. It all depends on what kind of work my father get s. If 

my parents do a domestic job, we will still have a problem because 

I don't think that Mary and I can pay the full rent by ourse lves 

after Lucy moves out. We just have to wait and see what h appens. 

'The girls and I quarrel occasionally because we do get tem-

permental at times. Then we don't talk to each other for a few 

hours and there is a heavy atmosphere. However, these diffe rences 

are not too severe. I would like to have my folks move in.si Eight 
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now my brother Ken helps out with the household expenses since he 

is working. Living expenses are quite heayy. Besides our  $55 a 

month rent, our food bill runs anywhere from «¿20 to «¿ 30 a week for 

the four of us. I know that we are too extravagant in eati ng but 

we don't like to deprive ourselves. We only eat one big me; 1 a day 

so that we like to enjoy it. 

"I like the neighborhood that we are in very much. There are 

some other Japanese living around here but I don't know th em per-

sonally. I wouldn't want them to move into our building at a ll or 

even into the next building because I feel that a concentr ation of 

Japanese around here would change the public feeling tow ards us. 

Eight now the hakujin are very friendly and we are not to o conspi-

cuous. I don't know how long I will be living here since m y hou-

sing plans are very indefinite. It will depend upon Ta k. I want 

my folks to go to Denver or Salt Lake City eventually as there  is 

moree of a Japanese community atmosphere out there. My f ather may 

be able to open a restaurant out there eventually. I don 't think 

they will ever be happy out here because it is so isolate d. Now is 

the time to make a lot of money and save it. If Tak goe s overseas, 

I would go join my parents and I would like to have a home, bu t you 

just can't plan on anything that far ahead because the Arm y doesn't 

care much about personal life. In the meantime I am satisf ied 

enough With the partment here. I haven't been to any other  nisei 

apartment, but I think that we have one of the best places  for the 

money we pay.  Je have our own back porch, our own refrigerator and 

a private bath. The landlady is very nice to us even thoug h she is 

into a fourth class building. That's why she is so fussy about the 

particular about keeping up the place so that 
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garbage disposal. 

rt I had some experiences in my job hunting too. I loafed 

around for a while after I quit domestic work because Margar et told 

me that jobs were plentiful and I could afford to be a lit tle 

choosy. However, my cash began to .run low so I thought I ha d bet-

ter start ¿hooking. I used newspaper Ads mostly, wheneve r I saw a 

fairly good prospect I would phene the employer and as k about it. 

The funny thing was that as soon as I mentioned I was a Japan ese 

American, the employer would say they were sorry but the  job was 

filled or give some other excuse like that. I spent more ni ckels 

phoning up employers and each time I was refused I felt m ore and 

more like crawling into a hole. I did manage to get two inter -

views. The first one was most unsatisfactory and the pers onnel 

manager gave me the cold shoulder. Then I went out to the we stside 

to answer a job offer for an essential industry factory. M r. Eemp 

was the man I talked to. He was very kind to me and he was will ing 

to give me a job. He said there were 100 Caucasian girjs who 

would be working with me. 1 thought to myself that it would  be too 

hard to win over 100 girls and get them to accept me. I kn ew that 

some of them would be prejudiced so I decided not to take  the job 

even though Mr. Kemp offered it to me. He was very broad-m inded 

and tolerant but I told him that 1 did not want to cause him a ny 

trouble. He realized that I was a sensitive type and tha t iw ould 

bother me a lot so he did not press the job on me. I can be h urt 

very easily and that's why I turned down that job. 

"The third day I went out job hunting I got a little desp erate 

as I did not have any luck at all. I was looking for a ty pist or 

general clerical job but I could not find any that suited « me or 
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else the employers were too cool to me. I guess I was extr a sensi-

tive. I decided to go down to the American Friends office  and nr. 

McKee of that office spoke to me. He suggested that I go do wn to 

the United States Employment Service and apply for a job . 

"I went over there right away and it just happened that t hey 

had received a job offer for a nisei girl. So they sugges ted that 

I go out and apply for it. The job was for a general clerk and it 

paid $22.50 a week. I should have held out for more mone y, but I 

felt that I was fortunate in getting a job offer at tha t time as I 

was getting a little worried. I knew that I did not have any ex-

perience in office work so that I would have to start o ut at a 

lower wage. 

"When I went out to the  r ir;  nsportation and Maintenance Company 

on the west  side,  Mr. Butler interviewed me. He said that the start-

ing wage was $22.50 a week but I would get a raise after three 

months and also get occasional bonuses. He was very kind to me so 

that I was impressed and thought that I would fit into  the work 

there. There was one other Japanese girl, Keiko, in the o ffice so 

I decided to take the job there as I felt I would be more comfo rt-

able if another nisei girl was around to help break ne int o the 

work. Months went by in that job ana I never did get a raise. I 

found that I could not save anything. That 1s why I'm flat broke 

right now. v/hen I asked ray employer for the raise they prom ised, 

they said that wages had been frozen so that they could not give 

it to me. That is why I still am 7/orking for the same amoun t I 

got when I started. It was all promises and they never did f ill 

them. I wanteé to quit the job, but I am» afraid that they w ill 

make a lot of trouble for me and not give me an avaiáablli ty for 
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work clearance. 

rf I get along nicely with most of the people in the office. I 

was pretty timid at first but I think that I am more aggr essive 

now. When I went out for the interview, I was frightened to death. 

I felt this way throughout my job hunting and I often had to rive 

myself a pep talk when I started to crawl into a shell. I jus t 

forced myself out. In my job hunting, I had to go all over the city 

and I often got lost. When I stopped people and asked th em for di-

rections, I found that they were very willing to help me. C hicago 

people are very friendly I have discovered so that I got a lot more 

confidence in myself. 

never did apply for a job through the WRA. after I lest 

camp. I went down there once after I quit my domestic work a nd 

they told me that they could not offer me another posit ion because 

I had quit my first job after staying there only a coupl e of weeks. 

I don Tt think they liked that very much. They said that I had t o 

shift for myself and they could not keep looking after me . I felt 

that they were vejry rude to me and they did not give me any en-

couragement at all. I realized that they were right in wha t they 

said but they could have told me that in a nicer way. They did n't 

realize that I was still a stranger in the city and all that w as 

necessary for them to do was to offer me some hope and enco urage-

ment instead of talking down to me as if I had been a bad girl, 

^ome of the other nisei I know have told me that the WRA always 

acts this way so that I don't think it was my sensitive feeli ng 

that was at fault that time. I realize that I was on my own and I 

could not keep falling back upon them all the time. But I had to 

back out of the WRA office in a great embarrassment becaus e of the 
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v/ay the interviewer treated me. Maybe it was good for me because I 

was forced to go out and get a job on my own, 

"The Transportation and Maintenance Comp-ny where I work i s a 

large garage and I am a general clerk in the office. It's a very 

pleasant office and it has all of the modern equipment in it. I 

learned how to handle some of the books and I typed out vouc hers 

and other things. They taught me all of these things as it was my 

first office job. My hours are from 9 to 5:30 and I get an hour 

off for lunch. During the summers, the office staff ge ts all day 

Saturday off. Now we work until one o'clock on Saturdays. W e don't 

get any over-time at all. I don't think I would care for  it any-

way as I don't even have time to do my laundry at home as it is. 

We never finish eating until about 8:50 and then I have to w rite a 

letter to my fiancé. After that I have to make the next d ay's 

lunch and it is already time to go to bed. It's a rather he ctic 

life and I haven't even had time to open a book since I ha ve been 

out here. All of my week-ends are taken with Tak. 

"I think I am the most underpaid nisei worker in Chicago . I 

know that I am making the least of anybody for the type of wo rk I 

am doing. All of the other nisei girls I have heard of m ake at 

least 25. Mary and Lucy never had any ofiice ssee ience eithe r 

and they get $25 a week and Saturdays off at the YMCAr o ffices. 

The nisei I know think that I am cracy for staying on in m y present 

job as they are sure thfct I can make more in another place. It 

takes me about one and a half hours a day to commute back and f orth 

on the westside. 

"On top of all this, I barely manage to make a living. Now 

that Xraas is over, I am flat broke. Maybe I will be able to save a 
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little bit after New Year's. At first my job was very inte resting 

but it is getting most monotonous now. They have put more workers 

into the office so that I have less to do. Part of the day 1 don't 

have a think to do. I just have to sit around there and it  makes 

my day very long. In spite of that the office is still  clamoring 

for more girls to come in and work there. I don't know wha t they 

could do as I have to look around for odd jobs during the day just 

to fill in the time. I hate my work now because I feel that I am 

not getting enough office experience. 

"There are* two persons in the office with whom I do not ge t 

alogg. From the beginning 1 felt that the two Jewish men t here, 

Rosenberg and Harris, were prejudiced against Keiko and me. I just 

thought that from some of the odd remarks which Rosenberg made 

within my earshot. Once Rosenberg said something that hu rt me. I 

don't remember what it was exactly now, altho I did catc h the word 

Japs. Maybe he wasn't even talking about me but I'm prett y sure he 

was looking right at me when he said that. One of the ot her bosses 

said that I was too imaginative and that Rosenberg was not D reiu-

diced at all. I have always been a little shy among strange rs and 

I humbled myself a great deal during the first few weeks  I worked 

there. 

•'I knew that Rosenberg did not like me because he began t o pick 

on me for many things even tho I was not to blame. He neve r picked 

on any of the other girls. It happened that we have two r est per-

iods during the day in our job. In the women's rest room th ere is 

no clock. Since Keiko and I have no wrist watch we often stayed in 

there five minutes overtime. Rosevenberg would call me down for 

this. It always seems that he picks on me alone.  A t first I said 
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I was very sorry and I would humble myself, ¿ome of the othe r 

girls in the office noticed what was going on and they told  me that 

I should get tougher and not let Rosenberg take advantage o f me. 

Since they were on my side, I determined to tall Rose nberg off the 

next time he picked on me. One day he called me behind t he files 

end started to call me down for some minor things so I blew up. I 

said that I did not understand why he picked on me all the time and 

it was not my fault for staying over time in the restroom b ecause 

there was no clock in there. I thought I was being made a scape-

goat and I did not like it. Rosenberg said I was taking it wrong 

and he was trying to help me. However, the feeling is sti ll tense 

between us. He is only an assistant boss there but he think s he is 

the big shot. 

Tf I think the whole trouble started when my brother first cam e 

to Chicago. I wanted to take a half day off in order to me et him 

at the railroad station since he did not know his way a round. I 

asked Mr. Rosenberg if I could go and he got very indignant. He 

v/as a typical Jew and he thought the company would be lo sing money 

if I took a little time out. i thought he was being inhuman fo r 

adopting such an attitude. He said that I could only have  one and 

a half hours off but it was impossible to even go down to the 

station and come back in that time. I didn't say anythi ng but I 

left with the idea of taking the rest of the afternoon off.  Then I 

phone the other boss and asked him if that would be okay an d he was 

agreeable. Rosenberg was very mad because I went over his head and 

that's why he picks 051 me for little things after that. Now , he 

always watches me at work and he follows me around to see if he can 

pin something on me. We don't say anything to each other any more. 
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Oh, I hate his guts. 

"I get along well with the 13 others in the office as they 

are mostly girls. We all joke around quite a hit. ItVsstran ge 

that none of us get along with the two Jews in the office. T he 

Jews are so persecuted too and yet they take it out on Ke iko and I 

because they are resentful. I don't understand that as I t hought 

that they would be more sympathetic than any of the oth ers. Mino-

rity people never seem to sympathize with each other. I g uess the 

Japanese are that way too because they sort of sneer at the  Jews. 

I don't get along with the two Jewish men in the office be cause of 

personal reasons and not because of their race. 

"I don't have much contact with the big boss .of the compa ny 

as he has a separate office. The firm doesn't discrimi nate because 

of color or race. Mr. Butler told me that we were equal and  that 

we had every right to make a living as long as we were loyal an d 

capable.  A good half of the workers in the garage are negroes, an d 

there are also about 60 nisei fellows in the garage now. M ore keep 

coming every day, I don't see them very often as I am i n an office 

in another part of the building. There are only a few Cauca sians 

in the garage. In our office the personnel are all Caucasia ns ex-

cept Keiko and me. 

"I've made friends with some of the girls at the office. S ome-

times we eat lunch together. The hakujin staff turn-ove r is pretty 

rapid. There was one girl who seemed aaloof and she didn' t like me 

at first but now we get along fine, -after they quit the pl ace, 

they all promise to write me letters. I wouldn't want an y more 

nisei girls to come into our office as Keiko and I feel that two 

are enough. Mr. Butler feels the same way as there was n other 
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nisei girl who came an applied once but she was turned d own. I 

think that was because they have a quota for Japanese in the office 

now but I am not sure. It doesn't make any difference how m any 

nisei are working in the garage. I wouldn't even care if the y were 

all nis&i down there as I have no contacts with them. I don 't think 

that the boss would let it come to that point though*. Ther e is 

quite a large turn-over of labor in the garage among the  nisei and 

this does not make a good impression, but it is only na tural for 

them to look for something better. I'm the same way. My he art is 

not in my work any more as I know I could get a better job. I have 

to be able to save something for the future but I hat e to leave the 

firm with any bad feelings altho this may happen. They just  won't 

give me an availability of employment clearance. Once I t old them 

that I was going to Battle Creek to get married. They said  that 

they would give me a clearance after I got there. I don 't think 

that they will want to give me a clearance if I work at another 

place in Chicago. I know that there are plenty of jobs now where 

I can get better wages and I plan to do something definite about 

changing my job after the first of the year. 

?t I think that the job chances for the nisei are very good out 

here. There is a great labor shortage and that is the rea son. 

After the war tho, I'm afraid that many nisei will lose thei r jobs, 

particularly th.ose holding unskilled jobs. Some of the c ompanies 

just tolerate us because we are readily available right n ow. We 

will be the first ones weeded out afterwards. I think that the 

best chance for remaining on is for the nisei to get into a smal l 

firm and make himself invaluable to it. My sort of job d oes not 

hold much promise for the future as anybody can do it. T hat's ano-
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other reason why I plan to quit soon. 

"I don't know what I will be doing next in the way of work , 

however, the next job I got into, I want to go into it perm anently, 

and keep it egen after the war, if that is possible, But ever y-

thing is so indefinite now that you really can't plan tha t far 

ahead. I certainly have no intentions of making Chicag o my home 

forever. I'm just living an indefinite life right now but I hope to 

settle down more after I am married. It's quite a hectic  life that 

I lead now and I never get a chance to get rested up. 

"I don't go to church at all out here as Sunday is a day for 

sleep for me. $ak comes over every week-end and he is not v ery 

religious minded anyway. We still haven't fixed our m arriage date 

yet. It probably will be in the spring or before. It depe nds on 

what my parents say. My loyalties are a little torn righ t now and 

I don't know exactly what to do. I feel that I should marry Ta k 

right away as he may be shipped out before long. Ee told me t he 

other day that all of the nisei are being transferred to ei ther 

Savage or Shelby. He is going to be transferred to Savage s oon 

altho he hopes that it will not be until next spring. My parents 

will be out here on either the 4th or the 10th. I'm worried about 

their transportation since the railroads are very crow ded during 

the holiday. I heard that 60 Japanese came out here on a s pecial 

coach recently to work at the Hotel Stevens. That's why I a m wri-

ting to the leave officer in Gila to ask them if a special c oach 

will be arranged when my father and mother come out. I do n't want 

them to be forced to sit in the aisle as they are rather old. W e 

h^ve to settle the job plan for my parents before I get married. 

I hope that it will be very soon. 
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"I want to get married and start a family right away. I have 

always wanted a child. I don't know whether we should. wait until 

he comes back or not. Suppose he is gone for five years? T hen I 

will be almost 30 ana it will be too late to have children.  I may 

never see him again if he goes overseas. On the other hand , if I 

have a child right away, T a k may be sent overseas and never come 

back. Then it will be pretty hard for me. We just can't de cide 

when to set the marriage date until my parents get out he re. 

"If Tak is sent to Savage, I will probably follow him out t o 

St. Paul. Tak thinks that I will be happier out there as he knows 

many friends in that area. I feel that I should follow him  but at 

the same time I am rather concerned about my folks. It seems that 

just as soon as they get out here, I will be deserting them.  I.'y 

mother does not speak amy English. It is a handicap for isse i to 

be out here. Maybe it will be better if my parents go into a home 

to do domestic work. They don't even know how to ride a stree t car. 

If I went off to St. Paul right away I will be so worried abou t 

them. Maybe we will be married in February. If I can get settled 

out in St. Paul, perhaps I can send for my folks to come a nd join 

me, if they want to. Later on I want them to move out to Den ver. 

Then I can rejoin my parents if Tak gets sent overseas. 

"I have talked over the matter of having a child with Tak al-

ready and he feels the same way I do. However, he doesn' t think 

that it is necessary to start the family immediately. He d ecided 

that we could start having a family when I was 26 and by th at time 

the war may be over. I plan to have 4 children and space th em 2 

years apart, but I don't know if I can do that as Tak may be sent 

overseas for as long as four years and then I will be t oo old to 
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have ohildren. It would be too hard on me to have any child ren 

after that because I am not physically strong. Maybe I won Tt even 

be able to have more than one child. 

We don't have any definite plans for after the war. Tak has 

lost his store on ^rant ^ve. in ¿an Francisco so that he d oes not 

have anything to go back to. I push the question about t hefuture 

to him once and he got very angry. He said that he could not plan 

anything because he did not even know if he would ever  come back. 

I think that he can be an accountant after the war as he is a U.C. 

graduate. He is 30 now and he has a pretty good business head. I 

think that he plans to start some sort of an importing orie ntal 

store as he has had experience in this line. Of course, it will 

depend upon the outcome of the war. I don't think that Ta k wants 

to go back to the coast at all. He went out to Salt Lake Cit y once 

on a furlough and he favors that city. He said that he wou ld like 

to settle out there because it would be a good place to ra ise the 

children. He feels that the environment out there is go od for that. 

"I'm on the brink of a new life right now. I just can't pl an 

a thing beyond that because there is no guarantee that it will be 

fulfilled. A few we-ks ago I thought that I would get mar ried in a 

wedding gown at i f 'ort Custer and then go live in Battle Greek, Mich-

igan, but now that is all blown up, because the Army is g oing to 

send Tak to Gamp S av, ge, pretty soon. I hope that it will not he 

before spring. I've worried about many things out here an d I sup-

pose that after my marriage there will still be many new things 

developed which I will have to worry over. 

"Until I was sure that my parents were going to be rele ased by 

the Immigration department, my great worry was over los ing Lucy. 
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I didn't think that I would be able to pay for the rent co st if 

Lucy left and my parents were held up by the Immigration Depart-

ment. I worried so much about this that it almost made me ill. 

Fortunately, it is all settled now for the time being. Now my 

great concern is about the possible job opportunities for  my par-

ents. I worry about money b«-cause I wouldn't be able t o support 

them if they did not get a job. Our family doesn't have any fi -

nancial reserve at all since what little we have was spen t during 

the period in camp. My parents are coming here in the dea d of 

winter and they don't have sufficient winter clothing. In Cali-

fornia we didn't need such heavy clothes. This will be a terrible 

expense on me and 1 don't know how 1 will manage it yet. I t 

would be simpler if my parents came out in the spring bu t then, we 

would still have the problem of my brother's schooling. I 'm wor-

ried about how my parents will be able to make the trip also. I 

certainly hope that they will not have to stand in the aisl es. I 

wrote a letter to camp to ask the leave officer if they co uld 

arrange for a special coach but I don't know if there are eno ugh 

Japanese coming out of camp right now. 

"I also have another new problem which I did not anticip ate 

so quickly. Tak will be going away to Camp Savage soon and I  will 

have to desert my parents. I still am in a mental debate abou t 

the whole thing but I am afraid that it will cause frict ion if I 

side with ity parents since my first loyalty will be to my h usband 

after I am married. I can think of all kinds of things wh ich 

bother me about my coming marriage and the closer it comes, th e 

mor- : j worried I get. There is a big worry of having children or 

not. I want to have children right away but it nay not be pr acti-
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oal. I worry most when I have nothing to do at the office. I just 

sit at my desk and all of the, e things come into my mind.  Usually 

when I am home, I don't have time to worry because I have s o many 

things to do. Sometimes late at night I start to think  of these 

things end then I can't sleep. I know that it is hopeless to w orry 

about them and that it won't solve anything, but I can't h elp it. 

I think that I am struggling with myself on so many proble ms. The 

biggest one is that I do want to have a child of my own . But, my 

practical mind tells me that maybe this won't be so good . If Tak 

did not come back from overseas, I would get stuck and i t would be 

a hard struggle with a child. I don't think that I would ge t ano-

ther chance at marriage and I probably would lead a very lonesome 

life. I suppose I am a pessimist for thinking of such a p ossibi-

lity, but you know how your mind runs along when you are worr ied. 

It's all the cause of this war and you just can't plan int o the 

future at all. 

"I am not politically minded at all. I don't think I know 

very well what the war is all about. The newspapers don't t ell 

you everything and it is too one-sided. I don't have the i nterest 

to dig deeper by reading books and magazines. I know I shoul d be 

more concerned about it, but I have more immediate prob lems that 

are important to me. To tell the truth, I wish that no one country 

./ould win the war. I wouldn't want to see America» beat J apan 

exactly and I certainly wouldn't want Japan to beat Ame rica. I 

wish that in some way they could have a friendly peace trea ty and 

everything be fixed so that things would be like before the war. 

I hope that the war ends soon, but it doesn't look that way. B oth 

sides are out to do or die and I should be all out for Ameri ca. 
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There won't be v ry many compromises in the war the way thi ngs are 

going right now. I think that it is going to turn out to be  a 

race war and that will be bad on us. I don't think of my cit izen-

ship anymore or I don't even think much of democracy. It i sn't 

that I have rejected them, but I have had actual experien ce show-

ing that sometimes in a pinch it doesn't mean much. I jus t feel 

that I am lucky as I am right now as we could be persecuted  much 

more if the public temper turned against us. On the whole , the 

American people are broad-minded and they try to live up to  the 

principles of democracy. But this is not entirely possib le during 

war times. I'm just grateful that I am able to go along a nd make 

a living without any harm being done to me. This is my way of 

being loyal. 

"At the same time, I do have some conflicts at times whe n the 

thing hits me directly. At those times, I have the pull  between 

the two flags. For example, my employer told me yesterd ay that he 

had a marine friend who just came back from the South Paci fic var. 

This marine had been wounded in a bayonet fight with a Jap so ldier. 

He killed the soldier and took a diary written in Japanes e off the 

body. This marine brought the diary back with him and he told my 

employer about it. My employer ?/ants  Fie to translate it. I hesi-

tated very much because what is there is some vital mil itary in-

formation which would hurt Japan in that diary. I wouldn 't want 

to be the one to let it out. I know that I should not think th is 

way if I were a true American, but there are these pulls whi ch tug 

at me eien now. I can't hate all of the Japanese or the Japan ese 

customs because I have had some taste of it and I don't th ink that 

it is as bad as the newspapers make out. All of the Japanese in 
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Japan could not be that treacherous. I don't think that I w ill be 

able to translate the diary anyway because I don't know Japanese 

t lat well. I heard that a lot of the nisei are working on the radio 

stations and teaching Japanese to the Army and Navy. I don 't 

think that I would like to do that because I would get a f unny 

feeling. I wouldn't ever be able to go to Japan, even for a visit 

because the Japanese would thing that I had betrayed th em. I don't 

owe Japan anything but there are certain parts of its cu lture 

which are indrained in me and I can't dismiss them just lik e that, 

especially when my parents are from the old country. I don Tt think 

I would ever do anything that would harm this country ei ther, I 

just want to be neutral. However, I am marrying Tak and h e is 

fighting for America so I have to make my choice and sinc e my 

future personal life depends upon it, and since I intend to l ive in 

this country always, I will have to come out for America a nd not 

waver. A lot of us nisei are in this position. If there wer e not 

so much prejudice and discrimination, then it would be an easy 

matter to make our decision. But a lot of the nisei don't kno w how 

things are going to turn out and some of them may even be ki cked 

out of this country even though they feel that they belo ng here. 

It's not very safe to express opinions these days becaus e the pub-

lic attitude is all against the Japanese. The best thing  is to go 

along and hope for the best. 

"As for the Japanese here, it is to be expected that we w ill 

have our little communities again. I don't think that the y will 

ever be able to disperse us all out. It isn't that we don Tt want 

to assimilate; they won't allow us to. W e would always stand out 

with our oriental faces and race discrimination wilxnot go away 
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from this country for a long, long time. I think that the nisei 

who have more western features are accepted, more by the -«•mericans 

and they like you better. That's why I'm kind of glad that my 

features are a little occidental. If you look like a typic al Japa-

nese, you will get treated rougher. The trouble is that th ere are 

so many nisei out here that look like the regular Japs even though 

they think like Americans. The Americans judge them from their 

looks and they don't give them much of a chance to explain their 

position. I know that this is true because some of the off ice 

girls have said it to me. I don't think that this feeling wil l go 

away for many years yet. The hakujin don't want inter-ma rriage 

and the Japanese don't either, ¿'or social seasons, it c an't be 

helped if the nisei all come together. I don't see anythin g wrong 

in this. Even the Chinese ¿tick to their own culture out here and 

people think that the Chinato?/n is picturesque. In Chic ago, we 

have Negro, Polish, Jewish, and other racial neighborho od. My boss 

told me that Chicago was composed of many racial neighborh oods and 

each are tolerant of the other. The Americans out here ar e broad-

minded and they don't condemn it. I think that they will re act 

more strongly if these racial groups tried to spread out. ! 7hat 

chance to the nisei have to be permanently spread out when  the 

public attitude is like thifc? -e just can't expect the nis ei to 

make the break just like that. That's why I believe a Japanes e 

community is bound to start up here. It will be mostly ni sei so 

that it will be a very Americanized community. I don't thi nk that 

there will be any danger of subversive work among the nis ei since 

most of them have decided for this country. It would be more 

practical for social reasons for them to get together in g roups. 
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7, Personally, I don't like to see large gatherings of Japan ese 

out here but I don't like to see a war either. Both of them a re 

inevitable. In my personal life, I don't care for much n isei 

social activities at all. That's why I have been stayi ig away from 

them. I don't encourage my former nisei friends to come a nd visit 

me and I don't go out of my way to see them. I don't miss t hem at 

all and Tak feels the same way. He doesn't think that th e group of 

nisei out here are such a good type anyway. He said to me jokingly 

one day that all of these real American nisei are inthe  Army now. 

Maybe that is true and the rest of the fellows out here te nd to be 

more sensitive and a little conservative like me. We ar e not so 

sure of ourselves. I think that I'd rather be as incon spicuous as 

possible out here and I don't care to associate with the other 

nisei. It is not that I dislike them, because I know tha t we have 

a lot in common. I only want a few of my close nisei friends 

around right now. I don't hage the time to be cultivat ing any more 

than that. Most of my leisure time is spent with my fi ance anyway. 

"My life during the rest of the week when T a k is not in town 

is very routine. I get up about 7 o'clock in the morning a nd eat 

breakfast and I am off to work by 8 o'clock. I just have to gulp 

some coffee and run out because it takes me quite a while to  get 

dressed. I have to make breakfast for my little brother t oo. I 

work from 9 to 5:30 with one hour off for lunch. We just e at in 

the rest room and gossip or we may glance through the paper s during 

the noon.period. I don't get home until after 6 o'clock so t hat 

Mary and Lucy starts the cooking. I always read Tak's dai ly letter 

to me before I eat. W e usually have dinner around 7 o'clock. 

After that I clean up the dishes and that takes until ab out 8:30. 
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Sometimes the girls and I waste a couple of hours talking  in the 

kitchen about our plans or the day's activities. Every evening I 

write a letter to Tak and that takes me one hour. After tha t I 

make the lunches for the four of us for the next day. By t hat time 

it is 11 o'clock and I am so tired that I go to bed. This is my 

routine for five days of the week. Occasionally a few of m y 

friends drop in but I don't encourage them too much. I'm g lad that 

Lucy and Mary don't entertain so much either. Some of t he nisei 

girls out here have visitors over to their apartment  every night. 

I don't see how they get things done. I'm so busy myself that my 

laundry accumulates for a month, and I have to wash it in de spera-

tion in order to have something to wear. Ky week-ends  are usually 

taken up with T a k. W e don't do very much. Sometimes we go out for 

dinner. We rarely go to the movies as Tak sees the latest  ones at 
/ 

Sort Custer. I don't think I've been to a movie for weeks a nd 

weeks. I wouldn't have time for it anyway. Tak and I ju st sit in 

the front room and talk or else make some plans for the futu re but 

we don't get any piece by doing this because there are so many un-

answerable problems. Sundays are spent in the same way. We  usually 

have big dinners over the week-end and that takes extra tim e. This 

is getting a little monotonous but we will be getting ma rried 

pretty soon so I am not complaining. life is pretty routi ne and 

sometimes I get a compl&cent attitude but some shock or  worry usu-

ally comes up and brings me to my senses. I think the futur e looks 

a little brighter for me now. Tak and I were together ove r the 

Xmas week-end and we were both very optimistic about the  coming 

year. Tak was able to get some extra gas coupons so that he bor-

rowed a friend's car and we drove out all the way to V/iscons in. I 
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enjoyed the trip very much as it was soothing to see the fresh 

countryside. For instant it reminded me of California b ut I quick^ 7" 

came back to reality. My whole future revolves around Tak now so 

I can't plan very much in detail for it. Tak's future revo lves 

around the Arry plans and nobody can control that. All I  can do is 

expect that 1944 will be a happy year for me although ther e will 

probably be sad events too. It's just life. 

"I hope that I will be able to adjust myself to being an 

Army wife. Sometimes it is a pitiful thing because the wive s have 

to be on the move all the time. There were a couple of nise i wives 

whose husband were stationed at Custer and these wives wer e ex-

pecting a child soon. But all of a sudden their husbands w ere told 

that they v/ould be transferred out to another Army camp in January. 

Now the wives have no place to go since their perents are in camp 

and they will probably have to have their babies without their 

husbands around to comfort them. I'm just hoping that Tak will not 

be sent to Savage until spring because I could be able to get my 

parents settled by that time. Tak seems to like the Ar my all 

right. He got mad once when I asked him how he could get an ho nor-

able discharge. He feels that there is a job that has to be done 

and he can't plan until it is completely over. He would like to 

return to civilian life soon so that we can start out tog ether 

while we are still young and healthy. It is not much of a m arried 

life' to be together only on week-ends. However, in times  like 

this I can't expect too much. All I hope is that next year will be 

a happy one for me. It looks like most of my wishes- in th is res-

pect will come true." 



Add to CH-23 
Mar. 1, 1944 

"The wedding of Ikuko Maruyama and Sgt. Shug Madokoro was 

solemnized(Feb. 20) by Dr. William Loos of the Chicago F ederation 

in the chapel of the Fine x*rts building here. The bride was 

attended by Hiss -iary Hanamoto and the groom was attende d by 

Cpl. Gungi Asahina. 

"The bride is from the Gila center and is formerly of  i anta 

I .'aria,  Calif. The groom, who has been in the army two and one-

lalf years, is stationed at Fort Custer, Michigan, and is iron 

Alameda, Calif. She has been recently employed as an off ice 

clerk in Chicago. Eer parents are livinr in Barrington, I II. At 

Gila she worked in the hospital and later, for the fiscal d e-

partment." --Pacific Citizen, Feb. 26, 1944 


