
Evac uat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy , 
J une 3, 1943. DST . 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew Nov. 8, 1945 I nt er v i ewer  Char l es E i k uc h i  

1. 
4 . 
5. 

Pr esent  addr ess 
L at er  addr es s es 

- rr̂  
65 

2. S e x , ( g ) F 3. Mar r i ed s t at .M<g)D W 0 
"Map l e ( Hap l e Ll ano r  ) 

Dat e 

6. B i r t hp l ac e Seat t l e f  V.ash. 7 . Bi r t hdat e 
Al i en or  c i t i zen 

U K 
! m 9. Ni s e i , K i bei  or  I s s e i  

7 , 1 " 1 r. 

10. Addr esses bet ween De c . l , 1941 and evac uat i on 
( a) Seat t l e Dat e 

(c ) 

(d) 
(e) ~ 

11. Assembl y Cent er  P uy al l up 

J L _L 

a l l  l i f e 

12. Rel oc at i on Cent er  Mi ni  CtOKcl  

Dat e 
h 

Dat e 
ii  

13. Addr es s es bet ween t i me of  l eav i ng Rel oc at i on Cent er  and pr es ent  
( a) 
(b) 
( c ) 

V i  ¿1. 
65 M mI s . 

Dat e 
u I M « . 

..sag n~r  

14. Per sons l i v i ng i n hous eho l d on De c . l , 1941 
uai  i i  
I t  sue 
Dai s ho 

(a) 
(b) 
( c) 

(d) J a i k i  
( e ) f i l i ni  
( f ) Mi  .70 

(g) 
( h ) 
( i ) 
( 3 ) 
(k ) 
( 1) 
(m) 

Rel at i o ns h i p t o Re-
s et t l er  f a t her  

mot  Iii7i-
f r r nt f t f i r . 

a 
, s i s t er . 

\ 2L 
Dai suke "brot  ]if  

15. Per sons l i v i n g i n hous eho l d on ev ac . day 
( I f  same as 14, ent er  s y mb o l , e . g . 14( a ) . ) 

(a ) 
(b) 

(c) Z Z Z Z I Z Z Z Z I Z Z I I Z Z I Z I _ _  ̂
(d) t i z z i i z i z z i  z : 
( e) ' 

( f ) Mi vo went  t o n'i i  o.p 
(g) 
(h) 
( i ) ( j ) 

Rel at i o ns h i p t o Re-
s et t l er  

�g i'iVuiuUu t i o n 
u.i q l a t er  t o 



15. 

(a 
(b 
(c 
(d 
(e 

( f  
(g 

(h 
( i  

P (k 
(1 
(m 

16 

cont  
Age 

) 6 5 

i nued 
Sex M. S . Bi r t hp l ac e 

Gr ade compi . 
Amer  .s c hoo l  

E duc . i n 
J apan 

Occupa-
t i on Dec 
1 , 1 9 4 1 

. R e l i g . 
A f f l i . 

cont  
Age 

) 6 5 
1 Jf  f i r  ..� - B e s t . O r  . Ç o n , 

) 5 5 F M J a n a n 8 t i l  R e s t . tt  

) 2 8 
T t r  S e a t t l e 1 5 t h I I . 1 7 . Vft iQft  , � . n o n e , . 

) 2 7 11 tt  1 Av.h ' ' o i f o - p i i o n e . 

) 2 4 F 
ç-O tt  1 2 t h ¡ / a i t  r e s s Q f i o e . 

) 2 3 M 
r  t  1 ? . t h tt  ft  

) 2 1 M ç ft  1 2 t h R p q f  � ¿Uf t ! * . N o n f t  

wer e not  i nc l uded i n hous eho l d gr oup i n 15, bec aus e of  d i f f er -
ent  r es i denc e or  bec aus e dec eas ed, gi ve det a i l s r egar di ng t hem) 

Name 
Rel at i o ns h i p 
t o r es et t l er  

( a) 
(b) 
( c) 

(d) 
(e) 
( f ) 
16, 

( a) 
(b) 
( c ) 
(d) 
(e) 
( f ) 
17. 

Res i denc e 
( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e "d e c . " 

Age 
( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h 

Sex Mar . 
St a t . 

c ont i nued -

Bi r t hp l ac e 
Gr ade compi . 
Amer .s c hoo l  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
De c . 1, 1941 

( f o r  dec . l as t  
oc c upat i on) 

Rel i g i o n 

What  member s oi  nousenoxa ana l i maeui c û X<XUU.J .J  ^a ^u . v u , 
get her  t o Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (gi ve symbol s used 
i n 15 and 16) . -

15 

18. Compos i t i on of  hous eho l d i n Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (Gi ve 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16,-  i f  o t her s , gi ve s ex , age, r e l a t i o ns h i p ) 
Upon a r r i v a l : _____ �.�__ 

� r i s � ~ ~ 
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18. cont i nued -
J ust  bef o r e depar t ur e t o Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone 

19. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Rel ocat i on Pr o j ec t  (Gi ve symbol s ; 
i f  o t her s , gi ve s ex, age, r e l a t i o ns h i p ) . 
Upon ar r i v a l : 

15 

Dai suke went  i n advanc e. "L i v ed separ at el y 
J ust  bef o r e l eav i ng P r o j ec t : 

jfcùaltó,. j/alirfÛ g iUi 'v i \ i  

20. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Chi cago at  dat e of  i nt er v i ew: 
(Gi ve symbol s ; i f  o t her s , gi ve det a i l s ) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c ) 
(d) 
(e) 
( f ) 

20. 

Name 
Rel at i o ns h i p 
t o r es et t l er  

Res i dence 
( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "d ec . " 

Age 
( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h Sex 

Mar . 
St at . 

L i v ed wi t h 3 ( 

cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ac e 
Gr ade compl et ed 
Amer i can school  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec . 1, 1941 
( f o r  do c . l as t  
occupât  i on) Rel i gi on 

(a)" 
(b)' 
(c)" 
(d)' 
(e) ' 
( f ) ' 

21. 
by symbol  and dat es . Gi ve det ai l s f or  new househol ds or  ent r i es 

Rel at i on-  Res i denc e Ago 

Dat e Name 
shi p t o 
r o s et t l er  

( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "d ec . " 

( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h) Sex 

Mar . 
St a t . 

( aT 
(b)" 
(c ) ' 
(d)" 
(o)" 
(f )" 



Educ . 
i n J apan 

Gr ade compi  
Amer .s c hoo l  

Gr ade compl et ed 

name and l o c at i o n) Dat es 

At t endanc e at  J apanese l anguage 
s c hoo l , l o c at i on Dat es 

1000 s t udent s ; r un by J apanese communi t y wi t h do nat i o ns 

Gr ammar  school s (name and l o c at i o n) 

t i e ¿r oauv/a ea ni  
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21. c ont i nued -

Rel at i on-  Res i denc e 
s h i p t o ( i f  dec eas ed 

Dat e Name r es et t l er  wr i t e "dec 

Mar . 

( a) 
( t >r 

(c)" 
(d)-
(eV 
( f ) ' 
(g)' 
(h) 
( i ) 
<J )' 

(k ) 
( 1) 
(m) 

22. 

Occupat i on 
Dec . 1, 1941 
( f o r  dec . l as t  
oc c upat i on) Rel i g i o n 

Educ at i o nal  h i s t o r y of  r es et t l e r  
El ement ar y school s (name and l o c at i o n) Dat es j  Gr ade compl et ed 

Co l l eges , un i v er s i t i es and v oc at i onal  
s choo l s (name and l o c at i o n) 
U. oi ' './u î .i ,i :i  '.o f̂  -  wu t l L � 

Dat es 
Gr ade 
compl et ed I  Degr ee 

Gr ade compl et ed 
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22 Occupat i onal  h i s t o r y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  
unempl oyment  by ent er i ng dat es c ont i nuous l y and wr i t i ng 
"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  such per i o ds . I nc l ude empl oy-
ment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel oc at i on Pr o j ec t  and cont i nue 
wi t h empl oyment  s i nce r es et t l i ng . 

Reason 
�Dat es 

Pr om To 
\ TC * --� y m y-

l ^î i v y ; 
Ai  

i ùH 

.- ¿¿.'- �y 
9/ 42 
m i l  

2Z1L 

Nat ur e of  j ob 

idi. 
[¿LL 

.ûl  
r e Por t e: 

.ìiiii  ,!';t hnn t. 
. p̂o r t f ì r  
J . afro t ot  
o ni c e cl er k 

Type of  i ndus t r y 
t  Q ŝ.tau T n̂ Û 

l Ui l M  ̂m'W 
m >Q.hr  f. i  X 

L ' H  ̂ Pr ep? 

L ocat i on 

� 

Mi n i./ìQlrfì  

Av . mo 
wages 

1 R .. w, 

s ? 
"i  m 

. f o r  t er -
mi nat i on 

P.Ì  

t̂.T.̂ - ,-  1 ob 

Rel i gi ous c 
cent er  and 

Dat es 

connect i ons (begi n wi t h 
Rel oc at i on pr o j ec t  and 
At t ended what  chur ch 

f i r s t , i nc l ude 
s t at us af t er  rc 
Wher e at t ended 

assembl y 
.set t l ement  ) 
What  Sunday s c h. 

rip81 of l i f e i ni  
¡>e ¿i,ti  ;o to chur Q \  , , 

24. P o l i t i c a l  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ec t i ons For  what  par t y 

. 1 2 m to + .m. ; 

J . 

1242 



CH 21. Dai k i  Mi yagawa WRA For m 26 504, 969 

2. Mi n i do k a, 9 / 3 / 42 
3. Puy al l up 4 / 28 / 42 
4. 1721 Bus h P l ac e, Seat t l e , Was h. 
5 . Da i j i  Mi yagawa, J apan 

I t  sue Mi yamot o, J apan 
5a . U . S . cook Abr oad f ar mer  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , P a c i f i c , Sea t t l e , Was h. 1922 t o 1930 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Br oadway , Seat t l e , 1930 t o 1935 
Co l l ege U. of  Was h . , Seat t l e , 1940 t o 1942 

7a . Co l l ege newspaper  
8 . None 
12. 64 118 l bs . 
13. No maj o r  def ec t s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Br o t her  
20. 11/ 7/ 16 
23. Yes 
24. Co l l . 2 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. J our nal i s m 
27a. -  � 
28. 1937 t o 1941 Res t aur ant , 107 Was h. S t . , Cook 's ai d- wai t er  $65 mo. 

Sea t t l e , Washi ngt on 
1935 t o 1935 West er n Gr ower s As s o c . T r uc k i ng $'25 mo. 

Pr oduce Hous e, Seat t l e 
29. Repo r t i ng and ot her  newspaper  wr i t i n g , phonogr aph r ecor d c o l l ec t i ng 

O. P . J o ur nal i s t  

30. Congr egat i onal  

Da i k i ' s f a t h er , Da i j i  Mi yagawa 

2. Mi ni doka 9 / 4 / 42 3. s ame 
4. same 
5. Mi yagawa, Sh i c h i s ak u ( d ec . ) J apan 

Mi yagawa, Ur a . ( dec . ) J apan 
5a . Abr oad f ar mer  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Tozak i  Shogakko , J apan 1887 t o 1892 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Kangaku J uk u, J apan 1892 t o 1894 
7a . Spec i a l i z a t i o n Chi nese c l as s i c at  Kanguku J us h i n 
8. J apan 1881- 1902 
12. 60 |  105 l bs . 
13. No maj or  def ec t  
18. Mar r i ed 
19. F at her  � 
20. 1/10/1881 
23. No 
24. J apan Gr am 5 Kangaku 2 
25. Speak s &ngl i s h 
27. Res t . Mgr . 
27a . 
28. 1925 t o 1942 Se l f , son ( 3/ 42- 4/ 42) P r o pr i et o r , cook and mgr . 

Res t aur ant , Seat t l e 
1923- 1925 Bar t e l l  Dr ug' Di s h washi ng- l unch count er  $20 

Rhodes 10 cent  St or e (Lunch count er - washi ng g l as s es ) 
(par t  t i me) 

1909- 1923 Se l f  Gen. Mer chandi se P r o pr i et o r  & Sal esman Unknown 
Seat t l e 



-  2 -

Da i k i ' s f a t her , Da i j i  Mi y agawa, c ont i nued 

29. None 
50. Congr egat i onal  

Da i k i ' s mot her , I t s ue Mi yagawa 

2. same 
3. same 
4. s ame 
5. Mi yamot o, Euso ( d ec . ) J apan 

Okawa, Sao -  ( dec . ) J apan 
5a . Abr oad f ar mer  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Wai f u Shogakko . J apan, 1895 t o 1903 
7a . -  � 
8. J apan 1889- 1914 
12. 60 115 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Mot her  
20. 12/ 20/ 1889 
23. No 
24. J apan Gr am.8 
25. No Eng l i s h 
27. Cook 
27a.- - -
28. 1942 t o 1942 Mi yagawa, Dai s ho son Cook | 40 mo. 

Res t aur ant , Seat t l e 
1914- 1942 Housewi f e 
29.- - -
30. Congr egat i onal  Chur ch 

Da i k i ' s br o t her , Dai s ho Dyke Mi yagawa 

2. Mi ni doka 8/ 10/ 42 
3. Puy al l up 4 / 28/ 42 
4. same 
5. Da i j i  Mi yagawa J apan 

I t s ue Mi yamot o J apan 
5a . U . S . cook Abr oad f ar mer  
7 . Gr ammar  s c hoo l , P ac i f i c Sc ho o l , 1921 t o 1929 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Br oadway h i gh , 1929 t o 1933 
Co l l ege, Un i v . of  Was hi ngt on, 1936 t o 1941 

7a . Maj or ed i n Eng l i s h 
8 . None 
12. 64 120 l bs . 
13. Os t eomy el i t i s i n l e f t  l eg; l e f t  l eg c r i pp l ed 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Head 
20. 7 / 21/ 15 
23. No 
24. Co l l . 3 
25. Speaks J apanes e 
27. Uni on o f f i c i a l  
27a . Wr i t er  



» 
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Da i k i ' s b r o t her , Dai s ho Dyke Mi yagawa, c ont i nued 

$25 wk . 
$90 mo. 

$300 mo. 

Da i k i ' s s i s t e r , Fumi  Mi yagawa 

2. Mi n i do k a, 9 / 3 / 42 
3. P uy al l up , 4 / 8 / 42 
4 . same 
5. Mi yagawa, Da i j i  J apan 

Mi yamot o, I t s ue J apan 
5a . U . S . r es t aur ant  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Was hi ngt o n, Seat t l e 1924 t o 1933 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Br oadway H i . , Seat t l e 1933 t o 1937 
7a . Maj o r : Ar t  and L at i n 
8. None 
12. 60 |  100 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Si s t er  
20. 11/ 19/ 18 
23. No 
24. Hi gh 4 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. - - -
27a . Typi ng 
28. None 
29. Type 50 w. p . m. : ar t  and needl ewor k 

O. P . I ndef i n i t e 
30. Congr egat i onal  

Da i k i ' s br o t her , Dai suke Mi yagawa 

2. Mi ni doka 9 / 2 / 42 
3. same 
4. same 
5. Da i j i  Mi yagawa J apan 

I t s uy e Mi yamot o J apan 
5a . same 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Was hi ngt o n, Seat t l e , 1928 t o 1935 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Ga r f i e l d , Seat t l e 1935 t o 1939 
Eus i nes s s c ho o l , Wi l s o n ' s Sea t t l e , 1939 t o 1940 

7a . 
8. None 
12. 64i  133 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t s 
18. Si ngl e 
19. Son 

28. 1937 t o 1942 Canner y wor ker s and 
f ar m l abo r er s . 

1941 t o 1942 H. Hi r abay as h i  
Or pheum Ho t e l , Seat t l e 

1939 t o 1941 Nakat  P ac k i ng Co r p. 
Seat t l e , Wn. 

29. Wr i t i ng ; l abor  o r gani z i ng 
30. Congr egat i onal  

Exec ut i v e Boar d 
pr ess agent . 
Ho t el  c l er k 

T i mekeeper  

and 
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Da i k i ' s b r o t her , Dai s uk e Mi yagawa, cont i nued 

20. 8 / 4 / 21 
25. No 
24. H. S . 4 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. Wal t er  
27a.- - -
28. 1939 t o 1942 F a t h er ' s r es t aur ant , Seat t l e Wai t er  nom. 
29. O. P . Re t a i l  c l er k 
30. Congr egat i onal  



Un i v er s i t y of  Ca l i f o r n i a I .i r omasa "i nami  ( p s o ud . ) 
v ac uat i o n and Res et t l ement  . t udy CI  - 21 

Ohi o ago , I l l i n o i s 
Char l es K i k uc hi  
Nov. 17, 194:, 

Hi r omasa Mi nami  i s a s i  v:±e n i s ei  
mal e whose us ua l  ocoup; t i on bef o r e t hn 
wi  r  was a r es t aur ant  wor ker  al t ho he 
Wfas al  so a t t e ndi Qg t he Va v r 111J  of  

as i  rig t o n . Hi r omasa i s a r at  er  i  � 
t e l l i  ent  and s ens i t i v e i nd i v i dua l  and 
qu i t e awar e o f  t he . r o b l ens f ac i ng h i n 
l o r  whi ch he has no ans wer . Hi s 
gr eat es t  pr obl em at  t he pr es ent  t i ne 
i s f i nd i ng somo ooc pat i o n vhi ch . i l l  
enabl e t o ac hi ev e some sor t  of  economi c 
aeour  i t  y f o r  t he f u t ur e. He 1 s 1 tv i m-
wi t h f our  o t her  younger  n i s e i  who r e 
mor e l i k e t  l e usu 1 n i s e i  t hat  i s es-
oj .pi ng t i e pr o bi o s f ao i n ; t h m by 
p l ungi ng i nt o ot her  s uper f  c h 1 c t ' -
v i t i e s . i l i r omasi  i s get t i ng caught  i n 

h i s r o ut i ne. 

The i nt er v i ews cover ed v per i od 
o f  t wo weeks and t  l ey .er e i n t ens i v e 
i n nat ur e. Hi r omasa was v er y e oper a-
t i v e t hr oughout . I n oonc l ud n t he 
f i n a l  i n t er v i ew, Hi r omasa s t at ed , " i t  
makes me t h i nk about  my f ut ur e t o t a l k 

o you c bout  my pas t  l i f e r  i d my pr e-
sent  pr obl ems , but  I  do n ' t  know i f  i t  
wi l l  do any good bee- .use I  r n l y pr o-
c r as t i nat e about  i t  i n s p i t e of  t he 
f ac t  t hat  I  know whi  t  I  shoul d do , w 

Hi r omas a*a s t o r y i s a r  od des c r i p t i o n 
o f  t he f o r c es i n t he f ar mer  J ap;, nose 
communi t y whi ch f r us t r at ed t  ny ni  e i  
o f  h i s t y pe. I l i r omasa t ends t o be a 
l i t t l e c y n i c al  and he i : tot  s ur e t hat  
he i s on t he r oad t o economi c s ec ur i t y 
y e t . s i n iof  t  c a a e e , t  he r e i  a t  h a t  
a i r  whi ch i ndi e- t ea a f ee l i ng o f  i n-
s ec ur i t y t h ' t  i s oo l ong amon * 11 o f  
t he n i s e i  who Ik v been i nt er v i ewed t o 
dat e. 



CH- 21 

Hi r or aasa Mi nami , 27, was bor n on Nov . 7, 191G i n Sea t t l e , 

Was hi ngt o n. He l i v o d t her e a l l  o f  h i s l i f e u n t i l  t he t i ne o f  eva-

c uat i o n . Hi r omasa was evac uat ed t o t he P uy al l up Assembl y Cent er  

on Ap r i l  SO, 1942 and r el oc at ed t o Mi ni doka i n I daho i n ept ember , 

1042. Hi r omasa r es et t l ed t o Chi cago i n Hoy , 194: . He s t ayed at  

t he YMCi» u n t i l  t he end o f  t he mont h and t hen he moved t o h i s pr es ent  

addr es s at  65 T"est  Hap l e. I t  i s a ho t e l , Mapl e Manor , and t her e 

ar e many e f or mer  evac uees l i v i n g i n t hat  hous e. I t  i s l o c at ed on 

t 'i e near  no r t hs i de and t her e i s concent r -  t i o n o f  r es et t l er s i n t hat  

v i c i n i t y . I t  i s a t r ans i el i t  a r ea , but  i t  i s l o c at ed t wo or  t hr ee 

bl oc k s above t he "s k i dr o w" ar ea. Ther e ar e t hr ee J apanese r es t au-

r ant s i n t he i mmedi at e nei ghbo r hood. 

Hi r omasa has t wo s i s t er s and t wo br o t her s . One s i s t e r , Ayak o , 

v o l unt ar i l y evac uat ed t o Chi c ago bef o r e t he gener al  o r der s f o r bi d-

di ng t h i s wer e i mposed, i he has s i nc e gone on t o NewYor k . The 

f ami l y member s ar e as f o l l o ws : 

Hi  r oj euki * Mi nami , f at her  
I l i sae Mi nami , mot her  
Hi r o k azu , br o t her  
Hi r omas a, i nt er v i ewee 
F usako Mi nami , s i s t e r  
Ayako Mi nami |  s i s t e r  
Hi r o t ak a, br o t her  

* T h i s f ami l y has a t r ad i t i o n i n r egar ds t o t he f ami l y name and 
a l l  of  t he mal e member s o f  t he f ami l y have t he same p r e f i x i n t he 
begi nni ng o f  t he f l r r t  name. The o t her  br anc hes o f  t h i s f ami l y has 
a l s o c ar r i ed out  t h i s t r ad i t i o n and i t  i ndi cat or , gr eat  pr i de i n t he 
f ami l y name as wel l  as t he p l ac e o f  o r i g i n . I n t he Amer i can so-
c i et y t her e i s a cust om o f  s ho r t eni ng names so t hat  t he boys o f  t h i s 
f ami l y have had t he same shor t ened par t  o f  t he f i r s t  parne app l i ed t o 
t hem and t he onl y d i s t i n c t i o n was i n addi ng "b i g " or  " l i t t l e " i n 
f r ont  o f  t he name ac c o r di ng t o t he age o f  ,he boys , ¿'or  exampl e, 
t he r ea l  aamen o f  t he mal e member s o f  t h i s f ami l y ar e as i 'o l l ows: 

Da i j i , t he f a t her , r i cans gr eat  eat h ; Dai s ho means gr eat  i n t he 
namo qi  Emper or  T a i s ho ; Da i k i , t  ie i nt er v i ewe©, means gr eat  t r ee; 
and Dai s uk e moans gr eat  dos c endnnt . '¿ho names o f  the boys hi  ve been 
shor t ened t o Bi g and L i t t l e Dyke i n o r der  t o di r t  i n u i s h b t v/oen 
t  i em. When t hey ar e not  t oget her  i n t he sa .o c i t y , t hey ar e J us t  
known as j us t  Dyke among t hei r  n i s e i  f r i en ds . 



The f at her  i s 615 y ear s o l d and he onl y at t ended t he el ement ar y 

schoo l  i n J apan. He was a r es t aur ant  oper at o r  and wor ker  J ust  p r i o r  

t o t he war , Hi r  us ual  r e l i g i o us a f f i l i a t i o n i s Congr egat i onal  

Chr i s t i an but  he has g i v en t hat  up dur i ng t he pas t  15 y ear s because 

o f  h i s p o l i t i c a l  s ent i ment . Mr s . Mi nami  i s 55 and she onl y at t ended 

t he el ement ar y s c hoo l  i n J apan a l s o , ĥe was hel p i ng out  i n her  

hus band ' s r es t aur ant  bef o r e t he war . Or i g i n a l l y she was a Buddh i s t , 

but  she was conver t ed t o t he Congr egat i onal  chur ch and has been a 

devout  Oh r i s t i an s i nc e t hen. Hi r o k azu , t he o l der  br o t her , i s 28. 

He at t ended t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Was hi ngt on t hr ee year s and ho wa ver y 

ac t i v e i n Uni on a f f a i r s among t he J apanes e c anner y wor ker s i n 

¿ eat t i e bef o r e t he war . At  pr es ent  he i s do i ng war  r e l i e f  wor k 

f o r  t he Cl Oi n Washi ng t o n . Hi r omas a, t he i n er v i ev .ee, was j us t  27 

on t he dat e o f  t he f i r s t  i n t er v i ew. He at t ended t he Un i v er s i t y o f  

as h i ngt on f o r  t wo y ear s and h i s us ua l  oc c upat i on was a wai t er  i n 

h i s f a t h e r ' s r es t aur ant « Bot h he and h i s br o t her  ar e r at her  c y ni c al  

about  r e l i g i o n . F usako i s 24 and Ayako i s 25. Bot h gr aduat ed f r om 

h i gh schoo l  and t hey wer e bot h empl oyed i n t he i r  f a t h e r ' s r es t aur ant . 

They ar e Co ngr egat i o nal  Ch r i s t i ans . The younges t  br o t her , Hi r o t ak a, 

i s 21. He was wor k i ng i n h i s f a t h e r ' s r es t aur ant  a l s o . The t hr ee 

younges t  i n t h i s f ami l y di d not  at t end s c hoo l  beyond t he h i gh schoo l  

l ev e l . Hi r omasa and a younger  s i s t e r  and br o t her  ar e a l l  r e-

s et t l ed i n Chi c ago at  t he pr es ent  t i me, but  t hey do not  l i v e t o-

get her . The par ent s ar e s t i l l  i n t he r el o c at i o n c ent er  at  r i n i do k a . 

Ther e i s no i mmedi at e p l ans f o r  r es et t l i ng t hem. 

Hi r omasa i s l i v i n g wi t h f our  ot her  n i s e i  i n an apar t ment  whi ch 

c o ns i s t s o f  a bedr oom, a l ar ge l i v i ng r oom, a smal l  k i t c hen and a 

pr i v at e bat hr oom. They pay a t o t  1 o f  00 a mont h f o r  r en t . Hi r o -

as a r es et t l ed wi t h t wo o f  t he f el l o ws and he knew t he ot her  t wo 



f r om h i s camp exper i enc e al t ho t hey o r i g i n a l l y oame f r om d i f f e r en t  

c i t i e s . F u l l e r  det a i l s of  h i s r oo l - mat  s wi l l  f o l l o w i n I l i r omasa's 

own s t o r y , I l i r onaso i s t he o l des t  f e l l o w i n h i s pr es ent  gr oup and 

he aot s as a so t  o f  l eader  f o r  t hem. He i s much mor e i n t e l l i gen t  

and mat ur ed t han h i s r oom- mat es. 

I l i r omasa at t ended t he Bai l o y Gat zer s and P ac i f i c el enent c r y 

s c i o o l s i n Seat t l e f r om 1922 t o 1930. He t hen went  t o Pr oadway 

h i gh s choo l  i n t he same c i t y f r om 1930 t o 1935. $ F or  t henext  f i v e 

y ear s Hi r omosa wor ked i n h i s f a t h e r ' s r e; t aur ant , and t h i s ph se o f  

h i s l i f e has had a gr eat  dea l  t o h i s f ee l i ngs o f  pr es ent  f r us t r a-

t i o n and a l s o t o h i s p o l i t i c a l  t h i nk i ng . The r es t aur ant  was l o c at ed 

i n a s k i dr ou d i s t r i c t  out s i de o f  t he J apanes e s ec t i on i n Seat t l e , 

The f ami l y appar ent l y had a har d t  me i n ear n i ng i t s l i v e l i ho o d 

t hr oughout  t he y ear s and t h i s f ac t  c r eat ed sane sor t  of  a f ami l y 

s o l i da r i t y , al t ho f r om Hi r o mas a' s s t o r y , t her e was a l s o a gr eat  deal  

o f  r es ent ment . The o l des t  Br o t her , Hi r o k az u , was i n a mor e f avor -

abl e po s i t i o n and not  c al l ed upon t o per f or m t he us ual  f unc t i o ns o f  

t he o l des t  son i n a J apanese f ami l y beoause o f  r ec ur r ent  ai l ment s 

a r i s i n g eut  o f  a bone i n f ec t i o n ( o s t eo ny l i t i s ) whi c h he ha.l  as a 

young c h i l d . However , he i s s t i l l  i nc l uded i n t he f ami l y p l an a l t ho 

t he maj or  bur den appar ent l y i s p l ac ed upon Hi r o mas a's s ho ul der s . 

I n 1940 I l i r omasa was f i n a l l y abl e t o s t ar t  t he Un i v er s i t y o f  ash-

i ng t on due t o t he f ac t  t hat  h i s younges t  br o t her  had no i nc l i na t i o n 

f o r  h i gher  eduoa Son and t he f at her  t her ef o r e put  hi m i n t he r es t au-

r ant  and r el eas ed HI r omasa« However , I l i r omasa wor ked i n t he r es t au-

r ant  dur i ng eveni ngs and t h i s cont i nued t o r es t r i c t  h i s f r oe t i me. 

I l i r omasa at t ended t he Kokugo Gakko i n : eat t l e froj fr  1922 t o 1930, 

I t  was at t ended by 1000 n i s e i  pup i l s and t he l anguage schoo l  was 

oper at ed by t he J apanese co i muni t y f r om donat i ons foi ven by t he mor e 
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pr oni nent  J apanes e bus i nes s f i r ms as wel l  as x'rom t he i nd i v i dua l  

J apanes e f ami l i es . 

Hi r omasa s t ar t ed t o f i r s t  wor k i n h i s f a t h e r ' s r es t aur ant  at  

t he age o f  15 and he c ont i nued t h i s t hr uout  h i s s choo l  c ar eer . The 

ev ac uat i on i nt er r upt ed t h i s wor k f o r  whi c h Hi r omasa was gr eat l y 

r e l i ev ed . I n t he assembl y c ent er  Hi r omasa wor ked as a c l er k i n t he 

Base ho s p i t a l  and t hen he wor ked as a r epo r t er  on t he c ent er  news-

paper  u n t i l  he was r el oc at ed t o Mi n i do k a. I n Mi ni doka he wor ke : as 

a r epo t e r  on t he paper  f o r  a mont h and t hen went  t o t he s u âr  beet  

f i e l ds i n I daho f o r  t wo mont hs , He made a gr os s s a l ar y o f  .,.5 a 

day f o r  t h i s wor k . TJ pon - ©t ur ni ng t o Mi ni dok a Hi r omasa agai n wor ked 

as a r epo r t er  on t he newspaper  u n t i l  h i s r eset t l ement  i n Fny o f  t h i s 

ye? r . He came out  on a J ob as a l abo r er  f o r  t he Cuni o P r es s i n 

Chi c a ;o and he d i d t h i s wor k un t i l ' Sep t ember , 1P4: . He r ec ei v ed a 

s al ar y bet ween i .35 and ¡ 45 a week , dependi ng upon t he s h i f t  he was 

on. He qu i t  t h i s j ob f o r  what  he c o ns i der s a bet t er  j ob a l t ho h i s 

pr esent  s al ar y i s onl y 100 a mont h. However , i t  i s a whi t e c l i a r  

po s i t i o n as an o f f i c e c l er k f o r  t he r wi n " asey Co. and Hi r omasa 

f ee l s t hat  he wi l l  r ec ei v e v al uabl e t r a i n i ng as an adv er t i s i ng copy 

wr i t er  i f  he s t ays i n t h i s f i r m. He has t empor ar i l y dec i ded t o 

f o l l o w t h i s l i n e o f  wor k , even t ho he c o ns i der s t h i s a p a r i s i t l c 

bus i nes s . 

Hi r omasa at t ended t he Congr egat i onal  chur ch as a y out h , but  he 

has not  at t ended chur ch at  a l l  s i nc e gr aduat i ng f r om h i gh s c hoo l . 

He f ee l s t hat  h i s f a i t h was l o s t  when he r aw a l l  o f  t he "economi -

c al l y depr i v ed" and unempl oyed men al o ng sk i dr ow who used t o come 

t o h i s f a t her »s r es t aur ant  t o es t . T h i s r es u l t ed i n a keen po l i t i -

cal  c o ns c i o us nes s , whi ch was a l s o i nf l uenc ed by h i s b r o t her ' s 

ac t i v i t i es i n t he Uni on and among t he YCL peo p l e. Hi r omasa has 
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vot ed i n t he 1938 r t at e e l ec t i o ns on t he Democr at i c t i c k et , and i n 

1940 f o r  t he Democr at i c t i c k et  i n t he P r es i den t i a l  e l ec t i o n . He di d 

no t e vot e i n t he 1942 e l ec t i o n as he was i n t he assembl y c nf cer at  

t ' i i s t i me. However , F i r omasa cont i nue.' t o be k eenl y awar e of  po l i -

t i c a l  i s s ues and he has a much gr eat er  k owl edge o f  t h i s c o unt r y ' s 

f o r e i gn a f f a i r s t han t he us ua l  n i s e i . ! e i s i nc l i ned t o be mor e 

sympat het i c t o t he "p eo p l e ' s " under gr ound movement  and ho does not  

be l i ev e t hat  Engl and or  t ho TJ .£ . i s s uppor t i ng t he r eal  democr at i c 

f o r c es i n t he oc c upi ed c o unt r i es . Th i s c y ni c i s m i s not  c l o s c l y r e-

l at ed t o t he f  c t  t hat  he i s o f  a mi no r i t y gr oup, al t ho t ho wr i t er  

s us pec t s t hat  t h i s f ac t o r  caused hi m t o t ur n i n t hat  d i r ec t i o n 

o r i  i n a l l y . Hi r omasa does not  f ee l  b i t t e r  about  t he ev ac uat i on i n 

t he sense t hat  i t  was a per s ec ut i o n o f  a mi no r i t y gr oup, but  he i s 

r es ent f u l  o f  t he f  ct  t hat  F as c i s t  gr oups wi t h i n t h i s count r y have 

ac hi eved such a s t r ong po s i t i o n wi t h i n our  democ r at i c f r amewor k of  

gover nment . He el abo r at ed at  some l engt h on t hese v i ews , hi  eh wi l l  

be r ecor ded i n t he r o l l owi ng pages . 

Hi r omasa i s about  5 f t . 6 i n hei ght  and r at her  s l ender  i n 

appear anc e. He does not  smi l e t oo f r ee l y . Hi r omasa has t he ab i l i t y 

t o t a l k eas i l y and at  gr eat  l engt h and he was most  c ooper at i ve 

t hr uout  t he i n t er v i ews . Hi s pr es ent  gr oup c o ns i s t s c ompl et el y of  

n i s e i  f r i ends h i ps wh i c h wer e made i n camp-  or  i n : eat t l o bef o r e t he 

ev ac uat i o n . He i  not  happy wi t h h i s pr es ent  s t at us but  he does 

not  see how i t  oan be ovor cone. He f ee l s t hat  he i s not  r eady t o 

t ac k l e h i s r ea l  pr obl ems yet  because t he c ondi t i on; ar e not  f avor -

ab l e f o r  t h i s . However , he s t at ed t hat  t h i s p r o c r as t i nat i o n was not  

en t i r e l y h i s f au l t , because o f  t he war  s i t uat i o n . Hi r omasa i s 

p r i mar i l y i nt er es t ed i n achi ev i ng some degr ee of  economi c s t a b i l i t y . 

Th i s at t i t ude was i n ex i s t enc e even bef o r e t he ev ac uat i o n s i nc e h i s 
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wor k i n t he r es t aur ant  was not  compl et el y c at i s f ac t o r y t o hi m. He 

was ver y c ons c i ous o f  t he f ac t  t hat  t he n i s e i  had de f i n i t e l i mi t a-

t i ons i n economi c adj us t ment s . Ho f o e l s now t hat  t he o ppo r t un i t i es 

ar e Gr eat er , but  t her e s t i l l  ar e 1a ny o bs t ac l es Bef or e compl et e 

economi c adj us t ment s c an be made. Hi r omasa r at her  doubt s t hat  t h i s 

wi l l  be accompl i shed dur i ng h i s l i f e t i me, a l t ho he f ee l s t hat  he 

per s o nal l y may be abl e t o make a f a i r  degr ee of  economi c succe s i f  

he c ont i nues t o have h i s pr es ent  ambi t i o n, Hi r omasn f e l t  t hat  he 

had a sens® of  o b l i gat i o n and r es p o ns i b i l i t y t owar ds h i s f ami l y and 

t hat  i s t he r eas on why he c ont i nued t o wor k i n h i s f a t h e r ' s r es t au-

r ant . He d i f f er ed© qui t e v i o l en t l y i n p o l i t i c a l  v i ewpo i nt s wi t h 

h i s f a t her  but  t h i s never  caused a compl et e o l eeav age wi t h t he 

f ami l y . However , t her e ar e many i nd i c at i o ns t h; t  he r es ent ed h i s 

f a t her  gr eat l y f o r  t h i s , ac c o r di ng t o some of  t he s t at ement s he 

makes . 

" i t h t h i s gener  1 i n t r o duc t i o n , t he wr i t er  wi l l  r ecor d Hi r o -

masa f s own s t o r y wi t ho ut  at t empt i ng any f u r t her  an a l y s i s ; 

" I  do n ' t  much cbout  my p a r en t ' s backgr ound bec aus e I  never  pai d 

any at t ent i o n t o I t . I  was i n f l uenc ed mor e by t he Amer i c an way o f  

j udgi ng a per son by what  he i s and not  by h i s anc es t o r s . T do n ' t  

t h"n!c t hat  t her e was anyt hi  -  p ar t i c u l a r l y s pec i a l  a*>out  my f ami l y ' s 

B; ckgr ound t o be pr oud abo ut . My f a t her  came f r om t he Kumamot o K en . 

A l o t  ox t he J apanese came f r om t hat  pr ov i nc e bec aus e t hey wer e 

h t v i ng a t ough t i me i n f ar mi ng ov er  t her e and t hey t hought  t hat  t hey 

c oul d make a bet t er  go o f  i t  over  her e. My f at her  was f r om a f ar m 

f ami l y a l i o . He was t he f our t h o f  f i v e sons i n t he f ami l y and he 

was not  i n l i ne t o i nher i t  a t h i ng . Two o f  h i s o l der  br o t her s oame 

over  bef or e he di d f o r  t he same r eas on. That  makes ny f at her  t he 

t h i r d o f  h i s f ami l y t o come t o Amer i c a. I 'y mot her  was al s o f r om a 
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f ar m f ami l y , however , her  f a t her  was al s o a mer chant  at  t i n es . Dad 

f i r s t  hear d o f  her  t hr u some r e l a t i v es or  f r i ends . Ĵ Ay f at her  oame 

t o Amer i ca i n 1902 and ho has never  gone bac k . I  t h i nk t hat  i t  was 

i n 1914 t he mar r i age was ar r anged and mot her  oame over  her e. 

" I  onl y hat fS a vague p i c t ur e of  what  my f at her  di d bef or e he 

Cot  mar r i ed. I  k ow t hat  he f i r s t  cane t o Tacor aa, Washi ngt on and 

he wor ked as a hous eboy . Hi s o l der  br o t her  was i n Seat t l e t hen and 

t h i s br o t her  was i n t he ho t el  bus i nes s f o r  t he o t her  i mmi gr ant  

J apanese comi ng i n . I t  was qu i t e a boom tov/n i n e r t t l e any /ay so 

hat  t h i s unc l e o f  mi ne be come r at her  weal t hy . <VHe i s der .d now. But  

I  have anot her  unc l e who di d not  do bo we l l  and he i s out  her e now 

t r y i ng t o et  some sor t  o f  a J apanes e ho t el  s t a r t ed , much t o ny r e-

''"Ti en ny f at her  was wor k i ng as a hous eboy , h i s empl oyer  pr o-

mi sed t o hel p hi m get  an educ at i o n but  dad hear d about  how r i c h h i s 

o l der  br o t her  was get t i ng and he dec i ded t hat  he want ed qui c k money 

h i ms el f  so he went  t o Seat t l e i n 1010. A f t er  he saved up a l i t t l e 

money he opened up a combi nat i on v ar i et y and f r u i t  s t or e i n t he 

J apanes e s ec t i o n wh i c h was dev el o p i ng or ound J ac k s on t :t . ; ev er al  

y ear s l a t er  he c al l ed my mot her  over  and t he f ami l y was s t ar t ed. 

A y ear  l at er ,ny - bv 19151 my br o t her  was bor n and I  f o l l owed a year  

l a t e r . Ther e wer e t hr ee boys and t wo g i r l s i n a l l . 

/ " D u r i n g t he f i r s t  or  I d War  t her e was qu i t e a boom t i me i n 

Seat t l e and ny f at her  was do i ng qui t e we l l  so he bought  t  F o r d . I  

never  knew t hat  u n t i l  I  went  t o c amp / ) However , t he do wnf al l  w-  s 

j us t  as r ap i d and i n l n 19 my f a t h e r ' s s t o r e . ent  br ok e, t f r om t hen 

on t he f ami l y has had a pr et t y t ough t i ne of  i t . V j  mot her  s u f f er ed 

ext emel y i l l  heal t h and she w s bed- r i dden f o r  qu i t e a whi l e ar ound 

1P 23. 7"y f at her  opened up a f r u i t  s t and and n s o f t  dr i nk par l o r  on 
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J aokson t . nex t . I t  was r i gh t  i n t he c ent er  o f  t he J apanes e t own. 

T h i s ar ea i s now a c o l o r ed d i s t r i c t  but  at  t hat  t i ne t her e wer e 

qui t e a f ew J apanese f ami l i es t her e. L a t er  on, many o f  t hen went  t o 

o t her  p l ac es l i k e Los ¿ ngel  o . 

" I t  was qui t e har d on my f at her  a f t e r  a l l  our  t r oubl es began, 

"o t h er  was bed- r i dden because I  t h i nk t hat  f i v e k i ds i n s i x year s 

was c u i t e a s t r a i n on J i er . J 'y f at her  woul d wor k 14 or  15 hour s a 

day at  t he s t or e and t hen come home t o t ak e car e o f  a l l  t he l i t t l e 

k i d s . T h i s f ch di d not  do h i s t emper ament  d i s po s i t i o n eny good. 
» 

hen my br o t her  was 7, some mor e t r oubl e came upon t he f ; n i l y . He 

f r ac t ur ed h i s l eg and i t  got  i n f ec t ed so t hat  he had t o be sent  t o 

a h o s p i t a l . I t  was a hur e expense and my f a t h e r ' s second s t or e went  

br oke on aocount  of  a l l  t he money th- it  had t o be s pent . Dr d di d not  

have any c ap i t a l  t o s t ar t  ano t her  s t o r e so he wor ked a wh i l e as a 

po r t er  and di s hwas her  i n a h o t e l ; I  t hi  k i t  mi ght  have been :n my 

r i c h u n c l e ' s ho t el  but  I  am not  s u r e . Anyway , I  know t h t  my 

f a t her  hel d t hr ee J obs a l l  at  one t i me and he al most  wor e h i ms el f  

out  i n t r y i ng t o k eep t he f ami l y go i n . A f t e r  t hat , mot her  got  

b< t t er  so t hat  t he f ami l y s t r a i n wa; r e l i ev ed a l i t t l e . 

"Mot her  was eas y go i ng and she was good% t o a l l  us k i d s . My 

f at her  was i nc l i ned t o be qu i t e s t er n and he i ns i s t ed upon beat i ng 

a J apanes e l anguage educ at i on i nt o a l l  o f  us . I l el l , I  never  s t udi ed 

much. I  suppose t hat  d a d ' s h r d wor k made hi m pr et t y qui ck - t emper ed 

.bout  1027 my f at her  had s ved enou gh money t o buy a r es t aur ant . 

T h i s t i me i t  was not  i n t he J apanese s ec t i o n . The r es t aur ant  was 

on t he s k i dr ow, a l i t t l e d i s t anc e f r om t he J apanese oommuni t y and i t  

was a cheap s l op house whi ch c at er ed t o t he unempl oyed and t he bums, 

e had t h i s r es t aur ant  u n t i l  t he ev ac uat i o n . 

"T her e wer e ver y many good q ua l i t i es about  my f r t her  a l s o , but  
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I  d i d not  appr ec i at e t hem f u l l y u n t i l  a f t e r  I  was out  of  h i s c o nt r o l . 

Dad war , ver y i mmacul at e i n h i s home- l i f e. He was h i gh l y p r i nc i p l ed 

and he demanded i t  o f  o t her s . He was i nc l i ned t o be qui t e sever e i n 

J udgi ng o t her  peopl e*b c har ac t er s , es p ec i a l l y o f  h i s own k i d s . I  

woul f t 4 say t hat  he was o f  aver age i n t e l l i genc e al t ho at  t i  es he 

appear ed t o be a l i t t l e smar t er  t han t hat . D; d ..as al ways ver y car e-

f u l  o f  h i s money because of  t he har d t i me ho had. He f r owned ver y 

much upon one o f  ny unc l es who went  out  on f r equent  s p l u r ges . ! f y 

f at her  s ai d t o us t hat  we had t o go t hr u l i f e on our  own s t r engt h and 

not  depend upon o t her s . He has al ways f o l l o wed t h i s r ul e h i ms el f  

and he never  asked h i s r i c h er  br o t her  f o r  money. I  suppose t hat  was 

due t o h i s s t ubbor n pr i de and he di d not  want  t o admi t  t o any ne 

t hat  ho was a f a i l u r e . He j us t  c ons i der ed t h i ngs as t empor ar y set -

backs and he al ways bel i ev ed t hat  h i s boat  woul d come home some day . 

I � 

I  "The f unny t h i ng about  i t  was t hat  dur i ng t he depr es s i on my 

f ; t her  was ext emel y des pondent  and he was r eady t o t hr ow up t he 

s ponge. Ther e di d not  seem t o be any way at  a l l  whi ch we coul d save 

t he bus i nes s . T h i s was t he har des t  t i me o f  our  f ami l y l i f e and v/e 

wer e r ea l l y i n ext r  mo po v er t y . Th bus i nes s was onl y s; ved when 

mot her  s ec r et l y bor r owed so le money f r om my unc l e i n or der  t o c ar r y 

on. My f at her  got  ext r emel y angr y at  t h i s but  he us d t he money and 

t hat  was what  set  hi m back on h i s f ee t . 

nMy f at her  was i  l ways p u r i t an i c a l  i n h i s at t i t udes and 

he nev er  t al k ed about  s x t o h i s c h i l dr en . o (r ev/ up i n i gnor anc e 

o f  i t  and we onl y l oar ned f r om t he gut t er  or  f r om t he o t her  n i s ei  

who knew a l i t t l e mor e bout  i t . Sex was al wa s ar oun.i  i n a ver y 

ugl y f or m i n t he nei ghbor hood v/e l i v ed i n , but  dad never  ment i oned 

i t  t o us . I  di d not  l ear n a out  v/hat  t hr  p r o s t i t u t es di d when t hey 

wal ked ar ound sk i dr ow u n t i l  a f t e r  I  was al most  t hr u h i gh s c ho o l , 
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bel i eve i t or not . 

"My f at her  was qu i t e s t r i c t  i n hi s r  l es for our behav i o r  and 

i n the manner of our speech. Pie was j us t  l i ke those ol d t i mers f r o n 

J apan, He was qui t e a st i c kl er f or t l i ngs J apanese. l ie was al so 

sympat het i c t o J apan and that i ncr eased wi th the >assa o of year s 

vl  n 

i nst ead of decr easi ng. He had that nat ur al l y J apan wi l l  w n at t i -

tude by the t i me t he war broke out , T"c got t hi s sor t of t i ng 

const ant l y when we were ki ds and I adher ed to i t unt i l  I wt s i n hi gh 

school  because I was nai ve, I di d not have any st r ong conf l i c t s on 

t hi s poi nt up to t hen, i i f ter t hat , I began to have ly own opi ni ons 

and nat ur al l y t her e were c l ash's wi t h the ol d man, I coul dn't 

stand hi s l ongi ng f or J apan because I don*t t hi nk th: t he r eal l y 

bel i eved i t or el se he woul d have gone b a c k . ^I t was more of a de-

f ense mechani sm wi t h hi m and i t gave hi m somethi ng to f eel  gr eat 

about /̂* hen I was home, I was qui t e sever e i n c r i t i c i z i ng hi m and 

t hi s used to burn hi m up no end. I coul dn't stand the way he t r i ed 

t o pound hi s i deas i nt o me. I used to f eel  qui t e bi t t er towards hi m. 

He had a l i mi t ed knowl edge of n̂gl i Bh al t ho i t wa; bet t er than the 

V' rage because of hi s retfi urant wor k, 'i hi s pr esent ed the ar gu&ent s 
V 

bet ween us from get t i ng too dot ? i l ed. 

" hen dad was younger he used t o be act i ve i n the var i ous 

J apanese cl ubs^̂ nd par t i cul ar l y i n the Kumomoto KenJ i n Kai , whi ch 

consi st ed of the peopl e from hi s pr ovi nce. They used to r et to-

get her a l ot and chew the r ag about the ol d count r y. Dad was al so 

i n the J apanese Chamber of Commerce f or a whi l e/ 7 Hi s r el i  i ous 

hi st or y i s pecul i ar . When he was i n J apan ho beoame a Chr i st i an and 

at t ended t h J apanese Congr egat i onal  Chur ch, f̂ her e war i ,ui te a 

gr eat debat e i n hi s f ami l y when i t came t i  le to bapt i ze hi m. Dad 

i nsi st ed upon i t i n spi t e of the f act that hi s f ami l y were i hi nt os 
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or Buddhi st s, I don't know whi ch. 

"When dad oane over t o t h i s c o unt r y , he c ont i nued t o be a 

Ch r i s t i an , Then when my mot her  cane over , she was a member o f  t he 

Konko Kyokai  s ec t . They had a Tunny cer emony an t hey woul d c l ap 

wood t oget her . Dad woul d s n i c k er  a l o t  about  t h i s and he f i n a l l y 

was f bl e t o conver t  r ay mot her  t o t he Congr egat i onal  c hur c h. But  

dur i ng t he l as t  15 y ear s , my f at her  became ver y ant i - Chr i s t i nn be-

c aus e o f  h i s p o l i t i c a l  s ympat hi es , wh i l e ny mot her  became mor e and 

mor e o f  a devout  Ch r i s t i an . I t  used t o be qui t e a po i nt  of  ar gument  

i n our  househo l d bec au; e my mot her  want ed t o send t he c h i l dr en t o 

t he Congr egat i onal  chur ch a l s o . I t  i n f l uenc ed my o l der  br o t her  and 

me t he most  and t hat  i s w iy we have never  car ed t oo much about  r e-

l i  i o n . ^' y s i s t er s er e s t i l l  t heo r et i c a l l y f o l l o wer s o f  t he Congr e-

gat i o na l  Chur c h, and t hat  i s bec ause t hey wer e c l os er  t o my mo t her .  ̂

"�*y f at her  woul d never  g i v e i n dur i ng an ar gument  but  l a t er  on 

he woul d concede wi t hout  any acknowl edgement  o f  h i s def eat . I f  i t  

wer e ment i oned, he woul d get  mad a l l  over  aga i n . I t  was eas i e r  t o 

ush t he r ock o f  Gi b r a l t a r  t han t o t r y t o change h i s m i n d  ̂ He was 

ver y domi nant  and he demanded abs o l ut e obedi enc e by mot her  ¡ ad t he 

k i ds . He woul d even c a l l  my mot her  down i f  she s l i pped and us ed 

some f or m o f  s peec h t o hi m whi ch he c ons i der ed an i mpr oper  way of  

� ddr er  s i n t he head oi ' t he ho us eho l d. l o t  o f  f ehl s per s o nal i t y 

f l aws was due t o t he f ac t  t hat  he wor ke 16 hour s a day i n t he r es -

t aur ant  and he was un er  c ons t ant  p r es s ur e. l ie was a l s o b i c k er i ng 

wi  h t he wor ker s at  t he r es t aur ant  a l s o . And t hey began t o qui t  on 

hi m one by o n e / I  suppose t h; t  was par t  o f  t he r eas o n why dad de-

mi  nded obedi enc e by us and he al ways ar suned h i s pl ac e as t he head of  

t he f ami l y and he expec t ed t o be ser ved f i r : t  dur i ng t hes e meal  

t i mes by my mot her , 
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"However , d d di d have h i s l i gh t e r  moment s and he was qu i t e 

pr oud of  h i s f ami l y . That  i s why he was so s t r i c t  wi t h us beoause he 

want ed us t o r :r ow up and be a ox- edi t  t o h l n . Vhen dad was i n a 

good mood, he s a i d t hat  h i s c h i l dr en wer e v r y c l ose t o hi m. He 

s ai d t hat  a f t e r  hi r ;h sohool  t he c h i l dr en woul d go away f r om hi m. 

r emember  he s ai d ma i y t i mes t hat  once we went  t o h i c h s c hoo l  no 

n i s ei  woul d l i s t en t o t h e i r  par ent s any mor e bec ause t hey t hought  

t hey wer e t oo smar t . He was al wayc c onoc i ous th< t  t he n i s e i  woul d 

not  l i s t en t o t hei r  par ent s * adv i c e . He t hou ht  t hat  a l l  n i s e i  

became communi st s a f t e r  t hey went  t o h i c h sohool  and he di d not  l i k e 

t h i s at  a l l  bec ause he /as qu i t e opposed t o t h i s doc t r i ne* 'Dad h d 

l i t t l e l e i s u r e t i me, but  he had an I mp l i c i t  t r us t  i n t he J apanese 

s ec t i on o f  t he l anguage paper . l o t  o f  t he news r el eas s i n t hat  

paper  came f r om J apan and nat ur a l l y i t  was v er y l nt i - oonmuni st . 

Howevey , cad was ver y c r i t i c a l  o f  t he ed i t o r i a l  i n t he paper . I  

t h i nk t hat  dad was never  s a t i s f i ed wi t h h i s l o t  and t hat  I s why he 

was c r i t i c a l  I n o t her  t h i ngs . we gr ew up tie acee; t ed h i s pos i -

t i o n mor e. He t hen put  a l l  o f  t he hojhfes and ambi t i o n i nt o 

h i s c h i l d r en . 

, r "y mot her  war  muc'i  mor e e sy go i nn . - he was l es s s t r i c t  upon 

l ife* The onl y t r oubl e wa: t hat  s V w; s under  dad1 a t humb and he 

w u l d not  l e t  her  be t oo eas y on u s . A f t er  she r ec over ed her  h a l t h 

she wor ked har d . &he wor ked i n t he r es t aur ant  f o r  15 hour s a day 

i n or der  t o hel p o ut . 

"Dad d i d not  have much eas e i n h i s s o c i a l  r e l a t i o ns h i ps but  

mot her  ô t  on wel l  wi t h o t her  peo p l e. â d f s c i r c l e o f  f r i ends 

t a l k ed mos t l y about  p o l i t i c s and J ap an ' s gr oat  f u t ur e. He di d not  

d r i nk , however , l i k e t heot :i er  o l d i s s e i  men i n h i s o i r c l c . I  t h i nk 

t i at  t h e / di d t h i s mos t l y t o Gi ve expr es s i o n t o t h e i r  f r us t r at ed 
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ambi t i o ns . 

"Th( r e was no l ove i n my par ent s 1 mar r i age, I do n 't t hi nl c. 

They nev er  had a f r eedom i n show i n;; a f f ec t i o n f o r  eac h o t her  or  even 

us. T h i s was compl et el y abs ent  l i k e i n many o f  t he J apanes e f ami -

l i e s , The J apenes e do n ' t  bel i ev e i n k i s s i n g , you k now. My par ent s ' 

mar r i age was not  t oo happy bec aus e of  t he har d s t r uggl es t o make a 

l i v i n g . Ther e were per i o s o f  c r i s i s as War back as I can r emember . 

\  When my br o t her  had o s t eo my l i t i s i n h i s l o g , t h i s br ought  my par ent s 

t o get her  f o r  a wh i l e . One t i me my br o t her  was near l y k i c k i ng o f f , 

my mot her  want ed t o get  hi m bapt i zed r i ght  away so t hat  h i s soul  

woul d be s av ed. Dad was ant i - c hur c h by t hen but  he di d not  oppose 

i t  d i r ec t l y . He kept  put t i ng i t  o f f  b j  b i c k er i ng over  t he f o r mdl i t y 

o f  l as t  r i t es . My f at her  and mot her  di s put ed on t h i s f o r  qui t e a 

wh i l e . My f at her  even t hr eat ened di v o r c e i f  my mot her  went  ahead 

and bapt i zed my br o t her . I n t he l ong r un, I  t h i nk he f i n a l l y gave 

i n but  I  am not  s ur e, \  

"A l l  o f  t he f ami l y c i t s es wer e over  l i t t l e t h i ngs but  behi nd i t  

was t he gr eat  c o nf l i c t  bet v/een my par ent s who wer e qui t e d i f f er ent  

i n t e per ament  and out l t ook. My f at her  made most  o f  t he f ami l y de-

c i s i o ns and my mot her  onl y obj ec t ed when i t  was on ver y s er i o us 

t  i ngs whi ch dhe d i d not  agr ee. I n s p i t e o f  t h i s , my f at her  demanded 

t hat  a l l  o f  t he f ami l y t ake an i n t er es t  i n t he f ami l y a f f a i r s and I  

t h i nk t hat  h i s do c i s i o i s wer e c o l o r ed a gr eat  deal  by my mot her 's 
t h 

i n f l uenc e , "e had a hel l uv a l bt  o f  f ami l y c r i s es and my f at her  beat  

my mot her  o c c as i o nal l y but  nev er  s ev er e l y . He was most l y i v i n , : 

vent  t o h i s oconomifco f r us t r at i o n« hear t , my f at her  was ver y 

s ens i t i v e and ver y ppoud. 

" hen dad was younr , he had gr eat  ambi t i ons because ho oame 

f r om a poor  f ami l y and he t hought  t h t  he woul d bee me ver y we' 1t h -
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i n Amer i c a. I t  was b i t t er  di s appo i nt ment  f o r  hi m t o have t o go 

t hr u t he pover t y we went  t hr u and t o have a i l l  wi f e and f i v e young 

c h i l dr en t o wor r y about  bes i des . He har ped on my mot her *s i l l n ss 

and he accused her  t hat  i t  was mos t l y ment al . My mo t her ' s i l l n es s 

was f r om t oo many c h i l dr en and over  wor k us l a t e r  f ound o ut . Dad 

woul d never  admi t  h i s f r us t r a t i o ns and he i s s t i l l  qui t e pr oud o f  

h i s f ami l y , and t he f ac t  t hat  he i s a J a p a n e s e *  ̂

"Ti y unc l e had a much eu; i e r  t i me o f  i t  bec aus e he was a gr eat  

s uc c es s f r om t he beg i nn i ng. He owned one of  t hf  bi gges t  ho t el s i n 

J apanes e t own o r  A .- cat t l e* 'He was ? bi g shot  i n t he J apanes e ho t el  

as s o c i at i o n f o r  a number  o f  y ear s and al s o pr omi nent  i n some o f  t he 

o t her  J apanese o r gan i s at i o ns , l ie had a f ami l y o f  f o ur  boys and t hey 

wer e named somct hi n ; l i k e u s . My o t her  unc l e was a sor t  of  s o &i a l  

t r es s pas s er  but  h i s d i s po s i t i o n was such t!ir  t  he never  gave vent  t o 

h i s f r us t r a t i o ns . He was a ba i s h -  cuni n on h i s own and he was al way s 

meddl i ng ar ound wi t h o t her  p eo p l e ' s bus i nes s . Whenever  t her e was a 

deat h i n some f ami l y i n t he J apanes e s ec t i o n , he woul d go over  t o 

t he house on h i s own and comf or t  t hem, l ie was a gr eat  Chr i s t i an o f  

t he f anat i c t ype ar id he l oved t o get  up i n f r ont  o f  t he chur ch 

audi enc e and gi v e an emot i onal  t ear - j er k i ng t es t i mony* He was a 

s o r t  o f  Sev ent h Day Adv ent i s t  s c r ewbal l . l i e had ei ght  k i ds i n h i s 

f ami l y . T h i s uno l e n< v r  wor ked har d i n h i s l i f e andhe c er t a i n l y 

was easy goi n, . He owned a ho t el  and he woul d l et  peopl e come i n on 

c r ed i t , bo many o f  t hem di d not  pay t hei r  b i l l s t hat  he f i no l l y ent  

bus t . T h i s unc l e us ed t o go on s p l ur ges and he bor r owed a l o t  of  

money and woul d buy expens i ve f u r n i t u r e even t ho he di d not  need i t . 

T h i s gr i ped my f at her  no end. T h i s unc l e i s i n Chi oago now and he 

want s t o l ease a ho t el  her e. I  had qui t e a f ew r e l a t i v es i n L e t  l e 
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* my unc l es had l ar go f ami l i es. C n J apanese and o t her  ho l i day s , I t  

was mandatory Tor  al l  of us t o eat t oget her at a bi g f< ant . I t  was 

one b i g f eni l y o f  o v er  25 members. Dad was J ust as proud of ' h i s 

chi l dr en as my u n c i . 

"At  home we at e J apanese food e i c l usi vel y and.we a l  ays spoke 

J apanese. when my br ot her »vent to the hospi t al  f or the f i r s t  t i r f te, 

I wa: si x year s ol d. When he oame bao!c hone, he di d not know a 

word of J apanese. knowl edge of Engl i sh woae bad si nce I  was 

bot el y st ar t ed wi t h school . We had a very hard t i me t al ki ng to each 

ot her . I woul d have to poi nt out t hi ngs to hi n. Thi s was one of 

the r easons why I pi cked up more Engl i sh r i ght away. We l i ved i n 

the hear t  of J apanese t own unt i l  my dad l at er moved us out si de her e 

the r est aur ant was l ocat ed, everybody*»- *? spoke J apanese i n the 

J apanese sect i on and I di d not pi ck up ..in/ l i sh r api dl y unt i l  I went 

to the publ i c school s. I can't speak J apanese ver y wel l  now as I 

never used i t wi t h my ni sei  f r i ends. 

^Wh i l e I was young, W( l i ved i n a f l at . Ther e were si x f l at s i n 

the bui l di ng and some of the f l at s had two f ami l i es i n them. Al most 

al l  of the f ami l i es had ki ds. One fami l y as Chi nese and we r ot 

al ong wel l . We j ust r ent ed t hi s f l at and l at er on we bought a hous  ̂

I went to the Bai l ey Ga t z e r 1 s c ho o l  where 1000 ot her ni sei  went , 

The school  was J apanese. I al so wont to the Kokugo G; kko, 

l anguage school  whi ch hi d 1000 J apanese. 

"New Year 's ¿ay was a Mg occasi on of the year f or the J apanese 

communi ty and we cel ebr at ed i t ao or di ngl y. I l i ked i t because we 

got a l ot of choi ce foods t hen. Our fami l y di d not col ebr at e boy's 

dtay much si nce we were not Buddhi st . The - nper or 's Day and Mei j i  

Day were cel e r at ed t  the J apanese l anguage school * Tu. whol e 

sc 100I was l ot out and they had cer emoni es i n the assembl y. I went 



- 16-

to the J apanese l anguage 20 ool  f or seven y ear s but i t was unpr of i t -

abl e, I can onl y wr i t e t he s i mpl  s t u f f . \ I  don' t  remember nuoh of 

the pr opaganda a l t ho some o f  the t eac her s I »ve h i d .er e p o l i t i c a l l y 

mi nded and t hey t r i ed t o make us ki ds t ake t hei r  po i nt  of  v i ew. I 

do n ' t  t h i nk I r esponded ver wel l  t o t hat i ndo c t r  a t i o n . ^' 0 : t of t he 

t i me t he t eac her s j us t  t au ht us about  t he J apanes e c u l t u r e . I t 

d i d n ' t  co over  very we 1 because t he maj o r i t y o f  t he n i s e i  s t udent s 

wer e ant ago n i s t i c t o t he J apanese I o n uage s c hoo l . They had t o go t o 

i t  a f t e r  t he r egu l ar  schoo l  hour s and t hat  meant  t hat  a l l  of t hei r  -

l e i s u r e t i me was t i ed up. I t  was f e l t  t o be a sor t  of  honor  among 

t he " oys t o be l o s s c o ns c i ent i o us i n J apanese c l as s es . We wer e ex-

pec t ed t o go i n l at e and make no i se i n f cl as; . The n i s e i  boys woul  

never  t  l i nk o f  do i ng t h i ngs l i k e t h t  i n publ i c s c ho o l s . T h i s shows 

t hat  t hey r es ent ed t he J apanes e 1 n uo r e s c ho o l . I  was a qui et  

s t udent  and I  never  caused any t r o ub l e . I  J us t  s l ep t . 

As a y o ungs t er , I  was sor t  o f  t i mi d. I  had c r os s eyes f o r  a 

whi l e and t hat  maue ne dr aw back t o o . I  f e l t  sor t  o f  per s ec ut ed and 

I  d i d n ' t  t hi nl i  t hat  any o f  t he o t her  c h i l dr en l i k ed me ver y uc h . 

Ther e was o le f el l o w who al way s p i c k ed on me and he t hr ew r ocks when-

ever  he had a ch: nee. Ho was get t i ng me i n t o t r oubl e by s ay i ng 

t h i ngs about  me and bl ami ng me f o r  t h i ngs t h; t  I  di d not  do . Th i s 

f el l o w was a c r i pp l e and t hat  i s t he r eas on why he di d i t . Tecause 

o f  t hese t h i n gs , I became v er y s el f - c ons c i ous and I f e l t  t hat  t he 

o t her  k i ds wer e al ways s t ar i ng at  me. I  di d not  n±x much wi t h t hem 

and I  never  was compl et el y i n any o f  t he gangs a l t ho I  pal l ed ar ound 

wi t h some o f  t he gang member s . 

^F o r  a l ong t i me I  was under - s i  ed and Ander - age i n s c ho o l . I  

was behi nd the o t her s u n t i l  t he f our t h gr ade. Vy br o t her  was i n t he 

same c l as s as I  was because he had ' e o n out  of  s c hoo l  f o r  a y ear  on 
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aooount  o f  h i s i l l n e s s . He was a l i t t l e smar t er  t han I  war  so t hat  

X go t  an i n f e r i o r i t y oof l ol ex about  t hat . That  i s why I  r ot  v er y 

s t udi oas be ause I  want ed t o k eep up wi t h hi m. 

By t he t i mo I  was i i  t he ei ght h gr ade, many o f  t her e pr obl ems 

wor e so l ved and I  got  i n mor e wi t h t he f el l o ws and l ed a nor enor nal  

l i f e . I  went  t o anot her  schoo l  a f t e r  t hat  and t her e wer e l or e whi t e 

s t udent s t her e. My f i r s t  y ear  i n h i gh chool  was i n a c l as i  whi c h 

was pr edomi nant l y Cauc as i an s t udent s . T h i s was at  t he Br o dway h i gh 

sohoo l  and t her e wer en ' ' so nany n i s e i  when I  s t a r t ed . I t  was a new 

exper i enc e t o ;:o t o s c hoo l  wi t h a l o t  o f  w l i t e c h i l d r en . had never  

done t hat  bef o r e bee?use i n gr ammar  s c hoo l  and i a J apanes e s c ho o l , i t  

wns al most  a l l  n i s e i  s t udent s )̂ F o r  o t her  r eas ons I  a s n f t  ver  

happy i n h i gh s c hoo l  and I  began t o cut  c l as s es and go han � ar ound 

downt own. t y adj us t ment  t o h i gh :c ho o l  was not  v er y good because I  

was wor k i ng i n my dad*s r es t aur ant  as a k i t c hen h e l p er  a f t er  s choo l  

and I  coul d not  f u l l y concent r at e upon a s choo l  l i f e . soon as my 

c l as s es wer e o v er , I  woul d have t o r ush down t o t he r e. t aur ant  and 

s t ar t  wor k r i ght  away . I  d i d not  get  t o p l ay ar ound l i k< t he ot her  

s t udent s d i d . Th&t  s or t  o f  s po i l ed my h i gh s c hoo l  days and I  r e-

gr et t ed i t  v er y much al t ho I  aooopt ed t he f ac t  t hat  I  had t o hel p i n 

my d a d ' s r es t aur ant  t oo . But , when ypu ar e y oung, you mi s s t hose 

t h i ngs mor e as i t  moans a gr eat  t o you.J )> 

I n my j un i o r  y ear  i n h i ĥ s c ho o l , i y dad pu l l ed me out  o schoo l  

f o r  a y ear  bec ause i t  was t he wor s t  par t  o f  t he depr es s i on and t he 

f ami l y was hav i ng a har d s t r uggl e t o make bot h ends meet . - y dad 

coul d not  af f o r d t o h i r e ano t her  wor ker  so I  had t o s t op i n and wor k . 

I  went  b<-  ok t o hi gh s c hoo l  t he next  y ear  and a l t e r  t hat  I  wi s ed up 

and I  t ook a mor e mat r ue at t i t ude t owar ds my s t udi es and I  d i d my 

homewor k r e g u l a r l y . c h o o l  meant  much mor e t o me a f t e r  wor k i ng t hat  
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y ear  i n t he r es t aur ant . I  had been t ak i ng s c hoo l  f o r  gr ant ed up t o 

t hen. But  a / t e r  t hat  1 s t udi ed har der . x Î t  was a f ad f o r  a l l  o f  t he 

n i s e i  t o t r y and make t ho Honor  s o c i et y . I  t r i ed t o make i t al so 

but  i t  was a l i t t l e beyond r ae. 

I di d not hat e any def i ni t e i  mbi t i ons but I hud secr et desi r es 

t o become a good wr i t er . My gr eat est success i n school  was i n tho 

composi t i on c l asses and I al ways got good gr ades I n i Sngl i ah. I was 

t aki ng a col l ege pr epar at or y cour se because I had vague ambi t i ons to 

go to col l ege. I di d not take any ext r a cur r i sul ar ac t i v i t i es f t al l  

^o n d I f el t that I was st ar t i ng school  al l  over agai n because most of 

ray f r i ends went ahead of me dur i ng t ¡e year I st ayed out >̂ c l osest 

f r i end i n school  was a whi t e ki d. I j ust saw hi m ar ound the c l ass 

and we r ar el y had cont act s af t er school  because I s t i l l  h; d to r ush 

home to tho re: t aur ant . 

I n y seni or year I st ar t ed to go ar ound wi t h J apanese ki ds a 

l ot . Ther e were about 500 ni sei  at Broadway hi gh by the i . The 

school  was t hi ck wi t \  ni sei  and they had t hei r own ac t i v i t i es . They 

di d not take much par t i n the gener al  school  ac t i vi t i es.,, I sor t of 

sneer ed at the J aps and I f el t super i or to t hen because I f el t that 

most of tho ni sei  had undevel oped ment al i t i es and that was why they 

were af r ai d to mi x i n more wi t h the ot her st udent s. 

I t was dur i ng my seni or year al so that I began to go i n for a 

pr eponder ance of the heavy r eadi ng. Al l  of the l i t er at ur e dur i ng 

that t i me emphasi zed the pr ol et ar i an st uf f and so I wrote themes 

about i t f or my hi gh school  i e« cl ass« s.J  I coul d wr i t e � bout some 

of t her e t hi ngs wi t h f eel i ng nd t hat was anot her r eason why I 

wanted t o be a wr i t eer . I f el t that I coul d champi on t i e under dogs 

as the ee ski dr ow si de of l i f e was open to me aad I saw a l ot oi  i t . 

Ty br ot her i s more obj ect i ve i n hi s wr i t i ng. He l ooks at t hi ngs ver y 
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obJ oot i vel y. Vy br ot her got hi s exper i ence because of hi s 1: bor 

uni on ac t i v i t i es and wi th the assoc i at i ons among the more l i ber al  

pol i t i c al  gr ups. I di d not have too much of these di r ect associ a-

t i ons at that t i ne. 

�'I t happened that when I was wor ki ng i n the r est aur ant , X was by 

mysel f most l y and I r ead a gre t deal . I t hi nk that I was Vi e one 

that got my br ot her st ar t ed on the l i ber al  l i t er at ur e. Once I took 

*0f Human Bondage* by Somerset I 'aughan t o hi m when he was i n the 

hospi t al . Thi s got hi m goi ng on l i ber al  r eadi ng and si nce then he 

h s had a f l ar e f or the l i ber al  t hi ngs and i t shows up i n hi s wr i t i ng. 

"I f el t sor t of t i ed down by the r est aur ant wor k al l  the time 

and I was not advent ur ous l i ke my br ot her . I di d not have any soc i al  

l i f e at al l . I used to ar gue a gr eat deal  wi th my dad over t hi s but 

he di d not seem to t hi nk that I was mi ssi ng anyt hi ng. He put i t up 

as a sor t of abel i gat i on f or me to hel p out the f ami l y and I coul d 

not very wel l  ar gue too much agai nst t hat . That i s why I had my 

' i fj gest ar guments wi t h hi m over our di f f er ences i n pol i t i cal  i deas. 

{» I t was dur i n; my l ast year i n hi-  h school  that the bi g l ong-

shor emen's st r i ke broke out al l  over the coast . There were many 

st r eet meet i ngs hel d around our nei ghbor hood and down by the water -

f r ont and I woul d go to hear the speeches. Dad was very di sappr ovi ng 

of t hi s and he sai d that the l ongshoremen were al l  Communi sts. The 

more he ar gued, the more I became aware of the opposi t e poi nt of 

vi ew and I began to st i ck up f or i t . I t seemed t o me that the l abor -

i ng groups had a gr eat deal  of j ust i f i cat i on f or goi ng on st r i kes. 

That st r i ke dur i ng 19: 4 hi  d a gr eat i nf l uence on me and i t made me 

more ai /are of the l abor i ng gr oups. I coul d see the bat t er ed wor ker s 

who had been tossed aSi de af t er year s of work b t hei r empl oyer s, and 

I di d not t hi nk that i t was r i ght that they shoul d be thrown out upon 
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MAl l  of  t he i s s ei  i n t he J apanese communi t y wer e smal l  shop 

keeper s and t hey opposed any change i n t he economi c set - up. When I  

had t o l eave s c hoo l , I  s t ar t ed t o t h i nk a gr eat  deal  and I  wonder ed 

why such c ondi t i ons ex i s t ed. I t  was not  f a i r  t o me t hat  I  shou d 

have t o qui t  school  because o f  t he economi c s i t uat i o n and t hat  i s why 

I  f e l t  sor r y f o r  t he s t r i k er s because I  f e l t  t hat  i t  was not  t hei r  

f au l t  i f  t hey demanded mor e wage: i n or der  t o have a decent  l i v i ng 

c o ndi t i o n. I  began t o gi ve f r ee meal s t o some of  t he s t r i k er s who 

came i n t o t he r e ¡ t o ur ant . I  had t o do i t  on t he s l y because my dad 

woul d h ve r ai s ed t he r oof  i f  he ever  f ound out . .Most  of  t he n i s ei  

have not  gone t hr u exper i enc es l i k e t hi s and t hey have never  seen 

l i f e f aoe t o f aoe u n t i l  t he ev ac uat i on. That  i s why t hey wer e go i ng 

t hr u l i f e l i k e i n a dr eoi n, and most  of  t hem have not  awakened y et . 

But  i n s p i t e of  a l l  my exper i enc es , I  f ee l  t h t  my l i f e was shel t er ed 

and I  never  had t he s t ar k r ea l i t y o f  s t ar v at i on f ac i ng me. You have 

t o go t hr u t hese sor t  of  t hi ngs i n or der  t o f u l l y under s t and t he 

masses . Per haps I  was t oo youn t o be s er i o us l y t h i nk i ng about  t hese 

pr obl ems but  t hat  i s t he way i t  was» 

d i d not  have any g t t l  f r i ends at  a l l  dur i ng my h i gh school  

days and danc i ng was a t h i ng of  anot her  wo r l d. l i d not  bel ong t o 

an./ ol ub o r  t ake par t  i n o t her  school  ac t i v i t y . ITy hi r h s choo l  days 

wer e j us t  bear abl y .and I  do n ' t  l ook back on i t  wi t h any l o ng i ng , X >The 

onl y h i r h scho 1 c l ub I  ever  J o i ned was t he Ger man c l ub and t hat  was 

because my Cauoas i an f r i end w; s i n i t . I  gr aduat ed f r om hi gh school  

i n 1 9 3 &J  I  di d not  know what  I  was go i ng t o do but  I  f e l t  t hat  I  

woul d l i k e t o t ake 1 J ob wor k i ng f o r  somebody el s e bes i des my f at her , 

"For  t hr ee shor t  mont hs , I  wor ked on t he J apanese pr oduce r ow 

i n i  eat t l e . Al ong t he wat er f r ont  t her e i r  many pr oduce s t n d r  owned 
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by the oi t y and these wer e l eased out to the smal l  pr oduce men who 

sol d veget abl es. The J apanese r eal l y st ar t ed t hi s but i n l at er 

year s I t al i ans and ot her gr oups began to outnumber them. That i s 

why i h Seat t l e ever ybody buy; t hei r veget abl eo down on pr oduce row 

al on.'; the wat er f r ont . I t l ooks sor t of pi ct ur esque but it. i s no fun 

f or a per son to work dov.n t her e, espec i al l y f or a J apanese. I was 

l egal l y under pai d. I worked from 4:50 i n the morni ng unt i  . 1 or il  

i n the ar t er noon and I got 25 a month f or t hi s . Can you i magi ne 

anyone but a ni sei  wor ki ng f or /ages l i ke t hi s? My boss di d not have 

to pay ni on wages t o mo as I was onl y a par t t i me wor ker . Act ual l y 

I work d a f ul l  day becaus ? I was al ways bei ng Imposed on and ask d 

to put i n an hour or so over t i me wi t hout pay Ĵ  The ni sei  had to put 

up wi t h t hi s sor t of t hi ng because J obs were scar ce and there were 

f mi l y obl i gat i ons. ?'y empl oyer woo a f el l ow church member and a 

f r i end of the fami l y so he took advantage of me. i t h t hi s sor t of 

t hi ng, i t i s eui t o under st andabl e why the J ap nes empl oyers were 

agai nst l abor uni ons of any sor t . They f i gur ed that thefrrww»-

wor ker s were a par t of the f ami l y and that i s why they took advan-

t age. I t may have been the system i n J apan, but I coul d not take i t 

so I went back t o work f or my f at her , much as I di sl i ked that wor k. 

"I worked i n f at her 's r est aur ant f or the next f i ve yea s, 

unt i l  1940. T̂ r ost of the f r i ends I made dur i ng t hi s t i me were Cau-

casi ans. The on j  ni sei  I knew were t hose who cane to see ny 

br ot her s and s i st er s. I di d not have any soc i al  l i f e at al l  dur i ng 

t hi s t i me. Ther e was a group of f el l ows who at e at ny r est aur ant 

end they bel onged t o the Unempl oyment Ci t i zen's League and I became 

very i nt er est ed i n t hei r ac t i v i t i es . I donated money to them and I 

woul d put t hei r si gn i n our r est aur ant wi ndow. "y f at her al l owed 

that because that meant more busi ness f or him si nce the unempl oyed 
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men woul d eat  i n t he r es t aur ant s t hat  sympat hi zed- wi t h t hem. Si nc e 

our  r es t aur ant  was al one s k i dr ow, t her e wer e v er y f ew ot her  J apan* e 

and I  us ua l l y wor ked u n t i l  4 i n t he 

st ar t get t i ng a day of f unt i l  1038 when the J apanese r est aur ant s were 

uni oni sed. I nst ead ofh hi r i ng the ext ra hel p f or the day of f , the 

J apanese r est aur ant r ot at ed and they l oosed on the sevent h day. 

I was not pai d a r egul ar v/age or al l owance. I hod to ask my dad for 

the money. lie was pr et t y l i ber al  and I j ust took i t out of th cash 

t i l l  whenever I needed i t and then make a smal l  not at i on of i t . Ded 

wanted me to t ake an act i ve i nt er est i n the r er t aur ant and eventu-

al l y t ake over the management of i t . I di d not par t i cul ar l y car e f or 

t hi s work but I j ust di d i t . And I f i gur ed t hat I woul d be doi ng 

the r est aur ant work for a l ong t i me so I r es i ded mysel f to i t . I 

st i l l  had some ambi t i on to to col l e e or to do wr i t i ng but I 

coul dn't see how I woul d ever get a chance to do t hat . More and 

Mor e of the r est ?ur ant r esponsi bi l i t y was pon me and I was doi ng 

al l  of the buyi ng and ot her busi ness f or my dad. j  "Ty br ot her was 

goi ng to the Uni ver si t y of Washi ngton then and I got some t ast e of 

the l i ber al  I nf l uences t hr u hi m. He woul d br i ng hi s r adi cal  f r i ends 

down and we woul d have l ong di scussi ons i n the r est aur ant at ni gh" . 

My br ot her got money from the ol d man but he di d not have my r es-

ponsi bi l i t y put upon hi m because of hi s bad l eg. That i s why he 

r ar el y came home. 

""y br ot her went i nt o th-  uni on work dar i ng the t i  e he ./as i n 

col l ege wi th Geor ge Takl . He di d i t vol unt ar i l y at f i r st because he 

f el t that t i e ni sei  woul d benef i t thr u the utfl on. He was encour aged 

by hi s r adi cal  f r i ends and he wcs t hi nki n al ong t hese l i nes. Conf i -

dent i al l y , I t hi nk he was a member of the YCL but he never t ol d me 

have much soc i al  l i f e. >I di d not 
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much about i t . He was r eadi ng a l ot of th ; r adi o; 1 st uf f by t hen. 

i  oon he st ar t ed t o go up to Al aska to work i n the canner i es and he 

got i n pr et t y st r ong wi t h the CTfO uni on. l i s t ui t i on f or col l ege 

w: s pai d by dad t ho. My br ot her went to col l ege of f and on as hi s 

bad l eg bothered hira a gr eat deal  and that i s why he nover di d gra-

duat e. 

ftHy two si st er s worked i n the r est aur ant al so. Af t er they got 

out of hi gh school , t hey di d a f ul l  t i n . They J ust took i t f or 

gr anted t hpo, because gi r l  don't have such gr eat ambi t i ons as 

f el l ows, j l  had wanted to go to col l ege i n 191 5 but the r est aur ant 

work pr evented no. f i nal l y i n 1940 I got my ohancej but I was a 

l i t t l e r el uct ant about goi ng because I was ol der by then. I'y dad 

tol d me to go because he sai d that I had ear ned i t by worki ng i n the 

r est aur ant and he woul d pay my way. I t happened that my k u br ot her 

was sl at ed to go to col l ege but he r an ar ound too much i n h&gh 

school  and he di d not car e for col l ege. My dad thought that t hi s 

was wast i ng hi s money so he took hi m out of school  and put hi m i n 

the r est aur ant . He t hen deci ded to concent r at e on no. I t was a good 

t hi ng that I di d go to col l ege for two year s. I r egr et mery much 

that I di d not get t o f i ni sh up and I don't see how I ' l l  ever do i t 

now. l _I di d not get i nt o the col l ege ac t i v i t i es too much because I 

worked about si x hours a ni ght i n the re; t aur ant . I was not a mem-

ber of the J apanese £ t udent s Cl ub r.l tho I went t her e a l ot and hung 

ar ound. 

"I di d not know what my ambi t i ons were but I took t J our nal i sm 

maj or . Dad di d not t hi nk t hi s was ver y pr act i cal  as he : ai d that I 

coul d not get a J ob on Caucasi an newspaper s ver y easi l y and that 

wor ki ng wi t h J apanese paper s di d not pay ver y much. I know that but 

that was t he c l osest I coul d get to my desi r e f or wr i t i ng. I never 
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j oi ned the J  CL unt i l  I went to camp but ray br ot her was a member. 

He al so bel onged to the Young Democrats and the YCL, I t hi nk, 

nT7e wer e not l i v i ng i n the J apanese communi ty any more but I 

went around t her e a l ot dur i ng my spare t i me, I st ar t ed t dr i nk 

when J  worked i n the r est aur ant . I used to dr i nk sake on the s l y and 

X wonder ed what they coul d l i ke about i t . However , I had a g: eat 

oppor t uni t y to dr i nk i n the r est aur ant and I gr adual l y l et i t become 

a habi t , forae col l ege ni sei  gave me my f i r st dr i nk of whi skey and 

i t made me f eel  good. I dr ank because i t was � r el i ef from the har d 

work I di d but I never got i nt o a st upor . On Sat ur day ni ght s I woul d 

get t hr u work about 2 a.m. and si nce t her e was not hi ng el se to do I 

woul d st ar t dr i nki n . I t hel ped i n the soc i al  i nt er cour se and i t made 

me f eel  more at ease. 

"Whi l e I was i n col l ege I st ar t ed t o go ar ound wi t h gi r l s but I 

di d not go st eady. I cannot boast of a l o lg l i s t of gi r l  i 'r i  nds 

l i ke many of the ot her ai sei  f el l ows do because I di d not c >ncentrate 

on t hi s t ype of t hi ng. I di d not f i nd mysel f oompat i bl e wi t h most of 

the ni sei  gi r l s as I di d not pi ck on the extreme soc i al  but t er f l y 

t. - pe. Another r eason why I a di d not have much t ime f or dot es was 

because of my wor k. I di dn' t go to any of the col l ege danc s be-

cause I di dn' t k ow how t o d nee anyway. y si st er t r i ed to t each 

me at home but I di d not make a success of i t . 

"I was al ways consci ous of the f act t hat I was J apanese. I 

j ust took i t f or r ant ed. When I was a chi l d, we wer e l i vi n, on 

Beacon Hi l l  i n the m dst of Caucasi ans. That i s when I f el t the 

f i r st di f f er ence. The nei ghbor 's ki ds onl y took us t o cer t ai n l i m t s 

and I got aware of t hi s . I t was not the ki ds t o much but t hei r 

par ent s who di d t hi s . However , most of y school i  :g was among the 

ni sei . To a cer t ai n ext ent the J apanese were accept ed and t he j i ngo 
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pr ess were t he onl y ones who made a bi g i ssue out o f  the J apanese 

menace to t hi s count r y. Because of rny bock r ound, I hod a cer t ai n 

pr i de * i n the J apanese f l eet os a k i d, but I was pro- Ameri ca i n my 

at t i t udes f or as l ong as I can r member. The f act that I was not 

c l osel y i dent i f i ed wi th the J apanese communi ty or wi t h J apanese gangs 

made me l ose contact mdre easi l y wi th t hi s f eel i ng f o r  J apan an * I  

had l ost i t compl et el y by the t i me war broke out . I never made any 

at tempts t o cr ash Amer i can soci et y so that i t was a tough si t uat i on. 

By t hat I mean, t hat 1 had broken away from the J a nese i nf l uence 

but I had no exper i ence of k owi ng whether I coul d get i nt o *meri can 

soci et y compl et el y or not al t ho I f el t t hat I coul d. I l i ved i n my 

own l i t t l e wor l d at that t i ne. £*ost of my whi t e f r i ends wer e stu-

dent s or of the worki ng cl ass and t her e was l i t t l e di st i nc t i on among 

U3.1 

"I knew that t her e war r ac i al  di ocr i ni nj gt i on i n exi st ence and 

that i s why I subscr i bed to the pro essi ve and r adi al  i deol ogy i n 

ny pol i t i cal  t hi nki ng. However , I di d not go ar ound wi th a chi p on 

my shoul der , [ l  enj oy both J apanese and Caucasi an company an t her e 

were members of both groups that I di sl i ked .7 I f i gur ed that the 

economi c condi t i  ns had o eat ed the l i t t l e Tokyon. I al so f i gur ed 

that <fcne- third of the nat i on had a si mi l ar pr bbl en and they were 

j ust de depr i ved as the peopl e i n the L i t t l e Tokyos. That i s why i t 

was easy to see that the economi c system was the pr i me f act or i n 

t hi s si t uat i on« Kussi a beoame more of an i deal  to me and I remembe 

once r endi ng about hog/Paul  l obe on poi nt ed out that hir; chi l d was 

accept ed over t her e as an e< ual  human bei ng. I don't know i f Co mu-

ni sm can work out her e but t her e 1c def i ni t e need f or some sor t of 

changes and I t hi nk that the pr sent war wi l l  br i ng them about . How-

ever , i t al so burns me up to see di scr i mi nat i on agai nst the J apanese 
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and o t her  r ac i a l  mi nor i t y gr oups . I  coul d si t bock and ray i t  was 

the system i f i t d i d not touch me di r ect y l i ke t hi s . 

hen I went to col l ege I foun t hat the ROTC war ol osod to the 

ni sei . Mi l i t ar y t r ai ni ng di d not appeal  to me anyway, but i t was 

the i dea that we wer e bar r ed whi ch made me sor e. < ôst of the ni sei 

J ust took such t hi ngs f or gr ant ed. I f I r eal l y wanted to get i nt o 

the ;;OTC I woul d not have taken den if 1 s i t t i ng down Once I was wi t h 

a ni sei  f el l ow and we were r efused ser vi ce at a r est aur ant l ocat ed 

j ust of f of the campus. T:e wonted to wr i t e a l et t er to the anager 

and demand an»-  apol ogy. I t ol d hi m th- t we shoul d demand our 

r i ght s at the t i  e and f i ght f or i t i f we r eal l y bel i eved they were 

our r i ght s. Ho .ever , t hi s f el l ow woul d not l et nr say anyV i ng so 

we l of t peacef ul l y. <(l  heard that some of the bi g hot e": i n eat t l e 

woul d now al l ow ni sei  to go i nt o them but I r eal l y donf t know f or 

s ur e^^I t was these l i t t l e i nc i dent s l i ke t hi s whi ch made me aware 

of the ¿'act that I was J apanese and I f el t a l i t l e hei r l ess about 

overcomi ng the bl i nd pr ej udi ces of many peopl e./ 

"I suppose that i t has al so cont i but od to a sl i ght l y skept i cal  

at t i t ude toward l i f e. I had no formal  r el i gi on at al l . I went to 

the Chr i  t i an church unt i l  I was l b year s ol d. Tut I gavo it up 

af t er t hat . I t i s okay f or t hose who need a f ai t h badl y. I t hi nk 

that i t ii  n opi a and a dr ag upon soci et y because so much of i t i s 

f ool i sh. I el i s i on i s . r el ease for emot i ons. That i s why my uncl e 

i s so f anat i c . I suppose that church has some ¿unct i on f or the 

peopl e but i t i s not f or me. The peopl : can have t hei r spi r i t ual  

l i f e but the church sh ul d be oonsi st ont i n i t s obl i gat i on to so-

ci et y and not over l ook soc i al  probl em: # I hi s i s what they do and 

that i s why l ost chur ches are so,cont r adi ct or y because t he/ cl ose 
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t hei r eyes to the bad si de of l i f e, 

"One t hi ne I can't stand i s when I hear those ni sei  who ar e 

di scr i mi nat ed agai nst and yet who say der ogat or y thi ngr about*ni gg< r s f 

Fi l i pi nos and ot her gr oups. I t i s t l i ngs l i ke that whi ch pr event s 

the ni sei  from beconi n ; uni t ed wi t h these other rao j  I groups and 

r eoogni zi n the co men probl ems of al l  of them. The ni sei  l i ve i n a 

gl ass house and yet they throw rocks« Ground Seat l e al l  of the 

tongue woul d ./ag and buzz i f a ni sei  gi r l  l ar r i ed a 1'i l i pno. ho 

woul d be compl et el y ost r ac i zed i n the J apanese communi ty. *y room-

mate i s a 19 year ol d qui et f el l ow 

from Por t l and. Thi s i s the f i r st t i me he has ever been � way from 

home and nat ur al l y he r uns ar und a l ot because of the novel t y. 

However , he i s pr et t y bored most of the t i me and I don't th nk he 

enj oys hi s r unni ng around because he does not have the per sonal i t y 

to nal ee f r i ends too r eadi l y . He has a funny pr ej udi ce and he canf t 

see t hat t hi s sor t of at t i t ude i s har mf ul . The othe ni ght ho //as 

comi ng home al one when t wo drunk sai l or s gr-  bbedr hi m. They a pl i ed 

a headl ocl : on hi m ;nd asked whet her l ie was J apanese or Ch nose. A 

sol di er came by and t ol d my r om mat e t o beat the sai l or s up and run 

away. The sol di er sai d that he coul d not do anyt hi n ; hi msel f bccause 

the sai l or s wer i n uni f or m. - y room mate woul dn't answer the dr unk 

sai l or s at al l  and they kept squeezi ng har der and her der « i 'l nal l y 

the s ore pat r ol  came al one and the sai l or s l et go and beat i t . :*y 

room m; te j ust ran home and he di dn' t even stop to t ol l  the shore 

pat r on len what had happened« I askea hi m why he di dn' t say that he 

wr. s a Chi nese si nce that as the easi et wr y out of the si t uat i on* 

?'y room mate then answered me, 'Hel l , you t hi nk I woul d ever say 

th t I am a Ghi nk? A Chi nk i s l i ke g r bage. I ' d r at her l et t he 

dr unk sai l or s squeeze my h ad than to e$rer say anyt hi ng l i ke t hat «1 
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I j ust can't under st and how a ni sei  coul d show such r ac i al  pre-

j udi ce when the probl ems of al l  mi nor i t y gr oups are i n common. 

"The ni sei  opi ni ons i n many ways ar e J apnne<y. " ny of them 

for mer l y had and son© St i l l  have Great f ai t h i n the J apanese Army 

but they woul d n ver do an thi n/: di r ect l y to hel p J apan. I suppose 

i t i s more an expr essi on of t hei r f r ust r at i on and r esent ment . Be-

fore t he war 'any of the i ssei  donated gr eat s >ms of mono/ t o the 

J apanese Army under t hei r son*s names. The ni sei  di d not even con-
f  

cer n t hemsel ves about t hi ngs of t hi s nat ur e, '¿hey di d not worry 

about dual  c i t i zens dp or t hei r uncer t ai n st at us i n t hi s count r y. 

Because t hei r i nterr-  t ver di r ect ed towards the more super f i c i al  

t hi ngs. Many of the ni sei  went to J apan af t er they not out of 

col l ege because of the nos i bl e economi c oppor uni t i es . Many ni sei 

s t i l l  t hi nk that t hey may have to m b ck to J apan af t er the war 

because thi n s wi l l  be too tough f or t hen. I have dual  c i t i zenshi p 

mysel f but I t ol d my dad to cut i t of f as I never i nt ended t o /to to 

J apan. I never di d pr ess the po nt too much. I he r eason I di dn't 

want to ever go to J apan was because I heard of t e pover t y and the 

l ow st andar ds of l i v i ng over t her e. I t was a si n of l azi ness .mi dh 

i s the r eason I s t i l l  have dual  c i t i zenshi p and I di d not l i ve up 

t o ny esponsi bi l i t i es i n that r esnect « I n ver consi der ed $y ;el f 

a J apanese subj ect because xy sent i ment s were f ar way from the 

J apanese i deas. 

"I f i gur ed I was a hel l uva l ot bet t er Amer i can t han a l ot of 

the Amer i cans. I f el t that I was l i v i ng up to iaore of my r esponsi -

bi l i t i es of an Amer i can than many of the Caucasi an. X was aware of 

the Spani sh c i v i l  war and I thought t hat the Franco**suppo t er s i n 

t hi s count r y wer e t r ai t or s to democr- cy. 1" was wr i t in-  smal l  ar t i -

cl es i n the J apanese 1* nrua>~e papaer s at that t i ê so I wr ote some 
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ar t i c l es agai nst f r anco« I was al so agai nst t hi s coun ry sendi ng 

any scr ap i r on to J apan and I st ood i n t he pi cket l i ne down by the 

wat er f r ont t o si  ni f y ny bel i ef s , I coul dn't be too act i ve tin po-

l i t i c al  af f ai r s because of ny work. The most I coul d do was to 

stand i n s ver 1 pi cket l i nes on embargo to tfrnnoo Spa ton and ml l i -

t ar i  t i c J apan. I al r o at t ended o few mass meet i ngs on t hi s quest -

i on tut the gener al  Amer i can publ i c /as too ap the t i c to take much 

of an i nt er est . Ther e was even a smal l er r ewt at age of ni sei  i nt er -

est ed i n these t hi ngs. Ther e was a ni sei  i n Seat t l e who was ver y 

pr o- mi l i t ar i st and he put out a r abi d newspaper and t r i ed to bl ack 

bal l  al l  of t e l i ber al  ni sei  i n the J apanese communi ty. My f at her 

di d not know about my ac t i v i t i es . He sor t of sensed i t from my ni sei 

and Caucasi an f r i ends. He thought that al l  ni sei  were t ur ni n Commu-

nl r t s . The trutfr was t hat the ni sei  at that t i  e were very conser -

vat i ve � 

"The I ssei ar c much more po l i t i c l l y mi nded i n that they are 

def i ni t el y pro- J ap- n whereas the ni sei  were i n a muddl e. The ni sei 

we e apat het i c and al l  of t hei r opi ni ons were deci ded f or thorn by 

t hei r p; r ent s. The i ssei  par ent s road r eact i onar y J apane: e papers 

and magazi nes and they even tol d t ol d t hei r sons how to vote i n the 

el ec t i ons. The ni sei  had no opi ni ons at al l  and t hey al l  stayed 

Republ i cans j ust because a few of the ni sei  bi g shots thought they 

were Republ i cans. The cannery ufl ion oven was cont r ol l ed by the 

J  j ane e i i ssoci at i on and onl y a few members of i t were pr ogr essi ve, 

"The .ni sei  wer e l  i t er stod onl y i n smal l  hi nge and the camp 

l i f e was the pe 1: of t hat they wantedr - dances and spor t s. Most of 

the ni sei  st udent s were chi l dr en of smal l  i ssei  busi ness men and a 

ver y few of th: m wer e pr ol et ar i an. That i s why the bul k of the ni sei 

vot e 
were so conser vat i ve, I st ar t ed to when I was '¿1 and I usual l y 
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voted the Democrat i c t i c ket , The st at e of shi i gton was )emoc r at i o 

and i t was l i ber 1 i n many wosy. I t got most of i t ; re-  ct i onar y 

i deas t hr u Cal i f or ni a. 

" I was i n col l o e at the t i ne the war br oke out and I managed 

to f i ni sh the quar t er out . J ust bef or e the war , I was st i l l  i n the 

st udent phase of my l i f< , al t ho i t was get t i ng c l ear er to me that war 

was comi \ g. I di d not t hi nk i t woul d bre? k so soon. y f at her was 

const ant l y nayi n that there woul d be no war beoause al l  of the 

J apanese prop-  genua was s yi n;; t hat . I t hi nk that i s one of the 

r easons why the i ssei  were so ast oni shed that Pear l  Har bor because 

t i e/ had been t wal l ov/i ng the J apanes propaganda whi ch was even ore 

emphasi zed than t he Amer i can. I was ment al l y l azy i  nd I coul d not 

pi ct ur e what I woul d do i n the event t hat was ever came. u y t hat 

t ime j l  was a r abi d hot j az< fan because of my school  as; oc i at i ons 

and my f r i ends i n t hi s group wer e apar t from my pol i t i cal  f r i ends. I 

was i n a g- oup of about f i ve Caucasi ans and our pr i mar y i nt er est s 

was i n l i st eni ng to j am sessi ons, r one of my f r i ends i n the j  ur nal -

i sm group were al so i n t hi s j azz gr oup. I worked ni hts and dur i ng 

the day I went to school  so t hat I di d not get to see my f r i ends too 

much. My onl y f r ee day was Thur sday and I went around wi t h a gang 

t hen. e had an or gani zed group t o l i st en to hot musi c on i undny 

af t er noons but I had to work so I coul d not go t o t hat . 

"I di d not do too wel l  i n my st udi es at col l ege al t ho : ngl i sh, 

co ¡posi t i on, J o r nal i sm and pol i t i c al  scl once were f ai r . I was i n-

t er est ed i n t hese cour ses so 1 was abl e t o do a l i t t l e bet t er i n i t . 

On the whol e, my gr ades wer e not too good. I l i ked the col l ege l i f e 

bee- use i t was a good t i me and i t pr ovi ded a ;ood escape from the 

r est aur ant work. It al so eased no up soc i al l y .  ̂ I di d not hav any 

p l ans for the f ut ur e but i t pr obsbl y woul d have been i nevi t abl e teast 



t hat  I  woul d have to take over my dad's re? t aur ant I n spi t e o f  the 

fact that I  sai d that I  woul d never do i t , I  knew that ther e was 

not  much chance f or a ni sei  to have a j our nal i st i c car eer .  ̂ I  was 

more i nt er est ed i n c r i t i c al  wr i t i ng anyway. I was f ai nt l y bi t t er 

about my br ot her 's super i or t al ent but that passed year s ago. I 

guess what I wanted t hen i s whi t I w- nt now: something that woul d 

tttl l ze what t al ent s I have i n wr i t i ng even i f i t i s onl y a re- wjfrlte 

� i: n on a newspaper . I was not t hi nki n of n rri -  ge then bee,� use of 

my l ack of economi c secur i t y. i - onet. es 1 hope that the r est aur ant 

woul d fol d up so I  coul d get j oi ng on my own and not be t i ed to t hi s 

r esponsi bi l i t y« I f i gur ed that i f I st ayed i n ¿eat t l e, I woul d have 

to go work on a J apanese newspaper i f I went i nt o j  ur nal i sm. I di d 

not see how I coul d get away from t he J apanese communi ty so t hi ngs 

were pr et t y much mi xed up f or me. 

'The pr oppeots f or the ni sei  future i n eat t l e wer e very smal l . 

Ther e as a smal l  nucl eus o f  ni sei  who wer e consci ous o f  what the 

r ol e of the uni ons coul d me n f o r  them and they h d a f ai r l y good 

per spect i ve of the power of an or gani zed gr oup. Vhe le? der shi p was 

good and he 10 was on th' r i se. But , i t was a hard st r uggl e to 

get the maj or i t y of the c-  nnery workers to acce t th< uni on i dea. 

I t was the same way about ot her l i ber al  movements. The ni sei  seemed 

t o be way behi nd the move ever y t i me.> Ther e were many col l ege ni sei 

st udent s n̂d they di dn't know what they coul d do ei t 'i e They t al ked 

about goi n to J ap, n f or conomi c op or t uni t y but very few ever went , 

'ost of them stayed behi nd and di d neani 1 j obs or el se shi f t ed to 

Los n̂gel es. For exampl e, I knew of a ni sei  phar maci st who was work-

i ng as a house boy i n eat t l e bee use he coul- J  not get anythi ng i n hi s 

l i ne. Ther e were many, many cases of t hi s sor t i n al l  of t ie J apan-

ese conmuni t i f s al ong the coast . I t was get t i ng to be a gr eat 
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pr o bl em j us t  bef o r e t he war , and t i e n i s e i  wer e t a l k i n about  i t  a 

l o t . 

"J AG! ! bef or e the war , was a ver y f̂ i ocuous r r oup and not so-

c i al l y consci ous at n i l . I t su por t ed t he epubl l ot ns f or al l  of 

t he el ec t i ons as i t was st r ongl y i dent i f i ed wi t h the K publ i can i deas 

of the n ddl e l ass gr oup, ¿ l ar nee nr ai was on t he J X si de i n t he 

Uni on di sput e and he si ded i t h Dave Beck who bel i eved i n ftoon tac-

t i c s . r ai  was an ul t r - co ser vat i ve end he toèd Amer i can Legi on 

l i ne and ho was one o the st r ong voi ces of t he J  CI . Vhe l i ber al  

ni sei  coul d not uo much agai nst t i s conser vat i ve gr oup because t hey 

wer e out number ed. The J  01 pl ayed t he mi ddl e of the 1 ne on al l  the 

po l i t i c al  i ssues. I don't know too much about the J  as I di d not 

k sow ver y many of t he members. I f el t i t was no good so I made no 

at tempt to j oi n i t and wor k t owar ds a r ef or m. 

"At that t i me I  was I nt endi ng to go on to êt my degr ee and I  

W! s al so t hi nki ng of chanc i ng my maj or to s me t hi ne raorr pr ac t i cal  

l i ke Kn&Li sh or po l i t i c al  c i ence. bef or e I went to c ol l ege, I was 

not not i ceabl e at al l  and I wasn' t sur e of my el f i n publ i c . I di d 

not get my poi se i n f eei ng a publ i c unt i l  l at er . I di d not even f eel  

at ease i n an i nf or mal  soc i al  c r oup. Col l e e br ought me out a l ot 

l or e, but I was not except i onr l l y e ^r e s s i v e . I t was di f f i c ul t f or 

me to b come i  t eese wi t h peopl e I  met t hr u riy br ot her because J  f el t 

obl i gat ed to r eact i  i  a way t hat as aooe tod t o them. I suppose I  

f el t i  i f er i or to them. On t he whol e, i t wai not a ver y sat i s f y i ng 

l i f e for me to ;o al onr : t hat l i ne, but i t di d not bot er me ment al l y 

t oo much. I  di d l ot f eel  too g f r ust r at ed af t er I st ar t ed c ol l ege; 

i n f ac t , I had v i s i ons t hat I was f r ee at l ast to pur sue my ai ms 

event ual l y» 

y f ami l y l i f e r ot c al mer  as I  got o l  or and I  d i d not  ê t  i n t o 
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f i gh t s wi t h t he ol d nan o f t en . a s t i l l  i ad ar gument s o c c as i o nal l y 

when we wer e wor k i ng i n t he r es t ur ant  but  t hey were not  as b i t t e r  as 

bef or e. I was on t he worst terms wi t h my i Vt her t han anyone el se i n 

the fami l y and my ol d l ady bawl ed me out a l ot f or t hat , The t r oubl e 

was that I had to be wi t h hi m the most and my si st er s di d not ar gue 

wi t h d- :d so much or to st and up f or t hei r r i ght s. Dad expected ne 

to shoul der most of the f mi l y r esponsi bi l i t i es . Most l y 1 took over 

the posi t i on of the ol dest son i n the f ami l y si nce iy br ot her was 

not physi cal l y f i t to assume these dut i es, 

"!"y dad con i nued to be ver y pro- J apan and i t i r r i t at ed me t o 

hear hi m t el l  in hi s f r i ends about hi s convi ct i ons, but I woul d not 

say anyt hi ng be cr use i t woul d onl y cause a f l ar e- up. By t i s t i me I 

was compl etel y i ndependent of hi m anyway, except f i nanc i  l l y . I had 

done al l  of my own thi - i king f or the past few year s. I t agi t at ed me 

to hear dad*s bi ased pol i t i cal  opi ni ons, or f or hi m to ar gue so 

st ubbor nl y wi t h my mot her , but I di d not say too much as I knew t hat 

iw woul d be usel  ss. I made al l  of my deoi i i ons by mysel f anyway 

and my f at her i nf l uenced e ver y l i t t l e. I n maki ng f ami l y dec i si ons 

on i mpor tant i ssues, the r est of us got more of an e ual  voi ce as 

we got ol der . I got al ong wel l  wi t h my br ot her s and si  t er s si noe 

we al l  l ed our o n l i ves , v.© put up a sol i d f r ont to the eut 4̂f i ers 

and even my ol der brother. assumed hi s share i hen that happ ned. He 

woul d run al l  arouni to see i mpor tant peopl e when the r est aur ant was 

condemned for s ni t ar y r easons and t hi ngs l i ke that» The fact t hat 

we were al l  wi l l i n to do our par t i n the r est aur ant r ef l ect ed our 

f ami l y sol i dar i t y . None of ua have ever r ebel l ed t o the poi nt where 

we fi r ur ed we had to l e ve home pern nent l y. 

fTI l ud been out l at e on - at ur day ni ght , Dec. 6, on a sor t of a 

ben er , so I w s 1 i  bed unt i l  Z t he no t day . ' I usual l y l i st en to 
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go l i st en to the r adi o, my si st er came i n and tol d me about the war « 

I t  was qui t e a sur pr i se as I  di dn' t expect i t then because Nomura 

and Kur usu ware er e on a peac e mi ssi on. Pear l  Har bor seemrd t o be 

a f i gment out of y dad's i magi nat i ve mi nd. Obvi ousl y we* were 

caught wi t h out-  pant s down. I t wasn' t  a st ab i n the back: because i t  

was ar . But I , al ong wi t h al l  the ot her Ame l eans, wer e caught 

unawar e. I di d not appr ve compl et el y of t hi s count r y's f or ei gn 

pol i cy. The U.f . had been nur sui n a i;*orei  n pol i cy rhioh was det r i -

ment 1 to t h i s count ry such as expand upon I pai n, ¿- anchuria and 

r endi ng scr ap i r on to J apan. Ther e was no denyi ng t hat i t //as qui t e 

a shock when the br at  k di d come. p o l i c y of the Uni t ed t at es 

a ease l ent appr oach had been t o divefct t he axi towards i .us; l a but 

the vhol e t hi n » backf i r ed whi ch r ave th< Nazi s exact l y what they 

want ed, ' e di d not have a def i ni t e f or i  en * po l i c y f or hi  m ?md we 

h d been sendi ng scr ap i r on to J apan r i ght al ong. e gave ver bal  

sy l pathy to Spai n but never t hel ess we put up an embargo and ai ded 

Fr? nco. e took up ac t i on ag i nst those who fought f or the l oyal i st 

cause. Al l  of t ies t hi ggs made me bel i eve that the r ul i ng powers 

among the al l i ed nat i ons were not i nt er est ed i n pr ot ect i n-  a genui ne 

�>eopl efe government , but the si t uat i on was cont r ol l ed by sel f i sh eco-

nom c i nt er est s. I n the l i ght of ther e t hi ngs, I had expect ed t hi s 

country to event ual l y be i nvol ved i n the war . f t o r  nr l and, 

Russi a and Gene, ly got i n, i t made i t l ogl oal  t hat we woul d al so be 

i n i t sooner or l i t er . J  rson-  i l y , ei ng ,h/t I am,�not compl et el y 

wi t hout sent i ment* 1 t i es to J apan and i t s cul tur e�»the onl y hope I 

had was th t there woul d never be a f r i c t i on between the two coun-

tr i es because I knew that we woul d be i n a ver y tough si t u t l on once 

such thl  igr. happene . e r l  l iar or was a ni htr ; r e come 
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"I det es t ed the peopl e who s ubs c r i bed t o t he ways of mi l i t a r y 

J apan, bot h i n my home and i n my o t her  per s onal  r el a t l o ns h i p . I  

c o u l dn ' t  s t and the f i l i al  < ut ho r i t y pat t er ned af t er the J apanese 

mi l i t ar y pat t er n . I t  was pr et t y ugl y whenever  i t di d mani f es t  i t -

sel f . I had f©ught l i l cc hel l  to smash t hi s nor t of t hi ng Tor a l ong 

t i me. My dad must have had a gr eat doal  of pr i de i n t he way the 

J apanese opened the at t ack on Pear l  Har bor but ho knew that he was 

i n a hel l uva f i x si nce he was i n t hi s count r y. Al t er that he went 

easi er on hi s soundi ng of f .A l l  of the pro- J apan i ssei  l ai d l o// af t er 

t hat . l Tany of them began to yel l  how l oyal  they wero to t hi s coun-

t r y but i t was pr et t y i nsi ncer e. Thi s at t i t ude was pr et t y ge ier: 1 

among tho i ssei  and j ust befor e the war t hey had hol d many sc si ons 

di scussi n J apan's i nv i nc i bi l i t y anon the wor l d power s. I can't 

exact l y sxpl f i n hy t he appar mt har ai i f i î ssei  had di st or t ed 

fan: t i c i deas when i t came to J apan's mi l i t ar y power s. I t mast have 

been some sor t of sub- con cl ous r ef l ec t i on of t hei r per sonal  desi r es 

whi ch had beon thwar ted I n t hi s count ry due to di scr i mi nat i on and 

pr ej udi ce agai nst them by I nt ol er ant Amer i cans. Basi c l l y they were 

l o y al  to t hi s count r y i n t hei r way but th y nev r had much of  : 

chance to show i t . 

Regar dl ess of tho pol i t i c al  condi t i on of any ni sei , we .11 went 

thr u a shock phase of our l i ves, rone busy- body ol d bast ar d stopped 

me on the st r eet that eveni ng to as c mo what I thought about i t now. 

*"y r eact i on was ut t r r i ndi gn t i on but I di d not act up n i t . I t \  

essent i al l y t r ue that I was compl etel y I dent i f i ed to the Uni t ed 

st at es mora than ev r  be for > but when the super - pat r i ot s st uck t hei r 

noses i n end .t r i ed to br i ng the bl  me of the a r  on to me, that sor t 

o f  t l i ng r nger ed ne. I di d not see why they shoul d t r y to bl ame irr 

f o r  J ear l  Har bor  j ust because I l ad a J apanese f r ee . I t hi nk ¡any 



Amer l oans had t h i s pdt t t M p at r o n i z i n g at t i t ude when t hoy s owed 

sympat hy t owar ds .i sei  a f t e r  t he war  br oke o ut . 

n I  went  to work as uaual  thot n i gh t  but  I  was a l i t t l e appr o«» 

heno i v e. I n the book of ly n i dnd t er a was a t hought  t hat  uys woul d 

t hr ow r ocks at o ur  r est i  urant v; I i d or/ and cause t her  des t r uc t i o n , 

l owever , not hi ng o f  that nat ur e di d happen. -  bunch o f  youu u & 

di d cone i n l at e t hat ni ght and I  sensed t hei r u ;l y t one o f  voi ces. 

I st ar t ed to expl ai n the ni sei  si t uat i on and i t d i dnH take too l ong 

t o convi nce them that I was an Amer i can bcoi  use I s a i d the super f i -

oi al  t hi ngs l i ke � e've got to beat the hel l  of the J r s f o r  t hi s 

t r eacher ous at t ack«1 nat ur al l y I was on sor t cf edge al l  veni re 

and I  was i n a r aw st at e of  f eel i ng and a l i t t l e J umpy. I  t r i ed t o 

keep cont r ol  as nuoh ar possi bl e but i t  .- as irrtx r̂- ible to be per-

f ect l y cal m» 

"I had advocat ed car t ai n pol i t i cal  convi ct i ons befor e the War 

whi ch was i n l i ne wi t h the i>emooratl o pr i nc i pl es and the Caucasi an 

f r i ends of my gxpup went out of til  way to be unusual l y consi der eta 

of my f eel i ngs. They even came over t< the re; t aur ant that very 

ni ght to t el l  me how thoy f el t about my : »00 i t i on. Uhr.t ni ght I wai , 

oi ng home ver y l at e and tho bus happened to be crowded a l i t t l e 

bi t . u dr unc guy got on tho bus af t er me so I movo< >v r � l i t t l e 

to make room f or hi m. lie I nt er pr et ed t hi s as bei ng du< to f ear 

of hi m so he st ar t ed cal l i ng me a spy and mumbl i ng somethi ng about 

J ap shoul d be thrown out and drowned i n Lake ashi i gton, I di d not 

make an i ssue of i t at al l . The at t i t ude of the peopl e i n th bus 

f howad t hat they di sap roved of tho drunk so I f» l t bet t er and more 

conf i dent that t he fai r mi nded opi ni o woul d pr evai l  i n spi t e of what 

happened i n the Pac i f i c war f ar e. 



'The ve y next  ni ght  I  dec i ded t o wal k home. A coupl e of  cheap 

l ook i ng women wer e s t andi ng out  on i he s t r eet s and when t hey no t i c ed 

me, t hey s t ar t ed t o f o l l o w and y e l l  'J apf t  at  me. I  t hought  t hey 

made mor e o f  a f oo l  out  o f  t hemsel ves r at her  t han hur t  my f ee l i ngs 

any . I  v/as bur nt  up i ns i de because my f ee l i ngs ar e ver y i nt o l er ant  

about  peopl e l i k e t hat  but  I  di d not  say an y t h i n t o t hem. A f t e r  

t hat  t her e wer e no mor e i nc i dent s end l i f e qu i c k l y went  bock t o a 

mor e nor mal  r out i ne al t ho t he t ens enes s o f  t he war  at mospher e con-

t i nued t o be i n t he a i r . Ther e wer e many bat t l ed bei ng f ou ht  i n 

t he Sout h P ac i f i c and one coul d not  c l os e o n e ' s eyes t o t hes eev ent s 

whi ch r ¡eant  a pr o f ound change t o t h i s c ount r y . I  t hought  about  what  

was go i ng t o happen but  I  c o u l dn ' t  f i gur e out  any o f  t he ans wer s . 

I  h d a vague f eel i ng t hr t  per haps a l l  bbl e- bodi os men woul d sudden-

l y be d r a f t ed . I  t hi nk t her e was a gr eat  dea l  o f  t h i s an t i c i pat i o n 

among t he n i s e i  f e l l o ws as t hey f e l t  t hat  such an event  woul d l i f t  

t he f i nger  of  s us p i c i o n f r om t hem and t hey woul d be ac c ept ed l i k e 

a y o t her  Amer i c an. I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o say exac t l y what  t he gener al  

f ee l i ng among t he n i s e i  was dur i ng t he mont h or  so a f t er  t he out -

br eak of  t he war . "any o f  t he n i s e i  went  ar ound i n a daze and t hey 

expec t ed al most  any t h i ng. The t h i ng t hat  was pec u l i a r  t o me was 

t hat  some n i s e i  ac t ual l y f e l t  gu i l t y about  t he war  j us t  because t hey 

wer e o f  J ap nese anc es t r y . On t he o t her  hand, t her e wer e many o f  

t he J ACL t ype who had f or mer l y been i n t he mi ddl e, and who now sud-

denl y began t o say super - p; t r i o t i c t h i ngs i n o r der  t o emphas i ze t he 

f ac t  t hat  t hey wer e Amer i cans t oo . Whenever  I  saw t  l i s t ype of  

t h i ng , i t  seemed t o f a l l  a l i t t l e f l a t , and not  qui t e s i nc er e . I  

suppose most  of  t he n i s e i  wer e a l i t t l e c onf us ed l i k e I  was , a l t ho 

t hey 1r e wer e s t i l l  a gr eat  number  who went  al ong o l d pat hs wi t hout  

r ec o gn i z i ng t hat  t hey wer e ef f ec t ed a l s o . I  do n ' t  know whf ct her  t hat  



was an e f f o r t  t o c l ose out  t he r ea l i t y o f  t he s i t uat i o n find esoape 

t hes e t r o ubl i ng t hought s . I  t h i nk t hat  most  o f  t he n i s e i  wer e l o y al  

enough i n t h e i r  way and I  t h i nk t  at  i f  t hey h i d been c al l ed by t he 

Ar my t hen, t hey woul d have r esponded even mor e f av o r abl y t han t he 
(ft* 

peopl e o f  Hawai i  d i d dur i ng t he gener al  r eg i r a t i o n o f  l as t  -  ebr uar y . 

The l o nger  t hey had t o wai t  ar ound, t he mor e c onf us i ng t h i ngs got  

f o r  t hem and t hey wer e not  so sur e by t hat  t i me t hat  t h i s count r y had 

a p l ac e l o r  t hem, ac t ua l l y you o nn ' t  bl ame t hem t oo much bec ause 

t hey wer e a p r et t y young gr oup and t hey wer  get t i ng a pr eponder ance 

o f  t he i s s e i  po i nt  o f  v i ew. They wer e awur e of  t he f ac t  t hat  t he 

Amer i c an publ i c as a whol e i den t i f i ed t hem f i r s t  as J apanese and 

secondl y as c i t i z en s i f  t hey went  t hat  f a r . The J apanes e communi t y 

i n Seat t l e r emai ned i n a s o r t  o f  t ens e s i t uat i o n al t ho i t  was not  

v i s i b l e on t h s ur f ac e. L i f e c ont i nued t o go on but  I  coul d see 

t hat  gr ave changes wer e s l owl y oc c ur r i ng and t he ev ac uat i on was a 

sudden er upt i o n o f  t he who l e mes s . I t  s t ar t ed out  v/i t h t he i nt er n-

ment  o f  t he f i r s t  i s s e i  by t he F BI  i mmedi at el y a f t e r  P ear l  Har bo r . 

I  suppose i t  was a sor t  o f  f ea r  whi c h went  al ong wi t h t h i s whol e 

t h i ng . Peopl e d i d n ' t  know what  was go i ng t o happen n ex t . 

My l i f e was a l s o af f ec t ed but  not  t oo d r as t i c a l l y . A f t er  t he 

quar t er  ended at  t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Was hi ngt on, I  dr opped out  of  

s c hoo l . I n my c o l l ege c l as s es t her e was no i nc i dent s at  a l l  whi ch 

made t h i ngs ver y d i f f e r en t . I  dr opped out  i n Mar ch because by t hat  

t i me � v aouat i on was pr et t y c er t s i n f o r  ev er y body . The l as t  t h i ng I  

d i d on t he campus was t o wr i t e an ed i t o r i a l  f o r  t he school  paper . 

I n gener a l , i t  was p r et t y qui et  at  schoo l  a l l  t he t i me a f t er  t he 

f i r s t  exc i t ement . Most  of  t he n i s e i  had dr opped out  by t he t i me I  

d i d . The s t udent  body r ec ei v ed my ed i t o r i a l  ver y f av o r abl y . 

(At t ached E d i t o r i a l , U . o f  W. Da i l y , Mar ch 6, 1942) 
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I t* ev ac uat i on i s a must  i n nn Tknimpeded war - ef f or t  sot - up, I  

do n ' t  see how anyone wi t h t he awar enes s o f  what  we ar e f i gh t i ng 

f o r  oan Vie agai ns t  i t . Co ns i der i ng t he sudden upr oo t i ng and baok-

s t r a i n i ng t hat  ar o c er t a i n l y i n s t o r e f o r  t he evacuee: , t he i r  

r es p o n s i b i l i t i es wi l l  denand of  t hen a t oughnes s o f  f i b r e t emper ed 

onl y by a I o n v i ew o f  t he deal  a l l o t t ed t hem. T h i s i s how t he 

evaou e wi l l  f ee l  i f he s ees our  war  e f f o r t  as one t o pr es er ve what  

t he Ax i s nat i o ns have been s y s t emat i c al l y br eak i ng down: r ac i a l  and 

r e l i g i o us t o l er ano e, t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t eg r i t y , f r eedom of s peec h, 

pr es s and r ad i o , l ab o r ' s r i ght  t o o r gan i ze, e t c . 

J ut  t he evacuee has r i gh t s . hat  he demands of  t hos e who r e-

mai n i s fcHat h i s ev ac uat i on wi l l  ser ve t he pur por e i nt ended. Lome 

of  t he c l amor  f o r  a mass exodus comes f r om t hose who hope t o ga i n 

f r om t he evacuees* l o s s es . Ot her n ar e i mpel l ed by r ac i a l  r eas o ns . 

T h i s bus i ness - and- pr o J udi ce- as - usual  set - up has no pi  oe i n our  war  

e f f o r t . 

Di s c r i mi nat e ev ac uat i o n, d i f f i c u l t  at  t i n e , seems har dl y 

po s s i b l e t oday , bu t , at  t he l eas t , keen i t  i n y our  mi nd: t he o l d 

wor l d r o f ugee i s her o not  f o r  t he l ove of  Hi t l e r ; some o f  t hem have 

f ought  t h i s bat t l e as f a r  baok as f cpai n when some of  t he f i ne and 

c ur r ent  "p a t r i o t s " wont  beyond wor ds t o a i d H i t l e r ' s � pani s h yes -

man, f r anc o ; and t her e ar e among us t hose who f o r  y ear s knew who 

wer e t ur n i ng deaf  ear s t o demand f i a t  t he f l ow of  s c r ap 1: on t o 

J ap n be s t opped. 

But  t he t i me f o r  r epr oach and s et t l i ng s c o r es went  wi t h t he 

f i r s t  weeks a f t e r  December  7. A l l  out  f o r  def ens e i s t he o r der  o f  

t he day . Whet her  t he i r  f ami l y t r ees r eac ) bt  ok t o Benedi o t  / «mo l d 
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o r  to t he ToIcu ĝwqs, f i f t h c o l umni s t s must  be wee ei  o ut . Ci t i zens 

who put  def ens e second e f t e r  t h e i r  pocket books or  t he i r  p o l i t i c a l  

ends shoul d be handed a J o l t . That t hey r e i n Congr ess f r om Texas 

shoul d not  mean i mmuni t y . They l i ne up f o r  def ens e or  e l s e . . . 

The evacuee l eav es hopi ng t h 1 somet hi ng l i k e t h i s I s i n t he 

mi f l ds o f  a l l . � �D#M. 

�Un i v er s i t y of  !7a3hi net on Da i l y 
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" I n ray ed i t o r i a l , a t  t hat  t i me, I  t r i ed t o s t r es s t he po i nt  

t hat  t he evac uees wer e not  t oo ext r emel y b i t t er  about  t he sudden 

upr o o t i ng o f  t he i r  homes. I  at t empt ed t o po i nt  hut , however , t hat  

t he evac uees had c er t a i n r i gh t s as Amer i c an c i t i z e n s , a l t ho I  r e-

c ogni zed t>iat  s pec i a l  i nt er s : t s wer e t he mo t i v at i ng f o r c es . Ther e-

f o r e t he c h i ef  po i nt  I  made was t hat  t he pur pose o f  t he ev ac uat i on 

was bec ause i t  was an al l - out  f o r  def ens e ef f o r t  and t he evacuees 

wer e l eav i ng wi t h t h i s i n t he i r  mi nds as t h e i r  c o nt r i but i o n t o t he 

nat i o na l  s ec ur i t y . I  have changed my mi nd a l i t t l e b i t  s i nc e t hen, 

al t ho I  ho l d j us t  about  t he same i d ea l . I  know f eel  t hat  t he s e l f i s h 

i n t er es t s wi t h i n t h i s count r y wer e much s t r onger  t han what  I  had 

f i gur ed and i t  was t hr u t hei r  emot i onal  c l amor i ng t hat  t he ür my 

ar r i v ed at  t he dec i s i o n t hat  ev ac uat i on was a mi l i t a r y nec es s i t y . 

However , i t  i s a l l  passed now and t he f ut ur e wi l l  t e l l  whet her  i t  i s 

go i ng t o be a bl o t  upon our  nat i o nal  r ec o r d or  whet her  i t  r ea l l y was 

a humane and democr at i c move. I  r at her  suspec t  t hat  t he s e l f i s h 

i n t er es t s ar e go i ng t o got  f u l l y exposed l a t e r  as t he F as c i s t s t hat  

t hey o r e. 

"Thr oughout  t h i s per i o d t her e wer e not  t oo many c hanges i n t he 

f ami l y r e l at i o ns h i p a l t ho I  had t o assume mor e and mor e o f  t he r es-

p o n s i b i l i t i e s and t o t ak e car e o f  t he f i n a l  bus i nes s set t l ement s and 

pr oper t y d i s p o s i t i o n . I  r an a l l  ar ound Seat t l e t r y i ng t o f i nd out  

t he l at es t  devel opment s and o r der  i n o r der  t o get  my d ad ' s bus i nes s 

s et t l ed s a t i s f ac t o r i l y . I  had t o go t o t he pr oper t y agent s t o get  

t he management  o f  our  house f i xed up. Our  house was i n my name and 

we wer e s t i l l  mak i ng payment s on i t . We had a l ong d i s c us s i o n as t o 

whet her  we shoul d s e l l  out  o r  no t . At  t hat  t i me we s t i l l  had t he 

f eel i ng t hat  we woul d r et ur n soon and t her ef o r e i t  was b< st  t o hang 

on t o o ur  ho us e. I  ar r anged t o r  nt  i t  out  t o a s hi pyar d wor k er  and 
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now he has r i oved o ut . The f i r s t  t enant  wal ked o f f  wi t h our  r adi o 

and much of  t he f ur n i t ur e i s now mi s s i ng. The p l ac e i s go i ng t o t he 

dogs and i t  i s a hel l uv a mes s . We ar e s t i l l  mak i ng payment s on t he 

pl  ce but  i t  cones out  of  t he r ent  and we h ve a l i t t l e l e f t  o v er . 

I  asked t he ,r.'RA pr oper t y dept  r t r aent  t o l ook f t e r  t he house when I  

was i n Mi ni doka and now he want s ne t o g i v e r s f po wer  of  at t o r ney so 

t hat  he can s a t i s f ac t o r i l y l ook a f t e r  ny i n t er es t s . 

nWe di d not  f i n i s h s et t l i ng t he r es t aur ant  bus i nes s so t hat  we 

l e f t  i t . "Te s o l d sone of  t he f i x t u r es but  most  o f  i t  was a l o s s . 

My ol d man f e l t  p r et t y badl y about  t h i s l o s s but  we coul d not  do 

any t hi ng about  i t . On t op o f  t hat  we had a new 1942 car  and we had 

t o s e l l  i t  at  a p r i c e c heaper  t han t he pr  v a i l i n g mar ket  pr i c e at  

t hat  t i ne because of  t he has t e o f  depar t ur e. 

"Wi t h a l l  o f  t hes e wo r r i es f ac i ng me, educ at i on was not  i mpor -

t ant  t o me any l o nger  and t hi n s wer e t oo unc er t a i n at  t hat  t i me f o r  

me t o s i t  back and mul l  over  t he l o s s o f  my educ at i o n . I  mi ssed 

school  now and t hen at  t hat  t i me but  t h e r  was no t h i ng I  coul d do 

about  i t . Ther e wer e t oo many i mpor t ant  t h i ngs happeni ng t o t - i nk 

about  ny per s onal  educ at i o n . ?,?y mi nd about  he ev ac uat i on begi n t o 

change a f t e r  I  l e f t  s choo l  and I  f e l t  mor e and mor e t hat  we woul d 

be gone f o r  t he dur at i o n because t he publ i c at t ac k s t hr u t he pr es s 

and r adi o wer e get t i ng mor e and mor e emot i onal . Ther ef o r e I  was 

evac uat ed wi t h t he t hought  t hat  I  woul d be n t he oamp f o r  t he dur -

a t i o n . 

" I  d i d n ' t  want  t o ev ouat e but  i t  was i mpr ac t i c al  f o r  ne t o 

l eave v o l unt ar i l y f o r  t he eas t . One of  my s i s t er s l e f t  bef o r e t he 

r es t r i c t i o ns set  i n , but  s he went  wi t h t he i n t ent i o n of  mar r y i ng 

somebo y i n Chi c ago . I  had t o s t i c k ar ound t he house and t ake car e 

o f  t he f ami l y bus i nes s , ano t her  r eas on why I  di d not  c o ns i der  
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vol unt ar y evacuat i on was t hat I di d not know i f I ooul d get a j ob out 

east even i f I went . 

"7e c ont i nued t o wor k i n t he r es t aur ant  al most  up t o t he day of  

ev ac uat i o n but  we di d not  h? ve any i nc i dent s at  a l l . Our  r egu l ar  

cus t omer s who had come f o r  y ear s c ont i nued t o pat r o n i ze us because 

t hey wer e wel l  r c quai nt ed wi t h us and t hey knew t hat  a gr eat  wr ong 

was bei ng done. I  hear d o f  r umor s o f  F i l i p i n o s beat i ng up some n i s e i  

but  no t h i ng r ea l l y br oke i n Sea t t l e . I  got  most  of  my news about  t he 

J apanes e communi t y f r om t he J apanese Amer i can Co ur i er . 

f I  got  dr unk mor e o f t en a f t e r  Mar ch because I  was out  o f  s choo l  

and I  d i d not  have t o get  up ear l y any mor e t o r ush t o c l as hes . 

T h i nk i ng bac k on i t  now, I  suppose my l i f e was mor e d i s o r gan i zed t han 

what  I  r ea l i zed at  t hat  t i me. My p l ans wer e a l l  upset  and t he l ac k 

o f  my us ua l  s o c i a l  as s o c i at i o ns made me dr i nk mor e t han what  I  had 

been do i ng | )nr eyI ousl y. I t  r ot  t o be a habi t  and a l l  o , t he o l der  

n i s e i  f e l l o ws I  knew wer e do i ng i t . Even t he younger  n i s e i  s t ar t ed 

t o dr i nk because t hey had n o t h i n ; t o do but  s i t  ar ound and . i t  f o r  

t he day of  ev ac uat i o n . I  nev er  r o t  ext r emel y dr unk except  f o r  a f ew 

t i mes . I  r ea l i z e t hat  my o l d r out i ne and a c er t a i n amount  o f  secu-

r i t y was a l l  s ho t , but  I  s t i l l  had as much hope as I  ooul d po s s i b l y 

expec t  f r om t he f ac t  t hat  I  was sur e t he gover nment  woul d di s pos e of  

t he pr obl em f a i r l y and ho nes t l y . I  di d not  t h i nk t he gover nment  

woul d l er v e t he J apanese compl et el y des t i t u t e as t he i r  bus i nes s es 

h?ve been shot  a f t e r  t he war  br oke o ut . I  f e l t  t hat  t he c ons c i enc e 

o f  t he Amer i c an publ i c woul d pr event  such a depl o ab l e s i t uat i o n f r om 

comi ng about . 

" I  d i d f ear  at  t i mes t hat  t he F as c i s t  el ement s mi ght  t ake over  

i nd compl et el y e l i mi nat e t he democ r at i c p r o c es s es . I n t hot  c as e, i t  

woul d have been t oo bad f o r  a l l  o f  us find t hat  i nc l udes t he whi t e 



Amer i oans t o o . I  f e l t  t hat  ev ac uat i o n was not  t he bes t  way of  u t i -

l i z i n g our  t a l ent s f o r  wi nn i ng t he war  as t he day of  ev ac uat i on got  

c l o s er . I  s us pec t ed t hat  t he i >mer i can peopl e who knew about  us onl y 

v aguel y mi ght  der i ve t he o p i n i o n f r om t h i s ev ac uat i on t he conv i  t i o n 

t hat  we wer e a l l  gu i l t y and t her ef o r e r emoved. I  w s never  def l r c t ed 

f r om my o p i n i o ns whi ch I den t i f i ed me wi t h thi  t  par t  o f  pr ogr es s i v e 

Amer i ca wh i c h woul d put  t hr u a r i ght  k i nd of  war , but  I  was a l s o 

c ons c i ous of  t he appeas er s , i s o l a t i o n i s t s , and s el f - i n t er es t s whi c h 

wer e s uppor t i ng t he war  f o r  gr eedy pur po s es . I  coul d not  i dent i f y 

mys el f  at  a l l  wi t h t h i s par t  o f  Amer i c a. 

"The Amer i can pub l i c was emot i onal l y ar oused dur i ng t h i s t i me. 

Oc c as i o nal l y I  woul d go t o a t heat r e and whenever  t he Am r i c an f l ag 

app ar ed I  coul d have appr ec i at ed i t  i f  t her e wer e a spont : neous 

app l aus e. But  somehow I  c oul d not  c l ap my s el f . I  al ways suspec t ed 

t hat  t h i s was a s u p er f i c i a l  way o f  showi ng pat r i o t i s m. The nat ur e o f  

a l l  t he news r eel s at  t hat  t i ne , and even now, wer e o f  t h i s s uper f i -

c i a l  t ype and I  c o u l dn ' t  wor k up any ent hus i as m f o r  t hat . I t  was a 

t r i a l  t o s i t  t hr u t hose news r eel s . None of  t h i s coul d be i nt er pr e-

t ed as comi ng f r om a per s onal  sec r et  admi r at i on f o r  J apan as I  wcul d 

have been j us t  as di s gus t ed over  a J apanes e nc ws r eel  pr esent ed i n 

t he same way . 

"The way I  l ooked pon t h i ngs , I  d i d not  par t i c u l ar l y f ee l  mor e 

c l o s el y i den t i f i ed wi t h a J apanese mi no r i t y . I t  was a b i gger  

t h i ng t han t hat  and I  d i d not  l ook upon i t  en t i r e l y as a mat t er  o f  

r ace d i s c r i mi nat i o n . I  knew t hat  I  woul d be caved i n wi t h a l o t  o f  

J apanes e, but  my i dent i t y was mor e t han ev er  wi t h t he vas t  maj o r i t y 

o f  t he Amer i c an peopl e who as p i r ed f o r  t he r ea l  def eat  of  F a? c i s m 

a l l  over  t he wo r l d . I  suppose I  t hought  o f  v o l unt eer i ng t o t he ¿r ray 

a f ew t i mes but  I  was a 4- F and t he bus i nes s of  ev ac uat i on kept  me 
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t oo busy t o t h i nk - bout  i t  much. 

" I  had no r epugnance t owar d t he J apanese communi t y ; I  l a t er  got  

c l o s er  t o t hem by t he mer e f ac t  t hat  I  was as s o c i at ed i n camp wi t h 

so many J apanes e. I  was wi l l i n g t o accept  what  t he Wes t er n B f ens e 

Command s ai d about  mi l i t a r y nec es s i t y , al t ho I  f e l t  i t  mi ght  have 

been onl y a p o l i t i c a l  nec es s i t y . I  r ea l i s d i t  was i mposs i bl e t o 

weed out  t he d i s l o y a l  f r om t he l o y al  J apanes e, but  I  d i d f ee l  t hat  

t he n i s e i  shoul d have been kept  out  o f  t he camp. I  a l s o f e l t  t hat  

t he Ar my shoul d hi  v been c o ns i s t ent  about  t he n i s e i  i n t he d r a f t . 

They t ook t he n i s e i  f o r  a f ew days a f t e r  P ear l  Har ' o r  as v o l unt eer s 

and t h n c l osed t he dr af t  t o t hem. Th ? Ar my al ao kept  some of  t he 

n i s e i  i n t he Ar my wh i l e o t her s wer e r e l eas ed . Th i s sor t  o f  t h i ng 

c r eat ed a gr eat  deal  o f  c onf us i on i n t he n i s e i  mi nd and t hey d i dn ' t  

know wher e t hey s t ood. I t ' s l i k e bei ng k i c k ed out  of  a house and 

not  knowi ng whet her  r ou woul d be wel comed back i n a f t e r  t he i n i t i a l  

emot i onal  exc i t ement  of  t he o l d man pas s es « 

" I t  was a muddy day when we went  t o P uy a l l up . The ef f ec t  of  
? 

t he gr eat  c o r r ec t i on was bad on t he mor al e o f  t he peo p l e. Th i s gave 

t he di s c ont ent ed ones an ext r a s r aw t o ag i t a t e wi t h and t o f ur t her  

get  t he peopl e t o be i  n t ago ni s t i o ag; i ns t  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n . L I  

t hought  t hat  t he l ac k o f  pr i v ac y woul d r ea l l y cr amp my s t y l e and I  

di d not  t h i nk I  woul d ev er  get  used t o i t j  L ĥe publ i c l a t r i n es 

r ea l l y di s gus t ed me. They shoul d have at  l eas t  put  up s i debo ar ds 

bet ween s eat s . The f ood v.as awf ul  t oo. I t  made me f eel  phy s i c a l l y 

and ps y c ho l o gi c al l y r ot t en."" j  I  d i d n ' t  want  t o be t oo qui c k at  er r i ng 

f i es e gr i pes l i k e ' ed Nak; shi ma who wr ot e about  i t  i n t he New Re-

publ i c as he had t o t ak e back ev er y t h i ng a f t e r  a coupl e o f  week s . 

But  u n t i l  t he i  i pr ovement s came I  gr i ped j us t  as much as any o f  my 

f r i ends . 



"The ver y f i r s t  day I  was i n camp, t hey needed a i des f o r  t he 

medi c al  exami nat i on dur i ng t he r ec ept i o n o f  t he peopl e i nt o oa~p. 

A guy asked me t o be a c l er k so I  j us t  went  and di d t he wor k . I t  was 

a r o ut i ne j ob but  not  so bad as I  got  t o see many peo p l e. I  i nt er -

v i ewed eac h per s on r oughl y p r i o r  t o t he medi c al  exami nat i on upon 

t h e i r  i nduc t i o n t o camp. I t  was qui t e a J ob t o speak J apanes e t o 

t he i s s ei  but  1 managed t o make mysel f  under s t o o d. 

"A f t e r  a c oupl e o f  day s , some of  u began t o make at t empt s t o 

get  a camp paper  s t ar t ed. I t  was ver y s l ow wor k bec aus e of  a l l  t he 

r ed t ape. A f t er  a f ew eek« we f i n a l l y put  out  e mi meogr - phed s heet . 

The paper  was a non- pay i ng J ob and t he adv i s o r y counof el  a l s o vol un-

t eer ed i t  s e r v i c es . Th i s was most l y t he J  CL gr oup. They seemed t o 

have r un t he camp as a gr eat  goal  o f  power * was g i v en t o t hem by t he 

r CCi t . The newspaper  was not  t oo happy a j ob bec ause t her e was a 

gr eat  deal  o f  c ens o r s h i p . T h i s gave us a chance t o r i d i c u l e t he 

""CCA. I  t h i nk t hat  t he c ens or i ng came l es s f r om ev i l  i n t ent i o ns and 

mor e f r om t he l ac k of  a wi se c ont ac t  bet ween t he v/oc. s uper v i s o r  and 

t he ev cuee ed i t o r . I t  was n*t  a r egul ar  newspaper  at  a l l  and i t  was 

t oo r es t r i c t ed f o r  us t o make i t  wo r t hwhi l e. The edi t o r  l ac k ed 

j udgement  i n di pl omacy and t he s uper v i s o r  was t y p i c a l  of  a l l  t he ad-

mi n i s t r a t i o n . They wer e ex- WPA men and t h i s had been c r eat ed out  of  

Gov. Mar t i n ' s s po i l  s ys t em. To show an exampl er  o f  t he t ype o f  

o har ac t er  o f  men whi c h Gov . Mar t i n had c onf i denc e i n , he f i r ed a 

Un i v er s i t y of  Was hi ngt on pr< s i dent  t o put  i n a man who woul d conf or m 

t o h i s po l i c y . I t  was a l l  p r et t y r o t t en p o l i t i e s . That  i s why t he 

" PA admi n i s t r at i o n at  P uy al l up was not  o f  a h i  h c a l i b r e . The camp 

s uper v i s o r  di d not  oven know how t o censor  t he paper  c o r r ec t l y . 
� 

Sev er al  ed i t i o ns came out  and par t  of  a col umn was s l as hed out . 

Th i s l ooked sor t  of  s i l l y f o r  t he TCCCA and i t  r e f l ec t ed back upon 
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them. I don't t hi nk out edi t or shoul d hi  ve at t acked the admi ni s-

t r at i on because t hi n was a sophomore at t i t ude. 

" I  d i d not  t ake par t  i n any educ at i o nal  a c t i v i t i e s i n camp and 

I  d i d not  even f i n i s h r e- di ng a book at  P uy al l up a l t ho I  d i d r e; d 

t he news paper s . Ty s t er y s t o r i es wer e about  t he onl y ot her  t h i ng I  

r ead. I  made out  t he us ual  f or m wi t h t he s t udent  r e l o c at i o n c ounc i l  

but  I  d i d not  f ee l  t hat  t her e was any pr os pec t s f o r  my f ut ur e educa-

t i o n as I  d i d not  have any money t o go t o s c hoo l  wi t h . 

" I  di d have mor e r ec r eat i o n i n P uy al l up t han I  had i n ea t t l e . 

I  l o s t  a l l  o f  my aes i r e t o dr i nk whi l e I  wds i n camp bec ause of  t he 

o t her  i n t e r es t s . I  p l ayed t enni s and v o l l ey ba l l  f o r  exer c i s o mos t l y . 

Oc c as i o nal l y I  went  t o t he danc es and I  met  qu i t e a f ew g i r l s . I  

went  ar ound s t eady wi t h one of  t hem f o r  qu i t e a wh i l e . Oc c as i o nal l y 

I  went  t o t he r ecor d c onc er t s wi t h her . Thi s phase of  my camp l i f e 

gave me a l es s r es t r i c t ed l i f e t han bef o r e; but  i n t he bi gger  t h i ngs , 

I  de f i n i t e l y Nr. 3 r es t r i c t ed . I  d i d n ' t  f ee l  t hes e r es t r i c t i o ns t oo 

s t r ongl y at  hi yal l up so much because i t  was f un t her e and I  enj oyed 

t he no v el t y . The f u l l  r ea l i z a t i o n o f  what  had happened t o t he n i r e i  

d i d not  dawn upon me un t i l  l at er  when I  gave i t  mor e sei  i ous t hought . 

I  d i d n ' t  go t o chur ch except  when t hey had some f or ums on wor l dl y 

m-  t t er s . I  di d not  t ake any i nt er es t  at  a l l  i n oamp p d l i t i o s . 

'V mo t i o nal l y , I  became c l o s er  t o t he J apanes e t han ever  bef o r e 

i n my l i f e . P o l i t i c a l l y , I  f el t  p o l i s apar t  f r om most  of  t hem. I  

as s o c i at ed most l y wi t h a no n- i nt el l ec t ual  t ype so I  d i d not  have t o 

t h i nk t oo much. My gr oup wer e o f  t he aver age r un o f  car d p l ay i ng 

n i s e i . I  J us t  gambl ed moder at el y bec aus e I  was not  so good at  car d' , 

but  t he o t her s went  i n f o r  i t  mor e s t eep l y un t i l  t he i r  money r an out . 

We a l s o had bu l l  s o s s i o ns at  ni ght  once i n a whi l e but  i t  was not  o f  

a v er y hi gh o r der . Ther e war  one guy i n our  gr oup who was d i s t i n c t l y 



r emi ni scent of the pl easant year s he had spent I n J apan and he was 

hi t t er about hi s pr esent l i f e i n camp. However , the bi t t er ness i n 

our group was not deep and i t was onl y casual . I t di d not oone from 

a deep- rooted convi ct i on, I f el t that these f el l ows wer e r epr esent -

at i ve of t i e uni nspi r ed ni sei  who were not wi l l i ng to t hi nk deepl y 

at al l . 

- J rTy gener al  i mpr essi on of the ni sei  i n camp was that the assembl y 

cent er s, i n spi t e of the r er et r i c t I ons, gosspi ng and ot her handi caps, 

was more or l ess a hol i day f or ever yoner Si nce we were ther e thr u 

the summer, t he peopl e ;,s a whol e di d not have t o work t hei r heads 

of f any more i n or der t o make a goal  of l i f e, si nce the food and 

shel t er was pr ovi ded by the gover nment . Onl y a few j obs denandod 

the f ul l  use of t al ent s and th<-  concent r at ed ef f or t s of the wor ker . 

We di d not have much of a voi ce i n what we coul d do i n r egar ds to 

the more i mpor tant t hi ngs whi ch af f ect ed our l i ves. Some of the "CCA 

of f i c i al s took t hei r j obs ser i ousl y and t hey were over l y suspi c i ous 

of the peopl e. Thi s was r ef l ect ed i n t hei r per sonal  behavi or . Al l  

i n al l , t i e ev cuees f el t that they were par t of a communi ty more 

than ever bef or e because of the f ct that they were ai l  i n the same 

boat f ac i ng an unknown f ut ur e, \  

"At f i r st I f el t the l oss of the out si de because some of my 

f r i enl s coul d not come to v i s i t me. That - only l ast ed a few weeks at 

most bef or e I got adj ust ed to the camp l i f e, f̂ t er the round of 

ac t i v i t i es began i n ca'i p, al l  of whi ch demanded act ual  par t i c i pat i on 

by the i ndi vi dual , I got i n wil jh t hi s movement and the sense of l oss 

f or the out si de was not so acut e, l at er on, my f r i ends were al l owed 

to cor e i nt o the camp to v i s i t m< . Al t ho I woul d have l i ked to gone 

b ok t o eat t l ey al l  al ong, t hi s f eel i ng d&j i i ni shed and even the 

occasi onal  v i ai t s from my Caucasi an f r i ends di d not make me acut el y 



homesi ck anymore. 

'�The summer  passed qui c k l y enough and I  d i d n ' t  l eave P uy al l up 

wi t h any r egr et s because I  t hought  t hat  t he - HA camp woul d h? ve l o s s 

c o nj es t i o n and bet t er  s an i t ar y f a c i l i t i e s . I  di d not  r egr et  t he 

l o s s o f  t he mens f ood or  any t hi ng t hat  l ook ed per manet  about  t he 

assembl y c ent er . A l l  per manent  p l ans f o r  t he f ut ur e wh i l e l i v i ng at  

P uy al l up wer e f r us t r at ed at  t h i s war . at  t he bot t om of  n r ,t  o f  ny 

i nner  di s c o nt ent  whi c h v ar i ed dmcor di ng t o my mood;- , "y ant i c i pa-

t i on o f  t he WRA was not  t oo h i gh i n s p i t e o f  my expec t at i o ns s i nc e 

my br o t her  had gone i n an advance gr oup and he wr ot e back and t o l d 

us about  t he dust  st or m and t he l ac k of  compl et e c ons t r uc t i on of  

* r i n i dok a. 

'The f pod s i de o f  t he p i c t ur e was t hat  r eg r d l es s of  t he phy-

s i c a l  i nddequacy o f  Mi ni dok a i t  was t o be o f  a mor e pe Ti anont  

nat ur e t han t he assemb y c ent er . The s i ze of  t he c mp have been 

pub l i c i z ed as 08, 000 ac r es and t hat  meant  no.r o f r e don f o r  t he 

peo p l e. I  was a l s o awar e of  t he f ac t  t hat  I t s bas i s woul d be a f ar m 

pr ogr am and I  d i d not  obj ec t  t o t hat  bec ause t hat  coul d be v er y 

c o ns t r uc t i v e. I  d i d not  have any i l l u s i o ns bout  my f ar mi ng a b i l i t y 

as I  had never  done i t  bef o r e. The camp was st taNPw Ĥ&ea announced as 

a f ar m pr o j ec t  and I  t hought  t hat  ever ybody woul d have to-  do f ar mi ng, 

I  di d not  l ook f or war d wi t h an t i c i pat i o n at  t h i s pr ospec t  but  I  had 

hopes o f  get t i ng i n t o somet hi ng eas i er . ' 1 

f,?£y at t i t ude t owar d t he war  had not  changed ver y much dur i ng my 

s t ay at  P uy al l up al t ho I  have t o admi t  t hat  t he ef f ec t  of  crump I I  e 

was t hat  i e made me l es s p o l i t i c a l l y mi nded t h n bef o r e. I t  was e-

oaus e of  t he k i nd o f  f r i ends I  had devel oped t her e whi c h s or t  o f  gave 

me an eas y my out  I  su pose I  /as a l s o l ook i ng f o r  f un t o o . 



The gener al  oarap at nospher e was not  concl usive to any heavy t hi nki ng 

about probl ems anyway. I t was a »epi ©«» per i od when ever ybody sought 

a r el ease f r om al l  t he suspensef ul  f eel i ngs whi ch had accumul at ed 

dur i ng the mont h bef o r e evacuat i on. I knew that v/e wer e goi ng t o a 

V'R,. c ent er  ev ent ual l y and I d i d not  f ee l  up to t he ef f o r t  of  di  gi ng 

i n t o any s er i o us wh i l e i n t he assembl y c ent er . However , I  d i d have 

o c c as i o nal  moment s when I r e f l ec t ed upon my s el f  and I was awar e o f  

t he f ct t hat  I was was t i ng t i me. I r a t i o na l i z ed t h i s by s ay i ng i t 

was a l ow i n my l i f e . As we wer e get t i ng r eady t o l eav e Puyal l up, 

I  det er mi ned t o get  down t o somet hi ng mor e s er i o us i ns t ead o f  t he 

ai ml es s l i f e I l ed a t  P uy al l up . I i nt ended t o wor k on t he newspaper 

at  Mi ni dok-  i f  I  coul d get  on t he s t a f f  and not  t o f oo l  ar ound so 

nuch wi t h a bunch. I  woul d h: v-  - rot ten upon a newspaper  at  P uy al l up , 

but i t  was a pr et t y uns et t l ed p r o po s i t i o n and t her e was no i nc ent i v e 

t o get  us t o do any t h i ng s er i o us i n t he way of  wr i t i n g . 

" I n s p i t e o f  my f o r ewar ni ng about  T ' i ni doka, I r at her  ant i c i pat ed 

t hat  i t  was a begi nn i ng of  t he new phase o f  my l i f er - a mor e con-

s t r uc t i v e v o nt ur e. I  suppose I  bu i l t  up r at her  h i gh i dea l s whi c h 

wer e bound t o o v sh once I  p t  i nt o t he ac t ual  r ea l i t y o f  " i n i d o k a . 

"y an t i c i pat i o n o f  Mi ni dok a was a l i t t l e d i s t o r t ed and I  hoped t o 

get  t oo much out  o f  i t , and nat ur a l l y I  was bound t o e d i s appo i nt ed. 

Anyway , I  l e f t  P uy al l up wi t hout  any r egr et s at  a l l . And I  l ooked 

f or war d eager l y t o t he >RA c en t e r . " 

F o l l o wi ng i s Hi r o mas a' s f i r s t  i mpr es s i ons o f  t he t r i p t o " i n i -

doka whi c h he j o t t ed down and wr ot e up f o r  h i s f i r s t  col umn i n t he 

' i ni doka newspaper  a f t e r  - ar r i vi ng t her e. 



(COPY) 

T I M E O U T 

Get t i ng your  f a r e ' s wor t h on a t r a i n r i de bet ween cent er s may 

seem l i k e Ro c k ef e l l er  pas s i ng out  t he di mes , but  hones t  ¡f i gur i ng 

about  i t  adds up t o t he gr i me of  s o o t , t he wear  f r om t he ext ended 

cur b on man's nat ur al  need f o r  expans i o n, and f o r  some t he sor r o?/ 

at  t he qui c k s t abbi ng t hought  o f  what  was l e f t  behi nd wher e moot s 

mor e i mpr egnabl e t h i n t he f i r mes t  i n l i t e r a t u r e have shot  up i n 

answer  t o t he s i gnal s f r om t he P a c i f i c . 

Subt r ac t i ng f r om t h i s e f f ec t  of  p l eas ur e bl ac k ed out  was t he 

ev i denc e o f  what  we had been $ade t o f ee l  was wor t h l ook i ng i nt o i n 

Amer i can l ands c ape. ¿*nd t ak i ng i t  a l l  t hat  came by wi t h yout r i 's 

c apac i t y �whi c h c o u l dn ' t  be measur ed by a l l  t he yar d s t i c k s ar ound. 

Her e was t he backdr op t o Ho l l y wo o d's har des t  r i d i ng t h r i l l e r s , 

t he gr aphi c shapi ng o f  c ount l es s moods nour i s hed f r om t al c s br eat h-

i ng l es s o f  t he dr eam l i f e . 

The l us h , ver dant  Col umbi a K i v er  Val l ey put  beh i nd, t he h i l l s 

gr ow i nt o mount ai ns and move t owar d t he bank: , t he t r a i n f i n a l l y 

begi n i ng i t s t r a i l , t he ev er gr eens l o s i ng cut  t o t he s t ubbi er  

t ougher  gr owt hs as h i l l s come c l o s er  and t he c l i mb get s bo l der . 

Our  t eet h wer e b i t i ng o f f  t he gr i t  at  t he f i r s t  f o r e- t as t e of  

dus t - k r ei gs . V'e had begun t o put  t he gag on t he cheer s f o r l daho . 

The r aod was headi ng f o r  gr i mmer  par t s , t he f ac e of  t h i ngs t ak i ng 

cn V e i mpass i ve uny i e l d i ng l ook o f  men who put  $o r e i nt o t he s o i l  

t han what  can be got  out  o f  i t . 

Mount ai ns wer e mi l es away now but  wer e c ons t ant l y f r ami ng t he 

pl aned- o f f  s t r et c h . Ther e was no t hi ng t o h i de us and we coul d 

eas i l y become l o s t . 

Ranches seemi ngl y as depopul at ed as a wes t er n movi e caught  
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of f - guar d i n a poor l y di r ect ed scene. Ba l l s of  t umbl e weed r o l l i ng 

down t he r oad, s har pl y br i ngi ng back t he l o nel i nes s br eat hed by 

L es l i e Howar d t r ampi ng al ong A r i z o n a ' s o f f - pat hs i n "P e t r i f i ed 

F o r e s t , " t he wi nd pus hi ng on, t he weedbal l s hur r y i ng. 

We wer e weav i ng up a h i l l  sawed o f f  at  t he t op. I t a l l  seemed 

as t hough M i n g s had mi ssed t he l as t  c a l l  f r om humani t y . *nd t hen 

as i f  t o conf ound u s , t her e wer e f ar ms , a l f a l f a , s t r aw, her ds , 

l i f e � b u t  t ouched wi t h t he l ook you get  f r om s t r o nger s . And t hen 

t her e wer e r o c k s , ugl y and s t ubbo r n. The f ar e had been used up . 

The t r i p was wi ped out  l i k e a dr eam, F r i ends swar med. The 

r ac es wer e L i t t l e l o k y o ; t he t a l k d i d n ' t  smel l  o f  t he woods . They 

wer e t he openi ng wor ds i n t he book whi c h we have wr i t t en o f  

Mi ndoka t o da t e . � Da i k i  Mi  

�T he Mi ni dok a I r r i ga t o r  



"When I  got  t o Mi n i do k a, a bl ank et  of  dust  bl ew i n our  f ac es 

and we j o t  t he c heer i ng r epor t  t hat  t h i s was onl y a n i l d day . But  I  

ooul d not  hel p but  f ee l  t he exc i t ement  of  t he p l ac e . Ther e was a bi g 

J ob t o be done about  mak i ng t he camp mor e l i v a b l e . Th i s f ee l i ng was 

i n t he at mospher e and i t  was r ef l ec t ed i n t he ver y way t he peopl e 

f ought  f o r  t he j o bs . They wer e mor e par t i c u l ar  about  t he t ypes o f  

J obs t hey want ed t han i n t he assembl y c ent er . Many f e l l o ws who wer e 

ext r emel y s oc i al  par t y i ng i nc l i ned i n }>uyol l up, went  i n t o mor e def i -

n i t e gr oups and t hey wer e mor e s er i o us . They went  a f t e r  j obs t o 

i mpr ove t hems el ves , i i l l  i n a l l , i t  seemed l es s o f  a p i c n i c t han t he 

assembl y cent er r - and at mospher e whi c h had been i mposed due t o t he 

t empor ar y nat ur e o f  t he p l ac e and t he r es t r i c t i o ns whi c h :ave i t  a 

l ac k of  per manence. 

I  had wor ked wi t h most  of  t he s t a f f  member s of  t he newspaper  

bef o r e so I  i mmedi at el y went  down and asked f o r  a j ob as r epo r t er , 

whi ch I  got  wi t hout  any d i f f i c u l t y . L at er  on wr ot e a col umn f o r  

t he paper . My br o t her  d i d not  come on t he news paper  u n t i l  a l i t t l e 

l a t e r . At  f i r s t  t her e wer e about  t hr ee edi t o r s so a meet i ng was 

hel d at  t he r epor t s o f f i c e t o det er mi ne who shoul d be t he ed i t o r . 

The f i v e c andi dat es f o r  t he o f f i c e o f  edi t o r  wer e t o l d by t he r e-

por t s o f f i c er ® t hat  onl y t wo o f  t hem ooul d be p l ac ed on t he 19 a 

mont h p ay r o l l . One or  t he f e l l o ws s ai d he needed t he ed i t o r s h i p 

because he was mar r i ed and had a wi f e t o s uppor t . My br ot her  s ai d 

he ooul d get  ano t her  j ob i n camp l i k e handl i ng l abo r  r e l at i o ns so 

he di d not  p ar t i c u l a r l y ov.r e t o be t he ed i t o r . Two o f  t he o t her  

f el l o ws wer e put  on t he pay r o l l  as ed i t o r  and my br o t her  oonf i ned 

h i ms el f  t o wr i t i ng ed i t o r i a l s . He t hen went  on t o wor k on t he I s bo r  

r e l a t i o ns boar d wi t h Geor ge T ak i . When t he pr i nt ed newspaper  c am/ , 
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he r et ur ned t o t he newspaper  wo r k . Ke was t he cont ac t  man bet ween 

t he s t a f f  and t he admi n i s t r at i o n . He was t he ac t i ng ed i t o r  a l t ho 

Di o k Tak euc hi  was supposed t o be t he ed i t o r . Di c k was a good t ech-

n i c a l  man but  he was k i c k ed out  o f  t he news paper  because he made 

some s l ams agai ns t  t he member s o f  t he admi ni s t r ; t i o n . The pr i nt ed 

paper  was t he r es u l t  o f  t he Cooper at i ve s uppo r t i ng t he newspaper  and 

t hey cover ed al l  t he c o s t s . 

" I  wr ot e mos t l y co l unns and cover ed beat s ar ound camp. I t  was 

a most  enj oy abl e wor k t hat  I  had done even t ho my exper i enc e and t he 

s ubj ec t  mat t er  wer e l i mi t ed . The i nc ent i v e f o r  t he k i nd of  wr i t i ng 

I  want ed t o do was not  t her e, but  at  l eas t  i t  gave me some oppor t u-

ni t y t o wr i t i ng t o see what  I  c oul d do . I  s t i l l  d i d not  know i f  I  

c oul d make t he gr ade as a p r o f es s i o na l  j o ur nal i s t  s i nc e t he camp 

paper  di d no t  gi v e me much t r a i n i ng f o r  t h i s . I  a l s o f e l t  t hat  t he 

ed i t o r  was not  c apabl e enough and he d i d not  i ns p i r e me t o do my 

bes t  wor k . I t  was a l i t t l e bet t er  a f t e r  my br o t her  t ook over  t he 

ed i t o r s h i p . One of  t he f i r s t  ed i t o r i a l s f o r  t he paper  wa wr i t t en 

by my br o t her  and i t s pur pose was t o i ns p i r e t he peopl e t o dvel oop 

t he communi t y and make t he ati - d l and bl oom. I t  a f f ec t ed t he peopl e 

f av o r abl y and encour aged t hem t o f ee l  t hat  t hey coul d make somet hi ng 

good out  of  t he des er t . Th i s was bef o r e a l l  t he r e l o c at i o n bus i nes s 

came out  and t he emphas i s war  upon t he camp devel opment . I t  hel ped 

t he peopl e t o r o l l  up t h e i r  s l eev es and go at  I t . (Some i nd i c at i o n 

o f  Hi r o mas a's b r o t h er ' s op i n i on can be obt ai ned f r om l ook i n at  some 

o f  t he back ed i t o r i a l s I n t he Mi ni dok a i r r i gat o r  under  h i s r ea l  

name, Dyke Mi y agawa.+ I t  al s o i nd i c at es a l i t t l e o f  Ri r omas 'r  

t h i nk i ng s i nc e he r e f l ec t s many o f  h i s b r o t her ' s o p i n i o n s . ) 

T r 'hen t he peopl e s t ar t ed t o r es et t l e f r om t he camp t hey came i n 

dr oves t o as k f o r  a s ubo c r i p t i o n t o be sent  out  t o t hem. The camp 



was a d e f i n i t e par t  o f  t he n i s e i  l i f e . The i s s e i  had a mi meogr aphed 

sheet  t o meet  t hei r  deeds . They di d not  r es ent  t he Engl i s h s ec t i o n 

t oo much al t ho t he i s s e i  on t he boar d o f  c ooper at i v es demanded t hat  

no t h i ng be s a i d a a i ns t  t he J apanes e i f  t hey suppor t ed t he pr i nt ed 

paper . 

"The J apanese sect i on of the newspaper onl y had three workers 

on i t so t hat we di d not come i nt o conf l i c t wi t h t hen. The J apanese 

edi t or f or hi s sect i on of the paper was essent i al l y pro- J apan but he 

was i nt el l i gent enough not to st i r up any rumpus. The onl y f r i c t i on 

wr  s t hat the f i r t Engl i sh edi t or and the J apanese Edi t or wer e court -

i ng the 

same gi r l . On the whol e i t .7as not an unpl easant r el at i on-

shi p between the two paper st af f and we di d not have any serfcous 

t r oubl e over pol i cy at al l . 

"Out second Engl i sh edi t or f i nal l y vol unt eer ed i nt o the Army 

and my br ot her sor t of took over unt i l  he l ef t . On the whol e, the 

paper was a def i ni t e par t of the communi ty l i f e al t ho i t s gr eat est 

appeal  was t o the ni sei . We sponsor ed a popul ar i t y cont est .* nd t hi s 

a. p-  al ed gr eat l y to the younger ni sei . The edi t or i al s r ecei ved many 

comments and of t en the Pac i f i c Ci t i zen quoted them. - e f el t that 

the Hear t Mount ai n Sent i nel  was the onl y cent er paper ahead of us . 

A few d ys befor e I l af t , my br ot her went to work on the Pac i f i c 

Ci t i zen for t he summer whi l e Lar r y Taj i r i  went to Washi ngt on to 

handl e some J ,,CI busi ness. How ver , my br ot her f el t t hat he was not 

cut out f or J our nal i sm so he i s now wi t h the 010 al l i ed 1 ar Com-

mi t t ee I n Washi ngt on D.C. hel pi ng to r ai se f unds. He got t hi s lob 

thr u hi s former uni on connect i ons i n Seat t l e and al so thru a uni on 

man he met i n 1 I t Lake Ci t y whi l e worki ng on the Pac i f i c Ci t i zen. 

" I n Oct ober , 1048, I took t i me out f or one month from the camp 

and the newspaper work i n or der to go to work i n the sugar beet s. 



I t  was t he f i r s t  oppor t uni t y t o go on t he out s i de and .hi s appeal ed 

t o me. The out s i de meant  t hat  I  c oul d get  a* ay f r om t he r es t r i c t i o n 

o f  camp l i f e f o r  a wh i l e . ) Some of  t he n i s e i  r ee l l y f e l t  t hat  i n 

ans wer i ng t he c a l l  f o r  f ar m wor k , t hey woul d hel p t he war  e f f o r t . 

But  t he f ; ct  t hat  we want ed t o g t  out  was pr obabl y one o f  t he most  

i mpor t ant  f ac t o r s . The seemi ngl y hi gh wag s i n sugar  beet s as eom-

par ed t o t he camp s&fctr;? s a l ar y was a l s o one o f  t he at t r ac t i o ns ,̂ I  

d i d not  have i l l u s i o n s t hat  I  woul d make a f o r t une as I  knew t hat  

my f ar mi ng c b i l i t y was not  good. As i t  t ur ned o ut , I  d i d not  come 

back wi t h a cent  ahead al t ho I  gr os s ed about  £230 f o r  t he per i od of  

al most  t wo mont hs I  was gone. e s t ayed i n a FHA l abo r  camp whi ch 

had s ever al  hundr ed n i s e i  t her e» 

"Twi n ¿ a l l s was o nl y t wo mi l es away f r om our  wor k camp and my 

money .was qui c k l y s pent  on c l o t hes , f ood and ent er t ai nme t . ";e di d 

&ot  l ave any unp l eas ant  i nc i dent s s i nc e t he J apanes e wer e a i  ac c ept ed 

communi t y o f  Twi n ¿ a l l s , dur i ng t he har ves t  s eas o n, t he J apanese 

wer e a l ar ge par t  o f  t he po pul at i o n i n t hat  a r ea . 

" I n one p l ac e I  wor k ed, t he mot her  o f  my empl oyer  s a i d t hat  she 

woul d not  h i r e4 a J ap even i f  her  beet s r o t t ed , l a t e r  on she d i d 

h i r e J a anese wor ker s i n or der  t o save her  beet  c r o ps . That  shows 

t hat  ec no#i c mot i ve i s o f t en mor e of  a det er mi n i ng f ac t o r  t han 

p o l i t i c a l  i dea l s . A l l  o f  r ay bosses wer e under s t andi ng and I  had 

l ong t al k s about  t he J apanes e pr obl ems wi t h t hem. The wor k i t s e l f  

was t ough as hel l  and most  o f  t he f el l o ws want ed t o go home. I  

s t uc : i t  out  u n t i l  t he end o f  t he c ont r ac t . The o t her  youhg n i s e i  

wor ker s i n my gang wer e a f r a i d t o t o l l  t he boss t hey want ed t o qui t  

a id I  wo u l dn ' t  do i t  so t hey had t o s t ay on wi t h me. 

"We had a l o t  o f  b i c k er i ng among t he wor ker s and al s o wi t h t he 

bo s s es . However , a f t e r  i t  was a l l  o v er , my l as t  boss s ai d t hat  he 
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was ver y p l eas ed wi t h us bec ause our  wor k was c l ean . L at er  on I  

used h i s nane as a r ei 'er ence but  I  do n ' t  know i f  t hat  was a wi s e 

t h i ng bec aus e I  have not  got  my c l ear anc e yet  al t ho I  d i d get  my 

r e l eas e . That  f ar mer  may not  have r emember ed me. 

"A f t e r  t he ¿ ugar  beet  wor k was done i n l at e November , I  went  

back t o camp r nd s t ar t ed wor k i ng on t he newspaper  aga i n . I  began t o 

f i t  i n once mor e wi t h t he camp i i x'e snd i t  was not  har d t o do as ny 

t as t e o f  f r eedom was not  f i n an c i a l l y s uc c es s f u l . F ar m wor k v; s not  

y £ i dea o f  per manent  wo r k . I  ni ess I  want ed t o go back t o c ~ip as 

t he sugar  beet  wor k had been har d and I  got  co l d on i t . I  coul d not  

see any r es et t l ement  p o s s i b i l i t y i n Goi ng t hat  k i nd of  wor k . 

"The r ecr eat i onal  f a c i l i t y wer e oxt enel y l i mi t ed i n Mi ni doka 

f o r  a l ong t i me. I t  wa; dus t y most  o f  t he t i me anyway so t hat  we 

coul d not  get  out  t oo o f t en . A l l  o f  t he open spaces was o f  l oose 

dus t  and t hat  i s v/hy no pl ay f i e l d s c oul d be made f o r  a I o n t i me. 

The i n v l t ab l e danc es wer e t he onl y f l i n gs hel d c o ns i s t ent l y and t hese 

wer e i n t he r ec r eat i o nal  h a l l s . I  soon- f ound a g i r l  f r i end and went  

sor t  of  s t eady wi t h h e r . I t  was onl y a c as ual  f r i ends h i p and I  d i d 

not  have any p l ans o f  m; t r i mony . I t  was j us t  f un f o r  us t o do t  i ngs 

t o get her . 

" oct  o f  my f r i ends wer e t he s t a f f  member s o f  t he newr .a er . 

They wer e most l y younger  t han I  but  t hey a l l  seemed t o h ve g ood 

ambi t i on of  wor k i ng on t he news paper . I  woul d not  »o r d i nar i l y sought  

t h i s gr oup out  except  t hat  I  had been t hr own t ogot  . r  w i t h t hem on 

t he paper . Ve spent  a gr eat  deal  o f  t i me i n t he o f f i c e and dur i ng 

t he l a t e eveni ngs we w u l d hol d bu l l  s es s i o ns . e had a s pec i al  

per mi t  at  10 p .m. and o f t en we s t ay ed up j us t  f o r  t hat . The s t a f f  

was bound t oget her  .i i t h t h i s i n t e r es t . T h a t ' s how most  c l i ques 

beg i n . 



- 58 

t j 'Ther e wasn't anyt hi ng of i nt el l ect u*» 1 i nt er est about the 

goddam c amp.¿My expect at i ons Tor  the camp had vani shed when I f i r st 

went to the sugar beet f i el ds . I had not hi ng to do wi t h the J  ,CL 

al t ho "iy br ot her handed ~ie i. membershi p car d one day. The cent er 

const : ut i on v/as not pushed and the vote di d not t ake pl ace unt i l  I 

l ef t . Mi ni doka was one camp where the pr i mary emphar.i s was on re-

set t l ement and ther e was not too many pl ans or st r ess put upon the 

i nt er nal  devel opment . I onl y read the New IV publ i c and the other 

publ i cat i ons from the l\ A cent er s. I di d not road ver y many books 

at Mi ni doka. I f el t that I was stagn ted but I di d not f eel  up to 

the ef f or t s of doi ng anyt hi ng about i t . I was l i v i ng i n a per i od 

of apat hy. I was too c l osel y i dent i f i ed wi t h the mud r i ght i n f r ont 

of my eyes and my mental  hor i zon di d not go beyond i t too much be-

cause when the mud dr i ed up i t bocann al l  dust y and I coul d not seo 

ahea?»d f ar . 

'»Col l ege was even more remote and I more or l ess gave i t up as 

i mpr act i cal . I di d not make any more ef f or t s to f i nd a way to t r y 

and co was very r est l ess dur i ng the wi nt er because i t was 

wi ndy and col d and ther e was not hi ng to do to keep me ver y busy. I i  

h d $o st ay i ndoor ;; most of t he t i me and I got bored and i n a de-

pr essi on. I was i n a rut and t her e was not much promi se for camp 

l i f e «J  .About the onl y t hi ng we coul d do was the put on par t i es for 

the paper s t af f . J  w-  s supposed to head the commi ttee f or the beaut y 

contest but I l ear ned from t hat exper i ence that I v/as def i ni t el y not 

of the promot i onal  type of per sonal i t y. I di d l ear n h( t o speak 
V 

bef or e the publ i c wi th more ease dur i ng t hi s t i me, ni t vhen spr i ng 

same, and the tempo of r eset t l ement speeded up, I r eal l y di d get 

r est l ess. By t hat t i me my one i dea was t o get out of camp. 

m.he IA was a def i ni t e l mpro ement over Puyal l up, but thnt di d 



no t  sol ve t he b i g pr obl em v/hi ch was i n the mi nds of al l  the J a;>anese. 

The qual i t y of t he �EA admi ni st r at i on was much bet t er t han the CCA. 

They had a def i ni t e i nt er est i n the peopl e' s wel f ar e and the pr oj ec t 

di r ec t or had ; l ot of dreams of maki n Mi ni doka a communi ty to be 

pr oud of . He was even r espect ed by mr xy of the i s sei . I di dn' t hear 

any r abi d per secut i on of hi m l i ke what happened at the ot her cent er s, 
f uel  

Dur i ng t he c r i s i s of the f al l  mont hs, t her e was a l ot of pr essur e 

br ought upon hi m but the peopl e f i nal l y cool ed of f when t hey got the 

coal . The i ssei  wer e not compl et e y wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on on the 

r egi st r at i on but fthey took i t out more upon t hose i ssei  who t r ans-

l at ed the WRA announcement to t he camp. 

"Gener al l y the r egi st r at i on was successf ul  at Mi ni doka. The 

WRA t her e handl ed i t ext r emel y wel l . The r esponse was sl ow at 

f i r s t but they came ar ound as i t was expl ai ned to t he$ more c l ear l y . 

The meet i ngs pr ogr essed al l  the way t hr u camp and the pr oj ect di -

r ec t or showed up at al l  of t hem. He was a ver y el oquent speaker and 

t hi s appeal ed espec i al  y t o t he i s sei . He di d not t hr eat en the 

peopl e at al l . He expl ai ned t he i dea of t he combat uni t and he sai d 

t hat i t was needed t o be t he t or ch bear er s f or t he ni sei  f ut ur e i n 

or der to put th m on t he camp. He sai d that the r ecor d of the combat 

uni t woul d hel p al l  of t he J apanese i n camp as wel l  as i t woul d be 

an achi evement f or t he ni sei  sol di er s . 

wMr . St af f or d, the pr oj ect di r ec t or , had two sons i n the Ar my 

and one of them was compl et el y di sabl ed i n t he Lout h Pac i f i c , but he 

sai d t hat ho hau no ani mosi t y tow r ds the J apanese i n the Uni t ed 

st at es because t hi s was a democr acy. He sai d he had to f ace many 

barrages: of di st or t ed char ges f r om the t ownspeopl e and he want ed to 

pr ove to them t hat the evacuees were l oyal . Ther ,vas qui t e a bi t 

of r esi st ence at f i r s t but i t ended up wi t h over '¿00 vol unt eer s and 
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t he maj o r i t y of t he i s s e i  ans wer i ng *y s f t o t he «array quer t i o nna i r e . 

The newspaper  i n oarap suppor t  d t he r eg i s t r at i o n f ul l y and ray br o t her  

t our ed al l  over  t he oarap wi t h t he pr o j ec t  d i r ec t o r  4n or der  t o show 

h i s s uppor t . 

"Ther e wer e many fami l y conf l i c t s over t hi s r egi st r at i on, but 

i t never became a l ar ge communi ty i ssue. 'Ty dad coul d not see any o f  

us vol unt eer i ng but ho became r esi gned to t hat . I n the end ho an-

swered 'yes* to t he quest i onnai r e l i ko most of the i s sei . I t hi nk he 

was i nf l uenced by the dec i si ons of hi s sons and my par ent s r eal i zed 

that t hey were more t i ed up wi t h t l i s count ry th-  n ever bef or e, My 

two brothers, vol unt eer ed. 

nr fost Ox the opposi t i on was pr i vat e l i ke t hi s and no concer t ed 

act i on was t aken by ho communi ty agai nst r egi st r at i on. Ho ever , 

many ni sei  who wanted t o vol unt eer were i nf l uenced agai nst i t by 

t hei r par ent s. I di dn' t vol unt eer because o f  var i ous r es o ns . My 

ol der br ot her Hi r okazu was r ej ect ed because o f  h i s physi cal  di sa-

bi l i t y due t o ost eomyl i t i s as a chi l d. My younger br ot her was i n 

per f ect physi cal  condi t i on - but he was amono the l ai t 33 from Mi 1-

doka who wer e kept wai t i ng from March unt i l  Sept ember . 1he Army 

then not i f i ed them t hat they were not needed because the oonbat uni t 

at Camp Shel by was over - st af f ed, - f̂ter that my br ot her r eset t l ed 

out her e. He was kept st ewi ng l ong enough and now he i s not so 

noxi ous to go i nt o the Army, ônu body t ol d hi m r ecent l y t hat  t he 

Amy was openi ng up anot her ni sei  combat uni t at Camp Cr owder . My 

br ot her t hi nks that al l  of the ni sei  wi l l  be dr af t ed pr et t y soon 

and sent t her e because a coupl e of guy have tol d hi m t hi s . 

"I had a l ot of mental  c nf l i c t about vol unt eer i ng. Our fami l y 

f el t that one of the boys shoul d stay wi th the f ami l y. T was the 

one sel ect ed because I had been i ven 4- F c l assi f i cat i on bef o r e 
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and l i kel y to be r ej ect ed even i f I di d vol unt eer . I f el t that a 

gener al  dr af t was comi ng soon anyway so i t di un' t make nuch di f f er -

ence. My ol der br ot her al so had a physi cal  di sabi l i t y but he was i n 

a promi nent posi t i on i n camp and he vol unt eer ed to show that he was 

si ncer e i n what he sai d i n hi s edi t or i al . I f el t that my younger 

br ot her was much more physi cal l y f i t t han any of us an5 I \ a s p r .t t y 

sure that he woul d be t aken. :"y ol der br ot her thought he coul d be 

f i t t ed i nt o the Amy i n some sor t of spec i al  work whi ch woul d not 

put too much emphasi s upon hi s physi cal  condi t i on. That l ef t me wi t h 

the f ami l y. I had one s i st er l ef t i n camp, the ot her one had mar r i ed 

bef or e ev cuat i on, and i t  was a cer t ai nt y t hat  my dad coul d not sup-

por t my mother i f he ever got out of camp.. I t was pr et t y much of a 

r at i onal i zat i on on my par t when compared to the f act that f our bro-

t her s from one fami l y i n our camp bi d vol unt eer ed. 

" ow I f i nd t hat i t i s di f f i c ul t to irake a go out her e and my 

consci ence does i nf r i nge upon me occasi on? l l y and I have a f eel i ng 

of gui l t . I al so hol d cer t ai n convi ct i ons and I t hi nk I am wi l l i ng 

to f i ght f or them. That i s why I have wondered -  bout vol unt eer i ng 

from out her e. I am begi nni ng to t hi nk ser i ousl y of i t but I haven't 

deci ded what to do. Anot her f act i s that al l  the yuung f el l ows arc 

i n uni for m now and i t makes me f eel  sort of conspi cuous not to be i n 

the ser vi ce. I don't know what I wi l l  do bout i t al t ho I pr obabl y 

wi l l  wai t f or the dr af t now. 

"I n Mi ni doka I r eal i zed more f ul l y the probl em of the J apanese 

i n a wor l d of democr acy. I n some cases, i t doesn't seem as though . 

al l  t he peopl e i n t hi s count r y act ual l y want the def eat of di scr i mi -

nat i on i n our mi dst . The reat i onar .y f or ces are st i l l  / i t h us and I 

t hi nk the showdown i s yet to come. The Hear st nape. s s t i l l  r un a l ot 

of t ie sensat i onal  st uf f at t acki ng def ensel ess gr oups and ther e i s a 
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danger that the emot i onal  r eact i onar y movement may gai n headway once 

more i f and when the al l - out ef f or t i s turned towar ds the or i ent , 

I don't t hi nk the ev ouat i on or the camp l i f e di s i l l usi oned me to a 

gr eat er ext ent than bef or e, but I am more aout el y awar e that i t i s a 

bi g probl em f ac i ng us, 

L f t er the r egi st r at i on, I had the i nt ent i on of l et  vi ng camp but 

J  di d not do anyt hi ng about i t unt i l  Apr i l . I suppor ted the re-

set t l ement move i n my newspaper col umn, ŝ we began to get more j ob 

of f er s ot he than farm and domest i c wor k, I deci ded to take def i ni t e 

st eps. The f act that the ni sei  were bei ng dr ai ned away by vol un-

t eer i ng and r eset t l ement was anot her i mmedi ate r eason why I deci ded 

to act on. my behal f . The whol e tempo of r eset t l ement speeded up 

r i  ht af t er r egi st r at i on and I got the f ver . I l ooked around for 

any sor t of j ob as an excuse t o get out on. I f i gur ed that I coul d 

then l ,ook around f or seine t hi ng mo e i n my l i near . I s t i l l  was not 

sure of what I wanted to do and I had to f i nd out what I was capabl e 

of doi ng f i r s t , I f el t t hat I coul d make bet t er contact i f I got 

out her e f i r st . I wasn't get t i ng any younger i n camp md I knew 

that I had to act soon. I knew that i f I r emai ned i n camp I woul d 

not get the oppor t uni t y to f i nd out exact l y what I coul d do because 

camp l i f e i mpr essed me then as a temporary phase i n ny l i f e. I 

kne?/ t hat I woul d have to make a f r esh st ar t on tho out si de. I was 

f ul l  of ant i c i pat i ons and expect at i ons; but at the same t i me, I 

t r i ed to be pr act i cal  about i t and r eal i ze that t her e were cer t ai n 

obst al cer whi ch woul d not make i t too easy. I was goi ng out of 

camp to work and not to pl ay. I t was di f f er ' no4"f r om goi ng to t he 

(Fol l owi ng ar e some comments by I I I romasa mm* i n the center 

paper showi ng at t i t ude towards r eset t l ement .) 
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T I M E O U T Thanks t o t he Ar my, Gi r l s 
o f  Mi ni dok a can h i t  t he 
r e l o c at i o n j ackpot  

Today t he gr eat er  par t  o f  t he pr obl em o f  r el o c at i o n #us t  be 

bor ne by t he n i s e i  g i r l s , F l oyd - chmoe dec l ar ed dur i ng h i s r ecent  

s t ay i n Hunt , Sohmoe, who i s r epr es ent i ng t he Amer i can f r i en d s ' 

So c i et y on h i s i nt er mi t t ent  v i s i t s t o r e l o c at i o n c ent er s , i s i n 

a po s i t i o n t o cat ch f o r  us t he qui c k s h i f t s i n t he wi nd. 

The So c i e t y ' s r el o c at i o n schemes wer e i nnounc ed i  medi at el y 

a f t e r  t he V/RA o ut l i ned i t s p o l i c i e s . s chmoe was her e once bef o r e 

t o o f f e r  what  t he So c i et y was wi l l i n g t o make av a i l ab l e t o i nt er -

es t ed r es i den t s , s t udent s , p r o f es s i o na l s , and c o l l ege gr aduat es 

r ec ei v ed t he br unt  .of  t he pr oddi ngs at  t he t i me. 

Now as t he r es u l t  o f  t he i n f l ux of  mal e r es i dent s i nt o t he 

ar my t he scene i s wi de open f o r  t he g i r l s t o t ake ov er . Much o f  

t he pr ogr am's s uc c es s r es t s wi t h t he degr ee o f  ent hus i as m t he 

g i r l s ar e di s pos ed t o show. 

al t hough t o i  i di cat e t he pr es enc e o f  par ent a l  f r owni ng w : i c h 

i s bound t o f a l l  upon t h i s devel opment  i s not  t o mar k out  a 

r ac i a l  c har ac t er i s t i c , t he f ac t  r emai ns t hat  op. o s i t i o n t o t he 

r el o c at i o n o f  many f emi ni ne r es i dent s her e wi l l  be v o i c ed by a 

chor us of  c ons i der abl e s i z e . Gi r l s o f  age have i  t t empt ed bef o r e 

t h i s t o get  out . - - ome er e al r eady mak i ng t hei r  way i n Chi c ago , 

�Denver , â l t  - âke u i t y , e t c . , good adj us t ment s comi ng t o t hem 

as much as t hey ar e wi l l i n g t o f i gh t  f o r  t hem. &ut  as many r emai n 

her e because of  par ent al  bans . 

Cl ear l y t he g i r l s must  p i c :: up t he br ooms t o sweep o f f  t he 

webs t hat  f i l m i s s e i  eyes f r om s eei ng t he r e l o c at i o n p i c t ur e 
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st r ai ght . The f act s to but t r ess the cause are many, and none are 

so compel l i ng as the one that the demand for femi ni ne l abor i s as 

gr eat as that f or men, i f not gr eat er , accor di ng to Schmoe. 

Arguments for i mmedi ate r el ocat i on have been pr esent ed bef or e 

and the condi t i ons whi ch cal l ed them up, i f anyt hi ng, have become 

accent uat ed. To omi t counter - assumpt i ons for the t i me, the em-

pl oyment si t uat i on now i s bet t er t han i t woul d be dur i ng the rush 

by war manpower r el eased f or what ever post - war J obs that wi l l  be 

avai l abl e. Fur t her mor e, acc l i mat i zat i on today paves the way to a 

normal  adj ust ment l at er , i t woul d seem. 

Wr i nkl es i n the r el ocat i on pi ct ur e do exi st , but they seem 

to the ki nd that women woul d be eager to smooth out who l ook to-

ward the day when they can sow the seeds f ur the f l ower i ng of 

J apanese- Amer i can r oot i ng i n the democrat i c ways. The test ., and 

the t r ai ni ng even, engender ed i n evacuat i on shoul d have added to 

t hei r moral  si news. 

You don't have to t el l  us�t hey can do i t . �Dai ki  M. 

�The Mi ni doka I r r i gat or 
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T I M E O U T 

The r oundi ng out  o f  t he evacuee y ear  i s now a ques t i on o f  a 

f ew week s . At  no t i me has a y ear  p l ay ed out  bef o r e our  ver y eyes 

t i e f l ux and go t hat  o r d i nar i l y eke t hemsel ves i nt o our  c onsc i ous -

nes s onl y a f t e r  c ar ef u l  s t udy i ng o f  t hem made po s s i b l e y ear s a f t er  

t he i r  o c c ur r enc e. 

A y ear  ego we wer e beggi ng t he mar ch of  event ; t o wai t  u n t i l  

we had put  i n ano t her  s pr i ng quar t er  at  s c ho o l . T h i s i n s p i t e of  

t he c o nv i c t i o ns we ent er t a i ned about  t he unr e l en t i ng r eal i s m o f  

t he mat er i a l  wo r l d . Of  c our s e, we had no i l l u s i o n s . Spr i ng 

quar t er  we d i d n ' t  s t udy . We wo r k ed. 

But  our  emot i onal  hab i t s wer e t i ed up wi t h a l l  t hat  we had 

l ear ned t o put  i nt o s t ud i es , f r i ends and t he do i ngs t hat  go wi t h 

s c ho o l . Ther e was so much mor e t o l ear n bef o r e we coul d con-

v i nc i ng l y put  t o get her  t he gr ound wor k whi ch o bv i o us l y has t o 

e x i s t , even f o r  a wo r l d seemi ngl y a s t r uc t ur e o f  d i s o r der  and 

c o n t r ad i c t i o ns . V.© i n our  f i r s t  f ew y ear s had j us t  begun t o p i c k 

up our  t o o l s . 

Ther e v/er e t hose whose comr adeshi p we hat ed t o l o s e . Ther e 

wer e o t her s who seemed t o o f f e r  such pr omi s i ng hopes f o r  t he 

f u t u r e . The f i ne t h i ngs t o come f r om t hes e as s o c i at i o ns seemed 

i mmeasur abl e t o us at  t he t i me. 

But  t he r ea l i s m i n t he i mper at i v es o f  p o l i t i c s and economi cs 

v/er e t o ei ng t he l i n e , and t he f ac t  was never  mor e appar ent  t o us 

t han at  t hat  t i me. The t a l k of  ev ac uat i on kept  us t eet er - t o t t er -

i ng dur i ng wi n t er  quar t er . Not  l ong a f t e r  we know i t  was go i ng 

t o be a f a c t , ..e gave up s c ho o l , and t  ten our  w ys v/er e cut  shor t  

by t he dev i c e of  c ur f ew. 
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"I f eel  t hat  I owe i t  t o my s el f  t o cr owd ev er y t h i ng I con-

s i der  wor t hwhi l e i nt o my l ast days h e r e , " a f r i dndj and v o l unt eer  

t e l l s me t hes e day s . Such was t he t one o f  t he pr e- evacuat i on 

day s . L i f e i s l o nger  t han t hes e wor ds seem t o c r edi t  i t  wi t h , 

but  i t  

was obv i ous t hat  t he o l d ways wer e a s t ar t i ng p l ac e t o 

whi c h t her e coul d be no r oad bac k . 

I t  was as i f  we wer e t hr own back t o c h i l dho o d, want i ng t o 

t ouch t h i ngs and f o r ev er  f ee l i ng t he po i gnanc y i n bei ng upr oot ed 

f r om home and bel oved haunt s . 

Ray , c r ac k i ng t he books by day and at  t he shi pywar ds n i ght s , 

mor e h i ms el f  t han ev er  bef o r e, never  t oo f a r  up t o h i s neck t hat  

he c o u l dn ' t  s ens e t he r oads c l o s i ng up on h i s f e l l o w men. And 

o t her s , out  t o show us t he bes t  of  t i mes wer e c ur s i ng t he movi ng 

and s hak i ng behi nd t he shadows whi ch v/er e t o par t  f r i ends . I t  was 

ver y har d t o l eav e t hem a l l . 

Cons i der  t hese J j apses i nt o moment s i n t he past  whose po i gnancy 

i s made l es s shar p by a l i f e o f  i t s own whi ch has devel oped ar ound 

t he c ondi t i ons of  ev ac uat i o n . The l o nel i nes s and unc er t a i n t y ar e 

exp l a i nabl e t oday when t hey ar e p i ec ed i nt o t he j i gs aw changes of  

t he t i mes . 

They ar e t he b l es s i ngs o f  yout h whi ch make adj us t ment s t o t he 

new r e l a t i v e l y s i mpl e i n s p i t e o f  t he wei ght  of  ar s o c i at i o ns l e f t  

behi nd wi t h t he o l d . I n t h i s way t he c ent er s have been our  s o c i a l  

pr i mer s , and we heve much t o t ake away when we et  out  of  t he 

t r ans i t i o n s t ages of  our  j our ney . � Da i k i  M. 
- - The Mi ni dok o I r r i gat o r  
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T I M E O U T 

I st r aggl e i nt o the mess hal l  f or br eakf ast , unabl e to shake 

of f the i nevi t abl e af t er - ef f ect s of an enfor ced l eavi ng of my cot . 

Usual l y I for ego my morni ng cof f ee and t oast , but t hi s t i me I have 

to see my f r i end of f from the admi n ar ea. He i s l eavi ng f or Chi -

cago, I t i s j ust a f r i endshi p ar i s i ng out of the enfor ced r el a-

t i onshi ps of evacuat i on. I t i s j ust the same, a f r i endshi p I want 

to cont i nue af t er we meet agai n. 

I am br eat hl ess from the hur r y up to the bus. 'hen I get there 

the f el l ow and hi s par t ner ar e beami ng. They are passi ng out j okes 

as gener ousl y as the proud new f at her hands out the c i gar s, I 

shake on t hese par t i ng qui ps and remi nd hi m that not even Chi cago i s 

the whol e wor l d, by whi ch I mean that we wi l l  s t i l l  be around some-

wher e. "Wr i t e you sonf agun," I t el l  hi m. 

" I ' l l  get you a j ob i n Bat on Rouge J " my f r i end says i n a f i nal  

f l ar e of hi s good humor . Wi th event s such as t hese the f i r st year 

of evacuat i on i s bei ng marked out . 

For the evacuee, l i l 'e measured i n terms of war condi t i ons has 

been r el at i vel y secur e. Meal s, what ever t l ei r shor t comi ngs, were 

pl anned f or us. Eat i ng i nvol ved no s l o p i ng and the at t endant wor-

r i es gr owi ng out of r at i oni ng. - *nd al t hough our ear ni ngs were on 

the f r act i onal  l evel , we were never pest er ed by a demandi ng l and-

l or d. I t shoul d be r ecor ded that our si ngl e rooms, r egar dl ess of 

the si ze of the f ami l y, r ul ed out a l ast possi bl e r efuge when 

pr i vacy was b i ng sought . 

And to more or l ess t ur n the t abl es, the comi ng year wi l l  f i nd 

many of the evacuees exchangi ng the secur i t y assur ed wi t hi n the 
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c ent er s f o r  t he p r i v i l eges i nher ent l y a par t  of  t ho nat i o nal  hab i t . 

Some ar e l eav i ng t he c ent er s wi t h guar ant ees not  a cent  mor e ent i -

c i ng t han f i f t y cent s f o r  an ho ur ' s l abo r . Peopl e out s i de wi l l  

t e l l  t hen how much of  t he ext er nal s o f  l i f e can be bought  f o r  t hat  

S* * 9 - i   ̂

But  what ever  t he degr ee o f  at t r ac t i v enes s of  our  j o bs , our  

r e l a t i o ns h i p t o t hem i s mor e t han what  o r d i nar i l y goes i nt o a boss-

dmpl oyee pac t . The i nes c apabl e f ac t  i s t hat  t he eyes of  t he nat i on 

ar e f i xed upon us t oday . The pr ogr es s i v es who back us as wel l  as 

t he pr o f es s i o nal  ba i t er s ar e bu i l d i ng up c as es t o f ur t her  t hei r  

r es pec t i v e c aus es . Whet her  we f eed t he appet i t es o f  one or  t he 

o t her  hangs on t he manner  o f  behav i o r  t o and at  our  j obs . 

An i n t e l l i gent  appr oac h, o f  c our s e, bar s r ac e c ons i der at i ons 

whet her  J apanese or  Negr oes ar e c onc er ned. Nev er t hel es s t he l o t  

whi ch has been our s t he past  year  has , i n ef f ec t  i f  not  per f o r c e, 

made t he nat i on c onsc i ous of  our  pr obl em whi ch has o f t en been 

mi s t at ed or  s t at ed onl y p ar t i a l l y . 

Our  r e- ac c l i mat i zat i on per i od i n Chi c ago , Denver , Sal t  Lake 

Ci t y , Cl ev el and, or  wher ever  we choose t o r e l o c at e, wi l l  be f r au ; ht  

wi t h suspended j udgment s , whose c r y s t a l l i z at i o n i nt o one at t i t ude 

or  anot her  wi l l  f o l l ow t he r ecor d of  what  we show our s el ves t o be 

l i k e . 

The empl oyer s who h*v e dec l ar ed a wi l l i ngn ss t o h i r e us need 

t he pr oof  t hat  v/e ar r  up t o t he r es p o ns i b i l i t i es t hat  ar e demanded 

of  us now. We neee- d t he pr oo f  t o di s pel  t he c ar pi ng of  i ndi ges t ed 

mi nds and t he r ant i ng of  gr oups out  t o make t he t er n J apanese 

Amer i can synonymous wi t h ant i - Amer i cani sm. 

Bar r i ng f o r des beyond our  c o nt r o l , i t  i s a l l  up t o us . Our  





ear l y May I  f i n a l l y ot  a chance f o r  a j ob t hat  w ul d get  

me out  of  camp. I  s i gned up f o r  an unk i l l ed 1 bor  j ob f o r  t he 

Cuneo P r es s i n Chi c ago t hr u t he RA r epr es ent at i v e i n camp. The 

Cuneo F r es s o f f er ed us 62 1 / 2 cent s an hour  and a pr oml i e o f  a l a t er  

r a i s e t o 67 1 . 2 dent s . They al s o s a i d t  a t  t her e wr s a n i o k n l  bonus 

i f  we want ed t o wor k on a ni ght  s h i f t , p l us t i me and c ha l f  f o r  any 

over  t i me wor k . T h i s sounded l i k e p r et t y good wag s t o me f o r  un-

k i l l ed wor k and I  t hou/ht  I  woul d do i t  u n t i l  I  f ound somet hi ng 

1 

b e t t e r . J  I  came out  i n t he mi ddl e of  !!ay and t he company r epr es ent a-

t i v e pr omi sed me t hat  he wo u l d . l o o k f o r  somet hi ng mor e i n my l i ne 

a f t e r  I  got  her e but  he d i d not  l i v e up t o t h i s pr omi s e. 

"Ther e wer e t hr ee o f  us who came out  t oget her  on t h i s j ob. "e 

s t opped at  t he Yi 'C.i  f o r  a week or  s o . I hen we s t ar t ed t o l ook f o r  

an op ar t  mem t  of  our  own. One eveni ng we went  t o v i s i t  a n i s e i  f r i end 

t n ?'tupl e t . i  nd he sugges t ed t hat  t he Tapi s-  Manor  had t wo n i s e i  

g i r l s l i v i n g t her e and he t hou ;ht  wo m'.ght  be abl e t o get  i n a l s o . 

e .ent  down t her e and i nqui r ed f o r  r ooms r l , ht  awr y an-  t he l and-

l ady ac c ept ed u s . I  l a t e r  on t he - Ju. s t  r t ed t o send a l o t  o f  n i s e i  

out  t o t he l i apl e : an o r . For  a whi l e mor t  o f  t he occupant s wer e 

J eponeso but  now i t  i s about  50- 50. I  do n ' t  know t he exac t  number  

o f  J apanese i n ,ho house now but  t her e ar e about  40 o r  50 l i v i n g 

her e now. I  do n ' t  h ve t oo many c ont ac t s wi t h most  of  t hem. I  ha e 

been l i v i n her e <vor  s i nc e. 

"Ther e was no t h i n ex c i t i ng about  my uns k i l l ed j ob at  t he Cuneo 

P r es s , �.t  f i r s t  I  s t ar t ed as a p i l e r  f o r  a sewi ng machi ne /hi oh 

r  owed t i v booked t o get her . Then I  hel ped mt  on some ot her  machi ne 

l i k e f eed i ng t he s- i asher s and do i ng a l i t t l e l ayout  o r k . Dur i ng 

t i e pas t  summer  I  changed t o t he n i ght  s h i f t  as t her e was a f i v e 

c ent s a "i  hour  r a i s e do i n t hat . I  was l o o k l n f o r  ano t her  J ob a l l  
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the t i ne and once I  took a day o f f  to go see about a j ob. When I  

came back to t he Cuneo P r es s , t he f l oor l ady was angr y at ne so she 

sai d that I woul d have to go on a ni ght shi f t . Ther e were a l o t  o f  

young ki ds wor ki ng t her e dur i ng the sunnier and the day openi ngs were 

scar cer that t i ne. 

"I worked 10 hour s a day and aver aged ar ound 130 hour s per weekr 

on t he ni ght  s h i f t . I  c oul d have made j us t  as much on t he day shi f t 

as I  woul d have been ab l e t o put  i n mor e, ov er t i me, . her e was al so 

ano t her  i mpor t ant  r eas on why I  di d not  obj ec t  t o go i ng on t he ni ght 

s h i f t . 1 he t hr ee o f  us l i ved t o get her , at e t o get her , s l ept  t oget her  

and wor ked t oget her  so 1 f i gur ed t hat  I  s houl d nee l es s of  h m or  ̂

e l s e t hey woul d get  on my ner v es . I  had t o get  up t he f i r * t  one i n 

t he mor ni ng and wai t  ar ound f o r  t hem t o get  dr es s ed a f t e r  c oaxi ng 

t hem out  of  bed. I had t o be t hei r  nur semai d and do al l  t he cooki ng 

f o r  bre-  k f as t  and s t ar t  t he eveni n ; me 1. - nu t hen t hey d i d not  get  
i  

t o wor k on t i me. I  was t he o l des t  o f  t he t hr ee i  nd I  f e l t  mor e 

r es po ns i b l e f o r  t hem. Th t  why I  changed t o t he ni ght  s h i f t  be-

cause t hey woul d- have t o get  u . on t h e i r  own a f t e r  t hat , 

" I  wor ked on t he f o l d i ng m chi ne dur i ng t he ni ght  s h i f t  and i t 

w-  s a l i t t l e har der  wor k . I  di d t h i s f o r  t wo mont hs . Th l i ght  

s h i f t  was f r om 7 i n t he eveni ng u n t i l  5 a . i . t he next  mor ni ng, and 

t h i s r ul ed out  my s o c i a l  l i f e en t i r e l y , "he day s h i f t  had mor e 

openi ngs a f t er  t he summer  v ac at i on s i nc e t he s t udent s . e r e go i ng back 

t o s choo l  so I  f i n a l l y got  back on t he d?y s h i r t . I  onl y d i d t hi s 

f o r  t wo mor e weeks bef o r e I  saw an Ad i n t he paper  f o r  ano t her  j ob 

whi c h I  was s uc c es s f u l  i n set t  In-  i n -  opt  ember . 

her e must  have been about  200 n i s e i  i n a l l  o f  t he s h i f t s at  

Cuneo*s . They wer e on a l l  t  r ee f l o o r s . ?!any o f  t hem wer e g i r l s . 

The n i s e i  wer e mi xed i n .vi t h t he ot her  wo r k er s , but  t  cy wer e pre-
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domi nant l y J apanes e on sane f l o o r s , - or  exampl e, I  wor ked on one 

s h i f t  wher e a l l  or  the wor ker s exc ept  t he f or eman wer e n i s e i . The 

n i s e i  d i d not  get  t ho mor e s k i l l ed j obs bec aus e most  of  t hem wer e 

i nexper i enc ed and t hey had a l ac k o f  tr -  i n i n g . Ther e was a l o t  of  

mi xi ng amonj the ni sei  and they l i ved i n group t oget her . They al so 

went  i n group? to eat l unch. I.íany of them h? vo come di r ec t l y from 

the cent er s wher e they had been r ecr ui t ed as a croup. They di d not 

i j i i x too much wi th the Caucasi an wor ker s a 1tho a few of them di d. The 

Caucasi an wor ker s seemed to be pr et t y t ol er ant of the ni sei  and t hey 

di d not t r eat them as i nf er i or s. Ther e wer e one zoot sui t er s work-

i ng t the pl ant and they made fool s out of t hemsel ves by act i ng i n 

e boi st er ous way and t r yi ng to draw at t ent i on upon them- el ves, whi ch 

was not ver y f vor cbl y r ecei ved by ei t her the Caucasi an wor ker s or 

the ot her ni sei  t her e. 

"A l ot of ni sei  came to Cuneo*s to work af t er I had st ar t ed 

th r e. Ther e was a hi gh l abor turn- over t her e. M?ny of t he ni sei 

took t hi s j ob as the r eason and excuse f or comi ng out . I t was an 

easy way to get a j ob of f er and t l ot of them had the tame i dea that 

I  had about get t i ng a bet t er J ob l at er . A l ot of the ni sei , however , 

thought the wages were ext r emel y good and t hey st uck at t hei r J ob. 

Ot 'i ers were sat i sf i ed at f i r st but when they hoar d about the hi gh 

wages the ni sei  vere maki ng i n ot her pl ace , they qui t to get other 

j obc. The Cuneo Pr ess had a uni f or m pol i cy concer ni ng wages for the 

ni sei . I got a f i ve cents an hour r ai se af t er f or ki ng two months 

t her e. 

"I di dn't mi x» too such wi t h the ot her ni sei  except for the ones 

I had come out wi t h as most of t heni sei  wor ker s t her e were young 

squi r t s. I  di d not l i ke the i dea of wor ki n among r o many ni sei  and 

t hi s ur<;ed me on to f i nd anot her j ob. I had been cont act i ng var i ous 
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newspaper s i n t hi s : r ea f or possi bl e empl oyment s i nc e j our nal i sm had 

been my maj or i n col l ege and I thought I ' d l i ke to gi ve i t a t r i al  

i f I  coul d get the chance, I onl y had one j ob of f er as a pr oof 

r eader and not hi n ; el se. I  di dn' t hi t the bi g newspapers i n Chi cago 

as I  knew I woul d not have a chf nee wi t h them. Ife hi t the news-

paper s i n the subur bs but thfy séi d they had no openi ng al t ho they 

were ni ce ebout i t . 

"I t hen began to answer sever al  j ob c e l l s f or re- wr i te man and 

adver t i si ng appr ent i ce f or m- gaxi nes � I sai d I was a J apanes e Amer i -

can i n my l et t er s and I got no answer s at a l l . I t was t he ki nd of 

Ad wher e you send a l et t er to th box at t he newspaper  o f f i c e . I  

wasn't too hopef ul  of get t i ng a newspaper j ob f t  r  t hat . However , 

I  di d not become pessi mi st i c because I had not  r ea l l y hunt ed f o r  a 

j ob ser i ousl y yet . Hi  at  I had hoped f o r  was t o save some money at 

Curteo's and then take a few weeks of f to make anl nt ansi ve r ound of 

pl aces where t her e woul d be possi bl e openi ngs and to per s en l l y t r y 

to sel l  mysel f . 

n I n the mi ddl e of September I answer ed an adver t i sement f or a 

of f i ce c l er k, mai l i ng, f i l i ng and. er r and bay j o b. I a l s o pr  of r ead 

at t hi s j ob I do now. I t i s i n an adver t i si ng agenc y . One o f  tho 

r easons I changed j ob; was that Cuneo had too gr eat  a concent r at i on 

of ni sei  and l i v i ng wi t h so m ny of th m̂, I f el t that t h i s wcs not 

much of a change from camp, t her ef or e, Í  deci ded to change j obs and 

t hi s was par t of the r eason. 

"I rot l ess pay I n my j ob now. At Cuneo's I was maki ng between 

$35 and v 45 a week but now I onl y get MOO a month. Howev r , I made 

the change, not f or the sal ar y, but more for the oppor t uni t y i t wi l l  

event ual l y of f er . The j ob I am doi ng now i s r out i ne, but I t r equi r es 

a l i t t l e more headwork and ther e i s more v r i et y to i t . I don't l i ke 



t he mass pr oduot l on s t u f f  i n a hook f ac t o r y . I  wo u l dn ' t  have t ak en 

my pr es ent  J ob at  the Er wi n Wasey company but  the vi ce- pr esi dent 

sai d that he woul d gi v e me t r a i n i ng i n adver t i si ng copy wr i t i ng. I  

am not get t i ng t hat t r ai ni ng y t but  I  wi l l  pr et t y soon. Ther e i s a 
i  

guy t her e who i s wi l l i ng to br eak me i n, I t i s onl y a medi um si zed 

adver t i si ng agency wi t h t t ot 1 of about 24 peopl e i n the st af f . I 

get al ong excel l ent l y wi t h t i e of f i ce st af f and i t i s very i nfor mal  

dur i ng the of f i ce hour s, I donf t know f or sur e i i  I nave made any 

pr ogr ess or not , but i f I do get the adver t i si ng copy wr i t i ng t r ai n-

i ng t her e, I wi l l  have a good re. er en ce and I hope to get I i to a 

bet t er j ob i n that l i ne wi t h some ot her company l at er on si nce the 

company I work i n i s a l i t t l e smal l  and i t does not of f er too much 

advancement , 

''The f i r st day I wont to t hat j ob, I  di dn' t know that t he f el l ow 

who hel d the j ob befor e me was a Chi nese, The man who broke me i nt o 

the j ob as t i e of f i ce c l er k thought I was a Chi nese al so. Lat er I  

tol d hi m I was of ¿apaneae ancest r y and i t di dn't mat t er at al l , I 

have to go on many er r and ax* und the l oop and I an accept ed l i ke 

anyone el se. 

"My pr esent ambi t i o i  i s to l ear n a ver t i s i ng copy wr i t i ng as 

soon as I can so I can make a l i v i n; i t I t . ?ut per sonal l y, I  be-

l i eve that adver t i si ng i s a par asi t e bual n ss. -y l i t er ar y and 

j our nal i st i c ambi t i ons have been put to bed and I have no ambi t i ons 

f o r  that any mor e, I f eel  that t her e i s l ess of a fut ur e for me i n 

j our nal i sm t han i n adver t i si ng copy wr i t i ng. I an not s: t i sf i ed 

wi t h my pr esent st at us and I woul d not care to go on as an of i ce 

c l er k permane i t l y . *he J ob doesn't pay enough and I have to l i ve 

f r om pay day to pay day now. '.¿hat i s why I am not savi ng a cent . 

I  f ee l  t hat  I coul d make more i n a f act or y j ob, but that woul d not 



an much a fut ur e an my pr esent j ob. I may change my ambi t i on l at er 

on because of pr act i cal  r easons, but I an not cont empl at i ng that 

r i ght now. 

TM hav en ' t  t he s l i gh t es t  i dea of  ..Fiat  X wi l l  do af t er  t he war , 

I  woul d l i k e t o have a j ob t h<t  I  coul d coma b< ok t o i n case I  went  

i n t o t he Ar my. I  woul d l i k e t o be do i ng somet hi ng wher e I  can f ee l  

What ever  t a l ent s I  have ar e needed. I  an not  s er i o us l y cont emn'ac-

t i ng v o l unt eer i ng i nt o t he Ar my r i ght  now as i t  i n p r et t y vagu 

I ' v e been t o l d u n o f f i c i a l l y t hat  t  e dr af t  wi l l  be a c er t a i nt y r et t y 

s oon. I  expec t  i t  but  my st at u? i s s t i l l  4- 1T. I  d i d n ' t  even get  

r e- Ms as s i f i ed i nt o 4- C when t hey evac uat ed us . I  h: d hi j  h hl ood 

pr es s ur e at  t he t i me I  t ook my phy s i c a l  exami nat i on bef o r e t he war  

but  I  t h i nk t hat  I  am sound now. "y ni ght  pr obabl y br oug ht  on t he 

hl r *h bl ood pr es s ur e dur i ng t hose y ear s I  wor ked i n t he r er t i  i r ant . 

The dr af t  do es n ' t  wor r y me t oo much. I  t h i ak t hat  i f  I  get  r e-

exami ned aga i n , i n t he p h y s i c a l , t he Ar my wi l l  be l e r s s t r i ngent  and 

I  wi l l  be t ak en. I  wi l l  go i f  t hey /ant  me. I  am go i ng al ong now 

i n t he expec t at i o n t hat  t he dr i  f t  wi l l  get  me evont ual l ;- . That  i n 

why I  do n ' t  buy a l o t  o f  c l o t hes anymor e b: cause I  wi l l  not  have any 

need f o r  t h m i f  I  am dr a f t ed . 1 

*'T now f eel  t hat  i t  i s doubt  Ai l  whet her  I  wi l l  go b- .ck t o Seat t l e 

af sber  t he war . I t  v i l l  depend upon my chancer : o f  . o i n t her e t o make 

a l i v i n g and whet her  t her e / i l l  be any o ppo r t un i t i es f o r  me. Ther e 

i s no r es t aur ant  f o r  me t o go bi  ok t o , but  wo ar e s t i l l  nr .ki n.;; pay-

ment s on o ur  hou e y et . That  i s our  onl y r oo t s l e f t  i n e t i e . 

The house i s det er i o r at i ng bec ause t he pr es ent  t enant s ar e r u i n i ng 

i t . However , we c o nt i nue t o make payment s on t he house boo- use t her e 

i n a p o s s i b l i t y t hat  v:e may go b ok . The f ac t  i s t hat  t hc>,e house 

payment s come out  of  t he r ent  money and i t  i s no bur den on ur  . 
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WI  do n ' t  r ul e out  any par t  o f  t he count r y f o r  l i v i n � I f  t her e 

i s a chance f o r  economi c s ec ur i t y t her e, I  f o l l o w t he economi c se-

c ur i t y r eas ons mor e t han t he geo gr aph i c al  o r  s ent i ment al  c ho i c e o f  

p l ac es * I n my l i n e o f  wor k I  hope t o end up ev ent ual l y i n New Yor k 

Ci t y because t he most  chances f o r  adv er t i s i ng wor k i s t her e. 

"At  t he pr es ent  t i me I  am not  do i ng any t hi ng bout  r es et t l i ng 

my par ent s . ?!y br o t her  and s i s t e r  ar e out  her e and we coul d do i t  

bet ween us . But  i t  wi l l  make b i g I  i r oads i nt o our  I ncome. I  do n ' t  

f ee l  t hat  I  am s et t l ed enough yet  anyway . Anot her  t h i ng i s t hat  my 

par ent s woul d be l o nel y out  her e and t hat  i s an i mpor t ant  c ons i der a-

t i o n . My par ent s hav en ' t  expr es s ed t he des i r e t hat  t hey want  t o come 

out  a l t ho t hey do mi s s u s . But  t hey a l s o r ea l i z e t hat  i t  woul d be 

d i f f i c u l t  t o make a l i v i n g . Most  o f  t he i s ee i  i n camp ar e r el uc t -

ant  t o come o ut . Lfy younger  br ot h r  i s a s h i pp i ng c l er k i n a publ -

i s h i ng house h r e now. He l i v es down t he bl oc k and I  see hi m onee 

o r  t wi c e a week . He has h i s own gr oup t o go ar ound wi t h . I*y s i s t er  

i s s ec r et ar y i n ano t her  pub l i s h i ng ho us e, ¿he l i v es t wo or  t hr ee 

bl oc k s down wi t h t wo o t her  g i r l s and I  dr op i n t o see her  bout  once 

a week . The t hr ee o f  us her e have never  go t t en t oget her  t o t a l k 

about  f ami l y r  s et t l ement  and we t o n ' t  do i t  un l es s I  t ak e t he 

i n i t i a t i v e . I  hav en ' t  done any t h i ng about  i t  y e t . I  have been 

t h i  i k i ng t hat  we c oul d poo l  our  i ncomes and buy a house t o br i ng t he 

f ami l y out  t o but  I  want  t o be mor e s et t l ed f i r s t  bef o r e I  t ake any 

k i nd of  a s t ep l i k e t hat . Ther e i s al s o t he unc er t a i n l y o f  t he 

dr af t  whi c h may come any t i me. Ify br o t her  i n New Y o r k sugger  t s t hat  

we br i ng our  par ent s out  her e and he i s wi l l i n g t o come t o Chi cago 

and hel p out  but  i t  i s a l l  a vague p l an y e t , 

"S i nc e comi  i g out  her e, I  have r ev i v ed some i nt er es t  I n f  Lni sh-

i ng ly educ at i o n but  I  doubt  i f  I  go t hr u wi t h i t . I  c an see t he 
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f al u© o f  a c o l l ege degr ee and i t  does hel p i n get t i ng a good j o b. I t  

i s al way s an advant age nd i t  nay nean even nor e a f t e r  t he war  when 

ever ybody i s hunt i ng f o r  a j o b . But  I  have not  p i c k ed out  any s c hoo l  

as I  an not  i n any po s i t i o n t o do s o . I  shoul d be l o o k i ng f o r  eco-

nomi c s ec ur i t y mor e anyway, 

" I  hav en ' t  t r i ed t o move f r om t he Mapl e Manor  ho t el  because I  

have r un i n t o a l i t t l e d i s c r i mi nat i o n i n ho us i ng, ac t ua l l y we have 

never  l ooked t oo har d f o r  anot her  p l ac e and i f  wo do move, i t  wi l l  be 

because t he r ent  i s c heaper  and v/e wi l l  be c l o s er  t o our  j o b. Ther e 

ar e f i v e o f  us l i v i ng her e i n t h i s apar t ment . e have ano t her  bed-

r oom on t he o t her  s i de o f  t he k i t c hen and bat hr oom wirfck whi c h se-

par at es t he l i v i ng r oom f r om t he back par t  o f  t he apar t ment . The 

p l ac e her e i s c onveni ent  f o r  my wor k as i t  i s onl y 10 mi nut es away by 

s t r eet  o ar . However , we do p l an t o move event u. l l y t o a pl ac e out  

of  t he l oop bec aus e t he ni ghbor hood i s not  so good. The e l ec t r i c i t y 

i s D. C . cur r ent  and i t  i s ver y i nc onv enei ent  f o r  my phonogr aph. The 

r ent  wo pay i s t oo h i gh f o r  t h i s p l ac e a l s o , ¿o r  t he f i v e o f  us , i t  

adds up t o COO a mont h, "e get  ver y spot t y mai d s er v i c e because 

mai ds ar e pr et t y s c ar c e t her e day s . ..bout  t he onl y o t her  n i s ei  we 

dr op i n on i n t h i s ho t el  ar e t he t wo gr oups f r om Mi ni dok a t hat  we 

knew bef o r e. The ot her s t hat  we knew have al r eady moved o ut . The 

r es t  o f  t he 50 n i s e i  l i v i n her e ar e s t r anger s f r om Ca l i f o r n i a . . They 

ar e mos t l y s i ngl e f e l l o ws . Ther e er e a f ew n i s e i  ( i r i s i n our  bui l d-

i ng , but  t hey do n ' t  s t ay l ong bec aus e t he at mospher e i s not  v er y 

good. 

¡J 'The l andl ady has no o b j ec t i o ns t o t he n i s e i  and she does not  

car e about  t he c ongr egat i on bec aus e t he n i s e i  pay t hei r  r ent  pr oper l y 

and t hey do n ' t  t ear  up t he p l ac e . Lome o f  t he Cauc as i an r oomer s 

her e ar e o f  do ubt f u l  c har ac t er s anyway . They do n ' t  obj ec t  t oo nuc h. 



Tl i er e er e s ev er al  s i ng l e Cauc as i an g i r l s l i v i n g her e and a f ew 

f ami l i es . The young gi r l  who i s t he ni ght  c l er k her e i s a Hawai i an 

and she l i v es wi t h her f ami l y i n t h i s bu i l d i n g . Most  of  t he occupant s 

o f  t he ho t e l  ar e o l der  peopl e. The l andl ady l i v es i n t he bu i l d i ng 

al s o and she ac t s l i k e a madam f o r  a hous e. One o f  her  daught er s i s 

j us t  l i k e a pr ost i t utee-  and she hangs out  i n t he ho t el  ar ound t he 

c o r ner . 

"Two o f  my r oom mat es came t o Chi c ago wi t h me. They ar e bot h 

younger  t han I  am. I  knew one o f  t hem at  t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Washi ng-

t on and t he o t her  wor ked on t he newspaper  wi t h me at  Mi ni dok a so we 

came out  t og t her . Ther e i s a y ounger  f e l l o w her e 21 y ear s 

o l d and I  have f ound out  t hat  he i s ment al l y s l o w. I  do n ' t  car e 

ver y much f o r  m© hi m bec ause he g t s on my ner v es . He wor ks pr et t y 

l at e a ni ght  so he do es n ' t  bo t her  me any mor e. He i s n ' t  ver y t al k -

at i v e and he i s us ua l l y t he ' g o a t ' f o r  t he r es t  of  u s . He do es n ' t  

have much t o say I n a gener al  c o nv er s at i o n . 'Ye do not  i nc l ude hi m 

i n our  r ec r eat i o nal  pur s u i t s any mor e because he I s such a sad c as e. 

He mi s s es h i s mot her  a gr eat  dea l . He was t he onl y son and h i s 

f at her  i s dead so he has been p r et t y c l o s e t o h i s mot her . Once he 

t o l d me t h t  he was a v er y moody per s on and he sur e di d t e l l  t he 

t r u t h . The f i r s t  t i me he got  a l e t t e r  f r om h i s Mot her  he s t ar t ed t o 

bawl  r i ght  at  t he t abl e i n f r ont  o f  u s . He d i d n ' t  even have t he 

sense t o go i nt o t he b-  ok r oom and bawl  by h i ms e l f . He i s sur e c l ose 

t o h i s mot her . V7e have gi v en hi m some s ugges t i o ns t o devel op h i s 

per s o nal i t y but  i t  i s no use beoause he i s t oo s l ow ment al l y . 

M?Ty o t her  r oom mat e, Tanak n, wor ks I n a pas t i c f ac t o r y and t hey 

make Xm-  s dec o r at i o ns . He wor ks n i ght s now. My one o b j ec t i o n t o 

hi m i s t hat  he i s a ver y s l oppy r oommat e. I t  t akes ; gr eat  deal  of  

c oaxi ng i n or der  t o get  hi m t o c ar r y out  hi .s apar t ment  r es p o ns i b i l i t y 
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and he f eel s i ns ul t ed i f  he i s asked t o do h i s shor e of  t he work 

ar ound h er e . Tanaka qui t  Cuneo 's about  t ho sane t i ne X di d bec ause 

he t hought  he c oul d get  a h i gher  wage el s e her e and he was n ' t  ver y 

s a t i s f i ed wi t h h i s J ob. He i s onl y 24 and he has been t r y i ng t o get  

a j ob as a dr af t s man wi t hout  hav i ng any s uc c es s . I t  i s t he us ual  

s t o r y ; he get s t he r un ar ound. Tanat ea l ook s upon h i s pr es ent  j ob as 

somet hi ng t empor ar y . He v i o l en t l y obj ec t s t o f ac t o r y wo r k , l uch more 

t han I  do . 

"Y u j i , 23, was out  her e f i r s t . He o r i g i n a l l y c me f r om Por t l and 

and I  knew hi m v er y c as ual l y at  Mi n i do k a. He had a good j ob and he 

was get t i ng v er y good wages but  he qui t  bec ause he had t o commut e 4 

hour s t o and f r om t he j o b. He was i d l e f o r  a w i l e and t hen he got  

a pas t i es j ob i n t he same pl ac e as Tanak a. He di d not  l i k e t hat  so 

he q u i t . Then he l o af ed f o r  t wo weeks# Now he i s wor k i ng i n a 

t r a i l e r  comp ny and he makes - .1.00 an ho ur . He i s l onesome out  her e 

and he want s t o go back t o camp. I  t h i nk he s c r et l y want « t o o 

back t her e t o s t ay . We have t r i ed t o i nc l ude hi m i n our  ac t i v i t i es 

but  he s t ay s home and wr i t es l e t t er s ever y n i g h t . He i s onl y 23 

and t her e i s r ea l l y no t h i ng wr on wi t h hi m exc ept  t hat  he i s r es t l es s 

and he h a s n ' t  adj us t ed h i ms el f  f r om bei ng away f r om h i s f ami l y . He 

want s t o v i s i t  camp i n December  and I  t h i nk t hat  he i s go i ng t o qui t  

at  t hat  t i me. He s ays t hat  he c an gat  a j ob any t i me so he i s n ' t  

wo r r i ed, at  one t i me Y u j i  was c o n s i d e r i n g t o v o l unt eer  f o r  t he 

Ar my I n t e l l i genc e ohool  at  r avag' but  he changed h i s r Und at  t he 

l as t  mi nut e. 

"Tanabe i s t he l as t  o f  my r oom mat es and he i s a sor t  o f  pr ov i -

s i o nal  r es i dent . He br ought  h i s cot  out  her e wi t h hi m so we l et  hi m 

move i n f o r  t he t i me bei ng. He i s 24 y ear s o l d and I  knew hi m a 

l i t t l e at  t he Un i v er s i t y of  aeh i n t o n. hen he came out  her e he had 
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a J ob wi t h a l i b r ar y as s o c i at i o n as a pr oo f  r eader . He qui t  t hat  

J ob t o go up t o Mi nneapo l i s t o l o k ar ound f o r  anot her  j ob as he di d 

not  l i k e Chi oa o . He k i l l ed o out  t wo weeks up t her e and he di d not  

f i nd a j o b. He had vo l unt eer ed t hr ee o r  f our  t i  es f o r  Camp Savage 

but  he was al ways r ej ec t ed bec ause he was an a l i en , i f̂ t er  he canie 

back t o l i v e wi t h us , he wor ked f o r  a shor t  t i me at  Mo Cl ur g ' s wher e 

t her e ar e a l o t  of  n i s e i  wo r k i ng, but  he qui t  f o r  a bet t er  J ob at  

t he Gl o - L i ght  Company. He i s t he l eas t  p o l i t i c a l l y mi nded of  any o f  

u s and he i s v er y eas y go i n g . But  he want s t o get  a uni f o r m on ver y 

badl y as he t hi nk s t hat  t h i s wi l l  make hi m mor e s o ph i s t i c at ed . The 

o t her  day he got  wor d f r om t he Array t hat  he had been f i n a l l y ac c ept ed 

f o r  Camp Savage end he expec t s t o be i nduc t ed i n about  t hr ee week s . 

I  have t he l eas t  r un- i ns wi t h hi m bec aus e Tan be h s had expe i enee 

i n l i v i ng wi t h o t her  f e l l o ws bef o r e at  t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Washi ngt on 

and he has l i v ed away f r om home f o r  o u i t e a wh i l e and he under s t ands 

t he gi v e and t ake id< a i n c ooper at i ve l i v i n g , I  r at her  suspec t  t hat  

he want s t o get  i nt o t he Ar my bec ause t hen h e ' l l  get  c i t i z en s h i p . 

He oame o y er  as a young k i d and he i s J us t  as Amer i c ani zed as any 

n i s e i . 

n I  do n ' t  know why I  am l i v i n g wi t h t hes e f o l l o ws bu I  f i nd i t  

enj oy abl e enough, l̂ t ho I  am t he o l des t , we ar  al ways k i dd i ng each 

o t her  about . I  have t o ac t  as sor t  o f  t he boss ar ound her e b-  cause 

t he apar t ment  woul d get  t oo messy o t her wi s e. T r nabe, Tenaka and I  

do t he most  t h i ngs t o get her  and we i nc l ude Y u j i  i f  he want s t o come. 

' e do n ' t  as k our  dumb f r i end any mor e bec ause he do es n ' t  f i t  i n at  

a l l . The t hr ee o f  us who went  t o t he Un i v er s i t y o f  aahi ngt o n 

us ual l y do t h i ngs t oget her  t he mos t . We Ur ge Y u j i  t o come al ong but  

he has t o wr i t e t oo manj r  l e t t e r s and occ s i o na l l y he goes t o see a 
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f r i end on t he s o u t h s i de . Sunday 

"f unday i s about  t he o n l y day we c an get  t o get her  now s i nc e 

Tana be and Tanak a wor k at  n i gh t . >*<e go * up t o t he ho s t e l  snd t r y t o 

l ook up some g i r l s we know. They have an addr es s book up t her e and 

you can f i n d out  wher e g i r l s l i v e . V.'e have a l s o gone t o a l l  o f  t he 

YWCA ev en t s . " e went  t o a b i g YWC-  par t y one Sunday af t er no o n r e-

c ent l y and t hat  waa qu i t e a s pec t ac l e of  s t ar v ed n i s e i  r unni ng ar ound 

and gl ad t o see ev en c s ua l  f r i en d s . I t  was qu i t e a sad o f f a i r . 

Then somet i mes we go t o v i s i t  g i r l s i n t h e i r  apar t ment  and occa-

s i o n a l l y we ar e i  v i t ed ov er  f o r  d i n n e r . Many of  t he Sunday s J us t  

end un by go i ng t o a s how. Occas i o n a l l y we get  s epar at e dat es and 

go t o t he ¿»r agon f o r  d-  nc i ng or  e l s e t o a show. Onc e i n a wh i l e we 

do n ' t  hav e a t h i ng t o do on Sunday s and we t h i nk about  j o i n i ng t he 

YMCA but  i t  i s no us e bec aus e we do n ' t  have t he i n t er es t  i n i t  r i ght  

now. 

"T he way t h i ngs ar e now, t he o t her  ev eni ngs o f  t he week I  am 

p r ac t i c a l l y a l o n e . By t he t i me I  get  t hr u eat i ng wi t h t he f e l l o ws , 

i t  i s u s u a l l y 7 : 50 o r  8 o ' c l o c k . I  t hen go t o see my s i s t e r  or  

br o t her  or  e l s e some o t her  f r i e n d . T her e i s n ' t  much t i me f o r  any-

t h i ng e l s e . Once i n a wh i l e I  go t o a show by my s el f  but  what  I  

woul d l i k e t o do i s t o &et  a l i b r a r y car d i n t he pub l i c l i b r a r y so 

I  woul d hr  ve mor e r eas o n t o s t ay home ev en i ngs . I  have been f o o l i s h 

enough t o l e t  t hat  dumb r oom mat e o f  mi ne t o be such an obdes o i on 

t hat  I  have been s t ay i ng out  t o av o i d hi m. Now t hat  he wor k s l at e 

i n t he ev eni ng I  can go home and not  be bo t her ed. 
� 

"L a t e l y I  have been r eadi ng Hew Rep ub l i c , Na t i o n , Ti me and t he 

u s u a l  p i c t u r e magaz i nes , I  r ead t he ed i t o r i a l  and f eat ur e pages o f  

t he Ch i c ago Sun and I  l ook at  t he c l a s s i f i e d Ads of  t he Chi c ago 

T r i bu n e . The Ch i c ago Sun e d i t o r i a l  t ak e my gr eat es t  i n t er es t . I ' v e 
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ac t ual l y f i n i s hed r ead t og one f i c t i o n book s i nc e comi ng out  her e. 

I  f ought  some books on adv er t i s i ng and copy wr i t i ng but  I  hav en ' t  

l ooked i n t o t hem s er i o us l y y et . The r eas on f o r  t h i s was t hat  my boss 

t o l d me t hat  t he o nl y uns uc c es s f u l  adv er t i s i ng man wr ot e bo ks on 

adv er t i s i ng and I  woul d be bet t er  o f f  not  re-  d i ng t hem. 

"Onc e i n a whi l e I  wr i t e 1 t t er s t o my par  nt s i n camp. He l l , 

t hat  i s an ev eni ng'£ j ob i n i t s e l f  because Ni hongo i s so har d t o 

wr i t e . I  do n ' t  wr i t e t oo many o t her  l e t t e r s . 1et o r e when we wer e 

a l l  wor k i ng i n t h day t i me we used t o have v i s i t o r s oondng up ever y 

n i gh t . 'hen t he i n f l u x t o Chi c ago was gr eat  we had a l o t  o f  v i s i -

t or s and when t he i n f l ux dec l i ned , our  v i s i t o r s a l s o dr opped o f f . 

Ni s e i  s o l d i er s a l s o dr opped i n now and t hey t ake up our  t i me be-

cause we have t o en t er t a i n t hem. 1̂1 o f  t he$ want  us t o f i x up 

dat es f o r  t hem but  we have a har d t i me get t i ng dat es f o r  o ur s el v es . 

I  have about  20 c as ual  n i s e i  f r i ends her e wi t h i n my c i r c l e but  I  

know a l o t  mor e n i s e i  ac quai nt anc es . I  u s ua l l y s t ay i n my i nf o r mal  

gr oup bec ause I  do n ' t  have t he t i me t o see t he ot her  peo p l e. Occa-

s i o nal l y I  meet  a new n i s e i  t hr u my f r i ends and i f  we have any 

common i n t er es t  at  a l l  he i s added t o our  c i r c l e . I  us ual l y spend 

my t i me wi t h a v ei y set  i nner  bunc h. Ther e ar e bout  s i x i r i s i n 

our  bunch r i gh t  now. 

"Oc c as i o nal l y t he o t her  f e l l o es have an a l l  n i ght  pok er  s es s i o n 

h r e but  I  do n ' t  t ak e par t  i n i t  as I  am not  good at  c ar ds , '7e ar e 

never  a l l  t oget her  anymor e so t hat  we do n ' t  have t hes e car d s es s i o ns 

t oo o f t en . Bes i des , we nev er  spend our  days o f f  i n t he apar t ment . 

"Once i n a wh i l e we go bowl i ng o r  we go down t o shoot  po o l , t hat  i s 

bet t er  t han s t andi ng ar ound on t he s t r eet  c or ner s l i k e so many of  

t he boys ar ound her e do . T h i s was p ar t i c u l a r l y t r ue dur i ng t he 

su$rae r . 



"We us ua l l y eat  at  a J apanes e r es t aur ant  ac r os s t he s t r eet  be-

cause i t  i s c l o s e. A l o t  of  n i s e i  go t o eat  t her e. Ther e i s ano-

t her  J apanes e r es t aur ant  whi ch i s bet t i ng t o be qui t e a hang- out  f o r  

t he n i s e i . You know why a l l  t he zoo t  s u i t er s hang ar ound t het  

J apanese r es t aur ant  down on Cl ar k t . ? I t  i s bec ause P au l i ne i s 

l i v i ng ups t a i r s and do i ng ' b u s i n es s * . I  do n ' t  know much about  

P au l i ne but  she was wor k i ng at  Cuneo 's when I  was t her e, She used 

t o l i v e at  t he ' Y ' but  t hey k i c k ed her  out  a f t e r  t hey f ound out  t hat  

she was a p r o . She moved i nt o t h i s bu i l d i ng (Mapl e Manor ) and I  

used t o see her  i n t he l o bby , ¿he i s an at t r ac t i v e g i r l , r at her  

t a l l  and s o ph i s t i c at ed l o o k i ng , ĥe got  ho l e o f  a n i s e i  pi mp. He 

i s a sn icy l o o k i ng per s on, but  he l ooks shar p and he goes out  and 

get s bus i nes s f o r  her . A l l  t he n i s e i  f e l l o ws us ed t o go up t o her  

r oom f o r  a p i ec d . Then t he pi mp s t ar t ed t o bri i j g Arae: i c ans and 

s o l d i er s i n t o t he ho t e l . The l andl ady d i d not  l i k e t h i s so she 

k i c k ed t he g i r l  out . Now she i s l i v i n g above t hat  J apanes e r es t au-

r ant  down t her e and she do es n ' t  wor k any mor e at  Cuneo 's as she 

makes good bus i nes s wi t h a l l  t he n i s e i  f o l l ows go i ng up t her e. 

Ther e ar e some p r o s t i t u t i o n houses ar ound her e, but  t hey ar e not  

so good. A l o t  of  t he n i s e i  go t o Gar y , I ndi ana but  t hat  i s f a r  

away so t hey woul d r at her  go t o see t hat  n i s e i  g i r l . Ther e i s no 

J apanese communi t y ar ound her e so t hat  t hese f el l o ws ar e pr et t y 

bo l d. They ar e young and t h i s i s t he f i r s t  t i me t hey have had a 

chance t o sow t hei r  wi l d o at s . Ther e ar e a l o t  of  zoot  s u i t er s who 

hang ar ound t h i s ar ea and some o f  t hem have hak u j i n g i r l s t hat  t hey 

have p i c k ed up . I  hav en ' t  hear d of  t hem h v l ng any f i gh t s wi t h 

F i l i p i n o s over  t hese g i r l s but  i t  i s a p o s s i b l i t y . 

" I t  seems t o me t hat  a l l  of  t he n i s e i  gr oups out  her e go ar ound 



i n t hei r own l i t t l e c l i ques, and they never al l  get t oget her at one 

t i me. Maybe that i s because they haven't a common pl ace t o meet 

t oget her . I woul dn't oare to know a l ot o f  ni sei , espec i al l y the 

zoot sui t er t ype, because t hei r cl ot hes and behavi or l ead me to 

bel i eve that we woul d not have any common i nt er est , 

J J One eveni ng r ec ent l y bef o r e t he c o l d s pel l  set  i n , a f r i end o f  

mi ne and I  l e f t  t he ho t el  her e about  10 o ' c l o c k at  ni ght  t o go t o a 

r es t aur ant  and t her e wer e 15 n i s e i  s i t t i ng out  i n f r o nt . I  j us t  

c o u l dn ' t  appr ove t hat  i n my mi nd bec ause t hey had been adv i s ed not  

t o be s een i n such l ar ge hunc hes . I  t hought  i t  was c r ac y anyhow. 

They wer e do i ng t he o t her  n i s e i  a har m bec ause t hey t a l k ed so l o ud l y . 

Ther e used t o be many of  t her e smal l  bunches who s t ood ar ound on 

Cl ar k s t r eet  wa i t i n g f o r  no t hi ng i n p ar t i c u l a r . They had a s u l t r y 

l ook on t hei r  f ac es a l l  t he t i me. I  f e l t  t hat  at  l eas t  t hey coul d 

go t o a show o r  even t o a poo l  h a l l . When peopl e sec t hese l one-

hai r ed guys hangi ng ar ound on t he s t r eet  c o r ner s , t hey nat ur al l y 

conc l ude t hat  t he f el &ows ar e on t he p r o e l , whi ch i s t r ue enoueh. I t  

do es n ' t  do t hem any good t o s t and i n bunches i n t he s t r eet  anyway . 

f ound qu i t e a f ew n i s e i  who t h i nk t he way I  do about  t h i s . 

"e ' v e 

been t o l d no t  t o go t o t av er ns . I t  was n ' t  an or der  but  wo 

wer e t o l d t hat  i t  woul d be f o r  our  bes t  p r o t ec t i o n . However , one of  

my f r i ends 16 a but c her  out  on t he wes t s i de and he get s meat  ver y 

c heapl y and wi t hout  po i nt s whi ch he gi v es t o t he t aver n bo s s . I n 

r et ur n t he boss has become ver y t o l er ant  about  n i s ei  go i ng t o h i s 

t av er n. The f e l l o w s t ar t ed t o br i ng h i s o t her  n i s e i  f r i ends t her e. 

The t av er n boss k i c k s any Cauc as i an dr unk out  who want s t o s t ar t  a 

f i gh t  wi t h t hese n i s e i . I  go t her e o c c as i o nal l y but  we never  go 

t her e i n dr ov es . 



n T h i s f r i en d o f  mi ne makes v ei y good money on h i s J ob and he 

l i k e s t o spend i t  t o o . - v er y once i n a wh i l e he r ent s a o ar  and he 

t ak es a l i t t l e t r i p t o i  s cons i n o r  some o t her  p l ac e . F o r  a wh i l e 

he was t ak i ng t he'- e t r i p s al mos t  ev er y week but  he do es n ' t  go so 

o f t en now t hat  wi n t e r  i s c omi ng. He t o l d me t hat  he mi ght  as we l l  

en j o y t he money he maker , bec aus e he d i d n ' t  know when h e ' l l  ev er  get  

t he us e out  o f  i t  i f  he s av ed . He f i gu r ed i t  was eas y money any way , 

l i s gr oup p l ay s pok er  qu i t e a b i t  and somet i mes t hey have p r et t y b i g 

s t ak es . 1'y k i d br o t her  bel o ngs t o t h i s gr o up . They a l l  wor k p r et t y 

s t eady t ho , and t hey d o n ' t  f o o l  ar ound t oo much l i k e some o f  t he 

o t her  n i s e i . ! r y br o t her  used t o be ver y uns t eady when he wor ked f o r  

dad but  he i s much mor e r e l i a b l e i n h i s j ob no w. That  i s bec aus e he 

r e a l i z e s t hat  he l i as t o make h i s own l i v i n g and he c a n ' t  l o a f  on t he 

j o b . My br o t her  s t i l l  f ee l s t hat  he may ev en t u a l l y get  c a l l ed t o 

t he A my so he want s t o have a good t i me nov;. 

I d o n ' t  d r i nk much mo e t han I  d i d bef o r e . Once i n a wh i l e I 

get  t o f e e l  p r e t t y good but  i t  i s t oo expen: i ve f o r  me t o go on b i g 

d r i n k i n g s p r eer . :"y r oom mat es ar e not  ex c es s i v e d r i nk er s so I  may 

ev en be d r i n k i n g l e s s t han b e f o r e . Maybe i f  I  wer e l i v i n wi t h a 

d r i n k i n g gr o up , I woul d be d r i nk i ng a l o t  mor e. : one t i mes I go t o 

t he c o c k t a i l  l ounges i n t he l oop t o l i s t e n t o t he c o l o r ed mus i c i ans 

and t h en I have a f ew d r i n k s . I know t hat  t h i s i s f o o l i s h on t he 

i ncome I am g e t t i n g but  I en j o y i t  bec aus e I  have i n t er es t  i n cer -

t a i n t ypes o f  j az z - l usi c y e t . 

r ,A l o t  o f  t he boys I know, and even I o c c as i o n a l l y , ar e r egu-

l a r  v i s i t o r s t o t he ho us es o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n . I do n ' t  do t hat  sor t  

o f  t h i ng as much as bef o r e bec ause I am o l de r  and I t  i s not  a no-

v e l t y anymor e. The f unny t h i ng i s t hat  t he f e l l o ws wer e a l l  s o ar ed 

t o go t o t he Hous es f o r  a l o ng t i me bec aus e t hey t hour ht  t hey woul d 



- 4 * -

be d i s c r i mi nat ed aga i n s t . However , t he p r o s t i t u t es do n ' t  c r̂ e be-

cause t hey t h i nk t he f el l o ws ar e Chi nes e anyway. The onl y ones t hey 

do n ' t  t ak e ar e negr o es . One of  t he f el l ows I  know get s a whi t e g i r l  

down t o h i s r oom a l l  t he t i me. I  bet  he i s pay i ng her  p l ent y f o r  

t h i s . The houses o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n ar e now ver y c l o s e ar ound her e. 

As f ar  as I  know, t her e i s no dec i ded p r o s t i t u t i o n d i s t r i c t s i n t h i s 

a r ea . Most  o f  t he f el l o ws go t o Gar y , I ndi ana and a l o t  of  t hem go 

pr et t y o f t en . Ar ound t he c o r ner  f r om her e t her e i s a semi - pr o ho t el  

and some of  t he n i s ei  go t her e . T h i s i s t he f i r s t  t i me t hat  many o f  

t he n i s e i  have ev er  done such a t h i ng and t her e i s nobody t o put  t he 

pr es s ur e on t hem not  t o go . They mos t l y go f o r  t he novel t y o f  i t . 

I  hav en ' t  been t o t he t axi  dance h a l l s ar ound her e, but  some of  t he 

n i s e i  go . I  do n ' t  go because most  o f  t he whi t e g i r l s t her e ar e much 

t a l l e r  t han I  am and bes i des t he F i l i p i n o s do n ' t  l i k e i t  i f  a l o t  o f  

n i s e i  cane ar ound. The onl y danc i ng I  do i s when I  t ak e a n i s e i  g i r l  

t o t he Ar agon once i n a wh i l e . 

"On t he who l e, t he v/ay most  n i s e i  ar e ex i s t i ng now, i t  i s not  

s at i s f ac t o r y t o t hem. They ar e r es t l es s nd t hey have no de f i n i t e 

p l ac e t o go f o r  r ec r eat i o nal  a c t i v i t i e s . I  make t he same c ompl ai nt s 

my s el f . But  a l l  of  t he smal l  n i s e i  gr oups seen t o have r eas onabl y 

enough t o do even i f  t  ey do n ' t  get  t oget her  wi t h each o t her . The 

n i s e i  spend much mor e f o r  r ec r eat i o n now t han t hey ev er  di d on t he 

c o as t . The onl y t h i ng absent  i n t he i r  s o c i a l  l i f e i s a l ar ge or -

gani zed gr oup, and t hey s een t o be get t i ng al ong a l l  r i ght  wi t hout  

i t . par t  o f  t he n i s e i  t endenc y t o be r es t l es s and t o r un ar ound a 

l o t  now I s t he sowi ng o f  wi l d oat s o f  t he young n i s e i  who ar e l o o k i ng 

f o r  a good t i me. A l o t  of  my f r i ends ar e cont ent  t o spend t hei r  

pay checks on c l o t hes and da- i ci ng at  t he Ar agon. They do n ' t  save 

any t h i ng and i t  do es n ' t  even wor r y t hem. They do n ' t  t h i nk much o f  



t he po: t  war  per i o d bec aus e t hey do n ' t  know what  i s c o i n t o happen. 

T h a t ' s why t hey ' r e mor e i n t er es t ed i n ge t t i n g f l i ar ger  pay checks and 

spendi ng i t . They f e l t  t hat  t hey had been depr i ved o f  a l o t  of  

t h i ngs dur i ng t he t i me t hey wer e i n camp and t h i s i s a r e l i e f  f o r  

t hem. I t  l o ks p r et t y good t o many o f  t he n i s e i  t o get  a t wo hund-

r ed do l l a r  a mont h pay oheok bec ause such t h i ngs wer e undr eamed of  

bef or e t he war . 'When I  get  i n gr oups f o r  bu l l  s es s i o ns , a l l  t hey 

t a l k about  i s about  hav i ng a s o c i a l  good t i me and about  money t hey 

can make. They do n ' t  car e f o r  many o t her  t h i ngs because t hey f ee l  

t hat  i t  i s not  r e l at ed t o t hem anyway . They f ee l  t hat  t hey have 

a l r eady c ont r i but ed t o t he war  ef f o r t  by t he mer e f ac t  o f  bei ng 

ev ac uat ed. Ac t ual l y most  o f  t he n i s e i  ar e maki ng mor e l oney now 

t han t hey coul d have ev er  hoped t o make on t he c o as t . 

" I n s p i t e of  t hat , i t  i s a r o o t l es s sor t  of ex i s t enc e f o r  most  

of t he n i s e i  as f a r  as I  am c onc er ned. My onl y t i e t o Chi c ago i s 

my J ob. I f  I  l o s t  t hat , I  c oul d go anywher e and I  woul d not  mi ss 

Chi c ago at  a l l . That  i s t r ue f o r  most  o f  t he n i s e i  and a par t  o f  

t he r eas o n f o r  mov i ng ar ound. T h i s i s a good chance f o r  t hem t o see 

t he c o unt r y , t  i ey t h i nk . They do n ' t  have any s o c i a l  r oot r  i n Chi -

cago and f i at  i s why t hey want  t o get  t o get her . But  t hen, we have 

onl y been r es et t l ed out  her e f or  10 mont hs at  t he mos t , so we c an ' t  

t e l l  yet  what  wi l l  happen. 

"The maj o r i t y o f  t he n i s e i  out  her e ar e not  do i ng a hel l uv a l ot  

f o r  t he war  e f f o r t . Onl y a f ew of  t hem have j o i n t  boar d c l ear anc es 

t o do def ens e wor k . The r es t  ar e i n non- es s ent i al  wor k* A l o t  o f  

t he n i s e i  ar e wor k i ng i n p l ant s whi c h do semi - def ense wor k onl y 

t  ey ar e connec t ed wi t h t he non- es s ent i al  par t  o f  i t . Even Cuneo 

P r es s i s c ons i der ed t o be a semi - def ense p l ac e , but  t he n i s e i  t her e 

do n ' t  do any of  t he es s en t i a l  war  wor k , - anot her  t h i ng i s t hat  not  
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ver y many ni sei  buy a r  bonds or  c o nt r i but e t o t he war  f unds, ex-

cept  i f  t hey have t o do i t  at  wor k , I  gave one d ay ' s pay chec ;: f r om 

my J ob r ec ent l y f o r  t he communi t y a r  f und. 

' f I  most  emphat i c al l y do not  want  t o see a J apanese co l ony 

s t ar t ed h er e . That  woul d r u i n t he whol e r es et t l ement  pr ogr am, I  

do n ' t  know how t hi s s pr eadi ng out  o f  t he n i s e i  wi l l  wor k out  but  I  

hope t hat  t he n i s e i  can do i t  i nd i v i dua l l y and not  o r gani ze i nt o a 

gr oup even t ho t her e ar e so many of  t hem h er e . I t  l ook s l i k e i t  i s 

l eadi ng r i ght  i nt o s egr egat i o n r i gh now and t her e i s no t h i ng t hat  

can pr event  i t . I t  i s an ext r emel y d i f f i c u l t  pr obl em f o r  t he young-

er  n i s e i  because t hey mi s s t he s o c i a l  l i f e . I t  may be t hat  a good 

adj us t ment  wi l l  not  come i n t hei r  l i f e t i me , but  i t  i s wor t h t he t r y 

and bet t er  t han t o f a l l  bac k on t he o l d ay s . 

"The i J i  i s not  maki ng i t  a pat h o f  r os es f o r  t hen i s e i , but  i t  

has announced i t s wi l l i ngnes s t o hel p i n t he d i s per s i o n pr ogr am. ' e 

woul d be aggr av at i ng a r ac i a l  pr obl em by r et u r n i n ; t o t he l i t t l e 

To :yo set - up. However , t he Ar my has a d i f f er en t  po l i c y and i t  se-

gr egat es t he n i s e i  i nt o a s epar at e combat  u n i t . Nobody seems t o 

know what  i s t he best  ay . T h a t ' s why you c an ' t  expec t  t he n i s e i  t o 

know t he ans wer s when i t  ba f f l e s even t he exper t s . 

"T her e ar e a l o t  o f  n i s e i  out  her e who j us t  c an ' t  get  a l 6ng 

wi t hout  ot her  J apanese and t hey f ee l  t hat  t hey have t o do t h i ngs t o-

get her . They f e d t h e y ' l l  never  be ac c ept ed by hak u j i n any ..ay . 

Thei r  pas t  h i s t o r y does not  make i t  eas y f o r  t hem t o f i nd adj us t ment  

amon 5 t he Cauc as i ans , '¿hen t her e ar e many c as es wher e t he n i s ei  

can make t he adj us t ment s , but  t he hak u j i n won' t  g i v e t hem s o c i a l  

ac c ept anc e a l l  t he way . The n i s e i  ar e wi l l i n g , but  t hey do n ' t  l i k e 

t o be p t r o n i zed. I  know, I  r es ent  t heat  my s el f . 

"Ther e i s anot her  s i de t o t he s t or y bec ause a b i g J apanese gr oup 
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does gi ve you a sense o f  bel ongi ng t o somet hi ng. You do n' t  have i t  

her e and t hat  i s why t he n i s e i  ar e r es t l es s . I  t h i nk a n i s ei  or -

gani zat i on wi l l  s t eady a l o t  of  t he n i s ei  and make t hem f eel  mor e a 

par t  o f  t he communi t y, but  t '10 danger  of  t hat  i s t hat  i t  wi l l  l ead 

back t o t he o l d pat t er n. I  do n ' t  know what  coul d be done. The way 

I  see i t , I  t hi nk t hat  i t  i nvo l ves t he i ndi v i dual  i n i t i a t i v e mos t l y . 

You c an ' t  pr event  s egr egat i on i f  t ho n i s e i  want  i t , wi t hout  knowi ng 

why. They have t o have a good r eason f o r  t he ot her  pr ogr am of  di s -

per s i ng out  and t he n i s e i  have not  t hought  o f  t he e t h i ngs t  o 

deepl y . On t op of  t hat , we have a war  t i  .e c ondi t i on her e and t hat  

adds t o t he pr obl em o f  adj us t ment s . The n i s e i  f i nd i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o 

c u l t i v at e nor mal  Cauc as i an r e l at i o ns h i p . I n t he ' Y ' s and t he nei gh-

bor hood t her e ar e not  many young Caucas i an peopl e {r ound as t hey - r e 

a l l  i n t he Ar my. That  put s t he n i s e i  i n a s po t . 

" I  do n ' t  know whet her  t he L i t t l e Tokyo can be pr event ed. I n 

ot her  c i t i es t her e seems t o be s i gns o f  J apanese communi t i es de-

v el o p i ng. Th i s i s t r ue i n Spokane, Denver  and ¡ al t  J ak e. I n i  pokane 

t her e ar e qui t e a f ew J apanese and t hey have a J apanese d i s t r i c t  J ust  

l i k e i n : eat t l e bef o r e, a l o t  o f  t he nor t hwest  n i s ei  have gone 

t her e t o r es et t l e but  t hey do n' t  get  good t ypes of  J obs . That  i s 

v.hy many J apanese have gone i nt o bus i nes s and c at er  onl y t o 

fcfle J apanese c o i nuni t y . The J apanese pat t er n i s s t ar t i ng her e t oo . 

F o r  exampl e, my unc l e i s t r y i ng t o s t ar t  an apar t ment  house r i ght  

now and t her e ar e ot her s l i k e hi m. 

Thi s t r c i d i s t he l i ne of  l eas t  r es i s t anc e and t he evac uat i on 

and camp exper i enc e have st  r e l i ght ened t he L i t t l e Tokyo i dea mor e 

t han bef o r e because i t  made t he n i s ei  mor e consc i ous as a gr oup. 

The l ac k o f  per s onal  adj us t ment  her e may eas i l y l ead t o t he f or ma-

t i o n o f  a J apanese communi t y her e, es pec i a l l y i f  ent er pr i s i ng J apan-
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ese f ee l  t hat  money c m be ma.de among t he i r  gr oup. 

" I n c er t a i n ways i t  i s har d because t he n i s e i  l i k e J apanes e f ood 

and some J apanes e bus i nes s man wi l l  t h i nk t hat  he i s do i ng t he n i s e i  

a b i g f avor  by put t i ng J apanes e f ood on t he mar ket  and c at er i ng t o 

t hen. The i nt eg a t i o n pr ogr am wi l l  onl y have a chance i f  t her e i s an 

o f f i c i a l  ac t i o n whi c h does i t s »»fc ut most  t o pr ev ent  t he f or mat i on of  

a J apanes e communi t y, but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hey wi l l  ever  do t h i s . May-

be t he gover nment  wi l l  have t o s ubs t i t u t e somet hi ng e l s e whi ch i s not  

qu i t e a r et ur n t o t he pas t . 

"P er s o nal l y I  can t ak e or  l eav e t he b i g gat her i ngs of  n i s e i . 

Back i n Seat t l e I  have r ev u l s i o ns o f  go i ng t o l ar ge n i s e i  gat  he 2 i ngs 

and I  d i d not  make i t  a po nt  t o go . I  s t i l l  f ee l  t he same way'. 

Maybe t h i s i s a per s onal  compl ex. I f  t her e ar e no bi g n i s ei  a f f a i r s 

h' r e , I  wo n ' t  have a l o ngi ng f o r  i t . The happi  st  per s onal  adj us t -

ment  wi l l  be ni ar r i age and c h i l dr en f o r  me and I  suppose t hi : i s t r ue 

f o r  a l l  of  t he n i s e i . I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  you have t o have l ar ge 

gr oups i n o r der  t o f i nd a per son t o mar r y . I f  you have your  own 

c i r c l e o f  n i s e i  f r i en d s , t hat  wi l l  be enough. The'y o ung n i s e i  ar e 

t he ones who ar e c l amor i ng most  f o r  b i g s o c i a l s r i ght  now because 

t hey ar e so used t o hav i ng b i g danc es i n camp and t  l ey do n ' t  r ea l i z e 

t hat  i t  i s d i f f e r en t  out  her e. 

"/ .s f ar  as mar r i age go es , I  have no p l ans Tor  i t  nov, but  I  

do n ' t  have any t h i ng agai ns t  i t  as an i n s t i t u t i o n . I  t h i nk i t  makes 

a per son v bet t er  s o c i a l  be i ng . Cn t he o t her  hand, I  s ee t he i d- al -

i zc d mar r i age pl ayed up i n t he mov i es and I  know t hat  i t  do es n ' t  end 

up t h i s way and i t  becomes a mi s er abl e t r i a l  f o r  many c o up l es . How-

ev er , l i v i ng al one was not  made f o r  most  peo p l e. Ther e ar e economi c 

pr obl ems i n my way and t hat  i s t he r eas on why I  have not  l ooked t oo 

har d f o r  a mat e but  ev ent u l l y I  hoped t o be mar r i ed but  I  do n ' t  have 



any par t i c u l ar  g i r l  p i c k ed out  r i ght  now. 

" I  hav en ' t  got  any i n t e l l ec t ua l  a c t i v i t i e s her o at  a l l . My 

br o t her  met  a f el l ow on t he bus t o Sa l t  L ak e Ci t y and t h i s f el l o w 

l i v ed at  t he Bl ac k Hawk ho t el  her e. My br o t her  s ai d t o l ook hi m up 

because he was a v er y l i be r a l  per son but  I  have not  f ol l ov/ed i t  up . 

For  a wh i l e , I  t hought  o f  go i ng t o t he - br aham L i nc o l n school  i n t he 

eveni ngs as i t  i s supposed t o be one o f  t he p r o gr es s i v e sc t ool s i n 

t he c ount r y . I  went  down t her e onoe and i t  t ur ned out  t o be a v er y 

r ad i c a l  gr oup and much mor e ext r eme t han I  am. Ther e i s t oo much o f  

t he communi st i c i n f l ueno e t her e and I  do n ' t  i ;o qui t e t hat  f a r . That  

i s ?/hy I  have not  f o l l owed t h i s up . 

n I  do n ' t  have t oo much at t i t udes on t he war  now because I  an so 

d i s c o n n e c t e d f r om i t . When t he A l l i e s ac c ept ed Kin':-  V i c t o r  Emmanuel  

o f  I t a l y , I  r ea l i z ed t hat  t he a l l i e s wer e s t i l l  c u l t i v a t i ng t he weak 

s i s t er s o f  F as c i s m and t hey wer e not  suppor t  i ng t he r ea l  under gr ound 

move l ent  o f  t he peo p l e. That  sor t  o f  t ak es t he edge of  my ent hus i as m 

f o r  t he war . Rus s i a , on t he who l e, seems t o be t he onl y count r y 

s uppor t i ng t he r ea l  under gr ound movement . I  s us pec t  t hat  Chur c h i l l  

and Roosevel t  wi l l  s t i c k wi t h t he weak s i s t e r s o f  F as c i s t s mor e and 

t hat  do er n ' t  l ook so pr omi s i ng f o r  t he f ut ur e. 

"But  I  suppose t he f i r s t  t h i ng t hat  has t o be done i s t o def eat  

t he A x i s . I  have had f i r s t  hand exper i enc e i n what  a mi l i t a r i s t i c 

aut ho r i t ar i an gov r nment  c an be l i k e . The ev ac uat i on showed t hat , 

end I  do n ' t  l i k e i t . Democr acy as a way o f  l i f e i s t he onl y way t hat  

l eav es t he door  open f o r  f u t ur e p r o gr es s . I t  depends on whet her  t he 

democ r ac i es wi l l  l i v e up t o t he t h i ngs we ar e f i gh t i ng f o r . The 

s ubv er s i v e F as c i s t  f o r c es i n t h i s count r y ar e s t r onger  and r i c her  

t han ev er  bef o r e and t hei r  s e l f  i n t er es t s have not  been du l l  i n t he 

l ea s t . I  do n ' t  know how - iuch l onger  we can c al l  t he M.r  . a i emocr ar cy. 
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I t  f t i peads upon how i t  can di s pos e or  t he s ubv er s i v e F as c i s t  /- .roups 

wi t h i n i t . Thes e ar e t he gr oups ¿/hi ch ar e r ace b i t er s and t hey ar e 

agai ns t  m no r i t y o r gani zed l abo r  and o t her  peo p l e1r  over r ent s. They 

seem t o f l o u r i s h on t hese r ace ar id gr oup hat r eds whi ch t hey f an f o r  

al l  t he i r  wo r t h. 

"My Amer i c an ' c i t i z ens h i p i s cer t , i n l y somet  i ng I  do l ot  wi sh 

t o l o s e . I  want  t o r e t a i n i t  because t he U . S . i s one o f  t he f ew 

c o unt r i es I  coul d be happy i n . I  k ow I  woul d be mi s er abl e i n J apan 

or  any o t her  l a: c i s t  c ount r y , '¿'he ev ac uat i on has not  a f f ec t ed my 

i dea l s on c i t i z en s h i p i n t he l e a s t . ven i f  I  wer e aga i ns t  t he eva-

c uat i o n , I  coul d p i c k out  - «any o t her  i ns t anc es of  g ave i n j us t i c es 

agai ns t  democr acy i mposed u on o t her  gr oups i n t hi s c ount r y . The 

ev ouat i on coul d be i n t er pr et ed as a s t r  n ; pr o- demoovt  t ;.c - ove de-

pendi ng on whi ch s i de of  t he f enc e you ar e on. ¿ h a t ' s why I  pr i de 

my c i t i z ens h i p i n s p i t e of  t he f ac t  t hat  I  r ec o gni ze many f l aws i n 

de l oor aoy. 

"Even i f  t he n i s e i  do t he most  t  r i d t hemsel ves of  t he st i gma 

o f  s egr egat i o n , t he i t mer i cans wi l l  s t i l l  t h i nk o f  t hem t s a segr e-

gat ed gr oup. I f  t her e i s a dear  s s i on a f t e r  t he war , we can expec t  

f o r  t he n i s e i  f o r  many y ear s a most  d i f f i c u l t  t i me. They wi l l  be t he 

pawns o f  t ho econoni c ups and downs o f  t h i s c ount r y . They wi l l  n ver  

be compl et el y up bec aus e d i s c r i mi nat i o n wi l l  never  be oo p i et o e l i -

mi nat ed. K i ght  now t hey ar  aooept d mos t l y f o r  t he urn : i l  ..cd j obs 

because o f  t  i e nanpov er  s o r t age. 

"hut  i f  t hen i s ei  oan es t ab l i s h thf  n e l v es and l os e t hem e l v es , 

t hey may bo t ak en as i n d i v i du a l s . I n t h i s c as e, t hey wi l l  be ab l e 

t o f i nd a pl r  ce i n t he Amer i can s o c i et y . I f  i t  comes t o t he po i nt  

wher e t h* r e i s no concer t  d e f f o r t  agai ns t  t he n i s e i  as gr o up, 

t hen, you can expec t  t i e n i s e i  i  ac hi ev e t  e f a l l  use o f  t he i r  



educat i on. They do have t al ent s and they are pl ugger s. I h pe t at 

t l i s i deal  can be achi eved, but I an r at her doubt f ul . 

"I n spi t e of the ni sei  d' s i r e, i t ,.i l l  be up to the other :roups 

i n t hi s country i n the, end r esul t w i ch wi l l  det er mi ne i n whi ch di -

r ect i on the ni sei  wi l l  t ur n, I haven't any i dea at al l  how i t wi l l  

actu l l y tur n out . I haven't i magi ned t hi s i n y :i nd because I 

don't want t o. I have a tendency to l ook upon the fut ur e essi mi f -

t i oal l y but I may be wrong about the ni sei , f ut ur e. I hope I am. 

But I an di scour aged because the ni sei  seem to be whol l y depen ent 

upon oi e anot her of t hei r gr oup j ust l i ke ny room n, t es. "hi s may 

pass i n t i ne, I ho e. I t doesn't l ook l i ke i t �i l l  turn out V i s 

way and I susp ct that the ni sei  / i l l  get even l or e ae r essed. 

"The ni sei  have vague f eel i ngs of want  i n/: to epr ee out but 

they can't do much about i t . I nst ead t hey -  as t hei r t i me gr i pi ng 

� out t hei r boredom. Thr r e i s t f eel i ng of gr eat i ns cur i t y arnong 

al l  the ni sei  -  s they have al fcays depended upon the J apanese on the 

ooast . They don't depend upon e; oh other economi cal l y no , but 

soc i al l y t hey do and that i s why they cl amor so muc � f or ni sei 

dances. The ohtnoor f or c r aplate i nt egr at i on si < ns t o be ver y sl i m 

i n t ie l i ght of t hi s f ac t . I t hi nk that i t wi l l  be the i ssei  more 

than the ni sei  who wi l l  cause the for mat i on of a J apanese ect i on. 

I f t hey are suddenl y r ol  ased on the camps they wi l l  nat ur al l y go 

i n droves t o the l ar ge J apanese sect i on. The ni sei  h ve f mi l 7 t i es 

id t ey c an' t ver y wel l  avoi d t hen. The i ssei  w 11 gi ve t >e f 1 

i rtpetus toward segr egat i on because t'l ey coul dn't get al ong i n a 

hakuj i n soc i et y. V m af r ai d that t hi s i s the way i t ' s goi ng to be. 

' I J ust wonder how uoh the combat uni t can do f or the ni sei 

pr obi em. I don't t hi nk i t wi l l  have too much ef f ec t i n get t i ng the 

ni sei more favo abl y r ecei ved. I t see s t o me t 1? t a combat uni t 



beat s t he n i s e i  pr obl em nt o t o publ i c n i nd i ns t ead o f  e l i mi nat i ng 

i t . However , t her e i s a need f o r  mor e f av o r abl e pub l i c i t y f o r  t i e 

n i s e i  at  t he pr es ent  t i n e . &ut  what  i f  t he h' k u j i n who t ak e us f o r  

Chi  l ese t oday f i ' i d out  we ar e J apanes e? Then what  wi l l  be t he e f f ec t  

i f  t  ê t i me came t hat  t h i s was l ot  t r ue? i l l  t h e i r  at t i t udes change 

as or e and mor e J apanes e cone i nt o t h i s c i t y ? I  t h i nk i t  wi l l  and 

i t  nay not  be f o r  t he bes t . 

" I t  i s do ubt f u l  t hat  a l l  t he J apanes who l eav e t  i s camp f o r  t he 

dur at i o n . I  do n ' t  k l ow what  wi l l  hppeen t o t hem. I  d n ' t  t M k t he 

gover nment  can v er y we l l  k i c k t hen out  wi t hout  pr ovi di ng s ne sor t  of  

eooi omi c s ec ur i t y . But  i f  a c ons er v at i v e Republ i c adr  ni st r -  t i o n 

ca e i  t o o f f i c e and dec i ded t o c l ose t he oanps , i t  i  go i ng t o be 

one hel l uv a t i ne . The J apanes e wer e f a i  1 s e l f - s u f f i c i en t  on t o 

coas t  and t hat  i s a l l  gone now. I  do n ' t  know whov t hey wi l l  be abl e 

t o make o ut . 

" I n v i ew o f  t he r e t h i ngs , I  c an ' t  hel p but  be a l i t t l e pe s i -

mi s t i c . I t  l ooks l i k e t he a l t er nat i v e i s go i ng t o be s egr egat i o n , 

a i t ho d i s per s a l  i s t he i dea l . I t  wi l l  be t he economi c f o r c es t hat  

wi l l  t ur n t  ie t i de i n t h i s d i r ec t i o n , j  er e ar e qui t e a f  // J apan-

es e now who ar e t hi  k i ng of  s e t t i n g up a bus i nes s f o r  a J apanese 

communi t y. he nor o peopl e who con® out  o f  canp ,/ i t h bus i nes ex-

per i enc e, t he norcb you ar e goi ng t o r et  t h i s t endenc y . I  s us pec t  

t hat  i n Chi c ago t he economi c bas i s f o r  s egr egat i o n , i f  i t  ha pens , 

j l l l  be a J apanes e communi t y whi ch wi l l  appeal  t o t he nar g na l  

bus i nes s . I t  wi l l  s t ar t  u . i  k s s es a . l ev t  v. s l un r ows such as on 

Cl ar k ; t . her e. The J apane e wi l l  not  s e l f - s u f f i c i en t  as a co mu n i t / 

at  a l l . - her e i s a p o s s i b l i t y t  at  J apanes e t r uc k f ar mer s can co e 

i n and nake a go o f  i t  but  I  do n ' t  know i f  t hey wi l l  « v er  be a l owed 

t o own t he l and, '¿he C i v i l  : er v i c e i s an ut l et  f o r  onl y a f ew o f  



- or-

t he n i s e i . I t doesn't seem 1 kel y that most of the ni sei  wi  1 be 

i  bl e to hol d t hei r pr esent j obs. I don't know what wi l l h ¡ppen t hen. 

The :a i s f ai l i ng i n i t s r esponsi bi l i t y because the resetteraent 

program i t i s car r yi ng on, i s l aker hi f t . They ar e too concerned 

about get t i ng the peopl e out of camp and not concerned enourh a b u t 

wor ki ng on a l ong t e n program« The whol e probl em i r very conf usi ng 

and i t mi xes al l  of us ni sei  up. I suppose I am sensi t i ve to i t and 

I worry somewhat about the f ut ur e. I t ' : hard to f i nd t def l ni  e 

answer t o t hi ngs. I have y i deal  but I don't t hi nk that the prac-

t i cal  si t uat i on wi l l  vor r each those ai ms. I f I am that way, then 

most of the ni sei  I woul d say ar e even - ore confus d and mi xed up 
i  

b' cause hey don't even at empt to t hi nk - bout i t . That 's why they 

eek escap i n t hei r l i mi t ed pr esent ac t i v i t i es . The war i s not 

goi ng t o sol ve t ie pr obl em, I t hi nk the gr eat est ni sei  probl em v. i l l  

come af t er the war . I t doesn't l ook» l i ke a ver y pr omi si ng futur e 

and the ost we can do i s to hope f or the best . 


