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Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943. DST.

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview Nov, 8, 1243 Interviewer Charles Kikuchi
Yo Hame ot Micooa 2, Sex, @ F 3. Married stat.M@®D W 0
4. Present address ___ 65 W, Maple (Maple Manor)
5. Later addresses Dﬁte
n

6. Birthplace _Seattle, Wash, . 7. Blrthdate _ Noy, 7 1014
8. Alien or citizen citizen . Nisel, Kibei or Issei pisci
10, Addresses between Dec.l, 1941 and evacuation

Eag Seattle D%te all life

o

(c) 3

(d) il

(e)
11, Assembly Center Puyallup D%te
12. Relocatlion Center Minidoka Date __ gept., 1042
13. Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present

(a) M. CLA, ( _baa Date _ May, 1043

gbg 65_W. Maple ; end of May

c
14. Persons living in household on Dec.l, 1941. Relationship to Re-

(ag Daiii settler Father

( b I Y sue mother

(c) Daisho brother

(da) Daiki self

(e) fami sister

(f) 'flLO aiatar

ggg Daisuke brother

h

(1)

(3)

(k)

(1)

(m)
15. Persons living in household on evac. day Relationship to Re-

(If same as 14, enter symbol,e.g.l4(a).) settler

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f) lti‘-o .x&ilt t;:r G“‘I(:fix-"(}JJLfl"l""P ;'LVﬁL‘Jli't_.;L'-QI]_

(g) __and later to New York

(h)

(1)

()

(k)

(1)

(m)




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2.

. Occupa-
15. continued Grade compl. |Educ.in|tion DeciRelig.
Sex . |Birthplace {Amer.school Japan |1, 1941 |Affil,
il Japan 8th Rest. Od., Cong,
Japan 8th : it
Seattle 5th .M. Inio: none
" l&th JWaiter fone.
" 12th Weitresst CH8ne.
" 12%h "

) 12th 161 None

-
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=
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o fh

=
=y

S0 O e OP

o H Ko

TF 1mmedlate famlly (parents, siblings, chlildren or spouse)
were not included in household group in 15, because of differ-
ent residence or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)
Relationship |[Residence Age
to resettler |(if deceased [(if dec. Sex | Mar.
write "dec." |age at death|” | Stat.

continued -

Grade compl. Occupation
Birthplace |Amer.school Dec.1,1941 Religion
; (for dec.last
occupation)

. What members of household and immediate family evacuated to-
gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols used
in 15 and 16).

719

18. Composition of household In Assembly Center or Free Zone (Give
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, give sex, age, relationship)
Upon arrival:

‘. ' 715




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 3.

18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

#15

' 19. Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, glve sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

15

Daisuke went in advance, Lived separately
Just before leaving Project:

Fumi, Daisho. Daiki. Daisuke Jleft 1n order

20, Composition of household in Chicago at date of Interview:
(Give symbols; 1f others, glve details)

Relationship |Residence Age

Name to rescttler |(if deccased|(1f dec.
write "dec."|age at death
() Lived with 2 o&r 4 other nishi
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(f)

20, continued -

Occupation

Dec.1l, 1941
Groede completed (for dec.last
Birthplace Amerlcan school occupation) Religion

21. Changes In composition of Housechold In Chicago: Note departures
by symbol and dates. Give details for new houscholds or contries:
Relatlon- Residence Age
ship to (1f deceased|(1f dec. Mar.,
Date | Name resettler |write "dec."|age at death) Stat.




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 4.

21,
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continued -

Relation-
ship to
resettler

Residence

Date Name

|(if deceased
write "dec."

Age
(if dece
age at

geath)

continued -

Grade compl,

Birthplace Amer.school

Occupation

Deec. 1,1921

(for dec.last
occupation)

Relligion

22, Educational history of resettler

Elementary schools (name and location)

Grade completed

RBailev Getzers and Pacific (Seaffla

~3th

Grommar scnhools (neame and location)

Grade complcted

High schools (name and location)

Grade completed

Broadway High, wegttle

l2th

Colleges, universitlies and vocational
schools (name and location)

Grade
completed

U. of Washington, Seatlile

JA%h

Attendance at Japanese language
school, location

o PRy PR R T : o N
Kokuzo Gakko, Seatlle

1000 students; run by Ja

anese
¥ panes




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 5.

22, Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of
uncmployment by entering dates continuously and writing
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Assombly Center and Relocation Project and continue

with employment since resettling.
Reason

Dates Av, moffor ter-
From To |Nature of job |Type of industryl Location|wages |[mination

1 A e [ P T P T O e o L ST Al e (A

Started Ito wor in fether's restsurantisince sgé of 15

e Lr 4 = A - 2 0 - - S n i o 0 .
1940 | yaiter restaurant Seattle

=)y ] i AW,

gollege

8/42 1| clerk WECA hospitgl Puyallup |l &8

0/42 | reporter HCOCA paper S w2
11 /42 sugaribset Empm_. oCT Idahoo! 55 ds
4/42 Reporter WRklpapér intdgka
Q/45% laborer Cuneon Press Ghiesga

office clerk Prwin-asey Co, 4

Include assembly

23, Religious conncctions (begln with first,
conter and Relocation project and status after rcsettlement)
Dates Attended what church Where attcnded|{What Sunday sch.
Segttle wihen

Concrecatioal Church hmost of life ir
]1"‘ di:-j_ > to C-'"\.l"‘c"}

24, Political cctivities
Dates Voted in what clections For what party

1058 State DNemacratic
1940 Presidantail |
1942 didnt't vonte




CH 21. Daikl Miyagawa WRA Form 26 504,969

2. Minidoka, 9/3/42
3. Puyallup 4/28/42
4, 1721 Bush Place, Seattle, Wash.
5. Daljl Miyagawa, Japan
Itsue Miyamoto, Japan
5a. U.S. cook Abroad farmer
7. Grammar school, Paciflec, Seattle, Wash. 1922 to 1930
High school, Broadway, Seattle, 1930 to 1935
College U. of Wash., Seattle, 1940 to 1942
7a. College newspaper
8. None
12. 64 118 1lbs.
13. No major defects
18. Single
19. Brother
20. 11/7/16
23. Yes
24. Coll. 2
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Journallsm
278, ---
28. 1937 to 1941 Restaurant, 107 Wash. St., Cook's aid-waiter $65 mo.
Seattle, Washington
1935 to 1935 Western Growers Assoc. Trucking $25 mo.
Produce House, Seattle '
29. Reporting and other newspaper writing, phonograph record collecting
0.P. Journalist
30. Congregational

Daiki's father, Daiji Miyagawa

. Minidoka §/4/42
same
same
Miyagawa, Shichisaku (dec.) Japan
Miyagawa, Ura. (dec.) Japan
Sa. Abroad farmer
7. Grammar school, Tozaki Shogakko, Japan 1887 to 1892
High school, Kangaku Juku, Japan 1892 to 1894
7a. Specialization Chinese classic at Kanguku Jushin
8. Japan 1881-1902
12. 603 105 1bs.
13. No major defect
18. Married
19, Father .
20. 1/10/1881
23. No
24 . Japan Gram 5 Kangaku 2
25. Speaksknglish
27. Rest. Mgr.
278 .,-=-=
28. 1925 to 1942 Self, son (3/42-4/42) Proprietor, cook and mgr.
Restaurant, Seattle
1923-1925 Bartell Drug Dish washing-lunch counter 20
Rhodes 10 cent Store (Lunch counter-washing glasses)
(part time)

1609-1923 Self Gen. Merchandise Proprietor & Salesman Unknown
Seattle ;
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Daiki's father, Daijl Miyagawa, continued

29. None
30. Congregatlonal

Daiki's mother, Itsue Miyagawa

2. same

3. same

4, same

5. Miyamoto, Buso (dec.) Japan
Okawa, Sao - (dec.) Japan

S5a. Abroad farmer

7. Grammar school, Waifu Shogakko, Japan, 1895 to 1903

78,---

8. Japan 1889-1914

12, 60 1186 lbs,

13. No major defects

18. Married

19. Mother

20, 12/20/1889

23. No

24. Japan Gram.S8

25. No English

27 . Cook

27a.---

28. 1942 to 1942 Miyagawa, Daisho son

Restaurant, Seattle

1914-1942 Housewife

29.---

30. Congregational Church

Daiki's brother, Daisho Dyke Miyagawa

2, Minidoka 8/10/42

3, Puyallup 4/28/42

4, same

5. Dalji Miyagawa Japan
Itsue Miyamoto Japan

S5a. U.S. cook Abroad farmer

7. Grammar school, Pacific School, 1921 to 1929
High school, Broadway high, 1929 to 1933
College, Univ. of Washington, 1936 to 1941

7a. Majored in English

8. None

12. 64 120 1bs.

13. Osteomyelitis in left leg; left leg crippled

18. Single

19. Head

a0, 7/21/15

23. No

24. Coll. 3

25. Speaks Japanese

27. Union offlcial

27a., Writer




“'s .
Daiki's brother, Daisho Dyke Mlyagawa, continued

28. 1937 to 1942 Cannery workers and Executive Board and
farm laborers. press agent. #25 wk,
1941 to 1942 H., Hirabayashl Hotel clerk $90 mo.
Orpheum Hotel, Seattle
1939 to 1941 Nakat Packing Corp. Timekeeper $300 mo.
Seattle, Wn.
29, Writing: labor organizing
30. Congregational

Daiki's sister, Fuml Miyagawa

2. Minidoka, 9/3/42
3. Puyallup, 4/8/42
4. same
5. Miyagawa, Daiji Japan
Miyamoto, Itsue Japan
5a., U.S. restaurant
7. Grammar school, Washington, Seattle 1924 to 1933
High school, Broadway Hi., Seattle 1535 to 1937
7a. Major: Art and Latin
8. None
12. 60% 100 1lbs.
13, No major defects
18. Single
19. Sister
20. 11/19/18
23. No
24. High 4
25. Speaks Japanese
27. ---
27a. Typing
28. None
29. Type 50 w.p.m.; art and needlework
0,P. Indefinite
30. Congregational

SRR tretaor, baldnke Hiyegeus

2. Minidoka 9/2/42

5. same

4, same

. Dalji Miyagawa Japan

Itsuye Mlyamoto Japan

Sa. same

7. Grammar school, Washington, Seattle, 1928 to 1935
High school, Garfield, Seattle 1935 to 1939
Business school, Wilson's Seattle, 1939 to 1940

P?a‘ =

8. None

12. 643 133 1bs,

13. No major defects

18. Single

19. Son

5
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Daiki's brother, Daisuke Miyagawa, continued

20. 8/4/21

23. No

24, H.S. 4

25. Speaks Japanese

27. Walter

278 ,~-=

28. 1935 to 1942 Father's restaurant, Seattle Wailter
29. 0.FP, Retall clerk

30. Congregatlional




University of California
Evacuation and liesettlement
Chicago, Illinois

Charles Kikuchi

Nov, 17, 1940

Hiromasa "inami (pseud.)
Cli=21

Hiromasa Minami is a single nisei
male whose usual ocoupation before the
war was a restaurant worker altho he
was also attending the Unlvirsity of

as ington, Hiromasa is a rather ine
tellirent snd sensitive individuval and
gulte aware of the problems faeing him
flor which he has no answer, IHis
greatest problem at the present time
is finding some occupation which will
enable to achieve some scrt of economic
security for the future, He is living
with four other younger nisei who are
more like the usual nisei that is el-
caping the problems facing them by
plunging into other superfielal acti-
vities., liromasa is getting aaught in
this routine,

The interviews covered o period

of two weeks and they were intensive
in nature. Hiromasa was very coopera-
tive throughout, In concluding the
final interview, Hiromasa stated, "1t
makes me think about my future to talk
to you uzbout my past life and my pre-
sent problems, but I don't know if 1t
will do any good because I only pro=-
cpastinate about it in spite of the
fact that I know what I should doe"
Hiromasa's story is a good deseription
of the forces in the furmer Japunese
community which frustrated muny nlsei
of his type., Hiromasa tends to be a
little eynlical and he 1z not sure that
he is cn the road to eoconomic security
yet. s in most oases, there is that
air which indicates a feeling of in-
seourity thet 1s cormmong among nll of
the nisei who huve been interviewed to
dates




Hiromasa Minami, 27, was born on Nov, 7, 1916 in Seattle,
Washington, He lived there all of his life until the time of eva-
cuation, Hiromasa was evacuated to the Puyallup Assembly Center
on April 30, 1942 and rdlocated to Minidoka in Idaho in September,
1942, Hiromasa resettled to Chicago in May, 19240, He stayed at
the YMCi until the end of the month and then he moved to his present
address at 65 Vest Maple, It is a hotel, Maple Manor, and there
are many e former evacuees living in that house, It 1s located on
the near northside and there is concentration of resettlers in that
vieinity, It 1s a transient area, but it is located two or three
blocks above the "skidrow" area. There are three Japanese restau=
rants in the immediate neighborhood,

Hiromasa has two sisters and two brothers. One sister, Ayako,

voluntarily evacuated to Chicago before the general orders Porbid-

ding this were imposed. ©She has since gone on to NewYork. The
family members are as $Sollows:

Hiropuki*Minami, father
Hisae Minami, mother
Hirokazu, brother
Hiromasa, interviewee
Fusako Minami, sister
Ayako Minaml, sister
Hirotaka, brother

» This family has a tradition in regards to the family name and
all of the male members of the family have the same prefix in the
beginning of the first name, The other branches of this family has
also carried out this tradition and it indicates great pride in the
family neme as well as the place of origin, In the American so=
ciety there is a custom of shortening names so that the boys of this
family have had the same shortened part of the {irst pame applied to
them and the only distinction was in adding "big " or "little" in
front of the name according to the age of the boys, ¥For example,
the real names of the male members of this family are as follows:

Daijl, the father, means great eath; Dalsho means great in the
name of Emperor Taisho; Dalki, the interviewee, means great tree;j
and Daisuke means great descendant, The names of the boys have been
shortened to Big and Little Dyke in order to distinguish botween
them, When they are not together in the same city, they are just
known as just Dyke smong their nisei f{riends,
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The father is 63 years old and he only attended the elementary
school in Japan, He was a restaurant operator and worker just prior
to the war, His usual religlous affiliation is Congregational
Christian but he has given that up during the past 15 years because
of his political sentiment, Mrs. Minami is 55 and she only attended
the elementary school in Japan also. ©She was helping out in her
husband's restaurant before the war, Originally she was a Buddhist,
but she was converted to the Congregational echurch and has been a
devout @hristian since then, Hirokazu, the older brother, is 28,

He attenddad the University of Washington three years and he wa: verx
active in Union affairs among the Japanese cannery workers in
Seattle before the war. At present he is doing »ex$ war relief work
for the CHOin Washington, Hiromasa, the interviewee, was just 27

on the date of the first interview, He attended the Universipy of
Washington for two years and his usual occupation was a waiter in
his father's restaurant, Doth he and his brother are rather cynical
about religion, Fusako is 24 and Aysko is 28. Both hraduated from
high schéol and they were both employed in their father's restaurant.
They are Congregational Christians, The youngest brother, Hirotaka,
is 21, He was working in his father's restaurant also, The three
youngest in this family did not attend school beyond the high school
lovel, Hiromasa and a younger sister and brother are bethk all re=-
settled in Chicaso at the present time, but they do not live to-
gether, The parents are still in the relocation center at Minidoka,

There i1s no immediate plans for resettling them,

Hiromasa is living with four other nisei in an apartment which

consists of a bedroom, a large living room, a small kitchen and a
private bathroom. They pay a totcl of {90 a month for rent., Hiro-

wasa resettled with two of the fellows and he knew the other two
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from his camp experience altho they originally came from different

cities, Fuller detalls of his room-mat.s will follow in Hiromasa's
own story. Hiromasa is the oldest fellow in his present group and

he aocts as a sort of leader for them, He 1is much more intelligent

and matured than his room-mates,

Hiromasa attended the Bailey Gatzers and Pacific elementary
schools in Seattle from 1982 to 1930, He then went to Broadway
high school in the same city from 1930 to 1935,# For thenext five
years Hiromasa worked in his father's restaurant, and this phase of
his life has had a great deal to his feelings of present frustra-
tion and also to his political thinking. The restaurant was located

in a skidrow didtrict ocutside of the Japanese section in Seattle,

The family apparently had a hard time in carning its livelihood

throughout the years and this fect created some sort of a family
solidarity, altho from Hiromasa's story, there was also a great deal
of resentment, The oldest Brother, Hirokazu, was in a more favor=-
able position and not called upon to perform the usual functions of
the oldest son in a Japanese family because of recurrent ailments
arising eut of a bone infeoction (osteomylitis) which he had as a
young ohild, However, he is still includéd in the family plan altho
the major burden apparently is placed upon Hiromasa's shoulders,

In 1940 Hiromasa was {inally able to start the University of Vashe
ington due to the faet that his youngest brother had no inclination
for higher educa:lon and the father therefore put him in the restau-
rant and released Hiromasa, liowever, Hiromasa worked in the restau-
rant during evenings and this continued to restrict his free time,
Hiromase attended the Kokugo Gakko in {eattle frog 1922 to 1930,

It was attended by 1000 nisei pupils and the language school was

operated by the Japanese community from donations biven by the more
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prominent Japanese business firms as well as Irom the individual
Japanese families,

Hiromasa started to first work in his father's restaurant at
the age of 15 and he continued this thruout his sechool career. The
evacuation interrupted this work for which Hiromass was greatly
relieved. In the assembly center liiromasa worked as a oclerk in tho

Base hospital and then he worked as a reporter on the center news-

paper until he was relocated to Minidoka, In Minidoka he worke! as

a reporter on the paper for a month and then went to the sugar beet
fields in Idaho for two months, HHe made a gross salary of {6 a
day for this work., Upon returning to Minidoka lHiromasa again worked
as a reporter on the newspaper until his resettlemﬁgt in May of this
yecrs He came out on a job as a laborer for the Cunio Press in
Chicago and he did this work until September, 19407, He received a
salary between {25 and {45 g week, depending upon the shift he was
on, He quit this job for what he corsiders a better Job altho his
present salary is only £100 a month, However, it is a white collar
position as an office clerk for the Trwin Vasey Co, and liromasa
feels that he will receive valusble training as an advertising copy
writer if he stays in this firm., He has temporarily decided to
follow this line of work, even tho he considers this a parisitic
business,

Hiromasa attended the Congregational churech as a youth, but he
has not attended church at sll since graduating from high school.
He feels that his faith was lost when he saw all of the "eoonomi-
cally deprived" and unemployed men along skidyow who used to come
to his father's restaurant to eat. This resulted in a keen politi-
cal consciousness, which was also influenced by his brother's

activities in the Union and smong the YCL people. Hiromasa has
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voted in the 1938 State elections on the Demooratic ticket, and in
1940 for the Demoeratic ticket in the Presidential election, He did
note vote in the 1942 election as he was in the assembly cenberat
this time, However, Hiromasa continues to be keenly aware of poli-
tical issues and he has a much greater knowledge of this country's
foreign affairs than the usual nisei, Ile is inclined to be more
sympathetic to the "people's" underground movement and he does not
believe that England or the U,t, is supporting the real democratic
forees in the occupied countries, This cynicism is not closely re=-
lated to the fuet that he is of a minority group, altho the writer
suspects that this factor caused him to turn in that direetion
orizinally. Hiromasa does not feel Bitter about the evacuation in
the sense that it was a persecution of a minority group, but he is
resentful of the fauet that Faselst groups within this country have
achieved such a strong position within our demoeratic fromework of
governnent, He elaborated at some length on these views, which will
be recorded in the following pages.

Hiromasa is about 5 ft., 6 in height and rather slender in
appearance, He does not smile too freely. Hiromasa has the ability

to talk easily and at great length and he was most cooperative

thruout the interviews, His present group consists completely of

nisei friendships which were made in camp or in feattle before the
evacuation, He 1: not happy with his present status but he does

not see how it can be overcome, He fecels that he is not ready to
tackle his real problems yet because the conditions are not favor=-
able for this. IHowever, he stated that this procrastination was not
entirely his fault, beocause of the war situation, Hircomasa 1s
primarily interested in achieving some degree of economic stability.

This attitude was in existence even before the evacuation since his
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work in the restaurant was not completely satisfactory to him, He
was very conscious of the fact that the nisei had definite limita=
tions in economic adjustments, He feels now that the opportunities
are greater, but there still are many obstacles Before complete
economic ad justments can be made, Hiromasa rather doubts that this
will be accomplished during his life time, altho he feels that he
personally may be able to meke a fair degree of economic success ir
he continues to have his present ambition, Iiromasa felt that he
had a sense of obligation and responsibility towards his family and
that is the reason why he continued to work in his father's restau-
rant, Ile differede quite violently in political viewpoints with
his father but this never caused a compkete cleeavage with the
family. However, therc are many indications that he resented his
father greatly for this, according to some of the statements he

makes,

With this genersal introduction, the writer will record Hiro-

masa's own story without attempting any further analysis:

"I don't much about my parent's backsround because I never paid
any attention to 1t, I was influenced more by the imerican way of
Judging a person by what he 1s and not by his ancestors. T don't
think that there was anythins particularly special adout =y family's
Background to be proud about. My father éame from the Kumamoto Ken,
A lot of the Japanese came from that province because they were
having a tough time in farming over there and they thought that they
could maeke a better go of it over here. My father was from a farm
family also, He was the fourth of five sons in the family and he
was not in line to inherit a thing., Two of his older brothers came
over before he did for the same reason, That makes my father the

third of his family to come to america, My mother was also from a




farm family, however, her father was also a merchant at times, Dad

first heard of her thru some relatives or friends.[:ﬁy father came

to America in 1902 and he has never gone back, I think that it was
in 1914 the marriage was arranged and mother came over here,

"I only ha®8 a vague picture of what my father did before he
got married. I kiow that he first came to Tacoma, Washington and
he worked as a houseboy, HHis older brother was in Seattle then and
this brother was in the hotel business for the other immigrant
Japanese coming in, It was quite a boom town 1In feattle anyway so
that this uncle of mine became rather wealthy.<:he is dead now., But
I have another uncle who did not do ®o well and he is out here now
trying to cet some sort of a Japanese hotel started, much to my re-
gret, >>

"When my father was working as a houseboy, his empdoyer pro-
mised to help him get an education but dand heard about how rich his
older brother was getting and he decided that he wanted quiclk money
himself =so he went to Ceattle in 1910, After he saved up a little
money he opened up a combination variety and fruit store in the
Japanese section which was developing around Jﬁckson £t, feveral
years later he called my mother over and the family was started.

A year later,my-b® 1915, my brother was born asnd I followed a year
later, There were three boys and two girls in all,

<i;Durin5 the first "orld War there was quite a boom time in
Ceattle and my father was doing quite well so he bought o Ford, I
never knew that until I went to cnmp:> However, the downfall wus
Just as rapid and in 1919 my father's store went broke. From then
on the family has had & pretty tough time of it, My mother suffered
extemely 11l health and she w:s bed-ridden for yuite a while around

19253, My father opened up a fruit stand and a soft drink perlor on




Juckson £t, next, It was right in the center of the Japanese town,
This area is now a coldred district but at that time there were
quite a few Japanesc families there, Later on, many of them went to
other places like lLos 4ngeles,

"It was quite hard on my father after all our troubles began,
Mother was bed-ridden because I think thaet five kids in six years
was quite a strain on ger., My father would work 14 or 15 hours a
day at the store and then come home to take care of all the little
kids. This #k did not do his temperament disposition any good,

'hen my brother was 7, some more ftrouble came upon the fomily. He
fractured his leg and it g@ot infected so that he had to be sent to

a hospital. It was a huge expense and my father's second store went
broke on account of all the money that had to be spent, Ded did not
have any capital to start another store so he worked a while as a
porter and dishwasher in a hotel§ I think it might have been in my

rich uncle's hotel but I am not sure. Anywayy I know thot my

father held three Jobs all at one time and he almost wore himself

out in trying to keep the family goling, After that, mother got
better so that the family strain was relfeved a little.

"Mother was easy going and she was goodé to all us kids., My
father was inclined to be quite stern and he insisted upon beating
a Japanese language education into all of us, Hell, I never studied
muchs I suppose thot dad's hord work made him pretty quick-tempered
About 1927 my father had s:ved eénouch money to buy a restaurant,
This time it was not in the Japanese section, The'restanrant was
on the skidrow, a little distance from the Japanese cormunity and it
was a cheap slop house which catered to the unemployed and the bums,

e had this restaurant until the evacuation,

—

"There were very maeny good qualities about my father also, but




I did not appreciate them fully until after I was out of his control.
Dad was very immaoculate in his home-=life. He was highly principled
and he demanded it of others., He was inclined to be quite severe in
judging other people's characters, especially of his own kids, I
woulllé say that he was of average intelligence altho at tines he
appeareﬁ to be a 1little smarter than that, Dud was always very ocare=
ful of his money because of the hard time he had. He [rowned very
much upon one of my uncles who went out on frequent splurges. Uy
father said to us that we had to go thru life on our own strength and
not dopénd upon others, He has slways followed this rmle himself
and he never asked his richer brother for money. I suppose that was
due to his stubborn pride and he did not want to admit to any-ne
that he was a failure, He Jjust considered things as temporary set-
backs. and he always believed that his boat would come home some day.
[:‘"The funny thing about it was that during the depression my

father was extemely despondent and he was Peady to throw up the

sponge, There did not seem to be any way at all which we could save

the business, This was the hardest time of our family life and we
were really in extreme poverty. Th: business was only scsved when

mother secretly borrowed some money from my uncle in order to carry

Olls

>
that was what set him back on his feet.

My father got extremely angry at this but he uscd the money and

"My father was slwaye pwredus: puritanical in his attitudes and
he never talked about sex to his children., Ve grew up in ignorance
of it and we only learned from the gutter or from the other nisel
who knew a little more nbout it. 8ex was always around in a very
ugly form in the neighborhood we lived in, but dad never mentioned
it tous, I did not learn a out what the prostitutes did when they

wallked around skidrow until after I was almost thru high school,




believe it or not.

(T "My father was quite striet in his rules for our behavior and
in the manner of our speech, He was Jjust like those old timers fron
Japen, He was quite a stickler for things Japecnece, He was also
sympathetlec to Japan and that increased with the passage of years o#
instead of decreasing, le had thhtqnuturully Japan will w'nL;tti-
tude by the time the war broke out., "e got this sort of thing
constantly when we weré kids and I adhered to 1t until I wes in high
school because I was nailve, I did not have any strong conflicts on
this point up to then, after that, I began to have my own opinions
and naturally there were clashes with the old man, I couldn't

stand his longing for Japan because I don't think that he really

believed it or else he would have gone back.<:It was more of a dee=

fense mechanism with him and it gave him something to feel great
about;7'fhen I was home, I was quite sewere in criticizing him and
this used to burn him up no end, I couldn't stand the way he tried
to pound his ideas into me. I used to feel quite bitter towards him,
He had a limited knowledge of Znglish altho it was better than the
average because of his retaurant work, 4his pregented the arguglents
between us from getting too detailed.f

""hen dad was younger he used to be actiwe in the various
Japanese olubﬂ<§nd particularly in the Kumamoto Kenjin Kal, which
consisted of the people from his province, They used to get toe
cether a lot and chew the rag about the old country., Dad was also
in the Japanese Chamber of Cormerce for a while:7 Iis relicious
history is peculiar, When he was in Japan he became a Christian and
attended the Japanese Congregational Ghurch.<:&here was quite a
great debate 1in his family when it came time to baptize him, Dad

insisted upon 1t in spite of the fact that his family were chintos




or Buddhists, I don't know whlch:;7

"When dad came over to this country, he continued to be a
Christian, Then when my mother came over, she was a member of the
Konko Kyokal sect, They had a funny cercmony and they would clap
wood together, Dad would snicker a lot about this and he finally
was nble to convert my mother to the Congregational church, Jiut
during the last 15 years, my father became very anti-Christian be~
cause of his political sympathies, while my mother became more and
more of a devout Christian, It used to be quite a point of argument
in our household because my mother wanted to send the children to
the Congregational church a;so. It influenced my older brother and
me the most and that is why we have never cared too much about re-
lizion. <;y sisters are still theoretically followers of the Congre-
gational Church, and that is because they were closer to my mothe£:7
_"“y father would never give in during an argunﬂntgibut later on
he would concede without any acknowledgement of his defeat, If it
were mentioned, he would get mad all over again, It was easier to
push the roek of Gibraltar than to try to change his mind,” He was
very dominant and he demanded absolute obedience by mother and the
kids, He would even call my mother down if she slipped and used
some form of speech to him which he considered an improper way of
addressings the head of the household, ; lot of #$his personality
flaws was due to the fact that he worked 16 hours a day in the res-
taurant and he was under constant pressure, Ie was also blckering
with the workers at the rectaurant also, 4#nd they began to quit on
him one by one I =suppose that was part of the reason why dad de=-
manded obedience by us and he always acsumed his place as the head of

the family and he expected to be served first during these meal

times by my mothcri;y




"However, dod did have his lighiter moments and he was quite
proud of his fanmily, 7That is why he was so atrictlwith us because he
wanted us to grow up and be a credit to him.‘ When dad was in a
good mood, he'said that his children were very close to him, He
said that after high school the children would go away from hin.[:l
remember he said many times that once we went to high school no
nisei would listen to their parents any more because they thought
they were too smart, He was always consclous that the nisei would

not listen to their parents' advice, He thought that all nisel

became communiste after they went to high school and he did not like

this at all because he was quite wpposed to this doctrfnc::]Dad had

little leisure time, but he had an implieit trust in the Japanece
section of the language paper, +# lot of the news releascs in that
paper came from Japan and naturally it was very csnti~-communict,
Howeveyp, cad was very critical of the editorial in the paper. I

hink that dad was never satisfied with his lot and that 1s why he
was critical in other things, 485 we grew up #Wie accepted his posi-
tion more., He then put all of the Noplis imée- and ambition into
his children, .

"My mother was much more e:csy golngs +he was less strict mupon
a8, ‘he only trouble was that she wes under dad's thumb and he
w uld not let her be too easy on us, 4&fter she recovered her hcalth
she worked hnrd; “he worked in the restaurant for 15 hours a day
in order to help out,

"Dad did not have much ease in his social rclationships but
mother got on well with other people, Dud's cirele of friends
talked mostly about politics and Japan's great future, Ie did not
drink, however, like theother old issel men in his eirele, I think

that they did this mostly to glve expression to their frustrated




ambitions.

[T}Thcre was no love in my parents' marriage, I don't think,

They never had a freedom in showing affection for each other or even
us, This was completely absent like in many of the Japanese fami-
lies, The Japanese don't believe in kissing, you know, My parcnts!
marriage was not too happy because of the hard struggles to make a
living, There were periois of crisis as War back as I can remember,
<’C7hen my brother had osteomylitis in his leg, this brought my perents
together for a while, One time my brother was nearly kicking off,
my mother wanted to get him baptized right away so that his soul
would be saved, Dad was anti-church by then but he did not oppose
it directly. He kept putting it off by bickéring over the formility
of last rites, My father and mother disputed on this for quite a
while, My father even threatened divorce if my mother went ahead
and baptized my brother, In the long run, I think he finally gave
in but I am not sure, \>
"All of the family crises were over little things but behind it
was the great conflict between my parents who were quite different
in temperament and outldok, My father made most of the fumily de-
cisions and my mother only objected when it was on very serious
tings which dhe did not agree, In spite of this, my father demanded
that all of the femily take an interest in the family affairs and I
think that his decisiois were colored a great deal by my mother's
fgfluence. We had a helluva ldt of family orises and my father beat
my mother occasionally but nover severely., He was mostly  iving
vent to his economge frustration, 4t heart, my father was very
sensitive and very ppoud.

""hen dad was young, he had great ambitions because he came

from a poor family and he thought that he would beoome very wealths




in America, It was o bitter disappointment for him to have to go
thru the poverty we went thru and to have a 111 wife and five young
children to worry sbout besides., He harped on my mother's illnoess
and he accused her that it was mostly mental, Ny mother's 1illness
was from too many children and over work as %@ later found out., Dad

would never admit his frustrations and he 1s still quite proud of

his family, and the fact that he is a Jupunese.t]

"My uncle had a much eacier time of 1t because he was a great
success from the beginning, He owned one of the biggest hotels in
Japanese town of Seattle, ‘le was o big shot in the Japanecse hotel
éssociation for a number of years and also prominent in some of the
other Japanese organizations, He had a family of four boys and they
were named something like us. My other uncle was a sort of sogial
tresspasser but his disposition was such that he never gave vent to
his frustrations, He was a baishakunin on his own and he was always
meddling around with other people's businnés. - Whenever there was a
death in some family in the Japanese section, he would go over to
the house on his own and comfort them, Ille was a great Christian of
the fanatic type and he loved to get up in front of the church
audience and give an emotional tear-jerking testimony, He was a
sort of feventh Day Adventist serewball, Ile had eight kids in his
family, This uncle never worked hard in his life andhe certainly
was easy going, He owned a hotel and he would let pecople come in on
oredit, ©So many of them did not pay their bills that he finglly went
bust, This uncle used to go on splurges and he borrowed a lot of
money and would buy expensive furniture even tho he did not need 1it,
This griped my father no end, 7This uncle is in Chicago now and he

wants to lease a hotel here. I had quite a fow relatimes in feantile
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my uncles had large families, [;n Japanese and other holidays, it

was mandatory for all of us to eat together at a big foast, It was
one big family of over 25 members. DNDad was just as proud of "his
children as my unecle,

"At home we ate Japanese food exclusively and we always spoke
Japanese, VWhen my brother went to the hospital for the first tige,
I was six years old. When he ocame back home, he did not know a
word of Japanese, My knowledge of English wame bad since I was
bately started with schools Ve had a very hard time talking to cach
other, I would have to point out things to him, This was one of
the reasons why I picked up more Znglish right away. We lived in
the heart of Japanese town until my dad later moved us outside where
the restaurant was located., Lverybody*s-# spoke Japanese in the
Japanese section and I did not pick up IEnglish rapldly until I went
to the public school®, I can't speak Japaneee very well now as I
never uced it with my nisei friends,

<f?hilc I was young, we lived in a flat. There were six flats in
the building and some of the flats had two families in them, Almost
all of the families had kids, One family was Chinese and we got
along well, We Jjust rented this flat and later on we bought a housé}’
I went to the Bailey Gatzer': school where 1000 other nisei went,
The school was 05% Japanese, I also went to the Kokugo Gakko,
language school which had 1000 Japanese.,

"New Year's Uay was a big occasion of the year for the Japanese
community and we celebrated it aec ordingly. I liked it because we
got a lot of choice foods then, Our family did not celebrate boy's
flay much since we were not buddhists The Emperor's Day aend Meiji
Day ﬁore celebrated ot the Japanese langucge school, The whole

school was let out and they had ceremonics in the assembly., I went




to the Japanese language sc ool for seven years but it was unprofit-

able, I can only write the simplc sturf.<<; don't remember much of

the propaganda altho some of the teachers I've had were politically
minded and they tried to make us kids take their point of view, I
don't think I responded very well to that indootrin:tion, Most of the
time the teachers just taught us about the Japanese culture, It
didn't go over very wel!l because the majority of the nisei students
were antagonistic to the Japanese language school, They had to go to
it after the regular school hours and that meant that all of their.
leisure time was tied up, It was felt to be a sort of honor among
the boys to be less consclentious in Japanese olasses, We were ex-
pected to go in late and make noise in tlass, The nisei boys would
never think of doing things like thot in pudblic schools, This shows
that they resented the Japanese launpuasge sochool, I was a quiet
atudent and I never caused any trouble, I Just slept, 3
As a youngster, I was sort of timid, I had orusskoyes for a
while and that made me draw back too,. I‘felt sort of persecuted and
I didn't think that any of the other children liked me very much,
There was one fellow who always picked on me and he threw rocks when-
ever he had a chance., He was getting me into trouble by saying
things about me and blaming me for things that I did not do, This
fellow was a cripple and that is the rcason why he did 1t, Decause
of these things, I became very self-conscious and I felt that the
other kids were always staring at me, I did not mix much with them
and I never was completely in any of the gangs altho I palled around
with some of the gang members,
E:For a long time I was under-sized and tnder-age in school, I
was behind the others until the fourth grade. My brother was in the

same class as I was becnuse he had been out of school for a year on




account of his illness, He was a little smarter than I was so that
I got an inferiority coyplex about that, 'hat 1is why I got very
studious because I wanted to keep up with him,

By the time I was in the eighth grade, many of these problems
were solved and I got in more with the fellows and led a norenormal
life. I went to another school after that and there were more white
students there, My first yecar in high chool was in a clase which
was predominantly Caucasian students, %This was at the Broadway high
school and there weren't so many nisei when I started., It was a new
experience to go to school with a lot of white children, <i;had'nevar

done that before becsuse in grammar school and in Japanese school, it

was almost all nisel students?) For other reasons I wasn't very

happy in high school and I began to cut classes and go hang around
downtown, MMy adjustment to high school was not very good because I
was working in my dad's restaurant as a kitechen helper after school
and I could not fully concentrate upon a school life, <4s soon as my
clacsses were over, I would have to rush down to the recstaurant and
start work right aways I did not get to play around like the other
students did, Thét sort of spoiled my high school days and I re-
gretted it very much altho I accepted the fact that I had to help in
my dad's restaurant too, But, when ypu are young, you miss those

things more as it means a great to you;:>

>

£

\Q;\In_my Junior year in high school, my dad pﬁlled me out oi sch601
Tor a year because it was the worst part of the depression and the
family was having a hard struggle to make both ends meet, My dad
could not afford to hire another worker so I had to step in and work.
I went back to high school the next year and alter that I wised up
and I took a more matrue attitude towards my studiesand I did my

homework regularly£>;.0h001 meant much more to me after working that

-
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year in the restaurant. I had been taking school for granted up to
then. But alter that 1 studied harder.(i%t was a fad for all of the
nisel to try and make the Honor Lociety, I tried to make it also
but it was a 1litXle beyond m%i:>

I did not have any definite embitions but I had secret desires
to become a good writer, Ify greatect cucoess in school was in the
composition classes and I always got good grades in English, I was
taking a tollege preparatory course because I had vague ambitions to
go to ocllege., I did not take any extra currisular activities ot

<:ﬁ;d I felt that I was starting school all over again because most
my friends went ahead of me during the year I stayed ouE;> My closes
friend in school was a white kids, I just saw him around the class
and we rarely had contacts after school because I still had to rush
home to the restaurant,

In ny senlor year I started to go around with Japanese kids a
lot. There were about 300 nisei at Broadway high by then, The
sghool was thick with niseil and they had their own activities, <&hcy
did not take much part in the general school activities;} I sort of
sneered at the Japs and I felt superior to them beceause I felt that
most of the nisel had undeveloped mentalities and that was why they
were alrald to mix in more with the other students,.

It was during my senior year also that I began to go in for a
preponderance of the heavy reading, All of the literature during

that time emphasized the proletarian stuff and so I wrote themes

about it for my high school *e= clﬂ35“ﬂ£} I could write about some

of these things with feeling and that was another reason why I
wanted to be a writeer, I felt that I could champion the underdogs
as the ee skidrow side of life was open to me and I saw a lot of 1t.

My brother 1s more objective in his writing. He looks at things vert

/




=10~

objectively. .Hy brother got his experience because of his labor
union activities and with the associations among the more liberal
political groupes, I did not have too much of these direet associa=
tions at that tire,.

"It happened that when I was working in the restaurant, I was by
myself mostly and I read a gre-t deal, I think that I was the one
that got my brother started on the libersl literature., Once I took
*0f Human Bondage'! by Somerset Maughan to him when he was in the
hospital, This got him going on liberal reading and since then he
hos had a flare for the liberal things and 1t shows up in his writing,

"I felt sort of tied down by the restaurant work all the time
end I was not adventurous like my brother. I did not have any soeial
life at ally I used to argue a great deal with my dad over this but
he did not seem to think that I was missing anything, IHe put it up
as a sort of abeligation for me to help out the famlly and I could
not very well argue too much against that, That 18 why I had ny

biggest arguments with him over our differences in political ideas,

;r;It was durdn: my last year in hich school that the big Long=

shoreman's strike broke out all over the coast, There were many
street meetings held around our nelghborhood and down by the water-
front and I would go to hear the speeches, Dad was very dlsapproving
of this and he said that the longshoremen were all Communists, The
more he argued, the more I became aware of the opposite point of

vView and I began to stick up for it., It seemed to me that the labore
ing groups had a great deal of Justification for going on strikes,
That strike during 19:4 hed a great influence on me and it made nme
more avare of the laboring groups. I could see the battered workers
who had been tossed astde after years of work by their enployers, and

I did not think that 1t was right that they should be thrown out upon




the streets without any protection at all,

"4ll of the issei in the Japanese community were small shop
keepers and they opposed any chenge in the economic sét-up. Vhen I
had to leave school, I started to think a great deal and I wondered
why such conditions existed.s It was not fair to me that I should
have to quit school because of the ceonomic situation and that is why
I felt sorry for the strikers because I felt that it was not their
fault if they demanded more wagec &n order to have a decent living
condition, I began to give free meals to some of the strikers who
came into the restaurant, I had to do it on the sly because ny dad
would hove raised the roof if he ever found out, .Moast of the nisel
have not gone thru experiences like this and they have never seen
life face to face until the evacuation., That is why they were going
thru life like in a dreem, #4And most of them have not awakened yet,
But in spite of all my experiences, I feel thaut my life was sheltered
and I never had the stark reclity of starvation facing me, You have
to go thru these sort of things in order to fully understand the
masses. Perhaps I was too youn: to be seriously thinking about these
problems but that 1is the way it ﬁﬂﬂo.

"I did not have any gt#l friends at all during my high school
days and dancing was a thing of another world, <E,i1d not belong to

any olub or take pert in other school activity. Iy high school days

were just bearablg.and I don't look back on it with any 1ongin5;:>The

only high school elub I ever joined was the German club and thet was
because my Caucasian friend wes in it, I graduated from high school
in 1935, | I did not know what I was going to do but I felt that I
would like to take n job working for somebady else beeidees my father,
"For threc short months, I worked on the Japanese produce row

in Seattle. Along the waterfront there is many produce strnds owned




by the city and these were leased out to the small produce men who
sold vegetables, The Japanese really started this but in later
years Italians and other groups began to outnumber them, That is
why ih Seattle everybody buys their veggetables down on produce row
alons: the waterfront., It looks sort of piecturescue but it is no fun
for a person to work down there, especially for a Japanese, I was
legally underpailds I worked from 4:30 in the morning until 1 or 2
in the al'ternoon and I got {25 a month for this, Can you imagine
anyone btut a nisei working for wages like this? My boss did not have
to pay union wages to me as I was only a part time worker, Actually
I worked a full day because I was always being imposed on and asked

to put in an hour or so overtime without pays | The nisei had to put
—
up with this sort of thing because Jobs were scarce and there were
fomily obligations, !y employer was a fellow church member and a
friend of the family so he took nanntdge of me. ith this sort of
thing, 1t 1s quite understandable why the Japanese employers were
agalinst labor unions of any sort, They figured that thefrwes-
workers were a part of the family and that 1s why they took advane
tage. It may have been the system in Japan, but I could not take it

so I went back to work for my father, much as I disliked that work,

~
[ "I worked in my father's restaurant for the next five yea:'s,
Yook

until 1940.<<;ost of the friends I made during this time were Caue

casians, The on 'y nisei I knew were those who came to see nmy
brothers and sisterss, I did not have any social life at all during
this time, There was a group of fellows who ate at my restaurant
and they belonged to the Unemployment Citizen's League and I became
very interested in their activities, I donated money to them and I
would put thelr sign in our restaurant window, My father allowed

that because that meant more business for him since the unemployed
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men would eat in the restaurants thaf sympathized with them, Since
our restaurant was along skidrow, there were very few other Japane:e
around;> I had the night shift and I usually worked until 4 in the
morning,<That 1s why I did not have much social 1life, >I did not
start getting a day off until 1938 when the Japanese recstauranis were
unicniczed, Instead of® hiring the extra help for the day off, the
Japanese restaurant wotated end they %eddglosed on the seventh day.

I was not paid a regular wage or allowance, I had to ask my dad for
the money. lle was pretty liberal and I just took it out of the cash
till whenever I needed it and then make a small notation of it, Dad
wanted me to take an sctive interest in the restaurant and eventﬁ-
ally take over the management of it, I did not partioculerly care for
this work but I just did it, 4nd I figured that I would be doing

the restaurant work for a long time so I resigped myself to it, I
still had some ambition to go to collese or to do writing but I
oouldn't see how I would ever get a chance to do that, ﬂnre.and

more of the restaurant responsibility was upon me and I was doing

all of the buying and other business for my dud;] My brother was

going to the University of "ashington then and I got some taste of
the liberal Influences thru him, He would bring his radical friends
down and we would have long discussions in the recstaurant at night.
My brother got money from the old man but he did not have ony rese
ponsibility put upon him because of his bad leges That is why he
rarely ceme home,

"ty brother went into the union work during the tine he was in
college with George Taki, He did it voluntarily et first because he
felt that the nisel would benefit thru the urdion., He was encouraged
by his radical friends end he wae thinking along these lines, Confle

dentielly, I think he was a member of the YOL but he never told me




much about 1it., He was reading a lot of the radleal stuff by then,
“oon he started to go up to alaska to work in the canneries and he
got in pretty strong with the CWO union, IHis tultion for college
waos pald by dad tho., My brother went to college off and on as his
bad leg bothered him a great deasl and that is why he never did grae
duate,

"My two sisterp worked in the restaurant also. After they got
out of high school, they did a full timc, They Just took it for
granted thw»o, because girl don't have such great ambitions os

fellows, [E had wanted to go to college in 1935 but the restaurant

work prevented me, Finally in 1940 I got my chuncé]but I was a

little reluctant about going because I was older by then, Iy dad
told me to go because he sald theat I had ecarned it by working in the
restaurant and he would pay my way, It happened that ny k & brother
was slated to go to college but he ran around too much in hggh
school and he did not oare for ocodllege., My dad thought that this
was wasting his money sc he took him out of school and put him in
the restaurant, He then decided to concentrate on me, It was a good
thing that I did go to college for two years, I regret mery much
that I did not get to finish up end I don't see how I'1ll ever do it
now « [} did not get into the college aotivities too mueh beecause I
worked about six hours a night in the restaurant, I was not a mem=-
ber of the Japanese Students Club altho I went there a lot and hung
around,

"T did not know what my embitlions were but I took ¢ journadism
major. Dad did not think this wes very pructicel as he said that I
could not get &« Job on Caucaslan newspapers very easily and that
working with Japanese papers did not pay very much, I knew that but

Yog

that was the clésest I could get to my desire for wril.tflmg.fi I never




joined the J.CL until I went to camp but my brother was a member.

He also belonged to the Young Yemocerats and the YCL, I think,

"e were not living in the Japanese community any more btut I
went around there a lot during my spare time, I started to drink
when T worked in the restaurant, I used to drink sake on the sly and
I wondered what they could like about it, IHowever, I had o great
opportunity to drink in the restaurant and I gradually let it become
a habit, Some college niseli gave me my first drink of whiskey and
it made me feel good., I drank because it was n relief from the hard
work I did but I never got into a stupor. On Saturday nights I would
get thru work about 2 a.,m, and since there was nothing else %o do I
would start drinkin ', It helped in the social intercourse and it made
me feel more at ease,

"Thile I was in college I started to go around with girls but I
did not go steady. I cannot boast of a long list of girl Iriends
like many of the other nisei fellows do because I did not concentrate
on this type of thing, I did not find myself oompatible with most of
the nisei girls as I d1d not pieck on the extreme social butterfly
tspes, Another reason why Ié& did not have much time for dat es was
because of my worke I didn't go to any of the college dances be=-
cause I didn't know how to drnce anyway. My sister tried to teach
me at home but I did not make a success of 1it,

"I was always conscious of the fact that I was Japanese. I
just took it for granted, When I was a child, we were living on
Beacon Hill in the m dst of Caucasiens, That is when I felt the
first difference., The neighbor's kids only took us to certain limits
and I got aware of this, It was not the kids so much but their
parents who did this. I!lowever, most of my schooll:g was among the

nisei, 7To a certain extent the Japunese were accepted and the Jingo




press were the only ones who made & big issue out of the Japanese
‘menace to this country. Decause of my backsround, I had a certain
pride #in the Japanese fleet ns a kid, but I was pro-imerica in my
attitudes for as long as I can r-member, The fact that I was not
closely identified with the Japsnese community or with Japanese gangs
~made me lose contact mare easily with this feeling for Japen and I
had lost 1t completely by the time war broke out. I never made any
attempts to erash American society so that it was a tough situation.
By that I mean, that I hed broken away from the Japunese influence
but I had no experience of knowing whether I could get into American
soclety completely or not sltho I felt that I could., I lived in my

own little world at that time, [}ost of nmy white (riends were stu-

dents or of the working class and there was little distinetion among

usj

"T knew that there was rncial disorimingtion in existence and
that is why I subseoribed to the pro essive and Pdadial 1deology in
my politieal thinking, However, I did not go eround with a chip on
my shoulder, Zixenj»y both Japanese and Caucasian company and there
were members of both groups that I dlnlikedi? I figured that the
economic cconditi ns had created the Little Tokyos, I also figured
that éne-third of the nation haud a similer prdblem and they were
just de depriged as the people in the Little Tokyos. That is why 1%
was easy to see that the economic system was the prime factor in
thie situation, Russia became more of e¢n ideal to me and I remembe
once reading about Hoq/Pnul Hobeson pointed out that his child was
accepted over there as an equhl humen heinge I don't know if Commue-
nism can work out here but there iz definite need for some sort of
changes and I think that the pr sent war will bring them about, How-

ever, it also burns me up to see disorimination aguinst the Japanese




and other racial minority groups., I could sit back and say it was

the system if it did not touch me direct!y like this,

I;When I went to college I found that the ROTC was closed to the

nisei, Military training did not appeal to me enyway, but it was
the 1dea that we were barred which made me sore, <zgst of the nisel
Juet took such things for granted, If I really wanted to get into
the ROTC I would not have taken denial sitting down> Once I was with
a nisel fellow and we were refused service at a restaurant located
Just off of the campus, FHe wanted to write a letter to the manager
and demand an®- apologys I told him thet we shoudd déemand our
rights at the ti e and fight for it if we really believed they were
our rights, IHowever, this fellow would not let me say anything so
we left peacefully. <ﬁ‘henrd that some of the big hotels 1in Ceattle
would now allow nisel to go into them but I really don't know for
surc;;>It was these little ineldents like this which made me aware
orlfhe faet that I was Japenese and I felt a lit:le helpless about
overooming the blind prejudices of many poa,loi]

"1 suppose that it has elso cont ibuted to a slightly skeptical
attitude toward life. I had no formal religion at all, I went to
the Christien church until I was 15 years old. BPut I gave {t up
after that, It 1= okay for those who need a faith badly. I think
that it ie an opia and a drag upon society because so much of it 1is
foolish, Religion is a release for emotions, That is why my unecle
is o fanatic, I suppose that church hes some function for the
people but it is not for me, The people can have their spiritual
life but the church should be consistent in its obligation to so=
ciety and not overlook social problems, This is what they do and

that is why most churches are so contradictory because they close




their eyes to the bad side of life,

"One thing I can't stand is when I hear those nisei who are
discriminated against and yet who say derogatory things about'niggers?
Filipinos and other groups, It is things like thet which prevents
the nisel from beconming united with these other =8 racial groups and
recognizin, the comon prdblems of all of them., The nisei live in a
glass house and yet they throw rocks, &around 8eatile all of the

tongue would wag and buzz if a nisel girl married a Filipno, he

2>
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would be completely ostracized in the Japenese community, My room-
mate sges-pow-bespe-fhns-bhe-chinsae is a 1° year old gulet fellow
from Portland, 7This is the first time he has ever been away from
home and naturally he runs arcund & lot because of the novelty.
However, he is pretty bored most of the time and I don't th nk he
enjoys his running around beceuse he does not have the personality

to make friends too readily. He has a funny prejudice and he can't
see that this sort of attitude is harmful, The other night he was
coming home alone when two drunk sailors grobbede him, They ajplied
a headlock on him oend asked whether he was Jupuhese or Chinese,
soldier came by and told my room mate to beat the sallers up and run
away. The scldler said that he could not do enything himselfl because
the sailors wer:. in uniform. !y room mate wouldn't answer the drunk
séilors at all and they kept squeezing harder and herder, IFinally

L]

the shore patrol came along &nd the sailors let o and beat 1t, My

]
room mate just ran home and he didn t even stop to tell the shore

24 ;-
patronmen what had happened. I asked him why he didn't say that he

was a Chinese since that was the easist way out of the situantion,
My room mate then enswered me, *'Hell, you think I would ever say abh
thet I am a Chink? A Chink is like garbage. I'd rather let the

drunk sallors squeeze my hcad then to eper say anything like that,*




I Just can't understand how a nisei could show such racial pre-
Jjudice when the problems of all minority groups are in common,

"The nisei opinions in many ways are Japunecy, Nany of them
formerly had end some $till have great faith in the Japanece Army
but they would never do an thing directly to help Japan, I suppose
it is more an expression of their frustration and resentment, Ie-
fore the war many of the icssel donated great sums of moner to the
Jaopanese Army under their son's names, The nisel did not even con=-
cern themselves about things of this nntufé. They 4id not worry
about dual citizenship or their uncertain status in thie country,
Because their interecst werc directed towards the more superficial
thingn, Many of the nisei went to Japan aiter they got out of

colleze because of the pos ible economic opporiunities, Many nisel

still think that they may have to go back to Japan after the war

because thincs will be too tough for them, I have dual citizenshilp
myself but I told my dad to cut it off as I never intended to go %o
Japan, I never did press the po'nt too much, <The reason I didn't
want to ever go to Japan was because I heard of te poverty and the
low standards of living over there, It was a sin of lnziness whiéh
is the resson I still have dual eitizenship and I did not live up
to my responsibilities in that respect., I never considered gyself
a Japanese subject because ry sentiments were far tway from the
Japanese 1ideas,

"I figured I was & helluva lot better american than a lot of
the Americans., I felt that I was living up to more of my responsie
bilities of an Americen than many of the Caucasian, I was aware of
the Spanish eivil war and I thought that the Frencossupporters in
this country were traitors to democersoy., I was writing small artl-

cles in the Japanese lunguage pepaers at that time so I wrote some




articles cgainst Ffranco, I was also against this country sending

any secrap iron to Japan and I stood in the picket line down by the

waterfront to signify my beliefs. I couldn't be too active &n po-
litkeal affairs because of my work. The most I could do was to
stand in several picket lines on embargo to Fronco Spattt and mili-
taristic Japan. I also attended s few mass meetings on this quest-
ion Wt the general American public was too apsthetic to take much
of an interest., There was even a smaller pepséntage of nisei inter-
ested in these things. There was a nisel in “eattle who was very
pro-milltarist and he put out a rabid newspeper and tried to black
ball all of the liberal niseil in the Japanese community, My father
did not know about my activities, He.sort of sensed 1t from my nisei
and Caucasian friends. He thought that all nisei were turnin- Commue-
nists., The truth was that the nisei at that %tire were very conser=
vative.s»n

"The issel are much more politicrlly minded in that they are
definitely pro-Japun whereas the nisei were in a muddle. The nisei
were apathetlic and all of their epinions were decided for them by
their parents, The 1ssel parents read reactionery Jepanece papers
and magazines and they even told told their sons how to vote in the
elections, The nisei had no opinions at all and they all stayed
Republicans Jjust because a few of the nlsel big shots thought they
were Hepublicans, The cannery ugion even was controlled by the
Juponese Assooclation and only a few members of it were progressive,

"The nisel were intercsted only in small hings and the camp
life wes the pesk of what they wantede=dances and sports, Most of
the nisel students were children of small issei business men and a
very few of them were proletarian, That is why the bulk of the nisei

vote
were so conservative, I started to me when I was 21 and I usually




voted the Democratic ticket., The state of "ushington was Democratic
and it was liber2l in many wasy. It got most of its reactionary
ideas thru California, :

"I was in colle e at the time the war broke out and I managed
to finish the quarter out, Just before the war, I was still in the
student phase of my life, altho it was getting clearer to me that war
was cominges I did not think it would bresk so soon, 'y father was
constantly seyin. thaet there would be no war because all of the
Japanese propoganda was saying thats, I think that ie one of the
reasons why the issel were so astonished that Pearl Harbor becsuse
tdeg'hrd been s wallowing the Japanesc propegnnda which was even rore
emphaslzed than the american, I was mentelly lezy ond I could not
picture what I would do in the event that was ever came, ¥y that
time (I wae a rabid hot Jaz: fan because of my school assoclations
and my friends in this group were apart from my political friends, I
was in a group of sbout five Caucuasians and our primary interests
was in listening to jam sessions. ©Some of my friends in the J urnal-
ism group were also in this Jazz groupe I worked nishts and during
the day I went to school so that I did not get to see my friends too
much, My only free dey was Thursday and I went around with a gang
then, "e had an organized group to listen to hot music on Eunday
afternoons but I had to work so I could not go to that,

"I did not do too well in my studies at college altho English,
conposition, journalism and political scionce were fair, I was ine
terested in these courses so 1 was able to do o little better in 1it,
On the whole, my grades were not too good, f liked the college life

becnuse it was a good time and it provided a rood escape from the

rostaurant work, It also eased me up sociallyﬁ] I di1d not have any

planes for the future but 1t probably would have been inevitable biemb




that I would have to take over my dad's restaurant in spite of the

fact thet I sald that I would never do it, I knew that there was

not much chance for a nisel to have a journalistic career.(iI was

more interested in critical writing anyway. I was faintly bitter
about my brother's superior talent but that passed years ago. I
guess what I wanted then 1ls what I want now: something that would
utlize what telents I have in writing even if it is only a re-wtite
man on a newspaper., I was not thinking of marriage then because of
my lack of economic seuurity{>>.018t; s 1 hope that the restaurant
would fold up so I could get going on my own and not be tied to this
responsibllity, I figured that 1f I stayed in Seattle, I would have
to go work on a Japanese newspaper 1f I went into J urnalism, I did
not see how I could get away from the Japonese community so things
were pretty much mixed up for me,

"The proppects for the nisei future in . eattle were very small,
There was a small nucleus of nisel who were conscious of what the
role of the unions could meun for them and they had v falirly good
perspective of the power of an organized group. <he leadership was
good and *he 70I0 was on the rise, Dut, it was a hard struggle to
get the majority of the cunnery workers to accept the union idea,

It was the same way nbout other liberal movements, The niseil seemed
to be way behind the move every tiwe:> There were many college niseil
students gnd they didn't know what they could do either, They talked
about going to Japan for economic op ortunity but very few ever went,
‘lost of them stayed behind end did meanicl jobs or else shifted to
Los Angeles., For example, I knew of & nisel pharmacist who was work=-
ing a=s a houseboy in eattle beoc:ruse he could not get anything in his
line, There were meny, many cases of this sort in all of the Japan=-

ese communities along the coast, It was getting to be a great »»




problem just before the war, and the nisei werec talkin: adbout it a

~—

lot, |

(o 2
"JACL, before the war, was a very ﬁﬁgcuous group and not so=

cially conseious at all, It surported the epublicens for all of
the elections as it was strongly identified with the LRepublican ideas
of the middle 58 grou] Vlarence Aral was on the LFE side in the
Union dispute and he with Dave Beck who believed in goon tac=-
ties, .rai was an ultra-conservative and he todd 4merican legion
line and he was one o. the strong volces of the J .Cl, The liberal
nisel could not do much against t is conservative group because they
were outnumbered, The J CL played the middle of the line on all the
politiocal issues, I don't know too much about the J. 1 as I did not
Know very many of the members, I felt it was no good so 1 made no
attempt to join it and work towards a reform.

"At that time I was intending to go on to get my degree and I
was also thinking oi' changing my major to something more prectical
like Inglish or politiecal "eience, DBefore I went to college, I was
not noticeable at all and I wasn't sure of my-elf in public., I dia
not get my pofse in fecing a public until later., I did not even feel
at ease in an informal social group, Collere brought me out a lot
more, but I was not cxoeptionally cggressive, It was difficult for
me to become at egse with people I met thru nmy brother because I fe;t
obligated t6 react in & way that was accepted to them, I suppose I
felt inferior to them, On the whole, it was not a very satisfying
1ife for me to go along that line, but it did not bother me mentally
too muchs I did not feel too & frustrated after I started codlege;
in fact, I had visions $hat I was free at last to pursue my aims
eventunlly.

"y famlly life got calmer as L got ol er and I did not get into
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fights with the old man often, 7e still had arguments occasionally
when we were working in the resturant but they were not as bitter as
before, I was on the worst terms with my father than anyone else in
the family and my old lady bawled me out a lot for that, The trouble
was that I had to be with him the most and my sisters did not argue
with ded so much or teo stand up for thelr rights, Dad expected me
to shoulder most of the famlly responsibilities., Mostly I took over
the position of the oldest son in the family sincéd my brother was
not physically fit to assume these duties.

"Iy dad con inued to be very pro-Japan and it irriteted me to

hear him telling his friends about his convietions, but I would not

say anything becsuse it would only cause a flarce=up., By t is time I

wae completely independent of him anyway, except financiclly. I had
done all of my own thinking for the past few years. It agifated me
to hear dad's bilased politiocal opinions, or for him to argue so
stubbornly with my mother, but I did not say too much as I knew that
iw would be useleoss, I made all of my decisions by myself enyway
and my father influenced me very little, Iin making family declsions
on important issues, the rest of us got more of aen ecual volce as
we got older, I got alons well with my brothers and si ters sinoce
we all led our ovn lives, Ve put up a solid front toc the cutdégers
and even my older btrother assumed his share when that happrned, He
would run all around to see lmportant people when the resteurant was
condemned for s nitary reasons and things like thet, The fact that
we were all willing to do our part in the restaurant reflected our
family solidarity. None of us have ever rebelled to the point where
we f{igured we had to lenve home perm nently,

"I had been out late on “aturday night, Dec. 6, on a sort of a

benier, so I wus in bed until 2 the next day. ' I usually listen to
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the New York symphony orchestra aBout that time and as I got up to
go listen to the radio, my sister ceme in and told me about the war,
It was quite a surprise as I didn't expect it then because Nomura
and Kurusu were here on a peace mission, Pearl Harbor seemed to be
a Tigment out of ny ded's imaginative mind, Obviously we» were
caught with ouf pants downe Tt wasn't a stab in the back becsuse it
s ware Dut I, along with all the other Americans, were caucht
unaware, I dld not ﬂpyr‘ve completely of this eountry's foreign
poliocys The U.,S, had been pursuing a forei n policy which was detri=
ment«l to this country suoh as expand upon Spain, Manchuria and
sending sorap iron to Japan, There was no denylng that it was quite
shock when the breck did ocome, The nolicy of the United ! tates
appeasement approach had been to dive®t the axis towards Lussia but
the whole thinge backfired which gave the Nazis exactly what they
wanted, Ve did not have a definite foriens poliey for “hina snd we
hed been sending serap iron to Japan right along. e gave verbal
syipathy to 8pain but nevertheless we put up an embargo and aided
irancos Te took wp action ag inst those who fought for the loyalist
cause. All of thes thipgs made me believe that the ruling powers
among the allird nations were not interested in protecting a genuine
people's government, but the situation was controlled by selfish eco=
nom: ¢ interests, In the light of there things, I had expected this

ecountry to eventually be involved in the war, After Lngland,

fussia and Germany got in, it made it logical that we would also be

in 1% sooner or later, Porsonally, belng what I am,=-not completely
without sentimental tles to Japen and its culturee=sthe only hope I
had was that there would neger be a Iriotion between the two coun-
tries beocause I knew that we would be in a very tough situation once

such things happened. Pearl Harlor was a nightmare come thesush,
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"I detested the people who subscribed to the ways of military
Japan, both in my home and in my other personal relationship, I
couldn't stand the filiel suthority patterned after the Japanece
military patterns, It was pretty ugly wheneyer it did manifect ite
gelfs I had fought like hell to smash this sort of thing for a long
time. My dad must have had a great deal of pride in the way the
Japanese opened the attack on Pearl Harbor but he knew that he wac
in 2 helluva fix since hc_was in this country, Aiter that he went
easier on his sounding off.All of the pro-Japan issei laid low after
that, !Many of them began to yell how loyal they were to this coun-

m

try but it was pretty insincere, This attitude was pretty genercl
1csel and Just before the war they hed held many sceosions

disocussing Japan's invinoibility amon, the world powerss I cen'st

exactly way ecxplain why the apparent hurﬂdbfd ssei had distorted

fanaotic 1decas when it came to Japan's military powers., It mmet have
been some sort of sub-conscious reflection of thelr personsl desires
which had beon thwarted in this country due to diserimination and
prejudice against them by intolerant americaens. Basic lly they wers
loyal to this country in their way but they never had much of

chance to show it,

"legardless of the pbdlitical condition of any niscel, we all went
thru a shock phase of our lives, Come busy-body old bastard stopped
me on the street thot evening to aslt me what I thought about 1t now.
My reaction was utter indignstion but I did not act upon it, It was
essentially true that I was completely identified to the United
States more than ever before but when the superepatriots stuck their
noses in end tried to bring the blame of the war on to me, that sort
of thing angered me. I did not see why they should try to blame me

for Pearl Harbor just beccuse I had a Japenese face, I think many
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Americans had this pGUpR& patronizing attitude when they showed

sfnpathy towvards nisei after the war broke out,

"I went to work as usual thet night dbut I was a little appre=
hensive. In the back of my midnd there waz a thought that guys would
throw rocks at our resteurant window and cause other destruotion,
However, nothing of that nature did haeppen. 4 bunch of young ruys
did come in late thet night and I sensed their usgly tone of voices,

I started to explain the nisel situatlon and it didn't take too long
to convince them thet I was an aAmerican booause I said the superfie
eial thinge like 'We've got to beat the hell of the Jans

P

treacherous attecks.' Haturally I was on sort of edee all evenine

and I was in a raw state of feeling snd a little Jjumpy. I tried to
keep control as much as possible but 1t was imposeible to be pere
fectly caln,

"I had advoonted certnin political conviections berore the war
which was in line with the lemooratic prineiples and the Caunossian
friende of my grpup went out of the way to be unusually consideraste
of my feelings, They even came over to the restaurant that very
night to tell me how they felt about my position, That night I was
oing home very late and the bus happened to be crowded a little
bit, 4 drunk guy got on the bues after me so I moved over a little
to make room for him, Ie interpreted this as being due to my fear
of him so he started ocalling me a spy and mumbling something about
Jap should be thrown out and drowned in lake "ashington, I d1d not
make an issue of it at all, The attitude of the people in the bus
chowed that they disapprowed of the drunk so I felt betier and more
confident that the fairminded opinion would prevail in spite of what

happened in the Paciflc warfare,
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"The very next night I decided to walk home., A couple of cheap
looking women were standing out on the streets and when they noticed
me, they started to follow and yell 'Jap& at me, I thought they
made more of a fool out of themselves rather than hurt my feelings
any, I was burnt up inside because my feelings are very intolerant
about people like that but I did not say anything to them, After
that there were no more incidents and lile quickly went back to a
more normal routine althe the tenseness of the war atmosphere con-
tinued to be in the air. There were many battled being fought in
the South Paciflc and one could not close one'!s eyes to theseevents
which nmeant a profound change to this country, I thought about what

was going to happen but I couldn't figure out any of the answers.,

I had a vague feeling that perhaps all bble<bodies men would sudden-

ly be drafted. I think there was a great deal of this anticipation
among the nisei fellows as they felt that such an event would 1ift
the finger of suspiecion from them and they would be accepted like
a1y other Ametican, It is difficult to say exactly what the general
feeling among the nisel was during the month or so after the out=-
"break of the war, !any of the nisei went around in a daze and they
expected almost anything, The thing that was pecullar to me was
that some nisel actually felt guilty about the war just becuause they
were of Jap:nese aneestry, On the other hand, there were many of
the JACL type who had formerly been in the middle, and who now sud-
denly began to say super-patriotic things in order to emphasize the
fact that they were 4mericans too, Whenever I saw this type of
thing, it seemed to fall a little flat, and not quite sincere, I
suppose most of the nisel were a little confused like I was, altho
they're were still a great number who went along old paths without

recognizing that they were affected also, I don't know whbther that
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was an effort to close out the reality of the situtition and escape
these troubling thoughts, I think that most of the nisei were loyal
enough in thelr way and I think that if they had been called by the

Arny then, they would have responded even more favorably than the

f
people of Hawail did during the general regigntion of last irebruary.

The longer they had to wait around, the more confusing things got
for them and they were not so sure by that time that this country had
a plece Tor them, 4Lctually you can't blame them too much because
they were a pretty young group and they wer: getting a preponderance
of the 1isseil point of view. They were aware of the fucet that the
American public as a whole identified them first as Japanese and
secondly as citizens if they went that far., The Japanese community
in Seattle remained in a sort of tense situation altho it was not
visible on the surface, Life continued to go on but I could see
that grave changes were slowly ocourring and the evacuation was a
sudden eruption of the whole mess, It started out with the intern-
ment of the first issei by the FBI immediately after Pearl Harbor,
I suppose it was a sort of fear which went along with this whole
thing. People didn't know what was going to happen next.

My life was also affected but not too drastically, After the
quarter ended at the University of Washington, I dropped out of
school, In my college classes there was no incidents at all which
made things very different, I dropped out in March because by that
time ovecuation was pretty certein for evewybody. The last thing I
did on the campus was to write an editorial for the school paper.
In general, it was pretty quiet at school all the time after the
first excitement, Most of the nisel had dropped out by the time I
dide The student body receiwed my editorial very favorably.
(Attached Editorisl, U, of W, Daily, March 6, 1942)
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A GUEST EDITORIALsss

I evaduation is a must in an Wnimpeded war-effort set-up, I
don't see how anyone with the awareness of what we are fighting
for can be against it. Considering the sudden uprooting and baoke
straining that are certainly in store for the evancuees, their
responsibilities will demand of them a toughness of fibre tempered
only by a long view of the deal allotted them, This is how the
evaouce will feel 1f he sees our war effort as one to preserve what
the Axis nations have been systematically breakings down: recial and
religious tolerance, territorial integrity, Ireedom of speech,
press and radio, lador's right to orgenize, etec,

Fut the wvacuee has rights, "hat he demande of those vwho ree
main is Bhat his evaduation will serve the purpose intended. Come
of the clamor for a mass exodus comes from those who hope to gain
from the evacuees' losses, Others are impelled by racial reasons,
This business-and-prejudice-as-usual set-up has no place in our war
ef'fort,

Discriminate evacuation, difficult et time, seems hardly
possible today. Dut, at the least, keep i1t in your mind: the old
world refugee is here not for the love of Hitler; some of them have
fought this battle us far back as Spain when some of the fine and
current "patriots" went beyond words to aid Hitler's “panish yes-
man, i'ranco; and there are among us those who for years knew who
were turning deeaf ears to demand t'at the flow of scrap iron to
Japsn be stopped,

But the time for reproach and settling scores went with the
first weeks aiter December 7, All out for defense is the order of

the days Vhether their family trees reach back to Benediet Arnold
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or to the Tokugawas, fifth columnists must be weeded out, Citizens
who put defense second after their pocketbooks or their politieal
ends should be handed a Jolt, That they are in Congress from Texas
should not mean immunity, They line up for defense or €lrB...

The evacuee leaves hoping that something like this is in the

m1nd5 Of 'Clll. - - --D.'T.

--University of Washington Daily
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"In my editorial, at that time, I tried to stress the point

that the evacuees were not too extremely bitter about the sudden

uprooting of their homes, I atémmpted to point hut, however, that

the evacuees had certain rights as 4merican citizens, altho I re-
cognized that special intere-ts were the motivating forces, There-
fore the chief point I made was that the purpose of the evacuation
wos because 1t was an all-out for defense effort and the eyacuces
were leaving with this in their minds as their contribution to the
nationai security, I have changed my mind a little bit since then,
altho I hold just about the same ideal. I Mnow feel that the selfish
interests within this country were much stroncer than what I had
figured and it was thru their emotional clamoring that the Army
arrived at the decision that evacuation was a military necessity,
However, it 1s all passed now end the future will tell whethor 1t is
Boing to be a blot upon our national record or whether it really was
a humane and democratic move, I rather suspect that the selfish
interests are going to get fully exposed later as the Fascists that
they are,

"Throughout this period there were not too many changes in the
family relationship altho I had to assume more and more of the res-
ponsibilities and to take care of the final business settlements and
property disposition, I ran all around Seattle trying to find out
the latest developments and order in order to zet my dad's business
settled satisfactorily. I had to #o to-the property cgents to get
the management of our house fixed up, Our house was in my name and
we were still making peyments on it, We had a long discussion as to
whether we should sell out or not, At that time we ®till hed the
feeling thet we would return soon and therefore it was best to hang

on to our house. I arranged to ront it out to a shipyard worker and
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now he has moved out, The first tenant walked off with our radio
and much of the furniture is now missing. The place is going to the
dogs and it 1s @& helluva mess., We are still making payments on the
plage but it comes out of the rent and we h:ve a little left over,

I asked the WRA property depertment to look after the house when I
was in Minidoka and now he wants me to givé;;§:;ower of attorney so
that he can satisfeactorily look after my interests,

"Te did not finish settling the restaurant business so that we
left it, We sold some of the fhxtures but most of it was a loss,
My old man felt pretty badly about this loss but we could not do
anything ebout it, On top of that we hnd a new 1942 car and we had

to sell it at a price cheaper than the provailing market price et

that time because of the haste of departure,

"With all of these worries facing me, education was not impor-
tant to me any longer and things were too uncertain at that time for
me to sit back and mull over the loss of my education., I missed
school now and then at that time but there was nothhng I could do
about it, There were too many important things happening to think
about my personal education, !y mind about the evacuation began to
change after I left school and I felt more and more that we would
be gone for the duration because the public attacks thru the press
and radio were getting more and morc emotional, Therefore I was
evecuated with the thought that I would be in the camp for the dur-
ation,

"T didn't want to evacunte but it was impractical for me to
leave voluntarily for the east. One of my sisters left before the
restrictions set in, but she went with the intention of marrying
somebo. 'y in Chicago., I had to stick around the house and take care

of the femily business, 4nother reason why I did not consider
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voluntary evacuation was that I did not know if I could get a job out
east even if I went,

"We continued to work in the restaurant almost up to the day of
evacufition but we did not have any incidents at all, Our regular
customers who had come for years continued to patronize us because
they were well nequainted with us and they knew that a great wrong
was being done, I heard of rumors of Filipinos beating up some nisei
but nothing really broke in Seattle, I got most of my news about the
Japanese community from the Japanese smerican Courier,

"I got drunk more often after March because I was out of school
and I did not have to get up early any more to rush to clasces,
Thinking back on it now, I suppose my life was more disorganized than
what I realized at that time. PW‘plané were all upset and the lack
of my usual social associations made me drink more then what I had
been doing pmenyiously, It ot to be a habit and all oif the older
nisel fellows I knew were doing it, ZIven the younger nisei started
to drink because they had nothing to do but sit around and walt for
the day of evacuation, I never got extramely drunk except for a few
times, I reslize that my old routine end a certain amount of secu=
rity wes all shot, but I still had as much hope as I could possibly
expeoct from the fact that I was sure the government would dispose of

the problem feirly and honestly, I did not think the government

would leave the Japanese completely destitute as their businesses

haove been shot after the war broke out, I felt that the consclience
of the Americen public would prevent such a deplorable situation from
coming about,

"I did fear at times that the Faseist elements might take over
and completely eliminate the democratic processes, In that case, 1t

would have been too bad for all of us and that includes the white
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Ameriocens too, I felt that evacuation was not the best way of uti-

1izing our talents for winning the war as the day of evacuation got

closer., I suspected that the smerican people who knew about us only
vaguely might derive the opinion from this evacuation the conviction
that we were all guilty and therefore removeds I wi s never dellected
from my opinions which Identified me with that part of progressive
America which would put thru a right kind of war, but I was also
conscious of the eppeasers, isolationists, and self-interests which
were supporting the war for greedy purposes, I could not identify
myself at all with this part of America,

"The American public was emotionally aroused during this time,
Ccocasionally I would go to a theetre and whenever the im-rican flag
apprared I could have appreciated it if there were a spontaneous
applause, But somehow I could not clap myself, I always suspected
that this was a superficial way of showing patriotism, The nature of
all the newsreels at that time, and even now, were of this superfi=
¢ial type and I couldn't work up any enthusissm for that, It wes a
trial to sit thru those newsreels, None of this could be interpre=-
ted as coming from a personal secret admiration for Japan as I would

have been just as disgusted over a Japanese newsreel presented in
the same way.

"the way I looked .pon things, I did not particularly feel more
closely identified with a Jepanese minority, It was a wémeren Dbigger
thing than that and I did not look upon it entirely es a matter of
race discerimination, I knew that I would be ocved in with a lot of
Japenese, but my identify was more than ever with the vast majority
of the #merican people who aspired for the real defeat of Faccism
all over the worlde I suppose I thoucht of volunteering to the irmy

a few times but I was & 4-F and the business of evacuation kept me
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too busy to think about 1t mch,

"I had no repugnance toward the Japanese cormunity; I later got
closer to them by the mere fact that I was assoclated in camp with
so many Japanese. I was willing to accept what the Western Befense
Command said about military necessity, altho I felt it might have
been only a political necessity., I reelized it was impossible to
weed out the disloyal from the loyal Japanese, but I did feel that
the nisei should have been kept out of the camp, I also felt that
the Army should have been gonsistent about the nisel in the drait.
They took the nisel for a few days after Pearl Harbor as volunteers
and then closed the draft to them, The Army alco kept some of the
nisei in the Army while others were released. This sort of thing
created a great deal of confusion in the nisel mind and they didn't
know where they stood., It'=s like being kicked out of a house and
not knowing whether you would be welcomed back in after the initial
emotional excitement of the old man paszes,

"It was a muddy day when we went to Puyallup, The effect of
the great conjection?was bad on the morale of the people, This gave
the discontented ones an extra siraw to agitate with and to further
get the people to be antagonistic aguinst the adninistrution.E-I
thought that the lack of privacy would really cramp my style and I
did not think I would ever get used to it [ﬁhe publiec lairines
really disgusted me. They should have at least put up sideboards

between seats, The food was awful too, It made me feel physically

and psychologically rotten{] I didn't want to be too quick ntsdéring

these gripes like Ted Nakeshima who wrote about it in the New Re-
public as he had to take back everything after a couple of weeks,
But until the improwements came I griped just as much es any of my

friends,
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"The very first day I was in camp, they needed aldes for the
medical examination during the reception of the people into camp,
A guy asked me to be a clerk so I Just went and did the work., It was
a routine job but not so bad as I got to see many people, I inter=-
viewed each person roughly prior to the medical examination upon
their induction to camp., It was quite a Job to speak Japanese to
the issei but I managed to make myself understood,

"After a couple of days, some of us began to make attempts to
get a cemp paper started. It was very slow work because of all the
red tape. After a few veeks we finally put out & mimeographed sheet,

The paper was a non=-paying job and the advisory counekl also volun=-

teered it sarvices, This was mostly the J CL groups They seemed to

have run the camp as a great @eal of powerw was given to them by the
wcck., The newspaper was not too happy a job because there was a
great deal of censorship, This gave us a chance to ridiocule the
TCCAes I think that the censoring came less from evil intentions
more from the lack of a wise contact between the WCCA supervisor

the evaouee editor, It wasn't a regular newspaper at all and it

too restricted for us to make i1t worthwhile, 7The editor lacked
judgement in diplomacy and the supervisor was typical of all the ade
ministration, They were ex-WP4 men and this had been created out of
Gove Martin's spoil system, To show an exampley of the type of
gharacter of men which @ov. Martin had confidence in, he fired a
University of Washington president to put in a man who would conform .
to his poliey. It was all pretty rotten politics, Thet 1s why the
“PA administration at Puyallup was not of a hich calibre, The ocamp
supervisor did not even know how to censor the paper correctly.
Severel editions came out and part of a colurn was slashed out,

This looked sort of silly for the WCCA and it reflected back upon
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them, I don't think ouf editor should have attacked the adminis-
tration besause this was a sophomore asttitude,

"T d1d not take part in any educational activities in camp and
I did not even finish rending a book at Puyallup altho I did read
the newspapers, Mystery stories were about the only other thing I
read, I made out the usual form with the student relocation council
but I d1d not feel that there was any prospects for my futuré educa=
tion as I did not have any money to go to school with,

"I did have more recrestion in Puysllup than I had in ‘eattle,
I lost all of my desire to drink while I wéis in oamp beccuse of the
other interests. I played tennis and volleyball for exercise mostly,
Occasionally I went to the dences and I met quite a few girls, I
went around steady with one of them for quite a while, Occasionally
I went to the record concerts with her, This phase of my camp life
gave me a less restricted life than beforeg but in the bigger things,
I definitely wans restricted, I didn't feel these restrictions too
strongzly at Puyallup so much because 1t was fun there and I enjoyed
the novelty. The full realization of what had happened to the nisel
did not dawn upon me until later when I pgave it more serious thought,
I didn't go to church except when they had some forums on worldly
matters, I did not take any interest at all in camp p8litiocs,

"Imotionally, I became closer to the Japanese than ever before
in my lifes Politically, I felt polds apart from most of them, I
essociated mostly with a non-intelleotual type so I did not have to
think tco mueh, My group were of the average run of card playing
nisei. I Jjust gambled moderately because I was not so good at cards,
but the others went in for it more steeply until their money ran out,
We also had bull sessions at night once in a while but it was not of

a very high order, There was one guy in our group who was distinctly
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reminiscent of the pleasant years he had spent in Japen and he was
bitter about his present life in camp, liowever, the bitterness in
our group was not deep and it was only casual. It did not come from
a deep-rooted convietion, I felt that these fellows were represent-
ative of the uninspired nisei who were not willing to think deeply
at all,

';rvy general impression of the nisei in camp was that the assembly
centers, tn spite of the resetrictions, gossping and other handiesps,
wae more or less a holiday for everyonee 8ince we were there thru
the summer, ®he people s a whole did not have to work their heads
off any more in order to make a goal of life, since the food and
ghelter wss provided by the government, Only a few jobs demanded
the full use of talents and the concentrated efforts of the worker.
We did not have much of a voice in what we could do in regards to
the more important things which affected our lives., Some of the WCCA
officials took their jobs seriously and they were overly susplcious
of the people, This was reflected in their personal behavior., 4ll
in all, the evscuees felt that they were part of a community more
than ever before because of the fret that they were adl in the same
_boat faeing an unknown fll*..u:r(.-:.ik
"it first I felt the loss of the outside bédcause some of my

friends could not come to visit me, That .only lasted a few weeks at

most before I got adjusted to the camp life., After the round of

activities began in camp, all of which demanded actual participation
by the individuesl, I got in wikh this movement and the esense of loss
for the outside was not so =cute, Later on, my friends were allowed
to come into the camp to visit me, Altho I would have liked to gone
boek to Ceattley all dlong, this feeling d4minished and even the

occasional visits from my Caucnsien friends did not make me acutely




homesick anymore.

"The summer passed quickly enough and I didn't leave Puyallup
with any regrets because I thought that the WRA camp would have less
conjestion and better sanitary fecilities, I did not regret the
loss of the mess food or anything that looked permanet about the
assembly center., All permanent plans for the future while living at
Puyallup were frusteeted at this was at the bottom of most of my
inner discontent which varied éncording to my moods. !y anticipa=-
tion of the WRA was not too high in spite of my expectations sine
my brother had gone in an advance group and he wrote back and
us about the dust storm and the lack of complete construction
Minidoka,

'The good side of the picture was that regirdless of the
sicol inddequacy of Minidoka it was to be of a permanent
nature than the assemb'y center, The size of the c:mp have been
publicized as 68,000 acres and that meant more frecdon for the
peoples I was aclso aware of the fnct that its basis would be a
program and I did not object to that because that could be very
construotive, I did not have any illusions sbout my farming ability
as I had never done it before., The camp was sarse=zrded announced as
a farm project and I thought that everybody would have to do farming.
I di4d not look forward with anticipation at this prospect but I had
hopes of getting into something easier,”

"My attitude toward the war had not changed very much during my
stay at Puyellup altho I have to admit that the effect of cmmp life
wos thnt ie made me less politically minded th n before, It was be-
ceuse of the kind of friends I had developed there which sort of gave

me an easy way out I surpose I was also looking for fun too.
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The general camp atmosphere was not condusive to any heavy thinking
about problems anyway. It was a sepseme period when everybody sought
a release from all the suspenseful feelings which had accumulated
during the month before evacustion, I knew that we were going to a
WRA ecenter eventually and I did not feel up to the effort of disging
into any serious while in the ascsembly center, However, I did have
occasional moments when I reflected upon myself and I was aware of
Toot that I was wasting time, I rationalized this by saying it
was a low in my life, As we were getting ready to leave Puyallup,
I determined to get down to something more serious instead of the
aimless life I Red at Puyallup, I intended to work on the newspaper
at Minidoks i1if I could get on the staff and not to fool arocund so
rmeh with a bunche I would have gotten upon a newspaper at Puyallup,
but it was a pretty unsettled proposition and there was no incentive
to get us to do anything serious in the way of writing,

"In spite of my forewarning about Minidoka, I rather anticipated
that 1t was a beginning of the new phase of my lifee-a more cone
structive venture, I suppose I built up rether high idecals which
were bound to erassh once I 2ot into the actual reallty of Minidoka.
My anticipation of Minidoka was a little distorted and I hoped to
get too much out of it, and noturally I was bound to be disappointed.

Anyway, I left Puyallup without any regrets at all, 4nd I looked

forward eagerly to the "RA center,"”

Following is Hiromasa's first impressions of the trip to ¥Mini-

~doka which he jotted down and wrote up for his first eclumn in the

Minidoka newspaper after srriving there,
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Getting your fare's worth on a traein ride between centers may
seem like Rockefeller passing out the dimes, but honest €iguring
about it adds up to the grime of soot, the wear from the extended
curb on man's natural need for expaneion, and for come the sorrow
at the quick stabbing thought of what wac left behind where moats
more impregnable than the firmest in literature have shot up in
snswer to the signal:s from the Pacific,

Subtrecting from this effect of pleasure blacked out was the
evidence of what we had been fjade to feel was worth looking into in
American landscape., #nd taking it all that came by with youth's
capacity--which couldn't be messured by all the yard sticks around.

Here was the backdrop to Hellywood's hardest riding thrillers,
the graphic shaping of countless moods nourished from telecs breath-
ing less of the dream life.

The lush, verdant Columbia LKiver Valley put behind, the hills
grow into mountains and move toward the banks, the train finelly
begining its trail, the evergreens losing cut to the stubbier
tougher growths as hills come closer and the climb gets bolder.

Our teeth were biting off the grit at the first fore-taste of
dust-kreigs. We had begun to put the gag on the cheers forldaho.
The reod was heading for grimmer parts, the face of things taking
'n the impassive unyielding lock of men who put gore into the soil
than vhat oan be got out of it.

Mountains were miles away now but were constantly framing the
planed-off stretch., There was nothing to hide us and we could
eesily become lost,

Ranches seeningly as depopulated as a western movie ceught
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off-guard in a poorly directed scene. Balls of tumble weed rolling
down the road, sharply bringing back the loneliness breathed by
Leslie Howard tramping along #rizona's off-paths in "Petrified
Forest," the wind pushing on, the weedballs hurrying.

We were weaving up a hill sawed off at the top. It all seemed
as though #hings had missed the last call from humanity. 4nd then
as if to confound us, there were fams, alfalfa, straw, herds,

life--but touched with the look you get from strangers. and then

there were rocks, ugly and stubborn, The fare had been used up.

TRe trip was wiped out like a dream, Friends swarmed. The
faces were Little Tokyo; the talk didn't smell of the woods., They
were the opening words in the book which we have written of
Mindoka to date. -=-Daiki Mi

--The Minidoka Irrigator
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"When I got to Minidoka, & blanket of dust blew in our faces
and we got the cheering report that this was only o mild day. But I
could not help but feel the excitement of the place., There was a big
Job to be done about making the camp more livable. This feeling was
in the atmosphere and it was reflected in the very way the people
fought for the jobs, They were more particular about the typés of
Jobs they wanted than in the sssembly center, Many fellows who were
extremely sociel partying inclined in Puyallup, went into more defi-
nite groups and they were more serious, They went after jobs to
improve themselves, 41l in all, it seemed less of a pienic than the
assembly centers-ané atmosphere which had been imposed due to the
temporary nature of the pluce and the restrictions which cave it a
lack of permanence,

'T had worked with most of the staff members of the newspaper
before so I immedintely went down snd asked for a Job as reporter,
which I got without eny difficulty, Later on I wrote a column for
the papers My brother did not come on the newspaper until a little
later. At first there were about three editors so a meeting was

held at the reports office to determine who should be the editor.

The five candidates for the office of editor were told by the re-

ports officers that only two of them could be placed on the 19 a
month payrodl. One o the fellows said he neecded the editorship
because he was married and had a wife to support. My brother sald
he could get another job in camp like handling labor relations so

he did not particularly care to be the editor. Two of the other
fellowe were put on the payrodl as editor and my brother confined
himsell to writing editorials, He then went on to work on the lsbor

relations board with George Taki, When the printed newspaper camw,
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he returned to the newspaper work, He was the contact man between
the staff and the administration, He was the acting editor altho
Dick Takeuchi was supposed to be the editors Dick was a good tech=-
nical man but he wes kiocked out of the newspaper because he made
some slams against the members of the administration, The printed
paper was the result of the €Gooperative supporting the newspaper and
they cowvered aXl the costs.

"] wrote mostly columns and covered beats around cemp, It was
a most enjoyable work that I had done even the my experience and the
subject matter were limited. The incentive for the kind of writing

I wanted to do was not there, but at least 1t ganve me some opportu=

nity to writing to see what I could do, I still did not know if I

could make the grade as a professional jJjournallist since the camp
paper did not give me much treining for thids, I also felt that the
editor was not capable enough and he did not inspire me to do my
best work, It was a little better after my brother tock over the
editorship. One of the first editorisls for the paper wa- written
by my brother and its purpose was to inspire the people to dveloop
the community and make the ar¥d land dloom, It affected the people
favorably and enaouraged them to feel that they sould make something
good out of the desert. This was before all the relocation business
came out and the emphasis was upon the cemp development, It helped
the people to roll up their sleeves and go at it, (Some indication
of Hiromasa's brother's opinion can be obtained from looking at some
of the back editorials in the Minidoka Irrigetor under his real
name, Dyke Miyagawa,+ It also indicates a little of Hiromas's
thinking since he reflects many of his brother's opinions,)

"Then the people started to resettle from the camp they came in

droves to ask for a subseription to be sent out to them, The camp
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was a definite part of the nicei life. The isseli had a mimeographed
sheet to meet their ndeeds, They did not resent the English section
too much altho the issel on the board of ccoperatives demsnded that
nothing be sald aceinst the Japanese if they supported the printed
paper,

"The Japanese seetion of the newspaper only had three workers
on it so that we did not come into eonfliet with them, The Japanese
editor for his section of the paper was essentially pro-Japan but he
was intelligent enough not to stir up any rumpus, The only friction
was that the first English editor and the Japenese dditor were court-
ing the same girl, On the whole 1t was not a2n unpleasant relation-
ship between the two paper staff and we did not have any sertous
trouble over policy at all,

"Ou® second PFnglish editor finally volunteered into the Army
and my brother sort of took over until he left., On the whole, the
paper was o definite part of the cormunity life altho its greatest
appeal was to the nisei, We sponsored a.ﬁopulﬂrity contest ond this
appcaled greatly to the younger nisel, The editorials received many
comments and of'ten the Pacific Citizen cuoted them., §e felt that

the Heart Mountain Sentinel was the only center paper ahead of us.

A few doys before I left, my brother went to work on the Pacific

Citizen for the summer while Larry Tajirli went to Washington to
handle some JACL business, How~ ver, my brother felt that he wus not
cut out for journslism so he is now with the CUEO 4llied Yar Con=-
mittee in Washington D.C. helping to raise funds., He got this job
thru hie former union connections in Seattle and also thru a union
man he met in Sr1lt Lake City while working on the Pacific Citizen,
"In October, 1942, I took time out for one month from the camp

and the newspaper work in order to go to work in the sugar beets,
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It was the first opportunity to go on the outside and this appealed
to me. The outside meant that I could get avay from the restriction
of camp life for a while.-faome of the nisei reslly felt that -in
answering the call for farm work, they would help the war effort,

But the fucet that we wanted to g ¥ out was probably one of the most

important fectors, The seemingly high weges in sugar beets as conm=-
|

pared to the camp skewy salary was also one of the attractions.,’ I
did not have illusions that I would make a fortune as I knew that
my ferming ablility was not goods As it turned cut, I did not come

back with a cent shead altho I grossed asbout {250 for the period
almost two nmonths I was gone, ''e stayed in a FHA labor camp which
hed several hundred nisei there,

"Twin Falls was only two mlles away from our work cemp and my
money was qulekly spent on clothes, food and entertainment, Ve did
got have any unpleasant incldents since the Japenese were an accepted
community of Twin Falls, Puring the harvest season, the Japanese
were a large pert of the population in that area,

"In one plece I worked, the mother of my employer sald that she

[
would not hlreé# a Jap cven 1f her beets rotted, later on she did
hire Jua anese workers iln order to save her bset crops. Thai shows
that economic motive is often more of a determining facvor than
politicel 1deals, All of my bosses were understanding and I had
long talks sbout the Japanese problems with them, The work itself
was tough as hell znd most of the Tellows wented to go home, I
stuck 1% out until the end of the contract, The other youhg nisel
workers in my gang were afraid to tell the boss they wanted to quit
and I wouldn't do it so they had to stay on with me,

"We had a lot of bickering among the workers and alsoc with the

However, after it wae all over, my laet boss ssid that he
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was very pleacsed with us because our work was olean., Iater on I
used his name as a reference but I don't know if that was a wise
thing because I have not got my elearance yet altho I did get my
release, That farmer may not have remembered me.

"After the sugar beet work was done in late November, I went
back to camp snd started working on the nevspeper again., I began to
it in once more with the camp 1ife and it wes not hard to do es my
taste of freedom was not finaneially suecessiul, Farm work woe not
Yy & idea of permanent work, I guess I wanted to go back to eomp as

sugar beet work had been hard and I got cold on 1t. I could not
any resettlement possibility 1ﬁ doing that kind of work.

"The reereational faellity were cxtemely limited in Minidoka
for a long time, It was dusty most of the time anyway sc that we
could not get out too often, All of the open spaces was of loose
dust and that is why no play fields could be made for a lon- time.
The incvitable dances were the only things held eonsistently and these
were in the recreational halls, I soon-found a girl friend and went
sort of steady with her, It was only a casual friendship and I did
not have any plans of motrinony. It was just fun for us to do things
toge ther,

"lost of my friends were the staff members of the newspapeYy,

\

! were mostly younger than I but they all seemed to have g ood

-
41

ey
embition of working on the newspasper. I would not wordinarily sought

this group out except that I had been thrown together with

the puper. Ve spent a greet deal of time in the, office and during
the late evenings we wwuld hold bull sessions. Te had a special
permit at 10 pem, and often we stayed up just for that., The staff
wes bound together with this interest. That's how most cliques

begin,




-58

{;There wasn't anything of intellecturul interest about the
goddam oamp.éfmy expectations for the camp had vanished when I first
went to the suger beet fields, I had nothing to do with the JiCL
altho my brother handed me « membership card one day. The center
consti ution was not pushed and the vote did not take pluce until I
left, Minldoks was one camp where the primary emphasis was on ree
settlement and there was not too many plans or stress put upon the
internal development, I only read the New Republic and the other

publications from the "RA centers. I did not read very many books

at Minidoka. I felt that I was stagnated but I did not feel up to

the efforts of doing anything about it, I was livins in a period

of apathy. I was too closely identified with the mud right in front
of my eyes and my mental horizon did not go beyond it too muech he-
cause when the mud dried up it became all dusty and I could not sgee
ahea»d far,

"College was even more remote and I more or less gave 1t up as
impracticels I did not make any more efforts to find a way to try
and go on.)?I was very restless during the winter because it was
windy end cold and there wae nothing to do to keep me very busy, I
hed o stay indoors most of the time and I got bored and in a dee-
pression, I was in a rut and there was not much nromise for camp
1ire:1 About the only thing we could do was the put on parties for
the paper staff, I was supposed to head the committee for the beauty
contest but I learned from that experience thet I was definitely not
of the promotional type of personality. I did learn hc’ to speak
before the publiec with more eanse during this time, put when spring
same, and the tempo of resettlement speeded up, I really did set
restless, By that time my one idea wes to get out of canp.,

"The WRA was a definlte improcement over Puyallup, but that did
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not solve the big problem which was in the minds of all the Japenese,

The quality of the WRA administration was much better than the 7"CCA.

They had a definite interest in the people's welfure and the project

director had a lot of dreams of msking Minidoka a community to be

proud of, He was even respected by many of the issei, I didn't hear

eny rabid pgﬁsgoution of him like what happened at the other centers,
3]

During the #ew orisis of the fall months, there was a lot of pressure

brought upon him but the people finally cooled off when they got the

coal. The issel were not bonplete ¥y with the aedministration on the

reglstration but hhey took it out more upon those issei who trans-
lated the WRA announcement to the camp.,

"Generally the registration was successful at Minidoka., The
WRA there handled it extremely well, The response was slow at
first but they ocame around as 1t was explained to them more clearly,
The meetings progressed all the way thru camp end the project di-
rector showed up at all of them, He was a very eloquent speaker and
this appealed especlally to the issei, He did not threaten the
people at all, He explained the idea of the combat unit and he said

hat it was needed to be the torch bearers for the nisei future in
order to put them on the camp, lie said that the resord of the combat
unit would help all of the Japanese in camp as well es 1t would be
an achievement for the nisel soldlers,

"lirs “tafford, the project director, had two sons in the Army
and one of them was completely disubled in the South Pacifie, but he
sald that he hed no animosity towcrds the Jepanese in the United
States beocause this wus .a democracy., He sald he had to face nany
barrages of distorted. charges from the townspeople und he wanted to
prove to them that the evacuees were loyal. There was quite a bit

of resistence at first but 1t ended up with over 3500 volunteers and
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the majority of the issel answering 'yes' to the Army quentionnaire,

The newspaper in camp supported the registration fully and my brother
toured all over the camp with the project director 4n order to show
his support.

"There were many lamily confliéts over this registretion, but
it never became a large eommunity issue. My dad could not see any of
us voluntecering but he became resigned to that., In the end he an-
swered "yes' to the questionnalre like most of the 1ssel, I think he
was Influenced by the decisionc of his sons and my parents realized
that they were more tied up with this country than ever bhefore, My
two brothers volunteered.

"Most ol the opposition was private like this and no concerted
action was taken by "he community agalnst registration.
many nisei who wanted to volunteer were influenced agoinst it by
their parents. I didn't volunteer because of verious rensons., My
older brother Hirokazu was rejected because of his physical disae-
bility due to osteomylitis as a child. My younger brother was in
perfect physical condition But he was amonsg the ladt 33 from Minl-
doka who were kept waiting from March until September, The Army
then notified them that they were not needed because the ocorbat unit
at Camp Shelby was over-staffed, after that my brother resettled
out here, He was kept stewing long enough end now he is not so

nnxious to go into the Army. ©Somebody told him recently that the

~

Arny was opening up another niseil ocombat unit at Cemp Crowder. My
brother thinks that all of the nicei will be drafted pretty socon
and sent there because a couple of guys have told him this,

"I had a lot of mental conflict about volunteering, Our family
felt that one of the boys should stay with the family. I was the

one selected because I had been siven a 4-F classification before
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and likely to be rejected even if I did volunteer, I felt that a
general draft was coming soon anywey so it didn't muke much differ-
ence, My older brother also had a physicel dlsability but he was in
a prominent position in camp and he volunteered to show that he was
sincere in what he said in his editoriel, I felt that my younger
brother was much more physlcaelly it than any of us and I was protty
sure that he would be taken, My older brother thought he could be
fitted into the Army in sone sort of special work which would not

ut too much emphasis upon his physloal condition, That left me with
the family, I had one sister left in canmp, the other one had married
afore evaouation, and it wes a certainty that my dad could not sup-
port my mother if he ever got out of camp, It was pretty much of a
rationalization on my part when compared to the faet that four broe-
thers from one family in our camp had volunieered,

"Now I find that 1t is diffiocult fo make a go out here and my

-

conscience does infringe upon me ocvasionally end I have a feeling
of muilt, I also hold c¢ertain convioctions and I think I am willing
to fight for them, That is why I have wondered about volunteering
from ocut here, I am beginning to think seriously of 1t but I haven't
decided what to do, Another faot is that all the yuung fellows are

in uniform now and it makes me feel sort of conspicuous not to be in

the service, I don't know what I will do about it altho I probably

will wait for the draft now,.

"In Minideoka I realized more fully the problem of the Japunese
in a world of demoorascy. In some ocases, it doesn't seem as though
all the people in this country actually want the defeat of discrimi-
nation in our midst, The reationary forces are still with us and 1
think the showdown is yet to come, The Hearst pape:rs still run a lot

of the sensational stuff attacking defenseless groups and there 1is a




danger that the emotional reactionary movement may galn headway once
more 1f and when the all-out effort is turned towards the orient,

I don't think the evacuation or the camp life disillusicned me to a
greater extent than before, dbut I am more acutely aware that 1t is a
big problem facing us.

| jm ", fter the registration, I had the intention of léaving camp but
I did not do anything about 1t until 4pril, I supported the re-
settlement move in my nénspnper'coluﬁn. A8 we seﬂuﬁ }o cet more job
offers other than farm and domestic work, I decided to take definite
stepss The fect that the nisel were being drained away by volun=-
teering and resettlement was another immediante reason why I decided
to act on my behalf, The whole tempo of resettlement speeded up

ri - ht after registration and I got the fover, I looked around for
any sort of job ss an excuse to get out on, I figured that I could
then look around for something mo'e in my line®, I still was not
sure of what I wanted to do and I had to find out what I was capable
of doing first, I felt that I could make better contact if I got
out here first, I wasn't getting any younger in camp nnd I knew
that T had to act soon, I knew that if I remained in camp I would
not get the opportunity to find out exactly what I could do because
camp life impressed me then as a temporary phase in ny life, I

knew that I would have to make a fresh start on the outside. I was
full of antieipations and expectations; but at the same time, I
tried tc be practicel about it and realize that there were cértain

ebstalees which would not make it too easy., I was going out of

c¢amp to work and not to play. It was differnndé‘from going to the

suger beet field." \

a—

(Following are some comments by Hiromasa emé in the center

paper showing attitude towards resettlement, )




Thanks to the Army, Girls
of Minidoka can hit the
relocation jackpot

Today the greater part of the problem of relocation gust be
borne by the nisei girls, Floyd “chmoe declared during his recent
stay in Hunt, Schmoe, who is representing the #merican Yriends'
Society on his intermittent visits to relocation centers, is in
a postt®ion to catch for us the quick shifts in the wind.

The Society's relocation schemes were snnounced irmediately
after the WRA odtlined its policies, ©~chmoe was here once before
to offer what the “ociety was willing to make available to inter-
ested residents., %“tudents, professionals, and college graduates
received the brunt of the proddings at the time,

Now as the result of the influx of male residents into the
army the scene is wide open for the girls tc take over. Much of
the program's success rests with the degree of enthusiasm the
girls are disposed to show,

Although to indicate the presence of parental frowning which
is bound to fall upon this development is not to mark out a
racial characteristic, the fact remains that opposition to the
relocation of many feminine residents here will be voiced by a
chorus of considerable size., Girls of age have attempted before

this to get out. ©“ome are already making their way in Chiecago,

Denver, Salt lake “ity, etc., good adjustments coming to them

as much as they are willing to fight for them, bBut as many remain
here because of parental bans-,
Clearly the girls must pick up the brooms to sweep off the

webs that film isseil eyes (rom seeing the relocation picture
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straight. The facts to buttress the cause are many, and none are
so compelling as the one that the demand for feminine labor is as
great as that for men, if not greater, according to Schmoe,

Arguments for immediate relocation have been presented before
and the conditions which called them up, if enything, have become
accentuated. To omit counter-assumptions for the time, the em-
ployment situation now is better than it would be during the rush
by war manpower released for whatever post-war jobs that will be
available, Furthermore, qcclimctization today paves the way to a
normal ad justment later, it would seem,

Wrinkles in the relocation picture do exist, but they seem
to the kind that women would be eager to smooth out who look to-
ward the day when they can sow the seeds for the flowering of

Japanese-American rooting in the democratic ways. The tect, and

the training cven, engendered in evecuation should have added to

their moral sinews,
You don't have to tell us--they can do it. -=Daiki M,

=--The Minidoka Irrigator
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TIME T T

The rounding out of the evacuee year is now a question of a
Tfew weeks. A4t no time has a year pleyed out before our very eyes
the flux and go that ordinarily eke themselves into our conscious-
ness only after careful studying of them made possible years after
their occurrence., |

A year ago we were begging the march of events to wait until
we had put in another spring quarter at school. This in spite of
the convictions we entertained about the unrelenting realism of
the material world, Of course, we had no illusions, Epring
quarter we didn't study. Ve worked.,

But our emotional habits were tied up with all that we had
learned to put into studies, friends and the doings that go with
school, There was so much more to learn before we could con=
vineingly put together the ground work which obviously has to
exist, even for a world seemingly a structure of disorder and
contradictions. We in cur first few years had just begun to pick
up our tools.

There were those whose comradeship we hated to lose, There
were others who seemed to offer such promising hopes for the
future, The fine things to come from these associations seemed
immeasurable to us at the time,

But the realism in the imperatives of politics and economics
were toeing the line, and the fact was never more apparent to us
than at that time. The talk of evacustion kept up teeter-totter-
ing during winter quarter. Not long after we know it was going
to be a fact, Ue gave up school, and then our wiys were cut short

by the device of curfew.
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"I feel that I owe it to myself to crowd everything I con=

sider worthwhile into my last deys here," a friéndEnd volunteer
tells me these days. Such was the tone of the pre-evacuation
days. Life 1s longer than these words seem to oredit it with,
but it was obvious that the old ways were a starting place to
which there could be no road back,

It was as 1f we were thrown besck to childhood, wanting to
touch things and forever feeling the poignaney in being uprooted
from home and beloved haunts,

Ray, cracking the books by day and‘at the shipywards nights,
more himself than ever before, never too far up to his neck that
he couldn't sense the roads closing up on his fellow men, And
others, out to show us the best of times were cursing the moving
and shaking behind the shadows which were to part friends, It was
very hard to leave them gll,

Consider these lapses into moments in the past whose poignenecy
is made less sharp by a life of its own which has developed around
the conditions of evacuastion. The loneliness and uncertainty are
explainable today when they are pleced into the jigsaw changes of
the times,

They are the blessings of youth which make adjustments to the
new relatively simple in spite of the weight of associations left
behind with the olds, In this way the centers have been our social
primers, and we hsve much to teke away when we et out of the
transition stages of our journey. «~=Daiki M,

-=The Minidoko Irrigator
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I straggle into the mess hall for breakfast, unable to shake
off the inevitable after-effects of an enforced leaving of my cot.
Usually I forego my morning coffee and toast, but this time I have
to see my friend off from the admin area, He ig lecving for Chi=-
cago. It is just a friendship arising out of the enforced rela-
tionships of evacuation., It is just the same, a iriendship I want
to continue after we meet agaein,

I am breathless from the hurry up to the bus, When I get there
the fellow and his partner are beaming. They are passing out jokes
as generously as the proud new father hands out the cigars, I
shake on these parting quips and remind him that not even Chicago is
the whole world, by which I mean thet we will still be around some=-
where. "Write you sonfagun,” I tell him,

"1*1]1 get you & job in Baton Rougel!"” my friend says in a final
flare of his good humor, With events such as these the first year
of evacuation is being marked out.

$$% 99

For the evacuee, life measured in terms of war conditions has
been relatively secure. Meals, whatever their shortcomings, were
planned for us, Eating involved no shopping and the attendarnt wor-
ries growing out of rationing. #nd although our earnings were on
the fractional level, we were never pestered by a demanding land=-
lords It should be recorded that our single rooms, regardless of
the size of the family, ruled out a last possible refuge when
privacy was bfing sought .,

And to more or less turn the tables, the coming year will find

many of the evacuees exchanging the security assured within the
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centers for the privileges inherently a2 part of the national habit,
Eome are leaving the centers with guarantees not & cent more enti-
cing than fifty cents for an hour's labor, People outside will
tell them how much of the externals of life ean be bought for that
sumk,

1 95 %955

But whatever the degree of attrzctiveness of our jobs, our
relationship to them is more than what ordinerily goes into a boss-
émployee pact. The inescapable fact is that the eyes of the nation
are fixed upon us today. The progressives who back us as well as
the professional baiters are building up cases to further their
respective causes. Vhether we feed the appetites of one or the
other hangs on the manner of behevior to and at our Jjobs.

An intellicent approach, of course, bars race considerations
whether Japanese or Negrces are concerned, Nevertheless the lot
which has been ours the past year has, in effect if not perforee,
mede the nation conscious of our problem which has often been
mistated or steted only partially.

Qur re-acclimatization period in Chiecago, Denver, Salt Lake
City, Cleveland, or wherever we choose to relocate, will be fraucht
with suspended judgments, whose crystallization into one sttitude
or another will follow the record of what we show ourselves to be
like,

The employers who hove declared a willingness to hire us need
the proof that we arc up to the responsibilities that are demanded

of us now., We neeed the proof to dispel the carping of indigested

minds and the ranting of groﬁps out to make the term Japanese

American synonymous with anti-Americanicsm,

Barring fordes beyond our control, it is all up to us. Our
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advertisements will read as we write them. -=Daiki M,

-=The Minidoka 4rrigator




[j"In early May I finally zot a chance for a job that would get

me out of camp, I signed up for an unkilled lobor job for the
Cuneo Press In Chicage thru the "RA representative in camp., The
Cuneo Press offered us 62 1/2 cents an hour end a promise of a later
aise to 67 1,2 dents., They also sald that there wac a 1ick“1 bonus
if we wanted to work on a night shift, plus time and ¢ half for any
over time works This sounded like pretty good wagrs to me for un-
ckilled work and I thought I wculd do it until I found something
Pett“r;] I came out in the middle of May and the company representa-
tive promised me that he would look for something more in my line
after I got here but he did not live up tc this promise,

"There were three of us who came out together on this Jjob. Ve
stopped at the YI'Ci for & week or so. 7Then we storted to look for
an apartment of our own, One evening we wont to visit e nisei friend
on Maple "t, and he suggested that the lMaple Menor had two nisel
girls 1living there and he thougzht we m.ght be able to get in also.

e went down there and inquired for rooms right away gnd the lande

: s : ‘
lady accepted us. /Later on the "Ri storted to send a

out to the Maple Manor, For e while most of the occupants were
Japonese but now 1t is about 50-5C I don't the exact number
of Japanese in the house now b there are abou 0 or 50 living

here now, I don't have too many contects with most of them, I have

been livin: here cver nincﬁ.}

"There was nothins excitinm about my unskilled job at the Cuneo
Press, 4t 1 t I started as a piller for o sewing machine whioh
sewed the booked together, Then I helped cut on some other machine
like feeding the smaghers and doing a little layout work. During
the past summer I changed to the night shift as there wee a five

cents an hour raise doing that. I was looking for another job all
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the time and once I took a day off to go see about a job, When I
came buck to the Cuneo Press, the floor ledy was angry at me so she

said that I would have to go on a night shift, There were a lot of

young kids working there during the summer and the dey openings were

separcer at that tine,

"I worked 10 hours a day and averaged asround 50 hours per weeke
on the night shift, I could have made just as ruch on the day shift
as I would have been able to put in more overtime., "here was also
another important reason why I did not object to going on the night
shift, The three of us lived together, ate together, slept together
and worked together so 1 figured that I should se ess of them or,
else they would get on my nerves, I had to ge p the first one in
the morning end weilt around £ hem to get dressed aftoe L)'\').(.Xin{j:

out of bed., I had to be their mursemaid and dc 21l the ocooking

breakfast and s ;. the evening menl, &and then they did not get
to work on time. was the oldest of the three end I felt more
responsible for them, That 1= why I ch:n;ed to the night shift be=
cause they would have to get up on elr ovn after that,

"I worked on the folding machine during the night shift and it
we8 a little harder worke I did this for two months, The night
shift wes from 7 in the evening until 8 a.ms the next morning, and
this ruled out my soeisl life entirely. The day shift had more
openings after the summer vacation since the students were going baok
to school so I finally mot back on the dey shift, I only did this
for two more weeke before I saw an Ad in the paper for another jodb

wae successful in getting in “eptember,

"There must have been about 200 nisel in all of the shifts at

The were on all three floors, Many of them were girls,

nisei were mixed in with the other workers, but they were pre=




dominantly Japanese on some floors, <or example, I worked on one
shift where all ol the workers oxcept the foreman were nisei, The
nisei did not get the more skilled Jobs begause most of them were
inexperienced and they had a lauck of troining. There was a lot of
mixing among the niseil and they lived in groups together., They also
went in groups toc eat lunch, Many of them have come direotly from
the centers where they had been recruited as a group, They did not
mix toc much with the Caucasian workers altho a few of them did., The
Caucasian workers seemed to be pretty tolerant of the nisei and they
did not treat them as inferiors. There wers some zoot suiters worke
ng =t the pleant and they made fools out of themselves by acting in
boisterous way and trying to draw attention upon themselves, which
not very fuvorebly received by either the Ceuensian workers or
other nisei there.
"A lot of nizel came to Cunco's to work after I had started
There was a high labor turn-over there. Many of the nisel
toock this Job as the reason and excuse for coming out. It was
easy way to get a job offer and & lot of them had the same idea that
I had about getting a better job later. A lot of the nisei, however,
thought the weges were extremely good and they stuck at thelr job,
Others were satisfled at first but when they hecrd about the high
wages the ngsel were making in other plesoes, they quit to get other

jobe, The Cuneo Press had a uniform policy concerning wages for the

nisel, I got a five cents an hour raise after ¥orking two menths

there,

"I didn't mixe too much with the other nisel excenpt for the ones
I had come out with as most of thenisel workers thare were young
squirts. I 41d not like the idea of working among so many nisei and

this urged me on to find another Jecb, I had been contacting various
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newspapers in this csrea for possible employment since journalism had
been my ma jor in college and I thought I'd like to give it a trial
1f I could get the chance, I only had one job offer as a proof
reader and nothing else, I didn't hit the big newspapers in Chicago
as I knew I would not have a chence with them, I#% hit the necwse
papers in the suburbs but thoy séid they had no opening altho they
were nice obout it,

"I then began to answer seversl job cslls for re-write man and

advertising apprentice for megazines, I said I was a Japunese Ameri-

can in my letters and I 2ot no answers at all, It was the kind of

Ad where you send a letter to the box at the newepsper office, I
wasn't too hopeful of getting a newspaper jodb after that, Iowever,
I did not become pessimistic because I had not really hunted for a
Job serilously yet., 'hat I had hoped for was to save scme money at
Cuneo's and then take a few weels off to make anintensive round of
places where there would be poscible openings and to person lly try
to sell myself,

"In the middle of feptember I answered an advertisement for a
office clerk, mailing, filing and errand boy job., I also procof read
at this job I do now, It 1eg in an advertising asgency., One of the
reasons I changed jobe was that Cuneec had too great a conecentration
of nisei and living with so meny of them, I felt that this wes not
much of a change from camp, therefore, 1 decidéd to change jobs and
this was part of the reason,

"]l ce8 less pay in'my job now, 4t Cuneo's I was making between
$35 and 45 a week but now I only get £100 a nonth, lowever, I made
the change, not for the salary, but more for the opportunity it will

eventually offer, The job I am doing now is routine, but it requires

8 little more headwork and there is more variety to it. I don't like




-7,L

the mass production stuff in a book factory. I wouldn't have taken
my present jJob at the Erwin Wasey company but the vice-president
sald that he would give me training in advertising copy writing., I
am not getiing that training yet but I will pretiy soons There is a
guy there who is willing t; break me in, It is only a medium sized
advertising egency with » total of about 24 people in the staff, I
get along excellently with the office staff u«nd it is very info
during the office hours, I don't know for sure ii I heve made any
progress or not, but if I do get the sdvertlsing copy writing train-
ing there, I will have a good reierence and I hope to get into a
better Jjob in that line with some other company later on since the
company I work in is a little small and it does not offer too much
advancement,

"The first day I went to that job, I didn't know that the fellow
who held the job before me was a Chinese, The man who broke me into
the job as the oifice clerk thought I was & Chilnese alsc., Later I
told him I was of Japenese an@estry end it didn't matter &t all, I
have to @o on many errsnd arcund the loop and I am accepted like

anyone else,

' |

"My present ambition 1s to learn s.vertising ocopy writing as
as I can so I oan nmake a living ot it, DBut personelly, I bee
lieve that advertising is a parasite bucsin sgs, Iy literary and
Journalistic ambitions have been put to bed and I have no smbltions
for that any more, I feel that there 1ls less of o future for me in
Journalism than in advertising copy writing. I am not sctisfied
with my present status and I would not ¢are to go on as an office
clerk permanently, The job doeen't pay enough and I have to live
from pay day to pay day now, <hat is why I am not scving a cent.

I feel that I oould make more in a factory Jjob, but that would not
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as much a future as my present job, I nay change my ambition later
on because of preotiocal reasons, but I am not contemplating that
right now.

"I haven't the slightest idee of what I will do after the war,
I would like to have & jJob that I could come beok to in case I went
into the Army. I would like to be doing something where I can feel
Whatever telents I have are needed. T anm not seriously contemplaoe
ting volunteering into the Army right now as it is pretty vegu ,
I've been told unofficielly that ¢t e draft will de o certainty pretty
soon, I expeot it but my statuc 1s still 4<F, T A1dn't even cet
re~-g@dessified into 4-C when they evacueted us, I had high blood
pressure at the time I took my physieal examinetion before the war
but I think thet I am sound now, My night probably brought on the
high blood pressure durins thosc years I worked in the restaurant,
The draft doesn't worry me too much, 7T think that 1f I get ro-
exemined again, in the physieal, the Army will be less strinzent and
I will be taken, I will go if they want me i am going along now
in the exneotation that the draft will zet me eventueslly, That is

a

why I don't buy a lot of clothes enymore bdecause I will not have any
need for them if I am drafted, '

"I now feel that it is doubtful whether I will ro baok to Seattle
aréer the war, It will depend upon my chances of soing there to nake
& living and whether there will be any opportunitiesz for me, There
is no restaurant for me to g0 back to, but we amwe still making pay-
ments on our house yet, That is our only roots left in e ttle,

The house is deteriorating because the present tenants are ruining
1t, Howewer, we contimue to make payments on the house begause there

1s 8 possiblity that we may pgo buek, The fact 1s that thesze house

payments come out of the rent money end 1t is no burden on ue.
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"T don't rule out any part of the country for livins if there
is a chance for economic security there, I follow the economic se=
curity reasons more than the georraphical or sentimental choice of
places, In my line of work I hope to end up eventually in New York
City because the most chances for advertising work i1s there,

"At the present time I am not doing anything «bout resettling
my parents, My brother and sister are out here and we could do it
between us, But it will make big inromds into our income, I don't
feel that I am settled enough yet anyaays Another thing is that my
parents would be lonely out here and that is an important considera-
tion. My parents haven't expressed the desire that they want to come
out altho they do miss us, But they also realize that it would be
difficult to make a living. Most of the iseei in camp are reluct-
ant to come out, My younger broth r is a shipping clerk in a puble
ishing house here now., He lives down the block and I see him onee
or twice a week. He has his own group to go around with, My sister
is secoretary in another publishing house. <She lives two or three
blooks down with two other girls and I drop in to see her :bout once
a weeks, The three of us here have never pgotten together to talk
about family rosettlement and we @on't do it unless I take the

initiat¥te. I haven't done anything about it yet. I have been

thinking that we could pool our incomes and buy a house to bring the

family out to but I want to be more settled first before I take any
kind of a step like that, There 1is also the uncertainly of the
draft which may ocome any time, My hrother in New York suggests that
we bring our parents out here and he is willing to come to Chicago
and help out but it is all a vague plan yet,

"Since coming out here, I have revived some interest in finishe

ing my education but I doubt if I go thru with it, I can see the
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falue of a college degree and it does help in getting a good job, It
is always an advantage rnd it may mean even more after the war when
everybody is hunting for a job. But I have not picked out any school
as I am not in any position to do so. I should be looking for eco=
nomic security more anyway.,

f"I haven't tried to move from the Maple Manor hotel because I
/

| =

have run into a little discrimination in housing., 4sctually we have
never looked too hard for another place and if we do move, it will be
because the rent is cheaper and we will be closer to our job, There
are five of us living here in this apartment, %e have another bed-
room on the other side of the kitchen and bathroom wisk which se-
parates the living room from the back part of the apartment, The
place here is convenient for my work as it is only 10 minutes away by
street car, However, we do plan to move eventually to a place out

of the loop because the nighborhood is not so good. The elecotricity
is D.Cs current and it is very inconvenelent for my phonograph., The

rent we pay is too high for this place also, For the five of us, it

adds up to {90 a month. Ve get very spotty maid service because

mailds are pretty scarce these days, 4sbout the only other nisel we
drop in on in this hotel are fh@ two groups from Minidoka that we
knew before. The others that we knew have already moved out. The
rest of the 50 nisel living here are strangers from California, . They
are mostly single fellows, There are a few nisel girls in our builde

ing, but they don't stay long because the atmosphere is not very

goOd \
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[}The landlady has no objections to the nisel and she does not
care asbout the congregation because the nisel pay their rent properly
and they don't tear up the place., Some of the Caucasian roomers

here are of doubtful characters anyway. They don't object too much,
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There are seversl single Caucasien girls living here and a few

families, The young girl who is the night clerk here is a Howaiian

and she lives with her faemily in this bullding, Most of the ococupants
of the hotel are older people, The landlady lives in the building
also and she aots like a madam for a house. One of her daughters is
Just like a prostitutée and she hange out in the hotel around the
corner, t}

"Two of my room mates came to Chiecago with me, They are both
sounger than I am, I knew one of them at the University of Wacshinge
ton and the other worked on the newspaper with me at Minidoka so we
came out togother, There is a younger fellow here =beas$ 20 yvears
old and I have found out that he is mentally slow. I don't care
very much for me'him because he g-ts on my nerves., He works pretty
late a night so he doesn't bother me any more, He isn't very talk-
ative and he is usually the 'goat' for the rest of us. He doesn't
have much to say in a general conversation. Ve do not include him
in our recreational pursuits any more because he is such a sad case,
He misses his mother a great deal, He was the e®y only son and his
father 1s dead so he has been pretty close to his mother, Once he
told me thot he was a very moody person and he sure did tell the
truth, The first time he got a letter from his mfother he started to
bawl right at the table in front of us, He didn't even have the
sense to go into the buck room and bawl by himself. He is sure close
to his mother, Ve have given him some suggestions to develop his
personallity but it is no use because he 1s too slow mentally,

"My other room mate, Tanaka, works in a pastic factory and they
make Xmas decorations, He works nlghts now. My one objection to
him is that he is a very sloppy rcommate, It takes o great deal of

coaxing in order to get him to carry out hls apartment responsibility
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end he feels insulted if he 1s asked to do hls share of the work

around here, Tanaka quit Cunco's about the same time I did because

he thought he could get a higher wage elsevhere and he wasn't very
satisfied with his job, He is only 24 gnd he has been trying to get
a job as a draftsmen without having any success, It is the usual
story; he gets the run around, Tanaks looks upon his present jcb as
something temporary, He violently objects to factory work, much more
than I do.

"Yuji, 25, was out here first. Ne originally ceme from Portland
and I knew him very casually at Minidoka, He had a good Job and he
was getting very good wages but he quit because he had to commute 4
hours to and from the jobs He was idle for a while and then he got
a pastics job in the same place as Tanaka, He did not like that so
he quit, Then he loafed for two weeks, Now he 1is working in a
treiler compeny and he makes §$1.00 an hour, He is lonesome out here
and he wants to go back to camp, ‘I think he sceretly wants to go
back there to stay. We have tried to include him in our activities
but he stays home and writes letters every night. He is only 235
and there is really nothing wrongs with him exceept that he i1s restless
and he hasn't ad justed himself from being away from his family, He
wants to visit camp in December end I think that he is going to quit
at that time, He says that he ocan get a job any time so he isn't
worried., 4t one time Yujl was conside=erinc to wolunteer for the
Army Intelligence fchool at cCavage but he changed his mind at the
last minute,

"Tanabe is the last of my room mates and he 1s a sort of provi-
sional resident., He brought his cot out here with him so we let him
move in for the time being. He is 24 years old and I knew him a

little at the University of '‘‘ashin~ton, When he came out here he had




a jJob with a library association as a proof reader, He quit that
Job to go up to Mimneapolis to lock around for another job as he did
not like Chica; o, He killed aout two weeks up there and he did not
find a job, He had volunteered three or four ti es for Camp Savage
but he was always rejected because he was an alien, After he came
back to live with us, he worked for a short time at MeClurg's where
there are a lot of nisei working, but he quit for a better job at
the Glo-Light Company, He is the least politically minded of any of
us and he is very easy goings DBut he wants to get a uniform on very
badly as he thinks that this will make him more sophisticated. The

other day he got word from the Army that he had been finally accepted

for Camp Savage and he expects to be inducted in about three weeks,

I have the least run-ins with him because Tancbe has had expe-ience
in living with other fellows before at the University of Vashington
and he has lived away from home for cuite & while and he understands
the give and teke idca in cooperative living, I rather suspect that
he wants to get into the Army because then he'll get ceitizenship,

He came oyer as a young kid and he is- just as Americanized as any
nisei,

"I don't know why I am living with these fellows but I find it
enjoyable enough, A4ltho I am the oldest, we ar- always kidding each
other about., I have to act as sort of the boss around here because
the apartment would get too messy otherwise, Tanabe, Tanaka and I
do the most things together and we include Yuji if he wants to come,
We don't ask our dumb friend any more because he domsn't fit in at
all, The three.of us who went to the University of Tashington
usually do things together the most. Ve hage Yuji to come along but

he has to write too many letters and oce sionally he goes to see a
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friend on the southside. “unday

"cunday is about the only day we can get together now since
Tanabe and Tanaka work at night, Ve go% up to the hostel and try to
look up some girls we know. They have an address book up there and
you can find out where girls live, ‘e have also gone to all of the
YWCA events., Te went to a big YWC. party one Sunday afternoon ré-
cently and that wea quite a spectacle of starved nisel running around
and glad to see even cusual friends, It was quite a sad affair,
Then sometimes we go to visit girls in thelr apartment and oeca-

sionslly we are invited over for dinner. Many of the Cundays Jjust

end up by going to a show, Occasionally we get separéite dates and

go to the .ragon for dencing or else to a show, Once in & while we
don't have a thing to do on ‘updays and we think sbout joining the
YMC4 but it is no use because we don't have the 1ntere§t in it right
now

"The way things are now, the other evenings of the week I am
practically alone., By the time I get thru eating with the fellows,
it is usually 7:30 or 8 o'clock,s, I then go to see my sister or
brother or else some other friend., There isn't much time for any-
thing else., Once in a while I zo to a show by myself but what I
would like to do is to Bet a library ocard in the public library so
I would have more resson to stay home evenings. I have been foolish
enough to let that dumb room mate of mine to be such an obéeseion
that I have been staying out to avoid him, Now that he works late
in the evening I can go home and not be bothered.

"Lately I have been reading New Republic, Nation, Time and %he
usual picture magezines, I read the editorlial and feature peges of
the Chieazo Sun and I look at the classified Ads of the Chiocago

Tribune, The Chicago fun editorial take my greatest interest, I've




actually finished readdng one fiction book since coming out here,

I fought some books on advertising and copy writing but I haven't
looked into them seriously yet. The reason for thls was that my boss
told me that the unly uwnsuccessful sdvertising man wrote books on
advertising and I would be better off not reading them,

"Once in a while I write lotters to my parconts in camp, Hell,
that is an evening's Job in itself because Nihongo is so hard to
writes I don't write too many other letters, Before when we were
all working in the day time we used to have visitors coméng up every
night, When the influx to Chicago was great we had a lot of visi=-
tors and when the influx declined, our visitors also dropped off,
Nisel soldiers also dropped in now and they take up our time be-
cause we have to entertain them, 4ll of thep want us to fix up
dates for them but we have a hard time getting dates for ourselves,
I have about 20 casual nisei friends here within my eircle but I
know a lot more nisel acquaintances., I usually stay in my informal
group because I don't have the time to see the other people, Occa=-
sionally I meet a new nisei thru my friends and if we have any
common interest at all he 1s added to our circle, I usually spend
my time with a very set inner bunch, There are zbout six cirls in
our bunch right now,

"Occasionally the other fellows have an all night poker session
hore but I don't take part in it as I am not good at cards, 'ie are
never all together anymore so that we don't have these card sessions
too often, Besides, we never spend our days off in the apartment,
Once in a while we go bowling or we go down to shoot pool, that 1s
better than standing around on the street corners like so many of
the boys around here do, This was particularly true during the
surime r,
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"We usually eat at a Japanese restaurant across the street de-
cause it 1s close, A lot of nisel go to eat there. There is ano-
ther Japanese restaurant which is betting to be quite a hang-out for
the nisei. You know why all the zoot suiters hang around thet
Japenese restaurant down on Clark ©t,? It is because Pauline is
living upstairs and doing 'business', I don't know much about
Pauline but she was working at Cuneo's when I was there. <he used

to live at the "Y' but they kicked her out after they found out that

she was pros She moved into this building (Maple Manor) and I

used Lo see her in the lobby., <She is an atiractive girl, rather
tall and sophlisticated looking. <~he got hold of & nisel pimp., He
is a snaky looklng person, but he looks sharp and he goes out and
gete business for her, All the nisei fellows used to go up to her
room for a pieed, Then the pimp started to brimg imericans and
soldiers into the hotel, The landlady did not like this sc she
kicked the girl out, Now she is living above that Japanese restau=
rant down there and she doesn't werk any rmore at Cuneoc's as she
makes good business with all the nisei fcllows going up there.
There are some prostitutdéon houses eround here, but they are not

so goods 4 lot of the nisei go to Gary, Indiaena but that is far
away so they would rather go to see that nisel girl, There 1is no
Japenese community arcund here sc that these fellows are pretty
bolds They are young and this is the first time they have had a
chance to sow their wild oate. There are a lot of zoot suiters who
hang around. this area and some of them have hakujin girls that they
have picked ups I haven't heard of them hoving eny fights with
Filipinos over these girls dbut it is a possiblity,

"It seems to me that all of the nisel groups out here go around
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in their own little cliques. and they never all get together at one
time., Maybe thet is because they haven't a common place to meet
together, I wouldn't care to know a lot of nisel, especilally the
zoot suiter type, because their clothes and behavior lead me to
believe that we would not have any common interest,

30ne evening resceently before the cold spell set in, a friend of
mine and I left the hotel here sbout 10 o'clock at night to go to a
restaurant and there were 15 nisel sitting out in front: I just
couldn't approve thet in my mind because they had been advised not
to be seen in such large hunches, I thouzht it was ceracy anyhow,
They were doing the other nisel s herm becsuse they talked so loudly,.
There used to be many of thece small bunches who stood around on
Clark street waiting for nothing in particular, YThey had a sultry
look on thelir faces all the time, I felt that at least they could
go to a show or even to a ponl hall. %hen people see these long-
haired guys hanging around on the street corners, they naturally
conclude that the feldows are on the prbul, which is true enouch,
doesn't do them any good to stand in bunches in the street anyway

"I found quite a few niseil who think the way I do about this,
7e've been told not to go to taverns, It wasn't an order but we
were told that it would be for our best protection, However, one of
my friends 18 & butcher out on the westside and he gets meat very
cheaply and without points which he glves to the tavern boss, In
return the boss has become very tolerant about nisel going to his
tavern. The fellow started to bring his other nisei friends there,
The tavern boss kicks any Ceucesisn drunk out who wante to start a
fight with these nisei, I go there oceasionelly but we never go

there in droves.
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"This friend of mine makes very good money on his job and he
likes to spend it too., Lvery once in a while he rents a car and he
takes a little trip to "isconsin or some other place. For a while
he was teking thece trips almost every week but he doesn't go so
often now that winter 1s coming, He told me that he might as well
enjoy the money he mekes because he didn't know when he'll ever get
the use out of it if he saved. He figured it was casy money anyway.
His group plays poker quite a bit and sometimes they have pretty big
stakes. My kid brother belongs to this group. They all work pretty
steady tho, and they don't fool around too much like some of the
other nisei, My brother used to be very unsteady when he worked for
dad but he 1s much more reliable in his job now. That is because he
realizes that he has to meke his own living and he can't loaf on the
Jobs My brother still feels that he may eventually get called to
the Army so he wants to have a good time now,

I don't drink much more than I did before., Once in a while I
get to feel pretty good but it 1s too expencive for me to zo on big
drinking sprees, My room mates are not excessive drinkers so I may
even be drinking less than before., Maybe if I were living with a
drinking group, I would be drinking a lot more, Some times I go to
the cocktail lounges in the loop to listen to the colored musicians
and then I have a few drinks, I know that this is foolish on the

income I am getting but I enjoy it because I have interest in cer-

tain types of jazz nusic yet.

"A lot of the boys I know, and even I occasionally, are regu=
lar visitors to the houses of prostitution, I don't do that sort
of thing as much as before because I am older and it 1s not a no=-
velty anymore, The funny thing is that the fellows were all scared

to go tec the Houses for a long time because they thought they would




be diseriminated against. However, the prostitutes don't cgre be-
cause they think the fellows are Chinese anyway, The only ones they
don't take are negroes, One of the fellows I know gets a white gzirl
down to his room all the time. I bet he is paying her plenty for
this, The houses of prostitution are now very close around here,

As far as I know, there is no deolded prostitution districts in this
area, Most of the fellows go to Gary,.Indiana and a lot of them go
pretty oftens Around the corner from here there is a semi-pro hotel
and some of the nisel go there, This is the first time that many of

the nisei have ever done such a thing and there is nobody to put the

pressure on them not to go. They mostly go for the novelty of it.

I haven't been to the taxi dance halls around here, but some of the
niseli go. I don't go because most of the white girls there are much
taller than I am and besides the Filipinos don't like it if a lot of
nisel came around, The only dencing I do is when I take a nisei girl
to the Aragon once in a while,

"On the whole, the way most nisel are existing now, it 1s not
satisfactory to them, They are restless =nd they have no definite
place to go for resreational activities, I make the same complaints
myself. But all of the small nisel groups seem to have reason:bly
enough to do even if they don't get together with each other. The
nisel spend much more for recreation now than they ever did on the
coast. The only thing absent in their soclal life is a large or-
ganized group, and they seen to be getting along all right without
it. 4 part of the nisei tendency to be restless and to run around a
lot now is the sowing of wild oats of the young nisel who are looking
for a good time. A lot of my friends are content to spend their
pay checks on clothes and dancing at the Aregon, They don't save

anything and it doesn't even worry them, 7They don't think much of
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the pocst war period because they don't know what is going to happen.,
That*'s why they're more interested in getting darger pay checks and
spending it, They felt that they had been deprived of a lot of
things during the time they were in camp and this is a relief for
them, It loocks pretty good to many of the nisei to get a two hund=-
red dollar a month pay check because such things were undreamed of
before the war, Vhen I get in groups for bull sessions, all they
talk about is about having a social good time and about money they
can make, They don't care for many other things because they feel
that 1t is not related to them anyway., They feel that they have
already contributed to the war effort by the mere fact of being
eVaquated. Actually most of the nisel are making more money now
than they could have ever hoped to make on the coast.

"In spite of that, it is a rootless sort of existence for most
of the nisel as far as I am concerned., My only tie to Chicago is
my Jobe If I lost that, I could go anywhere and I would not miss
Chicago at all, That is true for most of the nisel and a part of
the reason for moving around, This is & good chance for them to see
the country, they think, They don't have any social Poots in Chi=-
cago and that is why they want to get together, But then, we have
only been resettled out here for 10 months at the most, so we can't

tell yet what will happen,

"The majority of the nisei out here are not doing & helluva lot

for the war effort, Only a few of them have joint tard clearances
to do defense work. The rest are in non-essential work. 4 lot of
the nisel are working in plents which do semi-defense work only
tey are connected with the non-essential part of it., Even Cuneo
Press 1s considered to be a semi-defense place, but the nisei there

don't do any of the essential war work, 4nother thing is that not




.88-

very many nisel buy war bonds or contribute to the war funds, ex-
cept if they have to do it at work. I gave one day's pay check from

my Jjob recently for the community war fund,

"I most emphatically do not want to see a Japanese colony

started here., That would ruin the whole resettlement program, I
don't know how this spreading out of the nisei will work out but I
hope that the nisei can do it individually and not organize into a
group even tho there are so many of them here, It looks like 1t is
leading right into segregation right now and there is nothing that
can prevent 1t, It 1s an extremely difficult problem for the young-
er nisel because they miss the soclal life, It may be that a good
ad jJustment will not come in their lifetime, but it is worth the try
and better than to fall back on the old vays,

"The VFA 1s not making it a path of roses for thenisei, but it
has announced its willingness to help in the dispersion program., Ve
would be aggravating a racial problem by returning to the Little
Tokyo set-up, However, the Army has a different policy and it se-
gregates the nisel into a separate combat unit, Nobody seems to
know what 1s the best way. That's why you can't expect the nisei to
know the answers when it bafiles even the experts,

"There are a lot of nisel out here who just can't get alodng
without other Japanese and they feel that they heve to do things to-
gether, They fe@l they'll never be accepted by hakujin anyway,.
Their past history does not make it easy for them to find adiustment
among the Caucasians, Then there are many cases where the nisel
can make the ad justments, but the hakujin won't give them social
acceptance all the way. The nisel are willing, but they don't like
to be patronized. I know, I resent theat myself,

"There is another side to the story because a big Japanese group
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does give you a sense of belonging to something, You don't have it
here and that is why the nisel are réstless. I think a nisei or-
ganization will steady a lot of the nisei and make them {eel more a
part of the community, but the danger of that is that it will lead
back to the old pattern, I don't know what could be done, The way
I see 1t, I think that i1t involves the indiwidual inltlative mostly.
You can't prevent segregation if the nisei want it, without kiowing
why. They have to have a good reason for the other program of dis-
persing out and the nisei have not thought of thece things too
deeplys. On top of that, we have a war time econdition here and that
adds to the problem of adjustments. The nisei find it difficult to

cultivate normal Caucasian relationship., In the 'Y's and the neigh=

borhood there are not many young Caucasian people around as they are

all in the Army, That pute the nisei in a spot.

"I don't know whether the Little Tokyo can be prevented. In
other cities there seems to be signs of Japanese cormunities de-
veloping, This is true in Spokane, Denver and ifalt lake, In “pokane
there are quite a few Japanese and they have a Japenese distriet just
like in feattle before, 4 lot of the northwest nisei have gone
there to resettile but they don't get good typcs of jobs, That is
why many méese+ Jupuonese have gone into business and cater only to
e Japanese cormunity., The Japanese pattern is starting here too,
For example, my uncle is trying to start an apartment house right
now and there are others like him,

"This trend 1s the line of least resistance and the evecuation
and camp experience have strenghtened the Little Tokyo idea more
than before because it made the nisei more conscious as a ETroup.

The lack of personal adjustment here may easily lead to the forma-

tion of a Japanese cormmunity here, especially if enterprising Japon-
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eée feel that money con be made among thelr group,

"In certain ways it is hard because the nisel like Japanese food
and some Japanese business man will think that he 1s doing the nisel
a big favor by putting Japanese food on the market and catering to

them, The integration progren will only have a chance if there 1is an

official action which does its up% dtmost to prevent the formation of

a Japanese community, but I don't think they will ever do this. May-
be the government will have to substitute something else which is not
quite a return to the past,

"Personally I can take or leave the big gatherings of nisei,
Bagk in feattle I have revulsions of going to large niseil gather ings
and I did not make it a point to gos I still feel the saﬁe way,
Yaybe this 1s a personal complex, IT there are no big nisei affairs
here, I won't have a longing for it., The happiest personal adjuste
ment will be marriege and children for me and I suppose this 1is true
for all of the nisei, I don't think that you have to have large
groupge in order to find a person to marry. If you have your own
eircle of nisel friends, that will be enough, The young nisei are
the ones who are clamoring most for big socials right now because
they are so used to having blg dunces in oasmp and they don't realize
that it is different out here,

"As far as marriage goes, I have no plans for it now but I
don't have anything against it as an institution, I think it makes
a person a better social being. On the other hand, I see the idcral=
ized marriage played up in the movies and I know that it doesn't end
up this way and it becomes a miserable trial for many couples, How=
ever, living alone was not made for most people, There are economic
problems in my way and that is the reason why I have not looked too

hard for a mate but eventucslly I hoped to be married but I don't have
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any particular girl picked out right now,

"I haven't got any intellectual activities here at all, My
brother met a fellow on the bus to Salt Lake City and this fellow
lived at the Black Hawk hotel here, My brother said to look him up
because he was a very liberal person but I have not followed it up.
For a while, I thought of going to the asbraham Lincoln school in the
evenings as it is supposed to be one of the progressive schools in
the country., I went down there once and it turned out to be a very
radical group and much more extreme than I am, There is too much of
the communistic influence there and I don't go quite that far, That
is why I have not followed this up.

"I don't have too much attitudes on the war now becguse I am so
disconnnected from it, When the Allies accepted King Victor EFmmanuel
of Italy, I realized that the allies were still cultivating the weak
sisters of Fascism and they were not supporting the real underground
movement of the people. That sort of takes the edge of my enthusiasm
for the war, Russia, on the whole, seems to be the only country
supporting the real underground movement, I suspect that Churehill
and Roosevelt will stick with the weak sisters of Fascists more and
that doesn't look so promising for the future,

"But I suppose the first thing that has to be done is to defeat
the Axis., I have had first hand experience in what a militaristiec
authoritarian government can be like, The evacuation showed that,
end I don't like it. Democracy as a way of life is the only way that
leaves the door open for future progress, It depends on whether the

democracies will live up to the things we are fighting for, The

subversive Fascist forceces in this country are stronger and richer

than ever before and their self interests hawe not been dull in the

least. I don't know how much longer we can c¢all the 1.5, & democreoy.
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It depends upon how it can dispose of the subversive Fasoist groups

within it, These are the groups which are race baiters und they are
against minority organized labor and other people's movements. They
seem to flourish on these rece and group hatreds which they fan for

all thelr worth,

"My American olitizenship is certainly something I do not wish
to lose, I want to retain it because the U,S. is one of the few
countries I could be happy in. I kiow I would be miserable in Japan
or any other Faceist country. The evacuation hus not affected my
ideals on citizenship in the least, Iven if I were against the eva=
cuation, I could pick out many other instances of grave injustices
against democracy imposed upon other groups in this country, The
ev cuation could be interpreted as a str ng pro-democratic move de-
pending on which side of the fence you are on, +‘hat's why I pride
my citizenship in spite of the faot that I recognize many flaws in
democracy.

"Even if the nisel do the most to rid themselves of the siigma
of segregation, the aAmericans will still think of them vus a segre-~
gated group, If there is a depr:-ssion after the war, we can expect
for the nisei for meny years a most difficult time, They will be the
pawns oif the economic ups and downs of this country, They will never
be completely up because discrimination will never be complete elli-
minated. Right now they are acceptd mostly for the unskilled jobs
because of the manpower shortage.

'But if thenisel can establish themselves and lose themselves,
they may be teken as individusals, In this case, they will be able
to find a pleace in the American socliety. If it comes to the point
where there is no concerted effort sgainst the nisel as & group,

then, you can expect the nisei to achieve the full use of theilr
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education. They do have talents and they are pluggers. I hope that
this ideal can be uchieved, but I am rather doubtful,

"In spite of the nisel desire, it will be up to the other szroups
in t“is'country in the end result which will determine in whioh di=
reotion the nisei will turn, I haven't any 1dea at all how it will
actually turn out., I haven't imagined this in my mind because I
don't want to, I have s tendency to look upon the future pessimlice
tically but I may be wrong about the nisel future. I hope I am,

But I am disecouraged because the nisei seem to be wholly dependent

upon one another of their group Just like my room mates, This may

pass in time, I hope, It doesn't look like it will turn out this

way and I suspcet that the nisei will get even more depressed.

"The nisei have Vngué feelings of wanting to spreasd out but
they can't do much about it., Instead they puss their time griping

bout their boredom. There is a feeling of great insccurity among

all the nisei ss they have alikays depended upon the Japsnese on the
coasts They don't depend upon each other economieslly now, but
gsogianlly they do end that 1s why they clamor so much for nisei
dances, The chances for complete integration scems to be very slim
in the light of this fact, I think that it will be the issei more
than the nisei who will cause the formation of & Japanese section,
If they ere suddenly rel ased on the ocamps they will naturally go
in droves to the large Japanese section., The nisei have family ties
and they can't very well avoid them, The issei will give the final
impetus toward segregation because they couldn't get along in a
hakujin sooclety, I'm afraid that this is the way it's going to be,

"I just wonder how much the combat unit cen do for the nisei
probtem, I don't think it will have too much effect in getting the

nisel more favorably received, It seems to me that a combat unit
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beats the nisei problem ‘nto the public mind instead of eliminating
it. However, there-is a need Tor more favorable publiecity for the
nisei at the present time, osHut what if the hekujJin who take us for
Chinese today find out we are Japanese? Then what will be the effect
if the time came that this was not true? ill their attitudes change
as more and more Japanese come into this eity? I think it will and
it may not be for the best,

'It is doubtful that all the Japanes: who leave the camp for the
duration, I don't know what will hapeen to thems I don't thi k the
government can wery well kick them out without providing some sort of
economic security. Dut if a conservative Republic administration
came into office and decided to. close the eamps, it is going to be

one helluwa time, The Japanese were fairly self-sufficient on the

coast and that is all gone now. I don't know whow they will be able

to make out.

"In view of thece things, I can't help but be a little pecsi=-
mistic, It looks like the alternative is going to be segregation,
altho dispersal is the ideal, It will be the economic forces that
will turn the tide in this direction., 41here are quite
ese now who are thl King of setting up
community. The more pecple who come out of camp with busines: ex=
perience, the mo®»® you are going to get this tendeney. I suspect
that in Chicago the economic basis for segregation, if 1t happens,
will be a Japanese community which will appeal to the marginal
business, It will start buclaesses aslong the slum rows such as on
Clark ©t. here, The Japanece will not self-sufficient as & community
at all, There is a possiblity that Jupanese truck fermers can come
in and make a go of it but I don't know if they will ever be allowed

to own the land. %The Civil ‘ervice is an outlet for only = few of




the nisei, It doesn't seem likely that nmost of the nisei will be
uble to hold their present jobs, I don't know what willhsppen then,
The "RA 1s failing in its responsibility because the resettement

program it is carrying on, is makechift. 7They are too concerned
& > > ]

about getting the people out of eamp and not concerned enoush abaut

working on a long term program. The whole problem 1s very confusing
and it mixes all of us nisei up, I suppose I am sensitive to it and
I worry somewhat about the future, It's hard to find = definite
answer to things, I have my ideal but I don't think that the prac=
tieal situation will <ver reach those aims, If I am that way, then
most of the nisei I would say are cven more confused and mixed up
because hey don't even attempt to think -houf ite That's why they
eek escape in their limited present esctivities., The war is not
going to solve the problem, I think the greatest niseil problem will
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ccme after the war, It doesn't looke like o very promising future

and the most we can do is to hope for the best,




