
E v ac uat i o n and Res et t l ement  St udy , 
J une 3, 1943. DST . 

SCHEDULE F( ËNDI VI DUAL RESETTL ERS 

Dat e of  i n t er v i ew No v . 3 , 1943 I n t e r v i ewer  Ch ar l es I Ci kuchi  

Y u k i  K i nu r a . 1. Name 
4 . P r es ent  addr es s 
5. L a t er  addr es s es 

3052 
2 . Sex , M © 3 . Mar r i ed s t a t . M ®D W 0 

Gr at t o n . Get . 5. 
Dat e 

ti  

6 . B i r t h p l a c e Sc o t t s ü l u r r , Neb . 7 . B i r t h da t e J une , 1"3C 
8 . A l i en or  c i t i z e n pi t  9 . N i s e i , K i b e i  or  I s s e i  
10 . Addr es s es bet ween De c . l , 1941 and ev ac uat i o n 

( a ) 
( b ) 
( c ) 
( d ) 
( e) 

Ber k e l ey . 3. . Hi ' 

11. As s embl y Cent er  

12 . Re l o c a t i o n Cent er  Topaz" 

Dat e 
SI  
If  
li  
it  

Dat e 
u 

Dat e h 

I CA 

1 Q4 

- ept . 12 

13. Addr es s es bet ween t i me of  l ea v i n g Re l o c a t i o n Cent er  and p r es ent  
¿ l̂ t  L ak e C i t v r  Ut ah . im/ r̂ i  t . h P ) Dat e :. -  , ... . 

( b ) C. j . . . :el den, Chi ca. o J une 28. 1C- 1L 
( c ) ~ "" ¡04 

'as a r aai d i n Ch es t e r ' R o we l l * s hoi  
i n Ber k e l ey , C a l i r . 

N. Sh e r i d a n , Ch i c ago 
14. P er s ons l i v i n g i n h o us eh o l d on De c . l  

( a ) 
( b ) 
( c ) 
( d ) 
( e ) 
( f ) 
( g ) 

( h ) 
( i ) 
(J ) 
( k ) 
(1) 
(m) 

QA? 
1941. R e l a t i o n s h i p t o Re-

s e t t l e r  

15 . Per s ons l i v i n g i n h o us eh o l d on ev ac . day 
( I f  same as 14, en t er  s y mb o l , e . g . 1 4 ( a ) . ) 

( a ) Yc 
( b ) 
( c ) 
( d ) 
( e ) 

( f ) 
( g ) 

( h ) 
( i ) 

( 3 ) 
( k ) 
( l ) 
(m) 

¿HQ�u. 

R e l a t i o n s h i p t o Re-
s e t t l e r  

f a t h er  

t HÊÊÎ Ê»i  

¿- �ao 

.. . -  s -  , 
Eazuo 

J &Ql Ï LJ L 

.y v.. 



Occupa-
t i on Dec 
1, 1941 

E d u c . i n 
J apan 

Gr ade compi  
Amer .s c ho o l  

! '{& TI  V G; T'  

E duc . Oc c upat i on 
i n J apan De c . 1 , 1941 

( f o r  d ec . l a s t  
o c c upat i o n) 

Gr ade compi  
Amer . s c ho o l  

17. What  member s of  ho us eho l d ¿nd i r mi edi at e f ami l y ev ac uat ed t o. 
get her  t o As s embl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (g i v e symbol s us ed 
i n 15 and 16 ) . � 
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15. c ont i nued 
R e l i g . 
A f f i l . 

�Tona. 
m 

Attiri  s t  

16. I F - i mmedi at e f a A i l y ( p ar en t s , s i b l i n g s , c h i l d r en or  s pous e 
wer e not  i nc l uded i n ho us eho l d gr o up m 15 bec aus e of  d i f f e r -
ent  r es i denc e or  bec aus e dec eas ed , gi ve d e t a i l s r egar d i ng t hem) 

Name 

( a) 
(b) 
( O 
(d) 
( e) 
( f ) 
16, 

Mar . 
S t a t . 

c o nt i nued -

B i r t h p l ac e 
R e l i g i o n 

18. Compos i t i on of  ho us eho l d i n Assembl y uent er  or  F r ee Zone (Gi v e 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16; i f  o t her s , g i v e s ex , age , r e l a t i o n s h i p ) 

Upon a r r i v a l : __ � � � 
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18. c o n t i nued -
J us t  be f o r e depar t u r e t o As s embl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone 

1 5 

19. Compos i t i on o f  ho us eho l d i n Re l o c a t i o n P r o j ec t  (Gi v e s y mbo l s ; 
i f  o t h e r s , g i v e s ex , age , r e l a t i o n s h i p ) . 
Upon a r r i v a l : 

J us t  b e f o r e l eav i n g P r o j e c t : 

20 . Compos i t i on o f  ho us eho l d i n Ch i c ago at  dat e of  i n t e r v i e w: 
(Gi v e s y mbo l s ; i f  o t h er s , g i v e d e t a i l s ) 

(a)" 

(b) ' 
(c )" 
(a) ' 
(e) ' 

( f ) ' 
20. 

Name 
R e l a t i o n s h i p 
t o r e s e t t l e r  

Res i denc e 
( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e " d e c . " 

Age 
( i f  d ec . 
age at  deat h Sex 

Mar . 
S t a t . 

"en t nn Hnnsf i  =>tt.1 Pffl cnt  - Tm] 
15 peo p l e - 5 n i s e i  
She v/or  les )r  r o o n .n bn 

(a)" 
(b)" 
( c ) ' 
(à)" 
( e) ' 
( f ) ' 

21. 

Oc c upat i o n 
Dec . 1, 1941 

B i r t h p l ac e 
Gr ade c ompl et ed 
Amer i c an s c ho o l  

E d u c . 
i n J apan 

( f o r  d e c . l a s t  
o c c up at i o n ) R e l i g i o n 

by symbol  and d a t es . Gi v e d e t a i l s f o r  new ho us eho l ds or  en t r i es 
Re l a t i o n -  Res i denc e Age 

Dat e Name 
s h i p t o 
r e s e t t l e r  

( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e " d e c . " 

( i f  d e c . 
age at  deat h ) Sex 

Mar . 
S t a t . 

( a j  
(b) ' 
(c )" 
(d)" 
(e)" 
( f ) " 
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21. c o n t i nued 
Res i denc e 

( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e " d e c . " 

Re l a t i o n -
s h i p t o 
r e s e t t l e r  Name 

Oc c upat i o n 
De c . 1 , 1941 

E d u c . ¡ ( f o r  d e c . l a s t  
i n J apan o c c u p at i o n ) 

21 . c o nt i nued 

I  Gr ade compi  
B i r t h p l ac e | Amer .s c ho o l  

22 . E du c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y o f  r e s e t t l e r  
E l ement ar y s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Gr ade c o mpl et ed 

L i n c o l n 
L i n c o n n 

Gr ammar  s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Gr ade c o mpl et ed Dat e 

e r o g e n o 
L i n c o l n , Sac r ament o 

Hi f l h s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) Gr ade c o mpl et ed Dat es 

l i e g e s , u n i v e r s i t i e s and v o c a t i o n a l  
s c ho o l s (name and l o c a t i o n ) 

Gr ade 
c ompl et ed Degr ee 

At t endanc e at  J apanes e l anguage 
s c h o o l , l o c a t i o n Dat es 
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22 . Oc c up at i o na l  h i s t o r y ( beg i n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . No t e p er i o ds o f  
unempl oyment  by en t er i ng dat es c o n t i nuo us l y and wr i t i n g 
"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o c over  s uc h p e r i o d s . I nc l ude empl oy-
ment  i n As s embl y Cent er  and Re l o c a t i o n P r o j ec t  and c o nt i nue 
wi t h empl oyment  s i nc e r e s e t t l i n g . 

Reas on 
Dat  

F r om 
es 

To Nat ur e o f  j ob Type o f  i ndus t r y L o c at i o n 
A v . mo 
wages 

. f o r  t er -
mi nat i o n 

1 9 c 5 P a c k i n Sned L o î  si i hn 1 
s c ho o l  � i v i  ( n T '; n » 7 - 1 5 

1 / 4 1 - 5/ 41 2 d ... ic i h 5- . - ' 5 0 

7 4 1 - 1/ 42 mai d dc . o t i c OV; , m i  - a t. i  
¿/ 42 wa i t r es s 
� / c l e r k �' V 

rt  
�r  1 2 

� /  -  --  ~ 10/ 42 cl er i c V.4- * c ent ar  r 1 ' 
- 1/ 45 s e or e t ar . ; c ... nt  c. i   ̂ - �- n t t l o 

1 j . / �  ̂ - . 3 5 0 : . . � n f - f i  nf t  w 

4/ 45 b u s i n es s s c l i o c 1 t c - r ush, u . 
, / 4L s ec r et ar y rt  «¿ I C Q. 5 ' e � 

6/ 45- ...nn: :!1 ove,.. 
7 / 45 - 3 / 4 5 s ec ê t a r v l o r  l awy er  J  i o . o - rl-  c t -

went  t o T o n i l i  � no 'i oo l  nf  ^t s 
1 0 / 4 5 do;aest  i c it 

v 4 5 v .nn hft - mi  

1 0 / 5 t v o i s t - s e c ' v B e n t o n Tt Rm & ?. 1-

(5 ar s. MP 9 ? u f T h . F T- , n i  - h h.q} 
S045 t VDi s t  .. ) tf  15 wk 

:or k 

23. R e l i g i o u s c o nnec t i o ns ( beg i n wi t h f i r s t , i n c l ude as s embl y 

Dat es At t ended what  c hur c h Wher e a t t ended What  Sunday s c h . 

-

� 

24. P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s 
Dat es Vo t ed i n what  e l ec t i o n s F o r  what  par t y 



» 

CH 20. _ Y u k i k o K i mur a WRA F or m 26 603 , 923 

2 . Cen t r a l  U t a h , 9 / 1 1 / 4 2 
3 . T a n f o r a n , 4 / 2 8 / 4 2 
4 . 2035 Has t e S t r e e t , B e r k e l e y , C a l i f . 
5 . K i mur a , Y o s h i n o bu J apan 

I t o , Sao J apan 
5 a . U . S . Se c r e t a r y , J apanes e A s s o c . 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Was h i n g t o n , Y o l o , C a l i f . 8 / 26 t o 6 / 33 

J u n i o r  h i g h , L i n c o l n , Sac r ament o , 8 / 33 t o 6 / 34 
Hi gh s c h o o l , L o d i  Un i o n , L o d i , 8 / 34 t o 12 / 38 
Bu s i n es s s c h o o l , Me r r i t t , Oak l an d , 2 / 3 9 t o 6 / 3 9 
C o l l e g e , Sac r ament o , Sac r ament o 8 / 39 t o 6 / 4 0 
F ut aba Gak uen , Oak l an d , C a l i f . 8 y ear s 

7a . Ma j o r - - E n g l i s h , Sh o r t h an d , T y p i ng 
Gener a l  o f f i c e 

8. 
12. 58 97 l b s .  ̂ � , 
13. No ma j o r  d e f e c t s ; n ea r - s i gh t ed , c o r r ec t ed by g l a s s e s 
18. S i n g l e 
19. Daught er  
20. 6/12/20 
23. No 
24 . Co l l ege- 1 
25 . Speak s J ap anes e 
27 . Ma i d , g e n . 
27a . St eno gr ap h er  , 
28 . 6 / 42 t o 9/42 T a n f o r a n , San Br uno Mas t er  * i l e |>12 mo . 

6 / 4 1 t o 4 / 4 2 Mr s . Ch es t er  R o we l l , B e r k e l e y , Hous e c l e a n i n g and 
c o o k i ng ( p r i v a t e home) | 50 mo . 

1 / 41 t o 5 / 4 1 Mr s . Do dge , San F r a n c i s c o d o . | 50 mo. 

9 / 4 0 t o 1 / 4 1 Mr s . Wa l t e r  R e u b o l d , S . F . d o . � 
7 / 3 8 t o 8 / 38 L o d i  ( P ac k i ng Shed) P ac k i ng f r u i t s , a l l  k i n ds $100 mo . 

29 . Ho bby : L o d i , C a l i f . 
Read i n g a l l  mat t er s i n E n g l i s h 
O. P . S t e n o . ( o f f i c e wo r k ) ; Sewi n g , hand and mac hi ne 

30 . Ch r i s t i a n 

Y u k i k o ' s f a t h e r , Y o s h i n o bu K i mur a 

2 . Same 9 / 1 7 / 4 2 
3 . T an f o r an 4 / 3 0 / 4 2 
4 . Same 
5 . K i mur a , Madok a J apan 

Ot omo, Sumi  J apan 
5a . Ab r o ad , Sc ho o l  t eac her  wn o o * 4-  WI QQI  
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , T ak ag i  and K a s u g a , J apan 4/1883 t o 4 / 1891 

Hi g h s c h o o l , Ho k u r i k u Y e i wa , J apan 4 / 1891 t o 4 / 1895 
C o l l e g e , Me i  j  i . T o k y o , J apan 4 / 1895 t o 4 / 1 8 9 9 

7a . Ma j o r - Mi s s i o n a r y wo r k 

8 . J apan 5 / 1877 t o 8 / 0 7 ; 5 / 40 t o 9 / 4 0 ; 12 / 40 t o 6 / 41 
12 . 64 130 l b s . 
13. No maj o r  d e f e c t s . Wear s g l a s s es 
18 . Mar r i ed 
19. Head 
20 . 5 / 1 6 / 1 8 7 7 
23 . No 
24 . J apan- Co l l ege 4 



Y uk i k o 's f at her , Yoshi nobu Ki mur a , 

25 . No E n g l i s h 
27. Sec r et ar y ( J apanes e A s s o c i a t i o n ) 
27a . Ga r d en er  
29 . 2 / 36 t o 3 / 39 J apanes e As s o c . o f  L o d i , C a l i f . Se c y , and s c ho o l  

t eac her  $100 mo, 

8 / 33 t o 1 / 36 J apanes e A s s o c . Newc as t l e , d o , $100 mo . 
4 / 30 t o 8 / 32 Y o r o Gak uy en, B r o d er i c k J apanes e s c ho o l  t eac h er  l̂ OOmo 
2 / 28 t o 3 / 3 0 C a l i f . Wes t er n St at e I ns ur anc e Co . I n s . br o k er  $150 mo . 
4 / 26 t o 1 / 28 N i c h i b e i  Sh i b u n , S . F . Repo r t er - J apanes e News paper  $70 mo 
3922 t o 3 / 26 J ap anes e A s s o c . , Oak l and , Sec r e t a r y $150 mo . 
1910 t o 1919 J apanes e A s s o c . Sc o t c h B l u f f , Nebr as k a , Se c y . $80 mo . 

Sugar  and Beet  F ar mer  at  same 
t i me , Sc o t c h B l u f f , Neb . Owner  and o p er at o r , $3000 

y r . 

29 . T ak i ng c ar e o f  p l an t s and f l o wer s 
30. Ch r i s t i a n 

Y u k i k o ' s mo t her j  Sao K i mur a 

2 . Same 9 / 1 7 / 4 2 
3 . Same 4 / 3 0 / 4 2 
4 . Same 
5 . I t o , T at s uhe J apan 

I t o , Mi no J apan 
5 a # 

7. *Gr ammar  s c h o o l , So Mi  N i i g a t a , J apan 4 / 1890 t o 4 / 1898 
Hi gh s c h o o l , Ni i g a t a K o g e i , J apan 4 / 07 t o 4 / 0 9 
Co l l e g e , J i t s u s e n , T o k y o , J apan 4 / 09 t o 4 / 12 

<7 a 

8 . ' J a p a n 9 / 1883 t o 10/ 19 
12. 56 85 l b s . 
13 . No maj o r  d e f ec t s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Wi f e 
20 . 9 / 1 7 / 1 8 8 3 
23 . No 
24. Co l l ege- 3 J apan 
25 . No E n g l i s h 
2 7 . T eac her  ( J ap an es e) 
27a . Seams t r es s , 
28 . 2 / 36 t o 3 / 39 L o d i  Gak uy en, J apanes e s c ho o l  t eac h er  f 5b mo . 

8 / 33 t o l / 3 9 New Cas t l e Gak uy en , New Cas t l e , d o . | 50. mo . 
4 / 30 t o 8 / 32 Y o r o Gak uy en, B r o d e r i c k , C a l i f . d o . 5̂0 mo . 

29 . Sewi ng , hand and mac h i ne ; f l o wer  ar r angement  and t ea c er emony 
3 0 . Ch r i s t i a n 
31 . 



-  3 -

Y u k i k o ' s b r o t h e r , Roc k y Hi r o s h i  K i mur a 

2 . Same 
3 . Same 4 / 2 8 / 4 2 
4 . Same 
5 . K i mur a , Y o s h i n o bu , J apan 

I t o , Sao J apan 
5a . U . S . Sec r e t a r y 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , L i n c o l n , Oak l an d , C a l i f . 8 / 27 t o 1930 

Hi gh s c h o o l , P l ac er  Un i o n , Aubur n . C a l i f . 2 / 35 t o 1937 
,f  L o d i  Un i o n , L o d i , C a l i f . 2 / 37 t o 6 / 39 

7a . Maj o r - - c o l l ege p r ep ar at o r y 
8 . - - -
12. 64 120 l b s . 
13. No maj o r  d e f e c t s . Gl as s es 
18. S i n g l e 
19. Son 
20. 2/16/22 
23 . No 
24. Hi gh 4 
25 . Speak s J apanes e 
27. Mar k er - l aundr y wo r k er  
27a.- - -
28 . 5 / 4 2 t o 9 / 4 2 WCCA, T a n f o r a n , Mai n t enanc e $8 mo . 

5 / 40 t o 5 / 42 As hby L aundr y , Mar k i ng and d r i v i n g t r u c k $50 mo . 
29 . Hobby : None 

O. P . Mec han i c a l  en g i n eer  
30. P r o t es t an t  
31 . #7 Gr ammar  1930- 1931 L i n c o l n , Be r k e l ey , C a l i f . 

1931- 1933 Was h i ng t o n , B r o d e r i c k , C a l i f o r n i a 
1933- 1934 L i n c o l n , Sac r ament o , C a l i f o r n i a 
1934- 1935 Was h i ngt o n , Newc a s t l e , C a l i f o r n i a 

7- 8 y ear s at  Newc as t l e Gak uy en , Newc as t l e , C a l i f o r n i a 

Y u k i k o ' s b r o t h e r , Kazuo K i mur a 

2 . Same 

3 . Same 4 / 2 8 / 4 2 
4 . Same 
5 . Same 
5a . Same 
7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Was h i ng t o n , Newc as t l e 6 / 34 t o 2 / 4 0 

M " Was h i ng t o n , Be r k e l ey 3 / 4 0 t o 6 / 41 
J r . Hi gh , Wi l l a r d , B e r k e l ey , C a l i f . 9 / 4 1 t o 4 / 4 2 

8 . 
12. 63 110 l b s . 
13 . No maj o r  d e f ec t s 
18 . S i n g l e 
19. Son 
20. 8/16/28 
23. Y es 
24. 7 
25. Speak s J apanes e 
27 . 27a . 
28 . 
29. Model  a i r p l an e b u i l d i n g 

O. P . A i r p l an e Mec han i c 
30. P r o t es t ant  
31 . 3 y ear s at  Newc as t l e Gak uen , Newc as t l e , C a l i f . 



Char l es Ki kuchi  CJ I - 20 
: v a o u a t i o n & Res t t l ement  ¿¿t udy Y u r i  Kos amot o ( p s ued . 
U n i v e r s i t y o f  C a l i f o r n i a 
(Ohi o-  go ) 
No v . 1 2 , 1943 

Y u r i  Ko s amo t o , 23 , i s a s i n g l e 
n i s e i  g i r l  who vas empl oyed as a  ̂
do mes t i c wo r k er  p r i o r  t  t he war . 
Her  g r ea t es t  p r o b l ems now a r e due t o 
ho � emo t i o na l  mi x- ups and a r r e t  
l a c k o f  s el f - c o i f i do nc e . T her e i s a 
d e f i n i t e f e e l i n g o f  i n s e c u r i t y i n 
Y u r i ' s p e r s o n a l i t y make- up, whi c h had 
boen dev e l o p i n g ove a p r i o d o f  y ea r s 
i n her  gen er a l  bac k gr o und. 

The c as e doc u ;ent  was r ec o r ded 
f r om t he i n t e r v i ews c ar r i ed on ov er  a 
p e r i o d o f  t wo wee cs. Th< wr i t e r  knew 
Y u r i  s l i  h t l y be o r e t he ev a c u a t i o n . 
One o f  t he i n t e r e s t i n g t h i nc s about  
t h i s doc ument  was t hat  Y u r i  f e l t  t hat  
t he wr i t e r  c o u l d s o l v e * h er  pr obl ems 
Tor  h er  bec aus e he has h> d s o r e 
t r a i n i n i n s o c i  1 wo r k . he w? s most  
c o o p er at i v e and f r an k d u r i n t ' ê i n-
t er v i ew a l t h o t her e undou t e l y ar e 
some as p ec t s o f  her  l i f e wh i c h .she 
has c o v er ed u p . 

y 



CI i - 20 

Y u r i  Kos amot o was bo r n on J une m 12 , 1920 i n Sc o t t s B l u f f , Neb . 

but  she ha8 s pent  t he maj o r  p ar t  o f  her  l i f e i n C a l i f o r n i a . Y u r i  i s 

at  p r es en t  wo r k i ng at  t wo par t - t i me j o b s . I n t he mor ni ng s he wo r k s as 

a t y p i s t , wh i l e f r om 7 t o 10 i n t he ev en i ngs she wo r k s i n t he Dent on 

So c i a l  Ge t t l  mont  Ho us e at  3052 S . Gc at t o n i t . on t h wes t  s i d e . Y u r i  

r ec e i v es h er  r oom and bo ar d i n r e t u r n f o r  t h i s wo r k at  t he s et t l ement  

ho us e. The has been t  l er e s i n c e Oc t . 5 , 1943. Y u r i  was a t t en d i n g t he 

Vor cue Ar t  and Des i g n i n g ¡School  i n t h i s c i t y s i n c e i *u£ust  1 but  she has 

dr opped h e r  s c ho o l i ng t emp o r ar i l y due t o h e r  f i n a n c i a l  o o nd i t i o n and 

A l s o her  c o mp l i c at ed ma l ad j us t men t . She was u n ab l e t o c ar r y her  wo r k 

and s c ho o l i ng on at  t h e same t i me. 

Y u r i  ev ac uat ed f r om B e r k e l ey , C a l i f , t o t he T an f o r an As s embl y 

Cen t er  o n A p r i l  30 , 1942. She went  wi t h an adv anc e c r o up t o t he T o p az 

VJ RA c en t e r  on Se p t . 9 , 1942. Y u r i  r e s e t t l e d t o Sa l t  L ak e Ci t y on 

J an . 2 5 , 1045 and due t o he'r  l a c k o f  ad j us t ment s , s he moved ar o und t wo 

o r  t hr ee t i  i cs i n bo t h her  J o bs and r es i den c e wh i l e t h r e . On J une 

20, Y u r i  a r r i v ed a t  t he F r i ends » h o s t e l  l o c a t ed at  350 17. Bel  den A v e . 

She wo r k ed as a t empo r ar y s ec r e t a r y f o r  a per i o d o f  t wo week s be f o r e 

g o i n  ̂ t o a do mes t i c p o s i t i o n on t he no r t h s i d e . Her  empl oyment  

h i s t o r y i s r a t h e r  c o mpl i c at ed due t o hei  h az y r emembr ance o f  d e t a i l s 

at  t i mes . F o l l o wi n g i s h e r  f u l l  empl oyment  h i s t o r y and t he d e t a i l s o f  

t h i s J ob d e s c r i p t i o n wi l l  f o l l o w l a t e r  i n her  own s t o r y ; 

Du r i n g t he summer s f r om 1935 t o 1938, Y u r i  wor k ed i n a p ac k i n g 

s hed i n L o d i , C a l i f , f o r  wh i c h she r ec e i v ed an\  av er age wage o f  v 3 0 

a mo nt h . F r om 19. r Q t o 1940 Y u r i  wor k ed i n a par t - t i me do mes t i c J ob i n 

? ac r ament o f o r  wh i c h she r ec ei v ed" ¿ 15 a mo nt h. She was a t t en d i n g 

so - oo l  at  t he same t i me. F r om J a n . , 1941 t o May , 1941, Y u r i  he l d t wo 

do mes t i c J obs i n San F r a n c i s c o at  $50 a mo nt h. F r om May , 1941 t o 



(2), 

A p r i l , 1942 Y u r i  h e l d a do mes t i c J ob i n Ches t er  Ho we l l ' s homo i n 

Ber k e l ey at  V 5Q a mo nt h . A f t e r  a r r i v i n g i n T a n f o r a n , s he wo r k ed f o r  

a mont h as a wa i t r e s s i n t he mai n f h a l l  at  $8 a mo nt h . Z he t hen 

wo r k ed u n t i l  S e p t . , 1942 as a c l e r k i n t he mas t er  f i l e s depar t ment  at  

T a n f o r a n . Dur i ng t he mont h o f  Sep t ember , 1942, Y u r i  was a c l e r k i n 

t he o f f i c e c r ew at  T o p a z . % t hen go t  a J ob as a s ec r e t a r y f o r  t he 

I n t e r n a l  Sec u r i t y depar t ment  o f  t hat  c en t e r  and s he d i d t h i s u n t i l  

h e r  r es et t l ement  l a t e i n J a n . , 1 9 4 : . F o r  t h i s l as t  J ob Y u r i  r ec e i v ed 

19 a mont h, f  

F r om J a n . , 194: t o A p r i l , 1945, Y u r i  wor k ed as a di amest i c i n Sa l t  

L ak e C i t y and she r ec e i v ed ( 7 5 a mo nt h . She qu i t  t h i s J o b t o o b t a i n 

o f f i c e wor k and f o r  a p e r i o d o f  t wo week s i n A p r i l , 1943 , she was un-

empl o y ed. Du r i n g t h i s t i me s he went  t o b u s i n es s s c ho o l  t o br us h up a 

l i t t l e on her  t y p i ng and s h o r t h a n . F o r  one mont h s he wor ked as a 

s ec r e t a r y f o r  t he Am-  r i c a n T ungs t en Company i n Sa l t  L ak e Ci t y and she 

r ec e i v ed £ 100. 

Y u r i  t hen dec i ded t o come t o Ch i c ago s udden l y i n o r der  t o f u r t h e r  

her  c o l l ege amb i t i o n . She wor k ed as a s ec r e t a r y t empo r ar i l y du r i ng 

t h e l a t t e r  par t  o f  J u l y a f t e r  a p er i o d o f  t wo week s unempl oyment  i n 

t h i s c i t y . She t hen en r o l l ed i n t he o gu i  Sc h o o l  o f  Ar t  on a p ar t  

t i me b a s i s . At  t he same t i me s he had a do mes t i c J ob on t he no r t h s i de 

at  C- 40 a mo nt h . T h i s wo r k was t oo har d so t hat  o n Oc t . h , she o b t a i n ed 

a par t - t i me J ob as a t y p i s t  and r ec ep t i o n i s t  at  t he Den t a l  So c i a l  

Set t l ement  Hous e i n r et u r n f o r  h er  r oom and bo ar d . At  t he s an e t i me 

ci he vas do i ng t he do mes t i c wo r k , Y u r i  wo r k ed par t  t i me f r om Augus t  15 

as a t y p i s t  f o r  t he P age and Di x o n Dr ug Co . at  $15 a week . She i s 

s t i l l  h o l d i n g t h i s J ob a l o ng wi t h h e r  J ob at-  t he Bent o n i o o i a l  Se t t l e -

ment  Ho us e. 

Y u r i 1 s f ami l y c o n s i s t s o f  t ho f o l l o wi n g member s : 



Y o s h i no bu Ko s amo t o , f a t h e r  
Sao Ko s amo t o , mot her  
Y u r i  ( i n t e r v i ewee ) 
Ro c k y , b r o t h er  
K az u o , b r o t h er  

Y u r i ' s f a t h e r  i s G5 y ea r s o l d and he r ec e i v ed a h i g h s c ho o l  edu  ̂

c a t i o n i n J ap an . He has b een empl oy ed as a s ec r e t a r y o f  v a r i o u s 

J ape.nese c ommuni t i es i n C a l i f o r n i a and o t h er  s t a t e s . He has no r e l i -

g i o us o f f i l i g a t i o n , Y u r i f s mot her  i s 60 y ear s o l d and she r ec e v ed 

t wo y ear s o f  s ec o ndar y s c ho o l  edu c a t i o n i n J apan and she i s o f  t he 

Buddh i s t  f a i t h . Ro c k y , 21 , was bo r n i n Denv er  and t h er e f o r e named 

a f t e r  t h e mo unt a i n t h e r e . He i s a h i gh s c ho o l  g r a d u a t e . P r i o r  t o t he 

war  he was wo r k i n � as a l aundr y t r u c k d r i v e r  f o r  a J ap anes e company i n 

B e r k e l ey . At  t l i e p r es ent  t i me Rooky i s a t t en d i n g so Tie s o r t  o f  t ech-

n i c a l  s c ho o l  i n I o wa . K az u o , 15 , i s t  i e y o unges t  c h i l d and he i s now 

a t t en d i n g t he t h i r d y ear  o f  h i g h s c ho o l  at  T o p az . 

Ap p ar en t l y t h r e i s some a mb i i i l o u s o f  f e e l i n g on Y a r i ' s pi .r t  

t owar d h e r  f a mi l y . On t he one hand , s he at t empt s t o r e j ec t  t hem com-

p l e t e l y bec aus e o f  t he f o r mer  l a c k o f  a s t r o n g f ami l y s o l i d a r i t y , wh i l e 

on t he o t her  hand , s he s t i l l  c l i n g s t o t hem i n a v ague way bec aus e o f  

h e r  p r e; ent  f e e l i n g o f  i n s e c u r i t y and o f  h er  v ague o mbi t i o ns t o go t o 

s c h o o l . Y u r i  i s a s mal l  g i r l , abo ut  4 f t . 10 i n . i n h e i g h t , t h e 

wear s h i g h h ee l s i n o r der  t o i n t e n s i f y h er  h e i gh t  a l i t t l e mor e. She 

i s r a t h e r  s hy i n p e r s o n a l i t y but  sh was v er y c o o p er at i v e t h r o ugho ut  

t h e i n t e r v i ews s i n c e t he wr i t e r  had had c as u a l  ac q ua i n t a c o l h i p wi t h 

h e r  p r i o r  t o t h e war . s he appear s t o be a v er y l o n e l y g i r l  a l t h o s he 

c o n s t an t l y emphas i zes t hat  s he wns compl  t e l y s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  f i nd t hat  

s he h r d no maj o r  p r o b l  m. Her  s t o r y a l o n e wo ul d i n d i o a t e o t her wi s e 

a i d i t  was v er y r e v e a l i n g as t o h er  p e r s o n a l i t y nak e- up. 

P r o babl y some o f  th-  c aus e f o r  h er  f e e l i n g o f  l o n e l i n e s s has been 

t he r e s u l t  o f  h e r  bac k gr o und. Y u r i  has n ev er  s t ay ed i n any l o c a l i t y 



f o r  o v er  t hr ee y ear s due t o h er  f a t i e r ' s wor k« T h i s i s one o f  t he 

r eas o ns why she has p r i de i n h e r  f ami l y and b e l i e v es t hat  t hey ar e 

d i f f e r e n t  i n s o c i a l  s t a t u s f r  TTI  t he o t  her  J ap nes e . I t  i s appar ent  

t hat  h e r  f a t h e r  had many p e r s o n a l i t y d i f f i c u l t i e s and he c o ns t an t l y 

s t r es s ed upo n t he c h i l d r e n t hat  he was a "wh i l e c o l l a r " wo r k er  and a 

l i t t l e abov e t he s o c i a l  s t a t u s o f  t he f ar mer s among whom he wo r k d . 

I t  i s a l s o appar ent  t hat  Y u r i ' s f a t h er  s u f f e r e d a g r eat  dea l  o f  er -

s o nal  f r u s t r a t i o n and d i s appo i n t ment s t hr o ugho ut  h i s s t ay i n t h i s 

c o un t r y . Y u r i  b e l i e v e s t hat  h e r  bac k r o und i s v er y dr af t  and un i n -

t e r e s t i n g and t her e i s no v i v i d ex p er i en c es wh i c h she c an r e a d i l y 

r e c a l l . T h i s was due mor e t o her  p e r s o n a l i t y t han t o a l ac k o f  r ap-

po r t  s i n c e Y u r i  was qu i t e wi l l i n g t o t e l l  o f  h er  p er s o n a l  p r o bl ems 

i f  gu i ded a l i t t l e by t he i n t e r v i e we r . I t  i s undo ubt ed l y t r ue t hat  

a g r eat  r appo r t  was e s t a b l i s h ed due t o t he f ac t  t hat  Y u r i  i s v er y 

l o ne l y i n h er  s o c i a l  l i f e , and s he s e i z ed upo n t hes e i n t e r v i ews as an 

o p p o r t un i t y t o o b t a i n l e a d s on f u r t h er  s o c i a l  c o n t ac t s . 

Y u r i  ap p a r en t l y has n ev er  had a gr eat  c i r c l e o f  f r i e n d s bec aus e 

o f  t he f ac t  t hat  her  s c ho o l  l i f e has been so u n s e t t l e d . She has 

at t ended o v er  10 s c ho o l s i n h e r  l i f e . I n 1920 s he went  t o t he L i n c o l n 

s c ho o l  i n Oak l and and she was t her e f o r  f o u r  y e a r s . Then s he a t t en ded 

L i n c o l n s c ho o l  i n Be r k e l ey d u r l n r  1951. Her  f ami l y movedt o B r o d e r i c k , 

C a l i f . l $t e t hat  same y o ar  and Y u r i  a t t ended Was h i ngt o n s c ho o l  i n t hat  

l o c a l i t y u n t i l  1933. The t hen went  t o L i n c o l n s c ho o l  i n ¿ ac r ament o 

wher e s he f i n i s h e d t he e i g h t h gr ade i n 1034. Y u r i  t hen a t t en ded t he 

P l ac e r  Un i o n h i g h s c ho o l  i n j i ubur n, G; l i f . . r om 1934 t o 1936, a f t e r  

wh i c h she t r an s f e r r ed t o t he L o d i  Un i o n h i g h s c ho o l  wher e she gr adu-

at ed i n 1936. i :ho t hen a t t ended t he Mer r i t t  Bu s i n es s Sc h o o l  i n 

Oak l and du r i ng t he t er m o f  1939- 40, a f t e r  wh i c h s he went  t o Sac r a -

ment o J u n i o r  o l l eg e f r om 1940 t o 1941. ¿- »inee t hen she has a l s o 



moved a number  o f  t i mes bec aus e o f  h er  empl oyment  s t a &u s . t @r  her  

r es et t l ement  p e r i o d , Y u r i  has made many l o v e s , wi t h i n and be-

t ween c i t i e s . She i s not  s e t t l ed y et  and s he f e e l s t hat  one o f  t hes e 

day s she may s udden l y go t o New Y o r k . Muc h o f  t h i s u n s e t t l ed f e e l i n g 

on Y u r i ' s par t  i s duo t o h e r  l a c k o f  s ec u r i t y and her  p e r s o n a l  d i s o r -

g a n i z a t i o n . She do es not  know d e f i n i t e l y what  she want s t o do i n 

c o l l eg e and ap p ar en t l y t her e i s a c o n f l i c t  bet ween what  c o ur s e t o t ak e 

and a l s o h e r  p er s o na l  d e s i r e o f  g e t t i n g ma r r i e d . Ho wev er , she den i es 

t hat  t he mar r i age p r o b l em i s v er y i mpo r t ant  t o her  s i n c e s he i s wi l l i n g 

t o beoome an "o l d ma i d ' î f  t hat  i s how t h i n gs t u r n o u t . She b e l i ev es 

t hat  s he i s s ex u a l l y i mmat ur e and t hat  t he mat i ng pr o bl em i s no c o nc er n 

o f  her s at  t he p r es en t  t i me. Ho wev er , her  gr eat  a n x i e t i e s o f  h v i nr  a 

mor e v i go r o u s s o c i a l  l i f e wo ul d i n d i c a t e t hat  t h i s i s one o f  h er  gr eat -

es t  p r o b l ems . She has not  had any s o c i  1 l i f e at  a l l  s i n c e comi ng t o 

Ch i c ago . She has had a l i t t l e a t  t he Bent o n So c i a l  Set t l ement  wher e 

25 peo p l e ar e now l i v i n g . About  t he o n l y r ec r ea t i o n she has had was 

one b r i dge s es s i o n and i n f r eq u en t  mo v i es . She has o n l y a t t en ded c hur c h 

onc e s i n c e coi ni ng t o t h i s c i t y . Y u r i  f e e l s t hat  h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and 

s o c i a l  l i f e has been l i mi t ed due t o t he f r e t  t hat  she does no t  know 

anyone who wo ul d be wi l l i n g t o es c o r t  h e r . She emphas i zed t hat  h er  

l i f e was f u l l y o c c up i ed at  t he p r es en t  t i me bec aus e o f  h er  s c ho o l  and 

wo r k a c t i v i t i e s . 

One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c wh i c h 3eems p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c eab l e i s t hat  

bo t h Y u r i  and h e r  f a t h e r  pac k ed up and moved t o ano t her  l o c a l i t y when-

ev er  t he pr obl ems seemed t o o gueat  t o s o l v e . I t  appear s t hat  Y u r i  has 

f o l l o wed t h i s e s c a p i s t  p a t t e r n i n h er  at t empt s o f  adj us t ment  s i n c e h e r  

r es e t t l emen t . Y u r i  i s no t  t oo u n a t t r a c t i v e a g i r l  and she has a 

f a i r l y good p e r s o n a l i t y i n s p i t e o f  h e r  t endenc y t owar d i n t r o v e r s i o n . 

The wr i t e r  s us p ec t s t hat  s he i s o v er l y - c o ns c i o us o f  her  l a c k o f  



hei ght  and she f ee l s t hat  t h i s i s one o f  t he gr eat  o bs t ac l es pr ev ent -

i ng her  f r om o b t a i n i n g adequat e s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h i s i s r e-

f l ec t ed i n her  s h y n es s , but  a gr  a t e r  f ac t o r  nay be duo t o t he c ul t u-

r a l  bac k gr ound o f  her  home l i f e i n t he pr e- war  day s . Y u r i  ment i oned 

t hat  her  f  f a t h er  was v er y s t r i c t  wi t h her  and she nev er  went  out  on a 

dat e u n t i l  a f t e r  she gr aduat ed f r om h i gh s c ho o l . Y u r i  has ambi t i o ns 

but  i t  has not  b ên t oo o b j ec t i v e l y t hought  o u t , and h e r  per s o na l  i n-

s t a b i l i t y p r ev ent s her  f r om mak i ng compl et e adj us t ment s t o t he s i t ua-

t i o n . She has a l way s been a l i t t l e p r o t ec t ed i \  s p i t e o f  her  s eemi ngl y 

s p i r i t  o f  i ndependenc e, and t h er e f o r e she r e l i e s a g r eat  dea l  on t he 

adv i c e o f  o t her  p eo p l e . 

A mor e c ompl et e p i c t u r e o f  t he adj us t ment  p r o c es s o f  Y u r i  can be 

o bt a i ned f r om h er  own s t o r y wh i c h f o l l o ws . The wr i t e r  doe not  f e e l  

equi pped t o at t empt  a c ompl et e an a l y s i s o f  Y u r i  s i nc e t her e i s s t i l l  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  dat a on hand , and at  mo s t , any o p i n i o ns r i v en t hus f a r  

have been i n t he nat ur e o f  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s . Y u r i  i s awar e t hat  she 

has pr obl ems and t hes e ar e gen er a l l y r ev ea l ed i n her  c o nv er s at i o ns 

whi c h ar e quot ed as ¿ear l y v er bat i m as p o s s i b l e* I n some i ns t anc es 

t her e har  been at t empt s t o "c o v er  u p " but  t hat  i s t o be ex p ec t ed . I t  

i s p o s s i b l e t hat  Y u r i  wi l l  make mor e adequat e adj us t ment s t o t he s i t u -

a t i o n wi t h f u r t h er  ex p er i en c e , and wi t h some at t empt s t o a r i t v e a 

g r ea t er  degr ee o f  per s o nal  o r gan i z a t i o n . Her  p r es ent  l i v i n env i r on-

ment  i s r a t h e r  f av o r ab l e f o r  t h i s s l no e t he di  ec t o r  o f  t he s et t l ement  

house i s a t r a i ned s o c i a l  wo r k er  and she ha; been g r ea t l y i n t er es t ed 

i n h e l p i n g Y u r i  t o s o l v e her  own pr obl em. Y u r i  r ound t hat  i t  was a 

gr eat  r e l i e f  t o her  t o t a l k i t  "a l l  o u t " t  t he wr i t e r  s i nc e She has 

been h o l d i n g bac k many o f  t he pr obl ems wi t h i n h e r s e l f  f o r  a l ong t i me* 

i h e s a i d t hat  she has been i n t he he b i t  o f  c o n f i d i n g i n h er  y o unger  

br o t her  v er y f r equent l y dur i ng t he o r e- ev ac uat i o n day s * 
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Y u r i ' s p r s o n a l  ac c ount  f o l l o ws : 

" I  d o n ' t  know a t h i n -  about  my p a r e n t s ' bac k ; ound bec aus e t hoy 

n ev er  t a l k t oo o uc h about  i t  t o me. I t  i s a c ompl et e b l a n k . I  gues s 

I  was not  t oo much i n t e r es t ed i n a s k i n g t hem any way , ?<y par en t s ar e 

f r om no r t h J a p a n , Tok yo . I  g u e s s . They ar e about  t he o n l y J ap anes e frorc 

t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  k en who have come o v er  her e and t hat  i s why we d o n ' t  

hav e any r e l a t i v e s . T h a t ' s why we ar e so d i f f e r e n t  f r om t he o t h er  

J ap an es e . The o t her  J apanes e wer e mos t l y f ar mer s but  iy p a r en t s Oome 

f r om a b e t t e r  c l a s s . About  t he o n l y t h i n g t hey e v e r  t o l d me about  

J apan and t he p l ac e whor e t hey l i v e d was t hat  when i t  s no wed, i t  

c o v er ed t he r o o f . T her e wer e 10 c h i l d r e n i n mo t h e r ' s f ami l y but  none 

o f  t hen came o v er  h e r e . 

" I  h a v e n ' t  any i d ea when my f a t h e r  came t o t h i s c o unt r y . l i e came 

a l o ng t i me a g o . Dad c ane o v er  her e as a sc o o l  boy but  I  d o n ' t  know 

what  s c ho o l  he went  t o . T h en he bec ame some k i n d o f  a s h i p p er  and 

mer c hant . I  d o n ' t  k ow when my p a r en t s wer e mar r i ed . The o n l y t h i n g 

I  know i s t hat  we wer e l i v i n g i n Nebr as k a wher e I  was bo r n . Dad was 

o v er  42 y ear s o l d when I  was bo r n and my mo t her  was 37 . I  was t he 

f i r s t  c h i l d and t her e wer e t wo o t h er  b r o t h er s a f t e r  me. T hey a l way s 

s ee l ed s o r t  o r  o l d t o me . ^M a y b e - ny f a t h e r  was mar r i ed be f o r e but  I  

wo u l d n ' t  k now. l t V e nev er  hear d t hem t a l k i n g o f  t h e i r  pas t  l i f e a t  

a l l . X ' 

"".'hen I  was bo r n , my dad was a t r u c k f a r mer  and a l s o t he s ec r e-

t ar y o f  t he J apanes e A s s o c i a t i o n i n Neb r as k a , t̂  t hat  t i me t her e was 

a s mal l  c r o up o f  J ap anes e f ar mer s t h e r e . My f a t h er  j us t  wa s n ' t  a 

f ar mer  at  a l l  and t hat  was h i s one and o n l y ex p er i en c e a t  i t . l i e 

dec i ded t hat  he was not  cut  out  f o r  t he f a r mi n g l i f e . * f t e r  t hat  he 

was j us t  a s ec r et a r y o f  t he J apanes e a s s o c i a t i o n and a s c ho o l  t eac h r  

i n a l l  o f  t he p l ac es t hat  we moved t o . He a l s o was an i n s u r anc e s a l es -
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man on t he s i de but  he o n l y s o l d t o t h e J ap an es e . Dad moved ar o und 

q u i t e a l o t  bec aus e he had a s o r t  o f  wa n d e r l u s t . Maybe he wa s n ' t  

i appy at  t he p l a c es wher e he l i v e d . He was a l way s l o o k i n g f o r  bet t er  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s , shoul dn't  y o u c a l l  t hat  amb i t i o n ? 

"Dad was al way s q u i t e r e: e r v ed , j us t  l i k e I  am. Ho wev er , he was 

v er y i r r i t a b l e at  t i mes and t her e u s ed t o be some ar gument s wi t h ny 

mo t her . £he c i d not  l i k e t o move ar o und so much but  when t hey go t  a 

l i t t l e o l d e r , t hey d i d not  ar gue t oo muc h. Dad a l way s seemed t o be 

v e r y s e r i o u s and he was r a r e l y i n a j o l l y f r ame o f  mi nd. I  gues s he 

had t oo many wo r r i es on h i s mi nd . He was v er y p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and I  

r emember  t hat  he us ed t o t a l k abo ut  s uc h deep t h i ngs as t he meani ng o f  

l i f e , but  o f  c our s e I  d i d no t  know what  he was t a l k i n g a b o u t . Ther e 

w s q u i t e a l a r ge age gap bet ween my f a t h e r  and I  and he seemed mor e 

l i k e my g r a n d f a t h e r , l i e was o u l t e s t e m wi t h me as l o n g as I  oan r e** 

member  but  we got  a l o ng a l l  r i g h t , I  g u es s . 

dad n ev er  u n der s t o o d me muc h. You know how t hes e o l d J apan-

es e a r e , t hey n ev er  show any a f f e c t i o n at  a l l  f o r  ev en t h e i r  wi v es o r  

c h i l dr en . . Dad t aught  me J apanes e and he was v er y s t r i c t  i n my l e s s o n s 

but  I  d i d n * t  pan out  t he way he want ed me t o . I  gues s maybe I  was a 

b i g d i s ap p o i n t ment  t o h i m. I  f e e l  s o r t  of  s o r r y f o r  hi m now bec aus e 

s omet i mes I  t h i n k hft s l i f e was was hed and he nev er  got  t o do t he 

t h i ngs t hat  he r e a l l y d i d want  t o d o . Ho wev er , I  t h i n k he d i d t he bes t  

he c o u l d under  t he c i r c um t a n c e s . ?l y f a t h e r  was r e a l l y out  o f  p l ac e 

i n t h i s c ount r y and he was nev er  ab l e t o f i t  i n . He d i d t he bes t  he 

c o u l d but  y o u c o u l dn»t  expec t  h i m t o be t oo happy when he d i d not  

a c h i ev e a l l  o f  h i s amb i t i o n s . .Voul d y o u c a l l  t hat  be i ng f r u s t r a t e d ? 

"T h er e was a t i me when I  was q u i t e b i t t e r  aga i n s t  my f a t h e r  be-

c aus e I  had t o c ul t  s c ho o l  t o s uppo r t  t he f a mi l y . I  t ho ught  t hat  t h i s 

was not  c u l t o f a i r . J  '- ly ambi t i o n has a l way s been t o go t o s c ho o l  be-



oaus e I  r e a l l y ant  t o l e a r n . I c a n ' t  say t hat  I  had a J o l l y home l i f e 

bec aus e i t  was s omet hi ng t hat  we j u s t  went  t h i n and i t  was n e i t  e r  t  o 

happy no r  u n h ap p y . I ' d mor e o r  l e s s br o k en away f r o $ t he f ami l y ev en 

s i nc e I  went  t o wor k as a s c ho o l  g i r l  < nd t o a t t end t he St  o r ano nt o 

J u n i o r  C o l l e g e . I  hi  vo been i  i depen ea t  ev er  s i n c e t h en . ; ' d l i k e t o 

h e l p my f ami l y e s e t t l e , but  t  l at  n e ns t h a t  I  w i l l  hav e t>o g i v e up my 

p er s o na l  p l a n s . I  d o n ' t  know whet her  I  hav e t he o b l i g a t i o n t o do t h i s 

now o r  n o t . I  f e e l  s o g u i l t y abo ut  i t  l ow, and i t  i s on my c o ns c i enc e 

bec aus e I ' m be i n g s e l f i s h abo ut  t h i n g s , , 

" I  r emember  my mot her  a l way s as a v er y q u i et  p e r s o n , f  he was s o r t  

o f  s ubmi s s i v e and q u i t e J a p a n es y i n her  way s . - Dad was t he bos s o f  t he 

f ami l y and he a l way s dec i ded what  we s ho ul d do . I  war  c l o s e r  t o my 

mot her  bec aus e s he was k i nd t o me and mor e u n d e r s t a n d i n g , i h e was a l s o 

v er y r es er v ed s o I  gues s t hat  t h i s i s a f ami l y t r a i t . By t he t i me I  

had gr own o l 1 eno ugh , I  r emember  my p ar en t s as be i n g v er y d i s i l l u s i o n e d 

bec aus e t hey had no t  made a mat e r i a l  s uc c es s i n t h i s c o un t r y . That  

was v er y i mpo r t ant  t o t hem. We n ev er  d i d hci ve v er y much money and my 

f a t h er  y &s a l way s h o p i ng t hat  t he next  pl ac * . oul d bo b e t t e r , but  i t  

nev er  t ur ned out  t o h i s f u l l  s a t i s f a c t i o n . I  was o n l y one ye «r  o l d 

when my f o l k s moved bnc k t o C a l i f o r n i a so I  d o n ' t  r emember  no t h i ng o f  

t h a t . 

" I  c an r emember  my c h i l dho o d f r om t he age o f  10 y ear s o l d and o n . 

"y par ent s go t  a l o ng f a i r l y we l l  by t hen a l t h o my f a t h e r  was i n c l i n ed 

t o be v er y do mi nant . Dad dr ank a l i t t l e , but  he nev er  became v i o l en t  

o r  an y t h i n g l i k e t hat * I  gue. s i e dr ank bee us e he was d i s ap p o i n t ed 

so many t i mes . 

" I  was al way s an i n t r o v er t  c i i l d and I  am s t i l l  t h i s way . I  v er  

s i n c e I  c an r emember  I  s t a r t ed t o r ead a gr eat  d e a l . I  t h i  ;k I  had 

":y no s e i n book s f r om t he age o f  s i x o n . I  t h i nk t he r eas o n f o r  t  l i s 
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was t hat  I  was on t  i e o o ns t ant  move wi t h ny f ami l y and I  nev er  had t he 

ohanoe t o make i n t i mat e c h i l dho o d f r i e n d s . That  i s why I ' v e a l way s 

gone ar o und by my s e l f . I  got  us ed t o i t  and s o t hat  i s why I  nev er  d i d 

oar e f o r  a s o c i a l  l i f e . I  was v er y c l o s e t o my b r o t h e r . He i s a l s o 

q u i et  and r es er v ed l i k e I  am. Wo p l ay ed t o get her  q u i t e a b i t  and we 

u n der s t o o d eac h o t h e r  b e t t e r  t han any bo dy e l s e . ??y b r o t h e r  was t wo 

y ea r s y o u n ger  t han I  was but  I  a l way s t o l d h i m my t r o u b l es and s o ught  

h i s a d v i c e , and he woul d c o uns e l  me. l i e d i d n ' t  hav e t he p r o bl em t hat  

' p l a c i d ' 

I  d i d beo aus e i t  i s e a s i e r  f o r  a boy and he was much mo r e, «¿»mm»*« and 

c o n t en t ed % t h an I  was . He was not  ex p ec t ed so much by t hi n;. : l i k e I  

was . I  s uppo s e I  was ex t r a - s en s i t i v e abo ut  ev er y t h i n g . I  a l way s t o l d 

my b r o t h er  abo ut  my pr o bl ems and i t  made m© f e e l  good t o do t h a t . I t  

ma:ces any bo dy f e e l  good t o c o n f i de i n son© s p e c i a l  per s o n and I  c o u l d 

not  do t hat  wi t h my mo t her  o r  f a t h er  so muc h. 

"We s pok e J apanes e i n o ur  home a l l  t he t i me. That  was bc c aus e 

bo t h my mo t her  and f a t h e r  wer e J apanes e l anguage s c ho o l  t o ; c har s and 

t hey t ho ught  t hat  i t  was v er y i mpo r t ant  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n t o l e a r n 

t he l angua e . I  nev er  us e t he J ap nos e much any mor e and I  d o n ' t  ev en 

l i k e t o us e J apanes e ex p r es s i o n s beo aus e i t  i s much eas o r  t o s peak 

E n g l i s h , ¿ mo t her  t h i ng i s t hat  I  d o n ' t  wan t  t o be r emi nded so much o f  

a l l  t ho s e h a r d , d r u d g i n g J ap anes e l e s s o n s t hat  my p r en t s c o mpel l ed me 

t o l e a r n . Ky p a r en t s d i d not  u n der s t an d E n g l i s h so e l l  and t hat  i s 

w y t hey us ed J ap anes e i n our  home mo s t l y . Ho weger , my f a t h e r  d es X 
s peak and wr i t e E n g l i s h but  he wo n ' t  do i t  a t  home. The r eas o n he went  

t o Nebr as k a was bc c aus e t he J apanes e f ar mer s out  t her e as k ed hi m t o 

bu s i n es s 

come and be t h e i r  s pok es man i n / d e a l i n g » wi t h t he Cauoas l i  n s . Dad 

c oul d c ar r y on a c o n v er s a t i o n i n br o k en ^n g l i s h but  he d i d no t  l i k e t o 

do i t  beo aus e i t  s o r t  o f  enbar r as ee J  hi m and he t hought  t hat  t he Cau-

c as i an s l aughed at  t he way he t a l k ed i n E n g l i s h .  ̂
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"B es i d es t he us© of  J apanes e i n our  ho &e l i v e s , I  d o n ' t  r emember  

t hat  wo adher ed t o any o f  t he o l d t r ; di  i o n a l  J ap nes e o u s t o n s . We at e 

J  pane se f ood a l l  t he t i me and my p ar en t s r ead q u i t e a f  vv J apanes e 

bo o k s f  but  f i a t  was bec aus e t hey war ned t o k eep u p . ?!y dad was a l way s 

v er y s t r o n g l y f o r  J apan*, he f n e v e r  i n t ended t o go b-  ok t o 

J apan t o l i v e mo s t l y bec aus e my mo t her  had oorae f r om a good f ami l y and 

my dad f e l t  a l i t t l e as hamed t hat  ho was not  a s u c c es s i n Amer i c a . 

Dad d i d go b ac k t o J apan f r om 1959 t o 1941 but  t hat  was bec aus e he had 

a l o t  o f  bu s i n es s i deas and he t ho ught  t h a t  ho c o u l d make money . I  

t h i n k t hat  he want ed t o make c o nnec t i o ns so t hat  he c o u l d s h i p s c r ap 

i r o n and o t her  t h i ngs o v er  t h e r e . But  dad was nev er  a v er y good bus i -

ne: s man and no t h i ng ev er  d i d come out  of  t h a t . The o n l y es u l t  o f  h i s 

goi r j g t o J apan was t hat  ngr  b r o t h e r  and I  had t o i n t er r up t  o ur  educ at i o n 

i n o r der  t o go t o wor k t o s uppo r t  t he f ami l y . 

n e d i d not  f o l l o w any o f  t he b i g J ap anes e f e s t i v a l s . T h i n g s l i k e 

t he J ap anes e êw Y e a r ' s c e l e b r a t i o n wer e not  a b i g ev ent  wi t h our  

f ami l y l i k e amo l g t he o t her  J apanes e f ami l i es » We wer e a l way s l i v i n g 

i nn J ap anes e communi t y wher e a l l  t he p eo p l e d i d t h i s , but  we d i d not  

have t hes e b i g f e s t i v a l s i n o ur  home bec aus e we wer e d i f f e r e n t . Our  

f ami l y was a l way s amon ; t he J ap anes e f ar mer s gr oup and dad was i n 

o f f i c e wor k so t hat  we had t o k eep a l i t t l e apar t  f r om t h i s . Ano t her  

t h i n e was t h a t  d. d was a l way s a s t r an g er  i n t he communi t y and we d i d 

not  hav e a l o t  o f  f r i e n d s t h e r e . The o t her  J ap anes e f ar mer s a l l  cr ime 

f r o m t he same p l ac e J apan and t hey had many t i e s and r e l a t i v e s t o-

get h er  i n one pl r  c e, but  we d i d not  have any o f  t h i s i n o ur  f a mi l y . 

That  i s why i t  was not  o f  any us e t o have any b i  f ami l y f e a s t s du r i ng 

New Y e a r ' s and o t h er  J apanes e f e s t i v a l s . The o n l y t i me t hat  we ev er  

d i d i t  was bec aus e o f  my f a t h e r ' s b u s i n es s r ea s o n s . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t hat  

we mi s s ed a n y t h i n g any way . 
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4 $ "A l t h o I  n ev er  had a l o t  or  f r i e n d s , I  a l way s managed t o hav e one 

v er y good f r i en d ev er y p l ac e I  went  and I  s t u c k t o t hat  one f r i e n d l i k e 

a l e e c h . T hes e c l o s e f r i e n d s wer e al way s n i s e i  Gi r l s . But  j us t  when 

I  go t  t o know t h n r ea l  we l l , we had t o move t o ano t her  p l a c e . '.e 

moved ar o und a l o t  and t he I o n es t  I  s t ay ed i n one p l ac e war-  s ho ut  4 

y e a r s . i >l l  o r  t he r es t  was f o r  o n l y 2 o r  3 y ear s at  t he mo s t . Oak l and 

was t he l o n ges t  I  ev er  s t ay ed I n one p i t c c . 

h " I n s p i t e o f  a l l  t h i s mov i ng ar o und , my s c ho o l  l i f e w s s o r t  o f  

p l ea a n t . I t  was a l i t t l e har d t o get  us ed t o a l l  o f  t he d i f f e r e n t  

sc i oo l s I  wont  t u  ̂ but  somehow I  managed t o f i t  i n a r t e r  a t i n e . I  

gues s I  l ea r ned hoi  t o adapt  : y s o l f , b u t Î  nev er  d i d (- ;et  t o know a l o t  

o f  t he o t her  s t u den t s . I  nev er  c o u l d r et t j U? down i n one pi t  ce l o ng 

eno ugh t o f o r m any l a s t i n g f r i en ds i p s . N ^h a t  i s why I  d i d not  en t e r  

i n t o many o f  t he communi t y a c t i v i t i e s . I t  t ak es a c hur oh and s o c i a l  

l i f e t o get  i n t o t he c ommuni t y . >1 d i d not  go out  f o r  a s i n g l e t h i ng 

a l l  t he t i me I  was i n s c h o o l , but  I  s t uc k t o my s t u d i e s f a i r l y f a i t h -

f u l l y . 

"¿ oho I  mo s t l y was j u s t  o i n g t o C l a s s e s , but  I  was nev er  much o f  

a s t udent  l i k e d t o d i p i  t t o a l o t  o f  t h i n ; - , but  i t  nev er  t o o k 

v er y deep l y . I  d i d n f t  go t  good g r ades at  a l l  a f t e r  I  l e f t  h i gh s c ho o 3 >̂ 

I n c o l l ege I  was t oo t i r ed f r om t he wor k I  had t o do so t h a t  I  c o u l d 

not  pu t  my f u l l  e f f o r t s i n t o my s t u d i e s . <^a l a o had p er s o n a l  wo r r i es 

and some ey e t r a i n . That  i s why I  am s o r t  o f  a f r a i d o f  c o l l ege no w, 

but  I  am det er mi ned t o go u n l e s s somet  l i ng e l s e t ur ns u p . \ . 

"T her e was a l way s a l o t  o f  J apanes e s t ¿ den t s i n h i gh s c ho o l  and 

a t  £ c r amant o J . C . , but  I  s o r t  o f  k ept  apar t  f r o m t hem. I  n ev er  was a 

v e r y s o c i a l  per s o n and i t  was no t  eas y t  b r ea k i n anyway «J  I  was s hy 

and I  nev er  had much p o i s e . I  d o n ' t  hav e i t  ev en now. I  l i k e p eo p l e 

but  I  a l way s f e e l  embar r as s ed when I  meet  t hem and I  d o n ' t  know what  



t o s ay and t he c o l o r  a l way s r i s e s i n r ay f ac e when I  meet  a new per s o n . 

I t  has a l way s been l i k e t h a t , 11l et  i s why I  was j us t  by my s e l f  i n 

s c ho o l  and I  c oul d n ev er  go t  i n t o a del * n i t e g r o u p . I t  s o r t  o f  bo r ed 

i e a n y / a y . I  gu es s I  l i k ed t o be by my s e l f  mo r e. That  was bad , wa s n ' t  

i t ? I  f e l t  a l l  t i ed up i n my s e l f  ev er y t i me I  t r i ed t o get  i n t o a 

g r o up . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  was any mor e c l i q u i s h t han t he o t her  h i g h 

s c ho o l  n i s e i . The n i s e i  a l way s s t u c k by t hems el v es and t hey had t h e i r  

l i t t l e gr o ups whi c h no bo dy e l s e c o u l d get  i n t o . They nev er  f i g u r ed 

much i n t he mai n s c ho o l  l i f e , exc ep t  t hat  t  i ey wer e u s u a l l y pr omi nent  

i n t he c l ans wor k and t hey go t  most  o f  t he h i g h g r ad es . Qu i t e a f ew o f  

t h e n i s e i  i n my s c ho o l  go t  s c h o l a r s h i p s but  t hey d i d not  get  i n t o t he 

o t her  s c ho o l  a c t i v i t i e s a t  a l l . None o f  t hem ev er  h e l d c l a s s o f f i c e s 

du r i ng t he t i me I  a s g o i n g . The n i s e i  wer e q u i t e s mal l  bec aus e t h ey 

wer e s o nar r ow mi nded f r om t he mo r al  v i ewp o i n t . They go s s i p ed a l o t  

and t hey wer e t o o c a t t y . That  i s why t hey a l way s l i k e d t o s pr ead 

r umor s abo ut  o t her  p e o p l e , j j [  d i d n ' t  hav e any Cauc s i a n f r i en d s i n 

h i g h s c ho o l  e i t h e r  bec aus e t hey ex p ec t ed a l l  o f  t h e n i s e i  t o s t i c k t o -

ge t 3er  and abo ut  t he o n l y Cauc as i an s t u ent  I  knew wer e i n my c l  s a c s , 

but  no ne o f  t hem wer e i n t i mat e f r i e n d s , 

"When I  went  t o t he Mer r i t t  Bu s i n es s L c h o o l  i n B e r k e l ey , I  went  

ar ound v/i  h Cau c as i an s t u den t s mor e bec aus e t her e wer e not  so many 

n i s e i  t her e and t hat  i s why i t  was e a s i e r  fw u s t o get  a c c ep t ed . 

A f t e r  I  l e f t  t h e bu s i n es s s c ho o l  I  nev er  di e cone i *i t o c o nt ac t  wi t h 

Ct  u c as i an s much ex c ep t  wi t h t ho s e peo p l e I  wo r k ed f o r  i n t h e i r  h o $e s . 

Thr uo ut  a l l  o f  t he t i me I  went  t o s c h o o l , I  a l way s went  t o a s c ho o l  

wh i c h had a l o t  o f  n i s e i  i n I t J  T h i s was bec aus e my dad u s u a l l y went  

t o a l o c a t i o n t o r ep r es ent  a l o t  of  J apanes e f ar mer s and a l l  o f  t he 

c h i l d r e n mo s t l y went  t o t he same s c h o o l . Na t u r a l l y i f  y ou ar e t hr o n 

i n wi t h a l o t  oi ' Cauc s i a n s and wi t h o u t  many n i s e i , y o u wi l l  hav e t o 
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r ai x i n wi t h t hem, bu t  i f  y o u a r e i n a s c h o o l  wi t h a l o t  o f  n i s e i , y o u 

d o n ' t  ge t  t h i s o hanc e t o mi x s o muc h b ec a u s e t he n i s e i  a l l  s t i c k t o -

g e t h e r  and t h i s i r  s o c o n s p i c u o u s t h a t  t he o t h e r  s t u d e n t s ex p ec t  t hem 

t o s t i c k o n l y i n t h e i r  o n gf coup. 

" I  wa s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n a n y t h i n g s p e c i a l  i n s c h o o l , 

I  d i d p i c k u p « l i t t l  pi ? no p l a y i n g «nd I  l e a r n e d hov; t o s ew. T h at  

s o met h i ng t o do i n my s par e t i me . A l l  o f  t he n i s e i  I  k new i n s c h o o l  

h ad no a mb i t i o n en d ev en t ho ma l y o f  t hem go t  s c h o l a r s h i p s , I  was t h e 

o n l y o n e f  i n my who l e c l a s t h a t  went  bey o nd h i g h s c h o l . The n i s i  

c ane f r o m s n a i l  f a r m f a i i l i e s a i d t h ey d i d no t  c ar e f o r  a n y t h i n g ex -

c ep t  ge t i n g o u t  o f  s c h o o l . 1'hey d i d n o t  h av e any i n c e n t i v e bec au s e 

t he p eo p l e ar o und t hem wer e n o t  l i k e t h a t , T hey wer e mo s t l y f o r mer  

and y o u c o u l d n ' t  ex p ec t  t hor n t o h v̂ e t oo g r e a t  a mb i t i o n s b ec a u s e t h e i r  

p a r e n t s mor e o r  l o s s ex p ec t ed t h e n i s e i  c h i l d r e n t o t ak e up f a m i n g 

wi t h t h e n a f t e r  t h e y go t  o ut  o f  h i  h s c h o o l . Th' r e wer e a f ew am-

b i t i o u s n i s e i  i i  o u r  s c h o o l  but  t h e y c o u l d no t  o on t o c o l l e g e b eo a u s e 

o f  f ami l y c i r c u ms t  n o e s . T he f unny t h i n g was t h a t  t h e r e wer e o l o t  f  

n i s e i  i n t he C a l i f o r n i a S c h o l a s t i c F e d e r a t i o n and t h ey go t  t he h i g h e s t  

r a n k i n s c h o o l . I n s p i t e o f  t h a t  t hey d i d not  go o n t o c o l  e r e . I  

wan t ed t o go t o c o l l e g e b c au s e t h e r e was n o t h i n g e l s e t o d f o r  me. 

I  want ed t o o t o t he U n i v e r s i t y o f  C a l i f o r n i a nd t h e r e wei  abo u t  

500 n i s e i  g o i n g t h e r e . 

"My p a r e n t s d i d no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y c a r e i f  I  went  t o c o l l e g e o r  n o t , 

bu t  t h ey t h o u g h t  i t  wo u l d be a p r e t t y go o d t h i n g . T h ey Oo u l d not  h e l p 

me out  f i n a n c i a l l y but  I  wen t  do wn t o Be r k e l ey any way a s I  had hear d 

t h a t  many o f  t he n i s e i  g i r l s wo r k ed t h e i r  way t h r u . I  o n l y wen t  t o 

Ca l  a f ew d a y s , but  t h e n I  dr o pped out  t o go t o t he Me r r i t t  B u s i n e s s 

Sc h o o l  i n We F ê i e  ̂ Oak l an d b ec a u s e I t  was c h e a p e r . I  went  t o t he 

l i k e d t o sew a l o t  b ec a u s e i t  gav e me 
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b u s i n es s s c hoo l  f o r  s i x mont hs an. i t  hel ped me a l o t  l a t e r  bec aus e 

i t  was t h r u t h i s t r a i n i n g t hat  I  was b i o t o get  out  or  do mes t i c wo r k . 

I  r eg r e t  t hat  I  d i d no t  get  t o o o l l ege s o o ner  bec aus e I  v/oul d be 

f i n i s h e d by now i n s t ead o f  h av i n g t h r ee y ea r s mor e t o g o . Maybe I  am 

t oo o l d t o go . I  am Z now and a l l  o f  t he o t her  k i d s wi l l  be y o unger  

i f  I  go t o c o l l e g e h e r e . L ut  J . t h i n k I  wi l l  go any way . . 

"Ano t her  r eas o n why I  went  t o t he Me r r i t t  Bu i nes c Sc h o o l  was 

bec aus e ô ne &£ ray f r i e n d s went  t her e and I  hear d t hat  t he n i s e i  o o ul d 

get  i a t o c i v i l  s e r v i c e f t e r  g e t t i n g t h i s t r a i n i n g i f  t hey p as s t he 

t e o t . c o l l e g e educ at i o n i s no t  t oo i mpo r t ant  i n mat er i a l  mat t er s 

but  y o u become mor e en l i g h t en ed i f  you get  o l i b e r a l  educ t i o n . I  am 

b eg i n n i n g t o t h i n k now t hat  t h i s i s mor e i mpo r t ant  t o me. ~ven t he 

one y ea r  t hat  I  a t t ended i n Sac r ament o j u n i o r  c o l l e ;e b o dened ae up 

a l o t . I t  c hanged ray o u t l o o k o n l i f e and i t  made me mor e t o l er an t  

about  many t h i n g s and I  f e l t  t hat  I  was gr o wi ng o u t war d . I  am t h e k i nd 

o f  p er s o n who l i k e s t o r ead a l o t  ev en i f  I  d o n ' t  s p e c i a l i z e i n any one 

t o p i c . I  d i d no t  get  r ea l  h i g h g r ades i n t he j u n i o r  c o l  ege bec aus e I  

had t o wor k my way t h r u . I  d i d n ' t  go t  a l l  t he A ' s t hat  I  go t  i n h i g h 

s c h o o l . I  ev ea go t  a c o up l e o f  C»s at  j u n i o r  c o l l ege but  I  t h i n k I  

c o u l d hav e done b e t t e r  i f  I  d i d n ' t  have o t her  t h i n gs on ay mi  i d. 

"T h e r eas o n why I  went  t o t  i e Sac r ament o j u n i o r  c o l l ege was be-

c aus e a l o t  o f  n i s e i  went  t her e and t he t u i t i o n was l o w. I t  was t he 

near es t  c o l l e e t o L o d i  wher e i y f ami l y was l i v i n at  t hat  t i  i e. I  

want ed t o go t o Cal  but  t her e was no f i n a n c e s . A f t e r  I  f i n i s h e d my 

y ea r  at  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e my f ami l y moved t o Ber k e l ey bec aus e my dad went  

f o r  

t o J ap an . T h i s was i n 1 0 3 ° . T her e was no us e our  f ami l y t o r emai n 

i n L o d i  bec aus e my dad gav e up h i s j o b t h e r e . He t ho ught  t hat  Be r k e l ey 

was t he i dea l  p l ac e f o r  t he f ami l y t o s t ay wh i l e he was gone t o J a p a n , 

I  had go ne t o ' e r r i t t  Bu s i n es s Sc h o o l  by my s el f  a f t e r  I  go t  out  o f  h i g h 
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s c ho o l  and t  a t  was when I  f i r s t  l o f t  t he f a mi l y / I  wor k ed as a s c ho o l  

g i r l  t o s uppo r t  my s el f » The nex t  y ea r  I  a l s o d i d t he s ane t h i n g at  t he 

' ao r amc nt o J u n i o r  c o l l ege but  I  moved t o Ber k e l ey wi t h ny f ami l y a f t e r  

t h a t . I  d i d n ' t  get  ny l as t  r epo r t  f r om t he Sac r ament o J . C . and I  

t ho ught  f o r  a l o ne t i n e t hat  I  had f l u n k ed out  so I  was a f r a i d t o s end 

f o r  i t . l a t e r  o n I  f o und out  t hat  I  had p a s s ed . 

" es i do s go t n g t o a l l  t hes e s o h o o l r ^I  a l s o went  t o t he J apan©; e -

l an $uage s c ho o l s f o r  a I o n -  t i me. I  d i d not  make any mor e f r  e n d s i n 

t he l an gu age so o o l s t han I  d i d i n h i g h so i o o l . I  j u s * d i d n ' t  f e e l  

l i k e mi x i n g i n mor e wi t h a l l  o f  t ho s e n i s e i  eh* s t u den t s . They J us t  

t aught  u; t o r ead and wr i t e J ap an es e . I  de t es t ed t he J apanes e l an -

guage s c ho o l  bec aus e I  d i d no t  hav e any i n t e r e s t  I n i t . I  o n l y went  

bec aus e my f a t h e r  m de me.S Now I  r egr et  i t  bec aus e I  t h i n k I  c o u l d be 

some p l ac e now wi t h a l l  o f  t ho; e J ap anes e l an g u ag e tor  c h i ng j o bs o pen . 

I  //as t h i n k i n o f  t r y i ng t o get  one o f  t ho s e t eac h i ng j ob; i n t he 

Un i v e r s i t y o f  Ch i c ago but  I  am not  q u a l i f i e d f o r  t h a t . I f  I  had t ak en 

my J apanes e l e s s o n s mor e s e r i o u s l y , I  woul d hav e had a c h a n c e , / ' 

"I t  was so bo r i n g t o l ea r n J c anes e at  t ho l anguage s c h o o l s . We 

had t o r e c i t e a l o ud a l l  t o get h er  and I  c o u l d not  s t ay away f r om t he 

s c ho o l  bec au s e my f a t h er  wa: my t eac h er  and he a l way s want ed mo t o make 

a good s ho wi ng and not  bo one o f  t he dumber  p u p i l s i n c l a s s . I n s p i t e 

o f  t hat  I  d i d no t  pay any a t t e n t i o n . I  t h i n k I  n i gh t  have l ea r n ed mor e 

i f  my f a t h e r  wo r e not  t he t ea c h e r . We had t o memor i s e a l o t  o f  t h i n g s 

wh i c h hr d no meani ng /t o u s . A l l  we d i d was t o - emo r i ze a o ho p t er  and 

r eo i t e i t  o ut  l o ud t o t he t e a c h e r . The t ex t bo o k s t o l d us o f  J ap an . I  

gues s t h? t  I  di  n t  get  r i uch J ap an es e pr opaganda f r om t h e l anguage 

s c ho o l  beo aus e o1 ny d i s t a s t e f o r  i t . J  

b e t  o f  t he J ap anes e p r o paganda I  go t  c ane f r om t he J ap anes e 

mo v i es whi c h I  s aw. i n L o d i  t h e J apanes e made a g r ea t  ev en t  o f  t he 

wee a y J api  nes e mo v i es wh i c h wer e he l d d u r i n g t he summer  t i me. I t  was 



t he o n l y r ec r ea t i o n a l  l i f e f o r  mos t  o f  t he J ap anes e and ev en t he h i s e i  

us ed t o go t o a l l  o f  t hes e mo v i es . The J ap anes e a s s o c i a t i o n ar r anged 

f o r  t he s ho wi n o f  t hes e p i c t u r e s and ny f a t h e r  was t he one who us u-

a l l y p i c k ed out  t he p i c t u r es t o s h a t o t he co i muni t y . The t h i n e t hat  

i mpr es s ed me t he most  was when t he mo v i es showed t he J apanes e s o l d i e r s 

d i s r eg a r d i n g e v e r / t h i n and t h e i r  w i l l i n n es s t o d i e i n l o r y f o r  

t h e i r  c o un t r y . A l l  o f  t he J ap anes e i n t he aud i enc e . o u l d t hen c h eer  

l i k e an y t h i n g an d I  woul d be a f f ec t ed by i t . The movi  v; p i c t u r e s 

a l way s showed t he J ap; nos e s o l d i e r s f i g h t i n g f o r  ho no r . I n some o f  t he 

s c enes t he J apr  ne e mot her s woul d enc o ur age t h e i S s ons t o go f o r  

J ap an . That  i s so d i f f e r e n t  f r o m t he Amer i c an way . The J ap anes e p i c -

t u r es s a i d t o f o r get  abo ut  home and f ami l y and d i e f o r  t he Emper o r . I  

c o u l d n ' t  h e l p but  be i mpr es s ed by a l l  t h i s and I  t h i n k t hat  i t  i s be-

c aus e oi  t  i ese mo v i es r  i d t he t r a i n i n g wh i c h t he J apanes e get  t i a t  

J ap an has s uc h an u n d e f ea t a b l e a t t i t u d e . I t  was r ea l l y p r o paganda and 

t hat  i s why so many o f  t h e i s s e i  got  mor e p r o - J apan t han ev e r . 

"Na t u r a l l y when I  saw t hes e h er o i c p i c t u r e s , I  s hed t e a r s a l o n 

wi t h t he r es t  o f  t he au d i en c e . Al l  o f  t he J ap anes e l i v ed i n t ho s e 

mov i e: and i t  i mpr es s ed a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  who a t t en ded . A l o t  o f  us 

wer e s o r t  o f  i n f u s ed wi t h t hes e J apanes e i d e a l s . I  f e l t  v er y sympa-

t h et i c t o war  s J apan and I  t ho ught  t hat  sh was d o i n g r i g h t . I ' v e had 

a v er y s h e l t e r ed l i f e ond I  d i d no t  know t he o t her  s i de o f  t he p i c t u r e 

at  a l l  du r i ng t hat  t i me, Now I  d o n ' t  have s ue � s t r o ng J e e l i  l gs f o r  

J ap an bec aus e t hat  wo ul d mean t hat  I  v/as no t  l o y a l  t o Amer i c a . 

" I  n ev er  been a c t u a l l y c o nf r o i t ed wi t h any p r e j u d i c e bec au e my 

l i f e wan mo s t l y s pent  wi t h i n t he J ap anes e c ommuni t y . I Lven when I  went  

o ut  o f  t he J apanes e c o mu n i t y , t he p eo p l e hav e al .vays been k i nd t o me. 

I  s uppo s e i t  hel p.* t o be a g i r l  bec aus e p o o p l  wo n ' t  p i c k on y o u so 

l uch t hat  way» The Amer i c ans d o n ' t  r es ent  J ap anes e g i r l s as much as 
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bo y s . I ' v e nev er  been t ur ned away f r om any e a t i n g p l ac e o r  t h i ngs 

l i k e t h a t . I t  may hav e been bec aus e I  was not  as ag; r e s s i v e as o t her  

p eo p l e and 11' I  t ho ught  t h a t  t her e f l i ght  be p r e j u d i c e , I  d i d not  (;o t o 

t hat  p l a c e . I  t h i n k t hat  i n a way I  d i d no t  l i k e t o be J ap anes e l ook -

i ng and I  t h i n k I  hav e o f t en t hought  o f  b e i n g a wh i t e p e r s o n . I  t h i n k 

a l o t  ox t he n i s e i  wi s h t  a t  t hey wer e bo r n wh i t e . At  l eas t  t hey envy 

t he Cau c as i an p eo p l e . Be i n g a J apanes e do es l i mi t  y o ur  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

and i t  bar s y o u f r or i  so many t h i n g s , and i t  a l s o c hanges t he who l e 

c o ur s e o f  y o ur  l i f e . I f  I  wer e a wh i t e p e r s o n , I  c o u l d hav e one i n t o 

a n o f f i c e j o b bet f t f r e t he war  and no t  been f o r c ed t o t ak e a domes t i c 

j ob bec aus e o f  t he d i s c r i mi n a t i o n a g a i n s t  J apanes e i n C a l i f o r n i a , I  

knew t hat  i t  was not  much us e t o t r y t o get  an o f f i c e j o b at  t hat  t i me. 

£ had a f e e l l n o f  f r u s t r a t i o n when I  was do i ng doner  t i c wor k and 

I  got  s i o k o f  s c r u bb i n g o t h er  p e o p l e ' s f l o o r  wnen I  want ed t o go t o 

s c ho o l  l i k o a l l  o f  t he Cau c as i an s d i d . I t  wa not  bec aus e I  hat ed ny 

bos s o r  an y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . The p eo p l e I ' v e wor k ed f o r  hav e a l way s 

been k i nd t o me, but  I  had t  ¿at  f e e l i n g o f  r es ent ment  a l l  t he t i me. 

Be i ng I n a do mes t i c j o b , y o u d o n ' t  go t  t o meet  any body o r  do t h i n gs you 

want  t o do and I  gues s I  go t  s o r t  o f  n eu r o t i c when I  had o do do mes t i c 

wo r k . I  f chow t hat  I  t ho ught  bbo ut  i t  a l l  t he t i me but  I  c o u l d n ' t  do 

an y t h i n g about  i t  at  a l l . I  had t o be r es i gn ed t o i t . T hen y o u ar e 

b y o u r s e l f  s o muc h, you hav e t oo i uoh t i me t o t h i n k . That  i s why I  

day- dr eamed a l o t  when I  was I n do mes t i c wor k and I  hoped t »at  some day 

I  wo ul d be i n a p o s i t i o n t o h i r e peo p l e i n s t ead o f  wo r k i ng f o r  t hem. 

I  day- d ear ned mo s t l y t hat  so ie dr y one o f  :iy mo t h e r ' s r e l a t i v e s w u l d 

d i e and l eav e me a l o t  o f  money . &nd t h en I  c o u l d go t o c o l l  -  ge o r  do 

what e-  o r  I  want ed t o do wi t ho u t  be i n g a mai d i n a ho #e. I  had o t her  

wo r r i  s l i k e be i n.; c onc er ned o v er  a l a c k o f  soci .-  1 c o n t ac t s . 

" I t  s u r p r i s es me f i a t  I  am not  mar r i ed y et  bec aus e f r om t he a j e o f  
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1Q I  t ho ught  a l o t  o f  i t . I  f i g u r ed t hat  t h i s was t he n a t u r a l  c o ur s e 

bec aus e a l l  o f  t he g i r l s t a l k ed abo ut  i t . But  I  d i d n ' t  have u c h t i n e 

t o meet  t he f e l l o ws and I  was p r u d i s h bec aus e ny f a t h er  woul d nev er  

l e t  me go out  on a dat e wh i l e I  was i n h i g h s c h o o l . Ano t her  t h i n g i s 

t hat  I  j us t  c a n ' t  l e t  go and I  f e e l  so i l l  at  eas e when I  am t a l k i n g 

t o a f e l l o w, I  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h i s way a f t e r  I  get  t o know t hem b e t t e r . 

n t he J apanes e c o : a mi t y wher e I  l i v e , none o f  t h e p r en t s l e t  t he 

g i r l » go out  bec aus e t hey t ho ught  i t  was a wf u l . I  n ev er  ov en went  t o 

t he l o v i es wi t h a bo y . I  j us t  d i d n ' t  go out  wi t h bo y s at  a l l . The 

f i r s t  t i ne I  wo nt  o ut  o n a dat e was when I  went  t o Oak l and by my s e l f  

i n I X 9 . I  was a l way s a l i t t l e a f r a i d o f  bay s any way , Vi hen I  s t a r t ed 

hous e wor k i h 1940, t her e was a p e r i o d o f  al mos t  t wo y ear s t hat  I  d i d 

not  have any men i n my l i f e . I  was wo r k i ng i n San i r a n c i a o o and I  

d i d n ' t  know any bo dy . I  d i d n ' t  mi s s bo y s t hen but  I  do a l i t t l e now. 

I t  j u s t  c o ês and go es and I  get  f u r i o u s at  t i mes now when I  d o n ' t  go 

o u t . I  want  t o be ar o und boy s t h en . I ' v e a l way s been t  t t r ac t ed t o 

f e l l o ws but  I  h a v e n ' t  had v er y many r eg u l a r  boy f r i e n d s . T h i s i s be-

c aus e I  d i d n ' t  hav e v er y "i any i n t i mat e f r i e n d s as a c h i l d and I  d o n ' t  

know how t o ac t  ye . I t  i s a l s o b i o l o g i c a l . I ' v e been i n l o v e i n and 

out  many t i mes and I ' v e have t h r ee v i o l en t  c r u s h es . No t h i ng ev er  

comes o f  t hem, howe v e r . 

TtT7hen I  was 14 I  d i s c o v er ed t h e ex i s t en c e o f  t he mal e be i ng f o r  

t he f i r s t  t i me. He was 16 and he was a s hy boy a l s o . I  had a t e r r i -

f i c c r as h on hi m but  he wo u l d w v e r  t a l k t o me. F i n a l l y he l oved 

away bef o r e I  ev en got  t o know h i m. I  was p r e t t y hear t -  r o k en . That  

./as when I  f i r s t  bec ame* a l i t t l e c u r i o u s bout  s ex and I  gues s I ' m 

s t i l l  am. I ' v e nec k ed and k i s s ed a l i t t l e b i t  but  I  eke s t i l l  d o n ' t  

know what  t h r i l l  t  l ey get  out  o f  i t . I t ' s v er y d i s p p o i  t i n g and 

embar r as s i ng f o me. 
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" I  t ho ught  a l o t  o f  mar r i age I n t ho s e d a y s , but  I  d o n ' t  t h i a k I  

r r  a l l y t ho ught  o f  I t  i n t e r n s o f  s ex . I t  was j us t  a n a t u r a l  t h i n g t o 

d o , I ' m o l der  now and my v i ewp o i n t s a r e d i f f e r e n t . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k 

t hat  i t  i s a b s o l u t e l y n ec es s a r y . I ' d l i k e t o get  mar r i ed but  I  am 

wi l l i n g t o r ao e t he f ac t  t hat  I  may n ev er  do s o . I ' v e been d i s i l l u -

s i o ned and I ' m a f r a i d o f  i t  now bec aus e i t  i n s o c o mp l i c at ed t o get  

mar r i ed . Gi r l s ar e not  s o emo t i o na l  anyway and we d o n ' t  t h nk o f  i t  

t he sa:a3 wa y s , t he boy s d o . T he g i r l s t h i n k mor e o f  t he i dea l  o f  

mar r i age r a t h e r  t h a n t he p h y s i c a l . 

"Hr  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s d i d not  l np r o v e a t  a l l  a t̂ e r  I  went  t o 

B e r k e l e y . I  had a f ew f r i en ds and t hey wer e n i s e i . I  wo ul d s ay t hat  

my c i r c l e o f  f r i en d s was v er y s ma l l . I ' v e l i v e d so much i n a J apr .nes 

o o nnun i t y t hat  Cau c as i an s wer e s t r anger s t o ne and I  di d not  hav e many 

c o nt ac t s wi t h t hem. When I  s t a r t ed t o wor k I n a homo, I  s t a r t ed t o 

t h i n k mor e o f  r a c i a l  d i f f e r  n o e s . I  us ed t o t h i n k o f  a l l  s o r t s o f  

t h i ngs and wo nder  what  i t  was a l l  abo u t . 

" I  wa s n ' t  I n t e r e s t e d I n p o l i t i c s at  a l l  a l t h o I  J o i ned t he J . c i  

a . t e r  t he war  s t a r t e d . I  j us t  wa s n ' t  p o l i t i c a l  mi nded , at  a l l . I  

t ho ught  mor e about  s uc h t h i n gs as p h i l o s o p h y . I  r emember  I  r ead L i n 

Y u t a n g j s "I mpo r t anc e o f  L i v i n g " a i d t hat  I mpr es s ed ne v er y muchi  I  

l i k e '« par t  wher e i t  d i s c u s s ed l e i s u r e l y l i v i n g and i t " c aut i o ned 

a g a i n s t  l i v i n g a t  t oo f as t  a p ec e . I  d o n ' t  hav e much educ at i o n y et  

but  'm i  i t er es t ed I n p h i l o s o p h y ! I ' v e r ead a l o t  o f  n o v e l s . When I  

was 1G I  s t a r t ed t o r ead det ec t i v e st or i -  s a l o t  and t hen I  went  on t o 

S i n c l a i r  L e wi s , � f t e r  t hat  I  be un t o r c.d l o v e t o r i e s and s o p h i s t i -

c a t e n o v e l s . I ' v e even r ead T r ue Conf  s s l o n s f o : a wh i l e but  I  d i d 

not  c a r e t oo much f o r  t hem. 

" I  n ev er  was a b l e t o e ve any money a t  a l l  and I  d o n ' t  hav e muoh 

o f  a s a v i n g s . My o n l y r e a l  amb i t i o n was t o ge t  mar r i ed but  t h i s was 
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r a t h e r  v agu e . That  I s one o f  t he r  as o ns why I  d i d not  pus h on ray 

p l an s f o r  so o o l . I  f i n a l l y c o t  l i b e r a t e d f r om t h i s i d ea . I  had t o 

go i n t o dom s t i c wor k and t hat  c ut  o f f  a l l  o f  ny c o n t ac t . 
� � 

j j VFher e was n o t h i n g e l s e f o r  an u n t r a i n ed n i s e i  g i r l  t o do i n t ho s e 

day s and I  went  i n t o do mes t i c wor k ev en t ho I  hat ed t he i d e a . ' i her e 

wer e a l o t  o f  n i s e i  g i r l s who wo r k ed on Ci r ant  v e . o r  i n t he ,J a nes e 

l a u n d r i e s but  t h a t  was no good bec aus e t hey d i d not  ru ce ny money .J  

I t  was dur i ng t h i s t i me t hat  I  t ho ught  t hat  i t  was bes t  t o get  a 

c o l ege ed u c a t i o n r a t h er  t han was t e i y t i me. Th t  i r  whi t  ha pens when 

y ou hav e par ent s who wer e ac h o l a r s , but  t hey nev er  o t  any pi -  c e . I  

dr - n't  want  t o be f r u s t r a t ed l i k e t hem. 

" I S v e nev er  bel o nged t o any d e f i n i t e c l u b . The f i r s t  t i me I  ev er  

j o i ned an o g a i l z a t i o n was t he Buddh i s t  c hur c h bec aus e I  nev er  had a 

c hanc e l i k e t hat  b e f o r e . I  went  t o t he Y T meet i ngs i n l o d i  but  I  

d i d not  j o i n i t  bec aus e i t  d i d not  s ee i  i n t e r e t i n -  E no ugh . I  d o n ' t  

hav e any p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n , U n t i l  I  was 18, I  was q u i t e 

a dev o ut  C h r i s t i a n . I  was r e: d i n ' Vn n V i c k e r s " by S i n c l a i r  l o i s 

and I  a l s o r ead no v e l s wh i c h t o l d o f  c o n d i t i o n s i n j a i l . I  h d been 

l i v i n g wi t h a b l i n d f a i t h i n God up t  t hen and t h i s war  t he f i r s t  

t i me t hat  I ' v e o v er  hear d 01 s o c i a l  p r o b l ems , I  c o u l d n ' t  under s t and 

why a God woul d a l l o w s uc h t h i n gs t o e x i s t  and I  c o u l d n ' t  r ec o n c i l e i t  

wi t h t he C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n any mo r e. I  n v er  t ho ught  o f  i t  be f o r e 

and I  us ed t o p r a y f o r  gu i danc e a l l  t he t i me when I  was a C h r i s t i a n . 

I  l o s t  a l l  t hat  a f t e r , I  r ead "Ann V i c k e r s " . 

" I  s t a r t ed t o go t o t he buddh i s t  c hur c h o c c a s i o n a l l y i n L o d i  be-

c aus e I  l i v ed r i g h t  next  do o r  t o t he c h u r c h . I n Ber k e l ey t ho Buddh i s t  

c ?ur ch s en t  me an i  w i  t at  i on t o come so I  wen t . I f  t he Ch r i s t i a n 

c' u r o h hi  d done t he same t h i n * I  wo u l d h v e gone t  e r e . I t  wa s n ' t  

r e l i g i o n t hat  I  was s eek i n g . I  an t ed t o make f r i en d s and s o c i a l  
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c o n t ac t s and t he Buddh i s t  c hur c h gav e me t he o p p o r t u n i t y . Now I  an 

t h i n k i n g mor e o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y bec aus e t her e a r e n ' t  any Buddh i s t  

chu ch s out  h er e . I  f e e l  a sor t  o f  l a c k o f  s omet hi  v_ . I  wo ul d l i k e 

v er y much t o b e l i ev e i  1 God and hav e a f a i t h but  t  i s i s har d t o 

ac h i ev e bec aus e o f  a l l  t he s o c i a l  p r o bl ems wh i c h e x i s t . I  d o n ' t  know 

what  t o do bout  i t  bec aus e my r eas o n i ng get s i n t he way a l l  t he t i me. 

I t  i s har d t o b e l  eve i n C h r i s t i a n i t y bec aus e I  d o n ' t  want  t o b e l i e v e 

i n » a Heav en o r  He l l . The r e a l  f u n c t i o n o f  r e l i g i o n i s t o t ak e c ar e o f  

t he s p i r i t u a l  needs o f  humani t y and t o show peo p l e a b e t t e r  way t o 

l i v e . I t  a l s o t eac hes mo r al  c o nduc t  and i t  s ho u l d make p eo p l e k i n d e r  

and b r i n g o ut  a l l  o f  t h e i r  b e t t e r  q u e a l i t i e s . but  I  t h i n k t hat  r e l i -

g i o n i s us ed t oo muc h as a n es c ape and I  woul d l i k e t o f a c e t he r e a l i -

t i e s o f  l i f e . S t i l l , I  woul d l i k e t o have t hat  f a i t h no w. I  j u s t  f e e l  

t ho l a c k of  i t  r i g ' i t  now but  I  d o n ' t  know i f  I  woul d g a i n any t h i ng out  

o f  i t  bec aus e I  am not  p a r t i c u l a r l y downc as t  a t  t he moment . I  hav e 

o t h er  pr obl ems t h a t  I  t h i n k abo u t , but  r c l i  i o n w i l l  not  s o l v e t h es e . 

"Mo s t  o f  my l e i s u r e t i me has a l way s been i n r ead i n g . I  d i d n ' t  .o 

t o t he mo v i es t oo o f t e n b e f o r e t he war  but  I  d i d sowa gr eat  d e a l . I  

a l s o p l ay ed br i d, e a l i t t l e b i t  v , i t h t he c o l l e g e n i . ei  I  met  i n Ber -

k e l ey . Us u a l l y I  went  t o t he mo v i es by my s e l f  but  some:t i mes my br o t her  

t o o k me. I  d i d n ' t  go out  danc i ng at  a l l . 

" e l i v e d on Has t e i t . i n Ber k e l ey j us t  be f o r e t h e war  and we had 

t he who l e ho us e by o u r s e l v e s . I  was a l o ne a l o t  but  1 n ev er  f e l t  r e a l  

l o n e l i n e s s u n t i l  I  came out  h e r e . I y mo t her  t aught  J apanes e f l o wer  

ar r angement  wh i l e r ay b r o t h er  wo r k ed as a l aundr y d r i v e r  at  t he As hby 

L aundr y whi c h as owned by a J apanes e man. He hel p d out  wi t h t he 

f  m l y and I  c o n t r i bu t ed f r om my do mes t i c ea r n i n gs a l s o . 

"T he r eas o n I  q u i t  c o l l ege was bec aus e t he f ami l y neeaed my he l p 

a f t e r  dad went  t o J ap an . V;© wer e r  bout  as p o v er t y - s t r i c k en i n t ho s e 
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day s as any bo dy c o ul d b e . / i l l  or  our  s av i ngs r an o u t . Mo t her  f e l t  

v e r y bad l y bec aus e I  had t o g i v e u j  c o l l eg e and she s y mpat h i zed wi t h 

me, but  t her e was n o t h i n g I  c o u l d do abo ut  i t . I  f e l t  i t  was a t Ba-

gedy and I  f e l t  t hat  I  was »mak i ng a g r eat  s a c r i f i c e . I t  was v er y 

f r u s t r a t i n ; and I  was a l i t t l e b i t t e r . 

"Mo s t  o f  t he n i s e i  wer e go i n g t o o o l l e e t ' i en and I  had t o J  s t  

dr op o u t . I  knew t hat  I  wo u l d n ' t  have a c hanc e t o do an y t h i n g but  

housev ,or k and I  hat ed t he I dea o f  bec omi ng condemned t o i t  i n s t ead o f  

go i ng t o sc 100 I l i k e I  want ed t o . f l wa o u a t i o n was a r e l ea s e f o r  me and 

a t ur n f o r  t he b e t t e r . I t  meant  t he d i s r u p t i o n o f  ev er y t h i n f o r  t he 

o t her  J ap- nos e but  f o r  10 i t  meant  t hat  I  wo u l d be f r eed f r o m do mes t i c 

wo r k . 

"Any way , i n J anuar y , 10411 went  t o a J apanes e empl oyment  agenc y i n 

San F r an c i s c o and I  go t  a doner  t i c j o b . I  went  t her e bec aus e I  d i d not  

know how t o get  a j o b and t hey wer e o n l y pay i ng a mont h f o r  domes-

t i c wor k i n t he eas t bay o r  a . I  was l uc k y t o go t  a 50 do mes t i c j o b i n 

t  an F r an c i s c o bec aus e t hat  was a v er y good  ̂age f o r  t hat  s o r t  o f  wor k 

at  t hat  t i me. The wag s have gone up a l o t  s i n c e t he var  br ok e out  and 

now do mes t i c wo r k er s get  f r om .'.75 t o -  100 a mo nt h. But  I  woul d r a t h e r  

t ak e an o f f i c e j o b any t i me at  h a l f  t he wage. J ur  t  h- t ed do mes t i c 

wo r k . I  f e l t  q u i t e c o n s c i o u s o f  be i ng p l ac ed i n a l o wer  s o c i a l  s c a l e . 
( 

I  j us t  r es en t ed i t  when I  c o u l d not  go out  when I  pi «, sed o r  i f  I  had 

t o as k p er mi s s i o n o f  my empl oy er  t o do a n y t h i n g . I  was i  c o s d upon a 

l o t  and t he ho ur s we ye v er y l o n g . I  c oul d not  make any s o c i c l  c o n t ac t s 

at  a l l  and t hi  t  d i d not  h e l p ma t t e r s . 
I n t he meant i me 

" he l d t wo domes t i c j o bs i n San F r a n c i r c o . F i n a l s I  dec i ded t o 

go t o t he So n F r an c i s c o j u n i o r  c o l l e g e i n F eb r u ar y , 1 41 . Vy mo t her  

t ho ught  t hat  t h i s was no t  t he wi s s t  t h i ng f o r  me t o do bec aus e s he 

needed t he moneg f o r  t he " êni of  t hat  I  a u l d al ee i n do mes t i c wo r k . 
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I  en r o l l ed anyway but  I  had t o dr op out  a, t o r  s i x week s . T hat  i s why 

I  c hanged t o my s ec ond domes t i c j o b i n ¿.an F r a n c i s c o bec aus e :y f i r s t  

emp l o y er  had d i s app r o v ed o f  my go i ng t o s c ho o l  wh i l e I  was wo r k i ng 

f u l l  t i me f o r  h i m, and I  had t o qu i t  h i m. n i t e r  t hat  I  j us t  s t ay ed 

i n do mes t i c wor k u n t i l  May , 1941. 

" I  o n l y met  a f ew n i s e i  i n San F r a n c i s c o . T hen my s ec o nd bo s s 

moved eas t  so I  dec i ded t o ;o bac k t o B e r k e l e y . I  o t  a j o b wi t h 

Ches t er  Ho wel l  who was o ne o f  t he ed i t o r s o f  t he San r  r. i c i s o o 

Ch r o n i c l e . I  go t  t he j ob i n h i s home bec aus e I  had met  a n i s e i  g i r l  

who t o l d me o f  t h i s j o b i n Oak l and so I  wont  t o ap p l y . Mos t  f  t he 

n i s e i  - i r i s wer e do i n g do mes t i c wo r k t hen bec aus e t hey c o u l d not  get  

an y t h i n g e l s e and a l o t  o f  t hem r es en t ed i t  t he s a i e way I  d i d . 

"T h e wor k at  Ho we l l ' s was e a s i e r  bec aus e I  d i d not  hav e much 

t o do and I  o n l y had t o c ook f o r  t wo p e o p l e . I ?r . ov/el l  was v er y 

br and mi nded and he was s y mpat het i c t o t he n i s e i . I  nev er  had a c hanc e 

t o t a l k much wi t 1: h i m bec aus e t hey wer e F a t h e r  f o r ma l . I  nev er  go t  

i n t o any deep t a l k s wi t h e i t h e r  o r  Mr s . Ho we l l . Mr . Ho wel l  

was h ar d l y ev er  home bec aus e ho had t o k eep r u s h i n g o v er  t o t he 

Ch r o n i c l e o f f i c e i n c an F r a n c i s c o a l l  t he t i me . 

" I  s t a r t ed t o go t o t he Buddhi  t  c hur c h ag i n i n B e r k e l ey . 

d i d n ' t  know any bo dy t her e bec aus e t her e wer e s o many c o l i c e n i s e i  and 

t hey had not  been at  U . C . v r y l o n g . I  s t i l l  was s hy ar o und f o l l o ws 

t hen l i k e I  am no w. I  had no f u t u r e ambi t i o n and I  was a l i t t l e r e-

s i gn ed t o my s t a t u s . , 

" f e r r i a g e was t he o n l y t h i ng t o l o o k t f o r war d t o i n t he f u t u r e 

a i d t hat  as s l i m t h en . My i deas o f  l i f e wer e not  f o r  u l a t ed y et  and 

I  was j u s t  b eg i n n i n t o be br o adened mor e when my edu c at i o n was i n-

t e r r u p t ed . I  have no t  had t i me t o d i g e s t  \ y own t h i n k i n g t o a f u l l  

degr ee at  t hat  t i me. I  had an i dea t hat  I  wo ul d t r y t o get  bac k t o 
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c o l l eg e when my f a t h e r  got  bac k f r om J ap an , He d i d not  come bac k u n t i l  

j us t  abo ut  t he t i m t he l a s t  boat  came bac k b f o r e t he a r  br o k e o u t . 

I  f e l t  t hat  Dad was t he r e a l  c aus e o f  t h e i  ¿ t er r upt i o n i n my c o l l ege 

edu c at i o n and I  r e o nt ed t hat  a l o t . I  hope t hat  he wi l l  make good 

c o nnec t i o ns i n J apan so t hat  ho c o u l d he l p me . / i t h c o l l e g e , but  when 

he came bac ' : , 1" f  oun i  f i a t  he d i d not  "l ave any s u c c e s s , J ad want ed 

t o s e l l  s c r ap I r o n t o J apan an 1 t r ade i n o t h er  t h i ngs but  t hat  t i me 

t he gover nment  was b e i n g v er y c a r e f u l  abo ut  s uc h t h i n g s . 

" I  had no i dea o f  wher e I  woul d l i k e t o l i v e per manent l y a l t  ho I  

was t h i nk i ng t hat  I  want ed t o l i v e i n t he bay ar ea bec aus e I  l i k e d i t  

b e t t e r  t han b e i n g i n t he s mal l  c o unt r y a r eas t hat  I  had l i v ed i n be-

f o r e . "y j o b at  t he r . o / e l l ' s wa: et  s y , but  I  was s t i l l  v er y r e s t l e s s 

and I  d i d n ' t  hav e eno ugh o t her  t hi ng.*, t o o c c upy my mi nd . Tome p eo p l e 

a r e bo r n t o do ho us ewo r k , but  I  am not  t emper ament al l y f i t t e d f o r  i t . 

ay be I  s ho u l d hav e been a b s o l u t e l y r es i gned and go t t en ma r r i ed , but  

I  d i d n ' t  hav e an y t h i n g t o f a l l  bac k upo n t h en , . eonomi c s c u r i t y 

meant  a g r ea t  dea l  t o me bec aus e I  saw what  unf r apr i nes s i t  c o u l d 

c aus e i n my own f a mi l y . "r ost  o f  t he n i : e i  f e l l o ws we r e not  i n a po s i -

t i o n t o get  mar r i ed t hen anj r wpy bec ause t hey a l l  he l d men i a l  p o s i t i o n s 

i n t he J ar  nes e c ommuni t y , ev en t he c o l l ege g r ad u a t es , 

*'I  s uppos e I  war  a p a t h e t i c i n s p i t e o f  e v e r y t h i n g , and I  was 

r at  i er  c o nt ent ed t o l i v e i n a J ap anes e c ommuni t y . I  f e l t  I  was get -

t i n s u f f i c i e n t  C u c a s i a n oont  c t s wi t h t he wor k I  w; s do i n g . I .ear  

t he end o f  1°41 « w r y t h i n g l o o k ed p r e t t y h o p e l es s f o r  me any way s o I  

i d n ' t  t r y t o t h i i k t oo much bout  i t . 1 he f u t u r e d i d n ' t  l o o k t oo 

b r i g h t j a l t h o I  was c o u n t i n on dad t o get  h i p ex p o r t i n g o f  s er a : i r o n 

s t a r t e d . I  d i d n ' t  t h i n oi  t he war  go i  :: on i n l uar ope and i n Ch i na 

at  a l l . 

"T he Bo wel l s er e v er y c o ns c i o us o f  t her e wor l d pr obl em: and I  



(26), 

I  p i c k ed up a f ew p o i n t s her e and t her e but  t h i s d i d no t  a f f e c t  me 

p e r s o n a l l y , vra<-  seems l i k e s uc h a d i s t a n t  t hi n.- ; and I  d i d n ' t  s ee how 

i t  c o ul d ev er  t o uc h me, I  t  i nk I  had t he Amer i c an a t t i t u d e t owar d 

J a p a n j us t  bef o r e t he wa r , I  t ho ught  t hat  «Tap n was be i ng gr eedy and 

s he wa s n ' t  do i n g t  e r i g h t  t h i n g i n Ch i n a . But  I  a l s o under s t o o d a 

l i t t l e b i t  about  J a p a n ' s n e c e s s i t i e s t o f cor r y t h ex;.> ns i o n t heo r y u t . 

I  gues s I  sot  t h i s f r om my p ar en t s bec aus e I  d i d n t  do any eadi n/ on 

p o l i t i c s , 

" I  f e l t  s o r r y f o r  t h way t i e Ch i nes e wer e be i n g t r eat ed by t he 

J ap anes e . "ay be I  was s e n s i t i v e but  I  d i d no t  l i l - ce t he J apanes e 

p eo p l e . T h i s was bec aus e o f  n ex p er i en c e I  had so e mont hs bef o r e 

t he war . At  t h i s t i me I  r o t  a pr  t t y good p i c t u r e o f  what  t he J apan-

es e s ' i l o r s and s o l d i e r s wer e l i k e . I  went  t o v i s i t  t he J ap nes e 

Nav a l  t r a i n i n g s h i ps t  i  t  had c one i n t o : an ¿ ' r a n d s co Bay . The J apan-

es e s a i l o r s on t he bo at  wer e s o r ude t o t he n i s e i  women. They a l s o 

had some J ap anes e mov i ng p i c t u r e s a i d I  t ho ught  t hey wer e v u l ga r  and 

t h i s s o e k e d me q u i t e a b i t . T he J apanes e s a i l o r s had s uc h an i n-

d e l i c a t e s ens e o f  humor  t hat  i t  r ev o l t ed me. They showed s c i t s a l s o 

wh i c h g l o r i f i e d t he her o i c b r uy enes s o f  t he J ap«.nese s a i l o r s ay a 

s o l d i e r s . They wer e t augh t  t hat  l i f e had no v a l u e and t hey wer e wi l l -

i ng t o be s u i c i d e s . They shewed a mov i e o f  a J ap l es e s o l d i e r  c ar r y -

i a ; dy nami t e and bl o wi ng h i ms e l J  up so t hat  t he A m y coul d r  dv an c e . 

T hey s a i d t hat  i t  was d i s g r ac e t o be c ap t ur ed l i v e i n b a t t l e . T he 

J apanes e s a i l o r s «.n t hat  t r a i n i n s h i p a l l  had t h i s a t t i t u d e and I  

s uppo s e I  f e l t  s o r r y f o r  t h m. I t  was so d i f f e r î t  f r o n r ay way o f  

t l i n ' c i n ; and I  c o u l d not  s ee t h'. s ens e o f  l̂ o r j r f y i n& a c ount r y i d 

e i v i n c l i f e up i n a s u i c i d a l  a t t emp t . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t hat  l i f e had 

any meani ng at  a l l  f o r  t hes e J ap anes e s a i l o r s . I  s uppo s e t he t h i n e 

t hat  I  r e e i t e d mor e t han t hat  v.as t h e r ude way Ln wh i c h t hey s pok e 

t o t he n i s e i  g i r l  ho c ne t o v i s i t  t h t r  i n i i g s h i p . 
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" I  d i d n f t  ev en know t hat  a war  was c o n i ng o n . I  d i d n ' t  know 

t hat  t her e was t hat  much t r o ub l e as I  h; d no t  been r ea d i n g t he 

news paper s o r  l i s t e n i n g t o t he r ad i o news v er y nuc h . On Deo . 7t h , 

ny br o t her s and I  wer e s i t t i n g ar o und t he h o u s e . I t  was t hen t hat  

we hear d o v er  t he r a d i o t hat  Hawa i i  was bo nbed. I  was s u r p r i s ed . 

The i mpac t  o f  i t  d i d n ' t  h i t  me a t  a l l . I  d i d n ' t  r ea l i  se f t hat  i t  was 

r e a l l y abo ut  or  what  i t  woul d mean t o me. I  wa s n ' t  v r y e x c i t e d , 

I  d o n ' t  t h i n k . I t  i s a l l  t o haz y f o r  me no w. I  d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e 

f u l l y t hat  i t  was war  u n t i l  t he next  d ay . I t  d i d n ' t  h i t  me t oo har d 

t hen e i t h e r . 

" I n Ber k e l ey i t  was p r e t t y q u i et  a l l  t he t i me and we d i d not  

hav e any wi l d ex c i t ement s bec aus e t her e was no J ap; ne. e cor i mu l i t y 

t h e r e . I  s uppo s e we wer e ex c i t ed l i k e t he o t h er  p e o p l e , but  no t  be-

c aus e o f  be i n g J ap an es e . I  d o n ' t  r emember  how I  r e a c t e d , t o t e l l  

t he t r u t h , I  gues s I  must  have been p r e t t y s hoc k ed l i k e t he r es t  

o f  t he p eo p l e , but  i t  i s no t  a v i v i d memor y t o n e . L a t e r  on my dad 

go t  a f r a i d t hat  he woul d be p i c k ed up by t he F B I . The F B I  d i d cone 

t wi c e t o o ur  hous e but  dad had good c r e d e n t i a l s so t h t  t hey d i d not  

t ak e hi m i n . 

"A f t e r  Dec . 7t h , I  hear d some r umor s a' out  F i l i p i n o s k i l l i n g 

t he J apanes e and I  was mor e h o r r i f i e d and s ho c k ed by t hat  t han t he 

news o f  P ea r l  Har bo r . I  s uppo s e t hat  was bec aus e i t  was c l o s er  t o 

me. I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t oo ap p r ehens i v e s i nc e t h: r e wer e not  v er y many 

F i l i p i n o s i n B e r k e l e y . Mr . K o wel l  s a i d t hat  no t h i ng woul d happen 

t o me s o I  d i d n ' t  wo r r y muc h. He was s u r p r i s ed ev en t o t he l a s t  

mi nut e t hat  s uc h a t h i n g as ev ac u i o n c o u l d h ap p en . He d i d not  

t h i n k t hat  i t  was t he r i gh t  t h i n g t o do aga i n s t  Amer i c an c i t i z e n s . 

He wr o t e q u i t e a f ew a r t i c l e s i n t he Ch r o n i c l e wh i c h was aga i ns t  

ev- .cui  t i o n . l i e ev en h d a c ommi t t ee t o t r y and s t o p i t , but  i t  was 
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no u s e . I t  s u r p r i s ed ne a l o t  bec aus e Mr . Ho wel l  us ed t o bo so 

an t i - J ap an es e . I  gues s he c hanged f o r  t he b e t t e r  and he d i d wr i t e 

a l o t  o f  good p i ec es abo ut  t h e n i s e i  i n t he p ap er . 

" I  r e a l l y d i d n f t  t h i n k at  a l l  abo ut  how 1 wo ul d be a f f e c t e d . I  

j us t  t hought  t hat  - I 'd go a l o n g on t he same o l d way and t h t  t h i ngs 

woul d no t  c hange v er y muc h. I  d i d n ' t  s ee how i t  c o u l d n f r eo t  me at  

a l l  bec aus e I  was a g i r l . That  i s why I  j us t  went  on wi t h ny wo r k . 

My r e l a t i o n s wi t h t he f ami l y d i d no t  c hange e i t h e r . I ty b r o t h er  hod 

t he f u l l  r e s p o n s i b l i t y s i n c e h e had been home mor e t han I . The 

f ami l y bank ac c ount  was put  i n h i s name when dad whe« went  t o J apan 

and what  l i t t l e money we h ad l e f t  was . s t i l l  i n h i s name so t hat  o ur  

money d i d not  get  f r o z en at  a l l . My s t a t u s was not  c hanged at  a l l . 

I  went  home when c o u l d and i t  go t  mor e e x c i t i n g when t hey had a l l  

t hos e b l ac k o ut s and a i r  r a i d wa r n i n g s . The war  seemed much mor e 

c l o s e r  t hen 

and X r e a l l y ex pec t ed t hat  t he J apanes e wer e : oi i xg t o 

i nv ade C a l i f o r n i a p r e t t y s o o n. ¿ 11 o f  t he nf cwp&per s s a i d t hat  t h i s 

was what  was go i ng t o happen . I t  was k i n d o f  s c ar y t h en . 

, r  hen t he F B I  s t a r t ed t o r ound up a l l  o f  t he A s s e i k , I  s o r t  

o f  expec t ed my f a t h e r  t o be t ak en bec aus e I  t ho u ht  t hey had f o und 

out  abo ut  h i s i deas f o r  ex p o r t i n g s c r ap i r o n and o t her  t h i n gs t o 

J ap an . He n ev er  d i d t h i s , but  he d i d have t he p l an . h en I  went  

home o n ny day s o f f , I  a l way s expec t ed t hat  ny f a t h e r  woul d hav e 

been t a :en awr y i n t he «eant i me. I  was v er y s u r p r i s ed when I  a l way s 

f o und h i m s t i l l  at  h o ne . I t  wo u l d n ' t  hav e mr .de uc h d i f f e r e n c e t o 

us bec aus e ny f a t h e r  wa s n ' t  wo r k i n g . He wa s n ' t  t i e f i n a n c i a l  sup-

po r t  o f  t he f ami l y t hen as ny b r o t h e r  and I  wer e c o n t r i b u t i n g most  

o f  t he money . That  i s why my f a t h e r ' s i n t er nment  wo u l d n ' t  have 

c hanged t he f ami l y c i r c ums t anc es any at  a l l . 

" I  r ead t he J ap an es e Amer i c an news paper  mor e t han bef o r e and I  
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f o l l o wed a l l  o f  t he news c a r e f u l l y , I  nev er  r ead t he J apane e paper  

so much be f o r e . I t  was wr i t t en i n J apanes e t oo so t hat  ny par ent s 

wer e ab l e t o f o l l o w t he l a t es t  t h i n gs l i k e a l i e n r eg i s t r a t i o n an a l l  

t hose r e s t r i c t i o n s t hey had . They wer e not  a l l o wed t o go near  cer -

t a i n p l ac es and t hey c o ul d not  go mor e t han & mi l es f r om t he ho s e . 

That  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r en c e at  a l l  bec aus e ny f o l k s s t ay ed h o ; e 

a l o t  any way . They d i d n ' t  have a l o t  o f  J apanes e f r i en ds i n Be k el ey 

30 t hat  t hey h»¥ nev er  had gone out  v i s i t i n g v er y muoh. They s t uc k 

t o t he home mor e a l l  t he t i me. 

T h e n t he r es t r i c t i o n s s t ar t ed t o cone t o t he n i s e i , I  sor t  o f  

t hought  t hat  I  woul d nev er  get  a chance t o go t o c o l l ege anymo e . 

That  i s why I  s t opped t h i nk i ng t bo ut  s c h o o l . I  t hought  t hat  I  w ul d 

have t o c o nt r i but ed t o t he f ami l y mor e t han ev er  bef o r e bee-  u e a 

l o t  o f  t he i s s e i  wer e l o s i n g j obs and I  knew t hi .t  ny f a t her  woul d not  

be ab l e t o get  ano t her  j o b e a s i l y . 1'y br o t her  c o nt i nued t o wor k at  

t he J apanes e l aundr y as bef o r e s i nc e t he F BI  d i d not  c l o s i t  up 

l i k e t  ey c l o s ed a l o t  of  t he o t her  J apane e b u s i n es s es . 

" I t  was dur i ng t h i s t i me t hat  I  got  i n t o a l o t  o f  t r o ub l e on 

ac c ount  o f  a f a l s e r umor . J un i c h i  Nak as h i na s ent  a r epo r t  t o t he 

Ni c h i be i  and he s a i d t hat  I  got  mar r i ed . A l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  wer e 

get t i ng mar r i ed t hen and J un i c 1 d i d n ' t  ev en c hec k up wi t h me t o 

f i n d i f  I  hed r aa l l y go t t en mar r i ed or  no t . I t  war  put  r i ght  i n t he 

E ng l i s h s ec t i o n and my mot her  r ea l y got  s u r p r i s ed . he t hought  

t hat  I  had s ec r e t l y , mar r i ed and she d i d not  appr ove o f  t h i s . She 

got  v er y ups et  and t her e wer e a l o t  of  s c enes . I t  was so embar r as s -

i n g . Go l l y , you know how go s s i p s pr eads ar ound among t he J ap anes e, 

The b o y ' s par en t s wn e p r et t y ex c i t ed t oo and t hey sent  a l o t  o f  

l e t t e r s up t o t h e i r  s on t o f i n d out  what  i t  v/as a l l  abo ut . I t  was 

p r et t y embar r ass i n? ; f o r  hi m t o o . Ther e was never  any p l ans o f  
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mar r i ag e . I  o n l y knew t he boy To r  a s ho r t  t i mo and we wer e J us t  

f r i e n d s . My mo t her  was so u p s e t  t hat  s he demanded t he news paper  t o 

make r e t r a c t i o n and t h i s was do ne . J u n i c h i  was v er y s o r r y f o r  a l l  

t h e t r o u b l e he c au s ed . I  wa s n ' t  mad at  h i m but  at  t hat  t i  e I  d i d 

no t  t h i n k he d i d t he wi s e t h i n g . The b o y ' s p ar en t s s t i l l  d i d no t  

b e l i e v e i t  so t hat  t hey made hi m come home f r om c o l l ege r i ght  away . 

Ev en a f t e r  I  went  t o camp, i t  was embar r as s i ng bec aus e a l o t  o f  

p eo p l e t hought  I  was mar r i ed . 

"When t he f i r s t  ev o u a t i o i  n o t i c es came f o r  c e r t a i n a r e a s , l i k e 

v a i l e J  o and ar o und t he at er i ' r ont  o f  ¿ an F r a n c i s c o , o ur  f ami l y di s -

c us s ed a l i t t l e b i t  about  v o l u n t a r y ev a c u a t i o n . e t ho ught  t h.'t  

l aybe we c o ul d go t o Co l o r ado bec aus e we had been t her e bef o r e and 

my f a t h e r  knew a f ew peo p l e t h e r e . Y7e d i d not  hove ny p l an s r e a l l y 

and we c o u l d n f t  go anyway bec aus e we d i d not  hav e enough money . 

F i n a l l y we f i g u r ed t h a t  t h i n gs wer e t o o u n s e t t l ed anyway and t her e 

was no s u r e J ob i n Co l o r ado f o r  any o f  u s . W© dec i ded t hat  i t  wo ul d 

be i mp r ac t i c a l  t o go up t her e and none o f  u s had a J o b , That  i s why 

we dr o pped t h i s p l a n . 

"'.Yhen t i e r umor s about  t he r e a l  ev ac uat i o n o f  a l l  t he J ap anes e 

s t a r t e , I  dec i ded t o qu i t  wor k 4n s p i t e o f  t he f ac t  t hat  Mr . Ho wel l  

s a i d t hat  i t  wo u l d n ' t  happen t o t he n i s e i . He was a l l  f o r  democ r ac y 

and he t ho ught  t hat  i t  was p r et t y u n j u s t  t o move Amer i c an c i t i z e n s 

away f r om t h e i r  h o $es . I  q u i t  eny - ay bec aus e I  j us t  d i d not  f ee l  

l i k e wo r k i ng m y moi 'e. I  t ho ught  t i  t  t he ev c uat i o n woul d come 

p r e t t y f a s t . I  v o l un t eer ed t o h e l p t he Ber k e l ey J i .CL r eg i s t e r  t h e i r  

member s s i n c e t h e i r  o f f i c e was r i gh t  down t he s t r eet  f r om my h o u s e . 

I t  was b e t t o r  t h an s i t t i n ar o und my hous e a l l  day not  do i ng i  n y t h i n g 

T he Ber k e l ey J ACL t o l d a l l  o f  t h e J ap anes e t o r eg i : t e r  wi t h t hem 

bec aus e t hen t hey wo ul d be c l a r ed wi t h t he Ber k e l ey p o l i c e depar t ment . 
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The J ACL gav e out  a c ar d and t hey s a i d t hat  a l l  o f  t he J ap anes e who 

r eg i s t e ed l i k e t  i s wi t h t hen wo u l d hav e no s u s p i c i o n u on t hem at  

a l l . They t hought  t hat  t he n i s e i  and ev en t he i s s e i  wo ul d be a l l o wed 

t o come bac k r i g h t  away and t h i s c ar d woul d i l e a r  thor n wi t h t he F B I . 

T hey t ook o ur  f i n g e r  p r i n t s and ev en a p i c t u r e o f  u c . T h a t  i s why 

ev er y bo dy r e g i s t e r e d wi t h e t he J  CL . They c har ged 50 c en t s f o r  t he 

p i c t u r e and h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n c c r d . I h e J  i CL a l s o pas s ed o ut  mi meo-

gr aphed b u l l e t i n s t o t e l l  a 1 o u t  t he l a t e s t  ev ao u at i o n news and ev er y -

body r eo d t h a t . T hey a l s o he l p ed r ome o f  t he peo p l e t o p a c k . 

" I  J us t  t o o k t he ev o uo t i o n i n a c al m way . I  was c o nd i t i o ned t o 

i t  by t he t i me i t  f i n a l l y oame. I  was c o nd i t i o ned t o t h i s f ac t  be-

c aus e o f  a l l  t he r umor s t hat  went  ar ound and bec aus e we had t o wai t  

f o r  s uc h a l o ng t i i e i n s us pens e so t hat  i t  was not  s uc h a g e-  t  

s hoc k .hen t he day f o r  mo v i ng f i n l l y d i d come. I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k eva-

c u a t i o n was r i g h t , but  I  wa s n ' t  angr y o r  emo t i o na l l y u p s e t . I  d i d n ' t  

f ef cl  t hat  i t  was s uc h a c r i me e i t h e r  bec aus e I  knew t hat  t he gov er n-

ment  mus t  hav e had a r eas o n f o r  do i ng i t . Many o f  t he J apanes e s a i d 

t ho t  i t  was f o r  t h e i r  own p r o t ec t i o n so t hat  t hey s ho u l d c o o p er a t e . 

I  gues s I  was j u s t  f a t a l i s t i c abo ut  ev er y t h i n g l i k e I  u s u a l l y am. 

"When ev er y bo dy s t a r t ed t o get  r eady f o r  t he ev ac u a t i o n , I  go t  

i n t o o o nt ao t  mor e wi t h t he J ap anes e communi t y t han o v er  b e f o r e . I  

met  a l o t  o f  peo p l e bec aus e I  he l p ed t he J ACL r e g i s t e r  t hem. e a l l  

f e l t  c l o s e r  becaus-  we a l l  had t he same t h i ngs h ap p en i n g t o us so 

t hat  i s w'i y i t  was et  s i e r  t o meet  a l o t  o f  6t h e r  n i s e i . I t  was eas y 

t o t a l k about  t he ev ac uat i o n beaaus e t hat  was t he t o p i c ev er y bo dy was 

t a l k i n g about  i n t ho s e day s . 

n~'y f ami l y d i d not  hav e t o o ' muc h t o do i n o r der  t o p r epar e f o r  

t he e v a l u a t i o n . I ty f a t h e r  was q u i t e £ond o f  ga r den i n g and he had 

some v a l u ab l e p l an t s t hat  he had t o d i s p o s e o f . l i e dec i d d t o g i v e 
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tho- i  a l l  away t o Cauc si r  n f r i e n d s . The - urny had a l r ead y t ak en o v er  

o ur  s ho r t  wave r a d i o , but  our  next  do o r  n e i gh bo r  k ep t  o ur  gun f o r  u s . 

Vie wer e q u i t e f r i e n d l y wi t h t he nex t  do o r  nan bec aus e he was a gar -

dener  t oo and he us ed t o t a l k t o dad abo ut  p l an t s a l o t  o v er  t he 

bac k f en c e . We s o l d a l l  o f  our  f u r n i t u r e bec aus e i t  was p r et t y o l d . 

T he was h i n g mac h i ne , a c o up l e o f  ood beds and some o t her  ho us eho l d 

go o ds wer e s t o r es wi t h t he go v er nment . My f a t h e r  s o l d our  r e f r i ge r -

a t o r . The who l e t h i n g was not  v er y c o mp l i c at ed at  a l l . V/e nev er  d i d 

hav e t oo much s t u f f  bec aus e v/e had moved ar o und t he c ount  r .r  a l o t  and 

e had no t  ac c umul at ed a l o t  o f  t h i n g s . We d i d not  hav e .any l i f e 

i n s u r anc e p o l i c y o r  p r o per t y t o t ak e car e o f . Our  hous e was r en t ed 

and we j us t  moved o u t . We l e f t  a s mal l  bank ac c o unt  i n t he Ber k e l ey 

bank bec aus e we d i d not  t h i n k we wo u l d be ab l e t o us e money i n c amp. 

" I  had no c o nc ep t i o n o f  w i at  camp l i f e woui a l i ke.. I  

t hat  ev ao u t i o n wo ul d hur r y up and co ie bec aus e I  c o u l d not  s t and 

t he a i t i n g p e r i o d . I t  was s uc h an awf u l  s us pens e and I  wo r r i ed 

about  when i t  woul d ev er  come. A f t e r  we go t  t h r u wi t h a l l  o f  t he 

p a c k i n g , I  s t a r t ed t o make some c l o t h es - er  my s e l f  i n o r der  t o 

o c c upy my t i me. T her e wer e a c o up l e o f  g i r l s I  was f r i e n d l y v.i t h so 

I  v i s i t e d t hem c u i t e f r eq u en t l y . Some o f  t he c o l l ege n i s e i  came o v er  

t o v i s i t  me o c c a s i o n a l l y , but  mos t  o f  t hem had a l r ead y l e f t  f o r  t h e i r  

home and t  'er e wer e o n l y a f ew t  r o und . T her e was a b i g f a r e we l l  

p ar t y at  a Ch i nes e chop s uey p l ac e and about  15 n i s e i  a t t en d ed . "e 

d i d n f t  t a l k t oo much abo ut  what  was go i ng t o happen bec aus e we d i d 

not  k now. I  wa s n ' t  t oo c l o s e t o t hat  gr oup anyway bec aus e I  s t i l l  

d i d not  hav e any i n t i m t e f r i en d s y e t . 

"Du r i n g o i l  t h i s t i me , I  d i d n ' t  ev en t h i n k o f  t he f u t u r e at  a l l . 

I  was q u i t e ap at h et i c abo ut  e v e r y t h i n g , exc ept  t hat  I  as anx i o us f o r  

t he ev ac u a t i o n t o o o #e. The wai  i n p er i o d was t he gr eat es t  s t r a i n 



and I  d i d no t  l i k e i t . That  i s why I  went  on ahead t o Topau l a t e r  

on i n an adv anc e gr o up . That  i s why I  a l s o was one o f  t he f i r s t  t o 

r e s e t t l e , And t hat  i s why I  came out  her e a f t e r  t h a t . I  d i d n ' t  

know what  i t  was t hat  made me want  t o go ahead a l l  t he t i me. I  

d i d n ' t  hav e any d e f i n i t e p l a n s o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  p l ac e t o go t o . I t  

was j us t  t hat  I  got  o i mp at i en t  and r e s t l e s s and I  hav e been t hat  

way ev e r  s i n c e . 

" I  f e l t  t hat  I  was b e i n g pus hed i n mor e wi t h t he J apo nes o but  I  

d i d no t  f e e l  t h i s a c u t e l y . I  c a n ' t  r emember  i f  I  was b i t t e r  t hough 

I  t h i n k I  was i n some way s r e s e n t f u l . I  was s t i l l  l o y a l  t o Amer i c a 

bec aus e I  f e l t  we owed o ur  educ at  on t o t h i s c o unt r y and the r e was no 

q u es t i o n abo ut  i t . I  a l s o f e l t  s y p a t h et i c t o war ds t he J apanes e com-

muni t y bec aus e t  ey wo r e be i n g up r o o t ed . I  r e a l i z e d t hot  a l o t  o f  

t hem had s pent  t h e i r  who l e l i v e s b u i l d i n g u ? what  t hey h d � nd a l l  

o f  t h i s v/as su den l y swgpt  away . 

W I  s t i l l  had a l o t  o f  i d e a l s about  t he J apanes e peo p l e ns a 

r ac e . I  a l way s t hou ht  t hat  t hey had s u p er i o r  i n t eg r i t y and h o n es t y . 

I  t ho ught  o f  t hem as b e i n g a s o r t  o f  s upr eme peo p l e a p a r t . I  d i d not  

t h i n k o f  t hem as human l i k e t he Cau c as i an . The J apanes e h d nev er  

go t t en ar r e t ed much bec aus e t hey wer e l aw- ab i d i n g , I  had a l way s 

been t o l d t hot  t he J apanes e wer e v er y ho nes t  and i n e l l i  ent  peo p l o 

her e and t hat  t hey n ev er  c aus ed any t r o u b l e wi t h t he l aw. I  d i d n * t  

know t he r e a l  J apanes e peo p l o u n t i l  I  went  t o camp. Then I  saw a l l  

o f  t he pet t y J e l o u s i e s and t he go s s i p t hat  went  ar o und. I  r e a l i z e d 

f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me t hen t hat  t he J ap anes e p eo p l e we e p r i mi t i v e t o o , 

I  f o und out  t hot  t he J apanes e p eo p l e d i d no t  havo a l l  t he s up er i o r  

v i r t u e s as I  b e l i e v e d . They h a d "a bad s i de t o t hem j us t  l i k e o t her  

p eo p l e . I t  was a l i t t l e d i s i l l u s i o n i n g t o f i n t hat  t hey wer e not  so 

e x c e p t i o n a l . I  had hear d t hat  t hey wer e so h no s t  and t h r i f t y and I  
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c e r t a i n l y d i d f i n d out  d i f f e r e n t l y . I t  was a l l  o v er - r a t ed . 

" I  t hought  t hat  t he peo p l e o f  J a p a n wer e t ho s ane way t oo be-

c aus e o u r  par en t s had cone f r om t h e r e . I  us ed t o f e e l  s o r r y f o r  

Ch i na and I  d i d no t  t h i n k t hat  J ap an was do i ng r i g h t . But  t hen , i n 

t he f ami l y d i s c u s s i o n my dad s a i d t hat  J apan had t o exp: nd bec aus e 

t h e feest er n n a t i o n s wer e f o r c i ng her  t o do t h i s by not  g i v i n g her  r aw 

ma t e r i a l s . He s a i d t h a t . t h e wes t er n n a t i o n s d i d no t  want  J apan t o 

become a f i r s t  c l a s s n * t i o n # I  d i d n ' t  have v er y many o p i n i o n s at  a l l  

t bout  J ap an and I  was on t he f  er ur  , I  t ho u ht  t hat  J ap an was a power -

f u l  r ac e and t hat  i s why t he J apanes e peo p l e wo r e r es p ec t ed h e r e . 

Ot h er wi s e , t he Cau c as i an s wo ul d ho v e l o o k ed down upon us as l o wer  t han 

t he : i l i p i n o s and Negr o es and we wo ul d hav e r ec e i v ed ev en h a r s h er  

t r eat ment  t hat  what  we d i d , 

" I n s p i t e o f  t hes e t ho ught s I  p e r s o n a l l y d i d no t  f ee l  any i den-

t i f i c t i o n wi t h J a p a n . I  d i d no t  wi s h t hat  ny p ar en t s had nev er  c one 

o v er  h e r e o r  an y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . I  j us t  t o o k i t  f o r  g r an t ed t hat  I  

was a par t  o f  t h i s c o unt r y a l t h o I  was a l i t t l e bewi l der ed about  what  

was happeni ng and I  had some do u bt s . I t  was a l l  t o o deep f o r  me any -

way s o I  d i d not  l o s e any s l eep o v er  i t . 

"On A p r i l  29 we f i n a l l y s t a r t ed t o go t o T a n f o r a n . U'e met  up by 

t h e c hur c h and i t  was a d t l z ; l i n g day t hat  mo r n i ng . T her e was© a l o t  

o f  peo p l e a l l  c r owded ar o und t he c hur c h and ev er y bo dy was s o r t  o f  

e x c i t e d . The i s s e i  v?er e a l l  p r et t y q u i et  t hough and t r y had t o k eep 

t h e l i t t l e c h i l d r en f r o m g e t t i n g s ep a r a t ed . I  was c u r i o us and I  , e l t  

t hat  i t  was a l l  s o s t r ange t hat  I  c o u l d not  hav e any d e f i n i t e r e a c t i o n 

at  n i l . I t  was j us t  l i k e g o i n on a l o ng t r i p . T her e wer e s o l d i e r s 

a l l  ar o und t he bus s es and he c hur c h but  t hey t r ea t ed us wi t h r e s p e c t . 

The c hur c h p eo p l e wer < v er y k i nd and t hey gav e us some t hi n1;: ar m t o 

eat  be f o r e we bo ar ded t he Gr eyhound bus s es wh i c h wer e l i n ed up o u t s i d e . 
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They a l s o gav e us l uhc hes t o eat  on t he way do wn, Ev er y bo dy as k i nd 

t o us and i t  was so s ad . Not  many o f  t he J apanes e o r i ed t h o . I  ome 

Cau c as i an f r i e n d s came down i n s p i t e o f  t he r a i n t o see t h e i r  J anan-

es e f r i e n d s o f f  and t h? t  was r a t h e r  t o uc h i  ng. I  c o u l d n ' t  under s t and 

who i t  was t hi  t  hat ed us so much bec aus e a l l  o f  t he Cauc as i an peo p l e 

and ev en t he s o l d i e r s wer e k i nd t o us and t hey n ev er  c a l l e d us "»J aps" 

o r  bl amed us f o r  t he war . I  d i d n ' t  hav e t oo much t i me t o t h nk o f  

t hes e t h i n gs bec aus e i t  was a l l  o v er  p r et t y f a s t . 

"T he bus s es o n l y t ook abo ut  h-  I f  ho ur  t o t ak e us t o T a n f o r a n . 

I t  wa: qu i t e a no v e l t y bec aus e I  had nev er  s een t h i s r ac et r ac k b e f o r e . 

I t  was not  t oo har d f o r  me t o s l i p away f r o m t ho pas t  bec aus e I  was 

us ed t o mov i ng ar o und t o d i f f e r e n t  pi -  c es any way . I t  was a l i t t l e 

d i s a p p o i n t i n g t hat  we d i d not  have a l o n g e r  t r i p a f t e r  a l l  t hat  sus -

pens e and wa i t i n g . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  r e a l i z e d how s e r i o u s t he ev ac ua-

t i o n was and how wr ong i t  was f o r  us t o be moved t hat  way . I  f e l t  

mor e i nc o nv en i enc ed by b e i n g as k ed t o l eav e B e r k e l e y . 

" I t  was mi s er ab l e when I  go t  t o T an f o r an i n t he bu s . T her e wer e 

a l o t  o f  peo p l e s t a n d i n g ar ound t he g r ands t ands t o s t a r e at  t he new-

c omer s . A l o t  o f  t ho n i s e i  boys wer e r unn i ng ar ound t o h t l p v i t h t he 

baggage. My f i r s t  v i o l en t  r e a c t i o n was at  t he mess h a l l  wher e I  a t e 

my f i r s t  mea l . The f o o d was t e r r i b l e and a l l  o f  t he p eo p l e k ept  

pus h i n i n t he l i n e l i k e gr e dy p i g s . T h i s was t he f i r s t  t i  e t hat  

I  f e l t  ac u t e l y s o r r y f o r  my s e l f  and I  want ed t o know how suc h t h i n g s 

c o ul d h ap p en . T h i s ,was a wo r s t  r eac t  on t han go i ng i n t o t ho camp 

t hat  f i r s t  day . I t  was p o u r i n g a l l  day l o ng and t hat  was our  f t aj or  

c o nc er n . We hod t o get  out  b ggage and i t  was a l l  soa i n c . T h* mud 

was a l l  ar o und t he p l ac e and t her e wer e no r o ads b u i l t  y e t . We wer e 

i n one o f  t he new bar r ac k s so t hat  we d i d not  get  so muddy . Ho wev er , 

we had t o wa l k t h r u some p udd l es i n o r der  t o get  t o i t . " 
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F o l l o wi n g ar e a f ew e x e e p p t : o f  l e t t e r s whi c h Y u r i  s en t  du r i ng 
t he i n i t i a l  per i o d at  T an f o r an and i t  r e f l e c t s some of  her  i mpr es s -
i o ns wh i c h i n d i c a t e mor e a f e e l i n g o f  n o v e l t y r a t h er  t han b i t t e r n e s s 

E xc er p t s f r om l e t t e r s c omi ng out  o f  T a n f o r a n . None o f  

t h m̂ hi  vo d a t e s , 

"T i me mar c hes i n en n ab l y f o r wa r d , ond ev en t he mos t  seem-

i ng l y d i s t a n t  da t e comes t o p as s s o o ner  o r  l a t e r , And so i t  i s 

t hat  we f i n d o u r s e l v es her e i n camp ex p e r i en c i n g t he r e r l i t y o f  

i t  a f t e r  many week s o f  s p ec u l a t i o n o v er  i t . Hoa i s i t  l i k e ? 

" e l l , a t  f i r s t  i t  seemed al mo s t  u n b ea r  b l e . .oS we oame on t he 

wo r s t  p o s s i b l e o f  d a y s , i n d i s ma l  p o u r i ng r a i n . Our  f i r s t  

c o nt ac t  wi t h camp l i f e was a n y t h i n g out  enc o i r o d n "'a go t  

o f f  t he bu s es and r e g i s t e r e d , t hen we wer e l e d t h r o ugh t he 

downpour  t o an apar t ment  c o n s i s t i n g o f  a s i n g l e l a r g e r oom. 

Ver , l i k e l y y ou er e o c c upy i ng a s i mi l a r  domi c i l e; s o I  wo n ' t  go 

i n t o d e t a i l s abo ut  i t  " 

" I t  was wi t h p l eas u r e t hat  I  r ec e i v ed y o ur  k i nd 1 t t e r . 

I  do ho pe t hat  y ou hav e been we l l  du r i n g t he i n t e r v a l  t hat  has 

e l a p s e ' s i n c e . 

"A l t h o u h t her e i s much s p ec u l a t i o n ana a l l  s o r t s o f  

r umor s f l y i n g a r o u n d , wc hav e not  as y et  r ec e i v ed d e f i n i t e wor d 

as t o wher e o r  when we s h a l l  go f r om h e r e , ' o we v e r , s i n c e mos t  

o f  t he o t her  a s ec b l y c ent er s hav e been o r  a r e be i n g r e l o c a t e d , 

no doubt  o ur  t ur n >111 com bef o r e I o n . 

" I n t he mes- nt i me l i f e go es on much t he same as b e f o r e . 

I f t e r  t he f i r s t  day s o f  g e t t i n � a d j u s t e d , l i v i n her e has 

s e t t l ed f o r  t he most  o f  us i n t o t he mat t er  o f  r o u t i n e t hat  

l i v i n / l o ng eno ugh i n any one p l a c e i n e v i t a b l y i x c G$e s . 

" I  am wor l ei n �, as my f a t h e r  may h-  vo ment i o ned , as c l e r k 
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i n one o f  t he o f f i c e s h e r e . T he wor k we ar e engaged i n h as t o 

do wi t h a WCCA p r o j ec t  and c o n s i s t s o f  maki ng a mas t er  f i l e f o r  

a l l  t he ev?;cu t i o n c en t e r s . F o r  ev er y i n d i v i d u a l  r eg i s t e r ed wo 

r âke out  a c ar d and f i l e i t  away so t hat  any i n f o r mat i o n abo ut  

h i m c un be r e a d i l y f o und . The wor k i s ex t r emel y i n t e r es t  i n , 

and as t her e a r e abo ut  a hundr ed ana t went y peo p l e empl oyed on 

t he same p r o j e c t , my c i r c l e o f  ac q u a i n t an c es hi  s wi dened con-

s i d e r a b l y , 

"L a s t  Sunday t her e was a l i t t l e c er emony her e t o c e l eb r a t e 

t he c o mp l et i o n o f  a l a k e wh i c h had been u n d er  c o n s t r u c t i o n by 

some o f  o ur  c i v i c - mi nded men ev e r  s i n c e t h e i r  : i r s t  day s h e r e . 

The band p l ay ed and t he u s u a l  s p eec hes wor e ?nade. Then t he 

b r i dge was o f f i c i a l l y opened by a l i t t l e band o f  wh i t e - ha i r ed 

men o v er  s ev en t y , who r  c e i v ed t he p r i v i l e g e o f  wa l k i n g o v er  i t  

be f o r e any one e l s e , 

"T h i s l ak e was t he o u t s t an d i n g i mpr ovement  t hat  t he 

J ap: nes e her e have made her e at  T an f o r an . V/hen we f i r s t  a r r i v ed 

t he si - l e o f  t he l ak e was o n l y an u n a t t r a c t i v e , dt i ed- up h o l e 

i n t he g r o u n d . The men b u i l t  up i t s s i d e s , p l an t ed t r e e s , Hjade-

a p i c t u r es q u e a r b o r , and as t he c r o wni ng ac h i ev ement , b u i l t  a 

- nar vel ous b r i dge ( t h e one p r ev i o u s l y men t i o ned) out  o f  l o s i n 

�n e i t h e r  Amer i c an no r  J ap an es e but  i n t y p i c a l  T an f o r an s t y l e ' , 

I t was t hen f i l l e d wi t h wa t e r , and t he end r es u l t  was a t r ans -

f o r mat i o n wh i c h seemed t o be l i t t l e s ho r t  o f  a m i r a c l e , . . . " 

"v ;i t h no r eg u l a r  wo r k f o r  t he men and s i mp l i f i e d hous e-

k eep i ng f o r  t he weno n, t h e p eo p l e her e ar e f i n d i n g t i me h an g i n g 

r a t h er  heav y on t h e i r  h ands , ¿ s a r e s u l t  k eep i ng t hems el v es 

o c c up i ed has become a maj o r  p r o b l em wi t h t hem. A11 s o r t s o f  



adu l t  r o o r ea t t o n a i  and ed u c a t i o n a l  pr ogr ams hav e been put  i n t o 

e f f e c t , s uc h as a r t , mu e i c , and E n g l i s h o l a s s e r , t o oombat  t he 

bo r edom. Some o f  t he mor e c i v i c - mi nded men hav e been wo r k i ng on 

t he c o n s t r u c t i o n o f  a l i t t l e l ak e h e r e , t he c e l eb r a t i  n f o r  t he 

c o mp l et i o n o f  wh i c h , I n c i d e n t a l l y , was hel d l a s t  , u n d a y . . . . " 

"L a s t  n i gh t  a new t y pe o f  en t er t a i nment  vas i n t r o duc ed t o 

t he r e s i d e n t s i n t he s hape o f  c s p o r t s r a l l y . I t  was h e l d i n 

t he huge g r ands t and o f  wh i c h o n l y a par t  war  u s ed . I t  was i n 

¿ l u c e o f  t he u s u a l  T h u r s day n i gh t  t a l en t  s ho w, a t ype o r  gat  er -

i ng s o c i a l  h e h i t h e r t o u n t r i e d was i n t r o d u c ed . c went  ano ut  

7 : 0 0 t h i n k i n g we wo ul d be e a r l y o n l y t o f i n d t i e g r ea t e r  p ar t  

o f  t he s t and a l r ea d y f i l l e d . As we appr o ac hed we c o u l d h ear  t he 

ex c i t ed s o unds and i t  was a gay and c a r  f r ee s ens e t hat  con-

f r o n t ed o ur  ey es as v/e app r o ac hed t  i c s c en e , k h o l i d a y gen er a l  

s p i r i t  per v aded t he a t mo s p her e . T he c r owd was composed mos t l y 

o f  t e e n s t e r s anC y o unger  c h i l d r e n and a g en e r a l  at mo s pher e o f  

y o ut h per v aded t he s c en e . A l l  t he v ar i o us Keo c ent er s had been 

as s i gn ed s ec t i o ns wi t h s ea t s r es er v ed s o t he t  t hey c o u l d g i v e 

i  d i v i d u a l  Bee o ent o r  y e l l s . A s p i r i t  o f  good- nat ur ed r i v a l r y 

made t he d i f f e r e n t  t r y t o out dr own one a n o t h e r . Gay banner s 

f l o a t ed a r o u n d . 

T he ev en i ng as a r a t h er  c o o l  one ana a l t h o u gh t i e v i ew 

WL'B d e a r  a l i n e o f  t h i n l i s t  a l r ead y ho v er ed o v er  t he t o ps o f  

t he mount s i n c . The v i  w f r o m t he g r an ..i  s t and her e i s mar v el o us 

e s p e c i a l l y whan t he day i s c l e a r  t .nd t he c . l o r s a r e b r i gh t  and 

i n t e n s e . s uns et  when t he l i g h t , f l u f f  i t o c l o uds a r e t u r ned 

t o a d e l i c a t e p i n k l i k e c andy f l o s t h*;t  you buy at  c a r n i v a l s 

made o f  s un g l a s s t he s c ene i s u n f o r g e t t a b l y l o v e l y . The moun-

t a i n t hat  r i s e s h ar p l y a b o v e . . . . " 
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""'e go t  t o wor k on t he ba r r ac k s r i gh t  i  way and my dad made some 

f u r n i t u r e wi t h my b r o t h er . I t  wa s n ' t  t oo much f u r n i t u r e , o n l y some 

c h a i r s and a s mal l  t a b l e . % c ad made a r oom i n one o f  t he c o r ner s 

o f  t he bar r ac k s f o r  a s epar at e r oom f o r  me. Th< r e was so l i t t l e 

p r i v ac y i n camp t hat  I  r  a l l y f e l t  t hat  I  had s o met h i ng s p e c i a l . My 

f a t h e r  i mmedi at el y s t a r t ed t o p l an t  a gar den and h i s C: u c a s i a n 

f r i en d br ought  some p l en t s dovm f o r  h i m. ?*y mo t her  pas s ed t he t i me 

by p u t t i n g u p c u r t a i n s and o t h e r  l i t t l e i  p r ov ement s abo ut  t he 

h o us e . 

"A t  t hat  t i me o n l y t he mai n mes s h a l l  u n der  t he g r ands t and was 

�o p e n . I h e mess h a l l  i n o u r  a r ea was o p en i ng up so t hey came t o as k 

me t o v o l u n t eer  t o wor k as a wa i t r e s s i n t hat  mess h a l l . I  d i d t h i s 

f o r  abo ut  a mo nt h . T hes e s ma l l e r  mess h a l l s wer r  much bet t e r  because 

t he peo p l e d i d no t  hav e t o wa i t  i n l i n e so l o ng and t he f ood wa not  

so s l o p i y . A l l  I  d i d was t o b r i n g f o o d t o t he v a r i o u s t a b l e s . I t  

wa s n ' t  v er y har d wo r k . I n J une I  hear d t hat  t he CCA was go i ng t o 

have a Mas t er  F i l e d i v i s i o n and t h ey want ed 100 i r i s t o wr i t e a l l  

o f  t he names o f  t he ev ac uat ed J apanes e on s ep ar at e c ar ds . I  ap p l i ed 

f o r  t h i s j ob and I  was a c c ep t ed . - e h d a l a r g e r oom i n t he gr and-

s t and and t he wor k was p r e t t y e a s y . Onc e t he Mas t er  F i l e gr o up gav e 

e par t y and a hundr ed boy s wer e I n v i t e d t o i t , The wor k got  p r e t t y 

r o u t i ne and I  began t o get  a l i t t l e r e s t l e s s . 

"'I  dec i ded t hat  i f  I  was go i ng t o wor k i n camp, I  wo ul d be a 

� ec r e t a r y . I  v o l u n t eer ed f o r  t h e camp news paper  a l s o but  I  was 

t u r ned down p o l i t e l y but  f i r ml y . At  t hat  t i me t he news paper  was 

j u s t  e t t i n g s t a r t ed and t h ey d i d not  hav e v er y many n i s e i  on t he 

p a y r o l l . A f t e r  t het  I  began t o get  v er y ambi t i o us so I  s t ud i ed 

s ho r t hand ev er y n i gh t  by my s e l f , I  d i d no t  go i n f o r  any o f  t  o s e 

a d u l t  edu c a t i o n c l a s s es and I  d i d not  a t t end a y f  t he f or ums wh i c h 
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wer e i  v en , 

r eo r ea t i o n a l  l i f e at  T an f o r an was v er y l i n i t e d , I  o n l y 

went  t o one or  t wo o f  t he camp danc es and t o one c o n c e r t . T hey had 

a l o t  o f  dancer , i n camp but  I  d i d n ' t  hav e any body t o t ak e I  

d i d n ' t  know v er y many peo p l e i n camp any way / I  j o i ned t he B r i dge 

Cl ub and I  had been a b r i dge f i en d ev er  s i n c e» «Ut t er  o n , i n T o p az 

I  p l ay ed b r i dge al mos t  ev er y n i g h t . I  di d no t  hav e much o t her  r e-

c r e a t i o n a l  l i f e i n T a n f o r a n . I  d i d n ' t  do any r ea d i n g c t  a l l . T e 

had br o ught  a r ad i o wi t h u s but  I  n ev er  l i s t e n e d t o i t . I  .;ent  t o 

t he mo v i es o c c a s i o n a l l y but  no t  t o ev er y o ne . I  got  i n t o a i r l ' e 

c l ub o f  o ur  d i s t r i c t  wh i c h was c a l l ed T he f n a k e Char mer s and I  w s 

t he s ec r e t a r y f o r  t hat  g r o u p . I t  n ev er  d i d et  v er y a c t i v e , 

* l I  a l s o t ook up k n i t t i n g and we had a s mal l  c l ub f o r  t h a t . 

A f t e r  a s ho r t  t i me t he i n t e r e t  dr o pped o f f , I  d i d not  go i n f o r  

much e l s e bes i des t h a t . I  was s t i l l  a n t i - s o c i a l  by n t u r e , I  di  n ' t  

have a s p e c i a l  bo y f r i en d at  a l l . I t ' s f unny bec aus e i t  was s uc h a 

mar v el o us o p p o r t un i t y t o meet  a l o t  o f  boys and I  muf f ed i t  bec aus e 

o f  my s h y n es s . A l l  o f  t he o t her  g i r l s who v ent  t her e go t  a t t ac hed 

t o a Boy f r i e n d . T h er e wer e so many boy s l i v i n g i n o ur  d i s t r i c t  but  

I  d i d n ' t  know t hem and I  d i d n ' t  hav e a c hanc e t o meet  v er y i any . I  

gues s I  was a l i t t l e t o o t i mi dab u t  i t . 

W I  d i d make q u i t e a f ew c as ua l  f r i e n d s i n my b l o c k , but  I  was 

not  i n any s p ec i a l  g r o up . I  j us t  d i p p ed i n t o a l o t  o f  c i r c l e s , I  

d i d not  t ak e I n t e r e s t  i n any o f  t he camp e l ec t i o n s and I  d i d not  v o t e 

at  a l l . Ev er y bo dy i n camp go t  a l l  ex c i t ed about  t he ca i p l e c t i o n s 

but  I  c o u l d not  see why t hey wer e so e n t h u s i a s t i c , 

" I  d i d n ' t  go * t o c hur c h r e g u l a r l y but  I  went  t o t he C-  t h o l i c 

ohur c h o nc e and t o t he Sev ent h Day Adv ent  i t t s c hur c h t wi c e , I  went  

t o t he C h r i s t i a n c hur c h a f ew t i mes and a c o up l e o f  t i mes t o t he 
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Buddh i s t  c h u r c h . I  want ed t o t r y t hem a l l  o u t . I t  was j us t  ny 

n a t u r e . I  gues s I  am made no t  t o s t i c k t o any one t h i n g o r  i n any-

t h i n g . I  j us t  t ag ed a l o n g 1t h f r i en d s bec aus e t her e w s no t h i ng 

e l s e t o do . I  wa s n ' t  v®r y i n t e r es t ed i n t he c hur c h i t s e l f . 

"S i n c e I  was l i v i n g i n suc h a c r owded c amp, i t  was eas y t o l o s e 

my s el f  i n t he camp l i f e . I  d i d n ' t  know an y t h i n g abo ut  t he admi n i s -

t r a t i o n . I  gues s I  d i d no t  hav e t he u: ua l  r e a c t i o n s t owar ds t he 

a d mi n i s t r a t i o n o r  t he c amp. I  d i d n ' t  ev en f ee l  an y t h i n g bout  t he 

bar bed wi r e f en c es ar o und u s and I  had no a s s o c i a t i o n wi t h t he s o l -

d i e r s at  a l l . I  was p r e t t y we l l  i n t he r o u t i n e o f  T an f o r an l i f e and 
* 

I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k about  t h es e t h i n g s . I  d o n ' t  know i f  I  l i k ed i t  o r  

n o t . I  s uppos e I  l i k ed i t  bec aus e l i f e went  on and i t  was not  d i f f -

e r en t  f r om an y t h i n g e l s e . I  was us ed t o l i v i n among J apanes e any -

way . I  d i d n ' t  know or  h ea r  much about  t he o u t s i de and I  d i d not  

c ar e at  a l l . I  s uppos e I  t ho ught  t hat  we woul d be i n camp per man t -

i y . I  d i d not  l i k e t hat  so much and I  f e l t  t hat  p er h ap s I  s ho u l d get  

o u t . 

G ap p l i ed t o :o t o a do mes t i c j o b i n Mi n n es o t a wh i l e I  was 

s t i l l  i n T an f o r an but  ny p a r en t s woul d no t  l e t  me go . f 'y p ar en t s A 

s a i d i t  was not  s a f e f o r  a g i r l  t o go o u t s i de a l o ne i n suc h a t i me 

as t hat  I  do n ' t  r e a l l y know why I  w nt ed t o go o u t . I  gues s I  

want ed a c hange by t h en . J h l s was i n A u g u s t , 1942, I  a l way s l i k e d 

t o be adv ent u r o us and t o c hange ar o und bec aus e you ge t  s t agnant  i f  

you s t ay i n one p l ane t oo l o n g . 

" I  d i d not  hav e any p o l i t i c a l  f e e l i n g s i  t  a l l . B e a l l y , I  d i d 

no t  t h i n k much about  t he war  o r  was t e any s l eep o v er  i t . I  f e l t  

t hat  i t  d i d not  c o nc er n me t oo much any way . I  d i d n ' t  know a t h i n g 

abo ut  what  a s go i n g on i n t he war . I  s t i l l  d o n ' t  r ead t he news-

p ap er s at  a l l . I t  j u s t  d i d not  i n t e r e s t  me. 
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" I  had no l doa o f  what  r ay f u t u r e wo u l d be l i k e . 1 head t a l k 

about  t he s t udent  r e l o c a t i o n so I  t hought  p er h ap s I  woul d get  a 

c hanc e t o go t o o o l l e ; e . I  n ev er  dr eamed t hat  I  wo ul d get  s uc h a 

c hanc e a f t e r  ev ac u a t i o n . I  a p p l i ed f o r  s t udent  r e l o c a t i o n and I  got  

r ay c r e d e n t i a l s r eady but  no t h i ng ev er  h ap p en ed . 

"Abo u t  t he end o f  A u g u s t , t hey as k ed f o r  an adv anc e c r ew t o go 

t o t he r e l o c a t i o n c en t er  so I  s i gned up as an o f f i c e wo r k er . They 

as k ed 10 g i r l s t o v o l u n t eer  f r om t he Mas t e r  i - 'i i &s and I  was one o f  

t ho s e p i c k ed s i nc e I  was ano n t he o l de r  o n es . Mos t  o f  t he g i r l s 

who s a i d t hat  t hey wo ul d go bac k ed out  bec aus e t h e i r  p ar en t s woul d 

not  l e t  t hem. I  want ed t o v ent u r e i n t o t he unk nown and I  d i d no t  

get  s c ar ed o f f  ev en t ho I  d i d no t  know wher e we wer e g o i n g . 

" I  go t  t o T o paz i n t he ea r l y par t  o f  Sept ember  and t he camp was 

no t  f i n i s h e d y e t . T o paz was o k ay and I  en j o y ed i t  t ho r o l y a l t h o I  

d i d not  l i k e a l l  o f  t ho s e dus t  s t o r ms wh i c h we l oad. I t  was j us t  

bout  t he same as T a n f o r a n , but  i t  was c o l d e r . I t  was f r e e z i n g at  

t i $e s and i t  ev en s no wed. When t he r es t  o f  r ay f ami l y came f r om 

T a n f o r a n , we go t  a ba r r ac k a l l  t o get h er . I  was wo r k i ng i n t he o f f i c e 

c r ew as a c l e r k but  I  f o r get  t he wo r k t hat  I  d i d t h e r e . 

" I n ea r l y Oc t o ber , t he i n t e r n a l  s ec u r i t y depar t ment  as l :ed f o r  a 

s ec r e t a r y . I  f e l t  t hat  I  had br us hed o n my s ho r t hand eno nght  t o 

q u a l i f y f o r  t he j o b so I  ap p l i ed f i nd much t o my s u r p r i s e I  was g i  ea 

a t r i a l . I t  was v er y i n t e r e s t ! g wo r k . The i n t e r n a l  do c u r i t y de-

par t ment  d i d no t  hav e much o f  a par t  i n camp l i f e . The war dens wer e 

mo s t l y k i b e i  and o l d e r  p eo p l e . A l l  t hey d i d was t o p a t r o l  a r o u n d . 

Onc e i n a wh i l e t hey woul d c at c h s omebody gambl i ng or  h v i n g a wi l d 

a f f a i r . No t h i ng s ho c k ed me v er y muc h. 

"By t h i s t i me, I  was br oad mi nded abo ut  t he J apanes e and I  was 

no l o n g e r  d i s i l l u s i o n e d , "h e n I  saw t ho si ftfcfc o. t hem I  had no t  
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l i k e any o t h e r  p e o p l e . I  was no t  e r a y abo u t  t he J a p a n es e but  t h ey 

n ev er  bo t her ed me. ^f t e r  a l l , I  was one o f  t h em t o o . 

"T h e r e wer e many d i f f e r e n t  t y pes o f  n i s e i  i n oamp. Mos t  o f  t hem 

wer e t o o eas y g o i n g and q u i t e c o n t en t ed wi t h t h e i r  l o t . T hey d i d no t  

hav e t oo muc h s t r i d e and a mb i t i o u s . T h e i r  i n t e r e s t s wer e mo s t l y i n 

c omi c b o o k s , mo v i e s , t he o p p o s i t e s e x , s o c i a l  l i f e and l l v i n f r om 

day t o d a y . As a r u l e , t h e n i s e i  d i d no t  t h i n k t uch o f  t he f u t u r e . 

T h ey wer e mo s t l y f a t a l i s t s l i k e me. The n i s e i  who wer e i n c o l l e g e 

b e f o r e ev e u a t i o n wer e a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t . T hey wer e mor e a mb i t i o u s 

and t h i n k i n g o f  what  t h e y wer e g o i n g t o do a f t e r  t he wa r . T h i s was 

no t  a v e r y l a r g e g r o u p . T h e y wer e mor e c ommuni t y mi nded, and t h e i r  

i n t er e? t s wer e b r o a d e r . 

" I  d o n ' t  know muc h bo ut  t he i s s e i  a t  a l l  bec au s e I  d i d no t  

a s s o c i a t e wi t h t hem. T hey wer e n i c e t o me when I  met  t hem oc c a-

s i o n a l l y , but  I  d i d no t  bec ome f a mi l i a r  wi t h t hem. I  d o n ' t  know any -

t h i n g muc h abo ut  t he k i b e i  e i t h e r . On t he s u r f a c e , t he k i b e i  we r e 

n i c e e n o u g h . I  u s ed t o s ee t hem ar o und t h e i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y o f f i c e 

and I  n e v e r  h ea r d t hem s a y i n g p r o - J ap an t h i n g s a l t h o t h e y pr ob b l y 

f e l t  t h a t  way . 

" I  wa s n ' t  i n t e r e : t ed i n p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s any way and I  wa no t  

awar e o f  t he wa r . l i ven now i t  i s t he same wa y . I  wa s n ' t  ev en 

a f f e c t e d by t he o t h e r  camp r i o t s and I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  a n y t h i n . I  d i d 

t h i n k t h a t  i t  wo u l d c r e a t e a bad i mp r e s s i o n o f  t he J ap an es e and I  

wi s h ed t hat  a l l  o f  t he p eo p l e i n camp go t  a l o n g b e t t o r . T hat  i s t he 

sa'i e way I  f e e l  abo ut  t he T u l e L a k e r i o t  wh i c h happ ened a f ew d ay s 

a g o * . I  k no w t h a t  i t  w i l l  no t  c r ea t e a f a v o r a b l e r ea c t i o n f o r  u s t o 

t he A me r i c a n s . T he T u l e L a k e J ap an es e wer e mor e b i t t e r  t o war ds 

Amer i c a an d t h ey r  s en t ed t he i n j u s t  c e s . Mo s t  o f  t he r es t  o f  u s 
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r es en t ed f cke- j - n r̂ t et 'see« t o o k t h i n gs mor e f a t a l i s t i c a l l y * The T u l e 

J apanes e and t ho s e i nv o l v ed i n o t h er  camp r i o t s wer e mor e r a d i c a l , 

I  gues s most  Amer i c ans expec t  us t o f e e l  b i t t e r , I  t h i n k t hat  t hey 

a r e s u r p r i s ed when we a r e n ' t . The p r i n c i p l  s o f  democ r ac y ar e i n-

f us ed i n t hem and t hey woul d be b i t t e r  i f  t h e i r  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s wer e 

t ak en away f r om t hem, 1h en t hey t ur n r i g h t  ar o und and po i n t  out  t hat  

ev ac u a t i o n was a mat t er  o f  mi l i t a r y n e c e s s i t y . May be, t hey j us t  

p r et end t o be s y mpat het i c when t hey a r  t a l k i n g t o us but  we ar e 

nev er  wh o l l y ac c ep t ed by t hem. I t ' s j u s t  l i k e out  h e r e . The av er age 

n i s e i  want  i mmedi at e f un and t hey hav e t o get  t o g e t h e r . They know 

t hat  t he Cau c as i an s wo n ' t  ac c ep t  t hem so ea. L l y , They ar e not  con-

c er ned wi t h t he p o l i t i c a l  i s s u es a t  a l l , That  i s why so any o f  t he 

n i s e i  a r ; s t a r t i n g t o go bac k t o  ̂ I t  L ak e C i t y so t hat  t hey c an 

f i n d t h e i r  J ap anes e f r i en d s t her e and ha e a l o t  o f  f u n . They d o n ' t  

hav e any f un out  her e bec aus e t  l er  > ar e l ot  l any d;ances and o t h er  

s o c i a l  a f f a i r s . Any way , i n Topac X went  t o c hur c h oc a s l o n a l l y and 

I  t r i e d o f i t  i  l t o t he camp l i f e . I  d i d n ' t  go t o t he danc es at  

a l l . T hey d i d n f t  hav e as much s o c i a l  l i f e i n Topa,; as at  T a n f o r a n , 

I  was n ' t  a member  o f  any c l ub and I  d i d no t  a s s o c i a t e wi t h any 

s p ec i a l  gr o ups . I  d i d not  mi s s i t  t oo much bec aus e I  was out  o f  

t hos e t h i n gs any way , 

T I I  p l ay ed b r i dge al mo s t  ev er y n i gh t  but  i t  was mo s t l y wi t h 

mar r i ed c o up l es and o l d e r  n i s e i . Somet i mes t he s t udent  n i s e i  woul d 

come and p l ay a l s o . 1 I  had no Co / f r i en d wh i l e I  was t her e e i t h e r . 

I  s uppos e I  want ed o ne , but  I  d i d no t  meet  any I  l i k e . I  went  t o 

t he mo v i es i n o ur  b l o c k and I  a t t ended a c l a s s i n ps y c ho l o gy wh i c h 

t he t du l t  educ at i o n de ar t men o f f e r e d . I  was i n t e r es t ed i n ps y c ho -

l o gy b-  c aus e I  f e l t  I  c o u l d 1 a m mor e about  peo p l e and how t hey 

ac t ed i f  I  s t u d i ed i t . I  was no t  t r y i n g t o get  at  t h e i r  i n n er  mo t i v es 
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t o f i n d o ut  what  was wr ong wi t h me o r  an y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . I  j us t  

t ho ught  t hat  I t  wo u l d be i n t e r e s t i n g t o d i s s e c t  t hem a l l . T he n i s e i  

do hav e a l o t  o f  t h i ngs wr o ng wi t h t hem, d o n ' t  t hey ? 

n I  a l s o s i gn ed up f o r  a p a t t e r n d r a f t i n g c o ur s e bec aus e I  was 

i n t e r es t ed i n d r es s mak i ng . That  abo ut  c o mp l et es ay t o t a l  r ec r ea-

t i o n a l  and ed u c a t i o n a l  l i f e at  T o p az . I  was no t  i n t e r es t ed i n camp 

p o l i t i c s a t  a l l . Some o f  t he n i s e i  and i s s e i  go t  p r et t y e: c i t ed 

abo ut  i t  but  I  gues s t hat  was bec aus e t hey want ed t o be t he bo s s . 

P o l i t i c s n ev er  i n t e r es t ed t he g i r l s i n camp v er y much bec aus e t hey 

nex r  t ho ught  about  t hes e t h i n g s . P o l i t i c s i s mor e f o r  men any way . 

" I  d i d n ' t  do any t h i ng f u r t h e r  about  t he s t udent  r e l o c a t i o n 

c o u n c i l . That  was bec aus e I  r e a l l y was not  d e f i n i t e as t o what  I  

want ed t o d o . I  s t i l l  am not  d e f i n i t e . I  j us t  c a n ' t  make up my 

mi nd what  i s t he bes t  t h i n g . I  t ho ught  abo u t  i t  *q at t o a b i t , bu t  

I  d i d n ' t  hav e any i n t i mat e f r i e n d s t o t a l k i t  o v er  wi t h i n c-  mp. 

" I  made f a r  l e s s f r i e n d s at  T o paz t han at  T an f o r an bec aus e I  

d i d not  go o ut  v e r y muc h. A f t e r  I  was t h: r e a f ew mont hs I  began t o 

feet  ex t r emel y r es t l e s s and I  want ed t o be on t he go once mor e. Maybe 

t hat  i s bec aus e I  am r e s t l e s s a l l  t he t i me i n my s ub- c o ns c i o us mi nd. 

I t  was mor e t h e t hought  o f  be i n g r e s t r i c t e d t han t he ac t u a l  c o n f i ne-  V 

ment  o f  camp wh i c h bo t her ed me. I  l i k ed t he p eo p l e o f  t he VRA ad-

mi n i s t r a t i o n t hat  I  knew and I  t hought  t h t  t hey wer e t r y i n g t o he l p 

t he J ap an es e . The o nl y t r o ub l e was t hat  t hey d i d no t  u n der s t an d t he 

J apanes e t oo we l l  a l t h o t hey t r i ed t o . I  wa s n ' t  t oo i n t e r e t ed i n 

t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n bec aus e I  d i d no t  know t hem i n t i ma t e l y . I  j u s t  

f e l t  t hat  t he camp l i f e woul d go on ev en i f  t he peo p l e wer e d i s s a -

t i s f i e d at  t i me . I  l i k e t he J apane e I  knew but  I  was i n d i f f e r e n t  

t o t he r es t  o f  t he camp. 



"A g i r l  l i k e me do es not  get  t o s ee t oo much o f  t he wo r s t  nat ur e 

o f  t he p e o p l e . T her e wer e »many t i n e s t hat  t he communi t y wer e r i gh t  
* 

i n mak i ng p r o t es t  bec aus e camp l i f e i s no t  t oo good any way . Ho wev er , 

I  l i k e t h e J apanes e we l l  eno ugh and I  f e l t  t hat  I  was par t  o f  t he 

p eo p l e . The t h i ng wh i c h c aus ed me t he g r ea t es t  bor edom and r es en t -

ment  was t he monot ony o f  t he c amp. I  d i d abo ut  t he same t h i n g day 

a f t e r  day and I  needed a c hange. 

" I n Dec ember , 1942 I  ap p l i ed f o r  a do mes t i c j o b . I  f e l t  t h t  

i t  was t i n e f o r  me t o get  out  o f  c amp. The r eas o n I  dec i ded t o get  a 

j ob was t hat  I  t ho ught  I  c o u l d make money t o go t o s c ho o l  on 1 t o r . 

I  wi s h i n a way t hat  I  had s t ay ed l o n g e r  i n camp bec aus e I  l e f t  be f o r e 

a l l  o f  t he exc i t ement  s t a r t e d . I t  was v er y d u l l  wh i l e I  was t h e r e , 

a l t h o I  en j o y ed i t  enough i n many way . 

"One day I  was l o o k i n g at  t he  ̂al t  L ak e News paper  and I  saw an 

adv er t i s ement  f o r  a dome t i e wo r k er . I t  l o o k ed good t o me so I  de-

c i ded t h i s was my c hanc e. So I  wr o t e t o t h e emp l o y er . I  r e a l l y 

d i d n f t  t h i n k t hat  I  wo u l d have a c hanc e but  I  wr o t e any way . Gee, I  

d o n ' t  know »how i t  l appened. I t  was mi r ac u l o us bec aus e I  was ac c ep t ed 

f o r  t he j o b . I t  p a i d 7̂5 a mont h and r oom and boar d and t he empl oy er  

t o l d me t o come r i gh t  away wi t h o u t  k no wi ng h a r d l y a y t h i n g about  me. 

That  was abo ut  t he h i g h es t  wages t hey pa i d i n b a i t  L ak e f o r  do mes t i c 

wo r k er s an d I  d i d n ' t  expec t  t o get  t hat  muc h. I n San . ? anc i  c o , I  

c oul d o n l y get  § 30 a mo nt h . 

"T h e empl o y er  want ed me t o come i mmedi at el y and I  t o l d t hem t hat  

I  d i d no t  have a c l ea r an c e . They v/er e p r e t t y i mpo r t ant  peo p l e so 

t hat  t hey us ed t h e i r  i n f l u en c e t o get  ne out  wi t ho ut  a l l  o f  t he r ed 

t ap e . Now, I  d o n ' t  know i f  I  was f o r t unat e o r  n o t . I  o n l y k ow t hat  

I  got  out  o f  camp e a r l i e r . T he emp l o y er  had an Ar my c o nt r ac t  so t hat  

t hey us ed t h e i r  i n f l u en c e t o ge t  my r e l eas e and t hoy v o uc hed f o r  ny 
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l o / a l t y . Do y ou t h i n k t hat  was l uc y ? 

f , I  ac c ept ed t he j o b r i gh t  away . T h i s was i n J anuar y and I  was 

one o f  t he f i r s t  n i s e i  t o s et  an i n d e f i n i t e l eav e a l t h o t her e wer e 

many o t her s wa i t i n g t o go t o ¿- al t  L ak e . They wer e no t  ab l e t o get  a 

c l ear anc e bec aus e t hey d i d not  hove a d e f i n i t e J ob o f f e r , / j  went  t o 

Sa l t L ak e C i t y bec aus e i t  was » t he n ear es t  l o r r e o i t y I  c oul d go t o . 

I  want ed t o get  i n t o a c i t y a f t e r  s t ay i ng i n camp so l o n a Ĵ  Nobody 

* 

was ¡ p i n g t o Ch i c ago at  t hat  t i  e as i t  was t he gr eat  unk no wn. I t  

was n a t u r a l  t hat  I  went  t o Be- I t  L ak e Ci t y as many n i s e i  went  t her e on 

f u r l o ugh s and t hey came bac k t o camp and t o l d ev er y bo dy bout  what  t he 

c i t y was l i k e . That  i s why i t  was not  so s t r ange f o r  me when I  go t  

t V r e , Mos t  o f  t he n i s e i  f r om To paz wer e go i ng t o a l t  L ak e Ci t y and 

v er y f ew ox' t hem went  e a s t . The gover nment  di d not  g i v e any money f o r  

t r an s p o r t a t i o n t h en and I t  c os t  t oo muc h. A f t e r  I  l e f t  camp, many 

J apanes e s t ar t ed t o go t o Ch i c ago . They wr o t e bac k t o t h e i r  f r i en d s 

and t h en t he movement  began t o be f o r  Ch i c ago . Now, t he n i s e i  ar e 

s t a t i n g t o go t o New Y o r k a l o t  and 1 t h i n k my next  d es t i n a t i o n wi l l  

be t h e r e . 

"Ano t her  r eas o n why I  went  t o â l t  l a k e Ci t y was t hat  i t  was 

c heaper  t o go t her e and I  d i d not  hav e t oo much money . I  t ook t he 

do mes t i c J ob as t hat  was t he beet  way t o get  out  o f  camp and t he v 75 

a mont h wage was r e a l l y hi  h . I t  was much mor e t han I  had ev er  made 

b e f o r e . I  d i d not  t h i n k t hat  I  c o ul d get  any o t her  k i nd o f  j ob be-

cau e I  d i d no t  have »enough ex p er i en c e . The domes t i c wor k o f f e r ed a 

good ohanc e f o r  me t o s av e some money up f o r  s c h o o l . I  d i d n ' t  hav e 

any i dea o f  what  s c hoo l  I  c o u l d o t o a l t h o I  had hear d t hat  t he 

Uni v r s i t y of  Ut ah was c l o s ed t o t he n i s e i . 

,f :*y par ent s d i d not  l i k e t he i dea o f  my l eav i n g so s udden l y as 

t hey wer e not  us ed t o i t . I  mean t hey d i d not  expec t  i t  t o come so 
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s o o n , but  t hey l et  me g o . Be f o r e t he war , t hey had been us ed t o 

he- Vi ne me go away f r om home as I  had done i t  t o go t o s c ho o l  and t o 

wo r k . I t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e t o me whet her  I  wo u l d l ot  s ee 

t hem f o r  a l o ng t i n e o r  n o t . I  d i d n ' t  even t h i n k abo ut  t h a t . When a 

per s o n i s us ed t o be i n g way f r om t he f ami l y f o r  a l o ng t i me, i t  was 

not  s o c r u e l . B e s i d e s , I  woul d o n l y have was t ed t i me i n camp as t her e 

was no t h i ng i n t her e f o r  i e t o d o . 

" I  went  t o S a l t  L ak e C i t y by t r a i n i n l a t e J an u a r y , 1945. r 'y 

emp l o y er , Mr . Hugh es , met  me t he s t a t i o n and he we s v er y k i n d . The 

f i r s t  t h i n g abo ut  t he c i t y t hat  i mpr ess ed me was t he wh i t e snow a l l  

o v er  t he s t r e e t s , but  l a t e r  on I  d i d no t  l i k e bei ng i n i  a l t  L ak e v r y 

much. I  s uppos e i t  was bec aus e I  s o r t  o f  r es en t ed y j  b as I  was 

r ea l l y not  do i ng what  I  want ed t o d o . T her e zer o f i v e peo p l e i n t he 

f ami l y t hat  I  wor k ed i n and t he J ob was v e r y har d f o r  me. Tho ho ur s 

wer e q u i t e l o ng and I  was dead t i r ed by t he t i m< I  had f i n i s h e d at  

n i g h t . The wor s t  t h i n g was t hat  I  f e l t  j u s t  as much r e s t r i c t e d i n 

t hat  do mes t i c j o b as I  had f e l t  i  i  oamp. The wor k was t o o har d phy-

s i c a l l y and I  c o u l d not  k eep i t  u p . 

" I  s t ay ed i n t hat  do mes t i c j o b f o r  f o u r  mont hs bec aus e I  f e l t  

o b l i ga t ed s i n c e Mr . Hughes had gone t o a l o t  of  t r o ub l e t o go t  me out  

o f  c amp. I  a l s o want ed t o s av e some money f r om t hat  j ob as my f i nan -

c es wer e p r e t t y l o w. I  wi s h I  d i d not  hav e s uc h a f e e l i n g o f  mo r al  

o b l i g a t i o n . A l o t  o f  t he n i s e i  g i r l s I  hear d o f  j us t  qu i t  t h e i r  j o b 

a f t e r  one week and I  mi ght  j u s t  as we l l  hove done t hat  my s el f « i 'aybe 

I  am not  br av e eno ugh . 

"Be i n g c o n f i ned and t i ed t o t he j ob began t o get  on my n er v es and 

1 d i d n ' t  l i k e i t  at  a l l . I  d i d n ' t  get  a c hanc e t o go out  v er y much 

f o r  s o c i a l  c o nt ac t s ev en t ho i  I t  l a k e C i t y as f u l l  o f  n i s e i . A f t e r  

f o u r  mont h: I  d e f i n i t e l y made up my mi nd t o < u i t  and I  gav e t he f ami l y 
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r ay n o t i c e . I  had been go i ng t o a n i gh t  s c ho o l  f o r  a c oupl e o f  mont hs 

t o p i c k up on some mor e s ho r t hand and t hat  i s why I  d i d not  have a 

s o c i a l  l i f e at  a l l . A f t e r  I  qu i t  t he domes t i c j o b , I  t ook t i me out  

f o r  t wo weeks i n o r der  t o go t o a bus i nes s s c ho o l  and r ea l l y br us h u p . 

I  want ed an o f f i c e j ob and t hat  i s why I  went  t o t he t r o ub l e o f  br ush-

i ng up on my s ho r t hand. X d i d n ' t  t h i nk hous ewor k was t he k i nd o f  j o b 

f o r  me. I  hear d o f  a l o t  o f  n i s e i  g i r l s get t i ng o f f i c e j obs i n Sa l t  

L ak e C i t y so I  knew th-  t  I  c o u l d g t  one t o o . Dur i ng t he t wo week s I  

went  t o t he bu s i n es s s c ho o l , I  l i v ed wi t h t wo o t her  n i s e i  g i r l s i n a 

J apane e home. We r ent ed a l a r ge r oom and we a l s o cooked t her e so 

t hat  i t  w s no t  t oo expens i v e f o r  me. 

" I n A p r i l  I  went  t o t he X CL o f f i  e and I  as k ed i f  t hey coul d get  

an o f f i c e j ob f o r  me. Thoy f ound one r at her  ea s i l y a f t e r  a f ew day s 

and t hey s ent  me out  t o a company t o ap p l y . I n May I  s t a r t ed t o wor k 

a t  t he Amer i c an T ungs t en Co . v,s a s ec r e t a r y . I  s t a r t ed out  at  v 100 a 

mont h. I  was t he onj t y n i s e i  g i r l  i n t he who l e company . I  o n l  wor ked 

t her e f o r  one mont h and t hen I  s udden l y dec i ded t o go t o t he Vogue 

: c hoo l  i n Ch i c ago . I  had j us t  s t ar t ed t o have f un t oo when I  came out  

h er e . 

" I  had been t h i nk i ng o f  go i ng t o a des i  n i ng s c ho o l  f o r  qu i t e a 

wh i l e but  t her e was not  a good s c hoo l  i n Sa l t  L ak e C i t y , I  had been 

V a s i l a t i n g bet ween des i gn i ng s c hoo l  and c o l l ege f o r  q u i t e e wh i l e i n 

camp and I  dec i ded t hat  des i gn i ng as bet t er  f o r  a p r o f es s i o n s i nc e 

i t  woul d p r epar e me f o r  s omet hi ng d e f i n i t e . A f t e r  I  went  t o Sa l t  L ak e 

C i t y I  had s ent  f o r  a l o t  of  c at ago s t o f i nd out  what  was t he bes t  

so o o l . I  woul d ' a v e gone t o New Y o r k but  i t  was t oo f a r  f o r  me. The 

Vogue Sc ho o l  i n Chi c ago was we l l  k nown. I  r- ent  a l e t t e r  t o t hem and 

t hey ac c ept ed me r i gh t  away so I  l j l nde up my mi nd t o come out  her e . 

Ther e w: s no us e i n s t ay i ng i n â l t  L ak e Ci t y any way . I  a l way s want ed 
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f u r t h e r  eas t « I  wr o t e t o t he Ame l o an F r i e n d s Ser v i c e and t h ey s a i d 

t hat  I  c o u l d s t ay at  t he h o s t e l , I  go t  t o Ch i c ago on J uno 28 and I  

put  an Ad i n t he p ap er  f o r  a do mes t i c j ob r i gh t  awr y» I  a p p l i e d f o r  

a r oom and bo ar d j ob bec aus e I  c o ul d go t o s c ho o l  thr  t  way . I  was et  

t he F r i en d s h o s t e l  f o r  abo ut  t wo week s and hey gav e me a l o t  o f  ad-

v i c e . I  a l s o s t a r t ed t o go t o t he Un i t ed f t a t e s empl oyment  Se r v i c e 

o f f i c e j  nd t hey gave me a t empo r ar y J ob f o r  t wo week s . I  was t o be a 

s ec r e t a r y f o r  a l awy er  and I  was pa i d ; 25 a week . I  t o o k t he p l ac e 

o f  t he s ec r et a r y who was on a v a c a t i o n . I  mo. e out  at  t hat  j ob p r et t y 

we l l . They d o n ' t  s ay much t o y o u any way when y ou r e wo r k i ng o n l y on 

a t empor ar y j o b . 

" I  t ho ught  t hnt  Ch i c ago was a n i c e , f r i e n d l y c i t y and I  l i k e d i t . 

I  l i k e d t he s ho ps downt own and t he gen er a l  c i t y l i f  . I  u s ed t o go 

down t o t he l oop t o l o o k at  t h e c l o t h es i n t he s t o r e wi ndows a l o n g 

i  t o t e i - t . bec aus e I  was i n t e r es t ed i n d es i g n i n g and I  t hought  I  c o u l d 

l e a r n s o met h i ng. E v er y t h i n g was s o c o nv en i en t  i n Ch i c ago and i t  was 

no t  har d t o f i n d a p l ac e when y o u got  on t he s t r eet  c a r . The Amer i -

c an x r l en d s Ser v i c e c o u l d not  h e l p me t o o much bec aus e I  o n l y want ed 

a par t  t i me j o b and t hey wer e o n l y l o o k i n g f o r  f u l l  t i me j o bs f o r  t he 

n i s e i  who wer e comi ng i n . 

j "0n Au g . 1 my news paper  AS r n s ans wer ed . I  go t  about  25 c a l l s 

i n a l l . Thnt  shows how eas y i t  i s t o &et  a do mes t i c j o b no waday s . 

A l l  t he p eo p l e want  do mes t i c wo r k er s . The f o r mer  dome: t i o wo r k er s a l l  

went  t o def ens e f a c t o r i e s t o wo r k . I  went  out  on a f  < w o f  i he pr os -

pec t s and I  f i n a l l y t o o k t he do mes t i c j ob t hat  p a i d C40 a mont h. 

T her e wer e o n l y f o u r  peo p l e i n t he f ami l y and t hey s a i d t hat  I  c o ul d 

have ev er y a f t e r no o n o f f  t o go t o Voguo Sc h o o l  a f t e r  I  t o l d t hem t hat  

t h i s was my mai n p u r p o s e . The J ob was l oo-  t ed on t he n o r t h s i de and 

v er y c o nv en i en t  t o t ho s c h o o l . 
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" I  a l s o s t a r t e d t o a t t e n d t he Vogue Sc h o o l  on A u g . 1 . T hey hav e 

a l a r g e t u i t i o n and I  d i d no t  know i t  u n t i l  I  s t a r t e d . I  p a i d ¿- GO 

down and $25 a n o n t h f o r  t h e t u i t i o n . The t o t a l  t u i t i o n i s ar o und 

, 4 0 0 . But  t he b i g g e s t  ex p en s e was t he a r t  s up l i e s t hat  I  hod t o bu y . 

That  r a n i n t o many mor e d o l l a r s ea c h mo nt h . I t  was v er y ex p en s i v e t o 

go t o t h a t  s c h o o l . I  v en t  ev er y a f t e r n o o n and t h; t  made i t  a l i t t l e 

h a r d e r  bec aus e t he o t h e r  s t uden t r  went  a l l  day . At  t hat  r a t e i t  

wo u l d hav e t  k en me t wi c e a s l o n g t o , i n i s h t he c o u r s e . 

"T h e r e wer e about  20 n i s e i  i r i s g o i n g t o t h r t  s c ho o l  a l r e a d y . 

T he s c ho o l  was n i c e end I  d i d n ' t  mi nd i t  t oo muc h, but  i t  was r a t h e r  

h er d f o r  me t o wo r k and t o go t o s c ho o l  at  t he same t i me , I  d i d n ' t  

get  t o know t he o t h e r  s t u den t s at  a l l  bec au s e I  had no t i me f o r  

s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s . T hat  s o r t  o f  t a k es t he edge o f f  o f  s c h o o l . I  r e-

g r e t t ed t h a t  v e r y much but  I  d i d n ' t  k now what  I  c o u l d do about  i t . I  

f e l t  a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t  f r om t h e o t h er  s t u d en t s and I  wi s h ed I  c o u l d 

be l i k e t hem and a t t en d c l a s s e s a l l  day l o n g . 

"On t op o f  a l l  t h i s , my dam ctiG j o b go t  v e r y h a r d . I  j u s t  had 

t oo much wo r k t o d o . I t  wa s n ' t  i n our  agr eement  f t  a l l  and I  t h i n k 

I  was e x p l o i t e d . '!y emp l o y er  ex p ec t ed me t o do t oo much wo r k and I  

t h i n k t hat  t h ey r e s en t ed i t  when I  r us hed o f f  t o s c h o o l . I  d i d n ' t  

t h i n k t hat  I  s ho u l d s t ay t h er e i n t he a f t e r n o o n t o c o mpl et e my wo r k 

when I  hod a c l a s s go I  j u s t  l e f t . T hey d i d n ' t  l i k e t hat  v e r y muc h. 

 ̂ I  was v er y wo r r i ed t ho s e d a y s . l o t  o f  t h i n g s wer e on my mi n d . T y 

f i n a n o e s was r u n n i n g J LOW s o I  wo r r i ' d abo ut  what  t o d o . I  d i d n ' t  want  

t o g i v e up s c ho o l  and I  k new t hat  i t  woul d be t o o har d i f  I  s t ay ed i n 

t i a t  j o b . I  f i g u ed t hat  I  s ho u l d s t ay i n s c h o o l  bo c au e t h a $ was 

t he mai n r  as o n I  had come o ut  h e r  . But  i t  was a l i t t l e e x p e n s i v e 

and I  c o u l d n ' t  s e how I  c o u l d k eep up wi t h i t . 

" I  wen t  t o t he Amer i c an F r i e n d s Se r v i c e o f f i c e t o a s k t hem i f  

u) 
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t h ey c o u l d e t  r ie an o t h er  p ar t  t i me j o b . T hey c o u l d no t  c o n c er n 

t h ems e l v es o v er  g e t t i n g me a h-  I f - d a y j o b . T hey s.- .i d t hat  I  c o u l d 

ge t  o ne e a s i l y bu t  t hey d o n ' t  k now how nuc i  I  wo r r i e d abo ut  i t . 

F i n a l l y I  wen t  t o t he Un i t e d s t a t e s Empl oy ment  S e r v i c e a g a i n and t h ey 

wer e v e r y h e l p f u l . T hey f ound me a p a r t  t i me j o b at  P ag e and Di x o n 

Dr o g Co . I t  was l o c a t e d i n t he l o o p . I  go t  65 c en t s an h o u r  and my 

ho ur s o f  wo r k wer e f r o m 1 : 3 0 t o 5 : 3 0 . I  was a t y p i s t . ; My n ex t  wor -

r £ was t o f i n d a p l a c e t o s t a y . I  met  Su e at  t he h o s t e l  and s he so i d 

he was l o o k i n g f o r  a p l ac e and s he was w i l l i n g t o t a k e me i n a s a 

r oom- mat e but  she had a har d t i  \ c f i n d i n g a p l a c e and I  c o u l d no t  wa i t  

t o o l o n g . F i n a l l y I  was a b l e t o f i n d l i v i n g accov i mod; t i o n s t h r u t he 

h e l p o f  t he Amer i c an F r i e n d s S e r v i c e o f f i c e . On Oc t . 5 I  q u i t  my 

do mes t i c j o b t o go wo r k as a t y p i s t  i n t he a f t e r n o o n . I  d i d not  hav e 

a har d t i me c h a n g i n g my s c h o o l  h o u r s t o t he mo r n i n g . 

"T h e A mer i c an F r i e n d s t o l d me abo ut  t he Ben t o n S o c i a l  e t t l amen t  

Ho u s e . I  war  p r e t t y d e s p e r a t e i n t he do mes t i c j o b and t he wo r k was 

j u s t  abo u t  k i l l i n g me. I  t hou ;ht  o f  l i v i n g at  t he " Y ' a s t h i s was t he 

i d' a l  i vay t o l i v e . F i n e l y t he F r i e n d s f o u n d t h i s Ben t o n Ho us e p l a c e 

f o r  me so t hat  t h i s wo r r y w s s o l v e d . I  c an s t i l l  go end bunk i n 

wi t h Su e i f  I  want  t o do t h a t . I  wo n ' t  do t hat  f o r  a l i t t l e wh i l e 

y e t  b ec au s e l y p r e s e n t  p i  c e i s n ' t  bad a t  a l l  and I  s o r t  o f  l i f ce t he 

a t mo s p her e ar o und h e r e , 

l _ "T h e Ben t o n Ho us e i r  a p r e t t y b i g s o o i f l  s e t t l  ment  h o u s e . T h e r e 

i s a gy mnas i um o v e r  on t he o t h e r  s i d e and a n i s e i  f e l l o w Tom I mai  an d 

h i s w i f e a r e t he d i r e c t o r s t h e r e . T hey t a k e c ar e o f  t he a c t i v i t i e s 

o f  t he c h i l d r e n who come h e r e . »*e a l s o hav e a b r an c h o f  t he p u b l i c 

l i b - cr y d o wn S t n i r s . But  I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n down t h e r e t o g e t  any b o o k s 

y e t . T he d i r e c t o r  i s v e r y n i c e t o me and a l l  o f  t he p eo p l e l i v ng 

h e r e a e fr J B n d l y . T h e r  ar e bo u t  f i v e o t h e r  n i  e i  i n t he h o u s e but  
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I  h a v e n ' t  go t t en t o know t hem v er y we l l  y e t . I  had my ©un r oom h r e 

and t her e i s a l i v i n r oom wh r e I  c an s ee my v i s i t o r s . e hav e 

al mo s t  a l l  o f  t he f a c i l i t i e s her e and i t  i s ev en b e t t e r  t han l i v i n g 

a t  t he ' Y ' . I t  i s s o met h i n l i k e a l a r ge f a mi l y , but  t he o t her  

peo p l e d o n ' t  pr y i n t o y o ur  b u s i n es s and t hey l eav e y ou a l o n e . 

" I  get  my r oom and bo ar d her e and I  d o n ' t  pay an y t h i n g bec aus e I  

t y pe f o r  t hem and t ak e c ar e o f  t he s wi t c hbo ar d f o r  t h r ee ho ur s du r i ng 

t he ev en i n g s . I  wor k f r o m 7 t o 10 a t  n i gh t  h e r e . That  gav e me a 

v er y f u l l  day as I  went  t o t he V 0g u e Sc h o o l  i n t he mor ni ng and I  

wor k ed i n t he a f t e r n o o n . T hen i n t he eveni ng I  woul d come bao k her e 

t o wo r k . I  had t o go t o t h r ee d i f f e r e n t  p i  c es i n ono day and t hat  

IN 8 har d bec aus e t  l ey ar e not  t oo l o s e t o g e t h e r . I t  t ak es qu i t e a 

wh i l e f o r  me t o go dow t own f r om way out  her e on t he we s t s i d e . 

" I  have been her o f o r  o nv er  1 1 / 2 mont hs now end I  l i k e i t  a l o t . 

Ther e ar e about  25 peo p l e s t a y i n g i n t he ho us a l t o g e t h e r . I t  i s 

near  t he s t o c k y ar ds but  t he s mel l  c omi ng f r om t her e d o e s n ' t  bo t her  

me t oo muc h. I t  i s o n l y s t r o ng on t h e day t he wi nd b l o ws our  way . 

, T he peo p l e i n t he ho us e a r e no s t  s y mpat het i c and t hey a l way s want  t o 

h e l p . I n s p i t e o f  t h a t , t he r e l a t i o n s h i p Remai ns i mper s o nal  and I  oan 

l ead my own l i f e wi t ho ut  ge t t i n g i mpos ed up o n . I t  i s much bet t er  

t han d o i n g do mes t i c wo r k f o r  r oom and bo a r d . 

" I  was wo r k i n g f i v e n i g h t s a week her e but  now I  o n l y do i t  f o u r  

n i g h t s . I  t ak e Wednes day o f f  and a l s o t he week - ends . I  t h i nk I  w i l l  

hav e t o pay a l i t t l e f o r  r oom and boar d a f t e r  t h i s but  t hey h a v e n ' t  

s a i d an y t h i n g t o me y e t . I  d i d t h i s bec aus e I  want ed t o h? ve one 

f r ee n i gh t  t o my s el f  d u r i n g t he week . T her e ar e so many t h i n g t h f t  

a g i r l  has t o get  do ne and I  d i d n ' t  hove t i m t o do an y t h i n g b e f o r e . 

" f h e s c hedu l e I  was f o l l o wi n g go t  t oo har d f o r  me and I  d i d n ' t  

know what  t o do . f i n a l l y I  dec i ded t hat  I  had b e t t e r  c u i t  s c ho o l  f o r  
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a wh i l e . L as t  week I  q u i t  t he V 0 ue » c o o l  and I  hi  v e n ' t  dec i ded t o 

go bac k o r  n o t . I  j us t  h av en * t  been go i ng t o c l a s s es and I  h a v e n ' t  

pa i d ¡y mo nt h l y f e e . I  d o n ' t  t h i nk I ' l l  go bac k t her e now bec aus e i t  

i  i l l  t ak e me t oo l o ng t o f i n i s h . I ' m t h i n k i n g o f  go i ng t o c o l l ege 

now. I  have s t a r t ed t o a s k about  t he bes t  c o l l age t o go t o . That  

wo n ' t  be f o r  t hr ee mont hs y e t , ' I  q u i t  Vogue b»: c aus e I  wo u l d h? ve 

t ak en y ear s t o get  t h r u on t he a l f  t i me bas i s I  was f o l l owi ng , T her e 

was t oo much wor k t h t  t hey as s i gn ed u s t o do at  home, I  us d t o s t ay 

up u n t i l  n i d n i  :ht  a f t e r  I  f i n i s h e d ny wor k at  Ben t o n Ho us e i n o r der  t o 

do my s c hoo l  wo r k and I  was g e t t i n g gr o ggy .< I  nev er  d i d c at c h up and 

I  had t o s t ay i n on J  und y do i n g t h i s homewor k . "7e had t o dr aw and 

d e s i g n c l o t hes and t hat  t ook a l o ng t i me. I t  t ak es ho ur s t o dr aw t he 

f i g u r e . I t  t o o k me about  t wo ho ur s f o r  a d r awi n g and t hey i  an t ed f  ur  

done f o r  eac h a s s i g n me n t .  ̂ I t  &o t  t o bo t o o har d on my ey es . I  d i d n ' t  

hav e any s o c i a l  l i f e at  a l l  and i t  wa s n ' t  good f o r  me t o l i v e suc h a 

f u l l  l i f e aper y d a y , £ v er y mi nut e o f  t he day was s c hedu l ed and I  

o o ul d har d l y t ak e a t i me out  t o dr aw a deep br eat h,- T̂ I  c an t h i n k up a 

l o t  o f  a l i b i s , P Obabl y I  want ed t o qu i t  bec aus e I  want ed t o t ak e a 

v a c a t i o n .  ̂ I t  was an i mp o s s i b l e l i f e t hat  I  ,v a l i v i n g and I  /as 

g e t t i n g p h y s i c a l l y exhaus t ed? ) But  I  gues s o t h er  peo l e c an do i t , 

but  no t  me. 

n i s e i  

"One o f  t h e / g i r l s I  knew at  Vogue had ; n ev en har der  t hen I  d i d . 

And she d i d n ' t  s een t o mi nd i t  as much as I . She got  up at  4 : 3 0 

ev er y mor ni ng f o r  sevven day s o f  t he wee- . ' f che wo r k ed s a bus g i r l  

u n t i l  8 i n t he mo r ni ng an < t hen sh went  t o Vogu Sc h o o l , * 11 day 

u n t i l  5 i n t he a f t e r n o o n and t hen she wo ul d r us h b ok t o wor k as a 

bus g i r l  f r om 6 t o 9. She i s a t e r r i b l e s i gh t  now and s he has bagr  

u n d e r  h e r  ey as . I  d o n ' t  s ee how s he do s i t , hut  s he has much mor e 

s t ami na t han I  h av e . I  t h i n k t hat  t h i s i s t oo much o f  i  s a c r i f i c e 
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f o r  an edu c a t i o n . Maybe i f  I  o a n ' t  t ak e t hnt  t hen I  am a we a k l i n g . 

Bu t , I  hav e no i n t en t i o n s o f  mak i ng my s el f  s i c k no w. I  hav e hear d t o o 

much abo ut  how eas y t h e J apanes e get  T . B . and I  am c a u t i o u s . I t ' s 

t e r r i b l e t o get  T . B . bec aus e t he o t her  J ap anes e t h i n k t hat  i t  i s t he 

wo r nt  d i s e a s e y o u c an g e t . 

" I  p r o bab l y wo n ' t  do any t h i ng i  t  t  i l  ( bout  Vogue as I  am t hr u 
* 

wi t h t hat  no w. I  wi l l  p r o bab l y go t o Cen t r a l  t Y ' c o l l ege o r  t o 

L o y o l a Un i v e r s i t y i n F eb r u a r y , " y b i g p r o bl em r i gh t  now i s t o get  

ano t her  par t  t i me j ob i n t he mo r n i ng o r  a f t e r n o o n u n t i l  t h en . I  was 

t h i n k i n g o f  t r y i ng t o get  a j ob at  t he Un i v r s i t y o f  Chi oa, o i n. t he 

J apanes e l anguage s c ho o l  t her e but  I  h a v e n ' t  go t  enough edu c at i o n f o r  

t hat » I  woul d l i k e t o be an o f f i c e wo r k er  t her e but  t he;-  o n l y pay 

50 c en t s an h o u r . ?.%ybo I  can ga t  a f u l l  t i me j o b u n t i l  F ebr uar y but  

I  am a f r a i d t hat  t he emp l o y er  wi l l  l ot  l i k e i t  i t  I  qu i t  a f t e r  t h r ee 

mo nt hs . Too many n i s e i  q u i t  t h e i r  j o bs a f t e r  wo r k i ng o n l y a s ho r t  

t i me and I  d o n ' t  want  t o ge t  a bad r e p u t a t i o n , j l  c o ul d wor k a l l  day 

at  P age and Di xo n but  I  wo u l d o n l y get  t bo ut  , 1 0 a mo nt h . I t  i s © 
b e t t e r  f o r  me t o wor k o n l y h a l f  a day and get  ,60 a mont h t h er e , I  

d d n ' t  k l ow what  I  wi l l  do y et  about  J obs but  I  am p r et t y s u r e a out  

s t a r t i n g c o l l ege next  s emes t er . \  

h B u t  t hen , I  may move t o some o t her  c i t y a l t h o I  d o n ' t  k i o w. I t  

a l l  depends o n what  happens . I  may et  t h e u r ge v er y s udden l y » I  

d o n ' t  know why but  I  l i k e t o go f r om p l ac e t o p i ao . I  know I  hat e 

t o do a l l  t hat  p: ek i ng bec aus e i t ' s so much t r o ub l e . J  

" I  want  t o go t o c o l l eg bec aus e I  l i k e t o be edu c a t ed . I  d o n ' t  

t h i n k t hat  I  wi l l  r v e r  r eg r e t  i t . May be I  wi l l  be t oo o l d f o r  t he 

o t her  s t uden t s i f  I  s t a r t  out  i n my s ec ond y ear  no w. Do y ou t h i n k 

t hat  t hey wi l l  ho t i o e i t  uc h? l o t  o f  o l d e r  p eo p l e go t o c o l l ege 

now so I  gue s t hey wo n ' t  n o t i c e mo t oo u c h . I  c o u l d go t o wo r k f u l l  
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t i n e now and f o r ge t  abo ut  c o l l e g e , but  I  wo n ' t  get  an y t h i n g out  o f  i t  

exc ept  some s mal l  s a v i n g s . I  t h i n k I  wo ul d g t  t o o r es t l e s s « I  k now 

I  woul d get  s t agnant  and I  wo u l d n ' t  hav e any mor e gr o wt h . May be i t  i s 

a f o o l i s h i dea t o go t o c o l l ege no w, I  d o n ' t  know« r  "ost  o f  t he ni  ei  

and o t her  p eo p l e I  hav e c o ns u l t ed t e l l  me t hat  i t  i s a was t e o f  t i me , 

money and e f f o r t  f o r  a g i r l  r ay ©ge t o go t o c o l l ege now« They p o i n t  

out  t hat  ev en wi t h a c o l l eg e educ-  t i o n , I  woul d o n l y et  a men i a l  j o b . 

T hey s ay t hat  i f  X get  a j o b now I  woul d have mor e c hanc e t o wor k 

a f t e r  t h e war  bec aus e when t he war  o v er , t he n i s e i  wo n ' t  hav e a 

c hanc e t o get  good j o bs l i k e now. ' t her ef o r e, some n i s e i  t e l l  me t hat  

i t  i s b e t t e r  t o make money now and s av e i t  f o r  a f t e r  t he war . I  d o n ' t  

know i f  t hey ar e r i g h t  or  n o t . 

"T h er e ar e a l s o some peo p l e who enc o ur age me t o go on t o c o l l e g e . 

I t  i s o n l y t hr ee mor e y ea r s and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  w i l l  be t oo o l d t h en . 

Go i n g t o c o l  ege i s a way o f  l i v i n g and I  l i k e i t  bec aus e t her e seems 

t o be mor e pur po s e t o l i t f e. I  wi l l  j u s t  t ak e a gen er a l  c our s e and 

d ec i d e l a t e r  on what  I  s h o u l d s p e c i a l i z e up o n . I  w i l l  k eep up my 

s ho r t  hand a t  t he same t i me bec aus e i t  wi l l  a l way s be u s e f u l  i n c as e 

I  need a j o b as s e c r e t a r y . I  woul d c o n t i nue some des i gn i ng i n c o l l eg e 

but  t hey do not  g i v e t hes e c o u r s es . 

[ " I  d o n ' t  mi nd do i n g o f f i c e wor k t o o much but  a f t e r  t he war , t he 

J ap anes e g i r l s may not  be a b l e t o ge t  o f f i c e j o bs at  a l l  ev en t ho 

t hey c an get  t hem no w. I t  i s ha d t o s ay whet her  I  wo ul d have any 

l es r  ch nee o f  g e t t i n g a j ob i f  I  went  t o c o l l ege now i n s t ead o f  

wo r k i ng« 

"I !y ho pes f o r  t he f u t u r e ar e t o r n . ) T her e i s s o met h i ng e l s e t hat  

i s o n my mi nd . I  want  t o he l p my p er en t s get  out  o f  camp and I  s t i l l  

want  t o go t o s c i ool  at  t he same t i n e . I  woul d l i k e t o h e l p my 

p ar en t s but  t hat  woul d mean t hat  I  wo u l d hav e t o g i v e up s o met h i ng. 
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What  do y o u t h i  i k I  s ho ul d do ? I  s uppo s e I  hav e t o d ec i d e y s el i ' one 

o f  t hes e day s but  I  k eep p u t t i n g i t  o f f . 

"E v en i f  I  wor k f u l l  t i me I  c o u l d n ' t  s uppo r t  my f ami l y by my s el f  

any way . I t  i s t oo har d f o r  an i s s e i  t o get  a j ob out  her e and my 

f a t h e r  i s g e t t i n g t oo o l d t o wo r k . Tly b r o t her  i s i n I owa now and he 

i s go i ng t o some k i nd o f  mec han i c a l  s c h o o l  t her e so t hat  he c a n ' t  

he l p out  muc h, [ ¿ mot her  t h i n g i s t hat  I f  I  br o ught  my p a r en t s out  her e 

I  woul d be a b s o l u t e l y t i ed down and I  woul d h? v e no f r eedo m at  a l l . 

I  wo u l d n ' t  be ab l e t o move ar ound t o ano t her  p l ac e i n c as e I  go t  t he 

u r g e . Bu t , I  woul d l i k e t o get  my p ar en t s out  o f  camp bec aus e t hat  

i s no t  s uc h a good l i f e . ;. t  t he same t i me, I  want  t o go t o c o l l ege 

j us t  as b a d l y . I  gav e up c o l l ege onc e t o do dome; t i c wor k i n o r der  t o 

hel p out  my f ami l y and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  s ho u l d do i t  a g a i n . But  t h en , 

t h i s i s a d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n t han b e f o r e . I  c a n ' t  ac c o mp l i s h bo t h , 

c an I ? 

"T h en a g a i n , a c o l l ege edu c at i o n d o e s n ' t  h e l p out  much i n a 

mat er i a l  way . I  have t ho ught  o f  s o c i a l  wo r k t o o , but  I  wo u l d n ' t  l i k e 

t o do t he k i n d o f  s o c i a l  wo r k t hat  t he d i r e c t o r  o f  Dent o n Hous e do es . 

I  d o n ' t  want  t hat  much po wer  o v er  p eo p l e . I n camp I  c o ul d have done 

s o c i a l  wo r k i f  I  had some t r a i n i n g , I  t h i n k i t  woul d be i n t e r es t  ng 

wo r k . T h a t ' s about  a l l  I  t ho ught  o f  i t , 1 d o n ' t  expec t  t hat  t her e 

woul d be much f i n a n c i a l  r e t u r n i n s o c i a l  wo r k , i t  t ak es 5 y ear s t o 

get  a l l  t hat  t r a i n i n g f o r  s oc i  1 wor k and I  d o n ' t  know i f  I  c o u l d do 

i t  f o r  t hat  l o n g . 

f  -

" I ' m a l l  mi xed up abo ut  ev e r y t h i n g , I  s up p o s e. 1 am not  s ur e as 

t o what  my t a l en t s ar e and t hat  i s why I  c a n ' t  make any d e f i n i t e 

Q c ho i c e no . . . T en y ear s f r om now wi l l  t e l l  t h e s t o r y I  s up p o s e . I  ha e 

t o dec i de some t i me but  I  d o n ' t  know f t hen t hat  wi l l  b e . I  know t hat  

I  am not  s a t i s f i e d wi t h my par eent  c o n d i t i o n bec aus e I  am no t  at  eas e 
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and t her e ar e many wo r r i es wh i o h mi x mo up and make me d i s s a t i s f i e d . 

I  c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e what  ny next  s t ep wi l l  bo<! l t h o I  am r eas o nab l y 

s ur e t hat  I  wi l l  s t ar t  c o l l e g e . Bey ond t h r t , I  d o n ' t  know what 7 I  

s uppo s e t hat  a f t e r  t he war , I  w i l l  j us t  go on as b e f o r e . I  hav e no 

i n t en t i o n s o f  go i ng bac k t o C a l i f o r n i a . Why s ho ul d I ? I  hav e no t h i ng 

t o h o l d me t her e and I  hav e a b s o l u t e l y no s en t i men t a l  r e s o ns t o go 

bac k at  a l l . Ber k e l ey i s no t  ny r ea l  home t own and I  d o n ' t  f ee nos -

t a l g i c abo ut  i t . I  d o n ' t  f e e l  t hat  way abo ut  any p l ĉ e I ' v e l i v e d . 

" hat  I  wi l l  h; v e t o do i s t o go any p l ao e wher e t h e o ppo r t un i t y 

i s t he bes t  ev en i f  i t  i s i n So u t h ^mer i c a , Eur o pe or  J ap an . I  j us t  

s t a r t  mo v i n when t he s i t u t i o n get s t o o ho t  f o r  me, I  ge t  bo r ed and 

I  need v r i e t y . I  gu es s I  an j u s t  an e s c a p i s t  a l t h o I  t h i n k t hat  i t  

i s ny adv ent ur o us s p i r i t  t hat  makes me want  t o go on t o t he next  p ce_ 

f , I  h a v e n ' t  g i v en mar r i age t o o much t hought  bec aus e t hat  i s not  

e n t i r e l y up t o me. I  f e e l  t hat  mar r i age w 11 make m l end � n o r d i -

n a r y , av e r age h o u s ewi f e and I  d o n ' t  want  t o t u r n out  t o be r  house-

mai d o n l y . I  s uppos e t hat  t h i s wi l l  be my u l t l m t e f a t e but  I  wi l l  

t r y t o av o i d i t  f o r  ?� wh i l e � a t  l eas t  u n t i l  I  get  mor e s a t i s f a c t i o n 

out  o f  f o l l o wi n g my p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s . Mar r i a e / i l l  be t he way i t  

wi l l  t u r n out  f o r  me one o f  t he e d a y s . I t  hap ens t o most  g i r l s but  

now t her e i s no t  t hat  d e s i r e t o have t h i s s o r t  o f  t h i ng and I  d o n ' t  

want  i t  y e t . P eo p l e t h nk t hat  i  am ¡r azy and t h t  I  w i l l  get  t o be 

an o l d mai d but  I  am onl y . 83 now and t her e ar e i  l o t  o f  n i s e i  g i r l s 

o l d e r  t han I  am who ar e not  mar r i ed . 

"Mar r i age i n i t s e l f  i s no t  an eas y t  i ng and i t  i s s o n et h i n g t hat  

I  d o n ' t  want  t o das h i  l t o wi t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g . I  das h i  - to o t her  

t  l i ngs b u t  no t  mar r i age . My p ar en t s had a har d mar r i  ge and I  want  t o 

be s ur e t hat  I  d o n ' t  hav e t he s ane t h i ĝ hap p en i ng t o me. T her e ar e 

t i  es when I  d e s i r e ma r r i a g e , but  I  a l s o r ea l i z e t hat  i t  c an be d i f f i -
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c u l t . *\ heh a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  I  know get  mar r i ed , I  f e e l  t hat  maybo I  

s ho u l d t o o . But  a l s o , I  s ee so much o f  t hat  d i s c o n t en t  and I  know 

t hat  mar r i age i s no t  a bed o f  r o s e s . The b i o l o g i c a l  u r ge i s a c t i v e 

mor e i n men t han i n women. A woman j u s t  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  i t  t he same way 

as man. Maybe t hat  i s bec aus e I  am unc Ur - s exed. I f  I  do f a l l  i n 

l o v e , I  w i l l  f o r get  abo ut  ev er y t h i n g e l s e and g t  mar r i ed r i  ht  away . 
i  

But  y o u k no w, I  d o n ' t  have t i e o p p o r t u n i t y t o rfceet  f e l l o ws t o o much 

no w, t hat  i s why I  am i  �c l i ned t o be c y n i c 1 about  l o v e . Maybe I  

wi l l  f e e l  a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t l y a f t e r  a wh i l e . I  r .̂ a l i z e t hat  a happy 

mar r i age i s good t o o , but  I  d o n ' t  know i f  t hat  i s Goi ng, t o happen t o 

me. Tomebo y t o l d me t h.i t  one mar r i age out  o f  s i x ends i n 

f a i l u r e and I  m <ht  be t he u n l u c k y o n e . I t  seems t hat  t he wor s t  t h i n g 

.cor t  o f  f o l l o w me. 

" I  wo u l dn ' t  t h i n k o f  h av i ng an a f f a i r  and l i v i n g i t h a man wi t h -

o ut  t he b e n e f i t  o f  c l e r g y . I  u e s s I  ha e had mor al  t r a i n i n g ag a i n s t  

i t  f o r  my s e l f , but  I  wo u l d n ' t  c ar e i f  my f r i e n d s d i d i t . g i r l  c an 

l i v e wi t h a man out  her e and nobody woul d know an y t h i n g bout  i t . But  

t h en , i t  bec omes a p u r e l y p h y s i c a l  a f f a i r  and i t  i s o n l y f o r  a t empo-

r ar y moment . The man wo u l d n ' t  i n s p ec t  y ou a f t e r  t hat  v er y muc h. I  

s uppos e t hat  i t  i s a l l  r i g h t  i f  y o u have t o g i v e i n t o t hes e u r ges 

but  I  wo u l d n ' t  do i t . I t ' s not  t he way t o l i v e at  a l l . T her  ar e a 

l o t  o f  n i s e i  g i r l  who d o n ' t  g i v e da r n i  bout  c o nv ent i o ns now, but  

l ost  n i s e i  g i r l s d o n ' t  g i v e i n bec aus e t her e i s t o o much g o s s i p go i ng 

a r o u n d , I  f e e l  sor r y v f o r  t ho s e g i r l s ./ho get  pr  gnant  and who ar e 

not  mar r i ed* I  wo u l d n ' t  k tow wh i t  t o do i f  t h t  ev er  happend t o me. 

That  i s t he hot t ei  t  spot  a g i r l  c an ev e r  r e t  i  t o and t h; t  i s why I  

woul d n ev er  c o n t enp r  t e s t ep p i n g o e r  t he l  i ne. 

" I  f e e l  t hat  t her e a r e ft  o t her  s o c i a l  ad i us t ment s wh i c h ar e mor e 

no r mal . I  h a v e n ' t  had "¡uch s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y up t o now as I  wa t oo 
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bus y . I  p l o y ed b r i d e l ao t  Sunday wi t h some boy s who c ane o v e r , but  

I  h a v e n ' t  gone out  on any da t es s i nc e I ' v e been h e r e . I  d o n ' t  mi s s 

i t  t oo much bec aus e I  am busy a l l  t he t i me. Gi r l s hav e so many t h i n gs 

f l o. We have t o t ak e t i me t o s ew, wr i t e l e t t e r s , was h c l o t h es , f i x 

our  h a i r  an d i r o n . That  d o e s n ' t  l eav emuc h s par e t i me a f t e r  you do 
i  

t ho s e t h i n g s . 

" I  f e e l  s o r r y f o r  t he n i s e i  f e l l o w who mi s s t he s oc i  1 l i f e t hey 

had be f o r e bec aus t her e i s so l i t t l e o f  i t  her e f o r  t hem. I  d o n ' t  

know wh et h er  t hey s ho u l d h i v e b i g danc es o r  n o t . I t  nay c us e some 

t r o ub l e and i t  may be a l l  r i g h t . At  t h V 0 ue 8o ho 1 , t he n i s e i  

g i r l s put  on an a l l - n i s e i  danc e when I  was t h e r e . T h er  wer e way mor e 

boy s who came t han g i r l s . I t  war  f a i r l y s u c c e s s f l  t h o . The g i r l s 

at  Vo gue ar e not  go i ng t o put  on v e r y manfr  o f  t hes e danc s but  t hey 

w i l l  hav e t hem onc e i n a wh i l e* One good t h i n g bout  hav i ng n i s e i  

danc es i s t hat  i t  i s a good way t o meet  p eo p l e , e s p e c i a l l y i f  you a r e 

l o o k i n g f o r  a p r o s p ec t i v e mi t e . But  t he n i s e i  us ua 11; go i n c l i q u es 

so maybe t hey s ho u l d not  have t hes e b i g n i s e i  a f f a i r ? # I t  i s r  t t y 

har d t o get  i n t o a n i s - i  c l l q u . As f o r  i y s e l f , I  d o n ' t  e r e as I  

d o n ' t  h? v e much i n t e r e s t  i n d an c es . I  wo u l d l i k e t o ';o t o a p ar t y 

once i n a wh i l e t h o . 

" I t  i s t ough f o r  mos t  o f  us t o be t hr own c o mpl et el y i n an Amer i -

c an s o c i e t y , but  I  s uppo s e i t  i s b e t t e r  i n th« l o ng r un . I  gues s t he 

n i s e i  wi l l  c o ngr egat e i n s p o t s . Maybe i t  i s i n e v i t ? b l e . But  I  d o n ' t  

b e l i e v e i  i  h av i n t ho s e J ap anes e t owns l i k b e f o r e . But  I  do f e e l  

t hat  i t  i s a r d on t he n i s e i  now bec aus e we ar e so d i f f e r e n t  and we 

a r  no t  e a s i l y as s i  i l l * b l e . I  t h i n k t hat  i n most  o f  t he n i s e i  mi nds 

t he;; - ant  t o be i n t eg r an t ed . But  i n act u-  l i t y , i t  seems al mos t  i m-

p o s s i b l e . The J apanes e f e e l  s o r t  o f  s hy and t hey dr aw bac k i n t h e i r  

as o o i a t i o n s . L i k e at  t he VogU' dancej � t h e r  was one Amer i c an c o up l e 
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who cane and none o f  t he ni s r  l  woul d danc e wi t h t hen . ver y- t hi ng was 

f r o z en u n t i l  t he Amer i c an c oupl e l o f t . 

n I  t h i nk t hat  t he gover nment  s houl d o n l y get  t he n i s e i  j o bs ai d 

not  «enc o ur age t hen t o congr egat e . Thos e danc es woul d o n l y dr aw t he 

r owdy n i s e i  boy s anyway and t h i r  wi l l  c r eat e a bad i npr  s s i o n . I t  

m kes t hen t oo c o ns p i c uo us and peo p l e wi l l  t h i nk t h t  a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  

a r e l i k e t hem. 

" I  know o f  sone n i s e i  who o r e g o i n g . b ac k t o -  a l t  l ak e C i t y . I  

know o f  some who hav e a l r eady l e f t . They t o l d ne bef o r e I  l e f t  , a l t  

L ak e C i t y not  t o cone t o Ch i c ago bec aus e i t  was not  a good p l a c e . 

They s: I d t hat  my pur s e woul d bo s nat c hed away at  t he r a i l r o ad s t a-

t i o n . They a l s o t o l d no t h; t  i t  was t oo danger o us t o wa l k by my s el f  

i n t he s t r e t . They t hought  t hat  a n i s e i  woul d, not  have a good t i ne 

out  h er e . I  got  t he i mpr es s i o n t hat  Ch i c ago was on u n c i v i l i z e d c i t y 

and I  was s ur p r i s ed when I  got  her e t o f i nd t h t  t he hous es wer e j us t  

l i k e t hose bac k wes t  and t hat  t he peo p l e d i d not  ac t  any d i f f e r e n t l y . 

I  t hi  k t hat  t he n i s e i  d o n ' t  l i k e Ch i c ago bec aus e t hey have hear d so 

many r umor s t hat  you o an 9t  have a good t i me h e r e . T h i s depends upon 

t he i n d i v i d u a l  t ho , d o es n ' t  i t ? 

"A l t ho wr  hav e a l i b r a r y her e I  do n ' t  do much r ead i ng . I t  i s a l l  

I  c an do t o k eep my shoes p o l i s hed and my f ac e power ed. I  need a l o t  

o f  s l eep and I  c a n ' t  t  ko t i me out  f o r  r ead i n , I  no v er  r ead t he 

news paper s and I  d o n ' t  f o l l o w t he war  at  a l l  bec aus e I  am not  much 

i n t er es t ed i n i t  and J f  I  r ead t he paper s i t  wi l l  k eep me f r om my 

s l e e p . I  d o n ' t  ev en 1 r i t e nany l e t t e r s now bec aus e I  do n ' t  hav e t he 

t i ne* hen I  do wr i t e , i t  i s u s u a l l y t o my r es et t l ed f r i e n d s i n o t her  

c i t i e s o r  t o some p o p l 1 i  1 cam . ' I  a l s o wr i t e l e t t e r s t o n i s e i  

s o l d i e r s . I  o n l y wr i t e t o one or  t wo 0 uo ar i ? ms but  not  v er y o f t en . 

I  nev er  l i s t e n t o t he r adi o at  a l l . I  do n ' t  ev en go t o t he s ho ws . I  
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went  t o t he show t wi c e t h i s week but  t hat  i s u n u s u a l . I t  was o nl y 

beo aus e I  am no l o n g e r  go l  l g t o t he Vogue s c h o o l . 

" I  am j us t  beg i n n i n g t o r e l  x a l i t t l e now s i  i ce my day i : no t  

so f u l l . I  l i k e b r i dge but  I  o n l y p l ay ed Sunday f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me 

s i n c e comi ng out  and I  d o n ' t  know when I ' l l  ev er  p l ay a g a i n . I  am not  

i n t e r es t ed i n s po r t s t  a l l . To t o l l  t he t j r at h, I  h a v e n ' t  had any 

p er s o n a l  v i s i t o r s at  a l l . Y o u ar e t h e f i r s t  one t o come see«» me s i nc e 

I  hav e been out  h e r o . I  know q u i t e a f ew n i s e i  i n Ch i c ago but  I  

nev er  hav e t i me t o go s ee t hem. I t  i s no t  t o s a f e f o r  a g i r l  t o go 

out  a l o n e 1 t e at  n i g h t . I  meet  a l o t  o f  peo p l e i n t  l e hous e her e 

but  I  hove no t  hod t i me t o get  t o know t hem r ea l  we l l . 

" I  d o n ' t  have any i n t e r e s t  i n t he war  now bec aus e I  have not  

r ead enough t o f o r m any o p i n i o n s y e t . I  am j us t  l i k e t he ot h< r  

Amer i c an s , I  g u es s , I  woul d l i k e t o be mor e p o l i t i c a l l y mi nded but  

I  h a v e n ' t  done Any t h i ng abo ut  i t . I ' v e o n l y r one t o c hur c h onc e wi t h 

t he ho us e peo p l e h e r e . I  hat e t o go by my s el f  a l t h o I  d i d do t h t  

onc e when I  war  do wnt o wn. I  d o n ' t  l o o k upon my i mmedi at e f u t u r e wi t h 

any s o r t  o f  o n t i c i p a t i o n at  a l l . A l l  I  want  t o do no w, i s t o r e s t . 

I  woul d go t o some o f  t he n i s e i  a f f a i r s t hat  ar e comi ng up i f  1 wer e 

as k ed but  I  d o n ' t  I o n f o r  I t . Ano t her  t h i n i s t hat  I  d o n ' t  hav e t he 

t i me. I  i 7ou 1 � o n l y want  a l i t t l e b i t  o f  t h i s s o c i a l  l i f e wi t h a s mal l  

gr o up o f  f r i e n d s , I  d o n ' t  f e e l  s no bb i s h t o war ds t he n i s e i  o r  f e e l  

s u p e r i o r  o r  i n f e r i o r  t o t hem. I  f e e l  V i at  y ou d o n ' t  have t o a s s o c i a t e 

wi t h t he n i s e i  a l t h o w o u l d n ' t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  i t . I  h o n es t l y f e e l  

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  and my b i g g es t  pr obl ems a r  o t her  per son* 1 t  ' i ngs 

l i k e my f  n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s , c l o i c e o f  s c ho o l  t o go t o , and my d e s i r e 

t o b r l n - ny f ami l y o u t . 

"T hat  i s v/hy t he war  does not  t o uc h me at  a l l . I  t h i n k democr ?.cy 

i s t he bes t  way o f  gover nment  and I  j us t  ac c ep t  t h a t . [  omet  $e s I  
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f e e l  h o p e l es s about  i t  bec aus e i t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o come out  r i g h t . I  

hav e no i dea o f  whow t he n i s e i  wi l l  be a f f ec t ed any mor e by t h i s war . 

I  t h i n k t hat  t he n i s e i  d no es » woul d not  be s o bad i f  t her e wer e mor e 

n i s e i  f e l l o ws i n t he a m y . T hen t he Amer i c ans woul d not  t h i  k t hat  

t he n i s e i  wer e g e t t i n g t oo many br eak s now wi t h o u t  f i g h t i n g f o r  t he 

wa r , T hey r es en t  i t  when . f i ey see a l o t  o , n i s e i  on t he s t r ee t s when 

t h e i r  s ons ar e i n t he s e r v i c e . You c a n ' t  bl ame t h :m f o r  t h t . I ' v e 

hear d s ev e r a l  Cauc as i an women s ay t hat  r i g h t  out  i n p u b l i c . 

" I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t hat  th< n i s e i  a r e do i ng eno ugh i n t he wa r  e f f o r t , 

but  I  r ea l l y d o n ' t  know Cor  s ur e bec aus e I  d o n ' t  ev n r end t he - a-

o i x i e C i t i z e n , Mo s t  o f  t he n i s i  I  know have enough t o do i n j us t  

k eep i n � t hem e l v e s go i n g and t o make eno ugh money t o pay t he r e n t . 

Not  many o f  t h n i s e i  g i r l s a r e g o i n .i nt o t he AOs o r  i n t o t he 

Cur ses ' ¿ r a i n i ng Co r p s . I  a n no t  p h y s i c a l l y abl < t o do t hes e t h i n s 

and I  d o n ' t  hav e t he i n t e r e s t . T her e i f  no o p p o r t u n i t y i n t he med i c a l  

f i e l d f o r  ni s f c i  g i r l s bec aus e t he J ap-  n se wi l l  a l l  be s c a t t e r ed out  

a f t e r  t he war  and t her e wi l l  f ee s t i l l  be a l o t  o f  p r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t  

h i r i n r  n i s e i  n u r s es To r  t he Amer i c an h o s p i t a l s . 

n y gener a l  go a l  i s t o o t o c o l l e g e , t hen get  mar r i ed and hav e 

b a b i e s . But  I  may t ur n out  t o be s i n g l e , I  d o n ' t  t h i nk I  c oul d be 

f r u s t r a t ed about  t hat  bec aus e how oan y ou mi s s a t h i ng I f  you nev er  

had i t . I  u s ed t o get  d aper at o abo ut  boys be f o r e but  not  any mo r e. 

I  am not  a f r a i d t o f ac e t he f u t u r e by my r e l f . I t  wo n ' t  be an y t h i n g 

u n u s u a l  bec aus e so $m\ zi y n i s e i  g i r l s a r e s i n g l e no . . i »l l  o f  t he n i s e i  

boy s a r e i n t he A v y an i  a l o t  o f  t h en m y &et  k i l l e d . But  I  s uppo s e 

t hat  t he bes t  t h i n g f o r  t h av er age n i s e i  g i r l  i s t o &e t  mar  l ed and 

i eve c h i l d r e n . 

" I  s t i l l  hav e a s hy nes s t o . /ar ds meet i ng p eo p l e and I  ;et  v er y 

embar r as s ed . I t  i s bec aus e I  n ev e r  have - i nn;/ c o n t ac t s wi t h p eo p l e and 
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I  am n o t  us ed t o i t . I  l i k e peo p l e but  s omet i mes I ' m a f r a i d t hat  t hey 

wo n ' t  ac c ept  ^» M me. I  d o n ' t  have enough pof cse and I  d o n ' t  know w at  

t o s ay when I  meet  t hem f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me, I  s o r t  o f  envy t he soph-

i s t i c a t e d n i s e i  g i r l  and I  wi s h t ' :at  I  hav e mor e con and o v er  my s el f  

l i k e t hem, f o met i mes I  wi s h I  wer e a g l amo r o us g i r l  and mor e ext r o -

v e t . I  am a l way s c aught  f l a t - f o o t ed when I  meet  a new p e r s o n . The 

b l o o d r u. hes t o my f ac e and I  a l mo s t  s t u t t c r  bec aus e I  am so embar -

r a s s ed . Maybe t hat  i s bec aus e my f a t h e r  was s t r i c t  wi t h me and we 

moved ar o und a l o t  and nev er  got  f i r m r o o t s any p l a c e . I  was a f r a i d 

o f  meet i ng peo p l e t hen bec aus e I  d i d no t  have t hat  conf i dent !' . » 

I  , r ' y d e s i r e i s t o be v mor e happy p er s o n and I  r e a l i z e t hat  t h i s 

i s t he t h i n g I  mi s s mo s t . l u t  I  hav e come t o t he po i n t  wher e I  c an 

ac c ep t  my s el f  a i d I  d o n ' t  hav e any s e l f  p i t y . L i f e i s j u s t  l ot  meant  

t o be a l l  r o s es and s moot h, .- hen I  do get  mar r i ed , my i d e a l  hus band 

r ho ul d be u n der s t an d i n g nd k i n d , I  want  h i m t o be much s mar t er  t han 

I  am s o t hat  he c an make a l l  o f  t he d e c i s i o n s . I  h at e t o make de-

c i s i o n s by my s el f  bec aus e i t  r e t s me a l l  mi xed up and I  d o n ' t  know 

i f  I  am do i n/ r i gh t  o r  n o t . I  hope I  oan l o o k f o r war d t o some good 

p r o s p ec t s l i k e t h i s f o r  t he f u t u r e ; I  d o n ' t  mean o n l y mar r i age but  i n 

o o ar eer  t oo i f  t h a t  i s n e c e s s a r y , " 

* 



f ei  

The f o l l o wi n g i s t he f o l l ow- up i n t e r v i ew on Y uk i  ( CH- 20) , t ak en 

f r om O. K . Di a r y : 

A f t e r  d i nner  I  s t ar t ed out  i n t he r a i n t o i n t er v i ew Y uk i  a t  

Conc or d Ho u s e . «/'hen I  go t  t her e t he gr oup had j us t  f i n i s h e d d i n n er  

so t hat  I  was i n t r o duc ed t o some of  t hem. I  was qu i t e s u r p r i s ed t o 

see Geo r ge Ak aho s h i  (CH- 58) t h e r e . He s ai d t hat  he f t ad j us t  moved 

i n l a s t  week as h i s r oom- mat e go t  d r a f t ed and he d i d no t  f eel  l i k e 

l i v i n g by h i m s e l f . . . . . 

I  had c o f f e e wi t h some of  t he peo p l e i n t he Hous e and t hen I  

went  up t o Y u k i ' s r oom wher e we c o u l d hav e p r i v a c y . I t  i s a l a r ge 

b u i l d i n g and t he o c c upant s ar e qu i t e c o mf o r t ab l e t her e . T h i s i s t he 

hous e wher e Tom and f omi  l i v ed when t hey f i r s t  came out  t o Ch i c ago . 

Ther e ar e now abo ut  £3 peo p l e l i vi ng-  t her e and i t  seems t o be an 

i n t e r es t i n g g t o u p . Yuk i  has a v er y l a r ge r oom. Her  r oom- mat e i s 

i n Co nnec t i c u t  r i  ght  now v i s i t i n g her  f ami l y so t hat  we wer e not  

d i s t u r b e d . Y u k i ' s onl y c o mp l a i n t  wi t h t he Hous e was t hat  i t  d i d 

not  hav e enough h e a t , but  how t hat  summer  i s comi ng i t  woul d no t  

be so bad. 

Y uk i  i s a s t r ange g i r l , - a- fter  t he f o r mal  i nt er v i ew» we s pent  

an hour  and a ha l f  t a l k i n g abo ut  Sex.' 1 d i d n ' t  get  out  o f  t he 

p l ac e u n t i l  about  mi d n i g h t , t̂ uki  has an i n t ens e i n t e r es t  i n s ex 

r i gh t  now bec ause h er  f ami l y has nev er  ment i o ned t he f a c t s o f  l i f e 

t o h e r . She s a i d t hat  t h i s was a t abbo siti  j ec t  i n h er  home and her  

mot her  never  ex p l a i n ed what  mens t r ua t i o n was . Her  br o t her s wer e 

y ounger  so t hat  *uk i  has er  own up wi t h some p ec u l i a r  i d eas . She 

f ee l s t hat  i f  a boy k i s s e s h er , he has ot her  mo t i v es so t hat  she 

get s on guar d r i g h t  away and she i s v er y s u s p i c i o n s o f  t hem. She 

t hought  t hat  she was not  nor mal  bec aus e she s ai d t hat  she d i d no t  

have t he b i o l o g i c a l  ur ges l i k e o t her  g i r l s . Y et  she want s t o get  



mar r i ed "bec aus e t hat  i s nor mal  and I  want  t o be n o r ma l . " 

I  had t o t e l l  Yuk i  a l l  abo ut  t he f ac t s o f  l i f e i n o r der  t o 

ma i n t a i n t he r ap p o r t . My Go d, she must  be 24 and I  c a n ' t  c o nc ei v e 

o f  any g i r l  her  age b e i n g t hat  nai v e. ' Y uk i  s a i d t hat  i f  anj , boy-

made 8dv anc es t o her  she woul d t h i n k t hat  he was a l ow c har ac t er  

bec aus e h i s mi nd woul d be f i l l we d wi t h d i r t y t ho ught s . ' I  as k ed her  

i f  she woul d p l ac e a hus band i n t h i s c a t ego r y and s h e sai d t hat  she 

d i d n o t  n̂ow.' Y uk i  i s so c u r i o u s abo ut  ¿ ex and y e t  s he seems t o 

hav e some s o r t  o f  ment al  b l o c k . I  d i d n ' t  t r y t o c hange her  at t i -

t udes any s i nc e she p l a c es j udgment  on a mor al  b a s i s . ¿he was 

amazed when I  t o l d her  t hat  a l o t  of  î s e i  boys went  t o ho us es o f  

p r o s t i t u t i o n . ĥe t ho ught  t hat  t hey wer e t oo "h o n o r a b l e " t o ever  

do any t h i ng l i k e t hat . ' I 'he - ŝsei  p ar en t s must  be s t r i c t e r  t han a 

c o ns ent  t o a l l o w t h e i r  dau gh t er s t o gr ow up i n s uc h i gno r anc e. ' She 

s ai d t hat  1 was t he " f i r s t  boy t o ev er  t e l l  her  abo ut  any o f  t hes e 

t h i n g s . " I  t h i nk Yuki  i s f r us t r at ed b u t  she wo n ' t  ever  admi t  t h a t . 

I t  d o e s n ' t  s eem t o be nor mal  t o be so c u r i o us about  s ex at  her  a g e . 

E i t her  t hat , or  she i s c e r t a i n l y n a i v e . 

Mos t  o f  t he ev eni ng we t a l k ed about  o t her  t h i n g s . Yuk i  s t i l l  

seems t o be ver y r es t l e s s i n d i v i d u a l , ¿he f ee l s t hat  t he onl y 

t h i ng she c an c l i n g t o i s c o l l ege at t endanc e as her  l i f e does not  

have much mean i ng o t h er wi s e . She i s no t  a t t en d i n g s c hoo l  r i gh t  now 

but  s he t h i nk s t hat  s he wi l l  go bac k i n t he ¿Pal l , ¿he i s ma j o r i n g 

i n t he So c i a l  Sc i en c es but  she do es not  c a r e f or  many o f  t he sub-

j ec t s i n i t  exc ep t  E n g l i s h . She does not  know what  she wi l l  do 

wi t h her  educ at i o n a l t h o she b e l i ev es t hat  i t  wi l l  make her  l i f e 

f u l l e r . I  t hi nk, t hat  i n many ways she has dev el o ped s i nc e t hat  

l a s t  t i me I  s aw h e r . ĥe i s s t i l l  t he t i mi d t ype but  she seems t o 

have a gr eat er  degr ee o f  s e l f - c o n f i denc e t han she had b e f o r e . I  
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t h i n k t hat  t h i s i s ac c o unt ab l e f ox by t he f ac t  t hat  she has been 

l i v i n g i n c o o per at i v e ho us es ev er  s i nc e comi ng t o Ch i c ago . 

Y uk i  does not  f e e l  t hat  she has any r o o t s i n t h i s c i t s * j e t  

a f t e r  a l mo s t  t wo y e a r s ' r e s i d e n c e . She i s t h i n k i n g o f  er oi ng t o 

e i t her  New Y o r k or  Mi n n eap o l i s i n J une , "o r  1 mi ght  j us t  s t ay on 

h e r e . " Her  onl y go al  at  p r es en t  i s t o k eep wo r k i ng and s ave some 

money f o r  her  f ami l y r e s e t t l emen t . T h i s wo r r i es her  a g r e a t  dea l  

but  s he does not  t h i nk she c an do a t h i n g t o hel p out  so t hat  she 

has not  made any p l a n s . h e r  c o n t i n u a l  r emar k s a b o u t ma n i a g e woul d 

seem t o i n d i c a t e t hat  t h i s i s what  bo t her s her  t he mo s t , ¿he now 

t h i nk s t hat  s he mi ght  be a c ar eer  g i r l  as her  c hanc es ar e s l i p p i n g 

b j  f a s t , but  a f ew s en t enc es l a t e r  she wi l l  t e l l  about  what  hopes 

she has and how she t ur ned down a c o up l e o f  p r o p o s a l s . 

Yuk i  i s wo r k i ng at  t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Ch i c ago as g&p E a l p e r n ' s 

s ec r et ar y i n t he C i v i l  A f f a i r s T r a i n i n g P r o gr am. The pr ogr am i s 

due t o f o l d up i n augus t  but  she b e l i ev es t hat  she wi l l  be t r ans -

f e r r ed t o ano t her  depar t ment  i f  she want s t o s t ay o n . r e t a i l e d 

comment s f o l l o w. 



November  29 , 1945 

CH- 20 

A d d i t i o n a l  no t es by J S 

I  met  Y u r i  when I  was a s t udent  i n B e r k e l ey , when I  

had r e s i d e d t her e f o r  about  a y e a r . I  was a t t en d i n g t he 

Buddh i s t  Chur c h t her e r eg u l a r l y ev er y Sunday , and t o o k 

c har ge o f  t he Sen i o r  C l a s s , wh i c h c o n s i s t ed mo s t l y o f  c o l l ege 

s t u d en t s . At  t he t i me I  wa s n ' t  on v er y i n t i mat e t er ms wi t h 

t he o t her  y o ung p eo p l e i n c h u r c h . T her e was a t y p i c a l  U i s e i  

c l i q u e wh i c h t o o k a gr eat  dea l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n b a s k e t b a l l , 

wh i c h wa '̂popul ar  among N i s e i s at  t he t i me, and somehow I  

d i d no t  f i t  i n wi t h t hat  g r o u p . I  was i n t e r es t ed i n s oc i o -

l o g i c a l  pr obl ems ev en t h en , and o t her s d i d not  s eem t o s har e 

t h i s i n t e r es t  wi t h me, ev en t ho ugh t hey sat  and l i s t e n e d t o 

me du r i ng c l a s s . I  was somewhat  i n t e r e s t e d i n a g i r l  f r o m 

a v er y c o ns er v a t i v e and J apanes y f ami l y i n Be r k e l ey , who was 

do i ng h o u s ewo r k . The o t her  g i r l s , some of  whom wer e c o l l ege 

s t u den t s , d i d no t  i n t e r e s t  me muc h, and t hey seemed t o av o i d 

me, t o o . 

When Y u r i  f i r s t  came t o c h u r c h , s he appea l ed t o t he boy s 

as b e i n g c u t e . F o r  some r eas o n or  o t h e r , h o wev er , she d i d 

no t  become v er y a t t ac h ed t o any c f  t hem. I  t h i n k t hat  i t  was 

she t hat  came up t o me a n d s t a r t ed a c o n v er s a t i o n , and t he 

way i n wh i c h s he d i d i t  gav e me t he i mp r es s i o n t hat  she was 

s l i g h t l y c o q u e t i s h . Why s he was a t t r ac t ed t o me I  c o u l d not  

s ay . I  saw h er  home f r o m c hur c h s o met i mes , but  t hat  was about  

t he ext ent  o f  our  r e l a t i o n s h i p / at  f i r s t . I  was bus y wi t h 

s c ho o l  wo r k , and c o ns equent l y nev er  t ook t he t r o ub l e t o t ak e 
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her  out  on a dat e, 

I  s t i l l  r emember  how one ev en i ng I  was s t udy i ng at  t he 

Ber k e l ey l i b r a r y , when she came al o ng wi t h some book s i n 

her  ar m t o r e t u r n . She want ed t o know what  I  was d o i n g , and 

I  b e l i e v e I  was l o o k i n g up some r e f e r en c e book s f o r  t he Sun-

day s c h o o l . I  as k ed h er  what  sor t  o f  book s she was i n t e r es t ed 

i n , and t o my s u r p r i s e f o und h e r  wi t h a bo o k o f  poems by 

K eat s or  someone l i k e t hat  and a bo o k e i t h e r  on p h i l o s o p hy 

or  r e l i g i o n . I  t o o k some i n t e r es t  i n her  t h en bec aus e i t  was 

r a r e t o f i n d a N i s e i  r e a d i n g s e r i o u s book s o f  t hat  n a t u r e . We 

t a l k ed f o r  a l i t t l e wh i l e , ana I  g a l l a n t l y as k ed h er  t o go 

out  t o hav e some s o r t  o f  r e f r es h men t . I  was a v er y poor  s t u-

d e n t , b a t c h i n g on a budget  wh i c h a l l o wed o n l y t h i r t y c ent s a 

day f o r  mea l s , and I  c o u l d not  a f f o r d t o t r ea t  g i r l s t o any-

t h i n g s umpt i o us . I  was not  u s ed t o t a k i n g g i r l s out  oi l  d a t e s , 

any way . We went  i n t o an i c ê - c r eam p a r l o r , and I  as k ed h er  

what  she wan t ed , I  o r der ed a p l a i n c o k e, and s he s a i d some-

t h i n g wh i c h I  c o u l d not  c a t c h . She dec i ded t o o r der  a c o k e, 

t o o . L a t er  I  r e a l i z e d t hat  s he had o r der ed a c o k e- f l o a t , a 

t er m wi t h wh i c h I  was not  f a mi l i a r . I  c o u l d not  h e l p f e e l i n g 

t hat  she wo u l d hav e l o v ed t o hav e gone out  wi t h a r i c h er -

s on and " s p l u r g e d . " I  wal kec' h e r  home, and s t o o d i n f r o n t  o f  

h er  home, t a l k i n g . She wo u l d n ' t  as k me i n , ev en t ho ugh i t  

wa s n ' t  v er y l a t e . I  i magi ne h er  f o l k s wo u l d hav e o b j ec t ed 

t o her  b r i n g i n g i n a b o y f r i en d s he d i d not  know v er y we l l . 

At  t hat  t i me I  was t ak i n g a c our s e i n j o u r na l i s m and 

was i n t e r e s t e d i n wr i t i n g a r t i c l e s . I  wr o t e s ev er a l  f o r  t he 

t he c hur c h magaz i n e , Y u r i  s a i d t hat  she was i n t e r e s t e d i n 

wr i t i n g , t o o , a l t ho ugh s he nev er  showed me any wo r k she h ad 
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done. Maybe she hadn ' t  done any .wr i t i ng at  a l l , I  know, 

however , t hat  she was i nt er es t ed i n r e l i g i o n , ph i l o s ophy , 

and l i t e r a t u r e . We r ead one book , Test ament  of  Yout h by 

Ver a Br  i t  t a i n , whi ch bot h of  us t hought  was ver y en j o y a Me . 

We t al k ed about  s er i ous t h i ngs now and t hen, and we bot h 

seemed t o enj oy i t . 

One of  our  f av o r i t e t opi c s of  c onver sat i on was mar -

r i age . I  was r at her  sur pr i sed ih. en I  l ear ned t hat  she was 

as u r i t an i c as she was i n her  at t i t ude t owar d mar r i age. 

She s ai d t hat  she wo ul dn' t  l et  a boy k i s s her  un t i l  she i n-

t ended t o mar r y hi m. A l s o , she c o ul dn' t  cp i t e see what  t her e 

was i n phy s i c al  c ont ac t , whi c h men seemed t o cons i der  im-

or t ant  i n !bve and mar r i age. She sai cyt hat  she woul d t ol e-

r at e sexual  r e l at i o ns h i p wi t h her  hus band, but  t hat  she 

woul dn' t  der i ve much s at i s f ac t i o n \ f  f r om i t . I  f e l t  t hat  

she wo ul dn ' t  make an appr opr i at e mat e f o r  me unl es s she 

changed her  mi nd on t h i s . not  t hat  I  was c ons i der i ng 

mar r i age s er i ous l y at  t he t i me- - I  was n ' t . But  t he subj ec t  

had al ways i nt er es t ed me. 

The Buddhi s t  Chur ch put  on an oc c as i onal  danc e, and 

I  al ways went  s t ag. Y ur i  and I  got  al ong wel l  t oget her  on 

t hese o c c as i o ns , and some of  t he Ni s ei s t hought  t hat  we wer e 

goi ng s t eady . Act uaL l y , however , I  hadn ' t  t aken out  Yur i  

even once on a dat e. Once I  di d ask her  f o r  a dat e, and she 

s ai d t hat  she VD u l d have t o ask f̂  her  par ent s . Then she gave 

me t he answer  t hat  her  ar ent s d i dn ' t  want  her  t o go out  

wi t h anyone t hey d i dn ' t  know". The onl y one she went  out  

wi t h was Ted Sakuma, a c o l l ege s t udent  f r om Sacr ament o, some-

one whom she knew bef o r e. Ted was not  a chur ch member , but  
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br ought  Yur i  t o chur ch dances , l e f t , and l at er  came back 

f o r  her . Some of  t he ot her  Ni s ei  boys k i dded me about  get -

t i ng al ong so wel l  wi t h her . 

Al l  t h i s t i me, however , Yur i  was goi ng f a i r l y st eady 

wi t h Ted. Ted was a ver y sens i t i ve l ad, i nt r over t ed, un-

s t abl e. He di d not  seem t o mi x i n wi t h ot her  Ni s ei s at  

a l l . He wr ot e s t or i es of  an ext r emel y r omant i c sor t  f or  t he 

pul p, and was abl e t o get  one pr i nt ed now and t hen. Hi s 

ambi t i on, however , was t o become a l awyer . He seemed t o 

r el y ver y heav i l y on Y u r i ' s af f ec t i o n t o keep up h i s 

mor al e. t f  He was a depr essed sor t  of  I ndi v i dual , r at her  

i mpr ac t i c al , sent i ment al . Af t er  t he war  br oke out  and 

evacuat i on became i mmi nent , Ted ev i dent l y pr oposed t o u r i , 

and she accept ed. They went  t o get  a mar r i age l i c ens e, and 

was r espons i bl e f or  t hei r  names appear i ng i n t he paper  as 

hav i ng i nt ent i ons of  becomi ng mar r i ed. Lat er  I t  was r eveal ed 

t hat  nei t her  of  t hem had consul t ed t hei r  par ent s . Ted's 

�- oarents seem t o have obj ec t ed qui t e s t r ongl y t o t he ma r i age, 

pr obabl y on t he gr ound t hat  i t  woul d i nt er f er e wi t h h i s 

/ car eer . Ther e wer e r umor s t hat  t her e was a par t ;; at  

her  home one weekend, and a r epor t er  came t o t he conc l us i on 

t hat  t hey had become mar r i ed. Yur i  came t o me t o f i nd out  

who had put  t hat  not i ce i n t he paper , and at  t he same t i me 

conf essed t hat  she was ver y much conf used about  t he whol e 

t h i ng. She sai d t hat  she had deci ded, t o mar r y Ted because 

ever yone el se seemed t o be get t i ng mar r i ed at  t hat  t i me. At  

t he same t i me, she f e l t  t hat - Ted was not  mat ur e enough t o 

make a r ood husband. 
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Soon af t er  t h i s i nc i dent  I  l ef t  Ber kel ey t o be evacuat ed 

i r o n Sout her n Ca l i f o r n i a , and l os t  t r ac k of  Yur i  ent i r el y f o r  

some t i me, Ted and I  ended up i n t he same r el o c at i on c ent er , 

but  we di d not  see much o f  each o t her . At  t he t i me of  t he 

s egr egat i on pr ogr am we wor ked t oget her  as i nt er v i ewer s . He 

was f a i r l y j o l l y and got  al ong wi t h t he ot her  wor ker s we l l , 

al t hough he was s t i l l  somewhat  i r r es po ns i b l e, go i ng o f f  and 

not  comi ng back t o wor k when he shoul d hav e. He had not  

hear d f r om Y ur i  ever  s i nce evac uat i on, and di d not  seem t oo 

i nt er es t ed, ei t her . He was go i ng st eady wi t h anot her  g i r l  

at  t h i s t i me. 

I n J une, 1943 I  met  Y ur i  by acc i dent  on t he s t r eet s of  

Sal t  Lake Ci t y , whi ch I  was v i s i t i ng on my way t o C- i l a. I  

ment i oned Ted t o her , and she s ai d t hat  t hat  was most  f o o l i s h 

t h i ng she had done i n her  l i f e and t hat  she want ed t o f or get  

about  i t . She sai d t hat  she was pl anni ng t o go t o uhi c ago .t o 

at t end t he Vogue F as hi on Sc hoo l , but  she d i dn ' t  want  me t o 

t e l l  anyone  ̂ about  i t . Ther e was a meet i ng of  Ni s ei  l i ber a l s 

t o whi ch I  was i nv i t ed , and I  t ook Yur i  al ong t o i t . We,di s -

cussed t he po l l  t ax and i t s r e l at i o n t o t he Ni s e i , but  Yur i  

admi t t ed qui t e f r ank l y t hat  such di s c us s i ons di d not  i nt er es t  

her . I  t ook her  home t o a di r t y l ook i ng r oomi ng house r un 

by a J apanes e. I  t h i nk she was consc i ous of  t he shabbi ness 

of  t he p l ac e. She d i dn ' t  want  t o i nv i t e me i n because she 

was af r a i d of  what  t he J apanese woul d t hi nk of  h er . One 

J apanese g i r l , she s a i d , was t hr own out  of  t he pl ace because 

she was n ' t  r es pec t abl e enough. � She d i dn ' t  as s oc i at e wi t h a 

coupl e of  K i bei  g i r l s s t ay i ng i n t he same pl ace and wor k i ng 

i n a l aundr y because she d i dn ' t  even know t hei r  names. She 
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sai c! t hat  she want ed t o get  away f r om t he squal i dness whi ch 

sur r ounded her , and I  sympat hi zed wi t h her . She f el t  qui t e 

t i ed down at  her  r oomi ng pl ac e because she want ed t o come 

home by ni ne or  t en i f  she went  out  on a dat e. She want ed 

t o go out  f or  di nner  al one, and I  want ed t o t ake her  out  

wi t h some of  my f r i ends f or  a whol e eveni ng. 

That  was t he l as t  0 I  saw of  her . 



The f o l l o wi n g i s t he f o l l ow- up i n t e r v i ew on Y uk i  ( CE - £ 0) , t ak en 

f r om C B i a r y : 

A f t e r  d i nner  I  s t ar t ed out  i n t he r a i n t o i n t er v i ew Y uk i  a t  

Concor d h o u s e , «.hen I  go t  t i n r e t he pr oup had J us t  f i n i s h ed o i n n er  

so t hat  i  was i n t r o duc ed t o some of  t hen:. I  was qu i t e s u r p r i s ed t o 

see Geo r ge Ak eho ehi  (CU- 58) t h e r e . He s a i d t ) at  he $ad .)» . t  moved 

i n l a s t  we k as h i s r oom- mat e r o t  d r a f t ed and he d i d no t  f ee l  l i k e 

l i v i n p l >i  h i ms e l f  

I  had c o f f e e wi t h some of  t he peopl e i n t he ho us e and t hen I  

went  up t o Y u k i ' s r oom wher e WG c o u l d hav e p r i v a c y . I t  i s A l a r ge 

b u i l d i n g and t h e o c c upant s ar e - j ui t e c o mf o r t ab l e t her e* - i hi a i s t he 

I  ou se wh c. r  l or n at  id T om i  l i v ed when t h ey f i  r  s t  c � m e out  t o Ch i c af r o. 

¿ her e s r e now abo ut  LZ peo p l e l i v i n r  t her e and i t  s euua t o be s n 

i n u e i es t i n g gr o up . Y u* i  h s a v er  ̂ l s r g e r oom, her  r oo - mat e i s 

i n Co n n ec t i c u t  r i g h t  now v i s i t i n g her  f ami l y so t h t  we wer e not  

d i s t u r b e d . Y u k i ' s onl ;v c o mp l a i n t  wi t h t he I  oust  wa3 t hat  i t  d i d 

not  h vo enough h ea t , but  now t hat  summer  i s c omi ng i t  wor l d no t  

be so bad. 

Y uk i  i s a s t r ange g i r .̂ * f t c r  t he f o r mal  i n t er v i ew, we s pent  

I D hour  and h a l f  t a l k i n g au d i t  Sex.' ± d i d n ' t  get  out  o f  t i e 

p l ac e u n t i l  aoout  mi d n i g h t . Yuk i  has s n i n t ens e i n t er c u t  i n s ex 

r i gh t  now bec ause h er  f ami l y h s e nev er  ment i o ned t he f a c t s o f  l i f e 

t o h e r . ^ e 6 i d t hat  t h i s was a t at  bo s ub j ec t  i n her  home end her  

mot her  never  ex; I s i r i ed what  men s t r u a t i o n was . her  br o t her s wer e 

y o unger  so t hnt  *uk i  has cr owr  ut> wi t h some p ec u l i a r  i d eas , i 'he 

f ee l s t ha t  i f  a boy k i s s e s h er , he has o t her  mo t i v es so t hat  she 

get ? on gt fer d r i g h t  away and she i s v er y s u s p i c i o u s o f  t hor n. She 

.ho t  ;Ui t  t hot  she was not  nor mal  bec aus e she sc i  d t hat  she d i d no t  

have t he b i o l o g i c a l  ur ges l i k e o t her  g i r l s . Y et  eh;, want s t o get  



mar r i ed "bec aus e t hat  i s no j mal  and I  want  t o ce n o r ma l . " 

X b ,d t o t e l l  Xuki  e l l  abo ut  t he f ac t e o f  l i f e i n o r der  t o 

u*i i nt ai n t i e r appo r t . My Gov9 she must  be £4 and I  c a n ' t  c o nc ei v e 

o f  any p- i r l  her  a ê bei ns? t hat  nai v e. ' û î  s ai d t hat  i f  any boy 

made r dv r nc ee t o her  she woul d t h i nk t ha t  he was a l ow c har ac t er  

bec aus e h i p mi nd woul d be f i l l med wi t h d i r t y t hought s . ' 1 as k ed her  

i f  she woul d p l ac e a husband i n t h i s c at ego r y sna eh e sai d t hat  she 

di d not  ¿now.' Y u î  i s so c u r i o us about  ¿ ex and ,\ et  eh« seems t o 

hav e some s o r t  o f  ment al  b l o c k . 1 d i d n ' t  t r y to c t o nee her  at t i -

t udes any s i nc e she p l ac es J udgment  on a mor al  b a s i s . ¿he was 

af f i l ed wi  en I  t ol d her  t hat  a l o t  of  A*i sei  t oys went  t o hous es o f  

pr  o s t i t u t i o n . ¿he t hought  t hat  t hey wer e t oo "h o n o r ab l e" t o ever  

do any t h i ng l i k e t hat . ' ¿'he ¿ as ei  par ent s ust  be s t r i c t e r  t han a 

c o ns ent  t o a l l o w t h e i r  daught er s t o t t xow un i n s uc h i gnor anc e. ' She 

s ai d t h t  was t he " f i r s t  boy t o ever  t e l l  her  about  any o f  t hes e 

t h i n g s . " I  t M n k i  i s f r us t r at ed but  she wo n ' t  ever  sdn i t  t h * t . 

I t  d o e s n ' t  s eem t o oe nor mal  t o t e so c ur i o us about  sex at  her  a r e . 

E i t her  t hat , 01 she i s c e r t a i n l y n a i v e . 

Most  o f  t he ev eni ng we t a l k ed about  o t her  t h i n r s . ÛK i  s t i l l  

seems t o oe ver y r es t l es s i n d i v i d u a l , ¿he f ee l s t hr t  t he onl y 

t h i ng .he c an c l i ng t o i s c o l l ege at t endanc e as her  l i f e does not  

h? ve much meani ng o t her wi s e. She i s no t  a t t en d i n g schoo l  r i i r ht  now 

but  she U i  r ua t h t  she wi l l  ¡?o bacK i n t he J 'o l l . i s maj o r i ng 

i n t he So c i a l  Sc i enc es but  she does not  c a i e f or  any o f  t he sub-

j ec t s i n i t  exc ept  E n g l i s h . She does not  know what  she wi l l  do 

wi t h her  educ at i o n a l t ho she be l i ev es t hat  i t  wi l l  make her  l i f e 

f u l l e r . i  t hi ni c th? t  i n many ways she has dev el oped s i nc e t hat  

l a s t  t i me 1 saw h er . a he i s s t i l l  t r .e t i mi d t ype but  sac seemt  t o 

nave _ gr eat er  degr ee o f  s el f - c o nf i denc e t han she had u e f o r e . I  



t h i nk t hs t  t h i s i s ac c o unt ab l e foj r  bj  t he f ee t  t hat  she has Let  n 

l i v i n g i n c o o per at i v e ho us es ev er  s i nc e comi ng t o C U C S P O. 

*u k i  do es not  f e e l  t h- t  she has ao j  r o o t s i n t h i s j e t  

a f t er  a l mo s t  t wo g e a r s ' r e s i d e n c e , t fhe i s t h l o k i n r  o f  ¡roing-  t o 

e i t her  New "i or k oi  i n6s o i l s i n J une , "o r  1 mi f r ht  .j ust  s t ay on 

h e r e . " her  onl y goal  at  p r es en t  i s t o k eep w- r k i n r  and s ave some 

money f o r  her  f ami l y r e s e t t l emen t , ¿'hi e wo r r i es her  a ? r e a t  dea l  

BUT s he do es not  t , i n k she c an GO E t h i n g t o hel p out  so t hat  she 

aas not  made anj  p l e n a . ê r  c o n t i n u a l  r emor k.f i  about mar r i sp- e woul d 

seem t o i nd i c at e t hat  t? i s l a what  bo t her s her  t he mo s t . ©he now 

t i  i nk s t hat  s he t .i pht  be e c a r eer  i ?i r l  as her  c hanc es ar e el l pr i ns r  

by f a s t , t ut  r  f ew s en t enc es l a t e r  she wi l l  t e l l  about  what  hopes 

f he i  as and how she t ur ned down a c o up l e o f  p r o p o s a l s . 

YUi i l  i s wor k l op at  t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Ch i c ago as f ca js i a l p c r n ' s 

s ec r et ar y i n t he C i v i l  a f f a i r s T r a i n i n g i r o gr am. f he pr or r am i s 

due t o f o l o up i n augus t  out  s he b e l i ev es t hat  she wi l l  be t r ans -

f er r ed t o ano t her  depar t ment  i f  she want s to s t a j  o n . x et - i l ed 

CO. men t s f o l l o w. 
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Y u k i 1 s comment s : 

" I ' v e had Z or  4 d i f f e r e n t  j o bs s i nc e t he end o f  1942. I  

h a v e n ' t  been ex ac t l y happy i n any o f  t hem as i t  i s a l l  j u s t  wo r k . 

I  wa s n ' t  ex a c t l y d i s s a t i s f i e d e i t h e r  s i n c e one has t o make a l i v -

i n g . Somet i mes i t  i s good ex per i enc e t o c hange ar ound i n d i f f e r e n t  

j obs so t hat  mor e s k i l l s c an be l e a r n e d . I n November , 1943 I  q u i t  

my par t  t i me j ob at  Page and Di x o n Co&pany and I  went  t o wor k as a 

s ec r et ar y a t  t he YWCA. I  j u s t  went  down t her e and app l i ed f o r  a 

j ob bec aus e I  want ed t o wor k f u l l  t i me s i n c e I  had t empo r ar i l y g i v en 

up my s c hoo l  p l a n s . I  s t ay ed i n t hat  j o b f o r  onl y 2 mo nt hs . I  was 

g e t t i n g $100 a mont h and I  dec i ded t hat  I  woul d en r o l l  i n a r egu l ar  

c o l l e g e . I  went  t o t he Cen t r a l  ' Y ' i n F ebr uar y t o en r o l l  f or  a 

r egu l a r  c o ur s e a f t e r  I  qu i t  my YWCA j o b . I  s i gned up f o r  a xagst i  

gener a l  maj o r  t h e r e . 

" I  went  t o Cent r a l  ' Y f  Co l l ege f o r  one f u l l  s emes t er  and t hen 

I  had t o qui t  as 1 d i d n ' t  have enough money t o c o n t i n u e . I  got  a 

f u l l  t i me j ob at  Book sbaum Co . as a s t eno gr apher  f o r  t he summer . I  

haa t o pay a p r i v a t e empl oyment  agenc y a p r e t t y b i g f e e i n o r der  t o 

get  t h i s j ob out  i t  was wo r t h i t . I  s t ar t ed out  at  $25 a week and 

t hat  was t he bes t  s a l ar y I  had ever  made, i he j ob was ver y n i c e 

and I  l i k ed i t  a l o t . I t  had a n i c e c ommer c i al  at mos pher e t o i t  

and t her e wer e over  100 g i r l s wo r k i ng i n t he mai n o f f i c e . Onl y 5 

or  6 o f  t h i s gr oup wer e I f i s e i . I  got  a l o ng v er r y we l l  wi t h a l l  o f  

t he wo r k er s I  met  and t her e wa s n ' t  any d i s c r i mi n a t i o n at  a l l . I  

was mak i ng j u s t  as much s a l a r y as any o f  t he Cauc as i an g i r l s wi t h 

my same ex p er i en c e . The o t her  U i s e i  g i r l s got  a l o n g we l l  a l s o and 

t hey mi xed i n wi t h t h e o f f i c e wo r k er s a l l  t h e t i me, go t  i n t o 

d i f f e r e n t  gr oups and we .woul d ho l d r egu l ar  get - t o get her s once i n a 

wh i l e , i he company was h a n d l i n g mo s t l y war  wor k but  none o f  t he 

Cauc as i an g i r l s had s u s p i c i o u s a t t i t u d e t owar d any o f  t he U i s e i  

s e c r e t a r i e s . I  got  a l o ng we l l  wi t h t he bo s s a l s o and he never  had 
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t o c a l l  me down f o r  a n y t h i n g . I  wor ked i n t hat  o f f i c e u n t i l  Aug-

us t , 1943. 

" I  had t o qu i t  t hat  j ob so t hat  I  c o ul d go bac k t o c o l l ege f o r  

t he f a l l  t er m. Now I  t h i n k I  s h o u l d n ' t  hav e g i v en up t hat  j ob be-

c aus e i t  was a h a s t y d e c i s i o n . I  d o n ' t  wfc known when I ' l l  get  

ano t her  j ob l i k e t h a t . Bu t  I  wa s n ' t  s a t i s f i e d j us t  t o be wo r k i ng 

a l l  t he t i me bec aus e i t  has a l way s b e e n my goal  t o get  an e d u c a t i o n . 

I  f e l t  t hat  i n t he l o n g r un i t  wo ul d be o f  mor e benef i t  f or  me t o 

get  l es s s a l ar y i n ano t her  j ob ana have t he o ppo r t un i t y t o go t o 

s c h o o l . 

" I  went  down t o t he Cen t r a l  ' Y ' c o l l ege and t hey gav e me a j ob 

as an a s s i s t an t  l i b r a r i a n . I  was pa i d $100 a mont h and t hey al l owed 

me f r ee t u i t i o n f o r  2 c o ur s es t her e eac h s emes t er . I  wor k ed i n t he 

l a t e a f t e r n o o n s and ev en i ngs so t hat  I  was ab l e t o go t o my c l as s es 

i n t he mo r n i ng . I  c o nt i nued t h i s s c hedu l e f or  6 mont hs but  f i n a l l y 

I  go t  ver y d i s s a t i s f i e d and I  qu i t  t he who l e t h i ng bec aus e I  d i d n ' t  

want  t o wor k at  n i gh t  any mor e. I t  was t o o much o f  a g r i n d t o s t ar t  

out  f r om e a r l y mo r ni ng t o go t o c l a s s es and t hen wor k f r om t he 

a f t e r no o n u n t i l  11 : 00 o ' c l o c k a t  n i g h t . At  t he same t i me I  r ea l l y 

was anx i o us t o go t o s c hoo l  but  I  f ound t hat  I  wa s n ' t  haapy wi t h t he 

ar r angement  t hat  I  h a d . I  d i d n ' t  want  t o make t hat  much o f  a sa-

c r i f i c e . 

" I  d i d n ' t  have a d i f f i c u l t  t i me f i n d i n g ano t her  f u l l  t i me j o b . 

I  had made an a p p l i c a t i o n at  t he J apanes e L anguage Sc ho o l  when i t  

f i r s t  s t ar t ed so t hat  P r o f i . Haper n phoned me up j us t  aboc t  t hat  

t i me and s ai d t hat  t her e was an o pen i ng as a s ec r et ar y i n h i s 

o f f i c e . I  ac c ept ed i t  r i gh t  away , bec aus e i t  pa i d a good s a l a r y . 

That  was t he f i r s t  t i me I  ever  had a j ob f a l l  r i g h t  i n t o my l a p . 

The j ob was c o nnec t ed wi t h t he Un i v e r s i t y so t h a t  I  c o ns i der ed i t  

on a l i t t l e h i gh er  l ev e l  t han t h e o r d i nar y o f f i c e j o b . 
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" I  am P r o f . Ha l p e r n ' s per s o nal  s ec r et ar y now and I  t ak e c ar e o f  

a l l  of  t he c l e r i c a l  wo r k i n t he o f f i c e a l s o . He d i r e c t s t h e C i v i l  

A f f a i r s T r a i n i n g Sc ho o l  t her e f o r  t he Ar my o f f i c e r s and a l l  o f  t hos e 

J ap anes e i n s t r u c t o r s ar e under  h i s s u p e r v i s i o n . Ee has been head 

o f  t hat  Ar my s c hoo l  s i nc e i t  began . I  d o n ' t  know ex ac t l y by whom I  

get  pai d oec aus e I  t h i nk t h a t  I  am h i r ed by t he Un i v er s i t y and 

p l ac ed i n h i s o f f i c e . I ' m t he o n l y one wo r k i ng i n t hat  o f f i c e r i gh t  

now so t h a t ' I  hav e q u i t  a b i t  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The j ob i s okay 

but  I  have been g e t t i n g r e s t l e s s aga i n r e c e n t l y . I  d o n ' t  know what  

mak es me t hat  way . v̂ er y t i me I  ge t  a good j o b , I  begi n t o f e e l  an 

ur ge t o move on a f t e r  a f ew mont hs when I  know t hat  I  shoul d s t ay 

p u t . The f ac t  t hat  I  am wo r k i ng i n a u n i v e r s i t y r i ght  now makes 

t h i s j o b a l i t t l e b e t t e r  t han some o f  t he o t h er s , but  a c t u a l l y of -

f i c e j o bs ar e a l l  mor e or  l e s s a l i k e and t hey ge t  t o be r o u t i n e 

i  

a f t e r  a wh i l e . I ' v e been wo r k i ng out  t her e f or  abo ut  4 mont hs now. 

"T he ' E AT S' pr ogr am i s g o i n g t o c l o s e i n Augus t  out  P r o f . Hal -

per n t o l d me not  t o t e l l  anybody abo ut  i t  y et  bec aus e t he o f f i c i a l  

announc ement  has no t  come out  y et . I  t h i n k a l l  t ho s e l anguage 

t eac her s know about  i t  a l r eady t ho ugh bec aus e some o f  t hem have even 

ment i o ned i t  t o me. T her e i s a c hanc e t hat  i t  mi ght  c o nt i nue on a 

l i mi t ed s c a l e but  P r o f . E a l p e r n i s n ' t  s u r e . I  get  pai d #125 a mont h 

i n t hat  j ob and I  o n l y hav e t o wor k 39 hour s a week so I ' v e got  

v er y good wo r k i ng h o u r s . i t ' s ao o ut  t he o es t  I ' v e had next  t o t he 

j o b I  hel d l a s t  summer  at  t he Books baum Co . 

" I  s ho u l d Le c o nt ent ed wi t h ev er y t h i n g r i gh t  now but  I  c a n ' t  

he l p i t  i f  I  get  r e s t l e s s l i k e I  am do i ng no w. Rec en t l y I  hav e 

been t h i n k i n g o f  go i ng t o $ew Y o r k nex t  J u n e . Howev er , i f  t h i ngs 

t u r n out  r i gh t  h e r e , I  may even s t ay on. I f  I  went  t o New Y o r k , I ' d 

j us t  go t o wo r k t her e as j o bs ar e eas i er  t o f i nd out  t her e t han i n 

Ch i c ago . J a c k i e , my r oom- mat e i s t he one who want s t o go and I  s ai d 
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t hat  I  woul d go wi t h her  s i nc e I  d o n ' t  have any s t r i n gs t o ho l d me 

h e r e . J a c k i e a l s o has a j o b p r o s pec t  i n Mi n n eap o l i s so I  may go 

t her e wi t h h e r . I f  1 went  t o Mi nnes o t a , I  woul d go t o t he Un i v er s i -

t y t h e r e . I  d o n ' t  know y et  exac t l y what  my p l an s ar e go i ng t o be as 

I  may end up her e f or  an i n d e f i n i t e p e r i o d . My br o t her  i s s t at i o ned 

at  i *t . Bn e l l i n g r i gh t  no w so t hat  I  wo ul d k now somebody i f  I  went  up 

t o Mi n n ea p o l i s . I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s mor e e x c i t i n g t o get  ex p er i enc es 

i n d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s i ns t ead o f  s t a y i n g i n one p l ac e a l l  t he t i me. 

I ' m s t i l l  ¡young enough t o do t hat  and I  do n ' t  have any s er i o u s r es-

p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o ho l d me i n one c i t y . 

" I  woul d l i k e t o go t o c o l l eg e f u l l  t i me agai n but  I  c a n ' t  

a f f o r d i t . I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s v er y i mpo r t ant  f o r  a per s o n t o get  a 

c ompl et e educ at i o n and t hat  i s why I  hav e had t h i s ambi t i o n f o r  so 

l o n g . I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s e s p ec i a l l y i mpor t ant  f or  t he Ni s e i  t o 

have a c o l l ege educ at i o n , ¿ i g h t  now I  c an go ai o und f r om j ob t o 

j ob wi t hout  any d i f f i c u l t y , but  I  k no w t hat  t he t i me i s comi ng when 

j o bs wi l l  b e s c a r c er  and I  want  t o hav e some p r ep ar a t i o n f or  i t . I  

have an o ppo r t un i t y to go t o t he u n i v er s i t y o f  Ch i c ago . The ar r ange-

ment  t her e i s t hat  any wor ker  i n t he o f f i c e i s a l l o wed t o go t o one 

c l a s s f r e e on o f f i c e t i me. The o n l y t h i ng i s t hat  I  onl y have 4S 

c o l l ege c r e d i t s ana I ' d l i k e t o go up t o t he U n i v d s i t y o f  Mi nne-

s o t a and get  60 c r e d i t s and t hen t r an s f e r  down h er e , ¿'he viay t he 

Un i v er s i t y o f  Ch i c ago o p er a t es , I  wo u l d n ' t  get  much c r ed i t  f o r  my 

49 un i t s o f  wor k i f  I  s t ar t ed r i gh t  now bec aus e t he Un i v e r s i t y g i v es 

a degr ee i n 2 y ea r s . I t  woul d be n i c e i f  I  coul d go h er e f u l l  t i me 

but  I  d o n ' t  hav e t he money . I  be l i ev e t hat  I  wi l l  be a b l e t o s t ay 

on i n my wo r k at  t he Un i v e r s i t y o f  Ch i c ago i n d e f i n i t e l y as I  wi l l  

get  t r an s f e r r ed t o ano t her  depar t ment  even i f  t he CATS pr ogr am does 

c l o s e down. 

"Bu t  my p l ans ar e r e a l l y v er y i n d e f i n i t e yet  ana I  h a v e n ' t  de-
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c i aed exac t l y what  t o d o . I ' m not  i n t e r es t ed i n enr ol l i ng-  at  t he 

Cen t r a l  ' Y ' Co l l ege anymor e bec aus e I  d o n ' t  t h i nk i  t i  degr ee i s 

wor t h v er y muc h. I  f e e l  a l l  r es t ed up now so t hat  I  may t ake some 

n i gh t  c l a s s es i f  I  d o n ' t  go t o J Sew Y o r k . I t ' s awf u l l y har d t o get  

t hr o ugh c o l l ege wi t ho ut  any money . I  s ur e wi s h I  c oul d get  a 

s c h o l a r s h i p some p l ac e and t hen I  wo u l d n ' t  hav e t o bot her  about  

wo r k i ng a t  a l l , 

" I  j u s t  want  t o get  a c o l l eg e degr ee a l t h o I  d o n ' t  k now what  I  

wi l l  do wi t h i t  a f t e r wa r d s . I  j u s t  l i k e t he i dea o f  go i ng t o s c ho o l  

and t h a t ' s why I  do i t . 1 f e e l  somehow t hat  c o l l ege may hel p me i f  

I  ev ent ua l l y t r y out  f o r  some k i nd of  gover nment  wo r k . Ot her  t han 

t hat , I  f e e l  t h a t  a c o l l ege ed u c a t i o n d e f i n i t e l y makes l i f e mor e i n-

t e r e s t i n g . I  am a f r a i d o f  ev er  g e t t i n g c augh t  i n a r ut  bec aus e t hat  

woul d be t he end. As l o ng as 1 go t o c o l l ege , I  know t hat  I  am do-

i ng s omet hi ng f or  my s e l f . I  l i k e t o s t udy and ± h a v en ' t  any t h i ng 

e l s e t o do so t hat  I  may as wel l  oc c upy my s el f  i n a us ef u l  way 

wh i l e I  have t he c h an c e . I t ' s my one hope o f  s t ay i ng out  o f  t he 

r u t . 

" I  r ea l l y d o n ' t  know what  k i nd o f  wo r k I ' d l i k e t o do event u-

a l l y . I ' v e been do i ng mos t l y o f f i c e wo r k Out  t hat  do es n ' t  make me 

exac t l y happy . I ' m maj o r i ng i n t he So c i a l  Sc i enc es i n c o l l ege but  

I  d o n ' t  know what  j o b o pen i ngs t her e woul d be f o r  me once my educa-

t i o n i s c o mp l et ed. I ' m i n t e r es t ed i n E n g l i s h Dut  I  c a n ' t  get  v er y 

f ar  i n t h a t  f i e l d as i t  i s no t  p r a c t i c a l . I  j us t  t h i nk t hat  a 

c o l l eg e degr ee wi l l  open up some k i n d of  an o ppo r t un i t y f or  me some-

ho w. At  t he r a t e I  am go i ng , i t  l o o k s l i k e I  w i l l  have t o k eep on 

wo r k i ng a l l  t he t i me, Somet i mes I  l i e awake at  n i gh t  and I  f ee l  

d i s c o u r aged about  no t  b e i n g abl e t o ge t  mar r i ed , i 'hen I  f ee l  moxxy 

f o r  my s el f  bec aus e 1 d o n ' t  t h i nk I  woul d l i k e bei ng an o l d mai d . 

Bu t  t hen, I  t ak e h ea r t  when I  r e a l i z e t hat  t her e ar e a l o t  of  Ni s e i  
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g i r l s ovei  25 who a r e n ' t  mar r i ed y et . A l l  o f  t hos e Ni s e i  g i r l s i n 

t he CATS pr o gr am a r e 25 and I  t h i nk most  o f  t hem ar e unmar r i ed . 

When I  t h i nk o f  i t  t h i s way , I  gues s i t  i s n ' t  en t i r e l y ho pel es s y et  

bec aus e I ' m no t  25 j e t . 

"On t he ot her  hand, I  know t hat  some g i r l s j us t  d o n ' t  ever  get  

mar r i ed and I  wor r y bedaus e I  t h i nk t hat  I  mi ght  be i n t h i s g r o up . 

The s i t u a t i o n i s s uc h t hat  i t  i s har d f o r  most  g i r l s t o g e t  mar r i ed 

now as a l l  o f  t h e e l i g i b l e f e l l o ws ar e i n t he Ar my. That  d o es n ' t  

bo t her  me as much as when I  t h i nk t hat  even wi t h e l i g i b l e p r o s p ec t s 

ar o und, I ' m no t  get  mar r i ed . Ev er y o ne e l s e i s g e t t i n g mar r i ed even-

t ua l l y and I ' m n o t . One by o ne, t h e g i r l s I  know ar e g e t t i n g mar -

r i ed and I  seem t o be about  t he onl y one l e f t , - &ver y g i r l  has a 

c hanc e, but  I  am s o r t  o f  a f r a i d f o r  my s e l f  a t  t i mes . 

" I t ' s such a b i g s t ep t o t ak e and I  d o n ' t  know why I  am a f r a i d 

o f  mar r i age at  t he same t i me I  woul d l i k e t o get  mar r i ed . I ' v e never  

f e l t  t oo s t r o ngl y i n a p h y s i c a l  way f o r  a p er s o n y e t . I 'her e have 

been a number  o f  f e l l o ws t hat  I  hav e gone out  wi t h who seem i nt er -

es t ed i n me "but  1 wo n ' t  l e t  t h i ngs ge t  t o o f ar  as I  d o n ' t  l i k e any-

one t o get  t oo s er i o us abo ut  me. I  s omet i mes wonder  what  i t  i s t hat  

c aus es me t o be t hat  way . I n g e n e r a l , I  want  t o g e t  mar r i ed , but  I  

seem t o have some k i nd o f  a ment al  b l o c k a g a i n s t  i t . I ' m a v o i d i n g 

t he i s s ue r i g h t  now by not  c i r c u l a t i n g and meet i ng good p r o s p ec t s . 

Somet i mes I  wor r y about  my s e l f  bec aus e I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s not  nat -

ur al  f o r  me t o f ee l  l i k e t h i s . Somet i mes 1 t h i nk I  shoul d be mor e 

moder n and hav e a f l i n g , but  i n a J ap anes e gr o up t hat  j u s t  wo u l dn ' t  

do . i t  woul d r u i n my r ep u t a t i o n f o r ev er  and I  r ea l l y woul d hav e t o 

be an o l d ma i d . I t ' s no t  t hat  I  d o n ' t  hav e any o ppo r t un i t y t o go 

out  bec aus e I  s eem t o be abl e t o get  p l en t y o f  d a t es . 

"Bu t  t he t h i ng I  c a n ' t  ev er  f i gu r e out  i s why t her e i s so much 

emphas i s p l ac ed on sex, ev er y o ne seems t o sret  f u r i o u s aoout  i t  so 
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t h a t ' s why I  get  f u r i o u s t o o . I t ' s r e a l l y not  a p h y s i c a l  or  b i o l o -

g i c a l  ur ge wi t h me and t h a t ' s what  mak es me wonder  abo ut  my s el f  at  

t i mes . I n our  s o c i e t y , i t  i s expec t ed f or  g i r l s t o get  mar r i ed and 

r a i s e c h i l d r e n and t hat  i s my go al  t o o , ev en i f  I  d o n ' t  f ee l  t he 

b i o l o g i c a l  as p ec t s o f  i t  so s t r o n g l y . I  f e e l  t hat  mar r i age woul d 

be bet t er  i n some ways t han t o hav e a c ar eer  bec aus e t hen I  wo u l d n ' t  

hav e t o wor r y about  what  x am go i ng t o do i n t he f u t ur e so muc h. 

" I  s uppos e t hat  mar r i age i s a s u b j ec t  wi t h whi c h ever y g i r l  i s 

c o nc er ned wi t h , b u t  I  j us t  c a n f t  f i g u r e out  my ment al  b l o c k s t owar d 

i t . I ' m t ho r o ugh l y s a t i s f i e d wi t h my l i f e now and I ' m not  c o ns c i o us * 

l y f r u s t r a t ed and I  somet i mes t h i nk t hat  i s n ' t  no r mal . I  sr uess 

g i r l s a r e not  as c o ns c i o us o f  t hes e t h i n g s as f e l l o ws ar e as a r u l e . 

My par en t s wer e never  demo ns t r at i v e t o eac h o t her  so I  have been 

t h i n k i n g t hat  maybe I  get  some o f  my i deas f r om t hem. Sex was a 

t aboo s ub j ec t  i n our  home and my mot her  gave me t h e i mpr es s i o n t hat  

t her e was s o met h i ng ugl y and s i mpl e abou i t . She never  t o l d me any 

o f  t he f a c t s o f  l i f e and I  was al way s under  t he i mpr es s i o n t hat  s uc h 

t h i ngs wer e nev er  t a l k ed a b o u t . The I s s e i  nev er  d i d p l ac e a h i g h 

v a l ue on l o v e and t hey onl y s howed a f f e c t i o n t o each ot her  i n se-

c r ec y . I  wonder  i f  my p a r en t s ' ac t i o n s i n t hei r  mar r i ed l i f e does 

not  have some i n f l u e n c e on my p r es en t  t h i n k i n g . I  know t hat  * cer -

t a i n l y woul d never  be abl e t o t a l k f r ee l y about  s ex and mar r i age 

« 

wi t h any f e l l o ws t hat  I  went  out  wi t h . I  woul d b l us h at  t he mer e 

ment i o n o f  t he wo r d. Yet  i t  i s a common s ub j ec t  and x d o n ' t  know 

why I  s houl d be mor e i n h i b i t ed t han o t her  p e o p l e . 

" I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t h a t  my p a r en t s wer e ev er  h ap p i l y mar r i ed so 

t hat  mar r i age do es no t  have t he r omant i c appeal  t o me as i t  does 

t o t hos e ¿oune: c o up l es who came f r om happy homes . I  s us pec t  t hat  

t h i s majr  cause t he b l o c k i n my mi nd bec aus e I  a l way s pu t  my par ent s 

up as exampl es u n c o n s c i o u s l y . I  k now t hat  I  d o n ' t  ever  want  t o get  
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s t uc k i n a r o u t i n e mar r i age . <*nd j e t  I  do know t hat  I  want  t o get  

i  

mar r i ed ev en t u a l l y . I  gues s I  r e a l l y am p ec u l i a r  i n some way . I  ve 

had a s o r t  o f  unhappy home l i f e i n t he pas t  so t h a t ' s why I  d o n ' t  

l o o k upon t he f ami l y un i t  as s omet hi ng s a c r e d , f h er e wer e p l en t y o f  

t i mes t hat  I  was mi s e r ab l e as a g i r l  and I  f e l t  t hat  I  d i d n ' t  be l o n g 

t o any o ne. My p ar en t s wer e al way s mor e or  l e s s i mper s onal  t o me and 

I  never  had a deep f i l i a l  p i e t y t owar ds t hem. "e j us t  l i v ed t oge-

t her  and we had t o h e l p eac h ot her  out  bec aus e o f  t he economi c c i r -

c ums t anc es . I  never  c o n t r i bu t ed t o t he f ami l y we l f a r e bec aus e o f  any 

deep s ens e o f  o b l i g a t i o n t owar ds t he f ami l y as s uc h . Our  f ami l y 

moved ar ound q u i t e a b i t  and we nev er  got  r o o t s any p l a c e . I t  nev er  

had a j o y f u l  or  happy at mos pher e ar ound i t  so t hat  i t  was not  a p l ea-

s ur e t o l i v e i n suc h s u r r o u n d i n gs . T h a t ' s why I  was gl ad o f  t he 

o ppo r t un i t y t o br eak away f r om t he f ami l y gr o up when t he ev ac uat i o n 

came a l o n g . I  hav e some s o r t  o f  a f e e l i n g t owar d my p ar en t s , but  

t h i s a t t i t u de i s i mpos ed upon me by t he s o c i e t y i n whi c h I  l i v e . I f  

I  l i v ed i n a s o c i e t y wher e t he f a mi l y d i d not  c ount  f o r  much, I  t h i n k 

t hat  I  c oul d f o r ge t  my par en t s o v e r n i g h t . They r ea l l y never  d i d con-

t r i b u t e t oo much t o my h ap p i n es s . I ' v e t hought  many t i mes t hat  I  

wo u l d n ' t  want  t o get  mar r i ed and have my c h i l d r en dev el o p t h i s s o r t  

o f  a t t i t u d e t owar ds me. 

" I ' v e had one o f  t wo boys become v er y i n t e r es t ed i n me s i nc e 

comi ng t o Ch i c ago but  I  t ur ned t hem away bec aus e I  was s us p i c i o us o f  

t h e i r  mo t i v es and I  was a f r a i d of  my s e l f . I n s p i t e of  a l l  t h i s , I  

s t i l l  t h i n k t hat  mar r i age i s a nor mal  t h i n g and peo p l e a r e apt  t o be 

h ap p i es t  when t hey a r e nor mal  so I  f e e l  t h a t  I  c an l i v e my p r es en t  

k i n d o f  l i f e f o r ev er  u n l es s I  get  s a t i s f ac t o r y s ub l i mat i o n i n ot her  

way s . Bu t  i t  wi l l  nev er  be l i k e t he r e a l  t h i n g . I  s uppos e t hat  t h i s 

i s one of  t he r eas ons why I  k eep on go i ng t o s c ho o l  and I  t h i nk o f  a 

c a r ee r . 

" I  know t hat  ± s houl d s t a r t  t o t h i nk o f  s e t t l i n g down but  I  
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d o n ' t  seem t o have any deep r o o t s h e r e . I ' v e moved ar ound q u i t e a 

Di t  s i nc e I  s t a r t ed l i v i n g i n Ch i c ago . I  s t ay ed at  Bent o n Ho us e f o r  

about  8 mont hs and I  f ound t hat  i t  was a n i c e way o f  l i v i n g . I  l i k e 

t he as s o c i a t i o n s t hat  I  made out  a t  t h a t  communi t y hous e and i t  c er -

t a i n l y k ept  me f r om g e t t i n g l o nes o me. I  was wo r k i ng par t - t i me t her e 

f o r  me r oom u n t i l  F ebr uar y , 1944 and t hen I  qu i t  bec aus e I  had t oo 

many ot her  t h i ngs t o do . A f t e r  J une, 1S44 I  dec i ded t o move out  o f  

t he p l ac e as i t  was t oo f ar  out  on t he west  s i d e . One of  t he f e l l o ws 

at  ' Y ' Co l l eg e t o l d me aoout  t he g i r l ' s Co- op on t he s out h s i de so I  

made an a p p l i c a t i o n t o ge t  i n t o t h a t . I t  was t he Un i v e r s i t y Co- op 

and t her e wer e onl y about  10 g i r l s l i v i n g t h er e . I t  was a mi xed 

gr oup and 3 o f  t hem wer e Ni s e i  g i r l s . I  got  a l o ng ver y, we l l  t her e 

and I  enj oyed t he c ompany . I  made f r i en d s wi t h, a l l  o f  t he g i r l s ana 

I  f ound t hat  t hey a l l  had we l l  dev e l o p ed p e r s o n a l i t i e s s o t hat  I  was 

abl e t o ga i n a l i t t l e t hr ough t hes e c o n t ac t s . 

" I  had t o pay $18 a mont h t h er e f o r  j us t  my r oom al o ne and my 
»i 

meal s wer e t ak en o u t . T h i s pr oved r at her  expens i v e f o r  me so t hat  

i s t he r eas o n why I  s t a r t ed l o o k i ng ar ound f o r  ano t her  p l a c e . I n 

Nov ember , 1944 one o f  my f r i en d s t o l d me about  t he Conc o r d Co- op 

ô us e o n Hyoe P ar k B i v d . so I  ap p l i ed f o r  member s hi p i mmedi at e l y . I  

was ac c ept ed so I  moved i n and I  have been l i v i n g her e ev er  s i n c e . 

We o nl y pay $33 a mont h f o r  our  r oom and boar d h er e so t hat  i t  i s 

v er y r eas o nab l e and t he at mos pher e i s mos t  c o n g en i a l . 

"T h i s ho us e has ZZ member s i n i t  now. Mor e t han h a l f  ar e bo y s , 

- ¡- 'here ar e & 2 î s e i  f e l l o ws and 2 x Us e i  g i r l s l i v i n g her e at  t he 

p r es ent  t i me. I n a l l , t h e r e ar e onl y 8 g i r l s . Ev er y one o f  t he mem-

ber s wor k a t  f u l l  t i me j o bs and t hey ar e mos t l y i n t he whi t e c o l l a r  

g r o up . Ceo r ge Ak aho s h i  i s t he newes t  member  o f  t he gr oup as he onl y 

moved i n l a s t  week . <«e hav e a v ar i ed o c c upat i o na l  r an g e i n t h i s 

gr o up . Ther e ar e 5 s o c i a l  wo r k er s , a c o up l e of  c i v i l  s e r v i c e emp-

l o v ees , SOME o f f i c e wo r k er s «nd CO- OT> wo r k er s . roorc- mat  e, J a c i e , 
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i s a p r o f e s s i o n a l  Co - o per at i v e wo r k er . She i s onl 'y 20 y ear s o l d . 

She got  her  t r a i n i n g i n t he K o c hedal e Co o per at i v e p r i n c i p l e s i n t he 

Geo r ge Wi l l i ams c o l l e g e , 1 t h i n k . B i g h t  now s he i s v i s i t i n g her  

par en t s i n Co n n ec t i c u t . I  get  a l o ng wi t h her  t he t es t  and we ar e 

a l way s do i ng t h i ngs t o get h er . ¿»he i s o f  I r i s h n a t i o n a l i t y and s he 

has f l ami ng r ed h a i r , but  no t  t he t emper ament  t o go wi t h i t . She 

c e r t a i n l y i s a mos t  i n t e l l i g e n t  g i r l  and I  wi s h t hat  I  had her  

b r a i n s . She i s t he one who want s me t o go t o i i ew *o r k wi t h her  nex t  

¿ u n e . She i s wo r k i ng f u l l - t i me i n some Co - o per at i v e Co . r i gh t  no w. 

"A l l  o f  t he member s o f  t h i s hous e a r e s uppos ed t o put  i n 5 ho ur s 

o f  wor k eac h week . We hav e a wor k manager  her e who as s i g n s t he v ar i -

ous du t i es and i t  i s r o t at ed among member s . For  c e r t a i n t y pes o f  

wor k we get  mor e c r ed i t  t han f o r  o t h e r s . we ar e r es p o n s i b l e f or  our  

own l i n en so t hat  we wash t hem, ¿'he boy s u s u a l l y send t h e i r s out  t o 

t he l au n d r y . We hav e a c ook who comes i n 5 day s a week and t he g i r l s 

p i t c h i n ana do t he c o o k i ng t he o t her  t wo n i g h t s . Whenever  we have a 

gues t  come t o d i n n er , we have t o pay 2>§i  e x t r a . «*e c an hav e a gues t  

r oom her e f r ee f o r  3 n i g h t s and a f t e r  t h a t  t hey have t o p ay . 

" i t ' s a v er y good set - up and I  enj oy t he exper i enc e o f  l i v i n g 

her e i mmens el y . «e a l l  get  a l o ng we l l  t o get her  and t her e i s a good 

c o o p er at i v e s p i r i t  ar o und t he hous e a l l  t he t i me. A c o up l e o f  t he 

f e l l o ws t end t o be a l i t t l e l azy and t hey do t he mi ni mum amount  o f  

wo r k , but  ev ent ua l l y t he c o o p er at i v e s p i r i t  i s f o r c ed upon t hem or  

e l s e t hey wi l l  b e o s t r a c i z e d . «e hav e a ho us e c o unc i l  t o set  t he 

p o l i c y and we us ua l l y v o t e on d i f f e r e n t  t h i ngs d u r i n g our  semi -

mont hl y meet i n gs . ±she gr oup i s we l l  educ at ed and l i b e r a l  i n t hei r  

o u t l o o k l a x so t h a t  I  am l ea r n i n g qu i t e a b i t  f r om t hem, i 'hey do 

t he bes t  t ype o f  r ead i n g and t hey ar e v er y awar e o f  c ur r ent  ev ent s 

so t h a t  I  am b e g i n n i n g t o l ea r n a l i t t l e b i t  about  wo r l d a f f a i r s 

f r om t hem. I  p l an t o s t ay her e i n d e f i n i t e l y as i t  i s an ec onomi c al  



Char l es iLikuchi  Di ar y 7 0 Apr i l  24, 1945 

way o f  l i v i n g and I  l i k e t he c o mpan i o ns h i p . 

" I  j u s t  d o n ' t  know what  t o do about  my par en t s and y ounger  

"br ot her  i n c amp. My hands ar e t i ed and I  f eel  t hat  I  am h e l p l es s i n 

t he mat t er . I  j us t  d o n ' t  ear n enough t o s uppo r t  t hem so t hat  i t  i s 

i mpo s s i b l e t o even c o ns i der  such an i d ea . My f o l k s ar e t oo o l d t o 

wor k ana I  d o n ' t  s ee how we woul d be abl e t o make out  i f  t he WBA 

do es c l o s e t he c amp. I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s be i n g ver y f a i r  t o 

t hos e o f  us who ar e t r y i n g to adv anc e o u r s e l v es . I  have no i dea o f  

what  my p ar en t s p l an t o d o . I ' l l  have t o go t o camp and t a l k t o 

t hem i f  t he WBA r e a l l y does c l o s e up and f o r c e us t o make a mov e. 

" I t ' s so har d and I  wo r r y about  i t  ev er y once i n a wh i l e . I  

d o n ' t  know what  t he WBA i s ho p i ng t o ac c o mpl i s h by c h as i n g a l l  t he 

peo p l e o u t . Gee, I  d o n ' t  know wh a t . I t ' s no t  t hat  I  have a c l o s e 

f e e l i n g f or  my p ar en t s t hat  I  want  t o do s o met h i ng; i t ' s a mat t er  o f  

nec es s i t y bec aus e t her e i s no one e l s e t o l o o k a f t e r  t hem. I  h a v e n ' t  

wi r t t e n t o my f o l k s s i nc e l a s t  ¿- mas so I  d o n ' t  know what  t hey ar e 

t h i n k i n g . I t  i s awf u l  f o r  t he <VBA t o c l o s e t he camp and t hey say-

t hat  t hey wi l l  put  a l l  t h e CLd f o l k s i n an i n s t i t u t i o n . Why s houl d 

t he »»BA pun i s h t hes e i nno c ent  peo p l e f o r  s o met h i ng t hey ar e no t  r es -

p o ns i b l e f 01 ? I t ' s t e r r i b l e f o r  t he WBA t o f o r c e t hem l i k e t h i s and 

I  do n ' t  know what  I  c an d o . My f o l k s j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s uppo r t  t hem-

s e l v es and I  d o n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  woul d be abl e t o c o n t r i bu t e t oo much 

e i t h e r , ŷ br o t her  i s i n t he Ar my and he mi ght  be ao l e t o get  a 

s mal l  a l l o t ment  f o r  my p ar en t s but  I  d o n ' t  ki aow much about  t ho s e 

t h i n gs . My o t her  br o t her  i s onl y 15 so t hat  he c o u l d n ' t  do any t h i ng 

e i t h e r . 

" I f  I  am f o r c ed by t he WRA t o t  ek e c ar e o f  my p ar en t s , I  d o n ' t  

know what  I  c oul d do . *»e wo n ' t  even c o ns i der  go i ng bac k t o C a l i f o r n i a 

es t her e i s n o t h i n g f o r  us and I  c e r t a i n l y wo u l d n ' t  go i n t o do mes t i c 

wo r k a g a i n j us t  t o go bac k and enj oy t he bet t er  c l i mat e . I  t h i nk 

t hat  t he gov er nment  s houl d p ens i o n o f f  a l l  t he ol d f o l k s bec aus e us 
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Ni s e i  c a n ' t  do e t h i n g . I  want  t o h e l p , t ut  I  c a n ' t . A f t er  a l l , t he 

Ar my di d t ak e t he I s s e i  away f r om t h e i r  j obs and ev er y t h i ng e l s e so 

t hat  t he gover nment  s ho ul d be r es p o n s i b l e f o r  t hem no w. My par en t s 

j u s t  wo n ' t  be l i ev e t hat  t he gover nment  wi l l  l e t  t hem s t ar v e so t hat  

t hey ar e no t  do i ng any t h i ng abo ut  i t  y et  and t hey h a v en ' t  wl i t t e n me 

any ex c i t ed l e t t e r  l i k e some o f  t he Ni s e i  g e t . 

" I  r ea l l y do n ' t  know what  t he r ea l  s i t u a t i o n i n camp i s l i k e now 

s i nc e I ' v e l o s t  a l l  t r ac k o f  camp l i f e and I  h a v e n ' t  f o l l o wed t he WBA 

p o l i c i e s a t  a l l . ¿ t  seems t hat  t hat  was i n ano t her  wo r l d and my o nl y 

t hr ead of  c o nt ac t  wi t h i t  now i s my p a r e n t s . I  d o n ' t  c o r r es po nd wi t h 

t hem t oo o f t en so t h a t  -L h a v e n ' t  oeen ab l e t o k eep up wi t h a l l  t he 

l a t es t  dev el o pment s . Maybe I  s houl d t r y t o go a l l  out  f o r  mak i ng 

money now, but  I  am not  p r epar ed t o get  a wel l  p ay i n g j ob un l es s I t  

i s f ac t o r y wo r k , and I  d o n ' t  want  t o do t h a t . 

" I ' m no t  s av i n g a c ent  now. Do you know t hat  I  h a v en ' t  any t h i ng 

i n t he bank a t  a l l  t o show f o r  my wo r k out  her e i n Ch i c ago ? I  l i v e 

f r om pay c hec k t o pay c hec k . My p r es ent  a mont h s al ar y d o e s n ' t  

go v er y f a r . I  nev er  get  t hat  f u l l  amount  bec aus e | 17 a mont h i s 

t ak en out  f or  t ax es . I  pay a mont h f o r  my r oom r en t  and boar d 

at  t he Co- op ô u s e , but  i t  c os t  me 40  ̂ a day ex t r a t o eat  l unc h out  

when I  go t o wo r k . I  a l way s hav e t o buy s t o c k i ngs and ot her  smal l  

i t ems of  c l o t h es and t h a t  a l way s i s a t  l ea s t  a mont h mo r e. My 

money j us t  seems t o seep away , - ôr  a wh i l e I  was ev en wo r s e o f f  as 

I  was us i ng i t  f o r  s c h o o l * , but  I  h a v e n ' t  s av ed a t h i ng s i nc e I  q u i t  

s c h o o l . I  j us t  d o n ' t  know wher e i t  go es . L aundr y a m c l ean i ng c os t  

a l o t  as I  d o n ' t  hav e t he t i me t o do i t  my s e l f . Car f a r e i s ano t her  

#5 a mont h and I  us ua l l y spend abo ut  a mont h f o r  smal l  g i f t s . I  

d o n ' t  s pend t oo much on r ec r ea t i o n , o n l y abo ut  or  ¿ 10 a mont h. 

The r es t  o f  my money goes f or  mi s c e l l an eo u s t h i n gs . I ' v e go t t en t o 

t he p o i n t s wher e I  j us t  d o n ' t  wor r y abo ut  i t  any mor e. I  used t o , 
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but  i t ' s no use bec aus e t he money go es out  any way . That  i s why I  am 

p l a n n i n g t o ge t  a par t - t i me j ob i n t he ev eDi ngs f r om now u n t i l  next 

J une so t hat  I  c an s av e up a l i t t l e money t o go t o l i ew Y o r k wi t h . I  

shouad have some r es e r v e i n c as e I  get  s i c k bec aus e I  have oeen l uc k y 

so f a r . I  h a v e n ' t  enough money t o c ar r y an i ns ur anc e so I  woul d be 

i n a Dad way i f  I  got  s e r i o u s l y i l l . 

" I  s ho u l d j o i n t he ¿ACs t o s o l v e a l l  my f i n a n c i a l  pr obl ems.1 I  

t h i nk t hat  X woul d j o i n i t  i f  I  had a c o l l eg e educ at i o n as I  woul d 

hav e a c hanc e t o make good adv anc ement s t hen . I t ' s out  o f  t he ques t -

i on now as I  d o n ' t  t h i nk I  c oul d meas ur e up t o t he p hy s i c a l  s t andar ds . 

x d o n ' t  hav e an j  p r e j u d i c e aga i n s t  j o i n i n g t he "«AGs l i k e many o f  t he 

U i s e i  do . I  know a l o t  o f  n i c e g i r l s who went  i n t o t he WACs and I  

d o n ' t  t h i n k i t  r u i ned t hem. 

" I  c e r t a i n l y ho pe t hat  t h i s war  wi l l  end p r e t t y s o o n. Ev en i f  

i t  d i d e l i mi nat e t h i s j o b . I  r ead t he h ead l i n es ever y day ana i t  

s ay s t hat  Ger many i s abo ut  t o f a l l  any mi nu t e . I  d o n ' t  go ar ound 

wo r r y i ng abo ut  t he war  bec aus e I  d o n ' t  hav e t he t i me t o t h i nk o f  i t  

t oo much ev en i f  my br o t her  i s i n t he Ar my , i t  h a s n ' t  h i t  me as har d 

as some peo p l e so t hat  1 f e e l  l e s s i mper s onal  abo ut  i t . I  j us t  hope 

t hat  i t  wi l l  a l l  be over  p r e t t y s oon. I  t h i n k i t  mi ght  t ak e qu i t e a 

wh i l e l o nger  t o d e f ea t  J ap an . They a r e go i ng t o make a l as t  d i t c h 

s t and and I  har d l y t h i nk t hat  i t  wi l l  be a pus h- o v er . I t ' s never  

easy t o d e f ea t  an Ar my i n naader n wa r f a r e . I  r egar d J apan t fer y i m-

p e r s o n a l l y as I  f e e l  t hat  my f u t u r e i s i n t h i s c o un t r y . But  1 d o n ' t  

t h i nk t hat  we wi l l  hav e r ea l  democ r ac y a f t e r  t he war . ¿hose day s ar e 

gone f o r e v e r . I 'her e i s a c hanc e t hat  t h i s c ount r y mi ght  t ur n t o so-

c i a l i s m or  f a s c i s m. t h a t ' s what  some o f  t he peo p l e i n t h i s Co- op 

Hous e t e l l  me. I  r e a l l y d o n ' t  c ar e t oo much bec aus e I  d o n ' t  know 

abo ut  s uc h t h i n g s , û t  when t he gover nment  get s i t s f i n ger s i n t o 

ev er y t h i n g , t he c i t i z e n i s bound t o l o s e out  as t he power  wi l l  be 

ao u s ed . 
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d o n ' t  t h i n k t hat  t h i s war  i s go i ng t o s o l v e an y t h i ng much 
A s i a 

a l t ho i t  ma* g i v e t he peo p l e o f  Sur o pe and A x & a l i t t l e mor e c h anc e . 

I t  i s s i c k en i n g t o hear  about  t hose mi l l i o n s o f  peo p l e who ar e 

s t ar v i ng t® deat h . *i ar  i s a h o r r i b l e t h i n g . That  d o e s n ' t  exc us e my 

c o mpl ac enc y . I ' m l i k e most  peo p l e i n t h i s c ount r y as 1 hav e t o wo r r y 

about  a l i v e l i h o o d and I  am no t  a s p o l i t i c a l l y awar e as I  s ho ul d b e . 

ad j us t ment s 

"My Ht i &f ct aaaf cs ar e as s a t i s f ac t o r y as i t  c o u l d b e now. 1 

never  d i d have a s et t l ed and s ec ur ed f e e l i n g so t hat  t h i s exper i enc e 

now i s no t h i ng new f o r  me. 1 h a v e n ' t  dev o t ed a l l  o f  my t i me t o f i nd -

i n g s ec u r i t y as I  am s t i l l  a l i t t l e r e s t l e s s and on t he go . I  j us t  
» 

d o n ' t  hav e any r e a l  r o o t s her e i n Ch i c ago . I  d o n ' t  b e l o n g t o any 

o r gan i z a t i o n i n t he c i t y and I  d o n ' t  have an i n c l i n a t i o n t o make t he 

e f f o r t . T h i s Hous e and a l l  t he a s s o c i a t i o n s I  have her e seems t o be 

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  enough f o r  me. I ' m not  so apt  t o get  l o ne l y l i v i n g 

h er e . I  d o n ' t  go t o c hur c h or  an y t h i n g . I  k eep my s el f  busy enough 

as i t  i s . 

"T h e r e a r e many o r gan i zed gr oups her e i n Ch i c ago wi l l i n g enough 

t o h e l p t he i U s e i , out  I  nev er  get  t i me t o at t end any o f  t hes e gr oup 

f u n c t i o n s . I  d o n ' t  f ee l  t hat  I  am mi s s i n g out  i n any t h i ng . I ' v e 

onl y been t o c hur c h once t h i s y ear  and I  h a v e n ' t  ac c ept ed any of  t he 

YWCA i n v i t a t i o n s t o come j o i n t h e i r  g r o ups . The Chi c ago J ACL c hapt er  

i nv i t ed me onc e t o a F r i day ev en i ng , but  I  was t oo busy t o go t o 

t hat . I  am ver y i mper s o nal  about  t he J ACL and i t  t ak es t oo much 

e f f o r t  t o go t o i t . I  us ed t o have a p r e t t y good o p i n i o n of  i t , but  

most  o f  t he ¿ ¡ i sei  1 hav e met  d o n ' t  seem t o l i k e i t  so t her e mus t  be 
s omet hi ng w»s ng wi t h i t . 

" I  d o n ' t  know how much t h e o t her  U i s e i  t ak e par t  i n t hes e or -

g a n i z a t i o n s open t o t hem bec aus e I  d o n ' t  s ee t hem t oo f r eq u en t l y . I  

hav e an i mpr es s i o n t hat  t he t endenc y i s t o come t o get h er . They f eel  
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t hey have t o come t o get her  i n t h e i r  own s o c i a l  gr oup i n o r der  t o 

s upp l y an o u t l e t  f o r  ex p r es s i o n . I  t h i nk t hat  i n a way t h i s i s 

t r ue bec aus e t hey f i n d i t  d e s i r a b l e t o make Ni s e i  c o n t ac t s , but  I  

c e r t a i n l y wo u l d n ' t  ar gue s eg r ega t i o n upon t hem. 

"T he av er age Ni s e i  has been so dependent  upon o t her  J apanes e 

t hat  t hey wo u l d n ' t  f ee l  f r ee and easy among Cau c as i an s . I  d o n ' t  

t h i nk t hat  t he Ni s e i  c ar e t o mi ng l e t oo much i n s o c i a l  a f f a i r s , but  

t hey ar e d o i n g i t  mor e i n t h e i r  p l a c e s of  wor k now f r om what  I  h e a r . 

I ' v e gone t o s ev er a l  o f  t he N i s e i  dan c es out  her e t h i s y ear  but  t hey 

wer e no t h i ng out  o f  t he u s u a l . T her e was one hel d a t  Hu l l  Hous e f o r  

t he b en e f i t  o f  Ni s e i  s o l d i e r s and t hey had a b i g t u r no u t . The f el -

l o ws I  go out  wi t h d o n ' t  s eem t o car e t oo much about  go i ng t o t he 

Ni s e i  danc es a l t h o I  wo u l d n ' t  mi nd . I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s i n ev i t a b l e 

t hat  t he N i s e i  w i l l  a l l  come t o get her  bu t  i t  wo n t ' t  be on a s egr e-

gat ed o as i s . The t r o u b l e i s t hat  t he Ni s e i  c a n ' t  ev er  f i nd t he i r  own 

gr oup s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  i n i t s e l f  and t hey hav e t o s pr ead out  a l i t t l e . 

Bu t  t hey hav e t o f i g h t  ag a i n s t  a s o r t  of  d i v i d i n g l i n e i n s o c i a l  

a f f a i r s as t he Cauc as i ans and N i s e i  seem t o d i v i d e l i k e o i l  and 

wa t e r . I t  wi l l  t ak e a l o ng t i me t o ever  mi x t hem f r ee l y and some 

do ubt  t hat  t h i s wi l l  ever  be do ne . I n a c o o p er at i v e ho us e l i k e t h i s , 

t he r ac e l i n e ar e not  dr awn s t r o ng l y t o get her , bu t  i t  t ak es a s t r o ng 

N i s e i  t o r e a l l y b r anc h o u t . They a l l  know so many Ni s e i  f r oi » bef o r e 

and i t  woul d be har d t o i gno r e t hei r  f r i e n d s . I  s uppos e t hat  t hey 

c o ul d go to t he p u b l i c p l ac es t o danc es , but  t hat  i s no t  t he impor - » 

t an t  t h i n g t o most  o f  t he Ni s e i  as t hey l i k e t o have t hat  s ec u r i t y 

o f  be i n g i n a N i s e i  i ?r oup wher e t hey c an meet  o t her s on an equal  

b a s i s . 

" I  c e r t a i n l y hop6 t h a t  i t  wo n ' t  get  t oo s egr egat ed bec aus e I  

f ee l  t hat  t he Amer i c an l i f e i n gen er a l  has mor e t o o f f e r  t he Ni s e i  
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t han a r es t r i c t ed gr oup o f  t hei r  own wo ul d. The t hi r d gener at i o n 

wi l l  s ur el y s pr ead out  much mor e. Ther e seems t o "be mor e i nt er -

mar r i age t ak i ng p l ac e t hes e da ŝ a l s o . I t  i s t he c o l l ege i »i sei  who 

ar e mai l i ng mahy c o nt ac t s among Cauc as i ans so t hat  we wo n ' t  have a 

l i mi t ed J apanes e t own as be f o r e . 

"P e r s o n a l l y , I  l i k e t o meet  Cauc as i ans and I  never  get  s ens i t i v e 

ar ound t hem. I ' v e hear d of  some î s e i  t eho had a deep hat r ed f o r  

wh i t e peo p l e bec aus e o f  t he ev ac uat i o n , but  I  am s ur e t h i s i s onl y a 

smal l  mi n o r i t y , * i g h t  now I  have many mor e c o nt ac t s among Cauc as i ans 

t han among N i s e i . I  d i d n ' t  do t h i s d e l i b e r a t e l y , b u t  i t  j us t  seemed 

t o happgn t hat  way . I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  am p r e j ud i c ed agai ns t  an  ̂

gr oup bec aus e I  have seen t he har m o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i mi n a t i o n and i t  

i s so u n f a i r . 

" I  am f a i r l y s a t i s f i e d wi t h my s o c i a l  l i f e r i g h t  now but  I  

wo u l dn ' t  o o j ec t  t o meet i ng some mor e N i s e i . However , I  wo u l dn ' t  go 

out  o f  my way t o meet  t hem a t  d i s c u s s i o n gr oups , c hur c h, ' I ' House 

and N i s e i  danc es bec aus e I  d o n ' t  f ee l  any s p ec i a l  ur ge f or  i t  now. 

Anot her  t hi ng i s . t hat  1 d o n ' t  be l i ev e t her e' shoul d be a s egr egat ed 

ho us i ng d i s t r i c t  f o r  t he Ni s e i  a l o n e . I  d o n ' t  l i k e t he i dea o f  

t hose apar t ment  ho us es f u l l  of  Ni s e i  bec aus e t he nei ghbo r s ar e do i ng 

t o s t a r t  o b j ec t i n g sooner  or  l a t e r . We shoul d t r y t o t ak e adv ant age 

o f  our  c hanc es now. I t  i s t oo bad t hat  mor e o f  t he Ni s e i  ar e not  

aggr es s i v e l y i n c l i n ed . The  ̂ ar e i nc l i ned t o f ee l  sor r  ̂ f o r  t hem-

s el v es bec aus e o f  what  t hey went  t hr ough s i nc e t he war  s t a r t ed . 

"Ac t u a l l y , I  t h i nk t hat  I  hav e gai ned by t he ev ac uat i o n exper -

i en c e . I t  has opened up new o p p o r t un i t i es f or  me and i t  has br oaden 

my l i f e a l o t . I ' d s t i l l  be i n domes t i c wor k i f  I  wer e bac k i n 

C a l i f o r n i a . My ho r i z o n has been br oadened and I  go t  away f r om t he 

nar r ow and r es t r i c t ed J apanes e communi t y bec aus e I  was f o r c ed o ut , 
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and I  f i n d no w t hat  i t  i s much b e t t e r  f o r  me. I ' v e dev e l o p ed mor e 

s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e i n my s e l f  and I  c an t hank my r e s e t t l e me n t  e x p e r i e n c e s 

f o r  t hat  bec au s e I ' v e had t o go on my own. 

" I n a way I  t h i n k t hat  t he f u t u r e i s h o p e f u l  f o r  t h e N i s e i , but  

i t  w i l l  be v e r y har d f o r  t hem a f t e r  t he war . T her e wi l l  b e g r ea t  

number s o f  t hem l o s i n g t h e i r  j o bs f i r s t  and t hey wo n ' t  hav e any eco-

nomi c s e c u r i t y . Many mo r e o f  t he Ni s e i  g i r l s w i l l  be f o r c ed t o go 

back t o do mes t i c wor k ev en i f  t hey d o n ' t  wan t  t o . They w i l l  hav e t o 

c ompet e wi t h Negr o g i r l s f o r  l o wer  pay i n do mes t i c wo r k t o o . I t  w i l l  

be har d f o r  t he N i s e i  f e l l o ws t o g e t  j o o s i n f a c t o r i e s u n l es s t hey 

ar e w i l l i n g t o l e t  t h ems e l v es be e x p l o i t e d . 

"Bu t  i n s p i t e o f  a l l  t h i s , I  s t i l l  t h i n k t hat  i t  i s b e t t e r  f o r  

mos t  o f  t he N i s e i  t o s t ay o u t  h e r e i n s t e a d o f  g o i n g bac k t o Ca l i -

f o r n i a i n t he f a c e o f  a l l  t hat  d i s c r i mi n a t i o n end p r e j u d i c e . E v en 

no w i t  i s har d f o r  t he N i s e i  wo r k er s o u t  h er e t o g e t  p a i d on an 

equal  b a s i s w i t h t h e wh i t e emp l o y ees . And t hey h av e t o t ak e l e s s 
t he y 

pay b e c a u s e o f  t h e i r  r a c e . But  s o c i a l l y , i k i uazs w i l l  bec o me mor e 

and mor e ac c ep t ed as t h e C a u c a s i a n s wi l l  ge t  t o Know t hem b e t t e r . 

T h e r e w i l l  ue a c e r t a i n amount  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n go i n g on a l l  t he t i me 

u n l es s t he N i s e i  get  so much among t h ems e l v es t h a t  t hey nev er  wi l l  

po k e t h e i r  n o s es out  o f  t hei r  l i mi t e d c i r c l e . I t  w i l l  t ak e some 

N i s e i  l o nger  t h an o t h e r s t o mak e t h i s a d j u s t me n t , out  t h er e i s hope 

f o r  a l l . 

"My c i r c l e o f  f r i e n d s r i g h t  no w i s r a t her  s ma l l . My r oom- mat e 

i s my bes t  f r i e n d , but  I  mor e or  l e s s move ar o und i n t he h o u s e 

c i r c l e . Ou t s i d e , I  j u s t  h av e i s o l a t e d i , j i s ei  boy f r i e n d s . I  hav e 

mor e t h an eno ugh s o c i a l  l i f e t o h a n d l e r i g h t  no w and a g r e a t e r  amount  

wo u l d n ' t  g i v e me any mor e s a t i s f a c t i o n . I  h a v e n ' t  ueen t hr o wn i n t o 

�Ui sei  c o n t a c t s l a t e l y bu t  I  d o n ' t  mi s s i t  t oo muc h . Ot her  N i s e i  

mi gh t  t h i n k t hat  i t  i s p a t h e t i c not  t o k no w a l o t  o f  o t her  N i s e i , 
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out  I  am c o nt ent ed enough wi t h my c o mpan i o ns h i p i n t h i s Ho us e and I  

d o n ' t  f eel  t he n ec es s i t y f o r  t he o t h e r . 

" I  d o n ' t  condemn î s e i  gr oups out  I  f ee l  t hat  t hey gi i ght  be 

mak i ng a mi s t ak e i f  t hey l i v ed among t hems el v es t oo much and t hey 

c e r t a i n l y s ho ul d not  condemn o t her  î s e i  who do no t  b r anc h o u t . I  

have no p er s o na l  o b j e c t i o n ag a i n s t  medi um s i z ed H i e e i  ga t h er i n gs and 

I  woul d at t end t hem my s e l f  i f  I  wer e i n t e r es t ed , bu t  I  wo u l d n ' t  l i k e 

t o s ee t hem ge t  l a r ger  and l a r ger  and ex c l ude ot her  c o n t ac t s . A 

per s on s ho u l d dev el o p h i s f r i en d s and c o n t ac t s on an i n d i v i d u a l  ba-

s i s ana bec aus e o f  mut ual  i n t e r e s t s and not  bec aus e t hey ac c i d en t i a 

happened t o oe o f  t he same r ac i a l  o r i g i n . 

"X d o n ' t  f i nd my l i f e b o r i n g at  t he p r es en t  t i me. Most  of  my 

ev en i ngs ar e o c c u p i ed , '¿'her e i s a l way s some ho us ewo r k t o oe done 

and i t  i s u s u a l l y ar ound 7 : 3 0 be f o r e I  am f r ee t o enj oy my l e i s u r e 

t i me. I  make a l l  o f  my own c l o t h es so t hat  s ewi ng t ak es up q u i t e a 

b i t  o f  my t i me, ¿ome ev eni ngs * go do wn s t a i r s and p l ay b r i d g e and 

ot her  games wi t h t he gr oup bu t  I  d o n ' t  hav e t oo much f r ee t i me t o do 

t h i s . I  t r y t o spend at  l e a s t  one ev en i ng a week i n r ea d i n g . I ' m 

t r y i ng t o get  some bac k gr ound r e a d i n g on t he wa r . I  get  t he cooks 

at  t he o f f i c e and t he peo p l e i n t he Ho us e have r ecommended c e r t a i n 

book s l i k e L i ppmann and o t h er s . I  r ead h a r p er s and A t l a n t i c maga-

z i n es once i n a wh i l e . When I  s t a r t  s c hoo l  aga i n , I  wo n ' t  hav e t i me 

f o r  v er y many o t her  t h i n g s . I  onl y get  t i me t o go t o t he mo v i es 

about  t wi c e a mo nt h. I  hav e k een go i ng out  on dat es ever y Sat ur day 

wi t h Ni s e i  f e l l o ws and Cau c as i an f e l l o ws at  t h i s Ho us e t ut  I  d o n ' t  

hav e any s p e c i a l  o o y f r i end now. I  t h i n k t hat  I  woul d l i k e t o mar r y 

a Cau c as i an s omet i mes as t hey s eem t o t e mor e expanded i n i deas ana 

I  f i nd t hem much mor e i n t e r e s t i n g t han Ni s e i  f e l l o ws . I t ' s not  such 

a bad l i f e t hat  I  am l e a d i n g now and I  d o n ' t  have any r e g r e t s . " 
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I  - l et  Y u r i  v, hen I  was a s t udent  i n B e r k e l ey , when - I  had 

r e s i a e . t her e f o r  about  a y e a r . I  was a t t en d i n g t i e B u d d ^s t  

Chur c h t her e r e . a l a r l y ev er y Sunday , and t ook c har ge o f  the-

s en i o r  c l a s s , ..hi e i  c o n s i s t ed mos t l y o f  c o l l ege s t u den t s . At  t he 

t i me I  was n ' t  on i n t i mat e t er ms wi t h t he o t her  young p e o . l e i n 

c hur c h . T her e was a t y p i c a l  K i s e i  c l i q u e f i l c h t ook a gr eat  dea l  

o f  i n t e r es t  i n b a s k e t b a l l , wh i c h was po pu l ar  among n i s e i  at  t he 

l i me, and somehow 1 a i d no t  f i t  i n wi t h t hat  g r o up . I  was i n t er -

es t ed i n a g i r l  f r om a v er y c o ns er v at i v e ana J apanes y f am: l y i n 

wer e c o l l e : e s t u d en t s , d i d not  i n t e r es t  ae muc h, - nd t hey s eeded 

t t  av o i d me, t o o . 

When Y u r i  f i r s t  came t o c hur c h , s he appea l ed t o t he boys as 

b e i n . c u t e , ¿'or  some r eas o n o r  o t h e r , l owev er , she d i d net  

become v er y a t t ac h ed t o any o f  t hem. I  t h i n k t hat  i t  was she 

t hat  ,.ane up t o me and s t a r t ed a c o n v er s a t i o n , ana t he way i n 

wh i c h s he a i d i t  gav e me t he i mp r es s i o n t hat  she was s l i g h t l y 

c o q u e t t i s h . Why she was a t t r ac t ed t o me 1 c o u l d not  s ay . I  saw 

her  home f r om c hur c h s omet i mes , but  t hat  was abo ut  t he ©¿t ent  o f  

our  r e l a t i o n s h i p at  f i r s t . I  was bus y wi t h s c ho o l  wor k , ana 

c o ns equent l y nev er  t o o k t h e t r o ub l e t o t ak e her  out  on a da t e . 

I  s t i l l  r emember  how' one ev en i n g I  was s t udy i ng at  t i e 

Ber k e l ey l i b r a r y , when she came a l o ng wi t h some book s i n her  ar m 

t o r e t u r n . She want ed t o know what  I  was do i n g , and I  b e l i ev e 

I  was l o c k i n up some r e f e r en c e book s f o r  t he Sunday Sc h o o l . I  

as k ed h r  ..hat  s o r t  o f  books she w. s i n t e r es t ed i n , and t o my 

s u r p r i s e f ound her  d t h a book o f  poems by K eat s 9 or  s ans . a. 



l i k e t hat  and a book e i t h e r  on p h i l o s o p hy o r  r e l i g i o n , I  t ook 

some i n t e r es t  i n i er  t hen bec aus e i t  was r ar e t o f i n d a N i s e i  

r ead i n _ s e r i o u s 3oo.cs o i  t hat  n a t u r e . '.7e t a l k ed f o r  a l i t t l e 

wh i l e , and I  g a l l a n t l y as k ed h er  t o go out  t o have some s o r t  o f  

r e f r es h ment . I  was a v er y poo r  s t u den t , ba t c h i n g on a budget  

wh i c h a l l o wed o n l y t h i r t y c ent s a day f o r  mea l s , and I  c o ul d not  

a . x o r u t o t r eat  g i r l s t o any t h i ng s u g t i o u s . I  �as not  us ed t o 

t ak i n g g i r l s out  en d a t e s , any way . We went  i n t o .an i c e c r eam 

p a r l o r , and I  as k ed i er  what  she want ed. I  o r der ed a p l a i n coke 

end s he s a i d s o met h i ng wh i c h I  c o ul d not  c a t c h , ĥe dec i ded, t o 

o r der  a c o k e, t o o . L at . r  I  r e a l i z e d t hat  she had o r der ed a coke 

f l o a t , a t er r a wi t h ./hi ch I  was not  f a mi l i a r . I  c oul d not  he l p 

f e e l i n t hat  s he woul d have l o v ed t o have gone out  wi t h a r i c h 

per s o n and "s p l u r g e d " . I  �a l k en her  home, and s t o o d i n f r o nt  ot  

h er  home, t a l  , i ng. She wo u l dn ' t  as k me i n , ev en t hough i t  wasn* 

v er y l a t e . I  i magi ne her  f o l k s woul d have o b j ec t ed t o her  b r i ng 

i ng i n a bo y - f r i end she d i d not  knov. v er y we l l . 

At  t hat  t i me I  was t ak i ng a c o ur s e i n j o u r na l i s m and was 

i n t e r es t ed i n wr i t i n g a r t i c l e s . I  wr o t e s ev e r a l  f o r  t he c hur c h 

magaz i ne . Y u r i  s a i d t hat  she was i n t er e ; t ed i n wr i t i ng t o o , 

al t hough, she n ev er  showed me any wor k she had dene. :l $ybe she 

h a d n ' t  done any wr i t i n at  a l l . I  k now, ho wev er , t hat  s.i e was 

i n t e r es t ed i n r e l i g i o n , p h i l o s o p h y , and l i t e r a t u r e . We r ead one 

bo o k , "Tes t ament  o f  Y o u t h "by Ver a B r i t t a i n , whi c h bo t h o f  us 

t hought  �as v er y en j o y a b l e . - <e t a l k ed about  s e r i o u s t h i n gs now 

and t h en , and we bo t h s ee .ed t o en j o y i t . 

One o f  her  f a v o r i t e t o p i c s o f  c o n v er s a t i o n was mar r i age . I  
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was r a t h e r  s u r p r i s ed when. I  l ea r ned t hat  she was as p u r i t a n i c 

as she was i n h e r  a t t i t u d e t owar d mar r i age , ĥe s a i d t h a t . s h e 

wo u l d n ' t  l e t  a boy k i s s h er  u n t i l  s he i n t ended t o mar r y h i m. 

A l s o , she c o u l d n ' t  qu i t e see what  t her e was i n p h y s i c a l  c o n t ac t , 

wh i c h men seemed t o c o ns i der  i mpo r t ant  i n l ove and mr r i a g e . Shy 

s a i d t hat  s he wo ul d t o l e r a t e s ex ua l  r e l a t i o n s h i ; wi t h her  hus band, 

but  s he wo u l d n ' t  der i v e - :uch s a t i s f a c t i o n f r om i t . I  f e l t  t hat  

s he wo u l dn ' t  l ake an ap p r o p r i a t e mat e f o r  me u n l es s she c hanged 

her  mi nd on t h i s , no t  t hat  I  ./as c o n s i der i n g mar r i age s e r i o u s l y 

at  t he t i  .e- - I  wa s n ' t , �.at  t he sul  j ec t  had a l way s i n t e r es t ed r i e. 

The Buddh i s t  Chur c h put  on an o c c as i o n a l  danc e, ana I  

a l way s went  s t a r . Y u r i  and I  got  a l o ng we l l  tc get l êr  on t he se 

o c c as i o n s , and some o f  t he N i s e i  t hought  t hat  we ...er e go i ng 

s t eady . ' A c t u a l l y , ho wev er , I  h a d n ' t  t ak en out  Y u r i  ev en once on 

a dat e. Once I  d i d a s k h er  f o r  a d a t e , and she s a i d t hat  s he 

woul d have t o as k h er  p a r en t s . Then she ave me t he ans wer  t hat  

her  par en t s d i d n ' t  want  h e r  t o go out  wi t h any one t hey d i d n ' t  

kno.v. The o n l y one s he v ent  out  i t h was Ted ¿ ak uma, a c o l l ege 

s t udent  f r om Sac r ament o , someone whom s he kne,. be f o r e , 'f ed ..as 

no t  a c hur c h nr mber , but  br o ught  Y u r i  t o c hur c h danc es , l e f t , 

ana l a t e r  came bac k f o r  h e r . Some o f  t he o t ner  K i s e i  boys 

k i daea me about  g e t t i n g a l o ng so we l l  ¡i t h h e r . 

A l l  t h i s t i me, ho wev er , Y u r i  'was g o i n : f a i r l y s t eady . . i t h 

T ed . f ed ..as- a v er y s e n s i t i v e l a d , i n t r o v e r t ed , u n s t a b l e . He 

d i u net  seem t o mi x i n wi t h o t her  N i s e i  at  a l l . l i e wr o t e s t o r i e s 

o f  a i  ex t r emel y r o mant i c sor t  f a r  t he p u l p , and was ab l e t o get  

one p r i  i t ed no., .and t hen. Hi s ami  i t  i o n , ho . / ev er , was t o bec ame 

c l awy er . He seei fced t o r e l y v er y h e a v i l y on Y u r i ' s a f f e c t i o n t o 



- 4-

k eep up h i s mo r a l e , l i e was a dep r es s ed sor t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l , r a t h er  

i mp r a c t i c a l , s en t i men t a l . A f t e r  t he war  br ok e out  a i d ev ac uat i o n 

became i mi nent , Ted ev i den t l y p r o po s ed t o Y u r i , ' he acce t ed 

hi m. They went  t o get  a mar r i age l i c ens e, ana 1 spons i bl e 

f or  t h i r  names appear i ng i n t he paper  as havi ng i nt ent i ons of  

becomi ng mar r i ed. Lat er  i t  was r eveal ed t hat  nei t her  of  t hem 

hud consul t ed t  l ei r  , a r ent s . T ed's par ent s seer  t o have obj ect ed 

qui t e s t r ongl y t c t he car r i age, pr obabl y 011 t he ¿r ound t hat  i t  

� <oul i  i nt er f er e v; i t  b. hi s c ar eer . Ther e ..er e r umor s .hat  t  ¡ere 

was a .. ar t y at  her  home one week- end, ana a r epor t er  ca oe t o t he 

conc l us i on t hat  t hey had become mar r i ed. Yur i  came t o me t o f i nd 

out  .¿ho had put  t hat  not i ce i n t he paper , and at  t he same t i me 

conf essed t hat  she was ver y much coaf used about  t he whol e t hi ng. 

She sai d t hat  she had dec i ded t o mar r y Tea because ever yone el se 

seemed t o be pet t i ng mar r i ed at  t hat  t i me. At t he same t i me, 

she f el t  t hat  Ted was not  mat ur e enouph t o make a gt od husband. 

Soon af t er  t hi s i nc i dent  I  l ef t  Ber kel ey t o become evacuat e- , 

f r om Sout her n Cal i f o r n i a, .mid l os t  t r ack of  Yur i  en t i r e! f or  

some t i me. Ted and I  ended up i n t he same r el ocat i on cent er , but  

we di a not  see much of  each or her . t̂  t he t i me of  t he sopr e a-

t i on pr ogr am we wor ked t oget her  as i nt er v i ewer s . He ..as f ai r l y 

. 

s t i l l .somewhat  i r r es pons i bl e, goi ng o f f  and not  comi ng back t o 

wor k vhen he shoul d have. He ad not  hear a f r om Yur i  ever - s i nce 

j - 'i n , s t eady - i t h ano t her  g i r l  a" t h i s t i me. 

I n J i r  , ]pm_ t   ̂ 1 - f u r l  by ac c i den t  on t he s t r ee t s o f  Sa l t  

l ak e C i t y , whi ch I  was v i s i t i n g on my way t o Gi l a . I  l e.i t i oned 

ev ac u a t i o n , ana d i u not  seem t oo i n t e r e s t e d , e i t  i er . l i e - as 



Ted :- o t i er , and s'10 sai u t hat  t ' at  v. a a t he moat  f oo l i s h t hi n,.: 

she had done i i  her  l i f e ai d t hat  she v.ant ed t o f or  :t  about  i t . 

She - - id at  .. v.; .. mi n t o o t c Chi cago t o at t end t  :c 

Vo jju ¿as l i on Schoo l , but  she d i dn ' t  - ant  e t o t el l  anyone 

about  i t . Ther e was a meet  i ns; of  Ni s ei  l i ber al s t o .. hi ch I  was 

i nv i t ed, and I  t ook Yur i  al on.j  t o i t . ,/e di scussed t he po l l  t ax 

and i t , r el at i on t o t he Ni s ei , but  Yur i  admi t t ed qui t e f r ank l y 

t  l at  such di scuss i ons di d not  i nt er es t  her . I  t ook l er  hone t o 

a di r t y l ook i ng r oomi ng house r an b; a J apanese. I  t hi nk she 

fias consci ous 01 t he shabbi ness of  t he pl ac e, ĥe d i dn ' t  ant  

.t o i nv i t e me i n because she ,;as af r ai u of  what  t he J apanese woul d 

t hi nk of  her . One J apanese g i r l , she sai d, /as t hr own out  of  

t he 1 ace because she was n't  r es pec t abl e's ;! , . h . she a i m' t  

assoc i at e wi t h a coupl e of  I i i bei  g i r l s s t ay i ng i n t he same pl ace 

and or k i n i n a l aundr y because she d i dn ' t  even snow t hei r  

names. 3he sai d t hat  she ant ed t o _et  a .a/ f r om t he squal i d l ess 

- hi ch sur r ounded her , and I  sympat hi zed wi t h her . She f el t  

qui t e t i ed down at  her  r oomi ng: : l ac e because she - ant  i d t o cone 

l one by ni ne ;r  t en i f  she er e out  on a dat e. She - ant ed t o - o 

out  f or  di nner  al one, and I  want ed t o t ake l er  out  wi t h some of  

my f r i ends f or  a .hol e eveni ng. 

That  was t he l as t  1 saw of  her . 


