Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943. DST,

SCHEDULE FOHgﬁNDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview Nov. 3, 1943 Interviewer Charles Kikuchi

1. Name Yuki Kimurs 2, Sex, M@ 3. Married stat.M@D W O
4, Present address o052 8. Gratton Qab., 5. 10AR
5. Later addresses D%te

6. Birthplace ocoltvs Dlull, Neb. 7. Birthdate June 12. 1920
8. Allen or eltlzen citizen 9. Nisei, Kibeil or Issel nised
10. Addresses between Dec.l, 1941 and evacuation

) Berkeley, Calif, Date __1940

(a

(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)

11, Assembly Center _ Tanforsn AnTil 20 1049

s L2

o P

12. Relocation Center _ Topaz 1 Zept. 0.

ﬂ.,l'r

5
=

13. Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present
(a) Salt Lake Jl(. Utah (moved 3x the ‘Date Jan, 25, 1S

(b) ios]g) ;uL“uéJ Chicazo June 28. 1947
(C) ui-:k_,. Ny ub jlu.&..\q., k/IA...(u . ._,L_L_L 1. -l ,“J.
14. Persons living in household on Dec.1l, 1941. Relationship to Re-
) settler
Was a maid in Chester Rowell!'s home emplover

mai er
Berkeley, Calif.

in
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(a
(b
(e
(a
(e
(f
(

(h
(1
(J
(k
(1
(m

15, Persons living in household on evac. day Relationship to Re- ;

(If same as 14, enter symbol,e.g.l4(a).) settler
Yoshinohuy Kimira father
280 - mother
Sell

Hoelky brother

ET)

LG 4U0

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2.

15.

h"-\"\f'\""\/‘\l"\f—\f‘\f"‘-’-\"‘\ﬁ
HHRc DR HO 0 0P

16.

18.

Oc¢cupa-

continued - . - lgrade compl.!Educ.in!tion DeclRelig.
Age | Sex | M.S. |Birthplace Amer .school Japan |1, 1941 |Affil,
69 M M Japan : 18 oecty Nodé,
QQ ) ; L e Heewifs Budd,
SRR 3 Nebraske 13 Maid Hong
21 M S Denver 12 Priver Chpist.
1G5 1 = Qakland 10 student "

TF Immedlate family (parents, sibllngs, children or spouse)
were not included in household group in 15, because of differ-
ent residence or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)

Relationship |[Residence Age
Name to resettler [|(if deceased [(if dec. Sex | Mar,
write "dec." lage at deathl ~ | Stat.
continued -
Grade compl.| Educ. Occupation
Birthplace |Amer.school in Japan| Dec.l,1941 Religion
(for dec.last
occupation)

. What mcmbers of household and immediate family evacuated to-

gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (glve symbols used
in 15 and 16).

#L0

Composition of household 1n Assembly Center or Free 2Zone (Give
symbols from 15 and 16; 1if others, gilve sex, age, relationship)
Upon arrival:

#15
-




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 3.

18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

#1150

19. Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, give sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

g£19°

Just before leaving Project:

s

20, Composition of household in Chicago at date of interview:
(Give symbols; if others, give details)

Relationship |Residence Age
Name to resettler |(if deccased|(if dec.
. write "dec."|age at death

)_*,A_L . House Seittlement Haoy
) 15 people S nigei (2N,
) She works f£or room and bo
)
)
)

(a
(b
(e
(a
(e
(f
0,

2 continued -

Occupation

Dec.l, 1941
Grade completed (for dec.last
Birthplace |American school occupation) |Religion

a
b
c
d
e
f
21. Changes in composition of Household in Chicago: Note departures

by symbol and dates. Give details for new households or entries:

Relation-  Residence Age

ship to (if deccased|(if dec. Mar,
Date | Name resettler |write "dec."|age at death)| Sex |Stat.




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 4.
21. continued -

Relation=-
ship to
resettler

Residence
(if dececased
write "dec."

Age
(if deec.
age at death)

Date Name

(
(
(
( 3
(
(
(
1

2 continued Occupation
Dee, 1,1921
(for dec.last

occupation)

Eduec.
in Japan

Grade compl.

Birthplace Amer.school Religion

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
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22, Tducational history of recsettler

Elementary schools (name and location)

QLLCulli (OF=Y lénu

Grade completed

9]

Linconn,

telay

5th

Grammar schools (name and location)

Grade complcted

dul]., g ®) x...b__..,‘,‘, dl&.lll—-

.l__A
ST

2th

Lincoln, Sau‘u_,“ 0

8th

qlgh schools (name end location)

Grade completed

Flgcerp ‘vlJ.\.-‘ Mk . Auburn Uity

1 0%h

Bodi Hich,

TLodi

12+th

Collegcs, universities and vocational
schools (name and location)

Grade
completed

.F "7"';.._14\-' .,u.s._.*.Lu 1: Vg 1 ol

u\“.L )

G.on

-+

wa O rame L HEE AN LGTramaniy

>

Attendance at Japanese language
school location

= Ard

'LJUl

e - AoV 8 oe
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SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 5.

22. Occupational history (begin with first job). Notec perilods of
unemployment by entering dates continuously and writing
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Asscmbly Center and Relocation Project and continue
with employment since resettling.
Reason
Dates Av, mojLfor ter-
From Nature of job |Type of industryl Location|wages |mination
1950 | 1958 Packinz Shedlin summer Lodd 30 schocl
1938 940} school girl (domestic) Saotio L=l

ve

1/41-6/41 1 2 domestic i ! Sl
/[ &l=E/de mald omestic Berkeley

e = WalUlress Tanforan

‘\JI-’;-;;" Wi y

J/4ae=l0/42] clerk ents JTopa

L gole L/ | secreitarvy ¥ cente 1

]-J ‘_""
—=

4 /4 bus iness scho

0/ 4d=p /4. secretars
Lj r;.'b— { £ 4 LIl&]]] ] Qye
7 A [AT 5 ] S = 1

7/ 43-B/48E sgcretary Ior lawyer
8/43 gent to Vogud School of Arts
Sf/4o- domest ic
10/5 typist-sec'vy | Eenton House

(S Drs. M.J ®g,Th, Fr. nighita)
By43 typist Page & Dixon it als wic

23, Religious conncctions (begin with first, include assembly
center and Relocation project and status aftcr resettlement)
Dates Attended what church Wherce attcnded{What Sunday

Y on 3 e R
Loarisvlan |

24. Political activities
Dates Voted in what eclections For what party




CH 20. Yukiko Kimura WRA Form 26 603,923

2. Central Utah, 9/11/42
3. Tanforan, 4/28/42
4, 2035 Haste Street, Berkeley, Calilf.
5. Kimura, Yoshinobu Japan
Ito, Sao Japan
5a.U.8. Secretary, Japanese AssocC.
7. Grammar school, Washington, Yolo, Calif. 8/26 to 6/33
Junilor high, Lincoln, Sacramento, 8/33 to 6/34
High school, Lodi Unlon, Lodi, 8/34 to 12/38
Business school, Merritt, Oakland, 3/39 to 6/39
College, Bacramento, Sacramento 8/39 to 6/40
Futaba Gakuen, Oakland, Calif. 8 years
7a.Major--English, Shorthand, Typing
General office :
8.
12, 68 8% 1bvs.
13. No major defects; near-sighted, corrected by glasses
18. Single :
19. Daughter
20. 6/12/20
23. No
24, College-1
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Maid, gen.
27a.Stenographer
28. 6/42 to 9/42 Tanforan, San Bruno Master File $12 mo.
6/41 to 4/42 Nrs. Chester Rowell, Berkeley, House cleaning and
cooking (private home) 550 mo.,
1/41 to 5/41 Mrs. Dodge, San Francisco do. £50 mo.
0/40 to 1/41 Mrs. Walter Reubold, S.F. do. $45 mo.

7/38 to 8/38 Lodl (Packing Shed) Packing fruits, all kinds $100 mo.

29. Hobby: Lodi, Callf.

Reading 21l matters in Engllsh

0.P. Steno. (office work); Sewing, hand and machlne
30. Christiean

Yukiko's father, Yoshinobu Kimura

2, Same 9/17/42

3. Tanforan 4/30/42

4, Same

5. Kimuras, Madoka Japan
Otomo, Suml Japan

5a, Abroad, School teacher

7. Grammar school, Takagl and Kasuga, Japan 4/1883 to 4/1891
High school, Hokuriku Yeiwa, Japan 4/1891 to 4/1895
College, Meiji, Tokyo, Japan 4/1895 to 4/1899

7a.Major-Missionary work

8. Japan 5/1877 to 8/07; 5/40 to 9/40; 12/40 to 6/41

12, 64 1350 1bs.

13, No major defects. Wears glasses

18, Married

1¢. Head

20. 5/16/1877

23. No

24, Japan-College 4




Yukiko's father, Yoshinobu Kimura cguhrmed

25. No English
o7. Secretary (Japanese Association)
27a ,Gardener
29, 2/36 to 3/39 Japanese Assoc. of Lodi, Calif. Secy. and school
teacher £100 mo.
8/33 to 1/36 Japanese Assoc. Newcastle, do. $100 mo.
4/30 to 8/32 Yoro Gakuyen, Broderick Japanese school teacher $100mo.
2/28 to 3/30 Calif. Western State Insurance Co. Ins. broker $150 mo.
4/26 to 1/28 Nichibei Shibun, S.F. Reporter-Japanese Newspaper $70 mo.
1922 to 3/26 Japanese Assoc., Oakland, Secretary $150 mo.
1910 to 1919 Japanese Assoc. Scotch Bluff, Nebraska, Secy. $80 mo.
Sugar and Beet Farmer at same
time, Scotch Bluff, Neb. Owner and operator, $3000
e
29, Taking care of plants and flowers =
30. Christian

Yukiko's mother, Sao Kimura

2, Same 9/17/42
3. Same 4/30/42
4, Same
5. Ito, Tatsuhe Japan
Ito, Mino Japan
Sa. ---
7. Grammar school, So Mi Niigata, Japan 4/1890 to 4/1898
High school, Niigata Kogel, Japan 4/07 to 4/09
College, Jitsusen, Tokyo, Japan 4/09 to 4/12
78, ---
8. Japan 9/1883 to 10/19
12, 56 85 1bs.
13. No major defects
18. Marrled
19. Wife
20, 9/17/1883
23. No
24. College-3 Japan
25. No English
27 . Teacher (Japanese)
27a .Seamstress
28. 2/36 to 3/39 Lodl Gakuyen, Japanese school teacher $50 mo.
8/33 to 1/39 New Castle Gakuyen, New Castle, do. {50.mo.
4/30 to 8/32 Yoro Gakuyen, Broderick,Calif, do. $50 mo.
29. Sewing, hand and machine; flower arrangement and tea ceremony
30. Christlan
31.




Yukiko's brother, Rocky Hiroshi Kimura

2. Same

3. Same 4/28/42

4., Same

5. Kimura, Yoshinobu, Japan

Ito, Sao Japan
Sa. U.S. Secretary
7. Grammar school, Lincoln, Oskland, Calif. 8/27 to 1930
High school, Placer Union, Auburn. Callf. 2/35 to 1937
J Loéi Union, Lodil, Calif. 2/37 to 6/39

7a. Major--college preparatory

8, =--

12, 64 120 1bs.

15. No major defects. Glasses

18, Single

19. Son

20. 2/16/22

23. No

24, High 4

25. Speaks Japanese

27 . Marker-laundry worker

27&-"'-

28. 5/42 to 9/42 WCCA, Tanforan, Maintenance 8 mo.

5/40 to 5/42 Ashby Laundry, Marking and driving truck $50 mo.
29, Hobby: None
O.P. Mechanical engineer

30, Protestant

3l. #1 Grammar 1930-1931 Lincoln, Berkeley, Calirfr,
1931-1933 Washington, Broderick, California
1933-1934 Lincoln, Sacramento, California
1954-1935 Viashington, Newcastle, California

7-8 years at Newcastle Gakuyen, Newcastle, California

Yukiko's brother, Kazuo Kimura

2. Same

3. Same 4/28/42

4. Same

5. Same

Sa. Same

7. Grammar school, Washington, Newcastle 6/34 to 2/40

4 ‘ Washington, Berkeley 3/40 to 6/41

Jr. High, Willard, Berkeley, Calif. 9/41 to 4/42

8. ot

12. 65 110 1lbs.

15. No major defects

18. Single

19. Son

20. 8/16/28

23. Yes

24, 7

25. Speaks Japenese

29. Model airplane building
O.P. Alrplane Mechanie
30. Protestant
31. 3 years at Newcastle Gakuen, Newcastle, Calif,




Charles Kikuchi Cli=20

Ivacuation & Rescttlement Study Yuri Kosamoto (psued. )
University of California

¢Chicopo)

Nov, 12, 1943

Yuri Kosamoto, 23, is a single
nisel girl who was employed as a
domestio worker prior t- the war,

Her greatest problems now are due to
her emotional mix-ups and a cre-t
lack of self=-confidence. There is a
definite feeling of insecurity in
¥uri's personality makesup, which had
been developing over a priod of years
in her general background,

The case document was recorded
from the interviews sarried on over a
period of two weeks, The writer knew
Yuri slichtly before the evacuation,
One of the interesting things sbout
this doocument was that Yuri felt that
the writer could solve® her problems
for her because he has hnd some
training in soeicl work. ©She was mosti
cooperative and frank during the ine
terview altho there undouinte.ly are
=some aspects of her life which she
has covered up.




23
Yuri Kosamotoﬁwus born on June #8 12, 1920 in Scotts Bluff, Neb.

but she has spent the major part of her life in California, Yuri is
at present working at two part-time Jobss In the morning she works as
a typist, while from 7 to 10 in the evenings she works in the Denton
Soclal Cettlement House at 3052 S, Gmatton St. on the west slde, Yuri
recelves her room and board in return for this work at the settlement
house, She has been there since Oct, Oy 1943, Yuri was attending the
Vogue Art and Designing School in this elty since 4ugust 1 but she has

dropped her schooling temporarily due to her financisl condition and

@lso her complicated melad justment, She was unable to carry her work

and schooling on at the same time,

Yuri evacuated from Berkeley, Calif. to the Tanforan Assembly
Center on April 30, 1942, She went with an advance group to the Topaz
WRA center on Sept. 9, 1942, Yuri resettled to Salt Lake City on
Jan, 25, 1947 and due to her lack of ad justments, she moved around two
or three tiues in both her jobs end residence while there, On June
28, Yuri arrived at the Friends' hostel located at 350 W, Belden Ave.
She worked as a temporary secretary for a period of two weeks before
going to a domestic position on the north eide. Her employment
history is rather complicated due to he: hazy remembrance of details
at times, Followingz is her full employment history and the details of
this job description will follow later in her own story;

During the summers from 1935 to 1938, Yuri worked in a packing
shed in Lodi, Calif, for which she received ant average wage of 30
a month, From 1938 to 1940 Yuri worked in a part-time domestic job in
~acramento for which she received £15 a month, ©She was attending
sc100l at the same time, From Jan,, 1941 to May, 1941, Yuri held two

domestic jobs in San Francisco at $50 a month, From May, 1941 to




April, 1942 Yurl held a domestic job in Chester HRowell's home in
Berkeley at {50 a month. After esrriving in Tanforan, she worked for
a month as a waitress in the main ghall at {8 a month., Che then
worked until Sept., 1942 as a clerk in the master files department at

Tanforan. During the month of September, 1942, Yuri was a clerk in

the office orew at Topaz, ©Che then got a job as a secretary for the

Internal Security department of that center and she did this until
her resettlement late in Jan,, 1947, For this last job Yuri received
$19 a month, §

From Jan,, 1940 to April, 1943, Yuri worked as a dmmestic in Salt
Lake City and she received {75 a month, She quit this job to obtain
office work and for a period of two weeks in April, 1943, she was un-
employed, During this time she went to business school to brush up a
little on her typing and shorthand, For one month she worked as a
secretary for the American Tungsten Company in Salt Lake City and she
received {100,

Yurl then decided to come to Chicago suddenly in order to further
her college ambition, OShe worked as a secretary temporarily during
the latter part of July after a period of two weeks unemployment in
this city. Ehe then enrolled in the Vogue School of Art on a part
time basls, At the same time she had a domestic job on the north side
at $40 o month, This work was too hard so that on Oct. 5, she obtained
a part-time job as a typist and receptionist at the Dental Social
Settlement House in return for her room and board, At the same time
she was doing the domestic work, Yuri worked part time from August 15
as a typist for the Page and Dixop Drug Co, at $15 a week, ©She is
still holding this job along with her job ot the Benton Social Settle-
ment House,

Yuri's family consists of the following members:




Yoshinobu Kosamoto, father
Sao Kosamoto, mother

Yuri (interviewee)

Roeky, brother

Kazuo, brother

Yuri's father is 65 years old and he received a high school edu=

cation in Japan, He has been employed as a secretary of various
Japunese cormmunities in California and other states, He has no reli-
glous uffil{ihtion. Yuri's mother is 60 years old and she received
two years of secondary school education in Japan and she is of the
Puddhist faith., Roocky, 21, was born in Denver uand therefore named
after the mountein there, He iz a high school graduate. Prior to the
war he was working as a lasundry truci driver for a Japanese company in
Berkeley., At the present time Kocky 15 atiending some sort of tech-
nical school in Iowa., Kazuo, 15, is the youngest child and he is now
attending the third year of high school at Topaz.

Apparently there is some ambi¥ilous of feeling on Yuri's part
toward her family., On the one hand, she attempts to reject them com=-
pletely because of the former lack of a strong family solidarity, while
on the other hand, she still olings to them in a vegue way because of
her precent feeling of insecurity and of her vegue anmbitions to go to
school, Yuri is a small girl, about 4 ft. 10 in, in height., Che
wears high heels in order to intensify her height a little more. She
is rather shy in personelity but shc was very cooperative throughout
the 1nterviews since the writer had had casual acquaintanceship with
her prior to the war, S£he appears to be a very lonely girl altho she
constantly emphasizes that she was completely self-sufiicient &nd that
she had no major problem, Her story slone would indicate otherwise
and it was very revealing as to hér personality make-up,

Probably some of the cause for her feeling of loneliness has been

the result of her background., Yuri has never stayed in any locality




for over three years due to her father's work, This is one of the
reasons why she has pride in her family and believes that they are
different in social status from the other Japaunese, It is apparent
that her father had many personality diffioculties and he constantly
stressed upon the children that he was a "while collar"™ worker and a
little cbove the socinl status of the farmers among whom he work-d,
It 18 also apparent that Yuri's father suffered a greut deal of pere
sonal frustration and disappointments throughout his stay in this

courntry. Yuri believes that her backsround is very drab and unine

terecting and there is no vivid experiences which she can readily

recall, This was due more to her personclity than to a leck of rap-
port since Yuri was quite willing to tell of her personal problems
if puided a little by the interviewer, It is undoubtedly true that

a great rapport was established due to the fact that Yuri is very
lonely in her social life, and she seé&zed upon these interviews as an
opportunity to obtain leade on ifurther social contaocts.

Yuri apparently has never had a great circle of friends because
of the fact that her school life has been =0 unsettled, E£he has
attended over 10 schools in her life, In 19280 she went to the Lincoln
school 1in Qakland and she was there for four years. Then she attended
Lincoln school in Berkeley during 1931. Her family movedto Broderick,
Calif, lgte that same ycar and Yuri attended Washington school in that
locality until 1933, Che then went to Lincoln school in Cacramento
where she finished the eighth grade in 1934, Yuri then attended the
Placer Union high school in Auburn, Celif, Irom 1934 to 1936, after
which she $ransferred to the Lodi Union high school where she gradu=-
ated in 1938, Che then attended the Merritt Dusiness School in
Oakland during the term of 193740, after which she went to Sacra=-

mento Junior College from 1940 to 1941, ©OSince then she has also




moved & number of times because of her employment stefus., alter her
resettlement period, Yurl has made many moves, hoth within and be-
tween cities. She is not settled yet and she feels that one of these
days she may suddenly go to New York. Much of this unsettled feeling
on Yuri's part is due to her lack of security and her personal disor-
ganization, ©&he does not know definitely what she wants to do in
college &nd apparently there is a conflict between what course to take
and also her personal desire of getting married, However, she denies
that the marriage problem is very important to her since she is willing
to become an "old maid"‘if that 1s how things turn out. She believes
that she 1is sexually immature and that the mating problem is no concern
of hers at the present time, However, her great anxieties of hoving a
more vigorous social life would indieate that this is one of her creat-
est problems, She has not had any soei:l life at all since coming to
Chicago., ©She has had a 1little at the Benton Social Settlement where
25 people are now living, about the only recreation she has had was
one bridge session and infrequent movies, She has only attended churech
once since coming to this eity. Yuri feels that her recreational and
soclal life has been limited due to the fuct that she does not know
anyone who would be willing to escort her., ©5he emphasized that her
life was fully occupied at the present time bedause of her school and
work activities,

One characteristic which seems particularly noticecable is that
both Yuri end her father packed up and moved to another locality when=
ever the problems seemed too gmeat to solve, It appears that Yuri has

followed this escapist pattern in her attempts of ad justment since her

resettlement, Yuri is not too unattractive a girl and she has a

Tfairly good personality in spite of her tendency toward introversion.

The writer suspects shat she is overly-conscious of her lack of




-

height and she feels that this is one of the great obstacles prevente
ing her from obtaining adequate scecial relationship, This 1s re-
flected in her shyness, but & gr-ater factor may be due to the cultu-

ral background of her home life in the pre-war days. Yuri mentioned

that her ) father was very strict with her and she never went out on a

date until after she graduated from high school. Yurl has ambitions
but it has not been too objectively thought out, and her personal ine-
stability prevents her from making complete adjustments to the situa=-
tion., ©She has always been a little protected in spite of her seemingly
spirit of indépendence, and therefore she relies a great deal on the
advice of other people,

A more complete pieture of the adjustment process of Yuri ocan be
obtained from her own story which follows. The writer does not feel
equipped to attempt a complete asnalysis of Yurl since there 1s still
insufficient data on hand, and at most, any opinions given thus far
have been in the nature of generalizations, Yuri is aware that she
has problems and these are generally revealed in her conversations
whieh are quoted as nearly verbatim as possible, In some instances
there has been attempts to "cover up"” but that is to be expected, It
is possible that Yuri will make more adequate adjustments to the situ-
ation with further experience, and with some attempts to artive a
greater degree of personal organization, Ier present livin environe
ment is rather favorable for thés since the director of the settlement
house 1s a trained socinl worker and che hac been greatly interented
in helping Yuri to solve her own problem, Yuri found that it wes a
great relief to her to talk it "all out" to the writer since Bhe has
been holding back many of the problems within herself for a long time,
fhe sald that she has been in the habit of confiding inher younger

brother very frequently during the pre-evacuatlon days.
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Yuri's prrsonal account follows:

"I don't know a thing about my parents' backe ound because they
never talk too much about it to me. It is a complete blank, I guess
I was not too much interested in asking them anyway. My parents are
from north Japan, Tokyo .I guess. They are about the onty Japanese from
their partiocular ken who have come over here and that is why we don't
have any relatives, That's why we are so different from the other
Japanese, The other Japanese were mostly farmers but ny parents oane
from a better class., About the only thing they emer told me about
Japan and the place where they lived was that when it snowed, it
covered the roof. There were 10 children in mother's family but none
of them came over here.

{/;I haven't any idea when my father came to this country,., Ile came
a 1656 time ago., Dad came over here as a sc ool boy but I don't know
what school he went to, Then he beeame some kind of a shipper and
merchants I don't krow when my parents were married. The only thing
I know is that we were living in Nebraskas where I was born, Dad was
over 42 years old when I was born and my mother was 57. I was the

first child and there were two other brothers after me. They always

seemed sort ol old to me.\<ﬂuybe my father was married before but I

wouldn't know, I've never heard thenm talking of their past life at
all, \§>'

"When I was born, my dad was & truck farmer and clso the secre-
tary of the Japanese Assoeistion in Nebraska., At that time there was
a small group of Japanese farmers there, My father just wasn't a
farmer at all and that was his one and only experience at it, He
decided that he was not cut out for the farning life, arter that he
was Just a secretary of the Japanese Association and o school teachor

in all of the places that we moved to., He also was an insurence sales=-




] -

man on the side but he only sold to the Japanese. Dad moved around
quite a lot because he had s sort of wanderlust, Maybe he wasn't
happy at the places where he lived., He was always looking for better
opportunities, Wouldn't you eall that amhition?‘

"Dad was always quite recerved, just like I am, However, he was
very irritable at times and there used to be some arguments with ny
mothers ©She did not like to move around so much but when they got a
1ittle older, they did not argue too much, Dad always seemed to be
very serious and he was rarely in a jolly fraume of mind, I guess he
had too many worries on his mind, He was very philosorhical and I
remember that he used to talk about such deep things as the meaning of
life, but of course I did not know what he was talking about, There
Wi8 qulte a large age gap between my father and I and he seemed more
like my grandfather, IHe was quite stern with me as longs as I can re=
member but we got along all right, I guess.

[;"My dad never understood me much, You know how these old Japan=-
ese are, they never show any affection at all for even their wives or
children, Dad taught me Japenese and he was very striet in my lessons
but I dldn't pan out the way he wanted me to, I guess maybe I was a
big disappointment to him, I feel sort of sorry for him now because
sometimes I think hks life was wasted and he never got to do the
things that he really did want to do, However, I think he did the best
he ecould under the clroumstances, My father was really out of place
in this country and he was never able to fit in, He did the best he
could but you ooﬁldn't expect him to be too happy when he did not L
achieve all of his ambitions, 3ould you oall that being fruatrated?k.

"There was a time when I was quite bitter against my father be-

cause I had to quit school to support the family., I thought that this

was not quite fuir:;]my ambition hes always been to go to school bee
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cause I really want to learn. Toan't say that I had a jolly home life

because it was something that we Just went thru and it was neither too
happy nor unhappy. I'd more or less broken away ffon the family evem
since I went to work as a school girl end to attend the Sneramento
Junior Colleges, I have been indepen.ent ever siﬁce then.-'i'd like to
help my family resettle, but that méans that I will have to give up my
personal plans. I don't know whether I have the obligation to do this
now or noty, I feel so guilty about it now, and it 1s on my conscience
because I'm beling selfish about things,

"I remember my mother always as a very quiet person, fhe was sort
of submissive and quite Yapenesy in her ways. Ded was the boss of the
family and he always decided what we should do, I was closer to my
mother because she was kind to me and more understanding. <Che was also
very reserxrved so I guess that this is a family trait, By the time I
had grown old enough, I remember rny parents as being very disillusioned
because they had not made a material suoccess in this country, That
was very important to them, Ve never did have very much money and my
father was always hoping that the next placa would be better, but it
never turned out to his full satisfaction, I was only one year old
when my folks moved back to California so-I don't remember nothing of
that,

"I can remember my childhood from the age of 10 years old and on,
My parents got along fairly well by then altho my father was inelined-
to be very détinant. Dad drank a little, but he never became violent
or-awything like that, I guess he drank because he was disappointed
8o many times,

"I was always an introvert cﬁlld and I am still this way. Ever
since I ocan remember I started to read a great deal, I think I had

my nose in books from the age of six on., I think the reason for this




was that I was on the constant move with my femily and I never haed the
chance to meke intimate childhood friends., That is why I've always
gone around by myself, I got used to it and so that 1s why I never did
care for a social life, I was very close to my brother. He is also
quiet and receryed like I am., We played together quite & bit and we
understood each other better than anybody else., My brother was two
years younger than I was but I always told him my troubles and sougcht
his advice, end he would counsel me, He didn't have the problem that
'placid?
I did because it is eesier for a boy and he was much nMore , Gdasede ond
contented § than I was, He was not expected sc much by things like I
wase, I suppose I was extra-sensitive about everything, I always told
my brother about my problems and it made me feel good to do that. It
makes anybody feel good to confide in sore special person and I could
not do that with my mother or father so much,

T)"Wc spoke Japanese in our home all the time, That was because
both my mother and father were Japanece language school teschers and
they thought that it wee very important for their children to learn
the langua e. I never use the Japunese much any more and I don't even
like to use Japanese expressions because it is mueh eas er to speak
Englishs 4#nother thing 1s that I don't want to be reminded so mich of
all those hard, drudging Japunese lessons that my porents cogpelled me
to learn.\jﬂy parents did not understand IEnglish so well and that is
why they uséd Japanese in our home mostly, Howewer, my father d-es
speak and write Enclish but he won't do it at home. The reason he went
to Nebraske was because the Japanese farmers out there asked him to

business
come and be their spokesman in/devlings with the Caucasicns, Dad

could earry on a conversation in broken Inglish but he did not like to

do 1t because it sort of embarraseed him and he thought that the Cau-

caslans leaughed ot the way he telked in Enaliah.i)
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"Besldes the use of Japanese in our hoge lives, I don't remember

that we adhered to any of the old tradiiional Japunese customs, Ve ate
Japanese food all the time and my narents read quite a fow Japanese
books, but that was because they wunted to keep up. My dad was always
very strongly for Japan, however, he §never intended to go buek to
Japan to live mostly befause my mother had come from o good family and
my dad felt a little ashamed that he was not a success in America,

Ded did go back to Japan from 1939 to 1941 but that was becsuse he had
@ lot of business ldeas and he thousht that he eould make money. I
think that he wanted to make conneetions so that he could ship sorap
iron and other things over there. DBut dad was never a very good busi-
ness men and nothing ever did come out of that, The only result of hie
going to Japan was that my brother and I had to interrupt our education
in order to go to work to support the fanily._;

"Te did not follow any of the big Japanese festivels, Things like
the Japanese Yew Year's celebration were not a big event with our
femily like among the other Japanese families, We were alwvays living
lna Japanece community where all the people did this, but we did not
have these bilg festivals in our home because we were different., oOur
family was always among the Japanese farmefs group and dad was in
oifice work so that we had to keep a little apart from this. Anocther
thing was that ded was always a stranger in the community and we did
not have a lot of friends there. The other Japaenese farmers all came
from the same place in Jepan and they had many ties and reletives to-
gether in one place, but we did not have any of this in our family.
That is why it was not of any use to have eny big family feasts during
New Year's and other Japanese festivals, The only time that we ever
did it was because of my father's business reasons., I don't think that

we missed anything anyway,




£ "Altho I never had a lot of friends, I always managed to have one
very good friend every place I went and I stuck to that one Iriend like
a leech, These close friends were always nisei girls, But just when
I got to know them real well, we had to move to another place, Ve
moved around a lot and the longest I stayed in one place was sbout 4
yearss 4ll of the rest was for only 2 or 3 years at the most, Oakland
was the longest I ever stayed in one place,

Z[hln spite of all this moving around, my school life wus sort of

pleacant, It was a little hard to get used to all of the different

sochools I went tu{:;ut somehow I managed to fit in alter a time, I

guess I learned how to adapt myself, bE;>I never did get to know a lot

of the other students, I never could settle down in one place long
enough to form any lasting friends'ips.<;{Q3F is why I did not enter
into many of the community activities. It takes a church and soceial
life to get into the oo"munit;::>l did not go out for a single thing
all the time I was in school, Sut I stuck to my studies fairly falth-
Tully.

"fohool mostly was Jjust going to glasses, but I was never ruch of
a student, < liked to dip into a lot of things, but it nhever took
very deeply. I didn't get good grades at all after I left high sohoo%;>
In college I was too tired from the work I had to do so that I could
not put my full efforts into my studies.<ii;130 had personal worries
and some eye =train, That is why I am sort of afraid of college now,
but I am determined to go unless something clse turns up;>>

"There was always a lot of Japanese students in high school and
at Seoramento J.Cs, but I sort of kept apart from them, I never was a
very soolal perscn and it was not easy to break in anywayi] I was shy

and I never had much poise., I don't have it even now, I like people

but I always feel embarrassed when I meet them and I don't know what




to say and the color always rises in my face when I meet a new person,
It has always been like that. That is why I was just by myself in
school and I could never get into a definite group. It sort of bored
‘me anywey., I guess I liked to be by myself more. That was bad, wasn't
it? I felt all tied up in myself every time I tried to get into a
groups I don't think I was any more cliquish than the other high
school nisei, The nisel always stuck by themselves and they had their
little groups which nobody else could get into, They never figured
much in the main school l1life, except that they were usually prominent
in the olass work and they got most of the high grades, GQuite a few of
the nisel in my school got scholarships but they did not get into the
other school activit@es at all, None of them ever held class offlces
during the time I was goings The nisel were quite small because they
were so narrow minded from the moral viewpoint., They gossiped a lot

and they were too catty, That is why they always liked to spread

rumors about other people, [} didn't have any Caucusian friends in

high school either beoausc they expected all of the nisel to stick to-
gether and about the only Caucasian student I knew were in my classes,
but none of them were intimate friends,

"7hen I went to the Merritt Business fchool in Berkeley, I went
around with Caucasian students more because there were not so mmny
nisel there and that is why it was ensier for us to get accepted,
After I left the buciness school I never did come into contaet with
Caucasians much except with those people I worked for in their hoges.
Thruout all of the time I went to school, I always went to a school
which had a lot of nisei in it;] This was because my dad usuelly went
to a loeation to represent a lot of Japenese farmers and all of the
children mostly went to the same school, Naturally if you are throun

in with a2 lot of Cauonsiens and without many nisei, you will have to




mix in with them, but if you are in a school with a lot of nisei, you
don't get this chance to mix so much because the nisel all stick to-
gether and this ie so conspicuous thut the other students expect them

to stick only in thelr own group,

[;I wasn't partioularly interested in anything speeial in school.

I did pick up & 1littlc pleno playing snd I learned how to sew, That
wee about my main hobby£1 I see liked to sew a lot because it gave me
something to do in my spare time. All of the nisei I knew in school
hed no ambition and even tho many of them got scholarshipe, I was She
only one $ in my whole clars that went beyond high school, The niscl
came from csmall farm families and they did not care for anything ex-
cent getting out of school, They did not have any incentive becauze
the people around them were not like that. They were mostly farmers
and you couldn't expect them to have too great ambitions because thelr
parents more or less expccted the nisei children to take up farming
with them after they got out of ¢# hlgh school. There were a few anm=
bitious nisei in our school but they could not o on to college becuause
of lamily circumstsnoes. The funny thing was that there were alot of
nisei in the California Scholastiec Federation and they got the highest
rank in school, In spite of that they did not go on to col'eges I
wanted to go to college bocause there was nothing else to do for me,

I wanted to ¢ to the University of California .ad there werc about
500 nisel going there,

"My parents did not partioulerly care if I went to college or not,
but they thousht it would be a pretty good thing, They dould not help
me out financielly but I went down to Berkeley anyway as I had heard
that many of the nisei girls worked their way thru, I only went to
Cal a few days, but then I dropped out to go to the Merritt Business

fohool in Beskeey Onkland because 1t was oheaper, I went to the




business school for six months and 1t helped me a lot later bLecause
it was thru this training that I was able to get out of domestic work.
2 regret that I did not get to college sooner because I would be
finished by now instead of having three years more to go. Maybe I an
too 0ld to gos I am 2° now and all of the other kids will be youngef
if I go to college here., DBut I think I will go anyway.

"Another reason why I went to the Merritt Business School was
beuauseadne 6f my friends went there and. I heard that the nisei could
get into olvil service ufter getting this training 1f they pass the

test. "4 college education is not too important in materisl matters

but you become more enlightened if you get = liberal educ-tion. I am
beginning to think now that this is more important to me., Iven the

one year that I attended in Sacramento junior collepge b oedened me up

a lot, It changed my outldok on life and it made me more tolerant
about many things and I felt that I was growing outward., I am the kind
of person who likes to read a lot even if I don't speeciulize in any one
topics I did not get real high grades in the junior college because I
hed to work my way thru, I didn't get sll the A's that I got in high
school., I evem got a couple of C's at junior college dbut I think I
could have done better if I didh't have other things on my mind,

"The reason why I went to the Secremento junior coliegé waes bew
cause a lot of nisel went there and the tuition was low. It was the
nearest college to Lodi where my family was living at that time. I
wanted to @o to Cal but there wac no finances, After I finished my
year at Jjunior college my family moved to Berkeley becuuse my dad went

for
to Japan, This was in 1932, There was no use e# our family to remain

in Lodi beocause my dad gave up his job there, He thought theat Berkeley

was the ideal place for the family to stey while he was gone to Japan,

I had gone to Merritt bBusiness School by myself after I got out of high
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school and that was when I first left the femily/ I worked as a school
girl to support myself., The next year I also did the sane thing at the
cacramento Jjugior college but I moved to berkeley with my femily after
that, I didn't get my last report from the Sacramento JeCe and I
thought for a long time that I had flunked out so I was afraid to send

for it. ILater on I found out that I had passed,

"Besides going to all these schools[ﬁI elso went to the Japenece

language schools for a long time. I did not make any more friends in
the language seools than I 4id in high schools, I jusv didn't feel
like mixing in more with all of those nisei aw students, They Jjust
taught us to read and write Japanese, I detested the Japanese lane
guage school becnuse I did not have any interest in it, I only went
because my father made m95< Now I regret it because I think I cauld be
some place now with all of those Japanese language teaching jobs open,
I was thinking of trying to get one of those teaching Jobs in the
University of Chieago but I am not qualified for that, If I had taken
my Japanese lessons more seriously, I would have had a ohance.:7
"It was so boring to learn Japanese at the language schools,

had to reecite aloud ell together and I céuld not stay away from the
school because my father was my teacher and he always wanted me to make
a good showing and not be 6ne of the dumber pupils in olass, In spite
of that I did not pay any attention., I think I might hawe learned more
1f my father were not the teacher., We had to memorize a lot of things
whieh had no.meanina,to us, All we did wes to memorize e chapter and
recite it out loud to the teacher, The textbooks told us of Japan, I
cuess that I did not get much Japanese propagandas from the language
school beocause of my distaste for'itij

| "lost of the Japdnosn propaganda I got came from the Japanese
movies which I saw, In Lodi the Jananese made a great event of the

weellly Japunese movies which were held during the summer time, It was




the only recreationel life for most of the Japanese and ewen the hisei
used to go to all of these movkes, The Japunese Bssoclation arranged
for the showings of these pictures and my father was the one who usu=-
ally picked out the pictures to shor to the cormunity, The thing that
impressed me the most was when the movies showed the Japenese soldiers

disregarding everything and their willin ness to die in glory for

their country, All oif the Japanese in the sudience would then cheer

like anything and I would be affected by it. The moving pictures
always showed the Japunese soldiers fighting for honor, In some of the
scenes the Japanese mothers would encourage thei® sons to go die for
Japan, That 1s so different from the Americen way, The Japunese pio=
tures sald to forget about home and family and die for the Imperor. I
eouldn't help but be impressed by all this and I think that it is be=
cause of these movies and the training which the Japanese get that
Japan has such an undefeatable attitude. It was really propaganda and
that is why so many of the issel got more pro-Japan then ever.

"Naturally when I saw these heroioc plotures, I shed tears along
with the rest of the audience, All of the Jupanese lived in those
movies and it impressed all of the nisei who attended. A lot of us
were sort of infused with these Japunese ideals, I felt very sympa=
thetic towaris Japan and I thought that she was doing right, I've had
a very sheltered life and I did not know the other side of the picture
at all duringlthat time, Now I don't have such strong leelings for
Japan because that would mean thet I was not loyal to Amerioa,

"I never been actually confronted with any pre judice because my
life was mostly spent within the Japanese community. ZIven when I went
out of the Japanese community, Lhe‘people have always been kind to me,
I supgoée it helps to be a girl because peopls won't plek on you so

much that ways The Americans don't resent Japanese girls as ruch as




boys. I've never been turned away from any eating place or things
like that. It may have been because I was not as ageressive as other
people and if I thought that there gight be prejudice, I did not go to
that place. I think that in e way I did not like to be Japanese look-
ing and I think I have often thought of being a white person, I think
a lot of the nisel wish that they were born white, At least they envy
the Caucesian people, Deing a Japanese does limit your opportunities
and it bars you from so many things, and it also changes the whole
course of your life, If I were a white person, I oéuld have gone into
an office job beéﬁre the war and not been forced to take a domestic
job beéause of the discrimination against Jepanese in California, I
knew that it was not much use to try to get an office job at that time.
"I had a reélin-'or frustretion when I was doing domestic work and
I got sick of Scrubbing other people's floor when I wanted to go to
school like all of the Caucasiuns.did. It was not because I hated my
boss or anything like that, The pcople I've worked for heve always
been kind toc me, but I had that feeling of resentment all the time,
Belng in a domestic job, you don't get to mecet uhybody or do things you
want to do and I guess I got sort of neurotic when I had ‘o do domestic
work, I khow that I thought about it all the time but I couldn't do
anything about it at alls, I had to be resigned to it. Vhen you sre
by yourself so much, you have too much time to think, That is why I
day-dreamed a lot when I was in domestic work and I hoped thet some day
I would be in a position to hire people instead of working for them,
I day-d eamed mostly that some day one of my mother's relatives would

die and leave me & lot of money, #nd then I oould go to collsge or do

whatever I wanted to do without being a mald in G. hoge. I had other

worrics like beinsg oconcerned over a lack of social contaets.,
"It surprises me that I am not married yet because from the age




18 I thought a lot of it., I figured that this was the natural course
because all of the girls talked about it, PBut I didn't have ruch time
to meet the fellows and I was prudish becauce ;y father would never
let me go out on a date while I was in high schools Another thing is
that I Jjust can't let go and I feel so ill at ecase when I am talking
to a fellow, I don't feel this way after 1 get to know them better,

n the Japunese community where I live, none of the porents let the
zirls go out because they thought it was awful. I never even went to
the movies with a boy. I just didn't go out with boys at all, The
first time I went out on a date was when I went to Qaklend by myself
in 1959, I was always a little airaid of bBys anyway. Vhen I started
house work ih 1940, there was a period of almost two years that I did
not have any men in my life. I was working in San Irancisco and I
didn't know anybody. I didn't miss boys then but I do a little now.
It just coges and goes and I get furious at times now when I don't go
out, I want to bé around boys then, I've elways been attracted to
fellows but I haven't had very many regular boy friends. This is be-
cause I didn't have very many intimate friends as a child and I don't
know how to act yet, It is also blologlcal., I've been in love in and
out many times and I've have three violent crushes, Nothing ever
comes of them, howe  ver,

"Then I was 14 I discovered the existence of the male belng for
the first time, He was 16 and he was a shy boy also. I had a terri-
fiec erush on him but he would never talk to me. Finally he moved
away before I even pot to know him, I was pretty heart-iuroken, That
was when I first becamee o little curious :bout sex and I guess I'n

still am, I've necked and kissed a little bit but I &e still don't

know what thrill they get out of it, If's very disppol ting and

embarrassing fo: me,




"I thought a lot of marriage in those days, but I don't think
rcally thought of it in temms of seX, It was just & natural thing
dos I'm older now and my viewpoints are different, I don't think
that 1% 1s absolutely necessery, I'd like to get married but I am
willing to face the fact that I may never do so, I've been disillue~
sioned and I'm afraid of it now becasuse 1t is so complicated to get
married. Girls are not so emotional anyway and we don't think of 1t
the samne wayse the boys do, The girls think more of the ideal of
merriege rether than the rhysiecal,

"My social relationships did not inprove at all a.ter I went to
Berkeleys, I had a few friends and they were nisei., I would say that
my ecircle of friends wase very smalls, I've lived so much in a Japenes
comiuniity that Caucasians were strangers to me and I did not have many
contacts with them, ¥hen I started to work in a home, I started to
think more of raeial differ-noes. I used to think of all sorts of
things and wonder what it was all about,

"I wasn't interested in polities at all sltho I Joined the J.CL
aiter the war started, I Just wasn't politiesl minded, at all, I

hought more zbout such things as philosophy. I remember I read Lin

Yutang's "Importaence of Living"” and that impressed me very muchl I

[ Ut _
like!a part where it discussed leisurely living and it eeutioned

agalnst living at too fest a poce, I don't have much education yet
but ''m interested in philosophyl 1I've read & lot of novels. When I
was 16 I started to read detective storics a lot and then I went on to
Sinclair lewis, after that I becan to reed love ctories and sophisti-
catel novels, I've even read True Confossions for e while but I dia
nof care too much for them,

"I never was able to save any money at all and I don't have much

of a savings, My only real ambition was to get married but thie was




rather vague, That is -one of the rcasons why I did not push on my
plans for soe’wool, I finally got liberated from this idea, I had to
go into domestic work and that'cut off all of my contact,

fThcre was nothing else fér an untrained nisel girl to do in those

deye and I went into domestic work even tho I hated the idea. There

were a lot of nisei girls who worked on Urant ive., or in the Japrnese

laundries but that was no good because they did not naeke any moneglj

It was during this time that I thought that it was best to get a
colege eduocation rather than waste my time, Thut 1= what happens when
you have parents who were scholars, but they never got any place, I
don't want to be frustrated like then,

"I8ve never belonged to any definite club, The firet time I ever
Joined an organization was the Buddhist church because I never had a
chance like that before., I went to the Y 'E. meetings in lodi but I
did not join it because it did not seem interesting énough. I don't
have any particuler religious affiliation,Until I was 18, I was quite
a devout Christian, I was reading "ann Vickers" by Sineclair Levuis
and I also read novels which told of conditions in jail, I had been
living with a blind faith in God up to then and this was the first
time that I've ever heard of socizl probleme, I couldn't understand
why a God would allow such thinge to exist and I couldn't reconcile it
with the Christian religion any mores I never thought of it before
and I used to pray for guidence all the time when I was a Christian,

I lost all that after I read "Ann Vickers".

"I started to go to the buddhist church ocoqsionslly in Lodi be=-
cause I lived right next door to the church, In Berkeley the Puddhist
ehurch sent me an invitation to come so I went, If the Christian
church hed done the same thing I would have gone there, It wasn't

religion that I was seeking, I wanted to make friends and social




contacts and the Buddhist church gave me the opportunity. Now I anm
thinking more of Christianity because there aren't any Buddhist
churches out here, I feel a sort of lack of something, I would like
very much to believe in God and have a faith but this ishard to

achleve because of all the soeiasl problems which exist. I don't know

what to do about it because my reasoning gets in the way all the time.

It is hard to believe in Christianity because I don't want to believe
ina a Heaven or Hell, The real function of religion ic to take care of
the spiritual needs of humanity and to show people a better way to
live. It also teaches moral conduct and it should make people kinder
and bring out all of their better quealities, DBut I think that relie-
gion 1e used ton much as an escape and I would like to face the realie
ties of lifes, ©&5t1l1l, I would like to have that faith now, I just feel
the lack of it right now but I don't know if I would gain anything out
of it because I am not particularly downcast at the moment., I have
othér problems that I think about, but religion will not solve these,

"Most of my leisure time has always been in reading. I didn't go
to the movies too often before the war but I did sews great deal, I
also played bridge a little bit with the college nisei I met in Bere
keley, suelly I went to the movies by myself but sometimes my brother
took me, I didn't go out dancing at all,

""e lived on Haste St. in Berkeley just before the war and we had
the whole house by ourselves, I was alone & lot but I never felt real
loneliness until I came out here., liy mother taucht Japanese flower
arrangement while my brother worked as a laundry driver at the Ashby
Laundry which .as owned by a Japanese man, He helpcd out with the
fomily and I contfibuted from my domestie earnings also.

"The reason I quit college was beocause the family needed my help

after dad went to Japan. Ve werc about as poverty-stricken in those
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days as anybody could be. All of our savings ran out, Mother felt
very badly because I had to give up college and she sympathized with
me, but there was nothing I could do about 1t, I felt it was a tma=-
gedy and I felt that I was emaking a great sacrifice, It was very
frustrating and I was a little bitter,

nliost of the nisel were going to collece then and I had to jJust
drop out. I knew that I wouldn't have a chance to do anything but .
housework and I hated the idea of becoming condennéd to it instead of
going to sohool like I wanted to.?:}vaouation was a release for me and
a turn for the better., It meant the disruption of everything for the
other Japanese but for me it meent that I would be freed from domestie
Work.¢l

"Anyway, in January, 19411 went to a Japanese employment ageney in
San Francisco and I got a domestic job, I went there because I did not
know how to get a job and they were only paying (25 a month for domes=
tie work in the eastbey erca, I was lucky to get a {50 domestic job in
San Franeisco because that was a very good wage for that sort of work
at that time, The wages have gone up & lot since the war broke out and
now domestic workers get from {75 to {100 a menth. But I would rather
teke an office job any time at half the wage. &:jurt hated domestic
worke I felt quite oconseious of being placed in a lower social scale,
I just resented it when I could not go out when I plecsed or if I had
to ask permission of‘my employer to do anything. I was imposed upon a
lot and the hours weye very long{jll could not make any soclcl contacts
at all and that did not help matters.

In the meantime
"! held two domestic jobs in San francicco., ®inaidy» I decided to

go to the fan Franeisco junior ocollege in February, 1941, Wy mother

thought thet this was not the wiscst thimg for me to do beecause she

\;Ili
needed the mones for thn4%3no$ that I ocould make in domestic work.
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I enrolled anyway but I had to drop out alter six weeks., That is why
I changed to my second domestic job in fan Franeisco becsuse my first
employer had disapproved of my going to school while I was workin-
full time for him, and I had to quit him, A4fter that I Just stayed
in domestic work until May, 1942.

"I only met a few nisei in San Francisco. Then nmy seccond hoss
moved east so I dedided to go back to Berkeley. I cot a job with
Chester Rowell who was one of the editors of the San Franeisco
Chronicles I got the job in his home because I had met a nisei eirl
who told me of this Job in Oakland so I went to apply. Most of the
nisei gzirls werﬂ.doiﬂf domestic work then beenuse they could not get
anything else and alot of them resented it the same way I did,

"The work at Rowell's was easier because I did not have so much
to do and I only had to eook for two people, Mr., lowell was very
broad minded and he was sympathetic to the niséi., I never had s chanoce
to talk mueh with him because they were Pether formasl, I never ot
into any deep talks with either lMr,ssmé or Mrs. Rowell., Mr. Rowell
was hardly ever home because he had to keep rushing over to the
Chrénicle office in San Franeisco all the tinme,

"I started to go to the Buddhict chureh ag:in in Berkeley. Ié&
didn't know anybody there because there were so many college nisei and

they had

not been at U,C, vory long, I still was shy arocund fellows
v

then like I am now, I had no future ambition and I was a little re-
slgned to my status, .

"larriege wos the only thing to look tforward to in the future
and that was slim then, My ideas of life were not formulated vet and
I was Just beginnins to be broadened more when my education was ine
terrupted, I have not had time to digest my own thinking to a full

degree at that time, I had an idea that I would try to get back to




college when my father got back from Japan. He did not come back until
Just about the time the last boat came back before the war broke out.

I felt that Dad was the real cause of the interruption in my college
education and I resented that a lot. I hope that he will make good
connections in Japan so that he could help me with codlege, but when
he came back, I found that he did not heve any success. Dad wanted

to sedl scerap lron to Japan and trade in other things but by that time
the government was being very careful about such things.

"I had no idea of where I would like to live permanently altho I
was thinking that I wanted to live in the bay area because I liked it
better than being in the small country areas that I had lived in be-
fore, ¥y Job at the Howell's wac easy, but I was still very restless
and I didn't have enough other things to occupy my mind., SEome people
are born to do housework, but I am not temperamentally fitted for 1it.
Maybe I should have been absoclutely resigned and gotten married, but
I didn't have anything to fall back upon then, Zconomioc sceurity
meant & great deal to me because I saw what unhappiness it could
cause in my own family. lost of the nisel fellows were not in a posi-
tion to get married then anyupy because they all held menial positions

in the Japanese commaunity, even the college graduatec,

o
'

L?I suppose I was apathetic in spite of everything, and I was

rather contented to live in a Japanese community, I felt I wes gete

ting sufficient C:oucasian ocont cts with the work I wus doing. Near

the end of 1941 everything looked pretty hopeless for me anyway so I

11dn't try to think too much sbout it, The future didn't look too

briwht}altho I was counting on dad to get his exporting of serap iron
started, I didn't think of the war going on in Euwope and in China
at all,

"The Rowells were very consclous of the=ze world problems and I




I picked up a few points here and there but this did not arfect me
personally. WVar seems like such a distant thing and I didn't see how
it could ever touch me, I think I had the Americen attitude toward
Japan just before the war. I thought that Jap:n was being greedy and
she wasn't doing the right thing in China, But I also understood a
little bit about Japan's necessities to barry the expansion theory cut.
I guess I got thls from my parents beodsuse I 414 not do any readinz on
politio:z,

"I felt sorry for the way the Chinese were being treated by the
Japanece, IMaybe I was seneitive but I did not like the Japanese
pecple, This was because of an experience I had some months before

he war, At this time I got a pr-tty good picture of what the Japan-
egse scllors and soldiers were likes I went to visit the Japonese
Naval training ships that had come into “an franeisco Bay, The Japane
ese sallors on the boat were so rude to the nisel women, They also
had some Japanese moving pictures and I thought they were wulgar and
this shocked me 2 blt, The Japenese sailors had such an in-
delicate sense of humor that it revolted me, They showed skits also
which glorified the herole brugeness of the Japenese sailors and
soldiers, They were taught that life had no velue and they were wille
ing to be sulecldes. They showed a movie of a Japunese soldier carrye-
ing dynanite and blowing himself up so that the Army could advance,
They said that it was disgrace to be eaptured alive in battle., The
Japanese sallors cn that trainins ship all had this attitude and I
suppose I felt sorry for them, It was so di#ferent from my way of
thinking and I could not see the sense of glorifying a country and
giving 1ife up in a suieidal attempt, I don't think that 11fe had

any meaning at all for these Japanese sallors, I suppose the thing

that I recented more than that was the rude way in which they spoke

to the nisei girl who came to visit the training ship.




"I didn't even know that a war was conming on, I didn't know
thet there was that much trouble as I hod not been reading the
newspapers or listening to the radio news very much, On Dec, 7th,
my brothers and I were sitting around the house, It was then thut
we heard over the radio that Hawaii was bombed. I was surprised.
The 1mpactlof it didn't hit me at ell, I didn't realize what it was
really about or what it would meen to me, I wasn't viry excited,

I don't think. It is all to hazy for me now, I didn't realize
fully that it was war until the next day. It didn't hit me too hard
then either,

"In Berkeley it was pretty quiet all the time and we did not
have gny wild excitements because there was no Japanese community
there. I suppose we were excited like the other people, but not be=-
couse of being Japanese., I don't remember how I reacted, to tell
the truth, I guess I must have been pretty shocked like the rest
of the people, but it is not a vivid memory to me, Later on my dad
got afraid that he would be picked up by the FBI. The BI did cone
twice to our house but dad had good eredentials so thot they did not
take him in,

"After Dec., 7th, I heard some rumors about Filipinos killing
the Japanese and I was more horrified and shocked by that than the
news of Pearl Harbor., I suppose that was because it was closer to
me, I didn't feel too apprehensive since theore were not very many

Filipinos in Berkeley, Mr, Kowell said that nothing would happen

to me so I didn't worry much, He was surprised even to the last

minute that such a thing ac evaocustiion could happen. He did not
think thet 1t was the right thing to do against aAmerican cltizens.
He wrote quite a few articles in the Chronlcle which was against

evacuntion, He even h:d a committee to try and stop 1t, but it was




no use, It surprised me a lot because lr, Howell used to be so
anti-Japaneses I guess he ohunged for the better and he did write
a lot of good pieces about the nisel in the paper.

"I really didn't think at all about how I would be affected., I
just thought that I'd go along on the same old way and th«t things
would not change very much, I didn't see how it could afiect me at
all because I was a girl, That is why I just went on with my work,
My relations with the family did not change either, My brother had
the full responsiblity since he had been home more than I. The
family bank account was put in his name when dad whea went to Japan
and what little money we had left was .etill in his name so that our
money did not get Prozen at all., My statﬁs was not changed at all.
I went home when could and it got more exeiting when they had all
those blackouts and alr raid warnings. The war seemed much more
c¢loser then and I really expected that the Japunese were goimg to
invade Californie pretty soon., 4ll of the néwpdpers said that this
wos what was going to happen, It was kind of scary then,

"When the FBI started to round ﬁp all of the #&sseik, I sort
of expected my father to be taken because I thought they hed found
out about his ideas for exporting serap iron and other things to
Japan, He never did this, but he did have the plen. ¥hen I went

home on my days off, I always expected that my father would have

been talken awey in the meantime. I was very surprised when I always

found him still at home, It wouldn't have mnde ruch difference to
us because my father wasn't working, He wasn't the financlal supe-
port of the family then as my brother and I were contributing most
of the money, That is why my fether's internment wouldn't have
changed the family circumstences any at all,

"I read the Japanese American newspaper more than before and I
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followed all of the news carefully. I never read the Japanecse paper
so much before, It was written in Japanese too so that my parents
were able to follow the latest things like alien registration and all
those restrictions they had., They were not allowed to go near cer=
tain places and they could not go more than 5 miles from the house.
That didn't make any difference at all because my folks stayed home

a lot anyway. They didn't have a lot of Japancse friends in Berkaley
so that they hew never had gone out visiting very much, They stuck

to the home more all the time,

*Then the rcstﬂictions started to come to the nisei, I sort of

thought that I would never get a chance to go to college anymo e,
That is why I stopped thinking sbout schools I thought that I would
have to contributed to the family more than ever before beccure a
lot of the issei were losing Jobs and I knew thet my father would not
be able to get another job easily, My PBrother continued to work at
the Japanese laundry as before since the FBI did not eloso 1t up
like they closed a lot of the other Japane:e businesses,

"It was during this time that I got into a lot of trouble on
account of a false rumor, Junichi Nakashima sent a report to the
Nichfbei and he said that I got marriecd. A lot of the nisel were
getting married then and Junic i didn't even check up with me to
find 1f I hed really gotten married or not, It was put right in the
English section and my mother rea'ly got surprised. ©he thought
that I had secretly.married and she did not approve of this, Ehe
got very upset and there were a lot of scenes, It was so embarrass-
ing, Golly, you'kﬂow how gosslp spreads around among the Japanese.
The boy's parents were pretty excited too and they sent a lot of
letters up to their son to find out whet 1t wss all about, It was

pretty embarrassing for him too., 7There was never any plans of
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marriage, I only knew the boy for a short time and we were just
friends, My mother was so upset that she demanded the newspaper to
make retraction and this was done., Junichl was very sorry for all
the trouble he caused, I wasn't mad at him but at that tie I did
not think he did the wise thing., The boy's parents still did not
believe it so that they made him come home from college right away.
Even after I went to camp, it was embarrassing because a lot of
people thought I was married,

"When the first evaouation notices came for certain areas, like
vallejo and around the waterfront of San Francisco, our family dis-
cussed a little bit about voluntary evacuastion. Ve thought that
aybe we could go to Colorado because we had been there before and
my father knew a few people there, We did not have 'ny plans really
and we couldn't go anyway bedause we did not have enough money,
Finally we figured that things were too unsettled anyway and there
was no sure job in Colaorado for any of us. Ve decided thet it would
be imprectical to go up there and none of us had a job, That is why
we dropped this plan,

"When the rumors about the resl evacuation of all the Japanese
started, I decided to quit work 4n spite of the faet that Mr, Rowell
said that it wouldn't happen to the nisei., He was all for demooracy
and he thought thet it was pretty unjust to move american citizens
away from their hoges, I quit anyway because I just did not feel
like working sny more, I thousht th:t the evscuation would come
proetty fast, I volunteered to help the Berkeley JiCL register their

members since their office was right down the street from my house,

It was better than sitting around my house all day not doing cnything

The Berkeley JACL told all of the Japanese to register with them

because then they would be clared with the Berkeley police department,
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The JACL gave out a card and they said that all of the Japanese who
registered like this with them would have no suspicion upon them at
all, They thought that the nicei and even the issei would be allowed
to come back right awey and this card would g&lear them with the FEI.
They took our finger prints and even a picture of us., That is why
everybody reglstered withe the J CL, They charBed 50 cents for the
picture and “he identification card. The J.CL also passed out mimeo=-
graphed bulletins to tell about the latest evecuation news and every-
body read that. They also helped some of the people to pack.

"I just took the evrocuation in a calm way., I was conditioned to
it by the time it finally came, I was conditioned to this fact bee
cause of all the rumors that went around and because we had to wait
for such a long time in suspense so that 1t was not such a geat
shoek when the day for moving finelly did come, I didn't think eva=-
cuation was right, but I wasn't angry or emotionally upset. I didn't
fedl that it was such a orime either because I knew that the govern=
ment must have had a reason for doing it. Many of the Japanese saild
‘that it was for their own protection so that they should cooperate,

I guess I was just fatalistic about everything like I usually am,

"fhen everybody started to get ready for the evacuation, I got
inte contact more wiﬂh,;he Japanese community then ever before., I
met a lot of people because I helped the JACL register them, e all

felt closer because we all had the same things happening to us so

that 1s why 1t was easier to meet a lot of other nisei, It was easy

to talk about the evacuation bedause that was the tople everybody was
talking about in those days.,

"My family did not have too much to do in order to prepare for
the evaguation, My father was quite fond of gardening and he had

some valuable plants that he had to dispose of, Ile decidcrd to give




them all away to Cauensicn friends, The army had already taken over
our short wave radio, but our next door neighbor kept our gun for us.
We were quite friendly with the next door man because he was a gar-
dener too and he used to taik to dad about plants a lot over the
back fenese. Ve sold all of our furniture because it was pretty old.
The washing machine, a couple of good beds and some other household
goods were stores with the government, My father sold our refriger=-
ator, The whole thing was not very complicated at all, Ve never did
have too much stuff because we had moved around the countr;y a lot and
76 had not accumulated a lot of things., We did not have any life
insurance policy or property to take care of. Our house was rented
and we just moved out, Ve left a small bank sccount in the Berkeley
batk because we did not think we would be able to use money in camp.

"I had no conceptlion of what camp life would ba like, I wishad
that evaou tion would hurry up and come because I could not stand
the waiting period, It was such an awful suspense and I worried
about when it would ever come, After we got thru with all of the
packing, I started to make some clothes for myself in order to
occupy my time. There were a couple of girls I was friendly with so
I visited them quite frequently. Some of the college nisel came over
to visit me ocoasionally, but most of them had alweagy left for their
home and there were only a few sround, Therc was a big ferewell
party at a Chinese chop suey place and about 15 nisei attended, Ve
didn't talk too much about what was poing to happen because we did
not know, I wasn't too close to that group anyway because I still
did not have any intimate friends yet.

"During all this time, I diﬁn't even think of the future at all,
I was quite apathetic about everything, except that I vas anxious for

the evacuation to coge. 7The waliing period was the greatest strain
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and I did not like it. That is why I went on ahead to Topag later

on in an advance group, <hat is why I also was one of the first to

resettle, And that 1s why I came out here after that, I didn't

know what 1t was that made me want to go ahead all the time., I
didn't have any definite plans or any particular ploce to go to. It
wag jJust that I got o impatient and restless and I have been that
way ever since.

"I felt that I was being pushed in more with the Japanese but I
did not feel this acutely, I can't remember if I was bitter though
I think I was in some ways resentful, I was still loyval to Americs
because I felt we owed our education to this country and there was no
question about it, I alcso felt sypathetic towards the Japanese come
munity because they were being uprooted, I realized that a lot of
them had spent thelr whole lives building up what they h:d and all
of this was su denly swg@pt away.

"I wae still had a lot of ideals about the Japanese people as a
race, I always thought that they had superior integrity and honesty.
I thouszht of them as being a sort of supreme people apart, I did not
think of them as human like the Caucasisn, The Japanese had never
gotten arrected much because they were law-abiding, I had always
been told that the Japanese were very honest and inielligsent people
here and that they never caused any trouble with the law, I didn't
know the real Japanese people until I went to ecamp, Then I saw all
of the petty Jealousies and the gossip that went around, I realized
for the first time then that the Japanese people were primitive too,
I found out that the Japanese people did not have all the superior
virtues as‘I believed, They had a bed side to them just like other
people, It was a little disillusioning to find that they were not so

exceptionsl, I had heard that they were so honest and thrifty and I




certainly did find out differently. It was all over-rated.

"I thought that the people of Japan were the same way too be=
cause our parents had come from there, I used to feel sorry for
China end I did not think that Japan was doing right, But then, in
the family discussion my dad seid that Japan hed to expand beecause
the Western nations were foreing her to do this by not giving her raw
materiale, He said that.the western nations did not want Japan to
become a farst class nation, I didn't have very many opinions at all
cbout Japan and I was on the fence, I thought that Japan was e powere
ful race and that is why the Japanese people werc respected here.
Otherwlse, the Caucasians would have locked down upon us as lower than
the Filipinos and Negroes and we would have received evén harsher
treatment that what we did,

"In splte of these thoughts I personally did not feel any iden-
tific tion with Japan, I did not wish that my parents had never cone
over here or anything like that, I just took it for granted that I
was a part of this country altho I was a little bewllaered about what
was happening end I had some doubts. It was all too deep for me any-
way so I did not lose any sleep over it.

"On April 29 we finally sterted tb go to Tanforan., Ye met up by
the church and it was a dfriz:ling day that morning., There wase a lot
of people ell crowded around the church and everybody was sort of
excited, The issel were all pretty quiet though and they had to keep
the little children from getting separated, I was ourious and I felt
that 1t was all =so strange that I could not have any definite reaction
at alls It was Just like goin- on a long trip, There were scldiers
all around the busses and the ohﬁrch but they treated us with respect,
The church people were very kind end they gave us something warm to

eat before we boarded the Greyhound busses which were lined up sutside,
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They also gave us luhches to eat on the way down, Everybody was kind
to us and it was so sad, Not many of the Japanesc eried tho, Cone
Caucasian friends came down in spite of the rain to see their Japan-
ece friends off and thot waes rather touching. I couldn't understand
who it was thet hated us so mueh because all of the Uauoasian‘peoplc
and even the soldiers were kind to us and they never called us *Japs®
or blamed us for the war, I didn't have too much time to thi.nk of
these things because it was all over protty fast,

"The busses only took about half hour to take us to Tanforan,

It was quite a novelty because I had never seen this racetrack before.

It was not too hard for me to slip away from the past because I was
used to moving around to different places anyways It was a little
disappointing that we did not have a longer trip after sll that suse
pense and waiting, I don't think I realized how serious the evacua=
tion was and how wrong it was for us to be moved that way. I felt
more inconvenienced by being asked to leave Berkeley.,

"It was miserable when I got to Tanforan in the bus., There were
a lot of people stnnding around the srandstends to stere at the nev-
comerss A lot of the nisei boys were running around to help with the
baggage. My first violent reaction was at the mess hall where I ate
my first meal, The food was terrible and all of the people kept
pushins in the line like gre-dy pigs. This was the first ti e that
I felt acutely sorry for myself and I wanted to know how such things
could happen, This was a worst reaction than going into the camp
that firet day, It was pouring all day long and that was our gajor
concern, Ve had to get out boggase and it was all soaking, The mud
was ell around the place and there were no roads built yet. Ve were
in one of the new barracks so that we did not get so muddy. However,

we had to walk thru some puddles in order to get to 1it,"
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Following are a few exceppts of letters which Yuri sent @uring
?ﬁe initial period at Tanforan and it reflects some of her impresse
lons which indiecate more a feeling of novelty rather than bitterness.
Excerpts from letters coming out of Tanforan, None of

them have dates,

"Pime maréhes inennably forward, and even the most seem=
ingly distant date comes to pass sooner or later., 4ind so it is
that we rind ourselves here in ecamp experiencing the reclity of
it after many weeks of speculation over it, How is 1t 1ike?
Well, at first it seemed almost unbearable, L& we came on the
worst possible of days, in dismal pouring rein, Our first
contact with cemp life was anything Lut encouragzins. We got
off the buses and registered, then we were led through the
downpour toc an apartment consisting of a single large room,
Very likely you are ocoupying & similar domielle sc I won't go

into detailes about 1teesee”

"It wac with pleasure thet I received your kind letter,
I do hope that you have been well durings the interval thaet has
elapsed since,

rikthou h there is much speculation and all sorts of
rumors flying around, we have not as yet received definite word
as to where or when we shall go from here., NHowever, since most
of the other assenbly centers have been or are being relocated,
RO doudbt our turn will come before longe

"In the meentime life goes on much the same as beiore.

After the first days of getting adjusted, livin: here has

settled for the most of us into.the matter of routine that

living long encugh in any one place inevitably becoges,
P

"I am working, as my father may huve mentioned, as clerk
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in one of the offices here., The work we are engaged in has to
do with a WCCA project and consists of making & master file for
all the evecuntion centers. TFor every individual registered we
make cut a card end file it eway so that any information about
him oan be readily found., The work is extremely interesting,
and es there are ébm;t & hundred and twenty people employed on
the same project, my circle of acquaintances hes widened cone
siderably,

"Last Sunday there was a little ceremony here to celebrate
the completion of a lake which had been under construction by
some of our ecivic-minded men ever eince their iirst days here.
The band played and the usuel speeches were made, Then the
bridge wae officially opened by o little band of white~haired
men over seventy, who received the privilese of walking over it

before anyone else,

"This lake was the outstanding improvement that the

Japunese here have made here at Tanforan, VWhen we first arrived
the side of the lake was only dn unattractive, dtied=-up hole

in the ground. The men bullt up its sides, planted trees, made-
a pieturesque arbor, end as the cpowning echievement, built «
marvelous bridge (the one previously mentioned) out of logs in
'neither imerican nor Japenese but in typical Tanforan stylet,
Itwas then filled with water, and the end result wes a transe

Tormation which seemed to be little short of a miraclesess”

"With no regular work for the men and simplified house-
keeping for the women, the people here dare finding time hanging
rather heavy on their hands. 4s a result keeping themeelves

occoupied has become a major problem with them, All sorts of




(3%)

adult reoreantional and educational programs have been put into
effeot, such as art, music, and English oclasses, to combat the
boredomns Some of the more civiceminded men have been working on
the construction of a little lake here, the celebration for the

completion of which, incidentzlly, was held last Sundayeces”

"Last night a new type of entertainment was introduced to
the residents in the shape of a sports rally. It wae held in
the huge grandstend of which only e part wes used, It was in
place of the usual Thursdey night talent show, a type of gathers

2g social ke hithertc untried was introduced, "o went about
7:00 thinking we would be carly only to find the greater part
of the stand already filled, 48 we approached we could hear the
excited sounds and it was a‘gay and carcfree sense that cone
fronted our eyes as we approached the scene, 4 holiday general
epirit pervaded the atmosphere, The crowd was composed mostly
of teensters and younger c¢hildren snd a genersl atmospherc of
youlh pervaded the scene, All the various Rec centers had been
assigned seotions with seats recerved so thet they cculd give
individual Ree ocentor yells, 4 spirit of good-natured rivalry

de the different try to outdrown cne ancther, Gey banners
floated cround,
The evening was & rather cool one and although the view

wes olear a line of thin nist elreedy hovered over the tops of

the mountains, The view from the granistand here is marvelous

espoeclally vwhen the day is clear and the cclors are bright aend

intense, 4t sunset when the light, fluff wiite clouds are turned
to a delicate pink like candy floes that you buy at caraivals
made of sun glass the scene is unforgettably lovely, The moune

tain that rise sharply abovoeses"




"We got to work on the barrecks right away and my dad made some
furniture with my brother, It wasn't too much furniture, only some
chairs and a small table, My dad made a room in one of the corners
of the barrocks for a separate room for me, There was so little
privacy in camp that I really felt that I had something speecial, My
father immedliately started to plant a garden and his Canucasian
friend Lrought some plents down for him, My mother passed the time
by putting up curtains and other little i provements about the
house.

"At that time only the main mess hall under the grandstand was
open, The mess hall in our area was opening up so they came to ask
me to volunteer to work as a waitress in that mess hall, I did this
for about a month, These smaller mess halls were nmuch better because
the people did not have to wait in line so‘long and the food was not
80 sloppye A4All I did was to bring food to the various tables. It
wasn't very hard worke, In June I heard that the "CCA was going to
have a Master File division and they wanted 100 girls to write all
of the names of the evoucusted Jaupanese on separate cards. I applied
for this Jjob and I was accepted. Ve had a large room in the grand-
stand and the work was pretty easys Once the Master File group gave

party and a hundred boys were invited to it, The work got pretty
routine and I Began to get a little restless,

"I decided that if I was going to work in camp, I would be a
secretary, I volunteered for the camp newspaper also but I was
turned down politely but firmly., At that time the newspaper was
Just gzetting started and they did not have very many nisei on the
ppyroll, After that I began to éet very ambitious so I studied

shorthand every night by myself, I did not go in for any of t ose

adult education clausses and I did not attend any f the forums which




were civen,

"My reareational life at Tanforan was very limited, I only
went to one or two of the camp dances and to one concert, They had
a lot of dances in camp but I didn't have anybody to take e, I
didn't know very many people in camp anywayd I Joined the Bridge
Club and I had been a bridge fiend ever since, Later on, in Topaz
I played bridge almost every night, I did noét have much other re-

creational life in Tenforen, I didn't do any reading =t all., Ve

had brought a radio with us but I never listened to it. I went to

the movies occasionally but not to every one, I got into a girl's
cludb of our distriet which was called The fnake Charmers and I w:s
the secretary for that group. It never did et very active,

"I also took up knitting and we had a small elub for that,
After a short time the intere-t dropped offs I did not go in for
mich else besides thet, I was still anti-sooclsl by nature, I diin't
have & speecial boyiriend at all, It's funny because it was such a
marvelous opportunity to meet a lot of boys and I muffed it because
of my shyness, All of the other_girls vho went there got attached
to a Boy friend. There were so many boys living in our district but
I didn't know them and I didn't have a chance to meet very nany, I
guess I was a little too timidabout it,

"l 414 meke quite a few ocasual friends in my bloeck, but I was
not in any special group. I just dipped into a lot of eircles. I
did not take interest in any of the camp elections and I did not vote
at all, Everybody in camp got all excited about the camp elections
but I ocould not see why they were so enthusiastic.

"I didn't go# to church recularly but I went to the Catholic
church once and to the Seventh Day Adwentists chumch twice, I went

to the Christian church a few times and a couple of times to the
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Buddhist church, I wanted to try them all out. It was Just my
nature. I guess I am made not %o stick to any one thing or in any-
things 1 Just tag ed along with {riends because there was nothing
else to do. I wasn't wery interested in the church itself,

"Since I was living in such a orowded camp, it was casy to lose
myself in the camp lifes I didn't know anything about the adminise
tration., I guess I did not have the ususl reactions towards the
administration or the eamp, I didn't even feel anything - bout the
barbhed wire fences around us and I had no association with the sol-
diers at all. I was pretty well in the routine of Tanforan life and
I didn't think about these things, I doq;t know if I liked it or
note I suppose I liked it because life went on and it was not diff-
erent from anything else, I was used to living among Japanese anye
way. I didn't know or hear much about the outside and I did not
care at all, I suppose I thought that we would be in camp permanct-
lys I did not like that so much and I felt that perhaps I should get

out.

"I applied to 2o to a domestic job in Minmesota while I was

8till in Tanforan but my parents would not let me go, My parents :ﬁ}[’ﬂw

said it was not safe for a girl to go outside alone in such a time
as that;} I don't really know why I wanted to go outs, I guess I
wanted a change by then, This was in August, 1942, ‘I alweys liked
to be adventurous and to change around because you get stagnant if
you stay in one plage too long.

"I d1d not have any political feelings at all., Really, I did
not think muoch about the war or waste any sleep over it, I felt
that it did not concern me too much anywsys I didn't know a thing
about what was going on in the war, I stlll don't read the news-

papers at all, It just did not interest nme.
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| "I had no idea of what my future would be like, I head talk

A=
about the student relocation so I thought perhaps I would get a
chance to go to collece, I never dreamed that I would get such a
chance after eveacuation., I applied for student relocation and I got

]

my credentials ready but nothing ever happenedii

"sbout the end of sugust, they asked for an advance crew to go
to the relocation center so I signed up as an office worker. They
asked 10 girls to volunteer Irom the Master Filés and I was one of
those picked since I was amons; the older ones, Most of the girls
who said that they would go backed out because their parents would
not let them, I wanted to venture into the unknown and I did not
get scared off even tho I did not know where we were going.

"I got to Topaz in the early part of Septenber and the camp was
not finished yet. Topaz was okay and I enjoyed 1t thoroly altho I
did not like all of those dust storms which we had, It was just
bout the same as Tanforan, but it waﬁ colder., It was freezing at

tiges and it even snowed, When the rest of my family came from

Tanforan, we got a barrack all together, I was workingz in the office

erew as a clerk but I forget the work that I did there.

"In early COectober, the internal security department asked for a
secretary., I felt that I had brushed wn my shorthand ecmeught to
qualify for the job so I applied and much to my surprise I was glven
a trial, It was very interesting work., The internal decurity de-
partment did not have much of a part in camp life, The wardens were
mostly kibei and older people, All they did was to patrol around.
Once in a while they would catch somebody gambling or h:ving a wild
affair., Nothing shocked me very much.

"By thils time, I was broad minded about the Japanese and I was

no longer disillusioned, TVhen #ke- I saw the side® ol them I had not
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seen before evacuation., I just figured that they were human beings
like any other people., I was not cra y about the Japanese but they
never bothered me., After all, I was one of them too.

"There were many different types of nisei in camp, Most of them
were too easy going and quite contented with their lot, They did not
have toc much stride and ambitious, Thelir interests were mostly in
comie¢ books, movies, the opposite sex, social 1life and livin- from
day to day. As a rule, the nisei did not think much of the future.
They were mostly fatalists like me, The niseil who were in college
before evacuation were n little different, They were more ambitious
and thinking of what they were going to do after the war, This was
not a very large group. 7They were more community minded and their
interests were broader,

"I don't know much :bout the issei at all because I did not
associate with them, They were nice to me when I met them occa-
glonally, btut I did not become familiar with them, I don't know anye
thing much about the kibel either. On the surface, the kibei were
nice enough. I used to see them around the internal security office
and I never heard them saying pro-Japan things altho they probably
felt that way,

"I wasn't intereated in politicel 1deas anyway and I wa: not

aware of the war, Lven now it is the same way. I wasn't even

affected by the other camp riots and I didn't feel anythinc, I did

think that 1t would ¢reate a bad impression of the Japanese and I
wished that all of the people in camp got along better, That is the
same way I feel about the Tule Lake riot which happened a few days
ago®, I know that it will not create a favorable reaction for us to
the Americans, The Tule Lake Japanese were more bitter towards

America and they resented the injustices, Most of the rest of us
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resented $he-injdnstiees took things more fatalistically. The Tule
Japeanese and those involved in other camp riots were more radical,
I guess most Americans expect us to feel bitter. I think that they
are surprised when we wrpen't, The principles of demooracy are in-
sed in them and they would be bitter if their civil liberties were
taken away {rom them, <Then they turn right sround and point out that
evacuation was a matter of military necessits. Maybe, they Just
pretend to be sympathetic when they ar talking to us but we are
nev¥er wholly accepted by them, It's just like out here. The average
nisel want immediate fun and they heve to get together, They know
that the Caucasians won't accept them so easily. They are not cone-
cerned with the political issues at all, That is why so many of the
nisel arec starting to go back to “elt Lake City so that they can
find their Japanese f{riends there and have a lot of fun, They don't
have any fun out here because there are not many gances and other
sociel affairs. Anyway, in Topac I went to chureh oceccasionally and
I tried tc fit into the camp life, I didn't go to the dances at
all, They didn't have as much social life in Topaz as at Tanforan,
I wasn't a member of any club and I did not associate with any
special groups, I did not miss it too much because I was out of
those things anyway.,

"I played bridge almost every night but it ﬁas mostly with
married couples and older nisei, Cometimes the studeni nisel would
come and play also., ' I had no Boy friend while I was there either,

I suppose 1 wanted one, but I did not neet any I likes I went to

the movies in our block and I attended a elass in psychology which

the ¢dult education department offéred. I was interested in psycho=-

logy beoecause I felt I ocould 1 arn more about people and how they

aoted if I studied it, I was not trying to get at their inner motives




to find out what was wrong with me or anything like that. I just
thought that it would be interesting to dissect them all, The nisei
do have a lot of things wrong with them, don't they?

"I also signed up for a pattern drefting course because I was
interested in dress making, That about completes my total recrea-
tional and educational life at Topaz, I was not interested in camp
polities at all, Some of the nisei and icsei got pretty exeited
about it but I guess that was because they wanted to be the boss,
Politles never interested she girls in camp very much because they
nexer thought about these things., Politics is more for men anyway,

"I didn't do anything further about the student relocation
council, That was because I really was not definite as to what I
wanted to do. I still am not definite, I Just can't make up my
mind what 1s the best thing, I thought about it eqaite a bit, but
I didn't have any intimate friends to talk it over with in comp,

"I made far less friends at Topaz than at Tanforan because |
did not go out very much, After I was there a few months I began to
et extremely restless and I wanted to be on the go once more, Maybe

that 1s because I am restless all the time in my sub-conscious mind,

It was more the thought of being restricted than the actual confine- '

ment of camp which bothered me, I liked the people of the "Ri ad-
ministration that I knew and I thought th t they were trying to help
the Japanese., The only trouble was that they did not understand the
Japanese too well altho they tried to., I wasn't too intere-ted in
the administration because I did qot know them intimately. I just
felt thot the camp life would g0 on even 1f the people were dissa-
tisfied at time, I like the Japanese I knew but I was indifferent

to the rest of the camp,




"A girl like me does not get to see too much of the worst nature
of the people, There were =many times thuot the cormunity were right
in making protest because camp life is not %oo good anyvay. However,
I like the Japanese well enough and I felt that I was part of the
people, The thing which caused me the greatest boredom and resent- |
ment was the monotony of the camp, I did about the same thing day !
after day and I needed a change.

"In December, 1942 I applied for a domestic jobs, I felt that
it was time for me to get out of camp. The reason I decided to get a
Job was that I thought I could make money to go to school on luter,

I wish in a way that I had stayed longer in camp because I left before
all of the excitement started. It was very dull while I was there,
altho I enjoyed it enough in many way.

"One day I was looking at the “al® Lake Newspaper and I saw an
advertisement for a dome:tic worker., It looked good to me so I de-
cided this was my chance, So I wrote to the employer. I really
didn't think that I would have a chance but I wrote anyway. Gee, I
don't know whow it happened., It was miraculous because I was accepted
for the job, It paid {75 a month and room and board and the employer
told me to come right away without knowing hardly a ything about me,
That was about the highest wages they pald in Salt Lake for domestic
workers and I didn't expepgt to get that much, In San Franei co, I

could only get $50 a month,

["The employer wanted me to come immedistely and I told them that

I did not have a clearance, They were pretty important people so
that they used their influence to.get me out without all of the red
tapes, Now, I don't know if I was fortunate or not, I only kiow that
I got out of camp earlier., The employer had an Army contract so that

they used their influence to get my release and they vouched for my
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loyalty.| Do you think that was luciy?
"I accepted the job right away. 7This was in January and I was
one of the first nisel to get an indefinite leave altho there were

many others walting to go to Salt Lake. They were not able to get a

clearance because they did not have a definite job offer. [; went to

SaltLake City because it was & the nearest large city I could go to,

I wanted to get into a city after staying in camp so long._f Nobody
was going to Chicago at that time as it was the great unknown, It

was natural that I went to Selt Lake City as many nisei went there on
furloughs and they came back to camp and told everybody nbout what the
eity was like, That is why 1t was not so strance for me when I got
there, Most of the nisel from Topaz were going to Salt Lake City and
very few of them went east, The government did not give any money for
transportation then and it cost too much, After I left camp, many
Japanese started to go to Chicago., They wrote back to their friends
and then the movement begmn to be for Chicagos Now, the nisei are
starting to go to New York a lot and I think my next destinstion will
be there,

"Another reason why I went to ‘falt Lake City was that it was
cheaper to go there and I did not have too much money., I took the
domestic Job as that was the best way to get out of camp and the {75
a month wage was really highs It was much more than I had ever made
before, I did not think that I could get an&uther kind of job be~
caure I did not have enough expewicnce., The domestie work offered a
good chance for me to save some money up for school. I didn't have
any idea of what school I could ro to altho I had heard that the
University of Utah was closed to the nisei,

“Nj parents did not like the idea of my leaving so suddenly as

they were not used to 1it. I mean they did not expect it to come so
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soon, but they let me go, Dbefore the war, they had been used to

having me go away from home as I had done it to go to school and to
work, It didn't make any difference to me whether I would not see

them for a long time or not., I didn't even think about that. Vhen a
person is used to belng .way from the family for a long time, it was
not so oruel., Besides, I would only have wasted time in camp as there
was nothing in there for me te do,.

"I went to Salt Lake City by train in late January, 1043, My
employer, Mr. Hughes, met me .t the station and he was very kind, The
first thing abdut the ecity that impressed me was the white snow all
over the streets, but later on I did not like being in calt Lake very
muehs I suppose 1t was befause I sort of resented my job as I was
really not doing what I wanted to do. There were five people in the
family that I worked in and the job was very hard for me. The hours
vere quite long and I was dead tired by the time I had finished at
night, The worst thing was that I felt just as much restricted in
that domestie job as I had felt 12 camp. The work was too hard phy =
sieally and I eould not keep it up.

"I stayed in that domestie job ?or four months because I felt
obligated since Mr, Hughes had gone to a lot of trouble to get me out

of canp, I also wanted to save some money from that job as my finan-

ces were pretty low, I wish I did not have such a feeling of moral

obligation. A lot of the nisei girls I heard of Just quit their job
after one week and I might just as well have done that ﬂjSolr. May be
I am not brave enough,

"Being confined and tied to the job began to get on my nerves and
I didn't like it at all., I didn't-get a chance to go out very much
for soeclal contacts even tho “nlt Lake City was full of nisei, After

four months I definitely made up my mind to quit and I gave the family




my notice. I had been going to a

to piek up on some more shorthand
social life at all./_ﬂfter I quit

for two weeks in order to go to n

night school for a couple of months
and that is why I did not have a
the domestic Job, I took time out

business school and really brush up.

I wented an office Jjob and that is why I went to the trouble of brush-

ing up on my shorthand, I didn't

for me,

think housework was the kind of job

I heard of & lot of nisei girls getting office jobs in Salt

Lake City so I knew that I could gt one too.  During the two weeks I

went to the business school, I lived with two other nisei girls in a

Japanece home, We rented a large
that 1t was not too expensive for

"In April I went to the J.CL
an office Job for me, They found
and they sent me out to a company
at the American Tungsten Co, as a
girl

month, I was the on}ky niseil

room and we also cooked there so

me.,

office and I asked i1f they could get
one rether casily alter a few days
to applys In May I started to work
seoretary, I started out at {100 a

in the whole company. I onl’ worked

there for one month and then I suddenly decided to go to the Vogue

Sechool in Ch#ecago. I had

here,

Just started to have fun too when I came out

"I had been thinking of going to a designing sohool for quite a

while but there was not a

good school in Ealt Lake City,

I had been

Vasilating between designing school and college for guite a while in

camp and I declided that designing

it would prepare me for something

City I had sent for a lot of catagos to Tind out what was

school,

Vogue School in Chicago was well known, I

I would "ave gone to New York but it was too far for me,

‘a8 better for a profession since
definite, Aftor I went to Salt Lake
the best

The

sent a letter to them and

they accepted me right away so I made up my mind to come out here,

There was no use in staying in Salt Lake City anyway.

I always wanted




further east, I wrote to the American Friends Cervice and they said
that I could stay at the hostel, I got to Chicago on June 28 and I
put an Ad in the paper for a domestic Jjob right away. I applied for
a room and board job because I could go to school that way. I was at
the IFriends hostel for about two weeks and Lhey gave me a lot of ad=-
vice, I also started to 70 to the United States Lmployment Cervice
office and they gave me a temporary Job for two weeks, I was to be a
seoretary for a lawyer and I was pald {25 a week, I took the place
of the secretary who was on a vacation., I made out at that job pretty
well, They don't say much to you anrway when you are working only on
a temporary Job,

"I thought that Chicago was a nice, friendly city and I liked it.
I liked the shops downtown and the general city 1lifc, I used to go
down to the loop to look at the elothes in the store windows along
State ©t, because I was interested in designing and I thought I ceould
learn something., Everything was so convenient in Chicago and it was
not hard to find a place when you got on the street car, The imeri-
can lriends Service could not help me too much because I only wanted
a part time job and they were only looking for full time Jjobs for the
nisel who were coming in,

ﬁOn Auge 1 my newspaper 42 wne answered, I got about 25 ¢alls
in ail. That shows how easy it is to Bet a domestic job nowadays.
All the people want domestic workers, The former domestic workers all

went to defense factdries to work, I went out on a few of the ppos-

pects and I finally took the domestic job that paid {40 a month:j !

There were only four people in the family and they said that I could
have every afternoon off to go to Vogue School after I told them that
this was my main purpose. The job was locnted on the north side and

very convenient to the school,
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7 aiso started to attend the Vogue School on Auge le They have

a large tuition and I did not know 1t until I started. I pald $60
down and {25 a month for the tuition. The total tuition is around
400, But the biggect expense was the art supplies that I had to buy,
That ran into many more dollars each month, It was very expensive to
go to that school, I went every afternoon and thot nade it a little
harder because the other students went all day. At that rate it
would have taken me twice as long to {inish the course,
"There were about 20 niseil girls going to that school already,

The school was nice and I didn't mind it too much, but 1t was rather
hard for me to work and to go to school at the same time, I didn't
get to know the other students at all because I had no time for
soclal contacts., |Thet sort of takes the edge off of school. I re-
gretted that very'much but I didn't know what I could do adbout it, I
felt a little differcent from the other students and I wished I could
be like them and attend classes all day longe

P“On top of ell this, my don stie job gog very hard, I Jjust had
too mueh work to do. It wasn't in our agreement at all and I think
I was exploited, My employer expected me to do too much work and I
think that they resented 1t when I rushed off to school, I didn't
think that I should stay there in the alfternoon to complete my work

when I had a class 80 I Just lefts They didn't like that very much,

. I was very worried those days. & lot of things were on my mind, My

finances was running low s¢ I worricd about what to dos, I didn't want
to give up school and I knew that 1t would be too hard if I stayed in
that Jobs I figured that I should stay in school becau-e tha$ was

the main r?ason I had come out hero, but it was a little expensive
and I couldn't sce how I could keep up with 1t, |

"I went to the imericen Friends Service offlice to ask them 1if
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they could et me another part time job, They could not concern
themselves over getting me a half-day job. They said that I could

get one easlily but they don't know how much I worried about 1it.

Finally I went to the United States Employment Service again and they

were very helpful. They found me a part time job at Page and Dixon
Demg Coe It was located in the loope I got 65 cents an hour and ny
hours of work were from 1:30 to 5:30, I was a typist;: My next wor-
r¥ was to find a place to stay. I met Sue at the hostel and she sald
che was looking for a place and she was willing to take me in as a
room-mate but she had a hard time finding a plesce and I could not wait
too long, Finally I was able to find living accommodations thru the
help of the American Friends Service offices On Oct. 5 I quit my
domestic Job to go work as a typist in the afternoon, I did not have
a hard time changing my school hours to the morning.

"The american Friends told me about the Benton Soecial {ettlement
House., I wan pretty desperate in the domestic job and the work was
Just about killing me, I thought of living at the *Y* as this wes the
ideal way to live, Fina!ly the ¥riends found this Benton House pluace
for me so that this worry was solved, I can still go and bunk in
with Sue if I want to do thats I won't do that for a little while
yet because my present pl:ice isn't bad at all and I sort of like the
atmosphere around here,

Eﬁ"The Benton House is a pretty big socisl settl ment house., There
is a gymnasium over on the other side and a nisel fellow Tom Imei end
his wife are the directors there., They take care of the cetigities
of the children who come here, We also have a branch of the publie
library downstairs., But I haven't been down there to get any books
yvet. The director is very nice to me and all of the people living

here are {r2cndly. There are nbout five other nisei in the house but




I haven't gotten to know them very well yet, I had my own room h-re
and there is a living room where I can see my visitors., 7Te have
admost all of the facilities here and 1t is even better than living
at the 'v', It is something like a large family, but the other
people don't pry into your business and they leave you aione;i

"I get my room and board here and I don't pay anything because I

type for them and take care of the switchboard for three hours during

the evenings, I work from 7 to 10 at night here. /That gave me a

very full day as I went to the Vogue School in the morning and I
worked in the uftﬂrnbon. Then in the emening I would come baek here
to works, I had to go tco three different ploces in one day and that
wee hard because they are not too -lose together, It takes qulitle a
while for me to go dow:town from way out here on the westside;

"T have been here for onver 1 1/2 months now and I like it a lot,
There are cbout 25 people stayinz in the house allogether, It li=s
near the stockyards but the smell coming from there doesn't bother
me too much, It is only strong on the day the wind blows our way.

. The people in the house are most sympathetic and they always want to
help, In spite of that, the relationship bemains impersonal and I can
lead my own life without getting imposed upon, It is much better

than doing domestic work for room and board,

"] was working five nights a week here but néw I only do 1t four
nights, I take Wednesday off and slso the week-ends, I think I will
have to pay & little fnr room and board after this but they haven't
said anything to me yet, I did this because I wanted to have one
free night to myself during the week, There are so many thing that
a girl has to get done eand I didn't have tim® to do anything before.

"fhe schedule I was following got too hard for me and I didn't

know what to dos Finally I decided that I had better quit school for
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awhile, Last week I quit the Vogue ©“c¢hool and I haven't decided to

go baek or not, I‘Just haven't been going to classes and I haven't
paid my monthly fee, I don't think I'll go back there now because it
will take me too long to finish, I'm thinking of going to college
now, I have started to ask about the best college to go to, That
won't be for three months yet, {I quit Vosue because I would have
taken years to get thru on the half time basis I was followins. There
was too much work thot they assigned us to do at home, I used to stay
up until midnight after I finished my work at Denton House in order to
do my school work and I was getting grogzy.< I never did cateh up and
I had to stay in on Sundny doing this homework, We had to draw and
design clothes and that Yook a long time, It takes hours to draw the
figure. It took me about two hours for a drawing and they wanted £ ur
done for each assignment,: It got to be too hard on my eyes, I didn't
have any social life at all and it wasn't good for me to live such a

full lirfe eyery day. Every minute of the dey was scheduled and I

could hardly take a time out to draw a deep breath:ErI cen think up a

lot oP alibis, Prbbably I wanted to quit because I wanted to take a
vacation,y It was an impossible life that I was living and I was
getting physically exhau:*zted;! But I guess other people ean do it,
but not me,
nisel

"One of tng/girls I knew at Vogue had an even harder than I did.
And she didn't seem to mind i1t as much as I, She got up at 4:30
every morning for seven days of the weelt, Ohe worked sas a bus girl
until 8 in the morning and then she went to Vogue School, é#sll day
until 5 in the afternoon nnd‘then she would rush back to work as a
bus girl from 6 to 9, ©She is a terrible sight now and she has bags
under her eyes, I don't see how she does 1t, but she has much more

stamina than I have, I think that this is too much of a sacrifice
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for an education, Maybe if I can't take that then I am a weakling,
But, I have no intentions of making myself sick now, I have heard too
much about how easy the Japanese get T.B. and I am eautious. It's
terrible to get T.B. becsuse the other Japanese think that it is the
worst disease you can get.

"I probably won't do snything at all about Vogue as I am thru
with that now, Ilwill probably go to Central &Y' college or to

Loyoda University in February. !y big problem right now is to get

another part time jJob in the morning or afternoon until then.' I was

(4
thinking of trying to get a job at the Univeorsity of Chiocago in the

Japunese lenguage school there but I haven't got enough education for
thats I would like to be an office worker there but ther only pay

S0 cents an hour.!}”uyhﬁ I can get a full time Jjob until Februery but
I am afrald that the employer will not like it £ I quit after three
monthss, Too many nisei quit their Jobs after working only a short
time and I don't want to get a bad reputation, [i could work all day
at Page and Dixon but I would only get =bout {100 a month, It is
better for me to work only half a day and get 60 a month there, I
dadn't know what I will do yet ebout jobs but I am pretty sure about

starting college next semester, |

l?But then, I may move to some other e¢ity altho I don't know, It
all depends on what happens, I may cet the urge very suddenly, I
don't know why bdbut I like to zo from place to plac:y I know I hate
to do all that packing because it's so much trouble.:j

"I want to go to college because I like to be educated, I don't
think that I will ever regret 1t. Maybe I will be too old for the
other students if I start out 1n'ﬁy second year now., UJo you think

that they will hotice it much? 4 lot of older peaple go to college

now so I guess they won't notice me too %uch. Ii-oou&d go to work full
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time now and forget about college, but I won't get anything out of it
except some small scovings, I think I would get too restless, I know
I would get stagnant and I wouldn't have any more growth, Maybe it is
a foolish idea to go to college nowy I don't know. !Most of the nisel
and other people I have consulted tell me that it is a waste of time,
money and effort for a girl my ege to go to ocvllege now, They point
out that even with a college eduention, I would only cet a menial job,
They say that if I get a job now I would have more chance to work
after the war because when the war i8$ over, the nisei won't have a
chance to get good jobs like now, <Therefore, some nisel tell me that
it is better to make money now and save it for after the war, I don't

know if they are right or not,J

"There are also some people who encourage me to o on to college.
It is only three more years and I don't think I will be too old .then,
Going to coliege 1s a way of living and I like it because there seems
to be more purpose to life. I will just take a general course and
decide later on what I should speclalize upon, I will keep up my
short hand at the same time because it will always be useful in case
I need a job as secretary, I would continue some designing in college
but they do not give these ocourses.

[ﬁI don't mind doing office work too much but after the war, the
Japanese girls may not be able to get office jobs at all even tho
they can get them nowe It is had to say whether I would have any
less chunce of getting a job if I went to college now instead of

wo I‘ki e

"Iy hopes for the future are tornzl There is something else that

is on my mind, I want to help my parents get out of camp and I still
want to go to school at the same time, I would like to help my

parents but that would mean that I would have to give up something,
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What do you think I should do? I suppose I have to decide myself one
of these days but I keep putting it off,

"Even if I work full time I couldn't support my family by myself
anyway, It 1is too hard for an issel to get a job out here and my
father is getting too old to work, My brother is in Iowa now and he

ie going to some kind of = mechanical school there so that he can't
i

help out much. |4nother thing is that 1f I brought my parents out here|
I would be aPBsolutely tied down and I would have no freedom at ell,
I wouldn't be able to move around to another place in case I got the
urge. DBut, I would like to get my parents out of camp because thai
is not such a good 1life, At the same time, I want to go to college
just as badly. I gave up college once to do domestic work in order to
help out my family and I don't think I should do it sgain, DBut then,
this is a different condition than before. I can't accomplish both,
ecan I?,l

"Then again, a college education doesn't help out much in a
material way. I have thought of socianl work too, but I wouldn't like
to do the kind of social work that the director of Benton House does.
I don't want that much power over peoples, In camp I could have done
sooial work if I had some training, I think it would be interesting
worke That's about all I thought of it, I don't expect that there
would be much finanecial return in soeial work, 4t takes 5 years to
get all that training for socicl work and I don't know if I could do

it for that long,.

{{“I'm all mixed up about ewerything, I suppose. I am not sure as

to what my talents are and that is why I can't make any definite
choice now, Ten years from now will tell the story I suppose, I ha e
to decide some time but I don't know When that will be, I know that

I am not satisfled with my pseent condition because I am not at ease
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and there are many worries which mix me up and make me dissatisfied.
I oan't say for sure what my next step will bedsltho I am reasonably
sure that I will start codlege. Beyond that, I don't know whaty I
suppose that after the war, I will just go on as before. I have no
intentions of going beck to California, VWhy should I? I have nothing
to hold me there and I have absolutely no sentimental ressons to go
back at ﬂll;; Berkeley is not my real home town and I don't PBee nos-
talglc about it, I don't feel that way about any place I've lived.
Hﬁ“hmt I will have to do 1s to go any place where the opportunity

o
is the best even if it 1s In South america, Europe or Japan, I just

start moving when the citustion gets too hot for me, I get bored and

I need variety, I guess I am just an escapist altho I think that 1t
is my adventurous spirit that makes me want to go on to the next p 108 |
"I haven't given marriage too much thought becsuse that is not
entirely up to me, I feel that marriage will meke me lead an ordi=
nary, average housewife and I don't want tc turn out to be a house-
mald only., I suppose that this will be my ultimate fate but I will
try to avold it for o while-=at least until I get more satisfaction
out of following my personal interests, Marriacze will be the way it
will turn out for me one of these dayss It haprens to most girls but
now there is not that desire to hage this sort of thing and I don't
want it yet., People think that L am crazy and that I will get to be
an old maid but I am only 27 now and there are - lot of nisel girls
older than I am who are not married,

"Marriaege in itself is not an easy thing and it is something that
I don't want to dash 11to without considering, I dash i7to other

.

things but not marriage, My parents had a hard marrisge and I want to
be sure that I don't have the same thing happening to me, There are

ties when I desire marriage, but I also realize that it cen be diffi-
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cult. Wheh all of the nisei I know get married, I feel that maybe I
should too, But also, I see so much of that dlisbontent and I know
that marriage is not a bed of roses, The biological urge is active
more in men than in women, A woman Just doesn't feel it the same way
as man, Maybe that is because I am under-sexed, If I do fall in
love, I will forget sbout everything elss and gt married ricsht away.
But you know, I don't have the opportunity to meet %ellous too mach
now, that 1s why I am inclined to be eynic:l about love, Meybe I
will feel a little differently after a while, I realize that a happy
marriage is good too, but I don't know if that is golng to happen to
me., Somebody told me thot one persenm marriage out of six ends in
failure and I migzht be the unlucky one, It seems that the worst thing
sort of follow me,

"I wouldn't think of having an affaeir and living with a man withe
out the benefit of clergy. I ruess I have had moral training against
it for myself, but I wouldn't care iif my friends did its & girl can
live with a man out here and nobody would know anything - bout it, But
then, it becomes a purely physicel affalir and it 1s only for a tempo=-
rary moment, The man wouldn't respect you after that very much, I
suppose that it 1s all right if you have to give in to these urges
but I wouldn't do it, It's not the way to live at all, Therec are a
lot of nisei girl who don't give » darn about conventions now, but
most nisei girls don't give in because there is too much gossip going
around, I feel sorry for those girls who get pregnant and who are
not married, I wouldn't know what to do 1f th t ever happend to me,

That is the hottest spot a girl oan ever get into and that is why I

would never contemplute stepping over the lines

"I feel that there aree other socisl sd justments which are more

normals I haven't had much soeilal activity up to now as I was too
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busy. I played bridce last “unday with some boys who came over, but
I haven't gone out on any dates since I've been here, I don't miss
it too much becauss I am busy all the time, Girls have so many things

8o, We have to take time to sew, write letters, wash clothes, fix

our hair andiron, That doesn't leavemuch spare time after you do

those things,

"I feel sorry for the nisel fellow who miss the socizl life they
had before becausc there is so little of it here for them, I don't
know whether they should have big dences or not, I% may esuse some
trouble and it may be all rights At the Vomue SBohool, the nisei
glrle put on an all-nisel dance when I was there, Tﬁcrr were way more
boys who oéﬂe than girls, It was fairly successfil tho, The girls
at Vogue are not going to put on very meny of these danecs but they
will have them once in a whiles One good thing about having nisel
dances is that it is a good way to meet people, espeeiaslly if you are
looking for a prospective mante, But the n 1 usually go in cliques
so maybe they should not have these big nisei affairs, It is pretty
hard to get into a nisei elique, 4s Tor myself, I don't c-re as I
don't have juoh interest in dances, I would like to go to a party
onee in a while tho,

"It is tough for most of us to be thrown completely in an Ameri-
can society, but I suppose it is better in the long run. I guess the
nisel will congregate in spots, Maybe it is inevitable, But I don't
believe 1n having those Japanese towns like before. But I do feel
that 1t i1s "ard on the nisel now becouse we ore so different and we
ar: not easily assimilésble, I think that in moet of the nisei ninds
they want to be integranted, Lut'in actunlity, it seems almost ime
possible, The Japanese feel sort of shy and they drew back in their

assoelations, Like at the Vogue dancep-ther: wos one imerican couple




who came and none of the niseil would dance with them, Iverything was
frozen until the Ametican couple left,

"I think that the government should only get the nisei jobs and
not eencourage them to congregate, Those dances would only draw the
rowdy nisei boys anywasy and this will create a bad impression, It
mekes them too eonsplcuous and people will think thot all of the nisel
are like then,

"T know of some nisei vho are coing.back to Salt Lake City. I
know of some who have already left, They told me before I left Calt
Lake City not to come to Chiocago because it was not a good place,

They sald that my purse would be snatched avay at the rallroad sta=
tion. They also told me that it was too dangerous to walk by myself
in the strects They thought that a niseil would not have a good time
out here, I got the impression thot Chieago was an unecivilized city
and I was surprised when I got here to find that the houses were Jjust
like those back west and that the people did not act any differently.
I think that the nisei don't like Chicago because they have heard so
many rumors that you can't have a good time here, This depends upon
the individual tho, doesn't it?

"Altho we have a library here I don't do much reading, It is all
I can do to keep my shoes polished and my faoce powereds I need a lot
of sleep and I can't toke time out for reading. I never read the
newspapers and I don't follow the war at all because I am not much
interested in it and {f I read the papers it will keep me from my
sleeps, I don't even write many letters now because I den't have the
time, "hen I do write, it is usually to my resettled friends in other

cities or to some people in campe * I clso write letters to nisel

soldiers, I only write to one or two C uoasisns but not very often,

I never listen to the radio at all, I don't even go to the shows, I




went to the show twice this week but that is unusual, It was only
because I am no longer going to the Vogue school,

"I am just beginning to relex a little now since my day is not
so full, I like bridge but I only played Sunday for the first time
since caming out and I don't know when I'll ever play again, I am not
interested in sports ot all, To tell the tmmwth, I haven't had any
personal visitors at all, You are the first one to come seem me since
I have been out here., I know quite a few nisel in Chiecago but I
never have time to go see thems It is not to safe for a girl to go
out alone lcte at night, I meef a lot of pedple in the house here
but I have not had time to get to know them real well,

"I don't have any interest in the war now because I have not
read enough to form any opinions yet, I am just like the other
Americans, I guess, I would like to be more politically minded but
I haven't done anythinz about it, I've only cone to church once with
the house people here, I hate to go by myself altho I did do that
once when I was downtown, I don't look upon my immediate future with
any esort of anticipation at all, All I went to do now, is to rest,
I would go to some of the nisel affairs that are coming up £f 1 were
asked but I don't long for it, Another thin is that I don't have the
time, I would only want a little bit of this social life with a small
group of friends, I don't feel snobbish towards the nisel or feel

superior or inferior to them, I feel that you don't have to associate

with the nisei nltho I wouldn't fight ageinst it. I honestly feel

self-sufficient and my biggest problems arc other personal things
like my finaneial affairs, choice of school to go to, and my desire
to bring my Tamily out,
"That 1s why the war does not touch me at all, I think democracy

is the best way of government and I just accept that, Cometinmes I
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feel hopeless about it because it doesn't seem to come out right, I
have no idea of whow the nisei will be affected any more by this war,
I think that the niseil doncese would not be so bad if there were more
nisel fellows in the army. Then the Americans would not think that
the nisel were getting oo many breaks now without fighting for the
WarXs They resent 1t when they see a lot ol nisei on the streets when
their sons are in the service, You can't blame them for that, I've
heard several Caucasian women say that right out in publie,

"I don't think that the nisel are uuiuu enough in the war eifort,
but I really don't know for sure because I don't even reand the FPae
elfic Citizen, Most of the nis-i I know have enough to do in just
keeping themcelves going and to make enouch money to pay the reat,

Not many of the nisel girls are going into the VACs or into the

Nurses Training Corps, I am nol physiecally able to do these thin: s
and I don't have the interest, There is no opportunity in the medical
field for nicsél girls becouse the Japoncse will all be scattered out
after the war and there will ®de still be a lot of prejudice against
hirins nisei nurses for the american hospitals, |

"y generzl goal 1ls to 7o to college, then get married and have

bables, But I may turn out to be single, I don't think I could be

frustrated about that beocause how can you miss a thing 1f you never
hed 1t, | I used to get desperate about boys before but not any more,

I am not afraid to face the future by myself, It won't be anything
unusual beoasuse so #$many nisel girls are single now, 4ll of the nisei
boys are in the Army and a lot of them may et killed, But I suppose
that the best thing for the average nisei girl is to ket mar:ied and
have children,

"I still have a shyness towards meeting people and I get very

embarressed, It 1o because I never have nany contacts with people and
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I am not used to 1t, I like people but sometimes I'm afraid that they
won't accept #wem me, I don't have enouch pofse and I don't know what
to say when I meet them for the first time, I sort of envy the sophe
isticated nisel girl and I wish that I have more command over myself
like them, Conetimes I wish I were a glamorous girl and more extro-
ve:t. I am always caught {lat-footed when I meet a new person., The
blood rushes to my face and I almost stutter because I am so embar-
rassed, Maybe that is because my father was strict with me and we
moved around a lot and never got firm roots any place, I was airaid
of meeting people then beceuse I did not have that confidence, .

—

| "y desire is to be a more heppy person ani I realize that this

is the thing I miss most., I'ul I have come to the point where I can

accept myself and I don't have any self pitys Life is just not meant
to be all roses and smooth, “hen I do get married, my ideal husband
chould be understanding ond kind, I want him to be much smarter than
I am so that he ¢can make all of the decisions, I hate to make de~

cisions by myself becauce it gets me all mixed up and I don't know

. 1f I am doing right or not.\ I hope I oan look forward to some good
o ¥ i |
prospects like this for the future; I don't meen only marriage but in

@ oareer too if that is necessary.,"




The following is the follow-up interview on Yuki (CH-20), taken
from C.K. Disry:

After dinner I started out in the rain to interview Yuki at
Concord House. when I got there the group nad Jjust finished dinner
s0 that I was introduced to some of them., I was quite surprised to
see George Akshoshi (CH~58) there. He said that he Bad Jjust moved
in 1last week as his room-mste got drafted and he did not feel like
living vy himself..e..

I had coffee with some of the people in the House and then I

went up to Yuki's room where we could have privacy. It is a large

building and the occupants are quite comfortable there. <This is the
house where Tom and Tomi lived when they first came out to Chicago.
‘here are now sbout £3 people living there and it seems to be an
interesting group. Yuki h&as a very lar ge room. Her room-mste is

in Connecticut right now visiting her family so that we were not
disturved. Yuki's only complasint with the House was that it did

not have enough heat, but how that summer is coming it wouvld not

be S0 bad.

Yuki is a strange girl. 4after the formal interview, we spent
an hour and & half talking sbout Sex) 4 didn't get out of the
place until abtout midnight. Yuki has an intense interest in sex
right now because her family hss never ment ioned the facts of life
to her. ©She said thet this was a tavbo sw ject in her home and her
mother never explesined what menstruation was., Her brothers were
younger so that Yuki has grown up with some peculiasr ideas., She
feels that if a boy kieses her, pe has other motives so thst she
gets on gusrd right away and she is very suspicious of them. She
thought thet she wses not normal because she sgid that she did not

have the biological urges like other girls. Yet she wants to get




married "becsunse that is normsl and I want to be normsal."

I hsd to tell Yuki 211 about the facts of life in order to
maintain the rapport. My God, she must be 24 and I can't conceive
of any girl her age being that naivel! 7Yuki said that if any boy
made sdvances to her she would think thst he wss a low character
because his mind would be fillwed with dirty thovghts]! I asked her
if she would place & husband in this category and she said that she
did not know., Yuki is so curious about Sex and yet she seems to
have some sort of mental block. I didn't try to chsnge her atti-
tudes any since she places judgment on a moral basis. Phe was
emazed when I told her that a lot of Yisei boys went to houses of
prostitution. ®She thought that they were too "honorable" to ever
do anything like that! <The issei parents must"be stricter than a
coovent to allow their daughters to grow up in such ignorance. She
gaid that 4 wes the "first boy to ever tell her about any of these
things." I think Yuki is frustrsted but she won't ever admit that.
It doesn't seem to be normal to Le so curious about sex at her age.
Either that, or she is certainly naive.

Most of the evening we talked about other things. Yuki still
gseems to be very restless individusl. ©She feels that the only
_thing she can cling to is college attendance as her life does not
heve much meaning otherwise. Ohe is not attending school right now
but she thinks thet she will go back in the #8ll., ©She is majoring
in the ®vocial Sciences vut she does not care for msny of the sub-
jects in it except Lnglish. She does not know what she will do
with her education altho she believes that it will make her life
fuller. I think that in many ways she has developed since that
last time I saw her. ~he #s still the timid type btut she seems to

have a greater degree of self-confidence than she had vefore. I
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think that this is asccountable for by the fset that she has been
living in cooperstive houses ever since coming to Chicago.

Yuki does not feel thet she has any roots in this cityx yet
afber almost two years' residence. She is thinking of going to
either New York or #innespolis in June, "or 4 micht just stay on
here." Her only goeal st present is to keep workine sand save some
money for her family resettlement. <This worries her a great deal
but she does not think she can do a thing to help out so that she
hes not msde any plans. Ler continual rermrks aboutmarrisge would
seem to indicate that this is what bothers her the most. She now
thinks that she might be & career girl as her chences are slipping
by fast, but a few sentences later she will tell sbout what hopes
she has snd how she turned down a couple of proposals.

Yuki is working at the University of Chicago as Eap Halpern's
secretary in the Civil affairs Training Frogram. The progrsm is
due to fold up in august but she believes that she will be trans-
ferred to another department if she wants to stay on. DUetailed

conmentes follow.
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The following ig the follow-up interview on Yuki (CH=-20), taken
from C.K., Disry:

After dinner 1 started out in the rain to inte:view Yuki at

Concord houee. +hen I got there the proup had Juet finlshed cdinner

80 thet I wse introduced to some of them. I wss quite surprised to
gee George Akshoehi (CH=-58) there. Hc said that he Bed just moved
in leet we:k ae his room-mste got drsafted and he 4id not feel like
livine vy himeelfeeeee

I had coffee with some of the people in the liouee snd thenm I
went up to Yuki's room where we could have privecy. It is & lsrge
vvildine and the occupsnnds are quite comfortable there, Jhis ie the
house wherc Tom and Tomi lived when they firet csme out to Chicago.
fhere sre now sbouvt £2 people livime there and it secms tO LE &n
interesting group. Yuki hes & very large room, Ler roou-mate ie
in Connecticut right now vieiting her femily so that we were not
disturted. Yuki's only complaint with the llovse was that it did
not hsve cnough heat, but how thst sumnmer 1s comine it world not
be S0 bsd.

Yuki ie a strange girl., after the formsl interview, we spent
an hour end & helf talking asvout Sex) 4 didn't get out of the
place until scvout midnicht. Yuki has sn intense interest in séx
right now becsuse her family hee never ment ioned the facts of life
to her. bShe esid that this was a tabbo st ject in her home snd her
mother never exrleined what menstruation was, &er vrothers were
younger 80 that Iuki has erown up with some pecullar ideas, She
feels that if a boy kieses her, he has other motives &0 that =2he
pets on puerd right awsy snd she is very suspicious of thems She
thousht that she was not normsl bLeesuse she ssid thet she did not

heve the viological urges like other girls, Yet shc wants to get




married "becsuse that is normal and I want to ve normal,”

I had to tell Xuki sll about the facts of life in order to
waintein the rspport., My God, she must ve 24 and I can't concelve
of any girl her age being thet naive!] Yuki eeid that if suny boy
mgde sdvencee to her she would think that he wane a low charscter
because hie minmd would be fillwed with dirty thovehtel 1 asked her
if she would place & husbend in this catepory snd ¢she sald that she
did not know., Yuki is B0 curious asbout “ex &and jet sho seems to
have some sort of mentel block. 1 didn't try to chenge her atti-
tudes any eince she plsces judgment on a morsl basis. ©he wae
emanzed when [ told her thet & lot of #isel Loys went to housecs of
prostitution, #®he thought that they were too "hunorsble" to ever
do anythineg like that! JLhe issel psrente mnust be stricter than a
corr ent to allow their damughters to grow up in such ignorasnce] She
ganid th:t 4 wee the "first boy to ever tell her atout eny of theae
things,"” I think Iuvki is frustiated but she won't ever admit that,
It doeen't seem t0o ve normel to ve so curious about eex at her agpe,
Either that, or she is certainly naive.

Most of the evening we talked sbout other thines., Yuki still
secm8 Lo ve very restless individuwsl., ©She feels that the only
thing she can cling to 18 college attendauce =s her life does not
heve much mesning otherwise, She is not sttendine chOﬁl rieght now
but she thinks thet she will eo0 bsck in the #8ll., ©he is msjoring
in the Socisl Sciences vut she does not csre for .sny of the sub-

jects in it except &nplish, Bhe does not know what she will do

with her education altho she believes that it will make her 1life

fuller., I think thet in many ways she hes developed 2ince thet
laset time 1 suw her., ©he is still the timiad type vLul sne seems tO

nave u grcater degree of self-confidence thesn she hsad vefore. I




think that this is sccountsble for by the fsct that she has Leen
living in cooperstive houses ever since coming to Chicago.

Yuki does not feel tint she has any roote in thie cityx yet

after slmost two years' reeidemce., ©he is thinking of soing %0

either New York or “irnespolis in June, "or 4 misht just stay on
here.," hLer only gonl st present is to keep wocrkine and seve some
money for her family rescttlement, <This worrlecs her a great desl
but she doee not tiink she can do & thing to help out 80 that &he
pag not made sny plens, &er continusl rewarks aboutmarrisse would
gseem to indicete thet this 1s whkst bothere her the most, oOke now
tiinks that she mipht be & csreer girl ae her clances sre €lippring
by fest, but & few sentences later she will tell sbout what kopes
the a8 snd how she tﬁrncd down a couple of proposale,

Yuki ie working et the Univereity of “‘hicago as Eap Felpern's
gsecretary in the Civil affaire Troining srogrem. JLhe proeram ie
due to fold up in angust but she believes that ehe will be trane-
ferred to snother depsrtment if she wants to s2tay on., Yvetsiled

ccrments follow,
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Yuki's comments:

"I've had 2 or 4 different jobs since the end of 1943, I
haven;t been exsctly happy in any of them as it ies 811 just work.
I wasn't exactly dissatisfied either since one has to make a liv-
ing. Sometimes it is good experience to change arouvnd in different
jobs so thet more skills can be learrned. In November, 1943 I guit
my part time job at Page and Dixon Compeny and I went to work ss s
secretary at the YWCA., I just went down there and spplied for s
job because I wanted to work full time since I had temporarily given
up my school plens., I stayed in thaet job for only 2 months. I was
getting {100 & month and I decided that I would enroll in g regular
college. I went to the Centrsl 'Y' in Februsry to enroll for a
regular course after I quit my YWCA job. I signed up for a E&gmk
general major there.

"I went to Centrel 'Y' College for one full semester and then
I had to guit as I didn't have enough money to continume. I got a
full time job at Booksbaum Co. as a stenogrspher for the summer. I
had t0 pay a private employment agency a pretty vig fee in order to
get this job put it wes worth it. I started out st $35 & week and
that was the best sslary I had ever made. <The job was very nice
and I liked it a lot. It had s nice commercial atmosphere to it
and there were over 100 girls working in the main office. Only 5
or 6 of this group were Nisei. I got along verry well with all of
the workers I met and there wasn't any discrimination at all, I
was making just as much salary Qs any of the Caucssian egirls with
my same experience, The other Nisei girls got along well slso and
they mized in with the office workers all the time. We got into
different groups and we would hold reguler get-togethers once in a
while. The compeny was hendling mostly war work but none of the
Caucesian girle had suspicious attitude toward sny of the Nisei

secretaries. I got slong well with the boss also and he never had
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to call me down for anjthing. I worked in that office until Aug-
ust, 19423.

"I had to quit that job so that I could go back to college for
the fall term. Now I think I shouldn't have given up that job be-
cause it was a hasty decision. I don't wik known when I'll get
another job like that. But I wasn't satisfied just to be working
all the time because it has always been my goal to get an edwstion.
I felt that in the long run it would be of more benefit for me to
get less salary in another job snd have the opportunity to go to
school.

"I went down to the Central 'Y' college and they gave me a job
as an assistant librarian. I was paid $100 & month and they sllowed
me free tuition for 2 courses there esch semester, I worked in the
late afternoons and evenings so that I was able to go to my classes
in the morning., I continued this schedule for 6 months but finally
I got very dissatisfied snd I quit the whole thine because I didn't
want to work at night asnymore. It wss too much of a grind to start
out from early morning to go to classes and then work from the
afternoon until 11:00 o'clock at night. At the ssie time I really
wes anxious to go to school but I found that I wasn't happy with the
arrgngement that I had. I didn't want to mske that much of a sa-
crifice.

"I didn't have s difficult time finding another full time job.
I had made an aspplication at the Japanese Language School when it
first sterted so that Profl_ﬂaperu phoned me up just about that
time and ssid thatl there was an opening as a secretary in his
office. I accepted it right away, because it psid a good salary.
That was the first time I ever had & job fsll right into my lap.

The job was connected with the University so that I considered it

on & little higher level than the ordinary office job.
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"I am Prof. Halpern's personal secretary now and I take care of
all of the clerical work in the office also. He directs the Civil
Affeirs Training School there for the Army officers and sll of those
Japanese instructors are under his supervision., He has been head
of thet Army school since it begsn., I don't know exactly by whom I
get paid vecause I think that I am hired by the University and
placed in his office. I'm the only one working in that office right
now so that I have quit a bit of responsibility. The job is okay
but I have been getting restless again recently. I don't know what
mgkes me that way. Lvery time I get & good job, I begin to feel an
urge to move on sfter a few months when I know that I should stay
put. The fact that I am workivg in a univereity right now makes
this jou a little better than some of the others, but actually of-
fice jobs are all more or less alike snd they get to be routine
after a while. I've been working out there for about 4 éonths oW,

"The 'BATS' progrem is going to elose in August out Prof. Hsl-
pern told me not to tell anybody sbout it yet becsuse the official
snnopncement has not come out yet., I think £ll those lsnguage
teachers know about it already though because some of them have even
mentioned it to me, There is a chance that it might continue on a
limited scale but Yrof, Helpern isn't sure. I get paid 125 a month
in that job and I only have to work 39 hours a week 80 I've got
very good working hours. It's gvout the vest I've had next to the
Job I held lsst summer at the Booksbaum Co,.

"I should uwe contentedeith everything right now but I can't
help it if I get restless fixe I am doing now. Hecently I have
been thinking of going to New York next June. Eowever, if things
turn out right here, I may even stay on. If I went to New York, I'd
Just go to work there as jobs are easier to find out there thgn in

Chicago. Jackie, my room-mste ies the one who wants to go and I ssaid
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that I would go with her since I don't have sny strings to hold me
here. Jackie 2180 has a job prospect in Minneapolis so I may go
there with her. If 1 went to Kinresota, I would go to the Universi-
ty there. I don't know yet exactly what my plane are going to be a8
I may end up here for an indefinite period. My brother is stationed
at Ft. Snelling right now so that I would know somebody if 1 went up
to winneapoclis. I think that it is more exciting to get experiences
in different cities instead of staying in one place all the time.
I'm still young enough to do that and I don't have any serious res-
ponsibilities to hold me in one city.

"I would like to go to college full time sgain but I can't
afford it. I think thet it is very important for = person to get a
complete education and that is why I have had this ambition for so
long., I think that it is especially important for the Nisei to
have s college education. &Kight now I can go around from job to
job without any difficulty, but I know that the time is coming when
jobs will be scarcer and I want to have some preparstion for it. I
have an opportunity to go to the university of Chicago. The arrange-
ment there is that any worker in the office is allowed to go to one
class free on of fice time. The only thing is that I only have 49
college credits and I'd like to go up to the University of Miunne-
sota and get 60 credits and then transfer down here. <Lthe wey the
University of Chicago operstes, I wouldn't get much credit for my
49 units of work if I started right now vecause the University gives
a degree in 2 years., It would be nice if I could go here full time
but I don't have the money. I believe that I will be able to stay
on in my work at the University of Chicago indefinitely as I will
get transferred to snother department even if the CATS program does
close down,

"But my plans are really very indefinite yet and I haven't de-
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cided exactly what to do. I'm not interested in enrolling at the
Central 'Y' College anymore because I don't think it# degree is
worth very much. I feel all rested up now so that I may take some
night classes if I aon't go to New York. It's swfully hard to get
through college without any money. I sure wish I could get a
scholarship some place and then I wouldn't have to bother about
working at sll.

"I just want to get a college degree altho I don't know what I
will do with it afterwards. I just like the idea of going to school
and that's why I do it. 4 feel somehow that college may help me if
I eventually try out for some kind of government work. Other than
that, I feel that a college education definitely mskes life more in-
teresting. I am afrasid of ever getting csught in a rut because that
would be the end. As long as 4 go to college, I know that I am do-
ing something for myself. I like to study snd 1 haven't anything
else to do so0 that I may as well occupy myself in a useful way
while I have the chance. It's my one hope of staying out of the
rut,

"I really don't know what kind of work i'd like to do eventu-
ally. I've been doing mostly office work but that doesn't make mé
exactly happy. I'm majoring in the Social Sciences in college but
I don't know what job openings there would be for me once my educa=
tion is completed. I'm interested in English but I can't get very
far in that field as it is not practical. I just think that a
college degree will open up some kind of an opportunity for me some-
how, At the rate I am going, it looks like I will have to keep on
working all the time. ©Sometimes I lie awake at night and I feel
discouraged about not being able to get married. <Then I feel worry
for myself because 1 don't think I would like being an 0ld maid.

But then, I take heart when I reaslize that there are a 1ot of Nisei
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girls over 25 who aren't married yet. All of those Nisei girls in
the CATS program are 25 and I think most of them are unmarried.
When I think of it this way, I guess it isn't entirely hopeless yet
because I1'm not 25 yet.

"On the other hand, I know thet some girls just don't ever get
married snd I worry bedause I think that I might be in this group.
The situation is such that it is hard for most girls to get married
now ss all of theeligible fellows are in the Army. That doesn't
bother me as much as when I think that even with eligible prospects
around, I'm not get married. Lveryone else is getting married even-
tually and I'm not. One by one, the girls 1 know are getting mar-
ried snd I seem to be sbout the only one left. &Every girl has s
chsnce, but I sm sort of sfraid for myself at times.

"It's such a big step to take and I don't know why I am afraid
of marriage at the same time I would like to get married. I've never
felt too strongly in a physical way for & person yet. JLhere have
veen a number of fellows that I have gone out with who seem inter-
ested in me but L won't let things get too far as I don't like any=-
one to get too serious about me. I sometimes wonder what it is that
causes me to be thet way. In general, I want to get married, but I
seem to have some kind of & mental block sgsinst it. I'm avoiding
the issue right now by not circulating and meeting good prospects.
Sometimes I worry about myself because I think that it is not nat-
ural for me to feel like this. Sometimes . think I should be more
modern snd have a fling, but in a Japanese group that just wouldn't
do. 4t would ruin my reputation forever and I really would have to
be an 0ld maid. It's not thet I don't have any opportunity to go
out because I seem to be able to get plenty of dates.

"But the thing I can't ever Figure out is why there is so much

emphasis placed on sex. Lyeryone seems to get furious sbout it so
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that's why I get furious too. It's really not a physical or biolo-
gical urge with me and that's what makes me wonder about myself at
times. In our society, it is expected for girls to get married and
rzise children and thst is my goal too, even if I don't feel the
biological aspects of it so stroungly. I feel that masrriage would

be vetter in some weys than to have & career because then I wouldn't
have to worry sbout whaet + am going to do in the future so much.

"l suppose thst marriage is a subject with which every girl is
concerned with, but I just can't figure out my mental blocks toward
it. I'm thoroughly satisfied with my 1life now and I'm not consciouns=
ly frustrated snd I sometimes think thet isn't normsl. 1 guess
girls are not as conscious of these things as fellows are as a rule.
My parents were never demonstrative to each other so I have been
thinking that maybe I get some of my ideas from them. Sex was &
taboo subject in our home and my mother gave me the impression that
there was something ugly and simple sbou it. ©She never told me sny
of the facts of life and I was always under the impression that such
things were never talked about. The Issei never did place a high
value on love and they only showed affection to esch other in ge-
crecy. I wonder if my parents' actions in their married life does
not hsve some influence on my present thinking. I know that I cer-
tainly would never be asble to talk freely about sex and marrisge
with any fellows thet I went out with., I would blush at the mere
mention of the word., Yet it is a common subject and L don't know
why I should be more inhibited than other people.

"I don't think that my parents were ever heppily merried so
that marrkage does not have the romantic appesl to me as it does
to those young couples who came from happy homes. I suspect that
this may csuse the vlock in my mind because I always put my parents

up a8 examples unconsciously. I know that 4 don't ever want to get
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stuck in a routine marrisge. and yet I do know that I want to get
married eventuslly. I guess I really am peculiar in some way. I've
had a sort of unhappy home life in the past so that's why I don'th
look upon the family unit ss something sscred. There were plenty of
times that I was miserable as a girl and'I felt that I didn't belong
to anyone. ily parents were always more Oor less impersoﬁal to me and
I never had a deep filial piety towards them. #e just lived toge-
ther and we had to help each other out because of the economic cir-
cumstances. I never contributed to the family welfare vecause of any
deep sense of obligation towards the family as such. Our family
moved around quite a bit and we never got roots any place. It never
had a joyful or happy atmosphere around it sc that it wss not a plea-
sure to live in such surroundings. ZThat's why I was glad of the
oppor tunity to break away from the family group when the evacuation
came along. I have some sort of a feeling toward my parents, but
this attitude is imposed upon me by the society in which I live. If
I lived in & society where the family did not count for much, I tﬁink
that I could forget my parents overnight. They reslly never did con-
trioute too mueh to my happiness., I've thought many times that I
wouldn't want to get married and have my children develop this sort
of attitude towards me.

"I've had one of two boys become very interested in me since
coming to Chicago but I turned them awsy because I was suspicious of
their motives and I was afraid of myself. In spite of all this, I
still think that marriage is a normal thing and people are apt to be
happiest when they are normal s0o I feel that I can live my present
kind of life forever unless I get satisfactory sublimation in other
ways., But it will never be like the real thing. I suppose that this
is one of the ressons why I keep on going to school and I think of s

career.

"I know that 4 should start to think of settling down but I
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don't seem t0 have any deep roots here. I've moved around quite a
bit since I started living in Chicago. I stayed at Benton House for
about 8 months and I found that it was & nice way of living. I like
the associstions that I made out at that community house and it cer-
tainly kept me from getting lonesome. I was working part-time there
for me room until Februvary, 1944 and then I quit because I had too
meny other things to do. After Jume, 1944 I decided to move out of
the place as it was too far out on the west side. One of the fellows
at 'Y' College told me sbout the girl's Co-op on the south side so I
mede an application to get into that. It was the University Co-op
snd there were only sbout 10 girls living there. It was a mixed
group and 2 of them were Nisei pirls., I got along very well there
anéd I enjoyed the company. I made frienmds with a1l of the girls and
I found that they all had well developed personalities so that I was
able to gain a little through these contacts.

"1 had to pay $18 & month there for just my room alone and my
mealsﬂWere taken out. <This proved rather expensive for me so that
is the reason why 1 started looking around for another place. In
November, 1944 one of my friends told me about the Concord Co-op
Louse on Hyde Fark B¥vd. so I applied for membership immediately. I
was accepted so I moved in ané I heve been living here ever since.
We only psy %33 a month for our room and board here so that it is
very ressonable and the atmosphere is most congenial.

"Phis house has 2% members in it now, More than half are boys.
‘here are & 3 “isei fellows and 2 Nisei girls living here at the
present time. In all, there sre only 8 girls. Lveryone of the mem-
bers work at full time jobs and they are mostly in the white collar
group. George Akahoshi is the newest member of the group as he only
moved in last week. We have a wmxgy varied occupational renge in this
group. Lhere are 5 social workers, a couple of civil gervice emp-

lovees, some office workers snd Co-ov workers, %y room-mate, Jacie,
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is a professional Co-operstive worker. She is only 20 years old.
She got her training in the Kochedsle Cooperative principles in the
George Williems college, + think., Xight mow she ie visiting her
parents in Connecticut. I get slong with her the vest and we are
always doing things together. She is of Irish nationality and she
has fleming red hair, but not the temperament to go with it. She
certainly is a most intelligent girl and I wish that I had her
brains. ©She is the onme who wants me to go to New fork with her next
June. ©She is workine full-time in some Co-operstive Co. right now.

"A1l of the members of this house are supposed to put in 5 hours
" of work each week. We have a work mansger he}e who aseigns the vari-
ous duties and it is rotated smong members., For certain types of
work we get more credit themn for others., We are responsivle for our
own linen so thst we wash them. <the boys usually send theirs out to
the laundry. We have a cook who comes in 5 days a week snd the girle
piteh in and do the cooking the other two nights. whenever we have a
guest come to dinner, we have to pay 35¢ extra. #e can have a guest
room here free for 3 nights and sfter that they have to pay.

"lt's & very good set-up anéd I enjoy the experiemce of living
here immensely. We all get along well together and there is a good
cooperative spirit around the house all the time. A couple of the
fellows tend to be a little lazy and they do the minimum amount of
work, but eventually the cooperative spirit is forced upon them or
else they will be ostracized. We have a house council to set the
policy and we ususlly vote on different things during our semi-
monthly meetings. the group is well educated and liberal in their
outlook fax so thet I am learning quite a bit from them. They do
the best type of reading and the& are very aware of current events
0 that I am beginning to lesrn a little bit about world sffairs

from them. I plan to stay here indefinitely as it is an economical
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way of living snd I like the compsnionship.

"I just don't know what to do abtout my parents and younger
brother in csmp. My hands are tied and I feel thet I am helpless in
the matter. I just don't esrn enough to support them so that it is
impossible to even consider such sn idea. My folks are too old to
work and I don't see how we would be acle to meke out if the WRA
does close the camp. I don't think that it is being very fair to
those of us who are trying to advance ourselves. I have no idea of
what my parents plan to do. I'll have to g0 to camp and talk to
them if the WEA reslly does cloge up and force us to make s move.

"It's s0 hard snd I worry sbout it every once in s while., I
don't kmow what the WEA is hoping to accomplish by echasing all the
people out. Gee, I don't know what., It's not thet I have a close
feeling for my parents that I want to dopsomething; it's a matter of
necessity because there is no one else to look sfter them. I hsven't
wirtten to my folks since lsst 4mss so I don't know what they aze
thinking., 4t is awful for the WAEA to close the camp end they say
that they will put 211 the €#1d folks in an institution. Why should
the whi punish these innocent people for something they sre not res-
ponsible for? It's terrible for the WRA to force them like this and
I don't know what I can do. My folkes just couldn't support Bhem-
selves and I don't think that I would be able to contribute too much
either. My brother is in the Army and he might be able to get a
small sllotment for my perents but I don't kiow much about those
things., My other brother is only 15 so that he couldn't do anything
either.

"If I em forced by the WRA to teke care of my psrents, I don't
know what I could do. Ve won't even consider going backto California
88 there is nothing for us and I'certainly wouldn't go into domestic
wWOork a?ain Just to go back and enjoy the vetter climate., I think

that the government should pension off all the old folks because ue
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Nisei can't do & thing. I want to help, but I can't. After all, the
Army did take the Ilssei away from their jobs snd everything else so
thet the govermment should be responsible for them now. My parentse
just won't believe that the government will let them starve so that
they are not doing snything sbout it yet and they haven't wiitten me
any excited letter like some of the Nisei get.

"I reslly don't know what the resl situation in camp is like now
since‘I‘ve lost all track of cemp life and I haven't followed the WEA
policies at 811. it seems that that wes in another world and my oniy
thread of contact with it now is my parents. I don't corresvond with
them too often s0 that L haven't been able to keep up with all the
lateet developments. Mayve I should try to go all out for making
money now, but I am not prepared to get a well paying job unless It
is factory work, and 4 don't want to 4o thset.

"I'm not saving a cent now. Do you know that I haven't anything
in the bank at all to show for my work out here in Chicsgo? I live
from psycheck to paycheck. Iy present 125 a month salary doesn't
go very far. I never get that full smount becsuse $17 s month is
teken out for texes. I pay $3% a month for my room rent and board
at the Co-op fouse, but it cost me 40¢ a day extra to eat lunch out
when I go to work. I slwaye have to buy stockings snd other small
items of clothes and that slways is at least %5 a month more. My
money just seems to seep away. +For a while I was even worse off as
I was using it for schoolk, but I haven't saved a thing since I quit
school. I just don't know where it goes. Laundry ami cleaning cost
a lot as 1 don't have the time to do it myself. Carfare is another
$5 s month and I usvally spend sbout %3 a month for smell gifts. I-
don't spend too much on recrestion, only about 5 or 710 a month.

The rest of my money goes for mieéellaneous things. 1've gotten to

the points where I just don't worry about it anymore. I used to,
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but it's no use because the money goes out anyway. That is why I am
planning to get a part-time job in the evenings from now until next
June so that 1 can save up a little money to go to New York with. I
shoudd hsve some reserve in case I get sick because I heve been lucky
so faer. I hsven't enough money to casrry an insursnce so I would be
in @ bad wmy if I got seriously 1ill.

"l gshould join the WACs to solve all my financial pioblemsl I
think that I would join it if I hsd & college education as I would
heve & chance t0 make good sdvencements then. It's out of The quest-
jon now as I don't think I could measure up to the physicel standards.
4 don't have sny prejudice against joining the #ACs like many of the
Nisei do. I know & lot of nice girls who went into the WACs and I
don't think it ruined them.

"I certainly hope thst this war will end pretty soon. Even if
it did eliminate this jou. I read the headlines every day and it
says that Germasny is about to fall any minute. I don't go sround
worrying about the war because I don't have the time to think of it
t00 much even if my brother is in the Army. 1t hasn't hit me as hard
as some people so that 1 feel less impersonal about it. I just hope
that it will all be over pretty soom. I think it might take juite a
while longer to defeat Japan. They are going to make a last ditch
stend end I hardly think that it will be a push-over. It's never
easy to defeat an Army in mmdern werfare, I regard Jepan ¥ery im=-
personally as I feel that my future is in this country. But 1 don't
think that we will have resl democracy after the war. Those days are
gone forever. There is a chance that this country might turn to so-
cialism or fascism. <Lhat's what some of the people in this Co-Op
Eouse tell me. I reslly don't care too much beczuse I don't know
about such things. bHut when the govérnment gets its fingers into

everything, the citizen is bound to lose out as the power will be

abusged.
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"I don't think that this wsr is going to solve anything much
altho it may give the people of Burope and :iiaa little more chsance,
It is sickening to hear sbout those millions of people who are
starving t® death. War is a horrible thing. That doesn't excuse my
complecency. I'm like most people in this country as 1 have to worry
about a livelihood and I am not as polititally aware as I should be.

ad justments

"Iy sfkkbmEnks are as sstisfactory as it could be now, I
never did have a settled and secured feeling so that this experience
now is nothing new for me. I haven't dcvoted 21l of my time to find=-
ing security as I am still & little restless and on the go. 1 just
don't have any real roots here in Chicago. 1 don't belong %o any
orgenization in the c¢ity and I dgon't have an inclination to make the
effort., This House and all the associations I have here seems to be
sel f-sufficient enouvgh for me. I'm not sa apt to get lonely living
here. L don't go to church or anything. I keep myself busy enough
as it is.

"Phere are many organized groups here in Chicago willing enough
to heip the Nisei, out I never get time to attend any of these group
functions. I don't feel thet I am missing out in anything. I've
only been to church once this year and I haven't accepted sny of the
YWCA invitstions to come join their eroups. The Chicago JACL chapter
invited me once to a Fridsy evening, but I was too busy to go to
that. I am very impersonal about the JACL and it takes too much
effort to go to it, I used to have a pretty good opinion of it, but
most of the Nisei L hsve met don't seem to like it so there must be
something weong with it.

"I don't know how much the other Nisei take part in these or-

ganizations open to them because I don't see them too frequently. I

have an impression thst the tendency is to come together. They feel
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they have to come together in their own social growp in order to
supply an outlet for expression. I think that in a wey this is
true because they find it desirsble to make Nisei contscts, but I
certeinly wouldn't argue segregation upon them.

"The average Nisei has been so dependent upon other Japanese
that they wouldn't feel free end easy among Caucasisms. I don't
think that the Nisei care to mingle too much in social affairs, but
they are doing it more in their places of work now from what I hear.
I've gone t0 several of the Nisei dances out here this year but they
were nothing out of the usual. There wme one held at Hull House for
the benefit of Nisei soldiers and they had a big turmout. ZThe fel-
lows I go out with don't seem to care too much about going to the
Nisei dences sltho I wouldn't mind. I think that it is inevitable
that the Nisei will all come together but it wont't be on s seere-
gated vasis. The trouble is thet the Nisei e&n't-ever find their own
group self-sufficient in itself and they have to spread out a little.
But they have to fight againet a sort of dividing line in social
affairs as the Cauceasians and Nisei seem to divide like 0il and
water., It will take a long time to ever mix them freely and some
doubt that this will ever be done. In a cooperative house like this,
the race line are not drawn strongly together, but it takes a strong
Nisei to reslly branch out. They all know so many Nisei frogm before
and it would be hard to ignore their friends. I suppose that they
could go to the public places to dances, but that is not the impors
tant thing to most of the Nisei as they like to have that security
of veing in a Nigei eroup where they can weet others on an ejual
basis.

"I certainly hope that it won't get too segregated because I

feel that the american life in general has more to offer the Niseil
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than a restricted group of their own would. <The third generation
will surely spread out much more. There seems to be more inter-
marriage taking place these days also. It is the college Nisei who
are making mahy contacts smong VYsucasisns so that we won't have a
limited Japanese town as vefore,

"Personally, I like to meet “aucasians and I never get seusitive
around them. I've iheard of some #isei Who had a deep hatred for mixx
white people because of the evacuation, but I am sure this is only a
small minority. &Right now I heve many more contacts smong Csucasians
than among Nisei. I didn't 4o this deliberately, but it just seemed
to napppn thet way. I don't think that I am prejudiced sgainst any
group because I have seen the harm of racial discrimination and it
is so unfair.

"I am feirly satisfied with my socisl life right now but I
wouldn't oovject to meeting some more Nisei. However, I wouldn't go
out of my way to meet them st discussion groups, church, 'I' House
and Nisei dasnces Lecause I don't feel any special urge for it now.
another thing is that 1 don't believe there should be a segregated
housing district for the Nisei alone. I don't like the idea of
those apartment houses full of Nisei because the neighibors are doing
to start objecting sooner or later., We should try to take sdvantage
of our chances now. It is too bad that more of the Nisei are not
aggressgively inelined. They are inclined to fcel sorry for tThem-
selves because of what they went through since the war sterted.

"Actually, I think that I have geined by the evacuation e xper-
ience. It has opened up new opportunities for me and it has broaden
my life a lot. 4'd still be in domestic work if I were back in
Celifornis. My horizon has been brosdened and 1 got away from the.

narrow snd restricted Japanese community because I was forced out,
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and I find now that it is muwch better for me. I've developed more
self-confidence in myself and I can thank my resettlement experiences
for that vecause I've had to go on my own,

"ln & way I think that the future is hopeful for the Nisei, but
it will be very hard for tﬁem after the war. There will be great
nunbers of them losing their Jobs first and they won't have any eco-
nomic security. Many more of the Nisei cirls will be forced to go
back to domestic work even if they don't want to. They will have to
compete with Negro girls for_lowex p&ey in domestic work too., It will
be hard for the Nisei fellows to get jous in factories unless they
are willing to let themselves be exploited.

"But in spite of all this, I still think that it is better for
most 6f the Nisei to stay out here instead of going bsck to Cali-
fornia in the face of all that discrimination end prejudice. Even
now it is hard for the Nisei workers out here to get paid on an
equal pvacies with the white employees. And Fhey have to teke less
pay becsasuse of their race. oSut socially, ;ﬁiggz will become more
end more accepted as the Cauwasisns will get to imow them better.
There will ve a certain amount of integrstion going on all the time
unless the Niseli get so much among themselves that they never will
poke their noses out of their limited circle. It will tske some
Hisei longer than others to make this sdjustment, out there is hope
for all.

"My circle of friends right now is rather smsll. My room-mate
ie my best friend, but I more or less move sround in the Houcse
circle. Outside, 1 just have isolated Yisei boy friemds. I have
more than enovugh socisl life to handle right now and a greater smount
wouldn't give me any more satisfsction. I haven't been thrown into
Nisei contscts lately but I don't miss it too much. Other Nisei

might think thst it is pathetic not to know s lot of other Nisei,
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but I am contented enough with my compmnionship in this House and I
don't feel the necessity for the other.

"] don't condemn ¥isei groups but I feel that they might be
meking a mistske if they lived among themselves too much and they
certainly should not condemn other Nisei who do not branch out. I
have no personsl ocjection against medium sized Hisei catherings snd
I would sttend them myself if I were interested, but I wouldn't like
to see them get larger and larger and exclude other contacts. A
person should develop his friends and contacts on an individuval ba-
sis and because of mutual interests snd not becesuse they accidently
happened to be of the ssme racisl origin.

"l don't find my life boring at the present time. Host of my
evenings are occupied. There is always some housework to be done
end it is usuwally around 7:30 before 1 am free to enjoy my leisure
time, 1 make all of my own clothes 80 that sewing takes up quite a
bit of my time. ©ome evenings 4+ go downstairs snd play bridge and
other gsmes with the group but I don't have too much free time to do
this. I try to spend st least one evening & week in reading. I'm
trying to get some background reading on the war. I get the books
at the office =nd the people in the House have recommended certain
books like Lippmann and others. I read Harpers and atlantic maga-
zines once in & while. Whep I start school sgain, I won't hsve time
for very many other things. I only get time to go to the movies
about twice a month. I have Leen going out on dates every Saturday
with Nisei fellows snd Caucasien fellows at this House tut I don't
have any special voyfriend now. I think that I would like (o marry
& Caucssian sometimes as they seem to Le more expanded in ideas and
I find them much more interesting than Nisei fellows. It's not such

s bad life that I am leading now and I don't have any regrets.”
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