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Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943, DST,

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

4 u,_

Date of interview Oets 19, 1943 Interviewer

-

Name __ Chepie Yuga 2. Sex, N@ 3. Married stat.M@&D W 0
Present address Q177 3 K imh a1l \T‘ Ay o S A 1.,;_'. ‘.

— 4 o ol 3

Later addresses i 3 D%te

n

6. DBirthplit® _ 0ak]land 7. Birthdate Sept, 10,

8. Alien or citizen ,itizen 9. Nisei, Kibei or Issel
10. Addresses between Dec,.,1, 1941 and evacuation g
a) oanta liaria D%te 10 wvears

b)

d)

(
(
(c)
(
(

e)

11. Assembly Center Ti1lare D%te April 3

12. Relocation Center G411 Date Sai b ) 1

15. Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present
) Friends Hostel Date Aug 27 1947

il

(a M0~ 0
(b)
(e)

14, Persons living in household on Dec. S 1L 5 2 Relatlonehlp to Re-
Hide settler ,

"Harl Yiiaa —brother

Rifksu : slister-in-law

Carol (5) nisce

O
L&(S &
\

isna (3] nleece
Salf :

SHRcuSNR RO W0 O
Nt Mt Nt Nl e M N e o i i i

B ITNITNSTN TN SN TN ST e e e

15. Persons living in household on evac. day Relationship to Re-

(If seme as 14 enter symbol,e.g.l4(a).) settler

(a) il arcl T3 W1"“!11‘ ac11nh i L1 LTSN !
(b)

(c) plus #F14

O
!

B M Ren ol = o

N TN AN TN A
P M e N M S S e e
i




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2.
C Occupa-
15. continued Grade compl. |Educ.in |tion Dec
Age | Sex Birthplace |Amer.school Japan |1, 1941
62 P i Japan 8th Hsewife
271 M L \1ameda. L _16ih | sentisk

= -/ N 2D ~ T Haawr1 T
| ®] 1 & Lyf 1 1‘ BTN Haeg I
a2 | SR Y] £

1

B
2.

[®,

f‘\t"\l—‘\f—\"‘ha“\’—\d’"\f‘\f—\ﬁf—\ﬁ
BHRtrHDMRQ HO b0 OO

16. If Immedlate Tamily (parents, siblings, children or spouse)
were not included in household group in 15, because of differ-
ent residence or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)

Relationship [Residence Age

Name to resettler |(if deceased |(if dec. Sex | Mar.

write "dec." lage at deathl = | Stat.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(f)

16, continued -

Grade compl. Occupation
Birthplace |Amer.school Dec.1,1941 Religion
(for dec,last
occupation)

That members of household and immediate family evacuated to-
gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols used
in 15 and 16).

I

18. Composition of household In Assembly Center or Free Zone (Glve
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, glve sex, age, relationship)
Upon arrival:

15




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 3.

18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

19, Composition of household In Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, give sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

Madnt s 11
nmpelLe

[P S0 B I b P
L¥J

Just before leaving Project:

749

20. Composition of household in Chicago at date of interview:
(Give symbols; 1f others, give details)

Relationship |Residence Age
Name to resottler |(if deceased |(if dec.
write "dec." |age at death

20, continued -
Occupation
Dec.l, 1941
Grade completed (for dec.last
Birthplace |American school occupation) |Religion

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
21, Changes In composition of Household in Chicago: Note departures
by symbol and dates. Give details for new houscholds or entries:
Relation- Resldence Age
ship to (1f deceased|(if dec. Mar.
Date | Name resettler |write "dec."|age at death)| Sex [Stat.
(a)_
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(f)




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 4.
21, continued -

Relation-  Residence Age
ship to (if deceased |(if dec.
Date Name resettler |write "dec." lage at death)

g
h
i
J
<

(
(
(
(
(
@
(m
21, continued - Occupation
Dee. 1,192]1
Grade compl. (for dec.last
Birthplace Amer.school occupation) Religion

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

Higo M Ho o o

22. Educational history of resettler
Elementary schools (name and location) ate Grade complected

=1 B T QOA O G 3
1 C . O 1 e et e i
okl £F sl ol G LA L e P il 5 4 1 8 " TR

o ‘"‘ ae | o |

| chao s Y 1 £y ' F ( { 4
= 8 o e T e\ Y LIV g bt it L L L L LA o B | ) ) kll

Grammar schools (name and location) g | Grade completed

Girl's ;i'“

P PO I~ " QO ] -1
JAMLLAL UL i 4 [ i % ol Ol

WO LIl U]

il Camino Scho ;“, Marig. I g= O Oth
High schools (namo and location) : Grade completed

santa Mapria Hich, Santg liaris 1955=-56 1 12%th

Colleges, universities and vocational Grade
schools (nqme and location) completed|l

a2

12 JaCae Santa Maris O B6=53" 12+h
3 Dy s 1 e City Collere i # 1
a.-;_‘-;\,_.L,._‘ LUy VUULLOEE e lieile | )& .} Tk

I {“L:-.'

Attendance at Japanese language
school, location
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SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 5.

22. Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of
uncmployment by entering dates continuously and writing
"memp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Assombly Center and Relocation Project and continue
with employment since resettling.
Reason
Dates ‘ Av., molfor ter-
From o |Nature of job|Type of industry| Location) wages mination
1958 chool gipl Domegtic LA, 15 went home

14 - Ty 7 a g0 I =
AJ L sied ol K= £ e

]
1
ST 4 0

wolg /a0

>
8

e

o/ 40

O ) e

23. Rcligious conncctions (begln with first, include assembly
center and Relocation project and status after resettlement)
Dates Attended what church |Where attconded | What Sunday sch.

100N s N

v I O1 pational chireh Hpr e -0

24, Political activities
Dates Voted in what clections For what party

1940

TU= ~ <) oy o i TYatTam ~ 99 g 8
Poaadneni i 8l el coratlo




16. Cherle Chie Yusa WRA Form 26 307,708

Glla 9/2/42
Tulare 4/30/42
. 417 W, Main Street, Santa Maria, Calif,
. Yusa, Keizo (dec.) Japan
Yusa, Hide Japan
fa, U.S, Writer Abroad Merchant
7. Grammar school, Santa Maria, Calif. 1930-1932
High school, Santa Maria Union, Calif, 1932-1936
College, Los Angeles C.C., Callf, 1959-1941
7a. C.S.F. Member
Major: Home Economlcs
Sports: Swimming
8. None
12. 60 1903 lbs,
13. No major defects
18, Single
19. Sister
20. 9/10/18
25. Yes
24. Jr. College 2
25. Speaks Japanese
27, -==
27a. Dancer
28. 9/42 WRA Gila, Recreation Assistant Dance Director $16 mo.
6/42 to 8/42 WCCA Tulare A.C. Canteen, Sales Clerk $12 mo.
Student (attending school)
29. Hobbies: Sport-swimming; dancing--soclal, classical; piano,
reading, music. Typing (50 w.p.m.)
0.P. (1) Dieticlan, (2) Nursery work (small children)
30.Christian -- Episcopal
31, San Francisco Raphael Weill 1927-29
Redding, San Francisco 1929-30
Fresno, Winchell (&rd grade) 1924-27
Santa Maria Jr. College 1939-39

Cherie's mother, Hide Yusa

2. Gila 8/30/42

Tulare., 4/30/42

4, 517 W. Main Street, Santa Marla, Calif.

5. Yusa, Hachisaburo (dec.) Japan
Mizunashi, B. (?) Japan

5a. U.S. Unknown

7. Grammar school, Nihon Matsu, Japan 1887-1895
High school, Joshl Ego, Japan 1895-1896
Sewing School, Tokyo, Japan 1896-1897

7a.None

8. Japan 1881-1904; 1911-1911 (3 mos.)

12. 58 90 1lbs.

13, High blood pressure (altho' better at present); wears glasses

18, Widowed

19. Mother

20. 1/23/1881

23. No

24, H1.l. Japan




- Dla

O Cherie's mother, Hide Yusa, continued
25, Speaks English (a 1little)
27. MAid, gen.
27a. Seamstress
28. 4/42 to 10/42 Unemployed 1n camp
1927 to 1942 Housewife
1916 to 1927 Fresno, Calif. (can't remember names) Housework; cook-
7 yrs. ing, cleaning $40mc
San Francisco, Calif. 4 yrs. Part-time work av.,
29, Skills: Sewing machine
Hobbies: Music, reading
30, Buddhist
31, 0.P. Would like a job that is not too hard-sewing (has no machine
here). Would 1like to knlt, too.

Cherie's brother, Earl Minoru Yusa

2. Gila 9/2/42
3. Tulare, 4/30/42
4, 517 W. Main St., Santa Maria, Calif,
5. Yusa, Keizo (dec.) Japan
Yusa, Hide Japan
5a. U.S. Farmer Abroad Dry Goods Merchant
7. Grammar school, Porter, Alameda, Calif. 1913 to 1921
High school, Fresno, Callf. 1921 to 1924
College, U.C. Dental, S.F., 1924-1929
7a.U.C., Dental--D.D.S.-Dentistry
High-Science, Lang., Math.
H.S. Cosmopolitan club-Treas.
8. Visit Japan 1907-1913
12. 68% 142 1bs.
13, Astigmatism, corrected by glasses. No major defects
18, Married
19. Head
20. 7/30/06
23. No
24, College 5
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Dentist
278 ,-~-~
o8, 11/42 WRA Hospltal, Rivers, Ariz. Dentist-Councilmen-Kep. people
of block. $19 mo. ,
5/42-9/42 WCCA Hosp. Tulare A.C. Dentist $16 mo. £500
1932-1942 Santa Maria, Calif. self emp. Dentist, oral surgery, Gross
1031-1931 Walnut Grove, Calif, self emp. Dentlist Gross approx.$300
1929-1931 Under various dentlsts, Apprentice-ship, Asst.
1919-1924 While attending school, Fresno Summer work Indef.
Sac'to, Marysville, Newscastle Farm laborer; fruit wor
Clovis picking: irrigation;
drove horse team; thinn
ing and picking tomatoes
cucumbers and Veg.
1923 ° Winter-Chuka Times Newspaper Winter-office 50¢ day
Fresno, Callf, Folding & stamping for mailing




29, Skills: None other than described above.
Hobbies: Fishing, golf, listening to radio programs, reading
0.F., In dental 1ine. :

30. Presbyterlan

Cherie's niece, Carol Mieko Yusa

2. Same

3. Same

4, Same

5. Yusa, Earl Minoru, Calif,
Yamagishi, Ritsu, Calif,

5a.Dentist

7. Grammer school ---

80 B ey

12. 42 40 1lbs.

13. No major defects
18. Single

19. Daughter

20. 7/6/38

23. No

24, ---

25. Speaks Japanese
27 em=m

278, --

28.,---

29, ==

S,

Cherie's niece, Diane Kazuko Yusa

2. Same

3. Same

4. Same

5. Same

5a, Same

'?l

Bewee-

12, 36 30 1lbs,
13. No major defects
18, ---

19. Daughter
20. 11/8/40

23, ===

24.

&7

28.

29,

30.




Cherie's sister-in-law, Ritsu Yusa

2. Same
3. Same
4, Same
5. Yamagishi, Teichi Japan
Nishina, Ume Japan
Sa. U.8. Nurasery
7. Grammar school, Horace Manuel Calif. 1920-1928
High school, Castlemont, Calif, 1928-1932
College, U.C., Berkeley, Calif. 1932-1936
7a.Major: Musie
Minor: Household science
Degree: B.A.
8. None
12. 623 114 1bs.
13, No major defects
18. Married
19. Wife
20, 6/12/14
23. No
24, College 4
25, Speaks Japanese
27. Musical work
27a., Musician-instrumental
28. Housewife
29, Hobbiles: All around sports; knitting; hand and machine sewlng
Skills: Play plano; singing--music
0.P. None
30. Christian
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CH=106
thiye Yamazalkil (psued,)

Chiye Yamazaki, 25, was born on September 10, 1918 in Oalkland,
Galifornias sShe has lived in various towns in California during
hor childhoods 7“his ineludes Fresnc, Walmt Grove, San Franclseo
and Santa Maria, She resided in Santa llaria for 10 years prilor to
the evacuatlon so that this 1s considered as her home towvm. Chiye
is employed as a governess in a home at the present time, She was
a domestic worker in Santa laria from August, 1941 to April, 1948,
rocoiving a salary of (40 plus room and boards At the present time
her salary is 85 a month plus room and board, Chiye hold one other
gehool pzirl position from 1088 to 1941 in Los Angeles at (15 a
month while she was attending eollege, Her only other work expor-
ience was that obbtained in the assembly and relocation centers. At
the Tulare assewbly centor she was a saleos girl in the canteen ffom
liay to September, 1942, Irom September, 1042 and llarch, 10435, she
was an assistant ballet instructor at the Gila WRA centers She
traﬁsforred to the hospital as a receptionist in June of this year

and in July she became a secretary to the chief murse at the Glla

hospitals She has been working in her present job since August 80,

19435,

At the present time Chiye is living on 6017 S, Kimbark 5ty on
the south side of Chicaco near the University districts She was
evacuated from Santa llaria on April 30, 1942 and then transferred to
the Gila relocation eenter on teptember 1, 1042, OShe stayed at the
American Friends Hostel in Chicago for one wesk after her arrival
in this city,

Chiye was evacuated with hor family, which consists of the
following moubers:




Chiye Yamazakl

Hisalto, mothor

Dr, Bdvard Yemazalki, brother

Reilko Yomazakl, sister-inelaw

gatherine, nlece

Dorothy, niece

lir, and lMrs, Yoheda, Reiko's parents

Chiye's father dled in 1940, Hor mother is now 62 vears old,
the recoived an elementary school education in Japen and rhe was a
dependent of her son at the time of evacuation, BEdward 1o &7 years
old, He was born in Alameda, California but he has been practleling
as a dentist in sSanta ligria for the last few yoars, Hdward reoceived
his tralning at the University of California, IHis wife, Relko, is
28 years old and she is a college graduate alsos She was a house=
wife at the time of the outbreak of the wars Thelr children,
Catherine and Dorothy are 5 end & years old respectively, The whole
family, nominelly are Christian,s The oight members of this family
wore living in a single unit at Tulere but they were divided up into
three units after moving to Gila due to personallity differences,
Chive has never felt close to her family according to her story.

Chiye's educatlon was obtained at a number of schools due to

the frequent oceupational shifting around of hor father, »She started
the Winchell school in Fresno in—lOﬁé and after she was in the third
grade the family moved to ban Franciscos. Chiye attended the Raphael
Well elementary school from 1927 to 1980 and then she transforred to
Girl's High junior high school in 1930 where she finighed the seventh
Brede, ©She then attended the Redding fjunior high school during the
term of 1081 and 1932 where she finished the 8th grade, Tho fore=

going three schools are all in Sen Pranciscos The famlly then moved

to Ualnut Grove but Chiye did not attend school very long there. By

this time the family was moving around with Bdward since he was

looking for the best plasce to set up a practices The family moved




to santa Mariae in 1953 where they lived until the time of evacua=

tions Chiye finished El car.lincﬁunior high school there that years

She thon went on to the Santa Maria high school where she graduated
in 1086, She contimied on for one year at the Santa llaria junior
eollege which is located on the same campus as the high aschool,
Chiye had no particular vocatlonal aim so that she stayed out of
gehool for the next year and a half, helping at homo, At the sug=
gestion of a friend, she went te Los Angeles and started working as
a school girl, ©She enrolled in the Los Angeles City College 1n
1930 and graduated in 1041, receiving her AsAs degreo. At the
present time she is contemplating fintisghing her education but this
is still onlvy a vague dreams Chiye speaks Japanese quite fluenbly
due to its execlusive use in her home life, She stated that she
even speaks Japanese to hor brother which is rather umigsual for a
nisol, ©She received her formal Japanese language education in San
Preneisco whore she attended a Japanese school from 1924 to 1930,

Chiye is not a regular church goer at tho present time altho
she attended church rogularly during her chii.dhood and hi_{;h school
davee Hor chief interest in church during the peried in camp was
because she was a member of the ‘ehurch choire This was motivated
because of the fact that her boy friend was one of the leading cholr
singerss OChiye voted in the Fresidentlal election in 1940 for the
Democratic party but she has ligtle interest in politlecs and she
has not voted sinces

Chive eppears to be about average in intelligonces from her
gonversations it appoars that she 1ls raﬁher congervative in her
opinions and that her sympathies are with the "Japancse" people as
she fools strongly race conseious, Chiye is about 5 £t 1 inches
in height and she weighs around 105 poundse She glves the appear=




%

ance of being rather tall and sophisticated boecesuse she wears high
heels a great deals Chiye has a very oxpressiocnless facial apreare
ances OUn first appearance she gives the impression of m rather cold
person, By nature Chiye 1z a little introvert. In the reloecation
genter she wont around with a clique of liberal kibeil, Chiye has &
glight aene on her face but this condition has almost cleared up,
She has sparkling eyes and according to the nisel standards, she is
considered to be very atiractive, However, she has remained aloof
from most nisel expect for her c¢lose friends, At the present time
ghe moves around in a cligue of about six nisei vhom she lknew at
camps Hor boy friend is also out here attending sechool, Chiye
appears to be slightly bitter in her opinions, Sho was even more 80O
during her stay at camp, There were many reasons why she left carp
for resettlement but one of the strongest motivating Tactors sceem

to be the urging of her friend and her boy friend, che felt that she
would bLe igolated in camp if she stayed thore too longes Up to the
tine her friends left Chiye was not too dissatisfied with tho camp
life, sChe is not entirely objective in hor opinionss She interprets
many of the past events from a aubjogtivo point of view which are
based upon a personal experionces and malgdjustmentse She 1s en=-
tirely congerned with her immediate peorsonal problems out here and

she infers at times bhat the envirommental factor has beon against

her, Howevor, she #an be very pleasant to her friends and on thease

occasiongs she creates a veary good impressions 5She does not coneern
herself too mncﬁ-with the future because these problems secm to be
beyond her ability to solve at the present times IHer only future
goal apparently is marriage and this i: rather vagues In the mean
timo she spoaks of finighing her college edusation but there is
nothing specifiec that she wants except a vague desire to be a social

worker, This was motivated through hor acquaintance with one of the




medical socinl workors of the "RAs At the presont time she cannot

docide whother she wants to take an offlce jJob or to remain in do=
mestic work and save for hor future education, GShe had planned to
start school azain in February, 1044 but now she is not entirely sure
that she will do sos She has not made any effort to plck out a de=
finite sehool to attond, Jhe does not like to think about what the
future holds in store for her beeause her outlook is rather pe;ssi-
mistice She attempts, however, to make the best of the present
gituation and she feels that she is fairly sapisfiled, altho not
happye She believes that she is a person who W 111 never be satise
fied with the eonditicn she is in, Apparently she is trylng to make
adjustments to the resetilement program as beat as possibles Thore
is no serious personality disorganization apparent on the surfoce.
However, she admibby that she le just marking time at the present
time without attempiing to work for any definlte goals, IHer ideals
and expoctetions for the future are very vague, In this respezt she
is not unlike most of the resettled nisel who feel that thoy cannot
cope with all of the unforeseen envirormental problems which they
focl will arise, :

Chiye's story is recoprded in the following pages and it is
almost verbatim. She was very cooperative during the interviews
and willing to tell her story, However, she had some difficulty
in expressing herself, osome undersianding of Chiyve's personality
dovelopment and adjustments may be obtained from her own story of
her life. There are some zaps to be f£illed in but Wesse thls will
have to be obtained at later interviews and contaets, The writer
has encouraczed her to write up some account of the influence of
her childhood upon her present personality and Chlye vas very

willing to do this, However, she may not have the time or ghoe may




not do it unless she 18 presseds She was most anxious that the
writer would got her f£ull story but she statod that she had an in=
ability to sey it in wesmss conversation beocause her mind was all
middled up and she could not think clearly., She had some @iffi-
cuity in remembering past ovents, Her most vivid memorios was of
the good times that she has had in her soclal 1life, particularly at
Tulare assenbly cenbteri

"liy father came to the United States when ho was still in his
teons, Ho come all by hinse and I believe that it was around
1809, I don't lmow mmch about my father's background because I was
never eurious encugh to ask about 1t, Anothor thing was that I was
never that elose to him, I Lnow that he worked on the rallroads in
California for a short time, then he got a job on the Southern Fa-
cifie Ferries in sSon Franelsco Bay as a cooks At that time the
ferries were the only means of golng from San Franeisso %o
bgy and other arcas, Around 1904 my dad called mother over, o had
been married at a very young agoe im Japan, I think that the marriage

arranzed when he was only about 10 Dad never spoke much about

8 relatives in Japan but I think that the rc of the farming

oupe I don't romeumber what ken he v o fx I know that he has
aome rolatives over there because he has visited thom and written
to them over the priod of yoars,

'Dad was with the fopry company for many vears, He quit just
before his pension was due, Dad always had an idca that he wanted
to be an independent business man so that he put all
into & rifle business,s IHe strugglod along with this for a
in order to make a go of it but it floprede Ho Cidn't have any
monsy left so that he had to o working for somebody olss, He went

back to the ferrv cormany and worked for a short time but he was
- o




still dissatisflod,

“liy father thought that maybe he should try a new location in
order to get a fresh start so that he 1;10v6d to Mrosnoe There both
my mother and father worked on an estate, Dad was the earetalier of

he place while my mother did the houseworks Just before that, for
& short perlod my dad had opened up a restaﬁz‘zmt arx! bathhouse in
Hanford, DBut they had moved because the climate was not pgood for
my hoalth. I was rather sickly as a child, @@ After my brother
graduated from high school in Fresno we noved againg This time we
went to San Francilscoe The reason for that was that my brother had
plans to go to gollege so dad thought we might as well all move up
to the Bay area since he liked San Franeisco quite a bit, He worked
at varioug jobs lilie cooking and other things of thisg nature but he
did not have anything stoady to dos In 1988 we moved for o short
time (0 almut Grove and then we moved to Santa laria because my
brothor was ad entist by then and he thought that he would get good
business down Cthere since a lot of rich Japanese fermors and thelr
families wore living in that area, Iy dad worked as a farmer in
sSanta ilarla uatil his death in 1940, He had gone back te Jepan for
fourd= months just before that in order to have hisg book published,
After this was done he came b ack home and diled shortly afteres Dad
hed a pretty frustrated life because he was more of an intellectual

pergon and not sulted to a worker's lifes He nevor vas able to

,f” M "
achileve any of his mnggitﬂ.ons excopt for scme of the stuff he had

published in Japan, o had some recognition and prestige in the

Japanesc community hovre but that did not make any money for him,
"As far as I can reumcuber, I was more like an only child, My

brother was 12 years older than I and he was away at school most of

the time, Iy parents wore both working so that they did not have




-G

mich time for mos Ve lived in isolated spots so that I did not have
vory many friends to play with, I was very lonely as a child and I
remember how I used to play and talk to the animfils and to my dolls,
liy parents were too busy working Lo pay much attention to me, There
was never a close family spirit with us and my brother was almost
1like e stranger %o me., Vhen I had probloms of my cwn I did not have
gnybody to tell them to go that this mede my unheppy at times, Af'ter
we moved to Sante lario we had 2 13.&:10 moroe fanily lifes Iy brother
get up his practice there and I ‘;:at to Imow him a 1ittle boetter,
However, he is a very high strung rerson and a little difficult to

got along with,

Lv ded was the lord and master of the house in the old trodl-

tional Japenese way, He was very domimsering snd often he

his frustrations on the familyy I don't think I ever

happy becauge he was always worrying about something.

ested in politics and world affalrs

kmew quite a bit sbout Japancse politi

their 1.;;(35153.<.'!;3;:_a wrote YHona=buri'! - i

which is sarcastic and satirical in political ideas,

favored the Japanese politigal ic}:ear_ﬂ more than the American ideas,
Dad published one book in Jepan undor his pen name vhich was ¥Han
Bolmu', literally it means helf myself but it doesn't have rmech sonse:
liy dad felt that he had higher gims in 1life and he wae always dig=
satisfled becauge he had to be a gook and he did not got an educa-

tions That is the reason vhy he came cver to America in the fir

crfe
PEC

place but he never did pget started,
"Ly father was very pro-Japanese in his sentiments and; oh
boyy how he used Lo lecbure about the Shanghai Ineident an’ Japan's

justification for taking lianchoukuo, He was alwaye preashing

4
/




Jepan's side of things. I was too young so that 1t did not make too
mich of an imprescion on me, Dad was very disillusicned at the way
Anericans troated the Japanese immigrants, However, he was careful
not to belong to any Japaneso political clubs because he had a low
opinion of many Japanese hero also, I would say that one of his
groatect interest was in theo cause of furthering Japanese education
among the nisei, He was the one to start the drive for a languace

-

school in Alameda because he felt that the nlael would have to learn
Jepanese since there was not muich chanee for them here, I dldnt't
particularly listen to all of this and my father was like a stranger
to mos £ never confided in him and T dild not get te lmow him very
well, That elose fomily warmth Just did not exist for us, 4z a
result I was shy end wedw reticent as a child, I learned %o always
obey my perentz end I never questioned thelr authorlity, I did not
lmow that families were railsed any differently among the Ameriecans
because I had noW baste of that enyways IU was a natural
my family 1life to be like that and I thousht that all families were
-~

similar,

"y mother was the nervous type and che was very high strung,
liy parents did not get along too well ¢ tho they menaged to stay

with each other until ded pasced away, Thoy got into a lot of

gereps and arguments, and this had quite e vivid lLmprecsion upon my

mantal development as a child, It did not do me any good to seo my
parente flare into a violent and emotional argument, It would scare
me guite a bit end it wase most Litler experience,

"The fights in the family were largely due o personality
differonces, Illother nagged a lot and then dad would get angry and
they would bs off to another biltter fight, They never fought to the

degree that thoy wanted to separatej it was Just peraonality differ-
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to them, Decause of tholr pride they always lot on to their rolae
tives that the wore fairly comfortables I suppose they were mich
better off economiecally than thelr rolatives in Japan wholﬂad o
live with a lower standard of living than we did, V- did not have
any relatives over here at all, ly parents ked always had the idea
that they would éventually 80 baek to Japan but they keopp putting .
it offy OUnce my mother went back to Japan for two years but che
came back, The only time my father over woent back was in 1940
to publigh his book and Yo visit his relatives,s Ho hed an idea that
he would stay ihere and sond for the rost of the family but I “himk_
that he was a liutle disappointed with Japan af'ter being gone for
over 40 yoars, This did not change his opinSons thoughe Ky mothér
8till would like to 0 basck to the old country now but she has no-
body to take care of her unless my brother zoes back, HHe may do
that because he has lost everything over here,

iy mother was always o little Jagpanesy but she wes not too
strict with me, ultho she closely supervised a lot of my activities,
She let me do the same things that my girl friends did but they
wore the chmreh girlse She leot me go out to the dances cvnee in a
while if we all went in a group, I did not go ocut on a date with a
single person until after I went to colleze. This was when I was in

Loa Angeles and away from home,

{}Tm'lonoly childhood was duo to tho fact that we lived in iso-

lated spotse I was the only Japanese irl in several of the gramar
schools that I went toys Ab first tho Caucasian shildren seared me
when thoy crowded around me curlcusly, I did not like to go to
school for that reason and I became more reserved, However, I
gradually made & few friends and thev wore interected m in me be-
cause I was an oriental and a sort of novelty, But | never got te

make reoal good frlends with anybody becauge I had to ghift around




to o lot of diffeorent schoolas, L did ndt have any playmates after
the school hours. I hed to ammse myself by playing with the dogs
or dolls., I would zo swimming in the diteh by myself or go horge-

back riding. Onece in a vhile somo older children would come oOvVers

There was one nisel girl that Ibecame attached uo<“r she made some

dresses for my dollse She would also play the plano for me, I used
0 look forward to her visite and I felt lonely when she wes

aroundy >

"Aftor we moved Ho Hanford \\1 d a regtourant and my par

had to work hord all daye In the svening: they worlx
J

e P

od late
woere 50 tired when they finishedthat they did not have time
less to my own devices ../ went
next door boys vwho were
all around the little town like towboys and
There were not very nany Japanese in Hanfeord
malyy close '.-"riom..:;-.j A lot of it was my owm

-’\

particularly make any effort to creabe now friends, I was

the Japanese culture
but that wes beecause my pore: ¢ used
Japanese at home sinee dad wanted us TO
My fathor and mother could
it very much in our home, Theoy only used it for re sptourant vork.

oy can also read and write Baglish but I think they were a llttle

gself~gonsclous esbout using Englishe It was casier for them to
Japonese, I did not carve as I rather liked to speal: Japanece,
had learned it first and for a long btime I could speak much betd
Japenese than nglish, Then thought that if I used it quite
bit, it would help me to learn it betiers It got to beo a sort

habit and I don't see anything particulemrly wrong in spealking
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lovel since there was always enough food around the house te féed

us fairly well, Eﬁfbe:-: we moved to San Franciseo we were a little

bettor offy L started school thore again but I don't like to ro=-
member eboubt my school life because I never did like ity The kids
picked on me and thoy teased me quite a bit, AL a couple of the
achools I went to in Jan Frangleo thors wore a lot of nigel ltlds and
they wased me a lot too because I was 20 shye

"I only made omne cloge friend from my San Ffane i:i,c:::,.
and I 8btill wite lotitera to here e was a niscl and we were very
good friends during the time 4 was There, IHowover, L 4id malke
other friends who were not Japancgses Thore was a2 little French girl

S X g L TiRiraey R | T a . | d . o v @ 32
across bthe dtrect from e and I plaved with

had a Chiness girl friend at school,

heon my brother finighed his dental training he decldod
practleco among tho Jagpancsge farmers ground HAdsm Walmat

Groves The fanily went with him and I had %o g0 &

a short times I did not like it at a2ll because tho Japancse and

Chinese children had to go to & segrogated , ALY

the teaechers were Caucagsians and I did not like them very much

cause they thought they were too good, Fortunatoly we moved to
"

Qs o 4 ol e 'whissht v atEaren o A aenil e Waswe v ) i
santa #aria shortly afterwardo, ~Bdward wae more oy leas th

40" 3=

iy parents felt that since They had sacri-

to put him thru school, they sould noV¥ afford to take it casler
andt be his dependents, Uy brother assumed this responsibility a
robest about 1t because ho felt it was his duty,
wont where
"1 finished the elomentary school in Santa larle

ecntiimed on %o high sciwol, I becamo intorested

then and I got on several of the zgirl's class bteams,




of the high school gomes and I

agehools

e bit but I was not too inbtevested in

rather dneventful I don't

ol in our school,

gbout a hundred nis

I o aay

thoe nigei, 1 was o nix

had 1ittle in coumon with thems I

tences among the Caucasslan students

frionds, The nisei in our school did

they stuck Uogether as & ZI'CUpe That

gpeeially Interesting TO o,

ily scmool work was ebove average
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dents I majored in home econcmics and

interesting The Geachorg down theire were nore broade-minded and

thoy did not nall town teacher has,

Thore wore gboub theves, 1 did: haye mich

timo for oxtra-curricular actlvitles at school on account of my

GG

80 mogt of ny social lifc was among the nicel

had learned a little by nyeelf in the

country belong to the Japanese Students Club,

o

whae wore nisei, <._ rather eanjoyed knowing

alu 10

them andd thero was ‘ne follow that I went around with,

ided to cale
be doing som
- SUNEISYY wWas
e peop 1o were
loing domeatle
inferior posibtio: I did not
bosses always troesbed me an eguale,
tHat L vas o domociic workor,

but contiiumed on with my woricy

racial dige-imingtion gszainst the Japan~
tall about 1t a lots illost of the older

gxperisnce and OOy LNOW DOW 40 WaSy . 5

tazte cf recial déserimination vhen I was a young sir

first

in San Ffrancisco, OUnce come of my friends and I decleed to go to a
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swiming 1 . v the beash, Ve went up to the window %o buy a

not soll us ones I dldn't lknow why they
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"In bown the Japanase did mogt of tho service work like grogcors
‘here was a small Javanese secticn thore and
it was in the poor part of tom : Japanesc in town were not as
woll aff as some of tho penese fammers who nado a lot of money
wore rather wealth Ya lived right

RUA)

sther had ouite a few of

oWl anG I11om

o) iach & ) L game Dack Lo oaentg

enough becauge L was used

wor lived L 16 placo,
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agitiastion azaingt them 'a kept Yo our cvn 1little nisei groups and

we did not take part fery imich In what the Caucanslians di Howover,
we sought a lot of oub entertaliments uptown in the movies and cther
entertalumenty There wasn'y O petivity for anybody in Santa
ligpia, sinee 1t was only a swall 1 and J id not offor the reow=
creational advantacen
‘L belons
went to the mweetings once in a while b ¢ some of youlger
nisel would go end wo neet there d meke fviends or Just
tallky, Onece in a whi: J.0L would pub sone goeial acgivitios
never trie: find whatt the JACL reant, The resson

did not have any interos a the Ji2l wes that most of the mowmbers
wore in the married groups Thov were older and more sebtled downs
I did not have any intersct in polities anyway as I felt that 1t

would not affect mo very mmeh, I was just working along on my job




and I did not have any definite plans for the futuro,.

ovor think much about the fubure.

"I was not going around steady with any cingle boy

not thinking of marriage too mueh, liogh of tho

Jardie wore in no position to get merried

the better off Jopanose familiess I had

r unlags they came from

the balghakunin bubt Iwas azainst that

4 would plck my own husband or have
protty settled in Senta laria beeause
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and one
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80 we gradually dropped outby
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Y
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ondee +hip was exeiting for us because it

tony of our gmall town l1life, I did not have

overytalng butv 1 don't imow exactly whe

A - & -
was alvays afteor me and she wantad

i was just marking tlue and I had a vague sense

interecied in anyone yety While I

ity College, I met a nisel b

-

oy &

We kept up our corresgpondenco

-

home, ny father sunpeanted

A% o 40
that

" .
Py e |
VRGO

g iy = 4
—~ wrCA UL

youns nisel

I didnt't

as I was

in Santa

-l

ovoral

£ . 1
firured

o

L5 8

brother

1;'\/71

cuxMiad

w
¥

vl

8ro:
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as mch as I 1likod him, This went on and off for a gouple of yoars
until I wont home to stay in santa liariay in 1041, Then it gradue
ally faded out of my mind, I didn't have any other romanglc inteore
est altho a nisei boy, Frank, used to come around quite & bit, e
was honorably discharged from the Army after the wap
He used to comns over and several times he
was not soriocusly interested in himy I did not get interent
another boy until I got to camp. It was only naturel
the nisel would gradually pair c hoy were in
all around camp with a small group at first and Frani 1
pest that I had te tell him not to bother mo any moro.

mot another person at Tulare, Joe, and I
him nows I was not sericus gbout him until we
conters I woni arcund with Jdoe ell during
and at Gillay I still 2o around with him

4

chief reasons vwhy 1 came out Lo Chicagos

letters to cono,

"There were parmmtal cbjections to Joe butb
nother objected tec him on the ground that
the right person for n he felt that I should pick somebody who
had finighed his education and whoe was move established in s job,
dhe also thought he was oo poung for me. It is hard te  lek any-
body established these dave because ltsz.ri*;e‘Lano 1s unsettleds Joe has'
anbitions of his owm and he is going ¢ hool now e do# not have
any dofinlte

an getting aheac n in Doceuber, 1941

Just walting aroun: with nobedy in particular

future plans at all, ! I had given up the idea of

my c¢ollege work as I did uet think that it would be ny variteular
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bad idoas After all, if you are not wanted, why stick around, They
did not accept the nisel as Americans and they Just kicked us around,
lly sympathles were entirely for the Japanese communlty and 1 did not
like the way that they were being shoved around, I did not belleve
that they were such a dangerous threat to this country, I was dis-
illdsioned in this government for the way they did things, They did
not try to handle us as human beings, “‘They made a mess of overy-
things I was glad that Japan wes winning all those battles during
that times I think that the govermment just tock 1t out on us be=
cause they were losing the wars All of tho Japanese poople of Santa
ligria had sympathies for Japans Vhat else ecan you expeet when you
are pushed around? Ve did not have time to think about it very
mch and we were acting upon our emoticns because we were so o nfw-ad.
"The JACL did not say much exeept that they would cooperate
and hely the evagcuation to go off smoothly, They held weekly meot-
ings to tell us of the latest devolopments and the Japanese peeple
had to depend upon them because all of the announcements were chiefly
widtton in nglish and the older people could not umderstand without
having some interpretatione The JACL leaders were more like lssel
end Harry liyate (real name) and some of those othor leaders were
pro=Japen, Thoy were all working for the rich Japanese farmers and
they wore tied up with thom in everything so naturally they were more

sympathetic to the Japeness, Hy brothoer was one of the leaders and

he was ;retty'sbna and disugusted with everythinsz, We cou'd not do

anything but take ite Some of the Yapanese took eterrific losses in
equipment and vrororty, Hdany of them had erops planted but they
had to lose all thiss It was a terrible time for all of us,

"At first we did not know where we wouldb e cent and thers were

many rumors going around, We tried to get ready for any omersoncys
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Wie storod some of our things with the government and we life other
things with friendss Ve sold most of the bulky thingss 7The people
of Santa llaria were sympathetiec at that time but I don't lmow if
this was their real foeling, I think many of thom were glad to see
us gos The Santa liaria Chamber of Commerce made & resolution not to
let us ecomo back after we were in the camps That shows that they
did not want us, But wers only letting us believe that thoy were
sympathetic, The church people were our most loyal friends and

tlmjr got into lot of trouble for being on our aides They are still
working for us back there,

"They told us to take only what we eould carry but we took
asbout 19'undles with use It was not much compered to what some of
the other Japaness broughts I did not like the idea of going to a
camp as I kmew there would be no privaecy there, I figured that there

would be a lot of gossip and atheor unpleasant things going on with

people living so close togethors Pinally it was announced that we

wore going to be sent to Tulare.

"o loft Santa llaria on April o0, It was a beautiful day vhen
we started outs Al of the Greyhounds were lined up at the church
which was supposed to be our starting pointe, There were a lot of
gsoldiors, friends and curious people standing eround, +he newspapers
sent revorters down to take pictures of our parting, Ve had to go
by mubers and it was a sad partings Por the young people it was
exelting bccciuso they did not realize fully vhat was hap ening, The
issei, on the whole, took 1t very woll, Thqy were calm and composed,
and thoy were resigned to what was ha«_.-_lening. The nisol did not lmow
what to think. oome of thom were happy to go while others were very
sad and disillusioned,s It gave us all a strange fedling to leave

Santa ligria in those buases,




"The trip out to Tulare was rather pleasant and we had our
last Yook at freodom, On the way we stopred for lunch, The shurch
people had given us breakfast at the church and fixed up some lunch
for ure Ve got to Tulere asbout 4 in the aftornocn, It was drigeling
a light rain by then and this was a gloomy rcception for us, I was
tired fe» and feeling very unhappys It was disapprointing when I
saw the camp because the barracks were so deosolate looking, This
was quite a letdown for me, Some of the people lived in the stables
and they were more comfortable boecause the ntablos were more sturdiers
By the time we had finighed registration and gone to our barracks,
it was drizgling quite hard, %hat night we felt very lost and lonelys

“In spite of all of these discouraging sltuations, we picked up
our spirits the next day and set to work, Ue got our quarters all
arranged and tried to make the best of 1t. All of my friends were
out there to greet us so I did not feel so lonely after thats I
felt that at least I was not the only one in the same boat, Our
family composed of 6 people in all sinee it inecluded my brother's
family and his mother and father-in-law, <+here were 6 beds all
lined up in one unit and our room looked like a hospital dormitory,
We did not have any privacy and there was little room to move
arcound in, We did not fix up our place too much because we lmew
that 1t was going to be temporary,

“"After we got settled down a little, I began to get into other

camp activities-in order to keep my mind and body cecupied, I felt

that as long as I kept busy, it would lkeep my morale upes I think
that I was Just resentful sbout everything, Iy life before coming
to camp certainly wasn't the best that I desired, but I Just did

not like the idea of being schoved around like prisonerg, Tho Ja=-

panesc people incamp dild not sit around and mope but they got busy
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and made the best of 1t, [—‘l‘he people all got along well with each
other at Tulare and thore was A lot of social activities in order
to take up froe timo,

"Hogt eveninzs I did something as there was always some event
going one. I wont to the movles, talent shows or e¢lub mectings, I
also learned how to sot my halr from one of the nisel beauty opera=-
tors sinece thore wore no beauty shops in campe X also went to look
at judo matehes and if I had any sparoe time at home I would listen
to the eoncert hour on the radic, However,; I spent most of my tims
visiting friends and doing other soeial activiities, It was gll a
lot of fun and I took part in all of the important eventss I alse
went out for the girl's sport teams, I sterted to take out ballet

aneing and 1 get interested in it very much, I got to Imow Yuriko,
the instructor, very well and she wanted me to be her assistant
after #ae we relocateds to the WIA center, There was a weelily dance
at Tulare and I went to most of them, I also attended church overy
Sunday because I got interocted in singing end I joined the choir.
All in all, the Tulare life was o great s« #hirl and I onjoyed

it immenselye It took all of our worries avay from my mind, I have
more social life in Tulare than I ever I'u:u'; in Santa laria, That is
why I enjoyed it so mch. There was even a place to go swimnming in
canp altho it was in sort of a diich and only threo feet deep, I
geomed to fit into the life there eacily and my adjustments %o

fulape was much- cacier than what I had thought it to be, I did not

migs the outside too muech then beecause I was having fun end I did

not miss my Caucasian contacts, which were limited anyvza:rl

"I did not take part in eny of the politiecal activities at
Tulare, It was useless anyway, I did not bother sbout these probe

loms as I felt that it would be only a waste of time, The only
t
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W 2thing that I really resented was the barbed wire fences end the
. sentry box at every cormer. This made me fecl roctricted but it was
only in my mind,  Actually I felt free and I was having lots of fun,

"I made gquite a fow new friends bub I d1d not gbt to know many
nisei intimatelys It was a great oprortunivy to meot nisel becaune
we were all together in e limited space and weo Wereo all trying to be
friendly, I sterted going arocund with Joe obout then and I felt mmch
more abt eassé than I had been for a long timee I suproge I felt lesas
frustrated then before,

"ty firet job there was at the cantoen, I had a lot of fun at
this work alsel It was really not work for u end we ot to meet a
lot of people since the canteen was one of the soelal centors of
camp, Ve did not have too gpoat a varioty of things to sell and asome
of the families, especially with young children, had a hard time
getting the things they neaded . he most pepular itoms at the
centoon were sodas and clgaretiss, I werked in the
timo that I was in the ascembly center,

"Mhe administration had a good reputation there emong the
peorle and we did not have mich troubles I was well sabisfied wlth
thom except for a couple of ina:‘,.:i-.fi(mala' who worlked with the WOCAs
The Japenese there were veyy cocperatlve and we never had an serious
trouble botween groups because most of ‘he people were from the rural
district and thoy had kmown each other b.ef‘o:-?o.' le were Just like one
big family. There was some confliocts betwen the issel and nisel but
1t d4d not develop into anything seriocus until after we went to the
relocgtion campy, here has alw.ys been soue conflict between the
1ssel and nisel anyways I don't think that the camp caused this to

happens,

" did not give the outside mach thought once I got settled
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dovne I was more congerned with the development of camp lifes The
outgide was like something in the vast and I forgot about it bocause )
it had been unpladasant, It was more fun to think of the pleasant
things in camp and thore was no use in broodings I had no definite
plans for the fubture as I folt that I chould just go alongs, Elt was

no use to plan for the future thon because we didn't know what was

going to hapren to us, I didn't oven think of the possibility of

regettlement then. I was not eonecermed with the outplde, I 8611l
did not think much of the way the goverrmment was treating us, The
camp conditions were hard but we had to get used to them, The
peoplo did most of the im rovements in camp thru their owm efforts,
laturally thore were quito a few of the Japanese who were always
beofing about one thing or another, There wa- no

latrines and it took a long time for the women to

There wasn't any partitions in the showers either, At

food was very bad and there were many other uncomfortable

that we had to tolerate as best as we could,

"The war really did not strike close to home while I was at
Tulame, The camp activities teok up most of my time and I only read
the newspapers ocecasionally, I never 1i:§tene@. to tho news over the
radios In fact, the war still does not matter mich to me one way or
the cther,

"I wasn't any too glad when I heard that we were goingz to be
sent to Arigona-next, There were rumors that we were going to be
gent to a God forsalken country vhich was filled with snakes, reptlles
and dust storms, OUn top of that, we heard that there was a terrifiec
heat out there and the only folks thought that they would die off
like flles becausc they could not stand it, DUvervthing was exaguere

ated and pooqu goemed to bolieve most of 1t,
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Ellook back on Tulare with fond momories now., It was a very
hapry interlude in all waym.__] I liked Tulare much better than I
liked Gilas Uiy mind was freec and I didn't think mich abous any-
things /e started to pack for Gilla with gome sort of regrots and
also antieipation, I wondered what it was going to be likey I was
not scheduled to leave Tulare until towards the ond so that frionds
wrote back and told us about the heat and bad conditiony, I was
pessimistic besauge the veports were all ox igeratedy 1 Just ex-
pembtod thoworst end I went ;-1-3.9-30 with the expectation that I would
be there for tho duration,

"o went to Gila in spseial trains, It was a ter-ible wrip
beenuse evorybody was so crowded, Onee wo got into Arigona it wa
hot and almost unbearable, Ths trains were enclent and I think & e
used them during the Civil var, They had 1littlo gas lamps which
they 11t at night end the train moved like a snall, On top of all
that, some dumb train officlal turned on the heater at night and
all we ecould do was to feel miserablo 1 perspi It tock us 58
hours to make that never=to-bes@orgotton trip e were greeted by
a very hot sun vhen we got theres It soomed like 1t was in the
niddle of summer althoe 1t was Se wzb " It was a good thing that
we had gone thru the hot summer at Tulare 80 that we wore bbls to
take it a 1little better gince we were used to the heats The Arizona

heat was mmch worse tho,

['G-ila. vas a big disappointment to me., All I could sec was dry

desert with 1little white barraclks aticking up in the middle of it.
There was confusion all around, The camp was not finished yet and
we had to be careful not to f2ll inte the 1_.\ipo ditchos, here was
dust all arocund and we would sink in sbout 6 inshes overy step we

tmok, After rumning around in that heat the firg t day, wo had our




bags and other things brought to uzf»\ Uy family did not all live

together at Gila, DBoefore leaving Tularc, we had deelided that
mother and I would be separate while Ldward and his fomily would
live in their unit and his paronts=in-law would have their own place
also. It was bettor that way because wo clashed at times when we
wero all gtuck together in one room without privacys At first my

other and I stayed with some friends since it was required that at
least six people stay in ecach apartuent due te the crowded condiw
tioms there, 4c the other bLlocks were completed gradual shifts

and aef'ter a couple of months partltions were set up so

t eouples could have thelr own soparate quarters, The housing
departnent worked pretity hard ocn getiing the people satisfled but
they fawored most of thelir friends, Fortunately some of the Tulare

people were in the housing department andthey took cere of us pretiy

"Por a couple of month there were a lotu af open ditches around
the camp sinee the pipes were not connected, The bloek I moved into
at Pirst had no showers and we had to go all the way to the next bRod:
to the latrines, There were little bugs flying around at night end
that was very uncomfortable, e had no 1;‘.;331".33 in our blocks at

irst zo that we had to use candless However,; the eXectRicity was
turned on after a short time, I didn't do anything for the first
week or so I was there beeause the heat was terrifiec, In botween
we would get thoso dust storms and then everyocne would have Lo rush
and close tho windows o #lse we would have been buried with that
fine desert dust, Tho heat did not let up at night so that it was
difficult to sleeps I was very depressed during the first week or

i

s0 1 wae at Gila because 1 did not lkmow who I would be ablu to

stand theso gonditions for the duration of tho war,

-




"soon aftor that I decided that I had better de something To
get those off of my mind, I thought that maybe I ghould got a jJob.
I had plammed it all out before that I would help teach the ballet
eclasgsos with Yurilo, I went to the employment off'lce and s igned up
for this work, They told us to lock around for a logcation for our

Te hikedall over the camp looking at the various rec

v we selected the one in Block 65 begause it had The

floor, There were no wide eracks in it like many of the rec
halls had,

"There was one other girl who was working with us, Beverlys She

ghe was not Japanesys Yuriko also had a lot of

sion in Japan, We had many plans for the dance studio and we
started out very enthusiastically, We thought of partitioning part
of the rec hall so that we ecould have a dressing room and a cosvumo
gtudio, Howevor, the CAS director did not cooperate with us, ' There
was & lot of red tape to go thru and we had to run around the camp
from one perscn to another, Finally we got disgusted and decided to
give 'u; our plans for having a studio built in singce There was no
cooperation, Ve declded to cormprzt;u-a;:;: instead upon our lLeaching.

file went ahoad and scheduled a nuzber of classes which consisted
of boginninors right on up, Ve separated each group into age groups

-

ao that we could work with them easler, We had an evenins class for

adults and later on wo pave another class for motherse Af'ter we gov
well a.;bublik_;hed wo save classes for and that later developed
into a mixed dancing elasses On the whole, wo had a very good res-
ponge because the pecple in camp did not have much else to dos As
the winter drew noar, the people found many other activitles to go
to and go wo had to eliminate some of our night classes, e had over

100 atudents in all,




"Yuriko was the genoral director of these ballet classes, She

had quite a bit of experience, ihe had studied under one of the fore-
moast daneers in Japan. n the came back here she had attended
During the summer sho was the assistant director of the
college dances which thoy presented, Yurllo also performed soveral
times at Sigmund Stearn Grove in San Franelzco. cho had also waen
some donee sontests down southy Yurike was plaming to join ono of
the Japenese dancing troupes whieh toured thisg o unory but the war
cancelled all of this, Ghe had great plans for the ballet in canp,
e thought of develdping a trouwpe of our own, Yuriko said that she
would create a danco sboubt the whole acuation idea right thru from
Decs 7th as ghe thoucht it was a gx
ive and she felt t
in seeing center life thru those dances, Nothing over same of
idea because we were 00 pressed for time, Ve hed thought that we
ecould even tour the ecountry with a troupe of dancers after polng to
all tho campsg,

"lle put on soveral dance vecitols in camp, The Japancse did
not aprreciate modern dancing at fivet wany ¢f cthe issel rogarded
dancing as something low and we wanted '
danecing wo taught was oreative and eultural, You lmow !
aro, MNany of them think that Amerlean social danci:

b poople as 1t gets them Into trouble, We managed to o

some of this idea with outv first recital, We designed all of the
costumes and then presented the reeital to Camp T to show thom that
dacelng was an art, Yurilo created all of the dances hersclf, It
was woll received in Comp IThut 1t Wae a different story for Camp I,

When we went over there, the people did not appreciate 1t, "o were

disgusted when many of the young nisel started to whistle and hoot,




o decided that we would never porform bofore Camp I people again,
They were more coountrified over there and even moat of the nlsei
had never seen ballet daneing bofore gso that thoy could not appro=
clate its Thoy just did not have the taste for sueh things,

"in the meantime my mother kept after me becausc she felt that
I was not loarning anything constructive in ecamp, She did not like
me to concen‘a:a*:.@ my time on the business of danscing, Sho saldd
that there was no future to it, iy mother constantly kept urging
me to get into gomething where I could learn how to work in case I
over loft campe This was one of the reasons why I lef't the CAS de=

partment, Another reason was personality differences our teaching

had been brewing over gquite a long period of
came to & head around llarch, Bevorly and I just didmn't
ong with Yuriko because she had such a emperamental dispogile

he wanted to be the big boss and she troated us like dirt

under her foet Just because she had had some professional experience

and we were boginnerse Another thing was that her mother was a vory
domineering sort of person and she was very particular asbout Turilkots
frieonds, &Sho seted high and mighty around us as if we were inferior

T I :

to her family, Yuriko's step-father was the same way and he was the
one who took her out vo ma-y of the social activitles in order to
seo that she mot the right personss Yuriko even had many of these
attitudes and 1¢ finally got on our nerves so0 we quit working with
here I Just told her that I wanted to go into something else and
sineo Yuriko lknew that my mother didn't epprove of daneing she, did
not say anything, I felt sorry for Yurike afterwards because she
did not have any real cloge friends. ©She did not get along oo well

with her family eithery I lmow that she used to have many arguments




and who nagged her a lotes Yuriko just took 4t out on use But her
mothor would not change in her attitude toward us so we got tired
of 1te, After you live in close quarters with a person for a while
you get to know them inside out and gometimes you lose respects
"Irosted up for about a weok after I quit the job and then I
wont o the employment office, This was in Harch, 194&, There were
many oponings at the hospital so I got a job as a receptionist thore.
" girls had resetiled and the hospital was very short staffed,
The only thing I did not like about that job was that they put us on
different shifts, I had ©o work on the night shift and I did not
have much tlme for other things, During the day I eould not sleep
very well because of the healy It was a boring job and all we did
was slt in the hegt at the hospitals They did not put in coolors
here until after May, I stuck it out on this job for a couple of

monthe bofore I got disgustecd and resigned,

"A now chief nurse came ©0 the hospital from Hewail just about

thene oShe had been in learl Harbor on Decy 73 1941, She had vo=-
lunteered f'or the Red Crouss and they sent her over here, This nmurse
1ad 10 years'! experionce at the Sty Lukel's hosplital in Japan so that
ghe lmew the Japanese peopls fairly "\;11..1 She needed a seocretary so
that L got the jJob immediately wpon appliecation Bogides the secrew=
tarial work I also drove her back and forth to the Camp I hosrital,
I liked thia job the best of all becouse I did not have to stav in
- the office all the tvimes

"1 made quite a few friends at the hospital during the time I
was there, but none of them beeame real intimete frisndss The hog=
pital was like a mad house and the doctors were always griped about
scmething, Dr, Colller tock the place of Dr, Slosbhe as the die

reoctor ¢ ital and he was not liked very mich by the evacuee
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"f did not care for some of thoe "RA administratlon because we
hed unpleasant experiences with the CAS director who wasJewish
(lrs Goba)e Ho did not treat us right and I think that his racial
characteristics came out too much at timess I don't know why they
gave such a person the job as CAS director, At the begimning of
the camp 1ife some of the boys in the CAS asked him to buy come
paint brushes for them 80 that they eould fix up one of the recrea=
tional hallse They save him the money to buy the things in Fhoonix
but the boys never saw the paint brushos or the money either, You
can't trust a person llke that, can you? That is tho reason why
he got such a bad reputation, Then another time when we wanted to
build our ballet studio, he would not cooperate with us.l I pot a
very low opinion of the "RA because of what happenod thens They
kept passing the buck and all we got was the run around, Ve never
dia et our studio, There were many things like this that heppened
in the other departments and the adnministration did not function
smoothly because the people eould not com letely trust them, They
made a lot of prémises which were never carried outs They had %o

change the campy director soveral timos because they were not dolng

such a very good job, They didn't do any grafting or anything 1like
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that but they just did not kmow how to make the camp run smooths
The people btried to cooperate with them because they wanted better
camp conditions, but the administration did not have enough eonfi-
dence in them at first, Later on they realized that they had to
depend upon the Japanese Lo mako the camp run right,

"gome of the WRA staff was okay because they really tried to
understand the poople and their pradblomse HO";.-'GVOE': most of the
RA people in camp lkept their distance from the Japanese and they

did not eare to become intimate with us,




"The biggest excitement we had in camp was during the reoglse
trations. As far as I was concerned, there was cnly one answer to
put down and that was VYyes, yesVs I did not think that it meant
anything but there was no use showing our business too mch bocause
it would not get us any places, I did not try to influence anybody

one way or the other and I was not much intereosted in the whole re=-

gistration, I just figured that the only thinzg to do was tﬁﬁ—aign

up and that was ally, I Tthink that I am Just as loyal as anybody
olse but I could not help feeling bitter about gsome things because
of the way we were pusshed around,

"There were many arguments in camp over the reglstration becaum
nany of the people did not lmow how to answer, especlally the 1ssel
and the kibel, ©Some of them agitated a ainst the registration and
they were dragged out by the FBI, Iy brother went all around camp
recommending that they answer 'no' but he ended up by answering
"vos! himself. He was the chalrman of the ccmmmnity council and he
was opposed to the registration because he did not think 1t was a
fair thing. He was pretty bitter too,

"The majority of the issel .in camp did not approve of the re=
gistration but there was nothing they could do about ity They held
some block meetings and gspoke a:alnst 1t but nothing came of that,
They weére not too happy about the reglstration but they realiged
that it was best for them to answer 'vea's, llost of them were harme
less anyway, andthey were oprosed to the registration because they
were bewildered and it did not mean very mmeh to them,

"The kibei definitely were the double 'nos', Thoy tried to
make a big issue out of it in order to get all the people in camp
to protest against the registration but they did not succeed in

winning all the people over, It was mostly kibel who wore taken out




by the FBI, The nisei on the whole were loyale, DBub they were con=
fused tooes It seomed to be a big joke tc some of them because they
were asked to volunteer inte the Army after they were locked up in
a camp, However, they figured that they owed gsomething to this
country because they were educated here and they have known the
Jepanecse life. They wore brought up just like the other Americans
and they liked this country, Some of the nigel wore very bltter
because they had been treated differently and the Americans were %00
suspicious of them, They did not get the fair chance that they
should have had, liany of the younger nisel were influenced by the
igsol and kibei but 1t turned out all »ight because most of then
£inally answered 'yes' on the reglstration in gpite of the family
arguentse

"I thought that the JACL leaders were the most bitter onos in
carps I think that thelr sympathles roally were for Japan, bub
they try to say different, I know that before the war they were

influcnced quite a bit by the lssel and they definitely had sympa=

thies for the old ecountry, I think that this was true for guite a

fow of tho nisels In spite of all that, a% lot of the nlsel vol=
unteored fhyr the Army against parental wishes and dhey oaused some
trouble., Some of the niseil I know volunteered and their parents did
not even koow about it until they were ready to go into the Armys

"T didn't have raeh to do with the kibel because they were too
dogmatic ecbout thelr ideass There were some kibel that wore okay
and I got along with thems As far as the issel were concerned, they
more or less followed the leadership of the nisel after a while be-
gause thoy realized that the nisel were more powerful since the
adninistration was for them, However, they did not 1like to be bossel

around by the nisel. And you can't blame thom for that,




"The nisei were not too much concoerned with the wvarious
gserious problems, except for the older groups liost of the nigel
Just did not care and they did not do anything about its They were
more interested in their smell perscnal affairs, I guess the most
active nisel in camp were the ones vho were affiliated with the
echureh doingse I liked the niseil beecause they are human and I am
one of them, There are come nisel that I don't like but I don't
pay any attention to them, I like many of them boegause they have
common problems like I do, OUne thing I don't like about the nisel
is thelr tendency to group togethor and have cligquess They won't
get friendly toward any other nisei who does not belong to their
eligque, I think that this is rather narrow ninded, Another thing
is that the nisel are not aggreusive enoughe They are afrald to
use theilr initiative,

"In Gila I was not quite as bitter agalnst the American govw
ernment as I was 1In Tulare because I got to know a few of the TRA

staff personally and 1 saw that they were trying their best, Then

af
I algo mew that a mumber of the church groups on the outside were

sympathetie towards uss I also had times to remember that we had
many halujin firiends who were still with us,e There was a lot of
politiecal pregssure asalngt the Japanese &n Arigona and I was bitter
about thats e were not allowed to go out to buy things in the
Arizona stores because they made a law against its They sald that
they had to register us every time we bought anything, Usually
they did not want to sell anything to us, Later on I just blamed
the certaln individuals for having projudiced ideas and I did not
blame the whole country for this,

"I didn't give the war mich thought at any time, Iwas a fatal=-

1st and I figured that it did not concern me at ally, I didn't care




-

one way or thoe other anymore of the abouts I thought that the
sooner 1t was over,; the betier it would be for all the people like
us who had to suffer,

"I began to think more of resettloment when all the nisel
gtarted to leave campe I got leotters from my friends on the out-
glide and they kept urging me to come out, Ly boy friend also wrote
:ﬁ‘rom Chicazo and he saild U :.at 1t would be better for me out thero,
I had not completely made up my mind but one of my girl friends
approached mo and she suggected that we should go to Chicago to-

gother, I felt better gbout goling out then because I would have

gomgbody to go with, EI planned to go out and save some money and

then finlsh up my last two years in coll-:goj This was the first \V
time I had thought about finishing college for over a year, It

was thru the influence of lliss hipps, a medical social worker for
the "RA, who interested me in going on to school,

"I talked to my mother about rosettlement and she was very
sympathetioc, At first che was agalnst it but then gome of her
friends had influenced her and they told her that resettlement was
better for the young people, I made dofinite plans te go out with
llary then, However, we had several false staritao, ach time we set
a definite date, something would come up to dlsrupt our plans, It
wee usually llary who was delayed, She was working in the coat
accounting department of the inventory offices They needed her as
she was the cinly one who lknew about the work and she promised to
stay until that particular pilece of work wa over, However, the
work lasted longer than she thought it would, Finally, she finished
her work and then her mother told her that she had better rest a |
week bofore leaving camp because she had worn herself out by work-

ing nights in the cost accounting department, Ilay was still tired

(e




after the weolk was over so she declded to rest another weok, Then
we were all ready to go, but all of a sudden the VRA sald that the
trn;';spor'ﬁation funds had run out so that we eould not go out sinee
I did not have the money for the transportation to Chicagos That
is why I did not get here until sbout a month after I had intended
Lo
"Te peagson I decided to come to Chlcage was beecause all of

ny friends were out of camp and they told me that it was good out

here, I didn't know any other nisei in tho other cities where they

—

were resettling, (:.L felt also that if I stayed in camp mmch longer

I would deteriorate spiritually and mentally, I was getilng very
dissaticfied with the camp after all my friendes left and 1 knew that
I could not make any further advancements ':E.:o:ré. it was
ing time, I alseo hed decided to contimue my education. I thousht
that I would need more education because after the war it would be
hard for evor-j;ronn.j

"Men there was 1ittle or not family econnection to hold me in
campe L had been more or less independent for a mumber of years and
my family did not need me, There was really no tie to bind me at
all, Iy brother had his vwn family and I lmow That he would take
care of mothor, I did not know 1f he was going to resetile Qr not
because he always sald that he was going baek to Japan after the
ware Iy mother felt that I should go out also because she did not
think that I could get very far in camp, She sald that perhapas I
could got married easlior if I was on the outsildos

"I had put in an application with the American Friends Sere
vice hostel and they wrote baelk saying that I could stay there until
I found a jobe 7"he only roason I did not accept a jJob before coming

out was that so many of the halmujin ocmployers were disappointed




when the nisel workers quit after working only o short time, They
kept impressing upon us in camp that it would give the Japanese a
bad reputation if they kept doing thisy I dild not want to canse

a bad lumpression so I declded that the best thing to dec was to come
out here first and look around in order to see what I was gotting
into before I took a job,

"y girl friond and I plammed to take & job together. Ve
wanted to do some sort of nursery work, However, we decided before
we loft that if we could not got a jJob together, we would go se=
paratoly., e found out afteor we gobt here that nmursory work pald
very little so we decided to go into domestle work, fI had made
plans to work until spring (ldéé) before zoing to school in order
to build up a little reserve, I don't ever intend to fall back
upon my family for helps I have not made any applications for
gchool yet and I haven't deecided what %o do, I may not go
gghool at all, 1 ean't docide vets I will wrlte to Iirs,
of the WRA for advice later on if I do declde to go to school, I

gn interested in going

into soeial work after I graduate from

collepe, This is still a vague plan and 1 ecean't say for sure that

I am really going to do this because I don't lm w;fiﬁy sirl friend
out here are all urging me to take an offlce job ﬁﬁt Idc
£ 1111 do thats I haven't deelded yets It iz elther working

in an office job or else continuing on in domestic work
going to school, I don't know what will be better for mo;j

"Before I eam out, I talked to the employment office of the
IRA but they did not help me out, he only help I got from them
was the transportation e#8 fare, ﬁfhe Chicago WiA office did no
help either and I only went there onces They could not give me any

good leadss I was not too disap: cinted because 1 had heard from my




that the VRA would not help you very much, lost of my frionds did
not think very guch of the "RA and they told me %o go to the
American Frionds offices I was not very worried about getting a
Job because 1 had good recommmndations from my home town and this
holped my eventual acceptance heres I lmow that domeatic jobs
were easy to get anyway;j

"I had tentative plans with one of my girl friends for housing,
She offered to let me come in and live with her, Therve was room for
another girl in her apartments I did not commit myself because I
did not know for sure what I was going to dos. For a while I
thought perhaps that I would be living out but this did not work
out, Iy friends helped me quite a bit beecaunss they told me all
gbout housing and job offers and they also told me about places
where 1 ecould o for helps

"1 got to Chicago on Aug. 2lst, and I went directly to the
nogtel with my ghrl friend, I was expecting the worst so I was
not disappointed when I first saw Chieaco, lMary was speehless when
she saw such a dirty clity and she hated it here, However, she got
used to 1t after a few days, After I rested up a couple of davs I
began to look for a jobe The ﬁr;ends helped mo out a great deal
and they were always very kind, They made us feel at home in the
hostels <‘hat is why I did noet have any particular fears or anxic=
tios about what I was golng to do,

"llary and I just went out and started lookins It
was a lot of fun end rather exciting, e did this for asbout a

weock and wo found out that we could not get a Job together so we

decided to po on our own, Finallykyh. lickee of tho American

Friends office referred me to a domestiec job for lira, Lovinzs,

then I went there I was well imyressed with her so I deelded to




talze the jobe I moved out to the Levings residence at the end of
my first week or so in Chécagoe I had gone out on about eicht jobs
leads in ell but I didn't like the conditions of the work or the

lccation of the homes or elze I did not like the prospoective em=

]

ployer so I did not accept any of these offersg,/

-~

»

“I get (20 a weok in my job now, [very Sunday is my day off

-

end I also get every other saturday afternoon offy I also pget
Thuarsday and Saturday evenlings off, get plenty of time off so I
am patisfied, Iy ddtiocs are to take care of a lée=months old c¢hild
and t0 keep her healthy, The housing and the laundry is done by
the other help in the homeo, 1 just cock for the baby and lirs,

Lovings does the ecooking for the rest of her family or_ else she

ordors 1te I like the Jjob falrly well and I got along nlcely with

+ )

my bosoe ‘] Sometimos I got bored when times hangs on my hahdas, I

usually work from 7:30 in the morning until 7130 at nights AL lot
of this time is spent in watehing the baby sinee there is nobdy home
during the day, In bhe afternoons I usually taks the baby out to
the park, liy employers have not imposed upon me yeot and they troat
me okays -They don't bother me rmech sinece they are away all daye
Things are left wp to mel.;- Both of my bo:‘;.se:;- are in gome kind of
radio work,

"L heve not gone to church since I have besn cut here, I read
qulte a bit nowe I think I read more than I have ever done before
since the Levings have u large collection of books, I also write
quite a fow lettors and do needls work in my spare time, lost of my
free time 1s spent in visiting ay girl friendss OUnece in a while I
go slghteseeing around the ciltys '"henever possible I go dowvnbtowm

for shopring or else go to plays or moviese Iy boy friend is out

hore so that I goe out with him on dates rather freqguently, He is




going to school now and he does not have time to o out too much,
I don't know what our plans are because the deeision for narriase
is up to Joe, I haven't given muech sorious thought to marriage, I
don't know how it will turn out, DMNost of uny friends out here are
nisel, OCeccasionally I drop around to the hostel to ses if any more
of my friends have eome to Chicago, I haven't particularly made
any new nigel friends yoet, I haven't made anv Coueasian frionds,
and I do not go to any of the teas or soeials which the Y/CA and
other organizations offer, I go around mostly in a group of sbout
five nisei girl friends and with Joe, All of my zirl friends are
doing office work and they are still wrging me to take an outside
Job 1like themn, may do i1t eventually, depending upon how my plans
for school burns out,

"I don't miss the nisei soeclety at all nows I think that 1t
15 better for them Lo assimilate if they can, A'lde of my frionds
tell me that the nisei are lonesome. I suppose they aro, After
being in large camps with a lot of other Japanese, I think thet I
am fairly satisfied with a fow of my eclose nisel frier 8 I don't

care for large groups anyway,

L"I an not exactly erazy about Chicazo but it will do for the

present, If they allow us te go back to California, I would gos I
ecould go back to Santa laria and work in my old job there. It won't
be a good idea to have & large Japanese commmnity any more as it
would draw attention upson us as a2 race, If that haprens you would
have the same thing hap ening as before the war, There ig less
raclel diserimination i1 the Japanese spread out morn;g I suprose

it is ineviteble for those who ean't depend uvon themselves to make .

adjustments ©¢o mix only with other niseiy There will always be

certain group whc will herd together and you ean't ston that, They




ghould try to get away from that idea tho,
"1 em falrly satisfled with my present situation 28 I do not
have much goals to look forward to, I suppose my oventual goal is

marrlage like all girlse I am just sort of marking time right now

& ehe

and walting around, You can't plan toe mch for the future anywavy

"If my famlly does resettle, I suprose that I would go
theme Howover, ny brothor may decide to stick it out
the duration, IHe may go bask to Japan after that,
hink that I would go with him,
me demeoeraey is just an ideal and it
to be just as ai ult for the nisel afte
it would make = t of difference if Japan shoufké loso
vare ‘hen we will be ina p tlon similar to a man without a
countrys I suppose that I don't want any cne particular country to
win the wars hat I would really like tosoce would be some sort of
aceful negotiation vhere bYoth countriecs would be datisfied and
neither would be defeated,
This Amerlecan citizenship idea did not work out so well for

the nisei altho I took uy els,'zo nship for granted before tho war
and I did not think that we would over be rushed avound 1ike this,
I suppose that citizenship will help us in some technicalities but
i am not sure any more, I haven't come up egainst any unpleasante
ness out here in regard o my eitizenship and I \10:':" ¢ think i1t makes
mich differences I feel that I am as good as enybody ol
have dual ocitizenship now

"1 think that eventually the government will close the
They will probebly send meny of the Japanesc baek to Japan,
know what will become all the issei who are old, They are too old

to work nowe I just don't kow what ias goins to hapren %o them,
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CH#16 (Chiye Yamszakl, psued.)
liiyamoto comments on Charlie's docuemtn
_ October 23, 1843

In reading this case I have the impression of a girl who sup-
presses much of her overt expressions of feelings, emotions, de-
sires, and ambitions. The accounts of her childhood, in which she
mentions her natural shyness, the frequent movements of the family
into areas of limited social contacts, as well as of her father and
mother's conservative and unsocial attitudes, offer some understand-
ing of the basis of her solitary life and her later development.
There is evdience that her personal will was subordinated to the
will of her parents, especially of her father, One suspects that
her self suppression so affected her that she became unable to iden-
tify her own ideas, emotions, memories, and feelings. That is, she
has so effectively quashed her own tendencies of self expression so
that she can no longer identify what those self impulses were, The
picture of her mind that one gets is that of a stream of images in
which anything that is contrary to her parental will is automatical-
ly censored and discarded. The one instance of exception was in the
choice of her marriage partner in which she rebelled against varental
authority. It would be of interest to know what her life of fantasy
has been, and is now; what did she tmagine her dolks and animals to
be as she talked to themj and what did she talk to them about?

Suppression of self feelings is not uncommon among nisei, al-
though it is generally not in the degree that is true of Chige's case,
Some of the nisei's inability to expr ess themselves clearly and de-
finitely, to hold and act upon indepenfient ideas, and the general
vagueness of their mental 1life, is probably treceable to this chhar-
acteristic training of their personality. The hypothesis may be
of fered that independent thought and expression has a difficult
growth in Japanese society as a whole---in Japan as well as in Ame®
ca---because Japanese culture tends to suppress individual self
expression. The psychological problems created also affect the
problem of assimilation for adaptation to American society presumes
presumes personalities that are individualistic, expressive, and
Eolg enough to enter into the give and take of American social re-

ations,

(ps. 5) Chiye expresses the feeling that she can never be wholly
satisfied with life., This condition of continual dissatisfaction
may be explained by: (a) her posing of aims and ideals that are too
high to achieve, (b) her not knowing what she wants and therefore
her not knowing when she's got something that may lead to satisfac-
tions, and (c¢) her inability to enjoy anything in 1life because of
basic psychological difficulties of frustration and anxiety that
color# all her activities, Or her continued dissatisfaction may
result from a combination of any or all of these possibilities.

On page 6 it is indicated that her father was continually frus-
trated and dissatisfied with his accomplishmentsand there is evi-
dence that the parent®s project their frustrated ambitions into
thelr children. On page 8 there is indicdkion of the father's ten-
dency to worry a great deal., Children quickly learn to reflect
parental dissatisfaction and worries, and Chiye was probably sen-

sitive enough to pick up this state of mind in her family environ-
ment.

By contrast with American society, there seems to exist in
Japanese society less ability to7B4®¥ through informal and imme-
diate channels. 1In a sense one might say that there is a more
serious, pessimistic, tragic and fatalistic attitudd and atmosphere
that pervades Japanese society than in the case of the American;

in the latter society there is more tendency to make any occasion

an occasion for enjoyment and satisfaction. In a sense one might



more definitely than Americans
say that the Japanese divide their world intg7the area that is for-

mal and werious and that which is informal and for pleasure. The
existence of special agencies for pleasure such as the tea houses

nd geisha girls, the arts, and special sporting events would seem
io s%ppont %his ;iew. In the Japanese cammunit%es of America a

somewhat similar situation seemed to develop, In general, family
life and occupational situations were considered serious means by
which future aims and satisfactions of economic¢c abundance and status
goals would be realized; they were not specifically areas of ex-
perience and immediate satisfactions as tends to be more the case
with Americans,

I suspect that there is more of a tendency on the part of

Jap anese parents than among American parents to project their am-
bitions to their children., This tendency is obviously present in
the Yamazaki family, where the parents are even willing to move
around for the sake of thelr sonds career, There is 2 cultural
basis for such psychological projectsions for there tends to be
more significante attached to the family name among Japanese than
among Occidentals, and the family is conceived of as extending
over a much longer span of time than in the Western world. The
identity of the parents with their chiH ren, aspecially of male
children, is closer than in families with loose identification,
and the parents have more at stake in the career of their children.

(pe 8) It is indicated that the parents were so busy earning
a living that they were unable to pay much attention to the life
of their children, at least of Chiye., On the West Coast, Japanese
immigrant parents often thought nothing of working twelve to fif-
teen hours a day on their farms and in their small shops, and it
seemed quite evident that their association with their children
must be restricted., It is possible that this limitation of asso-
ciation within the family may have had its influence in decressing
affectional relations within the family and of increasing the con-
ception of, especially the father, as a provider, worker, and strang-
ér. On the other hand, the family often lived at the place of work
or called their children into participation in the family occupa=-
tion at an early age.

(p. ) The father in the Yamazaki family, according to the
document,has a low opinion of the immigrant Japanese in America
and therefore did not associate with them to any extent. 1 have
heard many instances of certain families that look down upon the
general immigrant popultaion and thereofre sk isolate themselves
from the rest of the Japanese society in America. It would be of
interest to know whether there was any mspecial type of Japanese
that thus isolated themselves, as in the case of the "allrightnicks",
and whether there was any pattern of adjustment that characterized
this group.

(Pe 9) There were apparently many instances of conflict be-
tween the issei parents of the Yamazaki family. Conflicts of this
kind may have been much more prevalent in Japanese families of
America than those in Japan., If this is the case, the emancipa-
tion of Japanese women that goes with the adoption of the American
way of 1life may have been a factor contributing to such conflicts.
One gets the impression that the Japanese family tends to be held
together more by formal socisl sanétions than by individual agree-
ment, and it also seems that the Japanese society developed insti-
tutional means by which to maintain the solidarity of the family

and to keep sublimated any tendencies toward overt expressions of



conflict, ' However, the reconstructions of Japanese society in
America may not have provided those institutional agencies by
which conflicts were sublimated in Japan, and it would have been
necessary for individual families to work out means by which the
conflicts could be side-tracked of removed, One thing, many of
the influences that disturb the femily in Japan, such as the tra-
ditional tea houses and geisha girls as well as the vigilant pre-
sence of the jealous mother-in-law and the rest of the in-laws,
is not present in America. Moreover, the Japanese families in
America were bound together by the social and economic necessity
to maintain itself as a unified operating group.

This is all speculation, but it would be of interest to know
whether some of these "hundhes" on the Japanese family in America
did not have some basis in fact.

(p. 8) The penname "Han Boku® (half myself) which Mr, Y.
adopted in writing of his political views probably had more mean-
ing than Chiye realizes., I judge that Mr. Yamazaki was referring
to that part of the self that was really expressing itself in
his writingsy the other part of the self was the one that remained
attached to America because of the need to maintain his family
there, I wonder if there were not many more "Han Boku's" among
the issei in America, with basic sentimeatal attachments to Japan
who continued to remain in America because they had no other
alternatives Of course, this is not to say that the dissatisfied
part of lr, Y's., self could have gained any bettwer realization
in Japan.

(pp. 14617) Chiye's adolescent years seem to be one of ex-
tremely circumscribed experience. There seems to have been very
little in her experience that excited her interest., If she were
whlling to do so, she ecould probably tell a great deal alut her
imaginative life throughout those Years. There are some individuals
who can make life interesting for themselves even if their area of
movement is limited, but Chiye was certainly one of them,

(p. 17) Chiye says, "I was always aware of racial diserimination
against the Japanese because my dad used to talk sbout it a lot,"
My observations would lead me to believe that the more Japanese
a nisel is, the more likely he is to be conscious of his race and
of its mwbordinate position in this country. '
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Miyamoto comments on Charlie's docuemtn
October 23, 1943

In reading this case I have the Impression of a girl who sup~-
presses much of her overt expressions of feelings, emotions, de-
sires, and ambitions, The accounts of her childhood, in which she
mentions her natural shyness, the frequent movements of the family
into areas of limited social contacts, as well as of her father and
mother's conservative and unsccial attitudes, offer some understand-
ing of the basis of her solitary life and her later development,
There is evdience that her personal will was subordinated to the
will of her parents, especially of her father, One suspects that
her selfl suppression so affected her that she became unable to iden=-
tify her own ideas, emotions, memories, and feelings, That is, she
has so effectively quashed her own tendencics of self expression so
that she can no longer identify what those self impulses were, The
picture of her mind that one gets is that of a stream of images in
which anything that is contrary to her parental will is automatical-
ly censored and discarded, The one instance of exception was in the
cholce of her marriage partner in which she rebelled against parental
authority. It would be of interest to know what her life of fantasy
has been, and is now; what did she fmagine her dolls and animals to
be as she talked to themy and what dild she talk to them about?

Suppression of self feelings is not uncommon among nisei, al-
though it is generally not in the degree that is true of Chige's case,
Some of the nisel's inability to expr ess themselves clearly and de-
finitely, to hold and act upon indepenient ideas, and the general
vagueness of thelr mental 1life, is probably traceable to this chhr-
acterlstic training of their personality. The hypothesis may be
offered that independent thought and expression has a difficult
growth in Japanese society as a whole===in Japan as well as in Ames
ca-~--because Japanese culture tends to suppress individual self
expression. The psychological problems created also affect the
problem of assimilation for adaptation to American soclety presumes
presumes personalities that are individualistic, expressive, and
Eolg enocugh to enter Into the give and take of American soclal re=-

a.t ons

(pe 8) Chiye expresses the feeling that she can never be wholy
satisfied with life, This conditlon of continual dissatisfaction
may be explained by: (a) her posing of aims and ideals that are too
high to achieve, (b) her not knowing what she wants and therefore
her not knowing when she's got something that may lead to satisfac-
tions, and (¢) her inability to enjoy anything in life because of
basic psychological difficulties of frustration and anxiety that
colors all her activities, Or her continued dissatisfaction may
result from a combination of any or all of these possibilities.

On page 6 it is indlcated that her father was continually frus-
trated and dissatisfied with his accomplishmentsand there is evi-
dence that the parent™s project their frustrated ambitions into
their children. On page 8 there is indicd&ion off the father's ten-
dency to worry a great deal, Children quickly learn to reflect
parental dissatisfaction and worries, and Chiye was probably sen-
sitive enough to pick up this state of mind in her family environ-
mente .

By contrast with American s iegy, there seems to exist in
Japanese soclety less ability to?ﬁ ? through informal and imme-
diate channels, In a sense one might say that there i1s a more
serlous, pessimistie, tragic and fatalistic attitudé and atmosphere
that pervades Japanese society than in the case of the Americanj

in the latter soclety there is more tendency to make any occasion

an occasion for enjoyment and satisfaction, In a sense one might



more definitely than Americans
say that the Japanese divide their world into/the area that is for-

mal and weriocus and that which is informal and for pleasure., The
existence of special agencies for pleasure such as the tea houses
and gelsha gilrls, the arts, and special sporting events would seem
to suppost this view, In the Japanese comunities of America a
somewhat similar situation seemed to develop. In general, family
life and occupa tional situations were considered serious means by
which future aims and satisfactions of economic abundance and status
goals would be realized; they were not specifically areas of ex-
perience and immediate satisfactions as tends to be more the case
with Americans,

1 suspect that there is more of a tendency on the part of

Jap anese parents than smong American parents to project their am=-
bitions to thelr children, This tendency is obviously present in
the Yamazakl family, where the parents are even willing to move
around for the sake of thelr sonds career, There is a cultural
basis for sueh psychologlical projectsions for there tends to be
more significante attached to the family name among Japanese than
among Occidentals, and the family is conceived of as extending
over a much longer span of time than in the VWiestern world, The
identlity of the parents with thelr chil ren, aspecially of male
children, is closer than in families with loose identification,
and the parents have more at stake in the career of their children.

(pe 8) It is indicated that the parents were so busy earning
a living that they were unable to pay much attention to the life
of their children, at least of Chiye., On the West Coast,Japanese
Imnlgrant parents often thought nothing of working twelve to fif-
teen hours a day on their farms and in their small shops, and it
seemed quite evident that their association with theilr children
must be restricted, It 1s possible that this limitation of asso-
clation within the family may have had its influence in decreasing
affectlional relations within the family and of inecreasing the con=-
ception of, especially the father, as a provider, worker, and strang-
er, On the other hand, the family often lived at the place of work
or called their children into participption in the family occupa=-
tion at an early age, .

(pe 2) The father in the Yamagaki family, according to the
document,has a low opinion of the immigrant Japanese in America
and therefore did not associate with them to any extent, I have
heard many instances of certain families that look down upon the
general immigrant popultaion and thereofre sk isolate themselves
from the rest of the Japanese society in America., It would be of
interest to know whether there was any =mspecial type of Japanese
that thus isolated themselves, as in the case of the "allrightnicks",
and whether there was any pattern of adjustment thet characterized
this group,

(Pe 9) There were apparently many instances of conflict be-
tween the 1ssel parents of the Yamazaki famlly., Conflicts of this
kind may have been much more prevalent in Japanese families of
America than those in Japan, If this is &he case, the emancipa-
tion of Japanese women that goes with the adoption of the American
way of l1life msy have been a factor contributing to such conflicts,
One gets the impression that the Japanese famlly tends to be held
together more by formal soecial santtions than by individual agree-
ment, and 1t also seems that the Japanese soclety developed insti-
tutional means by which to maintain the solidarity of the famlly

and to keep sublimated any tendencies toward overt expressions of



conflict, However, the reconstructions of Japanese society in
America may not have provided those institutional agencies by
which conflicts were sublimated in Japan, and it would have been
necessary for individual families to work out means by which the
conflicts could be side-tracked of removed, One thing, many of
the influences that disturb the famlly in Japan, such as the tra-
ditional tea houses and geisha girls as well as the vigilant pre-
sence of the jealous mother~in~law and the rest of the in-laws,
is not present in America, Moreover, the Japanese families in
Amerlca were bound together by the social and economle necessilty
to maintain itself as a unified operating group,

This is all speculation, but it would be of interest to know
whether some of these "hundhes" on the Jspanese family in America
did not have some basis in fact.

(p. 8) The penname "Han Boku" (half myself) which Mr, ¥,
adopted in writing of his political views probably had more mean=-
ing than Chiye realizes, 1 judge that Mr., Yamazaki was referring
to that part of the self that was really expressing itself in
his writings; the other part of the self was the one that remained
attached to America because of the need to maintain his family
there, I wonder if there were not many more "Han Boku's" among
the issei in America, with basic sentimemtal attachments to Japan
who continued to remain in America because they had no other
alternatives Of course, this is not to say that the dissatisfied
part of lr, Y's., self could have gained any bettwer realization
in Japan, ‘

(ppe 14@17) Chiye's adolescent years seem to be one of ex-
tremely circumscribed experience., There seems to have been very
little in her experience that excited her interest, If she were
whlling to do so, she could probably tell a great deal awut her
imaginative life throughout those years, There are somé Individuals
who can make life interesting for themselves even if their area of
movement is limited, but Chiye was certainly one of them,

(pe 17) Chiye says, "I was always aware of raclal discrimination
against the Japanese because my dad used to talk sbout it a lot."
My observations would lead me to belleve that the more Jspanese
a nisel is, the more likedly he is to be consclous of his race and
of its webordinate position in this country.
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add to Ch-lé

Thie eveniug 1 went down to vigit C herle (Ld-1l6¢) snd to make a
follow-up on her sctivities since 1 have ﬁot seen her, except briefly
during the 128t jear and 6 monthe. Cherie is still workinmg in the .
seme domestic Job &8 a gofcruosa for a child., &¢r anpioyox are voth
conueeted with the racio atation. Ihis 1ls the only job thst Cherie
hes held during her pexlod_of receltlement, snd spperently she ll.
fairly sotisfied with it., T[he hours sre loug, btut the work is not
oifficulit since it mainly invoives the care of the young girl in the
house. Ler employ:re used to live on the‘Evnth ~ide, but they moved
Lo North Michigsn 4ve, sitoul a year sgo. lhe apsrtment is logsted in
2 sjusre right in the center of the more fashionable shopring dle-
trict. <here isn't teo much :gc apartment sitho it is supposed to
heve s bohemisn atmosphere. The apartment conglets of a room about
40 x 60 reef. The celling ie about £0 feet up in the sir snd Cherle
enid it gave her an inferlority complex, «t one end of the room
there is & etalrvay lesd ing iluto sn open bedroom. Cherie amd the
baby occupy Uhe lower half of this sleeplug section ﬁnder the sLair-
woye 1t is the craziest spartment that 1 have ever seen. Uff to
one side they had & fairly #izeable kitchen.

Cherie secme to have developed her personality auite a bit altho
she still has some temdencies to be & bit with&rswn. Later in the
even ng she Lecsme more sntimeted and free in her conversaticn. The
fact thet her maerrisge problem has veen solved no doubi contributes -
‘to the minimizing of her defensivenese., Cheriec wee meiried earlier

this year, and "'it wes a complote surpriee to me too.” ©She had been

going around with Joe Naxsyoma since Gils vut there has been a con-

glderable amount of varental oprosition. It was s matier of one
family toinking that the other family wae not pood enough for it and

therc was als0 some oﬂjeetiou boouuao'Cheito is a blt older than Joe
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and one set of parents thought that his educatlon would be intes-
rupted. The conflici had veen going on for over £ year? snd that's
why they finslly eloped and .told the parente leter, Vherie is very
e#led that they got married beec: wee she @eid thet she was the last of
her eroup to get 8 husband, exénpt Yurike smemi;s.” Yurike Ameniya
is = very sttrasctive Libei sirl who ig dancing in Herths Gireham's
trcupe in dew lork at tLhe present time. Cherle seid that she vigited
luriko on her recent trip to New York snd luriko told her that ghe
preferred to stey with the “raham srouvpe despit: a couple of offers
from “rosdway producere, There seems 10 be juite a rape for oriemtal
dsncers in Lhe “ast aince Sono Ussto has msde such s auccess, Cherie
8sld that she's mel ~omo Useto and wae quite surprised to find that
8he. wae not as attrsctive ms her pletures made her appear, This Yew
Iork snd Washington trip has been the grest cvent in Cher's 1ife
8lnce her rerettlement becsuse she got married st that time. She
talked s grest dpal about her adventures during thie trip. Cherie
sald that her life at the present time is much more settled bocause
she is Jjust waitineg for her husbend to come back from oversess. ohe
wanted to hﬁvo & ¢hild retocr badly, but tnosé plane d4id not work out
and now she feels that perheps it wae for the test @ince things are
80 uncertain, Cherie was only able to spend four deye with her hus-
band on her honeymoon before he wes shipoed overseas,

Cherie mentloned that she enjoyed very good relationshipe with
her Inplaserl'uud they trested her like one of the family. 2he eald
that she hed tried to get “eorge 4Akahoshi (Ch-58) a 30h.ll a redio
annoutcer through her employers. ilr. Levins had been definitely in- '
terested 0 thal he took George over to the station where sn swiition
wae given. 4heu it was discovered that thioagh some sort of diseri-
alnatory regulstion of the FCC, oriental could not broadeest ses x

commercisl aunnouncers. George wad advised to go to the OWI to do
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propagends work, obut Usorge felt that he did vot know encugh of the
Japencse langusge B0 he retnrnad‘to his Job with the War Laboé Board.
Cherie se1d thet she had goni through gchool with George in Sents
Meria and he was juite wild in high school. This corresponds to the
8tor; which George tol@ me himeelf, ©“herie told me quite s uit about
George whiech coixouponded to his iife stor;. Cherie thinks thst she
might return to valifornis but her future 1§ most indefinite ss it
will depend upon her husbsnd'as return frog the Army. OShe and Tosile
got togetherx iaut night vecausge they heard some kind of rﬁnor that ‘
Cougress was going tc passe a blll to zllow service men's wifes o go
to the zone of occupation 8 they would probatly be overseas for €
more yesrs! Toshie snd Cherie didn't know whethez thie was true, but
they wanted to make plaus anyway.’ i thoweht it was a pretty wiléd
rumor and there is no basis to 1t eince the living conditions in Bxxm
Europe wee vely disorgs ized now gnd toe Army has enough to do with-
out being respounsible for s lot of service men's wives,

Cheri's comment aboit her sctivities during her last year and a
half are quoted verbstim in the followinz pages;

"It hardly seeme that L have been on thie job for about 2 yearse,
Thia wae the tqut job that 1 took after 4 left enﬁp and 1 have been
with it ever since. fhnra'lun't_mueh I can say stout my Job adjust-
mente siuce you interviewed me late in 194, becsuge things have not
chonged much. “e d4ld move down Lere to Michigen Ave. last spring as
the other apasrtuwent got too smsll, My ad justments in this job has
Leen ae neer perfect ss 4 cen hope. My employers have been very con-
elderate of né end they treat me llke one of the family. They belong

0 a =ort of Bohemien group BO that they do not arsw clses lines

closely. #henever they have large pvarties, I am expected to be one
of the group snd not sct like a servant. Wy reel position here is

Y 8 governese for the uaby so that this ha:‘a_littlo more prestipe 7

\
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than being juet 2 domestic wozker. ~

"I haven't thought or quitting thia Job in all the time that
1've teen here altheo now and them I get feeling a litile tied down,
However, it is a very comveunient Job and it doesn't exhamet me. 1
get every Thureday snd Sundays off and quite s few Saturday afternoons,’
Many times 1 take additional time off if I have to do something espe-
cial., During the day I cen always take Sandy (the davghter) downtown
with mex to go shopping. My employer gives me & free hand with the
child and they have the greatest of confidence in me, If I ever men=-
tion anything that remotely hints sbout leaving, lhey get 80 scared,
i've received & raises in salaks since L have Leeun working here 8o
tiet 4+ have Leen able to save guite .a it of monmey. l

"Lately 1 heve been thinking sbout leaving this job this winter.
it 1BAnet because i am dissatisfled with it at all., I juet hsve to
help my mother resettle and I don't want her to come to0 Chigago., If
poseible, we will g0 vack toldallfoxnla. 4 haven't made any definite
plang yet, tut I will heve t0 g0 back to camp and talk it over with
thé femily, 4if I go to work egein out in Cslifornia, 1'll protably
be a governees., I feel that thie is Just aIVRDOd a8 Job &8 2ny and I
am able to eern more money in it. JPuring the firet jear I was out
heie in Chicspo, I haed great amibition to céntinne with my education
and go in for sociology or socisl work. I took night elasses at
Northwestern Univeraity for almost s yeerd Then last Xmss 1 quit my
clssses without even taking my finsls and I just haven't had sny in-
berest in it ever since, I gueess it waes Lecauee of my marriage.

"l ueed to be juite restlese and worry sbout many thinge because
1 didn't know what wes going to happen to me in the futurc, I felt
that 4 would have to hsve some kind of career so I wsnted to train
myeelf. Then I got married so that 4 hsve zort of given up Pllns for

any further educetion, Aae s00n &8 Wy huebsnd gets bsek from ovirttaq.
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:I want to start raleing a family, But right now I have to clvu.nuus
gerious thnhghtl about helping my family to resettle becsuse they are
depend ing on me, ¥y brother 1n'at111'a dentist in camp and e has
not thought of resettling because it would be too hard for him éo get
a dentiel license out heio. Ky siater-in-law's parents sre sleo in
cemp yet and £0 is my wother. keeordlﬁg to their lsst léttor, they
plan to romain in camp wntil the place closes down, Wy brother hss
teen ill 8o that he didn't want to take & uhana§ on leavlﬁg. I don't
know what he cxpeéta 0 4o, but L suppose he wouid like to resume his
dental praciice in Valifornia agsin. He hee veen pretiy bitter sbtout
the evacuation because he felt that it wae purely recial diserimina-
tion end he did hove a terrific loee. I used to think much more like
iim but 1 certainly don't have thoee resl pro-Japan idess sny more.
That sort of thing faded after 1 left camp., My father wag reslly pro-
Jap:n and perhape it was Just as well that he didd £ yesis velfore the
outvresk of the wir because he would heve teen one of the first to be
thrown in the interoment caup. ; rememver the FEI did come Lo our
house a couple of times und my brother got sore whem they doubted him
end he offered to show my fethoer's ashes, 1 rcuese my brothers, being
older, 2ot a lo% of his idess from my f‘bher. Lyt he can't remsin in
cemp forcver just because he ie masd at the governnent. It is his
responsiuility to take csre of the family group snd i'11 only help
 where 1 cﬁn.

"iy origlual plan weg t0 bring my mother out here but there was
alwaye one thing or snothcr which prevented it. The housing situation
was impossible and I began to realize that the climate out here world
not ve 80 good for her.' My mother feels thsat ghe has no yroferinct in
the natter vut she would rﬁthor be with 2ll the family s® she is not
very strong. “he felt that it was euch a 1@nﬁ'dllt‘nc0 to travel out

here and I never urged her to come out too strongly tecauvce 1 didn’'t
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thtil I covld esuppoxt her, MNow that the WEA has announced s polley '
to close the egntarl by the end of thie jyear, I have to do lenothlj;.

"Why does the LJFY fudl that it has to e¢lo®e up now? I think
thet it's the worst time to chase sll the people out becsuse the feel-
inge might be high, especially in Cslifornia. In a way it is better |
for the people to get out but not all of them are sble to do it., The
Hisel who sre over 18 can meke thelr owa way om the outside, but the
0lé people certainly cen't do a thing and they are slmost helpless.
They've teen in ihe centers for about & years and they are settled
there. It was a chance for woet of them %0 take it easy and the =
deserve to retire. I don't see¢ how they will be able to start out
again without some sort of government help. I understand thet almost
60,000 people hsve left camp since the resettlement program began,

"but there are atill over 68,000 left. The people who sre left are
those who sre less likely to be lnoncﬁlful in resettlement vecause
they are compozed of family ¢roups, the i1l snd old people. I think
the W.A will hsve to keep at least one camp open for those who find
it imposeivle to leave. 1 can't understsnd it when they say that
they won't feed the people after the end of this year. W®het are they
goimg to do?- Leave them there to starve?

"I resd in the pspexr the other dsy that Dillon Myer ssked the
Senate Appropriations Committee for «&0,000,000 to complete the work
of elosing of the campe., 4 lot of the Californie congresamen object-
eéd to this smount snd they 3 cut it down to 25,000,000, <hey made
newspaper statements thet the “Ki was doing 100 much propagands work
for the Nigei snd they objected strongly to the puitlication, "digei
in Uniform. 4 thins the Senste sppropristions committiee eliminated
five million from the budget o 1t would not be sble to 4o this Publie
opin;oi WOrk. ?hat reslly is » mietake becauee with all the lssel

coming out there ig » greater need than cver to be understood by the
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Csucasisne., The Nisel heve their eitizenship to blek-thﬁl up, but

the Ieeel don't hove anyibhing, 4t will be very difficult for the
large femilice to come out 2nd make thelr own way sfter being shut up
in camp for & years. And there sre many lssel whose son® sre in the
gervice so that they hsve no onme to help them. The WR4 will just have
L0 keep on taking care of those people who =nre ill unlese they send
them back to institutions in Uélifbrnln. 1 don't corrempond very 3
muck with ihe people in camp 80 I don't know whst the -entiments are.
+ gupoose that sll of th.m are pretty worried like my mother. 1 don't
think I would have made s definite move for my moth.r's resettlement
unliess the wia éid make the closure amnouncement @0 thet it may all

te s big bluff to get the people thinking of leaving., I don't see

how they exrect all of them to leave when they only got £0,000 out in
£ yearse., In order to close thé camps8 by the end of the year, they
will hsve to resettle 10,000 people a month and thet ie imposeible.

"In returniog to VYglifornis, I have come sort of tensative plan,
I would bLe sble to take my mother to my sunt's house in nerkélcy. Ky
aunt i8 owt here right now and she would like to po bsck to the coast
80 that L sm banking on that., &y awnt's hnabaﬁd-died Bome Jyeears ago
end she is & little lonely 20 that-she would be sble to pet slong
nicely with my mother, Ky sunt want®s to g0 back there snd do some
domestic work and 4 would be able to help out 80 that we could mske a
go of it, It is a practicel plen end I ocsn't gugrest anything bettex
for out here.

"i'm not perticulafly smxious to go back (o bélltoxnia after the
way they kicked ue out tut L have to be practicsl., Now i sm beginving
to feel that public opinion ign't too bad e2lzo I get very snery when
i resd all sbout fires being et to Fihonjin hoges sndé gune beins _
fired at them., Only s coward would think of doing anything like that,
They ought to leave thoee helpless people slone. I koow that this is
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not true of all the people in California. 1 have o zirl friend who

is resettled in the Bay Area and she is working as a secrétary for
Mille College right now, &Sefore the war she coulé never get a good
Job 1ike that in “slifornia 2o that amaybe the emplo;mént pogepibilities
will open up for the Hisei who go beek. JLhies pirl writee that the
public sentiment i® very good. ©She a2nd her mother oo downtown shop-
ping and no one hse bLothered them yet. It iz in the small towns where
the feeling i2 the highest, -

"1 wrote to my former employer in Ssnta “arias ssking how the sen-
timent was there vecause + thouvght of retvrning to my hometown for a '
while. But I chonged my mind after my employer wopote back end cald
that the sentiment wme ver) much againgt the Japsnese farymere coming
back so that I wee advised not to return for a while, I wouldn't want
to g0 back to a place thst had feelings like .thst anyway. Thst goes
to show that the resl reason why they wsnted to get the Japanese out
of the valley was to tske over their form lands., Ihey don't want to
give thie land uveck to the Japsnese farmers who developed it. 4it's
things like that which wmake me 20 angry and diatrustful.of hakn]ini.

i gupposc that in s small town like that, the people are bound Lo be
more marrow minded, b5ut 4 don’t think that i would have any trouble
like that in s large community like the Bay Area aa-ﬁhe Caucasians
wouldn't notice uwe very much, _

"Altho I have bteen thinking very strongly of doing something de~
finite for my mother, I can't plam too far into the future. It will
all depend on my husvand's ;luna—;ftex he gete out of the aArmy. I
feel that 4 have to do something ihout my moth:xr regardless as i dan't
lesve her strended. 4 don't think that my marrisge will interfere too
much with there plsns alse I will have to follow my husband’'s wishes.
Our marrieks wes really quitec sudden, On Joe's last emergency fur-

lough around January, we had talked the whole thing over and we decided
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to weit until after he returned from the Army before we got married.
Thet is what his perents smd my wother wanted. We etill hsdn't re-
conciled with hig folks ag they objected to the marriage juite lfrongiy
yet. “e felt that if we wsited until Joe returned, hies parentes wouvld
be willing to give thei;'conaent by that time. <*hie plen wes agree=-
eble éenough t0o me as 1 was willing to woit indefinitely. ‘hen Joe
returned to fort “cade, Maryland and s couple of dseys later he phoned
from Washineton, ¥,C, ssying that he had - & day psss., He wented mer
to come out there and see him off s@ it would ve lhe lsst chance for
ué to ve together for e long time. I made airengements with my em=
ployers ilmmediately and 1 left in a big hurry. vhen I got to the sta- .
tion, Joe wae there to meet me and we immediately went out to the park
to enjoy the freesh alr, we started tslking seriously snd Joe began to
hint aréund thet maybe we ought toe get married immedlately. I was a
little more esutious because + knew what hie parents' resctione would
be if they found out that we had eloped. 9Joe was determined to have
hies own way eo 1 didn't put up too mueh resistsnee. It really was a
big surprise becsuse I had no ides that 4 would be getting married om
the ws} put there.

"We found out that we would havwe to waip for g days before we
couvld get married so0 Joe iniuvlred sround and he found out that in
Hockville, #arylend we couvld get mesrried immedietely., «e rushed
arocund getting a doctor's certificate and the next morning we dashed
over Lo ﬁa:ylsndlon & bve snd we pot our necessary papers together.
Then we rau around the corner to & minieter. 4‘he “hristian minister
tuez¢ wae very Yice and he chatted with us for a while about the Nisei
that he had become acquainted with. Then we walked over to the chapel
t0 get married. I remember that it was go cold that day snd we were
80 excited. Then all of a eudden, muble=~jumble and we woro,maﬁ and

wife. W“e took = occuple of pictures and then we dached to the bus
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gtation and went to New Yor., We got there that evening and we callcd
wp Yuriko end some other friende so that we went out to celebraste with
them,

"The next day we esw £l]l the sighte of Hew lork like the imoire
State ©£ld.g, Grant's lomb, ete. It reslly was impreseive to me end
it's something that 1'l] remember. ILate that Saturdey safternoon we
returned to w«ashington, +,C. and my huaband hed to report back to Ft.
Veade thet evenlnp., I wes plenning to returm to Chicago the next day
vut ay husband phoned late that night end said that hie C,0. had‘ei-
tonded his pase for Z more days. “hat s hectic time we hed in those
$ days. 4ll 1 remember ie riding on the tral:s, crowds, noise, lots of
pecple all sround, etrange sights, and being very tired, 4fter the &
daye were over, L had to come basck to Chicepgo to my Job but I decided
to go to Hew York Lo se¢ my husbend zgain before he shipped out.
when 1 got there, Joe did not show up, <Then s friend brovght a note
saying thet my husband had the me: sles and he wee juvarantined. I re-
ﬁained in N.¥. 8 day or 2 with Yuriko and then 1 retummed to Ghloaso..
i didn't know when 4 would be able to see my husband sgain because I
thought he wag going oversess,

"The next week my husband phoned agéln and seid thet he would be
able to get a pass every night so he wanted me to returm to “ashing-
tbn, D.C. I wae 8till cxﬁa:ltod from the trip snd 1 wasn't feeling
good but I declded to po enyway. I ssw him jnat once that Friday
night after i got there snd then the boye were alerted, I wes g0
keenly disappointed because 4 had made that iong trip and 1 was only
able to see him once. We had plenned to get together the next day
snd my husband had no inkling that he would be alerted so soon., That's
why we had perted so cssuslly that night. I hoped until the lest
minute thet I would see him sgain but he just didn't show up. : ’

"That wasn't all the excltement in my 1life beecause we 8till
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hed to deal with my husbsnd's ﬁ;rontn. #hen we went back to Washing-
ton the first time after our marrisge, we decided to ohone his parontl
in Wionetke. His dad snewered the phomne snd when Joe told them that
we had juvet gotten married, he iul g0 shocked. His mother came to the
phone snd she got very hpsterical., Then his fother got very angry and
demanded to know why we had disobeyed their parentalwishes, Ke want
on and on over the phone snd said that i¥ -as sll a mlisteke and we
ghouldn't have done itl. He sald inat it would have to be annuled and
he made 511 kinde of threats, Joe got madder and mader and he really
telked bsck to his father, He said he was 0ld enough to know what he
i;nted and that he didn't went to gc oversess with such & bad feeling
between them. lig father wovldn't .isten and he xevt secolding us.
Finally Joe got 80 mad that he Yung up, I felt véry miserable end I
started to ¢ry end Yoe was feeling so sorry for me as 4 hed to come
here end face his parents alone. UHe instructed me not to beck down

no matter what happened.

"is soon ag i esme back from ¥seshington the first time, Joe's
paremts came ovar to taik to me. I knew that I was in for it so I
celled my sunt to come over and be my representatiwe ®0 she could
etick up for me. I sure wae glad that my sunt wae there to pac ify
things. I sgat in the big chalrx wnila Yoe's father and mother just
roved away., They were so angry ﬁhat 4k we had disobeyed their wishes
and they tried to blame evexrything on me., i tried to agree with
everything they ssid as + saw that it would make everything tense if
- téught with tﬁcm. Thoyblow'off 8 Leam fox avout an hour end they fi-
nelly gave their consent (o the marrisge and ®aid they would mot
etert any procdedingn for annulment. After that, the cloud auédenly'
Blew away end 1 got along swell with them. I laﬁt my husband know
immedistely how thinge stood and he certsinly was relleved, when I
went to N.Y¥., the sccond time, Joe's father gave me .100 s& o weddling
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present. Now I see hi#l psrents about once a week snd we go over to
Joe's sister's spertment and heve dlnner. I guees thst hles parents
felt hurt because they were left out of the wedding plans, We really
dldn't do it deliberately because it just happened sll of a suvdden,
They kept saying thnt 1f we had only asked them, they wounld hsve given
econzent., I know dern well that if we had phoned them first, they
would havé gnid no and it would only have made thinge worse, 4l1 of
the ipsei have funny ideas on marriage and they just can't understand
that the Hisel aren't trying to hurt them but we sre just following
the Americsn cuetom. Those +gsei think it is so0 ‘lmportant to go
tbhrough those baishakunin foms just to sav: face. Joe's parents even
had to po through those forms but it ween't any use Lecalee we were
slready merried., ke ile the only son in the family eo they felt jmite
hurt thet he hed disobeycd parentsl wishes. ~fortunstely I éidn’t have
any trouble with my mother. Phe w:g pgled for me ae it contributed to.
my heppiness, ~he sent &« nice 1ettex of congretulations snd Just men-
tioned that she wae surprigcd.x To show how svdden everjihing waé. we
only‘wot the ring 2 half hour before the weddipg end it was too big

80 we had to exchange it lzter.

"I'w elad that L em married now because 1t #ives me much more to
live for snd 1 can look forwsrd to the future much moOre optimistically
than I ever luagined before. After my huesuand comes back from over-
geas dvty, he will finish optometry school., 4hen he would llke to set
up & pracilce in Californie or Hawsii. it 1s agreesble with me 1f he
wante to go to Hswsii se my plsce will be with him., That is why my
1ife is just s matter of waiting for him right now. He ie ln Horth
Lialy gnardingfprisoneiu of mar. L. certasinly hope that they 4o not
send him to the Fscifle, fhat's one of the biggeat fears that 1 have.
Therc would be too much dsnger if he were over csptured. +‘hose Japsn-
ese soldiers would probsbly torture to deat: sny Nisei they caught.
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You know how fanatic those Jaronese soldiers can be and they wlll-tiki
out sny Kisel soldiere for belng traltors to Jgpan. <‘he Ammy formed
the Nisel combat team with the promise that they would only be sent

to “urope beczuse it would be too daﬁgoronn if Jarenese soldiers

gtarted to infiltrste into “merican linee when Hisei soldlers were

around. 1 hope the 4rmy aticks to this and does not gtart sendiue

cattalions to the Facific., <Lhere are plenty of Niseiin the intelli-
sence in the Army over there and i gsympabhize with them becénso it
will go hard with them 1f they are cartured, That's why i'm glasd my
husband d41dn't go to Snelling for the lenguesze treining, He figuren
that he will be im the Army for at leasat 7 yesrs yet but there are a
lot of rumors goimg around that the soldlers in the occupstion Porces
will have to stay for 6 years.

*3 héérd that there was s bill én Congress whiéh is going to bve
pagged which is going to meke it possible for wives to join thelr hue-
bande overseas in the occupstion gones. I would g0 on the firet beaf
if 4 had the chence. Wwhile + wait for my hu-band, I'm an trying to
gave as much money a8 4 esn for our future. I1've heard of one Nisel
girl who has saved over s thousaend dollurs from the Army allotment,

['u going to put sll my sllotment into omr suvincs sccount and I'il
8180 be able to ssve aLout thxeenfdgrtha of my Bealary becanse my ex-
peuses aren't very high. My husbsnd ie slsc counting on the GI bill'
for education, 1 don't went to be a haudlc#p on hig carcer at sll.

"L don't know when we will be able to start out family., e
wanted (0 have a'babx before he went oversess but it dldn'£ work out
that way. Gosh, if he staye 676: there for & years, it will be nretty
hard to heve s fanlly a’ter that. DBut 4 puess there's nothing thst

we ¢an 4o sbont 1t except hope for the best, I1'm almolc_poalttva

that he won't heve to stay over there that = long. Lhe Army will

lower its discharge credit sysiem so he should be sble to get out ln““
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& or ‘;’..r. et the most,

"I'm £airly satisfied with my social adjustmente wp bto mow.
i've never hsd a oraviné or lonely feeling for other disei. I guess
i1 tend to ve more snti-:soélal snyway snd 1 don't care for these Nizel
gatherings at all, 1 huve nothing agalnsti the Hisel beesuse i like
my friende that 1 see very wmueh, Peing msrried makee = lot of differ~
ence in my attiiudea andlI feel that 1 Ean do without & lot of socisl
pctivities. I feel much more settled mow tham I 414 before 4 pot
merried. I mecd to wonder sbout my future and worry sbout s lot of
thiogse, buvt 1 heven't done that.once since gctting merried, sbout
the ondy 4 heve ie my husband's ssfe return and s feeling of respon=
givility for my mother's rcsattlément. I éon't worry stout velonging
Yo & 10t of clubs becsuse . heve mno interest in it., There hsve been
some Hisel who sk me to Joln the JACL here but 1 didn't even know
thet it existed. I dou't particulerly care for Lhe zroup anywey. 1
don't belong to sny churches cut here altho I go to church services
. pow an. them, I'm not interested in any of the groupe that sre spom-
sored for the Nisei. It's mostly of my own cholce sund & don't feel
the need for it at all. lNone of my Nisei friends have remarked that
they fecl sn urge to Joiu Yisei cluks, Pome of them go to the Ficel
dences occssionsll; bvut i heven't attended any of tiose Hisel socliale
at sll. Zney een heve them if they wemt but 4 don't sxkexte cere to
take part in any of it.

"dy present eircle of friends 1f composed moatly of Nisel snd it
ie & mixture of single fellows and marrled girle. ihere are sbout =
dozen in the group-thaf,l gee tiirly regularly. 1 knew all'of them
from before the war or during my caup itay and 1'm mot particularly
anxious 10 meet more Nisei &s 4 dou't fcel the need for social com-
tacte with the general run of the group. UMost of the Nisei I Lave

geen don't elrlke me as veing particularly serceatle and the, sre in~
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elin.d to be too clannish, Outslde of my personel friends, I don't
know what is heppening to the Nisel group. I hesr rumors sbout them
everys once in e while, but 1 don't feel cloee LO the FIOWD anymore.
Camp life secms 10 iave happened ages ago and 1 don't have much mamoix
of that.,” ‘he resettlement problems are moatly pcrsonal 8o that 1 do
not have any ides where most of the resettlers are located or what .
they are doing, I juet mingle with my few friende and thet's enous!.
[ don't have zn sbnormel interest in the rest of the group eltho I
hope they ﬁre mekine out pretty well.

"| pave 8 few Cancssgisn friende out hore but 1 don't see them
too o}ten. i feel pretty much at essé smong “aucagiene now and I
'think this 18 & direet result of my Jjob. I hauve s pood pocial rela-
tionmebip with my employers end their friends so thst I dqn't feel any
differe¢nce., “hen I wae doing ddmesaic work out on the coset, there
alwaye exieted a distinet line of differanne tetween the employer and
the worker no matter how good the employer was, . don't find the
game¢ esituation true with my present employers, bﬁt that may be becauze
they are more brosd-minded In thelr ways. However, 1 think thet there
are msny Caucesisne who are inte ested in the lisei snd these Nircel
ghould try to take advsntace Of this &hance’to make more contacts
even thongh it ie herd. I used to have suite » resentful feeling
againgt the white people for trying to force uve Sikonjin down to an
infeior position, but thet feceling has worn off = lot since I've beeon
out here and living smong them.

l've hesrd rumore thet there is quite a Japanese gcetion form-

ing on Clerk St., vut I don't psy much sttention to 1t. I don't think
it'e desirsble if it 1s poing to be like those Japsnese towna iu Los
Apngeles, 1 puees I'm indifferent to it because + don't bother ome mn:'
or gnother snd it doeen't affect me dircetls.. 1 suppore that in s way

the development of a J;pan-ii gection i# inevitsble since the Jopenese
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are a.nlner racisl group out here snd not too popular with everyone
on secount of the war.. Eut the more the Japamese drsw sway from the
Cevcasianas, the most sveplcions the “suecasiau people will get about
them., I don;t know how-it could be broken down 2c that they wowld
mix naturelly since there is quile a difference between the 2 groupe.
Look at the difference between the issei and Hisei, and you 6an ima=-
gine how much grester the gap is between the lsseil and the “aucasian,
In one of the sociology books I was reading leat fall, I came across
some comuents that racial groupe tended to come together in a communi -
ty Put the second generation spread out mueh more and gradvelly they
tecame jdertified with the comzunity--atlarge. i think thie is hap=
vening with the #isel right now even though there ie that proup of
thew who tend to come together more and more. I['ve heard that there
#ze over 10,000 resettlers in Chicapo right now but i've never ceen
over 25 ot ome time in all the monthe i've baen-ont here.

"I don't fecl a need for a Jepenese commwnity myself bveceuee I
beve confidence that L con get along in a hakujin eommnniﬁy. Cnce in
e while + like to go eat Jampanese food at the reestanrant but 4 don't
mise Lhat Japsnese town environment at sll. It will be the lssei who
will want 'to group together more and more bvut 4 Qilh that they would
.pick out a batﬁsx section of the city to‘qather in. Zhe insides of
their apartments mey be kept clean, wut the district iu which they
live i# old and dirty and they cen't do mueh stout Lhaﬁ. I've heard
that quite & colony of Gikonjin ar; gethering sround Clark & Pivision,
out l-haven't particularly noticed it. The only thiug I noticsd is
the zoot suit Eoyh.uho hang sround on the éorncr. I'm berinnine to
seec more snd more isszel om the street ears and busees thowsh, I think
that they will bte able to menage okay.xf After all, they caue to this
country withonf Ruowipg anything, snd the; dld-prttﬁy well until they

had aroirthing tasen awsy rgon them at the evscuation,
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"Even though my husband is oversess right now, I never think
atout the war very mumech., 1 Just hope that it will blow over very
shortly regardless of which eide is the victor. it's veen dragging on
now for 2 yQara or more and nobody gains by kt. It's a1 oI_thaso'
vig ammunliion companies that wske the mone;. 4 lot of the diseil are
meking money in defense plants now but it doesn’'t sdd to thelr future
security et all, I jJust don't like war and 4 think thet the present
war is arbig mistske. I used to be much more sympathetic toward Japsn
vut I can't feel that way anymore now that my husband ie in the U.8.
Azmy. it wnen't'belauna 4 felt disloyal to this country at sll; I
was just bitter mtout a lot of thinge snd I méde it personal. I felt
thaet if they could kick the Hihonjin around on the coset like they
wore, then democracy didn't mean vexi much., 4nd + didn't lLike the
idea of the vhite rsces scting superior and trying to cruveh Javan just
veesuee she was trying to baoome an ejnal nation., I'm nét intergated
in polftice at 8ll snd I'm sure that the com ong éeoyle of Japah dia
not want the war any more than we did. Hovever, the war ras gone
along 20 far now, that Jspan will attempt to hold ovt for juite a time
yet. They feel that they will lose fsce if tﬁey don't make = gallsnt
stand on the home island, Zthat's one thing thet L can't uvnderstand
abont Japanese peychology. 4 thlnk_that_they will make & desperate
stiempt until the end, tut L hope that i am wrongs.

"4 don't think thet the Japanese people will ever be willing to
be glaves to the wxhite nation., <+hey wovld prefer to coamit national
guicide vefore spreeing to'aﬂythingllike that. But 4+ don't ﬁhlnk that
it will do any.wood to try and wipe them off the face of the esrth
completely because that Just can't be done. 1 think that it's terrible
the way they are bombing the Japanese cities and killing a1l those
civiliene, I felt the same way when they were bombing the Gormin{

cities, In the last war, 4 heard that they just bombed militery obe-
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Jeetives, ovut now whole cltles are wiped out with fire tomba, All the
innocent people sre killed. “hat doeen't sound very civilized to me

but I wouidn't Bay it in publlubéoauso people would think I sm unpl;

-trxatic. I can't applaud war tecause I think that it really i=e atnpid._

All thet killing secms t0 Le 80 unneceeary. W%Why esn't natione get
slong with one another? There is bound to be & racisl éttltude in
this war now that Jspsn ie in the limelipght. Thet is growing more and
moxe., 4+ don't think that it will -ffee¢t uve Kimeil out here too much
no metter what Jupan doece se we seom to be falrly well accepted and
it's not like in Califofnia where the 0ld prejvdice ie2 mo atromg. The
American public is reslizing szore snd more that’the Aigel nre cltizens
t0o sud thst mesmy of them sre fightineg in thie war, 1 used to think
thaet it wee terrible for the fisel to want to po fight agsinst Japan
tecasuse they are of the ssme rece, bLut now < gee¢ that they heve no
otner choice if they sre put in the intelligence unit, I Jjust wish
that thie war wovld hurry up and end so that everyone ¢éen go baock to
their norwal lives.

"$ven though I was extremely bitter avout the evecustlon for a

- long time, I have unconeicouzly changed my a2ttitude = great deal in

the last jyear. How + feel that tye evacvation haen't veen bad for me
gt 8ll, I've galndd economically se 1'm daklng and savine more m ney
than 4 did vack in vslifornis. More important, 1 think that I have.
gioator ao¢ isl =ceeptance than bofore and i_have alao pained s great

deal of self-confidence iv my self and I kax no longer heve that in-

feriority ooppiex. ) beit part of it is that 1 got married, snd 1

won't be an 0ld maid as 1 suspected seversl times. In the long rum,
the sivanbagee which ecsme out of the evecuation will far outweigh the
dicacvantages se farx a8 the majority of the Himel are concernmed. The
Irsei have definitely lost out,

"Vne good thing sbout this resettlement business is that I heve
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come 0 rely upon myself completely., I've had to make my own living
g0 that I am much more independent than what 1 used to ba. 1'va'dnt

a 10t of the ola contacts with the psst and I think that I've gained
by it. I've ouvtsined a much better sppreciation of this country even
though I have soge reservations yet sbout the hypoeritieal attitude of
the white peoplc in it. ‘here's plenty of dimeriminetion but L don't
thin: thet it iz as hard8h se it was on the coast. I've sudenly become
optimistic about the futvre. 1 know i gonld never po to Japan ﬁo live
now even though I did entertain some ideae avout doing that in the
past., 1 realize nmow that 1 could never esesape to a 1ife such as they
have in Japen because 1'm mueh better off in this country. It's an
impossible idéa now because I can juet imsgine whal they might 4o to
my husband for having fought in the Ameriesu army..

"1l guees thet thincs will turn out falrly well for us after all.
I don't supnose that the majo;ity of the Nisei will look upon the fu-
ture as brightly as I do but I feel thet it will be up to each inaivi-
dval to prove himeelf. We have a lot more chancelthan l believe ros=-
gible before. I think thet owr position will be much more hopeful in
the future beoahno many Nisei have given srmy service and that will
definitely bve of much value in more ways than one., One thing iz that
we can really feel and act 1ike ws_belong here now., Pefore the Hisel
went inte the Army, we herdly knew wshere we stood as we were sort of
outeanat and were looked upon with snepioion; Now we have something
to bsck us up and we can argue sgainst any narrow-minded person who
wants to treat ue differently.

"y main smbition now ié to raise = big family snd be a good
mothaf. I'd 1ike to have sbout 4 ehildren in sll. I think that we
could give that number sll the sdvantages thet other Onnea.ianthila-
rem have, +f we heve more thasn that, we wouvldn't be able to support

them se well and they would have a hard tise like the Nisel from large
families." , .



