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Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 

J une 35 1943. DST. 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew Oc t . 11, 19.4c I nt er v i ewer  Char l es Ki kuchi  

1. Name Tai go ¡¿i yahar a 2. S e x 5 (K)F 3. Mar r i ed st at (f f )S D W 0 
4. Pr esent  addr ess 45 2̂ Dr exel  Bl vd. Aug. , 194- o . 
5. Lat er  addr esses Dat e 

� � � � _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ � � � � 

6. Bi r t hpl ace Hawai i  7 . Bl r t hdat e l b̂ . 3? , 190 3 
8. Al i en or  c i t i zen Ht . i zon 9. Ni s e i , K i bei  or  I s s ei  ni  nni  
10. Addr esses bet ween Dec . l , 1941 and evacuat i on 

(a) Rnyi n Lop, An- ol os Dat e 
(to) -�: � 
(c ) 
(a. )  

(e) 
11. Assembl y Cent er  - ,n- ; Df ) t e : .ay 7. I I 

12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  .Wmr i n Dat e 10- -

13. Addr esses bet ween t i me of  l eav i ng Rel ocat i on Cent er  and pr esent  
>a" 
ii  (a) 707 ;J . Dat e J ul y3 19 

(b) 
( c ) 

14. Per sons l i v i ng i n househol d on Dec . l , 1941. Rel at i onshi p t o Re-
( a ) , -  > o [ n- P Hnr- pr.nn S 61116 r  rn O Q"'1H"" 1 iTi7 
(to) Tfay Ynahi har n _ J?"i  f i i "- 0">"*- � 1 0** 1 r1 ; 
( c ) J ohnny Yoshi har a _ _ _ b r g t h gy jjfl - Xa.̂  
(d) o- nth Yoshi har a .sl st er - i n- l av; 
(©) - .¿el l 1 
( ̂  } HV- .crnp.- Vq T"- i  yohai 'a � � � V:"' f  f t  
(g) J ack i e - f l aunt  sr . 
(h) 
( i ) 
( 3 ) : 
(k ) 
(1) 
(m) 

15. Per sons l i v i ng i n househol d on evac . day Rel at i onshi p t o Re-
( I f  same as 14, ent er  s y mbo l , e . g . 14( a ) . ) s et t l er  

( a ) Q> f  



Occupa-
t i on Dec 
1, 1941 

Educ . i n 
J apan 

¿¿l LLL 
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15. cont i nued 
Bi r t hpl ace 

Gr ade compi . 
Amer .school  

Rel i g . 
A f f i l . 

16. I f  i mmedi at e f ami l y (par ent s , s i b l i ngs , 
wer e not  i nc l uded i n househol d gr oup i n 
ent  r es i dence or  because deceased gi ve 

Name 
l at  i onshi p 

chi l dr en or  spouse) 
15, because of  di f f er -
det ai l s r egar di ng t hem) 

Mar . 
St at  

Gr ade compi . 
Amer .school  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec .1,1941 

(f or  dec . l as t  
occupat i on) 

Rel i gi on' 

17. What  member s of  househol d and i mmedi at e f ami l y evacuat ed t o-
get her  t o Assembl y Cent er  or  Fr ee Zone (gi ve symbol s used 
i n 15 and 16) . 

1 n hr o lam 

16, cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ace 

H.Ó. Bar ber  

18. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (Gi ve 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16; i f  o t her s , gi ve sex, age, r el at i ons hi p) 
Upon ar r i v a l : 
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18. cont i nued -
J ust  bef or e depar t ur e t o Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone 

19. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  (Gi ve symbol s; 
i f  o t her s , gi ve sex, age, r e l at i o ns h i p ) . 
Upon ar r i v al : _____ 

¿1Û. 

J ust  bef or e l eav i ng P r o j ec t : 

20. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Chi cago at  dat e of  i nt er v i ew: 
(Gi ve symbol s; i f  o t her s , gi ve det ai l s ) 

Name 
Rel at i onshi p 
t o r es et t l er  

Res i dence 
( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "dec �" 

Age 
( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h Sex 

Mar . 
St at . 

her  2 dau ĥt e Y* ̂  i-  : »�' .... _ 

cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ace 
Gr ade compl et ed 
Amer i can school  

Educ , 
i n J apan 

Occupât  i on 
Dec .1, 1941 
(f or  dec*l as t  
occupat i on) Rel i gi on 

(a)" 
(b)' 
(e)" 
(d)" 
(e)' 
( f ) ' 

20. 

(a) 
(b) 
(c ) 
(d) 
(e) 
( f ) 

21. 
by symbol  and dat es . Gi ve det ai l s f or  new househol ds or  ent r i es 

Rel at i on-  Res i dence _ Age 
( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "dec . " Dat e 

( a j  
(b)" 
(e)" 
( d i  
(e)" 
( f ) ' 

Name 
shi p t o 
r es et t l er  

( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h) Sex 

Mar . 
St at . 
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21. cont i nued -

Rel at i on-  Res i dence 

Dat e Name 
shi p t o 
r es et t l er  

( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "dec . " 

( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h) Sex 

Mar . 
St at . 

(g). 
( h ) 
(1)' 
( j ) : 
(k ) 
( i r  
(mï  

21. cont i nued -

(a)" 
(h)' 
(e)" 
<d)' 
(0)' 
(f )" 
(g)' 
(h) 
(1)' 

P I ' (k ) 
(1)' 
(m)" 

Bi r t hpl ace 
Gr ade compi . 
limer .school  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

(f or  dec . l as t  
occupat i on) Rel i gi on 

El ement ar y school s (name and l ocat i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

Grammar  school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

Hi gh school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

Co l l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  
school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es 

Gr ade 
compl et ed Degr ee 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 
school , l ocat i on 1 Dat es 



Av . mo 
wages Nat ur e of  j ob Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 

23. Rel i gi ous connect i ons (begi n wi t h f i r s t / i nc l ude assembl y 
cent er  and Rel ocat i on pr oj ec t  and st at us af t er  r eset t l ement ) 

Dat es At t ended what  chur ch Wher e at t ended What  Sunday sch. 

24. Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ec t i ons For  what  par t y 

never  
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22. Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b) . Not e per i ods of  
unempl oyment  by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuous l y and wr i t i ng 
"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  such per i ods . I nc l ude empl oy-
ment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on 
wi t h empl oyment  s i nce r es et t l i ng. 

Pr oj ect  and cont i nue 

Dat es 
Fr om To 

Reason 
.f o r  t er -
mi  nat  i on 



f  � 

H ( U v T V V i k * 

( J l M A ^ i  ̂

t ^c T H 0 " t  ^ ^  ̂



CH 14 Tai gor o J ack Mi yahar a WRA For m 26 904,449 

2. Rohwer  10/ 10/ 42 
3. Sant a Ani t a 5/ 7/ 42 
4. 4440 East  5 S t . , Los Angel es , Ca l i f . 
5. Mi yahar a, Tai i c h i r o ( dec . ) J apan 

J at suno,'Tsuyama (dec . ) J apan 
5a. U . S . St or ekeeper  
7. Grammar  schoo l , Royal , Honol ul u 

Hi gh school , McKi nl ey , Honol ul u 
Bus i ness school , Beaut y Col l ege 

Lawyr e 
7a . Mast er  bar ber  
8. None 
12. 66 160 l bs . 
15. No maj or  dsf ect s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Head 
20. 2/28/08 
23. No 
24. Hi gh 5 
25. Speaks J apanese 
27. Bar ber  
27a. Mus i c i an 
28. 6/42 t o 8/ 42 Sant a Ani t a, 

1936 t o 1942 An j  i n Takushi  
L . A . Ca l i f . 

1933 t o 1935 J . T . Mi yahar a 
F r ui t  s t and. L . A . 

1931 t o 1933 Gr at a Ni ssen 
Pr i vat e home 
Bever l ey Hi l l s 

29. Musi c (Hawai i an ukel el e) 
Car pent r y; f l ower  des i gner  
O.P . F l ower  des i gner  

30. Chr i s t i an 

2/f c6 t o 6/ 23 
9/ 23 t o 2/ 28 
6 mos . 

Census t aker  $12 mo. 
Mast er  bar ber  $30 wk . 

Mgr . $35 wk. 

Cook�c hauf f eur , but l er  >100 mo. 

J ack*s wi f e , Hi r ono Fr ances Mi yahar a 

2. Same 
3. Same 
4. Same 
5. Yoshi har a, Sashi chi  ( dec . ) J apan 

I nouye, Rei  J apan 
5a. U . S . Mar ket  Abr oad Teacher  
7. Grammar  school , Hol l y Ave. Camp, Ca l i f . 2/ 23 t o 6/29; J r . Hi . 9/ 29/ 2/ 3 

Hi gh school , Camp J r . Col l ege 2/ 33 t o 6/35-
7a . Ar t  (H.S . ) 
8. None 
12. 62 130 l bs . 
13. Rs Rheumat i c hear t  
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Wi f e 
20. 3/ 9/ 17 
23. No 
24. Hi gh 3 
25. No J apanese 
27. Housewi f e 
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J ac k 's wi f e , Hi r ono Pr ances MI yahar a, cont i nued 

28. Housewi f e 
1935 t o 1937 Yoshi har a Ret ai l  Mkt . Cashi er  $15 wk. 

Compt on, Ca l i f , 
29. r̂ awi ng (po r t r ai t ) Books 
30. Chr i s t i an 

J ac k 's daught er . Ki r ono J acquel i ne Mi yahar a 

2. same. 
3. same. 
4. same. 
5. Mi yahar a, Tai gor o J ack Honol ul u 

Yoshi har a, Hi r ono F r ances U . S . 
6a. U . S . Bar ber  
7. None 
7a. None 
8. None 
12. 34 30 l bs . 
13. No maj or  def ec t s 
18. - - -
19. Daught er  
20. 4/ 24/ 40 
23 . 
24. - - -
25. - - -
27. - - -
28 . 
29 . 
30. Chr i s t i an 





CH- 14 J ames Ter ada Mat  sumo to. 

Ter ada i s at  pr esent  wor k i ng as a bar ber  on Sond St . and due 

t o h i s l ong wor ki ng hour s i t  i s ext r emel y d i f f i c u l t  t o conduct  

i nt er v i ews wi t h hi m. I n t hi s case t he wr i t er  wi l l  onl y r ecor d" t he 

conver sat i ons as t hey ar e hel d v;i t hout  at t empt i ng t o or gani ze t he 

dat a unt i l  a l at er  t i me. Ter ada wor ks s i x days a week unt i l  about  

7:50 i n t he eveni ng. By t he t i me he i s f i n i s hed eat i ng i t  i s about  

8:50. He r et i r es ar ound 11 o 'c l o c k . On t op of  t hat  Ter ada has 

var i ous n i s e i  come i nt o h i s home i n or der  t o gi ve t hem hai r  cut s 

s i nce he suppl ement s h i s wage i n t hi s way. '&4 f ur t her  d i f f i c u l t y i n 

obt ai ni ng pr i vac y f or  t he i nt er v i ew i s t hat  he has h i s wi f e , mot her -

i n- l aw and s i st er - i n- l aw l i v i ng wi t h hi m. He al so has var i ous 

Hawai i an n i s ei  f f i ends st ayi ng over  f o r  shor t  per i ods . The wr i t er  

obt ai ned t he f o l l owi ng i nf or mat i on ?/hi l e get t i ng a hai r  cut  f r om 

Ter ada and i t  was l ar gel y t hr oi i gh f r ee as soc i at i on al t ho. he knew t hat  

I  des i r ed a f or mal  i nt er v i ew wi t h hi m. A f ew not es wer e t aken whi l e 

Ter ada was cut t i ng t he wr i t er ' s ha i r , however , t he gr eat er  par t  of  

t hi s i nt er vi ev/ i s wr i t t en f r om not es ' has t i l y j ot t ed down af t er  

l eav i ng h i s house. 

ww� � � � � � � � � � � 

Oc t . 11, 1945 

J ames Ter ada Mi f har a was bor n i n Hawai i  on Feb. 29, 1906. He 

i s now 55 year s o l d. At  t he pr esent  t i me he i s empl oyed as a bar ber  

i n a Caucas i an bar ber  shop. Hi s addr ess i s 4552 Dr exel  Bl vd. wher e 

he has been l i v i ng s i nce t he ear l y par t  of  August , 1945. Ter ada 

ar r i ved i n Chi cago f r om J er ome, WRA cent er  i n J u l y , 1945. He r e-

s i ded at  707 N. Dear bor n f or  t he f i r s t  mont h of  h i s s t ay i n Chi cago. 

Ter ada c l ai ms t hat  t hi s f or mer  r es i dence was not  f i t  f or  a r at . 



Char l es Ki kuchi  
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy 
Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a 
Oc t . 11, 1943 

J ames Ter ada I  i har a (osu 
CH- 14 

J amas Ter ada Mi har a i s a Hawai i an 
bor n n i s e i , 55 year s o l d, He has been 
empl oyed as a bar ber  i n h i s own bus i ness 
£or  a number of  year s pr i o r  t o evacuat i on. 
At  t he pr esent  t i me he s t i l l  f eel s un-
set t l ed s i nce he has exper i enced consi -
der abl e d i f f i c u l t y i n maki ng h i s economi c 
adj ust ment s dur i ng t he mont hs he has 
been i n t hi s c i t y . Hi s at t i t udes have 
been af f ec t ed by t hese d i f f i c u l t i es and 
t hi s case i s i nt er es t i ng f r om t hat  vi ew-
po i nt . Ther e i s no quest i on t hat  he i s 
a ' l o y a l ' Amer i can al t ho he appear s t o 
be ver y much r ace consc i ous . J ames 
f eel s t hat  di s c r i mi nat i on i s t he most  
i mpor t ant  f ac t or  i n h i s i nabi l i t y t o 
f i nd a mor e set t l ed s t at us . 

Sever al  cont act s have pr ev i ous l y 
been made wi t h J ames but  t he f o l l owi ng 
dat a has been obt ai  ied t hr ough one i n-
t er v i ew c ons i s t i ng of  about  2 hour s i n 
per i od. The i nt er v i ew was l ar gel y 
f r ee as soc i at i on and t her e ar e many 
gaps s t i l l  t o be f i l l ed i n when anot her  
i nt er v i ew i s hel d i f  po s r i b l e. The 
wr i t er  has wr i t t en up t he pr esent  dat a 
due t o t he unc er t ai nt y of  obt ai ni ng 
anot her  i nt er v i ew as Ter ada's bus i ness 
and soc i al  l i f e pr event s t he r i t er  
f r om obt ai ni ng pr i vac y f or  a f ur t her  
i nt er v i ew. I t  i s pos s i bl e t hat  mor e 
dat a wi l l  be secur ed when t he wr i t er  
i : i n need of  anot her  sever al  weeks 
henc e. 

Togo al so has some dat a on t hi s 
case whi ch t hè wr i t er  wi l l  at t emi  t  t o 
secur e at  a l at er  dat e. 



Ter ada has been a r es i dent  of  Los Angel es f or  a number  of  year 's. 

He st at ed ¡Bhat  he had f i r s t  come t o t he mai nl and when he was 14 

year s ol d« Por  many year s h i s bar ber  shop was l ocat ed on Boyl e 

Hei ght s , r i ght  i n t he mi ddl e of  a l ar ge J apanese communi t y. He was 

evacuat ed t o Sant a Ani t a Assembl y Cent er  wi t h h i s f ami l y on May 7, 

1942. Pr om t her e he went  t o J er ome WRA cent er  i n Sept ember , 1942. 

Hi s mot her - i n- l aw, Mr s . Yasukochi , and s i s t er - i n- l aw, Rose, j o i ned 

Ter ada's f ami l y f r om G- i l a r el oc at i on cent er  af t er  he had set t l ed i n 

h i s pr esent  apar t ment . Rose cont r i but es t o t he upkeep of  t he pr e-

sent  apar t ment . She was f or mer l y a sec r et ar y but  now she i s wor k i ng 

i n some sor t  of  f ac t o r y about  an hour  and a hal f  r i de by st r eet  car  

f r om t he apar t ment . She i nt ends t o qui t  her  j ob soon i n or der  t o 

f i nd empl oyment  near  her  r es i dence s i nce t hi s wi l l  be mor e conven-

i ent  f or  her . 

The mot her - i n- l aw i s a dependent  o f "Ter ada s i nce she i s r at her  

el der l y . I t  appear ed t o t he wr i t er  t hat  she was r at her  mi spl aced 

i n t hi s apar t ment . The young peopl e al l  spoke i n Engl i sh and she 

l ooked r at her  f o r l o r n, dur i ng t he t i me t he wr i t er  was i n t he apar t -

ment  Mr s. Yasukochi  sat  o f f  i n t he cor ner  by her s el f  i n a l ar ge 

easy chai r  v/i t h her  l egs c r os sed, J apanese s t y l e. She di d, not  say 

one wor d dur i ng t he eveni ng ai fcho she devot ed some at t ent i on t o 

Ter ada's t hr ee year  ol d daught er . Mr s . Yasukochi  r et i r ed ver y 

ear l y and nobody"mi ssed her . She has a r at her  i nt er es t i ng f ami l y . 

Ther e ar e about  10 chi l dr en i n a l l . p r i o r  t o t he war  t hey l i ved i n 

Compt on wher e t he f at her  oper at ed a veget abl e s t and. The faJ bher  

i s deceased now. Al l  of  t he chi l dr en ar e g i r l s except  one or  t wo 

boy s . J ohnny, t he ol der  boy i s a vol unt eer  at  Gamp Shel by . He i s 

an aver age n i s e i , al t ho not ver y i n t el l i gent . Thi s boy used t o r un 

ar ound wi t h one of  t he r owdy cr owds at  Gi l a, whi ch made t hemsel ves 
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ver y obnoxi ous and conspi cuous at  t he var i ous soc i al  a f f a i r s . He 

appear ed t o be r at her  Amer i cani zed. I t  i s bel i eved t hat  anot her  

br ot her  i s al so a vol unt eer  i nt o t he Army al t ho t hi s has not  been 

conf i r med. 

The o l dest  daught er , Tane, i s mar r i ed t o a Caucas i an doc t or . 

Thi s coupl e has achi eved some not or i et y due t o t he f ac t  t hat  t hey 

sai l ed f r om Chi na t o San F r anc i sco i n an ol d Chi nese j unk wi t h t he 

hel p of  t wo whi t e Russ i an s ai l o r s . Af t er  exhi bi t i ng t he boat  t o 

t he publ i c f or  a 25 cent  admi ss i on, t he coupl e sai l ed down t he 

coast  of  Cal i f o r ni a t hr ough t he Panama Canal  on up t o New Yor k . 

They had cons i der abl e d i f f i c u l t y i n r egar ds t o bhe t wo whi t e Russ-

i an sai l o r s who di d not  have passpor t s t o t hi s count r y , but  t hey 

managed t o get  ar ound t hi s i n some way. I t  i s r umor ed t hat  t he 

coupl e s ai l ed t o Aus t r al i a wher e t hey wer e caught  at  t he out br eak 

of  t he war . Recent l y t he wr i t er  hear d a'r umor  t hat  t he coupl e 

sai l ed back t o San F r anc i sco wher e t he FBI  pi cked t hem up. The 

FBI  was mor e suspi c i ous of  t he Caucas i an husband as a poss i bl e 

J apanese spy suspect  t han of  h i s n i s ei  wi f e . 

L i t t l e i s known of  t he o t her _s i s t er s except  t hat  t hey wer e 

member s of  a n i s ei  g i r l ' s c l ub, t he Ni ppor i et t es i n Long Beach 

wher e t hey wer e f a i r l y ac t i v e. Mr s . Mi yat a was mar r i ed t o Ter ada 

f our  year s ago. She had some l ocal  not or i et y i n t he n i s ei  c i r c l es 

as an at t endant  i n one of  t he Queen cont est  hel d s ev er al y ear s ago. 

I t  i s not  known whet her  any of  her  s i s t er s except  Rose i s i n 

Chi cago wi t h t he f ami l y , or  whet her  t hey ar e mar r i ed or  no t . The 

whol e f ami l y do not  have t he t ypi cal  appear ance of  J apanese. They 

ar e f a i r  i n compl exi on and l ook l i k e Eur as i ans but  as f ar  as t he 

wr i t er  knows t hey ar e pur e J apanese. 
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I n t he i n i t i a l  i nt er vi ew, Ter ada di d not  t e l l  much about  h i s 

own f ami l y due t o t he l i mi t at i o n of  t i me. He comes f r or a a l ar ge 

f ami l y al s o as he has 10 br ot her s and s i s t e r s . Ter ada was t he f i f t h 

boy of  t he f ami l y . Al l  of  h i s br o t her s and s i s t er s ar e i n Hawai i  

at  t he pr esent  t i me except  a younger  br o t her , Roku. Accor di ng t o 

L oui s e, t h i s younger  br o t her  was i nvo l ved i n t he ho s p i t a l  s t r i k e at  

Hear t  Mount ai n l as t  J une, 1945. He was empl oyed i n t he ho s p i t al  

commi ssar y and he was one of  t he l eader s t o i ns t i gat e t he ho s p i t a l  

s t r i k e due t o t he c o nf l i c t  wi t h t he head Caucas i an nur se who t hey 

bel i v ea had a super i o r  at t i t ude t owar d t he evac uees . Roku and h i s 

gr oup wer e at t empt i ng t o oust  her  f r om her  po s i t i o n . The admi ni s-

t r at i on at  Hear t  Mount ai n made an i nv es t i gat i o n and pl ac ed t he bl ame 

upon Roku and t he head cook of  t he ho s p i t a l , Mi t s Ai s o , al so a 

n i s e i . These t wo wer e r emoved t o t he Leuppe det ent i o n cent er  f o r  

i nc o r r i g i b l es . The head doc t o r , Dr . Wi l f r ed Hanaoka, was sent  t o 

Manzanar  because of  h i s par t  i n t he s t r i k e . The s t r i k e c ons i s t ed 

c h i ef l y of  t he r e f us a l  t o wor k . Ta±ada spent  c ons i der abl e t i me i n 

at t empt i ng t o get  h i s b r o t her ' s r el eas e whom he bel i ev es i s i nno-

cent  and a v i c t i m of  c i r c ums t anc es . At  t he pr esent  t i me Roku i s 

s t i l l  i n Leuppe and Ter ada has an ant agoni s t i c at t i t ude t owar d t he 

WRA as he f eel s t h i s gover nment  agency i s undul y per s ec ut i ng h i s 

br o t her  f o r  s t andi ng up f o r  h i s Amer i can r i gh t s . I t  i s expect ed 

t hat  Loui se wi l l  make a f u l l e r  r epor t  on t h i s ho s p i t al  s t r i k e at  

Hear t  Mount ai n at  a l at er  t i me, and Ter ada may al so g i ê f u l l e r  

det a i l s i n subsequent  i nt er v i ews . 

The onl y ot her  member s of  h i s f ami l y whi ch Ter ada ment i oned 

was h i s o l der  br o t her , Dr . Edwar d Mi y a, age 48, who i s a r at her  

s uc c es s f ul  phy s i c i an i n Hono l ul u. A younger  s i s t er , Mr s . Geor ge 

I k eda, 50, i s i ndependent l y weal t hy due t o a f avo r abl e mar r i age. 
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Ter ada ment i oned t hese t wo "because t hey ar e t he most  success f ul  

ones i n my f  ar ni l yj . My s i s t er  o f f er edd t o send me money bo hel p 

me out , but  I  have some pr i de l ef t  ana I  c an ' t  t ake any money f r om 

a woman". 

Ter ada evacuat ed t o Sant a Ani t a wi t h h i s wi f e and daught er  and 

Mr s. Yasukochi  and her  t wo daught er s and son. Hi s wi f e i s 26 year s 

ol d and she was bor n i n Gar dena, Cal i f o r n i a. She i s a goaduat e of  

hi gh school  and has been a housewi f e s i nce her 4 mar r i age. Ter ada 

gr aduat ed f r om hi gh school  and bar ber  co l l ege and he has been i n 

t hi s pr o f es s i on f or  a number  of  year s . The daught er , J osephi ne, was 

bor n i n Los Angel es t hr ee year s ago'i  The f ami l y i s nomi nal l y 

Chr i s t i an. 

Ter ada has been empl oyed as a bar ber  f or  about  15 year s and 

most  of  h i s f or mer  acquai nt ances wer e J apanese. Most  of  h i s soc i al  

cont act s wer e obt ai ned t hr ough h i s bar ber  shop connect i ons and wi t h 

f or mer  Hawai i an f r i ends . Ter ada appar ent l y was' t he l eader  of  t he 

Hawai i an &r oup, bot h i n Sant a Ani t a and J er ome. He s t i l l  pl ays t hi s 

r o l e among t he Hawai i an n i s ei  gr oup i n Chi cago and he f i ght s t hei r  

ba t i es f or  t hem, es pec i al l y i f  i t  i s di r ec t ed agai ns t  t he V/RA whi ch 

he di s l i k es i nt ens el y . Pr om 1951 t o 1935 Ter ada was empl oyed as a 

but l er - val et  f o r  Gr et a Ni es en, a Nor wegi an f i l m ac t r es s . He r e-

cei ved § 100 a mont h f or  t hi s wor k but  he qui t  i n or der  t o go back 

i nt o bar ber i ng. He st at ed t hat  he t ook t he j ob because of  t he de-

pr es s i on. Ter ada appar ent l y was f a i r l y success f ul  as a bar ber  and 

he managed t o save a cons i der abl e sum. He owned a car  pr i o r  t o 

evacuat i on and had a f a i r l y l ar ge bank account . Dur i ng h i s younger ' 

days he was known as a "p l ay boy" and he spent  money f r eel y but  he 

set t l ed dov/n af t er  h i s pr esent  mar r i age. Ter ada was mar r i ed pr e-

v i ous l y but  he di d not  vo l unt eer  any i nf or mat i on on t hi s mar r i age 
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and t he wr i t er  di d not  pr ess t he po i nt . 

I t  i s expect ed t hat  Togo wi l l  be abl e t o f ur ni s h mor e dat a on 

t hi s i ndi v i dual  s i nce he was known t o Togo pr i o r  t o evacuat i on and 

al so dur i ng Ter ada's j ob l j unt i ng a c t i v i t i e s i n Chi cago. Dur i ng 

t he i nt er v i ew Ter ada ment i oned Togo. He sai d t hat  he di d not  know 

Togo bef or e evacuat i on but  i t  was h i s opi ni on t hat  Togo was a r at  

and he had o f t en hear d h i s Hawai i an f r i ends say t hat  t hey woul d l i k e 

t o beat  hi m up . However , at  t he pr esent  t i me Ter ada has a ver 3̂  h i gh 

opi ni on of  Togo .̂ He s t at ed t hat  he had mi s j udged Togo and t hat  he 

di d not  know what  a swel l  per son he was unt i l  he got  acquai nt ed 

wi t h hi m. The mot i vat i on f or  t hi s f ee l i ng , of  cour se, i s t hat  Togo 

has been under s t andi ng and hel p f u l  t owar ds Ter ada i n h i s j ob hunt -

i ng ac t i v i t i es . Ter ada has al so t he hi ghes t  of  pr ai s e f or  t he 

Amer i can F r i ends Ser v i ce eo f f i c e , "because t hey l i s t en t o a gu- r  

when he i s down and t hey do n ' t  t r y t o bawl  you out  f or  not  doi ng 

ever yt hi ng t hey want  you t o do l i k e t he AfRAT'. 

An i ndi c at i o n of  Te acl a's at t i t ude i s t he st at ement  he made 

when quest i oned about  h i s po l i t i c a l  ac t i v i t i es . He s ai d, I ' v e 

never  vot ed i n my l i f e . I  am di sgus t ed wi t h po l i t i c s because t he 

J apanese do n ' t  get  a squar e deal  and we j us t  have t o s i t  back and 

get  k i cked ar ound. You know how i t  i s , a J apmrnrnm i s a J ap«- «, 

and t hey won't  gi ve you much of  a chance. I  j us t  r eal i zed t hat  so 

I  don' t  wor r y mysel f  about  i t  because I  know t hat  my vot e woul d be 

a f ar ce any way ."' Thi s at t i t ude i s no i ndi c at i on of  h i s l oyal t y 

because l at er  on he emphat i cal l y s t at ed h i s po s i t i o n f o r  t hi s 

count r y . Thi s wi l l  be r ecor ded i n t he f o l l owi ng pages . 

Tai gda l i v es i n a f ai r l y 'c omf o r t abl e apant ment  whi ch i s spa-

c i ous when vi ewed i n r el at i ons hi p t o t he usual  r es et t l er ' s r es i dence 

i n Chi cago. Ther e ar e t wo smal l  bedr ooms, a pr i vat e bat hr oom and a 
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ext r emel y l ar ge l i v i ng r oom whi ch i s f a i r l y wel l  f ur ni s hed. Hi s 

wi f e has done a l ot  of  r edecor at i ng ar ound t he house and put  up 

c l ean cur t ai ns and r ecover ed some of  t he ol d f ur n i t ur e. The r oom 

i s al so used as a di ni ng r oom s i nce t her e i s a l ar ge r ound t abl e i n 

t he cent er  of  t he apar t ment . The k i t chen i s t i ny . I t  cons i s t s 

mer el y of  a wal l ed- i n st ove and cupboar d space. Ac t ual l y t hi s 

smal l  k i t c hen i s par t  of  t he f r ont  r oom. I t  appar ent l y i s a pul l -

man k i t c hen. Ther e i s a cons i der abl e amount  of  o r i ent al  f oods t uf f s 

on t he shel ves whi ch i s enj oyed by ¿fc ĥe mot her - i n- l aw pr i mar i l y , 

al t ho Tar ada and h i s f ami l y al so l i k e J apanese f ood a gr eat  deal . 

Ter ada ment i oned t hat  t hey eat  J apanese f ood ver y f r equent l y . The 

wr i t er  ent er ed t he r oom whi l e t hey wer e s t i l l  eat i ng di nner  and 

not i ced t hat  t he mot her - i n- l aw was t he onl y one us i ng chops t i cks . 

The whol e f ami l y wai t s unt i l  about  8 o 'c l o c k f or  Ter ada t o come 

home bef or e t hey have di nner . 

Ter ada i s about  5 f t . 5 i n . , r at her  st out  i n h i s bodi l y 

ap ear ance. He has a f u l l  r ound f ace and he appear s t o be r at her  

yout hf ul . Hi s l o f t  eye has a pec ul i ar  sk i n f o l d on t he l i d so 

t hat  i t  appear s he i s squi nt i ng at  you. He wei ghs about  160 

pounds . Ter ada speaks ver y eas i l y , pr obabl y because of  h i s bar ber  

shop exper i ences but  he r ambl es ar ound on var i ous subj ec t s and i t  

was ext r emel y d i f f i c u l t  t o cont r ol  t he i nt er v i ew whi ch was of  a 

f r ee as soc i at i on nat ur e. Ter ada speaks wi t h a def i ni t e Hawai i an 

accent  and he f r equent l y i n j ec t s J apanese wor ds i n h i s conver sa-

t i on. I t  i s a nat ur al  t hi ng f or  hi m and he assumes t hat  ever yone 

under st ands hi m. At  one poi nt  i n t he i nt er v i ew he st at ed t hat  he 

had been so used t o doi ng t hi s t hat  he has t o cat ch hi msel f  whi l e 

wor ki ng so t hat  he wi l l  not  use a J apanese wor d wi t h t he Caucas i an 



cust omer s. Up t o t he t i me of  evacuat i on most  of  h i s cust omer s 

wi r e- of  J apanese ext r ac t i on, pr obabl y .i t  was exc l us i vel y J apanese 

s i nce i t  i s un l i k el y t hat  many Caucas i ans woul d go i nt o t he cent er  

of  t he J apanese communi t y of  Los Angel es f or  a hai r c ut . Ter ada has 

a ver y f r i endl y per s onal i t y . He appear s t o be a hal e f el l ow wel l  

met , and he l i k es t o i nt er es t  hi msel f  i n t he pr obl ems of  ot her  

n i s e i , par t i c u l ar l y of  h i s Hawai i an gr oup. He at t empt s t o cr eat e an 

i mpr ess i on t hat  he i s compl et el y adj us t ed and t hat  he has no t r oubl es 

of  h i s own. However , occas i onal  st at ement s whi ch he <p f >. i ndi cat ed 

t hat  h i s vocat i onal  adj ust ment  i s s t i l l  i ndef i n i t e and t hat  he has 

cons i der abl e f i nanc i a l  wor r i es i n or der  t o suppct t  h i s dependent s . 

He ment i oned t hat  he never  di scussed h i s f i nanc i a l  s t at us wi t h h i s 

wi f e because he di d not  wi sh t o vor r y her .Mor e of  t hi s l a t er . 

Hi s t hr ee year  ol d daught er  i s ext r emel y Amer i can and she 

speaks ver y good Engl i sh f o r  such a young c h i l d . She i s r at her  

qui ck t o obser ve t hi ngs and she asks many ques t i ons . Ter ada men-

t i oned t hat  she was t oo soWt  hear t ed and sever al  t i mes dur i ng t he 

i nt er v i ew and t he hai r c ut  he yel l ed at  h i s daught er  t o shut  up and 

t hen he woul d excuse hi msel f  t o t he wr i t er  by say i ng, "My daught er  

has t oo t ender  f eel i ngs and I  want  t o make her  mor e har d bo i l ed. 

She t akes af t er  her  mot her , I  guess . You c an ' t  be t oo sof t  once 

you* gr ow up bec aus e peopl e wi l l  st e on you t hen . " However , he 

showed qui t e a b i t  of  devot i on t o h i s t i ny daught er  dur i ng t he r es t  

of  t he eveni ng and he i s ver y concer ned about  her  f ut ur e. Ter ada 

does not  bel i eve i n educat i on f o r  n i s e i  g i r l s . »1 t hi nk t hat  n i s e i  

g i r l s shoul d not  go beyond hi gh school  because t hey get  t oo smar t  

t hen and h e r -  t hey do n' t  vant  t o mar r y. I  t hi nk gi r l s shoul d get  

mar r i ed as soon as pos s i bl e because i f  t hey do n ' t , t hey get  t he 

f emal e ur ges and t hen t hey go t o p i ec es . A gi r l  j us t  has t o have 
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a nan. But , of  cour se, I  want  my daught er  t o have a col l ege educa-

t i on. She i s d i f f er ent . My daught er  i s qui t e i nt el l i gent  I  t h i nk . 

I n camp she l ear ned how t o hul a f r om one of  t he Hawai i an n i s ei  ;i r l s 

and we t ook her  al l  ar ound t o t he nei ghbor i ng t owns t o per f or m her  

act  bef or e hak uj i n c l ubs . 

Ter ada's wi f e does not  have t he open per s onal i t y of  her  hus-

band. She i s qui t e s l ender  and she appear s t o be a l i t t l e t al l er  

t han her  husband. She has r at her  f i ne f ac i a l  f eat ur es but  she does 

not  t al k ver y much. I n spi t e of  Ter ada's c l ai ms t hat  h i s apar t ment  

al ways di spl ayed t he open "Hawai i an ho s p i t a l i t y " t owar ds v i s i t o r s , 

hi s-  wi f e and her  s i s t er  di spl ayed bad soc i al  manner s when t he 

wr i t er  appear ed. They went  on wi t h t hei r  conver sat i on i n t he cor ner  

and made no ef f o r t  t o be f r i endl y . Thi s i s t ypi c al  of  t he maj or i t y 

o f ' t he n i s ei  who l ack exper i ence i n soc i al  et i quet t e. Per haps t hi s 

i s because h i s wi f e and s i s t er  ar e Cal i f o r n i a n i s ei  and not  Hawai i an 

n i s e i . They have had a smal l  t own r ur al  4m. envi r onment  and t hey ar e 

r at her  I nhi bi t ed i n t hei r  soc i al  cont act s wi t h s t r anger s . They al l  

went  t o bed whi l e Ter ada was s t i l l  gi v i ng t he wr i t er  a hai r c ut  and 

t he wr i t er  f e l t  i t  was r at her  bad manner s t o wal k i n and out  of  t he 

r oom i n t hei r  paj amas . 'Thi s must  be t he i nf l uence of  t he camps 

wher e t her e was l i t t l e pr i vac y but  I t  I s not  ver y good t ast e f or  an 

ur ban communi t y. 

Dur i ng t he i nt er v i ew Tai ada appar ent l y was di s t ur bed about  h i s 

pr esent  st at us and he por ed Eor t h h i s 't r oubl es i n get t i ng a bar ber  

shop of  h i s own. I ns t ead of  r ecogni z i ng t he var i ous f ac t or s i n-

vo l ved, Ter ada put  t he c hi ef  bl ame upon t he WRA. The wr i t er  wi l l  

quot e t he cour se of  h i s conver sat i on as near l y ver bat i m as pos s i bl e 

wi t hout  i n j ec t i ng any anal ys i s unt i l  a l at er  t i me when mor e i nf or ma-

t i on i s av ai l abl e. I t  may be ment i oned her e t hat  t he i  t er v i ew 
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l as t ed about  t wo hour s of  whi ch hal f  of  t he t i me was spent  s i t t i ng 

on a smal l  s t ool  whi l e Ter ada c l i pped t he wr i t er ' s ha i r . Ter ada had 

an©t her  appoi nt ment  at  9:50 but  h i s n i s ei  cust omer  di d not  show up 

so t hat  t he wr i t er  was abl e t o t al k t o hi m f or  an addi t i onal  hour  i  

bef or e Ter ada r et i r ed f or  t he eveni ng. Occas i onal l y dur i ng t he 

conver sat i on t he wr i t er  asked quest i ons but  t he gr eat er  par t  of  t he 

f o l l owi ng conver sat i on was gi ven wi t hout  any spec i al  pumpi ng. 

"You know, we have 28 n i s ei  i n t hi s bu i l d i ng. They wer e 

al l owed t o come i n h e r e because of  t he k i ndness of  t he owner s . They 

don't  cause any t r oubl e and t hey pay t hei r  r ent  pr ompt l y and t hey 

never  make a l ot  of  no i se so t hat  t he l andl or d l i k es t hem. 'The 

l andl or d i s a J ew. That 's why h e ' s t aken p i t y on t he n i s e i . Thi s 

i s not  l i k e many J ews who cheat ed t he c l ot hes o f f  of  our  backs i n 

Cal i f o r ni a j ust  bef or e evacuat i on. Some of  t he J ews ar e al l  r i gh t , 

es pec i al l y t hose out  her e. They ar e| not  such money gr abber s l i k e 

t he Cal i f o r ni a ones ." 
knowl edge of  

(Due t o t he l ack o f / t he J apanese l anguage on t he par t  of  t he 

wr i t er , i t  was i mposs i bl e t o i nj ec t  t he manner  J apanese wor ds and 

phr ases whi ch Ter ada used i n h i s c onver sat i on.) 

"Si nce evacuat i on I ' v e had a pr et t y t ough t i me and t hi ngs ar e 

not  l i k e t hey wer e bef or e t he war . I  never  t hought  t hat  I  woul d be 

her e i n Chi cago. I  was pr et t y wel l  f i xed i n Ni hon- machi  bef or e t he 

war  and I  di d not  have so many wor r i es t hen. Ql h e n I  went  t o Sant a 

Ani t a I  al most  f el t  l i k e c r y i ng. Ther e was hor se manur e al l  over  

t he p l ac e. The r ooms j ust  f cmel l ed of  i t  and I  had a f eel i ng of  

anger  come al l  over  me when I  t hought  of  how t he ket os wer e pushi ng 

us ar ound. We wer e put  i n ai . di r t y | empt y r oom and i t  was such a 

mi ser abl e f eel i ng t hat  we j ust  sat  on a t r unk and c r i ed . But  I  
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r eal i zedt hat  we had t o l i v e t her e f or  a whi l e and I  want ed my 

chi l d t o be i n a sani t ar y pl ace so t hat  di e woul d not  cat ch a l ot  

of  di s eas e. I  bought  some l y s o l  f r i ght  away and we c l eaned t he 

whol e pl ace out . The apar t ment  was damp and so we caught  a col d 

r i ght  away. Man, we wer e s i ck f o r  a l ong t i me. Ther e was a st r ong 

wi nd comi ng r i ght  i nt o our  apar t ment  and t h i s gave us a c o l d. I t  

was such a t er r i bl e p l ac e, I  even hat e t o t hi nk about  i t  now. The 

f ood was t er r i b l e. Don't  l et  t hem ever  k i d you t hat  i t  was di f f er -

ent . I ' v e r ead st at ement s i n t he newspaper s t hat  we wer epamper ed 

and t hat  we had st eaks and bat ht ubs . That ' s a bi g j oke. The mess 

hal l s t hat  we at e i n ac t ual l y f ed 5000 peopl e at  a t i me and many an 

hour  I  had t o st and i n l i ne wi t h my c hi l d j ust  l i k e a r e l i e f  bum so 

t hat  I  coul d get  somet hi ng t o f i l l  my st omach. I t  was n't  wor t h i t  

most  of  t he t i me because al l  we got  was s l op, j ust  p l a i n di r t y ol d 

s l op. And I ' l l  t el l  you about  t he bat ht ubs fer e had. We had shower s 

but  we had t o wal k t hr ough dust  and mud t o get  t o t hem and most  of  

t he.t i me t her e was no hot  wat er . They di d not  even gi ve us soap 

and f or  a l ong t i me i t  was ver y har d f or  us t o even buy i t . That 's 

ver y har d an a J apanese because we ar e a c l ean peopl e and we l i k e t o 

t ake r eal  hot  bat hs and be c l ean. But  we coul d not  do t hat  when 

t hey t hr ew uhe r  i ght  i n t he mi ddl e of  hor se manur e. J  

" I  wor ked as a eensus t aker  i n Sant a Ani t a because t hey want ed 

us t o cut  hai r  f or  $12 a mont h. I magi ne t hat , I  make about  § 10 a 

week oni  t he s i de r i ght  now by cut t i ng hai r  i n t he eveni ngs and i n 

Sant a Ani t a I  woul d have had t o wor k a whol e mont h t o make t hat . 

I  won't  t el l  you what  I  made bef or e t he war  exac t l y because you know 

how t he bar ber s ar e. We al l  f i x up t he books so t hat  we do n' t  have 

t o pay so much i ncome t axes . I  made about  $150 a mont h f o r  t he 
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I nt er nal  Revenue man but  ac t ual l y I  made about  $50 a mont h and 

over  whi ch I  di d not  t el l  t hem about . That  was a pr et t y goodl i v i ng 

f or  a J apanese. That 's why I  l i k e t o be my own boss because you can 

make a decent  l i v i ng at  l eas t . 1 di d not  enj oy my wor k as a census 

t aker  i n Sant a Ani t a. I n or der  t o keep mysel f  occupi ed, I  was t he 

o r i gi nal  one t o make wooden s l i pper s . I  got  a l l  of  t he Hawai i an 

boys t oget her  and I  made t hem go i t  t oo i n or der  t o keep t hem out  of  

mi s c hi ef . I  made sever al  hundr ed of  t hose wooden s l i pper s and I  

wor e t hem f or  15 mont hs because I  want ed t o save my l eat her  shoes . 

Man, t hat  was a mi st ake because my f eet  i nc r eased one s i ze and now 

al l  of  my shoes ar e t i ght  f or  me. I  c an ' t  get  ot her  ones because of  

t he shoe r at i oni ng so I  wi l l  j ust  have t o wai t  unt i l  ei t her  my f oot  

shr i nks or  my shoes s t r et ches out . 

"Ever f t  t i me I  t hi nk of  shoes my f eet  hur t . I ' v e wal ked ar ound 

f or  days and days on t hat  har d cement  pavement  s i nce comi ng t o 

ĥ i c ago |  and l ook i ng f or  a j ob. Do n' t  ever  l et  t hem t el l  you t hat  

i t ' s easy t o get  a j ob out  her e. I  wr i t e back t o camp and t el l  my 

f r i ends t o st ay t her e because t hey ar e bet t er  o f f . I  t el l  t hem not  

t o come out  unt i l  t he gover nment  gi ves t hem mor e money as i t  t akes a 

l ong t i me t o get  a j ob. I  am a mast er  bar ber  but  j ust  because I  am 

a J apanese I  have had a ver y har d t i me. They make i t  al most  im-

poss i bl e f o r  you t o get  a j ob. I  had a l l  k i nds of  t r oubl e get t i ng 

my bar ber  l i c ens e. I  was al l  set  t o buy my own bar ber shop ear l y 

t hi s mont h (Sept ember ). I  made a deal  wi t h t he F i l i p i no down on 

519 Dear bor n St . He di d not  want  t o s el l  t o me r i ght  away because 

he was af r ai d t hat  h i s F i l i p i no cust omer s woul d not  l i k e a J apanese. 

I  t l i k ed hi m i nt o i t  so I  s t ar t ed t o wor k f or  hi m. He s t i l l  woul d 

not  sel l  t o me. Af t er  t he f i r s t  week t he ot her  F i l i p i no s di d not  

l i k e me. They wer e t he i s s ei  F i l i p i no s . I  got  al ong good wi t h most  



of  t he F i l i p i no pust omer s. I  know how t o cut  t hei r  hai r  j us t  

r i ght . I t  t akes a J apanese bar ber  t o cut  a F i l i p i no ' s and J apan-

ese ha i r . Never  go t o a Caucas i an bar ber  because t hey ' l l  chop you 

al l  up. 

"Af t er  I  wor ked i n t hat  bar ber  shop f or  a week , t her e was a 

bi g ar gument  and I  got  scar ed f o r  t he F i l i p i no boss because I  

t hought  maybe t he ot her  F i l i p i no s woul d hur t  hi m. They wer e c al l i ng 

hi m a J ap l over  and f i hey di d not  l i k e hi m t o hi r e a J apanese. The 

F i l i p i no boss apol ogi zed t o me but  t hat  di d not  do any good. I  

t ol d hi m t hat  I  woul d qui t . I  di d not  get  mad as I  t r i ed t o put  

mysel f  i nt o h i s shoes . I  knew he was i n a t ough spot  so I  t r i ed t o 

be peac ef ul . I  coul d have st ayed i f  I  i ns i s t ed but  t hat  woul d have 

made t r oubl e. We ar e t he under dogs now and we have t o t ake a beat -

i ng. I  was ver y di sappo i nt ed because I  t hought  t hat  t he F i l i p i no 

woul d s el l  me h i s shop pr et t y soon. I  was j us t  begi nni ng t o bui l d 

up a good bus i nes s . I  had passed ar ound over  700 car es t el l i ng t he 

J apanese t o come down f o r  a hai r c ut  and a f ew wer e comi ng. Now, 

t hey do n' t  know wher e I  am and t hey ar e al l  goi ng down t her e, 1 

t h i nk . I  am t r y i ng t o get  t hem t o get  t o come t o my apar t ment  f or  

a hai r c ut . I  gi ve t he J apanese spec i al  car e when I  gi ve t hem a 

hai r cut  and i t  i s wor t h t he 75 c4nt s t o t hem. 

"Ti mes ar e har d f or  us al l  and we have t o expect  a l ot  of  di s-

c r i mi nat i ons . When I  got  out  her e, I  had a t ough t i me f i ndi ng a 

house. I  woul d wal k ar ound and when I  saw a vacancy s i gn 1 woul d 

go i n and ask f o r  i t . The l andl or d woul d l ook at  me f unny and say 

t hat  i t  was j us t  r ent ed f i v e mi nut es ago. I  woul d go out s i de but  

when I  came back t he next  day t he s i gn was s t i l l  up. I n ot her  

pl aces t hey woul d t el l  me t hat  t hey di d not  want  J apanese and ot her  

o r i ent al s i n t he bu i l d i ng. They t hi nk t hat  we ar e goi ng t o l ower  
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t he r ent . I  r epor t ed some of  t hese cases t o t he WRA but  t hey c an ' t  

do anyt hi ng about  i t . They sai d t hat  i t  was none of  t hei r  bus i nes s . 

They knew t hat  i t  i s har d f or  us and t hey do n' t  want  t o get  i n-

vol ved i f  t hey can hel p i t . The damn l ady down t her e 't ol d me al l  

about  t he ot her  n i s ei  who got  apar t ment s and she ac t ual l y t r i ed t o 

t el l  me t hat  t her e was no hous i ng di s c r i mi nat i on. I  j ust  t ol d her  

t o come out  wi t h me once and see f or  her s el f  but  she sai d t hat  she 

was t oo bus y . That  di sgus t ed me. F i nal l y I  l i e * about  my nat i on-

a l i t y . I  t o l d t hem t hat  I  was a Hawai i an. J-  f i na l l y got  t hi s pl ace 

f r om t he J ewi sh l andl or d and he do n' t  car e i f  we ar e Chi namen as 

l ong as we behave out sel ves and pay t he r ent  on t i me. I n t he bar ber  

shop I  am wor k i ng now, I  al so l et  peopl e t hi nk I  am Chi nese i f  t hey 

ask . Most  of  t hem don*t  pay any at t ent i on as t hey j ust  go t o t he 

youngest  man i n t he shop f or  a hai r c ut . They ar e onl y i nt er es t ed 

i n get t i ng t hei r  ha i r  cut  good. Once i n a whi l e one of  t he cust omer s 

may ask me i f  X am Chi nese. I  do n ' t  say not hi ng but  I  j ust  sor t  of  

nod my head and wi nk my eye a l i t t l e b i t  so t hey t hi nk I  am sayi ng 

y es . I t  i s no use t el l i ng t hem I  am J apanese and t h i n spendi ng a 

hal f  hour  expl ai ni ng al l  about  i t . 

"The WRA di d not  do a t hi ng f o r  me. They j ust  want  t o push 

you i nt o any k i nd of  j ob and t hey do n ' t  car e what  k i nd of  t r ai ni ng 

you've had bef o r e. h en X f i r s t  dec i ded t o come out , I  appl i ed as 

a domest i c wor ker . The WRA l ady t o l d m t o l eave my chi l d behi nd 

but  I  di d not  want  t o do t hat . Then t he Chi cago WRA o f f i c e sent  

me an i nv i t at i on t o t ake a domest i c j ob. When I  got  out  her e, I  

dec i ded t hat  I  wot f l d r at her  be a bar her  agai n because I  t hought  

t her e woul d be a good chance. Mr . Sh i r r el l  got  ver y made when I  

t ur ned down t he domest i c j ob and he sai d t hat  I  had decei ved h i s 
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o f f er . He t r i ed t o f o r c e me t o t ake i t  by say i ng t hat  i t  was t he 

onl y j ob open t o me, <£
he ot her  i nt er v i ewer s wer e t he same way . 

J us t  because I  had t wo year s domest i c wor k exper i enc e, t hey want ed 

me t o t ake t hat  j ob. I  had 15 y e a s expedi ence as a mast er  bar ber  

but  t hey t r i ed t o di s cour age me on t hat . I hey wer e j us t  mad because 

t hey t hought  t hey wer e l e f t  ho l di ng t he sack on a domest i c j ob. I  

dec i ded t o l ook ar ound by my s el f . 

"The f i r s t  t hi nf c I  d i d was t o get  a bar beer ' s l i c ens e . I  t hought  

t hat  t hi s woul d be eas y but  ac t ual l y i t  was 36 days bef o r e t hey gave 

me my l i c ens e. I  coul d not  get  a bar ber  j ob un t i l  I  had t hi s l i -

cense but  I  wal k ed a l l  ar ound t r y i ng t o make my c ont ac t s . I  even 

went  i nt o a l o t  of  p r i v at e empl oyment  o f f i c es . One day I  went  down 

t o t he USES. The man down t her e was ni c e but  he coul d not  o f f er  me 

a decent  j ob. He sai d t hat  t he Ni ho nj i n wer e bei ng t aken advant age 

of  and he was ashamed t o send t hem out  f o r  some of  t he l ower  wages 

whi ch wer e o f f er ed. They onl y got § 40 t o #60 a mont h f o r  some j obs . 

Ther e wer e ot her  j obs o f f er ed but  i t  was a l l  i ar d l abo r . I  have not  

done any har d l abor  f o r  15 year s so I  d i d not  t ake any of  t hese 

j o bs , I  8.1 t ho some of  t he .ages wer e pr et t y good. l  s t i l l  want ed t o 

0 en my own bar ber  shop f o r  t he J apanes e. ' I  ent  down and t ook t he 

bar ber ' s exami nat i on and ever y day 1 woul d go bac k t o f i nd out  i f  1 

had passed or  no t . I  expec t ed any mi nut e f o r  t hem t o say t hat  I  had 

pas s ed. But  t hi s di d not  happen f or  56 day s . 

"1 r ead i n t he paper  one day t hat  a F i l i p i no want ed t o s e l l  h i s 

bar ber  so I  made my cont ac t  wi t h h i m. He woul d not  s el l  t o me be-

cause t he ot her s got  mad. So I  wor ked f o r  hi m one week . Af t er  t hat  

1 l ooked ar ound some mor e out  ar ound 65r d St . I  went  t o i nt er v i ew 

t he Caucas i an man who adver t i s ed f o r  a bar ber  and he gave me a j ob 

r ec ent l y . I ' v e onl y been wor k i ng t hem a coupl e of  weeks now. My 
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pr esent  boss i s a cheapskat e. He h i r ed me because he t hi nks t hat  

he can get  a bet t er  deal . I  onl y get  &0% of  t he bus i nes s I  do over  

041. The us ual  scal e i s 704, but  I  coul d not  ar gue wi t h hi m on t hat  

because My f ami l y i as t o eat . The uni on scal e i s us ual l y ;28 a 

week guar ant eed. Bi en i f  you do over  41 of  bus i ness you get  70 i . 

My deal  i s t he *28 guar ant ee wi t h a 60?? cut  over  t he *41 of  bus i ness 

a week . However , I  t hi nk t hat  i t  may wor k out  akay . Al l  of  my 

cust omer s ar e hak uj i n so f a r . I  hav en' t  passed out , car ds t o J apan-

ese yet  because I  do n ' t  know how l ong I ' l l  be t her e. I  want  t o be 

mor e set t l ed f i r s t  bef or e I  make my own bus i nes s . The f i r s t  week I  

made onl y t f22 of  bus i ness f or  my boss but  I  got  my ..528 guar ant ee. 

That  was bet t er  t han my week at  fee F i l i p i no wher e I  made onl y f l 6 

of  bus i ness f or  t he bos s . Thi s i s a good s t ar t  f o r  a bar ber  as you 

have t o bu i l d up a bus i nes s f i r s t  and you c an ' t  expect  t o do i t  f or  

at  l eas t  a mont h. The pr esent  pl ace i s i n a pr et t y good l ocat i on 

but  t he t hr ee bar ber s i n t h i s shop ar e t oo many. X got  a cont r act  

t o go t al k t o a man at  t he I nt er nat i onal  House f r om Dr . Tashi r o and 

I  am hopi ng t hat  I  can get  i n t her e pr et t y soon because i t  '.as a 

bet t er  at mospher e. The an t her e who mans t he bar ber  shop i s a 

good J oe and he says t hat  he wi l l  gi ve me - a j ob as soon as ever y-

t hi ng opens . I  l i k e hi m because he do n' t  l ook down on :'ou as an 

i nf er i o r  per s on. I n t he meant i me I  have t o eat  and i t  cos t s a l o t  

of  money t o suppor t  my wi f e and baby . Babi es ar e veSy expens i ve 

because t hey need al l  k i nds of  t hi ngs and I  have t o see t hat  she 

get s al l  t he advant ages . For  a whi l e I  t hought  of  doi ng manual  

l abor  af t er  I  l e f t  t he F i l i p i no bar ber  shop I  was goi ng t o get  a 

def ense j ob but  t hi s ot her  deal  wi t h t he hal mj i n came up. I  don' t  

know when I ' l l  ever  get  back on my f ood agai n s i nce evecuat i on al l  

of  my money has been goi ng out  and not hi ng has been comi ng i n. 
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"I n camp al one I  spent  over  #1400 of  my own money. Most  of  - it  

was f o r  odds and ends t hat  we needed. I  had t o eat  so t hat  we bought  

a l o t  of  canned f oods . ;'e al so t o get  spec i al  f oods f o r  my baby be-

cause she c an ' t  s t and t he f ood t hat  t he WRA f l i shed out . Somebody 

was maki ng a bi g gr af t  on t he f ood i n camp and i t  was n't  t he J apan-

es e. Some of  t hose hak uj i ns i n camp wer e di r t y and t hey even cheat ed 

mo. We woul d ask t hem t o go i nt o t own t o buy so e t hi ng and when ¿hey 

br ought  i t  back t hey woul d over char ge me. Once I  had one of  t he 

t eacher s go out  t o buy a t hr ee- pound chi cken f or  me and I  had t o pay 

her  $4 f or  i t . I  t hi nk t hat  she made $2 by doi ng t h i s . I  don't  see 

how anybody coul d t ake advant age of  t he J apanese l i k e t hi s because 

we wer e al r eady har d up. I n Ar kansas t he f ood was even mor e t er r i bl e 

I  we a r  t hat  we had no meat  f or  t hr ee mont hs. They gave us t hat  dr y 

sal t y ol d f i s h whi ch made my st omach t ur n ever y t i mej f r  I  put  i t  i n 

my mout h. I  was f oo l ed t ho when I  t hought  t hi ngs woul d be easy out  

her e. Al l  t he t i me I ' v e wor r i ed about  get t i ng a j ob. I  di d not  

know i t  was so har d t o become a bar ber  out  her e. They t ook such a 

l ong t i me i n gi v i ng me my l i c ens e because my f ace was yel l ow and I  

di d not  pass t he t est  of  bei ng a whi t e man. Don't  ever  bel i eve t hat  

t her e i s no di s c r i mi nat i on out  her e. I n camp I  hear d t hat  t he 

Chi cago ar ea was a home f or  democr acy but  i t  i s no t . Look at  t he 

way t he Negr oes l i v e . 

"J us t  becau- se I  am a J apanese t he peopl e expect  me t o wor k f o r  

a cheaper  wage, and I  c an ' t  do t hat . I  appl i ed at  t he YMCA bar ber , 

shop dur i ng he t i me I  was l ook i ng f or  a j ob and I  f ound out  t hat  

i t  was a di r t y deal . A J ew guy r uns t he "Y " bar ber  shop and I t  i s 

a pr i vat e concess i on. Why do n ' t  t he "Y " r un i t s own bar ber  shop? 

The jct i rty J ew t hought  t hat  he was gi v i ng me a bar gai n when he 

o f f er ed 50 i  of  a 60 cent s hai r  c ut . Hdwant ed me t o scab f or  hi m 
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V j ust  because i t  was at  t he YMCA, He sai d t hat  t her e wer e a l ot  of  

J apanese t  er e and I  woul d make pl ent y of  money but  I  t ur ned hi m 

down c o l d. I t  was t er r i f i c f or  hi m t o expect  50 ' j us t  f or  t he use 

of  a c hai r , 

nBut  t her e ar e qui t e a f ew whi t es her e who ar e ni ce es pec i al l y 

t hey t hi nk t hat  I  am a F i l i p i no , The F i l i p i nos ar e wel comed her e. 

I n Chi cago t her e ar e qui t e a f ew di f f er ent  nat i o nal i t i es and peo; l e 

t r y t o l et  you al one as much as ; os s i bl e i f  you mi dd your  own busi -

ness ana make an honest  l i v i ng , I  l i k e i t  bet t er  i n Cal i f o r ni a 

t han her e. Most  of  t he peopl e don't  car e what  you ar e but  t he bosses 

seem t o be mor e scar ed t han t he publ i c . That  i s why t hey ar e not  so 

wi l l i ng t o hi r e a J apanese. They t hi nk t hat  t hey may be cal l ed a 

 ̂ di s l oy al  Amer i can i f  t hey do . Most  of  t he whi t e bosses have never  

hear d of  t he evacuat i on and i f  you t el l  t hem you ar e J apanese t v ey 

t hi nk you have escaped f r om t he concent r at i on camp. They can't  un-

der st and why t he WRA i s l et t i ng °apanese i nt o Chi cago. They do n ' t  

t hi nk of  you as Amer i cans . 

"When I  f i r s t  s t ar t ed t o wor k at  t he pr esent  pl ace I  was a 

l i t t l e .ner vous. I  t hought  t hat  I f  t he F i l i p i nos pr ot est ed so much 

t he whi t es woul d even pr ot es t  mor e because t hey ar e mor e pr ej udi c ed. 
\ 

However , I  have not  had anyt r oubl e so f ar  and a l ot  of  cust omer ss i t  

at  my chai r  because t hey see t hat  I  am a younger  man and I  gi ve 

� bet t er  hai r c ut s . I f  I  do st ay t her e I  t hi nk t hat  I  wi l l  be abl e t o 

make a l i v i ng . I f  bus i nes s get s good I  t hi nk t hat  I  shoul d be abl e 

t o make ¿55 or  j 40 a week . But  I  woul d l i k e t o go wor k i n t he ! :1 

® House because I  wi l l  l i k e i t  bet t er  t her e. I  t hi nk t hat  I  can even 

make mor e money al s o . The so l di er s get  hai r c ut s f or  60 cpnt s but  I  

do n ' t  mi nd t hat  because I  can get  speed by cut t i ng t hem f as t . 

" I  don t  expect  t o s t ay i n Chi cago t he r es t  of  my l i f e . Next  



year , i f  t hi ngs t ur n out  a l i t t l e bet t er , I  may go t o New Yor k t o 

l ook ar ound. Af t er  t he war  I  exper t  t o go back t o Honol ul u wher e 

t he peopl e ar e mor e f r i endl y . I  wi l l  t ake my mot her - i n- l aw and t he 

r es t  o f  my f ami l y t her e. 1 don't  want  t o ever  go back t o Cal i -

f o r n i a. i 'he peopl e out  t her e ar e cheap andt her e ar e t oo many J ews 

r unni ng t hi ngs . I  know when I  am not  want ed. I f  I  go back t o 

Hawai i  I  can l i v e comf or t abl y t her e, and you ar e accept ed as 

a man. Most  of  t he bar ber s i n Honol ul u ar e Ni ho nj i n . A l o t  of  

t he bar ber  shops ar e r un by n i s ei  g i r l s but  a good man can get  a 

l ot  of  t r ade. Ri ght  now I  saw i n t he Honol ul u St ar  Bul l et i n j ob 

o f f er s f or  bar ber s i n t he Want - Ads o f f er i ng ¡¿75 a week. I f  I  coul d 

get  t o Hawai i  I ' d go t omor r ow. A f r i end of  mi ne appl i ed to go back 

t o Hawai i  a whi l e ago and he wi l l  l et  me know i f  t he Army wi l l  l et  

hi m go back home. .Ri ght  now I  do n' t  t hi nk t hat  i t  i s poss i bl e be-

cause t he Army wi l l  onl y per mi t  eBsent i al  wor ker s t o go t he ê. I  

do n' t  t hi nk t hey want  any mor e J apanese goi ng back t o t he i s l ands 

f or  t he dur at i on. But  af t er  t he war  I  wi l l  go and nobody can st op 

me. Of  cour se, I  v/i l l  have t o save some money t o make t hat  t ±i p 

and at  t he r at e I 'm goi ng r i ght  now, I  may not  be abl e t o save much 

money. But  I  expect  t hi ngs t o pi ck up and I  shoul d be abl e t o save 

a l i t t l e . 

:!The mai n r eason I  want  t o go back t o Hawai i  i s because I  want  

t o r ai s e my baby i n a pl ac'e wher e t hey have no r ac i al  f eel i ngs . That  

i s Hawai i . I t  i s t he onl y pl ace i n t hi s count r y t hat  you can f i nd 

such t ol er ance among al l  of  t he peopl e. I  am a l i t t l e scar ed of  my 

f ut ur e her e. Thi ngs may get  t ough f or  al l  of  t he J apanese i f  t he 

war  get s bad. Ri ght  now t he n i s ei  ar e bei ng t r eat ed good bec aus e 

t her e I s a shor t age of  wor ker s but  you c an ' t  t el l  what  wi l l  happen 

when t he Amer i can so l di er s get  k i l l ed o f f  i n l ar ge number s. 
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"When I  was younger  I  had gr eat  ambi t i ons . Now my dr eams of  

bei ng a bi g man i n a bi g c i t y ar e al l  gone. I  j ust  want  t o be a 

smal l  man i n a smal l  t own and I  don' t  t hi nk about  mysel f  so much 

any mor e. My hopes ar e t o make my wi f e and baby comf or t abl e. I  

have a good wi f e and a wonder f ul  baby and t hey ar e somet hi ng t hat  I  

can wor k f o r . I ' l l  go br oke i n t hi s t own i f  I  have t o keep spendi ng 

my money l i k e I  have been do i ng. - hat  l i t t l e I  have i s goi ng f as t . 

I  had i nt ended t o save t hat  money f or  f ut ur e sec ur i t y but  i t  i s 

i mposs i bl e t o do t hat  now. And I  am al ways di ppi ng i n t hi s f und. 

Now, t her e i s not  ver y much l e f t . My r i c h s i s t er  i n Hawai i  o f f er ed 

me hel p but  I  t o l d her  t hat  t her e wer e f i v e mi l l i on peopl e i n 
* 

ĥi cago maki ng a l i v i ng so t hat  I  shoul d be abl e t o do t he same, 

i  f ee l  l i k e r et r ac t i ng t hat  now. My s i s t er  has a l ot  of  money and 

she woul d not  mi ss a l i t t l e t o hel p me out  and I  coul d c er t ai nl y 

use i t  but  I  j ust  cannot  br i ng mysel f  t o accept i ng any money. I  

am t he head of  t he f ami l y and I  have my pr i de t o keep up. My wi f e 

coul d not . l ook up t o me so much i f  I  f a i l ed t o be t he sol e br ead-

wi nner  and st ar t ed t o t ake money f r om r el at i v es . I f  I  wer e al one 

I  woul d not  wor r y so- much as I  coul d go down t o my l as t  di me t hen 

and I  coul d al ways make out  but  now I  have a baby and she needs cod 

l i v er  o i l  and al l  sor t s of  t hi ngs l i k e t hat  and I  c an' t  deny i t  t o 

her , because we have t o br i ng up a heal t hy c h i l d . 

"When I  sol d out  my bus i nes s i n Los Angel es I  got  a pr et t y 

f a i r  deal  on some of  my t h i ngs . I  sol d my car  f or  § 475 spot  cash. 

When l  had t he adver t i sement  i n my bar ber shop wi ndow some J ews came 

ar ound and of f er ed me $275 and t hat  made me mad as Hel l . I  di d not  

have t o s el l  at  t hi s l ow pr i c e because a young co l l ege boy came 

ar ound and he of f er ed #450. He was j us t  get t i ng mar r i ed and he 

want ed t o go on a honeymoon. I  sai d t o hi m, 'L i s t en her e, woul d 
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you t ake advant age of  me f or  a l ousy § 25? Her e I  am, l os i ng my 

bus i nes s , my home and ever yt hi ng and you want  t o t ake advant gge 

and get  a deal  f or  § 25 l es s , ô you t hi nk t hat ' s f ai r ? I  am 

s el l i ng t he car  f or  about  h a l f  what  i t  i s r ea l l y - worth-  al r eady .» 

"The Hak uj i n f el l ow agr eed wi t h me and he gave me t he $475 

r i ght  t her e wi t hout  anot her  wor d and af t er  I  s i gned t he paper  over  

t o hi m he wi shed me l uck i n t he evacuat i on. 

:'But  t he J ews do n' t  have a hear t  l i k e "t hat  and t hey t r y t o 

squeeze bl ood f r om a beet . The bar ber shop d i dn ' t  bel ong t o me 

ent i r el y s i nce I  had a par t ner  and we wer e t r y i ng ;o s el l  i t  f or  

#1500. ĥen a J ew f i r m comes al ong and o f f er s us ¿¡>50, i magi ne 

t hat . I  coul d have h i t  t he man. I t ' s j ust  l i k e knocki ng c r i ppl e 

down and t ak i ng h i s canes away f r om hi m. 'The J ews di d not  car e 

what  became of  us and t hey wer e onl y l ook i ng ar ound f or  good deal s 

because t hey knew t hey coul d make money on t he J apanese. The J ews 

di d a gr eat  wr ong t o t he J apanese .i n Cal i f o r n i a, espec i al l y i n Los 

Angel es.-  I f  t hey act  l i k e t hat  al l  t he t i me, i t  i s no wonder  t hat  

even t he whi t es hat e t hem and t r eat  t hem wi t h di s c r i mi nat i on. We 

f i na l l y got  r i d of  our  bar ber  shop f or  $200. We isol d. i t  t o a 7.. i  mi . J ., 

r es t aur ant  man because we coul d not  get  any ot her  o f f er s and t he t i me 

was get t i ng shor t . He t hought  we wer e comi ng r i ght  back af t er  t he 

gover nment  had c l ear ed us but  we never  d i d . 

I  l os t  out  on my f ur ni t ur e al s o . I n J anuar y , 194X I  had 

moved t o Boyl e Hei ght s as I  want ed t o make my home t her e per manet l y . 

I  had been l i v i ng i n anot her  sec t i on of  t own. I  was so conf i dent  

t hat  t he J apanese woul d not  be bot her ed even wi t h a war  goi ng on 

t hat  I  went  out  and put  § 980 cash down f or  new f ur n i t ur e. I  di d 

not  even t hi nk of  t he po s s i b i l i t y of  a gener al  evacuat i on. Wel l , 

I  used t hat  new f ur ni t ur e exac t l y one mont h and 10 days and t hen I  



sol d i t  f or  $400. I t  makes me f eel  bad t o l ose ;)580 j ust  l i k e 

t hat . I  was ver y sur pr i sed when i t  was announced t hat  t he ni s ei  

woul d have t o be evacuat ed t oo . I  t hought  t hat  t he i s s ei  woul d be 

evacuat ed but  I  never  dr eamed t hat  i t  woul d t ouch us . I  got  scar ed 

and exc i t ed about  my f ur ni t ur e and I  f i gur ed t hat  I  woul d have t o 

Bel l  f as t  and $400 was bet t er  t han not hi ng at  a l l . I t  was a good 

t hi ng t hat  I  di d get  t hi s money because I ' v e had t o spend so much 

s i nce comi ng out  of  camp. 

" I  pay 1̂3. 50 a week f or  r ent  f or  my apar t ment  or  § 60 a mont h 

f or  my apar t ment  now. I 'm used t o l i v i ng i n t he Amer i can s t y l e 

and I  c an ' t  af f or d l ower  my st andar d of  l i v i ng . I  t r i ed t o save 

at  l eas t  $5 a mont h f or  heal t h savi ngs but  I  hav en't  been abl e t o 

do i t  yet . I 'm j us t  not  savi ng anyt hi ng at  a l l . My l i v i ng ex-

penses ar e alb l eas t  i;?30 a week . My s i st er - i n- l aw hel ps out  wi t h 

t he r ent , but  I  have a mot her - i n- l av/ t o suppor t  al so so t he cost  

goes upi . Then t her e ar e qui t e a f ew ot her  t hi ngs t hat  I  have t o 

buy . We -  spend most  of  our  l ei s ur e ti i jLe at  home but  ever y Tuesday 

i s movi e ni ght  f or  t he f ami l y . 

" I  do n' t  have much t i me f or  pl easur e her e because of  my wor k . 

I  get  up at  7: 30 i n t he mor ni ng and by 9 o 'c l oc k I  am at  wor k . I  

get  o f f  about  7:30 i n t he eveni ng and i t  i s 8:30 bef or e I  get  home 

t o eat . I  c an ' t  s t ay up t o l at e because I  have t o get  up ear l y so 

t hi s does not  gi ve me much f r ee t i me. On Sunday I  s l eep unt i l  10 

or  11 because I  v/ork l at e on Sat ur day eveni ngs . We do n' t  go t o any 

spec i al  chur ch but  I  woul d l i k e t o go gr adual l y . I  used t o go as a 

k i d but  now I  am t oo busy f o r  i t . Lat er  on I  woul d l i k e t o st ar t  

goi ng because i t  i s a good i nf l uence on my k i d . I  used t o r ead 

qui t e a b i t , es pec i al l y i n camp but  I  do n' t  do much r eadi ng now 

except  f o r  newspaper s and magazi nes . 
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nWe have qui t e a f ew peopl e dr oppi ng i n t o v i s i t  us . Some-  . 

t i mes t hey come pr et t y l at e i n t he eveni ngs . I  bel i ev e i n hav i ng 

a l ot  of  f r i ends because t hat  i s t h e bes t  par t  of  l i v i ng . Ever yone 

shoul d have a l ot  of  f r i ends . The n i s ei  need t hem mor e t han ever  

now because t hey ar e al l  al one i n a bi g c i t y . The whi t es ar e not  

t oo f r i endl y al t ho t her e ar e a f ew who ar e i nt er es t ed but  I  do n' t  

car e f or  t hei r  at t i t ude. They t hi nk t hat  we ar e i nf er i o r  babi es or  

somet hi ng. I  do appr ec i at e t he hel p t hey ar e gi v i ng but  I  l i k e 

n i s ei  f r i ends bet t er . The Y/RA i s maki ng a bi g mi st ake by t r y i ng t o 

keep al l  J apanese apar t . I t  i s n ' t  nat ur al  and t hose peopl e down i n 

t hat  of f i ce-  do n' t  know anyt hi ng about  J apanese anyway. They shoul d 

know mor e about  t he J apanese bef or e t hey s t ar t  goi ng anyt hi ng l i k e 

t hat . Al r eady t hey have a n i s ei  a l l  scar ed of  t hem so t hat  t he 

n i s ei  ar e al most  af r ai d t o go v i s i t  t hei r  f r i ends . The .IRA shoul d 

mi nd i t s own bus i nes s . We ar e gr own up and i t  i s our  r i ght  to make 

any f r i end we want . ./hy shoul d I  gi ve up al l  my f or mer  f r i ends j ust  

because t he Y/RA does n't  l i k e i t ? Most  of  t he ni s ei  out  her e ar e 

young and t hey ar e af r ai d t o do what  t hey want . 
« 

!tThe n i s ei  out  her e ar e i n "a s hel l , and now t hey ar e af r ai d t o 

make f r i ends . .'hen you get  t o meet  t hem, t hey ar e n i c e, t hey ar e 

gr adual l y br eak i ng aown and maki ng f r i ends among t he n i s e i . I  

t hi nk t hat  t hey shoul d have Caucas i an f r i ends t oo. But  t he Cau-

cas i ans ar e not  t oo r ecept i ve t o t he n i s e i . They don1t  under st and 

t he ni s ei  ver y wel l . The n i s ei  f eel  mor e nat ur al  among ot her  n i s ei  

and I  do n ' t  see anyt hi ng wr ong i n t hat . I  have a l ot  of  v i s i t o r s 

at  my home. Qui t e a f ew of  t hem ar e t he Hawai i an boys . J ver y one 

t hi nks t hat  t hey ar e a bad l ot  but  t hi s i s not  t r ue. These f el l ows 

want  t o make f r i ends and once you get  :.o know t hem t hey wl l  1 s t i c k 

by you al l  t he t i me. They have had qui t e a t ough t i me out  her e 



and t her e has been a l o t  of  r umor  passed ar ound t hat  t hey ar e a 

l azy , and r ough l o t , 

,r I t  i s not  because t hey ar  i  l azy . Mr . Shi r r el l  t hi nks t hat  

t hey ar e a l ot  of  bum;.. But  he does n't .k now anyt hi ng at  al l  about  

t he Hawai i an boys . The Hawai i an boys ar e mor e l oyal  Amer i cans t han 

he i s . The onl y t r oubl e out  her e i s t hat  t hey ar e o f f  of  t hei r  

el ement . Most  of  t hem had been used t o wor ki ng on t he seas and 

t hey f eel  conf i ned by some of  t he cheap j obs whi ch ar e of f er ed 

t hem by t he WRA. Mr . Shi r r el l  t hi nks t hat  al l  t he Hawai i an boys 

ar e good f or  h i s har d manual  l abor  at  cheap wages . Ther e wer e about  

70 or  80 Hawai i ans i n Chi cago as f ar  as I  know, but  t he number  has 

decr eased s i nce qui t e a f ew of  t he boys went  t o t he At l ant i c Coast  

i n or der  t o get  i nt o t he mer chant  mar i ne af t er  t hat  s t abbi ng we had 

out  her e. They got  on a boat  but  t he l as t  I  hear d t he FBI  i s t ak i ng 

some of  t he Hawai i an boys o f f  of  t he shi ps because t hey c an ' t  get  

t he passpor t s . One f el l ow I  knov made $1000 i n t hr ee mont hs but  

he can't ~ get  on a boat  agai n. He went  t o Si c i l y wi t h one of  t he 

convoys. I  al so hear d t hat  t her e was some t r oubl e because one of  

t he boys was keepi ng a di ar y and t he FBI - got  suspi c i ous of  i t . 

.The f el l ow t hr ew t he di ar y out  of  t he shi p and now t he FBI  i s sus-

pi c i ous of  al l  t he Hawai i an boys . I f  Mr . Shi r r el l  t hi nks t hat  t hese 

Hawai i an boys ar e no good, t hen why do n' t  he t r y t o do what  t hey 

ar e doi ng? I t  t akes a l o t  of  gut s t o go out  on t he hi gh seas now-

adays . 

�Some of  t hese Hawai i an f r i ends of  mi ne have come bac k i nt o 

Chi cago. One of  thorn i s wor k i ng i n a def ense f ac t or y r i ght  now. 

I n f ac t , I  had been encour agi ng al l  of  t hem t o go t o wor k t o pr ove 

t o Mr . Shi r r el l  t hat  t hey ar e not  al l  l o af er s . The s p i r i t  of  t he 

Hawai i an n i s ei  i s r eal l y Amer i can. I  t hi nk t hat  most  of  t he n i s ei  



ar e Amer i cans t oo . I ' l l  f i ght  f or  t hi s count r y any day but  I  

won't  vol unt eer  because I  have f ami l y r es po ns i b i l i t i es . I  know 

t hat  I  c oul dn' t  l i v e i n J apan. Some of  t he n i s ei  don' t  r eal i ze 

t hi s but  i f  t hey went  t her e t hey woul d have t o eat  r ocks . Over  

her s t hey have a chance t o wor k at  l eas t . Thi s count r y i s t he onl y 

pl ace f or  us . I  do n' t  t hi nk t hat  t hey wi l l  t ake us f or  t he dr af t  

t ho. I ' v e hear d a l ot  about  t he dr af t  comi ng up but  I  do n' t  t hi nk 

i t  wi l l . That  i s why I  do n ' t  wor r y t oo much about  i t . I f  t hey ar e 

goi ng t o dr af t  us , t hey shoul d t el l  us and not  keep us so uncer t ai n 

about  i t . I  do n' t  t hi nk t hat  i t  wi l l  be wi se t o dr af t  t he n i s ei  

now anyhow. The boys ar e al l  bur ned out . I  know a coupl e of  my 

f r i ends who had been gi ven a r aw deal  and t hey c an' t  al ways be 

t ak i ng t h i s . Br onco, one of  t he f el l ow who was i nvol ved I n t he 

s t abbi ng, vol unt eer ed f or  t he Ar my. He t hought  t hat  he woul d be 

cal l ed ver y shor t l y so t hat  he gave al l  of  h i s c l ot hes away. When 

he went  t o r epor t  f or  t he Ar my, t hey r ef used hi m f or  some r eason 

but  t hey .t o l d hi m t hat  he woul d be c al l ed soon. Br onco does not  

l i k e t hat  and he i s al l  bur ned up now. He want ed t o go i nt o t he 

Army f or  over  a year  and t hey won't  t ake hi m. I ns t ead|  of  bei ng 

r ecogni zed as a- good Amer i can, t he WRA c al l s hi m a bumf  j us t  be-

cause he was i nvol ved i n t he F i l i p i no st abbi ng f i ght  her e. I  know 

al l  about  t hat  f i ght  because t he boys have t ol d me and i t  wasn't  

t hei r  f aul t  at  a l l . 

"One ni ght , up on Cl ar k S t . , an i gnor ant  F i l i p i no wi t h a USA 

Navy uni f or m on f el t  b i g and he c al l ed Br onco a J ap. He sai d t hat  

al l  J aps went  ar ound sabot agi ng. Br onco sai d t o hi m, 'P l ease do n' t  

say t hat , I  am an Amer i can and I  do n ' t  want  t o ar gue wi t h you be-

cause you have an Amer i can uni f or m o n . ' I n or der  t o avoi d t r oubl e 

Br onco went  i nt o t he t o i l et . 'The F i l i p i no s t i l l  f el t  br ave and he 
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f o l l owed Br onco i n t her e and c al l ed hi m a yel l ow bel l y sonof a b i t c h , 

Br onco i s an ex- pr of ess i onal  boxer  and he di d not  l i k e t hat . He t ol d 

t he F i l i p i no t o l ook out  or  he woul d get  mad. The F i l i p i no s t i l l  

got  f unny so Rr onco j ust  l et  hi m have one and he kayoed hi m. The 

ot her  n i s ei  wi t h hi m got  scar ed and t hey r ev i ved t he F i l i p i no r i ght  

av/ay. v They t hought  i t  woul d be pr et t y danger ous t o be meddl i ng 

ar ound wi t h a uni f or m so t hey began t o apol ogi ze f or  Br onco. The 

F i l i p i no got  a good l ook at  t hem so t hat  he coul d r ecogni ze t he 

boys agai n. At  t hat  t i me he admi t t ed t hat  he was mi s t aken and he 

even shook hands wi t h t hem. 

"The next  day Br onco and t hr ee of  h i s f r i ends wer e wal k i ng 

down £ l ar k St . They di d not  k l ow whet her  t o go home or  t o have a 

game of  car ds . They wer e t al k i ng on t he s t r eet  cor ner  when suddenl y 

about  10 F i l i p i nos i n Navy uni f or ms descended on t hem wi t h kni ves 

and c l ubs . They d i dn ' t  have a chance t o"do anyt hi ng. Br onco saw 

a bl ade comi ng f or  h i s st omach and as t he F i l i p i no j abbed i t  i n , 

he pul l ed away. I t  was a good t hi ng because ot her wi se t he F i l i p i no 

woul d have r i pped h i s st omach r i ght  open. Then some di r t y F i l i p i no 

h i t  hi m on t he back of  t he head and t hey began t o j ump on hi m. The 

F i l i p i no wi t h t he k ni f e was goi ng t o s l ash'some mor e when a hak uj i n 

woman j umped i n and r escued Br onco. Hi e po l i c e came t hen and t hey 

t ook hi m t o t he ho s p i t al . The ot her  Hawai i an boys had made t hei r  

escape because t hey had t o r un f or  t hei r  l i v es . Then t he ,.'RA 

bawl ed t he Hawai i an boys out  f o r  get t i ng i nt o t r oubl e. They sai d 

t hat  t he boys wer e go i ng ar ound i nt o sal oons and bot her i ng t he 

F i l i p i no s ' g i r l  f r i aads t hat  t hat  was not  t r ue. You c an ' t  bl ame 

t hem f or  goi ng i n t o get  a dr i nk once i n a whi l e, Mr . Shi r r el l  

f i na l l y f ound but  t hat  t he Hawai i an boys wer e i nnocent . Whi l e I  

was wor ki ng i n t he bar b >r  shop on Dear bor n S t . , I  hear d some r umor s 
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t hat  t he F i l i p i nos wer e s t i l l  mad and t hey wer e t al k i ng about  

get t i ng some ot her  J aps who hung ar ound Ol ar k St . The F i l i p i nos 

ar e j us t  br ave now because t hey wear  a uni f or m. Man t o man, t hey 

woul d be af r ai d t o f ac e t he Hawai i an boys as t hese f el l ows know how 

t o t ake car e of  t hemsel ves i n a r ough and t umbl e f i gh t . The Navy 

d i dn ' t  do a damn t hi ng t o t he F i l i p i no who st abbed Br onco. I t  

makes me mad when I  see t hose F i l i p i no s i n uni f or m get t i ng so 

br ave. Most  of  t hem ar e not  l i k e t hat  t hough. The t r oubl e wi t h 

t he F i l i p i nos i s t hai : t hey ar e savage and. you don't  know when t hey 

ar e goi ng t o st ab you. But  t hey ar e your  f r i ends t ho. They t r eat  

you good. 

"Br onco was i n t he Count y Hospi t al  f o r  a coupl e of  weeks . I  

don' t  know who pai d f or  t he hos pi t al  b i l l s . I  know Br onco d i dn ' t  

because he I d i d n ' t  have money. The ot her  t hr ee n i s ei  who wer e 

wi t h hi m wer e pi cked up b y t he po l i c e and t hr own i nt o t he j a i l . Can 

you i magi ne t hat ? One of  t he ol d t i me J apanese i s s ei  r es i dent s 

her e had t o go bai l  t hem out . But  t he boys f ound out  t hat  i t  was n' t  

because he had a k i nd hear t  f or  t hem, he want ed t o hi r e t hese boys 

i n h i s r es t aur ant  at  § 2 a day . The boys di d not  want  t o s t ay i n 

j a i l  so t hey t ook up t he o f f er  and t hey wor ked t hei r  ba i l  out  f or  

t he J apanese man. The F i l i p i no man i s s t i l l  i n h i s uni f or m and he 

i s t he one who shoul d be i n j a i l . I  admi t  t hat  t he US uni f or ms 

shoul d be backed up but  not  t hat  much. The uni f or m i s supposed t o 

r epr esent  f a i r  p l ay and not  f oul  p l ay . 

"The Ha Wa i i an n i s ei  boys ar e qui ck t emper ed but  t hey don't  go 

ar ound l ook i ng f or  f i gh t s . I  am t r y i ng t o cool  t hem o f f . I  get  

t hem up her e i n my apar t ment  somet i mes and I  t al k t o t hem. I  t el l  

t hem t hat  t hey ought  t o get  i par r i ed and set t l e down. I  am not  a 

bai shakuni n or  anyt hi ng l i k e t hat  but  I  di d manage t o get  one coupl e 
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t oget her . One weddi ng was per f or med r i ght  her e i n t hi s r oom$ and 

Mas Wakai  was t he mi ni s t er . I  gave hi m t he j ob because he coul d 

uae t he § 5. I  do n' t  t hi nk t hat  t hey shoul d get  mar r i ed t o anybody 

but  t hey shoul d l i k e each ot her . I t  i s har d now f or  t he boys t o 

meet  t he g i r l s so I  t r y t o f i x some of  t hem up by ar r angi ng t hem 

t o come t oget her  i n my apar t ment . I  bel i eve t hat  a coupl e i s 

st r onger  t han a s i ngl e per son because t hey get  mor e i ndependent  and 

t hey have somet hi ng t o wor k f o r . That  i s why I  t r y t o br i ng qui t e 

a f ew of  ohe n i s ei  t oget her . For  exampl e, l as t  Sunday ni ght  we had 

20 peopl e i n our  apar t ment . The n i s ei  ar e al l  l onesome and t hey 

don't  have ver y many pl ac es t o get  t oget her . 'Ther e i s t he Hawai i an 

ho s p i t al i t y i n me so t hat  I  encour age peopl e t o come over  t o my 

p l ac e. I t  cheer s al l  of  us up t o get  t oeget her  because we know 

t hat  we al l  have t he same pr obl ems. We f eel  mor e - secure t hat  way. 

I  t hi nk t hat  get t i ng t pget her  l i k e t hi s pr event s a l ot  of  t he n i s ei  

f r om get t i ng t oo l onesome and gi v i ng up, I  c an ' t  f eed al l  of  t hese 

peopl e when t hey come over  but  we t r y t o gi ve t hem r ef r eshment s as 

much as we can. Somet i mes t hey br i ng r at i on po i nt s or  f ood wi t h 

t hem. Most  of  t he Hav/ai i anboys i n t own ar e s i ngl e and t hey ar e 

al l  wor k i ng now. Ther e ar e at  l eas t  50 t hat  I  know o f . Over  50 

of  t hem went  t o New Yor k and most  of  t hese wer e seamen. 

"The Hawai i an boys ar e l ook i ng f or  f r i ends but  t he Cal i f o r ni a 

n i s ei  wi l l  not  meet  t hem hal f  way. I  encour age t he Cal i f o r ni a 

n i s ei  g i r l s t o meet  t hem over  her e t o f i nd out  what  t hey ar e r eal l y 

l i k e . The Hawai i an boys ar e al ways on t hei r  bes t  behav i or  when 

t hey come t o my p l ac e. 

;,'I  :h nk t hat  t he n i s ei  shoul d be al l owed t o s t ar t  a bi g c l ub 

f or  t hemsel ves but  I  hear d t hat  al l  of  t he hak uj i ns wer e opposed 

t o t h i s . They t hi nk t hat  n i s ei  shoui l  s i t  at  ho î e and t wi ddl e 
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t hei r  t humbs wi t hout  hav i ng any soc i al  l i f e at  a l l . I t  i s because 

t hey have not hi ng t o do t hat  t hey get  i nt o t r oubl e. I  r eal i ze t hat  

a l ot  of  t he young n i s ei  k i ds want  t o f i ght  at  t he dances and t hat  

i s not  good. Thi s i s not  t he Hawai i an boys at  a l l , because t hey 

hav en't  gone t o any dances her e and even i f  t hey had been, t hey 

woul d not  go because t hey f eel  unwant ed. The Hawai i an boys do n ' t  

want  t o f i ght  but  when t hey do t hey f i ght  d i r t y . That  i s t he way 

we gi ght  i n t he i s l ands . But  I  t hi nk t hat  i f  t hey coul d have a 

n i s e i  s oc i al  c l ub wher e t he peopl e ar e al l  f r i endl y , t he H a v ; a l i a n 

boys coul d be i nv i t ed and t hey woul d act  as t he pol i cemen t o see 

t hat  t he zoot  sui t er s di d not  get  i nt o t r oubl e. Gi ve t he Hawai i an 

boys a chance and t hey wi l l  come t hr ough. I  don't  bel i eve t hat  wi l d 

dance shoul d be put  on. ©l e dances shoul d al l  be decent  af f a i r s and 

ever yone shoul d wear  c l ean shi t s and t i es . No zoot  sui t s shoul d be 

al l owed, t hen t her e woul d he no f i ght s at  a l l . f cen a . f e l l o w i s i n 

h i s bes t  sui t  of  c l ot hes he does n' t  f eel  l i k e messi ng ar ound. I f  

t hey had a dance t hey woul d pay up t o «*-  $1. 0 t o get  i n . They 

coul d use t he pr o f i t s f r om t hese dances t o hel p ot her  n i s ei  out  or  

f or  some war  ef f o r t  cause. The i mpor t ant  t hi ng i s t hat  I  woul d l i k e 

t o see peopl e enj oy t hemsel ves . I ' v e seen so many of  t hem l onesome 

and t hat  meakes me f eel  bad. Ther e was one boy , J oe Sasahar a, who 

l i v ed near  as . I  f ound out  t hat  he was so l onei ome t hat  he got  

s i c k . Al l  he di d was eat  por k chops at  t he cor ner  r es t aur ant  ever y 

day and t hen go back t o h i s l onel y r oom. He d i dn ' t  know anybody so 

t hat  he had a ner vous br eakdown. The doct or  t ol d hi m t o t ake a l ong 

r es t  so t hat  he went  back t o camp. I  got  a l et t er  f r om hi m and he 

says t hat  he i s ver y happy now and i s not  goi ng t o r es et t l e f o r  a 

l ong t i me because i t ' s t oo l onesome out  her e. Thi s coul d have been 

pr esent ed i f  t he WRA l et  t he n i s ei  have soc i al  c l ubs . 
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, !I  never  t hought  much about  t he di sper s i on t hat  t hey t al k 

about . I t  i s t oo deep f or  me. Al l  I  know i s t hat  I  t h i nk i t  i s 

bad t o have a J apanese t own now but  i t  i s okay f or  t hem t o have 

soc i al  c l ubs and t o get  t oget her  wi t h t hei r  f r i ends . Chi cago i s 

a bi g c i t y and t he hak uj i ns ar e not  goi ng t o get  mad i f  20 or  30 

n i s ei  get  t oget her  f o r  a good t i me. I t  won't  even be no t i c ed. I t  
not  

i s /nec es s ar y because t he publ i c her e ar e br oad- mi nded and t hey 

car e i f  t he ni s*ei  get  t oget her . They f l i ght  obj ec t  mor e i f  t hese 

ni s ei  t r i ed t o get  i nt o hak uj i n c i r c l es . The n i s ei  ar e not  l ook i ng 

f or  t r oubl e and any meet i ng hel d woul d be s t r i c t l y f or  pl easur e 

and t her e woul d be not hi ng po l i t i c a l  about  i t . Gr adual l y t hey can 

i nv i t e Caucas i ans t o come t o t hei r  meet i ngs and af t er  a whi l e 

ever ybody wi l l  know each o t her . But  t he WRA says t hat  i t  c an ' t  

be done t hi s way. M r , Sh i r r el l  says 's t ay i n your  r oom and go t o 

wor k and see nobddy ' . 

" I  am r at her  angr y at  some of  t he dumb advi ce t he WRA gi v es . 

l o u know t hose Hawai i an pr i nt  shi r t s t hat  we wear . Wel l , t he publ i c 

her e admi r e t hese Al oha shi r t s but  Mi ss Mer cer  at  t he WRA says t o 

hi de t he shi r t  away because i t  o r i ent al i zes you. I  t ol d her  t hat  

i t  was a Hawai i an shi r t  and t hen she get s mad at  me f o r  t hat . I  

t ol d t hem t hat  al l  I  want ed was a j ob and t hat  I  had a mas t er 's 

bar ber  l i c ens e. I  t ol d t hem t hat  I  di d not  t hi nk t hey shoul d gi ve 

rue advi ce on what  c l ot hes I  shoul d wear  because I  was ol d ehough 

t o know mysel f . Then t hey got  mad and t hey t ol d me t o l ook f or  a 

j ob mysel f  because I  woul d not  l i s t en t o t hem. Af t er  t hat  t hey 

woul d not  even l et  me go see Mr . Sh i r r el l . When I  sent  out  my 700 

car ds t o t el l  t he n i s ei  I  was a bar ber  on Dear bor n s t r eet , t he WRA 

sai d t hat  I  coul d not  l eave 100 of  t he car ds on t he t abl e at  t hei r  

o f f i c e because t hat  woul d be adver t i s i ng at  gover nment  expense. 
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The Amer i can F r i ends passed t hem out  f or  me and t hey di d not  ee?ne-

compl ai n. I  f ee l  t hat  t he Amer i can F r i ends coul d r un t he WRA 100$ 

bet t er  because t hey ar e mor e po l i t e t o you and t hey do n' t  al ways 

t r y t o chase you out  af t er  one mi nut e of  i nt er v i ewi ng. 

;,0ne day I  was down at  t he WRA and Mi ss Mer cer  t al ked t o me 

wi t h a c i gar et t e hangi ng out  of  t he cor ner  of  her  mout h. And t he 

f i r s t  t hi ng she sai d t o me was , (Wel l , back agai n? ' I  di d not  l i k e 

t hi s ver y much so I  got  i nt o an ar gument  wi t h her . Af t er  t hat  I  

went  t o ever y ot her  empl oyment  o f f i c e i n Chi cago but  t hey onl y 

o f f er ed me har d l abor . I  di d not  t ake any of  t hese j obs because 

I  want ed t o s t ay i n bar ber i ng. 

"The WRA want s 10,000 Ni honj i n s et t l ed out  her e. They gi ve 

t hem al l  k i nds of  pr omi ses j ust  t o get  t hem out  of  camp. Once 

t hey ar e i n Chi cago t he WRA do n' t  car e any mor e. They do n' t  even 

t r y t o pr ot ect  t he ni honj i ns so t hat  t hey wi l l  get  t he same wages 

as anyAmer i can. T wi l l  t el l  me f r i ends t o st ay i n camp because 

l i f e i s t oo har d out  her e r i ght  now. I  spent  over  § 680 i n t he t wo 

mont hs and t hr ee weeks I  have been i n t hi s c i t y . I  had t o dr aw 

t hi s money out  of  .t he bank so t hat  I  woul d be abl e t o l i v e . 

'Af t er  bei ng i n camp f or  over  a year , we di d not  know how t o 

shop f or  f ood any mor e. At  f i r s t  my wi f e went  t o t he smal l  - J ew 

j o i nt s wher e t hey char ged 10 cent s mor e f or  ever y t hi ng. Ever ybody 

t r i es t o cheat  you out  her e i f  you ar e not  smar t er  t han t hey ar e. 

We l i k ed J apanese f ood a l ot  so t hat  when a gi r l  by t he name of  

Fuj i mot o sent  us car ds sayi ng t hat  she coul d get  f oods f or  us , we 

began t o buy f r om her . But  t hen, we f ound out  t hat  we coul d buy 

i t  a l ot  cheaper  i n Chi nat own by our sel ves . The Fuj i mot o gi r l  goes 

t o Chi nat own and buys t he s t uf f  and t hen s el l s i t  f or  a bi g p r o f i t . 

I  do n ' t  mi nd her  maki ng a l i v i ng but  I  don't  t hi nk t hat  she shoul d 
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nage such a b i g p r o f i t . Ther e i s anot her  n i s ei  boy who i s ~oing 

t o buy f ood whol esal e and he wi l l  s el l  t o us at  a f a i r  p r i c e. We 

can get  shoyu and a l o t  of  ot her  J apanese f oods f r om hi m. The 

Puj i mot o gi r l  t r i es t o f or ce me t o buy f r om her  j ust  because I  am 

a J apanese. But  my wi f e f ound a good pl ace out  on Cer mak r oad i n 

Chi nat own and we can get  t of u and a l o t  of  t hi ngs t her e at  a r ea-

sonabl e p r i c e. I  l i k e t o eat  r i ce and J apanese f ood about  t hr ee 

t i mes a week. 

'Anot her  t hi ng I  do n' t  l i k e about  t he HA i s t hat  t hey c al l  

us si x- day J aps j us t  because we change j obs once i n a whi l e. I  

t hi nk i t  i s t he Amer i can way t o t r y and advance your sel f  st ep by 

s t ep. I  t o l d t hem t hat  we wer e f r ee per sons and I  woul d do i t  my-

s el f . Of  bour se, I  woul d t ake 70 cent s an hour s r a t h em 60 cent s 

i f  I  c an't  get  i t . The 7RA don't  t el l  us t he t hi ngs t o hel p us 

how. We have t o do t he di r t y wor k and t el l  t he ",;RA about  i t . The 

J apanese g i r l s i n t hei r  o f f i c e do al l  t he di r t y wor k whi l e Mr . 

Shi r r el l  and t he ot her s s i t  ar ound and smoke c i gar et t e and t r y t o 

act  i mpor t ant , 

"Al l  of  my cont act s i n my soc i al  l i f e ar e now wi t h al l  t p̂es 

of  n i s e i . Once a week we got  t o a show. For  30 cent s admi ss i on we 

get  t o enj oy a doubl e f eat ur e. I t  i s much bet t er  t han t he cement  

f l oor  t hat  we had t o s i t  on i n camp. I  do n ' t  l i k e Chi cago but  I  am 

get t i ng used t o i t . I  have t o do i t  s i nce I  may be her e f o r  qui t e 

a wh i l e. My s i st er - i n- l aw wor ks i n a paper  maki ng f ac t o r y . But  

she i s a book- keeper  f r om bef o r e. She i s goi ng GO qui t  scon and t r y 

f or  a - .155 a mont h j ob. Ther e ar e many of  t hese j obs ar ound i f  you 

h i t  i t  r i ght . 'The empl oyer s wi l l  t ake n i s ei  g i r l s bef or e t hey t ake 

a n i s ei  f el l ow. They ar e not  so scar ed of  t he - ;i r l s so t hat  t he 

women have an advant age over  us . A l ot  of  t he n i s ei  ar e mi spl aced 



i n t hei r  pr esent  j obs , and i t  does not  o f f er  much of  a f ut ur e f o r  

t hem. Host  of  t hem ar e s i ngl e peopl e and I  t hi nk t hat  t hey woul d 

be mor e s t abl e i f  t hey got  mar r i ed. Bot h t he husband and wi f e 

coul d wor k and t her e woul d not  be mor e expenses f or  t hem. 'They 

coul d set  t hi s much happi ness out  of  l i f e anyway. Event ual l y t he 

f i e l d wi l l  be open so t hat  t he n i s ei  can get  bet t or  j obs . Ther e i s 

s t i l l  much chance f or  t hem i n t hi s count r y . 

" I  bel i eve i n t hi s a l o t . That  i s why I  am hangi ng on t o my 

Amer i can c i t i zens h i p . Ql n ppi t e of  what  hap .l ust  c an ' t  hat e 

t hi s count r y but  I  do hat e t he c i r cumst ances . .ven at  t he wor s t , 

I  f eel  t hat  i t  i s bet t er  f or  me t han t o ever  t hi nk of  goi ng t o J apan 

t o l i ve wher e 1 woul d be a mi s f i t . I n t hi s count r y you have at  

l eas t  a f i ght i ng chance t o go t o wor k . I  l ove t hi s count r y but  I  

do n' t  want  t o be pushed ar ound. I  do n ' t  want  t o be pushed out  of  

t hi s count r y ei t her . 'That  i s t he way al l  of  my f ami l y f ee l s . I  

woul d say t hat  99 o of  al l  t he n i s ei  woul d r at her  st ay her e. The 

k i bei  woul d al so l i k e t o st ay her e t oo i f  t hey had a decent  

chance. Because of  t he c i r cumst ance* you c an ' t  t r us t  most  of  t hem 

now. They ar e yel l ow r at s because t hey r an away f r om J apan t o 

escape consc r i pt i on t her e and t hey yel l "about  t he dr af t  her e. They 

di d a l ot  of  t al k i ng i n camp and scr ewed us al l  up . The gover nment  

shoul d have l ocked t hem al l  up i n t he begi nni ng and t hen we woul d 

not  have made so much t r oubl e i n camp. The peopl e out s i de di d not  

h a v e %e î  so suspi c i ous of  us , but  woul d have seen t hat  we ar e al l  
A 

l oyal  Amer i cans. Ther e ar e a l o t  of  good k i bei  but  t hose who spent  

over  10 year s back t her e ar e l ous y . J  

"Ri ght  now I  f  3el  t hat  I  wi l l  s t ay i n Chi cago at  l eas t  unt i l  

next  summer  and t hen i f  t her e ar e any bet t er  oppor t uni t i es el se-

wher e I  wi l l  hopJ  ar ound. Event ual l y t he n i s ei  wi l l  get  a bet t er  



br ea.:. L i  f eel  j ust  as mad as t he Amer i cans when I  hear d some of  

t he J apanese i n camp yel l i ng 'banzai 1 on t he day J apan t ook Bat aan. 

The Uni t ed St at es i s l ucky t hat  t he n i s ei  ar e uo wel l - behaved. 7/e 

at e beans f or  a week and we t ook i t . The whi t e peopl e woul d have 

r i o t ed i n t wo days . I- any t hi ngs have shaken t he br anches of  my 

f a i t h i n t he Uni t ed St at es but  i t  has not  hur t  t he r oot s ./ By t he 

t i me my g i r l  gr ows up I  t hi nk t hat  t hi ngs wi l l  be much bet t er  f o r  

her . I  f eel  di scour aged r i ght  now because I  have had a t ough t i me 

get t i ng s t ar t ed. I  do n ' t  t el l  my wi f e any of  t hem because i t  woul d 

onl y wor r y her . But  somet i mes i t  makes me f eel  bet t er  t o get  i f  o f f  

my ches t . One of  t hese days I  wi l l  t e l l  you how I  f eel  about  t hi ngs 

when I  have mor e t i me. I  don' t  know when I  can t al k t o you agai n 

becai i se I  have n i s ei  comi ng over  f or  hai r c ut s al most  ever y ni ght  and 

I  do n' t  get  much f r ee t i me. 



) 
Add to CH- 16/\  

Fr om: Mi yamot o J our nal  
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i xxxa My hai r  had become so l ong t hat  i t  was oep- i nni ng t o l ook 

a l i t t l e l i k e one o f  t hose pachuoo cot s . I  debat ed i n my mi nd 

whet her  t o po t o t he bar ber  I ' v e al ways pat r oni sed, or  t r y to ?i nd 

J ames Mat sumot o (CH- 15) whi ch he sai d was near  t he Mar yl and Theat r e. 

I  d i dn ' t  want  to wast e t i me l ooki ng-  f or  h i s pl ace t oday, but  I  f i -

nal l y deci ded i n J ames' f avor  t r us t i ng to l uck t hat  hi s shop woul d 

be easy t o f i nd. I  haven't  been comol et el y s at i s f i ed wi t h t he 

hai r cut s I ' v e been Pet t i ng-  at  B i l l ' s - ar t er  Shop, and I  f el t  sur e 

t hat  J ames woul d F i ve me t he ki nd of  hai r cut  t hot  I 'd want . Gen-

er al l y speaki ng?, J apanese bar ber s have i t  al l  over  t he Caucas i an 

ones I 'v e f ound her e. One I t s l i an f el l ow I  t i r ed on Uni ver s i t y 

t ook about  10 mi nut es t o f i n i s h hi s .j ob, har dl y usee t he sc i ssor s 

to smoot h o f f  the r ough spot s , and t hen char ged 75/ f or  t he j ob. 

That  ? r  i  o ed me, J apanese bar ber s al ways Lake gr eat  car e i n smooth-

i ng o f f  th- e r i dges , and ver y f r equent l y t hei r s i s a wor k of  ar t . 

The shop wher e he wor ks was di r ec t l y acr oss t he st r eet  f r om 
* 

t he Mar yl and Theat r e, and ss I  st opped t o l ook and see i f  J ames 

wer e ar ound, I  coul d see one of  t he t wo Caucas i an bar ber s wor ki ng 

i n t her e i ndi cat i ng me to J ack as I f  t o sa: , ' t h i s i s your  cust o-

mer . ' Appar ent l y , any ni sei  who comes i n i s J ac k ' s cust omer . 

I  gr eet ed J ack wi t h a " ô w's ever y t hi ng? ", ana he began t o » 

t el l  me r at her  f r eel y about  h i s wor *. and l i s des i r e of  get t i ng 

some t hi ng el se, t he l at t er  under  h i s br eat h so t he boss of  t he 

pl ace woul dn't  hear . "Oh, t he wor k 's al l  r i ght , but  I  got t a wor k 

f r om mor ni ng unt i l  ni ne i n t he eveni ng, f he hour s ar e t oo l ong. 

That 's the t r oubl e wi t h t hi s ki nd o f  wr i t . "Sou know, I 'd l i ke to 

have a j ob t eachi ng i n t he J auanc- se l anguage depar t ment . ¿'hey wor k 



onl y t hr ee hour s a day, do n' t  t hey? *o y *. t hat ' s s o f t . I  wonder  

i f  «akai  got  a j ot  i n t he depar t ment ? He t ol d me about  i t , and 

t hat ' s when I  went  t o apo l y . Hal per n t ol d me he mie- ht  be abl e to 

use me, and he sai d he'd l et  me know, he t ook my name ana addr ess 

and bl i d he'd l et  rne know, cut  1 haven't  hear d f r om hi m. I  do n ' t  

know whet her  t hat  guy was l ust  s t r i npi np me al onP. Do you survoose 

t her e r eal l y i s a j ob f or  me, or  was he j ust  t r y i n? t o *et  r i d of  

me?" 

" I  shoul d have st uoi ed my J apanese. 1 st ar t ed t he J apanese 

l ar ûage school  i n nonol ul u and went  t hr ough the second gr ade, out  

j ust  about  t nat  t i me t her e was a l o t  erf  aei t at i on agai ns t  teachi ng-

J apanese i n Hawai i . The po l i t i c i ans sai d t hat  i f  we wer e poi np t o 

t e Amer i can c i t i zens , t her e wasn't  any need f or  J apanese l anguage 

school s , so they agi t at ed qui t e a bi t  i n t he newspaper s abor t  t hat . 

My mot her  sai n t hat  s i nce we wer e poi np to pro<" up i n t he uni t ed 

St at es , and t her e was al l  t hi s c r i t i c i s m of  t he l » n p w e school , i t  

wasn't  necessar y f or  me t o pro. t h a t ' s why I  never  l ear ned t o r ead 

or  wr i t e t he l anpuape, al t hough 1 know how to s pe .̂ i t  because of  

my bar t er  bus i ness i n ôs - mgel es am because i t  was tne l anpuape 

we used i n t he house. I  had a shop r i ght  down on J i r s t  St r eet  so 

I  had to use J apanese. I  know how to speak pood J apanese as wel l  

as t he or di nar y k i nd; you have t o knov i t  because I  had al l  k i nds 

of  cust omer s . I ' v e pot  some pr et t y pood anpl es on how t o teac'r  

t hose f el l ows . I t ' s easy i f  you know how to expl ai n i t  to t hem. 

Then, you coul a t esch them a f ew cuss wor ds now and t hen, you 

know; t hat 's what  t hey l i ê . 

"My r el at i ve, a f el l ow named i i ubot a, i s goi ne t o t each her e. 

He' s t he husband of  my wi f e ' s s i s t er  (c ous i n? ) , and t hey ' r e goi ng 

t o come and st ay i n the same apar t ment  wi t h us. h e ' s a Zi bei  and 



he knows hi s J apanese al l  l i ght , out  I  don' t  t hi nk h e ' l l  be so good 

because he does n't  speak - ngl i sh wel l . Ee t al k s i t  a l l  r i ght , but  

he has "t r oubl e expr ess i ng hi ms el f , l i k e a l o t  of  Zi be i . You got  to 

be abl e to exol ai n t hi ngs . I  got  sane pr et t y good angl es on how to 

t each t he l anguage. Xa n x s s t x t a x a x ml a i a i Wt e t x ma K s u M"* x a Mi i a ea 

aowxaad xt hawxl  * d x i aaah 

" I  had a chance to l ear n J apanese bef or e evacuat i on. One of  

my f r i ends sai d he'd t each me; he sai d t hat  i f  I  wor ked wi t h hi m 

f or  a 5c ar , he'd r eal l y t each me. 1 shoul d have t aken hi m ur  on 

i t , but  dammi t , 1 d i dn ' t . Hel l , i f  I ' d l ear ned J apanese f r om hi m, 

I  coul d cash i n on i t  pl ent y good r i ght  now. 

" I ' v e never  been i nt er es t ed i n s t udyi ng al t hough I  had pl ent y 

of  chances f or  i t . Al l  of  my s i s t er s ar e wel l  educat ed, and I 'm 

t he onl y one i n t he f ami l y who i s n ' t . One o f  my s i s t er s w t  her  

¿ h .D. i )ust  t hi s year , and my ot her  r i s t er  i s mar r i ed t o a r i ch guy 

but  s he's al ways wor ked wi t h t he YWCA and t hat  sor t  o f  t h i ng. I  

don' t  know what  my s i s t er  got  her  Ph.D. i n, but  she r ot  i t  f r om t he 

Uni ver s i t y of  Hawai i . They 'r e bot h i n Honol ul u. *he t r oubl e wi t h 

me i s t hat  I  al ways want ed t o f ool  ar ound t oo much. ± came t o t he 

cont i nent  i n 19£9t  ana i  was pl anni ng on goi ng to t he uni ver s i t y . 

I  s t ar t ed to at t end UCLA, but  god, t hose xl fc bl ondes pot  me. I  

used t o have a l o t  o f  gi r l  f r i ends on t he cam us , ni ce bl ondes you 

know, and I  was r a i s i ng hel l  al l  t he t i me. I 'd go to c l ass ana 

never  know what  t he l ec t ur er  was t al k i ng about . 1 was more i nt er -

est ed i n f oo l i ng ar ound, and my f ami l y got  di sgust ed wi t h me and 

woul dn't  send me any mor e money, so I  qui t  goi ng t o c o l l ege. I  

shoul d have st ucK t o my co l l ege wor k. I  used t o be a hel l  r a i s er . 

I  guess I  had too much f un. Go out  dr i nk i ng, you know, and I  got  

i nt o some pr et t y good f i ght s t oo. You know henr y Yamaoka? Yah, 



hi s l x ot her  i s Ot t o . I  don' t  know Ot t o so wel l , but  Henr y and I  

pot  i nt o a f i ght , k e ' s a Lis-  guy, and I  was qui t e a bi t  smal l er  

t han he, but  I  used to keep up on my amat eur  bos i np pr et t y wel l  

t hen, so he and I  pot  i nt o a t er r i f i c bat t l e. Wel l ., af t er  t hat  we 

oecame good f r i ends , and we used t o pl ay poker  t oget her  and I  saw 

hi m qui t e a bi t . Henr y di ed i n Gr anada not  so lonp-  apo. He had a 

b um hear t , he al ways used t o say my t i c k er ' s bad, but  one da:, i n 

camp he j us t  keel ed over  and was pone. I  don' t  t hi nk i t  was be-

cause of  h i s dr i nk i ng. He was my $ best  f r i end af t er  t hat  f i pht . 

Gee, t he r el oc at i on cent er  was h e l l . By god, I 'm el aci  t o i e 

out  of  t her e. «»e went  to ¿ant e Ani t a, and t hey st uck us i n t he 

s t abl es when we got  t her e. Seabi s c u i t ' s s t  bl e was onl y two door s 

swbj  f r om us. ><e had Count  * s s t abl e. J eez, t he pl ace 

was di r t y and s t i nky . Ther e was manur e al l  over  t he f l oo r . I magi ne, 

I xw&& manur e.' «hen I  saw t hat  pl ac e, I  want ed t o r ave a manl y cr y. 

God, I  was down i n t he duups . But  my wi f e l es l l y f el t  bad and she 

was so di scour aged t hat  she was c r y i np, so I  ker»t  up my s p i r i t s i n 

or der  t o t r y to pepe her  up. I  d i dn ' t  f eel  so pood ac t ual l y , but  

I  t housht  I  had t o pul l  my wi f e ' s s p i r i t s up, and she f el t  bet t er  

af t er  a whi l e. Boy, I 'm t el l i np you, Sant a Ani t a was hel l . The 

hakuj i n do n' t  under st and about  t hose t hi ngs , but  i f  t hey 'd r one 

t hr ough t he same t hi ns1 t hey woul d have f el t  t he same way. 

The hak uj i n out  her e ar e al l  r i pf ct , t hough. They 'r e pr et t y 

f r i endl y , ano I  pet  al onp al l  r i pht . Of  cour se, some of  then, have 

t he wr onp i dea about  t he cent er s f r om r eadi np t he paper s . But  you 

t el l  t hem acout  t he l i f e i n t he cent er s , ana t he  ̂ under st and what  

you went  t hr ough. 

Di d >ou ever  hear  of  ¿ r , Pet er son who came acr oss t he Pac i f i c 

wi t h hi s J apanese wi f e on a Chi nese .j unk? Hi s wi f e i s my wi f e ' s 



s i s t er . She came to t hi s count r y when she wes about  t hr ee year s 

ol d ana s he's ver y Amer i can, out  s he's not  a c i t i zen so she got  i nt o 

t r oubl e when they l as t  pot  i nt o ¿an F r anc i sco , "h e ' s uei ng hel d up 

t her e, and ¿ r . Pet er son i s sor u about  t he whol e bus i ness , he c an ' t  

under st and why t hey don't  l et  her  >?o. He' s about  40 ¿ear s 

o l d, but  he ' s bal d- headed. An awf ul l y i nt er es t i ng p- uy. They've 

had the wor st  l uc k . The f i r s t  t i me, t hey went  to Shanghai  when t he 

J apanese at t acked t hat  pl ace, so when t hey r ot  to ¿an r̂ anc i ?co , 

t he gover nment  o f f i c i a l s t hought  t hey mi pht  be spi es or  somet hi ng. 

Then, t hey got  use/, r i ght  af t er  Pear l  Har bor  f r om Hawai i , and t hey 

wer e under  suspi c i on agai n. i 'he l as t  t i me, t hey went  t o Hew Gui nea 

j ust  when t he J apanese at t acked t hat  i s l and, so t hey wer e t hour ht  

to be s o i es . 

".'�/hen t hi s war 's over  I 'm goi ng back t o Ha we i  i . Over  t her e 

t hey don't  r eat  you l i k e they do her e. Ther e's no di s c r i mi net i on. 

Heck, over  t her e i t  does n't  make any di f f er enc e what  r sce .\ ou ar e, 

but  i f  you have t he abi l i t y t hey gi ve you t he pos i t i on. I  know a 

Pel  l ow who t ook engi neer  inp- , and he got  a pos i t i on i n an o f f i c e 

t hr our h t he c i v i l  s er v i c e. ¿her e wer e a l ot  of  guys i ncl udi ng-

Caucas i ans workinp-  i n t hat  o f f i c e, but  when t he heao of  t he o f i i c e 

di ed, t hey gave a compet i t i ve exami nat i on t o det er mi ne who was to 

be t he head. Thi s P- uy came out  wi t h t he hi ghes t  r r ade, and he r ot  

t he j ob. The r e was n't  any quest i on about  i t , t hey j ust  gsve hi m 

t he j ob when he passed wi t h t he hip- hept  e> )m. I  know Bo no l ' l r , nnd 

I  can pet  al ong over  t her e. " 

When J ames f i ni shed c ut t i ng my hai r , he sai d as 1 l ef t , "Wel l , 

come ar ound t o my pl ace some t i me. I 'm l i v i ng over  on ¿ r ex e l . " 
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Shie-  went  to J ames' (CH- 15) pl ace f or  a hai r cut  t hi s af t er noon 

ana J ames went  on i n hi s easy conver sat i onal  manner  t o t el l  Shi g 

al l  about h i ms el f , ŝ -hip sat  down i n t he c hai r , J ames sai d, " I ' l l  

Lee you'r e one of  t nose t eachi ng at  t he uni ver s i t y l anguage school . 

Oh, I  coul d t el l ; t her e's somet hi ng i nt el l ec t ual  about  you. You 

know what , I  appl i ed t oo, cut  êl per n t ol d me t her e wer en't  any 

mor e o p en i n g . 1 hear  you have to wor k ur et t y I o n? hour s t her e. I  

was f i gur i ng the t  i f  i t  wer e onl y two or  t hr ee hour s t eachi ng, i  

coul d t ake car e of  t hat  j ot  and do some bar ber i np-  on t he s i ae. ' ' 

J &mes t hen asked ehi g i f  he wer e mar r i ed and when &hi i ? sai d 

t hat  he was n' t , J ames s ai d, Wel l , you out  t o get  mar r i ed. I 'wo can 

l i ve as cheapl y as one, i n f ac t , cheaper . wi f e and 1 can sre t  

al ong on >:££ a weci c, and we've got  s caby t oo. My apar t ment  cost s 

me I S a week, t ut  1 l i k e to have a decent  apar t ment , 

wher e my wi f e ' s happy, i t ' s wor t h i t  to pet  a rood apar t ment . You 

want  t o get  t he l i ght  ki nd of  wi f e t hough. I  know because I 've 

l i ved wi t h t hr ee of  t hem. I 'v e been mar r i ed t wi ce, t ut  I  al so 

l i ved wi t h a haA.uj i n g i r l . 1 ought  to know. ¿fy f i r s t  wi f e was n't  

any pood. ĥe cr abbed t oo much f or  one t hi ng, - &u t  t he bi g t r oubl e 

wc,s t hat  she cont r ol l ed t he money. I 'm t el l i ng you, you cont i ol  

t /i e money i n t he f ami l y i f  you don't  want  any t r oubl e. But  don't  

be l i k e t he I s s ei  ei t her ; don' t  be st i ngy about  l et t i ng your  wi f e 

have money when she want s i t . i f  my wi f e - ant s a f ur  coat , I  F i ve 

her  t he money so she can buy-  i t . I f  she want s anyt hi ng, I  p i ê her  

t he money. But  1 cont r ol  t he money. I f  t he wi f e wor ks, you get  

what  she ear ns f r om her , but  gi ve her  what ever  she want s. i f  you 

t r eat  t he wi f e r i ght , ana s he's happy, i t ' s a l l  r i ght . The wi f e 

I ' v e got  now i s a l l  r i ght , »she's al ways happy, and she does n't  

cr ab about  ever yt hi ng, ¿he knows how t o enj oy her s el f . Get  a gi r l  



who know how to be happy and y o u ' l l  be al l  r i ght . 

" i 've had two weddi ngs at  my apar t ment  8l r ead;». Mas Wakai  

o f f i c i at ed at  one o f  t hem; ana i t  wor ked out  Rood too because he 

got  hi e cut  out  o f  i t . t̂  one of  the af f a i r e, I  had to act  as a 

ki nd of  go- Det ween oecause t he par ent s of  the pi r l  obj ect ed t o t he 

mar r i ape. So Your s - i- 'rtly went  t o eee t he ol d l ady . I  d i dn ' t  s t ar t  

t al k i ng aoout  t he mar r i ape r i ght  away, but  I  t al ked about  ot her  

t hi ngs to get  her  i n a pood mood. .When t he ol d l ads s t ar t  lauo- h-

incr , I  knew t hat  I  coul d br eak t he subj ect  t o her , so I  t ol d her  

what  I  t hot pht . i  ¿kind o f  l ai d i t  on to scar e her . I  sai d, 'What  

i f  t hese k i dc deci ded t o el ope oi  r un of f  somewher e, i t 'd be a 

t er r i bl e s c andal . ' i  pue.s t hat  scar ed her  out  so she consent ed � 

and the k i ds pot  mar r i ed. Yeah, mar r i age i s al l  r i ght . "*ou want  

t o pet  a pood wi f e f oi  your sel f  and y o u ' l l  "be a l o t  bet t er  o f f . 

I f  you l i ve as a bachel or , you don't  get  anywher e because you spend 

a l ot  of  money eat i ng out  and t aki ns? gi r l s out  al l  t he t i me. The 

bachel or s never  t hi nk o f  t he f ut ur e, and t hey c an ' t  pet  s et t l ed , " 
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J ames T. Mat sumot o 

I  v / e n t  over  to J i m's pl ace t oday f or  a hai r cut . Last  week 

when Shi g went  t o t he bar ber  shop t o get  a hai r cut  f r om J i m, 

J i m cal l ed hi m out s i de af t er  he was t hr ough and i nvi t ed hi m t o a 

coke. J i m t ol d Shi g t hat  he had moved t o a new pl ace on East  

61st  ! l ac e near  Dr exel  Ave. and he t ol d hi m t o come ar ound t her e 

f or  hi s hai r cut  i nst ead of  goi ng t o t he bar ber shop. J i m says he 

get s onl y 40 cent s f or  each hai r cut  and he pr ef er s t o have t he 

boys coi  .e ar ound t o hi s house t o get  t hei r  hai r c ut . Si nce Shi g 

got  t he addr ess and phone number , I  dec i ded t o ;o over  t o J i mTs 

pl ace t hi s eveni ng i nst ead of  goi ng to t he bar ber  shop. 

J i m was l i v i ng down ar ound. 45t h and Dr exel  bef or e. But  he 

had a l ot  of  t r oubl e wi t h t he l andl ady and so he deci ded t o move 

out . He must  have been hunt i ng f or  a new pl ace f or  over  two 

mont hs and I  r ecal l  t hat  he .as pr et t y"much di scour aged f or  a 

whi l e because he coul dn't  f i nd anyt hi ng. About  two weeks ago he 

f ound t hi s new apar t ment  and moved i n. 

East  61st  P l ace i s j us t  a l i t t l e al l ey way t hat  cut s i n hal f  

way down t he bl ock and t her e ar e a r ow of  two st or y f l at s al l  

al ong t hi s pl ac e. The s t r eet  was dar k and I  had a l i t t l e t r oubl e 

f i ndi ng hi s new apar t ment  but  i t . t ur ned out  t o be one of  t he two-

st or y f l at s . J i m's pl ace was ups t ai r s but  I  al so not i ced a 

J apanese name f or  t i e peopl e downst ai r s . When I  r ang t he bel l , 

he came downst ai r s to open t he door  f or  rne wi t hout  ei t her  a shi r t  

or  shoes on. He seemed gl ad enough to t ake me t hat  even i n,: and 

i nv i t ed me ups t ai r s . J i m's l i t t l e daught er , who must  be onl y 

about  4 year s o l d, cane pr anc i ng out  i n a l ong house dr ess and 

gr eet ea me. She i s a cut e l i t t l e f r i endl y chi l d, and i sAmuch 
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ext r over t ed as i er  f at her . Hi s wi f e was s i t t i ng at  a di ni ng room 

t abl e and i t  was pl ai n t hat  she and J i m had been maki ng cel l ul o i d 

r i ngs out  of  t oot hbr ush handl es . She gr eet ed me but  sai d ver y 

l i t t l e af t er  t hat . J i m's mot her - i n- l aw was s i t t i ng i n xhe next  

r oom so he i nt r oduced ie and when 1 s t ar t ed t o speak i n J apanese 

she cut  i n sayi ng mer el y "Hel l o ", so I  caught  mysel f . I  don't  

t hi nk she kno?/s ver y much Engl i sh but  pr obabl y has become accus-

tomed t o gr eet i ng ni s ei  i n t hi s way. I t  al ways conf uses me when 

an i ssei  s t ar t s to speak i n Engl i sh, espec i al l y when t hey l ook 

l i ke r eal  i s s ei . 

The new apar t ment  i s qui t e l ar ge. Ther e ar e s i x roo- is i n-

c l udi ng t hr ee bedr ooms, a l i v i ng r oom, a di ni n ; r oom and a k i t chen. 

Ther e i s pr obabl y a bat hr oom at t ached al so . One of  t he bedr ooms 

i s f o r  t he mot her , anot her  f or  J i m's s i st er - i n- l aw, and t he t hi r d 

one f or  t hemsel ves. They pay § 60 a mont h f or  t hese s i x rooms and 

al so f or  l i ght  and gas whi ch br i ngs i t  up t o ;:70 or  $75. The 

f ur ni shi ngs ar e not  new but  t hey ar e comf or t abl e ana adequat e. 

J i m i s evi dent l y ver y much pl eased wi t h t hi s new set - up. He con-

s i der s i t  an i mpr ovement  over  hi s f or mer  s i t uat i on. We went  i nt o 

t he k i t chen and af t er  he set  up t he equi pment , s t ar t ed cut t i ng my 

hai r . At  t he same t i me he kept  up a st eady st r eam of  conver sa-

t i on. J i m s ai d: 

T,Di d you hear  t hat  I  qui t  my j ob at  t he bar ber  shop t oday? 

I  j ust  wal ked out  on t he ol d man. I 'm ;oi ng t o wor k f or  t he 

publ i s : i ng house t hat  put s out  ¿ s qui r e, L i f e and al l  t hose maga-

z i nes . (Donnel l ey P r es s ) I!y f r i ends wor k down t her e and t hey've 

been t el l i ng me t hat  i t ' s a good pl ace t o wor k. They sai d I  

coul d get  a j ob any t i me so l ast  Sat ur day I  went  down t o see t he 
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boss about  i t . I t ' s a bi g pl ace wi t h about  1500 wor ker s and 

t hey 've got  qui t e a f ew ni s ei  wor ki ng t her e al r eady. I  t al ked t o 

t he manager  and he shaved me al l  ar ound t he pl ace. He was a 

hel l uva ni ce guy and he t ol d me t hat  he l i k es t he ni sei  wor ker s 

f i ne. He sai d he' s never  had any t r oubl e wi t h t hem and t hat  he's 

. i l l i n , ; t o t ake on mor e when t hey come l ooki ng f or  a j ob. The 

boys down t her e have been maki ng | 50 t o J >60 a <ss» week. I  f i gur e 

t hat 's bet t er  t han what  I  was get t i ng down at  t he bar ber  shop. 

I ' l l  be wor ki ng at  79 cent s an hour . I  saw about  t hi s j ob l ast  

' at ur day but  I  di dn't  r egi s t er  unt i l  t oday. I  d i dn' t  t el l  : "i ke, 

t he boss at  t he bar ber  shop, unt i l  t oday because I  d i dn ' t  want  t o 

qui t  unl ess I  was sur e of  get t i ng t he ot her  pos i t i on. You know, 

somet i mes t hi ngs can change over  t he week- end and I  di dn' t  want  

t o be l ef t  wi t hout  a j ob. You got t a pl ay saf e. Today I  went  t o 

r egi s t er  and t hey got  me al l  s i gned up so I 'm goi ng t o st ar t  wor k 

at  t hi s pr i nt i ng company r i ght  away. 

" I  wor ked al l  mor ni ng at  t he shop and wad t wo cust omer s. 

Then I  went  down' t o r egi s t er  at  t h i s ot her  company and came back 

t o pi ck up my equi pment  ar ound 4 o 'c l oc k i n t he af t er noon. I  de-

c i ded t hat  I  was j ust  goi ng to qui t  on t he ol d man. I  di dn't  want  

t o f i ght  wi t h hi m but  I  wasn't  goi ng t o wor k any more f or  hi m. 

Ki ke wasn't  t her e when I  came back so I  j ust  s t ar t ed t o gat her  al l  

rny t hi ngs t oget her . The ot her  bar ber , Dad, was t her e and he sai d 

he want ed t o qui t  t oo because Hi ke was such a damn st i ngy guy. 

But  Dad i s 75 year s ol d and has a wi f e and gr andchi l d t o suppor t  

and I t ' s not  so easy f or  hi m t o f i nd anot her  j ob. But  Dad t ol d 

me t hat  one of  t hese days he' s gonna qui t  on Mi ke and he' s goi ng 

t o j ust  wal k out . He says he's not  gonna t el l  7?i ke anyt hi ng; he's 
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hai r cut  f r om Mi ke f or  a l ong t i me. Hi s name i f  Mr . Sohi r er . 

Ever y t i me Mr . Sohi r er  comes - i n, Hi ke pul l s t hat  s t uf f  on hi m. He 

says , 'That  damn J ew Makes pl ent y of  dough and he get s i t  by 

cheat i ng out  ot her  peopl e, so he doesn't  deser ve a nev t o wel . ' 

Boy, i f  Mr . Schi r er  ever  f ound out  he'd l eave Mi ke f l a t . God, I  

never  saw a man so t i ght  and di r t y . I t ' s not  t hat  he doesn't  l i k e 

J ews because I  t hi nk he's a J ew hi ms el f , but  a l l  he knows i s t o 

l ook af t er  hi ms el f . You know t hat  beaut y shop i n t he back , "i k e 

owns t hat  pl ace t oo. Whi l e I  was t her e f i ve gi r l s qui t , i l l  be-

cause :r i ke was so s t i ngy and woul dn't  pay t hem enough. I  was onl y 

get t i ng 40 cent s f or  ever y hai r c ut . 

M7hen we get  busy i n t her e Mi ke want s :ne t o do a qui ck j ob on 

a l l  t he cust omer s. He t ol d me t hat  when a bunch of  s ai l o r s come 

i n , he j us t  want s me t o r un t hr ough t hei r  hai r  and not  uake t oo 

much t i me on t hem. Of  cour se, he'd make more money i f  we wor ked 

t hen. But  when I  do a j ob, I  want  t o do i t  good. I  t ol d Mi ke, 

' l ook her e, you've got  a son i n t he Ar my, how woul d you f eel  i f  

t he bar ber  t r eat ed your  son t hat  way? The way I  l ook at  i t , t hese 

boys ar e f i ght i ng f o r  t he peopl e back home and t hey deser ve t he 

bes t . ' But  Mi ke onl y says , ' T hat ' s di f f er ent .*-  You j ust  cut  t hem 

as f as t  as you c an . ' I  don' t  see i t  t hat  way. when t hose s ai l o r s 

come i n, I 'm not  goi ng t o. t r eat  t hem any di f f er ent  i 'r o i  anybody 

el s e. I n f ac t , I  l i k e t o gi ve t hem a bet t er  hai r cut  t han I  do f or  

t he ot her  peopl e. I  never  pay any at t ent i on t o Mi ke when he t el l s 

r ae t  r i ngs l i ke t hat . That  guy 's s el f i s h as hel l , .i l l  he t hi nks 

about  i s hi msel f  and does n't  xi ve a damn about  anybody el s e. 

; t 7hi l e I  was c l eani ng out  my s t uf f  and pack i n t hen up t o 

br i ng t hem home, Mi ke ,/al ked i n. He was sur pr i sed t o see what  I  
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j ust  goi ng t o pi ck up h i s s t uf f  and l et  Mi ke go t o hel l . 

"You know what  t hat  goddam Hi ke t ol d me? A l ot  of  t he J apan-

ee boys have been comi ng t o t he shop r ec ent l y . Mi ke t ol d me t he 

ot her  day t hat  t her e wer e t oo many comi ng i n i n bunches and he 

sai d t o t el l  t he boys t o come i n one at  a t i me. What t a hel l , Mi ke 

was pl eased as any t hi n/; when I  f i r s t  st ar t ed t o dr aw you f el l ows . 

He di dn ' t  have any k i nd of  bus i ness bef or e and he was gl ad t o get  

t he J apanese boys when t hey f i r s t  s t ar t ed t o come i n. But  now he 

t el l s me t hat  h i s ot her  cust omer s obj ect  t o seei n so many or i en-

t al s ar ound t he shop and t hat  he i s l os i ng cust omer s t hat  way. 

I  t o l d hi m t hat  I  was n't  goi ng t o t el l  you f el l ows anyt hi ng and 

t hat  he was l ucwy t o have you guys comi ng ar ound t her e. He knew 

i t t oo . I  sai d i f  he di dn ' t  want  your  t r ade I ' d qui t  but  I  

woul dn't  t el l  you guys anyt hi ng l i ke t hat . That  was a week ago 

but  I  di dn' t  qui t  j ust  t hen. J esus , t hat  made me mad. 

;,The t r oubl e wi t h t hat  guy, he ' s t oo damn s t i ngy . l i e's di r t y 

t oo. You know, he won't  even pay f or  t he t o i l et  paper  and I  have 

t o br i ng r ay own. He's al so supposed t o pr ovi de new t owel s f or  

each cust omer , ¿v r y cust omer  expect s a f r esh t owel  t o wr ap 

ar ound hi s neck and t hat 's t he way I  l i k e t o do t hi ngs . But  you 

know what  t hat  Hi ke does? When t he cust omer s' not  l ook i n , he 

oul l s out  an ol d t owel  and wr aps i t  ar ound t he my ' s neck . And 

somet i mes he bl ows h i s nose on a t owel  and t hen when t he custom-

er s ' not  l ook i ng, he k i nd of  r i nses i t  out  and he put s i t  back on 

t he f e l o w's neck. God, I  c an't  st and t o do a t hi ng l i ke t hat . 

I f  t  ie cust omer s ever  f ound out  how di r t y "i ke i s , he woul dn't  

have a damn per son comi ng t o hi s pl ace. - her e's a J ewi sh f el l ow 

wi o comes ar ound, a pr et t y bi g bus i ness nan who's been et t i ng hi s 
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was doi ng. Ee c oul dn't  f i gur e out  f o r  a mi nut e what  i t  was a l l  

about . I  d i dn ' t  want  t o have a f i  ght  wi  tl i  hi m or  anyt hi ng so I  

j ust  t ol d hi m qui et l y , »Mi ke, I 'm l eav i ng you t o day . ' Ee k i nd of  

sput t er ed ar ound and sai d, 'You c an't  do t hat  t o me J i m. ' I  t ol d 

hi m I  got  a new j ob t hat  was goi ng t o pay me ¿50 or  ¿60 a week . 

I  t ol d hi m t hat  I  was n't  maki ng enou !:i  her e t o make a go of  i t . 

He sai d t hat  I  mi  ai t  not  r eal i ze i t , but  I  was maki ng ¿50 or  ¿60 

r i ght  t her e and doi ng an eas i er  j ob t han I ' d ever  have i n a f ac-

t or y . What t a he l l , I  mi ght  have been cut t i ng ¿60 wor t h of  hai r  

but  he was get t i ng a bi g per cent age out  o f  i t . Be t r i ed' t o t el l  

me t hat  he'd t r eat ed me r i ght  f r om t he begi nni ng but  I  d i dn ' t  pay 

any at t ent i on t o hi m. He j us t  kept  say i ng, 'You c an't  do t hi s t o 

me, J i m. ' Mr . Schi r er  came i n t o get  a hai r cut  j ust  t hen so I  

asked hi m i f  he di dn ' t  t hi nk t hat  a f el l ow shoul d t r y t o get  a 

bet t er  j ob i f  he coul d. He agr eed wi t h me and sai d t hat  a f el l ow-
> 

had t o t r y t o advance whenever  he got  a chance. I  don't  t hi nk 

¿'i ke l i ked t hat . That  mor ni ng I  wor ked hal f  a day. accor di ng t o 

t he Uni on r egul at i on, when you wor k hal f  a day, you'r e supposed 

t o get  ;,3.75 r egar dl ess of  how many hai r cut s you do. Y o u ' r e sup-

posed t o get  t hat  even i f  you don't  get  a s i ngl e cust omer . 1 gg  ̂

gave t wo hai r cut s and I  had. 1. 75 comi ng t o me. - 3ad had t ol d 

me ear l i er  t o be sur e and get  my $5. 75. Ee says , 'You know t he 

Vni on r egul at i on. f  I  d i dn ' t  gi ve a damn about  t he -  5. 75 but  I  

want ed t o get  what  was comi ng t o me. Dad kept  nudgi ng me t o r e-

mi nd me to get  t he mor ni ng's pay. When I  was about  t o l eave, I  

t ur ned to Mi ke and s ai d qui et l y , ' I  had t wo cust omer s t hi s morn-

i ng and I  get  1.75 comi ng t o me. ' Mi ke was n't  doi ng a dar n t hi ng 

but  he sai d he was t oo busy j ust  t hen and f or  me t o come ar ound 
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l at er  and he'd gi ve me t he money. I  t o l d hi m, ' I  don't  want  t o 

f i ght  wi t h you, Hi k e, and I  know t hat  i f  I  oo$e back agai n t o ask 

f or  t he money y o u' r e not  goi ng t o gi ve i t  t o me and we'r e goi ng 

t o h; ve a f i ght  about  i t . ' Mi ke was get t i ng sor e as anyt  l i ng and 

I  knew t hat  he di dnT t  want  t o pay up so I  t ol d hi m t hat  I  d i dn ' t  

want  t he 1.75 anyway. But  I  want ed t o gi ve t he money t o Dad be-

cause I  knew he was havi ng a har d t i me so I  kept  i ns i s t i ng. Mi ke 

shel l ed out  and I  gave i t  t o Pad. 

r ,I  coul d have cussed out  Hi ke and t ol d hi m o f f , but  I  j ust  

kept  my t emper  al t hough he was get t i ng ne mad because I  was t hi nk-

i ng of  t he r est  of  t he J apanese. - hat  ""i ke can t el l  t he bi ggest  

l i es and exagger at es s t or i es when he want s t o . I  knew t hat  i f  I  

cussed hi m out  he woul d t el l  al l  h i s cust omer s about  what  r at s 

t he J aps wer e and I  di dn' t  want  t hat  t o happen. I  knew i t  woul d 

j ust  make i t  har der  f o r  t he r est  of  t he n i s ei . I  know what 's 

goi ng to happen when t he n i s ei  boys come ar ound t o get  hai r c ut s 

f r om me. He'11 j us t  t el l  t hem t hat  I 'm s i ck or  somet hi ng and 

t hat  I ' l l  be back agai n soon. T hat ' s h i s t echni que of  t r y i ng t o 

hang on t o cust omer s because he knows dar n wel l  t hat  t hey won't  

come back t o get  hai r cut s f r om hi m. One f el l ow came i n j ust  as I  

was c l eani ng up and he sai d, 'Wher e have you been J i m? I  was 

l ook i ng ar ound al l  mor ni ng f or  y o u . ' I  t ol d hi m t hat  I  was qui t -

t i ng ana I  expl ai ned t hat  I  c oul dn't  gi ve hi m a hai r cut  because 1 

had al r eady qui t  my j ob. Mi ke say i ng t o me on t he s i de, 'come on 

J i m, wi ve hi m one hai r c ut . 5 But  I  was n't  go i i g t o do any mor e 

hai r  cut s when I  d i dn ' t  wor k t her e any l onger  so I  r ef us ed. Hi ke 

was sor e about  t hat  but  he d i dn ' t  want  t o l ose t he cust omer  so he 

f i nal l y s ai d, ' "'el l , I ' l l  gi ve you t he ha i r c u t . ' The ot her  f el l ow 
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j ust  l ooked at  hi m and s ai d, 'Oh no, no hai r  out s f r om - ou, 

mi s t er , ' and j ust  wal ked out . 

'Bef or e I  came t her e t hat  shop had ver y l i t t l e bus i ness . Boy, 

i t  l ooks busy al l  r i ght  about  t he t i me you guys come ar ound be-

cause t hat f  s t he busy hour . But  somet i mes i n t he mor ni ng we 

har dl y woul d have any cust omer s at  a l l . Maybe I  do about  a coupl e 

of  dol l ar s wor t h of  hai r cut s , Dad oul d do 50 events wor t h, and 

Ti ke woul dn't  have a s i ngl e - customer . Those guys ar e l ousy bar ber s 

and t he peopl e know i t . Dad's a good guy and 1 l i k e hi m, but  he's 

pr et t y ol d you know and he can't  do a neat  j ob. I t ' s a f unny 

t hi ng, but  some of  t he ol d cust omer s st ar t ed t o come t o my ch i r  

when I  began wor k at  t hat  shop. I  t ook qui t e a f ew' cust omer s 

away f r om bot h Dad and Mi ke. I  met  a l ot  or  hakuj i n who wor k 

ar ound t her e and t hey got  so t hey want ed t o t ake me out  t o t he 

bar s or  t o l unch. I  t al k easy t o t hem you know and t hey l i ke me. 

I  don11 know what  t hey woul d have t hought  i f  t hey knew I  wer e 

J apanese. But  I  never  t ol d t hem. They 'd ask me i f  1 wer e a F i l i -

pi no and I ' d say, 'What  do you t hi nk? ' - ¡hen t hey ask me whet her  

1 wer e Chi nese or  J apanese or  Hawai i an, 'I  t el l  t hem t he same 

t hi ng. Lot s of  t hose guys never  f ound out  what  I  was . Ther e was 

t hi s one bar  t ender  who got  t o l i ke me pr et t y wel l  and he s ai d, 

I  f i gur ed out _what  you ar e, J i m because of  t he way you t al k . 

3f  ou'r e Hawai i an. ' * 1 never  t el l  t hem di f f er ent . But  t hose guys 

wer e al l  r i  :ht  and t hey got . so t hat  t hey came back t o me when t hey 

want ed a hai r cut . Dad wi l l  get  back some of  hi s cust omer s now' t hat  

I 'v e l ef t  because t he peopl e l i ke hi m bet t er  t han t hey do Mi ke. 
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"The hakuj i n bar ber s her e i n Chi cago ar en' t  much - ood. I ' l l  

t el l  you t he r eason why. I  f ound out  t hat  i t ' s because t he 

Chi cago peopl e don't  k i ck about  t he k i nd of  hai r cut s t hey get . 

They ' l l  ::ake anyt hi ng. That 's why t he bar ber s get  away wi t h mur-

der . You know how t hey cut , wi t h a l ot  of  r i dges and mar ks al l  

over  your  l ead. Dad, f o r  exampl e, i s a good guy and I ' d l i k e t o 

t el l  t he ni sei  boys t o go t o hi m when I 'm busy, but  he's ol d and 

sl ow and I  know t hat  he's a t er r i bl e bar ber . So I  can't  send my 

f r i ends to hi m. I  don't  l i ke to hog al l  t he bus i ness and I  l i k e 

t o gi ve a guy l i k e Dad a br eak. But  when you know t hat  he's no 

good as a bar ber , you c an't  send your  f r i ends t o hi m. Yah, t he 

head guy at  I nt er nat i onal  House i s a good bar ber . I ' v e wat ched 

hi m wor k and he does a good j ob. Eave you seen t hat  f el l ow at  

Reynol d's Cl ub? I ' v e wat ched hi m wor k and he' s a good nan t oo. 

I  t r i ed t o get  a j ob at  bot h pl aces . When I  went  t o ask t hi s boss 

at  t he Reyno l d's Cl ub, he sai d he want ed a man who was f as t  and 

good. That 's my meat  so I  t ol d hi m I  coul d go t o wor k f or  hi m and 

he t r i ed me out . He was pl eased wi t h t he way I  cut  hai r  and sai d 

he'd l et  me know i n a coupl e of " days. Thi s f el l ow l i ked me ver y 

wel l  and I  was i n. But  t he *r my t ur ned me down and so I  coul dn't  

ex t he j ob. That  happened at  I nt er nat i onal  House t oo. I  sur e 

wo I d have l i ked t o wor k at  ei t her  of  t hose pl aces . 

''I 'ci  l i k e xo st ar t  a shop of  my own but  wi t h the dr af t  and 

al l  I  don't  want  to st ar t  anyt hi ng j ust  now. I ' d have t o have 

$1000 t o buy t he equi pment  I  need and f i x uj> a shop, but  I  

haven't  got  t hat  much money. Ther e ar e t wo or  t hr ee peopl e t hat  

I  know who woul d f i nance me. Ther e i s one i s sei  guy who t ol d me 

t o st ar t  a r es t aur ant , a suki - yaki  house somewher e her e on 65r d 
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St r eet . They've r ot  one on t he Nor t h Si de so t hi s woul d be a good 

pl ace t o st ar t  one. Ever y t i me t hi s f el l ows sees me, he t el l s me, 
» 

Mi a , yar e, yer e, boku ga kane wo dasu k ar a ' . (Go ahead J i m, I ' l l  

put  up t he money.) I  used to do a l i t t l e cooki ng onoe so he 

f i gur es t hat  I  coul d handl e i t . I  woul dn't  mi nd doi ng i t  except  

f or  t he dr af t . But  r i ght  now I  c an't  t el l  when I  mi ght  get  

dr af t ed and I  don't  want  anybody t o put  money on me and t hen f i nd 

t hat  I  have t o wal k out  c- n hi m. The f el l ow mi ght  l ose a eou: l e 

of  thous-  nd dol l ar s i n t he i nvest ment . You have t o f i gur e on t he 
V 

cust omer  angl e t oo. Any su'ci - yaki  house has t o depend on ni sei  

cust omer s. But  i f  al l  t he ni sei  f el l ows get  dr af t ed, we'd l ose 

hal f  o f  our  cust omer s. I ' d go i n wi t h hi m t omor r ow i f  I  t hou ht  

t hat  I  woul dn't  be i n t he dr af t . But  I  don't  want  t o use up 

somebody el se.'s money 011 a l os i ng pr opos i t i on. Thi s ot her  J el l ov 1 

says go ahead but  I  don't  see i t  t hat  way. 

"I ' m goi ng t o wor k t he ni ght  shi f t  at  t hi s new j ob down at  

t he pr i nt i ng company. I  go on dut y at  5 o 'c l oc k and wor k unt i l  

mor ni ng. That  means I  can cut  hai r  unt i l  about  Z o 'c l oc k i n t he 

af t er noon and I ' l l  al so have Sat ur days and Sundays f r ee. That 's 

what  I  l i k e about  t hi s ni ght  s h i f t . I t ' l l  l eave me Sat ur days and 

Sundays f r ee t o cut  hai r  and a l ot  o f  t he boys dr or  i n over  t he 

week- end. I t ' s a good t hi ng you di dn' t  come ar ound Sunday be-

cause I  was busy al l  day. The boys down on r̂ exel  Ave. j ust  

f ound out  wher e my new pl ace as and t hey al l  k i nd o: pi l ed i n 

yest er day. 

"Thi s apar t ment  i s al l  r i ght , i s n ' t  i t ? Of  cour se, t he j ani -

t or  get s l azy now and t hen and we don't  get  hot  wat er  l at e at  

ni ght . But  t he pl ace i s al l  r i ght . You know how I  got  t hi s 
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pl ace? Ther e's a r eal  est at e agen<fcy[ar)una t he cor ner  cal l ed 

Sel t z and Sout hman. They hel ped me out . - her e's a guy t her e i n 

t he f r ont  whom I  t al ked t o and r i ght  away he sai d he'd f i nd a 

pl ace f or  ne. He says t o me, ' I  don' t  want  t o hur t  your  f eel i ngs 

but  I ' l l  t e l l  you f r ank l y t hat  t her e ar e some ¿ l aces f or  whi ch 

we'r e t he agent s t hat  I  c an' t  get  an apar t ment  f o r  you. ei t her  

t he management  or  t he peopl e l i v i ng i n t he bui l di ng woul d obj ect  

t o havi ng J apanese l i v i ng t her e. I t  woul dn't  be ver y pl easant  

f o r  you ei t her . But  per sonal l y I  l i k e t he J apanese. I  go t o t he 

F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Chur ch and I ' v e met  some ver y f i ne J apanese Amer i -

cans t her e. I ' v e f ound t oo t hat  t hey make ver y good t enant s . 
� 

They keep t hei r  pl aces up and t hey pay t hei r  r ent  r i ght  on t i me. 

I ' l l  f i nd you a pl ace and I ' l l  f i nd you a good o ne. ' Wel l , he got  

me t hi s p l ac e. That  f e l l o w's a Chr i s t i an and by go l l y , he''s 

squar e. Of  cour se, you know how t he Ni honj i n ar e, t hey 'r e "ood 

t enant s . t hat 's why he l i kes t o 'have us whenever  he can. Ee sai d 

t hat  i f  he coul d have hi s own way he 'd have J apanese, i n a l l  t he 

best  apar t  aent  s tha t  he coul d get . 

r ,Thi s pl ace we'r e i n now was occupi ed by an .Ar meni an f ami l y . 

The ol d l ady l i ved wi t h her  sons bef or e t hey went  i nt o t he Ar my. 

But  no., t hat  t hey 've gone i nt o t he Array she dec i ded t o r ent  t he 

pl ace out . The f i r s t  week we wer e her e, t hi s ol d l ady kept  comi ng 

ups t ai r s t o see what  we wer e doi ng t o her  apar t ment  and her  f ur -

ni t ur e. She'd come up hal f  a dozen t i mes a day and i t  got  so t hat  

she 7as a r eal  bot her . I  went  over  t o t hi s agent  and t ol d hi m 

about  i t  and he sai d j ust  16ck t he door  on her  and don't  mi nd her . 

He sai d we v/er e payi ng t he r ent  and t hey wer e l ook i ng af t er  t he 

apar t ment  and she had no bus i ness comi ng ar ound. We haven't  had 
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any t r oubl e at  al l  t hou, h. I t ' s no . l i k e at  t hat  ot her  apar t ment  ̂

wher e we had so much t r oubl e wi t h t he I t a l i an l andl ady. J esus , we 

wer e payi ng ;16.50 a we; k f or  t hat  apar t  l ent  a id di dnTt  have hal f  

as good a pl ace as we now have. - After  we moved out  f i ve or  s i x of  

t he ot her  ni sei  f ami l i es moved out  t oo. They coul dn't  st and t he 

pl ace any more t han we coul d. I  hear d t hat  t he OPA got  af t er  t he 

l andl ady and t he owner  af t er , we l ef t . That  I t al i an l andl ady was 

as sor e as hel l  f r om what  I  hear , - he want ed t o know who t ol a t he 

CPA al l  about  i t . Wel l , I  was t he one who went  down and cr abbed 

t o t he CPA about  t he l andl ady j ack i ng up t he r ent  on us . They 

di dn't  do 'any t hi n ; about  i t  f or  a coupl e of  mont hs and t hat 's why 

we moved out . I  guess t hey f i nal l y got  ar ound t o see about  i t . 

They 'r e r eal l y put t i ng t he pr essur e on her  now. I  hear  t hat  she 

r ef uses t o go down al t hough t he CPA has or der ed her  t o appear  at  

t hei r  o f f i c e, . h e ' s gonna get  i nt o t r oubl e yet . The f unny par t  

of  i t  i s , t hat  we t hr eat ened to go down see t he GPA t he t i me she 

r ai sed t he r ent  on us , she t ol d us , 'The OPA and t he boss ar ĵ us t  

l i ke t h i s . ' (gi v i ng t he s gn of  cr ossed f i nger s ) J ust  l i ke a 

gangst er , huh? Boy, t he l aughs- on her  now. lie di dn't  get  t he 

benef i t  of  my k i ck i ng about  i t  but  she and t he owner  wi l l  f i nd out  

t hat  t hey can't  f ool  ar ound i t h t hei r  t enant s* 

"7e wer e havi ng t r oubl e get t i ng heat  and hot  /at er  i n t he 

eveni ng so I  went  over  t o t he agent  t o see about  i t . The f i r eman 

who t akes car e of  our  f ur nace al so t akes car e of  sever al  bui l di ngs 

al ong t hi s bl ock . I  guess he t r i es t o get  out  ear l y i n t he even-

i ng and he doesn't  t ake car e of  t he f i r e l at e at  ni ght . I  br ought  

a ca;ce and some ot her  t hi ng t o t hi s agent  when I  went  t o see hi m. 

x>nd boy, was he pl eased. That 's t he t hi ng about  Amer i cans, you 
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can br i be t hem to do anyt hi ng. He sai d f or  me not  t o wor r y about  

& ay t  l i ng and I  guess he t ol d 't he j ani t o r  because x'or  a coupl e of  

days we have pl ent y of  hot  wat er  i n. t he eveni ngs . He' s gone back 

t o t he ol d habi t s agai n but  we'r e not  k i ck i ng because we don't  

want  to make any t r oubl e. I t ' s a l l  r i ght  as i t  i s . 

'You know, a Ni honj i n won't  t ake a br i be t he way t he Amer i -

cans do, but  J esus , you can get  away wi t h mur der  among hak uj i n. 

Look at  a l l  t hese po l i t i c i ans ar ound t hi s c i t y , {¿raf t  i s a l l  

t her e i s . rou know, when I  was i n hi gh schoo l , I  coul dn't  gr adu-

at e because I  coul dn't  pass one n̂gl i s h cour se. I  t ook t hat  same 

cour se t hr ee t i mes and had t he same ol d woman f or  a t eacher  ever y 

t i me. She was n't  goi ng t o pass me t he t hi r d t i me ei t her . But  you 

know what  I  di d? I  passed her  �25 and she came r i ght  t hr ough. I  

was get t i ng A*s and B ' s i n a l l  t he ot her  cour ses and t he pr i nc i pal  

c oul dn't  under st and why I  c oul dn't  get  t hr ough on t hi s cour se. I  

c an't  under st and i t  ei t her . But  ever y goddam t i me when t he end of  

t he quar t er  cane, s he'd f l unk me. Ther e was a Chi nese ki d t hat  I  

mew who knew t hi s woman t eacher  pr et t y wel l . I  was t el l i ng hi m 

about  my t r oubl e and he says t o me, ' J i m, I ' 11 . t e l l  you how t o 

get  t hr ough i f  you won't  t el l  anybody e l s e . ' I  want ed t o f i n i s h 

t hat  cour se because i t  was s t andi ng i n ray ,/ay of  gr aduat i ng so I  

pr omi sed hi m not  t o say anyt hi ng i f  he t ol d me how t o get  t hr ough. 

He sai d t he t hi ng f or  me to do was t o put  ¿25 i n an envel ope ana 

one day af t er  c l as s , af t er  al l  t he ot her  st udent  had l e f t , I  

shoul d pass "besi de t he t eac her 's desk and l ay t he envel ope on her  

desk . '.;hen he t ol d me t o say , 'A pr esent  f or  you, Mi ss X , ' and 

j ust  wal k out . I  t hought  he was k i ddi ng me and I  sai d t hat  I  

coul d get  i nt o a l ot  of  t r oubl e pul l i ng a t r i c k l i ke t hat . But  
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t hi s Chi nese f el l ow, Har r y l ee, was ser i ous about  i t . He sai d 

t hat  t he r eason he knew t he t r i c k woul d wor k because t hat  was how 

he got  t hr ough i t  h i ms el f . I  c oul dn't  bel i eve i t  f o r  a whi l e but  

he was so ser i ous t hat  I  f i nal l y dec i ded t hat  he was t el l i ng t he 

t r ut h. I  d i dn ' t  have any money so I  t ol d my bi g br ot her  about  i t  

and asked f or  ,- 25. He woul dn't  bel i eve i t  ei t her  and he sai d 

t hat  I  woul d get  i nt o a l ot  of  t r oubl e t r y i ng t o pul l  a br .i be l i k e 

t i at . So I  t ol d hi m t hat  i f  he d i dn ' t  bel i eve me I ' d br i ng Bar r y 

over  t o t al k t o hi m and I  got  Har r y t o t al k t o 'my br ot her  i n or der  

t o convi nce hi m. My br ot her  dec i ded t hat  Har r y was t el l i ng t he 

t r ut h so he was gl ad t o shel l  out  ¿25 s i nce he f i gur ed t hat  I ' d 

been i n school  l ong enough. Boy, t he day I  br ought  t hat  envel ope 

my hands wer e shak i ng because I  was so scar ed but  I  di d exac t l y 

as har r y t ol d me t o do. I  j ust  l a i d t hat  envel ope on her  desk 

and s ai d, f A pr esent  f or  you, t eac her , ' and r an out . You know what  

happened? They used t o exempt  t he best  st udent s i n t he c l ass f r om 

t he f i nal  exami nat i on and when she r ead o f f  t he names of  

t hose exempt ed, mi ne was one of  t hem. I  coul d har dl y bel i - ve i t . 

The pr i nc i pal  was sur pr i sed t oo ,?hen he'd hear d about  i t  and he 

asked rie about  i t . 1 j us t  t ol d hi m t hat  I  guess I  j ust  caught  on 

f i na l l y . 

"You may not  bel i eve me, but  t hat ' s how I  f i nal l y got t hr ough 

hi gh school . I  t hi nk t hat  t eacher  was a sex mani ac . Af t er  Har r y 

br i bed her , she got  pr et t y f r i endl y wi t h hi m and i nv i t ed hi m over  

t o her  p l ac e. Pr et t y soon he was l ay i ng her  al t hough she was an 

obaasan and we a l l  knew about  i t . I  was n' t  t he onl y one she 

pul l ed t hat  br i be t r i c k on. Ther e wer e sever al  ot her  k i ds who 

had t i e same t r oubl e pass i ng her  cour se and s he'd al ways gi ve 
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hi nt s t hat  i f  t hey woul d oome ar ound to her  house af t er  t he 

c l asses f or  spec i al  t ut or i ng at  cer t ai n r at es she woul d see t hat  

t hey woul d get  t hr ough. That 's t he k i nd of  woman she was. I f  

you know how to br i be t hese hak uj i n, you can get  al ong anywher e. 

" I  don' t  know i f  t he Army wi l l  t ake me because I ' m about  20 

pounds over wei ght  and pl ent y s o f t , ¿ t i l l , when 1 had my phys i cal  
» 

exami nat i on at  t he t i me I  got  my bar ber 's l i c ens e, t hey t ol d me 

t hat  i  was good enough f o r  any man's ar ray. I f  I  got  i nt o t he 

Ar my, I ' d l i k e t o go up t o Savage. That  - hel by l i f e woul d be t oo 

r ough f or  me. The way I  am, I  c oul dn't  t ake i t  any mor e. I  

don't  know about  becomi ng one of  t he J apanese i nt er pr et er s , but  

t hey 've got  al l  k i nds o f  j obs up t her e. One of  t he f el l ows was 

t el l i ng me t hat  t hey need a l ot  of  t ypi s t s at  Savage. I  was 

t r y i ng out  my t ypi ng t he ot her  day but  I 'm not  much good at  I t . 

e l l , a uy l i k e you coul d get  i n t her e easy . 

- Those Hawai i an boys do..n at  Shel by ar e pl ent y t ough. I  know 

because I  gr ew up i n Hawai i  and some of  t hose boys v i s i t  me when 

t hey come to Chi cago. - he ones t hat  ar e down t her e now ar en' t  _r om 

Honol ul u. They 'r e f r om t he smal l er  i s l ands on t he out s i de. That ' s 

why t hey 'r e pr et t y cr ude and t ough bunch. You t ake t he Honol ul u 

J apanese and t hey 'r e not  as t ough as t he boys who ar e t her e now. 

The 100t h bat t al i on has a l ot  of  Honol ul u boys i n i t . They 'r e 

pr et t y t ough- t oo and t hey got  i nt o some f i ght s when t hey wer e i n 

v i scons i n. Hut  t hey 'r e not  as i gnor ant  and not  as har d t o handl e 

as t he Hawai i an boys f r om t hese ot her  pl ac es . 

'Some of  t he boys wer e t e l l i ng me t he bi g f i ght  t hat  t hey had 

down t her e. These boys went  to a dance wher e a l ot  of  hakuj l n 

g i r l s wer e and one smal l  guy saw a pr et t y hakuj i n r i r l  t hat  he 
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dec i ded he want ed to dance wi t h. - hose guys ar en' t  af r ai d of  any-

t hi ng and t hey ' l l  go up t o any g i r l  t o ask f or  a dance. Thi s 

smal l  f el l ow went  up t o a hakuj i n f el l ow who was danc i ng wi t h t he 

gi r l  and t agged hi m out . I  guess t he hakuj i n f el l ow d i dn ' t  l i k e 

i t  so he t agged back but  t hi s smal l  f el l ow went  r i ght  back and 

t agged hi m out  agai n. The Hawai i an was a smal l  f el l ow and I  mes s 

l ie was not  ver y at t r ac t i ve so I  don' t  t hi nk t hi s hak uj i n ; i r l  

want ed t o dance wi t h hi m ver y much. The second t i me he was t agwed, 

t he hak uj i n so l di er  t o l d t he Hawai i an, 'The gi r l  does n't  v.ant  t o 

dance wi t h y o u . ' f l i ght  away t hi s Hawai i an l et  go wi t h a sock t he 

hakuj i n so l di er  and knocked hi m down. A bunch of  t he ot her  sol d-

i er s t r i ed t o st ep i n t o st op t he l i t t l e f el l ow but  when t he 

Hawai i ans saw t hat  t he/ ganged up on t i e hak uj i n. - her e wer e about  

75 .ay s on each s i de f i ght i ng on t he dance f l oor  and t he gi r l s wer e 

scr eami ng al l  over  t he p l ac e. I  guess t hey had a hel l uva f i ght . 

Of  cour se t he hak uj i n was wr ong t hat  t i  i e. ¿hit  t he next  day t he 

Hawai i an boys wer e t ol d t o go t o t he" dance f l oor  and mop up t he 

bl ood of  t he whi t e boys whi ch smear ed t he whol e pl ace. That  same 

day not i ces appear ed a l l  ar ound t he cawp sayi ng t hat  t he hakuj i n 

so l di er s ?/er e t o l eave t he 442nd boys s t r i c t l y al one. They 'r e 

t ough bas t ar ds , I 'm t el l i ng you and t hey won't  t ake anyt hi n-  f r om 

anybody, f̂ t er  t hat  t he Hawai i ans haven't  been i nv i t ed t o any of  

t hese dances . The o f f i c er s have a har d t i me handl i ng t he boys 

because t hey 'r e wi l l i ng t o f i ght  at  t he dr op of  a hat  and some-

t i mes t he o f f i c er s can't  make t hem obey or der s . 

"Di d you see t he new desk I  made whi l e I  as i n camp? I  j ust  

l ad i t  s t ai ned and var ni s hed. I ' l l  t e l l  you how 1 happened t o 

make t hi s desk . Ther e wer e a bunch of  t he Hawai i an boys down i n 
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itimm: J er ome who wer e get t i ng i nt o a l ot  of  t r oubl e. They'd, get  

i nt o f i ght s al l  over  t he car ip and. t he admi ni s t r at i on was r eady t o 

t hr o / t hem i nt o t he can. You know, t hose boys ar e al l  r i ght  i f  

you know how t o handl e t hem, l ong as you t r eat  t hem r i i i t  "and 

l et  t he i  do what  t hey r ant  t hey won*t  bot her  anyone el s e. I  f i  -

u ed t hat  somet hi ng had to be done about  i t  so 1 cal l ed t hose boys 

t oget her  and t ol d t hem t hat  I  woul d buy about  ¿50 wor t h of  t oo l s , 

i  sai d t hat  i ns t ead of  t hei r  goi ng ar ound r ai s i ng hel l  i n t he camp 

1 was goi ng t o put  t hem t o wor k maki ng f ur n i t ur e, - o I  bought  a 

l ot  of  t ool s wi t h ray own money and 1 t o l d t he boys t o go out  and 

get  l umber  and 1 di dn ' t  car e wher e t hey got  i t  as l ong as t hey 

di dnT t  get  caught . By u0'd, t hose f el l ows br ought  i n mor e l umber  

t han anybody el se ever  had. - >nd' we-  had l umber  al l  over  t he ol ace. 

'i 'hey br ought  i t  i n by t he t r uck- l oads . I  got  t hem s t ar t ed maki ng 

get  as and t hose guys woul d s i t  ar ound al l  day i n f r ont  of  my 

house maki ng t hose t hi ngs . That 's wher e I  got  t he l umber  t o make 

t hi s desk . I t ' s t he f i r s t  c ar pent er 's j ob i  ever  di d, not  bad, 

eh? ( I t  was a ver y neat  l i t t l e desk f or  one t hat  was made by an 

amat eur  car pent er . m f ac t , i t  l ooked l i k e i t  r oul d go ver y 

ni cel y mt h t he r est  of  t he f ur ni t ur e i n t he l i v i ng r oom. J i m was 

qu. t e pr oud of  i t . ]  ..hose boys never  got  i nt o any more t r oubl e. 

Pr et t y soon t hey wer e maki ng so much f ur ni t ur e t hat  i t  cost  t oo 

much to get  t he nai l s and scr ews and what not s . I  put  up a can and 

t ol d t  os.e f el l ows t o put  i n a ni c k el  ever y t i me so t hat  we coul d 

buy mor e mat er i al  f or  maki ng f ur ni t ur e. I t  was n't  any t i me bef or e 

we had - 250. I  was sur pr i sed. Some of  t hose f el l ows ar e out  her e 

now. Take Br onco f or  exampl e, he ' s a r i ot  i f  you .enow hi m. But  

i f  you get  hi m mad he's l i k el y t o k i l l  somebody. You know t hat  
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f el l ow Tar zan, who was up at  Tul e Lake. He was sent  up t her e 

af t er  :.ie got  i nt o t r oubl e down at  Cant  a ~ni t a. You knov. what  t hat  

guy di d? Down at  ¿ant a Ani t a he t ook a 1 k i n -  t o a cer t ai n ni s ei  

g i r l . he di dn't  knoS anyt hi ng about  i t  but  he j ust  deci ded t hat  

he l i ked Ter . One t i me one of  t he mai nl and boys t ook her  t o a 

dance. The next  day Tar zan caught  t hi s f el l ow somewher e i n t he 

can and pounded t he hel l  out  of  hi m. Tar zan's a :r eat  bi  guy 

and St r ang as a hor se, - nd t hi s ot her  f el l ow as about  hal f  hi s 

s i ze. Tar zan j ust  kept  knocki ng t hi s guy down and when we came 

ar ound he was j um i ng on hi s st omach. .- e'd hear d t hat  t her e was 

a r i ot  or  somet hi ng and we t hought  i t  was a gang f i ght . L i t  i t  

was Tar zan beat i ng t he hel l  out  of  t hi s guy. I f  we hadn't  t ur ned 

up Tar zan woul d have k i l l ed t hat  boy. He gr abbed hi m and s ai d, 

'vhat t a hel l  ar e you doi ng? Y ou' r e onna k i l l  t hat  k i d . ' Tar zan 

j ust  l ooked sur pr i sed and says , 'Huh, .what  di d I  do? ' He's as 

dumb as t hat . Hut  a l ot  of  t hose Hawai i an boys ar e l i ke t  u t . 

You t r eat  t hem r i ght  and t hey ' l l  shar e anyt hi ng i t h you. But  i f  

you get  t hen mad t hey j ust  as soon k i l l  somebody. 
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J ames T . Mat sumot o 

I  went  t o J i m's pl ace agai n t o get  a hai r c ut . I t  was about  

el even i n t he mor ni ng when I  cal l ed hi m by phone t o see i f  he 

wer e i n, and appar ent l y got  hi m out  o f  bed. He was gl ad enough 

to gi ve me a hai r c ut , and sai d he was t hi nk i ng of  get t i ng tip 

anyway at  t he t i me I  c al l ed. The r es t  of  t he f ami l y must  have 

been s t i l l  l oungi ng i n bed when I  ar r i ved, f or  I  coul d hear  

vo i ces i n t he bedr oom, but  t hey d i dn ' t  appear . I  s t ar t ed t he 

conver sat i on wi t h J i m by ask i ng hi m about  h i s new wor k at  

t he Lakes i de P r ess . 

" I t ' s al l  r i ght . L as t  week I  made about  | 38. 00 wor ki ng 

down at  t he pl ant  7<V an* hour  f or  6 days, ei ght  hour s a 

day) and I  made about  #7. 50 on t he s i de cut t i ng hai r . Sur e, 

I 'm doi ng a l ot  bet t er  t han I  was down at  Mi c hael ' s p l ac e. 

Ri ght  now t hey 'r e payi ng me 84  ̂ an hour  wor k i ng ei ght  ho ûr s 

a day f or  s i x days i n t he week. The ot her  day I  made $4. 00 

wor ki ng over t i me, and I  get  a l i t t l e over t i me ever y now and 

t hen so i t ' s al l  r i ght . Thi s week I ' v e al r eady had qui t e a 

f ew hai r c ut s i n, and I  ought  t o make about  $10 by t he end of  

t he week. I  wor k f r om f our  i n t he af t er noon unt i l  t wel ve at  

ni ght , wi t h ha l f  an hour  o f f  f or  l unc h. I t ' s ar ound one 

O'c l oc k i n t he mor ni ng by t he t i me I  get  back , and by t he t i me 

I  f ool  ar ound a b i t  i t ' s two or  t hr ee i n t he mor ni ng. Those 

ar e t he pr ec i ous mi nut es ,Dei or e you go t o bed. But  t he wor k 

i s n ' t  bad. " 

" I  have t o do al l  k i nds of  j obs . One of  t he men down t her e 

was t el l i ng me t her e ar e 140 di f f er ent  j obs i n t he pl ant , and 

t hey keep movi ng you ar ound qui t e a b i t . Some o f  t he wor k i s 

pr et t y heavy and har d, l i k e t he j ob I ' v e got  now. I 'm t i ei ng 
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magazi nes t oget her  i n bundl es as t hey come out  of  t he machi ne. 

*ou t ake about  250 of  t hose magazi nes and t hey wei ght  al o t . 

I  have t o t i e t hem t oget her , and p i l e t hem up, but  t hat ' s a 

pr et t y t ough j ob. The f i r s t  day I  di d t he wor k, my f i nger s 

got  so s t i f f  t hat  t he next  mor ni ng I  c oul dn't  even open t hem. 

I  t hought  i t  mi ght  af f ec t  my bar ber i ng, but  I  f i nd t hat  i t  

does n't  bot her  me when I  bar ber , I  coul d have got  out  of  

t hat  j ob, but  I  d i dn ' t  cat ch on t o my f or eman when he was 

s i gnal l i ng to me. I  was wor k i ng i n t he mai l i ng depar t ment  

r out i ng adver t i sement  mai l  i nt o di f f er ent  bags . The gi r l s 

put  t he ads i nt o envel opes , addr ess t hem, and t hen I ' d t ake 

t he bunch and r out  t hem i nt o di f f er ent  bags . I t  was a r eal l y 

sof t  j ob, and I  t hought  i t  was s wel l . I  di d t hat  f or  sever al  

days , when one day a f l oor man (f or emen ar e cal l ed f l oor men 

t her e) f r om anot her  depar t ment  came al ong and t ook a l ook at  

me. He says t o me, "You l ook l i k e a pr et t y heal t hy f el l ow. 

I  need you i n my depar t ment , so come al o ng. " My own f l oor man 

was s i gnal l i ng t o me a l l  t he t i me, but  I  d i dn ' t  cat ch on to 

what  he meant . I  t hought  he was t el l i ng me t o go wi t h t hi s 

guy, so I  went  al ong wi t h hi m. That 's how I  got  i nt o t hi s 

bundl i ng j ob, and, man, i s i t  har d wor k. You have to keep 

up wi t h t he machi ne and keep pul l i ng on t hose r opes al l  day 

and t hat ' s har d wor k. I  went  back t o my f l oor man and I  asked 

hi m, "Why d i d n ' t  you t el l  me t hat  wor k was so har d. I  woul dn't  

have gone i f  you'd t ol d me." He says to me, "T hat ' s what  I  

was s i gnal l i ng t o you about ." He want ed t o t el l  me t o bungl e 

up my new j ob so t hat  t he f l oor man woul d t hi nk I  was no good 

and send me back wher e I  came f r om. The t vBUt vK  ̂ j ob r out i ng 

mai l  was j ust  down my al l ey , you know, because al l  you've got  
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t o f o i s know wher e t he mai l  i s supposed t o go, and t hen wor k 

f as t  get t i ng t hem i nt o t he l i ght  bags . But  t hat  sor t  of  t hi ng 

i s easy f or  me. That 's why my f l oor man was t r y i ng to t el l  me 

to get  k i cked out  of  t he ot her  j ob, but  I  d i dn ' t  cat ch o n . " 

"The j ob I ' v e got  t o do now, I  have t o t i e t hese bundl es 

wi t h al l  k i nds of  knot s . They showed me how, and I  caught  on 

r i ght  away. I  t r i ed t o keep up wi t h t he machi ne, and I  f ound 

out  t her e was not hi ng t o i t , but  when you keep at  i l al l  day, 

you br eak your  back . But  now my f l oor man t hi nks h e ' s got  a 

good man so he won't  l et  me go. Damn, I  was a sucker  not  

to t ake i t  eas y . " 

"They got  l o t s of  wor ker s down t her e. Most  of  t he f el -

l ows ar e get t i ng pai d 84  ̂ t o 90  ̂ an hour , and wi t h s i x days 

a week, t hat  adds up t o pr et t y good money. But  you know what  

t hey pay t he gi r l s ? They get  onl y 54  ̂ an hour , and t hose g i r l s 

wor k j ust  as har d as I  do. That 's a l l  t hey get . I  don't  see 

ver y many ni sei  g i r l s down t her e; I ' v e onl y seen about  one or  

two doi ng t ypi ng wor k. But  most  of  t he ni s ei  gi r l s won't  t ake 

j obs at  t hat  pay. They know t hey can get  bet t er  pay, and t hey 

demand mor e. You know what  I  f ound out . Most  of  t he gi r l s 

wor ki ng i n t he pl ant  wher e I  am haven't  had mor e t han gr ammar  

school  educat i on. Man, I  was s ur pr i s ed. The# way I  f ound out  

was t hat  one of  t he g i r l s says t o me, "Say , you speak pr et t y 

good E ng l i s h . " No. She says "youse" i ns t ead of  "y o u". That 's 
Thei r  

t he way she speaks . Sk s y t as /Sngl i s h i s t er r i b l e. Anyway, she 

d i dn ' t  t hi nk we knew t hat  much Engl i sh, and she was sur pr i sed, 

so she asked me whet her  I ' d gone t o school  i n t hi s count r y . 

I  t ol d her  I ' d f i ni s hed hi gh school , and went  a coupi e of  mont h 
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t o col l ege but  qui t  because I  f ound i t  t oo har d. I  t ol d her  

because t hat  was t r ue. Boy, she was sur pr i sed because she 

t ol d me she onl y went  t hr ough t he sevent h gr ade i n grammar  

school . How al l  t he gi r l s down t her e t hi nk I 'm a hi ghl y edu-

cat ed man, because t h i s g i r l  went  ar ound t el l i ng ever ybody 

I  went  t o co l l ege. By now, I  guess t hey f i gur e I  must  have 

gr aduat ed co l l ege�you know know kow t hose t hi ngs ar e. Any-

way, t hey t hi nk I 'm a hel l  o f  an educat ed guy. That 's a l augh. 

But  you know how t he fei sei  ar e; most  of  them have gone t hr ough 

hi gh school  anyway, and a l o t  of  them have f i ni shed c o l l ege. 

They'r e not  as uneducat ed as most  of  t he wor ker s down at  t he 

pl ant  wher e I  am, and t he gi r l s can hol d down a l ot  bet t er  

j ot s t han most  of  t he Caucasi an g i r l s . 

" I  get  al ong wi t h t hose g i r l s . They 'r e ni ce k i ds , al * 

t hough t hey haven't  had much educat i on. Some of  t hem ar e ni ce 

l ook i ng t oo. I  k i d ar ound wi t h t hem, and I  get  al ong wi t h them 

swel l . The gi r l s want ed t o l eanr  how t o say " I  l ove you" i n 

J apanese so I  t ol d t hem, "Wat akushi  wa anat a wo ai - shi t e i masuB. 

so t hey go ar ound sayi ng "Wat akushi , a n a t a . . . " One of  t hose 

peppy youj j g Po l i sh gi r l s asked me how t o say i t , and when I  

t ol d her , she sai d she was goi ng ar ound t o al l  t he J apanese 

boys and t el l  t hem t hat . She says t o me t hat  s he's goi ng t o 

mar r y a J apanese because she l i k es t hem. Thi s gi r l  i s ni ce 

l ook i ng t oo. Ther e ar e a l ot  o f  Po l i sh gi r l s down t her e�I  

di dn ' t  r eal i ze t her e wer e so many Pol es i n t hi s c i t y�and 

most  of  t hem ar e ver y ni ce l ook i ng. They' re ver y f r i endl y 

t oo. I  d i dn ' t  r eal i ze t hat . Oh, t her e ar e a l ot  of  Negr oes 

wor ki ng down t her e, t oo. They 'r e k i nd of  sl ow, and t hey 'r e 
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al ways l ook i ng f or  ways o f  get t i ng out  of  wor k ." 

"Most  o f  t he Negr oes ar e put  at  j obs wher e i t  does n't  

r equi r e t oo much s k i l l  or  t hought . I t ' s not  t hat  t he j obs 

r equi r e much o f  ei t her , but  t he Negr oes o f t en c an ' t  do t hem. 

L i ke t he j ob i n t he mai l  r out i ng depar t ment , t he Negr oes ar en' t  

put  on t hat  j ob because t hey get  a l l  mi xed up and do n ' t  get  

t he l et t er s i n t he r i ght  bags . Ther e's not hi ng t o i t , but  

t hey j ust  c an ' t  seem t o do i t  r i ght . Or  t he j ob I 'm doi ng 

now. None of  t he Negr oes wi l l  dto i t , because t hey know i t ' s 

a t ough j ob, and some o f  t hem c an ' t  t i e f ast  enough to keep 

up wi t h t he mac hi ne." 

"Qui t e a f ew ni sei  f el l ows ar e wor k i ng at  t he pl ant  

now. Most  of  t hem came i n s i nce I  s t ar t ed t her e. A l o t  of  

t hem came i n s i nce I  s t ar t ed. They 'r e doi ng wor k i n al l  k i nds 

of  depar t ment s al l  otfer  t he pl ace, and t hey 'r e get t i ng 84  ̂ an 

hour  wi t h over t i me j ust  l i ke I  am. I t ' s a pr et t y good pl ace 

t o wor k a t . " 

"You know, educat i on count s a l o t . I  d i dn ' t  r eal i ze i t  

when I  was goi ng t hr ough school - . I  never  r eal l y l i ked school  

t oo much, and I  t hought  most  o f  i t  was a l ot  of  wast ed t i me. 

But  when I  compar e mysel f  wi t h some of  t hese peopl e i n Chi cago 

who hav en't  had a chance t o go to hi gh school , boy, am I  gl ad 

I  went  t hcough hi gh school . You r eal i ze what  a di f f er enc e i t  

makes. My ki d br ot her - - he's her e i n C hi cago wor ki ng i n some 

p l ant �di dn ' t  f i n i s h hi gh school . He went  t o Los Angel es and 

s t ar t ed a r eal  est at e br oker age, and c l ear ed about  $5, 000 when 

t he war  br oke out . He hi r ed about  t en peopl e, and he was wor k-

i ng maki ng out  al l  t hose f or ms t hat  t he al i en pr oper t y owner s 

had t o make out . Some of  t hose guys wer e char gi ng $5 and up 
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whi ch was di r t y , but  my br ot her  char ged f r om §£ and up, depend-

i ng on t he k i nd of  ser v i ce t hat  was needed, and he made pl ent y . 

Anyway, t h i s k i d br ot her  of  mi ne f ound out  af t er  he got  i nt o 

bus i ness t hat  i t  made a di f f er enc e t hat  he d i dn ' t  go t hr ough 

hi gh school . He used t o t el l  me, "Gee, tsr icpr, I  wi sh I ' d f i n-

i shed hi gh s c hoo l ," so he dec i ded t o t ake cor r espondence cour ses , 

and t hat ' s how he f i ni s hed up. He ' s a smar t  f e l l o w. " 

"Bi ght  now, I f  I  can save up some money, t hat ' s t he i mpor t -

ant  t hi ng. I f  I  can save a l i t t l e so t hat  my wi f e and k i d 

can get  al ong, I  won't  wor r y so much even i f  t hey t ake me i n-

t o t he ar my. They 'r e t ak i ng ni s ei  i nt o al l  k i nds of  s er v i c es , 

you know, medi cal , map dr awi ng, and so on. I  want  t o f i nd out  

i f  t hey can use me as a bar ber  i f  I  get  i nt o t he ar my. They 

ought  t o be abl e t o use a f as t  bar ber . That 's what  I  t hought  

I ' d do when I  f r i ed t o get  t he j ob at  Bey no l d's , because t hey 

cut  a l o t  of  so l di er s over  t her e, and s i nce t hey char ge onl y 60  ̂

t o ser v i ce men, t hey don't  t ake as much t i me wi t h t hem. They 

want  a f as t  man, and t hat ' s down my al l ey . Onl y , t he maj or  

or  somebody whose t he head of  school  put  h i s f oot  down and I  

c oul dn' t  get  t he j o b . " 

"f o r  me, what  I  want  i s a home i n a smal l  t own, a ni ce 

l i t t l e pl ace, wi t h a j ob. I  do n' t  car e f or  t he bi g c i t y any-

mor e. Chi cago i s t oo bi g and di r t y ana cr owded. Man, you 

go up on 63r d St . about  t he t i me ever ybody qui t s wor k, and 

you get  shoved i nt o t he gut t er  t he s t r eet s ar e so cr owded. 

I  do n' t  car e f or  t hat . I  woul dn't  even car e t o go back t o 

Los Angel es . I  want  a smal l  t own to l i v e i n, That 's t he 

waj  I  f i gu r e. " 
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CH- 14 J ames T . Mi j r ar a 
(ps eud. ) 

The f o l l owi ng addi t i on t o t he Mi har a document  was r ecei ved 

whi l e I  was /vet t i ng a hai r cut  f r om hi m t hi s mor ni n/ . 

'Have you hea- d anyt hi ng mor e about  your  dr af t  s t at us? Thi s 

uncer t ai nt y get s me. I  j ust  as soon go i n now and get  i t  over  

wi t h. You know, t hey 1r e t ak i ng al l  k i nds of  peopl e. One 50 year  

ol d f el l ow I  know got  hi s pr e- i nduct i on phys i cal  and t hen t he 

Army gave hi m h i s uni f or m but  t ol d hi m t o go back t o hi s j ob and 

be r eady t o r epor t  at  any t i me. I s n ' t  t hat  a hel l uva t hi ng? 

That  f el l ow got  so di s gus t ed, he went  back t o camp. Hi s name i s 

Takamot o or  somet hi ng l i k e t hat , /mot her  25 year  ol d ki d who 

comes t o get  a hai r cut  f r om me had hi s phys i cal  al r eady and ex-

pect s t o be cal l ed at  any t i me. I  hear  t hey 'r e t ak i ng t he 

o l der  f el l ows r i ght  al ong. I 'm 1- a now and I  suppose I ' l l  get  

i nduct ed t oo. I  had my phys i cal  and was passed al l  r i ght . I  

don't  know what  i t ' s a l l  about . 

" I ' l l  t e l l  you, t hi s war  i s goi ng t o l as t  a l ong t i me. 

J apan i s n ' t  goi ng t o be def eat ed eas i l y and t he Ger man war  i s n ' t  

goi ng t o be any easy one ei t her . Thi s uncer t ai n sur e get s me. 

I t ' s a f unny t hi ng, but  I  c an't  t ake i t  any mor e. B f or e evacu-

at i on I  was a sel f - conf i dent  man, but  now I 'm af r ai d t o do any-

t hi ng . I  used t o be cocky and I  woul dn*t  t ake anyt hi ng f r om 

anybody. But  now, I 'm scar ed t o say anyt hi ng t o anybody. You 

t he evacuat i on gave a l ot  of  n i s ei  i n f er i o r i t y compl ex. I 'm not  

sur e of  mysel f  t he way I  used t o be. i i nd I 'm af r ai d t o speak: up 

and t ake chances, 

"The t r oubl e i s , t he J apanese have i aken a hel l uva b at i ng. 

e*r e a down t r odden peopl e. I  l os t  a l ot  of  money when evaoua-
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t i on came. My bar ber  bus i ness was j us t  get t i ng st ar t ed and i t  

was go i ng good. Me and an i s s ei  par t ner  opened up a shop i n Los 

Angel es and bet ween us , we put  up $1500 t o get  "the shop s t ar t ed. 

I  v/as maki ng ¿ 50 a week bef or e evacuat i on and i f  we hadn't  been 

k i cked out  of  Los Angel es , I ' d be maki ng p i l es of  money r i ght  

now. Man, i t  t ook seven year s t o bui l d up t hat  t r ade. You know, 

t hat ' s t he way t he bar ber  bus i ness i s . I t  t akes a l ong t i me t o 

bui l d up your  t r ade. *nd I  was j us t  get t i ng t o t he poi nt  wher e 

I  ccul d cash i n on my cust omer s . Af t er  t he war  br oke out , our  

bus i ness was bet t er  t han ever . I  used t o have a l ot  of  wor ker s 

f r om def ense f ac t o r i es comi ng i nt o my shop. On pay day t hey used 

t o cr owd our  shop somet hi ng t er r i f i c . Of  cour se, af t er  t he war  

br oke out  a l ot  of  t hose hakuj i n f el l ows qui t  comi ng t o my 

pl ac e. But  some of  t hem di dn ' t  seem t o mi nd i t  at  a l l . They 

sai d i t  was n' t  my f aul t  t hat  t he war  s t ar t ed and t hey d i dn ' t  have 

any ant agoni sm t owar d me at  a l l . Of  cour se, t hey sai d t hat  t hey 

had t o be car ef ul  because some of  t he ot her  wor ker s obj ec t ed t o 

t hei r  pat r oni z i ng a J apanese shop. But  I  was havi ng a good 

bus i ness t hen. 

"When evacuat i on came, we had t o s el l  t he pl ac e. j ew 

named Fr eeman o f f er ed us .;;50 f or  t he p l ac e. Can you i magi ne 

t hat ? We pai d ¡¿1500 t o s t ar t  t he shop and t hi s guy o f f er s us 

v 50. Boy, t hat  made me mad. I  t el l  you, a l ot  of  J apanese got  

hooked by t hose J ews . I  al most  k i cked t hat  guy out  of  our  shop. 

I  f i na l l y sol d t he pl ace f or  (,200 t o a Scot chman. T hat ' s t he 

t r oubl e when y ou'r e s el l i ng a bus i ness l i k e t hat . You c an't  get  

anyt hi ng b-  ck f or  what  you put  i nt o i t . 
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"J us t  af t er  t he war  br oke out  I  bou> ht  $900 wor t h o f  f ur ni -

t ur e t o f i x up our  house. We had a new r ef r i ger at o r , ni ce 

davenpor t , new bedr oom s et . We had ever y t hi ng. I  got  i t  cheaj  

f r om a whol esal er  so i t  was good s t u f f . Man, we wer e happy. I  

was on t op o f  t he wor l d. My wi f e was pl eased as anyt hi ng t o hnve 

a l l  t hat  new f ur ni t ur e and a l l  our  f r i ends used t o come over  and 

admi r e what  we had. I 'm a soc i abl e guy and I  l i k e t o i nv i t e 

guest s over . And we used t o have f r i ends dr oppi ng i n at  our  

pl ace a l l  t he t i me. 'Then I  t r i ed t o sel l  t hat  f ur ni t ur e t hough, 

I  coul d onl y get  .,450 f or  i t . Gee, t hat  made me sad. I  had t o 

s el l  my c ar  t oo. I  j us t  got  i t  a l l  f i xed up and t hen I  had t o 

s el l  t he t hi ng and I  t ook a bi g l oss on t hat  t oo . I  d i dn ' t  mi nd 

l os i ng money on t he deal  so much but  t he t r oubl e was , t hat  I  

d i dn ' t  want  t o s el l  any of  i t  because we j ust  got  i t  and been so 

happy i n our  home. 

"What  a cont r ast  when we went  t o ânt a An i t a. They st uck us 

i n s t abl es and t her e was hor se manur e al l  over  t he pl ac e. I t  

st unk somet hi ng t er r i b l e. My wi f e was so di scour aged when she 

saw t he pl ace t hat  she and anot her  g i r l  sat  on t hei r  sui t  cases 

and c r i ed. Gee, I  want ed t o cr y t oo, but  I  f i gur ed t hat  someone 

hr d t o be manl y so I  'o l d t hem, 'Hey , t her e's no use c r y i ng, 

because you got  t o make t he best  o f  i t . ' We got  a l ot  of  l y s o l , 

swept  out  t he r oom c l ean and scr ubbed t he wal l s and f l oor s so 

t hat  t her e woul dn't  be any ger ms ar ound. I  d i dn ' t  want  t o have 

my l i t t l e g i r l  pl ay i ng ar ound t her e i n a cont ami nat ed pl ac e. 

" I f  I  get  dr af t ed, my wi f e i s goi ng t o s t ay r i ght  her e* wi t h 

my mot her - i n- l aw and her  s i s t er . I t ' l l  wor k out  a l l  r i ght  be-
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oause s he ' l l  get  #80 a mont h f r om me and my not her - i n- l aw says 

not  t o wor r y t oo because she can t ake car e of  t  >e expenses . ?ry 

s i s t er  i n Honol ul u wr ot e t o me and t ol d me not  t o wor r y about  i t  

because she woul d t ake car e of  my wi f e . That  s i s t er  of  mi ne has 

pl ent y of  money. Y o u 'v e hear d of  t he Pheasant on Hot el  i n Hono-

l ul u hav en't  you? I t ' s t he t hi r d bi gges t  hot el  i n Honol ul u. 

�That  she get s out  of  t hat  pl ace i s no chi cken f eed. Ri ght  now 

she i s wor t h hal f  a mi l l i on do l l ar s . She's busi es? t han ever  

s i nce t he war  began because Honol ul u i s cr owded wi t h war  wor ker s . 

She asked me to come back r i ght  af t er  t he war  began and I  t r i ed 

a l l  k i nds of  ways t o get  my f ami l y back t her e but  i t  was no go. 

You j us t  c an' t  get  a pass t o Hawai i  f r om t he r̂ my. Thi s s i s t er  

i s 52 year s o l d, I  don't  know why, but  s he' s al ?/ays l i k ed me 

best  of  a l l  t he k i ds . I t ' s f unny because I ' v e been t he bl ack 

: heep o f  t he f ami l y . 

"At  t he t i ne of  evacuat i on, she was ver y much wor r i ed about  

us and sent  me a check f o r  � 550. She sai d t o keep i t  and not  t o 

wor r y about  payi ng i t  back because we'd need a l l  of  i t  i n t he 

evacuat i on. At  Chr i st mas t i me she sent  me,my wi f e and l i t t l e 

g i r l  ¿¡¡50 api ece as a g i f t . And t hen when I  came out  t o Chi cago 

she sent  me anot her  1500 because she sai d I ' d need i t . r he ' s 

never  seen my wi f e except  f o r  a pi c t ur e o f  her  but  she r eal l y 

l i k es her . I t ' s a f unny t hi ng because she doesn't  get  a l o n so 

wel l  wi t h t he wi ves o f  my ot her  br ot her s . 

m h e n I  went  t o camp, I  had v 600 of  my own money pl us t he 

#350 t hat  ny s i s t er  sent  me. I  spent  i t  a l l  whi l e I  was i n camp. 

Of  cour se, now I  wi sh I ' d saved i t . But  when we wer e evacuat ed, 

I  was so di sgus t ed t hat  I  d i dn ' t  gi ve a damn about  anyt hi ng any 
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r aor e. We kept  buyi n ; t hi n :s a l l  t he t i me frora Sear s Roebuck. 

My wi f e and I  woul d go t hr ough t he cat al og and pi c k out  ever y-

t hi ng we want ed and send f or  i t . Our  nei ghbor s used t o say t hat  

we spent  a l ot  o f  money, but  af t er  evacuat i on not hi ng seemed t o 

mat t er  anymor e. We had t o enj oy our sel ves somehow and I  want ed 

t o get  ever yt hi ng t hat  money coul d buy. For  i ns t ance, we spent  

money get t i ng t ool s t o make f ur ni t ur e l i k e I  t ol d you bef or e. 

"' I 've made l o t s of  money i n my t i me and now I  wi sh I ' d 

s ved i t  a l l . The t r oubl e was , I  had a bad habi t  of  gambl i ng nd 

I  shot  t he whol e wor ks . I  s t ar t ed cut t i ng hai r  when I  was 12 

year s o l d. I 'm a nat ur al  bar ber . Y o u ' l l  not i ce t hat  a nat ur al  

bar ber  i s a l ot  bet t er  t han t hese guys who l ear ned t o cut  hai r  

i n bar ber  co l l eges . Ther e's somet hi ng di f f er ent  about  t he t ech-

ni que of  t he man who 's l ear ned i t  hi ms el f . My mot her  used t o 

out  hai r  f or  a l l  of  us k i ds but  she got  t oo busy br i ngi ng up 10 

k i ds . One day my k i d br ot her  got  bol d enough t o l et  me cut  hi s 

ha i r . So I  t ook out  t he c l i pper s and sc i s sor s and went  at  i t . 

That  eveni ng when my br ot her s came bac k , t hey s ai d, 'Key , J i m 

cut s hai r  al l  r i g h t . ' Att er  t hat , I  cut  hai r  f or  a l l  t he boys 

i n the f ami l y . My ol d l ady s ai d, 'Ter ada ga yet t e kur er u nar a 

sor e wa i i . ' She t hought  i t  was a good i dea, because she was t oo 

busy anyway. P r et t y soon t he nei ghbor  k i ds began coni ng ar ound 

f o r  hai r cut s f r om me and I  cut  t hei r  hai r  f or  5 cent s or  10 cent s . 

I  used t o make pocket  money t hat  way. 

'One day an i s sei  bar ber  who used t o l i v e near  our  p l ac e, 

f ound out  about  my hai r  cut t i ng and he t ol d me t o come af t er  

school  and make some pocket  money at  h i s pl ac e. I  got  onl y 15f* 

commi ssi on i n t hose days , but  I  got  my s t ar t  and pr et t y soon I  
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was maki ng as much as ¿15 a week. Man, I  was f l us hed. You know 

how k i ds ar e at  t hat  age when t hey 've got  money i n t hei r  pocket s . 

I  used t o f eel  l i k e a bi o shot . Vy not her  was happy t oo. Of  

cour se, you know t hat  b r ber s ar e cons i der ed a l ow c l ass peopl e 

among J apanese, but  my mot her  t o l d me, »Thi s i s Amer i ca and i f  

i t ' s somet hi ng you can do wel l , i t  does n' t  mat t er  even i f  you 

make i t  your  bus i nes s . ' My mot her  i s mor e advanced t han a l ot  

of  t hese i s s ei  women, 

"Af t er  gr aduat i ng hi gh school , I  dec i ded t hat  I ' d open my 

own bar ber shop. I  came over  t o t ho mai nl and and l ear ned beaut y 

cul t ur e t oo . v hen ray mot her  di ed, she l ef t  each of  us 10 k i ds 

.,2000 api ec e. - e never  had t oo much money and I  don't  know how 

she di d i t  but  she scr aped i t  t oget her  somehow. My bi g brother -

was pr et t y wel l  o f f  by t hen and he gave me some money t oo t o hel p 

open t he shop. I  put  up #3500 and got  a l ot  of  ni ce new equi p-

ment . Boy, i t  was a neat  l i t t l e shop. - ve hi r ed 5 gi r l s t o hel p 

i n t he beaut y shop and I  was maki ng 5300 a mont h. I  was onl y 21 

t hen. 

"Then I  s t ar t ed gambl i ng." Ther  ̂ was a t ai l o r  shop next  door  

t o my pl ace and a l ot  of  i s s ei  and ot her  guys used t o get  t oge-

t her  and gambl e a l l  day . I  s t ar t ed dr oppi ng i n t her e now and 

t hen t o pl ay some hana and ot her  car d games. Pr et t y soon t hey 

got  t o c al l i ng me whenever  t her e was a game goi ng on. They 'd come 

over  and s ay , 'Hey , t her e's a good game, come on o v er . ' I ' d go 

over  ever y t i me and spend my hour s gambl i ng. I  used t o pl ay smal l  

f or  a whi l e, but  .hen I  got  t o wi nni ng I  became bo l der . We used 

t o pl ay Hi gh Low wi t h t he hana car ds . The ant e woul d s t ar t  out  

at  25 c ent s . Maybe I  woul d l ose $5. Then I ' d suggest  t hat  we 
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pl ay f o r  , 1. 00 and pr et t y soon i t  was $5. 00. I  was or aBy. Fhen 

I  s t ar t ed l os i ng I  d i dn ' t  i ve a damn about  my cust omer s anymor e. 

They 'd be wai t i ng at  t he shop but  I ' d c l ose up shop on t hem. 

I magi ne, gambl i ng dur i ng fel l  t he day l i ght  hour s . One day I  l os t  

750. I ' d been l o s i ng pr et t y bi g t hat  day and f i nal l y when I  

d i dn ' t  have any mor e money, I  got  desper at e and put  up my shop 

as secur i t y . I  dec i ded t o pl ay a l l  or  not hi ng and I  l o s t . Af t er  

t hat  I  was compl et el y br oke. I magi ne t hat , ¿5500 gone j ust  l i fce 

t hat ! I  was a sucker  t o get  dr awn i nt o t hose games. Now t hat  I  

t hi nk of  i t , t hose i s s ei  guys wer e c r ooks . They used t o st ock 

t he car ds on me but  I  was t oo young t o know t he di f f er enc e. 

"Do you r emember  a f®i±3ax pr i ze f i ght er  named Sat o? He was 

an ol d f r i end of  mi ne and he t ur ned up j ust  at  t hat  t i me. I l e'd 

been t our i ng J apan wi t h anot her  guy and he made pl ent y of  dough 

on t hat  t r i p . I  r an i nt o hi m one day and he says t o me, 'Key 

J i m, what 's t hi s I  hear  about  you l os i ng ever yt hi ng i n a game?' 

I  t ol d hi m al l  about  i t  and t hen what  do you suppose he does? 

He pul l s out  a ,500 b i l l  and hands i t  t o me. I  sai d I  c oul dn't  

t ake i t . I  d i dn ' t  know when I  coul d pay hi m back . But  t hi s Sat o 

s ai d, 'For get  i t . ' He was f l ushed anyway and he want ed t o hel p 

me out . Some f r i end, huh? I  pai d of f  a l l  my debt s wi t h t hat  

money. 

"About  t hat  t i  ;e I  got  i nt o anot her  game and t hi s was a bi g 

one. "e wer e pl ay i ng cr aps and I  made Cl °00 i n one ni  ht . That  

t i me I  had 15 passes . Man, I  was hot . I ' v e never  had l uck l i k e 

t hat  s i nce but  I  was c l eani ng up on ever ybody t hat  ni ght . I  pai d 

back Sat o wi t h some of  t hat  money. I  gave hi m an ext r a ; 200 as 

i nt er es t . ; at o sai d he d i dn ' t  have t o have t he money back and 
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woul dn'1 t ake i t  but  I  t ol d hi m about  t he cr ap game and of  

cour se he d i dn ' t  mi nd t ak i ng t he money back . I  h d t o pay o f f  

some ot her  debt s t oo f or  l o t i ons and a l ot  of  s t uf f  I  bought . 

Bes i des , I  went  out  and had a good t i me a coupl e of  ni ght s and 

bef or e I  knew i t  I  had onl y £150 l ef t  f r om what  I  had won at  

t h t  cr ap game. Gee, i t ' s amazi ng how money s l i ps by. My bi g 

br ot her  hear d about  my gambl i ng and he was l ad as any t hi ng. He 

t ol d me he never  want ed t o see me agai n and t ol d me to get  out  of  

t own. I  was mad. I  sai d I ' d go but  I  coul dn't  go wi t h onl y $150 

so J  t hou ht  I ' d wor k unt i l  I  had enough to f t  t o t he mai nl and. 

"He sai d he'd gi ve me £500 t o get  on my v ay but  I  woul dn't  

t ouch i t . I  went  t o wor k di ggi ng di t c hes . I magi ne t hat , t her e 

I  dr op f r om bar ber  bus i ness t o x2 di ggi ng di t c hes . My br ot her  

was commi ssi oner  of  publ i c wor ks i n t he c i t y so he got  t he j ob 

f or  me. You coul d make good money di ggi ng di t ches t hose days and 

pr et t y soon he pr omot ed me t o as s i s t ant  f or eman. But  I  us d t o 

be ashamed wor ki ng at  t hat  j ob. My f r i ends woul d come wal k i ng 

by and when t hey saw me t hey 'd say i n a sur pr i sed t one, 'Hey J i m, 

s i nce when di d you s t ar t  wor ki ng her e? ' I  used t o wear  one of  

t hose br oad br i mmed Hawai i an h t s so t hat  peopl e woul dn't  r ecog-

ni ze me, but  you know how i t  i s i n a smal l  t own. Ever ybody knows 

ever ybody el se and pr et t y soon al l  my f r i ends knew what  I  was 

do i ng. My bi g s i s t er  came by one day and was she mad. 

r lBut  I  l ear ned my l esson about  gambl i ng. No, I  d i dn ' t  qui t . 

But  I  l ear ned never  to pl ay wi t h cr ooks anymor e. I ' l l  t e l l  you 

why peopl e gambl e, I  mean i n t he bi g money game, 'i he r eason f or  

i t  i s gr eed. You want  t o make bi g money qui ck and hen you get  

i nt o i t , you j ust  c an' t  qui t . Gr eed i s t he r eal  r eason why peopl e 
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gambl e. 

"Now I  pl ay t he hor ses . You never  l ose much t hat  way. One 

t hi ng about  t he hor ses , t he t hi ng i s squar e and t hey pay up i f  

f cxsqc you wi n. P l ay i ng car ds wi t h ot her  fe guys somet i mes you 

co l l ec t  a l o t  of  I . O. U . * s but  never  get  pai d up. ¿ 11 l as t  sun-

ni er , I  used t o go t o t he r ace t r acks now and t hen end I  br i ng 

onl y ¿20 or  ,,30. I f  I  l o s t , t hat  woul d be a l l  I  coul d l os e. I  

l ear ned never  t o br i ng more t han t hat  because i f  I  car r i ed a l ot  

of  money, I  was t empt ed t o use i t  on t h-  hor ses . 

"Not  l ong af t er  I  ar r i ved her e i n 0hi caf ?of  I  went  to t he 
r acet r acks . 

I  had at>out  v 600, a l l  t he money I  had i n t he wor l d, 

r i ght  i n my pocket  when I  went  t her e. I  d i dn ' t  i nt end t o use 

up t hat  money, but  bef or e I  knew i t , I  r an a baa s t r eak of  l uck , 

and I  was .,300 i n t he ho l e. 21 an, I  was scar ed s t i f f . I  coul d 

f eel  col d sweat  runni ng- , and my f ace was whi t e as a sheet . I f  

my wi f e had been wi t h me, I  woul dn't  have pl aced mjr  money t hat  

way. I  d i dn ' t  know what  t o do, out  I  dec i ded t o pl ay a l one-

shot  i n t he hope o f  r ecover i ng my l os s es . I  t ook a chance and 

bet  ¿50, and l uc k i l j  I  h i t  i t  on t he nose. r y t he t i me I  came 

home, I  was t hi r t y do l l ar s ahead. Vhat  a r e l i e f , I  never  i?o 

t o t he t r acks any mor e wi t h a l o t  of  monej  i n my poc k et ." 
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«K.Ci , ..IPL- ilCAhA 

I ' l ef t  

"Got  your  1- A c l as s i f i c a t i o n yet ? You r ot  i t . �. y e a h ? I  
got  mi ne t oo. , e ' l l  a l l  be i n t he ar my pr et t y soon. I t ' s a" 
h e l l  of  a t hi n<?f  huh. L o t ' s of  my f r i ends pot  t hei r  1- A al -
r eady . aybe I  wo n' t  pass t he phy s i c al ; I 'm pr et t y so f t  no- v. 
I  don t  know what  t he ar my want s a br oken down ol d hor se l i k e 
me f o r . S t i l l , 1 t r y t o k eep mysel f  i n c o ndi t i o n . i ou a now, 
i  used t o be a boxer , pr et t y good one t oo, and I  keep up on 
my c a l i s t hen i c s . .ver y day , I  shadow box a l i t t l e and oxer -
c i  z e . " 

" I  want  t o get  my bus i ness s t r ai ght ened out  so t hat  I  can 
go i nt o the ar my any t i me. I f  t hey t ake me, I 'm go i ng t o send 
my wi f e back t o camp. No use her  bei ng out  her e; she c an ' t  sup-
por t  her s e l f  and t he baby . I f  I ' d known t he ar my was poi ng t o 
c r af t  us , h e l l , I  never  woul d have l e f t  camp, t hat ' s t he use 
of  r el o c at i ng i f  you get  dr af t ed j us t  about  t he t i me you set t l e 
down. A l l  t he ot her  boys I  know f eel  t he same way ." 

" I  want  a l i t t l e mor e t i me bef or e I  pet  dr af t ed . I f  I  can 
save up some money bef or e I  go i nt o t he ar my, t hen I  wo n' t  f eel  
so b$a. I ' l l  have somet hi ng t o go on, eh. a i ght  now, I 'm not  
r eady to go i n . " 

"Ar my l i f e i s go i ng t o be one h e l l . I  t al k t o boys who w me 
utj  f r om Shel by , and even t he guys who vo l unt eer ed, t hey don' t  
l i i ce i t . I t ' s a her d l i f e . Boy, I  do n ' t  know i f  I  can t ake i t ; 
I  m not  as young as I  used t o be. f hey gi ve j ou ac t ual  combat  
s i t uat i o ns and shoot  bu l l et s over  your  heaa. One s o l di er  was 
t el l i ne me t hat  pr ac t i c e go i ng t hr ough ber bea wi r e f enc es , and 
j ou got t a c r awl  c l os e t o t he gr ound because t hey got  machi ne 
puns shoot i ng j us t  t wo f eet  o f f  t he gr ound. One guj , was cr awl -
i ng t hr ough and he r ai sed t he bar bed wi r e wi t h h i s hands l i k e 
t h i s ( J ac k demonst r at es r as i i ng wi t h h i s hanus over  hfcs head) 
and a bu l l et  c l i pped h i s f i nger  o f f  j us t  l i k e t hat . He f o r go t , 
s ee. anot her  guy f or got  and r ai s ed h i s t ody a l i t t l e b i t , and 
he got  a bul l et  t hr ough h i s s houl der . Damn near  t or e t he t hi r r  
o f f , and he al most  d i ed . I  do n ' t  l i k e t hat  k i nd o f  bus i nes s . " 

"t f hat  you «.oi ng to do i f  you pet  dr af t ed? You go i ng to 
Shel by or  savage? Maybe l avage Vvould be bet t er  f or  a f el l ow 
l i k e you. Those Hawai i an boys down at  Shel by ar e pl ent y t our f c. 
1 know because 1 gr ew up wi t h t ht w, and 1 see t hem when t hej , 
come out  on f ur l ough now. Cuss man, t hose r uys cuss ever y 
ot her  wor d. ,nd t hey ' r e al ways l ook i ng f or  a f i gh t . I  do n ' t  
t hi nk ¿r ou'd get  al ong wi t h t hat  bunch; j o u ' r e d i f f er en t  f r om 
t hei r  t ype. Cour se, y o u 'xe not  f r es h, so I  guess t he  ̂ woul dn' t  
p i c  ̂ a f i ght  wi t h j fOu. But  j our  t ype i s mor e t he s c ho l ar , and 
j o u 'd do bet t er  at  Savage ma b̂e. " 

' I  hear d a s t or y f r om one of  t he boys who came out  o f  Gi l a.. 
One of  t he boys who was f i ght i ng i n t he Sout h P ac i f i c wbs cap-
t ur ed by t he J apanese ar my. hen he t ur ned up ag î n i n .us t i a l i a , 
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af t er  t hey i  el  eased hi m, he a i dn ' t  have no t ongue � t hey cut  i t  
out . he was pl ent y messed t ip. f hi s boys i s supposed uo be & ck 
i n Gi l a now, and t hat 's why t he st or y pot  ar oi md. i  don't  know 
i f  i t ' s t r ue; you c an' t  bel i eve ever yf chin? r ecol e t  ¡Ik. about  
i n t he ©ent er s . But  i  don' t  t hi nk i t  woul d bo heal t hs? t o be 
capt ur ed out  i n t he P ac i f i c . I n a way, you c an ' t  bl ame them 
for  f eel i ng mad vhen they see soi i ietouy of  t hei r  own ki nd f i ght -
i ng on the ot her  ai de«" 

housi  tip 

" I ' v e t een l ook i ng - round f ox a new apar t ment , but  i t ' s 
pr et t y damn har d to-  f i nd. YQM po up and down t he s t r eet s , and 
t hen go up t o an apar t ment  «wi l di ng wher e t hey Rot  a s i gn out , 
and t hey s l am the door  i n your  f ac e. Or  t hey t el l  you t he 
apar t ment s f i l l ed , and you know damn wel l  i t s a l i e because t he 
s i gns s t i l l  out  t he next  day when you came ar ound, I 'm r et -
t i ng so I  oon' t  l i k e to ask about  apar t ment s. Maybe t hose 
at r oc i t y 's t o r i es had somet hi ng to do wi t h i t . " 

" I  got  t o get  a new pl ace. Our  l andl ady r ai sed t he r ent  
onai  us two dol l ar s a weefc. I  t ol a her  she c oul dn't  do t hat  be-
cause i t ' s agai ns t  Oi A r egul at i ons , ana I  r ef used to pay. She 
says t he r ent  was l ower  t han t he O Â c ei l i ng t o begi n wi t h. o 
1 went  do m to the GJ?A to ask t hem about  i t , and t hey sai d she 
c oul dn't  ao t hat  to us , and pr omi sed t o send somebody out  to 
check on i t , I  went  down a coupl e o f  t i mes, out  t hey haven't  
sent  anybody out  yet , so I ' v e gi ven up. Thi s l andl ady i s an 
I t al i an, name's Scar  l a . She's J ust  l i ke a can faster  t he way 
she ac t s . I 'he f i r s t  t i me she came up t o r ai se t he r ent , I  r e-
f used t o pay, and she t ol a us to pet  out . I  woul dn't  do ei t her , 
"hen one Sunday when we'r e at  home, she came up wi t h ei ght  
t i g I t al i ans- - j ust  l i ke paoust er s . I  had to pay up. c r l a ' s 
a f amous gangs t er 's name ;,ou know." 

"Ther e ar e t went y- seven J apanese l i v i ng i n our  L Ui i di ng. 
f hi s Bear  l a does n't  own t he oui l di ng; s he's ûnt  t he manager  
f or  a J ewi sh f el l ow who owns t he pl ace. Af t er  she r ai sed t he 
r ent  on us , I  not i ced t hat  she d i dn ' t  i nc l ude t he ext r a two 
do l l ar s on t he r ecei pt  so I  gr i ped t o her  about  i t . She sai d 
i t  /oul dn't  mat t er  oeoause i t  was under st ood anyway, nowadays, 
t hough, I  not i ce ar.e put s down t he ext r a nol l ar s on t he r ent . 
I  don't  know what  happened. ( I  suggest ed t hat  t hi s woman might  
be hi - J ack i ng par t  of  t he r ent  wi t hout  t he knowl edge of  t he 
owner .) You know what  she di d? She hasn't  been pr ovi di ng t he 
t o i l et  paper , so my wi f e get s her  own. 3ut  the ot her  day, t hi s 
Scar l a went  ar ouna demandi ng 10  ̂ f r om ever y t enant  f or  t o i l et  
paper . She sai d t he r ent  does n't  i nc l ude t o i l et  paper , hhe 
a i dn ' t  come ar ound t o us because wfe pet  out  own t o i l et  p&per , 
but  my wi f e hear d about  i t  f r om one of  her  f r i ends i n t he ar ar t -
men t . She r ai sed t he r ent  on ever ybody i n the apar t ment  t oo, 
and her  pr oposi t i on i s t hat  i f  t hey won't  pay, t hey can get  
out . She's a Di t ch; a r eal  gangs t er ." 
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Apar t ment  «nt er pxi se 

" I pot a f r i end who i s t hi nk i ng o 1 s t ar t i ng an apar t ment . 
Xeah, a J apanese r uy . i i e's t een l ook i ng ar ound f or  some t i me 
now, t ut  he has n' t  dec i ded on anyt hi ng y et . I ' v e been hoi  pint? 
hi m l ook ar ound, and the ot her  day he saw a pl ace t hat  he t hought  
was pr et t y good. I 'hey t ol d hi mi t  woul d cost  < ¿ 0,000, arm he 
says , T h a t ' s cneap, ' so I  f i - uxe h e ' s got  a l ot  of  money. Any 
puy t hat  says < L09 000 i s cheap must  have a l o t  of  j ack st owed 
away. I  adv i sed hi m t o l oon f or  somet hi ng on t he Sout h Si de. 
The Uoxt h Si de i s no goog. Bes i des I  don' t  want  t o go v.ay out  
to t he I i or t h hi de; I t ' s t oo f ar  f r om my pl ace of  wor k her e. " 

" I ' m goi ng t o pet  an apar t ment  f r om hi m i f  he opens up. 
I  t ol d hi m he oupht  t o spend pl ent y of  money r et t i ng good f ur ni -
t ur e and maki ng t hi ngs l ook pood. He does n't  want  to get  any-
t hi ng dumpy, he want 's : pood pl ace. I f  he char ges f or t y- f i ve 
ox f i f t y a mont h soy f or  t hr ee r ooms, t hat 'd be pl ent y pood. 
Sou know, some o f  t hese l andl or ds demand a hel l  of  a pr i ce, arfi  
t hey do n' t  pi ve you anyt hi ng. But  t hi s guy coul d make Pl ent y 
of  douph i f  he j us t  char ged a r easonabl e amount , and bxoupi ;t  
i n a l l  J apanese. P hat 's what  h e ' s pl anni ng t o do . I ' l l  get  
t he best  apar t ment  i n t he bui l di ng because J- know t hi s guy . 
I  want  somet hi ng on t he f i r s t  f l oo r . I t ' s t oo much t r oubl e 
c l i mbi ng up t he s t a i r s . I ' l l  l et  you know i f  he opens up. 
i t ' d be a diaan pood set - up." 

xi i sei  ?l ai i i at  

"Say , have you hear d t hi s puy who l ays t he pi ano on t he 
r adi o ever y t f t exnoon about  f our  o ' c l o c k , xeah, h e ' s ; ni s ei  
k i d . I  d i dn ' t  know about  hi m, out  one day I  hear d t he announcer  
pi ve h i s name. He ' s damned gooa t oo. i ou oupht  to l i s t en to 
hi m; t he ooy 's a l l  r i ght . I  do n ' t  know whi ch s t at i on i :, i s , 
but  h e ' s on about  ever y af t er noon ox so. I  l i s t en to hi m al l  
t he t i me." 
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CH- 14 

J ames T . Mi har a 
(ps eud.) 

"Di d Char l i e t e l l  you whet her  or  not  he got  t he t wo dol l ar s 

I  sent  hi m? He got  i t ? Good. You know, I  compl et el y f or got  

about  i t  unt i l  j us t  t he ot her  day. He l ent  me t wo do l l ar s when I  

went  down t o t he t ax o f f i c e , and I  f ound out  I  had t o pay/j br o dol -

l ar s f or  my 1932 t ax. I  was wor ki ng as a chauf f eur  and but l er  t han 

and I  d i dn ' t  i ncl ude my boar d and r oom. They sai d I  had t o i nc l ude 

t hat  i n my t ax dec l ar at i on. I  was t hi nk i ng of  pay i ng hi m r i ght  

&ack and t hen I  got  my dr af t  not i c e. I  got  so exc i t ed about  t hat  

t hat  I  c l ean f or got  about  t he money he l ent  me. J us t  t he ot her  

day I  r emember ed i t , and l as t  Sunday I  went  down t o h i s pl ace wi t h 

Br onco t o r e p h i m . He was n't  i n t hough, and I  t hought  f or  a 

moment  I f d l eave i t  wi t h an ol d hakuj i n woman back of  Char l i e* s 

pl ace. But  Br onco t ol d me you c an't  t r us t  t hese hakuj i n dames; 

she mi ght  j us t  pocket  t he t wo do l l ar s and say not hi ng about  i t  

t o Char l i e. Then I ' d be out  bot h ways because I  c oul dn't  get  back 

t he t wo do l l ar s and I ' d s t i l l  owe Char l i e. That 's why I  sent  i t  

by mai l . " 

" I  c an' t  under st and t he dr af t  boar d. An ol d bag l i k e me i s 

no good t o t he Ar my any mor e, but  some of  t hese dr af t  boar ds have 

no cons i der at i on. These Cal i f o r ni a boar ds ar e damned di r t y , you 

know. I  was t al k i ng t o Mr . Boot h and he t ol d me t hat  or di nar i l y 

t hey woul dn't  t ake a guy my age, espec i al l y s i nce I ' v e got  a f a-

mi l y t o suppor t , but  he t ol d me t hat  some of  t hose boar ds i n Cal i -

f or ni a ar e j ust  out  t o get  t he J aps and t hat 's why I  don't  get  any 

cons i der at i on. That 's t r ue t hough. The I l l i no i s dr af t  boar ds 

ar en't  i nt er est ed i n guys over  t h i r t y . I  know one hakuj i n guy 

who 's a l i t t l e over  t h i r t y , has two k i ds , and he got  a dr af t  no-

t i c e so he went  t o t he i nduct i on s t at i on when he was cal l ed. He 

ni ne 
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was pl ent y wor r i ed. But  when he got  down t her e, t hey sai d t o hi m 

"what  ar e you doi ng her e" and sai d t hey di dn ' t  want  anybody hi s 

age, sai d i t  must  be a mi st ake, and sent  hi m home. He was pl ent y 

gl ad t o get  out  of  i t . The Cal i f o r ni a boar ds hhx ar e ei t her  out  

t o get  ever y n i s e i  i nt o t he ar my, or  t hey keep t hem on 4- C, al i en 

s t at us . They t al k about  democr acy i n t hi s count r y, but  I  c an' t  

bel i eve i t  when I  see some of  t hese t hi ngs . ( I  r emar ked t hat  I  

t hought  i t  was t oo bad because he was of  an age t hat  was l eas t  

us ef ul  t o t he ar my, and t he war  i n Eur ope at  l eas t  was l i k el y t o 

be over  soon.) 

"You bel i eve t hat  t he war ' s goi ng t o be over  soon? I  do n ' t . 

I  don' t  t hi nk t he Ger man's wi l l  be beat  bef or e s i x mont hs. I  t hi nk 

a l l  t h i s t al k about  t he war  endi ng bef or e t hen i s a l ot  o f  wi shf ml  

t hi nk i ng on t he par t  of  Amer i cans . I f  t he Uni t ed St at es di dn ' t  

say uncondi t i onal  sur r ender , t he s i t uat i on woul d be di f f er ent . I f  

t hey sai d a negot i at ed peace, t he Ger mans woul d cons i der  comi ng 

t o t er ms�t he same t hi ng woul d be t r ue of  J apan t oo�but  t hey ' r e 

not  goi ng t o gi ve i n when t hey t al k about  uncondi t i onal  sur r ender . 

Because of  t hat  k i nd of  t al k , t he Ger man gover nment  can t el l  i t s 

peopl e t hey 'r e goi ng t o be annhi l at ed. i f  t hey 'r e def eat ed, and 

t he Ger mans f i ght  a l l  t he har der  when t hei r  pushed back t o t hei r  

own wal l . The uncondi t i onal  sur r ender  i dea i s j us t  ammuni t i on f or  

t he ot her  guy; t hey can use i t  t o make t hei r  peopl e f i ght . I  t el l  

you, i t ' s goi ng t o be a l ong t i me bef or e t he war ' s over  unl ess 

t hey change t hei r  t une about  peace t er ms. (Mi har a r eads t he Tr i bune 

whi ch may i nf l uence hi s t hi nk i ng.) 

"Russ i a i s goi ng t o be t he danger ous count r y f r om now on. 

Funny t hi ng, t hey won't  even l et  t h i s count r y have an ai r  s t at i on 
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i n Si ber i a. Ther e*s a Russ i an guy who comes i nt o t he bar ber  shop, 

and he says t o me t he ot her  day, "Your  peopl e and mi ne, we ' l l  never  

gi ght  agai ns t  each ot her . We've got  an agr eement , you know." He 

says i t  t hat  way t o me. I  says , "What ? What  you t al k i ng about ?" 

because I  don' t  t r us t  any of  t hese hakuj i n guys . You c an't  t el l  

when you mi ght  get  I nt o t r oubl e shoot i ng your  mout h o f f , and I ' m 

mi ght y car ef ul  t hese days o f  what  I  say . He says t o me, "Y o u ' r e 

J apanese- Amer i can ar en ' t  you? You'r e peopl e and mi ne, we've got  

a pact  not  t o go t o war  agai ns t  each ot her . We'r e never  goi ng t o 

have any t r oubl e bet ween us . Russ i a i s f o r  J apan." I  says , " I  

don't  know anyt hi ng about  t hat  sor t  o f  t hi ng. I  was bor n her e i n 

Amer i ca, and I  don't  know anyt hi ng about  J apan." Thi s Russ i an guy 

j us t  says t o me, "Wel l , y o u ' l l  under st and some day ." He' s sur e a 

f unny guy. But  you c an' t  t e l l  what  t hese guys comi ng i nt o t he shop 

ar e, and so I  j us t  k i nd of  l et  t hem do a l l  t he t al k i ng. 

"Thi s bus i ness of  t he dS f̂ t  r eal l y get s me down. I ' m j ust  

get t i ng s t ar t ed i n t hi s bar ber  shop on t he Nor t h Si de, i t ' s at  

1116 N. Cl ar k S t . , and I ' m doi ng a n i c e bus i ness . A l l  I  ask i s 

j us t  s i x mont hs mor e, t hen I ' d be r eady t o go, but  t hi s way I  

have t o gi ve up t he t hi ng when I  was j us t  get t i ng s t ar t ed. I  f eel  

we'v e been k i cked ar ound enough, and i t ' s about  t i me t hey gave us 

a br eak . But , hel l , t he ket o want  us t o gi ve t hem ever yt hi ng, and 

t hey gi ve us not hi ng i n r et ur n. I f  t h i s count r y t r eat ed ever ybody 

on an equal  bas i s , I ' d say not hi ng about  i t . But  her e t hey don' t  

dr af t  t he whi t e guys over  t hi r t y , but  t hey pi ck up a guy l i k e me. 

I t  get s a guy down af t er  a wh i l e. You get  mad. St i l l , wi t h al l  

t he t hi ngs t hat  ar e wr ong, t hi s count r y i s s t i l l  t he best  pl ace t o 
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l i ve. I  woul dn't  t hi nk of  l i v i ng i n J apan, or  anywher e el se. I  

i nt end t o st ay i n t hi s count r y; maybe go back t o Hawai i . " 

(Not e: Ther e i s a f undament al  ambi gui t y i n J i m's r eact i on t o 

t he Uni t ed St at es . At  one and t he same t i me, he f eel s t hat  t he 

count r y i s undemocr at i c i n i t s t r eat ment  of  hi m on t he dr af t  ques-

t i on, and yet  he f eel s convi nced t hat  t hi s i s t he bes t  count r y 

i n t he wor l d. X wonder  t o what  ext ent  a newspaper  l i k e t he Tr i bune 

pr oduces a spl i t  i n t he t hi nk i ng of  n i s e i . To put  i t  anot her  way, 

I  wonder  i f  n i s ei  r eader s who ar e sympat het i c t o t he vi ews o f  t he 

Tr i bune don't  br i ng out  shar pl y t he bas i c cont r adi ct i on i n t he 

poi nt  of  vi ew o f  t he Tr i bune. J i m i s per haps somewhat  mor e pr o-
i so l at i oni s t  

J apan t han most  n i s e i , and t he Tr i bune/ f or ei gn po l i c y wi t h i t s 

at t ack upon Roos evel t 's co l l ec t i ve secur i t y i dea woul d appeal  t o 

J i m's def ence of  t he "J apanese and Ger man under dog" pos i t i ons . 

At  t he same t i me, t he pr o- Amer i cani sm of  t he Tr i bune gi ves J i m 

a def i n i t e f eel i ng t hat  Amer i ca i s t he best  count r y i n t he wor l d 

i n spi t e of  i t s i l l s . Thi s i s pur e specul at i on, but  t he t hought  

seems p l aus i bl e. ) 

"The WRA ought  t o do somet hi ng about  t he Near  Nor t h Si de. 

Too many guys have feeen get t i ng i nt o t r oubl e up t her e r ec ent l y . 

You hear d about  t he t wo guys who wer e put  i n j a i l  t he ot her  day . 

They wer e t ak i ng out  some whi t e g i r l s , and a coupl e o f  whi t e sai l o r s 

came al ong and says t o t hem, "What  t he hel l s t he i dea of  goi ng 

out  wi t h t hese yel l ow bel l i es whi l e we' r e f i ght i ng f or  t hi s count r y 

over  t her e. " One of  t he g i r l s got  mad and she pul l ed out  a k ni f e 

and st abbed one of  t he s ai l o r s . But  t he st or y of  who di d t he st ab-

bi ng d i dn ' t  come out , and t he n i s e i  k i ds got  pi cked up f o r  i t . 
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They 'r e hangi ng ar ound t he beer  t aver ns ar ound t her e t oo much, 

and get t i ng i nt o t r oubl e wi t h t he ser v i ce men up i n t hat  d i s t r i c t . 

One of  t hese days, somebody's r eal l y goi ng t o get  mi xed up i nsome 

bad s i t uat i on. The pl ace t hat 's r eal l y bad i s t hat  Pl ayt i me Taver n. 

Some J apanese guy put  up $5,000 i nt er es t  and went  i nt o par t ner shi p 

t her e. Ever  s i nce, t he n i s ei  have been cr owdi ng i n t her e and 

pl ay i ng ar ound wi t h t he hakuj i n g i r l s who hang ar ound t hat  t aver n. 

I  guess t he i dea was t o dr aw t he J apanese t r ade and t hat 's why 

t hi s guy bought  an i nt er es t , but  t her e ar e pl ent y of  sai l r os 

hangi ng ar ound t her e t oo and t her e's a f i ght  al most  ever y ot her  

ni ght  because t he sai l or s don't  l i k e t o see t he whi t e gi r l s goi ng 

ar ound wi t h t he n i s e i . You know, you get  dr unks and guys who ar e 

out  f or  a good t i me, and t her e's bound t o be some t r oubl e. The 

n i s ei  k i ds ought  t o know bet t er  t han t o hang ar ound t oo much wi t h 

t he haku4i n dames." 

"Tar zan got  pi cked up t he ot her  ni ght  and spend a ni ght  i n 

j a i l . He ' s been st eppi ng ar ound wi t h t he wi f e of  a mar i ne. I ' v e 

seen her  ar ound; s he's not  a bad l ook i ng gal . I  guess s he's one 

of  t hese dames who'd s l eep wi t h anybody. Anyway, Tar zan and she 

wer e up i n her  r oom, s l eepi ng wi t hout  anyt hi ng on because i t  was 

a &ot  ni ght  when t he cops came al ong and pi cked t hem up. I  guess 

somebody who kenw t hey wer e t her e squeal ed on t hem. Shey got  t aken 

t o j a i l , but  af t er  a whi l e t hey het  Tar zan o f f  wi t hout  any f i ne 

because he's onl y ni net een, but  t he woman had t o pay t went y- f i ve 

bucks because s he's ar ound t h i r t y . " 

"T ar zan 's got  no sense. You c an't  t r ust  hi m ei t her  because 

he goes ar ound s t eal i ng t hi ngs . He has n't  got  any mor e sense t han 

a k i d , and i gnor ant , oh, man, t hat  guys so dumb youd never  bel i eve 



Mi yamot o Not es 
Aug. 16, 1944 

- 6 

i t . The dr af t  boar ds been af t er  hi m, but  when he got  hi s 1- A car d 

and a no t i c e t o appear  f o r  a phys i c al , he sai d he d i dn ' t  under -

st and what  i t  was a l l  about  and he t or e t he t hi ng up and t hr ew i t  

away. They f i nal l y caught  up wi t h hi m, and t ol d hi m t he next  t i me 

he f a i l ed t o r epor t , he'd be sent  t o t he peni t ent i ar y . The po l i c e 

cour t  has a r ecor d on hi m t oo because of  some ot her  t r oubl e he 

got  i nt o£ and t hey t ol d hi m t he next  t i me he was pul l ed i n, t hey 'd 

send hi m t o t he peni t ent i ar y . He' s j us t  pl ai n i gnor ant . Tou have 

t o t r eat  hi m l i k e a k i d . Ever y once i n a whi l e he comes i n wi t h 

l i p s t i c k smear ed a l l  over  hi m. I  guess he goes out  wi t h hi s dame 

and k i s s es her  so har d t hat  he get s i t  a l l  over  h i s f ac e. And 

t hen he comes ar ound and want s t he ot her  guys t o admi r e hi m. Some 

guy '11 say t o hi m, "Hey , Tar aan, you've got  l i ps t i c k a l l  over  

your  f ac e . " He makes bel i eve he d i dn ' t  know about  i t , and t hen 

he t el l s a l l  about  how he k i s sed t he dame and a l l  t hat  bus i ness . 
* 

He shows o f f  l i ke a k i d . One t i me he t r i ed t o t e l l  me t hat  s t u f f , 

so I  t o l d hi m, "Cut  out  t hat  monkey t a l k . I t  makes me si ck and 

makes you l ook s i l l y . I  don't  want  t o hear  i t . " That 's t he way 

you have t o handl e hi m." 

" I  guess i nt er mar i i age i s goi ng t o sol ve al l  t h i s pr obl em 

of  di sc r i mi nat i on, but  t he guys up on t he Nor t h Si de ar e goi ng 

ar ound wi t h t hese cheap women t hat  won' t  do t hem any good." 

" gcr avs v̂i v B̂Ef el r avf e f̂ esr i sr ant v 

agEy "Br onco got  i n a scr ap over  at  t he Pl ayt i me t he ot her  n i ght . 

Ther e's a Manchu ar ound. He' s a pec ul i ar  guy; h e ' s Manchur i an 

but  he t al k s beaut i f ul  J apanese. Anyway, t hi s guy was s i t t i ng 

aroui i d t he bar  and he's al ways br aggi ng about  how he f i ght s . 

He was shoot i ng hi s mout h o f f  t hi s ni ght  about  "Or er a wa j udo no 



Mi yamot o Not es 
August  16, 1944 

- 7-

sandan dakar a Amer i ca- j  i n Ao kenka sur u ni wa t ot emo makenai ." 

( I ' m a t hi r d c l ass j udo man so I  woul dn't  poss i bl y be beat en f i ght i ng 

agai nst  anyone us i ng t he Amer i can s t y l e of  f i gh t i ng. ) He was bl ow-

i ng o f f  l i k e t hat , and t hen f or  some r eason he s t ar t ed pi ck i ng on 

Br onco. Br onco*s k i nd of  smal l , you know, and he does n' t  l ook 

l i ke a ver y t ough cust omer . But  Br onco 's an awf ul l y qui ck t emper ed 

guy and he won't  t ake an i nsul t  f r om anybody. So when t hi s guy 

br ags t o hi m, Br onco says , "Come on out s i de." I  guess t hi s guy 

t hought  t h i s was a c i nch, so he says , "Any t i me", and t hey went  

out s i de. Ri ght  away, t he Manchur i an dove f or  Br onco and t hr ew hi m 

t hr ee t i mes wi t h an "osei - nage"( Shoul der  t h i w ) . I  guess Br onco 

was pr et t y gr oggy and he was br ui sed and cut  al l  over . The f our t h 

t i me t hi s guy r ushed i n t hough, Br onco wat ched hi m and t hen l et  

hi m have i t  r i ght  on t he s i de of  t he head. The guy went  down, and 

when he came back, he l et  hi m have i t  agai n and knocked hi m down. 

Br onco was beat i ng t he hel l  ofl t  of  t hi s guy when t hey got  i nt o a 

c l i nch somehow, and t hen t hi s guy t akes a bi g bi t e out  of  Br onco 's 

ar m. I  guess t hat  r eal l y got  Br onco mad; and when he get s mad, 

he's a mean cust omer . Br onco j ust  l et  hi m have i t  wi t h al l  he had 

unt i l  somebody sai d t he cops wer e comi ng. Br onco 's br ot her - i n- l aw 

was wi t h hi m, he' s t he guy who t ol d me about  i t , and so he gr abbed 

Br onco and st ar t ed t o pul l  hi m away because he d i dn ' t  want  Br onk 

t o mi x wi t h t he cops. About  t he t i me t hey got  hal f  a bl ock «way 

t hough, Br onco got  away and he went  back and socked t he Manchur i an 

a coupl e of  more t i mes unt i l  some whi t e guys who'd been wat chi ng i t  

sai d t hat  was enough and st opped t he f i gh t . " 

"But  t he i s sei  f i ght  l i k e t hat  t hough, di r t y . St i l l  you can 

beat  a guy us i ng j udo any t i me i f  you know how t o handl e your  mi t f es. 
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I  know because I  f ought  wi t h an i s eei  once, and I  know t he guy 

r egr et s t o t hi s day t hat  he pi cked a f i ght  wi t h me. I t  happened 

t hi s way . My ol der  br ot her  was t he one who got  me i nt o t hi s f i gh t . 

He t ook a g i r l  out  t o a dance, I  was t her e t oo, and we wer e a l l  

dr essed up i n t uxedo and ever yt hi ng. My br ot her  was get t i ng some 

punch when Ot t o Yamaoka came al ong and hi t  hi m on t he back , so har d 

t hat  i t  knocked my br o t her 's f ace agai ns t  t he punch bowl  and he 

chi pped o f f  hal f  a t oot h i n f r ont . You know Ot t o , don' t  you. He 

used t o be a boi s t er ous guy i n t hose days , al t hough he' s changed a 

l ot  s i nce t hen; I  don't  know what  was wr ong wi t h hi m. My br ot her  
i 

t ur ned ar ound and says , "What 's t he i dea?" and Ot t o says, "Can ' t  

you t ake a j oke?" But  my br ot her  was sor e because Ot t o had knocked 

par t  o f  h i s t oot h o f f , and so Ot t o want ed t o f i ght  about  i t . Ot t o 

used t o go ar ound c l ai mi ng t hat  he was a j udo ni - dan (second gr ade) 

and he was i n t op condi t i on because he wei ghed ar ound 150 pounds 

t hen and was s t i l l  pl ay i ng f oo t bal l . % br ot her  wei ght ed onl y 

about 112 pounds, he ' s a smal l  f el l ow, so he c al l ed me over  and 

sai d, "Y ou've got  t o f i ght  hi m, J i m, because h e ' s t oo bi g f o r  me." 

I  wei ghed onl y 130 t hen, but  I  was doi ng qui t e a bi t  of  amat eur  

boxi ng t hen�used t o f i ght  as a f eat her wei ght �so I  was i n good 

condi t i on. I  says t o my br ot her , " I s i t  a cause wor t h f i ght i ng 

f o r ? " because I  was n' t  goi ng t o f i ght  unl ess t her e was a good 

r easons f or  i t . He t o l d me about  i t , so I  went  up t o Ot t o and t o l d 

hi m, "Come on, i f  you want  t o f i ght , put  up your  duk es ." Ot t o 

knew I  was a boxer , so he says, "You st ay out  o f  t h i s . Thi s i s 

bet ween me and your  br o t her ." I  s ai d, " I f  y ou'r e goi ng t o f i ght  

my br ot her , you got  t o f i ght  me." But  Ot t o woul dn't  f i ght . I n-
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st ead of  wai t i ng f or  hi m t o st ar t  anyt hi ng, I  gave hi m one because 

I  al ways f i gur e i t ' s bet t er  t o get  t he j ump on t he ot her  f el l ow 

t han t o wai t  unt i l  he st ar t s an$$hi ng. Ot t o went  down, but  he 

came back cr ouchi ng j udo s t y l e, ê t r i pped me by pi nni ng my l egs � 

you know how t he j udo guys do i t �and t hen he j umped on me. Those 

i s s ei  guys f i ght  di r t y , t hey won't  l et  you get  up. He k i cked me, 

and t hen j umped on me and t hen put  t he kubi - shi me (choke hol d) on 

me. He was t r y i ng t o knock me out  and, man, I  f el t  weak, but  I  

knew a l i t t l e about  j udo t oo so I  s l apped hi m under  t he ar m and 

el bow, l i k e t h i s , and when he l et  go, I  gave i t  t o hi m. He came 

back di v i ng f oot abal l  s t y l e, and t hi s t i me I  l et  hi m have i t . 

I  l ed wi t h my l ef t  and t hen when he put  tip h i s gaar d, 5 gave hi m 

my r i ght . You know, most  guys ar e suckeds f o r  a l ef t  j ab. You 

gi ve i t  t o t hem wi t h t he l ef t , l i k e t h i s , and when t hey put  up 

t hei r  guar d, you cr oss t hem wi t h a r i ght  hook , I t  never  f a i l s . 

Ot t o went  down, but  he kept  comi ng back. J eez , I  knocked hi m down 

hal f  a dowen t i mes, but , boy, he was a t ough f el l ow. I  f i nal l y 

got  hi m, but  i t  t ook pl ent y t o do i t . " 

"Hi s younger  br ot her ,Henr y , was t ougher  t han Ot t o . He 

wei ghed a hundr ed- s i xt y, and he was even mor e r ugged t han Ot t o . 

He want ed t o f i ght  me because I ' d pi cked on hi s br ot her . I  d i dn ' t  

want  t o f i ght , but  s i nce I  c oul dn' t  get  out  of  i t , we went  at  i t . 

I  socked hi m once over  t he eye wi t h ever yt hi ng I  had, and he d i dn ' t  

do any more t han bat  hi s eye. I  don' t  know how many t i mes I  hi t  

hi m, but  he woul dn't  go down. Chr i s t , t hat  guy j ust  kept  comi ng 

i n and I  coul dn't  l ay hi m out . I  got  scar ed when I  saw t hat , so 

I  r an out  of  t he gar age wher e we wer e f i ght i ng and cal l ed f or  my 
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pal s but  t hey wer en't  anywher e ar ound. Henr y was pr et t y bi g, but  

he was f as t  t oo, and I  was havi ng one hel l uva t i me t r y i ng t o get  

away f r om hi m. I  r an t owar d t he pool  hal l  wher e my f r i ends hung 

out  and kept  cal l i ng t o t hem. J ust  when I  t hought  I  was goi ng t o 

get  beat en t o a pul p, my pal s came al ong. I ' m ashamed t o say t hat  

we f i nal l y had t o gang up on hi m. I ' v e never  r un i nt o anybody 

as t ough as Henr y . He j us t  woul dn't  go down. One t hi ng about  

Henr y, t hough, he f ought  c l ean. When he knocked me down, he woul dn't  

j upp on me and k i ck me ar ound l i k e t he i s s ei  dfco, but  he j ust  st ood 

up t her e and keeps t el l i ng me, "Get  up and f i ght  l i k e a man." 

That  onl y scar ed me more because he woul dn't  scar e. Af t er  t hat , 

t hough, he and I  became t he best  of  f r i ends , espec i al l y because 

our  br ot her s d i dn ' t  appr ec i at e what  we di d f or  t hem." 

As I  was l eav i ng, J i m agai n ment i oned t he money he f d bor r owed 

f r om Char l i e. I  guess he r eal l y had a bad consci ence about  i t  

f or  when my br ot her - i n- l aw, Shi g, went  t her e t wo days ago, J i m 

t ol d hi m a l l  about  i t  appar ent l y wi t h t he i dea t hat  Shi g whoul d 

t el l  me so t hat  I  woul d t e l l  Char l i e. Pay i ng debt s i s appar ent l y 

a mat t er  of  honor  wi t h J i m. 
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HEARI NG OF J ACK ROKIJ  MI YAHARA 

Thi s I s a hear i ng i n t he case of  J ack Roku Mi yahar a. Mr . Ml yahar a 
t hi s hear i ng has been del ayed at  your  per sonal  r eques t . I s t hat  
r i ght  ? 
Yes , but  t he o f f er  f o r  a hear i ng was made j ust  t wo weeks ago . 
You ar e advi sed t hat  anyt hi ng you say I n t hi s hear i ng may be used 
agai nst  you I n t he f ut ur e and t hat  you have t he r i ght  t o be r e-
pr esent ed by counsel . I f  you des i r e counsel  t hi s hear i ng wi l l  be 
cont i nued unt i l  such t i me as counsel  i s av ai l abl e. 
To what ever  I  am about  t o say , I  hope t hat  you wi l l  not  t hi nk of  me 
as bei ng ho s t i l e. I  have been her e f o r  near l y f our  mont hs and i f  I  
shoul d ask f o r  l egal  counsel  at  t hi s t i me, I t  woul d onl y cause an 
i ndef i ni t e del ay , t her ef or e, under  t he ci r cumst ances  1 am f or ced t o 
wai ve t he r i ght  t o be r epr esent ed by c ounsel . 
(Oat h) Your  name I s J ack Roku Mi yahar a? 
Y es . 
The docket  whi ch was f or war ded t o Leupp f r om t he Hear t  Mount ai n Re-
l ocat i on Cent er  cont ai ns a st at ement  of  t hr ee char ges . We wi l l  t ake 
t hese char ges i n or der  and di scuss t hem separ at el y . Ho . 1. J ack Roku 
Mi yahar a, f or mer  chi ef  of  t he war ehouse at  t he Hear t  Mount ai n Hospi t al  
i s s pec i f i c al l y char ged wi t h t he f o l l owi ng of f enses agai nst  l aw and 
or der  at  t he Hear t  Mount ai n Rel ocat i on Cent er ; Pr omot i ng and conduct -
i ng a par t y dance hel d i n t he hospi t al  mess hal l  and at t ended by 
hospi t al  empl oyees I n di r ec t  cont r avent i on of  or der  of  t he pr oj ect  
di r ec t o r . No . 2. The or gani zat i on and per pet uat i ng o f  what  he chose 
t o c al l  hi s "own gang" f o r  t he pur pose of  admi ni s t er i ng beat i ngs 
t o ot her  evacuees wi t h whom he mi ght  be i n di sagr eement . No. 5. 
I nc i t i ng hospi t al  empl oyees t o absent  t hemsel ves f r om dut y f o r  a 
per i od of  sever al  days on and af t er  J une 24, 1943 t o t he det r i ment  
of  ef f ec t i ve pr oj ect  admi ni s t r at i on and endanger i ng t he l i ves of  
hospi t al  pat i ent s . 

(Read excer pt s of  st at ement s) You have hear d t he char ges and ex-
c er pt s . Let  me r ead t he f i r s t  char ge. (Char ge No . 1 r ead . ) Do you 
wi sh t o pl ead gui l t y or  not  gu i l t y . 
Not  gui l t y . 
Do you wi sh t o make a st at ement  at  t hi s t i me? 
I  obj ect  t o t he evi dence on t he gr ound t hat  I  have not  been gi ven 
an oppor t uni t y t o cr oss quest i on t he par t y or  par t i es maki ng t he 
accusat i on. I  r equest  t hat  char ge No . 1 be di smi ssed agai nst  me. 
Do you wi sh t o make a st at ement  i n def ense of  your sel f ? 
Y es . As t o t he mat t er  of  t he par t y dance, I  t hought  I t  was a l l  
s et t l ed. The soc i al  was hel d dur i ng t he ear l y par t  o f  t hi s y ear � 
ar ound Apr i l  or  May. As f ar  as we hospi t al  empl oyees wer e concer ned, 
i n or der  t o conduct  a s oc i al , a per mi t  was r equi r ed. Bes i des t hi s 
per mi t  (whi ch we r ecei ved f r om Mr . Kur t z , Head of  t he Recr eat i on 
Depar t ment ), i t  was necessar y t o secur e t he F i r e Depar t ment 's per -
mi ss i on, t he mess hal l  c hef 's okay and consent  of  t he Pr i nt i ng De-
par t ment  t o make up t he b i ds . Al l  t hese mat t er s wer e at t ended t o 
and per mi ssi on and consent  r ecei ved i n wr i t i ng. The day af t er  t he 
s oc i al , I  was c al l ed i nt o Dr . I r wi n's o f f i c e at  whi ch t i me I  t hought  
I  had expl ai ned ever yt hi ng qui t e s at i s f ac t o r i l y because af t er  
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Rober t son : 
Mi yahar a J 

pr esent i ng hi m wi t h t he f ac t s and my o f f er  t o r esi gn he s ai d, " I  know 
you woul dn't  do anyt hi ng over  my head. Don' t  t al k of  qui t t i ng. 
Ever y t hi ng's a l r i gh t . " 
You wer e r espons i bl e f o r  pr omot i ng t hi s par t y , J ack? 
Ho one i n par t i cul ar  pr omot ed I t . I t  was spont aneous i n o r i gi n. 
One day af t er  l unch, ever ybody st opped by t he ent r ance t o t he 
hospi t al  mess hal l  t o di scuss a s o c i a l . No commi t t ees wer e or gani zed. 
The gi r l s o f f er ed t o make t he r ef r eshment s , t he head of  t he l aundr y 
depar t ment  o f f er ed t o at t end t o t he per mi t  f r om t he r ecr eat i on de-
par t ment , t he bus i ness manager s of  t he hospi t al  vol unt eer ed t o see 
t he F i r e Chi ef , and a boy f r om t he war ehouse pr omi sed t o make t he 
ar r angement s f or  b i ds . 

Rober t sons What  par t  di d you pl ay , J ack? 
Si nce t her e wasn't  any conveni ent  pl ace t o r epor t  upon t he pr ogr ess 
of  t he s oc i al , I  consent ed t o l et  t he wor ker s meet  i n t he war ehouse 
t o di scuss t he var i ous mat t er s . For  t hi s r eason Dr . I r wi n accuses 
me of  pr omot i ng t he s oc i al . I nc i dent al l y , af t er  my t al k wi t h Dr . 
I r wi n i n r egar d t o t he s oc i al , I  showed t he per mi t  (whi ch was en-
dor sed by Mr . Kur t z , r ecr eat i on head, t he f i r e chi ef  and t he mess 
hal l  c hef ) t o Mr . Hi gh, t he hospi t al  mai nt enance super i nt endent  when 
he dr opped by t he war ehouse. Mr , Hi gh comment ed t hat  he di dn't  see 
why Dr . I r wi n made such a bi g f uss when ever yt hi ng was conduct ed 
accor di ng t o exi s t i ng r u l es . 
Di d you par t i c i pat e? 
Y es , as a gues t . I  had a good t i me. I f  I  am gui l t y , t her e ar e some 
300 odd empl oyees who ar e j ust  as gu i l t y . 

Rober t son : 
j v̂ ahar a: 

Rober t sons What  di d you do wi t h t he per mi t ? 
Mi yahar as I  kept - i t  and on t he ni ght  of  t he s oc i al , pl aced i t  on t he r ef r esh-

ment  t abl e so t hat  when t he pol i ce or  f i r e depar t ment  made t hei r  
r out i ne checks I t  woul d be i n f u l l  vi ew f o r  t hei r  i nspec t i on. 

Do you know wher e t he per mi t  i s now? 
I t ' s i mpossi bl e t o s ay . 
Di d you have f i l es ? 
Y es , but  t he per mi t  was not  f i l ed away. I  wr ot e t o my wi f e about  i t  
and a sear ch was conduct ed, but  i t  was not  f ound. Any empl oyee who 
was wor ki ng at  t he hospi t al  at  t he t i me cannot  deny seei ng t he per mi t . 
I t  was pr omi nent l y di spl ayed on t he r ef r eshment  t abl e on t he ni ght  of  
t he s o c i a l . f  

Di dn ' t  you t hi nk i t  necessar y t o r ecei ve Dr . I r wi n s per mi ssi on t o 
conduct  t he soc i al ? 
We wer e gi ven t o under st and t hat  soc i al s at  t he hospi t al  wer e t o be 
conduct ed i n t he same manner  as al l  ot her  soc i al s i n t he camp. I , 
as wel l  as t he r est  of  t he wor ker s, under st ood t hat  t he hospi t al  mess 
hal l  was a par t  of  t he cent er  mess di v i s i on and not  a par t  of  t he 
hos pi t al , hence we di d not  bo t her .Dr . I r wi n about  i t . 

Rober t sons I s t her e anyt hi ng f ur t her  you can t hi nk of  t o add on t hat  par t i cul ar  
char ge? _ 

l yahar as I n a pr oper  cour t  of  l aw, I  woul d be ei t her  r epr esent ed by counsel  
or  be gi ven t he chance t o cr oss quest i on t he wi t ness or  wi t nesses 
t es t i f y i ng, but  her e i n Leupp I  am r at her  hel pl ess t o pr ove my 
i nnocence » 

Rober t son s 
Mi yahar a s 
Rober t son s 
Mi yahar a s 

Rober t son s 

Mi yahar as 
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Rober t son 

Ml yahar a: 

Rober t son 
Ml yahar a i  

Rober t son; 
: 

Rober t soni  

Ml yahar ai  «ber t son: 
yahar a: 

I  Do you have anyt hi ng t o say r egar di ng t he i ns i nuat i on t hat  vou 
had an or gani zed gang? 17 

I  obj ect  t o t hat  on t he gr ound t hat  I  have not  been gi ven t he 
oppor t uni t y of  cr oss quest i oni ng t he par t y or  par t i es maki ng t he 
I ns i nuat i on. 

: Ther e i s no evi dence and you ar e not  char ged wi t h i t . 
Accor di ng t o t he st at ement  you have r ead t o me, Dr . I r wi n I s t he 
per son who has made t he i ns i nuat i on agai nst  me. Dr . I r wl n I s a 
l i ar  as wel l  as a hypoc r i t e. He knew t hat  I  was an adv i ser  of  
t he Hawai i an Cl ub, an or gani zat i on made up of  n i s ei s bor n I n t he 
Hawai i an I s l ands , The member s of  t he cl ub wer e ver y act i ve I n 
communi t y ac t i v i t i es , espec i al l y spor t s . Dr . I r wi n once I ns i nuat ed 
t o me t hat  t he Hawai i ans wer e a r eck l ess bunch t o whi ch I  r epl i ed 
t hat  al t hough I  had been a r es i dent  of  t he Hear t  Mount ai n Cent er  

. s i nce i t s openi ng, I  di d not  hear  of  a s i ngl e gang f i ght  or  
t r oubl e caused by member s of  t he Hawai i an Cl ub. To Dr . I r wl n's 
quer y of  whet her  I  woul d use "my boys" (as he t er ms i t ) t o f u l f i l l  
my per sonal  ends , I  ver y angr i l y t ol d hi m t hat  I  f ought  my own 
bat t l es and t hat  I  wasn't  af r ai d of  anybody as l ong as I  was i n 
t he r i ght . Dr . I r wl n, t r ue t o f or m, has compl et el y t wi s t ed t hi s 
conver sat i on t o make i t  appear  as t hough I  wer e a gangst er . 
You di dn ' t  make t he boys under  you at  t he war ehouse wor k? 
That 's t r ue enough. I  never  f or ced t hem t o do anyt hi ng agai nst  
t hei r  wi l l . Peopl e i n t he camp j ust  c an' t  be expect ed t o wor k as 
much as t hose on t he out s i de�not  when t her e's such a t r emendous 
di f f er ence i n t he mat t er  of  wages. I t  must  be r emember ed t hat  we 
wer en't  i n t he cent er s of  our  own f r ee wi l l . Dr # I r wi n t o l d me 
on sever al  occas i ons t hat  I  wor ked t oo har d and added t hat  I  
shoul d make t he boys under  me wor k har der . I  answer ed t hat  when 
t her e was a l ot  of  wor k t o be done, t he f el l ows wer e al l  ver y 
cooper at i ve but  ot her wi se t he gener al  f eel i ng anong t hem (whi ch 
i s t he same a l l  over  t he camp) I s�why shoul d t hey br eak t hei r  
backs f o r  116.00 a mont h? Hat ur al l y as manager , I  went  ahead and 
di d what ever  was necessar y t o f u l f i l l  each day 's r equi r ement s . 
Dr . I r wi n i s an awf ul  hypoc r i t e. Sever al  t i mes when he came i nt o 
t he war ehouse, he saw t he boys s i t t i ng ar ound or  f eadi ng magazi nes . 
He woul d j ust  put  on hi s best  smi l e and s l ap ever ybody on t he 
shoul der  wi t h a How ar e you boys ? n Then l at er  he woul d t ake me 
I nt o hand f o r  l et t i ng t he boys t ake i t  t oo easy . I  was get t i ng 
mi ght y di sgust ed so I  o f f er ed t o r es i gn sever al  t i mes. He r ef used 
t o cons i der  my r es i gnat i on and expr essed hi s appr ec i at i on of  t he 

wor k I  had done dur i ng t he ear l y st ages of  t he camp oneni ng. I  
used t o wor k up t o ver y l at e hour s (wi t hout  ext r a pay) t o i ns t al l  
a syst em i n t he war ehouse. None of  t he ot her  boys car ed t o s t ay 
t i l l  l at e because t he mor gue was l ocat ed r i ght  i n t he war ehouse 
and t he t hought  of  dead bodi es near by was t oo much f o r  t hem. 
I f  t her e i s not hi ng mor e, we wi l l  go on wi t h t he second char ge. 
(Char ge No. 2 r ead. ) Gui l t y or  not  gu i l t y . 
Hot  gui l t y . 

I  bel i ev e, J ack , t hat  you have al r eady answer ed t hat  char ge. 
I  have. 
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Rober t son J  (Char ge No, 3 r ead.) Bef or e you answer  t hat  char ge, J ack, I  want  
you t o know t hat  t her e I s t est i mony f r om wor ker s I n t he hospi t al  
who st at e t hat  you wer e r esponsi bl e f or  t he hospi t al  s t r i k e. How 
do you wi sh t o pl ead? 
Not  gui l t y . What ever  evi dence t her e i s agai nst  me, I  r equest  t hat  
i t  be st r i feken o f f  t he r ecor ds and t he char ge dr opped on t he 
gr ounds t hat  t he names of  t he "i nf or mer s" ar e bei ng wi t hhel d f r om 

Rober t sons Mr  

(Rober t son s 

Mi yahar a: 

Rober t son : 

: 

Rober t son : 
Mi yahar aj  

Rober t son s 
: 

.Rober t son : 

me, al so t he f act  t hat  I  have not  been gi ven t he chance t o cr oss 
quest i on t hese "i nf or mer s ." X al so chal l enge t he char act er  and 
t r ut hf ul ness of  t he evi dence. 

. Mi yahar a, t he docket s, or  docket  i n t hi s case r eveal s st at e-
ment s by hospi t al  empl oyees t hat  t her e i s no doubt  t hat  J ack 
Roku Mi yahar a and Mi t sugl  Al so i nst i gat ed t he wal k out  of  t he 
hospi t al  empl oyees. 
Accor di ng t o t he t est i mony of  t he f our  i nf or mer s t hat  you have 
r ead t o me, none of  them act ual l y br ought  f or t h any concr et e pr oof  
or  f act  t hat  I  was t he i nst i gat or  of  t he s t r i ke�t hey admi t  by 
t hei r  own t est i mony t hat  t hey ar e assumi ng t hat  I  was t he i nst i gat or  
What  i f  I  wer e f i ght i ng f or  my l i f e? Woul d a j udge or  j ur y convi ct  
me on such t est i mony? Out  of  t he t hr ee hundr ed and f i f t y odd 
empl oyees who wer e al l  quest i oned i ndi v i dual l y at  t he t i me of  t he 
wal k out , onl y f our  have evi dent l y been coer ced i nt o t es t i f y i ng 
a&ai n3t  me. 
Let  me ask you a f ew quest i ons . You have deni ed t aki ng par t  i n 
t he s t r i ke, have you not ? 
Yes . I  had been r ecent l y di schar ged f r om t he sur ger y war d af t er  
a doubl e her ni a oper at i on (a maj or  oper at i on). Bef or e bei ng sent  
home, I  was i nst r uct ed t o r emai n i n bed f or  at  l east  anot her  t wo 
weeks� 
How l ong pr i or  t o t he t i me t he wor ker s wal ked out  di d you r ecei ve 
t hi s oper at i on? 
I  was oper at ed upon dur i ng t he l at t er  par t  of  May or  t he ear l y 
par t  of  J une, 1945. 
How l ong wer e you i n t he hospi t al ? 
Cl ose t o a mont h. The r esul t s t ur ned out  r at her  poor l y; not  
t hr ough t he car el essness of  t he doct or  or  t he peopl e who handl ed 
me, but  t hr ough ci r cumst ances. The i nc i s i ons became i nf ect ed so 
I  was di schar ged on t he condi t i on t hat  I  r emai n i n bed and have 
my wi f e (who r es i gned as nur ses ai de) t o l ook af t er  me at  home. 
How l ong bef or e t he st r i ke occur r ed di d you hear  about  i t ? 
Cl ose t o a week bef or e. I t  wasn't  a sec r et . Pr act i cal l y ever y-
one knew about  i t . I f  £>r. I r wi n r eal l y was a si ncer e per son, he 
coul d have avoi ded t he t r oubl e by cal l i ng a mass meet i ng, but  he 
hasn't  enough ner ve t o f ace a cr owd. Many t i mes whi l e I  was a 
pat i ent  i n t he war d, boys and gi r l s woul d come i n t o t el l  me 
about  t he cont empl at ed s t r i ke. My wi f e who was wor ki ng I n t he 
war d was ver y much annoyed and t ol d t hese peopl e not  t o get  me 
i nvol ved as I  had r es i gned f r om my posi t i on l ong bef or e t hi s an<i  
t hat  we, mywl f e, son and I , were pl anni ng t o r el ocat e as soon 
as I  r ecover ed f r om my oper at i on. 
Have you appl i ed f or  l eave c l ear ance? 
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Miyahara s 
Robertson 
Mi yahara: 
Robertson 
Mi yahara: 

Robertson 
Miyahara: 

Robertson i  
Miyahara j  

Robertson: 
Miyaharai 

Y es . 
! Had i t been granted? 

No, but  I  r ecei ved t he East er n Def ense Cl ear ances� 
: Di d you t al k t o many peopl e about  t he st r i ke? 

Yes , but  I  di d not  seek t hem out . They cal l ed on me at  my 
home and asked me f or  my opi ni on* My wi f e was di sgust ed at  
t he hospi t al  empl oyees who wer e const ant l y comi ng t o my home 
t o di scuss t he s t r i ke. She asked them t o remember  t hat  I  
was a s i ck man. To t h i s , t hey al l  r epl i ed t hat  t hey onl y 
want ed my opi ni on, 

i  Di d you ever  at t end any gr oup meet i ng r egar di ng t hi s s t r i ke? 
Yes . One day af t er  t he dr ess i ng on my i nc i s i ons was changed at  
t he hospi t al  I  went  down t o t he war ehouse t o wai t  f or  ¿n 
ambul ance t o t ake me home. A woman, Beul ah Got o, accompani ed 
by Henr y Ni shi zu (bot h empl oyees of  t he hospi t al ) per suaded me 
t o at t end a meet i ng whi ch t hey cl ai med was bei ng hel d under  
t he knowl edge and consent  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on. I  r ef used t o 
go . About  f i f t een mi nut es l at er  t hey r et ur ned and kept  on 
naggi ng me t o come. I  f i nal l y went  on t he condi t i on t hat  I  
woul dn't  be cal l ed upon t o speak. Ther e were f or t y or  f i f t y 
peopl e t her e. The gr oup appar ent l y had per mi ssi on t o conduct  
t hi s meet i ng as i t  was hel d at  a bl ock r ecr eat i on bui l di ng. At  
t hi s t i me, an empl oyee, Mr s . Kay Kushi no st ood up and denounced 
Dr . I r wi n and Mi ss Van Ki r k , chi ef  nur se. Mr s . Kushi no had 
per sonal  r easons f or  her  ant agoni sm. She had been r epr i manded 
on sever al  occasi ons by Mi ss Van Ki r k because she (Mr s. Kushi no) 
was not  at  her  post  of  dut y. She ment i oned a l ot  o f .t hi ngs 
whi ch t he Cl i ni c Depar t ment  (of  whi ch she was a member ) had 
agai nst  Dr . I r wi n and Mi ss Van Ki r k . She was more or  l ess t he 
sel f - appoi nt ed chai r man of  t he meet i ng. She kept  on cal l i ng i n-
di v i dual s f r om t he cr owd t o ai r  t hei r  gr i evances . I n t he mean-
t i me t hi s woman, Beul ah Got o, who wi t hout  a doubt  i s an i nf or mer , 
made out  a l i s t  of  al l  t hose pr esent  and di sappear ed. A f el l ow 
by t he name of  J ames Nakano (l abor at or y wor ker ) st ood up and 
di d a l ot  of  t al k i ng. He waved a t er mi nat i on s l i p i n hi s hand 
and ended by sayi ng, "I ' v e been f i r ed, so what ?" When I  was 
asked t o say somet hi ng (al t hough I  was pr omi sed t hat  i t  woul dn't  
happen), I  t ol d t he cr owd t hat  i t  was my opi ni on t hat  Dr . I r wi n's 
r ef usal  t o heed t he r easonabl e and const r uct i ve r equest s made by 
t he empl oyees f or  t he bet t er ment  of  t he hospi t al  was t he r oot  
of  al l  t he t r oubl e. I  ended by say i ng, "as f ar  as I  can see, you 
peopl e want  Dr . I r wi n out  of  t he hos pi t al . " Many of  my f r i ends 
i n t he Hear t  Mount ai n Cent er  have ver i f i ed t he f act  t hat  Mi ss\  
Got o act ed as st ool  pi geon f or  t he admi ni s t r at i on. I  r eal i ze \  
now why she I ns i s t ed on my pr esence at  t he meet i ng. 
Who el se t al ked at  t hi s meet i ng? 

Henr y Ni s hi zu. He ver y st r ongl y denounced bot h Dr . I r wi n and 
Mi ss Van Ki r k . Accor di ng t o Ni shi zu he had been i n sever al  
ar gument s wi t h t he t wo and on each occasi on "t ol d them o f f . " 
Who el se was at  t he meet i ng? 
J ohn Nakano. (Not  to be conf used wi t h J ames Nakano)./ Thi s 
J ohn Nakano once sai d in f r ont  of  a gr oup t hat  he was f ed up 
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wi t h t he hi gh handed manner  I n whi ch Dr . I r wi n and Mi ss Van 
Ki r k t r i ed t o r un t he hospi t al  and t hat  ever yone shoul d do some-
t hi ng about  i t , I  hear d t hi s mysel f . A f ew days af t er  t he meet-
i ng, Mr s . Kushi no came t o my home (unasked) wi t h sever al  hospi tal  
g i r l s . She want ed me t o per suade t he gi r l s t o st ay away f r om 
wor k, but  my wi f e answer ed f o r  me. She waa r eal l y bur ned up by 
t hen so she t o l d Mr s , Kushi no not  t o bot her  me as I  was s t i l l  
s i c k and t o have t he gi r l s dec i de f o r  t hemsel ves, Mr s . Kushi no 
l ef t  r i ght  away wi t h t he g i r l s , 

Rober t son: Rave you f or med an opi ni on as t o whom was r espons i bl e f or  the 
s t r i ke? 

Mi yahar a: At  t he t i me t he di r ec t or  of  t he cent er  put  me t hr ough a ver y 
unf ai r  ques t i oni ng. The di r ec t or , t he pr oj ect  at t or ney, chi ef  
of  i nt er nal  secur i t y pol i ce and a st enogr apher  put  me t hr ougha 
bar r age of  quest i ons i n t he most  ant agoni s t i c way . I  asked f or  
counsel  and was t o l d t o j us t  answer  t he quest i ons i f  I  knew 
what  was good f o r  me. The di r ec t or  kept  on annoyi ng me so much 
t hat  I  f i na l l y sai d i n di s gus t , "Sur e I  know t he l eader s of  t he 
s t r i k e, but  I  won't  t e l l  y o u/ 1 That  was sai d i n a moment  of  
exc i t ement , but  t he t r ut h i s t hat  i t  j ust  a guess on my par t . 

Rober t son: You made a st at ement  t o me once bef o r e, J ack, t hat  you had an 
I dea t her e wer e t hr ee r espons i bl e f or  t he s t r i k e. 

Mi yahar a: My opi ni on was r eached because of  t hei r  act i ons and t hei r  speech 
bef or e t he s t r i k e. One per son i n par t i cul ar  was expect i ng t o be 
t er mi nat ed f r om wor k . Thi s woman was nat ur al l y ver y ant agoni s t i c 
and bi t t er  t owar ds Dr . I r wi n and Mi ss Van K i r k . I  under st and 
t hat  t hi s ver y per son t es t i f i ed agai nst  me i n exchange f or  immun-
i t y f r om t he admi ni s t r at i on's wr at h, 

Rober t son: Have you ever  had anyone say t o you t hat  t hey had t he opi ni on 
t hat  t hese t hr ee peopl e wer e r espons i bl e f o r  t he s t r i ke? 

Mi yahar a: Y es , I t  was common knowl edge t hat  t hese t hr ee wer e hypoc r i t es . 
They wer e al ways t al k i ng about  f i ght i ng f o r  t hei r  r i ght s but  i n 
f r ont  of  t he Caucasi an s t af f  member s, t hei r  at t i t ude woul d be 
al t oget her  di f f er ent . When t hey t al ked t o admi ni st r at i on 
o f f i c i a l s , t hey wer e ver y cooper at i ve, and when t hey t al ked wi t h 
t he evacuees , t hey wer e agi t at o r s . 

Rober t son: Do you car e t o name t hese peopl e? 
Mi yahar a: No. Mr . Rober t son, you have assoc i at ed wi t h t he J apanese peopl e 

I n t he pas t . I 'm sur e you under st and why I  r ef use t o di vul ge 
t hei r  names. Any J apanese who names anot her  J apanese i n any 
t r oubl e, whet her  he i s j us t i f i ed i n doi ng so, i s os t r ac i zed by 
t he communi t y. Any r i ght  mi nded J apanese woul d agr ee wi t h me 

YqPP t hat , 
Rober t s on:/Woul d r at her  ser ve a sent ence t han r eveal  t he n&mes of  t he 

peopl e whom you suspect ? 
Mi yahar a: Y es . I  have al r eady ser ved near l y f our  mont hs and i nt end t o 

s t i c k t o my dec i s i on, 
Rober t son: Do you have anyt hi ng el se you'd l i ke t o say bef or e I  c l ose t hi s 

hear i ng? 
Mi yahar a: Y es , Bef or e a dec i s i on i s r eached i n r egar d t o t hi s hear i ng, 

wi l l  I  be gi ven t he pr i v i l ege of  post i ng ba i l ? 



Robertson: I woul d say no. 
Mi yahar ai  May I o f f er  I nt o evi dence t hese st at ement s, af f i dav i t s , and 

document s i n behal f  of  my def ense? 
Robertson: What  do t hey repr esent ? 
Mi yahara: Af f i dav i t s of  hospi t al  wor ker s and f r i ends , al so document s 

per t ai ni ng t o mysel f . 
Rober t son: Thi s wi l l  be r ecol ved as def endant 's exhi bi t  No. 1. 
Mi yahara: I  woul d l i ke t o i ncl ude a st at ement  pr epar ed by mysel f . 
Rober t son: Thi s wi l l  be r ecei ved a s def endant 's exhi bi t  No. 2. Anyt hi ng 

el se you woul d l i ke t o add bef or e we c l ose? 
Mi yahar a: Not hi ng now. 
Rober t son: I  now cal l  t hi s hear i ng c l osed. 


