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Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943. DST.

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview Oete 11, 19435 Interviewer Charles Kikuchi

Name _Taigo Miyahara 2. Sex,(ﬁ\F 3. Married stat(M)S D W O
Present address _ 4352 Drexel Blvd, Aug,, 194

Later addresses D%te

1

Birthplace Hawaii 7. Birthdate TFeb, 29, 1908
Alien or cltizen citizen 9., Nisei, Kibel or Issel pised
10 Addresses between Dec.l, 1941 and evacuation
(a) Boyle Heightis, Los \nfplvu Date
(b) ‘
(c¢)
(d)
(e)

11, Assembly Center AR RN Eoa Moy 7. 1042

12. Relocation Center _ Jerome Qent. . 1942

13. Lddresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present

(a) _707 N. Dearborn Date _ Jyly, 1943

b) 3 ]
(C) il

14. Persons 11v1ng in hOerh01d on Dec.l, 1941. Relationship to Re-
(a) . Yoghihara .aof Settlel”y other Ay
(b nfv Yoshihars > sister-in-law

Johnny Yoshiharg brother=-in=-law

Ruth Yoshihara sister-in-law

Self

rancea B3 yahara wife

Jackie daughter

—_
Q
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15 ersons 1living in household on evac. day Relationship to Re-
If same as 14, enter symbol,e.g.l4(a).) settler
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SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2.

15.

(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(f)

.

continued -
Age | Sex

M.S.

Birthplace

Grade compl.
Amer .school

Educ.in

Japan

Occupa-
tlon Dee
1, 1941

LRelig.
e i

Hawall

Barber

Christian

Calils

Hsewife

i

Galifl

If Immedlate family (parents, sibllings, chlildren or spouse)
were not Included in household group in 15, because of differ-
or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)

ent residence

Name

Dr, Ed Mive

Relationship
tc resettler

brother

Residence
(if deceased
write "dec."

Age
(if dec.
age at death

Hawaii

Sex

Mar.
Stat.
i

I‘-’II" Sa LG‘.A

Ikedn

gister

1

i
X

10 hraothears and sisherg

Roku

brother

Arizona

M

continued -

Birthplace

Grade compl.
Amer.school

Occupation
Dec.1,1941
(for dec.last
occupation)

Religion

17. VWhat members of household and immediate family evacuated to-
gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols used

in 15 and 16).

#l4

18. Composition of household in Assembly Center or Free Zone (Give
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, give sex, age, relationship)

Upon arrival:




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 3.

18, continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

19. Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, glve sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

.5

Just before leaving Project:

7 R

20. Composition of household in_bhicago at date of interview:
(Give symbols; 1f others, glve details)

Relationship |Residencte Age
Name to rescttler |(if deceased|(if dec.
{write "dec." |age at death

a
b

c

a) lNrs Yoshibhara mothep=In=1lg:u
€ her 2 daughters
£ .
.

(
(
(
(
(
(
0

2 contihued -

Occupation

Dec.1, 1941
Grade completed | Educ. (for decilast _
Birthplace |Amerigan school | in Japan |occupation) |Religion

e

21. Changes in composition of Household In Chicago: Note departures
by symbol and dates. Give details for new houscholds or entries:

Relation-  Resildence Agc

ship to (if dececased|(if dec. Mar,

Date | Name rosettler |write "dec."]age at death)| Sex |Stat.




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 4.

21, continued -

Relation-
ship to
Date Name resettler

Residence
(if deceased
write "dec."

Age
(if dec.
age at death)

continued -

Grade compl.
Birthplace Amer.school

Occupation
Dec. 1,1931

(for dec.last
occupation) Religion

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

BHFNcHDRHOMLO OP

22, Educational history of resettler
Elementary schools (name and location)

Grade completed

Grammar schools (name and location)

Grade completed

High schools (namec end location)

Grade completed

Colleges, universities and vocational
schools (name and location)

Grade
completed

Attendance at Japanese language

school, location




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 5.

22. Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of
unemployment by entering dates continuously and writing
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Asscmbly Center and Relocation Project and continue

with employment since resettling.
Reason

Dates Av, molfor ter-
From | To |Nature of job |Type of industry| Location|wages |mination

1931 butler domestic Hollvwood 5100
&9 50

15 "o harher
24

23. Religious connections (begln with first, include assembly
center and Relocation project and status aftcr resettlement)
Dates Attended what church |Wherc attcnded|What Sunday sch.

24. Political activities
Dates Voted in what elections For what party

ngver Disgusted - dJap is a Jap







|
|
14 Taigoro Jack Miyahara WRA Form 26 904,449

Rohwer 10/10/42
Santa Anita 5/7/42
. 4440 East 5 St., Los Angeles, Calif.
. Miyahara, Talichiro (dec.) Japan
Jatsuno, Tsuyama (dec.) Japan
Ba, U.S, Storekeeper
7. Grammar school, Royal, Honolulu 2/26 to 6/23
High school, McKinley, Honolulu 9/23 to 2/28
Business school, Beauty College 6 mos.
Lawyre
7a. Master barber
8. None
12. 66 1690 1bs,
13. No major cefects
18. Married
19. Head
20. 2/28/08
23. No
24, High 5
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Barber
27a., Musiclan i
28, 6/42 to 8/42 Santa Anita, Census taker %12 mo.
1936 to 1942 Anjin Takushi Master barber $30 wk.
L.A. Cﬂ.lifo
1933 to 1935 J.T. Miyahara Mgr. $35 wk.,
Fruit stand, L.A.
1931 to 1933 Grata Nissen Cook--chauffeur, butler $100 mo.
Private home
Beverley Hllls
29. Music (Hawaiian ukelele)
Carpentry; flower designer
0.P. Flower designer
30. Christian '

Jack's wife, Hirono Frances Miyahara

2. Same

3. Same

4., Same

5. Yoshihara, Sashichi (dec.) Japan
Inouye, Rel Japan

5a., U.S, Market Abroad Teacher

7. Grammar school, Holly Ave. Camp, Calif. 2/23 to 6/29; Jr. Hi. 9/294 2/38
High school, Camp Jr. College 2/33 to 6/35

7a. Art (H.S.)

8. None

12. 62 130 1ba,

13, H= Rheumatic heart

18. Married

19, Wife

20, 3/9/17

23. No

24, High 3

25. No Japanese

27. Housewife




o S

Jack's wife,ﬂﬁiropo Frances Miyahara, contlnued

28. Housewife
1935 to 1937 Yoshihara Retaill Mkt. Cashier £15 wk,
Compton, Calif.
29. Drawing (portrait) Books
30, Christian

Jack's daughter, Hirono Jacqueline lMiyahara

. same.
. Same.
. same. -
. Miyahara, Taligoro Jack Honolulu
Yoshihara, Hirono Frances U.S.
$a., U.S. Barber
7. None
7a. None
8. None
12. 34 30 1bs.
13. No major defects
18, ---
16. Daughter
20. 4/24/40
25, =--
24. ---
25, ---
27. ---
28, ---
29. ---
30. Christian
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James Terada Matsumoto

sent working as a barber on 63nd St. and due
it 1s extremely difficult to conduct
the writer will only
without attempting to

i

data until a later time. Terada works t days a week until sbout
By the time he is Tinished eating it is about
stires around 11 o'chock. n top of that Terada has
into his home in order to give them hair cuts
he supplements his wage ! is wasjy further difficulty in
wife, mother-
him. He has various
ing over for short periods. The writer
information while getting a hal: t from‘
through free association altho, knew
a for w with hin A few notes were taken while

-~

rada was cutting the writer's hair, however, the greater part of

L1 =N

this interview is written from notes hasiily jotted

leaving his house.

e ok s ot e i e e

Oct. 11, 1945

James Terada Mighara was born in Hawali on Feb. 29, 1908.  He
o

is now 85 years old. At the prese time he is employed as a barber

in a Caucasian barber shop. g ad xss 1s 4332 Drexel Blvd. where
he has been living since the early part of August, 1945. Terada
arrived in Chicago from Jerome, WRA center in July, 1945. He re-

707 N. Dearborn for the first month of his stay in Chicago.

Terada claims that this former residence was not for a rate
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Terada has been a resident of Los Angeles for a number of years.
He stated @hat he had first come to the mainland when he was 14
years old. For many years his barber shop was located on Boyle
Helghts, right in the middle of a large Japanese community. He was

evacuated to Santa Anita Assembly Center with his family on May 7,

1942, From there he went to Jerome WRA center in September, 1942,

His mother-in-law, Mrs. Yasukochi, and sister-in-law, Rose, joined

Terada's family from Gila relocation center after he had settled in

his present apartment. Rose contributes to the upkeep of the Pre-
sent apartment. ©She was formerly a secretary but now she is working
in some sort of factory about an hour and a half ride by‘street car
ob soon in order to

.
|
o

the apartment. S 3 i3 1 uit her

employment near 5ide g i this will be more conven-

for her.

The mother-in-law is a dependent of T since she is rather
elderly. It appeared to the writer that e W rather misplaced
in this spartment. The young people all sp n English and she
looked rather forlorn, during the time the wr A n the apart-
ment Mrs. Yasukochi sat off in the corner by hers in a large
easy chalr with her legs crossed, Japanese style. She did, not say
one word during the evening albho she devoted some attention to
Terada's three year old daughter. Mrs. Yasukochi retired very
early and nobody missed 1 : has a rather interesting family.

There are about 10 children in all.Prior to the war they lived in

1 -
3 r
A

Compton where the father operated a vegetable stand. The falbher
is deceased now., All of ¢t hildren are girls except one or tw
boys. dJohnny, the older ; 5 a volunteer at Camp Shelby. He is

an average nigel, altho notvery intelligent. This boy used to run

around with one of the rowdy crowds at Gila, which made themselves




very obnoxious and conspicuous at the various social affairs. He
appeared to be rather Americanized. I is believed that another
Tl

brother is also a volunteer into the Army altho this has not been

Fal

confirmed.

The oldest daughter, Tane, is married to a Caucasian doctor.
This couple has achieved some notoriety due to the fact that they

4o

ailed from China to San Francisco in an old Chinese junk with the

a
help of two white Russian sailors. After exnibiting the boat to
the public for a 25 cent admission, the couple sailed down the
coast of California through the Panama Canal on up to New York,
They had considerable difficulty in regards to the two white Russ-
ian sailors who did not have passports to this country,.but
managed to get around This in some way. It is rumored that the
couple sailed to Australla where they were caught at the outbresk
war. HRecently the writer heard a rumor that the couple
back to San Francisco where the FBI picked them up. The'
spicious of the Caucasian husband as a possible
ct than of his
that
in Long Beach
Mrs., Miyata was married to Terada
years ag She had some local notoriety in the nisel circles
as an attendant Queen contest held several y ears ago.
it is not known whether any of her sisters except Rose is in
Chicago with the family, or whether they are married or not. The

ese

whole family do. not have the typical appearance of Japanese.

o S 15

are fair in complexion and look like Eurasians but as far as

writer knows they are pure Japanese.




In the initial interview, Terada did not tell much about his
own family due to the limitation of time. He come
family alsc he has 10 brothers and sis
family. All of his brothers and
time except a younger brother, Roku.
younger brother was involved in the
liountain last June, 1943. He was employed
was one of the lgapepa G
the conflict with the head Caucasian nurse
superior attitude toward the evacuees. Roku and
from
leart lMountain made an investigabtion and placed

| 2l

upon Roku and the head cook of the hospital, Mits Aiso, also a

el. These two were removed to the Le suppe detantion ecenter for

The head doctor, Dr. Wilfred Hansoka, was sent to

incorrigibles.

3

Manzanar because of his par in the strdke. The strike consisted

4

chiefly of the refusal to work. Tekada spent considerable time in

attempting cr his brother's release whom he believes is inno-

]

cent and ictim of circumstances. At the present time

still in Leuppe and Terada has an antagonistic attitude toward the

WRA as he feels this government agency 1s unduly persecuting his
brother for standing up for his American rights. It is expected
that Louise will make a fuller report on this hospital
Heart lountain at a later time, and Terada may also gige fulle
details in subsequent interviews.

The only other memberé of his family which Terada mentioned
was his older brother, Dr. Edward Miya, age 48, who 1s a rather
successful physician in Honolulu. A younger sister, Mrs. George

Ikeda, 30, is independently wealthy due to a favorable marriage.




Terada mentioned these two "because they are the most successful
ones in my family'. My sister offeredd to send me money to help
me out, but I have some pride left and I can't take any money from
a woman'",
evacuated to Santa Anita with his wife énd daughter and
tochl and her two daughteérs and son. His wife is 26 years
born in Gardena, California. She is a graduate of
and has been a housewife since herfd marriage. Terada
school and barber college and he has been in
a number of years. The daughter,

Three years agol The

een employed as a barber for gbout 15 years and

former acquaintances were Japanese. Most of his social

former Hawaiian friends. Terada app

AL

Hawaiian Broup, both in Santa Anita and Jerome. He

role among the Hawaiian nisei group Chicago and

battles for them, especially if it 1s directed against the

he déslikes intensely. From 1931 to 1933 Terada was employed as a
butler-valet for Greta Niesen, a Norwegian film actress.

$100 a month for this work but he quit in order to go back
He stated that he took the job because of the de-
pression. Tera successful as a barber and
he managed to save sideral sum. He owned & car prior to
evecuation had fairlsy se bank account. During his younger
was known as a "play boy" and he spent money freely but he

settled down after his present marriage. Terada was married pre-

viously but he did not volunteer any information on this marriage




5

and the writer dld not press
to furnish more data on
rior to evacuatio
in Chicago.
not know
Togo before evacuation but 1t was his opinion that Togo was a rat
and he had often s (L8 Hawalian friends v that they would like
has a very high

udged Togo and that he

motivation

derstanding ar

and they don

want you to

when guestlioned
never voted in my life. I am disgusted with polit 3 ause the

Japanese don't get a square deal and we just have to sit back and

L)

’ ety 5 s b F RER Ayt ¥ - o @ K T
get kicked around. You know how 1t is, a Jar J oy ame ,

and they won't giwe you much of a  chance.

I d t worry myselfl about it because

when viewed 1 tionship 1 the nal resettler's residence

athroom and a




iving room which
lot of redecorat
clean curtains and recovered some
also used as a dining room
apartment.
a walled-in stove and cupboard space.
of the front room. It apparently is a pull-

4

o considerable amount of oriental foodstuffs

yed by .hﬁhe mother-in-law primazl

Pamily also like Japanese food a

&

£OH

food very frequently.
still eating dinner and

noticed the mother-kn-law was the only one

The whole mily waits until sbout 8 o'clock for Terada to come

stout in his bodily

he apvears to be rather

skin fold on the 1lid so

arouna on
the interview wh

dawallan

he assumes

.

has to catech him

not use a Japanese word with the Caucasian




customers. Up to The time of evacuation

were of Japanese extraction, probably it

.

cely that Caucas

many

co Of IJOS

(97

omnmuni L- o

personallity.

considerable

her ore of

His three year old daughter La

eaks

pe very good English for such a

uieck to observe things and she asks
e

+ioned that she was too soft hearted and

intervie the haircut he yelled

excuse himself to the

tender feelings and I want

her mother, I guess.

yous grow up bescause people will ste

showed quite a bit of devotion

of the evening and he 1s very

ijoes not helieve 1in education for nisel

-irls should not go beyond high

then and hes=- they don't ant to marry.

S se

married as soon as possible becau

female urges and th go to pieces.

extrems
Joung

many

You

ornl

most

wasg

=1
-

3

seve

1y
Y 21 s 5

que

C‘
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off his custonmers

exclusively Ja

abtus g

with hi

this later.

American and she

She is rather

stions. Terada men-

ral times during the

daughter to shut up and

by saylng,

you

tiny daughter during
concerned about
girl

school because

¥

if they

A

can

liy daughter

hard boiled.

+ be too soft once

then." However, he

the rest

her futube. Terada

s, "I think that nisgeil

4

they get too smart

think girls should get®

don't, they get the

I

TO

S

girl just ha have




a man. But, of course, I want my daughter to have a college educa-

tion. She is different. Uy daughter is quite intelligent I think.

gh
In camp she learned how to hula from one of the Hawaiian nisei girls
and we took her all around to the neighboring towns to perform her
act before hakujin clubs.

Terada's wife doe t have the open personality of her hus-
band. 3he is quilte der and she appears to be a little taller
than her husband. S ok: ther fine facial features bul she does
not talk very muctk iR 8 e of Terada's claims that his apartment
always dis ; Tl t "Hawaiian hospitality" towards visitors,

wife and her sr displayed bad social manners when
writer appeared. They went on wilth their conversa tion in
and made no effort to be endly. This is typical of the majority
of “the nisei who lack experience in social etiquette. Perhaps thi
is because his wife and sister are California nisei and not Hawaillan
nisei. They have had a small town rural 4 environment and they are
rather d in their social contagts with strangers. They all
went to bed while Terada was still giving the writer a haircul and

manners to walk in and out of

infiuence of the

not very |

During the interview Tekada apparently was disturbed about his

g troubles in getting a barber
the various factors in-
volved, Terads t the chief bleme upon the WRA. The writer will
quote the course of his onversation as nearly verbat s possible
without injecting any analysis until a later time

tion 1s available. It may be mentioned here that




1t two-hours of which half of
le Terada clipped
uistomer did not

for an addi

i P £ e ~ 3
asked guestions

iven

kindness
thesr ' thelr rent
they pay thelr Trent

the landlord

caen 'D

nm

those oult here, They are*nob such

i

CIIEe 8.

knowledge of
(Due to the lack of/the Japanese language on the part of the

impossible to inject the manner Japanese words and
‘erada used
"Since evacuation I've had pretty  curq time and things are
not like they were before the war. I never thought that I would be
here in Chicago., I was pretty well fixed in Nihon-machi befl
war and I did not have so : ther When I went to Santa
Anitae I almost felt like crying. There was horse manure all over

-

the place. The rooms just 3melled of it and I had a feeling of

anger come all over me when I thought of how the ketos were pushing

us around. We were put in irty 'omaty room and it was such a

on a trunk and cried. But I




-] =

realizedthat we had to live there for a while and I wanted my

child to be in a sanitary place so that se wonld not catch a lot
of disease. I bought some lysol fright away and we cleaned the
whole place out. The apartment was damp and so We caught a cold
right away. Ian, we were sick for a long time. There was a strong
wind coming right into our apartment and this gave us a colde.

was such a terrible place, I even hate

food was terrible. Don't let them ever kid you

ent. I've read stabements in the newspapers that we werepampered
and that we had steaks and bathtubs. That's a big joke. The mess
halls that we ate in actually fed 5000 People at a time and many an
hour I had to stand in line with my child just like a relief bum 80
that I could get something to fill my stomafh. It wasn't worth it
most of the time because all we got was slop, just plain dirty old
slop. And I'll tell you about the bathtubs e had. We had showers
but we had to walk through dust and mud to get to them and most of
the time there was no hot water. They did not even give us

and for a long time it was very hard for us to even buy it.

hard an a Japanese because we &are a clean people and we 1lil

real hot baths and be clean. But we could not do that when

P ] |

threw uy right in the middle of horse manure. |

s

"T worked as a eensius taker in Santa Anita because they wanted
us to cut hair for $12 a month, Imagine that, I make about $10 a
week on* the side right now by cutting hair evenings and in
Santa Anita I would have had to work a whole month to make that.
I won't tell you what I made before the war exactly because you know

.y g s b m | A2

how the barbers are. We all fix up the books so that we don t have

to pay so much income taxes. I made about $150 a month for the




Internal Revenue man but actually I made sbout $50 a month and
over which I did not tell thsm about. That was a pretty goodliving
for a Japanese. That's why I like to be my own boss because you can
make a decent living at least. I did not enjoy my work as a census
taker in Santa Anita. In order to keep myself occupied, I was the
original one to make wooden slippers. I got all of the Howaiian
boys together and I made fhem go it too in order to keep them out of
mischief. I made several hundred qf those wooden slippers and I
wore them for 15 months because I wanted to save my leather shoes.
Man, that was a mistake because my feet increased one size and now
all of my shoes are tight for me. I can't get other ones because of
the shoe rabtioning so I will just have to wait until either my foot
shrinks or my shoes stretches out.

"Bverly time I think of shoes my feet hurt. I've walked around

for days and days on that hard cement pavement since coming to

Chicago' and looking for a job. Don't ever let them tell you that

get a job out here. I write back to camp and tell my
friends to stay there because they are better off. I tell them not
to come out until the government gives them more money as it takes a
long time to get a job, I am a2 master barber but just beceuse I am
a Japanese I have hagd a very hard time. They make it almost im-
possible for you to get a job. I had all kinds of trouble getiing
my barber license. I was all set to buy my own barbershop early
this month (September). I made a deal with the Filipino down on
519 Dearborn St. He did not want to sell to me right away because
he was afraid that his Filipino customers would not like a Japanese.
I talked him into it so I started to work for him. He still would
not sell to me. After the first week the other Filipinos did not

like me. They were the issei Filipinos. I got along good with most




Filipino gustomers. I know how to cut their hair just
right. It takes a Japanese barber to cut a Filipino's and Japan-
hair. HNever go to a Caucasian barber because they'll chop you
up.
"pfter U worked in that barber shop for a week, there was a
big argument and I mot scared for the Filipino boss because 1
thought maybe the other Filipinos would hurt him. They were calling
him a Jap lover and &hey did not like him to hire a Japanese., Th
ilipino boss apologized to me but that did not do any good. i1

told him that I would quit. I did not get mad as I tried to put

K}

myself into his shoes. I knew he was in a tough spot so 1l tr ed ©

be peaceful, I gould have stayed if I insisted but that would hav
made trouble. We are the underdogs now and we have to take a beat-

ing. I was very disappointed because I thought that the Filipino

¥ L
would sell me his shop pretty soon. I was just beginning to build

up a good business. I had passed around over 700 cards telling the

3

Japanese to come down for a haircut and a few were coming. Now,

they don't know where I am and they are all going down there, I
think. I am trying to get them to get to come to my apartment for
a haircut. I give the Japanese special care when I give them a
haircut and it is worth the 75 cdnts to tThem.

"Pimes are hard for us all and we have to expect a lot of dig=
ecriminations. When I got out here, I had a tough time finding a
house., I would walk around and when 1 saw a vacancy sign I would

in and ask for it. The landlord would look at me funny and say
it was just rented five minutes ago. I would go outside but
came back the next day the sign was still up. In other
ney would tell me that they did not want Japanese and other

orientals in the building. They think that we are going to lower




the rent. I reported some of these cases to the WRA but they can't
do anything asbout it. They said that it was none of their business.
They knew that 1t is hard for us and they QOn't want to get in-
volved if they can help it. The damn ledy down there told me all
about the other nisei who got apartments and she actually tried to
“tell me that there was no housing discrimination. I just told her

to come out with me once and see for herself but she said that she

was too busy. That disgusted me. Finally I lied about my nation-

-

ality. I told them thet I was a Hawaiian. I finally got this place
from the Jewish landlord and he don't care if we are Chinamen as
long as we behave oubselves and pay the rent on time.

shop I am working now, 1 also let people think

f them don't pay any attention as they just go to the

youngest man in the shop for a haircut. They are only interested

in getting their hatr cut good. OUnce 1in a while one of the customers
may ask me if I am Chinese. T don't say nothing but I just

nod my head and wink my eye a little bit so they thlnk

yese. 1t 18 no use telling them I am Japanese and then

half hour explaining all about it.

"The WRA did not do a thing for me. They just want to push
you into any kind of job and they don't care what kind of training
you've had before. ien I first decided to come out, I applied as
a domestic worker. The WRA lady told e to leave my child behind
but I did not want to do that. Then the Chicago WRA office sent
me an invitation to take a domestic job. When I got out here, I
decided that I woyld rather be a barber agzain because 1 thought

there would be a good chancee. Mpr., Shirrell got very made when 1

turned down the domestic job and he said that I had deceived his
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present bozm is a cheapskate.

341 of busix

60% cut over

my own buslness.

and you can't expect

is in a pretiy good location

who runs the barber sho:
give me-a job as soon &s every-
don't look down vou as an

T

inferior person. In the meantime I he o eat and it costs a lob

of money to support my wife anc Daby ables are veby expensive

1lLil4

because they need all kinds of things I hs to see that she

gets all the advantares. For a while | thoucht of doing manual
1ebor after I left the Filipino harber shop I was going to get a
defense job but this other deal with the hakujin came up. I don't
know when I'll ever get baeck on my food again since evecuation all

of my money has been zoing out and nothing has been coming 1n.

-




Ol

"In camp alone I spent over $1400 of my own money
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just because it was at the YMCA, He said that there were a lot of
Japanese there and I would make plenty of momey but I turned him

o

down cold. It was terrific for him to expect 50% just for the use

£
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are quite a few whites here who are nice especially
they think that I am a Filipino, The Filipinos are welcomed here.
In Chicago there are quite a few different nationalities and people
try to let you alone as nuch as pos: : you mind your own busi-
ness and make an honest living. [-1ik it better in Californis
than here. DMost of the people don't care what you are but
seem to be more the public.
They think that they may be
liost of the white bosses
evacuation and if you tell them you are Ja‘
concentration camp.
derstand why the WRA 1is : ing “apanese
f wou as Americanse.
"When I first started to w
little nervous. I thought that
11tes would even protest more
¥ .
not had anytrouble so far and a lot of customerssit
a younger man and
think that I will
make a livinge.
to make $55 or $40 a week Bu i + b to go work in
House because I will e 1 ette here I think that

make more money also. The liex ; haircuts for 60 cents but I

don't mind that because I can get speed by cutting them fast

1 -
"I don t expect to stay in Chicazo the rest of my life. Next




year, if things turn out a little better, I may go to New York to
look around. After the war I expeft to go back to Honolulu where
the people are more freendly., I will take my mother-in-law and the
rest of my family there. I don't want to ever go back to Cali-
fornia., <L‘he people out there are cheap andthere are too many Jews
running thingse I know when I am not wanted, If I go back to
Hawaii I can live comfortably there, and you are ajgmee accepted as
a man. Most of the barbers in Honolulu afe Nihonjin. A lot of
the barber shops are run by nisel girls but a good man can get a
trade. Right now I saw in the Honolulu Star Bulletin job
for barbers in the Want-Ads offering $75 a week. If I could
Hawailli I'd go tomorrow. A friend of mine applied to go back
to Hawaii a while ago and he will let me know 1if the Army will let
him go back home. Right now I don't think that it is possible be-
cause the Army will only permit ewsential workers to go there. 1
don't think they want any more Japanese going back to the islands
for the duration. But after the war I will go and nobody can stop
me, Of course, I will have to save some money to make that tikp
and at the rate I'm goimg right now, I may not be able to save much

money. But I expect things to pick up and I should be able to save

a little.

"The main reason I want to go back to Hawaii is because I want

to raise my baby in a plafe where they have no racial feelings,

is Hawaii, It is the only plgce in this country that you can find
such tolerance among all of the people. I am a llttle scared of my
future here. Things may get tough for all of the Japanese if the
war gets bad. Right now the nisel are being treated goodb ecause
there 1s a shortage of workers but you can't tell what will happen

when the American soldiers get killed off in large numbers.
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"When I was younger I had great ambltions. Now my dreams of
being a big man in a big city are all gones 1 just want to be a
small man in a small town and I don't think about myself so much
any more. My hopes are to make my wife and baby comfortable. I
have a good wife and a wondéeful baby and they are something that I
can work for, i'll g0 broke in this town 1f I have to keep spending
my money like I have been doing. Vhat little I have is going fast.
I had intended to save that money for future security but it is
impossible to do that now, And I am always dipping in this fund,
Now, there is not very much left. My rich sister in Hawéii offered
me help/but I told her that there were five million people in
“hicago making a living so that I should be able to do thelsame.

I feel like refracting that now. My sister has a lot of money and
she would not miss a little to help me out and I could certainly
use it but I just cannot bring myself to accepting any money. I

am the head of the family and I have my pride to keep up. My wife
could not. look up to me so rnuch if I failed to be the sole bread-
winner and startéd to take money from relatives., If I were alone

I would not worry so-much as I could go down to my last dime then
and I could always make out but now I have a baby and she needs cod
liver oil and all sorts of things like that and I can't deny 1t to

her, because we have to bring up a healthy child,

"When I sold out my business in Los Angeles I got a pretty

ir deal on some of my things., 1 s0ld my car for $475 spot cash.
VWhen I had the advertisement in my barbershop window some Jews came
around and offered me {275 and that made me mad as Hell. I did not
have to sell at this low price because a young college boy came

around and he offered {450, He was just getting married and he

wanted to go on a honeymoon. I said to him, 'Listen here, would




you take advantage of me for a lousy $252 Here I am, losing my
business, my home and everyphing and you want to take advantgge

and get a deal for $25 less. Do you think that's fair? I am

selling the car for sbout half what it ig really ‘worth already,."

"The Hakujin fellow agreed with me and he gave me the 54&5
right there without another word and after I signed the paper over
to him he wished me luck in the evacuation.

"But the Jews don't have a héart like that and they try to
Squeeze blood from a beet. The barbershop didn't belong to me
entirely since I had a partner and we were trying to sekl it for
$1500. Then a Jew firm comes along and offers us $50, imagine
that. I could have hit the man., It's Just like knocking c
down and taking his canes away from him. The Jews did not care
what became of us and they were cnly looking arocund for good deals
because they knew they could make money on the Japanesc, The Jews

a great wrong to the Japanese,in California, especially in Los
Angeles.,- they act like that all the time, it is no wonder that
even the whites hate them and treat them with discrimination,
finally got rid of our barber shop for 5200, We ®0ld it to a Jeviese
restaurant man because we could not get any other offers and the time
was getting short. He thought we were coming right back after the
govermment had cleared us but we never did,

"I lost out on my furniture also. In January, 1942 I head
moved to Boyle Heights as I wanted Lo make my home there permanetly.
1 had been living in another section of town. I was so confident
that the Japanese would not be bothered even with a war going on
that I went out and put {980 cash down for new furniture., I did
not even think of the possibility of a general evacuation. Well,

1 used that new furniture exactly one month and 10 days and then I

°




sold 1t for $400. It makes me feel bad to lose {580 just like
that., I was very surprised when 1t was announced that the nisei
would have to be evacuated too. I thought that the issei would be
evacuated but I never dreamed that it would touch us. I got scared
and exclted about my furniture and I figueed that I would have to
sell fast and $400 was better than nothing at all. It was a good
thing that I did get this money because I've had to spend so much
since coming out of camp.

"I pay $15.50 a week for rent for my apartment or $60 a month
for my apartment now. I'm used to living in the American style
and I can't afford e lower my standard of living. I tried to save
at least 5 a month for health savings but I haven't been able to

do 1t yet. I'm just not saving anything at all., My living ex-

penses are ab least {30 a week. My sister-in-law helps out with

the rent, but I have a mother-in-law to support also so the cost
goes upd Then there are quite a few other things that I have to
buy. We-spend most of our leisure tipgie at home but every Tuesday
is movle night for the family.

"I don't have much time for pleasure here because of my work,
I get up at 7:30 in the morning and by 9 o'clock I am at work. I
get off about 7:350 in the evening and it is 8:30 before I get home
to eat. I can't stay up to late because I have to get up early so
this does not give me much free time. On Sunday I sleep until 10
or 1l because 1 work late on Saturday evenings. We don't go to any
special church but I would like to go gradually. I used to go as a
kid but now I am too busy for it. Laber on I would like to start
going because it 1s a good inflﬁénce on my kid. I used to read
quite a bit, especially in camp but I don't do much reading now

except for newspapers and magazines.




"We have quite a few people dropping in to visit us. Some- .

times they come pretty late in the evenings., I believe in having

a lot of friends because that is t he best part of living. FEveryone
should have a lot of friends. The nisel need them more than ever
now because they are all alone in a big city. The whites are not
too friendly altho there are a few who are interested but I don't
care for their attitude. They think that we are inferior babiles or
something, I do appreclate the help they are

nisei friends better. The WRA

keep all Japanese apart. It isn't natural and those people down
that officg- don't know anything about Japanese anyway. They
know more about the Japanese before théy start going anything
that. Already they have a nisei all bl sm 8o that the
nisei are almost afraid to go visit thelir friends. The WRA should
mind its own business. We are grown up and it is our right to make
any friend we want. Why should I give my 1 ner friends
because WRA doesn't
young and they are afraid to do what they want.
out here are in-a shell, and now they are afraid to
iMen you get to meet them, they are nice,

~
i

gradually breaking down and making friends among the nise

think that they should ha Caucasian friends to ut the Cau-
caslans are not too re Cly Che i They don't understand
more natural among other nisei
anything wrong in that. I have a lot of visitors
home. Quite a few of them are the Hawalian boys. ‘very one
hat they are a bad lot but this is not true. These fellows

to make friends and once -you get to know them they wil 1 stick

by you all the time. They have had quite a tough time out here

3




and there has been a lot of rumor
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are Americans too, I'll fightlfor this country any day but I
won't volunteer because I have family responsibilities. I know
that I couldan't live in Japan. BSome of the nisel don't realize
this but if they went there they would have to eat rocks. Over
here - they have a chance to work at least. This country is
place for us. I don't think that they will take us for the draft
thoe I've heard a lot gbout the draft coming up but I don't

it will. That is why I don't worry toc much about it,

going to draft us, they shoutd tell us £ee 8 S0

about it. I don't think that 1t will be wise ts.draft the

now anyhow. The boys are all burned out. I know a couple
friends who had been given a raw deal and they can't always be

ellow who was involved in the

o
4

taking this. Bronco, one of the
stabbing, volunteered for the il 3. %] cht that he would be

1

called very shortly so that he gav: >3 away. When
he went to report for the Army, they refused him f some reason
but they.told him that he would be called soon. Bron doegs not

like that and he is all burned up now. He wanted to go into the

Army for over a year and they won't take him, Instead’ of being

recognized as a.good American, the WRA calls him : bum' just
cause he was involved in the Filipino stabbing fight here.
all gbout that fight because the boys have told me and
their fault at all.

"One night, up on Clark St., an ignorant Filipino with a USA
Navy uniform on felt big and he called Bronco a Jap. He said that
all Japs went ground ssbotaging. Bronco said to him, 'Please don't
say that, I am an American and 1 doﬁ't want to argue with you be-
cause you have an American unifdrm on,'! In order to avoid trouble

Bronco went into the toilet. The Filipino still felt brave and he

®




followed Bronco in there and called him a yellow belly sonofa bitch,
Bronco is an ex-professional boxer and he did not like that. He told
to look out or he would get mad. The Filipino still
Bronco just let him have one and he kayoed him., The
with him got scared and they revived the Filipiﬁo right
away. ~They thought i1t would be pretty dangerous to be meddling
around with a uniform so they beg to apologize for Bronco. The
Pidipino got a good look at the 30 that he could recognize. the
boys again., At that time he admitted that he was mistaken and he
even shook hands
"The next day Bronco and three

Plark St. They dld not know whether to go home or to have a

They were talking on the street corner when suddenly

pinos &n Navy uniforms descended on them witl
chance to 'do anything,
and as the Filipino jabbed

thing because otherwise
stomach right open.
the head and they began to jump
was going to ash” some more when a halk
in and rescued Bronco, The police came then
him to the hospital. The other Hawaiian boys had me
to run for their lives. Then the
an boys out for g ng into troubles ' They said
that the bhoys were going around into saloons and bothering the
Fikipinos' girl friends that that was not true. You can't blame
a while, Mr, Shirrell
found but that the Hawalian boys were innocent. While I

was working in the barber shop on Dearborn St., I heard some rumors
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that the ¥ilipinos were still mad and they were talking about

getting some other Japs who hung around Clark St. The Filipinos

are just brave now because they wear a uniform, Man to man, they

would be afraid to face the Hawaiian boys as these fellows know how

to take care of themselves in a rough and tumble fight. The Navy
dldn't do a damn thing to the Filipino who stabbed Bronco.

makes me mad when I see those Filipinos in uniform

brave. Most of them are not

the K in is thabt they are savage know when they
going to stab you. But they ¢ your friends tho. They treat
good.

"Bronco was in the County Hospital for a couple of weeks. I
don't know who paid for the hospital bills. I know Brohco didn't
because he Id#k didn't have money. The other three nisei who were
with him were picked up by the police and thrown into the jail. Can
you imagine that? One of the old time Japanese issei
here had to go bail them out. But the boys found out
because he had a kind heart for them, he wanted to hire these boys
in his restaurent at $2 a day.- The boys.did not want to stay in
jail so they took up the offer and they worked their bail out for
the'JapaneSi man. The Filipino man 1s still in his uniform and he
is the one who should be in jall. I admit that the US uniforms
should be backed up but not that much. The uniform is supposed
represent falr play and not foul play.

"The Hawailian nisei boys are quick tempered but they don't go
around looking for fightd. I am trying to cool them off. I get

them up here in my apartment sometimes and I talk to them. I tell
them that they ought to get married and settle down. I am not a

baishakunin or anything like that but I did manage to get one couple




together. One wedding was performed right here in this room, and
Mas Wakai was the minister. I‘gave him the job because he could
use the $5. I don't think that they should get married to anybody
but they should like esach other. It 1s hard now for the boys to
meet the girls so I try to fix some of them up by arranging them
to come together in my apartment. I believe that a couple is
stronger than a single person because they get more independent and
;

_they have something to work for. That is why I try to bring quite
a few of The nisel together. For example, last Sunday night we had
20 people in our apartment. The nis=zi are all lonesome and
don't have very many places to get together. There is the Hawaiian
hospitality in me so that 1 encourage people fo come over to my
place. 1t cheers all of us up to get toegether becauss we know

i

that we all have the same problems. We feel more secure that way.
getting tpgetheér like this prevents a lot of the nisei
too lonesome and giving up. 1 can't feed all of these

people when they come over but we try to give them refreshments as

mich as we can. Sometimes they bring ration points or food with

them. Most of the Hawaiianboys in town are single and they are

all working now. There are at least 30 that I know of. Over 50

of them went to New York and most of these were seamen.

"The Hawaiian boys are looking for friends but the California

wlll not meet them half way. I encourage the California

£

girls to meet them over here to find out what they are really
likes, The Hawaiian boys are always on thelr best behavior when
they come to my place.

"I think that the 1 should be allowed to start a big club

for themselves but I heard that all of the hakujins were opprosed

to this. They think that nisei should sit at hopme and twiddle

-




their thumbs without having any social 1life at all: It is because
they have nothing to do that they get into trouble, T realize that
a lot of the you lsel kids want to fight at the dances and that
is not good., is not the Hawgiian boys at all, because they
haven't gone to any dances here and even if they had heen, they
ﬁould not go-bocausa they feel unwanted. The Haréiian boys don't
want to fight but when fhey do they fight dirty, That is the way
we gight in the islands.  But I think that if they could have a
niseil social club where the people are all friendly, the Hawaiian
boys could be invited and they would act as the policemsn to see
that the zoot suiters did not get into trouble. Give the l“i{:wfaiz.an
boys a chance and they will come through, I don't believe that wild
dance should be put on. The dances should all be decent affairs
everyone should wear clean shits and ties. No zoot suits should
allowed, then there would he no fights at all, When a fellow is
his best suit of clothes he doesn't feel like messing around, If
they had a dance they would pay up to & 1, 0 to get in. They
could use the profits from these dances to help other nisei out or

for some war effort cause. The important thing is that I would 1like
» L ]

to see people enjoy themselves. I've seen so many of them lonesome

and that meakes me feel bad. There was one boy, Joe Sasshara, who
lived near me. I found out that he was so loneiome that he got
siek, All he did was eat pork chops at the corner restaurant every
day and then go back to his lonely room, He didn't kn0ﬁ anybody so
that he had a nervous breakdown. The doctor told him to take a long
rest' so that he went bacl: to camp. I got a letter from him and he
says that he is very happy now and is not going to resettle for a
long time because it's too lonesome out here. This could have been

pregented if the WRA let the nisei have soecial clubs.




"I never thought much about the dispersion that they talk
about. It is too deep for me. All I know is that I think it is
bad to have a Japanese town now but it is okay for them to have

social clubs and to get together with their friends, Chicago

a big city and the hakujins gre not going to get mad if 20 or

niseli get together for a good time. It won't even be noticed., It
not _ .

is/necessary because the piblic here are braed-minded and they

care if the nidei get together. They might object more if these

nisel tried to get into hakujin circles. The nisel are not looking

for trouble and any meeting held would be strictly for pleasure
and there weuld be nothing political about it. Gradually they can
invite Caucasians to come to their meetings and after a while
everybody will know each other. PBut the WRA savs that it can't

be done this way. Mr, Shirrell says 'stay in your room and go to

work and see nobddy'.

You know those Hawaiian print shirts that we wear. Well, the publie
here admire these Aloha shirts but Miss Mercer at the

hide the shirt away because i ‘ € lZes you, I told her that
it was a Hawailan shirt and then s rets mad at me for that, I
fold them that all I wanted was a job and that I had a master's
barber license. I told them that I did not think they should give
me advice on whalt clothes I should wear because I was old ehough
to know myself. Then they got mad and they told me to look for a
Job myself because I would not listen to them. After that they
would not even let me go see Mr, Shirrell. When I sent out my 700
cards to tell the nisei I was a barber on Dearborn street, the WRA
said that I could not leave 100 of the cards on the table at their

office because that would be advertising at government cxpense.




The American Friends passed them out for me and they did not eeme-
complain. I feel that the American Friends could run the WRA 100%
better because they are more polite to you and they don't always
try to chase you out after one minute of interviewing.

"One day I was down at the WRA and Miss lMercer talked to me
with a cigarette hanging out of the corner of her mouth, And the
first thing she sald to me was, fWell, back again?' I did not like
this very much so I got into an argument with her. After that I
went to every other employment office in Chicage but they only
offered me hard labor., I did not take any of these jobs because
1 wanted to stay in barbering.

"The WRA wants 10,000 Nihonjin settled out here. They give
them all kinds of prpmises Just to get them out of camp. Once

1 - 1 . g 1Ar he | 3. - A e T - 3 [ e
they are in Chicago the WRA don't care any more., They don't even

try to protect the nihonjins so that they will get the same wages

as anyAmerican. I will tell me friends to stay in camp because
life 1s too hard out here right now. I spent over $680 in the two

months and three weeks I have been in this citye I had to draw

this money out of the bank so that I would be able to live.
"After being in camp for over a ves , we did not know how to

shop for food any more., At first my wife went to the small Jew

charged 10 cents more for everything., Everybody
yﬁu out here if you are not smarter than they are.
We liked Japanese food a lot so that when a girl by the name of
Fajimoto sent us cards saying that she could get foods for us, we
egan to buy from her. But then, we found out that we could buy
it a lot cheaper in Chinatown by ourselves. The Fujimoto girl goes
to Chinatown and buys the stuff and then sells it for a big profit,

I don't mind her making a living but I don't think that she should
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Add to cn—lﬂ

From: Miyamoto Journsl
December 3, 1943

Hork:skxNomax

fxwxs My hair had tecome 8O lohg that it was beginning to look
a 1ittle like one of those pachuco‘cuts. I dcuated in my mind :
whether to g0 to the vartver I've aiwpys patronized, or try to find
Jemes Matsumoto (CH-15) which he said was nesr the Maryland Theatre.
I didn't want to waste time 1ookin§ for his place today, but I fi-
nally decided in James' favor trusfing to luck that his shop would
be easy to fina., 1 heven't veen c&mnletely satisfiea with the
haircuts L've veen cetting et Eill'e Sarver Shop, &na I felt sure
that James would elve me the kind df haircut thet I'd want. Gen-
erally speaking, Jspanese varvers have it sll over the Gaucasian
oneg l've found here. One Itslian fellow I tired on University
took sbout 10 minutes to finish his Jjob, hardly used the seissors
to smooth off the rough spots, snd ther chereed 785/ for the Job.
Tihat criped me, Japsnese varvers alwsyse ULske creat care in smooth-
ine off the ridges, and ver} frequévtly theirs is & work of art.

Phe shop where he worke was directly across tue street from
the Meryland Theatre, and ss I stoﬁoed to look and see if James
were sround, I could see one of the two Csucagsisn usrbers working
in there imicetine me to Jack as ff to eay, 'this is your eusto-
mer.,' Appsrently, sny nisei who comes in ie Jack's cus tomer.

I greeted_JaLk with a "how's everything?", and he tegan to
tell me rather freely stout his work and hie desire of petting
somethiug else, the latter under his Lresth o0 the vosg of the
place wouidn't hesr. "Oh, the wor@'s 21l rieht, out I gotts work
from morning until nine in the eveﬁing. fhe hours are too long.
Phat's the trouble with this kind of work. You know, I'd like to

hsve a job teschine in the Jaspencse lsnguage deopsrtment. They work




only three hours a day, don't they? Soyx, thst'e soft, I wonder
if #dsksi got a jou in the depsrtment? He told me suvout it, and
that's when I went to apoly. Halpérn told me he might be able to
vee me, and he said he'@ let me knoﬁ. He took my name sand sddress
ané s-id he'd let me know, tut 1 haven't hesrd from him, I don't
know whether that gcuy wse jvet strineing me alome. Do youn svpnose
there really ies 8 job for me, oOr WQF he just tryinme to get rid of
me "

"I should have stuaied my Japsnese., 1 started the Jspanese
lang bage echool in monolulu and weﬁt thro veh the second grade, but
just svout tost time there was 2 ldt of scitation againset teaching
Jepanese in Hawsii., The politicians gaid that if we were poing to
be amwerican citizenes, there Wasn't'ans need for Japanese langusge
achools, 8o they agitated quite = bit in the newespsners sbovt that.
My mother ssicd that since we were éoing fo prow up lb the vnited
States, and there was sll this criticism of the lsnguvape school, it
wasn't necessary for me to go. -That's why I never learned tc read
or write the langnage, although 1 ﬁnow how to spesk it becavse of
my Larver vusiness 1in Los sugeles a}n Lecauvse it wae Utne language
we used in the house. I had e shoﬁ right down on First Streetl so
I had to use Jepasnese. I know Low'to gpesk good Japanese 88 well
ee the ordinery kind; you heve to kmow i1t vecsure I had =211 kinde
of customers. L've got some pretty good angles on how to tesch
those fellowe., It's casy if you know how 1O explain it to them,
Then, you eoula tesch them a few cﬁss words now and then, jOU

!

know; that'e what they 1ike.

"My relative, s fellow named Kutots, is goine to teach here.

He's the husband of my wife's sister fcouging), and they're poing

to come and stay in the seme spartment with us. He's = Xivel and




ke knows his Japanese all right, nnf I don't think he'll be 80 good
Lecanse he doesn't speak ~ngzlish well. EHe talks it all right, but
he has trouvle expressing himself, like a lot of Zivei. You got to
ve able to explain thines, 1 got §ane pretty good angles on how to
teach the langusge. Kauxxstxtax&xaiainrwhatxtﬁrnmazmsan;xanm>xmem
sowxandxthenxildxteack

"I hed s chence to lesrn Japanese before evecuation, One of
my friends esid he'd teach me; he ssid that if I worked with him
for & yosr, he'd reslly teach me. 1 shouvld have taken him vp OD
it, but dsmmit, I didn't. HKell, if 1'd learned Japanese from him,
I covld caeh in on it plenty good right now,

"I've never teen interested in studying sl thoueh I had plenty

of chancee for it. 411 of my sisters sre well edncated, snd 1'm

the only one in the family who ian{t. One of my sisters g0t her

’h.D. just this jear, and my other‘?ister is married to s rich eUJy
but she's slweys worked with the YWCA snd that sort of thing., I
don't know what my sister got her Ph.D. inm, but she eot it from the
University of naweii. _The;'re poth in Honolvlu. <Yhe trouvble with
me ie thst 1 alwaye wanted to foelfarounﬂ too much., + csme to the
continent in 198¢, =and 4 wse planning on goins to the university.
I started to sttend UCLA, but god, those xik tlondes eot me. I
used to have & lot of pirl friends on the csmnus, nice vlondes you
know, and I was iaisinr hell all the time, 1'dé go to clese and
never know what the lectirer was taihlnn about. 1 wee more inter=-
ested in fooling around, and my family eot disgusted with me and
wouldn't send me sny more money, sd I quit going to collepe, 1
should have stuck to my college work. I used to ve s hell ralser.
I puess I hed too much fun. Go out drinking, you know, and I eot

into some pretty good fights too. TYou know benry Yemsoks? Ysh,




his brother is Otto. I don't know Otto so well, btut Henry and I
got into a fight., &ke's s vig euy, and I waes quite a uvit smaller
than he, but I used to keep up on my amateur boxing pretty well
then, so he and I rot into a terrific Lattle., Well, after that we
vecame good friende, and we used to play poker together and I saw
him quite a bit. Henry died in Gransds not =0 lone aco. He had a
bun heart, he always used to say my ticker's bvasd, bvt one dsy in
camp he juet keelei over and was eone. I don't think it wse ve=-
cause of his drinkine. He was my ¥ best friend after that Picht,
Gee, the relocation center was hell. By god, I'm glsd to ve
out of there. we went to Sants Anita, snd they stuck us in the
stables when we got there. Seabiscuit's st-tle was only two doors
swey from us., Ve had Count ¢ stsble. Jeez, the nlace.

was dirty and stinky. There wase manure all over the floor. Imsgine,

Ixwss manure, When I gsw that place, I wanted to reve = manly ery.

God, I was down in the dunps. But my wife 1es1l, felt vad and she
wag 80 discouwraged that she was cryine, so I kent up my spirits in
order to try to pepe her vp. I didn't feel s0 ro0d actually, but
I thought I had to pull my wife's spirits up, and she felt better
after a while. Boy, I'm telling you, Sants Anita was hell., The
haktjin don't understsand svout thoze thines, but if they'd econe
throueh the ssme thing they would have felt the ssme way.

The hakvjin out here are all rieht, thoueh, Thery're pretty
friendly, and I get along all right. Of couvrse, some of them have
the wrong ides awout the centers from reading the papers. But you
tell them swvout the life in phe centers, asnd they understand what
you went through,

Did youv ever hear of Vr, feterson who came scross the Pscl?ic

with his Japanese wife on a8 Chinese junk? Hie wife is my wife's




gister. ©She cmme to this country when she wse stout three years
0ld and she's very American, ovut she's not s citizen so she got into
tronvle when they lsst got into 3an francisco. ohe's teing held up
there, and Vr, Peterson is aoiu atout the whcole vusiness. He can't
Erjay understsand why they don't let her 20, He's about 40 jesrs
0ld, but he's bald-hesded. An swfully interestins euy. They've
had the worest luck. JThe first time, they went to Shenchsi when the
Jaepanese attecked that plece, so when they cot to San Francisco,
the government officials thought they mieht Le spies or something.
Then, they got uscx right after Pearl Hertor frow Eawsii, and they
were under suspicion again., JThe last tiue, they went to New Guinea
Just when the Japancse attacked that igland, €0 they were thoucht

to be soies,

"When this wer'es over I'm goine bsck to Haweili. Over there

they don't reat you like they do here. There's no diseriminetion.
Heck, over there it doesn't make any difference what rsce jou are,
but 1f you have the ability they eive you the position. I know &
fellow who took engineering, sud he got o roseition in an office
throueh the civil service. Jhere were a lot of suye includine
Catcasians workine in thst office, but when the hesda of the office
died, they pave a competitive exemination to detcrmine who was to
be the hesd. Thie cuy came ovt with the hichest erade, snd he got
the job. [lherec wasn't sny question sbout it, they just eave hiu
the job when he psssed with the hichert exam. I know Eonolrle, and
I can pet 2lone over there."

When Jemes finished cutting my hair, he =aid as 1 left, "Well,

come around 10 my place some time. I'm living over on Lrexel.”




Add to CE-15
From: Mijasmoto Journsl

Lecember 11, 1947

Shieg went to James' (CH-15) place for s hsircut this sfternoon
end James went on in his easy conversstionsl mesnner to tell Shig
all avout himself, =& Shig sat down in tre chair, James said, "I'll
vet you're onf of those lLesching st the University languare school.
uh, 1 could tell; there's something intellectusl sbout you., You
know what, I applied tco, but Lelpern told me there weren't any
more openines. 1 hear jou have to work pretty lone honrs there,
wae figurineg that if it were only i%o 0r three hours teschine, I
could take csre of that job and Go some vsrberinge on the side.”

Jemee then ssked chig if he were married amd when Shig esid
vnat he ween't, Jawes said, "Well, you out to get married. IPwo c¢an
live as cheaply ae one, in fsct, cheaper, iy wife and 1 can eget
along on Y26 a weck, and we've got s baby t00. My spartment costs
me 1% a week, but 1 l1ike to have & decent spartment, Xmpxwamixge
where my wife's heppy. 1t's worth it to epet & p004 spartment. You
want to get the right kind of wife thoueh. I krnow teecsuse I've
lived with three of them. 4've Leen married twice, but I also
lived with & hakujin eirl. I ought to know, My firet wife wosn't
any c0od. ©“he cratued too much for one thing. Put the big trouble
Wwag that she controlled the money. Jl'm telline you, you control
the money in the femily if you don't want sny troutle. But Gon't
be like the Issei either; don't be stiney avout lettine your wife
have money when she wantg it, 4if my wife »ante a fur coat, I give
ner the money so she can buy it. If she wants anythine, I eive her
the money. But 4 control the money. If the wife worke, you get
what she earne from her, but give her whatever she wants, Lif you
treat the wife rieht, and she's happy, it's all rieht. The wife

i've got now is all right. ®She's alwaye happ), and she doesn't

crab sbout everything. She knows how to enjoy herself. Get a girl




who know how to be happy and jou'll be sll right.

"i4've hed two weddinegs at my apartment slread;. Mas Wakai
officisted at one of them; and it worked out good too because he
got his cut out of it. &t one of the affsire, I had to act as &
?ind of go-vetween vecsuse the perents of the egirl ouvjected to the
marriage. S0 Youre Truvly went to see the 0ld lady. I didn't start
ﬁalking asbout the msrriace right sway, but 1 tslked stvout other
things to get her in a ecood mood. When the o0ld lady start lsuvech-
ing, I knew that I could break the subject to her, 0 I told her
what I thoight., 1 kind of laid it on to scare her. I ssid, 'What
if these kids decided to elope or run off somewhere, it'd Le &
terrible scsndal.' 1 puecs that scared her out so she consented
and the kids got merried. Yeeh, marrisge is a@ll right. You want
to pet 8 ro0d wife for yourself ami jou'll te & 10t better off.

If you live as a bachelor, you don't get anywhere vecause jyou spend
a lot of money esting out snd takineg girle out sll the time. The

btachelors never think of the future, snd they can't get scttled.,"
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Miysmoto Notes James T. Matsumoto
ilarch 21, 1944

I went to Jim's place again to get a haircut. It was sbout
eleven in the morning when I called him by phone to see if he
were in, and apparently got him out of bed. He was glad enough
to give me a haircut, and said he was thinking of getting up
anyway at the time I called. The rest of the family must have
been still lounging in bed when I arrived, for I could hear
voices in the bedroom, vut they didn't sppear. 1 started the
conversation with Jim by asking him sbout his new work at
the Lakeside Press.

"It's all right. Last week I made sbout £38,00 working
down at the plant (@ 70¢ ank hour for 6 days, eight hours s
day) and 1 made sbout $7.50 on the side cutting hair. 3Sure,
I'm doing a lot better than I was down at Michael's place.
Right now they're paying me 84¢ an hour working eight hojurs
a day for six days in the week. The other day I made $4.00
working overtime, and I get a little overtime every now and
then so it's all right. This week I've already had quite a
few haircuts in, and I ought to meke about $10 by the end of
the week. I work from four in the afternoon until twelve at
night, with half an hour off for lunch, It's around one
O'clock in the morning vy the time I get bsck, and by the time
I fool around g bit it's two or three in the morning. Those
are the predious minutes,before you go to bed. DBut the work
isn't bad."”

"I have to do 81l kinds of jobs., One of the men down there
was telling me there are 140 different jobs in the plant, and

they keep moving you around quite s bit. Some of the work is

pretty heavy and hard, like the job I've got now, I'm tieing
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megaiines together in bundles as they come out of the machine.
lou take about'250 of those magazines and they weighk alot.

I have to tie them together, and pile them up, but that's a
pretty tough job. The first day I did the work, &y fingers
got so stiff that the next morning I couldn't even open thems
I thought it might affect my barbering, but I find that it
doesn't bother me when I barber. I could hsve got out of
that job, but I didn't catch on to my foreman when he was
signalling to me. I was working in the mailing department
routing asdvertisement mail into di fferent bags. The girls
put the ads into envelopes, address them, and then I'd take

the bunch and rout them into digferent bags. It was a really

soft job, and I thought it was swell. I did that for several

days, when one day a floormsn (foremen are called floormen
there) from snother department came along and took a look at
me. He says to me, "You look like a pretty healthy fellow.

I need you in my department, s0 come slong." My own floorman
was signalling to me all the time, but I didn't catch on to
what ne meant. I thought he was telling me to go with this
guy, so I went along with him, That's how I got into this
bundling job, and, man, is it hsrd work. TYou have to keep

up with the machine and keep pulling on those ropes sgll day
and that's hard work. I went back to my floormen and I asked
him, "Why didn't you tell me that work was so hard. I wouldn't
have gone if you'd told me." He says to me, "That's what I
was signslling to you sbout." He wanted to tell me to bungle
up my new job s0 that the floormen would think I was no good
and send me back where I came from. The ZyRuiimg job routing

mail was just down my slley, you know, becaucse all you've got
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to &0 is know where the mail is supposed to go, and then work
fast getting them into the right tags. But that sort of thing
is easy for me. That's why my floorman was trying to tell me
to get kicked out of the other job, but I didn't cateh on.,"

"The job I've got to do now, I hsve to tie these bundles
with all kinds of knots. They showed me how, and I caught on
right away. I tried to keep up with the machine, and I found
out there was nothing to it, but when you keep at il all day,
Jou break your back. But now my floormen thinks he's got s
£00d man so he won't let me go. Damn, I was a sucker not
to take it easy."

"They got 1ots of workers down there. Most of the fel-
lows are getting paid 84¢ to 90¢ an houy, snd with six days
a8 week, that adds up to pretty good money. But you know what
they pay the girls? They get only 54¢ sn hour, and those cirls
work just as hard as I do. That's all they get., I don't see
very meny nisei girls down there; I've only seen about one or
two doing typing work. But most of the nisei girls won't tske
Jobs at that pay. They know they can get better pay, and they
demand more. You know what I found out. Most of the girls
wokking in the plant where I am haven't had more than grammar

school education. Man, I was surprised. Thex way I found out

was that one of the girls says to me, "Say, you speak pretty

good English." No. She says "youse" instead of "you". That's
the way she speaks. gﬁi;;xx/English is terrible. Anyway, she
didn't think we knew that much English, and she was surprised,
80 she a@sked me whether I'd gone to school in this country.

I told her I'd finished high school, and went a coupke of month
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to college but quit because I found it too hard. I told her
because that was true. Boy, she was surprised because she

told me she only went through the seventh grade in grammar

school. Now all the girls down there think I'm & highly edu-

cated man, becsuse this girl went around telling everybody

I went to college. By now, I guess they figure I must have
graduated college--you know know wow those things are., Any-
way, they think I'm a hell of an educated guy. That's a lsaugh.
But you know how the kisei are; most of them have gone through
high school anyway, and a lot of them have finished college.
They're not as uneducated as most of the workers down at the
plant where I am, and the girls can hold down x lot better

jobs than most of the Caucasian girls,

"I get slong with those girls, They're nice kids, al#
though they haven't had much education. Some of them are nice
looking too. I kid around with them, sand I get along with them
swell. The girls wanted to leanr how to say "I love you" in
Japasnese so I told them, "Watakushi wa anata wo ai-shite imasuB,
so0 they go around saying "Watskushi, anata..." One of those
peppy yougg Polish girls asked me how to say it, and when I
told her, she said she was going asround to all the Japanese
boys and tell them that. She says to me that she's going to
marry a Japsnese because she likes them. This girl is nice
looking too. There are a lot of Polish girls down there=--1I
didn't realize there were so many Poles in this city--and
most of them are very nice looking. They' re very friemdly
too. I didn't reslize that. Oh, there asre a lot of Negroes

working down there, too. They're kind of slow, and they're
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always looking for ways of getting out of work,"

"Most of the Negroes are put at jobs where it doesn't
require too much skill or thought. It's nbt that the jobs
require much of either, but the Negroes often can't do them.
Like the job in the mail routing depa;tment, the Negroes aren't
put on that job because they get all mixed up and don't get
the letters in the right bags. There's nothing to it, out
they just can't seem to do it right. Or the job I'm doing
now., None of the Negroes will db it, bedsuse they know it's
a tough job, and some of them can't tie fast enough to keep
up with the machine."

"Quite a few nisei fellows are working st the plant

now. Most of them came in since 1 gtarted there. A lot of

them came in since 1 started. Théy're doing work in all kinds

of departments all ofer the place, and they're getting 84¢ an
hour with overtime just like I am. It's a pretty good place
to work at.”

"You know, education counts a lot. I didn't realize it
when I was going through school. I never really liked school
too much, and I thought most of it was a lot of wasted time.
But when I compare myself with some of these people in Chicago
who haven't had a chance to go to high school, boy, am I glad
I went thoough high school. You realize what a difference it
makes. My kid brother--he's here in C hicago working in some
plant--didn't finish high school. He went to Los Angeles and
started a real estate brokerage, and cleared sbout $5,000 when
the war broke out. He hired sbout ten people, and he was work-
ing msking out all those forms that the alien property owners

had to make out., Some of those guys were charging £5 and up
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which was dirty, but my brother charged from $2 and up, depend-
ing oﬁ the kind of service that was needed, and he made plenty.
Anyway, this kid brother of mine found out asfter he got into
business that it made a difference that he didn't go through
high school. He used to tell me, "Gee, Emkpy, I wish I'd fin-
ished high school," so0 he decided to take correspondence courses,
and that's how he finished up. He's a smart fellow.,"

"Right now, If I can save up some money, that's the import-
ant thing., If I can save a little so that my wife and kid
can get along, I won't worry so much even if they take me in-
to the army. They're taking nisei into a1l kinds of services,
you know, medieal, map drawing, and so on., I want to find out
if they can use me as a barber if I get into the army. They
ought to be able to use a fast barber. That's what 1 thought
I'd do when I fried to get the job at Reynold's, because they
cut a lot of soldiers over there, and since they charge only 60¢
to service men, they don't take as much time with them, They
want a fast man, and that's down my alley. Only, the msjor
or somebody whose the head of school put his foot down and I
couldn't get the job,"

"For me, what I want is & home in a smsll town, & nice

little place, with a job. I don't care for the big city any-

more. Chicago is too big snd dirty end crowded. Man, you
g0 up on 63rd St. about the time everybody quits work, and
you get shoved into the gutter the streets are so crowded.
I don't care for thate I wouldn't even care to go back to
Los Angeles, I want & smsll town to live in, That's the

way I figure."
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The following addition to the Mihara document was received

while I was getting a haircut from him this morning.

"Have you heard anything more about your draft status? This
uncertainty gets me. I Just as soon go in now and get it over
with. You know, they're taking all kinds of people. One 30 year
old fellow I know got his pre-induction physical and then the
Army gawe him his uniform but told him to go back to his job and
be ready to report at any time, Isn't that a helluva thing?
That fellow got so disgusted, he went back to camp, His name is
Cakamoto or something like that. Another 23 year old kid who
comes to get a haircut from me had his physical already and ex-
pects to be called at any time, I hear they're taking the
older fellows right along., I'm l-4 now and I suppose TI'll zet
inducted too. I had my physical and was passcd all right, I
don't know what it's all about,

"I'1ll tell you, this war is golng to last a long time.
Japan 1isn't going to be defeated easily and the German war isn't
going to be anx easy one eithe?. This uncertain sure gets me,
It's a funny thing, but I can't take it any more. Before evacu-
ation I was a self-confident man, but now I'm afraid to do any=
thing, I used to be cocky and I wouldn't take anything irom
anybody. But now, I'm scared to say anything to enybody. You
the evacuation gave a lot of nisei inferiority complex. I'm not
sure of myself the way I used to be., 4nd I'm afraid to speak up
and take chances,

"The trouble is, the Japanese have #aken a helluva beating,

We're a down tradden people. I lost a lot of money when evaeua=-




tion came. My barber business was just getting started and it
was going good, Me and an issel partner opened up a shop in los
Angeles and between us, we put up {1500 to get the shop started.
I was making {50 a week before evacuation and if we hadn't been
kicked out of Los Angeles, I'd be making piles of money right
now, Man, it took seven years to build up that trade. You know,
that's the way the barber business is, It takes a long time to
build up your trade. 4&nd I was just getting to the point where
I cauld cash in on my customers. After the war broke out, our
business was better than ever, I used to have a lot of workers
from defense factories coming into my shop. On pay day they used
to erowd our shop something terrifie. Of course, after the war
broke out a lot of those hakujin fellows quit coming to my
place, But some of them didn't seem to mind it at all. They
said it wasn't my fault that the war started and they didn't have
any antagonism toward me at all., Of course, they said that they
had to be careful because some of the other workers objected to
their patronizing a Japanese shop, But I was having a good
business then,

"When evecuation came, we had to sell the place. 4 Jjew
named I'reeman offered us 50 for the piace. Can you imagine

that? We paild {1500 to start the shop and this guy offers us

vo0s Boy, that made me mad, I tell you, a lot of Japanese got

hooked by those Jews, I almost kicked that guy out of our shop.
I finally sold the place for {200 to a Scotchman, That's the
trouble when you're selling a business like that, You can't get

anything beek for what you put into it.




"Just after the war broke out I bourht £900 worth of furni-
ture to fix up our house. We had a new refrigerator, nice

davenport, new bedroom set. Ve had everything, I got 1t cheap

from a wholesaler so it was good stuff. Man, we were happy. I

was on tob of the world. My wife was pleased as anything to have
all that new furniture and all our friends used to come over and
admire what we had., I'm a sociable guy and I like to invite
guesis over, And we used to have friends dropping in ét our
place all the time, When I tried to sell that furniture though,
I could only get (450 for it, Gee, that made me sad., I had to
sell my car too. I just got 1t all fixed up and then I had to
sell the thing end I took a big loss on that too. I didn't mind
losing money on the deal so much but the trouble was, that I
didn't want to sell any of it because we just got 1t and been so
happy in our home,

"What a contrast when we went to Santa Anita, They stuck us
in staebles and there was horse manure all over the piace. It
stunk something terrible., My wife was so discouraged when she
saw the place that she and another girl sat on their suit cases
and eried, Gee, I wanted to ery too, but I figured that someone
had to be manly so I told them, 'Hey, there's no use srying,
because you got to make the best of it.,' We got a lot of lysol,
swept out thejroom clean and scrubbed the walls and floors so
that there wouldn't be any germs around. I didn't want to have
my little girl playing around there in a contaminated place,

"If I get draefted, my wife is going to stay right herex with
my mother-in-law and her sister, It'll work ou$ all right be-




cause she'll get {80 a month from me and my mother-in-law says
not to worry too because she ean take care of the expenses, My
sister in Honolulu wrote to me and told me not to worry about it
because she would take care of my wife, That sister of mine has
plenty of money. You've heard of the Pheasanton Hotel in Hono=-
lulu haven't you? It's the third biggest hotel in Honolulu.
What she gets out of that place is no chicken feed, Right now
she is worth half a million dollers., She's busiep than ever
since the war began because Honolulu is crowded with war workers.
che asked me to come back right after the war began and I tried
all kinds of ways to get my family back there but it was no 0.
You just can't get a pass to Hawaii from the Army., This sister
is 52 years olds I don't know why, but she's always liked me
best of all the kids. It's funny because I've been the black
cheep of the family.

"At the time of evacuation, she was very much worried about
us and sent me a check for {350. She said to keep it and not to
worry about paying it back because we'd need all of it in the
evacuation. At Christmas time she sent me,my wife and little
girl {50 aplece as a gift., And then when I came out to Chicago
she sent me another $300 because she said I'd need it. Che's

never seen my wife except for a pleture of her but she really

likes her., It's a funny thing because she doesn't get along so

well with the wives of my other brothers.

"When I went to camp, I had %600 of my own money plus the
w050 that my sister sent me, I spent it all while I was in ecamp,
0f course, now I wish I'd saved it., but when we were evacuated,

I was so disgusted that I didn't give a danmn about anything any




more. We kept buying thinsgs all the time from Sears Roebuck,

My wife and I would go throush the catalog and pielk out every-

thins we wanted and send for it. Our neighbors used to say that
we spent a lot of money, but after evacuation nothing seemed to
matter anymore., We had to enjoy ourselves somehow and I wanted
to get everything that money could buy., For instance, we spent
money getting tools to make furniture like I told you before,

"I've made lots of money in my time and now I wish I'a
scved it all. The trouble was, I had a bad habit of gambling =nd
I shot the whole works, I started cutting hair when I was 12
years old. I'm a natural barber. You'll -otice that a natural
barber is a lot better than these guys who learned to cut hair
in barber colleges. There's something different about the tech-
nique of the man who's learned it himself, My mother used to
eut hair for all of us kids but she got too busy bringing up 10
kids. One day my kid brother got bold enough to let me cut his
hairs ©So I took out the clippers and seissors and went at 1t,
That evening when my brothers ecame back, they said, 'Hey, Jim
cuts hair all right,' After that, I cut hair for all the boys
in the femily. My old lady said, 'Terada ga yatte kureru nara
sore wa 11,' She thought it was a good idea, because she was too
busy anyway. Pretty soon the'neighbor kids began coming around
Tfor haircuts from me and I cut their hair for 5 cents or 10 cents,
I used to maké‘pocket money that way.

"One day an issei barber who used to live near our place,
found out about my hair cutting and he told me to come after
sehool and make some pocket money at his place, I got only 15%

cormission in those days, but I got ny start and pretty soon I




was making as much as {15 @ week, Man, I was flushed, You know
how kids are at that age when they've zot money in their pockets,
I used to feel like a big shot. WMy mother was happy too., Of
gourse, you know that burbers are considered a low class people
among Japanese, but my mother told me, *This is 4merica and if
it's something you can do well, it doesn't matter even if you
make it your business.' My mother is more advanced than a lot
of these issel women,

"After graduating high school, I decided that I'd open my
own barbershop. I came over to the mainland end learned beauty
culture too. "hen my mother died, she left each of us 10 kids
+2000 apiece. We never had too much money and I don't know how
she did it but she seraped it together somehow, My big brother
was pretty well off by then and he gave me some money too to help
open the shops I put up {3500 and got a lot of nice new equip=
ments Boy, it was a neat little shop., ¥We hired 3 girls to help
in the beauty shop and I was making {300 a month, I was only 21
then,

"Then I started gambling. There was a tailor shop next door
to my place and a lot of issei and other guys used to get toge=
ther and gamble all dey. I started dropping in there now and

then to play some hana and other card cames, " Pretty scon they

got to calling me whenever there was a game going on. They'd come

over and say, 'Hey, there's a good game, come on over,' I'd go
over every time and spend my hours gambling, I used to play small
for a while, but when I got to winning I became bolder. We used
to play High Low with the hana cards. The ante would stgrt out

at 25 cents, Maybe I would lose §5, Then I'd suggest that we




play for $l.00 and pretty soon it was $5.,00, I was cragy. When
I started losing I didn't cive a damn about my customers anymore.
They'd be waiting at the shop but I'd close up shop on them.
Imazine, gambling during #l1ll1 the daylight hours, One day I lost
750, 1I'd been losing pretty big that day and finally when I
didn't have any more money, I got desperate and put up my shop
as security., I decided to play all or nothing and I lost, After
that I was completely broke. Imsgine that, 3500 gone just like
that! I was a sucker to get drawn into those games. Now that I
think of it, those issei guys were crooks, They used to stack
the cards on me but I was too young to know the difference.

"Do you remember a TfmiXmx prize fighter named Sato? IHe was
an old friend of mine and he turned up just at that time. He'd
been touring Japan with another guy and he made plenty of dough
on that trip. I ran into him one day and he says to me, 'Hey

Jim, what's this I hear about you losing everything in a game?!

I told him all about it and then what do you suppose he does?

He pulls out a {500 bill and hands it to me. I said I couldn't
take it. I didn't know when I could pay him back., But this Sato
said, 'Forget it.' He was flushed anyway and he wanted to help
me out, Oome friend, huh? I paid off all my debts with that
money.

"About that time I got into another game and this was a big
one. %Ye were playing craps and I made $1200 in one night., That
time I had 13 passes, Man, I was hot., I've never had luck like
that since but I was cleaning up on everybody thet night. I paid
baek Sato with some of that money. I gave him an extra 200 as

interest, cfato said he didn't have to have the money back and




wouldn't take it but I told him about the crap game and of
course he didn't mind taking the money back., I h:d to pay off
some other debts too for lotions and a lot of stuff. I bought,
Besides, I went out and had a good time a couple of nights and
before I knew it I had only {150 left from what I had won at
that crap game, Gee, it's amazing how mbney slips by. My bdig
brother heard about my gambling and he was nad as anything., TDe

told me he never wanted to see me again and told me to get out of

town, I was mad, I saild I'd go but I couldn’t go with only $150

so0 I thousht I'd work until I had enough to 2zt to the mainland,

"He sald he'd give me {500 to get on my way but I wouldn't
touch it., I went to work digging ditches, Imagine that, xhere
I drop from barber business to x28 digging ditches, My brother
was commissioner of publie works in the city so he got the job
for me, You could make good money digging ditches those days and
pretty soon he promoted me to assistant foreman, DBut I us<d to
be ashamed working at that job. Yy friends would come walking
by and when they saw me they'd say in a surprised tone, 'Hey Jim,
since when did you start working here?' I used to wear one of
those broad brimmed Hawaiisn hets so that people wouldn't recog-
nize me, but you know how it is in a small town. dverybody knows
everybody else and pretty soon all my friends knew what I was
doing. My big sister eame by one day and was she mad.,

"But I léarned my lesson about gambling, No, I didn't quit,
But I learned never to play with crooks anymore, I'll tell you
why people gamble, I mean in the big money game, <The reasson for
it is greed. You want to make big money quick and when you get

into it, you just can't quit., Greed 1s the real reason why people




gamble,

"Now I play the horses, You never lose much that way. One
thing about the horses, the thing i1s square and they pay up if
Ex®x you win. Playing cards with other % guys sometimes you
colleet a lot of I,0,U.'s but never get pald up. A4ll last sunm-
mer, I used to go to the race tracks now and then and I bring
only $20 or $30., If I lost, that would be all I could loses I
learned never to bring more than that because if I carried a lot
of money, I was tempted to use it on the horses.

"Not long after I arrived here in @hicago, I went to the
racetracks,

I had about {600, all the money I had in the world,

right in my pocket when I went there, I didn't intend to use
up that money, but before I knew it, I ran a bad streak of lueck,
and I wae {300 in the hole., ¥ an, I was scared stiff. I could
feel cold sweat running, and my face was white as a sheet., If
my wife had been with me, I wouldn't have played my money that

way. I didn't know what to do, but I decided to play s long

shot in the hope of recovering my losses. I took a chance and

bet {60, and luckily I hit it on the nose., T~y the time I came
home, I was thirty dollars ahead. What a relief, I never go

to the tracks any more with a lot of money in my pocket.,"
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Draft

"Got your l-i classification yet? You got iteseyeahy I
g0t mine too, We'll all be in the army pretty soon, It's a
hell of a thing, huh, Lot's of my friends pot their l-i sl
ready. Maybe I won't pass the physical; I'm pretty soft now,
I don't know what the army wants a broken down 0ld horse 1ike
me for., Still, 1 try to keep myself in condition, You know,
I used to be a voxer, pretty zood one too, and 1 keep up on
my ca}lathenies. svery day, 1 shadow vox & little and exer-
cize.

"l want to cet my bvusiness etraightened out so that I can
g0 intw the army anytime., If they take me, I'm going to send
my wife back to camp. No use her being out here; she can't sup=-
port herself and the baby. If I'd known the army was going to
draft vs, hell, I never would have left camp. #hat's the use
of relocating if you get drafted Just about the time you settle
down. All the other boys I know feel the seme way."

"I want a 11ttle more time before I get drafted. If I can
gave up some money before I po into the army, then I won't feel
60 bgd. I'll have something to go om, eh, kight now, I'm not
ready to go in,"

"Army life is golng to be one hell, I talk to toys who w me
up from Shelby, and even the puys who volunteered, they don't
like it. It's a hard life, Eoy, I don't know if I can take it;
1'm not a8 young as I used to be, They give you actual combat
gituations and shoot wullete over your head. OUne soldier was
telling me that practice going through barbed wire fences, and
you potta crawl close to the ground vecause they got machine
eguns shooting Juet two feet off the groundi. One gvy was crawl-
ing through and he raised the barbed wire with his hsends like
this (Jack demonstrates rasiing with his hande over hts head)
and a bullet clipped his finger off just like that, le forgot,
Seée, 4nother guy forgot and raised his body a little bit, and
he got a vullet through his shoulder, Damn near tore the thire
off, end he slmost dieds I don't like that kind of busl ness,"

"What you poing to do if you pet drafted? You poins to
Shelby or Savage? Maybe Savage would be vetter for a fellow
like you., Those Lawaiian voys down at Shelby sre plenty toush,
1 know becavse 1 grew up with them, and I see them when they
comeé out on furlough now, Cuss---uan, those gFuUYS CUSE every
other word, 4nd they're always looking for a fight, I doun't
think you'd get along with that bunch; you're different from
their type. Course, you're not fresh, so I guess they wouldn't
pick a fight with you, But your type is more the scholar, and
you'd do better at Savepe maybe,"

"I heard a story from one of the Loys who came out of Cila.
vne of the boys who was fighting in the South Pacific wss cape
tured by the Japanese srmy., when he turned up again in Austraelia,
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after they released him, he didn't have no tongue-~-they cut it
out. He was plenty messed up. This bLOyE ie supposed Lo be back
in Gila now, and that's why the story got around. 1 don't know
if it's true; you can't believe everything people talk sbout

in the centers, But { don't think it would be hesltihy to be
captured out in the Pscific. In a way, you can't blame them

for feeling mad when they see somewody of Lheir own kind fight-
ing on Lthe other side.”

Housing

| "I've been looking around for a new apartment, but it's
pretty damn hsrd to find. You go up and down the streets, snd
then go up to an spartment puilding where they got a sign out,
and they slam the door in your face, Or they tell you the
apartments filled, and you know damn well its a lie because the
signs still out the next day when you came around, I'm pet-
ting 80 I don't like to ask about apartments. IMaybe those
atrocity stories had something to do with it."

"I got to get & new place. Our lendlady raised the rent
onk ue two dollars &« weeke I tola her she couldn't 40 that be=-
cause it's againset UPA regulautions, and I refused to pay. She
says the rent was lower than the OrA celling to begin with, 5o
4 went down to the OPA to ssk them sbout it, and they said she
couldn't do that to us, and promised to send somebody out to
check oun ite I went down a couple of times, but they haven't
sent anybody out yet, &0 I've given up, This landlady is an
Italian, name's Scarla., ©She's just like a gangster the way
ghe actss The firet tiwe she came up to raise the rent, I re-
fused to pay, and she told us to get out, I wouvldn't do eithe .
Then one 3Sunday when we're at home, she came up with eight
vig Italisns--just like ganpsters, I had to pay up. Scrla's
a famous gangster's name jou know,"

"There are twenty-seven Japasnese living in ouwr ovuilding.
I'hnie Scarle doesn't own the ouilding; she's just the manapger
for a Jewish fellow who owns the place., After she reised the
rent on us, I noticed that she didn't include the extra two
d0llars on the receipt 80 I griped to her about it, BShe said
it wouldn't matter becavse it was understood anyway. Nowadays,
though, I notice she pute cown the extra #wo dollars on the rent.
I don't know what happened., (I suggeeted that this woman might
ve hi-jacking purt of the rent without the knowledge of the
owner.) You know what she didf She hasn't been providine the
toilet paper, 8o my wife gets her own. But the other day, this
Scarla went around demanding 10¢ from every tenant for toilet
paper, 8he said the rent doesn't incluvde toilet paper. G&he
didn't come around to ue because wk get out own -teilet.psper,
but my wife heard about it from one of her friends in the apart-
ment. She raised the rent on everybody in the apartment too,
and her proposition is that if they won't pay, they can get
out. She's a vitch; a real gungster."




Apartuent Epnterprise

"1 got a friend who is thinkiung of starting an apsrtuent.
Yeah, a Japanese guvy. He's veen looking around for some time
now, but he hasn't decided on anything yet. 1I've been helping
him look sround, and the other day he saw a place that he thought
was pretty pood., rhey told himit would cost $20,000, and he
says, 'That's cheap,' 80 I figure he's got a lot of money. Any
-guy that says {20,000 ie cheap must have a lot of jack stowed
awaye I advised him to look for something on the South Side.
Ihe Horth Side is no good. Eecides I don't want to go way out
~to the North Side; it's too far from my place of work here,"

"I'm going to get an spartment from him if he opens up.
1 told him he ought to spend plenty of money petting good furni-
ture an§ making things look pood. He doesn't want to get any-
thine dumpy, he want'’'s o good place., If he charges forty-five
or fifty & month say for three rooms, that'd te plenty good,
You konow, some Of these landlords demand a hell of a price, ani
they don't give you anythine. But this guy could mske plenty
of dough if he just charged a reasonable amount, and brouvght
in a1l Japanese., That's what he's planning to do, 1'll get
the best apartment in the vullding because 4 know this guy.
I want something on the first floor, It's too much troutle
climbing up the stsirs, I'll let you know if he opens up.
It'd be & dman good set-up.”"

/
~

lisei Planist

"Say, have you heard this guy who plays the piano on the
radio every afternoon about four o'clock. Yeah, he's & nisei
kide I didn't know about him, but one day I heard the announcer
give his name. KEe's damned good too., You ousht to listen to
him; the voy's all right., I don't know which station it is,
but he's on avout every afternoon or so. I listen to him all
the time."
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"Did Charlie tell you whether or not he got the two dollars

I sent him? He got it? Good. You know, I completely forgot
about it until just the other day. He lent me two dollars when I
went down to the tax office, and I found out I hag to payfgiiedol-
lars for my 1932 tax., I was working as a chauffeur and buller than
end I didn't include my board and room., They said I had to incluée
that in my tax declaration. I was thinking of paying him right
Back and then I got my draft notiece. I got so excited about that
that I clean forgot about the money he lent me. Just the other

day I remembered it, and last Sunday I went down to his place with
Bronco to repgy him. He wasn't in though, and I thought for a
moment I'd leave it with an old hakujin woman back of Charlie's
place. But Bronco told me you can't trust these hakujin dames;

she might just pocket the two dollars and say nothing about it

to Charlie. Then I'd be out both ways because I couldn't get back
the two dollars and I'd still owe Charlie. That's why I sent it
by mail,"”

"T can't understand the draft board. An old bag like me is
no good to the Army any more, but some of these draft boards have
no consideration. These California boards are dammed dirty, you
know. I was talking to Mr. Booth and he told me that ordinarily
they wouldn't take a guy my age, empecially since I've got a fa-
mily to support, but he told me that some of those boards in Cali-
fornia are just out to get the Japs and that's why I don't get any
consideration, That's true though. The Illinois draft boards
aren't interested in guys over thirty. I know one hakujin guy
who's a little over thirty, has two kids, and he got a draft no-

tice so he went to the induction station when he was called. He
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was plenty worried. But when he got down there, they said to him
"what are you doing here" and said they didn't want anybody his
age, said it must be a mistake, and sent him home. He was plenty
glad to get out of it. The California boards mmx are either out
to get every nisei into the army, or they keep them on 4-C, alien
status. They talk about democracy in this country, but I can't
believe it when I see some of these things. (I remarked that I
thought it was too bad because he was of an age that was least
useful to the army, and the war in Europe at least was likely tTo
be over soon.)

"You believe that the war's going to be over gsoon? 1 don't.
T don't think the Gemman's will be beat before six months. I think
all this talk about the war ending before then is a lot of wishfml
thinking on the part of Americans. If the United States didn't
say unconditional surrender, the situation would be different. If
they said a negotiated peace, the Germans would consider coming
to terms--the same thing would be true of Jépan too--but they're
not going to give in when they talk about unconditional surrender.
Because of that kind of talk, the German government can tell its
people they're going to be annhilated if they're defeated, and
the Germans fight all the harder when their pushed back to their
own wall., The unconditional surrender idea is just ammunition for

the other guy; they cen use it to meke their people fight, I tell

you, it's going to be a long time before the war's over unless

they change their tune about peace terms. (Mihara reads the Tribune
whieh may influence his thinking.)
"Russia is going to be the dangerous country from now on.

Funny thing, they won't even let this country have an air station
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in Siberia. There's a Russian guy who comes into the barber shop,
and he says to me the other day, "Your people and mine, we'll never
gight against each other. We've got an agreement, you know." He
says it that way to me. 1T says, "What? What you talking about?"
because I don't trust any of these hakujin guys. You can't tell
when you might get into trouble shooting your mouth off, and I'm
'mighty careful these days of what I say. He says to me, "You're
Japanese~-American aren't you? You're people and mine, we've got

a pact not to go to war against each other. We're never going to
have any trouble between us. Russia is for Japan." I says, "I
don't know anything about that sort of thing. I was born here in
America, and I don't know anything about Japan." This Russian guy
just says to me, "Well, you'll understand some day." He's sure a
funny guy. But you can't tell what these guys coming into the shop
are, and so I just kind of let them do all the talking.

"This business of the d&gft really gets me down. I'm just

getting started in this barber shop on the North Side, it's at
1116 N. Clark St., and I'm doing a nice business. All I ask is
just six months more, then I'd be ready to go, but this way I

have to give up the thing when I was just getting started. I feel
we've been kicked around enough, and it's about time they gave us
a break. But, hell, the keto want us to give them everything, and
they give us nothing in return. If this country treated everybody
on an equal basis, I'd say nothing about it. But here they don't
draft the white guys over thirty, but they pick up a guy like me.
It gets a guy down after a while. You get mad. Still, with all

the things that are wrong, this country is still the best place to
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live. I wouldn't think of living in Japan, or anywhere else. I
intend to stay in this country; maybe go back to Hawaii."

(Note: There is a fundamental ambiguity in Jim's reaction to
the United States. At one and the same time, he feels that the
country is undemocratie in its treatment of him on the draft wues-
tion, and yet he feels convinced that this is the best country
in the world. I wonder to what extent a newspaper like the T:ibune
produces a split in the thinking of nisei. To put it another way,

I wonder if nisel readers who are sympathetic to the views of the

Tribune don't bring out sharply the basic contradiction in the

point of view of the Tribune. Jim is perhaps somewhat more pro-
Japan than most nisei, and the Trib&gg}?g%%%égtpolicy with its
attack upon Roosevelt's collective security idea would appeal to
Jim's defence of the "Japanese and German underdog" positions,
At the same time, the pro-Americanism of the Tribune gives Jim
a definite feeling that America is the best country in the world
in spite of its ills., This is pure speculation, but the thought
seems plausible.)

"The WRA ought to do something about the Near North Side.
Too many guys have.geen getting into trouble up there recently.
You heard about the two guys who were put in jail the other day.
They were taking out some white girls, and a couple of white sailors
came along and says to them, "What the hells the idea of going
out with these yellow bellies while we're fighting for this country
over there." One of the girls got mad and she pulled out a knife
and stabbed one of the sailors., But the story of who did the stab-

bing didn't come out, and the nisei kids got picked up for it.
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They're hanging around the beer taverns around there too much,
and getting into trouble with the service men up in that distriect.
One of these days, somebody's really going to get mixed up insome
bad situation. The place that's really bad is that Playtime Tavern.
Some Japanese guy put up $5,000 interest and went into partnership
there. ZEver since, the nisei have been crowding in there and
playing around with the hakujin girls who hang around that tavern.
I guess the idea was to draw the Japanese trade and that's why
this guy bought an interest, but there are plenty of sailros
hanging around there too and there's a fight almost every other
night because the sailors don't like to see the white girls going
around with the nisei. You know, you get drunks and guys who are
out for a good time, and there's bound to be some trouble. The
niseil kids ought to know better than to hang around too much with
the hakugin dames."

"Tarzan got picked up the other night and spendl a night in
jail, He's been stepping around with the wife of a marine. I've

seen her around; she's not a bad looking gal. I guess she's one

of these dames who'd sleep with anybody. Anyway, Tarzan and she
were up in her room, sleeping without anything on because it was
a Bot night when the cops came along and picked them up., I guess
somebody who kenw they were there squealed on them. Bhey got taken
to jail, but after a while they et Tarzan off without any fine
because he's only nineteen, but the woman had to pay twenty-five
bucks because she's around thirty."

"Tarzan's got no sense., You can't trust him either because

he goes around stealing things. He hasn't got any more sense than
a kid, and ignorant, oh, man, that guys so dumb youd never believe
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it. The draft boards been after him, but when he got his 1-A card
and a notice to appear for a phpsical, he said he didn't under-
stand what it was all about and he tore the thing up and threw it
away. They finally caught up with him, and told him the next time
he failed to report, he'd be sent to the penitentiary. The police
court has a record on him too because of some other trouble he

got intok and they told him the next time he was pulled in, they'a
send him to the penitentiary. He's just plain ignorant. You have

to treat him like a kid. Every once in a while he comes in with

lip stick smeared all over him. I guess he goes out with his dame
and kisses her so hard that he gets it all over his face. And
then he comes around and wants the other guys to admire him., Some
guy'll say to him, "Hey, Taraan, you've got lipstick all over

your face." He makes believe he didn't know about it, and then

he tells all about how he kissed the dame andrall that business.
He shows off like a kid. One time he tried to tell me that stuff,
so I told him, "Cut out that monkey talk., It makes me sick and
makes you look silly. I don't want to hear it." That's the way
you have to handle him,"

"1l guess intermartiage is going to solve all this problem
of discrimination, but the guys up on the North Side are going
around with these cheap women that won't do them any good."

"touragyviveerixtavistixsroevd vaviokvoysel fxwienvivwssviat
agey "Bronco gbt in - a serap over at the Playtime the other night,
There's a “anchu around., He's a peculiar guy; he's Manchurian
but he talks beautiful Japanese. Anyway, this guy was sitting
arouhd the bar and he's always bragging about how he fights.

He was shooting his mouth off this night about "Orera wa judo no
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sandan dakara America-jin @mo kenka suru niwa totemo makenai,”

(I'm a third class judo man so I wouldn't possibly be beaten fighting
against anyone using the American style of fighting.) He was blow-
ing off like that, and then for some reason he started picking on
Bronco. Bromco's kind of small, you know, and he doesn't look

like a very tough customer. DBut Bronco's an awfully quick tempered
guy and he won't take an insult from anybody. ©So when this guy
brags to him, Bronco says, "Come on outside." I guess this guy
thought this was a cinch, so he says, "Any time", and they went
outside. Right away, the Manchurian dove for Bronco and threw him
three times with an "osei-nage"(Shoulder threw). I guess Bronco
was pretty groggy and he was bruised and cuk all over. The fourth
time this guy rushed in though, Bronco watched him and then let

him have it right on the side of the head. The guy went down, and
when he came back, he let him have it again and knocked him down,
Bronco was beating the hell ofit of this guy when they got into a
clinch somehow, and then this guy takes a big bite out of Broneco's
arm. I guess that really got Bronco mad; and when he gets mad,
he's a mean customer. Bronco just let him have it with all he had
until somebody said the cops were coming. Bronco's brother-in-law
was with him, he's the guy who told me about it, and so he grabbed
Bronco and started to pull him away because he didn't want Bronk

to mix with the cops. About the time they got half a block away

though, Bronco got away and he went back and socked the Manchurian

a couple of more times until some white guys who'd been watching it
said that was enough and stopped the fight."
"But. the issei fight like that though, dirty. Still you can

beat a guy using judo any time if you know how to handle your mits$s.
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I know because I fought with an iseei once, and I know the guy
regrets to this day that he picked a fight with me. It happened
this way. My older brother was the one who got me into this fight.
He took a girl out to a dance, I was there too, and we were all
dressed up in tuxedo and everything. My brother was getting some
punch when Otto Yameoka came along and hit him on the back.so hard
that it knockgd my brother's face against the punceh bowl and he
chipped off half a tooth in front. You know Otto, don't you. He
used to be a boisterous guy in those days, although he's changed a
lot since then; I don't know what was wrong with him, My brother
turned around and says, "What's the ideé?“ and Otto says, "Can't
you take a joke?" But my brother was sore because Otto had knocked
part of his tooth off, and so Otto wanted to fight about it., Otto
used to go around claiming that he was a judo ni-dan (second grade)
and he was in top condition because he weighed around 150 pounds
then and was still playing football, My brother welighted only
about 122 pounds, he's a small fellow, so he called me over and
said, "You've got to fight him, Jim, because he's too big for me."
I weighed only 130 then, but I was doing quite a bit of amateur
boxing then--used to fight as a featherweight--so I was in good
condition. I says to my brother, "Is it a cause worth fighting

for?" befause I wasn't going to fight unless there was a good

reasons for it. He told me about it, so I went up to Otto and told

him, "Come on, if you want to fight, put up your dukes."” Otto
knew I was a boxer, sc he says, "You stay out of this, This is
between me and your brother." I said, "If you're going to fight

my brother, you got to fight me.," But Otto wouldn't fight. In-
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stead of waiting for him to start anything, I gave him one because
I always figure it's better to get the jump on the other fellow

than to wait until he starts anyyhing., Otto went down, but he

came back crouching judo style. e tripped me by pinning my legs--

you know how the judo guys do it--and then he jumped on me. Those
issel guys fight dirty, they won't let you get up. He kicked me,
and then jumped on me and then put the kubi-shime (choke hold) on
me. He was trying to knock me out and, man, I felt weak, but I
knew a little about judo too so I slapped him under the arm and
elbow, like this, and when he let go, I gave it to him. He came
back diving footaball style, and this time I let him have it.
I_led with my left and then when he put hp his gmard, & gave him
my right. You know, most guys are sucke#s for a left jab., You
give it to them with the left, like this, and when they put up
their guard, you cross them with a right hook, It never fails.
Otto went down, but he kept coming back. Jeez, I knocked him down
helf a dowen times, but, boy, he was a tough fellow. I finally
got him, but it took plenty to do it."

"His younger brother,Henry, was tougher than Otto. He
weighed a hundred-sixty, and he was even more rugged than Otto.
He wanted to fight me because I'd picked on his brother, I didn't
want to fight, but since I couldn't get out of it, we went at it.
I socked him once over the eye with everything I had, and he didn't
do any more than bat his eye. I don't know how many times I hit
him, but he wouldn't go down. Christ, that guy just kept coming
in and I couldn't lay him out. I got scared when I saw that, so

I ran out of the garage where we were fighting and called for my
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pals but they weren't anywhere around. Henry was pretty big, but
he was fast too, end I was having one helluva time trying to get
away from him., I ran toward the pool hall where my friends hung
out and kept calling to them. Just when I thought I was going to
get beaten to a pulp, my pals came along. I'm ashamed to say that
we finally had to geng up on him. I've never run into anybody
as tough as Henry. He just wouldn't go down. One thing about
Henry, though, he fought clean. When he knocked me down, he wouldn't
Jump on me and kick me around like the issei &0, but he just stood
up there and keeps telling me, "Get up and fight like a man,"
That only scared me more because he wouldn't scare. After that,
though, he and I became the best of friends, especially because
our brothers didn't appreciate what we did for them."

As I was leaving, Jim again mentioned the money he'd borrowed
from Charlie., I guess he really had a bad conscience about it

for when my brother-in-law, Shig, went there two days ago, Jim

told him all about it apparently with the idea that Shig whould

tell me so that I would tell Charlie. Paying debts is apparently

a matter of honor with Jim,




. HEARING OF JACK ROKU MIYAHARA

Robertson: This is a hearing in the case of Jack Roku Miyahara., Mr, Miyahara
this %earing has been delayed at your personal request. Is that
right

Miyahara: Yes, but the offer for & hearing was made just two weeks ago.

Robertson: You are advised that anything you say in thls hearing may be used
against you in the future and that you have the right to be re-
presented by counsel, If you desire counsel this hearing will be
continued until such time as counsel 1s avallable.

Migahara: To whatever I am about to say, I hope that you will not think of me
as being hostile. I have been here for nearly four months and if I
should ask for legal counsel at this time, 1t would ogly cause an
indefinite delay, therefore, under the clrcumstances = am forced to
waive the right to be represented by counsel.

Robertson: (Oath) Your name is Jack Roku Miyahara?

Miyahara: Yes.,

Robertson: The docket which was forwarded to Leupp from the Heart Mountain Re
location Center contalns a statement of three charges. We will take
these charges in order &nd discuss them separately. No. l. Jack Roku
Miyahara, former chief of the warehouse at the Heart Mountain Hospital
is specifically charged with the following offenses against law and
order at the Heart Mountaln Relocation Center: Promoting and conduect-
ing a party dance held in the hospltal mess hall and attended by
hospital employees in direct contraventlon of order of the project
director. No. 2. The organization and perpetuating of what he chose
to call his "own gang" for the purpose of administering beatings
to other evacuees with whom he might be in disagreement. No. 3.
Inciting hospital employees to absent themselves from duty for a
period of several days en and after June 24, 1943 to the detriment
of effective project administration and endangering the lives of
hospital patients,

Robertson: (Read excerpts of statements) You have heard the charges and ex-
cerpts. Let me read the first charge. (Charge No., 1 read.) Do you
wish to plead gullty or not gullty.

Miyahara: Not guilty.

Robertson: Do you wish to make a statement at this time?

Miyahara: I object to the evidence on the ground that I have not been given

" an opportunity to cross question the party or partles making the
accusation. I request that charge No. 1 be dismissed agalinst me,

Robertson: Do you wish to make a statement in defense of yourself?

Miyahara: Yes, As to the matter of the party dance, I thought it was all
settled, The social was held during the early part of thils year--
around April or May., As far as we hospltal employees were concerned,
in order to conduct a soclal, a permit was required, Besldes thls
permit (which we received from Mr, Kurtz, Head of the Recreation
Department), it was necessary to secure the Fire Department's per-
mission, the mess hall chef's okay and consent of the Printing De-
partment to make up the bids. All these matters were attended to
and permission and consent recelved in writing. The day after the
social, I was called into Dr. Irwin's office at which time I thought
I had explained everything quite satlsfactorlly because after
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presenting him with the facts and my offer to resign he sald, "I lmow
you wouldn't do anything over my head, Don't talk of quitting.
Everything's alright."

You were responsible for promoting this party, Jack?

No one in particular promoted it, It was spontaneous in origin.

One day after lunch, everybody stopped by the entrance to the
hospital mess hall to discuss a social, No commlttees were organized.
The girls offered to make the refreshments, the head of the laundry
department offered to attend to the permit from the recreation de-
partment, the business managers of the hospital volunteered to see
the Pire Chief, and a boy from the warehouse promlsed to make the
arrangements for blds, -

What part did you play, Jack?

Since there wasn't any convenlent place to report upon the progress
of the soelal, I consented to let the workers meet in the warehouse
to discuss the various matters, For thls reason Dr, Irwin accuses
me of promoting the soclal, Incidentally, after my talk with Dr.
Irwin in regard to the soclal, I showed the permit (which was en-
dorsed by Mr, Kurtz, recreation head, the fire chief and the mess
hall chef) to Mr, High, the hospital maintenance superintendent when
he dropped by the warehouse, Mr, High commented that he didn't see
why Dr. Irwin made such a big fuss when everything was conducted
according to existing rules,

Did you participate?

Yes, as a guest, I had a good time. If I am gullty, there are some
300 odd employees who are Jjust as gullty. :

What did you do with the permit?

I kept -1t and on the night of the soclal, placed it on the refresh-
ment table so that when the police or fire department made thelr
routine checks it would be in full view for their inspection.

Do you know where the permit is now?

It's impossible to say.

Did you have files? i

Yes, but the permit was not filed away. I wrote to my wife sbout it
and e search was conducted, but it was not found. Any employee who
was working at the hospitai at the time cannot deny seeing the permit.
It was prominently displayed on the refreshment table on the night of
the soeclal, : A

Didn't you think it necessary to receive Dr, Irwi, s permission to
conduct the social?

We were glven to understand that socials at the hospital were to be
conducted in the same manner as all other socials in the camp, I,

as well as thé rest of the workers, understood that the hospltal mess
hall was a part of the center mess division and not a part of the
hospital, hence we did not bother.Dr. Irwin about 1t.

Is there anything further you can think of to add on that particular
charge?

In a proper court of law, I would be either represented by counsel
or be given the chance to cross question the witness or witnesses
testifying, but here in Leupp I am rather helpless to prove my
innocence,
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. Robertson: Do you have anything to say regarding the insinuatiom that you

Miyahara:

had an organized gang?

I object to that on the ground that I have not been given the
opportunity of cross questioning the party or parties making the
insinuation. :

Robertson: There is no evidence and you are not charged with it.
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According to the statement you have read to me, Dr, Irwin is the
person who has made the Insinuation ageinst me, Dr. Irwin is a
liar as well as a hypocrite, He knew that I was an adviser of

the Hawallan Club, an organization made up of niseils born in the
Hawalian Islands, The members of the club were very active in
community activities, especially sports. Dr. Irwin once insinuated
to me that the Hawallans were a reckless bunch to which I replied
that although I had been a resident of the Heart Mountain Center

. 8ince its opening, I did not hear of a single gang fight or

trouble caused by members of the Hawallan Club, To Dr, Irwin's
query of whether I would use 'my boys" (as he terms it) to fulfill
my personal ends, I very angrily told him that I fought my own
battles and that I wasn't afraid of anybody as long as I was in
the right. Dr. Irwin, true to form, has completely twisted this
conversation to maeke 1t appear as though I were a gangster,

You didn't make the boys under you at the warehouse work?

That's true enough. I never forced them to do anything against
their will., People In the camp just can't be expected to work as
much as those on the outside--not when there's such a tremendous
difference in the matter of wages. It must be remembered that we
weren't in the centers of our own free will. Dp. Irwin told me

on several occasions that I worked too hard and added that I
should make the boys under me work harder, I answered that when
there was a lot of work to be done, the fellows were all ve
cooperative but otherwise the general feeling among them (which

1s the same all over the camp) is--why should they break thelr
backs for $16.00 a month? Naturally as manager, I went ahead and
did whatever was necessary to fulfill each day's requirements.

Dr, Irwin is an awful hypocrite, Several times when he came inte
the warehouse, he saw the boys sitting around or feading magazines,
He would just put on his best smlle and slap everybody on the
shoulder with a "How are you boys?" Then later he would take me
into hand for letting the boys take 1t too easy. I was getting
mighty disgusted so % offered to resign several times, He refused
to consider my resignation and expressed his appreciation of the

work I had done during the early stages of the camp opening., I
used to work up to very late hours (without extra pay) to install
a system In the warehouse. None of the other boys cared to stay
t1ll late because the morgue was located right in the warehouse
and the thought of dead bodles nearby was too much for them,

If there 1s nothing more, we will go on with the second charge,
(Charge No. 2 read,) Guilty or not gullty. “

Not gullty. g

I believe, Jack, that you have already answered that charge,

Yes, I have, o |
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Robertson: (Charge No, 3 read,) Before you answer that charge, J’ackfl I want
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you to know that there 1s testimony from workers in the hospital
who state that you were responsible for the hospltal strike. How
do you wish to plead?

Not gullty. Whatever evidence there is against me, I request that
it be strikken off the records end the charge dropped on the
grounds that the names of the "informers" are being withheld from
me, also the fact that I have not been glven the chance to cross
question these "informers." I also challenge the character and
truthfulness of the evidence,

Mr., Miyahara, the dockets, or docket in this case reveals state-
ments by hospital employees that there 1s no doubt that Jack
Roku Miyahara and Mitsugl Also Instigated the walk out of the
hospital employees,

According to the testimony of the four Informers that you have
read to me, none of them actually brought forth any concrete proof
or fact that I was the Instigator of the strike--they admit by
their own testimony that they are assuming that I was the Instigator
What if I were fighting for my life? Would a judge or jury conviet
me on such testimony? Out of the three hundred and fifty odd
employees who were all questioned individually at the time of the
walk out, only four have evidently been coerced into testifying
against me,

Let me ask you a few questions., You have fdenied taking part in
the strike, have you not?

Yes, I had been recently discharged from the surgery ward after
a double hernia operation (a major operation)., Before being sent
homi, I was Instructed to remain In bed for at least another two
weeks.,

How long prior to the time the workers walked out did you receive
this operation?

I was operated upon during the latter part of May or the early
part of June, 1943,

How long were you in the hospital?

Close to a month, The results turned out rather poorly; not
through the carelessness of the doctor or the people who handled
me, but through eircumstances, The lncislons became infected so
I was discharged on the condition that I remain in bed and have
my wife (who resigned as nurses aide) to look after me at home,
How long before the strike occurred did you hear about 1t?

Close to a week before, It wasn't a secret, Practically every-
one knew about it. If Dr, Irwin really was a sincere person, he
could have avolded the trouble by calling a mass meeting, but he
hasn't enough nerve to face a crowd, Many times whille I was a
patlient in the ward, boys and girls would come in to tell me
about the contemplated strike, liy wife who was working in the
ward was very much annoyed and told these people not to get me
involved as I had resigned from my positlion long before this an¢
that we, mywife, son and I, were planning to relocate as soon

as I reocovered from my operation.

Have you applied for leave clearance?
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No, but I received the Eastern Defense (Clearances.

Did you talk to many people about the strike?

Yes, but I did not seek them out. They called on me at my

home and asked me for my opinion. My wife was disgusted at

the hospltal employees who were constantly coming to my home

to discuss the strike. She asked them to remember that I

was & sick man., To this, they all replied that they only
wanted my opinion. L

Did you ever attend any group meeting regarding this stirike?
Yes., One day after the dressing on my Incisions was o&anged at
the hospital I went down to the warehouse to walt for an
ambulance to take me home, A woman, Beulah Goto, accompanied
by Henry Nishizu (both employees of the hospitali persuaded me
to attend a meeting which they claimed was being held under

the knowledge and consent of the administration. I refused to
go. About fifteen minutes later they returned and kept on
nagging me to come, I finally went on the condition that I
wouldn't be called upon to speak. There were forty or fifty
people there, The group apperently had permission to conduct
this meeting as 1t was held at a block recreation building. At
this time, an employee, Mrs, Kay Kushino stood up and denounced
Dr., Irwin and Miss Van Kirk, chief nurse, MNMrs, Kushino had
personal reasons for her antagonism, She had been reprimanded
on several occasions by Miss Van Kirk because she (Mrs, Kushino)
was not at her post of duty. She mentioned a lot of things
which the Clinic Department (of which she was a member) had
against Dr, Irwin and Miss Van Kirk., She was more or less the
gelf-appointed chairman of the meeting, She kept on calling in-
dividuals from the crowd to alr thelr grievances. In the mean-
time this woman, Beulah Goto, who without a doubt is an informer,
made out a 1list of all those present and disappeared. A fellow
by the name of James Nakano (laboratory worker) stood up and
did a lot of talking. He waved a termination slip in his hand
and ended by saying, "I've been fired, so what?" When I was
asked to say something (although I was promlsed that it wouldn't
happen), I told the crowd that it was my opinion that Dr, Irwin's
refusal to heed the reasonable and constructive requests made by
the employees for the betterment of the hospital was the root

of all the trouble. I ended by saying, "as far as I can see, you
people want Dr, Irwin out of the hospital," Many of my friends
in the Heart Mountain Center have verified the fact that Miss|
Goto acted as stool pigeon for the administration, I realize
now why she insisted on my presence at the meeting.

Who else talked at thils meeting? N
Henry Nishizu, He very strongly denounced both Dr. Irwin and
Miss Van Kirk, According to Nishizu he had been in several
arguments with the two and on each occasion "told them off,"

Who else was at the meeting? Lok

John Nakano., (Not to be confused with James Nakano)./ This

John Nakano once sald in front of a group that he was fed up
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Miyshare:
Robertson:

. Miyahara:
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with the high handed manner in which Dr. Irwin and Miss Van
Kirk tried to run the hospltal and that everyone should do some-
thing sbout it, I heard this myself, A few days after the meet-
ing, Mrs, Kushino came to my home (unasked) with several hospital
giris. She wanted me to persuade the girls to stay away from
work, but my wife answered for me, She was really burned up by
then so she told Mrs, Kushino not to bother me as I was still
sick and to have the girls decide for themselves, Mrs. Kushino
left right away with the glrls,
Have you formed an opinion as to whom was responsible for the
strike?
At the time the director of the center put me through a very
unfalr questloning. The director, the project attorney, chief
of internal securlty police and a stenographer put me thro
barrage of questions in the most antagonistic way. T asked for
counsel and was told to jJust answer the questions 1f I Mmew
what was good for me. The director kept on annoying me so much
that I finally saild in disgust, "Sure I kmow the leaders of the
strike, but I wou't tell you." That was sald in a moment of
excltement, but the truth is that it just a guess on my part,
You made a statement to me once before, Jack, that you had an
1dea there were three responsible for the strike,
¥y opinlon was reached because of thelr actions and their speech
before the strike, One person in particular was expecting to be
terminated from work, Thls woman was naturally very antagonistie
and bitter towards Dr, Irwin and Miss Van Kirk, I understand
that this very person testified against me in exchange for ilrzmun-
ity from the administration's wrath,
Heve you ever had anyone say to you that they had the opinien
that these three people were responsible for the strike?
Yes., It was common knowledge that these three were hypocrites.
They were always talking about fighting for thelr rights but in
front eof the Caucaslan staff members, their attitude would be
altogether different, When they talked to administration
officials, they were very cooperative, and when they talked with
the evacuees, they were agltators,
Do you care to name these people?
No., Mr, Robertson, you have associated with the Japanese people
in the past., I'm sure you understand why I refuse to divulge
their names, Any Japanese who names another Japanese 1ln any
trouble, whether he 1is justified in doing so, is ostracized by
the community. Any right minded Japanese would agree with me

n that,

ould rather serve a sentence than reveal the nemes of the
people whom you suspect?
Yes. I have already served nearly four months and intend to
stick to my decision,
Do you have anything else you'd like to say before I close this
hearing? '
Yes, DBefore a decision 1s reached in regard to this hearing,
will I be given the privilege of posting ball?




Robertson: I would say no. :
Miyahara: May I offer into evidence these statements, affldavits, and

documents in behalf of my defense?

Robertson: What do they represent?

Miyshara: Affidavits of hospltal workers and friends, also documents
pertaining to myself,

Robertson: This will be received as defendant's exhibit No, 1,

Miyehara: I would like to include & statement prepared by myself,

Robertson: This will be received a s defendant's exhiblt No, 2, Anything
else you would llke to add before we close?

Miyahara: Nothing now.

Robertson: I now call this hearing closed,




