Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943, DST.
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18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

19. Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symbols;
if others, give sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival:

Just before leaving Project:

20, Composition of household in Chicago at date of interview:
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21. continued - '
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Colleges, universities and vocational Grade
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Attendance at Japanese language
school, location
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unemployment by entering dates continuously and writing

with employment since resettling.

Dates Av, mo
From | To |Nature of job|Type of industry| Location|wages

22. Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of

"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Asscombly Center and Kelocation Project and continue

Reason
.for ter-
mination

(e

23, Roligious connections (begln with first, include assembly
coenter and Relocation project and status after resettlement)
Dates Attended what church |Where attended|What Sunday sch.

24, Political activities
Dates Voted in what clections For what party




Charles Kikuchi
Evacuation and Resettlement Study
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of California.

Ichiro "Yama" Iwagami

Mr. Iwagami is an old time Chicago
resident. He is married to a caucasian
woman and he has a deaughter, 16 years
0ld. This is his real name and the name
will have to be changed for the purposes
of the Study.

Mr., Iwagami is an electrical engineer by
professidn., The case history is interest-
ing from the point of view that his process
of Americanization has been achieved to

a remarkable degree. He does not have

any of the usual Issel characteristics.

His speaking English is very good. The
quotations are not exactly verbatim as

Mr. Iwegemi has some pecularities of o eech.
It is not too noticeable. The writer
attempted to record his story in as slose
to the exact woriis as he told it, although
liberty was teken in brushing some of the

grammar Up.

It is hoped to follow through with a case
history of his caucasien wife and possibly
his daughter in order to get their point
of view and attitudes. -Since this is

not a case of an evacuated Japanese, do
you suggest that additional time be spent
on 1t%®




Mr.' Ichiro Eichi Iwagami (this is his real name, and it will
have to be changed to & pseudompm.) is a 55 year old Issei who
has been a resident of this city for the past30 years. Because
of the @if#ficulty of pronouncing his name, Mr. Iwagami goes
by the name "Yama" Iwagami. In written Japanese, Iwa also means
mountain so that Mr. Iwagami has taoken on mountain, or Yama, as
his name. His original name means God of the stones. He is
quite proud of this name as there is a certain element of Amer-
icanization to it.

Mr. Iwagami, or Yama, is a rather tall person for a Japanecse,
standing about 5'10". He appears to be about 10 years younger
than his acutal age. In physical appearance, Yama could pass
as a Spgniard or some other race in a group which is not well
acquainted with an Oriental. Yama is extremely modest, but he
has a very agreeable personality. He speaké‘English fairly
well, much better than the majority of the Issei. TFor the

past twenty years he has bcen employed as an electrical

engineer for the Edison Company in this city, being the aly

Japanese employee.

Mr. Iwagami is married to a caucasian woman and he has
an 18 year old daughter who recently gradusted from High sé&hool.
She is enrolled at Oberlin College for the Fall term. Nr.
Iwagami owns his home on 64th street where he has residec #&ince
his marriage in 1923. He is rather reluctant to talk about
himself as he feels that this is concedt. Following is his
story;

"I was born in Tokio in 1888. I was the oldest son, Three
brothers and sisters died, and there is one brother which I

I v ve never seem., I have some living relatives left, but I




have not seen any of them sinee I left Japan..I do not write to

. aay of them although I did for a while. When I was four years

0ld my mother died. At that time my father was a d&oda water
manufacturer in Tokyo. He married my mother's sister after
my mother died and then he sent me to live with my uncle.At
that time, my uncle was working in the postal department for
the imperial government. IHowever, he was more of an inventer,
ne was a great inventer to me. First, he invented an enamel
to cover iron ware. <+hen just before the Rukko-Japan War,he
invented a lead pencil. From this he got the idea of a foun-
tain pen. It was a crude little tube which had to be syeezed
by the Tingers. My uncled decided that he would go 1into
business so he manufactured his pens and sold them for thirty
cents each. He also sold his enamel ware. It was a big
bushiess for a while. My uncle got a patent for his inven-
tions so that nobody else could make the same things.
"Business was so good for a while that uncle thought he
would sell his founta in pen &ll over the workd. He borrowed
a lot of money to make his plant, but a depression came aBger
the Russian War and he went into a lot of debt. It was tco
bad. The Japanese people were crazy about #merican things
then because America had helped them in the fussian War and
for a long time they would onlybuy American things. My uncle
could not sell his pens anymore so that he was in great fin-
ancial trouble. He could not take care of me s0 he sent me
home. I was going to the Chidaku ra elementary school and
I did not want to leave all of my friends. e were learning
many new things every day. I always liked school and I thought

that I could not go anymore.

"I went home to my father, but he did not treat me like
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a true son. My step mother liked her new children better and she
did not treat me like my father's son. Ichiro means farst son
but stepmother said that I was not the first son anymore. It
was most unhappy experience for me and I was saxd when I
went to school again. Father never cared for me after that and
I did not enjoy home. Sometimes he was cruel to me and he
made me work hard. He did not give me much clothes, but gawe
it all to the new children by second mother. He had /lots of
finaneial trouble in his business so I decided that I would
leave home some day and be great success. In meantime, I
studied a lot.

"One day I hear that foreign white man was teaching
Christian religion. I was curious so that I started to go
with the other children to listen to him. At that time all
children got a penny if they would go to white man's church.

I never had any money from my father so I went to church

on account of the penny which made me feel rich. The mission-
ary in the church wan named Mr., Mc Geel Ie was from Scot-
land. I had a good smile on my face so that we became fast
friends. Of¢en I would go to his house after that and he

would teach me English and tell me stories about his country.

It was very happy time, and I did not regret going home early

to my harsh step mother.
"Mr. Mc Gee told me all about the mountains ef Scot-
1and. Yhen he would tell me about London, the biggest city
in the whole workd. He said that he had sailed from Liver=-
pool and someday I should come and visit him in his home.
After a while he told me about America. He said that there
were a lot of Indians there and it was a new and rich country.

Te did not think that it was as good as England though, but
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he told me that the English people had made America one of the
best and newest countries in the world. He said that they
had gone there because they wanted to worship God like I was
being able to, and in one hundred years it had become a power-
ful and just nation. I thought that someday I would go and
see for myself, Mr. McGee said that 1t was easy to make a
lot of money there and there were many big schools that tagght
all the new sciences. Then he would talk about England some
more and he would tell me that his country had many old and
wonderful universities where the culture had been growing for
many hundred years. He todd me about Oxford and I thought I
would go there for my educatioh. Many Japanese students were
going to America and Lurope then, but I was still a young boy.
Someday I thought my turn would come. <Then I was not so
unhappy at home because someda y my father and stepmother
would be proud of me.

"I started to go to the ﬁibiya High School and I studied
hard. Then I would go to see Mr. MCGee and he let me read his
books on 4meriecan History and he gave me English lessons.

By the time the Russia-Japan war wa® over, my father went

- bankrupt. I was sixteen then and L had to quit school and

go to work. Mr. Me. Gee left for his homeland and I never
saw him again. I missed him very much. I determined@ to go
to England and find him onece more. My home life was very

unhappy and I wanted to get away. The only kind relative I
had was my uncles' mother. ©She lived across the city and I
visited her a lot after Mr. Mc Gee left. I did not go to

the Christian church anymore, but I had a grateful feeling

in my heart of the white man's religion and I followed it more

than Buddhism.
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"One day grandmother asked me if I wished to visit my
mother's grave. I had never known family love and those things
and this was the first mention that had ever been made to me
gbout my mother's grave. My father had never said anything
about it. I was very glad to go see the grave so that Idressed
up in my best Japanese clothes. It was a long way out of the
city so that we went by the streescar. Ve went to the cemet-
ary and I found my mother's grave. It made me feel ashamed and
sad becamse there was only cne neglected small tombstcne
among & lot of large ones. Hext to her was another small
tombstone for my sister who had died as a child. I felt
evertiging inside of me stop up and I eried on the grave. Then
I pulled all the dirty weeds out and put on some fresh flowers.

It was late before I finished but I did not feel likegoing

home. I promised myself that someday I would give my mother

1 3arge tom@stone like the others in the cemetary.

"On the way home, my heart was heavy. If my father cares
this 1little for methéhEr then he does not care for me at all,
I thought. Just wen we got to the edge of the city, we saw
a large crowd around a Buddhist priest. My grandmother
explained: that every year he came to the temple and gave
lectures. Ve went up there aqd lis tened to storées of his
travels over Japam. I d4id not envy him because I felt that I
would go to far away lands some day too.

The Priest then started to give out iittle paber charms.
They had some writing on them; they were good luch cha rms.
When it came to my turn, the priest held me by the harm and
looked me gently in the face. Ile asked hy grandmother if 1
were her Bon and she sdaid no. Then he told her that I wasa

nice boy and that I had a lot of character in my face. He addd
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that I would go away and never stay at home, but she should
not worry about me becausze I would go through life with a
smile and be a sﬁccess. I was surprised that he knew about my
Plans to leave home and I felt that I should go after he said
it was going to happen anyway. I had a smils all the time on
my face. What the Priest said gave me a strong impression.
I felt I now could go anyplace and no harm would ever come to
me. Right away, I decided to leave home. After I took
grandmother home, I started on my great adventure. All nigh %

I walked and by morning I was in Yokohama.

"I had not any idea of doing anything, but my plans was

to get to England to see Mr. Mc Gee. I did not have any

money in my pockets, but I was not afraid. I decided to get

a Job on a bo#t so I could sail across the ocean. After a

few days of hunting, I got a job on the NYK boat. That boat
did not go to England right away. I go to North Japen, Siberia,
China, and all over the Orient. In Siberia, the Russians
treated ws good and we held ouf heads high because Japan had
Just won the war. I was only the mess boy, but they treated
me with respect too.

"We sailed all over. Then one day I got sick. The
doctor said I had typhoéd. I almost died. They took me to
Kobe and I was in a hospital for three months there. I had
no money to pay my debts and I did not want to go back home
in shame. I was determined to get to England. After I got
better, I got another job on a tramp steamer which was going
to Europe. I was all excited because this was the chance I
was looking for. Ve were only out one day, when a Hjuge storm
came up. The boat started to lead and the captain told us to

all get in the lifeboat because the ship was going to sink soon.
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The waters were very rough and some of the lifevoats sank. The

ond I was in did not turn over. We drifted around for three
days because we lost out way. Three men died and they had to
be thrown over the side. We did not think that we were ever
going to be saved. The one clear morning, we saw & big ship
coming our way. We took off our robes and waved them in the
air to tell them to come and pick us.up.

"The ship finally turned towards us and we knew that we
were saved. I was very grafeful that my ddgs were not brought
to a short and bitter ending. It was the SS Oriet that
rescued us. It was on the way to Glasgow with a @argo of
Chinese goods. The captain said that he could mtm not turn
around and take us back to Japan. I was glad for that., The
next day, we came by another Japanese boat and the Captain
turned the rescued men over., 1 did not go because I told the
captain that I wanted to go to “ngland with him. He said that
he needéed a cabin boy and he could hire me. Lyt he said that
it would be & long time before I got home again, but I did not
care. My dreams were at last coming true. This was in 1906
when I was 17 years old.

"I was greatly surprised when the captain said that his
name was McGee. I asked him if he knew my lr. McGee, but he
laughed and said there were many McGees in all of igotland
but he would help me look for the one that I wanted. I did not
think that this was hard to do. He said that it would be a
long time yet before he got back to England because he huad a
trading ship and he had to go to a few places first. I thought
this would be a good chance to see the world and 1 was glamd.

"7e went all the way across the racific Ccean. We went to
a small harbor where there was & lumber town. It was a part

of America. I think thet it was Portiand. I did not think that
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it was anything like what Mr. McGee had told me. 4ll I could
see was a lot of forests. When I was there, I saw a bunch of
Japanese being herded into a corner of the wharf and they had
to have big labels put on their shoulders, I did not like the
way they were being treated like cattle and it did not givé
me a good impression of America.

"After we rested up a little bit we put to sea again., This
time, we sailed down the Pacific coast and all away around
Soughkx asmerica because the Panama Canal was not made yet. Sev-
eral times we had to stop for food and water. Then the bosat
went scross to Africa and up the coast before it finally setl
out for England. The voyage took many months and all the time,
Captain McGee was teaching me Lnglish. He liked me very much .

"We finally got to Clasgow. Captain MMc Gee took me to his
own home. After a few days he took me to show to his friends

and to his church. I did not like the Scotech people too much

because I thought that they were narrow minded. They thought

I wes like a strange animal and they would all touch me and
examine my hands snd face. They had never seen a Japanese
before. I could not hold my head high because they did not
treat me as an equal. It was & very unpleasaat feeling and i
did not like it very much. My dream was to go Tind my Mr.
McGee and then go to Oxford. Finally, I left Glasgow without
eny money and made my way to liverpoocl. In this large city,
I could not find Mr. lMoGee so 1 decided to go to Londom. T
arrived there without any money, but I liked the English because
they were more friendly. There was a Mr., Yukio Tani in London
and he was teaching Judo so I looked him up and he gave me a

job as his assistant. I could not save much money, but I used

to go out to Oxford and dream of the day when I could go to

school t;~3e.
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/ noxford had a wonderful campus and I enjoyed many days
out there just walking around. Occasionally I would g0 into
library to read. I did not have such good clothes sO that
many students would stare at me all the time, but I did not
mind. Vhen I saved up & 1ittle money, I went to one of the
private high cchools there. This ts the fu rtherest 1 ever
got in Oxford, but I like to tell people that 1 went there,
only they think that I went to the college. I didn't do that
though.

"By that time I felt that i was never going back to “apan.
It had not been to kind to me and I had a hard time there and
not very pleasant memories. There were only 50 Japanese dn
all of England then and mos?t of them were seamen. <They did
not ¥peak English so that they would come tO Mr., Tani's
place often and ta 1k about Japan and how much they missed 1t.
I was not mekx like that at all. I was enjoying myself very
much., 1 was a bright boy and the people thought that I was
a novelty and they would invite me over to their homes and
I would tell them about Japan--good things that & did not
believe so much myself. I was more interested in hearing
about England. They ta 1ked a lot about america and + thought
that perhaps I got a bad impression because I did not get to
see enough of 1t. They told me that America was & wonderful
country and the part 1 was inxonly hed a 1ot of wild Indians

in it. Soon I began to have hope of going to America again.

I 1iked Englend, but I had gone there to go to Oxford &and L

realized that I could never gave enough money to go to such
an expensive school &s that. It was with deep regret that 1
decided to lecsve England, Mr., Tani was returning to Japan and

ne wanted me to go back 1O Japan with him, but I did not went




that.

"I got a job on an Bnglish boat in the engine room and
for several months we went to all the ports in Europe. Ve
went to antwerp, Sweden, and Russian ports. The crew were good
to me and theymade a man eut of me. I was bad boy for first
time in my life, but the crew told me that it was natuml for
all seamen to go see the girls when they gt to port. Vhen
we got back to London, I decided to get on another boat that
would go to smerica.

"Phe SS Queen Mary had am number of Japanese on the crew
and they wanted & boss over them that understood English. I
was only 19 or twenty, but they gave me the job. This time I
went to France and into the llediterranean Sea. When we got
to a port, L1 would always take as long as I could to go see
the old world culture. I was learning all the time and 1
nad a wonderful experience. I liked this life of traveling all

ofer the world, but I thought that I should settle down scon.

When I was in some of those foreign countryk my Inglish was

no good. Lverything was a stranger to me, but I liked to
walk around in the seaport cities and just look at all the
0ld buildings.

"APter we got back to London, the company fired all of the
Japanese crew. The captain said he was very sorry to let me
go but that the boat was going to Americam and I could not go
because they did not want any Japanese there. This was a
great disappointment because I wanted to go to America badly.
The Captain told me that the Japanese did not have such an
easy time in California. I told him that I was not planning

to go to the Pacific coast, but he was still afraid to hire

me in the crew again.
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nit that time everybody was going to smerica. Most of them
did not have any money so that they would work their way
across the Atlantic. All of them went with high hopes. I
used to see them getting in every boat and they all had such
high hopes. I felt that I had to go this time, but it did not
meke me feel good to think that America did not want the
Japanese. #&ll of the Japanese I knew were hard workers and
#lean and I thought that they could do more Work for America
than some of the people I saw going from Evrope.

"sfter many talks with the captain, he finally decided
to take a chance. He said that the company would not let him
sign me on as a member 8f the crew, but that I could work
myself overslike the other people were doing. I was glad for
this chance., At last my dreams were coming true. I worked
hard all the way across and since I kxnew about engines, I did
more work than most of the other passengers who Were working
their way across the ocean.

"We came to Baltimore in 1908. I was just twenty years
0ld then and ready to start a new life in America.l had three
pounds to my name which I changed to $15.00 in American moneye.
At first, I thought Ingland was better, but I soon liked
America the best after I had seen & little of it. I only had
a small bundle of clothes and I did not know anybody in
Baltimore, but I was young and full of the adventurésome
spirit. I was not sven worried. As I walked around Balkimore
the first day, I felt that my dreams Were realized at last.
Lverybody was kind to me and I did not thing that the Japan-

ese were being mistreated in this country. 1 determined to

make myself as much as an Amer ican as i gould. Right away I
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decided to see America. I went to the railroad station and
looked at the time table. I Sound out that I could get as
far as Homestead, Pennsylvania with the money I had so 1
bought @& ticket right away. That night I slept in the park
but I 424 not mind because I was full of excissment. Early the
next morning, Iwent to the station and wait for the train to
leave. At last I was on my way. Everything looked so big %o
me. A man sitting mexrt *C me told me some of the wonders of
America and I couldscarcely believe him. I thought thet he
was lying to me when he told me that the big herds of cattle
and large green farms we passed belonged tO individual men.
Then I believed him because I knew that everybody in America
was rich. I thought that all the houses were so big and
rich and someday I hoped to hove one of my own. The man told
me that Amerioca was & melting pot that took in everybody from
all over thg workd and made real Americans out of them. I felt
that I was going to be one of them myself someday.

"When I got to Harrisburg , Pennsylvania I got off of
the trein because I thought that this was my destination. 2
did not knew anybody and L suddedly got Very lonesome., 1 was
also hungry. I did not know what to do until somebody came
up and told me thaﬁ ‘here was a Japanesé restaurant in the
tgen. 1 looked around and finally found it. When I told the

owner that I was hungry &and manted some food, he asked me

a lot of questions. I said that I had run eway from home and

was going to stay in America. The man got very angry and he
said that I could not have anything to eat because I was a
disgrace to the Japanese for running away from home and being

sueh a wild person. I did not like the man for saying this

so I left. X
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"I had heard how many of the Japanese students worked as

. students in 4merica so that I went to the newspaper and told

them that I wantedto find work. <hey put an ad in the paper

for me and in a &ay or so I got a job With a Pennsylvania
Dutehman. He was & bachelor and he wanted a boy to help out
in his home. I cooked and did the housework Tor him for three
montsha. After thatl quit because I thought that he was a
dishonest person. He wap paying me 20.00 a month. The man
was running = sporting house for coal miners. I thought that
this was pretty disgraceful.

"T went to Pittsburg next. It was a dirty smoky town,
but there was something about it that I liked. The people
were all nice and human. I ran a little concession in the
park for a while selling food to the workers, but I did not
make much money. Finally I put an advertisement in the paper
and I got a job as an engineer on a rich man's private
yathnk.ymtxr yacht. Mr. Hines was a millionaire and he took
many trips to Leke Eirie and then down the river as far as
Cleveland. After working for himx the whole summer, I quit
in Cleveland.

"Winter time was coming on so that I got another domestic
job for a rich man. I was the cook. I didn't know how to
cook American food very well, but it was not hard to learn.

I have always liked to cook since then and +still do it at
home when I have the time. During that winder I read more
aboui Amerisa. I had to buy cheap books and magazines and a
1ot of the stories mfxt were about the wild west. This
filled my imagination so I thought I would go there next,
It was a long way, but I did not realize this when Istarted

out in the spring. I did farm work and then worked on a
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railroad gang until I got as far as Denver., I did not see
many cowboys or wild Indians, but I saw thousands of cattle.
I enjoyed this trip very much and felt that I was seeing
the real America at last., On the farms I worked on, the women
were always friendzly and they cooked me good meals. I spoke
English fairly well so that many people did not even know I
was Japanese. They thought I was a Spaniard or Italian.

"After I got to Denver I decided that I had seen enough
of the west. I got a job with Mr. Moore who wwned a copper
mine there. He x®m®s was a rich man and I worked in his
home for a year. He just came out for the summer and the
rest of the yearx he would stay in New York., I got tired
of Denver so I decided to go back to Cleveland.

"I did odd jobs there. I had read many success stories
about Americans who had made a lot of money by inventing things
so 1 did not see why I could not do the same thing. In one
of thex places I worked in, I noticed that the ofrice had a
lot of trouble with the pencil sharpner., I remembered about
the one my uncle in Japan had been working on so I began to
experiment around to see if I could not improve it. F@naly
I was able to make it work a lot better by puttihg a cover
on it. I did not know what to do with my invention so that
1 took it to the Penecil Company. <They offered to buy it for
$6,000. . This was a great fortune and I thought I could live
a life of ease and travel around with that huge fortune so
I sold my invention and the company put the patent on it.

I trusted these people. Now I think that I could have gotten
a lot more for my invention.
"With my fortune, I decided to become a landowner and a

farmer. I bought a 60 acre farm and a lot of farm equipment

to put the land into production. I did not have any farm
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in my life, but I had heard that it was nothing to be a farmer
and that all I would have to do was to plant the seeds because
the land was so riech. I did not get any crop in that first
year. I went into debt to borrow money to imﬁmwve the farm
and bought some cows. I had hopes for the next year, but the
big flood of 1915 settled things for me. I lost everything
so I declded to go to Chicago as + knew a friend who Rad lived
in my home méighborhood in *okyo was there.
"When I got to “hicago I mede up ny mind that whatever

I werk did or wherever I went, I would have to work hard.
I was advised against going to Chicago because my American
friends thought that it would be too hard to make a living

' there. Dut I have always found that wherever I go to work
and I know it is going to be hard work, that is a good place
and I don't have no trouble. I did not think easy money was
good for me. ‘hen I am poor, all the american people help
me out and they are kind.

"I worked in the home of Mr. Me Murray for a while then

I went to work for Mr. Perie. Ile was a big lawyer and one of

the best friends that I have now. I worked for him for three
years. 1 wanted to become american citizen, but I found out
thet the government would not let me. This was big diwappoint-
ment to me because I had worked hard to be good citizen. I
thought that someday it would come if I kept on working hard.
When theWorld War (1) broke out and Amerieca went to war, I
wanted to joint the U.S, Navy a&s acook. At that time there
were a few Japanese in Chicago and the consulate office was
here. The Navy did not know whether to teke me in or not
because I was & Japanese subject. Mr. Petrie wrote to the

Conéulate here and asked them what 1 should do. A4 little
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By telephone appointment I called on the
Consulate of Japan at 122 S. Michigan Ave., at
about 2:00 o'eclock p.m., Tuesday, September 3,
1918. The Asst. Consul, Mr. Junpeil Aneha, whose
card is attached hereto, informed me that no
Japanese boys would now be permitted to enlist
in the Army or the Navy of the United States, as
they might be needed by the Japanese Government.
He said that they were to remain in their present
positions, and that although he cofidd not tell
exactly when the order might come, they would be
properly notified as to what they were to do and
where they wers to go.

I showed him the card of Iwagemi, Order No.

54, Series No. 3331, and he said to tell the

latter that he was to remain at his present place

until he is notified by the Japanese Government.

J.T. Pirie

Chicago
Sept. 3, 1918
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while the Japanese government sent me a letter telling me to
report for duty with the Japanese Army. I &id not even
answer this as I wanted to get into the US., Navy more. Japan
was on the same side as America in the last war so that every-
body were good friends for me. They always akked when I was
going to go to fight for Japan, but I did not think much of
this. 4already I was think ing that America was my home now

and I did not want to go to Japsn anymore.

"Just after the war there was a severe influenza epidemic

in Chicago and hundreds 6f people were dying. I got the
fever and it put me in the hospital for several months. The
hospitals were all crowded and they put us about one feet
apart. The first morning I was there the patients on both
sides of me died, They tumed black and their tongues were
hanging way down. I thought sure that I was going to die
too, But I was able to recover. It took me a long time to
get my strenghl back.,. It was only the second time in my life
that I had been sick.

"By that time I was a good eleetrical engineer so that
I got a job with the Scott Company at 4150.00 a month. I
worked there until 1921. That same year I got the job wilth
the Edison Company and I have worked there ever since except
for several layoffs due to the depression. I started out
at $140.00 a month, and worked up to & high of $250.00 & month
just before the depression. I get almost that much now.

"By this time, I was past 30 years old and I thought I
would get married. There were only two lNisei girls in Chicego
then. They were sisters, one 18 and the other 19. I was in
love with the 19 year old one and her father wanted to match
me with her because I was making good money and had a fine

job. wout b ese girls were very much spoiled. Because they
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were the only single girls all the Issei and other Japanese
went to visit them all the time and gave them presents.

They began to think that they w re high class and toc good
for the Japanese boys. I thikk it was the mother's fault and
she wanted to get & high position in the Japanese society.
The younger one was married to a bookkeeper in the Japanese

he
consulate here because ik®y came from & high class family

in Japan and his family had lots of money. Later he took his
bride back to Japan and entered the family business and he
made lots of money. The older daughter with whom I was in
love was married off to the brother of the Japanese consul
here. He came from & high class family,hut he did not return
to Japan., He stayed here and raised his family and had a
good business.

"411 of the single Japanese were very disappointed that
they had lost out, but I was the only one that was hea t-
broken., I did not know what to do without her. Her father
offered to send for a pieture bride for me, but I did not
like that because I told him that I would have to see the
girl first befofe I could love and marry her. He said thak
love would come after I was married, but I did not believe
that. I remembered how my father did not love my mother so

that I was ot a product of love and this caused me to have

a very unhappy childhood in Japan.

"About this time, I met Beceilaw She was working in

the same company with me. She was kind and warm hearted and
I soon fell in love with her. After I was broken hearted,

I decided to leave the Japanese groups. Ceceila and 1
decided to get married. It was the happyest day of my life

after I marry. I believe that if there was not & god, I never
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have come through with all my trials. I never forget that.
That's why I go to Church all time.
"After I got marry I move out here 1to this house. My wife's
mother leave the house to her and her brother and sister. The
house was built by my father in law. He used to be & building

contractor and this house was one of the first built out this

way. Now I tell you something that will surprise you. My
wife is the best women in the world and 1t 1s hard to under-
stand how she cculd have such a no good brother and sister.
For meny years my mother in law 1ive with us. he don't have
much money so that I pay her $40.00 a month all time until

che die about seven years ago. The son and daughter don'?t
give her nothing. After I give her so much, she said that she
was going to leave house to me, but it is not down in writing

so that after she die my wife and her brother and sister

get the house. That is all right with me. But the brother

and sister very selfish. They do not pay Tor any of the
funeral expense so that I pald 1t all. I have respect far
the old people who die. They do not care. And right away,
they try to blackmail me. They live one upstairs and one
dwonstairs in this house, but when it comes times to pay
the taxes, they will not do it. They want me to pay
everything so that I pay over $160.00 a year for the

At the samé time, they rent paTt of their rooms out to
roomers and they keep all of the money. The brother is a
no good and he never aid work. +~inally, he asked me to buy
his share out. That is not right, but I do it in order to

prevent the trouble. The sister now wants me to buy her eut

but she asks too much. She has been getting about +80.00
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a month for renting the upstairs out, but she will pay for
part of the house tax. She just lives in one room up there
now. I am getting tired of it so that I plan to move out
affer Myra (daughter) goes to Oberlin. ¥We will not nedd a
big place like this so that we will move to a small apartment.
Then I will rent this place out so that I can get smme income
from it too since I pay all of the taxes anyway.

"We have been very happy here and I try to bring up my
daughter right., She is very much American and I did not teach
her to speak Japanese much. We don't live much with the
Japanese things, but I have a certein appreciation for the
Japanese culture. I read some Japanese books, but most of
the books in my library here are American. Myra blays that
piano there. Ever since I first learned how to cook, I liked

it so now I do the cooking when I have time off from my work,

"We do not eat much Japanese food, and we never use the

nashi (chopsticks.). When I first marry, my wife almost
divorece me becsuse I bring 100 pound rice and 100 pound dried
shrigps home. Every time she go to kitehen, she would take

a handful of dried shrimps and throw it out of the window.
And she would give all the rice away. But after while she
got to like the rice and now thet is ebout the only Japanese
food that we have,

"One time I opened up & restaurant, but it was not a big
success. It was during the depression. I had a good job
until then, but I ¥ost a lot of money. 4B times got a little
harder, the “Yompany had to lay me off and I only worked one
or two days a week. I had to have more money for my family
so that I thought I could open up a eating place down on

°nd street. I soon found out that this was not such a good
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naighborhood. There mere many Italians and Irish down there and
they all worked out in the stockyards when they ecould. The
peonle were very poor so that they did anything to get food.
I let many people run up the charge account and then they do
not pay me so that I had to &® close the restaurant up.

"Depression was a very hard time. Everyone in this
neighborhood were hit hard and they had no money. It was
nothing to see people go picking around in the garbage cans
for foods I used to feel sorry for the little ehildren and
when.they came over with Myra, I would give them nickaas
and dimes to go to the show. 7They never forgot this and
we became good friends. When the war broke out, they were
almost all grown up and they were so worried about what
would become of *Mr, Yama'. It was through these children
that I got to know meany of their parents and I have always
liwed in peace with them. Most of the people were Catholics,
but that did not make any difference. They were all true
friends.

"I had to borrow money from one c¢f my wife's richer
aunts and this hurt my pride a lot., DBut she later told me
that I was the only one who ever paid her back the full
amount. I told her that bad debts makes the enemy and 1

want to be good friends with everbody and live in harmony.

This is the only way to\live. IT yvou leok Tor the good 1in

people, you will find out that they are human and you can
get along very well with them. It is too bad that all
people in the war don't do this. Then we do not have any
of the wars which cause so many deaths among the young
people who had much to live for. #“ut that is the way it

goes sometimes and you have to mai&e the best of 1t.




CARSON PIRIE SCOTT & CO.
CHICAGO

April 15, 1932

Mr. Yama Iwagami,
8527 East 64th Street,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Yama:

Please come in to see me tomorrow

morning as I think I have some work for you.

Yours very truly,

/s/ Robert S. Pirie




"Sometimes I think that the Japanese who were evacuated
don't suffer nearly as much hardships as what the poor
peoPle did during the depressioh. The government give them
good food, clothes, and shelter. We had to have just as many
worries and most of us did not know where the next meal wcs
coming from. I wasn't as bad off as most of my neighbors,
but it was a pretty hard time for all. I even did a lot of
domestic work when I was not on call at the company. It
was fo rtunate for me that all of my relativescand friends

were good to me. Even some of my old bosses that 1 had worked

for in 1918 worried for me. Mr. Pirie who has "been one of

my best friends used to let me &lean his house Jus't so that
I could meke a few extra dollars. I was just 'Yama',and
not a Jap,to everybody.

"I thank God because I was only real poor for one or
#wo years during the depression. After that I got my job
back with the BEdison Company and things were myeh better
for me. It was then my turn to help out some of my less
fortunate friends. My wife always says that <+ am generous
to the point of foolishness, but I like to stand by my
friends. I think that I did right because they all stood
by me when I had my next big trouble after the wur broke
out.

"I had been working along in the company without any
trouble, but around 1941 we began to hear a lot of news
about Fapan-US. troubles. This worried me very much. I
don't hate Japan, but I have been here all my life almost
and my living has been in this country. I never had any idea
of going back. That is why I did not want to serve Japan

in the Army during the first world war. I began to get
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worried because I did not know how it would affect me in my
job in case & war broke out., I was still not a citizen after
all these years in this country and therefore 1 was tech-
nically a citizen of Japan yet. DBut my heart belonged to
this country and L felt that I would have to work harder to
prove it. I did not want a war to come.

"It was a hard time in my life for the three months before
the war broke out. I lost 25 pounds from the strain that I
went through. Many of the demfense industries were changing
from steam to electrieal power just before the war and our
company had to supply the power to many of the se companges.
I was one of the five electrical specialist in our ocmpany,
which hired from 9,000 to 12,000 men and it was one of the
most difficult tasks to rewire all of our huge electrical
genera tors. Some of the factories would not allow me in
the plant because I was & Japansse but my company fokd
them that I was to be trusted. Finally they agreed to lel
me do the very responsible work, but they had some men watch
me so that I woyld not do any sabotage. It was very delicate
work Dbécaus e one crossed wire by carelessness could short out
the entire generator. I had to prove the company's faith
in me because I knew that all eyes were O me. I prayed and
I did come through. I finished the last one jyst before the
waT brokex cut. Rewiréng those eight huge gencrators was
a strain that * do not wish to go through again.

"T was under a great emotional strain when the war
news wes announced. A4t that time there was a girls from

Tokyo staying at my house. ©She was atiending the University

of Chicago. 4 couple of days before, she had received
The girl did

urgent telegrams to g0 home to Japan at once.
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not know what to do. She was so much against a war. She

said to me many times that nel ther side would\win if a war
ever came. At that time she was giving Myra some Japa nese
lessons because she felt thab there was a great opportunity
Bor the Japanese Americans in the Orient if th-y knew the
language.

"We were getting ready for chureh that mornimng of Dec.
7. The girl (Sachie) phoned and she dramatically @announced
to us that she was leaving for Japan immediately. *©he said
that she must go as soon &8 possible. We told her not to be
so excited and that we would see her after church.  Then
we went off to Church. We came home as usual and were eating
lunch when the phone Trange. It wes a caficasian friend and
ne asked if I had listened to the radio. I had been sO
nervous in the weeks befofe this that we did not listen to
the radio at all because 1% upset me so much. My wife
went over to the radio right away & nd turned it on. Then
we heard about the War. I felt terrible. I didn't know
what to think even though I suspected that it was bound to
come. We went over to see Mp. Sato who is now teaching
Japanese at Harvard to see Sachie. She was crying all XK
over the place when we got there. A1l we could do was toO
tell hef not to worry, but I was not feelins so good my-
self. My wife stayed 1o comfort her, byt Myra and I left
to come home. Cefore going 1 saw that there was many people
coming over to comfort Sachie soO that I did not feel that -
I had.to stay. I gave my wife $5.00 to give to Sachie
for her Christmes present since I @id not think I would be
one of Sachie's closest friends was &an

seeing her again.

American girl who hed taughttin the college at Eobe and she
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wac also over there. Sachie wanted to wablegram her father
in Japan to tell him that she was alright and for him not
to worry so that my wife took her downtown ancé they used the
$5.00 for the wire. By this time, definite news tirat wer
hed been declared had come out and Sachie almos t went into
a nervous Breakdewn. She said that all the young men were
going to be killed necdlessly.

"It made me so sad to see all the perscnal sorrow and
érying that I went home. MNyra was with me. I could not

eat. I just sat in the front room and wondered what was

going to happen next. I had the redio on to get all the

latest information. When my wife came home that evening
she found me in the cormer crying and Myra was in her room
erying. The vadio was blaring. We could not sleep that
night so that we all walked around in the front room. Ve
were so stunned and I feared them worse, but my wife said
that I did not have any worries. All that evening friends
phoned to offer us comfort. It wa&s then that I really did
ppprecimte all the friends that I had made during the twenty
or thipty years I was in Chicago.

"The next morning the Edison Company phoned and told
me not to come to work. This was a great sorrow because I
nad worked for them faithfully for many years. They said that
it would be safér for me to stay at home. Myra was full of
sorrow too and she did not want to g0° to school to face all
of her classmates. But later that same day, some of her
classmat@8 came to our house and they told Myra that the
other students wanted her to come to school because she was
the production manager of the school annusl. She went to

school then and nobody ever said anything to ever hurt her.




85

Later Myra found out tiat they had calldd a meeting and agree&
to send for her since she was not to blame for the war and
she was just as much as an American &s they were. Many of
these students lived in our neighborhood and they said that
they knew 'Mpr. Yema' and that he was & very good man. Tﬁis
mede me feel very happy when 1 learned about that.

"For a day or so after Pearl Harbor I did not go out
of the house. A1l I did was to listen to the radio. My wife
was very engry shat tre Compamy had laid me off. She went
down there to tell them that it would be very difficult for
me to get other work and she wanted to knocw why 1 had been
1aid off. They told her that the government had ordered it .
I thought if the government had ordered it, there was nothing
I eould do. But I worried a lot for my family. I heard that
many Japanese hed been arrested é4n California and I thought
that this was bad. I did not want to take any chances 80O
thet I burned all of the things I had written in Japanese SO
that I could not be mistdken for a sp¥. It hurt me deeply
that things had tumed out this way.

"We talked it over and we decided that the best thing
to do was to get letters of recommenda tion foom all of my
former employers, the neighborhood and the chnnch where I
attended. I knew many of the church people because I ha d gone
there every sunday and on Christmas time it was my duty to
trim the Christmas tree. I did not know if they would let
me do it this year, but the minis ter came and he said that
I was to do it as usual. *o the chureh people, I was just
Vr. Yama and not a Japanese that sta rted the war.

n411 of the people we asked were very happy towrite

(see attached.)

letters of recommendation for me.




209 Lake Shome Drive

Deec. 10, 1941

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that Echirow Y. Iwagami
was in my employ for several years prior to 1917.
At that time he left our employ to enter the T.S.
Navy but was unable to do =0 because of a severe
attack of influenea.

Subsequently my late husband, John T. Pirie,
secured employment for him in the retall depart-
ment of Carson Pirie SBcott & Co. as an electri=-
cian. He continued there for several years and
it was my understanding that he left thercto to
enter the employ of the Commonwealth Edison Co.
and has been continuously employed there gince
that timne.

In my opinion Mr. Iwagami is & loyal

citizen of the United States and deserving of
every consideration,

Yours very truly,

/s/ Sophie H. Pirie

(Mrs. John T. Pirie)




To Whom It May Concern:

As a neighbor I know Echirow Y. Iwagami and
his family for several years back, and have found
him to be a law abiding, steady and loyal person
and neighbor.

Mrs. Helen Finn
851 E. 63rd Pl.

I have known family the last forty
years,

Mrs. =dith Zahn

848 L., 64th St.

I have known 16 years.

I have known for ten years,

Mrs. A. Kasko

family for 10 years.

Mrs. Harry A. Malvihill
6330 Drexel Ave.

The names of those who are signed above are
all members of my church and their word can be
taken as true and sincere.

Sincerely,

Msgr. D.J. Dunne




THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Kimbark Avenue at 64th Street
Chicago, Illinois

Dec. 10, 1941
To Whom I May Concern:

Mr. Echirow Y. Iwagami, of 852% East 64th St.,
Chicago, Illinois, has been, since April 10, 1936,
a member of the First Presbyterian Church of
Chicago. He has been for eighteen years & resident
of our community and is well known to many of our
members.

Mrs. Iwagami united with this church April 27,
1904, and is active in our church work. She shares
regularly with the women of our church in Red Cross
work.

Their daughter, Myre, united with this church
March 26, 1937, and has been from early childhood,
a participant in our young people's work.

I have known Mr. Iwageami well since I became
the pastor of this church eight years ago. On the
basis of my personal acquaintance with him during
this time, I am glad to vouch for his integrity,
his Christian charscter and his enthu$iastic and
thorough-going loyalty to the United States, which
has for so long been his home. All of us ®Who know
Mr. Iwagami and his family hold them in ieed@ high
esteem and in grateful personal friendship.

Yours truly,

/s/ Harold Leonard Bowman,
Minister




HISTORY OF ECHIROW Y. IWAGANI, RESIDING AT
8525 Kast 64th Street, Chicago

S e T G5 WD G GG G S e Wy

Irvagami ocame to this country in 1907 from England, having
spent some time at Oxford Unlversity. He came to Chicago in 1913
and commenced to work for John T, Pirie at Lake Forest, during
which time he studied eleotrical engineering. In 1917 he went to
vwork for Carson, Pirle “cott & Company as an electrician., Before
taking this position he made application to join the United
“tates Navy, but before being 1nduc§ed he was striken with a
severe attack of influenga and consequently did not join the navy.
From 1917 to 1923 he worked for Carson, Pirie Scott & Companye
In 1923 he went into the employ of Commonwealth Edison Company as

an eleetrician, and for the first two years he was steward on MNr.

Insull's yacht in the summer time and worked for the !dison Come

pany in the winter. Aftcr the expération of this two year
priod he was given a permanent position with the Edison Company
and worked there steadily from September 1l2th to April 4, 1937,
when due to slack times he was laid off until Mareh 27, 1933
when he again entered the employ of the Edison Company and has
been engaged there steadily sin-e that times. His immediate
superior at the L. ieon Company was Mr, A.Ls Kuhn, w! ose telephone
numter is Randolph 1200,

Mre Iwvagami is well recommended by his employer and has
rendered faithful and effiedent service.

In 1923 he married Miss Cecilia 4llen., They have one

daughter, Myra, age sixte:n years, now a Jjunior in the Hyde Park
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high school. Iwagami is a member of the First Presbyterian

Church, Kimbark Avenue at 64th Street. His wife has been active
in chureh work and has been working for the Red Cross producing
garments for the Bundles for Britain,

I attach to this memorandum a copy of a letter from Rev.
Harold Leonard Bowman, minister of the First Presbyterian Church
above mentioned.

I also attach a letter from Monsignor Dennis J. Dunn, who is
the priest of the Holy Cross parish at 65th Street and Maryland
Avenue certifying that the names of the neighbors of Iwagami in
the memorandum testifying as to his good character and loyalty
are members of Monsignor Dunn's church. Attached hereto also is
a copy of a letter from Mrs. John T. Pirie.

On occasion Iwagami hés worked for Silas H. Strawn, 209 Lake

Shore Drive, who will testify as to Iwagami's good character.

Silas H. Strawn
38 S, Dearborn Street

Chicago.
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"T value these letters very much, because to me it is
proof that many Americans are good people. I have many
American friends and those that wrote the letters were only
a few of them. It is proof that even if you are Japanese you
can have mény American friends. I wish that many of the Issel
could know that, then they would not think Bo much about
Japan.

"Mhe war made me realize that I was still an alien
Japanese and this made me unhappy. My wife kept encouraging
me and she said that I was an American in the heart. “he
did a lot Bor me those days in keeplng my courage up, because
I was most discourBiged. She went to the President of the
company right away\and showed him the letters of reference
which I had. At the same time, we had sent a copy of these
letters to Mayor Kellyy of this city. The president of the
company said that I could not o back to work until the
FBI had cleared my name. Whéle she was at the office, layor
Kelly phoned and he told them to make & place Ifor me because
I was a loyal Japanese to this cougtry. On Friday, I got
the gléd news to go back to work and I only missed one week.
The @en in the company were Very good to me. I ed worked
there a long time, longer than many of them, and they knew
that I could be trusted. Meny of them said that I was just
as loyal as they were.

nWihen all of the restrictions came on the aléens, I
had tb turn in my short wave radio and all of my photograph
equipment. I had a special interest in photography soO that
{ had a lot of this equipment. (see later pages on his camera

{nvention.) At first I kept driving %o work, but after

December 31, 1941 I could not drive any more SO that I sold
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my car the following spring.
"At fipst I fadhowed all of the restrictions closely.

When the five mile restriction was announced, I thought that
I would not be able to go to work, but it was within the
city so that the FBI said that it would be alright for me to
go. 1 took the Loop everyday and I never did have any
trouble. Nobody ever stopped to question me. One suidday
one of the church members invited my family to go up to
Williemette to visit them. I did not know if I would be
able to go that far. My wife phoned the FBI office and
asked them and they said that I could go. Anytime I had &
doubt about anything, I would contact the FBI and things
worked out smoothyly. After the war started, all of the
Chinese started to wear the 'I am a Chinese' buttons, but
I d4id nbd think that was right. I was proud of being a
Japanese, but I thought of myself more as an American ané
I thought that the Chinese should do the same thing.

"Once my daughter had a little difficulty. She was
going to go shopping with one of her school friends on the
Saturdgy after the war started. When she went to get on the
IC train, she was stopped. They asked her for her button.
Then she said, 'What Button?' They told her timt she
had to to have a button to show if she were Chinese or
Japanese. MNyra got angry at this and she told them that she
was born right here in Chicago and that she was an american.
They would not let her get on the train.

"My wife phoned the FBI right away end asked them if
buttons were supposed to be worn. They did not know about

any buttons. She was very mad and she phoned the IC railroad

company and told then that they had made a great mistake and
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that they should apologize. The FBI advised her to lmve our
daughter carry her birth certificate so that she would not
get embarrassed any moTe. They were sorry that the innocent
md to suffer with the guildy. It hurt me to see Myra having
to go through with this. She was an American and she scarcely
knew any Japanese people at all. Yot she was insulted
because she had Japanese blood in her.

"Maybe all this was gor the best because 1 am better
located now than I ever was before. I am making a very good
salary and I will be able to send my daughter to =mmoXx college
in the fall. I know who my friends are and I am now sure
thet shey will stand by me all the time. My friends know
where I stand too. I made a lot of new friends among the
parish people of Monseignor Dunne and in my own churech,

"Phe Japanese in the Pacifiec Coast had a very much
harder time than we did. I have never been to California,
but &fter the war started I heard a 10t about the Japanese.

I d4id not think that they were as bad as the radio and the
papers said they were. I was surprised when they said that
they were going toﬁevacuate even the Nisei and I began to
worry again. I did not know i1f all of the Japanese would

be sent to the camps. Some of the Japencse here thought that
everybody was going to be evacuated so that they begain

to pack some of their things away. My wife said that it

was foolish so that I did not do any packing. I felt very
uneasy for a long time. One of the things I worried about
was that some of the Filipinos here would go around and
harm the Japanese ,but nothing 1ike that happened. ‘e hea rd

that & lot of Japanese in California were killed by the

Filipinos., Not many of the Japanese aliens from here were
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interned, but they did take away all those working in the
Japanese consulate office and those working for some of the
large Japanese companies.

"I think that many of the Issel love this country like I
do, but they do dot know enough of the 4smericen people to
£ind out how kind they are. When I work for people, I mlwa ¥s
work with my heart so that I get to know the American very

well and make good friends with them. America has been

pretty good for us. Even the Issei in “a1lifornia make good

mongy. They were able to go into business and enjoy most of
the American things. They could buy cars and radios and
have a lot more than they woudd have had in Japan. In
Japan they would not e ve anything and they would only be
theg poor people. They are able to educate their snns and
daughters in the best colleges in the workd in spite of
the prejudice which some of the Americans have. They have
more prijudice now hecause of the war.

nThere are three men in my company who lived in galif-
ornia for a long time. Two of them were bkorn there. The one
who did not live there so long said to me that California
never did want the Japanese back. Byt the two real Calif-
ornians said tmt 'we want the Japanese back because they
work hard and they do a lot/for the farm crops of the state.'
When they ask me what I think I just say to them, "California
may have been hard on the Jepanese and do some Fun just
things, but Uncle Sam is pretty nice to us.' This makes
them feel good and they say, 'Say, Yama, you &re just like
an American! '

"Then I tell some of my American friends about the

camp life. I tell them about the Nisei soldier who went to
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camp to visit his aged parents and it was hot and =xdgx dusty.
He W% went through the camp and was discourageé& by the
dismal black barracks andi the miserable living conditions.
But when he sew his aged parents laying on the straw mats,

he weht with pity. My Americen friends then get m 4 and

they say that if such a thing happened to them, they would
tell the United States to go to hells Then I tell them that
the Japanese here are loyal because they understand, although
many of them leve become bitter and turned to Japan. I tell
them that most of the Nisei have not changed towards this
country and then they respect us all the more.

"Last summer, when all of the blocks in the city were

getting the Civilian Defense organized, I joined my block

and they made me the air raid warden. I am very happy about
this. My wife does a lot of the Red Cross wark and she helps
in mking bundles for Britain and teaches one of the Nursing
courses. My daughter has also passed this course.

Ou r Dblock did not do anything about getting a CD bulletin
board up so when it came time for my two weeks summer vacation,
I went to work and I put up a flag in the space next door in
the empty lot and put up a bulletin board., Then I mede a

big V in the middle and put a fence around it whieh I painded.
I thought that it was too bad that here we were in a wer am
tle t our block did not even have a flag up for the 4th of
July. I amaf an Alien Japamese, but i owe a lot to that

flag that flys out there. Everymorning and night I put the

flag up and down. I think that my heard is more in that

flag thah many people of the block that have American

citizenship. ZEverytime I put the flag up 1 say, ‘'Amerisa

nas been good to me and I owe it everything.'
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"When they sell the bonds, I buy some and I also go

out and tell my neighbors that they should buy some too because
it is for their country. I am sorry that there is a war,

but meybe it will do good. After the Fussia Japan war, the
Japanese had a lot more respect. Maybe after this war, the
white people will give moee respect. I am surprised that

so many people think that the Japemese are like animals.,

They d4id not reelize that Japan was modern amd prepared for

e modern war. They thought that Japan was too weak. Now

there will be a long war. I don't think that anybody will
really win. Jist lots of people get killed.

"The Nisei should not feel ashamed of their Japanese
perents. They should hold heads high and not give up hope.
They are making history and they have to mke a good record.
They did not e ve much chance Before the war anyway. "
think that they should get out of farming. The Issel worked
hard at it, but they did not get anything. I think to my-
self that if the Jepanese work so hard in the fields and
get so far, why could they not go into factories. They don't
get pensions on the farm and when they get old they have to
depend upon their children. There is more chance if they
go to other work. I hope that this tine the Japanese mix
up good all aver and there will be no more talk about
evacuation. I did it myself and I think that they could do
it to. You got to work with your heart though and trust
the people you know. Then you make life friends. They could
go into handiwork or machine work beczuse the Japanese are good
with the hends. A Nisei dentist could spread out and people
would come to them. It is a little harder for a Nisei to be

< dootor because this is personal and people will be a little
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afraid to Inve a Japanese touch them at first., But if they
are good at some thing, they will get the jobs. But tkey have
to be a 1ittle better than their American schoolmates.

"There are good Japanese and bad Japanese. <+ found that
out meny years ago. Mr. Sato was a bad Japanese. 1 knew
him when I first come to this country. He had a concession
in Pittsburg with me. At the same time lje got money from
the Jam ndse government to start the New York Weekly. Then he
was called back to Japan. +e went into business in Korea and
he kept writing me 1letters to tell me to come and be his
assistant., But I did not feel that he had the right heart.
After I learn that he is a millionmaire because he had a big

opium trade.

"Mr., Miura (confidentiul) also bad Japanese. I have no

use for him, but don't write what I say to you about kim.
He collect a lot of money fran the Japanese here for the
Insurance company -but he never turn it in to the company.
He keep it for himself and then he run away to California.
He is a bad Japanese and not to be trusted.

"lir., Oye is a good Japanese. +e was a chief draftsmen
for the Pullman Company and he drew stre mline designe for
them which they use now. When he died, the Pullman Compeany
closed work a half day in his memory. His daughter has a
law office downtown now. He would have gone much higher in
the company, but color was against him. But he work hard
and he get the ccémpany respect. He leave good impression
behind.

"Now it is very impoptant that we have many good

Japanese. If we get bad Japenese here, it is bad for all the

Japenese. American people won't trust nobody then. We Imve
work hard and not let this happen.
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"I know most of the Japanese who have been here long
time. But I do not know them too‘well. I have ne%er been
around the‘Japanese too much. Most of my friends were made
through my work and at chureh and I know lots of people re-~
gardless of race. If they are good friend, then I want to
make them my friends. It does not matter what race they are.
I've never had any special Japanese contacts, but I am meeting
some of the Nisei who are coming out. I don't go out of my
way to seek them out because my 1ife is more established and
I have many old friends. Friends.are friends no matter what
race they are. I found out my real friends when the war came.
411 my life here I have tried %o live like the other peepls.

When in Rome do as the Romans do."

Mrs. Iwagami broke in at this point to give her views.

The interviewer had an impression that 1t was through her
stronger personality that Mr. Iwagami was able to break away
from a closer adherence to the Japanese culture. Mr. Iwagami
still appreciates some of the more harmless aspects of Japan-
ese culture as will be pointed out later. Irs. Iwagami stated
her position as follows, inferring that this was also MNMr.
Iwagami's viewpoint. However, writer believes that he is not

so dogmatic in his view.

Mrs. Iwagami: "I don't see why the Issei cling so closely

to the Japanese culture. They should be more like my husband
and live like good Americans. The way we fleel is that the
Issei parenss wwe a great responsibllity to their children
and they should bring them up like Americans. They can't

do that if they follow the Japanese customs themselves.

Usually it is a very corrupt and degenerate fomm of the
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Japanese culture. They try to mix 1t with the American

culture and it gets all mixed up. I think that the Niseil

should be brought up the Amer ican way and they can always
read about the “ap&nese eculture later. Ve realiz ed long
ago that our child was going to live in this country so that
in her upbringing, we did not want to make her different
from the other American children., It is not good for the
Nisei ff the parents still clings to Japan., You just
can't serve two maters at one time. The Issel should lmve
spent more time l1earning English and mede stronger attempts
to avoid segregation. T don't blame them for that because
I pealize that it was nard for them with all the prejudice.
But the United Stdtes ijs & melting pot and there is a place

for Nisei in this process.

npAt+ one thme, the Japanese ipn this city tried to start
a Japanese school. But my husbeand was opposed to it. He
told the othe® Japanese that they should try to get thelr
children to be more American and to lose the Japanese face.
There is no sense of hanging on to the kimonos as it is so
out of place. I realize that it is a 1ittle harder for the
Issei so that is why I am not too opposed to the Japanese
chureh. In time they can do away with it when the Issel

understand English a 1ittle better. I think that this will

be possible.”

Vr, Iwagami then continued with his story: "Since the

war broke out, I have been spending more and more time &b
home. 1 am a home loving person and I f£ind many things to

do. We have our share of guests. Two evenings a week 1
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have to work at the Company. I have meny hobbies that take
up any spare time that I may have. For a number of years
I have been interested in writing children's stories. Some
day I may get some of them published. Most of these stories
I made up to tell to Myra when she was & baby. 1 am also
interested in working around with all sorts of gadgets and
I have fized up all the plumbing in this house for a nEREYXx
number of years.

"T used to read a lot but I do not do so much now be-
cause I do not have the time. My wife and daughter does
most of the reading. They keep up on all the latest books
and are very interested in the problems of the world. Far
many years 1 have been interested in tiny gadgets and I have
invented a few things. I have made several toys which are
now manufactured for children. About 1833 I became interested
in building model houses by using metal clamps for the joints.
I made several toy houses by this method. One day I showed
them to an American friend of mine and it gave him the idea
to use these metal coupling fittings for carpenter's
scafflings. I think he got a patent with it. They use the
same principle to make all the prefabricated houses now.

"Tn 1918 I got a pasent for inventing an attachment to

cameras. At that time the Graphie cameras cost from 80.00

to $100.00. I thought that I could make one cheaper. I got
two cheap Brownie camers and Dby attaching the parts to one
camera and adjusting the shutters, I was able to make a
graphic camera for about three dollars extra, After I got
my patent, 1 thought of mnufacturing the camera but I did
not have any money. The Eastman and other companies wanted

to buy out my invention. I asked $150,000 dollars for 1it.
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"T thought that I was going to be a rich man. But 1
did not know very much about the American legal ways. The
company that wanted the camera knew that I did not have the
money to manufacture it so that they kept negotiating. The
years went by and I sort of let it g@o. I had some idea of
making a lot of money and then manufacturing the camera
myself. The first thing I kxnew the depression came along
and then I was not able to do & thing. The patent ran

out in 1935 and then the Eastman company began to use my

invention. They how sell the graphic camera for $10.00,

"T did not feel too badly about it. I am a poor
buginess man enyway. 1 almost borrowed a lot of money
before 1929 to start a plant of my own, but it was very
lucky that I did not because the depression came along.

I would have been in a big debt then."

(attached is the copy of the original patent
for the camera.)
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Specification of Letters Pabeht. Patd. July 23, 1918

Application field May 2, 1917. ©Serial No. 165,816.
To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Echi R, Iwagami, a subject of the Emperor of Japan, re-
sidingz at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in Photo-Cameras, of which the following is
a specification.

invention relates to cameras and has gre for its primary object the
improved devices for properly centering in the camera the subject

my invention ig the provision of improved mounting
finding mechanism.
Other objects and advantages of my invention will become apparent from the
Pollowins description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings which
form a pa ? this specificdtion and illustrate the preferred embodiment of

1ken on line 2--

my invention showing in dotted lines

Pront elevation of my invention with the forward door remove
two lenses in front elevation.

ference numeral 10 indicates generally the containing box of a camera

“P:vi with a Porward door 1l and a top door 12. The top door 12 is pvibed

pivo as at 13 and may be elevated into the dotted line position shown in Fi
1 and t dmit of the opening of a finding hoed 14 from the folded position

hown ir 15 to the extended position illustrated in Mig. 3. It will be seen
that the fL?qln“ hood when opened is tilted backwardly toward the eyes of the
operator as he holds the camera in front of him in position to photograph an
object also in front of him,

B

)

Spaced slightly below the top 15 of the camera is a
apertured in its central portion to receive a ground find lass 17 which at
its eemb@al-pepbien-te-reeeive rear end is pivoted as at 18 and is eng saged by twe
coil springs 19 which normally press it upwardly abouu its pivet from thp heri-
zontal position illustrated in “'é. 1. Positioned below the ground glass 17 and
adjacent its forward edze is a shaft 21 engaged preferably at both ends by fric-

- e ]

tion pawls 22 which are spring pressed against the smooth surface of the shaft

a

hor izontal partition 16
ing
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to hold it against rotation. Cords 23 are gecured at one end to the forward por-
tion of the frame 24 of the ground glass and, ‘passing around the shaft 21, are
secured thereto. A handle 25 protruding outwardly of the box 10 provides means for
enually rotating the shaft 21, The vertical partition 26 is mounted in the camera
in spaced relation to the forward door 11 and carries the usual focusing bellows 27
and lens frame 28. Mounted in the lens frame is an ordinary camera lens 29 and
above the same, in a separate aperture 31, is mounted a finding lens 32 which is
tilted Porward at its upper extremity to give its axis a pitch at an angle to the
horizental, that is a pitch downward in front of the lens and upward back of the
lens. The axis of the finding lena is not laterally turned. A reflecting mirror
33 {18 positioned at a decided angle to the horizontal, preferably extendlng from
the bottom of the finding apertur“ 5# in partition 26 forwardly to a point adjacent
the pivoet 18 of the rroan glass, This reflector 3% ig positioned preferably at
an anzle o less than 45 degrees with respect to the horizontal partition 16.
B35 and 36 are shown the ordinary reels carr/1n3 sensit d fi 37, and

it will be understood that the exposed portion of the f '
proof partitions in any suitable mamner. At 30 i
movinz the lens frame 28, and thereby extending
shown the customary handle by whikh the film is = A T'- d of the camera
lens 29. 1In the operation of my invention the camera Porwardly
into the dotted line position of Fig. 1, fer sxamnle, in older to prOpe,ly focus the

t upon the film 37, the ordlnarj 5"Dduat,ﬂ scale for determininz the proper
focus being omitted from the dravings. The florward u_ltln of the upper extremity
of the findingz lens 32 causes the rays from the object passing through said lens to

e the mirror st points 41, 41 , 41 , and 41 at smaller angles than if the

lens were vertical and likewise this tilting of the finding lens cooperates
mirror, because of the low pitch at which the mirrow is 88;, to p*o eut
reflected rays (numbered 42 in Fig. 1) upwardly and backwardly witl
vertical so that their axis is parallel and substantially central
the finding hood 14 when that hood is in opened position. In order
iect to be photographed may be very clearly brought out upon the g
ahove described pivotal mounting of said glass is provided. By maninLla
handle 25 the shaft 21 is rotated against the frictional pressure of
8 22 and may be given any desired positioq a’ova the horizontal. Upon re-
easinz the handle 25 the pawls 22, by reason of frictional engajBement with
the shaft 21, maintzin the ground rlass in the r position to which it has
been elevated, the sprinzs 19 of erating - the ground glass upwardly
and the pawls 22, by their frictien, overccnin; h ndency of the springs 19 to
further elevate the ground glass. The opegator may th gecure a very perfect focus
of the subject upon the ground glass.

While I have illustrated and described the preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion, it is obvious thet one skilled in the art may make modifications thereof
without departinz from the spirit of the invention. I wish therefore not to be
restricted to the precise embodiment shown: except in so far as the same is limited
in the appended claims.

I claim:
l. In & cemera, the combination w g tilted finding lens and a reflector
for said lens, of a ground zlass positio: +o receive the reflected rays from the

lens and mounted for adjustment in the beam of light thrown on it.

Y the combina‘Lon with a reflector and a ground glass osi-
3 o i}
to recei: ays reflected ther m, of a finding lens mounted subs

’j
—~w
+ioned
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in the plane of the lens of the camera and tilted at its upper extremity forwardly
of said plane.

5. In a camera, the combination v s frame rarrjinf a camera lens, of
ng lens mounted in said frame wit pper extremity tilted forwardly with
to the vertical, a reflect ) oned in the camera behind said finding

1, and an adjustable zround gls mounted to receive rays reflected from said
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patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the
' . "
"Sommis#ioner of Patents, Washington, D.C.
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"Last week (July 24, 1943), I send to Washington for a
patent for my latest invention., It is a walter filter. I
have been reading for a long time about the polluted water
from the lake, and so I started some experiments to find
out how to purify water so that people can drink it and not
get sick. On south side the water is the worst. It is a
very simple invention and easy to make. This hose attachment
runs to the two inch pipe about two feet long., In it I put
white sand and charcoal. A find sereen in the pipe keeps
the sand in. As the water goes through, it is purified.
(Writer sampled water and it was pure and i$ Yamcked the
usuala fishy taste of Chicago water.) I think that I will
be able to make the attachment for 25¢. Instead of a pipe
I will use a glass tube. There ls no plumbing necessary and
anybody can put the attachment on by himself.

"I don't think that an alien Jepanese can get a patent
now so that my lager friend, Mr. Pirie, is getting the patent
for me. If the idea is any good, I will go into the business.
The prineiple for it is not new, but I have not heard of
any water pmrifyer like mine on the market yet. My wife
think that I have hit the 'jackpot.'

"My other great hobby is drawing. I don't like to tell you
all these things because you maybe thing I brag. (writer
assured him that he was being too modest as was the case.)
Anyway, I show you some of my paint work. Every year I
make Christmas cards to send to my friends. It takes me
about a month to paint all the cards. But I believe that this
is better than buying the cards because it shows Christmas

spirit more and it comes from the heart. Since 1929 I have

been painting my cards. I save one of each to give to Myra
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for souvineer. The motif of all my paintings is the pine
tree. Once when I was a little boy my grandfather told
me the story of the pine tree. These trees are like human
beings and they go through a lot of hard times. In 1929
my drmarf pine was sturdy and the water was running smootljly
by it. In 1930, the tree was bent way down with the snow.
That was the depression. Every year after that the tree
grew stronger and stronger. In 1940 it was a very strong
tree and the water was flowing smoothly once more, but it
was getting muddy.

"Mhen comes 1941. I started to draw the tree after the
war broke out. It is a bent and battered and broken pine
tree. Most of the green is gone. The water runs terribly
and swiftly. The sky has stom in it. Everything is on
rocks. I am very discouraged at thet time. But the roots
are still in the growmd.

"In 1942, there is much hope. The sky is more peaceful
and the tree is straight and green once more. It is a very
mueh calmer scene. 1t looks more like peace. 1 feel much
better last Christmas. Maybe in 1943 there will be no

more war; then I can draw & wonderful tree of peace. I

hope so."




Yherles Kilkuehi

University of “alifornie
Evacuation and Resettlement Study

August 2, 1048

irgs "lama" Iwagaml (real name,)

Although this case history dees not fall
exactly in the seope of our part of the
study, it is a good cxample of a good

ad justment to an intermarriage. This

brief section on the caucasian wife rounds
out the ploture a little, he writer is
under the impression that lirs. Iwagami

had the greatest part in the Americanization
process of her husband,

*he oase gives & 1iitle about her background,
gttitudes; and present home life,
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Mrs,"Yama" Iwagami is a slightly stockish woman, 52 years
0lds She has a sort of dullish red hair, olive complextion,
and rather fine features which give the impression of a cule
tured person. Mrs. Iwagami's maiden name was Ceceila Allen,
She talks readily, but is reluctant to talk a bout herself,
"because I've lived here in Chicago all my life and nothing
interesting has ewer happened to me." She gives the impression
that she 1s very happy in her home and the redationships
with hér hugho nd and child are excellent. Mrs. Iwagami has
a stronger personality than her husband. She appears to be
well educated and aware of world problems.

lrse Iwagami does not remember too much of the details
of her family history, ©5She was the oldest ochild in a family
of three children. For the first 13 years of her life she
lived down around 30th and Prairie. Her father was a caterer,
but little is known of him since he died while Ceceila was a
small girle Originially he was from llorth Carolina. nring
the Civil Var, hé® parents were killed in a minor skirmish
which took plage on ¥mxX their farm between the Union and
confederate foreces. MNr. Allen was then adopted by a Seéteh
Irish Civil Wyr Captain who took him to his home in Delaware,
Ohio.

lirs, Allen's father and uncle were among the first sold
ler to be sent to Fort Sumtner. They did not want to fight
for the Confederate cause so that they smuggled their

families out to lelaware, Dhio. Tt was here that Mr. and

lMrs. Allen grew up together and eventually they were married.

Later on, they moved to Chicago.
Vrses Iwagami does not remember the detalls of her ancesters

arrival into this country. .s a child it never occurred to




her to ask living relatives about it, and "before I knew it

they had all died aff." .

-2
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"The enly thing I remember is that;érandtathel lost his

heel in the Zattle of Brandywine during the Revolutionary Ver,
This i1s a sort of family story and I have heard it many times
from relatives who were living., I don's know how much before
the Revolutionary War, my ancestors came to this country.
Origindlly, one of them came from Portuguese North .fetoa,

But there are so many mixtures in my family-~Scotbh, Irish,
German, and even Indian., llow i1t is carried on with a little
Japanewe blood so that mort of makes us real americans,

domen't 1t?%?"

Although the writer did not inquire, therec possibly is
a slight llegro strain in this family history, but they passed
‘the coldr line years and years ago. This is only a guess
based upon her statement that one of her ancestors cume from
Portugaese lorth Africa., There is no physical features to
indicate that this is so except for the slightly enlarged
lips. In no way throughtx;:: the various conversations did
Mrse Iwagami identify herself with the colored group.

When Mrs. Iwagaml was a ohild, the neighborhood where she
lived (33rd and Prairie) was on the "edge of town." She has
fond memories of her childhood there, The family lived in
a bungalow type cottage,"with two acres of Srees, plants, and
lawns which was the envy of all our neighbors.” In a short
time, the family integrated ik 1itself solidly inte the comrunilyy
life there, The residents weré mostly German, Irish, and
Italian immigrants "who all worked out near the stookyards,"

Mrs. Ivagami recalls that her neighborhood was like a
small town, "Everybody knew their neighborm and al a girl, we
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would do a lot of visiting. On hot days we would stroll down
the streets and sit on the other people's povches. 4ll of
the families would know all about everybody else and they
would be greatly concerned if any of the area residents got
11l or had smme other misfortune. There was only one colored
family living there then and she was acocepted like anybody
else. She was the mother of Paul Dunbar, the famous NNegro
poet, and I can remember when the neighbors were all concerned
because they thought he was going to turn out to be a drunke
ard and turn bad."
irs. Iwagaml attended the Douglas Llementary School and

later the Vendell Thilips High Sehbol., 4t that time the high
school was the most exclusive in the eoipy. Gradually other
Negro and Jewish families began to move into the neighborhood
g0 that the old residents moved further south as thelr econ-
omie fortunes impooved. lirs, Iwagami's fRaxkkmrxwxsxaxssri grand
father was a contractor so that he went as far Bouth as
64th street where he and his brother built a home. Nrs. illen
and her ehildren moved out to this house "with the greatest
of regret because it was way out of tewn and there were not
many house around then,"

Mrg, Iwagami had art talent so that from the age of
twelve her mother sent her to the isrt Institute downtown.
She planned to make art her career so that she went to Oberlin
College in Ohio as & special student, Ier mother had taught
schbol in Ohio and she was able to send her daughter to live
with some of her reldtives near Oberlin,

After finishing school, lrs, Iwagami did not work for a
year because of her health. Then she obtained a position

as the head of the art department at Carsons Pirie Scott,
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which is one of the largest department stores downtown,
She worked here for over five years. Irior to this time, she
had worked in an art studio when she had interrupted her
education for one or two years, After she had worked at
Carsons for a few years she trmansferred to the Cloek section
where she vas a salesgirl. It was during this time that she
met her present husgband,

"Yoma wae the electrician in the company and he knew
everybody in the store as friends. In time I got to know him,
le was very good looking but shy. After we €0t acquainted a
bit, he began to ask me to go wmout to shows with him. At first
I did not want to go so I made up all sorts of excuses, but
Yama was persistent so I finally broke down. I made a date
to meet him by the cigar counter so that the other emplo;ees
in the stare would not find out, I 414 not want them to
laugh at me.

"However, when they did find out, they thought we were
very well matohed and thoy encouraged us. They all thought
a lot of Yama, We were encouraged so that we went out very
often, Yema took me to shows, dinners, and other places after
work, ¥When * took him out to meet my mother, he was courteous
80 that he made a good impressicn as a gentleman, Finally he
asked me to marry him and I did not see any reason why
we should not. My mother said that we could ocome out to this
house to live with her so that we did not have to do ay
househunting, It was in the summer of 1923 that we were
married. I remember the date because that was the year that

they had that terrible earthquake in Japan, Yama lost some

relatives in it, Ie sent over ,100.00 for the general

relief, This wae the first time I found out that he was 80




5
generous® Since then I have found out. He is always giving

things away.

"We were very happy after we were married and I have never
regretted 1t. Yama has so many fine qualities about him, In
1925 we had e baby. I settadd down to mhousekeeping and I
did not go to work again until the depression. I only had
7¢ in the bank when the Bank holidays were declared., It
wag a pretty hard time for us beeause Yams lost his Job, but
we came through fines I worked for a short fime in the
restaurant he opened up, but it went broke because Yama
could not get any eredit and he gave %00 many meals away
free to the poor people who could not pay for thems after
theat I worked for a while until Yama got his job back, I
got my old Job bagk at Carsons,

"liost of my married life has been spent in bringing
up my daughters luring the years that we lived here we
have developed close friendships with our neightors. I
have been a member of the Church for years so that I made
a lot offriends. Seven years ago Yama also joined the
Church, e never did like to jJoin any olubss At one time
he helped orranize the Japancse Christien Association here,
but he got out of it soon."

Mres Iwagami is a very devout chureh goer. She has
been a member of the church for over 30 yearss ‘he d4id not
attended services for a ong period until Myra started to
grow ups It has been through the Chureh that she has been
able to make many friends, The intermarriage has worked
out very well: The only time she had any serious difficulty
was jJust after her marrisge., She went down to vote in the

1984 elections only to discover that she had lost her
Ameriean oitizenship. Through the help of a publie officlal,
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her voting and citizenshipz privileges were restored to her.
She had to take out second papers before this was done,

For a short time after Pearl Harbor, Mrs. Iwagami suffered
a great deal of anxiety due to the laying off from work of
her husband. "I was rather frightened then beoause I knew
that he would not be abde to get another job being an
aliens DBut the Edf..uon Company is very cosmopolitan and they
were broad minded enough to take him baeck."

There is no doudbt where Vrs. Iwagami's political syme=
pathies lie. Even beforec the war she became active in the
‘ed Cross cireles, Che 1s also a member of a Woman's
Assoclation and helps out in the church choir at the
present time. At one time she belonged to a woman's
bridge elub, but she gave this up because she felt that it
was a waste of time,

ller present activities are chiefly with the Red Cross
and Churchs She does voluntecr work for the Red oross several
times a week.s On Mondays, Mrs. Iwagami works at t e
consumers desk in the Red Cross library. On Wednesdays she
works in rationing flling or whatever else she is asked to do.
On Thursday efternoon, she sttends the consumer's sewing
eireles OSundays, her activities are centered around the
church doings.

During the week, the family has many visiters, They
are chiefly lirs. Iwagami's or her daughter's friends. Prior
to the war, Mrs. Iwagami invited single indéviduals over for
Thankegiving and Christmes dinners. These were chiefly
students from Japan. In a way the family filled in a cultural
¢ap since one of its main a otivities was in tntroducing Jap-

.anese culture aspects to the American community. This was an
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unconscious processs The chlefl emphasis was on interpreting
the American culture to the students from Japan in order to
convert them. liot all of the family ti~e was spent in
oultivating Japanese aoqQuaintances as the majority of the
friends were caucasians. The daughter, Myra, had all
smerican friends. ©Since the war she has beoome acquainted
with more of the Nisel.

"Around April of this year," stated Mrs., Iwagaml, "We
began to know more of the Nisel who were coming out to
resettles We knew that they were lonesome so that we invited
many of them out to our home for dinners. I got the impression
that they were all homesicks I keep telling them that they
should make up their minds to settle down and not think abau t
California because there is only a sentimental attachment
left for them there,"

NMrgs. Iwagaml feels that her husband will work for the
8dison Company as long as it is there and then she expeots
him to get a retirement pension, ©OShe admits that a lot of
her red cross activities are done in order to protect him.
Every so often she goes on a bond selling eampaign in her
neighborhood. IHer husband is an air raid warden. the
feels that they are a lot better off now than they ever
were before,

lier other great concern is to get her daughter through
Oberlin, Myra is a very intelligant girl, 18 years old.
fhe had read widely and for the last year or so, she began
to take an intense interest in recial minorities. Frequently

she gives talks to young girls oclubs on the evacuation, It

appears that she knows more about the Japanese problems in

f the Nisei. She has studiemd the Toddn

Ameriea than moitwg
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Committee and other feporte closely in order to get the
background pleture,s One day a week she does volunteer work
by reading to the blind in one of the welfare apnéh B lor
a while last winder she did some volunteer work with the
Friends. Myra plans to take up either journalism or law
or a eareer. Che 1s a tall, fairly attractive young girl,
much more matured then most Nisei girls her age. She has
a great deal of poise and self confidence. I'yra was a little
worried that she may have a little difficult time following

a career because of her race, but "I will stress my revolutione

ary war ancestfy and that should do it." ©She is not xramd
ashamed of her Japanese ancestry, but there appears to be

a deliberdte attemnt to identify herself more with the
caucasian group, She 1s well integrated into the ocaucasian
group at thepresent time,

VMrs. Iwagami does not at‘empt to decide her daughter's
future. "I am very tolerant of the young people and 1 think
that they know what they are doings When Vyra was a baby,
Yama wanted me to be stricter in the Japanese way, but we did
not follow the Japanese way after I argued against it, Yama
then realized that Vyra was an American so that he has never
tried to teach her any of the Japanese culture, We fecl
that she can piock this up later,"”

The family has a very satisfactory home life, Nr,
Iwagami 18 interested in gardening and he has grown many
window plants which he gives away to his caucasian neighbors.
There is a piano in the housex which liyra plays. The furniture
has been in the family sinoce 1884 and it is very well kept
upe Mre, and Mrs. Iwagami do the upholstering themselves when
it 18 necessary, All of the members of the family reamd a
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great deal, There are severdl bookeases of current literature
in the front room, Some of the magazines which were laying
around were ieader's Digest, New Republie, Life, Christian
Century, Woman's Journal, and Harpers. Nrs. Iwggami is

particularly interested in reading religious booR® next to

books on race problems, fhena ere a few Japanese books in

the bookease. The only other Japanese objeot in the house

are the few art pleces on the mantle.
irss Iwagemi haw become well awquainted with the Proe

prietors of neighborhood storexr during the Jyears she has
resided in that dlstrict, The millmen who delivers the milk
daily has been & friendz to her for the past fiftcen or twenty‘
vearss Through him verious favers are exchenged, [o cbtains
hamg and butter for her without points in return for ninoy
repeirs én electric toasters, dtes A butecher named Joe gilves
her all the meat ghe requires for her household also without
meny pointss A Greclk grocorgman nawed Gus has been lmown

to her for the pagt twventy years. le gees thot ghe gets
canned foods at redused point valuesy lirs. Twagemi docs not
think that this is cheating beceause she does a great degl of
entertalining,

Yor years, lirs, Iwegomi has stored large quantidles of
food in the tacement, Iuch of it was canned, lipg, Iwvagami
has many shelves of canned frults which she has put up here
selfy At the time »r: tioning went inte effoet, she had 20
pounds cofecoffec, over 100 pounds of spuger, and 100 pounds
of fXowmm flour, and many bushels of potatoes in the basement
She has given much of the coffee away as gifts to the
neighborhood friends, An arrangement has also been made

with the nelghborhood cleanersg whereby he cleans verious




10

clothing erticles in return for repalrs to plumbing or elect
rical articles in his home, Although the nelghborhood is
next to a largoe shopping district, the people have suceecded
in bullding up a smell town atmosphere where nelghborliness

is stresseds The Iwagemis have become well integrated inte
this patterns The peorie of the neighborhbbd is comprised

of a moderately low middle income groupe It iz predominately
Cathole in religion. Recently there has been an influx

of defense workirs into the commnity so that scme of the
former golidarity has broken downs *ho Churches and the block
Sivilain Defenneo units have boen succesaful in keeping the
area falirly well integrated up to bhis poinmts *here are many
Itelians, Irish, Germans, and o sprinkling of Jows in the
ereas The legroes e completely cxmeluded although the linmits
of the colored sopgregated section is within two bloeks of

this aroa. lrs Iwacami considers her family es one of the

first familics of this neighborhood by virtue of being

pottled there among the 'Y st,

lirae Ivagami ig strongly opposed to & race t;he::tb of
ony sorts “he feels that the cvacuces have to be very cores
ful to eveid this donger as there will be a natural deslire
to live togethere "I think that azsimilation la ontirely
possibles I have noticed in other groups when they disporse
that they lose thegr physical racial charccteristicsy In
other words I think that the face changes with the
envivorment, end this ie true with the “epanese as for the
Negroess 1t i1s mach harder for the lNegro, but I don't sec
vhy it should be difficult for the Yepenese to besome more
acaimilated. .

"Singe I have mown the Nigel, I have been gre: tly ime
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pressed with the high level of edueation that they have had,
‘hey are all so embitious and most anxious to get ewoy from
the old of the old Japanese traditions which have held them
dovm in the pasts *hoy are a fine young people and I would
hate them to go segregating themselves off, This woudd be
a troging mistake, I tell all of them I sce that thisg is
really & fine opportunity for thems I want them to sceo things
in o different light, I don't chink that they ere particularly
bitter but there is a scared air ebout some of thems I would
like them %o Cakte ronewed courace and reallysstrike outs

"in the pust these lNisei did not have & chance working
for small Yapanesc companiess Now thoy esn really pet out
into fmerican companiess Bubt they will have to keer seattored
out end show thoe “mericans what they can dos No company ‘8
going to hire a great number of lisei, but I think thet 18
for the Dest because other wise 1t gots labeled as a Jap
factory or something like that,

"If the Japancse get inte a ghetto now, they eve going
te stop the essimilation rrograms That reons they will neot
makke eny more progress and all the ground that has been
gained will quickly be loste At first it will be & volune
tary movement into a ghttto, but soon i1t will be forced. That
is vhy we have so meny nationality ghettos in Yhicago now.

I think that the legroes have made a misteke in asiing Tor

colored teachers for #@helr schools because that means 1t will

never be possible for the school to gradually spread cut into

the wider city 1life. It becomes known as a "Nigger school"
end nobody elsc wants to go thores I don't like to see this
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kind of prejudice, but that is the way it always seoms to
turn outs I know that some of the lisel would rather live
21l together, but I think moat of them want to spread ocut,
:hey all say that to ue when they come te dinmer, They
think that this will be better for thom,

"here is one good friend of mine who uwsed o come over

- , W
a loty le was born i elifcrnia but he was & Buddhist and

he was more Jepenece than some of my fricnds who have come
here from Yapans “*his boy used to irribate me becausc he
would evrgue thet it was very necesse y for the Nisei to know
the #apanese vey besc-use they would never have & chance o
assimilate, Iyra got so med at him that ghe will not talk
to him anymores The young men has a lot of the Buddnist influences
“o never 414 see a Christian servies so I started to take
him to our church since thore ave not eny “uddhist churches
in Chicagos The first thing rhe sald to me after was thai
there was a lot afg 3 od things about Christianity, ihen
I told him that the same thing wes tyue for culturs, Since
. he wee a part of t is country, I suggosted that he live by
its ruless I did not wean for him to throw away all of the
“Yapanese culture, but I dld not think i1t wes neccssary for
him to eling to 1t when the western culbture had just as
mich if not more to offer,

"T never did think that 1t was necessury for the ligel
to learn Japanese; but since the war I have thought that .
maybe it would be a good thing to knows Thore will be & lot
of work for Nisei to do in Japan to help with the reconsmtruction,
But thet 18 only foér a few, liost of them will stey right
here and lose themselves in “merica,

"It 18 time now for all the Japanese and even the Kibed
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to take on more of the gustoms of this counbrys I tell the
Bisel thet tholr pavents should at least give 1t a trieal,
:he Igsel out here did ond they are in agrcement that this
i thoe only waye A lot of them think that 18 is possible
for the Japanes: to be essimilated although they tend to want
to oling to the Japenase racial identity,

"There has been some good cases of assimilation out heres

One of the best cases was the Christian Nisei gi 1 who married

an orthodox Jews They mer-ied each other a2 individuals and

not for the race or ecreed, 1 have a Catholic woman living
upstegPe in my houses A few doors down there 1s o Jewish
fanily, Ve all get a2long fine and there is no church
conflicts, Religion should not be narrows After all, it 1s
only man made and as long cs we worship a God that is all
that matters,

"Yema thinks that the Japanese have too many ideas aboub
racial prejudices ie says that the Nisel did not know what
was going on the other slde of the mountains so that they
were surprised when they came out Bhere to find that there
ere race problems out heres <he Nisel should not try to feel
superior to these groups lilie the Negro, Yhinese and Jeowm.

‘hey are out here to make the most af an opportunity a nd
they have to be tolerant sbout the otherss "

"The Church 1s very good for the Yepancse besause it
teaches them about the brotherhoed of mens I have been taking
some of the new Nisel to my chiirch, but I don't do 1t any morel
Last sunday there were 15 Japenese in our church, Our tongreg-
ation weleomed them, but if too many come they will begin to
resent 1ts For a while, I would not care to see any move
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Japanesc comes “hey should go to some of the other churchess
it ie not because I am jealous of thems I think that they
aea goal class peopley but they have to be careful abeout
going ell togethor to one churchs %his way the feeling, if
any, is gradually broken down, Yama has done quite a bit
during the past five years in bullding wp a good impression,

"Some of the newcomers have clso contributed teo the
“hureh 1ifes There 1s o nice coupley lire and lirse One who
comes to our church, Illrss One 1s so frail and tiny that
all the church members are conccrned over hors e One used
to sing in a cholr in “outhern California so that our whurch
hos mekmit invited him to join cur choie, “hey cre even
willing to pay him to be the first tenor. He used to be a
first temor for the 8te Luke's Choir in Hollywood, lMost of
the Red Cross group te which I belong are also in our church
so that + get a favorable 1dee of the Japancse from the
talliing that goes ons During our last sewing meeting the
whole time was spent in talking ebout how to make livs, One
more comfortables One of the women remerked that Yama hed
a 1life time job in owr church fixing the lights for Christmes
and legter pagpmmksg festivals,

"Vama and I sterted the Christmam Eve buffet dinmmer
sustom in our neighberhood, After that we would adjoin to

the ehurch for the candlelight serviccs Each year the

group got larger and larger ond we would go from place teo

rlaccs Yama sald that 1t wes something like the Jdapanese
New Year's practices

"We have also gotten the church to send presents to the
camps for “hristmes, Last year they did not lmow too mich

about the Jepanesec, but we tell them as much as we cans
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I went around our block andtold the people sbout what &

mistake 1t was to evacwate the liisel and then toolk up a
collection of books from them, “hese were sent to Heart
Hountaeine liyra gets books from her girl's clubs and from
frimdds at schools The Church had a fall festival last

year and the price of admission was o Jift for a child undér
18 in Heart lountain, If only the old Jg anese could see
how many friends they had on the outside they woild not feel
80 bitter,

"It takes time to build up these g od contacts, There
18 a lrse le Murray that “ama has known for years, IHe lmew
her as a child when he worked in her parents home as o domestie
workers Yama is lirge le inrray's spéclal favorite, She s
elweys looking after his interests, She is Miral's godmother
toos Now she hes three children of her own, *he wanted
to get a lllsel girlm so she asked Yama if he inew of eny, He
advised her to call the WRA,

"inally lirs, Melmrray got a Nisel girlx, The girl only
stayedo bout three wecks and then she Just told lirsg, el ray
that she was going teo resign becoause her sister had two
children and she ha! to help hers Later we found out that
the girl was very cultured and sghe had very expensive clothes,
“he had never done domestic worl: before, but took the gob just
to get out of the camp, She wase designer and she wanted to
go into business for herself.

"A thing like this does not ereate a good 1mpressions  rs.
lie Iarray evon began to wonder if the girl was doing spy
work because she acted so fumys I don't thin: that all of the
girls from the e.mps should have to go into domestiec work, but
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very few of them get such a kind employer like lirse lo Murray

who was willing to meke the girl a part of the family, “here

are many Nisel girls who can get & start by doing domestic worl,
June did not give the job a chances low lipg, lelurray has
hired a colored girl to take her places June felt that she was
degrading herself oven though she was given a private bath and
private guestgoom, *here was no heavy work invelved. “uch a
poed place like this cne 1s rares Even though June was sceepted
as an equal, she was new ho-e and loncly, “hat 1s why she quit,
Yame talked to her afterwardsand found out Lat the girl
hed come from a weelthy femily in Haweli and that she had rich
relatives in Japans, It 1s herd to hel: these kind of people,
because they fecl that they cre lowering thomselves, Yama
explained to lirse lic Murray all about the girl and said that she
had given the excuse about a sick -sistor with two children so
that she would not hurt lMps, Muurrays' feelinge. I still think
that the girl should have stuck it out for a while in suchea
good place, liany Nisei girsl ere treated just like servants
in other domeBtic jobsas

"It 1s by meeting these people thet the Nisei con give th
public a good impression, I was et the vationing board the other
dey and km the man there was very mad at the Yalirornia people
because he gald that one of the finest peorle he lmow was e
liisei girlx who had worked for him for a whiles

"hen L have the Niisel out to the house for company, I try
to give advise on these thingss I like their company here, but
we are not trying to know all of the new people who are coming
out heres We have an open house for 2ll of our friends. I tell

these Iigel that they con get along amywhers because most people
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are human,

a 1
. I don't kmow what the future holds in store for the

Japancsey, but I think that there is no need to worry to much,
They will get along and slowly be able toea ssimilate themsplves
1f they get theright attitudes and do not become too discourageds
Ag for our own future, I just don't think about ittoo mmech,
Yema will get a pension someday ond then we willretire, I
don't try to influence Hyra too much because I lmow that she
will do what she wants to do in college and be eble to
melte & success. She knows & lot o' boys and she is well
balanced so that I have the fullest of confldence in her,
"after liyra goes to Oberlin, we plan to move out to a
smaller placees I would like to get another house and I am
looking eround nowe A house and home means a lot to “ama
ond he would be gramped allup in & smell gpartment, e likes
to putter about the house and garden to f£ix up things., We are
not rich and we arc notk teo poors We just get bye, but +
feel that the greatest enjoyment in life is having o host
of real friends who ere willing to stand bye you in times

of needs I think that we have themy




