
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 
J une 3, 1943. DST. 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew I nt er v i ewer  

1. Name > 2. S e x 
4. Pr esent  addr ess 

Sexj  I  F 3. Mar r i ed s t at .M S D 

5. Lat er  addr esses Dat e 
«1 � 

� �� � ii  

6. Bi r t hpl ace 7. Bi r t hdat e T , 
8. Al i en or  c i t i zen 9. Ni s ei , K i bei  or  I s s ei  
10. Addr esses bet ween Dec . l , 1941 and evacuat i on 

(a) -  Dat e 
( b ) u 

(c ) 
(d) " 
(e) 

11. Assembl y Cent er  Dat e 
ii  � 

12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  Dat e ~ 
I I 

13. Addr esses bet ween t i me of  l eav i ng Rel ocat i on Cent er  and pr esent  
(a) Dat e 

~ " " " 

(c ) » 
14. Per sons l i v i ng i n househol d on Dec . l , 1941. Rel at i onshi p t o Re-

(a)  ̂ . ' ' i  f  } s et t l er  
(b) 

\  Ç I  
i d) 

<e> IZZZZZIZZZZZZIIZZIZZZI � 
~ — " 

<g> -(h ) ZZIZZZ ~ 
(i)  — 
(.1) � 

— — — — 

(m) 
15. Per sons l i v i ng i n househol d on evac . day Rel at i onshi p t o Re-

( I f  same as 14, ent er  s y mbo l , e . g . 14( a ) . ) s et t l er  
(a) : . 
(b) 
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Occupa-
t i on Dec 
1, 1941 

Gr ade compi  
Amer .school  

Educ . i n 
J apan 

15. cont i nued 
Age Sex 

Rel i g 
A f f i l  Bi r t hpl ace 

I f  i mmedi at e f ami l y (par ent s , s i b l i ngs , chi l dr en or  spouse) 
wer e not  i nc l uded i n househol d gr oup i n 15, because of  di f f er -
ent  r es i dence or  because deceased, gi ve det ai l s r egar di ng t hem) 

Rel at i onshi p Res i dence Age 
Name t o r es et t l er  ( i f  deceased ( i f  dec . Sex Mar . 

wr i t e "dec . " age at  deat h St at  

Educ . Occupat i on 
i n J apan Dec .1,1941 

( f o r  dec . l as t  
occupat i on) 

Gr ade compi  
Amer .school  Bi r t hpl ace 

17. What  member s of  househol d and i mmedi at e f ami l y evacuat ed t o-
get her  t o Assembl y Cent er  or  Fr ee Zone (gi ve symbol s used 
i n 15 and 16) . 

18. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (Gi ve 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16; i f  o t her s , gi ve sex, age, r el at i ons hi p) 
Upon ar r i v a l : 
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18. cont i nued -
J ust  bef or e depar t ur e t o Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone 

19. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  (Gi ve symbol s; 
i f  o t her s , gi ve sex, age, r e l at i o ns h i p ) . 
Upon ar r i val  : 

J ust  bef or e l eav i ng P r o j ec t : 

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Age 
( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h 

21. Changes i n composi t i on of  Househol d i n Chi cago: Not e depar t ur es 
by symbol  and dat es . Gi ve det ai l s f or  new househol ds or  ent r i es 

Rel at i on-  Res i dence 
Mar . 

20. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Chi cago at  dat e of  i nt er v i ew: 
(Gi ve symbol s; i f  o t her s , gi ve det ai l s ) 

20. cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ace 
Gr ade compl et ed 
Amer i can school  

Occupat i on 
Dec .1, 1941 
(f or  dec . l as t  
occupat i on) Rel i gi on 

Name 
Rel at i onshi p 
t o r es et t l er  

Res i dence 
( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "dec . " 

Mar . 
St at  
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21. cont i nued -

Rel at i on-  Res i dence 

(g) 
( h ) 
( i ) 
( j ) 

(10 
(1) 
(m) 

Dat e Name 
shi p t o 
r es et t l er  

( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "dec . " 

( i f  doc . 
age at  deat h) Sex 

Mar . 
St at . 

cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ace 
Gr ade compi . 
Amer .school  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec . 1j 1941 
(f or  dec . l as t  
occupat i on) Rel i gi on 

(to)' 
(c )� 
(a)" 
(0)' 
(f ) ' 
(g)' 

(h) 
(1)' 
(J)' 

(k ) 
( l ) ' 
(m)' 

El ement ar y school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 
C � . t  f  i  ?V 

x V 

Grammar  school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

Hi gh school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 

Co l l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  
school s (name and l oc at i on) Dat es 

Gr ade 
compl et ed Degr ee 

� ' T'- "l  " 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 
schoo l , l ocat i on Dat es 

W-



Nat ur e of  .job Type of  i ndust r y! Locat i on Fr om To 

At t ended what  chur ch Dat es 
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22. Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  
unempl oyment  by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuous l y and wr i t i ng 
"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  such per i ods . I nc l ude empl oy-
ment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  and cont i nue 
wi t h empl oyment  s i nce r es et t l i ng. 

Reason 
Dat es .f o r  t er -

mi nat i on 

23. Rel i gi ous connect i ons (begi n wi t h f i r s t , i nc l ude assembl y 
ent er  and Rel ocat i on pr oj ec t  and st at us af t er  r eset t l ement ) 

24. P o l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es par t y 



Char l es Ki kuchi  
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy 
U. of  Cal i f o r n i a. 

CH- 5 

I c hi r o "Yama" I wagami  

Mr . I wagami  i s an ol d t i me Chi cago 
r es i dent . He i s mar r i ed t o a caucas i an 
woman and he has a daught er , 16 year s 
o l d. Thi s i s hi s r eal  name and t he name 
wi l l  have t o he changed f or  the pur poses 
of  t he St udy. 

Mr . I wagami  i s an el ec t r i c al  engi neer  by 
pr o f es s i on. The case hi s t or y i s i nt er est -
i ng f r om t he poi nt  of  vi ew t hat  h i s pr ocess 
of  Amer i cani zat i on has been achi eved to 
a r emar kabl e degr ee. He does not  have 
any of  t he usual  I s s ei  c har ac t er i s t i c s . 
Hi s speak i ng Engl i s h i s ver y good. The 
quot at i ons ar e not  exac t l y ver bat i m as 
Mr . I wagami  has some aec ul ar i t i es of  sp eech 
I t  i s not  t oo no t i c eabl e. The wr i t er  
at t empt ed t o r ecor d h i s st or y i n as s l ose 
t o t he exact  wor Bs as he t ol d i t , al t hough 
l i ber t y was t aken i n br ushi ng some of  t he 
gr ammar  up. 

I t  i s hoped to f ol l ow t hr ough wi t h a case 
hi s t o r y of  hi s caucas i an wi f e and poss i bl y 
hi s daught er  i n or der  t o get  t hei r  poi nt  
of  v i ew and at t i t udes . ' Si nce t hi s i s 
not  a case of  an evacuat ed J apanese, do 
you suggest  tha t  addi t i onal  t i me be spent  
on i t ? 
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Mr . I chi r o Ei chi  I wagami  ( t h i s i s h i s r eal  name, and i t  wi l l  

have t o he changed t o a pseuaompm.) i s a 55 year  ol d I s s ei  who 

has been a r es i dent  of  t h i s c i t y f or  t he pas t 30 year s . Because 

of  t he f l i f l f i cul t y of  pr onounc i ng hi s name, Mr . I wagami  goes 

by t he name "Yar n" I wagami . I n wr i t t en J apanese, I wa al so means 

mount ai n so t hat  Mr . I wagami  has t aken on mount ai n, cr  Yarna, as 

h i s name. Hi s o r i gi nal  name means God of  t he s t ones . He i s 

qui t e pr oud of  t h i s name as t her e i s a cer t ai n el ement  o f  Amer -

i c ani zat i on t o i t . 

Mr . I wagami , or  Yama , i s a r at her  t a l l  per son f or  a J apanese, 

s t andi ng about  5*10". He appear s to be about  10 year s younger  

t han hi s acut al  age. I n phy s i c al  appear ance, Yama coul d pass 

as a Spani ar d or  some ot her  r ace i n a gr oup whi ch i s not  wel l  

acquai nt ed wi t h an Or i ent al . Yama i s ext r emel y modest , but  he 

has a ver y agr eeabl e per s onal i t y . He speaks" Engl i sh f a i r l y 

wel l , much bet t er  t han t he maj or i t y of  t he I s s e i . For  t he 

past  t went y year s he has been empl oyed as an el ec t r i c al  

engi neer  f or  t he Edi son Company i n t hi s c i t y , bei ng t he <aly 

J apanese empl oyee. 

Mr . I wagami  i s mar r i ed t o a caucas i an woman and he has 

an 18 year  ol d daught er  who r ecent l y gr aduat ed f r om Hi gh sf chool . 

She i s enr o l l ed at  Ober l i n Col l ege f or  t he F al l  t er m. Mr . 

I wagami  owns hi s home on 64t h st r eet  wher e he has r es i ded 4i nce 

h i s mar r i age i n 1923. He i s r at her  r el uc t ant  t o t al k about  

hi msel f  as he f eel s t hat  t hi s i s concei t . Fol l owi ng i s h i s 

s t or y ; 

" I  was bor n i n Toki o i n 1888. i  w a s t he o l dest  son. Thr ee 

br ot her s and s i s t er s d i ed, and t her e i s one br ot her  whi ch I  

I  h ve never  seem. I  have some l i v i ng r el at i ves l e f t , but  I  



have not  seen any of  t hem s i nce I  l ef t  J apan. . I  do not  wr i t e t o 

a ay of  t hem al t hough I  di d f or  a whi l e. When I  was f our  year s 

ol d my mot her  di ed. At  t hat  t i me my f at her  was a Soda wat er  

manuf act ur er  i n Tokyo. He mar r i ed my mot her 's s i s t er  af t er  

my mot her  di ed and t hen he sent  me to l i ve wi t h my unc l e.At  

t hat  t i me, my unc l e was wor k i ng i n t he pos t al  depar t ment  f o r  

t he i mper i al  gover nment . However , he was more of  an i nvent er , 

he was a gr eat  i nvent er  t o me. F i r s t , he i nvent ed an enamel  

t o cover  i r on war e, ,J- 'hen j ust  bef or e t he Rufcfco- J apan War ,he 

i nvent ed a l ead penc i l . Fr om t hi s he got  t he i dea of  a f oun-

t ai n pen. I t  was a cr ude l i t t l e t ube whi ch had t o be sqeezed 

by t he f i nger s . My unc l ed dec i ded t hat  he woul d go i nt o 

bus i ness so he manuf act ur ed h i s pens and sol d t hem f or  t hi r t y 

cent s each. He al so sol d hi s enamel  war e. I t  was a bi g 

bus Mes s f o r  a whi l e. My unc l e got  a pat ent  f or  h i s i nven-

t i ons so t hat  nobody el se coul d make t he same t hi ngs . 

"Bus i ness was so good f or  a whi l e t hat  unc l e t hought  he 

woul d s e l l  h i s f ount ai n pen a l l  over  t he wor i d. He bor r owed 

a l ot  of  money t o make hi s p l ant , but  a depr ess i on came aEifeer  

t he Russ i an War  and he went  i nt o a l ot  of  debt . I t  was t oo 

bad. The J apanese peopl e wer e cr azy about  Amer i can t hi ngs 

t hen because Amer i ca had hel ped t hem i n t he Russ i an War  and 

f or  a l ong t i me t hey woul d onl ybuy Amer i can t hi ngs . My unc l e 

coul d not  s el l  hi s pens anymor e so t hat  he was i n gr eat  f i n-

anc i al  t r oubl e. He coul d not  t ake car e of  me so he sent  me 

home. I  was goi ng t o t he Chi daku r a el ement ar y school  and 

I  di d not  want  t o l eave a l l  of  my f r i ends . We wer e l ear ni ng 

many new t hi ngs ever y day. I  al ways l i ked school  and I  t hought  

t hat  I  coul d not  go anymor e. 

" I  went  home to my f at her , but  he di d not  t r eat  me l i k e 
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a t r ue son. My st ep mot her  l i ked her  new chi l dr en "bet t er  and she 

di d not  t r eat  me l i ke my f at her *s son. I chi r o means f i r s t  son 

but  st epmot her  s ai d t hat  I  was not  t he f i r s t  son anymor e. I t  

was most  unhappy exper i ence f o r  me and I  was sai d when I  

went  t o school  agai n. Fat her  never  car ed f or  me af t er  t hat  and 

I  di d not  enj oy home. Somet i mes he was cr uel  t o me and he 

made me wor k har d. He di d not  gi ve me much c l o t hes , but  g««e 

i t  a l l  t o t he now chi l dr en by second mot her . He had l ot s of  

f i nanc i a l  t r oubl e i n hi s bus i ness so I  dec i ded t hat  I  woul d 

l eave home some day and be gr eat  success . I n meant i me, I  

s t udi ed a l o t . 

"One day I  hear  t hat  f o r ei gn whi t e man was t eachi ng 

Chr i s t i an r el i g i o n. I  was cur i ous so t hat  I  s t ar t ed t o go 

wi t h t he ot her  chi l dr en t o l i s t en t o hi m. At  t hat  t i me a l l  

chi l dr en got  a penny i f  t hey woul d go t o whi t e man's chur ch. 

I  never  had any money f r om my f at her  so I  went  t o chur ch 

on account  of  t he penny whi ch made me f eel  r i c h. The mi ssi on-

ar y i n t he chur ch wan named Mr . Mc Geel  He was f r om Scot -

l and. I  had a good smi l e on my f ace so t hat  we became f as t  

f r i ends . Offcen I  woul d go t o hi s house af t er  t hat  and he 

woul d t each me Engl i sh and t e l l  me s t or i es about  h i s count r y. 

I t  was ver y happy t i me, and I  di d not  r egr et  goi ng home ear l y 

t o my har sh s t ep mot her . 

"Mr . Mc Gee t ol d me a l l  about  t he mount ai ns of  Scot -

l and. ĥen he woul d t el l  me about  London, t he bi gges t  c i t y 

i n t he whol e wor l d. He sai d t hat  he had s ai l ed f r om L i ver -

pool  and someday I  shoul d come and v i s i t  hi m i n h i s home. 

Af t er  a whi l e he t ol d me about  Amer i ca. He sai d t hat  t her e 

wer e a l ot  of  I ndi ans t her e and i t  was a new and r i c h count r y. 

He di d not  t hi nk t hat  i t  was as good as Engl and t hough, but  
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he t ol d me t hat  t he Engl i sh peopl e had made Amer i ca one of  t he 

best  and newest  count r i es i n t he wor l d. He sai d t hat  t hey 

had gone t her e because t hey want ed t o wor shi p God l i ke I  was 

bei ng abl e t o , and i n one hundr ed year s i t  had become a power -

f u l  and j us t  nat i on. I  t hought  t hat  someday I  woul d go and 

see f o r  mysel f . Mr . McGee sai d t hat  i t  v/as easy t o make a 

l ot  of  money t her e and t her e wer e many bi g school s t hat  t aught  

a l l  t he new sc i ences . Then he woul d t al k about  Engl and some 

more and he woul d t e l l  me t hat  h i s count r y had many ol d and 

wonder f ul  uni v er s i t i es wher e t he cul t ur e had been gr owi ng f ®r  

many hundr ed year s . He t ol d me about  Oxf or d and I  t hought  I  

woul d go t her e f or  my educat i oh. Many J apanese st udent s wer e 

goi ng t o Amer i ca and Eur ope t hen, but  I  was s t i l l  a young boy. 

Someday I  t hought  my t ur n woul d come. Then I  was not  so 

unhappy at  home because someday my f at her  and st epmot her  

woul d be pr oud of  me. 

w« 

" I  s t ar t ed t o go to t he Qi bi ya Hi gh School  and I  s t udi ed 

har d. Then I  woul d go t o see Mr . MCGee and he l et  me r ead hi s 

books on Amer i can Hi s t or y and he gave me Engl i sh l essons . 

By t he t i me t he Russi a- J apan war  was over , my f at her  went  

bankr upt . I  was s i xt een t hen and 1 had to qui t  school  and 

go t o wor k. Mr . Mc. Gee l ef t  f or  hi s homel and and I  never  

saw hi m agai n. I  mi ssed hi m ver y much. I  det er mi ned t o go 

t o Engl and and f i nd hi m once mor e. My home l i f e was ver y 

unhappy and I  want ed t o get  away. The onl y k i nd r el at i ve I  

had was my unc l es ' mot her . She l i ved acr oss t he c i t y and I  

v i s i t ed her  a l ot  a f t er  Mr . Mc Gee l ef t . I  di d not  go t o 

t he Chr i s t i an chur ch anymor e, but  1 had a gr at ef ul  f eel i ng 

i n my hear t  of  t he whi t e man's r el i gi on and I  f ol l owed i t  mor e 

t han Buddhi sm. 



"One day gr andmot her  asked me i f  I  wi shed t o v i s i t  my 

mot her 's gr ave. I  had never  known f ami l y l ove and t hose t hi ngs 

and t hi s was t he f i r s t  ment i on t hat  had ever  been made t o me 

about  my mot her 's gr ave. My f at her  had never  s ai d anyt hi ng 

about  i t . I  was ver y gl ad t o go see t he gr ave so t hat  I dr essed 

up i n my best  J apanese c l o t hes . I t  was a l ong way out  of  t he 

c i t y so t hat  we went  by t he s t r eet car . Y.'e went  t o t he cemet -

ar y and I  f ound my mot her 's gr ave. I t  made me f ee l  ashamed and 

sad because t her e was onl y one negl ec t ed smal l  t ombst one 

among a l ot  of  l ar ge ones . Next  t o her  was anot her  smal l  

t ombst one f or  my s i s t er  who had di ed as a c h i l d. I  f el t  

ever t $r i ng i ns i de of  me st op up and I  c r i ed on t he gr ave. Then 

I  pul l ed a l l  t he di r t y weeds out  and put  on some f r esh f l ower s . 

I t  was l at e bef or e I  f i n i s hed but  I  di d not  f eel  l i k ego i ng 

home. I  pr omi sed mysel f  t hat  someday I  woul d gi ve my mot her  

1 &ar ge t ombst one l i k e t he ot her s i n t he cemet ar y. 

Tt0n t he way home, my hear t  was heavy. I f  my f at her  car es 

t hi s l i t t l e f or  me ĥ&t eoi  t hen he does not  car e f or  me at  a l l , 

I  t hought . J ust  wen we got  t o t he edge of  t he c i t y , we saw 

a l ar ge cr owd ar ound a Buddhi st  pr i es t . My gr andmot her  

expl ai ned t hat  ever y year  he came to t he t empl e and gave 

l ec t ur es . We went  up t her e and l i s t ened t o s t o r i es of  h i s 
V 

t r avel s over  J apan. I  di d not  envy hi m because I  f e l t  t hat  I  

woul d go t o f ar  away l ands some day t oo. 

The P r i es t  t hen s t ar t ed to gi v e out  l i t t l e pat er  char ms. 

They had some wr i t i ng on t hem; t hey wer e good l uch char ms, 

when i t  came t o my t ur n, t he pr i es t  hel d me by t he har m and 

l ooked me gent l y i n t he f ac e. Ee asked t oy gr andmot her  i f  I  

wer e her  hon and she sai d no . T i en he t ol d her  t hat  I  was a 

ni ce boy ana t hat  I  had a l ot  of  char ac t er  i n my f ac e. Ke sddd 
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t hat  I  woul d go away and never  st ay at  hone, but  she shoul d 

not  wor r y about  me because I  woul d go t hr ough l i f e wi t h a 

smi l e and be a success . I  was sur pr i sed t hat  he knew about  my 

pl ans t o l eave home and I  f el t  t hat  1 shoul d go af t er  he sai d 

i t  was goi ng to happen anyway. 1 had a smi l e a l l  t he t i me on 

my f ac e. What  t he P r i es t  sai d gave me a st r ong i mpr ess i on. 

I  f el t  I  now coul d go anypl ace and no har m woul d ever  come t o 

me. Ri ght  away, I  dec i ded t o l eave home. Af t er  I  t ook 

gr andmot her  home, I  s t ar t ed on mfr  gr eat  advent ur e. A l l  ni gh t  

I  wal ked and by mor ni ng I  was i n Yokohama. 

, ; I  had not  any i dea of  doi ng anyt hi ng, but  my pl ans was 

t o get  t o Engl and t o see Mr . Mc Gee. I  di d not  have any 

money i n my poc ket s , but  I  was not  af r a i d . I  dec i ded t o get  

a j ob on a boi t  so I  coul d s ai l  ac r oss t he ocean. Af t er  a. 

f ew days of  hunt i ng, I  got  a j ob on t he NYK boat . That  boat  

di d not  go t o Engl and r i ght  away. I  go t o Nor t h J a .an, Si ber i a , 

Chi na, and a l l  over  t he Or i ent . I n Si ber i a , t he Huss i ans 

t r eat ed \ as good and we hel d ou£ heads hi gh because J apan had 

j ust  won t he war . I  was onl y t he mess boy , but  t hey t r eat ed 

me wi t h r espect  t oo. 

"We sai l ed a l l  over . Then one day I  got  s i c k . The 

doct or  sai d I  had t yphoi d. I  al most  di ed. They t ook me t o 

Kobe and I  was i n a hospi t al  f or  t hr ee mont hs t her e. I  had 

no money t o pay my debt s and I  di d not  want  t o go back home 

i n shame. I  was det er mi ned t o get  t o Engl and. Af t er  I  got  

bet t er , I  got  anot her  j ob on a t r amp st eamer  whi ch was goi ng 

t o Eur ope. I  was a l l  exc i t ed because t hi s was t he chance I  

was l ook i ng f o r . We wer e onl y out  one day , when a f t uge st or m 

came up. The boat  s t ar t ed t o l ead and t he capt ai n t ol d us t o 

a l l  get  i n t he l i f eboat  because t he shi p was goi ng t o s i nk soon. 



The wat er s wer e ver y r ough and some of  t he l i f eboat s sank. The 

on& I  was i n di d not  t ur n over . We dr i f t ed ar ound f or  t hr ee 

days because we l os t  out  way. Thr ee men di ed and t hey had t o 

be t hr own over  t he s i de. We di d not  t hi nk t hat  we wer e ever  

goi ng t o be saved. The one c l ear  mor ni ng, we saw a bi g shi p 

comi ng our  way. We t ook o f f  our  r obes and waved t hem i n t he 

a i r  t o t e l l  t hem t o come and pi ck us up. 

"The shi p f i nal l y t ur ned t owar ds us and we knew t hat  we 

wer e saved. I  was ver y gr at ef ul  t hat  my d*$s wer e not  br ought  

t o a shor t  and bi t t er  endi ng. I t  was t he SS Or i et  t hat  

r escued us . I t  was on t he way to Gl asgow wi t h a f car go of  

Chi nese goods . The capt ai n sai d t hat  he coul d s t a not  t ur n 

ar ound and t ake us back to J apan. I  was gl ad f or  t hat . The 

next  day , we came by anot her  J apanese boat  and t he Capt ai n 

t ur ned t he r escued men over . I  di d not  go because I  t ol d t he 

capt ai n t hat  I  want ed t o go t o n̂gl and wi t h hi m. He sai d t hat  

he needed a cabi n boy and he coul d hi r e me. he sai d t hat  

i t  woul d be a l ong t i me bef or e I  got  home agai n, but  I  di d not  

car e. My dr eams wer e at  l as t  comi ng t r ue. Thi s was i n 19Q6 

when I  was 17 year s o l d. 

" I  was gr eat l y sur pr i sed when t he capt ai n sai d t hat  hi s 

name was McGee. I  asked hi m i f  he knew my Mr . McGee, but  he 

l aughed and s ai d t her e wer e many McGees i n a l l  of  Sgot l and 

but  he woul d hel p me l ook f or  the one t hat  I  want ed. I  di d not  

t hi nk t hat  t hi s was har d t o do. He sai d t hat  i t  woul d be a 

l ong t i me yet  bef or e he got  back to Engl and because he had a 

t r adi ng shi p and he had t o go t o a f ew pl aces f i r s t . I  t hought  

t hi s woul d be a good chance t o see t he wor l d and I  was gl and. 

"We went  al l  t he way acr oss t he Pac i f i c Ocean. We went  t o 

a smal l  har bor  wher e t her e was a l umber  t own. I t  was a par t  

of  - mer i ca. I  t hi nk t hat  i t  was Por t l and. I  di d not  t hi nk t hat  
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i t  was anyt hi ng l i ke what  Mr . McGee had t ol d me. A l l  I  coul d 

see was a l ot  of  f o r es t s . When I  was t her e, I  saw a bunch of  

J apanese bei ng her ded i nt o a cor ner  of  t he whar f  and t hey had 

t o have bi g l abel s put  on t hei r  shoul der s . I  di d not  l i ke t he 

way t hey wer e bei ng t r eat ed l i k e cat t l e and i t  di d not  gi v@ 

me a good i mpr ess i on of  Amer i ca. 

"Af t er  we r est ed up a l i t t l e bi t  we put  t o sea agai n. Thi s 

t i me, we s ai l ed down t he P ac i f i c coast  and a l l  away ar ound 

Sou&hi  Amer i ca because t he Panama Canal  was not  made yet . Sev-

er al  t i mes we had t o st op f o r  f ood and wat er . - hen t he boat  

went  ac r oss t o Af r i c a and up t he coast  bef or e i t  f i nal l y set  

out  f or  Engl and. The voyage t oo& many mont hs and a l l  t he t i me, 

Capt ai n McGee was t eachi ng me Engl i s h. He l i ked me ver y much. 

"We f i nal l y got  t o Gl asgow. Capt ai n Mc Gee t ook me to hi s 

own home. Af t er  a f ew days he t ook me to show t o h i s f r i ends 

and t o h i s chur ch. I  di d not  l i k e t he Scot ch peopl e t oo much 

because I  t hought  t hat  t hey wer e nar r ow mi nded. They t hought  

I  was l i ke a st r ange ani mal  and t hey woul d a l l  t ouch me and 

exami ne my hands and f ac e. They had never  seen a J apanese 

bef or e. I  coul d not  hol d my head hi gh because t hey di d not  

t r eat  me as an equal . I t  was a ver y unpl easaat  f eel i ng and I  

di d not  l i ke i t  ver y much. My dr eam was t o go f i nd my Mr . 

McGee and t hen go t o Oxf or d. F i na l l y , I  l ef t  Gl asgow wi t hout  

any money and made my way to L i ver poo l . I n t hi s l ar ge c i t y , 

I  coul d not  f i nd Mir. McGee so I  dec i ded t o go t o London, 

ar r i ved t her e wi t hout  any money, but  I  l i ked t he Engl i sh because 

t hey wer e mor e f r i endl y . Ther e was a Mr . Yuki o Tani  i n London 

and he was t eachi ng J udo so I  l ooked hi m up and he gave me a 

j ob as hi s as s i s t ant . I  coul d not  save much money, but  I  used 

t o go out  t o Oxf or d and dr eam of  t he aafc when I  coul d go t o 

school  t a r e . 



"Oxf or d had a wonder f ul  campus and I  enj o;.ed many days 

out  t her e j ust  wal k i ng ar ound. Occas i onal l y I  woul d go i nt o t he 

l i br ar y t o r ead. I  di d not  have such good c l ot hes so t hat  

many st udent s woul d s t ar e at  me al l  the t i me, but  I  di d not  

mi nd. .hen I  saved up a l i t t l e money, I  went  t o one of  t he 

pr i vat e hi gh school s t her e. Thi s t s t he f u r t her est  I  ever  

got  i n Oxf or d, but  I  l i k e to t el l  peopl e t hat  X went  t her e, 

onl y t hey t hi nk t hat  I  went  t o t he co l l ege. I  d i dn ' t  do t hat  

t hough. 

"By t hat  t i me I  f el t  t hat  1 was never  goi ng back t o "apan. 

I t  had not  been to ki nd t o me and I  had a Har d t i me t her e and 

not  ver y pl easant  memor i es. Ther e wer e onl y 50 J apanese dn 

a l l  of  Engl and t hen and most  of  t hem wer e seamen. They di d 

not  i peak Engl i sh so t hat  t hey woul d come to Mr . T an i ' s 

p l .c e of t en and t al k about  J apan and how much t hey mi ssed i t . 

I  was not  l i k e t hat  at  a l l . I  «as enj oyi ng mysel f  ver y 

much. I  was a br i ght  boy and t he peopl e t hought  t hat  I  was 

a novel t y and t hey woul d i nv i t e me over  t o t hei r  homes and 

I  woul d t e l l  t hem about  J apan- good t hi ngs t hat  X di d not  

bel i eve so much mysel f . I  «as more i nt er est ed i n hear i ng 

about  Engl and. They t al ked a l ot  about  Amer i ca and X t hought  

t hat  per haps I  got  a bad i mpr essi on because I  di d not  get  t o 

see enough of  i t . They t ol d me t hat  Amer i ca was a wonder f ul  

count r y and t he par t  X was i n | onl y had a l ot  of  wi l d I ndi ans 

i n i t . Soon I  began to have hope of  goi ng t o Amer i ca agai n. 

I  l i ked Engl and, but  X had gone t her e to go t o Oxf or d and X 

r eal i zed 1faat  I  coul d never  gave enough money t o go t o such 

an expens i ve school  as t hat . I t  was wi t h deep r egr et  t hat  X 

deci ded t o l eave Engl and. Mr . Tani  was r et ur ni ng t o J apan and 
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t hat . 

" I  got  a j ob on an Engl i s h boat  i n t he engi ne goom and 

f o r  s ever al  mont hs we went  t o a l l  t he por t s i n Eur ope. We 

went  t o ~nt wer p, Sweden, and Russ i an po r t s . The cr ew wer e good 

t o me and t heymade a man out  of  me. I  was bad boy f o r  f i r s t  

t i me i n my l i f e , but  t he cr ew t o l d me t hat  i t  was nat ur al  f o r  

a l l  seamen t o go see t he gi r l s when t hey got  t o po r t . When 

we got  back t o L ondon, I  dec i ded t o get  on anot her  boat  t hat  

woul d go t o Amer i c a. 

"The SS Queen Mar y had as number  of  J apanese on t he cr ew 

and t hey want ed a boss over  t hem t hat  under s t ood Engl i s h . I  

was onl y 19 or  t went y , but  t hey gave me t he j ob. Thi s t i me I  

went  t o F r ance and i nt o t he Medi t er r anean Sea. When we got  

t o a po r t , -  woul d al ways t ake as l ong as I  coul d t o go see 

t he ol d wor l d c ul t ur e. I  was l ear ni ng a l l  t he t i me and I  

had a wonder f ul  exper i enc e. I  l i k ed t hi s l i f e of  t r av el i ng a l l  

over  t he wo r l d, but  I  t hought  t hat  I  shoul d s et t l e down soon. 

',hen J  was i n some of  t hose f o r ei gn count r y* my Engl i s h was 

no good. Ever y t hi ng was a s t r anger  t o me, but  1 l i k ed t o 

wal k ar ound i n t he seapor t  c i t i es and j us t  l ook at  a l l  t he 

ol d bu i l d i ngs . 

nAf t er  we got  back to L ondon, t he company f i r ed a l l  o f  t he 

J apanese c r ew. The c apt ai n s ai d he was ver y sor r y t o l et  me 

go but  t hat  t he boat  was goi ng t o Amer i can and I  coul d not  go 

because t hey di d not  want  any J apanese t her e. Th i s was a 

gr eat  di sappoi nt ment  because I  want ed t o go t o Amer i ca badl y . 

The Capt ai n t o l d me t hat  t he J apanese di d not  have such an 

easy t i me i n Ca l i f o r n i a . I  t o l d hi m t hat  I  was not  pl anni ng 

t o go t o t he P ac i f i c c oas t , but  he was s t i l l  a f r a i d t o hi r e 

me i n t he cr ew aga i n . 
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"At  t hat  t i me ever ybody was go i ng t o - mer i ca. Most  of  t hem 

di d not  have any money so t hat  t hey woul d v.or k t hei r  way 

ac r oss t he A t l an t i c . A l l  of  t hem went  wi t h hi gh hopes . I  

used t o see t hem get t i ng i n ever y boat  and t hey a l l  had such 

hi gh hopes . I  f e l t  t hat  I  had t o go t h i s t i me, but  i t  di d not  

make me f eel  good t o t hi nk t hat  Amer i ca di d not  want  t he 

J apanes e. A l l  of  t he J apanese I  knew wer e har d wor ker s and 

f cl ean and I  t hought  t hat  t hey coul d do mor e f o r k f or  Amer i ca 

t han some of  t he peopl e I  saw go i ng f r om Eur ope. 

"Af t er  many t al k s wi t h t he c apt ai n , he f i na l l y dec i ded 

t o t ake a c hanc e. He s ai d t hat  t he company woul d not  l et  hi m 

s i gn me on as a member  Of  t he c r ew, but  t hat  I  coul d wor k 

mysel f  o v er P l i k e t he ot her  peopl e wer e do i ng. I  was gl ad f o r  

t hi s chance. At  l as t  my dr eams wer e comi ng t r ue. I  wor ked 

har d a l l  t he way ac r os s and s i nc e I  knew about  engi nes , I  d i d 

mor e wor k t han most  of  t he ot her  passenger s who wer e wor k i ng 

t hei r  way ac r oss t he oc ean. 

"We came t o Bal t i mor e i n 1908. X was j us t  t went y year s 

o l d t hen and r eady t o s t ar t  a new l i f e i n Amer i c a . I  had t hr ee 

pounds t o my name whi ch I  changed t o $15. 00 i n Amer i can money. 

At  f i r s t , X t hought  Engl and was bet t er , but  I  soon l i k ed 

Amer i ca t he bes t  af t er  X had seen a l i t t l e of  i t . I  onl y had 

a smal l  bundl e o f  c l o t hes and I  di d not  know anybody i n 

Bal t i mor e, but  I  was young and f u l l  o f  t he advent ur esome 

s p i r i t . I  was not  ¿ven wor r i ed. As I  wal ked ar ound Bal t i mor e 

t he f i r s t  day , I  f e l t  t hat  my dr eams war e r eal i zed at  l as t . 

Ever ybody was k i nd t o me and I  di d not  t h i ng t hat  t he J apan-

ese wer e bei ng mi s t r eat ed i n t h i s count r y . I  de t emi n ed t o 

make mysel f  as much as an Amer i can as  ̂ c oul d. Bi ght  away X 
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dec i ded t o see Amer i ca. I  went  t o t he r ai l r oad s t at i on and 

l ooked at  t he t i me t abl e. I  Sound out  t hat  I  coul d get  as 

f ar  as Homest ead, Pennsy l vani a wi t h t he money I  had so X 

bought  a t i c k et  r i ght  away. That  ni ght  I  s l ept  i n t he par * 

but  I  di d not  mi nd because I  was f u l l  of  exc i t ement . Ear l y t he 

next  mor ni ng, I went  t o t he s t at i on and wai t  f or  t he t r ai n t o 

l eave. At  l as t  I  was on my way. Ever yt hi ng l ooked so bi g t o 

me. A man s i t t i ng me t ol d me some of  t he wonder s of  

Amer i ca and X coul dscar cel y bel i eve hi m. I  t hought  t hat  he 

was l y i ng t o me when he t o l d me t hat  t he bi g her ds o f  cat t l e 

and l ar ge gr een fer ns we passed bel onged t o i ndi v i dual  men. 

Then I  bel i eved hi m because I  knew t hat  ever ybody i n Amer i ca 

was r i c h. I  t hought  t hat  a l l  t he houses wer e so bi g and 

r i ch and someday I  hoped t o have one of  my own. The man t ol d 

me t hat  Amer i ca was a mel t i ng pot  t hat  t ook i n ever ybody f r om 

a l l  over  t he wor l d and made r eal  Amer i cans out  of  t hem. I  f el t  

t hat  I  was goi ng t o be one o f  t hem mysel f  someday. 

"When I  got  t o Har r i sbur g , Pennsyl vani a I  got  o f f  of  

t he t r ai n because I  t hought  t hat  t h i s was my des t i nat i on. I  

di d not  knew anybody and X suddei l l y got  ver y l onesome. I  was 

al so hungr y. I  di d not  know what  t o do unt i l  somebody came 

up and t o l d me t hat  t her e was a J apanese r es t aur ant  i n t he 

t een. I  l ooked ar ound and f i na l l y f ound i t . When I  t o l d t he 

owner  t hat  I  was hungr y and want ed some f ood, he asked me 

a l ot  of  ques t i ons . I  sai d t hat  I  had r un away f r om home and 

was goi ng t o st ay i n Amer i ca. The man got  ver y angr y and he 

sai d t hat  I  coul d not  have anyt hi ng t o eat  because I  was a 

di sgr ace t o t he J apanese f o r  r unni ng away f r om home and bei ng 

such a wi l d per son. I  di d not  l i k e t he man f or  sayi ng t hi s 

so I  l e f t , i  
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" I  had hear d how many of  t he J apanese st udent s wor ked as 

s t udent s i n Amer i ca so t hat  I  went  to t he newspaper  and t ol d 

t hem t hat  I  want edt o f i nd ©or k. T hey put  an ad i n t he paper  

f or  me and i n a ¿ay o r  so I  got  a j ob wi t h a Pennsyl vani a 

Dut chman, He was a bachel or  and he want ed a boy t o hel p out  

i n h i s home. I  cooked and di d t he housewor k f o r  hi m f or  t hr ee 

mont sha. Af t er  t hat I  qui t  because I  t hought  t hat  he was a 

di shonest  per son. He wagr  payi ng me ¿ 20.00 a mont h. The man 

was r unni ng a spor t i ng house f or  coal  mi ner s . I  t hought  t hat  

t hi s was pr et t y di s gr ac ef ul . 

" I  went  to P i t t sbur g next . I t  was a di r t y smoky t own, 

but  t her e was somet hi ng about  i t  t hat  I  l i k ed. The peopl e 

wer e al l  ni ce and human. I  r an a l i t t l e concess i on i n t he 

par k f or  a whi l e s el l i ng f ood t o t he wor ker s , but  I  di d not  

make much money. F i nal l y I  put  an adver t i sement  i n t he paper  

and I  got  a j ob as an engi neer  on a r i ch man's pr i vat e 

yafckfc.ystKfe yacht . Mr . Hi nes was a mi l l i onai r e and he t ook 

many t r i ps t o Lake E i r i e and t hen down t he r i ver  as f ar  as 

Cl evel and. Af t er  vj or ki ng f or  hi rqj : t he whol e summer , I  qui t  

i n Cl evel and. 

"Wi nt er  t i me was comi ng on so t hat  I  got  anot her  domest i c 

j ob f or  a r i ch man. I  was t he cook. I  d i dn ' t  know how t o 

cook Amer i can f ood ver y wel l , but  i t  was not  har d t o l ear n. 

I  have al ways l i ked t o cook s i nce t hen and - »- sti l l  do i t  at  

home when I  have t he t i me. Dur i ng t hat  wi nder  I  r ead mor e 

about  Amer i aa. I  had t o buy cheap books and magazi nes and a 

l ot  of  t he s t o r i es safxi  wer e about  t he wi l d west . Thi s 

f i l l ed my i magi nat i on so I  t hought  I  woul d go t her e next . 

I t  was a l ong way, but  I  di d not  r eal i ze t hi s when I s t ar t ed 

out  i n t he spr i ng. I  di d f ar m wor k and t hen wor ked on a 



r ai l r oad gang unt i l  I  got  as f ar  as Denver . I  di d not  see 

many cowboys or  wi l d I ndi ans , but  I  saw t housands of  c at t l e. 

I  enj oyed t hi s t r i p ver y much and f el t  t hat  I  was seei ng 

t he r eal  Amer i ca at  l as t . On t he f ar ms I  wor ked on, t he women 

wer e al ways f r i ends l y and t hey cooked me good meal s . I  spoke 

Engl i sh f ai r l y wel l  so t hat  many peopl e di d not  even know I  

was J apanese. They t hought  I  was a Spani ar d or  I t a l i an . 

"Af t er  I  got  t o Denver  I  dec i ded t hat  I  had seen enough 

of  t he wes t . I  got  a j ob wi t h Mr . Moor e who craned a copper  

mi ne t her e. He TCHSS was a r i ch man and I  wor ked i n h i s 

home f or  a year . He j ust  came out  f or  t he summer  and t he 

r est  of  t he year s he woul d s t ay i n New i o r k . I  got  t i r ed 

of  Denver  so I  dec i ded t o go back t o Cl evel and. 

�TI  di d odd. j obs t her e. I  had r ead many success s t or i es 

about  Amer i cans who had made a l o t  o f  money by i nvent i ng t hi ngs 

so 1 di d not  see why I  coul d not  do t he same t hi ng. I n one 

of  t he? pl aces * wor ked i n , I  not i ced t hat  t he o f f i c e had a 

l ot  of  t r oubl e wi t h t he penc i l  shar pner . I  r emember ed about  

t he one my unc l e i n J apan had been wor ki ng on so I  began t o 

exper i ment  ar ound t o see i f  I  coul d not  i mpr ove i t . F i na l s 

I  was abl e t o make i t  wor k a l ot  bet t er  by put t i ng a cover  

on i t . I  di d not  know what  t o do wi t h my i nvent i on so t hat  

- 1 t ook i t  t o t he Penc i l  Company. 11 hey of f er ed t o buy i t  f o r  

¿ 6,000. Thi s was a gr eat  f or t une and I  t hought  I  coul d l i ve 

a l i f e of  ease and t r avel  ar ound wi t h t hat  huge f or t une so 

I  sol d my i nvent i on and t he company put  t he pat ent  on i t . 

I  t r ust ed t hese peopl e. Now I  t hi nk t hat  I  coul d have got t en 

a l ot  mor e f o r  my i nvent i on. 

"Wi t h my f or t une, I  dec i ded t o become a l andowner  and a 

f ar mer . I  bought  a 60 acr e f ar m and a l o t  of  f ar m equi pment  

t o put  t he l and i nt o pr oduc t i on. I  di d not  have any f ar m 
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i n my l i f e , but  I  had hear d t hat  i t  was not hi ng t o be a f ar mer  

and t hat  a l l  I  woul d have t o do t fas t o pl ant  t he seeds because 

t he l and was so r i c h. I  di d not  get  any cr op i n t hat  f i r s t  

year . I  went  i nt o debt  t o bor r ow money t o i mp carve t he f ar m 

and bought  some cows. I  had hopes f or  t he next  year , but  t he 

bi g f l ood of  1913 set t l ed t hi ngs f or  me. I  l os t  ever yt hi ng 

so I  dec i ded t o go t o Chi cago as 1 knew a f r i end who l ad l i ved 

i n my home nei ghbor hood i n 1okyo was t her e. 

"When I  got  t o Chi cago I  made up my mi nd t hat  what ever  

I  sent  di d or  wher ever  I  went , I  woul d have t o wor k har d. 

I  was adv i sed agai nst  goi ng t o Chi cago because my -̂ rner ican 

f r i ends t hought  t hat  i t  woul d be t oo har d t o make a l i v i ng 

t her e. >̂ut  I  have al ways f ound t hat  wher ever  I  go t o wor k 

and I  know i t  i s goi ng t o be har d wor k , t hat  i s a good pl ace 

and I  don't  have no t r oubl e. I  di d not  t hi nk easy money was 

ôod f or  me. '"hen I  am poor , a l l  t he Amer i can peopl e hel p 

me out  and t hey ar e k i nd. 

" I  wor ked i n t he home of  Mr . Mc Mur r ay f or  a whi l e t hen 

I  went  t o wor k f or  Mr . P er i e. He was a bi g l awyer  and one of  

t he best  f r i ends t hat  I  have now. 1 wor ked f or  hi m f or  t hr ee 

year s . I  want ed t o become Amer i can c i t i z en , but-  I  f ound out  

t hat  t he gover nment  woul d not  l et  me. Thi s was bi g di wappoi nt -

ment  t o me because I  had wor ked har d t o be good c i t i zen . I  

t hought  t hat  someday i t  woul d come i f  I  kept  on wor ki ng har d. 

V/hen t heWor l d War  (1) br oke out  and Amer i ca went  t o war , I  

want ed t o j oi n± t he U. S . Navy as a cook. At  t hat  t i me t her e 

wer e a f ew J apanese i n Chi cago and t he consul at e o f f i c e was 

her e. The Navy di d not  know whet her  t o t ake me i n or  not  

because I  was a J apanese s ubj ec t . Mr . Pet r i e wr ot e t o t he 

Consul at e her e and asked t hem what  1 shoul d do. A l i t t l e 
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By t el ephone appoi nt ment  I  c al l ed on t he 

Consul at e of  J apan at  122 S. Mi chi gan Ave. , at  

about  2:00 o T c l oc k p . m. , Tuesday, Sept ember  3, 

1918. The As s t . Consul , Mr . J unpei  Aneha, whose 

car d i s at t ached her et o , i nf or med me t hat  no 

J apanese boys woul d now be per mi t t ed t o enl i s t  

i n t he Ar my or  t he Navy o f  t he Uni t ed St at es , as 

t hey mi ght  be needed by t he J apanese Gover nment . 

He sai d t hat  t hey wer e t o r emai n i n t hei r  pr esent  

pos i t i ons , and t hat  al t hough he c o Md not  t e l l  

exact l y when t he or der  mi ght  come, t hey woul d be 

pr oper l y no t i f i ed as t o what  t hey wer e t o do and 

wher e t hey wer e t o go. 

I  showed hi m t he car d o f  I wagami , Or der  No. 

54, Ser i es No. 3331, and he sai d t o t el l  t he 

l at t er  t hat  he was t o r emai n at  h i s pr esent  pl ace 

unt i l  he i s no t i f i ed by t he J apanese Gover nment . 

j \ T. P i r i e 

Chi cago 
Sept . 3, 1918 
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whi l e t he J apanese gover nment  sent  me a l et t er  t el l i ng me t o 

r epor t  f or  dut y wi t h t he J apanese Ar my. I  ai d not  even 

answer  t hi s as I  want ed t o get  i nt o t he Us . Navy mor e. J apan 

was on t he same Si de as Amer i ca i n t he l as t  war  so t hat  ever y-

body wer e good f r i ends f o r  me. They al ways afcked when 1 was 

goi ng t o go t o f i ght  f o r  J apan, but  I  di d not  t hi nk much of  

t h i s , al r eady I  was t hi nk i ng t hat  Amer i ca was my home now 

and I  di d not  want  to go t o J ap n anymor e. 

"J us t  af t er  t he war  t her e was a sever e i nf l uenza epi demi c 

i n Chi cago and hundr eds t f j f  peopl e wer e dy i ng. I  got  t he 

f ever  and i t  put  me i n t he hospi t al  f o r  sever al  mont hs. The 

hos pi t al s wer e a l l  cr owded and t hey put  us about  one f eet  

apar t . The f i r s t  mor ni ng I  was t her e t he pat i ent s on bot h 

s i des of  me di ed. They t ur ned bl ack and t hei r  t ongues wer e 

hangi ng way down. I  t hought  sur e t hat  I  was goi ng to di e 

t oo. But  I  was abl e t o r ecover . I t  t ook me a l ong t i me t o 

get  my st r engt h back . I t  was onl y t he second t i me i n my l i f e 

t hat  I  had been s i c k . 

"By t hat  t i me I  was a good el ec t r i c al  engi neer  so t hat  

I  got  a j ob wi t h t he Scot t  Company at  �150.00 a mont h. I  

wor ked t her e unt i l  1921. That  t ame year  I  got  t he j ob wi t h 

t he Edi son Company and I  have wor ked t her e ever  s i nce except  

f or  sever al  l ayo f f s due t o t he depr ess i on. I  s t ar t ed out  

at  | 140.00 a mont h, and wor ked up t o a hi gh of  v 5̂0.00 a mont h 

j ust  bef or e t he depr ess i on. I  get  al most  t hat  much now. 

"By t hi s t i me, I  was past  30 year s ol d and I  t hought  I  

woul d get  mar r i ed. Ther e wer e onl y two Ni s ei  g i r l s i n Chi cego 

t hen. They wer e s i s t er s , one 18 and t he ot her  19. I  was i n 

l ove wi t h t he 19 year  o l d.one and her  f at her  want ed t o mat ch 

me wi t h her  because I  was maki ng good money and had a f i ne 

j ob. ût  !;, ese gi r l s wer e ver y much s po i l ed. Because t hey 
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wer e t he onl y s i ngl e gi r l s a l l  t he I s s ei  and ot her  J apanese 

went  t o v i s i t  t hem al l  t he t i me and gave them pr esent s . 

They began t o t hi nk t hat  t hey w r e hi gh c l ass and t oo good 

f or  t he J apanese boys . I  t hi fek i t  was t he mot her 's f aul t  and 

she want ed t o get  a hi gh pos i t i on i n t he J apanese soc i et y . 

The younger  one was mar r i ed t o a bookkeeper  i n t he J apanese 
he 

consul at e her e because i k s y came f r om a hi gh c l ass f ami l y 

i n J apan and hi s f ami l y had l ot s o f  money. L at er  he t ook hi s 

br i de back t o J apan and ent er ed t he f ami l y bus i ness and he 

made l o t s of  money. The o l der  daught er  wi t h whom I  was i n 

l ove was mar r i ed o f f  t o t he br ot her  of  t he J apanese consul  

her e. He came f r om a hi gh c l ass f ami l y,l j ut  he di d not  r et ur n 

t o J apan. He st ayed her e and r ai sed hi s f ami l y and had a 

good bus i nes s . 

"Al l  of  t he s i ngl e J apanese wer e t eer y di sappoi nt ed t hat  

t hey had l ost  out , but  I  was t he onl y one t hat  was hear t -

br oken. I  di d not  know what  t o do wi t hout  her . Her  f at her  

o f f er ed to send f or  a pi c t ur e br i de f or  me, but  I  di d not  

l i k e t hat  because I  t o l d hi m t hat  I  woul d have t o see t he 

g i r l  f i r s t  bef or e I  coul d l ove and mar r y her . He sai d that; 

l ove woul d cone af t er  I  was mar r i ed, but  I  di d not  bel i eve 

t hat . I  r emember ed how my f at her  ai d not  l ove my mot her  so 

t hat  I  was &ot  a pr oduct  of  l ove and t h i s caused me t o have 

a ver y unhappy chi l dhood i n J apan» 

"About  t hi s t i me, I  met  f i ecei l af c She was wor ki ng i n 

t he same company wi t h me. She was k i nd and war m hear t ed and 

I  soon f e l l  i n l ove wi t h her . Af t er  I  was br oken hear t ed, 

I  dec i ded t o l eave the J apanese gr oups. Cecei l a and I  

dec i ded t o get  mar r i ed. I t  was t he happi est  day of  my l i f e 

af t er  I  mar r y. I  bel i eve t hat  i f  t her e was not  a god, I  never  
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have come t hr ough wi t h a l l  my t r i a l s . I  never  f or get  t hat . 

That ' s why I  go to Chur ch a l l  t i me. 

"Af t er  I  got  mar r y I  move out  her e t o t hi s house. My wi f e* 

mot her  l eave t he house t o her  and her  br ot her  and s i s t er . The 

house was bui l t  by my f at her  i n l aw. He used t o be a bui l di ng 

cont r act or  and t hi s house was one of  t he f i r s t  bui l t  out  t hi s 

way. Now I  t e l l  you somet hi ng t hat  wi l l  sur pr i se you. My 

wi f e i s t he best  women i n the wor l d and i t  i s har d t o under -

st and how she coul d have such a no good br ot her  and s i s t er . 

For  many year s my mot her  i n l aw l i ve wi t h us . "he do n' t  have 

much money so t hat  I  pay her  £ 40.00 a mont h a l l  t i me unt i l  

Ehe di e about  seven year s ago. The son and daught er  don't  

f ei ve her  not hi ng. Af t er  I  gi ve her  so much, she sai d t hat  she 

was goi ng t o l eave house to me, but  i t  i s not  down i n wr i t i ng 

so t hat  af t er  she di e my wi f e and her  br ot her  and s i s t er  

get  t he house. That  i s a l l  r i ght  wi t h me. But  t he br ot her  

and s i s t er  ver y s e l f i s h . They do not  pay f or - any of  t he 

f uner al  expense so t hat  I  pai d i t  a l l . I  have r espect  f or  

t he ol d peopl e who d i e . They do not  car e. And r i ght  away, 

t hey t r y to b l a c k mi l  me. They l i v e one ups t ai r s and one 

di st j nst ai r s i n t hi s house, but  when i t  comes t i mes t o pay 

t he t axes , t hey wi l l  not  do i t . They want  me t o pay f or  

ever yt hi ng so t hat  I  pay over  $160.00 a year  f or  t he t ax. 

At  t he same t i me, t hey r ent  par t  of  t hei r  r ooms out  t o 

r oomer s and t hey keep a l l  of  t he money. The br ot her  i s a 

no good and he never  di d wor k, f i n a l l y , he asked me to buy 

hi s shar e out . That  i s not  r i ght , but  I  do i t  i n or der  t o 

pr event  t he t r oubl e. The s i s t er  now want s me t o buy her  out  

but  she asks t oo much. She has been get t i ng about  ¿ 80.00 
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a month, f o r  r ent i ng t he ups t ai r s out , but  she wi l l  pay f o r  

par t  of  t he house t ax. She j ust  l i ves i n one r oom up t her e 

now. I  am get t i ng t i r ed of  i t  so t hat  I  pl an t o move out  

af t er  Myr a (daught er ) goes t o Ober l i n. We wi l l  not  ne&d a 

bi g pl ace l i ke t hi s so t hat  we wi l l  move t o a smal l  apar t ment . 

Then I  wi l l  r ent  t hi s pl ace out  so t hat  I  can get  smme i ncome 

f r om i t  t oo s i nce I  pay al l  of  t he t axes anyway. 

"We have been ver y happy her e and I  t r y t o br i ng up my 

daught er  r i ght , She i s ver y much Amer i can and I  di d not  t each 

her  t o speak J apanese much. We do n' t  l i ve much wi t h t he 

J apanese t hi ngs , but  I  have a cer t ai n appr ec i at i on f o r  t he 

J apanese c ul t ur e. I  r ead some J apanese books , but  most  of  

t he books i n my l i br ar y her e ar e Amer i can. Myr a f cl ays t hat  

pi ano t her e. Ever  s i nce I  f i r s t  t eamed how t o cook , 1 l i ked 

i t  so now I  do t he cooki ng when I  have t i me o f f  f r om my wor k. 

"We do not  eat  much J apanese f ood, and we never  use t he 

hashi  ( c ho ps t i c k s . ) . When I  f i r s t  mar r y, my wi f e al most  

di vor ce me because I  br i ng 100 pound r i ce and 100 pound dr i ed 

shr i mps home. Ever y t i me she go t o k i t c hen, she woul d t ake 

a handf ul  of  dr i ed shr i mps and t hr ow i t  out  of  t he wi ndow, 

n̂d she woul d gi ve a l l  t he r i ce away. But  af t er  whi l e she 

got  t o l i k e t he r i ce and now t hat  i s about  t he onl y J apanese 

f ood t hat  we have. 

"One t i me I  opened up a r es t aur ant , but  i t  was not  a bi g 

success . I t  was dur i ng, t he depr ess i on. I  had a good j ob 

unt i l  t hen, but  I  i ost  a l ot  of  money. A& t i mes got  a l i t t l e 

har der , t he ômpany had to l ay me of f  and I  onl y wor ked one 

or  two days a week. I  had t o have mor e money f or  my f ami l y 

so t hat  I  t hought  I  coul d open up a eat i ng pl ace down on 

42nd s t r eet . I  soon f ound out  t hat  t hi s was not  such a good 
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nei ghbor hood. 'Ther e as r e many I t al i ans and I r i s h down t her e and 

t hey al l  wor ked out  i n t he st ockyar ds when t hey coul d. The 

peopl e wer e ver y poor  so t hat  t hey d i d anyt hi ng t o get  f ood. 

I  l et  many peopl e r un up t he char ge account  and t hen t hey do 

not  pay me so t hat  I  had t o isfi  c l ose t he r est aur ant  up. 

"Depr ess i on was a ver y har d t i me. Ever yone i n t hi s 

nei ghbor hood wer e hi t  har d and t hey had no money. I t  was 

not hi ng t o see peopl e go pi c k i ng ar ound i n t he gar bage cans 

f o r  f ood. I  used t o f eel  sor r y f o r  t he l i t t l e chi l dr en and 

when t hey came over  wi t h Myr a, I  woul d gi ve t hem ni ck&eLs 

and di mes t o go t o t he show. '¿!hey never  f or got  t h i s and 

we became good f r i ends . When t he war  br oke out , t hey wer e 

al most  a l l  gr own up and t hey wer e so wor r i ed about  what  

woul d become of  "Mr . Yama*. I t  was t hr ough t hese chi l dr en 

t hat  I  got  to know many of  t hei r  par ent s and I  have al ways 

l i êd i n peace wi t h t hem. Most  o f  t he peopl e wer e Cat ho l i c s , 

but  t hat  di d not  make any di f f er enc e. They wer e a l l  t r ue 

f r i ends . 

" I  had t o bor r ow money f r om one of  my wi f e ' s r i cher  

aunt s and t hi s hur t  my pr i de a l o t . But  she l at er  t ol d me 

t hat  I  was t he onl y one who ever  pai d her  back t he f u l l  

amount . I  t ol d her  t hat  bad debt s makes t he enemy and I  

want  t o be good f r i ends wi t h ever body and l i ve i n har mony. 

Thi s i s t he onl y way t o' l i v e. I f  you l ook f o r  t he good i n 

peopl e, you wi l l  f i nd out  t hat  t hey ar e human and you can 

get  al ong ver y wel l  wi t h t hem. I t  i s t oo bad t hat  a l l  

peopl e i n t he war  do n' t  do t h i s . Then we do not  have any 

of  t he war s whi ch cause so many deat hs among t he young 

peopl e who had much to l i ve f o r . ^ t  t hat  i s t he way i t  

goes somet i mes and you have t o maSe t he best  of  i t . 
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Mr . Yama I wagami , 
852Ì  East  64t h St r eet , 
Chi cago, I l l i n o i s . 

Dear  Yama: 

P l ease come i n t o see me t omor r ow 

mor ni ng as I  t hi nk I  have some wor k f or  you. 

Your s ver y t r u l y , 

/ s / Rober t  S. P i r i e 
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"Somet i mes I  t hi nk t hat  t he J apanese who wer e evacuat ed 

do n' t  s uf f er  near l y as much har dshi ps as what  t he poor  

peopl e di d dur i ng t he depr ess i on. The gover nment  gi ve t hem 

good f ood, c l o t hes , and s hel t er . We had t o have j ust  as many 

wor r i es and most  of  us di d not  know wher e t he next  meal  w .s 

comi ng f r om. I  was n't  as bad o f f  as most  of  my nei ghbor s , 

but  i t  was a pr et t y har d t i me f or  a l l . I  even di d a l ot  of  

domest i c wor k when I  was not  on c al l  at  t he company. I t  

was f or t unat e f o r  me t hat  a l l  of  my r el at i vesaand f r i ends 

wer e good t o me. Even some of  my ol d bosses t hat  had wor ked 

f or  i n 1918 wor r i ed f o r  me. Mr . P i r i e who has been one of  

my best  f r i ends used t o l et  me &l ean h i s house $ust  so t hat  

* coul d make a f ew ext r a do l l ar s . I  was j ust  'Y ama',and 

not  a J ap,t o ever ybody. 

" I  t hank God because I  was onl y r eal  poor  f or  one or  

t wo year s dur i ng t he depr ess i on. Af t er  t hat  I  got  my j ob 

back wi t h t he Edi son Company and t hi ngs wer e rmjch bet t er  

f or  me. I t  was t hen my t ur n to hel p out  some of  my l ess 

f or t unat e f r i ends . My wi f e al ways says t hat  x am gener ous 

t o t he poi nt  of  f oo l i s hnes s , but  I  l i ke t o st and by my 

f r i ends . I  t hi nk t hat  I  di d r i ght  because t hey a l l  s t ood 

by me when I  had my next  bi g t r oubl e af t er  t he wi .r  br oke 

out . 

" I  had been wor ki ng al ong i n the company wi t hout  any 

t r oubl e, but  ar ound 1941 we began t o hear  a l ot  of  news 

about  J apan- US. t r oubl es . Thi s wor r i ed me ver y much. I  

don' t  hat e J apan, but  I  have been her e a l l  my l i f e al most  

and my l i v i ng has been i n t hi s count r y. I  never  had any i dea 

of  goi ng back . That  i s why I  di d not  want  t o s er ve J apan 

i n t he Ar my dur i ng t he f i r s t  wor l d war . I  began t o get  
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wor r i ed because I  di d not  know how i t  woul d af f ec t  me i n my 

j ob i n case a war  br oke out . ' I  was s t i l l  not  a c i t i zen af t er  

a l l  t hese year s i n t hi s count r y and t her ef or e I  was t ech-

n i c al l y a c i t i zen of  J apan yet . But  my hear t  bel onged to 

t hi s count r y and 1 f el t  t hat  I  woul d have t o wor k har der  t o 

pr ove i t . I  di d not  want  a war  t o come. 

"I t  was a har d t i me i n my l i f e f o r  t he t hr ee mont hs bef or e 

t he war  br oke out . I  l ost  25 pounds f r om t he s t r ai n t hat  I  

went  t hr ough. Many of  t he des f ense i ndus t r i es wer e changi ng 

f r om st eam t o el ec t r i c al  power  j ust  bef or e t he war  and our  

company had to suppl y t he power  t o many o f  t hese compani es. 

I  was one of  t he f i ve el ec t r i c a l  s pec i al i s t  i n our  ocmpany, 

whi ch hi r ed f r om 9, 000 t o 12,000 men ana i t  was one of  t he 

most  d i f f i c u l t  t asks to r ewi r e a l l  of  our  huge el ec t r i c al  

gener at or s . Some of  t he f ac t o r i es woul d not  al l ow me i n 

t he pl ant  because I  was a J apanese but  my company f o i d 

t hem t hat  I  was t o be t r us t ed. F i nal l y t hey agr eed, t o l et  

me do t he ver y r espons i bl e wor k , but  t hey had some men wat ch 

me so t hat  I  wo l̂ d not  do any sabot c.ge. I t  was ver y del i c at e 

wor k because one cr ossed wi r e by car el essness coul d shor t  out  

t he ent i r e gener at or . I  had t o pr ove t he company's f ai t h 

i n me because I  knew t hat  a l l  eyes wer e on me. I  pr ayed and 

I  d i d come t hr ough. I  f i n i s hed t he l ast  one j £st  bef or e t he 

war  br okex out . Rewi r &ng t hese ei ght  huge gener at or s was 

a s t r ai n t hat  x do not  wi sh t o go t hr ough agai n. 

" I  was under  a gr eat  emot i onal  s t r ai n when t he war  � 

news was announced. At  t hat  t i me t her e was a g i r l s f r om 

Tokyo s t ay i ng at  my house. She was at t endi ng t he Uni ver s i t y 

of  Chi cago. A coupl e of  days bef o r e, she had r ecei ved 

ur gent  t el egr ams t o go home to J apan at  once. The gi r l  di d 
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not  know wha t  to do . She was so much agai ns t  a war . She 

sai d t o me many t i mes t hat  nei t her  s i de wo u l dV i n i f  a war  

ever  came. At  t hat  t i me she was gi v i ng Myr a some J apanese 

l essons because she f el t  t hat  t her e was a gr eat  oppor t uni t y 

6or  t he J apanese Amer i cans i n t he Or i ent  i f  t h y knew t he 

l a nguage. 

"We wer e get t i ng r eady f or  chur ch t hat  mor ni ng of  Dec . 

7. The g i r l  (Sac hi e) phoned and she dr amat i cal l y announced 

t o us t hat  she was l eav i ng f or  J apan i mmedi at el y. S h e s ai d 

t hat  she must  go as soon as pos s i bl e. We t ol d her  not  t o be 

so exc i t ed and t hat  we woul d see her  af t er  chur ch. Then 

we went  o f f  t o Chur ch. We came home as us ual  and wer e eat i ng 

l unch when t he phone r ang. I t  was a caf l casi an f r i end and 

he asked i f  I  had l i s t ened t o t he r adi o. I  had been so 

ner vous i n t he weeks bef o f e t hi s t hat  we di d not  l i s t en t o 

t he r adi o at  a l l  because i t  upset  me so much. My wi f e 

went  over  t o t he r adi o r i ght  away a nd t ur ned i t  on. Then 

w e hear d about  t he War . I  f el t  t er r i b l e. I  d i dn ' t  know 

�hat  t o t hi nk even t hough I  suspect ed t hat  i t  was bound t o 

COHB. We went  over  t o see M r . Sat o who i s now t eachi ng 

J apanese at  Har var d t o see Sac hi e. She was cr y i ng a l l  t o 

over  t he pl ace when we got  t her e. A l l  we coul d do was t o 

t el l  her  not  t o wor r y , but  X was not  f eel i ng so good my-

s el f . % wi f e st ayed t o comf or t  her , b*t  Myr a and X l ef t  

t o come home. Bef or e goi ng I  saw t hat  t her e was mn y peopl e 

comi ng over  t o comf or t  Sac hi e so t hat  X d i d not  f eel  t hat  

I  had to s t ay . I  gave my wi f e 45. 00 t o gi ve to Sachi e 

f or  her  Chr i st mas pr esent  s i nce I  di d not  t hi nk I  woul d be 

seei ng her  a ^i n . One of  Sachi e ' s c l oses t  f r i ends was an 

Amer i can g i r l  who had t aught Un t he col l ege at  *obe and she 
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was al so over  t her e. Sachi e want ed t o cabl egr am her  f at her  

i n J apan t o t el l  hi m t hat  she was al r i ght  and f o r  hi m not  

t o wor r y so t hat  my wi f e t ook her  downt own and t hey used t he 

$5. 00 f or  t he wi r e. By t hi s t i me, def i ni t e news t hat  war  

had been dec l ar ed had come out  and Sachi e al most  went  i nt o 

a ner vous fer eakdwwn. She sai d t hat  a l l  t he young men wer e 

goi ng t o be k i l l ed needl es s l y . 

" I t  made me so sad t o see a l l  t he per sonal  sor r ow and 

c r y i ng t hat  I  went  home. Myr a was wi t h me. I  coul d not  

eat . I  j us t  sat  i n t he f r ont  r oom and wonder ed what  was 

goi ng t o happen next . I  had t he r adi o on t o get  al l  t he 

l at es t  i nf or mat i on. %e n my wi f e came home t hat  eveni ng 

she f ound die i n t he cor ner  c r y i ng and Myr a was i n her  r oom 

c r y i ng. The r adi o was bl ar i ng. We coul d not  s l eep t hat  

ni ght  so t hat  we a l l  wal ked ar ound i n t he f r ont  r oom. We 

wer e so st unned and I  f ear ed t hes wor se, but  my wi f e sai d 

t hat  I  di d not  have any wor r i es . A l l  t hat  eveni ng f r i ends 

phoned t o o f f er  us comf or t . I t  s s s t hen t hat  I  r eal l y di d 

appr ec i at e a l l  t he f r i ends t hat  I  had made dur i ng t he t went y 

or  t h i r t y year s I  was i n Chi cago. 

"The next  mor ni ng t he Edi son Company phoned and t ol d 

me not  t o come t o wor k . Thi s was a gr eat  sor r ow because I  

had wor ked f o r  t hem f a i t h f u l l y f or  many year s . They sai d t hat  

i t  woul d be saf er  f o r  ne t o st ay at  home. Myr a was f u l l  of  

sor r ow t oo and she di d not  want  t o go t o school  t o f ace al l  

of  her  c l assmat es . But  l at er  t hat  same day , some of  her  

c l as s mat e came t o our  house and t hey t ol d Myr a t hat  t he 

ot her  st udent s want ed her  t o come t o school  because she was 

t he pr oduct i on manager  of  t he school  annual . She went  t o 

school  t hen and nobody ever  sai d anyt hi ng t o ever  hur t  her . 
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Lat er  Myr a f ound out  t  at  t hey had cal l ed a meet i ng and agr eed 

t o send f or  her  s i nce she was not  to bl ame f o r  t he war  and 

she was j ust  as much as an Amer i can as t hey wer e. Many of  

t hese st udent s l i ved i n our  nei ghbor hood and t hey sai d that  

t hey knew »Mr . yama* and t hat  he was a ver y good man. - hi s 

made me f eel  ver y happy when I  t eamed about  t hat . 

"For  a day or  so af t er  Pear l  Har bor  I  di d not  go out  

o f  t he house. Al l  I  di d was to l i s t en to t he r adi o . My wi f e 

was ver y angr y ¿hat  t he Company had l ai d me o f f . She went  

down t her e t o t el l  t hem t hat  i t  woul d be ver y d i f f i c u l t  f or  

me t o get  ot her  wor k and she want ed t o know why I  had been 

l ai d o f f . They t ol d her  t hat  the gover nment  had or der ed i t . 

I  t hought  i f  t he gover nment  had or der ed i t , t her e was not hi ng 

I  coul d do. But  I  wor r i ed a l ot  f or  my f ami l y . I  hear d t hat  

many J apanese had been ar r est ed cbn Cal i f or ni a and I  t hought  

t hat  t hi s was bad. I  di d not  want  t o t ake any chances so 

t hat  I  bur ned al l  of  t he t hi ngs I  had wr i t t en i n J apanese so 

t hat  I  coul d not  be mi st aken f or  a spy. I t  hur t  me deepl y 

t hat  t hi ngs had t ur ned out  t hi s way. 

"We t al ked i t  over  and we dec i ded t hat  t he best  t hi ng 

t o do was to get  l et t er s of  r ecommendat i on f eom al l  of  my 

f or mer  empl oyer s, t he nei ghbor hood and t he chunch wher e I  

at t ended. I  knew many of  t he chur ch peopl e because I  had gone 

t her e ever y sunday and on Chr i st mas t i me i t  was my dut y t o 

t r i m t he Chr i st mas t r ee. I  di d not  know i f  t hey woul d l et  

me do i t  t hi s year , but  t he mi ni st er  came and he sai d t hat  

I  , a s t o do i t  as usual . t he chur ch peopl e, I  was j ust  , 

Mr . Yama and not  a J apanese t hat  st ar t ed t he war . 

"A l l  of  t he peopl e we asked wer e ver y happy t owr i t e 

l et t er s of  r e c o r d a t i o n f o r  me. (see at t ac hed.) 
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209 Lake Shoue Dr i ve 

Dec . 10, 1941 

To Whom I t  May Concer n: 

Thi s i s to c er t i f y t hat  Ech i r ow X. I w a garni  
was i n my empl oy f or  sever al  year s pr i o r  t o 1917. 
At  t hat  t i me he l ef t  our  empl oy t o ent er  t he ' . S . 
Navy but  was unabl e to do so because of  a sever e 
at t ac k o f  i nf l uenza. 

Subsequent l y my l at e husband, J ohn T. P i r i e , 
secur ed empl oyment  f or  hi m i n t he r et ai l  depar t -
ment  of  Car son P i r i e Scot t  & Co. as an el ec t r i -
c i an. He cont i nued t her e f o r  sever al  year s and 
i t  was my under st andi ng t hat  he l ef t  t her et o t o 
ent er  t he empl oy of  t he Commonweal t h Edi son Co. 
and has been cont i nuous l y empl oyed t her e s i nce 
t hat  t i me. 

I n my opi ni on Mr . I wagami  i s a l oyal  
c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es and deser v i ng of  
ever y cons i der at i on. 

Your s ver y t r u l y , 

/ s / Sophi e H. P i r i e 

(Mr s . J ohn T . P i r i e) 



To Whom I t  May Concer n: 

As a nei ghbor  I  know Echi r ow Y . I wagami  and 
hi s f ami l y f or  sever al  year s back , and have f ound 
hi m t o be a l aw abi d i ng, st eady and l oyal  per son 
and nei ghbor . 

Mr s . Hel en F i nn 
851 E . 63r d P I . 

I  have known t hi s f ami l y t he l as t  f or t y 
year s . 

Mr s . V di t l i  Zahn 
848 E. 64t h St . 

I  have known t hi s f ami l y 16 year s . 

I  have known t hi s f ami l y f or  t en year s . 

Mr s . A. Kasko 

I  have known t hi s f ami l y f o r  10 year s . 

Mr s . Har r y A. Mul v i h i l l  
6350 Dr exel  Ave. 

The names of  t hose who ar e s i gned above ar e 
al l  member s o f  my chur ch and t hei r  wor d can be 
t aken as t r ue and s i nc er e. 

Si nc er el y , 

Msgr . D. J . Dunne 
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THE F I RST PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH 
Ki  nib ar k Avenue at  64t h St r eet  

Chi cago , I l l i no i s 

Dec . 10, 1941 

To Whom I  May Concer n: 

Mr . Echi r ow Y . I wa gar ni , of  852- 1-  East  64t h S t . , 
Chi cago, I l l i n o i s , has been, s i nce Apr i l  10, 1936, 
a member  of  t he F i r s t  P r esby t er i an Chur ch of  
Chi cago. He has been f or  ei ght een year s a r es i dent  
of  our  communi t y and i s wel l  known t o many of  our  
member s. 

Mr s . Iwagar ni  uni t ed wi t h t hi s chur ch Apr i l  27, 
1904, and i s ac t i ve i n our  chur ch wor k. She shar es 
r egul ar l y wi t h t he women o f  our  chur ch i n Red Cr oss 
wor k. 

Thei r  daught er , Myr a, uni t ed wi t h t hi s chur ch 
Mar ch 26, 1957, and has been f r om ear l y chi l dhood, 
a par t i c i pant  i n our  young peopl e's wor k. 

I  have known Mr . I wagami  wel l  s i nce I  became 
t he pas t or  of  t hi s chur ch ei ght  year s ago. On t he 
bas i s of  my per sonal  acquai nt ance wi t h hi m dur i ng 
t hi s t i me," I  am gl ad t o vouch f o r  h i s i nt egr i t y , 
h i s Chr i s t i an char ac t er  and h i s ent hus i as t i c and 
t hor ough- goi ng l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es , whi ch 
has f or  so l ong been h i s home. A l l  of  us foho know 
Mr . I wagami  and hi s f ami l y hol d t hem i n .i Wi C hi gh 
est eem and i n gr at ef ul  per sonal  f r i ends hi p . 

Your s t r ul y , 

/ s / Har ol d Leonar d Bowman, 
Mi ni s t er  

HLB: G 
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HISTORY OF ECHI ROW Y. I WAOaHI , RESIDING AT 

852J  East  64t h nt r eet , Chi cago 

I var ami  came t o t hi s oount r y i n 1907 f r om Engl and, havi ng 

spent  some t i me at  Oxf or d Uni ver s i t y , He oame t o Chi cago i n 1913 

and commenced t o wor k f or  J ohn T , P i r i e at  Lake F or es t , dur i ng 

whi ch t i me he st udi ed el eo t r i c al  engi neer i ng. I n 1917 he went  t o 

vor k f or  Car son, P i r i e r  cot t  L Company as an el ec t r i c i an. , Bef or e 

t ak i ng t fci s pos i t i on he made appl i cat i on t o j o i n t he Uni t ed 

I  t at es Navy, but  befor e bei ng i nduct ed he was s t r i ken wi t h a 

sever e at t ack of  i nf l uenaa and consequent l y di d not  j o i n t he navy. 

Fr om 1917 t o 19::3 he wor ked f o r  Car son, P i r i e Scot t  L Company. 

I n 19£3 he went  i nt o t he empl oy of  Commonweal t h Edi son Company as 

an el ec t r i c i an, and f or  t he f i r s t  t wo year s he was st ewar d on Mr . 

I ns u l l ' s yacht  i n t he summer  t i me and wor ked f or  t he di son Com-

pany i n t he wi nt er . Af t  r  t he expi r at i on of  t hi s t wo year  

pr i od he was t  i vcn a per manent  pos i t i on wi t h t he Edi son Company 

and \ oi &ed t her e s t eadi l y f r om Sept ect oer  12t h t o Apr i l  4 , 193: , 

when due t o sl ack t i roes he was i d o f f  unt i l  Mar ch 27, 1933 

when he agai n ent er et  t he empl o: of  t he Kdi son Company and has 

been engaged t her e s t eadi l y a I n e t hat  t i ne. Hi s i mmedi at e 

super i or  at  t he i3 i son Company was Mr . A . L . Kuhn, wl  ose t el ephone 

number  I s Randol ph 1200. 

I  r . I wagami  i s wel l  r ecommended by hi s empl oyer  and has 

r ender ed f ai t h f u l  and ef f i c i ent  ser v i c e. 

I n 19:3 he mar r i ed i 'i ss Cec i l i a A l l en , ¿'hey have one 

daught er , i 'yr a, age s i xt e n year s , now a j uni or  i n t h Hyde Par k 
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hi gh school . I wagami  i s a member  of  t he F i r s t  P r esbyt er i an 

Chur ch, Ki mbar k Avenue at  64t h St r eet . Hi s wi f e has been ac t i ve 

i n chur ch wor k and has been wor ki ng f or  t he Red Cr oss pr oduc i ng 

gar ment s f or  t he Bundl es f or  Br i t a i n . 

I  at t ach t o t hi s memor andum a copy of  a l et t er  f r om Rev. 

Har ol d Leonar d Bowman, mi ni s t er  o f  t he F i r s t  P r esbyt er i an Chur ch 

above ment i oned. 

I  al so at t ach a l et t er  f r om Mons i gnor  Denni s J . Dunn, who i s 

t he pr i es t  of  t he Hol y Cr oss par i sh at  65t h St r eet  and Mar yl and 

Avenue c er t i f y i ng t hat  t he names of  t he nei ghbor s of  I wagami  i n 

t he memor andum t es t i f y i ng as t o hi s good char act er  and l oyal t y 

ar e member s of  Monsi gnor  Dunn's chur ch. At t ached her et o al so i s 

a copy of  a l et t er  f r om Mr s . J ohn T . P i r i e . 

On occas i on I wagami  has wor ked f or  Si l as H. St r awn, £09 Lake 

Shor e Dr i v e, who wi l l  t es t i f y as t o I wagami  f s good char ac t er . 

Si l as E . St r awn 

38 S. Dear bor n St r eet  

Chi cago. 
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" I  val ue t hese l et t er s ver y much, because t o me i t  is 

pr oof  t hat  many Amer i cans ar e good peopl e. I  have many 

Amer i can f r i ends and t hose t hat  wr ot e t he l et t er s wer e onl y 

a f ew o f  t hem. I t  i s pr oof  t hat  even i f  you ar e J apanese you 

can have many Amer i can f r i ends . I  wi sh t hat  many of  t he I s s ei  

coul d know t hat , t hen t hey woul d not  t hi nk t o much about  

J apan. 

"The war  made me r eal i ze t hat  I  was s t i l l  an al i en 

J apanese and t hi s made me unhappy. My wi f e kept  encour agi ng 

me and she sai d t hat  I  was an Amer i can i n t he hear t , "he 

di d a l o t  iSor  me t hose days i n keepi ng my cour age up, because 

I  was most  di scour aged. She went  t o t he Pr es i dent  o f  t he 

company r i ght  away I  and showed hi m t he l et t er s of  r ef er ence 

whi ch I  had. At  t he same t i me, we had sent  a copy of  t hese 

l et t er s t o Mayor  Kel l yy of  t hi s c i t y . The pr es i dent  of  the 

company sai d t hat  I  coul d not  feo back t o wor k unt i l  t he 

F BI  had c l ear ed my name. Wh41e she was at  t he o f f i c e , %y o r  

Kel l y phoned and he t o l d t hem t o ma*e a pl ace f o r  me because 

I  was a l oyal  J apanese t o t hi s count r y . On F r i day , I  got  

t he gl ad news to go back t o wor k and I  onl y mi ssed one week. 

The <men i n t he company wer e ver y good to me. I  hi d wor ked 

t her e a l ong t i me, l onger  t han many o f  t hem, and t hey knew 

t hat  I  coul d be t r us t ed. Many o f  t hem sai d t hat  I  was j ust  

as l oyal  as t hey wer e. 

"When a l l  of  t he r es t r i c t i ons came on t he a l i ens , I  

had t o t ur n i n my shor t  wave r adi o and a l l  of  my phot ogr aph 

equi pment . I  had a spec i al  i nt er es t  i n phot ogr aphy so t hat  

I  had a l ot  of  t hi s equi pment , (see l at er  pages on h i s camer a 

i nv ent i on. ) At  f i r s t  I  kept  dr i v i ng to wor k , but  af t er  

December  31, 1941 I  coul d not  dr i ve any more so t hat  I  sol d 
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my car  t he f o l l owi ng spr i ng, 

"At  f i r s t  I  f&fc&owed al l  of  t he r es t r i c t i ons c l osel y . 

When t he f i v e mi l e r es t r i c t i on was announced, I  t hought  t hat  

1 woul d not  be abl e to go t o wor k , but  i t  was wi t h i n t he 

c i t y so t hat  t he F BI  sai d t hat  i t  woul d be al r i ght  f or  me t o 

go. I  t ook t he Loop ever yday and I  never  di d have any 

t r oubl e. Nobody ever  st opped t o ques t i on me. One sudday 

one of  t he chur ch member s i nv i t ed my f ami l y t o go up t o 

Wi l i i amet t e t o v i s i t  t hem. I  di d not  know i f  I  woul d be 

abl e t o go t hat  f ar . My wi f e phoned t he F BI  o f f i c e and 

asked t hem and t hey sai d t hat  I  coul d go. Anyt i me I  had a 

doubt  afoout  anyt hi ng, I  woul d cont act  t he F BI  and t hi ngs 

wor ked out  smoot hyl y. Af t er  t he war  s t ar t ed, a l l  of  t he 

Chi nese s t ar t ed t o wear  t he »1 am a Chi nese* but t ons , but  

I  di d nib«b t hi nk t hat  was r i ght . I  was pr oud of  bei ng a 

J apanese, but  I  t hought  of  mysel f  mor e as an Amer i can and 

I  t hought  t hat  t he Chi nese shoul d do t he same t hi ng. 

"Once my daught er  had a l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y . s he was 

goi ng t o go shoppi ng wi t h one of  her  school  f r i ends on t he 

Sat ur day af t er  t he war  s t ar t ed. When she went  t o get  on t he 

I C t r a i n , she was s t opped. They asked her  f o r  her  but t on. 

Then she s ai d, 'What  But t on?1 They t ol d her  t hat  she 

had t o t o have a but t on t o show i f  she wer e Chi nese or  

J apanese. Myr a got  angr y at  t hi s and £he t o l d t hem t hat  she 

was bor n r i ght  her e i n Chi cago and t hat  she was an Amer i can. 

They woul d not  l et  her  get  on t he t r a i n . 

"My wi f e phoned t he F BI  r i ght  away and asked t hem i f  

but t ons wer e supposed t o be wor n. They di d not  know about  

any but t ons . She was ver y mad and she phoned t he I C r ai l r oad 

company and t ol d t hen t hat  t hey had made a gr eat  mi st ake and 
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t hat  t hey shoul d apo l ogi ze. The F BI  adv i sed her  t o t eve our  

daught er  car r y her  b i r t h c er t i f i c at e so t hat  she woul d nob 

get  embar r assed any mor e. They wer e sor r y t hat  t he i nnocent  

t ed t o suf f er  wi t h t he gui l f i y. I t  hur t  me t o see Myr a hav i ng 

t o go t hr ough wi t h t h i s . She was an Amer i can and she scar cel y 

knew any J apanese peopl e at  a l l . Y et  she was i nsul t ed 

because she had J apanese bl ood i n her . 

"Maybe a l l  t hi s was gor  t he best  because I  am bet t er  

l ocat ed now t han I  ever  was bef o r e. I  am maki ng a ver y good 

sal ar y and I  wi l l  be abl e t o send my daught er  t o s sao i x col l ege 

i n t he f a l l . I  know who my f r i ends ar e and 1 am now sur e 

t hat  t hey wi l l  st and by me al l  t he t i me. My f r i ends know 

wher e I  st and t oo . I  made a l ot  of  new f r i ends among t he 

par i sh peopl e of  Monsei gnor  Dunne and i n my own chur ch. 

"The J apanese i n t he P ac i f i c Coast  had a ver y much 

har der  t i me t han we di d. I  have never  been t o Cal i f o r n i a , 

but  af t er  t he war  s t ar t ed I  hear d a l o t  about  t he J apanese. 

I  di d not  t hi nk t hat  t hey wer e as bad as t he r adi o and t he 

paper s sai d t hey wer e. I  was sur pr i sed when t hey sai d t hat  

t hey wer e goi ng toj  evacuat e even t he Ni s ei  and I  began t o 

wor r y agai n. I  d i d not  know i f  a l l  of  t he J apanese woul d 

be sent  t o t he camps. Some o f  t he J apanese her e t hought  t hat  

ever ybody was goi ng t o be evacuat ed so t hat  t hey begai n 

t o pt  ck some of  t hei r  t hi ngs away. My wi f e sai d t hat  i t  

was f oo l i s h so t hat  I  di d not  do any pack i ng. I  f el t  ver y 

uneasy f or  a l ong t i me. One of  t he t hi ngs I  wor r i ed about  

was t hat  some of  t he F i l i p i no s her e woul d go ar ound and 

har m t he J apanese ,but  not hi ng l i k e t hat  happened.  ̂ hear d 

t hat  a l ot  o f  J apanese i n Cal i f o r ni a wer e k i l l ed by t he 

F i l i c i no s . Not  many o f  t he J a n̂ e s e al i ens f r om her e wer e 
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i nt er ned, but  t hey di d t ake away a l l  t hose wor k i ng i n t he 

J apanese consul at e o f f i c e and t hose wor k i ng f or  some of  t he 

l ar ge J apanese compani es. 

" I  t hi nk t hat  many o f  t he I s s ei  l ove t h i s count r y l i k e I  

do , but  t hey do dot  know enough of  t he Amer i can peopl e t o 

f i nd out  how k i nd t hey ar e. When I  wor k f or  peopl e, I  al wa ys 

wor k wi t h my hear t  sd t hat  I  get  t o know t he Amer i can ver y 

wel l  and make good f r i ends wi t h t hem. Amer i ca has been 

pr et t y good f o r  us . Even t he I s s ei  i n â l i f o r n i a make good 

mongy. Thest  wer e abl e t o go i nt o bus i ness and enj oy most  of  

t he Amer i can t h i ngs . They coul d buy car s and r adi os and 

have a l ot  mor e t han t hey woul d have had i n J apan. I n 

J apan t hey woul d not  1B ve anyt hi ng and t hey woul d onl y be 

t he? poor  peopl e. They ar e abl e t o educat e t he i r  snns and 

daught er s i n t he best  co l l eges i n t he wor t d i n spi t e of  

t he pr ej udi ce whi ch some of  t he Amer i cans have. They have 

mor e pr i j udi c e now because o f  t he war . 

"T her e ar e t hr ee men i n my company who l i ved i n gal l f -

o r ni a f or  a l ong t i me. Two of  t hem wer e feor n t her e. The one 

who di d not  l i ve t her e so l ong sai d t o me t hat  Cal i f o r ni a 

never  di d want  t he J apanese bac k . *ut  t he t wo r eal  Cal i f -

o r n i a » sai d Ma t  'we want  t he J apanese back because t hey 

wor k har d and t hey do a l o t  / f or  t he f ar m cr ops of  t he s t a t e . ' 

When t hey ask me what  I  t hi nk I  j us t  say t o t hem, "Cal i f o r n i a 

may have been har d on t he J apanese and do some ûnj us t  

t h i ngs , but  Unc l e Sam i s pr et t y ni c e t o u s . ' Thi s makes 

t hem f eel  good and t hey say , - Say, Yama, you ar e j ust  l i k e 

an Amer i can J  * 

"Then I  t e l l  ©me of  my Amer i can f r i ends about  the 

camp l i f e . 1 t el l  t hem about  t he Ni s ei  so l di er  who went  t o 
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camp t o v i s i t  hi s aged par ent s and i t  was hot  and xt i i x dus t y . 

He KHt  went  t hr ough t he camp and was di scour aged by t he 

di smal  bl ack bar r acks and t he mi ser abl e l i v i ng c ondi t i ons . 

But  when he saw h i s aged par ent s l ay i ng on t he st r aw mat s , 

he wejht  wi t h p i t y . My Amer i can f r i ends t hen get  ra d and 

t hey say t hat  i f  such a t hi ng happened t o t hem, t hey woul d 

t el l  t he Uni t ed St at es t o go to h e l l . Then I  t e l l  t hem t hat  

t he J apanese her e ar e l oyal  because t hey under s t and, al t hough 

many o f  t hem have become bi t t er  and t ur ned t o J apan. I  t el l  

t hem t hat  most  o f  t he Ni s ei  have not  changed t owar ds t hi s 

count r y and t hen t hey r espect  us a l l  t he mor e. 

"L as t  summer , when a l l  of  t he bl ocks i n t he c i t y wer e 

get t i ng t he Ci v i l i an Def ense o r gani zed, I  j o i ned my bl ock 

and t hey made me t he a i r  r ai d war den. I  am ver y happy about  

t h i s . My wi f e does a l ot  of  t he Red Cr oss war  k and she hel ps 

i n maki ng bundl es f or  Br i t ai n and t eaches one of  t he Nur i ang 

cour ses . My daught er  has al wo passed t h i s cour se. 

Ou r  bl ock di d not  do anyt hi ng about  get t i ng a CD bul l et i n 

boar d up so when i t  came t i me f or  my t wo weeks summer  vac at i on, 

I  went  t o wor k and I  put  up a f l ag i n t he space next  door  i n 

t he empt y l ot  and put  up a bul l et i n boar d. Then I  nf i de a 

bi g V i n t he mi ddl e and put  a f ence ar ound i t  whi ch I  pai nt ed. 

I  t hought  t hat  i t  was t oo bad t hat  her e we wer e i n a war  ai d 

t te t  our  bl ock di d not  even have a f l ag up f or  t he 4t h of  

J u l y . I  amart  an A l i en J apanese, but  1 owe a l ot  t o t hat  

f l ag t hat  f l y s out  t her e. Ever ymor ni ng and ni ght  I  put  t he 

f l ag up and down. I  t hi nk t hat  my hear t  i s mor e i n t hat  

f l ag t hat  many peopl e o f  t he bl ock t hat  have Amer i can 

c i t i zens h i p . Ever yt i me I  put  t he f l ag up I  s ay , 'Amer i aa 

has been good t o me and I  owe i t  ever y t hi ng.1 
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"When t hey s el l  t he bonds , I  buy some and I  al so go 

out  and t e l l  my nei ghbor s t hat  t hey shoul d buy some t oo because 

i t  i s f or  t hei r  count r y . I  am sor r y t hat  t her e i s a war , 

but  maybe i t  wi j .1 do good. Af t er  t he Russ i a J apan war , t he 

J apanese had a l ot  mor e r es pec t . Maybe af t er  t hi s war , t he 

whi t e peopl e wi l l  gi ve moce r espec t . I  am sur pr i sed t hat  

so many peopl e t hi nk t hat  t he J apanese ar e l i k e ani mal s . 

They di d not  r eal i ze t hat  J apan was moder n amd pr epar ed f or  

a moder n war . They t hought  t hat  J apan was t oo weak. Now 

t her e wi l l  be a l ong war . I  don't  t hi nk t hat  anybody wi l l  

r eal l y wi n. J us t  l ot s of  peopl e get  k i l l ed . 

"The Ni s ei  shoul d not  f eel  ashamed of  t hei r  J apanese 

par ent s . They shoul d hol d heads hi gh and not  gi ve up hope. 

They ar e maki ng hi s t o r y and t hey have t o na ke a good r ecor d. 

They di d not  hi  ve much chance Bef or e t he war  anyway. I  

t hi nk t hat  t hey shoul d get  out  o f  f ar mi ng. The I s s ei  wor ked 

har d at  i t , but  t hey di d not  get  anyt hi ng. I  t hi nk t o my-

s el f  t hat  i f  t he J apanese wor k so har d i n t he f i el ds and 

get  so f ar , why coul d t hey not  go i nt o f ac t o r i es . They don't  

get  pens i ons on t he f ar m and when t hey get  o l d t hey have t o 

depend upon t hei r  c hi l dr en. Ther e i s mor e chance i f  t hey 

go t o ot her  wor k. I  hope t hat  t hi s t i me t he J apanese mi x 

up good a l l  aver  and t her e wi l l  be no mor e t al k about  

evacuat i on. 1 di d i t  mysel f  and 1 t hi nk t hat  t hey coul d do 

i t  t o . You got  to wor k wi t h your  hear t  t hough and t r ust  

t he peopl e you know. Then you make l i f e f r i ends . They coul d 

go i nt o handi wor k or  machi ne wor k because t he J apanese ar e good 

wi t h t he hands . A Ni s ei  dent i s t  coul d spr ead out  and peopl e 

woul d come t o t hem. I t  i s a l i t t l e har der  f or  a Ni s ei  t o be 

a doct or  because t h i s i s per sonal  and peopl e wi l l  be a l i t t l e 
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af r ai d t o have a J apanese t oueh t hem at  f i r s t , But  i f  t hey 

ar e good at  sone t h i ng, t hey wi l l  get  the j obs . But  t hey have 

t o be a l i t t l e bet t er  t han t hei r  Amer i can school mat es. 

"Ther e ar e good J apanese and bad J apanese.  ̂ f ound t hat  

out  many year s ago. Mr . Sat o was a bad J apanese. I  knew 

hi m when I  f i r s t  come t o t h i s count r y. He had a concess i on 

i n P i t t sbur g wi t h me. At  t he same t i me got  money f r om 

t he J apanese gover nment  t o s t ar t  t he New Yor k Week l y . Then he 

was cal l ed back t o âpan. ê went  i nt o bus i ness i n &or ea and 

he kept  wr i t i ng me l et t er s t o t el l  me t o come and be h i s 

as s i s t ant . But  I  di d not  f eel  t hat  he had t he r i î t  hear t . 

Af t er  I  l ear n t hat  he i s a mi l l i onaai r e because he had a bi g 

opi um t r ade. 

"Mr . Mi ur a (c onf i dent i al ) al so bad J apanese. I  have no 

use f or  hi m, but  don't  wr i t e what  I  say t o you about  Mm. 

He co l l ec t  a l ot  of  money f r om t he J apanese her e f or  t he 

I nsur ance company . t out  he never  t ur n i t  i n t o t he company. 

He keep i t  f or  hi msel f  and t hen he r un away t o Cal i f o r n i a. 

He i s a bad J apanese and not  to be t r us t ed. 

"Mr . Oye i s a good J apanese. r i e was a chi ef  dr af t sman 

f o r  t he Pul l man Company and he dr ew s t r e ml i ne des i gns f or  

t hem whi ch t hey use now. When he d i ed, t he Pul l man Company 

c l osed wor k a hal f  day i n h i s memor y. Hi s daught er  has a 

l aw o f f i c e downt own now. He woul d have gone much hi gher  i n 

t he company, but  col or  was agai nst  hi m. But  he wor k har d 

and he get  t he company r espec t . He l eave good i mpr ess i on 

behi nd. 

"Now i t  i s ver y i mpor t ant  t hat  we have many good 

J apanese. I f  we get  bad J apanese her e, i t  i s bad f or  a l l  t he 

J apanese. Amer i can peopl e won't  t r ust  nobody t hen. We have 
wor k har d and not  l et  t hi s happen. 

to ' * ' 
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" I  know most  of  t he J apanese who have been her e l ong 

t i me. But  I  do not  know t hem t oo wel l . I  have never  been 

ar ound t he J apanese t oo much. Most  of  my f r i ends wer e made 

t hr ough my wor k and at  chur ch and I  know l o t s of  peopl e r e-

gar dl ess of  r ace. I f  t hey ar e good f r i end , t hen I  want  t o 

make t hem my f r i ends . I t  does not  mat t er  what  r ace t hey ar e. 

I ' v e never  had any spec i al  J apanese cont ac t s , but  I  am meet i ng 

some of  t he Ni sei  who ar e comi ng out . I  don't  go out  of  my 

way t o seek t hem out  because my l i f e i s more es t abl i shed and 

I  have many ol d f r i ends . F r i ends ar e f r i ends no mat t er  what  

r ace t hey ar e. I  f ound out  my r eal  f r i ends when t he war  came. 

A l l  my l i f e her e I  have t r i ed t o l i ve l i k e t he ot her  peepl e. 

When i n Rome do as t he Romans do . " 

Mr s . Iwagarni  br oke i n at  t hi s poi nt  t o gi ve her  v i ews . 

The i nt er v i ewer  had an i mpr essi on t hat  i t  was t hr ough her  

st r onger  per s onal i t y t hat  Mr . I wagami  was abl e t o br eak away 

f r om a c l oser  adher ence t o t he J apanese cul t ur e. Mr . I wagami  

s t i l l  appr ec i at es some of  t he mor e har ml ess aspec t s of  J apan-

ese cul t ur e as wi l l  be poi nt ed out  l at er . Mr s . I wagami  seat ed 

her  pos i t i on as f o l l ows , i nf er r i ng t hat  t hi s was al so Mr . 

I wagami 's v i ewpo i nt . However , wr i t er  bel i eves t hat  he i s not  

so dogmat i c i n hi s v i ew. 

Mr s . I wagami : " I  don' t  see why t he I s s ei  c l i ng so c l osel y 

t o t he J apanese cul t ur e. They shoul d be ihore l i k e my husband 

and l i ve l i k e good Amer i cans . The way we «eel  i s t hat  t he 

I s s ei  par ent s wwe a gr eat  r es pons i bi l i t y t o t hei r  chi l dr en 

and t hey shoul d br i ng t hem up l i ke Amer i cans . They c an't  

do t hat  i f  t hey f ol l ow t he J apanese cust oms t hemsel ves. 

Usual l y i t  i s a ver y cor r upt  and degener at e fomm of  t he 
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J apanese c ul t ur e. They t r y t o mi x i t  wi t h t he Amer i can 

cul t ur e and i t  get s a l l  mi xed up. I  t hi nk t hat  t he Ni s ei  

shoul d he br ought  up t he Amer i can way and t hey can al ways 

r ead about  t he 'apanese cul t ur e l at er . We r eal i zed l ong 

ago t hat  our  c hi l d was goi ng to l i ve i n t h i s count r y so t hat  

i n her  upbr i ngi ng, we di d not  want  t o make her  di f f er ent  

f r om t he ot her  Amer i can c hi l dr en. I t  i s not  good f o r  t he 

Hi s ei  f f  t he par ent s s t i l l  c l i ngs t o J apan. You j ust  

c an' t  ser ve t wo mat er s at  one t i me. The I s s ei  shoul d i ave 

spent  mor e t i me l ear ni r « Engl i sh and made s t r onger  at t empt s 

t o avoi d segr egat i on. I  don't  bl ame t hem f o r  t hat  because 

I  t oeal i ze t hat  i t  was har d f or  t hem wi t h al l  t he pr ej udi c e. 

But  t he Uni t ed St at es i s a mel t i ng pot  and t her e i s a pl ace 

f or  Ni s ei  i n t hi s pr oc es s . 

"At  one t i me, the J apanese i n t hi s ci ty t r i ed to star t 

a J apanese school . But  my husband was opposed t o i t . He 

t ol d t he ot her  J apanese t hat  t hey ^o u l d t r y t o get  t hei r  

chi l dr en to be more Amer i can and to l ose the J apanese face. 

Ther e i s no sense of  hangi ng on t o t he ki monos aa i t  i s so 

out of pl ace. 1 r eal i ze that i t i s a l i t t l e harder for the 

I s s ei  so t hat  i s why I  am not  t oo opposed t o t he J apanese 

chur ch, i n t i me t hey can do away wi t h i t  when t he I s s ei  

understand Engl i sh a l i t t l e bet t er . I thi nk that t hi s wi l l  

be po s s i b l e . " 

Mr . I wagami  t hen cont i nued wi t h hi s s t o r y : "Si nc e t he 

war  br oke out , I  have been spendi ng mor e and more t i me at  

h 0me. I  am a home l ov i ng per son and I  f i nd many t hi ngs t o 

a o . We have our  shar e of  gues t s . Two eveni ngs a week I  
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have t o wor k at  t he Company. I  have many hobbi es t hat  t ake 

up any spar e t i me t hat  I  may have. For  a number  of  year s 

I  have been i nt er es t ed i n wr i t i ng c h i l dr en's s t o r i es . Some 

day I  may get  some of  t hem publ i s hed. Most  of  t hese s t or i es 

1 made up t o t e l l  t o Myr a when she was a baby . I  am al so 

i nt er es t ed i n wor k i ng ar ound wi t h a l l  sor t s of  gadget s and 

I  have f i xed up a l l  t he pl umbi ng i n t hi s house f or  a nKfcKXx 

number  of  year s . 

" I  used t o r ead a l ot  but  I  do not  do so much now be-

cause I  do not  have t he t i me. My wi f e and daught er  does 

most  of  t he r eadi ng. They keep up on a l l  t he l at es t  books 

and ar e ver y i nt er es t ed i n t he pr obl ems of  t he wor l d. Far  

many year s I  have been i nt er es t ed i n t i ny gadget s and I  have 

i nvent ed a few t hi ngs . I  have made sever al  t oys whi ch ar e 

now manuf act ur ed f or  c hi l dr en. About  1933 I  became i nt er es t ed 

i n bui l di ng model  houses by us i ng met al  cl amps f o r  t he j o i nt s . 

I  made sever al  t oy houses by t hi s met hod. One day I  showed 

t hem t o an Amer i can f r i end of  mi ne and i t  gave hi m t he i dea 

t o use t hese met al  coupl i ng f i t t i ngs f o r  c ar pent er 's 

s eaf i l i ngs . I  t hi nk he got  a pat ent  wi t h i t . They use t he 

same pr i nc i p l e t o make a l l  t he pr ef abr i c at ed houses now. 

"I n 1918 I  got  a par ent  f or  i nvent i ng an at t achment  t o 

camer aa. At  t hat  t i me t he Gr aphi c camer as cost  f r om £ 80.00 

to #100.00. I  t hought  t hat  I  coul d make one cheaper . I  got  

t wo cheap Br owni e earners and by at t achi ng t he par t s t o one 

camer a and adj us t i ng t he shut t er s , I  was abl e t o make a 

gr aphi c camer a f o r  about  t hr ee do l l ar s ext r a. Af t er  I  got  

my pat ent , I  t hought  of  manuf act ur i ng the camer a but  I  di d 

not  have any money. The East man and ot her  compani es want ed 

t o buy out  my i nvent i on. I  asked $150,000 do l l ar s f or  i t . 
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" I  t hought  t hat  I  was go i ng t o be a r i ch man. But  I  

di d not  know ver y much about  t he Amer i can l egal  ways. The 

company t hat  want ed t he camer a knew t hat  I  di d not  have t he 

money t o manuf act ur e i t  so t hat  t hey kept  negot i at i ng. 'The 

year s went  by and I  sor t  of  l et  i t  go. I  had some i dea o f  

maki ng a l ot  of  money and t hen manuf act ur i ng t he camer a 

mysel f . The f i r s t  t hi ng I  knew t he depr ess i on came al ong 

and t hen I  was not  abl e t o do t  t h i ng. The pat ent  r an 

out  i n 1935 and t hen t he East man company began t o use my 

i nvent i on. They how s el l  t he gr aphi c camer a f or  § 10.00. 

" I  di d not  f eel  t oo badl y about  i t . I  am a poor  

bus i ness man anyway. I  al most  bor r owed a l ot  of  money 

bef or e 1929 t o s t ar t  a pl ant  of  my own, but  i t  was ver y 

l ucky t hat  I  di d not  because t he depr ess i on came al ong. 

I  woul d have been i n a bi g debt  t hen. " 

(at t ached i s t he copy of  t he o r i gi nal  pat ent  
f o r  t he camer a.) 
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No. 127 5̂75 

THE UNI TED STATES 0* AMERI CA 

TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

Wher eas ECHI  R. TWAGAMI  

of  

Chi cago, I l l i no i s 

has pr esent ed t o t he Commi ssi oner  of  Pat ent s a pet i t i on pr ayi ng f or  t he 
¿r ant  of  Let t er s Pat ent  For  an al l eged new and usef ul  i mpr ovement  i n 

PHOTO- CAMERAS, 

a descr i pt i on of  whi ch i nvent i on i s cont ai ned i n t he spec i f i cat i on of  
whi ch a copy i s her eunt o annexed and r ndde a par t  her eo'% and has compl i ed 
wi t h t he var i ous r equi r ement s o* Law i n such cases made and pr ovi ded, and 

Wher eas upon due exami nat i on made t he sai d cl ai mant  i s adj udged t o 
be j us t l y ent i t l ed t o a pat ent  under  t he l aw. 

Now t her ef or e t hese Let t er s Pat ent  ar e t o gr ant  unt o t he sai d 

Echi  R. I wa î ui , hi s _ hei r s or  ass i gns 

f or  t he t er m o* SEVENTEEN year s f r om t he t went y- t hi r l  day o " 

J u l y , � ____ one t housand ni ne hundr ed and ei ght een, 

t he exc l us i ve r i ght  t o make, use and vend t he sai d i nvent i on t hr oughout  
t he Uni t ed St at es and t he Ter r i t or i es t her eof . 

I n t est i mony wher eof  I  have her eunt o set  my 
hand and caused t he seal  of  t he Pat ent  Of f i ce 
t o be af f i xed i n t he Di s t r i c t  of  Col umbi a 
t hi s t went y- t hi r d day of  J u l y , 

(SEAL) i n t he year  of  our  Lor d one t housand ni ne 
hundr ed and ei  r ht een, and of  t he 
I ndependence of  t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca 
t he one hundr ed and f or t y- t hi r l . 

/ s / ? .R . Whi t ehead 
Act i ng Commi ssi oner  o* Pat ent s 
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UNI TED STATES PATENT OFF I CE. 

Echi  R. I wagami , of  Chi cago, I l l i no i s 

1,275,575. Spec i f i cat i on of  Let t er s Pat ent . Pat d. J ul y 25, 1918. 

Appl i cat i on f i el d May 2, 1917. Ser i al  No. 165,816. 

To al l  whom i t  may concer n: 

Be i t  known t hat  I , Echi  R. I wagami , a subj ect  of  t he Emper or  of  J apan, re-
s i di ng at  Chi cago, i n t he count y o f  Cook and St at e of  I l l i no i s , have i nvent ed 
cer t ai n new and usef ul  I mpr ovement s i n Phot o- Camer as, of  whi ch t he f ol l owi ng i s 
a spec i f i c at i on. 

My i nvent i on r el at es t o camer as and has f ve f or  i t s pr i mar y obj ect  t he pro-
v i s i on of  i mpr oved devi ces ôr  pr oper l y cent er i ng i n t he camer a t he subj ect  t o 
be phot ogr aphed. 

A f ur t her  obj ect  of  my i nvent i on i s t he pr ovi s i on of  i mpr oved mount i ng f or  
t he gr ound ¿ l ass of  t he f i ndi ng mechani sm. 

Ot her  obj ect s and advant ages o ° my i nvent i on wi l l  become appar ent  frcfra t he 
f ol l owi ng descr i pt i on t aken i n conj unct i on wi t h t he accompanyi ng dr awi ngs whi ch 
form a par t  o f  t hi s spec i f i cat i on and i l l us t r at e t he pr ef er r ed embodi ment  o f  my 
i nvent i on. 

F i gur e 1 i s a ver t i cal  l ongi t udi nal  sect i on o " my i nvent i on t aken appr oxi -
mat el y on l i ne 1�1 of  T i g . 2. 

F i g. 2 i s a sect i on t aken on l i ne 2�2 of  F i g. 1. 

F i g. 5 i s a s i de el evat i on of  r ay i nvent i on showi ng i n dot t ed l i nes t he 
opened pos i t i on of  var i ous par t s . 

F i g. 4 i s a °r ont  el evat i on o " my i nvent i on wi t h t he f or war d door  r emoved 
t o di sc l ose t he t wo l enses i n °r ont  el evat i on. 

Ref er ence numer al  10 i ndi cat es gener al l y t he cont ai ni ng box of  a camera 
pr ovi ded wi t h a f or war d door  11 and a t op door  12. The t op door  12 i s 
pi vot ed as at  15 and may be el evat ed i nt o t he dot t ed l i ne pos i t i on shown i n F i g3. 
1 and 5 t o admi t  o 0 t he openi ng of  a f i ndi ng hood I k f r om t he f ol ded pos i t i on 
shown i n F i g. 1 t o t he ext ended pos i t i on i l l us t r at ed i n î g. 5-  I t  wi l l  be seen 
t hat  t he f i ndi ng hood when opened i s t i l t ed backwar dl y t owar d t he eyes of  t he 
oper at or  as he hol ds t he camer a i n f r ont  o f  hi m i n pos i t i on t o phot ogr aph an 
obj ect  al so i n f r ont  o* hi m. 

Spaced s l i ght l y bel ow t he t op 15 of  t he camer a i s a hor i zont al  par t i t i on 16 
aper t ur ed i n i t s cent r al  por t i on t o r ecei ve a gr ound f i ndi ng gl ass 17 whi ch at  
i t s r ear  end i s pi vot ed as at  13 and i s engaged by t wo 
coi l  spr i n,- s 19 vihi oh nor mal l y pr ess i t  upwar dl y about  i t s pi vot  from t he hor i -
zont al " posi t  i on i l l us t r at ed i n"F i g. 1. Pos i t i oned bel ow t he gr ound gl ass 17 and 
adj acent  i t s f or war d edge i s a shaf t  31 engaged pr ef er abl y at  bot h ends by f r i c -
t i on pawl s 22 whi ch ar e spr i ng pr essed agai nst  t he smooth sur f ace of  t he shaf t  



(28) 
Pat ent  -  2 

t o hol d i t  agai nst  r ot at i on. Cor ds 23 ar e secur ed at  one end t o t he f or war d por -
t i on of  t he f r ame 24 of  t he gr ound ¿l ass and, pass i ng ar ound t he shaf t  21, ar e 
secur ed t her et o. A handl e 25 pr ot r udi ng out war dl y of  t he box 10 pr ovi des means f or  
manual l y r ot at i ng t he shaf t  21. The ver t i cal  par t i t i on 26 i s mount ed i n t he camer a 
i n spaced r el at i on t o t he f or war d door  11 and car r i es t he usual  f ocus i ng bel l ows 27 
and l ens f r ame 23. Mount ed i n t he l ens f r ame i s an or di nar y camera l ens 29 and 
above t he same, i n a separ at e aper t ur e 51, i s mount ed a f i ndi ng l ens 32 whi ch i s 
t i l t ed f or war d at  i t s upper  ext r emi t y t o gi ve i t s axi s a pi t ch at  an angl e t o t he 
hor i zont al , t hat  i s a pi t ch downwar d i n r̂ ont  o f  t he l ens and upwar d back of  t he 
l ens . The axi s o f  t he f i ndi ng l ens i s not  l at er al l y t ur ned. A r ef l ec t i ng mi r r or  

i s posi t i oned at  a deci ded angl e t o t he hor i zont al , pr ef er abl y ext endi ng f r om 
t he bot t om o  ̂ t he f i ndi ng aper t ur e 34 i n par t i t i on 26 f or war dl y t o a poi nt  adj acent  
t he pi vot  13 of  t he gr ound gl ass . Thi s r ef l ec t or  35 i s pos i t i oned pr ef er abl y at  
an angl e o f  l ess t han 4  ̂ degr ees wi t h r espect  t o t he hor i zont al  par t i t i on 16. 

At  and 36 ar e shown t he or di nar y r eel s car r yi ng t he sens i t i zed f i l m 37, and 
i t  wi l l  be under st ood t hat  t he exposed por t i on of  t he f i l m i s i nc l osed by l i ght  
pr oof  par t i t i ons i n any sui t abl e manner . At  58 i s shown t he or di nar y handl e f or  
movi ng t he l ens - r̂ame 28, and t her eby ext endi ng t he bel l ows 27, whi l e at  39 i s 
shown t he cust omar y handl e by whi bh t he f i l m i s moved acr oss t he f i el d of  t he camer a 
l ens 29. I n t he oper at i on o ° my i nvent i on t he camera l ens i s adj ust ed f or war dl y 
i nt o t he dot t ed l i ne pos i t i on of  F i g. 1, f or  exampl e, i n or der  t o pr oper l y f ocus t he 
subj ect  upon t he f i l m 37, t he or di nar y gr aduat ed scal e °or  det er mi ni ng t he pr oper  
f ocus bei ng omi t t ed f rom t he dr awi ngs. The f or war d t i l t i ng of  t he upper  ext r emi t y 
of  t he f i ndi ng l ens 32 causes t he r ays f r om t he obj ect  pass i ng t hr ough sai d l ens t o 
st r i ke t he mi r r or  at  poi nt s 4l , 4l  , 4l  , and 4l  at  smal l er  angl es t han i f  t he 
f i nd i n : l ens wer e ver t i cal  and l i kewi se t hi s t i l t i ng of  t he f i ndi ng l ens cooper at es 
wi t h t he mi r r or , because o  ̂ t he l ow pi t ch at  whi ch t he mi r r ow i s set , t o pr oj ect  
t he r ef l ec t ed r ays (number ed 42 i n F i g. l ) upwar dl y and backwar dl y wi t h r espect  t o 
t he ver t i cal  so t hat  t hei r  axi s i s par al l el  and subst ant i al l y cent r al  wi t h t he axi s 
of  t he f i ndi n-  hood 14 when t hat  hood i s i n opened pos i t i on. I n or der  t hat  t he 
subj ect  t o be phot ogr aphed may be ver y c l ear l y br ought  out  upon t he gr ound gl ass 
17,"t he above des c r i ed pi vot al  mount i ng o* sai d gl ass i s pr ovi ded. By mani pul a-
t i on of  t he handl e 25 t he shaf t  21 i s r ot at ed agai nst  t he f r i c t i onal  pr essur e o ° 
t he pawl s 22 and may be gi ven any desi r ed pos i t i on above t he hor i zont al . Upon re-
l eas i ng t he handl e 25 t he pawl s 22, by r eason t hei r  "r i c t i onal  engagement  wi t h 
t he shaf t  21, mai nt ai n t he gr ound gl ass i n t he par t i cul ar  pos i t i on t o whi ch i t  has 
been el evat ed, t he spr i ngs 19 o f  cour se oper at i ng t o bbl d t he gr ound gl ass upwar dl y 
and t he pawl s 22, by t hei r  f r i c t i on, over comi ng t he t endency o- ° t he spr i ngs 19 t o 
f ur t her  el evat e t he' gr ound gl ass . The oper at or  may t hus secur e a ver y per f ect  pocus 
of  t he subj ect  upon t he gr ound gl as s . 

Whi l e I  have i l l us t r at ed and descr i bed t he pr ef er r ed embodi ment  o 0 my i nven-
t i on, i t  i s obvi ous t hat  one sk i l l ed i n t he ar t  may make modi f i cat i ons t her eof  
wi t hout  depar t i ng f r om t he spi r i t  of  t he i nvent i on. I  wi sh t her ef or e not  t o be 
r est r i c t ed t o t he pr ec i se embodi ment  shown except  i n so f ar  as t he same i s l i mi t ed 
i n t he appended c l ai ms. 

I  c l a i m: 

1. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a t i l t ed f i ndi ng .l ens and a r ef l ect or  
f or  sai d l ens , 0* a gr ound gl ass posi t i oned t o r ecei ve t he r ef l ect ed r ays f rom t he 
l ens and mo.mt ed r̂ eadj us t ment  i n t he beam o ° l i i r t  t hr own on i t . 

2. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a r ef l ect or  and a gr ound gl ass posi -
t i oned t o r ecei ve r ays r ef l ec t ed t her ef r om, oP a E n d i n g l ens mount ed subst ant i al l y 
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i n t he pl ane o " t he l ens of  t hè camera and t i l t ed at  i t s upper  ext r emi t y f or war dl y 
of  sai d pl ane. 

3. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a l ens f r ame car r yi ng a camera l ens , o f  
a f i ndi ng l ens mount ed i n 3ai d f r ame wi t h i t s upper  ext r emi t y t i l t ed f or war dl y wi t h 
r espect  t o t he ver t i c al , a r ef l ec t or  pos i t i oned i n t he camer a behi nd sai d f i ndi ng 
l ens , and an adj us t abl e _round gl ass mount ed t o r ecei ve r ays r ef l ec t ed f r om sai d 
l ens . 

4. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a hor i zont al  par t i t i on i n t he camer a, o- ° 
a ver t i cal  l ens "r ame, a f i ndi ng l ens mount ed i n sai d f r ame wi t h i t s upper  ext r e-
mi t y t i l t ed f or war dl y and pos i t i oned bel ow sai d par t i t i on, a mi r r or  posi t i oned 
r ear r ar dl y o ° sai d l ens and at  an angl e o " l ess t han f or t ;/- *i ve degr ees wi t h r es-
pect  t o sai d par t i t i on, and a gr ound gl ass mount ed i n sai d par t i t i on i n pos i t i on 
t o r ecei ve r ays r ef l ect ed "r om t he mi r r or . 

5 . I n ae camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a hor i zont al  par t i t i on i n t he camer a, of  
a ver t i cal  l ens f r ame, a "i ndi ng l ens mount ed i n sai d f r ame wi t h i t s upper  - xt r e-
mi t y t i l t ed f or war dl y and pos i t i oned bel ow sai d par t i t i on, a mi r r ow pos i t i oned 
r ear war dl y o " sai d l ens and at  an angl e of  l ess t han f or t y- "i ve degr ees wi t h r es-
pect  t o sai d par t i t i on, and a gr ound gl ass pi vot al l y mount ed at  i t s r ear  edge and 
adj us t abl e about  sai d pi vot , sai d gl ass bei ng pos i t i oned t o r ecei ve r ays r ef l ec t ed 
f r om t he mi r r or . 

6. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a hor i zont al  par t i t i on i n t he camer a, o " 
-  ver t i cal  l ens "r ame, a f i ndi ng l ens mount ed i n sai d f r ame, 
wi t h i t s upper  ext r emi t y t i l t ed "or wa dl y and pos i t i oned r ear war dl y o " sai d l ens 
and at  an angl e o f  l es3 t han f or t y- f i ve degr ees wi t h r espect  t o sai d par t i t i on, a 
;r ound gl ass pi vot al l y mount ed at  i t s r ear  edge and adj us t abl e feout  sài d pi vot , sai d 
:1sas bei n pos i t i oned t o r ecei ve r ays r ef l ec t ed f r om t he mi r r or , spr i ngs pos i t i oned 

t o el evat e sai d gl ass àòoùt  i t s pi vot , and manual l y oper abl e f r i c t i on means "or  
mai nt ai ni n aài d gl ass i n adj ust ed pos i t i on agai nst  t he pr essur e of  sai d spr i ngs . 

7. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a hor i zont al  par t i t i on i n t he camer a, o ° 

-  ver t i cal  l en  ̂ "r ame, a f i ndi ng l ens mount ed i n sai d "r ame wi t h i t s upper  ext r e-
mi t y t i l t ed f or war dl y and pos i t i oned bel ow sai d par t i t i on, a mi r r or  pos i t i oned 
r ear war dl y o " sai d l ens and at  an angl e 0* l ess t han f or t y- f i ve dggr ees wi t h r es-
pect  t o sai d par t i t i on, a gr ound gl ass pi vot al l y mou t ed at  i t s r ear  edge, means 
f or  adj ust  i n ; sai d gl ass about  i t s pi vot , and a f i ndi ng hood mount ed about  t he 
edges o " sai d gl ass and pr oj ect i ng upwar dl y and r ear war dl y t her eo". 

S. I n a camer a, t he combi nat i on wi t h a hor i zont al  par t i t i on i n t he camer a, of  
a ver t i cal  l ens f r ame, a f i ndi ng l ens mount ed i n sai d f r ame wi t h i t s upper  ext r e-
mi t y t i l t ed f or war dl y and pos i t i oned bel ow sai d par t i t i on, a mi r r or  posi t i oned 
r ear war dl y 0" sai d l ens and at  an angl e of  l ess t han f or t y- f i ve degr ees wi t h r es-
pect  t o sai d par t i t i on, a .r ound gl ass pi vot al l y mount ed at  i t s r ear  edge, means 
f or  adj us t i ng sai d gl ass about  i t s pi vot , and a f i ndi ng hood mount ed about  t he 
edges o " sai d l̂ ass 'and pr oj ec t i ng upwar dl y and r ear war dl y t her eo", t he axi 3 of  
sai d hood bei ng subst ant i al l y coi nc i dent  wi t h t he axi s o f  t he r ays r ef l ect ed f r om 
t he mi r r or i  

I n t est i mony f t her eo" I  have af f i xed my s i gnat ur e. 

ECHI  R. I WA3AMI  

Copi es of  t hi s pat ent  may be obt ai ned ""or  f i ve cent s each, by addr ess i ng t he 
"Commi ssi oner  o  ̂ Pat ent s , Washi ngt on, D.C. " 
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"L as t  week ( J ul y 24, 1943) , I  send t o Washi ngt on f or  a 

pat ent  f or  my l at es t  i nvent i on. I t  i s a wat er  f i l t e r . I  

have been r eadi ng f or  a l ong t i me about  t he po l l ut ed wat er  

f r om t he l ak e, and so I  s t ar t ed some exper i ment s t o f i nd 

out  how t o pur i f y wat er  so t hat  peopl e can dr i nk i t  and not  

get  s i c k . On sout h s i de t he wat er  i s t he wor s t . I t  i s a 

ver y si mpl e i nvent i on and easy t o make. Thi s hose at t achment  

r uns t o t he two i nch pi pe about  t wo f eet  l ong. I n i t  I  put  

whi t e sand and char coal . A f i nd scr een i n t he pi pp keeps 

t he sand i n. As t he wat er  goes t hr ough, i t  i s pur i f i ed. 

(Wr i t er  sampl ed wat er  and i t  was pur e and i t  l acked t he 

usual a f i s hy t ast e of  Chi cago wat er . ) I  t hi nk t hat  I  wi l l  

be abl e to make t he at t achment  f o r  25 .̂ I ns t ead of  a pi pe 

I  wi l l  use a gl ass t ube. Ther e i s no pl umbi ng necessar y and 

anybody can put  t he at t achment  on by hi ms el f . 

" I  don' t  t hi nk t hat  an al i en J apanese can get  a pat ent  
w 

now so t hat  my l ayer  f r i end, Mr . P i r i e , i s get t i ng t he pat ent  

f or  me. I  ' t he i dea i s any good, I  wi l l  go i nt o t he bus i nes s . 

The pr i nc i p l e f o r  i t  i s not  new, but  I  have not  hear d of  

any wat er  pnr i f y er  l i ke mi ne on t he mar ket  yet . My wi f e 

t hi nk t hat  I  have hi t  t he ' j ac k po t .* 

"My ot her  gr eat  hobby i s dr awi ng. I  don't  l i k e t o t el l  you 

a l l  t hese t hi ngs because you maybe t hi ng I  br ag, (wr i t er  

assur ed hi m t hat  he was bei ng t oo modest  as was t he c as e. ) 

Anyway, I  show you some of  my pai nt  wor k. Ever y year  I  

make Chr i st mas car ds t o send t o my f r i ends . I t  t akes me 

about  a mont h t o pai nt  a l l  t he car ds . But  I  bel i eve t hat  t hi s 

i s bet t er  t han buyi ng t he car ds because i t  shows Chr i st mas 

s pi r i t  mor e and i t  comes f r om t he hear t . Si nce 1929 I  have 

been pai nt i ng my car ds . I  save one of  each t o gi ve t o Myr a 
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f o r  souv i neer . The mot i f  of  a l l  my pai nt i ngs i s t he pi ne 

t r ee. Once when I  was a l i t t l e boy my gr andf at her  t o l d 

me t he st or y of  t he pi ne t r ee. These t r ees ar e l i ke human 

bei ngs and t hey go t hr ough a l ot  of  har d t i mes . I n 1929 

my dr war f  pi ne was s t ur dy and t he wat er  was r unni ng smoot hl y 

by i t . I n 1930, t he t r ee was bent  way down wi t h t he snow. 

That  was t he depr ess i on. Ever y year  af t er  t hat  t he t r ee 

gr ew st r onger  and s t r onger . I n 1940 i t  was a ver y st r ong 

t r ee and t he wat fer  was f l owi ng smoot hl y once mor e, but  i t  

was get t i ng muddy. 

"Then comes 1941. I  s t ar t ed to dr aw t he t r ee af t er  t he 

war  br oke out . I t  i s a bent  and bat t er ed and br oken pi ne 

t r ee. Most  of  t he gr een i s gone. The wat er  r uns t er r i bl y 

and s wi f t l y . The sky has st oi m i n i t . Ever yt hi ng i s on 

r ocks . I  am ver y di scour aged at  t hat  t i me. But  t he r oot s 

ar e s t i l l  i n t he gr ound. 

"I n 1942, t her e i s much ho j e. The sky i s mor e peacef ul  

and t he t r ee i s s t r ai ght  and gr een once mor e. I t  i s a ver y 

much cal mer  scene. I t  l ooks mor e l i ke peace. I  f eel  much 

bet t er  l as t  Chr i s t aas . Maybe i n 1943 t her e wi l l  be no 

mor e war ; t hen I  can dr aw a wonder f ul  t r ee o f  peace. I  

hope s o . " 
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wh r l es Ki kuohl  OE- 5 a 
Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a 
vac uat i on a m ¿i eset t l enen St udy 

August  2 , 10' 3 

t i ps. "'¿ana" I wogesnl  (r oe.1 name«) 

Al t hough t h i s ease hi s t o r y does not  f a l l  
exac t l y i n t he scope of  our  par t  of  t he 
s t udy , i t  i s a good *xanpl e o f  a ¿ood 
adj ust ment  t o an i nt enaar r l age. ' ¿ Ms 
br i ef  sec t i on on t he Caucas i an wi f e r ounds 
out  t he pi c t ur e a l i t t l e* he \ vr i t or  i s 
tender  t he i mpr ess i on t hat  i 'r s . Xwagai ai  
had t he gr eat es t  par t  i n t he Amer i cani zat i on 
pr ocess of  he? husband» 

x he oaso gi ves a 11 t i e about  her  backgr ound,, 
at t i t udes , and % esent  homo l i f e . 



Mr s."Yaman I wagami  i s a s l i ght l y st ooki sh woman, 52 year s 

o l d. She has a sor t  o f  dul l i sh r ed hai r , o l i ve compl ext i on, 

and r at her  f i ne f eat ur es whi oh gi ve t he i mpr essi on of  a cul -

t ur ed per son. Mr s. I wagami *a mai den name was Ceoei l a Al l en. 

She t al ks r eadi l y , but  i s r el uot ant  t o t al k a bout  her s el f , 

"because I ' v e l i ved her e i n Chi cago a l l  my l i f e and not hi ng 

i nt er est i ng has eyer  happened t o me#n She gi ves t he i mpr essi on 

t hat  she i s ver y happy i n her  home and t he r el at i onshi ps 

wi t h her  hush: nd and chi l d ar e excel l ent . Mr s . I wagami  has 

a st r onger  per sonal i t y t han her  husband. She appear s t o be 

wel l  educat ed and awar e of  wor l d pr obl ems. 

Mr s« I wagami  does not  r emember  t oo much of  t he det ai l s 

o f  her  f ami l y hi s t or y . She was the ol dest  chi l d i n a f ami l y 

of  t hr ee chi l dr en. For  t he f i r s t  13 year s of  her  l i f e she 

l i ved down ar ound 30t h and P r ai r i e. Her  f at her  was a cat er er , 

but  l i t t l e i s known of  hi m s i nce he di ed whi l e Ceoei l a was a 

smal l  gi r l * Or i gi ni al l y he was f r om Nor t h Car ol i na. Dur i ng 

t he Ci v i l  War , hés par ent s wer e k i l l ed i n a mi nor  ski r mi sh 

whi ch t ook pl ace on kwat x t hei r  f ar m bet ween t he Uni on and 

conf eder at e f or cee. Mr . Al l en was t hen adopt ed by a £oét ch 

I r i sh Ci v i l  Wf tr  Capt ai n who t ook hi m to hi s home i n Del awar e, 

Ohi o. 

I !r s. A l l en 's f at her  and uncl e wer e among t he f i r s t  sold-

i er  t o be sent  to For t  Sumt ner . They di d not  want  to f i ght  

f o r  t he Conf eder at e cause so t hat  t hey smuggl ed t hei r  

f ami l i es out  t o J  el awar e, Dhi o . I t  was her e t hat  Mr . and 

Mrst  Al l  en gr ew up t oget her  and event ual l y t hey wer e mar r i ed. 

Lat er  on, t hey moved t o Chi cago. 

i r s . I wagami  does not  r emember  t he det ai l s of  her  ancest or s 

ar r i val  i nt o t hi s oount r y. s a chi l d i t  never  occur r ed t o 
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her  t o ask l i v i ng r el at i ves about  i t , and "bef or e I  knew i t  

t hey had al l  di ed e f f . " 

"The onl y t hi ng I  r emember  i s t hat  gr andf at her  l ost  hi s 

heel  i n the Bat t l e of  Br andywl ne dur i ng t he Revol ut i onar y Wt r# 

Thi s i s a sor t  of  f ami l y st or y and I  have hear d i t  many t i mes 

f r om r el at i ves who wer e l i v i ng. I  don1!! know how much bef or e 

t he Revol ut i onar y War , my ancest or s Game t o t hi s count r y. 

Or i gi nAl l y , one of  t hem came f r om Por t uguese Nor t h f̂ s t c a. 

But  t her e ar e so many mi xt ur es i n my f ami l y�Scot hh, I r i s h , 

Ger man, and even I ndi an. How i t  i s car r i ed on wi t h a l i t t l e 

J apanese bl ood so t hat  sor t  of  makes us r eal  Amer i cans, 

doses 't  i t ? " 

Al t hough t he wr i t er  di d not  i nqui r e, t her e possi bl y i s 

a s l i ght  Negr o s t r ai n i n t hi s f ami l y hi s t or y , but  t hey passed 

t he col i hr  l i ne year s and year s ago. Thi s i s onl y a guess 

based upon her  st at ement  t hat  one of  her  ancest or s came f r om 

or t ugaese Nor t h Af r i oa. Ther e i s no physi cal  f eat ur es t o 

i ndi cat e t hat  t hi s i s so except  f or  t he s l i ght l y enl ar ged 

l i ps . I n no way t hr ough****® t he var i ous conver sat i ons di d 

Mr s. I wagami  i dent i f y her sel f  wi t h t he col or ed gr oup. 

When Mr s . I wagami  was a c hi l d, t he nei ghbor hood wher e she 

l i ved (33r d and P r ai r i e) was on t he "edge of  t own." She has 

f ond memor i es of  her  chi l dhood t her e. The f ami l y l i ved i n 

a bungal ow t yne oot t age,"wi t h two acr es of  t r ees , pl ant s , and 

l awns whi ch was t he envy of  a l l  o r  nei ghbor s ." I n a shor t  

t i me, t he f ami l y i nt egr at ed t k I t sel f  so l i dl y i nt o t he com: uni fry 

l i f e t her e. The r es i dent s wer d most l y Ger man, I r i s h , and 

I t al i an i mmi gr ant s "who a l l  wor ked out  near  t he st ookyar ds ." 

Mr s* I wagami  r ecal l s t hat  her  nei ghbor hood was l i k e a 

smal l  t own. "Ever ybody know t hei r  nei ghbor s and al  a g i r l , we 

out  
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woul d do a l ot  of  v i s i t i ng. On hot  days we woul d s t r o l l  down 

t he st r eet s and si t  on the ot her  peopl e's pooches. i *l l  o f  

t he f ami l i es woul d know al l  about  ever ybody el se and t hey 

woul d be gr eat l y concer ned i f  any of  t he ar ea r es i dent s got  

i l l  or  had some ot her  mi sf or t une. Ther e was onl y one col or ed 

f ami l y l i v i ng t her e t hen and she was accept ed l i ke anybody 

el s e. She was t he mot her  of  Paul  Dunbar , t he famous Negr o 

poet , and I  can remember  when t he nei ghbor s wer e al l  conoer ned 

because t hey t hought  he was goi ng t o t ur n out  t o be a dr unk-

ar d and t ur n bad." 

I .'xs. I wagami  at t ended the Dougl as El ement ar y Sohool  and 

l at er  t he Wendel l  Phi l i ps Hi gh School , At  t hat  t i me t he hi gh 

school  was t he most  exc l us i ve i n t he c i $y . Gr adual l y ot her  

Negr o and J ewi sh f ami l i es began t o move i nt o t he nei ghbor hood 

t o t hat  t he ol d r es i dent s moved f ur t her  sout h as t hei r  econ-

omi c f or t unes imparoved. Mr s. Xwagami 's f t df t BXxxK&x&xBBi i x gr and 

f at her  was a cont r act or  so t hat  he went  as f ar  sout h us 

64t h st r eet  wher o he and hi e br ot her  bui l t  a home. Mr s . l̂ l en 

and her  chi l dr en moved out  t o t hi s house "wi t h t he gr eat est  

of  r egr et  because i t  was way out  of  t ©nn and t her e wer e not  

many house ar ound t hen." 

Mr s. I wagami  had ar t  t al ent  DO t hat  f r om t he age of  

t wel ve her  mot her  sent  her  t o t he Ar t  I nst i t ut e downt own. 

She pl anned t o make ar t  her  car eer  so t hat  she went  t o Ober l i n 

Col l ege i n Ohi o as a spec i al  s t udent . Her  mot her  had t aught  

schbol  i n Ohi o and she was abl e t o send her  daught er  t o l i ve 

wi t h some of  her  r el at i ves near  Ober l i n. 

f̂ t er  f i ni shi ng school , Mr«. I wagami  di d not  wor k f or  a 

year  beoause of  her  heal t h. Then she obt ai ned a pos i t i on 

as t he head o f  t he ar t  depar t ment  at  Gar sons P i r i e Scot t , 
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whi ch i s one of  t he l ar gest  depar t ment  st or es downt own. 

She wor ked her e f o r  over  f i ve year s . Pr i or  t o t hi s t i me, she 

had wor ked i n an ar t  st udi o when she had i nt er r upt ed her  

educat i on f or  one or  two year s . Af t er  she had wor ked at  

Car sons f or  a f ew year s she t r ansf er r ed t o t he Cl ock sect i on 

wher e she vas a sal esgi r l * I t  was dur i ng t hi s t i me t hat  she 

met  her  pr esent  husband* 

"Yoma was t he el ec t r i c i an i n t he company and he knew 

ever ybody i n t he st or e as f r i ends . I n t i me I  got  t o know hi m. 

e was ver y good l ooki ng but  shy. Af t er  we got  acquai nt ed a 

b i t , he began t o ask me to go «out  t o shows wi t h hi m. At  f i r s t  

I  di d not  want  t o go so I  made up a l l  sor t s of  excuses, but  

Yama was per s i s t ent  so I  f i na l l y br oke down. I  made a dat e 

t o meet  hi m by t he c i gar  count er  so t hat  t he ot her  empl oyes 

i n t he st ar e woul d not  f i nd out , I  di d not  want  t hem t o 

l augh at  me. 

"However , when t hey di d f i nd out , t hey t hought  we wer e 

ver y wel l  mat oheA and th y encour aged us . They a l l  t hought  

a l ot  of  Yama. We wer e enoour aged so t hat  we went  out  ver y 

of t en. Yama t ook me t o shows, di nner s , and ot her  pl aoos af t er  

wor k. When x t ook hi m out  t o meet  my mot her , he was oour t eous 

so t hat  he made a good i mpr essi on as a gent l eman. F i nal l y he 

asked me t o mar r y hi m and I  di d not  see any r eason why 

we shoul d not . I /y mot her  sai d t hat  we coul d oorne out  t o t hi s 

house t o l i ve wi t h her  so t hat  we di d not  have t o do my 

househunt i ng. I t  was i n t he summer  o f  1923 t hat  we wer e 

mar r i ed. I  r emember  t he dat e because t hat  was t he year  t hat  

t hey had t hat  t er r i bl e ear t hquake i n J apan. Yama l ost  some 

r el at i ves i n i t . I I e sent  over  .,100.00 f or  t he gener al  

r el i ef . Thi s irue t he f i r s t  t i me X f ound out  t hat  he was so 
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gener ous* Si nce t hen I  have f ound out . He i s al ways gi v i ng 

t hi ngs away. 

"We wer e ver y ha py af t er  we wer e mar r i ed and I  have never  

r egr et t ed i t . Yama has so many f i ne Qual i t i es about  hi m. I n 

1925 we had a baby. I  sct t i f ed down to «housekeepi ng and I  

di d not  go t o wor k ag' j i n unt i l  t he degr es s i on. I  onl y had 

1$ I n t he bank when t he Bank ho l i days wer e dec l ar ed. I t  

was a pr et t y har d t i me f or  us beeause Yama l ost  h i s J ob, but  

we eame t hr ough f i ne. I  wor ked f or  a shor t  t i me i n t he 

r est aur ant  he opened up, but  i t  went  br oke because Yama 

coul d not  get  any c r edi t  and he ©ave t oo many meal s aB©§r  

f r ee t o t he poor  peopl e who coul d not  pay f or  t hem, f̂ t e r  

t heat  I  wor ked f o r  a whi l e unt i l  Yama got  h i s j ob back. I  

got  my ol d j ob baok at  ( ar sons . 

"Most  of  my mar r i ed l i f e has been spent  i n br i ngi ng 

up my daught er , cur i ng t he year s t hat  we l i ved her e we 

have devel oped c l ose f r i endshi ps wi t h our  nei ghbor s . I  

have been a member  of  t he Chur ch f or  year s so t hat  I  made 

a l ot  o f f r i ends . Seven year s ago Yama al so J oi ned t he 

Chur ch. He never  di d l i k e t o j o i n any c l ubs . At  one t i ne 

he hel ped or gani ze t he J apanese Chr i s t i an Assoc i at i on her e, 

but  he got  out  of  i t  s oon." 

Mr s . I wagami  i s a ver y devout  chur ch goer . She has 

been a member  of  t he chur ch f or  over  30 year s . he di d not  

at t ended ser vi ces f or  a ong per i od unt i l  I 'yr a st ar t ed t o 

gr ow up. I t  has been t hr ough the Chur ch t hat  she has been 

abl e t o make many f r i ends . The i nt er mar r i age has wor ked 

out  ver y wel l . The onl y t i r e she had any ser i ous di f f i c u l t y 

was J ust  af t er  her  mar r i age. She went  down t o vot e i n t he 

1934 el ec t i ons onl y t o di scover  t hat  she had l os t  her  

Amer i can c i t i zens hi p . Thr ough t he hel p of  a publ i c o f f i c i a l , 
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her  vot i ng and c i t i zens h i ps pr i v i l eges wer e r es t or ed t o her * 

£3he had t o t ake out  second paper s bef or e t hi s was done* 

For  a shor t  t i me af t er  Pear l  i l ar bor , Mr s* I wagami  suf f er ed 

a gr eat  deal  o f  anxi et y due t o t he l ay i ng o f f  f r om wor k o f  

her  hi  sband. " I  was r at her  f r i ght ened t hen b cause I  knew 

t hat  he woul d not  be ab&e t o get  anot her  J ob bei ng an 

al i en* But  t he Edi son Company i s ver y cosmopol i t an and t hey 

wer e br oad mi nded enough t o t ake hi m bac k . " 

Ther e i s no doubt  wher e r s* I wagami 's po l i t i c a l  sym-

pat hi es l i e . Even bef or e t he war  she became ac t i ve i n t he 

ed Cr oss c i r c l es * She i s al so a member  o f  a Woman's 

As s oc i at i on and hel ps out  i n t he chur ch cho i r  at  t he 

pr esent  t i me. At  one t i me she bel onged t o a woman's 

br i dge c l ub, but  she gave t hi s up because she f el t  t hat  i t  

was a wast e of  t i me* 

l l er  pr esent  ac t i v i t i es ar e c h i ef l y wi t h t he Hed Cr oss 

and Chur ch* She does vol unt eer  wor k f o r  t he Ited cr oss sever al  

t i mes a week. On Mondays, Mr s* I wagami  wor ks at  t  e 

consumer s desk i n t he Red Cr oss l i br ar y* On Wednesdays she 

wor ks i n r at i oni ng f i l i ng or  what ever  el s e she i s asked t o do* 

On Thur sday af t er noon, she at t ends t he consumer 's sewi ng 

c i r o l e. Sundays , her  ac t i v i t i es ar e cent er ed ar ound t he 

chur ch doi nf  s* 

Dur i ng t he week , t he f ami l y has many v i s i t er s . They 

ar e c h i ef l y Mr s* I wagami  * s or  her  daught er 's f r i ends . P r i o r  

t o t he war , ¡¿r s. I wagami  i nv i t ed s i ngl e i ndi v i dual s over  f o r  

Thanksgi v i ng and Chr i s t mas di nner s . These wer e c hi ef l y 

s t udent s f r om J apan. I n a way t he f ami l y f i l l ed i n a c ul t ur al  

gap s i nce one of  i t s mai n a c t i v i t i es was i n i nt r oduc i ng J ap-

anese cul t ur e aspeot s t o t he Amer i can communi t y. Thi s was an 



unconsci ous pr ocess* The c hi ef  emphasi s was on i nt er pr et i ng 

t he Amer i ean cul t ur e t o t he st udent s f r om J apan i n or der  t o 

conver t  t hem. Not  a l l  of  t he f ami l y t i ne was spent  i n 

cul t i vat i ng J apanese acquai nt ances as t he maj or i t y of  t he 

f r i ends wer e Caucas i ans . The daught er , Myr a, had a l l  

Amer i oan f r i ends . Si nce t he war  she has beoome acquai nt ed 

wi t h mor e of  t he Ni sei * 

"Ar ound Apr i l  of  t hi s year *" s t at ed Mr s* I wagami , "Wo 

began t o know mor e of  t he Ni s ei  who wer e comi ng out  t o 

r es et t l e. We knew t hat  t hey wer e l o nesome so t hat  we i nv i t ed 

many o f  t hem out  t o our  home f or  di nner s . I  got  t he i mpr essi on 

t hat  t hey wer e e l l  homesi ck. I  keep t el l i ng t hem t hat  t hey 

shoul d make up t hei r  mi nds t o set t l e down and not  t hi nk about  

Cal i f o r ni a because t her e i s onl y a sent i ment al  at t achment  

l ef t  f o r  t hem t her e*" 

Mr s . I wagami  f eel s t hat  her  husband wi l l  ôr k f or  t he 

Sdi feon Company as l ong as i t  i s t her e and t hen she expeot s 

hi m t o get  a r et i r ement  pens i on. She admi t s t hat  a l ot  of  

her  r ed or oss ac t i v i t i es ar e done i n or der  t o pr ot ect  hi r . 

l i ver y so of t en she goes on a bond sel l i ng campai gn i n her  

nei ghbor hood. Her  husband i s an ai r  r ai d war den. She 

f eel s t hat  t hey ar e a l o t  bet t or  o f f  nov; t han t hey ever  

wer e bef o r e. 

Her  ot her  gr eat  concer n i s t o get  her  daught er  t hr ough 

Ober l i n. Myr a i s a ver y i nt el l i gent  g i r l , 18 year s o l d . 

Che had r ead wi del y and f or  t he l as t  year  or  s o , she began 

t o t ake an i nt ense i nt er es t  i n r ac i al  mi nor i t i es . F r equent l y 

she gi ves t al ks t o young g i r l s c l ubs on t he evacuat i on. I t  

appear s t hat  she knows more about  t he J apanese pr obl ems i n 

Amer i ca t han most  of  the-  Ni s e i . She ha s st ud l ead t he To&fcn 
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Commi t t ee and ot her  Repor t s c l osel y I n or der  t o get  t he 

backgr ound pi c t ur e. One day a week she does vol unt eer  vrork 

by r eadi ng t o t he bl i nd i n one of  t he wel f ar e agenc i es , l o r  

a whi l e l ast  wi nder  she di d some vol unt eer  wor k wi t h t he 

F r i ends . Myra pl ans to t ake up ei t her  j our nal i sm or  l aw 

or  a car eer . The i s a t a l l , f ai r l y at t r act i ve young g i r l , 

much more mat ur ed t han most  Ni sei  gi r l s her  age. She has 

a gr eat  deal  o f  poi se and sel f  conf i dence. J 'yra was a l i t t t e 

wor r i ed t hat  she may have a l i t t l e di f f i c ul t  t i me f ol l owi ng 

a car eer  because of  her  r ace, but  " I  wi l l  st r ess my r evol ut i on-

ar y war  ancest f y and t hat  shoul d do i t . " She i s not  xxmnS 

ashamed of  her  J apanese anoest r y , but  t her e appear s t o be 

a del i ber at e at t empt  t o i dent i f y her sel f  more wi t h t he 

caucasi an gr oup. She i s wel l  i nt egr at ed i nt o t he Caucasi an 

gr oup at  t hepr esent  t i me. 

Mr a. I wagami  does not  at  empt  t o deci de her  daught er 's 

f ut ur e. f ,I  am ver y t ol er ant  of  t he young peopl e and I  t hi nk 

t hat  t hey know what  t hey a re doi ng. When f cyr a was a baby, 

Yama want ed me t o be s t r i c t er  i n the J apanese way, but  we did 

not  f ol l ow t he J apanese v*ay af t er  I  ar gued agai nst  i t . "Yama 

t hen r eal i zed t hat  Pyr e v;ae an Amer i can so t hat  he has never  

t r i ed t o t each her  any of  t he J apanese cul t ur e. Vie fe«;;l  

t hat  she can pi ck t hi s up l at er . " 

The f ami l y has a ver y sat i s f act or y home l i f e , r  r . 

I wagami  i s i nt er est ed i n gar deni ng and he has gr own many 

wi ndow pl ant s whi ch he gi ves away to hi s caucasi an nei ghbor s . 

Ther e i s a pi ano i n t he housex whi ch Myra pl ays . The f ur ni t ur e 

has been i n t he f ami l y si nce 1884 and i t  i s ver y wel l  kept  

up. Mr . and Mr s. I wagami  do t he uphol st er i ng t hemsel ves when 

A la necessar y. Al l  of  t he me nib er e of  t he f ami l y r ead a 



gr eat  deal . Ther e er e sever al  bookcases of  our r ent  l i t er at ur e 

i n t he f r ont  r oom. Some of  t he magazi nes whi ch wer e l ayi ng 

ar ound wer e Header 's Di ges t , l i e« Republ i o , L i f e , Chr i s t i an 

Cent ur y, Roman's J our nal , and Har per s , f i r s. I wqgami  i s 

par t i c ul ar l y i nt er est ed i n r eadi ng r el i gi ous booas next  t o 

books on r ace pr obl ems, ĥer e ar e a f ew J apanese books i n 

t he bookoase. The onl y ot her  J apanese obj eot  i n t he house 

ar e t he f ew ar t  pi eoes on t he nant l e. 

t i ps. I wagami  ha» beeone wel l  acquai nt ed wi t h t he pr o-

pr i et or s of  nei ghbor hood s t o r e. dur i ng t he year s she has 

r es i ded i � t hat  d i s t r i c t . Tho  M l t a a n who  del i ver s the mi lk 

dai l y has been a f r i ends t o her  for  t he past  f i f t een or  t went y 

y ear s . Through him various  f avor s ar e « c h a n g e d . he  obt ai ns 

hams and butter for her  wi t hout  po i nt s in  r et ur n for  mi nor  

r epai r s f t n el ec t r i c t oas t er s , f et e. A but cher  ruaaed J oe gi ves 

her  al l  t he neat  she r equi r es for  her  househol d al so wi t hout  

E r , I W p o i n c s * A gr occr fcman named Gus has been known 

t o her  f o r  t ho past  t went y y ear s . He sees t hat  she get s 

canned f oods at  r educed poi nt  v al ues . l i r a. Iwagarai  does not  

t hi nk t hat  t hi s i s cheat i ng because she does a gr eat  deal  of  

ent er t ai ni ng, 

A ° r  y e Q J ? B ' I »««£ ®1 has st or ed l ar ge q u an t i s es of  

f ood i n t he basement . Much of  I t  was canned, «r s . I wagami  

has many shel ves of  canned f r u i t s whi oh she has put  up  her -

s e l f . At  t he t i me r at i oni ng went  I nt o ef f ec t , she had 30 

pounds o f c o f f ee, over  100 pounds of  sugar , and 100 � ounds 

of  f t o m f l o ur , and roany bushel s of  pot at oes i n t he baament . 

a h e h a o e l v e n r ; I U0h o f  t he cof f ee away as g i f t s t o t he 

nei ghbor hood f r i ends . An ar r angement  has al so been made 

wi t h t he nei ghbor hood c l eaner s wher eby he c l eans var i ous 
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c l ot hi ng ar t i c l es i n r et ur n f o r  r e ai r s t o pl umbi ng or  el ect  

r i c s l  ar t i c l es i n h i s homo. Al t hough t he nei ghbor hood i s 

nest  t o a l ar ge shoppi ng d i s t r i c t , t he |  eopl e have succeeded 

i n bui l di ng up a smal l  t own at mospher e wher e nei ghbor l r f ness 

i s s r esse » £be I we®ami s have become wel l  i nt egr at e; i nt o 

t hi s pat t er n» ®h© pee l e of  t he nei ghbor hbhd i s compr i se: 

of  a moder at el y l ow mi ddl e i ncome gr oup. I t  i s pr edomi nat el y 

Cat hol i c i n r e l i g i o n . Recent l y t her e !" as be< n an i nf l ux 

of  def ense wor ker s i nt o t he communi t y so t hat  s mm of  cfee 

f or mer  so l i dar i t y has br oken eown. *he Chur ci .es and the bl ock 

Ci v i l a i n Def ense uni t s have been success f ul  i n keep i g t he 

ar ea f a i r l y wel l  i n t o nat ed up t o t i ki s poi nt * A'her e er e many 

I t a l i ans , I r i s h , Ger j - i ans, and a spr i nk l i ng o: J ews i n t he 

ar ea» $he ©̂gr oes er e compl et el y exc l uded al t hough t he l i  i t s 

of  t he col or ed segr egat ed sec t i on i s wi t h i n t wo bl ocks of  

t i l l s ar ea, - r s Xw âml  cons i der s her  f ami l y as one of  t he 

f i r s t  f ami l i es of  t i l l s nei ghbor hood by v i r t ue of  bei ng 

set t l ed t her e among t he f t ' s t * 

l i r e» I wagami  i s st r ongl y opposed t o a r ace ghe ¿t o of  

r ny sor t » %e f oo l s t hat  t he evacuees have t o be ver y car e-

f u l  t o avoi d ti i j l s danger  as t her e wi l l  be a nat ur al  des i r e 

t o l i v e t oget her . 99
 X t hi nk t hat  ass i mi l at i on i s ent i r el y 

X ôssi bl c. I  have net  i ced i n ot her  grout  s wi  en t hey di sper se 

t hat  t hey l ose t het r  phy s i c s ! r r .oi al  c har ac t er i s t i c s . Xn 

ot her  t /or ds I  t hi nk t hat  t he f ace changes wi t h t he 

env i r o l mnt * end t hi s i s t r ue wi t h the se as f o r  t he 

Hogr oes . I t  5 s mc h har der  f or  t he I Tegrot  bat  1 don' t  see 

Why i t  shoul d be d i f f i c u l t  ; or  t he ŝpanes© t o become mo e 

assi ai l f ct od« 

n î nc e I  have known t he Hi s e i , I  have been gr o i t l y i r -
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pr essed wi t h he l i i gh l evel  of  educat i on t hat  t hey have had« 

or e al l  so ambi t i ous and most  anxi ous t o get  awey f r om 

t  e ol d of  t he ol d J apanese t r adi t i ons whi ch have hel d t hem 

down i n t he pant , *hey ar e a f i ne young peopl e and 1 woul d 

hat e t hem t o 30 segr egat i ng t hemsel ves o f f * Shi s woul d be 

a t r agl s mi st ake» I  t e l l  al l  of  t hem I  see t hat  t hi s i s 

r eal l y a f i ne op por t uni t y r or  t hem* X want  t hem t o see t hi n ;s 

i n a di f f er ent  l i #t « I  don't  - hi hk t hat  t hey ar e par t i c ul ar l y 

bi t t er  but  t h J TO i s a scar ed ai r  about  some of  t hem* I  woul d 

l i l t© Jh< u t o. t oko r onowe oour a; e and r eal l y s t r i k e out * 

t he pact  t he00 t J l sei  die), not  have a chance wor k i n 

r op smal l  ¿apaneae conr  ani es* How t hey can r eal l y ret ; out  

i nt o ŵc r i eaa eci - pan;!es. But  f chey wi l l  have t o keep scat t er ed 

oui i  i - Xi & show t  .0 %e r i c a n e vrhat  t hey can do« l l o ecanpany s 

goi nb "to h i r e a gr eat  number  of  B i s e", but  1 t hi nk t hat  i s 

f t *» t he o st  because ot her  wi se I t  set ® l abel ed as a J ep 

f ac t or y or  somet hi ng l i k e t hat * 

: : l f  t  :.e J apanese get  i nt o a ghet t o now, t hey ar e goi ng 

t o St op t he ass i mi l at i on r ogr am* ¿feat  1 eana t hey wi l l  not  

make any r ôre pr ogr ess and al l  t he gr ound t hat  has b en 

gai ned wi l l  qui ck l y be l ost » At  f i r s t  i t  wi l l  be a vol un-

t ar y movement  i nt o a ght t  o , 'but  soon i t  wi l l  be f or ced.. si?hat  

i s why we have 00 many nat i onal i t y ghet t os i n wMOR ; ;O now« 

I  t hi nk t hat  t he Begr oes have Lade a mi st ake i n aski ng f or  

col or ed t eacher s f or  t hei r  school s because t hat  means i t  wi l l  

never  bo poss i bl e f or  t he school  t o gr adual l y spr ead out  i nt o . 

t he wi der  c i t y l i f e* I t  becomes known as a "Bi gger  8011001" 

end nobody el se went s t o go t her e* X don't  l i k e t o s ee t hi s 
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ki nd of  pr ej udi ce, but  t hat  i s t he way I t  al ways zoom t o 

t ur n out » I  knew t hat  some o f  t he Ni sei  woul d r at her  l i ve 

f cl l  t oget he r  but  I  t hi nk most  of  t hem want  t o spr ead out . 

ĥey al l  say t hat  t o us when f choy oo::ie t o di nner . They 

t hi nk t hat  t hi s wi l l  bo bet t er  f o r  thorn. 

"*her e i s one good f r i end of  mi ne who weed t o 001:0 over  

a l ot » '- '�© was b o m i n Cal i f or ni a but  he was a Buddh sfc and 

he was more J ap- no: e t han some of  my f r i ends isho have com© 

her e f r om âpen. Ahi s boy used t o i r r i kat © me because he 

woul d f  at  i t  was ver y noses SOP y f or  t he £ i sei  t o know 

t he âr - anose r ay beo use t hey woul d never  hav a ehancc t o 

ass i mi l at e, I .yr a got  fee mad at  hi m t hat  ah© wi l l  not  t al k 

t o hi m anymor e. %R youna man has a I OJ  of  t he Hi ddhi st  I nf l uence. 

neve?"» di d sec a Chr i s t i an ser vi ce so 2 s t ar t *: t o t ake 

hi m t o our  chur ch s i nce t h-  vo ar e not  any ûddhi sfc chur ches 

i n Chi cago* '*h© f i r s t  t hi ne t he sai d t o mo af t er  was t hat  

t her e r 'as a l ot  of?g od t hi ng© about  Chr i s t i ani t y . ¿fcc- n 

I  t o l d hi m t hat  t he srane t hi ng was t r ue f or  cul t ur e. Si ne© 

he was a por t  of  t  i s count r y, 2 suggest ed t hat  he l i ve by 

i t s r ul es . 7 di d not  m&n f or  hi m t o t hr ow away al l  of  t he 

wapanes© cul t ur e* but  I  di d not  t hi nk i t  was necessar y f or  

hi m t o c l i ng t o i t  %tion thf . west er n cul t ur e ad J ust  as 

much i f  not  r or e t o o f f er . 

nT neve-  di d t hi nk t hat  't  was necessar y f or  the ¿i i sei  

t o l ear n J a anese, but  s i nce t he war  I  have t hought  t hat  v 

maybe i t  woul d bo a good t hi ng t o know, ĥer e wi l l  be a l ot  

of  wor k f or  Ni sei  t o do i n J apan t o hel p wi t h - the r eoonaufcr uefci on. 

But  t hat  i s on y f or  a f ew. Host  of  t hem wi l l  st ay ri i jUfc 

her o and ? ose t hemsel ves i n i4fcie i c a . 

"I t  i s t i me now f or  al l  t he J apanese and oven t he Ki bei  
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t o t ake on mor e of  t ho sua t oes o f  t h i s count r y. I  t o l l  t he 

K i sei  t hat  t hei r  par ent s shoul d at  l east  gi ve i t  a t r i a l , 

*.h e out  her o di d and t hey ar e i n agr eement  t hat  t hi s 

I s t ho onl y way . A l ot  of  thorn t hi nfe t hat  it» i s poss i bl e 

f or  t he J apones t o bo a ss i mi l at ed al t hough t hey t end t o want  

t o o l i n& t o t he J apanese r ac i al  i dent i t y» 

f l i i her o has boon some good oases of  as s i mi l at i on out  her o . 

One of  t i e best  oases was t ho Chr i s t i an Hi so i  1 who mar r i ed 

an or t hodox J ew. They iirnr  i ed oaoh ot her  as i ndi v i dual s and 

not  f o r  t he r ace or  c r eed. I  have a Cat hol i c woman l i v i ng 

u p s t o &s i n ny house. A f ew door s down t her e i s a J ewi sh 

f ami l y* V'e al l  get  al  no f i ne and t her e i s no chur ch 

c onf l i c t s . Rel i gi on shoul d not  bo nar  ow. Af t er  a l l , i t  i s 

' nl y man made end as l ong as we wor shi p a &od t hat  i s al l  

t hat  mat t  er e. 

*Kai sa t hi nks t l i at  t he J apanese have t oo cany i deas ab ut  

r ac i al  pr ej udi c e. He says t hat  t he Hi sei  di d not  know what  

was goi no on t he ot her  s i de of  t he mount ai ns so t hat  t hey 

wer o sur pr i sed when t hey come out  Mi er e t o f i nd t  at  t her e 

ar e r ace p r o b l em out  her e* ®he Hi so i  si  oul d not  t r y t o f eel  

super i or  t o t hese gr oups l i k e t he Hegr o* Chi nese and J ews , 

'�¿�hey ar e out  her e t o make t he most  of  an op : ar t uni t y a nd 

t hey have t o be t o l er ant  about  t ho ot her s . n 

f l i he Chur ch i s ver y good f o r  t h âpoaeac because i t  

t eaches t hem about  t he br ot her hood of  n an. I  have been t ak i ng 

some of  t he new Hi sei  t o my ch&r ch» but  1 don' t  do i t  any mor el  

Las t  ounday t her e wer e 13 J apanese I n our  chur ch. Our  congreg-

at i on wel comed t hem, but  i f  t oo many some t hey wi l l  beg3n t o 

r esont  i t * *'or  a wh i l e, 1 woul d not  oar o t o see any mor e 
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J apanese come. Ahey shoul d go to some of  t ho ot her  chur ches . 

I t  i s not  bocauso 1 am j eal ous of  thorn» I  t hi nk t hat  t hey 

(TOO. good c l as s peopl e, but  t hey have t o bo car of ul  about  

goi ng al l  t oget her  t o one chur ch* %i s way t he f ool i ng:, i f  

mW> i s gr adual l y br oken down» Yama has done qui t © a bi t  

dur i ng t he past  f i v e year s i n hul l di nc up a ¿jood t ar ossi en. 

"Some of  t he newcomer s have al so cont r i but ed t o trie 

*hur ch l i f e* «%ke*t  i s a ni ce coupl e* i.<r# and Ur s* One who 

cones t o our  chur ch, M s . One i s so f r a i l  and t i ny t hat  

al l  t he chur ch member s ar e concer ned over  her . 11r . Ono used 

t o E I N C i n a choi r  i n *outh< r n Cal i f o r ni a DO t hat  our  ehur eh 

has nkaat  i nv i t ed hl i a t o j o i n our  c ho i r , Ahoy r e even 

wi l l i ng; t o ay hi m t o be t he f i r s t  t enor » He used t o be a 

f i r s t  t enor  f o r  t he St . L uk e's ĥo l r  i n Hol l ywood» Host  cf  

t he od Or oss gr oup t o uhi ch 1 bel  ng ar o al so i n our  chur ch 

so t hat  1 get  a f avor abl e i dea of  t he J apanese f r om t he 

t al k i ng t hat  goes on. Dur i ng our  l as t  sewi ng r eet i n ; t he 

whol e t i me was spont  i n t al k i ng about  how t o make I r s . One 

m r o comf or t abl e. One of  t he women r emar ked t hat  Yama had 

a 11 e t i me j ob i n our  chur ch f i x i ng t he l i ght s f o r  Chr i st mas 

and I .ast er  psgsnt es: f es t i v a l s . 

"Yama and I  s t ar t ed t he ĥr i s t man ¿ve buf f et  di nner  

cust om i n our  nei ghbor hood. Af t er  t hat  we w ul d adj o i n t o 

t he chur ch f o r  t he condl  o l l $i t  s er v i c e, i âoh year  t he 

r r̂o p cot  l ar ger  and l ar ger  and we woul d go f r om pl ace t o 

p l ac e. Yama sai d t hat  i t  was somet hi ng l i ke t he J apanese 

How Y ear ' s pr ac t i c e. 

"no have al so got t en t he chur ch t o send pr esent s t o t he 

com s f or  ĥr i s t mas . Las t  year  t hey di d not  I mow t oo m#oh 

about  t he ¿ a anes e, but  we t o l l  thorn as much as vi e con. 
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I  went  ar ound our  bl oc * andt ol d t he peopl e about  what  a 

»1st al ee i t  was t o evacuat e t he Hl sel  and t hen t ook up a 

co l l ec t i on of  books f r om t hem, *hese wer e sent  t o Hear t  

Mount ai n. - yr a get s books f r om her  g i r l ' s c l ubs and f r om 

f r l aMs at  s c hoo l . The Ohur oh had a f a l l  f es t i v al  l as t  

year  and t he pr i ce of  admi ss i on was a 0 i f t  f or  a chi l d under  

15 i n Hear t  Hount ai n. I f  onl y t he ol d J * anose coul d soe 

how nany f r i ends t hey had on t he out si de t hey wo I d not  f oo l  

so b i t t er . 

Tf I t  t ake© t i ne t o bui l d up t hese g od cont ac t s . Shor e 

i s a l i r e. Mo Mur r ay t hat  W has known f or  year s . He Imow 

her  as a c hi l d when he wor ked i n her  par ent s home as a domest i c 

wor ker . Yama i s HPS. HO l ur r ay«A spec i al  f av o r i t e. She 1* 

al ways l ook i ng af t er  h i s i nt er es t s . She i s I l ea ' s godmot her  

t oo . How she hi  s t hr ee chi l dr en of  her  own. ¿>he want ed 

t o get  a I l i sei  g i r l s so she asked Yar n i f  he n< w of  my . l ie 

advi sed her  t o c al l  t he TCRA. 

f i n a l l y Mr s . HeHur r ay got  a I l i sei  g i r l * . The gi r l  onl y 

st ayed bout  t hr ee weeks and t hen she j us t  t o l d i l r s. Menu, r ay 

fel i f ct  she was goi ng t o r es i gn because her  s i s t er  had t wo 

chi l dr en and she ha t o hel p her . Lat er  we f ound out  t  at  

t he gi r l  was ver y cul t ur ed and she had ver y expensi ve c l o t hes , 

l̂ i e had never  done domest i c wor k bef o r e, but  t ook t he J ob j us t  

t o get  out  of  t he camp. She was a des i gner  and she want ed t o 

go i nt o bus i ness f or  her s el f . 

"A t hi ng l i k e t hi s docs not  cr eat e a good I mpr ess i on. * r s . 

He Hur r ay even began t o wonder  i f  t he g i r l  was doi nj j  spy 

wor k because she act ed so f unny . I  don' t  t hi n! t hat  o i l  of  t he 

gi r l s f r om t ho c mi  s shoul d have t o go i nt o dor  es t !c wor k, but  
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ver y f ew of  t hem get  such a k i nd empl oyer  l i k e Li ra* Ilo I t o r ay 

who was wi l l i ng t o moke t he g i r l  a par t  of  t he f ami l y , *her e 

or e many Hi sei  g i r l s who e an get  a s t ar t  b j  doi ng done at  i o wor k , 

J uno di d not  gi ve t he j ob a chance, l ow r̂ s . Mal l l urray has 

hi r ed a col or ed gi r l  t o t ake her  p l ac e, ¿une f el t  t hat  she «as 

degr adi ng ; her s el f  even t hough she was gi ven a pr i vat e bat h and 

pr i vat e guest r oom. Xher e was no he vy wor k i nvo l ved. duc h a 

CO od pl ace l i k e t hi s one i s r ar e* Even t houj h J une was accept ed 

as an equal * she was new he e and l onel y , Ahat  i s why she qui t . 

Yarns t aàked t o her  af t er war  s a nd f ound out  1 at  t he g i r l  

hod come f r om a weal t hy f ami l y i n Hawai i  anti  t hat  she had r i c h 

r el at i v e» i n J  a ; a n . I t  i s har d t o hel  t hese k- nel  of  p eo ; l e , 

because t hey f ec i  t hat  t hey or e l ower i ng t hemsel ves. Y a m 

expl ai ned t o ^s » Me m r ay al l  about  t he gi r l  and sai d t hat  she 

had gi ven t he excuse about  a s i ck s i s t er  wi t h two o: l l dr en so 

t hat  she woul d not  hur t  Ur s . i l aHur r eys1 f eel i ngs . I  s t i l l  t hi nk 

t hat  t he g i r l  shoul d have st uck i t  out  l or  a whi l e i n such a 

good pl ace® - any i l i  sei  g i r s i  er e t r eat ed j us t  l i ke ser vant s 

i n ot her  domest i c j obs . 

"I t  i s by meet i ng t hese pee l e t hat  t he Hi sei  can gi ve t he 

publ i c a good i mpr ess i on, I  was at  t he r at i oni ng boar d the ot her  

day and i n t he man t her e was ver y mad at  t he Cal i f o r ni a peopl e 

because he sai d t hat  one of  t he f i nes t  poo l e he knew was a 

I i i sei  gSr l x who had wor ked f o r  M m f  o a whi l e, 

"t l hen x have t he Hl aei  out  t o t he house f o r  comi - any, I  t r y 

t o gi ve advi se on t hese t hi ngs , I  l i k e t hei r  com any her e* but  

wo ar e noi  t r y i n ; t o know al l  o f  t he new peopl e who ar e cornino 

out  her e, He have an open house f o r  al l  o f  our  f r  i ends« I  t e l l  

t hese I Ti sei  t hat  t hey ccn got  al one; anywher e because most  peopl e 
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ar e human. 

"i  don't  know what  t he f ut ur e hol ds i n st or e f or  t he 

J apanese, but  I  t hi nk t hat  t her e i s no need t o wor r y o much, 

i l i ey wi l l  get  al one end sl owl y bo abl e t o a ss i mi l at e t hemsel ves 

i f  t hey get  t hor i ght  at t i t udes and o not  become t oo di scour aged* 

As f or  our  own f ut ur e, I  j ust  don't  t hi nk about  i t t oo xauohf  

Yama wi l l  got  a pensi on sor i eday and t hen we wi l l r ef ci r e« X 

don't  t r y t o i nf l uence Dlyra t oo mueh because I  know t hat  she 

wi l l  do what  she want s t o do i n eol l eg© and be abl e t o 

make a success . She knows a l t o boys and she i s wel l  

bal anced so t hat  I  have t he f ul l es t  of  conf i dence i n her . 

"Af t er  : yr a goes t o Ober l i n, we % l an t o movo out  t o a 

smal l er  pl ace. I  woul d l i k e t o get  anot her  house and I  am 

l ooki ng ar ound no?/. A ouse and home means a l ot  t o "ama 

End he woul d bo cr amped al l up i n a smal l  apar t ment * Ho l i k es 

t o put t er  about  t he house an ; car den t o f i x up t hi ngs . We ar e 

not  r i ch and we or e not * t oo poor . We j ust  get  bye, but  1 

f eel  t hat  t he gr eat est  enj oyment  i n l i f e i s havi ng a host  

of  r eal  f r i ends who er e v i l l i » . t o st and bye you i n t i mes 

of  need. I  t hi nk t hat  we have t hem, 


