Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
June 3, 1943. DST,

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview Juilv 8, 1943 Interviewer Charles Kikuchi

1. Name Jiro Oighi 2, Sex, M F 3. Married stat.dLS D W O |
4, Present address 859 B, 64%th St., Chicacso, Illinois

L

5. Later addresses D%te April 26, 1945
n

6. Birthplace Nagova, Japan 7. Blrthdate Teb, 20, 1918
8. Alien or citizen Alien 9. Niseil, Kibel or Isseil Issel
10. Addresses between Dec,l, 1941 and evacuation
() 5 Monte, Calif Date Dec, 7, 1941
(b) Iissonla, lontans (interned) ) Dece 9, 194]
(¢) _m1 Nonte : March 1942
(a)
(e)

11,' Assembly Center Tl are April

12. Relocation Center pila Sept.

13, Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present
(a) Hostel Date April 26-May 1
(b) "
(C) it

14. Persons living in household on Dec.l, 1941. Relationship to Re-
(a) w bangi (Tom)Oishi settler Father

b) Yoshiko Mother

¢) Junichiro (Alfred) Brother

Self
Milton Brother

fred Brother
o] 4
Clrace .;wlstel‘*

S HHEGDIMm HOo o

Persons 1living in household on evac. day Relationship to Re-
(If seme as 14, enter symbol,e.g.l4(a).) settler

LR e e e e e L e e s L R

15

Samiel Wagata Friend
Mrs. S, Nagata Friend
Dawid Nagata Mriend
Mrs. Kido Friend
Mivoko _ Briarid
_Shizue Mriend
Yoshito i Friend
Anna (married Mar. 29, 1942) Wife
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SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2.

Occupa-
. 15. continued Grade compl. |Educ.in |tion DeclRelig.
Sex Birthplace |Amer.school Japan |1, 1941 |Affil,
I i Japan Golleze | Fertiliger Christ,
b [ Ianan ellege | Hawife Chinist,
M 3 Jq?qn [ISG (4th) - oitndent i
M 1 Japan Isd (3rd) - student. 8
M 3 Ukah High school help fath A
M S Utah HoSe (3rd) Student ..
= n
i

=

Il
D

F

&

et
..._:I

. Utah H.S5 (294} Student..
B M Calif, high school Yeg St

e

o]
O) A
c HHERFc TR HO Q0 0P

If Immediate family (parents, sibllings, children or spouse)
were not included in household group in 15, because of differ-
ent residence or because deceased, give detalls regarding them)
Relationship |Resldence Age
to resettler |(if deceased [(if dec. Sex | Mar.
: write "dec." |age at death] | Stat.
Negami Brother Dec. 1 _year i
X - Brother Dec. infant M

(a
(b
(
(
(
(
i

)
)
)
)
)
)

)
a
€
f
6, continued =-

Grade compl. Occupation
Birthplace |Amer.school Dec.1,1941 Religion

(for dec.last
occupation)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(f)
17. What members of household and immediate family evacuated to-

gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (glve symbols used

in 15 and 16). _A throueh G in 15 and o in 18

18. Composition of household 1n Assembly Center or Free Zone (Give
symbols from 15 and 16; if others, glve sex, age, relationship)
Upon arrival: _A thpongh G in 15 and 0 in 15




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 3.

18. continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone

19. Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symb015°
if others, gilve sex, age, relationship).
Upon arrival: A thrt1 b G plus O

Just before leaving Project:
15D and 150 in one apartment
Rast of family in same bhlaock

20. Composition of household in Chicago at date of interview:
(Give symbols; 1f others, glve details)

Relationship |Residence Age
Name to rescttler |(if deceased |(if dec.
write "dec."|age at death

Jiro
Anna

)
)
)
)
)
)

20. continued -
Occupation

Dec.l, 1941
Grade completed (for dec.last
Birthplace American school | i : occupation) Religion

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(f)

21. Changes 1in composition of Household in Chicago: Note departures
by symbol and dates. Give details for new households or entries:

Relation-  Residence Age
ship to (if deccased|(if dec. Mar,
Date | Name resettler [write "dec."|age at death)|Sex |Stat.

Brother stays on furlough




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 4.

21. continued -

Date

Name

Relation-
ship to
resettler

Residence
(1f deceased
write "dec."

Age
(if dee.
age at death)

4

E HW“«HB‘GQ

H—~————~—~

21, continued -

Grade compl.,
Birthplace Amer.school

Occupation
Dec. 1,1021
(for dec.last

occupation) Religion

Japan 15th

stundent Christian

7 o 12Eh

Veg.aktand. L

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

SN TR PHYOALOOW

22. Educational history of resettler

Elementary schools (name and location)

completed

Grang [Iitah

Grade

~ohonl Qaden
- - -

Georce Washinchon, Wyoming
- . e -

Grammar schools (name and location)

completed

31 School, Pos Anceles

Flrat Ste
hool, Los Angeles

llalahar Se
Hammel St. School, Los Anceles

High schools (name and location)

Belvedere Jr, Hig Log Angeles

El Monte hilech s.f"rnool, El Monte

Colleges,
schools (name and location)

universitics and vocational

completed

Pagadens Junior JollAMQ

Pagadsena

14th

JO = {h’] ‘01

U A o
Veilde Ve g

16th

Attendance at Japanese language
school, location

San. Gobriel (oloaien




SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 5.

22, Occupational history (begin with first job). Note periods of
uncmployment by entering dates continuously and writing

"anemp"

in Job column to cover such periods.

Include employ-

ment in Asscmbly Center and Relocation Project and continue
with employment since resettling.

Dates

From To

Nature of job

Type of industry

Location

Reason
Lfor ter-
mination

AV, mo
wages

Time

Berry picking

Farm

Dart
i

B Gardenines

3 Truck for fail
i i

her

llarehQuse

loved
rasetiled

318
19

I rd e
Lhipcoon SRR
wJ S s

ducabional Tulare
a"i_'\“‘ 1

Tescher

Wi - L

Coordinator Gila

e
Bory— N
Gutter estern Shade . O wld

May 5
> 4

Include asscmbly

23. Religious connections (begln with first,
conter and Relocation project and status after resettlement)

Where attcnded

Bl Mopte

Attended what church
g

Dates

Regularly

What Sunday sch.
s :

Monte Wethodist llonte

Sundev School teacher Tulare and Gila

24, Political actlivitles

Dates Voted in what elections For what party




CH 2. Jiro Gerald Oishi WRA Form 26 303,344

2. Gila 8/22/42

3. Tulare, 5/13/42

4. 3038 Lower Azusa Rd., El1 Monte, Calif.

5. Oishi, Thomas Mitsuil Japan-Fukuoka
Sano, "Yoshi Japan-Shizuoka

ba. U, S, Enterpriser Abrosd Minister

7. Grammar school, Columbia, El Monte 1924 to 1932
High school, El Monte, El Monte 1932 to 1936
J.C. Pasadena 1936 to 1938
College, U. of S. C., L.A., 1938 to 1942

7a. Col. Banking and Finance " (Specialized)

8. Japan 1918 to 1920

12. 67 140 1bs.

13. Near sighted, corrected by glasses

18. Married

19. Head

20. 2/20/18

23. Yes

24, 8.0, 3

25. Speaks English, no Japanese

27. Public service work

27a.50clal service

28, 10/5/42 Community Activities Divisional Head

Gile, Rivers (organizing clubs) %16 mo .
5/42 to 9/42 Helen Osaka Teacher, Jr. Business §16 mo.
Tulare, A.C. Training

Teaches Sunday School-- Student
29, Hobby: Head, economics, philosophy, handicraft, wood & leather
30, Christian

Jiro's wife, Anna Yoshiko Oishi

2. Same

3. Same

4, Same

5. Makino, Toshio Japan-Kumamoto
Mekata, Toshiye Japan-Kumamoto

5a,U.S. Veg. store Abroad Student

7. Grammar school, T. Jefferson, Glendale 1925 to 1930
Junior high, Eleanor Toll, Glendale 1930 to 1932
High school, Alhambra, Alhambra 1932 to 193 6
7a. None

8, Japan 9/25 to 6/26

12, 64 105 1bs.

13. No major defects

18. Marriled

19. Wife

20. 1/20/19

23. No

24. H.-4 P.G, 2 ¥re.

25. No Japanese

27. Clerk, Gen. off. work

27a.Seamstress




Jiro's wife, Anna Yoshiko Oishi, continued
28, 9/29/42 High Supervisor Dleticlan, prepare baby food for
Gila bables under 2 yrs.

7/29/42 to 9/20/42 Sugilyama,
Supervisor, Tulare Dieticlan

1929 to 1942 Makino, Lease
Owner, Retalil Clerical work, bookkeeping

Frult and veg. answer telephone, etc.
San Marino, Callf,
29, Hobby: Needlecraft, read (anything)
0.P. Dietician
30. Christian










Charles Kikuchil
Us of Calif.
Evecuation and Reeettlement Study.

Junji Ovama (pseud.)
July 7, 1985

This is a case history of a young Issel who was a
college student at the time war broke outl He came

to this country as an infand and is Nisel in thought
and actions. His greatest problem is the inconvenience
caused by the lack of U.S. Gitizenship.




Junji 1s a slender young man, about medium height, with
high cheekbones. Ie has no physical bkemishes. Junji is 25

years old at the present time., He has been married since last

March 1942. He was born in Nagya, Japan in 1918. “hen Junji

was two years old his father brought the family to this country.
He has one older brothers, two younger brothers and a sixteen
year old sister. Two other brothers died in infancy.

Junjl comes of a better educated family which Was always
been in falrly comfortable economic circumstances. Following is
the Oyama family compopbbidn:

Mitsuro Oyama 55 father
Yoshiko o 50 mother
Akiro' b 26  brother
Junji : 25
Mieky ' 21 brother
Frank 17 brother
Gladys 16 sigster.
Junji and Akipop were brought over from Japan, while the rest
of the children were born in UFfah. Hunji and his wife, Alice, 24,
have now broken away from the family. #Alice is a Niseil, born in
Los Angeles.
lir. Oyama arrived in this country in 1920, a few yvears before
the restrictive immigration barriers were impadsed. In Japan, he
was a Christian minister in fukuoka Ken due to his eaéﬁ contacts
with the American missionaries who had converted him at an early
age. His family had been able to send him through a “hristian
college where he trained for the ministery. Mr. OyamsxXsx's
wife attended a women's c¢ollege for two years.
Around 1920 Mr. Oyame was prevailed upon to leave Japan

with his family to become a minister in a Japanese Christian

Church in Seattle. He felt that this would be a good ppportunity




for him to see America. He had heard much of this country through
11s contacts with the American missionaries. His position in

the Christian church in Japan did not pay much of a salary since
this religion{waa not too popular in that country. WNr, Oyama

finally was able to gather together enough money to pay for the

passage across the Pacific in a Japanese liner. He arrived in

Seattle with only a few dollars.

Life in the first year was most difficult. DMr. Oyama's wife
could not make adjustments easily. The oldest child had become
111 on the way to America and he died soon after the family arrived
in Seattle, Mr. Oyama soon discovef?hhat a Japanese minister in
Americ, was equally as poorly paid as in Japan. He had come over
partly with the idea of making a large sum 6f money. ~‘he opportun-
ity to make some "big" money came when one of the big railroad
companies aent a representative to the Japanese community to sign
up laborers. WMr., Oyama decided to quit the churech to sign up. 1In
the Spring of 1921 he worked as a laborer along the railroads in
Wyoming.

The following year a better economic opportunity developed.
The Japanese around Ogden, Utah were just organizing the local
Japanese Association and they were looking for an executive
secretary who could speak “nglish., lir. Oyama fitted the qualifi-
cations since he had lezarned a considerable amount of Bnglish while
in Japan. He took his family to Ogden, but he soon found out that
the position was all prestige with little pray. fe remained in this
position for about a year, but finally decided to go back into the
railroad work so that he could suprort his growing family. He
received a fine position in the Railroad repair house, but he

soon found out that the other caucasian workers were jealous of




5
him because of his better paying job. The efficiency of the

workers dropped so much due to this pepyy feeling that the company

finally transferred Mr. Oyama to fock Springs, Wyoming. The whole
-
family went along. Mr. Oyama felt that he was going to finally
settle down. However, his wife was most disatisfied with the
amall town. TIn Ytah she had beena ble to mingle to a .considerable
degree with other Jammnese families; but in Wyoming she felt
isolated and cut off since there were no other Japanese in the
town. She finally convinced Mr., Oyama that the small town would
not be good for the growing children.

After many family discussions, Mr. Oyama decided that he
would go to Yalifornia. He quit his job and the family piled into
a Model T Ford for the cross country trip to Los Angeles.

He worked ®or a short time in a Japanese grocery store during

-
1937, hat same yvear, lir. Oyama obtained a position as a salesman
X

~
°

for the Sun Fertilizer ompany ; a Japanese concern. Yuring the

~

next three years, he learned all about the fertilizing business.

“ince he was able to accurmlate a 1little capitol, he decided to

go into business for himself.

He moved his family to El Monte, a suburb of Los Angeles, and
- :

opened his company in 1930. He studéed up on the various chemical
fertilizer mixtures so that he was able to develop many customers

o€ 3

among the richer Japanese Ramkkigxx farmers in “outhern California.
His business was successful from the beginning so that in a couple
of years time, he became fairly wealthy. He purchased property in
his American born son's name and built a home and several ware-
houses upon it. The plant began to expand so that he was employing

four salesmen and a number of other workers by the time war broke

out. All of his expensive machinery was gradually paid for during




-the middle thirties.

At the time of evacuation, a2l of the merchandise was llg-

uidated so that Mr. Oyama did not suffer any severeeconomic

losses. All of the property is at presentms leased out.
lir. Oyama was finally able to et established in ~1 Monde after
floating around for ten years. Junji believé; that he developed
his shyness from the frequent movings. He tends to be a little
withdrawn according to his own story.

Junji remembers his boyhood in El Monte with pleasufe since
he was given many advantages. His father was quite prominent in
the community. Mr. Oyama plans to return to his business after
the war. All of his machinery has been 'stored in his large
warehouse. “r. Oyama took an active part in both the Japanese
and American community. IHis soeial 1ife among the Japanese was

primarily in the Church. Among the Americans he was a popular

v

member of the Qotary Ylub., e did not play a prominent part

in the Japanese Asgssociation due to business reasons.

Mr. Oyama has been known in the Assembly and Relocation
Center as one of the more liberal Issel. H#&s activities has
been primarily in Red Cross and uooznerative work at Gila, while
he was a Councilman at Tulare., Before the war, Mr. Oyama was
guite interested in cooperatives. He organized the first Tan-
imoshi in El1 Monte. Thls is a sort of financial cooperative.

All of the small trades people in town(Japanese) were invited
to join. A monthy contribution of from $25.00 to $50.00 was
put in a pool. *‘his was loaned out to Japanese in good standing
who were anxious to start in business for themselves. A weekly
dinner was held to discuss these loans. The interest rates
were flexible and the members of the Tanimochi were often repaid

at a high rate by gifts if the borrower was successful in his




business venture.
Junji feels that this Japanese influence was not harmful
for him even though he resented it greatly. However, he Telt that
his resentment developed mostly because of his status as a "half- *
citizen with no stending." The family was not too striciyy
controlled since Mr. Oyama guided his family with "Christian
tolerance." Junji does not feel that he is too close to his family
at the present time. He did not get along too well with his
older brother so that they early went their own way. '"We wven
went to different churches. He had his cirecle of fiiends and
had mine. Lately we have been getting closer together, I think,
but I am out of the family now because T am married."
Junji was a sort of "lone wolf" even though he lived among
the Yapanese. He kmew a lot of people, "but I didn't know any

" "liy brother was justfthe opposite. IHe had fewer

intimately.
friends, but he knew them all well. I thiwk that the reason why
we did not get along so well before was due to the fact that my

parents favored me more and they respected my opinions. T

: -4 3 o,
was a sort of special chila th them. ince my brother was older,

he thought that he should get this attention."

Part of Junji's shyness was due to the frequent disruption of
his school life. He went to seven elementary schools before he
was able to get into high schools. During this time, he was never
able to have time to make close friendships in a normal way.
Yollowing are the schools he attended on the elementary level:

Grant School, Ogden 1925 to 3rdagrade.
Geo Washington Wyo 1926 to 4th grade.
Ist Street School, L.A. 1927 to 5th grade
Melabar School, I..A. 1928 to 6th grade.
Hamel School L.A, 1929 to 7th grade.

Belvedere Jr, Hi 1931 to 8th grade.
El Monte Jr, Hi, 1932 to 9th grade,
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After entering high school, Junji was able to settle down to

a more normal school 1ife. *is father had taken root in the commun-

ity by then with his fertilizer business. Junji attended the
E1 Monte Eigh School from 1932 to 1936. It was during this time
that he met Alice. “he was the only girl friend that he ever had
and he eventually married her. At this time Junji was going around
mostly with Nisei since he was "afraid to mix in more with the

1

caucasians although I wanted to desperately." Junji limited his

activities in high school to the Japasnese Club which had been

organized a Bew years before. Ie was also in a Nisel Scout troop

and the Judo “lub. His only other socia#ﬁativity was 1in the

Hpsworth “hurch League. It was iIn church that Junji was able to
make his first American friends.

When Junji graduated from high school, his father gave him
a2 car as a graduation present so that he could commute to the
Pasadena Junior College. He graduated from there in 1938.

The only club he joined while there was the "Triple J", an
organization which was composed of “Yapanese students from Japan,
Wiseil from *awaii, and the “alifornia Nisei.

Hfter finishing the junior college, Junjl did not know what
to do. It had been decided long before that his older brother
would eventually take over his father's bushness. dJunji was
told that he could work in with his brother, but he did not care
for this arrangement since he was not getting along well with
his brother at that time.

Junji decided to change his major and go into foreign
commerce at U.3.C. His father agreed to fimamee him until
graduated. At the University, Junjji was determined to mix

more with the caucasian students, but he gradually driffed




the Nisei society. He joingdthe Xmgixm Trojen Club (Nisei). In
a short time, Junji became very diq%tisfied with the organigation
because of the stress placed upon social a ctivities. Junjii had
one more year to go &nd he was becoming more and more aware that
his economic plight was serious. There were several other Nisei
who were also thinking about this’ ppoblem seriously since they
were about ready to graduakgx. ll':'mally they decided to form
the Wisei Businessmen's “Y1ub on the cempus. <he purpose of this
group was to make some sort of survey and to canvass the cau-
casian companies on employment possibllities. "We felt that we
would have a good chance if we made an active effort to break into
néw fields, "

Junii's social life was devoted primarily to church functions
during the semester war broke out. I was going around with Alice
rather steady by then and my problems weren'th quite real to me
although I was conscious of them. I didn't approve of the great
social life of the callege Nisei, vet I took part in a lot of them
myself. T won a couple of amatéur wrestling medals in the Jap-

anese athletic union, but I don't think that I mixed too much with

the Japanese. T had some sort of vague feeling which made me sort

[ 5
of ﬂisgtisficd, but I did not know what it was. I hated the

'segregated! association into which T had been forced into. It was
largely my fault because I didn't have courage enoughk +to break
away. I withdrew into such things as model shilvp and airplane
building. I don't think that I had too great a mental conflict
about the matter at that time though. I am naturally shy.

"From Junior Uollege on, I became more and more interested
in reading. Now I read all the time. I began to read philosophy

and psychology books, partly to seek an answer to my problems. I




8
eﬁén started a collection of philosophy books. About the time T
wes a high junior (fall of 1941) I became more and more interested
in the problem of color. T still have that interest as you can
see from the books L1 have around here.
"aAnyway on the “unday before Pearl Harbor, life was pretily
quiet. I had problems but they were not that serious. In faet, I

remember thet the main thing on my mind was anticipating the big

g

USC and UCLA football game which was to decide the JLacific

Yoast "ose Bowl represantative. We were just like any bunch of
college kids anxiously waiting for the gx big football game on
December 6th. On the night of December 1, 1941, I went to the
pig Nisei dance. It was the YBig @ame' dance for all of the
college Nisei. We had a swell time and there were no disturbing
thoughts in my mind then. I had been thinking-a little more of
my future about that time, and I had come to the concluslon that
I would go into business for mmself. Alice and 1 had decided to
get married in a year or so 1n order to give me time to get
settled. I didn't want to work for a Yapanese because strangely
enough my knowledge of Japanese is very pcor. .I barely under-
stand it now in spite of the fact that I went to a Japanese
school for three years. lhen,boom came the war and my quiet
1life changed."

"T had 1ittle thought for world problems that Pemrl “arbor
Sunday. The finals ‘were just starting at the university and T
was cremming like anything so that I could get through in a
creditable sbHyhe. I was all alone at htme. fhe radio was off.
Early that morning, my parents had gone to hot springs for a drive.
It was a very quiet day for me until 3:00 o'eclock that afterndon.

2 L .
Then myparents ceme tearing into the housé. hey were all excited
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and white in the face. They announced very dramatically that
Japan had bombed Pearl Harbor. I just didn't believe them. It
was incredible, Ihey told me to turn on the radio so I did. I
got the news right away and i1t was true., I can't describe the
sudden fear that I had., I know that I felt weak and stunned.
'Is this real' I thought.

"It then flashed through my mind that my college professor

had been anticipating the war for over three month. I remembered

the article he wrote in the Trojan paper predicting war. I had

gone to one of hls lecture just about two weeks before. He gave

a clear economic interpretatioh of how war would come. It happened
that way, but at that time I thought that he was wrong. I went
home and the whole thing slipped my mind, I didn't think of war
~until December 7.
"For the rest of the day I could not study. I just listened

to the radio and every time they would tell about the attack, I
would have a funny feeling. That night we had a joint meeting

in “hurch with a Gaucasian group. <here were few comments made,
out L got a feeling of friendship with them that I never had
befofe. All that our minister said was, 'In tirmes like this,
we feel closer relationships, but we hope to carry on as before.!
The Nisei at the meeting were pretty.excited and they got into
little huddles after the meeting.

"I suppose 1 was 1like most of the Nisei then. We really did
not think much of the workd crisis before that day. We were all
wrapped up in our selfish little world. Even the more thinking
Nisel were that way. We used to get together and talk about the

prospects of foreign commerce as it would affect us. There was

one Issei student in the University who I knew fairly well,
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He did a lot of work on the Nisei who would listen to him.
Becsuse I was an 'Issei' he worked on me a lot and tried to win
me over to his way of thinking. He would always tell me to
go to Japan for my future. He used to make sneering remarks
about white people. He told me that Japan would eventually
take Australia. Confidentially, he told me that sooner
or later Japan would also take the Malay. He used to get
the funniest gtream in his eyes. I thought he was a bit fan-
atic and I just laughéd him off. Now that I think back, I
can understand that this fanatie feeling had been growing
in Japan for years. It was partly due to frustration and
blind resentient. I don't think that this particular Issel
knew of any 'plans' of attack. It must have been a general
sentiment.

"There was one other Issei in the university and he was
the same way. I remember he used to tell me that war was
inevitdble. He thought that war would lest a long time when
it did finally come since both countries had strong navies.

It was his theory that the country that had to cross the

pacific and take the offensive would lose the war since a

fleet lost two-thirds of its power by this long trip away
from the home base. He thus came to the conclusion that if
the United States sent its fleet over to attack Japan, it
would lose.

"I did not agree with him at all although I could
understend that a war could be created by economic pressures.
These tww pro-Japan studied day and night in order to get
their degrees. They wanted to get into the Japanese dip-
lomatic service. They got out of the country on the last

boat to Japan before the war. They tried to get me to go




%
along, but I had made my choice. I used to argue against them,
but I guess I was not ree 1istic enough to realize the serious~
ness of the crisis. It just didn't ocecur to me that Japan
would ever attack.
" That same day (Dedember 7) I phoned up one of my friends
who was in the Jael and I offered my services in any capacity.

T was an associate member. I was one of those members who

criticized the Jacl a lot, but I thought that /this was the

time to forget all past differences and get together.

"After the church meeting, khimex Alice and I went for
a ride in my car. We were very quiet. We parked by the beach
and we talked for a couple of hours. We were almost engaged
and it was understood that I would marry her in a couple
of years. Vle talked about how the going would be tougheée but
we woudd still get married when I got established. I didn't
even think of getting married in the near future and I had
not idea of such a thing as evacuation.

"We were pretty discouraged. We just sat there und
we really didn't know what to do. It got late and I had %o
take a final the next day so I took Alice home and went
to bed. I didn't sleep too well. I guess I felt sorry for
myself. I didn't have gitizenship and I wondered what would
happen to me.

"The next day I was very tired. I didn't think I would
pass the final, but I did not eare mueh. As I was driving to
college, I felt very self conscious. I imagined that people
were staring at me and bleaming me for Pearl Barbor. I felt
most uneasy. I tried to act in a self assured and light
mennered way, but I don't think I was very successful. The

fellows ef school were all ok. They never doubted the fact
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that I was one of them. It was a good feeling because I fin-
ally felt that I was 'accepted.¥ That meant a lot to me. Some
of the caucasian students asked me what I was going to do and
how I felt about the whole thing. I told them that I wanted
to join up. I told them that I would have more of a chance to
come back alive because I could shoot the Japs first. They
would not know if I were a Jap or not and I could get the
first blow in while they were thinking it over. The fellows
laughed at this and they accepted it in a sincere manner, I am
sure.

"] knew definitely where I stood, but I was afraid that
the Americans would be suspicious of me. I realized right
then that I would try to get my citizenship at all costs.
ook envied the Nisei who took it for granted. I felt that I
[ was a better American than a lot of them because I knew
what my position was right then. In fact, I had taken a
stand long before that.,"

On December 9, Junji had an experience which upset his
world. It brought the war very close to him. He was very
surprised to learn the evening before that the FBI men had
been at his house and questioned his father. They were
looking for a Goro Oyama. His father told the men that
he did not know anybody by that name., However, they wanted
to talk to Junji the next day. Junji drove to school as
usual. After his classeé he drove te—érowe over to the FBI
office in Los Angeles to clear himself. He did not think
anything about it since he felt that ht was a routine matter.

Junji parked his car in a parking lot as he did not expect

to be gone for more than an hour. He had to wait for two

hours before he could see anybody. He got very restless and
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uneasy thinking about the extra 35¢ he would have to pay for
parking his ca®, He was Just getting up to go park his car
in the street when the secretary called him into the inner
office. The FBI gave him a very severe cross examination.
They insisted that he was Goro Oyama in spite of the faet that
Junji did not look anything at all l1ike the man in the pieture
which they had. Jun ji thought it was a Joke &nd that they
were trying to scare him so that he would give information
which they felt he had. Junji said he did not know anything,
He wanted to get out of the office so that he could get his
car out of the parking lot. He toli the FBI man that he
had finals the next day and he wanted to 80 home if they
were finished with the Questioning.

The BBI official told Junji that he wam not going any-
place. Junji then got scared. He did not know what it was
all about., He was escorted to the County jail. For the next
week he was held incommunicado. "It was there that I met
a8 lot of prominent Issei who were the big shots of the Los

Aggeles area. I never thought I would get that close to them.

There were even a couple of Koreansfthere. They had been

mistaken for Japanese. I never Sew® so0 many worried Japanese
before in my 1ife. Nobody knew where we were. I tried to
get word bo my parents, but I was not allowed to do so."
After one week in the Jail, Junji and a number of the
other Issei were told that they were leaving for a concen-
tration eamp. "I really got scared then. In the eounty jail,
I had worried most about my paffents andubout my car which
was still in the parking lbt as 35¢ an hour. Vhen I was
hemded into the armed train, I didn't know what to do., I

felt that I was being treated so unfeirly. They told me that
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I would have a.chance to appear before the Hearing Foard after
I got to Montana, I thought all sort of wild things., I
thought all of the Japanese were being picked up and treated
in the same way. I wondered what had happened to my family
and Aliee.

"We did not ride on the train far. We were all bundled
in o0ld stage coaches. For the next four days and three nights,
we had to sit in those crowded stage coaches. They wouldn't
let us get out at all to streteh our legs. All of the
shades were pulled down and they would not let us put them
up. The only time we got out was to go to the toilet. Every
time the coach stopped, I told the guard that I had to go just
so I could see the sunlight.

"It was a terrible experience. After I got to Missoula,
my rump was sore for two weeks. I Just didn't have any feeling
there. On the way up, one Issei tried to commit suicide by
biting his tongue. The guard had to slap him hard to make him
stop. They watched us very closely. Lverthing was so grim.

We were all fed on the coach. The food was good, but none of
us felt like eating much.

"My family did not know where I was for one month because
we were not allowed to write letters at first. I did not get
my hearing for two months. I was depressed for a week after I
got to Missoula, but I determined to make the best of it. I
felt that things would eventually turn for the better and that
I would be cleared.

"We were all in the same boat. It's funny how people are

drawn together when they all have a common experience, Eefore

the war, many of those prominent Issei were at each other's

throats, but in camp it was different. We were all the same.
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Most of them were pro-Japan, but there were quite a few who
were as innocent as I was. We didn't talk about polities
much as I wanted to avoid any arguments.
"] got quite friendly with a few of the Issei. Oneman,
Mr. Yamate offered me a job after the war in his business.

He was very wealthy. He had a large business in frozen

shrimps. I thikk he was one of the first to think of freezing

shrimps and sending them to the markets on the coast. He
used to get them from New Orleans. He later got released.

"Mr. Murata was another of the rich Isseil I knew. He
used to ship wholesale flowers all over the United States.
His wife and family were in Japan. My, purate was pro-Japan.
le later repatriated to Japan and they sent him back on the
Gripsholm.

"After the first month, my spirits picked up. We were
allowed to organize the camp. The Issei did a good job.
Most of them were smmrt and they were the leaders in the
Japanese communities before the war. Mr., Hikida was up there.
He later wes released to Gila where he was very active in
the camp life. He is now teaching the Navy at Boulder..

"] got a job as a sort of postman. I used to write a
lot of letters for the Issei. All letters had to be written
in English and they had a hard time. I was the youngest per-
son in camp amd so they would ccme to me and ask me to write
letters of consolation to their families. I sent home for
a lot of books and I kept occupied studying and reading
about philosophy end economics. I followed the war very
closely through the paper clippings. Everybody in camp
followed the war. We didn't have much else to do. It was the
middle of winter and we were snowed in. Everybody in our

barracks chipped in and we bought a radio so that we could
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get the news reports quicker. The papers used to come a
couple of days late. It was over the radio that I first
learned that evacuation was emming. I was amazed that the INisel
would have to go to. I wondered what would happen to the
Japanese. Things looked pretty dar&. Ve heard a lot of
stories about sabotage over the radio. I just couldn't believe
that such things were true.

"The camp was very well ecuipped. Ve were comfortable
but very lonely. The kitchens were at first operated by
caucasians, but the Japanese took them over and we had much
better meals. Some of the Issei would not eat much until then

because they were afraid that they would be poisoned. We

spoke in Jepanese only and 1 had a hard time. That's why I

spent most of my spare time educaténg myself.

"The churches up there were the funniest thing. 4ll of
the services were held together. Everybody went. There were
Buddhists and Christians all together and we got along fine.
One sunday, the Italian internees who were next to us gave
us a concert which we all enjoyed. We would have enjoyed any
kind of an entertainment because things were so dead, It
was not a very healthy atmosphere because SO many of the
Issei were bitter.”

¥Finally on March 3, 1943 Junji was given an hearing and
released. He went back home. At first he had some idea that
he would go back to sechool, but it was too late in the sem-
ester. He had to obey all of the restrictions which were
placed on the Issei so that he stayed around home mostly.
There was a 1ot of work to do in packing for evacuation. His
father was busy desposing of his merchandise and equipment so
that Junji took over the responsibility of storing all of the

house furnishings in the warehouse which,was located on their
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property. A mumber of their Japanese neighbors were also
allowed to store their furnishings in the warehouse and it
was Junji's function to supervise the storing. No insurance
has been placed on the warehouse so that lr. Oyama worried
a great deal about the safety of thése stored goods after he
was evacuated. He felt that it was his personal respon-
sibility. The family conversations were entirely about the
coming evacuation.

Junji made no plans for the future during this period.
It was a great unkowmn as far as he was concerned. Ie thought
vaguely of going east to finish up his last year in college,
but he did not do anythinga bout it because he was in doubt

that aliens would be allowed to enroll.

Many rumors were cthrculating that the Japanese were all

going to be split up. Junji was in fear that he would not
see Alice again for a long time. With the tightening of
restrictions upon the Nisei also, the couple became extremely
worried; Junji still did not consider marriage as the
solution. He felt that he could not ask Alice to marry

him with the future so uncertaih. However, Junji's family
decided otherwise. They felt that the marriage should be
rushed since their children would be all scattered. A
consultation was held with Alice!s family and arrangements
for the marriasge were made . Two days before evacuation,
Junji and Alice were married in a quiet ceremonmy. Mrs.
Oyama was extremely disappointed that the traditional
marriage ceremongiés could not be carried out. Only the
immediate family and a few friends were present at the church
wedding. Alice immediately moved in with the Oyama family

and prepared to evacuate with them.
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Durxing Februazy and March 1942, Mr. Oyama had seriously
been considerdng the possiblity of opening a large cooperativ e
farm in New Mexico. It was automatically assumed that the
whoge family would go along. Whbn Junji came home from the
congentration camp in early March, he did not care one way or
the other. Ir. Oyama,therefomre, went ahead and sounded out
some of his Japanese neighbors. They thought it was a fine
idea. 4r, Oyama corresponded with a larce land company
and he found out that they were willing to lease the land.
A number of families were signed up and Mr. Oyama even
purchased several trailers to transport his family and
goods. About this time the Battle of the Philipines was
raging. The American forces had met with serious reverses in
the Battle of Bataan. A number of the American soldiers who
had been killed were originally from a small town in New

México near the land which Mr., Oyama was planning to lease.

The Land Company wrote and informed Mr. Oyama that the feeling

against the Japanese was very bitter and the town people had
protested against leawing any 1land to "Japs." A group
meeting was held by Mr. Oyama with his settlers and they
finally decided to eall off the whole plan and evacuate along
with the rest of the Japanese.
Junji did not take mueh interest in these procedings.
He was going through a series of memital conflicts which made
him most ineffective. "I walked around automatically during
those days and I was no help at all in the family plans.
I thought myfuture was so black, and I didn't know or care what
I would do. It was depressing. I was willing to do anything
to help my family, but I didn't contribute any to hhe plans,
"My father kept his spirits up remarkably and I felt

ashamed of myself. He has a good business head so that he
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got out with a fairly sizeable bank roll. He had a big stook'
of potash on hadd and he was able to sell it for a large profit
when the market for this product was cut off. In this way, he
was eble to balance most of his other losses on merchandise.
He even paid all of our life insurance policies ahead for the
next three years, until 1945. He left without a single
debt. The bank president of the town and the judge were
good friends of his soO they agreed to act as Trustees of his
estate with some other Rotary Club members., My father left
a large bank account behind in the town bank so that he does
not have too many worries for the future. He was mucli better
set tlan I was.

"I eouldn't look ahead to nothing S0 TOSYy like this. It's
terrible to have no security for the future. I was frustrated
in feelings. I thought a 10t about the fact that I was an
Alien. I felt like a Nisei, yet I was marked. I had to abide
by all of those alien restrictions. I thought this was most
unfair. I did not feel or act like an Issei, but I could not
do anything about it. It bothered me a lot because people
would ask me if I were a citizen or an ahien.

"I began to identify myself more and more with America
and I resented the technicalities which barred me from citizen-
ship. It was ddring those days that I determined more than
ever to stick with America for better or worse. I did not

see how I could ever fit into life in Japan, I intend to

stay here at all costs. I eould not adjust to the Oriemt, |

know.
"I also resented those empty headed Nisel that I saw.
It made me sick to see them crawling and feeling so sorry for

themselves. Yet I was doing the same thing. But I did not
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think they were justified, because they had citizenship. I
felt that they should not be bitter. The thing that got me
was that they were divided in feelings. This really did
irritate me. Here they had citizenshipx and they did not
value it. I wished that I 6n1y had a chance like that. I
knew that I would not shift around iike they did, but I

would take a firm stand.

"My interest in social problems also developed and some of

the things I took lightly in collegey became much more serious

to me. I followed the New Republic and other liberal
magazines closely to see what they would have to say on the
evacuation. I was hoping that the whole thing would be called
off at the last moment, but that was only wishful thinking.
My morale was definitely¥sub-normal! I tried to keep occupied
in order to distract my mind from all the fears I was building
up. It was an escape from reality. 7You know what I did the
most? I put all my spare time into creating a beaufiful
garden. I had some sort of an idea that I would leave
something of value behind even though our lives were crumbling.
I spent hours in the gardén. My parents thought something
was wrong with me for doing this. I completely withdrew into
myself and I stayed at home most of the time and didn't talk
to anybody execept Alice. I guess my parents thought marriage
was my main problemj; that's why they rushed my marriage.
"Marriage did pick up my morale. #“lice and I made a long
list of things to take to the Assembly Center., I thought I
knew all about such things because I had spent two months in
a concentration camp. We took plenty of things along, like
curtains and bedspreads and other household articles. Ve

also began to correspond witlj some of the people who lmd gone
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to camp earlier. They told us of the terrible conditions so
we just went out and bought everything. Strangely enough,
I suddenly lost the depressed mood. I felt that I should make
the best of things and as long as I had Alice, life would
be bearable. I actually anticipated a vacation and a honey=-
moon. I had a feeling that I was going to experience sometliing
strange and new. It wasn't like me to have such light spirits.
I feel now that I would have had some sort of mental breakdown
if I did not have Alice to help me along at that time. I could
not let her see that 1 was depressed. We ddcided to go into
the thing together and get as much out of it as possible.
We planned to get east as soon as possible. Alice wanted me
to finish college as she did not want me to ever feel that
marriage broke up my education.

"We also heard many bad rumors from the camps which dampened
our spirits a bit., We heard that many of the young Nisei from
Los &nge les were running wild and raping girls. In one letter
we got the news that they were going around in gangs and beating
up anybody they did not like and that the soldiers were having
a most difficult time with them. We also heard that a lot of
families were breaking up. Before evacuation, many of the
Issei in the country never lived with their wives and then
they had to live close together all of a sudden which caused
many arguments.

"WeX heard that gambling was going on for big stakes and
that many of the tough boys were going around robbing the
people. I had planned to take a lot of cash in my wallet,

but when I heard this I bought a money belt in order to

"

keep my cash saffer.
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The evacuation was delayed so that Junji and Alice had the
whole month of April,1942 to themselves instead of two days
as they thought. Junji was very happy during this month and he
did not have so many moody spells. By the end of April they
were fully eqippped. They had even purchased a portable
sewing macliine to take along. In Tulare the whole family
(8 members] were all placed in one room. Immediately the
members got together to make the room more liveable. Wires
were strung across the room, dividing it into four sections.
Alice and Junji occupied one corner. They were left alone.

Junji did not even think of going to work., As soon as
the hot weather came, the family purchased a cooler. Junji
and Alice just took it easy and they determined to make a
honeymoon out of their stay in the camp. As the summer wore
on, friends finally persuaded Junji to take a position in the
Education Department. Ie was given a class in business
traingng in the elementary school.

For his leismre time, Jumji did a lot of reading. He
had bought two apple crates full of books to the center.
Gradually, he expanded out into other activities. He
joined the block softball team, and he learned how to play the
guitar in the Music school.

A large part of his activity was in the chureh council.
He was elected the secretary of the group. Sevemal evenings
a week, Junji went to the ministers house to plan the inter-
denominational meetings for sunday. IHe also helped with %he
evening vespers and taught a sunday school class. Junji had
no interest in the camp politics. He felt that it was useless

to get involved in all the bitter feelings between the gen-

erations. He was among all of his former friends from the
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Southern California area so that he did not attempt to expand.
Most of his associations gre in the Christian church group. He
entered the social life of the group fully.

"I sort of lost contact with the outside. I thought that
life was fairly pleasant for the time being. The administration
was good and we did not have any serious trouble. There were
soldiers stationed around, but I did not have any ill feelings
towards the Army. I didn't miss the caucasian contacts too
much at the beginning, because I had never gotten in with
them fully as much as I wanted to. I knew a lot of chureh

people and they came up to visit frequently.

"I just determined to get along ﬁith everybody and not

get disgruntled. I knew a lot of Issel as well as the Niseil.
Cur whole barracks was full of friends every night and we had
many parties. We even called our house 'Victory House.8® The
pro-Japan groups did not make a showing during the Assembly
centerx days. I still felt as strongly about getting my
citizenship and I did not think the U.S. could xxmxix lose the
war. 1 did not read the papers as much as I should have.

"It was such a pleasant life that I almost forget my
problems for a while. But after a couple of mnnths in camp,
these thoughts emerged agein from the back of my mind. I
decided that I would have to make a conscious effort to
develop so that I would not deteriorate mentally. I knew
that the Japancse were going to face hard times ahead.

"I suppose the thing that made me conscious of these
problems strongly again was my eclass of kids. I noticed that
they were changing in little ways. It wasn't their fault, but
their parents. It made me sald to think that these young

children were getting so disillusioned. I determined to do
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something about it. After that, I used to give my elass short
pep talks in order to raise their morale. All this time, I
was uncertain of my own future. I knew where I stood, but I
did not know how I would be taken. So I told my eclass tlat these
hardships would develop our perscnalities if we were optimistie
about the future and had faith. I didn't preach religion to
them because my religion is more of & practical thingz. I
told them that a lot depended upon each individual since the
Americans would judge all Japanese by what they did. I told
them that they should prepare themselves so that they could
go out of campand make am good showing when the time came., I
was worried that the young Nisel were getting too demoralized.
I think they are more than ever thah way now.

"I never doubted the value of democracy. I knew that it
had many weaknesses., It was most difficult to reconeile " the
exploitation which went on under the guise of democracy and
which was épposed to its principles. But I felt that the finer
things would win out in the end since mosé people were
essentially good. I told my class of how some Nisei in the
East were making good adjustments and that sooner or later
all Hisel would be given a chance. I told them that they should

not feel that they were the only onmes that had the feeling

they were persecuted. In my last =xiX class just before

relocating to the WRA center, I spent a whole mm period in
telling my class these things."

Although Junji did give such matters as above serious
consideration, he now looks back on Tulare as & sort of
pienie. "I feel that it was one of the interesting times of
my life. Of course, it may be due to the fact that it was

a honeymoon for me too. I have pleasant memories of it as far




25
myself is concerned. But there were a 1ot others that had a
most miserable time.

"y plans for the future were still vague. I just did not
think about it mueh because I could not find any answersi i
knew that we were going to be sent to Gila so we just packed
up along with the rest of the pecple. We heard the same old
rumors, only this time it was about snakes, dust and the heat.
I didn't worry too much about that as I felt it would be a
pretty good place.

"We had to go through all thet packing once more. Gila
was a mess when wé got there. It was all dust and hoti The
first thing we did was to get our cooler up, but there was not
any water so we could not turn it on. <+hey did not lay the
pipes in for a couple of weeks. All of us ran around like the
other people to get lumber to fix ourplace up. At first,
all eight of us were in IWXXEWEX One apartment, but after a
couphe 8f months, Alice and I got our own apartment. It was
the first time that we had any real degree of privacy. It
was only a small apartment, but 4Alice doved it. She hung up
a 1ot of curtains and I made the furniture. We got some card-
board papers and we lined all of the walls.

"After we got fixed up, I just took it easy. I was not
too interested in working. I had a slow , slugegish attitude
toward the WRA. I felt that the VRA staff was not handling
its responsibllities in a democratic way. Before I left there

I had a big blowoff with Hoffman on policy. He was trying to

make messenger boys out of us. I got into the CAS indirectly.

Matt Inouye wanted some help with a drama class he was org-
anizing and befofe I knew it, xx I wzas in the CAS. There
just weren't enought leaders there so that the Nisei did not

get anyplace. I didn't have any previous experience at all,
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yet I was practically in charge of the recreational department.
It was pretty much of a mess."

Junji went on to describe some of his experience in the
Gila CAS. A fuller account of the Gila CAS may be obtained
from the Spencer-Kikuchi notes on that project.

"At the WRA center, I first became fully aware of “the
degree 6f bitterness of both the Issei and Nisei. It was not
a very pleasant discoverye. The Iscei started a lot of rumors
around the cemp and they were always griping about everything.
Their purpose, of course, was to gain control since they felt
that the Nisei were not dry behind the ears yet. I used to
hear so many of them blowing off about Japan. They were so
sure that Japan was going to come to their rescue. Remember
the time when the Spanish Comsul came to camp? All of kke
Issei in our block thought thet Japan had sent him. they ma
fadth in Japan and they took allof their problems to the
Consul so that he could relay their troubles to the Japanese
government. They were opposed to the WRA and they sure did
strut saround for a while as if they won a big ®iletory. I
neard a lot of them selling the Nisei that Japan would take
care of them. It was disappointing to me that so many
Nisei had lost so much faith in this country that they
willing to believe such things. liost of the Issei who
these things were uneduceated and fommer farmers.

"Force seemed to be the weapan that they used the most.
They thought that they could change anybody's ideas just by
veating them up. Force was the idea that developed in regards

to almost everything. They didn't have lumber for their

furniture so they took it by force. They didn't think that

they were going to be fed in the winter so they went to the
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farms and just toek things. In the CAS, the Kibel just got
together and walked into a recreational hall and took it over
for their own use. Nothing was done abuut it. The administra-
tion was so weak that they let them get away with it. And you
know how they tried to put their political ideas over. It
was only a small number of Issei and a lot of Kivel who were
the trouble makers but they influenced a lot of the young
people. The Nisei thought that it was all right for them to
use force to and they did.

divided
"The Nisei were all demamded so that they could not get

together and demand things 1like the Issei and Kibei. For this

reason, the Japanese influence did get pretty strong. It was
only a short time after I got into Gile that I started to think
seriously of getting out. I didn't want to stay there and get
all demoralized. I applied to go out of camp during the first
month I was there, but no procedures had been set up yet. I
was even willing to take a domestiec job. I had an offer to
take a domestic job in Connecticut, but I could not get the
clearance. Alice was ready to go out with me.

"fe used to spend many nights talking about our future.
I was convinced that I would not have much of a future if
I aid not get citizenship. I told her that if I ever got a
chance to go into the Army, I would go. 4Alice agreed with
me although she did not want to lose me So SoOn. At this
time I was making all sorts of applications for jobs, chiefly
domestic. I felt that I could get something better once I
was out of the camp. This was in January.

"Then the announcement was made about the registration.

I felt that a showdown would have to be made. I was glad that
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my position was clear as far as my sentiments were concerned.

Then the announcement came out that Issei could volunteer for
the Army although it was not clear whether we would be accepted
or not. I did a lot of thinking during those registration

days. I told myself that this was the chance I had been walting
for. I was worried that Alice would object now that the time
had really come. But she didn‘t; She encouraged me to go

ahead for our future goed. I had patriotic motivations, but

I will be honest about it and tell you that my real decire

to get into theArmy is %o get citizenship.

"I talked it over with my parents and they said I should
do what I felt in my heart. My father was glad that 1 was
going to volunteer, or even was thinking of it., He said that
that I was educatéd in this country and I would gain my
1ivelihood out of it so that I should assume the responsib-
ilies of it. My mother had a similar view.

"My father is one of those liberal Issei. He has only
been in this country for twenty three years, but he has a pro-
America outlook on things. He did leave Japan because he
thought he could better himself over here and he has been
successful. Naturally, my father 1is conscious of this. He
has a lot of Issei friends in the camp but he doesn't try to
antagonize them. He used to argue with them at first, but
as time went on he discovered that it was no use. In our
block, there were some of these 0ld men who spread the
rumor around that my father was an 'inu' They would meet
in the basement of one of the barracks to gossip and gripe.
“henever my father came around, they would stop talking.

A1l of the caucasian ministers who came to camp would

come over to visit my father, and the block Issei did not like
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like that. They thought that these caucasians came to get
information about the Japenese from my father. They spread
some pretty nasty stories around.

"My mind was made up to answer"yes' on both 27 and 28,
but it made me pretty mad when one Issei ecame up to me and told
me thet I should answer 'no' as a 'true' Japanese. He saild
that I could never be an American no more than he could. I
just didn't argue with the fellow because I could understand
how some of those Issei felt.

"The most disgusting part was the attitude of the Nisei.
I really did argue with a lot of them in the CAS office.
They were so bitter and they tried to tell me to say nhno!
Some of them actually bragged sbout how they answered in
the negative. I certainly did feel ashamed of them. I
couldn't understand how they could get that bitter. They
just did not think too seriously about the matter. They
followed the mob, that's all. One time I went to the Kibei
club and I told a bunch of them just what I thought about the
whole thing. I don't talk much usually, but I ecertainly did
that day. I used by poor Japanese in speaking to them.

They respected me for my opinions. I was very brave that
day; I thought I was going to et beaten up for what I said,
but they didn't do anything. They thought I was a fool.

"Anyway, 1 decided to volunteer for the Army. I 4id
not make my final decision untid I walked inx to talk to the
Sergeant (Nisei). He asked me if I wanted to volunteer and
I asked him if I could. I was not sure if I could or not.

The Sergeant said that I could volunteer, but he was not

positive that the Army would take the aliens. So I signed

the paper.

"Alice was very surpriséd when I announeed the news although
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had been expecting me to sign up. ©She said that she wokidd miss
BEXEX -
me terribly, but she was glad since 1t was for my future good.
Alice was more disgusted with the Nigsel than I because she
thought they were letting down on their ideals.
"I quit my job in the CAS and then I just laid around

walting for a call, The physicial examination was given in

camp and I passed that. It has been a long wait. There are

fellows who volunteered who are still in camp waiting. We

had been expecting to go lmmedliately so that a lot of parties

and farewell dinnbtes were given to us. At first, very few

of the volunteers liked &t to be known that they were voluneer-
ing into the Army because the canp feeling was so bad, But
many of the Issel cooled off in time and they began to realize
that their children were going off to perform honoreble

duties. It wasn't the parents who made the blg protests in
the first place, but they were made uncomfortable by the pro-
Japan individuals. When the pressure was taken off they joined
in the parties and farewells. The Issel women were the first
to come around. ‘hey went arcund and made the thousand stitch
good luck belt for the volunteers.

"In the megnwhile we had talked it over and decided that

it would be better for Alice to relocate. Just before I
volunteered, I had an offer from the Illinols Institute 6f
Technology to drive a truck in return for $100.00 a month and
free tuition in the night school. I had accepted the job
and was waiting for my clearance when the registration came.
Alice had recédved anit offer from the Hostel to be the cook,

which she accepted. As things turned out, I had to turn down
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my job offer with regrets. Alice however decided to go ahead
wlth her offer. When she got out here to Chilcago, the job was
teken by somebody else. There was nothing else for her to do
but look for something else. It was quite an experience for
her, but it turned out to be for the best. At least she did

not have to stay in the domestiec field. ®he is working as

a general clerk in a cosmopolitan company and doing fine. She

makes a bout $110.00 a month now. At first she skakdxx was
staying in the “1inor %lub for single young business women,
but we got this apartment when I came out. I wanted Alice to
get sBttled before I went into the Army. |
"T just walted around. All of my things were packed

away. 1 got tired of tweddling my thumbs so I decided to

take a short term leave until I was called. On April 13, I
left camp with about 20 other Nisel who were relocating. We
rode in the tmmek to FPhoenix. About that time Yila had been
declared cut of the military zone. But people going out had
to take the ®mmkhx Santa Fe route. <+his involved an over-
hight stay in a small town in Norihern Arilzona. Ahhae had
gone that way and she had a very hard time getting a ccomodations
for the night. <There was a more direct route by the Southern
Pacific so Idecided to go that way. The only thing wrong was
that the train hed to go through part of the restricted zone
at Tuscon. ~nother Nisei fellow and I decided to take the
chance anyway.

"We stayed that night in Phoenix and had a good taste of

freedom. We didn't do much expect to go eat and go to a show.
Early the next morning the train left. When we got to xi

Tuscon, we were sitting in the train when a FBI man came
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When he saw us, he got very suspicious. He asked us if we were
'Japanese' and we saild yes. ghen he wanted to know where we
were going. We told him. Finally he asked us for our mil-
itary passes, which we did not have. He wanted our identi-
fication papers next. My friend was not even questioned much
when he said he was a citizen. But when he got to me and found
out that I was an alien, he said that I could not go through.

I told him that I was a voluntesr into theArmy, but he said
that did not meke any difference. He just pulled me off of

the train. If I was a citizen, then I am sure he would have

left me go. My friend &ater told me that he was not even

bothered after that. He was sitting next to a caucaslan just
after the train left ‘tuscon. Joe is a Hawalian Nisel and he
does not look Japanese. 4Anywaey the man turned to him and said,
1®ay, do you know that you were sitting next to a Jap spy? they
just pulled him off the train. ¥hose Japs are pretty
The way I was treated in *uscon, I may just as well have been
a Jap s8Spy. J'hey cross examined me for over an hour and then
put me in the jail. I volunteer and then I don't get any of
privileges. You can see why it is so impadrtant for me to
my citizenship.
"he strange part of the whole thing was that the officer

wh

o picked me up in ‘uscon was the same man who had escorted
me up to Missoula. When I told him this, he got stlll more
suspicicus. e thought I had excapbd from the concentration
camp. A phone call was sent into camp and after a lot of
exptdining, I was cleared. ®ut they said that I would have

to go back to camp. <that night I stayed in the jail.




"When I told the story to my friends, they thought I had
been insulted. ,I did not feel that way because I was used to
such inconveniences. It only made me more conscilous how much
value citigenship papers had. And to think that a lot of those
crazy Nisel are willing to throw their citizenship asidel
®ome Issei heard of my adventure and they came up to me and
said that this was proof that I was a fool for volunteering
since f did not get any privileges out of it and I would
always be condidered a Japanese. ‘hey egen tried mo make me
change my mind about the Army, but I did not listen to them.
However, such things do affect a person. I did feel very
discouraged deeﬁ inside, but I could not admit 1t to anybody
in camp. All I wanted to do was to get away from there as
fast as I could.

"Tt was #April 26 before my clearance

. ok
time I took the Santa F&. he first week

it easy and looked around. I was staying at the Hostel until
Alice could find an apartment. She was so worried about me
when she found that I had been arrested. Haturally we were
anxious to see each other and telk. <he first day I was in
the Hostel, Blice came rushing over but I could not talk %o
her until I finlshed washing the diabes as my share of the
work there. Wz I visited friends and looked around so that 1
did not have time on my hands.

"pAround the middle of May(1943) I ddcided that L may
as well go to work until I was cslled. I was not so sure that

T would ge t a call since the status of Issel volunteers was

not clesr. Anyway, I thought I could make & 1ittle money to
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help my wife along. Through the Friend's office I got a job
in a large Bindow shade company. 1 am the first Japanese in
the plant. Because I am not a citizen I can't work in a
defense plant. fhe company where I am also does a lot of war
wark making rain proof material for the Army and other things.
But I have to work in the section where no defense work is
done.

"lhe plant is located on the _outh west side of town. It

s

takes me a bout 45 minutes to get there. My work is to cut

inexpensive window shades into 6 feet length. lhere is not

mich future to the job and it is rather monotonous. The

workers come from a cosmopolitan background. the older

ones come from the various ghettos. <here is one Polish

fellow who has been working there for 40 years. LThen there

are American born Lithuanian, Italians, Irish, and others.

My shift runs from 3:30 to 11:30 at night. I have been

getting along swell with my fellow workers although 1 don't

know any of them intimetely yet. It is an old plant, but clean.
Junji was preparing to go to work about this point in

the interview. <+‘he writer noticed that he was put ting on

a white shirt, tie and clean slacks, with dress shoes. #Funji

was asked if he usually went to work like that, to which he

replied:
"T dress up every day to go to work because I think that
it is very important that I meke a good impression. I feel
that I rerresent a lot of Japanese and what I do will determine
to a great extent how the other workers will judge the other

evanuees. + think that it is very important to make the

best impression. the other workers in the plant all come to
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work in dirty workclothes, but that doesn't make any difference
to me. My neat appearance has made a decided impression on
them. I'm not doing it for myself because I could just as
well wear old clothes, but it only takes that little extra
effort to put on a tie."

Bt the present time, Junji has several conflicting
thoughts. In the first place he does not know where he stands
in regards tc the Army. 9Junji feels that the foult 1lies with
the ~“elifornia Selective Service “ocard which is not reclassi-
fying him because he magx is an aléen. Junji only suspects
that this may be true.

"T can't very well do any planning because I think T
may be called to the frmy. My brother in law just had a
furlough recently and he told me tiet the Sergeant told him
that aliens were not even supposed to have been allowed to
be sipmed up for volunteers and that none were to be accepted .
I know that we were allowed to sign up, but I am not sure about
being accepted. 1 haven't heard oflany Issel being taken in
yet although I did hear from somebody that a Topag Isseil
got in after writéng to the War Department. I have been
thinking of writing to Secretary Stimson for definite

I m y I s 1
o tell the truth I am not pushing it too

clarification. +

muich right now or making anyspeclal effort. Alice 1s alone
and she doesn't want to lose me too soom. #11 wives are that
way. She wants me to finish school first. If L get the call,
I will go and I am sure that Altce will approve it. 1 feel

that the war is going fto last a couple of years yet so that I

have plenty of time to get a taste of Army life.
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"My brother has also volunteered. He is going to Drake University
until they cell him. I don't think too much of the idea of the
Nisei combat unttx; it is opposed to democratic principles, but
T can't too nuch about that.
"] pegard my present job as a stepping stone only. I have
decided to go on to college and finish up my last year 1f any
colleze will accept aliens. I hope to have enough saved up by
next fall. I will be able to save & fair amount since I make
432,50 a wdek and Ahfee is also working. Iy job is good to
help in the financing so I am fairly satisfied. I know that the
job itself has no future and I would be most unhappy if I thought
T had to do it all bhe time. Either the Army or School will
teke me out of it by next fall."

Junji has worked out two goals for himself. He wants to

=N . a . - s s 1.8 Dy
finish his education and get his citizenship. oth ere " vVery

.5

imrortant to him. Junji would like to own his own business for
the future. He feels that he could fit into some part of the
marketing field with his education. He is not planning to remain
in “hicago permanantly in the event that the Army does not take
hime

"vou know what I want to do? I plan to go to a city where
there eare no Japanese at all. I don't like to be all congreg-
eted with other Japanése and I know that this will happen if
I stay in a place where there are a number of them around. I
want to be lost in the American society. ‘he Yombat team defBats
this purpose since 1t puts the emphasis on the Jagpenese, but I

can't control that. I don't thihk it will solve any problem

that way.
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"I do not expect to rely on my father any more. He supported me
for long enough. I know that he is comfortably fixed and 1 don't
want to drain his cash., My father likes to spend money. He spent
wulite a bit in camp. He is not thinking of relocating now and I
think that he plans to go back to Valifornia if only to retire
in 1 Monte. However, he has been interested in getting the
Nisei out. Several months ago he took a trip out here at his
own expense just to have a look around and then he went back to
camp and told the people about the possibliities.
"I would not even consider going back to Califcrnia at the

present time. After the far 1 am going to get as far away

from any Oriental that I can get. I am a Japanese Daniel ﬁoone.

You know they have a Japanese church here, but I would not want
to be seen near 1t. I plan to get into the activities of one
of the neighborhood churches."

In spite of these determinations, Junji has limited himself
to pretty much of a Niseli level, except for the church caucasians
whom he knows. In the efforts to seek a social 1life, the drift
has been towards locking up old friends and relatives. However,
Junji seeks out the type of Nisei who are more Americanigzed. One
of tﬁe friends he has made recently 1s an old time lssei resident.
This issei, lp, Iwagami, lives directly acepss the street from
Jumji. The area has an increasing number of resettlers moving
into it since it is around the University and 63rd street which
is the largest shopping district south of the Loop.

Junji beceme interested in Mr. lwagami when he found out
that this man had put up the Americen flag for the block Civilian
Defense Bulletin “oard. This lssei is rumored to be a former

graduate of Oxford University in Bngland and he has traveled
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widely all over the world. Junji explained that the man had a
mimber of influenciel caucasian friends. He 1is working in the
General jlectric Company where he is a speclalized engineer.
Junji steted that Mayor Kellmy had been instrumentel in helping
him to Bet back the job after he was fired when the war broke
out. Mr. Iwagamg is married to a caucasian women, a graduate
of Oberlin College in Ohio. he is very active in Red Cross
and Church work in the neighborhood. A 18 year ofdid daughter
recently graduated from Hyde Park High School. She is very
cultered and intelligent. “he will go to Oberlin in the “all.
(Writer plans to write up this family after developing the
acquaintance a bit more. )

It is through contacts such as this that Junji hopes to be able
to become integresed into the community life.

He recognizes that his leisure time is one of his greatest
problems. Junji has been drifting towards his former Hiseil
friends in spite of his desire to expand out into tThe community.
However, these contacts are limited chiefly to weekends. His odd
working hours does not permit a great deal of time for a social
1ife. Yunji would like to get changed to a day shift since he
does not get to see his wife too much. When he comes home from

work, she is asleepj;and when she goes to work, he is asleep.

Junji feels that this is not a desireable arrangement.

'.t R » - 3 3
For kis leisure activities at present, Junji anc Allce
attend the moviées on the average of once a week. Junji reads
a great deal. There were a number of books scattered arcund his

apartment. Among them were Native Son , One World, =snd some

recent books on the war. “mong the magazines, the writer noticed

New Republic, Yoreign Policy reports, Life, and others. In general,




his level of reading 15 above average, On the intellkctual side.
Junji also reads novelsx twhich dlscusses sSonme social problem, but
lately I have been reading anything 1 can get my hands on." He
1istens to the radio commentators religlously, his favorite
being Boake Carter. Junji makes o special effort to listen to
any town hall program which discusses the problem of racial
minoritlies. Juniil also makes & special effort to buy all

nagazines which has an article discussing some phase of the

“apanese problem in America. A copy of the “ummer edition of

i Nl 3
Yommon _round which contained several articles on the WRA

policy and camps (one by Bddie Shimeno) has been thumbed through
a great deal. dunji explained that it has been passed around to
meny of his Niseil friends. Junji has now started to borrow
books from Mr. lwapegh, who has a good library. There is also
a tendency developing to use Mr. Iwagami's house a8 the center
for meeting friends. he house is large and roomy with a grand
piano in the living room and many comfortable chairs. Largely
through Junji's friendship, Mrs. Iwagaml has become interested
in the resettlement program. This family had been more or less
cut off from Yapanese contacts prior to the resettlement of the
evagnees in large numbers to this alty., . Mxg, Iwagami has decided
to temporarily house resettlers who have had a difficult housing
problent. jhe first one she will take in will be a close friend
of Junji's, a Mr. Earl Yusa, wife,and child. (Mr. “usa plans to
attend a church college.)

Junji is not satisfied with his present apartment and he
plans to move to another place if one can belocated. He has
been used to a large roomy RARX house before evacuatlon SO

that he feels cramped in the one room apartment which he now
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occupys. 9Junji lived on a Tatrly high standard prior to evacuation
and he now feels that a temporary cramping like the camp apart-
ments is not necessary. A large double bed takes up most of the

1ol
"“or an extra dollap a

room. The kitchen is rather narrow.
week, the landlord put in another bed in the kitchen so that we
can take in friends overnight." A bathroom #s shared with other

roomers on the third floor where Yunji is living. The thing which

causes Junji the greatest discomfort is the bedbugs. "‘he land-

lord tells me that most of the apartments in :hicago have them
but € can't resign myself to all that biting at night and I will
either zet cut or get rid of the bedbugs. Back in talifornia,
having bedbugs was an unmentionable subject®m, but the people
around here talk quite freely about 1t." A refrigidaire, a
small radio, several trunks, and some pleces of furniture com-
plete the furnishings of the apartment. 9Junji feels that it is
no different from the crowded camp and he dtated that he was
looking for a more homelike place. "I would hunt harder, but I
don't know when I will be called for the Army and I may go off
to school so that we can't plan on getting too settled."

Junji is a little fearful of the future. "I think most of
the Japanese are in for a tough time. I don't know what they will
do. I don't even know what I will be doing definitely. I don't
think I will have any children for quite a while. I am hoping
that we do have a better world after the war. It seems to me
that we will have a change in our sconomic system. I would like
to see an aspplication of the principles of L"hristz‘,an brotherhood

but that is too much to hope for the nesr futupe,"
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July 20, 1943,

On July 15, Junji went to the Friends office in search of
another job. The following conversation was reported by

Tanaka, one of the interviewers there:

"I hope to find e better job, The VWestern shade company

is all risht, but it gets me down becaw e the work is so

‘menotonous,s I don't want to be: outting shades forever, It
is easy work and my boss is satisfied with me, but I think
that I am the only college graduate in the whole outfit.

"A lot of the workers are ignorant and they don't even
speck English correetly. I want to get out of there as
quickly as I cans I have asked them many tires if I could
get into the office, Wut they give me the brush ofr.'They fell
me that I can meke more money by cutting shades and that
the office work is Jjust for girls, But I would rather work
in the office for (20,00 a week than be cutting sha des for
$32.,00, I am a commerece ma jor and I want to do sometling
that will add to my skills If I work too fast at the factory
the other workers get mad and they tell me to slow down.f I
want a Jjob where I can see Alice, mywife, more often. I'&on't
get to see cnough of her, I am also Xooking for a new apartment.
My plase has bedbugs and it is too oramped. Ve don't lmve a

private bathroom eikher, "




ADDENDA =--Junji Oyama

A brief home visit was made and Junji's wife informed
interviewer that Junji had quit his job because he felt that 1%
vas a dead end job. He has made application to the Bank
Lmploymaet agency for a positions Junji is willing to learn
from the bottom up. Ie feels that this work is more in
line with his college training. Junji is also attempiting
to register at Northwestern University for the fall term. Ile
was told that he could not enroll as a regular student due to
the Navy school being located on the Evanston eampus. However,
junji has been given permission to enrotl in the downtomn
night school. Northwestern cannot give him a diploma, but
Junji feels that he can complete his work in two years ona

part time basis. At the present time, he 1s waiting for a

call from the Bank for employment, but he does not know if

the prospects are very good.

The couple are very disatisfied ®ith their present
apartment, but nébther has mmm much time to look for a better
place, They feel that they may be stuck in their apar tment

due to the great housing shortage at the present time.
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(dunji Cyema, pouods)

Sorvice Comalttoe office in
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Wil LGEC




Aug 5

(?)
Jun ji now working in defense factory owned
by naturalizeé cityzen. Day shift. Plans
to attend Northestern Evening School. Two
years for diploma. College uncertain as to
whether diploma can be granted due to Navy
restriction. No further news on Army status.
Has not moved yet. No housing.
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142 test liain Street = Alharbyra, California

o have Imowm Iz, and Ibrse Olchi for at loa
-y,-eu::_s -= throush high seho0l == lator lire U
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COIMILTTER

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE MITTEE
Pacif'iec Coast B.-.=a:n.ch
544 BEe. Orange Grove Aves
Pagadena, California

Jogeph L. Brown

Anmerican Friecnds Service Comilttee
189 Viest lisdison

Chiecago, Iliinoils

Dear Frlends

ed please find applieation blanks for Jir
1

0
Fhotvogrephs are not avallable but will be

the offieial photographer wilsits Gila in the hear futures
ie enclose, also, an cccupatlonal file card and a maste
indox file card,

For this last we do not seen i 1ave in our possession a
soyple of the official form and will have aslt you to do
this over in the proper form if this is not satisfactory,

of reference whieh »
. for sdditional rofer-
ences ac ding v regular procedure,

These young pecple have been in corregpondence with us since
about the middle of September and on my vecent visit to Gila
.i "‘au'. satigfactory tallks with both Jiro and Anna They

me as b\,in_, L‘s‘mn'ile:n.‘u '~"epres» ntatives 10:{' 'nelocawon.

are both outsi ders in ths -'o‘mf; 20plets

activities at u:ng-, Luu are qa.it-’e willi to c;o housework
for a year or two in order Lo help f;tLl-_"L t*"} movement of
voung people intc permanent reloecatlion.

Sinecerely,

Fhoads




RECOMHENDATION BLATXNK
For Hmployment Applicants Placed Through

ANMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COIMITTER
Southern California Branch
544 B, Urange Grove Avenue
Pasadena, Salifornis

Hame: Anna Yoshiko Oishi Address: 59=10=0, Livers, Ariz,

How long have you knovm applicant: 8 mos,. Relationship: Churech work

Appeerancet Creates fine impression Hemarks: Very nead, upright,
and attractive

Fersonality: Tleasing Remarks: fine smile and reassurance
Base in meeting people: Fleaslng smarlc Bright and polsed
Character: Good

Intelligence: Definitely above average Remarks: Keen and quiet

Reaction to LEvacuation: Remarirtat Newver had occaslon to Ltalk to
her gbout tnis

Initlative and originality: Awove average Rerakks: Good at handling
peonle

Sense of humor: Keen

Industry: Speedy and efficient  Remarks: She ls eonsclentious, knows
what she wants and does it

Cooperation with others: Good team worker

Sense of responsibility: Above average Remarks: Sticks to her job
to the end

Adaptabiliity to unforeseen and pos X Hemarks?

v S
Frobably good, but L can't
acguaintance,
Reaction to uncxpected situatlon: Hxeitable, but reasons with herself
Heelth: NHormel

Religious interest: Average

Rating in last jLJzo;a:?.u:i.u:r:l held: Good Renarks: She is giving a good
aecount of herself as children's dietlcian

Comments: Anna will be like anywhere. She is alert, quick and verr
responsive, She knows what she ° vents and goes after it., As
chairman of the social cow.mittee of our church Anna has shown




. remariable sbility to take hold of situations and get the young

people working for hers A fine leader!

Signature: Royden Susu=~lago Fosition: lMinilster

Add:'_"ess; -::32"1-.&, l{ivel‘S, Ariz, Date b e




. IRENE lMaeLEAN FRY Octobor 22, 1943
RURAL ROUTH Noe 1, Dox 107, 'ASADENA, CAL LFORNIA

Tp mw A

' HMAY CONCERNS

. have known Anna llekino Oisghi for about eight
vears. vShe vas a good student in Alhawbra City Hipgh
School, a good eltlizen and well liked by her class
mates.

Anng has boon a leader in the Yual Club of which
I was the adviser, This elub was formed to ald the
American Japancse girls to study service and to gilve
service to their community. These girls sponsored the
Alhambra Flower Arrangement Slhiows. Anna was greatly
responsible for the suecess of these shows whore
thousands of people abttended.

she has executive ability, i® very dependablae,.
Her character is excellent, she has been active in
chureh (Christian) sctivities and is a good Christian.

I can recommend Annas vishi without reservation.

Sincerely,

/8/ Irene llaclean Fry




4915 We 67th 8te,
Chicago, Illinois.
Auge 24 1943

American PFriends Serviece
seeurlity Building
189 Madison
Chiecago, Illinois Re: Jirc Cishi
‘ 859 R, 64th St.,
Chiecago, Illinoils

The above named verson is being considered for em=
ployment or continued employment with this company and has
given your name #s a character reference, stating that you
are in a position to lkmow his personal qualifications,.

Because the operations of this company are devoted
entirely to the war effort, extreme care mst be teken to
see that only loyal, ecapable persons are employed. e would
therefore sincerely appreclate your confidencial reply to
the questions on the form enclosed, which may be conveniently
returned to us in the atarped gself-addressed envelope.

We will be gratePyl to hear from your promptly.

fours very truly,
S CIAKY B RO

/8/ FPrient Berdreisks

THIS IS5 A REQUIRID INVESTIGATICN AND SHCOULD
NOT BE CONSTRUED AS ANY REFLECGTION TPON THE
LOYALTY, CHARACTER OR IWTEGRITY OPF THIS

PR 2 y

- ddliVile




iebruary 18, 1943,

re Thomas Holland
aployment YJivision

War Helocation Authorlity
Barr Bullding

001 = 1l7th Street, .W.
Wagshington, D.C.

Dear Thomas Hollend:

The Tollowing two evecuees have been
offered Jobs by Illincis Instituts of Technology:

lilyaji, illasancbu Charles = Blk. 6, Bldg., 5, Apt. 3,
llanzanar, California

Olshi, Jiro and Anna = 50=10-C, Rivers, Arizona

These jobs ecannot be keplt open very long because the.
services requested aro essentia) to the operat ion of
the University. These young men will be gilven an

oprortunity to study evenings, tuition free, and it 1is
lmportant that they take up their work very quickly,

According to our records lllyajl has already received
his F,B.1. clearance, I do not have any information
on the status of Olishl and his wife but would appre=
ciate it if the clearance and travel permits of these
+three individuals can be lusued as soon as possible.

fours truly,

JRB:B /8/ Joscph Russell Browm,
Agsistant Secretary




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
226 VWEST JACKSCI BLVD,
CHICAGC, ILLIWNOIS
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POSITION AS COCE TO AWWNA CISHI, 59=15-C

$60 MONTH AND MAINTENAWNC

LITEH Le SHIRRELL
RELOCATION SUPERVISOR




liarch 4, 1943

American Friends Serviece Ccmmittee,
Dear lr, Horgzenroth,

T vocaived vour telegean last evenlng end I am interested
in the job which you are offering ne, but have had no experience
as a coolks I was wondering if you could nlease explain whether
it is a e full responalbility as a cook or like the cocks In the
center here. :

I am working as a distition in the kitchen here, but with
baby food only. IHere they have a Supervisor, a Chief Cook and
then the cookss If it is like the Cooks in the emnter, I would
like to Ttry its.

Jiro is still walting for the Army, for it will be about
the latter part of this month, that the fellows will have thelr
physical examinations, so untll then he is uncertaln as To
whethor he will be accented, although we see no physical defects
about him,

Wle apprecliate all you Friends, for what you are dolug ©o
help us relocate, and I wish to thanlk you very mich for your
wonderful service.

I will be walting to hear from you.
Siancerely,

[s/ lirs. Anna Ulshi




(COPY OF WIRE)

WESTERHN UNION

ANITA OISHI

59=15=0

WAR RELOCATION AUTHCRITY
RIVERS, ARIZONA

PAY SIXTY DOLLARS NCNTHLY PLUS MAINTENANC I,
NEED IS URGENT, REPLY WESTERYN UNICN IMMEDIATELY., IP

ARRANGE LIVING

HOoPE YOU CAN CONE EVEW IF

AT M RIS TV TIRTIN O TIVET
; .I;.— e -L-ibi‘.cx SHNUL

AUESICAL FRIEHDS SERVICE CCULNITTEE




Feb, 26, 1943

American Friends Servigce Comaittee
169 Vest liadison streot
Chicago, Illinois,

Pear Jogeph R. Brown:

I wish to express my gratltude &nd sincere thanks for all
the lielp and scrvice yon have rondored 1S,

I have voluntesred for tho Army and they are not taking any
pPhysical examinations until the latter part .of liarch therefore I
carmot ask you to hold that position open until I pass or fail to
pass those requirements, :

In fairness to you and the necossity of keeping good rela=-
tions with various employers, L feel that 1t is not ripght to ask
you te hold a job for an indefinite possibility of filling it, It
might endanger ifuture possibllities of finding jobs for other
evacuees., I would not feel right to request of you to hold this
job for me too long, ‘So plecase allow me until lMareh 7, to fulfill
that Job Then allow someone olse an opportunity at the job,

This decision was something that I have made vears ago. 1t
offers me a chanee to show that, if needed be I was, snd have
always been ready to wlicld what I cunsidered By my Weliefs in
democracy and Urue American way of l1life, even though men have
abused and misused these privileges for their own benefits, I
8till belleve in the baszim principlss enougch to see a workable
solution of it by bringing Into 1ts economie field a demoeratie
organization of livelihood, coorerativese It was the exploitation
of large monied interests that led to our evacuation, and not be=-
cauge of the decislons of the people.’ I have faith in the American
peonle to deal justico, \

There are those who believe that this war is also caused by
these pame interects, why be led into conflict by thems I agree
with them but, in order to solve aproblem, I have beon faced with
during my life here in the United Stales, as well as many other
orientals, of belng a citizen of another country by birth and not
allowed to bocome a citizen of the country of my bellef. I have
to show the people in this eountry, that eitizenship is not always
a privilege of birth but also a grant to whomever believes and
lives by action those prineiplesd,

I hate war as a means of solving problems, buf I will not
allow it to kill that privilege of showing by acting a belief, that
those prineciples are worthy of giving my life for, so that tho new
generation of peoples will benefit by them, not as a national pri-
vilege, but as a universal right, to wvhomever takes upon himself,
*by living those rights, regardless of racc, color or religioni

This L believe will be the soluiion to racial diserimination




and many unjust prejudices based upon false raclal theories
superlorities of raciasl groups.

Sineerely yours,

g/ Gereld Jiro Uishi

P.2¢ I have sent a letter explaining my decision to the
Il1linois Institute of Techrnology.




Febe 5, 1945

Gerald Oishi
58=15«C
Rivers, Arlzona

Dear Gorald Oishi:

: This Tllinois Institute of Technology, 3300
Federal Street, Chicago, Illinois, would like to
employ a statlon wagon driver, He would drive the
college's new station wagon between various units of
the Institute between the hours of 8130 and 5:00
five days a week, and from 8:30 to 12:00 on Saturdav,
The basic salary is {100 per month, and the offer of
employmant states that there 1ls oprortunity for
overtime work and speeial trins.

In addition, the employes is offerod freec
tuition at the Imstitule for night classes. The job
is as permanent as you ecare to make 1it,

We realize that thls is not & very large salary
on whieh to support yourself and your wife, But if
you eould start togother it would be possible for
your wife to find employument In thls clty once you
have arrived here,

Please let me have & roply by return mail,

Yours btruly,

/8/ Joseph Russell Brown,
I\S; ilstant Secr ‘tﬂl"j'




(cory)

Offer of Hmployment for Japanese Amerieans To be returned to:

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR EVACUEES and/or AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTE
Room 1010, 189 Yiest Hadison Street, Chicago Illinois

Company or Individual: Illinois Institute of Technology

Addresst 0500 Federal Street, Chiecago, Illinois
fositlon offered: station Wagon Driver Starting: 1/15/43

betuween units of the

Duties: Chauffeur = new station wagon, £
cept Saturday when

drivi
Institute Hourg = 8350 to 5:00 e:
oD te 12:00. To Sunday work.

1N
X

Qualifications: Good driver, courteous.
Helpful qualifications: HNeat appcarance desired,
Union membeorsghip necessary: o
Starting salary: 100 per month Uhat basis: monthly
Part time work: Io Temporery: lo permansnt: Yes
Advancemeont opportunities: (Could study tuition free nights,
Other compensations: Opportunity for overtime = special trips,
Room and board offered, describe: Iilone
Housing facilities available: o Can you assist: Yes
Other Japanese American emploved: No
Position onened because former holder drafted: Yes
Yosltion ¢ returned at end of duration: Iot necessarily
If so, could you use present applicant els-where: Yes

I11likols Institute of

lede Spaeth

Iregaurer




Gerald VUishi
59=15=-C
Rivers, Arizona

Dear Gerald Oighi:

le have your leiter of February 10 acecepting our of ffer
of the job as a station wagon driver.

Housing facilities are not plentiful, but vthey ave not
impossible as is true in & good many ¢ cities. The Dnlvo c'.’L*I:.'xr
states that hous 1n' is not available on the campus, but that
they are willing to asgsit you in cbtaining a place to live.
We, too, will be glad to "wlr‘ you in any way we céne. Tem=
porary querters ean be arranged whensver wo know that you
are comings

By all means keep in constant touch wi uh the leave
officcr and make sure bthat your leave comes through as soon

as possible, The employer cammnot be held up indefinitelye.

As soon as you have recelived your travel permit start
for Chiecago proump U.Lu, letting us know thc exact date, rail-
road suatﬁon, and scheduled tine of arrival, We will try
to meet you at thu staetion. If e shcould be a slip-up
our telephone number 1is Central 2 620 The Iilinois Insti-
tute of ch]molcmy s listed in the *.:Cl“p wone book., You
should not have any difficulty in loeating us if we should
fail to meet you.

Yours wvery truly,

_ uagssell Bromm
seiatant Secrebary




(cory)

10, 1949

Americer Friends Service Commltlsee
189 lViest ladison Street
Chicage, Illinois

Dear JOseph.H. Browns:

I received your letter yesterday morning, It was
the best nous I have received sinee umy arrival here in
Glla., liy wife and I deeply appreciate your kindness and
consideretc interest in helping to relocate us by offer-
ing this cpportunity for self adjusbtment back into
Mmericen Sccletye.

Our release papers have been in the office for
two and a half weeks., I am goling to cunsult with the
leave officor to hurry our releases.

Weo would lille to kmow all or acquire information
upon the housing fecilities for my wife and I, Iy wife
is willing to work in e home for our room and board.

™is opportunity 1s vhat we have hoped for, 1t
glves me an opportunity to study instead of merely
melking & living to get away from these sbnormal soeial
conditions,

Sincerelyv yours

/s/ lir, and Mrs, Jire Oishi




(¢0PY3

APPLISAZTIOR FOR
BIOGRAPHICAL STATELELRT
ANERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE CCLIIITTES
544 E, Urange Grove Avenue

Pasadena, Califcrnia
llamet Oisghia, Gerald Jiro Sex: Male
Hame of wife: Anna Yoshiko status: Harrled
Addressa: 589=15=(, Rivers, Arizona

Former address: 3006 Lower Agusa Road, Il Monte, Calif,

Date of birth: Web, 20, 1918 in Nagoya, Jopan 5' 7"" 140 1lbs.

itizenship: Javanese Religion: Christian Health:
Social Security Account Hoe 5H5I=14=74037
Father: Mitsuji Oisghi, 54 (Japan) now in Rivers, Arisz,

lMother: Yoshiko Uishi, 50 (Japan) a

Brother: Junichiro Cisghi, 25 "

o Milton Oishi, 21 (U.S,)

Pred Cishi, 17 (U.S,)

Sistert GCGroce, 16 (U.5,)
Arrived in U,8,A,, 1920 Alien Identiflcation: 2109719
Columbia grermmer school, #l lonte
El Monte Union high, L1 Honte (eollege prop)
Pasadena J.C,, Pasadena (Business)
Us of So. Calif., Los Angeles (banking)
Read, write and speak English

Choice of Location iliddlewest,

Fref small city

GENERAL INFCRMATIUI
Referred to by: Rev. and lirs., Susu-liago, 52-1-A
Reglstered with VRA for outside employment: mno Cthers:

Member of VICA,

Good




-2‘

Can pay travel expenses %o middlewestern aresa

Can maintaln oneself without work if necessary for 8 wecks

Former employers and work:
l. Chauffeur and Lrack driver for father's business
2e FPicked berries
Ce Student elerk and manager at Fasadena J.J, store

Skills and hotbies: Vood carving, books (interested in philosophy)
Eind of employment sought: domestie

Iype of employment best qualified to undertake: Banking and finance,
marketing. easons: college major

Speelal skills, Lraining or experience:
l. ©Student clerk at Pasadena J.Cs store
ce otudent manager at Pasadena J.C. store
O¢ Flamned project (Credis lanual) for the center braneh of the
Bank of Calif'ornia

4e Organiged funciloral chart for the Commmity Activities and
helped supervise the department

Special interests:

l. Art: wood carving
o)

cs Gardeoning: plammed and bullt a Japanese garden
O¢ Uports: wrestling champion in 1935 at 140 1bs.

interest 1n teaching and orientation in American college which
would offer malntenarce bubt little or no cash income,

: 8 to be permanently established in: iarkéting of
fruits and vegetablesi Credit and finaneing field.

Refeorences?
Ly Paile Heckelman, 657 Gage St., Z1 Hontey Calif,
Rev, Royden Susu-lago, 52-1=A, Rivers, Ariz,
Iy Jolimgon, 710 Fremont Ave., S0. fazsadena, Calif,

Remarks: 1, Iy desire is to find a part time domestie employment so
ivhat I may atiend some college near by is po$fible, Uy wife also
desires to be employed full vime with me, so that we may be to-
gethers I wish te finish my major requirements in Banling and
Finances of which I had but ane more vear at U.5.Ce 2. e hope
to work two years or more depending upon the conditions offered,

/s/ Jiro Gerald Oishi




COMNMENDATIOCON BRANK

5 w

AMERICALl FRIENDS ERVICE COLMITTEE
sonthern California Branch
544 Be Oranze Grove Avonuo
Pagadeonsa, California

s>ei:g2 of responsibility

Adaptability ©o
eaction to unexn
Health: Normal.

Rating in last

Signature: ., Heckelman Position:

657 Gare Avee., 21 Monte, Calif, Datet

Addresgs




LIECATION P OR EMP
BIOLOGICAL STATEMENT

LO

ALLGILCAT MILENDS SERVICE COINIITTES

4 He Urange Growve Avenus
Pasadena, Californis

Name: Anng Yoghiko Oishi

by Yy A ®
S edil =

Hoame cf huc

Addregs: BY9=15-C, Rivers,

n Los Anreles, Callf,
elipgion: Christian

ceurity Account No, 551=20-0762

Pl 4

ino, €0 (Yaren) now

[

HMakino,
Ito, 2%

rSe Helen Emrasghi e

Brothar: Jiumy Yulklo Malkine, 21

Out of U.S.A

0 -~ - ,7 a2 w—y
Returned in

Moy, 1925
fhomas Jeffersony Glendale, Cali: J
Alhambra high scheool, Alkhombra (colle
Business nizht sgéhool

Flower arrangement clase

A

-

Can read, write and speel: English Can undersiand

= L ol A v = w L
CII0T o, WIrlce Oy speal

Relocatio ls eastern 2+ mnmiddlewest

Profor: middlewest

b |
ow

FENERAL INFORMATION

Referred to by Reve and Mrs. susu-Mago, Hivers, A

Listed with no other a ency Not registered with

Becn member of JACL.

3058 Lawer

Dec, 15, 1942
Maryriod

Azugn Rde, 51 Honte

51357 110 lbs,.

Health: Good

grardmother,

littlo

‘lz'

RA for em'loyment




Cen pay own Uravel exXpenses. Can maintain oneself if mecesszarvy to
middlevestern aree for at least 8 wesk \
Forme: employers, address, nature
Clerk, boolkkeerer, answering vaking orders in father's

o

produce store, 1020 II, San Gsbpisl Bl : briel
Clerk at Threeo Star froduce, San N ¥ i Y  LO65=070
: POk P TR ( < $Tn oy -, E Y . y o : 1o
Domestie worl: (4 monthe), lrg. | #ibbsg 7 Rds, San dgrine
Sskilis: Snitting, reading,

Booloyment scughti: dJomestl
Tlo
Fetig Heckelman,

Reve Hoyden Susu-lacs
el ] p———— T
Ve i g B‘mi’ 1;}&._-

Acma3“§: Sy busbe nd 4 would 1. to find employment together,
Both of my brothers-in-law s nited States eitizense.




CH-2 Junji Oyama, 27
JOBS

Junji arrived in Chicago in April, 1943, for a temporary
visit with his resettled wife before uveing called for induct-
ion. Since he was technically an slien, his draft stetus re-
mained indefinite for a number of weeks.

"Around the middle of May (1943) I decided
that I may as well go to work until I was called.
I was not so sure that I would get a call since
the status of Issei volunteers was not clesr.
Anyway, 1 thought I could mske & little money to
help my wife slong. Through the PFriend's office
I got a job'in a large window shade company. I am
the first Jspanese in the plant. Because I am not
8 citizen I can't work in a defense plant. The
company where 1 am also Goes a 1ot of war work
making rain proof materisl for the Army and other
thines. But L have to work in the set¢tion where
no defense wrk is done."1

Junji soon became wored with this job as it was "rather
mono tonous" and "there is no future to it." (p. 4) He made
fairly pood adjustments in the plant since he telieved that it
was his responsibility to make a good impression on the Jjob.

"I feel that 4 represent a lot of Japesnese
and what I do will determine to a great extent how
the other workers will judge the other evscuses.

I think that it is very important to mske the best
impression. The other workers in the plant all
come to work im dirty work clothes, but that does
not make any difference to me. Iily neat appearance
hae made a decided impression on them. I'm not
doing it for myself because I could just as well
wear o0ld clothes, but it only takes that 1little
extra effort to put ona tie."~

Junji's personal adjustments were made more difficult be-
cause of his conflicting hopes suvout his draft statve snd the

limitations it placed on planning for the future. He Iregaraed

i Case History,

Z. Case History, pp.




nis jou only as a "stepping stone" at that time (summer, 1943)
for his major gosls were to finish his last year in college and
to get his citizenship. Junji believed thet his educstion
would assist him in enterineg his own business in the future.

Le did not plan to remsin in Chicaco permanently in the event
thét he was not accepted by the Army.

"You know what 1 want to do? I plan to go to
a city where there are no Japanese at all. I don't
like to ve all congregated with other Japsnese and
I know that this will happen if 1L stay in a place
wnere tnere are a number of them srouvnd. I want to
ve lost in the American society."$

Junji hsd no intention of returning to the Yscific Coast.

"I would not even consgider coing back to “alifornis
at the present time. &after the war I am coing to
cet as far away from sny oriental that + can eet.

I am s Japanese Dsniel Roone."4

At the same time Junji was rather fearful of the future.

"I think most of the Japanese are in for a
tough time. I don't know what they will do. I
don't even know what L will ve doing definitely.

I don't think I will have any children for juite a
while. I am hoping that we do have a vetter world
after the war. It seems to me that we will have a
change in our economic system. I would like to see
an application of the principles of Christian bro-
therhood but that is too much to hope for in the
near future.,"d

In mid-summer of 1943, after he discovered thst he was not

eligible to enroll in sny of the restricted colleges in Chicago,

Junji quit hie job in order to search for a "white collsr" po-

gition,

Case History, p. 26.
Lase History, p. 37.

Lase History, p. 40.




"I hope to find a better job. The Western
Shade Company is all right, obut it gets me down
vecause the work is so monotonous. I don't want
to be cutting shades forever. 1t is easy work and
my woss is satisfied with me, but + think that I
amn the only college graduste in the whole outfit.

"a lot of the workers sre ignorsnt amd they
don't even speak English correctly. 1 wsnt to get
out of there as quickly a8 I ean. I have asked
them many times if 4+ could eget into the office,
but they give me the brush off. <Lhey tell me that
I can meke more money cuttine shades snd that the
office work is just for egirls. bBut I would rather
work in the office for $20 a week than be cutting
shades for $2<. I am a commerce major and + want
to do something that will add to my skill. If I
work too fast st the factory the other workers get
mad and they tell me to slow down,"©

After August, 1943, Junji worked in a defense plant snd
took & pert-time course at Northwestern University. (case
needs follow-up)

Prior to the war, Junji was in his final year at €0llege
ws joring in foreign commerce. The outvreax of the war was s
severe shock to him.

"I knew definitely where 1 stood, but I was

afraid that the Americans would be suspicious of

me. I realized right then that I would try to get

my citizenship at all costs. 1 envied the Hisei

who took it for granted."7

A few days later Junji was arremted apparently because of

mistaken identity, and he was not released from the internment

camp in dorth Dakota until the following March, 1942. Junji

was greatly upset by this experience and he made no plans for

the future vecause of the increasing rumors of & genersl evacu-

ation.

©. VL‘ase bistory, p. 41.

7. Case History, p. 1l2.
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"It's terrivle to have no security for the future.
I was frustrated in feelings, L thoueht & lot
about the fact that I was an alien. 1 felt like =
Nisei, yet I waes marked. I had to aviae vy all of
tnose alien restrictions. I thought this was most
unfair. I did not feel or sct like an Issei, but
I could not do anything about it. It bothered me

a lot because people would ask me if I were a cit-
izen or an slien."8

At the assembly center, Junji worked as a teacher in the

temporary school and this was a satisfyineg exper ience for him.
"All this time, I was uncertain of my own fu-

tvre. 1 knew where + stood, ovut 1 did not kunow

how I would be teken. S o I told my clsss that

these hardships would develop our personalities if

we were optimistic swout the futwre and had faith."?

In Gila Junji was employed as a Community sctivities Ser-

vice coordinator. During a strugele with the sitei for control

of the recreation department, Junji became increasingly aware

of his own c¢itizenship insecurity. In february, 194Z, he vo-
lunteered for the Army and rejected a jou offer in Illinois.
His wife carried through her resettlement plans in March snd
Junji decided to 20 out and join her the followine month while

waiting for the Army call.




