
GH- 2 

Evac uat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy , 
J une 3, 1943. DST . 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er v i ew J u l y 8. 1945 I nt er v i ewer  Char l es I  i l i uchi  

1. 
4 . 
5. 

J i r o Oi s h i  Name 
Pr esent  addr ess 
L at er  addr es s es 

2. S e x . (M F 3. Mar r i ed st at .(f i  S D W 0 
64t h S t . , Chi c ago . I l l i n o i s 

Dat e Apr i l  26, I94~5 

6. B i r t hp l ac e Nagova. J apan" 
8. Al i en or  c i t i zen  ̂

7 . Bi r t hdat e �'ob. 20, 1918 

OI L 
10. Addr esses bet ween De c . l , 1941 and evac uat i on 

9. Ni s e i , K i bei  or  I s s e i  I s - el  

- L- L 
nn tip j  
i oul a, 

( a) 
(b) 
( c ) 
(d ) 

11. ' Assembl y Cent er  

fini  i f  
r 'ont  ana ( i nt .er ned ) 

11 Lion f r o 

THil  ,cir>p 

12. Rel oc at i on Cent er  ry, i  f l  

Dat e 
il  
if  
I» 
it  

Dat e 
u 

Dat e 
il  

Dec . 7 . 1941 
Dec . T WT 
.I ' r̂ oh 1942 

Anr i l  50. 1- 42 

Sept . 1942 

13. Addr es s es bet ween t i me of  l eav i ng Rel oc at i on Cent er  and pr es ent  
(a) Dat e Apr i l  26- May 1 
(b) " � 
( c ) " " 

14. Per sons l i v i ng i n hous eho l d on De c . l , 1941. Rel at i o ns h i p t o Re-
i a i  vn.mi gî  (,Ton) 01 nh 1 s et t l er  

[c I  J uni chi r o 
(d) f  

F at her  
Mot her  

Al f r ed) Br ot her  

Lad 
H- ranfì  

(e) Mi l t o n 
( f ) 
(g) 

(h) 
( i ) 
(J ) 

(10 
(1) 
(m) 

Br ot her  
Br ot her  
Si s t er  

15. Per sons l i v i ng i n hous eho l d on ev ac . day 
( I f  same as 14, ent er  s y mb o l , e . g . 14( a ) . ) 

( a) 
( b > Z I Z I I Z Z Z Z I Z I Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z 

( d > � 
( e) ' 

. � 

(h) 
( i ) 
( j ) 

(k) 
(1) 
( m) 

(ml  
( o) 

Rel at i o ns h i p t o Re-
s et t l er  

F r i end 
i n Fn r:n t.a 
l 'eviri  Tiingnt.n 
J f ì . Kirlo  

�'r i ond 
F r i  en-
F r i end 

.I 'LyokQ * fry I r?nn 
Shi zue. 
Y os hi t o 
Anna (mar r i ed Mar . 29, 1942) 

F r i end 
F r i end 
Wi f e 



Occupa-
t i on Dec 
1, 1941 

Educ . i n 
J apan 

Gr ade compi  
Amer  .s c hoo l  Bi r t hpl ac e 

, J ap gii   
. .J  ata a,j- i   

f l t . ntìfìTTi- , 

(m 
16. I f  i mmedi at e- f ami l y (par ent s , s i b l i ngs , c hi l dr en or  spouse) 

wer e not  i nc l uded i n househo l d gr oup i n 15, because of  d i f f er -
ent  r es i denc e or  because dec eas ed, gi ve det a i l s r egar di ng t hem) 

(e) 
( f  ) 
16, cont i nued -

Bi r t hp l ac e 

17. What  member s of  househo l d and i mmedi at e f ami l y evacuat ed t o 
get her  t o Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (gi ve symbol s used 
i n 15 and 16) . a t i m̂i- n r; - in n in i fi , 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS, page 5. 

15 cont  
Age 

J LÜ. 

i n ued 
Sex 
M 

Re l i g . 
A f f l i . 

1Mt1 s t . 

Mar . 
St at . 

Name 

Gr ade compi . 
Amer .schoo l  

Occupat i on 
Dec . 1, 1941 

( f o r  dec . l as t  
) 

Rel i g i o n 

18. Composi t i on of  househo l d i n Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone (Gi ve 
symbol s f r om 15 and 16; i f  o t her s , gi ve s ex, age, r e l at i o ns h i p ) 
Upon ar r i v al : A T/N̂ ON̂ -VI r f -IN IN NNRI O 
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Rel i gi on 

18. cont i nued -
J ust  bef o r e depar t ur e t o Assembl y Cent er  or  F r ee Zone 

19. Composi t i on of  househol d i n Rel oc at i on Pr o j ec t  (Gi ve symbol s ; 
i f  o t her s , gi ve s ex, age, r e l a t i o ns h i p ) . 
Upon ar r i val : A THROUGH A PLUG Q 

J ust  bef o r e l eav i ng P r o j ec t : 
3.5.D ni- ,.,; Ui onft, aparfrpqrrt 
"te Ft, o- ° "r r ^y ,in, â rifi  binivi 

20. Composi t i on of  househo l d i n Chi cago at  dat e of  i nt er v i ew: 
(Gi ve symbol s ; i f  o t her s , gi ve det a i l s ) 

20. cont i nued -

Bi r t hpl ac e 
(a) 

Gr ade compl et ed 
Amer i can school  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec . 1, 1941 
( f o r  dec . l as t  
oc c upat i on) 

<f ): 
21. Changes i n compos i t i on of  Househol d i n Chi c ago : Not e depar t ur es 

by symbol  and dat es . Gi ve det a i l s f o r  new househol ds or  ent r i es 
Rel at i on-  Res i denc e 

Mar . 
Q TT '� � 4-  4-  T � ...V.4J./V "  ̂ /-> 4-  SI 4-  «-» +-

Name 
Rel at i o ns h i p 
t o r es et t l er  

Res i dence 
( i f  deceased 
wr i t e "dec " 

Br ot her  s t ays on f ur l ough 
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21. cont i nued -

Rel at i on-  Res i denc e 

(g) 
(h) 
( i ) 
(J ) 
( k ) 

(1) 
(m) 

Dat e Name 
s hi p t o 
r es et t l er  

( i f  dec eas ed 
wr i t e "d e c . " 

( i f  dec . 
age at  deat h) Sex 

Mar . 
St a t . 

"7 

c ont i nued -

Bi r t hp l ac e 
Gr ade compi . 
Amer .s c hoo l  

Educ . 
i n J apan 

Occupat i on 
Dec . 1, 1941 
( f o r  dec . l as t  
oc c upat i on) Rel i g i o n 

.To pan 1 ÎS-hV. sf.nri  Ant. (J f nT'i  <5- hi  p- n 

1 i r«p. a- honri u 
(a) ' 
(to)' 
(c ) ' 
(d) ' 
(e) ' 
(f )" 
(gV 
(h) 
(1) ' 
( J ) ' 

(k ) ' 
(1) ' 
(m)' 

El ement ar y schoo l s (name and l o c at i o n) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 
1 Q9R 

dfior>ppf  "7« sh "'nc- q̂n, \ 7y otjii  np 192A 4 t h 

Gr ammar  school s (name and l o c at i o n) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 
F i r s t  St . Sc hoo l . Lo? Angel es 1927 5 t h 
Li«") Sr- .hQpl  , Lnp. Ar |p«l  , , 1928 hLn, 
Harmift  1 - ± . >/hool f  Los Anf f t l er . 1929 7 t h 

Hi gh schoo l s (name and l o c at i o n) Dat es Gr ade compl et ed 
Bel veder e J r . H;Lg:h. Los Angf t l ŝ 1951 0 t h 
H I.;iontft  hi r - h s<Vhoo}.P Mont e r-  'y' öS-  O j  2t h 

Co l l eges , un i v er s i t i es and v o c at i o nal  
s choo l s (name and l o c at i o n ) Dat es 

Gr ade 
compl et ed. De gr ee 

Paaadf l no J uni o r  f j ol l f t f̂ t  P0.- 35.d9na 192f i - 3R 14 t h A . A . 
U . S . C . , Los Angel es 1958- 41 15 t h 

At t endanc e at  J apanese l anguage 
s c ho o l , l o c at i on Dat es 
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Av . mo 
wages Locat i on Typo of  i ndust r y-Nat ur e of  j ob 

onTT '̂nfíhQ 
r r̂i'i'.ñr  

23. Rel i gi ous connect i ons (begi n wi t h f i r s t , i nc l ude assembl y 
cent er  and Rel oc at i on pr o j ec t  and s t at us af t er  r es et t l ement ) 

Dat es At t ended what  chur ch Wher e at t ended What  Sunday s c h. 

22. Occupat i onal  h i s t o r y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  
unempl oyment  by ent er i ng dat es c ont i nuous l y and wr i t i ng 
"unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  such per i o ds . I nc l ude empl oy-
ment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel oc at i on Pr o j ec t  and cont i nue 
wi t h empl oyment  s i nce r es et t l i ng . 

Reason 
Dat es 

Fr om To 
. f o r  t er -
mi nat i on 

i t b d 

24. P o l i t i c a l  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ec t i ons For  what  par t y 

I ne l i g i b l e t o v o t e,bei ng an a l i en 



GH 2. J i r o Ger al d Oi s h i  WRA For m 26 303, 344 

2. Gi l a 8 / 22/ 42 
3. T u l a r e , 5 / 13/ 42 
4 . 3038 Lower  Azusa R d . , E l  Mont e, Ca l i f . 
5 . Oi s h l , Thomas Mi t s u i  J apan- Fukuoka 

Sano , Y os hi  J apan- Shi zuoka 
5a . U . S . Ent er pr i s er  Abr oad Mi n i s t er  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Co l umbi a, E l  Mont e 1924 t o 1932 

Hi gh s c ho o l , E l  Mont e, E l  Mont e 1932 t o 1936 
J . C . Pas adena, 1936 t o 1938 
Co l l ege, U . of  S . C . , L . A . , 1938 t o 1942 

7a . Co l . Bank i ng and F i nanc e ( Sp ec i a l i z ed ) 
8 . J apan 1918 t o 1920 
12. 67 140 l bs . 
13. Near  s i ght ed, c o r r ec t ed by gl as s es 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Head 
20. 2/20/18 
23. Yes 
24. S . C . 3 
25. Speaks Eng l i s h , no J apanes e 
27. Publ i c s er v i c e wor k 
27a . So c i a l  s er v i c e 
28. 10/ 5/ 42 Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es 

Gi l a , Ri v er s 
5/ 42 t o 9 / 42 Hel en Osaka 

T u l a r e , A . C . 

Di v i s i o n a l  Head 
( o r gan i z i ng c l ubs ) $16 mo. 

Teac her , J r . Bus i nes s $16 mo. 
T r a i n i ng 

Teac hes Sunday School - -  St udent  
29. Hobby: Head, ec onomi c s , ph i l o s o phy , h and i c r a f t , wood & l eat her  

30. Chr i s t i an 

J i r o ' s wi f e , Anna Y os hi k o Oi s h i  

2 . Same 
3. Same 
4 . Same 
5. Mak i no , To s h i o J apan- Kumamot o 

Mek at a, Tos hi y e J apan- Kumamot o 
5a . U . S . Veg. s t or e Abr oad St udent  
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , T . J e f f e r s o n , Gl endal e 1925 t o 1930 

J uni o r  h i gh , E l eano r  T o l l , Gl endal e 1930 t o 1932 
Hi gh s c ho o l , Al hambr a, Al hambr a, 1932 t o 193 6 
7a . None 

8. J apan 9/ 25 t o 6/ 26 
12. 64 105 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Wi f e 
20. 1/ 20/ 19 
23. No 
24. H.- 4 P . G. 2 y r s . 
25. No J apanes e 
27. Cl er k , Gen. o f f . wor k 
27a.Seams t r es s 



# 

-  2 -

J i r o ' s wi f e , Anna Y os hi k o Oi s h i , c ont i nued 

28. 9 / 29 / 42 Hi gh Super v i s o r  d i e t i c i a n , pr epar e baby f ood f o r  $16 
Gi l a babi es under  2 y r s . 

7 / 29 / 42 t o 9 / 20/ 42 Sugi yama, 
Super v i s o r , Tul ar e Di e t i c i an $12 

1929 t o 1942 Mak i no , Lease 
Owner , Ret a i l  C l er i c a l  wo r k , book k eepi ng 
F r u i t  and v eg. answer  t e l epho ne, e t c , 
San Mar i no , C a l i f . 

29. Hobby: Needl ec r af t , r ead (any t h i ng) 
O. P . Di e t i c i an 

30. Chr i s t i an 







Char l es K i k uc hi  
TJ . of  C a l i f � 
Ev ac uat i o n and Res et t l ement  St udy 

CH- 2 

J un j i  Oyama ( p s eud . ) 
J u l y 7 , 1953 

Thi s i s a case h i s t o r y o f  a young I s s e i  who was a 
c o l l ege s t udent  at  t he t i me war  br oke out l  He came 
t o t h i s count r y as an i nf ant ! and i s Ni s e i  i n t hought  
and ac t i o ns . Hi s gr eat es t  pr obl em i s t he i nc onveni enc e 
caused by t he l ac k o f  U . S . C i t i z en s h i p . 
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J un j i  i s a s l ender  young man, about  medi um h e i gh t , wi t h 

h i gh c heek bones . He has no phy s i c al  b l emi s hes . J u n j i  i s 25 

y ear s o l d at  t he pr es ent  t i me. He has been mar r i ed s i nc e l as t  

Mar ch 1942. He was bor n i n Na r̂ a , J apan i n 1918. "hen J un j i  

was t wo year s o l d h i s f at her  br ought  t he f ami l y t o t h i s c ount r y . 

He has one o l der  br o t her s , t wo younger  br o t her s and a s i x t een 

year  o l d s i s t e r . Two ot her  br o t her s di ed i n i n f anc y . 

J un j i  comes o f  a bet t er  educat ed f ami l y whi c h k as al ways 

been i n f a i r l y comf or t abl e economi c c i r c ums t anc es . F o l l o wi ng i s 

t he Oyama f ami l y compopdi fei bn: 

J un j i  and Ak i c n wer e br ought  over  f r om J apan, whi l e t he r es t  

of  t he c h i l dr en wer e bor n i n Ui ah . Eun j i  and h i s wi f e , A l i c e , 24, 

have now br oken away f r om t he f ami l y . A l i c e i s a Ni s e i , bor n i n 

Los Angel es . 

Mr . Oyama ar r i v ed i n t h i s count r y i n 1920, a f ew year s bef o r e 

t he r es t r i c t i v e i mmi gr at i on bar r i er s wer e i mposed. I n J apan, he 

was a Chr i s t i an mi n i s t er  i n '̂ukuoka Ken due t o h i s ea.r j <r  c ont ac t s 

wi t h t he Amer i can mi s s i o nar i es who had conver t ed hi m at  an ear l y 

age. Hi s f ami l y had been abl e t o send hi m t hr ough a ĥ r i s t i an 

c o l l ege wher e he t r a i ned f o r  t he mi n i s t er y . Mr , Oy amaxi xx 's 

wi f e at t ended a women's c o l l ege f o r  t wo y ear s . 

Ar ound 1920 Mr . Oyama was p r ev ai l ed upon t o l eav e J apan 

wi t h h i s f ami l y t o become a mi n i s t er  i n a J apanes e Chr i s t i an 

Chur ch i n Seat t l e . He f e l t  t hat  t h i s woul d be a good oppor t uni t y 

Mi t sur o Oyama 
Yos hi k o " 

55 f at her  
50 mot her  
26 br o t her  
25 

Ak i r o ' 
J un j  i  
Mi cky 
F r ank 
Gl ady s 

it  

21 br ot her  
17 br o t her  
16 s i s t er . 
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f o r  hi m t o see Amer i c a. He had hear d much of  t h i s count r y t hr ough 

h i s c ont ac t s wi t h t he Amer i can mi s s i o nar i es . Hi s po s i t i o n i n 

t he Chr i s t i an chur ch i n J apan di d not  pay much of  a s al ar y s i nc e 

t h i s r e l i g i o n I  was not  t oo popul ar  i n t hat  c ount r y . Mr . Oyama 

f i n a l l y was ab l e t o gat her  t oget her  enough money t o pay f o r  t he 

pas s age ac r os s t he P ac i f i c i n a J apanes e l i n e r . He ar r i v ed i n 

Seat t l e wi t h onl y a f ew do l l a r s . 

L i f e i n t he f i r s t  year  was most  d i f f i c u l t . Mr . Oyama's wi f e 

c oul d not  make adj us t ment s eas i l y . The o l des t  c h i l d had become 

131 on t he way t o Amer i ca and he di ed soon af t er  t he f ami l y ar r i v ed 

i n Seat t l e . Mr . Oyama soon di s c ov er  t hat  a J apanes e mi n i s t er  i n 

Amer i c a was equal l y as poor l y pai d as i n J apan . He had come over  

par t l y wi t h t he i dea of  mak i ng a l ar ge sum 6f  money. %e oppor t un-

i t y t o make some "b i g " money came when one of  t he b i g r a i l r o ad 

compani es aent  a r epr es ent at i v e t o t he J apanes e communi t y t o s i gn 

up l abo r er s . Mr . Oyama dec i ded t o qui t  t he chur ch t o s i gn up . I n 

t he Spr i ng of  1921 he wor ked as a l abo r er  al ong t he r a i l r o ads i n 

Wyomi ng. 

The f o l l o wi ng y ear  a bet t er  economi c oppor t uni t y dev el oped. 

The J apanes e ar ound .Ogden, Ut ah wer e j us t  o r gan i z i ng t he l o c al  

J apanes e As s o c i at i o n and t hey wer e l ook i ng f o r  an exec ut i ve 

s ec r et ar y who coul d speak E ng l i s h . Mr . Oyama f i t t ed t he qual i f i -

c at i ons s i nc e he had l ear ned a c ons i der abl e amount  o f  Eng l i s h wh i l e 

i n J apan. He t ook h i s f ami l y t o Ogden, but  he soon f ound out  t hat  

t he po s i t i o n was a l l  p r es t i ge wi t h l i t t l e pay . He r emai ned i n t h i s 

po s i t i o n f o r  about  a y ear , but  f i n a l l y dec i ded t o go back i nt o t he 

r a i l r o ad wor k 

so t hat  he c oul d suppor t  h i s p'r owi nQ' f ami l y . He 

r ec ei v ed a f i n e po s i t i o n i n t he Rai l r o ad r epai r  ho us e, but  he 

soon f ound out  t hat  t he o t her  c auc as i an wor ker s wer e j eal ous o f  
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hi m bec ause o f  h i s bet t er  pay i ng j o b. The e f f i c i enc y of  t he 

wor ker s dr ooped so much due t o t h i s p f e e l i n g t hat  t he company 

f i n a l l y t r ans f er r ed Mr . Oyama t o - ôck Sp r i ngs , Wyomi ng. The whol e 

f ami l y went  al ong. Mr . Oyama f e l t  t hat  he was go i ng t o f i n a l l y 

s et t l e down. However , h i s wi f e was most  d i s a t i s f i ed wi t h t he 

amal l  t own. I n u t ah she had been a b l e t o mi ngl e t o a .c ons i der abl e 

degr ee wi t h o t her  J apanes e f ami l i es ; but  i n Wyomi ng she f e l t  

i s o l at ed and cut  o f f  s i nc e t her e wer e no o t her  J apanes e i n t he 

t own. She f i n a l l y conv i nced Mr . Oyama t hat  t he smal l  t own woul d 

not  be good f o r  t he gr owi ng c h i l dr en . 

Af t er  many f ami l y d i s c us s i o ns , Mr . Oyama dec i ded t hat  he 

woul d go t o °a l i f o r n i a . He qui t  h i s j ob and t he f ami l y p i l ed i nt o 

a Model  T F or d f o r  t he c r oss count r y t r i p t o Los Angel es . 

He wor ked #or  a shor t  t i me i n a J apanes e gr ocer y s t or e dur i ng 

1937. hat  same y ear , Mr . Oyama obt ai ned a p o s i t i o n as a sal esman 

f or  t he s u n F e r t i l i z e r  ompany , a J apanes e c onc er n, dur i ng t he 

next  t hr ee y ear s , he l ear ned al l  about  t he f e r t i l i z i n g bus i nes s . 

°i nc e he was ab l e t o accumul at e a l i t t l e c ap i t o l , he dec i ded t o 

go i nt o bus i nes s f o r  h i ms e l f . 

l ie moved, h i s f ami l y t o E l  Mont e, a subur b of  Los Angel es , and 

opened h i s company i n 1930. He s t udi ed up on t he v ar i ous chemi cal  

f e r t i l i z e r  mi xt ur es so t hat  he was abl e t o devel op many cust omer s 

among t he r i c her  J apanes e £stxi:fc±±&xx f ar mer s i n ôut her n Ca l i f o r n i a . 

Hi s bus i nes s was s uc c es s f u l  f r om, t he begi nn i ng so t hat  i n a coupl e 

of  year s t i me, he became f a i r l y weal t hy . He pur c hased pr oper t y i n 

h i s Amer i can bor n s o n ' s name and bu i l t  a home and s ever al  war e-

houses upon i t . The p l ant  began t o expand so t hat  he was empl oyi ng 

f our  sal esmen and a number  o f  ot her  wor ker s by t he t i me war  br oke 

o u t . A l l  of  h i s expens i ve machi ner y was gr adual l y pai d f o r  dur i ng 



t he mi ddl e t h i r t i es . 

At  t he t i me of  ev ac uat i on, al i i  of  t he mer chandi se was l i q-

ui dat ed so t hat  Mr . Oyama di d not  s uf f er  any sever eeconomi c 

l o s s es . A l l  o f  t he pr oper t y i s at  pr es ent s  ̂ l eased out . 

Mr . Oyama was f i na l l y abl e t o êt  es t abl i s hed i n Monde af t er  

f l o at i ng ar ound f or  t en y ear s . J un j i  bel i ev es t hat  he devel oped 

h i s shyness f r om t he f r equent  mov i ngs . He t ends t o be a l i t t l e 

wi t hdr awn accor di ng t o h i s own s t or y . 

J un j i  r emember s h i s boyhood i n Mont e wi t h p l eas ur e s i nc e 

he was gi ven many advant ages . Hi s f at her  was qui t e pr omi nent  i n 

t he communi t j r . Mr . Oyama pl ans t o r et ur n t o h i s bus i nes s af t er  

t he war . A l l  of  h i s machi ner y has been st or ed i n h i s l ar ge 

war ehouse. M r . Oyama t ook an ac t i v e par t  i n bot h, t he J apanese 

and Amer i can communi t y. Hi s s oc i al  l i f e among t he J apanese was 

pr i mar i l y i n t he Chur ch. Among t he Amer i cans he was a popul ar  

member  of  t he feot ar y l̂ ub . i :e di d not  p l ay a pr omi nent  par t  

i n t he J apanese As s o c i at i o n due t o bus i nes s r eas ons . 

Mr . Oyama has been known i n t he Assembl y and Rel oc at i on 

Cent er  as one of  t he mor e l i ber a l  I s s e i . Has ac t i v i t i es has 

been pr i mar i l y i n Red Cr oss and ooper at i ve wor k at  G- i l a, whi l e 

he was a Counc i l man at  T u l ar e. Bef or e t he war , Mr . Oyama was 

qui t e i nt er es t ed i n c ooper at i ves . He o r gani zed t he f i r s t  Tan-

i moshi  i n E l  Mont e. Th i s i s a sor t  of  f i nanc i a l  c ooper at i ve. 

A l l  of  t he smal l  t r ades peopl e i n t own(J apanese) wer e i nv i t ed 

t o j o i n . A mont hy c ont r i but i on of  f r om $25. 00 t o $50. 00 was 

put  i n a po o l . - Lhi s was l oaned out  t o J apanese i n good s t andi ng 

who wer e anxi ous t o s t ar t  i n bus i nes s f or  t hemsel ves . A week l y 

di nner  was hel d t o di s c us s t hese l o ans . The i nt er es t  r at es 

wer e f l ex i b l e and t he member s of  t he Tani mochi  wer e o f t en r epai d 

at  a h i gh r at e by g i f t s i f  t he bor r ower  was s uc c es s f ul  i n h i s 
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bus i ness vent ur e. 

J un j i  f ee l s t hat  t h i s J apanese i nf l uenc e was not  har mf ul  

f o r  hi m even t hough he r es ent ed i t  gr eat l y . However , he f e l t  t hat  

h i s r esent ment  devel oped most l y because of  h i s s t at us as a "hal f -  ' 

c i t i z en wi t h no s t and i ng. " The f ami l y was not  t oo s t r i c t l y 

c ont r o l ] ed s i nce Mr . Oyama gui ded h i s f ami l y wi t h "Chr i s t i an 

t o l er anc e. f T J unj i  does not  f eel  t hat  he i s t oo c l ose t o h i s f ami l y 

at  t he pr esent  t i me. He di d not  get  al ong t oo wel l  wi t h h i s 

o l der  br ot her  so t hat  t hey ear l y went  t hei r  own way . "We wven 

went  t o d i f f er ent  chur ches . He had h i s c i r c l e of  f r i ends and x 

had mi ne. L at el y we have been get t i ng c l oser  t oget her , I  t h i nk , 

but  I  am out  of  t he f ami l y now because I  am mar r i ed. " 

J un j i  was a sor t  o f  "l one wo l f " even t hough he l i v ed among 

t he J apanes e. He knew a l o t  of  peo p l e, "but  I  d i dn ' t  know any 

i n t i mat e l y . " "My brother -  was j u s t ' t h e oppos i t e. E© had f ewer  

f r i ends , but  he knew t hem al l  we l l . I  t h i hk t hat  t he r eason why 

we d i d not  get  al ong so wel l  bef o r e was due t o t he f ac t  t hat  my 

par ent s f avor ed me mor e and t hey r espec t ed my o p i n i o ns . I  

was a sor t  of  s pec i al  c h i l a t b t hem. °i nc e my br ot her  was o l der , 

he t hought  t hat  he shoul d get  t h i s a t t en t i o n . " 

Par t  of  J u n j i ' s shyness was due t o t he f r equent  di s r upt i on of  

h5s school  l i f e . He went , t o seven el ement ar y school s bef o r e he 

was abl e t o get  i nt o h i gh s c hoo l s . Dur i ng t h i s t i me, he was never  

abl e t o have t i me t o make c l ose f r i ends h i ps i n a nor mal  way. 

F o l l owi ng ar e t he school s he at t ended on t he el ement ar y l ev e l : 

Gr ant  Sc hoo l , Ogden 1925 t o 3r da.gr ade. 
Geo Washi ngt on. Wy o 1926 t o 4t h gr ade. 
- �- st  s t r eet  Sc hoo l , L . A . 1927 t o 5t h r̂ ade 
Mel abar  Sc hoo l , L . A . 1928 t o 6th. gr ade. 
Harael  School  L . A . 192,9 t o 7t h gaade. 
Bel veder e J r . Hi  1931 t o 8t h gr ade. 
El  Mont e J r . Hi . 1932 t o 9t h Rr ade. 
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Af t er  ent er i ng h i gh s c ho o l , J un j i  was abl e t o s et t l e down t o 

a mor e nor mal  school  l i f e . Xxi s f at her  had t ak en r oot  i n t he commun-

i t y by t hen wi t h h i s f e r t i l i z e r  bus i nes s , J un j i  at t ended t he 

Mont e Hi gh School  f r om 1932 t o 1956. I t  was dur i ng t h i s t i me 

t hat  he met  A l i c e . °he was t he onl y g i r l  f r i end t hat  he ever  had 

and he event ual l y mar r i ed h er . At  t h i s t i me J un j i  was go i ng ar ound 

most l y wi t h Ni s e i  s i nc e he was "a f r a i d t o mi x i n mor e wi t h t he 

Cauc as i ans al t hough I  want ed t o des p er a t e l y . " J un j i  l i mi t ed h i s 

ac t i v i t i es i n h i gh school  t o t he J apanes e Cl ub whi c h had been 

o r gani zed a £ew year s bef o r e. Ee was a l s o i n a Ni s ei  Scout  t r oop 

and t he J udo ° l u b . f i i s onl y ot her  soc i al | ac t i v i t y was i n t he 

" p̂xwor t h ĥur c h L eague. I t  was i n chur ch t hat  J un j i  was abl e t o 
'�S 

make h i s f i r s t  Amer i can f r i ends . 

When J un j i  gr aduat ed f r om h i gh s c hoo l , h i s f at her  gave hi m 

a car  as a gr aduat i on pr es ent  so t hat  he c oul d commut e t o t he 

Pas adena J uni o r  Co l l ege. He gr aduat ed f r om t her e i n 1938. 

The onl y c l ub he j o i ned whi l e t her e was t he "T r i p l e J " , an 

o r gan i zat i o n whi c h was composed of  J apanes e s t udent s f r om J apan, 

Ni s ei  f r om Hawa i i , and t he Ca] _i f  o r n i a N i s e i . 

�̂ f t er  f i n i s h i n g t he j un i o r  c o l l ege, J un j i  d i d not  know what  

t o do . I t  had been dec i ded l ong bef o r e t hat  h i s o l der  br ot her  

woul d ev ent ual l y t ake over  h i s f a t h e r ' s bus i nes s . J un j i  was 

t o l d t hat  he coul d wor k i n wi t h h i s br o t her , but  he di d not  car e 

gor  t h i s ar r angement  s i nc e he was not  get t i ng al ong wel l  wi t h 

h i s br o t her  at  t hat  t i me. 

J un j i  dec i ded t o change h i s maj or  and go i nt o f o r e i gn 

commer ce at  U . S . C . K i s f at her  agr eed t o f i nanc e hi m u n t i l  he 

gr aduat ed. At  t he Un i v er s i t y , J un j i  was det er mi ned t o mi x i n 

mor e wi t h t he c auc as i an s t udent s , but  he gr adual l y dr i f t ed i nt o 
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t he Ni s ei  s o c i et y . He j o i ngdt he SB&PUL T r o j an Cl ub ( N i s e i ) . I n 

a shor t  t i me, J un j i  became ver y di sj j at i sf  i ed wi t h t he o r gan i zat i o n 

bec ause o f  t he s t r es s p l ac ed upon s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s . J un j i  had 

one mor e year  t o go and he was becomi ng mor e and mor e awar e t hat  

h i s economi c p l i ght  was s er i o us . Ther e wer e s ever al  ot her  Ni s ei  

who wer e al s o t h i nk i ng about  t h i s 'p r o b l em s er i ous l y s i nc e t hey 

wer e about  r eady t o gr adual l y . f i n a l l y t hey dec i ded t o f or m 

t he Ni s ei  bus i nes s men's °l u b on t he campus. The pur pose o f  t h i s 

gr oup was t o make some sor t  o f  sur vey and t o canvass t he Cau-

c as i an compani es on empl oyment  p o s s i b i l i t i e s . "We f e l t  t hat  we 

woul d have a good chance i f  we made an ac t i v e ef f o r t  t o br eak i nt o 

new f i e l d s . " 

J u n j i ' s s oc i al  l i f e was devot ed pr i mar i l y t o chur ch f unc t i o ns 

dur i ng t he semest er  war  br oke out . " i  was go i ng ar ound wi t h A l i c e 

r at her  s t eady by t hen and my pr obl ems wer en ' t  qui t e r ea l  t o me 

al t hough I  was c ons c i ous of  t hem. I  d i dn ' t  appr ove of  t he gr eat  

s o c i a l  l i f e of  t he c al l ege Ni s e i , yet  I  t ook par t  i n a l o t  of  t hem 

my s el f . I  won a coupl e of  amat eur  wr es t l i ng medal s i n t he J ap-

anese at h l et i c un i o n , but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  mi xed t oo much wi t h 

t he J apanes e. I  had some sor t  of  vague f ee l i ng whi ch made me sor t  

£ 

of  d i s a t i s f i e d , but  I  d i d not  know what  i t  was . I  hat ed t he 

' s egr egat ed ' as s o c i at i o n i nt o whi c h I  had been f o r c ed i n t o . I t  was 

l ar gel y my f au l t  bec aus e I  d i d n ' t  have cour age enoughfc t o br eak 

away. I  wi t hdr ew i nt o such t h i ngs as model  shi p and ai r p l ane 

bu i l d i ng . I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hat  I  had t oo gr eat  a ment al  c o nf l i c t  

about  t he mat t er  at  t hat  t i me t hough. I  am nat ur al l y s hy . 

"Pr om J uni o r  u o l l ege on, I  became mor e and mor e i n t er es t ed 

i n r ead i ng. Now I  r ead al l  t he t i me. I  began t o r ead phi l os ophy 

and psyc ho l ogy book s , par t l y t o seek an answer  t o my pr obl ems . I  
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even s t ar t ed a c o l l ec t i o n of  phi l o s ophy book s . About  t he t i me I  

was a h i gh j uni o r  ( f a l l  of  1941) I  became mor e and mor e i n t er es t ed 

i n t he pr obl em of  c o l o r . I  s t i l l  have t hat  i n t er es t  as you c an 

see f r om t he books 1 have ar ound her e . 

"Anyway on t he °unday bef o r e Pear l  Har bo r , l i f e was pr et t y 

qu i et . I  had pr obl ems but  t hey wer e not  t hat  s er i o us . I n f ac t , I  

r emember  t hat  t he mai n t h i ng on my mi nd was ant i c i pat i ng t he b i g 

USG and UCLA f o o t ba l l  game whi c h was t o dec i de t he .P ac i f i c 

°o as t  ô s e Bowl  r ep r es ent at i v e. We wer e j us t  l i k e any bunch o f  

c o l l ege k i ds anx i ous l y wa i t i ng f o r  t he <gx b i g f o o t ba l l  game on 

December  6t h . On t he ni ght  of  December  1, 1941, I  went  t o t he 

b i g Ni s ei  danc e. I t  was t he v Bi g ®a m e ' dance f o r  a l l  of  t he 

c o l l ege Ni s e i . Vie had a s wel l  t i me and t her e wer e no d i s t ur b i ng 

t hought s i n my mi nd t hen. I  had been t h i nk i ng a l i t t l e mor e of  

my f ut ur e about  t hat  t i r  e, and I  had come t o t he c o nc l us i o n t hat  

I  woul d go i nt o bus i nes s f o r  my s el f . A l i c e and I  had dec i ded t o 

get  mar r i ed i n a year  or  so i n or der  t o gi ve me t i me t o get  

s et t l ed . I  d i dn ' t  want  t o wor k f o r  a J apanes e bec ause s t r angel y 

enough my knowl edge of  J apanes e i s ver y po o r . I  bar el y under -

s t and i t  now i n s p i t e of  t he f ac t  t hat  I  went  t o a J apanes e 

school  f o r  t hr ee y ear s , '- '- 'hen,boom came t he war  and my qt i i et  

l i f e c hanged. " 

" I  had l i t t l e t hought  f or  wor l d pr obl ems t hat  Pear l  "ar bo r  

Sunday . The f i n a l s wer e j us t  s t ar t i ng at  t he un i v er s i t y and I  

was cr ammi ng l i k e any t hi ng so t hat  I  c oul d get  t hr ough i n a 

c r edi t abl e s£yj be. I  was a l l  al one at  hd>me. x he r adi o was o f f . 

Ear l y t hat  mor ni ng, my par ent s had gone t o hot  s pr i ngs f o r  a dr i v e. 

I t  was a ver y qui et  day f o r  me u n t i l  3 : 0 � o ' c l o c k t hat  af t er no o n. 

Then mypar ent s came t ear i ng i nt o t he ho us &. Ahey wer e al l  exc i t ed 
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and whi t e i n t he f ac e . They announced ver y dr amat i c al l y t hat  

J apan had bomfeeo Pear l  Har bo r . I  j us t  d i dn ' t  be l i ev e t hem. I t  

was i nc r ed i b l e . '''hey t o l d me t o t ur n on t he r adi o so I  d i d . I  

got  t he news r i ght  away and i t  was t r ue. I  c an ' t  des c r i be t he 

sudden f ear  t hat  I  had . I  know t hat  I  f e l t  weak and st unned'. 

' I s t h i s r ea l ' I  t hought . 

" I t  t hen f l as hed t hr ough my mi nd t hat  my c o l l ege pr o f es s o r  

had been an t i c i p at i ng t he war  f o r  over  t hr ee mont h. I  r emember ed 

t he ar t i c l e he wr ot e i n t he T r o j an paper  p r ed i c t i ng war . I  had 

gone t o one of  h i  s l ec t ur e j us t  about  t wo weeks bef o r e . He gave 

a c l ear  economi c i n t er p r et at i o h of  how war  woul d come. I t  happened 

t hat  way3 but  at  t hat  t i me I  t hought  t hat  he was wr ong. I  went  

bone and t he whol e t h i ng s l i pped my mi nd. I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk o f  war  

un t i l  December  7. 

"F or  t he r es t  of  t he day I  c oul d not  s t udy . I  j us t  l i s t ened 

t o t he r ad i o and ever y t i me t hey woul d t e l l  about  t he at t ac k , I  

woul d have a f unny f ee l i n g , ĥat  n i ght  we had a j o i n t  meet i ng 

i n ĥur ch wi t h a Cauc as i an gr o up. 'Ther e wer e f ew comment s made, 

but  I  got  a f ee l i ng o f  f r i ends h i p wi t h t hem t hat  I  never  had 

bef o f e . A l l  t hat  our  mi ni s t er  s ai d was , ' I n t i mes l i k e t h i s , 

we f ee l  c l os er  r e l a t i o ns h i p s , but  we hope t o car r y on as b e f o r e . ' 

The Ni s ei  at  t he meet i ng wer e pr et t y exc i t ed and t hey got  i nt o 

l i t t l e huddl es af t er  t he meet i ng. 

! , I  suppose 1 was l i k e most  of  t he Ni s ei  t hen. We r ea l l y di d 

not  t h i nk much of  t he wor &d c r i s i s bef o r e t hat  day . We wer e a l l  

wr apped up i n our  s e l f i s h l i t t l e wo r l d. Even t he mor e t h i nk i ng 

Ni s ei  wer e t hat  way . We us ed t o get  t oget her  and t al k about  t he 

pr os pec t s o f  f o r e i gn commer ce as i t  woul d af f ec t  u s . Ther e was 

one I s s e i  s t udent  i n t he Un i v er s i t y who I  knew f a i r l y we l l . 
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He di d a l ot of work on the Ni sei who woul d l i st en to hi m. 

Because I was an »I ssei 1 he worked on me a l ot and t r i ed to wi n 

me over t o hi s way of t hi nki ng. He woul d al ways t el l  me to 

go to J apan f or my f ut ur e. He used to make sneer i ng remarks 

about whi t e peopl e. He t ol d me that J apan woul d event ual l y 

take Aust r al i a. Conf i dent i al l y , he t ol d me t hat sooner 

or l at er J apan woul d al so take the Mal ay. He used to get 

the f unni est gi eam i n hi s eyes. I thought he was a bi t fan-

at i c and I j ust l aughfcd him of f . Now t hat I t hi nk back, I 

can under st and that t hi s f anat i c f eel i ng had been gr owi ng 

i n J apan f or year s. I t was par t l y due to f r ust r at i on and 

bl i nd r esent ment . I don't t hi nk that t hi s par t i cul ar I ssei 

knew of any �pl ans* of at t ack. I t must have been a gener al  

sent i ment . 

"Ther e was one ot her I ssei  i n the uni ver si t y and he was 

the same way. I remember he used to t el l  me t hat war was 

i nevi t abl e. He thought t hat war woul d l ast a l ong t i me when 

i t di d f i nal l y come si nce both count r i es had st r ong navi es. 

I t was hi s t heor y that the count r y that had to cr oss the 

pac i f i c and take the of f ensi ve woul d l ose the war si nce a 

f l eet l ost tfro- thi rds of i t s power by t hi s l ong t r i p away 

from the home base. He thus came to the concl usi on that i f 

the Uni t ed St at es sent i t s f l eet over to at t ack J apan, i t 

woul d l ose. 

"I di d not agr ee wi th hi m at al l  al t hough I coul d 

under st and that a war coul d be cr eat ed by economi c pr essur es. 

These t v* pro- J apan st udi ed day and ni ght i n or der to get 

t hei r degr ees. They want ed t o get i nt o the J apanese di p-

l omat i c ser vi ce. They got out of the count ry on the l ast 

boat to J apan bef or e the war . They t r i ed to get me to go 
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al ong, tut X had made my choi ce. I used to argue agai nst them, 

but I guess X wan not r eal i st i c enough to r eal i ze the ser i ous-

ness of the c r i s i s . I t j ust di dn' t occur to me t hat J apan 

woul d ever at t ack. 

» That same day (Dedember 7) I phoned up one of my f r i ends 

who was i n the J ac l  and I of f er ed my ser vi ces i n any capaci t y. 

I was an associ at e member. I was one of those members who 

c r i t i c i zed the J ac l  a l ot , but I thought t hat t hi s was the 

t i me to for get al l  past di f f er ences and get t oget her . 

"Af t er the church meet i ng, Al i ce and I went f or 

a r i de i n my car . We were very qui et . We par ked by the beach 

and we t al ked for a coupl e of hour s. We were al most engaged 

and i t was under st ood that I woul d marry her i n a coupl e 

of year s. We t al ked about how the goi ng woul d be t ough** but 

we woufcd s t i l l  get mar r i ed when I got est abl i shed. I di dn't 

even t hi nk of get t i ng mar r i ed i n the near fut ur e and I had 

not i dea of such a t hi ng as evacuat i on. 

"We were pr et t y di scour aged. We j ust sat ther e wnd 

we r eal l y di dn't know what t o do. I t got l at e and I had to 

take a f i nal  the next day so I took Al i ce home and went 

to bed. I di dn' t sl eep too wel l . I guess I f el t sor r y f or 

mysel f . I di dn' t have ei t i zenshi p and I wondered what woul d 

happen to me. 

"The next day I was ver y t i r ed. I di dn' t t hi nk I woul d 

pass the f i nal , but I di d not ear e much. As I was dr i vi ng to 

col l ege, I f el t ver y sel f consci ous. I i magi ned that peopl e 

were st ar i ng at me and bl ami ng me for Pear l  Har bor . I f el t 

most uneasy. I t r i ed to act i n a sel f assur ed and l i ght 

mannered way, but I don't t hi nk I was ver y successf ul . The 

f el l ows a£ school  were al l  ok. They never doubted the f act 
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that I was one of them. I t was a good f eel i ng because I f i n-

al l y f el t t hat I was �accept ed.* That meant a l ot to me. Some 

of the caucasi an st udent s asked me what I was goi ng to do and 

how I f el t about the whol e t hi ng. I t ol d them t hat I wanted 

to j oi n up. I t ol d them that I woul d have more of a chance to 

come back al i ve because I coul d shoot the J aps f i r s t , '¿'hey 

woul d not know i f I were a J ap or not and I coul d get the 

f i r st bl ow i n whi l e t hey were t hi nki ng i t over . The f el l ows 

l aughed at t hi s and t hey accepted i t i n a si ncer e manner , I am 

sur e. 

"I knew def i ni t el y where I st ood, but I was af r ai d t hat 

the Amer i cans woul d be suspi c i ous of me. I r eal i zed r i ght 

then t hat I woul d t r y to get my c i t i zenshi p at al l  cost s. 

I envi ed the Ni sei who took i t for gr ant ed. I f el t that I 

was a bet t er Amer i can than a l ot of them because I knew 

what my posi t i on was r i ght t hen. I n f ac t , I had taken a 

st and l ong bef or e t hat ." 

On December 9, J unj i  had an exper i ence whi ch upset hi s 

wor l d. I t br ought the war ver y cl ose to hi m. He was ver y 

sur pr i sed to l ear n the eveni ng bef or e that the FBI men had 

been at hi s house and quest i oned hi s f at her . They were 

l ooki ng f or a Goro Oyama. Hi s f at her t ol d the men that 

he di d not know anybody by that name. However , they wanted 

to t al k to J unj i  the next day. J unj i  drove to school  as 

usual . Af t er hi s c l assed he drove over to the FBI 

of f i ce i n Los Angel es to cl ear hi msel f . He di d not t hi nk 

anyt hi ng about i t si nce he f el t that i t was a r out i ne mat t er . 

J unj i  parked hi s car i n a par ki ng l ot as he di d not expect 

to be gone f or more than an hour . He had to wai t for two 

hour s befor e he coul d see anybody. He got very r est l ess and 
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uneasy t hi nki ng about the ext ra 35* he woul d have to pay f or 

par ki ng hi s caS, He was j ust get t i ng up to go park hi s car 

i n the st r eet when the secr et ar y cal l ed hi m i nto the i nner 

of f i ce. The FBI gave hi m a ver y severe cross exami nat i on. 

They i nsi st ed that he was Goro Oyama i n spi t e of the fact that 

J unj i  di d not l ook anythi ng at a l l  l i ke the man i n the pi ct ur e 

whi ch they had. J unj i  thought i t was a j ote 4nd t hat they 

were t r yi ng to scare hi m so that he woul d gi ve i nfor mat i on 

whi ch they f el t he had. J unj i  sai d he di d not know anyt hi ng. 

He wanted to get out of the of f i ce so that he coul d get hi s 

oar out of the par ki ng l ot . He t ol a the FBI man that he 

Had f i nal s the next day and he wanted to go home i f they 

were f i ni shed wi th the quest i oni ng. 

The BBI of f i c i al  t ol d J unj i  that he was not goi ng any-

pl ace. J unj i  then got scar ed. Be di d not know what i t was 

al l  about . He was escor t ed to the County j ai l . For the next 

week he was hel d i ncommuni cado. "I t was there that I met 

a l ot of promi nent I ssei  who were the bi g shots of the Los 

Aqgel es ar ea. I never thought I woul d get that cl ose to them. 

There were even a coupl e of Kor eans''t her e. They had been 

mi staken f or J apanese. I never saws so many wor r i ed J apanese 

befor e i n my l i f e. Nobody knew where we wer e. I t r i ed to 

get word to my par ent s, but I was not al l owed to do so." 

Af t er one week i n the j ai l , J unj i  and a number of the 

other I ssei  were tol d that they were l eavi ng for a concen-

t r at i on camp. "I r eal l y got scared then. In the county j ai l , 

I had wor r i ed most about my par ents andabout my car whi ch 

was s t i l l  i n the par ki ng ifct at 35  ̂ an hour . When I was 

headed i nto the armed t r ai n, I di dn't know what to do. I 

f el t that I was bei ng t r eat ed so unf ai r l y. They tol d me that 
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I woul d have a chance to appear befor e the Hear i ng Board af t er 

I got to Mont ana. 1 thought al l  sor t of wi l d t hi ngs. I 

thought al l  of the J apanese were bei ng pi cked up and t r eat ed 

i n the same way. I wondered what had happened t o my fami l y 

and Al i ee. 

"We di d not r i de on the t r ai n f ar . We were al l  bundl ed 

i n ol d stage coaches. For the next four days and three ni ght s, 

we had to si t i n those crowded stage coaches. They woul dn't 

l et us get out at al l  to st r et ch our l egs. A H of the 

shades were pul l ed down and they woul d not l et us put them 

up. The onl y t i me we got out was to go to the t oi l et . Ever y 

t i me the coach st opped, I t ol d the guard t hat I had to go j ust 

so I coul d see the sunl i ght . 

"I t was a t er r i bl e exper i ence. Af t er I got to Mi ssoul a, 

my rump was sore f or two weeks. I ¿ust di dn' t have any f eel i ng 

t her e. On the way up, one I ssei  t r i ed t o commit sui c i de by 

bi t i ng hi s t ongue. The guard had t o sl ap hi m har d to make hi m 

st op. They watched us ver y c l osel y. Ever t hi ng was so gr i m, 

�e were al l  fed on the coach. The food was good, but none of 

us f el t l i ke eat i ng much. 

"My f ami l y di d not know where I was f or one month because 

we were not al l owed to wr i t e l et t er s at f i r s t . I di d not get 

my hear i ng for two months. I was depr essed for a week af t er I 

got to Mi ssoul a, but I deter mi ned to make t he best of i t . I 

f el t that t hi ngs woul d event ual l y tur n f or the bet t er and that 

I woul d be c l ear ed. 

"We were a l l  i n the same boat . I t ' s funny how peopl e ar e 

drawn t oget her when they al l  have a common exper i ence. Befor e 

t he war , many of those promi nent I ssei  were at each ot her 's 

t hr oat s, but i n camp i t was di f f er ent . We were a l l  the same. 
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Most of them were pr o- J apan, but ther e were qui t e a few who 

were as i nnocent as I was. We di dn' t t al k about pol i t i c s 

much as I wanted t o avoi d any ar gument s. 

"I got qui t e f r i endl y wi th a few of the I ssei . Oneman, 

Mr . Yamate of f er ed me a j ob af t er the war i n hi s busi ness. 

He was ver y weal t hy. He had a l ar ge busi ness i n f r ozen 

shr i mps. I thifek he was one of the f i r st to t hi nk of f r eezi ng 

shr i mps and sendi ng them t o the markets on the coast . He 

used to get them from New Or l eans. He l at er got r el eased. 

"Mr . Murata was anot her of the r i ch I ssei  I knew. He 

used t o shi p whol esal e f l ower s al l  over the Uni t ed St at es. 

Hi s wi f e and f ami l y were i n J apan. Mr . Murata was pr o- J apan. 

tie l at er r epat r i at ed to J apan and they sent hi m back on the 

Gr i pshol m. 

"Af t er the f i r st month, my spi r i t s pi cked up. We were 

al l owed to or gani ze the camp. The I ssei  di d a good j ob. 

Most of them were smart and t hey were the l eader s i n the 

J apanese communi t i es bef or e the war . Mr . Hi ki da was up t her e. 

He l at er was r el eased to Gi l a where he was ver y act i ve i n 

the camp l i f e. He i s now t eachi ng the Navy at Boul der .» 

"I got a j ob as a sor t of postman. I used to wr i t e a 

l ot of l et t er s f or the I ssei . Al l  l et t er s had to be wr i t t en 

i n Engl i sh and they had a har d t i me. I was the youngest per-

son i n camp and so they woul d come to me and ask me to wr i t e 

l et t er s of consol at i on to t hei r f ami l i es . I sent home f or 

a l ot of books and I kept occupi ed st udyi ng and r eadi ng 

about phi l osophy and economi cs. I f ol l owed the war ver y 

c l osel y thr ough the paper c l i ppi ngs. Ever ybody i n camp 

fol l owed the war . We di dn't have much el se to do. I t was the 

mi ddl e of wi nt er and we were snowed i n. Everybody i n our 

bar r acks chi pped i n and we bought a r adi o so that we coul d 
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get the news r epor t s qui cker . The papers used to oome a 

coupl e of days l at e. I t was over the r adi o that I f i r s t 

l ear ned t hat evacuat i on was cmming. I was amazed t hat the Ni sei 

woul d have to go t o. I wondered what woul d happen to the 

J apanese. Thi ngs l ooked pr et t y darft. We hear d a l ot of 

st or i es about sabotage over the r adi o. I j ust coul dn't bel i eve 

that such t hi ngs were t r ue. 

"The camp was ver y wel l  equi pped. We were comfor t abl e 

but ver y l onel y. The ki t chens were at f i r st oper at ed by 

Caucasi ans, but the J apanese took them over and we had much 

bet t er meal s. Some of t he I ssei  woul d not eat much unt i l  then 

because t hey were af r ai d t hat t hey woul d be poi soned. We 

spoke i n J apanese onl y and I had a har d t i me. That 's why I 

spent most of my spare t i me educat i ng mysel f . 

"The chur ches up ther e were the f unni est t hi ng. Al l  of 

the ser vi ces were hel d t oget her . Ever ybody went . There were 

Buddhi st s and Chr i st i ans al l  t oget her and we got al ong f i ne. 

One Sunday, the I t al i an i nt er nees who were next to us gave 

us a concer t whi ch we al l  enj oyed. We woul d have enj oyed any 

ki nd of an ent er t ai nment because t hi ngs were so dead. I t 

was not a ver y heal t hy atmosphere because so many of the 

I ssei were bi t t er ." 

XFi nal l y on March 3, 1943 J unj i  was gi ven an hear i ng and 

r el eased. He went back home. At f i r st he had some i dea that 

he woul d go back to school , but i t was too l at e i n the sem-

est er . He had to obey al l  of the r est r i c t i ons whi ch were 

pl aced on the I ssei  so that he stayed ar ound home most l y. 

There was a l ot of work to do i n packi ng f or evacuat i on. Hi s 

f at her was busy desposi ng of hi s mer chandi se and equi pment so 

that J unj i  took over the r esponsi bi l i t y of st or i ng al l  of the 

house f ur ni shi ngs i n the warehouse whi ch,was l ocat ed on t hei r 
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pr oper t y. A number of t hei r J apanese nei ghbor s were al so 

al l owed to store t hei r f ur ni shi ngs i n the warehouse and i t 

was J unj i ' s f unct i on to super vi se the st or i ng. No i nsur ance 

has been pl aced on the warehouse so that Mr . Oyama wor r i ed 

a gr eat deal  about the saf et y of thèse st or ed goods af t er he 

was evacuat ed. He f el t that i t was hi s per sonal  respon-

s i bi l i t y . The f ami l y conver sat i ons were ent i r el y about the 

comi ng evacuat i on. 

J unj i  made no pl ans f or the f ut ur e dur i ng t hi s per i od. 

I t was a gr eat unkmran as far as he was concer ned. He thought 

vaguel y of goi ng east to f i ni sh up hi s l ast year i n col l ege, 

but he di d not do anyt hi ng a bout i t because he was i n doubt 

that al i ens woul d be al l owed t o enr ol l . 

Many rumors were c i r cul at i ng t hat the J apanese were a l l  

goi ng to be spl i t up. J unj i  was i n fear that he woul d not 

see Al i ce agai n for a l ong t i me. Wi t h the t i ght eni ng of 

r est r i c t i ons upon the Ni sei al so , the coupl e became ext r emel y 

wor r i ed* J unj i  s t i l l  di d not consi der mar r i age as the 

sol ut i on. He f el t t hat he coul d not ask Al i ce to marry 

hi m wi t h the f ut ur e so uncer t ai n. However , J unj i ' s f ami l y 

deci ded ot her wi se. They f el t that the mar r i age shoul d be 

r ushed si nce t hei r chi l dr en woul d be a l l  scat t er ed. A 

consul t at i on was hel d wi t h Al i ceês f ami l y and ar rangements 

f or the mar r i age were made . Two days befor e evacuat i on, 

J unj i  and Al i ce were mar r i ed i n a qui et ceremonsy. Mr s. 

Oyama was ext r emel y di sappoi nt ed that the t r adi t i onal  

mar r i age ceremonèës coul d not be car r i ed out . Onl y the 

i mmedi ate f ami l y and a few f r i ends were pr esent at the church 

weddi ng. Al i ce i mmedi at el y moved i n wi t h the Oyama f ami l y 

and pr epar ed to evacuate wi th them. 
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Dur xi ng Februaary and March 1942, Mr , Oyama had ser i ousl y 

been consi der i ng the possi bl i t y of openi ng a l ar ge cooper at i v e 

farm i n New Mexi co. I t was aut omat i cal l y assumed that the 

who&e fami l y woul d go al ong. Wfcfcn J unj i  came home from the 

concent r at i on camp i n ear l y Mar ch, he di d not care one way or 

the ot her . Mr . Oyama,t her efoi sr e, went ahead and sounded out 

some of hi s J apanese nei ghbor s. They thought i t was a f i ne 

i dea. Mr . Oyama cor r esponded wi t h a l ar ge l and company 

and he found out that they were wi l l i ng to l ease the l and. 

A number of f ami l i es were si gned up and Mr . Oyama even 

pur chased sever al  t r ai l er s to t r anspor t hi s f ami l y and 

goods. About t hi s t i me the Bat t l e of the Phi l i pi nes was 

r agi ng. The Amer i can for ces had met wi t h ser i ous r ever ses i n 

the Bat t l e of Bat aan. A number of the Amer i can sol di er s who 

had been ki l l ed were or i gi nal l y from a smal l  town i n New 

Méxi co near the l and whi ch Mr . Oyama was pl anni ng to l ease. 

The Land Company wr ote and i nformed Mr . Oyama that the f eel i ng 

agai nst the J apanese was ver y bi t t er and the town peopl e had 

pr ot est ed agai nst l easi ng any l and to "^aps ." A group 

meet i ng was hel d by Mr . Oyama wi t h hi s set t l er s and they 

f i nal l y deci ded to cal l  of f the whol e pl an and evacuat e al ong 

wi th the r est of the J apanese. 

J unj i  di d not take much i nt er est i n these pr ocedi ngs. 

He was goi ng thr ough a ser i es of mental  conf l i c t s whi ch made 

hi m most i nef f ec t i ve. "I wal ked ar ound aut omat i cal l y dur i ng 

those days and I was no hel p at al l  i n the fami l y pl ans. 

I thought myfutur e was so bl ack, and I di dn' t know or care what 

I woul d do. I t was depr essi ng. I was wi l l i ng to do anyt hi ng 

to hel p my f ami l y, but I di dn' t cont r i but e any to ibke pl ans. 

"My f at her kept hi s spi r i t s up r emar kabl y and I f el t 

ashamed of mysel f . He has a good busi ness head so that he 
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got out wi t h a f ai r l y si zeabl e bank r ol l . He had a bi g stock 

of pot ash on hadd and he was abl e to sel l  i t for a l ar ge pr of i t 

when the market f or t hi s pr oduct was cut of f . I n t hi s way, he 

was abl e to bal ance most of hi s other l osses on mer chandi se. 

He even pai d al l  of our l i f e i nsur ance pol i c i es ahead for the 

next thr ee year s, unt i l  1945. He l ef t wi t hout a si ngl e 

debt . The bank pr esi dent of t he town and t he j udge were 

good f r i ends of hi s so they agr eed to act as Tr ust ees of hi s 

est at e wi t h some other Rotar y Cl ub members. My f at her l ef t 

a l ar ge bank account behi nd i n the town bank so that he does 

not have too many wor r i es for the f ut ur e. He was mucfc bet t er 

set t t on I was. 

"I coul dn't l ook ahead to not hi ng so r osy l i ke t hi s . I t ' s 

t er r i bl e to have no secur i t y for the f ut ur e. I was f r ust r at ed 

i n f eel i ngs. I thought a l ot about the f act that I was an 

Al i en. I f el t l i ke a Ni sei , yet I was mar ked. I had to abi de 

by al l  of those al i en r est r i c t i ons. I thought t hi s was most 

unf ai r . I di d not f eel  or act l i ke an I ssei , but I coul d not 

do anyt hi ng about i t . I t bot her ed me a l ot because peopl e 

woul d ask me i f I were a c i t i zen or an al i en, 

MI began to i dent i f y mysel f more and more wi t h Amer i ca 

and I r esent ed the t echni cal i t i es whi ch bar r ed me from ci t i zen-

shi p. I t was dur i ng t hose days that I det er mi ned more than 

ever to st i ck wi t h Amer i ca for bet t er or wor se. I di d not 

see how I coul d ever f i t i nt o l i f e i n J apan. I i ntend to 

st ay her e at a l l  cost s. I coul d not adj ust to the Or i ent , I 

know. 

"I al so r esent ed those empty headed Ni sei t hat I saw. 

I t made me si ck to see them cr awl i ng and f eel i ng so sor ry for 

t hemsel ves. Yet I was doi ng the same t hi ng. But I di d not 
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t hi nk tfcrey were j ust i f i ed, because they had c i t i zenshi p. I 

f el t t hat they shoul d not be bi t t er . The t hi ng t hat got me 

was that they were di vi ded i n f eel i ngs. Thi s r eal l y di d 

i r r i t at e me. Her e t hey had c i t i zenshi ps and t hey di d not 

val ue i t . I wi shed t hat I onl y had a chance l i ke t hat . I 

knew that I woul d not shi f t around l i ke they di d, but I 

woul d take a f i r m st and. 

"My i nt er est i n soc i al  probl ems al so devel oped and some of 

the t hi ngs I took l i ght l y i n col l ege  ̂ became much more ser i ous 

to me. I f ol l owed the New Republ i c and other l i ber al  

magazi nes c l osel y to see what t hey woul d have to say on the 

evacuat i on. I was hopi ng that the whol e t hi ng woul d be cal l ed 

of f at the l ast moment, but that was onl y wi shf ul  t hi nki ng. 

My moral e was def i ni t el y* sub- normal .' I t r i ed to keep occupi ed 

i n or der to di st r act my mi nd f rom al l  the f ear s I was bui l di ng 

up. I t was an escape from r eal i t y . You know what I di d the 

most? I put al l  my spare t i me i nto cr eat i ng a beaut i f ul  

gar den. I had some sor t of an i dea t hat I woul d l eave 

somethi ng of val ue behi nd even though our l i ves were cr umbl i ng. 

I spent hour s i n the gar den. My par ent s thought somethi ng 

was wrong wi t h me for doi ng t hi s . I compl et el y wi thdr ew i nto 

mysel f and I stayed at home most of the t i me and di dn't t al k 

to anybody except Al i c e. I guess my par ent s thought mar r i age 

was my mai n pr obl em; t hat 's ufay they r ushed my mar r i age. 

"Mar r i age di d pi ck up my mor al e, l̂ i c e and I made a l ong 

l i st of t hi ngs to take to the Assembl y Cent er . I thought I 

knew al l  about such t hi ngs because I had spent two months i n 

a concent r at i on camp. We took pl ent y of t hi ngs al ong, l i ke 

cur t ai ns and bedspr eads and other househol d ar t i c l es. We 

al so began to cor respond wi t # some of the peopl e who 1b d gone 
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to camp ear l i er . They t ol d us of the t er r i bl e condi t i ons so 

we j ust went out and bought ever yt hi ng. St r angel y enough, 

I suddenl y l ost the depr essed mood. I f el t that I shoul d make 

the best of t hi ngs and as l ong as I had Al i c e, l i f e woul d 

be bear abl e. I act ual l y ant i c i pat ed a vacat i on and a honey-

moon. I had a f eel i ng that I was goi ng to exper i ence somethi ng 

st r ange and new. I t wasn't l i ke me to have such l i ght spi r i t s . 

I f eel  now t hat I woul d have had some sor t of ment al  breakdown 

i f I di d not have Al i ce to hel p me al ong at that t i me. I coul d 

not l et her see t hat I was depr essed. We deci ded to go i nt o 

the t hi ng t oget her and get as much out of i t as possi bl e. 

We pl anned to get east as soon as possi bl e. Al i ce wanted me 

to f i ni sh col l ege as she di d not want me to ever f eel  t hat 

mar r i age broke up my educat i on. 

"We al so hear d many bad rumors from t he camps whi ch dampened 

our spi r i t s a bi t . We heard t hat many of the young Ni sei from 

Los Ange l es were r unni ng wi l d and r api ng gi r l s . I n one l et t er 

we got the news that t hey were goi ng around i n gangs and beat i ng 

up anybody they di d not l i ke and that the sol di er s were havi ng 

a most di f f i c ul t t i me wi th them. We al so hear d t hat a l ot of 

f ami l i es were br eaki ng up. Befor e evacuat i on, many of the 

I ssei i n the count r y never l i ved wi t h t hei r wi ves and then 

they had to l i ve cl ose t oget her al l  of a sudden whi ch caused 

many ar gument s. 

"WeX hear d that gambl i ng was goi ng on for bi g st akes and 

that many of the tough boys were goi ng around r obbi ng the 

peopl e. I had pl anned t o take a l ot of cash i n my wal l et , 

but when I hear d t hi s I bought a money bel t i n order to 
ti  

keep my cash saf j er . 
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The evacuat i on was del ayed so that J unj i  and Al i ce had the 

whol e month of A r̂ i 1,1942 to themsel ves i nst ead of two days 

as they t hought . J unj i  was very happy dur i ng t hi s month and he 

di d not have so many moody spel l s. By the end of Apr i l  they 

were f ul l y eQii]bpped. They had even pur chased a po t abl e 

sewi ng machi ne to take al ong. I n Tul ar e the whol e f ami l y 

(8 members} were al l  pl aced i n one room. I mmedi atel y the 

members got t oget her to make t he room more l i veabl e. Wi r es 

were st r ung acr oss the room, di vi di ng i t i nt o four sect i ons. 

Al i ce and J unj i  oooupi ed one cor ner . They were l ef t al one. 

J unj i  di d not even t hi nk of goi ng t o wor k. As soon as 

the hot weather came, the fami l y pur chased a cool er . J unj i  

and Al i ce j ust took i t easy and they determi ned to make a 

honeymoon out of t hei r st ay i n the camp. As the summer wore 

on, f r i ends f i nal l y per suaded J unj i  to take a posi t i on i n the 

Educat i on Depar t ment . He was gi ven a c l ass i n busi ness 

t r ai ni ng i n the el ementar y school . 

For hi s l ei sur e t i me, J umj i  di d a l ot of r eadi ng. He 

had bought two appl e cr at es f ul l  of books to the cent er . 

Gr adual l y, he expanded out i nto ot her ac t i v i t i es . He 

j oi ned the bl ock sof t bal l  team, and he l ear ned how to pl ay the 

gui t ar i n the Musi c school . 

A l ar ge par t of hi s ac t i vi t y was i n the church counc i l . 

He was el ect ed the secr et ar y of the gr oup. Seveaal  eveni ngs 

a week, J unj i  went to the mi ni st er s house to pl an the i nt er -

denomi nat i onal  meet i ngs for Sunday. He al so hel ped wi t h t he 

eveni ng vesper s and t a tight a sunday school  c l ass. J unj i  had 

no i nt er est i n the camp pol i t i c s . He f el t that i t was usel ess 

to get i nvol ved i n al l  t he bi t t er f eel i ngs between the gen-

er at i ons. He was among al l  of hi s former f r i ends from the 
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Sout her n Cal i f or ni a area so t hat he di d not at tempt to expand. 

Most of hi s assoc i at i ons &re i n the Chr i st i an church gr oup. He 

ent er ed the soc i al  l i f e of the group f ul l y . 

"I sor t of l ost contact wi th the out si de. I thought that 

l i f e was f ai r l y pl easant for t he t i me bei ng. The admi ni st r at i on 

was good and we di d not have any ser i ous t r oubl e. There were 

sol di er s s t at i o ned ar ound, but I di d not have any i l l  f eel i ngs 

towards the Army. I di dn' t mi ss the caucasi an cont act s too 

much at the begi nni ng, because I had never got t en i n wi t h 

them f ul l y as much as I wanted t o. I knew a l ot of church 

peopl e and they came up to v i s i t f r equent l y. 

"I j ust deter mi ned to get al ong wi t h everybody and not 

get di sgr unt l ed. I knew a l ot of I ssei  as wel l  as the Ni sei . 

Cur whol e bar r acks was f ul l  of f r i ends ever y ni ght and we had 

many par t i es. We even cal l ed our house 'Vi c t or y House.8 The 

pro- J apan groups di d not make a showi ng dur i ng the Assembl y 

cent er s days. I s t i l l  f el t as st r ongl y about get t i ng my 

c i t i zenshi p and I di d not t hi nk the U.S. coul d xi Hxt x l ose the 

war . I di d not read the paper s as much as I shoul d have. 

"I t was such a pl easant l i f e that I al most for get my 

probl ems f or a whi l e. But af t er a coupl e of mnnths i n camp, 

t hese thoughts emerged agai n from the back of my mi nd. I 

deci ded that I woul d have to make a consci ous ef f or t to 

devel op so t hat I woul d not det er i or at e ment al l y. I knew 

that the J apanese were goi ng to f ace har d t i mes ahead. 

"I suppose the t hi ng t hat made me consci ous of these 

probl ems st r ongl y agai n was my cl ass of ki ds. I not i ced that 

they were changi ng i n l i t t l e ways. I t wasn't t hei r f aul t , but 

t hei r par ent s. I t made me sai d to t hi nk that these young 

chi l dr en were get t i ng so di s i l l us i oned. I det er mi ned to do 
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somethi ng about i t . Af t er t hat , I used to gi ve my c l ass shor t 

pep t al ks i n or der to r ai se t hei r mor al e. Al l  t hi s t i me, I 

was uncer t ai n of my own f ut ur e. I knew where I st ood, hut I 

di d not know how I woul d he t aken. So I t ol d my cl ass tte t these 

har dshi ps woul d devel op our per sonal i t i es i f we were opt i mi st i c 

about the f ut ur e and had f ai t h. I di dn' t pr each r el i gi on to 

them because my r el i gi on i s more of a pr ac t i cal  t hi ngs. I 

t ol d them t hat a l ot depended upon each i ndi vi dual  si nce the 

Amer i cans woul d j udge al l  J apanese by what they di d. I t ol d 

them that they shoul d pr epar e t hemsel ves so t hat they coul d 

go out of camp and make a® good showi ng when the t i me came. I 

was wor r i ed that the young Ni sei wer e get t i ng too demor al i zed. 

I t hi nk they ar e more than ever t hai way now. 

"I never doubted the val ue of democracy. I knew that i t 

had many weaknesses. I t was most di f f i c ul t to r econci l e r t he 

expl oi t at i on whi ch went on under the gui se of democracy and 

whi ch was Apposed to i t s pr i nc i pl es. But 1 f el t that the f i ner 

t hi ngs woul d wi n out i n the end si nce most peopl e were 

essent i al l y good. I t ol d my c l ass of how some Ni sei i n the 

East were maki ng good adj ust ment s and t hat sooner or l at er 

al l  Ni sei woul d be gi ven a chance. I t ol d them t hat they shoul d 

not f eel  t hat t hey were the onl y onues t hat had t he f eel i ng 

they were per secut ed. I n my l ast saci i  c l ass j ust befor e 

r el ocat i ng to the WRA cent er , I spent a whol e zas per i od i n 

t el l i ng my c l ass t hese t hi ngs." 

Al t hough J unj i  di d gi ve such mat ter s as above ser i ous 

consi der at i on, he now l ooks back on Tul ar e as a sor t of 

pi cni c . "I f eel  t hat i t was one of the i nt er est i ng t i mes of 

my l i f e. Of cour se, i t may be due to the feet that i t was 

a honeymoon f or me t oo. I have pl easant memori es of i t as f ar 
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mysel f i s concer ned. But t her e were a l ot ot her s that had a 

most mi ser abl e t i me. 

"My pl ans f or the fut ur e were ¿ t i l l  vague. I j ust di d not 

t hi nk about i t much because I coul d not f i nd any answer sl  I 

knew t hat we were goi ng to be sent t o Gi l a so we j ust packed 

up al ong wi t h the r est of the peopl e. We heard the same ol d 

rumors, onl y t hi s t i me i t was about snakes, dust and the heat . 

I di dn' t wor ry too much about t hat as I f el t i t woul d be a 

pr et t y good pl ace. 

"We had to go through al l  t hat packi ng once more. Gi l a 

was a mess when we got t her e. I t was al l  dust and hot l  The 

f i r st t hi ng we di d was to get our cool er up, but t her e was not 

any water so we coul d not tur n i t on. They di d not l ay the 

pi pes i n f or a coupl e of weeks. Al l  of us ran around l i ke the 

other peopl e to get l umber to f i x our pl ace up. At f i r s t , 

al l  ei ght of us were i n EHIXEKHX one apar t ment , but af t er a 

coupl e fif months, Al i ce and I got our own apar t ment . I t was 

the f i r st t i me that we had any r eal  degr ee of pr i vacy. I t 

was onl y a smal l  apar t ment , but l̂ i c e fcoved i t . She hung up 

a l ot of cur t ai ns and I made the f ur ni t ur e. We got some card-

board paper s and we l i ned al l  of the wal l s. 

"Af t er we got f i xed up, I j ust took i t easy. I was not 

too i nt er est ed i n wor ki ng. I had a sl ow , sl uggi sh at t i t ude 

toward the WRA. I f el t that the VRA st af f was not handl i ng 

i t s r esponsi bi l i t i es i n a democrat i c way. Befor e I l ef t there 

I had a bi g bl owof f wi t h Hoffman on pol i cy. He was t r yi ng to 

make messenger boys out of us. I got i nt o the CAS i ndi r ect l y. 

Matt I nouye wanted some hel p wi t h a drama cl ass he was org-

ani zi ng and bef or e I knew i t , ±t I wzas i n the CAS. There 

j ust wer en't enought l eader s ther e so that the Ni sei di d not 

get anypl ace. I di dn't have any pr evi ous exper i ence at a l l , 
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yet I was pr ac t i cal l y i n char ge of the r ecr eat i onal  depar t ment . 

I t was pr et t y much of a mess.n 

J unj i  went on to descr i be some of hi s exper i ence i n the 

Gi l a CAS. A f ul l er account of the Gi l a CAS may be obt ai ned 

from the Spencer - Ki kuehi  not es on that pr oj ec t . 

"At the cent er , I f i r st became f ul l y aware of the 

degree tff bi t t er ness of bot h the I ssei  and Ni sei . I t was not 

a ver y pl easant di scover y. The I ssei  st ar t ed a l ot of rumors 

around the camp and t hey wer e al ways gr i pi ng about ever yt hi ng. 

Thei r pur pose, of cour se, was to gai n cont r ol  si nce they f el t 

that the Ni sei were not dry behi nd the ear s yet . I used to 

hear so many of them bl owi ng of f about J apan. They were so 

sure that J aj an was goi ng to come to t hei r r escue. Remember 

the t i me when the Spani sh Consul  came t o camp? Al l  of fcl ie 

I ssei i n our bl ock thought t hat J apan had sent hi m. "'hey had 

f &i t h i n J apan and they took al l of t hei r probl ems to the 

Consul  so that he coul d r el ay t hei r t r oubl es t o the J apanese 

government . They were opposed t o the WRA and they sure di d 

st r ut around f or a whi l e as i f t hey won a bi g Vi ct or y. I 

hear d a l ot of them t el l i ng the Ni sei t hat J apan woul d take 

car e of them. I t was di sappoi nt i ng to me that so many of the 

Ni sei had l ost so much f ai t h i n t hi s count r y that they were 

wi l l i ng to bel i eve such t hi ngs. Most of the I ssei  who sai d 

t hese thi ngs wer e uneducat ed and fommer ¡farmers. 

"For ce seemed to fce the weapon t hat they used the most . 

They thought t hat t hey coul d change anybody's i deas j ust by 

Seat i ng them up. Force was the i dea that devel oped i n r egar ds 

to al most ever yt hi ng. They di dn' t have l umber for t hei r 

f ur ni t ur e so they took i t by f or ce. They di dn't t hi nk that 

they were goi ng to be f ed i n t he wi nt er so they went to the 
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farms and j ust took t hi ngs. In the GAS, the Ki bei j ust got 

t oget her and wal ked i nto a r ecr eat i onal  hal l  and took i t over 

f or t hei r own use. Not hi ng was done atoaut i t . The admi ni st r a-

t i on was so weak that they l et them get away wi t h i t . And you 

know how they t r i ed to put t hei r pol i t i c al  i deas over . I t 

was onl y a smal l  number of I ssei  and a l ot of Ki foei who were 

the t r oubl e makers but they i nf l uenced a l ot of the young 

peopl e. The Ni sei thought that i t was al l  r i ght f or them to 

use for ce to and they di d. 
di vi ded 

"The Ni sei were al l  ¿mcami ed so t hat they coul d not get 

t oget her and demand t hi ngs l i ke t he I ssei  and Ki bei . For t hi s 

r eason, the J apanese i nf l uence di d get pr et t y st r ong. I t was 

onl y a shor t t i me af t er I got i nt o Gi l a that I st ar t ed t o t hi nk 

ser i ousl y of get t i ng out . I di dn't want to st ay ther e and get 

al l  demor al i zed. I appl i ed to go out of camp dur i ng the f i r st 

month I was t her e, but no pr ocedur es had been set up yet . I 

was even wi l l i ng to t ake a domest i c j ob. I had an of f er to 

take a domest i c j ob i n Connect i cut , but I coul d not get the 

c l ear ance. Al i ce yjas r eady to go out wi t h me. 

"We used to spend many ni ght s t al ki ng about our f ut ur e. 

I was convi nced that I woul d not have much of a f ut ur e i f 

I di d not get c i t i zenshi p. I t ol d her t hat i f I ever got a 

chance to go i nt o t he Army, I woul d go. Al i ce agr eed wi t h 

me al t hough she di d not want to l ose me so soon. At t hi s 

t i me I was maki ng al l  sor t s of appl i cat i ons for j obs, chi ef l y 

domest i c. I f el t that I coul d get somethi ng bet t er once I 

was out of the camp. Thi s was i n J anuar y. 

"Then the announcement was made about the r egi st r at i on. 

I f el t that a showdown woul d have to be made. I was gl ad t hat 
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my posi t i on was c l ear as f ar as my sent i ments were concer ned. 

Then the announcement came out that I ssei  coul d vol unt eer for 

the Army al t hough i t was not c l ear whether we woul d be accepted 

or not . I di d a l ot of t hi nki ng dur i ng those r egi st r at i on 

days. I t ol d mysel f t hat t hi s was the chance I had been wai t i ng 

f or . I was wor r i ed t hat Al i ce woul d obj ect now that the t i me 

had r eal l y come. But she di dn' t . She encour aged me to go 

ahead f or our fut ur e good. I had pat r i ot i c mot i vat i ons, but 

I wi l l  be honest about i t and t el l  you t hat my r eal  desi r e 

to get i nt o theArmy i s to get c i t i zenshi p. 

n I t al ked i t over wi t h my par ent s and t hey sai d I shoul d 

do what I f el t i n my hear t . My f at her was gl ad t hat * was 

goi ng to vol unt eer , or even was t hi nki ng of i t . 5e sai d t hat 

that I was educated i n t hi s count ry and I woul d gai n my 

l i vel i hood out of i t so t hat I shoul d assume the r esponsi b-

i l i es of i t . My mother had a si mi l ar vi ew. 

"My f at her i s one of those l i ber al  I ssei . He has onl y 

been i n t hi s count ry f or twenty t hr ee year s, but he has a pro-

Amer i ca out l ook on t hi ngs. He di d l eave J apan because he 

thought he coul d bet t er hi msel f over her e and he has been 

successf ul . Nat ur al l y, my f at her i s consci ous of t hi s. He 

has a l ot of I ssei  f r i ends i n the camp but he doesn't t r y to 

ant agoni ze them. He used to argue wi t h them at f i r s t , but 

as t i me went on he di scover ed t hat i t was no use. I n our 

bl ock, ther e were some of these ol d men who spr ead the 

rumor around that my f at her was an ' i nu' They woul d meet 

i n the basement of one of the bar r acks to gossi p and gr i pe, 

hen ever my fat her came ar ound, they woul d stop t al ki ng. 

Al l  of the caucasi an mi ni st er s who came to camp woul d 

come over t o vi si t my f at her , and t he bl ock I ssei  di d not l i ke 
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l i ke t hat . They thought that t hese Cauc as i ans came t o get 

i nfor mat i on about t he J apanese from my f at her . They spread 

some pr et t y nast y st or i es ar ound. 

"My mi nd was made up to answer "yes' on both 27 and 28, 

but i t nBde me pr et t y mad when one I ssei  came up to me and t ol d 

me that I shoul d answer 'no1 as a ' t r ue' J apanese. He sai d 

that I coul d never be an Amer i can no more than he coul d. I 

j ust di dn' t ar gue wi t h the f el l ow because I coul d under st and 

how some of those I ssei  f el t . 

"The most di sgust i ng par t was the at t i t ude of the Ni sei . 

I r eal l y di d ar gue wi t h a l ot of them i n the CAS of f i c e. 

They were so bi t t er and they t r i ed to t el l  me to say AnoJ  

Some of them act ual l y br agged about how t hey answered i n 

the negat i ve. I cer t ai nl y di d f eel  ashamed of them. I 

coul dn't under st and how they coul d get that bi t t er . They 

j ust di d not t hi nk too ser i ousl y about the mat t er . They 

fol l owed the mob, t hat 's a l l . One t i me I went to the Ki bei 

cl ub and I t ol d a bunch of them j ust what I thought about t he 

whol e t hi ng. I don't t al k much usual l y , but I cer t ai nl y di d 

that day. I used by poor J apanese i n speaki ng to them. 

They r espect ed me for my opi ni ons. I was ver y br ave t hat 

day; I thought I was goi ng to feet beat en up for what I sai d, 

but they di dn't do anyt hi ng. They thought I was a f ool . 

"Anyway, I deci ded to vol unt eer for the Army. I di d 

not make my f i nal  dec i si on unti fo I wal ked i n* to t al k to the 

Ser geant (Ni sei ) . He asked me i f I wanted to vol unt eer and 

I asked hi m i f I coul d. I was not sure i f I coul d or not . 

The Ser geant sai d that I coul d vol unt eer , but he was not 

posi t i ve t hat the Army woul d t ake t he al i ens. So I si gned 

the paper . 

"Al i ce was ver y sur pr i sed when I announead the news al t hough 
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had been expec t i ng me t o s i gn up . She s ai d t hat  she wo"DL2.d mi ss 
BLHXfcx 

me t e r r i b l y , but  she was gl ad s i nc e i t  was f o r  my f ut ur e good. 

A l i c e was mor e di s gus t ed wi t h t he Ni s e i  t han I  bec aus e she 

t hought  t hey wer e l e t t i ng down on t hei r  i dea l s . 

" I  qui t  my j ob i n t he CAS and t hen I  j us t  l a i d ar ound 

wai t i ng f o r  a c a l l . The p hy s i c i a l  exami nat i on was g i v en i n 

camp and I  pas s ed t h at . I t  has been a l ong wa i t . - 4i er e ar e 

f e l l o ws who v o l unt eer ed who ar e s t i l l  i n camp wa i t i n g . We 

had been expec t i ng t o go i mmedi at el y so t hat  a l o t  of  par t i es 

and f ar ewel l  di nnt ES wer e g i v en t o u s . At  f i r s t , ver y f ew 

of  t he v o l unt eer s l i k ed t t  t o be known t hat  t hey wer e vol uneer -

i ng i nt o t he Ar my bec aus e t he canp f ee l i ng was so bad. But  

many of  t he I s s e i  c oo l ed o f f  i n t i me and t hey began t o r ea l i z e 

t hat  t hei r  c h i l dr en wer e go i ng o f f  t o per f or m hono r abl e 

du t i es . I t  was n ' t  t he par ent s who made t he b i g pr o t es t s i n 

t he f i r s t  p l ac e , but  t hey wer e made unc omf or t abl e by t he pr o-

J apan i n d i v i du a l s . When t he pr es s ur e was t ak en o f f  t hey j o i ned 

i n t he par t i es and f a r ewe l l s . The I s s e i  women wer e t he f i r s t  

t o come ar ound. J "hey went  ar ound and made t he t housand s t i t c h 

good l uck be l t  f o r  t he v o l unt eer s . 

" I n t he meanwhi l e we had t al k ed i t  over  and dec i ded t hat  

i t  woul d be bet t er  f o r  A l i c e t o r e l o c at e . J us t  bef o r e I  

v o l unt eer ed, I  had an o f f er  f r om t he I l l i n o i s I ns t i t u t e 6f  

Techno l ogy t o dr i v e a t r uc k i n r et ur n f o r  $100. 00 a mont h and 

f r ee t u i t i o n i n t he n i ght  s c hoo l . I  had ac c ept ed t he j ob 

and was wai t i ng f o r  my c l ear anc e when t he r eg i s t r a t i o n came. 

A l i c e had r ec ei v ed arui  o f f er  f r om t he Hos t el  t o be t he cook , 

whi ch she ac c ept ed. As t h i ngs t ur ned out , I  had t o t ur n down 
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my j ob o f f er  wi t h r egr et s . A l i c e however  dec i ded t o go ahead 

wi t h her  o f f e r . When she got  out  her e t o Ch i c ago , t he j ob was 

t ak en by somebody e l s e . Ther e was no t hi ng el s e f o r  her  t o do 

but  l ook f o r  somet hi ng e l s e . I t  was qui t e an exper i enc e f o r  

h er , but  i t  t ur ned out  t o be f o r  t he bes t . At  l eas t  she di d 

not  have t o s t ay i n t he domest i c f i e l d . ĥe i s wor k i ng as 

a gener al  c l er k i n a cosmopo l i t an company and do i ng f i n e , ¿he 

makes abo ut  ij  110. 00 a mont h now. At  f i r s t  she sf raxr i xx was 

s t ay i ng i n t he " l i n o r  °l u b f o r  s i ng l e young bus i nes s women, 

but  we got  t h i s apar t ment  wr en I  came out . I  want ed A l i c e t o 

get  s et t l ed bef o r e I  went  i nt o t he Ar my. 

" I  us t  wai t ed ar ound. A l l  of  my t h i ngs wer e packed 

away. I  got  t i r ed of  t weddl i ng my t humbs so I  dec i ded t o 

t ak e a shor t  t er m l eav e u n t i l  I  was c a l l ed . On Ap r i l  13, I  

l e f t  camp wi t h about  20 o t her  Ni s e i  who wer e r e l o c at i ng . We 

r ode i n t he t r mck t o P ho eni x . About  t hat  t i me î l a had been 

dec l ar ed out  of  t he mi l i t ar y zone. B u t  peopl e go i ng out  had 

t o t ake t he &s n£k x Sant a Pe r o ut e. T h i s i nv o l v ed an over -

mi ght  s t ay i n a smal l  t own i n Nor t t i er n Ar i z o na. Afr j i ae had 

gone t hat  way and she had a ver y har d t i me get t i ng a ccomodat i ons 

f o r  t he n i gh t . 1'her e was a mor e di r ec t  r out e by t he Sout her n 

P ac i f i c so I dec i ded t o go t hat  way . "he onl y t h i ng wr ong was 

t hat  t he t r a i n had t o go t hr ough par t  of  t he r es t r i c t ed z o ne 

at  T U S C o n . n̂o t her  Ni s ei  f el l o w and I  dec i ded t o t ak e t he 

chance anyway. 

"We s t ayed t hat  ni ght  i n Phoeni x and had a good t as t e of  

f r eedom. We d i d n ' t  do much expec t  t o go eat  and go t o a show. 

Ear l y t he next  mor ni ng t he t r a i n l e f t . When we got  t o xfe 

Tus c on, we wer e s i t t i ng i n t he t r a i n when a F BI  man came 
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When he saw u s , he got  ver y s us p i c i o us . He asked us i f  we wer e 

' J apanes e1 and we s ai d yefe. '¿hen he want ed t o know wher e we 

wer e go i ng. We t o l d h i m. F i n a l l y he asked us f o r  our  mi l -

i t ar y pas s es , whi c h we d i d not  hav e. He want ed our  i dent i -

f i c a t i o n paper s nex t . My f r i end was not  even ques t i oned much 

when he s ai d he was a c i t i z en . But  when he got  t o me and f ound 

out  t hat  I  was an a l i en , he s ai d t hat  I  c oul d not  go t hr ough. 

I  t o l d hi m t hat  I  was a v o l unt eer  i nt o t heAr my, but  he s ai d 

t hat  di d not  make any d i f f e r en c e . He j us t  pu l l ed me o f f  of  

t he t r a i n . I f  I  was a c i  t i z e n , t hen I  am sur e he woul d have 

l e f t  me go . My f r i end l at er  t o l d me t hat  he was not  even 

bot her ed af t er  t hat . He was s i t t i ng next  t o a Cauc as i an j us t  

af t er  t he t r a i n l e f t  Axs c on. J oe i s a Hawai i an Ni s e i  and he 

does not  l ook J apanes e. Anyway t he man t ur ned t o hi m and s a i d , 

' "a y , do you know t hat  you wer e s i t t i ng next  t o a J ap spy? t 'hey 

j us t  pu l l ed hi m o f f  t he t r a i n , t ho s e J aps ar e pr et t y s l y . ' 

The way I  was t r eat ed i n ""uscon, I  may j us t  as wel l  have been 

a J ap s py . 1hey c r oss exami ned me f o r  over  an hour  and t hen 

put  me i n t he j a i l . I  v o l unt eer  and t hen do n ' t  get  any of  

t he p r i v i l eges . You c an see why i t  i s so i mpor t ant  f o r  me t o 

get  my c i t i z ens h i p . 

"'i 'he s t r ange par t  of  t he who l e t h i ng was t hat  t he o f f i c er  

who p i c k ed me up i n J - 'uscon was t he same man who had esc or t ed 

me up t o Mi s s o u l a. When I  t o l d hi m t h i s , he got  s t i l l  mor e 

s us p i c i o us . n e t hou ht  I  had escapf ed f r om t he c onc ent r at i on 

camp. A phone c al l  was sent  i nt o camp and af t er  a l o t  of  

exp l a i n i ng , I  was c l ear ed, û t  t hey s ai d t hat  1 woul d have 

t o go back t o camp. 1'hat  ni ght  I  s t ayed i n t he j a i l . 
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"Wh en I  t o l d t h e s t o r y t o my f r i e n d s , t h ey t h o u gh t  I  h a d 

b e e n i n s u l t e d . I  d i d n o t  f e e l  t h a t  way b e c a u s e I  was u s e d t o 

s uc h i n c o n v e n i e n c e s . I t  o n l y made me mor e c o n s c i o u s ho w muc h 

v a l u e c i t i z e n s h i p p a p e r s h a d . And t o t h i n k t h a t  a l o t  o f  t h o s e 

c r az y N i s e i  a r e w i l l i n g t o t h r o w t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p a s i d e ! 

%m e I s s e i  h e a r d o f  my a d v e n t u r e and t h ey came u p t o me a n d 

s a i d t h a t  t h i s was p r o o f  t h a t  I  was a f o o l  f o r  v o l u n t e e r i n g 

s i n c e X d i d no t  g e t  any p r i v i l e g e s out  o f  i t  and I  wo u l d 

a l wa y s be c o n s i d e r e d a J a p a n e s e . ""hey ev en t r i e d t oo mak e me 

c h an ge my mi n d abo u t  t h e A r my , bu t  I  d i d no t  l i s t e n t o t hem. 

Ho we v e r , s u c h t h i n g s do a f f e c t  a p e r s o n . I  d i d f e e l  v e r y 

d i s c o u r a g e d deep i n s i d e , b u t  1 c o u l d no t  admi t  i t  t o any bo dy 

i n c amp . A l l  X wa n t e d t o do was t o get  away f r o m t h e r e as 

f a s t  as I  c o u l d . 

" I t  was A p r n 26 b e f o r e my c l e a r a n c e came i n a g a i n . T h i s 

t i me I  t o o k t h e S a n t a F S . "h e f i r s t  week i n °h i c a g o I  t o o k 

i t  ea s y and l o o k e d a r o u n d . I  was s t a y i n g at  t h e Ho s t e l  u n t i l  

�"�l i ce c o u l d f i n d an a p a r t men t . She was so wo r r i e d abo u t  me 

wh en s he f o u n d t h a t  I  h a d b e e n a r r e s t e d . N a t u r a l l y we wer e 

a n x i o u s t o s ee eac h o t h er  and t a l k . T h e f i r s t  day I  was i n 

t h e H o s t e l , M i c e came r u s h i n g o v er  bu t  I  c o u l d no t  t a l k t o 

h e r  u n t i l  I  f i n i s h e d wa s h i n g t h e d i a h e s as my s h a r e o f  t h e 

wo r k t h e r e . WE I  v i s i t e d f r i e n d s and l o o k e d a r o u n d so t h a t  I  

d i d no t  h a v e t i me o n my h a n d s . 

"A r o u n d t h e mi d d l e o f  Ma y ( 1943) I  d e c i d e d t h a t  1 i &ay 

as we l l  go t o wo r k u n t i l  I  was c a l l e d . I  was no t  so s u r e t h a t  

I  wo u l d ge t  a c a l l  s i n c e t h e s t a t u s o f  I s s e i  v o l u n t e e r s was 

no t  c l e a r . A n y wa y , I  t h o u gh t  I  c o u l d mak e a l i t t l e money t o 
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hel p my wi f e a l o ng. Thr ough t he F r i en d ' s o f f i c e I  got  a j ob 

i n a l ar ge Wi ndow shade com any , I  am t he f i r s t  J apanes e i n 

t he p l an t . Bec ause I  am not  a c i t i z en I  c an ' t  wor k i n a 

def ens e p l an t . Ahe company wher e I  am al s o does a l o t  of  war  

wor k mak i ng r a i n pr oo f  mat er i al  f o r  t he Ar my and ot her  t h i ngs . 

But  I  have t o wor k i n t he s ec t i on wher e no def ens e wor k i s 

done. 

f , 1he p l ant  i s l o c at ed on t he go ut h west  s i de o f  t own. I t  

t akes me a bout  45 mi nut es t o get  t her e. My wor k i s t o cut  

i nexpens i v e wi ndow shades i nt o 6 f eet  l engt h . ¿"her e i s not  

much f ut ur e t o t he j ob and i t  i s r at her  monot onous , ĥe 

wor ker s come f r om a cosmopo l i t an bac k gr ound. 1h e o l der  

ones come f r om t he v ar i ous ghet t o s . 1'her e i s one P o l i s h 

f e l l o w who has been wor k i ng t her e f o r  40 y ear s . ,J- 'hen t her e 

ar e Amer i can bor n L i t huan i an , I t a l i a n s , I r i s h , and o t her s . 

My s h i f t  r uns f r om 3:30 t o 11: 30 at  n i gh t . I  have been 

get t i ng al ong s wel l  wi t h my f e l l o w wor ker s al t hough 1 do n ' t  

know any of  t hem i nt i mat el y y et . I t  i s an o l d p l an t , but  c l ean . " 

J un j i  was pr epar i ng t o go t o wor k about  t h i s po i nt  i n 

t he i n t er v i ew. ,J- 'he wr i t er  no t i c ed t hat  he was put  t i ng on 

a wh i t e s h i r t , t i e and c l ean s l ac k s , wi t h dr es s s hoes . ¿Fun,;! 

was as k ed i f  he us ual l y went  t o wor k l i k e t h a t , t o whi c h he 

r ep l i ed : 

" I  dr es s up ever y day t o go t o wor k bec ause I  t h i nk t hat  

I t  i s ver y i mpor t ant  t hat  I  make a good i mpr es s i on. 1 f ee l  

t hat  I  r e r es ent  a l o t  of  J apanes e and what  1 do wi l l  det er mi ne 

t o a gr eat  ext ent  how t he ot her  wor ker s wi l l  j udge t he ot her  

evauuees . 1 t h i nk t hat  i t  i s v er y i mpor t ant  t o make t he 

bes t  i mpr es s i on. t he ot her  wor ker s I n t he pl ant  a l l  come t o 
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wor k i n d i r t y wo r k c l o t hes , but  t hat  do es n ' t  ma e any d i f f er enc e 

t o me. My neat  appear ance has made a dec i ded i mpr es s i on on 

t hem. I ' m not  do i ng i t  f o r  mys el f  bec aus e I coul d j us t  as 

wel l  wear  o l d c l o t hes , but  i t  onl y t akes t hat  y . t t l e ext r a 

ef f o r t  t o put  on a t i e . " 

I t  t he pr es ent  t i me, J un j i  has s ever al  c o n f l i c t i ng 

t hought s . I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e he does not  know wher e he s t ands 

i n r egar ds t o t he Ar my. J u n j i  f ee l s t hat  t he f au l t  l i es wi t h 

t he °a l i f o r n i a Sel ec t i v e Ser v i c e u o ar d whi c h i s not  r ec l as s i -

f y i ng hi m. bec ause he nsj cx i s an a l i en . J un j i  onl y suspec t s 

t hat  t h i s may be t r ue. 

" I  c an ' t  ver y wel l  do any p l ann i ng bec aus e I  t h i nk I  

may be c al l ed t o t he f t r my. My br o t her  i n l aw j us t  had a 

f ur l o ugh r ec ent l y and he t o l d me t r a t  t he Ser geant  t o l d hi m 

t hat  a l i ens wer e not  even supposed t o have been al l owed t o 

be s i gged up f o r  v o l unt eer s and t hat  none wer e t o be accept ed . 

I  know t hat  we wer e al l owed t o s i gn up , but  I  am not  sur e about  

be i n ac c ept ed. 1 h av en ' t  hear d of  any I s s e i  bei ng t ak en i n 

yet  al t hough I  d i d hear  f r om somebody t hat  a ' ôpa? I s s e i  

got  i n af t er  wr i t i ng t o t he War  Depar t ment . I  have been 

t h i nk i ng of  wr i t i ng t o Sec r et ar y St i mson f o r  def i n i t e 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n . t e l l  t he t r ut h I  am not  pus hi ng i t  t oo 

much r i ght  now or  mak i ng any s pec i al  e f f o r t . A l i c e i s al one 

and she do es n ' t  want  t o l os e me t oo soon. A 11 wi v es ar e t hat  

way . She want s me t o f i n i s h s c hoo l  f i r s t . I f  1 get  t he c a l l , 

I  wi l l  go and 1 am sur e t hat  A l i c e wi l l  appr ove i t . I  f ee l  

t hat  t he war  i s go i ng t o l as t  a coupl e of  y ear s yet  so t hat  I  

have p l ent y of  t i me t o get  a t as t e of  Ar my l i f e . 
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"My br o t her  has al s o v o l unt eer ed. He i s go i ng t o Dr ake Un i v er s i t y 

u n t i l  t hey c a l l  h i m. I  do n ' t  t h i nk t oo much of  t he i dea of  t he 

Ni s e i  combat  u n i t * ; i t  i s opposed t o democr at i c p r i n c i p l es , but  

I  c an ' t  t oo much about  t hat . 

" I  r egar d my pr es ent  j ob as a s t eppi ng s t one o n l y . I  have 

dec i ded t o go on t o c o l l ege and f i n i s h u P my l as t  year  i f  any 

c o l l ege wi l l  accept  a l i ens . I  hope t o have enough saved up by 

next  f a l l . I  wi l l  be abl e t o save a f a i r  amount  s i nc e I  make 

#52. 50 a week and A M a e i s al s o wo r k i ng. My j ob i s good t o 

hel p i n t he f i nanc i ng so I  am f a i r l y s a t i s f i ed . I  know t hat  t he 

j ob i t s e l f  has no f ut ur e and I  woul d be most  unhappy i f  I  t hought  

I  had t o do i t  a l l  bhe t i i  e . E i t her  t he Ar my or  Schoo l  wi l l  

t ake me out  of  i t  by next  f a l l . " 

J un j i  has wor ked out  t wo goal s f o r  h i ms e l f . He want s t o 

f i n i s h h i s educ at i on and get  h i s c i t i z ens h i p . ~ot h or e ver y 

i m or t ant  t o h i m. J un j i  woul d l i k e t o own h i s own bus i nes s f o r  

t he f u t u r e. He f ee l s t hat  he c oul d f i t  i nt o some par t  of  t he 

mar ket i ng f i e l d wi t h h i s educ at i o n . He i s not  p l ann i ng t o r emai n 

i n "h i c ago per manant l y i n t he event  t hat  t he Ar my does not  t ake 

h i m. 

"You know what  I  want  t o do? I  p l an t o go t o a c i t y wher e 

t her e ar e no J apanes e at  a l l . I  do n ' t  l i k e t o be a l l  congr eg-

at ed wi t h ot her  J apanes e and I  know t hat  t h i s wi l l  happen i f  

I  s t ay i n a p l ac e wher e t her e ar e a number  of  t hem ar ound. I  

want  t o be l os t  i n t he Amer i c an s o c i et y . Xhe °ombat  t eam def eat s 

t h i s pur pose s i nc e i t  put s t he emphas i s on t he J ap anes e , but . I  

c an ' t  cont r o l  t hat . I  do n ' t  t h i nk i t  wi l l  so l ve any pr obl em 

t hat  way . 
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" I  do not  expec t  t o r e l y on r ay f at her  any mor e. He suppor t ed me 

f o r  l ong enough. I  know t hat  he i s comf or t abl y f i x ed and 1 do n ' t  

want  t o dr a i n h i s c as h. My f at her  l i k es t o spend money. He spent  

Tqui t e a bi t  i n camp. He i s not  t h i nk i ng of  r e l o c at i ng now and I  

t h i nk t hat  he p l ans t o go back t o Ca l i f o r n i a i f  onl y t o ' r et i r e 

i n Mont e. However , he has been i n t er es t ed i n get t i ng t he 

Ni s ei  out . Sev er al  mont hs ago he t ook a t r i p out  her e at  h i s 

own expense j us t  t o have a l ook ar ound and t hen he went  back t o 

camp and t o l d t he peopl e about  t he p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 

" i  woul d not  even c ons i der  go i ng bac k t o Ca l i f o r n i a at  t he 

pr es ent  t i me. A f t er  t he f ar  1 am go i ng t o get  as f ar  away 

f r om any Or i ent al  t hat  I  c an get . I  am a J apanes e Dan i a l  Soone. 

You know t hey have a J apanes e chur ch h er e , but  I  woul d not  want  

t o be s een near  i t . I  p l an t o get  i nt o t he ac t i v i t i es of  one 

of  t he nei ghbor hood c hur c hes . " 

I n s p i t e o f  t hes e det er mi nat i o ns , J
un j i  has l i mi t ed h i ms el f  

t o pr et t y much of  a Ni s e i  l ev e l , except  f o r  t he chur ch Caucas i ans 

whom he knows . I n t he ef f o r t s t o seek a s o c i a l  l i f e , t he dr i f t  

has been t owar ds l ook i ng up o l d f r i ends and r e l a t i v es . However , 

J un j i  seeks out  t he t ype of  Ni s e i  who ar e mor e Amer i c ani zed. One 
u 

of  t he f r i ends he has made r ec ent l y i s an o l d t i me ŝ s ei  r es i den t . 

Th i s i s s e i , Mr . ŵagami , l i v es d i r ec t l y ac r oss t he s t r eet  f r om 

J umj i . 3Phe ar ea has an i nc r eas i ng number  of  r es et t l er s movi ng 

i nt o i t  s i nc e i t  i s ar ound t he Un i v er s i t y and 63r d s t r eet  whi ch 

i s f ehe l ar ges t  shoppi ng d i s t r i c t  sout h of  t he L oop. 

J un j i  became i n t er es t ed i n Mr . ŵagami  when he f ound out  

t hat  t h i s man had put  up t he Amer i c an f l ag f o r  t he bl oc k C i v i l i an 

Def ens e Bu l l e t i n b o a r d . Th i s ŝ s e i  i s r umor ed t o be a f or mer  

gr aduat e of  Oxf o r d Un i v er s i t y i n Engl and and he has t r av el ed 
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wi del y a l l  over  t he wo r l d . J un j i  exp l ai ned t hat  t he man had a 

number  of  i n f l uenc i a l  c auc as i an f r i en ds . He i s wor k i ng i n t he 

Gener al  " l e c t r i c  Gompany wher e l e i s a s pec i a l i z ed engi neer . 

J u n j i  s t at ed t hat  May o r  K el l xy had been i ns t r ument al  i n he l p i ng 

hi m t o feet  bac k t he j ob af t er  he was f i r ed when t he war  br oke 

out . Mr . I wagami  i s mar r i ed t o a c auc as i an woman, a gr aduat e 

of  Ober l i n Co l l ege i n Oh i o . She i s ver y ac t i v e i n Red Cr oss 

and Chur ch wor k i n t he nei ghbor hood. A 18 year  o l d daught er  

r ec ent l y gr aduat ed f r om Hyde Par k Hi gh Sc ho o l . She i s ver y 

c u l t ur ed and i n t e l l i g en t . °he wi l l  go t o Ober l i n i n t he ' a l l . 

(Wr i t er  p l ans t o wr i t e uS t h i s f ami l y af t er  dev el opi ng t he 

ac quai nt anc e a b i t  mo r e. ) 

I t  i s t hr ough c ont ac t s such as t h i s t hat  J un j i  hopes t o be abl e 

t o become i nt egr at ed i nt o t he communi t y l i f e . 

He r ec o gn i zes t hat  h i s l e i s u r e t i me i s one of  h i s gr eat es t  

pr obl ems . J un j i  has been d r i f t i n g t owar ds h i s f or mer  Ni s e i  

f r i ends i n s p i t e of  h i s des i r e t o expand out  i nt o t he communi t y. 

However , t hese c ont ac t s ar e l i mi t ed c h i ef l y t o week ends . i _i i s odd 

wor k i ng hour s does not  per mi t  a gr eat  deal  o f  t i me f o r  a s o c i a l  

l i f e . J u n j i  woul d l i k e t o get  changed t o a day s h i f t  s i nc e he 

does not  get  t o see h i s wi f e t oo much. when he comes home f r om 

wor k , she i s as l eep ;and when she goes t o wo r k , he i s as l eep . 

<�>unj i  f ee l s t hat  t h i s i s not  a des i r eabl e ar r angement . 

For  ¿ i s l e i s u r e ac t i v i t i e s at  p r es ent , J un j i  and A l i c e 

at t end Mi e movi es on t he aver age of  once a week . J un j i  r eads 

a gr eat  dea l . Ther e wer e a number  of  books s c at t er ed ar ound h i s 

apar t ment . Among t hem wer e Nat i v e Son , One - "or I d, and some 

r ec ent  books on t he war . Among t he magaz i nes , t he wr i t er  no t i c ed 

New Repub l i c , *'o r ei gn P o l i c y r epo r t s , L i f e , and o t her s . I n gener al , 
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, u n j i  al so r eads no v el s * "whi c h d i s c us s es some s o c i a l  pr obl em, but  

l a t e l y 1 have been r eadi ng any t hi ng I  can get  my hands o n . " H e 

l i s t en s t o t he r adi o comment at or s r e l i g i o u s l y , h i s f av o r i t e 

b e l n g Boake C a r t e r . J un j i  makes a s pec i a l  ef f o r t  t o l i s t e n t o 

any t own h a l l  pr ogr am whi c h d i s c us s es t he pr obl em of  r ac i a l  

mi no r i t i es . J un j i  al so makes a s pec i al  ef f o r t  t o buy a l l  

magazi nes whi c h has an ar t i c l e d i s c us s i ng some phase of  t he 

" ap ane s e pr obl em i n Amer i c a. A copy of  t he *ummer  ed i t i o n of  

W r̂ ound whi c h c ont ai ned s ev er al  a r t i c l es on t he WRA 

po l i c y and camps (one by Sddi e »hi mano) has been t humbed t hr ough 

a gr eat  dea l , ¿ un j i  exp l ai ned t hat  i t  has been pas s ed ar ound t o 

many of  h i s Ni s e i  f r i en ds . J un j i  has now s t ar t ed t o bor r ow 

books f r om Mr . I wa0a®f c, who has a good l i b r a r y . Ther e i s al so 

a t endency dev el op i ng t o us e Mr . I wagami ' s house as t he cent er  

f o r  meet i ng f r i en ds . The hous e i s l ar ge and r oomy wi t h a gr and 

pi ano i n t he l i v i n g r oom and many comf or t abl e c ha i r s . L ar gel y 

t hr ough J u n j i ' s f r i en ds h i p , Mr s . I wagami  has become i nt er es t ed 

i n t he r es et t l ement  pr ogr am. T h i s f ami l y had been mor e or  l es s 

cut  o f f  f r om J apanese c ont ac t s p r i o r  t o t he r es et t l ement  of  t he 

evauuees i n l ar ge number s t o t h i s c i t y . Mr s . I wagami  has dec i ded 

t o t empor ar i l y house r e s e t t l e s who have had a d i f f i c u l t  ho us i ng 

pr obl em. > f i r s t  one she wi l l  t ake i n wi l l  be a c l ose f r i end 

v o f  J u n j i ' s , a Mr . E ar l  Y us a, wi f e , a n d c h i l d . (Mr . x u s a p l ans t o 

at t end a chur ch c o l l ege . ) 

J un j i  i s not  s a t i s f i ed wi t h h i s pr es ent  apar t ment  and he 

p l ans t o move t o anot her  p l ac e i f  one can bel o c at ed. He has 

been us ed t o a l ar ge r oomy t o hous e bef o r e ev ac uat i on so 

t hat  he f ee l s cr amped i n t he one r oom apar t ment  whi c h he now 
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oc c upys . J un j i  l i v ed on a f a r r l y h i gh s t andar d p r i o r  t o ev ac uat i on 

and he now f ee l s t hat  a t empor ar y c r ampi ng l i k e t he camp apar t -

ment s i s not  nec es s ar y . A l ar ge doubl e bed t ak es up most  o f  t he 

r oom. The k i t c hen i s r at her  nar r ow. »' o r  an ext r a do l l ar  a 

week , t he l andl o r d put  i n anot her  bed i n t he k i t c hen so t hat  we 

can t ake i n f r i ends o v er n i gh t . " A bat hr oom ws shar ed wi t h ot her  

r oomer s on t he t h i r d f l o o r  wher e ûn j i  i s l i v i n g . T h e t h i ng whi c h 

causes J un j i  t he gr eat es t  di s comf or t  i s t he bedbugs , f h e l and-

l o r d t e l l s me t hat  most  of  t he apar t ment s i n >i c a g o have t hem 

but  1 c an ' t  r es i gn mys el f  t o a l l  t hat  b i t i n g at  ni ght  and I  wi l l  

e i t her  get  cut  or  get  r i d of  t he bedbugs . Back i n "a l i f o r n i a , 

hav i ng bedbugs was an unment i onabl e s ub j ec t s , but  t he peopl e 

ar ound her e t a l k qui t e f r ee l y about  i t . " A r e f r i g i d a i r e , a 

smal l  r ad i o , s ever al  t r unk s , and some p i ec es of  f u r n i t u r e com-

p l et e t he f u r n i s h i ngs of  t he apar t ment , J un j i  f ee l s t hat  i t  i s 

no d i f f er ent  f r om t he cr owded camp and he dt at ed t hat  he was 

l ook i ng f o r  a mor e homel i ke p l ac e . " i  woul d hunt  har der , but  I  

do n ' t  know when I  wi l l  be c al l ed f o r  t he A r m y and I  may go o f f  

t o school  so t hat  we c an ' t  p l an on get t i ng t oo s e t t l ed . " 

J un j i  i s a l i t t l e f ear f u l  o f  t he f u t u r e . " I  t h i nk most  of  

t he J apanes e ar e i n f o r  a t ough t i me. 1 do n ' t  know what  t hey wi l l  

do . I  do n ' t  even know what  I  wi l l  be do i ng de f i n i t e l y . I  do n ' t  

t h i nk I  wi l l  have any c h i l dr en f o r  qui t e a wh i l e . I  am hopi ng 

t hat  we do have a bet t er  wor l d af t er  t he war . I t  seems t o me 

t hat  we wi l l  have a change i n our  economi c sys t em. I  woul d l i k e 

t o see an app l i c at i o n o f  t he p r i nc i p l es of  ĥ r i s t i an br ot her hood 

but  t hat  i s t oo much t o hope f o r  t he near  f u t u r e . " 



J ul y 20, 1943� 

On J ul y 15, J unj i  went to the Fr i ends of f i ce i n sear ch of 

anot her j ob. The f ol l owi ng conver sat i on was r epor t ed by 

Tanaka, one of the i nt er vi ewer s t her e: 

" I hope t o f i nd a bet t er j ob. The West er n shade company 

i s al l  r l  ht , but i t get s me down becaix e the work i s so 

monotonous, I don' t want to b cut t i ng shades f or ever . I t 

i s easy work and my boss i s sat i sf i ed wi t h me, but I t hi nk 

t hat I am the onl y col l ege gr aduat e i n t he whol e out f i t . 

"A l ot of the wor ker s ar e i gnor ant and they don't even 

speak Engl i sh cor r ect l y. I want to get out of there as 

qui ckl y as I can. I have asked them many t i  es i f I coul d 

get i nt o the of f i c e, Vut they gi ve me the brush of f . They t el l  

me t hat I can make mere money by cut t i ng shades ana t hat 

the « f f i ce work i s j ust f or gi r l s . But I woul d r at her work 

i n t he of f i ce f or 120.00 a week than be cut t i ng 8ha des f or 

$32.00. I am a commerce maj or and I want to do somethi ng 

t hat wi l l  add to my ski l l * I f I work too f ast at t he f act or y 

the ot her wor ker s get mad and t hey t e l l  me to sl ow down. I 

want a j ob where I can see Al i c e, mywi fe, more of t en. I don't 

get to see nough of her . I am al so booki ng for a new apar t ment . 

My pl aoe has bedbugs and i t i s too cramped. l ,e don't teye a 

pr i vat e bathroom ei t her . w 



ADDENDA � J unj i  Oyama J ul y £5. 19 B5. 

A br i ef hone v i s i t was made and J unj i *s wi f e i nformed 

i nt er vi ewer that J unj i  had qui t hi s j ob because he f el t that i t 

was a dead end j ob. He has made appl i cat i on to the Bank 

m̂pl oynmul i  agency f or a posi t i on. J unj i  i s wi l l i ng to l ear n 

tr< m t he bottom up. He f eel s t hat t hi s work i s more i n 

l i ne wi t h hi s col l ege t r ai ni ng. J unj i  i s al so at t empt i ng 

to r egi st er at Nor t hwest er n Uni ver si t y for the f al l  terip. I e 

was tol d tha t he coul d not enr ol l  as a r egul ar st udent due to 

the Navy school  bei ng l ocat ed on the Evans ton campus. However , 

j unj i  has been gi ven per mi ssi on to exi ro&l  i n the Aowntomn 

ni ght school . Nor t hwest er n cannot gi ve hi m a di pl oma, but 

J unj i  f eel s t hat he can compl ete hi s work i n two year s on a 

par t t i me basi s . At the pr esent t i me, he i s wai t i ng f or a 

cal l  from the Bank f or empl oyment , but he does not know i f 

the pr ospect s ar e ver y goofl.. 

The coupl e are ver y di sat i s f i ed tfith t hei r pr esent 

apar t ment , but nefether has mus much t i me to l ook f or a bet t er 

pl ace. They f eel  t hat t hey may be st uck i n t hei r apar tment 

due to the gr eat housi ng shor t age at the pr esent t i me. 



� Oc . 0 , l l Mo 

$B£â f i l  t9ÊM f i l o o n ( J un. j i  0 y a m, pc uo d«) 

uh l eh t ho I kâo l ot m P l on b j r  ' i c o Oo n i i t  oo o r f  i c o i n 

Ok i c a ,  ̂ y- atU " a í  . � V tfe *> o n 

>c CF ILIE .... ITO: WILLST V¿- 'e LIL.O SO c :ÌD pi o 

O 1; c- f  c a i I l e . c t- ,:«uafco "boL î  -  n-  o on f cf t l a 

al  ¿L -J  e : t  .. .:.. io* 



Aug 5 

(?) 
J un j i  now wor k i ng i n def ens e f ac t o r y owned 
by nat ur a l i zed c i t i z en . Lay s h i f t . P l ans 
t o at t end Nor t hes t er n Ev eni ng Sc hoo l . Two 
year s f o r  di p l oma. Co l l ege unc er t a i n as t o 
whet her  di pl oma can be gr ant ed due to Navy 
r es t r i c t i o n . No f ur t her  news on Ar my s t at us . 
Has not  moved y et . No ho us i ng. 



�.;o? 'J r Qj -  : . v �, 
H Li cat a» S a l i f o ml a 

J e ma r y l i , Xi> -

rv .. f i * W Ho -i. t.- i2 

l  ì mve 'mov a pal i ! .or  i nt i caat o l y Cj x>i n- ; nowpl y t vo y oa - a 
3? a_ìcl  . ¿TI  - o ©vai  4 : . l ì . I  v.as f cLi oi i » . a . � .. a :.aioc2 

thosa» X havo t et t a» t ho f t a i l i o s o f  bo t h o f  t hoso youi i g 
,. « ,:aoy ur o o f  f i r s t  r at e <_Lial :\ , � I  .vo . ; . o f  ,!i o 

ai aI i ì  i ur . i i ĵ  nc ar l y w- 3 s . Ui ho p i a h . - a... j o aa a 
CShr i i  o i s n ,- a: t op, a . . . vor i aor  ami  fo:- > a n.. JJ JGP o f  . oa - s 
a cuecosaf ,.,.! bu j i no L o sisaa afc 1 -  o n t a , Gal l f ai - ai a wher -  ho 
has t» "o o- .- if  i uGi ì eo o f  o aay Xda&l ag moa Af l à l o Qxo o n l y 
J apanoao /l ot iboi 1 of  t ho :ot a.*i an- >« J l r o ' s v t f  , ¿ t em, COÌ^S 
f i MB a f i ml l y "¿,?iì<sh f a r  y oar s imi a f i n a t ousl ndea* -  t op 
û ienì  i at i : at o l y mi  t hì n! ver .y ì i l chl ; ai ' f ooi s. Bc t h f at i ! l i eo 
ave a l  bhat  ve as s o c i a t e v i , v o - t  x / e a 'aet o r . 

i n ohe r ocor i aendat i oa bl anl : I  l avo 3hoekod - ho qu&Xi t l o c 
of  fmm ar id ¿ I r ò « I t  v i l i  bo aoon t i mi  I  t h i ak o f  t t i ©» aa 
�- ooii(3 poopl o u f  f i r s t  r at © qaal ì t y » i t hoaf c I i es i t at  Lo» I  
p l ac o t hou far-  a- ovo t ho avoi - a ô o f  h y a i ea l , n e t t a i , s o r a l  
and ap i P l t u a l  q ua l i t i o e» i f t oy havo ©apaei t y f o r  wor i : ai .kì  
l oyal i - y ¿MKÌ a l  se ùhoco ab i l i t i c i , hafc c r eat i v o i i 3r v o© 
po as i b l o * 3i ay ar o v. o f  ovai -  o o n f i do nee. X s ha l l  bo 
ui j j )/ t© bo sponsor -  f o r  l . ©tu no ua Lio..-  vhor o � ¡o. i ey bo 
>or o:Lt t od o st ut ì y or  t o ae>*vo. 

�aur a i n o r v i c o , 

/ a / 1". . : ©emai nal i  



u>. ) 

¿FOL i  .» L i,. Alùî?ll  i r r   
' o-  -  (Kl noy J  an , i m p 

143 o a t  ¿l ai n r oot  ' f l h«f t i f f% Ca l i f  oi « a 

I I ov. 11, 10CÍ  

J  . .A j  ..'3 . 

o hav.; I z own � and Oi ah i  f o r  at  l eas t  s i x 
,*ouac � J  ¿?ou � i  a - g o J l  � -  at op . a . � L a. I  aa l a 

c ui  1 ;>3 aa � l a a ..âaaa ao) ao "a. 
f ai ai l y #a bue l no a .̂ ¿hoy havo al i t ava onf ayeû t ho h i î o a t  
o at oo. : of  a l l  t /ho know t hon -  an-  aa a a o f  t he 
Audi  deaa .ev o l ut i on, aa on© i nt er es t ed 'i a t i l i  Auer l -
o ani s at i o n one: a . a l aat i o ö uf  oui ' i r ò a l  3 X c an t a«!:? ,  
s ay ¿ ' be l i ev e Î3P# and UE»S# CÜahl  t o bo .r  i or 'ougl i l y f cr oi  b-

ura o.-  a a vea � ..udaotr :oaa aa v � _j- a a i l o oio. ; 
peo p l e. 

bar o t auXy, 

/ a / a . and i aa. � � «I./nes 
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10<j j  I I * an i o br i o l  Dl v . » 
un ( J obr t o l , )a l i £ * 

wct . , 1. � ! 

2l  zxü xa i m ooi rc , u*-

1 hav e ] aoua ."í po. / o i m wl &hl  obout  ?c> o? yoa 'D, ari-
hav e Xai oun has? I me t o á áb out  t oo y o ar s * 

Domi ne t ho f o ur  2x>ai*s I  havo . s o s o 3« Oi o" 1 
and I ioi» par o at 3 qui t o l at i nat o!:/- * cuo t o t ho f ac t  f chat  v/a 
v/o ô a.,oocl at ocl  t o j o t h 11 t u our  bus t neoo afc ,,ho above 

� 

£3s?3» t t t ehi  l o , I  conoi des?, a ! i I gh t ype,, l o y a l  
J abonoso- A sabl ean c i  i s er u ho l o a Chr l at i saa aod pef l o et o 
Ü , i » hoi s da i l y l l f o , i a st a?l ct l ?j  hos i ost , no at , o l ean , 

o r l y and obovo noxnal  l a t o l l l  - once. 

- i ov ai ?onu , ar o r m±>oi 'oú uy aoar oot  and uoar oc t  
f i a n d o , C! ar ae t er  l i . o f  t ho h l  j l i eat » 

-  ui 'i t i ;; o t i r so I  l i avo I210 n I  t e*. J i r o J i dhl  -  have 
t o ma : J xi  t o bo q u i e t , - :>l eaoanú, aad a d j ol r © t o bo 000 .ol f-
at i v o l a ev er y r o i ôc t ;* lio l o a eo l l o ge stu< - >nt, and l o 
ooi *t i ai nl y r epr es ent at i v o o f  t ho hl t j bor  t y?,o of J apanooo-
A.io.. l ean e l  J.l &ono» 

I  do not  heo t l t at © t o POOCEUM* ov i  hes e - ouní j  
poo l̂ o f o r  aayt  i £aj  t h j y al gí i t  ohoc f b r  i-  tibor/ 
poaaoos . jo- .- d J ud î i ont  and v / i l l  be ao t l v at od b ; tho h i  :hoot  
- .¡Ql í V O» 

112. bo ;l at  t o bo oí ' any f ü r t ho r  oor v i co t a aaai o t -
j  -  L o o n . , . . . . ai i  r  . � 

l¿..- a e e t f u l l y , 

f \ J  . van 
;ynn* u íuie'i  IIouoo uorkat» 



(COpv) 

mg T C I me. - A.. J cuobor  194Í J  

0 I J  :iAY H? ; £ : 

1 havo I zDaun J i r o Oi ohi  £ov at out  l l i r oo, 
po o o l b l y f oui ? yo�u?fi t  - io v/au ac i i v  ̂ l a t l i © J u e- i oao-
A.xj i 'l cmx 0%t ì aoi i i i  ( o o ay ao ) , a 1 - a'-  o£» i n t he ofc tdy o f  
¿ uap i ean yov or aBuat  f o r  t ho pur pooo o f  a l d i n a Uì oel  
i l i  a bot 'oor  uadopo t  aadi ac t ho l a » o f  f ch>l r  
biluci . 

J i p o ::.£> a <3t ¡pXu'c:l mi , i  a . b on ao i v o ;i  c!ì i n»ch 
ao t l v i t i o o üo ri  � I sr j ocj l oCgo fox* quì feo oooo t ì u o , f o 
i o aii  o :t co l l oat  at o mí , orad i o sor i ousl  r A*; o J0 toc 
i l a uafco or i ::. 

I f ool  t hat  A co : .id cìopeiìò ex. ¿ i no ivi  a-  >y 
c i  e ìi- is .anc o . 

>i ncoPGÌ y, 

/t i / - �- �¿*ono oan - Vy 
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R � o o u LI : I? i \  ? I O ir  B L A II -

ì l̂ o î aent  A L l  .ornate I aconi  'i hr ot i j i  

AI SUAI T p:;i  A; S SERVÌGI ao :  
o u t h e m Ca l i f o r n i a l >a.i ch 

:. as ad ma , Gal  i 'o r n i a 

J a m : J i r o J o. a i a 01¿:\ i  Mdi *ebs s i ; , - I v o r a , A r i s . 

Baw i oi - j  !i avo :x3i i  i moun ap p l i c an t i  8 mos« t el at i «., ;;:: ì  s C&ur ci  - tra 

Ar c at oo f i n o i &gj r os s i on -  ^mw&k ms I l o i o no t  t or r eo i v o ; 

s l l ght l y at uopod 

l - 'er sonal i t y -  ave- - ago cesar eo* ,'e r̂ov/t-  t m o w v/ì i  : Qoi v j &Xnt anoo 

�a.;o i n : i oet  I sg po<j ; si a . u'onoi t os x x x ^b a t  1 a...�- !� c u l a t a ; d i f f i e u l t y 

i n expi re s i ne hi msol f 

C âr aei  os?, uo r o l  s t andar ds -  :>u.*ì  v>; ì &r Lss ..nqa ü̂t i  noci  r ee  ̂ i t u< o 

I n t e l l i g en c e -  o mr a g o 

loa- n t o Vt - oaat  .on -  r o s e n U M bu t  eoop- ar at ot i � - e�\ *kss o-
o en t f u T I s noi -  qu i t o c o - poet i  r sor o ac c ur at o t o s ay '"dl al l ì s ed"» 

i n i t i â t  I vo a¿¿< o r i y i n a l i t y -  av a r a ;o t ei aar Los I l o i s r o i n : a 
j ub as oí 1 ;,.> . .. l ey /te t i  v i t  i o s Qo*ma$£ 

ü&aao .. .uor  -  a v o r i o *aar . a : Do t t o r  I Han av o r a j o t  iot  no t  
::I :oen! � 

to tttjsy -  avo. a ô : tenario t i  don f t :mc j omM î gì  h i i  t o ans êr 
ti  1Ì S Cor r er ; t l y 

Oo upo r at l o u ,i t . ot i i or s -  gpod t o a VA.r  ..or« ai  l í e i e cocì >or a-
�ci n j  i  e l i  h o r o , 

..xmsa o f  r eeponaì ì : i l l f - .y -  o&ovo avoi 'v, e �aar Las Vor y < o m r ab i o  

i 'ida. ¡ t ab i l l t y t o un f o r es »e. ancl-  x>G3i >Ì bl y u. .p l s a - aat  ; ske -  av er ago 

. i aaot h. n t o uno:- :,: e- tot s i t uât ioni»? '.lu a..-  us Ho !.. I ndec i s i *© 

¿i oaXfch -  nor mal  -

t ol i gl o.u i n t e r es t  -  ac t i v o i n c hnr c h . nl V.ì t  .1 »un&ay 
::c o 1 t aac ho r j  v i l l i n ; \  or i r ur  i l ;, i nc o i c o io f  ... s » 

a t i n g i n l a s t  »oul t i on h u i d -  ^. d ai'-  3% I l el peü f a t ho r  i n 
.'O. t i l . Ü.J J  . 3Í  )�« : � i d >1 » 1 .1.. ... 't  . 



J � 

Aûi  t â o no l  cor : t î nt  o s : b at i l i or os s t r i c t l y t o r u l o s mi a c ç r  >o! l ont s  
Y;i on ho i s ei o c our aj oä i t  - ahoa hÎ Ki  qui ..o a Y;MX:> t o ai m: out  
o f  l t . ¿lo r a r e l y as novel  i d e a s , but  c on a o an e l   
£ nc i  

J i cnaf cur o: o;.x1on ousa- I i aco 

Mi  ve ¿ai nr - l - A, , .vor a, / r i s . 

� o s i  � ¿O ! s i l i  1 t o r  

. at ©2 1 -



U o ; Y ) 

�J 0 ; 3 IT A -:1 1 V IT B L \ H : 
a a p l o ^mt  APi  l l o an t s l ac ed '¿hr ouf j x 

Am. i o t e st osi Ds ramos 
û t h o r n Ca l i f o r n i a Dva.seh 

i K,4 . Q ân ;o C h wo A v emo 
i aoadom, Cal i f or ni a 

Hanoi J i r o Oer aM v i ahi ^ f i B I I GO- l o- C* ¡i i vox ,̂ /l î s* 

,.j  U i ; have yen torn a p... l eant * n m.'l y L r̂ a» 
Ho 
l ol aui oi j dhi pi  l a: uor  ami  i V i o nd 

I n v a s i o n o f  a .ea- ene-  , \  j o i q w , oar Pt oQQt  3roa'<.os f I  » ¿ xppees i on 

¿er ooanXI t y: .Xoaot u; too l a i aeot i nc peopl es i  l oosi ng 

Q a t o ? J  Xut  Hi ;,01100s . : of . r :I  .o l "/ above a v o m ;o 

emot i on t o v aeu a t i u s I W© tfco bea t  o f  t 5:o s i t u a t i o n 

.Li i i t l auiv- vj  m* .JCVO aver age I* ; .0 o f  h wa r t  i - oon 

Xaduut r ys ¿¿peed:: aal  e f f i c i e n t  Co o per at i o n: G<x/J  f cossi  � c r i e r  

aonoo or  rocp n a i b i l i t y i  L-  vo a ver a ;o 

Me.-  j ob£.1 i t , t o u i ô r ooeon etui  poi r  i b l y unpl easant ^c i l y 

oao- clon t o v n ^o e t o c i t uut i ens: *al u 

- i eal t m J r oai ; s v unSs a l e l i î eus i n t e r es t : A j t i v i n chuasc?:: 

1 l aof c c o i t i o n Uol c- s i soel l ent  

. I j n a a ^o S � Uoei r ol : ttth ;- oal i i ,n5 00 . a 

. i-  '3 k-  jo «vo» f  1 1 -  , a'i :l f  � at e* 1- 11- '. ~ 
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ALSBRÍ OAU F Î J I X, .VXCJS COÍ .IIIITTSE � 
?ac I f i c Coast Branel i  

544 3. Or an, ;e Gr ove Ave. 
Panader í a, Ca l i f o r n i a 

Doc. 24, 1942 

J oseph Brown 
Amer i can Fr i ends Ser vi e o Commi ttee 
139 J ost Liad i  son 
Chi cago, I l l i noi s 

Dear  F r i end: 

J aci osod pl ea, o f i nd appl i cat i on bl anks for J i r o and Anna 
Ci s .1. r hot ogr aphs are not avai l abl e but wi l l  be forv/ax ed 
i f tho of f i c i al  phot ogr apher v i s i t s Gi l a i n the near f ut ur e. 
e encl ose, al so, an occupat i onal  f i l e card and a Li as t or 

i ndex f i l o car d. 

Por t hi s l ast we do not seen to have I n c :,r ossessi on a 
acuel lo of the of f i c i al  f OR: L ant: V/ i l l  have to ask you to do 
t hi s over i n the - roper form i f hi s its not sat i sf act or y. 

e aro sendi ng copi es of tho l et t er s of r ef er ence vf. i ch ver e 
sent us by t he Oi i hl s and are aski ng f or addi t i onal  r efer -
ences accor di ng to ;;he r egul ar pr ocedur e. 

Those young peopl e have boon i n cor r espondence - /it us si nce 
about the mi ddl e of September and on my r ecent v i s i t to Gi l a 
I had sat i sf act or y <al  s wi t h bot h J i r o and An- - a. he r 

st r i ke no as bei nj  excel l ent epr esent at l vos 'or r el ocat i on. 
lj.1iu aro bot i  out st andi ng l ead ers i n th » young poopl  f s 
ac t i v i t i es at Gi l a, but are qui t e wi l l i ng tc do h u.- ework 
f or a year or two i n o nier to hel p st ar t the m vement of 
yoxng peopl e i nt . ermanent r el ocat i on. 

31 cer ol y, 

�3 .5f*w / s / J sther B. . i i oads 
en c l . 
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R ij  J  0 H I! E N D A T I 0 IT B L A N K 
For  i npl oyment  Appl i c ant s P l aced Thr ough 

AI l i jRl CAIT PHI  J HDS »BRVI C3 00I 1I I TTE 2 
Sout her n Ca l i f o r n i a Br anch 
544 J . or ange Gr ove Avenue 

Par  adena, Cal i f o r ni a 

Haines Anna Yoshi ko Oi s h i  Addr es s : 59- 13- 0, K i v er s , A r i z . 

How I o n ; have you known appl i c ant s 8 mo3. Ho l at i ons hi  : Chur c wor k 

AD oar ance: C ea os f i ne i mpr ess i on r emar ks: Ver y ne&f c, up r i gh t , 

and at t r ac t i v e 

per s o nal i t y : P l eas i ng Remar kss F i ne mi l e and r eas s ur anc e 

i i l ase i n meet i ng peo p l e: - l eas i ng Remar ks: Br i ght  and po i s ed 

Char ac t er : Good 
I nt el l i genc es de f i n i t e l y above aver age Remar ks: -* een and qui et  

React i on t o Evac uat i on: Remar ks : Never  had oc c as i on t o t a l k t o 
her  about  t h i s 

I n i t i a t i v e and o r i g i na l i t y : ik/ove aver age :t ei i ai ks: Good at  handl i ng 
peopl e 

oense of h i i or s Keen 

I ndus t r y : Speedy and e f f i c i en t  Remar ks: o >.e i s c o ns c i ent i o us , knows 
what  she want s an; does i t  

Cooper at i on wi t h o t her s : Good t eam wor ker  

¡t ense o f  r es p o ns i b i l i t y : Above aver age Remar ks : St i c k s t o l i er  j ob 
t o t he end 

Adapt abi l i t y to unfor eseen and possi bl y unpl easant tanks ¿- marks: 
i  rob abl y good, but 7. c an' t say so dof n i bel / fro- i  shor t 
acquai nt ance � 

Heact i oi i  t o unexpec t ed s i t uat i o n : ĉ i t a b l e , but  r easons wi t h h er s e l f  

Heal t h : i i or oal  

Rel i g i o us i n t er es t : Aver age 

Rat  i n/1 i n l as t  p o s i t i o n ho l d : Good Remar ks : ahe i s g i v i ng a good 
account  o f  he s e l f  as c h i l d r en ' s d i e t i c i an 

Comment s: Anna wi l l  bo l i k e anywher e. She i s a l er t , qui c k an ver -
r es po ns i v e. Ui e knows what  sho ant s and $oes af t er  , t . as 
chai r man o f  t he s oc i al  c o mi t t e e o f  our  chur ch Anna has shown 
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r emar ksbl e abi l i t y to t ake hol d 
peopl e uor ki ng f or her . A f i ne 

of si t uat i ons an get t he younn 
l eader 1 

Si gnat ur e: Hoydon Susu- :.a ;o 

Addr ess; 32- 1- A, i t i vers, Ar i z. 

I-' osxt i oni  Mi ni s ter-

Dateï  1- -̂ 43 



I l Wi j  HQ.CL .SAI I  F : . Y _ Oc t obor  22. 194b 
i i j l i AL col t t ; No. 1 , i i ox J UA, c M l M l i l i  

J O V HOI  I  I T I l Ar  OONC IRIX: 

I  havo known Anna l i akl no Ol al i i  f o r  about  e i ght  
y ear 3, ĥo was a good s t udent  i n Al hai i br a Ci t y Hi gh 
Sc ho o l , a good o i t i z en and wel l  l i k ed b y her  c l as s 
mat es , 

Anna has bo o n a l eader  i n t he Y uai  Cl ub o f  whi c h 
I  was t he adv i s er . Th i s c l ub was f or med t o a i d t he 
Al io i c o n J apanes e g i r l s t o s t udy s er v i c e and t o g i v e 
s o r v i c o t o t he i r  cor; .nmi by . These g i r l s sponsor ed t he 
Al hambr a F l ower  Ar r angement  Shows , Anna wan gr eat l y 
r es po ns i b l e f o r  t he s uc c es s o f  t hose shows v/hor e 
t housands of  peopl e at t endee". 

she has exec ut i v e a b i l i t y , i n v er y dependabl e. 
I i er  c har ac t er  i s ex c e l l en t . ho as bo o n ac t i v e i n 
chur ch ( Ch r i s t i an ) a c t i v i t i e s and i s a good Ch r i s t i an . 

l  c on r ecommend Anna î s l xi  wi t hout  r es er v at i o n . 

S i nc er e l y , 

/ s / 1) enc - ac) ?an 1- Vy 
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S C I  A I I  Y B R O S . 

4915 W. 6 fel l  S t . , 
<2i i c ago , I I 1 i no i  s � 
Aug. 2 , 

Amer i can Pi 1 l ends Ser v i c e 
s ec ur i t y Bu i l d i ng 
189 Madi s on 
Ch i c ago , I l l i n o i s He: J i r e Oi sf oi  

85' j . 6- ;.th S t . , 
Ch i c ago , i n i no i s 

!Bxe above named per s o n i s be i n  ̂ c ons i der ed f o r  em-
pl oyment  or  c ont i nued em l oyment  wi t h t h i s company and has 
g i v en your  name as a c har ac t er  r e f er enc e, .j t ai 'i n.; t hat  you 
ar e i n a p o s i t i o n t o know h i s per s o nal  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

Bec ause t he oper at i ons o f  t h i s co. . any ar e devot ed 
en t i r e l y t o t he war  e f f o r t , ext r eme c ar e must  bo t ak en t o 
see t hat  r i l y l o y a l , c apabl e per s ons ar e evi  l o y ed . o woul d 
t her ef o r e s i nc er e l y appr ec i at e your  conf i * enc i a l  r ep l y t o 
t he ques t i o ns on zh i  f o r m enc l o s ed, whi c h nay be c o nv eni ent l y 
r et ur ned t o us i n t he nta.' eel  sel f �ade r es sec env el o pe. 

Wo wi l l  be 3 r at  or al , t o hear  f r om y c ur  r  r ompfcl  � 

- �our s v er y t r u l y , 

S C I  A K Y B R C , . 

/ s / !r i  nt  Ber dr o i c k o 

THI S I S A H^U X R © I N S T I G A T I ON AHD SHOULD 
HOT BK G0N3TRTJ HD AS .AMY RJ 3PLSGTI 01T XJ POH THB 
LOYALTY , GH&RAGT&& 0 . I WSEQ l I TY OF T E I J  
I  , ,.L . 



( COPY) 

F ebr uar y I B , 1943. 

j? . Zi onas Ho l l and 
âpl oyi nent  d i v i s i o n 
ar  ..ol oca'ul on Aut hor i t y 

Bar r  Bu i l d i ng 
901 -  X. t h o t r eet , I I . . 
Washi j i gt o 11, D. C . 

Dear  Thor ns Ho l l and: 

- .10 i ol l ovr l ng t̂ v.o evacuees have been 
o f f o r ed j ob;j  by I l l i n o i s I ns t i t u t 3 o f  Technol ogy : 

I - i i yaj i , Ma âncbu Char l es -  B l k . 6, 131(- - >>, ¿3, Apt . 
i l anzanar  s Gal  i f  o r ni a 

Oi s h i , J i r o anc An: a -  U - l -̂ C, R i v er s , Ar i zona 

Those j obs cannot  bo k ept  open ver y I on-  because t he. 
s er v i c es r eques t ed ar e es s ent i a l  0 t he oper at i on o f  
t he un i v er s i t y , T DOS O j onn  ̂ uan wi l l  be gi von an 
op o r t unl t y t o s t udy ev eni ngs , t u i t i o n f r ee , anc i t  i s 
i mpor t ant  t hat  t hey tak<- > up t hei r  wor k ver y qu i c k l y . 

Accor di ng t o our  r ec or ds I l i ;/aj i  as al r eady r ec ei ved 
h i s F . B . I , c l ear anc e. I  do not  ave any i nf er , at  on 
on t he s t at us o f  Oi s h i  and l  i s wi f e but  wor l d app r e-
c i at e i t  i f  t he c l ear anc e and t r av el  oor ni t s of  t hese 
, i r eo i ndi v i dual '.! can bo i :;cued as soon as po s s i b l e . 

Your s t r u l y , 

j i mi B / 3 / J os ph !ussel l  � »ovm, 
As s i s t ant  Sec r et or y 
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Mar ch 4 , 1943 

Amer i c an F r i enus s er v i c e Ccr.an t t c o , 

Dear  l i t*. Mor  - ;eni 'ot h, 

T - 'oc î vod - GUI' t el egr am l as t  eveni ng an I  an i nt er es t ed 
i n t he 1ob mi i a i  you ar e o f f e r i ng l e, but  hav e i ud no exper i enc e 
as a coo* . I  was ' wonder i ng i f  you c oul d pl ease* e ^i a l n vai et ner  
i t  i s a a f a l l  r es p o n s i b i l i t y as a cook o r  l i . :e t he coc.r s i n t ne 
c ent er  h e r e . 

I  mi  wor k i ng as a d i e t i t  i o n i n t he k i t c hen h e r e , but  wi t h 
baby f ood o n l y . Her o t hey ave a Super v i s o r , a Ch i ef  Cook and 
t hen t he c o o k s . I f  1+ i s l i k e t h'> O- eks i n t he c an t er , I  woul d 
l i k e t o t r y i t . _ 

J i r o i s s t i l l  ml t l i xz f o r  t he Ar my, f o r  i t  wi l l  be about  
t he l a t t er  par t  o f  t h i s mont h, t hn.t  t he f o l l o ws wi l l  l ave chei r  
phy s i c a l  exami nat i o ns , so u n t i l  t hen he i s unc er t a i n as t o  ̂
whot .r  r  he wi l l  be ac c ent ed, al t hough wo see no p hy s i c a l  de i ec t s 
about  hi i - i . 

�i© appr ec i at e a l l  yea f r i en d s , f o r  whal  you ar e do i ng t o 
hel p us r e l o c a t e , and I  wi s h t o t han : you v er y much f o r  your  
wondor f ul  s o r v i ee� 

I  wi l l  be wa i t i ng t o hear  f r om y ou. 

S i nc er e l y , 

/ s / I ' S � Anna e i s h i  
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F ob. 26, 1943 

Amer i can P r i ende Ser v i c e Commi t t ee 
1B9 dos t  hadi s o n o t r c et  
Gh I c ago , 111i no i s , 

i >ear  J os eph H. )3r own: 

1 wi s h t o expr es s l y gr at i t ude and s i ucer f  t hanks f o r  a l l  
t ho ho l p anc s er v i c e �"ci  haw-  r om or.:- -  i s . 

I  have v o l unt eer ed f o r  t  o Anr y am: t hey ar- e not  t ak i ng any 
phy s i c a l  exam:.nat i ons u n t i l  t he l a t t er  par t  - of  l ar c h t her ef o r e I  
caunot  as] : you t.o ho l d thai -  p o s i t i o n open u n t i l  1 pat .s or  f a i l  t o 
1 ass t hose r equi r ement s . 

I n f a i r n es s t o you f i nd t he nocos i t y o f  k eepi ng good r el a-
t i ons wi t h v ar i ous en l o y n r s , x f u e l  t hat  i t  i s no t  r i gh t  t o ask 
you to ho l d a j ob f o r  an i n de f i n i t e p o s s i b i l i t y o f  f i l l i n g i t . I t  
mi ght  endanger  f u t u r e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f  f i nd i ng j obs f o r  o t her  
ev ac uees . i  j oul e no t  f o o l  r i ght  t o r eques t  o f  ou t o ho l d t 'i i   
j ob f o r  mo t oo l o n g , ¿o p l c as o al l ow me u n t i l  l l arch-  7 , t o f u l f i l l  
t hat  j i  b t hen al l ow so: l eone e l  i é an op o r t un i t y at  t he j o b . 

Th i s dec i s i o n was somot hi ng t hat  I  have made yea - s ago . I t  
o f f er s me a chance t o ' shot ; t h a t , i f  needed be I  vas , ana have 
al ways been r eady t o u ho l d what  ~ c o ns i der ed h ? my f r el t efe i n 
democr acy and t r ae k e r i c a way o f  l i f e , oven t hough men have 
abused and mi susec t hes e p r i v i l eges f o r  t hei r  own ben ef i t  , . I  
s t i l l  be l i ev e i n t ho bas i s pr  nc i ; l es enough t o see a wor kabl e . 
s o l ut i o n j f  i t  by b r i ng i ng i n t o i t s economi c f i e l d a democr at i c 
o r gan i z at i o n o f  l i v e l i h o o d , c o o per at i v es . I t  was t he ex p l o i t a t i o n 
o f  l ar ge moni ed i n :er o :t s t hat  l ed t o o i r  ev ac uat i o n , and not  be-
cause o f  t he dec i s i o ns o f  t he p eo p l e . I  have f a i t h i n t he Amer i can 
peo l e t o deal  j u s t i c e . 

Ther e ar e t hose who be l i ev e t hat  t h i s war  i s a l s o caused by 
t hese same i nt o r e t s , v;hy be l ed i nt o c o n f l i c t  b, t heu . I  a ;r ee 
wi t h hem b u t , i n or Ce: t o so l ve apr obl em, I  have be n f ace;' wi t h 
dur i ng my l i f e her e i n t he Un i t ed St a t es , as .vei l  as many o t her  
o r i e n t a l o f  be i ng a c i t i z e n o f  anot her  c o r nt r  by b i r t h and not  
al l owed t o become a c i t i z e n o f  t he c ount r y o f  m b e l i e f . I  have 
t o show t he peo l e i n t h i s c o unt r y , t hat  c i t i z ens h i p i s not  al ways 
a p r i v i l ege o f  b i r t h but  a l s o a gr ant  t o whomever  be l i ev es and 
l i v es b y ac t i o n t hose r i n c i p l e s . 

I  hat o -v ar  as a means o f  s o l v i ng pr obl ems , bul ? I  wi l l  no t  
al l ow i t  t o k i l l  t hat  p r i v i l ege o f  s hov i ng by ac t i ng a b e l i e f , ' t h a t  
t hose p r i nc i p l es ar e or  t hy o f  g i v i n my l i f e f o r , so t hat  t ho n w 
gener at i o n o f  peo l es wi l l  ben e f i t  by t hem, not  as a nat i o na l  r i -
v i l ege , but  as a un i v er s a l  r i g h t , t o whomever  t ak es u on h i ms e l f , 

�by l i v i n g t hose r i g h t s , r egar d l es s o f  r ac e , c o l o r  or  r e l i g i o n . 

Th i s ± be l i ev e wi l l  be t he s o l . . i o n t o r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n 
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and many unj ust pr ej udi ces based upon f al se r ac i al  t heor i es of 
super i or i t i es of r ac i al  gr oups. 

Si ncer el y your s* 

/ s / Geral c1 J i r o Oi shi 

P. . I have sent a l et t er expl ai ni ng :i y dec i si on to the 
I l l i noi s I nst i t ut e of ,.oc uiol o; ;y. 
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F ob. 5, 1043 

Ger al d 0i 3hi 
59- l o- C 

Ri ver s, Ar i zona 

Dear Ger al d Oi shi : 
Thi s I l l i noi s I nst i t ut e of Technol ogy, 3300 

f eder al  ¿t r oet , Chi cago, I l l i no i s , woul d l i ke to 
empl oy a st at i on wagon dr i ver . He woul d dr i ve the 
c ol l ege's now st at i on wagon be two on var i ous uni t e of 
tho I nst i t ut e bet ween the hou.rs of 82.0 and 5:00 
f i ve days a week, and from 8:50 to 12:00 on Sature! ly 
The basi c sal ar y .;100 per mont h, and the of f er of 
empl oyment st at es t hat t her o i s op or t uni t y f or 
over t i me wor k an< spec i al  t r i ps . 

I n addi t i on, t ie oraployo© i s of f er ed f r oe 
t ui t i on at tho I nst i t ut e f or ni ght c l asses. The j ob 
i s as permanent as you car e to make i t . 

'/e r eal i ze t hat t hi s i s not a ver y l ar ge sal ar y 
on whi ch to suppor t your so I f and your* wi f e. But i f 
you coul d 3t ar t t oget her i t woul d be possi bl e f or 
your wi f e to f i nd empl oyment i n t hi s c i t y once you 
have ar r i ved her e. 

Pl oaso l et me l ave a i- cpl  r by r et ur n mai l « 

Yours t r ul y, 

J KBsB 
/ s / J oseph Russel l  Br own, 

As ; i  i, t ant Sec? > t ar y 
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Of f er o f  l apl oyment f or J apanese Amer i cans To be r et ur ned tos 

ADVI SORY OOBQCE RÄ FOR l i VACÜBSS and/ o r  AHKRI CAN FRI SHDS SSRT I 0S CGMUI TTI   
Room 1010, 189 : es t  L i adi son St r eet , Chi c a go I l l i n o i s 

Coup any or  I nd i v i dual s I l l i n o i s I n s t i t u t e o f  l ee- nol o~y 

Addr es s : bl  X) Fe .er al  »- t r eet , Ch i c ago , I l l i n o i s 

p o s i t i o n o f f e r ed : t a t i o n 'a&o n Dr i v er  St a r t i ng : 1 / 15 / 45 

Du t i e s : J i au f f eur  -  now s t at i o n ;;agon, d r i v i ng bet v een un i t s o f  t he 
I n s t i t u t e� Hcur s -  ö : 50 t o oSOO exc ept  Sat ur day when 

< : ' 0 t o 11;: DC. Uo xr i day v/or- k. 

Qu a l i f i c a t i o n s : Goot  d r i v e r , c our t eous« 

Hel p f u l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s : Heat  ap< ar anec des i r ed . 

Uni on member shi p nec es >ar y: Ho. 

St ar t i ng s a l a r y : �100 per  mont h vfoat  b a s i s : mont hl y 

F ar t  t i ne wo r k : 17o r ompor ar y : l io per manent : Y es 

A< vancomont  o ppo r t un i t i es : Coul d s t udy t u i t i o n f r ee n i gh t s . 

Ot her  compensat i  n i  Oppor t uni t y .f or  ov er ei ne -  s pec i a l  t r i p s , e\ ĉ. 

- toon and boar d o f f e r ed , des c r i be : Hone 

Housi n, f a c i l i t i e s av a i l ab l e : l io Can you a s s i s t : Yes 

Ot her  J apanes e Amer i can empl oyed: No 

Pos i t i or ; r  onod bec aus e f o r  l er  ho l der  d r a f t ed : Yes 

i * o s i i o n :o bo r et ur ned at  end o f ' d u r a t i o n : Hot  nec e s a r i l y 

I f  s o , c o uL you us e pr es ent  app l i c ant  ei n wher e: Yes 

Si gnat ur e: I l l i n o i s I ns t i t u t e o f  - Technol ogy 
� J . Spaet h 

«jA- 4 T i t l e : Mea s u r e r  

(S2AL?) 
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F o b. 15, 1945 

Ger al d v i s h l  
59- 13- C 

Ri v er  S , AT- 12I  ona 

Dear  Ger al d Oi s h l i  

uo have your  l e t t e r  o f  F ebr uar y 10 ac c ept i ng our  o f f e r  
o f  t he j ob as a s t a t i o n wagon d r i v e r . 

Hous i ng f a c i l i t i e s ar e not  p l e n t i f u l , but  t hey t..-  not  
i mpos s i bl e as i s t r ue i n P ôod many c i t i e s . The un i v er s i t y 
s t at es t hat  ho us i n ; i s no t  av a i l ab l e on t he cam:/as , but  t hat  
t hey ar e wi l l l a g t o as c i t  you. i n o bt ai n i ng a p l ac e t © l i v o . 
Ue, t o e , w i l l  bo gl ad o hel p you i n any way we c an . tem-
po r ar y quar t er s c an bo ar r anged v/honever  wo know t hat  ou 
ar e c omi ng. 

B " a l l  means keep i n c o ns t ant  t ouch wi t h t he l eav e 
o f f i c e r  and make sur e t hat  your  l eav e comes t hr ough a; soon 
as p o s s i b l e . The empl oyer  car ni o be hel d up i ndef  i n i t e l y . 

As soon as you have r ec ei v ed vour  t r av el  per ? I t  s t a b 
f o r  Chi c ago r om t l - ,, l o t t i n g us I s.ow t he exac t  da t e , r ai l -
r oad s t a t i o n , and s c hedul ed t i  \n o f  a r r i v a l . e wi l l  t r y 
t o meet  you at  t he s t a t i o n . I I ' t her e shoul d be a s l i p- up 
our  t el ephone n. h er  i s Cent r al  2620. The I l l i n o i s .i nst i -
t ut e o f  t ec hno l ogy i s l i s t e d i n t ho t el ephone bo o k . Zou 
s houl d not  hav e any d i f f i c u l t y i n l o c at i ng us i f  wo shoul d 
f a i l  t o meet  y o u. 

Your 1» v >rv t r u y , 

/ A / J ose H : L >11 Er< 
j i t Bl B As s i s t ant  Sec r et ar y 
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Fob* 10, 194o 

Amer i can F r i ends s er v i c e Connni t t ee 
189 \ .est  Madi s on st r eet  
Chi c ago , I l l i n o i s 

Dear  J oseph R . Br owns 

I  r ec ei ved your  l e t t er  y es t e day mor ni ng» I t  nas 
t he bo � news I  have r ec e i v ed s i nc e my ar r i v a l  her e i n 
Gi l a . My wi f e and I  deep l y appr ec i at e your  ki ndness-  and 
c ons i der at e i n t er es t  i n h e l p i ng "to r el o c at e us b y o f f er -
i ng t h i s oppo r t uni t y f o r  s e l f  adj us t ment  bac k i nt o 
Amer i can So c i et y » 

Our  r e l eas e paper s have been i n t he o f f i c e f o r  
t wo and a h a l f  weeks» I  am go i ng t o c o ns u l t  wi t h t he 
l eav e o f f i c e r  t o hu r r y our  r e l eas es . 

' e uo o l d l i k e t o know u.11 or  ac qui r e i nf o r mat i on 
upon t he ho us i ng f a c i l i t i e s f o r  my wi f e and 1» ! y \ r?fe 
i s wi l l i n : ; t o wor k i n a home f o r  our  r oom ant  bo ar d . 

i h i s oppo r t uni t y i s "h a t  have hoped f o r , i t ; 
g i v es mo an oppo r t uni t y t o s t udy i ns t ead o f  mer el y 
mak i ng a l i v i n g t o ' ;et  m. a./ f r om t he so abnor mal  s o c i a l  
c o ndi t i o ns � 

Si nc er el y your s 

/ s / Mr . an-  Mr s . J i r o Oi s h i  
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BI OGRAPHI CAL S T A T T E T 

ALI i J RICAH Ki l SUBS SERVI CE GCU Î HHää  
544 ¡3» or ange Gr ove Avenue 

i as ac o na, Ca l i f o r n i a 

Name: Oishi *, Ger al d J i r o Gex: Mal e 

Name o f  r i f e : Anna Yoshl ko s t at us : Mar r i ed 

Addr es s : 59- l «;- C, l i ver s , Ar i zona 

For mer  addr es s : i>0oö Lover-  Azusa '.l oad, :;i  Mont e, Ca l i f . 

Dat e bi r t hs F eb. £ 0, 1913 i n Ha ôya, J apan 5« 7s ' " 140 l b s . 

C i t i z ens h i p : J apanese Re l i g i o n : Chr i s t i an Heal t h : Good 

Soc i al  Sec ur i t y Account  No . 555- 14- 7467 

Fat her s Ui  - uj i  OXahi , 54 ( J apan) no\ ; i n R i v er s , A- - i z. 

Mot her : Yoshi ko Oi ah i , 50 ( J apan) " 

Br o t her : J uni c h i r o C i s h i , 25 " " " 

" Mi l t on Oi s h i , 21 ( U . S . ) n " 

" F r ed Oi s h i , 17 ( U . S . ) » 

Si s t er : GRECO, 16 (Ü'.Ö.) 

Ar r i ved i n U . S .A., 1920 A l i en I den t i f i c a t i o n : 210971. 

Col umbi a r̂ erv <ar  s c hoo l , i L Hont e 8t h 
.il l  l i on'oe Uni on hi , J i , <1 Lion- e ( c o l l ege \  r op) 4 y r s . 
Pasadena J . 0 . , Pasadena (Bus i nes s ) 2 y s . 
U. of  s o . C a l i f . , Los Angel  es ( b a i ü n f: y r s . 

Read, wr i t e and speax: 0n;;l i 3h 

Choi ce o f  L o c at i o n ü i ddl ewes t , J a.;t er n 

- r ef er  smal l  c i t y l ar ge cl 'oy 

GSTT IRAL INF0Rt IA:J ?IuI J  

r ef er r ed t o by: l ev. and I J r s. usu- l i a ô, 52- 1- A 

Regi st er ©, v/i  h RA ¿'or  out s i de empl oyment : no et her s : no 

Member o f  Yl i CA, J ACL 
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Can pay t r avel  expenses t o mi ddl ewost er n ar ea 

Can - .mai nt ai n o nes e l f  wi t ho ut  wo r k I f  nec es s ar y f o r  8 weeks 

For mer  empl oyer s and wor ks 
1 . Cl i auf f eur  and t r  c k d r i v e r  f o r  f a t h e r * s bus i nes s 
2» 1 i ci cod b e r r i e s 

St udent  c l e r k and manager  at  r as adena J . O. s t o r e 

¿ I l l s and ho h i e s : oud c a r v i n g , book s ( i n t e r es t ed i n ph i l o s o phy ) 

k i nd o f  empl oyment  sought s domes t i c 
Type o f  empl oyment  ho s t  qual i  f i ed t o under t ak es Banki ng and f i nanc e, 

:.i3l p1x t i n g . r easons : c o l l ege maj or  

o pec i a l  s k i l l s , dr a i n i ng o r  ex p er i enc e: 
1 . .MV- L out  c l er l . a t  P as adena J . C . s t o r e 

�t udent  manager  at  P as adena J . 0 . s t o r e 
i  l anned p r o j e t  (Or o u i  ; Manual ) f o r  oho c en t er  br anc h o f  t he 

Bank o f  Ca l i f o r n i a 
Or g a n i z e f u n c t i o n a l  c har t  f o r  t he Comt i unxx;y A c t i v i t i e s and 

he l ped up er v i s e t he depar t ment  

Spec i a l  i n t er es t s ? 

I . Ar t s wood c ar v i ng 
vl ar doi i i i  ? s p l anned and b u i l t  a J apanes e gar den 

o9 opor t ss wr es t l i n g c hampi on i n 1 55 at  140 l b s . 

ITo i n t e r es t  i n t eac h i ng an-  o r i en t a t i o n i n Amer i c an c o l l ego wh i c h 
wouL. o f f e r  nal nt onar .ee but  l i t t l e or  no c as h i nc ome. 

i or k mos j  sl j l Lo/.s t o bo per manent l y es t ab l i s h ed i ns .mar ket i ng o f  
f r u i t s and v eget ab l es 5 Cr edi t  a n f i n an c i n g f i e l d . 

Ref er enc es s 
d.r . '. . Hec k e l i an , o- 5'/ S t . , i l  Mont e, C a l i f , 
t ev. :oyd. tl  3us u- âgo , 52- 1- A, l l v ¡ r s , Ar i z , . 

I I . ..nj i on, n o F r emont  A v e . , So . ¿ as adena , Ca.. f . 

Remar k s : 1 . i  y des i r e s t o f i n d a p a r t  t i me domes t i c em l oyment  so 
t hat  I  may at t end some c o l l ege near  b y i s p o s s i b l e . I l y \  i f e a l s o 
des i r es t o bo empl oyee f u l l  ui me wi t h me, a t hat  we may be t o-
ge t h er . I  wi s h t o f i n i s h my maj o r  r equi r ement s i n Bondi ng and 
P i nanc os of  v.h i ch I  had but  one mor e "'rear  at  i3 � e sope 
t o wo r k t wo y ear s or  mor e dep end i n � upon t he c n d i t i o n s o f f e r ed . 

/ s / t Ti r o Ger al d Oi s h i  
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R ì  3 0 LI  n 3 O A I I  0 H B L A l i  K 

AM .¡il l  C Al i  FU I  "DHL) S SRVI C;: 00! i l l 'PT Ŝ 
� . > � .t l i er n Ca l i f o r n i a Br anc h 

54- 1-  Or ac l e Gr ove Av i mo  
Pasadena, Cal i f or ni a 

Nane: Mr : . %n a bi l i co ì̂ o l i i  Ad.» i l ess : &i l n ©l o c at i o n Cent er  

i oi ov.n how l o ng* n a r i  -  2 y ear s So l at ì  ons i i ps P as t o r  and f r i end 

I 'i rpr . ŝ - i on o f  a . oar nc es J o eat i s f  i ne j p / as s i gn 

P er s o nal i t y « i  l eas i ng J ase i n :;eet '.ng peopl es r l eas i n g 

Ol i ar act er  s 3ooc I n t e l l i genc es Def  n i  bel y above aver age 

e ac t i o n t o - .vacuat i ons -  ac 3 t he be si . o f  s i t ua t i o n 

i n i t i a t i v e and o r i g - i i al i uy: bov e aver age ¿>ense o f  honor s êen 

I ndus t r y : i poo -  and e f f i c i en t  � Coope r at i ons uood ¿cai a v/or ker  

- �e so o f  r es pon i i b i l i t y s a-  ove aver  a ;e 

Adap t ab i l i t y t o i nf o r es c on t aj i k.*: -  s i l y onci  - ...ol ì  JOGÙ gr ac e 

eac t i o n t o unexpec t ed s i t uat i vi  :i ss (. al - .i  

Heal t hs l l or mal  Rel i g i c i s I nt er es t s Ac t i v e i n c hur c h 

bat i ng i n l as t  p o s i t i o n l el ci s j : . e l  ent  

s i gnat ur e: . Heckel i i an P o s i t i o n : See s â or i ent  

Addr e ss 657 Oa e A v e . , ùl  Mont e, C a l i f . Dat es 1- 11- 43 
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A P P L I C A M O N P G i  & M r L G Y M 3 N T 

BI OLOGI CAL STAJISHitSNT ' 

A.-  i  xOAI J  f dsm ŝ si mi GE c o m n f e j  
5 <1 i . Orango Grove Avenue 

I asadena, Cal i f or ni a 

Name: Ani ,a Yoshi ko Ci shi Penal  ? Doc. 15, 1942 

Na- nc c f husband: J i r o ¿orrl c sl i i  Liarrioc 

AddrcooS 59- 15- C, i i ve ŝ, Ar i z, 30-  Q . - -ov;e � Azu.sc , HI tlonte 

Bi r t h: J sn« 20, 1919 i n Los An ;el es, Cal i f » 110 l bs. 

Ci t i zenshi p: . . el i gi on: Chr i st i an He a ths Good 

soci al  J ec î r i ty account ITo. 551- 20- 0762 

Fat her : Tcahi o Ila I no, 60 ( â an) noi � i n .i ver s, Ar i z, 

Ll other: ye 1 aki no, 50 (J r an) now i n - i v r̂ s, z , 

oi ster s I r s . l or y I t o, 27 . (U. no\  i n ¿\ rip.. 

Si st er : ... Hel en Mur ash. ge, 21 (U.>.) nor i n -  I vor s, Ar i z, 

Brothers J .\ jr.;y Yukl o Maki no, 21 (U....>.) now i r t i ver s, , : i z . 

Out o f  U... . A . : J apan, sent i n 10;v to v i s i t � i cl : grandmother . 

Returned i n May, 1025 

'¿h mas J ef f er son* Gl endal e, Cal i f . ashi ngt n, i an Gabr i el  0 8 
Al hambra hi gh school , Ai hambra (col l ege pr op) 4 4 
Busi ness ai j ht school  2 
Fl ower arrangement cl ass � 5 

Can r ead, wr i t e and spoa' Ingl i sh Can urn e:;s and l i t t l e J apanese but 
cannot re i d, wr i t e or speak 

Aol ocatl .o choi ce: 1, oaf? - era 2, mic di e. est 

Pr ef er : I . oas er n 2. mi ddl awest 

GENERAL I NFORMATI ON 

i êfer od vo by -  v, an *bs. Ai su- âgo, i ver s, A i z , 

Li st ed wi t h no other a or i cy Not r egi s cored wi t h RA f or em l oyment  

Be mi  member of J ACL. 



Can pay cur i  t r av el  expens es . Can mai nt a n o nes el f  i f  noeur  aar v t o 
mi dc i l ewest er n ar ea f o r  at  l eas t  8 week s 

1 ormoi-  ei- u, l o y er s , aödr e: ? , nat ur e 
Cl er i :, bo o k k eeper , answ >r ..n> hono, t ak i ng or der s i n f a  ̂ "'s 

�¿- .romice e t o r e , l Oi O . ; o -  i- .o- rl  --1 B i v i . , � .21 i abr i el  
Cl or ;: at  Tnr eo J  t o r  p r o duc e, ât tn Har i no , G&l i f » 1 y r . Uö5- i ,V0  
LÍO:- \ esv.ic v/or ;: ( 4 n n t  �) , I l r s . . . ;¿i b o , - bei voci  l i . , San La- i no 

¿ k i l l s : L e t t i n g , r eadi ng, good me l e , f l c;.ei -  or?- angenent. 

iâtt;'- loyïaeniy s. i j ht ! Coniò et i e v .r i : at .r esent 

f e c i a l  i nt er est : f i o or am rn'- cmcnt 

Hef nr er car ,: 
j j r . F.-  . Ileci  ol uaî  , G' Gao© Ave., «1 Lo. t e, Cal i f . 
l- ov. ¿¿ovtìen oUSU�HagC, * I VO' :  , Ar i z . 

G..:, y nn, 1J L !.. San Gol ,r i el  Bl vd. , u. 1 Gabr i el , Gal  i f . 

Remar ks : husband aim i-  woul d l i k e to f nf on l oyment  t o get her . 
But !, oi  i j  brothe- s-  m- l aw Uni t ed a es c i  t i zens. 

Si gnat ur e* I- rs. Anna Yoshi kó C i s h i  



CH- 2 J un j  i  Oyama, 27 

J OES 

J un j i  ar r i v ed i n Chi c ago i n Ap r i l , 1943, f or  a t empor ar y 

v i s i t  wi t h h i s r es et t l ed wi f e bef o r e oei ng c al l ed f o r  i nduct -

i on. Si nce he was t ec hn i c a l l y an 9 l i en , h i s dr af t  s t at us r e-

mai ned i ndef i n i t e f or  a number  o f  weeks . 

"Ar ound t he mi ddl e of  May ( 1943) I  dec i ded 
t hat  I  may as wel l  go t o wor k un t i l  I  was c a l l ed. 
I  was not  so sur e t hat  I  woul d get  a c al l  s i nc e 
t he s t at us of  I s s e i  v o l unt eer s was not  c l ear . 
Anyway, J-  t hought  I  c oul d make a l i t t l e money t o 
hel p my wi f e al ong. Thr ough t he f r i e n d ' s o f f i c e 
I  got  a. j oo i n a l ar ge wi ndow shade company. I  am 
t he f i r s t  J apanese i n t he p l an t . Because I  am not  
a c i t i z en I  c an ' t  wor k i n a def ens e p l ant . The 
company wher e I  am al s o does a l o t  of  war  wor k 
mak i ng r ai n pr oof  mat er i al  f or  t he Ar my and ot her  
t h i ngs . But  J-  have t o wor k i n t he s ec t i on wher e 
no def ens e w r k i s a o n e . " l  

J un j i  soon became 00r ed wi t h t hi s ¿00 as i t  was "r at her  

monot onous" and "t her e i s no f ut ur e t o i t . " ( p . 34) He made 

f a i r l y good adj us t ment s i n t he p l ant  s i nc e he r el i eved t hat  i t  

was h i s r es po ns i b i l i t y t o make a p- ood i mpr ess i on on t he j o o . 

" I  f eel  t hat  J-  r epr es ent  a l o t  of  J apanese 
and what  I  do wi l l  det er mi ne to a gr  eat  ext ent  how 
t he ot her  wor ker s wi l l  j udge t he ot her  evac uees . 
I  t h i nk t hat  i t  i s ver y i mpor t ant  to make t he best  
i mpr es s i on. The ot her  wor ker s i n t he pl ant  al l  
come to wor k i n d i r t y wor k c l o t hes , out  t hat  does 
not  make any d i f f er enc e t o me. My neat  appear ance 
has made a dec i ded i mpr ess i on on t hem. I ' m not  
do i ng i t  f or  mysel f  bec aus e I  coul d j us t  as wel l  
wear  ol d c l o t hes , but  i t  onl y t akes t hat  l i t t l e 
ext r a ef f o r t  t o put  on a t i e . " 2 

J u n j i ' s per s onal  adj us t ment s wer e made mor e d i f f i c u l t  be-

cause of  h i s c o n f l i c t i ng hopes aoout  h i s dr af t  s t at us and t he 

l i mi t at i o ns i t  pl aced on p l ann i ng f or  the f ut ur e, he r egar dea 

1. Case Hi s t o r y , pp. 33- 34. 

2. Case h i s t o r y , pp. 34- 35. 



hi s j oo onl y as a "s t epp i ng s t one" at  t hat  t i me (summer , 1945) 

f ox h i s maj or  goal s wer e t o f i n i s h h i s l as t  y ear  i n c o l l ege and 

t o get  h i s c i t i z en s h i p . J un j i  bel i eved t hat  hi s educ at i on 

woul d as s i s t  hi m i n ent er i ng? h i s own bus i nes s i n t he f u t ur e. 

he di d not  pl an t o r emai n i n Chi c ago per manent l y i n t he event  

t hat  he was not  accept ed by t he Ar my. 

"*o u know what  I  want  t o do? I  p l an to go t o 
a c i t y wher e t her e ar e no J apanes e at  a l l . I  do n ' t  
l i k e t o be a l l  c ongr egat ed wi t h ot her  J apanese and 
I  know t hat  t h i s wi l l  happen i f  I  s t ay i n a pl ac e 
wher e t xi er e ar e a numoer  of  t hem ar ound. I  want  t o 
be ±ost  i n t he Amer i can s o c i et y . 

J un j i  haa no i nt ent i o n of  r et ur n i ng t o t he P ac i f i c Co as t . 

" I  woul d not  even c ons i der  go i ng back to Ca l i f o r n i a 
at  t he pr es ent  t i me, f̂ t e r  t he war  I  am go i ng t o 
get  as f ar  away f r om any o r i ent al  t hat  ± can get . 
I  am a J apanese Dani el  E o o n e . " 4 

At  t he same t i me J un.j i  was r at her  f ear f u l  of  t he f u t ur e. 

" I  t h i nk most  o f  t he J apanese ar e i n f or  a. 
t ough t i me. I  do n ' t  know what  t hey wi l l  do . I  
do n ' t  even know what  I  wi l l  be do i ng d e f i n i t e l y . 
I  do n ' t  t h i nk I  wi l l  have any c h i l dr en f or  qui t e a 
wh i l e . 1 am ho p i ng t hat  we do have a uet t er  wor l d 
af t er  t he wax. I t  seems t o me t hat  we wi l l  have a 
change i n our  economi c sys t em. I  woul d l i Ke t o see 
an app l i c at i o n of  t he p r i nc i p l es o f  Chr i s t i an br o-
t her hood out  t hat  i s t oo much t o hope f or  i n t he 
near  f u t ur e. "5 

I n mi d- summer  o f  1943, af t er  he di s c over ed t hat  he was not  

e l i g i b l e t o enr o l l  i n any o f  t he r es t r i c t ed c o l l eges i n Chi c ago , 

J un j i  qui t  h i s j ob i n or der  to sear ch f or  a "whi t e c o l l a r " po-

s i t  i o n. 

3. Case h i s t o r y , p . 36. 

4. case h i s t o r y , p. 37. 

5. Case Hi s t o r y , p . 40. 



" I  hope t o f i nd a bet t er  «j ob. The Wes t er n 
Shade Company i s a l l  r i gh t , but  i t  get s me d own 
oecause t he wor k i s so monot onous . 1 do n ' t  want  
t o be c ut t i ng shades f o r ev er . i t  i s easy wor k and 
MY DOSS i s s a t i s f i ed wi t h me, but  i  t hi nk t hat  I 
am t he onl y c o l l ege gr aduat e i n t he whol e o u t f i t . 

"A l o t  of  t he wor ker s ar e i gnor snt  ana t hey 
do n ' t  even speak Eng l i s h c o r r ec t l y . I  want  t o get  
out  o f  t her e as qui ck l y as I  c an. I  have asked 
t hem many t i mes i f  i  coul d get  i nt o t he o f f i c e , 
but  t hey gi v e me t he br ush o f f . ¿'hey t el l  me t hat  
I  can make mor e money c ut t i ng shades and t hat  t he 
o f f i c e wor k i s j us t  f o r  g i r l s , - out  I  woul d r at her  
wor k i n t he o f f i c e f or  $>20 a week t han be c ut t i ng 
shades f or  Ẑl . I  am a commer ce maj or  and i  want  
t o do somet hi ng t hat  wi l l  add t o my s k i l l . i f  I  
wor k t oo f a s t  at  t he f ac t or y t he ot her  wor ker s get  
mad and t hey t e l l  me t o s l ow down, 

Af t er  Augus t , 1943, ¿ un j i  wor ked i n a def ens e p l ant  and 

t ook a par t - t i me cour se at  Nor t hwes t er n Un i v er s i t y . (c as e 

needs f o l l ow- up) 

P r i o r  t o t he war , J un j i  was i n h i s f i nal  year  at  c o l l ege 

maj o r i ng i n f o r e i gn commer ce. J ?he out br eak o f  the war  was a 

sever e shock t o hi m. 

" I  knew def i n i t e l y wher e 1 s t ood, but  I  was 
af r a i d t hat  t he Amer i cans woul d be s us p i c i ous of  
me. i  r ea l i zed r i gh t  t hen t hat  I  woul d t r y to get  
my c i t i z ens h i p at  al l  c o s t s . 1 envi ed t he I t f i sei  
who t ook i t  f or  gr ant ed. "V 

A f ew days l at er  J un j i  was ar r es t ed appar ent l y because of  

mi s t ak en i dent i t y , and he was not  r el eas ed f r om t he i nt er nment  

camp i n ô r t h Dakot a unt i l  t he f o l l o wi ng Mar ch, 1942. J un j i  

was gr eat l y upset  by t hi s exper i enc e and he made no p l ans f or  

t he f ut ur e because of  t he i nc r eas i ng r umor s of  a. gener al  evacu-

at  i on. 

6. Case h i s t o r y , p. 41. 

7. Case Hi s t o r y , p. 12. 
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11 I t ' s t er r i b l e t o have no s ec ur i t y f o r  t he f u t ur e. 
I  was f r us t r at ed i n f ee l i ngs . I  t hought  a l o t  
aoout  t he f ac t  t hat  I  was an a l i en . I  f e l t  l i k e a 
J Si sei , yet  1 was mar k ed. I  had t o au i ue by al l  of  
t hose a l i en r es t r i c t i o n s . I  t hought  t h i s was most  
un f a i r . I  a i a not  f ee l  or  act  l i k e an I s s e i , out  
1 coul d not  do any t hi ng about  i t . I t  bot her ed me 
a l o t  because peopl e woul d as k me i f  I  wer e a c i t -
i zen or  an a l i e n . "8 

At  t he assembl y c ent er , J un j i  wor ked as a. t eacher  i n t he 

t empor ar y school  and t h i s was a s at i s f y i ng: exper i enc e f o r  hi m. 

"A l l  t hi s t i me, I  was unc er t ai n of  my own f u-
t ur e. I  ¿new wher e 1 s t ood, out  I  di d not  know 
how I  woul d be t ak en. S o l  t ol d my c l as s t hat  
t hese har ds hi ps woul d devel op our  per s o na l i t i es i f  

. we wer e opt i mi s t i c aoout  the fut ur e anc. had f ai t h. "9 

I n Gi l a. J un j i  was empl oyed as a Communi t y ac t i v i t i e s Ser -

v i c e c o o r di nat o r . Dur i ng a s t r uggl e wi t h t he M b e i  f o r  c ont r o l  

of  t he r ec r eat i o n depar t ment , J un j i  became i nc r eas i ngl y awar e 

of  h i s own c i t i z ens h i p i ns ec ur i t y . i n F ebr uar y , 1943, he vo-

l unt eer ed f o r  t he Ar my and r ej ec t ed a .j ob o f f er  i n I l l i n o i s . 

Hi s wi f e c ar r i ed t hr ough her  r es et t l ement  p l ans i n Mar ch and 

J un j i  dec i ded t o go out  and j o i n her  t he f o l l o wi ng mont h whi l e 

wai t i ng f or  t he Ar my c a l l . 


