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INTEODUCTION

"In 10 wartime communities in the western part of the United

States, more than a hundred thousand men, women, &nd children are

living temporarily, aweiting an opportunity to resume normsl lives

in ordincary communities. All of them are of Japanese descent, and
were evacuated from strategic military areas of the West Loast in
the spring and summer of 1942. These wartime communities, known &s
relocation centers, were established when it became evident that such
a large number of people could not imnediately locate themselves
successfully in new communities. There was no intent to remove from
them any of their righte or to deprive them of the opportunity of
earning & livelihood and contributing to the Nation's economy.
t"Nearly two-thirds of these people are American citizens.
Nearly two-thirds were born in #merica and most have attended
imerican schools. Only & few hundred of this citizen group have“( %
ever been outside the boundsries of the United States. The draft-
age men not already in uniform were made eligible for military ser-
vice by en official announcement of the War Department oh January
28, 1943, which recognized "the inherent right of every feithful
citizen, regerdless of ancestry, to bear arms in the Nation's battle."
"The aliens, who comprise the remaining third, are barred
from citizenship by our immigration laws which do not permit Orien- *®
tals to acquire citizenship by naturalization. Almost without ex-
ception, however, they have lived in the United States for at least
two decades, and the majority of them have been here for three de-

cades, or longer.




"The relocation of these people--both citizens and aliens

whose records indicate that they would not endanger the security of
the country--in normal communities where they may enjoy the full
benefits of Americen justice, is & national problem deserving the
thoughtful consideration of every person who believes in #merican
principles. All together, the Japanese-imerican population evacuated
from the West Coast comprises less than one-tenth of one percent

of our totel population. Dispersed throughout the interior of the
country, only & few families to any one community, they should be
gble, with their wide diversity of skills, to-contribute notebly to
the civilian end wartime needs of the Nation." #

The project undertzken by our group has been an attempt to
understend this situation in our own community. To do this we have
gathered'sthtistical materiel from all the available local resources.
We believe that the interviews reflect the diverse attifudes preva-
lent among the relocated group--attitudes which will give us greater
understanding when making plans for the post-war world.

We hope that our survey will prove to be useful and that it
will be of as much intereét and value to those who read it as it

has been to us.

Audrey Johnson

Barbara Tosdal

#* Quoted from a government pamphlet entitled "Relocating a People".
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STATISTICAL REPORT

The information on which the statistics for this study were
based were obtsined from the Minnespolis Luthersn Hostel, the Min-
nespolis War Relocation Office, the United States Employment Ser-
vice, and the United Ministry Federation of Minneapolis.

In compiling a composite list from the above-mentioned sources,
we found there to be 1099 people who had made use of these facili-
ties in Minneapolis and St. Paul from February 1943 to March, 1944.
Since the records were inadequete, we coulc not hope to find the
exact number of peopleliving in Minneapolis and St. Paul at any one
specified pericd. Doubtless, many of the men included in our list
have been inducted into the armed forces, and others have probably
left for positions in other places.

Due to the fact that many of the records found did not con-
tain material suiteble for statistical manipulation, we were ob-
liged to limit our sample to the records of the Lutheran Hostel.
Our sample included 137 Japanese-Americans on which we tabuleted
the following information.

In this sample from the Lutheran Hostel were included 67
males and 70 females. Table I shows this distribution by &age and
sex. The computed median age for males was 21 and for femeles 23.
Figure 1, made from the material in Table 1, gives & graphic pic-
ture of the distribution. It can easily be seen that there is a
clumping at the lower age levels for both sexes, few beyond the age
of 39 years. Those few above this age level were predominately males

and femily men. The males arrived at an earlier age, as low as 15

years, than did the females perhaps to obtain employment before being




Table 1

Distribution of 137 Kelocated Japanese in
Minneapolis and St. Paul by Age and Sex.

Age M F Total

22 %3 35
36 66

15

Source: Card files of the Minneapolis Lutheran
Hostel.




Figure 1

Graph showing the Distribution of 137 Relocated
Japanese in Minneapolis and St. Paul by Age and
Sex.

Sources:
Card files of the Minneapolls Lutheran Hostel

SCALE: Males ww-—— Females
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called into service. The girls probably came to confirm previous

contects.

Concerning marital status, we found in our sample that 56

of the males were single and only 11 married. Of the girls, 56 were
single, 13 married, and 1 divorced.

Table 1I shows the religious preferences of the group. Budd-
hists were predominant with Methodists second and a group preferring
Christianity third. The other religions represented in order of
frequency were no religion, Presbyterien, Baptist, Episcopalian, Con-

gregational, Koman Catholic, GQuaker, and 7th Day Adventists.

The majority, both sexes made no special note of their job
preferences. The 38 males who did cite a preference sought jobs in
the following occupations listed in order of frequency.

Student
llechenic
Hospital Orderly
Defense work
Warehouse work
Civil Engineer
Farmer

Clerical work
Newspaper work
Crafteman

Metal work
Public Relations
Hotel work
Aircraft

Art

Chemistry Leb.
Busboy (part time)
Service Station
Rooming house
Leborer

Shipping Clerk
Accounting
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The sample is perhaps too smell and too diversified to draw

any conclusions from. These preferences, too, might have been made




Table 11

Religious Preferences of 137 KRelocated
Japenese in Minneapolis and St. Paul.

Buddhist 39
liethodist 26

Christianity Preferred 25

No Religion g

Presbyperian

Baptist

Episcopalian
Congregational

Roman Catholic

Guaker

S=venth Dey Adventist

Total

Source: Card files of the Minneapolis Lutheran
Hostel.
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having immediate employment posgibilitiee in mind rether than long
term employment were all fields open.

The jobs the males actually held were &as follows:

Student

Laborer

Busboy

Hospital Helper

Seles

Stockboy

Painter

Shipping clerk

Janitor

Copy Leader

Springer

Dishwasher

Spotter & Presser

Mechani.c

Receiving Clerk

Baker's Assistant

Refining

Welder's Helper
The females who cited preferences of jobs gave these:

-
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Domestic
Clerical
Student
Hoegpital work
Nursery Work
Seanstress
Factory work
Power machine
Nursing
Librarian
Dental “&b.
Accounting
Beautician
Diet Kitchen

el 44
N
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The seme stipulation as given for the men's job preferences

may be given for the women. The jobs they actually held were the
following:

Domestic
Vlerical
Power WMachine
Housewife
School
Fectory work
Diet Kitchen
Nurse
Timekeeper




JF e
Nursery work i
Shipping Ulerk i
Hospital work &
Nurses' Cadet Corps 1
A brief study of the above information shows that both males
and females had jobs in the lower wage brackets. Whether this is due
to & selectivity of the Japanese making use of the Hostel facilities

or to the limited job opportunities available to these people we can

not be sure. There is the possibility that our materiasl shows bias

due to the factor of selectivity mentioned. However, we believe our

statistics give a true picture as far =5 this one institition is con-

cerned.

Audrey Johnson

Barbara Tosdal




NTEKVIEWS

[




Nen S. is a single girl ebout twenty three years old, of
slight build, pretty face, and has & charming, cordial manner. We
had arranged an eppointment by telephone and although she had just

& slight idea of what information we were asking for, was most re-

ceptive. We discussed the éhases of the survey for a few minutes

end then graduslly Nen began an account of her experiences up-to-date.
Dﬁe is one of nine children; her older brother is married and lives
in Detroit; another brother is married and lives in Denver. Both
brothers are of draft age, and Nan felt that the both would be called
into service. An older sister is in the hkelocation Centéf at Topaz
with Nen's parents. 4Another sister is in the city of New York. She
left the Relocation Center at the ssme time as Nan did. A third
sister is in Cincinnati and has & younger brother with her.

The family has lived in San Frencisco up until the time of
evacuation. Nan was employed as & clerk in a store that was run by
& Ceucasian. The family had about two weeks notice to leave their
home and found it rather difficult to complete their plans since
they owned their home in Sen Francisco. At the present time this
home &s vacant and the furniture end personel belongings are stored
there. Nan said thet they hoped to go back to San Francisco, but
are meking no plens at present. The parents had thought of leaving
the Center, but when it became evident-that their two sons might
be going into service, they felt that the best place for them was
at the centér.

Nan seaid that her parents had edjusted themselves to life

at the Center, but describe it &s "no life at all". ghe said that




her mother was attending craft and knitting classes end seemed to be
having & good time. Her father just sits around and reads all day.
Nan sort of smiled as she said, "You know, I was back for a

visit last month. It was & strange feeling to go back and now 1
realize just how much 1 have developed since 1 left the Center. .When
it was necessary for us to evacuate and go to the "race track eva-
custion point' 1 was Wery bitter. 1t seemed to me that there was no
reagon for our being evacuated. We were loyal Americans and my em-
ployer and fellow workers at the Caucasian store where 1 worked were
very sad. rl"he;;' actually wept when 1 left there. Almost avery Cau-
casian felt extremely sorry for us. We felt that most of the hys-

eria was caused by newspaper publicity, and that the Government was
forced to take this action, although they have no more definite plans
for what we were to do than we had.

"We lived at the 'race track' for several months befores we

were sent to Topaz. 1 really learned a great deal about living in

a small place during that period. WMost of the families were quartered
in stalls in the stables. 1t was really very funny to see how people
set themselves up as comfortably as possible in the minimum space.
Wie would use a little chintz here and there, bufld bunk beds, and
became guite comfortable although we never could get rid of the
horsey smell. We had a community kitchen while we were at the
evacﬁation point and also whils we were at Topaz. 1 worked a s

a Nurses' Aid and was peid $8.00 per month. I never worked so hard

in all my life, but it was the best thing in the world for me. If

I hadn't been busy 1 don't know whet would have happened to me. As

it was, 1 became very bitter and 1 certainly was a most unhappy

person. As I look back now 1 can see many funny things about our

¥




living both at the evacuation point and at the Relocation Center. At
the time however, all 1 could think about was getting out.

"] decided to come to Minnsapolis more or less at random. 1
just wanted to get out and that is what 1 did. For awhile 1 was
employed as a mimeograph operator at my present place of employment.
When the switchboard operator resigned 1 was asked to pinch hit, and
1 heve been doing switchboard work ever since. 1 am not particularly
interssted in this type of work as 1 find it rather monotonous. 1
would rather get back into some type of art work. WMy sister in New
York City wants me to come and live there. 1 intend to do so in &
few months. 1 don't feel that there is any place that 1 can call
home and I may as well travel and see some of the rest of the world
until we can reunite our family again.

"I can see now that the movement of the Japanese colony from
the West Coast was a good one. We had segregated ourse%ves and had
never used the opportunity of mixing with people as we are doing now,
Another thing thet struck me, particularly when 1 came out of the
Relocation Center was that everyone, regardless of race or nationa-
lity, has problems. When 1 realized what people were suffering be-
czuse of their families being broken by war, 1 felt that our ppoblems
were no greater than anyone elses. Living together, a race apart

from the world, as we were in the Helocation Center, made us feel

that our problem was an insurmountable one. We had many fears about

coming out. 1 remember talking to a 'girl reservist' who said that
probebly one of the reasons why we had run into antagoniém was that
people were afraid of the Japanese. ©She was quite surprised when 1
replied that we were afrasid of everyone else and that no one had to

fear us. Since 1 have come out to Minneapolis, however, 1 have never




felt any discrimination. 1 know other people have felt that they

were being discriminated against, but I must have a very thick skin
because 1 don't feel these things. I like to bowl. and to swim, and

1 have never run into any criticism when 1 have been out. At the :
present time 1 am living with another girl, a Nisei, and 1 have lived
at this same place since 1 cam e to Minneapolis in August, 1943. We
have been trying to find an apartment but you know how difficult this
is now. However, my roommete found a place. The couple, Caucasians,
who had the apertment, wanted to leave immediately for the west coast
and they could not afford the months rent that they would have to

pay because they were unable to give thirty days notice. The men was
most anxidus to have my friend rent the apartment and accompanied her
to the manager's office. My friend asked if there was any objection
if she, a Nisei, rented the apartment. The manager replied that she
had no objection if the owner had none. My friend then went to see
the owner of the building and found him most agreeable but he felt
thet it would depend on whether the other tenants would be agreeable.
As a result my friend went back to the apartment building.and inter-
viewed every tenant. Not one of them had any objection to her moving
in and we are going to do that tonight. As far as I can see she had
no more difficulty than a Caucasian woman who has a child, would have
in locating a place to live."

Nan had brought along with her to the interview a few copies
of the magazine that had been published at Topaz. She said that she
felt thaet it would give me a pretty good idea of the way the young
people think at the time they are in the Relocation Center. She was
particularly proud of the drawings that were made by Mine Okubo, and
wondersd if 1 had seen the April issue of the Egggggg'in which many

drawings of Mine Okubo had been used.




Nan said that she felt sorry for the people that were left

at the Center; old people that could not go out and start life agein
because of the great fear they had of mistreatment. ©Ohe said that
the "grepe vien rumor system" enlarged greatly on the incidents that
happened to the Nisei outside the Center. ©She felt that meny of the
people who were at Tule Lake and who were termed disloyal because they
had expressed a desire to return to Jepan, were really loyal Ameri-
cans, but they were so beset by fears of what might happen to them
that they were tsking what they tnought wes the path of least resis-
tance. ©She talked casually about a few other facts—-her high school
education in San Francisco; her feelings of resentment when she was
separated from her friends and her gradual ability to forget the psast
and build for the future. Nan was justly proud of the philosophy she

hed gained through her experiences and the new perspective that she

had attained. ©She hoped that she would be able to go on and resume

normal living whenever conditions were such that the entire family
could reunite. We thanked Her for the time she had given us. Nan
said that she felt that it had been a worthwhile experience for her
as she had not thought that people would be interested in this per-
ticular pert of her life and had never talked to anyone sbout it

before.

Margsret J. Ludenia




As 1 approached the huuse where Mrs. K. lives 1 noticed a
Caucasian woman working in the garden. At my inguiry she said, "Go
right into the house., Irs. K. is expecting you." Mrs. K. lives with
a Swedish women who has been very much interested in the housing
problem that faces the Nisei coming into Minneapolis. Mrs. K. is
an accepted member of the household and does her share of the routine
jobs around the home.

Mrs. K. felt that she might not be the right person to give
her views on the subject of relocation, since she left California
before the evacuation became & government order. 1 wondered why she
left California and she said, "1 left Los Angeles, to go to Oklahoma
to marry my fiance who was stationed there. Two months after we
were married my husband was transferred to Camp Savage and I came to
Minneapolis to be with him. My family were quite worried about my
leaving Los Angeles and going so far away from home. 1 am the youngest

of five children. My two sisters and two brothers were married at

that time and all had their homes in Los #ngeles. Ihey soon realized

that my decision to leave California had been a wise one since it

was necessary for them to be evacuated and go into Relocation Centers.
"When 1 came to Minneapolis I was one of the first Nisei to

arrive here. People did not know just what to think of us, but most

of thnem were very kind. The officers at the camp were very helpful

and for awhile 1 lived with a lieutenant's wife. My husband and 1

used to walk the streets and look for a place to live but whenever

we gave our name and they realizea we were Nisei, they refused to

rent to us. We don't feel biter about it because we realize that

people weren't used to us."




At first about the only place we could go for recreation and
companionship was the USO Center. Later the IWCA and the church groups
begen to teke &n active interest emd it was through the IWCA that I
found my present living arrangements.

%1 worked for six months as a maid and then one day I was in
a departnent etore looking at some thinge in the art department. One
of the salesledies began to talk to me and when I said that I was in-

terested in this type of work she immedietely said she would see the

manager. In ebout fifteen minutes I had & job, I stayed with this
store sbout six months and then went to a store specislizing in art
work where I am employed at the present time.

"The Nisei from the Center have found Minnespolis and St. Paul
one of the best erees for releccation. People are kinder and more
understanding, snd there are no employment problems. Many of the girle
are employed at downtown storeg and heve found only one group of stores
that refuses to employ Nieei.

"One of the groups that have been moet helpful ie the church
group. On Sundaye most of the men leave Camp Savege to come into the
city to go to church. They feel most welcome at emy church they want
to attend. They feel that every effort is being made to make us feel
& part of the group. The men &t the Camp have often said that this is
one of the moet inspiring experiences they have had.

"] bhave enjoyed liviog in Minneepolis and 1 think that the
people are whet you ceall tops. 1 do not know whether I would like to
live here in Mimnespolis after the war, but that is because of the
climste. 1 was born end raised in Loe Angeles and hed never lived any
other plece before going to Oklshoma. Getiing used to Minnescte winters
hee beer quite an experimnce. However, 1 guess we cen adjust ourselves




to anything that is necessery.

"Recently I visited members of my femily who are still in Re-
location Center. It was rather amusing to see how the people have ad-
justed themselveg to that sort of life. 1 would find it very boring as
I like to be busy. In the cemp there is very little for the majority to
do. Of course there are the camp kitchens where one can work. They
have their own Police Force, Fire Department, snd Administrative De-
partment. However, these jobe take care of only & small majority of
the people and the rest ere left more or less to their own devices.
Some of the girles bave returned to the Relocation Centers becsuse they
are expecting bables or their husbands are in service and they do not
feel that they can support themselves on the allotment especielly in
a strange city. These girls are finding the adjustment most difficult
beceuse they would rether be on the outside. They spend their time
in teking cere of their babies, and visiting their friends who are re-
giding in the same Center. The older people are doing & mush better
job of adjusting themselves to & rather limited existence. The men
have victory gardens and flower gardens around their barracks and you
can see them puttering aroundat emy time of day. Most of the older
people who ere skilled at crafte or trades or who do art work have
started classes so that anyone who is interested cen learn. It ie
rather interesting to see what they ceén echieve with odds and ends of
meteriele, & little pilece of wood or paper to make dolls. When I
vieited the Center they were having & hobby show and 1 was surprised
at the pretty thinge that they had made. I feel that the older people
will wish to remsir at the Center beceause it meeans security and access
to their friends. Many of the older Japanese people are liked the

the older people of other naticnalities. They have resided in their




own neighborhoods and haven't bothered to learn more than a little
broken English. They would have difficulty in getting out and building
up & new life where they would not have their friends and where it
would be difficult for them to telk with other people. I know an older
woman who has recently come to Mimneapolis and who resides in this
neighborhcod. There is anmother lssei womsn in this same locelity and
if it hadn't been for this womsn I don't know what the newcomer would
do. ZThe older people are very unhappy when they are seperated from
their friends.

"1 guppose 1 have found that it has been necessary for me to make
adjustments that 1 had never dresmed would be mecessery. I had always
thought thet I would live in Loe 4éngeles where 1 had my friends and
femily 1 was dependent on them and felt I could never be separated
from them. Now I am living in Minneapolis, far from all of my friende
and my husbend has been overseas for fourteen months. This separation
hae been difficuit for me but on the other hand I have felt that the
experience has been & very good one for me. I have learmed to know
many kinde of people, to like them and to get along with them. I never
would have been &ble to do this in Californie. HNow I am indepenrdent,
have a job, and I am as happy as it is possible for me to be under the
present conditions. It is not only the Japenese families that have
been broken up and scattered all over the United States. Many Cauca-
elan families have had the same experiences and the same problems.

I wondered whether Mrs. K's family had noticed the change in
Mrs. K. and thie new spirit of indopondedco when she had visited at the
Relocation Center. Mrs. K. said, "My father pessed away sbout three
years :ago when I was still living in Los Angeles. He was a jeweler
and had his own business. My femily was broken up with the marriege of

my sisters and brothers, thus my mother decided to return to Japen. 5he




mede application and was accepted and returned to Japen on the Grip-
sholm. Other then word that she had arrived safely, 1 have had no
other word since she left. I sometimes worry about her, wondering
whether she has emough food and clothing because we knew that even
before Peerl Herbor the civilians were being retioned as to food and
clothing. I talked to my mother about these things before she left.
She said that she had lived as long as she felt was necessary, and a
few years more or less would meke little difference. I have decided
that as long a& I can send her no word or receive no word from her,
it is better not to worry but to reslize that whatever happens it was
my mother's wish to be with her relatives in Japen, and that she will
be able to accept whatever happens.

"We owned our own home in Los Angeles and the furniture is
stored there. It is probable that we will return there once the war
is over. I think that about seventy-five per cent of the Nigei will
wieh to return to their homes since many of them own their own busi-
nesses end homes and this will drsw them back. The older pecple will
fear going back because of the attitude that they have feared might
ariece out of this war. I think that we do not need to fear diseri-
mination. We will all be too busy after the war to allow any anta-
gonism or discrimination to interfere with the business of re-estab-

liching life as it was before."

Margeret J. Ludenis
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Miss A. is twenty-five and single. Like her sister, she gra-

duated from high school in California. After this she went to the

Business College for two years. When she finished her course there,
she stayed at home to help her perents in their laundry and dry clean~
ing esteblishment. She was neither angered nmor surprised when the
femily was evacuated in the spring of 1942. Their movements bhad been
increasingly curtailed during the winter; first the curfew and then
the ben placed on traveling over five miles. Since the family lived
twenty-one miles from their neerest Japesnese friends, they felt,
according to Miss A., that "we might as well be evacuated".

In Arkensas, Mics A. worked as secretery to the head of the
cooperatives. She did not like Arkansas or the camp 1life so she ap-
plied for release before the cemp setup was too well estsblished. She
wrote to Minneespolie, Chicego, amnd St. Louie relocation boards, New
York not being open to Nieei at that time. Her ﬁrst offer ceme from
Minneapolis before her clearance hed gome through. She accepted as
soon as she got her clearance and left cemp immediately. She had no
trouble in getting permiseion to leave cemp. In Minneapolis she
worked as & stenogrepher at a children's soclety living with Mrs.

T for the first six weeks. A friend of Mrs. T's offered to remt her
the spartment above her garage. The garage has since changed owners,
but Miss A. still lives there with her sister. later she worked at
the YWCA and wes then offered a job at the University of Minnesota.
However, she needed additional clearsnce papers for this and before
she could get these she got a job as secretary at a nursing school.
She 1ikes Minnespolie and has no desire to return to California after

the war.
Betty Koalska




Mies M., twenty-seven, single, wes born in California end
moved when she was three to s Celifornie. She went

through high school there and then worked in her femily's grocery
store for two years. After this she wemnt to College for

two yeasrs where she studied costume designing. Later she worked in
& dress shoppe, and on December 1, 1941, she opened up her own shop.
Because - evacuation was ordered on May 17, she closed shop and then
went to the Fresmo assembly center. She said that comditions there
were crowded but sanitary. She minded most the boredom of waiting to
be transferred. She said, "Nothing ever happened, life just stood
still."

She wondered what would happen next, but she felt that there
was no point in worrying about it. Evacuation had been ordered by
the govermnment, and there wes nothing to be done about it. When she
and her family, two brothers, two sisters and her parents, were moved
to Jerome, Arkanses, Miss M. taught home economice in the camp high
school. The camp wes much better organized then the assembly center,
but she did not like it because she was much criticized by her block
neighbors. Having spent her whole life in sreass populated almost
entirely by Caucasians, she was out of place, especially since most

of her neighbors were Tule Leke bound. ‘hey did mot like her toler-

ant attitude toward the evacuation, and she did not see any reason

for their bitterness. ©She says that the government was fair in allow-
ing the evacuees to decide between steying in camp, being sent to

Tule Yske and eventuslly to Japen, or relocating. For the older people,
she thinks the evacustion wes literally a lifesaver. Many of them




are saving their small monthly allotments against the time when they
#ill heve to leave cemp. She does mot think there is any question
sbout the disloyalty of the inhebitants of Tule Leke. The camp held
meetings and forums in which the three choices were explained and dis-
cussed, so that everyone should understand.

In spite of her dislike for the camp, she feels that it was a
broadening experience to see the weys in which people react to a dis-
orgenization in their lives. She thinks that the worst thing about
the evacuaticn is its effect on the children. Japanese families are a
solid unit until the children grow up and merry. But the children
whose femilies were going to Tule Leke were ostracized by the others,
end were in the midst of a conflict situstion during their entire stay
at camp.

Miss M. left camp on a hospitality clearsnce; that is, a person
approved by the War Relocetion Board agreed to have her visit until
she could find & job and a place to live. She got & job almost im-

mediately in 's alteration room and found a place to

live with a friend who had left camp earlier.
She would like to go back to California after the war. Most
of her friends are there and she says she has never been comscious of

any racial prejudice against her. Even though she opened her shop at

a most unfortunate time, she had a good business and believe she could

make it a success when she returns.

Betty Koalska




Miss N. is an attractive, intelligent Nisei girl of twenty-
gsven. She was boram in , California, and lived in various

towns in California until she entered Junior College in Salt Leke City.
After two years there she spent five years in Japan. When she came
back in 1941, she attended the San Francisco Teacher's College until
the evacustion in March, 1942. On March 26 she and her parents were
moved to an army assembly center, barracks built on a race track in
San Diego. Here she taught school, although there was no organized
school system. From there the famlly was sent to a relocation camp

in Arkansas. Again they lived in barracks, this time more comfortably.
Mary taught school in the public school thers. The camp was well run
and provided such organizations as Boy Scouts, IMCA, and IWCA. The

Japanese people, however, had no voice in the government.

A friend at the IWCA in St. Paul suggested that Mary come there

so she filled out a lengthy request for release and waited six months
for its approval. Finally, after mt;orcaasion by the Presbyterian
council and the friend at the IWCA she was released. ©She had already
been registered at Macalester College. Since the dormitory was not
open, the dean made arrangements for her to live with a professor whose
home ﬁs on the campus. She will graduste this summer with a major
in sociology. Japanese aasy not teach im public schools, so she in-
tends to go to the University of Chicago for graduate social work.

She said that most of the Japanese people living in military
zone 11, more tha.n 100 miles inland, did not expect to be evacusted
and were frightened rather than antagonized when they were moved.




However, she said that the attitude toward them was such that they

felt safer in assembly centers than in their own homes. She was very
emphatic concerning the loyalty of meny of the people at Tule Lake.

She believes that many do not understand what they are to do, that their
ignorance 1s mistaken for disloyalty. She finds people in St. Paul
much more friendly than those in Califormia and ascribes this to the
fact that there are so few orientals in the midwest. However, she

does not think that this is sufficient proetdction against race pre-
judice. She does not think assimilation of orientals is possible until
the people are educated to an acceptance of thea.

She does not believe most relocated Japenese will want to re-
turn to California after the war because, as she says, they were
forced to live in the least desirable parts of towns and to pay exor-
bitant rates for imferior housing.

“lthough she did not say so, she seemed to feel that govermment
handling of the Nisei problem has not been eatirely successful. She
disapproves of the Tule Lake project because 1t internes many people
who are not aliens. Her belief is that much misunderstanding between
the govermment and the Japanese people 1s due to ignorance and could
be easily cleared up through education to each others way of life.

Betty Koalska




Miss Y. is twenty-four, single, and at preseant living with her
sister in an spartment above a gerage in a pleasant neighborhood. “he
was born in California and went to grammar school and high school there.
After graduating, she went to the University of California at Berkeley
for three and a half years. In the spring of 1942, she and her family
were evacuated to the Fresno Assembly Center. ©She described conditions
there as being very crowded. The eight members of her family lived in
one bare room. Sanitation facilities were crude. Later they were
transferred to & relocation camp in Arkansas where conditions were con-
siderably improved. The barracks were more pleasant, roomier, and the
plumbing was up to date.

When the school system got underway, Miss Y. Taught third grade
in what she described as an excellent school. The W.R.A. authorities
were very nice to work for and knew how to carry on the business of
establishing a camp. There was in the camp a council made up of relo-
cated Japanese elected by each block of barrgcks. They planned such
things as recreational programs, cooperatives, made some rules, and
generally had a voice in geverning the community. They appointed a
recreational committee who organized a dance band. Miss Y, said it
was a very good band, and she stressed the fact that it went outside
the camp to play for dances in neighboring communities. Each block
hed its own playground space and had the respomsibility of deciding
for what it should be &ged. Usually, equipment was provided for young
children as well as for older people. Most playgrounds also sponsored
dances ad did the churches, schools, and other organizations. There

were a Christian (nondenominational) and a Buddhist Church. No one




wae asked to go to any church, so that religious freedom was an actuslity.
Miss Y's sister ceme to Minneepolis firet so Mise Y had no diffi-

culty in obtaining a relesse from camp or & job &nd place to live. She

first worked as nursery school assistent at a neighborhood house but
gave up that job in favor of her present one e&s & stenographer. She
would like to teach school but does not expect to go back to college.
She feels that the Japanece pecple will not be welcome in Californie
after the war but she does not plan to stay in Minnesots although she
says everyone here has been very kind and she has always wanted to come

to Minneepolis. She doesn't like the climgte well emough to went to
meke her home here.

Betty Koalgka




"My wife and 1 have lived in Minneapolis for almost a year, that
is since I was accepted for service in the army. We were both at tho
University of Celifornis when the war in the Pacific broke out. Mary
had only a years' work to complete before she would get her degree. We
hope that she will be able to get it as soon as our son, & Sansei,
(thir generation Americen) is old enough to be left with someone else
while she attends clssses. Would you like to see our son? Well, I
suppose we are like any other Americen parents. We think he is wonder-
ful and will show him to anyone who will look at him. The doctor says
that he is a fine healthy Americen meking excellent progress. 1 was
at the University of Southern Celifornia majoring in internationel law,
and when the present trouble is over I hope to complete my studies.

My only working experience was received while helping my father
who owned a gruck garden immedietely outside of Fresno. It was a
beautiful modern outfit on which highly concentrated vegetable and fruit
gerdening was done. In fact, the Issei fermers of Californis probebly
produce more than fifty per cent of the totel crop of vegetables for
home consumption and exporting purposes of the state. Issél farmers
ere hard working, industrious, peinsteking, and precise workers. They
love their lends and their produce. It's a common joke to accuse them
of knowing personally each plant which they have under cultivation. My
fatber ie like thie, and more than anything he misses the cultivation
of the land. We were luckier than most other f rmers, because we took
more than e month to settle our affeirs. Most of the femilies who had

any securities or assets of any kind were curelly exploited. “hoy

literally had to give things awey. As you probebly recall, the order




for evacuation came out in the late spriang which is harvest time in
California. Because people were moved so quickly, it meant that the
farm owners could not reap the harvest, nor were they able to nego-
tiate for the sale of their produce. It was an unnecessary tragedy.
The government intention was not thus. Rather it was the idiotic imn-
terpretation made the many ignorant, amlicious, intollerant agents who
represented the goverument. Their power want to their heads, and they
acted like a self appointed Gestapo group. They herded and hurried
the families. They permitted and fostered the exploitation of thou-
sands of innocent people.

Most of us are bitter when we realize what happened. But what
could we have done? Fight back? It didn't seem to be the anawer to
the thinking leaders of the Nisei. Neither was it for the more li-
beral thinking Caucasians. America is our land; we want to defend it
and keep it & unified whole. If the federal government felt that
wholesale evacuation was necessary to the safety and security of our
nation, then we American citizens could only submit. Most young
Nigei understood what the fordes were which created the anti-Japanese
feeling on the coast. We all knew that the monied interests felt it

to be to their benefit to make a scapegoat of all the Japanese; Isseis,

Niseis and even Sanseis. The California newspapers were excruciatingly

horrible to look at. They ran headlines of the five to ten inch va-
riety telling of the atrocities committed by the Japanese, but never
did they mention that all Japanese, like all Ceucasians, are not
alike., Day after day these headlines were flung before the eyes of
the frightened populace inciting ome group against the other. It was
the usual trick which nations have used in the past under similar
circumstances, and it worked in the United States as it has elasewhere.




Man learns slowly, and always the hard way.

The camp we wers at was surrounded by a group of hostile com-
munities. Many feelings were naturally transferred to the staff in
charge. 1t meant that there was constant tension and friction; every-
one was suspicious of one another. However, with the passing_of time
and the improved recreational program which permits the interned
groups more activity, the morale of the entire group was raised. No,
I did not like camp, and I have yet to find anyone of my age who did.
Why should we? Woudd you? Would any other American?

In fact is there amyone who wants to be interned or emjoys
internment? Do you believe the fact that so few are moving out of
camps is an indication that the Japanese like the luxury and leisure

of camp life? If you do, you have a fallAcious idea. A bagic reason

for the slow movement out of camps is that the average age of the
Issi men with a family is fifty-nine. They are fearful of moving.
Many of them have no trades; meither do they have resources. Will
they be able to compete with the average pmpulation when looking for
jobs? Most of them are discouraged, disillusioned, and frustrated.
The thought of the outside world is like a nightmare. My own and
my wife's parents are average Issei of middle age. They have the
added security of reasources, but they are fearful of leaving camp
until we here can assure them of the security of housing. They have
more than the average family who are now living in the camps. They
are hopeful that someday in the future they shall be permitted to
return to their own homes. The younger ones, the Nisei, are more
materialistic and realistic. We know that there will never be a

going back, and many of us wouldn't retura even if we could.




Our coming to one enother really isn't an example of clannish-
ness. Actus.ly it is a matter of expediency. Many of us have hounger
brothers and sisters who could never leave camp unless there was some
place to which they could come. In my own small apartment, we are also
housing my younger sister, who is a scholarship student at a normal
school in the city, as well as my seventeen year old brother who en-
listed in the army and is to report for duty July 1lst. He lived in a
éamp for over two and one-half years. We felt that it was imperative
that he experience normel home life before he entered the service.
Many other older relatives feel the same wap.

We have found Minneapolis a refreshing experience as copparad
with what other Nisei have found in the communities they have chosen
to enter. Here the atmosphere is so much freer. The people express
no feelings of animosity. We've wondered why this is so. Is it that

you are more simple, natural, and religious? We have obgerved that

your local radio programs are so different from those so common in

California. Here there are many religious and musical programs;
there even on Sunda it was a rare event to pick up a good religious
or musical program on & local station. Aetually we have experienced
no anti-Japanese feeling in this community. However, my friend who
has a Caucasian wife has met with a great deal of animosity, but
intermarriage of races is another problem and it hasn't its founda-
tion in the present war situation. They would have had the same
difficulty which they now emperience in the most cosmopolitan cities
on the weat coast.

I am not good at making recommendations in a field so ripe
with delicate feelings. Racial feelings have been made so basic to

our thinking and philosophy that it becomes difficult to extricate




oneself from the maze and be objective with suggestions for how to make
& better world. Whet I think should be done seems to be so simple and
so natural a procedurs. In fact the ideas are common, and beginnings
in such directions have been operating throughout the history of man.
There are many reasons why they have never teken hold, and you know
the reasons as well as we do. But today conditions have in truth made
the world one. If the leaders of the world want peace, it means that
people must understand ome another and not be fearful. We must rea-
lize that all wars haven't been fought by people whose skin was a
different color. History no doubt shows us that dome of the bloodiest
combats were not waged by different racial groups, but by Caucasians
against Caucasians. So what do I think should be done? Would it not
be helpful if there could be a wholesale education of American citizens
to the extent of the assimilation of the second generation American
Japanese. We are more than ninety percent American. Omr only dif-
ference is that we still retain our racial uniforms which is something
over which we have no control. We must also establish inter-racial
comunittees on which would be active peopls from all races and creeds.
We must also eliminate dual citizenship clauses for all peoples. No
longer should it be lawful to exclude from public service loyal

Americans because of the pigment of their skin.

You wonder if the government could have acted differently?
Again this is a delicate gquestion and I know of no one who has ans-
wered it either satisfactorily or successfully. 1 can only say thst
the leaders of e nation reflect the world they live in. We cannot
sanction brutality or discrimination in other countries by other
leaders without incorporating some of their philosophy as our own.

What has been done shall remain as an indelible blot on the pages of
democratic history. 1 almost said democratic progress, which it




definitely was not. In fact this blot occurred because at the time

the vitality of democracy was at low ebb."

Jeanette Schwartz




Thoughtfully Mrs. H. began her story: "1 don't suppose our
experience of resettlement is any different from that of any other
family. OSome times 1 think that it's not the resettlement which is
difficult but rather the subtle meaning and significance which there
is when one realizes that people can be shunted around at a "cooked
up reason'. But 1 was going to tell you about our experience during
the past few years., The day after Pearl Harbor we boarded a train
in New York City, in haste to get to the west coast. Six months
previous Tom, my husband, had been transferred to New York by the
news company for which he was employed. It was a wonderful position.
He enjoyed it very much, and we were extremely happy. As it has
turned out, this position is the reason he is still unable to get
cleared with government and be accepted for army service. The news
compeny broadecasted daily to Japan. It is a company owned and opera-
ted by Caucasians. Tom received and relaid messages for them. For
reagons we can't comprehend Tom's loyalty is being challenged because
of this employment. But that's silly. Tom was born and raised in
America; he knows no other country. (The thread which ran through
her entire story; We know no other country.) We rushed back to the
west coast because we knew from before what the anti-Japanese feeling
was out there. We were from San Franclsco where the tension has
always been at a high piteh. Ten days after we arrived we were in an
assembly center, which we shortly left for a hastily completed camp
in Utah.

"The time spent at the assembly center is still like a night-

mare. We were herded together like cattle. We actually lived in




stables. The days were long &nd empty. We had nothing to do; we lmew

nothing about what the plans for the next day would be. We were hemped
in at every side. There was nothing to do. We even became suspicious

of one another.

"The camp in Uteh was in the middle of nowhere. In fact it
wasn't until long after we left for Minneapolis that they finally be-
gan to call it Topaz, Uteh. They call it that because of the mountains
and Indian tribes of the vicinity which go by that same name. Short-
ly after arriving at camp Tom enlisted. He felt that his elsctrical-
radio training and experience would be helpful to him and that the
army could also use his skill. Because we knew that he'd be stationed
at Camp Savage, our families decided to leave camp and settle in
Minneapolis. :hen the bombshell fell. My parents were quickly cleared
and permitted to leave camp. They hed been in Minneapolis for almost
a yeer before we came. My husband and 1 were left behind. In spite
of special intervention and meny letters of character, Tom has been
unable to entirely cleer his record. We were finally allowed to leave
camp and come to Minneapolis in the hopes that ultimately he's obtain
his cleersnce &nd be called for army service. We've been here almost
a yeer, and he's still classed &s an enemy elien. Now his employer
wente him to be deferred (when and if he's ever called) because he's
Going work of e delicate and confidentiel nature; work necessary for
the war effort. But his loyalty is still questioned.

"1 em puzzled when you ask me to tell you about camp. What
can one sey? Under normel circumstancee one goes to a camp for a

facation; in two weeks they've had &s much of it as they cen stand.

But when the two weeks become two yeer S...... 8and is still continuing




essseeeBut camp by choice is not an example of what Americens of
Jepanese descent experienced. It is an abnormel way of life. It was
well meaning, end some Japanese say that the plen averted rgce riots
on the coast. But sctuelly it is & tremendous waste of money, & drain
on the morale of a peopl;, and destructive to the development of its
youth. Maybe it's allright for the older people, who've had & hard
life. It has security, quiet, rest, and many other factors which we
think old people want &nd need. But in no way is it beneficiel for
youth. Life hes no meaning. They only mark fime for when it is over;
for example, my young boother. He &lways liked school before and was
& good kid. At camp he beceme disrespectful of the teachers and
pleyed truant. He said that it was silly to go to school. My brother
said he couldn't study, because if he did the others wouldn't have
enything to do with him. ©Since coming to the city he's returned to
high school &nd is doing extemely well. It was the way with most of

the young people &t camp. They ere unhappy at the camps. It's not

that we don't eppreciate what our govermment is trying to de, cr that

we don't reelize how much money is being spent deily to run the camps.
But camp life is not American life. It is as foreign to us &s it
would be to any Caucasien.

"My naeme ies not really Mary, but my baptismel name ie so long
and complicated that my friends just decided to cell me Mary. Most
Jepenese perents give Jepenese baptismel names to their children.
When we go to school we use reguler Americen names. I was born in
San Francisco and graduated HBrom high school there. My father lived
in Sen Francisco thirty-five years. He never even wanted to return
to Japen for a visit. He loves America. He made end lost & lot of

money during his lifetime. Since coming to Minnespolis he's been




.

employed by & cleaning esteblishment. I have & brother in the army,

e sister employed in New York City by the ;ECA, end & young brother

in high school. When we first came to Minneespolis I obtained secre-
terial work at the University, but was discharged because of my hus-
bend's doubtful loyelty. It was & humilieting experience, but there
wes nothing which I couléd do about it. You'll be surprised that my
mother is Americen borp, 1 know, because she speaks no English. But
thetwis pert of living on the west coast. We've been criticized for
huddling together when we leave cemp. We've been urged to spread out.
On the coest we couldn't. When we tried, we were considered belli-
gerent and arrogent. When & younger member tries to move out of a
prescribed aree he is herded beck. Little Tokio was not creazted by
choice. 1t was & neceseity.

"Minnespolis has been like & new world for us. Only once have
we experienced anti-Jepenese feeling. When we wanted to rent a house
we were told it was elrecdy rented. Later we learmed that it wasn't
at the time we applied. We know that housing is a big problem, Right
now we are living like enimsls. (I guess we are getting hardened)

We could only find this rooming house. We cook eat and gleep in our
one room. It's hard on &1l of us. At present my husbands employer

is tryinmg to find us & cottege at the lske. If he succeeds then my
husband's perents will slso come to Minnespolis. I think that it's

the experience which we have had that has brought us so close to-
gether. Before we were like everyone else; children grew up and started
their own home and life. This experience has drawn us together. IYou
see you can't leave camp unlesse you go to someone or to & job. As

soon a8 one member leaves snd gets settled, his first cdesire ic to

bring those familier to him wherever he is. We reslly lost very little
economically. We are just ordinary imericans who work every day to




maintain ourselves. But there has been something in the air in Minnes-
polis. People &re so kind and friendly. We have been permitted equsl
entry into the schools, the shops, the places of amusement. It has
not been that way before,nor is it that way in other pleces. Like
many other Japenese we will live here forever.

I would like to ask you a wuestion now, mey I? 1Is it that
Caucesiens don't think of Japanese as human beings? Is the different

pigment of skin forever going to give ue second rate citizenship?

We have our men in the services. Two months age my brother wag listed

as misging. We have the same'emotiona &g you. America is our land.
Japen means nothing to us. No more than it does to an American, Italisn
or Germen. Have the latter been accorded the same lot as American

born Japanese? How can the men in battle feel when they know that

here at home this is happening. What does it mean to the minorities

of the world to realize that in free Americe there are many levels of
citizenship; that equal rights have no meening; that people are not
free? What does it all mean? All of our friends ere asking the same

,uestion: "WHAT DO THE CAUCASIANE THINK?"

J. B. Schwartz




"] am twenty-two and was borm end raised in Californis. 1 have
two sisters and two brothers. May is seventeen and will graduate from
high school in June of this year. She's already had meny offers for
employment but will take & secretariel course before finally accept-
ing eny job. Jean i twenty-one and graduated from high school in
Californiea. At present she's working &s & power machine operator.
Both of my brothers sre in the armed services. Ben is twenty-five
and is living et the YWCA; he leaves for camp at the end of the
month, My oldest brother, John, is twenty-seven &nd has been in New
Caledonie for over & year. He's & steff sergeent and is as proud of
himgelf as we ere of him. Our parents are both dead. My fether died
shortly after we arrived at camp. My mother died when we were all
very young. Father never remerried. He didn't believe in bringing
8 step-mother into the home. So we &ll pitched in and helped him.
Most of the mothering was my job, beceuse I was the oldest girl.

"Like meny Jepenese, my father sub-let farm land and operated
his own vineyerd. He made & very comforteble living, end we all
went to school as 3dng &s we wanted. My brothers are graduates of
Universities. May would have gone to the university if this hadn't
happened beceuse she enjoys school and is an excellent student. Our
life &8 children was very quiet and peaceful.

"We were at camp for & long time.....from March 1941 to April

1944: The camp at Eyle, Arizona, was never & happy place for enyone.

The climete is horrible. The buildings crack, and the furniture

decays beceuse it ie so dry. The insecte were slmost always out of

control! We Bad to stay so long becusse we had no where else to go.

Life has always been serious and hard for me, and so camp didn't seem




to be so different. 1 know that it was very bad on most people. The
first year was a particulerly difficult one in that the program and work
wes so poorly orgenized. Most of us (including myself) didn't have

the initietive to sct as leaders. At last we begen to clemor for
something to do. Some of us were able to work with the others. 1 begen
to organize the activities for the older women; others worked with the
children. From needle work and knitting we spread out activities to
every type of recreational activity. The people worked elone and in
tesms. It was a greet experience, but it just began to tap the sur-
fece of the needs for & creative cemp life. I am not being criticel

of the government. They have & hard job on their hands. They ere

very short handed, and much of the help they have is not treined or
adequate to the job. We know &1l of this......but.....why did it have
to happen? There must have been a better way to solve this problem.

The others like myself have decided to make the best of it. We weren't

strong enough to fight ageinst ke injustice of the progrem.

"My brother Ben wes on NYA while at cemp and was transferred
to Minnespolis beceuse he wanted to attend Dunwoody Institute. He
was thrilled with the change. He urged us all to come here and settle
es quickly as we could. People have really been wonderful to us.
1 am no longer afraid of walking down the street any more. If people
stere et me it is only becesuse they have normal curicusity for strange
features. No one seems tc be afraid or antagoniaﬁic. 1 think that
1 should be paid by your Chamber of Commerce because 1 laud your city
so much. It is so beautiful, and the people are so kind and consi-
derate.

"Meny Japenese American girls bave tuken domestic work upon
their arrivel to the city by choice. It wasn't that we couidn't get

other work in our own field. But we were frequently elong and rather




fearful of sterting this way. We've felt more like being within the
circle of & femily. Most of us have had very happy experiences in thies
type of work. 1 feel like I em pert of the femily 1 am living with.

1 never could have adjusted to pormal living without their help. Mrs.
B., my employer, has helped me grow out of my fears of being seem by
Caucssians, and their little Judy has been wonderful for me. She's

the first Caucesisn child that I have known in years who didn't look

et me with suspicion and skepticism. 1've had several offers of jobs

which would pay me twice as much & I am now earning, but 1 just haven't

been sble to leave here. Once 1 did say I'd go, but when the time

arrived to depart, I just couldn't go through with it. 1 recently
obteined & part time job in recreastional work at ome of the community
houses in the city which will permit me to retein this job &8s well.

"] am very much interested ir the velue of recresticnal work
with people who heve been injured in eny way as well as for normal
expression. I don't expect to get very far inm the field, because I
lack professional treining end 1 don't want to go to school. Maybe
some day 1'1l be eble to work as & volunteer in a hospitsl or recree-
tional center helping with the men who have returned from the battle
front. 1 could help these men feel that they were still needed.

"But my real resson for teking this job &t the recreational
center is the opportunity it'll give me to show children thaet Japanese
Americens are like eny other people. If I do that, 1'll feel as if
I've done something big for the war effort. My friends think that 1
am silly for wanting to work so hard. They think my efforts will
affect so few people. But I can't but feel that there are many others
like myself with the same desire. The sum total of all our efforts

must ultimately reap some fruit. Other Americens must learn to be




able to walk down the street knowing that when people stare at me it's

only beceuse they are curious and not becsuse they are afrsid that 1

carry & wespon &nd shell "knife them in the back".

J. B. Schwerts




"I em twenty yeers old and before the war in the Pacific I
lived with my parents and brothers in & smell community outside of
Sen Francisco. My father bad a large truck garden and hired as many
as 100 Mexicen laborers during the season. While &t camp I had a lot
of experience working with the younger children and decided that if
ever 1 had the opportunity of going to school again I'd major im Child
Welfare work.

"Shortly after arriving at cemp two of my brothers enlisted in
the army; the oldest was celled in immedieately and is slready seeing

active duty. For a long time no Japenese Americans were called in.

then last year enother brother was called. He is now at Savege. He

and my sister-in-lew idwited me to live with them. I was very happy
to come as 1 knew that I could help in their home because my sister-
in-lew, Rose, was going to have a baby. 1 alsolhopad that when I
wasn't needed in the home so much, I could look for work. Most of us
at camp had heerd that Minnespolis was & good city to live in and that
there was no difficulty in finding work.

"1 think that I have been unusuelly lucky in coming to Minnea-
polis. When I ddscussed my training and experience at camp and my
interest in nursery school work at the Wer Relief Office, I wes im-
mediately referred to the Miss Wood's Training Schocl 8 & candidate
for a scholership. Miss Wood is very much interested in having stu-
dente from all minority groups represented in ber school. She be-
lieves that to know people of other racial or religious groups is the
wey to understend them. OShe only offers her scholership to girls of

other racial groups, and at present we have a Negro, a Chinese, and




mygelf in a class of forty Caucasians. The instructors and student

body have been wonderful to me. So far everyone has been interested

in knowing more about Jepesnese people and none seem to resent having

me &8 & gtudent in the school.

"It is difficult to say what I'd like to do in the future. Our
femily is do divided. With my parente still et cemp, 1 feel rather
lost. Once they have the means of getting a relesse, or the govern-
ment makes other errangements for them, I would like to have them

come here, or I'd go tc them.

J. B. Schwartz




"With a shrug of her slim shoulders and a smile on her lips,

Mrs. H. began her estory of the past three years....."I don't know what

1 can tell you, but if you think'it will help to understand us, 1 am

happy to do 80.....My husband end 1 have been in Minneapolis for al=
most a year. He's still classed as an ememy alien. However, he re-
cently passed his thirtieth birthday and so fer the present we doubt
that he'll be called into service. We really came here so that he
could be near to Savage and attend Dunwoody Institute. Previous to
coming here two of my sisters and his sister had come, and their
letters were so enthusiestic that we came as soon as we could get re-
leased from camp.

"] am always amused when asked if I've ever been to Japan.
Few second generetion Japanese (Nieei) ever do go. If ome's parents
are wélthy, or if one lives further north on the cosst, he might go.
The strenge thing is that few people realize how much cheaper it is
to go ﬁo Japen for Americans with American money than it is to go
anywhere else. Sometimes an older son is sent to Jepan to be seen
by aged relatives and remains to go to school. Actually Jepenese
born parents are deeply concerned, as are all foreign born parents,
et how quickly their children shed the traditiocns of the old country.
Many times it is only a frantic attempt to keep one's children closely
bound to the home that prompts perents to send their children back to
Japan.

"] know I em better when I think and talk ebout the camp and
the entire progrem. It's been a horrible mistake and our government
knows it. 1 know that it cen't be changed or the memory erased from

the minde of those who experienced it. It was the most dieillusioning




thing that eduld heppen to any people. Even where the egents were
understanding and kindly the people were mistreated and barmssed. But
for the most part the agents seemed to be mad with their power to

shunt people around. They glowed in their false sense of strength

and made it unnecessarily horrible for everyone else. OScmetimes one

cen't help but believe that men doing such in the government service
must be of an inferior cealibre. To be sure, they had a difficult job,
but they didn't have instructions to be mean and demanding.

"The losses to families from en economic standpoint will never
be properly estimated and is not so importent. But the loss to our
sense of security, independence, and freedom was even greester and can
never be rebuilt! It will leave an indelible scar. Many Ceaucesiane
mede capital of the resettlement project. My husband was fineancially
very well off. He end his Caucasian partner were doing well in their
large fruit market. His partner prevented him from selling his share,
end in this way we left for cemp penniless. Later we heard that the
pertner had taken over my huebend's share. It was like this with
most of the Americen Jepenese in business. Most of us lost everything
and arrived at camp without even a moment o of the past. But again
it wasn't the money loss which wes the devastating part of the ex-
perience. It was the whole progrem end for what it stood.

"Camp life is still a night mare. 1 shudder when I think of
the money which is being poured into them daily amd the infinitesi-
mal returns the govermment will receive. For what will they have?
Men and women broken by yeers of enertis. Children who will not know
what normal family living of the American variety is like. Communal
living by order is entirely different than by cheice or individusl
living within the confines of one's own family. Actually, I have &

gripe sgainst camps I suppose. I wamn't very well when we gof to




Topaz, and shortly after I became pregnant. My baby died and I feel
that it wouldn't have if we'd had the proper medical care for her.
But how can one expect proper care for infants when there are only
three doctors and three nurses for over eight thousand people? Dur-
ing the last year thirteen and fourteen year old girls were being
treined to be nurses sides! They were only children, and yet some of
them did the work of a nurse attending at operations, eterilizing
ingtruments, and even sttending at child birth.

"Camp life is bad for people of all ages. Children are thrown
into a new but unsupervised kind of freedom. Japenese home life has
been rather restricting to its children. But at camp everything is
different. There is no home life. Families don't even eat together.
The children develop & peculiar sense of irresponsibility. They
sense that they can do as they plesse. They taunt their parents with:
"The director will tell me 1 can do thus or so". And et the same
time we all know that the director is too busy to know what the
children are doing. The situation is as demorelizing for the older

adolescent and young men and woman. They are all marking time, idling

it away. The educeticnal facilities are nil; furthermore, there is

no incentive for going shead. Young merried couples have many worries.
We ell want to leave camp, but most of us are poor. We have connec-
tions. Many of us have no trades. My bhusband end I were very lucky
as we had no children. Where there are children, there's always the
€oncern of making a living. Nisei women want to take care of their
own children. Furthermore we know how hard it is to get adequate
help. We disliked camp, but most of us feared leaving because of the
uncertainty of our reception in a2 new community. We thought at the

beginning that camp was a wonderful opportunity for the older folks.




Most Jaﬁanoae adults have had long and hard lives. Camp should have
been one long and happy vacation. How stupid we were to have so false-
ly dreamed. After the novelty wore off they became &s restless as the
younger people. Today they clamor to leave camp. But for what? Where
can they go? How will they remain self-supporting? After the war,
with the needs of peace time, will they be the first to be unemployed?
And what will be the efset of many unemployed Japanese?

"My husband and I have been very fortunete in Minneapolis. He
went to Dunwoody and was immediately placed in a factory where he is
working as a machinist. Dmring the first week 1 obtained employment
at the depertment store alteration department. It is not exactly the
kind of work for which 1 am trained, but Minneapolis has few places
where they manufacture costume-made clothing for women. However, my
employers have been wonderful to me and I think the experience has
been invalusble. Recently I have had several offers for other jobs,
but am uncertain about meking a change. Jobs have been remerkably
eagy for Nisei to obtain.

"If we have met with ény anti-Japanese feeling here it has been
with jiousing. At first I thought we had trouble because there was

a housing shortage. Later I "caught on". It was because of the pig-

ment of my skin that I couldn't get into a decent home. I1'd call a

prospect by phone and everything seemed agreeable, but when they saw
either myself or husband the rooms would be rented, or they would
suggest that we call at another time. Our present arrangement was
only a lucky break. We are sharing the home of a young Caucasian
couple. The man recently left for camp, and now there is only his
wife. It is not too happy an arrangement as it ié hard for two women
to try to manage in one kitchen. I have my way and she has hers.
"lost of my unheppiness about our living conditions ars mors




real than the above. My husband and I are anxious to get settled. One
can't feel that way living in someone else's home. We don't own a
piece of furniture here. We would like to start to build a home again.
Yes, we'd even buy, if we could find something. Together we earn enough
money to do so. If we could find a place of our own, we could send for
what furniture we have stored in our church. What we have left is not
very valuable, but it means a great deal to us. They are the first
things we ever bought together. We are very ﬁuch concerned about our
things which are being stored in that the Church Federzl of America
recently issued a new edict giving permission to the churches of
California, which have stored the furniture for evacuees, that they
might open the wings used for storage purposes. It would be most un-
fair ii they were ﬁermitted to do so, in that everyone's possessions
would be lost forever. There's a movement on foot to add a stipula-
tion to the edict, meking it unlawful to open the storage places with-
out first shipping the furmiture to the rightful owners.
"We would also like to get a large emough house so that my
parents who are in Grandda, Colorado, and my husband's mother who is
_in Topaz, Utah, could come here to us. My father with a little help

could find something to do, but alone he is afraid to venture forth.

We would not feel safe in urging them to come unless we could at least

provide housing.

"We discuss very freguently what the government might do with
the thousands of people who remain in camps. Many of us believe that
if the men or women were given a lump sum of money, and referred to
communities similiar to what they've been accustomed, that within a
short time they could adjust normally and again become productive
citizens. So many Japanese are skilled, industrious farmers, that they
could give profitably for themselves and their country. But this way,




each passing month means that they become more discouraged, bewildered

esessssnd more and more unlikely to adjust to any kind of normal liv-
ing.

"Minneapolis is a beautiful city. We thought thers was nothing
like life on the coast. I am sorry we had to learn about other places
in the way we did. I don't think that I shall ever be lonesome for
the coast; even to go there on & vacation séems distasteful to me.
Here 1 move about with other Americans, and although they seem to
look at me with strangeness in their eyes, 1 have never encountered
any fear or resentment. I hope that this feeiing cen weather a de-
pression, or a wave of anti—Japanése feeling. Actually we are Ameri-
cans, and are only being punished because the pigment of our skin

permits us to be separated from other Americans.

Jd. B, Schwartz
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My interview with Mr. M. turned out to be more or less of a

panel discussion. When I arrived at his home to keep the appointment
I had arranged for, I found not only Mr. M., but two other men also
waiting for me. He introduced the older man as a close friend ' of
his who had just recently come to Minneapolis, and the other as his
younger brother, a student at the University.

Mr. M. and his wife are both American born, and have two
children, a girl seven, and a boy five. My host received his ele-
mentary and high school sducation in the states, and then went on to
business college. His wife is a graduate of a California university.
Their home was very lovely and in excellent taste. It is in one of
the better residential sections of the city.

Mr. M. and his father were in a very successful marketing
businesa in California consisting of several trapk farms, wholesale
houses, and retail stores. He felt that the evacuation order would
come, and began liquidating his business some time before it went
into effect. He feels that this move saved him from the serious
losses suffered by some of the other Japanese. His California home
and the various branches of his business are all leased out for the
duration, and unless something happens to change his mind before then,
he expects to return to California and resume operation of them
personally after the war.

He worked for the cooperative grocery unit of the relocation
camp where he was sent, and therefore spent most of his time travel-
ing over the country on its business. He has an older brother who is
stationed at the school at Camp Savage, who wrote enthusiastically of
Minnesota——urging them to come out to Minmesota and settle. Therefore,




when his buginess took him to Chicago, he came to Minneapolis to

visit his brother, and to look over the city. He liked it, and so
went back to the camp and planned with his wife to come to Minneapolis.
He pent her ahead to find a home while he finished his business in the
cooperative food service.

She finally wrote in despair that it was igpossible to rent a
house because people refused to have Japanese tenants, so he told her
to buy one. She waited until he came, and they bought their present
home. They learned a few months after they moved in that the neigh-
bors had made quite a fuss about their moving into the neighborhood,
but they had already purchased the home and couldn't back down now.
However, he doesn't feel thet there has been much overt unpleasant-
ness., His little son seems to have dons a great deal to ease the
situstion by making friends of all the neighbor children and later
of their parents.

His guest, who had recently arrived in Minneapolis looking for
a business opportunity, and hoping tc make a home for his family here
has run into some discriminztion. He had already paid earnest money
on a combined restaurant business and living apertment, which was
located ebove the buginess quarters, when things reached a dead lock
because the other tenant who shared the upstairs living wuarters,

which are divided into two apartments, refused tco live there if

Japenese moved in. A settlement has not yet been reached.

Mr. M's younger brother, Mr. C., who is & bacterioclogy student
at the "U", explains his good fortune in being admitted to the "U"
when so many Nisei were refused, by saying he is one of the "lucky
six", It seems that six students were admitted some time ago and
that admittence hes been almost impossible since then. However, he

feels that there is much less discrimination here than there is in




the universities on the Pacific coast. "But I stick pretty close to
my lab.," he says with a grin, "Less change of running into enything
unpleasant that way."

All three of the men seemed to feel that the younger Niséi
were better off in the middle west than on the coast because of the
larger field of vocational opportunities. That this group has been
forced to spread into less densely Japanese populated areas they felt
wag for the better. However. they fe;t that the older people and the
family groups would on the whole remain in the cemps, desiring to
return to their old homes and business after the war.

They discussed scme of the looting and unpleasant incidents
on the Pacific coast involving Japanese as dispassionately as they
discussed the treatment of the Negroes in the south. Perhaps, 1
should sey impersonally rether than dispessionately. The closest
the conversation came to any show of emotion or intense feeling was

when Mr. M spoke of his "so called friends" who said that they knew

he was not a spy, but how could they be sure all the other Nisei

weren't.




It reslly wes & pleasure to interview Miss K. ©She is such &
normael, heppy, wholesome nineteen year old Americen girl. Perhpps I

would be more accurate if I said Nisei but somehow such a modificetion

of her Americenism seeme abgurd. She is so like any nineteen year old

college freshman you might meet on any American campus.

"My father," Miss K. told me, "came to the United States when
he was twelve years old and went through school here. Then he went
back to Jepan to be married. 1 don't know how true his story is,
but he always delights in telling us about the two little sisters he
used to play with in Jepan before he ceme to America. 4And how when he
was twelve years old and going away, he decided he would pick out one
of them for his future wife. He says he picked the joungest because
she was so jolly even if she wes a little too fat and rolly-pelly.
Then when he went back, a young man to marry her, he found his little
playmate hed grown into & beautiful girl. Well, they got married and
he hurried back to America to build & home and business so he could
gsend for her. After he had been gone awhile mother discovered she was
pregnant, and so they decided she had better wait until she had her
baby before she ceme across the ocean. That beby was my sister. She
is twanty-four now and is a graduate of & five year college nurse's
course. ©She is teaching here in the hospital where 1 am treaining. She's
really very brilliant.

"She has tried everything to become & citizen; she wants that
8o badly. ©She tried to join the Red Cross and the Waves--anything
to get her citizenship. She's written everyone, even ¥leanor Roose-
velt. They tell her that she had better wait until after the war,
but she write back that she knows about people who heve gotten their
papers during the wer. She'll just keep on trying and trying until




she gets it.

"My brother who is also older than 1, is now in the peratroops.
He wes a student at the Washington State University and got & job in
the bio-chem lsb. He wrote the school authorities end had it all fixed
up to go on at the "U™ here. But when he got here they wouldn't admit
him or give him the job they had promised. He felt awfully bad about
it."

1 interrupted Miss K. here to mention that the doctor whom she
had referred to as her brother's correspondent had died about a year
ago. She was very emcited and said she would write her brother about
it immediately. It would sort of restore his faith in some one whom
he had admired greatly.

"Brother is such a wizard at bio-chem and loves it so much,"
she continued. "But he felt that the Nisei should show people that
they really wanted to be citizens and pay for the privilege as well
as receive benefits from it. So he enlisted. He says it is up to
every Nisei, especlally, to do their part in this war. He's awfully
pleased about being put in the paratroops.

"We had been skiing &hat Sunday morning when Pearl Harbor was
bombed, and we came home to find father awfully mad and mother so sad.
1 felt so funng going to school en the bus the next day--as though
everyone were staring at me. Some of our friends wors buttons that
siad 'I am Chinese', but we didn't because everyone knew we were
Japanese anyhow. We lived in a Camcasian neighborhood becuase father
doesn't believe in living and mingling too much with only Japanese,
and there were only a few Orientals in the high school I went to. I

think we were treated more pleasantly because of this than others in

Sesttle. But it never had been as bad in Washington as it was in

California. However, the Japanese people were pretty scared right




after Pearl Harbor, I remember how mother used to worry and cry when
father would be late coming home from work.

"Well, they defided that my brother and sister should leave the
coast before they had to go to a camp. They decided to go to Minne-
sota because they thought the skiing would be good there. So meny
good skaters come from Minnesota. When we got here we just couldn't
believe there weren't any mountains., Anyhow that's why they picked
Minnesota, and then because the "U" was here tihey decided on Minnea-
polis. That's when my brother write to the "U". WMy sister knew she
could probably get a job anywhere because of the shortage of nurses.

1 wasn't coming at first, but I cried and mede such a fuss about its
not being fair, that finally it was decided that 1 could come %00,

So 1 did and finished at a high school here. When I graduated 1
thought I would go into the WAVES, but I would have to wait a year and
mother was so anxious for me to get started in nurse's tréining that

1 went into the cadet nurse corps instead. I was going down to St.
Mery's at Rochester at first, but when father found out thet there

were already thirty-five Niseis there he said not to. He doesn't

beliave in going where there are too many Japanese.

"] have a year and a half left now, and then 1 hope to go to
the "U" for my B. S. degree and specialize in public health nursing.
Father doesn't believé in paying things on the installment plan so
he paid all three years of my tuition at once. Now that the govern-
ment is paying it for the cadet nurses, I can't get it back. Oh well--
"Mother and Father stayed in Seattle and sold the house and
business. It was kind of hard and made us kids awfully mad. We had
waited eight years to build our house and now we sold it for two
thousand less than it was worth. We sold it to father's best friend.

Ho's a Chinese. He said we should feel free to come back anytime.




Father sold his interstate trucking business to a larger firm. They
were nice also, and said he could buy it all back after the war. But
we won't ever go back.

"Mother and Father have been living in a cmmp, but now they are
coming out here to live with us. It is kind of hard for Father to
start all over again in business. We didn't feel any kind of discri-
mination here ian Minneapolis until we tried to find a home for our
parents. We hunted and hunted and sometimes we were all set and peyed
down on the rent, and then they would decide they couldn't have
Japanese. Finally we rented a house from a Mormon family and every-
thing was fine. But a committee of the neighbors met and said we
couldn't move into the neighborhood. My sister insisted on talking
to them, and she told them thet she couldn't understand this when they
were supposed to be fighting for democracy. It made me feel awfully
bad because they were all Catholics like we are. 1 just couldn't
understand it. They said they would bother us and make things so

unpleasant we would have to move out. But my sister is awfully per-

severing and she kept tallcing to them about democracy and everything

until finally they gave in. I am still kind of scared of living there

though."




This fifty-eight year old Japanese gentlemen looked very much
like 2 shoe maker out of a children's fairy tqle or like an Oriental
version of Santa Claus. He had the typical small build and short
stature of his race, but the thing you first noticed and carried with
you long after wards was his gentle twinkling eyes with the tired
lines around them,

He told me that he had been through high school in Japan which,
he explained, provided education comparable to our junior college
level. He left Japan as a young man with his wife and four months
old son and settled in Seattle where in 1912 he learned the trade of
a photographer in which he is engaged today.

When he spoke of working in the developing room of the photo-
graphic studio in which he is employed in Minneapolis, 1 said I was
familiar with dark rooms because 1 had been an X-Ray techmician. At
this he looked very pleased and interested and told about his work in
the X-ray laboratories of the relocation center where he was confined
prior to his settling in Minneapolis. In regard to the relocation
centers he was very reticent. However, he seemed to feel that his
people were treated as well and fairly as was possible in a gituation
which had inherent in it so little satisfaction for the internees.
There was no doubt, however, sbout his feelings that the Japanese who

moved from the centers to settle in the interior were much better off

no matter what discrimination and prejudice they met. Back of this

certainty on his part could be felt the whole terrific pressure of his
cultural background which was so insistent on self-sufficiency. As
he said when commenting on the fact that Orientgl make up such a small

segment of our criminal and public relief population, "It is a great




sheme to & whole family which never in its life can be chénged that ohe
should be in prison or on relief.”

This Japanese citizen, who has lived in this country for about
forty years, has living with him now his wife, a daughter in high
school, and a son. Another daughter is a nurse at St. Mayy's Hospital
in Roohester. He experienced some difficulty in finding housing here.
On two occasions he interviewed a prospective landlord and paid & de-
posit on a home only to be called by phone the next day and told that
it would be impossible for them to have Japanese tenants. However,
he says he is satisfied with the quarters he finally found in which he
is now living.

Minneapolis, he feels, is a much better place to live in than
is Seattle. His youngest daughter, who attends a Minneapolis high
school in which there are four other Japanese students, is, he feels,
very happy here and finds the situation preferable to that existing
on the west coast. He said that although some of his people were re-
meining in the camps because they wanted to live on the coast after
the war, he wanted very much to stay here.

His consuming desire that his son be permitted to study at the
University of linnesota_seemad to be his main concern at the present
time. The son has applied, but the father seemed to feel little hope
that he would be accepted. Yet, he was pathetically eager to have me
assure him that some possibility existed of this precious privilege
being granted. :

"ily son,"™ he pleaded, "was only four months old when he came

to America, but he cannot be a citizen. He is not a Nisei. But he

went to grammar school, high school, and a year at the University of
Washington. He's an American; he belongs here."

I asked what field his son was interested in, and he explained




that he had majored in mathematics which he had taught in the center.
Somehow after talking with this gentle Japanese father, his son's

college education mattered a lot to me as well as to him.

Jean Mahaffty




