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INTRODUCTION 

"In 10 wartime communities in the western part of the United 

States, more than a hundred thousand men, women, ana child ren are 

living temporarily, awaiting an opportunity to resume n orms1 lives 

in ordincary communities. All of them are of Japanese descen t, and 

were evacuated from strategic military areas of the  ftest  Coast in 

the spring and summer of 194-2. These wartime communities , known as 

relocation centers, were established when it became evid ent that such 

a large number of people coula not immediately locate the mselves 

successfully in new communities. There was no intent to remo ve from 

them any of their rights or to deprive them of the opportuni ty of 

earning a livelihood and contributing to the Nation's ec onomy. 

"Nearly two-thirds of these people are American citizens. 

Nearly two-thirds were born in America and most have atte nded 

American schools. Only a few hundred of this citizen group have p ^ 

ever been outside the boundaries of the United States. The dr aft-

age men not already in uniform v;ere made eligible for mi litary ser-

vice by an official announcement of the  fcar  Department oh January 

28, 19-43, which recognized "the inherent right of every faithful 

citizen, regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the Nation' s battle." 

"The aliens, who comprise the remaining third, are barre d 

from citizenship by our immigration laws which do not per mit Orien-

tals to acquire citizenship by naturalization. Almost with out ex-

ception, however, they have lived in the United States for a t least 

two decades, and the majority of them have been here for thre e de-

cades, or longer. 



"The relocation of these people—both citizens and aliens 

whose records indicate that they would not endanger the se curity of 

the country—in normal communities where they may enjoy the full 

benefits of American justice, is e national problem dese rving the 

thoughtful consideration of every person who believes in A merican 

principles. All together, the Japanese-American populati on evacuated 

from the West Coast comprises less than one-tenth of one perc ent 

of our total population. Dispersed throughout the interio r of the 

country, only a few families to any one community, they shoul d be 

able, with their wide diversity of skills, to contribute no tably to 

the civilian and wartime needs of the Nation." * 

The project undertaken by our group has been en attempt to 

understand this situation in our own community. To do this we  have 

gathered statistical materiel from ail the available loca l resources. 

Vve believe that the interviews reflect the diverse attitud es preva-

lent among the relocated group—attitudes which will giv e us greater 

understanding when making plans for the post-war world. 

tie hope that our survey will prove to be useful and that it 

will be of as much interest ana value to those who read it a s it 

has been to us. 

Audrey Johnson 

Barbara Tosdal 

* Quoted from a government pamphlet entitled "Relocating a P eople". 





STATISTICAL HBPOKT 

The information on which the statistics for this study were 

based were obtained from the Minneapolis Lutheran Hostel, t he Min-

neapolis War Relocation Office, the United States Employm ent Ser-

vice, and the United Ministry Federation of Minneapolis. 

In compiling a composite list from the above-mentioned s ources, 

we found there to be 1099 people who had made use of these fa cili-

ties in Minneapolis and St. Paul from February 194-3 to Mar ch, 194-4. 

Since the records were inadequate, we could not hope to find t he 

exact number of peopleliving in Minneapolis ana St. Paul at any one 

specified period. Doubtless, many of the men included in our list 

have been inducted into the armed forces, and others have pr obably 

left for positions in other places. 

Due to the fact that many of the records found did not con-

tain material suitable for statistical manipulation, we w ere ob-

liged to limit our sample to the records of the Lutheran Hoste l. 

Our sample included 137 Japanese-Americans on which we ta bulated 

the following information. 

In this sample from the Lutheran Hostel were included 67 

males and 70 females. Table 1 shows this distribution by ag e and 

sex. The computed median age for males was 21 and for females 2 3. 

Figure 1, made from the material in Table 1, gives a graphic pi c-

ture of the aistribution. It can easily be seen that the re is a 

clumping at the lower age levels for both sexes, few beyond th e age 

of' 39 years. Those few above this age level were predomina tely males 

and family men. The males arrived at an earlier age, as iow a s 15 

years, than did the females perhaps to obtain employment before being 



Table I 

Distribution of 137 Relocated Japanese in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul by Age and Sex• 

Age M F Total 

15-19 22 13 35 

20-24 30 36 66 

25-29 7 15 22 

30-34 2 3 5 

35-39 1 0 1 

40-44 1 2 3 

45-49 1 1 2 

50-54 0 0 0 

55-59 2 0 2 

60-64 0 0 0 

65-69 1 0 1 

Total 67 70 137 

Source: Card files of the Minneapolis Lutheran 
Hostel. 



Figure I 

Graph showing the Distribution of 137 Relocated 
Japanese in Minneapolis and St. Paul by Age and 
Sex. 

Ages in Years 

Sources 
Card files of the Minneapolis Lutheran Hostel 

SCALE: Males » r - — Females 



- 2 

called into service. The girls probably came to confirm p revious 

contacts. 

Concerning marital status, we found in our sample that 56 

of the males were single and only 11 marriea. Of the g irls, 56 were 

single, 13 married, and 1 divorced. 

Table II shows the religious preferences of the group. Bud d-

hists were predominant with Methodists second end a group pr eferring 

Christianity third. The other religions represented in or der of 

frequency were no religion, Presbyterian, Baptist, Episco palian, Con-

gregational, Roman Catholic, Quaker, and 7th Day Adventist s. 

The majority, both sexes made no special note of their job 

preferences. The 38 males who did cite a preference sought jo bs in 

the following occupations listed in order of frequency. 

The sample is perhaps too small and too diversified to dr aw 

any conclusions from. These preferences, too, might have b een made 

Student 
Mechanic 
Hospital Orderly 
Defense work 
Warehouse work 
Civil Engineer 
Farmer 
Clerical work 
Newspaper work 
Craftsman 
Metal work 
Public Relations 
Hotel work 
Aircraft 
Art 
Chemistry Lab. 
Busboy (part time) 
Service Station 
Rooming house 
Laborer 
Shipping Clerk 
Accounting 

8 
7 
-2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



Table II 

Religious Preferences of 137 Relocated 
Japanese in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

Buddhist 39 

Methodist 26 

Christianity Preferred 25 

No Religion 13 

Presbyterian 12 

Baptist 9 

Episcopalian 5 

Congregational U 

Roman Catholic 2 

Quaker 1 

Seventh Dey Aaventist 1 

Total 137 

Source: Card files of the Minneapolis Lutheran 
Hostel. 
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having immediate employment possibilities in mind rather than long 

term employment were all fields open. 

The jobs the males actually held were as follows: 

Student 11 
Laborer 6 
Busboy 5 
Hospital Helper 2 
Sales 2 
Stockboy 2 
Painter 2 
Shipping clerk 2 
Janitor 2 
Copy Header 1 
Springer 1 
Dishwasher 1 
Spotter & Presser 1 
Mechanic 1 
deceiving Clerk 1 
Baker's Assistant 1 
Kefining 1 
leider's Helper 1 

The females who cited preferences of jobs gave these: 

Domestic 22 
Clerical 12 
Student 4 
Hospital work 3 
Nursery work 2 
Seamstress 2 
Factory work 2 
Power machine 2 
Nursing 1 
Librarian 1 
Dental ̂ ab. 1 
Accounting 1 
Beautician 1 
Diet Kitchen 1 

The same stipulation as given for the men's job preferenc es 

may be given for the women. The jobs they actually held we re the 

following: 

Domestic 22 
Clerical 10 
Power Machine 7 
Housewife 3 
School 2 
Factory work 2 
Diet Kitchen 2 
Nurse 1 
Timekeeper 1 
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Nursery work 1 
Shipping Clerk 1 
Hospital work 1 
Nurses' Cadet Corps 1 

1 
1 
1 

A brief study of the above information shows that both male s 

end females nad jobs in the lower wage brackets. Whether t his is due 

to a selectivity of the Japanese making use of the hostel fac ilities 

or to the limited job opportunities available to these peop le we can 

not be sure. There is the possibility that our material shows bias 

due to the factor of selectivity mentioned. However, we bel ieve our 

statistics give a true picture as far as this one institution is con-

cerned. 

Audrey Johnson 

Barbara Tosdal 





I 

Nan S. is a single girl about twenty three years old, of 

slight build, pretty face, and has a charming, cordial mann er. We 

had arranged an appointment by telephone and although she h ad just 

a slight idea of what information we were asking for, was mos t re-

ceptive. We discussed the phases of the survey for a few minu tes 

and then gradually Nan began an account of her experiences up-to-date, 

^he is one of nine children; her older brother is marriea and  lives 

in Detroit; another brother is married and lives in Denve r. Both 

brothers are of draft age, and Nan felt that the both woul d be called 

into service. An older sister is in the Relocation Center at Topaz 

with Nan's parents. Another sister is in the city of New Yor k. She 

left the Relocation Center at the same time as Nan did. A th ird 

sister is in Cincinnati end has a younger brother with her. 

The family has lived in San Francisco up until the time of 

evacuation. Nan was employed as a clerk in a store that was ru n by 

a Caucasian. The family had about two weeks notice to leave their 

home and found it rather difficult to complete their plans since 

they owned their home in San Francisco. At the present time th is 

home is vacant and the furniture and personal belongings a re stored 

there. Nan said that they hoped to go back to San Francisco , but 

are making no plans at present. The parents had thought of leaving 

the Center, but when it became evident that their two sons mig ht 

be going into service, they felt that the best place for the m was 

at the center. 

Nan said that her parents had adjusted themselves to life 

at the Center, but describe it as "no life at all", ghe said tha t 



her mother was attending creft and knitting classes and se emed to be 

having a good time. Her father just sits around and reads a ll day. 

Nan sort of smiled as she said, "You know, I was back for a 

visit last month. It was a strange feeling to go back and now I 

realize just how much 1 have developed since I left the Center . When 

it was necessary for us to evacuate and go to the "race track eva-

cuation point 1 1 was  frery  bitter. It seemed to me that there was no 

reason for our being evacuated. We were loyal Americans a nd my em-

ployer and fellow workers at the Caucasian store where I wo rked were 

very sad. '¿hey actually wept when 1 left there. Almost ever y Cau-

casian felt extremely sorry for us. We felt that most of the h ys-

teria was caused by newspaper publicity, and that the Gov ernment was 

forced to take this action, although they have no more defini te plans 

for what we were to ao than we had. 

"We lived at the 'race track' for several months before we 

were sent to Topaz. 1 really learned a great deal about livin g in 

a small place during that period. Most of the families were quartered 

in stalls in the stables. It was really very funny to see how pe ople 

set themselves up as comfortably as possible in the minimu m space. 

We would use a little chintz here and there, build bunk beds , and 

became quite comfortable although we never could get rid of the 

horsey smell. We had a community kitchen while we were at th e 

evacuation point and also while we were at Topaz. 1 worke d a s 

a Nurses' Aid and was paid $8.00 per month. I never worked so hard 

in all my life, but it was the best thing in the world for me. If 

I hadn't been busy 1 don't know what would have happened to me . As 

it was, I became very bitter and I certainly was a most unhapp y 

person. As I look back now 1 can see many funny things abo ut our 



living both at the evacuation point and at the Relocation C enter. At 

the time however, all 1 could tnink about was getting out. 

"1 decidea to come to Minneapolis more or less at random. I 

just wanted to get out and tnat is what 1 did. ¿'or awhile 1 wa s 

employed as a mimeograph operator at my present place of empl oyment. 

T»hen the switchboard operator resigned I was asked to pinch hit, and 

1 have been doing switchboard work ever since. 1 am not par ticularly 

interested in this type of work as I find it rather monoton ous. I 

would rather get back into some type of art work. My sister i n New 

York City wants me to come and live there. 1 intend to do so in a 

few months. 1 don't feel that there is any place that 1 can cal l 

home and I may as well travel and see some of the rest of the world 

until we can reunite our family again. 

"1 can see now that the movement of the Japanese colony fro m 

the West Coast was a good one. Vve had segregated ourselves and had 

never used the opportunity of mixing with people as we are d oing now. 

Another thing that struck me, particularly when 1 came out o f the 

Relocation Center was that everyone, regardless of ra ce or nationa-

lity, has problems. Vvhen 1 realized what people were suffer ing be-

cause of their families being broken by war, I felt that our £poblems 

were no greater than anyone elses. Living together, a race ap art 

from the world, as we were in the Relocation Center, made u s feel 

that our problem was an insurmountable one. Y.e had many fe ars about 

coming out. I remember talking to a 'girl reservist 1 who said that 

probably one of the reasons why we had run into antagonism was that 

people were afraid of the Japanese. She was quite surprised w hen 1 

replied tnat we were afraid of everyone else ana that no on e had to 

fear us. Since I have come out to Minneapolis, however, 1 ha ve never 



felt any discrimination. 1 know other people have felt tha t they 

were being discriminated against, but 1 must have a very t hick skin 

because 1 don't feel these things. 1 like to bowl ana to swim , and 

1 have never run into any criticism when 1 have been out. A t the 

present time I am living with another girl, a Nisei, and 1 have lived 

at this same place since 1 cam e to Minneapolis in August, 194 -3. We 

have been trying to find an apartment but you know how diffic ult this 

is now. However, my roommate found a place. The couple, Cauca sians, 

who had the apartment, wanted to leave immediately for the west coast 

and they could not afford the months rent that they would have to 

pay because they were unable to give thirty days notice. T he man was 

most anxidus to have my friend rent the apartment and accomp anied her 

to the manager's office. My friend asked if there was any obje ction 

if she, a Nisei, rented the apartment. The manager replied that she 

had no objection if the owner had none. My friend then went to see 

the owner of the building and founa him most agreeable but he  felt 

that it would depend on whetner the other tenants would be ag reeable. 

As a result my friend went back to the apartment building a nd inter-

viewed every tenant. Not one of them had any objection to he r moving 

in and we are going to do that tonight. As far as I can see she ha d 

no more difficulty than a Caucasian woman who has a child, wo uld have 

in locating a place to live." 

Nan had brought along with her to the interview a few copies 

of the magazine that had been published at Topaz. She said that she 

felt that it would give me a pretty good idea of the way the yo ung 

people think at trie time they are in the Relocation Center. She was 

particularly proud of the drawings that were made by Mine Okubo, and 

wondered if I had seen the April issue of the Fortune in whic h many 

drawings of Mine Okubo had been used. 



Nan said that she felt sorry for the people tnat were left 

at the Center; old people that could not go out and start  life again 

because of the great fear they had of mistreatment. She sai d that 

the "grape vien rumor system" enlarged greatly on the inci dents that 

happened to the Nisei outside the Center. She felt th&.t ma ny of the 

people who were at Tule Lake and who were termed disloyal beca use they 

held expressed a desire to return to Japan, were really l oyal Ameri-

cans, but they were so beset by fears of what might happen to t hem 

that they were taking what they thought was the path of le ast resis-

tance. She talked casually about a few other facts—her hi gh school 

education in San Francisco; her feelings of resentment whe n she was 

separated from her friends and her gradual ability to forget the past 

and build for the future. Nan was justly proud of the philoso phy she 

had gained through her experiences and the new perspective that she 

had attained. She hoped that she would be able to go on and res ume 

normal living whenever conditions were such that the ent irs family 

could reunite. We thanked Ifier for the time she had given us . Nan 

said tnat she felt that it had been a worthwhile experie nce for her 

as she had not thought that people would be interested in t his par-

ticular part of her life and had never talked to anyone about it 

before. 

Margaret J. Ludenia 



II 

As I approached the hause where Mrs. K. ibives 1 noticed a 

Caucasian woman working in the garden. At my inquiry sne sai d, "Go 

right into the house. Mrs. K. is expecting you." Mrs. K. l ives with 

a Swedish woman who has been very much interested in the housi ng 

problem that faces the Nisei coming into Minneapolis. Mrs . K. is 

an accepted member of the household and does her share of th e routine 

jobs around the home. 

Mrs. K. felt that she might not be the right person to give 

her views on the subject of relocation, since she left Califo rnia 

before the evacuation became a government order. 1 wondere d why she 

left California and she said, "1 left Los Angeles, to go  to Oklahoma 

to marry my fiance who was stationed there. Two months after w e 

were married my husband was transferred to Camp Savage and I came to 

Minneapolis to be with him. My family were quite worried ab out my 

leaving Los Angeles and going so far away from home. 1 am t he youngest 

of five children. My two sisters and two brothers were mar ried at 

that time and all had their homes in Los ̂ ngeles.  A hey soon realized 

that my decision to leave California had been a wise one sin ce it 

was necessary for them to De evacuated ana go into Relocation Centers. 

"When I came to Minneapolis I was one of the first Nisei to 

arrive here. People aid not know just what to think of us, but most 

of tnem were very kind. The officers at the camp were very he lpful 

and for awhile I lived with a lieutenant's wife. My husba nd and 1 

used to walk the streets and look for a place to live but wnenev er 

we gave our name and they realized we were Nisei, they refused to 

rent to us. V<e don't feel biter about it because we realize t hat 

people weren't used to us." 



"At first about the only place we could go for recreation a nd 

companionship was the USO Center. Later the IWCA and the chur ch groups 

began to take an active interest and it was through the XW CA that I 

found bqt present living arrangements. 

"I worked for six months as a maid and then one day I was in 

a department store looking at some things in the art depart ment* One 

of the salesladies began to talk to me and when I said that I was in-

terested in this type of work she immediately sAid she woul d see the 

manager. In about fifteen minutes I had a job. I stayed with t his 

store about six months and then went to a store specializing in art 

work where X am employed at the present time. 

"The Jiisei from the Center have found Minneapolis and St. Paul 

one of the best areas for relocation. People are kinder and more 

understanding, and there are no employment problems. Many  of the girls 

are employed at downtown stores and have found only one gro up of stores 

that refuses to employ Nisei« 

"One of the groups that have been most helpful is the church 

group. On Sundays most of the men leave Camp Savage to come in to the 

city to go to church. ?hey feel most welcome at any church th ey want 

to attend» They feel that every effort is being made to make u s feel 

a part of the group. The men at the Camp have often said that th is is 

one of the most inspiring experiences they have had. 

"I have enjoyed living in Minneapolis and I think that the 

people are whet you call tops. I do not know whether I would li ke to 

live here in Minneapolis after the war, but that is becaus e of the 

climate. 1 was born and raised in Los Angeles and had never lived any 

other place before going to Oklahoma. Getting used to Minnes ota winters 

has been quite an experience. However, I guess we can adjus t ourselves 



to anything that ie necessary* 

"Recently I visited «enters of ny family who are still in R e-

location Center. It vas rather amusing to see how the people have ad-

justed themselves to that sort of life. 1 would find it ve ry boring as 

I like to be busy. In the camp there is very little for the ma jority to 

do. Of course there are the camp kitchens where one can work. They 

have their own Police Force, Fire Department, and Administr ative De-

partment. However, these jobs take care of only a small majo rity of 

the people and the rest are left more or less to their own devi ces. 

Some of the girls have returned to the Relocation Centers  because they 

are expecting babies or their husbands are in service and the y do not 

feel that they can support themselves on the allotment es pecially in 

a strange city. These girls are finding the adjustment most d ifficult 

because they would rather be on the outside« They spend thei r time 

in taking care of their babies, and visiting their frien ds who are re-

siding in the same Center. The older people are doing a iaue h better 

job of adjusting themselves to a rather limited existence. The men 

have victory gardens and flower gardens around their barrac ks and you 

can see them puttering aroundat any time of day. Most of the older 

people who are skilled at crafts or trades or who do art work have 

started classes so that anyone who is interested can learn . It ie 

rather interesting to see what they can achieve with o dds and ends of 

materials, a little piece of wood or paper to make dolls. Whe n I 

visited the Center they were having a hobby show and I was sur prised 

at the pretty things that they had made. I feel that the ol der people 

will wish to remain at the Center because it means secur ity and access 

to their friends. Many of the older Japanese people are li ked the 

the older people of other nationalities, ^hey have resided in their 



own neighborhoods and haven't bothered to learn more than a little 

broken *©glieh. They would have difficulty in getting out  and building 

up a new life where they would not have their friends and where it 

would be difficult for them to talk with other people* I know an older 

woman who has recently come to Minneapolis and who resides i n this 

neighborhood. ?here is another Issei woman in this same locality and 

if it hadn't been for this woman I don't know what the newcom er would 

do. % e older people are very unhappy when they are separ ated from 

their friends. 

"I suppose I have found that it has been necessary for me to take 

adjustments that I had never dreamed would be necessary. I had always 

thought that I would live in Los Angeles where I had my frien ds and 

family I was dependent on them and felt 1 could never be sepa rated 

from them. Now I am living in Minneapolis, far from all of my f riends 

and my husband has been overseas for fourteen months. This separation 

has been difficult for me but on the other hand I have felt t hat the 

experience has been a very good one for me. I have learned to k now 

many kinds of people,  to like them end to get along with them. I never 

would have been able to do this in California. How I am indep endent, 

have a job, and I am a6 happy as it is possible for me to be under the 

present conditions. It is not only the Japanese families th at have 

been broken up and scattered all over the United States « Many Cauca-

sian families have had the same experiences and the same pro blems* 

I wondered whether Mrs. K's family had noticed the change  in 

Mrs. E. and this new spirit of independence when she had vis ited at the 

fielocation Center. Mrs. K* said, "My father passed away about three 

years ago when I was still living in Los Angeles. He was a jewe ler 

and had his own business. My family was broken up with the ma rriage of 

my sisters and brothers, thus my mother decided to return to Japan* She 



aade application and was accepted and returned to Japan o n the Grip-

sholm. Other than word that she had arrived safely, I have had no 

other word since she left* I sometimes worry about her, won dering 

whether she has enough food and clothing because we knew that even 

before Pearl Harbor the civilians were being rationed a s to food and 

clothing. I talked to my mother about these things before s he left* 

She said that she had lived as long as she felt was necessary , and a 

few years more or less would make little difference* I have  decided 

that as long as I can send her no word or receive no word from her , 

it is better not to worry but to realize that whatever happen s it was 

my mother's wish to be with her relatives in Japan, and that she will 

be able to accept whatever happens* 

"We owned our own home in Los Angeles and the furniture is 

stored there* It is probable that we will return there once t he war 

is over. I think that about seventy-five per cent of the Nise i will 

wish to return to their homes since many of them own their own busi-

nesses and homes and this will draw them back* The older pe ople will 

fear going back because of the attitude that they have feared might 

arise out of this war. I think that we do not need to fear discr i-

mination* We will all be too busy after the war to allow any ant a-

gonism or discrimination to interfere with the busine ss of re-estab-

lishing life as it was before*" 

Margaret J* Ludenia 



Ill 

Mice A« is twenty-five and single. Like her sister, she gra -

duated fro» high school in California, After this she went to the „ 

Business College for two years, *hen she finished her course there, 

she stayed at home to help her parents in their laundry and dry clean-

ing establishment. She was neither angered nor surprised w hen the 

family was evacuated in the spring of 1942. Their movement s had been 

increasingly curtailed during the winter; first the curfe w and then 

the ban placed on traveling over five miles. Since the fa mily lived 

twenty-one miles from their nearest Japanese friends, the y felt, 

according to Miss A., that "we might as well be evacuated". 

In Arkansas, Miss A. worked as secretary to the head of the 

cooperatives. She did not like Arkansas or the camp life s o she ap-

plied for release before the camp setup was too well establ ished. She 

wrote to Minneapolis, Chicago, and St» Louis relocation boards, Sew 

lork not being open to Hieei at that time. Her first offer c ame from 

Minneapolis before her clearance had gone through. She acce pted as 

soon as she got her clearance and left camp immediately.
 3

he had no 

trouble in getting permission to leave camp. In Minneapol is she 

worked as a stenographer at a children's society living wit h Mrs. 

T for the first six weeks. A friend of Mrs. T»s offered to r ent her 

the apartment above her garage. The garage has since changed owners, 

but Miss A. still lives there with her sister. Later she wor ked at 

the XWCA and was then offered a job at the University of Minn esota. 

However, she needed additional clearance papers for this and before 

she could get these she got a job as secretary at a nursing school. 

She likes Minneapolis and has no desire to return to Californ ia after 

the war. 

Betty Koalska 



IV 

Miss M., twenty-seven, single, was b o m in California and 

moved when she was three to  ...  f  California. She went 

through high school there and then worked in her family's gro cery 

store for two years. After this she went to College for 

two years where she studied costume designing. Later she wo rked in 

a dress shoppe, and on December 1, 1941, she opened up her o wn shop. 

Because evacuation was ordered on May 17, she closed shop an d then 

went to the Fresno assembly center. She said that conditions there 

were crowded but sanitary. She minded most the boredom of wa iting to 

be transferred. She said, "Nothing ever happened, life jus t stood 

still.* 

She wondered what would happen next, but she felt that ther e 

was no point in worrying about it* Evacuation had been orde red by 

the government, and there was nothing to be done about it. W hen she 

and her family, two brothers, two sisters and her parents , were moved 

to Jerome, Arkansas, Miss M. taught home economics in the ca mp high 

school. The camp was much better organized than the assembl y center, 

but she did not like it because she was much criticized by her block 

neighbors. Having spent her vfcole life in areas populated almost 

entirely by Caucasians, she was out of place, especially si nce most 

of her neighbors were Tule W k e bound. *hey did not like her to ler-
i t  

ant attitude toward the evacuation, and she did not see any  reason 

for their bitterness. She says that the government was fair in allow-

ing the evacuees to decide between staying in camp, being se nt to 

Tule ̂ ake and eventually to Japan, or relocating. For the ol der people, 

she thinks the evacuation was literally a lifesaver. Many o f them 



are saving their snail monthly allotments against the time  when they 

will have to leave camp* 8he does not think there is any question 

about the disloyalty of the inhabitants of Tule J-ake. The camp held 

meetings and forums in which the three choices were explaine d and dis-

cussed , so that everyone should understand* 

In spite of her dislike for the camp, she feels that it was a 

broadening experience to see the ways in which people reac t to a dis-

organization in their lives. She thinks that the worst thing about 

the evacuation is its effect on the children. Japanese famil ies are a 

solid unit until the children grow up and marry. But the chil dren 

whose families were going to Tule Lake were ostracized by the others, 

and were in the midst of a conflict situation during their  entire stay 

at camp. 

Miss M.  left camp on a  hospitality clearance; that is,  a  person 

approved  by  the  War  Relocation Board agreed to have  her visit until 

she could find a job and a place to live. She got a job almost im-

mediately in  T s alteration room and found a place to 

live with a  friend who  had  left camp earlier. 

She would like to go back to California after the war. Most 

of her friends are there and she says she has never been cons cious of 

any racial prejudice against her. Even though she opened he r shop at 

a most unfortunate time, she had a good business and believe she could 

make it a success when she return*. 

Betty Koalska 



V 

Miss N. is an attractive, intelligent Nisei girl of twen ty-

seven. ^he was born in . California, and lived in various 

towns in California until she entered Junior College in Sa lt Lake City, 

After two years there she spent five years in Japan. When she came 

back in 194l> she attended the San Francisco Teacher 1s College until 

the evacuation in March, 194-2. On March 26 she and her par ents were 

moved to an army assembly center, barracks built on a race tr ack in 

San Diego. Here she taught school, although there was no org anized 

school system. From there the family was sent to a relocati on camp 

in Arkansas. Again they lived in barracks, this time more com fortably. 

Mary taught school in the public school there. The camp was we ll run 

and provided such organizations as Boy Scouts, XMC&, and XWCA. The 

Japanese people, however, had no voice in the government. 

A friond at the XWCA in St. Paul suggested that Mary come the re 

so she filled out a lengthy request for release and waited si x months 

for its approval. Finally, after intercession by the Pre sbyterian 

council and the friend at the XWCA she was released. She h ad already 

been registered at Macalester College. Since the dormitory  was not 

open, the dean made arrangements for her to live with a profe ssor whose 

home was on the campus. She will graduate this summer with a ma jor 

in sociology. Japanese may not teach in public schools, so  she in-

tends to go to the University of Chicago for graduate socia l work. 

She said that most of the Japanese people living in military 

zone II, more than 100 miles inland, did not expect to be evacu ated 

and were frightened rather than antagonized when they were m oved. 



However, she said that the attitude toward them was such tha t they 

felt safer in assembly centers than in their own homes. She w as very 

emphatic concerning the loyalty of many of the people at Tule Lake. 

She believes that many do not understand what they are to do, that their 

ignorance is mistaken for disloyalty. She finds people in St. Paul 

much more friendly than those in California and ascribes thi s to the 

fact that there are so few orientals in the midwest. Howeve r, she 

does not think: that this is sufficient proetaction aga inst race pre-

judice. She does not think assimilation of orientals is pos sible until 

the people are educated to an acceptance of them. 

She does not believe most relocated Japanese will want to re-

turn to California after the war because, as she says, they were 

forced to live in the least desirable parts of towns and t o pay exor-

bitant rates for inferior housing. 

Although she did not say so, she seemed to feel that governmen t 

handling of the Hisei problem has not been entirely successf ul. She 

disapproves of the Tule Lake project because it interne s many people 

who are not aliens. Her belief is that much misunderstandi ng between 

the government and the Japanese people is due to ignorance and could 

be easily cleared up through education to each others way of  life. 

Betty Koalska 



VI 

Miss I. is twenty-four, single, and at present living with her 

sister in an apartment above a garage in a pleasant neighbor hood* °h© 

was born in California and went to grammar school and hi gh school there* 

After graduating, she went to the University of Californ ia at Berkeley 

for three and a half years. In the spring of 1942, she and her f amily 

were evacuated to the Fresno Assembly Center« She describe d conditions 

there as being very crowded» The eight members of her family lived in 

one bare room« Sanitation facilities were crude« Later the y were 

transferred to a relocation camp in Arkansas where conditi ons were con-

siderably improved. The barracks were more pleasant, room ier, and the 

plumbing was up to date. 

When the school system got underway, Miss I. Taught third gr ade 

in what she described as an excellent school. The V.R.A« a uthorities 

were very nice to work for and knew how to carry on the busine ss of 

establishing a camp« There was in the camp a council made up o f relo-

cated Japanese elected by each block of barracks. They plann ed such 

things as recreational programs, cooperatives, made some r ules, and 

generally had a voice in governing the community. They appo inted a 

recreational committee who organized a dance band. Miss X. said it 

was a very good band, and she stressed the fact that it went o utside 

the camp to play for dances in neighboring communities. Each  block 

had its own playground space and had the responsibility of deciding 

for what it should be M0ed* Usually, equipment was provided for young 

children as well as for older people. Most playgrounds als o sponsored 

dances ad did the churches, schools, and other organizatio ns. There 

were a Christian (nondenominational) and a Buddhist Church . No one 



was asked to go to any church, so that religious freedom was an actuality. 

Miss  Vb sister came to Minneapolis first so Miss I had no diffi-

culty in obtaining a release from camp or a job and place to li ve. She 

first worked as nursery school assistant at a neighborhood h ouse but 

gave up that job in favor of her present one as a stenograph er. She 

would like to teach school but does not expect to go back to college. 

She feels that the Japanese people will not be welcome in Ca lifornia 

after the war but she does not plan to stay in Minnesota altho ugh she 

says everyone here has been very kind and she has always want ed to come 

to Minneapolis.  s he doesnH like the climate well enough to want to 

make her home here. 

Betty Koalska 



VII 

nMy wife and I have lived in Minneapolis for almost a year, that 

is since I was accepted for service in the army. We were both at the 

University of California when the war in the Pacific brok e out. Mary 

had only a years 1 work to complete before she would get her degree. We 

hope that she will be able to get it as soon as our son, a Sans ei, 

(thir generation American) is old enough to be left with some one else 

while she attends classes. Would you like to see our son? W ell, I 

suppose we are like any other  American  parents. We think he is wonder-

ful and will show him to anyone who will look at him. The docto r says 

that he is a fine healthy American making excellent progress . I was 

at the University of Southern California majoring in int ernational law, 

and when the present trouble is over I hope to complete  my  studies. 

My only working experience was received while helping my f ather 

who owned a ¿ruck garden immediately outside of Fresno. It wa s a 

beautiful modern outfit on which highly concentrated vege table and fruit 

gardening was done. In fact, the Issei farmers of Califor nia probably 

produce more than fifty per cent of the total crop of veget ables for 

home consumption and exporting purposes of the state. IssH farmers 

are hard working, industrious, painstaking, and precise w orkers.  T hey 

love their lands and their produce. It's a common joke to a ccuse them 

of knowing personally each plant which they have under cult ivation. My 

father is like this, and more than anything he misses the cult ivation 

of the land. We were luckier than most other f rmers, because w e took 

more than a month to settle our affairs. Most of the famili es who had 

any securities or assets of any kind were curelly exploited .  A hey 

literally had to give things away. As you probably recall, t he order 



for evacuation came out in the late spring which is harvest time in 

California, Because people were moved so quickly, it meant that the 

farm owners could not reap the harvest, nor were they able to nego-

tiate for the sale of their produce. It was an unnecessary tra gedy. 

The government intention was not thus. Eather it was the id iotic in-

terpretation made the many ignorant, amlicious, intolle rant agents who 

represented the government. Their power want to their heads, and they 

acted like a self appointed Gestapo group. They herded and hu rried 

the families. They permitted and fostered the exploitatio n of thou-

sands of innocent people. 

Most of us are bitter when we realize what happened. But wha t 

could we have done? Fight back? It didn't seem to be the ans wer to 

the thinking leaders of the Nisei. Neither was it for the more li-

beral thinking Caucasians. America is our land; we wan t to defend it 

and keep it a unified whole. If the federal government fel t that 

wholesale evacuation was necessary to the safety and secur ity of our 

nation, then we American citizens could only submit. Mos t young 

Nisei understood what the fordes were which created the ant i-Japanese 

feeling on the coast. We all knew that the monied interests felt it 

to be to their benefit to make a scapegoat of all the Japane se; Isseis, 

Niseis and even Sanseis. The California newspapers were e xcruciatingly 

horrible to look at. They, ran headlines of the five to ten inch va-

riety telling of the atrocities committed by the Japanese, b ut never 

did they mention that all Japanese, like all Caucasians , are not 

alike. Day after day these headlines were flung before the e yes of 

the frightened populace inciting one group against the oth er. It was 

the usual trick which nations have used in the past u nder similar 

circumstances, and it worked in the United States as it ha s elsewhere* 



Man learns slowly, and always the hard way. 

The capp we were at was surrounded by a group of hostile co®-

aunities. Many feelings were naturally transferred to the s taff in 

charge. It meant that there was constant tension and fricti on; every-

one was suspicious of one another. However, with the passi ng of time 

and the Improved recreational program which permits the in terned 

groups more activity, the morale of the entire group was rai sed. No, 

I did not like camp, and I have yet to find anyone of my age who did. 

Why should we? Wouiil you? Would any other American? 

In fact is there anyone who wants to be interned or enjoys 

internment? Do you believe the fact that so few are movin g out of 

camps is an indication that the Japanese like the luxury and  leisure 

of camp life? If you do, you have a fallacious idea. A basi c reason 

for the slow movement out of camps is that the average age of the 

Issi man with a family is fifty-nine. They are fearful of m oving. 

Many of them have no trades; metther do they have resources. Will 

they be able to compete with the average population when lo oking for 

jobs? Most of them are discouraged, disillusioned, and fru strated. 

The thought of the outside world is like a nightmare. My own and 

my wife's parents are average Issei of middle age. They hav e the 

added security of resources, but they are fearful of leavi ng camp 

until we here can assure them of the security of housing. T hey have 

more than the average family who are now living in the camps.  They 

are hopeful that someday in the future they shall be permit ted to 

return to their own homes. The younger ones, the Nisei, are mo re 

materialistic and realistic. We know that there will neve r be a 

going back, and many of us wouldn't return even if we could. 



Our coming to one another really isn't an example of clann ish-

ness. Actually it is a matter of expediency. Many of us have  fcounger 

brothers and sisters who could never leave camp unless the re mas some 

place to which they could come. In my own small apartment, we are also 

housing my younger sister, who is a scholarship student at a  normal 

school in the city, as well as my seventeen year old brothe r who en-

listed in the army and is to report for duty July 1st. He li ved in a 

camp for over two and one-half years. We felt that it  was  imperative 

that he experience normal home life before he entered the s ervice. 

Many other older relatives feel the same way. 

We have found Minneapolis a refreshing experience as compa red 

with what other Nisei have found in the communities they h ave chosen 

to enter. Here the atmosphere is so much freer. The people e xpress 

no feelings of animosity. We've wondered why this is so. Is it that 

you are more simple, natural, and religious? We have obse rved that 

your local radio programs are so different from those so com mon in 

California. Here there are many religious and musical prog rams; 

there even on Sundâ i it was a rare event to pick up a good reli gious 

or musical program on a local station. Actually we have exper ienced 

no anti-Japane3e feeling in this community. However, my f riend who 

has a Caucasian wife has met with a great deal of animosity, but 

intermarriage of races is another problem and it hasn't its f ounda-

tion in the present war situation. They would have had the sa me 

difficulty which they now experience in the moat cosmopol itan cities 

on the west coast. 

I am not good at making recommendations in a field so ripe 

with delicate feelings. Racial feelings have been made so basic to 

our thinking and philosophy that it becomes difficult to ex tricate 



oneself from the maze and be objective with suggestions f or how to make 

a better world. What I think should be done seems to be so simp le and 

so natural a procedure. In fact the ideas are common, an d beginnings 

in such directions have been operating throughout the his tory of man. 

There are many reasons why they have never taken hold, and yo u know 

the reasons as well as we do. But today conditions have in tr uth made 

the world one. If the leaders of the world want peace, it means  that 

people must understand one another and not be fearful. W e must rea-

lize that all wars haven't been fought by people whose ski n was a 

different color. History no doubt shows us that dome of th e bloodiest 

combats were not waged by different racial groups, but by C aucasians 

against Caucasians. So what do I think should be done? Would it not 

be helpful if there could be a wholesale education of America n citizens 

to the extent of the assimilation of the second generati on American 

•Japanese. We are more than ninety percent American. Our on ly dif-

ference is that we still retain our racial uniforms which i s something 

over which we have no control. We must also establish inter -racial 

committees on which would be active people from all races an d creeds. 

We must also eliminate dual citizenship clauses for all peo ples. No 

longer should it be lawful to exclude froia public service lo yal 

Americans because of the pigment of their skin. 

Xou wonder if the government could have acted differently? 

Again this is a delicate question and I know of no one who ha s ans-

wered it either satisfactorily or successfully. I can onl y say th&t 

the leaders of a nation reflect the world they live in. We cann ot 

sanction brutality or discrimination in other countries b y other 

leaders without incorporating some of their philosophy as o ur own. 

What has been done shall remain as an indelible blot on the pa ges of 

democratic history. I almost said democratic progress, which it 



definitely was not. In fact this blot occurred because at th e tiaue 

the vitality of democracy was at low ebb," 

Jeanette Schwartz 



VIII 

Thoughtfully Mrs. H. began her story: "I don f t suppose our 

experience of resettlement is any different from that of a ny other 

family. Some times 1 think that it's not the resettlement which is 

difficult but rather the subtle meaning and significance which there 

is when one realizes that people can be shunted around at a " cooked 

up reason*• But 1 was going to tell you about our experience du ring 

the past few years. The day after Pearl Harbor we boarde d a train 

in New York City, in haste to get to the west coast. Six mont hs 

previous Tom, my husband, had been transferred to New York b y the 

news company for which he was employed. It was a wonderful position. 

He enjoyed it very much, and we were extremely happy. As it ha s 

turned out, this position is the reason he is still unable to g et 

cleared with government and be accepted for army service. Th e news 

company broadcasted daily to Japan. It is a company owned and opera-

ted by Caucasians. Tom received and relaid messages for th em. For 

reasons we can't comprehend Tom's loyalty is being challen ged because 

of this employment. But that's silly. Tom was born and raise d in 

America; he knows no other country. (The thread which ran through 

her entire story; We know no other country.) We rushed bac k to the 

west coast because we knew from before what the anti~ Japanese feeling 

was out there. We were from San Francisco where the tensio n has 

always been at a high pitch. Ten days after we arrived we wer e in an 

assembly center, which we shortly left for a hastily compl eted camp 

in Utah. 

"The time spent at the assembly center is still like a nigh t-

mare. We were herded together like cattle. We actually live d in 



stables. The days were long and empty» We had nothing to d o; we knew 

nothing about what the plans for the next day would be* We w ere heaped 

in at every side. There was nothing to do. We even became susp icious 

of one another. 

"The camp in Utah was in the middle of nowhere. In fact it 

wasn't until long after we left for Minneapolis that they f inally be-

gan to call it Topaz, Utah. They call it that because of t he mountains 

and Indian tribes of the vicinity which go by that same nam e. Short-

ly after arriving at camp Tom enlisted. He felt that his el ectrical-

radio training and experience would be helpful to him and tha t the 

army could also use his skill. Because we knew that he 'd  be stationed 

at Camp Savage, our families decided to leave camp and set tle in 

Minneapolis, *hen the bombshell fell. My parents were quick ly cleared 

and permitted to leave camp. They had been in Minneapolis for almost 

a year before we came. My husband end I were left behind. In  spite 

of special intervention and many letters of character, Tom h as been 

unable to entirely clear his record. We were finally all owed to leave 

camp and come to Minneapolis in the hopes that ultimatel y he's obtain 

his clearance and be called for army service. We've been here almost 

a year, and he's still classed as an enemy alien. Now his em ployer 

wants him to be deferred (when and if he's ever called) becau se he's 

doing work of a delicate and confidential nature; work ne cessary for 

the war effort. But his loyalty is still questioned. 

"I am puzzled when you ask me to tell you about camp. What 

can one say? Under normal circumstances one goes to a camp f or a 

facation; in two weeks they've had as much of it as they can sta nd. 

But when the two weeks become two year s and is still continui ng 



......»But camp by choice is not an example of what Americans  of 

Japanese descent experienced. It is an abnormal way of life . It was 

well meaning, end some Japanese say that the plan averted r qce riots 

on the coast. But actually it is a tremendous waste of money, a drain 

on the morale of a people, and destructive to the developme nt of" its 

youth. Maybe it's allright for the older people, who've  had a hard 

life. It has security, quiet, rest, and many other factors wh ich we 

think old people want and need. But in no way is it beneficial  for 

youth. Life has no meaning. They only mark fime for when it is o ver; 

for example, my young bcoiher. He always liked school befor e and was 

a good kid. At camp he became disrespectful of the teachers and 

played truant. He said that it was silly to go to school. My b rother 

said he couldn't study, because if he did the others wouldn 't have 

anything to do with him. Since coming to the city he's retu rned to 

high school and is doing extemely well. It was the way with m ost of 

the young people at camp. They are unhappy at the camps. It' s not 

that le don't appreciate what our government is trying to d o, cr that 

we don't realise how much money is being spent daily to run th e camps. 

But camp life is not American life. It is as foreign to us as it 

would be to any Caucasian. 

"My name is not really Mary, but my baptismal name is so long 

and complicated that my friends just decided to call me Mary . Most 

Japanese parents give Japanese baptismal names to their chi ldren. 

When we go to school we use regular American names. I was b orn in 

San Francisco and graduated  firom  high school there. My father lived 

in San Francisco thirty-five years. He never even wanted to return 

to Japan for a visit. He loves America. He made and lost a lo t of 

money during his lifetime. Since coming to Minneapolis he 's been 



employed by a cleaning establishment. I have a brother i n the army, 

a Bister  employed in New York City by the ̂ MCA, end a young brother 

in high school. When we first came to Minneapolis I obtained secre-

tarial work at the University, but was discharged becaus e of my hus-

band's doubtful loyalty. It was a humiliating experience, but there 

was nothing which I could do about it. You'll be surprised t hat my 

mother is American bor^, I know, because she speaks no Engli sh. But 

that*is part of living on the west coast. We've been critic ized for 

huddling together when we leave camp. We've been urged to spread out. 

On the coast we couldn't. When we tried, we were considered belli-

gerent and arrogant. When a younger member tries to move out o f a 

prescribed area he is herded back. Little Tokio was not cre ated by 

choice. It was a necessity. 

"Minneapolis has been like a new world for us. Only once have 

?/e experienced anti-Japanese feeling. When we wanted to re nt a house 

we were told it was already rented. Later we learaed that it wasn't 

at the time we applied. We know that housing is a big problem. Eight 

now we are living like animals. (I guess we are getting ha rdened) 

We could only find this rooming house. We cook eat and sleep i n our 

one room. It's hard on all of us. At present my husbands empl oyer 

is trying to find us a cottage at the lake. If he succeeds the n my 

husband's parents will also come to Minneapolis. I think t hat it's 

the experience which we have had that has brought us so cl ose to-

gether. Before we were like everyone else; children grew up  and started 

their own home and life. This experience has drawn us toge ther. You 

see you can't leave camp unless you go to someone or to a job. A s 

soon as one member leaves and gets settled, his first desir e is to 

bring those familiar to him wherever he is. We really lost very little 

economically. We are just ordinary Americans who work ever y day to 



maintain ourselves. But there has been something in the air i n Minnea-

polis. People are so kind and friendly. We have been permit ted equal 

entry into the schools, the shops, the places of amusement. It has 

not been that way before,nor is it that way in other pla ces. Like 

many other Japanese we will live here forever. 

I would like to ask you a question now, may I? Is it that 

Caucasians don't think of Japanese as human beings? Is th e different 

pigment of skin forever going to give us second rate citiz enship? 

We have our men in the services. Two months ago my brother wa s listed 

as missing. We have the same emotions as you. America is our land. 

Japan means nothing to us. No more than it does to an Ameri can, Italian 

or German. Have the latter been accorded the same lot as Am erican 

born Japanese? How can the men in battle feel when they kn ow that 

here at home this is happening. What does it mean to the min orities 

of the world to realize that in free America there are many l evels of 

citizenship; that equal rights have no meaning; that peop le are not 

free? What does it all mean? All of our friends are asking the same 

uestion: "WHAT DO THE CAUCASIANS THINK?« 

J. B. Schwartz 



IX 

"I am twenty-two and was born and raised in California. I ha ve 

two sisters and two brothers. May is seventeen and will grad uate from 

high school in June of this year. She's already had many off ers for 

employment but will take a secretarial course before finall y accept-

ing any job. Jen is twenty-one and graduated from high school in 

California, At present she's working as a power machine ope rator. 

Both of my brothers ere in the armed services. Ben is twBnt y-five 

and is living at the XWCA; he leaves for camp at the end of the 

month. My oldest brother, John, is twenty-seven and has bee n in New 

Caledonia for over a year. He's a staff sergeant and is as  proud of 

himself as we are of him. Our parents are both dead. My father died 

shortly after we arrived at camp. My mother died when we were all 

very young. Father never remarried. He didn't believe in bri nging 

a step-mother into the home. So we all pitched in and helped  him. 

Most of the mothering was my job, because I was the oldest gi rl. 

"Like many Japanese, my father sub-let farm land and operate d 

his own vineyard. He made a very comfortable living, end we a ll 

went to school as ifcng as ww wanted. My brothers are gradua tes of 

Universities. May would have gone to the university if this hadnH 

happened because she enjoys school and is an excellent stud ent. Our 

life as children was very quiet and peaceful. 

"Hie were at camp for a long time.....from March 1941 to Ap ril 

1944: The camp at Eyla, Arizona, was never a happy piece for an yone. 

The climate is horrible.  T he buildings crack, and the furniture 

decays because it is so dry. The insects were almost alway s out of 

control! We bad to stay so long becuese we had no where else to go. 

Life has always been serious and hard for me, and so camp didn 't seem 



to be so different. I know that it was very bad on most peopl e. The 

first year was a particularly difficult one in that the pro gram and work 

was so poorly organized. Most of us (including myself) did n't have 

the initiative to act as leaders. At last we began to clamor for 

something to do. Some of us were able to work with the others . I began 

to organize the activities for the older women; others worked with the 

children. From needle work and knitting we spread out activ ities to 

every type of recreational activity. The people worked al one and in 

teams. It was a greet experience, but it just began to tap th e sur-

face of the needs for a creative camp life. I am not being cri tical 

of the government. They have a hard job on their hands. They a re 

very short handed, and much of the help they have is not trai ned or 

adequate to the job. We know all of this.•...•but why did it h ave 

to happen? There must have been a better way to solve this p roblem. 

The others like myself have decided to make the best of it. W e weren't 

strong enough to fight against Ateinjustice of the progra m. 

"My brother Ben wes on NYA while at camp and was transferr ed 

to Minneapolis because he wanted to attend Dunwoody Institu te. He 

was thrilled with the change. He urged us all to come here a nd settle 

as quickly as we could. People have really been wonderful to us. 

1 am no longer afraid of walking down the street any more. If  people 

stare at me it is only because they have normal curiousity for strange 

features. No one seems to be afraid or antagonistic. I thin k that 

I should be paid by your Chamber of Commerce because I laud your city 

so much. It is so beautiful, and the people are so kind and co nsi-

derate • 

"Many Japanese American girls have taken domestic work upo n 

their arrival to the city by choice. It wasn't that we coul dn't get 

other work in our own field. But we were frequently along and rather 



fearful of starting this way. We've felt more like being w ithin the 

circle of a family. Most of us have had very happy exper iences in this 

type of work. I feel like 1 am pert of the family I am livin g with. 

I never could have adjusted to normal living without their h elp. Mrs. 

B., my employer, has helped me grow out of my fears of being se em by 

Caucasians, and their little Judy has been wonderful for m e. She's 

the first Caucasian child that I have known in years who di dn't look 

at me with suspicion and skepticism. I've had several offers of jobs 

which would pay me twice as much as I am now earning, but I jus t haven't 

been able to leave here. Once 1 did say I'd go, but when the ti me 

arrived to depart, I just couldn't go through with it. I rec ently 

obtained a part time job in recreational work at one of the co mmunity 

houses in the city which will permit me to retain this job a s well. 

"1 am very much interested in the value of recreational work 

with people who have been injured in any way as well as for no rmal 

expression. I don't expect to get very far in the field, beca use I 

lack professional training and I don't want to go to school. Maybe 

some day I'll be able to work as a volunteer in a hospital o r recrea-

tional center helping with the men who have returned from the battle 

front. 1 could help these men feel that they were still needed . 

"But my real reason for taking this job at the recreati onal 

center is the opportunity it'll give me to show children t hat Japanese 

Americans are like any other people. If I do that, I'll fee l as if 

I've done something big for the war effort. My friends think that I 

am silly for wanting to work so hard. They think my efforts wil l 

affect so few people. But I can't but feel that there are ma ny others 

like myself with the eame desire. The sum total of all our e fforts 

must ultimately reap some fruit. Other Americans must lea rn to be 



able to walk down the street knowing that when people stare a t me it's 

only because they are curious and not because they are afrai d that I 

carry a weapon and shall "knife them in the back 11. 

J. B. Schwartz 



X 

"I em twenty years old and before the war in the Pacific I 

lived with my parents and brothers in a small community out side of 

San Francisco. My father had a large truck garden and hired a s many 

as 100 Mexican laborers during the season. While at camp I had a lot 

of experience working with the younger children and deci ded that if 

ever I had the opportunity of going to school again 1*6 ma jor in Child 

Welfare work. 

"Shortly after arriving at camp two of my brothers enlisted i n 

the armyj the oldest was called in immediately and is alrea dy seeing 

active duty. For a long time no Japanese Americans were ca lled in. 

^hen last year another brother was called. He ie now at Savag e. He 

and my sister-in-law iircited me to live with them. I was very happy 

to come as I knew that I could help in their home because my si ster-

in-law, Rose, was going to have a baby. I also hoped that wh en I 

wasn't needed in the home so much, I could look for work. Mos t of us 

at camp had heard that Minneapolis was a good city to live in and that 

there was no difficulty in finding work. 

"X think that I have been unusually lucky in coming to Min nea-

polis. When I ddscussed my training and experience at camp a nd my 

interest in nursery school work at the War Relief Office, I was im-

mediately referred to the Miss Wood's Training School tfs a ca ndidate 

for a scholarship. Miss Wood is very much interested in havin g stu-

dents from all minority groups represented in her school* S he be-

lieves that to know people of other racial or religious grou ps is the 

way to understand them. She only offers her scholarship to girls of 

other racial groups, and at present we have a Negro, a Chin ese, and 



myself in a class of forty Caucasians. The instructors and student 

body have been wonderful to me. So far everyone has been i nterested 

in knowing more about Japanese people and none seem to rese nt having 

me as a student in the school* 

"It is difficult to say what I'd like to do in the future. O ur 

family is do divided. With my parents still at cemp, I feel r ather 

lost. Once they have the means of getting a release, or the go vern-

ment makes other arrangements for them, I would like to hav e them 

come here, or I'd go to them. 

J. B. Schwartz 



X I 

"With a shrug of her slim shoulders and a smile on her lips, 

Mrs. H. began her story of the past three years "I don't know w hat 

I can tell you, but if you think it will help to understand  us, I am 

happy to do so My husband and I have been in Minneapolis for al-

most a year. He's still classed as an enemy alien. However , he re-

cently passed his thirtieth birthday and so far the presen t we doubt 

that he'll be called into service. We really came here so that he 

could be near to Savage and attend Dunwoody Institute. Pre vious to 

coming here two of my sisters and his sister had come, and th eir 

letters were so enthusiastic that we came as soon as we c ould get re-

leased from camp. 

"I am always amused when asked if I've ever been to Japan. 

Few second generation Japanese (Nisei) ever do go. If one' s parents 

are wdthy, or if one lives further north on the coast, he mi ght go. 

The strange thing is that few people realize how much chea per it is 

to go to Japan for Americans with American money than it is to go 

anywhere else. Sometimes an older eon is sent to Japan to be s een 

by aged relatives and remains to go to school. Actually J apanese 

born parents are deeply concerned, as are all foreign born parents, 

at how quickly their children shed the traditions of the o ld country. 

Many times it is only a frantic attempt to keep one's childre n closely 

bound to the home that prompts parents to send their child ren back to 

Japan. 

n l know I am better when 1 think and talk about the camp a nd 

the entire program. It's been a horrible mistake and our gove rnment 

knows it. I know that it can't be changed or the memory erased from 

the minds of those who experienced it. It was the most disillu sioning 



thing that c&uld happen to any people. Even where the agents w ere 

understanding and kindly the people were mistreated and ha rassed. But 

for the most part the agents seemed to be mad with their po wer to 

shunt people around. They glowed in their false sense of stre ngth 

and made it unnecessarily horrible for everyone else. Some times one 

can't help but believe that men doing such in the governme nt service 

must be of an inferior calibre. To be sure, they had a diffic ult job, 

but they didn't have instructions to be mean and demanding. 

"The losses to families from an economic standpoint will nev er 

be properly estimated and is not so important. But the loss to our 

sense of security, independence, and freedom was even gre ater and can 

never be rebuilt1 It will leave an indelible scar. Many Cau casians 

made capital of the resettlement project. My husband was f inancially 

very well off. He and his Caucasian partner were doing well in their 

large fruit market. His partner prevented him from selling h is share, 

and in this way we left for camp penniless. Later we heard tha t the 

partner had taken over my husband's share. It was like this wi th 

most of the American Japanese in business. Most of us lost ev erything 

and arrived at camp without even a moment o of the past. But a gain 

it wasn't the money loss which was the devastating part of the ex-

perience. It was the whole program and for what it stood. 

"Camp life is still a night mare. I shudder when I think of 

the money which is being poured into them daily and the infini tesi-

mal returns the government will receive. For what will they  have? 

Men and women broken by years of enertia. Children who will not know 

what normal family living of the American variety is like. Communal 

living by order is entirely different than by choice or indiv idual 

living within the confines of one's own family. Actually, I h ave a 

gripe against camps I suppose. I wasn't very well when we go/ to 



Topaz, and shortly after I became pregnant. My baby died a nd I feel 

that it wouldn't have if we'd had the proper medical care for her. 

But how can one expect proper care for infants when there are only 

three doctors and three nurses for over eight thousand peopl e? Dur-

ing the last year thirteen and fourteen year old girls we re being 

trained to be nurses aidesI They were only children, and yet some of 

them did the work of a nurse attending at operations, sterili zing 

instruments, and even attending at child birth. 

"Camp life is bad for people of all ages. Children are thrown 

into a new but unsupervised kind of freedom. Japanese home li fe has 

been rather restricting to its children. But at camp everyt hing is 

different. There is no home life. Families don't even eat to gether. 

The children develop a peculiar sense of irresponsibilit y. They 

sense that they can do as they please. They taunt their pare nts with: 

"The director will tell me I can do thus or so". And at the same 

time we all know that the director is too busy to know what th e 

children are doing. The situation is as demoralizing fo r the older 

adolescent and young man and woman, ^hey are all marking tim e, idling 

it away. The educational facilities are nil; furthermore, there is 

no incentive for going ahead. Young married couples have ma ny worries. 

We all want to leave camp, but most of us are poor. We have co nnec-

tions. Many of us have no trades. My husband and I were very l ucky 

as we had no children. Where there are children, there's alw ays the 

Concern of making a living. Nisei women want to take care of their 

own children. Furthermore we know how hard it is to get adeq uate 

help. We disliked camp, but most of us feared leaving because of the 

uncertainty of our reception in a new community. We though t at the 

beginning that camp was a wonderful opportunity for the ol der folks. 



Most Japanese adults have had long and hard lives. Camp shou ld have 

been one long and happy vacation. How stupid we were to hav e so false-

ly dreamed. After the novelty wore off they became as restl ess as the 

younger people. Today they clamor to leave camp. But for what ? Where 

can they go? How will they remain self-supporting? After t he war, 

with the needs of peace time, will they be the first to be un employed? 

And what will be the effect of many unemployed Japanese? 

tt My husband and I have been very fortunate in Minneapolis. He 

went to Dunwoody and was immediately placed in a factory w here he is 

working as a machinist, Dnring the first week I obtained e mployment 

at the department store alteration department. It is not ex actly the 

kind of work for which I am trained, but Minneapolis has few places 

where they manufacture costume-made clothing for women. H owever, my 

employers have been wonderful to me and I thirik the experie nce has 

been invaluable. Recently I have had several offers for othe r jobs, 

but am uncertain about making a change. Jobs have been remar kably 

easy for Nisei to obtain. 

"If we have met with any anti-Japanese feeling here it has be en 

with Rousing. At first I thought we had trouble because ther e was 

a housing shortage. Later I "caught on". It was because of the pig-

ment of my skin that I couldn't get into a decent home, I'd ca ll a 

prospect by phone and everything seemed agreeable, but w hen they saw 

either myself or husband the rooms would be rented, or they w ould 

suggest that we call at another time. Our present arrangem ent was 

only a lucky break. We are sharing the home of a young Caucasi an 

couple. The men recently left for camp, and now there is on ly his 

wife. It is not too happy an arrangement as it is hard for two women 

to try to manage in one kitchen. I have my way and she has he rs. 

"Most of my unhappiness about our living conditions are m ore 



real than the above. My husband and I are anxious to get settl ed. One 

can't feel that way living in someone else's home. We don' t own a 

piece of furniture here. We would like to start to build a hom e again. 

Xes, we'd even buy, if we could find something. Together we ea rn enough 

money to do so. If we could find a place of our own, we could s end for 

what furniture we have stored in our church. What we have l eft is not 

very valuable, but it means a great deal to us. They are the f irst 

things we ever bought together. We are very much concerne d about our 

things which are being stored in that the Church Federal of Am erica 

recently issued a new edict giving permission to the church es of 

California, which have stored the furniture for evacuees, that they 

might open the wings used for storage purposes. It would be most un-

fair if they were permitted to do so, in that everyone's pos sessions 

would be lost forever. There's a movement on foot to add a stip ula-

tion to the edict, making it unlawful to open the storage plac es with-

out first shipping the furniture to the rightful owners. 

nWe would also like to get a large enough house so that my 

parents who are in Grandda, Colorado, and my husband's mothe r who is 

in Topaa, Utah, could come here to us. My father with a li ttle help 

could find something to do, but alone he is afraid to ventur e forth. 

We would not feel safe in urging them to come unless we coul d at least 

provide housing. 

nWe discuss very frequently that the government might do w ith 

the thousands of people who remain in camps. Many of us bel ieve that 

if the men or women were given a lump sum of money, and ref erred to 

communities similiar to what they've been accustomed, tha t within a 

short time they could adjust normally and again become produ ctive 

citizens. So many Japanese are skilled, industrious farme rs, that they 

could give profitably for themselves and their country. But this way, 



each passing month means that they become more discouraged , bewildered 

•.....•and more and more unlikely to adjust to any kind of n ormal liv-

ing. 

"Minneapolis is a beautiful city. We thought there was nothi ng 

like life on the coast. I am sorry  he had to learn about other places 

in the way we did. I don't think that I shall ever be lonesome for 

the coast; even to go there on a vacation seems distastefu l to me. 

Here I move about with other Americans, and although they seem to 

look at me with strangeness in their eyes, I have never encoun tered 

any fear or resentment. I hope that this feeling can weat her a de-

pression, or a wave of anti-Japanese feeling. Actually w e are Ameri-

cans, and are only being punished because the pigment, of ou r skin 

permits us to be separated from other Americans. 

J. B. Schwartz 



XII 

My interview with Mr. M. turned out to be more or less of a 

panel discussion. When I arrived at his home to keep the app ointment 

I had arranged for, I found not only Mr. M., but two other me n also 

waiting for me. He introduced the older man as a close frie nd of 

his who had just recently come to Minneapolis, and the other as his 

younger brother, a student at the University. 

Mr. M. and his wife are both American born, and have two 

children, a girl seven, and a boy five. My host received hi s ele-

mentary and high school education in the states, and then w ent on to 

business college. His wife is a graduate of a California university. 

Their home was very lovely and in excellent taste. It is  in one of 

the better residential sections of the city. 

Mr. M. and his father were in a very successful marketing 

business in California consisting of several traúk farms, wholesale 

ftouses, and retail stores. He felt that the evacuation order wou ld 

come, and began liquidating his business some time before i t went 

into effect. He feels that this move saved him from the seri ous 

losses suffered by some of the other Japanese. His Calif ornia home 

and the various branches of his business are all leased out f or the 

duration, and unless something happens to change his mind b efore then, 

he expects to return to California and resume operation of t hem 

personally after the war. 

He worked for the cooperative grocery unit of the relocatio n 

camp where he was sent, and therefore spent most of his time t ravel-

ing over the country on its business. He has an older brother w ho is 

stationed at the school at Camp Savage, who wrote enthusia stically of 

Minnesota—-urging them to come out to Minnesota and settl e. Therefore, 



when hi3 business took him to Chicago, he came to Minneapol is to 

visit his brother, and to look over the city. He liked it, and so 

went back to the camp and planned with his wife to come to Minn eapolis. 

He sent her ahead to find a horn© while he finished his bus iness in the 

cooperative food service. 

She finally wrote in despair that it was impossible to rent  a 

house because people refused to have Japanese tenants, so he told her 

to buy one. She waited until he came, and they bought their pr esent 

home. They learned a few months after they moved in that the ne igh-

bors had made quite a fuss about their moving into the neig hborhood, 

but they had already purchased the home and couldn't back  down now. 

However, he doesn f t feel that there has been much overt unpleasant-

ness, His little son seems to have done a great deal to ease t he 

situation by making friends of all the neighbor children an d later 

of their parents. 

Hi3 guest, who had recently arrived in Minneapolis looking f or 

a business opportunity, and hoping to make a home for his fa mily here 

has run into some discrimination. He had already paid earne st money 

on a combined restaurant business and living apartment, whi ch was 

located above the business quarters, when things reached a deed lock 

because the other tenant who shared the upstairs living qu arters, 

which are divided into two apartments, refused to live ther e if 

Japanese moved in, A settlement has not yet been reached. 

Mr.  M*s younger brother, Mr. C., who is a bacteriology student 

at the  n Un , explains his good fortune in being admitted to the  ff Uw 

when so many Nisei were refused, by saying he is one of the "lu cky 

six". It seems that six students were admitted some time ago  and 

that admittance has been almost impossible since then. H owever, he 

feels that there is much less discrimination here than th ere is in 



the universities on the Pacific coast. "But I stick pretty cl ose to 

my lab.," he says with a grin, "Less change of running into anything 

unpleasant that way." 

All three of the men seemed to feel that the younger Nis6i 

were better off in the middle west than on the coast because o f the 

larger field of vocational opportunities. That this group has been 

forced to spread into less densely Japanese populated ar eas they felt 

was for the better. However, they felt that the older peo ple and the 

family groups would on the whole remain in the camps, desirin g to 

return to their old homes and business after the war. 

They discussed some of the looting and unpleasant incidents 

on the Pacific coast involving Japanese as dispassionatel y as they 

discussed the treatment of the Negroes in the south. Perhap s, I 

should say impersonally rather than dispassionately. The closest 

the conversation came to any show of emotion or intense f eeling was 

when Mr. M spoke of his "so called friends" who said that they knew 

he was not a spy, but how could they be sure all the other Nise i 

weren't. 

Jean Mahaffy 



XIII 

It really was a pleasure to interview Miss K. She is such a 

normal, happy, wholesome nineteen year old American girl. Perhpps I 

would be more accurate if I said Nisei but somehow such a mod ification 

of her Americanism seems absurd. She is so like any nineteen  year old 

college freshman you might meet on any American campus. 

"My father," Miss K. told me, "came to the United States when 

he was twelve years old end went through school here. Then he went 

back to Japan to be married. I don't know how true his story  is, 

but he always delights in telling us about the two little si sters he 

used to play with in Japan before he came to America. And ho w when he 

was twelve years old and going away, he decided he would pick o ut one 

of them for his future wife. He says he picked the youngest because 

she was so jolly even if she was a little too fat and rolly -polly. 

Then when he went back, a young man to marry her, he found his  little 

playmate had grown into a beautiful girl. Well, they got ma rried and 

he hurried back to America to build a home and business so he could 

send for her. After he had been gone awhile mother discovered she was 

pregnant, and so they decided she had better wait until she had her 

baby before she came across the ocean. That baby was my sis ter. She 

is twenty-four now and is a graduate of a five year college nurse's 

course. is teaching here in the hospital where I am trainin g. She's 

really very brilliant. 

"She has tried everything to become a citizen; she wants that 

so badly.  s he tried to join the Red Cross and the Waves—anything 

to get her citizenship. She's written everyone, even Eleano r Roose-

velt. They tell her that she had better wait until after the war, 

but she write back that she knows about people who have gott en their 

papers during the war. She'll just keep on trying and tryin g until 



she gets it. 

"My brother who is also older than I, is now in the paratroops . 

He was a student at the Washington State University and got a job in 

the bio-chem lab. He wrote the school authorities and had i t all fixed 

up to go on at the "U" here. But when he got here they wouldn't a dmit 

him or give him the job they had promised. He felt awfully bad about 

it." 

I interrupted Miss K. here to mention that the doctor whom sh e 

had referred to as her brother's correspondent had died a bout a year 

ago. She was very excited and said she would write her brother  about 

it immediately. It would sort of restore his faith in some o ne whom 

he had admired greatly. 

"Brother is such a wizard at bio-chem and loves it so much," 

she continued. "But he felt that the Nisei should show peop le that 

they really wanted to be citizens and pay for the privileg e as well 

as receive benefits from it. So he enlisted. He says it is up to 

every Nisei, especially, to do their part in this war. He's a wfully-

pleased about being put in the paratroops. 

"We had been skiing that Sunday morning when Pearl Harbor was 

bombed, and we came home to find father awfully mad and mothe r so sad. 

I felt so funn£ going to school an the bus the next day—as tho ugh 

everyone were staring at me. Some of our friends wore butto ns that 

siad 'I am Chinese 1, but we didn't because everyone knew we were 

Japanese anyhow. We lived in a Caucasian neighborhood bec uase father 

doesn't believe in living and mingling too much with only Ja panese, 

and there were only a few Orientals in the high school I went  to. I 

think we were treated more pleasantly because of this than  others in 

Seattle. But it never had been as bad in Washington as it was in 

California. However, the Japanese people were pretty scar ed right 



after Pearl Harbor. I remember how mother used to worry an d cry when 

father would be late coming home from work. 

"Well, they decided that my brother and sister should l eave the 

coast before they had to go to a camp. They decided to go to M inne-

sota because they thought the skiing would be good there. So many 

good skaters come from Minnesota. When we got here we just co uldn't 

believe there weren't any mountains. Anyhow that's why the y picked 

Minnesota, and then because the "U tt  was here they decided on Minnea-

polis. That's when my brother write to the "U M. My sister knew she 

could probably get a job anywhere because of the shortage of nurses. 

I wasn't coming at first, but I cried and made such a fuss a bout its 

not being fair, that finally it was decided that X could come too. 

So I did and finished at a high school here. When I graduate d I 

thought I would go into the WAVES, but I would have to wait a ye ar and 

mother was so anxious for me to get started in nurse's trai ning that 

I went into the cadet nurse corps instead. I was going down to St. 

Mary's at Rochester at first, but when father found out that t here 

were already thirty-five Niseis there he said not to. He d oesn't 

believe in going where there are too many Japanese. 

"I have a year and a half left now, and then 1 hope to go to 

the "U" for my B. S. degree and specialize in public healt h nursing. 

Father doesn't believe in paying things on the installment plan so 

he paid all three years of my tuition at once. Now that the g overn-

ment is paying it for the cadet nurses, I can't get it back. Oh well— 

"Mother and Father stayed in Seattle and sold the house and 

business. It was kind of hard and made us kids awfully ro ad. We had 

waited eight years to build our house and now we 3old it for  two 

thousand less than it was worth. We sold it to father's b est friend. 

He's a Chinese. He said we should feel free to come back anyt ime. 



Father sold his interstate trucking business to a larger fir m. They 

were nice also, and said he could buy it all back after the wa r. But 

we won't ever go back. 

"Mother and Father have been living in a camp, but now they are 

coming out here to live with us. It is kind of hard for Father t o 

start all over again in business. We didn't feel any kind of di scri-

mination here in Minneapolis until we tried to find a home f or our 

parents. We hunted and hunted and sometimes we were all set and payed 

down on the rent, and then they would decide they couldn 't have 

Japanese. Finally we rented a house from a Mormon family and every-

thing was fine. But a committee of the neighbors met and sa id we 

couldn't move into the neighborhood. My sister insisted on talking 

to them, and she told them that she couldn't understand this when they 

were supposed to be fighting for democracy. It made me feel aw fully 

bad because they were all Catholics like we are. I just cou ldn't 

understand it. They said they would bother us and make things  so 

unpleasant we would have to move out. But my sister is awfully per-

severing and she kept talking to them about democracy and e verything 

until finally they gave in. I am still kind of scared of livi ng there 

though." 

Jean Mahaffy 



XIV 

This fifty-eight year old Japanese gentlemen looked very mu ch 

like a shoe maker out of a children's fairy t«*le or like an Or iental 

version of Santa Claus. He had the typical small build a nd short 

stature of his race, but the thing you first noticed and c arried with 

you long after wards was his gentle twinkling eyes with t he tired 

lines around them» 

He told me that he had been through high school in Japan which , 

he explained, provided education comparable to our junior college 

level. He left Japan as a young man with his wife and four mon ths 

old son and settled in Seattle where in 1912 he learned the t rade of 

a photographer in which he is engaged today. 

When he spoke of working in the developing room of the photo -

graphic studio in which he is employed in Minneapolis, 1 sa id I was 

familiar with dark rooms because I had been an X-Ray techni cian. At 

this he looked very pleased and interested and told about his work in 

the X-ray laboratories of the relocation center where he wa s confined 

prior to his settling in Minneapolis. In regard to the reloca tion 

centers he was very reticent. However, he seemed to feel tha t his 

people were treated as well and fairly as was possible in a s ituation 

which had inherent in it so little satisfaction for the in ternees. 

There was no doubt, however, about his feelings that the Japa nese who 

moved from the centers to settle in the interior were much better off 

no matter what discrimination and prejudice they met. Back o f this 

certainty on his part could be felt the whole terrific press ure of his 

cultural background which was so insistent on self-suffi ciency. As 

he said when commenting on the fact that Oriental make up su ch a small 

segment of our criminal and public relief population, "It is a great 



shame to a whole family which never in its life can be chan ged that ohe 

should be in prison or on relief." 

This Japanese citizen, who has lived in this country for about 

forty years, has living with him now his wife, a daughter in high 

school, and a son. Another daughter is a nurse at St. Mayy 's Hospital 

in Roohester. He experienced some difficulty in finding h ousing here. 

On two occasions he interviewed a prospective landlord an d paid a de-

posit on a home only to be called by phone the next day and tol d that 

it would be impossible for them to have Japanese tenants. H owever, 

he says he is satisfied with the quarters he finally found in which he 

is now living. 

Minneapolis, he feels, is a much better place to live in than 

is Seattle. His youngest daughter, who attends a Minneapo lis high 

school in which there are four other Japanese students, is, he feels, 

very happy here and finds the situation preferable to tha t existing 

on the west coast. He said that although some of his pe ople were re-

maining in the camps because they wanted to live on the coast after 

the war, he wanted very much to stay here. 

His consuming desire that his son be permitted to study at th e 

University of Minnesota seemed to be his main concern at t he present 

time. The son has applied, but the father seemed to feel li ttle hope 

that he would be accepted. Yet, he was pathetically eager t o have me 

assure him that some possibility existed of this precious pr ivilege 

being granted. 

"My son,* he pleaded, "was only four months old when he cam e 

to America, but he cannot be a citizen. He is not a Nisei. But h e 

went to grammar school, high school, and a year at the Univ ersity of 

Washington. He's an American; he belongs here." 

I asked what field his son was interested in, and he explain ed 



that he had majored in mathematics which he had taught in th e center. 

Somehow after talking with this gentle Japanese father, his son's 

college education mattered a lot to me as well as to him. 

Jean Mahaffty 


