EVACUATION & RESETTLEMENT STUDY
SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI
MATSUNAGA  10-5-43

FIELD NOTES: INTERVIEW WITH EMORY KENNEDY, SAINT LOUIS RELOCATION OFFICER

I1:

Eow are things getting along, Mr, Kennedy?

K. Jobs are plentiful; they're getting broader. HNousing is getting more and

o
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more difficult. Things are at a standstill now; no one's coming out.

Why do you think that resettlement is considered to have been more success-
ful in Saint Louis than in Chicago, for instance?

The Saint Louis community has been passively resistant--it hasn't rushed

the evacuees off their feet, Jobs are more abundant_in Chicago, and so the
money-seekers go there, Take any two people with about the same abilities:
the one who's after money will be the less desirable type of person, BEmploy-
ment here is not too good, so those who get jobs have gotten them through
someone already here, That is, they've made contacts through friends; and,
consequently, you have a more congenial group.

Another thing is that thete aren't many here, The churches have not
been active, though they have had a plan for a long time to put into‘effect
as soon as they get any money--but they've had it for months, Twice the
number of those here could be cared for if the church group got busy into
active work,

e have stressed the importance of not congregzatinzg if they want to
make a long-time adjustment in the city. Take Tad Yoshimine, who's the
foreman of the boys out at the Helwig Brothers' farm out in the county;
he's taken it upon himself as his personal business to see that the boys
don't congregate, that they don't drink or gamble, Fe takes it as his
personal resronsibility, He has them go arcund in two's and three's about
town when they come in, instead of in big crowds,

The number coming in has been slow and small,
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I guess the July 4th issue of the Fost-Dispatch was about the most favorable
publicity for resettlement in Saint Louis. It was the bright idea of the OWI
lady, and the pressman was in a hurry to go on a vacation so he didn't argue
much. I gave them several original ideas--phrases which hadn't been used
before, suck as"Japanese American#¥; otherwise they would have just said

" Japanese," *

*The July 4, 1943, Sunday"R "section of the Saint Louis Post-Dispatch ,
carried a full page of Ypodbogravure pictures of resettled persons in various Jjobs
in Saint Louis, Though the origin of the idea of the picture story may have been
from the "OWI lady," there were many contributing factors bte—cemdeblmte to its
favorable presentation, The photographer and story man for the feature had earlier
done a two-page colored photo-spread for "Pictures" of life in Rohwer Relocation
Center, which showed their sympathetic understanding of the evacuation and reloce-
tion prozram as having existed before beginning the feature on Saint Louis, Accord-
ing to the statements of the photozrapher, k¥km the WRA, the OWI, and the Campus Y
had been contacted for ideas of pictures as well as specific names of people with
jobs. The secretary to the Y executive on campus arranged with the photographer
to have pictures of zroups of students taken in the midst of Caucasian contacts
in normal campus activities; she suggested, also, other persons who might be contacted
and submitted ideas for shots. In addition to these arrangements, the story-man
interviewed rather extensively wikk one of the subjects in the pictures for a "good
humen interest story."(fhe story-man's words.,) It was stressed in the interview
with the nisei subject that the word "Japanese" be avoided in referring to these
people--thdﬁ'they preferred to be called "Americans'; and, if necessary, add "of
Japanese ancestry,”

I: About how many resettlers do you think we ought to have in Saint Louis and
what kind of people do you think they ought to be?

K: I guess about 500; there are now about 350 altogether, counting those out on
the farm in the county. We ought to avoid the zoot-suiters,

I: How far do you think that the responsibility of the WRA should go? What
kind of services is the WRA suppose to give?

K: You can probably get better information on that-from the Waslington office,as
far as our functions go.

I: But how do you interpret those functions ziven your office?

K: We try to fit Jobé to people ratherj%::}le to jobs, That certainly is not

the overall WRA policy. It varies greatly. .



We try to make our program as practical as possible, We never leave the

impression of forcing people; we avoid high pressure on the employer, I tell him

that here's a man with this experience; if such training and experience interests
him, then he can hire him if he wants.

The evacuee is made to feel a reasonable amount of responsibility for himself.
I attempt to keep it off the service idea basis., If a person comes into the office
looking fof a job, I give him a few interview leads; and while he's on his way over
to interview the employer, I make a phone call to make it easier for him, 1 want
to make them feel that they're standing on their own feet as much as possible,
even if they aren't.

We discourage a*much as possible Jjumping from job to Jjob, unless there's
definite indication of a person's inability to fill a job after a period of tria],..‘a.]‘m‘_
If a person can clear with his past employer, we'll help him get a second job,

We feel it is definitely not'our responsibility to take on the responsibility
of social adjustment except to ae-access to regular commnity channels. Tor
instance, I've contacted the Red Cross for vocational guldance, I've talked to
the Sockhl Planning Board to see how that organization might be used. The WRA
of fice is temporary; they've got to lean more on the normal institutions of the
commnity for recreational and social problems.

1: Vhat is the major problem or problems of your officel

K: FHousing.
I: Vhat do you think can or ought to be done about it?
K: The problem of housing can be helped a lot through the condacts made with the

churches, such as the work of the Baptist and Congregational Clurch.*

*Meither the Baptist nor Congregational Churches have any plan of housing for
resettlers, though some individuals have found housing through individuals
connected with these ychurches, A perusal of the activities of all organizations
in the area working resettlement indicates no plan for handling the housing

situation except the Campus Y, which regularly maintains a housing list for
out-of-town students, .
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To this point, the conversation was noted rather carefully to be recalled and
reconstructed as it has appeared in the question and answer form in the eﬁf&ier
section of these notes, This was done immediately in order to maintain the exact
statements of Mr. Kennedy as faor as possible. The following items were not noted |

in the office, but recorded later in the evening.

The War Relocation Agthority office in Saint Louis is located in the Paul

Brown Building in the heart of the shopping and business district under the direction
of Mr, Emory Kennedy, a former high school principal in Missouri, with the assistance
of an assistant relocation officer and two stenographic workers, one of whom is
& nisei,

The fathee of the investigator accompanied her to the office and engageds
in the conversation where it pertained to the broader aspects of the relocétion
and resettlement program other than with the local problems discqfssed by
Mr, Keenedy. Inasmuch as he was president of the Community Cooperative Enterprises
in his center on a business trip in the Middlewest, much of the conversation
centered about the possibility of cooperative farm resettlement; it was his contention
that the saturation point of people avdilable for the kind of jobs now being
found by the VRA offices in the city had been reached, It was his belief that
some program of farm resettlement and resettlement for families needed attention
if the program was to reach more than the single people without dependents,

Mr, Kennedy wss of the belief that such a program could not be worked out.
The following seemed to be a summary of his reasons: He said, "Why can't we find
normal families with initiative, just as we've had pormal individuals coming out
to take jobs? Should they expect a subsidization? I wonder what the average
bum on the street would think if the government were to make it possible for
the evacuees to start farms with government moﬁey? If I mExxxivEniikeizksnze

st dxs skt ngx BExt ke xbastarcould have what
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the people in the centers want, I'd take it tommrrow and go on a farm, even if T
have been in education for 18 years,” I don't believe in any group resettlement,
for as soon as you have a group of people with more or less the same interests,
you'll have them protecting their group interests again# the others in the general
population, They'll begin to think that they're better and be more willing to
cooperate with members of the group then with the white community and you'll create
antagonism, If the government is going to subsidize farm resettlement, it should
be done an entirely individﬁal basis, so that they won't try to compete with the
other farmers and get the idea to drive them out of business, Just the other day,
I was riding in car with a couple of boys from the Helwig farms; we were passing
a nursery on a highway. One of them said,'Boy, I wish I could start a nursery
here; I'd drive the other guy out of business in no time.' Why can't they come
out like this dentist, whe had a lot of nerve--a lot more than most nisei--
and opened up an office in Saint Louis] My secretary tells me that he's getting
along just fine, He showed some initiative!

"I've tried to work on Missouri farm resettlement,because Missouri has a lot
of undeveloped farm land. But I can't n%E?“any of the fifty that have gone through
this office,saying that they are surveying possibilities for farm resettlement,
to go up to the river bottoms near Jeffersén City to look at the possibilities there .,
I've talked to the owner to let them work on an e%perimental basis for fall
vegetables after working a few months as laborers, But not one will even take
the initiative to go up, What have these fifty been doing?

The evacuees have to meet us half way--show some initiative. Evean you
leaders have to get over the ideas that discourage initiative, instead, you ought
to encourage initiative, Don't subuit to the idea that they've got to have so
mach to come out. Other people have lived for years onrthe wage th:t the peorle
in the centers say would be too little for their family; how do they lmow conditions?

"The issei are more understanding than the young nisei, Their more

willing to fulfill their part, They show more initiatdve ang
, more



resﬁonsibility.“

At this point, the investigator suggested that it might be because the issei
are more submissive., He quite definitely said, "No; I think you're very mistaken,"
The father o the investigator said that the young people probably spend money
more freely, since they haven't the resyonsibility of dependents and a family; and
were probably less comsciencious about their jobs, To that,Mr., Kennedy replied,
#These young people save their money. I have people who hgggttuo or three jobs
so that they can save their extra earnings. They save their momey all right.%¥

WSome of the evacuees tell me that I've got to understand them. Well, they've
got to make some attempt to understand us, Meet us half.way, The Middlewest,
as far that's concerned, will be Gfx all right if you don't hurry them. The

¥iddlewest is pretty slow to catch fire,"

At this stage of study of the WRA policy in Saint Louis, the investigator
does not venture any interpretation of the above near-verbatim statements., However,
they may be of eventual use in comparing the differences and similepities of

resettlement in various cities under observation.
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Interview with Miss Lois Phillips--p. 2

you can see A

that he wrote down that point in his letter that accompanied

of nemes, I felt that the emphasis on that should come from elsewhere--

the WRA or myself,

We have attempted to get other groups, and there have been a number of churches

4aCh

in the city that have had people come out to our gatherings, T can give you a
1ist of those churches, [See later notes./ Imily Johnson was very active from

Church; I t,_ k that she was planning to do something of this
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Interview with Miss Lois Fhillips--p. 7

There's -one girl whoE everyone says

but I don't think that anyone

8l |

after the FOR zmk Christmas party at Eden,a

JOne of the wealthie
d@ such a good
I sald that there was
no reason for her te feel otherwise. She went on to say that he
was such anice imwkiwx boy who told her all about his red convert-
ible car and thingslike that. It wasn't s much that they were
of a different race that mattered; they were from the same class.,
Here we have the Japsnese and the Negroes swimming together
and playing together, though not many dance together., lie've always
had a few with us each Saturday. Some of the fine women of the -
church are very fine in all respects except when it comes %o
daneing or swimming with Negroes. I heard one of the wmen remark,
"I guess I.could learn something about democracy from these
Japanese young folks,"
+He've been talking about having a basketball tean from our

InterAmerican group for the Hunicipal League, which I think is

Bird
sponsored by either the YMCA or the city. Cannon geewge thought

that there might be some difficulty plajing on the League with
Negro boys on the team. I told this to one of the boys who comes
to the Christ Chureh Sunday School, who said kkax, "Don't worry
lMiss Phillips; we'd love %o have them play in the gg;g;;xSchool

league, This boy is a fine negro boy from Webster Groves, whose

mother is a high school prineipal there.




Interview with Miss Lois Phillips=e=p.8 -

One of the problems that we had in the beginning was how we
would elect officers. TWe thought that there should be many turns
and changes at first until we were better orgaﬂized; we decided to
llave officsrs change quarterly because there were s0 many who
stayed in Saint Louls Xonly ashort time. 'ie thought this would
make it more continuous. On Janamary 6th we're going to decide
whether we should continue on this quarterly basis. I rather
think that from then we can have officers annusfiy. Until then
gx we had decided to go on the original articles of organization.
/See later notes./,

They have been talking about having regular dues, which would
mean a paid membership. That 1s certainly getting to approach
g club, with a elear gut and tenuous paid membership.r Gradually
they're beginning to accept the idea that it's all right to meet
in large groups. At first, the-nisel were afrald that there
wouldn't be enough peogle to even hold pgatherings.

In January, then,ﬁe may have officers with a year's tenure,
and we will probably appoint more standing committees and plan
s more clearly formulated program.

I've observed another change that wasinfluenced mostly

by the age change, At first, we had just young people,Who
would naturally be more interested in just the_gym and swimming
pool. Gradually,as we had older people coming, they wanted
something besides just recreation. The refugees from Europe are

older, amd they have the student qualities of maturity. Mr.

Brauner says that we can't be lst down to the populdar level if

we're going to keep going for long.

.

Eriks Nahrendor ff/one of the European refugees who




Interview with Mies Lois Phillips--p.9

has been attending fegularly./ wxxxaitEx attend d & meeting

of the Progressive Bducation Association of Saint Louls last spring,

where she told about the gatherings at Chri hure They wsre

very intsrested; t ey were even surprissd to hear about the group

and felt it was a shame that they weren't using tthe group mors

for educational purposes throughout t he city. One of the men

at te mesting was surprised that it had kEptxuEExERxXERxX kept

up so well with just a prozram of rsereation. Of eourse, we

must reslize, that t e bmilding was built for recreation, but

there's acival ly nothing to»apﬁeal to thh mores mature. Who

wants to ccme here andjust plgy a few dull gamss around the

table if thgy don't want to dance®
We could have gpeakers here; thsrs are many small rooms here

thaf we couliﬁave. Wemight even have an exhibit of hamiimxafy

art pf the Orient or:hemonetration. I think that we shouldaim

for agreater variety of things going on at the same time in

diffcrent parts of the biilding.

Thus far, we haven't asked mueh of them, but do you think

some o0f the older womank would beinterestad in making costumes
for our Sunday Schooll We've never had any asuthentic costomes,
and they would be very useful. I alwayslike to have smmething
permanent to have the group remembered by. The Cathedral would
pay for the material, of course; and perhaps it will give smme
of the older women an opporthﬂity to.gat together and visit.

What do you think of the idea of having the Christ
Church Cathedral give a tea and invite the InterAmas:ican group
and some of the interestsd personé in t s eity to a tea during
Christmas week? It wouldgive the women a chance to do something,

such as making a few fl ower arrvangemen ts. li®s., Tanaka (psuen.)




Interview with Migs Lois Phillips--p. 10

quite an expert, you know; she wrote & took on if, I believe.

¥rctxmxxnirwexmixrtxatesx  could have mme of the people
the ,church meet these people; an%‘would be at a time when
“r
they would want to be doinz somet ing like that.
#e have also though * giving an Oriental dinner, though
it wuldmean alot
We wonuld charge somsthing sextraveganty and esrn & 1little extra
money. Nothing too much, bub wa've only been charging thirty-
£i ve cents for our suopers ; we might charge sixty-five or
seventy-five cents. If we're &l 1 together in one Dplace sdd
sested sround the table, we might have a speaker; it would
so much batter then going into an auditorium, which would
more flormal wa mish+ awenm hewng Bishop Seorlett, I
know that be would love To eoue,

+1 i s E
the games ORI S tat Bhat

equipment. I'm sure that we should have a few more plng-pong
tanleas.
problemx is that of having common recreation
48 ought to break uwp into imnterest groups
have cOAQurraﬁt types of kxixga things.
though, and I think we're goinc to have a
picture projector soom. ©One of the hoys says that he
one at home, and he's zoing to send for 1iu.
t hnd adequabe musie for eur danecing. wel've Dbésn run=-
» op 8 shoestring.: But thew wmntsd the sroup ite carry the
now, We'lve just
bsen poilng on ssrvice., Fel've beenm able to go em Treeious little

except 8 our earnestness and our convictilonsxz to hold tegelher.




Interview with Miss Lols Phillips--p,.
ows peopls have felt responsible about ceominp, when
wonld rather have gome o a xXhew movie.
the problem that we have to declde abeul  our
My capae as sdviser te the group. With the Christ
Chureh Cethedral I'm a socidl worker for the Eplscopal Missionsk
I axxixkxkhe bake care of the cases refefreé to mée by our chaplain,
who does work with prisens and jalls. 1 take ecare of all cial
problems thet come Lo Bishop Tuttls. My position is with the Diecesan

Fouse, rather than the Cathedral, however. . But I teaeh Sunday schoel

sere and am' a member of ths churech.

In an infom sl conversation with Mrs. R., who knows lliss
saving yorked together on the religions education comml

4 N

hav
Fhillipd, something was lsarned of hef status with the Cathec aL.

pesreon

Mrz, R. said, ®liss Prillips 1s a very fime, but she has some

.y

o

+hat make her old-malddsh. That's the only eritieism that

>

her. B8he's 'a fine perseon! 1%x And I like her very much,

66666666




'xrofganizﬁtion Plén -

This group, to be known as Interfmerican House, will meet reg-
ularly on ~aturday night, at Pishop Tuttle Memorial, 1210 Locust.
It's proqram is primarily social and recreational, with some em-
phasis on cultural and educational interests, and interchange of
ideas and experiences. It aims to integrate into the community
new meémbers from any country, or any section of this country, on
an inter-racial basis.

This being a church organization the natural avenue of reference
is held to be through other churches.

InterAmerican House shall operate by a rotating chairmanship
and functional committees, elected quarterly, as follows:

a General Chairman whose function shall be to preside at bus-
iness meetings, to co-ordinate the work of
all officers and comnittees, and to fill
vacancies when they occur between elections.

a Recording Secretary to keep minutes, to mail notices and to
keep mailing files up to date.

a Corresponding ~ecretary to register attendance at meetings,
to provide name tags, to notify the
Recording Secretary of new names, &
to receive all payments.

a Treasurer to keep all money and pay bills itemized and signe
0 i

Zh Program Chairman to arrange programs for regular meetings
a

Games Chairman to take charge of games and ecgulpment
These two committees are chaged with the responsibility for Keep-
ing the party moving.

a Supper Chairman and Co-chairman to arrange suppers & refresh
ments.

No dues will be assessed but a box for offerings will be in a
conspicuous place each evening. Supper charges will be addition-
al.

The General Chairman shall authorize all expenditures and purch-
ase methods, and all arrangements involving use of the building.

The next election shall be the second week in January,'44.

The post of Advisor will carry over the year,subject to the usual
impeachment proceedings.

A Steering Committee appointed by the Advisor brought in the or-
ganization plan and the slate which were both adopted. The Stesr-
ing Committee will act in an advisory capacity through the cuar-
ter.
Officers

General Chcirman= Ernst Brauner, 3937 McPherson NE.0430

Rec. Secretary -Lily Nakamura, 4903 Forest Park R00320

Cor. Séecretary- May Imakiri, 818 Olive CE %200

Treasurer- Sam Shiozawa, 5527 Cates TFO 9409

Program Chairman- Erika Nahrendorf, 6010 Kingsbury DE 2830

Games Chairman -Kei Hori, 4960 Parkview FO 3267

Supper Ch.irman -Frances Kimura, 4954 VW.Pine RO. 2376
Co<Chairman -Berita Quinn, 4483 Inright FR 5458

Advisor- Lois Phillips - 1210 Locust St. CE 9081

Al Doi George Aki
Ernst Brauner May Imakiri
Lily Nakamura Betty Stuard
~ Emily Johnson Kei Hori
Erika Nahrendorf Norio Higano
L.Il a
August 14,1943 Steering Committee
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Letter from Dean Sidney B.Sweet to niscl and oths» groups.
‘ret InterAmeriean Night

November 30, 1943
Matsunaga

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL . i
SAINT LOUIS (Letterhead|

Sidney E. Swest

May 10, 1943

You are 1lanvited to a meeoting & an & goclal and reerssti

an international group at Bilshop Tuttle Memorial, 1210 Loocust Streety

15th, at 7;30 pm. We belelve that ir a tim of strain and
will be a fine thing for us all to meet and get acquainted

with people from other ecountries who are now part of our commmnity.

We will have members of your own church In to meet you after we know

you. We hope you will meet your o0ld friends,here and maks new ones,
(par. )

There are faclllties fer basket-ball, hadminton, ping-pong, swimming,
dancing, table-games and musiec.
(par.)
You are

Later the roof-garden will be open.

ErE urged to attend this epening to discuss how the

program shall be carried on. Your epinion will help uws to plan

or the whole group. If yon eanot come but would 1like

'@ further norices, write or phone Miss Lois Phillips, 1210

&

Street, CEntral 9081,

You are always welcome at Christ Crurch Cathedral, It is on the

ind 11 bus lins, and one bleck from the Delmar car line.

Sinecerely,

Sidnevy R
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Letter from Larry Tajiri to Fred Fertig
res JACL .

Hatsunaga

November 29, 1943

PACIFIC (seal) CITIZEN
Beason Building
Salt Lake City 1, Utah
Nov, 24, 1943

Dear Fred:
Thanks for the letter. And the suggestions. (We have covered the poll-tax
fight fairly extensively, including two editorials and one full dress article
by Joe Masaoka, )
We need help-——-badly---in the JACL., A full-time worker with some idga of race
relations and political trends. We can't seen to find any nisei

o . ~ apas o din Joi S Riss . ; ¥
to work full-time, as Mike did, for $125, which is our top scale.

while on the subject of JACL wages, I've been sorely tempted, I've been

=

offered a job with FCC at $3800, which would mean salvation from the hand-
to-mouth existence of the liberal and crusading press. The k is rizht in
my line--=-more so than the sociologieal journalism which PC
szxixkmxxzak as chief underling of the far eastern news sectlon of FBIS which
dupplies OWI. . « I don't why I mention this, except its been on my mind all
ﬁeek, and because a few of the boys seem to think that my working for the JACL
is sheer opportunism.
You mention the fact that some of the nisel liberals have thought of counter-
movements (the Younz Democrats, and in particular, Joe and Kenny) One reason,
and its not mere rationalization, fo affiliation with the JACL is that I
happened to organ he first of sei YD groups---the :g;anpse‘Anerican
preceding ‘the Qakland and L.A. groups,

d monthly, "Nisei Democracy," which, in the

tried to do some of the things
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Letter from Larry Tajiri to. Fred Fertig

Workers of America, The shop had a 6I0 ‘contract but only one out

of 40 nisel

were members of the union., We practically had to tackel the guys out on the

road--=-the comp

v wouldn't let us on the grounds000and had to sit on their

stomachs while we talked to them, but we signed up the majority. Anyway, that!s

JKido is still a conservative at heart but he has gone along

. o o o Tom Yatabe, who was a successful dentist in Freeno

1idn 't ¥mow what " jim crow' was until he was evacu

1iberties committee

have developed witkh

i

A S - P
1 2Zar, nogcl

groups everywhere

28
om LIS,

intensely. I've seen some letters she has

h
e R
ppor tunism, etc,

on the Wi B I 4

eprinted an Oakland Tribune accoun

publisher, as I reaall, to suppress.
t remember now whether Mrs., Abiko, the

I probably wouldn't have.) -Anyway,




