Field Notes: Free Association

Document CH=-101

lay 16, 1943 Willie Ohara (pseun.)
Shibutani

Willie called up about 12 and seemed quite lonely. We invited him over,
and he said that he would find his way out =momehow. He arrived about two hours
later. ‘

"I guess I got interestied in photography largely because of a couple of

accidental things that happened in my life. Wiy interest developed when I was
at the San Diego world's faire I was looking at an exhibition there and one

of them really stumnned me. I got to talking with the man in charge there and

he gave me a pamphlet. I sent for the little booklet that was advertised. I
didn't think too much more about it and went to U.CeLehs Dut didn't enjoy it

so much. I started going to night school to study photogrephy. I was interested
then but wasn't too sure that I wanted photography for a career. Then one time
I went to an art exhibit at the Art Center in L.A. and that really convinced

me that I wented to spend my life doing that kind &6 work. I registered at

the photography school and really went to work."
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Field lNotes: Free Association
June 21, 1943

Shibutani

"You know, Charles, I think some of these Nisei guye ere pretty dhksrespect~
ful, It used to gripe me in the Centers when they started calling me by my first
pame. They think that if they work in the same place as you do they're just as
good ae you ares I think thet if a man wert through the training and has specisl
skille he ought to be recognized for it and be called "doctor". I always call

my colleaguee doctor because I know that's what they ought to be called, I per-

sonally don't care too much if they don't say doctor to me, but I think that

some of the other fellows took it to hsarts I really think that these littile
courtesies ought to be paid.

"I don't think this Dies Committee investigation is so bads It's not
doing enything except showing what a strong influence the J.i.Cele actually
hes. It shows that we were working while the others were sleeping. As far
as publicity goes, only ilhe Hearst papers are playing it up. It really shows
thet we are so strong that they have to recognize our role, that's all.

vlhere were a bunch of nuis and reds in the camps that opposed us. They
accuseéd us of graft, but that wasn't the case at alls Our men had to remain
behind with the penple to the very ends When I lefit for the iresno center on
the advenced crew I told the other fellows to stay until the end to teke care
of ell the problems of tho people who were there, That's what they dids Vhen
they came to the centers at the end there were no good jobs taken because the
others who came eerly had teaken thems I didn't think that it was fair to the
people who made sacrifices for the others so I made every effort to get the
good jobs for theme I think it was the only decent thing to do and I cen't
see why the guys howl‘d so much. They stayed behind to serve the people.

"As far as the Dies Committee stuff goes, I feel sorry for Dillon Myer.

It's hurting him end pitting him in en embarrassing position, but it didn't
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phasepa usg at all.

"Yesy JoAeCole work is a thankless jobs Looke I could set up an office

here and do a prosperoul_piouo of worke I wmet a fellow just the other day who
wanted we to go in with him at his office. He needs a dentist bad, but I
turned him down. I could do a lot of things that pay betier than this job.
JeAeCols can't afford to pay its officere high salaries, but we figure that
we ought to hang on and work for the peoples I've been a leader for so long
that people expect me to do something for thems WVhen the evacuation came, all
the people in Fresno jusi came to me. That's why I feel obligated to help them.
"I guese I'll have %o lay low for the time being with all this publicity
going to wey it is, but we'll get to work pretty soon. Don't worry about this
Dies stuff though. Ve have confidential letters from the War Department and

when they get to those they are going to get their fingers burned.




"Fio;d Notess Free Association

June 21, 1943
Shibutani Nisei Soldi r

"Did you hear of what happened up at Texas when President Roosevelt went
through? The commander called together all the Nisei soldiers there and
locked them in the warehouse and had armed guards to watch them. That was
about the dirtiest thing that's happened in the Army. All the Nisei soldiers
know about it. I hear they're making an invesiigation of that right now.

41l the Nisel who aren't at Shelby or Savage are in the Service Command.
It wouldn't be so bad if there just cleaned the camns or worked around the camp
but some of them are assigned to hard manual lebor. It's the kind of job that
they hire bums to do for 1l an houre. The Nisei soldiers really get kicked around
in some camps. It all depends on the commanding offider.

"They have a limited number of promotiones for the Nisei soldiers. They
have one set of quotas for the rest of the Army and another quota for the Nisei.
That's why there's so much competition about the Nisei.

"Minneapolis and St. Paul both have U.5,0.'s, but the Minneapolis ome is
just like a 'Lil Pokyo because Savage is the only camp around there. There are
some hakujin soldiers stationed at Savage to give services but they go to the

St. Paul U:5.0,

*T think that most of the soldiers at Savage have long ago resigned to

their fates. They kmow about the discrimination in the Army and elsewhere,

But what can you do about it? There's nothing you can do either inside or
outside the Armys In spite of the discriminatiom, though, I don't think any
Nisei soldier is going to desert his renks or do anything of th@ kind because

we know that what we do will be réflected on all the other Nisei., We're fighting
for the Nisei, if mot for the hakujin. I think we have much in common with the
kurombos (Negores). You get pushed around but you have to toe the mark for you

own group. If you do anything good, no one may think about it, but if something

bad happens, it will hurt right away.
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"I heard that Savage was being investigated by the Dies Committee. The .. . ..

other day the commandant called us all togelher and told us that if any suspkiious

guys came around asking questions we were 1o keep our mouths shut.

“T think we 21l realize what kind of 2 job we have to dos We realize that
it would behell for us if we were ever caught. Japs fight and die like fiends.
Some captured letters were sent up to Savage and I think that they indicate a
good deal of homesickness, They're not savages, bul they sure fight like them.
. "“The whole thing was crasy. I don't think there is any democracy in it.
I'm going overseas in & few weeks. The F.B.I. investigates every guy in ihe

camp. A couple of months ago a fellow was rolled out of the camp because his

brother in Poston was involved im & riot. Christ, that wasn't his fault."




Field Notes: Free Association

June 22, 1943
Shibutani Mre Shirrell--W,R.A,

"My mein worry right now are the Nisei who quit jobs without giving them
a trys I wouldn't mind so much if they had decent reasons for quitting or if
they went to their employers to tell them that they are quitting and why, but
they just don't show up for work end come back to me asking for amother job.
Some of these kids seem to think they hold a stick over my head. They come in
here say tell me that they willgo back to camp if I don't do certain thinge for
them. I tell them, 'Go ahead, see if I care.' They think they can scare me
by threatening to go back. I think some of these people eught to be put right
on the trains and shipped back before they do any more damage.

"I know about the covenants that exist in the various areas of this town.
The 0.P.A., will recognize them if they have been in effect a long time and have
been accepted, but any other monkey-business can be taken up to them and I think
that there are heavy penalties for those who don't toe the mark.

“I'm thinking of sending a circular letter to all the Nisei whose addresses
we know telling them what to do and what not to do and giving some additional
information about the kind of facilities that are available here. There are a
few bad ones who sour all the employers. They call me up and say, 'I hear they
don't stick.' I don't want these Nisei to bedome dependent upon the W.R.A. be-
ceuse I think that in the long rum they will be better off if they learn to make
their own decisions. As things are now, they will depend on us for anything
and will be unable to make their own decisions.

"Some of these young kide are so damn irresponsible that I don't know
whet to do with them. One Nisei girl from Tule Lake was scared to work for
some Negro lawyers. They were fine men. One of them was president of the
National Colored Bar Aalociatioﬁ and one of the most brilliant attorneys in

the country. She went out there once and just froze. GShe didn't know why
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she was afraid of the Negroes, but she refused to go back. Naturally, there
were some hurt feelings and I had a pretiy tough time e¢learing thinge up after
she went through. When I sent the job offer to the camp I didn't indicate that.
the firm was a Negro one. Why should I? If the Niseli don't want discrimination,
they've got 1o learn nol to discriminate themselves. I think some of the Nisei
are as poiconed in their minds as the other Americans.

"The Dies Committee hearings made lr. Myers sore, but I doubt if it will

have any effeect on our poliey. I douby if it will have any sekious effect in

Washington, Mr. Myer is an old hand in Washingion and knows his way around.

"The Nisei want us to do everything. They give up a perfectly good job
and then come in to us asking for snother one. If I give them hell, we get a

bad reputations I really don't know what te do."




-Fleld lNiotes: Free Association
July 30, 1943
Shibutani Deki and Dr, Seto

Deki and Dr, Seto dropped in to pay their respecta, I gave
them some scoteh and soda and got him a little happy., He told us
of same of his experiences at the hospital in Joliet vhere he is
working as a resident physician, "Some patients object to Jap
doctors, I guess they have a lot of reasons for that, I just apolo=
glge, but some of the other fellows domMt, I know one doctor that
Just tells them to go to hell,"

"The Nisei are a bunch of poop=outs, The Hawaiians are dife-
ferent, though, They're a tough bunch and fight back if anyboedy
asks for any trouble, I know that if aybody insults them they
won't take any lip from them, The Nisei Just back down and probably
wouldn't fight even if somebody kicked them in the ass,"

Deki and Dr, Seto seemed to be getting along quite well, He
comes to Chicago when he gets weekends off, and stays with her over-

night, He takes everything in stride,
2nd Floor Ineident

About 10:30, when I came home I found a note for me saying that
there had been a long distance call for me, I called the long-distance
operator and she told me that it was for someone else, I asked the

lady and she told me to go upstalrs to find the girl who was wanted

since she was too weak to elimb the stairs, I knocked on a door

on the 2nd floor and a woman opened it, When she saw me she cringed
and demanded, "What do you want?" liomentarily I was stunned by her
faclal expression which seemed to show intense fear and was unable
to say anything, lrs, Livingston finally called up and straightened
every thing up,




Fisdeéd Notes: Free Association
August 14, 1943
Shibutani Bill Himel

Bill nimel ceme to the office today and talked with Fred
Hoshiyama and the rest of us for an hour or so. Ve then went
home in his car and met Sakiko. He looked a bit out of place in
his Army uniform, '/e had some scbbeh and soda and wéited for
the Miyamotos to decided whether or not they vanted to go swimming
in the lake, Finally we went over there and found out that they
didn't want to go. Ve drove all the way down to South Chieago
but found that the place that Bill had errnaged to swim was now
a dump, We went back to 57th end swam, It was ice cold =nd all
of us got out in a few minutes, After changing end c¢leaning up,
we looked over Bill's photo album, It h-d pictures of Bill in a
Navy uhiform with two bars and a ster, There were plenty of
pictures of Nisei girls. We then went to a Chinese restaurant.
At the won Kon the waiter wes very rude and maffie it clear that
he did not want us around. ¥When we walked out he told us he
was pleased that we were leaving and that he didn't care if Bill
had on a uniform, As we pacssed & group of Chinese sitting out-
gide they seemed to make disparaging remarkk snd spat in our
direction. WwWe walked over to the Great China and aBe there.
We had a big meal and for the first time Bill let me pay for a

mealy he had never done that before,

After going home I found out a number of things in a bull

gession with Bill until 5 a.m, Xiji Kono was in Des FPlains and
was now called GCene. He came out on a fake job offer from Bill's
brother end then looked arsund until he got a better job., Bill
said that Eiji was constantly surprised that the keto treated him
so well. Bill and Sakiko called each other "darling" and "dear"

and said that they had received many wedding presents but insisted




August 14, 1943
Pege 2 7

that they were not married, She works for Bill's brother and has
been living with them since September, 1942, She kept talking
about how Bill's mother walks into his room at 6:30 in the morning
to wake him up, his sleeping hebits, and he referred to her as his
"kanai" (wife), but they still insisted thet they were not married.
Sakiko's sister is married to a Caucasian in Florida.

When the news of the execution of Tokyo pilots was mede pub-
lic all the bopyp at Savage were confined to the camp. Recently a
Nisei soldier was charged with assaulting & women and the entire
group was confined to the cuarters, Bill said that the Army was
trying to keep it auiet but missed there boat when all movies in
Minneapolis f*lashed on their sereens that all Savage men were to
reutnr to their posts immediately. In confining the men, Bill
thought that the administration was trying to cet the men sore at
culprit and to teke it out on him, But the men were sore and the
morale was low more because of this action, 'The Nisei, Kibei and
Hawaiians stopped feuding. The ecating in the mess slowed down.

morale was low.

All nisei become F/5's when they graduste. All keto get com-

missions, Bill is et Fort Snelling end still T/5. He said that
Tsukamoto was not as ferocious as he had thought and that he was
doing a gobd Jjob making out wills, Bill thought he was trying
hard for a nromotion to major.

Bill and Sakiko want to go the East after the wer., He refused
to say how he got into the Army from the Navy. He said that the
Nisei didn't have an inferiority complex and that keto were to blame
for everything. NMaybe Nisei being in the Army would help and maybe

not. Ishikawa was not typieal of savage men,




! Shibutani

~ Field Notes: Free Association
. August 20, 1943 Tom Tenabe

"I'm living over at the Division Ste. Y now and em working at
a printing press until I get indueted into the Army., I came out
here after volunteering, but haven't been called as yet., I dont
know when the call is coming, but I may s well make some money
while I can.

"Yetabe was beaten up in Jerome by some llawaiians, Those
Hawaiians don't take any lip from anybody, and Yatabe just puts it
on too much. I donY¥t think anybody felt sorry for him when he got
it. MNost people felt that he got what was coming to him,

"jle spent most of our time in Jerome playing cards. 1t wasn't
go hot there., It was must mild and nothing happened other than that
ohe beating. I liked Fresno Center the best ofall, It was really
swell there.

"Evacuation wasn't as bad as a lot of people think, I know that
the Issei farmers in Sacramento lost s lot, but the Nisei didn't
heve & damm thing to lose., If anything, they are better off now
than they ever were before. They are getting the kind of jobs now
that they didn't ever dream of getting before. The trouble with

these NMisei around here is that they want too much money. That's

all they talk sbout. They're'not serious ebout making a living.
All they think about is meking more money and they don't worry
about the future, I think they are crazy, but it's none of my

business."




Meld liotes; Frec Assoclation
Oetober 20, 1945
shibutani Tally Yusa

That job in Matteson dldn't come through. But I've got a new
get up figured up in Napersvilles The way we tre zoing to work 1it,
lamie's going to worlk out there all the tlme, and I'm poing to go
back over the weekends to do some of the heavy works I'm going to
come to Chicago from londay to Friday and finish up the four courses
for S.F. States I have Lo got three A's to qualify for the “hicago
Theological Seminarys I guess what I do in the next five or six
wooks will pretty well determine the course of my lifes I want to
leave llamie so she'll got used to its If I get drafted she can stay
thore and works I wan to do Christian social work so I'm interested
in coclel disorganization, Weles suggested that I read Blumer and
lead, I'm reading Elliott and lerrill for the course.

I guess I'll talk things over with her. The decision iz up to
me, OShe told me to malke up my own mind and declde what is best, Igplied

for admission at Concord House, I think I'd like to atay there from

lionday through Friday, I'll be around the university. I guess I

could got a scholarship to smme small school, but 1 don't want to go
to these easy, small jerkwater schools, lamie can earn 60 and I
guess I could nick my mother for another {50 I'm thinking of sellip
our house and that would bring in some more. I'll get a B.D, at

Chicago if I can,
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September 23, 1943
Shibutani

Kiyo: We're staying over at the hostel right now, but I don't
like it very much. They have a few rooms for families, but
they are occupied and since we ere young we have to sleep
aparts, The place is clean and the people are feirly nice,

but we have to sleep in dormintories, I hear that you have

to keep everything locked around there,

Oliver: No, you don't have much privacy eround there, You
get used to thet sort of thing in cemp, but out here it feels
a little different, ILvery corner end every nook is occupied
and if you want to sit down together you have to sit in the
middle of the room,

Kiyo: We wanted to come over earlier this evening but we had

to stay for a meeting, We asked if we could come since it wes
very important, but they said nothing wes more importsnt than
the meeting, They told us all about what to do and what not

to do 4h Chicago. Most of the people there weren't particularly
interested, but they had to attend, Most of the things they
tell us is common sense, One man esked if we really wanted to
be integrated, I didn't know what he meant,

Oliver: DMaybe those meetings are a good thing, but the people
don't seem to be interested. 1I'm not concerne& ebout that,
I've been in the east before and I know my way around here,
Tomorrow I'm going out to see about a jobe I went to the WRA
and they gave me this lead, I don't know if I cen get back
into my old iine of work or not, I'd sure like to, but I don't
know, Times have changed. I don't care, If I have something
decent to do, it's 0.,K. Our next problem is to find an apart-
ment house, God, they're dirty, Ve heven't tried meny yet,
but the only ones that are open are filthy,

Kiyo: Yes, eren't they, though? I'm just worn out. We've

been doing nothing else since we came here, We ate some decent
ffod and then looked for epartments, I still haven't had a
chence to take a bath, The one at the hostel is alweyes occupied,
I broukht only one peir of shoes along, I1I'11l just heve to get

a new pair, Thése are kind of tight and I just can't walk
around in them any more, We'll have to do a lot more walking
before we find a nice place,

Oliver: Yeah, we'll heve to do something about that, The thigg
that impressed me about Ghicago is the dirtiness of the el trains.

Visitor: Yes, aren't they filthy? Those Negroes are the dirtiest
and rudest people,

Eiyo: I just don't like Negroes, They smedl,

Visitor: Yes, they're so dirtyl! Whenever I ride with my mothere
in-law, I have a problem because she has to stand while the young
Negroes sit, They just don't have any menners, When mother gets
home she gets out her clothes brubh and brushes off everything,.
She says, tkitenal shito ni astata' (I touched dirty people).




Field lotes: Free Assoclation
Document CHw-108
Shibutani, 9/24/438

I want to get a job as an acecountant, but I don't kmow

what luck I'm go to heve, So far, the WRA hesn't been

able té find anything, The man says that he thinke it's e
hard case and then he tells me about some fellowe who went

out and ot their owvn jobss I don't lmow whether he's trying
or n?t.. but he give you a plessant story, I decided that it
wasn't much use to rely on the WRAs, S0 I went to a private
employnent agencg end the men there told me thet he would

trys In the meantime I got a job from the WRA to do some
elorical work in a printing compenye, It's not particularly
hard work end I cen gtay elive until somethingbetter comes
along, Thore wes one job open the other day, end if it weren't
for the guy et the employment ~geney, I might heve gotten it,
It was an acecountant's job, but the fellow told me that if I
wailted for a fow days he was sure that he eould get me placed
et Coldblattes, I lknow that he ¢tried awfully herd, but it just
didn'¢s work, S0 I am still out of work es Ter es & degent

jeb is concerned, I think I'11l just keop onworking vhere I

em until this fellow in the private eemloymoht egeney finds a
good place for me, He's beer owell so far end I think he'll
keep orking because I'm paying him for whatever he finds,

It's worth his while to find me o pood jJob, and all his efforts
will be wasted unless he does sucoeed, IHe knows Chicago better
then I do and he ought to be eble to do a better job in hie
owvn fiecld that I could, :

I got my BeS,. from Cel by correspondence, I hed to ouit
school and go home a little early end I had only & fow units.
t0 ¢oe I wrote tham end they told me to teke a few courses by
gorrespondence, I finished up by ezemination and got my decree

in Jerome,

I'm living on Drexel with come friends, I mot the fellows
vhon I was down in Jerome, They hed this place so I moved in
with them, There is e fellow with a room and four of us ere
in snother room, Ve all work togcther to kecop up the place amd

we all eat togothery Ve get eling 0,K,




Field Notes: TFree Association
October 3, 1943
shibutani

Naoko: I didn't call you earlier becsuse I didn't went to dis-
turb you peoples Christ, I didn't went to come in and rout
everybody out when they're busy working, But danmit every Jap
I see gives me heck for not calling them up or something as
soon as I got heres I'm only staying until tomorrow night and
then I have to skidoo for New York, I staye& with my sister
the first night, I came out with my other sister who wants to
&0 to Cincinati. Then we decided that was too much a burden
on Blanche so we moved into the Marrison Hotel, I CGuess we'll
be parked there tonight too., Gosh, this is a dirty town, You
can't even see beyond your nose because you bresthe out black
air, I can't see how people live in this towm without all
coming down with consumption, HNo wonder there is such 2 high
rate of erime end da@lincuency here{ The kids haven't got a
chence, God, I think this place is foul, I couldn't stend it.

Dorothy: Well, you get used to its I sure hated it at the
beginning vhen I ceme out, but it's not so bad now,

Naokos Well, me for New Yorks I don't know what the hell I'm
going down there for, but I just want to go, There's a chance
that I might be able to go to school there toos That's about
the only attraction, Chicego is closed so there's not much
sense in my sitting around here, I don't know, I may be fil=-
tering back this way though if things get tough down there,

Dorothy: Do you have many friends in New York?

Neoko: I only know a couple of people there, By the way, did
you know that NeGee might not be able to ship out egein® I

heer that when he was going to Oran he kept a dilary, Soembody
saw him end souealed, MeGee thought something was funny so he
tossed it out of the window, Neturally when they checked up they
didn*t find enything so now they're as suspicious as ever, ne
might not be able to get on a ship until after the war, He's

in New Yorks I'm going there to work though., I've got to get
some money to go to school, I don't give a damn who's there.

By the way, what are you doing for a living?

Dorothy: Oh, I'm working at McClurgs, Anybody cen get a job
at lieClurgs or Cuneo, You don't even have to know how the read.
Even Jeps can get jobs theres

Haoko; God, there ere & lot of Japs in this tovm, The¥ére all
over the place, The place wreaks with bed-~bugs end Jeps, I

haven't seen much of the place, but I've seen nlenty of buddhae
heads, I went to the Art Enstitute the other #@fternoon, I was
e Tools I should have come over to see you kids, I saw your
dad in camp k& he was 0.,K, I saw Jim too, He gets me downm,
He's slwavs asking questions gbout other people and I can just
see that gleam in his eye as he gets the answers--noyf matter
what you say he mekes his kill, In a way, I miss Tule Lake.
We sure had a lot of fun loafing there, I guess it's not the
seme anymore with all our friends gone, but it was swell while
it lested.




Field Totes: Free Association
ggﬁgﬁggni-s, 1943 Reiko Urabe

Relko ceme in on the Dxposition Flyer which was almost 12 hours
late, "'e sited at the depot from 9:30 to 11:535, vhen she finally
arrived, '‘e took her home on the elevated from the Union Depot and
she was amazed at the distance from the loop to our place, ''e stayed
up until 3 a.ne to talk, She was on her wey to Ann Arbor to teach
Japenese at the Army lanpgusge school there,

"I don't Imow what will happen to the lliseil. Sometimes I wone
der what will happen to &ll of us, They do things that are so stue
pid, When I was working in Layton with Helen and lMary some C,.I.0,
men came in and tried to orgenize us, Ve tried to get the others
to see the noint, but they refused to join and celled ud corrmuniste
and everything else, Our pay was lower than the nrovailling wages
in the area and we really wanted more moeny for our work, Finally
they got together and decided to go on a strike, They made s
gtupid mess of it ell, They wont on a strike during the sleck
gcasoni so that the boss simply told them to cuit if they didn't
like it, That was plain stupidity--striking during & slack sea-
son, There was no organization because the llisel didn't want to
be mixed up with unions, How scimple it would have been if they
hed used their hesds a little before.

"When I went to Salt Lako to volunteor for the WAC's I didn't
realize how ruch pressure there was ageinst its tWhen I returned to

Salt Lake after working so meny people asked me why I had ddde what

I 4id end acted as though they thought I was out of my head, There

wes so much feeling sgainst it, Some people no longer spoke to me,
I think it is only ny duty to do what I can in this war, but eppae
rently the !isei are so bitter that they cannot see straight,”

Relko slept with Tomi, and I chept on the kitchen floor,




Fleld Notest Frece Association
- -Qete 5, 1943
Shibutanl Coffee Oshima

"I notiee that the Japanese have been getting pretyy good
publieity lately, espeelally after the war depariment announced
the news about the Hawaiians in Sicily. There was a nice artiecle
in the Tribune and I hear that even the Herald American carried
an article, I guess those guys did all right.

"Itve been recrutiing workers for Hotel Sherman, But the
damn kids all quit after about a week, The guys boss them 'around
too much and the kids figure that they don't want to be kicked
around like a bunech of niggers, Looks like all the Japanese work
together in one place or another, Like I hear Cunio Press has 200

of thems, Aw hell, the wases are good, but the conditions down at

Sherman aren't so hoty So they say,, 'Hell,! and go look for some

other job, They get from 50 to 78 cents an hour and time and a half
for overtlme, Bubt over times starts at about 50 hours so its pretty
tough work,

"It's pretty hard to find a house around herey even in the
suburbg, I went looking all over hell for a place and I'm not
settled yet, Hell, I got o got my folks out here and.the rest of '
the family sectled. But I cen't settled down until I find a house.

"I think most kids are pkenty worried about the draft, They
might give you that shit about not giving a damn but they're plenty
worried any way, They don't lmow what to doy when you can't plan
ahead because you don't lmow wﬁat in the hell to expect,

7 "You know this pd_.ce 1s a hell hole to stay, Nobody gives a
denm around here, It's not as nice as in St, Louls, in Milweukee,
I saw a man get mengled down on Randolph street, she gobs clipped
by a car, A vhole bunch a guys got around to see what she looked

like, They were Jjust curious, “hey just tossed a sabk over her




and took her away.

"I just missod getting my WRA allowance to come out here, I
but Hayes
ablted the guys around there if I could get 1t but everyong/said I
had too mjech money, Hayes told me go there end tell that I lost
money in a poker game, Hell, I figured I couldn't get 1t anyway
but now I see I could have sotten $200 richer. I was gled to get

out of there angway beeause the weather wos the only good thing at

Tule,

"I came down here to see if I could get some bills eolleected

down on the coasty I thought maybe the WRA ecould help me,




Fiold Notess Froo Association
October 5, 1943

Cll=304/8

Shibutani

T don't think I want the Jlob teaching Japrnese at the
University because I don't want e temporery jJobe The WRA is
trying to got lisei into jobs in vhieh thoy can stay after the

war 4o over and this job is just & job for the Auration, T
know the pey is better but I don't think I'1l teke it, The
job that I have now as a chemist isn't so good, but I can séay
aeftor the war is over, The aim of the resettiemont program
is to stey hore permenently and I think that thet is & better
jden, I don't think I'1l epply for the roeftion, I don't want
to take a job when the draeft is coming in beceuse that will
groate o bed impression, The draft will be kind of hard on
us, but you can't help things like that, I don't want them
to got the impresoion thet I shanged jobs just to got out of
gohi% i'gto the Ammy, They're susplcious cnough of the Nisel
ab *

The liisei in Oregon are not creating sugh a good impression,

Thoy want too muchs 7The farmers around there arec poor end they

ecn' afford the kind of sccommodations that they had in the
conterse It 18 a bad place for Japenese to goe The Jopenose
are too successful, I hespd that they are buying up the best
iand bocause they have plenty of moneys They ride around in
brend new carg that tho:f hed stored ewry end the people in
pleces 1like Omtario don't like it, They heve vorked herd on

thoir 1lemd end just berely meke a living, Then the Jfaponese
como in end they just teke over the best pert, I think that's

why they heve been having so much trouble, That's not good
for the welfare of the Jopenese 2o a vhole,




iecld liotes: Froc Assoclation
Che109
Shibutani

Ogtober 7, 1049

Dol phoned up et 9§30 end seid that he was at the bus
depots I told him to oit tight et the depot end that I would
go after him because it vould be more trouble if he got loct,
He came over and cleaned up end sheved over et our pleace, He
came over to the office to see Charlie snd then went upstalrs
to see Halpern, He got the jJjob, FHis first improscion was$

"Chicago is full of neople who are in a hurry dbut don't
now where thay are going,s The plaec is too noisye, I got a
funny feeling of tenseness s I stand around, HNobody ic casy-
r:ciiin(* around here, I guess they just don't !mow how the enjoy
1ife,

"7 don't Imow what the do now thet I got the job, I don't
gtert work until November 15, end I guese 1'11l hove €0 do some=
thing in the meantime, laybe I'1ll go over and work at the
cunéo press or something, lMaybe I'll go baclk te U¢. louls
ond stiek around for o monthe It's e hell of a lot nicor there,
Helporn seid he would £ind something for me to do, but he wasn't
Ghi‘Oo" 9

P

Qctober S, 1945

"o don't know envthing ebout vhat heprened in the intorne
ment canps, My father told me about one. incident that hae
roally boon hushed up, I don't think anybody knowve sbout it,
but 1t really haprened, I don't think envbody's cupposod to
know ebout it oo keop otill, Vhen that groun of internces got
off the train in New lMexico they had to walk a mile to the
cap, TWo of the men had T.,B, snd were weak, Thoy lageed
behind and one wse bavenetted, The other one got searod and
he begen 0 run, The ~uard thought he was trying to run away
and mechine=punned him, The Toseil vho were there saw the
whole thing, but they seld nothing end didn't do anything
baeauﬂg they weren't aoble to do enything, They remembored,
th()l-;"i e

"I cuess I'11 go out on e deteo tomorrow, Tamio saild he
could £ix up e date for me with e musumesen, I ‘uess Chicago's
0eKa" .




rield Notes: Frec Associetion
October 10, 1043
Shibutani

I've becn in tovm for tho past weck trying to got settled
in a now job closer to Chicago, I went to go to cchool, end
Mamie is going to do somo kind of domestis work nearby. Ve
can't make it in Richnond (Indiana) vhore we are now because
of a lot of thinge, Things arc teugh in Richmond, Thore was
a lodge that triod to kick out the Japs, but the Quakers went
in lorge numbers and controlled the mechng. Thore are 2 lot

of Cuakors and suporpatriots thore end it wes a mattor of who
could got the nost mambers to show up ot the meetings I hear
that the ringleadeor of tho move to kick out the Jeps is running
for some poat in the coming oleetion and he hed to keep his
mouth shut or the cuakers wouldn't fote for him in November,

lamie 1e very unheppve I'e got o job lined up in l'ntteson,
end I went out the other day to look it over, It's nretty cood,
end T eon cormmute to nchool because the 1,0, troin runs down
there., ITt's @ hog rench, I can do & little work in tho morning
ané ovoning end cormute Aduring the dey to the library, I heve
to reke up four courcos abt 5,7, State and three for Col Nxztension,
T wont ¢0 hove some library facilitics open to me while I
working end that's why I went to be free in town, I thourht
naybe I could live comewhere in tovm flve days e wook and g0
home to work over the weokonds, !Mamie ern stev out end do light
work out at the farm, There's a little school out there in
Richrond but it's not so hot and the instructorc don't lmow
vory much, I don't want to weste my time around thore,

Uy mothor is independont now so I don't have to worry ehout
her. 1 got her sottlod in Dvansten, Sho's working as o comeatic
and ny sister's out thore too, liysister is working hor way
throush schoole Theoy don't live togethor, but they see cach
othor overy now and then, ly mothor hes a few Issei frieonds in
Chicopo so she's not too lonely, Ve had to strugcle for e while,
but I'm glad I got that mops ctraightoned oute Hemie end my
mothey nover could pet slong gogether,

As things stand now, I plan to et ny BDe at the Chieego
Theological Ceminary, It's one of the best schdbols in the
country, After the war IMemie and I are roins to Furope with
the Friends Serviee Cormittee to help in the reconstruction
procren, I vas talking to some of them the other day, They
oliod mo if I wantod a congregeotion in éne of the small nide
wost tovms, but T told them I'd rather do tho other worl, I
think: there are some pood possibilities there, After that, I
think wo can zo to South Anorica--maybe to Pragll,

T don't have to worry so rmuch about monoy. I cold the
house in Berkeloy so we heve a littlo money to spend, MNemie
will be working too. If we ncod it bed enough, my mother will
kick in ebout fifty bucks e month so I don't hoye to vorry
ebout that,




Field Nates: Free Association Yatabe==T§A.Cols
. Qetober 14, 1943 <
Shibutani

Everything is 0.,K, as far es we're concerned, I'm just
writing e letter., Dog gone, I have a tough time writing, I
never wirite my speeches because it Just comes natural to me
but when it comes to writing I wlwaeyes heve to sit around
think for a while, TIt's hard to set the thing down. I'm writing
to camp. |

I'm thinking of getiing en orgenizetion started, but you
know what we're up asgainst. There are just some people who
are unreasonable, I won't mention any nameg, but there are
some people who say thet & JeA.CeL. here will definitely not
be walcéme, For the first two months, I didun't sey anything.

I wanted to just soften them up, I though when I got them
softened up I could go asheads Shirrell himself said it wves
O0.Xs and told me to go ahead and orgenize, Some of these
people sey that you don't need an organizetion, but I think
you do, BSome people say let the others do your work for you,
but this is the way I figure, I tell them, the Y M.C.A. has

to worry about the soldiers, the Negroes, snd the other groups,.
The Negroes have to worry about thenselves and the same with
the Jews, The WRA is working for the duration onlys There
isn't & single group whose sole purpose for existence is the
helping of the lisel, Nobody 1is going to teke careof us; we've
got to take care of ourselves or we'll be losts Some people
gay thet we ought to let othersinto our orranizetion, but we'll
be swamped and the Hisel lose their identify. Some people
want us to change omm name, but the - J,A.C.L, has built up a
reputetion emong the government asgencies and the other groups
helping us and@ if we change the neme pll the work that has

heen done to date will be worthless, It will be wested,

/
I'm working on public relatiors now, I haven't even thought

about the Herald-American beceuse it's just a hopeless case,
I don'y want to vwork on thems I want to get at the people,
The CeLa0e is 04Ks3 I @dmire their guts for stending up for us,
but we have %o go further, I was thinking of working dn Ci-
vilisn Defnese too but I haven't gotten too fer with them, I
live right next door to & eaptain in the éivilien defense, At
first we didn't et along very well, He sald helle when we
saw each other and that's ally The one dsy my brother in the
Army ceme over for a visit end he stayved for e-~few-deavyay three
weeks, Then everything changed, We get along fine now, He
says, 'Hi, Docl' every time we see each other end he's invited
me over to his plece tooy Then there's a berber shop by our
place, I went to get a haircut end I was introduced to the guy
formally. Ve get along just swell now, You just heve to know
people that's all, The other day I went down to Towa to speak,
When we got off et the statlon, I noticed people staring et me,
They'd never seen Jepenese before, Then I noticed a small
kid working on a machine to get some nuts out of it., He didn't
goet as much as he wanted so I gave him a couple of more pennies
to try egain, VWhen the people sawy that, they softened up a
1ittle e




When Igot to the meeting it was funny., Those guys expected
me to speak in Jepsnese, They almost fell over when they heard
me speak in English, When a swore, they elmost passed out,

I told them I could outgwear any one of those guys, and they
liked that., I told them plenty end when I got through the
guys came up to me end said, 'Why youfre just as Americen ws
we arel?! I took my wife and kid elongj I bring my kid because
he can play for them, That breaks 'em down too, Thet's the
easiest way to get guys on your side, I like to go to places
where no Japsnese have ever gone before. I like to break
dowvn the hostility and open the way for others to go in,

ie must heve en organization of our own, They say the
Mmericens will do the work for usg, but they have to look after
other groups toos We have to look after ourselves, That's.
why I'm figurdng on starting a J.A«C«Les here,




Field Notes: TFree Association
October 10, 1943
Shibutani

I'we been in town for the past week trying to get settled
in a new job closer to Chlcago, I went to go %o =chool, and
Mamie is going to do some kind of domestie work nearby. We
can't make it in Richmond (Indiana) where we are now because
of a lot of things, Things are tough in Richmond, There was
a lodge that tried to kick out the Japs, but the Quakers went
in large numbers and controlled the meeting. There are a lot
of Quakers and superpatriots there and 1t was a matter of who
could get the most members to show up et the meeting, I hear
that the ringlesder of the move to kick out the Japs is running

for some post in the coming election and he had to keep his
mouth shut or the Quakers wouldn't fote for him in November,

Mamie is very unhappys I've got a2 job lined up in listteson,
eand I went out the other day to look it over, It's »retty =ood,
and I cen comute to school beecsuse the I,Cs train runs dowm
there. It's & hog ranch, I can do a little work in the morning
and evening and commute during the day to the library. I heve
to make up four courses at 5,F, State and three for Cal Extension.
I want to have some library facilities open to me while I'm
working snd that's why I want to be free in town, I thought
maybe I could live somewhere in town five days a week and go
home to work over the weekends. Mamie een stay out and do light
work out at the farm, There!s a little school out there in
Richiond but it's not so hot and the instructors don't know
very muchs, I don't want to weste my time around there,

My mother is independent now so I don't have to worry ebout
her, I got her settled in Evansten. She's working as a domestic
and uy sister's out there too, lysister is working her way
through schools They don't live together, but they see each
other every now end then, My mother has a few Issei friends in
Chicago so she's not too lonelys We had to struggle for a while,
but I'm glad I got that mess straightened out, IMemie end ny
nother never could get along Logether,

As things stend now, I plan %o ret my B Ds a8t the Chicago
Theologlical Seminary, It's one of the best schbols in the
country, After the war Msmie and I are goinec to Europe with
the Friends Service Cormittee to help in the reconstruction
progrem, I was talking to some of them the other days They
aiiked me i I wanted & congregetion in one of the small mide
west towns, but I told them I'd rather do the other work, I
think there are some good possibillities there, After that, I
think we ecen go to South America--maybe to Brezil,

I don't have to worry so much ebout money, I =o0ld the
house in Berkeley so we have a little money to spend, NMamie
will be working too. If we need it bad enough, my mother will
kick in about fifty bucks a month so I don't hage to worry
about that,




Pield rMotes; Froe iAssocistion
Document CH-102
shibuteni, 10/14/48

I don't mow vhere in hell Willie's living now, Vo were
buniking together wntil a couple of nmonths ago and then I pulled
out to live here, !0 goet protty good rates here, The Viabesh
Y 4o too cxpensive, Holl, wo had to pay a duck a night; here
0 got off on obout {3,256 a weclk, I think you cen got Willle
if vou oell tho plece vwhere he works, I loft the Y long time
850

1'n trying to carn cnough doucht 40 o to ochool in Febw
mary, I'rworking oo onme electricien now in a plant for 76
conts an hour, I can seve up some doughthis wey, Uhere I
twes working I couldn®t seve o derm cont, I'm llving wif

" Hioei follova now, We meke it pretty cood,

I hear this Cunco denl is e lousy one, It's r™un ,
bunech of croolol darocs., Thev're the anes vho bourht up the
Tnoull estato, They used to kill cuys who @idAn'¢ play ball
with them, They used to »ey off the pangs, They junot fuck
you from behind that's all, .

o musunesen life for ne, I'm & good little boy. (At
this ¢he othewrs in the room beran to hoot end insict thet he
ceme in ot B in the morning on severel occnsions),




Field Notes: Free Associotion Drs Seto
October 16, 1948
Shibuteni

I thinlkz tho Hewadiens have more gurption than the MNisel,
They're rmch freer and the Ceuvcasisng like it, They don't
talkte eny 1ip from enybody. They stofid up like men to fight
for their rights, They're not all tied up like the Nisel are,
1 romanbor ofter the wor sterted “hen they beat up some ilipinos
in Seoranento, Vhen the Filipino got tough with some ilewmilan
ho just went up end got the rest of the boys. They just waited
in the allevy for some Pilipinos to come elong end justbeat
holl out of them, I think they leid out ninc or ten of them
before the oops got wise end chesed them ewey, Down in Shelby
the Howailan fellows didn'¢ like some of the contdnental non~
conp, co they Jjust boat them ups I guess the noncans hed e
touch time beecausec some of the boye got e little gay and urineted
on the floor, The non-com hed to give them hell end the boys
dian't 1ike it,

Some of thoce doctorsin Tule leke vere really funny, I
gueos I'm not supposed to tallt ebout this sert of thing, but
ginee you gave ne some vhiskey I can say I wes drunk, Debe
end fozue Togesekl used to welk hend in hend dovm the corridors
et the Tule lLeke hospitel, Christ, she's old enocugh to Ve his

mothors, I don't lmow vhat's the matter with those Togasalkl
sisters, but they're all funny thet wey, One slster hed her
fanele orgonis raoved, I think thet®s whet they all neod,
The only Tocesaki that?s helf wey umen is the sister that's
nerried, Yeah, maybe that's all that's the metter with theml,
Hashiba was g good doctor, but he's e poor pelitleien, He was
alwarg on two cides, I!:i woesa omooth guy end I don't think
there would have becn any trouble in the hospitel 1f he were
thore, Dut you lmow how the people follt about him, There would
have becn some trouble in the colony, Thompeon was o tough
bastard, He roelly told off Da ba and Togasaki when Thoy started
veliing, “Thet wes the teouble with Kegue, She kicked too much,

Deki end I hed a big fight, I was cupposed to come down
tovm ond Aidn't comes L ot drunk and couldn't como. Sho
thought I wes cick and worried like hell, She says she wee sore
because I made her waite I toll people ebout this and she says
I po cround seying I'm hempocked because I drink,

Thore's no discrininetion in the hoepitael vhere 1 vorl,
One girl from the internment ocamp on the Philipines wes in end
when she sew Dre lorishege in there she just went wild, Othere
wiso evorything is O.ke Ve assist in tho ocrations performed
by outside dootors, I hint cround for cuts on the foone SOMO=
times the ettending physielen is lete for meternity ceseca ond
we have to sneak in efter the gas 1s on to deliver the kid, Then,
after the birth, the regular doctor comes in end tells the mother
all sbout the owell kid she hed, The mother's none the wiser,
Sonctines they see us and give us a tip, but most of the time
thoy don't soc us at all, I get presents now and thon too.

1 wont to see 2ll these Jap vplotureg, In Behind the Rising
Sun they used perfect Japamese, It wacn't so bed, It's lot
of fun to see all the 1ittle Jeps on the sereen, but Deki won't
20, Sometimes she gets in and just vhen the good pert ebout the
raping comes in sho wents o g0 tiell, that's no way to bLo.




Mield Notes; Freec Association
Oetober 20, 1943
Shibutani Tally Yusa

That job in Matteson didn't come through. But I've got a new
set up figured up in Napersvilles: The way welre going to work 1%,
llamie's going to work out there all the time, and I'm golng to go
back over the weekends to do some of the heavy works 'I'm golng to
come to Chicago from lMonday to Friday and finish up the four courses
for S,F. State. I have to get three A's to qualify for the “Yhicago
Theological Seminarys I guess what I do in the next five or six
weeks will pretty well determine the course of my life, I want to
leave Mamie so she'!ll get used to ite If I get drafted she can stay
there and work., I wan to do Christian social work so I'm interested
in social disorganizations, W.I. suggested that I read Blumer and
lleade I'm reading Elliott and lerrlill for the course.

I guess I'll talk things over with hers The decision is up to

mes She told me to make up my own mind and decide what is best., Igpplied
for admission at Conecord House, I think I'd like to stay there from

londay through Fridays., I'll be around the university. I guess 1

could get a scholarship to smme small schooly but I don't want to go

to these easy, small Jerkwater schools. Hamie can earn {60 and I
guess I could nick my mother for another {50 I'm thinking of sellig
our house and that would bring in some more. I'll get a B.D, at

Chicago if I can,




Pleld Notes: Free Assoclation .
October 26, 1945 : - e
Document CH=11ll . Esther Uchimura
shibutani

I hear that Congress is considering repealing the Chinese

Exclusion Acte. I suppose that that's really progress now that
the House of HRepresontatlves has passed 1t. I don't lmow what
will happen in the Senate, but it sounds pretty good. Now I
think that ths Japanese are really discriminated againgt. Ve
are now singled out as 4 e only people who are excluded from
naturalization in the United States. I suppose that we are fietims
of eircumstance. |

I never heard‘about the trouble in Tule Lake., I heard it
was bad but I didn't realize what really happened, Minidoka was
reaelly & peaceful camps, I'm glad th hear that the Northwesterners

" behaved éo well in Tule “ake.




F)

 Pield Notes: Free Association

October 26, 1943 . ! R e
Document CH=-112 Martha Mizoue
shibutani

Thﬁt Santa Ahita riot was really something. I 'was scared,
I lived near the place where it started and when I saw all those
people running down I really éot scareds I-saw those police just
run in all directions and run for the gatess I ean understand
why people felt that way; but I don't think the hakujin can. Tho®
police just went to all the apartments and took whatever they
wanted to. The pecple were really sore and they went after CThem.

Jorome was a dead center. I suppose I ought to be hapry that
I didn't go to Tule Lake, but then in a way it might have been
more fun if we did have a little execitement,

N




Field Notes: Free Arssocietion
October 27, 1943
Shibutani

I guess I'11l have to mo to the Army on November 11, I'm
in the reserves so they can do anything they want with he, I
don't Xmow why they dlscharged me after Peerl Herbor, but it
was 0.,K, with me, I got a letter from the Sixth Serviée Com-
mond telling me to show up for induction sgein, I'™m oprosed +te
deRregated units like they have at Shelby, but they'll probably
send me thre, I've scked for an extension so that I could
see my folks and finish up my business here, The Nisei used
to get the tough jobs in the Army. Cleaning cens isn't so
bad, but in some cemps the fellows were doing just plain labor
work, like digsing ditches, Hell, that's no work for soldiers
%o he doinge I think it depended on the commanding officer,
In some camps they were treated 0,Ks, but in other cemps they
were really kicied around or discharged, You've got to admire
any Nicel or Negro who is wearing around stripes, They've
really had to work for them, You've got to figure that every
sergeant you see has about 200 buck privates under his care,
He's one guy that got selected out of all of them, and that
means that he must have something,

Misei may as well go to the Army if thev are going to be
treated rights Around here in e lot of place vou just don't
have a chance,  Some JdJews around here run all the outfits and
nobody's got a chanees They just look out after themselves,
that?'s all,




Field Notes Miscellaneous
Shibutani

October 30, 1943

Chiekot I don't know what they teach girls in Jepen but they
sure are funny, The other night, Egther, Martha and I went
out with three fellowsy They really treated us to e big feed
in Chinatown, They must have spent sbout twenty dollars,
They really paid but nelther Martha nor Esther would even sit
with the boys either at the resteurant or on the street car,
Then they took us to a show, There were not many seets.
Finelly the usher said that there was & double open, and
Martha and Esther just went together insteed of going with
one of the fellows, Mas was plenty sore, I wes kind of
disgusted toos Esther said she didn't want to go, but she
ate plenty and took in the show vhen they psid for it. She
says she doesn't went to sit with any boy because she wants
to have a clean record when she gete marrddd, She thinks that
if she sits tight and welts come perfect fellowds going to
fome along end take her away, She's nuts, She won't even
ive a fellow a chence to find out what kind of a girl she is.

Doi: Christ almightys, Ve went out the othernight and there
were plenty of musumesan walking eround down there, There

was ohe bebe we sey that hed everything., We followed here slong
and pretty soon she went into a show, Ve went in too end sat
right behind her, About half-way through the show she got up

and wealked out, 8She was looking back st us as if she wanted
us to follow her, so we went out too, Vhen we got out we
lost her, I kept talking to any booch babe that ecsme elong,
but Temio didn't want to do thet. He said, "How would you
like it if somebody d4id thet to your sister?" Yeah, thatt's
Temio, That's the way he thinks,

Noverber 1, 1943

Lil: I don't know what to do about the landledy. She wants me
to 8it around all the time, She doesn't want any men hanging
eround, She tells me that so often I can't forget it., I can't
see where it will hurt her if I have s few friends come to see

hé, I have to meet all my friends somewhere else.




Field Notes: Free Association WRA: Shirrell
November 2, 1943 )
Shibutani

I don't know whet to do with Charlie and Smeltzer, It's
not what they say that disturbs me, but how they say 1lt, They're
just so dern obstinate that there's nothing that can be done, -
I'm willing to look at both sides of the story and rgalize that

there is something to what they saye. But they aren t perfect;
there are some points onwhich megbe they have made mistakes,
but they ere not willing to admit it, I suspect that Smeltzer

is using Cherlie to gain his own ends, He wants to run the
whole show snd doesn't realize that this is & WRA job and that

orgenizations like his sre only euxilleries, He's disturbed
about this because he can't bee the big bvoss, He wants to run
evervthing and tell the Niseil what they cen do and what they
can't do, He nor anyone else has the right to do thats Ie
vanted to stack up the meet ing with people who thought like he
did and that's why he got Charlie to gos

I have from relisble sources that Tule Lake is going %0 be
turned over to the Army in a very short time, There doesn
seem to be enything else that cen be done sbout it. I think
that that registration waes handled terribly. I guess it's not

fair for me to eritieize my successor, but he didn't do what
he should have dones. DBecause of that there are thousands of
otherwise Tine people who are just fitiims, Their lives are
just wreckeds

I think that the WRA is going to adopt a new policy. In

the past our Job has been to get these people settled initially
and to let them work out their own problems after thet, It's
becoming cquite evident that we cen't continue in this mahner,
aid I think this policy will chenge, I'm getting Jecoby and
Carter out here to work with me, They resigned and I felt that
the WRA was losing some good mes I've created a jJjob for Jake
out here and I thinkk he'll do a good jobe

I've got Mrs. Izumé on my staff. She's & third generation
Japeneses She can speak excsllient Japanese esnd excellent En-
glishs I think she'll be good in handling the Issei, She
cen telk to them much better,




Field Notes: FPree Association
November 2, 1943
Shibutani

I don't,know, I think I'd jusi as soon be in the Army
a8 not, When the Germans are knocked out of the war and the
war sgainst Japan becomes moreintense, 1 think the feeling
against the Nisei will rise too., 1I1'd FPedl a lot better being
in vniform than not., It will be bad without uniform., A
few monthe ago when they asked me to volunteer for Bavasge I
wasn't resdy to go, but now I'm financially resdy to col The
others are pacifists, vut I can't quite get my:elf to see their
point of view. I don't think I'd cere to serve in s esepregated
unit like they have down st Shelby, but I wovldn't mind going
into the Army, :

Hovember 7, 1943 iscellaneous

Doi ceme over todey with a girl from 5t. louis who came
down to apply for e jou teaching at the university. She had
a certificate to teach Japsnese in Japen and slso spoke perfect
Enelish, She wasborn down in Indisna snd spoke with a slightly
gouthern accent, She s2id she had been in Jeopen for 8% years
eand didn't care to have any part of it.

we decided to go to a show, but the girl was concerned
apout getting to the station to catch the trainm back to St, Louis.
When we got in the theatre, we had to separasle because it was
too crowded, We all sgreed to come ovt when the picture came
to the point when we went in, At that point, we walked ovt but
no Doi or the girl., Tomi and I stood srovnd for a half hour,
but they didn't show up., In disgust, we wslked home in the rain
snd as we were hslf way home we ran into Miyoko Ito Ichiyasu.

It was like meeting an @ld friend in s foreiegn country.
We never did know her so well in Berkeley, but we talked a3
if we hed known each other intimstely for yesrs., It was really
swell to see hersgein. We exchanged addresses and phone numbers
and then went running on our way.

November 8, 1943 Rev. Sal

1 don't think we have to worry about S meltzer gumming up
everything in the resettlement program. The nationsl church
council will decide on policies. We are trying hard to get all
thechurches interested in this and we must have a uniform na=
tional policy. Smeltzer does not count for very much in the
national picture sbthough he does talk juite a bit around here,
We are still in a transitionsl stage. We have about 200 or

200 Nisei sttending churches now. We know that thie is only

& swsll number, but thie is a vepinning and we are juite pleased.
They sre all Christisns. I don't know what can be done ato ut
the Buddhists. Something will have to be planned for them.




Field Notes
-Noveuber b, 1942
Shivuteni

ie went out to Des Plaines tonight to visit Bill and Ssk 1ko
end felt very uncomfortasble all the wsy out there, I had heard
about the big riot in Tule Lake during the afternmon, but when
we got on the train at the Noxrthwestern depot I couvldn't help
but noticing thet everythe had s newspaper, T his was natural
gince we were on a commuvter treinm to the suburbs andeveryone
reads on his wyy home, A 11 five of the evening papers carried
headlines sbout Tule lLake, Some just had "Jap Riot"; others had
sccounts of "20 Bayonetted". Lveryone sll the wey down the line
wes reading svout it and we couldn’t help but noticing becauvse
we were sitting in the back of the trsin, As we looked up there
wee headline after hesdline, I looked outside into the platform
and there sgain slmost everyone wes reading a paper-=-avout the
riot., As we got off the trsin s number of people starfed at
e and we did feel rather uncomfortable knowing that the news of
the riot in Tule was fresh in their minds.,

Bill met ue at the stotion and drove ue over to hie brother's
plece to pick up Sskiko end we then went over to the Xanos to
get Irene. We thenwent over to the Shigas and weited for the
girls to meke the sandwidches for next day's lunch,

Bill presented on of his schemes for public reddtions to
ask me what I thoupht sbout it. His plan was to win over the
Americen Legion Post in Des Plaines and Perk Ridge to the ides
of sdopting youngsters of high school age snd to give them &
chance to get ean American education ratker than the inferior
training they are geuvting in the camps. He feit that he wss
succeessful becsuse the Americen Legion representative from Des
Plsines wes the only man at the Illinois C onvention to vote
ageinst the antiZNisei resolution. He felt that the national
organization was slmost s hopeless case, but that be could
work on the various &ocsl chapters as some of the people had
in Minnesota.

We went over to a C hinese restaursnt in Park Fidee where
£iji Kono snd the Sales were present., e chatted during the
dinner snd tien all went over to the Sales., We talked over
all sorts of things and then left, Sales was apparently a vig
shot in Park hidge whose support Bill wanted rather badly.

I got the impression from thie vieit that the few Nisel
in Des Plsines were doing the kind of work that the W3A dreamed
guout when they spoke of "intepration"--whatever thej meant by
that., .here is considersile mingling with the Csucasians and no
conflict aé sll. The Nisel sre behaving very well and srecreatim
an excellent impression.

When we got home we met e Niseli fellow who sald that he
used to be in the same chuvrch with Frank snd eald that Frank
wae hie basketball coach for the church team, ********




Field Notes: Free Association Visitore
November &, 1942
Shibutani

Telly: Boy, that Tule Leke riot wag suie bad. Almo#t everybody
all over the country know atout it. It's going to mesn that the
people won't even give us & chance. A couple of more incidents
like that the resettlement msy be all wahsed up.

I'm tryine to get 8 job in the city libraxy down town so
that I csn get access to books. If I work there I csn take out
a8 many booke ss 1 went and keep them until other nreopel ask
for them, I'm trying to finish up a couple of pspers snd mske
up my incompletes,

Aster: Sumi will graduvate in Febrmmry and I don't know what we're
going to do after trat, 1 guvess she can vorry about that then,

I notice that C.0,P, is doing well in footbsllthis year.
I svre wiss the gsmes, though. Hhemember how we uvsed to it in
that copwded stedium and cheer for the lo:sing team.s C.0.7,
vsed to lose 811 the time when we were there, but now that we
sre in Chicsgo, Stapp turns out a winning team., Maybe thejy
might go to the Rose B owl, Vouldn't that be just swell?
I think everythine steut Stockton is better thanm here, FHven
the way that they veed to deliver all the newspapers to gour
doorsteps wae better than here, I'm getting used to = big
ecity now, but I think that 8t, Louis is better tham Chicago.
T.at's because 1ts & 1little smeller trhar Chicago,

I he=rd sbout that dance over at the Ashdkdnd svdéitorium
but I don't think I'm going to gos I hear it's going to be
pretty wild end I don't went to be seen there with tho=se wild
boyse. I hez1xd thet some of the other kids were plannine to go
but I'd rether go to our school dsnces. The Vogue school spon-
sored some tea dances for us. It's 8ll invitational and we
had 2 swelltime. [io rowdies could come in or anything. That
way 30u cen enjoy jourself, but in thése big dances you always
have to werry sbout your reputation,




Field Notes: Free Association Berry and Doi
Shibuteni

November 11, 1943

Barry was expected in tovn today end Doi came over in the
evening to wait for him, He had made arrangements with his
landlady so thet Barry could stay with him for a while, I
got the impression that Dol wanted Barry to live with him now
that both of them were to be in Chicago. Hours passed but we
got no phone call from Barry so we continued to talk, Doi daid:

"1 think that the boys are all thinking about money., That's
about the only thing they ever talk about other then women, All
they're concerned about is where their money goes. One of the
bad traits of the Japanese is to selt away all their money but
to keep on insisting that they don't have any so that others
won't come to borrow from themes I think these fellows have
caught that from their parents, They all say that thelr money
is going like water off of a duck's back, but I know damn well
that they couldn't possibly spend all that they make,

"I fecl odd and a little different now that I'm working.
I feel as though I'™M an adult, when you're on your own and
you're making your own money, you can do as you please, I'm
not used to it so I feel a little funny, But I do feel grown
up, though,”

November 15, 19495

I hed just gotten up to rum down to the office to interview

a fellow when Chieko phoned from the University and said that
Barry had phoned from the depotes Chieko said that she told him
to sit tight and that someone would come for him, Since I had
to interview, Tomi ran down to the Union Depot after him, I
was busy all day and then about four in the afternoon I went
home with Dois Barry was theres Dol cancelled at date so that
he could take Barry home although he wes e little a ngry sbout
doing that sinece Barry had not wired us in time for him to brealk
the date without some embarrassment, About 5:30 we took Barry
to a OGhinese restaurent, end Doi, after maeking arrangements with
Barry about keys, went out on another date, Toml seid that she
was disgusted with Berry when she went to the station because he
was dressed Just the way the men dress in the cemps, She said
she bawled him out and told him to put on a tie and to replace
his sweeter with a coat,

Novenmber 15, 1943

Barry came in and complained that he had not seen Doi at
all although they were living together, e said there were
several things he wanted to ask Dol but that he had not been
home either on Saturday or Sunday nights,




November 16, 1943

Barry: Dol finally came in last ngght, Gee, I've been living
with him since Saturday, but I've seen him only a helf hour
except for last night. I didn't know he went out to wolf that
often,

Doi: God, that guy Bariy grits his teeth in his dleep end if
there is one thing I hete it's guys who grit their teeth in
their sleepy I can't stand it, I don't know what the do with
that guy because he just won't fit into the company I go around
with here in Chicago. He's too vulgar. He's just going to
have to find a new room, that's all, I'm not sure whether -he's
going t0 get a Job teaching at the universiny either, I told

lalpern what I thought of him, but I don't know what the old
man going to dos I cen't stand having that guy around, I
know that he knows a lot more Jaepemese than I do, but I don'g
think he's the kind of felladw that will get along With the men
we're teachings The trouble with Barry is that he talke too
muchs He's slways ribbing me and I don't like it. He mekes
too many dlrty cracks,

November 17, 1943

Barry: I got a job at the Alloy Company today., It's pretty
goods I went to the WeR,A, and told Olson I wanted & job, He
knew me from the time that he came down to Rohwer and he fixed
me up right away, He called up this place and gave them a big
line about me and they eccepted me right away, I know this job
at the university is betler, but Helpern was kind of hesitaht
so I'm not going to count on ity He said something sbout my
father being iLteruod, but I don't think that's the resl reasén
because Doi's fether wes interned and there are a eouple of guys

teaching rnore who were interned themselves, Anyway, in case
it does come uuroubh 1 told the boss that I might hame to go
work for the Ammy but in the meantime I'1ll work with him, The
whole thing looks pretty good. Now I have to find a place to
stay. I don't think I can staywith Doi.

Doi was sayuhlug that he wee thinking of finding a place
for about $60 or $70. He said that he wented to have a nice
Place where he c¢an entertein his firiendss I think this teac-
ching stuff Bot into his head, He's still the same dumb bas=-
tard I wlways knew, but he juu‘b thinks he's a big shot now,

e e 28 SR 00 SRR

We then went to a movie and es we came out we saw walking shead
of us Doi and nine other Nisel fellows, Doi said that he didn't
feel comfortable with sll the Nisei snd walked behind with us,
The other nine fellows were walking together, Barry hadn't seen
the other fellows for a long time so he walked shesd to talk to

them, but he didn's seem t0 have much sucecess getting along
with the boys snd eBme back, The four of us then went over to
our place end had coffee, In the general conversation, Doi and
Barry agreed for a change, They felt that the Niseli sre always
reminiscing about the pest, They live in the past end are al=-
ways talking about the good old days.




Field Notes: TFree Assocletion Converset ion
November 16, 1943
Shibutani

The interviewer was extremely fortunate to be sble to sit
in on & spontaneous and informel bull session, le went over to
interview a Nisel woman, but when he errived he found two visitors
who had come unexpectedly., They were older Nisel-<between 30 end
40--and they ignored the interviewer and continued with their
conversation, This reveals cuilte well the kind of things with
which the resettlers are primerily concerned,

Mre Konot I haven't gottén a job eround here yets I've been
around esbout two weeks now but haven't hrd any luck. I don't
know whet to do. I've pot a wife and some kids back in the
center end I have to get them resettleds, It's hard to get good
jobs pround here, Chicago's really hard on femily people, If

I write back I'm pgoing to tell asll family people to stay in cemp,
They esn't make a go on the wages they pay here, I think the
average jobs pay sbout 60 to 65 cents, Vou can't support a
family on that,

Mr, Ishida: T know some guys who get more than that, They're
really raking in a lot of money.

"r, Eono: If vou're a friend of Ben Yochioka it's 0.,K¢ I know

a fellow who used to lmow Ben pretty well who ceme in on Thursday;
went to the WRA on Fridey; and went to work on Monday for 85
gcenters an hour, Ile works 54 hours and overtime begins at 40
hours, Te gets about 50 to B0 bucks a week, I hesr Ben was
saving the job for the guye.

Mr, Ishida: That's really dirty. If some of the hakujin there
did that it wouldn't be so bead, dut for a nihonjin to do a thing
like that is really dirty.

Mr, Konot The cost of living eround here is high, see, FEven a
single puy would heve & hard time, If you eat out three times a
day, that'll cost you $3,00 & dey. You cen't make it, Then some
guys just don't lmow what to do with money. Some of these fuys
never hed eny money before, See, they used fo work for their
old men, they only got & little money when they asked for 1it.
Now they got & loto, and they go to night clubs end go to the
races and play the nonies, They spend for 30 to 150 bucks in
one dey. lNosgt Nisei were lueky to get 35 bucks before the war,

Mr, Ishida: Yesh, some of these guys going to regret it after
the war,

Mr, Kono: The trouble with the WRA is that they only give you &
choice of three jobs, They decide what you ought to do, They
don't give you a chance, You walk in and they telk to you a couple
of minutes and then tell you vou only got & choice of a couple of
jobs, They don't even let you see whet else they got, Hell
that's no wey to do. I used to be the head st Bila of the Outside
Employment Section end I helped a lot of people come outs I
thought that all the jobs were inwestigsted end everything and
that'es why I encoureged people to come out heres 1 come here




and find out different., These guys don't check up on nothing,
They Jjust grad anything they can get end tell you to go out there

and shift for youself, If I had known that, I wouldn't have
advised rcople to come out, I know now, You have to know Ben
Yohhloka to get a pood job,

Mr, Ishidat If he were a hakujin I wouldn't feel so bed, but for
a Misel it's no good, Tle should give all an eoual chance,

Mr, Konogi This fellow knew Ben's Tolks, That's why he got a
ttood job.

lMr., Ishida: Some people are meking culte a bit though, I worked

on the west side fs a pressman and got $1,05 an hour,but it was
too far, I took four hours going up and back, I couldn't put in
no overtime becsuse I hed to travel, I know & fellow getting
01425 an hour, Ile gets plenty of overtime too. le gets double
time only on Sunday, I don't feel like working on Sunday though,
Hell, you got to goet some enjoyment out of life, huh,

Mre KEonog I hoer donestics get good peays I know a fellow who
ceme out with big embitions, No go. Then he got his wife out
and they took a domestie job on the north side, Now they get
room end board for the courle and two kids snd a hundred and
Tifty bucks, Ivery time thoy heve a party they ell get $5 extre
epiece, They clear over $200 a month, except for tex, I told
him stay there, He won't get anything better than that, I think
the trouble is that there awen't many Jepsnese doing domestie
work, There weren't so meny who did it before snd they're not
used to that kind of work,

Mr, Ishida: Sure there ere, In San Frencisco, Alemeda and
Oakland there were plenty of them, !Must have been about 500
of them, They were all domestics,

Mrs, Ishimoto: How do you get jobs like thet? Gee, that sounds
good, I'd like to make money like that,

Mr. Konot Oh, they're easy to get, Iven the WRA can get them,
I heard they had 600 domestlic jobs open end they're not taking
any more of them until they get these filled, No Japenese will
take thens That's the trouble,

Mr, Ishidag There's one fellow I know that I think has the best
Job of s&ll the /lsei in Chlcagos He's p drefteman, He gets
01le256 an hour and overtime,s He's sll set,

Mr, Kono: Well, they're some jobs like that, but the WRA is no
good, You ean't depend on them to get jobs iike thet for you,

Mre. Ishida: Have you heard of an employment agency down @own
with a Nisei working in it?

Mr, Kono: Yeahi T heard of them, I heard they cherge 520 just
e

to make an applicetion, If the job is no good, it's too bades I
heard he rets a commission on each one, Thet's why they take
Issei end all, If the job is good, 0.Ks, but I lmow a girl who
got a 527,50 job snd had to pay 5865, for it




Mre Ishidat Well, if she got a good job, it's 0.K,

Mre Kono: I heard of a man who got hurt in & mschine shop., He
had a good job as & punch machine operator end lost three fingers,
I think 1t was his thumb and first two fingers, He got $5,000
end a gueranteed Jjob for life, Iucky he was working for a big
company., I wouldn't want to lose three fingers though,

Mr, Ishida: That's s lot of money. Some poople have a lot of
lueclk,

Mrge Ishimoto: That's a lot of money, but I don't think I'd
want to lose three fingers to get it,

Mre Ishidat I guess not. He's set though, I know some guys
who have a lot of money though.

mrs, Ishimotos Yes, I know some people who are really rich,

Mr, Ishida: K lmow one man who wanted to buy a lemnndry. He

hed the cash and everything, !le has plenty of money and could

have pald cash on the spots He looked over the place and figured
it was 0.K. 20 he was all set to buy., Then the WRA seid no.

I don't know, I guess they edvised them,

mr, Konot Vhy, it wes none of their demn business, That's the
trouble with the WRA, They butt in when they're not wented end
don't help when they're really needed,

Mrs. Ishimoto: CGee, where do these people get sll this money?

Mre Ishida: Some people jJust have lots of money, One man I
now couldn't find a house 20 he said he would go buy one, At
first the nrice was $7,000 end vhen the ovmer found out the man
had the money they put the price up to 810,000, This man was
so mad after looking for an apartment that he waid he would buy
it anyway. He was going shead, but I seid no, He's ceasy, I
t0ld him, That's a lot of money. title's a big man though, He
used to have a lamndry in Oekland, 810,000 is small stuff for
him, I heard some guy bought a hotel on Clark Street, I hear
he paid $25,000 for it,

ir, Kono: I heard about some of these Japonese boarding houses,
They charge a lots They're not trying to help the Japanese
people, I heard one fellow had to pay 51,40 for an evening
meal in one of those places,

mre, Ishimoto: Gee, you could go eat in. a restaurant for that,
I think you could probebly got better food too.

mre Kono: Oh well, I guess it's betterthen cemp, Ve didn't have
much trouble in 0ile, but it wasn't so good, I think the only
trouble we hed in Gile was in Decehber when some Kibei put e

Japenese flag up on the hill, God, we woke up one morning and
we saw the hinomaru no hata up there., They must have been
hot heads, huh? Thet wasthe only trouble,




mr. Ishidat Poston hed a lot of troubles I think it was the
worst of sll the camps, It wes hot end dirty, Ve hed plenty
of trouble, By the way, how did you come out?

Mrs. Ichimoto: We came out last month, We had to stop at Ashe
fork to waeit for the train, The bus arrives just in time to
miss the train so we hed to stay overnight there, They had
arrangements made so we could stay at the motel, vou know,

vr, ¥onot Yeah, I set that system up,

mra, Ishimoto: Oh, did you? Well, they charged us #1 a head
end a8 dollar for transportetion, ZXven children were $1, It
cost me 85, Gee I asked them, ' do you charge 31 for my sixe-
month old baby?', end they toid me I could teke it or leave it.
vhere was nothing else I could do.

Mr. Konoi That's bads That's too highe That's not the wey we
fixed it upe I guess those heakujin know that there's nothing
else we can do so they get away with things like that,

mrs, Ishimotot Yes, $1 a head i1s too high.

mMr. Konog Well, trangsportation is bed anyway. A1l over, it's
that way. The other day I went to meet a friend end the train
wes 12 hours leste, He sent a telegrem for Kenses City and it
came efter my friend was in, I met my friend at the stetion,
end when T eeme home the telegrem was welting for me, When we
came out, nll the trein wes full of Jrpanese, We hed a train ell
to ourselves, but we could get no foods The d inner wes four
cars away and there were two troopships between us, Ve were
buying box lunches, but we got tired of thatso we told the con=-
Aduetore MHe wired shead end stopped the train before Kensas
ity so we all got out end had a hot meal, He was & good FUYes

tire Ishida: Well, T guess I better be going home, GCive my
regerds to Randolph will you?




Field notes: mvee asmsocistion
!ember 17, 19453

1 heard they're going to have a big fight over st that dence at
Ashlend Hall., I heard thet some Santa Ahite guys sre lsying for
each other and they 're really going to have it out, I heerd that
some guys are sore at the Northwest boys too. If you go to that
dance you guys better go stags You can run out faster thet way.

I zot invited to that Vogue School dance, It's pretty good,
I heary It's tea ahd danee, They had a couple before, It's by
invitation only.

Most of the boys are thinking of quitting their jobs. TFrom
their telk I think all of them are aquitting, They never liked
their jobs anyway, and now that it's getting colder they're bitching
sbout the c¢limate., They went to get better jobs. They got these

jobs long time ago end by now they've heerd of guys wikh better

jobs and they want to ouit.




Yield Notes: I'ree issociation Doi and Tamio
November 18, 1943
Shibutani

"The Japasapa boys really gripe me. Our boys go to work in

coats and ties and change when they get there, DBut some of these
geddam bwochies don't have any sense. They go to work in filthy
work clothes and they sit right next to hakujin who are dressed
ups Naturally the hakujin don't like it. Ther wouldn't eve: like
it even if another dirty hakujin sat next to them. GSome cof these
boochies never grwo up and don't realize that they are not back
home anygore, I can't see how they can be so dumb after going
through evacuationg and all that, They still think they're back
in skidrow and they think that people will lsugh at them if they
wear neckties. They make fun of caeh other if any of the ntlione
lins go in e¢cats and ties and say that they are snooty or that
they alweays went to be dressed up, It's guys like that thet are

going to wreclt our chances in Chicaro."




rield Notes: Free Association
Novamber 18, 1043
Shiilutani

Tanio: The Nisei are just shifting from one job to another without
eny reagon for changing, All tho boys ofer at ny place sey that
there's nothing wrong with their jobs, but thoy went to change
enywey, I think thet tho fact thet it's getting a little cold
Just adds to all their beefs, Onc reason vwhy they're not setise
£i0d 1o that there is no percentege in thelr staying where they
arce They just weke up in the morning end go to vwork and they'll
keep on m'in{; to vork oll the rest of their lives, Some of thome
(’im:-.}? helmJinl!Eif,ht be setisfied with that but the Nisel §dst
con't otand 1%,

Dols In e big plent thoro's no feoling that enything bolengs
to you, You Just work for come basterd vho doesn't cere if you
¢roeze to @eath the day aofter he fires you, You oen 't cot

ettechod to any campeny like thet,

Pemio: Toke me, for exemple, I got e reosponsible joby I'm
essiotant foremen of the whole plant, but the only reason why
I'm oteving thore is that I'H seving vp enough money to £o to
gchool, I don't Xmow for sure vhere I roing or vhat to toke,
but T went to cot my degree now thet Itve finished up three
vears, I ask this dumb bastard whet the do, but he says he
doesn't know,

Doi: vViell, why should I be responsiblo for vour future? After
all, you're older than I am, You know, that's a funny thing,
but evorybody comes to me to esck me for sdvice, I don't Imow
nothinge The cther dey Den Kubota ceme up to me and acked me
for sone advice beesuse he wented to peot merrileds Vhen I was
in sgoeltbon Den wag ten years older then me end I hed %o look

p t0 hinm beceuse he wes ¢ big loule in the cormmunity end I
dian't count for crepe Now he comes o ook me for advice,
gure folt funny, thouchs

Tamiot Yeah, I noticed thet too, The sge difference doésn't
pean e demn thing enymore, The seme 18 true of ell the big
shote that uced to strut eround before the wer, Right now they 'ro
no bottor off then the young punks, Those were the cuye vho
were too cood Lo go to vocetional sechool end used to lauch et
the cuye who went there, but right now they're wishine to pod
that they weren't too pround then, They come dovm to our level
nowe They "aven's got o god daym thing to show for all their
bragcing snd shitting, A lot of those guys went to pot merried
now that thc‘?r'e away from their perente, but the gals ere zind
of skepticnl ebout them,

Doi: Ilow you'ro talking, I think merrieco wil! solve o lot of
problomg, Like Shibs says, the poople have a fecling that '
thoy don't belong to enything, I thinlz that most of the fellows
really do feel that thoy don’t belong to enything end thet nobody

cives @ dcmmn ebout them, If they got married that would help
o lot, That will give them something to work for and scmething
to hang on %0, I guess if a follow had something to hang on
to ho eould take nulte a beating,




Tamiot Yeah, & lot of fellows want to get married, I guces sll .
of ue think sbout 1s serilously now end then, I've beon kind

of worried about it but I went to get throuch school snd get a
little more esteblsiehd before I take thefatel step,

Doit The trouble with you, Tamio, is that you are too careful
and too honest, I'e got a musumesan up in Minnesota that's
really ripe for the plcking, Her o0ld man is a rich fermer. and
he could send me to school for life, She's kind of expensive,
but her old man's got the dough to take care of us, She's
going to school now, but I con wait for her to come out, In
the meantime, I can pick the plums around here,

Temiot: Thet's the trouble with you, Doi, All you think about
is yourself, You're marrying that girl for her monoy and you're
not thinking et all about how she's going totke it and hqw she's
going to feel when she finds ouwt whet a ret you ares You're
really going to hurt some girl yet, Dols In e way, I'm gled
that Mich left you in a lurch and merried somebody else, If
she merried you, she'd have to espend the rest of her life just
Pleased your fat stomach, All you think about is yourself and
when sonebody else does somothing hi- wey, you get sore end say
that he is selfish, That's the trouble with vou, You're going
to find somedday that you're not happys TYou're poing to find
thet you're poing to keep reaching but vou'll neover got your full,

Dod: O04K4y 04Key koep preaching to me, I know you're a Christien,
You're jus€ 1ike Shibas, You're alwavs lecturing about one thing
or another, I1I'm thinking of something more practical, 1I™m
thinking of hauling in some dough, I™m thinking of sterting a
¢linie for peychiatric work, I'm poing to be the menager and
I ocon get a couple of dublb gra'uste students to give the guys
the works, The Nisei really need thet ond when they heoar sbout

it they will come by the hundreds, You can really heul in the
MONeY e

Vieitor: DBut that isn't feir, You really ought to have some
¢ood psychlatrists, Aftor all, you'wze dealing with hunen 1ives

and I woulldn't trust those graduate students, They don't know
anything, I lmow one that tried to hypnotize me so that he could
ettack me, I wouldn't trust those fellows at all,

Dois Vell, thet's not the idea, The idea is to meke money, I'm
don't eare vhether these guys get correccted or nots I just want
to get a eounle of graduste studente to give somo tests to these
malad justediiisel so that the buys will think thet they are getting
their money's worth, I know that those tests are no good, but

80 what? The idea's to make money, It's just like a doctor,

One doctor can just look at you and tell vou vou're 0,K,, but
you're not sttisfied with that because you think he misced somoe
chings S0 you go to some crool who really goes over you with
some fancy couipment and you feel that he gave you his money's
wotht, He'll probably tell you the seme thing as the first

s but you'll feel better, That's the idea, NMeke 'em think
hey got their money's worth, If the business turnes out for the
worst you can always pull out and go somewhore else, I figure
e L # «O@-« this way. Ve're living from
day to dey and why worry about the future, If worse comes to




worge, I coen go back to the farm or stert somo orooked buciness
sm'mepiace olse, I'vo been thinking thet with all the boochies
eround here it might be e good idea to stert one of those gembdbling
houses like we hed down on center street in S,oclkton, I don't
know, there pught to be something an enterprising guy cen do to
haul in some dough,

Vioitor: TIeve you thought of starting e whorehouse? I think
youtre just about low enough to start one,

Tamio: Yeah, Doi won't say so in some many words, but I can see
that 1fdea written in the back of his mind all the time,

Doi: No, no, enything but that, I pdey go pretty low, but I
won't be o pimp, I wouldn't be eble to look myself in the face,

Tanio: Ah, what areo you trying to hend us$

Dois I bolicve in meking money by providing whet peop%a noed,

- I know thet we noed a booch vhorehouse here, but I won't start
that, After all, I'm & humoniterien et heart, I™m figuring
maybe I'1l go tdf the Orédnt ofter the wer, I cen elways get
2 job teeching English in Jepen, I mmy cs well get vhatever I
can here end then pull outy There's elways a chence in the
Orient for ~nyiody vho lmovs English, T went to do some kind
of work thet's going to do some goods DBut, you know, now end
thoen It've got to have a toniec to make me work, I romember whon
I was in S¢llouds, I used to pet pretty low when in reined end
I couldn' go out or enything, I hed e letter from e friemd in
camp and it said that I ought to work because the blue chips were
on the table snd that I wao out here represonting ell the Nisel,
That just kept me going because 1t inespired me and mede me feel
good, I kopt that letter end every time I felt lousy I pulled
it out end road it over,

Tamio: Yeoah, but you get inspired and the next day you forget
all about it, You're just that kind of a guy, that's ell,

know the lact time you came up here wvhen you said thet you wore
going back to camp to propese to iidch thet you were going to go
ball:s thore and just make an asghole out of pourself, I knew
she was going to turn you dovn because she knows you wokl enough
to lmow thet you're irresponsible and that she would heve on
hell of a time if she over married you, :

Dois Bog% 1 :-oallyr folt low when Mich merried that other guys

I went out end got drunk end steyed drunk for a long time,
Thet's when I spent e lot of doughs I epend on the overege
of $500 every two months, but thet month I really went on a
sproe, ly old men gave me $1,500 when I sterted school and I
was eerning 350, a month tes‘o{lin{‘: out there, Ivory now end
thon -my mothor sent mo aebout $100 and ry brother lent me about
5200, I don't Imow where all the dough went, but it sure dise
apposred fast, T heven't got & cont loft, I don't have to
worry ©o rueh ebout moncy now, I teceching now end there's
gsuch a searcity of Japanese languare teachers that m? job'a
pretty sefo. I know Falporn and I jJust soy 0,K,, O,K, to
evervthing hoe says emd flatter his ego, Ve're working on




the eourse now and sinee I'm the only one working on the course
who knowe Lnglish he can't efford to cen me, I'm tho only ome
whe Imows eaything sbout linguistics end those others Japs in
there who think they know so much eren‘'t even meking en effort
to leern linguistiecs, They think thoy know everything so I
don' have to worrye If I oit tight end don't do enything to
got him sore, I should be 0.k, I'm doing seme good in toeching
these puys and I'm gotting something out of it mysclf,

Tamio: You lmow, Doi, just in thet last sentence you said you
gcave yourself oway,. W.?ou thinlt you're holping other people when
you're really doing something for yourself, You won't do enye
thing unless theore's comething in it for you,

Doi: Oh, I don't know about that]

Tanio: I don's think you cen understend scmethings, I was
thinking sbout going to Now England, I don't know why, but
sofehow New Inglend eppeals %o me, I'we elways wanted to £0
to a guict place where everybody trusts the other felllivs end
people work together end help cach othor becavse they ant o,
Teople help cech othor not beceuse the cxpoct sarnothing in Ppe-
turn but beeause they went toe It's the simple things in life
that make you happy end it's the simple things in life that
nake you get the most out of it, Teople in Wew Englend have
respect of all others, The trouble with you is that you build
yourself up by BlubPing end someday the bluff is going to get
vous You're the kind of e guy who tries to bluff his cdoctor
into thinking you're not going to die even vhen youdre on youyr
last ctreteh,

poi: The Indien situstion is petl ing bed isn't 1t%

Tamio: Don't cvoid the- issue, Doi,

Doit Oh hell, let's talk ebout something else, Vhen I went down
to Rovher I sew some things that mede me picls, Cuys dowvn . there
thet T nover thoupht were thet wey were roally mmning wild,
Thoy have those long haricuts end they fight allthe time, 1
hoard one little guy ebout 14 talking sbout rubbers, They !mow
plenty. I heard hinm say thaot they a1an't hold well enomph and
that you had to put one mubber over anotherone to meke ou e
there wasn't emy lealk, They sell rubbers right in the canteens
and those Rolwer gels ere realling givings

vemio: Yooh, thet's preotty bad thore, Some of thoee guys started
fiehting as soon as they got into Stockton ACe They got into
a fight with tho Mewaiiens, Threo times thoy just lined up and
ha@ i1t outs L oew the boye walled around later with batoches,
The Heweiiens fight cleen co they lost the first two times, but
tho lost tine they ceught on end really bashed in a fow guys,
The State Garage boys are plenty tough, Iven those guys are
olcener than yvou though, Doi alweys wents to do something big
and he's not heppy uniess he's dho di shit, Dut it's not the
bic things in life that count, Tt's tho feeling od doing ooMmOw
thing for somebody eclse that makes you happYs

Dois Here we go again,




Tonloy Viell, 1life is funny anywey.
Visitor: Why don't you fellows lilke Barry?
Dois Oh, that guyl

Tamios Well, thore aro a 1ot of reasons why the fellows don't
14ke hime Yor one thing, he's slpoppy end uncouth, He's just
Pulpar, Another thing ebout him is that he just ribs poople
all the time, Some times 18 0,K,, dut you con't stend it all
the time, Vhen he started playing baoketball he wes the clume
siest suy on the court, We ymed to kid him ond tell him vhat

a “lashy player he wos and 1% wont to his heed, He thought

we roelly moont it wheon we wore just kidding him, Iio's elways
pulling those corny jokes end you get tired of it eftor a while,

Doi: Thero are othor things thet guy doos too, The other day
he wen in tho office waiting for lislpern o come bock and I was
toaching o soldier some booch, He just std there end pleked
out el tho misctelkos thet I mede, LHe ceme munning up and sald,
llo, thatts not right,' He shouldn't do things like that, When
1 wont beck to carpy he wus such a big louie that he ignored meo,
I spont & lot of time writing him two lettors seying that 1
wes coming dovm there snd he 4ldn't even came look me ups 1
had to go dowm to see him, That roally got me, There are two
kinde of puye that get me, One is the guys like Berry ond the
other is the Jeppee-sappe Loys, Thope basterds just do every-
thing to make the halmjin think wé're e bunch of barborlans,

I can' soo howthose guys oen keop on living the wuy they doe

Temio: UVell, I don't mow, I}oi? vou seem o be dodng 0.5, You

ati11l owe nlnoet evorybody vou fmow some moneys L noticod the
other day when Dol wes over to gee the boys that almost overye
body in the room hed some intereat in Doi, They didn't want
hin to kiek off without paying off his dobts to them, They
were oll interested in hie heelths




Field Notes: Free Association
November 20, 1943
Shibutani

"Doi says thet he doesn't want to live with me because he
can't stend me, but I don't think I cen stend him either, He's
just one of those guys, I sew the lendlady today end she wes
seying that she hed a tough time meking ends meet, but I Enow
demn well that Doi hasn't peid his rent for three weeks, I
was telking to the MNegre woman “ho was cleaning =nd she was
compleindie ebout how little she got paid for her work, Then
the lendlady ceme in snd said that she wented to pey her more
but that she didn't have the monev right then, I ssked her
how much I owed her and told her I would pnay for the sheets
and for half of Doi's room rent, The lady seemed to need the
money so I peid her for the sheets end told her 1'd pay the
rent after I telked to Doi to see what he wanted to do about
it, The ledy took the $1.50 I gave her and gave it to the
colored woman., Dol came home pretty soon and I asked him about
the rent, ie didn't say enything so I told him I peid the lady

aiready for the sheets., Then he got sore as anything, IHe sald
that I was supposed to be his guest and any financial transection
that goes on between the lady and me gshould go through him, 1
think he was just sore beesuse I didn't give him the money, I
know he's broke and hasn't got enough money to go wolfing before
his next paycheck, but I still think that he omght to pay his
rent first, especially since the »ems-# lady isn't rich,

"I know what kind of & guy Doi is, I worked with him once
in the country sbout five years agos He borrowed fwom everybody
else who was working there. I think he owed everybody there at
least five bucks, I don't think he's pald some of it back yet,
He's the kind of guy thet borrows and borrows end then getse
sore if vou ask him to pay you bsck, He thinks you're not his
friend if vou ask him to pay you back, He never thinks that
he's pretty dirty in asking a guy who's almost as broke e he is,

"T don't see how he ean kick ebout me high hetting him when

he csme dovm to Rohwer, Hell, I was busy, Even if I 4id go
over to his place, he wouldn't have been home enyway, Ie's al-
ways out with some woman, He's really been high hatting me out

here, I haven't even eaten lunch with him since I came here,.
He says that I'm vulgar, but who in the hell does he think he
1s? If he were a gmooth cookie with no faults I wouldn't care
if he picked on my faults, but he's pretty wulger himself,

"The other night Yesukochi came over with his wife and all
of us went bowling. His wife is pretty good in bowling, but she's
gsure funny otherwise, What's the metter with her, enywey? 1
can't see how George can live with hers She's so dumb and he's
po damn intelligents I can't understond it."

After the conversation at dinner, we went to & movie and sew a
Merch of Time £ilm on Japen in which Grew gave a favoreble state-
ment

"T sure felt uncamfortable when the little girl sitting in
the row ahead of us turned sround and pointed et us, Gee, I
though she wes going to sereem, I think Crew ls failr and really
understends the Japsnese. He's ot llke these crackpots,”




Field Notes: Free Association Miscellaneous
November 21, 1943
Shibutani

Tomit These Chicago people are really vulgar, I guess Chicago
people are a bunch of country hicks end new rieh who haven't
had the advantage of a good family where they could be taught
some manners., I didn't live in a2 rich home or anything, but
at least my perents taught me a few things, These people just
cut in front of you end just shove you aside, If you want any=
thing you have teo puqh them back, I pguess they expect to be
pushed beceuse they don't say snything when I push them back,
Beck home when there were e lot of people waiting the grocer or
bttcher would ask, 'Who's next', end the people used to look
eround to see who was before them. They used to even sisk-up-
point out a verson who wes ahesd of them when the men offered
to wait on them first, I remember thet happening ell the time,
But out here it's everybody for himself, FPeople come in lste
and shove everybody aside and just yell their orderss The
neoule here are keto (vulgar). They act like e bunch of animels,
I don't see why They spesek about Jepenese not being eble %o assi-
milete when you can see all these people avound here who can't
even speak English, Angpother thing, back home people used to
smile. Even if you didn't know each other it was just more
pleasant because people smiled more, Here if you smile people
think you are flirting or something, I Jjust don't like Chiecago.
People live like saveges and they're so smugs They try to put
on an air of being nice by wearing fur coats and everything,but
when you see them in a grocery store you can tell picht swey
the kind of Tamidy they come from, The other dey I was in the
line behind two girls who were ebout 10, One said to the other,
*Why don't you come overf® Iy mother's working and I'm home by
myself,' The other girl seid, '"Wo, I hsve to go home ehd cook
because daddy will be coming home.,' It's like thet, People
just ignore their children and go out to reke money, No wonder
they grow up to be Studs Lonigans}

Barry: God damn, I got chased by bed bugs agein last night,

I petting pretty good et killing them now, I'm thinking of
putting them in a jar and prebenting them to the lady for a
present, Did you -ee the pictures in the lersld ebout the Butoku
EKei? Thet's the L.,A, bunchs I notice there ere a lot of J,A.C.L,
people in the pieoture, That's & lot of bull shit, but it's bad
publicity, I wonder what will heppen to the Nisei if the Hearst
papers keep up their cempeign. They can really meke it bed for
us and theye's nothing we can do esbout it,

Dol: I'm sorry that I treated Barry the way I did, but I just
van't stand the guy. You remember when we came out of the show
the othernight when Barry went up to see the boys, You noticed
that he came back right awey, Those guys don't like him and
they gust shoved him eround, Nobody likes thet guy, He thinks
hets got the world by the teil, That's what's the matter with
him,




Field Notes: Free Associlation Miscellancous
Shibutani

November 22, 1943 : Chieko

Did you see the yesterday's Herald? They hed a big spresd
about the Butoku-Kai again, We heard from somebody that it was
in theke so we went up to 635rd and bought the paper., They're
really going after the Nisei, eren't they, Golly, two full .
papes! We just put the psper out on tho éining room table and

looked at the viletures, I sew a lot of T.A.C,1L, leaders from
L.As in there, Ve looked at it pretity carefully, That just
ghows you how American they were, J.A.C.L., PIfFrftl PPt

I hate the JA.C.Ls They did nore to damage the WNisei position
in this country than any other single organization,

TBvcuber 23, 1943

_ I had to call some hotels today to get a room reserved for. .
¢im end Hattiees 1 had heard that there was some difficulty in
getting Hisei into rooms so 1 jJust called from the university
to meke their refusal tougher, The first two places I called
were full, so 1 tried the leyflawer, The following is the
conversation that took place over the phone}

TSF Hello, 1'm cdlling fram the University of Chicsgos We have

a youhg man coming into toun to attend a conference for a way
research nroject being carried on here, end I wonder if you have

a roon aveilaeble for he and his wife,

Clerk: Well, let's seey, We don't have eny double rTooms left,

but we do have one very nice room open which hag twin bedsy I'm
gsorry but that's the hest we can doy, When are these people coming
in%?

T8t They'll be here from November 26 to December 12,

Slerk: right, I think we ¢an teke care of them, What is
heir name please?

Mr, ond lMrs, Jomes Sekeode,
Clerk: Seakodes What nationelity is that?
TSs They're Americans n-turelly,
Clork: Well, of what ancestry?

T™: I don't see where that mekes eny difference if theylre
working in a war project, They happen to be of Jepsnese ancestIy,

Clerk: Oh, well in that case I'm sorry but we can't teke them,
PSs Whet kind of a hotel are you running enyway, You refuse to

provide housing for an Americen who 1s 2 war worker just becsuse
of rece prejudicel Whet kind of Americens ere you, anyway?




(The woman who answered the phone didn't heve the slightest idea
that a Nisei wes phoning her, She probably thought thet the
eall wes conming from the university housing bureau, My intention
was to get her over e barrel snd do a little yelling,)

Clerk: Well, you see, we heve no objections, but there ere a
number of Chineso living in our hotel and they may not like it.

(This stetement is not true, There were some lNisei living there
but a later phone cell indicated that this was & lies)

TS: But these people ere not Jepsnesé. Do you mean to tell me
that you won't accept Americens who are doing war work?

Clork: Well, just a minute, I'll ask the meneger, (brief pause) .
You say these people are Anericen citizena?

TS:

Clerk: The nﬂn"pc“ says thet in that case it will be all rights
We'll try to keep that roam open for you, let's see, they are
Anericans and are doing wer work, All right, Thank you, You
see, I don't dare do soue of these thinge without asking the
menagere Good bye.

(This was rather surprising in the case of the Nayflower because
scveral Kisel had lived there in the past, perticularly during
the early phasges of the resctilement movements The atmosphere
had slweys been pleasant, It is cuite possible that the clerk
was the one vwho wes feeling that way and thet there was no set
oolLeJ. She did not take very long in consulting the manageles
if she actually dl&. Laeter in the efternoon I telked to liss
Torell to verify the war work business in cese they cslled, and
she weas so disg r”tum and surprised that she said we ought to boy=~
cott the plece if they tried anything like that sgain, She thought
that the place was above that sort of thing. ”ism Adamngs was of
the opinion that the hotel wes very libersl as fer as race poliey
was concerned, but when she heard of this she got very angry and
gsaid she would tell them eff if they ceazalled for confim *‘10u.)




Field ﬁbtes: Free Association
Shibutani

November 25, 1943

Rosie: It certeinly is a small world isn't it? It's good to
see all of you again, Imegine} Last year we were miles apart
and the year before we were together Jjust like today. I'd
never dreamed wetd be together like this so far away from home,.

I working es e hostess in a very classy women's club,
I get so tired of being polite that I ean just go home and
sereem and cuss and do everything that I'm not supposed to do
where I work., I have to dress up and wear heels all the tinle.
A1l T do is talk to them when they come in and loaf and show
them to their tebles, That's all, but bopvo boy I get plenty
tired,

Mrs, Izumi got this job for me, She is helping a lot of
Nisei and there are some that are just bad, They take advantage
of hers, There is a fellow named Sam who has been living there
for six months., He won't work or anything and they Jjust cem't
get rid of hims I guess he intends to just live off the people
for the duration, He thinks the Caucasians did him wrong and
I guesshe wants to get even with them, When I ceme she asked
me to help him and I tried, but vwhere does that get me?

Jay is in Salt Leke and he may come out herey He wants
me to marry him snd he thought I was going to resettle in that
area, but when he heard thet I ceme out here he got kind of
gore, This morning the fellow vho lives next door gave me some
coffee to drink before I came over, I get along well with the
fellows who live at the house,

Myrs. Izumi may be helping the Wisei but she certainly isn't
a kind hearted person at heart, You ought to see the way she
drives around her husbands She thinks she's somebody because
she might get to work for the government, but she's got her
hushand working as a gerdener end she treats him more like a
gardencr than like a husbands I feel sorry for the poor men,
I talked to him one day and he sure seemed lonely.

I'm worried about getting my parents outs I want them to
come out and look the place over, But I think theg're worried
about Yoshiko, (invalid) I heard that Gila may move again,
and I started making arrangments to move my parents and then
I heard that they weren't going to move, The segregated people
from Tule Leke weren't allowed to go to Gila and that must
mean something, The same was for Poston and Manzener, The only
centers the people from Tule couldn't go to are in California
and Ariesona which are the two bad states,

One day offer at the hostel I wes walking around end I ran
into Nobu Tekehashi, I was sgo surprised and gled to see him I
justren up end practically hugged him, He was kind of embarrassed,
Ve talked about the ecemp life snd sbout before evacuetions Oh,
I was g0 glad to see him that I jumped on him,




I see that there was a riot in Tule Leke, It sure is hard
on the people who ere there, It's really bad for the rest of
us too. I really feel more sorry for the people in the camp

thoughs

I heard that the wounded soldiers from the Paclfic are going

to be sent to the hospitals in Gila, There's a good hospital .
there, I don't think there's eny future in the campe When that

sort of thing stmrts happening, we'll ell have to get out. In
a way, though, the ecvacuation was e good thing, The camps pro=-
vide a good resting place for the old poople, They would never
heve retired if they hadn ¢ been foreced to. They would heve died
working, The thing sbout camp that gets me is that the famm
pirls who are meeting people for the first time are going wild,
They don't know anything about sex end they think it's fun to
be wild. I heard there were a lot of pregmant women there, I
went to be with Jay. I'd feel more at home here if Jay were

here with me,

(Rosie, Doi, Barry, Tomi and I went to an Itallen dinner and then

went bowling, There were two other Nisei there who stared at us
for a while and then went home, When we got to State Street

we split up because everyone thought it would be bad for five

to be walking abreast. Dol took Rosie home,)

November 26, 1943 Doi

‘What kind of a girl is Rosie, anyway? Ve went to a midnighy
show after we left you and then when we went home after a few
rounds et bars, she invited me in,. It was four in the morning.
If she's like that ell the time, I'm going to teke her up on it,

Today Chieko came into conference late and everybody stared
her up and down to see what Bhe knew, All Nisel arethat ways




Field Notes: Free Association . Rose Yoshino
E=108

Shibutani

Dec, o, 1943

About 6:230 Doi phoned up and said he was bringing his girl
friend over to we could look her over and pass judgment. A few
minutes later HRose phoned and said that a lady wherc she lived
. wanted to have a party and kicked her out of the house, She
said she had no where to go and asked if she codld come over and
spend the evening with us, ©ohe arrived about nine and gave us
an invitation to a dance being sponsored by Mrs, '‘addell's group
of 200 nisei ~irls,

"I don't see why nisei act the way they do. Mrs. ‘laddell
sald that she was willing to pay for all the expenses ior this
dance and they agreed without a murmur., It seemed to me that it
was very unfair that she should pay for it all herself and so I
suggested that we charge admission to defray the expenses, All
of the girls objected but I kept spesking up and arguing so they
finally agreed to charge a nomlnal fee, I then suggesated that we
might have a projecet to have some sort of Amas fund so that we
coild give pre ents to soldiers and to children in the reloca-
tion centers., I thought that in this way we could be helping
someone to have a more pleasant Xmas, but the girls objected
and said that it was too much work, Then I suggested that we
might gather Xmas presents for soldiers but the girls argued
that various other groups were doing this and therefore ther- was
no necessity for our gro p to do the same thing, Thal's an old
argument. <They use it all the time, Then I suggested that we
have a party for nisel soldiers since they are so far away from

home and probsbly not get furlough to visit camps. They saild

that they didn't want to do this either. ‘e had a big arguient,




I finally succeeded in —etting them to charge a nominal iee for
men and to charge a 4amas present for all women so that we could
send the gift to the litile tots in the relocation centers, We
knew that we could charge enough to make the dance self-suPport-
ing, - It isn't that we wanted the money, but I saw an excellent
opportunity to make several people happy at the same time, It
was all very disgusténg."

About this time Dol came in., He seems to have misinterpreted
Dy Halpern's informality. Ilalpern is very con- enial in informal
situations and uses many slang words. Dol has apparently thought
that if a professor behaves in that manner, he also can do so,
“"hat he apparently missed was the fact that Halpern can be a
gentlemah when he is among strangers. DUoi shoecked Hose no and
because, altho he meant well, he was actually ver,y rude and vul-
gar, le started kidding ifose about coming from iflorin and without
kjowing anything about her background, made many remarks that I
wes ofreid might upset her considerably. Dol insisted that in
the intellectual group in which he was moving, pecple discussed
nothing but books and music., <The girl who came with Dol knew Rose
from before and they got into a corner together and discussed
matual friends who are now out in Chicago, Each was surprised to
learn that certain individuals were out, They talked about various
they knew who'were now married and about the whereabouts of Tule
Lake accuaihtances.

Doi complained that he did not like to be with Jimmy. He said
that he went to eat in the Commons and was very embarra sed: ""e
went over to the Commons to eat, I thought it was common ccurtesy
that I should take him to eat since he was a friend of yours and I

had not seen him for a long time., '‘hen we got there, he started




talking in a very loud voice about Japan, He sald in Japan they
did things this wey and in Japan they did things thst way. He
kept talking about Japanese and all reople around us seemed to
stop conversation and listen to him, At least it seemed that way
tome, I was very :ncomfortable and I kept hoping that he would
stops £DSut he didn't. I'll be dammed if I go to a public place
with that guy again.”

We walked to the I.C, with Rose and on our way back we

stopped at the @loriried Hamburger. There was a big sign in front

of the place where we sat, saying, "Please Pay hen Served”, 'then
the woman brought the hamburgers, I paid her, 4 know I paid her
because when I first saw that sign while waiting for the hanburger,
I coun ed out 30 ocents and put it in my overcoat so that I wouldn't
have to peal off helf of my clothes, "hile we were waiting for
our hamburger I overhecard the waitress suy to the cook, "Why do
all the Japs cane here?" 4after we had finished sating our ham-
burger, the wanitress stood in front of us as if she expected
something, Tomi asked if I pald her and I said we did, She

ooked very skeptical but she went away so we left, after we
were on the sidewdkk, I happened to look in the store and noticed
that the waitress was star$ing at us with a very suspicious look,
Apparently she was culte sure we had not paid., The firste® thought
that ecame to my mind waes that I hoped she thought we were Chinese,
S0 that other nisei would not suffer from this incident, I was
rether resentful and muttered to myself that Chicago people were
all so dumb if they couldn't wount up to 30 cents anyway.

The girl who eame with Dol remarked, "Gee, when you go down=

town on Thursday, you see so many Yapanese girls, That's the day

that all the domesties have off so they go shopping together. I




odw

thi.nk ther all go together to help each other buy clothes, They
also buy things for their friends ho are still in camp, ‘hen you
go down during the week days you see enough Yapaneses. DBut you walk
down State 2t., you can generally -ee at lesst 20 Japanese and at
ledst 3 or 4 that you know. On Thursday there are three times as
many girls in many stores downtown,"

On the way home RKose was complaining about the narrow-minded-
ness of nisei, &he said, "I went over to Jeeti's, the Indian
giri's homey, the other night and while I was there I met a man
from sfganistan and another Hindu, They offered to take me home
and so I naturally acceptod., ©“ince it was early we decided to go
bowling. "e went into a bowling alley and we saw four other nisei
there. ©Since 1 didn't know them I didn't pay any attention to
them, We were having a swell time and I Was having a most fun
with these two men., 411 of a sudden I turned around and looked
and noticed all four of the nisei staring at me, Yor the first

ime I reclized that they must have thought 1 was some women to de
playing around with men who looked like negroes, I guess they
thought I was a prostitute or something, I didn't care because I
knew that these narrow-minded people would never understand what
it neans for people just to be friends., They are go gutter-minded
that they put their thoughts into everybody's head and think the
worst of everybody.B

"In a sense I'm very glad that "'m here, 1 think that eva=-

cuation did a lot of good in spite of the hardships. I've made

some very nice friends over at the E,P.E. and I wouldn't trade

them for anythings, I've met so many nice pesople who are sc differ-

ent from the nisei that I am very happy in comparison to before."




I'feld Notes: +iree sssoclation barry
Dec, 6, 19 43
Shibutani

"I thin't the first hunch cnme out hore beocuse they were

worried adbout ihe first bunch that came out were
spmarter and a lot of them wegnted to o % school. fome of them
wanted to save up money so thet they would have something lelt ém
when the way wes over. The next dbunch that came out, came out
because reloocation was the thing to do. verybody was doing it
and they wanted to be up with the times., Now, wh have the third
unch coming out and they are céming out because the eamp is very
dull, No one is left and there is not muc

they are petting very bored and they a

N

that they can have more fun outside,
"Monday night I went chopping for Xnmas presents, I bought
@ olenn clothes so I will have scmething respectable to wear
end then I bought about {35 worth of stuff to seni to my
d their friends baok in the center,
"I'm payinz 2 bucks for the roonm I'm living in end I caught

%

bugs on the ot night, I went down tc the landlady and
ined and she eame up and sprayed the »nluce, Shat night I
caught 12 bed dbugs and so I domplained azuin, +~he s-id she would
do samething adbout it dbut the night asfter thnt I ouught 8 more,

“yver since then I've killed at least U ded bugs a night to the end

of the week, I didn't Ouhplnin to the landlady bdbeocause it's hard

to find rooms, and I don't want to make a bad impression. It
might be bad for nihonjin in generals Lven 1f she kicked me out,
I could look for a plice but I know some nisel who might have a
tough time 1f she didn't want them around.

"The other nisght I was going to Ivanston and when I was in

the subway, cnother nisei got in the ocar. le was a typleal Jap




with buck teeth and ~lasces, <There were no double scats open hut
there were plenty of seats with one prson sitting in them, I
don't know why but he decided to sit with me, I didn't like that
80 I just ignored him, I didn't talk to him beccuse I didn't want
other peoplé to notice us talking., I didn't went them to think
that we knew eunch other. Pretty soon, aes we were riding aleng, I
deccided that twe glassesr and two buock teeth sitting together was

too much and too conspioucus and so I took off my glesscs and put

them in my pocket, hen I got to my stock, he got off too, I

waited avhile and I got off and I noticed that another nihonjin

got ofl{ behind me. I isnored them both and kept on walking, I
/allkked all arcund ut eouldn't £ind the pluce vhere I was supposed
t0 20 Finally I went to a corner drug store and phoned and they
to got theres "hen I got to the artnent, I notloed
both the guys that I ignored wer eiltting there, Goddan,
I was enbarrassed,

"I don't ignore other nisei becnuse I went to snudb them, I
ignore them because I don't want us to be eonspicuous, I almost
always talke off my glasees in the street oar beeceucse I look like a
Jape.

hen I go to work in the morning, in every street car I get
int®, there's at least one yabo. I ean't do anything about 1¢ but
I don't like to be with yaboss This morning I went to work with
one of the fellows who live at our house. He kiows betier than
mogt nisel eo without saying anything I sat in the front of the
cer and he went to the bueck, Ve always sit apart, 4bout two stops

v

later two more yabos onme and goddan, one of them knew me, &0
ther sat down by me und sturted talking like anything, ui'ter a

while I fel' a little better dut at first I sure lelt funny,




"The other day when I wa- ®klking down the loop I saw a
fellow that I thought I knew, I was pretty sure 1 knew him but I

hesitated calling him becsuse I dldn't went to he emberra sod.

"When we were leaving that place in Evenston we got ‘ntec a

r=

mixup. +~iX werc leaving, three of them lived there,
boys declded to stay with the girls lfor ¢ while because
not good for all of us to go at once, Thre

the train in one directi n and one went the other

with one of the kids btut I didn"t mind because
ing about hin, lie just sat there and he

leaving the oar at our stop, I nuiged

jin ceme

L

1ted W * three halku

He did 8 80 O  us wouldn't be

back on the Gripse
manning a Jap center,

i Teel like goin 0 Japan and eriticizing the U,8, camps, It
really gripes ne, omatimes in naciouc momente I
fecl like being a lord Haw Haw and r-a ) € some of these smag

halujin off,

I don't see what some people are kicking aboat, The Chinece
are not doling as nuch for the war efTort as the Nihonjin., The
viinese newer did contribute %o imerican life but Jupun-se dee
Tarns out of swanp land and made California what i% is

They treat the Chincse nice but the  never did do anything,

think evaouation threw the Japunese baok 20 yeurs., Some

cme outl okay because they h d nothing to lose. §ut some

them will never recover thelr fosses,”




Fleld Notes: rFree ..ssociation
Deos 7, 1943
~“hibutani

"Well, today is two years after Pearl llarbor, I've been
rcading the papers and looking at the plctures oi the disaster,

i also ec.‘ai.‘. not help but notiocing all the at acks on the '‘Ka and
all the bad publicity that's been coming out recently, The

s erican people in general know so little about the Yapuncce dhat
even o littie publielty has a lot oi erfect, “he hakujin who are
not afiected by the publieity and who are sympathetioc with the
Jupane @ pooh-pooh the influence of the news and savy that we are
over-sensitive, They can afford to olaim that we are over-
sensitive becausec the publicity doesn't mean anvthing to them,
idhey oun always pass for hakujiin,

'When the war started two years ago, I was sure that we had
come o the end of the trail, I hated Japan but I eouldn't see
any future for the Japanese -in smerica, I didn't know where to
turn but 1 was protty sure that we would have some pretty b-d
direrimination, I thought that it would be terrible, The only
thing that kept me @oing was the feeling that all of us would not

be killed no matter how bad it go and that long after the wor we

may be able to live ngnin like humnen beinge, Now that I look baok

over it I see that it wesn't so bad. Now e have more hopes but

st11l so many things might happen that you reslly ean't tell,”




Pield Notes: Free Ascocietion
Decenber 7, 1048
Shibutani

The major problem rizht now up in the lenguege school is
the Kibei issue, A Kibel fellow wonte to use the Hepburn sgr:ten
or else he prefers to use kana, The trouble with that gmy
that he just wants to set up everything so that he can show off
everything he lmows, Linguistically the liepburn system is ine
forior to the one that we are using, VWhon we get te certain
verbo, he's going to find thet we just cen teach the distinctions
properly if we use the Nepburn, But arguements like that pass
through his cars end he just keeps on yelling end yelling, All
that bastard does is meke a lot of noise, Ho's not so hoty He
knows his booch, but he doesn't know enougch English to do e good
job, The mein %roublo with thet guy is that he likes himself
too much, TIe keeps bringing up ell kinds of words and keeps
paying that it's bettor and easier to use Hepburn, It's irrie

tﬁtm.

T don't lmow what the do in the offices I wnlk in there
end nobody telks to me, They all think that I'm Helpern's pet,
Halpern wants me to kocp en oye on the people in there ané find
out what's bothering everybody sco he oon keop up the morale of
the group. I don't belong with the others in the office end I
f£irure the best wey to keep out of trouble is not to go in there,
If I don't touch thai, they can't hurt me,

Now that everybody hes started teaching, things ere going
botterthen before, Tho cut-throating sort of thing has stopped
bocause everybody is kind of busy prepering the next day's lessons
and doing stuff like that,

Yeah, Halpern wants me to keep en eyo on what's coing on
end he wants me to tell him what's going on, but I think I'1l
stay away {rom the offices I work from nine to six end get
only a half hour off for lunche I haveto go over to the hospltal
all efternoon to tesch the specisl sttdents in thore vho ere
recovering and vho will be Joining the unit es scon es they ere
well.,




riéld_nétms Free Asaoolutibn
December 11, 1943 Berry Saiki
Shibutani

L

) Several of us follows were ¢olng to a Chop Suey on 68rd sStréet,
end I wee embarraessed by the way they acted, Cee, they act as
though there's no war going on, They yell eround end aet es though
they ovmed the places I felt so comspiouous so that I walked about
a half block behind thems First I told them they better split up
but they didn't think it wes necessary so I just slowed dovn end
waelked behind them, It wee the seme when you guys were stending

in the middle of the streoet at Rendolph ané State, You were
bolding up the traffie in one of the busiest corners in the world
and were talking sway as if nothing happeneds I just didn't

want to be conspicuous, Ve went into the Chop Suey and thepe

vere no seats in the booths so thoy put de richt in the middle
where cverybody could see us eating, I feolt kind of be=
cause were oeating with chop sticks snd evervbody was loo : at
us, After we got through we went to the show, I wanted to

pight in, but these fellows bought some candy, When we got

they started unwrapping their candy end the noise of eellophene
was terrific, I Jjust sunk in my scat,.

The people I work with are pretty nice, The other morning
one of the fellows came in and said that he met a pretty Jepenese
£irl on the bus on the way to work, Ie told me that he forgot

my nemoe or notherwise he would have fixed everything up for me.

One of the liegro fellows I work with came up to me and
started talking sbout Pearl Horbor, Ile told me that ho knew
he shouldn't say enything like this to me but he felt that we
could help it if the Jape attacked Pearl Horbor, He hated the
Japs, but he figured thet I was innocent and couldn't help what
the Jeps 4id, I puess he didn't Imow I was an American citizen
or anything,

The other day, the lendlady asked me about the Japenese,
She said, "Gee, you people certainly move a lot, Were you
that way before the war®t Nisel are alwa & moving around, I
guess that's because they're nover satisfied with the places that
they get so they keep moving eround, Another thing, thoy lnow
of the botter places that their fricnds get and they went the
gseme kind of places,




Field Notes: Free Agsociation Bull session

December 12, 1943
Shibutani

Yuki: I'm working in a Negro Y.W.C.A, now, I thought thet I
could find out a lot of new and interesting things by working
with them, but I've been rather dissepointed because they're
just like anybody else, Some of them are awfuily nice and some
of them are really bads I like my work. I think it's swell,

Temio: Sure, Negroes are just like anybody else.

Barry: Anybody else, but the Japs, The Japenese are crazy.
iake the way the Jepanese Army fights for example, Those guys
fight in such a way that the hakugjin ean't understand, That's
why from our stendards they're nuts,

Temio: Well, I can't find anything in them that's so sdmirable,
The damn Issei talk about their guts and everything, but I think
they're just a bunch of dumb dopes., They don't know what they'pe
fighting for and they Jjust follow eéommands, They are going to
die for their country, but they don't know whet their country is
fighting for.

Barry?! Yeah, they do ecreazy things, But you got to look at it
from their point of view, Don't getme wrong now, I don ¢t like
those guys either, but I say that if you look at it from-their
point of view, the whole thing is understanfilble,

Yuki: But that doesn't justify their acts.

Berry: No, I'm not sayfihg that it justifies the things they do.
The whole thing may not be able to be justified at all from a
ratlonal point of view, but I think it's understandidble if you
look at it the way they look at it, No, I don't think they are
Justified, Maybe it's rational from ﬁheir point of view,.

Temio: It's net rationel from their point of view either.

Barry: If you grant them their assumptions you might possibly
eome to their conclusions, We're jJust not willing to or can't
uhderstend themy I think it might be rational from their point
of views They start out by thinking the emperor is everything
and they think enything he seys is good, Hell, fthey you cen't
argue enymores That's the way they've been taught, They can't
help it if they think that way, The more I think of it the
more I think i$ is ratlhonal for them,

Temio: Well, meybe it's retional, but ite not right from the
point of view of humanity,.

Barry: Oh, well, that's different, From a humanitarian peoint
of view nothing these demmn fascists do is right, By the way,
you going to zo over there to fight those guys?

Temio: I don't know where I stand with the draft. First I hear
i%'s coming in in November, then I heer it's goilng to be Janeury,
then I hear it's not coming at all, Last I heard was that it
was coming in in April, I want to go to school té finish up a




year's work, Then I can get my diplome and then I don't care
what happens, 1 want to have something to hang on to when the
war's over, I'm thinking of going to school beginning this
January, Thheard from one of the soldiers who works in the
staff office down at Shelby that the draft was off for good,

I know a lot of contrary stories are cireculating, but I think
this guy ought te know, After all, he's right in there,

Barry: What would you do if there were a draft?

Temio: Hell, what can I do? You have to go, you have to go, that's
all, ;

Yuki: Sure, there's not much snybody can do sbout a think like
that unless he wants to be put in jail, I think some of the
Hisel ought to go. After all, it'll be better after the war
for all of us if somebody goess

Tomi: Sure. I don't see what some of the bums around here are
getiting done anyway, All they do is sit around and make trouble,
They just go around cereating bed impressions and they continue
yelling about something that happened & long time ago. They're
getually better off out here than they would have been if there
ha@ heen no evacustion, but they moan end complain and just get
in the wayes The cuit 30139 without reason asnd get everybody mad,
A few months in the Army will do them cood and 1t will teach
them some responsibility, Then it will also clear them off the
gtrebt and the others who are left esn live in peace, 1 think
they ought to draft these men who aren't doing senyvthing cone

atructives It's not feir with all the other youhg men going.

Yuki: It's not just the lisei who were disrpmted by the war,

Everybody has hed to suffer, There ere thousands of neople who

had to give up their homes snd business to serve oversess, Some
of them are even giving up their lives,.

Berry: That's right, but the Nisei don't see things that way.
They Ligure like this' the government did us wrong so they
haven't got the right to draft use - I think there's going to
be a lot of resentment if the dreft comes in,

Temio: People ere really scared of the draft thoughe I know
when I was in cemp s lot of people were saying that the reason
why they didn't want their sons to come out was thet they didn't
vent them in the Armyls Sure, that's the reasson why a lot of
them don't want to come outs Some of those Kibel are sure
going to be sore when they get drafted right out of the centers,

Barry: Who in the hell wents Kibel in the Army? I know & lot

of Kibei snd I wouldn't condemn them as a group, Some of them

are really good fellows, but some of thome guys think just like
JBPS.

Yuki: That's trues You cen't trsut some of them.

Tamio: Hell, those guys are lisble to shoot their guns in any
direction,




Barry: Well, those guys had a field day in cemps, but now they've
come to the end of their trail, They thought they were pretty
good, you know, They even threatened to beet me up. Jesus
Christ, We used to get into a hell of an argument, Just when

I got going and I started giving them some good erguments they
would pin me down, They ask me why I'm behind barbed wires if
Amerjcans are so good, - They do thet ell the time, When they
say that, then there is no more argument, It's like the men who
cuotes the Bible for his suthority, When he says it's so because
the Bible says so then you can argue with him enymore because
He'll get sorel{ Yeah, I guess the Jeps are all like that.
They're fanatical,

Yuki: Here we go againe

‘ Well, it's true, Those guys were brought up on those
storéés, I remember being told those stories about General
Wogi and Port Arthur and the beku-dan-ser-yushi, (Three brave

- bomb carricr)®* When I was o 1little kid they used to tell me
those stories and if I didn't go to colleze and run into & hunch
of Reds who used to tell me about the rape of Nahikdgs end tell
me what a bunch of bastards the Japs were I may still believe
thame All the INisei were brought up on those stories, end I
guesc pome of them ctill carry them around

Tamiot I don't think most fellely toke them seriously now, lay=be
they mey remember themy but I don 't think it interferes with

their thinking, After ell, all these guys are interested in is
living end heving a swell time, What the hell do they care

about the -brave Jops?

Barry: 1 think wo ought to think sbout this sort of thing, though,
Just think, They're having -a lot of trouble just teking o few
islaends here and there. The Japanese haven't even begun to fight.
When they get close to the homeland they'll reelly ficht end we're
coing to lose a lot of meps I read in the paver the other dey
that Jepanese pilots were torpedoing ships and then trying to-

get away when fired on, They're still thinking of getting sway
safely, When they get elose to their homeland those guys aren't
going to think of getting ewey and they're just going to crash
their ships into the hoats if they heve to, They won't hesitate
to die when they're close to home, I think & lot of Americen

boye ere going to lose their lives unnecessarily unless we think
ebout these things, It doesn't make any difference if they're
rational or not, That's the way they are, that's all,

Yuki: Well, I guess thet's true% but what zood will thinking

about it do? After ell, we'renot directing the stretegy.

Temio: That's whet I sey, Berry, Let's get ecloser to home,

* Baku-dan-gan-yushi refers to the three men who during
the fight sgeinst China in the '50's gave their lives in order
to ovpen a gep in an inpenetrsble Chinese wall, After several
attacks had failed, the three men volunteered to tie explosives
on to their body and to cherge into the lines, When Chinese
bullets hit them the dynamite went off opening the line, They
became national heroes,




Barry: Let's talk sbout more pleasant things, shall we? Let's
talk about wcmen.

Temio! Too many women already here,
Barry: How about the northwest-Celifornie split emong tho Nisei?

Yuki: Yes, isn't it strenge that a group of people who ere so
much persecuted by others have to get dovn so low as to fight
and persecute each other, Vou'd think that the Nisei of all
people would get together and work as a group or at least leeve
each other aslones

Tor: That seems to be the ease in all minority groups. One of
the worst and most vieious caste systems in America is within
the YVegro group itself,

Yuki: TIs that so, I thought so when I noticed now csreful they
were about seleeting girle Tor membership in the Y.W.C.A. I
thought enybody could get in by they try to find out all sbout
them before they let them in, Only certein kinds of fegroes

can get in apparentlys

Bar ';,: Yeah, it's sure funny, The guys I stay with hate the
northwest peoples Some of them are eslways talking about beating
up ,omo guy for the northwest, ;

Tamiot Yeah, and the Stockton boys don't like the Senta Anitae
fellows, They say the boys ere wild. They're a disgrece to the
nihonjin,

Yuki: Yes, and I notice that there's vuite = bit of resentment
agvinat "c University of Celifornie graduates who are golr
around telling eve wr\nﬂ" they are "intellectuals™ just because
they went to Cal, Thcy peally think they're semebody, Theoy
juﬂt won't mssociste with other Nisei, They just hang amund
by thaagelves |

Tomi: Isn's that terrible? They did that in Tule Lake t00,
Those U4Ce boys were so smug and they went around acting es
though they kmew everything, I knew most of them at Cal and
gsaw what they did there, They just wasted their vﬂ“Cﬁts' money.
Their parents worked hard in the fields to send them to school
and they just went and had a good time, They never thought of
doing anything but have fun, They didn't learn anything at Cal,
I think somebody ought to give them a good swift kick,

Temiot And you know, those guys aren't kidding when they say
they think they're intellectauls,y That's what makes it so fuhny,
They say it when they're serious,

Barry: Those guys never read a book in their livcs. I doubt
if they know how to read, Il's o wonder some of them even got
into Cal, It's a miracle that they got out vitu a diplome,

Yuki: I vonder if all of these things will go on after the war,
I guese & lot depends on where we £0s




Barry: I heard that we could go back to Californiea now and that
we don't have to wait until after the war,

Tom: VWhere did you hear that?

Barry: Oome guy seid thet he read it in the papers I looked
all over in the pepors the next dey, but I couldn't find 1%,

Then I figured that the WRA wanted to keep it oulet so that
the people on the Coast won 't got eleorned,

Tom: It wes in the Hereld, but there may be some strings attached,
I doubt if there are so Many indefinite leaves to 0r1if0“nia

other than for those who HTEWOrk1UF for F.C4Cs, the Army, or

have keto husbands oxr wives

Temio: Ahhs Who in the hell wante 7o baeck to Celifornia?
If they don't wamt us, the he lL me If they thlnk we're
going baok there on our knees oo& in hma to let us in, they're

¢razys The hell with then,

Yu“i I ¢hink cemp life has done something to a lot of ovle.
They're not the same people who went 1& Lo ¢emp, They uon 0
llLG 1u in CQLi;orala beocause so many their friends ®én't
What they really miss is nat Californiz but their

Earry; Yeah, and they don't behave well emough to go baek to
Californisa. Like thesc guys live with, GCee, 1'm elwoays
embarrassed when 4+ go around with thaa because they }tqt yell
around and Lct as though there's no wer going on, They don't
realize that evcrybody's malking sacrffices end thet they're
not the only ones, -

(Hotes were tesken from time to time during the conversation by

going to the next room on some prekext oy another, As much as

possible the exect words used have becn used, It wes obvigusly
imvoscible and impracticsl to get everyihing, All sslutations

and other Tormalities have -been cut,)




Field lotes: Free Association
December 13, 1948
Shibutani

The Herald had a hell of a dirty editorial ebout the Nisei
today and it made me mad as hell, I had ell kinds of visions
in my nind as I was daydreaming ebout the F.,B,I., arresting the
editor of the paper for subversive sctivities, I thought of
sending them a letter cuoting & section of the espiionage act
just to scere hell out of them,

Right after thevar broke out, I reelly though thet the worst
would come, I thought that the Misei would be beaten up and
lynched right and left, I kept wondering whet I would do if a
mob came after me, Those were the kind of things I thought
a bout, It couldn't be helped. You just thought of those
things, thst's all. The only consoletion thet I had was the
feeling that after 2ll, all of us won't be killed, Some of
us will come out of it alive. Then 1 figured we could live
egain like human beings. I figured the best thing to do was
to sit tight and hope for the best. I remembered that one of
my teachers told me once that when you didn't know whet to do,
vou ought to sit tight beceuse theg you couldn't make the
situation eny worse, I figured that you could wait until it
was all over and then you could think 68 the execiting experience
thatt we went through,




Field Notes
December 17, 1943
Shibutani Chieko

When I heard that there was a nice article in Time Magazine
about the Nisel I rushed up to see if it was in the library. I
heard that it was really good so I went up to see for myself, I
wanted to buy a copy, but there weren't any more around, It
really wes a fair statement, though, wasn'¢ it?

Egther moved in with us after we came to Chicego. I never
saw her before., We happened to visit her Just when she was
kicked out of her place, We first met her when we were all
living together at the Seminary. Since she was being kicked
out we thought it might be just es good for all of us to live
together. She's sort of funny, though., She has no friends.
Meortha has only a few friends, The same group of fellows come
over to see us all the time., I used to know them guite well,
I guess Esther is weiting for the ideal man to come along.

She won't go out on detes or anything. She just sits at home
and weits and waits, She thinks it might be bad if she went
out with somebody becesuse that might spoil her record or some-
thing. Heck, I see nothing wrong with going out with fellows
as long as you know how to behaveyourself, I don't know how
liartha's coming with her boy friend, He's mmoking again, I
don't think it was fiar for her to ask him to stop. It's
nothing to smoke. Mars (Esther's brother) is coming in from
the camp sgain, I don't lmow if I ought to take him too
serious., He's too serious for he,




Field Notes: Free Association
December 18, 1943
Shibutani

- I guess I'll marry s girl with some money. Maybe I'1ll

find myself a war widow, There ought to be plenty of them sround
up in Minneapolis. Hell, I could get $10,000 and a girl who's
almost a virgines I think I'd better ﬂ?rry a tall girl so that
our kids can be tall, I'll have to get & girl with big pyes too
to sort of meke up for my small eyes. I'1l have to find a girl
who's had her appendix out already becesue an operation will cost
me about $300, I think I'll have e heert to hesrt talk with her.
One girl said blunt}y to me that she liked to have a2 long en-
gagement, I never knew thet before; I never thought of thet
befores That's the first time a r*rl told me frankly whet she
tought sgbout things like that, I liked it. I think more girls
ought to tell the fellows just what they want.

The old prejudices that worked back in California mpe going
all over egein, Remember that Furuyama gel., She's got a bead
rep just because her mother used to lay for FY,I.'s. I romerber
those guys talking ebout going to thet hotel beceause the mama-
san was pretty good in bed, She's & nice girl, but the boys
never takk her seriously. Course her brother's being a bastard
doesn't help out any either. He got put in jeil once for
raping a halujin irl. Bbe's a god demn pimp enyway. She's
never done nxthing, but only the fast guys will go around with
her so that her rep goes from bad to worse.

Koe ceme in from Savege, He said that he's coming around
to see us.,

December 18, 1943 Hoe

I know a lot of fellows up in Savage who haveno business
up there, They just went to the Army to get out of the centers,
I went out to beet work just to get out of camp., I couldn't
stend it end I can understand why a lot of other guys would
want to get out. I wanted to get out of cemp and do some work
g0 I picked beets., The Army's not bad., We study ebout 18 hours
& deye Ve have no more school now, I figure mystudying deys
are over, I think after the war I'll send my brotherand sister
through school, When I'm overseas I can send home about $75.

a month for them. If I get killed, they can have $10,000.

December 18, 1943 Mas

My perents and brother end sister are still in Tule Lake.
I changed my mind after answering No and then went out to Jerome
alone, I've been living at the Hostel and going to school and
working my way through since coming here, but they are hinting
at the Hostel thet they want me to move out. I hear thet Tule
had cuite a bit of trouble,, My sister says that blocks 4, 5,

and 6 were tear-gassed. All the camps ere kind of dull now,
With the exception of Tule there are no young people left in
any of the centers, It must be awfully dull in all of them,




Field Notes: Free Association
December 20, 1944
Shibutani Sekurai and Jecoby

Sakurai: The trouble with the letters going back to the Centers

is that the wrong kind of people write at the wrong time, I
know a lot of people vrite when they first get here and then
when they get settled dovm they are too busy to write, When
you first get here, you can't help but being demoralized be-
cause the place is so new and everything., That's why a lot of
letters that go back are so bad, They don't give a true pice
ture of how things ere after you get settled dowm,

Jacoby: I have heard also that those who are suceessful in
Chicago don't write ebout their successes for frear that those
who read their letters mey decide to come out, If these people

do come out and fail, they are likely to be blamed, I under=-
stand that failures don't write for shame,

December 20, 1944 ' " Harry Mayeda

I was in the Marshall Field cendy shop the other day end

wes trying to get something to send begk to the centers, There

was a big mob there and I just couldn't get in, I'd get almost
to the front line and then some woman would just shove me aside
and I would find myself practically at the tail end agein,
Finally, a very dignified women came in and wormed her way into
the front, She literally shoved all the people aside to get
up there, When she had purchased her eandy, she turned toward
me and then ggain literally showed all the »eople between us
out of the way., Then she beckoned to me to come to the counter,
She then turned very indignantly to the selesgirl and said, "see
here, this genbtleman hes been waiting for a half hour. The only
reason " he's not in the front is that he is too polite to
push people around, Will you see to it thet he is servedl"
The salesgirl said all right so I was served., The parting
shot at me was, "You don't get candy like this in Chimag do
you?" DBoy, I think if those mad women knew that I was a Jap,
they would have torn me apart.

I had en interesting experience in New York. I went into
the Miyako restaurant where all the other Nisel hang out end guess
who I ren into? Diane was there sitting with Noel Toy the fen
dancer. I was walking out with two of my friends and she came
up to me end said, "Why, Herry, it's becn such & long time since
I've seen youl" Boy, I almost went through the floor, I did
some fast talking and then left. I apologized to my friends
for not introduecing her to them and told them I hed forgotten
her name., I guess that kind of lie is permisseble. 1 couldn't

tell them she was a prostitute in Tule Lake after the femiliar
way in which she spoke to me,




Field Notest Froe Associstion
Deoember 20, 1943
Shibuteni

When the sepregation progrem sterted and when the segregees
stertod coming into Tule Lake the people just looked uvon the
cemp a8 the place for Japenese, The cormon phrase was, "This
is Japeni® They started Javenese schools with oaliathenicu for
the kids and with all the traditional formelities, The pcople
who had some teaching axperimoo in Japen or in this country
started thoir schools, Vhen they couldn't use the reerecation
hells, thoy sterted holding classes in thelr rooms, IDveory
momin{v you oould sce kids running eround the cemp and exmercising
under the supervison of their teachers,

Firot of all the inconing group vwes dlosetisfiecd with theliry
cuartors, This is understendible vhon you consider the kind
of faeilities they hedl when thoy were in other campss The firet
boef came when the pecople vho cane in had to be seperated in
housings It wesn's the fault of eny particuler person bocouce
those who hed left Tule Lake had left from ell bloaks in the
canpd There wereno whole bloeks that were open so that the
roong hed to be assigned ee they were available, Some touch
ruffien kibeis started reising hell, but thoy vere refused,
There wasn't nuch an_vbody eould do ahwt its They got sore end
thoy slepped a girl who vorked in the housing depertment and
then broke all the windows of the place,

Neoxt ceme the coet mesn, Best got the notion that he had
to be tough with these peoples He mede the snnouncement thet
they had to work 8 hours, Then esme the strike, The poople
who were apgitating were not those in the erew, Thoy were preople
who were Aissatisfied with eovervthing else who took this as en
excollent opportunity to got goings Eel was one of them, The
coal c¢row bunch come into seoe me end acked me to mediate the
difficulties for them, T told them I wes leaving &nd all that,
but they insisted in such a way that thore wesn't rmeh thet I
could do but the work with then, They demanded that they bve
8iven four meecls a dayj that they work only four hours a days
that thoy be pleked up et home by the trunks; end & coupdd of
other things. 1 agrecd to take the demands up to the adninise-
tration to sce what could be done ebout its I nmede one nise
take thoughs I Imow that some of those guys were not members
of tho coal crcw so I left out threo of the egitetors from the
cormmittees Ever cinee then I was in duteh with theme TFor a
long time Best refused to see me but finelly I went in cfd
convineed him that the bvest thing for him to do is to give in
to these denands, After a long talk I oucecceded in cetting
evervthing the people wented, But I was in the doghouse bocsuse
F 4 o%cft out the three agitators vho wented to get in ond try to
got more,

Other difficultieos arose in Tule before this, Onec night
the C,A. Sponcored a dence for the C.A, workers who had come in
from the other camps, VWhen we were about half wmy through Eel
showed up end demanded to get in, The person watching the gate
wouldn't lot him in without veying ecdmission, He seid, "Ve'll
seo if I can't get in,” A few minutes later he showea up with




a geng of Kivel roughneeks end forced his way into the hall, He
then stopped the danee and gave us a lecture, He told us that we
had no right to be enjoving ourselves when our fellow Japonose
in Jepen were suffering so muches e finelly told us that if
we persisted in heving dences his ruffiens would come in end
wreck cverything,

The real break came whem two trucks racing to the famm
crashed and severel peopnle wero injured, Then the big trouble
came, Tho strike wes ceolled, Thon the edministration pulled
a prize bonor, The peovle didn't go to work end yet the
adninistration didn't kmow whet was up because no negotiating
cormkittes went up to yoll, Kesi end his gang were smart, Dest

then ennounced that if no committoe caze up to negotiete by
8 o'cloelz the next nmoraning the Amy would hervest the crops.
Kali had the administration ovor a berrvell, They ecalled the
adninistrat ion bluff end thoere was notliing tho adninistration
could do gbout it, The next morning cume along and nothing
happened, The WRA didn't Imow what the does Then the nowg
got out that one of the injured me died, It was deecided that
this man should heve a publiec funerel, Dest refused to ellow
them 0 use theo gym or the outdoor stege for this purpose, 20
they had it at the sumo ring., The whole group wes guarded by
tibel roughnocks end some people were actuelly forced €o g0
The tension wee really highs Doug Yook ceme along end end
started taking pletures, One of the rouchnecks teold him to

stop and when he wouldn't they took his ecamera and wrocked 1it.
Then vhen they told him to go, Cook refused and they 'Dushe&
hin esround a little, Opler ww; around there too but vhen one
of the fellows who lmew him told him smilingly that he didn't
think Caucasians should be around, Opler saught on right eway
and lofts Shirei trieﬁ to open up the coop and almoot got
beaten up. e didn's know anﬁ.h!.mr ehout what was going on,
The Kibeis had closed up all the centeens on the ground thet
it shoudl not be epen while such a solenn occasion was taling
place, Shirail went up to the coop place end when he found it
floced he sterted yelling that it shouldn't be closed that
dayes A couple of tough Kibei walked up to him and tol& him,
He wes so scared thaet he just ran for home,

1 understend that at the londay meeting when the poople
all went up the administretion buill ing to- hear nyér speak
oome Kibel went from door to door and routed the people ou£
of their epertments, The people didn't have much cholee about
coing or nots

Im kind of worricd ecbout vhet's hepponing now because ny
brother who ig left in there tried to start e counter-movement
egaingt these bums and he wes diccovered, 1'™m efreid of whet
they might ¢ry to do to hinm,;

I wes in a tigcht £ix just before I ceme out, It wes known
that I was poing to leave sooner or later, and they knew thet I
wasn't one of them, I was scheduled to 1eeve on the 24th, Touda
who is with tho wardens came over to sec me and told me that I'd
better not sleep at home on the night before beceuse they were
going to come aftor me, lo thought that if I slept somewhore
else thoy could come in and see for themselves whother I was in
or not and then leave, If my perents refusedto open the door




. or semothing like thet they might break the windows or something,
S0 I went over to slecp with Fether Dal that night, Nothing
happeneds The next day, when I left, I understand thet tome
thugs were around to beat me up as I left, but too meny of my
friends wore around and they ecouldn't do anvthing,

I think the major problem out here in broaking the ico,
They ask you es soon as vou po in for an interview whother or
not you are Jenanese, Thon they esk vou if vou have vour
releases They speal very nice and nolitely when you oxplein
vour e¢ircumstances to them, but when vou get near the poing
where you want the job, they baek dovm, The usual 1line is,
"0f course, I understend end I don's eare but some of my
employecs night object,”




Field Nptes$ Free Association nisei, 23
Shibuteni, 1/11/44 |

Ch, we go to the Vietoria culte a bit, It's pretty good
there, I don't see why some guys spend tenm bucks in taking out
a Nisei girl. They don't get what they really want beecause they're
too bashful to ask for it, Just think how much more fun vou ean
heve for only $3,50f

I never take any chances, I'm never drunk when I go up to
see the whores, I know what it's like to hsve syph or gon, 1
remember once in high school there was one guy who never went to
the can when anybody else was there, A gang of us grabbed him
once and took his pantg off, He hed a dose and boy it was a
horrible sights I don't ever want to get like that, I don't
drink because that lowers my resistances I wlways use a rubber
toocs I never kiss any of them because they all play the harmonica,
Even if they didn't I still wouldn't kiss eny of theme 1 know
one guy vho used to offer the gels extra dough to play the her-
monicas If she refused even then, he used to kiss her, DBut
I think that's bads, You cen ceatch anythings I caught the
erabs sbout three times, It itches like hell, Yeah, I believe
in pleying sefe., I go down €o sece a doctor end get s cheek up
every six monthsy Thot's the only way to play safe because syph
can get you without you knowing enything sbout it, Some guys are
erazys They go for the French kisses and everything, They're
going t0o end up in a morgues

All of us used to hang around the houses in San Francisco,
We used to go see a gal aend spend the night dencing end eeting.
Ve used to know one gal thet was free in the mornine, Ve went
over sbout seven or eight and her meid used to wake her up, Ve
had breakfest end then I lay her for about an hour, Then we
ate lunch end beet it. Hell, ell that for $1,50, I don't see
why you have to worry about dates., Those gels ere pretty niece
kids inside, They're in the business and if you're nice to them,
they're nice to you. You just have to know how to take care of
yourself that's gll,

: 1

iell, I wouldn' hold it ageinst a gal 1f she wasn't a virgin,
A girl could make a mistake and still be a swell kid. Anybody
makes mistakes and the guys who say that a girl is wrecked just
because she did it once are crackeds I don t see what they
heve to be so demn nerrow minded when thegre minds are filled
with dirt, I know a lot of girls who made mistakes and they're
Just as nice as the others, Some of them are shaerter for the
experience, Mnost Nisei are hard to understand, They're under-
hended end don't do things in the opens They won't go to a
whorehouse snd they won't be friendly with a gal, but when they
get than in the darl they do their damndest to rape theme I
don't understand it et all. They ray lip service to &1l kinds
of Christien virtues, but they don't live up to them when nobody
is looking, .




lleart Mountain
Jan, 31, 1944
Dear Joe
Mother is worrlied stiff on hearins the news of your
application to volunteer in the army, Ier experience is that =
boy who volunteered or went to the army Japanese languace sc¢hool

have been invariably sent to the front in the South Paeific upen

craduation in six months or so, Come boys she knowe purposely

failed in the final exanination in order to delay the date of
being sent abroads +‘he also heard the news of a Jupanese boy at
the front who was surrounded by Jupanese soldiers, had to raise
hande to surrender, He was questioned whether he was a draftee
or a volunteer, A4As he answered he was the latter, he was shot
on the snot,

“he wanted you to wuit instead of volunteering, an
drafted and escanpe on secount of phycical defeats of eyos und

fingersseses




Field lNptes: Free Association Incident
January 1ll, 1944
Shibutani

Barry end I waelked into a smell hash house in Veyvood to
eat before going over to visit some friends, 4As wo welked into
the place, everyone vho wae esting there stopped eceting and
stered et us, Vhen we sat at the counter the men we sat next
tog gave us a dirty look and got sore end lefts The waitrese
was a bit hesitabh about serving us, but ceme up with a sulle
and %ook our orderes OShe was a bit nervous and gpilled our waters
Vle were a bii unecasy because we know that meny soldlers from
Maywood had been killed or capltured et Betaan, After we started
eating one of the weltresses canre up Yo us and ssked us if we
could reed Jepaneses Barry seld he might be sble to reald and
little, end she produced a post card from one of the concentra=-
tion camps in the Fhilippines, She wanted him to read the printed
materiel on there, Barry concentrated for e while end cterted
roading, As he sterted veeding, everyvone in the place once again
stopred eating and we were onge agein the center of attention,
When he finished everyone continued to stare at us, Thon Barry
eoked how the fellow wes getting elong and the waitress said she
thought he was 0.K, in a friendly meanner, 5Sarry themn reaicrked
that he wasn't eble to reed all of 1t because the language was
difficult and that :i;ha Japenese had stolen the charsctors from
the Chinese, Vhon the girl hoard this she esked if the cherage
ters were tho same &n Jepenese end Chinese, Darry answered that
the neaning of the cherrgters were the same but thet the pronune
cietion wan different, Whis threw some doubt into the minds of
the people sbout our being Japenese or Chinese, The girl apdlogized

and thenked us profusely end we left, Berry d4idn't want his decsert,




Flold liotesi: Free Assoclation g;' gei, 24
Shibuteni, 1/11/44

I rencmber once vhen I went to Sacromento with five othey
fellows to nley bhasketball, After the grme one of the fellows
waented o go to J ctreet to the whore house, I was the only one
who didn't want to go so I objeeted but there were too meny of
themy They porked out there in the middle of the pleece anr.'i.I
wee only two blocks from 1y merried sister's hotel, I dldn't
went to be seen eround theore so I steyed in the oary, The boyp
went up to one hotel end three of themt e~me dowm efter sbout
a half houwp, Two of them stayed, Then they came after me but
I aidn't want to po. They went €o s seornd hotel, but thoy ceme
dowm agein, Only one fellow ceme after me though, Ono fellow
steyed up there, By this time I wanted to go the levetory, end
T didn't wvant to walk over %o my sisters becsuse she would get
sugpicious if she ecught me up about four in the morning, So
I went up with the two pguys to & thivd place, I went to the
cen end then they made me sit down with them in a reception room,
Protty soon one of the girls camo out, O5ho knew one of the
fellowas from Heockton times, She oop ddwn on his lep and he
started feeling the hell out of her, The other guy looked ab
her and seid he didn'¢ went to stays They wanted to have some
fun so thoy told her to comne after ne, 1 got so socared that
I ron in & closeoty I guess she thought I wae hopeless and
stopped chasing nee The other two pguys folt the hell out of
her end then they lefts Vhon we got out one of the fellows
said he liked one of the pirls in the cecond plece and vent Up,
The other fellow ond men went baek to the e~y and waited for
the other guys to comne, lie didn't get back to “tockiton until
ebout 7 in the rorning, The puy who 2idn't o wtill wechot so
he went to one of the houses in "aockton,

Te used to do thet kind of thing 211 the tive, I don't think

it wae feir to the vhores becsuse these puys used to go sround o
et free feols ond sendwidches, Thoy never epont eny MONOYes
some of them, They used to bescarved, They IJuat went home and
Areamed nhout it, It's o wonder the rirls dldn't pot wise end
throw them out, “hat was a bed thing sbout the Jaepeneose before
the war, That was too bed,




Fiadd Notgszléiiee Associetion
January
sﬁbutani v

Sako and 1 went to the Skyline dance on New Years Eve., We
should have gone to the Hull House, It was a lousy affair., I
imagine that there must have been about a hundred people there
at midnight, but we left soon after that, The orchestra was
slightly bigger then three pieces, but it was really lousy. At
first there were some local Chicego people there, but they left
too, In general it wes a ldusy dance,

You should have seen the Northwestern Depot the other day,.
All the Savage men are off because its now vacation time between
semegters, About 200 of us came down here to Chiecago together,
Ve had a car to ourselves, All of these roraring Yapbos descended
on the station at once., Sako sald there were plenty of Nisel
girls waiting at the station too, The people at the station were
emazed at the invssion, I overheard one woman say, '0h, look at
all these cute Chinese soldiers!' I guess if somebody knew that
they were Yabbos they would have run like hell,

I'm still working on the youth plan down at Des Plaines, I
don't know how things will work out, but I think it's worth a try.
Our plan d&s to get at least a few Nisel accepted as foster chiddren
in some families so that they can get educated as a part of an
American community. Gene Kono and his wife are now foster chil-
dren in a prominent Des Plaines family and they seem to getting
along just swell, Next Friday we are going to have a meeting at
the combined Park Ridge and Des Plaines high school. The school
has sgreed to get all the morning classes in c¢ivies, history,
and soclal science to meet together to listen to what we have to
say. We're pgoing to pass out some mimeogrephed stuff beforehand
8o that they won't be completely ignorent of what's going on, I
intedd to heve some Savage boys down there in uniform and meybe
a few civilians, We're planning a penel discussion for the kids.
I don't Imow what effect it'll have, but I think it's worth a try
gince it might possibly open the way for something good, After
we work on the kids for a while I'm golng to go to work on the
Kiwanis Club and see what can be done theee,

Savage is a mad camp of romaring Yabbos. They're all mad

s hell, I don't blame them when we consider the treatment that
they have been getting., lMost fellows up there have common sense
and wvhen some order comes through for good reason they can take

it. But what we don't like is that the administretion is two-faced
and have just been making this tough for us, When we went in we
were promised a four day vacation every two months, "hen the first
two months was up we were todd that we couldn't leave uilless we
had a written invitation from someone to visit them, A lot of the
fellows are from Hewail and they didn't have time to meet people
who would give them invitation, I got a few, but most of the
fellows stayed in camp. At the end of the next two months for
some peculiar reason they told us that we couldn't take time off,
but that we could take Thenksgiving offs That was reasonakle
enough, but when Thenksgiving came they told us we couldn't go
further than fifty miles. The reason they gave wes that we would
be too tired to work, That really wrecked the morale in ceamp.




I don't see why orders like thet are given, There's no reason
the fellows have to be treated like that., It's bad enough without
making things worse by breaking promises like that.

Do you know John Aiso? (L.A. Nisei, brillisn speaker, Brown
University debator and honor student, employed by American Tobacco
Company in Manchuria, now high official in Savage) I think he is
a low-dovm Jap. He's just as treacherous as the typiesl picture
people have of Japss I heard that he used to glve some pro-Jap
speakhes in L.As Now that he's in e responsible position he's
really tsking it out on the Nisei, I think he's fofng to be
bheaten up after the war. At the end of the semester all of us .
were asked to write our comments about our course, A lot of fel-
lows wrote what they thought of Aisos When the stafff was reading
them, Aiso welked in and read & few, When he saw these references
to himself, he took the sheets away from the staff and wouldn't
let them look at them, Then he went through them all and picked
out a few particulerly violent ones and took them to the top man,
He tried to get them treced, but the commandant refused to do it,
He said that they had promised the fellows that they could write
what they wanted, and he was going to stick to it, Then Aiso
tried to take the papers to the individual instructors because
the teachers know the hendwriting of the pupils, The top man
egain refuseds But Aiso is¢ that kind of a guy. Once we had &
visitor who was speaeking, The boys heve the habit of falling
asleep no matter who is speaking--Roosevelt down the the lowesgt
ereature, Aiso spotted John YobBhino and asnother guy drowsing
off so he marched them right up to the stage., He interrupted
the speech and tried to get these guys to stend at sttention,
He's a civilian and he has to authority to stend anybody at
attention so these guys wouldn't do it, I think it was pretty
rude of Aiso but he wanted to make en example of these guys.

Also is slways booed by the fellows, but efter thet time he is
the most universelly hated guy up theres He's elways thinking
of ways of getting even with his enemies, VWhen he does get
something over on somebody, he goes around bregging cbout how
he got this guy or that guy« I think he's one of the guys res=-
posible for the low norale,

To show you how low the morele is, when the fellows go
there, theyf are ssked to recommend people they know who might
qualify for the school, I went sround from berrefk to barreck
to see what the response was, In most barracks the guyvs didn't
recommend anybodys. In other berracks they recommended one or
two, Most of the guys seid that they wouldn't even recommend
their worst enemies because they didn't went to wish on them
the misfortune of having to come down here, All we hemr is
gripe after gripe.

Rumors about Himel spreading in Chicego:
ls The reason why iimel didn't get a commission is thet he is too
close to the nisei,

2s The reason why Himel didn't get a commission is thet his record
shows too liberal a hackground,




Himel was kicked out of the lNavy because he married a Nisei
girl,

Himel is engaged to a Nisei girl,

Himel and the Nisei girl have been married for a year,




Field Notes
Shitutani, 1/22/44

I went over th the WRA office at 10, but Helen Miyoshi wasn't
there. I decided that she would probably be in soon so thet I may
as well wait for her. As I was sitting there I counted 20 Nisei

in the waiting room waiting for interviews, 1 looked over the
file cabinets end saw that there were only two interviewers who
were working, Mrs, Izumi was chatting very pleasantly with a
couple of other WRA employees and the girls were sitting around
falking to each other, Thank god no one was readin’ newspapers,

I got tired of waiting so 1 struck up a conversation with the
fellow who was sitting next to me, He had been waiting for two
hourss His neme was Tekate end he said that he was from Stockton.
He seld that he was originally in Gile and then went out for beet
work in Idsho, He saild he came here because he knew therc was

plenty of Nisei here:

"Chicago sure has a lot of soot, I heerd it wee dirty but
I didn't think it was this bed, I don't mind it so mueh though,
I don't know whet I'm going to do right now, I just got out of
high =school before evacustion snd I'm not trained for eny kind
of work except farming, Ve were promised a couple of jobs here
but when we got here ®e found out thet a couple of @ellows got
in shead of us, So we were just out of lucke I don't know
what 's the matter with the WRA, We would have come even without
the jobs, but since they rromised us we had something to look
foward to. Now we just don't feel so hot, I'm living et a
place they call the Congress Annex, There must be ebout 40 Nisei
living in thet plece, Cod, a lot of fellows live there, I
hear there are a lot of Stockton fellows living together down on
the southside."

I waited until 11 o'clock and still no Eeleng so I decided
to go home., When I got home I found that Tomi's cousin was visi-
ting. During the course of the conversation I found out that he
was living at Congress Annex too. He said that there were only
ebout 25 fellows there, but he felt that thet was too many to be
living together,

"I had a ruptured appendix two months ago and I'm reelly in
e hole now, One of the fellows drove me to a hospital and he took
me to the wrong one, but my stomach hurt so much that T couldn't
8o to the one where there were a lot of Nisei working., I didn't
heve any insurence or anything so it really cost me e lot, I
had to sell my car the other day., I just couldn't afford to pay
for the license eny more, I'm out of work now, I was working as
e shipping eclerk, but the work is too boresome., I'™ like these
other Japs, I walked out in two weeks. I don't know what to do,
but I know T don't have to worry about property or anything. Ve
sold everything and we were lucky because the curombos (Negroes)
are now teking over Japenese places end I don't think the prices
will be so high after the war, " '




