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I  have a l way s env i ed t hos e f or  whom l i f e seems t o be f u l l  

o f  adv en t u r es and e x c i t i n g ex p er i enc es o f  t he k i nd one csn r e-

l a t e t o o t her s , bec aus e my own l i f e seems c o l o r l es s by c o n t r as t . 

I  f e e l  t h i s c o n t r as t  most  k een l y i n t hos e s o c i a l  ga t h er i n gs 

wher e peo p l e t a l k o f  t h i ngs t hey have do ne and unus ual  peo p l e 

t hey have met ; ev er y one e l s e , as i t  s eems , i s f u l l  o f  dr amat i c , 

comi c or  r i s que s t o r i es s c o ut  t hems el v es wh i l e I  can o nl y s i t  

i n s i l enc e and admi r e t he f u l l n e s s o f  o t h e r s 1 s l i v e s and con-

t emp l a t e t he nar r o wnes s o f  my own. 

I  have a Ch i nes e f r i end named Cheng�Cheng £ ' u n Cheng i s 

h i e f u l l  name- - wi t h whom I  became ac quai nt ed wh i l e t eac h i ng at  

t he Uni  v e i s i t y o f  Was h i ngt o n , I t T s over  t wo y ear s now s i nc e I  

l as t  saw hi m, but  I  know he h a s n ' t  i n̂ aged p h y s i c a l l y and I  

doubt  t hat  h i s p e r s o n a l i t y has a l t er ed i n any degr ee i n t hat  

t i me. Cheng was a c o ns t an t  s our c e o f  amazement  t o me bec aus e 

o f  t he eas e wi t h whi c h he adapt ed h i ms e l f  t o Amer i c an c r oups 

a l t ho ugh h e ' d l i v ed mos t  o f  h i s l i f e i n Ch i na and ar r i v ed i n 

t h i s c o unt r y as l a t e as 1938 and even r et ur ned t o Chi na f o r  

t wo y ear s of  s t udy . He was s mal l  even f o r  a Ch i nes e , had an 

a t t r ac t i v e f ac e , a f o x l i k e a l t̂ t n e s s about  h i s mout h and ey es , 

and gener a l l y Dr es ent ed a dapper , wi r y appear anc e. I t  was t he 

t h i ngs he s a i d and d i d t hat  was t he s our c e o f  amazement  and 

p l eas ur e not  o nl y t o my s e l f  but  t o o t her s as we l l . He l ear ned 

our  l anguage wi t h al mos t  e f f o r t l e s s eas e, and such er r o r s o f  

E n g l i s h as he made coul d hav e been d e l i b e r a t e wi t i c i s m f o r  t hey 
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wer e gen er a l l y f unny and nev er  s t u p i d . Once wh i l e gi vi ng-  h i s 

i mpr es s i o ns o f  Amer i c an c i t i e s , he t o l d o f  h i s wonder ment  at  

t he Amer i c an "s k y s c r a p p e r s " . On ano t her  o c c as i o n wh i l e de-

s c r i b i n g how he r an t went y mi l es t o c at c h a " l a s t " p l ane out  

of  Chungk i ng bec aus e he mi s s ed t he bus t o ' t h e a i r f i e l d , he de-

c l a r ed , " I  k eyed up my gut s and r a n . " S t o r i es l i k e t hes e have 

become l egendar y about  Cheng. Mo r eo v er , he has a way wi t h t he 

l a d i es , and h i s a b i l i t y t o dr aw i n t e r e s t i n g women about  hi m 

seems c o mp l et e l y unhamper ed by r ace or  n a t i o n a l i t y . Whi l e we 

wer e t o get her  i n t he depar t ment , Cheng a l way s had t he e f f ec t  

on me of  mak i ng me f eel  t hat  I  had mi s s ed out  on h a l f  t he f un 

o f  l i v i n g and t hat  n o t h i n g I  c o ul d r e l a t e about  my s e l f  c o u l d 

compar e wi t h t h e c o l o r  and ver sr e o f  h i s s t o r i e s . 

Of  c o ur s e, I  woul d say t o my s e l f  t hat  Cheng had enj oy ed 

a l l  t he adv ant ages o f  b e i n g bo r n i n t o a weal t hy Ch i nes e f ami l y 

and o f  e n j o y i n g t he c o s mo po l i t an l i f e o f  Hongk ong and Man i l a 

wher e h i s f a t h e r  had h i s b u s i n e s s . An Or i en t a l  u s u a l l y doest i St  

po s s es s s uc h s e l f  as s ur anc e as he had u n l es s h e ' d been bo r n 

had 

i n t o weal t h and s o c i a l  s t a t us , an d / wi de c o nt ac t  on an equal  or  

s uper i o r  l ev e l  wi t h a v a r i e t y o f  p eo p l e . But  i t  wa s n ' t  a l o ne 

a mat t er  of  c u l t u r e or  o f  f ami l y bac k gr o und and s t at us , i t  was 

a l s o a mat t er  o f  t emper ament . Chene-  has a qu i c k nes s and an  ̂

adap t ab i l i t y t hat  I  do n ' t  p o s s es s . 

I  used t o wonder  why i n t e r es t i n g . ev ent s sel dom happened 

i n mj  own ex p er i en c e , but  I  al i so r e a l i z e d t hat  p e r s o n a l i t i e s 

l i k e Cheng make i n t e r e s t i n g ev ent s and ex p er i enc es . Ther e ar e 

t hose who ac t  v i go r o u s l y on t hei r  env i r onment  and c r eat e uni que 
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ex p er i enc es and Cheng i s o f  t h i s t ype; but  I  s us pec t  I  bel ong 

wi t h t he o t her  v a r i e t y who mor e f r eq uen t l y per mi t s t he env i r on-

ment  t o ac t  on me. What  I  l a c k i n c o l o r  i n my ex t er na l  beh av i o r , 

I  have c ompensat ed f or  wi t h a c o l o r f u l  l i f e o f  i mag i nat i o n , 

Wi t h i nc r eas ed mat u r i t y , and p a r t i c u l a r l y s i nc e mar r i age , m  ̂

envy o f  t he ac t i v e man has d i mi n i s hed bu t  t her e was a t i me when 

I  des i r ed n o t h i n g mor e t han t o be ab l e t o emul at e Ch en g ' s t y p e , 

Cheng i s des c r i bed her e o n l y as en exampl e o f  a t y pe f or  my 

envy of  hi m was ne i t h er  g r eat er  no r  l e s s t han i i ]  t he c as e o f  

o t her s of  h i s K i nd ; and, I  s houl d add, t h i s envy was not  a 

gnawi ng, d e v a s t a t i n g envy t hat  d i s t u r bed my own ment al  gr owt h 

f or  I  al way s f e l t  t hat  i n my own p l o dd i ng manner  I  was ac hi ev -

i ng go al s t hat  my mor e b r i l l i a n t  f e l l o ws wer e not  ac h i ev i n g . 

But  t h i s c o n t r as t  s er v es t o s et  o f f  my own c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , 

what  I  am and what  I  am no t , and g i v es a h i n t  o f  t he s t r o ng, 

u n f u l f i l l e d wi s h es wh i c h I  at  one t i me had of  bec omi ng t hat  

wh i c h 1 was no t . 

was bo r n 

i l y f a t h e r , Za k u s h i r o , / o n Ap r i l  17 o f  t he f o ur t h year  o f  

Me i j i  ( 1672) i n t he per  f eat u r e o f  Mi y az ak i  whi c h i s on t he 

s o ut her n i s l and o f  k y us hu . X have hear d my f a t h e r ' s f r i en d s 

c h i ê hi m f o r  c omi ng f r om suc h a bac k war d p l ac e t hat  i s known 

onl y f or  t he sumi  ( c h a r c o a l ) i t  p r o duc es , but  t he peo p l e of  

t he d i s t r i c t  mai n t a i n t he pr o ud t r a d i t i o n t hat  t h e i r s i s t he 

l o c a l e ( Hy uga) f r om whi c h J i mmu Tenno , t he f i r s t  emper or  o f  

J apan , emanat ed. My f a t h e r ' s par en t s owned some k i nd o f  po o r , 

s mal l  shop i n t he c i t y of  Mi y az ak i , t he l a r ges t  c i t y i n t he 
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p r ef ec t u r e a l t ho ugh i t  seems not  t o have been much mor e t han 

an ov er gr own t own. I t  seems t hat  g r andf a t her  was a good man 

ana a s o c i ab l e per s o n i n a qu i et  way , but  he was app ar en t l y 

no bus i nes s man f or  he v er y ear l y came t o l ean on h i s son f o r  

s uppo r t . Gr andmot her , on t he o t her  hand, seems t o have been 

t he s t r o nger  c har ac t er  o f  t he t wo, but  she was bound t o her  

bed wi t h i l l n e s s t hr o ugho ut  my f a t h e r ' s boyhood and di ed wh i l e 

he was s t i l l  of  s c hoo l  age . Ther e was ano t her  younger  s on, 

but  I  k now al mos t  n o t h i n g o f  t h i s unc l e o f  mi ne f or  i t  seems 

t hat  he r an away f r om home at  a f a i r l y ear l y age l ea v i n g a l l  

t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f  t he home t o my f a t h e r , and i s sai d t o 

have become a ne ' er - do - wel l . 

Most  o f  what  I  k now about  my f a t h e r ' s ear l y bac k gr ound 

comes t o me f r om my mot her , f o r  f at her  sel dom t al k ed about  hi m-

s e l f  no t  t hat  he was afehamed o f  h i s bac k gr o und but  r at her  be-

c aus e he was r a r e l y i n t e r es t ed i n s uc h ac c o u n t s . I n f a c t , 

ev en when my mo t her  t o l d us c h i l d r e n o f  f a t h e r ' s ear l y l i f e , 

i t  was g i v en t o us i n t h e f o r m o f  mor al  l e s s o n s s ho wi ng us t he 

s t r ugg l e o f  one man aga i n s t  t he economi c l i mi t a t i o n s t hat  wer e 

i mposed on hi m. Wh i l e t hes e s t o r i es make out  my f at her  t o be 

a man o f  c o ns i der ab l e c h ar ac t er , I  c an we l l  be l i ev e t hat  he 

was ac t u a l l y s uc h a man even a l l o wi ng f o r  h i s l i mi t a t i o n s 

f o r  i t  seemed t o us c h i l d r en t hat  he l e f t  l i t t l e t o be des i r ed 

as a f a t h e r . 

Bec aus e o f  g r andmo t her ' s i l l n e s s and g r an d f a t h er ' s ' i mpr ac t i -

c a l i t y , mj; f at her  v er y ear l y t ook t o n u r s i n g h i s mot her  and ev en 

o f  s uppo r t i ng t he f ami l y . I t  seems t hat  he c ar ed f o r  h i s mot her  
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wi t h t he g r ea t es t  t ender nes s and a t t en t i o n , i n t he i dea l  man-

ner  of  oyak ook o ( f i l i a l  p i e t y }, and I  s us pec t  t her e must  have 

ex i s t ed s omet hi ng o f  a t r ag i c a f f e c t i o n bet ween mot her  and son 

s uc h as i s o f t en r e l a t ed i n t r ad i t i o n a l  J apanes e l o r e i n t he 

r e l a t i o n s h i p o f  a s on c a r i n g f o r  a h e l p l e s s mo t her . ( s ee f o r  

exampl e, Tsur umi  Y u u s u k e ' s "T h e Mo t h e r ") I n Mi y az ak i  t her e 

was l i t t l e o ppo r t un i t y f or  a boy t o ear n a l i v e l i h o o d ; t he one 

t h i n g my f a t h er  was ab l e t o do was t o gat her  f i r ewo o d f r om t he 

mo unt a i ns i n t he s u r r o und i ng ar ea and sel \  t hem i n t own. Hi s 

ear n i ngs wer e meager , but  he woul d pac k as l a r ge a bundl e as 

he c oul d c ar r y on h i s back and pedd l e t hem i n t he s t r ee t s o f  

t he t o wn. 

F a t h e r ' s s c ho o l  was some f our  mi l es f r om h i s home, a di s -

t anc e wh i c h he wa l k ed t wi c e a day go i ng and c o mi ng. Ee woul d 

a r i s e ver y ear l y t o t ak e car e of  a f ew ho us eho l d c ho r es f o r  h i s 

mot her  bef o r e l e a v i n g , and on r e t u r n i n g he woul d t ak e t o t he 

mo unt ai ns t o b r i n g down h i s da i l y l o ad o f  f i r ewo o d . Of t en , t her e 

was s c a r c e l y enough f ood i n t he hous e t o make a l unc h-

box f o r  s c ho o l , and on t hes e o c c as i o ns i t  seems t hat  f a t h e r  

t ook t o a v o i d i n g o t her  c h i l d r en wi t h l unc h es at  t he noon hour  

so t hat  t hey woul d not  see h i s pov er t y » He had one wel l  pat c hed 

s u i t  o f  c l o t hes f o r  s c hoo l  wear  t hat  was f r eq uen t l y t he o b j ec t  

o f  r i d i c u l e and t eas i n g , a f o r m o f  t r eat ment  t o wh i c h he was 

s ub j ec t ed by t o r ment o r s e s p ec i a l l y as he wal k ed t hr ough t he t own 

f r om t he "wr o ng, s i d e " t o t he s c hoo l  or  bac k a g a i n . 

Ther e i s a s t o r y t hat  at  one t i me my f at her  f ound h i ms e l f  

at  t he bot t om o f  t he c l a s s r a n k i n g . No t  o nl y di d he l ac k t i me 
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f o r  s t udy but  he was not  p r o v i ded as wer e t he o t her  c h i l d r en 

wi t h t he n ec es s a r y equ i pment  f or  s c ho o l wo r k . He wss unabl e 

t o pur c has e t ex t bo o k s , i n f ac t , he o f t en di d no t  have s u f f i -

c i e n t  money t o buy p enc i l  and p ap er . Det er mi ned no t  t o be 

over come by t hes e d i f f i c u l t i e s , he made a s l a t e on whi ch he 

wor k ed wi t h c h a r c o a l . I n a r i t h met i c mat hemat i c s , i f  he 

had no t ex t bo o k he woul d make up h i s own pr obl ems and even 

at t empt ed 1st  wo r k out  h i s own met hods o f  s o l u t i o n . Whenever  

he was ab l e t o buy p enc i l  and paper , he woul d copy out  who l e 

t ext book s bec aus e t he book s t hems el v es wer e t oo ex p en s i v e . 

For  want  <bf  t i me, he woul d wor k by c a n d l e l i g h t , o f t en i n a 

c o l d , unheat ed r oom, f ar  i n t o t h e n i g h t . My f a t h er  t o l d wi t h 

p r i de o f  how he t hus i mpr o v i s ed h i s own means o f  s t udy and 

advanc ed h i ms e l f  t o t he head of  t he c l a s s . I  hear d t h i s s t o r y 

o nl y once f r om my f a t h e r ' s mout hy when I  was my s e l f  s t i l l  i n 

t he gr ade s c ho o l , but  i t  i s s t i l l  as v i v i d i n. my mi nd as i t  

was t hen f o r  I  f e l t  t hat  i f  my f a t her  had been ab l e t o adv anc e 

h i ms e l f  under  such c i r c ums t anc es , I  wi t h my adv ant ages coul d-

do no l e s s t han t o l ea r n e v e r y t h i n g t he schoo l  had t o o f f e r  

me. 

F a t h e r ' s mot her  di ed a f t e r  a l o n g i l l n e s s wh i l e he was 

s t i l l  a t t en d i n g s c ho o l . For  l a c k o f  f unds wi t h whi c h t o con-

t i n u e s c ho o l , he q u i t  a f t e r  t he end o f  t he second year  o f  t he 

mi dd l e s c ho o l . At  t h i s t i me he <book an exami nat i o n f o r  a 

t eac h i ng c e r t i f i c a t e , an exami nat i o n wh i c h i s gen er a l l y sai d 

t o r equ i r e mor e t han t wo y ear s of  mi ddl e s c hoo l  t r a i n i n g , and 

pas s ed i t . I  have no doubt  t hat  f a t h er  woul d have made an 

ex c e l l en t  t eac her  f or  he po s s es s ed 8 v er y we l l  o r gan i zed mi nd, 
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l i k ed not hi ng-  bet t er  t han t o s t udy , and enj oy ed t eac h i ng us 

c h i l d r en , but  when he was 8l s o c o nf r o nt ed wi t h an o f f e r  f r om 

e Nagamat s u Company, a s mal l  i mpo r t i ng- expo r t i ng f i r m i n Mi ya-

z ak i , he c ho s e t he l a t t e r  r at her  t han a t eac h i ng p o s i t i o n . 

Thi s pr oved t o be a c r u c i a l  d e c i s i o n f or  f r om t hat  t i me he was 

des t i ned t o r emai n a b u s i n es s man, an o c c upat i o n f o r  whi c h he 

was not  t emper ament al l y we l l  f i t t e d , and any p r ev i o us ambi t i o n 

wh i c h he may have har bo r ed o f  bec o mi ng an ac ademi c per s on was 

f o r ev er  s et  as i de a l t ho ugh t he wi s h must  have l i n ger ed i n h i s 

dr eams .n 

r ä i s adv anc ement  i n t he Nagam&t s u Company was s l ow but  

s t eady , and about  t he t i me o f  h i s t wen t y - f i f t h year  he was r epr e-

s en t i n g h i s company i n i t w s p ec u l a t i o n s i n Ko r ea whi c h was t hen 

r ap i d l y bec o mi ng an ar ea f o r  J apanes e v en t u r es . I t  was du r i ng 

one o f  h i s r et ur n v i s i t s t o Mi y az ak i  f r om Ko r ea t hat  he met  my 

mot her  and dec i ded t o mar r y h e r . 

My mo t her , S a k i /̂ was l i k ewi s e bor n i n Mi y az ak i , i n t he 

e i g t h year  o f  Me i j i  ( 1876) mak i ng her  f our  y ear s y ounger  t han 

my f a t h er . She was t he e l d es t  daught er  o f  a t hen wel l - known 

and weal t hy f ami l y o f  t he c i t y , and t he ease o f  her  ear l y l i f e 

i s i n c o n t r as t  t o t he pover t y o f  my f a t h e r ' s boy hood. Her  f at  l i-

as 

er  i s d e s c r i b e d / a b i g , i mpo s i ng per 'son ( f o r  a J ap an es e) wi t h 

l a r g e ey es and a f i e r c e mus t ac he, who at  one per i o d o f  h i s ca-

r eer  made a f o r t une by s p ec u l a t i o n i n t r ade . Dur i ng t he r ebel -

l i o n o f  Sai go Takamor i  f Sai go r e b e l l i o n of  1878) , my mot her  sus-

p ec t s t hat  her  f a t her  i mpor t ed r i f l e s t o t he r ebel  f o r c es by-

b r i ng i ng ar ms l ad en s h i p s i nt o t he Mi y az ak i  har bo r  at  n i gh t  un-

der  t he c l o ak o f  da r k n es s . She o n l y r emember s t hat  her  f a t her  

i n s t r uc t ed t he f ami l y t o f l ee t o t he s af et y of  t he s u r r o und i ng 

(See bac k f o r  f o o t n o t e ) 



i / The nane, Sa k i , woul d not  be commonl y used i n moder n 

J ap an . Today , J apanes e f a mi l i e s woul d 'add "k o " (meani ng, c h i l d ) 

t o g i r l 1 s names o f  t h i s k i nd mak i ng t he f u l l  name Sak i k o . I n ? 

t he f eu da l  oer i od i t  was n o t  t he p r ac t i c e t o add "k o " t o g i r l s 

names but  r at her  t o. add a p r e f i x "Q- " mak i ng t he name C- Sak i . 

T h i s i s t he manner  i n wh i c h my f at her  addr es s ed mo t her , whi c h 

as a i n was somewhat  unus ual  f o r  h u s b an d ' s r ar e l y used t he wi f e s 

name as a means o f  add r es s . T h i s r at her  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  po i n t  i s 

an i n d i c a t i o n o f  t he t r a d i t i o n (o f  o l d J ap an ) under  whi c h bo t h 

my f a t h er  and mot her  gr ew up. 
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mo unt ai ns wh i l e t he war  was o n. I n ano t her  o f  h i s s p ec u l a t i v e 

v en t u r es , her  f a t h er  bought  an ant i mony mi ne i n t he mo unt ai ns 

near  Mi y az ak i  but  i t  seems t hat  no t h i ng ev er  came o f  t h i s en-

t e r p r i s e . What ev er  t he s uc c es s or  f a i l u r e of  h i s v en t u r es , 

howev er , i t  seems t hat  her  f a t h er  was a. man o f  " b i g i d ea s " 

who i s c r ed i t ed wi t h hav i ng do ne much t owar d t he dev el opment  

o f  t he p r e f e c t u r e . Bef o r e h i s day s , Mi y azak i - k en was a par t  

o f  Sagos hi ma, and i t  was t hr ough gr andf at her  and h i s ac c o mp l i c es ' 

e f f o r t s t hat  a s epar at e Mi y az ak i - k en was c r ea t ed . My mot her  

c l a i ms t hat  a h i ghway ( p r o bab l y no t  much mor e t han a wagon 

r oad o f  t ho s e day s ) wh i c h he b u i l t  s t i l l  r emai ns as a l andmar k 

o f  h i s wo r k f o r  t he p r e f e c t u r e . I n t he Has h i guc h i  f ami l y , t he 

mai n l i n e on my mo t h e r ' s s i d e , t her e seems t o be an ev i l  specu-

l a t i v e t endenc y t hat  i s expr es s ed i n gr os s bo r r o wi ng , l a r ge 

i nv es t ment s and f r equent  f a i l u r e s . (Mot her  c l a i ms t hat  my 

unc l e i s a p er f ec t  exampl e o f  t h i s bad h e r i t a g e . ) I n ' a n y c as e , 

by t he t i me o f  h i s deat h , gr andf at her  had ac c umul at ed a debt  o f  

over  $1 0 0 , 0 0 0 whi c h mot her  i n h er i t ed and was r es p o n s i b l e f or  

s i nc e t her e wer e no sons i n t he f ami l y . 

Mot her  gr ew up under  t he c ar e o f  a s t ep- mot her  s i nc e her  

own mot her  di ed wtoi t fnsvi feffvwHB s ho r t l y a f t e r  mo t h er ' s b i r t h . 

Some o f  her  s t ep - s i s t e r s ar e s t i l l  l i v i n g i n Mi y azak i  a l t ho ugh 

mot her  has no t  communi cat ed wi t h t hem f or  some y ea r s . Under  t he 

i n f l u en c e o f  her  f a t h e r ' s expans i v e i deas , t her e was mor e o f  

T es t er n i n f l u en c e i n her  home t han was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f  most  

J apanes e homes o f  t hat  t i me, and s he was br o ught  up t o ma i n t a i n 

mor e i ndependenc e t han was t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r  J apanes e women. For  

i n s t anc e, her  f a t h er  f e l t  t hat  h i s daught er s s houl d be educ at ed , 

an i dea t hat  was r a t her  new i n J apan t hen f o r  i t  was not  t hought  
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nec es s ar y t o educ at e J apanes e women i n t hose d a y s . Howev er , 

mot her  ap p ar en t l y di d not  c ar e t oo much f o r  *s c hoo l i  np, and t he 

poor  hea l t h t hat  dogged her  t hr o ugh her  g i r l ho o d seems t o have 

o f f er ed her  an exc us e f r om f o l l o wi n g her  f a t h e r ' s wi s h es . Fa-

mi l y r e l a t i o n s seem not  t o have been as war m as she wi s hed i t . 

Her  f a t her  W8S good t o her  and even s po i l ed her , c ut  he was 

no t  o f t en at  home b e i n g away on bu s i n es s or  f r eq uent l y s t ay i ng 

wi t h h i s c o n c u b i n es . Eer  s t epmot her  was k i nd t o her , but  t he 

\  

t i e bet ween t hem coul d not  be as s t r o ng as i n bl ood k i n s h i p . 

Her  most  p l eas an t  c h i l dho o d memor i es seem t o go bac k t o her  

f r equent  v i s i t s wi t h her  gr andpar ent s who p r o t ec t ed her  be-

c aus e o f  her  weak hea l t h and p r o v i ded her  wi t h her  c h i l d i s h 

d e s i r e s . 

Mot her  was pr o babl y not  mor e t han s ev ent een at  t he t i me 

o f  her  f i r s t  mar r i age, an ar r anged a f f a i r  as wer e al i bost  a l l  

t he mar r i ages i n J apan at  t he t i me. Her  hus band was appar ent -

l y a man of  f a i r  means and good f ami l y bac k gr o und, a commend-

abl e mar r i age f r om t he f ami l y s t an d p o i n t . ac c o r d i ng t o J apan-

es e c us t om, s he went  as a br i de t o l i v e wi t h her  Hu s ban d ' s c h i e f  

f ami l y (he b e i n g t he e l des t  son a n d / h e i r  t o t he f ami l y l i n e ) , 

but  t he s c at t er ed ac c o unt s s he has g i v en of  her  l i f e i n her  

f i r s t  h u s b a n d ' s hous eho l d i n d i c a t es t hat  her  s t ay was not  a 

happy o ne. She had t wo s ons by her  f i r s t  mar r i age , but  bo t h 

o f  t hem di ed bef o r e t hei r  t h i r t i e t h b i r t h day . The h u s b a n d ' s 

mot her  was a s t er n manager  o f  t he home, and, as f r eq u en t l y 

happens t o a b r i de who goes t o l i v e wi t h her  h u s b an d ' s f ami l y , 

mot her  was t r eat ed wi t h l e s s c o n s i d e r a t i o n t han for -  a s er v an t . 
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Des p i t e her  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  weak nes s , she was r equ i r ed t o be 

t he f i r s t  t o a r i s e f r om her  bed, o f t en as ear l y as t hr ee i n 

t he mor ni ng- , had t o do much o f  t he c ho r es o f  t he home, and 

was gen er a l l y t he l a s t  t o r e t i r e . Mo t h e r ' s s i s t ei S- i n- l aw  ̂

made demands upon her  wh i c h wer e al mos t  u n bear ab l e . Had 

t her e been no o t her  d i f f i c u l t i e s , mot her  woul d p r o babl y have 

r emai ned i n t h i s hous eho l d f o r  s he r egar ded t he h ar ds h i p s as 

t he l o t  o f  a J apanes e b r i d e , but  her  husband t ook t o v i s i t i n g 

t he t eaho us es and p l a y i n g wi t h o t her  women. Mot her  has some-

t i mes s a i d , " I t  i s not  p l eas an t  t o be mar r i ed t o a J apanes e 

bus i nes s man, a J apanes e gent l eman. I t ' s a par t  o f  t hei r  bus i -

nes s t o v i s i t  t he t eaho us es and have o t her  wo men." A f t e r  some 

f i v e y ear s o f  mar r i ed l i f e , mot her  r et ur ned t o her  own home 

l eav i n g her  t wo s ons wi t h her  h u s b a n d ' s f ami l y . i l n J apanes e 

cus t om i t  seems t hat  t he h u s b a n d ' s f ami l y has c l a i m upon t he 

c h i l d r en i n t he c as e of  d i v o r c e , e s p e c i a l l y i f  t hey ar e s o n s . ) 

Mo t h e r ' s c h i e f  r egr et  i n her  d i v o r c e seems t o have been t hat  

s he was f o r c ed t o par t  wi &k f r om her  s o ns . 

I  am no t  sur e how l o n g f at her  and mot her  wer e ac quai n t ed 

wi t h eac h o t her  bef o r e t hei r  mar r i ag e . I  somehow have t he i m-

p r es s i o n t hat  t hey k s s x wer e ac q ua i n t ed , or  at  l eas t  knew o f  

eac h o t h er , f r o m' t h e i r  y o u t h . At  t he t i me o f  f a t h e r ' s r e t u r n 

f r om K o r ea , he was a l r eady t went y - s even y ear s o l d , and I  pr e-

sume t hat  h i s f r i en d s adv i s ed hi m t hat  a per s o n o f  h i s age and 

p o s i t i o n s houl d- hav e a wi f e . For  some r eas o n f at her  dec i ded 

t hat  he want ed mot her  f o r  h i s b r i d e , and he s t ubbo r n l y mai n t a i ned 

t h i s dec i s i o n i n s p i t e o f  h i s f r i e n d s T s d i s s u a s i o n . They ar gued 
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wi t h h i m t hat  her  u p b r i n g i n g was at  t he o p p o s i t e po l e f r om h i s 

own, t hat  she woul d ex p ec t  mor e t hen he c o u l d g i v e her  wi t h 

h i s means , h u t  a l l  t he a r gument s o f  t he a d v i s o r s wer e l o s t  on 

f a t h e r . They wer e ma r r i e d . I  am not  s ur e t h a t  f a t h e r  ev en had 

a home t o o f f e r  h i s b r i d e ; mot her  "br ought  an ex p en s i v e war d-

bobe o f  go wns . I t  was n e c e s s a r y t hat  f a t h e r  r e t u r n t o K o r ea 

t o c o n t i n u e wi t h t h e o p e n i n g o f  t he Nagamat s u i n t e r e s t s t h e r e , 

and i t  was agr eed t hat  mo t her  s ho u l d j o i n h i m t h er e as s oon as 

t he b u s i n e s s was d e f i n i t e l y e s t a b l i s h e d and he was a b l e t o se-

c ur e a ho me. 

Un f o r t u n a t e l y , t he l and s p e c u l a t i o n s o f  t he Nagamat s u Go . 

c o mp l et e l y c o l l a p s ed when an a n t i c i p a t e d boom o f  a c e r t a i n t er -

r i t o r y f a i l e d t o ma t e r i a l i z e , but  t he f a i l u r e i n K o r ea l ed t o 

t he bank r up t c y o f  t he home o f f i c e . I t  mus t  hav e been a s ev er e 

b l o w t o f a t h e r  t o hav e t he company on wh i c h he had b u i l t  h i s 

c a r ee r  s adden l y c o l l a p s e under  h i m, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t he f i r s t  

.y ear  a f t e r  h i s ma r r i a g e , f o r  wi t h i n t he l i mi t e d ec onomy o f  J a-

pan , a man s t a r t i n g at  t he l e v e l  f r om wh i c h f a t h e r  s t a r t ed 

c o u l d r i s e i n t he b u s i n e s s wo r l d onl y by s mal l  i n c r ement s and 

(t hr ough l o n g s e r v i c e i n a s i n g l e c o mpany . No r  d i d t he r e l a t i v e l y 

bac k war d a r ea o f  Mi y a z a k i  o f f e r  p r o s p ec t s t o a y o ung man o f  

a mb i t i o n . F a t h er  dec i ded t o s eek h i s f o r t u n e i n Os ak a , a c i t y 

t hat  had o f  r e c e n t  y ea r s gr own t o be one o f  t he i n d u s t r i a l  and 

c o mmer c i a l  c en t e r s o f  J a p a n , and mo t her  wen t  wi t h h i m. 

T he s t r u g g l e f o r  s u c c es s i n Os ak a v/as a d i f f i c u l t  and f r u i t -

l e s s o n e , y et  mo t her  s ay s t he t h r e e y e a r s s he s p en t  i n t h a t  ci t y 

wer e n o t  u n h ap p y o n es . F a t h e r  had d i f f i c u l t y f i n d i n g a s u i t a b l e 
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o pen i ng and ba r e l y managed t o ek e out  a l i v i n g . They had a 

s mal l  home, but  i t  was o f t en unc o mf o r t ab l y c o l d bec au s e f u e l  was 

t oo ex p ens i v e t o pur c has e i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s . On t hes e o c c as i o n s , 

t hey wo ul d go out  and buy a f ew c ent s wo r t h o f  h o t , s weet  p o t a t o es 

f r o m s t r eet  p e d d l e r s , p l ac e t̂ h em i n t h e i r  f u t o k o r o ( i n s i d e t he 

k i mo no , o r  u n der  t h e i r  bo s o m) , and k eep war m i n t h i s way as t hey 

wander ed t he s t r ee t s o f  Oas ak a t o get h er  i n t he ev en i ng . The 

s weet  po t at o es s er v ed a do ub l e pur po s e f o r  when t hey r e t u r n ed 

home t he p o t at o es c oul d be ea t en . A daught er  was bo r n and was 

named Ts ur uk o ( C r a n e - c h i l d ) . Bec aus e o f  t h e ex c es s i v e l y s t ar c hy 

d i e t  on wh i c h t hey wer e f o r c ed t o s u b s i s t , bo t h mot her  and T s ur uk o 

at  one t i me wer e i l l  wi t h b e r i - b e r i . I t  r a p i d l y became ev i den t  

t h a t  t he s t r u gg l e f o r  a l i v e l i h o o d i n Os ak a was a l o s i n g b a t t l e ; 

t he^r  even had t o s e l l  mot her s f i n e war dr o be o f  k i mono  ̂ one by o ne, 

wi t h wh i c h s he par t ed r e l u c t a n t l y as she admi t s t o us now, i n or -

der  t o make ends meet  d u r i n g t he most  d i f f i c u l t  p e r i o d . Bl o c k ed 

i n h i s d es i r e t o r i s e i n t he wo r l d , and even p r es s ed t o mai n t a i n 

f ami l y and home, f a t h e r  dec i ded t hat  h i s e f f o r t s i n Os ak a i n t o 

wh i c h he had v ent ur ed wi t h hope had pr ov ed a f a i l u r e and t her e 

seemed no t h i ng bu t  t o s ear c h e l s ewh er e f o r  a c hanc e t o ear n a 

l i v i n g . 

The y ear  was 1904 j us t  a f t e r  t he t ur n o f  t he c en t u r y . I n t he 

b r i e f  s pac e o f  a h a l f  a c ent ur y b e f o r e t h i s , J ap an had been sud-

den l y awak eded t o t he f a c t  t hat  she was a par t  o f  a v as t  wo r l d 

i n wh i c h t her e wer e s t i l l  v i r g i n ar eas unexp l o i t ed, by man, a r eas 

wher e t he economy was no t  d r i ed out  and s h r i v e l ed as i t  was i n 

J a p a n . J ap anes e mi nds t hat  had no t  h i t h er t o t r o ub l ed t o l o o k 
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bey o nd t he h o r i z o n o f  t h e i r  own i s l a n d s no w began t o s e a r c h out -

wa r d s t o e x p l o r e t he p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n o t h e r  l a n d s � K o r e a , Ch i n a , 

t h e P h i l i p p i n e s , and A me r i c a . Amer i c a was t he b r i g h t e s t  ho pe o f  

t hem a l l , and a t r i c k l e o f  J a p a n e s e i mmi gr an t s t h a t  had s t a r t ed 

i n t he I 860 ' s t o Ha wa i i  and l a t e r  t o t h e ma i n l an d g r ew t o t he 

p r o p o r t i o n s o f  a s i z e a b l e ex o dus by t h e t uum o f  t h e c e n t u r y . 

Among t ho s e who j o i n ed t h i s f l o w o f  i mmi gr an t s abo ut  1900 was a 

c o u s i n o f  my mo t h e r ' s and h i s w i f e , who d i s embar k ed i n S e a t t l e 

and s t a r t ed a f u r n i t u r e s h o p . I t  was t h e l e t t e r s f r o m t h i s 

c o us i n .i n Amer i c a t h a t  f i r s t  i n t e r e s t e d my f a t h e r  i n A me r i c a , and 

t h e f o r me r ' s anc o ur ar ement  t o my f a t h e r  t o j o i n h i m i n S e a t t l e 

f i n a l l y l ed t o t h e d e c i s i o n t h a t  f a t h e r  s h o u l d A mi g r a t e a l o n e 

t o Ar ncr i oct  and t h a t  mo t her  s ho u l d j o i n h i m t h er e l a t e r  wi t h T s ur uk o 

as soon as f a t h e r  was a b l e t o s end f o r  t h em. 

Somehow t hey s c r aped t o ge t h er  eno ugh money t o pur c has e 

f a t h e r ' s p as s age t o A mer i c a . At  t he t i me of  l a n d i n g i t  was 

nec es s ar y t h a t  ever y i mmi gr ant  show t went y - f i v e d o l l a r s i n h i s 

p o s s e s s i o n as an i n d i c a t i o n t hat  he wo ul d not  become a dependent  

on t he go v er nment , bu t  t he c o u s i n i n Amer i c a l en t  t h i s amount  

t o f a t h er  wh i c h he r e t u r n ed as s oon as he l an ded i n S e a t t l e , 

f a t h e r  was p e n n i l e s s when he l anded i n t he s t r an ge new wo r l d . 

I n t he ear l y 1 9 0 0 ' s Se a t t l e was j us t  s h ed d i n g i t s e l f  o f  

i t s mos t  o bv i o us f r o n t i e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . The p o p u l a t i o n was 

s t i l l  l e s s t h an h a l f  i t s p r es en t  s i z e , bu t  i t  was one o f  t he 

f a s t e s t  gr o wi ng c i t y o f  i t s s i z e i n A mer i c a . The c i t y had o n l y 

s h o r t l y be f o r e one a d e c i s i v e b a t t l e ov er  Tac oma, B e l l i n g h a m and 

o t her  c o mmuni t i es o f  t he r e g i o n i n b i d d i n g f o r  t he t er mi nus o f  
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t wo l ar ge c o n t i nen t a l  r a i l r o a d s , and by t h i s v i c t o r y des t i ned 

i t s e l f  t o become t he c ommer c i al  c en t er  o f  t he No r t hwes t  and 

t he domi nant  c i t y o f  t he P uget  Sound a r ea . Howev er , t he v as t  

de l t a i mmedi at el y s o ut h o f  t he mai n bus i nes s d i s t r i c t  was t hen 

s t i l l  washed by t i d ewa t e r s , and t he p r o j ec t  o f  r ec l a i mi n g t h i s 

l and f or  i n d u s t r i a l  and r a i l r o ad t r ans p o r t a t i o n pur po s es was 

j us t  b e i n g begun . The o l d Seat t l e p i o n eer , Y e s l e r , had b u i l t  

h i s s awmi l l  at  t he p o i n t  wher e t he s h o r e l i n e o f  E l l i o t  Bay 

br ok e o f f  i n a s har p angl e t o f or m t he t i de f l a t s , at  what  was 

t o become t he s out her nmos t  end o f  t he mai n bu s i n es s d i s t r i c t , 

but  bec aus e o f  t h i s l o c a t i o n o f  t he mai n i ndus t r y of  o l d Sea t t l e , 

F i r s t  Av enue and Y es l e r  Way was t he c en t er  o f  t he c i t y i n i t s 

f r o n t i e r  p e r i o d . By t he t i me f at her  ar r i v ed i n 1904, t he pr i n-

c i p a l  o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s and shops had a l r eady pushed no r t hwar d 

a l o n g Second Av enue l e a v i n g t he o l d c ent er  beh i nd i n a s t at e o f  

gr adual  d e t e r i o r a t i o n , an ar ea o f  c heap h o t e l s , war eho us es , smel l  

f a c t o r i e s , wh o l es a l e ho us es , t av er n s , poo l  h a l l s , and bawdy-

t heat er s . L umber j ac k s , r a i l r o ad s ec t i o n hands , K l o nd i k e pr os-

pec t o r s and s a i l o r s swar med i n t he ar ea wh i c h t hey f ami l i a r l y 

c a l l ed "Sk i d - r o ad" bec aus e o l d Y es l e r  had h i s l o g s k i ds f r om 

t he near by f o r es t ed h i l l s f o r mi ng an an g l e ar ound t he s ec t i o n . 

I t  was i n t o t h i s a r ea , and l o wer  J ac k s o n and Mai n St r ee t s t o 

t he eas t , t hat  t he i mmi gr ant  J apanes e l a n d i n g i n Sea t t l e f l o wed . 

F u j i i  Ho t el  whi c h became a money- maker  by c a t e r i n g t o 

J apanes e i mmi gr ant s who l anded at  Smi t h ' s p i er  was l o c at ed at  

t he h ear t  o f  Sk i d - r o ad. Ot her  J apanes e h o t e l s , equal l y p r o f i t -

ab l e v en t u r es , wer e l o c at ed on Mai n S t . , J ac k s o n S t . , and K i ng 
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S t . , wer e f ar t her  t o t he eas t , but  showed a be t t e r  a n t i c i p a t i o n 

o f  wher e t he mai n J ap anes e d i s t r i c t  was t o be ev en t u a l l y . J apan-

es e r es t au r an t s , g r o c er i es , t a i l o r  and o t her  s hops wer e o egi nni r g 

t o appear  i n n o t i c eab l e number s a l o n g Mai n , Hac k s on and K i n g . 

Though Seat t l e was a boomt own, wages f or  t he J apanes e i m-

mi gr ant  f r es h l y ar r i v ed wer e o ut r ageo us l y l o w. F at her  f i r s t  

wor k ed as a ho us ebo y ( "s c h o o l - bo y " as t hey wer e c a l l ed t hen) 

but  was s c ar c e l y abl e t o save a f ew c ent s a day . Ee wor k ed i n 

a r es t au r an t  ear n i ng somewhat  mor e t han a do l l a r  a day , and 

saved out  o f  t h i s wi t h a v i ew t o c a l l i n g mot her  and Ts ur uk o . 

He wor ked t o r  a t i me on t he r a i l r o a d f or  a s i mi l a r  wage. i t  

t he end o f  a y ear  he had somehow managed t o save enough t o send 

f o r  mot her  and T s ur uk o , on t h i r d - c l as s pas s age o f  c o u r s e . I  be-

l i ev e mot her  once t r i ed wo r k i ng as a domes t i c and d i d n ' t  know 

what  t o do when she was t o l d t o wash t he t o i l e t  bowl ; but  £fee 

was d i s gus t ed when f a t h er  i n s t r uc t ed her  t o use her  h ands . 

F a t h e r ' s u l t i mat e i n t en t  was t o s t ar t  a shop j us t  as 

mo t h er ' s c o us i n had, bu t  he had no c a p i t a l  wi t h whi c h t o begi n 

any bus i n es s . The c h i e f  means o f  s av i ng f or  i mmi gr ant s o f  t hat  

day wer e by wo r k i ng on t he r a i l r o a d s , i n s awmi l l s or  as f ar m 

hands ; f at her  chose' t o wor k i n a s awmi l l . He t ook a j ob at  

t he K er es t o ne s awmi l l  l o c at ed i n a mo unt a i no us , i s o l a t ed par t  

o f  t he c ount r y about  f i f t y mi l es s o ut heas t  of  Se a t t l e , wher e 

o t her  J ap anes e wor k er s and t h e i r  f a mi l i e s had f or med a smal l  

camp. Wor k c o n d i t i o n s wer e poor  f or  l o n g ho ur s wer e r equ i r ed 

at  r e l a t i v e l y l ow pay , and t he c h i e f  means o f  s av i ng was by 

s c r i mp i ng, i n gen u i t y i n dev e l o p i n g s i de j o bs , and wo r k i ng ex t r a 
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hour  s . Not  l o n g a f t e r  f a t h er  and mot her  went  t o K er es t o ne , 

a g i t e t i o n dev el o ped among t he Cau c as i an wo r k er s i n t he mi l l  

t o r un out  t he J apanes e wo r k er s who wer e s eemi ngl y t ak i n g over  

a l l  t he j ot  o p en i n gs . One day a v i s c i o u s , t h r ea t en i n g l e t t e r  

was r ec e i v ed i n t he J apanes e camp war n i ng t hes e peo p l e t hat  

an $ J apanes e who f a i l e d to r emo v e ' h i ms e l f  wi t h i n t he next  f ew 

day s woul d be k i l l e d . The J apanes e wo r k er s wer e t ho r oughl y 

f r i gh t ened and t hey a l l  moved out  t o a s mal l  near by t own, but  

f at her  r ef us ed t o be i n t i mi dat ed by s uc h t h r e a t s . He s ent  

mot her  and t he baby wi t h t he r es t  of  t he p eo p l e , bu t  he r emai ned 

at  t he mi l l  and at  n i ght  bar r i c aded h i ms e l f  i n t he house and 

k ept  an axe at  hand f o r  us e as a weapon. A week pas s ed and 

no t h i ng happened, and by t he sec ond week i t  was ev i den t  t hat  

t he whi t e wo r k er s had no i n t en t i o n o f  c a r r y i n g out  t hei r  t h r ea t . 

The J apanes e wo r k er s g r adua l l y d r i f t ed bac k t o t hei r  camp f r om 

t own, and t he Zer es t o ne s awmi l l  c o n t i nued t o be k ept  open f or  

J ap f  ne se wor  k er s . 

On Ma & Oc t o ber  10, I 90j  a second daught er  was bo r n and 

was named May ( a name t hat  coul d be us ed e i t h e r  i n E n g l i s h or  

i n J ap anes e , meani ng b r i g h t  or  s unny i n t he l a t t e r ) . A y ear  

l a t er  a t h i r d daught er  was bo r n and was nak ed Nobu. Ho s p i t a l  

f a c i l i t i e s wer e u n av a i l ab l e i n t h i s bac k war d c ount r y and bo t h 

daught er s wer e bor n wi t h t he as s i s t an c e o f  t he women ne i gh bo r s 

or  a mi dwi f e . Wi  t h. t he i nc r eas ed s i z e o f  t he f ami l y , expens es 

t oo i nc r eas ed ac c o r d i n g l y , bu t  my par en t s wer e det er mi ned t o 
� 

save so t hat  t hey mi ght  r et u r n t o Sea t t l e t o open a s ho p, 

t her  wor ked da i l y i n t he s awmi l l  l o ad i n g gr een l umber  on c ar s 
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t hat  wer e t hen t ak en t o t he k i l n s f o r  d r y i n g . Mot her  woul d 

t ake i n was h i ng at  wh i c h f a t her  woul d he l p a f t e r  he was t hr ough 

wi t h h i s wo r k i n t he mi l l , and t hen wh i l e t he r es t  of  t he camp 

s l ep t , f a t her  woul d de l i v e r  t he f i n i s hed was h i n gs . Mot her  s ay s 

t hat  i t  became s o met h i ng o f  a j ok e among h i s f e l l o w wor k er s 

t hat  f at her  c o u l d s l eep wh i l e wo r k i ng at  h i s l o a d i n g j o b. Al -

t hough he was l e s s t han f i v e f eet  f i v e i nc hes t a l l , he wddghed 

about  160 pounds at  t he t i me, was s t r o ng, and was c apabl e o f  

c o ns i der ab l e p hy s i c a l  e x e r t i o n . Mot her  a l s o l ear ned t o bakfc 

a J apanes e pas t er y known as am pa 6 (r ound ba l l s of  r i c e f l o u r  

enc l o s i ng a s weet , bean f i l l i n g . ) ana f a t her  woul d s e l l  t hes e 

i n t he camp. Thes e wer e appar en t l y bus y y ear s f o r  f a t her  and 

mot her , wi t h l i t t l e t i me l e f t  f or  p l ay . On t he who l e, t her e 

was v er y l i t t l e r ec r ea t i o n a l  o ppo r t un i t y i n any c ase i n t h i s 

out - of - t he- way camp, t he c h i e f  o u t l e t  be i ng gambl i ng wi t h c a r d s . 

Eut  f a t h er  d i d no t  h i ms e l f  b e l i e v e i n gambl i ng t hough he woul d 

somet i mes s t and beh i nd t he p l ay er s and wat c h t hei r  game, and 

on o c c as i o n when one o f  h i s f r i en d s was unl uc k y and was l o s i n g 

h eav i l y , f a t her  woul d f eel  s o r r y f o r  t he f e l l o w and woul d se-

c r et l y pas s hi m a f ew d o l l a r s l o an . 

About  190S f t -̂ 0̂16- , t he f ami l y moved t o .Vi ns l ow, Was h i ngt o n , 

wher e f at her  t ook a j ob i n a s wwmi l l . ( I  b e l i ev e Eer es t o ne 

c l o s ed down about  t h e n . ) Wi ns l o w i s on Ba i n b r i d g e I s l and i n 

P uget  Sound onl j i  a f ew mi l es f r om Sea t t l e , a b eau t i f u l  p l ac e 

on t he beac h t h a t  was l a t e r  dev el o ped f or  summer  homes . l i f e 

i n t h i s new p l ac e was ap p ar en t l y a l e s s s t r enuo us ana mor e 

p l eaBant  o ne. Some of  t he y o ung bac hel o r  i mmi gr ant s f r om Mi  -

y azak i - k en whose f a mi l i e s wer e known t o f a t her  and mot her  j o i n-

ed t hem at  Wi ns l o w, and c o n s t i t u t ed t hems el v es a k i nd o f  f o 
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i n f o r mal  f r i n ge of  t he f ami l y . Ther e er e s t i l l  p r es er v ed i n 

our  f ami l y al bum some s naps ho t s t hat  wer e t ak en at  t he t i me, 

one of  wh i c h shows t he whol e f ami l y on a l a r ge r owboat  wi t h 

f a t h e r  and a f ami l y f r i en d , K e i z o Hi dak a , at  t he o ar s . The 

men coul d f i s h , on Sunday s and h o l i d ay s t he f ami l y woul d pi c -

ni c on t he "beach, and t her e wer e t he f r equent  v i s i t s o f  t he 

s mal l  s t eamboat  t hat  p l i ed bet ween Seat t l e and t he i s l a n d . 

I t  was about  1910 w x t m v t hat  Mr . and Mr s . Has h i gu c h i , 

mo t h er ' s c o u s i n s , who oper at ed a f u r n i t u r e shop i n Seat t l e 

on l ower  J ac k s o n St r ef ct , dec i ded t o r et ur n t o J apan wi t h t he i r  

c h i l d r e n . (They had been t he same peo p l e who had enc our aged 

f at her  and mot her  t o i mmi g r a t e , ) F at her  dec i ded t o ouy out  

t h i s bus i nes s , ana so i t  was t hat  he f i n a l l y r ea l i z ed t he am-

b i t i o n wi t h wh i c h he s t ar t ed wo r k i n Amer i c a. The f ami l y mov-

ed t o Seat t l e and es t ab l i s h ed l i v i n g quar t er s i n back o f  t he 

shop, a s mal l  s pac e t hat  was t i gh t l y packed wi t h o l d and new 

f u r n i t u r e . F at her  woul d go about  t he c i t y pur c has i ng" used 

f u r n i t u r e , sand t hem down wi t h mo t h e r ' s he l p , 333& r ep a i n t  t hem, 

and s e i l  t hem f o r  a good p r o f i t . Wi t h i n a s ho r t  t i me t he bus i -

nes s had expanded s u f f i c i e n t l y s uc h t hat  f a t her  f e l t  i t  nec es -

s ar y t o open a l a r g e r  s t o r e, so he l eas ed a l a r g e s t o r e a b l o c k 

away f r om t he ol d one on t he c o r ner  o f  J .'aynar d and J ac k s o n S t r ee t , 

The l o c a t i o n was near  t he c ent er  o f  t he J apanes e b u s i n es s di s -

t r i c t , and t he bu l k of  f a t h e r ' s t r ade was wi t h t he J apanes e i m-

mi gr ant s who wer e s t ead i l y i n c r eas i n g i n Sea t t l e t hr ough t h i s 

u er i o d . E u s i n es s p r o s per ed, f a t h er  t ook t he bas ement  o f  t he 

L u i l d i n g f or  s t o r age s pac e, t ook ano t her  bas ement  ac r o s s t he 

s t r eet  f o r  s t i l l  mor e s t o r age s pac e, added s pac e f or  a r ep a i r  
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s hop, and br anc hed out  i nt o t h e s a l e o f  har dwar e and s p o r t i ng 

go o ds . Wi t h i n t wo or  t hr ee y ear s , he had f or . r  or  f i v e men 

wo r k i ng f o r  h i m, mos t  of  f cfeEsc whom wer e known t o hi m t hr ough 

ken c o nnec t i o ns . Ther e wer e K i dak a- s an and Maede- san who wer e 

bo t h f r om Mi y aaak i - k en and had wor ked wi t h f a t her  i n Wi ns l o w. 

f i t  s houl d be added t hat  t he Mi y azak i - k en peo p l e i n Sea t t l e 

wer e v er y f ew i n number s . F at her  was t he mos t  s u c c es s f u l  o f  

t he gr oup, and t he o t her s l o o k ed upon hi m f o r  adv i c e and a i d . ) 

Mi y azawa- s an was not  f r om t he same k en , but  f a t her  had become 

ac qua i n t ed wi t h hi m somewher e and added M m t o t he s t a f f . 

Ther e wer e o t her s who r ec e i v ed t he i r  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t i es i n 

Amer i c a f r om f at her  and t hen d r i f t ed on t o some o t her  wo r k ; 

i n most  i n s t an c es t hey wer e f r om t he same k en . But  I  am t o l d 

t hat  t he per s o n who de l i gh t ed me t he most  as a c h i l d j us t  out  

t eam 

o f  t he c r i b was t he d r i v er  o f  f a t her  1 s /kot &SR and wagon, a 

po wer f u l , b i g f e l l o w t hat  I  c an s t i l l  r emember , whom, i t  i s 

s a i d , I  used t o c a l l  "C r ac k e r " per haps bec aus e he c r ac k ed t he 

wh i p . 

Beg i n n i n g wi t h t he bac k - o f  - t he- shop home, our  f a mi l y ' s 

r es i denc e was g r adua l l y i mpr oved t hr ough s ev er a l  mov es . The 

f i r s t  move was t o a f l a t  i n a r owhous e on 9t h Avenue and 

Was h i ngt o n St r eet  i n an ar ea t hat  was be i ng wel l  s e t t l ed wi t h 

J ap anes e, a d i s t r i c t  t hat  was ac t ua l l y a l r eady i n t he p r o c es s 

o f  d e t e r i o r a t i o n but  whi ch pr o v i ded f a i r l y dec ent  r es i d en c es 

f or  an i mmi gr ant  gr o up . Ver y s oon, t he f ami l y moved aga i n , 

t h i s t i me t o a hous e on 11t h and Was h i ngt o n d i r e c t l y ac r o s s 

t he s t r eet  f r om t he K a s h i g u c h i ' s home. (Cho s ak u and B i k u 
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Ha s h i r u c h i  ar e r ay u n c l e and aunt  who ar e now at  t he l i n i d o k a 

Cent er  end ar e no t  t o be c o nf us ed wi t h t he f i r s t  l i r . and Mr s . 

i a s h i g u c h i  ment i oned i n t h i s ac c o unt  f r o m whom f a t h e r  bought  

t he f u r n i t u r e s t o r e . A l l  t he Ha s h i g u c h i s , i n c l u d i n g my mo t her , 

ar e r e l a t e d , but  t o c o mp l i c at e t he r e l a t i o n s h i p s f u r t h e r , t he 

mar r i ages i n t he c as e o f  bo t h Ha s h i g u c h i s wer e bet ween c o u s i n s . 

Thus my mo t her  was r e l a t ed by b l o o d t o a l l  o f  t he u n c l es and 

aunt s who have been men t i o n ed . ) The l a t t e r  move was t o a r es i -

denc e f a r t h e r  r emoved f r o m t h e c en t er  o f  t he J ap an es e d i s t r i c t  

t han wer e t he f o r mer  homes . I t  was a t  t he hous e on 11t h Av enue 

t hat  I  was bo r n . 

I  was bor n on J u l y 29, 1912. I t  was an a u s p i c i o u s day f o r  

my f a t h e r , and f o r  t he J ap an es e communi t y f o r  my f a t h e r  bec aus e 

t he f i r s t  son o f  t h e f ami l y had been bo r n , end f o r  t he c ommuni t y 

bec aus e <bfie Emper or  Mei .i  i  d i ed on t h i s day , and t he day t h e r e f o r e 

mar ked t he beg i nn i ng o f  t he er a o f  T a i s h o . My mo t her  t e r r i b 

j o k i n g l y r e l a t es t h a t  f a t h e r  was v e r y much up s et  bec aus e t he 

peo p l e o f  t he communi t y wer e mor e c o nc er ned abo ut  t he i nc omi ng 

o f  t he new emper or  t han about  h i s newbo r n f i r s t  s o n , but  ap ar t  

f r om t he ,i oke i t  seems c l ea r  t hat  f a t h e r  was g r e a t l y p l eas ed 

wi t h h av i n g a s on. H i s f r i en d s as s u r ed hi m t hat  i t  was a s i g-

n i f i c a n t  s i gn t hat  I  s houl d be bo r n on t he v er y day o f  t he open-

i ng o f  a new ea?a, and I  was i n e v i t a b l y des t i ned t o bear  t he s ymbo l  

o f  T g i s ho as par t  o f  my name. Name p i c k i ng i n my c as e seems t o 

have r eo u i r ed t wo week s . I t  was agr eed t hat  p ar t  o f  my name 

s houl d be made up o f  t he c h ar ac t er  SHO wh i c h i s t he mor e s i g-

n i f i c a n t  par t  o f  t h e t i t l e T a i s h o . Hi y aaawa- s an , a f ami l y f r i e n d , 
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s t r o ng l y ur p:ed - hat  1 be c a l l ed "Ms s a r u " wh i c h i s a f a i r l y com-

mon boy s name. T h i s name f u l f i l l e d t he r equ i r ement s f o r  t he 

c har ac t er  SHO may a l s o be r ead HASA, t he sound depend i n -  on t he 

c o mbi nat i o n o f  c har ac t er s u s e d . Ot her s s ugges t ed t he name 

"Ma s a t a r o " . F a t h er  seems no t  t o have been s a t i s f i e d wi t h t hes e 

s u gges t i o n s , an d , ac c o r d i ng t o mo t her , he wo u l d s i t  on t he bo wl  

i n t he bat hr o o m, wher e he d i d h i s bes t  t h i n k i n g , and "s p e n d 

ho ur s ? t h i n k i n g abo ut  t he p r o b l em. F i n a l l y , a f t e r  s ev er a l  o f  

t h es e p er i o ds o f  med i t a t i o n , f a t h e r  dec i ded on t he name "Sh o t a r o " 

wr i t t e n i n t h r ee c har ac t er s SHO- TA- RO, mean i ng , "h o n es t - f i r s t -

b o y " . My f a t h e r  a l s o added a mi ddl e E n g l i s h name, a name t hat  

has ev er  s i r .ce been a s our c e o f  embar r as s ment  t o me. "y b i r t h -

c e r t i f i c a t e r eads , "Sh o t a r o Y oung Mi y amo t o ", but  I  hav e n ev er  

us ed t he name Y o u n g . I t  seems t h a t  f a t h e r  had t he i n t en t i o n o f  

l a b e l l i n g me " J u n i o r " , but  as a r es u l t  o f  a c o n f us i o n o f e r  E n g l i s h 

name c us t oms , came out  wi t h t he i dea o f  " t h e young Mi y amo t o . " 

\  hen I  was abo ut  e i g h t , my o l de r  s i s t e r s dec i ded t hat  t he name 

"Y o ung" woul d n o t  do at  a l l , and y et  t hat  I  r eo u i r ed an Amer i c an 

name, so t hey a r b i t r a r i l y s e l ec t ed t he name "F r a n k " wh i c h was 

added t o my b i r t h r ec o r d y ea r s l a t e r . Ho s t  o f  my J ap an es e f r i en d s 

v er y ear l y t ook t o c a l l i n g me "©h o " , f o r  Sho t ar o was an unus ua l  

and awkwar d name t o p r o no unc e. 

As f ar  as I  know, I  was br o ught  i nt o t he wor l d by a mi d-

wi f e , Tak eda Samea- san ( Mi dwi f e T ak eda) , who was a l s o p r es ent  

at  t he t i me o f  my younger  s i s t e r ' s b i r t h . I  r emember  her  we l l  

f o r  i n l a t e r  y ear s she o c c as i o n a l l y v i s i t e d mot her , end on t hes e 

o c c as i o ns mot her  woul d p o i n t  out  t o . u s t hat  Takeda- san had been 

pr es ent  at  our  b i r t h and t he l a t t e r  woul d r emar k on how we had 
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gi o wn. As a boy I  now and t hen saw her  ar ound t own, al way s 

wa l k i ng by h e r s e l f , a s mal l , wi z ened woman o f  about  my mo t h er ' s 

age o f  whom I  s - ^w f e l t  t hat  t her e was s omet hi ng dr i ed up 

i n s i de her . She was not  mar r i ed . Mot her  t r eat ed her  wi t h a 

s ens e o f  o b l i g a t i o n and as a per s o n who , i n a v er y l i mi t ed 

s ens e, was i n s i de t he f ami l y , but  i t  seemed t o me t hat  Take&a-

san gener a l l y bo r e h e r s e l f  as a "s e r v a n t " r at her  t han as ane 

who had any c l a i ms on t he f ami l y . 

Mo t her  t e l l s me t hat  I  was al way s v er y dar k - s k i nned, "One 

o f  t he s l ac k es t  b a b i e s / ' s he had ever  s een , ¿ t i l l , as t he f i r s t  

and onl y s on, I  hel d a s p ec i a l  p l ac e i n t he f ami l y . F at her  r e-

mar ked at  t he t i me o f  my b i r t h , "We l l , I ' m f o r t y now, and by 

t he t i me Sho t ar o i s t went y , I ' l l  be s i x t y , " as i f  he wi s hed 

t hat  he c o u l d s ee me gr ow t o manhood s o o ner . Mot her  was so 

f ea r f u l  t hat  s omet hi ng mi ght  happen t o me t hat  she was es pec i a l -

l y c a r e f u l  t o see t hat  I  s houl d ce p r o t ec t ed f r om any i l l n e s s , 

and i t  seems t hat  s he once bundl ed me i n t he c r i b wi t h an ex-

c es s i v e numoer  o f  b l an k e t s as a r es u l t  o f  wh i c h I  c aught  a c o l d 

and t hen dev el o ped i n t o a c as e of  pneumo ni a. T h i s was t o be 

t h e o n l y s er i o us i l l n es s I  ever  had i n my l i f e . P ho t o gr aphs 

o f  me as a baby show me t o be a hea l t hy l o o k i n g , c hubby baby . 

Ano t her  p i c t u r e o f  me at  t he age o f  t hr ee t ak en at  t he Ci t y P ar k 

near  our  home shows me i n a c o r dur oy s u i t  wi t h a dr um s t r apped 

over  my s ho u l der s wea r i n g a "Du t c h E o b" as i f  i n a f f ec t a t i o n o f  

a L i t t l e L o r d F au n t e l r o y . Ot her  s naps ho t s t ak en about  t h i s t i me 

i n d i c a t e t hat  our  mai n c o n t ac t s wer e wi t h our  r e l a t i v e s , t he 

u a s h i g u c h i s , who a l r eady had a l a r ge f ami l y of  bo y s , o t her s f r om 
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T.!i yazak i - ken, and t he men who wor ked at  f a t h e r ' s s t o r e . 

I t  was about  1914 t hat  our  f ami l y moved ag a i n , t h i s t i me 

t o 16t h and J ac k s o n S t r ee t , s t i l l  f a r t h er  f r om t he c ent er  o f  

t he J apanes e c ommuni t y . My e a r l i e s t  r ec o l l ec t i o n s ar e o f  

wooden 

t h i s o l d , l a r ge ho us e, a/ s t r uc t f c xe wj r t k pa i n t ed i n gr ay wi t h 

wi de gab l es , a wi de gar den s u r r o und i ng i t , and a s t i l l  l a r ger  

f i e l d f o r  a bac k y ar d wher e we c h i l d r en used t o p l a y . I t s l o-

c at i o n was s t i l l  wi t h i n t en b l o c k s o f  t he J apanes e b u s i n e s s 

d i s t r i c t , and not  v er y much mor e d i s t a n t  f r om t he c en t er  o f  

t he c i t y , out  t he movement  was t owar d t he per i pher y o f  t he 

J apanes e communi t y . Ther e mus t  hav e been n i ne or  t en r ooms 

i n t h e b u i l d i n g , and a number  o f  s t r an ge , dar k c l o s et s t hat  

p r o v i ded me en d l es s p l eas u r e i n ex p l o r i n g , a l l  o f  wh i c h r ent ed 

f or  about  f o r t y or  f o r t y - f i v e d o l l a r s a mont h. When we f i r s t  

moved i n , i t  s eems t o me t hat  we o n l y o c c up i ed t wo bedr ooms 

do wn s t a i r s , wh i l e t he u p s t a i r s f ooms wer e o c c up i ed by Hi dak a-

s an, Mi yamawa- san, and one or  t wo o t her s who wor k ed f o r  f a t h e r . 

To t he c h i l d r en , t hes e o j i s a n s ( l i t e r a l l y , "u n c l e " , out  a t er m 

ap p l i ed i n J apanes e mor e gener a l l y t o any adu l t  mal e f r i end 

o f  t he f a mi l y ) seemed l i k e c o n t i nuo us s o ur c es o f  bo unt y , f o r  

t hey s pent  f r ee l y i n b r i n g i n g ok as hi  ( J apanes e c andi es and cook-

i e s ) , t o y s , and o t her  a r t i c l e s o f  p l eas ur e t o u s , Eo t h E i dak a-

sa:n and Mi y azawa- s an wer e g r eat  f i s her men , t he g r eat es t  i n t he 

wor l d as i t  seemed to me t hen, f o r  I  r emember  one l ar ge sal mon 

t hat  Hi dak a- s an br ought  home wh i c h , when l a i d out  on t he k i t c hen 

t ab l e, seemed b i gger  t han my s e l f . I n l a t e r  y ear s , I  under s t ood 

b e t t e r  t he nat ur e o f  t he r e l a t i o n s h i p bet ween t hes e men and 
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f at her  t hat  c aus ed t hem t o g i v e so f r e e l y , a l t ho ugh as a c h i l d 

I  s i mpl y assumed t hat  t hey wer e good- hear t ed men who had no t h i ng 

bet t er  t o do t han t o p r o v i de us wi t h g i f t s . The u n der l y i n g 

c o nc ep t i o n was t hat  t hey wer e o b l i ga t ed t o f a t h e r , t hey wer e 

bac hel o r s wi t h money t o s pend, and t hey c oul d bes t  show t h e i r  

g r at i t ude by s ho wer i ng us c h i l d r e n wi t h g i f t s . Chr i s t mas 

i n t ho s e days was a day t o l o o k f o r war d t o , f or  t he men 

woul d spend t en or  f i f t e e n d o l l a r s each on t he c h i l d r en . 

As t hes e o j i s a n s wer e mar r i ed and had t hei r  own f a mi l i e s , t he 

s i z e and a t t r a c t i v en es s o f  t he g i f t s showed mar ked det er i o r a-

t i o n , a mat t er  of  some d i s appo i n t ment  t o me at  f i r s t  bec aus e I  

had come t o expec t  a l l  manner  o f  s a t i s f y i n g g i f t s f r om t hem. 

On A p r i l  23, 1914, my y ounger  s i s t e r , F umi k o , was bo r n . 

Wi t h her  b i r t h , our  f ami l y was c o mp l et ed. The f ami l j  was now 

composed of  f a t her  and mot her , my e l des t  s i s t e r , May, who, was 

f i v e y ear s o l der  t han I , t he sec ond s i s t e r , I Tobu, a y ear  young-

er  t han May , my s e l f , and F umi ko who was al mo s t  t wo y ear s younger  

t han I . T s ur uk o , t he s i s t e r  bor n i n J apan who was o l der  t han 

May , had d i ed a y ear  - bef or e my f i r t h as a r es u l t  of  a t o ns i l  

and adeno i d o p er a t i o n . Mot her  somet i mes t o l d o f  t h i s i n c i den t  

wi t h r emor s e, f o r . a l t h o u g h t he p ub l i c s ôo l  i n s t r uc t o r s had 

s t r o ngl y ur ged my par ent s t hat  Ts ur uk o shoul d have her  t o n s i l s 

r emoved, mot her  had h es i t a t ed f or  a l o ng t i me bec aus e o f  her  

f ear  o f  what  an o per at i o n meant . Howev er , s he was f i nal l y-

per s uaded t hat  t he o per at i o n was har ml es s and t hat  i t  woul d 

be t o T s ur uk o f  s adv ant age, and my s i s t e r  was t ak en t o t he Sea t t l e 

Or t ho pedi c Ho s p i t a l  f o r  t he o p er a t i o n . Du r i n g or  f o l l o wi n g t he 

o p er at i o n , a s er i o us hemmor hage o c c ur r ed t hat  coul d not  be check -
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ed, and Ts ur uk o d i ed at  t he ho s p i t a l  even bef o r e mot her  c oul d 

r eac h her . Ev er  a f t e r war ds , mot her  r egr et t ed t hat  she had 

g i v en her  per mi s s i o n f or  t i e o p er a t i o n , and whenev er  any ques-

t i o n came up o f  r empi r i c ; t ne ci t i l i di s- n' s t o n s i l s , mot her  woul d 

no t  per mi t  i t . T s u r u k o ' s gr ave was at  t he Cap i t o l  Hi l l  Ceme-

t ar y wher e a number  o f  o t her  J apanes e f a mi l i e s had t hei r  g r av es , 

and f o r  y ear s a f t er war d our  f ami l y v i s i t ed i t  t hr ee or  f our  

t i mes a y ear  t o k eep i t  up . mo t h e r  daught er  W8S bo r n a f t e r  

Fur ni , but  t h i s was a c as e o f  s t i l l - b i r t h . Mot her  c l a i med t he t  

t he s t i l l - b i r t h r es u l t ed bec aus e s he had al l owed I Tobu, who was 

s i c k l y as s c h i l d , t o s l eep wi t h her , but  t hat  Nobu woul d f r e-

quent l y k i c k her  i n t he s t omach i n ¿ her  s l eep . I  o f t en wonder -

ed whet her  such r emar k s mi ght  no t  have ar ous ed r es ent ment s i n 

Nobu, f o r  i n l a t e r  y ear s s he pr oved t o be t he mos t  r eb e l l i o u s 

o f  t he c h i l d r en . 

My ea r l i e s t  memor y i s o f  v i s i t i n g f a t her  on h i s bed on 

Sunday mo r n i ngs , May , ô bu and I  s l ep t  u p s t a i r s i n a s i n g l e 

r oom, May and Nobu i n a do ubl e bed , and I  i n a h i gh , baby 
\  

bed wi t h nar r ow i r on bar s on a l l  s i des . Eer y s h o r t l y , Fumi  

gr aduat ed t o t h i s bab  ̂ bed end f at her  had a br own, s t ee l  s i ng l e 

bed s en t  home f r om t he s t o r e t hat  was a d i s t i n c t  p r i s e f o r  me 

when I  f i r s t  r ec e i v ed i t . On Sunday mo r n i ngs , I  woul d scamper  

do wns t a i r s t o f at her  wh i l e he was s t i l l  r es t i n g , and woul d c l am-

ber  on t op o f  h i m. The game woul d t hen beg i n , f o r  wh i l e he l ay 

on hi s back he woul d p l ant  h i s f eet  on my s t omach 8nd t hen 

bo o s t  me i n t h e a i r  wi t h a q u i c k movement  o f  t he l e g s . I  woul d 

f l y t hr ough t he a i r  wh i l e he hel d my hands and I  r es t ed on t he 
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s o l e o f  h i s f ee t , and at  t he peak o f  t he ar c I  woul d be s t ar -

i ng down at  my f a t h e r ' s s mi l i n g f ac e a gr eat  l o ng d i s t anc e be-

l o w me. Then woul d come t he d r ead f u l l y e x c i t i n g des c ent  bac k 

t o t he o l d p o s i t i o n a g a i n ; a l l  of  t h i s t o be r epeat ed over  

and over  aga i n u n t i l  f a t her  was t oo t i r ed t o p l ay wi t h me. 

I  must  have been i r r i t a t i n g l y p e r s i s t en t  about  p l ac i n g t h i s 

game f or  i n t i me f at her  t i r ed o f  t h r o wi ng me ar ound i n t h i s 

manner  and mot her  s ugges t ed t hat  I  was g e t t i n g t oo b i g and 

t oo o l d f o r  s uc h p l ay . I  under s t ood t hat  I  wa s n ' t  t o ask t o 

be l i f t e d i n t h i s manner  ana ac c ept ed t he f a c t , and I  t h i nk 

I  even r ea l i z ed f r om l o o k i n g at  f a t h e r ' s f ac e t hat  he was 

t i r ed of  p l a y i n g wi t h me i n t h i s way r a t her  t han t hat  I  had 

gr own t oo b i g f o r  hi m t o l i f t  me. I t  was a d i s ap p o i n t ment , 

t u t  i t  was one of  t he f i r s t  ex p er i enc es t hat  c o nt r i bu t ed t o 

an u n der s t an d i n g o f  what  gr o wi ng up meant . 

The f i r s t  r ea l  c ompani ons t hat  I  c an r emember  wer e t wo 

l i t t l e g i r l s , Set s uk o and Ekni ko Y ama&a, who l i v ed h a l f  a b l o c k 

up t he s t r eet  f r om our  home. Set s uk o was p o s s i b l y a year  o l d-

er  t han I  and Emi k o somewhat  y o unger  t han I , but  t hey wer e c l o s e 

eno ugh t o my y ounger  s i s t e r  and I  i n age t o Le our  p l ay mat es . 

Sur r o unded by g i r l s , I  s uppos e we gave most  o f  our  a t t en t i o n 

t o g i r l s f s games but  I  wa s n ' t  awar e o f  i t . Set s uk o , i t  seemed 

t o me t hen, was f u l l  of  i n t e r es t i n g i deas about  dr awi ng wi t h 

c r ay o n, c u t t i n g out  and p a s t i n g t o get her  paper  ho s es , and mos t  

i n t e r es t i n g of  a l l , she knew how t o f o l d a shef ct  o f  paper  t o 

make a c r ane ( b i r d ) wi t h i t s i n s i de bl own out  or  a paper  b a l l  

t hat  one i n f l a t e d by b l o wi n g i n t o a smal l  h o l e . Mot her  appar ent -
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l y d i d n ' t  k now t hes e paper  t r i c k s , but  Set s uk o had l ear ned 

t hes e t h i ngs f r om her  mot her  and we wer e al way s anx i o us t o 

l ea r n f r om her . I  l a t e r  began t o s ens e t hat  t he Yamada f a-

mi l y was mor e J apanes ey t han our  own, t hough how I  s ens ed i t  

I  am not  s u r e , Emi ko a l way s c a l l ed her  o l der  s i s t e r , n Ŝs an 

(mean i ng, e l de r  s i s t e r ) , but  i n our  home we nev er  used t he 

p r ac t i c e o f  u s i n g r '- ¿¿an ( e l d e r  s i s t e r ) or  n i i s a n ( e l der  b r o t h e r ) , 

a l t ho ugh t h i s was t he p r ac t i c e among f a mi l i e s t hat  t aught  t he i r  

c h i l d r en pr oper  J ap anes e . Mo t her  d i d t eac h us J apanes e pr o pr i e-

t i e s , but  she was no t  s t r i c t  about  t hes e mat t e r s . 

I  was f our  y ear s ol d when I  f i r s t  s t ar t ed t o at t end k i nder -

gar t en , 8 mi s s i o n k i nder gar t en t hat  was oper at ed i n t he bas ement  

o f  t he J apanes e Met ho d i s t  Chur c h on Was h i ngt o n St r eet  f our  b l o c k s 

f r om our  home. Bo t h o f  my o l der  s i s t e r s had at t ended t h i s 

s c ho o l , whi c h was t aught  by a k i n d Cauc as i an woman, and at  t he 

t i me I  f i r s t  s t a r t ed , my c o us i n , Shugo , was a l r eady a l ea d e r  

o f  t he c oy s t her e . The f i r s t  day t hat  f a t h er  t ook met - i t  was 

was a l way s f a t her  who t ook us c h i l d r e n t o s c hoo l  on t he f i r s t  

day o f  our  a t t e n d a n c e � , I  r ec a l l  t hat  I  was gi v en a c o r ner  

s eat  on a l o ng, s emi - c i r c u l ar  r ow o f  l ow t ab l es , and was i m-

medi at el y handed a p i ec e o f  paper  and p e n c i l . I  f e l t  ext r eme-

l y shy among a l l  t he s t r ange c h i l d r en , but  I  pr oc eeded t o be-

come abs o r bed i n dr awi ng a number  of  i r r ggu l a r  e i r c l e s on t he 

paper  u n t i l  t he who l e s heet  was a mass o f  l i n e s . I  was a l s o 

h es i t a t i n g about  j o i n i n g i n wi t h t he o t her  c h i l d r en i n t he 

games , but  t h i s per i od o f  s hy nes s f cust  hat e been s ho r t - l i v ed 

f o r  t he next  t h i n g I  r ec a l l  i s t hat  I  had at t ac hed my s el f  t o 
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Shugo and was t r y i ng t o emul at e h i m i n ev er y t h i n g he d i d . I  

r emember  onl y t wo per s o ns i n my k i n der gar t en c l a s s es ; one was 

Shugp and t he o t her , "T i n k i e " Y o s h i da . They wer e t he t wo bi g-

ges t  boys i n t he c l as s - - t hey wer e b i g as c h i l d r en 8nd t hey ar e 

bo t h b i gger  t han t he av er age n i s e i  t oday f o r  bo t h s t and near l y 

s i x f eet  t al l - - , but  I  s uppos e I  r emember  t hem bes t  bec aus e 

t he i r  adv ent ur es seemed t he most  e x c i t i n g . P eo p l e who r emember  

Shugo as a l i t t l e bo  ̂ des c r i be hi m as be i n g a somewhat  b u l l y i n g , 

mi s c h i ev o us y o ungs t er  who was a l way s get t i ng i nt o some s c r ape 

or  ano t her , but  he and T i n k i e somehow had t he k nac k o f  dr awi ng 

t he y o unger  boy s ar ound t hem and I  l ov ed no t h i ng bet t er  t han 

t o be i nc l uded i n t he i r  gr o up. A pho t ogr aph o f  t h i s c l as s 

whi c h i s s t i l l  p r es er v ed i n t he f ami l y al bum shows a l l  t he 

o i gger  f e l l o ws on t he t o p s t a.i r s - - bot h Shugo and T i nk i e ar e 

shown t her e p r es en t i n g a. s e l f - as s ur ed l ook - - whi l e I  am shown 

wi t h t he s mal l es t  ones on t he bot t om s t a i r , s e a t e d i n t he r i gh t  

hand c o r ner , a s mal l , i nno c ent  l o o k i n g f i gu r e wi t h an "A n g e l i c " 

l o o k . A l l  t he p u p i l s wer e n i s e i . 

I  c annot  b e l i ev e t ho s e who say t hat  t hey s uddenl y bec ame 

awar e of  t h e i r  r ac i a l  d i f f e r e n c e f r om t he ma j o r i t y gr oup 

�t hr ough some s t r i k i n g aE B̂Exanexper i enc e a f t e r  r eac h i ng ado-

l es c en c e , f o r  i t  seems t o me t hat  I  was qu i t e awar e o f  t he di f -

f er enc e bet ween a h a k u j i n ( Cau c as i an ) and a ni hon. i i n ( J ap anes e) 

by t he t i me I  was i n t he k i n d e r g a r t en , a l t ho ugh t her e had never  

been any s p ec i a l  i n c i den t  t o b r i n g t he d i f f e r e n c e home t o me. 

T h i s c o ns c i o us nes s must  have gr own on me g r adu a l l y , t hr ough t he 

d i f f e r en c e i n wor ds t hat  wer e ap p l i ed t o t he gr oups , t he d i f -
t h e i r  

f er enc e i n apo ear anc e, and even t he d i f f e r en c e i n/snr ®t $ body 
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o do r . To be s ur e, I  had no f ea r  o f  d i s c r i mi n a t i o n and pr e-

j ud i c e f r om Cau c as i an s as I  l a t e r  l ear ned t o hav e, but  I  f e l t  

somewhat  shy i n t h e i r  p r es enc e. They wer e mer el y a c l as s o f  

peo p l e t o whom I  was unac c us t o med. Once when I  was about  f o ur  

or  f i v e , mot her  t ook u s c h i l d r en downt own t o one o f  t he l a r ge 

depar t ment  s t o r es . She was i n t e r es t ed i n dr es s es and some 

c l o t h ma t e r i a l , a b o r i n g b u s i n es s t o me, but  I  bec ame v er y 

much ex c i t ed as we pas s ed t he t oy depar t ment . I  became so 

abs o r bed wi t h t he d e l i g h t f u l n e s s o f  t hat  depar t ment  t hat  I  

was qu i t e anawar e t hat  t he o t her s had passed on t o ano t her  

s ec t i o n , ana i t  was onl y when I  t ur ned my a t t en t i o n t o f i nd-

i ng my mot her  and s i s t e r s t hat  I  obs er v ed t her e wer e onl y 

t hat  

h ak u j i n peo p l e ar ound me and/my mo t h er ' s f a mi l i a r  appear anc e was 

nowher e i n s i g h t . I  bec ame pani c s t r i c k en and bur s t  i n t o 

t ea r s ; I  can r ec a l l  &he f l u r r y o f  i n t e r es t  I  c r eat ed among 

t he peo p l e about  me and a k i nd l y f ac ed f l o o r wa l k er  bend i ng 

dov/n over  me and s t a r i n g i n q u i r i n g l y ; and t hen t her e was 

mot her  h u r r y i n g up wi t h a c onc er ned l o o k i n her  ey es and my 

s i s t e r s t aggi ng at  her  s k i r t . When I  ent er ed k i nder gar  t en, I  

knew t h * t  my t eac her  was a hak uj i  n , a per s on who wo u l dn ' t  un-

der s t and t he J ap anes e l anguage on wh i c h I  was f i r s t  br o ught  up . 

On ho t  summer  day s , as she hu r r i ed ar ound t he c l as s r o o m, I  

woul d c at c h a s weet , pungent  body odor  t hat  I  had nev er  r ecog-

n i zed among J apanes e, and I  assumed t hat  t hat  was a c har ac t er -

i s t i c o f  t he h a k u j i n . 

wh i l e 1 was i n k i n d e r g a r t en , an i n c i d en t  o c c ur r ed thf- t  made 

me s har p l y c o ns c i o us o f  my s e l f  as a J a p a n e s e . Dur i ng a r ec es s 
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some o f  t he c h i l d r en wer e p l ay i n g o u t s i d e , "but  v/hen t h ey t r i ed 

t o r e- ent er  t he s c ho o l r o o m, a wh i t e g i r l , a t oughj . l i t t l e J ewi s h 

o r  I t a l i a n c h i l d o f  t he ne i gh bo r h o o d , b l o c k ed t he do o r way and 

wo u l d n ' t  l e t  a s mal l  gr o up o f  c h i l d r en i n . I  hav e a l way s been 

e a s i l y i r r i t a t e d by p eo p l e who t ak e u n f a i r  adv ant age o f  o t her s , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n a b u l l y i n g manner , and t he s i gh t  o f  t h i s g i r l  who 

was a l i t t l e b i gger  t han t ho s e whom s he was f end i ng o f f  ar o us ed 

me t o i n t e r f e r e . I  s a i d s omet hi ng t o t he e f f e c t  t hat  s he ought  

t o l e t  t he c h i l d r en i n , but  s he made some o u i c k , i mpudent  r et o r t  

t hat  I  d i d n ' t  k now t aow t o c o un t er . I  c o u l d o n l y s ay , "We l l  

. . we l l ' . WELL '. " The l i t t l e g i r l  c at - c a l l ed bac k at  me, 

"We l l , we l l , we l l . C a n ' t  you s ay an y t h i n g mor e t han t h a t . " I  

f e l t  s t u p i d , but  I  a c t u a l l y coui Ldn't  s ay mor e t han t h a t . A s I  

l a t e r  went  o v er  t he i n c i den t  t o my s e l f , my s nger  ar o s e at  t he 

i mpudenc e o f  t he g i r l  and c hagr i n a t  my s t u p i d i t y deepened, but  

t he i dea t hat  most  f o r c e f u l l y s t r uc k me was t hat  I  was at  ah di s -

adv ant age i n en ar gument  i n E n g l i s h aga i n s t  a wh i t e c h i l d bec aus e 

I  wa s n ' t  as ac c us t o med as she t o s p eak i ng E n g l i s h . I n f a c t , my 

s ho r t c o mi ng i n ar gument s o f  t he s o r t  was my i n a b i l i t y t o dea l  

wi t h a qu i c k - wi t t ed opponent  by s t r i k i n g bac k e f f e c t i v e l y � a 

s i t u a t i o n t hat  f r eq u en t l y appear ed i n my ar gument s and o u ar r e l s 

wi t h i  obu whos e t o neue was a l way s o u i c k er  and s har per  t han mi ne- -

I  

but  at  t he moment /was i n c l i n ed t o a s c r i b e my i gno mi n i o us d e f ea t  

t o my r a c i a l  bac k gr o und. 
some o f  

On t he wh o l e / t h e ma.i n f ea t u r es o f  my p e r s o n a l i t y wer e becom-

i ng ev i den t  wh i l e I  was s t i l l  but  a c h i l d . A s t he abo v e i n c i den t  

i n d i c a t es , I  a l r eady showed a l ac k o f  r es o u r c e f u l n es s i n dea l i ng 
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wi t h d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s t hat  c onf r ont ed, me a b r u p t l y . I  was 

q u i c k t o g r as p t he pr o per  r u l e s o f  a game, but  peo p l e who p l ay ed 

wi t h o u t  r egar d f o r  r u l e s a l way s c o nf o unded me. What  was a l s o 

ev i den t  was a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c d i s i n c l i n a t i o n t o r eac t  s har p l y and 

wi t h o ut go i ng emot i on t o ex t e r n a l  s t i mu l i . Even as a c h i l d I  

t ended t o be r es e r v ed , and I  was r a t her  i n c l i n e d t o s hy nes s f o r  

a bo y . I  l o v ed t o be a c t i v e , but  i f  I  wer e f o r c ed t o be a l o n e , 

I  c oul d wi t h d r aw i nt o a wo r l d o f  b r i l l i a n t  ment al  i mager y . Mo-

t h e r  r e c a l l s t h a t  t he k i n d e r g a r t en t eac her  v i s i t e d her  one day 

and expr es s ed c onc er n abo ut  my behav i o r  at  s c ho o l . She exp l a i ned 

t hat  I  was ex t r emel y abs ent  mi nded i n c l a s s , t h a t  I  wo u l d o f t en 

pay no a t t e n t i o n t o what  t he t eac her  was s ay i ng , and somet i mes 

no t  even show i n t e r es t  i n what  t he o t her  p u p i l s wer e d o i n g . Mo-

t her  us ed t o e n j o i n me t o show mor e a l e r t n es s and not  per mi t  

my mi nd t o wander  so much, no t  t o be so bon- y ar i  ( haz y mi nded, 

mo o ns t r uc k , or  f o ggy - b r a i n ed ) . I n l a t e r  y ear s t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

exp r es s ed i t s e l f  i n a t endenc y t o become deep l y abs o r bed and 

p r eo c c up i ed i n c e r t a i n o b j ec t s o f  i n t e r es t  and t o become obl i -

v i o us t o t he a c t i v i t y abo u t  me. The t r a i t  was an adv ant age as 

we l l  as a d i s adv an t age f o r  I  c o ul d c o nc ent r at e on t h i ngs t hat  

i n t er es t ed me, but  I  was a l s o i n c l i ned t o one- t r ac k mi ndednes s 

and a l a c k o f  a l e r t n es s and qu i c k nes s i n g r as p i n g new s i t u a t i o n s . 

I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o det er mi ne what  s et  t h i s pat t er n o f  be-

hav i o r  i n me. I  am i n c l i n ed t o b e l i e v e t hat  t h i s was i n par t  

a mat t er  o f  t emper ament , a n i nbo r n p r ed i s p o s i t i o n of  my per son-

a l i t y . Ther e ar e t hos e who po s s es s unus ua l l y f as t  r e f l e x r e-

ac t i o n s , but  I  i magi ne t hat  t es t s woul d show t hat  I  am onl y 
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av er age or  l e s s t han av er age i n t h i s r es p ec t . I  i magi ne, t oo , 

t hat  I  mi gh t  show up f a i i l y we l l  i n t es t s o f  mot or  c o o r d i na t i o n 

but  any s u p e r i o r i t y i n suc h t es t s woul d a r i s e not  so much f r om 

qu i c k nes s o f  c o o r d i n a t i o n but  r at her  f r om a we l l  o r gan i zed co-

o r d i n a t i o n . Or gan i z a t i o n has gener a l l y been eas y f or  me, but  

my f a i l i n g has been i n an i n a b i l i t y t o r espond q u i c k l y . i par t  

f r om p h y s i o l o g i c a l  and i nnat e c o n d i t i o n s , ho wev er , t he nat ur e 

o f  my up br i ng i ng no doubt  c o n t r i bu t ed t owar d my day - dr eami ng 

t endenc y . Ne i t h e r  o f  my par en t s wer e i n c l i n ed t owar ds qu i c k 

d ec i s i o n s and qui c k ac t i o n , a l t ho ugh mot her  was f r equent l y i n-

t u i t i v e and s omet i mes j ump t o c o n c l u s i o n s . F at her  was a l way s 

s l ow and d e l i b e r a t e ; bef o r e e n t e r i n g on any a c t i v i t y , he woul d 

p r epar e c a r e f u l l y and get  a l l  t he nec es s ar y equi pment  at  hand 

bef o r e s t a r t i n g» Mot her  was an i n d ec i s i v e per s o n who l ac k ed 
i mpo r t an t  

c o n f i denc e when ma k i n g / d e c i s i o n s , and her  ex c es s i v e h ab i t  of  

wo r r y i ng mas ac t ua l l y of  n eu r o t i c p r o p o r t i o ns . F o r  i n s t anc e , 

when any member  o f  t he f ami l y showed t he s l i g h t e s t  del a  ̂ i n 

r e t u r n i n g homes , mot her  woul d v er y soon become qu i t e a g i t a t e d . 

I  know t hat  even as a c h i l d. I  r es po nded t o t hes e s i gns o f  an-

x i e t y i n mot her , and I  woul d f ee l  t ens i o ns wi t h i n me and v i v i d 

i mages o f  p o s s i b l e danger s woul d pas s t hr ough my mi nd. I  have 

otffeen wo ndei ed whet her  women t r a i n ed i n J apan mi gh t  no t  be mor e 

i n c l i n ed t o anx i et y s t a t es t han t he women of  moder n Amer i c a. 

Mo r eo v er , mot her  was b a s i c a l l y a t i mi d per s on "who was 

ov er l y c o ns c i o us o f  t he haz ar ds o f  l i f e . As c h i l d r e n . ŝ k e con-

s t ant l y war ned *f *- agi ns t  one ac t i v i t y or  ano t hei  bec aus e of  t he 

danger s i nv o l v ed, ana t h i s behav i o r  was so ev i den t  i n her  t hat  
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f at her  f r eq uen t l y had t o admoni s h her  aga i n s t  i t . J?© hear d 

l a t e r  t hat  f a t h er  t o l d mo t her , " I f  you b r i n g up t he c h i l d r en 

t o f ear  ev er y t h i ng , t h e y ' l l  t u r n out  t o be so t i mi d end f eer -
den t er s and 

f u l  t hat  t hey wo n ' t  be ab l e t o f ac e any of  t h e / h a r ds h i p s o f  

l i f e . " F o r t u n a t e l y , f a t her  was a d i r e c t  c o n t r as t  t o mot her  

i n t h i s r es p ec t , f o r  he nev er  d i s p l ay ed h i s emot i ons i n c r i -

t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s , h i s ac t i o n s wer e d e l i b e r a t e and s e l f  as s u r ed , 

and h i s b e a r i n g was a p i c t u r e o f  s t a b i l i t y . One phas e i n t he 

devel opment  o f  my p e r s o n a l i t y , I  f ee l , has been a s t r ugg l e wi t h-

i n my s el f  t o over come f ear  and t i mi d i t y wi t h t he c our age dr awn 

f r om t he i mage o f  my f a t h e r . 

Ther e ar e per haps o t her  as p ec t s o f  home t r a i n i n g t hat  en-

t er ed i nt o my hab i t  o f  day - dr eami ng. Y er y ear l y i n my c hi l dhood 

my p ar en t s s t ar t ed t o t r a i n me i n emo t i o nal  c o n t r o l . Bec aus e I  

was a boy , mot her  s a i d , i t  was uns eeml y f o r  me t o be a c hat t er -

box or  be as t a l k a t i v e as my s i s t e r s . The i dea was t hat  I  shoul d 

be s t r o ng and s i l e n t  ( t h e samur ai  i d ea l , I  p r es ume) . I  l ear ned 

t o ma i n t a i n a qui et «j r e s er v e es p ec i a l l y i n company , and I  wo ul d 

oe r ewar ded when v i s i t o r s woul d r emar k what  a o t o nas h i i  ( q u i e t  

ana p r o per ) boy I  wa s . F at her , whom I  i d o l i z e d , was h i ms e l f  an 

ext r emel y r es er v ed- ana t a c i t u r n man, a f f e c t i o n a t e and k i nd t o 

t he c h i l d r en bu t  wi t h a c e r t a i n b a r r i e r  o f  s t er nnes s and s er i ous -

nes s t hat  exc l uded me f r om a c o mpl et el y i n t i mat e r e l a t i o n wi t h 

hi m. S i l en c e became a t oo l  f o r  me as §. gr ew o l d e r , f or  I  l eauned 

t hat  I  c oul d h i de my i gno r anc e beh i n d i t s f ac ade wh i l e l i v i n g a 

k nowi ng l o o k , and I  woul d av o i d a l l  k i nds o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s ' t hat  

o t her s woul d bec ome i nv o l v ed i n by ma i n t a i n i n g a s t udi ed s i l e n c e . 

When i n t he gr ade s c hoo l  I  l ear ned t he mot t o : "Sl o quenc e i s 
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s i l v e r , s i l en c e i s g o l d e n , " I  f e l t  t hat  t he mot t o s t at ed s 

p i ec e o f  wi sdom t hat  I  had l ear ned t hr ough ex p er i enc e . Y et , 

i n t he l o ng r un I  have l ear ned t he f a l l a c y o f  t he s av i ng , f o r  

I  have f ound t hat  ease o f  c o nv er s at i o n and speech i s a nec es s ar y 

equi pment  i n s o c i a l  l i f e , and, even mor e i mpo r t ant , a s t ud i ed 

s i l e n c e c an become a d e f i n i t e bar r i e r  t o a wi d en i n g o f  exper i -
t hr o ugh 

enc e and o f  l e a r n i n g . But  i n my ex p er i enc e , I  f ound t h a t / s i l e n c e 

and t hr o ugh h i d i n g my emo t i o ns behi nd a mas k , I  ac h i ev ed a cer -

t a i n adv ant age over  o t her s , f o r  I  c oul d r ead t he i r  mi nds wh i l e 

t hey c o u l d not  r ead mi n e . Cor ni ng bac k t o t he mat t er  o f  emot i on-

al  c o n t r o l , t he t r a i n i n g ¿ .gai ns t  v er ba l  exc es s r e f l ec t ed i t s l e f  

i n me as a c h i l d no t  so much as a s t o i c a l  r es er v e as a qu i et  

s hy nes s . 

Bu t  we c h i l d r e n a l s o r ec e i v ed t r a i n i n g i n s t o i c i s m. I t  

was uns eeml y , e s p ec i a l l y f o r  a boy , t o wi nc e at  pai n or  c r j  be-

c aus e o f  hunger  or  f a t i g u e . Mot her  woul d s ay , J apanes e sol -

d i er  o f t en has t o go n i ght  and day wi t ho ut  f ood or  s l eep . I f  

you t h i nk of  t he h a r ds h i p s s o l d i e r s have t o go t hr ough, how c an 

you c r y o v er  a l i t t l e t h i n g l i k e t h i s . " Cr y i ng was r egar ded as 

8 s i g n o f  weak nes s , and once when I  was about  e i gh t  or  n i n e , 

f at her  bec ame ver y - angr y at  t he s i gh t  o f  my c r y i n g . Mot her  

s a i d t hat  t he one t h i n g f a t h er  d i s l i k ed was t o hear  h i s c h i l -

dr en c r y i n g , and t h e r ea f t e r  I  r e f r a i n e d as f a r  as po s s i b l e 

f r om s uc h s i g n s o f  weak nes s , at  l eas t  i n f r o n t  o f  my f a t h e r . 

The bu l k o f  t h i s t ype o f  t r a i n i n g , of  c o ur s e, came o nl y 

a f t er  I  had adv anc ed s u f f i c i e n t l y i n age t o under s t and my p ar en t s 

r eas o n i n g , bu t  I  am s ur e t hat  what ev er  met hods o f  t r a i n i n g wer e 

us ed e a r l i e r , t he i dea l s o f  behav i o r  wh i c h wer e emphas i zed wer e 

e s s e n t i a l l y t he s ame. On t he who l e , my mo t h er ' s c h i l d t r a i n i n g 
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t ac t i c s seem t o me t o have been l a r g e l y a- mat t er  o f  o r der i ng 

and f o r b i d d i n g wi t h a maxi mum emphas i s on s e l f  d i s c i p l i n e and 

adher enc e t o par ent a l  r u l e . I  have o f t en f e l t  t hat  t he char -

a c t e r i s t i c r es er v ednes s o f  manner  and s peec h wh i c h I  h a b i t u a l l y 

p r es ent  t o t he wor l d i s a p r o duc t  of  t he k i nd o f  t r a i n i n g wh i c h 

1 r ec ei v ed f r om ear l y c h i l dho o d c ombi r ed wi t h an i nnat e t em-

per ament al  d i s p o s i t i o n t owar d q u i e t nes s and i n t r s p ec t i o n . T 

assume t hat  my i nner  i mpu l s es wh i c h wer e b l o c k ed f r om ex t er na l  

ex p r es s i o n f o und ex p r es s i o n i n day dr eams and u n d i s c i p l i n ed 

c e r eb r a t i o n . 

Si nc e I  was t oo y o ung t o adv anc e t o t he f i r s t  gr ade wi t h 

t he o t her  c h i l d r e n i n t he k i n d e r g a r t en , h av i ng ent er ed at  t he 

ar e o f  "o u r , I  was hel d o v er  ano t her  year  be f o r e beg i n n i n g 

gr ammar  s c ho o l . We l i v ed o n l y t wo b l o c k s f r om t he Was h i ngt o n 

Gr ammar  Sc ho o l , but  i ns t ead o f  a t t end i ng Was h i ngt o n , I  s t ar t ed 

t he f i r s t  gr ade s t  t he Mai n St r ee t  Sc hoo l  wher e a l l  t he c hi l -

dr en r t t e n d i n g wer e e* t .her  J apanes e ox Ch i nes e (p r o babl y 90f  

J a p a n es e ) . The l a t t e r  s c ho o l  was l o c at ed near  t he hear t  o f  

t he J apanes e bu s i n es s d i s t r i c t  abo ut  t wo b l o c k s f r om my f a t h e r ' s 

f u r n i t u r e s t o r e , and c o ns t i t u t ed s omet hi ng o f  8n i n s t i t u t i o n 

i n t he ear l y J apanes e c ommuni t y . Ther e wer e t wo smal l  s chool  

b u i l d i n g s t hat  had been t her e f o r  y ear s , and one smal l  po r t ab l e 

b u i l d i n g t hat  was l a t e r  c o ns t r uc t ed t o meet  t he ex pand i ng ? i z e 

o f  t he J apanes e s t udent  bo dy . The p r i n c i p a l  was an I r i s h Cat h o l i c 

woman named Ui aa âho n , a not  u n a t t r ac t i v e per s on i n e i t her  ap-

pear anc e or  per s o na l i t y but  one who r ul ed over  t he schoo l  wi t h 

an i r o n hand and a f ea r f u l  s ho r t  b l ac k b e l t . A l l  t he c h i l d r en 
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wer e v er y much a f r a i d o f  h e r , and t he s t o r i e s t hat  wer e t o l d 

o f  her  ap p l i c a t i o n of  t he b l ac k bel t  wer e l egen dar y . "Bot h o f  

my o l der  s i s t e r s , May and Hobu, had at t ended t h i s s c hoo l  f r om 

t h e i r  f i r s t  year  f  t he f ac t  t hat  � t hey wer e a t t end i ng Mai n S t . 

Sc hoo l  was t he p r i n c i p a l  r eas o n f or  s end i ng me t her e a l s o ) 

and h8d t ol d us y o unger  c h i l d r en o f  Mi s s Mahon, so I  came t o 

t he sf chool  wi t h a d e f i n i t e f ear  o f  do i n g any t h i ng t hat  mi ght  

c aus e her  t o use t he b e l t  on my h i de . I n t e r es t i n g l y enough, 

t h i s s t er n d i s c i p l i n a r i a n commanded t he g r ea t es t  r es pec t  among 

t he J apanes e p ar en t s , and i n l a t e r  y ear s t he communi t y c o l l ec t -

ed a l a r ge amount  o f  money wi t h wh i c h t o send her  on a t r i p t o 

J apan as a s i gn o f  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e . By 1S£ 3 or  1924, t he s i z e 

o f  t he J apanes e s t udent  body i n c r eas ed t o suc h p r o po r t i o ns t hat  

a beau t i f u l  new gr ammar  s c hoo l  b u i l d i n g was c o ns t r uc t ed t o r e-

p l ac e t he Mai n St r eet  Schoo l  and t he l a t t e r  was t o r n down. 

The f i r s t  gr ade was t aught  by a q u i e t , gent l e woman named 

Mi s s Smi t h . I  r ec a l l  v e r y l i t t l e o f  my ex p er i enc es i n t hat  

c l a s s , but  t wo t h i ngs s t and out - i n my memor y . One i s a r ec o l -

l e c t i o n of  my s e l f  s i t t i n g at  t he d es k wo r k i ng wi t h l i t t l e s quar e 

c ar dbo ar d p i ec es on wh i c h wer e p r i n t ed t he a l p ah s bet ; s i t t i n g 

t her e s p e l l i n g out  wor ds wh i c h our  t eac her  woul d gi v e u s . My 

s i s t e r s had br o ught  hoi j e bo xes o f  t hes e c ar dbo ar d a l p habet s , 

and I  had p l ay ed wi t h t hem so t h a t  I  was anx i o us t o t r y my s k i l l  

i n c l a s s . My p l eas u r e was no t  o nl y i n s p e l l i n g out  wo r ds , but  

t he 

a l s o i n l i n i n g up/waor fa c ar dbo ar d p i ec es wi t h t he most  s c r upul o us 

c ar e so t hat  t he p i ec es woul d be neat l y j o i ned one a f t e r  t he o t her  
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I  can we l l  i magi ne t hat  my s p e l l i n g s u f f e r ed bec aus e o f  my 

c o nc ent r at ed a t t en t i o n ofi  t he pur e mec han i c s o f  pu t t i ng t he 

s mal l  p i ec es o f  c ar dboar d a l p h abet s t o get h er . I t  must  have 

been on o c c as i o n s l i k e t hes e t hat  my t eac her s gai ned t he i m-

p r es s i o n t h a t  I  was i n a t t en t i v e , i n c l i n ed t o day - dr eami ng, 

and bound up wi  t h my own t ho ught s . The o t her  event  I  r emember  

wel l  f r om my f i r s t  gr ade ex p er i en c es was t he day I  r ec e i v ed 

my f i r s t  r epo r t  c ar d . I f  I  r e c a l l  c o r r ec t l y , t he car d r ead 

as f o l l o ws : 

. .hat ever  t he c o u r s es wer e , I  r emember  t hat  t her e wer e o n l y t hr ee 

gr ades l i s t e d o f  wh i c h onl y c i t i z e n s h i p was an "A " and t he o t her  

t wo wer e " E ' s " . I  r e c a l l  t h a t  I  was r at her  d i s ap p o i n t ed wi t h 

t h i s c ar d f or  I  had want ed t o get  a l l  " A ' s " t o show my f a t h er  

what  a good s t uden t  I  was . F at her  seemed p l eas ed enough at  

t he c ar d and gave me wo r ds o f  enc o ur agement , but  I  f e l t  t hat  

he t oo had want ed me t o get  a l l  " A ' s " , I t  was t he p r ev i o us 

ex p er i enc es a t  home wi t h t h e d i s c u s s i o n s about  gr ades among 

my two o l der  s i s t e r s t hat  gave me a c o mpet i t i v e i mpet us i n 

gr ade- get t i ng , f or  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y want ed t o do bet t er  t han t hey . 

I t  was an adv ant age f or  F umi , my younger  s i s t e r , and I  

t o have o l der  s i s t e r s who exper i enc ed p ub l i c s c hoo l  educ at i o n 

bef o r e us . Mot her  t o l d us t hat  when Hay s t ar t ed s c ho o l , she 

knew onl y one wor d o f  E n g l i s h and t hat  was t he wor d " b u t t e r f l y . " 

May was t he one who s u f f e r ed most  f r om a l anguage h an d i c ap , 

f o r  she had t o l ea r n E n g l i s h by h e r s e l f  and d i d n ' t  have t he 

adv ant age o f  her  e l der s who c o u l d he l p her  o ut . I n o t her  way s , 

Ci  t i  zensh i p 

Ar i t hmet i c -

Sp e l l i n g 
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B 
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and Uobu eas ed t he way f ox Fumi  and my s e l f  f or  t he t eac her s 

seemed t o know us as we advanc ed f r  an gr ade t o gr ade, we absor b-

ed some t h i ngs o f  t he l e s s o n s t hey wer e c o nc er ned wi t h , and a l l  

t he equi pment  f o r  l ea r n i n g wi t h whi c h t hey wer e p r o v i ded wer e 

handed down t o us . 

One of  t he her o es of  t he Mai n S t . Sc hoo l  was a boy i n 

" o b u ' s c l a s s named Howar d K ak udo . He l a t e r  showed c o n s i de r ab l e 

t a l ent  i n c ar t o o n wor k and was s ubs equent l y empl oyed by .7al t  

Di s n e y . Howar d, I vobu t o l d us , was a v er y t ough f e l l o w and 

not  a ver y good s t udent , b u t  he had phenomenal  s t r engt h and 

a g i l i t y . She r e l a t ed t hat  he one day c l i mbed t he wa l l  o f  t he 

s c hoo l  b u i l d i n g , p r o babl y up a r a i n p i p e , and r eac hed t he r o o f . 

I  us ed t o wonder  at  s uc h dar e- dev i l  c our age and o f t en dr eamt  

o f  ac c o mp l i s h i ng s i mi l ar  f ea t s my s e l f . 

The s ec ond gr ade was i n a p o r t ab l e b u i l d i n g wh i c h had r e-

c en t l y been added t o accommodat e t he i n c r eas i n g J apanes e s t udent  

bo dy , and t he t eac her  was new t o t he s c ho o l , a per s o n named 

Hi s s St i f cbh who seemed a v er y p l eas an t  and f r i en d l y t eac her  

out  f o r  whom I  was nev er  ab l e t o dev el o p t he awe and r es pec t  

1 had f or  Z i s s o mi t h . We wer e p l ac ed i n t he same c l as s r o o m 

wi t h t he 2- A s t uden t s , on one s i de o f  t he r oom, and I  somewhat  

env i ed t hes e adv anc ed s t uden t s p a r t i c u l a r l y bec aus e s ev er a l  o f  

t he f e l l o ws wer e my c l as s mat es i n t he same gr ade at  t he J apanes e 

l anguage s c hoo l  whi c h I  had s t a r t ed i n t he meant i me. I  am s ur e 

t hat  I  was al way s c c snpet i t i ve as a s t udnet  i n s c ûi et  way n̂d 

s t r ov e f or  p r a i s e f r om my t eac h er s . I  mus t  have s uc c eeded i n 

some meas ur e i n g a i n i n g t he good gr ac es o f  t he t eac her  wh i l e 

i n t he sec ond gr ade, f o r  on one o c c as i o n when one o f  t he f e l l o ws 

i n & 2- \  p e r s i s t ed i n s mear i ng h i s p a i n t i n g dur i ng t he pa i n t -
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i ng per i o d bec aus e he ap p a r en t l y d i d n ' t  l i k e h i s own wo r k , Mi s s 

S t i t c h t o l d me t o t ak e t h i s young f e l l o w t o Mi s s Maho n. I  was 

happy t o t h i n k t h a t  I  had "been s e l ec t ed f o r  a r es p o n s i b l e j o b , 

e s p e c i a l l y o f  c o nduc t i ng a 2- >A s t u den t  t o t he p r i n c i p a l , but  1 

f e l t  i t  a l i t t l e har s h t o s end a b o y t o t he p r i n c i p a l  j u s t  be-

c aus e he smear ed h i s p a i n t i n g s . H i s s S t i t c h , I  t h o ugh t , d i d n ' t  

seem t o under s t and t he bo y , and I  d i d n ' t  r e l i s h t he t as k o f  hav-

i ng t o t ak e a f r i e n d o f  mi ne t o be p u n i s h ed . A f t e r  I  had t ak en 

hi m t o t he p r i n c i p a l ' s o f f i c e , t h e do o r  was c l o s ed t o me and I  

n ev e r  f ound out  what  t ook p l ac e i n t hat  o f f i c e . I  had p i c t u r e s 

o f  t he b l ac k be l t  c omi ng o f f  i t s hoo k̂, and t he my s t er y o f  t h a t  

o f f i c e became even mor e awe i n s p i r i n g . 

But  t h er e was one o c c as i o n when I  was my s el f  c a l l e d i nt o t h e 

p r i n c i a p l ' s o f f i c e wi t h t wo o t h er  bo y s . I t  seems t hat  we had been 

t o l d n o t  t o go o u t s i d e t he wooden f en c e t hat  mar k ed t he s c ho o l  

g r o und, but  t h r ee o f  us f o und a l o o s e bo ar d and c r awl ed out  i n t o 

t he a l l e y . I  had no s ens e o f  do i ng s omet hi ng wr o ng , but  t he n ex t  

t h i ng I  k new, I  was be i n g haul ed i n t o Mi s s Ma h o n ' s o f f i c e . I  

f ea r ed t hat  a t  an3̂  moment  t h e b l ac k b e l t  wo ul d be t ak en o f f  t he 

wa l l . I  f e l t  ex t r emel y g u i l t y � nd s heep i s h and f r i g h t e n e d � t h o u g h 

I  mi ght  j u s t  as we l l  hav e been r e s e n t f u l  a t  t h e i n j u s t i c e o f  b e i n g 

pun i s hed f o r  s omet hi ng t h a t  1 d i d n ' t  k now abo ut . I  somehow f e l t  

t hat  I  had r u i ned t he ex c e l l en t  beh av i o r  r ec o r d es t a b l i s h ed by 

my o l d e r  s i s t e r s end t h a t  I  c o ul d h ar d l y l ook my par en t s i n t h e 

eye. Of  c o ur s e, i t  was a c t u a l l y t h e mer es t  d e l i n o u en c y , but  t h e 

s t e r n , t e r r i b l e s c o l d i n g t hat  was g i v en us made me f e e l  t hat  I  

had commi t t ed a ma j o r  c r i me. 

A s a y o u n gs t e r , I  wa s n ' t  t he c al m, p h i l o s o p h i c a l  per s o n t hat  
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I  am t o day . My mot her  us ed t o s ay o f  me t hat  I  was "mak e- g i r a i " 

( h a t e t o l o s e ; c o mp et i t i v e) and I  mus t  have shown i t  i n v a r i o us 

way s at  home and at  s c h o o l . One day Mi s s S t i t c h had u s p l ay a 

game, a c o n t es t , i n wh i c h we wer e g i v en a peanut  and a l en g t h o f  

s t r i n g . We wer e t o t i e one end o f  t h e s t r i ng t o t h e p ean u t , and 

p l ac i n g t he o t h er  end i n o ur  mout h, we wer e t o get  t h e peanut  t o 

o ur  mout h wi t h o u t  t he us e o f  o ur  hands by man i p u l a t i n g our  l i p s . 

?he f i r s t  per s o n i n t he c l a s s t o ac c o mp l i s h t he f e a t  wa s , o f  

c o u r s e , t he c hampi on. Wh i l e we wer e g e t t i n g r eady f o r  t h e con-

t e s t , ho wev er , some o f  us bec ame i n t e r es t ed i n s wi ng i n g t he 

peanut  ar o und i n c i r c l e s , and mi ne somehow bec ame engaged wi t h 

t hat  o f  an o t h er  p u p i l  i n s uc h a way t hat  i t  wo u l d n ' t  be u n r a v e l l ed . 

As har d as I  wo r k ed t o get  t he k no t s u n t i e d , t hey wo u l d n ' t  come 

o u t , so t h e t eac her  d i s q u a l i f i e d us f r o m t h e game and t he o t h er s 

went  ahead wi t h t h e i r  c o n t es t  wh i l e t h e t wo o f  us s t o o d on t he 

s i d e l i n e s . I  was i n f u r i a t e d at  t he s t u p i d i t y o f  t h e o t her  f e l -

l o w, at  my own s t u p i d i t y , and my i n a b i l i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t he 

c o nt es t  f o r  wh i c h t her e was a p r i z e and at  wh i c h I  t ho ught  I  

s houl d make a good s h o wi ng . I  v i v i d l y r ec a l l  b u r s t i n g i nt o t e a r s , 

and t ho ugh I  somehow f e l t  ashamed o f  c r y i n g about  s uc h a t h i n g , 

I  c o u l d n ' t  r e s t r a i n t he t ea r s o f  f r u s t r a t i o n . I  f e l t  r e s e n t f u l  

o f  t he t ea c h e r  bec aus e s he wo u l d n ' t  g i v e us t i me t o t i e ano t her  

s t r i n g t o a peanut  and p a r t i c i p a t e i n t he game. I  s uppos e her  

i n t en t i o n was t o t eac h u s no t  t o f o o l  ar o und i f  we want ed t o j o i n 

i n games wi t h o t h e r s , but  I ' m s ur e t hat  wa s n ' t  t he mo r al  I  r e-

c e i v e d � I  o n l y f e l t  t h a t  Hi s s St i t c h - had been unk i nd i n no t  gi v -

i ng us a c hanc e t o j o i n wi t h t he o t her  c h i l d r en i n t h e c o n t es t . 
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I  i mag i ne t h a t  mor e was made o f  p a t r i o t i s m, t he f l a g c er e-

mo ny , and o t her  r i t u a l s o f  l o y a l t y , at  t he Mai n St r ef et  Sc ho o l  

t han at  mos t  o t her  gr ammar  s c h o o l . I f  i t  was not  s i mp l y be-

c aus e t he s c ho o l  was c ompos ed a l mo s t  e n t i r e l y o f  c h i l d r e n o f  

i mmi gr an t s , i t  was c e r t a i n l y bec au s e o f  Mi s s Maho n. She wa s , 

I  i ma g i n e , a woman o f  deep c o n v i c t i o n s , a mi l i t a n t  t e^mper ament , 

and I  s us p ec t  her  c h i e f  a i m i n l i f e was t o make t he n i s e i  p- ood 

A mer i c a n s . I n t h i s s c h o o l , t he s i n g i n g o f  t he n a t i o n a l  ant hem, 

t he f l a g s a l u t e , t he l o y a l t y o a t h , and t he c e r emo n i es o f  pa-

t r i o t i c h o l i d a y s , wer e ev en t s t h a t  o c c ur r ed f r eq u en t l y and wer e 

c a r r i e d o ut  wi t h a gr eat  amount  o f  gus t o and p r e c i s i o n . When I  

t h i n k o f  some o f  t he J ACL l e a d e r s who dev el o ped i n S e a t t l e , f e l -

l o ws l i xLe J ames Sak amo t o , Tak eo No g a k i , and o t h e r s , I  c a n ' t  h e l p 

f e e l i n g t hat  t he a f f i r ma t i o n s o f  l o y a l t y made i n t h i s s c ho o l  mus t  

hav e l e f t  i t s i mp r es s i o n on t hes e f e l l o ws . 

At  t he same t i me t h a t  I  s t a r t ed gr ammar  s c h o o l , I  a l s o oegan 

t a k i n g J ap an es e l e s s o n s at  t he S e a t t l e Ko k ugo - gak k o f l i at i onal -

L anguage S c h o o l ) . My s i s t e r s wer e a t t e n d i n g , and I  t ho ugh t  not h-

i n g o f  a t t e n d i n g t wo s c h o o l s i n a d a y ; I  t o o k i t  as a mat t e r  o f  

c o u r s e . The s c ho o l  was l o c a t e d t wo b l o c k s f r om our  home bet ween 

K i n g and We l l e r  s t r e e t s on 16t h Av en u e . At  t he t i me I  en t e r ed , 

t her e mus t  hs v e D ên t h r ee or  f o ur  hundr ed n i s i e a t t e n d i n g , ana 

t he b u i l d i n g , a wooden s t r u c t u r e o u i l t  on a wi d e , open f i e l d , 

had t en or  t we l v e c l as s r o o ms f or  a l l  t h e g r ades up t o t he n i n t h . 

Du i i n g t he n i n e y e a r s t hat  I  a t t e n d e d , t he s t udent  p o p u l a t i o n gr a-

d u a l l y ex p an ded , and t he s c ho o l  b u i l d i n g had t o be expanded ac-

c o r d i n g l y , u n t i l  i n t i me i t  was l a r g e enoup- h t o ac c ommodat e abo ut  

one t ho us and s t u den t s wi t h some c r o wd i n g . On t he who l e , I  l ear r e d 
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ver y l i t t l e J apanes e des p i t e t he l engt h of  t i me I  s pent  t her e , 

but  I  "became ac quai n t ed wi t h a l a r ge number  o f  n i s e i  whom I  nev-

er  woul d have go t t en t o know o t h er wi s e , and I  s t i l l  know many 

o f  t hose who wer e i n t he s c hoo l  a t  t he t i me I  a t t en ded . 

The f i r s t  gr ade was t aught  by T ak abat ak e- s ens ei  ( T eac her  

T ak abat ak e) , whi c h was t he manner  i n wh i c h we addr es s ed her  

as wel l  as a l l  t he t eac her s we h ad . She was t he wi f e o f  t he 

k o c hg- s ens ei  ( P r i n c i a p l ) , a qu i et  gent l ewoman, and I  a l way s 

f e l t  t hat  s he was a much mor e k i n d l y ana l i k eab l e per s on t hat  

her  hus band, Mr . T ak abat k e , E x c ep t  f o r  t he s u b j ec t s t aught , 

I  saw r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e bet ween Mai n S t . Sc ho o l  and 

t he J apanes e L anguage Sc ho o l , f o r  t hey wer e bot h equi pped i n 

much t he same way and t her e wer e t he f ami l i a r  J apanes e f ac es 

a l l  ar ound me many of  whom wer e a l s o my c l as s mat es at  t he ot her  

s c ho o l , f̂ t e r  t he p ub l i c s c hoo l  was d i s mi s s ed about  t hr ee i n 

t he a f t er no o n , I  woul d dr op i n at  my f a t h e r ' s s t o r e on t he way 

home, dr op i n at  home f o r  a b i t e of  f ood ( I  was a s- our mand), 

p l ay ar ound t he J apanes e s c ho o l  yar d u n t i l  f our  when our  c l a s s es 

wer e c a l l e d . T h i s s c hoo l  t oo was ext r emel y p r e c i ŝ , and a l l  

t he s t udent s woul d have t o l i n e up at  t he mai n ent r anc e when 

t he s c hoo l  b e l l  r ang ( t hey d i d n ' t  have an e l ec t r i c be l l  as at  

t he p ub l i c s c ho o l ) t o mar ch i n t o our  r es pec t i v e c l a s s e s . The 

l i g h t i n g i n t he c o r r i do r  i n s i de was poor , but  i t  was a l way s k ept  

ext r emel y c l ea n ana t her e was al way s a heav y s mel l  o f  f l o o r  o i l  

aDout  t he h a l l s and c l as s r o o ms . 

The L anguage Sc ho o l  was t he same as t he p u b l i c s c ho o l ; and 

yet  i t  was d i f f e r e n t . T her e was mor e s er i o u s n es s and d i s c i p l i n e 

i n one s en s e , y et  t he s t uden t s showed l e s s i n t e r es t  i n s t udy and 
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mor e eas i l y got  out  of  hand t han at  t he puo l i c s c h o o l . One o f  

t he f i r s t  l es s o ns o f  d i s c i p l i n e wh i c h we l ean r ed was t hat  when 

we wer e not  wr i t i n g or  r ead i n g , we wer e t o s i t  wi t h our  hands 

f o l ded behi nd our  bac k s . I  ue l i ev e t h i s was t hei r  i dea o f  keep-

i ng a t t en t i o n and a l s o o f  a r es t  p e r i o d . Sl pppy po s t ur e i n 

e i t h e r  s t and i ng or  s i t t i n g or  c a r e l es s n es s i n r e c i t i n g or  answer -

i ng t he t eac her  wer e i mmedi at e o b j ec t s o f  r ep r i mand. Co n s c i en t i u s 

c h i l d t hat  I  was , I  a l way s t r i ed t o f o l l o w t hes e r u l es t o t he 

l e t t e r  o f  t he r e g u a l t i o n s . I  t h i nk I  mus t  have been an exempl ar y 

pup i l  f r om t he s t andpo i n t  o f  behav i o r  and d o c i l i t y t o a u t h o r i t y . 

Th i s t ype of  d i s c i p l i n e or oke down e a s i l y , ho wev er , end t her e 

wer e al way s a. f ew i n c o r r i g i b l y mi s c h i ev o u s c h i l d r en i n t he c l a s s es 

One uoy named Sat o s h i  Mas uda whom we al way s c a l l ed "Mo nk s " was 

al way s bubb l i ng over  wi t h comi c behav i o r  and f unny r emar k s . He 

was t he wor s t  behav i o r  pr o bl em i n t he c l a s s , but  I  t h i nk he was 

al s o t he f av o r i t e o f  a l l  t he p u p i l s , and even o f  some of  t he t eac h 

e r s . he was s mal l  ana dar k , and i ndeed l ook ed and ac t ed somewhat  

l i k e a monk ey , he woul d mi mi c any body , ac c o mp l i s h i ng i t  wi t h 

an t i c s t hat  seemed t o us i n d es c r i b ab l y f unny , end t he c l a s s was 

al way s b u r s t i n g i n t o l au gh t e r  aoout  somet hi ng-  he had do ne. I f  

t he t eac her  r epr i manded h i m, he woul d gi v e a l o o k of  pai ned sur -

p r i s e cut  he woul d be at  i t  a g a i n t he next  mi nu t e . »'her e wer e 

a l s o t he Di gger  f e l l o ws who woul d t eas e t he p i r l s , t a l k t o eac h 

o t her  du r i ng t he c l as s p er i o d , and pay no at t en t i o n t o t he l es -

s o ns t he t eac her  was t r y i ng t o get  ac r o s s . I  suppose t he mai n 

d i f f i c u l t y was t hat  t he p u p i l s , at  l eas t  t he f e l l o ws , wer e not  

i n t e r es t ed i n s t u dy i n g J ap anes e , and c o u l d n ' t  r e s t r a i n t he over -

f l o w o f  ener gy a f t e r  o e i ng i n c l a s s most  o f  t he day , but  t her e 
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was v er y l i t t l e l e a r n i n g go i ng on amonp: t he c oy s , end af t er  t he 

f i r s t  or  second gr ades , most  of  t he f e l l o ws l ear ned l i t t l e or  

no J apanes e at  t h i s s c h o o l . 

One dar i L day , l ak abat ak e- s ens ei  became v er j  angr y when 

t he f e l l o ws got  e s p ec i a l l y out  of  hand, and a f t e r  s t o pp i ng t he 

r ec i t a t i o n t hat  had been goi ng: o n, pr oc eeded t o t ho r o ugh l y 

r epr i mand t he p u p i l s . I ' v e f o r go t t en now what  t he o c c as i o n 

was f or  her  anger , but  I  r e c a l l  t hat  she spoke wi t h al mos t  a 

des pa i r  i n her  v o i c e . I t  was a dar k , gr ay day o u t s i de , t he 

at mospher e was gl oomy , t he p u p i l s hel d a gu i l t y s i l en c e , and 

f or  some i n e x p l i c a b l e r eas o n I  o u r s t  out  i n t ear s . Tak abat k e 

s ens ei  was t a l k i n g t o t h e c l as s i n gen er a l , t her e was no t h i ng 

i n her  o ut bur s t  d i r ec t ed p er s o na l l y at  me, and y et  f o r  some 

r eas o n I  f e l t  t hat  I  c a r r i ed t he g u i l t  o f  t he who l e c l a s s on my 

s h o u l der s . I  f e l t  v er y much ashamed of  t h i s d i s p l a y a f t e r wa r d s ; 

t he o t her  p u p i l s must  have wonder ed what  k i nd o f  " s i s s y " I  was 

t o cr y when t he t eac her  was s c o l d i n g t he whol e c l a s s ; but  I  was 

somehow i mpr es s ed by t he t one o f  h e l p l e s s anger  i n her  v o i c e . 

I  d o n ' t  be l i ev e I  was g i v en t o c r y i ng mor e t han most  o t her  young-

s t er s of  my age, t hough per haps I  was , but  I  as s ur e I  must  have 

been s en s i t i v e and e a s i l y f r i g h t e n e d . 

L o o k i n g back upon my l anguage s c ho o l  t r a i n i n g , I  f eel  t h a t  

t he r equ i r ement s wer e n o t  s t r i c t  enough and t he i n s t r u c t i o n no t  

s y s t emat i c eno ugh f or  t he pup i l s to l ea r n as much as t hey mi ght  

hav e. I  am s ur e t hat  had I  been p r es s ed, I  c oul d have l ear ned 

t o r ead and wr i t e J apanes e wi t h some f a c i l i t y du r i ng t he e i gh t  

or  mor e y ear s t hat  I  a t t ended , but  as t h i ngs wer e , I  l i k e t he r es t  
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o f  t he p up i l s t ended t o f o r g e t  t he c har ac t er s al mos t  as r ap i d l y 

as we l ear ned t hem. Mo r eo v er , t he c our s e had v er y l i t t l e r el a-

t i o n t o ev er y day l i f e ; t he one hour  or  hour  and a h a l i  t hat  we 

da i l y s pent  at  t he s c hoo l  was mer el y an unp l eas an t  i n t e r l u de 

t hat  we had t o get  by somehow eve~ r̂  day . Vie s t ar t ed out  wi t h 

Bo o t  1 of  t he Toku- hon ( R ea d i n g Bo o k ) wh i c h was composed o f  

p i c t u r es and t he names o f  t he i t ems s hown. Ther e wer e a l s o 

t he f o r t y - ei ght  k ana c har ac t er s of  t he s i mpl e J apanes e al pha-

oe- t  t hat  we had t o l ea r n ; we wer e t o l ea r n t he hi  r a- gana char -

ac t er s i n t he second g r ade . The wr i t i n g per i o d i n t he b eg i n n i n g 

c l a s s was l a r g e l y t ak en up wi t h dr awi ng l i mes and c i r c l es - - a 

somewhat  i n s an e o us i nes s s i nc e i t  was t o t a l l y unr e l at ed t o any-

t h i n g t hat  I  was i n t er es t ed i n- - , but  we l a t e r  pr o gr es s ed t o 

wr i t i ng-  t he c h ar ac t er s t hems el v es . Ther e wer e but  a f ew t h i ngs 

i n t he c l as s r o o m t hat  mos t  of  t he s t udent s en j o y ed , and one o f  

t hem was t he s t o r y t e l l i n g per i o d when t he t eac her  woul d t e l l  

a J apanes e f ol i c s t o r y or  about  some J apanes e her o . And among 

t he d i s t a s t e f u l  r equ i r ement s of  t he s c hoo l  was t hat  gr oups o f  

s t udent s i n t ur n had t o r emai n at  s c ho o l  one Ri gkfc. a f t er no o n 

ev er y week a f t e r  t he c l a s s was out  t o do t he o - t ooban (moni t o r -

i n g ) , t hat  i s , t he j an i t o r  wo r k of  c l ean i n g up our  c l as s r o o m 

wi t h br oom ana dus t  c l o t h . The boys and f che g i r l s wor ked i n 

s epar at e gr o ups , and t he bo y s al way s t r i ed t o f i nd ways o f  

r u s h i n g t hr o ugh t hei r  wor k as qu i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . Some o f  t he 

f e l l o ws wer e p a r t i c u l a r l y c a r e l e s s about  t he c l ean- up and woul d 

spend h a l f  t he t i me t hr o wi ng e r as er s and c ha l k ar o und, but  I  

am s ur e I  was one o f  t he c o n s c i en t i o u s o nes . 
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My s i s t e r , f i obu, was c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y a weak c h i l d and when 

she was i n t he second g r ade , she b&came s er i o us l y i l l  wi t h some 

s t omach ai l ment  t hat  k ep t  her  i n bed f or  over  h a l f  a y ear  and 

i n v a l i ded her  f or  a y ear . I  pr esume t hat  t h i s l ong-  per i od o f  

i l l n e s s i n her  ear l y y ear s must  have a f f ec t ed her  p e r s o n a l i t y 

f o r  she l at er  pr oved t o be t he most  uns t ab l e o f  t he c h i l d r en , 

t he one wi t h whom I  q uar r e l l ed most  v i o l e n t l y , and coul d eas i l y 

oe i nd i s p o s ed when t h i ngs d i d not  go as she want ed t o . But  her  

i l l n e s s was al s o t he s our c e of  a f ami l y d ec i s i o n t hat  was t o 

gi v e us c h i l d r en some of  t he happ i es t  c h i l dho o d ex p e r i en c es . 

Our  f ami l y doc t or  was Dr . Y o s h i mur a, a p l eas an t , p r o f es s i o n a l  

l o o k i ng , mus t ac hed i  s s ei  whom we a l l  l i k ed v er y much, and who 

came t o be one of  our  f ami l y f r i e n d s . He c a l l ed i n Cauc as i an 

s p e c i a l i s t s f or  c o n s u l t a t i o n on Uo bu i s c as e , ana t he adv i c e 

was t hat  s he wo u l d ben ef i t  by mor e out door  l i f e . I t  was t h i s 

whi c h l ed t o my p a r e n t ' s d ec i s i o n t o spend t he summer  mont hs 

at  a beac h , and f a t her  s e l ec t ed a p l ac e at  F aun t e l r o y on t he 

P uget  Sound near  t he c i t y l i mi t s . Our  summer  hous e was not hi ng-

mor e t han a t ent  ho us e equi pped f or  f ami l y l i f e , but  t o me i t  

had a l l  t he gl amor  of  s f i n e summer  home. Mr . T ak euc h i , t he 

pub l i s her  £ f  t he Gi  eat  l i o r t her n News (T el ho k u News p ap er ) , had 

a uesso ( r e s o r t ) about  t wo hundr ed y ar ds f r om our  pl ac e on 

Br av es P o i n t , a r egu l ar  hous e wi t h a f i n e v er anda, but  I  nev er  

t hought  i n t hos e day s abo ut  t he d i f f e r en c e bet ween t hei r  p l ac e 

and o u r s . Eet ween Mr . i a k e u c h i ' s p l ac e and o ur s , t her e was 

ano t her  ho us e, a s mal l er  one t han t he. f o r mer , whi c h was owned 

by a Cauc as i an who ¿ept  a number  of  b ea u t i f u l  s et t er  doer s, but  

f o r  a f ew summer s Dr . Y os h i mur a r el at ed t h i s p l ac e . Oui  t hr ee 
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f ami l i e s became f as t  f r i e n d s , and we l a t er  made i t  a p r ac t i c e 

t o go t o get her  on c ampi ng t r i p s , 
i i i i i i - - -

.F oot not e. Ther e wer e p r o babl y o n l y t wo or  t hr ee f ami -

l i e s among t he Seat t l e J apanes e who had a bes s o . i  summer  r e s o r t ) . 

The bes t  ¿ nown was Mr . F u r u y a ' s bes s o on E a i n b r i dge I s l a n d , a 

l a r ge p l ac e wi t h a gr eenho us e and f ar mi ng l and on t he beac h a.t  

Cr y s t a l  Spr i ng- . F ur uy a was a Seat t l e bank er  and t he r i c h es t  

l o c a l  J ap anes e. Mr . T a k e u c h i ' s r es o r t  was r e f er r ed t o as 

Se i r an no bes s S ( t h e r es o r t  of  Se i u a n ) , t he name bei np-  a r ef er -

ence t o h i s penname. F or  a l o n g t i me, I  a l way s t hought  my f at her  

was c a l l i n g hi m "s a i l o r " and d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e t hat  Mr . Tak euc h i  

had a penname. I t  shoul d be added t hat  i t  i s a p r ac t i c e , al mos t  

an a f f e c t a t i o n , among J apanes e wr i t e r s t o us e a penname. >Ve 

nev er  s pok e of  our  p l ac e as a o es s o , f or  one t h i ng uec aus e f a-

t her  d i d n ' t  be l i ev e i n e l abo r a t en es s beyond f u n c t i o n a l  n ec es s i t y , 

but  a l s o bec aus e t he t ent ho us e coul d har dl y be c a l l ed a r e s o r t . 

To day , t he t eac h near  B'aunt el r oy wher e our  beachhous .es wer e. 

has been c o mpl et el y t r ans f o r med i nt o a mun i c i p a l  beac h ana par k , 

s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g s o met h i ng o f  i t s ol d wi l d e r n es s , out  now peopl ed 

wi t h hundr eds o f  beac h - s eek er s hn hot  summer  day s whose comi ng 

has a l s o br ought  wi t h i t  a c e r t a i n amount  of  c o mmer c i a l i z a t i o n . 

¿Vhere Mr . T a k e u c h i ' s summer  hous e was , t her e i s now a b a t h i n g 

poo l  and h i s hous e has been r emoved. When we f i r s t  went  t o t he 

somet i me about  1917 or  1918, 
F aun t e l r o y Beac h / ho wev er , our  p l ac e was a h a l f  a mi l e f r om t he 

s t r eet  car  l i n e r i gh t  be l o w a dens el y wooded h i l l . Ther e wer e 

ho us es s t r ung al ong, t he beac h about  a hundr ed y ar ds ap ar t , but  

i t  was o t her wi s e a q u i et  l o n e l y p l a c e . To get  f r om t he s t r eet  

car  s t op t o oui  ho us e, i t  was nec es s ar y t o wl l k t hr ough t he 

dens e l y wooded f o r es t  t o t he t op o f  t he c l i f f  o v er l o o k i ng our  
was 

p l ac e , wa l k i n g a l o ng a nar r o w f o o t pat h t h a t / v * * ? b l o c k ed by-

do zens o f  f a l l e n l o gs some o f  wh i c h I  coul d har d l y c l amber  over  

bec aus e t hey wer e t oo l a r g e . F r om t he t op of  t he h i l l , t her e 

was a s t eep pat h t hat  one s l i d down wat c h i ng t o av o i d t he net t l e 
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t hat  

/ gr ew i n p a t c h es on a l l  s i des ani ons t he o t her  v e g e t a t i o n , and at  

t he bo t t om o f  t he s t eep h i l l , t he pat h emer ged al mo s t  i mmedi at el y 

beh i nd o ur  t en t ho us e. Mo t her  and we c h i l d r en had t r o u b l e h i k i n g 

o v er  t hes e r o a d s , so f a t h e r , Mr . T ak eu c h i , and t he i nu- no- . i i i s an 

( o l d man wi t h t he dos;s) wo r k ed dur i ng t he f i r s t  summer  t o c l e a r  

t he f a l l e n l o g s , wi den ang gr ade t he p a t h down t he h i l l  and even 

make an aut o r oad s ev er a l  hundr ed y ar ds i n t o t he wo o ds f r o m t he 

c ar  s t op and t he s t r e e t s . I  t h i n k f a t h e r  d i d a good s har e o f  t h i s 

wor k wh i c h v/as a mat t er  o f  p r i de t o me f o r  I  a l way s t ho ught  o f  t h e 

r oads as " f a t h e r ' s r a p d . " F at her  was a t i r e l e s s wo r k er  onc e he 

s et  upon a t a s k . The same p at hs wer e i mpr oved by t he par k depar t -

ment  when t he who l e a r ea was c o nv er t ed i nt o a mu n i c i p a l  w i l d l i f e r f i v e o r  s i x 

par k y ear s l a t e r . A s a c h i l d o f  i  was a l way s a l i t t l e 

t i mi d abo ut  wal k i ng, t h r o ugh t he woods o v er  t h i s l ong p a t h , and when 

I  was a l o ne , I  wo u l d hur r y a l o n g f o r  f e a r  t hat  some wi l d beas t  woul d 

s udden l y emer ge f r om t he t h i c k , gr een s i l e n c e ar o und me. 

R i gh t  beh i nd our  t en t h o u s e , t h er e was a huge f i r  t r e e , p er hap s 

f i ^e f ee t  i n d i amet er , t o wer i ng o v er  t he s po t  wher e o ur  ho us e was 

l o c a t ed . Du r i ng t he summer  t hunder s t o r ms , mot her  v/as a l way s wor -

r i e d t hat  one o f  t he l i g h t e n i n g bo l t s wo u l d s t r i k e t h i s t r ee and 

o ur  ho us e, and t h i s t hought " us ed t o f r i g h t en me. As t h e l i t t l e man 

i n t he ho us e when f a t h e r  wa s n ' t  home, I  us ed t o p l ay b r av e , but  

I  ment a l l y har bo r ed t he p i c t u r e o f  l i g h t I n i n g s t r eak i ng down t he 

g r ea t  t r ee and s t r i k i n g our  f r a g i l e r o o f . Du r i ng suc h t hunder s t o r ms 

mot her  woul d make a paper  d o l l  out  o f  s h ea f s o f  paper  and hang i t  

f r o m a bus h i n f r o n t  o f  t he ho us e. She ex p l a i ned t hat  t hey d i d t h i s 

i n J ap an , and t hat  i t  p r ev ent ed l i g h t n i n g f r o m s t r i k i n g at  t hat  s p o t . 
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I  t h i n k I  ai r /ays c o ns i der ed t h i s a dubi o us b i t  o f  magi c , y e t  when 

t h e t hunder s t o r ms o c c ur r ed and an omi nous g l o o m hung ov er  t h e s ea 

and t he woods abo ut  u s , I  us ed t o h a l f  b e l i e v e t hat  h er  s t o r y must  

be t r u e . Onc e when l i g h t n i n g d i d s t r i k e one o f  t he t r ees some di s -

t an c e f r om our  h o u s e , we r e j o i c e d t hat  t he p ap er  do l l  had g i v en us 

p r o t e c t i o n . But  I  do ubt  t hat  mo t her  h er s e l f  s e r i o u s l y b e l i e v e d 

t h i s s t o r y , f o r  s he n ev er  br o ught  up t he mat t er  i n l a t e r  y ea r s , 

but  we a l l  j o i ned i n on t he game. 

Ve had a J ap an es e s t y l e ba t h h o us e t hat  f a t h e r  b u i l t  a s ho r t  

d i s t an c e beh i nd o ur  ho us e, and he had t o c ar r y buc k et s o f  s ea wat er  

t o r e f i l l  i t  ev er y n i g h t . Our  d r i n k i n g wa t e r  came f r o m a we l l  

s p r i ng abo ut  a c o up l e o f  hundr ed f e e t  down t he beac h f r om o ur  

ho us e, and I  o f t en s t r ugg l ed o v er  t he r ough p a t h wi t h a buc k et  

al mo s t  t o o l a r ge f o r  me t o c a r r y . A f a mi l y o f  mus k r at , o r  mor e 

l i k e l y mo unt ai n r a t s , had i t s n es t  n e e r  t h i s c r eek and muddi ed 

t he wa t e r , so f a t h e r  u -̂ ed t o s et  a t v r r ± f : r a v s mal l  t r ap wi t h 

t e r r i f y i n g t ee t h . I  us ed t o f e e l  s o ueami s h about  s ee i n g an ani -

mal  i n a t r a p , but  at  t he same t i me t he i dea o f  a hunt  ex c i t ed me 

and we c h i l d r en woul d s hout  t hat  f a t h e r  had c aught  a "b ea v e r " 

ev er y t i me one o f  t he r a t s wa s |  c augh t . 

On t he wh o l e , - i t  was mor e l i k e c ampi ng out  t han s pendi ng t he 

summer  at  a s ummer hous e. T her e was wooden f l o o r i n g and wooden wa l l s 

r eac h i ng f o u r  f e e t  abov e t he f l o o r , but  o v er  us t her e was o n l y a 

huge c anv as t en t . Mo t her  d i d a l l  h er  c o o k i ng on a p o r t ab l e ker o -

s ene s t o v e , t ho ugh i t  was a l a r g e s u b s t a n t i a l  o ne; and our  beds 

wer e c anv as a r my ' t en t s wi t h mat t ees s es o v er  t hem. L i e i n g i n bed 

on q u i et  mo r n i ngs , I  woul d l i s t e n t o t he ac o r ns f a l l i n g f r o m a 

l ar ge a l d e r  t r ee t hat  l ean ed ov er  o ur  t en t ho us e, and when one f e l l , 
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I  woul d c ount  t he mi n u t es u n t i l  t h e n ex t  one f e l l  wi t h a d u l l  

t hud on t he c anv as . Somet i mes a s q u i r r e l  ̂ wo ul d s c r ambl e up t he 

c anv as , but  i t  was a l way s d i f f i c u l t  t o det er mi ne whet h er  i t  was a 

s o u i r r e l i  o r  o n l y an ac o r n r o l l i n g down t he c an v as , and we c h i l -

dr en wo u l d ar gue as t o wh i c h i t  was . We s el do m pr o v ed o ur  p o i n t , 

ho wev er , f o r  "by t he t i me we woul d das h out  o f  bed t o l o o k up a t  

t he r o o f , t her e was g e n e r a l l y n e i t h e r  ac o r n p r  s q u i r r e l  i n s i g h t . 

,/e had e pamch wi t h d r i f t  l o g r a i l i n g s t hat  l o o k ed d i r e c t l y out  

on t he s e a ; i t  was a l way s p l eas an t  hav i ng s upper  t h er e a f t e r  f a t h e r  

r et ur ned f r o m t he s ho p ,when t he sun wo u l d be ben d i ng l ow ov er  t he 

Ol y mpi c Mo unt a i ns ac r o s s t h e sound f r o m u s , t he war m ev en i ng and 

h e a v i l y wooded 

t h e / h i l l  - aro beh i nd us seemed t o c l o s e our  l i t t l e ho us e o f f  f r o m 

t he r es t  o f  t he wo r l d , and we wo u l d r av age t he f o o d wh i l e s i t t i n g 

i n i n f o r mal  i n t i mac y . One t h i n g t hat  bo t h er ed me, and I  i magi ne 

t he r es t  o f  t he f ami l y as we l l , was t o have Cauc as i an s t r anger s 

s udden l y come out  on our  p o r c h , a s t hey f o l l o wed t he p a t h down 

t he h i l l , j u s t  a t  a t i me we wer e e a t i n g . Supper  was i n v a r i a b l y 

a J ap an es e d i n n er , f o r  f a t h er  wo u l d hav e h i s y oo - s hy ok u at  t he 

r es t au r an t  at  l unc h t i me and p r e f e r r ed J ap anes e d i s h es i n t he ev engng, 

but  I  a l way s f e l t  l i k e h i d i n g my c h o p s t i c k s when s t r anger s woul d 

bur s t  i n upon us and s t a r e at o ur  l i t t l e p a r t y . I  s uppos e t h ey 

f e l t  a s embar r as s ed as we . I  a l way s f e l t  p o s s es s i v e about  our  

ho us e, t ho ugh I  s uppos e i t  was a c t u a l l y on p u b l i c p r o p er t y , and 

I  wo ul d f e e l  t hat  t h es e s t r anger s had no r i gh t  u s i n g our  pat h , t h e 

"r o ad t h a t  f a t h er  b u i l t . g 

Ge t t i n g t he g r o c e r i e s was s o met h i ng o f  a p r o b l em i n t hat  o ut  

o f  t he way p l a c e , but  f a t h e r  bought  a r o wbo at  wi t h wh i c h t o go 

bac k and f o r t h t o L i n c o l n Beac h , a h a l f  mi l e d i s t a n c e by way o f  
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t he beac h but  l e s s t han t hat  b3/ bo at  s i n c e t he beac h c ur v ed I n-

war ds , L i n c o l n Beac h had a f l o c k o f  beac hho us es , a p a r k , and 

s ev er a l  s t o r es , so t hat  i t  was l i k e go i ng t o tov.ni  t o v i s i t  t h e r e . 

c o ul d 

Our  r o wbaat  was l a r g e , f o r  a l l  s i x o f  u s / r i d e i t  a t  one t i me, but  

even at  f i v e y ear s o f  age I  had l ea r n t̂ o t ak e i t  o ut  by my s e l f . 

That  was s omet hi ng t o t a l k about  i n o ur  f ami l y and a l l  our  f r i e n d s 

wo ul d hear  o f  i t  wi t h "s u r p r i s e d a d mi r a t i o n "� t h e l i t t l e man o f  a 

t he ho us e was , o f  cour se,/t r t r er  s i l e n t  her o who n ev er  t i r e d o f  d i s -

p l ay i ng h i s s k i l l  when o t h er s wer e a r o u n d . I n t he mo r ni ng when 

t he wat er  was c al m, I  wo u l d s et  o u t , u s u a l l y wi t h No bu , somet i i n.es 

wi t h mo t her  and a l l  t h e k i d s , and r ow o v er  t o L i n c o l n Beac h . I t  

was n t t  eas y wo r k a l t h o ugh i t  was a mat t er  o f  p r i de t o me t o c ov er  

t he d i s t a n c e , and I  t h i n k mot her  mus t  hav e t h o u g h t f u l l y k ep t  t hes e 

t r i p s at  a mi ni mum. I  n ev er  f e l t  q u i t e at  home at  L i n c o l n B ea c h ; 

t he peo p l e wer e s t r anger s f r o m whom I  k ept  my d i s t a n c e . I  mus t  

hav e appear ed a o u i e t , r es er v ed f i g u r e . 

I t  was when I  was at  t he beac h t hat  I  made my f i r s t  Cauc as i an 

f r i e n d s . They wer e t h r ee b r o t h e r s o f  a f ami l y t h a t  had a beac h-

ho us e about  a hundr ed y ar ds down t he beac h f r o m u s . The o l des t  one 

must  hav e been f i v e y ear s o l de r  t han I , and t he o t her s somewhat  

c l o s e r  t o my age but  d e f i n i t e l y b i g g e r  t han my s e l f . I  i magi ne i t  

mus t  hav e been when t hey came t o war m t hems el v es at  our  h e a c h f i r e 

t hat  we go t  a c q u a i n t ed , o r  i t  mi ght  hav e been bec aus e t hey bo r r owed 

o ur  r owboat  o r  t he c ano e. T hey wer e v er y f r i e n d l y and t o o k me in. 

wi t h t hem when t h e y made a r a f t  o r  p l ay ed games on t he beac h , but  

bec au s e t hey wer e o l de r  and b i g g e r  t han I , I  d i d n ' t  get  i n on a l l  

t h e i r  games . One t h i n g I  s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t , ho wev er , i s a b i r t h -

day p r es en t  wh i c h t h ey made f o r  me, a "b e a u t i f u l " b a t t l e s h i p c ut  
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out  o f  d r i f t wo o d wh i c h t hey br o ught  t o me f r e s h l y p a i n t ed i n ba t t l e -

s h i p g r a y . I  can r emember  t he o l des t  bo y comi ng down t he beac h 

wi t h s omet hi ng on a s heet  o f  n e ws p a p e r , t r a i l e d by h i s b r o t h e r s , 

my s u r p r i s e when my s i s t e r  t o l d me t hat  t he boy s &ad a b i r t h d a y 

p r es ent  f o r  me, and my i nner  exc i t ement  and uns po k en g r a t i t u de a t  

r ec e i v i n g s uc h a magn i f i c en t  g i f t . Sv en as my f r i e n d mo des t l y 

o f f e r ed me t he g i f t , I  s t ar ed at  t h e g l eam o f  t h e p a i n t  i n t he s un , 

t he f u n n e l  and guns made out  o f  wo o den pegs , and t he l i n e o f  t h e 

s h i p t hat  had been c a r e f u l l y c ut  o u t . I  c oul d h a r d l y wa i t  s f o r  t he 

p a i n t  t o dr3  ̂ so t hat  I  mi ght  t es t  out  t h e model  s h i p . A f ew day s 

l a t e r , mot her  had s omet hi ng f o r  me t o g i v e t he bo y s . Bec aus e o f  

t he b a t t l e s h i p , I  f e l t  e t e r n a l l y g r a t e f u l  t o my f r i e n d s down t h e 

beac h and t ho ught  o f  t hem, e s p e c i a l l y t he o l des t  o ne , as unus ua l  

c r af t s men ab l e t o make any t h i ng out  o f  wo o d. A f t e r  t he s ec ond sum-

mer , t h i s f ami l y d i d urot  r et ur n t o t h e beac h , and t he beac h somehow 

d i d no t  seem t he same t hat  3~ear . I t  was t he f i r s t  t i me I  f e l t  di s -

appo i n t ed a t  l o s i n g a f r i e n d : I  o f t en wo nder ed wh er e t hey had go ne . 

I  s pent  al mo s t  a l l  my t i me p l ay i n g t he i n b̂he wat er  o r  on t he 

beac h . J r o m t he moment  I  a r o s e u n t i l  I  went  t o bed , I  was i n a 

�bat hi ng s u i t , and mo t her  s ays t hat  I  was t he b l a c k e s t  c h i l d s h e ' d 

ev er  s een . I n t he l a t e mo r ni ng o r  mi d- af t er no o n , mot her  us ed t o 

c a l l  us c h i l d r en t o get h er  ar o und a beac h - f i r e , and s he wo ul d i n-

s t r uc t  us t o bur y s weet  po t at o es o r  c o m i n t he s and under neat h t he 

f i r e , wh i c h we a t e wi t h a v i d i t y when t hey wer e we l l  bak ed . 1 c a n ' t  

i magi ne how I  f o und enough t o do on t he beac h f r o m mor ni ng t n t i l  

n i g h t , but  t her e v/as s c a r c e l y a moment  o f  i n a c t i v i t y . I n t h e even-

i ngs a f t e r  f a t h er  came bac k , we wo u l d ga t h er  ar o und an ev eni ng 

beac h f i r e when we wo ul d t e l l  eac h o t her  s t o r i e s as we wat c hed 
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o t her  f i r e s be i ns; l i g h t e d a l l  t he way down t o A l k i  Bo i n t . The A l k i  

P o i n t  l i g h t h o u s e i t s e l f  was an o b j e c t  o f  f a s c i n a t i o n t o us , f o r  we 

l ear ned t o c ount  wi t h c o n s i der ab l e p r ec i s i o n t h e i n t e r v a l s at  wh i c h 

t he l i g h t  wo u l d no o n . I t  was most  f un x &k e on' Sunday s when f a t h e r 1 

s t o r e h e l p er s woul d v i s i t  us f o r  t h e who l e day , and i n t he eveni np's 

t hes e y o ung men wo u l d b u i l d a f r i g h t e n i n g l y hme f i r e . Ther e a r e 

end l es s ex p er i enc es and i mpr es s i o ns t o r e c i t e f r o m o ur  l i f e a t  t he 

beac h , and most  o f  t hem ar e p l eas an t  o nes . We must  hav e r e t u r ned 

t h er e ev er y summer  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e y ea r s , and t he p er i o d s t ands 

out  as a d i s t i n c t  p has e o f  my c h i l dh o o d ex p er i en c e . 

SKETCHES: MEMORI ES OF BSACH L I F E 

The v eek a f t e r  t he c l o s i n g o f  s c ho o l  was a l way s a bus y o n e , 

f o r  our  hous eho l d was ups et  wi t h t h e p r ep a r a t i o n s f o r " ifl te sum-

mer  at  t he beac h . Mo t her  woul d be p r eo c c up i ed wi t h p u r c h as es , 

and wi t h c l o s i n g up t h e ho us e f o r  t he sum l er . / a t h e r  wo u l d 

o abo ut  gat h er i ng h i s equi pment  t o g e t h e r , i y b i g s i s t e r , l a y , 

wo u l d bo s s u s y o unger  o nes ar o und . Then on a Sunday mo r n i n g / 

f a t h er  wo u l d pac k a l l  t he t h i ngs on t he c ar , we wo u l d p i l e 

i n. ami d t he mount ai n o f  ho us eho l d er oods, g i v e a l a s t  l o o k at  

t he o l d ho us e, and be o f f  t o t he beac h . T her e was a l way s a 

ques t i o n o f  whet her  t h e c a r , p i l ed h i g h wi t h equ i pment , woul d 

make t he l ong gr ade up Wes t  Se a t t l e H i l l . A t . F a u n t e l r o y , f a-

t h e r ' s s t o r e h e l p , who wer e al mo s t  l i k e member s o f  t h e f ami l y , 

wo ul d be t her e t o un l o ad t he c ar  and br i ng t he bag r age down 

t he nar r o w wo o dl and pat h t o t he t en t ho us e at  t he b ea c h . 

Cr ows wer e a l way s much-  i n ev i denc e i n t he e a r l y mor ni ng a t  t he 

beac h . T hey nes t ed i n t h e h i gh t r ees abov e our  l i t t l e t ent -

ho us e, and as t he war m mor ni ng sun br o k e out  f r o m beh i nd t he 

h i l l  beh i nd as and s t r e a k s o f  l i g h t  t o uc hed t he t r ee t o p s , t he 

c r ows c o ul d be hear d f l a p p i n g t h e i r  wi n gs as t hey f l e w"a l o f t  

s oundi ng t h e i r  eer i e c r y . Ho t her  had a s p ec i a l  av e r s i o n t o 

t he c r y o f  t he c r ow. She s a i d t hat  i n J apan i t  was s a i d t hat  

i f  a per s o n awok e wi t h t he "c a wi n g " o f  a c r ow i n h i s ea r s , i t  

meant  t h a t  some c l o s e r e l a t i v e o r  f r i e n d had d i e d . 

So unds i n t he s t i l l n e s s o f  t h e e a r l y mor ni ng as I  l ay i n bed 

a l way s i mpr es s ed me mor e t han at  any o t her  t i me o f  t he day . 
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Of t en i n a v ague s t at e o f  h a l f  s l eep , I  wo u l d become awar e 

o f  t he "p u t t - p u t t " o f  a mot or  do r y mak i ng i t s way n e a r  t he 

s' o r e . The sound wo u l d f  vmi  l o ud as t he bo at  near ed o ur  

beac h , and t hen woul d g r a d u a l l y gr ow mor e and mor e d i s t a n t  

u n t i l  t he f r a c t i o n o f  a moment  came when I  c o u l d no t  d i s t i n -

gu i s h bet ween t he sound and t he memor y o f  t he s o und. No t h i n g 

mak es me mor e n o s t a l g i c f o r  t hat  o l d beac h home t han t he sound 

o f  a mot or  do r y on a nuaet  s ea . 

Ho l i d a y s wer e o f t en t he gay es t  and most  e x c i t i n g t i mes a t  t he 

beac h . J ap an es e f r i e n d s wo ul d v i s i t  o ur  beac h , and s o met i  i es 

one o f  t he c l ubs i n t he J ap an es e t own wo u l d ho l d a p i c n i c at  

A r . T a k e u c h i ' s bes s o . Some o f  t he o l de r  n i s e i  boy s woul d come 

t o bo r r o w our  r owboat  o r  c ano e, and y ear s l a t e r  mot her  woul d 

f r e q u e n t l y r e c o g n i z e some 01 t h es e f e l l o ws by s ay i ng , "A h , so 

t h a t ' s T s uk uno - s an f s bo y . How b i g h e ' s gr o wn . Why , he us ed 

t o come o f t en t o bo r r o w our  b o a t . " 

Onc e on a Sunday mo r ni ng, when I  was abo ut  f i v e , I  t ook my 

t h r ee s i s t e r s f o r  a r i d e i n t he r o wbo at . May and No bu wer e 

on t h e r ea r  s ea t , and my y o unger  s i s t e r , F u &i , was at  t he p r o w. 

The s ea was as smoot h as g l a s s . One o f  t h e r egu l a r  Seat - t i e-

Tacoma c r u i s i n g s h i p s came ar o und A l i i  B o i n t  and s ped down t h e 

s ound s o ut hwar d, a good mi l e away f r om u s . Ten mi nut es l a t e r  

i t s wav es wer e upon us l i k e r o l l i n g mo unt a i ns , and I  c hur ned 

t he o ar s t o t u r n t h e bow o f  t h e l i t t l e c r a f t  i n t o t he wav e . 

The g i r l s s at  wi t h t ens e f a c e s , g r i p p i n g t h e i r  s ea t s , as we 

wer e swept  up and down f r o m t h e b r i n k t o t h e c r es t  o f  eac h 

wav e . The huge r o l l i n g wav es pas s ed us , and j u s t  as we r e-

l a x e d , we wer e c aught  i n t he t h r ee s ho r t  wav es f r o m t he back -

was h o f  t he s h i p . : ,y s i s t e r s sc r eamed i n ho r r o r  as t he c hopny 

wav es shook t he b o a t . I  was t en s e but  t oo bu s y t o be f r i g h t en -

ed . I  r emember  a wh i t e gowned f i g u r e ap p ear i n g on t he v er anda 

o ? one o f  t he beac h ho us es , a women who had r un out  t o s ee 

wh at  had happened. J -  f a t h e r  came r unn i ng f r o m o ur  hous e i n 

a ba t h i r g s u i t  l o o k i ng i n o ur  d i r e c t i o n . I t  was a l l  o v er  wi t h 

i n a f ew s ec o nds , and t hen l  p u l l e d t he bo at  t o our  beac h . ?lay-

was s c o l d i np me f o r  no t  beac h i ng t he bo at  b e f o r e t he wav es came; 

I  was p r o t es t i n g t hat  I ' d known what  I  was do i ng r i gh t  a l o n g . 

A f t e r  abo ut  f o u r  o r  f i v e y ear s o f  v i s i t i n g t he beac h ev er y 

summer , t her e came a y ear  when we d i d n ' t  go bac k . I  was t oo s mal l  

t o under s t and who o r  what  s e t t l ed t h es e f ami l y d e c i s i o n s . I  mi s s ed 

t he beac h , but  t her e wer e o t h er  t r i p s e l s ewher e t o r ep l ac e t he beec h 

l i f e , and t he l o s s o- f  t he l a t t e r  was soon f o r g o t t en . A t  t hat  age 

l i f e c hanged r ap i d l y any way , and t h e r e wer e a l way s new i n t e r e s t s 

t o r ep l a c e o l d o nes . 
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Ou r  home at  16t h and J ac k s o n S t r e e t  was t h e mai n bas e o f  oper -

a t i o n s f o r  me and f r o m t h e r e and f r o m t h er e I  r o amed t he n e i g h b o r -

hood t o mi x wi t h gan gs o f  bo y s o f  my own age o r  o l d e r . S i n c e I  had 

no b r o t h e r s , I  mi s s ed mal e c o mp an i o n s h i p a t  home and s o ugh t  i t  e l s e-

wh e r e . I  had o u t gr o wn t h e p e r i o d o f  p l a y i n g i n d i s c r i mi n t a e l y wi t h 

g i r l s l i k e t he Y amada s i s t e r s ; a t  f i v e o r  s i x y e a r s s i t  o f  a g e , I  

f e l t  t h e p r es s u r e o f  bo y s o c i e t y a t t i t u d e s t o war d " s i s s i e s " who 

p l a y e d w i t h - i r i s . Mo r eo v er , mo t her  had i t  i n h e r  head t h a t  1 was 

t o o much s u r r o u n ded by f ema l e i n f l u e n c e s a t  home, and s he f e l t  t h a t  

f o r  t he good o f  r ay manhood, i t  was n o t  a bad t h i n g f o r  me t o mi n g l e 

w i t h bo y s o f  my a g e . I  s pent  muc h o f  my t i me a t  t he K a s h i g u e h i s , 

my s ec o nd c o u s i n s who came e f  a f a mi l y o f  s ev en bo y s , and wh i l e 

mo t her  was f r e q u e n t l y a p o l o g e t i c abo u t  my mak i ng my s e l f  p r a c t i c a l l y 

a p ar t  o f  my a u n t ' s f a mi l y , I  t h i n k s he was r a t h e r  p l e a s e d t h a t  I  

had f e l l o ws t o p l a y w i t h r a t h e r  t h an g i r l s . 

T he Has h . i guc h i t  s l i v e d on a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , an unpav ed s t r e e t  

l i n ed on e i t h e r  s i d e f r o m 6t h Av en u e t o t h e I S t h wi t h J a p a n es e homes 

i n t e r mi n g l ed among a f ew wo r k i n g c l a s s wh i t e s , Ne g r o e s , and a number  

o f  ho us es o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n . Mo s t  o f  t h e o l d J ap an es e f a mi l i e s i n 

S e a t t l e , i t  s eems , had. a t  o ne t i me o r  a n o t h e r  had t h e i r  home on 

. as hnngt o n S t , o r  on Ma i n and Y e s l e r  S t r e e t s on e i t h e r  s i d e o f  i t . 

3ut  V'as h i  g t o n , bec au s e i t  had l i t t l e t r a f f i c ® t o d i s t u r b c h i l d r e n 

on t h e s t r e e t s , was t he mai n a x i s o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n , and t h i s dust y 

av en u e was t h e e l ement ar y t r a i n i n g gr o und f o r  many a n i s e i  a t h l e t e 

who went  on t o g a i n .f ame i n h i g h e r  s c h o o l s and c l u b s . T h e r e was a 

gang f o r  ev er y s ec o nd s t r e e t  c o r n er  on Wa s h i n g t o n . T he N i n t h A v e . 

c r owd had o ne o f  t he o l d e s t  and mos t  e x c i t i n g g r o u p s , bu t  I  p l ay ed 

w i t h t he Ha s h i g u c h i  bo y s and t he f e l l o ws a r o und 11t h A v e n u e . 
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Th e t wo o l d es t  s ons i n t h e Ha s h i g u c h i  f ami l y wer e bo r n and 

r a i s ed i n J a p a n , ana t hey wer e " o j i s a n s " ( adu l t  men) by t he t i me 

t hey came t o t h i s c ount r y and I  f i r s t  met  t hem. I t  was t he t h i r d 

s o n , Hi r o s h i , ô- t t t t t ; t he f i r s t  o f  t ho s e bor n h er e , who was t h e 

o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s 

l eader  o f  o ur  gang . e d i e &/ a t  t he age o f  t went y - one o r  t wo a f t e r  

s ev er a l  y ea r s o f  i l l n e s s , but  when I  f i r s t  k new h i m, he was a k een-

mi nded and p h y s i c a l l y s t r ong and a g i l e f e l l o w s i x 3 êar s my s e n i o r . 

The Ha s h i g u c h i  boy s wer e a ouac k - t emper ed l o t , exc ep t  f o r  H i r o s h i , 

who wer e i n c l i n ed t o s e t t l e t h e i r  i s s u es i n p h y s i c a l  c ombat , but  

H i r o s h i  was t he one per s o n who c o u l d c o nt r o l  t h e b r o t h er s wi t h a 

f ew wo r ds o f  command. I  t h i nk i st  a l l  o f  us r es p ec t ed hi m and l o o k ed 

t o h i m f o r  l eader s h i p - - t o me he seemed a k i nd o f  s h i n i n g her o . T her e and s o undnes s 

was a c e r t a i n s o l i d i t y / t o h i s c h a r ac t e r  and j udgement , he a l way s seem-

ed t o k now t he mos t  i n t e r es t i n g games t o p l a y , and i t  seemed t o me 

t h a t  he c oul d do any t h i ng and do eac h o f  t hem we l l . I  am s ur e t hat  

h i s i l l n e s s and d ea t h was an i r r ep a r a b l e l o s s t o t he f a mi l y . He 

had a st j :- ai ght  " A " r ec o r d i n h i g h s c ho o l  u n t i l  he had t o dr op out  

be f o r e h i s s en i o r  y e a r . The f o u r t h s o n, Sh i r o (mean i ng f o u r t h b o y ) , 

was a o u i e t , u n aggr es s i v e p er s o n , who s e p e r s o n a l i t y seemed compl et e-

l y o v er s hado wed by t h e b r i l l i a n c e o f  h i s o l de r  b r o t h e r . l i e wo u l d 

do ev er y t h i ng t hat  H i r o s h i  d i d , but  a l way s wi t h l e s s f i n a l i t y and 

i n a l es s e r  d eg r ee . The one t hi n?? abo ut  h i m t hat  i mpr es s ed me as 

a c h i l d was h i s l e f t - h an dedn es s : i t  was f a s c i n a t i n g t o wat c h hi m 

b a t , t hr o w, o r  k i c k a f o o t b a l l  f r o m t he l e f t  s i d e . Then t h er e was 

Shugo who was a y ea r  and t h r ee mont hs o l de r  t han I , who gr ew t o be 

t he b i gges t  boy i n t he f a mi l y . Ne i g h b o r s k new hi m as a mi s c h i ev o us 

bo y who s omet i mes b u l l i e d and har r as s ed g i r l s , as we l l  as t he c o ho r t  
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o f  

/ s ma l l e r  boy s who t r a i l e d h i m and o v er  whom he mai n t a i ned l e a d e r s h i p . 

Shu~o (meani ng f i f t h s on) ex c e l l ed i n c o mpet i t i v e games and s p o r t s 

p r i n c i p a l l y "because o f  h i s v i o l e n t l y c o mpet i t i v e s p i r i t  and a good 

hand- eyes c o o r d i n a t i o n , f i e hat ed t o l o s e and h i s qu i c k t emper  

c oul d be ar o us ed by t he s l i g h t e s t  i r r i t a t i o n . I  .y au n t , Mr s . Has h i -

g u c h i , us ed t o t e l l  mot her  t hat  s he c o u l d n ' t  under s t and why I  

woul d f o l l o w hi m ar o und l i k e a f a i t h f u l  dog when Shugo was a l way s 

b u l l y i n g and mi s t r ea t i n g me. "But  i t  i s t r ue t hat  I  t r i ed t o f o l l o w 

Shugo i n ev er y t h i ng he d i d , and g e n e r a l l y l o o k ed t o h i m f o r  i deas 

o f  t h i ngs t o do . Ha l f  a y ear  y o unger  t han, my s el f  was Mut s uo (mean-

i ng s i x t h son) who was o v er s hado wed by h i s mor e c apab l e and b r i l -

l i an t  o l d e r  b r o t h er , Shugo . De s p i t e t he f ac t  t h a t  Mut s uo was much 

c l o s er  t o my age t han Shugo , I  must  hav e p r a c t i c a l l y i gno r ed h i m 

as a c h i l d f o r  al mo s t  ever j t̂ hi ng I  d i d t ended t o be wi t h Shugo . t he Ha s h i g u c h i s 

I  was al mos t  as much at  home at /xBEt e as 1 was at  my own home. 

I l l p/as an o l d s i n g l e f r s c w s t o r ey f r ame b u i l d i n g wi t h o n l y t wo bed-

r ooms f o r  a f ami l y o f  e i g h t . Shugo ar Td Mut s uo s l ep t  on a wa l l -

bed i n t he p a r l o r , E i r o s h i  and Sh i r o had t wo s i n g l e beds i n a s mal l  

r oom o f f  t he p a r l o r , I l r . and l i r s . Has h i gu c h i  s l ep t  i n t he l a r g es t  

bedr o o m as d i d t he t wo y o unges t  bo y s , Nas uo ( s ev en t h son) and Hac h i -

r o (meani ng e i gh t h s o n ) . T h e i r  k i t c h en had l i t t l e s un l i gh t  and 

i t  was da r k l y p a i n t ed so t h a t  I  c o ul d n ev er  n u i t e t h i n k o f  i t  as a 

s omewher e i n t hat  h a l f  l i gh t ed k i t c h e n 

k i t c h e n , but / my aunt  was a l way s bak i ng a p e c u l i a r l y t a s t y k i n d o f  

c o o k i es f o r  t he boj r s and I  was a l way s h o p e f u l  o f  g e t t i n g a s har e . 

The f u r n i t u r e was o l d and we l l  wo r n , t he r ooms wer e g e n e r a l l y c l ut -

t er ed wi t h s p o r t i n g x s s x̂ equ i pment s and t h e o v er f l o w o f  ho us eho l d 

f o o ds t hat  c o ul d no t  be c r owded i nt o t he nar r o w c l o s e t s , and t he 

r ooms l ac k ed t he a i r  o f  c omf o r t  and n ea t n es s t hat  one ex p ec t s i n 


