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ate for Shig

Shiz is & conservative by nature, although he has 8 cles
sense of right and wrong snd Kis fﬂlrmlﬂdcd in politicel uqfte By
His congervetiem shows throueh in matters such aeg bling dates,
Day before yesterday, his friend, Ray Echigoshime in St. Lovis,
cent a specisl delivery letter acking Shig to meet a Gladys

ida, who hed beer living with the Echigoshime®s in St. Louis,
the station. Rey spoke rsther well of Gladys, de:crland her
a nice girl to know, and apparently wished to have Shig meet
The letter arrived several hours asfter the time she
so the only slternative wass to call her at the Y hﬂT
she's staying and injuire whether he couwld 46 snything
We invited her to dinner for tonight

ntic, end while he balks at the idea of blind
I believe he got some pleasure O“t of won-
he 1ittle adventure with this girl whom he'd never
S sensitiva to beauty and guaelity, and I suppose he
she might turn out to be one of those dreem girls, but
he was disappointed to find that she is only an ordinsry
sei girl. She looks heglthy but is too kik to pgive a stream-
fect; she talks with e slightly Jepenese sceent; she lacks
grm and depth of personelity thet Shieg would desire in & girl,
ther worde, Shig ssks £or a great deal in sny girl., Altho ugh
twenty-seven, he's never a;- serious interest in any
, and Miehi wonders if he's going to turn out a peremnial
elor.

L
-

n o
e's
pirl
ac

=

4]

We gsked Gladys about the Echigoshime's
flom Seattle. Gledys became acqueinted
;llur vhen they lived in the a;me i nli's
octon U. and when Msrgsret's parents relocs
QJPItHEQt dye moved in with them. MWM=rge
towsrd & law degree while at the Univ, of Weshington in
d this work at St. Louis. According to
, en ieto & large law firm and has bher owm
ice room in this compsny's office., The staff of lawyers use
common pool of stences snd clerks. Margsret is spperently doing
well there., Bu 16 mt of interest is the msnner in whéch
got the job. 2ldy »; of this, "The professor tesching
income tax lsws beca: in sted in Wﬂrpo?ﬂf ﬁnd particulsrly
likedthe finel e which she wrote for him. He happened to be
one of the broth n partnership are the hesds of this
law firm, snd guess recommendstion had a lot to do with
getting Mergaret olqccd She was competing with other women
for the position, but she got it all right. She wag fortunaste
to have met this "rticulqr professor. T he funny part of it is
thaet toth she and I might have met st Northwestern Univereity in-
stead of at Washington U. becsuse we both thought of going there
instesd. My spplication at Northwestern was rejected because they
said the Navsel Training school was so close to the building where
the btusiness school 1 locsted tbet they didn't think it wise to
have me there, If llsrgsret rad powe to Northwestern toc, she migh
not have got into $n} law firm,
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The case illustrates well the part played by the element
of chance in determing personsl casreers. Chihbtro Kikuchi was
just telling vs the other dsy sbout the sheer luck by which
happened to get the tesching position at Heverford College,
Of couvrse, both these individvals are capable and aggressive,
snd it is possible that mhey might have found suitable positions
elsewhere regardless of chance meetings with individvals who
would tske an interest in them snd promote them. ind it msy
be true that in the long rvn view, fﬂctors other than chance
are more inflventigl in lttermlﬂ ing personal careers., But
there still remains the .albillty that g girl like Margaret
might have become dis bubIGFCG by the inability to find any vposi-
tion fitted to her treining, snd that she might have turned to
other interests before she got herself plsced in a law firm.
Personal choice enters in to create an indeterminmaey sbount social
processes, although this does not preclude s science of goclal
processes sinee it is still possible for major ;socisl influences
to alter the course of history. determ{ﬂable

For the nis there is a2 moral in these stories.
their 1'tacts with individuals who mieht help
i bility of their gaining opportunities

vigi ted L;” mother st Grens about & menth sgo.
ﬁhlch we 've slwsay Lol red one of the guieter
1nw T° h 4 :t@::, il ry much disturbed over
:blcm. Seid she, "All the issel are
sons going into the Army. There were
WLO Wer e removed o Tule Lske while I was there
in the family refused to sppear for pre-inducs
I didn't like the feeling in camp at all, - For
high school students wouvld talk right back at the
they showed no respeet for him whatsoever.. They
an election for stuwdent body officers, but the
were nominated for the offices each declined the
nominstion because they didn't want to sssume the responsibilities
and gave one excuse or snother to get. ovt. The high school tamcn-
ers were 1 exespersted, and they ~a15 that if the students
Gidn't went student body officers, they couldn't have class of-
ficers eithe That kind of crested a problﬁm, becsuse they were
nlanning s nior~-Senior Prom ghat at the time. BEven these high
school stud rgue just like their parents; you can slmost
hear the pare 8 in the kinde of erguments they use.
Loys who redusting from high sbhool were saying
rather o +m ske than tw be drafted; they don
reglize what Tkew caying

Gladys mentioned that there had been s "Chicago Trai
special cosch for evacuees from Gransda to Chiesgo, ot*rcreo
the main train on one oeccasion. I had heard of one of these
"Jim Crow" cars for resettlers down in Arkensas, but I hadn't
heard of one from Gransada.
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We go ] ) £ sion of Btas while talking about the
charecteristics o3 g egion in which she lived down ground ko~
desto, Cs 24} % he visited the Delta region of the
Lower Sacrement end was svrprised to find T]Ltle [&pﬁﬂciﬁ ¢com=
munities that were so iap&ntuv, they seemed like Jspenese villages
in Japan., “There used to be & lot of t=lk sbout the sround
where I lived. It would come up especiglly when the:
marrisge iﬂvolvcd between two individuvale who didn't
other'e be spee is v if one of them came from

“hl’ﬂ everLo~v seid waes sn ets ¥illsge. I
nts et Berkeley, San Francis Tsco J.C., and
would :1_.t.f-gc]e evenings heving s bwl’ session
d to talk sbout it. know because
to my father and mother sk them abovt
wanted to know because they had discus-
Everybtody around our pl=sce said that there
That was L“MMGHTW Lnovy In Modesto,
“1or1ﬂ with Livincstone. At Living=-
eulotr of the snegse-Americen Nes in San i‘rrﬂm._c:o
bought some ~“' and sugzgested thet Japanese who “isﬁed
it might use it ? hey developed & kind of coopserstive
c~;;141c all Christeins, and got along very well."
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Buddhiste, and
you generelly find
Americanized then the Budhhists.
gtrict with the 111dren, wouldn't
out dancing or anything, but now tkat the
: ont to dances. rWeﬂ ‘I went to qzaneda,
funny being smong all Japanese, but the people
rovc qnd other places srﬁund the Delts didn‘t
of it. They grew up in schools thatl
slweye all Japsnese, while I went to a
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people sre scattering, though, I think
rery importent sny more Dr”\'re no 10n
ertain communities like Granudu. When pec
like Deyton, Milwauvkee, and so oOn, POtOd
beckground ig, an kids will just get mer-
grticle in Hesrper's which said that Walter
I never hesrd about it before bsck home,
s funny thing happened. They wanted
, but the W.R.A, couldn't get anybody
n't like to work at butfhering or at shoe
to handle leather (btoth of these
i as eta occupations). They had to
thp the cattle up leg Mountain. I guess the peorle pre-
ferred to go without meat rather thsn butcher."
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Gladys is trying to get in the Economic Geogrpahy department
e Univers 1t3 of Chicago. When she msde her application et
gen of Admissions, they told her that she wovld first have
et the Army-Nay clesrance, which she dcesn't have yet. iWhen
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she was here before, the University of C hicago declared they
would take her, ut she wag Just finishing her B,A., degree st
Washington U, and didn't wish to leave there beflore she got the
degree. About Jenuary 3, 1944, the Student Relocation Couvnecil
wired her to go to Chicago immediately because the school had
been openeddto nisei, but she couldn't leave at the time since
they were in the last weeks of the gemester. Miss Widkham at
the Admissions office told her that they did tske about sewen
ight nis students right after they were informed that the
ity open to sdmission of nigcei, but they didn't know

at clegrance was rejuired. Now they've closed down

ppixubnt has his clesrsnce, Gladys hopes that she
clearance in the near future., ©She plasns to work
l” -: .Al ox LL(\‘
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Another Sundsy

I wondered if this would be another gquiet Sunday of sit-
ting around at home taking things easy. We had hardly finished
"brunch" when Mergie Abe called to ask if we wouldn't care to
come over in the evening to visit with some of their friends
who were dropping in at their place. They were giving & party
for Morris's brother, Harry, who is in the army, snd for WKargie's
sister, Sally, who is visiting from St. Paul where she is in
a nurses training school. I was settling down to a little work
when Tom Okabe brought Al Morioks in.

Al Gets s Farm

Al Morioka, whom we first met at Tule Lake, comes from
Sacramento and was training for dentistry before the war. We
got to know him through the Young People's Christiéan group in
which he was jquite active, snd because Kaz and Nobu, and others
like Tom Uyeno and his wife, were 4l's friends. In camp, I had
heard thet Al was extremely bitter sbout the evaumuation because
his family had lost everything as a consequence of it and his
father and brother had been interned without, what they con-
sidered, sufficient cause. I had the impression, in fact, that
Al was going to register "No" on the questionnaire on loyslty,
but apparently he'd come through since his family left Tule.

When Al visited us last, stout one month ago, he had been
scouting sll around the Middle West--Michigan, Ohio, Illinois,
lowa,~-~for some kind of a farm that he and his friend, Hiroshi
Kaneko, could operate. He was gnxious to find something very
soon for it would be a means of gaining occupational deferment.
He told us then, "I've been travelling around quite & bit look-
ing for some decent place to start a farm, but it's pretty hard
to find anything because you've got to take account of all the
angles. Even if you get a farm, unless the people accept you,
there's a lot of trouble shead because you can't buek a com-
munity. You have to be able to seRl your products, and get
people's cooperation in meintéining the farm. I liked Michigan
the pest of sall the places I saw. The eastern part is no good,
but there's one strip of area just east of the lake where the
soil is very fertile and there are some very good farms for
truck gardening. Thehakujin farmers out there don't know how
to farm. Boy, if a group of nihonjin could go in there, they'd
clean up because the land is very fertile. It's close to the
market too. I'm going to buy myself a station wagon so that I
can travel around by car. That's the only way you casn get
around the country, and I want to go up toward #isconsin and
Minnesota and look around & bit too."

Al didn't buy s station wagon, obut he apparently went back
to Michigsn and closed a deal. He ssid, "I just got bsck from
Michigan. I'm stopping at the Y Hotel. I rented a forty scre
farm up there about a hundred miles from here. It's a beautiful
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country; you'll have to come up and visit us. I belleve the owner
of this land owns a lot of other farms, and he rents them out

on a share crop basis. Le wants us to grow beets this summer

for a camnery contract, and next year maybe we'll go into some
cabbage. The soil is very good. I'm only renting the land; it's
almost impossible to buy any lend now. I didn't have any trouble
talking to the owner, snd he didn't hasve any objeetion to our
renting from him. I don't think we'll have any trouble with the
people sround there either. There are already one or two other
Japanese families fsrming up there, and they seem to get along
all right. The people have got to know them, and they've prob-
ably become used to seeing Japanese around. Once people get to
know you, there's no trouble. They're short on farm lsbor any-
way, SO they're glsd to get somebody to work the farms for them."

"Phe trouble comes when toc many Japanese g0 into one place.
Thet happened down in Delaware. I heard that one farmer tried
to bring in about thirty nihonjin to work on his farm, and the
people around immediastely objected. When the Japanese become
too noticeable, the people around are bound to object. And you
can't get snywhere by antagonizing the people of the community,"

"Looking around this country, I've found that there sare
lots of opportunities for cooperstive farming if the nisei would
only get together. The haskujin fsrmers really don't know very
much sbout scientific farming, and if nisei farmers applied
their knowledge and ability, they could really clean up. I've
talked to a 1ot of nisei sbout it, but they're all too individu-
slistic and you can't get them to cooperate. 7You can tell right
away what thejr attitude is. I mention cooperative farming, and
those with any interest and iniative will respond, but most of
them find one excuse or snother anmd back away fromthe suggestion.
You have to have iniative to get anywhere in this world, but
that's the one thing the nisei seem to lack.”

"Hiroshi Kaneko was the only one who took me up on the
idea, and we're suppose to go in on this thing together. Uy
brother who's down in Napierville right now is going to join
us too. But I don't know what Hiroshi's intentions are. While
I was in Michigan, he was here, and now that I'm back, he's
out somewhere in Michigan. I haven't seen him for over a month.
I gathered that he was uncertain of what to do because of the
draft, snd, besideg, he's looking around for a farm now with
his father., I almost rented another farm because I thoueht
Hireshi was coming in with me, but when he seemed undecided,

I decided not to take an extra farm because we wouldn't be
able to handle it."

"If things go right, I'd like to expand this farm, because
the owner has a 1ot of unused land right next to our farm. It
all depends on how things work out, but there are possibilities
there. Ah, the country's besutiful--rolling hills with a lot
of clean air and green trees and grass--it's not like Chicago.
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"There's a science to farming, but the hakujin farmers
don't seem to pay any attention to it. For instance, I saw
some farmers pruning in their orchards, and I noticed that they
were just cutting without any regard for the growth ¢f the tree.
I asked them why they pruned the way they did, but they didn't
heve any reason for it., Their idea was simply that the tree
had to be pruned., But there sre certain ways of pruning so
that you can get the vest fruits out of s tree, and get the
most out of them. If you watch a tree during a season, you
can tell which branches carry the best fruit. You remember
them and try to save those. A4And then you have to prune so
that you get sunshine inside the tree. 3You take account of
the way the sun moves during the season, snd the direction of
the wind. If you get sunshine in the center of the tree as
well as on the outside, you can get some of the finest gruits
in the middle. But the hskujin farmers just trim their tress
round, and the center is bare of leaves or fruits. O0f course,
when you trim to get the sun, if you cut too much the sun will
secorch the branches, but you have to see thst the leaves kind
of shade the breanches. You can do all that if you know how.
Oh, there are all kinds of tricks sbout farming thst you can
get only by experience,"

"All the Michigan orchards have trees that go straight
up with very slender trunks. I don't knowwhether youthought
of it but when the trunk is slender the nutrients won't go up
to the brenches. That's why you should grow the tree so that
thetrunk is ©road and it will carry themost nutrients up the
tree. In order to do that you cut the branches short so that
the tree will grow broad. But the hakujin farmers all let
their trees grow straight upward. If they knew how to prune
their trees they certainly would get some fine fruit up there.

"There are lots of opportunities for the nisei if they'd
only look around and see what they could do. You know the
thing about democrscy is that an individusl can develop in the
way he wants to without government interference. If he's got
initiative and ideas, sn individual can get somewhere in a
democracy. That's why I don't think I will get in where the
government is dictatoriasl.

"I spent a lot of money traveling around and looking for a
farm. You have to g be careful of the kind of place you get,,
because jyou have to take into conéideration a lot of factors
when you start a farm. It costs plenty living outside and when
I went back to camp and my dad saw my @eflated bank account, he
wanted to know wihat I1'd been doing a8ll this time. I guess he
wondered how I'd used up so much money so fast, but it takes a
1ot of money and patience to locate s farm.

"My father was pretty bitter when he was interned after the
outbreak of war. I had to go down to Santa Fe and argue with
him and tell him not to be so stuvbborn because it wouldn't get
him anywhere unless he changed his attitude. When evscuation
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came my father lost everything he'd worked to build over 20
years. I couldn't blame him for being stubborn and bitter after
that. Still I told him to soft pedal his ideas vecause we
wanted him out and I talked to him quite a vit avout it. I
guess he thought it over after I left because at the next hear-
ing he managed to get himself cleared. He's with my mother and
family in Granada now. You see, at the time evacuation came,
we had quite a 1ot of land under lease. We only owned 50 acres
but we were renting quite a bit more. When you're in vusiness,
you have to do things on a credit basis. You borrow money and
you lend money; that's the way you mske things go. We were
living in the white zone and the evacustion came very suddenly
for us. Immediately after the news got out all his creditors
came around to collect from him and threatened him with law
suits if he didn't pay up. On the other hand, there was no way
of collecting from the mpeople who owed us money. The way
things were, no lawyers would take up ouvr case for us. Becamse
the evacuation hit us so suddenly, we couldn't settle our
accounts fast enough., We had acres of tomato bushes. Thege
were about so high and we already had round fruits sbout the
size of a dollar. If the evacuation had come two months later
everytning would have been all right but the way it was, we had
to leave it and couldn't stay to harvest. Of course, we had
some hakujin tske over the farm after us on a contraét basis.
But he said later on that he couldn't get any help =nd couldn't
harvest the field. He slipped out from under the contract in
that way. The crops went to rot and we lost everything. I
know that a lot of farmers in the neighboring area lost money
that way. There were a lot of people living 1n ward 5 at Tule
Lake who were caught in the same way. And it's possible that
the reason they were so vitter was because of this fact.

"I'd 1ike to bring my folks out from the camp but now that
they've cut out seasonal leaves, I don't know if it's a good
idea. The only thing my father caen do is to farm. But there's
no work for him in the winter time and he'd have to go back to
camp. I'd like to see them out but with the uncertainties
right now, I'm not sure what's the best plan. Oh, we've got a
little 1eft from what we had-before but it wouldn't last very
long if all the family were out. My older brother is still
down at Crystal City and his wife and children went to join
him, I told him to come out too. But he figured that Crystal
City was comfortable enough for him and he preferred to stay
there. The place is a 1ot 2ike a relocation center although
they've got stricter supervision and things like censorship of
mail. I think he ought to come out with his family but there’s
no use srguing with him.-

"When we were still back on the west coast, I had an idea
of expanding our business. 1 figured that we might start a
grocery store to sell our own products. We could also have a
dairy to produce dairy products and I even thought that we
might graze cattle to get out own meat., We would have had a
self-sufficient farm. That's the only way to make money now
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because you control both the producing and the selling end. For
example, if I were starting a restaurant here, I'd try to work
it that way. But 8ll those dreams are shot. Oh, I might do it
later on if things work out right, but it takes a lot of money
and we don't have it now.

"I feel sorry for the people in Tule Lake. Those nisei
back there don't seem to realize what they're gétting into.
They Tre going to have s hell of g time if they go to Japan and
it's not going to be as easy as they think. I was surprised
one day at the time of registration when Alice Mseda, Seibo
Fujii and another girl tried to tell me that I was a fool for
registering., They were trying to tell me what a swell time
they were going to have in Japan., T There was no use arguing
with them because they were convinced that they were right,

I was surprised at Seiwo because I always thought he was a
pretty intelligent fellow. I came out late you remember, just
before the Tule lLake riot started last fall. Boy, did the
people make it tough for me. They told me I was a fool for
going out and they threatened us if we left camp. When I was
down at Ssnta fe, I telked to some of the men down there and
they said the same thing 1 thought. They said that the issei
might te able to tske it but that Japsn was no place for the
niséi. They said I was wise to hasve left Tule Lake. The men
who were interned were the real leaders of the community snd
they heve & broader understanding of what this is all avout.
It's too ved that they were all interned because the reloca-
tion centers might have veen different if they had tne leader=
ship of these men. When you go to Santa Fe, you can't get
inside the camp but you see the people at an interview room.
There jyjou can taslk to anyone and you're left alone. There
were quite a few people in the room talking to theinternees
when I visited the camp.

"I'm going to start work tomorrow in s steel factory. The
farm work doesn't start until May snd I've gzot to make some
money in the mesn time. The place is somewhere out on Kedzie
and I'm supposed to work on the night shift from & o'clock.
It's going to cost a 1ot of money living st the 'Y' but it's
convenient there because you've got all the facilities like
daundry and varbershop. There certainly are s lot of Nihonjin
at the 'Y' now and 1 even noticed quite a few issei sround the
place. I've seen some of them with their families and child-
ren. No, I haven't met any of the girls there; if you talk to
them, they look at you as if you were a wolf.,

"Oh, I've met girls here and there but I don't think I'1ll
get married. They 8ll run away from me when they see me. LOOk
how think I'm getting up here (indicating his hair line). My
folks are getting worried and they've been writing to me about
getting married. Every now and then they ask me sbout this
girl or that and I tell them that 1 don't 1like them. They say
I'm too particular and I guessl am.
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Tom Okabe

Tom, who has been doing research on rubber in one of the
plants here in Chicago, received 2-A classification at the re-
quest of his boss. Said he, "My boss sent an application to
the state selective service board along with several other
people working inthe laboratory. The Illinois state setlective
service committee spproved a 2-A classification for me, and
the local board in Washington asutomatically granted me the
classification. I think that' s the way it works. When a
state board approves occupational deferment, the loecal bosard
more or less sutomatically grants the request. I'll be safe
until August 18 snywsy, and the boss said that he'd put in
another application for deferment for me at least a month
ahead of the time the question comes up agsinsg"

"I was given my first real sssignment at the plant the
other day. We've got a sub-contract to turn out some rubber
for a2 company that's doing defense work. The other company
has been putting pressure on us kecause they've got a war con-
tract that hes to be fulfilled by a certein date, and I guess
they were getting worried about us. They don't know wnything
about rubber, and I guess they were pretty anxious sbout our
slonwess., But last week we got the $hing started, and I think
tomorrow we'll reslly get things under way. But the other day,
the chief chemist told me that I was going to be responsible
for the first batch that was to come out, snd told me to go
downstairs to supervise it."

"I've found that the theoretical work that you get in
college doesn't mean a thing. In the practical situstion,
all kinds of problems arise thst you never consider in the
brosd theoretical discussions in the classroom, and you can
get to know sbout them only through practical experience.
For instance, the other day when I was given the assignment
to turn out the first batch, I went downstsirs and worked with
the men in the factory. Of course, the formen and workers
don't know any chemistry, but they've had a lot of prsctieal
experience working on these things, and they have their own
ideas. Handling these workers and foremen is a part of the
protlem of actuasl production, and you can lesrn sbout these
things only by experience. The type of rubter we were to turn
out that day was something quite new, which the plant had
never hsndled before, and the workers didm't know too much
about it either. I really messed up my first assignment.
We wasted about eighty pounds of rubber vefore we finally got
the thing going. The trouble was the chief chemist went away
on business on that particular dsy, and I had the whole responsi-
bility for the job. Gee, I really messed things up. We'd tried
the thing out on a small scale in the laborstory, but when you
do things on g small scale, you have much better control over
varisble factors and its easy to do. When we got downstairs,
however, everything seemed to go wrong."
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"Theoretical work doesn't mesn a thing when you get into
practical production. You hsve to anticipate all kinds of prob-
lems in production that never crop up in the laboratory. Right
now we have a 10t of college trained nisei in engineering and
scientific research, but it's going to tske a little while be-
fore they'll be experienced enough to become resally full-fledged
engineers.,"

Today, Tom was both a little disheartened and little en-
courageé by the experience of his first assignment at his shop
during the past week. He kept harping over and over on the
difference between theoretical training and practical experience,
end it was quite evident that he had been considerably impress-
ed by his lesson of the past week. Iver since he took the job
at this plant, Tom hss been discouraged by the fact that he
wasn't getting anywhere very fast since he was given only very
routine work that he described as, "something any high school
graduate with a little ingenuity could do." Tom's view today
was something of s change over his past view of his jov. Hben
I asked him, "Don't you think that, spart from any discrimination,
slot of young engineers have to do a great deal of rather rou-
tine work before they're given real sssignements. That ig; 1f
you stick sround in a company for s while, they'll give you
real jgbs to do when they see that you can handle the easier
tasks.

TPom replied, "I think that's right. I think any young
engineer has to stay with a company for a while so that his voss
cen find out what his capabilities sre. I don't think it's al-
ways a matter of discrimination. I reslize that I really don't
know anything yet about real production, and that I've got a lot
to learn by staying at my present job. I think I have oppor-
tunities where I am, snd the field of rubber and plastidés has
g future to it."

The Party at Morris Abe's

Welking over to Morris and Matge's place, which is only
around the pleck from our apartment, Michi snd I deciéed that
we should leave around ten-thirty so that Michi could get rest-
ed up for the week shead. We didn't anticipate the kind of
party that the thing turned out to be.

Morris and Msrge moved again to a new apartment during the
past month, snd this was the first time we were seeing their
new place. When they first arrived in Chikagd, they stopped
at the Brethren Hostel on the West Side. In looking for a
place, they hunted around the West Side, and unfortunstely
found nothing satisfactory. In desperation, they took a
place near Garfield Park st about 3300 West Walnut St. in
s rather unsttractive area. They had only one small room and
a very small and narrow room for s kitchen. They had a lot
of trouble wecause of bedbugs, lack of a refrigerator except
one to hold ice which constantly overflowed snd caused mibg
smears on the hallwgy wall below, and several other handicaps
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that msde of the ppartment s very ppor living quarter. Shortly
after their arrivsl in Chicago, Marge's Pregnancy begsn to show
and she quit work. Being confined at home, Margie was more
demoarlized than ever although she seemed to complsin little

to outsiders. She's a sweet girl. However, sll during the past
Summer, Morris snd Kumeo hunted for s house or apartment large
enought to take their two families. Morris and lMlarge had to have
another place because their landlady would not have s baby around
the place, and they wanted s bigger place snyhow, They met with
Plenty of disappointments in their house hunt, slthough Morris

is a pretty carefree fellow and never seemed entirely downed

by his difficulties.

Last fall, they finally moved to an apartment at B117 South
Ellis, around the block from us. They immediately had trouble
with bedgugs again, but the apartment was an improvement over
the one they had before. When the baby came, however, it im-
mediately was evident thst they needed a bigger place. There
was only one room, a kitchen, and a bathroom, but nox kitchen
sink. They had tried to get something bigger, but hsd feiled
and had taken the spartment as s compromise. In January, one
of the larger apartments in the same building opened up, and
the Abe's moved there, They probably stayed at this new apart-
ment only a month or S§0, when their present spartment opened
up, and they moved there.

The new apartment is a deciéed improvement over what they
had before. 1It's nothing unusuwal by any means. But they have
a large living room into which one enters from the hallway,

a good enough kitchen, a bedroom off the kitchen, and s large
closte and a large pantry. One thing that must have rejoiced
Margie was the frigidaire. She'd suffered all last summer
without an electric refribgerator, and this was a decided im-
provement. They had no bathroom ss in their former place,
but they have one off their apartment and is used by only a
couple of families, I'm sure that Marge's morale has been
considerebly improved by their new Place. She says that the
landlagy is a very nice person, and they now hsve a bedroom
where the baby can rest undistrubed.

#hen we arrived, Nobrou Honda and his wife, who were visit-
ing from Desplaines, were Just leaving. They said they hsad a
long ride back to their home, snd they had to get bagkearly
since they work fmom early in the morning., Noboru is an ex~-
ceptionally intelligent fellow whom we met in Tule Lake, has
the poise and appearsnce of s college trained man, but he never
went beyond the eigth grade in grammar school. Kumeo said to
us later, "Gee, it's really too bad that Noboru never finished
grammar school. Gosh, you'd never know that he wasn't a college
graduate. That's what I thought he was. Noboru regrets now
that he didn't finish grammar school because he feels he'd
like to go to college now, but he can't without a high school
diploma, It's too bsd because he's really a very capable man,"
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A Nisei @sthering

Within the next hour or so, between eight-thirty to nine-
thirty, sbout fifteen or twenty people came in., Most of them
were from Portland, Harry Ave's friends since the party was
for him. As Kumeo said, "I hsven't seen as many nisei gathered
in one place f&8x in the last three or four months." The liv-
ing room, as lsrge as it was, was pretty crowded by the time
all the people gathered. Morris apparently wanted to do the
party in style for his brother, and really cesalled out sll his
fixnedsy friends. I can't remember all the names of the people,
but the list was something like the following:

l. Morris Abe 16, Perry M-ori
2. Margie Abe an. Masuyams (male)
2. Harry Abe 18. Jack Shiozaki
4, Davis Abe 19, Mrs. Jd_mck Shioshkki
5. Mae Abe 20. Msry Lucy Nskamura
6. Sally Kawssaki 21. George Nakamura
7. Kumeo Yoshinari 28. Hatamiys (male)
8. Al Morioksa 23, Hsra (male)
9. Tom Okabe 24, Another nisei girl.

10. Rose Oksabe

11, Michiko Miysmoto

12, Frank Miyamoto

13. Reiko Asumsno

14,

15. Rose Katagiri

I knew only about half the people present; the others, I
met at the party. Most of them were younger than myself, most
of them being around twenty-two to twenty-five years of age.
The main subject of conversation all evening was concerning
the draft. Larry Abe was the only enlisted man present, and
he functioned as an advisor to the rest of the people, telling
them of the ins and outs in army life. Most of the fellows
present seemed primarily concerned to know when they would be
drafted so that they might plan their future accordingly.

The Problem of the Draft

Harry, Kumeo and I got into s discussion sbout the draft.
Kum's younger brother is in the same camp with Harry, and they
were talking about mutusl matters of interest.

Kumeo: "Frank, do you think that this nisei induction is to set
the background for removing the exelusion law?"

Myself: "Well, personally, I don' t thin there's any direct con-

nection, but I'm sure that Myer has the idea of having the restric-
tion removed.in mind."

Kumeo: "That's the way I figure. When Myer and Glick were in
Tule Lake, once, they were saying that they had very strong hopes
that the restriction of Japanese from the Pacific Coast might be
lifted. In fact, Glick msde it pretty plain that they were work-
ing on it., I think, though, that a lot of things have kind of
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wrecked their plans many times. I remember that it was just
before DeWitt made his statement avout "Japs a Jap" that the
WR.A., was pretty hopefull about getting the ban lifted. It
seems to me that they were planning to have the ban 1ifted
when DeWitt bungled things by making his statement. Unless
the government has in mind that they're going to 1ift the
restriction, I don't see any reason why we should be drafted.
The local boards back home get the benefit of having us on
their quota when we get drafted., Unless the West Coast is
opened up to us again, it's as if we were fighting for them
rather than for ourselves. I don't mind going in there with
the chence of losing my life as long as I'm fighting for somes
thing worth while, but I'11l be damned if I m going to taske
the chance just to mske it easy for somebody else."

Myself: "I believe that right now there isn't any constitutional
justification for continuing the exclusion of the Japenese

from the Pacific Coast, especially of the citizen, and I imagine
that if & nisei were to go back there todsy and start a test
case on the guestion, the Supreme Court would now have to grant
that there's no reason for continuing the restriction against
the xmg% exclusion of the Japenese,"

Kumeo: "There's this Korematsu case coming up. I wonder how
that'll come out? Jeez, they'd better let us go back to the
West Coast if we get drafted. Otherwise, they'd be pulling

the dirtiest kind of a deal on us."

"I haven't received my 1-A classification yet, but I'm
going to write to my board in Hood River to find out what my
status is. I want to find out before they suddenly send me
a notice. Anyway, I want to know where I stand so that I can
plan for the future. I've been planning to bring my wife and
kids out, but now that the drasft is here, I don't know just
what I should do. If I'm going to get drafted, there's no
sense in having them out right now. Still, I don't want to
leave them in camp. I want to go back to camp to talk things
over with my brother-in~law, and see if I can't get him and
his wife to come out, too. I'm going to ask for a deferment
until I cen get things straightened out. That's why I'm not
intending to have my local board transferred to Chicago. I
figure that the people bsck there know me, and that I'd have
a better chance of getting a deferment if I wrote to them than
if I talked to people here.,"

Herry: "I think you guys worry too much sbout the draft." ‘

Kumeo and myself: "It's not that we're worrying about the draft,
I don't care whether I get drafted or not. If we have to go
we'll go. DBut I want to know where I etand so that I can plan
accordingly."

Myself: "I feel that, as far as the nisei's future in this

country is concerned, it would be the wise thing for us to
have had some record in the Army,"

Kumeo: "That's the way I think, too. I feel it's going to be
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impor tant to the nisei that they have some kind of service
record to show after the war. That's why I want to go into
the army when I can get my affairs straightened out so thsat
the family can take care of itself while I'm away. I want

to have some ground to stand on after the war, and I figure
that if the Caucasians try to discriminate against us, I'll
be able to stand right up to them and throw my service record
in their face if they say anythings."

"I think that when the nisei get drafted, they ought to
protest the exclusion. That's what I plan to do. When a man
in uvniform says anything, they won't be able to say snything
against us. Xfter all, we'll have shown that we're absolutely
loyal, and even willing to give our lives for this country if
need be. Yeah, I saw that article by the Kent Chief of Police
in reply to Jack “ori's letter. The guy's crazy."

Harry: "I think it811 be impor tant that the nisei have some
service record behind them. The nisei combat unit in Italy
have been getting plenty of publicity, snd I think it affects
the thinking of the people. A bstgllion is s pretty small
outfit, but the 100th has got almost as much publicity as

some divisions do. I don't think the 100th is that good.

Even the 442nd has been getting a lot of publicity, but we're
not as good as they say we are, st leest the way I look at. it,

Kumeo"How's the feeling between the mainlanders and the Hawaiians
now¢ Is it still bad?"

Harry: "Oh, it's about as it's always been. The Hawsiians still
think the msindsnders have all the non-com positions, snd they
make it tough for anybody from the mainlsnd whose assigned to
boss a bunch of them. That's why a lot of them have turned in
their stripes to become buck privates, because it's a lot of
responsibility to boss guys around, snd it's no fun unless

you can get the guys to cooperate with you. It's the Bawsiians
who always bring up the difference. We never think sbout it
unless they mention it, but they're conscious as hell of the
sectional difference. It gets us, though, when we go into #mo
town sometimes. The people ask us what outfit we belong to,
and we tell them we're from the 442nd. Then they ask us right
away, "Oh, you're Hawaiiasns." The Hawaiians get all the credit
for everything, snd the main landers haven't had a break once,
It'11 be different when the mainlanders are drafted into ser=-
vice. That's why all the mainlsnd fellows who are in there now
want to stey over and join the next cadre. It'll be different
when they come in."

"One thing, I don't think this segregated outfit is a good
thing. They talk about the publicity velue of having sll the
nisei in one unit, &wk and they say it'll maeke more friends of
the nisei that way. But I don' t think that's right. It would
be a lot better if the nisei could fight side by side with the
hskujin, pal around them, snd go through hell and fire with them.
That's the way lasting friendships are made and it's the way
real impressions on the Caucasians are made. It's all right
to get publicity for the 100th or the 442nd, but people will
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forget all about it as soon as the war’'s over, and there won't

be any lesting effect of having fought on the same side. It's
when the nisei mix in with the Caucasians, and the latter get

& chance t0 really know the nisei, know thst they're good fighters,
that the resl value of publicity will come in."

"I heard that they started a petition in Hunt for &he chance
for nisei to join non-segregated units, btut I don't know what
hsppened to that. The nisei really ought to start in petition-
ing for a chance to get into mixed units. The segregated unit
isn't going eny too well down there in Shelby, and it would
be a damned good thing if we could get a lot of nisei mixed in
with the other soldiers. Of course, now that they've got the
100th over in Italy, there's got to be some training units
over here so that they'll hsve replacements. If they cowuld
work out some system so that they'd have a few going into the
segregated units for Xk replacement, and let the rest go in
Just like anybody else, that would be the best plan.#

Kumeo: "How's Mike Masaoka making out down there% He had a chance
to get a desk job in Washington, with a rating of a captain, but
he turned that down, you know,"

Harry: "What? You mesn to tell me he turned down a cpatéins
rating just because he was afraid of what other people might
think of him, What a damn fool. God,od'll bet he's sorry now.
He'd do & lot more good out there in Washington than he's doing
in Shelby. He's onlya publicity man down there; just snother
soldier. Doy, that fellow can talk, and he knows how to get
around, but down in Shelby, he's just wasted. I don't say
that I agree with everything the J.A.C.L. has done, but I
think they've done more for the good of the nisei than most
nisei will admit. Masaoka could do s lot if he were out

where he could meet the important guys and impress them with
the need to give the nisei a chance."

Kumeo: "I guess there are a couple of Lt. Colonels among nisei
now. One of them is the civil engineer from Colorado, a fel-
low named Hirsta isn't it, who helped build the Alcan Eighway.
He's supposed to be a whizz. There's this Dr. Ueyama. I guess
there will be a couple of mzjsxx nisei colnels coming out of
this war.,"

I was impressed by several points in this conversation
concerning the draft., (1) The most obvious fact is the concern
shown by Kumeo of finding out where he stands in the draft clas-
sification. Most of those present at the party were fatalistically
willing to go to the A rmy if they were drafted, although there
were some signs of attemtping to get ouvt of it if possible.
However, the most important wuestion to most of them was re-
garding the time the draft would affect them. I his is rerhaps
natural, for without knowing the future, there is no possibility
of planning for it. &specially in the case of evacuees, the
uncertainty of the drsft is a difficult matter, for without
families stably situatéa somewhere, the alternatives are of

sending family members back to camp if they can't support them-
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S€lVes; r of getting into some occupation that will enable them

to remain out of the Army long enough to establishe their families
on the outside. (£) More important was the discussion brought
up by Harry concerning the advisability of nisei petitioning
for a non-segregated induction of the nisei. Presented with
the convicition of a man who had been serving in a segregated
unit, his argument that the segregated unit, for sll the pub-
licity it gains, doesn't do as much for nisei relations with
Caucasians carries plenty of weaight. Locigally, too, I think
he's quite correct. It's certain that the publicity of today
will be largely lost in the shifting scenes of events by the
time the end of the war arrives. What Wikl remain will be the
memories of individual Caucasian soldiers of men whom they
fought with and lived with., If the nisei were to fight side

by side with the hgkujin, it would certainly establish that
kind of relationship which is most likely to prove a lasting
one. I have thus far had a vague sense of the ineptitude of
the segregated unit, and yet have been unable to crystallize

my arguments against it, but now I feel that I see more clearly
the issue involved. (3) T° “his brings out snother point ex-
tremely important in this Efscuasion, namely, the influence

of individual opinions upon others when circulated in dis-
cussions of this kind. EZspecially is the influence of the
opinions of enlisted men upon the rest of the resettlers of
outstanding interest. When it comes to matters of army 1life,
it is the enlisted nisei who is in a position to advise others,
and the influvence which they're opinion hss upon the nisei

now faced with the draft must be considerable. The nisei
soldiers at Shelby must carry on discussions about all these
matters which are discussed on the outside, and if there is

any uniformity of opinion which the nisei soldiers bring from
Shelby, we may suppose that there would be a certainky uniformity
of opinion about the opinions cieculate& smong the nisei out
here. This is the source of a crystallization of opinion among
nisei resettler gorups. It would be interesting to knmow the
extent of uniformity which there is in the opinion that the
nisei whould be inducted into non-segregated units. If a con-
sldersble discussion of this sort takes place, one might ex-
pect a development of an opinion smong nisei that they'd be
willing to be inducted if they fight in non-segregated units,
but not otherwise, (4) T here is naturally an interest in the
possibility of advancement, and there is a tendency to look

up to, or rather envy, those who gain commissioned ranks.

Here is another element that enters into the future meaning

ff status among nisei. The fellows who gain rankings of colonel,
or medals for distinetion in serviece, will probably gain a
certain smount of status in the nisei world of the future which
they didn't enjoy beddre.

EKumeo: "If I get drafted, the thing I'd like to do is to have
my wife and the family join up with some other fellow's family
when he gets drafted. Nobody can live on a soldier's sllowance,
but if several people could get together, I think they could
make it without working for their living."
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Mary Lucy Nakemurs mentioned that Gordon Hirasbayashi
is now engaged to Floyd Schmoe's daughter, Mary Lucy works
in a beauty shop on South W abash, and works all day S&turday
80 that shéss pretty well sall in by Sunday. She and George
Hakamura are engaged, and everyvody was asking George when he
was planning to get married. George kept evading the juestion,
"Hell, I don't know., With the draft coming up I can't think
‘0of such questions. After the war it's going to be elemen to
one, and there's no sense in my msking one hsappy now, if I
can make eleven happy later." Of course, he was kidding.s

I later talked to George Nakamura, and he told me of his
experiences in getting a Jjob., "It's slmost a year and & half
ag@ since I came out. I stayed for a very short while in camp
at Minidoka, and then I went out on a seasonal to a sugar beet
plant in Idaho. That was seasonal work and I wasn't getting
anywhere s0 I decided I'd get an indefinite leave and go out
to Mt. Calumet near Lansing, Michigan. I was supposed to have
a good job lined up for myself there, but when I got there I
found that the people of the community didn't like the Japanese
s0 I decided to quit that job and come to Chicago."

"When I first came here, there weren't very many nisei

in Chicago, and the people didn't know the nisei. They didn't
know what to make of the nisei, and it was kind of queer hunt-
ing for a job because they had all kinds of queer notions about
us. I started working in one shop as a machinist where they
promised me 65¢ an hour to statt snd a raise of 5¢ an hour each
month for three months. After that it was to be all on my
own, depending on what I could do. Wellgkx after I'd been there
for a couple of week, they boosted my wages to 80¢ an hour right
away, and pretty soon they kept rsising my wages until I was
gettmgﬂ.ls an hour. I was getting along all right, but then

heard of a proposition at General Motors, and after talking t
the people there, they promised me a better job than the one
I had, s0 I signed up with them. When I started work though,
1 found out that they weren't going to give me what they'd prom-
ised, so I decided that I wouldn't work for them."

"When I tried to get my release from them, though, they
wouldn't give it to me, and I was stuck with the company. The
only way 1 could get out was by getting into higher defense.

I finally found the job I'm working at now; it's a 100% defense
fgetory turning out parts for ammy jeeps, and I've been getting
$1%75 an hour there,"

"There were about five or six nisei working there, but all
but three of us got canned by the F.B.I., I work on the night
shift; I go on around 11:00 at night and work straight through
till morning. One night I went on at the regular time and just
got started working when some F.B.I. men came sround and said
they wanted to talk to me, so they took me away to their office.
Jeez, they kept me there from about 1:30 in the morning until
3:00 o'clock the next afternoon, and they wouldn't even give
me any food. They Jjust kept grilling me with gquestions, and I
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got so hungry I thought I was going to keel over. 7You see, my
father used to0.be an army officer in Japan, and I guess that
was one reason they were suspicious of me and made it tough for
me. Another thing, my brother went over to Japan and came back
only a little before the outbreak of war, so they were awfully
suspicious of my connections. But my brother ¥Yolunteered for
the army, and that was one thing which really saved me. It
certsinly made it #asy for me to explein his position becauwe
he'd volunteered. I think thet was one thing really in my favar.
Anywsy, they kept harping on the same questions over and over,
end I answered them as best I could."

"They finally let me go and said that was ell, so I went
back home, rested, and went back to wrok the next evening.
I thought the grilling was all over, but that next night, those
F.B.I. men turned up again and said they wanted to see me. They
gave me another grilling until about three o'clock the next
sfternoon. I guess they were trying to see if they could cross
me up. Well, afterr that they didn't bother me at all and I
haven't had any trouble staying on there. Two other guys got
& grilling like that, but they got turmed out. I don't know
what made the difference, but I guess I was lucky."

The others were playing gemes in the meantime while I
was holding the conversation with George N skamura, The punch

had been spiked, and I was red as were some of the others. 1
hedn't realized what was in the drink, although I thought there
was a touch of bourbon in the grape fruit juiee, and had been
drinking seversl glasses of the stuff. Everybody got to kid-
ding each other about the drinks.

Margie brought out a large cake with a frosting decoration
that read, "Good Lukk, Sarge", and we toatted the good health
of Sergeant Harry Abe. Kumeo, as he invariably does, pulled
& boner saying, "If you come basck, Harry, we'll give you another
party like this one.,"

The party broke up about 12:00.

Michi and I felt that the party must have been quite a
strain on Margie, for she has to take care of the baby as well
as to entertain all the guests that Morris brings sround. Our
opinion of Morris &m is, "He's a nice fellow snd very friendly,
but I'm afraid he's not as thoughtful about Margie's welfare
as he might be." Michi told me an interesting thing before
we turned in while we were discussing the party, Ssaid she,
"You know, I had a funny feelineg whem I saw all those nisei
coming in, espeeially when the Shiozaki group csme in. They
looked like typical Tulesns. When I looked sround and saw
all the nisei faces, I thought to myself, *What's the idea of
all these Japs getting together like this.' And then the next
thought thet occurred to me was, 'W het em I saying. After sall,
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I'm a Jep myself.* But I had a kind of feeling at first as

if I were looking st the group as an outsider, snd it seemed
to me that these kids werem¥kv awfully Japanesey. It seemed
odd 80 see so many Japsnese faces sll at once. I don't think
it's a good idea for so many nisei to get together in one
place. I couldn't blame the hakujin for calling us Japs if

we stick so much among ourselves. When all the Japanese facew
are put together, they seem like a group apsrt from the rest
of the people."
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Kibei Loyalty

I dropped in at Tamie's yesterday afternoon to look over
her Poston material, anmd to see what I could do in the way of
boosting her morele., I didn't think there was a great deal
that needed to be done slong that line after seeing how she
hed orgenized her work. She's got all the materisl at hand,
although she's constsntly talking stout the gaps which she
has to fill with "X's" aid, and she has already written thirty-
five pages according to what she says. One thing that interest-
ed me was thst she kept saying she didn't like to come to our
office becsuse everybody down here is always working so furiouse
1y as if we were turning out quantities of stuff., ©She sdmitted
she couldn't work under such circumstance because she'd feel
she hed to be turning out things at the same rste.

Tamie made some observations om the kibei who drop in
at her plasce that were juite interesting. Said she, "It's
g funny thing, but three months ago these kibei would never
have dresmed of going to Camp Savage to join the intelligence
corp to fight on the Pacific front. They're so strongly pro-
Japan thst I'm surprised they ever got out of camp, snd that
they're not in Tule Lske. But now that the draft has come,
they've completely changed their position. They're all talk-
ing of going to Savage. There's ome kibei fellow who comes
around who is s graduste of a Japanese university, a person
with intellectual interests such as in Chinese poetyy and
Japanese literature. I've never liked him and don't cere to
have him sround because he's so violently militsristic and
is strongly pro-Japanese in everything he says. The other
day he dropped in to snnounce that he'd received his draft
re-classification and told me that he was thinking of going
to Savage. A couple of months ago, that was the last thought
that would have ocenrred to him. So I ssid to him, 'But don't
you realize you'll have to go to the South Pacific if you go
to Savage, whereas if you went down to Shelby, you'd be sure
of going to Europe instead.' He replied that he'd thought of
all that, but he said his chances of getting killed &n the
Buropesn front in the combat team would be far greater than
in the South Pascifie as an interpreter. As the latter, he
expected to taske things more or less easy instead of having
to carry a gun sround and kill people.”

Tamie continued, "Most of the kibei who drop in at my
plgce are now talking in that way. I was quite surprised be-
cause they've been so0 bitter about the treatment they've re-
ceived. To hear them talk, I couldn't understand how they
could hasve gotten out of camp. They're no different from the
kivei who were sent to Tule Lake."

It occurred to me immediately that, if what Tamie said
were true, the kibei spparently have the least national iden-
tity of any of the Japanese generstions in this country. Their
mein concern is appsrently to save their own skin at any cost.
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I remarked to Tamie, "That's very interesting. I haidn't sus-
pected this changing sentiment among the kibei out here. What
you say gives me the idea that the kibei have very little sense
of a real nationsal identity with either the United States of
Japan. Would you agree with me?"

She snswered, "Yes, I would say that's so. I would say
that they don't feel any strong loyslty to either Japan or the
United States. (Here Tamie is referring, of course, to the
type of kibei of the group she knows. The genersalization would
not hold throughout the group.) Their main coneern seems to
be to save their own skin. They spesk violently against the
idea of fighting against J__apan, and yet the moment the draft
creates the possibility that they might have to fight on the
Italisn front and take the chance of getting killed, they turn
right around on their own words. They're very opportunistic,"

"Of course, they're also wondering whether they should go
to Tule Lake instead of being tkken by the army. These fellows
are very bitter about being drafted. They talk sbout the in-
justices of the evacuation and of the mistreatment they received
in the centers. They feel they've contributed enough to the
country already without having to serve in the army. There's
a nisei who visits me, too, who goes with this group. He was
one of those shot at M snzanar during the December 6 riots.

He's very bitter about the draft because he feels that the

army had no right to shoot at them. He' s talking about going
to Tule Lske instead of into the army, but I don't know what
they'll do." !

I was a little surpiised to hear asbout the ease with which
the kibei change their views on their willingness or unwilling-
ness to fight against Japan. Y et, when I recall some of the
things that have happened smong them, I am inclined to believe
that what Tamie says is essentially true. Tamie told us once
that these same kibei were extremely disdainful of those who
were teaching in the Japanese language school at the University
of Chicsgo. They talked as if all these nihonjin who cooperated
with the srmy were inus, and added, "It's only the scum of the
Japanese who are teaching at the university. The best teachers
are mostly in the centers. There are several graduates of
the Tokyo Imperial University still in the centers, but they
wouldn't even dream of teaching for the Army. The most capable
kibeli and issei are staying out of the training programs, and
it's the scum of the kibei, snd & bunch of ignorsnt nisei, who
are cooperating in these Japsnese language programs."

But very few of these fellows are willing to undergo in-
carcerétion for unwillingness to cooperate with the Army. Or
if there is a chance of getting killed on the battle front,
they would try to flee from it. I suspeet that these same
kibei, if they were now given a chance to teach in the Japanese
language programs at $175 2 month with some assurance that they
would get occupational deferment, they wounld Jjump at the chance.




Miyamoto Journal
Masrch 14, 1944

A large number of the kibei who went to Tule Lake, I suspect,

are of the same variety. To be sure, they were probably carried
away by the collective fervor of the moment when segregation

was announced, but underlying it was probably an initial willing-
ness t0 go that was rodted in individual selk interest.

The point is, these kibei are not essentially-cowards. They
are probably no more or less cowardly than the average people
of Japan or the United States. Yet many of them are those who
fled from Japan at the time of the Sino-Japanese war when they
were subject to military induction if they remained there, and
they are now trying to avoid the draft in this country. It shows
a degree of irresponsibility that is not characteristic of the
general population.

I believe it is in the nature of the Kibei's experience, and
his citizenship position, that this behavior arises. The kibeil
have an escape to either country, by virtue of his birth in one
and his training in the other, that is not open to the rest of
the population. The kibei &s a group that has been kicked around
in both countries to a certain extent--at least, adjustments have
not been entirely happy---, and no strong sense of obligation
or attschment to either country has been created, The nisei
face similer difficulties, but insofar as they have never ex-
perienced Japan, they are, in the main, inclined to sccept their
future in this country. There is not the line of escape that
is open to the Kibei. Even though the kibei masy not be cowards,
then, they are fasced with a great demptation to slide out in
either direction®, and thejyr inclination to accept these ways
out mske them appear irresponsible, cowards, etc.

Of the three generations, Issei, Kivei, and Nisei, I am
inclined to believe that the kivei are the most confused. I
had thought this to be the case before the war. But in the
centers, they gave such a vigorous demonstration of a pro-
Japanese attitude that I was fooled into believing that they
were a group more certain of themselves than the nisei. The
recent evidence of their willy-nilly changes regarding their
attitude about fighting against Japsn, however, brings me back
to the original proposition: that the kibei are the momt con-
fused of all the groups. They have never sunk their roots
deeply in any country. They have, to a large degree, built
up a career of shifting their loyslty from nation to nation
according to the opportunities offered them, and they cannot
easily remold these hsbits achieved in the past. In a way,
they sre the most pitiable group, for they have no collective
identifieation with any large group, snd they are thrown vack
completely on individual self interest. Being placed outside
the mein social streams, they are masde to feel the meanness
of a 1life that is strietly self-seeking.
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'Harold Inamdbdo

When I came home from Jack Miyshsra's plsce this evening,
(CE-14) Harold Insmoto was around. He'd dropped sround the
evening before when we were out, and left a message with mother
that he'd dropped in to injuire sbout Japanese dictionaries.
From mother's description, I had a little trouble identifying
who it was that had come around for I hadn't expected to see
Harold around our place.

By the time I got there, Michi had showed Harold the dic-
tionaries we had around our place, and suggested to him that
he write to the Harvard Press if he wanted a similar dictionary.
He has a new job with the @as Institute (he is a chemical en-
gineer) and was assggned the job of translating a Japsnese
scientific journal that had an srticle of interest to the com-
pany. There was one word that he couldn't read, so as soon
as Michi showed him the dictionary, he rushed to it and found
the word.

While Michi went back to her work, which was interrupted
when Harold dropped in, we sat around and talked for a while.
He wanted to know what I was doing, and I told him of the na-
ture of our research. Perhaps it was because he felt obli-
gated for having bothered us, but he immediately began to tell
some things of interest sbout himself, giving a kind of brief
interveiw., If I thought that Harold would talk freely, I wounld
try to line him up for an interview, but despite his obvious
desire to coeperate this evening, he talks with reservation
and with difficulty, and I'm sure that I would have to probe
him with a surgical knife to get any real story out of him,
What he said, however, is of some interest.

"I'm from Los Angeles, but I went to university in Berkeley.
At the time the war broke out, I was taking some work in chem.
engineering up at the University of Washington. That's how I
got to know Tom Okabe snd Chihiro Kikuchi. I got a fellowship
up there, and that's how I happened to go there. Right up un-
til that last day of voluntery evacuation, I wasn't sure whether
+ should go back to Los Angeles to rejoin my family, or come
out east to continue my studies. My roommate, a kibei from
Canada, wanted to go east, and he urged me to go with him, I
don't think I would have gone unless he was going t0o. We meade
up our minds at the last minute, packed all our belongings
right away, and left on the Saturday before the crufew csme."

"We came out to Minnespolis hoping to get into the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. When I went to the registrars, they told
me that I would have to wait about a month until the next meet-
ing of the board of regents of the university.because the poliey
concerning students of Japanese ancestry had not yet been de-
termined. I was rather discouraged by that. At the same time,
my roommate, the kibei fellow who had come out with me, sudden-
ly became ill and the doctor told him that he would have to have
an operation. I think he got a rectal abscess, or something like
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that. He decided that he would go back to the Pacific Coast

to get his operation, and started packing right away. 1 was

so disecouraged by everything that I slmost decided to g0 back

to my femily too. I wasn't sure I could get into the university ,
snd I'd lsnded there with only fifty dollars. I wgs worried

and discouraged."

"I'm sure I wouldn't have stayed if it hadn't been for s
hakujin student that I got to know. His name was Fred Lindgstrom,
a Lutheran fellow whom I got to know during the short time we'd
been there. When he heard sbout my troubles, he told me that
I should move in with his family since they had plenty of room,
and that I wouldn't have to worry about food, rent, or anything
because they could tske care of all that. I wasn't sure, but
he ingisted thet I should move in that same day, so I went to
live at their place. Fred's family was very kind to me, and I'll
never forget what they did for me. I'm sure that if it hadn't
been for him, I wouldn't have had the courage to stay out here
and continue my work towards a graduate degree."

"While I was still in Minnesota, Chihiro Kikuchi came
through with the idea of going to the University of Cincinnati.
I went along with him, and we roomed together at the Memorial
Dorm in a room on the top floor that he told you sbout. I
later made an application to the Illinois Institute of Techno-
logy, and when they accepted me, I came up here. I've all
but finished my work toward the master's degree, and as I
write up my thesis, for which I already have the materisl, b 5.6 I §
get the degree."

"I got the present job a few weeks ago when the Gas Insti-
tute learned that I could read Japanese and was qualified to
do the work of translating the Japanese journal for them.
I don't know how long the work will last, but right now I'm
translating thie certain artiele. They have a library of all
the foreign works dealing with problems of their interest, snd
there are quite a few Japsnese material there, =0 I may be
able to sgay at it for a while. This present article has to
do with cersmic msterials which are used in gas rsnges.”

"I learned Japanese by myself, mostly. I've never been
in Japsn. I attended & Japanese language school for eight
years, but after I finished that school, I later became in-
terested in lesrning the language by myself. I really worked
hard at it for sbout one yesr, and got pretty fair at it.

I think snybody cen lesrn the langusge if he really applies
himself. Of coyrse, the eight years of work at the school
probasbly gave me the basis for learning, but I learned twice
as much after I left the school and studied on my own."

Since he seemed to be in & talkstive mood, for him, I
quizzed him about one or two things about which he seemed ready
to give his opinion. Said he, "I think there's a slight dif-
ference in the sttitudes of those who came out voluntarily,
and those who came out from the relocation centers." 1 was
interested in this view, and quizzed him further.
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Harold said in elaborating, "I think the people who came
out voluntarily came out with a purpose. Most of them had some
definite reason for evascuating voluntarily, but a lot of those
from the centers Just came out to be outside the centers. At
least, in my own case, I had a definite reason for coming out
here. 1 wanted to finish school, and that was the goal which
I kept in mind. I think the people who voluntarily evacuated
are less uncertain than s lot of the evacuees from the centers
because they have their purposes in mind. They know what they're
working towards, and they seem less uncertain and unhappy."

I raised a question as to whether such things as the draft
didn't affect all these groups and upset their equanimity.
He replied, "I guess that's so. I can only speak for my own
case. Right now, the Gas Institute says they will get an
occupational deferment for me. Thet was a part of the under-
standing on the basis of which I took the Job. I haven't heard
anything yet, but I imagine that they will be sble to get the
deferment for me,"

Anglysis

There are two points that pParticularly interest me in this
discussion. (1) Harold's willingness to evacuste voluntarily

only because his friend wanted to go out too and urged Harold

to join him, as well as Harold's decidéion to remain in Minneapo-
lis after his kibei friend left only because the newly made
Caucasian acquaintance gave him morsl support, indicate the de=-
gree to which individual decisions sre influenced among evacuees
by the attitudes of their fellows. (2) One selective Ffactor

in voluntsry migration that distinguishes that group from the
later resettlers from the centers is that the former had defi-
nite gosls in migrating eastward that the latter resettlers

d0 not heve. These are two very interesting hunches thet might
be worth following wup.

(1) I have had numerous evidence of the infleence which
compenions heve upon individusl decisions, and this was especial~
1y trve during the period of individual indecision and confusion
prior to evacuation. That people were very suggestible during
that time is indicated in the numerous ruvmors which had wide~
Spread currency in the Japanese communities st=tte—time. Apart
from the influence of such collective Phenomens as rumors, how-
ever, there was probebly a large amount of influence bearing
upon the persons which emanated from their immediate friends.
There was no time to meditate upon protlems, and yet there was
need to make important decisions. I can recall that Michi and
I almost evacusted voluntarily under the strong urging of Dr,
Steiner and others. Chihiro Kikuechi left only because of the
manner in which Bob OBrien urged him to go. All these instances
further indicate that there is s tendency for people, in moments
of indecision, to seek out the sdvice of those who are assumed
to know something about the situation snd prospects, and who
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presumably can do something about it.

This sort of thing applies not only to the period of pre-
evacuation, but in any situation where important decisions are
being made by individuals. There is evidence that decisions
to migrate (relocate) set up such crisis situations. Among
immigrants from Japasn, I have found evidence that individusl
persons could not bring themselves to migrate to the United
States, but when their friends expressed interest in migrating,
the individuals would group themselves in twos and threes to
come over. The same sort of thing is happenéng in the case
of relcoation from the centers, though obviously not in sll
cases. The draft at present sets up such a crisis, but the
possibllity of the influence of friends is cut short by the
impossibility of anybody except the government doing any-
thing about it.

(2) I am not entirely sure that Harold's hypothesis con-
cerning voluntary evacuees, that they had a definite purpose
and therefore that they are less unstable and uncertain, neces-
sarily holds. I think it is true that many of them had a2 some-
what more definite purpose than the evarsge resettler from the
centers. At least, it is undoubtedly true to say that those
who had nok purpose at all did not voluntarily evacuate. There
were no zoot suiters and yogores in the earlier migrant groups.
However, I suspect that all the groups are equally affected
by uncertainty at present becguse of such things as the draft
which makes no distinction between voluntary evacuees and
resettlers from the centers.

In s broader sense, however, his comments concerning the
importance of "purpose" in msintaining stability and morale
smong resettlers, I believe, forms a valid observation. It
is where individuals find their lives ¥¥=mmme planbess that they
seem most confused and insecure. Actuslly, individual plan-
ning is a relative matter, for noone is in a position to say
that he has an objective and he is going to schieve it come
hell or high hewavemzv water. Under the mncertainties of the
present, individusls necessarily mske gosls with definitém
qualifications (crossed fingers) in mind. The juestion arises,
therefore, as to the difference between stable indiviéuals and
unstable ones in the nature of the goals whiech they set up and
the plsnning for the achievement of the goal which they do.
There is no doubt that differences of personality and personal
philosophy, as in the degree of pessimism, itritavility, rebel-
liousness, ambitiousness, idealism, persistence,etc., hsve an
important influence in determining the difference in the sta-
bility of individuals who are attempting to achieve goals.
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Shig's Birthday

Todaey was Shig's birthdsy. He's now twenty seven. Michi,
mother snd May have been planning a party for him during the
past week, and for the psst two or threee days mother has been
coming over to call one of the others uf us out to discuss the
proposed party. With her, parties (birthday) should be a mat-
ter of surprise and so she doesn't want Shig to know what's
going on, although, of course, he actually knows exactly what's
going on., We have a good laugh at mother's expense.

Some Japanese families in America don't celebrate birthday
parties. It isn't s part of Japanese traditiom to do so, and
the parents apparently regard it as unessentisl. On the other
hand, I think that in this country, there is a certain enjoy-
ment and value that derives from such parties. It is another
of those occasions that serve to reinforce family bonds, and
in the case of Japanese immigrant families, it is the type of
family celebration that may be substituted for the many Japan-
ese family customs that have been dropped in migration, I
would say that it is frequently the immigrsnt Jaspanese families
with the weakest family bonds which ignore events of this kind.
We may not assume that the relationship is causal, but certsinly
there is a correlation, if what I way is true, between the main-
taining of family conventions and family solidarity.

H¥pothesis: "Japsnese familjes with strong family solidarity
typically maintain family conventions, whether Japsnese or Ameri-
can trasditions, more than those lacking family solidarity."

In the case of both the Miyamotos and Moritas, we have
birthday parties for every member of the family, and now that
our two families are joined, it seems that we have a party for
gsomeone almost every month. - There are constant gift exchanges.
Because Fumiko is in Boulder, and the parents are still a4 Mini-
doka, we send our gifts to them by msail. My brother-in-law,
Kaz, didn't used to think much of birthday parties, or at least
it was a little difficult at first to draw him into the spirit
of the thing. He is issei. He would leave the gift buying en-
tirely up to Nobu, sand the party was generally only snother
party to him. Of recent years, however, I notice that he really
enjoys the birthdays, and he sneaks out occasionally to get
his own gifts for the other members instead of leaving the mat-
ter to Nobu, For instance, he used to let Nobu By her own
gifts formerly, but she was surprised at the last birthday party
because Kaz turned up with something that he'd bought for her
himself.

The question arose &s to whether we should invite Hanaye
Ichiyasu, who is Shig's teaching partner at the language school,
because she'd invited Shig to dinner at her Wome and has general-
ly been friendly toward him. Michi and I decided, however, that
Shig might not appreciate this too much since he would have to
take her home, and he doesn't cere that much for Hanaye. "If
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she were pretty and Shig were really interested in her......,"
we said, sand let the matter drop. This noon, however, Shig
brought a gift home whieh he received from her. This was un-
expected. If it should be the case that H anaye was getting
interested in Shig, inviting her to the birthday party would
only involve Shig deeper in an affair with her. One party
would lead to another in exchange; there would be dates fol-
lowing them. Shig doesn't want to get committed, but he de-
dided that since she gave him a gift, the only right thing to
a0 was to invite her to the party. Fortunately, from his stsnd-
point, she was engaged for the evening with some Shelby boys
that were visiting, and couldn't mske the psrty when he asked
her in the afternoon. Shig will take Heneye to some eating
place for dinner, and then possibly a play, to return hiés
obligation,

Michi splurged and bought a great big roast for the dinner.
It tuwrned out very well and mother, May, Michi, Shig and I sat
down to a fine feast. As meual, we msed the kitchen table bkning-
ing it into the living room for the festivity.

Just as we had fairly started on the dinner, the bell rang
for May and she had to go to the front door to see who it was.
It turned out to be our cousin, Nasuo Hashiguchi, snd his friend
George Hayakawa. Mayx used to work for George's father, and they
are old friends of the family since they went to the same Japan=-
ese church in Seattle with my folks. Both N asuo snd George
had been attending the University of Cinminnati in Cincinatti,
but recently they took their pre-induction Physical and were told
to report at a Kentucky camp for induction near the end of this
month, Nasuo and George are returning to Minidoka for s five
day visit with their parents. Nasuo's younger brother, Hachiro,
also received his pre~induction phaysical back at camp, and he
is due to go into the army even before Nasuo.

We were glad to see them, but their coming disrupted the
party. May asked Nasuo whether they'd eaten yet, and he said
they had. It was around seven o'elock in the evening. Later
she asked again, "Are you sure you've eaten," and George Haya-
kawa, who is much more aggressive than Nateh, replied, "No,we
haven't had dinner yet." They'd come directly from the WRA
Where they'd inquired of the mesns of getting out to our place.
They were at May's apartment, and she had thought they might
wait there if they had eaten alteady, but when we heard that
they hadn't had dinner, we had a busy few minutes setting up
two more places for them.

The Draft

Neither Nasudnor George received their 1-A classification,
but they received their pre-induction physical notice about the
first week of this month, Mrs. Hashiguechi is & cousincof my
mother, and they were always rather close in Seattle. Mother
felt rather badly that Nasmo' s mother was to lose her two
youngest boys to the army., Of course, every time someone whom
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she knows is inducted, it starts her wondering when I'll be next/
She dreads the day that I shall have to go into the army, &lthough
I know that she'll take it like a good scout when it sctually
comes. She's learned to take things pretty well.

Nasuo spent three years in a high school #n Japan, snd he
hopes he knows enough so that he may get a tesching position at
Savage. "Of course, I've forgotten a lot of my J apanese," he
admitted, "although I could pick it up quickly enough once I
got into it." Nothing was said of the matter, but I'm sure that
Nasuo doesn't relish the idea of fighting on the Pacific front,
even as an interpreter. If he goes to Savage, he would want to
do so0 only as a tescher. The reason is that two of his brothers
are in Jepan, and Shugo, with whom I prasctically grew up, is of
an age that he might be in military service. Nasuo would be
particularly restrained by his parents from fighting on the
Pacific front. It may be that his three years in J-apsn also
hes built up sentiments toward Jepan that would make it diffi-
cult for him to fight against Japan.

Now, there is a perplexing problem mfor issei parents,
If their sons fight on the European front, the chances of get-
ting killed are apparently greater than on the Paeific. Yet,
if they fight on the Pacific front, they may be opposed to
relatives and friends,

George's father is dead, and there is the problem of what
to do with his mother who will be left somewhat slone in camp.
I believe there are one or two children still with her. They
also have dsughters who have relocated. It may fall on the
latter to take care of her when the boys are inducted.

George: "I don't like the idea of going into the segregated unit.
I wrote the war department asking them whether I could join the
air force, just to see what would happen. I wrote the letter
addressed to Secretary of War Stimson, Some Colonel answered

the letter and he said that under the present regulations it
would got be possible for the air force to induct nisei into
their units, but he suggested that I inquire about the Japanese
combat unit at Shelby. What the hell,"

Shig: "dees, and then they talk about there being no segregation
of Japanese in the Army. Why do they print such stuff in the
newspapers anyway when everyone knows darn well thst there is
segregation, The Irrigstor quotes Stafford as saying that there
is no intention of segregation by the army snd that the nisei
are being inducted on the same basis as everyone else, but what
is the present policy if it isn't segregstion. Christ, they

ask you to fight for democracy, and then they segregate you in
the armyl I don't get it."

"I'd like it a lot better if they'd admit that there is
segregation. e know all about what' s going on. They must
think we're damned fools to print the kind of propaganda they
put in the newspapers."
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George: "They'll be taking all the nisei fellows pretty soon,
then you get your pre-induction phsyical that means youre
practically in the army right away."

Shig: "Nasuo, you've still got a 1ittle way to go Hefore you
get your B,A., don't you. W#hat field was it in?"

Ngsuo: "I'm in chemistry., The same old stuff. God, I guess
If1]l never get my degree now. I'm twenty-seven, and I'll be
an 0ld masn by the time I get back from the ar*py.

May: "How long is the war going to last anyway?" (She constantly
asks this guestion)

Myself: (jokingly) "Msybe four, maybe five. No use worrying
about,it, ¥t'll be a long time anyway."

George: (dogmatically) "The Wer? It'll be longer than that.
It's going to last a long time."

Nasuo: (gquietly but with assurance) "Oh, jesh. @t's going to
last a long, long time." (In Nasuo's case, I'm sure he's in-
fluenced in his fiew by by his father and his issei brother.)
(personally, I disagree. Iedon't think the Jgpasnese war will
last as long as thgpy think, though it will be long enopgh.

May: "Gosh, I wish this whole thing were over. What good does
it do?"

George: "I heard that the first man to land on Guadalcanal was
a nisei lieutenant."

Myself: "Is that a story that's going around among the nisei in
Cincinnati?"

George: "No, I heard this from the hakujin foreman where I worked
at. I don't know whether it's true or not, but he seemed to
believe it., He said it was sbsolutely true because he'd heard

it from one of the soldiers who was there. I didn't argue with
him as long as it wasn't anything bad about the nisei.”

Myself: "No, the story's all right whether it's true or not,
as long as they didn't say that the nisei was the last one to
land,"

Shig: "Or that they didn't go there at sll." (Cheuus of "yeses"
and agreement) .

Myself: "How is Cincinnati? Did you like the city? How is the
WRA down theref"

George: "Cincinnati's all right, 1It's not a big city and its

kind of old, but after you get to know it, it's all right. They're
mos tly Germans down there. The WEA in Cincinnati is all right

too. They've been doing a good job in thst city.”
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Selective !ligration of Yogores

Charlie mentioned that another yogore, George Urabe, joined
Blackie and Endo, the two fellows whom he's been interviewing,
George is apparently the "pal" in Cleveland that Blackie has been
talking about going to see, but George turned the table and has
come to live with Dlackie and Hndo because he found that Cleveland
was too dead. It seems he kxpects to find more life and interest

in Chicago, and I suspect he will,

Which suggests andinteresting point, that Chiecago
to become the center of all the riffraff among nisel re
of the whole lMiddle West and the East. Zoot suiters and
can't steer an individual course and be happy: they always seek
out their'bunch' wherever they go, for they need the 'bunch' to
wmke 1life interesting for them. Because of the specialized type
of life they lead and the group they repeesent, their associationsg
in society are necessarily limited. It isn't easy for them to
£ind their own kind in every burg and town, I rather doubt that
the Zoot suit =and vozore nisei can be found in any appreciable
numbers in places like St., Louis, Omaha, Kansas City, Cleveland,
Cinecinnati, and even Minneapolis and Detroit. And if they are
scattered in any degree at present, I would even venuare the
~uess that they will increasingly seek their way to Chicago, In
the West Coast cities, it was a characteristic of these types
that they invariably were attracted to the Li'l Tokios. They
didn't operate in the non-Japanese sections of the city regard-
lees of how disorganized and bizarrely interesting the other
areas might be,

There is gradually but surely evolving a kind of Japanese
oI

town dn the Near North Side District. There is where the yogores
may be expected to flock. I suspect the pattern of life they
will develop in Chicago will be much the same ag those by which
they lived fommerly. They'll hang around the cheap hotels and
popular restaurants of the distriect,

houses, find their favorite gambling places, possibly pimp for
wome white prostitute, etc., If a Japanese commnity forms, they
will form the disorcanized stratum of the society, as they did

in the commnities before thewar.

Tosghiko Sekiya: Problem of the Lonesome Girl
TI've frequently mentioned the problem which Toshiko has
because she wants to be socially accepted and yet is so lacking
in social personality that she can't make friends and is pitiful-
ly unhappy here, One thing to her adventage, she has an unreason-
ably shtubborn will and is not the overly sensitive withdrawing
type, so she can take more maladjustment than many other nisei
zirls can. Zver since she moved into the apartment below, she's
been something of a pest to mother and ligy because she likes to
come and visit so often and so long. Gince we've been old friends
of the Sekivas, their being from the same part of JapanEm as mother,
it's not possible to merely dismiss the girl.
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Toshiko is now twenty-siz or twenty-seven years of agze. She
was five years in Japan, making her a kibei, and has many Japan-
esy qualities although she came back to America when she was
about thérteen and has been able to rid herself of many of these
traits over the period since elapsed., Eut there is something
stubbornly resistant about her personality; she lacks the fgexi-
bility to adjust easily to social situation s. She is quite
dark for a girl, but she could be attractive if she knew how to
fix herself up. However, she lacks style and the sort of thing
the fellows would regard as appeal, She has little of interest
to other people to talk about, few original and interesting ideas
of things to do that would bring response from others, and for
all her stubborness is quite dependent on others for leadership
in action. She is typically the type amoneg nisei girls in Chi-
cago who are the most unhappy, because she not only is unable to
make friends among the fellows, but she is unable to make girl
Triends.

During the past two weeks ever sinoce her brother received
a notice of draft re-classification, Toshiko has seemed especia
ly low in spirits, end at the same time has become more of a
pest then ever by visiting mother and lay almost every other
evening, ILast nicht, May was extremely tired from the day's
work, and wanted to get to bed around xwem ten o'clock. She has
to get up at six~-thirty in the morning., DBut Toshiko just sat
there talking., May says she gave her all kinds of hints that
she wanted Toshiko to leave, by yawning, pulling down the roll
away bed, and even meking some preparstions for retiring. To-
shiko didn't even seem to be aware of the hints. This hasg been
the case almost every night that Toshiko has visited. Apparently
she so hungers for social contacts that she doesn't want to give
up conversations even when others are hinting broadly that she's
not wanted.

lay said, "I feel sorry for her because she seems guite
worried about a lot of things, I don't know exactly what's on
her mind, but I think she's wondering what she'll do when Wataru,
her brother, gets drafted. It seems that her mother wrote her
a rather sad letter from Minidoka after they heard that VWgtaru
mizht have to go., One son's already in the army, and I guess
they don't want to let the younger one go. Toshiko's worried
about a lot of things, She's afraid to lose her brothers in the
war for one thing, But she also seems t0o be troubled as to what
to do alone here if Vataru gets drafted. She's getting only
$22.50 a week, but that'g not enough to keep up the apartment
she and her brother has right now, She didn't say so, but I think
that's one thing that bothers her. Then, too, she's lonely enough
as it is, end I think she'g afraid to be left alone out here with-
out any of her family members."

"Toshikad'g apparently writhten to her folks tellineg them to
come out here to Chicago. §She says, what if the bovs shoudd lose
their hands or become disabled in some way, they couldn't be
counted on to support the family., That's why she wants her father
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and mother to come out and start some kind of business (dve

work and cleaning at which her father made considerable moneyv

at one time). It seems that her father hasn't been able to get
any work in Minidoka since they were transferred there, and Toshiko
ig afraid that they'll use up all the money living there without
doing anything. (The family is quite well off financially, but
is rather frugal,) ©She feels that after the war's over, it's
going to be awzullv hard to start anything. Another thing, she
said to me that in her family they'we really never had a home
because both her mother and father have always spent their time
makine money and they haven't had much chance to really live as

a family. Toshiko vanus her folks to come out so that they can
really have a home, They tell her to come back to Minidoka if
she doesn't like it out here, but she feels that camp isn't
home-="after all, you don't anvtnlnc there."  She's right of
course. 1 thlnﬂ she Teels rather strongly that her folks haven't
ziven the children a chance to live a home like life. 1 said

to her, "But, after all, out here all that you can find would

be an apartment like us. But she says, "Well, it doesn't matter
even if it is only an apartment. ALt least you can make a home

of it, but you can't do that in those barracks back there at
camp.” .

"Toshiko told me that ever since she was two years old,
her mother and father have left her in other people s care while
they went to work, and she feels they've really never had a home.
iihen she was about eight years old, she and her brothers were sent

to Japan to live with their grandparents, ©She told me once that
her father wouldn't let them have birthday parties because he
felt that they were unnecessary extravagances. It's that sort
of thing that Toshiko misses, I'm sure.,"
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Ihe WRA Office

1 went down to the WRA office to see what progress was being
made on our card files, I found that Clara and Louise have just
about finished work on the intake file, and is almost ready to
start work on the resistretion potices: departure notices.

Cur desk, which was formerly in the back room of the office,
has now been moved to the front right in the bull pen. The large
vacant office space in the back of the WRA has now been taken
over by some other agency and has been walled off. There is a
large sitting room in the front,(bull pen) which is walled off
from the rest of the office.

Louise tells me that the past two days have heen extremely
busy ones for the WRA and that the sittine room has cenerally
been a swarming nest of evacuees waiting for interviews with
the WRA personnel. ©She remarked, "I've overheard some of these
young fellows talking among themselves, and they talk about hiesh
wages and of not accepting any job that doesn't wyay well., 3S+ill
they want a job that doesn't require more than eight hours work."

I judee that there must have been four or five issei out of
every ten who came in., They are not the youne issei either.
lMost of them look to be over fifty, and some are over sizty, I'm
sure., It's difficult to judge the background of these people,
but I get the impression that thev are not of the type that were
city entrepreneurs before the war, Illost of them ad@®ress the
reception desk girl in Japanese, and I imagine some of them
must have difficulty talking to the Caucesian personnel.

A1 lorioka

I ran into Al at the WRA office., I got there early in the
afternoon, and for most of the afternoon, he was sitting in the
wiafting room, waiting I knew not for #hat. When I saw him a week
and a half ago just after he got back from arranging for the
lease of a farm in Michigan, he was all pepped up to work in
Chicago until May when he would go up to start work on the farm,
Today his tune was entirely different.

Said Al, "I'm working out in lMelrose Park at the nursery now,
I quit the job &t the machine shop after one day's work., I just
received a letter from my folks in CGranada and they want me to
go to Washington (Walla Walla) to work on a seed farm, Ly brother's
already gone out there, and they want me to gzive up the idea of
Tarming out here., They even sent me the money for train fare.
The idea, of course, is that they don't want to see me go into
the army, and they figure a farm job will keep me ocut. I don's
want to go out to Washington., I don't know just exactly what
I ought to do., I guess the job out there's all right, and I sup-
pose I ousht to be able to get occupational deferment althoush I
don't know about that, Anyway, I'm thinking of going back to
Granada to talk things over with my folks and decide after that
what I should do. The folks want me to go to Washington, and I
owe it to them to zo."
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Al isn't the smoothest speaker in the world, =nd sometimes

it's a little difficult to understand what he's saying., But I
felt that he was particularly incoherent today, and that he's
omehow confused in his own thinking, He was certainly a very
uncertain young man today. 1t was as if he were thinkine out
loud to me, expressing all his confusion in his speech. For
instance, I couldn't understand why a farm job in Walla Walla,
Washington would be any more draft deferrable than one in Michi-
gan, especially since he would be managing his own farm in lichi-
gan, loreover, I couldn't make out whether he had given up the
idea of farming in HMichigan, T couldn't understand his objec=
tion to going to Washington if it were a good job., Finally, in
one breath he says that he's not sure what he wants to do, yet
in another he says he feels he owes it to his folks to go to
Washington. Some of these questions cleared themselves when I
talked to him leter on the way home since he was going in the

same direction.

Al said, "You know, about that farm deal up in Michigan,
it's all off. 1 just got a letter from the owner of the farm
vesterday saving that the deal was off, but he didn't give me
a single bit of reason for calling the deal off. I can't under-
stand it, and 1I'm writing to find out what it's all about, I
would have gone ahead with that farm if I could have hung on to
it. Of course, now that Hiroshi Keneko might co into the army,
and my brother has gone to Washington instead of coming in with
me on the farm, it would have been awfully difficult to get farm
labor. But I would have gone shead with it somehow. I've been
trying to find out what it was that caused the owner to change
his mind. I was all set to go up there, and I even sent up some
of my stuff up there already.™ I'm at lpa t going to find out
what happened,

"We had a discussion over at Jacoby's the other night. Iather
Dai is in town and is staying with Harry Mayveda over there, Yoshimi
Shib&sa was there, and we all sat around having quite a discussion.
father Dai is $till progpecting for farm openings for evacuees
in the centers. 7Yoshimi made & very neat little anslysis of the
probiem of share cropping in this region. T«e pointed out that
it's not worth the risk to grow produce crop on a share basis
out here, and that it's better to grow corn like the rest of the
farmers. In the first place, you'd be trying somethine new in
growing truck crop on farms that have always grown corn, and
you have that initial risk to contend with. Then, too, experiment
has shown that trueck crops when successful give a return of only
two times what you would get out of corn. Truck crops are a risk
in any case, and the question is whether or not it's worth the
risk to grow truck crops on a share crop basis Yoeshimi pointed
out that it wasn't. (I assume the analysis means that the profits
from share-crop farming are relatively small, and that it isn't
worth the risk of growing truck crops for the small returns that
would be offered the share-crop farmer, If the farmer owned the
farm himself, the situation would be different, for although he
assumes the same risk, if he is successful in growing his truck
crop, he will be @ouwlv compensated for the risk, uhare-crOD
farming is about the only type aveiiable to evacuee farmers out nere)




"Yoshimi says that the only type of farming suitable to
resettlers in this region is working for the genblreman farmer.
They're the ones who own factories and other interests, and are
willing to finance a group like the resettlers in growing what-
ever thev're capable of producing."

Here is an area of resettler adjiustment that we don't know
very much about, Yoshimi Shibata's discussion brings in the
2lement of calculation (rationalization in the economic sense)
into resettler adjustments., 1 suppose calculation and rational-
ization enter§ into all migratory group adjustments, but here
it comes out in clear cut form, If Yoshimi is correct, we may
expect that resettler farmers who attempt share-~-crop truck farm-
ing will fail; on the other hand, those who use the peculiar
characteristics of the Caucesian gentlemen farmers will succeed.

If this should happen, we may get a generation of nisei farmers

who work for Caucasian gentlemenk farmers, and play a particular
role in the llid-West farming economy. But whether Yoshimi is

right or wrong, he is introducing an element of caluulation with
regard to the future that helps to determine the futiure. OCf course,
if experience indicates to him that he is wrong, he will undoubtedly
change his mind and reformulate his policy for success; unless

he is flexible enough to change, he'll be driven under by compe-
tition.

The calculating individual is an interesping character,
for he often leads the way to those who are less calculating than

himself. Ferhaps, calculating individuals wkm fail as frequently
as they succeed, but the failures are inconsecuential except as
indications of what not to do, and all eyes are on those who sguc-
ceed.

A1 continued, "Cf course, the basic trouble is the uncertainty
of the draft., I18d try ferming if T knew that I wouldn't be draft-
ed, but I don't want to invest a lot of money &nd then lose it
all when I'm drafted., Terhaps I'll end up in Washington working
on the seed farm, I'm going back to the center to talk it over
with my folks., I don't think there's much chance for farming
here, I've fdannd that out after five months of looking around.
The farms are a2ll pretty small, And they're pretty well occupied
right now, Ilsewhere, like in Colordado and Idaho, the Japanese
are able to buy farms, but you can't do that here. 1It's pretty
hard to buck the set-up and I've decided to give it up.”

"I've got to talk to Hiroshi tonight. He sand I bought a
truck thinking we'd go in together on the lichigen farm, but we
won't need it now, I guess I'1ll drive it back to Washington and
gell it out hhere.”

Al was obviously irritated by the crowds we encountered at
five o'clokk in the ®vening, "This is what I don't like about
the city," he said, T asked him about the job he ouit in the
machine shop. "Oh, that, I just couldn't stand the dust and
smoke, and the noise of all those machines all around me, I quit
after working there one night.™
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Al was studying dentistry before evacuation, and at Tule
Lake he was working ss one of the assistant dentists. I asked
him, "What are the chances of your studying dentistry again?"
Said he in reply, "Well, I don't know about dentistry. I'm not
sure I'll continue that field., After the war, Japsnese pro-
fessionals are going to have a hard time. If you work at it
for a long time, perhaps you can build up a clientele, but it's
going to be hard for nihonjin to compete with hakujin for hasku-
Jin customers. And there aren't enough nikonjin abound to
keep a dentist or doector busy. I rather doubt that I'll fol-
low up the profession.”

Harry Mayeds

I ren into Harry down at the WRA. I hadn't seen him since
he went out to Topas, Heart Mouhbain and Minidoka to recruit
workers for the Curtiss Candy Co. farm at Marengo., Harry re-
marked, "I was quite successful on the trip. I've got gquite
a few people lined up for the work, and we'll be starting about
April 16th. I'm still interviewing some of the people inter-
ested in working at Masrengo." It was evident from the number
of issei and nisei coming in to see Harry that guite s few
areinterested in farm work at Marengo. They are apparently
expanding that unit quite a bit and hiring lsrge numbers of
Japanese farm hands.

Mr, Curtiss is one of those "gentlemen farmers" that

Yoshimi tslked about.

Granads

Al remarked, "I was talking to one of the fellows who
Just came out from Granasda. He says that the conditions in
the center are now worse than at the time of the registration.

Apparently there is quite a rebellion going on over the issue
of military service.
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Yogshimi Shibata on Tule Lake Registration

"I would say that the reign of terror lasted about a
month in Ward V. I was living in Block 47, and blocks all
around us were hostile to registration. The block manager,
Nakagawa, and I went around urging the young people in our
block not to oppose the registration, and I think we were
e€fective in preventing an open opposition to registration
in our block. But the people of Blocks 42, 44 and 48 were
very strongly against registration, especially after the
Army came in and picked up all the kids in 42. I t was a
pretty tough spot to be in. I'm mighty glad to be out of
that situation now.”

"Ufter the Army picked up the boys of Block 4&, the
agitators in Ward V worked up a petition decalring that
the people of Ward V would not register., They wanted all
the people in the ward to sign the petition. Nakagawa and
I had been working quietly in our block to keep the young
people from joining up with these peopie so the agitators
weren't getting anywhere in our block. Several of those
tough guys came saround to my plsce one evening to put the
pressure on me. They thresatened me and said that if I didn't
keep out of the affair, that they'd get me. They said they
didn't care what attitude I held on the subject, but they
didn't want me to interefere with their ideas. They gave
me the usual line, you know, about working for the welfare
of the Japanese people and all that, and that the people
of ¥amato blood had to stick together--that sort of thing.
They didn't have anything on either Nskagawa or myself and
they couldn't blame us with anything specifie, but I thought
they'd really come after us sooner pr later."

"I néver realized until I .went through that experience
that when you're threatened in that way and youre paralyzed
with fear, that it takes all the fight out of a person. It
wasn't that I was afraid for myself slone, but it involved
all the members of the family, and friends. When they at-
tacked the Ohmuras, they went after the whole family, includ=-
ing the daughters. When you're afrasid in that way, I tell
you, it tskes all the fight out of a person."

"We organized a goon squad smong the young people of our
block. Boy, we were already for anything that might happen.
We had it a1l worked out so that if anything happened to any
single person of our group, everyone else was to run out and
try to get one person of the attacking gang. We plasnned it
s0 that we'd get one person, even though we didn't get the othea s.
It didn't matter whether everyone else got away as long as
we fixed one fellow out of the gang so that he'd have to go to
the hospital, That was our plan. We figured that if we got
one guy, we could find out about all the rest of them, It
was likely that the first person they would go after would be
Nekagawa, s0 we had his door fixed up so that two fellows of
the attacking geng might get in, but after that the door would
be slam shut by a rope that would pull the door in. We had
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fellows planted in his apartment so that if we got only two

or three feldows in there, we'd beat the devil out of them.
You know, we had a lot of inmocent looking socks hanging
along the walls They were filled with nuts and tolts, and if
any of those guys came around, we were going to slam them dver
their heaeds. We had signals worked out so that we could csll
esch other."

"When it's a matter of your life sgainst theirs, you don't
care what happens but you're out to take care of yourself. When
those gangsters came to see me, that's what I told them. I told
them thet if they ever came sround to try to beat me up, it
was going to be them or me,"

"All the trouble started in Block 48. There was one fel-
low there who was agifating for the young people of the block
not to register. He was on the Planning Bosrd, and he was
later picked up. (I asked if thet man were Abe, and Yoshimi
said it was.) &e went around agitating all through the ward.
There were other agitators in our ward who were organized to
prevent the people from registering. I don' t think they would
have gotten snywhere, but when the Army picked up all those
boys in Block 42, snd the people saw the kids being shoved
into trucks with a lot of soldiers with guns, bayonets and
machine guns standing around, the people saw red. There wasn't
any controlling them after that, and any leader who oppOsed
Tegistration could get the people to follow him. Most of the
agitators were gamblers and professional tough guys. Their
tectic was to throw fear into the peoplel They went around
threagening anycody who didn't agree with them and silenced
them. _

"There was one man in our block who was agitating wi th
the rest of the men in Ward V, but he wasn't getting anywhere
because of the opposition of the young people in our block.
He'd tried to get all of us to sign the petitionm refusing to
cooperate with the registration, but none of us would sign.
Finally, he called a meeting to have the people talk the thing
over, and we went innocently. When we got in, we found that
all the sgitators firom the blocks sround us, Blocks 42, 44
and 48, had come into the messhall, and then s bunch of kibei
walked in end stood at all the doorways. I can tell you it
was plenty tense. They'd prepared a petition for the bloek
people to sign, and said that we sign or else..... All of us
had to sign with that kind of opposition against us. But Naka-
gawa, the block manager, wrote in at the top of the petition
'This petitionz is being sponsored by the following leaders
of Bxazk WArd V,'and then wrote in the naemes of all the heads
of the agitating group. The leaders didn't see what Nakagawa
had written until most of us were out of the people were out
of the meeting, and then when they saw it they &aid, "Who in
the hell wrote this in," but it was too late. They couldn't
use the petition to present to the administration because it
would have been evidence of coercion. I guess Nakagwa dis-
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guised his writing. They never caught him anyway."

(I asked what role Nimura played ss an sgitator.) "Well,
Nimura went around urging people not to register, all right,
but I think most of the people in the ward felt that he was
mostly a loud mouth snd didn't pay too much attention to him.
He sgid a lot though, and that's why he was picked up. (Ni-
mure was a very intelligent fellow, in my estimation, snd hsd
& brillisnt msnner of speech. He knew how to appeal to the
sentiments of the people, hsd a keen sense for twisting things
around so0 as to catch people's sentiments. There were few
issel speskers in the project who carried as much verbal ap-
peal as he. However, in this instance all his talk only made
him seem ridiculous for he carried none of the power that the
zangsters possessed. The gangsters' appeals, though they
might be crude and forthright, carried with them the threat
fof dsnger to any who opposed them, This was much more ef-
fective.) There was one man in Block 48 who was really danger-
ous, and he got picked up later. It was these other fellows
who were causing most of the trouble in Ward V. I think it
was the fellows around Blocks 48, 47, and so on who were res-
ponsible for Hashida's beating,”

"For about s month the stmosphere in our blocks was ex-
tremely tense. People would wslk into the messhall at lunch
periods, just sit down over their meals snd eat ss yuietkly
as possible, snd then leave, Noone said enything, and every-
one eyed each other with distrust., ZEveryone was suspicious
of wveryone else; there wasn't s Person they could trust.

It was the awfullest feeling."

"It was an interesting ekperience, but I wouldn't csre to
go through it again."

L} Ll L] L L L . L] L] L . L] L] L] L

Certain tactics of agitation brought out in Yoshimi's
observations are interesting. (1) Nimurs was concédered mere-
1y & "loudmouth" although he was one of the most effective
issel speakers in the project. Nimura undoubtedly played his
part in agitation, but it was a lesser role compared to that
of the professional gangsters. The latter were people un-
afraid to use force and violence to gain agreement with their
view, while Nimurs was a family msen who was somewhat csutious
about such extreme action. Hence, it was the agitator with
power behind him who was the most effective during this period.
(£) Spresding fear wes the tactic of the agitetors. When the
agitators lack physicsl power, they must use appesl and verbal
subtlety to gain a following. Force and violence, therefore,
must be accounted a part of the tactic of agitation during
registration., (2) Shibata declares that when he was readly
fearful for the welafre of his family and friends as well as
himself, he lost fight. This was true of many others, There
was 8ot a sufficiently strong group to oppose the gangsters,
and under threats from the latter, the situstion seemed hopeless.
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(4) The administrative error of arresting the boys of Block 42
is now clearer than ever to me. Obviously, where threats and
coercion were being used to oppose & registration which was
being conducted in a democrstics manner, it was clearly neces-
sary to apply some force to stop such coercion., While the
gangsters had physiecal power, it was nothing as compared to
that held by the administration. But it was s juestion of
where that power should be applied. Physical force should
have been used to arrest the agitastors, and not the youths
who were following the agitators, This was the crucisl er-
ror made by the administration. In the eyes of the people
of Ward V, there would have been some justice to the "agi-
tators" being apprehended by the army, snd it would hsave
not disturbedthe people too much had they been picked up,
eut the spprehension of the boys, who hsd families and
friends, throughout ward V, wss sufficient to crystallize
the attitude of all the people against the sdministration
and army. ZEven if the sdministration had not known who was
responsivle for the agisation in Ward V, they should have
taken the trouble to find out rather than taking the drastic
step of arresting the youths. It was a question of arresting
the people who were responsible for the opposition to regis-
tration, and not of arresting those who were merely the by-
products of the agitation. Also, the arrest of the boys
while the agitators were still at large was just the #itunation
suited to the agitators to do their worst business.
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Sunday at Home

We took things easy in the morning, and got up late. A4is
usual, we sat around reading the “unday papers snd listening
to the symphpnbes. Michi promised Chiyeko lMatsuoka that we
would go to hear Rev. Jitsuo Mstsuoks at the Bsptist Church
tonight, and since I was interested in seeing the nisei gsther-
ing that is said to take place there every Bunday evening, we
were planning on going. However, sbout four in the afternoon,
& heavy snowstorm started and we decided that it wasn't worth
it to go on a day like this. We tried to get in touch with
Chiyeko to tell her that we thought it wise to call off the
promised visit to the church, but couldn't get in touch with
her.

Shivata and Al Moriokas

Just as we were having dinner about 6:00 in the evening,
our doorbell rang and Michi ran out thinking it might be a
phone call from Chiyeko. She came back with Yoshimi Shibata
and Al Morioka in train. They had started out lste in the
aftemoon from Melrose Park where Yoshimibuns s nursery and
Al works with him, It tskes them two hours and s half to get
out to the South Side from their home. A 1, who is always
ready to eat and has a vig appetite, looked hungry so Michi
fixed up sandwiches, tea and later served cake, We were won-
dering if Chiyeko would show up, but she didn't so we settled
down to an evening of conversation,

Nisei in the army

Yoshimi's brother is in the army, or rather, serving ss
an interpretor with the Msrine Corps. He went through Savage
and has been stationed in the S outh Pacific for over a year
now., Yoshimi received a letter recently from his brother,
and although there was no way of knewing definitely where hds
brother had written from, the description of sctbonk seemed
to show conclusive evidence of his having participated in the
Tarawa invasion. Said Yoshimi, "Of course, we don't like to
believe it, but éverything seems to point to the fact that he
was at Tarawa." Yoshimi told us of Some of the descriptions
in his brother's letter.

"My brother describes the invasion of some idland that he
participated in with the Marines. There were ten nisei inter=-
preters with him, and each one has an officer assigned to him
to protect him from Marines who get "trigger happy". I guess
it's tom see that nothing happens to them in general, or that
they don't fall into enemy hands. They need the interpreters
ba@ly and there's a shortage of them so that they get maximum
protection. I hear there are nisei all over the Pacific Front,
in India, Australis, Hawsii, and so on. A 11 the rest of the
men are transported by ships, but the nisei interpretess
are flown across on air transports, and some of them sre even
brought to scenes of action on submarines asnd fast destroyers.
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"The army is so badly in need of translatere that when
they make an invasion of an island, the translators aren's
supposed be landed while the bullets are flying around, but
my brother wrote thah when they landed on their island, they
were constantly being strafed. When the army is under sttsck,
the translstors are supposed to be the fiest ones removed from
the fighting sreas. They constantly have one mangk to guard
each one of the translators., The one thing they have to watch
for is some lMarine who gets "trigger happy". My brother says
that he was sleeping on a hammock one day when someone took
& shot at him and the bullet landed in the tree next to him.
He rolled out of the hammadck and into a foxhole, and he said
he stayed there sll day. He thought it was some Jap sniper,
but it turned out to be a "trigger hsppy" Msrine."

"They carry a carbine rifle, but it's only for protec-
tion. My wrother writes that he does most of his fighting
with the dictton??y. As soon s a unit lands and picks up
signs and documents, the boys have to start translsting, and
the faster they translate the better, One time he had to
telk to a prisoner who was captured. He wote that after he
g0t through wuestioning the prisoner, the prisoner was in-
terested to know what nationality my brother was. He told
the prisoner he was Fumpgms American. Then the other fellow
asked where his homeland was. I guess my bpother didn't tell
him much."

"But generally speaking, it seems that these nisei fel-
lows have very little feeling about fighting the Japanese.
He wrote that at first he wondered how he would feel when they
made sn attack on Japanese forces, but when he saw the bedies
piled up after their attack on the i%land, he had no feeling
whatsoever of attachment to the Jaspanese soldiers, When its
a matter of warfare, they're the enemy and that's sll there
is to it. On the other hand, my brother writes that when
one of their own group gets killed, it's an entirely different
feeling. One moment, the soldier may be talking to him, and
then a short while later some body else carries him in all
covered in a blanket. He says you get an entirely different
feeling avout your friends under such circumstances, He says
too that these Marines are really first class fighters. Al=-
though the issei talk sbout how much superior the Japsanese
soldiers are, he says the Marines are plenty good and know how
to take care of themselves., The Jaspanese soldiers are apparent-
ly ferécious and fanatical fighters, vut the Marines take ad-
vantage of Jcpanese fanaticism because they wait for them to
come out as they inevidtably do. The Japanese sodliers mske
charge after charge and the Marines just wait for them and
mow them down,"

"He saeid that some of the night fighting is about the
worst thing he's ever experienced. The Japsnese soldiers
come out fighting at night, and the Marines are told to re-
main quietly in their foxholes. The Jaspanese come out yelling
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and screaming. Of course, you can't tell who's who in the
darkness, and there's the possibility that one of the Japanese
might sttaeck you in the foxhole at any minute. Then those
bombers come overhead snd drop bombs all over the beach.

You liezin the foxhole, and he ways you can even hear the
click of the bomb bay as it opens and shuts again. And the
bombs always lookx as if they're headed right for the place
where you are. I guess it's a terrible sensation."

"He found thst the Jsvznese prisoners are surprised st
the kind of treatment they get. When the Japanese soldiers
are clegned up after an attack, the Marines dig graves for
them, ome 0f the Japanese prisoners were surprised to see
such tr€atment of their dead comrades. They thought the hsku
%ig would be barbarisns. They're often grateful for the

reatment that's given them."

Nisei Draft

As usual, the conversation turned th the draft status
of the various members present. Said,Al, "Yeah, I guess I'll
ve going to work on the seed farm in Walla Walla, Washington.
The folks want to have me work on the farm because they hope
it'll get me deferred." He said the last with some show of
embarrassment. Al probably feels that he ought not to be run-
ning away from the thing, and yet there is gquite a bit of
parental pressure to keep him out of the army.

Yoshimi doesn't know what his status is yet., "I'M not
going to find out either, because you might as well let sleep-
ing dogs lie. It might get them started if I enguire."” BRut
the uncertainty of the draft seems 1o have s8ll the fellows
somewhat stumped in starting new plans.

Most of the fellows sgree that if they get drafteé, they
would prefer to go to Savage rsther than to Shelby. However,
they say that Savage is raising its standards because there
are sO many spplications ®rom the boys that Shelby that they
can afford to rsise their standards. Paul Sakai who was fight-
ing on the North African front is now at Savage also.

Farm Prospects

Al looked s8ll over the mid-west aress for farm prospects.
I asked Yoshimi whether he hsd looked around becsuse he had
talked as if he had. Al said, "Say, Yoshimi's been around
probasbly more than snyx other nisei, at least in this section.”
Yoshimi elaborated, "I've been looking around ever since October
of last year. I went around to the Campbell Soup Compsny to
see if they would be interested in organizing farms with Jg-
panese labor. They were interested st first. You see, the
Camppll company has generally followed a policy thet thegx
wouldn't compete with the farmers who contract with them, but
since the war, the farmers Wave found that they can make more
on the open market and the Campbell Company has hsd some
trouble getting their needed produce. I told them that if
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they would proviée the farm, equipment, and cost of production,
we could provide the management and lasbor. At first the fellow
was interested, but when I went around to see him later, he said
he couldn't see their company putting up the money and going to
the trouble of finding farms, ete., in order to put some Japan-
ese to work. We never got anywhere with the desl, slthough

the proposition is still open. I've gone all over trying to
work out propositions of sll kinds, but none of them have work-
ed out. But it's pretty hard to find snything now. In fact,
it's almost impossible."

"Last week, three of us wket down to Toledo, Ohio. There's
a fellow down there who has about three thousand acres that
aren't doing anything. I went down there and brought along
with me kkxe two fellows who operated big #farms in California.
One fellow operated and manasged three thousand acres, the other
fellow was managing eight hundred Ggres. We had plenty of
power in our arguments. We told him just how we would go asbott
organizing the ferm. He wanted to know where we'd get the
equipment, We told him we'd bring it slong. He wanted to
know where we'd get the labor., We said we had plenty of labor,
He asked if we knew how to grow the crops, and we t0ld him
we wouldn't be looking around if we didn't. He seemed agree-
able enough then, and quite interested in the proposition. He
thought we might sgart eut with about 600 acres. Eut later
he went around to find out what the people of the community
thought. They told him thst if the Japs came in and worked
on his farms, they'd own the farms within three years. That
scared him out and he wouldn't follow through on the proposi-
tion., That's the way it's gone every time. They're interest-
ed at first, but they get scared out by one thing or asnother."

"It's almost impossible to find any unoccupied land, and
where you try to work for somebody else, they're afraid of
taking Japanese labor for one reason or snother. One of the
biggest reasons seems to be that they're afraid the Japauese
will take over the farms sooner or lsgter if they're hired to
work the land."

Tom Oksbe commented, "Well, I would say there was some
Justification for their fear. I sn't it the intention of the
Japanese to get a foothold dne the land so that they can own
what they operate. (Noone said anything to this, which was
practicially an agreement.) That's the only reason the Japan-
ese are interested in farming. They're not out to work for
somebody c¢lse."

The discussion went on in this mim wein., The two chief
@ifficulties in starting farms right now are: (1) the under-
tainties in connection with the draft, and (2) the impossibili-
ty of getting any land to work. Yoshimi says he's looked sll
over the mid-west approaching sll menner of people in the hope
of getting something started, but hasn't hsd any suecess. 3aid
he, "The way I look at it, the only way we can get started is
to organize into & corporation. If you have ten nisei together
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in & farm corporation, the chances sre that not all ten of
them would be drafted. At least fumx three or four of them
are likely to be deferred, and you need only one good msn to
keep the thing going. Furthermore, if we can get six or
eight hundred scres, each man could be given one-tenth of it
88 his responsibility, The ejuipment could be owned in com-
mon. Any one or two fellows who don't fall into line could
be controlled by the others because no single individual would
own a majority stock and éveryone would have a voting voice,
If one or two of them find they can't mske a go of it, they
could compensated on some percentsge basis, and someone else
could be found to replace him, I velieve the syndicate is
the only possibility for the nisei to start farming, and

I don't see how else the thing could be handled."

"If the nisei csn't get started in farming now, I don't
see what possibility he will have of starting anything after
the war. This is the time to start, but with the dreft and
everything else, there doesn't seem to be any way in whic h

to break in. I feel that the Situation looks awfully dark
for the nisei.™

A Nisei Joke

Yoshimi told & nisei joke. The story went, "A nisel
one day boarded a street car and sat down. He noticed that
one of the hskujin seated nearby kept staring at him. Present-
ly the other individual stood up and came over to ssk him,
'Do you mind telling me what nationslity you are?' The nisei
replied, 'I'm & nisei.' The hakujin said, 'Oh, yes, of course,’
and went back to his sest and sat down. Presently, the fellow
again came over to ask, 'What nstionality did you say you were?'
The reply was, 'A nisei,' and the other,dissatisfded, persist-
ed, 'But what group are you descended from?' Said the nisei,
'Oh, I'm a descendant of an issei.' The hakujin was epparently
still puzzled, but accepted the answer. Presently, he came
back & third time, and asked, 'Say, where do the issei come
from?8 The nisei replied a third time very candidly, 'The
issei are a people who live on an island off the coast of
Asia.' The hakujin said, 'Now I understand,' and seemingly
satisfied went ebout hid@ own business."

A True Story

Yoshimi followed with another story which he alleged was
true. "A yogore was riding on an El whhkn he noticed thst a
man across the aksle kept staring at him with an unfriendly
look. For a while the yogore didn't psy sany attention, but
a8 he was ready to get off, he found himself rether irritated
by the others concentrated glare, so he leaned over at the
other fellow and asked, 'Say, do I owe you snything?' and
walked off the csr."”
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Race and Status

Michi and I were walking home from school for lunch when
we encountered a young Caucasian girl loitering near the Navy
Treining School dorm on Greenwood. We've seen her loitering
around there before talking to the sailors who crane out of
their dorm windows to shout st every girl who comes by. Michi
remarked, "I guess that girl's out to hustle up business for
herself." She couldn't ve more than eighteen, but she's not
attractive. She's built as husky as an ox, she's peinted up
like a street girl, and she has the crude and unintellégent
look of a moron. All in 8ll, she reminds me of an Indian
girl named Kuth who used to come by the men's bunkhouse up
in the Alasks cannery where I worked to attract the men.

Michi further commented after we'd walked some distance, "Isn't
it too pad that girls have to be that way. I'd much rsther

e & normal Japanese girl thsn s hakujin girl like that, I
agreed and added, without thinking, "Yes, it would eve
better tihren<beiwe-ea to be s normsl KN egro girl than to be
something like that." Which might have merely indicated my
rational recognition of the difficult status of the Negroes

or might have indicated something of prejudice on my part.

Zoot Suiters

Michi went downtown the other day and was disgusted by

& niseil couple who boardedthe E1 on University at the same
time she did. Michi related, "I was riding downtown on the

El today when I noticed that all the people around me were
staring at something in the front part of the car. I looked
to see what they were staring at and I saw this nisei couple,
The fellow was a zoot-suiter with a long haircut and terribly
sloppy appearance, and the girl was equally sloppy. The worst
of it was that they were practically necking right in front
over everybody. The girl would lean over like this (demonstrates)
and telk to the fellow, and it looked like they were necking
with each other. She could have been & nice looking girl if
she knew how to fix herself up properly, but as she was, she
looked awfully cheap. Anywsy, it was a terrible looking sight
and I was disgusted. They ought to know better than to make

& show of themselves like that in front of all the people, but
they're just the kind of nisei kids to give 8 bad impression
of nisei to the hakujin."

Rumor

Tom told us today of a rumor he picked up. Said he, "I
didn't get this from the fellow who was immediately involved,
80 I don't know whether it's true., But one nisei here in Chi-
cago took his pre-induction physical snd wss classified 1-4,
end then was told that he didn't have to report right away
because the Army wasn't ready to take him in. The fellow
figured that the Army may be holding up all nisei induction
again probably because of the kibei affair down at the Alsbams
army camp. Lgybe we won't have to go into the Army after sll,"
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It's possivle that with all the Congressional disturbance
over nisei induction, that the Army masy be stopping induction
for the time to re-consider its induction program. However,
this only one instance to kegin with, and only a rumor at that.
I presume the induction will continue. I should consider it
a dark day for the nisei if army induction were closed to them.

Michi's Vacation

The Civil Affairs Training School is to have its "break"
(vacation) of a week beginning next Saturdsy. For s while it
seemed that the men wouldn't be getting a break, but the sn-
nouncement was made this morning that they were to hsave s
week furlough. Several of the men are taking trips to their
homes snd elsewhere, and after the snnouncement, that was sll
they could talk of. The travelling bug got into Michi and Shig,
and Michi immedistely began to consider the possibility of going
either to Minidoka to see her folks or to B oulder to visit
her sister., Minidoks seemed out because of the distance., She
hesn't seen Fumiko for almost a year now, and Michi seemed quite
anxious to tske the trip to Boulder. The only congideration
standing in her way was the expense., I felt that she had
earned her vacation, and didn't want to stand in the way of
her going if she wanted to go, although from other considera-
tions, I somewhat felt that it might be better to save the money.

If I should be taken into the army, and her present job doesn't
last out the duration, she would need every cent at some later
date, My only thought was that Michi had hsd s tough grind

at the teaching position, and that it would do her good to

have a change.

Michi talked it over with Shig and me, but we couldn't
help her make the decision., She also talked to M ay, and May
being a little more congservative about spending money too freely
dampened Michi's travelling spirit e little. It was nothing
that lisy said, for she merely joined in to weighthe problem
with Michi, but it was the way in which May ssid it. Michi
finglly decided not to make the trip because Fumiko is having
her furlough in the middle of April, and will be coming out,
we hope, for about a week's stay with us. F umi, on her part,
is torn between the desire to visit her perents in Minidoks,
and the desire to visit out here.

Nasuo's Visit

Nasuo dropped in this afternoon at mothers. He is on his
way back to Cincinnati after visiting in Minidoka to _await in-
duction for he's already tsken his pre-induction phSydisl and
has been classified 1-A. Mother said, "I asked Nasuo how the
Situation was in camp, and he said that everyone was very much
upset about the sons going into the army. The feeling seems
very bad. I asked him whether it was because the issei still
feel that Japan will win the war, and Nasuo told me that that
was Jjust it. They don't see any use in the nisei going into
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the Army.  According to him the casuslty rate among the nisei
units in Italy has been as high as 50%. They say that is high-
er than for the rest of the soldiers, and they don't like it.

I ssked him if there was anything veing done about it, and he
8aid that there wasn't because the only thing the nisei could
do was to go in,"

Mrs. Hashiguchi Proposes to Visit

Nasuo brought the surprising news from Minidoka that his
mother, Mrs., Hashiguchi, is planning to visit Chicego sometime
in the Bear future. The news is surprising because Mrs. Eashi-
guchi is now about sizty-six years old, never travelled much
beyond the limits of Seattle until evacuation, and just ins't
the type that one would expect to see travekling sround the
country at her leisure. She knows enough English to manage
better than most issei women, but still it isn't muech., ¥Nother
and Mrs. Hsshiguchi are cousins and were very close to each
Oother in Seattle. It will be nice to have her visit. But
Mgy is exasperated, for she says, "What is she going to do in
Chicago. It'll mean that I'll have to tske time off from
work to go meet her at the station. 4And I'1l have to show
her around town with mother, because they can't go out ny
themselves. These people in camp seem to think that we out
here gre living just as they are, and that we've got all the
time in the world to meet trains and show them sround town.
They ought to realize that we' ve got our work to do too."

Mother can't imagine what it is that is bringing Mrs.,
Heshgiuchi out. She said, "It may be that they're thinking
of relocating, snd that they're thinking of prospecting the
situation." If that were the case, however, Mrs Hashiguchi
would be the one to come out. Mother has always said that
Mrs. H. is one of those issei women with an enormous curiousity
for new experiences, slthough she's seldom had them, and en-
Joys travelling and seeing new things. Mrs, H. hss always
been a little jealous of the oppor tunities mother has had to
travel around, be entertained among hskujin by her daughters,
etc. Ilrs. H. hasn't had those opportunities. In her letters
to mother, one notes a slight tone of envy at mother's op-
portunity to visit in South Bend with Nobu and Kaz, and all
the other things mother has been able to do. May remarked,
"I guess they've got money enough to send Mrs. Hashiguchi
out here,"

Well, it will be a probler as %o what %o do to entertain
Mrs., H. if she comes out, May is going to write to suggest
the difficulties becsause she has a hunch Mre., H, doesn't rea-
lize what the provlems of getting sround Chicago are,




