Jan. 3, 1944
Miyamoto Journal

At the Office

I was at the office at 9:00 as ususl, and to my surprise
discovered Charlie there., C harlie piled up his notes over the
holiday week end so high that I guess he felt impekled to get
here early snd get it down on paper. I worked all day cleaning
up some of the back notes that have been piling up for me, and
working a little on the Tule report., The latter goes discourag-
ingly sbowly.

Sectionalism

Tom ceme in and asked what happened at the Okabes after
they left. I didn't have much to say, but Tom raised the ques-
tion as to whether the Northwest nisei, particularly the Seattle
nisei, always talk about the Seattle scenery when they get to-
gether with Californians.

Myself: "Why do you ask that guestion?"

Tom: "Well, other Californians have made the same observation.
I have in my notes the comment of a girl who isn't especially
bright or observing, but she said the same thing. She says,
'When Seattle people get together, they wlways talk about the
scenery up there. That's all they talk about, Iaybe it's be-
cause they have nothing else to say. C alifornians don't talk
so much about scenery, but they talk more about their friends
and their sctivities.' And Chiyeko said the same thing. I
guess Michi, Shig, and some of the other Washington people up
in 401 were talking sbout the Seattle scenery one day when
they were sitting around. Chijeko commented that she wished
they wouldn't talk so much sbout the scenery up there because
nobody else is interested. L ast night at the Okabes the same
thing happened. The subject of the Washington scenery came up.
Now we have scenery in Cslifornia, but we don't spend a great
dea% of time talking about it. Why is it that Washington people
do?

Myself: "Last night I think the circumstances were such that it

naturally led into that conversation. If Tom hadn't brought out
his album, I don't think the subject would have come up. Don't

you think thst his dragging out all the pictures of Seattle and

the surrounding area might have bBad something to do with 1t3"

Tom: "Well, yes, the album did have something to do with it.

But the subject of the Seattle scenery does come up rather often.
In Ssn Francisco we have the Golden Gates Bridge, and most of
the kids climb Berkeley Hill (%) every now and then. A lot of
people take trips up to Yosemite, and there are plenty of other
scenes around the Bay Region which are well worth seeing, but

the Californisns don't spend much time talking about it. (Tom
didn't quite say it, . but he inferred that the S eattle people
talk of their scenery as if it were the only one in the country.)

Myself: "Well, I don't know. I don't bhink it's only the nisei
who telk sbout the scenery around Seattle if they come from Seattle.
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I've heard hskujin from Seattle do the same thing. Oh, they admit
the rather undesirable aspects of the weather, and that sort of
thing. But they'll go into & discussion of the scenic aspectsof
the city and the lakes, rivers, seashores, and mountains in the
surround ing areas to which one msay trake trips. 1It's simply that
the scenery is definitely a part of the city. It's surrounded

by the sea and the lske on two sides, you can see snow-capped
mountains all around right from the city, Mt, Rainier is in

view fo the south; in other words, the scenery in Seattle is some-
thing to talk about.”

Tom: "Perhaps, then, there is ® legitimate ground for civie pride
among Seattleites with respect to their scenery. Of course, the
thing is that the Californians resent the Northwesterners talking
about their ares as if it were superior to @alifornia. There may
be definite circumstances in the Northwest superior to thst in
California, but the Californians feel that the Northwesterners

act superior on that account. It's pretty clear as to the direction
in which the resentment runs. The fanny part of it i3 that a
Californie fellow may not know a single Northwesterner, or he

may hsve run into only one or two, but he'll say, 'Oh, 81l the
northwesterners are a bunch of snooty conservatives," of 'They
think they're too damned good.' Then if they run into someone
from Seattle they like, they won't consider him a Northwesterner,
but they Jjust think of him as 'gll right.' They're surprised when
they find out that he's from the Northwest, and treat him as a
special case., These attitudes seem to exist among those who don't
know snything sbout the other group."

Myself: "I think that's emactly it., The two sectional groups
reglly don't know each other, they don't have much of a chsnce

to get to know each other, and they develop these sterepotyped
notions sbout esch other. You don't find Seattle people mixing
easily with Californisns, or vice versa, snd the reacson 4 1
think, that's its rather natural for them to seek out the friends
they knew back home. There may be definite circumstances that
have made the people of the two sections different in some re-
spects, but by snd large, I doubt if either group has cause to
feel superior over the other."

I might have gone on to add that some marked differences
do exist, wut it seems that the strength of the sectionsl group
is also inclined to be its weakness. The typtecal stereotypes of
the two sectional groups as expressed by the out-group in regards
to the other sre:

Northwesterners--~They're a bunch of snooty conservatives.
They're too damned cliquish. They think they're too
damned good. Those Washingtonisns are certainly Ja-
panesey. Jeez, but they're slow. They're provinecial

as hell, They ain't got no guts, they'll take eny-
thing lieing down. They're a bunch of 'lilies’.




Miyamoto Journal
Jan. &, 1944

Californians~--~Gee, but they're Japanesey. They don't know
how to get along with hakujin because they never had
much contact with them. unch of rowdies. Zoot=-suiters.
Never have seen sny group so cliquish. They're always
ready to pick a fight. Why don't they get a haircut?

No wonder the Japanese were evacuated from the West
Coast.

I suspect there are real differences in the characteristics
of the group, not with regard to the individual cases, but rakher
in the average characteristies of the groups as wholes. The Fa-
panese in the Northwest are perhaps more conservative than those
in California. They are much more inclined to accept a subordi-
nate position beneath the Caucasians, and are less willing to fight
back for what the Californians would consider their rights. 1In
general, they may be described as milder of temperament, less cer-
tain of their conviections and personal self conception (whether
Japanese or Americens), and sre less aggressive than the Californ-
ians. I rather suspect that, on the average, the Japanese in the
Northwest probgbly had s little more and friendlier contacts with
Caucasians than was the case in California, but this is a some=-
what hazarddus generalization. The nature of the relationship,
however, was such that the Japanese were not fi ghting for their
rights as Americans, but rsther accepting the good will of those
Caucasians who are or were interested in the Japanese immigrants
eand their children for one reason ar another.

It seems to me that the conditions in Cslifornia, where
the anti-Japanese agitation was more severe, where the competi-
tion between the xwav Japanese and the majority group was more
keenly felt, did maske a difference in shaping the characteristics
of the Japaneses In a sense, they had to be more aggressive to
maintain their position in society; they had to fight harder for
what they got and had to fight to keep it. One notes that poli-
tical alliances and allegiances among the Japsnese in California
was much more definite than in the north, the pro-Americans were
much more definitely so, and the pro-Japsnese were much more d£fi-
nitely so. There was not the lukewarm character of allegiance
that more definitely was the charscteristic of Northwesterners.

It must be repeated that all thig was a matter of degree
in both groups. Beitkit-ek~ Both the Northwestern and Californian
Japanese carry essentially the same characteristics; there is
the same confusion asmong them as to their allegiance, the same
provincislism that was wrought by their immigrent bsekground and
immediate stabilization on the West Coast, the same resentment of
their oppression by the majoirty group; but the conditions of
their environing states have caused the Northwest people to be
more typically middle class and less aggressive, and the Cali-
fornians to show wider varistions of class identifieation and more
aggreseiveness. Other factors such as the number of more strictly
Japanese communities, the size of their groups, etc., which differ-
eé in the two areas, have entered into the differences.
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These differences are at the bottom of the sectional feel=-
ings among the resettlers in Chicago. The members of the two
sectionsl groups do feel some real differences, although these
differences may be understood only vaguely, but on the basis of
the felt di fferences, they are inclined to stereotype all members
of each others groups. In a wider sense, these sectional feelings
are based on the natural inelination of people to seek out rels-
tionships among those with whom they have a similar set of ex-
periences and background. It is nstural that the Caelifornians
should feel more at home discussing the life in Cslifornis with
another nisei from that area, than to try to bridge the gap with
a Washingtonian. It is equally natural that the Californian
should find something strange about a group with whom they do
not share a common background. This works both ways.

Whet is primsrily of interest is that these feelings of
difference and of socisl distance should be translated into
attitudes of superiority-inferiority with reguards to each other,
The existence of this process indiestes the presence of some com-
petition eamong these groups, or the feeling that the resettlers’
group solidarity is threstened by the behavior of the other group.
There is a rady tendency among the members of each group to defend
their side against the other. When Tom started to raise gquestions
about the Northwesterners today, for instance, I could feel myself
being sroused to defend my group al though I have no strong feeling
that the Northwesterners are any better or worse than the Californi-
ans, And it is almost as easy to let slip derogatory remarks abot
the other group. One may spesk of "Those Californians” without
serious intent of derogating the other group, yet there always
seems to exist s unconscious and underlying intent at derogation.
I presume that it is a characteristics of human nature to feel
that the group with whom he is identified is somehow superior to
others. In any case, there is mme as much need for assimilstion
between these two groups, as there is for assimilation of the
nisei into the majority group.

The Lorrahne Apt. Group

In our apartment building, as I've indicated previously,
there are now the Okgbe couple, Toshiko and Wataru Sekiya, mother
and May, Michi and myself, and Shig. This mskes nine mksx evacuees
in all living here, Reports on this group have been presented
in my journsal elsewherey and from this point this group will be
discussed as a social group under the hesding Lorraine Apt. Group.

Toshiko Sekiys came up for discussion between May and Michi
this evening. Toshiko is definitely socially negative as a per-
sonality. She wants to uve accepted, be considered a socially
desirable individusl, but there isn't anything in her persoanlity
makeup to call forth a favorsble response from others. She's
thekind of person who is considered all right in a social group,
end whom everyone ignores after the first meeting,




Miyamoto Journal
Jan. 3, 1948&

Toshiko has been complaining to May sbout her relations
with Tom and Rose Okabe. They are old friends from Seattle and
Tule Lake, and it was Tomiaﬂﬂ Rose who got the present apartment
for Toshiko snd her brother. ulay said, "Toshiko was telling me
yesterdsy that she has her troubles with Bom and Rose. When she
used to go over to Tom and Rose's place to borrow the ironing
board, which bklong to the spartment, Tom rather frowns on her
and seems not to like the idea of her borrowing the board. But
Toshiko says that Tom and Rose are always borrowing things from
her when eke-mn they need something. F or instance, last night
they borrowed Toshiko's kitchen table in order to hold the party
at their place. The day before, they bosrwwed the table too be-
cause of their New Year's party. The used it for Christmas, and
for Thanksgiving. Sometimes, Toshiko needs her table and it's
inconvenient for her when they borrow it from her." :

"The thing that arouses her resentment is that they seem
g0 reluetant about letting her use their things, but they're al-
waye borrowing things from her. There was a garbage pail that
was attached to the kitchen of the mpartment that the Okabes lived
in before, snd which Toshiko took over, but when the Okabes moved
to the apartment in the rear, they took this with them. Mrs. Mor-
ris saw it there, and she Just picked it up arnd put it back in
its original place. Toshiko says that she was afraid the Okabes
might have thought she took it, or asked for it."

The thing sbout Toshiko is that she's more like a social
parasite than anything else. That is, she can't maintain herself
independently as a social individual, and she has to depend on
people like the Okabes and May to keep up her contacts. They
treat her well enough because they realize her plight, but they
also get a little exasperated with her. They are zlso g little
inclined to override her because she won't assert herself, and
yet she complains to others about the treamiment she gets from
others. Toshiko is an extremely stubborn one-track minded in-
dividual, without sufficient social sencsitivity to realize when
she's not wanted or how she might make herself more interesting
to others.
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Japanese Language Dept.

Hansye Ichiyasu walked home with Shig, Michi and myself at
lunchtime. Shig remarked, "Say, somebody told already." (I
didn't understand what they were talking about, but I later realize-
ed that they referred to the exam which was to have been kept se-
cret until the day it was given.) Michi: "Somebody told agein?
Halpern definitely said that we weren't to announce the exam in
our classes." Hanaye: "It must have been Wada." Michi: "I don't
know where the leak is, but some people don't have any brains,
Didn't Halpern make a definite announcement this time that we
shouldn't tell the students sbout the exam?" Shig: "Sure, I
asked Halpern to make sure sbout it because last time he didn't
say explicitly whether or not we should announce it. He definite-
ly said that we should keep it guiet.," As Hanaye left us at the
corner of 61st and Greenwood to go to her mother's place, she said,
"Dewa ohiru mate aimasu wa. (We'll meet again in_the afternoon.)"

Shig: "God, why does that girl have to use Japanese on the streets.
I guess she does that to practice, but it' s not a good idea when
there are hakujin around."

Michi: "Hanaye's not very smart sometimes. It's all right to use
Japanese up in the office, if Hanaye wants to practice, or its
perfectly justified to spesk in Japanese to the officers because
we're supposed to be training them. But when we're out on the
street, I don't think it's a good ideas at all to converse in Ja-

panese. I couldn't blame anybody if they resented our using a
foreign langusge among ourselves when we know perfectly well how
to speak English."

Michi was disturbed about one of her students named Lt.
Casey. "He's gll right,"™ she said, "but he's suech a crude fel-
low and tselks so much. I don't think any of the otherstudents
like him, The rest of them are gentlemen, but he's always say-
ing things that have a vulgar tinge to them. If anybody else
says the same thing he does, it doesn't sound so bad; but when
he says it, there's something sbout the way he puts it that seems
to mgke the thing sound off color. I wish he weren't in my class.
Today, he went out during class I guess to go to the washroom.
When he went out, the door was locked so that he couldn't get in
from the outside, and he locked himself out. When he came back
about five minutes later, I could hear him rattling the door.
Men like Alt and Muckle, who apparently don't think too well of
Casey anyway, Jjust kind of smiled st me, so I looked at the door
and kind of grimsced to indicate what I thought. I went and open-
ed the door, and Casey mumbled, "Thenk you." I decided to teach
him & little manner, so I asked him to say it in Japanese, but
I gslo mentioned that he wouldn't merely say 'Thasnk you' but
that he should say, 'Shitsurei itashimashita.'(Sorry to disturb
you.) I think Casey objected to saying it, but I made him say it.
The others were kind of laughing quietly to themselves over it.
But Casey's funny; at the end of the class, he always Jjumps up
and holds my cost for me. And he's always calling me the 'little
Flower' or something equelly flowery that I don't 1like.,"
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We resumed the conversation sbout the department in the
evening. Michi had some comments to make sbout Niwa and the others,
and about the exam that Halpern has scheduled for Wednesdsy.

"Today Mr. Niwa actually smiled a few times., I think I'm
bresking him down gradually, but it's an wwful strain to keep my-
self from bursting on him, He's so dumb, and he's so awfully
serious, that I've got to treat him pretty much as I treat &he
other students. I handle him so that I can get the results I
want from him. If he keeps melting a little more, though, he may
get to the point where he csn be a little more informal with the
classes."

"Halpern called us down to his office this afternoon, and
Niwa and I went down. It happened that Halpern was working on
something else at the time, so we waited outside in the ante-
room. During that time, in order to be friendly, I began dis-
cussing with him some of the problems in regamrds to our classes.
I can't tell him things as Paul tells Tajima, because Rev. Niwa
is older then I and I just can't tell him off, so I tried to
give him my ideas without seeming to order him. I suggested to
him that we'd have to handle Casey because he's inclined to get
out of hand if we don't push him down sometimes. Niwa and Tajims
were s0 afraid of their classes that the classes ran them. 7You
have to assert yourself in order to maintain discipline there;
otherwise, the students aren't respongive and they don't learn
anything. Besides, one man like Casey can ruin a class Ly de-
morealizing the others because he tries to dominate so much.,
I told Rev., Niwa about the way I hendled him this morning, and
how Imade him say certain things in order to teach him a little
magnners as well as Japasnese. Rev. Niwa was surprised at my
erust, I guess, but he had a good lsugh over it,.,"

"I was telling him too sbout the Japsnese usage, "Uchi
no kodomo. (The child of our house).™ I ssked him, 'In Japsnese
we don't say 'My child' do we.' Niwa just cocked his head and
he didn't seem to know. He didn't say anything, but he just
looked puzzled. I told him thst we say '"uchi no kodomo' in
preference, but he still wasn't swe. S0 I went into an expla-
nation of why it's so0, because the Japanese think of their chil-
dren as a part of the Great Family, as an heir of an sncestrsl
line, and not as a member of an individual family as in America.
Then it seemed to dawn on him as to what the Japanese usage is,
and he nodded his head smiling as if it had all come to him as
a new light. Gosh, I'm teaching him Japanese instead of his
teaching me., I don't know what's the matter with him, but he
seems so slow in catching on. He hasn't any clarity in his
thinking; he seems all muddled up. You never hear a Japanesge
parent saying, 'My child'; it just isn't used, and Rev. Niwa
ought to realize such things. I guess maybe it's because I've
heard you talk sociology so much that I've come to think in those
terms, but he should have reslized the usage without my having
to explain it all to him."
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Shig and Michi were objecting to Halpern's indefiniteness
again, They have long objected to the fact that he calls down
the instructors one by one, or by partners, instead of taking
them all at once. Michi's standard complain on this score has
been, "Why doesn't he call the whole group at once snd tell us
definitely what his instructions to us are. H e always calls
us in little groups, and hands out his information piece mesl
to one group and another., That's why we have to go back and
find out from others what's going on in the department. Iike
this matter of the examination. He told S hig that it wasn't
to be announeed, and Shig was suppose to go upstairs and tell
everybody else. But thst way, it may have happened that some-
body didn't hear that the announcement of the exam wasn't bo
be made in the classes, and somebody might have slipped up simply
because he didn't get Halpern's instruection. If he'd eell all
of us at the same time, then we'd have no excuse for not knowing
anything that wasix said at the econference. Besides, it's an
awful waste of time for the rest of us, because we have to sit
upstairs weiting until we're called. If he took us all together,
then the conferencew would be done with. If he has anything to
say in private to the teachers, he could call them aside later.
4ll the kids have been complaining about it because they waste
50 much time and they never get all the information that Halpern
gives out."

"I don't think Haslpern's a good administrator although

he's a very nice fellow. I'm sure he's s good scholar in linguist-
ics, but he's not systematic and precise enough to be s good
administrator over others., I think he's s rather modest and shy
person, and perhaps that's why he prefers to speak to small

groups of teachers rather than to see them as s groups But he
should have all the things he has to say to the instructors

in his mind, and he should give definite instructions as to what
may be done and mhat shouldn't be., The disorgsnization in the
office is partly his fault because he's not aggressive enough

in demending things from the instructors. If we could thrash

out our problems in a conference of all the teachers, then we'd
know exactly how the individusl teachers stood, and there wouldn't
be the bickering behind scenes. When Halpern does csll a confer-
ence of sll the teschers, we discuss grammsr and that sort of
thing on which nobody's agreed, ani we never get some of the

other information which would be of a help to us. The confer-
ences of all the teachers should be more to hand out instruetions
on the conduct of the eclasses, and then if they want to discuss
moot points, it would be &ll right."

"Ms jor Murrasy came up again today, and I tutored him for

almost an hour, He asked me if I wouldn't tutor him privetely

in the evenings, and I told him I didn't care to do so because
I'm all worn out by evening; bndé I said I thought I could get
him somebody else. Major Murray said that thst wouldn't do,

he wanted me for a tutor. He asked me to think sbout it a little
more. I mentioned this to Helpern, and Hslpern didn't seem to
like the idea. I guess he feels that I'm the focal point of
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dissension in the office because I was given the beginner's class,
presumsably because I'm supposed to be the best teacher or some=-
thing, or at least he's afraid some of the others may feel that
way. He feels there's likely to be too meuh competition in the
office over such things as tutoring. I guess he didn't under-
stand that I wasn't anxious to do the teaching. Anyway, I told
him I wasn't interested, and he said he'd get Wakai, because Wakail
is only teaching part time." ;

"Gee, today I worked right straight from three o'clock
tutoring some of the men who came up., I was swamped g0 I had
Paul helping with one of the men. Snyder came up, and I guess
he wanted me to help him, but I alresdy had two men from my
beginner's class, so0 I asked Paul to take him over. Snyder kept
glancing back over his shoulders every now and then, I guess tO
see whether I'd finish wéth the other men,"

"Some of the teachers$ don't ever have anyone coming up
in the afternoons. It's always the same people who're working
in the afternoon. There's Psul and myself, and Shig and Hanaye;
we slways have somebody up in the afternoon. Chiyeko's aslways
got her group too, and Suzuki never helps her. The rest of them
are always just sitting around the table talkigg and joking.
Msry Sonoda's students have never come up, not once. Casey told
me that she's the kind of girl who freezes up when she's asked
& question to which she doesn't know the answer, and so the class
kind of freezes up too. She's an awfully nice girl, but she's
too timid. Wada's students never come, and that means Uehara and
Wakai never have enything to do. Do you know what all those
people were doing today? Uehara brought some of her New Yesar's
food today---they had nigirimeshi, tamago-yski, and even tea,---
and they were all sitting around this table eating while all
the others were tutoring the officers. I couldn't take care of
all the men who came, so0 I asked M ary Sonoda if she wouldn't
tske one of them. Mary seemed reluctant to leave the table, I
guess becausee she was having a good time just then. Of courss,
I don't mind tesching in the afternoon because it would get awful
boring just to sit around like those people, but, gee, we're doing
all the work around there,"

"Tgjims is supposed to help Paul, but nobody ever wants
her. Men like Snyder and Hull snd Patterson come up every other
afternoon, but they slways go to Paul, or come up to me., She's
way in the corner of thepoom behind the filing cabinéts anyway,
end she's always sleeping back there. She even uses the back
door to come in and go out, so that noone ever knows whether she's
around or not. She ought to come out and join the group mors;
no wonder she's such a gueer girl. She just carries that aloof
air, and novody pays any sttention to her, The men don't go to
see Niwa either. Today, Lyon came up when I was busy, and Niwa
could have helped him, but Lyon just went over to Paul and asked
him to help. I saw Niwa looking at P aul. Neither Halpern nor
Mary come up to the office any more; they ought to come up once
in a while to see what's going on there."
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Shig has been asked by Bogart and K enney to do some pri=-
vate tutoring in the evenings. He feels that it's all right to
get a little extra money, but the tutoring will cut in on three
evenings every week. Eesides, Bogart's place is so far from
ours that it will teske guite a time for Shig to get there after
supper. They offered to come up to our apasrtment instead, but
that has its disadvsntage because then they can take their own
time avout going home. B ogart has invited Shig over to dinner
tomorrow night, and that means that Shig will be around there
until about nine straight through from six in the evening., Bo-
gart likes nisei, he had hisg children playing with nisei in

California, and Bogasrt is also a very sociable fellow though of
the quiet gentlemanly type.
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Japanese lLsnguage Dept.

Michi reports that relations between Niwa and herself was
better today than it's ever been. She declared: "Today, Rev.
Niwa and I got along better than ever. He smiled at me several
times, ceme over to my desk now and then, and even offered to
show me the results of the exam in Seetion 1. That exam yes-
terday did more to bring us together than anything else. He
was still crabbing about the thing, so I told him what we'd dis-
cussed at home about its principle being 8ll right, but it's
unfairness to the students because of the impossibility of fin-
ishing the thing within any reasonsble time. ZEverybody was still
a little sore about it; except possibly Weda and Uehara. I guess
they thought it was all right because their students were suppos=-
ed to have done all right."

"But Paul was more demoralized than ever. These days he
goes around with a long face, and although he still does crack
Jokes and say funny things, it does seem a little forced. On
the way home this evening, he told me that he's going to stand
Tajima just a little longer, and then he's going to ask Halpern
to give him some other partner. He says he probably won't have
8 chance of getting me back, but he feels that anybody else would
be better than Tajima. He says he's never met s more stubborn
girl than Ruby., She won't do snything he tells her and won't
cooperate aX all in what he's trying to do. He says that it
was fun teaching all through December when he and I were partners,
he felt that there was a 1ot of pep in the classes snd it was
exciting. But now the classes aren't responsive, they get out
of hand, and he's got to work so0o hard with his men that he's
absolutely tired when he gets home. He can't understand how
he could get so tired teaching an elementary course like this."

"Paul says that the classes aren't anything like what they
were when I was his partner. Section 5 in particular is bsad.
Blanks has gotten completely out of hand because he always likes
to dominate things and he is a little conceited. Reflore, we did
have him under control, but now he just runs over the rest of
them. Smith used to be the one who objected to the men raising
questions about gremmar asnd getting off the main purpose &f the
course. He's aslways call down the others and tell them that
questions of grammar were out o¥ bounds; but now he's the worst
one in that respeet according to Pasul. And Schneider, he says,
km is the most grumbly person imsginable. He never gomes out of
his shell any more."

"Wolf came into the office this afternocon. Paul says that
Wolfe is now really at the bottom of the class, and that bothers
me a8 lot because I think Wolfe is really one of the sincerest and
nicest fellows in the class, but I know he has trouble with his
Japanese. I helped him today because I had noone just at the mo-
ment. LHe said to me, 'I wouldn't tell this to anyone else, but
you know, that class of ours really misses you.' He says that
when I was teaching, Paul would tend to skip over some of the
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points thsat the men didn't understand and Jjust go on with a lot

of drill, but I would come in every other class to clarify things.
He felt that that was why the partnership between Paul and myself
was all right. Paul, you know, is like that., He's good on drill-
ing the men, but he's the kind who's not quite so strong on ana-
lyzing those points that are likely to confuse the men, and I guess
they used to count on me to clear up those points. Now, Wolfe says,
there's nobody to clarify anything. Tajima is worse than Paul

in this respect, and she just jumbles things worse than ever.
That's why all the men in that class feel they're all confused

and don't know any longer what's what."

"Wolfe said he wished he could be in my beginners' section.
He said that's where he felt he belonged, and I didn't want to
lie to him, and I knew that he realized he wasn't very good in
%k& Japanese, 0 I told him, 'Yes, I don't hink it would hurt
you to review some of the material. Why don't you ask Halpern
for a transfer,' I knew that Halpern was considering changing
the two slow men in Section 5, Wolfe and Delpino, with Clacken
and Goldsmith in Section 6. It would be better to move Wolfe
over into Section & instead, so I suggested to him that he
might ask Halpern."

"But Paul told gpe today that Halpern is going to announce
the transfers to themm men tomorrow morning. I don't think that's
8 good idea at 8ll. If there were a general transfer taking
place in all the classes with the better one's being placed in
one class, that would be 2ll right, but Wolfe and Delpino aren't
going to feel well to be pulled out of Section 6. They map know
they're not doing too well, but they don't like to admit to
the other men in the class that they're not getting along. And
it would be worst to have the change made from the department.
Gosh, I think that's a terrible thing Hslpern is doing. Even
Major Gillem said the same thing, He was sitting there when
Psul came over to ask me what I thought of such a change the other
day, so we asked him. He said, "It would be better if Halpern
were to select out those who are the best in each class and put
them in a separate class, rather than to take s few poor ones
out and bring in a few good ones. That way, those who are being
taken out would feel very badly, while the other way, there woul
be an incentive to the men to try to do better without feeling
any shame about being left behind.' Major Gillam's & smart man;
and I agreed with him., I think Halpern's msking a big mistake.

I think he ought to let things alone in those sections; they're
in & bad enough condition now., Of course, his idea is that

Wolfe and Delpino are holding back Section 5 because they go
faster than the other one, while Glacken and Goldsmith are a
little bored in Section 6 because they're too fast for the others.
But still, I think he ounght to wait to make a general transfer."

"I'm especiaglly concerned about Wolfe. He's the kind of
mgn who needs a lot of encourasgement. He's a wonderful person,
but he's modest, lacks confidence in something like languages,
and yet has a tremendous amount of pride. He's going to be ter-
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ribly hurt by this change. Do you think I pgoght to speak to
Helpern before he makes the change? I don't know whether I
should because I've bothered H alpern enough, for instance

with regard to Niwa, and I've been thinking that I'm not going
to compalin any more for a while, I don't want to_have him think
I'm s pest. But I hate to see Wolfe pushed around. He may

not be good in Japanewe, but he's just the kind of person who
reeds—a—3ot of onoverapement- would meke a very good sdministra-
tor over the people in Jespan. At least, he'd have much more
understanding than men like Casey. But unless he's given en-
couragement in his Japanese, Wolfe is going to become badly
demoralized." -

Shig: "Halpern's stock sure went éown in the department after

the exam. God, that thing was lousey. The idea's all right

you know, but it didn't have any continuity of ideas and the
language just wasn't Japsnese. The trouble is that Halpern
counts too much on his wife, Mary, for sdvice. That must be

it. They're both very nice, and very intelligent, but you Jjust
can't get past the fact that they're not up on their Japanese.

If Easlpern would ask the asdvice of the teafhers in the department,
ask them to help him meke his sentences, he wouldn't make mis-
takes such as those in the exam."”

Michi: "Mary's Japanese is horrible. Today, Shig was telling
me that Wakukawa went down to the office when Shig and Hanajye
were there. 3You can see a person standing on the outside of
the office door through the glased window on the door. Iary
shouts out to Wakukawa, "Haitte koid" (Enter). No Japanese
would use such languvasge, even smong men. Her Japanese is al-
ways vulgar thatway; I guess she just doesn't care what she
says. But as long as she's teaching Japanese, she should use
a little better language. If Mary Halpern knew as much Ja-
panese as Chiyeko, or even myself, I think she covld be a lot
more help to Halpern. He can't command the respect of his
workers as long as he insists on msking out sentences that they
can't possibly approve."

Shig: "Hesnsye took quite a beating today, I guess. We went down
to tea with Springstead and Alt, and it turned out that Spring-
one of the other officers named, Buchanan, was a University o f
Washington instructor at one time. I said that I'd been there
too, and we were discussing college life. Then Buchanan turned
to Hanaye and asked her if she'd been at college, and Hanaye
admitted she hadn't gone."

Michi: "Yes, and laster Hsnaye was standing around when FPaul
learned from one of the men that Goldsmith is a C,P.A, I
guess Paul was reslly impressed, becsuse he came back to us

and started saying, 'Boy, did you know Goldsmith was a C.P.A3?
What a man. I guess people with college training, after all,
have something different about them. People with ordinary
backgrounds just cen't compete with them.' Hanaye was stand-
ing there, and I couldn't help noticing that she resented that.
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JACK MIYANARA

Draft

"Got your 1-A classification yet? You got it...yeah? I
got mine too. We'll 211 be in the srmy pretty soon. It's a
hell of a thing, huh. Lot's of my friends got their 1-A al-
ready. Maybe I won't pass the physical; I'm pretty soft now.
I don't know what the army wants a broken down o0ld horwe like
me for. Still, I try to keep myself in condition. You know,
I used to be & voxer, pretty good one too, and I keep up on
my ca%isthenics. Every day, I shadow box a little and exer=-
cize.'

"I want to get my business strsightened out so that I can
g0 into the army anytime. If they take me, I'm going to send
my wife vack to camp. No use her being out here; she can't sup-
port herself and the beby. If I'd known the army was going to
draft us, hell, I never would have left camp. What's the use
of relocating if you get drafted just sbout the time you settle
down. All the other boys I know feel the same way."

"I want a little more time before I get drafted. If I can
save up some money before I go into the army, then I won't feel
80 bad. I'll have something to go on, eh. Right now, I'm not
ready to go in."

"Army life is going to be one hell., I talk to boys who w me
up from Shelby, and even the guys who volunteered, they don't
like it. It's a hard life. Bey, I don't know if I can take it;
I'm not as young as I used to be. They give you actual combat
situations and shoot pullets over your head. One soldier was
telling me that practice going through barted wire fences, and
you gotta crawl close to the ground because they got machine
gung shooting just two feet off the ground. One guy was crawl-
ing through and he raised the barbed wire with his hands like
this (Jack demonstrates rasiing with his hands over his head)
and a bullet elipped his finger off just like that. He forgot,
see, Another guy forgot and raised his body a little bit, and
he got a bullet through his shoulder. Damn near tore the thine
off, and he almost died. I don't like that kind of busi ness.”

"What you going to do if you get drafted? You going to
Shelby or Savage? Maybe Savage would be bpetter for a fellow
like you. Those Hawaiian boys down at Shelby are plenty touch,
1 know becavse I grew up with them, and I see them when they
come out on furlough now. Cuss---man, those guys cuss every
other word. And they're always looking for a fight. I don't
think you'd get along with that bunch; you're different from
their type. Course, you're not fresh, so I guess they wouldn't
pick a fight with you. bBut your type is more the scholsr, and
you'd do better at Savage maybe."

"I heard a story from one of the boys who came out of Gila.
One of the boys who was fighting in the South Pacific was cap-
tured by the Japanese army. When he turned up again in Australis,
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after they released him, he didn't have no tongue--they cut it
out. He was plenty messed up. This boys is supposed to be back
in Gile now, and that's why the story got around. I don't know
if it's true; you can't believe everythine people talk sbout

in the centers. But I don't think it would be healthy to be
captured out in the Pacifiec. In a way, you can't blame them

for feeling mad when they see somevody of their own kind fight-
ing on the other side."

Housing

"I've been looking sround for a new apartment, but it's
pretty damm hard to find. You g0 up and down the streets, and
then go up to an spartment puilding where they got a sign out,
and they slam the door in your face. Or they tell you the
apartments filled, and you know damn well its a lie because the
signs still out the next day when you came around. I'm get-
ting so I don’'t like to ask about apartments. Maybe those
atrocity stories had something to do with it."

"I got to get a new place. Our landlady raised the rent
onx us two dollars & week. I told her she couldn't d0 that be-
cause it's against OPA regulations, and I refused to pay. She
says the rent was lower than the OPA ceiling to begin with. So
1 went down to the OPA to ask them about it, and they said she

couldn't do that to us, and promised to send somebody out to
check on it. I went down a couple of times, but they haven't
sent anybody out yet, so I've given up. This landlady is an
Italian, name's Scarla. She's just like a gangster the way

she acts., The first time she came up to raise the rent, I re-
fused to pay, and she told us to get out. I wouldn't do eithe .
Then one Sunday when we're at home, she came up with eight

big Italians--just like gsngsters. I had to pay up. Serla's

a famous gangster's name you know."

"There are twenty~seven Japanese living in ow building.
This Scarla doesn't own the building; she's just the manager
for a Jewish fellow who owns the place.  After she raised the
rent on us, I noticed that she didn't include the extra two
dollars on the receipt so I griped .to her avout it. She said
it wouldn't matter because it was understood anyway. Nowadays,
though, I notice she puts aown the extra &wo dollars on the rent.
I don't know what happened. (I suggested that this woman might
be hi-jacking part of the rent without the knowledge of the
owner.) You knew what she did? She hasn't been providing the
toilet paper, so my wife gets her own. But the other day, this
Scarla went around demanding 10¢ from every tenant for toilet
paper. BShe said the rent doesn't incluvde toilet paper. She
didn't come around to us because wk get out OWn “Sssebepover,
but my wife heard about it from one of her friends in the avart-
ment. BShe raised the rent on everybody in the apartment too,
and her proposition is that if they won't pay, they can get
out. She's a pitch; a real gangster.”




Apartment Enterprise

"I got a friend who is thinking of starting an apartment.
Yeah, a Japanese guy. He's been looking around for some time
now, but he hasn't decided on anything yet. 1I've been helping
him look around, and the other day he saw a placé that he thought
was pretty good. They told himit would cost $20,000, and he
says, 'That's cheap,' so I figure he's got a lot of money. Any
guy that says $20,000 is cheap must have a lot of jack stowed
away. I advised him to look for something on the South Side.

The North Side is no good. Besides I don't want to go way out
to the North Side; it's too far from my place of work here."

"I'm going to get an apartment from him if he opens up.
I told him he ought to spend plenty of money getting good furni-
ture any making things look good. He doesn't want to get any-
thing dumpy, he want's = good place. If he charges forty-five
or fifty a month say for three rooms, that'd be plenty good.
You know, some Of these landlords demand a hell of a price, amrd
they don't give you snything. But this guy could make plenty
of dough if he just charged a reasonable amount, and brought
in a1l Japanese. That's what he's planning to do. I'll get
the best apartment in the building because 4 know this guy.
I want something on the first floor. It's too mmch trouble
climbing up the stairs. I'11l let you know if he opens up.
It'd be a dman good set-up.”

Nisei Pisnist

"Say, have you heard this guy who plays the pianogon the
radio every afternoon sbout four o'clock. Yeah, he's a nisei
kid. I didn't know about him, but one day I heard the announcer
give his name. He's damned good too. You ought to listen to
him; the boy's all right. I don't know which station it is,
but he's on avout every afternoon or so. I listen to him all
the time."
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Nisei at Warshawsky's

My sister, May, has been working at the Warshawsky Auto
Parts Company since last November after quitting the work at
a bed sgpring snd mattress company on the West Side. Her job
at the former place had been that of ronning the dupligraph, a
back-breaking monotonous job in which she saw only limited pos-
sibilities of advancement although the office bvilding was clean
and there were a large number of young eirls working.

After ouitting the first job, May had some difficulty find-
ing another job that she thought worth while. What she wanted
was a job thet paid about {30 a meek, because she felt that ths
$27.50 she was getting before wasn't enough to support her, s
bookkeeping position since that's what she's trained for, and
one with security in the post-war period snd possitilities of
advancement. When she heard of a bookkeeping position at War-
shawsky's, she injuired, but found out that it was machine book=-
keeping for which she has no training. However, she was immedi-
ately offered a clerical position, to start at $27.50 vut with
a raise 1o 30 a week after the first month, if she proved sa-
tisfactory. For s whole afternoon she thought over the propo-
sition, although Mr. Warshawsky, the young boss of the auto-
parts company, seemed to assume that she was going to accept the
position. The office she said was in s rather dirty section of
town and wasn't attractive., However, she heard that this was
one of the biggest auto-parts company sround here.

llother had been getting very much upset by the fact thsat
May didn't have a position. She was worried that they would run
out of money, and sinece they are rather short on funds, mother
must have felt extremely insecure about it all. BRecause of pres=-
sure to find a position immediately, May accepted the positiom and
started work in the masil-order section of the office.

After the first week of work there, lMay began to feel that
she might have made a tad choice. She'd had an offer from the
Mt. Sinai Hospitsl, a clean efficient job, as a bookkeeper at
$25 a week and a chance to learn machine operating, It's only
drawback had been that moxhey it was night work, starting at
11:00 p.m., and mother was afraid to remsin at home all night
without May near her. Under this pressure, May had given up
that offer although she wanted it badly. DNow, May felt even
more that she should have tsken the Hogpital position. The
clerical work at the 6ffice wasn't very interesting, and it
irked her that the boss hadn't given her the bookkeeping posi-
tion for which she had first ingjuired. The girls in her office
were much older than at the former office, and they didn't have
that clean-cut appearance they had at the former place. "I've
never seen an office in which there were so many crippled people,"
May remarked one day. "Why there are several in the office with
club feet, or one thing or another that's wrong with than." And
all of them ranged about thirty-five to forty-five years of age,
much o0lder than in most offices.




For sbout one month, May hsd frequent complaints to make
about her work. Her comments were, "The girls in our office aren't
as young as in the other office, and it's not guite so interest-
ing. I've never seen so0 many crdéppled people around." "Mr., War-
shaweky's young, and althouch he's a nice maen, I don't think he
knows how to run the office so well. I guess he inherited the
place from his father who's been operating it for a long time.

I cuess atito parts are hard to get these days, 80 they send in
vlsnk checks made out to our company ordering certain parts.

Lots of times we don't have what they want, cvut we never send

the checks back until the other company starts complaining that
if we're not going to send them the parts, they want their money
back. I don't know how much money we owe other people that way,
but it's auvite a bit. The office is so inefficient. I Just won-
der if it's not going to go broke one of these days." "iMr. War-
shawsky took on three more Negro girls today. I don't mind work=-
ing with Negroes, but I just wonder if the standard of workers

in the office isn't going down.," "Mr. Warshawsky took on several
more Nisei. Gee, I don't want to work in a place fuvll of nisei.
I'm glad for their sake, but I know the hakujin-girls don't like
it too wegl to have the place filled with Negroes and nisei, snd
I'd rather work among hakujin." "Gee, I wish he'd give me more.
I'd 1ike to make avout $25 a week."

Pinglly after the first month, May began to say, "If he
doesn't give me a raise as he promised me, I'm going to juit and
look for another position. It'll give me & good excuse if he
doesn't." Mr. Warshawsky was always very nice to May, however,
and one day her -weekly check contasined the promised raise, al-
though nothing had been said about it, Apparently, lr. W. was
rather pleased with May's work. After that, May's compaliants
stopped, snd she seemed to settle herself in the work, She wasn't
entirely happy with what she was doing, but she accepted the Jjob
as a source of security and rather decent pay. She began to com-
pare her salery with that of other girls she knew, and felt that
she was doing all right.

In the meantime, Mr. W. hired snother nisei girl, Dora
Sato. Dora is only sbout twenty-one. She came in at a time
when they were hiring a lot of Negro girls, and May wasn't en-
tirely pleased with having too many non-Caucasians in the office.
She saw the possibility of many more nisei girls being taken on,
and waes rather afraid of this threat to her position. Eut she
soon took Dora under her wings. Dora proved to ve the most flighty
sort of person imaginable, well intentionsd, but scatter brained
as anything and the most ine#ficient person in the office. May
gsoon found that Dora completely lost her poise when given a compu-
tation job--couldn't figure out how to do percentages, or couldn't
even be trusted to do simple addition and subtrattion. iay tried
to help her as much as possible.

One day during the first week, Dora was given a task that
she apparently didn't understand although it was simple enough.
She lost her head and began to complain out loud that she didn't
know what was wanted. May went over to help her out, snd got her




straightened out. Another day, Mr. W. had given Dora a very
simple job of figuring out the percentage of difference between
the wholeslae and retail prices, but Dors simply had not idea

of what it was all about. Dora began to jabber aloud to herself
again, and May went to show her how to do it. Msy hadn't received
the instructions, and Dors could give no clear ides of what was

10 be done, but May saw what was wented--it was as simpleas that.
The point was that Dora was just like an overgrown child, with

no experience or ability for office work. She would go around
telking aloud to everyone about how éhe couldn't understand some
of these things. May implored her to keep juiet about it and

come directly to her, for she was afraid that Dors would get fired
if everyone found out how dumb she was., W hen Dora g0t her first
cneck, she went around the whole offiece showing everyone her
check, and wanting to know what the others were getting, Dora

has the idea that she has a good voice and wents to train for a
singing career, and so she sits at her desk and sings to herself
gll day, quite out lowd, This used to irritate May. She would
tell of her romantic affeirs as if it were the most heavenly thing
in the world, although May felt that it was so terribly mslodzama-
tic that she couldn't believe a girl of twenty-cne could be so
unsophisticated.

At first Dora was much concerned about hanging on to her
psoition, She had first been hired as a domestic at $80 a mont h,
and the twenty-five a week office job she held now seemed like
quite a thing. She must have guessed that she wasn't entrely
cut out for office work, and felt rather insecure sbout her po-
sition. She fregjuently used to ask May whether she thought Nr.
W. would fire her, and May would advise her that if she stuck
to her work, she wouldn't get fired. May constantly took care
of her so that she wouldn't give the wrong appesrance in the of+<
fice, but it wasn't an easy job for Dora would spill out whatever
vame into her head to anyone. After about two months, Dora began
to complein that she wasn't getting enough, and she began to talk
of finding another position that would pay her better. May re-
Strained her by telling her how difficult it would be for her
to find any job that paid as much as $25 w week, especiglly lLe-
cause Dora was dumb.

Mr. W, began to hire more nisei fellows to work in the
shop, and this again upset May & trifle because she was afraid
of the others' reattion to the hiring of nisei. Sometimes the
hexujin girls seemed to show it in their faces, and the Negro
girls in & way gave the impression that they felt the nisei were
being treated better thsan they. A nisei fellow was given the
vtookkeeping position that was open, and this was a source of
envy to May since she'd wanted the position herslef, but she
recognized that this young fellow knew his business.

another thing that vothered M ay avout the office was the
terrific amount of gossip and complaints that went around smeng
the Caucasian girl workers. Most of them had been there for
several years, some for twenty, and there was much petty jealousy
over one thing snd snother. The main schism was between the




woman head of the bookkeeping department and the head of the
clerical filing department, May didn't like this sowt of gossip
and kept to herself as much as possible, ousside the range of
gossip. She remarked, "I never knew that the hakujin could mzan
be so mesn to each other. Why, they're worse than the nihonjin.
You should hear whet they say about each other, and right smew
in the office in each others presence too." About a month ago,
the heasd of the filing section got really mad at the bookkepper
head, and went to Mr. W. saying she was quitting. The filing
head hed been with the company for twenty years, and didn't ex-
pect to bve fired, but Mr. W. who knew nothing of the conflict

in the office simply accepted the resignation and brought in
snother woman supervisor. May said, "I was sorry to see her g0
becsuse she was always nice to me although she was always having
s fight with the other woman. She used to give me extra time
and give me special jobs, and so on., The new woman looks a bit
like & sourpuss, and I don't know what she'll be like, but 711
just get along with her if she lets us alone."

A week ago Mr., W. hired a couple of more nisei girls.
May's reaftion that night was: "Mr., W. hired & couple of more
nisei girls today. They look like nice girls, but I think he's
thinking of hiring some more, and I'm Just afraid that the other
girls are going to object verymuch. I overheard one of them say-
ing something today sbout more Japs coming into the oftise, /1
can see too why they would objeet. After all, it's not a good
idea t0 concentrate too many nisei workers in one office when
they're objects of resentment anyway. I don't think Mr. W,
realizes that there is objection among the other workers. 1
don't know whether to tell him or not; it's alittle like turn-
ing against the nisel regarding something they can't help and
gll the girls naturally want positions. Still it may be better
to prevent anything serious from happening, even if it means
that other girls may not get positions here." The next day May
told Mr. W. sbout the response among the other workers regardine
the hirihg of too many nisei, and Mr. W, expressed some suvrprise.
He told May, "If any of the girls ever say anything against you,
just let me know sbout it." But Mr., W. apparently took keed of
the warning, for when a couple of more niseil girls came to in-
quire avout openings, they were turned away.

According to May, the two new girls are very attractive.
One, Betty Nskano from Gila, is a glamor girl, and the first day
she worked, the men, Caucasians, from downstairs would come up-
stairs to look &t her., The other girl who is guieter is not as
glamorous ovut also attractive in her petite way. Sachiko, the
latter girl, had come out from Heart Mountain tendays before and
hunted high a low for a job without success, so she was extremely
happy to get the Warshawsky position., She was to be paid at
$25 a week, and work in the bookkeeping dept. as a steno-clerk.
Her account of walking the streets during the past week presented
& most discouraging picture of job opportunities for mkxk niseil
at present, possibly due to the publiec reaction to the atrocity
stories that had just come out on the Bataasn prisoners.




Betty, on the other hand, had not experienced the difficult y
of finding a position because she'd come directly to the Warshawsky
company from the W.K.A. and had immedistely been given a positi om.
Her work experience indicated a steno job with the California
State trafficm dept., apparently a well paying and respectabvle
Jjob, and after the first day of work at Warshawsky at 60¢ an
hour, she complsined avout the dirtiness of the place andthe
lack of its respectability as a place to work. She wanted a
gwi tchbogrd job at W. but was denied it, and she said that she
would look elsewhere for such a position. However, Sachiko's
story of her difficulty in finding a position, and May's encourage=-
ment to stay on for a while and look for something else in the
meantime, held her from quitting the position in the first days.

Dora was extremely excited the fkrst day the other girls
came in. ©She wanted to show them around the place, and tell them
what to do, although it was immedistely evident that the other
girls were much more capable as workers and needed no help from
Dora. One of the hefujin came over to May and said, "YOu'd bet-
ter tell those girls what to do, or Dors will give them all the
wrong instruetions." Msy commented that both the new girls were
very effieient and apparently had good training as steno-clerks.
Betty vecame sick on the afternoon of the first day, because she
found the plaece so dirty she couldn't stomach it, as she put it.
But she returned to work the next day and stayed on for s while.

May's first impression of the girls was that they were rsth-
er nice. She especially thought well of Sachiko who seemed guiet
and yet worked efficiently. A few days later, however, May com-
mented that both the girls were very Japanesey. Their English
had a definitely Japsnese accent about it, even more so than
Dora, who is juite Americanized slthough 8he's scatterbrained.
Furthermore, both of them talked a lot in Japanese and guite out
loud, of which May disapproved especially in hakujin company.
May's first impression of Sachiko cooled definitely when she
found that this girl was always remarking sbout "bska ni sareru.
(be made fools of)" by the hskujin. Sachiko early began to show
& chip-on-the-shoulder attitude, and she felt that the only way
in whieh to get slong with the hakujin was to demand their rights.
May commented, "That's sll she says all day, 'vaka ni sarerun’.

I don't know why she takes such an attitude. OFf course, there's
no use being duped by the hakujin, but they're not always out
to dupe the Japanese." May felt that 8aehiko carried a very
Japanese attitude, and had a vasie hostility toward the hakuhin.

Two days ago, Betty informed her boss that she was going to
quit her position to take another job wrapping rsdio parts which
paid her much better, This would be non-stenographic work, but
would pay much better than her present position at which she makes
only about $<&t a week., May came to me to seek advice that evening,
as to whether she shouldn't change her job also for such a higher
paying position. She said, "Of course, I'm making about $33 a
week now with overtime, but it might te & good ddea to take a job
that pays vetter, What do you think?" My advice to her was that




I didn't think much of factory jobs. They might pay vetter, but
it would certainly prove & more monotonous tesk than her present
one, and further offer none of the security that she now has.

I pointed out to her the possivility of an unemployment problem
developing in mesny of the defense industries when the German
bhase of the war should be over., If she were getting into a
company with a future and a better job, certsinly she should
look into it and take it if it proved okay. But it wasn't worth
it to shift from a poorly paying position to a better one, if
the latter offered no long term security. After =211, Mgy was
making vetter wages than the average at her present job, and

she admitted that Warshawsky's would probebly keep her -indefinites
ly if she stuck on.

Last night, May reported that Betty had quit to take this
other job, and Dora had gone with her., Dora found out that Betty
was living in the same apartment as she, and they were going to-
gether to the other company for the position. It turned out,
however, that the radio company now was all filled and needead
no more workers, although a week ago there were positions open,
S0 both Betty and Dors now have to start their work hunt sll
Over again, Betty probably would have left a week earlier if
ir. We hadn't said that it would be all right to guit, but that
they should stay on long enough to eateh up on some of the work
since he couldn't heve the girls guitting on him without notice.

In the meantime, a certsin difference had developed be-
tween the younger girls and May. I he others felt that lMay was
too goody-goody toward the hakuin. This feeling seemed particu-
larly strong in Sachiko., liay reports,"Oh, I don't know. I
think the other girls have been s yineg that I'm too willine to
follow the hak®jin in whatever they say.. Sachiko's been remsrk-
ing right along that we shouldn't just take orders from the
Caucasians, but that we ought to stand up for ouwr rightse., §8She
feels that I don't make enough demands on them, and that I'm
too willing to do anything they ask me, I told her that after
all in any Jjob there was dirty work to be done as well as the
things you want to do. 4nd I aslo said that you have to meet
the hskujin half way. Eut Sachiko's feeling was that I always
give in to them too easily. Bvery time our new supervisor gives
her something to d@o, she says, 'That yakamashii bassan (that
noisy old woman).® 3ut I dcn't see why she has to take that
attitude. I get along with the woman all right; after all. 1P
she gives me a job to do, I feel I should do it unless it's
something that's entirely toc presumptuous to ask of us."

"I believe those girls had a fight with the boss before
they quit. I don't think he's going to take any more nisei
for w while. All those girls, except Dora, used so much Japan-
€se around here. It's not very courteous because the others
can't tell what we're talking avout, and they're bound to get
suspicious, but they didn't care what the others thought. .I
told them it was all right to make demsnds where it was justi-




fied,but that there was no use in carrying a chip on the shoulder
all the time. I said that in these times the hakkjin are vound
to get the wrong impression of us very easily, and that it's our
Job to show them what we're like so that they can trust us and
realize that we're Americans just like them. The others don't
Sseew to think so. They think I'm slways siding with the haku-
Jin, and Sachiko says, 'Oh, you're hakujin-biiki (pro-Caucasians)
anyway.' And they feel that as soon as the war's over, all the
Japanese are going to get fired anyway, so0 they're out to make
the most money right now. 1 can't understand why they have to
take such a suspicious attitude about everything. I'm sure that
if I stay on, Mr, Warshawsky will keep me as loneg as his shop
stays open., He's told me so, and I believe him,"

"Sachiko's attitude toward me now, I'm sure, is 'Just let
her slone. She doesn't understand anyway.' I don't care what
she thinks. 1I'll stay away from her so she won't have to be
bothered by me. They're so particular, too about what job they're
given to do. I think the relocation center spoiled them. Phey
won't do anything unless it's something they want to do; st least
they complain about every job before they start it. I'm sure they
were saying things behind my back, but that doesn't bother me.
They can do what they like, I'll go my own way."

"One thing I notice sbout these young girls, they're out
to make all the money they can get. Money! That's all they
think of. If they keep shifting their jobs around all the time
thinking they'll make more somewhere else, they're going to find
themselves without & Jjob. I've an idea that Sachiko's resentmert
of me is partly because I'm getting juite a bit more. than she is.
1l guess she feels that she's worth as mueh as I am, and that she
deserves to get as muck, Dora, for instance, quit becsause she
sald she wasn't getting enough, but after 2ll she was really to
hang on to the job., That xExXk girl really didn't know how to
do anything, and I'm sure she's going to have a hard time getting
anything else, Betty will find out too when she walks around a
bit looking for a job that it isn't as easy as she thinks it is."

"And they're so sensitive to anything that's said of the
Japanese, Today, one of the men downstairs came up and was talk-
ing to our supervisor and she said something about the "dirty Japs".
1t was about the war in the Pacific they were talking about, and
1 didn't think anything of it, but Sachiko just blew up and
said she wasn't going to have anything to do with a woman who
said things like that of the Japsnese. I told her, that after all
during wartimes, you could hardly expect thep to say nice things
of the enemy, but Sachiko took it personally, and she couldn't
understand why I would stand up for a woman who mased them. She
always has the feeling that they're taking advantage of her be-
cause of her Japanese ancestry, and she's almost ready to pick
& fight with them, although she hasn't said anything directly to
them yet."




This whole case brings out in very clear relief many points
characteristic of the ad justment or maladjustment of the niseil
resettlers in Chicago. An interesting point is that both Dora
=nd Bachiko entered their jobs with some gratitude that they
were able to get such a jou, but it takes only a very short time
vefore they weary of it, feel that they deserve more than they
get, and regard the job as not so good anyway. Immediately after
the experience of hunting for something, the attitude is ungues-
tionably colored by that experience, but difficulties of finding
jobs seem to recede rapidly from memory, and the immediate dis-
content with the job becomes the overwhelmingly important point.

In May's case, there was initial discontent with the Jjob
because of the comparison with what she might have had, the
Mt. Sinai Hospital position, and what she took, but after the raise,
her complaints became rather few. And the occasional secounts
of the difficulties other girls are having in finding positions
now has made her more cautious asbout shifting to something else.
Security plays a somewhat more important role than it did three
months ago, slthough a desire to find somethimg in which she ean
gain fuller expeession of herself still remains & latent hope.

There is no doubt, too, that most of these young people,
and even including May, like to be identified with some company
and ¥= a position that would gain the sdmirgtionz and envy of
others. They desire respectability for their position, Some

law office in the downtown Loop, or a position with the Univer-

gity of Chicago, strikes them as green pastwes. Aetually, when

the individual gets into the job, he probably would find that




most jobs have their tedious and chore-like aspeet. The signi-
ficante of this commonly observed tendency of people to see

other positions as better than the one they hold is that in the
present restless state of the nisei, and the high job mobility

in the general population, this tendeney is a motivation for
frejuent job changes. There is a Hollywood conception of secre-~
tarial positions permeating the niseil girls' thinking, but actually
the number of positions of the kind open to any girls is relatively
small,

Most interesting in this case history is the further evi-
dence of the chip-on-the-shoulder attitude that most nisei re-
settlers seem to carry with them in their relation to the Cau-
casians. They easily feel mistreated. They are extremely afraid
that the Caucasians are expdoiting them, and giving them the
dirtiest jous to do. The psychology is very similsr to that
which may ve observed among the Negroes, but there is probably
less basis for the thought among the nisei than among Negroes.
Sachiko's fear that "baka ni sareru (be made fools of)" is a
real one smong almost all resettlers, although it may not be
exprewsed in the extreme form that it takes in her. There is
an inclination to feel that any hint of discrimination, whether
intentional or not, is meant for discriminstion.

ihile there is this extreme hostility and suspiciousness
toward the majority group, there is also that familiar attitude

of extreme gratitude that is closely coupled with it. Sachiko

probably was very much grstified to get the position when she

first arrived, but it was undoubtedly the comparison with others

weges and her vasic fear of being exploited that brought out her




attitude of hostility. If the condition had been such that her
position was quite superior to anything other nisei were getting,
she undoubtedly would have continued in meek gratitutde of what
she had., At least she would h;ve sublimated her hostility.

There is some basis for this inference in the rapid vacillation
vetween gratitude and hostility that is frequently the cawe among
these girls.

May's own position in this whole fracas is an interesting
one. [The others object against her because of her lack of "pro-
test". Prom her perspective, there's nc need for protest at least
in the area in which the other girls are complaining.
says, "I wonder if theye's anything wrong with me that I don't
see things as they do. Maybe I am too willy-nilly, but ecee, you've
got to get along with the people you work." Dora wss uvndoubtedly
under May's influence prior to the arrimal of others, but she
was gquickly drawn away to think that more protest was necessary
as soon as the others began to talk asbout it. There is not only
the natural protest thés is expressed by people under certain
clrcumstances, but there is also the protest that arises because
of the pressure from others that protest is the only manly thing
to do. Otherwise, a person is "ikuji-ga-nai" (without backbone)
or & bootlicker., This kind of social pressure is efficasciouns in
giving an atmosphere to the thinking of a whole group.

It raises the very difficult problem of when to protest,
Obviously, to get slomg in the world, one can't protest everything

rapout it. On the other hand, sometimes pr t is necessary §0

that one may not be exploited. When there is a kind of neruotie

tendency in a whole group to suspect and protest everything from
the out-group, it becomes extremely difficult for a member of tle

group to measure accurately when to protest..




Miyamoto Journsl
February 25, 1944

The Isseil point of view

We invited Mr, Y., over to dinner last night becsvse he's
been very helpful to m1cb1 end Shig st school, EHe came over
from Japan in 1940, has been sttﬂudlnp the Chiesgo Theologicsl
Semingry whenever he has the funds to attend but is at Ir egsent
teaching in the lsngusge school for his mnlnrenance. I suppose
if he had known that there would be war, he would have retuvrned
to Japan before its outbresk, but even though he is an alien
enemy who came over only recently, he has had very little troukle
remgining out of the internment camp.

As he put it, "The ironyy is that I em without gquestion an
enemy alien for a I came to this country only a few years ago
and only to study as e stuent. Yet, I hsve had very little aif-
ficulty with the federal sgents and heve never hsd to go to in-
ternment camp, whereas citizens of this country have had to be
evacuated and leave their homes,"

On the morning of Pearl Earbor, Mr. Y. went to church with
an igsel friend, went to the latter's home and was driven home
ebout four in the afterncon. The day was apparently a beautiful
one and they remsrked sbout what flne weather it wss. They dm
knew nothing of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. When Mr. Y. enter-
ed the front door of the sembhary dorm where he wss staying,
however, two men immediately covfrontea him snd wished to know
if he were Japenese. He admitted he wes, and gave his name when

ed. Then the question was put, "Do you wish to return to
Jepsn?" Not knowing what it was all about, Mr. Y. didn't know
how to answer slthougsh he declared t}at he hed come to this
country for the purpose of study snd desired to remgsin here for
the time. One of the theologicsl students csme by, howeve r, and
told Y. of the outbreak of war. After this, Y. was very cqrcFul
in answerineg the jquestions, and got off by plesdines ienorance
of the whole issuwe. In the PVGFiﬂB two reporters from the Ms-
roon, the cesmpus newspaper, also came to him to get his views,
but he got off with the same tactics The previous visitors,
of course, were newspaper men.

A nunmber of the enemy alien Japsnese were immediately pick-
ed up in Chicago, especially the Consuvlste staff and the leaders
of the commbn1t3. There were stories of Japsnese in the downtown
district being killed in fights--Mr. Y. cited two or three in-
stances, althougk hedid not know for eertain whether thece were
merely stories. Dr. Palmer, the head of the Seminary, advised
Y, t0o remain indoor& ae much as possible for a few days becsuse
of the dasnger of sttacke by ignoresnt people, so Y. stuck to his
Place. There was appsrently some fear that drsstic messures
might be teken sgainst the Chicago residents as well as on the
West Coast. The issei of this region, of course, were placed
under the ssme restrictions of travel, frozen funds, ete., that
all the issei in the country met with.

On the other hand, there was no occesion on which Y. had




reason to fear incarceration. The FBI never approsched him, al-
though on one occasion he was called down to their office to
report his sctivities. One day an sgent from the Immigration
Office visited him at the dorm, snd he had to ask s series of
questions. In the mesntime, the axxk hour asrrived when Y. had
to attend class, and when the agent noted the time, he very
greciously suggested that Y. come down to the Immigration Bureavu
office in the new post-office building to complete the interview.
This sgent was always friendly, snd Y. declares thet he has
never met with & situation since the outbresk of war in which

he was uncomfortable in any way., The recommendstion of the
Theolorical gewinary, and of Dr. Pelmer, he feels, have been
importent factors in directing suspicion away from him.

There is a travel restriction thset applieg to him. Whenever
he leagves the city, he must inform the District Attorney's office
first and get their release before he may travel. This is true
even 1f he goes only as far ss Evandton, snd he has had to re-
fuse dinner engsgements there because of the trouble in petting
this trevel permission. He sdmiés that there wovld bte no aife
ficulty in getting out of the city and back sgain without any=-
one's knowledge of his movement, but Y. wishes to avoid eny siti-
ations that may throw doubt upon his innocence.

I hed felt that becsauvse Y. is a minister, s Christian, who
wes treined in the very liveral Doshishs University in Jspan,
that his views on Japen would be different from that of the
average issei. I don't know why I should have expected this,
particulerly since he had come from Japan only recently. But
when conversetion started on the present trend of the war,

Y. left no douvbt that his sentiments were strongly for Japan.
Underlying his thinking was s grester degree of liberelism

end open mindedness than one would find among the averygge issel,
and a willinghess to admit errors of Japsn as well as to cri-
tieize the policies of this country. But there was no eriticism
of Japsnese nationalism, which one might have expected from
enyone who was intellectuslly opposed to Japsnese foreign folicy.

Y. declared: "Some people in Americe think this war with
Japan is going to be over within the next few Yesrs, but I don't
think they reslize what they are up aegainst., OFf course, rieht
now the United States is making definite sdvances in the Pacifiec,
but ag they get farther and farther away from their own bases
and advance closer and closer to Japan, Japsn will become strong-
er and the position of the United Stetes will become wesker,

In the streets of Tokyo, there are placards everywhere ssying,
"Prepsre for a Hundred Years War", and that is the sttituvde of
the Japanese people. They aren't thinking in terms of a war
thet will last three years, or ten, but in terms of a hundred
yeers wer, and I think they will last it out,"

"There are several ways in which the Allies hope to sttsck
Japen. They talk of bombine out the cities of Jepan, but where

will they locate their bomber bases. Russis evidently is not
g0ing to play the game with the Allies, for they are suspicious




right now of Allied foreign policy., The United States hss
gained some footholds in the Aleutians, but it is impossible
for an air fleet to operate from the northern sector because
of the heavy fogs that cover the whole ares snd the rough weather
conditions. Many people spesgking of using Ch ins as sn air
base, but right now the relstions between Chins snd the Allies
is strained to the utmost, and there are indicstions that the
feelings wetween the nations sre cooling rapidly. The only
possibility left is to attack from the Pscific. although the
Americen newspapers publicize the victories of the Americsan
forces, you'll notice that Jspan hss not given .an inech where
there defenses are vital, All the victories of the United
States have been of islsnds =nd aress thet the Jepsnese do

not consider importent, No headway has been made in Burma,
Java, New Guinea, snd the other aress where the defense of the
Japenese forces is coneentrated,”

"The sane was true of the Chinese wer. Now and then you
read of the victories of the Chinese forces, but they hsve not
retaken a sincle point of significance to the Japanese. The
rice yielding sreas of Northern China, for instence, hsve been
held intect right from the beginning. In certain sreas, the
Japanese see that there is no value in retaining s foothold sand
they withdraw; then the Chinese army enters, end cslls it s
tremendous victory. That is what is happening right slong.”

"Under the circumstsnce, you will see that victory for
the Allies is going to be extremely difficult, There igs no
poseibility of bombing Japan. And how are the Allied forces
to land on Japan? Even the fsll of Germeny will make no dif-
ference to Japan. You will see that they will not even bat
gn eyelash even if Germany fells. It will meke no difference
to them."

"There is a certain indomitable spirit sbout Japan that
one has to sdmire, They will go through untold suffering in
order to achieve a gosl. And right now, I doubt that conditions
in Japan sre very difficult., I understend that they now have
80 much rubber they are uvsing it for everything. The shipment
of food to the relocation centers from Jepen would indicate that
they have plenty of food over there. They apparently have plert y
of such things as rice, shoyu, miso, ete, .One of my friends had
a letter that one of the American soldiers picked up in Attu,
It was from a little ten or tweb¥e year old daughter to one of
the Jansnese soldiers on the islend, and it was picked up after
the evacuation of the Japsnese., The letter described how the
child went to a ksbuki (drama), then visited some restaurant
for a bite to eat on the way home, snd told of some of the con-
ditions at home. I think there is no doubt that conditions in
Japan are not as difficult as some people meske it out to be.
Yet I am sleo sure they are stocking up goods for s very long
battle, Jepan will not give up even if there ie a bombing of
the major cities that wipe them 211 out. The only possivility
of victory for the Allies, as some of the military leaders of




imerice say, is by lsnding Americen forces directly on the iglsnd
of Japen, but 1 don't think that is pbesible. I think they will
fight to the last man before giving up the island. Victory

for the Allies csn only mean the complete extermination of the
Jagpranese people."

"The sermon given by Rev. K. at the Fourth Presbyterian
Church was a very good one. I was surpiised to hear him give
such a talk. I expected him to say the sort of things that wounld
appeal readily to Americans, but he came out openly and ssaid
some 0f thines that I sometimes wish I could say but never dare
to. The whole point of hieg discussion was that the people of
this country spesk of democracy and freedom as if ¥tvwevevthw
they were the monopoly of the Allies, but this is not true.
Japan, he pointed out, hsed s demmerstic system of the profound-
est kind developed hundreds of years before this country dis-
covered ite democracy. The strenge part of it is that ¥kpan,
like the rest of the world, has been seeking freedom. The
goal of Jepanese policy in the Orient has been to bring pesace
into the world, or at least to Asia. The mein thing was to
bring sbout a greater degree of cooperation with the governments
of ASiﬁo"

"Japan wished to be left alone in the Orient, Jjust ss
United States claims autonomy in the North snd South Americ
If there is a Monroe Doctrine in this country, Javan wants
similar freedom in the Orient. However, Britsin snd Americs
hag constantly interefered in the affsirs of the Orient. The
lesders of Jepan, of course, know about the Monroe Doctrine,
gnd they cannot understand why Japan should not clsim the sap-
plicetion of g similer doctrine in the Orient. Look st the
wars of the United States on Nicaragua, and before that upon
Mexico,"

"At 8 recent speech given by one of the psychology profes-
80rs on the csmpus, he said that the United States or sny country
cannot ve prepared to sekl democracy elsewhere unless this
country itself has & real democratic foundstion. It can only
sell democracy by giving an exemple of what real democracy is.
But he pointed out that democrecy does not exist, for groups
like the Negroes, the Japsnese, etc., and others can esgeily
point to the shortcomings of this nation to prove that demoeracy
is only a plestitude of the Americans that does not exist in
reality., I was very much impressed by his speech, and went up
to speek to him later., I tried to point out thet freedom was
the goal of Japan,too, but later I thoueht that I might have
said too much."

"Recently, Dr. McNair who is sn expert on Far Esstern Af-
fairs, gave a speech at the International House on the Causes
of the War between the United States and Jepan. He pointed out
that there were two csuses, one direct, snd the other indirect.
The direct or immediste cause was, he ssid, the bombine of
Pearl Harvor by the Japsnese. He didn't say much about that
but he developed the indirect cammes of the war, The first and




important csuce was the Immigragion Act of 1984, by which the
Japanese were ex¥cluded from immigrstion to this country. He
declared that thies injured relstions bewbween the two countries
mveh more then most people reslize. The second indirect cause
was the Wskhington Naval Conference, at which Japan wee eciven

the lesst of the 5-5-2 ratio, He said that Japen, in fact, had

a navy of 5-5-5 ratio, and the effect of the conclusion of the
conference was to wound the pride of the Japanese by giving them
a smaller ratio than that of the Western powers. The consejueme
was that Jgpan obuvilt en even more powerful navy because of their
digstrust of the intentions of the Western powers., The third
indirect csuse he said wes the junestion of the invasion of China.
On the whole, I thought his snaglysis was very good. There were
some points in which I dissgreed with him, but I think he put

the provlem very wells He slso snswered one of the men who ask-
ed a question sbtout the length of wer with Japan. He said he
didn't know snd wouldn't dere to predict. You see, he is an
guthority on mstters of poligéice snd militery sffeire in the
Orient, and he reglizes the difficulties standing in the way of

g victory of the U,S. over Jspan."

"Japsn now has so much rubber that I vnderstsnd they make
rubber balloons snd give them sway to chiddren free. There is
no doubt that the Jepsnese are preparing for a very long wsr.

I don't think it is poino to be possible to conguer them in the
areas where they have (onn111d9ted their gainse. We shall have
to expect & very long war,"

Msy, Shig, Michi and I naturelly felt inclined to disagree
(S 5]

with Mr, Y. t we didn't say much. If we dissgreed, he gsve
evidence of s vroader interpretation of things than most issei
would w1111n»1* offer. He would admit Jepsn's fsult while at
the san ime pointing out the faults of this country. But in
".c2351un, I felt thst, if snything, he would pre-
victorious than otherwise. At bottom, I suppose
whet he wisk see is g draw between the two nations. In s
way, all of thie was an effort on hig part to reinforce his own
hopes that Jspan would not be destroyed. His family is still
in Japan, and any lsrge scale destruction of Japasn would endapeer
his family. His satisfaction over the fsct that conditions in
Japan are not so bad, that they sre eating well and leading =
comparatively normsel life, is the best evidence of this.

Mgy was the one who most resented the criticiesms of Ameriam,
or rather, the defense of Japsn's poliey. But there was another
apsect of this discussion thst interested me more. If one listen-
ed to Y's srguments sympathetically, trying to see the thing from
his point of view, it was easgy to become drswn into the issei
point of view, thpo se gne did not critically evaluate Y's argu-
ments about the military spproaches to Japsn; one would be led
to sccept his view that for the American forces, Rugsia is closed.
Alsska and the northern spproasch is impossible, Ching is unwilling,
snd the only possivility would be the very difficult sttack from
the Pacific., If one sccepted this view, his conclusion that this
wouvld be a long, drswn-out wsr would nsturally follow. My per-




sonal feeling is that China msy look with spprehension on the
Allied dominance of the Orient, they nevertheless could not
bresk relations essily with the United States and Gt, Britain.
Chine will undoubtedly use their strategic position to gain
conceasions from the Western netions, but their primsry gosl
for the present must necesssrily be to defeat Japan. This is
the weskest point in ¥Y's srgument. In that csse, sn sll-out
effort to open up transportstion chamnels to #k® Chins may b
expected after the Cerman war is over., And while the Japsnese
war may be prolonged two or three years, their unltimate defeat
Seems likely.

- uppose that this were s discussion taking place amon
issei, There wovld be little criticiem, by snd large, of the
line of arguments used. In fact, this is exsctly the manner

in which the issel srgue. Hence, they see the consejuence as
beling a negotiated peace between the gllies anéd Japan, with Ja-
pan maintasining control over all the territories which she has
conjuemed. In essence, this would mean control of Asie. Such

a discussion would only serve th reinforce the issei belief that
Japan cannot be defeated and that their future, if it is not to
be in this country, csn still ve in Japan.

One may understand then the feeling of the issgei in the
camps. They sre constantly discussing the internationsl jues-
tion precisely from the point of view expressed by Mr. Y. They
develop ingenious arpuments to show that Japsn cannot poesibly
be defested. While this would mesn the prolonging of their
gstay in the relocstion center, this is not their main concemn
et present. Rather they fear the defest of Japan, and rstional-
ize the impossibility of it. One may well understand the soli=-
darity of the issei view on the war issue. If even & nisei listen-
ing sympsthetically to such a view csn be drawn in, unless he
is critical, it is essy to nnderstand how the issei respond
to such discussions.




Miyamoto Journal
Feb, 28, 1944

Tivoli Theater

For a bit of change, Michi, Bhig and I went to the theater
this evening. Tnc P voli, on Cottage Grove and 63rd, is the
best theater in the dintrict or et least it is the highest
priced one snd the lsrgest. One objection we hsve to the place

is that there are -too many Negro young people there; not that
we have anything sgainst Negroes es such, but the young people
of the group are s little unruly snd discourteous., Many of them
telk = greet desl all the wey throveh the pictures such that
there is a hum of voices 211 the time meking it difficvlt fo
hear the movie. They sit neerby crunching on popeorn, litter-
ing the floor with esndy wrappers, amd go in end zm& out fre-
quently disturbing e11 those in tkf geme aisle and thos 1
them, Thigs type of KCP“VIUT isn't restricted to the
alone, for the n >h-gschool aged whites 1wdulge
vior, but bec 2 there ar a grest many at the
it is more not hem,
notcied one psrticuvlar form of behavior that was striking.
of Negro young people wowld occupy seats, snd plsce
in sdjoining seats s0 that noone could sit down there.
evidences of this 811 sround us. They might actuelly
occupied by their Friend% who had gone out for some
but the evidence was thsat th_ Negroes were intentionally
thegse seats. One whit eouple came in looking for = couple
in the crowded balcony in front of ve, and they stopped
these "reserved" sests and inquired if they were slready
Negro youth sitting next to the psir of seats seid
and sterted to remove the coats; s girl sitting next
to him simv taneously ssid that the seals were re ed, The vh ite
couple ¢ i snd there was no further comme
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Michi and I wondered if there wasn't some resson for this
perverse behavior of the Negro youths. We sren't sure that this
so, but it may be thst the Tivoli doesn't permit Negroes to
in the downstalrs seats The habit of "reserving" seats
all around them may be Th-lT mesng of tsking vengeance against
the discrimination sgainst them, The sttitude would be that if
the downstairs are reserved for whites, the balcony seats, of
which there are good ones, sre reserved for the Negroes., TIf
discrimination of thie kind exists, the behevior would be con-
sistent with what one micht expect.

Avert from these considerations, however, we have felt that
the behavior of the Negroes---talking sloud, going in and out,
and crunching on candies--~-is rntber discourteous to the movie
sudience., Michi remsrks, "I heven't got anything sgainst the
Negroes, but if they behsvé in that way, I can't blame other
peolle for digsliking them., They ontfh not to tehave that e
it only mskes other people dis criminate against them more,

From our c*a dpoint, it would be bDetter if the Negroes behaved
in such a thet others covld not justifigbly discriminste
against It is, of course, where the Negroes form a large




percentage of the audience, as they do at Tivoli and Mgryland
Theaters, that they give evidence of this careless, "insolent"”
behavior, There is a kind of visgcious circle about this dis=. '
criminatory attitude: the more diseriminstion there 1s, the
stronger is the protest behavior, and the worse becomes the dis-
criminetion.

We notcied s few other nisei coming ouvt of the theater.
There were two couples lesving just as we left. The girls were
clesncut, but the fellows somehow hsve that dragging sppearsnce
sbouf them that one fregquently notices among nisei fellows. They
don't stasnd up as straight as they might, and they drasg their
feet and have bland facial appearance that makes them appesr

rather sloppy and unlively.
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Chihiro Kiktichi Visits

I hadn't seen Chihiro ever since he left Seattle around
April of 1942 just before the curfew regulation went into effect.
I recall that at the time, he was quite undecided whether to make
the move of quitting Beattle, leaving his family behind, to go
on to some college., After seeing Bob O'Brien, who gained per-
migssion for him to enter the University of Idaho at Moscow, Idaho,
Chihiro and six others, including girls, left for the university.
They immediately encountered some hair-raising experéences., The
tovmspeople, aroused by some rowdies, met them at the station and
tried to turn them back. The students slept at the courthouse
or in private homes the first night because of the danger of at-
tack from these rowdy individuals. Discouraged by their failure
to gain a favorable reception there, they moved en masse to Fullaan
Washington where the state college is located, and Chihiro remain-
ed there for a few months.

As he says, "I had to scrub floors, clean house, and all
kinds of things to keep myself going., It got me down so much
that I finelly decided to get out of the place., I wasn't getting
anvwhere in my field anyway. All the others remained. At the
time, I dddn't know whether I was meking a wise move, but now I
know that coming Hast was the best thing I ever did.”

One has to know Chihiro to understand his problems. In the
first place, he is a brilliant young fellow, about twenty-eight
now, who gained the valedictory in high school, although he start-
ed with the handicap of having spent three years just prior to
entering high school in Japan., At the University of Washington,
Chihiro made a brillian t record in mathematies and physics
gaining honors in both fields, Aside from his brilliance, the
outstanding feature of Chihiro is his extremely small stature.

He is less than five feet tall, and his large head set on his
miniature body particularly emphasizes his smallness. In compen-
sation for his smallness, he has developed an aggressive person-
ality that, in former days, made him the object of some dislike.
He was inclined toward argumentativeness, extreme competitiveness
in amy activity, and there was a quality 8 stubborness that made
him & 01f110ul+ person to deal with on occasion., Everyone liked
him, but with reservations, and socially he never quite fitted
easily into situations, There is a tone of conceit in things he
says that makes one feel that he unouestionably thinks well of
himself, Zveryone speaks of Chihiro as "Oh, he's a brilliant
felloW,eo...." with a 'but' implied as reservation.

Today, in talking to him, I felt that Chihiro had grown
in poise and breadth of mind, There seemed no guestion that
the measure of success he'd gained while teaching at Haverford
College had been good for him. He could joke about his own
shortcomings now, which he never did before. IHis conversation
had more color to it, and a more interesting choice of words.

The underlying qualltles had not changed, but the uwnderiyins
tension that was there while he'd been SterlnP for status was

now relaxed, and one felt more at ease whth him,




"For me, the evacuation was probably a good thing," he de-
elared musing on his fortunes. "If nothing had hapnened I think
T would have staved on the University of Wiashington in the Physices
Department. I could have got a job there, I think, and I would
have made a go of it. I thought of going Iast, hut I was afraid
to make the break. 1'd met with a lot of dlscrlmlnatlon on the
Pacific Coast--at least jobs were hard to get--, and I felt that
I might have the same trouble out here. If I knew then that the
feeling against Japanese was a purely local thing o the Pacifie
Coast, I wouldn't have hesitated to aquit Seattle, even though
T had other consgiderations, like my family, to restrain me.

1 haven't met a sincle seriously unpleasant experience since
coming east. I1I've found that the white people out here have no
strone feelings against Japenese, and they take you right M.,
Some of my students in the A.S.T.P. classes even tell me that
all the atrocity stories about the Japanese soldiers are propa-
aanda, You meet men who are in the main stream of thinking in
my field, while if a person stays in a place like Seattle, he
very eaollv gets into & rut.” :

"After leavin g Pullman, I motored out on a truck with a
couple of nisei friends., e really took in the country. I
believe we travelled four thousand miles just going back and forth
across the country, and neve' met any situation where people re-
fused us lodninr for the night. Of course, we stayed mostly in
auto camps and Y.M.C.A. hotels, but we were never refused. 1
entered the University of Cincinnati, and stayed there for a

cemester.”

"The Dean of the school gave me permission to register,
but when I went to the Physics Department, I ran into the wrong
fellow as the advisor. He was the one man in the department pre-
judiced against Japanese, as I later found out, but when I told
him I wanted to enter the department, he ranted at me, wanted to
know what I was trying to do, and said I couldn't get into the
physics department. The Dean was in an embarrassing position
since he'd ziven me admission, and he said that if I would enter
any other department, I might stay there., I said that I could
just as well go into the math, department, so it was arranged,.
The men over there were all very liberal; they felt that 1 had
received a rotten deal from the physics department, and they
kind of took pleasure in rubbing it into the men in the other
department, Ixcept for this on e man, most of the other fellows
in the physics department were very good to me, and some were
quite disturbed over the fact that this one Man had kept me ogt.
ilhile I was there, I found out that I could get an l.A. in math.,
althouzh it wasn't my major field, so I decided to go after it
and I worked up a thesis. I received an !M.,A, in math from the
University of Cincinnati.”

hat I wanted to do was to finish my thesis toward the
PH.D. in physics, and I was rather dissatisfi=d with being in
the math., department, It was just by the sheerest luck that 1T
found the position at Haverford. One evening, & phvcicist from
Kenyon Collepe, fhat's the sam e place where Ichv is now, camne
down to speak on some subject like "The Future of _eteOTO1O£Y".
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Iy roormate wanted to hear this man and asked me to g0, but I
wasn't interested. Still, he insisted that I should co, so I
Tinally decided to go along and hear what the fellow had to
sav. It turned out that it was the luckiest break I ever made
when I went to that talk that evening. We listened to his lec-
ture and after it was over went up to talk to him personally.
e said he knew some nisei at Kenvon and became interested in
my case, sO he asked me all kinds of guestions about what I was
doing., I told him of some of the difficulties I'd had at the
University of Cincinnati., We parted, and I save no more thoucht
about our discussion of the evening."

"A couple of weeks later I received incuiries from two col-
leges as to whether I was interested in accepting a teaching po-
gition. One was from Haverford and the other from Carlton College
in llinnesota, It seems that the men who came down from Kenvon
to lecture at our university had written around to ask about
an opening for me, and he'd found these two places for me. JFor
various reasons, I decided to accept the Haverford bid, and that's
how T happened to go there,"

"I got along very well with the people at Haverford., I
didn't realize that hakujin people could be g0 zenuine. It's
a Quaker school, and in the eastern states where you get some
of the finest American people. I found that they were very
friendly and cordial, and I made several friends among the fa-

culty people, I got alone with the students all right too., 1
don't think they objected to me. I probably laid it on more
than some of the other teachers, but I think the students kind
of depended on me because the other teachers weren't too good,
Well, it kind of sounds funny my saying so, but I was consgider-
ed the genius around there, The sgtaff was pretty ordinary.”™

"The B9TP program is folding up now, and I've got to find
myself a new job, v contract runs until June, so 1I'm safe
until then, but there may not be any classes for the next quar-
ter, and I think I might as well start hunting for another job
right now. I went down to the Colleze Placement Bureau, where
they Tind employment for collece teachers, and I'm going to in-
cuire around a little elsewhere. The people down at the Place
ment Bureau on VWest Jackson Blvd. were cuite enoouragine and
they said they thought they'd be able to find somethine for me, "




