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PRETFTACE

This conference of American citizens of Japnanese an-
cestry on Oshu, sponsored by the Emergency Service Committee,
is the second of its kind held since the war. The first con-
ference was called on September 12, 1943. The second gather-
ing was held on the recommendation of the hold-over committee
appointed by the delegates to the first conference.

The purpose of this report is to record the ideas and
viewpoints expressed by the participents., It is our hope
that these thoughts will serve as useful guides for the
Emergency Service Coumittce and as a basis for further dis-
cussion in gll distriects.

The Emergency Scrvice Committee wishes to thenk Dr.
John A. Rademaker for swmarizing the discussions. The edi-
tor has taken the liberty to edit the ecxcellent summaries
by Dr. Radcmeker and therefore assumes full responsibility
for any inaccuracy or crror.

Individuals and grouns who wish to comment further on
the agenda or who have susgestions pertaining to the PuLe
poses and activitics of the Emcrgency Scrvice Committce are
urgod to communicate with the Committee. The officec of the
Committeeo is locectcd in the Nwuenu ¥ M C A, Adult Building,
Honolulu 39, T. H. The tclophone number is 67464.
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PROGRAM-- OAHU CONTERENCE

Sponsored by the Emergency Service Committee

January 28, 1945

9:%0 a.m. Registration and Reception
9:40 Csll to Order - Mesa Ketagiri
10:00 Introductory Remarks - Shigeo Yoshida

10:45 Assistance to Servicemen and Their Femilies -
Dr. Ernest Murail '

11:15 Dissolution of Lenguage Schools ~ Stanley
Miyamoto

5 B Recess

12:00 Dual Citizenship and Expatriation - Mrs.
Ethel Mori

1:00 Lunch

2:00 Discussion: The Future of AJA's in this
American Community - Shigeo Yoshida

2145 Discussion: An Evaluation of the Work
of the E8C - Mitsuyuki Kido

3:00 Summary and Unfinished Businsss - Masa
Katagiri




AGENDA - Q0AHU CCNFIRENCE

Sponsored by the EZmergenzy Service Committee

Jen. 26, 1945
I. Informative
A. Assistance to Service len and Their Families

1. What rights and benefits does the federal government pro-
¥ ".‘e

vide for the service men and thelr fsmilies.,

What does the Territory of Hawail provide in the way of
veterans aid,

What progress has been made by the community in planning
for the return of the veterans.

a. Veterans' Advisors - its organization and achievements.
b. Veterans' Administration.
c. Action by civie groups.

What territorial action in the coning session seems
desirable.

B. Dissolution of Language Schools

1. "hat is the present status of the language schools.
2. The stand taken by the Territorial Conference.

3. What means have been taken to imnlement the action taken
at the confercnce.

a. Hawaili Veterans Memorial Foundation.

Dval Citizenship and Expatriation
Origin, history and significance of problem,
Number of dual citizens in Hawali today.
What procedure may one follow to expatriate.
How may the problem be solved.

a. Voluntary expatriation through recornized channels,

b. Unilateral action by Congress to.provide simpler method
of expatristion.

c. Provision in peace treaty to permit casier method.




TI. Discussion

A. The Future of the AJA's in this Arerican Community

1. What can we do now %c¢ @steblish a firmer basis of Americanism
within our group.

a. What are some alien influences and practices which should
be eliminated - language schools, ete. What criterla
should be used to determine which practices and influ-
ences should be eliminated., What should our position
be in regard to the fundamental question of assimila-
tion vs. cultural pluralism, What are some positive n’uir
steps whizh shouid be taken now and after the war,

How can we integrate ourselves more effectively with the
other racisl groups in this community.

a., At what points do inter-racial contacts break down as
far as the AJA's are concerned., Why.

b. What can we and other racial groups do to improve inter-
racial relations in Hawaii.

What else can we do now to participate more fully and ef-
fectively in the life of this community - in the war effort,
culturally, socially, politically, economically.

What place will our returning veterans have in the life of
this community after the war.

a. What is in the minds of our soldiers insofar as their
future is concerned.

b. What readjustments in employment, family life, ete., will
probably have to be made if our veterans are to find a

satisfying and deserving place in this community after
the war,

What should the community do now (by way of legislation,
post-war planning, etc.) to see that all Hawaii veterans
are assisted in every possible way in their struggle for
read justment to a peaceful, post-war Hawail.

Evaluation of the Work of the Emergency Service Committee
What else should a group like the E S C do.

Wnat should its main emphases be in the immediate future.
What specific recommendations can you give along the fol-
lowing lines that will help to maeke the work of the Com-

mittee more effective - membership, organization, ob-
jectives, public relations, etec.




QPENTNG- REMARVS

Masa Ketegirl

In Scptember of 1943 a confercnce of the pooplec
of Jepanesc anccstry was held herc in this hall, un-
dcr the sponsorship of the Emergencey Service Commit-
tecc. It was o gethering of the roprescntatives from
this island, thc first of its kind sincc the out-
break of war. At this conforcncc several ecxecllent
idces wore »roscntcd which helped to mcet somc of
the events which followed the conforence. It also
scrved as thc forerunner to two veory sipgnificant
confercnccs held by the Emeorgeney Service and Mo-
rele Cormittocs of Hwwaii, Meul, Xcual and Ozhu.

At the conference it wos decidcd thet & committeo
bc appointcd to look into and study the situstion
from time to timc end if it be found advisablc to
Plen for anothcr conference. Today's confercncc
rcsulted from the deliberation of that committoe
and thc Emcrgecney Scrvice Committcc.

We erc glad to scc a good representetion today.
Your sctive perticipation in this conferencc snd the
sharing of idcas arc going to help plen the course
of our group and the territory now and in thc post
war world. I, thorefore, hope thet eaech ono will
actively porticipete in the dsy's progrem.

The confcrencec, 8 you see from the egenda,
hes been divided into two seperatc soctions. The
first pert is informctive and the sccond dcvoted
to discussion, Mr. Shigeo Yoshida will help us
gct the sctting for the dav's confercnce. I now
call on Mr. Shigeo Yoshida.




"THR._JQB AHETAD

Shigeo Yoshida

We ere met ftcday. as the Chairman hes pointed out to you, for the
second Oshu conferencs cf tihls nature since the war began., Ve are
here this moining not cnly to share with each cther our problems,
ideas and aspirations but to plan tegether for whatever iasks which
lie shegd, OCur Job is to evuluate the ristsl-es and accomplicshments
of the past end to set our scights for the future. In doine this, we
nust, of course, keep alweys in mind, as I am sure we huove in the
pest, the welfare of the entire Territ ory rather than of any one par-
ticular group. It is frue that insofar as this conference it con-
cerned, we cre dealing primerily with thcss problems which are of
paerticuler concern to the pecple of Japansse ancescry. Thesc prob-
lems, however, arec so closely inter-releted with the larger nroblems
of the Territory, in fect are an integral part of, rather than
apert from, the problcms of every other racial group in the Terri-
tory, thet they cannot, even if we wanted to, be considered separate-
ly but only in reclation to the way in which they affeet everybody
else of whatever racial or cconomic background.

What are these problems? I should like to take the rcmeining
few minutes of my timc to mention a2 few of them with the hope that
thoy be considercd to the cxtent that time permits during the re-
rnzinder of the dcy's confcrernce.

1., There is still the war to be won., Thcre is the problem of
continued participztion of the pcoplc of J nancsc community in our
~.cvlon's wer cffort. We hoave made an cxccllcnt contribution, in
weny respeets os good as if not bettor than, the contributions of
cther reeclal groups. But we arc going to be judsecd in tho future
not only by what has elrecady been donc but by wiat we continue to do
in the romaining days of the war. How to got the continued, if not
cceelerated contribution of our groun, particularly in the fece of
g natural, growing complaccney is o problcom which must be faced.

2. Therc is thc problcm of the roturning soldiers, the physicel,
ment~l end cmotional rcheobilitation of many of them and the personal
and vocationel rcedjustment of cveryonc of thom. It is‘estimetcd thot
by the timc the wor is cnded, there will be closc to 15,000 soldiers
of Jcpancsc anccstry in, the Army. Everyonc of them is going to be
feccd with the problem of rcedjusting himself into a new and we hopo
a boetter community, not thc onc he left behind., It is not going to
bc an easy task for our men 28 well ns for thoir fomilics, frionds
ond assoelctes. They orc coming brek in meny eoscs chrnged men - dif-
ficult for us to underestond ond difficult for them to understond us.
.n this conncction, I should like to call your attention tc the
lettor from Joo Itageki, copics of which hrve been distributed to You,
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in which he discusses at length the feelings snd aspirations of our
men who are out doing the fighting.

Dr. Murai is scheduled to discuss this problem this morning
and I have, thercfore, no intention of delving into'it further expect
to say thet it iz a problem which, like many others, involves the
peorle of all racial ancesiries snd raust be tackled as such. It is
also a problem for whose solution, preperstion must be made now. Part
of the preparation will inwveolve legislative scticn. The whole will
invoive much community planning. 1t is my earnest hope that our
confercnce today will become a vitel vart of that planning and make a
significent contribution toward the ultimate solution of the problien.

3, There is the question of the place of the people of Japanese
ancestry in this community end thelr reletionshin with the peoples of
all other races in the post war period. When peace is again restored,
what changes can we reasonably expect or have a right to expect? Are
we as a group to have & just share in the political, cconomic and
social life of this community? Will thc tremendous sacrifice in hu-
mon lives and the demonstration so unequivoeczbly cstablished that the
dmericens of Japonesc cnccstry arc every bit as good Amecricans-as
those of othcr rociel origins meen anything to those who oncc quos=-
tioned and in many cascs, still question our place in this American
ccamunity? If the events on the mainlend mcen anything, we cen be
surc that therc will be many individuals and groups cven in Hawaii
vho will choosc toignorc the evidence which any rcessonable person
ot acecept or find some othor cxcusc for denying us the full rights
"nd privilcgcs to which we cre cntitled.

I may be grossly misunderstood when I spocak in this vein. DBut
lct us be frenk and rcelistic cven at the rick of misunderstending
end criticism, Therc must bc a continued changc for the botter in
the rcletionship cmonz people of all reccs in Hawaii, in the placo
that cach shell occupy in relation to the others. I say "continucd
changc for the better®™ advisedly bocausc there has beon o tremendous
chongs to the better onéd one nccd only look bock to tho days immodi-
ately preceeding ond following Pecerl Herbor to reolize this. Witness
also the number cnd tonc os well es the authors of the lectters in tho
newsnapers relative to the stand taken by one Werner Pctorson. But
thce chonge must continuc and I hope it comes without leoving in its
weke the bitterncss ond frustrations thet erc so often incident to
eny social chonges., I hope, too, thot this confceronce today will
cxplore woys and mcons of bringing aobout this chenge in o fair ond
rcasoncble meonncr, cspeeiclly the changes which have to be mede with-
in our group if the lrrger chrnges I refcr to are to takc place.

Somc of thcse ~rc listcd on our rcgonda for laoter discussion. I refeor
to the nccessity of elimincting 011 vestiges of alicn influenccs

cnd practiccs which crc inconsistent with Amcriean idecls ond pree-
ticcs ond which reteord the full Amoricanizrtion, in ¢ culturel sensc,
of our group ~nd obstruct our full integration with thc rest of the
community. How this cen be ~ccomplished ~nd =t whot rrtc must also

-

oz considered. I olso refer to weys nnd ricens of rcelly bringing
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the various races together-on a_free and equal basis. This is a
responsibility not only of our group but of all groups.

4, There arec clso certain other miscellaneous problems to which
some attention should bc given. I refer to such matter as the fol~
Lowing:

a. Incidents which may arise as the war gets closer and
closer to Japaon in which the foelings of vorious people might
be vented against those of us herc in Hewaii. The action of
a certain Filipino, as reported in our papers yestcrday, who
attacked two alicn Joponcsc becausc the encmy had wipcd out
his fauaily in thc Philippincs is a case in point.

b. Assistoncc to scrvice men and their familics now.
There arc vorious privaotc ond public ageneics sct up to ronder
this essistance but thcrc is clso much thot we, as individuals
and as mambers of verious groups, con do to ossist theso pcoplc
with thoir various problcms.

¢. Continucd vigilonec agroinst any incidont which might
actuclly bc or which might bec construcd to be disloyzl or
subversive.

d. The ploce of the returning internees, rssuming they
will 211 be returned to Hownii, aond their readjustment in the
community.

e. The place of our alien parents in the post wer period.
Will they try to renssert ond regein the place of lecdership
they occupied before the war? H-ve we, who are citizens, demon-
strated enough lendership to forestnll cny nttempts on their
port to reznin the lendership thoy were foreced to relinquish?
These quecstions ~ssume, of coursse, thnt they will be permittcad
to continuc their rcsidcnce in Hewoil. We must not toke too
lightly howcver, thc onnounccd intention of certain groups
on the mainlend to fight for the deportrtion of nll Jwpanecsc
alions aftcr the wor.

f. Thc contribution which we, as ¢ group; ney be in a
position to meckc toword the cstoblishment of o just ~nd durcbloe
pcocec in the Poeifie. Just whot the contribution will bo I

cm not prepcred to soy but it is something which merits somo
study.

Those problcms which T hove montioned by no mc~ns cxhoust the
list. I =m cecrtoin thet I hove omitted some that you might considcr
morc importcnt. I closc with the hope 2gain that this conforonce
today will be o significcnt one, that from our doliberntions will
cmerge mony constructive idcas which will be o significont contri-
bytion tow~rd the solution of mony of our problcms and towsard the
cstoblishment of o post wer Hownii which will be in fret n place™ .
which we shrll be proud to coll our home. (b




ASSTSTANCE TO SERVICEMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES
Dr. Ernest I. Mvrai

About 17,000 men of Havail have glready been inducted into the
armed services of our country. Of this number roughly 10,000 men or
60 per cent are of Junanese ancestry. It is estimated that before
“"e war is over riore than 25,000 men from H:waii will have been called
to the colors.

I feel thet it is a cormunity responsibility to see thst when
the veterans return, they will be absorbed into the 1ifc of the com-
runity with the minimum of confusion and friction. Thre veterans do
not want charity nor do they expect special privileges. They are
entitled, however, to such assistancc as is neccssary to help them
fit themsclves in post war Hawaili.

Jur purpose today is to rcview whet have been'done so far and
what morc need to be done. Tho fedoral government, as it properly
should, has assumed the primaory responsibility of providing dircect
benerfits. Somc of the more important ones sro:

Insurance

Every scrviceman may apply for Netionsl Service Life insuranco
up to $10,000.00. Hc may designate in addition to the principal
beneflelary a contingent bencficiary.

The’insurod has the right to change his benefici ery by writing
to the Director of Insurance, Vetorans Afministretion, Washington,
Dl CI

This insurancc is for five years. Any time after it has been in
force a year, it may bc converted into ordinary 1life, 20-payment lifc
or 30-paymecnt 1lifc,

A veteren may upon discharge convert his insurence or he may
7lt until the cxpiration of the five ycar ncriod to do so. Te con-~
tinuc this insurcnee after discharge, hc must pay his promiums direct
to the Treasurcr of the United Stafes in cerc of the Gollections Sivb-
division, Veterans ddministration, Washington, D. C.

Compensation and Ponsions

For scrvice connocted disability, a veteran nay receilve compen-
sation ranging from $11.50 per month for 10% fisobility to $115.00

per month for total disability,

Fgr non-service connectcd disebility, a pension of £50.00 a
month is allowed for nermancnt discbility when the vetoran hes served
90 days or morc during the war,
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Hospitalizstion

For servicc incurrcd diszbility a veteran is entitled to free
hospitelizetion end frce tronsvortation to o hospitel.

For illncss not duc to sorvicec in the marmecd forces, a vetcran
=y receivc frcc hospitzslizetion if hospital beds crc availagble end
if o 18 finsncinlly uncdle Lo pey.

Educotion

A voteran over 25 yeors of cge wheon inducted moy reecive one
yoor of cduccation or troining in gny cporoved school of his choice.

For ¢ vebtercn under 265 yoors of cge when indueted aor far one
over 25 ycors who ean prove that his cduection wos impoired, inter-
fered with or intcrruptcd, the fcdercl government provides: cduc Glon=
2l cid of not more th-n ,500 OO per ycar for tuition, fecos, books
cte., and $50.00 per -month if ho haos no dcpendent or $75.00 per month
if hc has depcndents, for subsist?ncc cllowence. Thce lcngth of this
pcriod of cducctional training eonnot cxceced four yoors.

Tonons to Veterons

4 veteron moy sccurc lo-ns for the purchosc of a home, farm or
business. The Veterans Administration will guarrantee up %o SOa of
the loan provided that the amount guarsnteed does not exceed %2000.00.
The loan will bear interest at no more than 4% per annum and must be
paid within 20 vears.

Unemployment Compensation

An unemployed veteran is entitled to $20.00 per week for a peri-
od not morc then 52 vecks. The number of wecks is based on length
of service - 24 weeks for the first 90 days of service and 4 weeks
for each nmonth of additional scrvice.

Jobs

He can get his old job back if he is still quallfled for it and
coplies for recmployment within 90 days after his discharge. =

He is entitled to tho fa01litics of the United States Employ-
ment Service if he desircs a ncw job., The United States Civil Ser-
vice gives 50 to 10 peints prefcrence to vetcrans and cortain jobs
suchh as guard, clcvator opcrator, mecsscnger, and custodian, arc ro-,
scrved for hlm. :

A vecteren with a scrvice conncetcd disability can locarn a ncw
tradc with all cxponscs of training ineluding ncccssary trgnsnorto—
tion poid. In sddition during his training ho will rceccive $92.00
ELT month if singlc; unlcss his pcnsion cquals or exceeds the amount

2103.50 a month if he is married with $5.75 for each child and $11. oo
for each dependent perent.
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Mustering Qut Pay

A veteran in service 60 days or more who served outside continent
United States is entitled to $300,00. He will receive $100.00 at the
time of discharge, $100.00 in 30 days anda the final $100,00 in 60 dzi=c

For one who has served at lesst 60 days in the United States only
*200,00 is given - $100.00 at the time of discharge end $100.00 with-
in 30 days thereafter., TFor o veteran who has served less than 60
days, $100.00 will be paysble at discharge.

This provision docs not epply to officers above captain in the
army or lieutenant senior grade in the navy or those who have had no
service.

Benefits for Dependents

Family Allowance

3 Class A Dependents. A wife, or child, or former wife of & ser-
vicemen comes under this heading. A wifc is entitled to $50.00 a
rmonth and & wife and a child $80.00 a month and for each child therc-

after $20.00. Where thc serviceman has no wife but only a child,
$42.00 is given.

Class B-1 Depcndents include parents, brothers and sisters. The
allotment is as follows: 1 parent $50,00; 2 parents $68.00; 2 parents
and 1 brother or sister $79.00; 1 brother or sister but no parent
$42.00; and each additional brother or sistocr %11.00., The service-

man must have been the chief support in order to qualify under this
provision.

Class B Decpcndents are thosc who are dcpcrdent upon the servicc-
man for_a substantial portion of thcir support (less than 50%). Thc
arovit is fixed at $37.00 no matter how many dependents there are.

Gratuity Poy

When a servicemen dies while in the service, the widow or the
next of kin is entitled to a cash payment equal to 6 months pay.

Back Pay

The balance of any pay account remaining due a man who dies in
service goes to the next of kin.

Pensions for Depondents

When a member or ¢ former member in the armed services dies of
service connectcd disability, the¢ following pensions ore granted:
widow $50.00; widow and 1 child 765.00; #13,00 for each additional
child; 1 child $25.00; two children #3€.00; $10.00 for each addition-
"1 child but the total not to excced $100.00; one parent $45.00;
both parents 225,00 each.
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When death is not the result of service conncected disease or
injury but whcere the votoran had ot the time-of decth a disability
incurred in or cggrav-ted by his wer service, the following is gront-
cd: widow $55.00; widow cnd 1 child 345.00; {5.00 for cach cddition-
al child; 1 child only ¢18.00, 2 children %27.00, 3 children £36.00;
ond for each cdditionnl child $4.00.

2uricl Allownnec

A sum not over 2100.00 is provideéd for burial of any wnr vetecran
Adischarged or rcleosed from cetive service under conditions other than
dishonorcblc.

Amcrican Flag

The family of a serviceman who dies while in service or the
“amily of an honorably discharged veteran is entitled to a United
States flag.

Headstone

3 A headstone for any veteran who dies is supplied upon applica-
tion to the Quartermaster General, U. S. Army, War Department, Wash-
ington, D. C.

Social Security Benefits

In the event of death of a serviceman who was in a "covered" in-
dustry prior to induction, survivor's insurance benefits may be pay-
able to the next of kin. The next of kin should inquire immediately
at the Social Security Board office,

Assistance in Employment

Special assistance is given veterans! families in securing em-
ployment. The ncarest U.S.E.S. office will register all such re-
ruests. Wives and widows of disabled veterans receive certein pre-
Terences in the federal civil service. L

" ne Medical and Nursing Carec

A wifc of a serviceman in the four lower pay grades may receive
pre-natal care at her home or at the doctor's office. At child=-birth,
the wife and the baby receive free medical and nursing care. Complevte
meternity care is provided, including a physical exaninstion 6 weeks

ofter the baby is born. The baby is entitled to free medical care
during the first year of life.

our territorial government under existing lews provide o few
benefits. Some of these are:

1. Preference of 5 per cocnt is given to a veteran in anm original
and open compctitive Civil Service cxemination provided he qualifies.
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2. A photostat of a vecteran's dischorge certificate is made free
of charge cend filed, but copies of it will cost 25 cents per copy.

3. Vetercns who left the employ of the Territory or County for
aetive duty in the ormed scrvicos or merchont marine will be rcem-
ployed under cortnin conditions, will heve scrvice credit for time
spcnt in such servicc, cnd will heve their contributions to the Re-
tirement Systcm peoid for during their period of scrvice.

Sincc the lest territorial confercnec, I am very heppy to report
thet great stridcs have beon mnde here townrrds the proper handling of
vcterans' offoirs. Thero 1s o growing cworcness of the importonce
of the problems. Socinl ond welfcre ngencies hove devoted a great
deal of time to them. DMen like our friend, Mr. Deacon, have spent
hours and hours studying the problems and doing something about them.

The Veterans' Advisors under the able management of Mr, Rinehart
end more recently under lir. Guntzer hes made a real contribution.
Tt has served as a cleering house for all information and services
~erteining to the servicemen. By its work, it has demonstrated the

need and importance of such an asgency. It is now financed by the
Community Chest.

The coming of M-, Walker has meant a great deal in the set-up
of the Veterans Administration. The Veterans Administration is the
principel agency which will deal with veterans., We have been told
thet the facilities and staff of the Veterans Administration will be
exponded and that the local office will become a regional office.
This will mean thet meny problems will be decided locally and the
red-tape involved will be cut to the minimum.

I have tried to give you a very hasty picture as to wherc we arc
on this veterans' situstion. In a few weecks the legislgture will con-
venc. After studying the mattcr end consulting vorious peopleo in-
cluding Mr. Guntzer of the Veterans' Advisors, I fcel tho following
itens should bc presentecd to it for consideration:

1. A bill to sct un a Council on Vcterans! Affairs, dcfine its
powers, and to eppropriate the nceessary fund is of grcatest import-
oncc. This will, in cffect, continuc the present Votcrans'Adwisors
vhich has dcmonstratcd its nccd. Mr. Doacon has worked on tho bill
and if there is ony question, I'm sure hc will be glad to snswer it. -

2. Under the G.I. Bill of Rights, tho Vetcrans Administration
vill guarantee up to 50% of the locns to'vetersns and the amount
cuarenteed cannot exceed {2000.00. This, in effect, means if the
veteran qualifies, he can borrow $4000.00. Now you know that $4000.00
»711 not buy a home nor a business todey. If this provision is to
mean anything, thes legislature should sunplement it.

3. A bill should be »repsred to provide for the appointment of
& conservator of property for missing service personnel.

f 4. It would be desirsble to suthorize cormissioned officers to
take acknowlecdgment and zct in a notarial capecity. The need for
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this has been demonstratod on seversl occasions. Alonz with this
some provision should be mede to meke the acts of an attorney-in-
fact legel up to the notification of death.

5. Our territorial lsw should providse for further prefercnce for
vcterans. The fodoral govermment gives a five point preference to
gll veterans and ton pcints to disohled veterens. Scnlority rights,
salery increments, cte. cre also token cerc of under thc federel sys-
ton. nesc anG other benefits should be incorporated into the terri-
torial civil service system,

6. It would scem dcsirable to waive penoltics end intcrest on
dclinquent taxzes of vctcrans up to & certein pecriod - say two years
aftcr the war.

7. A bill to guthorize the territorial government to issue cer-
tain documents free of charge to veterans ané their next of kin who
use them in filing cleims. Hewalian Birth Certificates, Board of
Health Certificates, stc. come under this category.

These suggestions need further study before they cen be put
dovm in the fora of a bill. The Energency Scrvice Comiaittee hes a
subcommittee working on veterans' lezislation and I sn sure it will
welcome eny suggestions you may have.
-0 -

Surmary of Discussion:

Under the topie, "™hat rights and benefits does the federal
government provide for the servicemen and their femilies®™, Dr. lMurai
pointed out the nossibilities in the fields of insurance, hospitali-
zgtion, education, loans, and unemployment compensation., He reported
that 2 bill has been set up for entry into the coriing Legislsture
to set up a Council of Veterans! Alfairs, and suggested that the bill
be given our heartiest support, because 1t seeks to coordinste the
gservices to servicemen snd veterans offered by verious public and
private agencies, and meke them more easily accessible and better
known to those who need themn.

On the topiec, ™Vhret docs the Territory of Hrwaii provide in the
va7 of veterans' aid™, he pointed out that the chief contribution of
“he Territory was to supplement and imploment the provisions for fe-
vciral aid and service. An example of such coordination of services
v1ich has been echigved consists of the desirs of parents and rcla-
tives to receivc baek the ashes of thelr deccased servicemen rela-
tives. It was suggcsted thst the Tsrritory should appropriate funds
to onable percnts to go zet sueh sshes., The renly was thet the U, S.
lzr Dcpartment sends them back now on request - sincc it is obviously
impogsiblc for meny psrcnts to go up to front-line or reccntly-front-
line positions to recover such ashos.

r, Dcreon stated thaet the federel government offers bencfits
to those who -ask for thom - it is obviously not in a position to ask
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people whether they want some money from Uncle Sem. Tre Energency
Scrvice Comuittee can, however, inforim people and encourage them to
ask for the benefits coming to them, for then the Federal government
will be happy to provide the benefits provided by Congress.

The discussion of the »rogrecss made by the community in planning
“or the return ol the veterzns included the wor: of the Veterans Ad-
visors, the Vetcrans Administration, and various intcrcsted civie
,roups. The question was raiscd whether the Territory could contri-
hute something which thc Fcderal sgencics cannot do, by hiring some-
one to do case-finding in thc community. Mr. Rinchart, foérmcrly of
the Veterans Advisors, stated thet the natural »noint of contact is
the nationality group, thc church, and other socisl tic-ups. Tho ad-
ministration of the G.I. Bill of Rights is a problem of the wholc
community, not merely thst of the Vetcrans Aéministration. For in-
stancc, the matter of counselling on vocationsl treining - what to
trein for, end whet treining to get, and wherc snd how = is all a
mattcr of gencral responsibility of meny agcncics end pcople, for it
cannot be snswcrcd by any onc agency.

Mr. Gunzter, dircctor of thc Votcrens' Advisors, stated that de-
teiled informgtion on what bencfits arc aveilablc ond how to gotb
thcse benefits, down to such dctails as to what popers to bring with
you whon you apply, is bcing preparcd in o Monual by the Veterans
Advisors and Seclective Service, jointly. Copies of this Manual will
be provided all points of netural contact, such as ministers, teach-
ers, soclal workers, hospitals, personnel officers, etc. The address
of the Veterans' Advisors was given as the Armory, and the Phone
Number ag§ 1316.

, A question wes raised on tax exemption for veterans. The first
$1500 pay for military services seems to be wholly exempt, snd the
usual exemptions apply thereafter as well. A question was resised as
tc whether the premium was still to be the same if the insurance was
converted to 30 or 30 pay life. In rogard to taxes, a serviceman is
considered a dopendent if the wifc has a separate incomec.

The question was raised whether the ESC is kcevning a record of
t.11l discharged pcrsons. It scems that only those who have rcturncd
here after discharge arc knowm to the ESC. The chief source of in-
formation is from rclestivece and fricnds, who should bec surc to get
in touch with thc ESC in ordcr that the latter may be sble to oxtond
its aid.




THE JAPANLDSE LANGUAGE SCIIOCLS

Stouley M. Miyomoto

Y-~u may wonder why 1€ neeo to be concerncd over the lanzusge
schcols since they are not in existenec today. True, but will Ghey
continue to rcmain closcd in the post war period? I zn sure you will
agree with mc that the rcopcning of the lansuace schools is a possi-
bility. If they do, may thcy not retard our total assimilat tion?

It may intercst you to know that 166 schools werc in existence
in 1941. Of these schoels, 124 have been voluntarily dissolved and
there are 42 not yet dissclved - 5 on Xausi, 14 on Oshu, 11 on Maul,
e¢nd 12 on Heweii. Twclve of thesc schools aro undcr thc control of
Hengwanji Mission end 5 vnder the J-do Mission.

According to a relisblc suthority, most of thc 42 schools have
very nominal asscts. On O-hu besides the church schools only &
sciiools havc substantial csscts

At the territorial conforecncc of the Morsle Committeces on Maui
last ycar, the following rosclution was adopted:

"Whercas, thc Janarcsc languagc schools havc been e sourcc of
misunderstanding and suspicion on thc part of a grcat mony pcople in
Havall, end :

M¥hceroos, the attondanze at a lansucge school in egddition to the
regulgr publie sehool is8 o nﬁv51cLl gtrain on 'a child as well ns o
Tifnaneial ‘butden apn hlsg LC171Y oné

"Whereas, the oxistcnee of o great number of forcign languesge
schocls in on Amcricaon comaunity ie on anomglous situation vhich re-
tards the complete assimilation of our various racisl grouds into a
unified community, and

*Whereas, it is the funetion of our publicly supported schools
to establish courses to meet community needs,

"Be it resolved, thst e, the members of the Morale and Emer-
cency Service C:Jmlttees of Hle Territory of Hewail at conference
assembled, that

1. We oppose the re-cstablishment of Japanese langusze schocls
in the Territory of Hewailil;

W anoeate theé teszchins of all foreign languesges in our
public schools;

We advocate the esteblishment of an sdequate adult education
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program under the auspices of the Department of Public In-
struction which will provide opportunities for the learning
of English, American history, customs and institutions of
our country;

4. We advocate the immedigte dissolution of all remaining Japa-
nese language school preoperties and assets, and

"Be it further resolved that & copy of this Resolution be for-
wardad to the Governor of the Territory of Hawaii and the Department
of Public Instruction.t

This resolution was the recsult of considerable discussion on the
problem. The delegatecs felt that they should make concrete sugges-
tions which were incorporsted in tho resolution.

In Junc, 1943, Katsumi Onishi submitted to the University of
Hawall his mastcr's thesis, "A Study of the Attitudes of the Japancse
in Hawaii toward the Japencse Language Schools™. The study shows
thet in 1937, 84% of thc sccond gencration subjects answcring the
quocstionnairc gave an affirmaetive answor to the question of sending
their children to language schools. Only 3% of thc second gencration
subjecets thought "Hawaii would be bettor off vrithout tho Jepancse
language schools™. Thc subjcets were taken from all walks of lifo,
ineluding public school tcachcrs and students.

In 1942 he made a study of 150 second generation subjects -~ M45
wollen university students, 5 women teachers recently out of the uni-
versity and 100 students in a rural high school......" Onishi found
that "the 1942 sub jects were only mildly favorable™ toward the Jepa =
nese languege schools. He also found that "affirmative replies to
the question regarding the sending of children to a Japanese languace
school decreased SIENI I8NtV vuivssena®

Onishi concluded his study with the following remarks:

"Although the group of university women students and teachers
of 1942 is not truly representative of the Japanese population in
Hawaii, the comments made by them mey be indicative of the attitudes
of a large number .of citizens of Japanese ancestry. Most of them
agrce that the Japancse language schools cither should be abolished
and the study of the Japancsc language be carried on in the public
schools of Hawaii or should be pPlaccd under closo supervision of the
Territorial Depesrtmcnt' of Publie Instruction if they arc allowed to
reopen after the var......" 1

1. Quotations from Onishi's study were taken from the sumnary made
by M. Kido, cxecutive scerotary of the T.E.S.C. Tho summary is
on file in the ESC officc.
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In the 1943 session our legislature pessed Act 104, regulating
the teaching of foreign lenzuages. Secticn 3 reeds thus: ®No child
shall be taught a foreizn lenguage in any schcol unless he shall com-
ply with one of the following requirements: (a) That he shall havs
passed the fourth grade in »nublic school or its equivalent, and g&aLL
pass from time to time in each succeeding grade a standerd ?est in
English composition and reeding couducted by or under ths déirection
of the department of public instruction attaining a score not lower
than normal for his grade; or (b) that he shall have passsd The P
eighth grade in public school or its equivalent; or (c) that he shall
‘have attained the age of fifteen years®.

Section 4 reads in part that ™no school shell permit the teach-
ing of any foreign language to any child under the age of fifteen
unless the teacher cshall have been examined and certified by a board
of examiners of threc persons sppointed by the commissioners of pub-
lic instruction to be recasonably well versed in the usage and iciom
of both the English lanzuage and the foreign language to be taught
by such teachGr.icececees™

The department of public instruction is not only interested in
carrying out the provisions of Act 104, but it is also interested in
teaching forelgn languages in the public schools of Hawaili.

Superintendent Oren E. Long suggested to the education committees
of the Chamber of Commcrec that the public schools teach the orien-
tal languages for those who are capablc of learning them effectively.
He suggested that this program bc started in the 7th grade. I am
sure we can give our support to such s progren.

In order to provide for a worthwhile projcet to which language
school assets may bc donated, the Emcrgensy Service Committec hclped
to create the “Hawaii Veterans lMemoriasl Fund®, which hes been in-
corporated and registered with the treasurer of the Territory of
Hawaili.

The objects and purposes of the corporation are: ™to render
ald to Hawail veterans of World War II, their families and depen-
dents; to advence the ideals of racial and religious tolerance and
to promote & common understanding among the people of the Territory
of Hawaii; to grant scholarships, loans and other assistance to
worthy youns men and women of promicse in the Territory of Hawaii in

obtaining higher education in Hawaii or on the mainland of the United
States®,

The board of trustees of the corporation ineludes the follow-
ing: Cherles R. Hemenway, president; Robert L. Shivers, vice presi-
dent; Robert K. Murekami, secrctary; Hawaiian Trust Co., Ltd., trea-
surer; Mitsuyuki Kido, auditor; the Honorable Ingram M, Stazinback,
governor of Hawaii; Col. Farrant L., Turner, Judge J. Frank McLaugh-
lin, James T. Nishi snd J. Garner Anthony.

You may be able to assist the fund by encouraging not only
schools but other institutions and individusls to meke donations.
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Summary of Discussion:

Mr. Miyamoto pointed out thet the vest majority are already dis-
solved - 124 - but that some 42 are left undissolved - 5 on Kauail,
14 on Oghu, 11 on Maui, and 12 on Hawaii., The greatest difficulty
encountered is that of dispcsing of the assets. TFor the benefit of
those language schools which wish to dissolve, bubt can find no more
suitable recipient for their present assets, a new corporstion has
been set up, for this spscilfic purpose, which is to sdminister funds
S0 obtained to provide cducetional bencfits, for veterans chiefly
but aelso for non-veterans. Scholarchips are to be paid from the funds
secured from the liquidstion of language schools and their assets.
The fund is to be known es the "Hawali Vetcrans Memorial Fund®., It
is to be administercd by a Board of Trusteces of cxccllent men - Gov.
Ingram M. Stainback, Charlecs R. Hemenway, Robert L. Shivers, Farrant
L. Turncr, J. Gorner Anthony, Frenk J. McLaughlin, Robert K. Murakami,
Jemcs T, Nishi, and 1Ztsuyuki Kido.

Mr. Honda pointed out thaet the Hongwenji Mission has applied for
a new and amendcd charter in which the sponsorship of language schools
is eliminatcd. Thc question was raiscd as to what would provent it
from changing its mind aftcr the war. The answer was that the amcnd-
cd charter hes to be grantcd by the Trcasurcr and signed by the Gov-

ernor, neither of whom would be inclined to fevor a reversal on this
stand.

In regard to the language schools, Mr. Rinehart asked Dr. Lind
what the experiences on the msinland with langusge schools of verious-
nationalities had been. He turned the question over to Dr. Rodemaker,
who Dpointed out that the language school has performed a function of
helping the immigrant sroup make the transition from the old country
speech, language, snd customs, to the American customs. The second-
generation has thus been the chief benefsctor of the language schoo
but becsuse it imposes an additionsl educational tesk, the second gen=
eration has not liked it and therefore it has chiefly died out in the
third generstion. However, in some cases, such as that of the French
Ccnadians in New England, the parochial lasnguege schools have been
a part of the Roman Cztholic Church to keen intact the French Cenadi-
an culture, with religion as its corc and the French language as a
nccessary tie and means of binding the third snd further generations
togother. If, thereforc, the transition is decsircd to be made more
rapidly, it is wise to tapor off the use of the languge school., This
is true if the nublic schools perform the duty vhich they owe the
people of the community they serve by teaching the languages nccessary
to help thc sccond and first goneration immigrasnts to undcrstand cach
other. Morcover, if thc public schools tcach thc languages nceded
for~this, they can teech them in a way which holps morc cffcetively
to integratc the sccond germeration student into Arcricen life, and to
enable him to interpret the new way of life more effectively to his
parents. He does not learn the foreign language as a separate and-
strenge thing which is wholly apert from hig life in the community,
but as a part of tradition and culture with which everyone can be fa-
miliar as a part of world's weelth of knowledge and art, and not as
something pointed out as belonging to him and hence forever to be as-
socaited with him just because of his esncestry.




DUAL CITIZENSHIP AND EXPATRIATION

Mrs. Ethel Mori

The problem of duel citizenship exists beceuse of the conflict
in nstionality laws of the various countrics., It is nob peculiar to
Americens of Japanese ancestry. There sre millions of Aual ciuizens
of various racisl descent in the United Suates. Tiaece non-Japanese
technically cannot become full-fledged Americans because no accepted
method of expatriation exists for them.

Dual citizenship is often confused with dual allegiance. In an
effort to eliminate the dual citizenship bugabco, a concerted drive
was made to liberalize thec cxpatriation laws of capan. As the result
of the insistence of dmericans of Japanesc ancestry as far back as
1914, the Japanesc government msde cortzin concessions. The Japancse
Natlonality Law of 19216 permittcd Americen ci tizens to Tenouncc their
aellegiance to Janan only up to 17 yesrs of agze, The Law of 1921 pro-
vided that males of 17 ycars of age or morc camnot lose their Japancse
netionality unless they have complcted active service in the army or
navy or thcre is no obligation to cnter into it.

On November 28, 1919, thc American citizens of Japancse ancestry
petitioncd the Japancsc govermment to relcasc them from all obliga-
tions to Japan. An cxccrpt from it rcads:

"We are sll men of Japanese parentage, born on the soil of the
United States, and also have been educated in the schools of that
country. We wish to be considered citizens of the country in which
we are now living, and to show that men of Japanese ancestry can be
as loyal to the country of their adoption as men of other ancestry
residing therein.®

At the same time the petitioners memorialized President Woodrow
Wilson asking for his help in securing the desired revision of the
Japanese law.

As a rosult of these efforts on December 1, 1924 the rcevised
Japanese Nationality Law was put into effect. Its major provisions
wcre

1. Those born in the United States and certain other countrics
arc permitted to surrender their Japancsec allcgiance at any
time regardless of age.

Thosc born aftcr Decomber 1, 1924 will losc their citizenship
if their parcnts do not withinm 14 days rcport their birth to
the Japancse Consulatc and rcquest that they be registercd as
Japanesc subjcets.
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Campaigns for voluntary expatrietion were held theresfter. The
Hewaiien Javanese Civic Assocciation sponsored three drives in 1922,
1937 and 1¢%8. The New Americen Conference sttended by citizens of
Japanese ancestry in 1938 and 19%9 endorszed strongly the renuncistion
of foreign ties.

Notwithstanding these drives the number of dual citizens who
expatriated was small =~ agbout 13,000 ou® of arproximately 66,647
born before December 1, 1624, It is essimeted thet there are about
67,000 who are technically dual civizens, 'Tho rrineipal obstacles
were :

1. The difficulty of securing the necesiary documents - such
&8s birth certificates, application forms, family registriecs
from Japnan, etec.

The cost of expatriation ($10 - $85)
The refusal of many to admit allegiance and loyalty to Japan.
Indifference.

1940 a petition signed by 30,000 Americans of Japanese ances-
try was sent to Secretary of State Cordell Hull through Delegate
Samuel Wilder King in which & roquest was made for a simpler method
of expatriation. In the 77th Congress House Resolution 6109 was intro-
duced and passed by the House but was pidgeon-holed in the Senate.
Sponsored by the War Department, this bill provided a mcthod by which
@ dual citizen may abjure any foreign allegi ance.

Sinec the outbreek of the war, the formal procedure of expatria-
ticn has been suspendzd, However, the Sy2dish Tice Consulate has per-
mitted Americans of Japancse aacestry to declare their intention to
&pply for expatriation. The authorities have accepted this declara-
E:;n ofUintention to expatriste as evidence of loyalty exclusively

o the U.S.A.

The present situation with reference to this problem of dual
citizenship is confusing. The federal zovernment through many of its
officials has repeatedly teken the stand that it does not recognize
dual citizenship. However, many of its dcpartments give a great
deal of weight to this in dealing with Amcricans of Japancse ancestry.
The Sslective Service Boards induet men irrcspective of dusl status.
Our Territorial Department of Public Instruction requires only Ameri-
cans ¢l Japanesc ancestry to show proof of cxpstriastion beforc they
arc piaced on the payroll.

When the War Department issucd & call for voluntecers, Americans
of Jopancse ancestry werc askcd to f£ill Form 304-A Reviscd. Question
28 in this rcads as follows:

"Will you swear unqualificd allegionece to the United Statos
from eny or all attock by forcign or domestic forces, and forswear
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any form of zll allegionce or obedicnce to the dJegpancse cmperor, oOr
any other foreign government, power, or orgsnizction?®

On thc mainland the enswer to this question wes used as a basis
for the scgregotion of the disloyal from the loyal. On the same
assumption thosc who answered in the effirmeotive should be considered
cxpatriatecd. There were mony dual citizens among thec 10,000 who
volunteered from Howcii ~nd omong those who worc inducted. The roster
of the now famous 100th Infontry Battelion, the most dccoratcd group
in tho Unitecd Statecs Army, roveals thce namcs of mony who are toehni-
cally dusl citizens,

This wer hes proved, beyond the shodow of ¢ doubt, that dual
citizenship hns no beaoring on one's Americernism. Thce so callcd
dunl citizens hove boeon just os dovoted ond Jjust cos loysl to our
country os the expatricted ecitizens.,

Recently, a federal lew was passed which provided that the
Department of Justice may petition the Federal Court for the expa-
triation of an individual from American citizenship. There 1is a
feeling that under the present circumstances, unilatersl action by
federal law to permit the renunciation of foreign ties might be
gdvisable. This would be s simpler method of expatrietion and at
the seme time will meet the objection of many Americans of Japanese
ancestry who refuse to recognize their alleciance to Japan and to
petition for expatristion from Jepanese nationality.

At the conclusion of the war a provision should be incorporated
into the peace treaty to solve the problem permanently. To accom=
plish this a Jjoint resoltuion of Congress celling upon the Exccutive
to secure such a provision is reconamended.

As I understand it, the Emergency Servicec Committee has a sub-
committee working on the whole problem of dual citizenship snd ex-~
patriation. It i1s working closely with Mr. Garner Anthony, Mr.
Hemenway, Delegate Farrington, ete. Any suzzestions you may have on
the question will be apprecisted by the committee,

Fundamentally this problem is one of getting our fcllow eiti-
zens to accept the prineiple that “Americanism is not a matter of
racc or ancestry but of mind and hocart®., At the same time it 1s
important thet every mecans be cxplored thet will simplify and faci-
litate the technical proceedings as a protection or defonse against
thosc who would not accept the prineciple.

v U

Summary of Discussion:

Mrs. Mori discusscd the origin, history, and significance of
the problem, pointing out that Japan's claim bascd on jus sanguinis °
held that all porsons born of Japancse parcnts sre J2pailGsc ciuvlizons,
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sub ject to call for service, and owing alleglance to Japan, but that
Japan's claims are not unique. France, Italy, Germany have all made
similer claims, which have heen repudiated by the United States CGov-
ernment, Jjust as this claim has been repudisted officially. However,
official denial of such claims by the State Ilepartment does not seem
tc rid the minds of wany persons. inecluding some in governmental
services, civilian and military, of the mistaken idea that Japan's
claim is indicetive of a real tendeacy on the part of "dual cltizens®™
to be loyal to Jaren as well ss, or rather than, the United States.

In the discussion of this point, Mr, Shigeo Yoshida stated
pointedly that Cvsl citizenship is not a legal matter, but rather a
matter of what is the sllegiance of the person. This wer has made
it possible for us, he said, to prove that dual citizenship does not
mean enything. here sre many dual citizens in the 100th Infentry
Battallion, but no onc could possibly challenge the loyalty of eny one
of its members., Their acts have proven their loyalty far more valid-
ly than any a pricri esnap judgemcnts besed on dual citizenship have
done, and we should drive homs the point proved by them - that dual
citizenship doe sn'® mcan a thing, but the Iinner convictions of the
person do mean something. Of course, it wculd be good for us to
continue to expatriatc from Jepan. But we should also educete the

public on this baesig fact - that whatcver the legal claims of Japan,
we still owe her no allegiance.

Miss Shime ji Riuzaki who-‘works at the Swedish Vice Consulate,
reported that they now have 1,050 anplications on file - "Goclara-
tions of intention to expatriate from Jespancse citizenship", to give
the formal titlec, Thesc are filled out by the duel citizcns of Ja-
pan, and acceptcd for consideration by thec Japanese government, The
Kaual Morale Committce is particularly active on this point, ssnd-
ing in 50 to 75 applications cvery other day or so just now. This
form of application is rccognized by the United Statos State Dapart-
ment and personnel offices.

For a long time it was cxcoedingly difficult for any dual
citizen to obtain employment in govermmentul scrvices, becsuse even
though the State Department rcfused to rocognize Japan's ciaims
upon a dual citizen, and declarcd in writing thct such claims had no
effcet upon the Amecrican citizeonehip or loyalty of nisci, personnel
officers in verious fedecral departments refuscd to accept this state=
ment, saying thoy were under other orders origineting with their own
department. Hence some mcans was asked for to ncct the necds of
such departments. The "declaration of intention to expatriate from
Japanesc citizenship', was tho solution. Once cxccuted and on file
in the Swodish Consulatc, en official ststoment to that effect is
issued the applicantc by the Swcdish vicc-consul.




THIE FUTURE OF THED AJA'S IN THIS AMFRICAN COMMUNITY

Summary of Discussion:

Mr. Katagiri, lir. Yoshida, and Mr, Kide introduced the discus-
sion with the remsrk that The R3¢ does not consider that it has a
monopoly on brains or gocd ideas and wanted to have everyone enter
this discussion and contribute his ideas, suggestions, and criticiem.
In teking the chair for leading the di scussion, Mr., Yoshida stressed
this, referred to the morning's work as a backzround for this dis-
cussion, and calleé for a considerstion of further issues. There are
negative and positive espects of the program and possibilities for
thie future, he said. MNot only are there things to be done away with;
there are also things to be done. There will be a Territorial Con-
ference of Emergency and Morale Committees in a few months. One cf
the functions of this g:zthering is looking for ideas for thast confer-
ence to consider.

Mr. XKido asked for somc expressions of opinion with regard to
the ‘problem of assimilation in the sensc of making everycne identi-
cal, compared with cultural plurclism, cr the maintenance of varicus
cultural entitics so that they micht cach contrihute thelir owvm parti-
cular customs and point of view to make up a blended and harmonious
whole. Both outward trszits snd inner velucs should be considered in

this conncetion.

Dr. Lind, when called on for a stetcment of the sociological
aspcets of assimiletion, stated thst assimilation, like Amcricani-
zgtion, is a tcrm which is uscd vith many difforcnt mcenings. Most
frequently, assinilation rcfcrs to the proccss whereby a varicty of
immigrant groups ascquircs z cormon sct of idcals, memories, and
traditions. This cannot bc achicvecd overnight, or by mere indoctri-
nstion, or formsgl tcaching. Pcople arc assimilated by living and
working togethor, by porticipating in common activitics; and this
abovc gll tekcs timc,

But assimilgtion c¢lso has its political or edministrative im-
plications and mcenings. A naticn such 28 ours, made up largely of
immigrant populations, must somechow carry on during thc period when
cssimiletion is teking plcee, and it cennot efford to wait for three
nmcneraetions to permit the normal rstc of assimilotion. The nation
frequently faccs eriscs, such as the precsent war, in which the loyal
support of all its residents is & primary considerstion; and it be-
comes necessary to impose certain formsl rules and standards of lo=
yal conduct. A premium is plasced upon evidence on such conformity,
and loyalty becomes & matter of outward behevior in buying bonds or

%@ving blood, for example, rather than of inner sentiment and devo-
ion.

The same sort of conflict occurs with reference to what your
committee hes called "cultural pluralism®, which is after all only




The Future of the AJA's: 2

a six-bit word for a rather simple idee. America is a nation built
from meny immigrent populations, snd our cultural unity comes from

a Jjoining and fusing of many differcnt traditions and velues, nearly
@ll of which are of foreign origin. Our culturzl roots have FEuro-
pean, Asiatic, and African sources; and the glory of America is that
it has been able to carry on a common life among elements that have
been brought so recently from the four corners of the earth. So, of
course, cultursl pluralism or diversity is an ever present end in-
escapable fact in America.

There remeins, howevecr, the-political problem as to how long we
can continue to toler-tc customs and institutions which arc clearly
of foreign origin, particularly if they scem to conflict with our
accepted !mericen valucs, The administrator who is attempting to
build a community out of diverse eclcments is naturally disposed to
eliminate as soon =s possiblc anything thot sppears to be “forcign®; -
so it is that foreign langucge schools nre naturelly under suspicion,
not only amonz cdministrators, but among the general public as wecll.
Dual citizcnship is perheps even more of o red flag to thosc unac-
quainted with the people of Japnanese ancestry. It is only common
cense, therefore, to avoid flaunting the public with practices which
savor strongly of "undesireble®™ foreign influences, recognizing at
the same time that it is impossible to eliminate all sources of
criticism froa the larger community.

The very faces of Americans of Japanese ancestry will remain
as relatively permanent "™red flags™ or symbols of foreign influence
for those who, for one reason or another, wish to find grounds for
criticism. We should exercise selective judgment in our conduct,
avolding as far as possible those practices which are certsin to
give offense in the lsrger community, reslizing slways that we can-
not hope to avoid the possible charge of responding to foreign in-
fluences.

Mr. Kido pointed out that he had recently reviewed speeches
printed in the Congrcssional Record with 2 view to analyzing what
points were made by critics and opponents of the AJA's. Three points
stand out constantly end repeatedly: the language schools, dual
citizenship, and agssimilation., There scems to be a neecd to work on
this aspect of the situation.

Mr. Katagiri steted that if we are accopted ss Amcrican citizens,
foreign influences won't be so important. ‘But other ethnie groups
have not acceptced ub as truc Americans yet, so any practiecs we havo
erc misconstrucd and criticiscd. Wo have to work toward acccptanee
if we ere to get anywherc, othcrwisc whatever we do will continuc
to be considcred "forcign® and objceticnablo.

Mr, Hecnda called attention to some practicces which doubtlcss
draw criticism from non-AJA's. Hc roferrcd to the influecnecs of
nractices in conncetion with funcrals. ‘Hec pointed out that if ho
werc a haolc, sccing long lincs of cars, joking and lsughing as if
at a wedding, ccntercd about a Buddhist temple, he might be inelincd
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to be somewhat nut out end to dislike the procedure and those who
practiced it. Besides, the nractices ere themselves hardly benefi-
cial to the AJA's. Tie bases of cortri-cticns for koden for instence,
were good instrinsicelly, but the vpractice has become somewhat over-
grown, and has become %woo large a Grain on the budeget of most families
We should modify our customsz =nd eliminate criticism and the creation
of unfavorable impressiouns which will harm us in the long run.

Mrs. Mori nointed out that money is bebtter than flowers, however,
and Shereforc a money gift is good if peoplc want to give. New, how-
ever, the loving and herecsved ones send back a reciprocal gift - cof-
fee sincc tce is not avsilable. Sre saw not too much sense in that.
She aidn't drink the coffee, end nany othecr people do not care for
it, so why cstablish such a wasteful brocedurc just to continue a
custom which has to be mediTicd anyway? A card of apprcciation would
be much bettecr, Someonc elsc suggcsted that ell contribution should
be limited to $1 esch, ard thec return should be mcrely in the form of
a card of epprcciation. M-, Y- shida stated that the cormmunity has
to get togeother on sush problems to get anywhero with them - thore
has to be common asgrecerent., M=s. Izunoto gcid that on Ksuai, at
Hunepepe, a commungl gothoring was held, at which an egrccnent was
rcachcd to hold contribiitions to a doller limit., A similar agrec--
nent was rcached in cach of the Rclocetion Centers on the meinland,
usually by theé Block llanzgcrs! Association, or the Cormunity Counecil
or the church fcderations.

Mr., Yoshide pointcd out that somebody has to take the lead and
get eriticized if we arc to have chenges., It will take lecedership.
Somcone olsc stoted that the older pccple ore changing., Most arc
Christians now, cnd meking the spiritunl chonge has preparcd them
better for aececpting the lcedership of the AJA's in nany mctters.

Dr, Bowles recounted a case of consicderable hardship in this
matter involving illness. s feebleminded child, and the desth of a
soldier, all in the samne Temily. The heaviest burden is of course
the return gifts. The seccnd generation sheould tske thse lead, with
understanding, doing all that is right and in accordance with the
inner meaning and hence necessary to remain clese te the older gener-
ation. There is little resentrcnt towerd the lesdership of ths second
generation, he said, but the uiity of the fanily is essential. What-
ever is reslly fine and o con*ribution to Amwrican life, he hopes
the wzr won't seare the second and third gensration awsy from. For
instence, flower arrangemsnt asnd brush-writing would be g pity to lose.
The sccond and third gencration should exerecise Judgment of whet is
or could be fine. Thc riznt spirit does much, and we shouvld practice
forbcarance now in many things, in the Lope of contributing such
things later, when they are nmore accecptable to the larsger community.

Dr. Radcmaker callcd sttention to the fact that there were two
ways of looking at this matter of gssimilaticn, If it is hecld de-
Sirable to sceurec the naking of all persons identieal, then it might
be possible ultimately to get rid of all critieism of "forcign® or
"Jepanese" hebits and customs among the AJA's, whon they all become
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perfectly assimilated in this sense. But it is important to notg
that the criticisms leveled against the AJA's here and on the main-
land are really symptoms ond tools of well-organized and skillful
nropagandists. Whatever ths customs, trgits, and virtues or dgfectg
of the AJA's, the facts are not so important as what people think of
“he AJA's, and so these critics use time and agein, s Mr. Kido has
~ted, certain stercotypes, or crystallized pictures, which they
try to convince the Amecican »eople are reslly representative of the
AJA's. The fact that they stick to assimilation, dual citizgnship,
and the langucge scheools - snd Ydisloyalty, Buddhistic practices,
dishonesty, sneckiness"™, end a few other such choice terms - meens
simply thet they thin%t they cen arouse »nrejudice and hatred against
the AJA's if they can persuadc people that the AJA's are character-
ized by such traits.

If we recally want to know what they object to, we shall have
to lecok deeper, into such things os the cconomic motives which
prompted them to nromotc the evocuotion of 211 Amoricens of Japonese
ancestry from the meinlend West Co-st. How to resolve the motives
born of economic corpctition so as to preovent selfish individuals
and groups from moking use of somc minority such ~s the AJA's cs a
convenicent scepegont ond o mcans to acquiring highcr cconomic status
and morc money is ¢ problcm which has not yet becen solved, however,
If thot con be solved, we c-u forget about these storeotypcs cnd
cvoid injury by proventing their use, rother_then trying to offsct
their influcnecc when thoey arc used. But aftcr oll, every mon hes'a
right undcr our frec competitive system to try to corn his living,
~néd we eccn't clwnys ovold injuring somcone clse in thc competition.
So it may bc necossery to teke up the sccond technigue.

This consists of keevning the crities from fashioning unfavorable
stereotypes and fastening then on us bv repetition and association.
28 Mr. Yoshida pointed out in the morning session, we can show by
conclusive »roof and dermonstration that the connotations of some of
These catch-words or stereotypes sre not what the critics imply =--
"ot dual citizenship does not mean diviied slieglsnce or loyalty,
but merely a legcl status which is independent of the Ffeelinsza of
the subject. But if we do this, we can expect that as fast ac we
break one of these stereotypes down, or get pecople to undersheni that
they cannot truly be used to characterize uz, new ones will e de-
vised and promoted asgcinst us - for we ere dealing with symptoms and
tools, not casuses.

However, if we arc alert, we.can hecad them off as soon as they
are coning up, and even turn somc of them beck on the eritics. Wo
know thet this can be éonc, because the critics have used many stereo-
typcs which did not “catch hold™, or did not appcear to crestec the
desived effeet, and henco werc dropped from their propaganda. If-
we ©lan to do this, however, we will nced a large, well-orzanized,
skiiled sct-up which srcnds & good dcal of time end noney in doing
this work constantly, thoroughly, and more skillfully than the cri-
tics do it. 4And if we usc this techniquc, then we shall have to be
very carcful about thc gote and things which are important in the
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manipulation of public opinion - even more important than it is
necessary to be under any circumstances.

Mr, Yoshida remarked that we would heve to be brighter and fast-
er and more alert than the critics, in that case, but that here we
had one of those positive aspects whlch he had referred to. TFor in-
stcnee, we should have to watch carefully the use of language in Dub+
lic, and avoid giving impressions that we are trying to be sccretive,
una551nllatea, or unundcrstandeble. Mrs. Mori asked how much the
second generation are doing rfor the thirc generation in this matter
of language - how many of them do what They can and should to get
them into English standard schools? She has met several parents who
feel that it is too much bother to take them a relatively long dis-
tance to an English standard school when they can get along more
easily by letting them go to the ncarest one. After all, this is a
rcsponsibility of the nisel.

Mr. Mailer was of the oninion that cultural asssimilation should
bc taken as & whole, that it should include travel to the mainland,
if possible, and other expericneces of this sort, becausc assimila-
tion depends on living in an Americen cnv1ronncnt and that's the
yest gnd fastest way of getting it., A tceacher statcd that her ob-
servations in thot capacity over scveral ycars indicatcd that stu-
Gents speak good English if the parcents do. The sccond gencration
should escccpt that rosponsibility conscicntiously.

Mr. Yoshida pointed out that integration comes through free
interplay and accepted participation, snd that we cannot hope to get
very Tar without these things. Mr. Honds ststed thet it is for us
to set the pace so that the socioloﬁigts can meet it (and revise
their generalizations to take account of more efficient operations).
All organizations of Jepanese culture have been disbanded, including
the Civic LAssociation which was composed mainly of clulzens. People
say, "You folks ere doing a good thing"., But they forget toc say,
"Novw come on and let's work together,® If we wait 25 years, socio-
logists say we will come out alright. But we want speed to surprise
them, The Lions, the YMCA, end the YWCA accept all applicants. We
need to stert something and invite others into a new organlzablon
Rev. Miho suggceted the further technique that some groups use in
trying to di scuss discriminatory UTﬂrtlceg personally with respon-
sible groups, namely that of discussing discriminatory practices
personally w1th responsiblc officers and mecmbers of thelr own orgeni-
zzticns, and of othor orgcnizations, eppreoaching the proolem of aiz-
crimination on £ personsl snd reasoning basis.

Dr. Bowles remerkecd that the usc of English by séults, even
though it is not good English, has o very gcod nsycholozical efrect.
In glmost all cascs, onc percnt knows be“ter Baslish than the other,
and it woulu not Hclﬁ matters much to hove the less able ons stop
trying to sapcak Engllsn. Of course, it is well to encourage o¢l
. ionts to speak as good Ir-lish as thoy can. To this ond, and to
iziprove cach other's English, it is wisc to form the hebit of rezding
Enzlish gloud in thc family, to ezch othcr. It is also wisc to form
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habits of dealing with haoles on a more direct basis. Much complaint
by haole employers is heard wien some person of Japanese ancestry
lecaves or feils toShow up without telling the emplover why he left,
What can be donc about this? 1t is due, of course, to the old hadit
of "™hikkomimasu®™ or vithdrawing without cominz to an open break. But
it leaves the employer fecling that thc pcople of Japanese ancestry
«2nnot be relied upon. This is a hard criticism to meet. The best
we can do is to be morc frank and direct about it when we feel that
we are not justly trecatod or that we prefer to vork clscwherc for
somec rcason,

Mr. Miyamoto introduccd a rcsolution ss Tollows:

"Whercas, Americans of Japancse encestry will continue to face
ncw prohlems, and

"Whereas, All problems nccd to be solved within thc framework
of thc good of thc wholc comaunity, send

"Whcreas, We arc cormittcd to the democractic way of 1ife,

"Thercforc, Be It Rcsolvcd: That we asscmbled in confcrcnce
g0 on record as fevoring en inter-racial orgenization whose purpose
will be to work towards social prosress and more democracy in Hawaii.®

He pointed out that we need more democracy in Hawaii, that we
need to push on toward this goal, but we need to establish an inter-
racial basis for our lives after the war ends.

Mr. Mukei said: "Most of you seem griped at not getting into
some haole group. Why don'®t you try to get accepted in your own
occupational group? Let's forget this interrecial business; let's
Just mingle as man to nan, and womasn to wowan,™

Miss Riuzaki edded that many of us fail to take advantage of
the opportunities offered to'or open to us. If we always try to
bc there when we sre invited, we would be welcomeé on other occasions
end in other orsanizations, but e don't show up. Invitations are
usually issued on a personal merit besis, so we should be there, to
Corry Our responsibilitics as well as to ask why we srcn't accepted.
We'll get furthcr by active participation in groups opcncd to us now.
Someone else echoed this statcment.

lir., Miyamoto said that labor unions have worked harmoniously
becanse there is e common purpose behind their activities. Let us
try %o stert this orgenization and see how far we get. Mr. Honda
summerized s number of discriminatory "unwritten lews" and said that
we should try to produce some improvement in this esrea. We need an

organization for the education of those who discriminate.

Mrs. Fujimoto spoke in favor of llr. Miremoto'= resolution. The
CIO orgenizetions, she said, and perhaps also the AFL, treat mem-
bers on an equal footing, so members thinl: of themselves as labor
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union members not as Japanese, Chinese, Kureans, ete. This is the
thing we need to remember.

Mr. Yoshida put the question of Mr, Miyaioto's resolution to the
delegates present. Therc sccmed to be overwhelming epproval, and Mr,
Toshida pointcd out that everr person would have to work on this task
of creating intorracial orgasnizetions if it is to be successful., Mr,
Ketegiri raised a point of order nrior Yo the vote, end Mr., Yoshide
therefore put the question as a detormination of ‘opinion rather than
as an official dececision. W-cn Mr. Yoshids rclinguished the chair and
turned the mecting over to Mr. Kido to continuc the discussion, Mr.
Kctegiri put the quostion in issue by moving that the ESC work out
plans to carry out somc sort of organization on an intercthnic basis.
“r, Murakemi seconded thc motion in order to bring it into debate.

He then suggestcd that it might be bettor not to take any formal
end definitive action which night mark out any such moves in the fu-
turc as emanating from the ESC. '

Dr. Murai addecd that hc, as the chairman of the ESC, has al-
roady committed himself, under the instructions of the rest of the
Committee, to appoint a committece to study the quoestion and to make
formal rccommendations to thc ESC, togethcr with rccommendations for
actlion, if any is dccmed necessary. He assurcd the conference that
its judgment on thec motter would bo considercd most seriously by the
Committee, but that it might be ~dvisable for the Comittee to act
indircetly or informally in thc motter, and that he wants to lcave
the Committce all necessary lotltude to work out the proper tactics.

In the 1light of thecso crgumcnts, Mr., Kotagiri wi thdrew his motion,
with thc conscnt of his second,




AN EVALUATION OF THE WORK OF THE EMERGENCY SERVICE COMMITTEE

Sumnmary of Discussion:

Mr. Kido opened the second part of the discussion, that on the
evaluation of the work of the ESC, with the statement that the ESC
considers that it holds its office as a public trust, that it is try-
ing its best to serve the public in everv way possible. It has, how-
ever, no monopoly on bresins, idess, or leadership, and will welcome
all the advice and suggestions which are offered to it by anyone.
Several suggestions were forthcoming when he asked what the ESC has
done that it should not, or hss not done that it should do. One de-
legate asked about the educstion of the public. Recently a broad-
cast mentioned the "lancuace schools still being conducted by the
Shinto churches in the Territory®. There are no Shinto churches
overating now, nor eny lanzuage schools. What is the Committee do-
ing to enlighten pcople vwho make such absurd crrors?

Another delegetc declercd that the ESC should meke a determincd
drive to deel with the dual citizenship problem. It should try to
cct all the declarations of intention to cxpatriatc possible, so that
we'll have somcthing to present when it comes time to dceide the
futurc of the AJA's st the pcacc teble. The boys in sorvice over-
scas will surcly pass adversc judgment upon us if we don't do some-
thing about duel citizenship. We should urge es meny as possible to
take the step of expatristion, now that it is so easy.

Miss Ryuzaki pointed out as an individusl that the Swodish con-
sulate cannot go out to drum up expatriation apnlicetions., It can
only state the facts end supply a procedure for those who come to it
To ask about the metter. As far custous at funerals, perhaps that
is simply a matter of the last possible consolation for already be-
reaved parents, and perhaps best not interfered with. But we should
have something on record to show whet the allegiance of the AJA's
really is when the peace conference considers such matters. WWe will
have to havec a resume of the record of requests for expatriation.

The way 1s open for expstriation so faor as the procedure is concerned,
We should lct all ow dusl citizens know that end then let them bake
the initiestive. We shouldn't expect much praise even if we do. How-
ever, make g good record in cxpatriation. If we don't have a lot of
applicetions, thc haoles will say "Why didn't you do somcthing about
clarifying your position?" end if we do have a lergc number of appli-
cents, therc will still be some who say, "Just lock at thom - ac-
ccpting the Japancsc law and Japancsc governmental provisions without
a qucstioni®

Miss Ryuzaki said with rcfercnec to the application forms thet
the space for "employment™ mesns the subject's employment, not his or
her father's employment. It is also important to have the epplicent
print the name under the written signature, so thet the correct spell-
ing cen be secured. If the epplicant is under 18, the siznsture of
one parent is necessary. The dete is especislly essential for no
apnlications can be accented which do not have the date filled in.

Mr. Kido reminded the delegetes that the ESC keeps a supply of the
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goplication forms on hand in the Nuuenu TI1ICA office.

Another delegzetc statcd that he was conccrned about the youth
of the community and asked gbout the feasibility of forming a junior
".2C to solve thc problems of high schocl end university students 16
to 20 years of gge. Such an orgsnizction might be ecreated to help
the members think thirss through ené prevent future problems of gll
sorts for the community zndé themsclves, liiss Ryuzaki suggested that
this would be an idcal 2ge level to establish an intorracial group.
Mr. Kido called attention to the fact that the ESC is not-'e rascial
organization. It is sn orgenization of Amsrican citizens, not repre-
sentstive of a race, but an interest group like the Pacific Club or
Rotary, whose members are particulsrly interested in emergency ser-
vice and morale problems, snd especially qualified for certain work
in this field.

Mr. gonda said that he felt that all the delegates wanted to
praise Mall you boys who sacrificed and worked effectively and who
havec donc ell the work that was neccessary, to the negleet of your
homes and families®™. HFach person has only two legs and a body, he
pointed out, and when you'rc in onc plece you cen't be in another,
The members of the BESC have tsken time out of their home lives to do
very important work, without remuneration of any sort, and dcserve
praise for thecir work.

Mr, Katagiri remindecd the confercnce that wec should sl1 bec alert
to the coming scssion of thc Legislaturc. We will play polities, he
said, becausc we're Amcricans, end wec want cortein legislation to
poss - most cspeeially thet referrced to by Mr. Descon in the morning
scssion covering rights of vctecrans snd their depcndents. Mr. Miyeke
zoid that the ESC hes been doing Acricanizetion work with good ro-
sults, It is cvon morc @csircble to impsrt knowlcdge of American
customs smong the AJA's, and we should vork toward this end.

Mr, Kido thenked the delegotes for their evalustion of the ESC
worl:, ond their sucgestions cnd criticisms, ond asked thet anyone who
hns further sugzcstions or g¢rilticisms write them to the ESC 2t the
Nuuanu YMCA office. He saild he would be glad to heve os many ideas
as possible to consider cercfully ond to mc%e use of for the benefit
of the community in the futurc work of the TSC.

Mr, X-tagiri rosumcd thc chair ond stated thot the merning's
specches end Mr, Guntzor's Monual would be rcproduced aond supplied
to interested persons. He asked that we sll follow closely the le-
gislation providing for a Veterans! Council, end to sunport it per-
sonslly to secure its enactment. It seemed essentisl that we get the
Lezislature to appropriete money with which to teach l~ietic languzges
and thus to eliminste the need for language schools. Thereafter Mr.
Katagiri summarized the Crnference results briefly, ending with the
accurste keynote that in this Conference, "™much has been contributed,
much has been shared™.

John A. R:odemaker




1944 REPORT OF THE EMERGENCY SERVICE COMMITTER

The committee's participation in the erection of the te@porary
war memorisl and plague on the grounds of the Gerritorlal tuiiding
was a major project of the year. As ite sghars {500 was dorzted to
the project, which was oompleted and dedicated on Dec. 7, 1944, Lt.
Gen. Robert C. Richardson, Jr. made the dedicatory address. The
plague carries the nemes of Hawaii's soldiers who gave their lives
in World War II.

In order to reccgnize the efforts of soldiers at Camp Savage
languege school,the ccmaittes presented 3 watches to the 3 outstandj
ing students graduating in June.

Captain Juck Mizuha's letter relative to rehsbilitetion of re-
turning soldiers swaltenzd the committee to the seriogsnegs of the.
problem. In order to get some background on rehabilitation work in

the territory, the committee heard Mr, Elton Morrell of the D.P.I.
on the subject.

It was decided that we intcrest some leaders of the community
on this problem, so the committee approachcd Mr. Leslie Dcacon,
who immedietely took s keon interest and got others interested, also-
He called on the govcernor several times to discuss this problem.
The governor, then, appointed a veterans' advisory committee, hecaded
by Mr. Alfred Cgstle, who was then president of the locel chapter of
the American Rcd Cross. At the close of the year this committec had
¢ legislative bill ready for the assistance of the veterans.

Our committec assisted the war department in the presentation
of Purple Hcart medals throughout the year,

One thousand reprints of the article "Issei, Nisei, and Kibei®,
appearing in the April issuc of the Fortunc magazine werc ordered
end distributed among our friends of other racial groups.

The committce having hcord thet AJA's might not be given furf
lough to Hewali, wired to Delegatc Farrington in Msy requesting him
end Col. Bickncll to contact the waer department to ovxtend the fur-

lough of the 100th Infentry boys to Howaii, Subsequently the boys
werc permittcd to return to Hewaii,

Our cormittce sponsored a rceception for the first returned-AJA'=2
of the 100th Inf., Bn, in thc Nuuanu YMCA cuditorium on April 30, 194%.
They were Pvt, Jamcs G. Funskoshi znd Pfe. Charles M. Tskenaka., Many
parents of the 100th Irf. Bn. boys camc,

The committeec also wrotc a letter in April to Delegate Farring- .
Ton informing him:thcot our wounded AJA's at the New Army Dibble Hos-
pitel, Menlo Park, California werc not happy therec and asked him to
try to have thom transferrcd to Hawaii,

The grend affair of the ycar was a mocting sponsored by our
committee at McKinley High School auditorium on the night of Junc 1,
1944, Lt. Col. Ferraent L. Turncr who had returned from the Italian
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front spoke on the cxperiences of the 100th Ianf. Bn. to the boys'
parents and friends. The euditorium was filled to capacily.

The committee also sponsored meetings at Ewa, Waipahu, Walernas,
Wahiawa and Waialua so that the 100th Inf. Bn. boys's parents and
friends might hear Col. Turner.

In June Mr. Wallace Hirai and his friend, who are sliens, asked
the committee to forward their letters to General Richerdson, asking
him to grant their petition to enlist in the United States army.

The letters were forwarded to the general through Col. Fielder. Sub-
sequently these men were accepted into the army.

on the return of Capt. Jack Mizuha from the front, the committes
in cooperation with the Women's War Service Association sponsored a
reception for him on Aug. 12, 1944 at the Nuuanu YMCA. Many parente
end friends of the 100th Inf. Bn. boys were present.

Capt. Mizuha under the asuspices of the committee toured the
island, spesking before gatherings of parents and friends of the
goldiers of the 100th Inf. Bn.

A territorial conference of morale and emergency service com-
mittees wes held at Kehului, Meui on July 21-23, 1944, Delegates
¢rom Kauval, Oahu, Hewaii and Maul assembled to discuss the follow-
ing topies: Assistance to gervicemen and Theilr Families, Language
Schools, Employer-Employee Rclationships, Participation of the Japa-
nese Cormunity in Wor Activities, Removal of Alien Influences and
Practices, Developing Better Pcrsonal Relationships and Porticipatior
of AJA Leaders in Determining Policies and Trends in the Community.
The proceedings were published undcr the title: "MReport of the Sec-
ond Territorial GConference, Morale and Emergency Service Committees™.

In ordor to get information on veterans' aid in the various
states, the committee wrote to all the states snd received 32 re-
plics. The state bencfits were summarizcd by the territorial exccu-
tive secrctary and thc summary reports were sent to all the lecgisla-
tors and othcr community lcaders.

In November #300 from the welfare fund was lent to an ATA
soldier who nceded it to get merricd. Hc agrced to return the sum
within 6 months. Therc was no intcrest charge.

¢ The cormittec assisted by tho advisory committece and 7300

friends raiscd $19,541.00 for the ' Christmas and Welfare Fund and with
the contributions mrdc.from Kauei, Maul ond Hawaii Morale Committcos
scnt gifts as , follows: i

100th and 442N e eeesosssosssnssss $35000,00
Tort ShellinBeess ssvssenarvasenesins 750,00
1399th EngincorSeesesssosssscssssss 600:00
1536th EnginccrSecesescscsssssssnse 200,00
1525th EneincorSeeesesccissvsnsnas 200.00
Camp S}"";ilb:fo..--a--uu-----o-l.---- 250.00
Comp FanniN..secscososcossssvsvroce 250,00
Cail) HOOQaeeoosososcasonsscssnnnones 250,00
ol e e g o e Rl R PR R S i e R 200,00
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208th TNFANETY secessseasecssnssessh 600,00
Fort Benning; Geoi'@l@cecscrcsessen 25,00
Inbarpretors, POAciicrscsscennrence 50,00
Interpreters;, with Navyessaseooocs 100,00
Interpreterd; -ChiNBeseeeasscesccss 50.00
Interpreters, Burma, AP AR 50,00
Interpreters, Solpafeisesecerssccces 25.00
Interpreters, GuUeNl.sscesesccsvcnes 25.00

Another big event of the year was the Christmas day dinner at
Netsunoya for all the 100th Inf, Bn. boys back from the front.
About 125 boys attended, Many had not seen each other for several
months, so the cccasion was a happy reunion.

The final draft of thc necessary document for the Hawall Veob-
erans Memorial Fund was completed late in the year. The fund will
be incorporated and will receive monetary and real property gifts
to assist the voterans and their femilies.

A sucgestion came from the military authorities that we organize
Aericenization classes for paroled internees who are all AJA's.

These men had spent their young days in Japan, so had very little
contact with American culture.

The committee secured the assistance of Dr. Miles E. Cory, Mr.
Lorne Bcll and others and orgenized three classes. The classes
studied politics, democracy, frontier life of esrly America, Ameri-

can menners and customs. We feel that the course helped the men a
great deal.

On‘ July 1, in cooperation with the other island morale com-
mittees, we established the office of territorial executive secre-
tary, who devoted his full time on morale work,

Other activities of the committee included the following: the
distribution of service flapgs and attendance at memorial services,
fulfilling the requests of boys overseas to present memorial flowers
to the parcnts of AJA's who gave their lives in battle, ecreation of
a handbook deseribing the activities of the committee and distribu-
tion of samc, subscribing local ncwspapers for boys at Camp Shelby
and other camps and hospitals, assisted in the organization of the
Women's War Service' Association, donation of $600 to Camp Savage
for theater curtains, distribution of Cump Shelby album, distri--
bution to mainland lecaders of lcaflcts, titled Democracy at Work,
assisted next of kin of AJA soldiers in filling out blanks for
insurance and dependency alleotment.

Rospectfully submitted,

Stenley Miyamoto, secretary




Somewhere in-‘France
December 31, 1944-
Dear Masa:

" Your Christmas card with the kind note reached me just the other
day, reminding me again of home end the friends I left behind.

From your remarks, I gathered that the Emergency Committee is an-
Xlous to help those of us who ere in the service., It is fortunate
for those of us overseas that such committees as yours are commited
to this polley, for I em certain that many will need help in some form,

This war is far from being won, in thies theatre as well as in
the Pacific. Add to the already imposing roll of honor the many more
who will be killed or injured and you will get a faint impression of
the great challenge which confronts such service groups as yours. The
families of the deceased, the maimed and their dependents, and the
fortunate few who will return sound in mind and body - all will necd
help in the difficult days ahead.

And since you have asked for suggestions as to how your group
might be most helpful, I am taking the liborty of offecring a few
thoughts at random in the hope that they may serve to guide you in
your work,

To me, first and most important is the crcation of a working
Post-War Planning Committee, Its members ought to be community and
social leaders who know just how far the people in their rcspective
localities and * - in the Territory ere willing to go to help the
soldier and the alrcady roturncd veteran who will be able to present
the wants, the desircs, and tho aspirations of their fellow service=
men, ‘The job of this committce ought to be just what the name sug-
gests, formulating plans whercby the returning soldicr may best fit
into the post-war world, cconomically and socially, so that he may
make the greatest possible contribution to scecicty in general and
to himself in particuler.

It is teken for granted that the government end other groups
will do much for the discharged soldier, But, it must also be‘taken
for granted thet such aid will be institutionslized, arbitrary, and
impersonal. Soldiers of Japanese ancestry who have done so much to
make the future for all Americans, and those of Japanese descent
in particular, secure are entitled to more than that. They are en-
titled to the special consideration of their kind, so that even should
thgy be lost in the great shuffle among all returning veterans after
this war by larger agencies-'they shall not be forgotten by such as
yours, This much, at least, I feel, is owed us. For we have risked
life and limb time and time again that persons of Japanese extraction
may walk the streets in dignity and honor after this holocaust is over,

Take the hospitalization of the wounded, for an example, Our
men are entitled to more than a government dole., They are entitled
to a system of plamned recrecation and rehabilitation which supplements
the gov't program. They might even be entitled to special research
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along those specific lines most vital to most of them, in conjunction
witl government research of course, but which might not obtain witii
the maimed servicemen of other nationalities. ;
Take the matter of cmployment, for another cxample., Our soldiers
ere ontitled to a morc personal, humanc cmployment service, Our re-
turning soldier should rececive Individual, porsonal, fricndly aid In
sclocting jobs and in being placcd in the jobs of their choicoe. Too
cfton disintcrcosted government cicrks are morc prone to £it thoe in-
dividual into quotas and begging- jobs then in locating work to fit
the individual tclents. '

Now, all this may have givon you the imprcssion that the wounded
votoran and tho recturning soldicr cxpcets or domands spceial tront-
mont and considcration., He himsclf only asks thot he be given tho
samo oquel chonce with oll others, But, some onc must cid him in od=
‘usting himseclf to ¢ world which has chaonged sinco he has left--ana
“heot is whore your committcoc' comes in. Onc thought to kcop uppcrmost
in all your plenning, though, is that the average soldiecr wants t0
2ot as for oway as possible from regimentation and institutionelizcd
mcchanics.

Since the returning veterans are all combat soldiers who have
seen life and death in its most brutal forms--life indeed at times
has seemed to have been the most expendable article on the front
lines--you will find that they are not the same inexperienced, nailve
youth who left Hawaii to fight our country's enemies. Some will have
an alr of cockiness becsuse of the remarksble record of the Combat

Tean, and some will show aggressiveness beyond the call for 2 % VG
em afraid.

You who have not been through the “hell" of war must be broad-
minded and tolerant toward such attitudes, remembering that they
were developed at the risk of life for you at home, Be patient with
them; do not judge them too harshly or too quickly.

You might be interested to know that not so long ago, during
Declegate Farrington's visit to the Combat Team, I had the good for-
tune and the privilege of meetinz with him and discussing many topics.
He assured me that we from Haweii will be well taken care of on our
roturn and that our people are doing well there now., I sincerely
hope thet what he told mec was truc and that actual programs for help~
ing us have advenced beyond thc thinking, vlanning, esnd kindly in-
tentions stage.

Though, at present, tho war scems fer from ending, we are still
hopeful that 1945 will rcturn us to the Islands and that we shall
find your Committee and others prepared to welcome us in the truc
Hawaiian stylc.

‘Wishing you and yours the happiost and most successful Now Yens
over, my comrades join me¢ in thenking you and your Committeec for
your interest in us.

Aloha,
/s/ Joe




