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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII UNDER WAR CONDITIONS

Introduction

Hawaii, whatever else it may have been -- tourist center, plan-
tation frontier, or stopping point on the main street of the world -- is
now chiefly a fortress. Inevitably, the officers in charge would prefer
to have with them in the fortress only those who are qualified members of
the armed forces. Most objectionable as residents of the fortress are
naturally those who are presumed to be related to or sympathetic with the
enemy. Thus simply may be stated the most significent facts which underlie
the problem created for any by the Japancse in Hawaii during the present
wars.

There is no need to rehearse the faets as to the prime significanece

of Hawaii as America's militery outpost in the Pacific. Both civilians

and military had come to conceive of Pearl Harbor as America's chief pro-
tection from the west--=2 trust which the attack of December 7th did not
seriously threaten and which has since been largely vindicated by months

of arduous l=baor. To most Americans, Hawali now represents the greatest
concentration of armed strength for the United Nations in the Pacific =2nd
their chief interest in the Islands relates to the maintenance of that
strength at its 2bsolute maximum.

The current popularity of articles describing Hawaii's Japanese
population undoubtedly stems largely from the widespread concern for their
possible threst to the military effectiveness of the Islands. At le=st
one of these popular tre~tises on "Hawaii's 150,000 Jap=nese™ in a journal
of liberal tendencies cle=rly implies thzt to permit them free residence
in the Islands during war time is to risk unnecessarily "the internal
stability of (America's) groa}est base in the Pacific--the anchor of the
whole Pscific battle line."(L

A single resident whose loy=lty and devotion is open to question
mey constitute too serious =2 risk in = region of such high strategic value.
The military strength of the Islsnds would obviously be greatly enhanced
if it were poussible to remove entirely all who do not contribute directly
to i1he defense progreame The reduction by perhaps 300,000 of the pre-war
civilien popul=ation of Hewaii, including the 160,000 persons of Japanese
birth and ancestry, would eliminate to & meximum the danger of sabotage
and the cost of military proteetion and of economic imports. The military
governor has repeatedly urged that all civilians not engaged in neccessary
defense work should lesve the Islands, not only for their own s=fety, but
as a meens of conserving valuzble shipping space =cross the Pacific. This
appeal has been directed porticularly to Occidentals having kinship and
gconomic connections in continental United States.

(1)

Albert Horlings, "Hewnmii's 150,000 Japanese,® Thc Nation, July 25,
1942, pe. 69.




The Japenese residents of Hawaii, by virtue of their kinship and
physic=al affinity to the enemy, their large numbers in the civilian
population, and their presumed resistance to =2ssimil=tion, have been the
special objects of suspicion and distrust by both civilians and military.
Rumor and myth pley th'ir inevitable psrt in bullding the attitudes and
dispositions which alienate this important bloc from the rest of the Hawaiian
rommunity; even the deeply implanted tradition of racial tolerance in
Hawaii has not sufficed to guarantee to every individual the consideration
on the basis of personal merit and character which we ordinarily identify
with American democracy. On the other hand, it seems apparent that the
policy observed by the civil and military authorities in the treatment of
Japanese in Hewaii represents a closer aspproximation to the conventionsal
ceanons of Americen democracy than was evidently possible on the west coast
of the United States.

The subsequent prsges will be devoted to = review of the more
pertinent facts of Japanese experience in Hawaii since the war in so far
as they c2n be ascertained under present conditions, and an analysis and
interpretation of these frets in the light of such loczl and intrusive
principles of social relationships as appear to give meaning to the situa-
t ion. I t will be impossible to cover all ph2zses of the problem in the
present study owing to limitation of space. Special attention will be
directed instead to the factors affecting the participation of the Japanese
in the life of wartime Hawaii, reserving for l=ater publication other as-
pects of their experience.

II. THE PREWAR SITUATION

The introduction and subsequent experience of the Japenese in
Hawaiil has been intimetely associ-ted with the history of the sugar industry
in the Islands. The group of 148 Japancse who arrived in Hawaii in 1868,
shortly after the Meijl Restoration, snd thus initiated the modern emigra-
tion from Japan into colonial regions, were recruited by agents in search
of labor for the expanding Hawaiian plantation interests. It was not,
however, until 1884 thet arrangements were completed by the Hawaiian govern~-
ment (acting in behalf of the sugar industry) for the systematic imports-
tion of Japsnese on any large scale. During the following 23 years,
Hewaii received the l-rgest single body of workers that Japan sent to any
foreign lsnd. It is estim=ated that 180,000 Japrnese l=borers and their
rel=tives h=ave migrated to Hawaii since 1884 and they, together with their
children, have bulked larger in the Hawaiian pupulation than any other
ethnic group within the Islands. The overwhelming majority of the Jap=anese
immigrants have spent their first few years of life in Hewaii on & suger
plantation and most of their Hawaiian-born children have lived for sume
years in the plantation environment.




Table I. Japenese Population of the Territory of Hawaii, 1890-1940

Year Total Number Foreign Born ;%%agggé'gé‘
Number Per Cent Total Population

1890 12,610 14.0
1896 24,407 22,329 91.5 22.4
1900 61,111 56,234 92.A 39.7
1919 79,675 59,786 75.0 41.5
1920 109, 274 60,666 55.5 42,7
1930 139,631 48,446 34,7 37.9
1940 157,905 37,353 23,5 37.2
1941% 159,534 35,183 22.0 34,2

*(Estimete, June 30, 1941, Bureau of Vital Statistics.)

It was inevitable thet =any distinective group which appeared in
such lerge numbers in a regiovn of so limited a size should draw to itself
the marked attentiun, if not the eriticism, of the uther groups within the
territory, and even the plantation spensors of the Japonese immigration
began to be alarmed in the nineties ~t the pruspeet of their being over-
run by the "Oriental horde.® At this early date, the adverse sent iment
toward the Japenese was nut sc much = c.nsequence of the econumic competi-
tion provided by the neweomers as it was an cxpression of fear of the
biclogical and culturasl conquest of the Islends by a strange population.

Following =annex=ticn, when nearly 119,000 Japanese immigrants
were added to the population of Hawaii within a period of ten years (1898-
1907}, anti-Japenese sentiment reached its highest level of intensity.
This was occasioned in cunsiderable part by the increasing movement of
Japanese from plantation labor into the skilled and semi-skilled occupations
in the cities and towns. Even the conservative reports by the U.S.
Department of Labor in 1905 reveal =an unusual depth of hostility toward
the Jepanese who had by this time secured a strong foothold in such fields
as carpentry, plumbing, tailoring, berbering, retail trade, fishing, angd
incdependent frrming:

Bnbarrassing as it has become in meny w=ys for the
planters, the Orientalization of the Islancs is reacting still more
disastrously on the white and n-tive wage-earners, merchents, snd
even farmers, than it i8 on the planters «..... The first effect of
the incouming cf the Asistics was the trking over of unskilled labor
of every surt, but the ecompetition has now extended until it hes
become active in nearly every line of trade ané in nearly all the
skilled ocecup=tions. Most of the cumpetitiun in the skilled
trades comes from the Japanese, and it is insisted everywhere through=-
out the Islends that this cumpetition is growing rapidlyecs..
It is not easy to zive an adequrte icdea of the resentment and the
bitterness felt by the white mechanio and the white merchant who
see themselves being steacily foreed tu the w?%} and even driven
vut of the Territury, by Asisatic cumpetition.

(2

)Third Report of the United States Coummi ssioner of Labor on Hawaii, 19AS,
pp. 3BZ, 392,




The cessatiun of further immigraticn and the departure to con-
tinental United Steotes of a considerable mumber of both the Japrnese and
Caucasian competitors @id much to 2lleviate the tension of this period,
but the attituces thus prcevoked have remained latent in the commnity.
Plantation strikes in 1909, 1920, and 1924, and certain other dramstic
inciCents in Hawaii's sucial history, such as the langu=ge school contruversy
of 1922-24 anc the Statehcod hearings of 1933 and 1937, served to touch
off sttituces of hustility which hnd remained dormant under nurmal cir-
cumstances.

Econumic Status

More than most plantation frontiers, however, Hawaii has afforded
its immigrant population the opportunity to rise in social and economic
status, and the Japanese have been no exeeption to this general trend. The
Japanese in Hawaii have clearly surpassed their cousins in continental
United States in the struggle for occupational preferment. Despite race
prejudice and vested interests, conditions of free competition prevail-
ing in Hawaii hrve enabled Japrnese to establish themselves in 211 of the
major professions--law, medicine, dentistry, teaching, =nd the ministry.(s)
Fifteen per cent of the Japenese gainfully employed in 1940 wer? %n pre-
ferred professionnl and proprietary and managerial occupations. 4

A peculiar element in the Hawaiian soci=l scene as comp~red with
most plantation frontiers is the continued emphasis upon democracy in
social relations, coupled with cultural =nd educational freedom. ThHe
newspaper and the public school as symbols of the American tradition of
free speech and a common education are sccessible to every immigrant and
his children, and the Jap=nese have extensively utilized thesc two medi= of
understanding and participation in a camon cultursl 1ife. In 1940, ~pproxi-
m~tely 65% of the American citizens of Japanese ancestry over the age of
25 had completed eight or more years of school and only 8% had less than
four years of American educstioni(d) Similarly, the ballot, symbol of the
equality of every citizen in the processes of self-government, was avail-
able in 1940 to some 40,000 of the Japanese born on American soil.

The freedom to participate in the common affairs of political and
cultural experience, as guaranteed by the Americen tradition of demoeracy,
appears commonly tc be assuciated with the obverse freedam to perpetuate
peculiar old-country customs and institutions, insofar as they do not inter-
fere with the welfare of the commonwealthe The Japsmese in Hewaii, for
example, were allowed and ot times were even encouraged to pursue habits of

(3)Cf. AoWw. Lind, An Isl-and Community, Dp. 245-74,
(4)Sixteenth Census of the United St=otes, Serieg P-9, No. 8,
(5)Sixteenth Census of the United States, Series P-9, Nu. 9.




speech, thought, =~nd concuct which h=d becn ~cquired in Japan. The Jap-nese
langusge has been the =ccepted medium of communication within the first gener-
ation Jap=anese home; and its perpetusation into the second and third generation
was fostered through the langu-~ge school, which as recently es 1940 commanded
somec time e~ch aschool-day in the lives of 80% of thc Japsznese chiliren

of school age. Newspapers published in the Japanese langusge with =n
aggregate circulation of over 30,0C0 daily in 1941 provicded an =2lmost

complete covernge of the alien populntion (25,183 in June, 1941) and were
accessible to =2 large portion of the adult ecitizen populationi Daily

racdio broadecasts of varying length in the Jezprnese language were provided

by esch of the three major st~tions in Haweii prior to the war. News
dispatches emenating from Japen, together with classicsl ané popular Jepan-
ese music, constitutec the bulk of the noncommercial portions of these pro-
grems which likewise h=¢ e=lmost 2 complete cover=ze of Jzapanese householrs

in the territory. Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples of Japsnese origzin

anc ideology had = very large following, especielly amons the first gencra-
tion prior to the war, =n¢ ~lmost every immigrant household hnad both its
Butsuden (Budcha shelf) an¢ its Kemicena (Shinto shelf) where dnily ritu=ls
were performed.

This is not the plsce to Ciscuss the ag;regete effect of these
various influences upon the Jeprsnesec popul=tion. It is safe to s=y, how-
ever, that the above-mentioned institutions were primerily supported by and
effective among the immizrent Jap-nese. With the p2ssing of the foreizn-
born Japsnese, three-fourths of whom were over the age of 45 in 1940, the
J2panese lansu=ge and idology were ;sraduslly falling into disuse under the
impret of Americenizing forces in the wicer Hawmiiesn community.

Many observers of the Hawaiien socinl sccne hnve been impressed,
nevertheless, by the =ppnrent slowness with which the Americanization of the
Jepenese commuuity in Hewaii hes proceeced. It is pointed out that more
than any other ®"racial" sroup in Howaii, the Japanese heve preferred to marry
within their own zroup. As recently ns 1940 =nd 1941, 10.8% of the Japan~
ese brides and 95.5% of the Jap~nese grooms found spouses of their own ethnie
sncestry. The use of the l=onzunge press and the languaze school, while
steadily Ceclining year by year, was nonetheless hizher than in any other
ethnic zroup. The f4acts that the Joprnese constituted the l-rgest single
reeial zroup in the Islands, thot their immijrents were prevented by low
from becomins citizens, th-t they were frequently encours=zed to retain their
ancestrel institutions as » me=ns of maintaining order amon; them, are
doubtless =amon; the frctors which have cCel~yed this nssimilation of the Jap-
anese; but they have not, of course, removed the beses of precjucdice toward
the Jepanese.

Japnonese FPopul stion Groups

Moreover, it would be inaccurstc to ~ttribute the olc-country cus-
tams anc practices to the entire population of Japancse heritaze. The com=
mon ¢istinction between Issei ("first jeneration® - those born in Japan) =nd
Nisei ("second zencration® - those born in Americs) suzgests a third equslly
important--the Kibei ("returncd to America® - those borh in A merics but elu=
cated in Jepen)s It seems epprrent th~t amonz the latter there sre some who
heve been incoctrinated with the exmzzerated conception of the Japonese =8 =
roce of d¢emizods destined to be the new lords of =11 creation. Some of them
heve been ?isappointed ancd embittered upon their return to Hewaii because
their exalted conceptions h-ve not been shnred, even by their own relatives,
The srest majority of the Isseci were of the pe=asant e¢l=ss &n? had come to
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Hawaii for the sdle purpose of making a livelihood for themselves and their
families. In the course of the 35 years in which the average immigrant

has been engaged in this process, the enthusiasm for Yamato Demashii has
greatly w=ned =nd a sentimental attachment to Hawaii as the n=ative land of
their children has taken its place. This is especially true if the immi-
grant has had the opportunity to return at least once to his hume land to
discover how much more fortunate he hzs been than his kinsfolk who remained
behind in the Japznese village. The relatively small proportion of the
educated and prufessional classes--language school teachers, priests, mer-
chants, doctors--who have come to Hawail has unquestionably included 2 number
who heve been thoroushly schooled in the fanatical chauvinism of Nippon
Shuzi ané heve utilized their residence in Hawail as a meens of advancing
the cause of Japanese nationalism. Still further distinctions are made
within the immigzrant Japasnese community between the outcaste eta and the
marginal QOkinawa families and the rest of the Japanese. Class distinctions
also play a role amonz the second generation.

The Nisei of Hawaii, by virtue of the treatment accorded them in
the public schools, in incustry, and in the community generally, have doubtless
identified themselves more completely with the rest of the local American
community than heve their Nisei relstives in Celifornia, and it is safe to
say that their primary orlentation was Hawaiian and fmerican.

To the defense workers attracted in large numbers to the Islands
from continental United States in recent years and to the military popu-
lation, the picture presented by the Jansnese group was distinctly not
reassuring. The presence of 160,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, all of
whom looked very much z2like to the newcomer and were renuted to be re-
ligiously loyal to the institutions and ideals of Japan, could hardly be

expected to be comforting to the average malihini (a stranzer, a non-resident;
a transient, as opnosed to 2 kemaaina or islander)s Scepticism with regard
to the feasibility of the democratic experiment in Hawaii, especi=lly as
applied to the Japanese population; was widely felt, if not upenly ex-
pressed; by many visitors and even some residents of long standinge  Under
the stress of feeling evoked by the sensational Kaahawai case in 1931, a
prominent malihini expressed himself as fullows}

If these islancs were populated, as are the States of
our Union, by American citizens, comprised in large measure of the
Caucasian race, their allegiance and loyalty to the welfare of the
whole Nation mizht not be questioned. But the fnct of seversl
claimed unassimilable races predominating in the civil population gives
to the situation here a cecided element of doubt, if not of actual
alarMe «es

The large number of aliens in the Hewaiian Islands is =
matter of grave concern to our Natiovnal Government, and years of study
by eivilian, military, and naval authorities, of the prubzble attitude
of certain of the island-born orientals has led to the conclusion
that but coubtful reliance can be placed upon their loyalty to the
United States in the event of war with an oriental power. The pres-
ence of orientel-lsnsuage newspapers, of Buddhist temples, of oriental
schools, of oriental organizations for various purposes, are indicative
of the methcds by which many of the island-born orientals are being
educated to consicder themselves nrimarily subordin-te to the country
of their racial origin, ‘and tends to lessen to a consider=ble de-
gree the so-called ties that might bind them to America,

= -




Furthermore, racial feelings are strong esmongst all oriental
races, and their can be 1little doubt but that the su-called dominant
white race is cordially disliked by practically all of these races. (8)

It is significant, however, that local sentiment, exnressive in
part of the American tradition of toleration and freedom, has cunsistently
frowned upon diserimination on purely racial lines.

"Th? race mores of Hawaii are, or tend to be mores of race
equality." 2 80 strong has this Island ritual of racisl equality--
sometimes confused with the loecal "Aloha=-spirit"--been that few public
avowals of a contrary attitude have occurred, at lemst prior to the out-
bresk of the present wari

ITI. DECEMBEZR SEVENTH AND THE JAPANESE

The essential peacefulness and charm of the Hawaiian landscape on
the morninz of December 7th was probzbly =as impressive to the average
individuel of Japanese 2ncestry as it was to all the other residents of the
Islanc s. The announcement interjected in & Sunday morning broadeast of
sacred music that "Oshu is under attack" seemed quite as fantastic and in-
credible to most Japanese in Hawaii as it did to the haoles (persons
of North Euruvpean or Americsn ancestry) or the Hawaiians, The initial
reaction of the overwhelming majority of all Island residents, regardless
of racial ancestry or class, on December 7 was that "it can't happen
here®™; and the ensuing sense of anger, dismey, and horror was well-nigh
universal amongz the civilian population.

It was tc be expected that some of the revulsion and anger of the
entire community at the events which took place in Hawaii on the morning
of the seventh should be directed toward those residents of the Islands who
bore the visible and ineffaceable marks of kinship with the treacherous
enemy. That no seriocus instances of mob attack upon Japanese residert s of
Hawaii occurred on the seventh or thereafter is evidence of the effectiveness
of prewar interracial solidarity, as well as of the military and police con=-
trols imposed. There were expressions of deen resentment but they were
surprisingly few in number as compared with the expectations of many ob-
servers who were not familiar with the Islanc codes of conducte. A
student observer reports with some distress the following case of deviation
from Island mores:

There was 2 small zroup of men and wamen gathered near the

school (which had been bombed), each trying to tell the other

of his experience and what he thought of the "Jans." Some of the
individuals were "mac,?¥ some were frustrated and excited, and one
or two were distressed but seemed to see the situation objectively.
There was one person who was especially upset emotionally. From
her conversation one could note that she hated and despised the
Japs more then the cthers in the graup. I had the impression that

- P
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( )Quoted in Seth Richardsun, Law Enforcement in Hawaii, p. 198.

(?)Ramanzo Adams, "The Dnorthodox Race Doctrines in Hawaii® in Race and
Culture Contacts.




she was 2~ wife of a service man or a malihini from the mainland
whuse ideas and conceptions of the Japanese were stereotyped.

While this group was absorbed in conversation, an cld Janenese
woman in kimonoc was nassing by. The cloc-cluc of her "zetta"
attracted the attention of the group. As soon as the malihini
woman saw this kimone-clad woman, she became furious and yelled,
"Take that damn thing off!"™ and rushed to her and began to tear

off the "tamoto™ (sleeves) from the poor wamen's kimono before
anyone coulé stop her, Realizing what she mizht do tc the wman,
the other members tried to stop her with words, but failing in this
they grabbed and controlled her and sent the terrified Japanese
woman homees

Instances of a2 similar sort, particularly on the Island of Oszhu,
were sufficiently frequent to provide adequate grounds of uneasiness among
the Japanese. Defense workers were ordered off the projeect at the point of
a bayonet; medical attendants were prevented from doing their duties because
they were of Japanese ancestry; trained civiliens who responded to reque sts
for guardsmen were refused posts while wholly inexperienced non-Japanese
were eccepted; maids who had ziven fzithful service were summerily discharzed,
"These unfortunate experiences, by no means confined to the Japanese and
doubtless inevitable incidents of the war situ=ticn, have appeared to the
second generation Japanese to be primarily directed at them. (8

Reports of such cases of discrimination and overt attack as did
occur were widely circulated and enlarged upon within the Jananese camps and
neighborhoodse. Immediately after the blitz, there was a noticeable with-
drawal of Japanese women 2nd girls fram their positions as cdomestic servents
in non-Japanese homes, and Japanese employees in commercial enterprises
simply refrained fruam cuming to work. hs one Nisei leacder exnressed it,
"My mind tells me to cet to work as I never warked before, but my sense of
shame and fear impels me to »ull in my head like a turtle. I hate tu
show my face in the cummunity.® For meny this sense of humiliation and
fear was so acute that they would not even leave their homes to secure
necessary supplies of food,

The effect, of course, of such behavior on the part of the Jonanese
was to widen the rift between them and the remainder of the community. The
failure of servants to amear for work in the home of their haole employers
on the morning of the eighth of December was frequently interpreted as an
evidence of a guilty conscience or of sume sinister desizn. There were,
on the other hand, mure numercus instances of Jan@nese servants, partiailarly
in the humes of kamaaina residents who remained on in service, trusting in
the understancding of their employers and bein: trusted in turn.

Rumors of disloyal behavior among the Japare se were widely dis-
seminated in Honolulu ancd elsewhere in the Territory on the seventh and for
same time thereafter. The success of the Japanese attack--the accuracy of
their knowledge of our military lccations and the speed and secrecy with
which the attack was mace--all sugzested the participation of an enemy
within, and who more likely tham the resident Japanese? They were accused
of cutting arrows in cene fields to point the way of Japanese pilots to

(8) Report to the Director of Public Morale “ection, Territorial Office
of Civilian Defense, December 19, 1941l.
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military objectives, of sending messages to the enemy by signal lights, of
poisoning the drinkin: water, of deliberately blocking traffic tu prevent
defense operations; these and many other rumored acts of disloyalty and
sabotaze were believed by many of the Island residents, inclucing heoles of
long residence in Hawaii and even sume persons of Japanese ancestry, tc be
the work of Japanese Tesidents.

No Sabotage

This is not the place to explore in Cet=2il the extent of Japanese
culpability in the unfortunate events of December 7. The few official
statements which hsave appeared since Jamuary 1, 1942, tend to exonerste the
local residents of charges of sabutage prior to or after December 7. The
Polan Report on the "Evacurtion of Enemy Aliens fraum Prohibited Military
Zones"™ »ublished in May 1942 is undoubtedly the best sinzgle source of informa-
tion on the subject, and the followinz excerpts bearing om the situation in.
Hawaii are quoted:

*The Var Department has received no information of sabotage
committed by Jananese curing the attack on Pearl Harbor."  Henry
L. Stimson, Secretary of War, March 30, 1942,

"There was very little, if eny, sabutaze by the Jznsnese resicents of
Oshu during the attack on Pearl Harbor. There wes considerable amount
of evidence of subversive activity on the part of the Japanese mrior
to the attack. This consisted of nroviding the enemy with the must
exact possible kind of information as an aid to them in locatin; their
objectives, 2and also creatinz a great cdeal of confusion in the air
followinz the attack by the use of racdic sets which successfully pre-
vented the commander in chief of the fleet from determininz in what
direction the attackers had withdérawn ané in locatinz the position of
the coverins fleet inelucdinz the carriers,

"However, during the =ctual attack, as I said above, there was little

to cumslain of in the way of sabutaze, either before or during the
attack. Personally, I am gravely concerned =sbout the situation in

Ozhu ancd have been urzing repeatedly the removal of the Janenese element,
if not tou the mainland, to one of the other islands in the Hawaiian
groun, as a measure uf safety. Since the primary resnhonsibility of
this rests on the Army, my efforts in this discussiun are limited to
recommendation.™  Frank Kn.x, Secretary of the Navy, March 24, 1942,

"Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigzation,
has advised me there was no sabotaze committed there (in Hawaii) »nrior
to December 7, on December 7, or subsequent to that time." James

Rowe, Jr., Assistant to the atturney General, April 20, 1942,

"The affidavits we sené are fram civilians and prubably cover the entire
city and county of Ac¢nolulu....These show there was no sabotage in the
nature of cuttinz marks in the cane pointing the way to Pearl Harhor

an¢ also shows there was no blocking of rosdways in their vicinity."
R.A§ Vitousek, Ch=irmen, Citizens Cuuncil, Honolulu, April 10, 1942,

A more extensive statement by the lieutenant of the Honululu Police
Depzrtment in charpe of espionsge investication and liaison officer with
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the office of military intelligence and the F.B.I. reveals:

That all investigated cases of flares were found to have originated
from Army encampments; that investigation of reported signal lights
disclosed that they resulted fram careflessness of persons other than
those of Japanese ancestry; that every case of sniping investigated
failed to substentiate the claim of sniping; investigation of reported
perachute troops showed that the reports were unfounded; that to

date no unsuthorized short-wave sending set has been found; that re-
ports of collections of arms and ammunition in the possession of persons
of Japanese ancestry hove been investig-ted and found false exce t

in one instance where 2 junk desler of Jap=ncse ancestry was found to
have buried some 10,000 rounds of .22 smmunition and investigation

of this case disclosed that mercenary reasons and fear prompted the
action; that investigstion has disclosed no evidence of plans for
concerted or group mAction among persons of Ja2p=anese ancestry ag=inst
the United States.

That both before and since the outbreak of war he has been assisted
in his duties by persons of Japaznese ancestry, both citizen and
alien, who h=ve reported to him persons of Japanese =ncestry, whose
sttitude is inimical to the United St=tes and persons of Jap2nese
sncestry an investigation of whose =activities might diselosc sub-
versive sctivities; that reports of disaffection for the United
Stetes on the part of persons of Jezpanese =2ncestry have in some in-
stences been =uthenticated and the persons reported detained.

That in the course of his duties since December 7 he has also =ssisted
in directing general searches made by officers of the various intel-
ligenee =agsncies in the msny locales in the city in which there is =
concentration of citizens =nd 2liens of Japanese ancestry: that said
searches in such districts werec complete and therough; th=t by wey of
illustration in onc such search 132 men working on =2n B-hour basis
particip~ted; that these searches did not result in findings which
woulé indicate the presence of any plots for an uprising or concerted
action for Japasn on the pasrt of residents on Qahu of Japanese an-
cestry, nor c¢id s=2id search result in the discovery of guns, except
in iscleted instances;y or any guantity of contraband materials, ex-
cept in the cne instance heretufore referred to.

Reaction of Japancse

It is, of cuurse, impossible to generalize on the psyechclogical
reactiuns of the 169,000 Japanese in Hawsii to the news of the Pearl Harbor
attack. Unquestionsbly sume hailed the report with real, if concealed,
satisfaction--just huw many, not even the lists of thuse immediately
det=ined by the lucal police and the arms of the feder2al gcvernment are
likely to reveals Scattered incicents, such as the ¢ne un the Islané of
Niih=su where a Japanese alien resident gave =ssistonce on December 7 o a
lended enemy pilot in =n effort to capture the islané for Japen, led many
nun=Jepenese to assume thot =11l perscns of Jepanese ancestry or birth
were Cisloyzl tu the United St=ates. Similarly the c=se of an inebri=ted
Nisei on the Island of Keual, who toléd a group of solcdiers on a later occasion
thet they were fighting un the wrung sice ané that "the United St=tes Army
is nu good And cdemuerzey is no guoc,® brought widespreal censure upon the




entire JaFanese community as revealing the true state of their unrestrained
feelings, \9) Grammar schoul chiléren of Japanese pzrentage, particularly
in the younger years, sometimecs expressed sentiments sympathetic to Japan
and this was interpreted =s reflecting the attitucdes within the Japam se
homes of the Territory.

The far larger portion of the Japanese population--both first and
secunC generation--were tco completely appslled by the turn of events on the
seventh to give any public expression of their sttituces. It is probable
that meny of the Issei were turn between sentimental attachments to the land
of their birth and of their ancestors and a sense of duty and obligation to
the land which had given a livelihood and opportunity toc them and their
chilcren. By one uf the curicus accidents of the war, there were more
J=panese civilians killed by the bombs which fell on =2nd around Honclulu on
December 7 than persuns of other ancestry, and the abstract devotion to
Javan of many of the older generation, particularly on the island of Osahu,
was shattered by the brut-l treatment they were themselves accoried by the
land of their birth,. "To think that Japan could treat us so unkindly,"
was the neive way in which meany subsequently expressed their feelings of
the situation.

Expressions by older school chilcéren and by such members of the
secund generation generally who have been vucal sinee the seventh, reveal
2n overwhelming devotion to Ameriéa ané resentment toward the "enemy."

A proper and wholesume scenticism of patriotic protestations among those who
are frequently suspected of being unpatriotie, still leaves little gmund
for doubt as tou the sincerity and honesty of many of the snontaneous exnres-
sions recorded after the seventh. A girl of twenty relztes:

When word came over the racio that this island was being attacked

by Japenese airplesnes; a sense of shame and indignation arose in me.

I told my folks that the Japanese were rats for attacking us when Janan
anc the United States were in the micst of peace nezotiations, )
laugheé bitterly and wondered whether the two gentlemen in Washington
frum Japan could be eruuching under their bedsii..sEven the hatred for
Janan which came so suddenly and left a deep mark might never have been
if I were not aware of the critical position in which 211 my fellow
resicents were nuw placec. Where formerly I would heve been highly
incensed at critie=l remarks touward me as =a Japanese~-such as when a
little Filipinc zirl damned me for being a “Japanese--so damn greedy
hog"-=I was now more philosuphical and accented such things as
inevitable.

I knew that what was happeninz to me was not happening to me along.

My plight was the Dlight of many, meny people, ané if I lost anything,
so ¢i¢ others, anc what I experienced =28 a "h-teful Jap® was 21so being
experienced by other citizens of Japenese ancestry.

Chilcren of 14 to 16 years in one of the most thoroughly Japane se
of the rural communities in Hawaii, in whom the influence of the home situa-
tions was still markedly evident, expressed themselves in similar sentiments.,

I hate tc think =bout December 7, how shucked I was ovel the Jananese
attack on Pearl Harbor, I ¢ién't know my ancestral oeuple were so
ruthless. At first I couldn't believe it, thousht it was only =

(g)HJnululu Star Bulletin, Ausust 18, 1942.
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radio nlay.....I told my parents and they laughed ot me, They told
me "Don't be a fuol. Japan won't start anything foolish like that,
esnecially to a country like America.™ Who could dream that Janan
would sttack a place where so meny of her subjects lived?

In numeroud cases the children refused at first to believe that the enemy
could be Japan, nreferring to think that it must be Germany or Italy. One
young man reported:

I would tell my father that his ancestors were the cause of this war,
He zave me 2 quick reply, "I have lived in America 41 years of my life
and am an American as the best in America could mzke me. Why blame me
for these things over which I have no control? I felt ashamed of
myself for saying such 2 thinge Althouzh he is an alien, his heart is
with America as far as we can see.

On the other hand, several youngsters reported "rumors®™ from aliens to the
effect that:

Hewaii would fall into the hands of the enemy within a month--that Janan
was invincible; that American suldiers were afraié and didn't have the
courage to fight back, which mace me so angry that I told seversl of
them where to get off and if they don't appreciate the government which
gave them a home and protection and their children an education they

are worthless like a rat.

IVe THE JAPANESE UNDER MARTIAL LAW

The announcement over the radioc by the civil governor late on the
morning of December 7 of a stete of martiel law came to the listening Jap-
anesey as it ¢id to many other resicents of Hawaii; almost as a note of Foume
The transfer to the commanding general of the eivil rishts which Hawaii has
so jealously guarded for its residents ever since annexaticn, seemed particu-
lerly ominous to many of the thoughtful Nisei in Hawaii. As one twenty-
five year old citizen of Japanese ancestry expressed it,

The agitated voice of the zovernor dedlaring a state of martial law
almost made me weep and then the awful silence when the racio went off
the air shortly afterwards seemed like death itself. I zot to think-
ing, "Now with the Army and Navy in charze here with their prejudiced
attitudes toward the Jansnese, we will surely =all be deported to
Molokail or perhaps to a mainlané concentration camp. We must least
exnect some pretty rouzh treatment.

That the doleful expectatiuns of many Island Japsnese h=ve not been realized
is 2 fretor of major significance in stabilizinz the eritic2l sueizl and
racial situ=tion in Hawaii.

Amonz the first prunouncements tc the people of Hawaii after the
f=teful seventh was a2 radio adéress by Lts Col. Kendall 7. Fielder, Military
Intellizence Depertment, spesking as a representative of the Military
Governory General Short, in which there was a large element of reassurance
to the loyal resicdents of Japanesc ancestry?
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Your behavior and snirit under fire hove confurmed to the hest
traditions of a free neople. Your morale has heen snlendid. Your
cocperation with the military and cother officials on matters of vitel
importance to the cdefense of these Islands has been 2s mizht be exoecte”
of citizens of a democratic country. General Short is vleased with
your conducte '

Remember that each and every ome of you has a duty to perform. Con-

tinue to assist the authorities but do not let your eagerness to help
lead you to teke the law into your own hands. Those who in their zeal
do so are actually a hindrance to those who are charged with the re-
sponsibility of law and order and with the security of these Islands.
You may rest assured that the constituted suthorities will handle sub-
versive and unlawful slements swiftly, adequately and fairly. A mumber
of enemy agents have been apprehended and detained. Many others have
been apprehended on suspicion but most of them were found to be inno-
cent and were released. There is no desire on the part of the author-
ities to organize mass concentration camps.

It is important for you to be alert but you must beware of unfounded
rumors and fantestic flights of your imagination. Cheek carefully the
authenticity and accuracy of rumors you msy hear,

Let me again commend you for your splendid behavior in this eritical
situation. Continue to pull together; maintain that spirit of unity
with which you have met the first test. The loyal citizens of all
racial encestries must work and fight together to the end. Your
armed forces can operate effectively and successfully only when we are
not hampered by & citizenry that is divided and discordant.

Twelve days leter an address by the Commanding General, Lt,
General Delos C. Emmons, which was widely broadcast throughout the Islands,
gave public approval to the traditional pattern of friendly relations between
the various ethnic groups in the Territory. This address did much to allay
the fears of the Japanese residents that they were to be the scapegoats for
the accumulated resentment of the rest &6f the communi ty. On the other hand,
it offered no grounds for expectation of indulgence by those who were dis-
loyal.

Hewaii has always been an American outpost of friendliness and good-
will and now has calmly accepted its responsibility as an American
outpost of war, In accepting these responsibilities it is important
that Hawail prove that her traditional confidence in her cosmopolitan
population has not been misplaced.

There must not be indiscriminate displacement of labor. In this con=
nection, it has come to our attention that meny people have been dis-
missed from private employment because of fear and suspicion on the part

(10) For some months prior to the war, efforts had been m=de by the militesry
authorities to strengthen the sense of American solidarity among all the
racial groups in Hawaii and to assure them of equal and just treatment
in the event of war.
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of their employers. I wish to emphasize the fact that if the courage
of the people of these islands is to be maintained and the mor=le of the
entire population sustained, we esnnot afford to unnecessarily and in-
diseriminately keep a number of loyal workers from useful employment.
Let me suggest to you thet if there is any doubt concerning eny
individuel who may be employed by you at this time, that you check with
the constituted authorities befoure taking action.

As you were told a few days =go, there have been very few cases cof
actual sszbotage. This does not mean that you can relax. Both the
constituted authourities and the public in genersl must continue to be
alert against possible saboteurs. But remember that vigilance requires
calmness 2s well as determinat ion.

. Additional investigations and anprehensions -will be made and possibly
additional suspects will be placed in custodial detention, but their
friends and relatives need heve no fear that they are being mistreated.
These people are not prisuvners of war and will not be treated =s such.
I intend, very shcrtly, to permit an inspection of detained 4 iens
to be made by repnresentative citizens apd aliens in order that the
public may be reassured a2s to the treatment those detained are receiv-
ing. As you have been told before there is nu intentiun or desire on
the part of the federal =suthorities to operate mass concentration
campSe N¢ person, be he citizen or alien, need worry, provided he is
not connected with subversive elements.

In connection with the conduct of the public 2s a whole it is worthy
of note that despite the great activity during the past two weeks,
arrests for all causes number less than 2t any time in Honolulu's

hi StOITo

While we have been subjected to 2 seriocus attack by a ruthless and
treacherous enemy, we must rcmember that this is America and we must do
things the american Way. We must distinguish between loyalty and dis-
loyalty among our people. Scmetimes this is difficult to do, especially
under the stress of war, However, we must not knowingly and del iber-
ately deny any loyal citizen the opportunity to exercise or demon-

strate his loyalty in & cuncrete waye

The statement to the imerican commonwealth at about the seme time
by President Roosevelt assuring just treatment to all rcgardless of race
doubtless helped further to build the morale of the Isl=and Nisei.

These reassuring public statements fram high ranking officisls
of the nation and the military in Hawaii, together with the equal treatment
accorded Japanese in the distribution of gas masks, the rationing of food and
gascline, ané in uther regulations imposed by the military g0oVernor,
assisted greatly in counteracting the sense of fear which pervaded the Jap-
anese- communi ty generally immediately after the ocutbreak of the war.

Certain regulations impecsed by the military command upon the
civilian community were, of course, directed specifically toward the
Japanese population. General Orders Nce 5 ennounced on Deecember 8 "the
policy to be observed toward all slien Jepanese of the age of fourteen
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years and upwards." Ghey were instructed to "preserve the pemce tuwmrds
the Uniteé States, ... to refrain frum actusl hostility or giving informa-
ti.n, =2id or cumfurt to the enemies of the United States,™ but they were
glso informed that:

go long m»s they shall conduet themselves in =mccordance with 1lsw, they
shell be undisturbed in the penceful pursuit of their lives =nd occu-
paticns Aand be =ccurded the considerstiun due to 211 peesceful 2nd lew-
Ebiéing persons, cxcept sc far =s rcstricticns may be necessary for
their own protcetion and for the safety of the United States. All
citizens 2re enjoined to preserve the peace and to treat them with =11
such friendliness es may be comp=tiblc with loyalty and allegiance to
the United States,

Special Regulations for Japaness

The pussessicn or use of the following articles was Cefinitely for-
bidden tu slien Jap~nese uncer penalty of severe punishment: firesrms, weapons
or implements of wer or cumpuncnt parts thereof, ammunition, bombs, ex=-
plusives ur mterial used in the menufrcturc of explusives, short-wave radio
receiving sets, transmitting sets, signal cevices, cules or ciphers,
cemernas, anc papers, Cicuments or buoks pruvicding grephic reosresentations
of any U.S. military or naval equipment or installationse.

The followingz sctivitics were likewise furbidden in thc szme
orders: travel by =2ir; chenge of residence or occupstiun ¢r movement
*from ploce to place™ without military permissiony and to write, print, or
publish any nattack or threats asgainst the guvernment .f the United States,

Subscquent militery orders have not singled cut the J-onanese for
differential treztment, ~lthough naturelly it was the Jaosnesc who were
chiefly involved. On December 18 the restrictiocns of General Qrcer 5
were extencel tu all enemy =liens; and bincculars, field glasses anc tele-
scunes werc added to the earlier list of articles p»rchibited to Jepancse
aliens. FProuvision was m="e; huwever, that "enemy aliens may Bo =bcut
their business =nf visit friends and relatives during dsylight hours without
speciel permits Cr NABSESesess” Orders issued in Febru=ry forbadec thz use
of shurt-wave racic sets in houschclds where they could be hear? by enemy
aliens. This, of ecourse, was to nprevent the recention of enemy »ron= anda,
which haé been = problem of seriocus proncrtion herctufore, .

Presicentinl "freeze orcers," federal regulotions, ané pricr ter-
ritorial laws likewise' impouse? sneeinl restrietions upon the enemy eliens
in Hawaii. Under authurity grented by the Ter®itourial legisleture in the
so=called M-Day Bill uf 1941, the civilian governor anncunced shcrtly after
the blitz the prohibition of all "™trenssctiuns involving nroperty in which
Jepan or eny national thereof has an interest™ excent as specifically au-
therized in 2 system of licensing subsequently cescribed. Funde invested
in the three Jzpancse banks in Honolulu, estim=ted at $li,00ﬂ,000, were
temporarily frozen, but pruvisiun was mele fur cesh withérowels un tc $200,00
a month from accounts in other banking instituticns for necessary living
EX)DENSES, Japanese business involving sliens was thecretically brought to
2 stancdstill, =lth.ough =actu~lly the interfsrence with normal trens-ectiouns
was rclrtively slight.
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The sudden suspension by military order of the erdinary means
of communication such as the language prees and radio, and the privilege
of free assembly, has had far-reaching consequences in the Japanese com-
munity. Although all radio statinns were permitted to resume on
December 91 brnadcasts in the Japanese language have continued to be pro-
hi.‘t:ni.ted.(l ) Virtually the entire alien Japanese population was thereby
deprived of a most effective means of news dissemination and of potential
Americanizing influence, but the probable resentment within the wider
community to the use nf the Japanese language over the air seemed to
demand guch repression, Similarly the publication of all newspapers and
periodicals in the Japanese language was suspended on December 10, 1941,
and only the twn largest daily Japanese newspapers in Honolulu were per-
mitted t9 resume publication, under strict censorship, nearly a month
later,

The prohibition upon any gathering of aliens in numbers ex-
ceeding ten meant the sudden collapse of the major part of the intricate
system of social orgesnization and control among the Japanese, Eliminated
also was the host of local mutual-aid organizations, consisting of from
ten to fifty neighboring households and serving in normal times to hold
the immigrants and their children to the basic moral precepts essential
in any community, and to assist the immigrants generally to make the
necessary accommodations to American life. (12

Bconomic dislocations incidental to the war and the require-
men ts of martial law threatened for a time to be excessive among the
Japanese, Seven hundred Japanese fishermen were immediately deprived
of their normal source of livelihood by the orders prohibiting the use
of small craft in Hawaiian waters except under close supervision. The
Japanese fiching industry had, of course, long been under attack as a
suspected source of espionage (12-a), and the immediate withdrawal of
both ships and men, most of whom were aliens, was obviously necessary.

Smaller groups of Japanese aliens and citizens were adversely
affected by direct military orders, as in the case of some 30 alien
photographers who were prohibited from possessing or using cameras, and
of a larger number of decalers whose business was closed for several
months by the military ban upon the sale of intoxicating ligquors.
Automobile gales and repair work, employing some 2,100 Japanese in 1940,
have suffered a drastic decline in Hawali as they have elsewhere. The
disappearance of the tourist at the outbreak of the war undermined the
livelihood of 250 Japsonese flower growers who had supplied flowers for
leis; and the limitations on interisland shipping cut off the market
for many of the 2,000 Japanese vegetable and hog raisers.

(11) Regular Filipino broadcasts have since been permitted.

(12) In the early stages of immigration, these institutions undoubtedly
serve to perpetuate Japanese traditions and customs, but with the
pessage of time, an important function becomes that of assisting
in assimilation,

(12-a) Barber, Joseph,Jr., Hawaii, Restless Rampart, pp. 174-7,
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The prohibition upon the residence of Japanese aliens within
certain areas designated by the Army or Navy has also destroyed the
gource of income for some hundreds of small farmers and charcoal pro-
ducers, especially on the Island of Oshu. (The closing of the language
schools, Buddhist temples, and Shinto shrines automatically deprived
gix to seven hundred persons of an occupation, but since most of the
alien teachers and priests were interned, the problem became chiefly
one of providing an income for the families of the internees.)

These various disruptions of the normal economic life of the
Japanese have involved serious financial losses in many instances, but
the dislocaticns have in most cases also applied to persons of other
ancestries as well, Moreover, the phenomenal expansion of the defense
industries has enabled all Japanese thus affected to find profitable
employment in other occupations.

In general, the Japanese have participated in the inflation
of incomes growing out of the war. Families whose joint incomes in
1940 were less than $100 a month are now, with the increased employment
of their children, receiving four and five times that amount. As one
careful observer in the Japanese community expressed it:

The business situation is certainly very good. It's true
that things looked bad for a while just after the out-
breek of the war. I suppose it was the fishermen who
were the hardest hit of all, since their business was
completely wiped out, but they have succeeded in getting
into other jobs and none of them is suffering want. Many
of them, of course, are employed as unskilled leborers but
they are being paid well for it,...As far as I can see,
there is no problem of financial distress among any of
the Jananese, They can get work if they want it, even
though they may be prevented from taking some of the
better defense jobs.

The problems of personal and family adjustment to the enlarged war
incomes is one which deserves separste treatment. (12-b)

Far more serious to the morale of the Japanese popfilation
than the temporary loss of employment was the economic discrimination
which suddenly became overt as a consequence of the war. In a survey
of labor policies of the larger employers on Oshu in February 1942,
it was found that Japsnese citizens and aliens were not acceptable on
most of the defense projects and in many of the larger business and
industrial firms in Honolulu. (12-c¢)

{12-b) See Yukiko Kimura,"The‘Ebcial Effects of Increased Incomes of
Defense Workers of Oriental Ancestry," Social Process in
Hawaii, VII (1941), pp. 46-55.

(12-c) A more detailed account of this survey will appear in a subse-
quent publication,
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The public announcement of this policy through newspaper went
ads and notices at employment bureaus was more significant than the
existence of the discrimination itself., The reaction of the citizen
Japanese to this differential treatment was bitter at times,

There were occasions when some of my friends were dis-
couraged. There are many jobs but the word, Japsanese,

has a curse on it. A friend of mine saw in the want ad
that the C company wanted some clerks. He went at the
first opportunity end was interviewed. The first question
asked of him was, "Are you Jcpanese?" He said, "No, I'm
an American of Japanese ancestry." Without any further
questioning, the interviewer curtly answered, "Sorry, no
Japanese.," Angered by this statement, he stood, stared,
and finally said, "Any time you're looking for an American,
let me know." And he walked out,

The effect of President Roosevelt's Executive Order - "there
gshall be no discrimination in the employment of workers in defense
industries...because of race, creed, color or national origin,.." - was
to reduce greatly the amount of such differential treatment, and of
the corresponcing resentment by the Japenese. Ten months after Pearl
Harbor, there is a far greater disposition by the Japanese to accept
such discrimination as occurs as an inevitable and minimal cost of the
Wa-ro

V. DETENTION AND EVACUATION

The threat of detention and evacuation has been to both
generations of Japanese the ultimate tragedy which might befall them
as a consequence of shifting military policy; and in the minds of the
Island Japanese, the two are more or less synonymous, Detention has
usually meant evacuation, and during the first ten months of the war
little voluntary evacuation of Japanese from Hawaii could occur. Even
prior to the war there had been sufficient talk among military and
civilian circles of a pnssible forced evacuation or detention of all
Japanese, citizens and aliens, on some island such as Molckai, so
that the idea was not wholly unfamiliar to them, but it was one which
few cared to contemplate seriously. When mention was made of such a
possibility in the conversations of the Nisei, it was in a gallows-
humor vein, along with their prospects in case of government by a
military commission. The latter possibility has become a reality far
less calamitous than most had predicted; the threat of evacuation,
which will doubtless continue as long as the war, might aleo prove
to be less fearful in actuality than in anticipation.

Even while the initial attacks were being made upon Pearl
Harbor, officers of the Military Intelligence and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation were busy gathering in the first group of Japanese
gugpects. Among those
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placed in protective custody on the seventh were the members of the consulate
staff, =s well as many of the 200 counsular =gents scattered throughout the
Islends. Desnite the utmost diligence and applieaticn to duty by the
cunstituted authorities, the number of detainees in Hewaii hes never been
lerge considering the size of the Japanese nopulation, An cfficial army
communique frum Washington on December 22, 1941, announced:

The commanding generasl of the Hawaiien department reports that 273
Japznese nationsls are nuw interned. Of 2 total novulation of
425,000 in the Hawaiien Islends, 160,000 are of Japanese ancestry.
Of these, 35,000 =re aliens.

For the most »nert, the Jepanese populstion of Hewaii have given no
wvidence of disluyalty. However, as Secretary of the Navy Frank
Knox reported on his return frun Hewaii, there is strong evidence to
support the belief that sume Jeo=2nese cngaged in fifth column activity
and provided the enemy with valuable military information prior to

the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor......Military suthorities have
imprisuned =11 knuwn J2oenese leaders .f subversive activities, (13

Investigation and detainment of =dditicnal Japanese suspects-=aliens end
citizens--have cuntinued during the succeeding munths but the tutal number
now in custody, =2lthough nut 2 metter of public recurd, is still small in
pruportion tb the nopulation. In conformity with the nrovisions of inter-
neticnal lawj those who heve been detained for the durstion of the war

have 21s0 been evacusted tc meinland camps outside the cumbat zcnes or re-
petriated tu Japan.

Groups Lisble to Susnicion

Subversive disnositicns inimicel to the security of the community
and the naticn may n=aturally be ex-ected ch ly amung certain classes of the
Jan~nese community, =né it is doubtless fram these grouns that must of the
det2inees have been drawn. First in impcrtance are the direect renresenta-
tives of the Japanese Guvernment, the consular egents, all uf whum were pre-
sumebly interned .n the seventh, Shinto priests in so far =s they =rec
active expuncnts of the divinity of the Japanese emperor ané of JanAane se
nationalism, =lthough few in number in Hewaii prior to the war, obviously
constitute a menace to American idealss The Buddhist priests and priestesses
were less directly ass.ci~ted in the 2ropmgation of Jananese nationalism,
but as recent products uf the cdueaticnal system of Japan, the cutlock =nd
sentiments of many Iend inevitably tc¢ be murc or less sympathetic with the
objectives snd ideals of the »rescnt military regime of Je=pan. The same may
be said of the alien language schoul teachers and 2rineipals, of whum there
were 229 in 1940. The whule range of leacership among the alien Japanese
was nrturally sumewh~t suspjected, and it is logical tov assume that all per-
sons who had assumed positiuns of any distinetion in the organizetional life
of the Jepanese cummunity wuuld be subject tc sneoial werutiny. So npro-
nounced hes this impression becume among the Issei that few are now willing

"

(18) |
Honclulu Star-Bulleting December 23, 1941,
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to accent 2ny leadershin lest they immel iately becume suspect. Fin~1ly,
there is the rather large Kibei grous of the second gencration who, 2lthough
citizens of the United States by virtue of birth within the Territory, are
frequently more fanaticnlly Japenese in their dispositicn than their own
parents. Meny of these individuals have returned from Jrpan so recently

2§ tu be unable tc speak the English language and some are unguestion=bly
dis2npointed by the lack of anpreeciation manifested for their Japanese
ecueation. '

Detention in Hewaii long enough to permit their cases to be ro-
viewed by a civilisn buard of investigation, has also affurdedé the J& anese
eommunity some understending of the circumstsnces of the detainces. The
impressicn is widely sharcd th-t conciticns in the varivus detention centers
curing the first few weeks after the blitz were far from idesl, largsly be-
cause uf the sudden ecmergency crented by the type uf attack. Equ=lly
widespread is the impressiun thot the internees have been treated with-human-~
ity ~né justice after this initisl period, The flllowing letter which
eppeared in the loeal nress tells sumething cf their outlovk and eondition:

It has been exactly une week since we were put in here. When we

were first cunfineé here, we felt as though we were thrown into hell,
But contrary to our expectations we have been trested well, We

have fine merls., We are allowed tu go in and ocut of the building
freely. Several new equipment heve been added. Everything 1is being
cone to make our stay comfortable, A paradise has made its T neaw-
ence in what was believed to be a holl.

One of the concrete results of this can be seen in the faces of

our relntives who visit us daily. After seeing huw we are getting
along here, their worried faces woulc turn inte happy, smiling
facess Tuday I heard one of the visiturs say, "You are looking bet-
ter and you seem to have Pt on weighte™ Lseoe

Finelly, we wish to thank the autherities through you for the nro=-
tectiun and kind treatment we are receiving here in the Territory of
merica.seee We are deeply touched by the arcat American spirit

of fair pley end magnanimity. In behalf of the groupy, I wish to
extent to you wur sincere gratitude, Thank you very much.,

(signec) The Venerable
Hiscki Miyagakq (14)

In instences where it was impussible ur impracticnble fur members
of the femily to visit the Cdetainee prior tu his Cenarture, Nisei interview-
ers have brought back ressgses of o similer sort:

I am healthy and heve g2ined weight, so please cdun't Wurry. Please
take zuod eare of yourself anc wait for my return.

Wife, tsake care of yuurself, Dauzhter, thank you for everythinz,

Be helpful tou muther. Chilcéren, wait fur my return. I am well, so
€O nut WOrry.  We arc treated very nicelys Pray fur the Any when
we shell meet =zain in DEACE

(14)
Quuted in Hun.lulu Star-Bulletin, December 22, 1941
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Por the must part, it appeers thet buth the curmnity and the
families of the det=inees hnve =ccepted the feacts of detenticn and evacua-
tion with guod grace. It was communly feareé during the first few munths
of the war th=at the numbers ceteined would be very lerge, an¢ the liberal
policy of the authorities was a distinet reliefs The restrrinad account
by » seventeen~year-cld Nisei of his own experience is fairly tynicel:

Several weeks after the =~tteck on Pearl Harbor, Japanese enemy aliens
were taken to the letention camp ot X. Therec were numerous nersons
who were rather close friends to the family. We felt surry for them
and¢ were surprised to see my fether nut tesken in. But we knew th=at
sooner or leter he would be teken in toc. For about two munths nothe-
ing happened. Then Cclunel B ané Castein A came to investizate the
house and to ask questiuns of my father. They made twoc more trips
and that was the ends A week or two later Capts 4 and Mr. R cAme

to zet him tc be t=ken to the Zetention ermp. I was not at home at
the time but when I 35t there I wes surprised tu see the store closed
anc as I entered there they were with my muther talking things over,
Capts A told me in - nice way that he is teking my dad away. That
wasn't a shuck to me beceuse I was exyeetins this to happen soconer

or later, A11 of the family knew this tooa He zut cressed =nd
before leavin; ;ave us fin=l instructiocns on the bucks and recent
transactiuns. That was the last time I ot to sec my father, anc,
of course, that was = zreat disappuintment.

Socinl workers cdelegated tu mssist the femilies of detainees sheak of the
Yextraordinary stuicism with which they heve received the shuck and their
patience and jucd spirit in meking the necgssaTy ecunumic and sucizl ad-

Justmentsis® Surprisinzly few cnses h-ve required public relief.

The threat of mass evacuation isy huwever, still a crucial
element in the Hawaiian situation, The announcement on March 3, 1942, of
qhe crder fur the tutel execlusion .f nll persons of Japenese Ancestry from
tpe coastal portions of the Western Defense Areas had a strikingly depressant
effeet upon the Jajenese of Hawaiis This was cunceived as = threat not
only to their relatives =nc friends situsted within the desiznated aress
but also to themselves. "We will be' nexty™ meny of them saié, andé the ef-
forts of local morele agencies to allay these fears have not been wholly
aveilingi

‘Importance vf Jansnese Lebor

The publie statement by Assistent Secretary of War, John MeCloy,
on March 27, 1942, should merhaps hove settled the issue unce =nd for all,

The J=panese problem is very complex Aand all tied up with the
Iabor situnation.....mass evacuation frun Hewaii is impractical.( 5)

The crueiz=l n=rt pleyed by the Japanese in the Island econumy,
inelucing now the defense ccunomy, is apparent in the must easunl ex=mination
of the veeupatiunal statistics of Hawaii, =2nd this fact unquesticnably nle~ys
2 primary role in the decision 2nnounced by Secretary McCloy. In 1940 the

(15

)Hunululu Star Bullctin, March 27, 1941,
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Jepanese ecnstituted over cne-third of all gainfully employe? nersons in
Haw=il; oune-helf of 2ll craftsmen, nearly three-fourths of all ¢umestic
service workers, uver une~ha2lf of all small frrmers and fishermen, cver helf
¢f the nroprietors of ffé?il food stores and restaurants, and five-eizhths
¢f all auto mechenicsa

The problem of transpertation over 2,000 miles of water for 160,000
persons or even =2 tenth of thet number uncer oresent conditions of restrict-
eé¢ shipping would be ¢ifficult, =lthough nut impussible to sulve., In any
cese it would require a2 considerable smount of time. Should military ne-
cessity cdemend it, huwever; these obstacles would unguestionably be overcume.

Thus far it apnesars from their public statements that the military
officinls must dircctly concerned with the handlinz of the Japrnecse Problem
in Hewaii have been s=2tisfied as to the lcyalty of the vverwhelmins majority
of the Japrnese of Hdawaii anc it has been their dispositiun to retein as
nearly as preacticable the Islend tradition of equality and tolerance =mong
the various racisl pTvupss To whet cxtent this sentiment is zenuinely shared
by 211 thuse who cetermine their destiny is still = matter of doubt to many
Island Jeponese. There is elways the haunting fear thet meinl=nd duetrines
uf race relations mey yet determine Hawaii=an Julicys

VIs MORALE AMONG THE JAP.NUSE

The crucisl questicn about Hawaii--both in the Islands snd in
cuntinental United Stetes--"ire the Japanesec loyal?" is still unanswerasd.
Prior to the war it was saic by thouzhtful cbservers thet only a war could
3ive the finel mnswers Now thet war has come, it is smiZ by sume that a
mure seerchinz test of Jeapancse fevotion to Americ=n ideals such as total
evacuation or the revoeation of American citizenship must be epolied.,
Probably no ordesl woulé be 2fequrte to rssclve the issuc campletelye. Loy~
alty is n matter ¢f the inner spirit ané cevution of men for which there are
no whelly infallible or convineing proofs. Even ceath may be "a way out"
Cr an evidence of "the l-st full measure of devot fons "

The wer h=s unguesticnsbly brouzht to 2 climax stresses anc strd ns
within the Haweiisn community of which none was more acute than that =ass.ciate?
with the rule of the Japanese. Their loyalty to the Unite? States is in
l=rge measure a function of their participation in the common life of the
Hewniion community both priur to and during the nresent wer, The question
Aag to their proper n»leece in the community is as olé as their residence here
and one whieh wes never cumdletely resolved, The tradition=al publie nro-
fessicn of equality in rece relaticns has enabled them to =acquire =n cnvirble
stotus as cump-ored with their meinland cousins 2né = sense of belonzing
which augured well for their loyalty and morele in the prescnt crisis, On
the other hand, there heove alweys been elements in the community which have
mainteined; privately Derhapsy distinet reserveotions ns to the "value and
success of the melting put®™; ane they hove insisted thet the snly sound basis

(16) The significence of these fizurcs hrs not bcen 3ro~tly alterel by the
wer, The secupe=tiovns in whiech the Jopanese are chiefly ensaged, such
25 small-seale azriculture, ¢omestie service, aond retsil trade, may
not technicrlly be elassificé ns fefense infustries, but they are cs-
sential to the life of buth C¢efense wurkers en¢ military -serscnnel.

& 20 -




of Islen¢ moursle in wartime is that which faces rezalisticnlly the danger of
a sinzle Jepanesc s=boteur and dues not zamble nntional security on pretty
sentiment. Unioubtedly meony of the non-Jenanese in Howaii have wnvered
between these two Duints of view with the strenzth of their leaning one wey
oT the other zuverned by the lensth of their residence in the 1slancs, thelir
soeizl clmss, and their particulsr contects with the Japanesc.

Mejority Loyal

The conceptions which the J=apenese have formed of themselves and
their oruper place in wertime Hawaii are of necessity somewhat similarly
dividec. The effective Jenianese espionage so m2nifest in the attack of
December 7 points to the presence in the Islands of persuns, same Of them
nresumsbly of Jzdanese ancestry, whouse drimery alleziance was to Janen,
Jlthuuzh the facts thus far availsble yield nc evidence of Jepanese sabo-
tage 17 in Hawaii prior tc¢, vn, or since December 7, there ere instances
on ?ublic receord of cleerly disloyal acts =and sentiments by Japanese resi-
dcnts, both =lien =né citizen. On the other hand, the zre=t mass of
JTapenese heve during the past ten munths displayed = zcmine desire to be
aceented as equal participsnts with the rest uf the nopulaticn in the fmeri-
can war effort. They would like tr tain as far as possible the convention-
al Islané pattern of race relatiouns under which they h=ve benefited
50 zreatly. The intensity of their devotion to the American cause has

fluctuated in response tc the state of morale in the larger Haweiian com-
mnity and to the speeial facturs affeeting their place in the community.

The ¢ifficult situation faced by the Japonese in Hawaii in the
event uf a war haéd been anticipated lonj before the actusl catastrophe
ceecurreca. For years the Nisel in 3qrtlculer have been told that they
were "un the spot® and the subject had becume a favorite topie fur schocl
ant Y.M.Cedeo 2n€ YuW.C.lhe discussicn ;roupse

Durinz the summer of 1941, & sroup of educatiunal, relizious,
en¢ business leacers--resownsive to the Islend ™mores® of race rel~tions--
organize¢ themseclves in =n effurt to anticipate =2nd avert in soc for es
pussible the most serivus ruptures of interracial sulicarity which wer
wrs ex-ected to brin:, Even at thot time rumors of wices»reed dismissal
of Jenanese by their hacle employers, of the cunstruction cf concentration
camps for Japsnese as soon AS waf u?curred, of c:onspiracies by Jenarese
maids tc noisun their empluoyers, seemed to thrcaten the ™unigue inter-
racial zood will whiech h=é been built up in Hewaii,"™ and efforts were mace,
with the approvel of army, Nevy, =nd F.B.I. authorities, to combat thesc
fivisive tendencies. A4s 2 basic assumpticn, it was held that:

Unity of purnuse and actiuon is absclutely necessary for a strong
~ n=atiunal Cefense. We eannut afford to heve a cdiviced citizenry--

Tiﬁ) Barly statements by military and n=aval officiels refer to some cases,
but later svicencs indicate no authenticated cases.

(18) It must be reeugnized thot the public sentiment favorable to raciel
equelity in Hewnail has offercd nu guarantec of such treatment in All
CASESa Many Janenese hove encountcred sufficient Cifficulty in
climbinz the s.cial and ctuncmie ladder to evoke the charge; rishtly
or wrenzly, of racial prejudice, and their cynicism is 2all the more
acute because of the nublic professions of racial cquality.

Barber's Hewaii, Restless Rampart nrovices a2 jood sample of stories
cireulnting in the havle malihini (whitc new-comer) community.
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one rece sct ageinst ancther, or une class agninst anvther. The
nevple of Jepanese ancestry, both citizens and =liens, compuse ~hout
cne-third cf cur pooul=ation. Accented and united in purvwose and
actiun, they =re an asset to the community. Hz jeeted and treated
as potentinl enemies, they are a burden, even 2 CanjeT, to our se-
curitye.

ghertly after the outbresk of the war, three members of this grou»,
a haole, a Chinese, and a Jepanesc were designated to furm a Public Morale
Section, one of whose major functions was to hel) maintzin and build
morale within the Japanese community. This group, with its interracial
nersonnel and its characteristically Hawaiien formulation of nurpose, (20)
is expressive of the locel sentiment favorsble to the maintenance of an
unbroken interracial solifarity even in wartime. Similerly identified
i{n an offort to conserve the conficence an¢ support of the Japanese ponula-
tion in the courmon life of the community are most of the stable islend in-
stitutions and such special agencies as the .mericean Friends Service Com-
mittce, the Y.M.C.As 2nd the YeW.Culs, 2n¢ the Christinan churches.

The state of elmost paralyzing fear which struck the Janamese
community immediately =after the outbreak of the wer called for effurts of
a reassuring character by these verious azencies, Aapart from the uncer-
tainty of their trestment by the military, the JTapenese were harassec by
fears of possible retaliatory measures by other zroups in the populsat 1ons
In some of the plantztion communities the Filipinos, whose homeland was be-
inz invaded hy Janzn; were particularly azitated 2nd some of the more ex-
citeble individu=ls threatened viclence.

(20) "pPromote the feelins that Hawaii has somethin; worthwhile to dreserve
in the way of human relaticnships.

"Encourage complete faith of all the varied groups in the Americen
wey of life and their sbsoclute willingness to defend it.

"Secek to overcome fear on the part of 211 the people. Calmness and
determinztion must prevail at all timess Confidence in our armed
forces and in the constituted suthoritics and the feeling that we are
all pulling tosether toweré a coummon zoal will d¢o much to overcoms
fear =nd unnecessary hysterias

"Seck coznizence by the izeneral putlie that every loyal citizen, Te=
zardless of race, color or creeé must be ziven a plece ip the scheme
of n=ational defense. No one must be dented the opportunity to do his
share because of raciel or relizious considerstions. We are all
Americansy snd as .mericensy we must all co our cuty.

"Meke clear to the pauple that loyalty grows only whon 1t is 3iven
= chance to zrows It dues not flourish in =2n =tmosphere of sus-
niciony cdiseriminetion =snd denisl of opportunities to prectise that
loyaltys




Occasiun~lly, Filipino labofers could be seen sharpening their c=ene
knives 80 28 to have them reedy for the cmerzcncye...They were on a
remnpage tecause of the Jen's invesion of the fhilinnines. The zrow-
ing undercurrent of hetred was finclly turneé on us. Some of the
older Japenese aliens who worked in the fields with Filininos stayed
home or kept a certein Cistance hecruse they feared what misht heonnen.

Prompt action by loeal police, sucinl mzencies, and by leaders of both
Filipinu and Jepenese cocmmunities served tou precvent any overt outbresk.

Mincr incidents involving numbers of other racial zroups zave
grounds for resentment, if not fear,

My sirl friends s=nd I were walking home from = stroll, and =s we

pessed 2 zroup of men sitting encd telking, 2 Portujuese mon yelled bel-
liserently 2t us, "You camn stinking Japssies™ His lanzune was
intulerable. We acted 25 thou:;h we hadn't heard ané quietly moved
AWAY e Within me a flood of anser aruse, hut then it oceurre? to me
that this men mi;ht have loust sume one durin: the December seventh

rz2id and I mmnaged tc quiect ny anzer.

The reacticns uf the Japancse have nut always been su fes rained and nhil-
osudhical, but the counsel ¢f patience anc furbearancel®l by morale
workers, both Japanesc and hacle, have clearly burne fruit.

We were not accepted by =211 as fmericsang, hut were treated as danger-
ous clements of the populeticn. Thesc were the petty, narrow-minded
peuple. They woul¢ say things that would hurt us throuzh and throuzh.
We were their scrpegunts and they uscé us mereilessly. But when I
stup to think, I can't be tuo harsh un them.  A4After all, hadn't the
F.B.sI. unc.vered many underhanded tricksters of cur racis=l extrac-
tion? The Niihau incident was certsinly acainst us.

Emergency Service Committees

Once the initial cevastatin: fear =smon;; the Javrnese h=2d been
partially allayed, it was nossilble tu underteke cunstructive mesasurcs to
build murele =2mon; them. An Emerzency Service Cummittee of Nisei on Oshu
was formed under the sbuns.rship of the Murale Seetiom of the Office of
Military Governcr., Aamen the nurpuses samnounced were the following:

(21) It was perhans inecvitable that in tho excitement fcllowin: the .utbresk
uf the war, this euunsel should frcequently s2ssume exnzzerated forms.
The Jassnese were 2(vised, fur example, tc demunstrate their loyalty
by not cnly refrainin; from usingz but 2etunlly cestroying, innceusus
Jasrenese art ubjeets such 2s kimonus, sete (slippecrs), cvlls, and Bucd-
Shist shrines; alon; with-such clerrly ubjeetiunsble articles as nhoto-
sraphs of the Jepmnesc ruyal family; Yasmnese flazs, or ncoticnelistie
11 ter=aturey i more restrained preiram of "house clesnins" is now he-
ing advueated and followeds




To carry on = prozrem of cducation which will strenzthen the
loy=lty to America of both the citizens =n” nlicns of Japancse sn-
Oestry.

To help them demonstrate their loy=lty in concrete ways to speed the
cefeat of Japan =nd =11 other encmies.

To help them frce re-listie~lly anc cooperatively the difficult
situnt ion in whieh the war hos plrced them.

To work for the npplicrtion of the funiement=l velues of American
demoeracy in the treatment of all Americsns, rezardless of re=cial
encestry, fully rcalizin: thet military and other requirecments some-
times may m~ke impossible the full application of this principle,

Durin; the eizht months of {ts existcnee the committee has held over 170
mecetinzs reachiny sumethin: more than 10,000 aliens =2nd citizens on the Island
of C=ahu with messasges of encourazement and acdvice =25 to their eoncuct in
wartime. This cammittee =nd l=ter the Friencs #nd the American Red Cross
h=ve been =sble to assist Teatly in cushionin~ the shoek to Fetsinces

enc their femilies.

Similar committees un the Islands of Kauai anc Maui were furmed
loter, and the Keuai Cormittee in perticulsr hns received the hearty cn-
dorsement of Army suthorities for its activities,

A oconsiderable end rowing number of the people in this graup
(Teprnese) had,; throush fear of misunderstencinz, withirewn from any
cummunity particip=tion in the war eff.rt; they felt that they were
8imply nout wanted in the cummunity..e«ssThe purpose in forming this
orzanization was initis=lly to provice a means of porticipetivn in

the war effurt by residents of Japenese ancestry, thus preventing

the furmation of a Cissident racial roup, shunned by uther elements
of the cummunity and thereby rencered susceptible to subversive
influence by =2 minority within the 2T A1Ds It was elso planned to

use this orzanizatiun in eCucaticnsl eff_rts toward Americanization,
dissemination of propezande, lisison bhetween this sroup and the
Military furces, an” prom.tiun of the sele of wap Bonds =and dona-
tlons to other worthy esuses. Definite Pr..:ress has been mafe toward
this 021, to the point that 1t is nuw thousht feasihle to take steps to-
ward a more cumplete intezration of the efforts of this snup with
those of the rest of the community.

The Americen Friencs Service Committce with its special interest
in establishing ~ friencly, personsl rclotiunship with thuse vietimized
by the war wes established in Honolul in Mereh =nf uncfertick to provide
caunsel ~n? support, prrticul=rly for the alien Jrpanese who were bewildered
Anc disme~yed by what hed happencd after Decemher 7. The Hunolulu Y.WiCuA,,
thrwuzh its Intern-ti.nal Institute, f.uné = ready Tesponse arnenz the
rlien Japonese wumen to their prupusal Lf volunteer war worke It is a1+
ficult tu cstimete the nct Influence of these verious ~ff. rts hut there
was in any ¢ase, 2 n.table rise in the p-trictie temper and spirit .f the
Jepenese community as they were peraitted and enc.uraczed to p~rticiprte
m.re Cireetly in the lie~l war effort.
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Spontaneous service cuntributiovns by Japanese to the cummunity-
wice sctivities, such as the Red Cr.ss, the Bluod Pank, =2nd the U.S.0.,
were relatively me-er durin; the first few weeks of the war but they h-ve
increased .re=tly as the Japanese h=ve acquired a sense that they were wel-
cumed. Over-all statistics of financial and time contributions to these
agencies by the Japsnese are not available a2t this tiTga?nd would certainly
indicate little as to the spirit which prumpted them; but scattered
reports of the actusl labor invested indicate that many Japanese are doing
mcre than their share in order to leave no doubt as to the devotion they
feel and to compensate fur the lukewarm sentiment of other Japenese,

Japanese in the Territorial Guard

Late in January 1942, there occurred an event which tested
severely the morale of the Japenese community, as well as the resources of
such szencies =2s then existed to coupe with such problems. Almost im-
mediately after the seventh, there ceveloped considerable local and mainland
azitation azainst the practise of allowing the sons of aliens to stand zuard
uver vital public utilities, wharves, and warehouses. Seemingly in response
to this critical sentiment, =lthouzh undoubtedly for reasons of military
expediency, orders were issued on Januery 23 resultinz in the inactivation
of the Japesnese members of the Hawaii Territorial Guards. This unit of the
defense forces on Qahu was created on December 7 by orders of the Gavernor
motilizing the R.0.T.C. of the University of Hawaii ané four hizh schools
of Honolulu. Made up larzely of boys of Jap2nese ancestry who had responded
to the eall for recruits, the unit was nevertheless iven important duties
to perfurm and was incorporated under the commesncing seneral of the Hawaiian
depertment, who leter expressed hizhest praise of its spirit and work.

When, therefore, orcers ceme for the return to civil life of only
the members of Japanese ancestry, they were particularly unprepared for the
shock, It was a serious blow to the personal pricde of the boys themselves,
but even mure serious was the threat to the morale of the entire Japanese
commnity. Here seemed to be incontrouvertible evidence that, despite
public protestations to the contrasry, the citizens of Japanese ancestry were
not trusted. Efforts by sympathetie officers and morale workers to soften the
blow--to explain for exemple the difficulties which mainland soldiers mizht
hreve in distinzuishing them frum the enemy in case of invasion--helped somej
but the bitter sense of unjust discrimination remained.

As a counteractive to the sense of frustration and unrest, un-
questionably very acute among the university students, it was proncsed thet
they offer their services to the commanding _enerzl to be used in eny way
which he saw fit. A petition to the commanding general was frameé incor-
poratin: their sentiments:

(22) It is the impression of competent observers thet the Japanese h=ave
been mekinz contributions far exceeding their numbers in the ponu-
lation to azencies like the Red Oross, the Navy Relief, and volunteer
1abor battelions, and probably less than their share to the Blood
Bank., Accordingz to recent fizures of the Hon.lulu Blood Bank, 23%
of the donors were Jaonanese. The efforts of the varicus morale com-
mittees heve :restly stimul~ted the purchase of Wwar Bonds and the coun-
tributions of money tu the UsS.0., the Hed Cruss, and the Army and Navy
Relief, but it means, of course, that the statistics afford 1little
indication of the murale--the "free zivin;"--of the Japaneses
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We joined the Guard voluntarily with the hupe that this wes une way
to serve our country in her time of need. Needless tu say, we were
Geeply Cisappointed when we were told that uur services were no
lonzer needed.

Hawaill is our houme; the United States our country. We know hut oune
loyalty and thet is to the Stars and Stripes. We wish to do our part
as loyal Americans in every way possible, and we hereby offer ourselves
for whetever services you mey see fit to use uss

Their request was granted by General Emmons and they were nlaced
&s an euxiliary to a resiment of enzineers and siven semi-military stotus.
Here quite clearly they were wanted and their balked desires to participate
in the war effurt were civen satisfying expression. During the months
since March 1942 the 125 original recruitsy chiefly from the University
of Hawail, hsave manifested a readiness to accept any tyne of lsbor from
quarrying and track-laying to carpentry, and they have received hizh commenda-
tion from their officers for the work they have performed. More significant,
however, than the improved morale of the 160 boys of Japanese ancestry now
enrclled in the Versity Victory V.lunteers is the symbolic effect of this
experiment upon the wider commnity. To the nun-Japanese commnity, it
was a convineing testimony of the sincerity of the patriotic professions of
the Nisei. To the Japanese, on the other handy it was an evidence that
they have a legitimate and honorable place in the common war task;

Nisei in the Army

At a somewhat later period, the exderience of the Nisei in the
Teguler army had a similarly demoralizinz effeet and in scmewhat ccmparable
fashion the loss has l-ter been regained. Uncer the operativn of the Se-
lective Service Act, a sizeable group of Nisei (about 2,000) had been in-
ducted into the Army and were assisned to reguler Cuty prior to the seventh.
In zeneral, the Japsnese commnity had conceived of such selectiun =s a mark
of honor and privileze and the draftee was usually widely feted by his
parents and friends befure he left for CaNDe He senerally made a .:00d
record in the army. He was orderly and oktedient by home traininz and he
responded readily to camp discipline. His officers have spoken hizhiy
of his concuct on the seventh and durinz the period of attrition which followed.

And yet, like his fellow Nisei in the Territorial Guard, the Jap-
anese craftee was a difficult solcier to place and use in Hawaii. The
morale of the soldier from the mainland was endenzered if he had difficulty
in distinzuishinz between his cumrades ané his enemies and especislly if he
hac¢ any doubts as to the loyalty of his cumrades. The issue was fin=lly
resolved in June 1942 by the transfer to continental United States of all
trained draftees of Japsnese ancestry, with the exnectation that they would
subsequently become a cumbat unit on same other front. The decision ap=-
peared, however, tu the Japanese community as another evidence of official
distrust and their morale sank to its lowest ebb,

A morale report at the time presents the problem largely in terms
of a lack of official interpretation, inevitable perhaps because of wartime
censurship,
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The buys themselves seem tu be buth heartened and saddened by the
orders. Most of them are hihly pleased by thec manifestation of of-
ficial confidence in them and the military cummendatiun which they
have received for their services here. On the other hand, many of
them are naturally depressed at the pruspect of such s complete and
sudden break of their home ties. Most of them have never heen

away from the Islands befure and they view the future with mixed
emotions,. We hrve no doubt but that they will acquit themselves
hunorably,

Our chief concern is with the Japanese community which remains behind,
It seems quite apparent that the youny men in the armed furces have not
succeeded--perhaps they have not tried--to interpret these orders as
they were obviously intended, as an evidence of confidence and hizh
trust in the Nisei troops. The parents, in the absence of eny of-
ficial internretation of the orders, seem to have made their own,

8s anvther evidence of disérimination against the Japenese, They ask
"Why are only the Jananese to be sent?" The Jaepanese mothers in
particular seem to be sreatly depressed and bewildered at what seems
tc be another case of punishment for being Japanese..s

With the arrival of letters frum the boys telling of their own improved
spirits, a cunsequence in part of the kindly reception they received in the
cummunities mear their midwestern trainin; center, the confidence and »ride
of the Island Japanese toock a distinect upward turn. Reports of the cun-
‘tinued high regerd in which the Island draftees have been held by their
officers add to the pride of the home-folks. To many Islend Jananese
families t?e draftees on the mainland nuw serve as a symbul of Japanese
equalitytas in the present war effort, and as @ compellinz bond to evoke
their hizhest loyalty.

& variety of other incidents have affected the morale of Hawaii's
Japenese to a sreater or less dezree. Frequently, incidents which pass
unnoticed by others in the community assume 2 symbolic siznificance to the
Jajane se, Mention has been mace of the announcement of evacuation on the
west coast. The specifiec use of the term “"Japenese™ in newspaper captions
deseribinz misdeeds by persons of Japanese ancestry seems to the more sensi-
tive not only superderozatory but malicious. On the other hand; the an-
nouncement in the press uf the favorable impression éreated by the Nisei
upon 2 mdinland community serves to zreatly raise the spirit of the Japanese
in Hawaii. A letter frum a2 haole defense worker exnressing confidence
in the loyalty of the lical Japenese boosts their morale, while another
letter charging the Jenenese yardmen and maids with a conspiracy to under-
mine the war effuort has as depressant an effect. Persistent rumors of mass
evacuation have had a devastating effect upon Jananese morale and are among
the must difficult furces with which the morsle agencies have to srenple,
Rumors in gzeneral, huwever, have as demoralizinz an effect upon the Janpanese
as upon other elements in the populaticn, and the Issei, in particulsr, seem
to have suffered from an inordinate number, owing perhaps to the less
acequate means of news dissemination since the war,

(23) It seems hizhly probable thet the murale of several huncred recent
Nisei draftees nuw in loesl labor brttelions, mizht be sreatly strength-

=)

ened if they too were siven assignments to rezuler fighting: units.
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VII PROSPEICTS

If the moust predictable element in any war situaticn is its un-
certainty, then surely it is whully fatuous to cunsicder the aresent prosieets
of the Jap=amese in the Island situstion. A striking viectory for either
side In any one of the many war theoters of the Pscific may alter profoundly
the present picture. A dramatic act of disleoyalty, such as the Niihau
incident, or one which could be so interpreted, might readily inflame the
critical dispositions of numerous elements in the Island population. The
present situation can, at best, be described as one of unstable equilibrium,
What, then, are the major factors which give to the situation its present
equilibrium, unstable though it 1a%

By way of brief analysis and summary cf the foregoing discussion,
four prineipal factors scem to appear: (1) the Hawaiian tradition ef race
Telations with its public emphasis upon the right of esach individusl to be
Judged upon his personal merits rather than by standards of race or caste;
(2) the character and conduct of the 160,000 individual Japanese who reside
within the Islends; (3) considerations of military strategy to which our
leaders are responsive; and (4) the temper of the non-Japanese population,

both in Hawaii and in continental United States,

There are competent observers in Hawaii who insist that the tre=di-
tion of equ=lity of opportunity asross race lines is now in eclipse-~that
the violations prior t6 the war were at least as importent as the publiec
lip service which it received. Granted that significant departures from
thc norm have alweys occurred, it is ncvertheless trus that the Japanese
in How214i have had feor sreater opportunity to rise in social and economic
status than heve their brothers =nd cousins in Jepan or even in continental
United ?5&}63° Even granting that the era of ™unlimited opportunity" is
passed, the egalitarian hebits and customs of the trading frontier
persist to = remarkable degree even in wartime.

Growth of Suspicion

The Japenese immigrants largely retain the conception of Hawaii
28 2 land of hope =and promise for their children, even though there hes been
much to dim their esrlicr expsctations, The major institutions of the
Isl~nds #4111 subscribe to the doctrine of raci=l tolerance =nd freedom of
opportunity, =nd representetives of these ageneies have pl-yed a signifieant
role in the efforts to 2pply this doctrine to the Jep=nese even in wartime,
The mor=le building setivities smong and for the Jap-nese h-ove largely
emenated from thi's sourcec, There is, on the other hend, ineressed evidence
of open suspicion of and di?crimin?tion 2g7inst the J=psnese, in violation
of The tradition-1 code, (20

(24) Of. Romenzo Adams, Interracisl Marriege in Hawaii, pp. 41-2.
(25) The common specification in "™Help Wanted™ =ds thot "Japsncse need
not apply" could herdly h-ve oeccurred prior to the wear, References

to race in want =ds h-ve been, in gener=l, more common since the wer
than before.
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The Japonese, by virtue of their strong cultural pride, the con-
ception of themselves =8 desecendents of the gods, 2nd their hobits of in-
fustry and =mbition, elicited to themselves stronger prejudice than most of
the immigre=nt groups which have come to Hawaii, Had they been less numerous
in the Territory, less nggressive in their desire to capitalize upon the
opportunities which Hew=zil offered, and less devoted to the values of the
homelsnd, it is probable that the "pictures™ of them in the minds of non-
Japsncse would have been different, but it would hardly have prevented the
strong antagonism to them since the war,

As suggested earlier, she differcntisl experience of the Japenese
in Hewaii--their veried economic opportunities, length of residenée =and
date of =rrival in Hawsii, Ameriesn educationsl =2nd social contacts, number
and length of visits in Japan--meke inaccurate any single "picture" of
Haweii's Jap-=nese. There are such lorge obvious groupings =s the Issei,
Nisei, =and Kibei; but even these require more minute cl=assification. Not
21l of the det=inees h-ve come fram a2ny one of the above c¢classes, ~lthough
one would expeet that the proportion is largest among the Kibei and smallest
among the Nisels

Loyalty Apparent but Fluctuating

The cvidence =vailable indicstes thet the overwhelming majority
of the Japenese in Hawaiil =2re loyal to the United States--most of them
ard=ntly, others moderately, ~nd still others only nomin=lly, becsuse it
PAYS. Just what proportion there is of each must vary from time to time,
depending upon the trend of events and the wey in which the events are inter=-
preted to and by the Jap-nese. Thus far the Japanese, and particularly
the Nisel who have assumed 2 new leadership uhfer the conditions imposed
by the war, have manifested their sbility to "stand up™ under the ecritical
tre=tment to which they h=ave been subjected. TWhether they will econtinue
to do so uncer more serious strains, no one e~n tell with cert=inty.

Military stretezy has thus far dictated a policy of humane and
equ2l treatment of the Jap~nese in Haw=ii., In gener=1l they have been
treated with greater justice and leniency than most of them had expectéd,
There heve been misc=rriages of the formul~ted policies of the military
suthorities but they h-ve been in gener=l through foulty execution of orders
by minor officials. The Wer Department hns cxpressed the jJudgment that
lerge-scale evecuntioh is imprgetical and it seems probable that Hawaii will
not see a repetition of the mass evacuntion on the Pacific Cor~st, with its
attendant mass treatment of the loysl with the disloy2ls There is, however,
every possibility of 2 shift in the military strategy thus far observed
here, shoul¢ the conflict becoumec 2cute in the Hawmiian area or should the
present military leacership be changed. It must be recognized, however,
that even under marti=l 12w, the military authoriti=ss =re not insensitive
to public upinion whether thet emanates from the kamasinas of all raeisl
stocks, the 160,000 J=apeznesey or the malihinis; military and civilien.

Meinl=né Sentiment Influenti-l

Least certeoin of sll the factors 2ffeeting the present situation
is the psychologicel elim~te in the nuon=-J-panese populotion of the Islands
end on the mainland. The presence of a very large proportion of melihini
defense workers, n~vy and army personnel, =nd of others not responsive to
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(26)

Tsland sentiment of racc relations offcers a serious threat to the present
peaceful handling of the Japanese problem. The hostile attitudes toward
the Japznese have thus far originnted chiefly with the malihinis, but, of
course, even the kamasinas, in the absence of protective ductrines, sare
gradually influenced by the attitudes of the neweomers. Letters to the
newspapers, delegrtions to the governor, petitions, and other forms of
protest tell of a growing sentiment adverse to "the coddling of the Japanese.
Local officisls are constantly made aware cof th? sfrong undercurrent of
resentment at the "cocky attitudes of the Japs;'27‘and they are making
strenucus efforts to prevent any overt expression of this feeling. Even
more acute, however, is the threat of mainleand opinion =2s 1t becomes fo-
cused in legislative action. The éfforts =zlready msde by members of
Congress to disenfranchise the Nisei and the sentiments expressed in favor
of mass evacuation are hishly disturking to the local Japenese and they
must heve some effect cven upon the local military asuthorities.

"

Obviously none of these factors is independent of the others and
the equilibrium established between them is one which changes in minor
degree from day to day. Thus far, the major effect of the various forces
operating in the Islands has been to integrate most of the Japenese within
the common civilien population ané to give them some sense of their com-
tribution to the common war effort. The effective theury, even though
frequently not observed in practise, is expressed in =2n early morale report
on the Japanese.

The problem cf morale for the overwhelming majority seems to be con-
tingent upon first providing them with a reesonsble degTee of security
through a sense of their being needed anc¢ wanted in a common taske

Dr. Romanzo acems has frequently quoted the compelling words of Lord
Nelscn at the Battle of Irafalgar, "BEngland expects every men to do
his duty," as illustrcting the principle which must be utilized

here in securing the full and complete loyalty cf every member of this
community. Certainly every effort should be made to eliminste,
insofer as it is humenly possible, the disposition tc single out the
Nisei for differential treatment in this crisis. In these critiecal
times, @s perhaps never befcre, the characteristic Hawaiian tradition
of racial justice ond equality is the only cne which can be successful,.
We must zgive to every citizen the feeling that he has an important
part to pley in our common destiny. We too must expect every american
to do his duty.

The theory is likely to remain even though events mey Jictate still greater
departures from the Hawaiiasn end American norm in the days which lie ahead,

(26) The adverse sentiments among the armed forces toward the Island Jap-
anese have frequently disappeared after direct contacts have been
esteblished. The soldiers in the rursl areas, in particulsr, often
become enamored of Nisel girls.

(27) A term which had not been acceptable in Haweii pricr to the war, but
which has come into consicdersble use since the war, even by the Nisei,
in referring to the enemy. It is still frowned upon by kamseinas
as referring to local residents.




INSTITUTE OF PACIFIC RELATIONS

HONOLULU, HAWAII
Cable: INPAREL, Honolulu

P. 0. Box 459
May 26, 1943

¥Mr. John A. Hamlilton

Chamber of Commerce of Honolulu
D111l Building

Homolulu, T. H.

Dear Mr. Hamilton:

In view of the fact that the Chamber of
Commerce generously distributed 1500 copies of
Andrew W. Lind's pamphlet, "The Jspanese in
Haweii Under War Conditions," I think that you
will be interested to know that Dr. Lind has just
received a letter from Admiral Chester W. Nimitz,
stating:

"I pbelieve that your study presents the most
thoughtful and accurate picture of the situation
in these 1slands that I have yet seen, and I hope
that you will continue your studies in this
respect.” ,

Sincerely yours,

Charles F. Loomis




Advisory Board Members and Friends:

Ferhaps you are not very familiar with the work of this committes. One rsason
for this is that its work has not been publicized. However, we want you to know
what it is doing and trying to do. This news~letter, the first of many, is to
help you get acquainted with the committee and In turn to give the committee a
chance to know you and win your help. At a later date, ws ghall send you a resume
of our activities to date and a copy of cur purposss,

During the pest we have assisted the Army in securing volunteers, assisted
in the Spesk American end Serve in Silence Campaigns, helped organize the V.V.V
promoted the Bombs on Tokyo Campaign, assisted the Blood Bank, counseled
in their readjustment to war, assisted similar groups in other islends, h 1
the sale of war bonds, rendered %ervice ©o femilies of evacuses, and have cocungsi
and assisted many individuals. |

Colonel Fielder will at a sébﬂequeni meeting speak to the entire Adv
ommities.

Board about the past and present ?ork of the Emergency Service ¢

i
The Rising Tide of Anti-Japanes: Feeling in Honolulu

e s

erhapas elaewhere in the Territory. This feeling seems to be dirscted parti
P 2

againgt the younger citizens of J%p&nese extraction. "Cocky",
"ungrateful” ars some of the words being used to express this feeling.
slow~down tactics of the H.R.T. drivers, the walk-out at cne of the local ch
firms, and other labor difficultiés including the shortage of maids and othe:
domestic help have served to accentuate this feeling.

A few days ago, at our invitation, Mr. Talter F. Dillingham, a very pro;
business leader in Honolulu, spoke to the committee snd its advigory board memhbe:

He told us about this growing "anti-Japanese" feeling even among some of the prominant

There is unquestiomably a growing "enti-Japanege” feeling in Honolulu

haole leadsrs in the community who have been our friends and supporters. If you
were at the meeting, you know what he said. If rot, we want you to kno

was not only greatly disturbed at the way some of his own employees of

ancestry have treatsd him but was expressing the fesling of many of the

and civic leaders in the community.

Here is a challenge for all of ua. There is no use arguing about who
fie might just as well be realistic about the whole situation and face it
find it. We must all remember that we sink or swin togethsr Under the
war psychology, the unfortunate actions of & few people of Japaneae
bring discredit to the whole group. It won't teke very many incide
firee of racial hatrsd. Lveryone must watch his step. It won't
riot to start a string of them.. One single case of sabotage may
repetition of the California experiment in Hawaii.

Each one of us must.try ow constant best to educate our men and women
aware of theae problems and to actively urge in them an individual senas of
responsibility for careful conduct at all times; loyalty to our friends and
employers, giving our best in work, speaking American, being courteous at
in short, by being American in thought and ir dec

No Time To Be Complacent
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is more noticeable and certainly most irritating

As wounded servicemen return from the Pacific, and families suffer the agony
of death, anti-~Jepanese (eeling is bound to grow. The cross we shall bear will
prove the best in each one of us. C(Certainly, the leadership among us must not
fail. Should we not agaln so highly consecrate our livee personally that thosse
who believe in us and trust us will continue to have faith in the American Ideal?
We cannot become complacent at any time. Thousaunds of our boys are now serving
in the Army. Most of them ere in combat units fighting or preparing to fight
our enemies. Ve owe it to them to keep our home front intact.

Recently there has been orpgmunized a Blood Bank Subcommittee. Will you help
in this effort? Call our office, 67464, or Clifton H. Yamamoto, chairman, at
6221 and give your list of blood donors. Blood donors have been few among us.

In proportion to the whole population and certainly from the standpoint of the
group who will need and use blood meat in the event of an air blitz, our particular
racial group would be the largest. Our record in this field has been most
noticeably bad. Wer bonds are an investment, gifts of money by those who can
afford it is not a great burden, but giving blood is certainly one of the

deepest personal contributions one can give in our wer effort. Will you help?

Will you get your feamily and friends to help?

We Nesd Your Help

There are many other things we want to discuss with you. However, space
limits us. We shall have intersating bits of information for you from time to
time. We also want you to keep us informed. Ve need your ideas, your counsel,
and above all, your active support. We cannot reach all of the people we muzt
reach except through your help. In our succeeding letters, we shall have mors
gpecific sugrestions on how we may better cooperete.

Members of the Committee

For your information, the members of the Emergency Service Committes are
Katauro Miho, chelirman; kiasa Ketegiri, sxecutive secretary; Dr. Robert Komenaka,
treasurer; Dr. Ernest Mural; Dr. James Kuninobu; Mitsuyuki Kido; Dr. Shunzo
Sakamalki; Baron Y. Goto; Iwmo kiyake; Walter Mihata; Stenley Miyemoto and Shigso
Yoshida. Pvt. Mesaji Marumotc and Cept. Katsumi Kometani are in active service.

Our office is in the adult building of the Nuuanu Y.M.C.A. Our telephone
nutber is 67464. Give us 2 call or come in to discuss ocur mutual problems.

#Will you help ua?

Sincerely yours,
EMERGENCY SERVICE COMMITTEE

By

FATSURC MIBRO, CHATRMAN




