


We burned them
The second question was "Did
To this question

worship him,"
mmber stated that the Japanese emperor
god because he represented his deceased

"Although we have
He eats as we do,

worship the Japanese emperor as a
h%:pdcm-m.
you

was as followss
human being just like us.

8
8
=

m
m 2y _.,u m
B 11!
w mhmlm Hi

HER TIETH _MMMMm




: 85, m/,m | _
bk
Lt N,mmmh i i :w mﬂw
m i m...mn,m. % it mmw“m j
: 8 T
il ? il B :
u?_ il mmm il il

1_ m
5 Mwm i o swm ma i f

1
m_d “ mu m w«.ww WMM¢ m mm“ ww m

i
d



w
: “m
mwnu n
h_uw bw
wuammn.u

& “_..: “
.mmmmu

m_m Hir

hdp

iRl

mwpbmm
3
m nmmwm

mhmmm mmM~_mmm

m [

i
3.1 ,um 2
393 Y m

sl :
f e
mmmwﬂ _ Wm.,mm

mh m ‘) m
mﬁm_, u“u I _w

ummnu

mmm _mmaau

It .& m ww
m m m_mw muum
wmdﬁm mme M mm
i M

qm““nwwm M_mm wd www m_ ”mwmwﬂwmm
mM_ b mmm mnhm m_NMMm_mw ke ummwmmm
it mmmm T udmmmm.,b_




1ygad s34 ¥ Imil
hmmww it b i
ma m mmm,@
mmmm m mMMa m m m MWuw m
T H ?;@ iy
mmm Mmm aplzgs it i mm
' _ mm m ummn m m m mmmm umum
L M,: ”m.m %Ew ii?

31t mm
.:mm.m it i mr ,E.,mw mm m_mm?;
mm w.

o il ikl
mm m{ mm

uma _um M mme
” B HH “mw_wmm_ Tk mnddm HARTE

L]

1 <~ Tenrikyo is a Shinto sect, whiech is very similer to Christian Science in its

attitude toward sickness and its faith healing,
2 == Part of the traditional ceremony of edoption or marriage consists of symbolie

death, indicating that the person is dead as far as his or her paremtal family is
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loyalty is for America, the pattern of their reaction and inter-
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the cause for lack of incentive among the peasant class and
their fate,
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and humen- in the persen of the emperor is rather a new idea,
of indoctrination of this mythical concept of the emperor being since about twelve
years ago, the bulk of the Hawaii-Jspanese had already left Japan by that time.
They did not go through the period of systematic indoetrination of the past 10
years as school children or even as members of young people's patriotic assoeiafd.onn.
The fact that the bulk of the alien Japsnese in Hawaiil did not have much formal
education is another explanation for their vagueness of their own ideghf gods and
human beings including the emperor, Their schooling is very mesger. Not many went
to the 6th, grade, Many of them went only as far as the sedond or third grade,
This 1s true of men too, It must be understood that the majority of the Hawaii~
Japanese came from the least favored peasant class in Japean economically and soeially,
Of eourse these people were exposed to the propaganda from Japan through the mags- ‘
zines and newspapers from Japan, They could read kana or slphabet which was at-
tached to the Chinese characters, They were also exposed to the visitors from Japan
who boasted their "national spirit", But these did not clarify their vagueness
about the emperor and gods as the systematic drilling of minds in schools wonld,

Many of these women visited Japan once since they came to Hawaii, But
visiting their relatives did not provide them with muech indoctrination, They must
have been impressed as onlookers by the seriousness of the people. But the mmerous
expressions revealed that they seemed to have been more impressed by the scarsity
of materisl comfort and goods such as food, fuel and clothing, It seemed that
they had very little concern about the political state of Japean even while visiting
there, Their lack of interest regarding the political state of the country is
quite wnderstandable when we realize their experience in their past, In their
old country, throughout the lives of their forefathers different regimes came and
went, To their class the changes in the political world made very little difference,
The bulk of the Japanese peasants did not worry gbout who became their leaders in
the govermment, unless their immediate 1life was affected by it, Their lot was to
obey. It was only in the life time of their parents that the authorities over their
lives were transferred from their feudsl lords to the emperor. Many of them in
their old villages still talked sbout the events during the reign of their old feu-
dsl masters when they left Japan 20 or 30 or 40 years ago, After they came to
Hawaii their legal, economiec, educational, cultural and social status permitted
them to stay out of the inner c¢ircle of even psychological participation in the
politicel affairs of the eountry.

Whether their transfer of their devotion to the President may or may not
appear to be merely for self-protection, the fact that they came to rely upon the
picture or a symbolic representatitbn of the President for their protection is signi-
ficant, no matter how crude and naive their attitude is. Their psychological habit
plus their traditional role of dependence upon others for protact.ion made it natural
ani irresistable for them to find a snbatitute at hlnd
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Mr, John H, Frovinse, Chief
Commmity Menagement Divisgion
War Relocation Authority
Washington, D, C,

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a copy of the study I made on the religious
concepts of the alien Japanese in Hawaii, This was to explain
a certain portion of my previous paper. Although it is limited
to our local commnity, it might be taken as representative of the
religious attitudes of the Japanese peasants in general, I hope
that it will be of some use to you,

Yourg sincerely,

«

Yukiko Kimura(Miss)




Tukiko Kimura
International Institute
Honolulu Y,W,C,A,

March 20, 1943

A SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF SOME EFFECTS OF THE WAR STITUATION
UPON THE ALIEN JAPANESE IN HAWALI

(This article excludes the Christian Japanese, This also excludes the)
(second generation whose experiences and problems require a separate study. )

1., _Sense of extreme insecurity
With the outbreak of the war the Japanese people became the most isola-

ted portion of the commmity psychologically. The situation undermined the whole
goeial stratum, The Japanese who had been in a more secure position economically,
socially, and psychologically then the more recent immigrant groups became sude
denly the most insecure ethnic group, Their status as a group dropped to the bot-
tom of the social strata with a new and distasteful identification with the enemy
country, The atmosphere of desolation was prevalent in their community during the
early period of observation, ILoss of vitality was felt generally and there was an
appearance of cessation of all the functions normal to a society,
An extreme degree of fear was present, Their first reaction to a

stranger was fear, fear of being questioned; fear of being suspected; fear of

facing the unknown; fear of being accused of being Japanese, "What is going to

become of us" seemed to be the question everyone had, There was a fear of punish-
ment because the country with which their legal status and their cultural back-
ground were identified had committed the unforgivable crime, Their state of mind
was comparable to that of a oriminal waiting for a severe punishment for a major
offense. There was a projection of exaggerated imagination regarding the punish-

ment, Their typical mechanism of accommodation was a negative retiring one,
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"We are afraid. We don't now what to do, Even our own children don't let us go
out, If we go out, we would be the focus of hate and revenge. So we stay in the
house" was the often expressed feeling, In a sense their retiring attitude was a
kind of solf-inflicted punishment and at the same time it was to reduce embarrass
ment,

In connection with the self=inflicted punishment, mental collapse and
suicide may be mentioned, because both of these symptoms are prevalent in their
old country in the extreme situations, whether it is as a deliberate act of
punishing themselves or a device for saving face and reducing embarrassment or a
gign of the individual's inability to face the reality. But the report of the
Honolulu Police Department shows no significant increase of suicide due to the
war situation.l Dr. Edwin E, McNeil of the Mental Clinic of the Board of Health
also revealed a negligible increase in mental cases among the Japanese during the

past year, This is so unlike the Japanese, One explanation of this may be that

the Japanese who immigrated to Hawaii had been less concorned about the "face

saving" measures in their old country, as they belonged to the class whose fate

was in the hands of their feudal lords or upper classes.

2, _Role of rumor and superstition

The offectiveness of rumor is apparent when the whole group feels inse-
cure. Rumor is always accompanied by an exaggerated imagination, In this sense
rumor is a projection of a collective imagination, Such excited collective feel-
ing produces irrational behavior because it excludes rational thinking on the

part of the individuals. When the rumor of mass evacuation of the Japancse to the

1--During the year 1942 therc were 15 cases of suicide of which only 2 wore due
to the war situation,
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mainland spread in the community, the Japaneso people did not question the authen-
ticity of it, Instead, they rushed to the stores and bought trunks, suitcases and
warm clothes to get ready to be evacuated, Only the official guarantec of securit]

brought them to rational thinking, Along with rumor was the effectiveness of

superstitions., The wide spread story of an appearance of a half-humon animal

which was considered as an evil omen made practically cvery Japanesc family eat
their riee cooked with red beans as a protective measure to avoid the oncoming
peril, In an extreme situation of insecurity the whole community becomes a crowd

incapable of rational thinking and action,

3, Effects of the loss of traditional leadership and definitions of situations,

The Japanese people had been confined in their ghetto socially as well
as psychologically., Their social behavior had been defined mainly by the autho-
rities and the leadership within the ghetto, such as the pricsts of the Buddhist
and Shinto temples and the language school teachers as well as the morec aggressivo
| members of their ghetto who attained the status of leadership, With the war all
these leaders were gone, The elimination of the functions of the religious insti-
tutions is hard on their morale, It meant that the so;fcc of protection and sccu-
rity became suddenly the source of anxicty and danger, Taking away from the Japa-
nese the material conveniences and comforts is less likely to affect their morale,
They were used to material destitution in their old country, Even mental domina-
tion by others is less likely to cause them anxiety., Rather without a domineering
guidance, they feel lost., Freedom and initiative arc appreeciated only by those
who ¥mow what they are, These conceéts arc outside the experiences of the Japa=~
nese people, Hence they don't miss them. But the domineering control or guidance

is greatly missed by them, The olimination of the functions of the religious
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institutions meant, therefore, the loss of official guidance and of the defini-
tion of situations of their social life,

In such a case, where the usual definition of gituations has become
entirely useless and therc has been no time yet for a new scheme to develop, the
natural accommodation is shrinking from action, Even without the war gituation,
if the usual definition of situation becomes invalid, there is a state of uncer-
tainty, or even breakdown in the personality organization, as in the casc of a
new arrival in a foreign community before he acquires a new scheme of life fitted
to his new environment. But in such a situation the immigrant has a certain mental
preparation for change and to that extent there is readincss which reduces the
degree of shock of change, Even if the introduction of the new standard is com=
paratively fast, there is a process gradual enough for one to acquire the new
stondard., But in the case of the Japanese, because thc circumstance permitted
their segregation within their ghetto up to the last moment, there was no inter-
mediate process. The process of gradual penetration of the new element was absent,
Usually the change in a community starts from the outer side, the force of change
gradually penetrating toward the center where the sacred institutions are effect-
ive. The breakdown of the old control of the community is through those who have
come in contact with the outside world and its new definitions of situations.
Instead, the center of the control and the authority which had guaranteed them
security suddenly became ineffeetive, The sources of gocial sanction and stand-
ards of their social behavior within their group became not only invalid but ob=
jectionable. They had to acquire overnight the American standard of behavior,

They had to act suddenly according to a pattern beyond their usual experiences.

While these alien Japanese expected a change, it was the change in the

seeond and third generation descendants and not in themselves, In faect one of the
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main reasons for the retardation of Americanization of the first gencration is
their traditional_pabit of realizing their ambitions through their offspring.
Therofore, while they invested a groat deal of psychological encrgy as well as
monetary resources in their children for achieving their ambitions, they have
never thought of Americanization on their own part, They have continuecd to aeccept
their role as inevitable fate. Therefore.thero was no mental preparedness for
change on their part, Not only the suddermess of change but the war situation

which rejects everything Japanesc roquired a total abandonment of their usual

~ mode of behavior and thinking, including their language and clothing, Clothing

ghey did change overnight., But the language takes a longer time to acquire,

Othor habits are worse off, A gradual process of getting out of their traditional
habits of 1lifc is a healthy sign of their assimilation into a larger cultural or
gocial pattern, In the absence of such a process, one is apt to try the mechanisi
nmown to him in his past experiences even for an adjustment to a new gituation,

But the practice of their traditional way is objectionable. Thereforc, the nega=-

tive adjustment of "not to act" is the only one which can be applied to one's

behavior,

Ordinarily when no help is found in the physical and matorial circum=
stances people try to depend on religious and spiritual assistance as the last
resort, But as this last resort was felt dangerous and tabu, their mental mocha-
nism of adjustment was a negative onc, TWhen anything which they consider sacred
and as posscssing a supremc power and the source of their existence is labelled
as being dangerous, 1ifo itsclf becomes uprooted. Ofton in an extreme situation
of insecurity such as this, whorc the tradi;ionul mode of cxpression is restrained,

or

therc is a possibility of finding an outlet/such suppressed cmotional states in

the form of an expressive religlous movement. But the prorequisit of such a move=
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mont is an oxeited cmotional state of the group, Since any gathering of the alicne
was not permitted, they cscaped the formation of such cmotional gatherings, More=-
over, as their traditional religious institutions became the source of danger,
there was both conscious and unconscious avoidance of identifying themselves with
their religion or religious groups. Tﬁis faet also contributed toward their
ghrinking attitude,

L. _ Desire for change in the chological mechanism

The fear of being identified with anything Japancsc and a strong desire
to bocome like non-Japanese are capable of foreing one to perform an act which
he is not accustomed to practice, This is partly for sclf protection but also for
the reason that any normal individual would choosc to be identified with somothing
agrocable to others, Such a casual cxpression as "You arc lueky to have been born
herc, I cnvy you" in thc coursc of eonvergations among the Japancsc reveals their
irmermost desire for boing identificd with America, In such a case self-conscious~
noss is greatly roduced, Moreover, it beeame casicr for them to accept and pract-
ice thec new way now than before, because no onc in the Japanese commmity would
dare to critieizc such a change, Everyonc must change, They all have to live and

act like Americans,

The same soeial expericneco, however, does not nocessarily produce tho

gamo effeet in different individuals, The important phasc is the roaction pattern
to the cxperience, which roveals their subjoctive cxporicnces, In the homogeneous
group where convention is the controlling factor, the reaction of the individuals

is habituated so that cveryonc in tho group responds to the same social gtimuli

in the samec pattern sot by the convention, This means that the reaction pattern
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depends upon tho strongth of the convention. On the othor hand the relaxation of
convention deponds upon the extent and naturc of contact with the outside world.l
This means that even tho transfer of their old attitude to a positive helpfulness
4o the larger community occurs in the pattern of their old cxporiences, Transfer
of loyalty or attachment is casior than changing their psychological pattern or
mechanism, The new loyalty or attachment is oxpressecd through the traditional
channel, In other words it is cxpressed in the ways onc is accustomed to, In
this scnso, although the shift of loyalty or attachment is a positive and definite
sign of the process of assimilation, it is not the final process. When tho psycho-
logical mechanism and ‘tho resultant intcrpretation become thoroughly in accordance
with the patterns practiced by the peoplo in the larger commmnity, assimilation
bocomes morc thorough, Loyalty or attachment is a conscious proccss while tho
psychological mechanism is an unconscious opcration. Theroforc it is quitc possi~
ble for a forcignor or newly arrived immigrant to be loyal to America without
changing his old psychological mechanism, Most of the older Japancsc have dove-
loped o strong attachment to Hawaii, They will be loyal to America, But their

psychologiecal mochanism of responsc is in their old way. In othor words they have

; transferred their loyalty to the Progidont of tho United States from tho Japanosc

Emperor, In their concoptual pattern, however, the President is more like a god
than a person, An example of this is rovealed in such a gtatcmont as onc by an
clderly woman speaking of hor drcam of the American soldicrs in a battleficld,

She said, "Now I know that thosc honorable soldicrs beeamc the gods to protoct

1--For this rcason it is natural that the sccond genoration who have wider con-
tacts then their parents have different patterns of reaction.
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this country. So, I am sure that America will win, I bow toward the south (indi=
eating the Southern Pacific) cvery cvening and give my prayer for this country,"
This coneeption is typically Shintoistic. But her loyalty is for America, Thus
the psychological mechanism takes a longer time to changc than an attitude, be-
causc it requires a natural, unconscious process of interaction with the indigenous
people of the land, Sometimes intensive intcraction for a short time hastens the
process of change in the psychological mechanism; as in the case of a lonc foreig-
ner mingling among thc native people., Even in such a case there must be a posi-
tive attitude or liking on the part of the foreigner, which prompts him to imitate
or adopt the native mode of behavior and thinking, If there is a negative atti-
tude on his part, no matter how closc his physical distance to the native pecople
is, his reaction is negative; there is no positive intcraction, and his psycholo~
gical mechanism remains unchanged, Therefore loyalty or attachment precedes the
change in the more decp-rooted psychological patterns or mechanisms in the indivi-

dual,

Reve, of authority of contro home

Previous to the war thc Japanosc parcnts assumed a domincering rolc in

the family discipline. Most children accepted such parental control as inevitable

although unwelcome, As long as the traditional definitions persisted and worked,
there was little chancc for the sccond gencration to apply the new definitions to
their rclations to their parents. The war situation reversed thesc parent-child
' roles overnight. The traditional definitions became considered contrary to the
American ideals and standard of behavior, Their parents, not having acquired the
definitigns of their adopted country, have no authority to give guidance to their
children, They are in the category of the enemy alien, while their children arc

the eitizens. Their second generation sons and daughters werc by eircumestances
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forced to assume authority over the conduct of the first generation members of
their families. The parcnts have to obey their children, They have to depend upon
the interpretations of their children, particularly with respect to the regulations
concerning the conduet of encmy aliens, This resulis in a radical disruption of
the traditional roles of the membors of the family and changes the status between
the two genorations, For the sakc of safety and convenicnee the alion percnts

now profer to transfer their property or business to their citizen children, In
many instances their children became the legal heads of their busincss., TWhere
therc were only daughters, the parents werc forced to give up their old concoption

of inforior status of women and let them run their business., Children on the other

hand realize thoir position in the American sense more clearly than beforc and show

their independence overtly. Such diseiplinary pressurc as "Don't tolk in Japanesec,”
"don't use the telephonc, becausc you don't speak English," or "don't wear a kimond’ '
or "don't bow like a Japancse," indicates the reversed roles at home,

In the coursc of such a shift of authority, as the process was very sud-~
den and the people were unprepared, broakdown in the behavior of the children is
inevitable, The children who disliked the Japancse diseipline, particularly such
a rostrictive custom as obedience to tho parents, became very articulate in showing
disrcgard for it, Duc to the fact that anything Japancsc became the focus of hatc,
they consciously and unconsciously feel the approval and whole=hcarted sanction of
the larger community concerning their disrcgard of the former parental diseiplinc,
Anything their parents might disapprove may be refuted by "American custom", Radi-
cal reduction of parcntal authority plus the cxistence of a disproportionately
large mumber of males in the population of the commmity crcates new problems for

girls, The increasing trend of juvenile delinquency among tho Japancsc boys in
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comparison to the general decreasing trend is also an indication of the reduction

of the parental au.thority.2 To many young people the status of being the children

of enemy aliens causes frustration, particularly when they have to face denial of
employment or other rightful privileges., Their rebellious attitude toward the
parental discipline is often their unconscious act of blaming their parents for
such handicaps,

Another factor which reduces the parental authority is the English lang-
uage. The Japanese language spoken among the Japanese is now extremely discouraged,
publicly and privately. Therefore the parents have to learn English, Having to
learn the language of their children from the most elementary stage is an humili-
ating experience, particularly when their inadequate expressions have to be cor-
rected by their children, On the other hand approval or disapproval of the child-
ren bears a great deal of weight, Such expressions as, "My daughter encourages me
to come to work for the Red Cross," or "My children feel that I am doing well in
English" show a great degree of appreciation and a new valuation by the first gene-

ration of the moral support of their children,

" Changing attitude in the first generation.

Along with the reversal of authority between the generations, the chang~
ing attitude in the first generation must be mentioned, Proviously direct partici-
pation of the Japanese women in the larger community was almogt nil, Even when the

organization was strietly of women, such as the dressmakers association, the majo-

2-~Captain Ray lladison of Crime Prevention Division of Honolulu Police Department
revealed over one and half times more cases of juvenile delinquency among the
Japanese in 1942 than those in 1941, Gambling is more than three times the
number in 1941. Part of this increase seems to be due to the free hours after
school, which the children used to spend at the language schools previously.
Some positive program by the group work agencies will certainly reduce this
problen to a great extent,
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rity of the officers were their husbands, While the women did the work, men admin-
istered the business, Men preferred to keep their wives in the inferior role,
Americanization which meant equality of men and women was particularly rejected by
the alien males. They urged their women to keep the womanly quality of Japan and
restricted them to staying at home, Women themselves were also conservative about
Americanization, knowing nothing about the status of American women in their owm
experiences., But now with the forces of rejecting anything which has a mark of
Japan and urging Americanization, men cannot exercise the same authority over their
wives as formerly, Even the most selfish husband is forced to conform to the sen-
timent and the practice of the wider community and encourage the women to partici-
pate in commmity service. This means that, while the status of women in their
homes and in the Japenese community has not changed, there is apparent freedom for
them, In many instances their husbands become very interested in what they are

doing and give positive assistance to their volunteer work,

This type of trend illustrates the fact that the alien Japanesc have a

strong desire to be trusted and included as useful and contributing elements to

the common cause, in addition to their desire to be jdentified with America, The
experiences in the neighborhood service clubs of the Y.W,C.A. reveal their psycho-
logical development through their direct participation in the community service.
Not only is there this psychological reaction, but by thus working as a part of

the larger community they have now a chance of associating with non-Japanese peoplc,
Formerly their contact with non-Japanese persons, particularly the haole people or
so~called Americans, was superficial and secondary in nature as in the relatione
ships of customer-trader or employer-employec or mere strangers on the streets.

But now they meet many haoles as friends who are interested in them as persons,
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In this sense such experiences as being invited to the homes of the haole members
of the Y.W.C.A, is very holpful, Had there been such opportunities for these
women at the beginning when they came to Hawail as the picture brides 25, 30, or
L0 years ago, there would have been less of a problem of assimilation, While therc
has been a great deal of effort for Amerieanization of the second generation, both
the Japanese and the larger community ignored the importance of Americanization
of the first generation, So, they remained psychologically outside the fence of
the American community, Now the whole community as well as the Japanese themselves
want to Americanize the Japanese,

Another experience through the Y,.W.C.A. neighborhood service clubs is

the tronsfer of their old dependence upon their traditional institutions to non=-

Japanese organizations.3 Along with the transfer of their dependence, there is a

process of development of the sense of being at casc with the non-Japanese insti-
tutions, Thus the very fact that the Japanesec community became a leaderless group
is helpful for their wider contact,-becausc their dependence is now upon the
leadership of the wider community including its agencies and the governmental

authorities,

Zs Digsolution of cliques and factions.

Tn this connection the dissolution of the cliques and factions within
the Japanesc community may be mentioned, The war situation affected everybody
equally. Belonging to a "hotter" clique does not guarantee their security or

prestige any more, Evidently everyonc in the same neighborhood goes to the same

3-~Such matters as contributions toward all outside organizations, family and
personal problems and even problems coneerning the ashes and the graves of the
decoased members of their familics are brought to the Y.W.C.A. for congultation,
Other social work agencies also revealed increased spontancous cooperation of
the Japanese clients,
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group to work for Red Cross, ctc, Their getting together in this way has a purposc
far boyond the small competition of their cliques., Their chief concern has become
the greater goal of meeting the needs of national cmergeney and serving their
country., In this scnsc the participation in the larger community is a wholesome

unifying factor for the Japancsc,

8. Sharing memorics and tradition of the country as a helpful
deviec for in=-group experiencos.

211 these indicate that the creation of in-group fecling contributes to
a groat extent toward the process of assimilation. In other words feeling of being
accopted in the fraternity creoates in the individuals relaxation of formality and
increased desire for further contribution toward the common good of the fratoernity.
On the other hand, the exclusion and the individuals' subjective reactions to it
not only hinder their desire for participation but also cncourage them to segre=-
gate themselves from the larger community and fhcroby force them to form a sepa-
rate in-group with an intensé defensive psychological set-up,

If assimilation means the process by which an individual or a group is
incorporated into the common cultural life by acquiring the-memorics, sentiments
and attitude of the group by sharing the tradition and history,A the Japanesc
people should have a chance of sharing the memories and history of America. Perhaps
this helps the Japancse to appreciate Ameriea more than any other experiences.
Appreciation of thelpast is more in accordance with the psychological habit of the

Japanese, The Japanese people particularly value their historical heroes, To

L~=Park and Burgesj Introduction to the Science of Sociology, p 735
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transfer this appreciation, the stories of the lives of the great men of America
mst bo introduced to them, Such introduction will help them to rcalize that
Amorica too haos heroes who made their country of today possible and that they arc
benefited by the fruits of their services. The idea of freedom or equality is
forcign to the past experiences of the Japancse and thercfore difficult to under=-
stand, But the sacrifices and services of the historical heroes holp them to
appreciate America, Any value is appreciated only within the framework of one's
ovm oxperiences. There was no concept of freedom in the American sense in the
Japancse cultural values. Freedom to most Japanesc means freedom from moral
rostroint. Thercfore it is identified with degeneration. Through the concept

of freedom or equality, therefore, America cannot be understood by the Japanese.
There has been no process for them to acquire this now concept and make it intel-
ligible, But through the storics of the great men and women of the past ineluding
the founders of the country, American ideals can be instilled into the minds of
the alien Japanese very successfully and they will be appreciated, Tho concept of
hero is within their mental experiences, By way of what they arc accustomed to,

the new concept will be introduced casily and naturally. Appreciation of new

values must be introduced through the old psychological mechanism in order to make

it intelligible and effective,

9, Knowledge of custom encourages participation,

The common language is the only meons of direect commmication, It makes
the ine~group experience more positive. English of the average alien Japanesc is
still in the stage of gymbolic sounds, The combination of certain different sounds

arc considered expressing certain different meanings. But o languagc develops
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associated attitudes and mode of expression peculiar to the eulturc, If the lang-
uage is still in the symbolic stage, there is no accompaniment of these factors,
Therefore, while learning to speak English helps to bring the aliens into the same
sphere of experience as others, until therc develops within them the same mode of
expression and attitudes as those of the rest of the population, their communica-
tion still lacks in the real process of interaction and remains within the realm
of formality. Therefore English teaching must include the teaching of American
oustoms and ways of thinking and feeling. Mhile the language itself may not be

perfect, a knowledge of the standards of behavior reduces their sclf-consciousncss.

This in turn encourages their mingling with others and their more positive parti-

cipation in the larger community.

10, Increaged in-group experiences through the natural and personal contacts,

Their cxperiences with the American commumity is increasingly widened
by more personal and informal and natural contacts. Often through their children
who are studying on the moinland but more often by mere chance, many of the Japa=
nese families came to know American boys who are in the armed forces as family
friends. Thesc boys do not treat them as social inferiors and they behave not
very differently from their own sons, The discovery that thesc haolc boys came
from varied economic and social backgrounds, and that not all of them speak king's
English, reduces the so=called "inferiority complex" of the Japanesc and makes
them feel comfortable in mixing with them, Such an expression as, "T talk pigeon
but they understand me and they don't mind it. They come to our house often and
have meals with us," or "Yes, I let them come in and help themselves to the kit-
chen and ice box", or "When he comes, he mows the grass in our yard and minds my
baby while I cook", indicates the natural nature of their contacts. Casual con-

versations also reveal the development of friendship with the families which entor-
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tained their sons at Camp McCoy. Evidently letters and parcels arc frequently
exchanged, Although the letters have to be written by their daughters or younger
sons, the fact that such friendship has been exchanged between the families, not
as Japanese but as the parents of the boys, is most favorable, Such experience
is extremely helpful toward their positive identification with America., In fact
for the first time the whole Japanese community became keenly mainland-conscious
because of the news of the experiences of the boys at Camp McCoy. They greatly
appreciate the treatment their sons are receiving, They vicariously live through

the kindness shown to their sons, nephews, etc.

Incidently, the proudest families in the Japanese community arc those

which have sons in the U,S, armed forces, Their relatives and friends share the
pride of those families., Such informal remarks as, "Mr, S has two sons in the
Army ond his three other sons have volunteered," or "Mrs. A's son-in-law has been
promoted to the rank of sergeant", or "My son has three stripes now", or "In our
neighborhood eight boys have voluntecred", indicate their general feeling of pride,
On the other hand the families which have only daughters arc extremely apologetic.
This whole experience is not totally new to the alien Japanese, In fact this expe-
rience fits exactly in the traditional pattern of their appreciation, Therefore,
in a sense they arc expericncing a real satisfaction, In their old country all
the boys are to be dedicated to the cause of the country. They don't belong to
the parents in the last analysis, Therefore, parents are well prepared, Such a
casual statement as, "I gave my sons to this country., I am very satisfied and
proud", or "Of course, once he is in the army he must not think of coming back in
safety. I won't have him return as a coward", or "I am prepared to nurse my son
if he comes back erippled, That is the small part I can share with him in his

service to his country", reveals their attitudes,
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The foregoing onalysis means that physical security does not guarantece
their scnse of security. The real sense of security is felt when they feel that
they are trusted and allowed to take part in the common causo of the larger in-
group, oven if it meens risking their lives. Mastery of the English language and
acquisition of now habits by the alien Japanese may lag behind their spirit and
desire. But their in-group participation has replaced their feeling of fear of
the early period by a strong confidence in the leadership and administration of
the United States government, In this sense the whole process of their experi-
ences has helped to solve a greater part of the so-called Japanese problem in

Hawaii, which the last three quarter or half century could not solve, because the

positive identification with America is the primary factor in the process toward

assimilation,

This article is to appear in SOCIAL PROCESS IN HAWAII published by the University
of Hawaii.
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Since the war broke out 211 the social work

agencies beceme many times busier than before. The
work of the Y.W.C.A. is no exception. Farticularly the
department called International Institute to which I
belong has been very busy assisting the aliens, families
to be evacuated, individuals to be repatriated, etec.
This department also started neighborhood service c¢lubs
in 19 different areas in Honolulu to help the alien
Japenese women to participaste in community service such
as sewing and kn'tting for Red Cross, 0.C.D., day care
centers (for children for working mothers) other civilian
hospitels, etc. They have made over 700 cuilts for the
evacuation centers under 0.C.D; they also made several
thousend slipprers for nevy end army hospitals; operating

s, hospitel gowns, curteins, bed spreeds, hundreds
of knitted articles sre smono those they mede. But
aside from the meterisl help they contritute, the forme-
tion of these service c¢lubs helped them psychologfecally.
Being included as part of the participating portion of
the community and belng considered useful were very help-
ful to their morale, When they feel that they sre being
useful and treing trusted their willincness becomes more
positive, This helrs thelr serse of security too,
After all they are the pesrents of the Amerfcaen cttizens
and therefore they sre closer to Americe In blood than
to Japan. Since September I em officially permitted
to discontinue my study for the duration., So I am working
full time and kept aquite busy.




