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PRESSURE GROUFPS AND THE WARTIME DISPOSITIUN OF TER
JAPARRCE-AMERICAN CORUUNITY OF THE WEET COAST

The bombs which airplenss of Jupan dropped on Pearl Harbor on
that "day of infamy” in December 1541, had spocial consequences for
those humers with Japanese {aces who wers then residents of the three
states along the Pacific Coast of the United States. Within nine
months 110,000 such peopld s twoethirds of them Americen citizens, wore

compelled by the United Sj€tes Army, under authority grented by the

o, g o . "
President, to rembve from Califernia, OUregon and Washingbon. 4t first

the Army ordered evacuation from only smell areas surrounding strategic
installations. The few thousand people affected muved outside the
prosoribed areas te destinations of their own chooslnge Within a few
wooks, however, and in the face of an epparently disintegrating military
situation in the Pacifio, arcused reglonal opinion and sn harassed
Commanding Ceneral forsed wpon the ¥sr and Justice Uepartments & peliey
ofy first, mass evaouation and then mass detention. The detontion began
in so-oalled Assembly Centers snd pasced from them intoe ten sendepermansnt
Relocation Centers, two of which were in Califernis, twe in Arisouns, two
in Arkanses, and ons each in CUeolorade, Idaho, Utal, and Viyoming.

Barly in 1943 the War Reloostion Authority, the agency charged
with the sdmimistration of the Helocation Centers, launched & poliocy of
resettlements Individuals whe fulfilled prescribed conditions were
pormitted and enccursged to leave the centers to re-snter normal American
life anywhere ocutside the Vestern Uvfense Command, Approximately one-third
of the evacuees eventually teok this path out of confinement.

Un Decamber 18, 1844, the ¥War Department rescinded the order

ding Japanese and Japenese Americans from the Western Defense Command,




By liovember 15, 1945, all Relocation Centers were expty and closed,
Approximately one-half of this American minority returned immediabtely
to the Pacific Coasty an as yot undetermined number of others have
returned sinces

Americans Betraye# (University of Chicage Press, Chicago, 1948)

by Morten Gredzins is & history of the pressures, events and thinking
which led to the gowvernment's decision to order mass evacuation and
detentione MNr. Grodzins is currently preparing a history of the
War Relocation Authority whish will continue the emphasis of the sbove
volune on the soclology of he decision-making process in government.
Professors tenbroeck, ¥atson and Sarmhart of the Univeraity of California
have prepared a study (presently .at the sublisher) of the pelicy develope
ments of evaocuation, confinement and resettlement and an analysis of
the conatitutional charaoter of the litlgation arising therefroume

The effects of evasuation, corifinement and resettlement on e

ovacuees have been the object of imbtensive study b, soecisl scientists.

Simultaneous with the evacuation progess an Evacuation and Resettlement

Study group was organiged at the Unlversity of Califernia under the
diroction of ur, Vorothy Swaine Thomas. ITheir daye-by-day on-theo-spot
researches {from 1642 to 1940 resulted in interdisciplinary studlies by

Ure Thomas and her assoclatsa of twe distinct ;rOupé of the evacueen,
Undertaken ss & study in soclology, social anthropolopy, social psychology,

political solence, and econumice, The Spollage (University of California

Fress, Derkeley and Los Angeles, 19468) treats that portion of the immigrant gene
eration which returned to Japan after the war and that group of second generation

evacuoes who renounced their American oitisgenshipe. These were the inhabitents of




Tule Lakes The seoond of Dre Thomas's studies, The Salvage
(University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1952 1),
enslyses in the same interdiseiplinary terms the experiences of
those detained evmcuees who left the centers to resettle in the
Sast and Niddle West before the Army revoked the exclusion order
in December 1544,

Un the initiative of John Collier, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, and Osoar Chapman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior,
the Navy, the Cffice of Indian Affairs, and the War Relocation
Authority jointly operated a research and advisory project group
&t the Colorade River War Relooation Cemter at Peston, Ariszona.
Alexander He lLeighton, direotor of this enterprise in applied

social sclence, has symthesiged {ts results in The Joverning of ilen

(Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1945).

Leonard Bloom and Ruth Hiemer in the book, Hemowval and Return

(University of California Fress, Berkeley end Los Angeles, 1949 ) have
made a substantlal start at andiyving the impsct of the evacuation
episods on the ococupatieonel and socisl status end the economic role

of Japanese and Japanese Americans in California, Oregon and Washington.

Sradford Smith has written a history of Americans from Japen

(U484 Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1948), including those in Hewmii,

thich focuses on the evasustionedetenticneresettlement phencmenone The

first bock published on the Japanese and Japanese American ninerity

after evacuation was Carey lciiilliam's Prejudice, Jupanese Americans!t




Symbol of Racial Intolerance (Little, Brown and Company, Soston, 1944).

It is a gerneral historieal account of the coming

=]

of the Japanese,
their place in West Coast 1life, the growth of hostility against them,
the decision to evacuate them, the peolicies of the War Heloocation
Authority, and the mounting reglonal agitation against the minority
after its evacuation.

These studies of the evacustion decision, of the VWar Relocation

Authority, of Posten, of '

"Salvege” and "Speilage,” of constitutional
and legal implications, and sc on, leave two cutstanding aspects of
the evacuation=dotenticne-resettloment phenomenon largely unexplored.
An interdisciplinary comparative investigation might be made, beyond
thet done by Bloom and Riemsy, of the pre-war and post-war status

of those evacuees who have refturned to the Pagific Vonst. The other
untold story, one which I wish to tell, concerns the activities ofp-

Zn waomy‘o; & a..&..;..‘;,-;w 9 oan
est Uoast pressure gro 1...A’.Lr(n: 1942 to 1946 relative to the "Japanese A W{)

. _ ! : R a,g,mw
problems” Its telling would be giynificant ag a

political and social histeory of #he fest loast, as & chapter in the

it a N H L " X b i 3 : .

estory of "race” relations in the United States, as a chapter in

the story of war on the home front in the United States, and as

a case study in the techniques of opinion mobilization and political PMW w k
lobbying, ‘OLM

Parts of this history have been written., Morton Grodzine in

aw»“"'

Americans Betrayed partially covered the peried up to November 1948,

His forthooming study of the far I tion Authority will touch

upon the topie¢ in the subsequent peried through dar Relocation
Authority archives and in reference to the formetion of VWar Eslocation
Authority policye k : ') 4 &D
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The major Vest Coast privete organigation which worked towsrd

a regtoration of the evacuees to normal American life was the
Coast Cammittee on American Frineiples and Fair Play,

I have written the history of the work of that committes in my
magters thesis, "The Fair Play Comdttees" It was acoepted by the
Claremont Graduste School in 1962,

The list of other pressure groups whese activitica were significant
in the working out of & solution %o the problems ralised by svagustion u"-‘”

includes the American Leglonm, the Veterans of Forelgn Wars, the

ative Sons of the Uolden Best, the Califorunia Jeint Imaigraticn

ittee and a host of less promirent prefessionally patriotioe
organigations, the Communist rarty, chambers of commerce, civie
clubs, sagricultural and marketing assoclations, organizations of
state law enforcemsnt ofiicers, lepislative commitiees, councils
of churches, the American Friends Service Committee, the Fellowship
of Reconciliation, the Amgrican Civil Libderties Umion, labor organisations,
the Los Angeles County Committee >n Human Helations, local counsils
for clvic unity and the Californis Yederation feor Civie Unity., Certain
politicians, public efficials, radic commentetors, and cther individuals
who were uncannected with any specific pressure group will figure
promimently in the stud)

The study of these and other pressure groups and individuals,

as it is presently contemplated, will gonsist of an spalysis of their M?

tq_p.‘{-ud-d‘ activities, membership, finanging, metheds, social pesition, philosophy,
’————-_-—-..,_f‘-“——-"_'——

aims, motives and influsnce on one snothor and in the detemination

of povarnment ;;C;:;Z:p S ML&‘—M 'H-“‘ ‘f\’pﬂpz'fuh
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The pivotal theme will be the confliet ameng three groups of
organigations, radical left, moderate conservative, and radieal w
right, and the ultimate victory of the middle group. '] ow

-——-——-——ll ‘ a . v - ,’,

Initial research will be dome in the archives of the Var Relocation
Authority, in the Congressional Record and the files of individual
lawmakers, in reports and hearings of Cengressicnal commit tees, and,

MM gﬂ-?‘ﬂ-u‘d :

if possible, in pertinent files of the Justice and Far Despartments.
ooty

“herever feasible the research materisls gathored from these archives
and records by Morton Oreodsins will be used, They are available %o
ms in Chicegoe Conferemces have bsen promised by ex-officers of the

r lelooation Authority, ond intorviews with other kay ple will
be selicited, JI‘MW&O%“‘Q MMQMV“Z

{ho main body of the reseersh must be done California, Urepon,
and hashingtone Jeveral of the orgacigations to be studied have
already pledged the availability of these records. I ghall nspsotiat
with the others for similar privileges. In those instdnces
such files are unobtaineble, I 2ll rely on newspapers, interviews
iblications, if any, of the erganiszations in guestion,

ie research will be conducted in the Seattle Fost Intellipencer,

the Portland Oregonian, the San Irancisco Examiner snd the San I'rancisco

Chronicle, the Sagramento Bee and the Fresne Dee, the Los Angesles Times
L} L )

and the lLos Angeles Daily Hews. The locel press will have te he

consulted for coverage of and expression of opinion about men; speeifio

develop ents,
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