
� H H 

: i 

i  i  

BOOK. REVIEWt Paol fl o Ci t i zen. December 28, 1946« 

"THE SPOI LAGE" I S THE STORY OF THOSE 
WHO LOST FAI TH 

"The Spoi l age" i s t he documentary r ecor d of  t he t en per  

cent  of  t he J apanese Amer i can evacuees f r om t he West  Coast  who, I n 

f ear , bi t t er ness and f r ust r at i on, l ost  t hei r  f ai t h I n t he Uni t ed 

St at es and r enounced t hei r  al l egi ance. I t  I s a r emar kabl e, r ead-

abl e r epor t  and many of  I t s passages, par t i cul ar l y t hose deal i ng 

wi t h t he per sonal  hi st or i es of  t he evacuees i nvol ved, wi l l  have an 

emot i onal  Impact  f or  anyone who has any cont act  wi t h t he evacuat i on. 

Ear l y i n 1942 a gr oup of  soci al  sc i ent i s t s , i ncl udi ng a number  

of  Ni sei , or gani zed the Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy at  t he 

Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a. I n what  may be const r ued as an ef f or t  

t o mai nt ai n obj ect i vi t y, especi al l y of  obser ver s who car r i ed on 

t hei r  wor k i n t he war  r el ocat i on cent er s, t he st udy was bl anket ed 

I n secr ecy comparabl e t o t hat  of  t he ar my's atom- bomb pr oj ect . 

Now t hat  t he war  i s over , t he var i ous r est r i ct i ons agai nst  t he 

evacuees r esci nded and t he r el ocat i on camps l yi ng empty and desol at e 

on f or got t en l and, t he sum of  t he gr oup's obser vat i ons on war  

r el ocat i on i s bei ng made avai l abl e t o t he gener al  publ i c* 

"The Spoi l age," deal i ng mai nl y wi t h the segr egees at  Tul e Lake, 

i s t he f i r s t  of  two books whi ch ar e bei ng publ i shed at  t he Uni ver si t y 

of  Cal i f or ni a. The second vol ume, "The Sal vage," whi ch wi l l  di scuss 

t he ni net y per  cent  of  t he evacuees who l ef t  t he r el ocat i on cent er s 

f or  i ndi vi dual  r eset t l ement , wi l l  appear  I n 1947. 

Wi t h access t o t he r ecor ds of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y 

and t he War t i me Ci v i l  Cont r ol  Admi ni st r at i on, t he Army agency whi ch 

car r i ed out  t he act ual  evacuat i on, as wel l  as t o t he f i l es of  such 

pr i vat e or gani zat i ons as t he J ACL, t he aut hor s have pr ovi ded 
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what probabl y wi l l  be considered as the "of f i c i al  story of the 

wartime evacuation and detenti on of 110,000 persons of J apanese 

ancestry« Yet because the work i s the product of a non- government 

agency (the UC project was fi nanced by the Columbia Foundation of 

San Franci sco and other pri vate grants) the authors pul l  no punches 

in thei r treatment of WCCA and VLRA pol i ci es. 

Li ke Al exander Lel ghton's "The Governing of Men" which di s-

cussed rel ocat i on at the Poston camp, "The Spoi l age11 i s a report 

on the behavi or of human bei ngs under the experiences of forced 

evacuation and forced detenti on* The frustrat i ons engendered by 

the abnormal  condi t i ons of internment are not pecul i ar to the 

Ni sei nor to thei r J apan- bor n parents* The l i terature of Koestl er 

and others on European di spl aced persons touch on the fear and 

Insecur i ty ;vhloh is a product of such di spl acement. Some of the 

reacti ons noted by Russel  Br i nes in "Unt i l  They Eat Stones,w 

which tel l s of the internment of whi te Amerloans at Santo Tomas, 

are the paral l el  of the behavi or of J apanese and J apanese Americans 

in the rel ocat i on centers* 

But whi l e the Internment of Americans by an enemy army at 

Santo Tomas was an expected consequence of war, the West  Coast 

evacuation resul ted In the internment on grounds of r ace, wi thout 

i ndi vi dual  hearings or t r i al , of 76,000 American ci t i zens* These 

Ni sei were not di sfranchi sed, in fact they were permitted to vote 

by absentee bal l ot in the el ect i ons of thei r nati ve state and 

l ater they were asked to vol unteer for the Uni ted States army whi l e 

st i l l  confi ned behi nd the fences and watchtowers of the rel ooatl on 

camps* There were many among these Ni sei In the camps who coul d 
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not rat i onal i ze upon the contradictions of thei r si tuat i on. 

Out of thei r predicament grew bi tterness and frustration and out 

of i t grew fear�fear of added di scrimination and mistreatment 

In an unfriendl y outside worl d�and a feel i ng of Insecuri ty which 

col ored thei r J udgments and led them to take actions which they 

would not have taken under normal  condi ti ons* 

There were approximately 6,000 renuncl ants at the segregation 

camp of Tule Lake and it is with thi s group that the authors of 

"The Spoi l age" are mainly concerned. The book, however, contains 

important material  in i ts treatment of the evacuation i tsel f and 

the earl y stages of the development of the rel ocation centers wi th 

parti cul ar emphasis on personal i ty and group confl i cts which 

developed from di fferences in atti tude toward the administration of 

the camps and to the evacuation i t sel f . 

The authors point out a fact that general l y is overlooked 

In denunciation of the Army and the government for the mass evacua-

t i on. Thi s i s that publ i c and pol i t i cal  pressure determined the 

form of the whole program. There was no provision in the or i gi nal  

evacuation pl ans for permanent rel ocation centers. There was no 

idea of l imi ting the free movement of the evacuees outside the West 

Coast prohibi ted zone/ But vol untary evacuation di d not work 

mainly because of publ i c host i l i ty and the Army and the administra-

tion bowed to expediency. The original  mistake of mass evacuation 

was amended by the WRA under Di l l on 3. Myer who was resol ved to 

return the evacuees to normal  communities as soon as feasi bl e. 

"The Spoi lage11 contains detai l ed reports on the Manzanar, 

Poston and Tul e Lake i nci dents, al l  of which were sensational l y 



-  4 -

© Book Revi ews Paci f i c Ci t i zen, December 28, 1946 

r epor t ed I n t he Cal i f or ni a pr ess , and t he di spassi onat e account s, 

dr awn f r om gover nment  r ecor ds and t he obser vat i ons of  f i el d wor ker s, 

l end a new per spect i ve t o t hese separ at e c r i ses I n t he evacuee com-

muni t i es* 

There Is extensi ve mater i al  on the regi strat i on of 1943 which 

resul ted In the admi ni strati ve determination of the "l oyal " and 

"di s l oyal 18 among the evacuees and l ed to the def i ni t i on, among the 

evacuees themsel ves, of sympathies and antagonisms and resul ted 

In the establ i shment of the Tul e Lake camp as a segregation center 

for those persons who, In the opinion of the government, had not 

sat i sfactor i l y answered the l oyal ty questions In the regi strat i on 

quest i onnai re. But the publ i shed excerpts of Interviews wi th many 

who chose the road to Tul e Luke Indi cate that the matter of l oyal ty 

was not the primary one In thei r deci si ons. Pear of i nsecuri ty In 

enforced resettl ement outside the camps and bi t terness against the 

government for the treatment accorded them were l arger factors. 

The second hal f of the book Is concerned whol l y wi th the Tul e 

Lake segregation center and di scusses various stages In the 

development of evacuee att i tudes at the camp. The pressure and 

coercion pract i ced by organized segregee groups wi thi n the center 

to force American ci t i zens to renounce thei r ci t i zenshi p are 

descr i bed. 

There are chapters on the marti al  law Invoked at Tul e Lake 

fol l owi ng the "r i ot " In November, 1943, and on the l noeptl on of 

or gani zed campaigns wi thi n the camps agai nst evacuees considered 

to be "i nformers." Thi s account of Tul e Lake shows the development 

cf WRA pol i cy and descr i bes how the admini strati on botched the 
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handl ing of one "i nci dent ," which grew out of the death of a farm 

worker in an auto accident and how the ?<RA handl ed wi th considerabi 

f i nesse another "Inci dent 0 whi ch resul ted from the unwarranted 

shooting of an evacuee by a "trigger- happy" Army guard* 

The f i nal  chapters are devoted to the mass renunciations of 

ci t i zenshi p by ci t i zen evacuees at Tul e Lake and cl ose wi th this 

comment: 

"Wi th mass renunciation of ci t i zenshi p by Ni sei and Kl bel , 

the cycl e which began with the evacuation was complete* Thei r 

parents had l ost thei r hard- won foothol d In the economic 

structure of America* They, themsel ves, had been deprived of 

r i ghts which indoctrination in American schools had l ed them 

to bel i eve i nvi ol abl e* Charged with no offense, but victims 

of a mi l i tary mi sconcept i on, they had suffered confinement 

behind barbedwl re* They had been stigmati zed as di sl oyal  often 

far removed from any cr i ter i on of pol i t i cal  al l egiance* They 

had been at the mercy of administrative agencies working at 

cross purposes* They had yiel ded to parental  compulsion in 

order to hold the fami l y i ntact* They had been Intimidated by 

the ruthl ess tacti cs of pressure groups in camp. They had 

become terr i f i ed by reports of the continuing host i l i ty of the 

American publ i c, and they had f i nal l y renounced thei r Irreparabl y 

depreciated American ci t i zenshi p* 

"Many of them have si nce l eft the oountry, vol untar i l y, to 

take up l i fe in defeated J apan* Others wi l l  remain in America, 

in the unprecedented and ambiguous status of ci t i zens who 
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became al i ens I nel i gi bl e t o c i t i zenshi p I n t he l and of  t hei r  

bi r t h." 

Ther e I s a f oot not e t o t he st or y of  "The Spoi l age" I n t he 

Uni t ed St at es di s t r i c t  cour t  I n San Fr anci sco. More t han one 

t housand of  Tul e Lake's r enunci ant e, r el eased f r om the t ensi ons 

of  t he segr egat i on camp and assur ed by cont act  wi t h t he out si de 

wor l d t hat  Amer i cans of  J apanese ancest r y have t he goodwi l l  of  a 

consi der abl e pr opor t i on of  t hei r  f el l ow c i t i zens and a f ut ur e I n 

t hi s , t hei r  nat i ve l and, have f i l ed sui t  t o r egai n the c i t i zenshi p w * 

t hey r enounced whi l e conf i ned I n t he bl eakness of  t he segr egat i on 

camp* 
LARRY TAJ XRX-  Edi t or  
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THE MISBI INJ USTICE 

Impel led by fears, real  and fanci ed, of a suspect  minori ty, 

the Army during the war decreed evacuation of al l  persons of J apa-

nese ancestry from the West Coast« Along with J apanese al i ens, the 

Mi sei , or American- born ci t i zens of J apanese ancestry, were herded 

into camps which for many of them became in effect detention pens 

for the durat i on. The story of what happened to them, the uprooting 

of the American heri tage they thought they had, and the ambivalent 

emotions which l ed some to vindicate themselves by f i ght i ng in the 

American Army, and others to renounce thei r American ci t i zenshi p, is 

a bi t ter and unbeautl ful  tal e* 

I t i s tol d In unemotional  and often turgid prose in "The 

Spoi l age," a careful  sociol ogi cal  study made during the war by teams 

sponsored by the Universi ty of Cal i forni a* The resul ts were 

assembled by Dorothy Swalne Thomas and Rlohard S. Hishlmoto and other 

contributors* Only part of the story is tol d In the f i r st volume 

now publ ished* Others are to fol l ow* It i s a case hi story In the 

br l tt l eness of democratic safeguards In cr i si s whloh deserves the 

oareful  study of every thoughtful  ci t i zen* 



I ' l l Be Judge, 
You Be Júry 

B Y P A IT  I J J O R D A N - S M I T H 

SOIL FOOD — Keep soi l  
heal t hy wi t h organi c manur e 
and compost , t hus keepi ng it  
r i ch i n humus, and you get  
grai n, frui t  and vegetabl es r i ch 
i n vi t ami ns and food val ue, 
wr i tes Si r  Al ber t  Howar d i n 
"The Soi l  and Heal t h, a St udy of  
Or gani c Agr i cul t ur e." (Devi n-
Adai r : $1) Art i fi cial  manur es 
and chemi cal s st i mul ate gr owt h 
but  make pl ants si ckl y and rob 
food val ues. Gr ass and gr ai n l ose 
thei r  val ues and so beast  and 
fowl  fai l  to yi el d good meat  and 
eggs. The soi l  i s bei ng r obbed 
and man must  wake up before 
ear th becomes a desert  and him-
sel f  a puny weakl i ng. Thi s 
aut hor  adds hi s voi ce to that  of  
J . I . Rodal e, whose "Pay Di r t " 
is wi del y r ead and fol l owed i n 
many count r i es. 

EDUCATION—Pr of . A. Gor-
don Mel vi n of  New Yor k Uni -
versi ty has w r i t t e n an ele-
ment ar y hi story of  educat i on, 
begi nni ng wi t h Chi na and pro-
ceedi ng t hr ough ear l y Gr eece to 
the present  t i me, I t  is a text-
book, and sortie teacher  may 
f i nd it  of  use. The title i s "Ed-
ucat i on, a Hi st or y." (J ohn Day: 
$4.50.) v 

BRITAIN— For  a br i ef, rather  
el ement ar y but  al ways inter-
est ing sur vey of  Br i t i sh pl aces, 
peopl e and thei r  cust oms,, her e 
is a smal l  compact  vol ume bear-
i ng the title "I nt r oduci ng Brit-
ai n," done by a gr oup of  writ-
ers such as Kennfeth, S. B. P. 
Mai s.' (Macmi l l an: $2.) Ther e are 
s o me phot ogr aphs, a l w a y s 
char mi ng, and the essays cover  
Engl and, Scot l and, Wal es and 
si x count i es of  Ul st er ; These es-
says are i nfor mal  and are done 
for  the prospect i ve vi si tor . 

hoUSE PLANTS—For  those 
who desi re house pl ants "The 
Pi cture Pr i mer  of  I ndoor  Gar-
deni ng" by Mar gar et  0. Gold-
smi t h wi l l  serve as a detai l ed 
manual  of  pott iHg, shi ft i ng, prop-
agat i ng bul bs, cacti , her bs; how 
to devel op mi ni at ur e green-
hfiusrs, ter rar l uni s, etc. Pi ctures 
i n cftlor  by Har r i e Wood are 
- effective. (Hought on Mi ff l i n: $2.) 

AND 

J l o0 Si t tgel et f  C i m e s SUNDAY, J ANUARY 19,1947 

JAPANESE RESETTLE-
MENT— Dorothy S. Thomas and 
Ri char d S. Nl shl mot o, wi t h con-
t r i but i ons by several  others, 
have pr epar ed a st udy of  J apa-
nese- Amer i can evacuat i on and 
reset t l ement  i n a vol ume en-
titled "The Spoi l age." (Universi -
ty of  Cal i forni a Pr ess: $3.75.) I t  
is a pai nful  story of  misconcep-
t ion and of  admi ni st rat i ve agen-
cies wor ki ng at  cross- purposes, 
wi t h the resul t  that  many in-
nocent  p e o p l e wer e badl y 
treated and i n many cases trans-
for med f r om l aw- abiding, peace-
ful  and l oyal  ci t i zens into some 
thi ng qui te other . 

MA STERPIECES — Two ntw 
addi t i ons to the Por tabl e Library-
Ser i es are at  hand. "The Port-
abl e Rabel ai s," t ransl ated, com 
densed, edi ted and annotated by 
Samuel  Put nam, is the best  con-
densat i on I  have seen. And 
Ber nar d De Vot o, l eadi ng au-
thor i ty on Mar k Twai n, gi ves 
us the best  of  that  great  wr i ter , 
i ncl udi ng some letters hi therto 
unpubl i shed, (Vi ki ng: $2 each.) 



March 6, 1947 

Dr . Mar vi n Opl er  
Occi dent al  Col l ege 
Los Angel es 41, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Dr . Opl er : 

The aut hor s r eal i ze t hat  "The Spoi l age" i s f ar  
f r om per f ect  and appr eci at e your  i l l umi nat i ng comments. 
But  f ar  f r om accedi ng t o your  r equest  not  t o "r e-
dupl i cat e" your  l et t er , I  her ewi t h r equest  per mi ssi on 
t o publ i sh i t , at  my di scr et i on, i n t ot o. I t  woul d, 
I  am sur e, t hrow a gr eat  deal  of  l i ght  on your  r evi ews 
of  "The Spoi l age." 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dor ot hy Swai ne Thomas 
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«iTule Lake "Spoilaglg 
: Reviewed by Marvin R. Opleif 
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THE SPOILAGE by Dorothy S. Thomas 
and Richard Nlshlmoto. Berkeley: Uni-
versity of California Press. 380 pp. 13.78 

ANYONE interested in the mass 
wartime evacuation of 110,000 

Japanese-Americans from the West 
Coast states will want to read this 
book. It is the product of Berkeley 
sociologists, backed by the'Rocke-
feller, Columbia and Giannini foun-
dation and the University of Cali-
fornia. The study is one of many 
carried out in centers of the War 
Relocation Authority largely after 
this population was impounded by 
Army otder. This book concerns 
the famous Tule Lake Center where 
some 19,000 men, women and chil-
dren lived in cramped quarters in 
tar-papered barracks behind fences 
both real and psychological. In the 
total picture of evacuation, it is part 
of a fast-growing body of signifi-
cant literature. 

It was Prof. Eugene Rostow of 
the Yale Law School who in 
Harpers called evacuation "Our 
Worst Mistake." Among the books, 
Carey McWilliams' "Prejudice" 
(1944), Dr. A. H. Leigh ton's "The 
Governing of Men" (1945), Dr. For-
rest LaViolctte's "Americans of 
Japanese Ancet'ry" (also in 1945), 
and now this volume in 1946. all 
undertake to present the record of 
our treatment of this minority, the 
issue of their civil rights under the 
Constitution and the account of 
their misfortunes and reactions. 

The story is far from one em-
balmed in printer's ink and buried 
in history. It is being fought in theiblur' 
courts, and Tulc Lakers, called vein 
Tuleai#, are still to be found at this]rich 
writing behind manproof fences, har<f 
this time in Crystal City, Tex. Thus 
the book puts under the glass per-
haps the most maligned and still 
important government-run "camp" 
of wartime America. The 19,000 
confined for three long years in one 
square mile spent years strangely 117(ji 
divorced from the mainstream of1 

American life, theated with sus-
picion, their possible contribution 
to the war effort was brushed aside. 
The story has no counterpart in 
American history • save the close 
parallel which occurred on scores 
of American Indian reservations in 
the last century. 

The book under review, when 
compared with those mentioned 
above, comes off badly in several 
respects. It lacks the power and 
general analysis of McWilliams' 
"Prejudice," the literary glitter and 
clear movement of Leighton's vol-
ume, or the careful social, economic 
and historical backgrounding of La-
Violette's book. It fails because it 
becomes wholly a documentary his-
tory quoting long paragraphs from 
the Department of Justice, War Re-
location Authority and the few 
dozen residents, among^ 19,000, who 
become the chief reliance of this 
study. The tangled skein of  docu-
ment  v̂Sprstresses one f̂  ac t i o n 

. I P 
among several in the center. ¡ While: 
two final paragraphs coirnrttent elo-
quently on the points that'Tulean 
citizens were virtually coerced, mis-
led, browbeaten and just plain 
scared into renouncing citizenship, 
the thousands who did hardly 
emerge as people. 

Tule Lake was composed of 
thousands of average people re-
sponding much like the reservation-
bound tribesmen of 50 years back. 
Discriminatory and racist treatment 
of both populations bore fruit. 
Presumably, Tule's population also 
"had a poetry of escape and a com-
mon voice. They, too, matched fear 
and frustration with life and crea-
tion—the answer to America's worst 
wartime mistake. 

(The author of the above review, Marvin 
R Opler, now a member of the Occidental 
College faculty, was for three years a 
W. Ri A. community analyst at Tuie Lake 
—Editor 's Note) . 
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70 N E W S W E E K 

in the nation's capitai 

MAN PARK * * * 
One of America'* great hotel* < . . 

where you'll find every facility for 

full enjoyment . . . either indoor* 

or within the spacious grounds. 

Frank E. Weakly, President 

2600 W00DLEY ROAD, N. W. WASHINGTON. D. C. 
I 

IE DAG E ' S 
I _ I G L U E 

[E pAGE'S MODEL AEROPLANE GLUE 

| EpAGElS LIQUID SOLDER 

M I c an assur e you t hat 
r eadi ng N E W S W E E K is one 
of the I tems on my 'must ' 
pr ogr am." 

WALTER GEI ST 
President» 
A Hi s- Chal mer s Mfg. Co, 

BOOKS 
Tugwell on Puerto Rico 

Rexford Guy Tugwel l , once the stormy 
petrel  of  the New Deal , from 1941 to 
1946 governor  of  Puerto Ri co, and al ways 
a confessed bel iever  in Pl anni ng (wi th 
a capital  "P ") , has wri tten a passionate 
defense of  his embatt l ed stewardship in 
"The Stricken Land." The probl ems of  
Puerto Ri co are desperate enough and'' 
exciting enough to warrant  this book. 
Even to the reader  not  overl y concerned 
wi th Car i bbean affairs, at  Tugwel l 's abl e 
wri t ing hand the story of  the unhappy is-
l and is an absorbing one (provi ded the 
reader  skips the many paragraphs wher e 
Tugwel l  shows his too deep absorption 
wi th minor  detai l s). 

Al though Puerto Ri co, takes up most  
of  this book, the average reader  may wel l  
be more interested in Tugwel l 's discus-
sion of  his late chief, President  Roosevel t . 
He reports many conversations wi th the 
man who brought  hi m to Washi ngt on 
from Col umbi a Universi ty to pl ay an im-
posing role in the early days of  the New 
Deal . They do not  give a new picture of  
the war t i me President, but  they add to 
the general  knowl edge of  hi m. Roosevel t , 
reports Tugwel l , bel i eved that  the West  
Indi es shoul d be al l owed self- govern-
ment , even at  the risk of  bad govern-
ment . Tugwel l  here puts his sense of  
history and l iterary abil ities to good use. 

For  those interested in the economics 
of  democracy, in what  the Rritish cal l  
"the colonial  pr obl em," and in what  
Amer i cans cal l  "dol l ar  di pl omacy," Tug-
wel l 's book is an important  source of  in-
formation. It  is his own story, from his 
own vi ewpoi nt , but  it  must  be remem-
bered that  Tugwel l 's connect ion wi th 

Puerto Ri can affairs began in 1941 and 
that  no Amer i can in the next  f i ve years 
was closer  to them than he waS. Hi s is 
a story of  a f i ght  for  justice for  Puerto 
Ri co as Tugwel l  thought  justice shoul d 
go., ( T H E STRICKEN L A N D .  Rexford G. 
Tugwell. 704 pages. Doubleday. $4.50.) 

The Nisei Injustice 
Impel l ed by fears, real  and fancied, of  

a suspect  minori ty, the Ar my dur i ng the 
war  decreed evacuat ion of  all  persons of  
J apanese ancestry from the West  Coast . 
Al ong wi th J apanese al iens, the NiSei , or  
American- born citizens of  J apanese an-
cestry, wer e herded into camps whi ch for  
many of  them became in effect  detention 
pens for  the durat ion. The story of  what  
happened to them, the uproot ing of  the 
Amer i can heri tage they thought  they had, 
and the ambival ent ' emotions whi ch l ed 
some to vindicate themsel ves by f i ght i ng 
in the Amer i can Ar my, and others to 
renounce their  Amer i can ci t izenship, is a 
bitter  and unbeaut i ful  tale. 

It  is told in "unemot ional  and often 
turgid prose in "The Spoi l age," a careful  
sociological  study made dur i ng the war  
by teams sponsored by the Universi ty of  
Cal i fornia. The results wer e assembl ed by 
Dorothy Swai ne Thomas and Ri chard S. 
Ni shimoto and other  contributors. Onl y 
part  of  the story is told in the f i r st  vol ume 
now publ i shed. Others are to fol l ow. It  is 
a case history in the brittleness of  demo-
cratic safeguards in crisis whi ch deserves 
the careful  study of  every thoughtful  
ci t izen. ( T H E SPOILAGE.  By Dorothy 
Swaine Thomas and Richard S. Nishi-
moto. 388 pages. University of California. 
$3.75.) 

International 

Some of the Japanese aliens and citizens in a West Coast relocation center 

\  
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'THE SPOILAGEf DESCRIBES EVACUATION 

In "The Spoi l age" Dorothy S. Thomas and Richard Nlshlmoto 

have presented a factual  account of an unprecedented si tuation In 

American hi story�the evacuation and resettl ement of J apanese from 

the west coast during the f i r st months of the war* 

The book i s essenti al l y a sci ent i f i c report on observations 

undertaken by the authors, assi sted by other Universi ty social  

sci ent i sts. Consequentl y, the main purpose of the book Is to 

present facts and Interpret them In terms of sociol ogy, social  

anthropol ogy, soci al  psychology and economics. That they have 

succeeded In presenting these facts In a manner which renders the 

book Interesting to any mature person Is a credi t not only to 

thei r mater i al , but to themselves as wel l . 

The story of the evaouatlon and resettl ement of the J apanese 

Is a fasci nat i ng one. During the war, few references were made 

to them, except when unusual  troubl e arose In one or another of 

the nine rel ocation camps. Thi s Is the f i rst presentation of 

the other side of the plcture- - the part played by the J apanese 

themselves and thei r reactions to the steps taken by the 

authori ties regarding thei r af fai r s. 

By that , we do not wish to Imply that the authors were at 

al l  part i san. Conversel y, they have given an extremely objective 

picture of a si tuati on In which It would have been very easy to 

become parti san to the J apanese or to the admini strati on. This 

book Is a report, not a judgment. 

Much human Interest was added by the frequent use of actual  
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oases and quotations expressing the feel i ngs of the internees* 

(These al so serve to cl ar i fy the si tuati on and expl ain the feel i ngs 

of the J apanese*) 

However, regardl ess of the imparti al i ty of the authors in 

giving an acoount of a case in which there was heavy blame on both 

si des, "The Spoi l age" is a powerful  indictment against a country 

whose ci t i zens coul d bl i ndl y and unthinkingl y force a group of 

l oyal , hard- working ci t i zens to become "d i s l o y a l s T he J apanese 

in thi s country were ei ther born in the Uni ted States or had 

vol untari l y migrated here; most of them knew no other home* They 

wanted only to be good ci t i zens* But over the years in resettl ement 

camps, they grew increasingl y embi ttered, unt i l  at l ast one in si x 

was forced to procl aim his di sl oyal ty to the Uni ted States* They 

are the Spoi l age* 

Mary Lou Wiggins f60 



BOOK REVIEW i  American Ci vi l  Li bert i es Up Ion- Hew». J anuary, 1947» 

THE SPOILAGE 

Thi s long awaited study of the offoots of tho wartloo 
evacuation from tho Paol fl c Coast of 112,000 person® of J apanese 
ancestry and thei r subsequent detainment for tho duration i s an 
important contribution to tho more serious soci al  l i terature of 
our time* I ts Intensl ve and extensive Impl i cations consti tute a 
sci ent i f i c anal ysi s of human group behavi or, a cr i t i que of 
Amor loan mores as expressed In of f i ci al  act i on, and f i nal l y a 
chal l enge to sel f- anal ysi s of our democratic Ideol ogy« 

The publ i cation of The Spoi l age was made possibl e by tho 
resources of the Universi ty of Cal i forni a, the support of important 
foundations, but more l argel y by the industry and fai thful  efforts 
of a group of researchers l ed by Dr � Dorothy Thomas and Hie hard 
Nl shl moto. 

The publ i cation of The Spoi l age represents the end product 
of l ong, arduous pl anning and work under extremely di f f i cul t con-
di t i ons« Thi s, the f i r st volume, deal s wi th the "spoi l age" of the 
evacuation�those persons whose l i ves and fortunes as a part of 
America have been permanently and i rrevocabl y impaired by thei r 
wartime detention* The second volume, yet to appear, wi l l  deal  
wi th the experiences of those who resett l ed vol untari l y and who 
achieved some possibl y short- run gai ns. These objectives and a 
description of some of the problems encountered In the research 
phases are presented In the Preface» Then fol l ows the text , 
arranged in thi rteen chapters, supplemented by an appendix, one 
item of which i s a very I l l uminating Li fe History of a "Di sl oyal .* 
The f i r st four chapters deal  in general  wi th the evacuation of 
persons of J apanese ancestry from the West Coast, under the head-
ings of Evacuation, Detenti on, Regi strat i on, and Segregation« 
These were phases that affected almost al l  members of the group* 
The f i nal  chapter in thi s group, Segregation, covers the series of 
events, causes and ef fects, l eading up to tho deci si on of the 
government to segregate "di sl oyal " persons of J apanese ancestry In 
the Tul e Lake Rel ocation Center* 

Chapters V to XI I I have as thei r l ocal e and porsonae dramatis 
the Tul e Lake Center, the persons confined there, and various 
government off i ci al s* These l atter chapters describe the events 
viol ent and sad, the soci al  and anti - social  behavior patterns, the 
formation of groups for secur i ty, defense and aggression, the 
period of martial  law and i nt i mi dati on, the emergence of such Issues 
as the str i ke, status quo, and the eternal  pul l i ng and haul ing 
between the Caucasian administration and interned persons, which 
f i nal l y l ed to the tragic denouement�mass renunciation of American 
ci t i zenshi p, Thi s covers a period from mid- 1945 to the l atter part 
of 1945* (?) The ohapters are ent i t l ed Revol t , Suppression, Accommo-
dat i on, Underground, Inter l ude, Informers, Incarcerati on, Resegre-
gatl on, and Renunciation* 
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Book Review* American Ci vi l  Li bert i es Union- News, J anuary 1947* 

Part of t he genius of the authors of The Spoi l age l i es l a 
the effect i ve methodology* Whi l e adequate use i s made of the ehl ef 
research material s usual l y avai l abl e to soci al  sci ent i sts. It Is 
the ski l l ful  use of quotations obtained through di rect Interviews 
that gives l i fe and movement to The Spoi l age« The authors have not 
obtruded�rather they have l et the fl ow of pertinent quotations by 
the subjects of the study carry the reader to the heart of the 
matter* The mass of thi s material  i s imposing* I ts total  effect 
on the reader Is an Impression of formidabl e authenti ci ty and a 
terr i fyi ng sense of intimacy wi th a rather dreadful  human experience* 
One cl oses the book wi th a feel i ng of foreboding and insecuri ty* 
The renuncl ants have made a deci si on�our deci si on i s yet to be made* 

How simple i t al l  seemed to the American peopl e! How 
mathematical l y pl ai n to the government, to the army, to the 
pol i t i ci ans�to the smal l  fry bureaucracyI Once the deci si on was 
reached that these people at l arge, enjoying freedom, consti tuted 
danger, thei r assemblage and detention were easy* Because of thei r 
di st i nct i ve physi cal  appearance, I t was simple to round them up, 
simple to put them in rel ocation centers, and the administration of 
these internment camps�that would be a cinch* But somehow al l  
these assumptions of simpl i ci ty were wrong* I t  wasn't simple at 
al l , and the basic assumptions were not real l y val i d* The resul t at 
Tul e Lake anyhow seems to have been an awful  mess* Practi cal l y 
everything humanly Important went wrong* 

The fai l ure seems to have ari sen from a l ack of comprehension 
on two points! f i r st , that the fundamental  dynamic of freedom works 
J ust as wel l  for people of col or as for whi tes* Humanity val ues 
personal  freedom, and once having tasted i t , wi l l  f i ght to maintain 
i t wi th any weapons that are avai l abl e* 

The second error was even more profound* Mathematical  con-
cepts cannot be substi tuted for human emotions* The War Rel ocation 
Authori ty, the Army, and the FBI at Tul e Lake proceeded time and 
again to ask for simpl e, categori cal  answers to mathematical l y 
simple questi ons. They forgot that they weren't deal i ng wi th 
Integers but wi th fr i ghtened, insecure human beings* They got 
some amazing answers. For exampleT Wel l �the deci sion that J oseph 
Yoshisuke Kurl hara, American ci t i zen, col l ege graduate, sol di er of 
World War 1, member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, reached in 
renouncing hi s American ci t i zenshi p* 

"The deci si on was not that of today or yesterday* I t  
dates back to the day when General  DeWltt ordered evacuation* 
Zt was confirmed when he f l at l y refused to l i sten to the 
voices of the former World War veterans and i t was doubl y 
confirmed when I entered Mansanar* 

". * * The American democracy wi th which I was infused in 
my chi l dhood i s st i l l  unshaken* My l i fe i s dedicated to J apan 
wi th democracy my goal *" 

LAURENCE I * HEWES, J r ., 
I?*«tonal  Di rector , American Counci l  

� . -  ¿ffl tKS f̂t f̂ i i L BSMBS '-fair 



BOOK REVIEW: Los Angel es Ti mes, J anuar y 19, 1947 

BOOKS and ART 

J APANESE RESETTLEMENT- -  Dor ot hy S. Thomas and Ri char d S. 

Ni shi mot o, wi t h cont r i but i ons by sever al  ot her s, have pr epar ed a 

st udy of  J apanese- Amer i can evacuat i on and r eset t l ement  i n a 

vol ume ent i t l ed "The Spoi l age." (Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a Pr ess: 

$3.75. ) I t  i s a pai nf ul  st or y of  mi sconcept i on and of  admi ni s-

t r at i ve agenci es wor ki ng at  cr oss- pur poses, wi t h the r esul t  t hat  

many i nnocent  peopl e were badl y t r eat ed and i n many cases t r ans-

formed f rom l aw- abi di ng, peacef ul  and l oyal  c i t i zens i nt o some-

t hi ng qui t e ot her . 

I ' l l  Be J udge, You Be J ur y, 

by Paul  J ordan- Smi th 



BOOK REVI EW: Oakl and Tr i bune, J anuar y 5, 1947. 

THE SPOI LAGE, by Dor ot hy S. Thomas and Ri char d Ni shi mot o; 

Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a Pr ess, Ber kel ey; $3.75. Tr agi c st or y� 

t he more movi ng f or  i t s f act ual  schol ar l y pr esent at i on�of  the 

J apanese- Amer i can mi nor i t y t ur ned agai nst  t hei r  accept ed count r y 

by t r eat ment  and pol i c i es i n "r el ocat i on" camps. 

BREVI TI ES ON CURRENT VOLUMES 
GI VE PREVIEW OF LITERARY OUTPUT 



BOOK REVI EW: Post - Enqui r er . December  21, 1946 

THE SPOI LAGE � 

A day- to- day r ecor ded st udy of  f or ced mass mi gr at i on 

Copi ousl y document ed, t he book t r aces t he event s of  war t i me 

evacuat i on of  t he 127,000 per sons of  J apanese ancest r y l i v i ng i n 

t he Uni t ed St at es at  t he t i me of  t he Pear l  Har bor  at t ack. Most  

of  t he book i s concer ned wi t h t he probl ems pr esent ed on t he West  

Coast  where 113,000 of  t he evacuees r es i ded. 

The methods used by t he authors" t o gat her  documented 

mat er i al  make t he book one whi ch was descr i bed as 11 a contemporary 

r ecor d uni que i n t he annal s of  soci al  sci ence" i n t he annual  

r epor t  of  t he Rockef el l er  Foundat i on, 

I nf or mat i onal  suppor t  was gi ven by t he War  Rel ocat i on 

Aut hor i t y, t he War  Depar t ment , t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce and t he 

Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on by maki ng avai l abl e var i ous dat a 

f or  st udy by t he aut hor s. 

wThe mai n pr obl em of  t he st udy," t he aut hor s wr i t e, "was t o 

r ecor d and anal yze t he changes i n behavi or  and at t i t udes and t he 

pat t er ns of  soci al  adj ust ment  and i nt er act i on of  t he peopl e t o 

whom t hese (Gover nment ) pol i c i es and r egul at i ons were appl i ed." 

By Ear l e V . Wel l er  



BOOK REVI EW: For t ni ght , J anuar y 27, 1947 

THE SPOI LAGE� 

Thi s i mpor tant  book on t he J apanese- Amer i can evacuat i on 

and r eset t l ement  l ooks as f or mi dabl e as most  sour ce books (f oot not e 

quot at i ons f r om of f i c i al  document s, bi bl i ogr aphy, r ef er ences, et c .) 

but  t ur ns out  t o be ver y r eadabl e, sent ence by sent ence. Not  t hat  

t he st or y of  what  happened t o t he Ni sei  dur i ng t he war  i s t ol d i n 

emot i onal  j our nal ese. The st udy i s f act ual  and f asc i nat i ng, bot h 

i n r el at i on t o t he or i ent at i on and mores of  t he group i nt er ned and 

t he mot i ves of  t he Army and ot her  f or ces cont r i but i ng to t hei r  

evacuat i on. Aut hor s Thomas and Ni shi mot o ar e, i n ef f ec t , onl y 

assembl er s of  t he exhaust i ve i nf or mat i on gat her ed by a gr oup of  

U.C. soci al  sci ent i st s who f ocused on t he pr obl em ear l y i n 1942. 

At  t hat , onl y par t  of  t he st or y coul d be compressed i nt o t hi s 

vol ume, and ot her s ar e schedul ed t o f ol l ow. I t  i s saf e t o say t hat  

"The Spoi l age11 wi l l  be r equi r ed r eadi ng f or  year s t o come by 

Cal i f or ni ans who ar e i nt er est ed i n t he pr obl em of  mi nor i t i es�t he 

J apanese one i n par t i cul ar . 



BOOK REVI EW: NEW YORK TI MES. Febr uar y 2, 1947# 

THE BACKGROUND OP THE TTJLE LAKE "SEGREGAtfTS" 

That  t he mass evacuat i on of  110,000 per sons of  J apanese ancest r y 

f r om the t hr ee West er n Coast  St at es- - per sons t wo- t hi r ds of  whom were 

c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es�was t he most  i mpor t ant  si ngl e bl under  

t hat  we made dur i ng t he war , f r om t he poi nt  of  vi ew of  f ur t her i ng a 

democr at i c st r at egy, i s a concl usi on over whel mi ngl y f or t i f i ed by t hi s 

schol ar l y, obj ect i ve, t hor oughl y documented st udy. Fur t her mor e, mass 

evacuat i on was a dynami c bl under ; i t  set  i n mot i on a chai n of  deci s i ons, 

a f at al  l ogi c of  i l l ogi c , t he consequences of  whi ch wi l l  haunt  the 

consci ence of  Amer i can democracy f or  year s t o come. 

"The Spoi l age," as the t i t l e i mpl i es, deal s al most  excl usi vel y 

wi t h a si ngl e aspect  of  t he evacuat i on pr ogr am�namel y, wi t h t he 

segment  of  evacuees br anded as "di s l oyal ,11 t he Tul e Lake segr egant s, 

who made up one out  of  ever y s i x of  t he evacuees. Anot her  vol ume, based 

on t he same r esear ch pr oj ect , t o be publ i shed i n the f ut ur e, wi l l  deal  

wi t h "t he sal vage," t hat  i s , wi t h t he "l oyal " evacuees. 

The bas i c f act  about  t he mass evacuat i on program was t hat  t he or der  

f or  mass evacuat i on r epr esent ed a ser i ous er r or , an er r or  whi ch, once 

commi t t ed, coul d never  be f ul l y cor r ect ed and f r om whi ch ot her  er r or s, 

mi st akes and i nj ust i ces f l owed as a nat ur al  consequence. Once mass 

evacuat i on had been or der ed by t he mi l i t ar y, subsequent  det ent i on of  

t he evacuees f ol l owed as a mat t er  of _cour se. Then, i n a commendabl e 

ef f or t  t o unwi nd t he di abol i cal  chai n of  cause and ef f ect  whi ch had t hus 

been set  i n mot i on, t he Government  deci ded t o separ at e "t he l oyal " f r om 

"t he di s l oyal " among t he evacuees and t o r el ease t he f or mer . As par t  of  

t hi s pr ocess, t he so- cal l ed "di s l oyal " evacuees were concent r at ed i n 
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t he Tul e Lake r el ocat i on cent er . 

For  r easons f ar  t oo compl ex t o summar i ze her e (t hey are set  

f or t h i n t hi s vol ume wi t h met i cul ous car e and el abor at e document at i on), 

t he segr egat i on pr ocess, l ar gel y based as i t  was upon a ver bal  i n-

qui r y addr essed t o t he adul t  evacuees r at her  t han upon some obj ect i ve 

appr ai sal  of  t hei r  behavi or  pr i or  t o evacuat i on, di smal l y f ai l ed t o 

accompl i sh i t s obj ect i ve. Thus t her e came t o be l odged i n t he Tul e 

Lake cent er  t housands of  evacuees who had been br anded as "di s l oyal * 

f or  r easons t hat , i n a cl ear  maj or i t y of  cases, had al most  no r el at i on 

what ever  t o t hei r  pol i t i cal  sent i ment s and al l egi ances. 

Once l odged i n Tul e Lake, admi ni st r at i ve bl under s, t he accu-

mul at ed i r r i t at i ons of  evacuat i on, t he conf usi on and i nsecur i t y of  

det ent i on, t he ser i ous i nt i mi dat i on pr act i ced by a cor e of  i nt r an-

si gent  evacuees, f ami l y l oyal t i es , and many ot her  f act or s, f i nal l y 

r esul t ed i n a wave of  r enunci at i ons of  c i t i zenshi p by evacuees 

r enunci at i ons st ar kl y t r agi c i n terms of  t hei r  per sonal  and soci al  

i mpl i cat i ons. The f i nal , i r oni c commentary on the segr egat i on 

pr ocess occur r ed af t er  t he def eat  of  J apan, when the Gover nment , 

i n i t s anxi et y t o work a speedy t er mi nat i on t o t he f o l l y of  evacua-

t i on, shi pped some of  t he "r enunci ant s" t o J apan but  r el eased f or  

r eset t l ement  i n Amer i ca appr oxi mat el y 3,000 evacuees pr evi ousl y 

br anded as "di s l oyal .0 These i ndi vi dual s ar e now i n the "unpr ecedent -

ed and ambi guous" st at us of  c i t i zens who have become al i ens 

i nel i gi bl e t o c i t i zenshi p i n t he l and of  t hei r  bi r t hl  

So f ar  as t he Tul e Lake segr egant s ar e concer ned, t he cent r al  

concl usi on of  t hi s book i s t o be f ound i n a si ngl e par agr aph: 
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Wi t h mass r enunci at i on of  c i t i zenshi p by t he Ni sei  and 
Ki bei , the cycl e whi ch began wi t h evacuat i on was compl et e. 
Thei r  par ent s had l ost  t hei r  hard- won f oot hol d i n t he eco-
nomic st r uct ur e of  Amer i ca. They t hemsel ves had been de-
pr i ved of  r i ght s whi ch i ndoct r i nat i on i n Amer i can school s had 
l ed them t o bel i eve i nvi ol abl e. Char ged wi t h no of f ense, but  
vi ct i ms of  a mi l i t ar y mi sconcept i on, t hey had suf f er ed con-
f i nement  behi nd bar bed wi r e. They had been st i gmat i zed as 
di s l oyal  on gr ounds of t en f ar  removed f r om any cr i t er i on of  
pol i t i cal  al l egi ance. They had been at  t he mercy of  admin-
i st r at i ve agenci es wor ki ng at  cr oss- pur poses. They had yi el d-
ed t o par ent al  compul si on i n or der  t o hol d t he f ami l y i nt act . 
They had been i nt i mi dat ed by t he r ut hl ess t act i cs of  pr essur e 
gr oups i n camp. They had become t er r i f i ed by r epor t s of  the 
cont i nui ng host i l i t y of  t he Amer i can publ i c , and t hey had 
f i nal l y r enounced t hei r  i r r epar abl y depr eci at ed Amer i can 
c i t i zenshi p. 

Thi s i s a compl et el y f ai r , a f ul l y subst ant i at ed, concl usi on. 

I  woul d onl y cavi l  at  t he phr ase "mi l i t ar y mi sconcept i on.11 Mass 

evacuat i on came about , not  as a r esul t  of  a mi l i t ar y mi sconcept i on, 

but  l ar gel y as a r esul t  of  a pre- war  pat t er n of  r ac i al  di scr i mi nat i on 

on t he West  Coast . 

I r oni cal l y enough, some of  t he best  pr oof , i n terms of  behavi or  

r at her  t han of  wor ds, of  t he t enaci ous hol d of  democr at i c i deal s 

upon J apanese- Amer i cans i s t o be f ound i n t he at t i t udes of  t he so-

cal l ed "di s l oyal " evacuees. The case hi st or y of  J oseph Kur i har a, 

who ser ved wi t h t he Uni t ed St at es Army i n t he f i r s t  Wor l d War , ampl y 

demonst r at es t hi s poi nt . Kur i har a, who r enounced Amer i can ci t i zen-

shi p i n t he Tul e Lake cent er , speaks t he unmi st akabl e l anguage of  

t he Amer i can t r adi t i on at  i t s f i nest  i n hi s own nar r at i ve, set  f or t h 

i n an appendi x t o t hi s book. He was bi t t er  about  evacuat i on, but , 

as one admi ni st r at i ve of f i c i al  obser ved, he was "bi t t er  and sor e i n 

an Amer i can way," and i t  was essent i al l y hi s devot i on t o Amer i can 

democracy t hat  prompted hi s r esi st ance t o a pr ocedur e whi ch deepl y 
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vi ol at ed t he pr i nci pl es and i deal s of  t hat  democr acy. 

For  t hose who have a speci al  i nt er est  i n t he mass evacuat i on 

pr ogr am, "The Spoi l age" i s an i ndi spensabl e chr oni cl e and r ecor d. 

Consi der ed as a cont r i but i on t o t he soci al  sci ences, whi ch i s what  

i t  pur por t s t o be, t he book poses a l ar ge quest i on. As t he i ni t i al  

publ i cat i on of  a l avi shl y f i nanced r esear ch pr oj ect - - f i nanced by 

gr ant s f r om t he Rockef el l er , Gi anni nl , and Col umbi a f oundat i ons� 

"The Spoi l age" i s publ i shed at  so l at e a dat e as t o be compl et el y 

wi t hout  I nf l uence (except  per haps as a post - mortem commentary) upon 

t he t r agi c pat t er n of  event s wi t h whi ch i t  deal s . 

Car ey McWl l l i ams 



BOOK REVI EW: The Chi cago Sun. J anuar y 26, 1947 

DEMOCRACY BETRAYED AND AFFIRMED 

Fai l ur e and success i n r ace r el at i ons�t he bet r ayal  and the 

af f i r mat i on of  democr acy�ar e st r ongl y pr esent ed i n two new books: 

wThe Spoi l age" by Dor ot hy S. Thomas and Ri char d Ni shi mot oj  and 

"Hawai i 1s J apanese" by Andrew W. L i nd. Bot h books have been wr i t t en 

by soci ol ogi st s. Bot h pr esent  aut hor i t at i ve sc i ent i f i c concl usi ons 

based upon except i onal l y t hor ough and car ef ul  i nvest i gat i ve st udi es. 

Bot h r i chl y deser ve car ef ul  r eadi ng» 

Most  t hought f ul  Amer i cans have l ong si nce r eal i zed t hat  t he 

whol esal e evacuat i on of  al l  per sons of  J apanese ancest r y f r om coast al  

ar eas i n t he ear l y months of  t he war  and t hei r  subsequent  conf i nement  

i n concent r at i on camps were t r agi c and cost l y mi st akes. But  t o 

r eal i ze f ul l y how t r agi c and how cost l y were t hese maj or  vi ol at i ons 

of  democr at i c pr i nc i pl es, i t  i s necessar y t o r ead i n "The Spoi l age" 

t he day- by- day r ecor d of  what  happened t o many of  t hose who were 

Amer i can c i t i zens and of  t hei r  r eact i ons. 

ALI ENS I N THEI R NATIVE LAND 

The pr ocess i s summar i zed on t he f i nal  page of  "The Spoi l age": 

"Thei r  par ent s had l ost  t hei r  hard- won f oot hol d i n t he economi c 

st r uct ur e of  Amer i ca. They, t hemsel ves, had been depr i ved of  r i ght s 

whi ch i ndoct r i nat i on i n Amer i can school s had l ed them t o bel i eve 

i nvi ol abl e� Char ged wi t h no of f ense, but  vi ct i ms of  a mi l i t ar y 

mi sconcept i on, t hey had suf f er ed conf i nement  behi nd bar bed wi r e. 

They had been st i gmat i zed as di s l oyal  on gr ounds of t en f ar  removed 

f rom any cr i t er i on of  pol i t i cal  al l egi ance. They had been at  t he 

mercy of  admi ni st r at i ve agenci es wor ki ng at  cr oss- pur poses. They 

had yi el ded t o par ent al  compul si on i n or der  t o hol d t he f ami l y i nt act . 
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They had been i nt i mi dat ed by t he r ut hl ess t act i cs of  pr essur e gr oups 

i n camp. They had become t er r i f i ed by r epor t s of  t he cont i nui ng 

host i l i t y of  t he Amer i can publ i c , and t hey had f i nal l y r enounced 

t hei r  i r r epar abl y depr eci at ed Amer i can c i t i zenshi p." 

The whol esal e i nj ust i ce and bungl i ng cr uel t y of  evacuat i on 

and conf i nement  t r ansfor med t housands of  usef ul  and l aw- abi di ng 

c i t i zens i nt o l i f el ong enemi es of  t he nat i on and of  democr acy, 

whet her  t hey r et ur n t o J apan or  remai n "i n t he unpr ecedent ed and 

ambi guous st at us" of  al i ens i n t hei r  nat i ve l and. 

"The Spoi l age" i s wr i t t en wi t h sc i ent i f i c obj ect i veness, but  

r eadi ng i t  i s a sear chi ng emot i onal  exper i ence. I t  i s so concr et e 

i n det ai l , so ampl y document ed, t hat  t he r eader  cannot  but  shar e t he 

shock, t he f r ust r at i on and f ear  of  t he evacuees. Among t hose whose 

cl amor  hel ped t o cause evacuat i on were some whose pur ses were f at t en-

ed by di spossessi on of  J apanese far mer s and mer chant s, and some whose 

bi got r y and r ace hat r ed were f ed. But  al l  of  us shar e i n some degr ee 

a nat i onal  gui l t  not  r eadi l y t o be at oned. And none of  us - can escape 

t he l esson of  what  coul d happen t o ot her  gr oups, what  can happen to 

any gr oup, once const i t ut i onal  guar ant ees ar e vi ol at ed and j ust i ce i s 

abandoned. 

HAWAI IAN J APANESE  ̂PROVE LOYALTY 

Rumors of  J apane se sabot age at  Pear l  Har bor  were sei zed upon as 

pr et ext s f or  evacuat i on and conf i nement  of  J apanese c i t i zens on t he 

mai nl and. Those rumors were f al se, wi t hout  except i on, as st at ement s by 

mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es and t hose of  the Feder al  Bur eau of  I nvest i gat i on 

have made c l ear . 
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I n Hawai i  t hose of  J apanese ancest r y const i t ut e not  a r el at i vel y 

t i ny mi nor i t y, but  over  30 per cent  of  t he popul at i on. But  t he Hawai i an 

government  and a maj or i t y of  t he whi t e c i t i zens of  t he i sl ands gave 

t hei r  J apanese c i t i zens a chance to prove t hei r  l oyal t y; and t hey were 

compl et el y j ust i f i ed by the r esul t s . Of  more t han 160,000 J apanese i n 

t he i s l ands, i ncl udi ng 30,000 f or ei gn bor n, l ess t han 1,000 were i nt er ned 

as di s l oyal  i n word or  act i on. The overwhel mi ng maj or i t y worked i n war  

I ndust r i es, bought  war  bonds gener ousl y, car r i ed t hei r  f ul l  shar e of  

t he war  ef f or t . When 1,500 J apanese vol unt eer s f or  t he Amer i can Army 

were asked f or  i n Hawai i , near l y 10,000 t r i ed t o enl i s t . 

The st or y of  t hi s gr eat l y successf ul  exper i ment  i n democracy i s 

br i l l i ant l y t ol d i n l t Hawai i l s J apanese." The aut hor , Andrew W. L i nd, 

has l i ved i n Hawai i  f or  20 year s and i s chai r man of  t he depar t ment  of  

ant hr opol ogy and soci ol ogy at  t he Uni ver si t y of  Hawai i . The book i s 

soundl y sc i ent i f i c i n spi r i t  but  i s wr i t t en i n a way emi nent l y sat i s-

f act or y t o t he gener al  r eader . The r ecor d i t  pr esent s i s pr of oundl y 

s i gni f i cant  and deepl y r eassur i ng« 

I 1VE BEEN READING 

By J ohn T . Fr eder i ck 



Depar t ment  of  
OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE Economics and 

Los Angeles 41, Cal i forni a Sociol ogy 

3- 1- 47 

Dear Br . Thomas: 

I 'm afraid I 've been remiss in thanking you for "f i l i ng 

my order" wi th the U*G. press. Thereupon I received three 

review copies from such diverse sources as the Pasadena Star- News 

and the American Anthropologist» drat I t , and now have four copies 

pi l ed up on my desk. I 've looked through compl etel y, �my usual  

prel i mi nary,� and now am almost through on the "car ef ul  second" 

re- reading* But before thi s acknowledgment oould be made, the 

separation of the above two departments and the working out of a 

new Integrated program under what wi l l  be the Dept. of Sociol ogy 

and Anthropology had to be effected* 

Kay I say frankl y that so far I l i ke many, many things In 

the Spoi l age but that I was greatl y disappointed in many other 

aspects obviousl y connected wi th methodology, f i el d technique and 

personnel ? In the l ight of these facts, i t seems unfortunate, In 

retrospect, that we never had the occasion of a di scussion of Tul e 

Lake. I suggest one sometime, i f you get down thi s way, In the 

near future. And I may pass through Berkel ey thi s summer, end of 

August, on the way south again from a more northerl y summer teaching 

appointment, i f other arrangements fal l * 

Before then, however, I 'd welcome your reactions to some of 

the fol l owing cr i t i cal  queries which i t i s only proper, perhaps, to 

state frankl y; 

(1) I wonder i f you were made completel y aware of how much of 

the material  of Rosal ie came�- (In no doubt changed and sl anted form) 

from regul ar evening conferences at my or Noyes* house, and from my 
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mat er i al  on l ocal  administration? Thi s t act i c was not. I thi nk. 9 9 

"admini strati ve research," but more in the nature of an "or i entati on 

course«1* (Certain othsr tact i cs wi th which Z compi l ed, l i ke furnish-

ing notes of the November meetings and getti ng transcripts of meet-

ings from locked f i l es might, more properl y, come under the heading 

of "admini strati ve research*") But  not attempted rai ds on C, Anal « 

st af f , use of our of f i ce, et c. For exampl e, one l etter in say f i l es 

to a staff member (graduate of UCLA) el aboratel y set forth In tones 

that amused our eritl re bunch why one could not work in the barrack* 

rooms enti t l ed nCoBKaunlty Anal ysi s" and how her accts* of the "true 

pi cture" of things woul d be something of a spl endid r el i ef . The 

man, Tal  Inagu, father of f i ve other chi l dren, had to be Instructed 

by the 16 other staff members�and several  vi si tors to that meet-

ing (they were open)�to kid her along in her view of the "true 

state" of affai r s as a way of forestal l i ng more upsetting modes of 

aggr essi on* Other problems, of a basi cal l y si mi l ar nature, obtruded 

ear l i er in re: J lsaay S� a who came regul arl y for sheafs of notes 

to inyself or the Pl anning Board of f i ce�(and we were working, In some 

respects, cl osel y together wi th Kayeda, (Harry), Father Dal , Mrs* 

Tashl da, et c ., et c ., etc«)�and frankl y, i n the opinion of most 

project- dwel l ers, wasted most peopl es9 time* What  I am hinting at 

under thi s point i s the variance between good fiel d- technique and 

uncr i t i cal  note- gathering« Al so such errors as rel i ance, In the 

main, on a feminine field- worker in an Issei - Kl bel  domi nat ed segre-

gation center; wi th uncr i t i cal  acceptance and over- identi fi cation In 

accts* of Kurahara, Kuratoml , and other non- average and in some cases 

highl y aberrant personal i t i es« 

(2) Did you know "we" knew Nov« 1 was coming off but had no way, 



other than the "Negotiati on" groups* own "spl endi d" control s, of 

achieving at that point any sol ution which would not troubl e the 

waters by possibl e Army entree?** 

(5)  Did you know that attempts to cl ear the Stockade Included not 

only the Robertson vi si t In Bl ock 5, but an el aborate process of 

Roberts on- Opler mediation which was most annoylngly cheeked, in a 

most underhanded manner, by the same persons In Stockade -  vi a 

cigarette messages -  who are overstressed and over- digni fied In the 

book as posi ti ve center l eadership? (K among others») You may 

be Interested to know that Rf s react i on, In view of hi s rather 

unusual  background and personal i ty, was Xl an forgiveness In true 

missionary spi r i t * Sine was determination to study the "Insi de 

Stockade" pi cture�never reveal ed to Rosal i e, of course, though the 

"pumping" was considerabl e,�because of concern over certain indis-

cretions on her part which might fol l ow* In so doi ng, the fol l owi ng, 

Inter al i as 

(4) Did you know that the enti re Stockade vs. Co- ordinating Comm. 

picture was hopel essl y compl icated by the exi stence, In each camp, 

of a r i val  group of ganbl ers? (My personal �and not publ i c�f i l es 

contain common peopl es' reactions to these groups In thei r bl ocks; 

and thei r fear- ridden attempts to get them, In some Instances, to 

move out? That thi s gave Impetus to rumors and counter- rumors, in 

each group? That I t affected both the r i se and fal l  of Stockade 

_ _ l  
"consciousness ? 

»« I argued wi th weakening force, caj ol l ed, fl attered and entreated 
both fr i end, Qeorge, and f r i end, Best , during the weeks troubl e was 
brewing, but George was a prima donna at T#L* and Best a confused 
boy. � . _ 

1. Fi r st : "those gamblers and l nu"t l ater , "those Stockade gambl er s. 
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(5) That Spl cer spent a month on the project to cheek the Array 

Col onel *8 chagrin at my manoeuvr i ng the proj ect , via one branch of 

the Co- ore. Comm., out of thei r (Arigy) hands; that the Col onel  had 

me FBI- ed; that Ilanky, l turahara, et c. were ent i rel y obl i vious of 

these events? 

(6) That to achl ef Stockade l i qui dat i on, I wrote personal l y 

channeled reports to Washington, got Provl nse out, him conferring 

wi th Tsuda, et c ., whereupon the V.ashlngton offi ce fel l  down In 

carrying through and my hope for l i qui dat i on wai ted the 10 months 

you can therefore record? 

(7) That bl ock surveys on "no- report" meant fear (and fear of 

Stockade- supporters mostl y, tho' Immod r̂ates and other var i et i es) In 

rel at i on to the famous status- quo vote? Our staff of 16, a contact 

l i st of 50, and surveys In pract i cal l y every bl ock that night from 

the dinner hour on out attest to thi s bl ott i ng out of the "conserva-

t i ve vote": The 9- to- l  "t rounci ng." 

(8) That perhaps the most gratui tous bi t of meddl ing In T.L . was 

Rosal i e's effort to convince Burl i ng and J ust i ce Authori ti es of how 

bad the si tuat i on was when we were trying to make apparent the 

cul tural - revl val l stl e (and Ghost Dance of 1890) tendency of a pent- up 

hopel ess peopl e«* l e would take B- �� down to vi si t fami l i es, ad-

vi sed him against the famous Di ddl e l etter to Sakamoto, et c ., and 

then R�� woul d, over beer and ski tt l es put on an act more Interest-

ing to a basi cal l y, prejudi ced and sadi st i c man. (This meant, In my 

l i f e, the chal l enge of staying at T.L. one extra year to hel p i n 

2. Bur l i ng*s whole l i ne "of how l i t t l e IRA understood how bad I t al l  
was" dated from Rf s act . 
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c l ear i ng out  /wi t h saner  men, l i ke Noyes, Rot hst el n of  t he J . D. , 

Pr of essor  Hays of  Col umbi a Law School  (under  Mi t i gat i on- hear i ng 

r ul es) and count l ess ot her s/ t he 6,000 r enunci ant s who wer e t he 

r esul t s , I n par t , of  such f al se emphases and guessi ng. A st or y her e 

I s al so a- proposs Whi l e we wr ot e 1000's of  l et t er s , ai ded l egal l y 

and I n 1000*s of  hear i ngs and spent  t he l ast  year  l ar gel y on 

r enunci at i on a gi r l  wor ki ng wi t h my wi f e appeal ed sever al  t i mes t o 

R f or  a "mi t i gat i on" l et t er  on "l oyal t y" and got  too l at e f or  

use an unut t er abl e pi ece about  her  havi ng wor ked f or  t hi s most  not abl e 

Bachel or  of  Ar t s (wi t h no ment i on of  anyt hi ng r emot el y usef ul ) . 

I  hope I 've made I t  cl ear  what  I  f eel , (of  sever al  qual i f i ed t o 

speak) ar e pi t f al l s i n usi ng unt r ai ned and "r omant i cal l y" non-

sc i ent i f i c f i el d wor ker s. I n Bi l l l gmel er , I  mi ght  add, t her e was, 

pr e- segr egat i on, a pr of oundl y ast ut e and et hi cal l y- i nt egr at ed wor ker . 

He shoul d have r emai ned t o subst i t ut e accur at e measurement  of  

r eact i ve systems f or  t he reams of  bi l l i ngsgat e and r edundancy i n 

hal f - t r ut hs whi ch must  have obt r uded. 

(9) My onl y ot her  poi nt , I n t hi s br i ef  and obvi ousl y "out - of - t he-

t ube" r i bboni ng of  opi ni on (wi t hout , I  admi t , t he document at i on) I s 

t o suggest  t hat  my of f i c i al  r epor t s must  be t aken, i n cer t ai n dat ed 

per i ods, cum gr ano sai l s . For  not  onl y Ned Spl cer , but  J ohn Pr ovi nse 

came out , and r e- i t er at ed at  one Denver  meet i ng, t hat  my t act i c , i f  

I  were t o r emai n "i n" t o ef f ect  a si t uat i on whi ch no one el se knew 

I n i t s compl exi t y, woul d have t o be t o st op needl i ng Best  wi t h 

per spect i ves he coul dn't  possi bl y under st and. Best , you know, had 

been Di es- i nvest i gat ed wi t h Myer  and any f i r i ng of  one woul d make 

bot h l ook "suspect " i n t he eyes of  t he hi st or i c Muse. Bes t , 



pol i t i cal l y »peaki ng, could not go* I "coul d not upset htm." So 

my best reporting became verbal , tel ephoni c, and "for my f i l es" or 

in l etters to lied and speeches at Conferences:««at many points thi s 

i s preci sel y where you footnote "what Anal ysi s says." fly vi e« of 

the people i s in a personal  uadupl l cated f i l e al ong with the 

stat 1st l eal  treasures* (And In a t i ny bi t i n the J l * of Fol kl ore.«*» 

for thei r poetry of escape and more cacxnon voi ce}« Zn Washington, 

1 mast admi t, I tore down thi s i nut i l e f i l e further and bui l t i t 

into ay record* So I t Is highl y Incompl ete, even the "of f i ci al  

parts«* 

Could you pl ease, i f you care to consent on these points or 

not, return thi s l etter wi thout re- dupl icating I t since many of the 

points are ones I sistply wish to hold up for f i nal  treatment? 

point her e,�i n thi s seemi ngl y strange request ,�i s that there are 

two court coses on the hooks and in one of them J ohn Burl i ng and I 

are engaged in a batt l e of wi ts* I*m afrai d The Spoi l age has been 

referred to by him and contains enough quotes (of out- of- context 

possi bi l i t i es), on the usual  red- herring of "di sl oyal t y,"�for 

Burl i ng to use the book uncr i t i cal l y* Hy own tact i c would then be, 

not to debate the book, but to bl ast him wi th data on several  of the 

poi nts, above, on which he i s rather unversed* The opposl tlon- to-

ronuncl atIon of the Stockaders is one that has been quoted back to-

me* But "l i t t l e does he know" of the reputation of "gambl ers" which 

nul l i f i ed a l eadership funct i on* And donft get sas wrong�huge chunks 

of Spoi l age are excel l ent * Onl y: you or Bob Bi l l i goei er or ? should 

have parti cipated in on the spot f i el d work* 

Si ncerel y, 

/ a/ Marvin Opl er 



BOOK REVI EW: Far  East er n Sur vey, "Books on t he Paci f i c Ar ea," 
.Mar ch 26, 1947, p. 72. 

Thi s i s a st udy of  t he ef f ect s of  t he war t i me evacuat i on 

f r om t he Paci f i c Coast  of  112,000 per sons of  J apanese ancest r y and 

t he subsequent  det ent i on of  a l ar ger  pr opor t i on of  them f or  t he 

dur at i on. I t  i s an anal ysi s of  human gr oup behavi or , a cr i t i que 

of  Amer i can mores as expr essed i n of f i c i al  act i on, and f i nal l y a 

chal l enge t o sel f - anal ysi s of  our  democr at i c i deol ogy. 

The Spoi l age was made possi bl e by a combi nat i on of  t he 

r esour ces of  t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a and i mpor tant  f oundat i on 

suppor t , but  more l ar gel y by t he f ai t hf ul  i ndust r y of  a gr oup of  

r esear cher s l ed by Dr . Dor ot hy Thomas of  t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 

and Ri char d Ni shi mot o. 

Thi s publ i cat i on i s t he end product  of  l ong, ar duous pl anni ng 

and r esear ch under  ext r emel y di f f i cul t  condi t i ons. The f i r s t  

vol ume (a second vol ume i s now i n pr epar at i on) deal s wi t h t he 

"spoi l age" of  t he evacuat i on- - t hose per sons whose l i ves and f or t unes 

have been ser i ousl y i mpai r ed by t hei r  exper i ence. 

The obj ect i ves of  the ent i r e st udy and a descr i pt i on of  

some of  t he probl ems encount er ed i n t he r esear ch phases ar e st at ed 

i n the Pr ef ace. The t ext  i s ar r anged i n t hi r t een chapt er s, suppl e-

mented by an appendi x, one i t em of  whi ch i s a ver y i l l umi nat i ng 

l i f e hi st or y of  a "Di s l oyal ." The f i r s t  f our  chapt er s deal  i n 

gener al  wi t h t he evacuat i on of  per sons of  J apanese ancest r y f r om 

t he West  Coast , under  t he headi ngs of  Evacuat i on, Det ent i on, 

Regi st r at i on, and Segr egat i on. These were phases t hat  af f ect ed 

al most  al l  members of  t he gr oup. The f i nal  chapt er  i n t hi s gr oup, 

Segr egat i on, cover s t he ser i es of  event s, causes, and ef f ect s 

l eadi ng up t o t he deci si on of  t he government  t o segr egat e "di s-

l oyal " per sons of  J apanese ancest r y i n t he Tul e Lake Rel ocat i on 



Cent er . Thi s per i od ext ends f rom ear l y spr i ng 1942 t o mi d- 1943. 

Chapt er s V t o XI I I  have as t hei r  l ocal e and per sonae dr amat i s 

t he Tul e Lake Cent er  i n Cal i f or ni a, t he per sons conf i ned t her e, 

and var i ous government  o f f i c i al s . These l at t er  chapt er s descr i be 

event s vi ol ent  and sad; t he soci al  and ant i - soci al  behavi or  

pat t er ns; t he for mat i on of  gr oups f or  secur i t y, def ense, and 

aggr essi on; t he per i od of  mar t i al  l aw and i nt i mi dat i ons; t he emer-

gence of  such i ssues as the st r i ke, st at us quo, t he i l l egal  i mpr i son-

ment  of  agi t at or s, and t he hunger  st r i ke; t he et er nal  pul l i ng and 

haul i ng bet ween the Caucasi an admi ni st r at i on and i nt er ned per sons, 

al l  l eadi ng t o t he t r agi c denouement�mass r enunci at i on of  Amer i can 

c i t i zenshi p. These event s occur  f r om mi d- 1943 to t he l at t er  par t  

of  1944. The chapt er s ar e ent i t l ed Revol t , Suppr essi on, Accommoda-

t i on, Under gr ound, I nt er l ude, I nf or mer s, I ncar cer at i on, Resegr ega-

t i on, and Renunci at i on. 

Sk i l l f ul  use has been made of  many di r ect  quot at i ons ob-

t ai ned t hr ough i nt er vi ews. These gi ve t he book l i f e and movement . 

The aut hor s have not  obt r uded; r at her  t hey have l et  t he f l ow of  

per t i nent  quot at i ons by the subj ect s of  the st udy car r y t he 

r eader  t o the hear t  of  the mat t er . The mass of  t hi s mat er i al  i s 

i mposi ng. I t s t ot al  ef f ect  on t he r eader  i s an i mpr essi on of  

aut hent i ci t y and a f eel i ng of  i nt i macy wi t h a r at her  dr eadf ul  

human exper i ence. 

Once t he deci si on was r eached t hat  t hese peopl e of  J apanese 

ancest r y, at  l ar ge, enj oyi ng f r eedom, const i t ut ed danger , t hei r  

assembl age and det ent i on was easy. Because of  t hei r  di st i nct i ve 

physi cal  appear ance, i t  was si mpl e t o r ound them up, si mpl e t o put  

them i n r el ocat i on cent er s, and i t  was presumed t hat  t he admi ni st r a-

t i on of  t he i nt er nment  camps woul d al so be a c i nch. But  somehow al l  



t hese assumpt i ons of  si mpl i ci t y were wr ong. I t  wasn't  si mpl e 

at  al l . The r esul t  at  t he Tul e Lake Cent er  anyhow seems to have 

been an awf ul  mess. 

The f ai l ur e seems t o have ar i sen from a l ack of  comprehensi on 

on sever al  poi nt s. F i r s t , t he fundament al  dynami c of  f r eedom works 

j ust  as wel l  f or  peopl e of  col or  as f or  whi t es. Humani t y val ues 

per sonal  f r eedom, and once havi ng t ast ed i t , wi l l  f i ght  t o mai nt ai n 

i t  wi t h any weapoms t hat  are avai l abl e. 

The second er r or  was even more pr of ound. Mat hemat i cal  

concept s cannot  be subst i t ut ed f or  human emot i ons. The War  Rel oca-

t i on Aut hor i t y, t he Army, and the FBI  at  Tul e Lake pr oceeded t i me 

and t i me agai n to ask the i nt er nees f or  si mpl e, cat egor i cal  answer s 

t o mat hemat i cal l y si mpl e quest i ons. They f or got  t hat  t hey wer en't  

deal i ng wi t h i nt eger s but  wi t h f r i ght ened, i nsecur e human bei ngs. 

They got  some amazi ng answer s. When a young man was asked, "Ar e 

you a dual  c i t i zen?" he r epl i ed, "No, we are not  dual  c i t i zens . 

But  i n t he f i r s t  pl ace i f  we ar e c i t i zens , how come we ar e i n 

t hese camps? . . . How come t hey t ook t he ci t i zens? How come t hey 

di dn't  i nt er n Wi l l k i e, LaGuar di a and Mayor  Rossi ?" (p. 96) 

Thi r d, Amer i cans don't  seem t o make ver y good concent r at i on 

camp oper at or s. I t ' s not  i n our  t r adi t i on. On t he ot her  hand, we 

di spl ay an al ar mi ng l ack of  soci al  ski l l s and t her ef or e r at her  

compl ete i ncompetence i n si t uat i ons r equi r i ng t hei r  use. 

The aut hor s of  The Spoi l age i mpl y t hat  t her e i s a woef ul  

gap bet ween Amer i can soci al  i nt ent  and Amer i can soci al  t echni ques. 

Our  of f i c i al  i nt ent i ons toward per sons of  J apanese ancest r y wer e, 

on t he whol e, not  consci ousl y mal i ci ous or  wi cked. I n some cases 

i t  was downr i ght  benevol ent . So, per haps the most  ser i ous char ge 

i s t hat  of  uncer t ai nt y by Amer i cans on the quest i on of  how t o pr eser ve 
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t he essent i al s of  human di gni t y . Thi s uncer t ai nt y, as t he aut hor s 

show, was mani f est  t hr oughout  t he whol e per i od i n t he act i vi t i es 

of  al l  agenci es r esponsi bl e f or  f or mul at i ng pol i cy or  i n execut i ng 

i t . The Army, t he FBI , t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y, and Congr ess 

al l  worked at  cr oss pur poses. For  the vi ct i ms t hi s r esul t ed i n 

di scour agement  and f r ust r at i on. 

The pr essur e of  t hi s exper i ence was so har r owi ng t hat  i n a 

number  of  i nst ances r epudi at i on of  Amer i can c i t i zenshi p was a 

di st i nct  r el i ef . These quest i ons t hen ar i se: I s t he term spoi l age 

r ever si bl e? Was Amer i ca spoi l ed f or  t hose r epudi at i ng i t , or  was 

i ndi vi dual  i mpai rment  t he more i mpor tant  aspect ? The f i r s t  

al t er nat i ve seems wor t h ponder i ng. 

-  Laur ence I . Hewes, J r . 
Regi onal  Di r ect or  
Amer i can Counci l  on Race Rel at i ons 



BOOK REVI EW: The Chr i st i an Sci ence Moni t or  

'SPOI LAGE' OF EVACUATION: 

Tr agedy of  J apanese- Amer i cans . . . . . . By Rober t  g . Br unn 

Ber kel ey, Cal i f . 

Dr . Dor ot hy Thomas and Ri char d Ni shi mot o work i n t hr ee rooms 

l i ned wi t h st eel  f i l i ng cabi net s, ami d t abl es and chai r s st acked 

hi gh wi t h r oughl y bound t ypewr i t t en r epor t s and t he car ef ul  di s-

or der  of  wor k I n pr ogr ess. They ar e the nat i on's for emost  aut hor i -

t i es on what  many consi der  t o be t he Amer i can t r agedy of  Wor l d 

War  I I - - mass evacuat i on of  110,000 J apanese and J apanese Amer i cans 

f r om t he West  Coast . 

Di ck Ni shi mot o was bor n i n Tokyo, and came t o Amer i ca when a 

yout h t o at t end Lowel l  Hi gh School  i n San Fr anci sco and St anf or d 

Uni ver si t y, wher e he gr aduat ed as an engi neer  i n 1929, He i s 

t hi n, al er t , s t i l l  t al ks wi t h a t r ace of  an accent . 

Dr . Thomas i s one of  t he count r y's f or emost  soci ol ogi st s, 

and came t o t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a i n J anuar y, 1940, af t er  

many year s at  Yal e, Col umbi a, London Uni ver si t y, and poi nt s east . 

Her  boyi sh bob and dark- r immed gl asses onl y ser ve t o emphasi ze one 

thi ng- - that  she i s a seeker  of  f ac t s . 

St or y of  Mass Evacuat i on 

Toget her , Dr . Thomas and Mr . Ni shi mot o, wi t h Ni sei  and ot her  

associ at es, have been gat her i ng f act s si nce t he day i n Mar ch, 1942, 

when Dr . Thomas "saw a f or ced mass evacuat i on and sai d l et 's st udy 

i t . " She pr ai ses "t he ext r aor di nar y at t i t ude" of  Dr . Rober t  Gordon 

Spr oul , Pr esi dent  of  t he Uni ver s i t y, and t he Uni ver si t y r egent s, 

who not  onl y appr oved but  encour aged what  came t o be known as t he 



- 2 -

Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy. 

The f i r s t  pr oduct  of  the st udy i s a 383- page hook, "The 

Spoi l age,M co- authored by Dr . Thomas and Mr . Nl shi mot o. I t  i s 

an af t er - evacuat i on st udy of  t he so- cal l ed "di s l oyal " evacuees� 

t hose of  t he i mmi grant  gener at i on who have been sent  t o J apan and 

t hose of  t he second Amer i can gener at i on who r enounced t hei r  

c i t i zenshi p whi l e i n t he war  camps. "The Spoi l age" expl ai ns t he 

pr essur es upon t he at t i t udes of  t hi s "di s l oyal " gr oup�one out  

of  ever y s i x evacuees. 

The l ast  chapt er  of  "The Spoi l age" i s bei ng wr i t t en i n 

San Fr anci sco, where Feder al  J udge A.F . St . Sur e i s r eadi ng t he 

mass of  evi dence i n t he famous c i t i zenshi p r enunci at i on cases. 

Hi s deci si on wi l l  af f ect  t he l i ber t y of  400 r enunci ant s hel d by 

t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce and t he c i t i zenshi p of  some 3,550 

per sons who, i t  i s cl ai med, r enounced t hei r  c i t i zenshi p under  

dur e s s . 

Those who ar gue dur ess bel i eve t he r enunci ant s wer e di s-

i l l usi oned by t hei r  t r eat ment  as second- cl ass c i t i zens , and ur ged 

t o act i on by t hose bas i cal l y di s l oyal , who used t he "concent r at i on 

camp" atmosphere t o t ake advant age of  t hem. The evacuat i on and 

concent r at i on i n deser t  camps was har d t o t ake, par t i cul ar l y f or  

t hose who had been educat ed i n Amer i can school s t o bel i eve i n 

t hei r  democr at i c her i t age. 

1 Sal vage1 i s F i nal  Chapt er  

Asi de f r om t he "spoi l age" of  one i n s i x , t her e was t he 

"sal vage" of  one i n three- - those who l ef t  t he concent r at i on cent er s 

t o go t o t he East  and Mi ddl e West . Dr . Thomas and Mr . Ni shi mot o 



ar e now deep I n wr i t i ng "The Sal vage," whi ch wi l l  compl ete t hei r  

st udy. 

The two col l abor at or s f eel  t hat  t he most  val uabl e r esul t  of  

t hei r  war t i me compi l at i on wi l l  be the mass of  sour ce mat er i al  whi ch 

wi l l  be avai l abl e t o st udent s at  t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 

Li br ar y af t er  "The Sal vage11 i s wr i t t en. A good exampl e i s t he 

Ki kuchi  di ar y�mor e than ei ght  f eet  of  t ypewr i t t en pages. 

When you ask t hese ser i ous peopl e i f  t he J apanese- Amer i can 

"pr obl em" i s sol ved, t hey say "No." What  becomes of  t he "r esi due" 

of  t he evacuat i on wi l l  be t he answer , t hey say. 

The ext ent  t o whi ch t he r enunci ant s, i f  f r eed, ar e t aken 

i nt o communi ty l i f e; whet her  wi t h i ncr easi ng unempl oyment  J apanese-

Amer i cans wi l l  be "f i r s t  t o be f i r ed"; t he r e- est abl i shment  or  

not  of  J apanese ghet t os i n Pac i f i c Coast  c i t i es ; t he at t i t ude of  

t r adi t i onal  ant i - Or i ent al  pr essur e gr oups on t he Paci f i c Coast  

under  economi c pr essur e�t hese quest i ons must  be answer ed f i r s t . 

Mr . Br unn i s a s t af f  cor r espondent  of  
The Chr i st i an Sci ence Moni t or  
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Wages in the building trades are 
higher than in most industries; thus 
employment and spending can be 
set in motion by easy loans. Some-
times taxes act as a subsidy, and 
at other times hidden bounties may 
be the means of minimizing com-
plaints from taxpayers. 

Government agencies are listed, 
explained, and in some instances 
found wanting. What is not want-
ing is any item concerned with the 
building industry, its history and 
possibilities. This book should be 
carefully read by all interested in 
construction and its alied branches. 

GUIDE POSTS TO WALL STREET 

by Joseph Mindell 
Forbes Publishing Co., 64 pp. 

"Guide Posts" is a small paper 
book of real merit, especially for 
the less seasoned Wall Street ana-
lyst. It succeeds in portraying some 
obscure areas in financial reasoning, 
lists excellent sources of informa-
tion, and explains technical mea-
surements. Many will find "Guide 
Posts" a welcome and a readable 
exposition. 

PRICES AND BUSINESS IN 1 9 4 7 

by H. C. Kuthe 
Business Bourse, 271 pp, $3.00 

The author believes the monetary 
disequilibrium must be remedied by 
reducing the supply of money. Fed-
eral Reserve Banks are holding some 
$23 billion of Government securi-
ties. The sale of these assets would 
reduce reserve funds, and, in addi-
tion to this, the reserve banks might 
raise reserve requirements that rest 
on member banks. Inflationary de-
velopments can be set in motion 
through gold imports. 

Qualitative credit control is 
basically sound, but its influence on 
any inflationary danger cannot be 
great. 

During the fiscal year of 1946-47 
the national demand for capital 
funds is likely to exceed the supply 

of current monetary savings; then 
will come the danger of the United 
States being faced with a shortage 
of capital funds, which might result 
not only in inflation but also in a 
severe nudeness depression. The 
author's conclusion is that we are 
menaced by possible inflation and 
threatened by a serious shortage of 
current savings. 

T H E SPOILAGE 

by Dorothy S. Thomas and 
Richard Nishimoto 

Univ. Calif. Press, 2,228 pp, $3.75 

One of the problems taxpayers 
face is that of how their funds are 
to be spent. After reading the 
"Spoilage" they will know all about 
at least one Government project 
with a high cost, and considerable 
carelessness in the use of cash. The 
book tells about projects begun, 
then abandoned, of committees that 
never did more than meet, and of 
other wasted movements. The man-
ner in which co-operatives thrive 
under any circumstances should be 
noted. Although there is little of 
direct boon to stock exchange prac-
tice, this book will illuminate much 
that is wrong in Government un-
dertakings and for this reason 
should be known. 

TRENDS IN AMERICAN PROGRESS 

by Investers Syndicate 
Minneapolis, Minn., 66 pp 

Most analysts have dreamed of 
finding some bound volume of 
factual data. The Investors Syndi-
cate of Minneapolis collected tables 
of several series of importance. 
These are for data from 1894 to 
the present and include, among 
other items, housing, commercial 
failures, national income, money in 
circulation, loan rates, foreign 
trade, and harvests. The book is 
neatly bound, a useful compilation, 
and of great value to students; 
it may be had for the asking. 
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BOOK REVIEW! Popul at i on I ndex. Apr i l , 1947 ( * 

J APANESE AMERICAN EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT 

I n 1942 a group of  soci al  sc i ent i st s i n the Uni ver si t y of  

Cal i f or ni a pl anned an i nt er di sci pl i nar y st udy of  t he evacuat i on, 

det ent i on, and r eset t l ement  of  the J apanese mi nor i t y l i vi ng on t he 

west  coast  of  the Uni t ed St at es. The f i r s t  vol ume r esul t i ng from 

t hat  st udy, The Spoi l age, by Dor ot hy Swai ne Thomas and Ri char d S. 

Ni shi mot o, "anal yzes t he exper i ences of  t hat  par t  of  t he mi nor i t y 

gr oup whose st at us i n Amer i ca was i mpai r ed: t hose of  t he i mmi grant  

gener at i on who r et ur ned, af t er  t he war , t o def eat ed J apan; t hose of  

t he second gener at i on who r el i nqui shed Amer i can c i t i zenshi p. I t  i s , 

t hus, concer ned wi t h t he shor t - run 'spoi l age1 r esul t i ng f r om evacua-

t i on and det ent i on» t he st i gmat i zat i on as »di sl oyal » t o t he Uni t ed 

St at es of  one out  of  ever y s i x evacuees; t he concent r at i on and con-

f i nement  of  t hi s gr oup i n t he Tul e Lake Cent er ; the r epr essi ve meas-

ur es under t aken by government  agenci es, i ncl udi ng mar t i al  l aw, i ncar -

cer at i on and i nt er nment ; t he successi ve pr ot est  movements of  t he 

gr oup agai nst  t hese r epr essi ons, cul mi nat i ng i n mass wi t hdr awal  f rom 

Amer i can c i t i zens h i p . . . . I t  i s pr esent ed as . . . a uni que r ecor d and 

anal ysi s of  t he cont i nui ng pr ocess of  i nt er act i on bet ween government  

and gover ned, t hr ough t he poi nt - by- poi nt  r epr oduct i on of  st ages i n t he 

pr ocess of  at t i t ude format  i on." (P. x i i , ) 

The second vol ume of  t he J apanese Amer i can Evacuat i on and Reset t l e-

ment  st udy wi l l  anal yze t he shor t - run sal vage, i . e . , t hose who were 

di sper sed and r eset t l ed i n t he East  and Mi ddl e West . I n addi t i on, 

t her e wi l l  be at  l east  two monogr aphs, one deal i ng wi t h t he pol i t i cal  

and admi ni st r at i ve aspect s of  evacuat i on and r eset t l ement , t he ot her  

wi t h t he ecol ogy of  "di s l oyal t y ." 
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To summar i ze The Spoi l age i s mani f est l y i mpossi bl e, f or  i t  i s 

al most  f our  hundr ed pages of  di s t i l l ed documentat i on of  an ext r a-

or di nar i l y compl ex pr ocess of  soc i al  i nt er act i on and soci al  adj ust ment . 

I t s r el evance t o f or mal  demography i s l i mi t ed i f  vi ewed wi t hi n the 

nar row f ocus of  t he exi st i ng cont ent  of  the di sc i pl i ne; i f  vi ewed 

wi t hi n t he br oader  compass of  t he evol vi ng wor l d of  t he mi d- t went i et h 

cent ur y, i t s cont r i but i on may appr oach t hat  made by W. I . Thomas and 

Pl or i an Znani ecki  when t hei r  The Pol i sh Peasant  i n Eur ope and Amer i ca 

deepened t he st udy of  t he i nt er nat i onal  mi gr at i on of  an ear l i er  

per i od f r om demogr aphi c bal ance- sheet  t o soci al  pr ocess. The J apa-

nese Amer i cans who were t r ansf er r ed and r eset t l ed because t hey had 

become cat egor i es r at her  t han i ndi vi dual s were a smal l  gr oup, but  i n 

Eur ope and t he Par  East  mi l l i ons of  peopl e have become mi gr at or y 

pawns i n t he changi ng r el at i ons of  st at es i n a wor l d i n whi ch bot h 

t he r i ght  t o mi gr at e and t he r i ght  t o r emai n st at i onar y have been l ost . 

The det ai l ed pr ocesses of  i ndi vi dual  adj ust ment  and soci al  t r ansfor ma-

t i on doubt l ess di f f er  shar pl y among the var i ous gr oups of  peopl e 

moved, re- moved, or  subj ect  t o movement , but  t he f i ndi ngs of  The 

Spoi l age i ndi cat e t hat  compr ehensi ve r esear ch and met i cul ous pl anni ng 

ar e necessar y i f  t he t r agi c wast e of  t he Amer i can t r ansf er  i s not  t o 

be dupl i cat ed a t housand- fol d i n ar eas whose economi c and cul t ur al  

r es i l i ency i s al r eady pr ecar i ousl y l i mi t ed. 



BOOK REVI EW: Soci al  For ces. May, 1947. 

Ever ybody knows about  Pear l  Har bor  and t he hyst er i cal  

pr esi dent i al  pr ocl amat i ons of  December  7- 8, 1941, subj ect i ng 

127,000 Amer i can J apanese, 80,000 Amer i can bor n, to l oss of  per -

sonal  l i ber t i es , evacuat i on, det ent i on, and r eset t l ement . These 

t hi ngs ar e descr i bed i n t hi s book. The st udy i s concept ual i zed 

on t he basi s of  soci ol ogy, ant hr opol ogy, pol i t i cal  sci ence, soci al  

psychol ogy, and economi cs. Much of  t hi s immense scope must  be 

r eal i zed, however , by i mpl i cat i on and i nf er ence because of  di f f i -

cul t i es i n get t i ng var i ous ki nds of  dat a. The t hr ee mai n 

l abor at or i es of  t he st udy were t he Tul e Lake pr oj ect  i n Nor t her n 

Cal i f or ni a, t he Post on pr oj ect  i n Ar i zona, and Mi ni doka pr oj ect  

i n I daho. The st udy combi nes t he t ypi cal  pr odi gi ousness of  

Mi ss Thomas and t he met i cul ous per sever ance of  her  J apanese-

Amer i can col l eagues. 

The st udy r ecount s i n spi ne- chi l l i ng vi vi dness t he evacuat i on, 

conf i nement , and segr egat i on of  t he r l l oyal n and "di s l oyal "; t he 

i nevi t abl e r i se of  di scont ent ment , s t r i kes , vi ol ence, t hr eat s, 

and mar t i al  l aw; t he subsequent  apat hy, passi ve r esi st ance, under -

ground act i v i t i es , suspi ci ous beat i ngs, and murder  gr owi ng out  of  

f r ust r at i on and i nt er nal  di ssent ; and t he f i nal  mass r enunci at i on 

of  Amer i can c i t i zenshi p. 

I t  i s onl y by gr eat  ef f or t  t hat  one can f or bear  a det ai l ed 

excur si on i nt o t he many st upi di t i es t hat  wer e consummated upon 

t hi s hel pl ess mi nor i t y gui l t y onl y of  havi ng f l ed t o t hi s count r y 

i n sear ch of  r ef uge f r om t he sel f - same i ndi gni t i es and per secut i ons 

t o whi ch t hey were subj ect ed by mi l i t ar y mi sconcept i on and of  



bei ng bor n of  J apanese par ent age. Needl ess t o say, t he const i t u-

t i onal  and st at ut or y guar ant ees of  99 per  cent  of  t he Amer i can 

popul at i on were sacr i f i ced upon the al t ar s of  chauvi ni sm i n or der  

t hat  one per  cent  mi ght  not  escape an undeser ved vengeance. (No 

par t  of  t hi s comment  can be i mputed di r ect l y t o t he aut hor s.) 

A st udy of  t hi s t ype vi r t ual l y def i es ei t her  schemat i c anal ysi s 

or  obj ect i ve cr i t i c i sm. I t  i s wr i t t en somewhat  l i ke one woul d t r y 

t o i magi ne an el abor at e case st udy di vi ded i nt o i nt egr al  par t s 

wi t h t hor ough aut hent i cat i on. Impor t ant  as t he subj ect  i s , t he 

st yl e of  t he t ext  keeps i t  f r om bei ng compel l i ng r eadi ng mat t er . 

St udent s of  t he soci al  psychol ogy of  conf l i ct  and accommodat i on 

wi l l  f i nd t he st udy a f er t i l e source of  much needed i nf or mat i on. 

Soci al  sci ent i st s i n gener al  wi l l  f i nd i t  a r ecor d of  soci al  

hi st or y and consequences of  what  appear s t o be unexcel l ed f i del i t y . 

The Amer i can publ i c cannot  af f or d t o al l ow i t  t o escape t he 

at t ent i on of  t he execut i ve br anches of  the gover nment , i f  t he 

sur vi val  of  democracy i s one of  i t s ambi t i ons. 

OTI S DURANT DUNCAN 

Okl ahoma Agr i cul t ur al  and Mechani cal  Col l ege 



The Spoilage.. By DOROTHY S.WAINE THOMAS 

and RICHARD C. NISHIMOTO,  wi t h cont r i bu-   ̂

t i ons by ROSALIE  A. . HANKEY, JAMES M . 

SAKODA, MORTON GRODZINS, FRANK MIYA-

MOTO.  Berkel ey and Los Angel es: Universi ty 

of  Cal i fornia Press, 1946. Pp. xx + 388. $3.75. 

I n 1942 a group of  social  scientists at  the Uni-

versity of  Cal i fornia began a study of  the 

evacuation, detention, and resettlement  of  the 

J apanese minori ty in this country. Thi s publ ica-

tion is the f i r st  of  a number  whi ch wil l  give a 

social- cultural  analysis of  the main elements of  

this entire program. 

Original l y the evacuation of  all  J apanese 

Amer i cans from the Western Defense Com-

mand was viewed as a mil itary precaution fol-

l owing the shock of  Pearl  Harbor . I t  was 

assumed that, aside from some outright  danger-

ous al iens who woul d be l ocked up, the bul k of  

the evacuees woul d be al l owed to settle in the 

inl and sections of  the country. But  the wide-

spread pubj ic reaction to this idea forced the 

federal  government  to set  up separate camps'i n 

whi ch the J apanese�both native born and 

foreign born�coul d reside for  the duration., 

Thi s particular  Vol ume tells the story of  what  

happened at  the Tul e Lake Segregation Center . 

Due to misunderstanding and resentment  on the 

part  of  many J apanese toward the whol é idea 

of  segregation, and due to the inept  administra-

tive pol icy and practice of  the War  Rel ocation 

Author i ty, there developed a series of  confl icts 

marked by accusations on both sides, and by 

strikes, riots, and homicide. I n the early mont hs 

however , l eadership among the evacuees was in 

the hands of  moderate organizations and indi-

vidual s. As the relations among the evacuees 

themselves and between the J apanese colony as 

a whol e and the administration became more 

tense, the leadership of  the evacuees passed to 

more antagonistic groups and persons. I n the 

end there was an almost' hysteric mass movement  

among the residents of  Tul e Lake in favor  of  

renouncing their  Amer i can citizenship. 

For  cultural  anthropology and sociology the 

study reveals the l imitations as wel l  as the extent  

of  our  accul turation of  the J apanese. Among the 
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Nisei  particularly their  Amer i can ideals were 

gradual l y shattered. Moreover , their  sense of  

strong fami l y sol idarity and the propaganda of  

relatively few but  highly vocal  pro- J apanese 

elements pl ayed distinctive parts in the emer-

gence of  more and more hostile reactions on 

their  part. For  the social  psychologist  the book 

provides useful  documentation of  the role of  

confl ict  in developing l eadership and strong 

sol idarity among dissident  groups and of  the 

place of  intra- group tensions among the evacuees 

themselves, characterized by rumors and fear  

of  informers. There is also a good picture of  

the shifts in attitude through time. Initial ly 

there was di smay, confusion, and uncertainty 

bal anced by a faith that  they woul d, in the end, 11 

be wel l  treated. Final l y, however , a large per-

centage had a sense of  being most  unjustl y 

persecuted and many showed signs of  personal  

disorganization. 

The data in this vol ume are of  the case- record 

variety and the statistical  matter  is kept  at  a 

mi ni mum. As valuable as this vol ume is, it  seems 

to the reviewer  that  the authors failed to make 

use of  their  materials to combine sociological  

theory.wi th empirical  f i ndi ngs. Nowher e is there 

a systematic presentation of  the processual  

changes whi ch might  have been given if  only in 

schematic and summary form. The reviewer  is 

not  suggesting that  the authors should have 

forced their  data into any preconceived rigid 

frame. On the contrary, use might  have been 

made of  their  excel lent  materials to test  some 

of  the long- standing assumptions about  the 

genesis and course of  such basic processes as 

confl ict, cooperation, and accomodation. 
KIMBALL YOUNG 

Queens College J 
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versi ty of  Nebr aska Press, 1946, 168 p. $2.50. 
An ex- Assistant  At torney General  in charge of  the Ant i - Trust  Di vi si on opens up a 

vista of  economic devel opment  for  the West er n hal f  of  the Uni t ed States provi ded it  

can shake off  the shackl es of  Eastern f i nanci al  control . 

A ME R I K A . BY OTAKAR MACHOTKA . Pr ague: Mel ant r i ch, 1946, 336 p. Kc . 150. 
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furnished, and located in areas better 
designed and planned. 

Human and political relationships are 
also discussed. In his introductory chap-
ter the author states his own economic and 
political position, and outlines the plan of 
the book. He begins with a brief survey 
of present conditions, turns next to 
technical advances and possibilities, and 
concludes with recommendations. Mr. 
Teague stresses the importance of preserv-
ing political freedom and the free enter-
prise system. In dealing with the prob-
lems of labor, he shows how important 
it is that labor be given a responsible and 
profit-sharing position in this system. It 
is pointed out, also, that to make the parade 
of technical and social advance possible, the 
United States must make the start, to set 
an example to the rest of the world for a 
necessary advance along the same road. 
Both the style and content of the book are 
directed toward the general reader. 

Teague, Wal ter  Dor wi n. Born 1883. At-

tended Ar t  Students League, New Yor k, N. Y . 

Industrial  designer. Publ i cat i on: DESIGN THIS 
DAY ; the technique of  order  in the machi ne i  

age, 1940. 

Teeters, Negley King. PENOLOGY F R O M 

P A N A M A TO C A P E  HORN. BKiladel-
phia, University of Pennsylvania 
Press, for Temple University Publica-
tions, 1946. 269 p. plates, maps. 22 
cm. $3.50. 47-129S/ 

IN THE summer of ,4944 Mr. Teeters 
made a survey of the crime control sys-

tems in Panama and-South America under 
the auspices of the,Cultural Relations Divi-
sion of the U. A Department of State. 
The present nionograph reports on Pan-
ama, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, 
Argentina./and Brazil. Surprising as it 
may seen/ this is the first sizable presenta-
tion of me subject for the English-reading 
publics The absence of earlier reports 
ma^/well be due to the fact, pointed out by 
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the author, that with regard to the criminal 
law itself, the interpretation of the causes 
of crime, and the handling of offenders, 
South America has been exposed almost 
exclusively to Continental European rather 
than North American influences. Crimi-
nal etiology is dominated by the Italian 
Neo-Lombrosian school and by criminal 
biology in general; and, as the author 
points out, where such American prison 
systems as the Pennsylvania and Auburn 
have been borrowed, they have been bor-
rowed by way of Europe instead of directly 
from the United States. 

The introductory chapter, Latin Ameri-
can Penal Practice, will be of special in-
terest to the criminologist. The detailed 
surveys of the individual countries are di-
rected to the reader with a special interest 
in the area. The author is critical, with 
a few exceptions, of the penal practices of 
South- America, but this is to be expected 
from* the representative of a country which . . 
currently subscribes to an entirely different (f^jT^^l J-^f 
philosophy regarding the interpretation 
and handling of the crime problem. Any 
student of South American life will find the 
book profitable reading, since crime control 
is, after all, one of the important elements 
in the culture of any people. 

Teeters, Negl ey Ki ng. Born 1896. Edu-

cated at  Ober l i n Col l ege, A. B., 1920; Ohi o State 

Universi ty, Ph. D. , 1931. Professor  of  sociology, 

Templ e Universi ty. Publ i cat ions: THEY WERE 
IN PRISON, 1 9 3 7 ; NEW HORIZONS IN CRIMI-

NOLOGY  (i n col l abor at i on), 1 9 4 3 ; WORLD PENAL 

SYSTEMS, 1 9 4 4 . 

Thomas, Dorothy Swaine and Nishimoto, 
Richard S. T H E SPOILAGE  ; Japanese 
American evacuation and resettle-
ment. Berkeley and Los Angeles, Uni-
versity of California Press, 1946. 388 
p. plates, diagrs. 24 cm. $3.75. A 
47-1448. 

PR E S E N T E D in this book is an ob-
jective, documentary report of how 

one-sixth of the 110,000 Japanese Ameri-

I 
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cans evacuated from the West Coast came 
to be identified as disloyal to the United 
States and who constitute "the spoilage." 
The story is told authoritatively by a so-
ciologist and by a Tokyo-born participant 
observer in the evacuation. The authors 
drew on the day by day records kept by 
more than a dozen social scientists and a 
score of evacuee participant observers. 
Most of the story naturally revolves about 
the Tule Lake relocation center to which 
disloyal persons were sent from the other 
nine centers. 

Developments are related, the one after 
the other, that led up to the renunciation 
of American citizenship by one-sixth of the 
evacuees. First of all was the expulsion 
of a minority group from their homes as a 
precautionary wartime measure; then 
came detention behind barbed wire until 
the ten relocation centers could be made 
ready. Next came registration and the 
administrative determination of "loyalty" 
and "disloyalty," with segregation of the 
disloyal at Tule Lake. There followed 
revolt, strikes, threats, and violence which 
were suppressed by martial law. An 
evacuee co-ordination committee lost 
status when an underground movement 
began to emphasize the committee's failure 
either to provide enough employment or 
to secure the release of detained persons. 
As the underground movement gained 
strength, there was an interlude of apathy, 
followed by an outburst in which many 
were called informers, with beatings and 
murder occurring. When some of the 
participants were placed in confinement, 
the disloyal group pressed for resegrega-
tion, claiming that more advantages were 
to be gained by avowed disloyalty than by 
attempting further to remain loyal to the 
United States. Such were the conditions 
back of the mass relinquishment of Ameri-
can citizenship. 

Thomas, Dorothy Swaine. Born 1899. Ed-

ucated at  Col umbia University, A. B., 1922; 

University of  London, Ph. D., 1924. Professor  

of  rural  sociology, University of  Cal i fornia, 

Berkeley. Director, University of  Cal i fornia 

Evacuation and Resettlement  Study. Publica-

t i ons: SOME N E W TECHNIQUES FOR STUDYING 

SOCIAL BEHAVIOR, 1 9 2 9 ; OBSERVATIONAL 

STUDIES OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOR  (i n col l abora-

t i on), 1 9 3 3 ; SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF 

SWEDISH POPULATION MOVEMENTS, 1 7 5 0 -

1933, 1941; and other  works. 

Nishimoto, Ri chard S. Born 1904, J apan. 

Educated at  Stanford Universi ty, B. A., 1929. 
Research assistant, University of  Cal i fornia 

Evacuation and Resettlement  Study. 

U. S. National Housing Agency. P U B L I C 

H O U S I N G D E S I G N ; a review of experi-
ence in low-rjent housing. National 
Housing Agency. Federal Public 
Housing Aiithority. Washington, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
1946. 294 p, illus. (incl. maps, 
plans) tables,!diagrs. 26 cm. paper, 
$1.25. 46-2967. 

FFERING the extensive experience 
V - / collected from nearly four hundred 
low-rent projects which contained over a 
hundred thousand dwelling units, PUBL IC 

H O U S I N G D E S I G N is ta report on the most 
satisfactory designs: for public housing 
projects. It covers the whole field of pub-
lic housing, including such subjects as site 
analysis and engineering, dwelling types, 
plans, and construction, land use and 
planting, the selection, design, and instal-
lation of utilities, dowyi to so small a detail 
as the types of garbage can proper for the 
rear of garden-type i apartments. Em-
phasis is placed on planning for continued 
usefulness, on low capital cost, and on 
construction for low-cbst operation, main-
tenance, and repair. 

Although the government's experience 
has been in the field of public housing, it 
was gained across wide areas of the United 
States and is more extensive than that of a 
private builder is likely to be. Moreover, 
construction conditions and problems in 
privately financed projects are similar to 
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Of the several  cl i ni cal  studies of America1a wartime treat-

sent of i ts residents of J apanese ancestry, the present i s the 

most thorough. In l anguage of severe obj ect i vi ty, and wi th a 

weal th of documentation rare even la these days of meticulous 

soci al  Investi gati ons, the authors have fashioned a severer 

Indictment of American ci vi l i sat i on than have any of the emotion-

al l y colored reports of the same epi sode. A government popul arl y 

supported on the ground of I ts concern for human wel fare Infl i cted 

during four years every conceivabl e hardship and humi l iation upon 

a section of I ts popul ation charged wi th no crime. I t gave way 

to the hysteria of a smal l  minori ty; It permitted a mechanical  

mi l i tary concept of nati onal  securi ty to override the dictates 

of moral i ty and of common sense; I t got i tsel f entangl ed In 

contradictions of pol i cy; and It has thus far fai l ed to make even 

such amends for manifest Inj usti ces as Involve only f i nanci al  com-

pensation. 

The book I tsel f provides no such concl usi on�and, indeed, no 

summary of f i ndi ngs. I ts general i zati ons are few and Intended for 

the most part to el ucidate the external  course of events. Li t t l e 

guidance i s afforded the reader who desi res to cut through the 

accumulation of observations, excerpts from di ar i es and l etters, 

of f i ci al  statements, and accounts of l ocal  events or personal  ex-

peri ences, to a grasp of essenti al s* to get the ful l  meaning of 

these chroni cl es, he must work hard or use the material s here 

offered in conjunction wi th Al exander Lei ghton's The governing of 

I L V  Men. 
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Thi s i s not to say that the information here offered has l i t t l e 

val ue for the aoel al  sci ent i st . For many purposes it la exception-

al l y useful . Records of soel al  confl i ct are too often l acking in 

the very data that expl ain thei r psychol ogical  content. In the 

present Instance, they are as complete in every respect and as 

careful l y cheeked as the most meticulous student may hope for* 

There are al so many secondary values« For exampl e, the 

rel i abi l i t y of verbal  tests to ascertain atti tudes is once again 

thoroughly expl oded. Xn thi s i nstance, the government used i t in 

a fut i l e attempt to separate l oyal  from di sl oyal  J apanese Americans. 

As one Zssei points out, no inner confl i ot is involved in being 

l aw- abiding�and to that extent l oyal  to the United States�and at 

the same time al together l oyal  to J apan in feel i ng. Cul tural  

pl ural i sm does not permit of any tests of atti tude in r i gi d terms 

of absol utes. 

The detai l ed account of the "revol t* in the segregation center 

set aside for di f f i cul t elements provides an unusual l y cl ear pl eture 

of the contributions of uncertainty, fear , and resentment to the 

growth of vi ol ence. I t tends to confi rm the bel i ef held by many 

soci al  sci ent i sts that the success popul arl y attr i buted to the 

machinations of professional  agi tators has a foundation of fact only 

in those rare instances when they come upon a scene exactl y r i pe 

for them. 

Among other matters of speci al  interest to those concerned in 

soci al  group adjustments Is an abundance of information about the 

effect of the catastrophic interference wi th the l i ves of J apanese 

residents on the Paei f i e Coast on the rel at i ons between young and 
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ol d, between those who st i l l  have l i nks wi t h t he homeland and these 

who have none.. 

Of techni cal  Interest for soci al  research Is the excel l ent ose 

made in the project that has resul ted in thi s report of "part i ci pant 

observers.* Many of these were young highl y- trained J apanese 

Americans who gsnul nel y shared in the emotions of the camp popul ation 

to whi ch they bel onged, yet were abl e to reoord thei r observations 

and thoughts wi th a hi gh degree of obj ect i vi ty. Thi s ki nd of evi -

dence requi res speci al  checks, of course, but In thi s i nstance, at 

l east , has proved Inval uabl e« 

A second volume wi l l  deal  wi th the experiences of that minori ty 

of evacuees who, forci bl y torn by these events from thei r homes on 

the Paci f i c Qoast, found through thei r di spersal  and resettl ement 

In other parts of the Uni ted States a new promise of rel ease f r om 

the status of hal f- Amer l eans* 

BRUNO LASXER 

lew York, March 1947 
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TEST OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 

Hawai i 1 a J apanese: An Exper i ment  i n Democracy« By Andrew VST, Ll nd 
Amer i cans: The St or y of  t he 44Zpfl  Combat  Team, By Or vi l l e C. Shi r ey 
f fhe Spoi l age: f ey Dor ot hy S. Thomas and Ri char d Ni shi mot o 

I t  i s a commonpl ace t hat  t he f ul l  s i gni f i cance of  gr eat  event s 

of t en f ai l s t o make i t sel f  f el t  unt i l  t ime has put  them i n t he 

per spect i ve of  hi st or y. Ver y few Amer i cans under st ood, dur i ng t he 

cl amor  f or  r emoval  of  t he J apanese f r om t he West  Coast  i n 1942, t hat  

our  whol e concept  of  c i v i l  l i ber t i es was on t r i a l . Fewer  s t i l l  knew 

t hat  when t hey l ent  t hei r  voi ces t o t hi s demand t hey were ser vi ng as 

t ool s of  cer t ai n pr essur e gr oups, and as vi ct i ms of  t hei r  own 

i gnor ance and emot i ons. A di st r essi ng maj or i t y s t i l l  bel i eves 

t oday t hat  r esi dent  J apanese i n Hawai i  commi t ted sabot age at  Pear l  

Har bor , 

To set  t he r ecor d st r ai ght , t o pr ovi de t he backl i ght i ng of  

sc i ent i f i c i nqui r y, the col or i ng of  publ i c opi ni on, and t he cr i t i que 

of  l egal i t y , a consi der abl e l i t er at ur e i s gr owi ng up ar ound t he 

evacuat i on and i t s consequences. A ser i es of  t en bookl et s has been 

i ssued by the War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y i t sel f �a much mal i gned 

agency whi ch under  t he humane but  f i r m di r ect i on of  Di l l on Myer  

f ought  i t s way t hr ough cr i t i c i sm from bot h l i ber al s and r eact i on-

ar i es i n or der  t o pr eser ve what  r emai ned of  t he r i ght s of  Amer i can 

c i t i zens upr oot ed f r om t hei r  homes wi t hout  accusat i on or  evi dence 

agai nst  t hem, di spossessed t hr ough t he gr eed of  nei ghbor s and t he 

l axi t y or  di shonest y of  bot h l ocal  and Feder al  o f f i c i al s , hel d f or  

year s i n concent r at i on camps wi t hout  t r i al , and t hen t hr eat ened 

wi t h depor t at i on by West  Coast  pr essur e groups and some members of  
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Congr ess. The st or y of  how t hese pr ej udi ces were f ought , of  how WRA 

st uck t o i t s guns and got  t he evacuees back i nt o t he mai nst r eam of  

Amer i can l i f e, and t he J apanese Amer i cans i nt o hi gher  publ i c f avor  

t han t hey had ever  bef or e enj oyed, i s summar i zed i n Di l l on Myer 's 

r epor t , "WRA�A St or y of  Human Conser vat i on.0 

The t hi ng above al l  ot her s t hat  l i f t ed t he J apanese- Amer i cans 

f r om t he undeser ved abyss of  hat r ed and mi st r ust  was t hei r  mi l i t ar y 

r ecor d. Af t er  t he i nj ust i ce of  r emoval  f r om t he Coast , t he Ni sei  

had f ur t her  been st r ui k a bi t t er  bl ow i n t hei r  excl usi on f rom t he 

armed f or ces . Di l l on Myer  kept  af t er  t he War  Depar tment  unt i l  i n 

t hespr i ng of  1943 the r anks of  t he army wer e opened agai n, t hough 

at  f i r s t  onl y t o vol unt eer s. The r esul t  was t he 442nd Combat  Team 

(t he 100t h I nf ant r y Bat t al i on f rom Hawai i  had been i n const ant  ser vi ce 

si nce bef or e t he out br eak of  war , and pr eceded t he 442nd over seas)~ 

an out f i t  whose val or  made headl i nes al l  over  t he count r y when i t  

began f i ght i ng i n Eur ope. I t  i s sai d t o be t he most  decor at ed uni t  

of  t he war . I ncr edi bl e her oi sm i s al ways t he i r oni c accompani ment  

of  man's chi ef est  degr adat i on, but  the 442nd r eal l y seems t o have 

had more t han i t s share of  her oes, f r om t he Rome- Arno campai gn 

t hr ough i t s r escue of  t he Lost  Bat t al i on i n t he Vosges Mount ai ns and 

back t o t he f i nal  campai gn f or  I t al y . I t s st or y can be r ead i n 

"Amer i cans: The St or y of  t he 442d Combat  Team," a st r ai ght f or war d, 

pl ai n- spoken nar r at i ve of  mi ser y and her oi sm. 

"The Spoi l age11 t el l s t he ot her  si de of  t he st or y�t he st or y of  

t hose who, embi t t er ed by l osses, ost r aci sm, and I mpr i sonment , f i nal l y 

r enounced t hei r  Amer i can c i t i zenshi p. Ai ded by sever al  gener ous 

gr ant s and by a number  of  soci al  sc i ent i s t s , i ncl udi ng some Ni sei , 

Dor ot hy Thomas began her  work bef or e t he J apanese had been removed 

H I M 
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f r om t hei r  homes. Pl anned or i gi nal l y on a much wi der  base, her  

st udy has been cut  down t o t he pr esent  vol ume and one yet  t o appear , 

suppor t ed by sever al  monographs* 

Dur i ng t he war  year s cer t ai n pr essur e groups and not  a few 

pol i t i c i ans made qui t e a noi se about  t he "di s l oyal s" among t he 

J apanese- Amer i cans. Mr s. Thomas and her  associ at es concl ude t hat  i n 

most  cases i t  was not  l oyal t y but  secur i t y t he evacuees had i n mi nd 

when t hey answer ed quest i ons r egar di ng t hei r  al l egi ance. Some of  

them r ef used t o "f or swear  any form of  al l egi ance or  obedi ence t o the 

J apanese emper or " because t hey had never  hel d such al l egi ance. To 

be asked t o f or swear  i t  l ooked to them l i ke a t r i ck t o make them 

admi t  t hat  t hey had once pr of essed l oyal t y t o hi m. Ot her s, pr essed 

by par ent s who had l ost  ever yt hi ng i n the evacuat i on, f al sel y cl ai m-

ed di sl oyal t y i n or der  t o avoi d bei ng dr af t ed, and t hus made unabl e 

t o car e f or  t hei r  par ent s. Ot her s, embi t t er ed by al l  t he ki cki ng 

ar ound t hey had suf f er ed at  the hands of  t hei r  government  and anger ed 

by t he bai t i ng of  a host i l e pr ess, deni ed t hei r  l oyal t y out  of  

pr ot est , or  sai d t hat  t hey coul d not  af f i r m l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed 

St at es unt i l  t hei r  l i ber t i es were r est or ed. I n t hi s group were some 

of  t he best  Amer i cans, the ones who t ook t hei r  c i t i zenshi p most  

ser i ousl y. 

Af t er  r egi st r at i on came segr egat i on of  t hose who had pr of essed 

t hemsel ves "di s l oyal ." As anyone coul d have pr edi ct ed, t he communi ty 

est abl i shed f or  t hese peopl e at  Tul e Lake i n nor t her n Cal i f or ni a was 

i n cont i nuous t ur moi l . Whi l e onl y a smal l  mi nor i t y were mi l i t ant l y 

J apanese, i t  was t hi s gr oup whi ch gai ned cont r ol . I nci dent s, such 

as t he acci dent al  deat h of  one of  t he i nmat es, were sei zed upon f or  
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pol i t i cal  maneuver i ng unt i l  a t hr eat ened r evol t  l ed t o the use of  

t he Ar my, When peace had been r est or ed, pr o- J apanese el ement s 

i nt r oduced ear l y morni ng mi l i t ar y exer ci ses, bugl e bl owi ng and 

banzal s , whi ch made the camp l ook l i ke a Tokyo par ade gr ound. 

Though t he act i ve adher ent s never  amounted t o more t han a few 

hundr ed, t hei r  ac t i v i t i es , added t o the ever - pr esent  f ear  of  bei ng 

f or ced out  i nt o a host i l e wor l d, l ed seven out  of  t en c i t i zens at  

Tul e Lake- - i ncl udi ng former  sol di er s i n t he Amer i can Ar my�t o re-

nounce t hei r  c i t i zenshi p. 

The cycl e whi ch began wi t h evacuat i on was compl et e. 
Thei r  par ent s had l ost  t hei r  hard- won f oot hol d i n t he 
economi c st r uct ur e of  Amer i ca. They, t hemsel ves, had 
been depr i ved of  r i ght s whi ch i ndoct r i nat i on i n Amer i can 
school s had l ed them t o bel i eve i nvi ol abl e. Char ged wi t h 
no of f ense, but  vi ct i ms of  a mi l i t ar y mi sconcept i on, t hey 
had suf f er ed conf i nement  behi nd bar bed wi r e . . . They 
had been at  t he mercy of  admi ni st r at i ve agenci es wor ki ng 
at  cr oss- pur poses . They had yi el ded to par ent al  com-
pul si on i n or der  t o hol d t he f ami l y i nt act . They had been 
i nt i mi dat ed by t he r ut hl ess t act i cs of  pr essur e gr oups i n 
camp. They had become t er r i f i ed by r epor t s of  the con-
t i nui ng host i l i t y of  t he Amer i can publ i c , and t hey had 
f i nal l y r enounced t hei r  i r r épar abl y depr eci at ed ci t i zen-
shi p. 

I n t hi s f ashi on we cr eat ed near l y f i ve t housand men and women 

wi t hout  a count r y. No one can r ead t hi s f act ual  r ecor d of  our  

abr ogat i on of  democr at i c pr i nci pl es wi t hout  t he sober  r eal i zat i on 

of  a gr eat  i nj ust i ce t hat  s t i l l  r emai ns t o be r i ght ed by enactment  

of  a l aw t o r epay a smal l  par t  of  the l osses sust ai ned by t he 

evacuees, and by a more enl i ght ened at t i t ude t owar d evacuat i on on 

t he par t  of  t he Supreme Cour t , 

The f ut i l i t y of  t hi s spoi l age i s br ought  i nt o f ocus by Andrew 

L i nd !s account  of  t he J apanese i n war t i me Hawai i . One- t hi r d of  

Hawai i 's peopl e were of  J apanese ancest r y; the J apanese i n t he 



Sat ur day Revi ew of  L i t er at ur e, J ul y 7, 1947 5. 

t hr ee West  Coast  st at es were l ess than one per  cent  of  the popu-

l at i on. I n Hawai i  t hey were pr omi sed f ai r  and equal  t r eat ment , 

wi t h swi f t  puni shment  f or  any who shoul d bet r ay t hi s t r ust . Those 

known t o have connect i ons wi t h Tokyo were wat ched and pi cked up 

when t he sur pr i se at t ack came. The ot her s cont i nued t o f i l l  t hei r  

v i t al  r ol es i n t he Hawai i an economy. They al so guar ded mi l i t ar y 

obj ect i ves, capt ur ed J apanese submar i ner s, ser ved as OCD war dens� 

and suf f er ed more casual t i es f rom t he J apanese at t ack t han al l  

ot her  r ac i al  gr oups put  t oget her . 

A soci ol ogi st  who has t aught  i n t he Uni ver si t y of  Hawai i  f or  

near l y t went y year s, Andrew Li nd I s wi del y f ami l i ar  wi t h l i f e I n 

Hawai i , where t he Uni t ed St at es�t hr ough f or t ui t ous ci r cumst ance 

r at her  t han i ni t i al  pl anni ng- - has cr eat ed t he most  hopef ul  commun-

i t y of  i nt er r aci al  harmony i n the wor l d t oday. Wi t hout  dodgi ng any 

of  t he ugl i er  mani f est at i ons of  pr ej udi ce, Pr of essor  Li nd shows 

t hat  Hawai i  met  t he t est  of  t he war  r emar kabl y wel l . I t  di d so 

because the mi l i t ar y and c i v i l i an aut hor i t i es r eal i zed t hat  r ac i al  

harmony was not  an I deal  t o pay l i p ser vi ce t o but  a goal  t hat  coul d 

be achi eved. 

Pr of essor  L i nd, whose War  Resear ch Labor at or y col l ect ed a vast  

amount  of  f i r st - hand and f i r st - r at e mat er i al  about  t he at t i t udes of  

t he many r aces pr esent  i n Hawai i , cl ear s up a number  of  mi sconcept i ons 

about  J apanese- Amer i cans. He shows, f or  i nst ance, t hat  t hei r  bi r t h-

r at e i s wel l  bel ow t hat  of  most  ot her  r ac i al  gr oups. He shows t hat  

t he Amer i can- born chi l dr en di f f er  so mar kedl y f r om t hei r  al i en 

par ent s as t o suggest  t hat  t hey come of  a di f f er ent  st ock�t hus 

r ef ut i ng t he thought  s t i l l  pr eval ent  i n many uni nfor med mi nds t hat  

gKpl  B l l  S H g § i g j H |  i i pp i  
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r ace det er mi nes conduct  and at t i t ude. The net  ef f ect  of  t he war , 

he concl udes, was t o hast en and assi st  t he par t i ci pat i on of  J apa-

nese - Amer i cans i n t he br oader  l i f e of  t he Hawai i an communi t y. 

I n a day when democracy seems t o be di pl omat i cal l y on t he 

def ensi ve, i t  i s hear t eni ng t o f i nd pr oof  of  i t s v i t al i t y i n 

t hi s Amer i can out post . I f  we have t o t r avel  t o Hawai i  t o l ear n 

how t o achi eve i nt er r aci al  har mony�a l esson whi ch bot h our  f or ei gn 

and domest i c pol i cy must  l ear n�i s i t  not  about  t i me we gr ant ed 

t he st at ehood Hawai i  want s and deser ves? 

Our  handl i ng of  t he J apanese Amer i cans as t hese books r ecor d 

i t , i s at  once an i l l ust r at i on of  our  gr eat  st r engt h and our  gr eat  

weakness�of  t he wor kabi l i t y of  democr at i c pr i nci pl es when t r ul y 

appl i ed, as i n Hawai i  and t he 442d, and of  our  f ear  t o st and by 

what  we pr of ess, as i n t he evacuat i on of  t he West  Coast . A cl ear er  

demonst r at i on of  t he meani ng and pot ent i al i t y of  Amer i can cul t ur e 

coul d scar cel y be gi ven. 

BRADFORD SMITH 



BOOK REVI EW: Amer i can Soci ol ogi cal  Revi ew. J une 1947, 

In 1942 a group of soci al  sci enti sts at the Universi ty of 

Cal i forni a began a study of the evacuation, detention, and re-

settlement of the J apanese minori ty in thi s country. Thi s 

publ i cation is the f i rst of a number which wi l l  give a social -

cul tural  anal ysi s of the main elements of this enti re program. 

Or i gi nal l y the evacuation of al l  J apanese Americans from 

the Western Defense Command was viewed as a mi l i tary precaution 

fol l owing the shock of Pearl  Harbor. It was assumed that , aside 

from some outright dangerous al i ens who would be locked up, the 

bul k of the evacuees would be al l owed to settl e in the inl and 

sections of the country. But the widespread publ ic reaction to 

thi s idea forced the federal  government to set up separate camps 

in which the J apanese�both native born and foreign born�coul d 

reside for the durat i on. 

Thi s parti cul ar volume tel l s the story of what happened at 

the Tule Lake Segregation Center. Due to misunderstanding and 

resentment on the part of many J apanese toward the whole idea of 

segregation, and due to the inept administrative pol i cy and 

practice of the War Rel ocation Authori ty, there developed a series 

of confl i cts marked by accusations on both si des, and by str i kes, 

r i ots, and homicide. In the earl y months, however, l eadership 

among the evacuees was in the bands of moderate organizations and 

i ndi vi dual s. As the rel at i ons among the evacuees themselves and 

between the J apanese colony as a whole and the administration 

became more tense, the l eadership of the evacuees passed to more 

antagonisti c groups and persons. In the end there was an almost 



hysteric mass movement among the residents of Tal e Lake in favor 

of renouncing thei r American ci t i zenshi p. 

For cul tural  anthropology and sociol ogy the study reveal s 

the l imi tations as wel l  as the extent of our accul turation of the 

J apanese. Among the Ni sei parti cul ar l y thei r American Ideal s were 

gradual l y shattered. Moreover, thei r sense of strong fami l y 

sol i dar i ty and the propaganda of rel at i vel y few hut highl y vocal  

pro- J apanese elements played di st i nct i ve parts in the emergence of 

more and more hosti l e reactions on thei r part . For the social  

psychol ogist the book provides useful  documentation of the rol e of 

confl i ct In devel oping l eadership and strong sol i dar i ty among 

di ssident groups and of the place of intra- group tensions among the 

evacuees themsel ves, characteri zed by rumors and fear of informers. 

There Is al so a good picture of the shi fts In atti tude through time. 

I ni t i al l y there was dismay, confusion, and uncertainty bal anced by 

a fai th that they woul d, in the end, be wel l  treated. Fi nal l y, 

however, a l arge percentage had a sense of being most unjustl y 

persecuted and many showed signs of personal  di sorgani zat i on. 

The data in thi s volume, are of the case- record variety and 

the stat i st i cal  matter is kept at a minimum. As val uabl e as thi s 

volume I s, It seems to the reviewer that the authors fai l ed to make 

use of thei r material s to combine sociol ogi cal  theory wi th empirical  

f i ndi ngs. Nowhere Is there a systematic presentation of the 

processual  changes which might have been given I f only In schematle 

and summary form. The reviewer I s not suggesting that the authors 

should have forced thei r data Into any preconceived r i gi d frame. 

On the contrary, use might have been made of thei r excel l ent 

material s to test some of the long- standing assumptions about the 





This is a study of the effects of the wartime evacuation from the 

Pacific Coast of 112,000 persons of Japanese ancestry an d the subsequent 

detention of a larger proportion of them for the duratio n. It is an analy-

sis of human group behavior, a critique of American mo res as expressed in 

official action, and finally a challenge to self-analys is of our democratic 

ideology* 

The Spoilage was made possible by a combination of the r esources of 

the University of California and important foundation support, but more 

largely by the faithful industry of a group of researche rs led by Dr. 

Dorothy Thomas of the University of California and Rich ard Nishlmoto. 

This publication is the end product of long, arduous pl anning and 

research under extremely difficult conditions. The fir st volume (a second 

volume is now in preparation) deals with the "spoilage" o f the evacuation— 

those persons whose lives and fortunes have been seriou sly impaired by 

their experience* 

The directives  of the entire study and a description of some of the 

problems encountered in the research phases are stated  in the Preface* 

The text is arranged in thirteen chapters, supplemented by an appendix, 

one item of which is a very illuminating life history of a "Disloyal." The 

first four chapters deal in general with the evacuati on of persons of Jap-

anese ancestry from the Vest Coast, under the headings of Evacuation, De-

tention, Registration, and Segregation. These were pha ses that affected 

almost all menfeers of the group. The final chapter in thi s group, 

Segregation, covers the series of events, causes, and eff ects leading up 

to the decision of the government to segregate "disloyal" persons of 

Japanese ancestry in the Tule Lake Relocation Center. Thi s period extends 

from early spring 1942 to mid-1943* 



Chapters V to XIII have as their locale and peraonae dram a tig the Tule 

Lake Center in California, the persons confined there, a nd various govern-

ment officials. These latter chapters describe events vi olent and sad; the 

social and anti-social behavior patterns; the formatio n of groups for security, 

defense, and aggression; the period of martial law and inti midations; the 

emergence of such issues as the strike, status quo, the ill egal imprisonment 

of agitators, and the hunger strike; the eternal pulli ng and hauling between 

the Caucasian administration and interned persons, all l eading to the tragic 

denouement—mass renunciation of American citizenshi p* These events occur 

from mid-1943 to the latter part of 1944. The chapters ar e entitled Revolt, 

Suppression, Accommodation, Underground, Interlude, I nformers, Incarceration, 

Resegregation, and Renunciation* 

Ski l l ful  use has been made of  many di rect  quotations obtained through 

interviews. These give the book l i f e and movement. The authors have not  

obtruded; rather  they have l et  the flow of  pertinent  quotations by the sub-

jects of  the study carry the reader  to the heart  of  the matter. The mass of  

this material  i s imposing. I t s total  effect  on the reader  i s an impression 

of  authentici ty and a feel ing of  intimacy with a rather  dreadful  human 

experience. 

Once the decision was reached that  these people of  J apanese ancestry, 

at  l arge, enjoying freedom, constituted danger, thei r  assemblage and deten-

tion was easy. Because of  thei r  di st inct i ve physical  appearance, i t  was 

simple to round them up, simple to put  them i n relooetion centers, and i t  was 

presumed that  the administration of  the internment  camps would al so be a cinch. 

But  somehow al l  these assumptions of  simpl ici ty were wrong. I t  wasn't  simple 

at  al l . The resul t  at  the Tule Lake Center  anyhow seems to have been an 

awful  mess. 
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The failure seems to have arisen from a lack of comprehe nsion on several 

points. First, the fundamental dynamic of freedom works j ust as well for 

people of color as for whites. Humanity values personal freedom, and once 

having tasted it, will fight to maintain it with any wea pons that are 

available• 

The second error was even more profound. Mathematical c oncepts cannot 

be substituted for human emotions. The War Relocation Aut hority, the Arny, 

and the FBI at Tule Lake proceeded time and time again t o ask the internees 

for simple, categorical answers to mathematically simp le questions. They 

forgot that they weren't dealing with integers but with frightened, Insecure 

human beings.  They got some amazing answers. When a young man was ask ed, 

11 Are you a dual citizen?" he replied, "No, we are not dual c itizens. But 

in the first place if we are citizens, how come we are in these camps? • • . 

How come they took the citizens? How come they didn't int ern Willkie, 

LaGuardia and Mayor Rossi? n (p. 96) 

Third, Americans don't seem to make very good concentration camp 

operators. It's not in our tradition. On the other haid, we display an 

alarming lack of social skills and therefore rather co mplete incompetence 

in situations requiring their use* 

The authors of The Spoilage imply that there is a woeful ga p between 

American social intent and American social techniques. O ur official inten-

tions toward persons of Japanese ancestry  were,  on the whole, not consciously 

malicious or wicked. In some cases it was downright bene volent. So, perhaps 

the most serious charge is that of uncertainty by Americ ans on the question 

of how to preserve the essentials of human dignity. Th is uncertainty, as 

the authors show, was manifest throughout the whole pe riod in the activities 



of all agencies responsible for formulating policy or in e xecuting it* 

The Army, the FBI, the War Relocation Authority, and Congr ess all worked at 

cross purposes. For the victims this resulted in discourage ment and frustra-

tion. 

The pressure of this experience was so harrowing that in a number of 

instances repudiation of American citizenship was a d istinct relief. These 

questions then arise: Is the term fpollape reversible? W as America spoiled 

for those repudiating it, or was individual impairment t he more important 

aspect? The first alternative seems worth pondering. 

- Laurence I. Hewes, Jr. 
Regional Director 
American Council on Race Relations 

FAR EASTERN SURVEY. "Books on the Pacific Area," p. 72. 



BOOK REVI EW: Appl i ed Ant hr opol ogy (Spr i ng 1947) 

The Spoi l age i s t he f i r s t  of  t he aut hor s' two vol umes pl us 

t echni cal  monographs t o appear  on t he evacuat i on and r eset t l ement  of  

J apanese Amer i cans dur i ng t he war . Thi s pr oj ect  was concei ved not  as 

a post - mortem anal ysi s of  a publ i c program but  r at her  as an i nqui r y 

i nt o the soci al  act i ons of  a mi nor i t y gr oup exper i enci ng enf or ced 

subor di nat i on. For  a per i od of  f our  year s, Thomas and her  associ at es 

syst emat i cal l y r ecor ded ,ft he cont i nui ng pr ocess of  i nt er act i on 

bet ween government  and gover ned, t hr ough t he poi nt - by- poi nt  r epr o-

duct i on of  st ages i n t he pr ocess of  at t i t ude f or mat i on." The suppor t  

of  sever al  f oundat i ons wi t h t he vi si on t o appr eci at e the i mpor tance 

of  t he ent er pr i se, enabl ed a st af f  of  wor ker s l i vi ng i n t he War  Re-

l ocat i on Aut hor i t y camps t o t r ace "t he maneuver s and r eact i ons of  

an i nsecur e, i ncr easi ngl y r esent f ul  peopl e t o pol i ci es i mposed by 

government  agenci es, and t o i nci dent s devel opi ng f r om t he appl i cat i on 

xof  t hese po l i c i es ." 

Though t he det ai l s ar e documented ext ensi vel y and t he mode of  

pr esent at i on i s r i gor ousl y obj ect i ve, t he book has a qual i t y of  

r eadabi l i t y r ar e i n such monogr aphi c r epor t s. Thi s qual i t y stems i n 

par t  f r om a sensi t i ve sel ect i on of  apt  t er mi nol ogy whi ch i s f r ee of  

t he t echni cal  i di om of  t he spec i al i s t . But  the c l ar i t y i s more t han 

mer el y a l i ngui st i c one. I t  al so r ef l ect s an i nt egr at ed t heor y whi ch 

enabl es t he wr i t er s t o sel ect  out  and anal yze a mass of  dat a wi t h 

i nc i s i veness. 

Thi s vol ume, as the t i t l e i ndi cat es, i s f ocused on t he "spoi l -

age"�t hat  segment  of  t he J apanese popul at i on who pr i or  t o t he war  

vi ewed Amer i ca as t hei r  per sonal  home but  who i n t he end f el t  i mpel l ed 

t o abandon t hei r  Amer i can l oyal t i es and, i n some i nst ances, t o seek 
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r epat r i at i on t o J apan, Thi s st udy r eveal s what  happens t o t he val ues 

of  a peopl e when i t s pr e- exi st i ng pat t er ns of  l i f e have col l apsed and 

no sat i sf act or y al t er nat i ves subst i t ut ed. 

No at tempt  wi l l  be made t o of f er  an abbr evi at ed ver si on of  t he 

f i ndi ngs . To do so woul d be a di sser vi ce t o a book whi ch mer i t s 

f rom t he ser i ous st udent  more than a cur sor y summary crammed i nt o a 

two par agr aph abst r act . I n l i eu of  t hi s , the r evi ewer  woul d l i ke t o 

concent r at e on what  he deems some of  t he most  s i gni f i cant  sc i ent i f i c 

and soci al  probl ems di scl osed by the aut hor s. 

F i r s t , wi t h r egar d t o t he frame of  r ef er ence. The act ual  i nt er -

act i on bet ween t he gover ni ng and the gover ned, especi al l y i n a 

cr oss- cul t ur al  r el at i onshi p i n whi ch t he subor di nat e has been under -

goi ng accul t ur at i on but  f i nds the at t ai nment  of  i t s goal s t hwar t ed, 

has sel dom been subj ect ed to empi r i cal  exami nat i on. Al l  t oo of t en 

i n the past , t he mi nor i t y, t he et hni c, the pr i mi t i ve, et c . , have been 

st udi ed wi t hout  due r egar d t o t he power  st r uct ur e wi t hi n whi ch t hey 

must  oper at e or  t o t he l ar ger  pol i t i cal  and soci al  f or ces i mpi ngi ng 

upon t hem. The aut hor s of  t hi s work demonst r at e the f ar - r eachi ng 

si gni f i cance of  t aki ng t hese negi ect ed f act or s i nt o account . I n t hi s 

i nst ance i t  woul d have been possi bl e t o have made a t r adi t i onal  t ype 

of  soci al  or  et hnogr aphi c sur vey. But  t o have done so, woul d have 

meant  t o mi ss t he most  sal i ent  f eat ur e af f ect i ng t he behavi or  of  t he 

gr oup. Wi sel y, t he aut hor s vi ewed t he subor di nat e- super or di nat e 

r el at i onshi p as the cent r al  f eat ur e and were thus abl e t o of f er  a 

meani ngf ul  i nt er pr et at i on of  a gr eat  var i et y of  event s. Such a st udy, 

t oo, cl ear l y shows the need f or  t hose concer ned wi t h t he char act er  
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st r uct ur e of  peopl es, t o r el at e t hi s at t r i but e t o t he act ual  soci al  

s i t uat i on. Onl y t hr ough an exami nat i on of  cul t ur al  pat t er ns as t hey 

ar e f i l t er ed t hr ough t he l i f e exper i ences of  gr oups and f i nd ex-

pr essi on I n par t i cul ar  si t uat i ons can we hope t o gai n a r eal i s t i c 

under st andi ng. 

Thi s par t i cul ar  st udy assumes a gener al  knowl edge of  t he pr i nci -

pal  t r ai t s of  J apanese char act er  and concent r at es on t he r esul t s of  

subor di nat i on gi ven t he cul t ur al  base. The end- product  i s not  t he 

i dent i f i cat i on of  what  i s uni quel y J apanese, but  r at her  what  r esponses 

ar e evoked among the J apanese subj ect ed t o a ser i es of  exper i ences. 

I n some r espect s t he r eact i ons not ed were si mi l ar  t o t hose of  the 

Amer i can I ndi an l i v i ng on r eser vat i ons, I n ot her s they cor r esponded 

t o t he behavi or  of  Amer i cans i ncar cer at ed by t he enemy dur i n g the 

war , and i n s t i l l  ot her s t o nat i ves we pl aced I n camps on the Paci f i c 

I sl ands dur i ng t he war . I n shor t  t her e are cer t ai n common human 

r eact i ons to i nvol unt ar y subor di nat i on. But  the di st i nct i ve mode of  

expr essi on i s af f ect ed by t he soci al  her i t age of  a gr oup, I t s 

r at i onal e f or  expl ai ni ng i t s st at us, the act i ons of  the gover nor s, 

t he sequence of  event s whi ch t r anspi r e dur i ng i ncar cer at i on, et c . 

I t  i s t o be hoped t hat  t he appr oach used In t hi s st udy wi l l  not  be 

i dent i f i ed excl usi vel y wi t h t hi s par t i cul ar  case f or  i t  i s equal l y 

appl i cabl e t o t he st udy of  ot her  subor di nat ed gr oups. 

Second, wi t h r espect  t o t he soci al  pr ocesses. The wr i t er s have 

made a cont r i but i on t o t he l ar ger  body of  knowl edge concer ni ng the 

f or ces whi ch uni t e a mi nor i t y gr oup ar ound a common set  of  goal s and 

t hose whi ch spl i nt er  i t  i nt o f act i ons . We act ual l y know, f or  exampl e, 

ver y l i t t l e about  who become t he Qui s l i ngs11 when a peopl e ar e 
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subj ect ed t o subor di nat i on. Ther e ar e i ndi vi dual s of  t hi s type i n 

ever y domi nat ed gr oup�t hey were as much i n evi dence i n t he 

Phi l i ppi nes and Chi na as t hey were i n Norway and Pr ance. Wi t hi n the 

J apanese popul at i on i n the W.R.A. camps, t he "i nfor mer s11 and t hose 

who cooper at ed wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on, were vi ewed as pl ayi ng t hi s 

r o l e. The wr i t er s throw consi der abl e l i ght  on t he way t he subor di nat e 

gr oup's sol i dar i t y i s shat t er ed and how t hi s t hr eat  t o t he gr oup may 

be used t o coer ce i ndi vi dual s i nt o gr oup sol i dar i t y when more 

r at i onal  appeal s ar e i nef f ect i ve. The pr ocesses by whi ch gr oups 

become i nt egr at ed ar ound common gr i evances and t he dur abi l i t y of  t he 

uni t y when t her e ar e no sol ut i ons ar e sk i l l f ul l y depi ct ed. The 

r el at i onshi p bet ween l eader shi p and f ol l ower shi p wi t hi n a subor di nat e 

gr oup ar e r eveal ed more expl i c i t l y t han i n any st udy her et of or e made. 

The ways i n whi ch a gr oup's i deas are shaped mer i t s t hi s book's 

i ncl usi on among t he st udi es i n t he soci ol ogy of  knowl edge. The 

wr i t er s anal yse the quest i ons used by the admi ni st r at i on t o c l ass i f y 

the l oyal t y of  t he J apanese t o the Uni t ed St at es. Super f i c i al l y , a 

l ar ge pr opor t i on r esponded so t hat  i t  seemed t hat  t hey owed pr i mar y 

al l egi ance to J apan, and t he admi ni st r at i on act ed on t he premi se t hat  

t he answer s el i c i t ed were act ual  i ndi cat or s of  t he at t i t udes of  t he 

gr oup. Thomas- Ni shi moto do a br i l l i ant  j ob of  goi ng behi nd the st at e-

ments t o ascer t ai n why the par t i cul ar  answer s were made. They show 

beyond doubt  t hat  the r esponses evoked r ef l ect ed t he f r ust r at i ons and 

anxi et i es of  t he gr oup wi t h r espect  t o t hei r  past  and pendi ng t r eat -

ment  r at her  t han what  the admi ni st r at or s t hought  they were det er -

mi ni ng. Thi s i s not  mer el y a quest i on of  t he ef f ect i veness of  a 

quest i onnai r e, but  r at her  t he r el at i onshi p of  t he i deas peopl e hol d 

t o t he soci al  si t uat i on i n whi ch they f i nd t hemsel ves. 



Appl i ed Ant hr opol ogy -  5. 

Thi r d, as t o met hod. Thi s st udy i s an exampl e of  f i el d-

obser vat i on at  i t s best . The wr i t er s were abl e t o r ecor d t he emot i on-

al  r esponses of  t he gr oup as t hey were mani f est ed and to. r el at e t hese 

r esponses t o t he act ual  behavi or  t hey evoked. The J apanese at  Tul e 

Lake Camp were not  t r eat ed as an undi f f er ent i at ed mass. The popu-

l at i on was c l ass i f i ed i n terms of  t hei r  pre- camp backgr ound, t hei r  

l i f e hi st or i es , and t hei r  r ol es and exper i ences i n t he camp communi ty. 

Thus the gener al i zat i ons made have a cr oss- sect i onal  r epr esent at i ve-

ness whi ch enabl es t he r eader  t o under st and what  i s t aki ng pl ace i n 

each por t i on of  t he popul at i on under  successi ve ci r cumst ances. Her e, 

t hen, i s a soci ol ogi cal  cont r i but i on to the st udy of  cul t ur e whi ch 

wel l  mer i t s emul at i on i n ant hr opol ogi cal  i nqui r i es . The gai n i s not  

one of  havi ng many i nfor mant s and obser vi ng vast  quant i t i es of  event s, 

but  i n t he di scr i mi nat i ng sel ect i on of  i tems and peopl e t o be obser ved 

so t hat  bot h t he whol e and i t s component  par t s may be di scer ned. 

F i nal l y , wi t h r ef er ence t o the admi ni st r at or , The management  

of  groups whi ch i nvol ves the gover ni ng of  peopl es whose cul t ur e i s 

onl y i n par t  t hat  of  the super or di nat e cal l s f or  ski l l s we have bar el y 

begun t o devel op. Al ong wi t h sever al  r ecent  st udi es, Thomas- Ni shi moto 

have hel ped l ay t he f oundat i on f or  the sc i ent i f i c st udy of  the govern-

i ng pr ocess i n cr oss- cul t ur al  s i t uat i ons. I n a wor l d i n whi ch hal f  

t he popul at i on l i ve i n subor di nat i on, the probl em of  r ul i ng cal l s f or  

sc i ent i f i c knowl edge f ar  beyond t hat  whi ch we now possess. We are 

i ndebt ed t o Thomas and her  associ at es f or  havi ng made such a sub-

st ant i al  cont r i but i on. The Spoi l age i s a l andmark i n t he devel opment  

of  a sci ence wi t h soci al  r el evance. 

J ohn Useem 
Uni ver si t y of  Wi sconsi n 



BOOK REPORTS Common Gr ound. Spr i ng 1947 

Par  ot her  f or t unes bef el l  Amer i cans of  J apanese descent  on the 

mai nl and, as THE SPOI LAGE by Dor ot hy S. Thomas and Ri char d Ni shi mot o 

(Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a Pr ess. #3.75) pai nf ul l y r epor t s. 0n t he 

West  Coast , as t he wor l d knows, Ni sei  wer e her ded al ong wi t h I ssei  

i nt o war t i me camps i n compl ete vi ol at i on of  t hei r  c i t i zenshi p r i ght s ; 

and not  f r om mi l i t ar y necessi t y but  at  t he i nst i gat i on of  r ace- hat r ed 

and suspi ci on, t hi s r epor t  abundant l y pr oves. That  t hi s t r eat ment  

t ur ned many agai nst  our  government  and agai nst  democracy i t sel f  i s 

not  sur pr i s i ng. More t o be wonder ed at  i s t he r easonabl eness of  t he 

many who saw behi nd t hat  hat e- hyst er i a a savi ng democr at i c pr i nci pl e 

i n whi ch�despi t e i t s passi ng vi ol at i on�t hey s t i l l  coul d bel i eve. 

The st r ess i n t hi s t hor oughl y documented vol ume i s on t he human 

"spoi l age" r esul t i ng f r om the evacuat i on- - t he human pr obl ems, 

r eact i ons, and at t i t udes devel oped by evacuees dur i ng the segr egat i on 

per i od. The r epor t  grows out  of  a st udy under t aken by a gr oup of  

soci al  sc i ent i st s i n t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a ila 1942, i nvol vi ng 

i nt ensi ve obser vat i on of  camps i n Cal i f or ni a. Ar i zona, and I daho over  

a per i od of  t hr ee year s. I t  i s exhaust i ve and compl ete i n r espect  t o 

st at ed goal s and i s a book t o be r ead wi t h car ef ul  t hought  by al l  

Amer i cans concer ned wi t h democr at i c human r el at i ons and c i v i l  r i ght s . 
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November, 1947« 

The di strust by some American publ i c off i ci al s and a portion 

of the American publ ic of the effecti veness and power of democratio 

processes is nowhere more sharply reveal ed than in the deci si on, in 

the earl y part of 1942, summarily to remove and place In mass detention 

persons of J apanese bi r th and thei r American- born chi l dren* Thi s 

deci si on, made in the stress of national  emergency, al so reveal ed the 

past fai l ure of America to resol ve adequatel y the problems of minori ty 

groups� 

The Spoi l age is an anal yt i cal  narrative of what happened to one 

segment of the more than one hundred thousand West Coast al i en and 

ci t i zen persons of J apanese ancestry who were forcibl y removed from 

thei r homes and concentrated in rel ocation centers. I t i s an account 

of the events which l ed to the widespread and hysteri cal  renunciation 

of American ci t i zenshi p in the Tul e Lake, Cal i forni a, center, where 

the wdi sl oyal " had been segregated. It Is an attempt to show that 

i nsecur i ty, frustrat i on, and di si l l usi onment, rather than pol i t i cal  

di sl oyal ty, were major contributors to a tragic conclusion« 

The book is al so a record-  of the basi c interdependence of the 

administering agency�»the War Rel ocation Authori ty�and the J apanese. 

It portrays the effects of administrative pol i ci es and deci sions on 

individual s and groups and thei r responses, which l ed to further 

repressive administrative act i on. Coeroion as a part of administrative 

pol i cy Is shown to l ead in turn to organized resi stance, In which 

coercion wi thin the group Is a necessi ty of cohesion. Thus the 

fai l ure of the War Rel ocation Authori ty off i ci al s at Tul e Lake to 
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establ i sh channels of communication wi th the community, and the 

attempt to administer by order and f l at , l ed to the formation of a 

we11- organized underground that sought not oo*operatl on wi th the ad* 

mi ni strat i on, but the enforcement of Its oontrol  among the J apanese. 

Thi s i t was abl e to accompl ish through physical  force and intimidation 

and by giving expression to those sentiments which arose from the deep 

insecuri ty and frustrati on of the segregated* 

The authors offer no moral  Judgments about thei r mater i al . They 

do not accuse ei ther the War Rel ocation Authori ty or the Army of ln~ 

eff i ci ency or mismanagement* They do not al l ow the nati onal i st i c 

behavior of a segment of the segregated J apanese to deter them from 

thei r main purpose of objective reporting and anal ysi s* Thei r account 

of the cold facts of human behavior reveal s the i nevi tabi l i ty of the 

concl usion, once the start had been made« The suggestion runs through-

out, but is never made expl i ci t , that the magnitude of "the spoi l age" 

might have been l essened but not el iminated* 

Factual l y, the book Is as complete as I ts si ze and purpose 

permi t. The events l eading to the evacuation of the J apanese from the 

West Coast, thei r detention in rel ooatl on centers, the Army volunteer 

and regi strat i on program, and the deci sion to segregate the "di sl oyal " 

from the "l oyal " evacuees are sketched in the fi rst few chapters. The 

remainder and greater portion of the book is concerned enti rel y wi th 

the events at the segregation center at Tul e Lake* 

The resul t i ng confl i cts, movements toward uni ty, and struggl e 

for power among the evacuees are refl ected In the rel ati ons wi th the 

administration and the gradual l y widening breach between the two partie 

which f i nal l y l ed to vi ol ence, fol l owed by the assumption of control  
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by the Army* The remainder of Tul e Lake hi story Is an account of the 

continued deter1orl atIon of rel ati ons wi th the administration and 

eventual  development In the majori ty of the aegregants of an atti tude 

of rej ecti on toward America« 

There should have been an addi t i onal  chapter which would share 

wi th us the soci ol ogi cal  Insights which the authors undoubtedly 

gai ned. Is It Inevi tabl e that a total i tar i an bureaucracy produces 

the di stort i on of human personal i ty described here? What Is the 

meaning of the unreal i st i c fantasies which control l ed the sentiments 

and di ctated the actions of so many? What are the principl es of 

cohesion and communication which were so fl agrantl y viol ated In the 

rel ati ons between administration and segregants? The answer of these 

and other questions undoubtedly concerned the authors and thei r f i el d 

workers and could profi tabl y have been Incl uded. 

Solon T , Ki mbal l  

Michigan State Col l ege 

H H H H 
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tion was undoubtedly prompted by a desire to limit thfc size of the under-
taking, but nonetheless has unfortunate consequences. 

On the one hand, the author cannot quite avoid discussing the legal 
position of the Negro;\pn the other hand, his design not to enter that field 
prevents him from making the most of the instances where he does so. 
This is especially true inShis treatment of the miscegenation statutes. 

In the same way, the akthor usually nytkes no attempt to deal with 
material outside statutes andNjourt reports*' Only the chapter on Japanese 
evacuation gives a picture of true violence visited upon released internees 
who returned to California. \ / 

One doubtful thesis, not essenftafl to the main topic, recurs through 
the book. This is a general attackfOtei the so-called Holmes test of con-
stitutionality: that legislation pre^umecLconstitut ional should not be held 
unconstitutional unless it cannot reasonably be said to further a legiti-
mate objective of government/Limitations on this general rule (U.S. v. 
Caroline Products, 304 US 1/4, 152 n) suffiae for most of Professor Kon-
vitz's criticisms of the Japanese evacuation decisions. But he questions 
the doctrine itself, takinaf no account of theNeetting in which Holmes 
formulated his theory: cprporation-minded judges were declaring uncon-
stitutional all kinds <A economic regulations wkh whose policy they 
happened to disagrees Whatever its merits or limitations, the Holmes 
doctrine cannot successfully be assailed without considering the experi-
ences which brougnt it forth. 

But these shortcomings are secondary. The book Ik a whole gives 
an excellent—ami damning—exposition of America's leg^i behavior to-
ward her alien« and her citizens of Asiatic extraction. Not me least of its 
features is avseries of tables compiling the restrictions w h i c \ state laws 
impose upon aliens. 

GEORGE G. OLSHAUSEN 

San Francisco, California 

v . 

Hawaii's Japanese, by Andrew W: Lind. Princeton, N. J.: Princeton 
University Press, 1947. $3.00. Pp. viii, 264. 

The Spoilage, by Dorothy S. Thomas and Richard Nishimoto. Berkeley, 
California: University of California Press,- 1946. $3.75. Pp. 388. 

United States governmental policy was curiously divided in World 
War II towards America's Japanese. In Hawaii, where prejudice was not 
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unknown and pressures evident, General Emmons pursued a course 
democratic enough for island Japanese to respond with the very best 
combat troops and one of the most solid of the anti-Axis efforts, on 
farm, plantation, in industry, and in the civilian fro nt, put forth by 
any group in our polyglot population. On the west coast, however, 
where the second great center of this population lived, General DeWitt 
of the Western Defense Command evacuated the entire 110,000 out of 
mainland economy, moved them inland as virtual wards of government, 
and ultimately made them easy targets for the most hysterical (and base-
less) wartime prejudice the nation has yet known. In centers like Tule 
Lake, which the book, The Spoilage, attempts to assess, 19,000 men, 
women and children were held behind manproof fences—fences real and 
psychological—in a square mile of "theatre of operations"- barracks, 
under government duress and subject to the confusions, coercion and 
mass hysteria which people under stress are prone to interpret, on read-
ing the Los Angeles Examiner, as necessary parts of a last-ditch fight 
for center "security." 

This flight to a presumably war-durational center I studied for three 
years as Social Science Analyst for the Department of the Interior. I 
welcome this occasion and any rostrum to comment on a center which 
cost the United States government ten million annually, in wartime, just 
to mollify the feelings and batten the interests which were fed to the 
Japanese-American stake at the behest of the Hearst press and the di-
vinely, as usual, inspired Dies Committee. As a result of the efforts of 
these divinators, virtually all citizens of Tule Lake, eighteen and over, 
renounced American citizenship because of the well-known factors of 
duress, discrimination, confusion, terror, and hysteria. At precisely the 
time Relocation Center Nisei were, most of them, hesitating to volunteer 
for the Armed Forces, the month of January, 1943, saw free Hawaiian 
Nisei apply to volunteer six times over quota. While Tule Lake's Army 
Registration and Segregation program went completely off-track (and 
we documented how and why in official government publications at the 
time), Hawaii's Nisei—with their battle motto of "Go For Broke"—in 
their 442nd Combat Team and 100th Battalion were becoming "prob-
ably the most decorated unit in United States military history." Lind's 
Hawaii's Japanese presents this most remarkable contrast, which arose 
by courtesy of Hearst, Dies and others, clearly. He has excellent accounts 
(about p. 160 fiE.) of the difference between the Hawaiian and main-

land G.I.'s, the former quite naturally so much the superior in mor-
ale. The entries "Disloyalty" and "Disloyals" have plenty of reference 
space in the index of The Spoilage, and over thirty page references are 
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cited; but there is no mention of Dies or the Hearst press, sub-com-
mittees, lobbies, pressure groups, even in the quotations in extenso 
from official Interior, War or Justice Department, do cuments which 
crowd the pages. And when the California State Personnel Board is 
mentioned, the criticism becomes downright abandoned. Hawaii had 
its racists and non-racists, those who stereotyped Hawaiian-Japanese 
and those who insisted on democratic human relationships. So did the 
mainland. But here the point in this differential history of the two 
areas, which any informed person knows about already, should be to in-
dicate the reasons for the difference. 

One would hope, further, that two such books designed to document 
wartime history on contrasting but strictly comparable segments of 
population might at least compare, when written by sociologists, in 
method, content and basic orientation. Surprisingly, the books them-
selves contrast in each respect. There is no doubt that Lind, Professor 
of Sociology at the University of Hawaii, and Thomas, who occupies 
a similar position in California, attempt to write objective histories and 
documentary histories at that. The result would seem to be descrip-
tion characteristic of the community or regional study so commonplace 
in sociology today. As such, the books seem to the reviewer to contain 
much valuable material for future historians of society to ponder. Yet 
this occurs, as indicated below, along with highly vulnerable method 
and much careless interpretation, particularly in The Spoilage. Ap-
parently, the lack of a single, basic orientation will mean that description 
of a more or less random sort, governed by chronological sequence 
rather than careful method and analytic procedures, will produce vary-
ing and non-comparable results, the moral of which is, obviously, that 
in history "anything can happen." It is a question how long social sci-
ence will allow its professors this luxury. A similar situation in other 
levels of scientific discourse, say physical or biologic science, would 
mean disorder and anarchy not long tolerated. But distinctions be-
tween description and analysis, the awareness of need for method in 
historical interpretation (or sometimes even of problems to orient 
method) are not yet felt in much of what masquerades as social science. 

Lind presents his "sociological reporting," as he calls it, largely from 
the point of view of how the "outer community" viewed the Japanese; 
at the same time, there is no doubt that he knows his Hawaiian-Japanese 
community from years of careful field-work and observation. Since the 
"inner community" has real validity, and better, impo rtance for com-
parative studies, it is regrettable more of this aspect is not presented. 
Thomas and Nishimoto, on the other hand, consciously attempt to de-
scribe the "inner community" of Tule Lake, yet they deigned to visit 
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the center at only a few rare intervals. Consequently, their volume be-
comes greatly dependent on the one-year stay at Tule Lake of a single, 
inexperienced field worker, listed as contributor; the other three con-
tributors were not around when "the spoilage" of the segregation cen-
ter began to work. A fifth man who was on hand when segregation 
began, Mr. Robert Billigmeier—and who knew his center up to that 
point—is not even listed as contributor. At any rate, this reliance and 
dependence upon one person for contributions leads, in turn, to undue 
credence afforded about two dozen factional leaders who happened 
to impress the field worker during her stay from the summer of 1944 
to the summer following as "knowing" the center. Since the fortunes of 
citizen-renunciants, thousands of them, are currently being decided in 
the courts of the land, I cannot refrain from adding that this same 
field worker has filed her affidavit with the Justice Department in effect, 
hers being one of four affidavits, along with those of three Justice 
officials, who take the stand for the purpose of denying restitution of 
citizenship to former Tulean Nisei. Since the case, in District Court at 
Los Angeles, constitutes a test case, the reviewer has filed his affidavit, in 
conformity with official studies made of the renunciation program when 
in process in 1945, on behalf of these casualties of World War II. 

Lind, despite his better knowledge of his field and his more skillful 
blending of official documents, press accounts, case histoiies, and back-
grounding of Hawaiian-Japanese social structure and economic prac-
tice, curiously avoids any conclusion other than the dictum that Hawaii 
always was and always will be a species of inter-racial paradise. Though 
Carey McWilliams, noted as early as 1944, in his book, Prejudice, the 
division in policy between Hawaii and the West Coast, and laid it, 
I think astutely, to the difference between Hawaii's (read the Big Five's) 
desire for continuance of its labor supply and the more individualized, 
entrepreneurial economic position of the west coast Japanese-American 
segment, Lind is the first to argue what he calls McWilliams' economic 
causation, or determinism. Surely the relationship of the labor market 
to sugar and fruit production plajed a role, paradoxically, in safeguard-
ing the civil liberties of Japanese on the Pacific bastion, since Lind 
himself indicates (p. 78), directly following his disagreement with Mc-
Williams, that a Hawaiian evacuation—like the one on the mainland 
two thousand miles farther from Japan— would have eliminated 73 
per cent of farmers and farm managers, 59 per cent of food and dairy 
store workers, and 30 per cent of the sugar industry's plantation labor 
force. Lind then states that defense industries would have suffered 
even more than sugar and pineapple. But two paragraphs on down, 
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General Emmons and one other Army spokesman are quoted as wishing 
to disturb Island economy and the general labor supply as little as 
possible. The Honolulu Star News, unike the Hearst Examiner, took 
this opinion quite seriously. While I should be the first to grant dif-
ferences in intercultural relations and the social intelligence of gen-
erals in Hawaii and on the mainland, no rational exigencies or even 
"Victory Gardens" compensated, on the West Coast, for the removal of 
110,000 people, the bulk of them in food production and distribution 
industries which proved as the war went on to be an extremely short 
item. That the Island population is one-third Japanese is not the only 
fact of importance. Otherwise, one might assume that the colored popu-
lation of Mississippi enjoy an undiminished measure of freedom and 
equality since they provide a majority of the state's population and do 
the state's work. Further, while there was unrestrained and belliger-
ent racism in California, there were manifestations of the same disease 
in Hawaii. The mainland agricultural productive forc e was crippled 
effectively in Oregon, Washington and California exactly because it 
did not constitute, in any large measure, a labor force for large-scale 
agriculture to compare with Hawaii's Japanese. As a matter of fact, 
in celery, in lettuce, in the Hood and Yakima River Valleys, the great 
pressure was to uproot Japanese owned and managed interests. Taken 
separately, economic interests underlay California's unbridled hate cam-
paign, the dynamiting of the Doi barn, and the exclusion of Nisei veter-
ans from Hood River's American Legion roll of honor. But equally, 
the Nisei domestic was stereotyped in Hawaii (as Lind goes to pains to 
point out) while the highest authorities and the largest newspapers 
stood pat on disturbing "labor supply" as little as possible. 

While The Spoilage contains details of the caste system of Tule Lake 
and much commentary on the cruder forms of policy manipulation of 
the center, it fails to explain the cultural revivalism which occurred there 
and is implicit on the steps leading to citizenship-renunciation. Conse-
quently, Tule is given too much the cast of a disloyal center where dis-
loyals were badly treated. The overstress on one set of factional leaders 
and the credence given them crowds the average resident from the scene. 
There is nothing here of daily rumors, of center art and religion, of 
recreation, welfare, economic status, or of the most crucial cultural re-
vivalism which came to mark the daily life of the center. Certainly, all 
peoples know how to match fear and frustration with life and creation. 
And in a way, we could probably do with fewer, but better, books on 
these subjects. 

MARVIN K. OPLER 

Los Angeles, California 
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If our modern world should be able to recapture this power, the earth's natural resonates and web 
of life would not be irrevocably wasted within the twentieth century, which is the prospect now. 
True democrat , founded in neighborhoods and reaching over the world. Would become the 
realized heaven 01^ earth. And living peace—not just an interlude betweeirwars—would be born 
and would last through the ages. 

And on pages 285- 286: 

It is of national importanceWd necessary to the good role opi bur  Occidental governments in the 
world, that ethnic groups shalhtave equality of opportunityfshall be enabled to contribute their 
ideals and genius to the common shall not suffer disyCnination, shall be free to breathe deeply 
the breath of public life. The Bill oSRights and ^Cons t it u t i on within the United States, the 
Charter of United Nations in the wor ldWist be njrfde good. It follows that governments and the 
federation of governments should and rn^St co^ern themselves with ethnic matters, and that 
the methods should be right and not wrong-jC 

The al iveness and sparkl e of  st yWt he ear f ul  yet  sensitive presentation of  the cul-

tural  histories of  the Amer i can I ndum popul at i or i ând the searching recommendat i ons 

appl ied to our  modern wor l d si t yf t on pl ace this bodHj n the high bracket  of  accompl ish-

ment . f  

The book is strongly recommended al though some ofShe phraseol ogy may be mis-

understood unti l  the reactef  has read beyond the i mmedi at eWi r ase. I t  is a book by an 

inspi red man, an honesj rtnan, a sincere man, a capabl e man, who emerges in this book 

as a man who has a definite solution based upon a l i fetime of  research and knowl edge 

rather  than on theory. X . 

Thi s is the book whi ch wil l  aid in counteract ing the infl uence of  many of  our  high 

school  and col lege history books. I t  shoul d be requi red reading in hi gh school  and col lege. 

/ B U R T W . AGINSKY 
THE CPPY COLLEGE, 

NEW YORK CITY, N . Y . 

NORTH AMERICA 

The Spoilage. DOROTHY SWAINE THOMAS  and RICHARD S. NISHIMOTO . (380 pp., Uni-

versi ty of  Cal i fornia Press, Berkel ey, 1946.) 

Thi s book is the f i r st  of  a series of  three on consequences of  evacuat ion for  110,000 

J apanese- Americans uprooted in 1942 from homes in three Paci fic coast  states. A second 

vol ume, The Salvage, promises to treat  of  resettl ement  in eastern and mid- west  states. 

The thi rd, al ready titled The Residue, wi l l  concern that  popul at i on segment  whi ch 

ul t imatel y returned to coastal  areas. The total  study, projected according to the Pref-

ace as earl y as 1942, has support  from Rockefel l er , Col umbi a and Gi anni ni  foundat i ons. 

We are told that  it  was original l y, if  anythi ng, more ambi t i ous in conception than now 

appears; but  even so the part icipants and Dr . Thomas as director  deserve commenda-

tion for  seeing it  through to publ i cat ion. The Universi ty of  Cal i fornia at  Berkel ey 

l ikewise had a hand in these efforts and as a resul t  becomes, al ong wi th the Li brary of  

Congress archives, an official  repository of  governmental  documents evoked in this 

process. 

I n a broader  sense, The Spoilage is part  of  a larger  l i terature. Under  i mpr i matur  of  

the Uni ted States Depar t ment  of  the Interior  several  vol umes on evacuat i on and re-

settl ement  have al ready appeared in a compl eted series. One of  these, somewhat  
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paral lel  to the Thomas- Ni shi moto study, is cal led Impounded People and is the work 

of  social  scient i sts�E. H. Spicer, K . Luomal a, A. Hansen, and the reviewer. The inter-

ested reader  wil l  profit  by consul t ing and compar i ng these two studies and, i n addi t i on, 

ten other  vol umes prepared by the War  Rel ocat ion Author i ty, not  to ment i on Leigh-

ton's Governing of Men, LaVi ol et te's Americans of Japanese Ancestry, McWi l l i ams' 

Prejudice, and Li nd's Hawaii's Japanese. Surel y, evacuat i on and resettl ement  pro-

duced a l i terature. I t  al ready reaches far  beyond the scope of  The Spoilage. 

Havi ng identi fied this study in the context  of  a research f i el d, it  remains to assess 

its usefulness for  the special ist  and for  the general  f i el d of  anthropol ogy. I t  contains a 

Preface on methodol ogy for  the entire series; next  an eighty- page account  of  evacuat i on, 

center  sett l ement, Ar my l oyal ty registration, and the beginnings of  the Tul e Lake 

Center  in northern Cal i fornia; f i nal l y there fol l ows a three- hundred- page discussion of  

this specific center  after  it  became the segregation center  of  the War  Rel ocat i on Au-

thori ty, War  Depar t ment  and Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce. The Preface begins bravel y 

wi th a statement  of  the "interdiscipl inary approach of  the study (sociol ogy, social  

psychol ogy, anthropol ogy, pol itical  science and economi cs)." Thi s met hod, we are 

tol d, resul ted "i n a si tuation anal ogous to differential  di agnosi s" and provided a check 

upon a maj or  methodol ogical  probl em, that  of  separat ing "subj ect i ve ad hoc interpre-

tations from the more objective behavioral  records." The book ends on page 380 

wi thout  adequatel y demonstrat ing the uti l ization of  these abundant  resources. 

For  one thing there is the somewhat  dogmat i c assertion that  economic data were 

unobtainabl e. Concerni ng anthropol ogy, it  is apparent  that  nei ther  of  the authors 

at tempted any f i el d work warrant i ng the name in this specific center. To be sure, there 

is ment i on of  the use "of  trained observers, twel ve di vi ded among several  centers, who 

"had universi ty training in one or  more of  the social  sciences." I n addi t i on, three Cau-

casian staff  members resided in centers, the segregation center  assignment , upon whi ch 

most  of  the book is based, being in the hands of  a f i el dwor ker  who made three brief  

visits in 1944 and then remai ned in residence most  of  the year  from May , 1944, to the 

fol l owing May . Whi l e four  contributors are l isted, onl y one was at  Tul e Lake when 

"t he spoi l age" of  segregation operated, a period of  over  two years. Dependence upon 

one person for  maj or  contributions l ed, i n turn, to undue credence afforded about  two 

dozen factional  l eaders who happened to impress the f i el dwor ker , dur ing the year  

per iod, as knowi ng the Center . The basic contrast  l ies between the f i r st  eighty pages, 

whi ch are excel l ent, contain wi de sampl ing and inter- center  compar i son, and the mar ked 

tendency toward incompl ete coverage and sensational istic opinion whi ch fol l ows. Actu-

al l y, Mr . Rober t  Bi l l igmeier, who certainly understood and covered his center  of  13,000 

people up to the point  of  segregation, extends this objectivi ty still  further  into the chap-

ter, "Segr egat i on." But  around page 100, the penchant  for  quot ing "an I ssei ," "Ki bei ,"or  

"Ni sei " stands out  since context  is general l y l acking; on pages 101- 102, for  exampl e, 

"Ki bei " are stereotyped and oversimpl i fied on the basis of  two short  quotat ions from 

two of  their  number . After  three years at  Tul e Lake, wi th a staff  of  sixteen technical  

assistants, hundreds of  contacts, and a tendency to sampl e opinion by bl ock, area of  

the center, fact ion, personal i ty var i ant , age and status group, I  am greatl y dubi ous of  

such oversimpl i fications. 

The rel iance of  one f i el dwor ker  upon test imony of  a few dozen persons among 

thousands avai l abl e is, of  course a highl y vul nerabl e met hod; and, since the technique 
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of  description is governed by quotat ions from these individual s rather  than by anal yt ic 

procedures, there is a certain amount  of  careless interpretation specifical ly resul ting 

from overstress on one set  of  factional  l eaders (Dai hyo Sha Kai ) and the boundl ess 

credence afforded t hem whi ch reifies their  rational izations. On page 103, the authors 

remark "a tendency among large numbers of  Tul eans toward narrowl y opportunist ic 

decisions to hol d to the status of  'di sl oyal ty' "�t he term "Tul eans" here referring to a 

rival  faction apparent l y. I n several  reports wri tten before, dur i ng and after  segregation, 

we pointed out  careful l y that  ponti fications about  "oppor t uni sm," based on the"l oy-

al ty- disl oyal ty" l abel s, were actual l y misl eading since these labels had l ong since lost  

any objectivel y significant  meani ng i n the mael strom of  emotional i zed reactions to 

consistentl y discr iminatory t reatment . I n Denver , before the baleful  program of  segre-

gat ion went  into effect, we argued against  i t , predicted its i mmedi ate and long- range 

resul ts, and f i nal l y indicated that  the onl y val id distinctions whi ch coul d be sought  

wi thi n this popul at i on woul d be cul tural  identi fications and socio- economic stati , not  

pol itical  determinat ions; fami l y typol ogies, not  l oyal ties; emotional i zed reactions, not  

consistent  international  programs. I t  is surprising to f i nd the ol d l abel s appl i ed, ami d 

ponti fications, years l ater. 

Wi t h social , cul tural , economic and psychological  anal ysis l acking at  points in the 

record, a factional  interpretation threads through the f i nal  three hundr ed pages. On 

page 110, the same Tul eans of  the rival  faction are castigated for  an al l eged control  

of  the Co- operative Enterpr i ses of  the Cent er : "Ther e were no maj or  posi t ions left  

unfi l l ed" when peopl e arr ived from other  centers. On page 168, this i naccuracy is swal-

l owed wi th the rumor , "Resi dent s had noted that  fruits . . . on purchase by (the 

government ) were conspicuousl y absent  from the messhal l s but  were on sale in the 

(Co- operative's) canteens." Thi s last  refers to a mil l ion- and- a- half- dol lar  enterprise 

undergoing regular, periodic audi t  by both governmental  agency and reputabl e pr ivate 

f i r ms. I n the event  the reader  remains unconvi nced by these al l egations of  oppor tuni sm, 

j ob monopol y and the supposed di shonesty r ampant  among six thousand Tul eans, 

their  factional  l eader  receives the sociological  description of  "dressy and dandi f i ed" 

and his chief  cohort  is impl ied to have been "oppor tuni st i c" i n decisions to safeguard 

a son "of  draft  age." A Mr . Tada (pseudonym) of  a more- favored rival  faction l ikewise 

had a son of  draft  age, but  this fact  is not  adduced in accounts of  his heroics. On pages 

117- 119, this favored faction is descr ibed as havi ng dul y elected a representative body 

"i n about  the proper  proport ions, but  some blocs of  transferees were markedl y over-

represented and were soon abl e to obtain and hol d posi tions of  control  i n the organiza-

t i on"; on page 142, this curious contradiction is doubl y confounded when we l earn that  

the elections of  October  16th, "i n proper  proport i ons" yet  "mar kedl y over- represented" 

by some blocs of  transferees, were compl eted on November  4t h by "ar rangements for  

selecting the permanent  representative body.'1 Staff  member s and Center  contacts 

who were selected into this representative body give no indicat ion of  a bona fide elective 

process. 

The contradictions of  The Spoilage arise from credence given to accounts wri tten 

up and mi meographed by the favored faction months later. On page 131, the favored 

faction is credi ted wi th communi t y support  of  the now- famous November  1st  Inci dent , 

contrary to al l  evidence in pr int . On page 140, Mr . Myer , Di rector  of  the Author i ty, 

is al l eged to have unwi l l ingl y at tended a staff  meet ing in the nearby t own of  Tul e Lake; 
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there was no such meet ing outside Center  confines. At  another  point , the favored faction 

is credited wi th havi ng el uded administrat ive notice whi l e "organi zi ng their  protest  

movement " (p. 120) whereas, in t ruth, there was practical l y dai l y contact. On pages 

153, 157, and 158, the Center  mi meographed newspaper  is quoted f i r st  as cal l ing, l ater  

as cancel l ing, a meet ing between Dai hyo Sha Kai  (Negot i at i ng Commi t tee) and the 

Ar my and WR A ; again the Dai hyo Sha Kai  posi t ion is presented approvingl y, un-

mi ndful  of  the fact  that  for  several  issues, fol l owing Ar my control  of  the center, the 

paper  was publ i shed under  direct  and exclusive control  of  the Negot i at i ng Commi t tee 

al one and that  no meet ing wi th the Commi t tee had been sanct ioned by the Col onel  

i n command and certainl y none cancel l ed. The point  of  these corrections, and of  scores 

of  others for  whi ch there is nei ther  t ime nor  space, is that  wel l - heated attempts to pl ay 

sides in factional  disputes whi ch rend any aggr ieved and disaffected communi t y are 

onl y possible where the proper  interpretation of  factional ism in general  is l acking. Cer-

tainl y factional ism is a matter  of  pr ime importance i n a f i el d cal led appl ied anthro-

pol ogy. Equal l y, there is no substi tute for  f i el d work in communi t y study. 

Whi l e the study contains certain detai l s of  the caste system of  Tul e Lake and much 

comment ar y�t hr ough WR A , War  and J ustice depar tment  official  document s�on the 

cruder  forms of  pol icy manipul at i on of  the Center , it  fails to expl ain the cul tural  re-

vival i sm whi ch f l our i shed there and is impl ici t  i n the steps l eading to ci t izenship re-

nunciat i on. Endi ng wi th renunciat ion rather  than wi th Center  closure, the entire f i nal  

chapter  of  Center  history is missing, incl uding the compl ete transformation of  Tul e Lake 

to the most  rel ocation- minded Center  of  al l . The anthropol ogist  interested in cul tural  

revival istic phenomena must  l ook el sewhere, though this case is perhaps the most  

striking and control l ed exper iment  in social  psychol ogy to be found anywhere. As a 

resul t, Tul e Lake is gi ven too much the cast  of  a "di sl oyal " center  where "di sl oyal s" 

were treated badl y. The Spoilage becomes an excel l ent  source- book on government  

documents, but  the treatment  of  dai l y rumors and the ebb and f l ow of  opinion are sub-

ordinated to the presentation of  factional  cl aims; and there is practical l y nothing on 

Center  art  and rel igion, recreation, wel fare and economic status. Obvi ousl y, the 19,COO 

men, women and chi l dren cramped in a square mi l e of  tar- papered "theater  of  opera-

t i ons" barracks do not  emerge as peopl e. The effects of  discr iminatory and racist  treat-

ment  are onl y in part  reflected. And the need in social  science apparent l y is to know the 

possible l imitations of  a few dozen i nformants or  where the document  ends and broad 

social  anal ysis begins. 

MARVIN K . OPLER 

OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE 

L o s ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

X MIDDLE AMERIC 

Maya Explorer—John Lloyd Stephens and th^^ost Cities of Central America and Yu-
catan. VICTOR WOLFGANG VON HAFCGN^XVIII, 3 2 4  pp., 2 maps, 3 8 pi s. Universi ty of  

Okl ahoma Press, Nor man, 1947.) 

I n 1834 J ohn L . Stephens w m young ̂ f ew Yor k l awyer  wi th a f l ai r  for  pol itics, 

bound for  Eur ope for  the sakefof  his heal th. Ni ne years later  he had publ i shed four  
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Test of American Democracy 
HAWAII'S JAPANESE: AN EXPERI-

MENT IN DEMOCRACY. By An-
drew W. Lind. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. 1946. 258 pp. $3. 

yAMERICANS: THE STORY OF THE 
442d COMBAT TEAM. By Orville 
C. Shirey. Washington: Infantry 
Journal Press. 1946. 151 pp. $5. 

THESEQILAGE. By Dorothy S. 
0-^rtwmas and Richard Nishimoto. 

Berkeley: University of California 
Press. 1946. 380 pp. $3.75. 

R e v i e we d b y BRADFORD S M I T H 

I T I S A commonpl ace that  t he ful l  

si gni f i cance of  great  event s of ten 

fai l s to make i tsel f  fel t  unt i l  t i me 

has put  t hem i n the perspect i ve of  his-

tory. Ver y f ew Amer i cans under st ood, 

dur i ng the cl amor  for  r emoval  of  the 

J apanese f r om the West  Coast  i n 1942, 

that  our  whol e concept  of  civi l  l iber-

t ies was on tr ial . Fewer  sti l l  k new 

that  when t hey l ent  thei r  voi ces to 

this demand t hey wer e ser vi ng as 

tool s of  cer tai n pressure gr oups, and 

as vi ct i ms of  thei r  own i gnor ance and 

emot i ons. A di st ressing maj or i t y sti l l  

bel i eves t oday that  resi dent  J apanese 

i n Hawai i  commi t t ed sabotage at  Pear l  

Har bor . 

To set  the record st raight , to pro-

vi de the backl i ght i ng of  scienti fic in-

qui r y, the col or i ng of  publ i c opi ni on, 

and the cr i t i que of  l egal i ty, a consider -

abl e l i terature is gr owi ng up ar ound 

the evacuat i on and its consequences. 

A ser ies of  t en bookl et s has been is-

sued by the War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y 

'i t sel f�a much mal i gned agency whi ch 

under  t he humane but  f i r m di rect i on 

of  Di l l on Myer  fought  its way 

t hr ough cr i t i ci sm f r om bot h l i beral s 

and react i onar i es i n order  to pr eser ve 

what  r emai ned of  t he r i ghts of  Amer i -

can ci t i zens upr oot ed f r om thei r  

homes wi t hout  accusat i on or  evi dence 
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agai nst  t hem, di spossessed t hr ough 

the gr eed of  nei ghbor s and t he l axi ty 

or  di shonesty of  bot h l ocal  and Feder al  

official s, hel d for  year s i n concentra-

t i on camps wi t hout  tr ial , and then 

threatened wi t h depor tat i on by West  

Coast  pressure gr oups and some mem-

bers of  Congr ess. The story of  how 

these prej udi ces wer e fought , of  how 

WR A stuck to its guns and got  t he 

evacuees back i nto t he mai nst r eam 

of  Amer i can l i fe, and t he J apanese 

Amer i cans into* hi gher  publ i c favor  

t han they had ever  before enj oyed, is 

summar i zed i n Di l l on Myer 's repor t , 

" WR A � A St or y of  Human Conser -

vat i on."* 

The t hi ng above al l  others that  l i fted 

the J apanese- Amer i cans f r om the un-

deser ved abyss of  hat r ed and mi st rust  

was thei r  mi l i tary record. Af t er  the 

i nj ust i ce of  r emoval  f r om the Coast , 

t he Ni sei  had fur ther  been st ruck a 

bi t ter  bl ow i n thei r  excl usi on f r om 

the ar med forces. Di l l on Myer  kept  

after  t he War  Depar t ment  unt i l  i n 

the spr i ng of  1943 the r anks of  the 

ar my wer e opened agai n, t hough at  

f i r st  onl y to vol unteer s. The resul t  

was the 442d Combat  Team (t he 100th 

I nfant r y Bat tal i on f r om Hawai i  had 

been i n constant  servi ce si nce befor e 

t he out br eak of  war , and pr eceded the 

442d over seas)�an outfit  whose val or  

made headl i nes al l  over  t he count r y 

when it  began f i ght i ng i n Eur ope. It  

is sai d to be the most  decorated uni t  

of  t he war . I ncr edi bl e her oi sm is al -

ways the i roni c accompani ment  of  

man's chiefest  degr adat i on, but  the 

442d real l y seems to have had mor e 

t han its shar e of  heroes, f r om the 

Rome- Ar no campai gn t hr ough its res-

cue of  t he Lost  Bat tal i on i n t he Vosges 

Mount ai ns and back to the f i nal  cam-

pai gn for  I tal y. I ts story can be r ead 

i n "Amer i cans: The St or y of  t he 442d 

Combat  Team," a st r ai ght forward, 

pl ai n- spoken nar rat i ve of  mi ser y and 

her oi sm. 

"The Spoi l age" tel l s t he other  side 

of  t he st or y�t he story of  those who, 

embi t tered by l osses, ost raci sm, and 

i mpr i sonment , f i nal l y r enounced thei r  

Amer i can ci t i zenship. Ai ded by sev-

eral  gener ous grants and by a num-

ber  of  social  scientists, i ncl udi ng some 

Ni sei , Dor ot hy Thomas began her  

wor k befor e the J apanese had been 

r emoved f r om thei r  homes. Pl anned 

or i gi nal l y on a much wi der  base, her  

st udy has been cut  down to t he pres-

ent  vol ume and one yet  to appear , 

suppor t ed by several  monogr aphs. 

Dur i ng the war  year s cer tai n pres-

sure gr oups and not  a f ew pol i t i ci ans 

made qui te a f i oi se about  t he "di s-

l oyal s" among the J apanese- Amer i -

cans. Mr s. Thomas and her  associates 

concl ude that  i n most  cases it  was 

* WRA—A Story of Human Conservation. De-
partment of the Interior, Washington: U. S. 
Government Printing Office. 5 Sc. 

Your Literary I.Q. 
By Ho war d Col l i ns 

OP E N I NG L I NE S OF N OV E L S 

Her e are t he openi ng l i nes of  t en fai r l y recent  novel s. Can you i dent i fy' 
each story and its aut hor ? Al l owi ng f i ve poi nt s,f or  each correct  answer , a 
score of  si xty is par , sevent y is ver y good, and ei ghty or  bet ter  is excel l ent . 
Answer s on pa'ge 35. 

1. She was si t t ing on the stoop when I  came i n f r om the f i el ds, her  sui tcase 
besi de her  and one foot  on t he other  knee, wher e she was shaki ng a shoe 
out  that  seemed to have sand i n i t. 

2. I t  was four- thi rty p.m. Four - thi r ty on Fr i day, t he 24th of  December , 1938. 
They hadn't  done ver y much wor k i n t he office that  af t er noon because i n 
thei r  var i ous ways t hey had al l  been get t i ng r eady to cel ebrate. 

3. Thr ee men sat  on t he stoop. They wer e dr i nki ng tea. They wer e dr i nki ng 
it  f r om whi t e enamel , hal f- pint  cups wi t h dar k bl ue handl es. They wer e 
t al ki ng of  women. "> . 

4. The wor st  wi nt er  i n f i f t y year s, t he ol d Scot sman had tol d me. I 'd onl y 
been ar ound for  si xteen, but  it  was the wor st  I 'd seen, and I  was wi l l i ng to 
t ake hi s wor d for  t he other  thi r ty- four. 

5. Ther e wer e four t een officers on the Reluctant and al l  of  t hem wer e Re-
serves. , 

6. The sweet  ol d f ar mhouse bur r owed into the upwar d sl ope of  the l and so 
deepl y that  you coul d enter  ei ther  its bot t om or  mi ddl e f l oor  at  gr ound l evel . 

7. For  t wo days, ever  si nce Hank's deat h, she had been i n'a daze of  numbness, 
hel d i n a st range wai t i ng on some i nner  knowl edge. No w she stood at  her  
bedr oom wi ndow i n the execut i ve mansi on of  t he Magnol i a State star i ng 
across t he tops of  pal ms, l i ve oaks, and magnol i as at  the hi gh t ower  of  t he 
magni f i cent  Capi t ol  whi ch Hank had caused to be bui l t . 

8. Ser ene was a wor d you coul d put  to Br ookl yn, New Yor k. Especi al l y i n 
t he summer  of  1912. 

9. For ty- two mi l es bel ow San Ysi dr o, on a great  north- south hi ghway i n 
Cal i for ni a, t here is a crossroad whi ch for  ei ghty- odd year s has been cal l ed 
Rebel  Cor ner s. 

10. Gr andpa's br ogan shoes made a noi se l i ke whet t i n' t wo rocks together  as 
he shuff l ed t hem back and fDr th on the wi t her i n' school - yard grass. 
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not  l oyal ty but  secur i ty t he evacuees 

had i n mi nd when t hey answer ed 

quest i ons r egar di ng thei r  al l egi ance. 

Some of  t hem r efused to "for -

swear  any f or m of  al l egi ance or  obedi -

ence to t he J apanese emper or " because 

t hey had never  hel d such al l egi ance. 

To be asked to f or swear  it  l ooked to 

t hem l i ke a t r i ck to make t hem admi t  

that  t hey had once professed l oyal ty 

to hi m. Ot her s, pressed by par ent s 

who had lost  ever yt hi ng i n the evacu-

at i on, fal sel y cl ai med di sl oyal ty i n 

or der  to avoi d bei ng dr af t ed, and t hus 

made unabl e to care for  thei r  par ent s. 

Ot her s, embi t t er ed by al l  t he ki cki ng 

ar ound t hey had suffered at  t he hands 

of  thei r , gover nment  and anger ed by 

the bai t i ng of  a host i l e press, deni ed 

thei r  l oyal ty out  of  protest , or  sai d 

that  t hey coul d not  aff i rm l oyal ty to 

t he Uni t ed States unt i l  thei r  l i bert ies 

wer e restored. I n thi s gr oup wer e 

some of  the best  Amer i cans, the ones 

who took thei r  ci t i zenship most  seri-

ousl y. 

Af t er  regi st rat i on came segregat i on 

of  those who had professed t hem-

sel ves "di sl oyal ." As anyone coul d 

have predi cted, the communi t y es-

tabl i shed for  these peopl e at  Tul e 

Lake i n nor t her n Cal i for ni a was i n 

cont i nuous turmoi l . Whi l e onl y a smal l  

mi nor i t y wer e mi l i t ant l y J apanese, it  

was thi s gr oup whi ch gai ned control . 

I nci dent s, such as t he acci dental  deat h 

of  one of  the i nmat es, wer e sei zed 

upon for  pol i t ical  maneuver i ng unt i l  

a t hr eatened revol t  l ed to t he use of  

t he Ar my. When peace had been re-

stored, pr o- J apanese el ement s intro-

duced ear l y mor ni ng mi l i t ary exer -

cises, bugl e bl owi ng, and banzais, 
whi ch made t he camp l ook l i ke a 

Tokyo par ade gr ound. Though the 

act i ve adher ent s never  amount ed to 

mor e t han a f ew hundr ed, thei r  activi -

t ies, added to the ever - present  fear  

of  bei ng for ced out  i nto a host i l e 

wor l d, l ed seven out  of  t en ci t i zens 

at  Tul e Lake�i ncl udi ng f or mer  sol -

diers i n the Amer i can Ar my�t o re-

nounce thei r  ci t i zenshi p. 

The cycl e whi ch began wi t h evac-
uat i on was compl ete. Thei r  par ent s 
had lost  thei r  har d- won foothol d i n 
t he economi c st ructure of  Amer i ca. 
They, t hemsel ves, had been de-
pr i ved of  r i ghts whi ch i ndoct r i na-
t i on i n Amer i can school s had l ed 
t hem to bel i eve i nvi ol abl e. Char ged 
wi t h no offense, but  vi ct i ms of  a 
mi l i t ary mi sconcept i on, t hey had 
suffered conf i nement  behi nd bar bed 
wi r e . . . They had been at  the mer cy 
of  admi ni st r at i ve agenci es Wor ki ng 
at  Cross- purposes. They had yi el ded 
to parental  compul si on i n order  to 
hol d t he f ami l y intact . They had 
been i nt i mi dat ed by the ruthl ess 
tactics of  pr essur e gr oups i n camp. 
They had become terr i fied by re-
por ts of  t he cont i nui ng host i l i ty of  
the Amer i can publ i c, and t hey had 
fi nal l y r enounced thei r  i r r epar abl y 
depreci ated ci t i zenshi p. 

—Press Association, Inc. 

The 442d Combat Team's "valor made headlines all over the country when it 
began fighting in Europe. . . . It is said to be the most decorated unit of the war." 

I n thi s fashi on we created near l y 

f i ve t housand men and women wi th-

out  a count r y. No one can r ead thi s 

factual  record of  our  abr ogat i on of  

democr at i c pr i nci pl es wi t hout  t he so-

ber  real i zat i on of  a great  i nj ust i ce 

that  sti l l  r emai ns to be r i ghted by en-

act ment  of  a l aw to r epay a smal l  par t  

of  the l osses sustai ned by the evac-

uees, and by a mor e enl i ght ened atti-

t ude t owar d evacuat i on on the par t  

of  the Supr eme Cour t . 

The fut i l i ty of  thi s spoi l age is 

br ought  i nto focus by Andr ew Li nd's 

account  of  the J apanese i n war t i me 

Hawai i . One- t hi r d of  Hawai i 's peopl e 

wer e of  J apanese ancest r y; t he J apa-

nese i n t he three West  Coast  states 

wer e l ess t han one per  cent  of  t he 

popul at i on. I n Hawai i  t hey wer e 

pr omi sed fai r  and equal  t r eat ment , 

wi t h swi f t  puni shment  for  any who 

shoul d bet r ay thi s t rust . Those known 

to have connect i ons wi t h Tokyo wer e 

wat ched and pi cked up when the sur-

pr i se at tack came. The others con-

t i nued to f i l l  thei r  vi tal  rol es i n the 

Hawai i an economy. They al so guard-

ed mi l i tary obj ect i ves, capt ur ed J apa-

nese" submar i ner s, ser ved as OC D 

wardens- �and suffered mor e casual t i es 

f r om the J apanese at tack t han al l  

other  raci al  gr oups put  together . 

A sociol ogist  who has t aught  i n t he 

Uni ver si t y of  Hawai i  for  near l y 

t went y year s, Andr ew L i nd is wi del y 

fami l i ar  wi t h l i fe i n Hawai i , wher e 

the Uni t ed St at es�t hr ough for tui tous 

ci r cumst ance rather  t han ini t ial  pl an-

ni ng�has created the most  hopeful  

communi t y of  i nter raci al  har mony i n 

t he wor l d t oday. Wi t hout  dodgi ng any 

of  t he ugl i er  mani festat i ons of  prej -

udi ce, Pr ofessor  L i nd shows that  Ha-

wai i  met  t he test  of  t he war  

r emar kabl y wel l . I t  di d so because 

the mi l i t ary and ci vi l i an author i t i es 

real i zed that  racial  har mony was not  

an i deal  to pay l i p servi ce to but  a 

goal  that  coul d be achi eved. 

Pr ofessor  L i nd, whose War  Resear ch 

Labor at or y col l ected a vast  amount  of  

f i r st - hand and f i r st - r at e mater i al  about  

t he at t i tudes of  t he many races present  

i n Hawai i , cl ears up a number  of  mi s-

concept i ons about  J apanese -  Amer i -

cans. He shows, for  i nstance, that  thei r  

bi r thrate is wel l  bel ow that  of  most  

other  raci al  gr oups. He shows that  

t he Amer i can- bor n chi l dr en di ffer  so 

mar kedl y f r om thei r  al i en par ent s as 

to suggest  that  t hey come of  a 

di f ferent  st ock�t hus r efut i ng t he 

t hought  sti l l  pr eval ent  i n many uni n-

f or med mi nds that  r ace det er mi nes 

conduct  and at t i tude. The net  effect  

of  the war , he concl udes, was to hast en 

and assist  t he par t i ci pat i on of  J apa-

nese Amer i cans i n the br oader  l i fe of  

the Hawai i an communi t y. 

I n a day when democr acy seems to 

be di pl omat i cal l y on the defensi ve, it  

is hear t eni ng to f i nd proof  of  its 

vi tal i ty i n thi s Amer i can outpost . I f  

we have to t ravel  to Hawai i  to l ear n 

how to achi eve i nter racial  har mony 

�a l esson whi ch bot h our  forei gn and 

domest i c pol i cy must  learn- �is it  not  

about  t i me we gr ant ed t he statehood 

Hawai i  want s and deserves? 

Our  handl i ng of  the J apanese Amer -

i cans as these books record it, is at  

once an i l l ustrat ion of  our  great  

st rength and our  great  weakness�of  

t he wor kabi l i t y of  democrat i c pr in-

cipl es when t rul y appl i ed, as i n Ha-

wai i  and the 442d, and of  our  fear  to 

stand by what  we profess, as i n t he 

evacuat i on of  the West  Coast . A 

cl earer  demonst r at i on of  t he meani ng 

and potent ial i ty of  Amer i can cul ture 

coul d scarcel y be gi ven. 

J U N E 7 , 1 9 4 7 
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It is inevitable that many readers of Lind's book will compare its story and 
the way in which it is told with Leighton's recent study, The Governing of 
Men. The comparison is worth making. Both books deal with the Ameri-
can treatment of Japanese citizens and Japanese aliens under the often 
hysterical crises of war conditions. Hawaii's method was the more humane 
and democratic^ whereas that of the Pacific coast, lacking a tradition of 
racial tolerance and friendship, produced by its mass evacuation great hard-
ship for many thousands and undoubtedly created ill-will among many of its 
victims toward the Federal and state governments, the military, and the 
democratic process in general. 

Leighton's treatment of his subject is that of a psychiatrist with anthro-
pological training, Lind's that of a sociologist. For many readers Lind's ap-
proach will seem the less rewarding because the sociologist has limited him-
self to a rather generalized description of mass stereotypes and institutional 
changes without digging very deeply into the dynamic factors producing 
both stability and change in the lives of the peoples he describes. The picture 
of the psychiatrist-anthropologist, on the other hand, appears to be more 
dynamic and realistic, while the conceptual scheme enables the reader to 
understand more readily the interrelations between institutional patterns and 
human hopes, frustrations and desires. If there is any methodological lesson 
to be drawn from this comparison, it surely resides in the fact that the time 
has come for both sociology and anthropology to be cross-fertilized by the in-
sights of psychology and psychiatry into the motives of men. Only when 
the investigator is able to control the maximum number of insights into his 
raw facts are his facts capable of yielding the maximum understanding of 
human social behavior. 

Wellington, March 1947 ERNEST BEAGLEHOLE 

T H E SPOILAGE.  By Dorothy Swaine Thomas and Richard S. Nishi-
moto. Berkeley: University of California Press. 1946. pp. 388. $3.75. 

O F THE SEVERAL  clinical studies of America's wartime treatment of its 
residents of Japanese ancestry, the present is the most thorough. In language 
of severe objectivity, and with a wealth of documentation rare even in these 
days of meticulous social investigations, the authors have fashioned a severer 
indictment of American civilization than have any of the emotionally 
colored reports of the same episode. A government popularly supported on 
the ground of its concern for human welfare inflicted during four years 
every conceivable hardship and humiliation upon a section of its population 
charged with no crime. It gave way to the hysteria of a small minority; it 
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permitted a mechanical military concept of national security to override the 
dictates of morality and of common sense; it got itself entangled in contra-
dictions of policy; and it has thus far failed to make even such amends for 
manifest injustices as involve only financial compensation. 

The book itself provides no such conclusion—and, indeed, no summary 
of findings. Its generalizations are few and intended for the most part to 
elucidate the external course of events. Little guidance is afforded the 
reader who desires to cut through the accumulation of observations, excerpts 
from diaries and letters, official statements, and accounts of local events or 
personal experiences, to a grasp of essentials. To get the full meaning of these 
chronicles, he must work hard or use the materials here offered in conjunc-
tion with Alexander Leighton's The Governing of Men. 

This is not to say that the information here offered has little value for the 
social scientist. For many purposes it is exceptionally useful. Records of social 
conflict are too often lacking in the very data that explain their psychologi-
cal content. In the present instance, they are as complete in every respect and 
as carefully checked as the most meticulous student may hope for. 

There are also many secondary values. For example, the reliability of 
verbal tests to ascertain attitudes is once again thoroughly exploded. In this 
instance, the government used it in a futile attempt to separate loyal from 
disloyal Japanese Americans. As one Issei points out, no inner conflict is 
involved in being law-abiding—and to that extent loyal to the United States 
—and at the same time altogether loyal to Japan in feeling. Cultural plural-
ism does not permit of any tests of attitude in rigid terms of absolutes. 

The detailed account of the "revolt" in the segregation center set aside for 
difficult elements provides an unusually clear picture of the contributions of 
uncertainty, fear, and resentment to the growth of violence. It tends to con-
firm the belief held by many social scientists that the success popularly at-
tributed to the machinations of professional agitators has a foundation of 
fact only in those rare instances when they come upon a scene exactly ripe 
for them. 

Among other matters of special interest to those concerned in social group 
adjustments is an abundance of information about the effect of the catas-
trophic interference with the Jives of Japanese residents on the Pacific Coast 
on the relations between young and old, between those who still have links 
with the homeland and those who have none. 

Of technical interest for social research is the excellent use made in the 
project that has resulted in this report of "participant observers". Many of 
these were young highly-trained Japanese Americans who genuinely shared 
in the emotions of the camp population to which they belonged, yet were 
able to record their observations and thoughts with a high degree of objec-
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tivity. This kind of evidence requires special checks, of course, but in this 
instance, at least, has proved invaluable. . 

A second volume will deal with the experiences of that minority of evac-
uees who, forcibly torn by these events from their homes on the Pacific Coast, 
found through their dispersal and resettlement in other parts of the United 
States a new promise of release from the status of half-Americans. 

Neu/ Yor\, March 194J B R U N O LASKER 

BRITISH SECURITY.  Report by a Chatham House Study Group. London 
and New Yor\: Royal Institute of International Affairs. 1946. pp. 176. 

8/6 and $2.50. 

A N Y REPORT by a Chatham House Group will be certain to have 
many merits and one defect. Every point of view will be considered. There 
will be abundant information. There will be logic and accuracy. But just 
when the reader wants his own halting judgment confirmed or confounded, 
he will find the group saying that much might be said on both sides. 

How is the United Kingdom to find security in a changing world? 
Chatham House answers, not by producing a formula, but by explaining the 
traditional British foreign policy, the conditions under which it grew 
up and the changed—and changing—conditions of today. Comment and 
interpretation convey the impression that the eleven members of the group are 
divided, not only among themselves, but each in his own mind. They can 
assemble and display the facts; they can predict what will happen if certain 
conditions prevail; but the future of the United Kingdom depends on 
variables as much as on constants, and there are too many question marks to 
permit anyone who prizes objectivity to give definite answers. The group, 
however, provides a method and information, and in effect leaves each of us 
to answer the question for himself. 

The story and interpretation of British foreign policy is the most important 
part of the book, though it is inserted as a mere background for the main 
argument. The historical objectives of British foreign policy, though often 
stated in terms which might mislead the superficial, are clear. They have been 
to maintain British frontiers and trade routes; to preserve the independence 
of the Lowlands; to prevent single nations from dominating the European 
continent; and to prevent the violation of treaties by any Power. There are 
two addenda which, at first glance, seem loosely connected with the general 
texture of British policy: the enduring alliance with Portugal and the con-
tinual nervousness about Russia. The first is explained by the desire to have 
an entry port into the continent in case of intervention, the second by 
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of  papers succeeds wel l  i n emphasi zi ng that  

the veterinarians have advanced further  

than the cl inicians in studies of  certain 

biological  aspects of  ferti l ity and in the 

appl ication of  their  knowl edge. The rea-

sons for  this are understandabl e, for  the 

veterinarian encounters relatively l ittle 

difficul ty in procur ing subjects for  study 

and in control l ing his exper iments. The 

researches in the reproduct ion of  domest i c 

animal s shoul d not  onl y be of  i mmense 

benefi t  to stock raisers but  shoul d also hel p 

' to bl aze the trail  for  the mor e important  

wor k in human fecundi ty. 

CLYDE V . KISER 

Mi l bank Memor i al  Fund 

j 
S THOMAS, DOROTHY SWAINE , and RICHARD 

NiShiMOTO. The Spoilage: Japanese 
American Evacuation and Resettlement. 
Pp. xv, 388. Berkel ey and Los Angel es: 

Uni versi ty of  Cal i fornia Press, 1946. 

$3.75. 

Thi s vol ume recounts the story of  the 

evacuat i on of  the J apanese. I n twel ve 

chapters it  describes the evacuat ion i tsel f, 

the detention "behi nd barbed wi r e," the 

registration and segregation of  the "l oyal " 

and the "di sl oyal ," the revol ts wi thin the 

camps and their  suppression, the adjust-

ment  of  some of  the evacuees, the "under-

gr ound" activi ty of  others, the apathetic 

abandon of  most  of  t hem, the strife among 

the evacuees themsel ves, the pressure tac-

tics of  the "di sl oyal ," and the renunciat ion 

of  Amer i can, ci t izenship by many. The ap-

pendi x gives "The Li fe Hi story of  a 'Di s-

l oyal ' " and biographical  and terminol ogy 

notes. 

Al though the story is al ready wel l  known, 

it  is here thoroughl y documented. What  

Commander  Lei ghton did in one detent ion 

center  (reported in "The Gover nni ng of  

Men") was done, in some respects mor e 

systematical l y and mi nutel y, iii  several  

centers, by means of  detai l ed observat ions 

and records, by f i f t een or  more persons, 

some of  whom were identi fied observers 

(themsel ves evacuees) and some partici-

pant  observers. The research itsel f  and 

the report  contained in this vol ume consti-

tute one of  the most �i f  not  the most � 

competent  pieces of  wor k thus far  done i n 
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the f i el d of  crisis- phenomena sociol ogy in-

vol ving minori t ies. 

I t  is important  to bear  in mi nd, how-

ever , that  the phenomena here recorded 

are relatively nonrecurrent  and of  such an 

extraordinary character  as to make the 

record of  l ittle predict ive or  control  val ue. 

The present  vol ume wil l  probabl y be read 

by a few of  those who themsel ves went  

through the exper i ence; by the ki nd of  

"schol ar s" and students who spend l ife in 

reproducing, quot i ng, and requoting dat a; 

and by those who wi l l  want  to point  the 

f i nger  of  scorn at  the society whi ch per-

mi t ted such events to occur. I n addi t i on, 

it  is essential  to note that  the ul t imatel y 

basic facts, i .e., the economic foundat i ons 

of  the whol e evacuat i on, are not  recorded 

at  al l ; those facts coul d have been secured, 

and their  omission is very serious. More-

over , satisfying though such a report  as 

this is (i n the schol ar's sense), the facts 

are not  brought  out  into sufficiently bol d 

rel ief  to awaken the attention of  those who 

have an infl uence in the affairs of  men; its 

very schol arship impeccabi l i ty wi l l  keep it  

f r om reaching those who mi ght  possibl y do 

something in terms of  control . 

Thi s vol ume, however , is so r ich, so 

meani ngful , so beauti ful l y conceived and 

executed, so ful l  of  deep insight  and sym-

pathy for  those who were subjected to 

the experiences descr ibed, that  it  wi l l  ai d 

greatl y in an understanding of  what  hap-

pens, and is l ikely to happen, to minori t ies 

in t imes of  societal  stress. Ther eby it  may 

aid those who are seeking to correct  the 

wrongs done, and may even hel p in pre-

vent ing their  recurrence. Sincere, whole-

hearted thanks are due to its authors. 

We l ook forward to the promi sed second 

vol ume. 

CONSTANTINE PANUNZIO 

Universi ty of  Cal i fornia 

Los Angel es 

LIND, ANDREW  W. Hawaii's Japanese: An 
Experiment in Democracy. Pp. 246. 
Pr i nceton: Pr inceton Universi ty Press 

(i n co- operation wi th Inst i tute of  Paci fic 

Rel at i ons), 1946. $3.00. 

Af ter  the attack on Pear l  Har bor  many 

asked, What  of  the J apanese in Hawai i ? 

At  one extreme it  was thought  that  the 
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Qus t i ng a n d Rel ocat i on, of  J apanes e! 
c TTH® SPOILAGE." By Dorothj ^ 
bwaine Thomas and Richard S. N1 

si t vmoi 0r i mb,l si ed
D

by t h e Univer  1 California Pre«». Berkeley 
388 A n ^ e , e s» California. 1946, 

„Ji 11* 5 document is a 
well a n n o M d story of the evacu 
nic°i! A

and R a t i o n of the Japa-
W P« f " A ^ e r l C a©- r e s i d e n t s the 

Coast dfeftijg the war. 
Despite handi^a^ of many types 

S f , «ujhors and ^contributors to 
this study manag&Frtp collect a 

amou.t of valfo>% material; 
much of which proves^that the 
American policy led to trag-

_ *enei al > * Ws# first  vofiSiW 0f 
« J c T V o l u m e l ^ o r t deals » with 

'  JfPanese-born who chose a 
return to Japan rather than life 
here, and with members of the 
American born group who, over-
come with bitterness, gave up 
their American citizenship P 

' * * n 
Preliminary causes for un-

w & t h l I ay
a
 i r V t h e manner in 

Sished e v a c u a t l o n was accom-
Japanese Americans were 

willing to be relocated if this in 
any wav proved their loyalty B S 

Shatnthl  d 0 nS i n such haste 
m. l ro i 1 6^ 0" 1^  a,nd Possessions ac-
were l o , i 7 ng h ] T (

y e a r s o f toil were lost to speculators who paid but a fraction of the property's 

Lat er mi nnyt hbegan t 0 l oSe
PheartS 

.Later in the camps, poor ac-
commodations, partiality o n the 
^ i o ^ t a i n camp administrator! 
and a constant flow of rumors con-
cerning residents who had turned 

the U.S. government. 
Kept residents ui a state of sus-
picion which turned even the belt 
l c a ? P Programs into little more 

b . u s r w o r k to guard against 
discontent engendered by lack of 
meaningful activities. 0 1 

» n n 
Finally, in certain camps, the 

°'der "ien took over controf forc-
ing Japanese schools upon the 

People, threatening or 
beating those who spoke in favor 
of the United States" and in S 

^ b f tant iat ing  _ the claims 
Ĵ  t h e Caucasians as to the 
inability of the West Coast Japa-
nese ever to be good citizens. \ 
I This book deals with a bit-
; ^ - i u b * j e c t >f i? s e ly concerning the 
residents of 'Hawaii. Though diff& 
^ " „ « « d i n g it contains such a' 
•wealth of information on a fre-l 
quently d i s c u s s e d problem it' 
K w i S f '  W e l i 0* those concerned] 

,Pr°tection of bur basic 

l i e nf a" understand-ing of the points made. f 
1« i w »cprues to Hawaii] 
B L J s e v e r a l of the case histo-J 
f les of those returning to Jananl 
Reveal that those who obtained! 

r  their early education i n \ h e Ha-' 
r e c a 1 1 wlthTmotlon 

that here they were unaware of 

f f i ndhaJ i C^ d , S p l ? y , e d t o wa r d t hei r  
K i nd o n t he ma i n l a n d . 

b ° o k a d d s inevitably to' 
/iff 11®* increasingly expressed, 

on the mainland and here, that! 
ff®  m a sf evacuation of Japanese 
from the Pacific coast was need-' 
lew and a mistake. 1 

Many Americans who are 100 
per cent Caucasian and whose Iflv-
alty is not to be doubted have ex-
pressed this feeling. 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas is a.: 

noted sociologist. Richard Nish£ 
moto was himself an e^Acuee 
Other contributors were socii i sci-
entists living in the camps Äther 
tors**  ° r C a m p admini\tra-


