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Imperial Valley, the"hot spot™e of the United States as far as the
reception of the Japsnese was com erned was visited far o period of L days
during whioh time alw ut 1/2 of the returned Japanese were imerviewed.

The other half was not contacted for various ressons, the most importent

of which wes the imability to £ind the people beeause of the leok of

a means of transportd ion to the farmse The ones contected, however, were
perhaps the better informed, and as im all rural communtitiies, news gets around
fast.

It was felt by the ['rltor that there wesex definite reasonsfor the
failure of the Inporhl a8 a relocation area as compared to the sus-
oessful one that had’ '&ku pw in the Comchella Valley. This was eon-
firmed and the following report ‘ﬁ\’pt- to pomf::t‘&” el o Wl

as the present adjustms nt oru;/-"q/._g-: in both areass The first part
will be devoted to the ‘mperial u#; .-ﬁ the secmd part to the Coachella
Valley. These wikl be trested sephaghsty, bt the fimal part will attempt to
bring together the differences and lhihtli’. @ the problems, dituation,
ete.

It was unfortunate that only an evening and a day was spent in the
Coashella Valley, but the informastion gleaned in o seminer with some of the
leaders revealed as much as might have by interviewing individuals et a longer

staye Several indiwiduals were alse interviewed., These mumbered about

Te
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1940 was 1,583, The WOCA registratiom in 1941 isdicates that there were 1,360.
The differemse is probed ly explained by the fest that there were woluntary
evacuees and migratory leborers who were counted as Valley residents.s
Between Jamary 1 and December 31, 1945, 134 hed returned.directly from
the centers, U had returned after having b.oon relocated elswhere. *+

Imperjal Count Tok al Relosated
w Es e

Prawl 0

Ca llxgo ‘i 1 Ez

El ro 8 3 80

iblile 8 -
rr d

low 11 0 11

The sbove ﬂpu'u for qt Mod designated is perhaps acoupate, but
a qQuick ocheck indicetes that MQ are now only 19 families and L single
persons, Many of those whe M to the Imperial Valley did se only
te finish of f their business, “nm tb’ household goods which were sto red
in various buildings, and to size q‘ we sn-n.a before looking around
for gleener pasturess The ploture as it w 10# is shown below in terms

of Pamilies. | [
No. of Pamilies.

Brawley ™

Ca laxico 2

El Centre z families
Holtville

Imperial 3

We stmore land 5

There are L4 or 5 bashelors aside from the families, -
Sinee December of 1945, only two fm ilies have moved back into Bywwimy
Lporul Viley.
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tors influensing the number relosting to the ial

The greatest single factor discowaging the rel@eation @ the ‘m
beaok into the lmperial walley was perhaps the lack of ownmership of laend,

Of the 212 farms operated by the Yapanese in 1940, 18 were fuly owmed, 2
were partly owned, 1§ were memaged and 177 were operated by temsnts, Almost
all of those who returmed owned their own land, or property if it were inm
towm.

Aside from this feotor, it is felt by many in the walley thet rumours
floating in camps that the sentimert in the walley was sush that it would be
impossible for anyone to resettle there. Aethally, the southern end of the
velley, Celexico, Bl e-;'b Seeley and Hpltville were ready to reseive the

people even before ﬁrnﬂ Goast opened up. In El Centro, the mayor had
issued a statement ﬂut the ng would be weleemed back, and no harm
would come to them from amy ;rﬁc

The reception im El GOM Miﬂ:qou‘ibﬂl end was without inoident
exoept for the rabblerousing of th P!.uplnol. A farmer in Seeley ms
intimidated by a neighboring Filipine ht tq\nllhd the man by ealling in
the FB.l. RENKEXEXY At the present tht,. ‘ilu/*pmu farmer hae & Qrew
of about 10 Pilipinos working for hime He mintelns, however, that the
reason these Filipinos work for him is because they are of the Visayam tribe,

& tribe who did not meet the Jepanese head om im the Philippines.
In Hok ville, where only two families now reside, the meighbors and
the bus iness-men in town are giving them as much help as can be expeoted,
One femily, ®omposed only of nisei ex-GI's since the mother died = Sew months
ago, is eonsidered me differently than anyone else, The Boys are members of
the Methodist Church from before the war, and their meking shed was eonsidered
one of the most prosperouss The oldest boy, however, with ne farm experieme
is starting from seratsh.
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In El Centro too, were more goodewill building setivities going om
than in other seetions of the valleye Ome of the first boys to return to
El Centro was a former high sohool athlete who was in prison in the Philippines.
Ho was aided by a elassmate, who was in the Yspenese armys Whenm ssked to
speak before one of the ser vice organizrations, he brought out the poll;"M
the Japenese were not what the loeal populpus thoughts Piotures of the Llond
Oombat teams were showm to the Qhamber of Commerce and mueh good-will was
spread because of this,

Brawley, the area ot most disorimination, has its roote tied down to
the fuet that the &mumd the John lechner mecting at the Brawley
High Sohool football mu. " e Hayor drought out to Iyle Kurisaki, a WRA
employee for & month in the m that the reasom why the Brewleyites did
mot went the Jammese back wes b\m. of the various Shippers who made money
and left for Jepen, He mamed !our of ‘hh. One of the losal dapanese, owner
of hundreds of asres is shunned by th 19&1 puplc because of his pre-evee.
vation @ niributions te Japen, fhil. of Nurh,\ is goselp among the people
&8 are other rumoure of various sons hlﬂ Qoh“h in the depenese Army,
Antagonism also arose over the Japenese who were interneds It seems thet
most of the people are mot aware of the faot that most of these people were
later relecsed with mo olarges ageinst thems

Those who are back in B] Comtro meintein that ome of the biggest drawe
baok,outside of the lagk of ownership of land, to the relosation of the Japa
anese into the velley was the inefficiensy of the WRA employees They meinta in
thet he stuok to his desk, imstead of trouble-shoot ing; a ggestions fram the
others in his staff were mot taken; his fear of going into a troubled area 1like
Brawley did not ensourage other Yspamse to oall their friends beok,
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Qut of the total mumber of people returmed to the walley, only three
ere living in town and running o basinesse The rest are famers, exeept for
ebout & half dosem who are living in a building lent them by the Hindus, and
supported by the Courtys ua.::’rauxy live in Brawley, in & home of a Tth
Dey Adwentist Doetor, while anfemstranged wife is working as a dowe stie,

The three businesses are losated in Bl Cenmtro im the Pilipinc-deoxbd an

town on Breadwaye All three of them operated businesses here before evacuation
and had most of their busimesses from the M xicans and the Gaucesians. They
are entinuing in & d miler manner, completely independant of Jp enese trade,
Mre Momita owns a m-di’ort. Mr. Hoshisaki & pool room, anmd My, emiya, a
food store, ) 4 —
The stories pas-ntod bj’mqo people are not out of the ordimery, exedpt
for the feot thet mmsixat they &umot have & difficult time getting re-established.
Mr. Momite roqnutod of his ro!hr WM owner the store, and wes given it at
e remt $20,00 less than the other | 'ﬂpnuh’u Mr, Hoshizaki had his poolerocm
equipment in the seme place, but had T huﬁ‘ﬁo e FPilipino. The Filipine
did nbt wnt to vesate, bit was foreed to u&nn mms told hin he would move
his equirment to amother store a few doors nny. He also gave the Pilipine an
opportunity to fix up the other looetion while oampleting his months cecupansy
in Hoshizeki's place., Mr, KEamiya owned his owm property so he did not ex-
periense eny difficulty.
The only mote of disorimimtion osme from My, Momits, who wes made to
deposit more for his license than the other cauoasian meremants.
Of the wege earners, there are only twe im towm. One is Mr, Momita's
daughter, who workdx for USES, and the obher is Miss Kiyo Kurods, who works
for em insursnoce agency. For ebout six months immedistely after the Hoshizaki
femily oeme bask (October, 1945), ome of the gisls worked for the Sears Roebuok

Gompeny where she received 4 raised during that time., After her marriage,
she moved amy,
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Boonomie Adjustment . '
The farmers returned too late to mmke any money last seasom, The
majority returned in Ogtober, and November, whioh wes too late to put im
the erops for en early harvests #he Shimmoto's in Seeley returned im July
of 1945, and did get im & s pring orop, but broke even. In Westmoreland,
HeW. of Brawley, three families got together amd put in 20 asreas or more of
squash, and lost moneye They did mot have money emough to remt land, With
the help of anmother nisei, they got themselves jobs driving traetors for $14.00
a day, and were able to put up $600.,00, or ome half of the yeers rent on
another piese of form for this yeard erop,
Aooording to Mat ‘*Ia’n.lhi. who lives West of Westmoreland, there ere
smple opportunities £r Japenese if they wish toferm in the valley. However,
they must be willing to 'or!n\hmd hand for ll year, and look around for
the opportunity. Ee menmt unodmanl he had just receiveds A eeusasian
farser wanted to put in 100 aéres /f wikyraslen, and mated % Mave Kobayashi
oversee the place. He wes alse hll\pin_i'l thny basis to prepare the land,
end get the erops ime. PFor this, ho-;n 0 bo\nu wagese After the harvest,
he would share equally with the owner thop:oﬂ'h.
In Seeley, a family of 10 moved baok about 3 weeks ago from Sen Jose.
When the eoast opened up, Mr, Eodama oame back to the Imperiel Valley and
found thet his former landeowner wes willing to give him 2 lease om land, =nd
eid in any way he coulde Mr, Kodame said thet he would have to weit until his
sons returned from the army firste The time osme and they are resting the land
at §45.00 an aore, and have the use of all of the owner's equipment, plus those
that they are able to recovers
For those farmers who owned the ir own land, and equipment, the sta ¢ back
on the roed to faming was not too difficult, Most of them lost, or had stolen
muoh of their equipment, and consequently had a difficult first yeare They feel
thet those who do not own land, much less the equipment, do mot wish to venture
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8gain im an aree which is unlivable 3 momths out of the yeere Those settled

in Los Angeles mow feel that if they must begin ell over againm, they would

prefer %o do it in a place that offcrs them, at least a eool elimate the year
around.

1t 1s the feeling of a few of the looal Yapansse that as soon as

lease prises come down, and the depression hits the M xigans and the Filipinos,
the Yapsnese mpy return, Other observers feel thet the Mexisans and the
Pilipinos have already lost monmey, and also are hounded by the collestors,

They feel thet the businesses would rether deel with Jdapsmese, end some day

mey be begging them to return,
Welfare Cases, &

I6 4s perhaps best to iddlude.the welfare oases under the title Bgoncmie

edjustment sinee the half dogen Or 8o are not exaetly eared for by the County,
When the Yapanese woeturned, there wﬂ 'a".n-bor of old eouples,whe wers not
able to do herd work, They porhpo‘chm"hm gone to & eooler ares, but
besause of the faet that the county would only tﬁo %o of their om, they
returned to the valleys, It is said that amm had the lease on a

two story building nesr the Me Qabe Sehool between E]l Centro and Seeley, asd
lent it rent free to the Japenese who had befriended them during the depressiom,
A%t the present time there are two old Souples, three bechelors, and a young issei
with his invalided wife and five ohildrem living there. Theyr cceive from $9.00 to
$12.00 a month for subsistence from the Gounty, and no other aid is given them,
?ho three fan 1ig u::o:t::ut them because they do not have ¢ars; these living
in the rursl areas bring Pegetables oscas fonally when they ean pull away from
their works T ree bachddors have already died in the house,

A number of femilies used the building as & hostel when they returned, but

sebsequently moved, Mr, Momits feels thet they will probdably ell die in the

house evenuta lly,
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Boonomie Adjustment
Besides giving the loan of the house remtefree, a group #f Hindus
have taken in onme issed to live with theme In this particuler ocase, the
iss ei had aided the Hindus imbo getting started from 1920, whem he first
got into the shipping game, During the war the Hindus did well, many of
them purehas ing land, and meking money, and to returm th favor, they have
teken in the issei to eare for him until he is able to get back om his feet,
or until he diese ihu unusual oase is one im which the one helped out

is peying back with interest; most unusual when compared with stories of
the losses imourred by the Japanese et the expense of the gaim by the

Mexioans and the hu‘ntl&&-

Losses During the por;oi lpﬂ h oamp.

In every oase, ﬁo np-n«o }\lt equipment, household goode, and aotwa]
money when everjyone was making iqﬁf the equjpment, althe in the vieinity of
the home of the o'mers, camnot bo QKM hmmo there is no proof that the

equipment belongs to the Yapeneses ' !brd is only the faet that the Japenese
owned eertain type of equipment, whioh “‘,I nn).,

During 1oLk and 1945, everybedy who ﬁnod, Jand made money, After the
end of the war, when most of the Japamse md started their farms, the market

became tighter, and as & result, unless one had an early orop, he did not de

so well, At the time whem the Japanese returned, they had to lease land, if it
were saveidable, for $50.00 an aore and more, as compared to the $25,00 an sore
befors the wr, The owners oould make more money by farming for themselves,
therefore they did mot wish to lease to the Japanese. As laborers, the Japanece
nad to compete with the "Wet Mexicans", those netiomels who had -:t into the
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United sht.u:r‘e: ::::o These "Wet Mexicans" worked for .50¢ am howr as
nnpu-odth who d lived here for some time. The farming interests
would hire these laborers because it would eut down the eost of labor,

Housing,

Those who are reloceted im the lmperial Valley are mot without housinge
In every oase eash family has their own place, The exeeptions are, of course,

these who are living in the "WRA 01d People's Home" meer Mg Cabe,

The ome family who live im prawley were given the use of a home by a
dootor who had befriended the family before snd during the ware The man was
doing gardening work, n-l ,";%Jluu' will attempt to farm om his own, on a
plot of £ive aeres ownsi by ancther Jepeneses

bt
N
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Orgen izat ioms.

There is only one orgsniszation in the whole of Imperial Valley, It is
called the "Good Neighbor's Glub", hesded by Bob Shimmoto of Seeley, Seve
eral meetings have beem called, ami ome of the m jor events was the dinner

held et the Byrbara War th Hotel where seversl members of the Causasisn g® up
were inviteds Bhe mxt event is the Halloweenm Soeisl,

Upward of L5 people belong to this organizetiom, whish is primarily a
so8ial elube Im spite of the spread-out temiemoy of the ® ople of the Imperial
Valley, the Japanese still feel the need of companionship of their own groupe

Churches,.
Bxsept for several im Holt¥ille, there is no chmweh sotivity for the
Japaneses The Buddhist Chureh in Brawley ws lost for taxes, the Buddhist
Ghurch in El Centre was rented to the oity for $1.00 a yesr for use as part
of ghe grade sehool, the Ghristian elurehes in Brawley, El Centro and Cakexieo
are being used by eawvasian groups, atﬂ-u the Japanese econtinue to mix
with the Caucasian groups in the ir churches, they ﬁn be without religious
lifes
SRV
The leader of the CRDU group in the Velley is the owner of the food
stores From informa tion g athered by other Japamse, the leader is mot popular
with either the Japanese group, or the white group. It is felt that he is not
eamunityemindecs When them farmers were asked whet they thought of the orge
anigation, they did nbt scem to kmow what it wes, mor what it represented.
The Executive a...-.t.ﬁi/f“:x!‘;;'! that the “mperial Valley, because of its
limited munber of Japenese, would be relied upon only im case of emergendy.
It mey be because of this thet the Japamese do not kmow anything about it im

the Imperial Villey.
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Sooial adjustment.

Jaol,
There is no Jael, mor is there any possibility of the organization

being resctivateds Mr, Momits, sotive leader among the “apanese during the
evso mtion was very mush disappodnted thet Mike Masaoks, “ational Executive
Seor tary, did not take time %o visit the Imperial Valley when he did visit
both Arizons and Qoachella Valley.
Issei-Nised.

Bere, as alacs t everyplace else, the isseis are the holders of ti® purse.

dgringse This, however, does mot prevent the miseis from exeroising most of
the power of making the decisions, In Brawley, three issei farmers were

told by a n sei farmer not plant the aereage eompletely in Squash, This was
not followed and the issei farmers bad to teke the loss, and advise frem
the nisei in obtaining employment to fimanee the rent for the coming year,

Por information regarding the market eondition in Los Anbe es, the isseis have

%o rely on the nisels who mace all of the contacts, It is only in oases where

there is a decision to be made im regards plan ting time, irrigating time ete,

where the isseis are listened %e This, only becawse of their experience im

ferming in the valleye

Four farms are completely dominated by niseis, Twe Shimamotos in

Seeley are nisels, with four sdmsel kids of workable spe. Two of the boys
are married, live in separate houses, but work on the ferm. The Seshonmatsus
in Holtville are completely niseis, their mother having di d last winter.

The Kcbayeshis in Westmoreland is ccmpobed of 5 boys, all above 20 wars of
age, and several others, who are in hopes of mmkk re-geining some of their
lost fort nes. The niseis are progressive, use all of the modern equipment,

fertilizer, and methods, plus the knowledge of the experiemses of the issels,
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800 1al Adjustments
Relationship with Yther Grou s.

This has been referred to in parsgraphs appearing earlier, MNost of
the Japam se are completely independant of each other, The businesses in

%own cater to the Mexigans, Q;rau and the Whitess The fermérs in turn
are dependant upon the msmrkikt in Los Anged s.
T
Predominmeht Sentiments.
It seemed to me that the people were pretty much soncernsd about their

indiwidual welfare, There was mo group movement of any kinds sxcept for the

one sooial organissi ome Problems of Eseheat, eitigzenship, Aljen lend law,
diserimimetion, were individus]l mtterse These probably result from the distances
between the individusls physieallyp and exoept for the famers, who need @ars,

the people do mot have thems, The gathering pleee for the young people when
$imy ocome in to town is the Drug Store owned by Mr, Momita, Prom here they go
to the football gemes, party, or other meetings that might be in propress, Between
the three stores im town, there is lit tle intercourse, Aecording te one
informant, the people do mot trade =t the food market beocause of the high prices
they eherge. Sinoe the food store oaters to the We¢ Mexicans almost exdlusively,
they ean afford to eharge high prices, Rise sold gt this store is prieced at
$22,00 2 sagke Because of this, a group of farm Yapanese purehased their rice
from kos Angelee for $14.00 which ineluded freight.
All of the individumls feel that they a re welle-adjusted; that more should

return to the valley; thet there are opportunities here for those who wamt %o

worke They do not oonsider the hot summer months as & draw.beck as most of

those living eway from the valley feele It may be a form of rationa lizdag.
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Introduction,
Uosohe lls Valley, along with Palm Springs has long been moted for
its winter playground for the rich. Movie Astors, business-men, and retired

individuals have long made Palm Springs end Indio the ir headquarters for
reste During the war this drive ms imoreased and meny more have mede land
investments in the walley,

The growth of the Goschella Valley is tobe seen in the next ten years,
Between Rllm Springs and Indio, it is predioted thet there will be one conbe
dnous stretoh of buildings and farms. A new town is being built up with am
initial investment of a ha1f million dollars for buildings etes The Desert

Magezine will be headquarter in this settlement, and they have hopes of having
at lcast a stable popuhfﬁn of 1000 the yesr around,

Comrunity pride 1is the cmu ;mund on which everyone walks, The

people have felt that the growth of tl‘ to‘ll and valley should be beck with
eamnunity partieipatiom im all of 1tl th&ak.tn; end activitiess Into this
situation returned the Japenese, 'lnt\urt of redept ion did they receive?
Were thpy eble to adjust themselves, or pt 1op§ es one of the members of
the community? Whet was the attitude of the Causagiens in tle return of
the Jcpun_ur Numerous questions arise, and in the following pages are
attempts to reveal the m ture of the adjustment of the Jepanese baok into
the Coachella Valley.
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Population.

Upwards of 20 femilies have returned te the Cpachella Velley. All of
them, exeept for a few mew families are lamdowners, and have lived im the

wvalley for some years.

In almoet all cases, the emtire family is back on the farm, and exoept
for the older girls who married into femilies living in some other eities,

and boys still in the serviece, the population is about the same as its pree
war level,

The welley is divided im its Japanese populatiom imto two distinct
gsectionss The morthe yn end in the vieinity of Indio, the Jepsnese cre for
the most part, Christians. The southern end, near Ousis, the population is
predominently Buddhist, Before the wer this cleawvage wes distinot, and
the two communitied had little in oommom. Altho it is still merked, there
is = oommon bond insofar as the land groblem that face ome, faces the other
alse., This is discussed in the seetions _'RW. and JACL.

Altho the Cosshells Valley is growing fast, there is little hope that
any more Jepene se will settle in this areas Land values have gome up, end
usuzble land is limited. |

The age level of the Jepane se population has also gne up &s might
weil b expeoteds hereas before the war there were a number of boys and
girls of school age, at present there are only 6 in High School, and approx-
imately the seme nusber in the Gremsar Sohoole Of those in High Sehool,

3 will be graduated this coming summer, Until such a time the niseis who
have recently gottem merried send their “"ssnsei" children to school, there will

be an absence of children in the schoolss
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Economie Adjustant,

The residents of Goashella Valley owned their own land, and equipment,
therefore when they returned, thoy were fortumate in being eble to resume
living in their own houses, many of them as fine as any in the val ey,

Their property snd equipment hed beem left in the hards of the Bank, or
other caucssiens, Some denmge wes done to both, but the area was probd ly
not a8 hard hit as other arees,

Theoase of a family living sbout 4 miles N.Ee. of Indio illustrate the
extent to which some family were hit, Whem this family evacuated, they left
their home and equipment im the hands of the local banke When they returned,
they found 5 1little camps (houses for laborer's) missing, their trastor, plow,

and other tools also missinge Thelr refrigerator they sold before evaow tiom,
and the ir household furnishing was destroyed in a fire whieh happened while
they were gome, They had 2 diffioult time when they first ecame back, but

a good first seasom w tted them enough 90 that they were able to purehese
enother traotor, plowgk ete. If they lﬁp good,q.rpj.l this year, they will
have rescovered some of the ir losses, a

Several im tle Vasis Valey have made money the past seasoms They had

produced early erops, and their returns were manyfoldse One man purchased
s Serviece Station end land for $30,000 or soe
The above-meut ioned farmers are exoeption insofar as meking money is

concernsd, What of the others? Aceording to Gearge Shibata, nisei farmer who
is aotive in eollecting funds for the CRDU,states the t most of the fermers
have made e living, and oleesred atout §1000s In obther words they did not
lose sany .oneyes Their ability to produce orops during off seasom ereates a
heevy demand in the market for their goodse Their ohief worry is, however,
getting their return from the markete I% is their belief that stst ements are
not coming in from day to day, whioh is necessary %to know what vaelue they are
receiving, and it is felt that since they ocome several days late, they are
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in a position to be oheated,

It is the common f eling of the farmers thet the thing that wAll
determine their coming season is the weather. If theya re ble blessed with
good weather and a late frost, they will meke momey, If they are mot, th-ir
hard work from 5:30 in the moming to after sundown will be without compensation.
The pert pa yed by the tovnspeople is interesting, The Sphmnimen Baper
Company is giving priority to the Jpenese farmers in getting their produets.
¥hen & new shipment of hard-to-get goods ar-ive, the manager first calls up
the Jepenese before selling up the otherse The Bank is willing to advance loans
to finsnce the orops, the implament eompany is willing to give priorities te
the Japenese for their @mplements. Here is evidemrs of community spirit emd
the feeling that as the people in the community do well, so goes the community.
In meny eases, Mo xjcan truckers for the Jepenese before the wer have made
money and have burchased land for their own use, and it seems that the
townspeople went to see the Japanuo.-"l-nain some- of the ir lost groundg
The most suseessful person is perhsps ﬂpa;;o Sekemi, who owns & garage
about 2 miles WW of town, Before he opemed up his place, he was doing repair
wovk on the farme When people heard thet he was opening up, work began to pile
upe He mentiomed that seviral months ago when all of the other garages were
sleek with no business, he had a dosem or so gars om the yard weiting to be
repaired and was working from 8 em to 11 pme In spite of his garage being
2 miles out of the eity limits, he gets all of the Gity business including the
garbage trucks, the Highway Patrol, the Border Patrol, the Ahbulanee and
Funeral Cer, Several physidan's cars etes On top of this, he maintaine the
equipment for the rieh out-of-town farmers who live in the vicinity, as well
as all of the ﬁm and"Arkie's" tradee
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Economie Ad Mmont .

George Sakemi has been able to purehase a steel lathe, reamers,
es well es being eble to get an Acetlyme toroh set whddh iz given only
under oontrecte The first ltems hadm been ordered by other garages in town,
but they were first delivered t Mr, Sakemie The seetlyme outfit was given
him after protest by other garagese They felt that they were being diseriminateds
A rmeeapping serice in town gives him 24 hour service. All of this has led
him to feel thet mo betbter sentiment exists anywheres No one has questioned
them whe ther th y were Japene:e, or any other miiomality.

There is a feeling emong the Japam se, however, that they B d lost
out during the evacuatioms This is espeeislly true during the season ol 15,
As was mentioned previously, the Mexiean truskers mde atremendous smount of
moneye All of this could !ave been made by the Japanese., The bitterness is
¢louded over by the fast thet they &,@ able to cell their place their home agein,

sltho with a little misgiving, and bespuse there is a favorable sentiment among
the caucasians whereas before the war tie re was ﬁiiurronmo.

Here, 28 in the case of the Imperial Valley farmers, several years must
elapse before the pecple's egonomic adjustmenk can be measured. Ome season of

wealth may be wiped out the mext yeer. Their gein must be measured over e period

of yesrese
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The people of Gsshealla Valley have long been known for the ir elosely
knit sooiety. One of their first program was the ecoperd ive for the common
good of the people. When they beceme established, they econtinued to plese im

the Kagawa fund a eertein amounmt of momeye Their movement into eamp wes pere
formed in & maumner whieh resulted in all of them being placed im one bloocke
In Poston, toey were considered ome of the best run blocks in eamp beoause of
their homogeneity, and Sarryeover of pre-evasuation dayse Their leaders in the
block were the same as those who mintairmsd ladership before. At presemt,
they are continuing under the seame leadership, with the niseis being the
bell earriers, Jheoloseness is the reletionship between the isseis and niseis
is becoming closer, and mush exohe nge of advice and consultetion takes plase.
The chenge iz perhaps evidenced most in their interchange of notes with the

caucasians, "hereas before evapwition, the csucasians were indifferent to the
welfare of the Yepanese, they are mow looking forward to helping them out in
their problems and difficultiess

Whereas there was a big spdit between the Odsis Buddhists end the Indio
Christians before the war, there is now a much Yetter ground for joint partiocipetion
in working out their problems.
Oaueasisn-dapenese Relations.

A few points were brought out in previous disoussions and will be enlarged
upen heres During the war there were several t pes of "friends" the Yapamese
hads In the ease of the bank predddent, he sppoinmted esgents to look after eertein
properties., In several cases, the a ent sold, or moved away property for resale.
S8ince the return of the Yapanese, he has moved out of town. In the words of ome
imte Japanese, "he was run out".. Another agent took over the land of My, Nagets
and the first seasom metted him a return of over $8,000, and thereafter geve him
a monthly statement,
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The Christisn “hureh wasrented by the Bpdscopalian who kept up the taxes,

and peinted the buildings Because of the way they treated th building, and
because they Japenese felt that they did mot have need of the building, they
have given the Episcopaliam ancther lease for severesl yearse

The Radio Statiom, whieh is meking profit, gave a half am hour of their
time to Mike Messoka, who spoke on Proposition 15 Altho there wes a eonfliste
ing footbell game at the sme hour, meny heard the speeoh, and began coming around
to the Sakemi gerage, and to £he warious farms to got furtier enlightment on the
questione

When I wert to the Hotel Indio, ome of tie finest hotels im Indio for &
room, I was told thet there were numerous reservat ions, but thet if I waibéd
until 1 pm when people oheskéed out, I might be able to get & rooms At 1 minute
after 1 pm, I ws given & r.oms Ueorge Shibbta exple ined to me thet themonth
of Ugtober :nd November wemethe big months for tourists and therefore it ves
diffioult to get rooms. Jhis, aside m the fact thk meny sehooleterohers
were in need of apartments, ar rooms, d
The CRDU

Coashella Valley ws ome of the first areas to meet their quota, Ao~

i

oording to Mr. Shibsta, outside of Lcs Angeles, tie largest quota was given
the Valley. %‘hey set an original figure of $7500, but this was reduced to
$5,000 when it was explained to the committee that they were just getting
starteds For the first year's quote, #2,000, Mr. Shibtata went to the 20
femilies and asked each for $100.00. This was contributed without a "squaek”,
80 Olaims Mr, Shibake,

The people know of the leadership in Los Angeles, but they also seem to

be aware of the feot that past reputd ions ean be forgotten in a common cause,
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$he visit of the group of Jael representative of gamd Los Angeles gave them
hints that they would be taken over by the Yaole ZThis they already underst nd
besause of their interest im the news from Salt Leke, the Mt1ome) Headque rters,
The interest in the anti-disorimination body is founded on te faot that
there is an escheat omse pendings Mr. Negeta, whose onme son is still im the
armed foroes is being awaited before the trial begins,
Sinee Masaoka's visit, the eawasians have wondered about the Alien Jend
Aot, and word spread eround timt the ‘apanno fermers would be losing their land,
An 8.p. (Southern Pacifie) egent asked dout the situztion om proposition 15,
end jmedietely went apo-m spreading the word to the other agents to vote mo.
Ministers, baunkers, buﬁnno-nu_ 81l wanted infomatioms A eclummist for one
of the looal papers happened % ¢o'@ into the Sakemi Garage while Iwns visiting
end ssked for particularse He 3iaid that "suoh en ast is mot only bad for the
Japmnese, but it might eventually mﬁoa—._w me"s He was given e pamphlet
expla ining the Proposition.
$he Jaol, N |
The local nisels activated a ohapber after/tie m ss meeting held by Mike
Hasaokas There had been no ehapter before the war. Just before the meeting,
the registrar for the elcotion went around to the various farms and were eble teo
get over L0 niseis registered for the eleotion. The meeting wes well attended,
and the fecling of the leaders of the walley is that they will have ome of
the best financed chapters in busine ss, Sootty Tsuohiye went around for contrie
butions, and wes pledged varying ﬁauntn by the people, If negeseary, Tom
Seimi, one of the nisei leaders, states that they oould get gust as much
contr dbutions for the Jael as they have been eble to get for the CRIU,
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Scc ie ]l Adjusbment,
In both the cases of the GABU and the Jeel, the Ossis scetion and Indie

heve forgotten religious differemses, end have supported the sotivities wholee
heertedly.
Churches. |
Neither the Buddhist Churoh, mor the Christien Churches are in existence.

The older christians heve serifoes once s amonth et warious homes, while the
younger sét go to the Causssian church. So far there are only tveo ooupiu. only
one of vhom is & wewber. The other couple will join after the wife is indoetrinated
e little more. She was Puddhist befores The ectivities of the Buddhist Chureh
is not known exsept for the fact that there is no churech for them,

The pemily.

This seotion should have eppesred as the first onme, but wes e ft to the

end to elerify some of the fa'nenbi_oﬁd points, As wes stated before, most of
%he ohid ren of the issedi parenmts are badke There is a predominance of males sime
most of the older girls have mrrisd ﬁ%"t.-u%*—uu:; in other sestionse.

The boys ere all older, =mad most of them hﬂ'iurm in the emy., Three of

the older niseis had relossted east, but returnsd to take over their land.

In & 1) ceses, the dmeidiamsxamt problems are discussed betwesn the isseis and
niseis, end oono lus ions &re rezohed., In the oase of & contributiom to the Jeel,
one of the biggest contributor withheld his contribut ion becsuse his fik her

wae awsy at the time, but pledged thet he would do his perte The feel ing of the

throe older misei leaders, it is still the peremts that meke the fine]l deecis iome

Exoept for one Nisei family, a couple, the family live together.
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The adjustment of the familics Back in both OV and Imperial Velley,
socording to the p.o;h. s been goode In Coachella, the Japamsse feel
$hat there is more cooperst iom, and understen ing from the causasisns mow,
than there ever wase They feel thet they are interested in their legel problems,
as well as eoamomic poblems, This ties in with the mature of the growing
eemmunity where everyone is eomsernmed about eivie pride ete.

The interest shown by the esueasian is not acoidental, but something
thet wes worked om from the beginning of the ware. Altheo there was pre-sure
from eertein quarters during the wer, a few of the big business-mem stood up
for the Japanese in Cosehella Valley, and because of this pressure, mot too
many eaucasiens vent out of line. Postom, was mot too far from this valley
so there weme frequent travel back and forth as soon 2s the Japanese were

able to return to soout around. The leadership in Coechella Valley wes
orystallized long before evecwatiom. Among the Christian group, espeeislly,
did leadership assert itself, Many yeers of preyer meetings, eocoperd ive
meetings, Summer Bible Sehool ete., tended to make this unit a olosely knit
one. The children had followed suit, and -eltho the older sons are still
in their late 20's or early 30's, they eontinue to seek adviee from their
elders,

The years of common interest im the Chumoh, and ecomomic adjustmernt

has set the Japanese into the seme pattern of orgenizatiom for fighting for
the comuon goale Therefore whem the escheet case eame to Indjo, the people
were reedy to particip te in the CRDU. With Citizegship for the Isseis
the orux of the land problem, they have bandid together Imksxzx to form a
Jaol, which they feel will be es strong as sy in the ecountry,

Perhaps the strongest thing in favor of the Coachella Valley people is

the faot that the sons have returmed to the ir homes with their parents,
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T. Sasaki
This wes also & pattern set before the war whem the farm was a family rum
affeir, The land was bought for the som under guardianship of the father,
and sinoe them, the sons have resoched voting age end are teking over full
respensibility. This seme pattern exists with the farmers im the Imperial
Valley, who owm their land. ' |
In the lmperial Valley, fewer people in proportion to the totel Yapemese

population owned their land. Those who have returned, with the exeception of
a fow, are oomtinuing where they left of fo But the distances separating

the ranches is such, that even before the wer these land-owner did mot
partioipete im any group astivity. The Soteymshis who live 12 miles eutside
of Brawley were members of the Boy Seouts, did mot belong to amy chureh,

or other organizations invelving Jepanese. They are well-adjusted im the
caucasien community in Westmoreland, They do mot feel the need of interest im
the land problem. The Shimamoto's who live about the seme distamce from El
Centro are in the seme ostegorjm, as are the Sembometsus who live in Holtvilies
The same is true for meay otiur femilies ﬁn_h: in the Imperiel Valley, They
are ecomomically independent of the Yapanese; they were before the war, and
they still are, The only femily who scem to miss the Japenese Chureh is

the Momite fsmily, who eltho ecomomicelly independamt of the “spanese, is

still eoncerned with the sosisl sspectses Thas e mentioned previously all

spoek Bnglish in their homes, and heve mothing thet mmasks of Yspenese,

Mr. Momita, on the other hand, has many treits which remain ‘npusoo. ik

of those who returned early, and eventuel ly went away, there seems %o

be a reasoms Ome of the families who lived im Brewley wamted to begin business
end went to the Segurity First Na ional for & loen. He was told flatly thet
the omly thing they could do for him was to give him letiers of recommendat iom

to banks im Los Angeles. They did mot wemt his busimesse Thismy, or my

not be the reasem for so many Imperial Vel ley people opsming up businesses in
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los Angeless This does not eccount for the farmers, howevers, The farmers
feel that if they must begin all over again, they would prefer doing it ina

eooler olimates A mumber of them are working as gardeners in Los Angeles;
another great number of them were im Senta Maria h;::ﬂnl Gomstel area
working as laborers in the Strawberry patehes. There is emother group who
relocated east, and who heve not retwned to the eocast,

Conol usion.

The oandl us ion reaghed by the writer is that the Coschella Valley is
beginning all over again, after having lost out during the war. They do have
their land, but are very much eomcerned sbout the eseheat oases, end loss of
thed r property in esse the Propesition 15 's pessed, and if the Japenese sre
uneble to gain their citizenship in the next few yesrse The population is about
the seme as it was before hhe wer, and thoix" Sommon eontern over their land
is knitting them eloser together, as well as bringing them oloser to the
caucasians who are more than willing to help thems As for their adjustment
eoonomisally, they will never regaim the fortunes they lost during the 10llel5
secsony and it 1s still = matter of a few semgsoms before they will be able to

state defimitely whether they are making good or mot,

In the ‘mperial Valley, those who have returmed are well-adjusted
insofar as ¢an be expesteds Their problem is mostly individual, their thinking
not having gone ss far as group thinkings There is very little sooial interaotion

among themselves, mor with the cauwcasians. If there is, it is on entirely a
personal besiss Less them 10X heve returned to the valley, and prospects are
that not too many more will go beoke Those who have moved away still feel
& little bitter ebout the Caweasisn's attitude, and will probaBly not ohange
$heir minds, Probably rumors were the most detrimental thing im the relosstiom
progrem baek into the valleys The nuuber of white people I talked to seemed to
think thaet they were being misunderstood; that aetually only a few in the velley
were against the return of the Japanese,



