, YATSUSHIRO'S DAILY REPORTS FROM DENVER AREA ( CONTINUED)
: DATE NUMBER SUBJECT
19/ 2/ 46 55 Young Buddhist Association -Visit with Rev Tsunoda
10/2/16 56 Japanese Culture & Assimilation -Conversation with Rev, Sasaki
" 57 Return to California -Jiro Tani
" 58 ; Return to California -Conversation with some Nisei
10/3/46 59 JACL Cabinet Meeting
60 Nisei Womens Athihti;: Association
61 Niski Student Nurses
62 YWCA -Public Affairs Discussion Group
63 YWCA -Thursday Night Dance Grpup
64 Return to California -YWCA Dance Group
65 Nisei House Maids
66 Japanese Newspaper -Colorado Times Editor
67 Nisei Barbers - Mary's Barber Shop (Hirata)
68 House Maids -Short Visita with Erlene & Anne "akamatsu
69 Cutter in Tailoring Firm
70 Young Buddhist Association -Regular Service
T4 Brotherhood House Fellowship -Religion,Interracial Church
10/7/46 72 Wholesale Produce Worker
10/8/46 73 Nisei Veteran -Talk with George Akiyama
Th Discrimination =Chat with two Nisei Veterans
75 YWCA -Business and Professional Girls club
76 Mandarin Cafe -Chat with Mr, Kawamura
77 Young Buddhist Association -Bull" Sessiocn" at Rev. Tsunoda's home.,

78 Arkansas River Valley -Visit with Rev. Eizo Sakamote

79 Issei Photographer -Visit wit.h Mrs., It.o ¥ yres s a1
796 Kl M
10/10/46 80 Keeneaburg, Colorade -Viait. with Japaneae Farmers

10/12/46 81 Fa.rmera in Northern Colorade ~Interview with Mr. J. Horie

L] 82 A Longmount Farm Family -Visit with the Miyazakis




wt

10/12/46

"
"

10/13/46

10/16/46

10/17/46

10/18/46

o

YATSUSHIRO'S DAILY REPORTS FROM DENVER AREA

No.
83

8L
85
g5 e

86

87
88

89
90
91
92
93
b
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102

10/19 & 20/ 46 103

10/20/46

10/21Y4,6
10/22/46

. 104
| 105
106
107
108

Subject
Longmount, Colorado -Meeting of Young Buddhist

Greely Christian Church -Nisei Methodist Church Service

Nisei Veteran Farmer -Talk with Fred Mikuni
oA s g PRk i

Recreatién V-California Street Methodist Church
California Street Methodist Chupch -Sunday Church Service
Issei Deportation & Naturalization -Chat between Rev. Sasaki &

Rev. Mitani

@ogrton -t
Greenhouse Workers -Visit with Mrs. Toda

( Greeley , Colorado)
Data on Greeley -Meeting with Native Nisei "

Native Issei Farmer -John Numoto Family "

Nisei Evacuee Farmer -Sam Sameshima Family "

Evacuee Issed Farmer -Toyohashi Family

Evacuee Issei Farmer -Matsumoto Family

Evacuee Nisei Fammer -Roy Uyesaka Family

Evacuee Farmers -Kishiyama Family "

Evacuee Farmer -Fred Mikuni family "

Native Issei Family -Visit wibh Fred Hisamoto ‘amily

Evacuee Farmers-latsuo Matsuda ‘amily "

Evacuee Issei Farmer -Busimessman Mr. Marasaki "

Evacuee Issei Farmer MasadguchiaRamidy Wers” o &

Kibei Businessman -Bob Nishimura ————OMIT

Ft. Liapton -Brief Visit liade -Labor Supply Camp

Evacuee Farmer -Mr Honds & Family -Ft. Lupten

n n

Mr. Suzuki & Family
" . S. Horii

"  Farm Labor -K. Kohama & Family
Kibei Shed Worker -Talk with Hitoshige Okabe

Littletom Christians -Meeting of Littleton Nisei Christians
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YOUNG BUDDHISY 4S830CIAZION 2 0ot 46 Dbt
Vieit with Rev, ‘sunoda, nisel 7, Yatoushire

sfter Miling to meet Rev, fsunoda a fow days earlier bee
cause of some unexpeoted event mw:?::- the #e¢v, buay,
we got together at his home, located at 2818 “rapshoe 5t%,,
phone XE 4008, We visited for about a oouple of hours or 8o
in the a:tcmon. 1 mt his wife who ia very charming,
A good deal of the time was spent in getting informetion about

’

the yural area, as getting names and addresses of friends of
Hev, Teunods, Rev, snd Mye, ﬁnnoh:::/nry interested in
Japan and it was & struggle trying to keep them talking abow
the loeal situation,

Housing .

Rev, “sunods and his wife live in a comfortable two-g tory
framed house, The house is owned by sev, Tamai, lssel ministor
who livee at, the luddhist chureh, located at 1942 Market Stg
The hm‘ml iteelf is very old but vofy substantial and nicely
furnished ;o A Japanese family live in a house next to the
Tsunoda and the house on the other side is ogcupied by a :
Mexican family. The distriet is fairly nlce.

Family:

Rev, and Mrs, Teunoda make up the family, There are no
children, Rev., i, 1o & kibei of about 32 years of age, while
Mrs., T, 18 & kibel of about 27 years of age. . Hoth of them
gpeak good English without any acoent and canxkm casily pass
as nisei, However, now and then, both of them find themselves
talking Japanese, Between themselvese it seems that s

M
Japsnese mainly.
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YOUNG BUDDHIAT AS00CIATION Oot 46

Visit with “ev, Tsunods, nisei « Yatsushiro
Sagkground

Both Rev, and lrs, %1, are from Califomnia, Xev, 7, formerly
lived in San Diego with his family, In 1951 he went to Japan
where he studied to become a Buddhist priest until 1988 when he
was orgained and returned tothe U,5, He has been serving as
& priest ever sinee then,

He wms evaouated to Poston camp, “rigzona, in Camp 3, He
left camp about 1943 and osme to Denver and has been withthe
Denver Buddhist ohurch ever since working withthe nisei members,

Rev. %, had mueh to say abaut his experience in Japan,
eapesially about Xyoto wheke he studied.xtxiix One significant
thing he said was: "You know when you're in Japan you think

like the rest of the Japanese, I remember I used to

got the Literary Digest regularly and in it were

numerous artigles bitterly denounc Japanese sage

gression in Manchuriaf and “hina, Like the other

Japanese 1 felt this was all propaganda, I Game to

feel that Japan had a right to invade Manchuria snd

China, Of course, I guess fromthe outside, here in'

America, one had a different viewpoint,"

kev, and iys, %, were married in Xyoto, Japan about 1938,

Mre, T, was visiting Japan at that time,



YOUNG BUDDHI 9T AS30CIATION ; Vgt 46
Visit with Kev, “sunoda, nisel JJYatsushire
%.B.A, Drganization

The Y.B.A, i8 strictly a nisei organization, It has &
membership of about 160 here in Yenver, Many ¢f the membors
are from the nearby counties, as “righton, ete. Ivery Sunday
morning &t 1l o'clock the group meets for their regularjiy
echurch serviee, FPreocciding this serviee is the “unday school
hour, like the Christian chureh sunday sehool program,.

{Zhis Sunday, October 6th, I have been asked to talk to
‘the group on the subjeet "The Present and future of the Nisei
in Amerieca,")

The !B;. with the issel Buddhiet group (headed by “ev, “amal )
is financed completely by the looal membership, <ev, ¥, stated
moet of the money derives fromthe issel membership., There ie
no outeide financial n.a.lﬂtupu.

Lssel Buddnist Group:

hev, Tamal, issei, is the priest for the issei Buddhist
members, The group condusts one chureh service a nénth. this
on the second or third Tuesday of every momth, Hev, “amai
spends a good of his time visiting the various rural regions,
He hag been the Donver Buddhist priest for the pust 18 years
or 80, <Zhe Buddhist churoh was first established about 1916,
ox about B0 years agos The present issei membership is much
larger than the nieei, probably around £560, Many of the members
xx live in the yural regions, They oompose the baskbone of
the whole Buddhist church as they are the maincontiributors %o
the church finance, Hev, Tamai, issel of about 47 yeaya, speak

Japunese alumost exclusively and understand very little “ugligh,
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QUNG BUDDHIST A330CIATICH 2 Oot 46
isit with Rev, Zsunods, nisei : %,Yatsushiro

Rev, 2, wae quite oongerned about the unsettleness among
the nisei end issei snd their desire to return to Valifornia,
He stated thatmeny of the nisel have ﬁ:e attitude of staying
in Denver ouly temporarily, and therefore do not want to tie
themselves %ooclosely withthe looal Buddhiet church,

He stated the desire to return to “Yalifornia is strouger
anong the issel, eapacznliy the isgel farmers in the rural
areas, He confirmed what others have repeated time and again
that the California evacuse farmer Just can't make a go of
farming iu Colorado because of the severe winter and unpredice-
table summer weather, Just recently the farmers xxg in Ft, Luptton
and Brighton mexm loet practically everything as the hail
wiped out their erop. '

He stated the old-time Colorado Japancse farmers are anxious
that the California cvecuee farmer leave for that will man less
gompetition for the cld-timers, However, the Jenver businessmen
end merchants are anxious that the evaguees continue to remain
in Colorado, purely because their dbusinesses will be affected
otherwise,
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Comversation with eome nisei ; I.Yatsushive

Tonight at the Marmhu Yrill while having dinner with

Min !;m a number of nisei friends of Min Yasuli stopped by the
~table tomk chat, These were: Rev. & Mrs, “nnp,' Ping,

Xz George Nekaysma, and Jiro “ani,Pertinent remarke made skmes
these people will be recorded,

Hev, Sasaki: Japanese oulture & sagimilation

Min and Rev, 8, got into a long and heated argument ovexr
whether it is & good practice for the nisei to display some
phase of Japanese culture t0 cancsaian groups., Rev, S, felt
thet for the nisei to NExskm appear before caucasian groups
and demonstrate some phase of Japanese culture would be unde-
@irable because it woudd only servemmxsa to impress the cauca-
slans over the contrast between Japanese and western culture,
lirse Sgsaki informed that he had appeared before a sausssian
women's ¢lub and had talked on Japanese culture, wearing a
Jap:nese kimono on the ogeasion, Mrs. 5, stated that Rev, S,
strongly objeeted tothis, and that they had been arguing about
it all day long, :

Min strongly opposed “ev, 3, views, explaining timt some
thinge in Japanese culture are good and can ¥m contribdute some-
thing to 4merican culture, He thought displaying Japanese ocul-
ture to Caucaslan groups would mede the latter more understanding
of the ways of Japanese and therefore lessen the breach between
the two cultures, rather than ageentuate the contrasst between
the two cultures,

R Pe 1
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Gomversation witheohe nisel o Ta teushive

Jiro Zani, correspondent for the “efu “himpo of L., stopped
by our table at the Menchu Crill while Min and I were enjoying
dinner, '

Jiro is a kibel of about 36 years of age, He understands
Lnglish and speaxs a lLittle, but he prefers to speak Japanese,

He is very smieble, good looking, and appear rather intelliigent,

He and his wife and 1 year old baby ie liviang here in Yenver,
Hie father, two marricd brothers, and a married sister, all live
here but all live separately, It 1o not krown where hie mother
is, _ _

Jiro atated that he ie sending his mife and baby to the
country, namely, Fresno, California, es ‘their present home
in Yenver is too near the rallroed tragks and the train pagsing
by regularly keeps the baby up.

Asked whether he was going baok, he saild he is not, He
etated living conditione in Tos 4ngeles and West “must generally
ére bad, end that 1t would e miser for his to remein in Yenver
Lrom an ooonon‘uo standpoint,

Jiro ie formerly from Loe “ngelea, He spent My most of
his echool yeare in Japan, and consequently he speaks very
little Tnglish,

His wife is going %o live withher mth& in ¥resno, “alif,
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While dining with Min Yasui at the Manchu “rill, Ping Oda
and Veorge Naimyama, nisei, both eune ovex to the table amd
ohatted, |
B e elnee Pogten 1t 15 Seliovedt partier

in the Ping and “eorge Motor “erv o8 . _
located at 1200 20%h St, 2 7. ey, Tuennd Jenbl

Ceorge Nakayama: nisei, about 27 years, exGI, now
enrolled at D.U,, permanent resident of
Rocky Forxd, Colo,
Return to California;
Min and Ping talked about going %m beck to California,
Said Mia:
"Well, I'me %k been thinking about this for a long
time, Butl wiih my work Il've got to hang around
- for about 4 or § years more,"
Said Ping:
"Hell, I can't leave now, Hell, I've sunk &« lot of
1o in a¥ business (moilor seirvice business) and
g0t to sti

I @k around here for a while, 4Aetually
I'm stuok here,”

Ping contioued:

"But 1 can't see why the Japanese are all flocking baek
%o California, They can't find a place to live, prices
are high, they can't find good Jjobe, I think they're
£oolish $0 g0 bAGk NOWe sess
You know my brother who is in the service and now in
~Japan wrote me whether he should ask for a discharge
@g he is eligible now, I wrote him &nd told hiw
"Hell, don't get out of the army now, Ro'nuut Yor
geveral more years, < are bad now,' Heck, if
he stays in the army for more years he can retire
at about 40 and get a pension, If he gete out now
what will he do, He'll probably be picking tomatoes
or potatoea."

The diseussion touched upon many other nisei whohave invested
money ¥mx in some business here in Denver, Both Min end Ping sgreed

% these people are Jjust "stuok™ here &nd ean't pull out
&lmah g::’: while even if they u:tcl 0. o’ -
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Conversation with some nlsei « Yatsushire

Japanese population in Volorado

Ping thought there were 10,000 Japanese easily in the atate,
Geargd Nakayames didn't think the figure was that high, probably
around 8,000, Xaoh thaught that half their respective estimates
lived in ~“enver oity.

Urand Mtién, Colorado, had over 50 families at one time
but the group informed tiet hardly any live were nmi.
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gn‘gl'mt meeting _ g.o‘ﬁtgﬂuro

Tonight the JACL steged a cabinet dinner-meeting at the
Manehu Grill, £x The only JACL ecabinet members present werd
Min Yasul, 1lst Vige-Chairman of Denver chapter mw::.gimﬂ
representative, and Miss Bessie Onishi, JACL secretary.

The advisor and three nisel girls, representing the
Nisel Women's Athletie Association, were also present to
discuss the coming Bagaar-Carnival whiech both the JACL amd
NWAA are planning to stage as co-sponsors. :

Min Yasul spent considerable time in preparing the detalled
agenda for the cabinet meeting--agenda covering 8 full pages--
but since only two members of the gabinet were p esent thés
part of the meeting was dispensed with. The Prcsident, Dr,
Mayeda, had to make an emergeney trip to Kansas City. Other
_members as Bill Hosakawa -and kits Kaneko were unable to make
the meeting for some fuaon or another.

Prior to the meeting at the office of the 3.‘61.. Min Yasui
was fuming mad, exclaiming he had spent so muech tm'draung
up the agenda, ni_neogrnphins it, ete., and now no one beside
he and Bessie were able to attend. He shouted: "The Hell, with
the meeting. This 1s going to be a dictatorship. Bessie and
1 are going to run the whole meeting." It is a faet that Min
workse very diligently for the JACL and spends most of his time
for JACL, and considering that he only receives $50. per month
from the Natlional JACL inthe way of salary, it seems an unfair
burden on kin, However, Min has his heart and soul in the JML.

work and is determined to push the program of the organization.
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Denver
JACL . S Oet 46
Cabinet Heeting ; T, Yatsushiro

A number of times he confided that although he is not compensate
adequately for thé work he is doing for JACL, he would econtinue
to do the work anyway, even if he wasn't paid a penny,

Soming Pezaar-Carnival ,

The group of six spent the whole evening discussing the
coming Bazaar-Carnival which the JACL and the NWAA are sponsoring
Jointly., xgxx Nrs. Mary Jane Yokoe, advisor of the NWAA, and
S members of her group were very enthusiastic and optimistic
about the event which 1s to be held on the nights of O¢t 31st
and Noved er lst. They predicted that 2,000 people will attend
the affair. Min thought this was being overly-optimistiec as
he estimated Denver's total population to be only about 2500 to
2000,

The group was in fine spirit md participated in the dis-
cussion of the vaprious detalls.
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NISEI WOMEN ArHLETIC ASSOCIATION 3 Ot 46 - { @)
Conversation with Mrs. Mary Jane Yokoe T, Yatsushire

Before the JACL cabimst dinner-meeting I had a few mimtes
with Mrs. Mary Jame Yokoe, advisor of the Nisei #omen Athletie
Associstion, and she told me some fasts about the organization,

: Or, 28 1

The organization is purely an athletic organigation., It was
first formed in early 1943 with Mrs. Yokoe inviting some of the
young nisel girls over to her home at first Juat for a soeclial
visit, The group deeided to form an athletis sssociation and
this was carried out, 8ix teams, composed strietly of nisei
girls, between the ages of 16 and 22, were formed, At fi st
the group partiecipated in various sports throughout the year,
as basketball, vollegball, baseball, tennis, swimming, ete,,
but as this was felt to be too strenuous, the activities were
cut down to kxmmhakxix softball and basketball,

There have been six teams right along up until the present,
There are about 70 indfividual nisel members in the organizationd,
Most of the members are single, but there are a few who are married,

The orggnisition has just completed its softbell season and
will be commencing on basketball pretty soon,

Some of the members have been in the orga ization ever 4 nee
1t was formed in 1943, but a good nusber Raeaxk: are relatively
new members. There has been a continuous turnover with the departure
of the nisei and their families to the West Coast, and with older

ones stepping out and new ones eoming in.

5

A



NISEI STUDENT-hoRSES 3 Oct 46
T, Yatsushiro

Tonight following the Publie Affairs Discussion group
meeting on "Public Health Problems”, I talked to two of the
four nisei girls who attended the meeting. These four girls,

be, 76

age between 20 and 24, & e all student-nurses at the Denver
General Hospital.
(Helan)

I talked to one of themge a few minutes. She/tnformed that
there are about seven nisel girls enrolled a$ student-nurses
at the Denver General Hospital., She reiterated what the
main speaker (lir, Coleman) of the meeting had statedg namely,
that Denver General Hospital tubercular section was one of the
worst in the whole country., nowever, she state: the training
glven at the hospital is mmm very good, and she 1s completely
satisfied.

che 1s a native Coloradoan, her family living in Alamosa,
southern Colorado.
Farm gonditions in San Luls Valley

Helen (student-nurse from alamosa) informed that her family.

operates 5 separate farms which cover about 160 aecres. They grow
ecauliflower, potatoes, and some other erop. She stated thdy were
fortunate this summer inthat the hail storm, which destroyed the
farmerops in northern Golorado,_juat barely hit their farm. She
sald this partial destruection of their farm crops was good in that
it created a scareity of these particulsr farm products and soon
prices went up., The labor on their farm is largely Mexlcans,
Evaguee Farmers

She thought that the evacuee farmers were doing allright,
el though some of them left for California.
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Publiec Affairs Disecussion Group . T. Yatsushiro .

I attended the meeting of the Y#CA Public Affairs Discussion
Group tonight from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. The t0p1;'ll "Public Health
Problems”. The main speaker was Mr, Vinacke Coleman, Director
of the National Counell of Jewish Tubercular Institution.

Miss Arline Brauer, advisor of the group, was present., Aside
from her there seven nisel men m d women in attendance, two

of whom (men) came inthe tall end of the meeting, The four
women present (nisei) were all siudent-nurses Saking their train-
ing at the Denver General Hospital st present, The a-e of the
group was between 20 and 287.

The attendance was rather small, although in general the
attendangce isn't very much larger. :

Mr., Coleman gave a very interesting talk on various aspects
of pnb.ue health, 8&trongly warning the group not to drink raw
milk or milk that is not pa steurized, ho asked eaech individual
if he or she Aratnkx dr!.nkl or woul® drink raw milk, The first
one asked was a girl who very embarrassingly adn.tttod that she
and her family (they live in Alamosa, southern Colorado) did
drink rav milk.

The group, espeeially the four niseli student-nurses, were
very interested in the problem and asked questions of Wr, Coleman
very freely.
impressionst

Despite the small attendance such a meeting as this &m helps
in fulfilling a need among nisei. Beside this 1t assists the
nisei in becoming eivie-conseious, which in turn will aseist the

nisel in integrating him or herself ‘into the sommnity.
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After about a month and g half layoff due to the polio epidemie
the ¥k YWCA Thursday Night dance was resumed tonight. Dancds |
will be continued to be held every other Thursday night, The
dance commenced about 9:30 and la sted until midnight., It was
staged xx in the auditorium on the seennd floor of the Yica
building,

There were about 150 or more in attendance, practiecally all

f

nisei, There were roughly about 3 boys to every two girls,
Most of those in attendange were Denver residents (ineluding
evacuees livirg in Denver), but a good number were from the
neighboring towns and counties, as Brighton, Littleton, ete.
Mlss Brauer informed that generally there is a large group from
tho/;:zzl areas, but thie news release on this first danece in
almost two months went out too late and that many of the rural
nisel didn't know about this dance.,

The musie was furnished by a four-plece negro orchestra,
which played fairly well,

Host of the fellows were dressed in coats and ties, but there
were a number hmximg just in sweater. There were about half a
dozen nisei fellews dressed in "goot sult" fashion--long coats
and narrow trouser cuffs. The dance was very orderly without
any ineident. There g number of nisei soldlers, some of them
from nearby Ft. Lowfry. A large number of the eivilian nisei
fellows wore the "ruptured duck”, pin indieating an honorably
discharged service man,

Kiss Brauer told me that in the past whenever there was any
digorder at the dsnece, it ﬁ-unlly involved some nisel soldiers,
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: ‘ Denver
~ YWCA i 3 Oct 46
Thursday Night Danee Group Te Yatsushiro

Heeting & Need

It seems to km me that this dance is xam meeting a real ﬁood
of the nisoi; This is the only regularly staged dance in Denver
where nisel can congregd e and enjoy daneing at a reasonable
price, The price is 40 gents for boys and 25 eents for girls,
It provides the nisel girls who are working as Ramaxkis maids
in private homes a chance to meet nisei boya,'apd vice versa,

The nisei malds have little opportunity to meet nisei fellows,

- mmit other then at She elmroh, and enjoy companionship., For

thé nisel farmers living in the nearby farm areas, 1t giwsx il
something that they loolforward to and it provido:?:lehanoo to
BRERX rolgx'rrOm thelr strenuous farm work and enjoy a healthy
form of recreation,

As long as there 1s a slzable Japanese population here 1n
Denver and nearby counties, it is felt that the danees will
continue to be staged.

Through the X¥fa dance, the YWCA is trying to maxzumds influenee
the nisei to become interested in community problems and affairs,
The "Publie Affairs Discussion Group”,xxm 'hieh-noota an houwr
before the regular dance, is an attempt by the YWCA to widen
the interests of the nlsel, '
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RETURN TO CAL RNIA penver 2
Xkfkx YWCA Dance Group 3 Oct 46 : éf
RRXRERY xHLLREY RARREXARENE T, Yatsushiro ;/

I attended the YWCA Thursday Night dance tonight and had
& chance to meet a number of nisei. One of the topies of
interest was return to California,

Jo Join Relatives:

A nisel girl of about 22years of a‘go, Mary Hamayoshi, told
meé that she 1s leaving Denver next week for San Franeisco, Cd if.
to Join her sister there. Her folks are living in Los Angeles,
fccording to Mies Brawer, group advisor, She has been working
in Denver as a house maid fo- the past year or so. Prior to
this she m in Chiecago for about two Years, Apparently in
this case, Mary is leaving Denver largely because she is detached
from her family members here and because her sister, who 1s is
go'ng to live with, is in San Franciseo. Loneline:s and relatives
and familiar places were probable causes of her desire to leave
Denver.

A young nisel m ldier who is now stationed in Pt, Lowry
told me that ghe is being transferred to a camp im near watsonville,
Calif, where hmwxfm his family now reside. He thought that the |
army 1s now trying to place soldiers in camps near their homes.
Asked what he thought of Denver after being here for the m st
six months, he said: "The town 1s dead; there's not much
excitement. I am glad I'm being transferred out to Californis."

v er:

Among the Dance Group, iiss Brauer, advisor, estimated that
about 10 nisel are leaving every month, mostly to Cglifornia,
Practieally all of these leaving for Californla were cases involve
ing joining thelr families. Some hisei boys have left Denver to
enroll in some gollege in the East.
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NISEI HOUSE MAIDS 3 0ot 46 X
Chat with two house maids T, Yatsushire

At the YWCA dance tc;night { met two mimmt single, young
nisel girls who are working as house maids here in Denver.
One, Kary Hamayoshi, 1s an evacuee whose fanily is baeck in
California, and who is plenning to leave fo: %k San Franciseo
next week or so.

The other, Helen Ueda, is a native Coloradoan, hailing
rroa/u:uthom part I think, Helen informed that she s here
in Denver by herself, her family living in southern Colorado.
She stated there mtim®lsrge number of nisei girls who are working
as domestics because that is the best paying job. She appeared
very happy in her job. She didn't tell me what the averase wage
of the house mﬁ.d is, but from others it was learned that they
make anywhere from @& $80 to $100. a month, plus roomand board.
Considering the fact that the wage scale for all Denver is
considered rather low, the wage of the house maild is dipfopor-
tionately hj;gh.
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" JAPANESE NEW: PER Denver
EEFHEXTIZKX 5 Oot 46 # EL
Colorado Times Edltor T. Yatsushiro

This morning I had a half hour or so chat with Mr. Kaihara,
editor of the Colorado Times. Mr. K, iyhn 1ssei of xhaxk 58
years of age. He speaks excellent English with a little
accent, [He impresscs one as being very intelligent, although
he has a tendeney of over-all generalities.) He 1s very arti-
culate and an excellent speaker., Telephone ealls and visitors
interrupted the chat throughout,

Colorado Times--history and eireulation

The Colarado Tims was firat published 34 years ago. Nr,
Kai hara became 1ts editor about 20 years ago.

fhe paper's circuletion is very lnteresting. The peak
was reachcd on January, 1946, when the paper had 12,000
subseribers., Since then the elrculation has dropped to the
present 7500. Thls drop in eireulstion 1s attributed to
a number of reasons: 1) Drop of government agencies, as

the various language sechools throughout the country, a=z
subscribers; 2) Establishment of loeal Japanese papers
in Chicago, Los Angeles, Utah, San Franeiseco, ete.

The paper ls read by Japenese in various parts of the
UeSs, including Hawail, and various eountries outsel de U,.8.
gfxxndaxikux In Canada there are 500 subse idbers. This number
has been constant throughout the war and has not decreased,

In Hawail there were 2800 subseribers during the war, but
now there are two-thirds of the original subse ibers. There
are about 1000 subsc -ibers in Brazil and other parts of south

and this nub er has remained constant,
Amprica/ There are subscribers in Mexico also.
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Coloredo Times=--history and eireuletion (eontinued)

There are about 1200 subseribers in the state of Col:rado.
Of this number about 600 or so are in Denver,

¥r, K. was rather confident about the eireulation md
finm cial footizig of xke his paper,

Fopulation--Evagcuee Farmers

¥r. K, stated thet the evacuees, especially farmers (issel),
are steadily leaving Colorado., He 1llustrated this by inform-
ing that ju:t last week hmxhxa half a dozen or 2o of his sub-
seribers had their addresses changed to California.

He stated the farmers made huge mcney last year (1945), but
this year the weather was bad and ruined meny farmers, especially
those in the north. Some farmers left Col rado at the end of tm
1945 after they made good money and returned to Califo-nia.
During the war in the Brighton area (Northern Col:rado) there
were about o evacuee farmers to 3 loeal farmers, but now there
are hardly any evacuee farmers left, probably less than 207
of the evacuee farmers still remaln in the area. By the end
of this year, he predicted that most of these remaining evacuee
farmers will return to California, Of the Cd ifornia farme rs
he stated:

"I've contended all along that you ecan't keep

the Californians out of California, regardless of

what legal restrictions there ard. Sooner or la ter

they will all trek back to California, The Califo nians
do ike Colorado weather, which is risky emd prevents
the ng during the winter months,.

"You inow, the California farmers are different from the
Colorado farm re. They are more aggressive and do things
in a bigger way. They've been used to a higher standard
of living, compared to the lseal farmers. Many of the

local farme rs resented this, However, some of them were
influenced by the Californians and some even went beek
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Population--Evaguee Farmers (eontinued)
"to California to farm there, hearing about California's
golden opportunities,
Maybe the Californim fxxmxex did the loeal people some
good by stimulating them to greater activitg: The
Californians are used to keener sompetifftion, and
therefo e more aggressive,"

In the Arkansas River Vglley region there are still about
80% of the evacuee farmers remalning. These farmers have been
more fortum te than the evacuer farmers in Northern Colorado.
The ¢limate have been mmch more favorable in the south than
in the north. :

When asked what he estimated to be the Ja anese population
in Denver and for all Colorado, Mr. K, was reluctant to statd any
figure. He stated in the spring of 1946, the FBI éstimated about
5000,but he thought this was too high and estimated about 3700
at that time, He Informed that a yardstick of estimating the
population iz newspaper cireulation. He stated for every subserpp-
tion he estimated there were about 10 non-subseribers. He stated
this 10 to 1 ratlo is true of all newspapers throughout the soun-
try. However, if this 10 to 1 rule 1s applied to Denver, this
would mean that with the paper's approximate olrgulation of 600
in Denver there ough! to be about 6000 Japanese in Denver olty.
It was agreed that this was too high a figure, and ‘hat the

eity population is much smaller than thet.

= s
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Mary's Barber shop (Hirata) T« Yateushiro

This afterncon I dropped in Hary's Barber Shop, located at 2024 Larimer
Street,xamt to have a hair cut. Mary's married sister was my barber and
1 ul.'rhd on a conversation uitt; her.

Mary and her married sister own and operate the barber shop. They have
been operating thie shop since 1942, They voluntarily evacuated from
San Franciseo, Calif. in late March, 1942. After about eix monthe they were
able to locate their presemt location. In San Frantisco they operated a
barber shopf also. The married sister wants to go back to Calffornia, but
she stated the housing situation there ie hﬁlﬁc- They previouely owned
2 house in 5.7, but tkis Mary's sister stated, "Like a fool we sold our
house two yeare ago." sShe stated she married a Denver fellow, who was only
recently dischepged from the army. He was a member .or the 442. He ie
now working as an airplane merchanic at some private airfield.

s-h- # is not completely happy about hating to live in Denver, but
in view of the housing shortage in Calfornia, and her husbend's rdluctance
to go there, she !'ulo. thoﬁ ie nothing else to do but to continue staying
in Denver.

She related how they firet established the shop. When she firet saw
the plece, she exclimed "Whaty a dump". But now the shop is very nicely
fixed up and the place looke very clean. sShe stated many of the Japanese
came into the Lariwer distriet with the Jews and Mexbbans vacating the
various shops to the Japanese. The shop bringe a fair imcome to the
two sisters, and they seemed to be sumstentadx satisfied withf their businese.

She stated the wgges in Denver are i'ohu.'oly low. The cost of living
she thought waen't very different from other big cities. Of the house maide,
she thought they were making pod'-nq now, earning between 80 to §l25.

a month plus m‘lﬂ boarde When they first cmme, she stated the mAfSd wage
mdmllorrmnummm.
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With Harry Kohama, a friend who knew the Takamatsu, I visitdd
tho-r. family. They live at 2643 Curtis Street. VWhen visit was
made the Ts were entertaining friends, =o we had a short ehat ous
side their spartment and left. Mary Hamshashi, nisel of about
28 whom I met at the last YWCA Thursday Night dance, was one of
the visitors. She came to bid the T, family goodbye, as she is
planning to leave for San Franeiseo this eoming week. She %= has
been work ng as a maid here.for about a year.
Family:

Father: deceased ; T
liothers: krs. T. Takamatsu (didn't m et her); works for rug Co.
Children: Annle, 25 yrs, housemaid

Erlene, 22 yrs, housemaid

The family of three live together here in Denver.

Former Residence:

The family formerly lived in Kolusa, California, which is
near Sacramento,
Evacuation:

The famlly was evacuated first to Mereged Assembly Center,
then to Granada R. Camp (o: Amache) in Galorado.
Empl oyment:

The family has been living in Denver for sbout a year. The
mother 1s reported to be working in e rug company in the city,
The two girls hﬁve been work ng as house maids.

Frior to eoming to Denver, the whole family work at the |
Sloux ~rmy urdnance in Sydney, Nebraska for about & months or so.

The taudli is living in a small apartment ham=z in an old

building. The two girls come home on sundeys from their work plece
to spend the day with their mother,



nver
CUTTHR IN TAILVRING FIIM v Oct 46
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Vislted Miss Haru Tanaka today at her miixaxs apartment
logsated at 2015 Champa Street, accompanied by Harry Kohama a

friend of mine. She formerly lived at 3015 Curtis Street but

% i 155#—6;‘5?

moved to her present address after Joe Masaoka, JACIL Qorker,
moved out of it, We visited hothaddresses before we found her,
Porsonn;,&'gnnilz notess

Haru is single and is a nigsei Bf about 28 years or so,

She lives all by herself in the twoeroom epartment, All the
other tenants in the same building are Caueasians.

None of her relatives are here. Her married sister lives
in New Yorkeity. Her parents are living in Japan, and she be-
lieves they are still alive,

In 1956 she and her sister with their parents left U.S,

. to visit Japan. She continued xa living in Japan until XfREHy 1939,
when she returned to U.S. ‘

Although by her length of stay in éapln she can be glassed
as  kibei, she has hardly any of the charsecteristiecs whiech dis-
tinguishes a kibel. She speaks very good knglish, is mx Very
articulate, very gggreasivl; and very independent,

Ocecupation:

Haru is a cutter ina talloring firm here in Denver., From
all indieations she enjoys her work very much and 1s wuite
satisfied. She has been engaged in this occupation for the past
few years now. At flist, she relatec, some of the employees (cemeasian)
in the firm objected to having a nisel working withf them., But
the employer refused to fixmxhme &ischarge her and she continued
to work there. One of the strongly prejudieces caucas iens left
the work at the telloring firm to serve in the army. She stated
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gﬁgu t.:l on:

this fellow visited Japan and begame very fond of the Japanese
people, Upon his discharge and return to his old-job at the
talloring firm, his whole attitude toward Haru changed from

one of hostility to one of friendlimess. Haru was quite pleased
about this change in attitude and stated: "You know, when these
hauku jins get to know and understand the Japanese people, thegr
xxsrkk whole attitude echenges. 1T think going to Japan anq :

vid ting with the Japanese people 1s going to do a lot of the
caucasiangd soldiers good."

From all indieations it a;® ars that Haru is quite a
capable person wi h reppeet to her job and in other ways, This
is probably the reason she was not discharged by her employer.
She had proved her worth to her employer,

She 1s the only nisei working in this tail ring firm,
Relations with Kisel

~ When ssked how she thought the nisei in general were making
out in Denver, she r;tortods "I have very little to do with
them. I don't go around with them." She istrying very hard
to get away from the Japsnese people and 'he Japanese commnity,
It 1s presumed that her friends are largely Csucasians. However,
she 1s a meber of the JACL and thinks highly of the JACL and
therefore 1s not eompletely cut off fromthe Japanese people., .
J4CL_

She 1s amember of JACL, and 4 though not very active for

which she apologized, she thinks very highly of the work of the dACL,

She stated: "You know I ean't stand these guys who oritisize
the §JACL for having cause the evacuation,
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JACL (continued)
"Espeeially these isseis. They all think that the JACL
caused the evacuation, therefore they hate it.
My gosh, I can't see how people think that the JACL
was responsible for the evacuation. That's nonesense,
You know, before the war I wasn't interested in JACL
at all. But sinece then I've learned what the J4ACL

is trying to do end the help they have given to the
Japanese, I think they are going agrand job,”

Evacuatlion:

Haru and flmily formerly lived in Long Beach, California.
She and her sisters (both of whom were married) voluntarily
evacuated to Denver in early 1942, #hen she first came here
she stated the Denver Post was carrying & vicious campaign sgainst
the Japanese, end their names appeared in the papers as being
"suspleious cheracters”, She 1s very bitter about having been
treated like that.
dapan

Haru was qulte interested in Japan, and a long chat ensued
on this subjeet. She gave a long acecount of her experience
during 1935 and 1959 when she ¥ived in Jgan. OShe said she
came to dlslike Japan, espeeially her living conditions, so much
that zhe and her sister left Japan and returned to the U,3, Her
parents continued to llve there, She complained about the flimsy
houses in Japan, unprotegcted by the wind and dold, She dian't
like their sanltation ayatem. She Just couldn't stand livihg
in Japan when she though  about the comforts and luxuries of
America, ©She hoped that in this post-war era Japan would improve
her standard of living,
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Azpressions:

As far ss housing and Jjob go, 1t appears that Haru 1is
quite well adjusted.and happy. She prefers to live alone,
saying "You know, 1t lot's better 1iving alone, I can go out
when 1 want to and come in when I want to--no bofly to bother.,"
Probably because of her desire to break away from the Japan-se
people and ecommunity, it mammesx appears to me that Heru 1s
finding difficulty ln satiafying her need for companlonship
and frionda. She thinks that the Larimer distriect is just a
"dump".sxs When she first came to Denver, the better hotels
in town would not take her in, and she complalned that she was
foreed to live in & hotel in the Larimer distriect.

She is of marrlageable age, and it 1s felt that she will
probably remaein unmarried for some time 1f che continues to
disscclate herselfl from the nlsei, It seems that she 1s the

type that prefers to get marrled to o caucasian fellow,
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This morning uk I gave a talk to the members of the YBA at
their regular Sunday morning (11 o'eloeck) service. The subject
was "The Present mnd Future Status of the Nisei"., Rev. Tsunoda,
nisel priest, presided with Rev. Tamal sitting up infronton the
dals with him.

It was a cold snowy morning, and Rev., Tsunoda before the -
serviee remarked "I -ohdor ihnt'uhAppcnod to our young peoplet”
The service actually began at 11:15 a.m. and ended at about
12:15 pem.

Attendance:

There were about 30 to 356 young people in attendence, 757
of whom were nisei girls, th: rest nisei boys. Their age range
was between 20 and 28, About 75355?°§§. group represented evacuees.
ervige '
The service was very similar to that of any protestant
church service. There were singing of hymns or Buddhist chants,
prayers offered, ecollestion of offorlng, ete. The priest
ordinarily delivers a half-hour sermon, but this morning I sub-
stituted for him. Their altar is a beautiful gold painted .
miniature Japenese sheine, Their chant whieh is reeited by t he
whole congregation was rather interesting. The quiet mecditation
with the congregation standing xmf with their hands claspped
and heads bowed e¢losely resemble the prayer position of some
of the protessant seots.
alk: )
I talxed on the theme that nisei have made a great advansce-
ment during the war and that they should eontinue to make further

advancement by training thamselves and by into;rnting themselves
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Telk: (continued)

iNtO0 THe American Community., The integration proeess ought to be
done through organizations. However, the individuel himself is
largely responsible for the suecess or fallure of abhfeving this
end, The situation in Chicago and Eest in general and that

of the West Coast was reviewed briefly.

Organization:

Miss Sazy Iwahashi, formerly of Stockton, California, is
president of the YBA., She lives at 2901 Larimer (& Arapohoe);
phone KE 6726, liss Kiyoko Nitanda is the treasurer. S£he lives
at 2810 Arapahoe, phone TA 2226. I met both of them,

Apparently the feminine sex %x d;ndnnto- the organization,
there being more of them and they taking a ucro_aotive intereast
in the organization. |

The organization has a strong men's athletie grdup, which
has been very active in baseball the m st few months., They
played OUrdway nis:l team for the Tri-State Baseball Ghnnplanahip-
about a month ago when the tournament mmmxkaxdx, in which 13 team
participated, was held,

gt-scrvice t:

Following the regular servige, xkx about 20 of the group
remained and an informal chat on various nisei ﬁrobloms were dls-
cussed. Of the 20 mmky I learned through a show of hands that
only 3 or 4 were lycal nisel, the reat allf hailing from the West Coast,
The nilci pastor himself is from Sar Diego, Califo mia.

Because most of the group remaining were evacuees, they were
interested in learning about the econditions onthe West Coast and
in the East.
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Post-service chat (eontinued)

One nisel fellow wanted to know if opportunities for a mechhnie
in Chicago was good. I stated I thought it was good, and he
replied he heard that some nisel were not being accepted by some
companies, and that the wages were low., One nisel girl was very
anxious to enroll at acooking sechool in New York City, and acsked
if 1 knew of any good achool. I replied that I would try to find
out through friends in the East. MNany were interested in knowing
if mxakmmt there will be opportunities in any lime of work or
profession for the nisel in the future. & replied I was optimise
tie about the future. Many of them seemed very pessimistic about
k= good jobs for the nisel in the future. They still are haunted
by the "persecution complex", and feel that the nisel will never
find employment in certain fields, as electrieal engineering, and
other specialized trade, I tried to sound an optimistic note by
saying that during the war the nisei found emplovment in practiecally
every kind of trade or profession, and that in the future those
with proper training and ability x%XX need not fear diserimina-
tion, not asmuch as before the war any way.

1t was very obvious that many of the group were anxious to
know more about the situation in the East snd the West Coast, as
they were undeslided about their guture with¥ respeet to jobs
and where to live permamently. It seemed obvious to me that
these nicel axm are not completely satisfied abou: working and
living in Denver and that they feel Denver is a tcnporary‘”-ny-
station” to the East or the West Coast, largely the latter,
However, some of them will mkanx continue to live {or a few more

years, and probably indefinitely.
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1 attended the Brotherhood House Fellowship meeting tonight
4t the Brotherhood House located at 1220 Corono St,, phone CH 3571,
I served on the panel which ineluded Lester Thomas, a ﬂosro law
student, and the tople was "How to Combat Diserimination & érojudlco.'
lir, Joseph (Jo-Jo) Sakakibara, a young nisel missionary student,
presided over the meeting. Rev, Tsutomu (Tom) Pukuyama 1s the
advisor for the group. '
attendance:

There were about 20 people in all in attendange., uf these
3 were Megroes, 3 caucasians, and 14 nisei, There were more nisei
fellows than girls, about 6 of the fellows being ex-@Is. One of
the nisel %x was Frank Yama, half-caucasian, who was involved
in the famousf) housing dispute resently iny)(f which caucasien
residents refused to permit him to take up reni&onoo in the house
he bought 1in the "restricted" distriet. Most of the group was
very interested in the subject and interjeeted remarks frequently,
The presence of Gls somewhat surprised me, as I knew one of them
falrly well and didn't think he had any religiOuu leanings.
Erogram:

The meeting started about 7:15 p.m., and ended with refreshmeSs
at about 10:30 p.m. There was a périod of dovétion in which live}y
hymns were sung and a devotional talk by Jo Sskakibara was given,
Lester Thomas and I were introduced as speakers on the panel, I
gave a short talk mm stressing the theme of working through informl
channels in ecombatting diserimination and prejudice, rather than
formal channels as the sourt. I related the Frank Yama housing
ineldent in whieh the Denver Unity Couneil, the JACL, and the POR
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Erogram (econtinmed):
were suseessful in overcoming prejudice and diserimination by

interviewing the various caucasianf families who had opposed

Frank Yama taking up residence in that distriet. While relating
this ineident, the chairman interrupted me to say that Frank Yams
was present &8 the meeting, and this drew a loud laughter from
alls, I had not known that Yama was present,

Lester Thomas gave a very stimulating talk on the theme that
prejudiee is the root of all forms of diserimination, and that we
first must eliminate prejudige. He went into a technieal discussbon
on how prejudiece is a psychologiecal phenomenon, and how it 1is
agquired with one's upbringing., He distinguishe  diserimination
as an aet or a behavioral phenomenon. He thought through organiza-
tions as the one meeting tonight prejudice and diserimination can
be overcomse,

Segregated versus inter-raeial Churech

Rev, Fukuyama, a nisei from Seattle, is a Baptist who has no
particular ehurch at present 1s serving as advisor for the Brothes
hood House Fellowship group. He lives at the Brotherhood House,
which is now the property of the Baptist organizutibn. Rev, F,
was strongly in favof of the inter-raecial echurch idea, and thought
that segregated nisei churghed would only tend to perpetuate itseRf
and therefore the niseli would never become integrated into the commu-
nity. He belleves that first of all slready o-tablin;::;:;t::h.n.ght
hire a nisel pastor as eo-pastor of the ghurch--something akin to
Rev, Morlkawa's situation in Chicago--and permit nisei to become

members of the chureh. He also suggested the possibility of formimg
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- Seeregated versus I& er-rasial Churech (ecntinued)

a new inter-ragial chureh, and asked for a gshow of hands of the
members who would be interested. Quite a number was in favor of
this. Lester Thomas, Megro, felt very strongly that only through
the establishment of inter-raeial ehurch groups end organizations
can diserimination and prejudiece be overcome, A Caucasian fellow
stated that 1f an inter-rasial church was formed the membership
would eonsist of only those caucasians, Abgroes, nisel, and other
racial groups who were already sympathethé to the inter-racial
causeé and those who needed to be educated and won over would not
- become menbers., The segregated versus the inter-rasial churech
ideas provoked strong arguments both pro and econ,

One young nisel girl thought that the segregateq churches
ought to be eontinued, but that soﬁe of 'the leaders of these
churecheés ought to partieipete aetively in gaucasian churhhes or
in an inter-rascial church and attempt to win over the members

to the inter-racial idea.
in the segregated churches/ She raised the point that some educa-
tion among the mmhaxz members of the segregated churches was
negessary, as the minority group itself was not quite ready to
_ascept the inter-raeiasl theme.

It seemed to ke that both the segregated and inter-racial
chureh need to maintained for the present, The segregated chureh
churech meets the need of those in the minority groups who are
8till hesitant about joining an inter-rasial echureh or an established
caugasian church. The intew-racial church will meet the need of
those in sympathy with the idea, end it will set an example for

segregated end solidly ceucasian ehurehes. The whole point is that
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Segregated versus Inter-racial Chureh (econtinued)

diserimination and prejudice cannot be overeome by simply shevirg
the inter-ragial church idea @lown the throats of people, it will
only mmimgaxixzs acoentuate the antagonism held by some people,
Rev. lorlkawa'ssituation in Chicago seem to be unique in that

the congregation votedY almost unanimously in aceepting him as

an assoeclate pastor and permitting nisei to begome members.

(See story on Rev. korikawa in the latest Northemn Baptist Conven-
tion magazine Missions, October, 1946; artiecle titled "Faets are
Always- More Convéneing than Arguments.")

It seems to he that trying to convert an already establishe<
caucasian ehurch into an inter-racial church would work out only
ir thi membership were in complete sympathy with the idea.
Another essential element i1s that there must be a nisel pastor

of Rev. Morikawa's calibre in order that the inter-ragial chureh
idea succeed. Rev. Fukuyama brought the point up that the
caucasian congregation mist ascept the niseil pastor on an equal
plane with the caucasian paator'bororc the inter-raecial churech

can commence to funection.,
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Chat with a young male nisei . T4 Yatsushiro

Artor. finishing my dinner at ﬁho Faeifie Cafe on Larimer ©t,

I struek up a conversation with g young nisei fellow, about 20
years of age, who has been working at some whole sale produce
firm for the past month or so. He had just finished dinner also
and apparontly.had Just mmmm quit work as he had hi.o-uorking
clothes and his lunch box., He was a rather shy youngster but
got 'to talking after awhile,

Personal notes:

His ﬁmily lives in Boulder, Colorsdo and he is a native of
that eity. He 1z 20 years o0ld, and when i.kod if the draft was nbt
threatening him, he informed that k= as he was run over by an sute-
mobile about 10 years ago and is still kmtimx not completely recovereq
(ehest and knee injuries) the army has turned him down., He is
perfectly healthy, execept that on oceasions his knee and ghest
bothers him. |

He 1s living here in Denver eity mxama by himself, staying
at the Miyako Hotel on Larimer Street,

Occupation:

He has been working as a wholesale produee worker--or shed worker
as they are inowne«-for the past month or so., He makes 80 eents an
hour working 8 hours aday, six days a week., He stated he was for-
tunate in that he started working by being pald 80 eents. . Um ally
new workers get paid 65 eents or so, he informed. He info med
that his presant work will not last very long, probably until the
end of this month, as winter is nearing and farm erops are not

eoming infast.
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Qgeupation: |

He informed that there are four nisei and two Italians where
he works. An Italian owns and operates the produce firm, and the
nisel workers are well liked. He stated the Mexicans were not
regarded very highly as workers by the Italian employer who prefer
the nisel worker. The Mexicans were the first to be lald off as
work slacked off.

He stated he didn't know how many nisel were employed at the
various produce firms, but he thought there were a large number
employed,

The work at the wholesale produce firm is largely one of
preparing the raw vegetables and fruit brought in from the farms
for shipment throughout the gountry, The firm this nisei worked
for ;hippod their produce to Texas. The farm productes are unloaddd
from farm trueks, are eleaned, packed in erates, iced, and loaded
on to rall ears. |

Prior to this produce work this nisel worked at some aluminum
factory here in the c¢ity. He informed he was making over 80 cents
an hour, plus time and a half for overtime. Asked why he quit
this job, he stated he didn't quit but that the firm went bankrupt
after he had worked there for a week, He secured this work through
the Yamato Serviee Bureau,

Asked what he intended to do after his produce work is over,
he stated: "Well, you ean always go to the Yamato Serviee Bureau
where they have a list of jobs available. But they ask for 10%
of your salary." Asked if this 10% covered only the first week's
or first month's salary, he stated he didn't know. He was uncertain
what kind of job he would be doing Sfter his present work is over.
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Comments:
This nisei probably represents a large number of the younger

unattached nisei fellows. That is meny are in wholesale produce
or some other seasonal type of work, and jump fromone job to
another when winter rolls along. They are not particular about
what kind of work they do, just so the job pays fairly well,
During the war several hundreds of nisei were employed in the
various wholesale produce firms doing various odd jobs. One of
the big name produce operators is Elmer Hartner. It is reported
nigsel working in the wholosalo-péodnoo got deferrment from the
draft, and conse uently many nisel accepted jobs with produce firms.
Min Yasul estli-ates that there are sptill around 200 o6r 300 nisel
working in the varlous produce firms. The total number is
probebly dwindling now with the winter season approaching,
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Talk with George Akiynll T, Yatsushiro

George Akiyama, an ex-GI with slmost two-years overseas recogd,
~ visited the JACL office and while waiting for Min Yasui whom he
wantec to see I had an opportunity to talk to him,

Fersonal notes:

George is a nisei of mhamk 24 years of age. He is a good-looking
and friendly chap. He and his famlly formerly lived near San Diego,
California, where they did farming. They voluntarily evacuated
to Brighton, Colorado early 1942 when it was still possible to do
80. In early 1944 he was inducted into the army. He had been in
the service until August 1946 when he was disecharged.

In June 1946 while he was in Belgium he was married to a
24 year old Belglan girl. She is expected here in Denver in about
five days or so. Be is very proud of his wife, and :tntﬁd she
is morally upright, not drinking or smoking, and very accomplished.
in being able to speak several languages, ineluding English,
Belgian, German, French, ete, She wants to learn Japanese now,
he stated. IHis parents in Brighton are all waiting v'ry anxiously
for the arrival of his bridgf, Vhen asked what his parents thought
about he marrying a non-Japanese, he stated at first they were
shocked but now they have accepted it as a matter of fact and
are eager to meet her,

George served as a mess sergeant during the latter part af
his service overseas, and enjoyed this work so mueh that he now
wants to attend s ecooking school to train himself to beecome a chef.
He hopes ionoday. after getting experience working for someone,
that he will be able to own a restaurant of his own,
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Personal notes (e¢ ntinued)
He stated that all during high sehool in San Diego he had

trained himself as a meghanie, and that by training he isreslly
a mechanie. When he first joined the army he was ¢lasse” as &
meghanic and attached to the tank ecorps as & mechanie., But he
transferred to the mess unit because his buddy thought that was
a better unit to be attached to.

He werved as a mess sergeant for a sompany of gaucasian
MPs. They all treated him very nigely. At one time he stated
ho had over 200 GIs and Europeun eivilians working in the kitchen
and mess hall undsr him,

At the gresent time he is very conecerned about loeating a
house or an npnrt.gﬁu where he and his wife eould live., He came
to ask for JACL ..iiq;ance in this. He plans to go to the Denver
Opportunity Sehool and take up eooking, At the yrosent time he
is helping his family with .. 2ir farm.

Family:

George comes from a relatively large family., Besides his
parents there are five boys and three girls, the youngest 1s
attending grade sehool., One sister is married, and another is
about to be. The oldest brother, just hbove George, is still
in Europe as a GI. The father is 65 years old, but still very
healthy and active, outdoing George when it came to farm work,

The famlly evacuated from Ban Diego to Brighton, Colo
in early 1942 and has been farming sontinuously efor sinee, When
asked how the family wmaxfx faring in farming, he stated it wasn't
too good. He stated some years they made some money, but most of

the time they didn't.
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Family (continued):

However, s nge "'he family is ru-mi_ng on a share-e¢rop basis, the

risk involved is not too great. Their landl rd is a Mr, Loules Ehlen,
phone Brighton 38l-Jel.

George stated this year the farm crops vwere partialiy destroyed
by the recent hall storm. He stated they have several acres of
canteloupe which were partially frost-bitten and whieh c¢an be con-
sidered a loss now as 1t wouldn't be profitable to try to harvest
them, for one thing the priee being low, At the present the
family is about to commenee to harvest the siugar beets. He stated
sugar beetf is the most reliable farm crop as it is not easily
destroyed by hail storms and the severe winter. I made teﬁtntivo
lrransinnntn to visit his family and possibly do some work on the
farm topping sugar beets--this purely for the experience, The
family farm about 60 acres or so, I believe George stated,

Family Residence in Colcrado
George stated that his parents are completely happy in Brighton,

Colorado, and thet they intend to econtinue farming there, They hmve
little desire to return to San Diego, California. This is largely
because the parents' old friends from Japan are also farming in the
same distriet, and that the parents prefer to be near their friends.
George didn't think that the family is making too well in farming,
but inspite of this they intend to remain here.

George wants to live in Denver eity and go to sechool, foll wing
which he hopes to get a job as chef. Ie 1s not eertain about whether
he will continue residence here, stating"it all depends on how my

wife likes Denver,"
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Personal notes (econtinued)
George 1s a Puddhist, while his Belgian bride is a Catholie.

He thought that he would have to besome a Gatholie.

He 1s a 1ittle sensitive as to what people may say, both the
caucasians and Jaspanese here. He thought that maybe he might
live in Kensas eity after he finikshes his schooling here,
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Chat with two Nisel veteran T, Yatswe hiro

Tonight when I smmax returned to my hotel at about 11:00 p.m,
veterans
Faul Hoshi and Yosh Mcmiyg/':ro sitting in the lobby and we commenged

a bull session. Paul stated he enjoyed the meeting at the Brothere
hood House the night before at which time the group discussed

"How to Combat Disorimination and Prejudice". I served on the
pannel in this diloﬁunion.

Paul stated:

"I don't see how we ever goling to eliminate diserim!nation,
I think we always will have it, y '
You know, it's diffiecult for us mixmkxxm'butaheads’ (nisei)
to try and erash sny hakujin organization. The hekujins
have to invi‘e us first. Onh, sure, many of them are
friendly, and say 'Hi Jim', but they don't really seeept
USesenrns
You take the Cathay American Legion Fost, Now the only
reason the Jepanese and Chinese Vveterans formed that
outpost was because they eouldn't get in o the hakujin
post in town.
I don't belleve in segregated 'butahead' organizations.
You know, we've been talking a great deal mf about joining
a veterans' organization. I am against joining a segregated
organization, 1I'd like to join say the AVC. I think they
r01117 stieck up for the mbnority groups.
I don't know, we talk a lot about joining some wet organiza-
. tion, but so far we haven't done anything about,"

"You know, I reelly pity the ﬂbgrooa. Everybody dliseriminases
against them. I was talking to a hakujin at Cathay Post

the other night, and he stated 'You know, Jim, I like you
and I don't mind the Japanese or Chinese, but I'l1 be

dammed if I'm golng to sit next to a nigger' This man

went on to say, "The niggers are all right, just so they
keep in their plage.' Now, it's sure funny, Here this

man accepted me, but he just won't accept the nigger,"

"Of eoursec, even am the Japanese we are prejudiced
against the 'kulombo', Now, I sure hste to see a nisel
girl walk down the street with a 'kulombo'. We'd say
there's something wrong with the nisei girl,"
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Earl Finoh;
Speaking about his dislike for segregated nisei veberan
organization, Paul eontinued:

"Even Earl Fineh has been advising all the nisei ve'erans
not to form segregated units, but to join already establighed
hakujin organizations."

When I casually remarked about Earl Finech's interest in

the nisel and whether he . ets anything out of it or not, Yosh
hotly
Mamiya/mmk retorted:

"Eqrl Fineh doesn't get a penny out of his work among
the nisei., lie Just enjoys doing the work. Hegets
perscnal satisfaction out of it. He's done more for

. the nisei than all the organizations put together,
You know, the nisel GI just iddlize him, They'll
do anything for him, cause he has done so much for
the nigsel. !
"You know when Earl Finch gives you something--he gives
it to you with no strings attached"

Zaxx Jim Hoshi chimed in his app-oval of Yosh's remarks.

L]

eneral

Jim Hoshi works in one of the produce shed as a eommon
laborer, Yosh Mafmiya is a co-owner of the Silver Dollar Hotel
end spends full time in the menagement and of the hotel, Iis
partner is Paul i,shi, brother of Jim,

The two went into a lengthy session reminiseing sbout their

combat experience, and I made my exit,
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Business & Professional Girls Club T, Yatsushiro

On the invitation of Miss Mary Ruth Brandon, leader of the
B.Ps G. Club I attended their meeting tonight at the YWCA,

I was asked to say a few words about my experience with respesect
to the stom bombing of Hiroshima and Negasaki, The topie of
the meeting was "Atomic Energy”.

The maln meeting began at seven and ended at eight. From
elght to nine the group separated into uv.oral groups engaged
in various activities. Dance took ﬁp the time from nine to
eleven-thirty. _

I was told that some nisel girls were members of the organiza-
tion and this «as the primary reason I was interested in going.

Aatiully there were only two nisei girls in attendedece,
namely, Yosh Ariki, a beautieian, and Miss Amy watanabe. The
rest were all csucasian girls numbering around 200, |

The group appeared to be a very active civie group. They
passed two resolutions, which favored the Wallace position with
respeet to the control € the Atomie Bomb, and mere unfanimous
in having them sent to the United Nations and £k to Mr. Barueh,
Us8. representative on the atomie guestion, Membership 1s open
to nisel, but apparently very few have taken adva tage of the
opportunlty.
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Chat with Mr, Kawamura T, Yatsushiro

1 had supper at the Mandarin Cafe tonight and had a ghance
to echat with Mr, Kawamura, the owner and operator of the Manderin
Cafe.

Mr. K. was the Japanecse agent for the big brewing eompany
on the West Coast whieh manufactured Agme beer. He said, "I
had a good job then.," He lived in Los Angeles and san Diego,

Withthe outbreak of war he was interned for about a year,

He took over the ownership and man®g ement of the Mandarin
Cafe middle of last year (1945) and has been doing fairly well,

He i1s not contented in Denver, and ie thinking of business
prospects out EZast, or even on the West Coast,

The Cafe caters largely to the Japanese, but there are
some Caucasian, Mexican, and Iosrd trade,

Madarin is considered a fairly good ecafe.

Mr. K. is worried about the departure of the Japanese here,
and consequently thinking about leaving himself,
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Bull-session” at Rev, Tsunoda'gfome T. Yatsushire

A small group of nisel members of the YBA met at Rev. Tsunoda's
home tonight. Aetually there two men and two women, aslide from
fev. ad Mrs., Tsunoda and myself.in attendance. There was nothing
planned in the way of a program, as this was scheduled to be
purely a "bull-session”, I tried to n‘:ﬁ-:n the group to start
discussing nisei problems, but apparently the group was not in
Just the mood and preferred to talk about baseball, football,
wrestling, sumo, and religion, I suppose xk half of the evening
was spent in discussing religion, wi‘h the main partieipants
being Rev. Tsunoda and Ed. Nakagawa,

hr ty:

There nil a great concern among the Buddhist that the
Christiens mre trying to take advan tage of annn?:;;:::rul condi-
tion and trying to eonvert the Japanese from Buddhism to
Christianity, They pointed to the large numbers of Ghrintinn
niu!.m'u%rbcing sent to Japan.. They mntiomd Rev, Foote, who
left Denver withthe intention of returning to Japsn where he
had served as a missionary for about 30 years,

' Rev. Tsunoda related a story of the time he went to a
Methodist group to speak on Buddnism. He stated one woman told
him afterwards, "Buddhish is Just as good a religion as
Christianity, if not better, and I don't see why we're spending
money to send missionaries over to Japan and trying to gonvert
the Japanese to Christianity,”
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Relations with other minority groups:

The group thought that the Japanese relationship with the
other minority groups, as Negros snd Bpanishpllnrieani, was
good. It felt that the Negros in Denver were of the better class
than those found in the Deep South. Many of the Negroes have
good jobs and fine homes, many better thanamm any of the
Japanese in Denver,

The Spanish Americans were deseribed as being easy-going
and rather elanuish preferring to speak their native langusge,
The distriet Rev. Tsunoda's home is in,anik whieh is the so-ealled
Japanese residential distriet, is really a golid Spanish-American
rdsidential district. Hev, Tsunoda mEkxkmsx eomplained that the
Spanish-Am, ehlldren are very prone to stealing, and that they
had to keep their house doors locked all the time. Rev, Tsunoda
stated that his next door neighbor is a Spanish-4meriean family,
but that the hardly know each other, Hev, Tsunoda expressed
hle preference to live in a2 small commnity where everyone knows
everybody.

Sazy Iw i, Presiden A

Sazy in a nisel of about 21 years of age or more. She is
attractive and shows leadership qualities. She snd her family
are from Sacramento (%), California. They were in Amache and
have been in Denver for the past few years., They operate! a big
garage~-service station st the coner of 29th and Larimer Sts--
the station ealled "Mile High Serviece Station.” She Informed
that her brothers operate the station, most of their trade being
Spanlsh~4mericans and Negroes.
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Miss Sezy Iwahashi (eontinued)
She spoke of wanting to return to California, but it appears

that she and her family &re here to stay for at least a few years
sinee they have invested in their busineas, ]

in Hiraoka:
Frank 1s a kibei of about 30 years of age. He 1s a native

of Colorado (. believe). During the war he taught Japanese
at the U, of Chieago military language sehool, For the past
year or =0 he has been working with Dr, T. Mayeda, nisel dentist
who is his cousin, as a dental laboratory teehniecian, making
dentures, etec.

Frank 1s infiroutod in establishing his own business im as a
@ental lab teehnielan, preferably out in the Last somewhere.
He saild he had a chanee to accept a good job in Japan with the
UesSe Army as a civilian, but he turned this down because he was
afrald of the reactlions of the Japanese c¢ivilians inJapan.
Mr, Edward Nekagawa:

Ed. and his family are now in Denver, The: were formerly
ffom Central Califonia. Ed, is a veteran and 1s now employed
as an x-ray technielan at Lowry Field in Denver., He is a nisel
of about 26 years of age, very intelligent, and quite athletie,
He is » strong member of t he YBA., His family willprobably remain
in Denver for at least a few more years, if not indéfinitely.
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Miss Kiyoko Nitanda

Kiyoko 1s a nisel of about 24 years of age. She and her
_ g:::ly live at 2810 Aprapehoe 3t., phone TA 2226, next door to
Rev. Tsunoda, She i1s the treasurer of the YBA. She is a very
quiet and conseientious person. She is mteﬁatod in enrolling
at a cooking school in New York School, and asked me if I knew

of any good sehool, She 1s from California. It was not learned
what she or her family does. ( Aorstrnaca trvth o 4’4-7 /A’-L....q,)

General Comments:

From previous contacts with the Buddhist group and individuals
it appears that the Buddhist hes a falrly esctive young peorle's
group, Xkmxm The med ers are quite attasched to the ehureh and
are quite active in assuming responsibilities and carrying out
various activities. As long as not too many evaguees leave Denver
r'or California or the East, the group will continue to maintain
itself for many years tocome,

It was learned thet the Buddhist group of Colorado is plan-
ning to buildf a huge Buddhist temple in Da ver, The site had
been bought ten years ago, and due to the war and to the present
housing erisls they have been unable to begin the building of
the temple. As soon as the housing erisis eases, they plen to
launeh on the bullding program. Rev, Tsunoda stated he is seeing

former governor Carr, now attorney, for assistance in getting priority,
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Vieit with Rev, Eizo “akamoto T, Yatsushiro :

Rev. Eizo Sakamoto, former se¢hool mate of mine at U, of Hedlands,
California, visited Derﬁer today from ks Roeky Ford, whore he is
now established, He 1s the young people's worker at the Baptist
Chureh in Roeky Ford. He and his wif e and 6 month old baby were
vieiting the Ito family, a relative. Mrs. Sakamoto and Mrs, Ito
are si=ters,

I didn't have too much time to diseuss with Eizo the farm
situation along the Arkansss River Valley withwhich he 1is acquainted,
He reiterated what he had written in his letter to me dated Oct 6th,
Fopulation:

Eizo estimated that about 125 families,iiws totalling about
600 individuals, live In the Arkansas Hiver Valley region, He
stated many evacuee farmers hed left, and of thos=e remaining
a.good number a plgnning to return to Californie when the emergency
is over '

Farm Conditions:

The farmers ralse all kinds of farm produce, ineluding
canteloupe, onions, sugar beets, ete., He stated many of the
evaguee farmers had the philosophy of "getting-rieh-quick"”, and
gambled on various risky farm erops as tometoes. Many of these
people eonsequently lost everything due to the elimste or to the
lack of o market. He stated the California farmers were big
operators, bought big maehinery and equipment, rode around in
big nice automobiles, and many of them antagonized the native farmems,
The native farmers, knowing Colorado': elimstie conditions better,
farmed more mmrxtdm conservd ively, putting half of their land to

erops like sugar beets which were not so ¢aslly dmmaged by hail storms
and ogsher unfavorable weather., Eizo stated this iesthe reason the
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Farm Conditions:

native farmers have been able to continue farming for the past
many years. |

San Luis Valley:

The San Luls Valley region, whieh 1s located zm sbout the
middle of Colorado southern boundary, has about an equal number
of Japanese farmers as Arkansas Valley, namely, about 600 people.
Gomment:

Because I will visit Xizo on my southern trip in the near
future, other data on the ’‘rksnsas River Valley region will be

written up then,
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On the invitation of Rev. Eizo Sakamoto, young issei pastor
of Rocky Ford, I visited him and his wife mBlixthe latter's married
sister's (Mrs., Ito) home. The visit with Rev. Sakamoto will be
written up in a separate report. This report will deal with .
lra, i1to and her husband. lrs, Ito, a nigel of about 30 years or
more, was homeé but her husband was not., Her husband (James) is
an issel whose profession 1s photography, They have no children
or other relatives living with them. Rev. and ¥rs, Sakamoto were
visiting the Itos for a few days. Mrs. Ito's phone is EN 4721.

d:

The ltos formerly lived in Los Angeles, where Mr, Ito did
photography on his own, At the time of evacuation rs, Ito came
down with pneumonia and therefore had to be evacuated by an ambue
lance. She stayed in Santa Anita Assembly Center for only a day,
and both he md her husband were relocated to Amache, Grandda
Relocst ion Center here in Colorado. ARk This was in 1942, Her
husband was released from camp after afew monhhs in late 1942,
and he began working in Roeky Ford for a photo studio. He was
released so early largely because the assistant director of the
camp neede’ an assistant to work in his photo studio in Roecky
Ford. UMrs. Ito was denied release from camp until January, 1943.
Some time later that year they moved to Denver where they have
been living everyf since.

band‘s O tion and e

Mr, Ito is now employed by a ecauecasian photo studio. aeccord-
ing to nev. Sakamoto he 1s doing very good, drawing a nice salary
and doing good work. He has his own equipment which makes his waek
relatively easy.
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Husband's Oceupatdon and Prospeets:

It was apparent that economieally the Itos were very well adjusted in
the community. However, Mre. Ito stated they were not sure whethery they
wanted to contimue living in Denver or mot. sShe didn't know whether they
should go to the West Coast or out Last. GShe asked me for my advice andfy
about opportunitiesy in the Zast. They do not want to begome dependent on the
- Japameee for their living. It seemed thdt Mr. Ito is thinking about establish-
ing a photo studio of his own. Mys. Ito stated that here in Denver there are
20 many photo studios that her husband doees not think it wise to start a
studio of his own. Mr. Ito, if he starts a studic of his own, wants to have
& caucasian clientele. They have very little relationship with the Japanese
population here in Denver.
Permaneney of residence

The Itos are typieal of a large majority of the evascuee population in
Denver c¢ity. They are not completely satiefied with Denver and are living here
temporarily. However, they might be differemt in this respeect, that they
are not eertain whether they want to go Zast or to the vest Coast. Most of
those who are thinking of leaving Denver are planning to return to the vest
Coast. WHrs. Ito feels a strong attachment to Californip, and she probably
reflecte the feeling of her husband aleo. However, she is very comscious of
the fact that MmExx their return to Los Angeles say might mean their dependence
on the Japanese population for their trad¢find eomsequently their livelkhood.
They are anxious to start a photography business which will attract the
caucasians rather than the Japaness, and for this reason are debating whether
to head out East.
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Housing:

The 1tos are living by themselvesy in a very niee house located near the
City Park Gold Links in East Demver. The location is regarded as a nn_ﬁtn
residential district. Askéd how she found the house she stated thatgxshm the
lawyer who oocupied the house previously and who had to leave town very hurriedly.
They pay ay monthly renmt.

She related that the Hashiwagi family (nieei) lived hbout three blocks
from their present home, but had movdd recently. Vhen the Kashiwagis first
tried to move into their house, the meighbors in that distriect all threatened
violence &m on his family. The City Park Baptist Church minister then came to
the agsistance of the Kashiwagis and eased the situation so that they were
able to move in.

Diserimination:
Mre. Ito was rather sensitive ham about discrimination and prejudice.

She related how mhx in the early daye in Denver (1943) she lmudm
rent and immediately went to thkx see the landlady. The landlady said:

"sy, what a handsoms Chinese couple you two are. Jam sure gldd

that you two are Chinese, cause I certainly hate the Japs.

There have been so many of them flogking into Denver.®

At this point Mrs. Ito stated she felt quite offended and realizing that
the remt she was asking was too high~-§150. per month--she replied:

"I'm sorry, but I believe you are talking to the wrong person.
I happen to be of Japanese ancestry=-3UT AN AMERICAN.®"

The cauecasian landlady gquickly became apologeticmkix and stated:

"Sut I didn't know there were such nice Japsnese &s you people.uzs"

The Itos made an exit of the situation. About a week later this same
landlady ealled them om the phome and informed them that the spartment was
etill vacant and urged them to come and/ live thers. lirs. Ito stated they
mu'tmmmuu&mmpnuunmmm.
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Temily and Relatives:

Mre«and dre. Ito oﬁuu thies immediate family. However, lrs. Ito's
parents and numerous eisters and brothers aref all in Denver.
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Job opportunities ia California - T, Yatsushire

Tonight while having dinner at the Manchu Grill I had
occasion to talk td a kibel who sat next to me, He xk# about
26 years of age, and a typieal kibel with strong accent in his
English., He was very reticent.mhamk

He informed that he and his family 1s now living in
Sacramento, California, They were in Colorado follewing the
evacuation, but hed returned to the Coast. '

Hde was just visiting Denver, probably Just visiting his
former friends or relatives.

Asked what kind of jobs the nisel were in out in Saeramento
this kibel stated:

"Oh, they're picking tomatoes, potato®Seecsse”

He seemed rather satisflied with the situation out in
California, ' :

Somment: ,

liost of the individuals who return to Denver for a visit
are instrumental in perauading their friends in returning to
Californlia, Of course, there are'some who return to Colorado
after finding conditions in California, especlally housing,
too unfavorable, but there are only few of them,
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Visit #with Japanese Farmers T. Yatsushiro -

Together with Hev., Tom Fukuyama, nisei Baptist minister and
Director of the Brotherhood House, I visited Ioono-burgfjggg:::do
today, where we met with over 20 young nisel and one ;nlei eouple
representing about 20 families of that region. We left Denver
about 5 O'eloek in the aftermioon on the Burlington Transportation
Company bus and arrived in Keenesburg sfter about an hour ride.
The ride covered about 42 miles through rieh farm lands. Some
of the flelds were already harvested of their erops. There were
patchﬁa of corn flelds, potatoe flelds, ete. Sugar beet fields
w#ere most prominent as we neared Kecnesburg as the harvest season
is just beginning, The endless streteh of rieh farm lands gmxm 18ft
me the impression of "Ameriea the plentiful”,

When we got off the bus at Keenesburg we were supposed to
be in the hesrt of the community., I looked around for bulldings
and people but &ll I could see was}t::.iirvico station where the
bus kmfk let us off, Soon we were to learn that this was service
station was the llndnlrk.of Keenesburg farm community,

After walting a few minutes ln the service station an issel
man (Mr. Sato) of about 55 to 60 years of age and his 19 year old
daughter came on their ocar to'piok us up. We quiekly hopped into
the oar and were off to the Sato home, which was located about
6 miles away. It was so cold and go windy I was shaking all over,
The sato family, nine members in all, wasf very nice and accorded
us the usual hearty and warm Japanese hospitality. Rev. P, and
1 went exploring about the farm, despite the biting ecold. We
talked to four nisel workers who were all engaged in repairing

their farm machinery, one a trastor and another a gugar beet loader.
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Returning to the “gqto home we found the living had been
warmed with additional c¢oal thrown in the huge stove. Soon we
had supper consisting of barbecued chicken soaked in shoyu,
traditional Japanese raw fish, pickled Chinese cabbage,
piekled cucumber, rice, and bean cake -fish noup.- Mr, Sato,
Rev., Fukuyama and I ate together in the 1iving room with
Mrs. Bato waiting on us, The rest of the family gathere” in
the Biphen and ate. I had expecte! that at least Mrs. Ssto
woulé slt and eat with us, and so I offered her a chair, but
she politely refused. _

During the meal and following i1t we had a delightful chat
about farm conditions in that region,

At about seven o'elock young nisel, between the ages of
16 and 24 began congregating at the Sato Home. Over twenty
comprised the group. A mixed meeting of singing, devotion,
gémol, and discussion, took up the rest of the evening. It
was e¢lose tto 10:00 pem. when the group dispersed. Food galore
was served as refreshments,

Mr. Sato again took us on his ear to meet the 10:15 p.m.

bus that was to take us ksmx back to PDenver.
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The fato Family:

Father: issel of about 55 to 60 years; farmer
Mother: 1issel of about 55 years.

Children: Y7 ehildren, ranging in age from 4 to 23,
One is married and in Chicago.
Hannah, 19 years, now helping on farm but
lans to enroll at the Denver U,
siness College,

Bill, 20 yrs, helping on farm,

Most of the others are golng to school, -
but are working on farm at present
to help harvest sugar beet,

Background:

Frior tothe evacuation the sato lived near Stoekton and
did farming. They were evacuated to Amache (Granada rel. eamp)
in Colorado. They were in Amache less than year when they
came to the Keenesburg region to farm,

Farm Condition:

Mr, Sato was most friendly and very frank., He informed
that farming this year has been very diffieult, and that this
was true of all the other evaguee farmers in that region, For
this reason most of the 20 evacuee farmers there were thinking
of returning to Califonia. Practically all the 20 families
farming in this region are from the Stockton and Central Calif,
areas. Ir?understmds a good deal of English and speaks some,
but he spoke Japanese moat of the time. 'hen I was Introduced
to him by Rev, Fukuyama as one making a study of farm conditions,
he stated: "If that's the case I better tell you all that I
know," Pertinent remarks made by lr, 8. wlll be reeorded so

to retain their flavor.
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Farm Conditionss

"You know, when I first came out here about famr years ago
1 sald to myself, 'Gosh, thls ought to be a perfeet place
for fruit growing.' I wondered why farmers dldn't raise
any fruit. The soll looked rich and the climate good,.

But after staylng here a few days 1 found out why fruit
growing was lmpossible here. The wind bl 80 hard here
that growing strawberries, apples, eto. 1mposaible,
The winter 1sn't too bad on fruit growing, but the wind

is too severe,"

“Up until last year, farming wasn't very bad out here.
Some of the farmers made good money. Nmxk Fractically all
the 20 evaouee farmers here are farming on s share-crop
basis. This year the market situation was terrible,

4e have aeres of earrots which were ready for harvesgting
weeks ago, but xm there was no market for them so this

was a complete loss. Then we harvested acres and agres

of round onions and then found out there was no market for
them. The same thing was true of potatoees. (1 saw sacks
‘of onions piled high probabiy left to rot. 1 also saw
potatoes plled high because of a laeck of a market for them,)
The only sure market is the sugar beet whigch we are just
beginning to harvest., e are trying to harvest the Deet
as fast as «e can before the ground freezes. e dontt
know how the weather will hold out. If days llke today
eocntinue for long, 1'm afraid we are golng to lose some

of the beet erop, as we won't be gble to hsrvest them in
times We got to finlsh harvesting the beet crop by the
end of this month,"

Aeturn to California:

"The land here in this region is probably the richest in
Colorado. rersonally I don't want to returm to California,
but before the end of the year I'm afraid that most 8f the
20 evacuee famiiles farming here will be leaving for
California. My brother 1s farming in California now.

He 1s growlng grapes and meking very good.

"This question of returning to California 1s the biggest
question in the minds of the evacuee farmers here., 1
Just don't know what I should do.

"If the market and the weather 1s agalnst the farmer, 1t
is unprofitable for the farmer to fontinue farming, '

“You know, humen beings arefd runng. Regerdless of the
obstasles one likes to return to familiar plages. For
‘instance, the native fermers don't mind the wmakhmx severe
winter here in Colorado, but a native farmer who visited
Central California returned here and told me he couldn't
stand the heat and the summer there,
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Return to Californias: (eontinued)

"Now, I've been farming and growing grapes and other fruit
in the Central California region where it is really hot,
But through the years I got used to the hot summer and
didn't think of it. We always expeet the summer to be hot
80 we don't make a fues about it, Not only the elimate,
but we get used to the mountains, the rivers, and the
place in general., Somehow all these familiar experien-es
and plages make us feel that 'this is home',
1 have been debating over 4nd over in my mind about wwmk
whether I should return to Californie or not, I think
the soil here 1s rich for. farming, but with the market
and the weather against us I don't gsee how we can continue
for very long."
Social Organization:
a
The 20 odd evacuee fLxexmr familics mxm living within/few
miles of each, There 1s no formal organization among the
evacuees., Mr. 5. stated that some of the lsgsei get together
for chureh service at some one's home once 'n a while, but not
very often, Ae each family has an automobile they vielt each
other occasionally. For the nisel tonight's meeting was one
of the firat of its kind in e long tlme, Mr, Sato aaked Rev.
Fukuyama to mpmak talk about Christlanity in general, as many
of those present were not asquainted with Christianity,
For entertalnment and reereation ﬁhe av#cuee families all
go to Danver occasionally.
The 20 nlisel who had congregate! for the mbeting XRER
knew each other very well and they all were very congenial.
For Japanese food all the evaguee familles have to go
to Brighton or to Denver. Mr. S. complained about pay'ng $24,
for a sack of rice some time ago. How the priee is down to
$13. he St&t‘dq

'
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Social Organization: (eontinued)

There doesn't séem to be a great problem with respect to
soslal needs among the evacuee farmers, as their mainéonoofn is
farming which keeps them gorpletely cecupied from morning till
night almost evegry day of the farm seasons

ldowever, the lssel and nlsel do feel the urge to get away
ffom the farm and enjoy some relaxation, and conseguently do make
occasional visits to Denver. During the winter months of
Deeember, Januery, and February, they are freed of farm work
and this 1s when they relax completely.

fev. Fukuyame, who is a Baptist minister but has no established
chureh, is planning to visgit the group monthly or so.
Talk with the Landlord V

The landlord l1s of German ancestry and is very friendly,
Hﬁ was terribly upset for this year's farming condition. He
sald he had a falrly gcod erop of carrots, onions, and potatoes,
but because =R there was no market he hesn't been asble to sell
any of the products. He pointed to several ac:es of unharvested
carrots and stated they were ready for harvesting several weeks
and can be gunsidered a complete loss now as there is no market
for carrots. He stated that will meanf about a $2000,00 loss,
He stated thls yearés labor cost has been fory high and with no
market for many of the farm erops the loss has been great. He
has about 160 seres of farm land, half of whieh is devoted to
sugar beet. lie gtated the sugar beet is the only sure erop this

year. e gets a gov't subsidy of about $2.,00 per ton or so.
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Talk with Landlord (continued)
uowever, he stated that if the cold weather of today eontinued

very long and the ground froze even the sugar beet might begome
a loss. Hs stated they are trying hard to harvest the sugar
boets as XREK as possible, and hoped that the cold would ease
up & little as it is hard on the workers-themselves.

fe was extremely upset bver the market situation, saying
that here they have to throw away téns of good farm products
when out 1n the East they are paying high prices for carrots,
potatoes, onlons and other farm produets. He thought there was
mal-distribution somewhere,

Group Discussion;

Toward the end of the evening program I was given about
half an hour imxwxisk to lead a discussion on rescttlement problems.,
I learne! that prastieally all the nisel present were rather dise
satisfled with farming condition in Colorado and were thinking
of returning to California. It 1s accurate to say that these
nisel reflected the views of their parents, as the nisel themselves
stated thelr perents felt the same as they did, It appeared that
farming in Colorado has meny more real obstacles than in Californa.
The elimatic conditions--severe winter and unpredictablc hail stomms
in the summer--plus the unprodiatlblo market situation all make
farming ln Colorado very risky.

Many of the Californla farmers continued farming in Colorado
with the 1dea of "getting-rich-quiek". Many of them sunk much
money in equipment and land and a good number lost heavily., These
farmers raised farwm produsts which were easily dameged by the
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Group Discussion:

bad weather, whereas the native Colorado Jarpanese rnrmﬁra-put
at least halfl of thelr farm land to sugar beet and other fafn
erop not easy prey to bad weather. The netive farmers didn't
meke a great deal, nor did they expcet to make v+ry mueh. They
- were farming consofratively having full ko wledge of the loecal
climatic conditions, The California farmers, on the other hend,
unfamiliar with the elimatic conditions here and with the
idea of "getting-rich-quiek™ with the hope of returning to
California gambled on farm crops, as tomatoes and cauliflower,
whiech became easy prey to the bad weather, That 1s the reason
20 many of them became disgusted with Colorado and blindly
return 4 to Celifornia,

The group eonfirmed what Mr, Sato had stated, namely,
that practieally all of the 20 evacuee farmilies farming in
that rsglon (Prospeetus Valley) would be leaving for Californis
before too long, probably by the first of next year.,

Rev, Fukuyama urged the group to think twice before retumm- f
ing to Cdifornis and encouraged those nisel who ean to go East,
One or two of the older nisel of the group immediastely spoke
up and stated, "Sure that's a good ides, but they couldn't very
well leave their family, as so meny of tham zﬁﬁig families

neecmx xRk help onthe farms.®
It was very evident that the nlsel, as 1911 ag the issei,

were deeply c-onecerned about their farming future. The are strietyy
speaking in a dilemms, torn Xk between the horn of unrhvorablo

farm conditions irn Colorado and the horn of uaoortain living and
farm eonditions in Californims. Appsrently there was feeling
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Dis ion
'nnnng most of the evaguee families farming in this locality
of attempting to settle down in Colorado. The past 3 or 4 years
were fairly good, but this year &% the weather and market have
been so unfavorable that many have been forged to feel that
farming prospeets in Colorado were poor and that return to
California was almost 1no§1tnb1..

Two niaci‘girllltold me that tley were planning to enroll
at Denver U's Business College soon after the sugar beet horvest
" season.

There was one ex-G1 who was just dlscharged. The older
nisei boys were deeply conecerned about thelr future and that
of thelr families, The members of individual families appear
to be very closely attached to each other and indieated deep
concern about their family welfare. ‘

The families, at least, are pretty well united, and from
this standpoint they seem to be happy.

ousing:

The families are quite contented with their housing,zkimmtimmx
The Satos oeeupy two houses (I believe) which are fairly well
eonutructod.And heated by stoves. HNr, Sato stated that his
landlord live in the same type house as his family does, There
is no problem in this respeect.
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gdigionil Informations
Mr., Sato informed that previously, about two years ago or so, -

there were about 50 to 60 Japanese families in the loeality, all
farming, Howcver, all of them, except 20 now remaining, have left
for Califo nia.
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I had a most interesting chat with Mr. John T, Horie today
at the office first and &t luneh. Kr, Horle 1s the Bxecutive-
S8ecretary of the Qolorado Japanese Vegetable Growers Cooperative
Agsoclation. He has been serving in thls capasity for the past
10 years, ever aslnce 1936, He 1s very well acquainted with the
farm eonditions near Denver and in the northern areas. .He is
a most pleasant person to talk to and most ecooperative, He
invited me over to his home in Brighton, where I could visit
the various ferms operated by Japanese., However, as his wife's
(Caucaslan) psrents and relatives are visiting them at'pressnt,
my visit to his home will have to be delayed until Oet 21st or
after.

8 ound;

Mr, Horie 1s technigally an issei, having been born in
Japan, but he left Japen to come to U,S. in 1924, ¥Em and has
eontinued to live in U,S, ever since. In Japan he graduated
from a university in Tokyo. There he met a Caucasisn missionary
woman whom he married. Coming to U,8. he enrolled at a loeal
university and earned his A.B, degree in English Literature in
1828. He was deeply Interpested in getting his master's and
then his doctors, so he took graduate work at U, of Colorado
at Boulder. However, about 1928 or 1929 Japanese farmers encouraged
him to go into farming and so he did. He farmed until 1932, when
the depression came and hiéfhard From 1932 to 19356 he quit
farming end taught Japanese at some logal language sc¢hool, From
1836 on to the present he has served as Executive-Secretary of

the Colorado Japanese Vegetable Growers Cooperative Associations
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Background (eontinued)
Mr. Horle 1s probably garound 45 years of age, but he looks

very young. His wife 1s reported to be much older he is, about
55 years of age. They have no ghildren. Mr. He has hardly any
rolntiyo- here in U.8., his parents and family all in Japan, He
comes from Shizuoke ken, Jepan, almost the same loeality as my
doeeagod father came from. This wmm made our acquaintance all
tﬁe more celose,
Mr, Horle speaks both Japanese and English, speaking English

very fluently, He i appears to be very intelligent and rather

aggressl ve and capable,
olorado

apanese Vogetable Urowers Cooperative Assceiation:

This organization was establishe! in 1935 and 1ts membership
is execlusively Japanese, lsseil and nisei. There are sbout 200
individual farmers who are members., It includes farmers who are
farming in the Denver district and the northern Colorado areas.

Majority of the members are old time native Japanese farmers,
who own thelr own farms.

This organization works hand in glove with the Vegetable
Produecers Cooperative Assoclation, which is eomposed of about
300 eaucaslan farmers (Italians snd Germans mostly).

Both organizations are independient corporations but they
use the same office in Denver and work very closely together,

The cavueasian association was formed in 1923,

The merger took plase about 1936,
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Four Types of Farming:

1, Share Haad:

2. Share Crop:

3. Cash Rent;

Land, equlipment, and operating cost owned
and borne by landlord. Worker farms on a
pereentage basis. For instance in the

r ing of cabbage the worker get 50%

of the net proceed. ‘

The land is owned by landlord, but the equip-
ment 1s usually owned by the worker, The
farm proceed is split about 75-25, with 75%
going to the worker and 257 going to landlord.

The worker rents the land and does all the
farming himgelf, owning his own equipment and
bearing all the cost. Vhatever he makes is
his own profit, paying only a regular rent.

4. Land Ownoruhlf: The worker owns hils own farmjf and bears

Most of the nat

rent farmerl._ Most

all the cost.
ive Japanese farmers are land ownmers or cash

of the evacuees who farmed in Colorado or

are still farming, are share hand or share erop farmers,

Area covered by Rmx

Growees Associations

The #2¥&% inelu
l. North side:
Littleton

des farmers in the following communities:

Henderson

Brighton

Ft. Lupton
FPlatteville
Keenesburg

2. West side:

Welby
Arvarda
Egst Lake
Lafayette
Longmont
Greeley
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Population & sdditional data on Assoeiation:

Of the 200 members of the Assa. about 50 to 75 are evagcuees
ab preaent. ‘At 1ts peak, which 1s roughly during #3 1943-44-45,
there were 100 evaou&e families who were members, Mr, Horie
Japanese

bélieves that 907 of all the/farmers were members, and that
only about 10% were not., (This is probably an over-eatimgto
of the number of farmers who were merbers.) v

l.Brighton was the blggest area with the largest number §r
members, At present there 85 members in Brighton of whieh
60 are natlves and 20 evacuees.

2.Keenesburg; At one time, early inthe war, there were about
60 evacuee famllies, there being no native farmers there, but now

there are only asbout 20 families,

3.Ft, Lupton: There were between 15 and 20 families there at

one time, Now there are only half or less than that,
4.Platteville & Ft, Lupton: There wre about 65 family

mémbers, of which about 7 were evacuees.

gf;ﬁgfﬁifgsﬁfﬁut 8 rimily members, five of whom were evacuees,
Fopulation here hasn't changed muech,

6. Arvarda: About 3 or 4 famililes here.

7. East Laké: There are about 12 families, 2 of whom are
evacuees. sl

8. Lg;a;ett’ & Longmont: About le‘ranilios here, of wham
qnly q}i:uenool. |

9. Litt otdnp 18 families here of whom about 5 are evacuees.
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Population (continued)
Mr. Horie gave the following population statlsties on the
Japanesc fermers in northern Colorado: (The figures covermg the

periocd 1942-43-44)
Individuals Individuals

re-war Viar years
East La.kc & P‘U'eblg Pessescncsn e £5 170
Adams County excluding
; zast Lake & Wwebly esésenee w00 750
Fort Lupton seeescsscscscccee. 480 650
KO&nSBburs Sesssensstsennnna 0 400
Littleton seveessscessssscsses B5 175
Lafayette & Lm13m°nt evssanses 200 1&
| 1670 3205

Mr, Horlie stated beginning in 1945 many of the evacuees
left Colorado for California. Mr, Horie predicted that before
too long many more, or practieally every evacuee, will be leaving
'ror California.

Reasons for California Farmers leaving:

Mr, Horié stated the biggest reason the Californie farmers
have left or are planning to leave is begause of Colorado's severe
winter and its early rfost. The frost usually begin esbout September
20, T:ois allows the farmers to farm only about half a year or so,
and poses a great risk to the farmer.

Another reason is that evon'during the rogulaf farming season,
during the summer, there ars frequent hail storms which ecome un=-
expedtedly and destroy farm crops. This 1s a real risk.

Another is that in California one can farm practically year
round without too mueh risk in the way of weather.

The only reason the remaining evacude fnrinr- haven't left,

according to Mr, Horie, 1= that California 1s faBing a severe
housing shortage,
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Reasons for Callf. Farmers leaving:

Mr., Horle stated that if 1t weren't for the bad housing situation
in Callifornia, practieally all of the evacuee farmers would have
left by now,.

Although most of the evacuee farmers will be leaving sooner
or later, lr, Horle related that some Californiafd farmers are
definltely remaining in Col .rado., He mentioned two eases, farmers
who had been ralsing eelery in CGentral California before the war,
in whiegh the farmers do not want to return to California mm as
they were always 1n debt farming in Caelifornia, and that they
faakxuaxs made money farming in Colorado during the war years for
the first time. MNr., Horie stated there were a number of cases
like this.

Parm Condltions:

Purlng the war years, Mr, Horie stated that all the farmers
mede good mondy. It 1s only this year that the farmers are facing
a loss, due to bad weather and to the poor market situation.

Asked how the native farmers have been able to eontinue
farming in Colorado for the past many years despite the unfavorable
weather, Mr, Horle stated that the farmers have become used to the
weather and have come to accept Lt as a matter of faet, The
Califc nla farmers on the otherhand are mmk used to good weather
year round and find the unpredictable and severe climate eonditions
here intolerable and too risky. Mr. Horie stated:

o guosl‘it'shnnan nature for one to prefer living in a

place where one lived most of his life. Ope gets used

to the surroundings and environment. The Californians are
used to California and are strangers to Qolorado, and it's
natural for them to want to go back. The Colorado farmers,

on the other hand, would prefer to eontinue farming here,
as this 1s the only place they know. The 1like it here,
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Farm Conditions: (continued)

"and prefer Lo remain here, They have nc other place to
g0. The Californians have a place to go."

During the war years practically every farmer made money,
agcording to Mr, H, This was largely because of big government
orders. lir. H. stated about 50 to 60% of the farm orops were
contracted to tho government. Now with the war over all this
government order is gone. Then, too, during the war years the
weather and the market were relatively good. This year both
have been very poor.

About the only sure farm eroﬁ thls year 1s sugar beet. This
ispartiedly because the government still pays the farmer a subsidy,
and because the sugar beet is not easl}yy damaged by hail or the
frost.

Asked if he thought the reason many of the evacuee farmers
left Colorado is because thaj gambled on perishable farm erops
as tomatoe, lettuce, cucumbers, ete, and lost consid<rable because
of Col.rado's unfavorable weather, Mr. Horie dtdmx stated he Aidn't
think so. He thought that she avabueo farmers made and lost in
about equal proportlon to the hative farmers, However, he admitted
that the native farmer devoted more of his land to suger beet,
whieh 1s probably the surest farm erop in Colorado, than the evafuee
farmers.

Throughout Mr. Horle's deseription of the farm conditions
in CGolorado there seemed to be a hidden xkmmm theme governing
the native farmers. This Vig namely, that the native farmers amm
farm more mmmxdritwsXy conserve ively than the California farmers,
that more of them are mxs contented in making a little to get by
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Farm Gonditions: (continued)

fromyear to year, as contrasted tc the sggressive Oalirornié farmers
who are known to do farming in a big way. There are no "lettuce
king","potatoe king", "strawberry king%"celery king", ete., here
in Qolorado as they exlsted in California. Of gourse, the native
farmers =em typifies the general attitude of the state, namely,
that of conservatlism, The state 1s largely dependent on agrieulture,
mining, and livestoek. Californla is a strong agricultural state,
but it has large industries and other urban actlivities.
The ataté has been eontrolled by old time buslness speenlators
flourishing

from the/deys of the/silver mines and on down. The state has a
heavy population of Spanish-Americans (Iaxicansf, Germans, and
Italians. Denver eity 1s slightly Democratie, but the rural
areas sre heavily Rep@iblican.

There 18 no question Ehat there will be some California
farmers continuing to farm in Colorado Indefinitely. However,
it seems to be the consensus of opinion that most of those
remaining are very anxious to return to California,
Farm Crops:

In order of Importanece Mr., Horie named the following farm

erops grown in Colorado:

#Sugar Beet table cucumber
#Cabbage plekling eueumber
:gnionu :oelor
ettuee carrots 7

#tomatoes #table beets

beans #turnips

peas squash

cucumbers

=
% The marked items mem indlcate the kind of erops raised by the

evaguee farmers. Oelery, Carrots, table beets, turnips, lettuece
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Farm Crops (continued):

are erops wiaich were, generally speeking, brought over by the
evacuee
California/farmers.,

San Luls Valley:

kr., lorle stated that a large number of Japaqéae farmers
are farming in the SinLuis Valley. le stated th'ls reglon 1s
known as the gountry's biggest growers of ecauliflowver and peas.
Arkensas Valley:

Mr, norie alscv state’that there wes a large number of

Japanese farmers In Lhis region. He stated this area is known

for their onionss ‘f‘dfr-—-

General comment:

My

Mr, Horle is considered by many people, 1nolud1ng.ﬂin Yasui,
(Chriscian), -
Rev, Sasaki/ Rev. Tsunoda (Buddhist), and others as the best
authority on the farm conditions in northern Colorado., Because
of his position in the Growers Assn., whieh position he has held
for the past 1@ years, this seems to be obvious. BRegause of
his ecommand of both English and Ja;enege, he is a good source

of reference.
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A LONGNMONT PARM FAMILY 12 Ot 46
Emmiing Visit with the Miyazakis T. Yatsushiro

Together with Rev, Tsunoda, nisei Buddnist priest, I visited
the Miyazaki family in Longmont, Colorado, We had come to attend
the Longmont YBA regular meeting-service, but as the group had
not yet eongregated at the meeting house, we drove over to the .
Miyazaki domieile and visited with them for about an hour.

Most of the time was taken hp by Rev. Tsunoda talking to
Er, Miyazaki about personal matters. However; I had a chance to
find out something about the family, We were accorded the tradi-
tional Japanese reeeption ¢onsisting of mueh food, tea, and
“sake"., The three of us sat around the tabld end chatted and
ate, while Mrs, Miyazakl very graciously waited on us., Mr, liyusaki .
kept on passing the cup to me, and before tdo long I was flushed
in the face. Before the party went too far Rev, Tsunoda, who also
fxunky participeted freely, and I excused ourselves and headed
for the meeting house.

Familys
Father: 1ssel, about 65 years or older, farmer,
Mother: 1ssel, about 55 years, housewife-farmerette.
Children: Son, about 235 years, working on family farm,
Son, a twin, about 21 yeare, GI serving in Japan,
Daughter, Jane, a twin, about 21 years, farm help,

Daughter, lngy. about 19, farm help,
Daugh er, Lily, about 17, farm help and student,

Bngkgggunp:

fhm Mr, and Mrs., Miyazaki have been farming in the area for
the past 20 years or more. They eouldn't quite remember exactly
how meny years it has been, They g¢ame from a farm commnity near
the town of Yukuhashi in Fukuoka ken, Japan. They were tickled
to know that I had visited the area during my reeent trip to Japan,
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A LONGMONT FARm FAMILY : 12 Ot 46
Vigit withthe Hiyazakis T, Yatsushire

Bagkground, (eontinued):

They farm only 15 acres grovlng various farm procuets ineludigg
sagar beeta, They own their own land,

Hr, Miyazaki reminds one of a typiecal Japanese farmer in
anm, who loves to work hard from day to dny;n 20 be able to make
enough to maintain himself and his family, who enjoys visits by
friends with whom he e¢an drink and relax and partieipate in the
latest news md gossip, and who has little eares or worries about
the world about him but his own farm and little community, He
loves his "sake" and is a good natured soul.

The appearance of the house, the behavior of the family
members and their close relationship, and other indications all
point to the faet that this family is niecely mmx and happily
established in the community,

A number of Japsnese cultural traits mm were quite evident,
as the drtinking of "sake", the wife walting on the group and
keeping herself as inconspicuous as possible, and a young
daughter washing her father's feet in a pan of hot water (this
happneded when we first entered the house).

Gomment:

The Miyazakis prohably represents most of the Japanese
families in this loeality. There is a strong Informal tie among
the families.
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LONGMONT, COLOKADO 12 Oet 46 % 23
Meeting of Young Buddhist Ts Yateushire

On the 'nvitation of Rev, Tsunoda, loecal nisei Buddhiet
priest, I went along vith?i: Longmont (northprn Colorado), whieh
1g about B0 miles north of Denver. The Longmont YBA was to medt
for i1ts regular servigce-mceting, which is n.iq?%:ﬁ%i second
Saturday of every month. We 1er27§;’:ar (Rev. Tsunoda's) about
6:30 p.m. and arrived in Longmont about 7:30 psm« No one was
at the mﬁeting house at that time, so we drove over to the
Miyazaki family nearby and spent about an hour there. (A :;R§§=i.
report on the Miyazaki family will be written.) There meeting
actually got underwey ebout 9:00 p.m, It was scheduled for .

8 o'eloek, but Rev. Tsunoda stated when we first arrived that
"Ehis group 1s noted for sterting its meeting late--If guess
it's characteristie of the country people.”

LONGMONT VBA

The membership here 1s rather small, which 1s largely
because the Japanese population here is very small, There were
about 30 young people in attendance at the meeting, split even
between boys and girls, many of whom were of the same family,
This number probably.repreaonta the membership here, They
meet Exmxy once a month on the seeond saturday of everv month,
Except for one nisel fellow, the entire group represented native
residents, The eommnity is strietly a farming commun!ty,
The group meets in a good size frame building (one large room)
wnileh was formerly used as the Japanese language school., There
is a very close tle among the members and a Q;irib of cooperative-
ness, largely because they have known eaech other for the past many
years. Another reason fmeeontributing to their unit is that
thegr parents hail from the same "ken” in Japan, namely, Pukuoks ken,
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LONGHONT, COLORADOQ 12 Q¢ct 46

Meeting of Young Buddhist ' T. Yatsushiro

Meeting Program:

The fi at half-hour of thé meeting was devotsd to the usuai
Buddnist devotlonal consisting of prayers, reciting of chants,
slnging of Buddhist hymns, etecs I gave a 20-minute talk on
my "Impressions of Japan" base” on my travels through Japan
following the war, HMany of the group wers semtremely intereated
in hearing agbout Japan, espesially since I visited Fukuoka ken
where many of them ecome from,

Kekkaxtnx ) g
The chairman of the m eting was a young nisel fellow

(of the Mayeda family). Rev. Tsunoda sat up on the dais in
front and led the chants and prayers.

Following the meeting, the group was shown some sllent
movies. Two were cartoons and the third was on "Evolution",
This took about an hour,

From about 11:00 to midnight the group sat around in a
eircle e;giigoying refreshments engaged in an informal chat,
Many of them were stiil interested in hearing more nbont'Jtpan,
and I was busily engaged answering the various inguiries,

Because there are hardly any evacuees in the Gommunity
and beeaua; the community 1s quite well established, I didn't
feel it necessary to apond mach time ‘n asking questions pertain-

Ang to thelr adjustment.
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Meeting of Young Buddhist - Te Yetsushirg

Longmont Japanege Community:

There cre only cbout 20 Jepanese famillee or less farming in
this commnity, W¥ith the exeeption of cne or two, they represent
netive residents here, Most of them heve been farming in this
loecality for the past 20 years or so, Th:;:gi g:;:n:;om the
seme "ken" in Japan, namely, Pukuoke ken, Consequently there
is a close fraternal feeling among them. (I visited the ¥lyazaki
family, and the 1ssel parents hall from 2 town (Yukuhashi maehl)
in Pukuoka ken I had visited when I travelled through Japan
folliwing-the war withthe U.2, Stratetic Bombing curvey,)

The biggest farm operator end moet influentisl issel is
kKr. Bayeda, father of Dr. Takashl Mayeds, Benver dentisi and
president of the Denver JACL. It is reported that they kax
farm sbout 300 aeres. The Miyazakl family. farm only 15 aeres.
The average acreage of the Japanese farmers 1g somewhere between
15 end 300,

here

It 1s believed that practieally all of the families/are
Buddhists.

Longmont 1s strietly a £m colleetion of farms, there being
Em only a very small town. The Japenese are very well es?abliuhod.
The people appear happy and contented. ‘

They do a lot of visiting each other during their leisure
periods. Being only an hour's ride away from Denver, they come
into Denver frequently for reereation ind entertainment,

Practically all the farmers own thelr own land. Most of them

belong to the Colorado Japanese Growers Cooperative Assoelation,
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Nisei Methodist Serviee, T, Yatsushipo

I went to Greeley today in ecompany with Rev. K, Sasaki,
nigsel Methodist pastor, Rev, Mitani, vi;iting issei-nisel pastor
from Los Angeles; California, Rev, Agamatsuma, assistant issei
pastor at the local Methodist Chureh, and another issei. Ve went
on the echureh ear with Rev. Agamatsuma driving. Rev, Mitani,
who is teehniecally an issel but who spesks both English and
Japanese quite fluently, was speaking to the Greeley issel amd
nisei Methodist group, and inasmuch as I knew him from Poston
days and inasmuch as £k I felt it was an opportunity to meet
some of the Greeley people, I aceepted Rev, Sasakl's invitation
. to go nldng withhhem, Greeley is about 80 miles north of Denver,
and 1t took us about 2 hours by car to get there. We left Denver
about 1:15 pem. and returned about 7:00 p.m.

The nlloi.and the lssel groups met separately about half-
hour apart. Rev, Mitanl spoke briefly to the nisel group first,
and then left to speak to the 1essel group which met in the main
service room.
Nisel Group:

There were gbout 20 nigei in attendance, with more girls
than boys. The age range was between 18 and 28, A number of
the girls maxm are enrolled at the Colotado State Teachers College
located in Greeley., The president of the group is Bright noshiko.
a nisel of about 28 years of age. The treasurer, who was chairman
of the service, 1s a Rosalie (last name not kmown). Both officers
are native residents of Greeley. Both of their parents are farmers,.

Bright has a groeery store of hisown in town. -
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Nisei Methodist Service T, Yatsushiro

Nisel Group:

The group meets about once a month on a desigated Sunday
afternoon at about 2:30. They meet at the Greeley Methodist
Chureh, which is xRl regular Caucasian chureh, It is believed
that some of them either are members of the regular caucasian
echurch or attend its regular Sunday servieces.

~The group is very loosely organized, that is there 1is
little interest and enthusiasm. It seemed that members are
unwilling to aceept responsibilities and obligntionu. I saw
the chairman, Rosalie, trying to persuade various members to
read a blble passage and being unsuccessful until she finally
had to ask the president, Bright Koshiko, who consented.
Probably this 18 because of divergent interests ambng the
members and begause the town offers many distractions. Socme
of the members are out-of-town college students who stiek to
thetr own group. Then xe there are many whose parents are
farmers and who work on the farm themselves. These farmers
live widely epart. Host of the members are native residents,
but a mmmkx number are evacuees. I had a chanee to talk to
one evagcuee whose family xil from Salinas, California, and is
now farming in Pierece, a community about 25 miles from Greeley.
Then the group meets infrequently in a eaucasian ehureh,
Program: '

The devotional serviece congisted of the usual hymns, prayers,
and bible passages. HRev, Mlitani spoke about 10 minutes and had
to leave, At the last minute Rev, Sasakl persuaded me to fill
in the gap in the meeting by speaking hriefly about the resettle-

ment study and leading a discussion on the nisel status.
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Program: (eontinued)

.I talked about the question eonfronting the evacuees that of
returning to California or not, about the nisel opportunities
here snd in the East, and other general problems,

The discussion phmam that followed proved to be quite interesting.

Evaguees versus Natives:

Rosalie, presiding chairman, somplained that the evagcuees
and the native residents didn't get along very well especially
during the war years, mainly because the evacuees (mainly
Californians) were elsnnish and kept within their group very
moh.. She and others (natives) brougﬁ" out the point and before
the war the nisei were pretty well on their way toward being
integrated in the larger ecommunity, but tkak with the eoming
of the evacuees, whqﬁroferrod t; stick ﬁithin their group, the
Japlno.n presence in the larger community begcame prominent and
this undermined the good will that the native Japanese residents
had established xtxk in the community, Rosalie stated before
the war zkmxhxix her friends were largely caucasians and that
the nisel in general kad were on good friendly terms withthe
caucasian populage., But as the evacuees began drifting in in
large numbers she lost some of her eaucasian friends.

It seemed tﬁnt the eoming of the evacuees had disrupted the
status quo of the dative Japanese residents by makéhg the Japanese
population in the comma ity prominent and thereby subjeet to
all) kinds of suspieion., It seemed evident that the mimmk native
nisei was striving toward intergration in the community and had

gone far toward achieving this objestive before the evacuees came,
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' ese Fopulation:

No one seemed to know even roughly what the Japanese popula-

tion was inxkhkm for OGreeley and the surrounding farm areas.

It seemed to be the consensus of opinion that there mere sbout

25 native famillies =snd about 25 evacuee families. I::};I:oi
thought the ratio was about 5 evaguee families to one native
family at 1ts peak. However, others thought this was somewhat

an exmggeration, and that the ratio was probably closer to 3 to 1
evaguee over native at its peak, |

Of the group present, there were about 5 evaguees or non-
natives. Two of these were sibblings and their family lived in
Pierce, Colorado, about 25 miles from Greeley. They were formerly
from “alinas, California, ‘he other '‘hres were ocut-of-town students
enrolled at the State Teachers College. None of their families
were in the Greeley distriect. Someone informed me- later that
these students' families were bask in California.

General :comment:

The group was interested in knowing what conditions were in
the East with respeet to job opportunities and I spent considerable
time telling them what I knew. |

I didn't attend the issel service, but f£xmm observing the
number who eame out of the service tho number who a£tendod was

even smaller than the nisei attendance.



NISEI VERBERAN-rARMER 12 Oet 46
Talk w«ith Pred Mikuni ! T, Yatsushiro

;;nibr - ﬁifi é>&;"'

At the meeting of the nisei Methodist group today I met
Fred dikuni, a nisel of about 24 years of age, whose family is
now farming in Picgggjjao%Zrado, about 25 miles from Greeley,
Because he and his family evacusted from Salinas, California,
1 spent some zimo talking to him. However, begsause he had just
been released from the army, he was not too well asequainted
with the farm conditions in the area his family is farming.
His perents and brothers and sisters are farming on = share-erop
basis. Fred stated this was negcessary as they =old all their
farm equipment when they left ®alinas, and it 4idn't seem advisable
tc buy new equipment and land and start farming on an 1ndep§ndent
basis, Fred wasn't sure vhether his femily will remain or return
to California, but his own feeling was rwmk ag‘inst returning,
He stated their return may mean returning to th: n&inggpaneae
eommunity of prd-war days, and he didn'f think this was a
healthy thing as far as thelr future was eoncerned,

Fred is very anxlious to continue his education and enroll
at scme college. FHe stated he was interested in a business major.
Asked if he xmmm ever thought about other fields as engineering
or some professional field, he wondered whether there would be
opportunities for a nisel in then§ fields in the future. He seemed
reluctant to enter the professional or technieal field because he
feels the opportunities for a nisel appear limited,

Pred informed that there were about 3 or 4 evacuee farmers
ferming in the distriet they farm, He also informed that hés
unele and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Mikuni, are farming in Roeky Ford,

Route 2, Box 47-A.
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Two nisel business pecple i T, Yatsushiro

Tonight I had dinner with Min Yasul at the Manschu Grill,
- Mrs, Umezawa, wife the issel proprietor of the restaurant, gat
in our booth, and engsged in a busy conversation with ¥in sbout
returning to California,

8ald Mrs, Umezawa;

"Last night George (Furuta who is her brother-in-law) was
over our plage, and h e urged us to xmkurxm leave for
California. (George had returned to Denver after a survey
visit of California.)

I don't know what we ough® t0o dA0. seee

We can't leave now., Gosh, we have {13,000 invested in
this business.”

8al1d ¥Min Yasuil:

Ch, I think business will he good for st least one more
year. Feople won't be leaving that fast. ...

"Of ecourse, the Cathay Post 1sn't doing your business
any good." (Min was referring to the faet that the nisei
and issel xxm gamble regularly at the Cathay Post, and
most of them lose most of their earnings, consequently
have little to spend elsewhere,)

Hin eontinued:;

“I've been debating about whether I shouldf deturn to
not. +..But I just can't leave right now. I'm too
tied up in my JACL work, Hell, I'm not making very
mueh from my own law work, Myst of the time 1z devoted
to JACL. Then all these people come to me for law
adviece end assistance, and they think begause I'm with
JACL the service is free. Heek, I'm doing charity work
actually," ;
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California Bé&beet Metlicdist Chureh T.Yatsushiro

Rev, Sasakl advised me that xhm Senior Young People's group
was having a bowling party at the bowling alley located on Stout
Street near 14th Street, and I secepted his invitation to join

two-story
the purty. The bowling center is a huge/building and probably
has about 50 bowling alleys. The place was jemmed with bowling
enthusiests. There were about 40 to 50 nisei eongregeted at
the bowling eenter. MNMore than half represented the chureh group.
Of the ehureh group about half were actually bowling and the
other half were speetators. The age range of this group was
between 16 and 24.

I immedlately noticed above each alley names of various bowl-
ing teams that kmdxplaymixxkm are playing in one tournament or
another, There were temm names as "Manchu Grill"™, "Silver Dollar®,
"Cathay Post", ete. which are all nisel bowling teams which boél
in tournament matches every Viednesday nlght and on Sunday afternoon.

ilost of the bowlers in the church group were the older nisei.
From all Iindleatlions. it appeared that everyone was having an enjoy-
able time, '

Rev. Sasakl and I bowledf one game. This was ‘ev, Sasaki's
firet attempt at bowling and he received much advise from the

more experienced members of the group,.

The group bowled until about 1l p.m. and disbanded,
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“unday Church servige _ ¥, Yatsushiro

I attended the regular Sund:;ingsilc of the California
Street Méthodist Chureh., [ev, Masatane Mitanl, a visiting issel
Kethodist minister who speaks both English and Japanese quite
fluently, was the guest speaker. Rev. K. Sasakil, 1sse!l who
gerves as the nisel pastor of the elurch, presided over the
whole servige.

There were close to S0 people in nttendance, representing
all nisei. A t.n-voio:}:;gir furnished the special musiec,

Most of those 1n attendance represented the age range of 20 to
26.

The service waalcunduotod as per usual. Rev, litanl gave
a fairly interesting sermon.

A large number of the members of the churech are evacuees,
some of whom I had known before in e¢amp, Tom Masamori, a prpmii-
ing nisel ginger and main member of the local choir, told me
he 1s about to leave for the West Coast to settle some property
matter and to survey prospects of returning tﬁprd. He is from
the Salines area in California, He stated he would huve left

learlier had it nod been for his fsther's illness.
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Chat between Rev. Sasaki & Rev, Mitanif T. Yatsushiro

On our way home from Greeley to Denver, Rev. Sasaki and
Rev, ¥itanl with whom I sat in the bagck of the ear engeged in
a long ecnversation about their respeective deportation cases.
Both Rev., Zasaki » Rev. Mitani are young issel who eame to the
UsS. early in 1930 as ministerial students. They rre both through
sehool now and have their own respeetive churches. Bo‘h of them
speak English quite fluently.

fev. liltanl 1s about 40 years of ege.xmi He 1s gquite an
intellect, very aggressive, and very artigulate, There is much
data on -im in the Poston files. Fe 1s married to a nisel snd
they have two ehildren (Ameriean born)., He related that for
the past ﬁnny years he has been debating what he ought to do
about his eitizenship atatus, vhether to retain his Japenese
eltizenship and eventually return to Japan with his flamily, or
to try if possible to remain in U,S, on & permanent basis and
hope he oan'bouome a naturalized American citizen, He stated
eonsidering various factors, family, ete., he reecently made up
his mind he is gofng to do try to remain in U,S, and hope that
Congress wo-ld permit Japanese aliens to become naturalized., He
stated he 1s deeply interested in returning to Japan to help
the people reeonstruect the country, but Bf possiblec he wants to
return as an Americen citizen., He informed that he had been
ordered to leave the country by the end of this year,but that he
appealed to the ecourt to restrain the government from deporting
him on the basis that 1t would be a "hardship" on himgf and his family,
He stated thest he and about 100 other 1ssel mmm have their cases
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before the ecourt in Salt Lake ¢ity, and that Frank Chumah and

some other attorneys are representing them., He informed that this
test case is costing him $250. He thought this was not unfair,

as he would have to pay that much or more if he had to leave the
countiry for Japanes The ceurt is to try the 100 issci cases in

the near future, Rev. Kitanl feels that if he returns to Japan
as an American citizen he could do more for the people, for there
would be no politieal restraint plase’ on him as they existed

in Jeapan prior to the war,

Rev. Sasakl 1s an issel of about 32 years of age. He informed
that he is still on a student basis and was just recentlf notified
by Fhilddelpnla immigration offieials that he eould contimue to
remain in the U,S, until June of 1§47. Reve. Sasakl stated that
he is technieally he 1s still a student as he is wofking on his
Th.,Ds Rev. Sasaxl feels an obligation to return to Japan and
work among the Japanese people as a Japanese cltizen. He feels
if he 1s to work with Japanese people 1t would be much better
if he reta'ned his Japanese citizenshlp. lowever, he stated he
still i1s not certain what would be best, A
Ggen Comment

There 1s considerable concern among a good number of the
issel who sre affeeted by the deportation order. The problem
of the family, espeeially that of the Ameriean-born children,

seem to be the foremost consideration, and 1t,1‘ believed that
most of the prospective deportees are requesting lenieney on
the basis of "hardship" to the family, |
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Talk with Postmaster and Asst. Ts Yatsushire ‘Zr

I visited the Denver Postmaster, lr. Stevie, today in
conneetlon with the ecnducting of a postal nu§vey of the Japanese
population in Denver. lr., Regis, head of.the carriers, joined
us. They were very cooperative about eondueting the postal
survey. The plan is to have the carriers diltribute 2 brief
questionnaire to each Japanese family in the ¢city and to have
these questlionnaire pleked up mkxkk after allowing about three
days. Br, Stevie pointed out something I was aware of, namely,
that the return would probably be small, - However, I pointed out
that I would try to get a lot of publiecity on it ﬁhrovgh the
two Japanese papers, and that if the postal ecarriers would be
sure to collect these foras after the three day périod, we may
be able to get a falrly good returns MNp. Spevie informed that
the Agriculture Dept, ask:s the post office to eondiet gim!lar
surveys of the farmers, and thelr return has been about 107,

1 have been Bhooting for a 507 return, but this may be impossible,.
Lyvacuation:
gtated: Mr, Stevic: (voluntarily)

"You know, I think the evaeuation of the Japanese from the
West Coast was the biggest blunder made by the government,"

I stated that looking at it from £ hindsight it appears es
a blunder, but that at that time the situation was so uncertain,
Mr, Stevie quickly stated:

"No, I felt at that time that the ovnouutlon was a blunder,
Mr, Regls and 1 felt the same way about 1t,"

Comments:

Mr, Stevliec was not very sympathetic with the Japanese-Amerlcaa
in my previous visit with him, but now he is extremely sympathetie
and friendly., Fossibly it may be because he suspects !:ll now that
I em a Japanesc-American myself. However, his present attitude

is friendly.
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Vigit with krs. Toda T, Yatsushiro

Visited the Toda residence and talked' to Mrs. Toda between
4:00 and 4:45 p.nm. Thelr address 1s 1?04 -4th Avenue. This is
practically next door to Bright's Gprocery & Fish Karket.
Family:

Father: issei, sbout 45 years or more, greenhaise worker.
Yother: Mprs. T.; nisel, about 35 years, greenhouse worker.
Child: Dsughter, 14 years, student.

Relatives:

¥rs. Today has two married sisters (nisei) and their familles
living in Gpeeley. They ere Mr, and Mps., Okazaki, who live next
door to krs, Toda, and Mr. and ¥rs. Nekeshima. These two sisters
heve issei husbands. OUn of the sisters has two children, while
the other has none. One sister and the two husbands work Xm eas
sk greenhouse workers at the !pickson Greenhouse Inc., where
Mr. and Nps. Toda also work. The other sister is dolng domestic
work. The children are goling to nohﬁol.

Mrs, Toda's parents were just visiting the Toda family when
call was made. <The parents are 11§1ng and working in Fueblo,
southern Colorado. Mps. Toda stated she and her parents vislt
each other cuite frequently.

= 7
Background: Ag . 7 A 7 Atican 1 Frotov. ??ua"

The Todas formerly lived in Los Angeles where they operated
a greenhouse. Together with their relatl ves, Okazaki end
Nakashima, they operated the greenhouse and a floral shop.
From sll indications they were cuite successful in this business.
They were evacuated to Amache, Grandda Kelocation Center, in

Colorado. They Iirst left camp late in 1942 xx on & seasonal
basis and worked on sugar beet farms. They returned to camp for
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Background: (continued)
a brief spell{ Their present employer, Lrickson Greenhouse Inc,
first persuaded the Todas to come out to OGreeley to work in the
greenhouse, but the pay xkxfixakxuxs of fered was too cheap, Mrs,
Toda stated. Leter they doubled the wage, and in April 1043 they
came to work for Erickson. They have been in Gjeeley ever since.
Oceupation:

Both Ky, and kre, Toda work in the greenhouse of Epickson,
Kre, Toda seemed (ulte satisfled with the ma combine wage they get
from their work. She didn'y; divulge what they were goetting, She
stated thet Erfickson somehow lesrned about their grechhouse experience
and thereBore did everything to get them to work for him in CGreeley,
kps, Today spoke very highly of his employer, saying he is éxtremely
EIS0PUie wre Tapansss, s13 of whon are the Todas aad yet end 8¢

Two other family relatives mentioned earlier also work for :
Erickson, They all had greenhouse esperience prior to the war,

The work is yeer round, s d as permanent as Mrs, Toda wants
it to be. The regular work week is 6 1/2 days, with one-hslf day
off per week. MNprs, Toda stated if she vanted to take time off,
her employer uai ally consents.

¥rs., Toda informed that HMrickson is the biggest greenhouse
operastor in Greeley,.
E using:

The Todas occupy a fairly nice house which is part of the work
contract. It is located right nest to one of the greenhouses.

The house pertially furniehed, and Mre, Toda had some of her furni-
ture from the Coast shipped here. ghe is completely satisfled with

present housing.
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Keturn to California:

¥rs, T, stated;

"Deep down in our hearts we want to go back to Californis.

But housing is bad out there--there's no house--so we

Juat can't go now, .. :

There's plenty of jobs out in Califo.nia. My brother who

was just discharged from the srmy 1s working as gardener

and making $400. a month. Gee, vhen you hear they're making

such good pay out there, we want to go out there all the

more.

"l guess we'll stay asround here for a while, though. Ve

like out job, our boss is good to us, and at least we have

a house here."

It is very probable that the Todus and thelr two family
relatives will remain in Greeley for another year or two., However,
1t 1s also very likely that they will return to Cslifornia after
the housing situation eases a bit, which probably won't be for
about two years., If they return to California, they want to
operate their own greenhouse and fliral shop &s they did prior
to the wmmhrx war,

Social Adjustment:

When ¥ra, Toda was ssked if she bel nged to any organization
or church in the commmunity, she confessed apologetically that she
Aldn't., She stated since she works 6 1/2 days per week, she
has 1little time for any other activities. She informed her 14 yr.
deughter attends the Sunday School at the Fresbyterian Church. She
and her two married slster iXm visit each other quite frequently
during their leisure. Her parents, who live in fFueblo, which is’
close to 100 miles awey, visit her in Greeley, =mhm or ‘she visits
her parents in Pueblo, Apparently, the parents and the three

‘married daughters are very close to each other.

She thinks that the people in the community hre very f:iendly,
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Sogiel Adjustment: | ’

and she has had no unpleasant experience with any %! the commnity.
In general she thinks Gpreeley is a very nice commnity to live in,
However, she has not dlscowrt ed the poessibllity of retun ing to
California when the situation permits. 2he probably reflects. the
feelinga of her two merried sisters and their families in Greeley,
as well as that of ﬁer parenta, who wers just visitiné her but who
live in Pueblo. ‘

8he herself ieg a Christian and wants o attend Sunday church
serviges, but she gays "It's a ovestion of loyalty to my boss, or
taking Sunday off to attend ehureh service.” She says, "I feel
a deeper obligation to my boss, who has been very nige and fair
to us.” %= Bhe works 6} deys a week, and often she has to work
on Sundayd, as this 1s a busy day. She stated there are only <
holidays in tne year in which the whole greenhouse empl yees take
e somplete holiday. This is on Labor Day and I believe it was
New Year's, ‘

Her 14 year old daughter is enrolled at e loeal school.

Mrs. T. stated as she Wescame 111, she waz =ot back a couple of
gradea, "She state? this was not due to any dlserimination but
purely becesuse of her daughter's illness,

From all appearances the Todas aseem to bHe happily edjusted
in the eommunity, This 15 mainly heecause of the niee adjustment
they have made in their jobs. They have no specisl problems,
exeept the California issue. Most of their leisure is spent in
visiting rela‘tives. They have a few el-se caucasian friends,
mainly those who work with them in the greenhouse.
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Comment:

‘Mrs. Toda, as previously mentioned is a nisei but married to
an issel, It is interesting to note that she and her two sisters
married issei., It ies also interesting that they are very eclose to
eagh other, as well as to th;ir parents, and thet they all have
decided to remain in Colorado for a while, The main rea.én they
have remained here, and contemplates on remaining here a few more
years, is that they have been able to make a very satisfactory
economiec adjustment. When they leave for cnligornia, they will
probably all leave together., This pattern of living close to
relatives isquite a familiar one, although in this instance it
may be somewhat unusual in that all of them are doing the same
work at the same plage, Iin this respect 1£ is interesting that
they are doing the same kind of work they did on the West Coast
prior to the war, enly this time they are merely emplcyees. They
hope that eventually they oan reestablish themselves in the green-
house and floral business on an independ nt basis on the West
Coast, mostly likely Los Angeles.

They are nof too closely associated with the Japanese in the
community, other than thelr relatives. They are neither very
deeply entrenched in the gaucasian ecommunity. The latter 1s not
negessarily atypleal of the average Caucasian family in the commu-
nity. However, they are guite haﬁptly settled in the community
in their own limited mode of life,
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I arrived in Greeley this aftérnoon and immediately made
arrangements to meet Bright Heshlko, who 1s one of the nisetl
leaders of the Greeley district. Bright was busy on hisfarm all
day but promised to mmk meet me at hls grogery store, loecated
at 1220 4th Avenue, eight o'eloek in the evening,

Background notes_on Bright Hoshiko:
Bright 1s a nisel of about 27 years of age. He served with

the 442 overseas and Was discherge! several months ago after
2 years of service.

He and his parentes and r:;ggggoyernto a 100 (approx.) aecre
farm, FHe has several brothers and sisters., (Detalléd report
on this family will be made separately)

Aside fromhie femily's farm, Bright and his brother, Henry,
own and operate the "Bright's Crocery and Pish Market". He
started this groeery when he returned fromservice early this
year,

Nisel present at the informal meeting:

Besides Bright, there were many of Bright's relatives there.
Henry Hoshiko and his wife, Vieki Hoshiko, another Hoshike boy,
¥r, and Nprs. John Numoto, and one or two other niseis.

¥ost of the evening was spent talking to Bright, as he was

quite infoimed about the Greeley distriet, and since I was interested

in getting general picture of the Greeley situation,

Japaness in Greeley district:

When I asked roughly how many evacuce and native Japanese

families there were in the district, Bright began enumerating them

one by one. I took down the names of the families, where they lived,

whether they evacuees or natives, and whether they owned their
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owned thelr farm or fammed on a share-crop basis or cash rent,
It surprised the native nisel to Barn that there were g¢lcse to
50 evacuee famllies end 50 native families inthe Greeley distriet,
vhieh included Plerce, Ault, Haton, La Salle, Evans, Greeley city,
€111, Kersey, Kuner, and Mgsters, Bright felt thet his list was
about 95% or better complste, Many of the others assistéd in
compiling the names of families, and other data, If there were
100 Japanese familles, there mast be elcse to 400 or 500 individusls
in the whole area, i1f 4 or 5 were allotted to each family,
Very few of the evacuee farmers were farm owners, while a good
number of the natives were owners., In general most of the farmers
were farming on a share-erop basis,

Very few of the Japanese, elither evacuee or native, are in
business or work other than farming, An overwhelming majority of
them are farmers,

Greeley Community:

The population of Greeley was about 15000 before the war,
and the group estimated there were about 18000 at present, The
elty has its roots in agriculture. Most of the people are either
retired or active farm landlords. In other words agriculture is
the predominant activity of the commnity. The Colorado State
Teachers College is located here, and this attracts hundreds of
out of clity people. There are a few big sugar beet factories in
and around Greeley. Aside from these mctivities,there is no other
major industry which Greeley boasts of,

Bright stated there are at least 45 individual churches
in the eity, and thought the eity was quite "ehurchy”.



Pe 3

Y Creeley
DATA ON GREALEY 16 Cet 46
Meeting withiative Nisei T.Yatsushiro
Greeley G

In brief Greele; 1s a nice, peaceful ¢ommunity which kamx
has urban and rural features.

kost of the people are Swedes, Russlans, and Germans.

As a whole they were regarded by the nisel as "nice people”.

in general the Japanese hss been able to get along in the comm-
nity very nicely without any form of diserimination or prejudlce,
Evaguee-Native rel tlionship :

During the height of the rel ¢ ation program from the camps
to areas outside, there were about éf;;;o evacuees than natives
here in the Greeley district,acco:ding to Bright and others.,
Frowall indications it sppears thaé the evacuees and natives
did not get along very nigely, The natives charged that the
evaguees were "clannish", They were also too critical of
Golorado farming ways. +hat actually happened was that the
evacuees disturbed the status quo of the native Japanese hers,
and this 1s at the bottom of their dislike for the evacuees,
Naturally with a large group of evacuees coming intc s smell
communiiy at about the same time, the native Japanese were
identified withthe evacuees and prominently foecussed in the
xikn eyes of the community, It made the native Japanese a little
more self-conseious about being of Japenese ansestry in their
dealings with the larger communlity.

The natives disllijed very much the evacuees critlelizing
Colorado's climatiec condition, as it touched upon a sore spot.
It 1s true that Colorade's elimatie condition, as far as farming

goes, 1s pretty bad when compared to Californias. The natives
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Lvacuee-Native elationships

acknowledge this, but to be constantly reminded by the evacuees

of thls situation was scwmething that annoyed them terribly,
As Bright put it:
"You lmar the Californiens talk, you'd think that
California mmmxkhs 1s the only place there is to
live."
Also 1t 1s very probably that the friection is partially
aris following
based onthe competltion/kimak the evaguees arrival in the district.,
As Mrs. John Numoto put its
"I don't know why the Japanese all go into the same type
of farming., Around here they all raise onions end
cabbage. I don't see why some of them don't go inte
some other type of farming, asraising other type of
¢crops, or wven going lnto poultry or livestock,"

"That's kg one of the reason the market is flooded
wlth onlons and the priece is so low this year,"

Mre. John Numoto and her husband raise onionef and cabbaggthemselves
and comsequently feel the competition very keenly.
Seeial Organization:

The ieseli and nisel Christians throughout the Greeley district meet
once a month for church service held at the Greeley First Methodist Church
and conducted by the issei and nisei pastor of the Denver's Calffornia
Street Nethodist Chureh. The Hoshikos and the Numotos are strong members
of this group. Ae matter of faet Bright is chairman or president of the
nisei group.

There is a Buddhist group here also, which meets about mamth once a
month with the Denver Buddhist Church issei and nisei pastor eonducting the
sorvices.

It was the comeensus of opinion of the group that there were more
Buddhiet members than Christimms in the whole community, although most of the
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Seelal Organisation:
Japanese xxadon't attendd either of the church services or meetings. There
is actually no other formal organization in the EEsupcommunity.

There ie a dance sponsored Ib:m:‘h by a group of evasuees. The
dange is held at some church hall. Many nisei attend this dance.

The Ohristian fanilies xkisk form a strong elique and vieit eash other
quite frequantly. For instance, the Hoshikos, the Numotos, and the Fped
Hisamotos, all Christians, are very close friends.

Not much is known about the Buddhist group.

There is a feeling of apathy with regard to a nisei organization in
Greeley. This is probably because prior to the war and evacuation, there
were miky only few families who lived widely apart from each other and didn't
feel any urge to form an organistion, largely because they were lost in the
¢aucasian farming community. With the coming of the evacuees there were
more frequent contacts among Japanese, and there emerged the "Kersey
Californiancs" whe hg_m sponsoring the monthly nisei danoes which attracted
thronge of nisei. However, the evacuses were very uncertain about how they
would remain here and in fact were anxious to return to the Cosdt, end
didn't feel like Joining any permanent organization.

There is a greater urge among the issei to form an organization, largely
because they cannot mix into the lagger community ae readily as the nisei
can. liowever, shide from church affiliation, there is no organization among
the iesei.

° r:

When asked what kind of recreation the nisei engaged in, the group said
mainly going to the movies or visiting. Some go bowling, but very few.
Jehn/ Numoto stated kixwau a big recreation center was really needed here
in Ureeley, for the nisei has no plesce to go.
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Older Issei Dying off:
Bright stated that the duringthe brief period he was away from Greeley

in service--this was about a year or two--about five or six of the elderly native
iesei died. He thought there was quite a bit of change in the make up of the
population.

The group mentioned quite a number of agedf issei who are just about to -
pass on from this world. One of them was an 80-year old issei bachelor.

I believe thies simply emphakisze the faet that throughout the country
the issel are agingxang repidly, and that in the matter of about 10 years
there will be very few issei, most of whom will be women.

‘Coument:

Because so much time was epent in taking a census of the number of
Japangsee families in the entire Greeley district, some pertinent points I
wanted to bring up had to be diswmissed.

The group was not especially live wire and information had to?pl.-pod
out of them. '
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John Numoto, 41 years, issel, was my constant eompanion, guid'.
and chauffeur. He loaned me his gar on a rental basis. John speaks
English with a heavy ageent, undoratamh_lt qu:lgo well, but has an
easler time speaking Japanese. He speaks very deliberately whish
typifies his slow-moving and easy going nature. He was a most
friendly and most helpful person, and is quite sommunity eonsecious,
He enjoys meeting people and is more conselous of eommunity respone
slbilities than the average Japanese farmer, The following data
'u-gathorod through various chats with him, vhile travelling sbout
from farm to farm,
Family:

Father: John; issei; 41 years; farmer, formerly steel mill worle r

Kother: Amy; nisei; native Coloradoan, about 29 Jears,

Children: Nsney, 5 years,

Jerry, 2 vears,

¥rs. N's father, sbout 80 years of age, formerly & farmer but
now retired, lives with the Ne but does no work at all. The s
were married about 7 years 2go. Wrs, N, 1s a very pleasant woman
whofpeaks English fluently and who typifies an average nisei. She
works on the farm herself, as well as caring for the two enildren.
She was born and raised in Colorado, in the Greeley distriet, and
is quite satisfied with her native state. y
dohn's Background:

John was born in Japan but wu= eamé t0 Amerlica with his
parents about 26 years ago, which 1s roughly shout 1920. IHe waa
about 15 years of age thoh. He an4 his paronts began wWorking in
'the steel mill in Pueblo, Colorado. He worked in the mill for
about 4 years, and then for the nert llyears he worked in a photo

studlio with another Japanese in imhhae Pueblo,
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John's Background (eontinued):

In 1942 he came to Greeley and began farming, and he has been here
ever since.
Relatives: _

John informed that his parent s are still in Pueblo, Colorado.
He informed his father is about 75 years and 1s =t1ll working in
the ntuxnéx steel miil in Pueblo. (This sounds ineredible.)
His younger sister, who is a nisei, works as a segretary at the
Fueblo YWCA. He informed that his parents came to Amerieca about
45 years ago. (John's memory of dates seem to be very poor, it
seemsthat John's .pnronts first came to America, snd after a few

ed
years return/to Japan for a spell and then came back to America,)

Farm condition:

John share erops about 25 acres, largely devoted to onions
and eabbage. He sd d the fifst year, 1942, he made quite a bit
of money, about $3000,00 or so. However, the following vears
he lost ﬁl of his savings and moi-o, and he stated he 1s still
trying to recoop from the loss, Last » ar (1945) he stated his
oniond erop was good, as the market was exceptionally good. Howe
ever this year the market m d weather were both very bad, and he
is hoping he can break even at least., John has an easy-going
pﬁilomhy with regardimg to operating a farm. He doesn't hg;:/::p. -’
make & big killing in one year, but is satisfied wkik if he is able
to provide food and other necessities for his family from year to
year., Following a visit to an evacuee farmer (nisel) who was
complaining ;bout not being able to make any money this year, although

this farmer made a great deal last year, John stated:
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John Numoto fauwily : , T. Yatsushimof

Farm condition: (eontinued) . -

"I'nis nisel farmer is complaining about losing one year '
and trylng to make up hla losses already., Here, I'm still
trylng to make up losses I suffered three years ago,"

Both he md his wife work onthe farm, Mprs, Ne 1s quite a
worker, Both times that I visited the N, home she was busy worke
ing on the farm. :

I saw several acres on whieh sacks uponsacks ogfghionn were
standing. John stated:

Y1 was already to send these to the market, but 1t prained
and the onlons are all wet new, so I'll have to dry them
out again, You know, when onions are wet you can very well
sell thea. You have to dry them out, These onions were
harvest soveral days ago, and as it rained I had tilted them
to dry the undsr side. Now, just when they were dry it had
to rain agd n, k

"Onion prices are very poor this year. Luast year the prices
were so high that we were irritated by the ceiling on them
placed b{ OFA. oI course, many of the farmers sold them
in the black market, so made a little more this way.
'There's no money in onions this year." _

His landlord is caucaslan. The Ns ceem to get along very

nieely with the landlord.

From all indleationa, the Ns ire far from being cconomically
well off. Their farming 1s mm& bringing them their livelihood,
but thet is sbout all, _

Other Ogeupational Interest:

Er, Hs 1z very lnterested in returning to photography as an .
oocupation some time Inthe future, He enjoyed the mmwxk 11 years
of experience with the photo studlo In Fueblo, During a visit
to the Fred Hlnamotolroaidnnce, he proudly showe' me a mounted
photograph or'}.'oldins group at th:7::=glns of ¥r, Hisamoto's
dlndht.r. Thls interest in photograph 1s probably the reason John
doesn't take his farming to0 seriously.
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el Adjfuetment: ' '

John and nis wife are staunch Christians. John is probably ome
of the more notii:yig:;:ra among the Christians,  He feels a deep
sense of obligation to the issel Christian group that meets oned
& month at the First dethodist Chureh. One night he went allthe
way to Denver along with Mr, Fred Hisamoto, to hear WNrs. Uemura,
¥ siting Japanese Christien worker from Japan.'

He knows practieally all the Japanese farmers in the distriet,
native and evacuee, and they all seem to know him, He is = 1likable
person, and is quite respeect among the Japanese. He loves to go
visiting :hllnztn:lnxl his farmer friends and talk about farm
problems or other subjeccts of interest,

He has numerous gasucasian friends in the community, espeecially
those with whom he has contacts through his farm work and markettigg.
Unece a group of caucasien farm workers came into his house as if
they max ioro part of the family, made themselves at home, and started
a friendly conversation., At the Service station where he trades
the caucasian employee came out, greeted himky by his first name,
and earried a friendly conversation with hinu

He 1s quite oommnniti enselous, espeeially with respeet to
the Japanese population. He feels there ought to be a Japanese
organization through whiech the issel and nisel ean conduet various
activities. Iie echoed Mr, Fred liisamoto's belief that the Japanese
farmers ought to have a grower's cooperative so that the fxzmsr
Japanese farmers g¢an get more from their farming., At khm Bright's
Groeery one night he suggested this:

"You know, svme nisei ought to start some recreation eenter,
The nisel can go there to bowl, play basketball, pool, and
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Soclel Adjustment: (eontinued)

"various other reecreation. This plase sure needs a place
1ike that,"

From all 1ndications fhkmwms he and his famlly seem to be
happlly adjusted in the conaunity. ills only major problem is
esonomics,

Housing:

Like all share croppers he gets his house free of Charge.
The house is old, but they are comfortably situated,
Additional notes on family:

The Numotos speal Inglish at home. Er. No had some education
in Jepan, md hardly any here inthe U.8, He 1s not an intellectual
by eny mcans, but he 1s fal:ly intelligdnt. His mind doesn't
operate very rfast, but usually very surely. He 1s not very
articulate, but he ls a very good listener.

Kith réspeet to marketing of thelr farm products, much of this
is on a dagf to day basla. That 1s to say, produce or retail
stores call him on the phone and request so much of certain farm
items. %While at Lis home one day, there was a phone call from a
prospective buyer, Memzxi¥x ¥r, N. waz on the phone, and Nre, H,
who was followling the conversatlion, kept on yelllng, "Ask him
what Ei! price 1s." If the price is too low, the farmﬂr; generally
refuse to sell as 1t would mesan loss to then, oonaiderlng the cost
of harvesting the farm erops and hauling them to the marke t,
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Accompanied by my gulde, Mr, John Numoto, I visited the

Sam Sameéshima family. They live in Kersey, Colorado, which is
strictly a farm community. The family had just finished luneh,
and a number of issei and nisel farmer friends of the family
were rol,xing in the kitechen-living room. These friends all left
when we gcamé in. They mmax were farmers who farmed near the
Sameshima farm.
Famllys

Fatherideceased about 10 years ago.
Mother: 1ssel, 55 years, doing housework for family.

Others: Son, Sam, head of family, about 29 years of age,
Dau~-in-law, Sam's wife, about 26 years of age.

Children: 2 =« 4 year old and 2 year old,

Bagkground:

Sam and his family fo merly lived in Salinas, His dad was
a farmer and he lived and worked n his farm, In 1937, however,
he went into the trucking business, ha:ling farm crops fromthe
farm to the market, and he operated a r;eot of truekes., He stated
he was making a very good income from his business up until the
tive :: ggz ::ia dﬁi{gith. evacuation he was foreced tz;i::: all
his truecks/and he stated he took a tremendous loss. On most of
his trucks he stated he only had a few more payments to make.
As an 1llustration he related how on a $2500 truck he had only
$700. more to pay, and he was forced to return the truek to the
eompany that sold the truek to him., He wasn't very bitter about
the xhakx loss, however, he showed disappointment in having to &ivo
up all these trucks. In this respeet he inquired about the evacuee
claims bill, which, 1f passed, would compensate the evacuees of some

of their losses.

-
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Background: . (eontinued)

In early 1942 he and his family voluntarily evacuated from

Selinas to Colsrado. He has been farming ever since,

Farms

Sam 1s ahnro-droPpiﬁg about 25 aeres, which are devoted largely

to onions and cabbage. Regarding his farming expoéionoo in Colorado

he stated:

"Farming during the war wasn't very bad. Last year it was
vorl good, For instance, mmk 'he price of onions was at
ceiling all R st year. In fact, the price of onions bumped
the eelling s0 hard so many times, that the farmers were
all griping. All the onion fermers made mone  last year.
Thoi;ttoo, many of them made more by selling in the black
mar ® sssese

"How, this year, the farmers all took a beating., The market
is poorest in many years. Gosh, the price of onions is= so
low, that I wish there was a floor on price as there is a
ceiling., We don't have to worry abat the ceiling price
this year,

"Not only has the market been poor, but the weather this
yemr has been bad. Some of the farmers in certain districts
were wiped out. I wasn't hit very hard, so was lucky in
this respect,”

"You know, Golorado farming is very different from California
farming, In California the farmers use big meehinery and
equipment and farm on a big seale, but here the farmers use
smaller machinery and equipment. Then, too, the California
farmer will gamble all on one erop, say lettuge in the
Salinas area, while here in Colorado a farmer just ean't
take that gamble, as you ean easily lose everything fo: the
ear.
Since I have been farming in Colorado I have learned to
farm according to farm methods here., There Xx mre good reasons
why the farmers farm the way they 4o here,"

"Parm.ng in Colorado, in general, isn't too bad.,"
Sam went into a lengthy explanation about how the share erop

basis operates., He gets 60% of the erops, while his landlord gets

40%.

Some of the detalls are: the landlord prepsres the lend,

cultivating 1t, ete.; the seed is bought on a 60-40 basisj the
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planting of the seed and cultivation & fertilizing following
planting is done by Sam, but with the use of the landl rd's
equipment snd machinery, the harvesting is done on a 60-40 basis,
ax the landlord and Smm.taking out their own share of the ecrops.
The farm machineries and hauling trucks are all owne! by the

landl 'rd and made available to Sam. Sam thinks he has an ideal
share-grop arrangement, Mr. John Nymoto, my guide and who does
share-cropping himself, was surprised mx at the unique arrange-
ment which is =“} advantageous to the tenant, more sokk than most
of the share-cropping farmers,

Beside this, Sam informed that he can grow anything he so
desires. In most cases the landlord has & say-so as towhat the
tenant farmer ought to grow, Sam thinks very highly of his lande-
lord, who, he thinks, treats him very niecely. The landlord is
caucasian, '

Regarding his future as to farming, Sam had this to say:

"I guess 1'l11l be farming in Colorado for the next row'yonrl.

It's not bad here in Colorado.

"1 went to Califo:rnia some time ago to survey farm prospects

there. Housing is =0 bad there I don't want to baeck right

now., Because of housing we just ean't go back there even if
we wanted T0e seve

"The winter here in Colorado is too cold. That's one of the

things 1 don't like about 1it."

Aside from farming his own 25 acres, he assists his landlord
on tﬁo latter's farm, getting a ntiuight wage for this work, Letely
he stated he has been working for his landlord that he hsa 1little
time to work on his own farm.

He also operates a small poultry, having about a 100 chickens
or so.
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t to C 7]

As stated previously, Sam eontemplates on remaining in Colorado
and eontinuing to farm. He and his family wants to return to Cali-
fornlia eventually, but because of the acute housing -hortagi on
the Coast, they feel it 4 unwise to return just yet., If and when
Sam returns to the Coast, he hopes to eontinmue farming, or x=
return to the trueking business, or even go into some business.

Sogisl Adjustment:
Like most of the farmers, Sam and his family has little time

for resreation or partieipating in Japanese or larger commnity

activities, He 1s a staunch Buddhist, being the president of the
Greeley YBA, They meet once a month, with Rev. Tsunoda viaiting
the groupf from Denver. '

Like most of the farmers, much of their leisure time 1is
spent in visiting their relatives and friends. During thﬁ?izilon
the malin topie of conversation among them is about thelr respective
farm conditions, which is only natural.

Sam has a host of rarnhr friends and among this gro:p hg
is happily nQJuat.d.

Family Relations:

With his father deceased, Sam is unquestionably the head of

the family., His mother is living with him, and she is willing to

follow the l:-ad of her son with respeet to returning to Csalifqrnis
or to Sam's future occupation. ZLyen if Sam's dad were living, Sam

would have the assumed tne role of nead of the family., hne is
pleasantly aggressive, very articulate and i olilgent. and appears
very capable. Sam speaks »itjauthority but he is on very shihble
terms with his wife, mother, @ 4 children, as well his prelatives,
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Relatives:

During the visit with Sam and his family, Sam's brother-in-law,
Sam Kanda, a nisei of about 80 years, dropped in on the family,
Kanda was wearing his arm;ffiz;:':nd trousers and he informed that
he had just been discharged from the army. He mmx served with the
Counter Intelligence Corps in Japan., He is married to Sam Sameshima's
sister. At present he 1s helping out on the farm, but is quite
unsettled as to what his future is to be,.

S8am has a few other relatives in Colorado.
Housing:

Sam and family livef in a comfortable farm house, which comes
free of charge with the share erop arrangement, He is happlly
situated, and thinks this 1s muoh better than returning to Cali-

fornia and be faced without a house.
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Miile travelling about with John Numoto, who acted as my
gulde aad ghauffeur, he shsred with me 1ittle tidbits on varioue
fasllies thal he knew. Ope family he apoke adout, the Toyohashi,
airagk me as Lelng uanlgue,

ihe Toyohasil, secording to Numoto, was a dig ﬁime farmer
‘la the 1u49r1$1 Valley reglon in Cslifornia, He now owns and
farms &0 acres. Xmxk Uy, T, ls thinking of going Into livestook
tuslneses, This ls a relatively unknown fleld to the fqpanono
farmers In Coloredo, «lthough a few are reported to have beun‘
engaged in livestock some time or another.

Ky guide also info. med that ¥r, Toychashi stillhas his farm
ia Iaperlal Valley, and atebtedst

"I don't know why he doesn't go baek to California,”

fhe wost amusling and unusual thing adbout the Toyohashi
family is thet they vlsit the @ypsey fortuns teller in towm
for wealher Ioregast. Jcoording 'o my gulde they plase complete
faith In the fortune Leld r's prediction and ﬁisr\sard the
officlel wea'her fo-eecast In the newspsper and over the radio.
Sy gulde added: "The funny thing, though, the fertune teller
is usually right." !

fils takes the cuke as wea'her prognortisation in Colorado
goes. I mmdmz oanly underlines the fact that weather 1s a real
problem Lo the faraer in Colorado, |

4
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My guide, John Numoto, mm this plece of inrmuu.
whieh I though: pertinent, on to me, Xaa nr.rlataxnoto, evacuse
1s3el farmer, bought 40 acres of rich fertile land for $10,000
a few yoars ago. Now he w@ ta to sell thls land for 420,000,

/ It 1z presumed that he wanbts to roturn to California,
" The lmportance of thiles ca e 1s that there were a number
. of evaguee farmers like Matsumoto who really invested Aarge sums

of money in farms in Colorado.
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Togehher with John Numoto, my 1ssel guide, I visitod the }K PS(
Roy §esaka family who 1ive in G111 (Creeley), Colorado (phone
076-R-11), The visit was made late 1n the afternoon and took
about an hour., S8ince 1t had rained that day, the whole famlly
was at home,
Family:
Father: 1ssel, 64 years, retired.
Mother: issel, 56 years, in poor health, Jjust had tooth
extracted and bleeding when we vislted.
Children: ROY, head of family, 27 years, single,
Frank, 25 years, single :
Bob, about 23 years, just discherged from army, single.
Daughter, about 21 yrs, now a WAC recelving tralning
in Minneapolils or Baltimore for assignment I1n Japan.
Roy, who is the oldest son in the family, is definitely the
head of the family. =sver since the family came out to Colorado
after evacuating the West Coast, he has managed the farm hims elf.
The question of returning to California depends on him. There's
deference shown to Roy by his younger brothers, as well as by his
parents. "hen We talked about army induction, Roy stated:

"Ygu know, I wantedd to jointhe army myself., But if
I went away no one could manage the faxm family farm,”

At this point younger brother, Frank, half-jokingly interjeeted:

"Well, what sbout me, Don& you thihk I could have managed
the farm?"”

To this Roy half-laughingly remarked:
"Oh, hell, you know youss ¢an't manage the farm."

There was a general laghter.
Talking ebout hisparents, Roy stated: "You know my parents

are old and they are not ingood health. I got to look after them

now,"

We visited with the three nisei boys in the llving room, whide
Mr. snd Mrs. Uyesaks stayed in the kitechen-dining room entertaining

a neighbor issel evaocuee farmer. Mrs, U. graclously served tea &
gookles.f She was bleeding profusely from a tooth extrastion.
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MEREESIAL.. for the early part of his life

Roy was born and raised/in Torrance, which 1= inthe Los Angeles
diatriot, His parents farmed, Beotween 1932 and early 1942 his
femily moved to Phoenix, Arizons, where they eontimmed their
farming, They were falrly successzful in farming,

Roy is quite an amlable person, rather good looking, and some-
what aggressive and artieulate. He is fairly intelligent., He
has had only high sehool education, and has been farming flor most
of his adult 1ife.

Evacuation:

In early 1942 Rby voluntarily evacuated fromArizona and came
to Colorado where he began to farm, first as a labor and then
ferming on his own. His family was evacuated to Poston genter,
Arigona; living in Bloek 15. The family left Poston and came to
Join him and his brothers in August 1943. In Arizona the family
was farming on a cash rent basis, so they 4id not lose anything
on land property. They had to sell their household furnitures and
farm equipment on which they lost somewhaf.

FParminz condition:

Roy farms 40 acres on a cash rent basi:, The landlord is a
Joe Ishii, who returned %o California. He owns his own farm equip-
ment. He ralses onlons and cabbage mafinly.

Asked about his farm conditions during the past and present,
Roy expressed great dissatisfaetion about continuing to farm here,

"The weather here is the greatest problem. Boy, if ﬁho

hail hits your farm you're wiped out for the year, I've

had three years of mh bad luck with weather,mnd this is
too much for me, I'm definitely pulling out of here,"
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Farmin: e¢n Aition: (eon' inued)

"Now you take todayhs weather. (It had rained and slseted)
Yesterday we harvest onions and had loaded them on three
trucks. The weather forecast over the radio and inthe
newspaper predicted good weather for « S0 we left our
three truek load of onlons outslide. Now the onlons are all
wet and we'll have to dry them before we markct them, I
could have easily driven the trucks under ahelters.

Doggone this Colorado weather,”

“There are some farmers who were hit by hail about throi ;
times this summer, 3Zod they wer: wiped out. I wasn't
80 hard and so was lucky."

"I'm fed up with this Colorado weather. There's no percen-
tage continuing to farm here. The first chm e¢e I have I'm
going to hit for California.”

"Then the market situation here 1sn't too good. This year
prices sre really bad,"

Return to California:
Roy definitely wants to return to California, and so does his
parents. Roy statead:

"Many of my friends who are back in California now are urging
me to return. I went out there in June this year. Housing
is bad now, so 1it's not easy just pileking up and going baeck.
If I go back I want to go into farming eventually., First

I probably will work in some jJjob and lock around for some
prospective farm areas. I don't know where I want to farm
specifically in California.

"My parents are old and my mother is not in very good health.
This Colorado weanther is bad for their health. I want to
take them out tothe Coast where it will be mueh better for
their health.."

Roy's dealre to retura to €alifo nia 1s predicé&edd largely
on his dislike for Colorado's weather and diffieult farming condi-
tions and hls coneern for hils parents health, His friends now in

California are persuading him to return.
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Fousing: g

The famlly lives in e relatively huge niesly-sonstructed
fremed house, The hovse gomes with the ferm, 2nd therefore free
of rent, Noy state? that the homge 1p really too big for theinr
famlly. One of tre rooms whiech esdjoined the living room was
practicelly bere of furnitures, Roy state? thev 414 not want to
furnieh the house too rmech, as they were not plenning to stay
here very long. Thisis definitely one of the better farm houses 4
I've visited.

Soci djugtment:

Roy and his brothers lbonlor a monthly dance at one of the
church hells in Greeley. He stated there i1s no organization now.
They merely contreset the hall, and provide the musie which is
simply recordings. Thev own a phonograrh and P.A. system which
they use at the dances., Abont 2 or 3 yeears ago, they formed an
organization called "Kersey Californians™ whieh sponsored the
monthly dances. Put since most of the evacuee farmers Promthat
region left, Roy and his brothere ximpi¥y have been carrying on
the dances annogymously. Roy stated the danee unse to peek about
200 nisel dance enthusiasts from thet reglon. Just a week ago
.beclnae of mmar a mix-up in the Aance date, there were only
about a 100 or =o people,

Roy and his brothers do not belong to any echureh, Buddhist
or Christisn, nor do they attend any services.

Roy stated there 1s a definite need for reereation for the

nisel in the region.
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Soeiel Adjustment: (eontinued)

Regarding the monthly dence, Roy informed that they now charge
%8 gents per person. They wsed to echarge sbout 25 eents formerly,
This 1s reslly a money-making proposition. They rent the hall
for only sbout $10., and having no other expense they always make
a profit. This only indicates the enterprising and aggressive
nature of Rov and his brothers,

A good deal of their time, like most of the other rnrneés,
1s spent in visiting their nisei friends nearby. When we arrive~
at the residence, Roy and his brothers and another nisei friend
were playing eards, probably poker as they had piles of matches
stagked on the card table,

Roy and his femily are living in a temporary vacuum. They
are not interested in establishing their roots into the eommunity
besause of their dodire to return to California, Despite their
unsettledness the;?:o:m to be faced with any real problem in
the ¢ommunity. They seemed to be happy in thelr own way.

Additional farm notes:

Roy informed that they hmdt operated a poultry of about
1500 chickens but sold this out early this year begause of the
high price of chicken feed,
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Together with John Humoto, my guide, we visited the Kishiyama
family. @e spent about an hour here and left around 6 p.m. as
they pere preparing to have supper. The whole time was spent
talking withthe oldest nisei, whose name was Moss I believe.
The family has a phone, 018«J11,

Family:

Father: 1ssel, about 65, very nearsighted, depressingly

quiet.

liother: 1ssel, about 55 years, mpsmixaii

Children: uNoss, about 26 years, friendly ! artieulate,

Kibel son, about 24 years,
Nisel daughter, about 17 or 18, attractive &
friendly.

¥y guide was reluctant about visiting this family when I
randomly picked 1t out. He stated that Mr, K, never says a
word when a visitor comes. Throughout our visit, Mr, K, sat

room

in the living/withfis and stared at the floor for the full hour,
brokin only by an occasional cigarette or stoking of the stove,
Of Mr. K,, my guide stated:

"¥r. K. 1s a funny guy. You know, during the war he

was goling all over and telling the people that Japan

was going to winthe war., Whenever, some of us told

him differently, he got mad as hell. FHe sure is a

fum,'o EUYeees s VEry t‘m.rmntd . o

When I asked my guide later why the kibei son didn't come
out to talk with us, John stated:

"Oh, you know, he's a kibei, He was in Japan meny

years., le can't speak inglish too well., He never

goes around with nisei. He has one good kibeli friend

who lives quite a distance from his place, but he goes

all the way to this kibel friend's place for visits."

Of the nisel son, KOss, with whom we did all our visiting,
my gulde stated:

“The nisel girls around here don't like ¥oss, you know,
I don't know why they don't like him., He's a niee guy,"
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Family: (Continued)

Koss wes very friendly to us. He 1g rather good looking,
fairly intelligent, and rather likable,

The young daughter 1s still going to high school. Fhe
was very friendily, coming in to serve uas tea,

Mrs. K. kept very much in the kitechen and hardly ecame out
intgéhe living room.

lioss appear to be acting as the head of the family, although
the father's temperamental character makes itself felt at times,
It 1s guessed that in any famlly econtroversy the father le the
final authority.

Koss, however, does the asctual managing and operating of the
farm, The father and brother assistf on the farm,

Farm:

The family livees in Greeley city, but the§r farm is located
out in the rural distriet. They farm 30 scres on a share-orop
basis. They reise mainly cabbage and onion., Thevy have done
fairly well by farming in Colorado through the war and up to
the present, Noss Informed that he had just marketted several
tons of cabbage and received $21.00 per ton, My gulde, Numoto,
was amage’ at this price, as the highest this year has been
$15,00 per ton, Moss stated he marketted about 10 tons of
cabbege just recently. MNoss stated:

"Last year we were hit by the hail and so our onion erop

was ruined. That was the year when the price of onions

was really high. BSo we lost out a great deal, However,
other than this, we have done pretty good in ferming,”
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Farm: (continued)

Moss spoke aboul the unfaverable Colorado weather, but he
dld not appar to be oo annoyed by thie, Apparently they have
adaptec themselves to the weather., It i{s also probable that
his farm has not been hit as ha:g/:i:any other farms have been,
From all indications they are contented with farming in Colorado,
and expect to gontinue farming here for some time,

Unlike most farmers, they do not live on their farm. Rather
they have bought a very niee house in the eity, and they ecommute
to the farm daily.

Housing:

The house is very comforable and large enough for the whole
family. They have a huge coal-burning stove in the living room,
it is nigely furnished. Moss stated the reason they bought a
ho::o m:iz of living on thelr farm, was because they never
knew if they will econtinue to farm ine on distriet for very long.
koving about from one farm to another g¢asuses inconvenience to
his sister in attending high sechool, as there is the usual
distriet regulations eovering what high eshool one ean enroll in.
Furchasing a house is a strong indication that the family eon-
templatés on remaining here indefinitely.

] ") nia:

koss stated thet the family definitely plams to stav here
for a few mare years at.lult. His father pr 8fers Colorado's
elizate to that of Salinas. He and others of the family feel
that 1t 1s too eold, eool, and rainy most of the year round in
Salinas. The winter here may be cold, but the summe r is very ideal

here, they feel,
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The family formerly lived in Salinas, California, where
they operated a farm. In early 1942 they voluntarily evacuated
to Colorado, where they have been sver =ince.

Soeial Adjustmert :

As previously reported Mr. K. and his kibel son are probably
not happily adjusted in the ecommnity, beeause of their pesuliar
characteristies. They probably do not mix in well with the
other Japanese farmers,

However,the family has a few friends whom they visit during
their leisure,

Asked what the nisel did xa when not working on the farms,
Moss replied that there was very little to do. One could go to
movies, There was a danee once a month., He does not attend t he
Christian chureh service, and it is not believed he attends the
Buddhist ghurch either,

He thought there was a great need for regreational facilities
for the nisei.
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Together vwith my zulde, John Numoto, we visited the Fred
Mikunl fa~fly In Pleree (Route 1), wrich is sbout 25 to 30 miles
northwest of Greeley. Ve were reslly locking for another family
(Okamotos) but my gulde couldn't loeste this famlly, and sccidente
'giiy passe ! by the ¥lkunl farm. I had met Fred klkuni, nised,
onOgtodber 13th at the nigel Cirlstlan (Methodist) ehurch gervice
held et the Greeley Fir:t Nethodlst Chureh.so knew hin slightly.

Famlly:

Fether: 1seel, about 60 years, works on farm

Mother: 1ssel, about 55 years, assists on farm,

Children: Fred, about 25 yrs, recentl. discharged from ermy.

two duugh{;s;, Ju:t b;ig; ::;2; one 1s married
an ng away Ve

Promd all !ndicaticns Pred‘acts as head of thisfamily in
preeticnlly all matters. Father is a very shy retiring man, and
@ispleyed deference to son Fred in various ways. As typical of
i1ss8d1 women, Molther Mirunl stayed in the kitechen and refused to .
eome Into the living room dther than when serving tea. She is
very shy but extremely friendly,

Background:

The farily formerly lived in Saldnas, California, They
were farm laborers working on a huge 2000 agre lettuece farm
owned and operated by a Caugasian,

They voluntarily evacuated Salinas in early 1942 and came to
Colorado. They have been farming in their present location ever
since. Xx

Fred was discharged fromthe army just recently, after havéng

gerved for over two years.

“recley, Golo ‘7# 7 7

=
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Fanily Parm:

The family farms 17 aeres on a share orop basis., The grow
mainly onions and cabbage. Their farm was hit three times by
hail this year, and consequently they lost practiecally everything
‘this year. I saw several acres of onion path, which had fresh
green tops. John Numoto, my guide, saw this also and quickly
surmised, "Oh, those onions are no good. It's still green. It
mist turn yellow before the onion can be harvested.” _

Mr, Mikuni, father, related that the reason the onions were
still green was because the hail hit their farm late in the senson
and the onions haven't had a dhln;o to mature., He stated they
;ura no good now,

From allindications this family has had a hard time ever
singe taking up farming in Colorado, They have been able to
subsist but that is sbout ell. The whole family displayed n
disappointment and pessimism with regard to farming prospects
in Colorado,.

R to Celifornia:

Fred is somewhat opposed to returning to California. He
believes that returning would only mean being thrown into the
0ld Japanese commnity and facing worse dlserimination than
elsewhere. He believes in dispersal of the nis ei throughout
the country, even at the expense of some hardship on the family.
However, he 1s very uncertain sbout his own future, whether he
wants to continue farming or go into some other kind of work,

He is toying withthe idea of going to college and taking advantage
of the GI Bill of Rights. FKe 1s interested in business, but at
present he is vori uncertsin as to the advisabllity of he going
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R ) rnias :
going to ecollege and leaving his parcnts alone, He is also uneertiin
as to what job opportunities there will be for nisei in the future.
If he deeldes to enroll at some college, he prefers to stay out
here in Colorado and not return to California. However, because
of his own personal indeeision concerning his e‘ueation, he is
all the more ungertain as to returning to California or not,

#When 1 asked father uMikuni what his desires were oonoerning
returning to Califorais, hf shyly pointed at Fred and stated in
Japanese:

"It all depends on my son, whether he wants to go back
or not,"

He refused to express his own dosiro, Aowever, through a
previous meeting with Fred, it was learned that his parents were
inelined toward returning to California

There is a great a;u of eviden~e pointing to the f act that
of those evacuees remaining in Colorado, the deeision to return
or not rest largel. with the niseli chlldren and not with the
issel parents, There is more and nor:;:;lrolianOO eXixmgs on
their nisei children in various ways. They reslize they are of
retiring age now, and must depend on their nisei children to
support them and lead them,

_This femlly will probably continue to farm in Colorado
for at least a year more, If and when the opportunity arises
the family -111‘prob-bly return to California, although son

Fred may enroll in some college in the East,
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JACL

When talking about organizations in the ecommunity, Fred
voluntarily asked:

"#hat do you think of the JACLY You know, before 1 was

in sympathy with the JACL. I thought they wére doing
a good job for the nisei. But during the war I1've heard
" 80 mugch opposition to the JACL, that I don't know where
I stand. I'm neither for nor against JACL now."
ial Adjustment:

The Kikunis are strong Christisns. The whole family attend
the monthly ehurch serviee held at the Greeley First Methodist
Church for the issel and nisel. The issel and nisel pastom of
the Denver Califo:nia Street Methodlst Chureh visit the Greeley
group to conduet the monthly servige,

As Plerce is quite gllistanee from Gpreeley (25 miles or more)
the family 1s muech more i1solated than most of the Japanese farmers
are, However, the famlly has mxnkex a car and Fred makes frequent
~ trips to Greeley to visit his nisei friends. Family visits is
the major lelisure time activity.

Fred stated there is a definite lack of recreationsl facility
for the nisei, He stated there is a monthly dance for the nisei
held at a ehureh hall, but aside fromthis there 1s hardly enything
in the way of entertainment., kiovies are popular,

Of his parents Fred stated:

"I know my parents are guite lonesome. Many of their friends

‘have gone back to California. We're pretty =k isolated from

our friends in this region.” .

Fred informd that thore is to be held a nisei veteran's

testimonial dinner in a week or so, This is in step with gimilar

affairs whieh have been held in Chicago, New York, Los Angeles,
and elsewhere,
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Tonight between 6:15 and 8330 a visit was made at the home of
Kr, Fred Hysamoto, issel farmer. Mr, John Numoto, my chauffeur and
guide, accompanied me and introduced me to the family.
¥rs., Hysamoto was busy in the kitchen preparing dinner. The
youngest daughter, June who is about 17 or 18 years, was busy pre-
p highschool
péaring herself to go to the/football geme that night, The father
xax had just returned from a strenuous day mearketing some farm
products. Sho, 20 year old now in the army, was relaxing at home
enjoying a two-week furlough which ends in two days. We were
ushered into the living-dining room and persuaded to join the
femily in dinner. We had a late lunch hsk and politely refused
but the family insisted and we ylelded. The dinner was Americen
in style and cooking. Throughout the dinner and afterwards we
had a very delightful conversation with Mr, Fred Hysamoto, family
head, doing practically all the talking and Mr, Numoto and I
interjecting a remark sporadically. Mr, H, is a jovial éharncter,
extremely articulate, and a most pleasant conversationalist. He
speaks both English and Japanese, although the latter better and
more often, and even knows some Hawaiien, He is intelligent,
witty, and greatly Americanized.
Family:
Father: M,. H.; 1issei, born in Hiroshima ken; 65 years; farmer
Mother: Mrs, H; 1ssei; about 58 years; house mother-farmerette,
Children: Son, married, living in Minneapolis; wife is white; ex-8I
Daughter, married, living in Manitou Springs, Colo;
husband operates a curio shop.
Daughter, Kuby, married to Noble Taziri Just recently,
both living in OGreeley, end working on farm,
8on, Sho, about 20 yrs; now in army,.

Danghter, about 18 years; student, or just graduated
high school.
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Visit with Fred Hysamoto family T. Yatsushiro

Family Relations:

The relationship between family members is moit congenial, with
a lot of joking and kidf@ibng tlkipg place. The father is the most
dominant figure in thoéﬁigaf;largély because of his articulate
neture and because of his joviality and likebleness, He kids a
lot with each member of the family. Once he answered the phone
and the call was for His deughter June, and he yelled out: "June,
your boy friend is on the phone,” although actually it was a girl
friend of June. When Jyne asked the father for a §1.00 for gas for
the car, the family kidded her about teking out a gang of boys and
having to pay for the gas. The day before I saw Mr, H.'s married
deughter, Kuby, embracing her dad,zmd who was just leaving for
Denver with a car full of 1ssel men and women, and saying "Hey,
Pop, so you old folks are going to town to have some fun-~-Watch
out for the women, now," '

From all indications the relationship between all femily
members 1s most amisble. This is largely because the father ls
amisble and pleasantly artiaglate. There is no guestion about the
father being the femily head. This is necessarily so now, with
three children married, and the only son in the army. OUnly a
young daughter femains with the family.

Brief Life Hystory:

M. H, went into considerable length in relating hls life
story which was most interesting. In 1906, at the age of about
21, he heard about the wonders of America through another 1ssel

in Hiroshime who had visited mm America and had returned. He

irmediately came to America. He first stopped off in Hawaii and
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Brief Life Hystory: (eontinued)

and remained here for about 17 mm ths, working first on the sugar
plantation and then working as a stable boy. He said he was paid
60 cents per day working on the plantation, and used to save gpout
$5.00 per month if he lived very consertively. Working as a stablo
boy he was able to save three time as much per month. After making
enough money for boat fare, he left Hawaii and ceme to the mainland.
He related a dramatic story of how he loaned a good sum of money

to an issei friend of his so that he too could leave Hawaii and
come to the mainland. He told how this 1isseil fiiend wept when

he was about to board the ship, and how he offered the necessary
money to this issel for the boat fare, as this iscei had only a

few dollars. VWhen they both boarded the ship, they had only
.fifteen cents between them, which was to last them until they
arrived in California, He told of how he used ten cents of dheir
entire fortune of 15 cents to bet in a garmbling game on the ship.
This ten cents brought him about $10. and they celebrated mmd by
splurging in food stuff. They were hungry as they had not eaten
for quite a spell. Arriving in California, Mr, H, worked for

about 6 months on the railrcad and on farms. He then left for
Colorado where he worked fax on the railroad. He worked in Montano
elso on the railroad. For the past 94 years he has been in Weld
County, Colorado, farming in various capacities. He has been on
his present farm for the past 13 years. He was deeply touched as
he spoke of the issel friend whom he had loaned about ¥35., as this
same 1ssel, many years later after Mr, H, was married and had © or 3

children, sent him many costly gifts as gold watches, etc. He had

refused to accept any payment on the loan, and this issei had repaid
him many times more in another vay. He was deeply touched.
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.

Mr, H's Form:

¥r, H, 1s now farming P00 acres, growing a loct of hay and other |
animal feed crOp.' He aleso grows a good deabf of cabbage, onions, and
sugar beets. He owns 170 acres, while he cash rents 80 acres. Up
until early this year he had sbout 60 cows end operated a dairy,
but when his son, Sho, entered the army early this year, he sold
all his cows exeept 16 upon the insistence of his son, Sho, He
stated, "I wish I had the cows now."

Mr. H, hires many Mexican labor %Xx on his farm.

.F.rming E.perience:

My, Nymoto, my constant gulde, told me that up until several
years ago, Mr, H., led a hard life, struggling to keep his farm
operating. However, Buring the last few years he has been very

: Japanese
successful, in fact one of the most successful/farmers in the
vhole region of Greeley.

Mr, H, actually manages and operates the farm, He does all
the marketing of the farm products now with most of his children
away from home. He told of how he has been going to Denver, 55
miles away, about ? or 3 times a week to sell his farm crops there
as he can get about §5. more per ton in Denver than in Greeley.

He told of how he got $15. per ton for cabbage in Denver. (This
doesn't sound too high, as another nisel farmer told me of how he
got $71l. per ton 1h Greeley Jjust the other day.) However, there
is no'q;oatlon that Mp, H, 18 a smart operator and generally gets
the most for his farm prodnayl. |

From all indications he is economically well established, and

probably one of the few successful farmers in the region.
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Colifornie versus Colorado farmer:
On his own volition, Mr, H. began comparing the California

and Colorado farmer. He stated:

"There is & great difference between the Colorado and the
California farmer. There 1s a big defference in their
cheracter, spirit, and motives. The California farmer is
very much like the Jew, He 13 extremély mm ey-conscious.
All he thinks about is money, money, money.... 1If he doesn't
make a huge killing in one year he is disappointed. He

1s terribly upset if hés crops are destroyed one year by
hail or bad weather., He figures he must be making money
evel‘y yelri LI L

Now you take the Colorado farmer he is different. He farms
from year to year, but he doesn't empect to make make a huge
fortune in one year. If he loses his crops this year due to
the hail or frost, ...all right he is not going to get dis-
appointed and quit farming entirely, but will hope that the
next year conditions will be better. He 1s contented to

be able to provide a living for his familly. He 1s not
money-conscious as the Cglifornian. If he can provide a
atoady income to maintain his family he 1s happy. He
doesn't expect to make a fortune overnight. You might say,
he is easy-going."

My, H, was extremely critical of the California farmer. He
acknowledged the fact that these characteristics of the Californian
are probably due to the keener competition in California and to
the higher standard of living there. He went on to say:

"The thing that the Cplifornian dislike most about Colorado
is the tremendous thunder and lightning and the unpredic-
table hail and frost. The thunder here is so loud that

the C,lifornia were frightened stiff whenever it occurred.
Of course, no one likes the hail and frost. We Coloradoans
don't like them either."

"Yes, it's true that in Cglifornia one can farm year around
while here, one can farm only during the summer season. But
I've heard that most of the Japanese farmers were just able
to provide their livelihood while they worked right through
the year. Here the farmers are Just as able to provide their
livelihood throughout the year, but they don't have to work
during the winter months. In other words, we Coloradoans are
able to enjoy about 3 ma ths vacation in the winter, and still
maintain a livelihood, while the Cglifornians who farm year
round are just barely able to maintain a livelihood without
any vacation, I don't see why the Californians think they're
better off just because they can farm year mound.
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NEED FOR A JAFANESE GROWERS COUPERATIVE

When I casually mentioned whether he thought the nisei ought
to take the leadership from now on wit h respect to the future of
the Japanese in the U,8,, Mr, H, heartily agreed and stated:

"Oh, yes, the nisei must now take the leadership. The
isseil are old now--average around 65 now--and it's up
to the nisel to take the lead. .«....

"You know, I've been thinking very seriously recently

that the Japanese farmers here ought to form some kind

of a farmer's cooperative association. Ve farmers raise
the crops, but when it comes time to sell the products

in the market we have to accept whatever price the

hekujin buyer or wholesaler offers us. Usually we get
such low prices for our farm products. The hakujin

buyer turns around and sells the product he buys from us
for double the price. «...

Now, I don't see why the Japanese farmers can't get
tOgether and market their farm products to the retallers,
eliminating the middle man. ...

The other day 1 went to the shed (where raw farm products
are bought, packed, and made ready for shipping) and there
I saw all the workers were Japanese. The operator of the
shed was & hakujin., VWhy can't the Japanese operate their
own shed. After all we raise the farm products. ....
N,w, this is vhere the nisei ought to takd a lead. They
are the only ones who c¢an go ahead and establish some
kind of cooperative association in which all the Japanese
farmers can pool their farm products and raaourcea. The
nisel can speak English well, the issei can't, and they
are better adapted to deal with the hakujin publiec.)

I don't think such a projeect can take place over night.

I don't know whether I'll live to see the day when such
an organization can be established. But I think wventually
such an organization will ke have to be established, and the
nisel must take the lead in this."

My, Numoto added his approval of such an organization and
stated:

"The trouble is that there isn't any good leader among the

issel around here, That's what we lack most. If there

were any good isseil leader I am sure we would be able
to organizef such a cooperative and do & lot more."
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Soclal Adjustment:

Mr., H, and his family attend the issel service once a mohth
held at the First Methodist Church of Greeley. Hev. Uemura or
Rev. Agamatsuma of the Denver Japanese Methodlst Church come once
a mobhbh to Greeley to conduct an issei service. The Hisamoto
family 1s quite well known to the First Methodist Church, as
Dr, McVicker, pastor, spoke of them and Informed that the children
;ttend the regular IEnglish morning service on some Sundays and that
uoﬁe of them are members.

dmong the Japanese population Kr, H, and his family are
respected highly and ere quite popular. They visit other Japanese
farm families quite frequently.

They are not very well known in the larger community nor
do they participate in larger community functions and activities,
but they feel quite "at home" in the larger community, especially
after having lived in the present location for the past 13 years,
and in Weld County for the past 24 years,

Fnpom the Japanese population atahdpoint, one cannot help but
conclude that the Hs. are very happily adjuatea.

Housing:

They have & huge two-story building which 1s very nloelj

constructed end furnished. For the present family of three, 1t

is far too big. There is no problem here.
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Salifo nia vo gus Colorado fammsers: (additional)

Mr. H. xux continuod his criticism of the California evacuee

farmores:

"Wou km w, what really got me was what the evaguee farmers
told us Colorado farmers. They said we were mxaxxy erazy
to contime farming in Colorado, that Californie was so ‘
mich @ better to place, that they wouldn't consider farming
eontinuously in Colorados I resent very much they saying
we're 'grazy' here in Colorado."™ (Mr. H. used the phrase

"pake ni shiteru.")
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Tassuo Matsuda family ‘ Ts Yatsushiro

Together with my guide, John Numoto, we visited the farm of

the Matsudas. As we drove up to the house, we saw Tatsuo Matsuda,
nisel, driving a big John Deere tractor toward us, We talked to
him and learned that his whole family and rela tives were out
topping sugar beets and harvesting cabbage. It was obvious that
they were very busy, so we spent only a brief spell talking with
Tatsuo. .
Family:

Father: 1issei

Hother: issel

Children: Tatesuo, 27 years, kibel
2 or 3 others (adults)

. Relatives;

Unecle: 1issel

Autt: issel

Children: several (adults)

Tatsuo's fa'her and his uncle are brothers, therefore bearing
the same name, Matsuda. They live together, and the household
econsists of about ten members inhll,

Fa :

The two Matsuda famlly share erop about 160 seres. About
60 aores are devoted to growing hay, about 30 aeres to .:;ts. and
the rest to pinto (dry) beans and cabbage., Hay and sugar beets
are sure erop, although the ingome i1s not very big. Tatsuo
informed that pinto beans ylelded them a good profit this year,
Cabbage wasn't bad this year. In general, thése two families
h:vo.boon doing fairly well ever since they evacuated to Colorado
in early 1942, They likeé Colorado quite well, and have no desire
to return to California at present, It is very likely that they

will establish their residenece ® rmanently here in Colorado.
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Background & tvacuationi |

.?hn two Matsuda family formerly llvok and farmed in Salinas,
California, Actually they were farm laborers in Salinas, Tatsuo
informed that his uncle was the foreman onthe 2000 aere lettuce
farm which was owned by a Caucasian and which employed many
Japanese laborers, This is the same farm that Fred Hiluni and
family (who also live in Plerce now) worked on as laborers,

Early in 1942 they voluntarily evacuate  Saglinas and came
to Colorado.

Comment:

Tatsuo left his tracktor engine going whieh made our conver-
sation very diffieult. Xs they were busy onthe farm, we didn't
feel we ought to stay too long.

From all indications this family &x group has made & nice
economic adjustment here in Colorado., They are guite =atisfied
with their farming here, and seem to like Colorado. They probsbly
will remain here,.

It 1s interesting that two related families are farming
together. It corresponds to the three related evaguee families
(one of whom is Todas) in Greeley, who are working in the same
greenhouse firm, "EVer since évacuation there has been a t endency
for related families to take up residence in the same plase, if
not doing the same work. This is a very important consideration
inthe eventual @ rmanent red dence of Japanese throughout the

eountry.
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Vieited the Masaguohi femily, who live in Eaton, near Greeley.
They were very busy harvesting cabbage. Mr, l,, issel, practically
ignored us as he trotted off to the field. Mrs, ¥,, 1ssei, had
Just returned from the fleld and v:ry kindly invited us in end
spoke to us for a few minutes, However, she frankly told us nh
they were so busy that day, that she would prefer if we came in
the evening.
Family:

Father: 1ssei, about 62 years

Mother: issei,about 55 years.

Children: two grown boys
One boy is married.

Farmings

The family is share croyping about 20 acres, growing
cabbagef and onions. They are doing fairly well, although
they are not economlcally well off, Mrs, M, stated she dis-
liked Colorado severe winter. lHowever they plan to remain in
Colorado mdotiniuiy.

'rhoy were former Colorado farmers up until about 1936, vhen
they leff because of Col rado's severe cold for Los Anghles.
For six years up until early 1942, they operate! a restaurant
and pool hall in the Japenese business distriet inlos Angeles,
They volut arily evacuated L.S, early in 1942 and returned to
their former plase of rnidon“ in Colorado., They hmwe been
farming here eover since.
Miseellaneous notes:

The Masaguchis are from Fukuoke ken. VWhen I told her I visited
Fukuoke ken after the war, she becmme terribly interested. She

stated that many of the people in this distriect were from Fukuoka
and Kumamoto kens.
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Mr. Narasaki . Yatsushire :

John ln-c_:to, my gulde,and I stopped off at a grosery store
in Greeley to pieok up some cigarettes and we ran into Mr, Naraseki
whom John knew falrly well, I was introduced to him, and we had
a short chat.

Eamily:

Mr, mmd lrs., Narasakl, both lssel, and severalchildren are
living in Greeley in the mural diltria't. They formerly lived
in Arigona end California, It is believed he voluntarily
evacuated, and further thet he was a rn;-nr.

Eresent ogoupation: |

lire No 1s share-cropping 20 acres of farm land, He growsa
largely onions, but also grows num¢rous other farm erops, as
“dai-kon”, cabbage, ete.

Beside having his farm, he operates a Japanese food ’actory
where he pilckles and cans various popular Jgpanese food., He 1s
the manufacturer of the "Denver Zuke" which is widely distributed
throughout the eountry.

dmkn My guide informed that he is economigally fairly well
established. The unlique feature in Mr, N's oeccupation is that
he grows his own food produets and operates his own pilekling snd
canning factory., This eliminates much overhead expense,

Mr. N, expressed satisfaction in his farm and factory set
up.

L 4 [}

ir, N, stated he 1s not thinking of returning to California

until his children finish high school, He stated two of t hem

are Row in high 'm‘lo
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Following my visit of Greeley (Oect 16 to 19) and on my return
trip to Denver, 1 made an overnight stop-over at Ft, Luppon.

I had a pre-arranged meeting with Nr, Kohama, evacuee farm labor
in Ft, Lupton who is working in Denver for the winter, Because

of a touech of flu I was not able to do anything the night I arrived
in Ft. Lupton (Oect 19). The next day (Sunday, O¢t 20th) I managed
to spend several hours visiting five Japanese families living in
the U.S, Department of Labor "Labor Supply Center"” (Labor eamp).

A brief report oneach family will be xmpm made.

Ft., Lupton:

Fot, Lupton is a small farm community. The 1940 U.8, census
shows the X8#& population to be 1,602, Ft. Lupton is in Weld County,
and the 1940 gensus Japanese population for Weld County was 660,

In 1940 Ft, Lupton and UGreeley were the two leading Japanese farm
communities in Weld County. During &he evacuation and resettlement
out of the genters, a sizable nub er of evacuees se'tled in Ft,
Lupton, but there are only few evacuees left now,

Sugar Beets 1s one of the leading farm crops. There is a
large sugar beet factory in town.

Ft. Lupton was hit pretty hard by hail this past summer, amd
a numb er of farmers got wiped out,

"Labor Supply Center"

The labor camp in the community is operated by the U,3, Dept.
of Labor as an aid to farmers n‘oding farm labor and as an ald to
farm labor. It is not kmewn how many individuald houses there are
in the camp, but I estimate there are between 50 to 100, Each family

surrounded
unit lives in a detached house/mkkk about half an acre of land which

ean be used to grow various vegetables,
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"Labor Supply Center"
The slze of the houses vary from l-bedroom ones to 3-bedroom ones.
Besides the bedroom there is a £/ good-sized room whiech is used
as kitechen, dining room, and living room, There is also = very
small bathroom. The framed houses are very simply construected but
are substantial. The administration buildings i!t loeated in
the gentér. It no serves as an offige, but there is a gymnasium
attached, as well as a commiseary,

The ecamp reminds me of a relocation eenter, execept that
family units live in individual houses.

The rent 1s very cheap, ra ging from $2. to §4, per week.
A one-bedroom house mm rents for §2. per week, regardless of the
size of the family. This rental includes gas, light, and water,

Economic status of labor gcamp residents:
lost of the regidents in the labor,cémp, including the

Japanese, are of the lower economiec class. Among the Japanese
families living in the camp (which number about five), they are
either farm laborers or small farm operators, with the exception
of one, kkm 5. Fortl, a young kibeli farmer who operates 160 acres
with his brother,

Lack of soeisl l1ife among Japenese in labor camp:

There 1s a definite lack of soecial life among the Japane-e
residents of the camp, Visliting eaeh other and going to Denver
occasionally are the main lelsure time activities. ZLmmxm They
seemed to be rather isolated and living from day to day., Some of
this is due to the faet that the Japanese are mainly evacuees who
are very unsettled and undecided about returning to Califo nia or

remaining here,
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A brief visit was made with the Honda family, who live in
the labor camp.
Family:

Father: 1ssei, sbout 58 years

Mother: 1issei, about 54 years

Children: 5 in all, ages ranging from 24 yrs to 4 yrs,

B ound:

The family farmed in Gardena, (near Los Angeles) California
prior to evacuation. They were evacuated to Jerome center in
Arizona., About 1943 agxkfitd4 they resettled to this area and
have been farming up tillfhis year.

Eeonomle Adjustment:

The famlly has been share-cropping on a small basis in this
area. This year they quit operating the farm, and Mr, H. has
been working as a farm labor and loafing part of the time., Ap-
parently they did not do sof well in farming on their own the past

two years, and consequently quit,

Return to California:

¥r, m 4 krs, H, are very anxious to return to California.
Howsver, because of the housing shortege in L.A. they have refrained
from returning. Consequently, kr, H, zm stated that they will
probably live and farm in Colorado for the next 2 or 5 years,
It is very likely that this family will leave for California
eventually.

The thing they like about Colorado is that during the winter
the farmer can rest, while in Califo nia a farmer has to work
year round,



Pe 1
mxex Pt, Lupton, Codo

EVACUEE FARM PAMIL. = Oect 46
Mrs., Sum ki T. Yatsushiro H05

A brief visit was made at the Suzukl home, No one was home
except Mrs., Suzuki. They occupy a 2-bedroom house in the labor
camp, paying 5. per week,
Family:

Father: deceased, issel
Mother: 1ssei, about 54 years,
Children: 6 in all
1 dughter in Chicago
1l son in Denver, working
youngest is in high sechool,

ABEREXXE . AREARLORRE X<

Bgokground: _
The family formerly lived in Sacramento, California, where
they farmed. They were evacuated to Amache ecenter in Colorado,
and in 1943 or 1944 they resettled to their present loecation
and began eperating a small farm,
tgonomic Adjustment:
The family mpm has been operating a 5-agcre farm on a share
e op basis, They Im ve been doing fairly well until this year when
the hail practically wiped them out, She 1is 00mp1.tof§:g:':.i%
year's hail which hit her farm three times and/RRMR Her ecrops,
She 1s at a loss as to whether she ought to continue farming here
in Colorado. Aside from the weather factor, her unsettledness
about her eeconomiec future is due Xmx partially #io her indecision
about staying here or returning to California, or even going out

to Chicago where her daughter is working and living,
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Return to Californias

She wants to return to California very badly, Los aAngeles in
particular. But because of the eritical housing shortage in Los
Angeles, she is fearful of going there now. She informed that
her daughter in Chicago has been writing her to come out to
Chicago to live with her, but she is not sure whether she wants
to do this or not. Her sons are undeecided sbout whether they
ought to return to Califo.nia or remain here or even go out East,
She is very unsettle- here, and believes that they must deeide
soon where they wamt to live on a permanent basis, This is her
paramount goncern at the present time,

Soelal Adjustment:

Because of their unsettledness they have not been sble to
make any kind of happy adjustment to the comeunity, The family
is somewhat split up with a daughter in Chicago and a son in
Denver. Theirs is a "make-shift" adjustment as they had no
intentlion of living in Colorado permanently and hxximg have been

living in a state of temporariness.
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8, Horil T, Yatsushire

Made s very brief vislt to the Horfi family., This household
eonsists of Mr, and M¥rs. Horil, both/kibei, mmi their young ehild,
and lir, Horii's aged father who is now retiredd
Bae ound

They formerly farmed in Santa Ana, California, and did fairly
well in farming. They evacuated to Poaston center, Arizona and
1ived in Bloek 5. (KEnows George Yamaguechi, friend of mine)

They left camp in early 1944 and came to Ft. Lupton to farm.
Economle Adjustment:

At present Mr, H, and his kibel brother are operating a
160 farm ogla share crop basis, They have sugar beets and other
farm erops.

#ux Up untll thiés year they have been doing fairly well,
but this year wasn't too good. However, lr. H. seemed fairly
satisfied with his present farm, and it isvery likely that he
will continue to farm here.

His farm is located in Keenesburg, which is about 12 miles
northeast of Ft. Lupton. He commmutes to his farm from his home
dally.

Housing:

The He family live in a one-bedroom house in the labor camp.
The house is nicely furnished and showed evidences of a happily
settled family.

Return to Celifornia:
Mr, H,, who is head of the family, 1s not too anxious to

return to California, or at least he is not desperate about returnigg.

For one thing the housing snd living eonditions in L.A. are unfavorable-:
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turn to Calif 1 (econtinued)
Very probably this family will continue to live and farm here

¥

tn Colorado for a few years more, if not indefinitely,
Soelal Adjustment:

Mps, H, 1s a Christian, and i1t is believed that her husband
is also. They do a lot of visiting with friends, and on frequently
visit Denver in their leisure, as Denver is only 26 mlles away.
Mr, H, stated that there isn't much else to do in Pt. Lupton as
the town is so small.

As both Mr. and Mps, H. are kibei, they speak Japanese to
each other. MNr, H's father is retired and comes to live with
the Hs at tim s, while at other times lives with Nr, FH's brother,
He was playing with the little ehild out in the lawn when visit
was made,

All of them appeared to be quite happy in their present
situation.
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Visited with Mr. K., Kohame snd his family, who live in the
labor camp, house /40. Mr, Kohama 1s a Hawailan-nisei, but he
looks very much like an issei. Mrs, K. is strietly an issei,
speaking Japanese exelusively and very seldom,

M— 0;‘;41“

Father: “nisei, about 50 years, farm labor all his life.

Mother: "1ssei, about 46 years, housemother

Children: Harry, ex-GI, about 24, now working in Denver,

Bob, ex-@§I, about 22, lived and work in Denver
up until reecently, now attending chick-sexing
sehool in Georgla.

George, 3I, about 20, now stationed in Japan,

Alice, about 18, married to Hiddo ¥Wada; both
living in Crawley, near Rocky Ford, So., Colorado.
Farm labor.

Daughter, Jane, about 10, grade sehool

Son, about 2 yrs.

This family has been underoing some drastic changes ever
since evacuation., Two sons served in the army for about two years,
and upontheir discharge they took up their residence in Denver,
Another gon is still in the army and serving in Japan. Daughter Al&ce
was married about a year ago, when she was hardly 17. This lecaves
the two youngest children and the pmrents who are living as a unit.
Meomminxx Seginning a few weeks ago, even the father has found
employméent in Denver as a restaurant cook and therefore lives in
Denver during the week, and gm spends the weekend with his family,
Housing:

The family is living in a one-bedroom house, whiech 1s inadequabe
for the present household of four. The two boys who worke’ and
lived in Denver, and occasicnally on weekends they visit with the
family. On these occasions, the house is so erowded that they
have to improvise beds in the kitchen~-dining room., It is partially

due to this that the two boys are reluctant to visit their family.
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Housing: (continued)
Mr. K, stated that he has been trying to get a twbedroom or

three-bedroom house, but so far he has been unsussssful. However,
the weekly rent is only $2. and this seem to compensate for the
disagreeable side of their housing.

W

(See case study report on Harry and Bob Kohams.)

The family lived in Winters, Californis, which is in the Sacramento
Valley. ir. K« and the older boys worked as farm laborers, prior to the war.
They evacubbed to Mercedes Assembly Center in May, 1942; relocated to Granada
(Amache ) Center. The family resettled in Pt. Lupton in early 1945.

Economic Adjustment:

Prior to the war as the large family of children were young, and as
Mr. K+ worked merely as a farm laborer, the family etruggled considerably
to eke out a living. With the two older boys working now, besides Mr. K,,
and only two dependent children at home, the family is on much sounder
economic !‘ootin:/h::ny ever were.

weeks

Since leaving camp and up until a few/mumkhs ago, Mr. K. worked as a
farm laborer. As such he has been able to earn a fair income, but certainly
he would not have been able to provide for his whole family (8 in all) through
the income of his own ilbor- Farn ke laborers only get about 65 cents per
hour in Colorado, although some may earn more tn a contract basis. However,
beginning early this year, son Bob returned from the army and began supplement-
ing the family's income. Then in the summer of tiis year, son Harry returned
from the army and further supplemented the family's income. Son George, who
is now ix serving as an ocecupation troop in Japan, has been in service for lese

than a year nows Prior to his industion he worked for about a year as a farm
laborer, like his dad.
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Eoonomic Adjustment:
mou-qermmumn.mammummwm

- sumur hail there was little work for farm laborers. Consequently, beginning
_omnlmnap. Mr. x.mto Denver and has found employment as cook in
a fairly nice caucasian restaurant. I believe he does dish-washing slso.

Mr. K. didn't state what he earns, but it is guessed that he mx earns about
§50. or $35. per week. He lives and works in Denver 6 daye in a week, and he
spends Saturday night and Sunday with his family.

Son, &. has just left for Georgia where he is planning to attend the
chick~sexing school, which %m will take about two months to compdete. When he
completes the sechool, the expense of which'i.t béing paid under the GI Bill of
‘Righte, Bob informed that he will be guaranteed at least $1500 during the chick~
sexing season. The season lasts only 5 or 6 months, beginning about im the
spring of the year.

When Bob begins working as a chick-sexer and with ¥r. K. and son Harry
all working, the family will be earning a sizable monthly income, probably
around $400. to §500. per month. With thakr house rent only §2. per week,
and with only two dependent children snd Mrs. K. not working, the family will
be on firm economic fobting ae they never have been before. Eyen now with
a son in the army, eanother son in the chick-sexing school kmim having all his
school expenses paid through the GI Bill of Rights, and Mr. K. and som Harry
working the family ies faring very g-u-rumny.

to i 3

The family is very indifferent toward returning to California. For ome thing
thyy bhave nothing to return to, owning nc property. When asked, Mr. K. stated
it all depended on his sons' wishee. The sons and the family in generally seem
to like Colorado, albbough Mr. K. spoke disparagingly of this year's weather,
and will probably continue to reside hers indefinitely.
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Soeial Adjustment:

(Some of this is covered in the case study report on Harry & Bob Kohama).

The whole family ie by nature very shy and reserve. Mrs. K. hardly seid
a word to me during the whole visit, although she was very friendly. The whole
family is extremely friendly, but it is very diffiecult to get them talking about
anything. When questioned about certain mbjoatt,'thty would answer "yes" or
"no" and mot elaborate any further. The ten-year old daughter was thed only
member who impressed me as having some aggressiveness and ability to cxpnic
herself without reserve. Because of this the family has been somewhat of a
"social recluse” with respect to participating in community activities. They
have & limited number of Japanese family friends, mi and hardly any caucasian
friends. They do some visiting withf friends, but very little. The two sons,
Harry and Bob, spend most of their leisure time going to movies, which they
enjoy very much. Mr. K. hae little smkmkiz interest, outside that of hie job
and his family.

The family ie neither strong Christians or Duddhist. The ten-year old
daughter Jane & informed that she is a Seventh-Adventist and the nisei Seventh-
Adventist minister very well. (I can't remember his name just now.) Apparently
she is very active in the Sunday School work.

The family, especially parents, were probably Buddhiste some time ago,
but the children seem to express a preference for Christianity. Whkle in
Denver meither 3ob or Harry ever attended the Buddhist church services, but
on one occafion Harry attended the Christian group meeting at the Brotherhood
House.

The K are probably not very radiecally different from the bulk of the
Japanese population inDenver or Colorado with respeet to their indifference
toward joining organizations or participating in the various community mctivities.
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At dinner tonight at ke Pred's Cafe, located on Larimer 8t.,
I ranf into Hitoshige Okabe, a kibei of about 28 years, whom I
had imown in Foston eenter. We had a pleasant chat of abeut an
hour, reminiseing about Foston days, and swapping stories of our
respestive experiences.
Family:

Father: 1ssel now in Japan, about 60 years,
Mother: 1ssel, living in New York at present, about 55 years.

Children: So/, Hitoshige, single, kibei, 28 years,
Daughter, about 25 years, living with mother in
New York, interested in attending musie sechool,

Background:
in 1919

Sam informed that he went to Japan/when he was about 2 years
of age, and remained in Japean until 1936, when he returned to the
U.8, He was born in Southern California., He and his family lived
in the Los Angeles distriet for many years. Beginning in the early
19208 his father began his own trucktng'buainon-, as well as mAgaxtmgx
im speculating in the farm market., fils father bullt his business
up‘until he had o fleet of 8 trucks which were kept busy almost
year around, From all lndlgationn it appeare that they had a
good inecome-producing tusiness.

ERxXSSGxwnen
While in Japan Hitoshige was able to complete better than

high sehool education. He has exgellent ecomrand qr Japanese, as
well as English. Returning to the U.S. 1inl936 he was a total
stranger to Ameriea, as he had very little knowledge of English,
However, he was able to plek up English by going to school and
otherwise, until now he lpinkl anliah as well as any nigei,
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Background: (eontinued)

Upon roturning to UsS, he immediately began learning his
r.tn-é'a trade of trueking and speculating in the farm mapket.

By 1939 he was o0ld enough and had mastered his fathees trade that
his father left kim for Japan, leaving him as owner and operator
of i!’ business,

The trucking business is simply this. For instanece, Kltonhigi
hauled apricots from Central Cal. to Southern Cal. The apricots
were hauled on to his trucks at the farm and they were teken to
- a cannery, He also hauled tomatoes, from the farm to the cannery,
S0, by and large, his trucking business was eontracted by the
canneries who had eontracts with various farmers.

With regard to speculating in the -farm market it involved
the outright purchase of & certaln acreage of farm erops from the
farmer. The purchase 1s really a gamble, as kkxkxxmmiim the price
pald the farmer is made on the basis that the m:;:::ﬁf::dtgzt..
particular farm erop will be good when it 1s ready for harvesting
end marketing, Hitoshige informed that in 1940 he took a gamble
on lettuce and lost {4000 in one spesulation,

He stated he visited Japan in 1940 for a short while, His
father who had returned to Japan in 1939 ecmtinued to remain
there up until the present.

He operated the trueking business, which was in his name,

@ d speculated in the farm market up tntil the time of eveenation.
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~Evaguation losses:
Hitoshige informed that he lost heavily when he had to evacuage.

He was foreed to sell all his 8 trucks, on which he had only a
few more pg ments to make, as well as other £m passanger cars at
a ridieulously low price. He stated:

"Boy, I sure took a beating. trucks were almost all
paid for, and they were still/Very good eondition,
Then I had 32 brend new tires for my truck. Ged, I
gould have made a fortune if I hung on to them and
sold them a year after evacuation. But I practically
gave away the tires for the money I got for them,

"I sold my house too. At that time, you know, I eouldn't
find any buyer. I had te hunt all around and prectically
beg the people to buy my house. 60 I had to sell the
house for a very low priee., Gosh, I wish I hadn't sold
my house now. If I had my house yet, I would go back to
Los Angeles immediately.

"I had to sell my 1940 Oldsmobile., You know what I sold
it for--§500.00 God, I wish I hadn't sold it then.

You know, when 1 was in New York in 1944 I wanted X»

a car badly, so I looked in the news ad section and found
a 1940 Oldmobile ecar priced at §1300. ¥ind you this was

& four year old car, whereas mine was enl; two year old
when I sold it. Doggone, it mekes me siek.,"

The only thing that Hitoshige was able to salfvage from his
pre-war possessions and property were some household furnltures
whieh he had sent to !2‘5!!&: after he left camp in February
1944,

Evaguation and Felocation:

Hitoshige, his mother, and sister were all evacuated to

( Imperial Valley ppople)
Poston genter in Arigona, He first lived in Bloek EQ/ then moved

to 15 (Arizona people)? and finally to Bloeck 21, For most of the
time he was in camp he served as Housing chief under Miss Nell
Findley. Hitoghige succeeded Mits Kaneko in this housing job.
(Mits is also in Denver.)



P 4

s mver
KIBEI SHED WORKER 2l Oot 46
Talk with Hitoghlge Ukabe T. Yatsushiro

Eyacuation and feloed ifon:_ (continued)

He remained in roston eenter from lay 1942 until February
1944, He was onthe "stop list"” in camp and was not able to ¥ ave
until that late date. He expressed some bitterness at being placed
on the “stop lis=t", explaining that his long stay in Japen was
probably the reason for this. He spent 17 years of his youthhood
in Jepan, ﬁd this is probably the reason.

Hitoshige is a bosom pal of Bob Hashima, who is another kibei
who worked for Dr, Leighton 1# Fgston. There is much data on
Hitoshige's activitlies in camp XEMESH}YN that can be gathered
through WRA regcords and Dr, Leighton and from my own lkm wledge,
but for the present this will suffice.

In February 1944 Hitoshige left Poston and went direet to
New York eity, There he worked as a dairy vorkor} delivering
milk., He worked here for about nine months or so and headed rof
Denver. Upon arriving in Denver he ealled his family out from
ecamp., He was sueccessful in finding a house in the present Japanese
residential dlstrict. H1is hunt for a house was rather interesting,
He stated he looked high and low and finally locate” a vacant
house. There was no sign or name of the owner, so he went to the
City Hall and went through the municipal ree rds tn an effort to
locate the owner of the house. He was successful inthis and
inwe dlately went to see the ecaucasian owner. The owner, ascording
to Hitoshige is a wealthy retired person and was least interested
in renting the house to eny one. However, Hitoshige was able to
persuade him to rent the house. The family lived in this house
for over ; year up until two months ago, when the mother and
daughter left for New York,
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Relocation: (eontinued)
Hitoshige's sister and mother left for New York and his gister
is interested in enrolling at some music school there, Upon
thelr departure Hitoshige took up residence at the Miyako liotel
(1943 Larimer Street) where he has been livirg ever singe.
He has a nice ©zy room for which he pays §4. per week rent.
Occupation:
As previously mentioned he first worked mmxx in xhz 4 dairy
and delivered milk in New York. Coming to Denver in early 1945
he began working with a ski manufacturing conecern in the eity.
fle stated he worked here for over 9 months after whieh he was
released because of business slack, Then he began working at
thi shed, where he has been working ever singce, He has been
a shed worker for little less than a year.
Hitoshige info:rmed that the four blggest shed and produce
firms were Lynch, Hartnet, Roeky Mountain, and "estern. There
are numerous he info:med, but the big four practically monopolized
the produce business. He explained what the work involves in the
shed and the produce firms. (This is explained in other reports)
When asked what he thought about hig present job he stated:
"Ah, waste time., There's no future in 1t., I want to get
out of it as soon as I can., I told my boss I was going to
auit. lile wanta me to l;:Z-
1 applied for eivil servige onpqunqat in Japan about two
months ago, but to date I haven'tﬁﬁh{thing fron Wagéh ington,
1 want to go to Japan as an interpreter or a translator,
I Just hate translation, but I guess that's the only way
I ean get to Japan,

You see, liy dad is still in Japan, mnd I want to see him
-11’11,0
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Ogcupations: (eontinued)
Hitoshige 1s thinking very seriously about what k¥ nd of work
he ought to go into, Of -mx prospects he stated:

"I want to study a little in boockeeping end aeccounting.
esssBut thereix isn't much money in straight bookkeepirng ."

"In New York I studied at Columbia University and took

an pg:s:gln:%“mnagomt for a semeater or =o0.

When I visited Il oshige in his room at Miyako HotJol, he
showed me the textbook for the pornoﬁmi management course he
::2: at Columbia U.

In 1945 after he came to Denver from New York he took a
speeial night course at Denver University in radio broadecasting.
Asked if he were interested in this he stated: "Oh, no, I was
just fooling around." ’

While visiting together with Bob Nishimura, Hitoshige's
kibel friend who has 2 lunch eounter at the Pub's Bar at Y927
15 Street, Hitoshige and Bob talke? with great interest about
getting connected withsome big import-export firm in Japan. This
is one of the big reasions Hitoshige is interested in going to
Japan. He stated to Bob: "You know, ail the kibeis who are
going to Japan as eivil service employees are golng theee with
the idea of getting conm ctédf with some big impart-export firm
in Japan." He continued: "I don't know about the nisel eivil
service employee, but I'm sure about the kibei,"

It appears that Hitoshige is deeply interested in begoming
a personnel manager of some big import-export firm in Japan. FHe
has gcommand of both Japanese and English, and he has had some
experlence 1in Foston in administret ion.

-
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Social Adjustment:

Asked wnhat he did when not working, he stated:

"I went bowllng a few times but I don't gare for it, I
guess movies is the only thing."

Asked what the nisei and kibel in general did in the leisure
time, he stated:

"Most of them go to Gathay Post.....You know, they gamble
there. cee were

“Inis (Fred's Pool Hall and Cafe where wef dining together)
place is a popular place for kibei to hang out, Many of
the culek sexers hang around here, sating, sleeping, and
playing pool. ' You see, Fred, owner of the place, is a
eilck sexer himself, So during the off season, all his
cheeck sexer friends hang around his place. Fred has rooms
for rent upstairs, and then he has this eating place in
the front and the pool hall in the back. All he needs
is a gambling joint and 1t will be perfeect."
"There's not much reereation for the nisel here in this
town. That's why so many of them mx have left or are
leaving. This town is waste time.,"

Asked if there were any Japanese organizations here in town,

he stated:

"I guess the JACL is the only one. I don't know of
any other.”

Hitoshlge is strongly opposed to JACL, although he didn't
say so direetly. In his conversation with Bob Nishimura, a kibei
friend of his, They spoke very disparagingly of the JACL, Bob
was one of 101 defendents (all nisei) who were fined 1 cents each
for failing to report for induetion while inFoston by the Arizona
Court. (A special report on Bob will be written.)

Hito... 1s far from mmpxk being happily adjusted in Denver,
For one thing, he definitely does not want to remain in Denver for
very long. He staled: "If I had gbhanee I would leave for Los
Angeles imumediately. This place is waste time."
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Soelal Adjustment: (continued)

His religious is believed to be Budddish, but he is not a
zenb er of any church nor does he attend any echureh service. While
wallking through the center of town, a Salvation Army woman worker
handed him a plece of literature which was titled "Way to Heawen",
He looked at 1t and eracked,f/ "I don't want to read about how to

get to heaven; I want to read about how to go to hell,"”

Relatlons with Nisel:

When talking about nisel activities and organizations in the
eity, Hitoahige voluntarily stated with a serious look on his faece,

"You know I just can't get along with the jun-nisei (pure
ni'.i) " '

Aske” why this was s0, he iontinuod:

nee
"I don't know why. I guess we kibei just can't/am eye to
eye with the pure nisel on many things., We're just dif-
ferent, I don't know," "We think differently and xm
by nature we're different.”

This 1s one of the reasons why he is strongly opposed to the

JACL, as JACL 1s composed largely of the pure nisei,

Farming frospsets in Colorado:

Of farming prospects in Colorado he stateds:

"Farming here is waste time., The weather isbad here., It
hails =0 often in ‘he summer, the fammer is easily wiped
out, Then the market is bad. The farmer here hasn't got
change. He farms and harvest his erops, but he ean't sell
anything until the shipper ealls him up on the phone and
requests certain farm products. Thé shipper won't order
anych.ng fromff the farmer until he gets orders from pros-
pective buyers in or out of the state, BEven if the s ipper
gets orders from buyers, he won't buy anything from the
farmer if he can't make a reasonable profit from the deal,
The farmer here is holding the bag. He's at the merey of
the shipper,

"Now out in Cslifornia, farming is entirely different, The
farmer bs sure to sell his products. There's a bigger market
demand there. Buyers bid for the farmer's produce. "
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fhed Vorkers & populationy

Hitoshige believes that 1945 was the peak year as far ag

total number of Jepanese shed workees. At the peak he belileves
Shere were close to 700 Japanese working 1n the sheds of produce,
He feels there are less than 300 who were employed this past
season. He stated most of the workers inthe past mmd present
were qlnglo nisel men or women, moat1§ men. He pointed to this
year's drop 1n explaining that Denver mmm Japanese pop:lation was
largely single nlsel males last year. He still thinks thet good
part of the Japanese pOpulutlon’;: single nisei., However, he
thinks the bulk of the population now remaining in Denver are
family cases, many of whom are not able to leave for the West
Coast because of family tles.  He stated the 1l.nger the familles
remaln here, the more difficult it will be for them to move to
the Coast. le explained that RkEk with » ngth of stay here the
family cash resources will become so depreciated that they will
be unable to leave solely because of lack of ecash to finange their
transportation to Calirorn;a.

During the peak of 1945 he stated that in most of the big
sheds, practically all the workers were Japanese labor, This year
he atategﬁizir of the workers ard Japanese and the other half

lexiecan,
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Nisei Puture and Prejudices
Commenting on the present and future prospects of the nisel in America
Okabe had this to say (voluntarily): '
"You know I don't know why the Japanese glwaye stick together among
. themselves, Now you take Denver. UWhy is/that all of the Japanese
businesses are located in the Larimer district. Surely, there ought
to be some nisei who mm should be able to establish businese in the
better hakujin business district.”
"] don't think the Japanese in America ies ever going to invade the
halkujin business distriect. They are always going to be pmhod into
their own distriet and kept out of the hakujin distriet.”
Okabey went on to explain how some of thie clustering into one district
was the fault of the munieipal gov't and the communitys: KmxmtaisdxkExkmnax
"] know a nisei who set up a fruit stand very close to the Safeway

matket in a good mam!o-uxu. Pretty soon, there were
two other fruitxmaxksk his. Then the Foliee Department

came in and put up "No Parking' signe right in front of this nisei's

fruit stand, but didn't put any eigne in front of the two hakujin

fruit etand. The city was trying to run this nisei out of business.

But this nisei refused to be chased out and continued his businees.

He ip making very goods eeecsssThe reason is that he knows how to

display his fruit. That makes a lot of difference, you know. The

customers would m.f.unny trade at the fruit stand which has a nicer
di.plly of fruit."

Oxabe ie extremely sensitive to prejudice and diserimination. He ie
the type that will eall the slightest remark or behavior of the caucasian
as digerimintdion against the Japaneee.

The jiibei Dilemmas

Okabe probably typifies the Kibei dilYemma. They want to live in the

Us9e but they think America will always disoriminate against Japanese and
therefore there is no future here for them. They also want to liveax and
work in Japan, but they are uncertain as to the attitude of the Japanese
in Japan toward any nisei or kibei from America. Having learnedf that I
hdd toured Japan immddiately following the war in 1945, one of the first
questions he asked me was: "How did the Japanese treat you over therei"

I replied frankly that they were extremely friendly and cooperative. He seemed
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fhe Kibei Dilemma (eontinued):
rather skeptical of this. ,

Duringthe war, especially while he was in camp, he Rtf tried his best
to do nothing that might be construed as working against the interest of
Japan. This was leggely predicated on the belief that Japan would win the
war. There ie little question that his sympathiee were with Japan, although
there is very little khxk overt evidence that can be pointed out as proof.
For example, about the middle of 1943, while he wae serving as Housing chief
under Miss Nell I'indh.:. Mies Findley ealled him into her office one day
and told him that there was a good job as Jepmmese language instructor at the
Us of Qolorado at Soulder. This is the way Okabe related the story:

"Miss Findley showed me a pencil written recommendation she had
prepared for me. 1 told her that I wae interested in the job.
She got mad, add tore up the recommendation and threw it in the

wabte basket right in front of mee ecececes

"That was the biggest mistake I made. I should have taken the

i:::.ror I could easily have gotten a civil service job in Japan

Like most of the dyed-in-the-wool kibei, Okabe was convinced that
'apan would win the war, in which ease it would be much better for him
if he didn't participate in any mgx activity whibh might serve against the
interest of Japan. e could then claim Japan as his country, rencunce hie
UeSe eclitigenship, and in all probability return to Japan to live.

Now the war is over, and the Aliies, not Japan, are the victors.

They realfgze the sorry predicameant the Japanese nation is in, economisally, ;
socially, and politically. They would like to visit Zpam dapan, maibky to
visit their relatives, but they want to be sure they go se American citizens
#o they will be eligible to return to this country.

They are social misfite either here in the U.8. or in Japan. In Japan
they will not be accepted completely because of their mxk% pettial Americani-

zation. Their heart is with Japan, but Americe's greaterf economic opportumities
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appedls to them, especially now with Japan suffering economically and every
other way. Sociologically, one might say that the Kibei is a ﬂ.um
a country.
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On the invitation of Rev. K. Sasaki, nisel pastor of the
Celifornis St. Commnity Kethodist Chureh (Jzpanese), I trsvelled
with him to Littleton, 10 miles south of Denver eity, to attend
the nisei Christien group meeting. Littleton 1s Just within the
southern periphery of Denver metropolis., It 1s strietly a
emallfe farm community.
ittlet e vlation
It was learned that at present there are 12 native Japanese
families and 2 evacuee famllies, all farmers, The native popula-
tion hasn't & anged much, but at the height of evacuation and
resettlement program, there were wme over ﬂ evacuece families
farming in the community. All of the evacuees have left for
California now wi'h the exception of Xkm two families, The natives
aro a:inly Okinttma, who have been looked down upon in .Tap_nn in the past
The group isformally organized with standing officers. The
president 1s Mr. Salken Nakayema., Present at tonight's meeting
were 12 nisei, 8 men and 4 women. They were all between the ages
of 21 and 27. The meeting 'linhﬁwti.hg:. three-story building,
which looks more like an mclient castle. Rev. Sasaki informed that
the bullding is now owned by a Japanese family. Woast of the rooms
in the house are vacant, =Heév, Sasakl Adidn't know mhxk for what
purpose the building wasused as formerly. It is very probably that
it was a dormitory whieh housed farm laborers.
Rev. Sasaki stated that up to recently the group met at the
caucasian Methodist church inthe commnity. The group meets twlge
a month, 2nd and 4th Tuesday. There are about 20 members now.

During the war years when the evacuees were still here, Rev, Sask 1
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Christian Group:

informed that the meetings were attended by large numbers of nisei.
On special occasions us parties, about 70 to 80 nisei attended.
Those mxpsxx attending tonight appeared to be the nueleus of the
group. Ihe group knew each other very well, and there max existed
a very congenial astmosghere,

Order of Frogram:

The group was suppose to have met at eight, but 1t was about
nine before the meeting got underway. There was a songfest
following by a devotional serviee during which Rev, Sasaki delivered
a sermon., Frollowing this I was introduced and I conducted a
half-hour discussion mf on "Segregated Nisel Churech". This
was follow:d by a £x refreshment period.

Beed for 3egre:ated Nysei Churehn:

In the short time I had I thought this was a subject of
interest to our study and worth exploiting. There was a fairly
lively discussion on this. The consensuz of opinion wasthat there
was still a need for segregated mizmt churchs among nisei Christians
Some of the comments were:

Male: "Certalinly there is a need for segregated churches for
issel who don't speak English., I uupgoao ir have
segregated churches for issei, it would be natural for
the nisei to have one,"

Female: "It all depends on one's environment, doesn't it? For
instanee I used to live in a hakujin eommuni'y in Nebraska.
iy friends were mostly hakujins and naturally I went to
their chureh., But since I've come to live here, most of
my friends have been nisel and somehow I would feel out
of plaece if I tried to become a member of a hakujin ehureh.
In Nebraska it didn't seem s'range to me at all to belong
to akx hakujin chureh as I associated with the hakujins.
Here 1 feel more at ease if I attended a nisel church as

most of my friends are nisei."
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Need for Segregeted Nisel churgh:

Rev. Sesakl: "I am not worrled about the effects of the segregated
nisei chureh. I think mkXkx time will take care of that.
1 think there is a definlite need for maintalning a segre-
gated niseli church. If there weren't any segregst ed
cnurcheg, how are you golng to reach the shy and indif-
ferent nisei. They certainly are not going to join
& hakujin church and feel happy. The nisel church is
a stepping stone to joining an establishe’ hakujin chureh,
Sure, 1f there are nlsel who pr efer to join a hakujin
"ehureh, by all means they should., But to the others who
do not wish to join a hakujin chureh, the nisel churech 1=
necessary.

"Begregated churches are not all bad., A4 least éhe nisel
feels mueh more at ease in his own group, It has been
the training ground for many niseil leaders. You take,
Yoshiko Ariki, now. I'm sure that in part it was duve to
ez the opportunity the niseli cechurch provided to train
herself as a leader that she 1s such an active leader
inthe sommunity now,

"I think we must make sclear distinotion between
Americanization and Christianity. Christianity has a
message to convey and shission to perform. It doesn't
make any difference if this done through a segregated
group or gmixed group, If it can make people more
Christ-like then whether there are scgregated churches or
mixed churches is immateriel. I believe that Christianity
supersedes the problem of Americanization, "

Beounomic Situation:

Most of the farmers (Japanese) here are small farmers, operatipgd
an average of about 20 aeres on a share cfop or cash rent basis, and
uging family labor mainly. None of them can be called wealthy
farmers. The  are farmers whokx have been gettling along from
year to year, Cabbage and onions are the main crops., One nisel
(native) eomplained that the price of onions this year--40 cet s
per 50 lbs--was hardly worth harvesting the erop. The sack cost
16 cents and other expenses amount to 15 to 20 eents, and there
is hardly any profit selling onions at the present price, Ile in-

formed that last year and the year before the price was very good,
$2.15 per 50 1b sack in the market, and $5.50 per sack black market.
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Two Evecuee families:

The two remaining evacuee families are the Hayashibara of
Washington State and the Tashiros of Central California, &iro
Hayashibare and Shig and Yesuko Tashiro were present, They are
farming very moderately here in Littleton and have been doling
fairly well up until this year when the market kmz turned for
the worse., They seem to like Colorado and have made a fair
economic adjustment here, They were farmers prior to the war,
They get along withthe natives very well. They have no Intentions
of returning to the West Coast, and they will probably remain
here indcfinitely.

Native Famidy leaving for Los Angeles:

The group president, Salken Nakayema, informed *hat he md
his family are leaving for Los Angeles very shortly. The main
reason is that his dad is 0ld now and doesn't want to continue
farming. They just bought an apartment house in L.&A. and hope
to operate this as a business, Thie family leaving for L.A. is
partially attributed to the influence of the evacuees. !HOwever,
even before the war, especially in the 19308, a large number of
Colorado Japanese left to take up permanent residence in Californ)
specifically LosAnghles,

Social Adjustment:

The Japanese families in this area stick to themselves very
mich. Aside from the echureh group meetings, the nisel end issei
vl sit Denver very often to spend their leisure time, ms Denver is

so close by.



