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9/L/L6

YATSUSHIRO'S DAILY REPORTS FROM DENVER AREA #

omqm\nrwmwg

K B B

Subject
Interracial Housing Project (FOR)
Social Organization JACL -Interview with Min Yasui
Backgroungidata - Interview with Mr, Jmeen, Welfare

Family - Brief visit with Sawada Family
Background Data -Interview with Dr, Carmichael of Demver
Special Legal Agent or Broker -Yamato Service Broker
Personal Travel and Daily log ( Aug. 19 - 24 )
Economic Outlook =Con versation with Issei Waiter
Attitude of larger community -Interview with Denver Postms
Nisel Buisnessman - George Furita
Colorado Committee for Fair Flay
Nisei Organization - YWCA -Young Peoples society
Nisei Business VWomen - Interview with Boshiki Ariki
Nisei Newspaper Reporter -Interview with Roy Takeno
Entertainment -Dance Recital -Fujima Kansuma
Social Organization (Cathy American Legion Post No, 38)
Nisei Recreation -Baseball game -Ordway vs Denver Nisei
Nisei Newspaper man -Visit with Bill Hosakawa
Relations with larger community -meeting with Gorden Conne
Japanese Newspaper — Rocky Shimpo 1
" " Colarado Times
Organizations Religious ‘-Bu.ddhist. Church
Attitude of larger Community -Interview with Vaughn Mechau
Meeting with some Japanese leaders
JACL Luncheon with Dr. Mayeda

A Young Nisei
.
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YATSUSHIRO'S DAILY REPORTS FROM DENVER AREA ( CONTINUED)
Date Number Subject

9/17/46 27 Community Methodist Church -Interview with Rev. Sasaki

" 28 JACL -Conversation with Min Yasui
" Economic Adjustment -Conversation with a young Nisei (Paul Uyeda)
9/18/L6 Case Study -Visit with Jiro Sasada (nisei
" Nisei Veterans Organizations
9/19/46 ' Nisel Beauty Shop Operator -Conversation with George Ohashi
" : General -Conversation with two Nisei
9/20/146 JACL -"uarterly meeting of the Denver Chapter
" Single Nisei Girl - Various talks with Bessie Onishi
9/21/146 Nisei Hair Stylist - Visit with George Ohashi
9/22/16 Japanese Methodist Church -Visit with Rev, Uemura-Issei Pastor
" Veterans -Bull Session with 3 veterans (Nisei)
" Niséd Businessman -Silver Dollar Hotel =Yosh Mamiya
9/23/46 General -Visit with James Curtis ,Relogmation Officer
9/24/46 Pfo single Nisei -Visit with Harry and Bob Kohama
9/25/46 Assimilation -Meeting of Christian Young People
9/26/46 Japanese Business -Modern food products Co,Ed. Matsuda
9/26/L6 Japanese Business -Rocky Mt. Pickle Co. -Johhny Miyazaki
9/26/1,6 Japanese Business -Denver Sﬁmed Co. -Okuno, proprietor
9/24/16 Nisei Businessman -Mas Takata,Badio Repair Shop
9/26/1,6 " n Visit with Mits Kaneko
9/27/16 Nisei Veterans' Bull Session
9/28/1,6 Nisei Grocery Em:loyer -Conversation with Ted Nomura, Veteran
Nisel Businessman -Employee-Visit with George Matsumonji
Nisei Pharmacist -Drug Store Operator -Visit with Howa:rd Doi
9/29/L6 Community Methodist Church -Young People's Picnic
10/ 1/ 46 A Nisei Lumberjack Student s=Converssétion with George Morimoto
10/2/46 Nisei former Businessman - " " Takky Domoto




On the invitation of Mr. Gordon Commelly of the NORO, University of
Denver, I attended the REER FOR Housing Oommittee meeting tonight hddd at
the Brotherhood house (1220 Ooromej telephone CHerry 3571). The meeting
began at 6145 p.m. and lasted umtil 8:00. FOR (Fellowship of Reconeiliation)
is a pacifist organiation which is interested in sosial and economis problems, :
especially as they affect minority groups. They believe in action and not
merely lip service. This was one of numerous medtings held by the committee
during the past few months with regard to the utnblilhin; of a community,

or a city block, in whibh people of various races, as negroes, caucasians,
and orimntals, can live together and plan and execute community activities
together. This project under consideration is the direct result of the
8s state's (Colorade) and eity's restrictive covenants on real sstate now
in existent and because of numerous attempta in the past by real estate
agents to oxelude orientals asd Megros and Mexicans from purchasing residen-
tha]l homes in most sections of the city.

The disoussion revealed that there were several eaucasians, some
present at the meeting, who were interested themselvee in purchasing lots
in this pmimluﬁ The | general pden is for a group of them to
approach the real estate agent for possible purchese of a whole block in some
section of the eoity
uhkxin/which is desired by the group. The real estate agent is not to be
told that this particular block would be an inter-racial community. The
problem of purchasing the block indicated that there wae a need for a
substantial loan. TPhilanthropist as Marshal Field III was mentiond as
possible comtributors. The quedtion of where this community should be
located indicated that some of the committee felt it should be in the rural
area, while others favored an urban or Muu.
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INTER-RACIAL HOUSING PAOJECT (continued) 20 August 46
Meeting of FOR committee T. Yatsushire

Diseussion on vaerious other phases of the problem, which is not impare
tant for =& includion in this ﬁpm, took up much time.
General impressions:

This ie a very bold and ehallenging projo;t undertaken by the FOR
organization. Thef members--there were about eight NOMH all very
enthusiastic about the project and eager to commence on the project imme-
diately. —

The idea back of this movement--that of combatting restrictive land
coverants now exieting in the eity--sounds very noble and appealing. How=
ever, sush a pl;ojoit can backfire if it is not plammdd ;.nhzlly. That ise
to say by trying to set a fine example of an inter-racial community, oppo=
nents of such a project may become even more rabid in kixk their opposition.
On the other hand, however, it must be said that there is much more weight
in demonstrating a primipls/z action than by merely describing it in
words.

Such a project as this needs eareful observation, as it will he some=-
thing new to the commnity and relatively new any where in the country.
There are mu a mumber of Japanese residents of Denver, I've been

told who ars also back ofthis movement, and therefore this should be

important for this study from this standpoint.
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JACL T« Yatsushiroe

Interview with Min Yasul

. Intervievw was conducted with Min Yasui, attormey by profession and
representative
mexi/of the JACL for this section of the country (Tri-State repmesentative).
He is officially first vice-president of the local JACL chapter.
His own office is adjacent to that of JACL. Address is: ,‘/gmlt & Cranmer
Blgdg., 17 & Mtil Streets, Denver 2; phone CHerry 5990.

Becauss of & barrage of phone calls, it becams almost limpouible to
conduct any sert of interview. Interview was held between 3 and 4130 pem.

Min ie xhamt a ﬁsoi of about 35 years of age. He origimates from
Portlant, Oregon, but has done a lot of travelling about the country.
Thaxxxix He is famous for the sxmaxhs incldent just after war broke out
(4n 1942) in which he refused to comply with the curfew law imposed on
all por;nonn of Japanese ancestry and thofcby was imprisoned. He 1mnt!:onl.1
ignored the curfew in order that hds may be a test case, in which k=
not only the curfew restrictédns but the delagation of powers to impose
furfew regultions esm=besmade by the Pmsident of the U.3. to the military
commander of the Weet Coabt m Much ha.. ween written up on this case;
xxd The Supreme Court ruled against Yasui. (Refer to literature on
Yesui for noroA detailed information)

Because the analyst wanted to gain the acquaintance of Yasul, he )
pomtud}::unvhw his experience since the war broke out. # was
extremely bitter about the whole incident, .np not because he had spent
8 solid months in prison, but because the Suprmme Oourt refused to xmim
deliberate on the igsue he wanted raised. This is, namely, that it was
unconstitutional saxixksgxkx for the President to delegate powers to the
mlitery commander on the West Cosbt to impose restrictions on Americans
of Japanese ancestry. He stated that there was no martial law on the

Vst Ooadt, and therefore it was unconstitutional for the Military commander



Pe 2

Denver
20CIAL ORGANIZATION. 21 Aug 46
JACL ' T.Yatsushiro
Interview with Min Yasul
to have had the powers he had. He admitted that he was guilty of breaking
the ourfew regulation st that time, but that he curfew regulation vas not
important in iteelf. The more important issue was &k "the unconstitutional
delagation of powers fmm by the President to the military commander’.
He stated: "The damm D.A. in Portland wouldn't cooperate. Ogherwise, we
oould have won our ocase."

He admitted heving had worked for the Japanese consul in Chicage doing

soume
K study of the Japanese population in that eity. ¥hen asked if this was hak
a factor in kX having lost the case in the Supreme Court, he stated this

had very little €8¢ do with that.

Hames of good references _
Min offered a list ofnames whom analyet might contasct in the course
of his study:
1. Dr. Takashi Mayeda, JACL president of local chapter.
2 Yoshiki Ariki, losal JACL chapter membership committee chairman.
5« Denver Unity Couneil; Louise Zvans (on vacation now)
exeg-gseor
438 E. Colfax; phone KE 8423
(see Ann Waring) .
4. Oharles Graham, president of the Denver Unity Couneil

5. Dr (Mise) Prudmce Bostiklk; of Demver Public Sehoolj Adult education;
also member of Unity Couneil; phone TA 7151

6« Dean Paul Roberts; ex-Ppesident of Denver Unity Couneil.
8te John's Cathedral (Epgscopal)

7+ TWOA == Miss Lorma May Tuttle; Exec-Director
1545 Tremont Pl; Denver 2

8. YWOA == )Jies Ariine Brauer; group worksr; leader YPS; eonductor
of Thursday night dances at the Y.

9+ Rev. Russel Nagkata == 1551 So. Humboldt; telephone R.V. Gildner
10. Director's Club (formerly "Stensho") Eddie Matesuda of Modern Foods.
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SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 21 Aug 46
JACL T+ Yatsushire
Interview with Min Yaseui '
11. Gebrge Furuta; 1775 ¥s 35 Avenue; phome GL 4949
12. Takky Domura; Luna Aptj 1110 «19th sStreet; formerly fish importer in S.R.
13. Cathay Legion Post; 2025 (7) Market Street; sk Ed Chin one of

leaders. This ie supposedly the biggest gambling group with many
Japanege as members.

Books on Denver
¥in suggetted reading of "Solo in Tom~Tom" by Gene Fowler in order to get

some historieal background of Demver. Fowlers book "Timberland", whioch is
a story of The Denver Post waes also suggested.

Housing snd Real Estate
Min showed analyst an unfinished paper he had written on the history

of the land movement in Colorado and Demver, which he had hoped he would
use 28 his master's theeis in sosiology. He stated anajydt ocould use it
freely.
Min also showed analyst a letter written by a "Mre O'Brien", presumably

a real estate lpl;t. to a Japaneee resident informing the latter that he
was definitely sk not wanted in a certain distriet bhat he intended to move
into. The letter was very blunt with such msx phrases as "the residents

of this neighborhood definitely do not want any Japs living here." Ima Attached to
/:‘::ur was & long list of nemes of residents, presumably, (caucasians) who
lived in that distriot and who opposed this Japanese from moving ine
n-mdm:wnmncm%mmnm. and he believee
they have a strong case, as the oldest son im the fanmily is a veteran of

* this war.

Min wae told that we are very interested in seouring a list of all
such diserizinations againet Japanese in Dexnwer.
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- JACL 21 Aug 46
Interview with Min Yesui J T.Yatsushiro
Deseription of Yasui

Min ie a friendly, pleasing individual. He has strong convictions
about individual righte guaranteed under the Constitution, and he is one
who will go to the limits, as use of the courts, ﬁﬂauu an iseeu in
vhich he believes. He has a sympathetic heart and a keen mind. He ie
very alert.

He was very cooperative, and even volunteered to make available space
in the JACL office for this analyst Af he wanted a desk spmoe. This offer

was accepted.

Gensral comments;
" Because anAJyst will be in close touch with Yasui, more about the

latter will be written up later on. Many subjects were discussed during
thie interview, but as none was explored in any great degree thgy will
be touched upon later on in various interviews with Yasui.
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iew with Mr. Jackson, Denver Welfare T. Yatsushire

Interview was arranged with Mp. C.¥. Jackson of the Denver Buresu of
Public Welfare. (Address: 650 Cherokee;phone MAin 7181) It lasted from
10 to 11:30 a.me Interview was first set for 9:50 asm. but because this

.3

analyst had a nasty nose bleed just as he was about to leave the hotel, the
time was delayed half an hour. (Analyst was foreed to hire a taxi cab to
make appointment.)

During the interview with Mr. Jasckeon, who ia a high velfare offieial,
the Welfare Director Mise Reddd dropped in a few minutes just to get ae-
quainted.

Mre Jackson was extremely friendly and cooperatiye throughout the
interview and offered to help in any way he oould. When asked whether) the
¥elfare would be able to provide mml in our study he stated they were °
not able to at present. lHe wae extremely interested in the study undertaken
by the Interior Dept., and confessed that they (7elfare) were thl.nnﬁ of
making another study similar to the onef they made in February 1944 on
the Japanese population in Denver. Therefore, he wae elated to learn that
the Pederal gov't was doing it instead.

He gave this analyst a list of names or people and organizations whom
I should conbaect for aid in providlng information pertaining to owr study.

He was very proud of the study they made in February 1944, stating
& number of times that the study was wost acourate as they had several trained
people doing the work and sotually making house to houese convas of the city.

e reviewed some of the finddnge made in the Welfare's 1944 study.

Mre Jo was very hesitant about making statements conserning the present bitua -
tion, stating he hesn't been close to it eince the last study was made.
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Interview with Jackson of Denver Yelfare ' T+ Yatsushire

He showed me & study the Velfare conducted on the "Spanish-Speaking
Population in Denver". He said I could a copy of this report at the Denver
Unity Oouneil.

He also showed me a "Housing in Demwer, June ‘1941" repott, which he
stated I could secure from [r. Carmichael of the Shool ob Businese and Social
Research of U. of Denver. ‘

Conesrning the -problem of getting population statistics, he suggested
thet the postmaster hx (Mr. J. O« Stevie, 18 and Stout Streets) be conbactdd
for aid in getting all the names of Japanese residents in Demver. He stated
in the Spanishespeaking study they wers able to got mmmh siuilerd aseistance
from the puﬁlhr.

Regarding maps of Demver he suggested contacting the city andcounty
Engineering of'fice.

He suggestdd looking into a dance hall which was formerly used by
the Jepanese young people for their dances. He thought the name was
"Aainbow Dance Hall" or something that sounded like it.

He informed that the local I.5.M. firm punched the results of their
1944 study interviews on to eards, and that this firm had the cards if we
wanted to use them for anyf/ purpose. Nm'tmmmf,ﬁndu-
w;d the carde or not.

He informed,after phoning and investigating hizeelf, that the Welfare
office still had all of the origimal interviews of the 1944 study, and
can be used for our M.

He suggeested seeing the Unity Council regarding personnel aseistance
for this study. Mr. Graham was mentioned as the indvidual to contagt.

Regarding office apace for tu_um. he stated the velfare was

erowded for space at present. He suggested the post office as a poesible
plage to i“ﬂ-‘
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BACKGROUND DATA 21 Aug 46
Interview with Jackson of Denwver Yelfare T. Yatsushire

when pressed about the present situation compeped to the 1944 period
when their study wae mede, he stated he didn't think there wae much of a
changs -

General oommontss.

Although Mr.Jackson was not able to furnish any reliasble statistice
on the present Jupmaqﬁnpulm he will be an 1mnluab1e individual to
refer to in the various problems that will inevitable arise in the course
of this study. He is oxtremely interssted in the study and asked that
he be kept informed u;xd offered &lllilhm in & consultative way at any
tims.
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A visit was made on Ir:.ogaw:da @g she had informed me thaut
there was a vacant room which I/occcupyin the apertment house
she opQratol. When I got there I wes told that the roon’had
already been rented. She, however, was very helpful in finding
me a room at the S8ilver Dollar Hotel. She invited me in and
I had & short shat with her 22 yeur old son who is now attending
the business college of the U. of Denver. |
Saweds Apartment
The Sawadea ranily; which Illlltll!xlt‘includel the. issei
cou;le and ‘their son, live in the Apartment their operate. Address
is 934 21st Street, phone CHerry 4363. The building is detached
froa others and is xxxaXf extremely old. The outside appears to
need & coat of paint and ready to fall apart. The inside, however,
is nigely fixed up.
weda
The rather works for some one, while the mother works as
chambermaid at the Brown Palace. The 22 yeur old son was just
discharged from the army =nd is now &ttending Denver U. business
college taking up bgainess economies.
Economically the family seem to be on firm footing and
quite happy.
Attitude toward Chicago '
The nisei, son, related to me that he had visited Chicago
recently and LXuxxikm stated: "I don't see how Japanese ¢ ontinue
to 1ive in Chicago. I just couldn't stand it there. The place

is dirty, noisy, and hot. They ean have Chicago. I prefer to

live here in Denver."
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Brief visit with Sawade family : ; T. Yatsushiro
NISEI 80N

The, nisei served with the 442nd nisei combat unit and was
’Jult discharged. He wug interested in studying busineass in
college. When asked what he intended to do after college, he
wasn't quite sure.xixtxikm MHe wus simply interested in opcr&ting

& business in some field.

General comment
Furthe: interviews will be conducted with this femily as
it will be & good case study.
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Interview with Dr. Carmichesel of Demver U. Te Yatsushire

Interview was arranged with Or. Carmichael between 9:45 to 10:45

RO AN

o'clock this morninge Dr. C. is hadd of the Sghool of Businese and Social
Researbh of the Denver Upiversity. (Addrees: 1425 Cleveland Flace;

phone MAin 4237) Dre C. served as consultent in the velfare 1944 study

of the Japanese population. It was thought that he might be able to provide
some information &mi or some ideas pertinent to the study.

Dre Os didn't show any great interest in the study, noW did he know
very much about the Japansee population in Denver. He was valuable only
in that he provide analyst with some names of people whof might give some
assistanced or information. He provided the amalyst with several reports
prepared by Xha his department pertaining to housing, business activity,
and employment in Demver. These will be useful background data for the

study.
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intxx ®Yamato Service Bureau" T. Yatsushiro

Interview with Mr. Eddie Yamato

Offiece: 1221 ~19th Street; phone Kiystone 6358
Home : 2019 Lafayette; phone KEystone 1078

I met Mr. Eddie Yamato's oldest daughter, Peggy, on the street a few
days ago and learned the whole family is now living in Demver. I have known
the Yamato family since the days of evacuation, as we lived in the same block
(#30) in Poston relocation cemér, Arizona. I arranged for luncheon date with

Mr. Y. today. We ate at one of the Japanese restaurants nearby.

8 t 3
Father: Eddie Yamato; nisei of about 42 years; owns and operates "Service Bureau

Mother: Mre. Yj nisel of about 37 yeare; assists husband in office.
Children: 6 daughters and 1 eon

Age ranges from 17 to 2§ yre.
Oldest daughter, Peggy, assiste in father's office as secretary

Next eldest, Mary Jane, 1 believe worke for the Lincoln
Community Oenter.

Housings
The family lives in the Japanese reesidentdal distriot of the eity. Mr.

Y. stated that he had to buy tha house in order to be able to live in one.
They rent their office building which is located in the Japanese business

section of town.

Helocation history:

Mre. Y. first left Poston genter himself about 3 years ago (1943) and
hxgx established his bumn“;bk year later his whole family joined him
here.
Fermanency of Reeidenge

Mr. Y. stated he plans to stay h_.n about > years or so and then probably
return to the Vest Coabt, probably Los Angdles. About othere he etated:
"You know if any one stays here about 3 or 4 years, he will like the place

and will probably stay."
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"Yamato Service Bureau" ‘ T. Yateushiroe

Interview with Mr. Eddie Yamato
c ont
in Loe Angeles,

Prior to the evacuation, My« Y. operated his own freight businees/ own'g
a fleet of trucke which hauled goods from one place to anbther. He is roputad
to have been a very muum businese man.

At present he is merely an agent for a variety of serviees, as, freight
movers, carpenters, painters, Western Union telegraph, real estate, horse

Japanese translation,

raeing, notary public (he ie one himself),/employment, etec. He has the
most versatile ococupation of any one I have ever met. Hie wife and oldest

daughter aseist him in the offige.

Business situation:

Most of his clients at present are Japanese, although he gets a mumber
of lh:toui elients. He fedls rether satisfied with his businese and admitted
he made 36500 laet year (1945). He stated the first year he suffered a lose
making only about $200 or §300. He stated:

"] make 8 little here and there. If you are smart you know
how to make money. Now lhave a group ofpainters and carpenters who
are hakujins. They actually work for me in that I find customers
for them. Anyone wanting such services would come to me and [
all I do is sit here and refer them to my carpenters and painters.
1 get 10% of whatever the carpemgers and painters make. Just think
1 get this by just sitting &t wy desk and answering phone ealls.
How with the races on I act as the agent for bookies in the east.

I have racing forme here and people come in daily to fill out the
forme picking the se they want and betting on it. I wire thctr
choice and money Western Union to the bookie in the Egest, and
firet thing next morning winning betters get their money. I make
Mﬂnmﬂﬂu.uﬂpﬁn“uhnﬂutm bookie in
serving ae an agent for him."

Mr. Y. didn't touch upon other aspects of his occupation, but in later
interviews an effort will be made to get this.
Evacuation lossecs:

Mre Y. was very bitter about the losses he suffered and was very interested
in the Evacuee Claims Commiseion 3ill. He said he still owns his house in
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"Yamato Service Sureau" T« Yateushire

Interview with ir. Eddie Yamato
Los Angeles, but that all of his furnitures which he had stored with friends
(he sayes "supposedly friends") were stolen by them and now he doesn't know
where these friends are. He thought they were worth several thousads of
i in selling

dollars. Then he lost heavily in selling hie businese, especially/)ikuxfiext

his _ '
sfxkxuskuxand cars. An effort will be made to enumerate in detail his

losses.

Japanese businesees:

He thought that the Japanese in Denver m&x city were making out all
right. He pointed out on a map in his offige the seetion mhizhx which ie
pricarily the Japanese business district. This is namely on Larimer Street
between 16th and 20th street. That is the center, and around it are various

scattered businesses operated by Japanese.

Ggneral commenbs:
Further interviews will be conducted with Mre Y.
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Monday, 19 ug 46

11445 a.m. (Chicago standard time)
Left Ohieage by United Air Linee plane.
Trip was axtremely rough. High altitude, nearing Denver, made me
feel miserably unr and nauseating.
Stop-over at Omaha, “ebraska for 5 minutes.

4330 pems (Denver standard time)
Arrived Denver airport.
Caught taxi eab to Denver domtown eection.
Got room for one night at the Denver Hotel.
Felt nauseating all night; couldn't eat.
Short visit with Gordon Connelly and family at their home.

Zuseday, 20 Aug 46

asm. All morning in moving from Denver Hotel to Brown Palaee Hotel.
Limited 5-day reservation at B.P. Hotel

pems All afternoon spent at National Opinion Research Center.
Met all «the staff members, many of whom I knew from before, and
they wepe all interested im the study I'm conducting in the eity.
Lengthy chatkx had with Gordon Connelly and few other people at
the Univeresity of Denver, and I wae given many mamee of people
who might be helpful to me.

Had dinner with the Oonnellys.

Immediately &fter dinner, I aceompanied Gordon to a meeting of
an inter-ragial committee on housing held at the Brotherhooed House
(1220 Coronss hlophom CHerry 35T1).

After this meeting, vhich lasted sbout 14 hre, another meeting
followed at the same place. This was a discuseional metting of
the Pellowship of Reconciliation (FOR), which is a rigid pacifist

group.

Met numerous people, caucasians, Japanesd, and Megros.
Rev. Teutomu Fukuyama, a Baptist minister, niseiof about 30 years
or so, is working with the nisei in Denver.
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Yedneeday, 21 Aug 46

aeme (10 to 11:30) (Had a nasty nose bleed which delayed appointment)
Interview with Mr. O«¥. Jackson and Miee Reed of the Demver Publie
Walfare Bureau. Takked mostly with lir. Jacksen who was extremely
interested in the study. Admitted they were thinking themselves
of doing a follow-up study singe the Feb.1944 study which they
conducted. (Address: 650 Cherokee; phone MAin 7181)

pem. (3 to 4:130)
Interview with Mr. Min Yasui, JACL Tri-State representative in
Denver, and attorney by profession. (615 E & C Bldg, 17 & Curtie; CHerry 5990)
¥r. Yasui kindly offered use of his office to me asf my headquarters.

Zhureday, 22 Aug 46
a.me (93145 to 10)45)
Interview with Dr. Carmichasl, head of thaxSuzssuxsf Dgnver U's

School of Commsree and Business Research.
(1425 Oleveland Plaee; tel, MAin 4237)

pems Visit NORC office to pick up ﬂl-

Met' a Mre. Sawada who operates a hotel in the Japanese segtion of
town. She works at the Brown Falace Hotel as maid. GShe stated

she may have & room vacant. Suggested I see her at her home
tomorrow. '

Evening spent visiting with Sammy Hasegawa, teacher, and Kasue Ueno.

Eriday, 23 Aug 46

g.m. Office work at home.

Forenoon and noon spent moving out of Brown Pului Hotel inte
the Silver Rssmixiak Dollar Hotel,(address: 1860 Lawrence Stj
’M' MAin MO)

Roeky Shimpo called (a Miss Kawamoto ?) to state they were interested
in publishing a story of our study. Much surprised that they
haven't received our official press release. VUrite Bob Cullum

about this.

plme Visited JACL headquarters where I expect to make my headquarters.
Spent much time calling up various hotele inmquiring about hotel
reservations for Oullum, Sasaki, andthe Hansens. m-u{ got
Roosevelt Hotel for the period August Jlet to September 4th. This
will be a suite, double rooms.
Met Mr. Roy Takeno of the Denver Post staff.
Browsed through P.0O. issues and other literature.
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T.Yatsushire
Saturday, 24 Aug 46
a.ms Office work at home.
Mot ¥r. andrs. Bddie Yamoto, who rund dhe "Yamoto Service Buremu® -
and have their office very mear my hotel. They invited me to
lunch with them.

m. Lunch with Yamotos.

pem. Vieit wikh Cordon Conmelly (NORC) to pick up mail, ete.

Sunday, 25 Aug 46

Aele (h‘m ‘l” to 3 F’)
Planning to visit Mt. Evans on ear with the Connellys.
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Conversation with issel waiter T. Yatsushiro

Tonight while having a cup of cofee at the "Nikko Low"
operated
Japnue/n-tmmt. I had a casual converss ion with the only

waiter there, mxmam an lssel who speaks good English and who em
pul,:n elderly kibei. The conversation was carried on inter-
mitently, that is in between his waiting on customers who coming
1n‘ sporadically.

Qononio Qutlook
Rax It 1s belleved that for some rcason or another 1 impressed

this waiter as a busine ssman or a business apooulatoi'. When I
asked him how business was, he sald things were "slow". He
immediately advised me not to go into any kinq of business here
in Denver, as business prospects for any Japanese were very dim
here in Danver., He explained:

"Wages here gre cheap. For instmoe, I am guppose to
be gedting pretty good wage. I make $25, a week plus
tips whiech are very small,. Xkxxispansss Most of the
walters or waltresses get about §18, per week plustips.
The Jg anese owner of this restaurant isnot xmex making
very much. But since he lives in the back of the res-
“ taurant he saves on house rent., He at P ast breaks even
1 guess, 1 don't know for Sures es.seses
Our gook here (pointing at the cook in the kitchen) used
to own and operate three restaurants in Los Angeles
before the war. HNow he is working as & COOKe <ees
I used to work for a big Chinese restaurant in Denver
before 1 came to work here, I quit my job there bescause
of a quarrel between thd Chim se ommer and his wife, ...
!1” used to make good money there, more than twice I mike
reé. esees 2
You sald you visited Chiecago. How are things there?
I've been thinking of soing there to work, You know my
common=law wife with whom I am geparda ed now livoo there.
She wrote me someé time n:o and asked -hy I daian't come
out there., She's remarried now, She's a hakujin.....
You know when I left camp I had $5000. cash with me,
Another Japanese mmixixm who also had “5000., cash and
1 declded to go into some k'nd of business together.
First we thought we'd have a good time so, we visited
Florida and played the horses. 1 lat all my money and
80 did my frl nd., We wven had to sell my friend's ur
to make transportation money." :
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ECONOMIC OUTLOOa Denver
Comww ersat ion with issel walter T.Yatsushire

ressim 8: : oy

This waliter npp'ou-a to be a ouﬁzn individual with very
little respond bilities, He stated he hasia mother XNaR® now
living in .08 Ansclei, but that he didn't want to go there be-
cause he couldn't get along with her. it is not believed that
évacuation and relocation had mueh to do with his %
nature. ne was married Xm (common-law marriege, to a cauvcasian
woman before the war and became separated from her afew years
ago. ihis geems to underline his atypleal nature,

*he possibly significant thing about this individual is
that a number of nisei have acquired this tralt,
Jumping from one job to another and gambling & lot, This is
quite evident in big cities, especially Chicago and to some
extent here in Denver. It 1s also true that this is somewhat
true of a good segment of the makXmmaxd eountry, espeeially in

this transition period from war to peage time operation,

Eersonal notes

This wal ter is snissel of about 35 yearsof age. Le Appears
to be quite aggressive, but has a pPleasing mmy appearance., Je
was very friendly. Furth r interviews with him might provide
some pertinent information sbout the Denver !lpm.le commnity,
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Interview with Denver Postmaster (3tevie) Ty Yatsushiro

A brief ¥ d t was made with kr. Stevie, Denver Postmaster.

The purpa ¢ was to elieit the cooperation of the post offiece
here in getting the names and addresses of all people of

- Japanuo ancestry registered with the Denver post office.
This is to secoure some data on tl‘up;::pnhuon here in Denver,
number and geographic alstribution especially.

A letter of introduction written by Bob Cullum was shown
Mo, Stti:io. The letter explained the purpose of our study.
Mr, Steviec éxprdssed willingness to coop rate but admitted
that he was not at all acquainted with the method used previously
in getting the names and addresses of the Spanish-American
population in Denver. He suggested that I oont._ut' the people

-

who made this first survey, as lr., Jackson of the Denver Welfare.
I promised to do this.

There were few remarks made the Fostmaster which seem
pertinent to the study. #hen I firet introduccd myself md
explained the purpose of our study that it involved the pmmpk:x
Japanese who evacuated fromthe West Coast and thoge who resettled
from relocation centers, he quickly retorted:

"Those are the people who kmmkx should have been
kept in the camps, but who whre released. Don't
you think sot?"
It is believed that the postmaster didn't imow that I was
of Japanese muisav when }.udo the remark.
in another instance he expressed himself unfavorably

toward the Japamese population. In general he had a hostile
attitude, :
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Interview with Denver Fostmaster T. Yatsushiro
Toward the end of the interview, 1t is believed that he
tried to cover up his prejudice toward the Japanese by relating
the following story.
"You know, I had a Chinese boy working for me as a
postal elerk., He was inducted in théd army and
recently was discharged. He and another fellow
a Japanese, got together and formed the Ca f.ogum
Post (veterans orgmization) here in Denver. Now,
that's something im 't it. Just alittle while ago
their countries we:e at war with each other.”
The postmagter's attitude toward the Japanese and minority
groups in general seemto be based on purely an emotional
level, He seem to associate the Japanese and Chinese “orn
in this country and therefore U.S. ei:igéns with their ancestral
gountries, very little thinking that they are Americans by bir h
and upbringing and in most cases strangers to their mother
countries. However, this is not an uncommon attitude and way

of thinking awong many Americans, some supposedly very intellgent.
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NISEI BUSINESSMan 28 Aug 46
Interview with George Furuta ' T. Yassushiro

A luncheon interview was arranged with Mr, George Furuta
at the "Manshu Grill" mm=mex on Larimr St. mar 20th. After
a few minutes of conversation with George, some of his friends
appeared on the scene and disrupted the whole interview. They
began playing cards on the same table we were eating and began
talkiné to George econtinuously. Consequently this interview
was pruti'od useless, Haow ever,some facts were learned inthe

beginning,

Brief background data on Gea ge
George is a nisei of about 35 years of age. He 1s roly

poly in appearance and quite a p vial character., He is very

pleasant and interesting. He hails from Los Angeles where he

had some kind of business., He was evacuated to Santa Anita
(I believe) and then was rel cated to Poston relocation center
Cm p Smx Three. He left camp in May of Xfikéx 1943 and came to

Denver where he has been ever since.

Japanese business district:

He stated that when he came to Denver the Larim r (the
r esent Jep anese busin ess district) district was sl wly
emerging as a Japmese distriet. There were many Jews and
Mexicans who were operating I:nuinup xxizhxxarx many of which
were taken over ik by the Japanese when they came.

Hd stated that when he ard ved he surveyed the town and
decided thé 20th and Larim r corner was a nice loeation, so he

bought up the whole area (eorner) there which inocludes uw-

business establishments., He op rated the Manchu Grill himeelf

W 40
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NISEI BUSINESSM 4 - 28 Aug 46
Interview with George Furuta T. Yatsushiro

but rotintly he turned over the management and ownership to
his relative (brother-in-law or samething).

Although ke didn't have time to go into it, 1t is assumed

in the form of rent or lease

that he gets an income/from the several business establishmert s
that operates business on the property he owns,

He stated he was one of the first to go into business
inthat neighborhood. He related that the poeol hall aeross
the street from his property was operating in early 1944 when
he eame here,

He thought the Japanese businesses were doing utisraetorny.

apanese po tion
He st&ted he didn't know accurately how many Japanese
were in Denver,but guessed there were about 4000.

Land Restrictlon
He stated most of Denver's realfd estate 1s restticted

to the Japanese as well as the Mexiecans and the Negroés.
He stated the Japanese are living and working or operating

business adjacent to the Mexican and Negro districts.

This theater, "Kiva" 1s on Larier sftzkximkx Street near
about 17th street. From other sources it was learned that
George and five other J@mno have bought the s ase on the
theater for the next five years or so. They rent the theat-r
at $80, per night. The Nisei danseuse, Miss Kansuma, who
is an exponent of xam Japanese classical daneing, is performing
on # August 30th and 3lst (evenings).
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Other ertinent pers faots:

From his card playing friends, it 1is believed that George
plql card quite frequantly and bets rather heavily., After
our luneh he joined one of his friends in A playing "gin rummy"
and lost #11.90 in a period of about half an hour, Hé std ed
he won nﬁont $150 the other night,

He and his friends talked a great deal of going fishing
in the state of Wyoming. One friend exelaim d that Wyoming
was an ideal place to go to fish as they allow you to cateh
4 to 8 pound fish,

General comment}

Further interviews will be arrangee with George.
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Interview with Rev., Clark P, Garman T, Yatsushiro
Interview was arranged with Rev, Garman today between

3300 ma'«oo pems at his office. Rev, -Onrun is a former |

missionary to Japan,having lived there from 1906 to 1941 (summer ).

He is rather elderly, but appears rather energetic.amg He was ‘

fery friendly and interested inthe study, He is one of the

directors onthe Colorado Committee For Fair Play.

He stated he goes out in the rural areas occasionally
to do some work on the Japanese. At present he is trying to
get the Iuei to fillout the first papers for naturalization,
He stated they are not éligible for eitizenshlp at present,
but that shim £1lling out the first papers would indicate
their mmt and might be helpful in impressing the gov't,

He furnished me with names of Christian minist rs and
Buddhist priests in Denver and their addresses. He also fure
nished me with some literature of the Fair Play Committee,

He was very proud inrelating the fight the Committee
put up in defeating the m mendment which would have barred alien
Japanese from owning land in Colorado state.

. He offered to take me to the rural areas when he plans
to do work out there, and I indicated I would be interested in
this arrangement,

Rev, G, was not very useful infurnishing up-todate

data onthe Jgpanese popalation. When asked 1f he t hought the
population now in Denver would xm continue fo remain here, he
said many of them would probably return to California. He sald
first some would go back and this would encourage others to do lhkewise,
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YWCA Young People Sockéty T, Yatmishiro

(Thursday night daneef group)

Interview nnd luncheon was had with Miss Arline Brauer, ¥wCA
group’worker and one in chu@ of the Nisel Young People Soclety
which hxx stages dances every other Thurldgy at present, ’Mcol
ERm used to be ntqéd every Thursday night x&gx throughout the
war and until June 13th, 1946, when it was held every o‘her
Tiarsday. The whole vut%;;:;: 10:30 a.m. to 13115 pem,

At least one-third of the interview time was lost, as xhme Miss
Brauer's office files and reports were scattered here and there

end many were not eompleted, and it took Miss B, some time
gathering them and compiling some of the statisties I was interéste”
in. Only the nttend:zizgc“;.:t the Thdraday night dances were

obtained, They cover 1945 and 1946 (through August), by month,

Group History:
Thurs day night dances were staged for Nisei in Denver

and surrounding counties even before the war started, as YWCA
felt there wae a need for it. The group was Vvery small then

as the Japanese population was small here in Denver, Right
through the war and up until the pruont.' these dances have been
staged regularly. At present until the middle of September (194p)
there will be no dances staged due to the polio epidemic in Donv-'r.
As young people began triekling out of the relocation camps and
s many eameé to Denver, the dances grew in size ind popularity.
They have attendances ranging from about 70 people to about

5-600 people,. The average hu been about 250 or so. Lately

thés average has decreased, and partlially due to this Miss Brauer
stated the group decided to stage dances avery other Thursday
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FA Young People Soclety T« YatsusH ro
Thursday night dance group)

instead of every Thursday from June 13, 1946 on. An orchestra
is H red for every other dance, while at other times xhx reeord-
ings furnish the music for the daneing. At praectically every
dance there has been about 3 men to 2 women attending.

Miss Brauer came to Denver from Seattle in December 1845 and
has been directing the work since then, Before her there has
been about 2 or & different workers 'ninu the outbreak of the
ware For this reason it was diffiecult for Miss Brauer to
provide a historical account of the group and many of the

facts econcerning the period before she took over the work,

Membership:

Although the YWCA sponsors thies group, it is surprising
that there are more men registered as memb ers than women. The
ratio isabout 3 to 2. It seemed that anyone who attended the
_ dances more than 2 or & times was reglstered as s member.
However, anyone who does not eome to the dance for a period
of four months is automatically dropped as a member, Miss B,
wasjust in the process of goimg through her membership files
and culling out inactive members,

Orga izatiaon:
The gooup is formally orgaized with offiecers who meet

occasionally to plan a program and discuss variousproblems.
Miss B. stated nisel are very reluctant to accept the responsibility .
of bn offigcer. liss B. explained the membership is composef
largely of "anonymous members"”, that is zmm nisei who come to
the dances gmuip to have a good tLime but prefer to remain
anonymous. '
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YWCA Young People Sosciety T. Yatsushiro

(Thursday night dance group)

With regard to the larger number of men over women, Miss B,
though that this was so because of the women's cultural backgroud,

namely, the striet parental control exceroised over women and
not men. |
GROUP Reputation:

Miss B, confesscd that the group does not havé a very good
repuntion among the Issei and some Nisei. Many of these people
feel that the Thursday night dencef is a xmmwx rowdy affalr with
many hoodlums and gzootsuiters attending, Miss B, stated that it
is true that they occasionally find beer and whiskey bottles xkmm
strewn ebout the dance hall and occasionally nisel zootsuiters
do attend attired in a T shirt and d@irty eorduroy trousers. She
stated she opposed in principle to barring these zootsuiters
rfcn attending their dances, although she definitely wants the
dances to be orderly, In general, she believes that the group
is not as bad as zhm some of the Issel and intellectual nisel
pleture them to be,

Group attitude toward relationship with eaucasians:
Miss B. stated she was quite puzgzled at the faet tfmt the

nisei,especially girls, just won't mix with eaucasian groups

no matter how hard she tries to integrate the nisel into the
latter groups. Imstdad, iho stated, the nigel prefer to be

among themselves and stage activities among themselves. Then,

on the other hand, some of the niseil memx dislike any nisei who
begomes too intimate and popular with the caucasians. She nxpiai
explained that there is one nisei girl who has become very popular
with Caucasians and is a leader in her own rights, and now this



Ped

Denver
NISEI ORGNIZATIus 29 Ang 46
YWACA Young People Soclety Te YatsusH ro

(Thursday night daneé group)

same nisei girl 1s very much disliked by the other nisei girls,
Miss B, stated this may be due to the faet most of the nisei
girls themselves want to Bssociate with caucasians but are
unable to because of lack of opportunity or s yness on their
part. (Thismay hx also bs attributed to a Japanese cultural
trait in which one should not, especially a woman, makeg himgelf

or herself too eonspicucus or prominent.)

Cligues:
Miss B, stated that the old time resident very much resented
the influx of the Japanese evacuees from rel:ccation eenter s
and elsewhere sinece the war started, One girl confessec to
her that she never ever thcngﬁt of hsrtglf as being of anan‘so
ancestry until the evacuees ceme. streaming mn to penver, Until
then she and her family was very happy and experienced hardly
any diserimination. With.tho coming of the evacuees they ex-
perienced more and more diserim'nation. For this reason gome
of the old time members of the group kmfix resigned., However,
many of the old members have continue: on and have fakon a
tole rant attitude. 3 :
At the d,p'.s the group invariably form into little cliques.
(Some of this‘3:;v1tublo because of the large attendance.)
Friends tend to grmmp congregate into their own group and dance
s ADAniliTes: Some of the girles xm eomplained to her t?at
some of the fellows just dance and don't say a whmksx word during
the whole dance. Most of the fellows keep very much to themselves,
and some of the girls eomplained (to Miss B.) that they weren't

getting dates.
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YWCA Young Feople Society Te Yatsushiro
(Thursday night danee group) ;

JACL ;
fhen I mentioned that I hed my office at the JACL headquarters

Miss B, asked if it were ‘rue that the JACL was an orga 1zation
for the "upper erust". I asked her why she felt that way,and

- she stated many of the gmmmp girls in the growp thought so.

One girl confessed to her that she refused to join the JACL
because they were always asking for mmey, and she couldn't
afford it,

8, mee need of t ise

When asked 1f she thought the danees were meeting a real
need of the Nisel, Mgss B. answered inthe affirmative. She
stated that this was the only regularly staged dance for the
nigei. The JACL and school sponsor big expensive dances only.
very occasionally, and that because they are formal and expensive
many of the nisei eould not mttend, The YWCA dance admission
fee 1a: 25 cents for girls and 40 gents for boys. The reason
the priee is higher for boys %Xz and lower for girls 1s to
discourage some boys from attending and encouraging the girls
to come, so thaﬁ the boy-girl ratio woulld be more even,
She proudly stated that the Thursdfy night dances have proven
to be the most popular among niseil and continues to be,

Attendance
Attendance during the winter, spring and fall months is

the highest,while during the summar the atténdnnoo is laveat,
This is due to the fact that most of the nisel farmers and those
in the rural areas work during the gsummer and are unable to attedd.
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(Tmarsdgy night dance grow )

Religious affiliation of mmmbers;

Miss B, showed me statisties showing the religious affilia-
ximmxnffx tion of the mhmmex members, and it was surprising to
learn that the ratio was 2 Christias to 1 Buddhist., There
were some whose religim%not krown, It 1s interesting
to note that there 1s a considerable body of Buddhist who
are attending the Y, dances., Miss B, stated that the dances
were open to all, and no attempt 1s made to get only Christians,
I.t would be of interest to the study to learn the attitudes
of the Buddhist to the Y., dances, espeeially the Buddhist
leaders, liss B. stated the Buddhist young people's group
leader is a regular member of the Y, dance group, Ikxmmyx -
This may indicate shat the &%5%1 %mngﬁg ggung nisei,

regardless of religion,



Pe 1

mver :3
NISEI BUSINESS WUMAN <9 Aug 46 & ‘
Interview with Yoshikil akkk Ariki T. Yatsushiro
(Bédautiecian)

Vig ted Miss Yoshiki Ariki mx tonight at 7:30 at her plaece
of business, the New York Beauty Salon which she owne and operates.
The Salon 1s loecated at 830 18th Street, phone KE 9412. After
chatting for about half an howr or so, Miss Ariki invited me to
her homé as she hadn't had dinner and lﬁo wanted me to meet her
younger brother, Joe, who just got his degree in sociology. Joe
came on the rumily;:g pick us up. .The Ariki live at 2631 Curtis

Street; phone TAbor 7388.

ers facts
Miss A. 18 a nigei of ab&ut 27 years of age. She has finighéd
high school and possibly a year incollege. She hal;koon and alept
mind. She is very enterprising and ambitious, and appear very

L]

capable. She is very active in various young people's activities
--as church (Christian), YWCA, and JACL., She was Very pleasant
and friendly.
Family
Father: deceased, about 13 years ago _
Mother: 1issel, about 50 years; not employed.
Children: Yoshiko; nisei, about 27 years.
Jo#j 22 years; Just finished college, sociology.
nonacle years; just finished high school.

daughter, Just below Yoshiko; 1s marriéd and _
living in Cleveland. . '
e e Ypakday nubu;.zy,ﬁwwuuupaqﬁk-w o oy,
From various remarks made by Yoshi o and Joe it seemed rather
apparent that this family experienced some hardship probably after
the father's death, Yoshiko has been operating her beauty business
for the past six years, and Joe informed she has been she sole

breadwinner for the same period. Joe stated he is anxious to



Ps 2

- Denver
NISEI BUSINESS WuMAN 29 Aug 46
Interview with Yoshiki Ariki Ts Yatsushire

(Beautician)

£ind a job, something along social work or young people's work.,
He stated he wanted to save some mmmyx money so he ean continue
on schooling and get hias m ster's in soeiology.

Joe informed that Yoshiko 1s snxious to enter college.
Apparently Yoshiko feels very dissatisfied about the amount of
education she has had. Many people, Yoshiko and Joe related,
has asked Yoshiko in the psst whether she is taking graduate
work or what college she graduated. All these experiences have
alded in giving Yoshiko an inferiority complex regarding her
educational baekground. She impresses people as being a-
eollege grad. She 1s very interested in young people ioti;rities
and possibly she may press her education along thése lines 1if
she does enter college. Her brother, Joe, and her married

sister have both earned degrees in sociology..

Business: _ |

Miss A. was not too‘ anxious to talk about her business.
Her shop is loeated in a very nice business district. She is
probably the first nisel to open a beauty shop in penver. There
are about three otheg};:iuty shops, but kiximxks they are ;
operated by evacuces. She stated she caters to the "middle-class”
whites and a eonsidorghle number of nisei girls., After first she
stated she had many nisei eustomers, but with the opening of
other nisel beauty shops 'hor nisei customers dropped. She works
long hours, opening her shop until 7:30 ﬁ.n. She said it is very
hard work, When questioned about how she was faring in business

she ga ve a vague reply saying she didn't know what the future
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(Bdauti€ian)

held for her. 3She said she wasn't sure whether she'll continue
her business for very long. This is prébtbly due to her interest
in eontinuing her educetion., Whén asked casually about her
prices, she laughingly stated "Oh, I'm going to boost iny prices.
I'm not getting mnough". 8he ocharges 1. to 2, for finger
waves and anywhere from §5.50 to $25.00 for permanent.

She said her work is largely a personal service one snd that

it booo-éi very tiring walting on people and trying to be
pleasing allthe time,

Attitude toward Nisei girls
Y. stated she couldn't understand the nisei girls. She

eomplained that the YWCA in which she is very active has tried
very hard to get the nisel girls to Join caucasian groups and
to mix in with them inan attempt to integrate the nisei girls
into the iarger community. These attempts have been unsuccess-
fully mainly because the nigei girls refused to mix withthe
caucasian groups, Y., herself is very active in caucasian
groups. Afkm As a matter of fact she was seld oted by the YWCA
busime ss women's club (caucasian group) of Denver to represant
the ¢lub at a national convention held in Atlantiec City, N.J,
held in February of 1946. Y. strongly believes that nisei
ought to im egrate themselves intothe larger caucasian commn t y
as fast as poui.bh and not to eontinue in their own groups
exclusively.
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Y. was very vague about the exaet figure on the population
here. She thought many were leaving Denver for the West Coast.
She thought there were about 3,000 now in Denver, but added
this was only a guess.

Bi:o admitted she hasn't been very elose to the Japanese
distriet of the eity, so couldn't giv'oi any reliable figure or

information on the Japanese.

Christisn (Rev. Sasaki)
. a

She teaches/Sunday School ¢lass, and stated the attendance
is about 150 at the Chureh serviee., She thought lately there

has been a drop, probably due to some returnig to the west

co‘.tc
Family home & Housing

Y. stated they bought their home several year o:.fter
living in a rented house for many years. She stated many
Japanese were purchasing homes or apartments in the distriet
she now lives. She confirmed mkhmr remarks made by others
that one just had to purchase a house if one mmm wanted to
get into a detached house.

Y's home is a fairly old one, and is heated by a huge
stove inthe living room. The house %as quite Iin disorder as
they were preparing to put up storm windews in preparation for

bad weather,

General: .
Further interviews will be had with Miss A.
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Interview with Roy Takeno T, Yatsushiro

A luncheon interview was arranged with Mr, Roy Takeno, who
is one of. the two nisei employed onthe Denver Post steff, (The
other nisei is Bill Hosakawa, Pacifie Citizen columnist also)
Roy Joined the Denver Fost as a reporter just a few months ago
when the Post editorial staff was revamped and Mr, Palmer Hoyt,
former editor of the Oregonian and a liberal, became publisher
and editor. Prior ﬁo this change the Post was probably the
most rabid anti-Japanese newspaper inthe scountry., (It is
believed that there 1s much data in the WRA filoq on the Fost,
therefore this report shall not go into this.) It shold be
stated that the Denver Post is now a very liberal paper. The
employment of two nisei kmx by the Post has literally shocked
many people familiar with the Fost's reputation.

Bagkground on Roy:
Roy is a nisel of about 34 years or so. He is slightly bald

and gives one an impression he 1s mueh older. He was formerly
on the staff of the Rafu S8himpo in L-s Angelds--this prior to
the evacuation, Over twdyoara ago he came to Denver and became
the English editor of the Roeky Shimpo. About two months ago

- he Jjolned the staff of the Denver Post. He loves his newspaper
work and throughout thp war, though he had other bett:cr paying
Jobs offered him, he deeided to nnloointi himself with some news-
papers He has an air of aldofness about him, but when one geés
to know him he is very friendly., He admitted that he hnan':%gﬁay
Qlao to the Japanese population here in penver, and therefore
was very reluctant to make m y generalizations on the situation,
probably for fear that his remarks may be uscd by the study.
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Interview with Roy Takeno T, Yatsushiro

Because of this attitude on Roy's part, it was very diffiecult
to get anything useful from this interview,

Objections to Denver:
¥When questioned about some of the major probléns facing

the Japanese, espeolally evacuees, in Denver, Roy listed the
weather as the first., He sald many of the California farmers
who are tmﬁg here complain because they have enly a few
~months during the summr in which to farm, whereas in California
they eould farm all year round, The winter is severe here and
many people haven' t.-bocono agccustomed to it., He felt that
Gnliro:ﬁin'l weath:r is better than Donvor,'imt he also felt
that these farmers weren't making an effort toyadj:st their
rn’-‘i'ng methods to the conditions here, He thought the farmers
"ought to learn to play along with the weath-r instead of trying
to fight 1t," | ]
. listed was

Another problem he xmizméxix/housing., He stated people
were having difficulty in finding f suitable housing. There are
restrictive covenants to cope with and one just had to purchase

a house in order to live in one. -

ene ommen

There other sibjects covered in the interview wkx but because

Roy was very cautious and reluctm t about talking about them,
they will not be ineluded in this report.
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nce rec by Miss Fujima Kansume T. Yatsushiro

Tonight on our way back from dinner to the Oxford Hotel
(where our staff conference was in progress) we passed by the

Japanese leagsed "Kiva" theuter on larimer Street, mmax hoqw'ﬁn

17th and 18th streets. Mr. Arima, one of the six Japanese
controlling the lease on the theater, saw the entire staff
passing by and he asked me if we would be interested in witnessing
the dance recital. We seid we were and he escorted us into

the theater, free of charge, and found seats for us in the back
rows. The mkaxgm admission was §1.50 per person. Those on the
staff included Bob Cullum, Dr, 2nd Mrs. Hansen, John deYoung,

Tom Sasaki, and Tosh Yatsushiro. Ve were told thoﬁ;=g%;‘%ognn
from 7:00 o'eloek that evening. We came in about 8 o'eclock

and staysd unsil aboat 9130. We were 3014 tie/Reban wOLLL.

end at about 11 o'eclock.

Miss Fulima Kansuma, danceuse (see newspaper articles)

liss naniuna's real name is Sumako Hamaguehi. She édoptod
her proreaaiongl name following her training in Japan un#or the
femed Japenese dance instructor Fujima Kan jure. She studied
Japenese classical daneing, (kabuki) and is reputed to bﬁ the
exponent of same in the U.8. She hails from lLos Angeles Priginally
end is now on a tour of the United Stites. Tonight was h?r
sooopd porrornnndo in two days in uonvhr. She is a very pttrao—

tive woman a2nd appears to be under 30 years of age.

va Theater
3 : \
Eiva Theater is an old small theater on larimer Stroqt.- 7 Y

generelly shows third or fourth run movies. It has a u:an'.i ng
capuediy of about 400 people. ' #
\
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Dance recital by Miss Kensuma T..!ityulhiru

t nee

The theater was practically filled by the middle of the
cvnning'-'progran. More than half of these present were issei
men and women, and the rest were mostly nisei. There were a
few caucasians who had been invited. It is guessed at least a
fourth of those present were from the rural areas of Colorado.
One issei ooqplo and 2 deughters mamm sitting behind me informed
they came from Morgan County, which is about 100 miles from
Denver, driving all the way in their car. The crowd was ve y
gnnofoun in thelr applauses which gouultod in enchore numbers.
Dance FProgram

Beside liss Kansuma there were about five other Japanese
women dencers, & Japanese woman singer, and about 4 "shamisen®
(women) players, all of whom performed in between the performances
- of liis Kansuma, WMiss Kansume probably performed about a dozen
times. Ve saw her perform twice, once in the Japaenese classic
"Ura-shima-Taro®,., From the applauses and expressions on the
faces of people nearby, her dances were very well enjoyed.

igsei
Meeting a need ror?gntortainmontz

This series of performance by Miss Kansuma is probably the
first big pure-Japanese entertainment in Denver. There have
been Japunese movies steged at the same theater (Kiva) about
ohee a month for the past several months, but many of the movies
are old ones as none are coming from Japen at present. Although
claseical Japanese dancéng is éomparable to the ballet, and
therefore not appreoiatod ahd understood by all the issei, it

issel
is felt that it does fulfill a/mkamk need for Japanese entertainment.
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Dance recital by Miss Kansuma ~ T. Yatsushiro

Especially is this %x true when one realizes that dl11 during the

war all forms of Japanese entertainment was practically prohibited

on the "outside" (outside of camps). The dance not only met a

need but it provided a deep sense of satisfaction among the

issei and nisei in the knowledge that Japanese art can once
engendered during the war

again be exhibited without public pressure/against it.

One dlderly issei man was speaking to xmxmXdmx anothe: issel

and I overheard this remark: "Personally I don't enjoy Japanese

daneing very much, but the fuet that Miss Kansume mwxm is reputed

to be an expert in c¢lassical Japanese dancing made me want to

come to see her." This same issel was very proud of Miss Kansuma's

training in Japan and her talents. He went in great detall in

relating the life story of Miss K.

The issei fan from Morgan County, sitting behind.m., was
also proud of the faet that Miss K. had her training in Japan.
When I remarked that Miss K. was very talented, he gulckly -
retorted with a smile, "Oh, sure, she's had her tralning in
Japan." To have travelléd over 100 :ﬁ%.l in his car and brimgng

his entire family, itself indicates f great interest shown by
this issel.

Many of those who came from the rural areas were whole
family units. On such big occasions as this zhw families come
out en bleoe mot only to find entertainment but to meet frimnds.
Sponsor and JACL

JACL had agreed to assist the sponsors of Wiss Kansuma in
inviting sone of the more prominent Denver caucasians, both publiec
and private figures. Through some mix-up in reporting the

Denver Fost fectured Miss K. pleture and & story on the recital
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Dance recital by Miss Kansuma T. Yatsushiroe

to the effect that JACL was sponsoring the series of dance
recitals. An agent of the actual lponuﬁr (reported to be an
issei man) appeared in the JACL office two days ago and
made known his indignation, and esked that another story
appear in the Denver Fost correcting tho.nlatako on the
sponsorship. Apparently the actual sponsor was not angryat
the JACL but that he felt he had been robbed of some honor
which was rightfully his.

Public Relations
Both the Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News (2 biggest

newspapers in Denver) carried pictures of and -toriil on
Miss Kansuma before and after the performances. The articles
wepe definitely favorable to the Japanese.

The sponsor also invited prominent Denverites to the

recitals.
A TETT IR R R
Sept 1946

A special recital was Epkx ltngod‘by Miss Kansuma fox
50 prominent Denverites on Scptnbortzpd at the Cathey Legion
Post. Among those present were the commander of the Leglon
Post No, 1, former governer aalﬁh L. Carr, lLawrence Hinkley,
Colorado &ttorney general, Brig Gen. Thomas M. Lowe, commanding
general of Lowry Field, and other dignatires. (see news article)
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Cathay Am. Legion Post No. 38 : T. Yatsushiro

Tonight, between 6:30 and 8:00 p.m., the entire staff
(Cullum, Sasaki, Hansen, deYoung, & Yatsushiro) visited the

Cathay Legion Post and had Chinese dinner. (The staff is staging
‘e staff conference in Denver at present.)

The Fost is located on Market Street near 20th Street.
Chinese waitresses dressed in Chinese dress waited on us. TFrom
other sources I was told that one of the girls is a nisei. One
looked like & nisel but we weren't sure.

Deseription of the establishment: v

The Cathay Post is situated in a« Em two-story building which
‘wag probably an apartment house in former years. 6n the rirst
floor, the front room (which is rather big) is fixed up as a
bar room, and the back room }n devoted to serving Chinese food.
The second floor is devoted strictly to gambling--poker, black
-jaok, end Chinese dominoces ("pai-kyu"). '

Bar room and Restaurant

Most of the patrons were caucasians when we were there, and
%x I have been told this is the cuse usually. THe bar tender is
& nisei fellow who is assisted b & nisei girl. )

The eook and most of the waitresses are Chinese. The food
#es fuir, and the prices reletively high.

Organization:

The Cathay Post 1s a legally a veterazns' organization. The
rOundor.and leader is a Chinese-American numed ;g_gg_g. It is
reported thet a nisel is regarded as a co-leader and co-founder.
(Check will be made on this,.) :

' ITho membership is reported to be overwhelmingly niseli

veterans, but & check need to be made on this,

The ¢ membersghi
is believed to be relatively small. iy y gt
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Cathay am., Legion Fost No. 38 T. Yatsushiro

In an interview with Mr. Stevic, Postmuster of Denver, it
was learned that BEd Chin has been employee of the Denver Fost
Office for & number of years. The Fostmaster veyy proudly related
how Chin, returning from service in the armed forces, founded
the Cathay Legion Post. Hbé also mentioned a Japenese (nisel)pxmim.
veteran who assisted Chin in forming the Cathay Post. We indicnted
with some glee how & Japanese and a Chinese in this ocase worked

together, when the countries of their ancestries were at war.

Gambling:

From personal observation and through Min Yasui end Tosh
Ando and few others, the Cathay Post establishment is miinly a
gumbling house.

A few nights previocusly 1 accoppanied a young nisei to the
gsecond floor where gambling was in full swing, There were four
octagoniun tebles being used with ébout 6 to 8 people at oaéh_
table. Two tables were devoted to playing &km a Chinese game
 akin to the dominoes ("pai-kyu"). Two other tables were devoted
to playing blaok Jack.

About 951 of those present at that time were xixm ananolo.
the rest Chimese. Thorc were about 30 present inm =sl). One of
the tables in the middlo was the "big table" aai;:yg:a:;.bzztgﬁgpl.y.‘
prevailed. I stood around for about half an hour watehing the
betti g in progress. xxxmidsx i middle aged Chineee (alien) was
the dealer (or represented the house against the field). A game
lested not more then one minute. In esch game bets ranged from

. $10. to §175.

*
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The Japanese gambling were mainly nisei with only & few
issei. The nisei's age range was from 25 to 35. It is believed

thet most of the nisei gamblers are bachelors with rele tively
little family responsibilities.

It is reliably reported that this gembling group at Cathay
Fost pays  healthy protection money to the police z2nd to
‘Ir. Willilam Graf, acting chief clerk of the U.S. District Court
in partiocular. ."" Graf was one of the 50 prominent Denver
guests attending the special dance recitel of Miss Yansuma
staged at the Legion Post on September 2nd.

Both Min Yasui and Tosh Ando (both attorneys) were very
eritical of the Cathay Post stating they are doing the Japanese
ne good and eventually will foster community 1ll-will toward
all the Japanese in Denver. In a discussion on‘iinadlal measures

indo stated, "Oh, you can't do a damn thing about that bunch."

Impressions:

Although outwardly the Cathay Post seemsto be a reputable
organization with « good purpose, there are many bad features
operating in the establishment which, in the end, will not proic
at ¢1l hadlpful to the Japenese who ure attemting to_ndjust them-
selves in the new community. The bar and the pambling oporation
will mxiy eid only in increasing zkm delinquency among the Japnn;ao
populs tion, |

Further study should be carried on this organization.
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i all game between Ordway & Denver Nisel T. Yatsushire
This afterncon (Sep 2nd) the staff relaxsd from the conference

currently in progress, and some of us attended tﬁo ohasplonlhlp
baseball geme between the Ordway Nisels and the Denver Bussébas.
During the pust two days (Sep 1l and 2) about 13 nisei baseball
teams from Colorado, Oklahoms, and Iyo;:ngﬂparticipatld in a '
Tri-Stete Baseball Tournement. Ordway nisei and Denver Bull‘.
emerged as finalists and played each other for the cheampionship.
The game ended with a 15 to 6 vietory for the Orway nisei team.
(Get Japanese newspaper story on this tournament)

The game was played at the race track grounds of the city lark,
Numerous other ball fields were enrapged for the entire tournamens.
sttendance:

There were about 800 people who witnessed this final game.
They were mostly younger nisei, but there were a gobd‘nany issei
present. There were & handful of oaucaiiann.

In general it seemed that the crowd enjoyed the game, although
both teams maxn displayed ragged form in apdts. The pitching was
rather poor on both teams, One nisel fellow stated tiis was due
to the fact these two teams had had to play four games in two
days. | ' |

ﬁany of those present were from the rural areas of Colorndo,r
al though the bulk was probably from Denver city. In walking
through gho eity park to the race tracks where the game wus
hnlq we passed numerous flapanese groups elither in cars of
sitting on the grass, many of whom were enjoying a pionie lunch.
There were some family groups which had come out to spend the
day. Today being Labor Day there were hundreds of other people
$euucasiens) scattered throughout the park.
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Basebull game between Ordway and Danver Nisei T. Tatsunhiro

Meeting & nced |
* The ball game appesled largely to the nisei. Participants
were exclusively young nisei. .Thoro/:::l a fair number of issei
attending, but not too many. This type of rooriation definitely
meets a nisei need, not only/the players but the Japtnese spec-
tators. It provides an occasions when players and spectators
va;:::: of the eity, state, and other atatol/tt come together
to make or renew acquaintances. It may be argued that an
exclusively nisei baseball tournszment will only tend to weld
the nisel, and the isseil, tighter in their oﬁn group and impede
the alsinilatidn process. Tpi: may be true to some extent, but
the important thing at present is that it does fulfill a need
for zmmx wholoiono recreation. Furthermore, pnrticipating}:hd
witnessing a baseball game is much better in terms of assimilation
than not doing anythimg, for after all, baseball is one of the

most popular s orts in Amerieca.

Umpires
An interesting aspect of the game was that the umpires

(there were four of tbem-in all) were ull caucasiens. They are
probably peld « fee for their services. It was not learned why
caucasian umpires were used.
Xdmission

Admission was free, however, the hat was passed around for
contributions. Two issel men mmm made the rounds of tho‘grand-
stand and laughingly persuaded the spectators to contribute as
much as possible.
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Baseball game between ‘Ordway and Denver Nisei T. Yatsushiro

Following ;ﬁ;7ga§i énza this evening there was stuged a nisel
dance at the Coronado Dance Hall located near 15 and Clarkson,

The danece climaxed the entire tournament and the champion Ordway
team was awarded an ajprépriate tropﬁy at this occasion.

From various sources it was learned that the dance was a very

successful affalr with a large sttendance.



i

NISEI NEWSPAPER MAN . 3 Sep 46
Visit with Bill Hosakawa _ T. Yatsushiro

Between 4 and 6 this afternoon Bil)l Hosakawa, copy writer
on the Denver Post newspaper, visited Cullum, sai::ifh;ngxzzfﬂ i o
Cullum was anxious to meet Hosakswa and eonsequently this nutms
was arranged in advance. ‘
Cullum did most of the talking on various problems of the
Japenese in U.S. and.hil experience in the relocation program.
Bill was rather reticent and ipoko vepy little., Sesaki left
for Los ingeles about 5 p.m. and I stepped out for a while to
bid him goodbye.
Des_ligines
Bill stated he thought there were about 250 Japanese in
Des Molnes when he left there sbout two months ago. He stated
they were a;l doing very well in Des Yoines.
X :
rrobibly the most significent statement he made wag this:
5I would very strongly opposi the rorﬁatlon of & JACL ehapter
in Des Moines." TWis reasoning is that where there is a relativelyeowelf
Japanese population in one area and where they are having little
difficulty in adjusting inozgﬁ7:§;:un1ty & formation of a
nisei or issel organization will mxkx tend only to ernato\un-
necessary problems by making the Japunese populaeo prominent

community ;
and possibly arouse unnecessary/antagonism towerd the Japanese.

Assimiletion ,
From various remarks made by Bill at this meeting and at
L]

unother meeting and through his writings in the Pacific Citizen
Bill's philosophy with respect to assimilation is in general

this: the sooner the nisei lose their identity as Jepanese, as
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using English exclusively in daily conversations end mixing
freely with cauoauiapl (groups end individuals),ete., the better
will the future of the nisei be. Although he himself is a strong
member and supporter of the JACL, it is my 1Ipr-lqlon that he
would prefer to shy away from participating in execlusively
Jaupanese activities and organizations.
(It is recalled that Bill was an out and out supporter of.tho
fundamental WRA policy of getting the evacuees out of the reloec=tion
centers on the basis thet @rolonging their detentiong in centers
would only prolong their reabsorption into the American communi ty

and mxkm result in greater difficulty in resettling on the "cutside".)

General |

Bill is not very well acquainted with the Denver Japanese
populetion and therefore will not be too useful in this respect.
However, because of his analytieal mind and his ability to
express himself on various subjects he would be a very useful

person to confer with on various phauses of the study.
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T. Yatsushiro

A meeting was arranged with Gordon Connelly, acting director

of t e National Opinion Rescarch Center ¢t the U, of Denver and

gtrong XGR Fellowship of Reconciliation member (pacifist group).
Bob Cullum was anxious to meet him and as I knew Gordon &s an
0ld rriend 1 arranged for the meeting tonight, between 8 and 10.

Attitude of the larger community to.ard Japenese
Gordon thought that in general the larger community was

indirroront toward the Japanese population in Denver. He related

that the FOR organization of whieh he is & member is actively
trying fo combat race prejudice and discriminction. FHe stated
the JACL had recently 1nroilsd him that a GCeorge Yamaguchi and
femily had purchesed a house end lot for sbout §$17,000 in a
s0lid white district and that they were being threatened by

the real estate agent and the white residents of the district.
from moving into this property kmxkamxhxx the family bought.
Upon hearing this he personally made a house to ho::t}on all
the 30 or so white families whose names appeacred on & letter
written by €max Robert 08Brien, real estate agent, which bluntly
advised the Yamaguchi family not to move into the house. Fis
misesion, he explained, was to try and find out exsetly what the
attitude of each family was &nd to try to persucde those who
were definitely prejudiced to change their views. He reported

- in many case either the husband or the wife was not opposed to
the Japanese family moving in. In about & third of the cases
the white families were anxious to get their names off the

petition, explaining thet they were misinformed. /Another third
he felt aoftc{fihcir attitude or were generslly iadifférent.
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It &x wes assumed that about & third were definitely against the
Japanese moving in. He thought that if the case was put to court
test, Robert (O'Brien, real estate agﬁnt, would not be too anxious
to push the case against the Japanese family.

There was & general discussion on what tactics would be
best in combatting such discrimination, whether formal or informal
action should be adopted. Belonging to a pacifiet orgnnizailon.
whose basic policy is non-violence or passive resistance, Gordon
‘thought the informal person-to-person technique should be used
before proceding with a court case. Hc‘was dot againa£ resorting
to the court if there is a need and especially if it involved e
basic prineiple.
Inter-recial Community
Gordon informed that the FOR X has for the past six months
been contemprlating }i.puronaaing7: complete ¢ity bloek in which
people of various races, as whites, pegroes, Spanish-imericens,
apd Japenese-Americans, oan live and work together. The main
purpose of thés project is to combat the restrictive covenantyg
on real estate which is widely prevealent in Denver city. Tﬁo plen
is to set this particular inter-racial community as an example
to the eity people,/ hoping thereby that the idea will become
infeotious and gradually tent to eliminate all forms of roltrieiivo
in the city. The FOR group is very

covenant on real estate
serious about this project and have had many meetings discussing

all phases of the probdlem.
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Ignorance of imefdcan Pﬁb;;g regerding Jlgagosi in U.S,

Gordon informed that in a poll tak=;7:; the NORC it wens
discovered thet most of the American people ttil; fecl thet
the Japenese-Americans nscted as spies for Japan and committed
sabotage during the war. He pointed out that the public is not
only ignorant but many misififormed and some just prejudiced.
(The Denver Post had an editérial on this in the August 25th
issue and the Rocky Mt. News carried & story on the same day.
Pucific Citizen carried a long story on 1t also on about the
same date)

Comment: ‘
Cullum suggested to me that possidbly the NORC might cooperate
to the extent of conducting = brief poll on the attitude of
the Amnr;oan publiec toward the Japunese now in U.8. It is
doubtful that.tne HORC will corduct ahy sort of poll free of
charge. fXhmy Being & non-profit orgnnlzatioﬁ it charges
a fee fux on a cost basis. MHowever, CGordon will be contacted

again to inguire into this possibility.
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Rocky Shiapo (Editor, Mr. Takeuchi) ' T. Yatsushiro

Bob Cullum and I peid & very brief visit to the Hooky
Shimpo and met the editor Mr, Takeuchi. Rocky Shimpo is located
at 1941 Larimer Street, telephone KE 0883,

Bob was interested mainly in paying & courtesy eall on the
editor and therefore very little was gained in this visit., Xuzhex
A Future visit will be made on Mr, Takeuchi. Few fucts asbout the
paper can be reported at present,

The Roocky Shimpo is & four-page bi-lingual daily paper.

The English section covers only half a page and therefore very
skinpy in news.

There has been considerzble turnover in personnel during
and after the war. The present editor has been on the job for
the past four months only. Me was in Topaz reiocntion center
formerly. Tor about two years during the war Roy Tekeno,
presently on the Denver Post staff us & reporter, was the Fnglish
editor. He was succeeded by Kaotherine Kawamura rﬁr worked for
several months and Just recently resigned.

Mr. Takeuchi was vepy fri:ndly and asked Bob some questions

concerning other cities in which Japenese have resettled.
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Colorado 7Times (Interview with editor) T. Yatsushiro '

Bob Cullum and I made & brief visit to the Colorado Times
and met the editor, kr. Kauihara. This was merely & cﬁurtosy call
and therefore no effort was made to interview the editor in any -
intensive way. The Times is located at 2017 lawrence Street; -
telephone Tibor 6690. '

My, Keihera is believed to be an issel of zbout 50 years
of age. He speasks English very fluently. THe appears very 1nt¢1-
ligent and is quite outspoken. He has been theieditor of the
C. Times for meny years, and it is belleved he is ons of the
old timers of Denver and Colorudo. He indlcated he knew the
history of Denver and the state quite well, especisally that
pertsi ing to the Japanese populution. Further interview will
be arraenged with him, as he appears to be a very good source of
information.

It is believed thai Mr. K. wac.intnrnod for & period during
the war.

Denver Japanese ation J

kr. K., stated that the Japanese population in Denver is fastly
dwindling and predicted that eventually there will be hardly any
left in Denver. I believe he said that the population will dwindle
to a mere 200 or so. (Have Bob Cullum check on this prediction,)

Japanese in Rural Colorado
Mr. X. confirmed the fuet that Ehkmxm: considerable fumber

of Japenese now farming in the rural sreas of Colorado. We
mentioned the Arkenses Valley reglon and other areas known to

the study where they ere located. He stated some of the Japrnese
faermers were doing very good, like Mr, Minaml, but that many were

::gort-noinc some ditrttultw -cpoclally with respect to tho severe
ter.
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He relterated the remark made by olhers that Japenese evicuee
farmers were very dissatisfled with Colorado's severd climatic
conditions and that many felt California's climate which permitted
all year farming was definitely superior. He thouéht many of the
farmers will pack up and return to California.
Colorado Times

The Colorado Times is &« four-puge bilingual daily newspaper,
The ¥nglish section covers only half a page. It is believed
that the paper was founded many years ago. Formerly the papersg
appeured only 2 or 3 times & week. The plant itself appears to
be much bigger thh; the Roeky Shimpo's.
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Buddnist Churech | 4 Sep 46

Through the ;ooporntion of Dr. Tekashi Mayeda, JACL (Benver)
N;tlidont, dentist snd a Buddhist church member, and his cousin
Frank Hirsoka, also a strong Buddhist member, arrangements were
- made Tor Bob Culiun and me to meet with the issei and nisei Buddhist
ministers of Denver, The meeting was held between 3 and 4 in tue
afternoon. Frank HAiraoka drove us from the hotel to the Buddhist
temple, which is located aut 1942 Markét Street, XX telephone
KE 9009. :

Buddhist temple
The temple is located in & very poor section of town in between

big warehouses and factories of all kinds. The building is raether
old and the imside is rather simply furnished. The main no.iing
room is long end narrow and contains folding chairs. The only
attractive thing in the otherwise drab room is the alsar section
locuated in the front of the room. It is believed that the Buddhist
have used this building for many many years.
Buddhist Priests

Rev. Temai is the issei priest. He appears to be young, dut
Frank informed us that he has a son who has finished college, there-
fore it ls mxx guessed that he 1s about 38 or more. He has a very
pleasing appearance, is rather short, and speaks hardly any TEnglish,
Throughout the interview which was conducted in English he didn't
say « word and in fuct dozed off a number of times.

Rev. Tsunoda is the nisel priest. He informed he was formerly :
in Poston III relocation center. He appears to be about close to
30 years of age. lle is slightly taller than the average nisei,

has a very cheerful disyosition, and is quite outspoken,
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Hev. Tsunoda sppears to be very intelligent and speaks English
fluently. The entire #nterview was carried on in Tnglish between

him and Bod Cullum.

Role of the Issel

Rev, Tsunoda in & general discussion about the present role
laughingly
of the issei in community sctivities/stated: "The issei still
have control of the pocket book and so the Japanese community
8till has to rely on them for finenecial bdacking."
Relationship of Buddhist Churches in U,S. mmd to Japen

Rev. Tsunoda explained that the Buddhist Churches in U.S.

- are formally all under the jurisdiction of the Buddhist Church
in Japan. Th,ro are 3 high priests in Japan who comprise the
ruling board. A Buddhist Bishop, now in San Francisco, is the
highest Buddhist official in the U.8.
JFre-evacuation fear among Buddhists

During the period after thé outbreak of war between Japaﬁ
and U.8. (Dee. 7, 1941) and before the actual evacuation (around
april-tay, 1942), Rev. Tsunoda frankly related how the Buddhist
members were cajoled by some Christian leaders (issel and nisqi)'
to abandon thelr feith and becone Christiszns on the'throat that
all Buddhist members were going to be interned by the UsS. Gov't,
Rev. T. spoke very critically of this action on the part of the
Christian leaders. He probably h&g/:i:dparttnular issel Christian
minister in Sen Diego where he had lived formerly, but h; did not
go as far as mentionipg his name. e went on to explain that ﬁho
relocation center life xgmix permitted them to carry on their
religious feith and sotivities without fear or intimidation.
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service

Rev, Tsunoda informed that there is one Church se:vice a month
for the issei group. This is to permit Rev. Tamal, issei priest,
to visit the rursl areas of Colorado and to conduct services
throughout these &reas. 1t was not learned how often the nisei
group met, but it is belleved it is more often than once & month,
it is believed that the services for the nisel group are conducted
in English with wev. Tsunoda, nisel priest, conducting.

eral com:ent

The aniﬁ purpose of this meeting was to have the Buddhist
priest (head) in Denver write & letter of introduction for Bob
Cullum to the Buddhist Bishop in San Francisco, as Bob was
scheduled to visit 3an Franeisco during t§:7::gt week. HNot
very much was learned about the Denver Buddhist Church. HMuch
of the discuseion was ranhom in nature and touched on the origin
of Buddhism and Buddhist beliefs. i

Rev. Tsunode will be interviewed further conee ning his

church.
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I accompanied Bob Cullum on & call on VaughnMechau, who is
presently with the Interior Dept's Bureau of Reclamation. Nis
office is located at: 535 Continental 0il Bldgs, 17th and Clenarm;
his home adéress: 1337 E. 14th ivenue, Apt. 73.

Mechau (who is called "Bobbie"™ by his friends) was formerly
the reports officer at Heart Mountain relocation center (Wyoming).
He knows Bill Hosakewa very well, as the lattery was the éditor
fax of the Heart Mt. Scntinal'(noupapor) for some tinme,

Attitude of larger community toward the Japanese
Mechau thought that the attitude of the caucasians toward

the Japanese in Denver was one of indifference. FHe expressed
Jubilation over the change in policy of the Denver Fost, from one
of bitter opposition to the Japanese in U.S, Xm&x to one of '
a sympathetic attitudo.

leneral
Bob suggested that Mechau be consulted when necessary in

the course of the study here in xx Denver.
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On Bob Cullum's roqnoat-nig.:nsui. JACL representative,
' ver -
arranged for a meeting of some/xixmt Japanese leaders. It was

held at the Yokoe residence at 2714 E. 12th Avenue, phone EA 6987.
Those present I remember were: Mr. and Nrs, Gard Yokoe, Min
Yasul, True Shibata (of New York), Bill Hosekawa, Clem Oyama,

Mrs. Miura, Yolh;ko Ariki; a couple, a married nisei women,

and Bob Cullum. The meeting lasted from 8:30 to 10:90 p.m.
IxXiuwmdxkyxxxnxhanxxat Refreshments were served afterwerds.

In genersl the discussion was very lively touching upon a wide

range of subjects regn;ding the Japanese in the U.S; Bob attempted

to steer the discussion along the subjeot of assinilation,

Only the pertinent phases of the discussion will be recorded.
i1t should be added that all those presant, with the exception
of one middle zged issel who can pass as a niseli, mmxm can be

classed as intellectusl nisei. Nost of the quotes are paraphrases.
JACL |

Cullum: "Mike Masaokes told me that the aim of the JACL
was out to work itself out of & job in five years."

Yasul: "He's crazy. JACL can't do its Job in five years
time. It mighs will take much longer then that."

Employment and Business prospects

Yagui: XThs xpxakkux
"Most of the Japanese in Denver are dependent on the
Japanese community in the way of trade, one way or

; @nother, for their livelihood. You take me for

example. My business (law) is 99% with the Japenese
people. If it weren't for the Japunese 1 wouldn't
héve any business. Therefore, if the Japanese
move out of Denver and go to the West Coast, 1 probably
will follow them. ‘he Japanese can't help but live
together in a tight maxmm e conomic community because
of rigid restrictions laid down by the eity and real
estate. 1t's practically imyossible to crash intoe
the better district of the city. '
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Nisei woman: "But there some nisei who have established
businesses in tie better business district of the eity.
‘Take Yoshiko Ariki who has her beauty 8hOD,eecccscse”
(she enumer=zted & number of niseil who have been suc-
gessful)."

ExmniyxxtEnrxnraxixx .

Mrs, Mlura: "Before the war we used to operate a Japznese
hardware store. We never had uny trouble. We sold
out just before the war started. I'm sure glad we
did as we would have had to go out of business anyway
a8 we wouldn't have been =ble to get Jepanese goods.,"

Yasul: "But actually there have been only a few cases of
nisel establishing businesses in the white busines
districet.” ‘

Hosakawa: "Bsn't that what the niseil ought to do%¥”

Yasui: "Bat you Jjgst can't do that, Bill, “hey won't let
you enter the white district.”

a

Oyama: "As long as you have/Japanese community you're going
to have Japanese businesses catering to Japanese.
tgpecially Japunese food stores. the issel und
many of the nisei just can't live without eating
Japanese food. Many of us are going to continue
eating rice, tsukemono (pickled vogotablolj, and
ocha-zuke (rice and tea mixture which is eaten
toward the end of a meal).
For instance, the only reason I went into a strictly
Japanese hucinu.a retalling Japanese food products
is that I feel that there is and will be dmmxmidx &
demend for Japanese food., I could have gone into
some other line of business catering to hakujins.”

Pacific Northwest and Californis Nisei

Cullum: "I've been told that the Pacific Northwest nisei are
much more advance in the process of assimilstion than
the California nisei. I wonder how true that is."

Yasui: (who comes from Fortlant, Oregon) "I think Bill
Hosakawa (who hails from Pacific Northwest) will
su; port me when I say that it is true that the
Pucific Northwest nisel are more assimilated than
the Quliforniens. Los Angeles, especially, attracted
many of those who mxd wepe failures, economically
“or othe wise, in the Pueiric Northwest or other
coastal areas,"

Denver nisei women: "Even here in Denver before the war
Los Angeles wes looked upon as & plage to go. Many
who felled here went there."
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Assimilation |
_ The group felt that it will be the third, fourth, or fifth
generation before the Japanese in U.S. will be completely assimi-
lated into the aimerican society.

when I raised the point that assimiletion wss largely an
individuel matter, Oyama rebopded that economic and _nooial_ forces
in the community were more important oonuderatipna.

Miss Ariki related that the nisei girls in the ﬁCA group
wepe very reluctant to join and mix with oau_oasjand clubs. She

stated they preferred to oling together in their own group.
W

Clem Ou- and Min Yasul were the most outspoken nnbin
in the group. The 1nprcu:lon'gathored is that they don't see
anything particular bad in having a Japanesd community as there
is going to be one wherever Japanese have resettled.in any
large numbers. | \ -

In general the meeting was a successful affair.

Bob Cullum ought to write his recollections and iupressions
of the hotin’g. '
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Today between 12 and 1 p.m. a luncheon was arranged with
Dr. Mayeda, dentist, Buddhist leader, and Denver J/iCL president.
insxpexxadlx Min Yasul, Mits XKaneko, and John deYoung also joined
the luncheon. Due to various factors little effort was madé to
carry on any intensive interview with Dr, Mayeda.

i
. a

: Dr. Mayeda is un old time resident of Denver and Colorado.
He is & nigsel of about 32 years of age. He is a popular dentist
and has his office in a fairly nice district. Address: 301
Interstate Trust Bldg., 1130 16th St.; phone Ti 6961.
48 he 1s a strong Buddhist I asked him about the Buddhist
group. He replied, "I don't know mucp about the Buddhist
group xmw aiﬁoo I waes elected president of the JACL a few
months ago. I've been too busy working with JACL,"
lie has & very pleasant appearance and is very tribndly.
He is one of the popular hiuoi lo;dtra in Denver. His parents
and family live imxx nearby Denver and operates a farm, Ue
stated his family is doing all right, but didn't know too much
about farm conditions in general.
t neko

It is believed that he now goes by the name of GCeorge Mits
Kaneko. (Address: 1669 Erie St.; phone GL 1618) Mits was formerly
in Poston where I knew him as head of the housing unit. He related
he left Poston in early 1943 to work in the sugar beet field and
that upon completion of his harvesting work he came directly to
Denver where he has been since. Mits is now %x en insursnce sales-

man and an accountant, looking after the books of various firms,
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General comment
| The luncheon was stag d at the Manchu Grill on larimer street
(1986). When Dr. and Mits learned I had gone to Japen after the

war they pumped with all kinds of questions, and I hﬁd difficulty

dodging them and turning the conversation to the Japanese in

' Denver. Further contacts will be made with Dr, Mayeds and

Mite Kaneko.
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T. Yatsushiro

ori thOBBE. 1SS ae0 while enjoying e dish of loe cream at the
located &t 2001 larimer Street I made she ac-

queintance of a young nisei who was sitting next to me at the
counter. From all appearance he impressed me as & "happy-go-lucky"”

- individue) with very little worrles and relponaibilitiol. e

looked to be about 26 years of age. At present he is living ¥th
his mother here in Denver. THe lost his father some time ago.
His brothers u«nd sisters are either married or living elsewhere.
!gé;gxnnnt

At present he is working 28 a ecook at the Denham mxfX restaurant.
He went into a loné story about the good job he held in Detroit
after he left the camp and before he wag inducted into the aray.
He mXx proudly stated he was a mechanical engineer and toward the
end he was put in charge of a unit. He claimed he iau paid over
$500 a month. He admitted he had nof college degree or school
training 1:7;achanioa1 field, but that he had done some work
along the line. #x He worked here for about a 1 year until
1944 .hen he was idducted into the army and served with the 442,
He xmxx was in service for about 2 years until e few months &go
when he wus discharged. When asked why he didn't reenter the
mechanical field instead of working as a cook, he shrugged hi-
shoulders and indicuted xx indifference.

Egﬂlnking & gambling habits

He freely relcted to me how he drank and gumbled heavily

throughout his ooriioo experience. He admitte that he lost-

about §150 a few nights previously at the Cathay Legion Tost
in gembling. fe seemed to express pride in the knowledge thet

he has been able to spend money excessively inthe past.,
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Cathay legion Post
He invited me to visit the Cathay legion Most with him. .
A8 this was a good opportunity to obse ve the gambling operation

1 tagged along. We first visited the bar on the first floor.
He ordered drinks (beer) and we had a ocouple of rounds and 1
had to call it ymix quits. 7There were 5 or 6 oauoaliah- around
the bar and two other nisei. One of the two nisei was pretty
far gone and was speaking 1nooho::n=1;7:g:.i:ne.:i:izﬁloul
feshion. This same nisei olaimed he was from Hawail., He opened
his coat and showed us a r;alk of whiskey protruding from the
inside coat pocket. He called the whiskey his "girl friend" and
thet he was going to sleep with her.

In time we left the bar and went up stairs where the
nightly gambling takes place. At the top of the stairway on
the second floor were two nisel fellows who were presumed to
be guards who tipped of the gamblers in the ¥X gambling room
in case of xxexidx an imjending raid.

We entered the gombling room after walking through a long
hall way. There were about 30 people, 95% of whom were nisei and
issei. The others were Chinese. (A desoription of the gambling

operation is given in another report.)
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An interview was arranged with Rev. K. Sasaki, pastor of the Community
Methodist Churche. This church was formerly ulg::.::.ﬁwu Methodist
Chureh, mmmmsu-mwdumpanf The change
was a voluntary one ond the part of the church membership, who probably
felt it would be wiser in terme of community relatiomship. The interview
was heldf in the afternoon, between 4 and 6, at Rev.5's home located at
%Onurmm Street, phome MAXERIRX TA 6033.

Rev. Sasaki i an iesel of about 32 years of age. Ile has a good deal
of his education here in Amerieca. He spahks very good English, although
thon. is an sccentxuni He is married to a Stockton nisel girl and they
have a two year old -Qn. Rev. S. appears rather intelligent, and from
others it is reported smxhass he has been studying for his doctors degres.
Ihe Ohureh |

' The church is locAted at 2515 California Street, phone, MA 3719.
Rev. Sasaki is the pastor sf for the English-speaking membership, which ie
largely nisei. Hev. Uemura is the pastor for the immek Japanese-speaking
membership which is exclusively issed. '

Rev. Usmura has been the pastor of this church for many years. .

Rev. Sasaki was appointed pastor for the nisei in Auguet 1945, therefore
he has been with this church for only about a year. |

Church serviece for the nisel is oonducted every Sunday morning from
11:15 to 18:15. Church serviee for the isedi is conducted every Sundgy .
alternately at ten in the morning and two-thirty in the afterncon. The
afternoon service is mainly to accommodate iseei members from the rural

auiutl



Pe 2

: Denver
COMMUNITY METHOD  CHURCH 17 Sep 46
Interview with Rev.k. Sasaki ‘ T« Yatesushire

Hisel Hembership
Reve S. stated that there were about 100 nisei members in)f his chureh.
He stated the average attendance is about 100. The reason for thie apparently
100% attendance is that many nisei who attaddd hie service aref not offiesial
members. Many of them still hold membership with some California church
and have done very little to have their membership transferred. He stated
_ he seesplf new facee practically every Sunday.
8e sl i
flev.s. complained that one his greatest problems is trying to getthe
nised 'n hie church to accept responsibility. He stated:

"The nisei just won't accept responeibilities, as assuming
shurch office or supervising church asctivities. )ise Brauer
of the YWSA, who has chagge of ik nisei dance activities,
told me the same thing the other day."

Eeychological Maladjustment

“One of the main reason for nisei dislike of responeibilitie
is thaty the nisei ie psychologically unsettled. They are not
eertain they want to stay in Denver permenently. Many of them
are still hoping that some day, soon, they ean returan to
Oglll'ﬂ'l!.l.'

Beturn %o California

"Practically every week, in fact every day, people are baving
Denver for Calfornia. Jyst last week we staged a farewell
social for three Japanese families leaving for California."”

"Many farmers are leaving Colorade for California. The main
reason is that Colorado's severe winter permits them to farm
only one erop during the yamr, and if shax this orop faile
they lose everything for the year. Several weeks ago the
Brighton, Greeley, Ft.Lupton area experienced & hail storm
and Japanese farmers there lost everything.

"You see in Californis the weather is not a problem. They can
farm practically year round and the risk ie not as great."
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Japansee Fesidential Distriet

Meany Japansse families have bought homes and are living in the distriet
Reve S+ i8. This distriet is roughly from 25rd street on the southwest
and 29th st. on the northeast, and Welton street on the southeast and
Larimer St. on the northwest. e stated most of the homes, however, are
on Champa and Curtis etreete in this dietriet. Rev. 5. stated what others
have aleo atated that Japaneee have had to buy Hetached homes in order to
be able to live in them.

fev. 5. stated that this distriot is largely a Spanish-American distriet.
Some Negroes live in it, but the main Negro residential district is juet
northeast of the Japanese district. fwv. 5. stated that many of the Negroes
have very niee homes.
Japaness and other minority groupe

Reve 5. bplieved that the reltionship between the Japanese and the
Negroes have been very fine. Mps. S. thought that the Negroee in Mr
were economically better off than the Japanese. She reléted meeting a
very fine looking Negro woman at a Yomen's Club meeting this afternoon,
and stated thie woman was worth millioms. |

Heve @nd }re. S.both agreed that the relationship between the Japanese
and Spehdeh-Americans (Mexicans) were not too goods Heve. S« thought this
was dus to the fact that the incoming Japanese evaguees have oo well established
themselves economicelly and have far excelled the Spanieh M. that the
latter group resented this. Rev. 5. implied that the Spanish were poor
economically. He also stated that{ that bhe Spanishhave been diserimimated
againet here in Deanver and Oolorado for many many years, and this may account
for their dislike of the Japameses Reve 5« further stated that the Spanish
votere voted for the State alien diserimination bill on land ownership, which

bill dtmmrix was put to a referendum in 1944 and which specifically diseriminated
against Japanese aliens. (The bill was defeated.)
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Mimority groupe (contimued)

Reveis reported that 4n an pl apartment house nearby thétr home
‘Japanese families are living with Negro and 'white families, and that they
were getting along very nieely.

Imter-raeial housing projeet

¥hiks On my way howe fxmm I ran into & housing project, which appeared
to be very mice, and I notice Japanese shildren playing with Negro and
white children. Purther check on this housing projecty will be made.
Employwent

¥hen asked about the kind of work Japanese are doing in Demver, fev.
S« stated they were in all kinds of emplo ment. lie was unable %o go into
any detail about agy aspect of the employment situation.

Since he operated as a vieitdng pastor in the San Lule Valley region
he wae able to report that many issei and nieei were working in a steel
mill in that region.

Farmers

' During the summer months the farmers sre very buey, working from early
ti11 late in the day, but during the winter monthe they have nothing to do
as farming is impessible. liany of the nisei farmere come into Demver and
find smp jobe here during the winter. Many of the issel farmers remain
on their farme and do nothing in they way of ineome-producing work. Hev. 8.
stated they vieit each other, play carde, and gamble.
Rural Areas of Conmcentration

Rev. 3. informed that thewe three major rural areas of ooncentration
in which Japanese are found. He was unable to furnish mny statistics. ‘hen
asked if he thought there were about 2000 Japansee in the rural areas of
Colorado, he thought it was a good guess. ‘
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fural Areas of Consentration (eontimued) Mo

One is the Brighton, Opreeley, Pt.lLupton area, which is located justd north

of Denver. The second l.l the Arkansae Afver Valley area loeated in the
southeastorn pett of Colorado, and includes Pueblo, Rocky Pord, La Junta, Ordway,
Las Amimas, Lamar, Granada, etec. The third is the San Luie Valley region
vhich i» located mear the middleof the southern hsxthax border of Colorado,

~ and/ includes Alamosa,&m Sen Acaclo, e%e.

(These aress of coneentration will be checked with other informed
Japanese )kx

Reve 5. stated that Grand Junetion eity region had & number of Japanese
but was not too importanmt.

General Comment
Considerable time was ppent in getting basic data on the rural regions

of Colorado, in order to prepare myself for a visit in these areas several
weeks from now. MNames and addresee of people who will be most helpful to
me in the rurdl arse were given me by Reve S | '

\ A vieit will be mdde to fev. 5. church service at an early date.
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I had lunch with Min Yasul, JACL regional representative, today.
He complained about the lack of interest among members of the Denver JACL.
He showed me a liet of names of pubh who have indicated they are definitely
attending the fortheeming JACL mmaiing dinner-meeting. This meeting is
to be held on September 20, the dinner at the "Manehu Grill" and the
mesting at the YVOA. xMkmxwmtmstx The list contained only about & names
and half of these were caucasianf guests. JMin stated;

"Cur greatest problem is trying to interest our niseil members in

attending our regular monthly metings. My god, we have to throw

in a movie on top of having State 3enator Brooks and another

prominent Denverite sppamr in & forum discuselon. Then we have

a social denge hour after the meeting and movie. We have to put

on & big ehow in order to attract the nisei members. I guess we

have to eall up all the mbmbers and try to parsuade tham to come.

I wish the nisei have more fmguz sbtive interest in their

organization.”

Min appeared rather discouraged xhmmk and disgusted about the lack
of interest showif in JACL by the nisei members. When asked about the
attendance at regular meetings, Min stated about 50 to 60, sometimes more
and sometimes loes. lie m&km stated: "At one meeting we had only Axakxif

4 or 5 members attending" wit! a very despairing look on hie fage.

Just before dur luncheon conversation, Min showed me a short
mimeograbhdd quettionnaire which is going to be used to question a number
of nisei in the eity with respesct to their attitude toward JACL. Min
stated the about five nisei, members of JACL, have volunteered their
services in interviewing a number of niseli in the city. The survey will

random
be a orude/poll with very little attempt to eonduct it on af selentific
basie. The ultimhte objettive of this survey is to improve the JACL

80 it will appeal to more of the nisei.
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Lssei Deportation
Min spoke very disparagingly of the issel's attitude smmx and hehavior

with regard to the the padding deportation of issei fromU.3. to Japan.
He related:

"This morning an elderly iseei came in to discuss the deportation
situation. lie wanted JACL to help the issel in fighting their
deportation. When 1 asked him ae an individual if he had dome
anybhing about it, he said 'Ne! How in hell oan we help the issei
when they themselves have dome so little mmix to fight the
deportation. Xhasms Theee damn issei are 20 damn indifferent.
Now when thej are really in a jam they want JACL help. My god.

"Woll 1 told thie 1ssei that if he really wanted JAOL's help he
£0 back to his community and raise soms money from the other
iesel. Ve got to have money to fight a case like this. XZxhm%
Thie issel stated he will go back to his community and do what
I told him, but I bet he won't do anything."

JACL leaders
while talking about nisei lack of inmterest in JACL, I led Min %o
discuss JAOL's stand on the evacuation. He related:

"Evacuation was inwritable, and whatever JACL may have done would
not have prevented evacuation at that time. Now Mike (Masaoka) and

. the other JACL leaders took the ssmmixthxk poeition of ccoperating
with the governuadt. I fought that position, you know. I would
have acoepted that position, providing shmxgax certain conditions
were met by the goverment, especially those pertaining to eivil
liberties. I had abig fight with the JACL kmxk leaders in Fortland
a8 they tried to make me change my viewsSe: s.eves

"Now there were somef thinge that eertain JACL leaders did whieh
woren't exactly on the level. There ie ome leader whe told the
farmere in hie distriet they should continue fmemimg planting and
faraing, because if they didn't the eountry would think they were
dieloyal. Vel} the farmers did that and just when they were about
to harvest their orops they hdd to evacubbe and lose everything.
Exkmxpaxtizuiz The worst thing about this wae that thie particulsr
JAGL leader was given spescial consideration and voluntarily evacuated
the place befors the othes. Now, I can see why a man like that is
hated by some people.”
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Personal notes .n Min

Min spoke very bitterly about the attempt of the Minidoka camp
police (evacuee presumably) to make him testify about the evacuation.
He related:

"Those damn yoyng bitehes wanted to foroe me to testify. Now

I wouldn't have mindd if there was a government order ordeting

me to testify. Then I would have testified. But there wasn't

anything official about foreing me t6 testify. I told them

(the peXiss evacuee police) off, thit they couldn't make me .

testify. Those sons of bitches. They' were just youny kids,

you know."

¥Min is very sensitive about eivil righte and privilegee and any
attempt to trespass upon them gets him boiling mad. This is illuetrated
by his refusal to obey the curfew regulation in Portland, juet before

evaguation took plasce.
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Conversation with a young Nisei (Paul Uydda) T+ Yatsushire

Tonight while having supper at the Manghu Grill I etruck up a comver-
sation with & young niseiy who sat beside me. e ie probavly about 25
years of age. He informed his parents left for Japan just before the
warf and he's not sure how they are doing now. They livdd in Kumamoto
ken. He stated he mdd hie family lived in Los Angeles before the wer
for & mumber of years. Before this his family lived in Colorado. .

He stated he is working at the Lunch Produce in the Denmargo Market.
Asked about how wages were there, he stated "They're very cheepl
When asked whé the average wage was he stated, "Oh, about P8 uxf::::
time and & half." He stated he worked from 10 to 14 hours per da_.y.

"If you work on & straight time basis," he stated,"You make more per
hour, but you only work & hours, so you actually make less."

¥hen asked about kax wherehe livedf he stated he hms woved from
one hotdl to another a lot in the paste He now lives at the "Wyoming Hotell,
which is located at 2044 Larimer Street. This hotel is Japanese~operated
and practically all the roomers are Japanese.

He ie a bachelor and eeparated from his family he live by himself.
He has a sister, but she lives eloewhere.

From varicus remarke mgde by himd it seems that he is far from
satisfied with hie present economic status. liis parents in Jupua are
worrying him somewhat.

He invited to vieit him if I wantdd tq-
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© ¥isit with Jiro Sasada (nisei) X T. l’ngumm
this evening

Visited with Jiro Sadgda/at his home located at 934 -21st
Street, Met Jiro's mother very briefly. The family operates
en apartment house in which they live.

th

The building, aspreviously deseribed, is very old. The
house 1s heated by socal-burning stoves which are placed in
each room or ipartnnt. There are nine individual dp-rmntu
oeccupied by nine family unita, n.:: of whom are Japanese tenants.
The apartments are two-room units, so the family units are small,
mostly ecouples. The building is a xkm two=-story struecture, and
the basement %x 4 so have apartments. Most of the tenants here
ere permanent ones.

The Sasada family has been operating this aparment since
1942 when they voluntarily evacuated to Denver from Los Angeles.

Pre-evacuation history:

The Sasadas operated an apartment house for many years in
LosAngeles on ninth street near the Japanese distrlot. They
leased the spartment.

- Evaeuation: :

They voluntarily evacuated Losangkles m d cane to Denver
in Mareh 1942, just before the freezing order went into effeat.
They shipped their household belongings and drove out here in
their ear which they still have.

Lossess

The family suffered relatively little through evacuation,
as they owned very little mamk property. They apar ment they
operate was on a lease basis., liost of thohf pqnbnll belcngings
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were shipped to Denver,
ver nstment in eral:

The Sasadas were one of the first to evacuate to Denver
 and oﬁe of the first to beging operating s apartment house.
They learned about this apartment through the owner (caucasien)
who also owned and operst ed a hotel nearby in which they lived
the first few weeks after arriving in Denver.

Jiro attended Denver U. for sbout a year and a half until
1944 when he was inducted into the army. He was discharged regently
and is back at Deaver U, : . ‘

lir, 8, (father) soon begen working as a pressman in a dry
eleaning establishment,

Mother S, is now iorking tl:::ﬂl Brown Falace Hotel as a
maid. It 1s not known how long she has been working here, |

With the father's and mother's income from their respective
Jobs and with the income derived from the operation of the
apartment house, tﬁ.h family 1s economically secure and quite
happily adjusted.

Fermanency of Residence

Jiro reiterated what he had said previously about Chleago,
that he hated the place and didn't see how the Japanese prefer
-to live there. He was not particularly interested in returning
to Los Angeles. Of Denver he stated:

"I like Denver very mugh., It'snot too big and not too

suall., One ocan find all the fun one wa ts here as one i

would in Chicago. The nisel in Chicago are mainly attracted

by the big eity lights and bright neon migh algns. ....

Denver is quiet and in general a nice place to live,"

"When I want to go daneing I usually go to the Eliteh

Garden (armsement center) in North Denver. Or I go to

the Lakeside musement genter., It only costs 40 cents
per head and you ¢an have all the fun you want,”
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Permanency of liesidence (eontinued)

From all ‘uputa Jiro and hisfamily will remain in Denver
permanently. Economically they have rooted themselves here, |
They have no housing or famlily problems., In general they are
very contented here,

Eduoation:
| Jire is very anxious to continue his education, but he 1is

at a crossroads as to what field he should enter, He has two
years to his credit at Denver U,, and just rently after his
discharged from the army he reenrolled. He stated he began
‘l‘ith electrical engineering as his major, changed to arshitec-
tual englneering, and has been uncertain as to what he really
wanted to take up., At present he is mg] oring in business and-
agcounting. He is very pessl mistic about entering a professional
field as engineering as he feels very strongly that opportunities
for nisei in this field is very = limited. He explaim d:

"Don't you think the changes for nisei in the engineering

field 1a very limited? 1 can't gsee how I ¢an find a :

good job in this field after I have completed my educa-

tion. That's why I chsnged from engineering to asccounting,

At lesst ind accounting I will be able to find some kind

of job," .

In splte of encouragement given him by me that he should
g0 into the field of englneering if he really wasinterested in 1%,
snd in spite of cases I d ted where nigel have advanced themselves
in this fleld, Jiro nlntaiﬁ-od that the field was closed to nisei.
It seemed he was still thinking in terms of the pre-evacuation
era in which very few nisel who majored in engineering evesf got
very far aft.r finlshing college. Job prospests after ﬂ.ni'ch!.n;
college is his primary concern in selesting a injor at present,
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Jisei Veter 0 tion: _ _

When I mentioned the fact that 8 number of nisel veterans
-have joined the Cathay Bmerican Legion Post (138), he practically
turned ov:r in his chalr and very disparagingly stated: "OH,
THAT! They tried to get me to join, but I didn' t care to join
that outfit., What is the American Legion anyway--is it a soelal
elub?” f I informed him that it was legally a veterans organk a-
tion. “Well, the Cathay is nothing but a gmbling joint. One
thing I don't thirk too much the American Legion. They haven't
been too friendly to the nisel during the war, I thirk we nisel
ought to join a veteran orgm i:ations like the AVC, I don't
know why they called the orgmization *Cathay'. @nly a few
Chimne se are members. BUNost of themembers are nisei, Then the
kami commmder isa Chinese. I think the Chim se are taking
advantage of the good record established by the Nisei in Italy."

ihen asked what he thought about establishing a pure
nisel veterans orgaization, Jiro stated he thought the nlui
ought not to do this but ought to join already established lwal
veterans organization. lHe px-eforro d the AVC,

Asked about how most of the nisel veterans felt about forming
an orgmintion or joining one d ready elstablished, he stated
most of the nisel were indifferent., Jiro hims elf is rather in-
different. .
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Personal notes on Jiro
When he and hisfamily first came to Denver in March 1942

Jiro worked at various jobs for about a year. In early 1943
he enrol® 4 at Denver U, md oonthiuod sghool for about a year
end a half when he was inducted into the Army., He spent about
two years in ﬁhe army, never going overseas but staloned ab
Camp Snelling (langnage lohéol), @ 4 was just recently dis-
charged. He 1s now back at Denver U,

Jiro is a nisel of sbout 24 years of age. He !s aingle
and very much éngrossed in finishing kim colle ge before any-
thing else, He 1s rather handsome and of average nisel
stature. le is very friendly but more on the quiet =l de,
it was necessary to literally pump informetion out of him,
as he 1g prone to sit and listen rather than do the talking,

It isnot belleved that he associates too freely with the
nisel in Denver. From his belief that nisei mmghk veterans

ought to join already established veterans organization than

to form one of their own, it can be concluded that he prefers
to dissociate himgelf from any e-clusively Japanese org‘nniu-
tion.

Jiro 1ikes musiec and plays the planc. The family bought
a plano after they arrived in Denver. The piano =mm is
prominently located in the living rdon where our Vlsit.'ll
held. .
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BISEIl VETERANS ORG _ZATION 'r.;:'
(The following is taken from the September 3, 1946, issue of $he Progreseive

Hews, page two, lower left corner. This paper is & bi-li
newspapey, which is published daily except Sunday. The publébher is Miehi

Conuma, & nisei girl who used to live in Denver. That is the reason a
number of Denverites receive complimentary issues of the pan at present.
The paper is published in San Francisco, Calfornia.)
"JAPAYESE, OHINESE NAMES IN VET POST

"DENVER=--The only veterans organization of ite kind ie the Cathay Post 185,
composed of Japmmese and Chinese .l.l-rl.opn veterans of World ¥War II, whiech
dedicated ite memorial home at 2015 Makkst Strest here early this momth.

"Its officers are: William C. Ohin, commander; Harry K. Kewasski, senior
vice~commander; Eugene Lung and Henry T. Teuohiyema, junior vice-commanders;
Gilbert W. Yoo, finance officer; EBdward L. Chin, adjubant; Henry K. Saiki,
chaplain; Shigeo G. Teraji, athletic officer; Jerry Fujikmma, historian;
Yoshio U« Keanegai, service officer; and Joe Lung and Dol.u Wai Fong,

sergeante-at-arms."”
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BISEI BEAUTY 3HOP OPERATOR 19 sep 46
!ﬂnvcrunsion’ «1th George Ohashi T. Yatsushiro

I had g half hour or nq/‘i‘itiith George Onhashi, who &m
operates a bo-niy shop and is himeelf an expert hair stylist,
liis shop is located in the Florensz Bldg, at 830 18th Street.
Phone is KE 9412. The shop isnamed "Oshashi Beauty Salon",
and is in a fairly niece seetion of the eity. There are several
other professional nisei men who have offl ges or shops in the
same Building. I recalled mmminx the names of Kiflro Iwaslki,
who is a photographer, Dr., Suenaga (physielan), ¥r, Chicasuye
(lawyer who just left town), Dr. T, Ito {dentist), and Dpr, Y. Ito
(dcnti-t). Across.this bullding is Denver's main post office,.

I had met George once before and he immediately reecognized
me as 1 entered his & op. He was very friendly and was very
interestéd in talking. I was introduged to his wife who was
busy working on two customsrs who were there. Toward the end
of the visit a caucasian school prineipal (woman) came in end
George introduced me to her. She said she had about 8 Japanese
(nisei) students in his sehool during the last term, and spdke
very favorably about them. She was Very friendly m 4 had a
very rriﬁndly attitude toward the ananoli. She is George's
regular customer,

Per es ‘

George is a nisei of about 36 years of age. He is of average
nisei stature, probably [‘hhinnar than the average, He has a
quiet appearance but is quite articulade in a persen-to-person
situation. He RRx is very ambitious and optimistie with regarad
to his business future. R

\ ; : ",-,;_t-"lff-
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Conversation with George Ohashi T, Yatsushiro

~evacuation economic history

Before evacuation George operated three beauty shops, two
in LosAngeles and one in Sen Diego. He was very well established,
He showed me pietures of his salons and thoy.::;:_r;grinitoly to be
of first dlass calibre, lost of his shops were situated in
fashionable first class hotels. His trade was mainly of the
: _ a tograrhed
upper class ceaucasians. Near the entrade he has a large/picture
of Kita Hayworth, movie actress, who was one of his customers.
Without question he was one of the foremost hair stylist, Japanese
or csucasian, in California, He proudly showed me a whole
collection of trophies and medals which he had won at various .
hair styling
/eontests sponsored in southern California. All of them were
for winning first place. They were won in 1939, 1940, and 1941,
All of thui trophies are proudly exhibited about the shop,
and George expressed in winning them.
Evacuation md Losses & JACL

He was evacuated to Poston relugation eenter in Arizona in

1942emd lived in camp three. He stated he lost sbout $17,000
through evacuation, but dldn't seem particularly bitter about
this loss. He left Poston in 1943 and ever sinee has been
living here in Denver,

He was rather bitter about his relocation genter life
experience, esped ally -uth respect to the hostile attitude
harbored by some people toward him., He infommed that he was
the president of the JACL in Los Angeles and was very active
in the organization., Right after Defcember ¥th and before
évacuation he stated he left the West Coast to come to Denver
to survey resettlement prospeots here in an effort to assist
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Conversation with George Ohashi T, Yatsushiro

the issei mainly. He informed when he relocated in Foston em p
kexwux some of the evacuees threatened o beat him, becsuse of
a suspipion that he was an informer for the government,
He stated:

"Here I had been trying to help the Japanese and they

threataned to beat me up. That's why I'm not going

to stick my neck out for any one no more.

Seburo EKido (past JACL president) tried to get me

to be president of the Denver chapter, but I turned

this dom, I told him I would econtribute to JACL

hut am not going to take any active part i it."

He went to relate how for some strange reason he was put
on the "stop list" in camp and that he eouldn't resettle for
some time, He was bitter toward MissNell Findley, high eamp
administration official, who he elaimed deliberately held hix
up his leave, He stated:

"1 don't know why they put on me on the 'stop list',

I had strong recommendations from the Navy. InL:o

it was because of my conrme etion with the Japan- rica .

soogw:l.ll organization to which I belcnged and was active

i.no ;

He e pressed strong dislike for Naval Captain Zagharias,
who was very active in American radio propaganda to Japan
especially toward the end of the war with Jp an., He esald most
of the naval officials he knew were vory friondly to him and
wrote letters of recommendation for him,

ent e tu ] t

George now has one besuty siop wnich he deseribed as
"peally nothing--just keeps me busy". He is very anxious to
open up branch shops in the east and even overseas. He explained
he tried to get passage to Paris, France, for business purpose
but the government is not permitting orientals to visit Europe
at present, |
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Conversation with George Ohashi T, Yatsushiro
Present egconomie status and future prospects (eantinued)

He is very interested in going into the import-export
‘businesgfield, trading goods with Jepan., He has doing a lot
of spadeword along this line, and he e¢laims thet he has some
very prominent men who are backing him. With regard to
finaneial backing he state s

"I ean raise about §20,000 to $30,000, but I can't

put up §100,000, That's why I mmsiix need some big
men with money to back me up.”

-

He stated already he had demands from Japan for about $20,000
worth of American goods, as fishing tackles, ete.

0f his besuty shop business he is particularly interested
in establishing s ops in Chicago and New York., He stated he
wanted to enter the state hair styling makex contest that 1is
to be held there., He said he tried establishing a shop in
Chieago, but they eity refused him ligense to operabd,

General comment

Al though George isfinanecially well established he is mak
not gompletely happy about his business dtuation at present.
Until he can establish several branch beauty shops in some of
the big cities in the East he willnot be satisfied.

He has bought a house here in Denver.

Further vi#l ts with George will be made.
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Conversation with BiII HosaRaws & X, Iwasaki T. Yatsushiro
Had dinner tonight with Bill Hosakawa and Kitaro Iwasaki
at the "Pelican” restsurant. B1ll is with the Denver Post
while Kitaro is a photographer who has his own studio. Kitaro
is a young nisei;, probably about 23 years of age, who was WRA
photographer for over two years and who travelled extensively
' official
during his WRA employment (visited 44 states) td ing/plctures
of evacuees who have left camps and resettled on the “outsgide"
throughout the gountry. (More willbe written about Kitaro
following further interviews.) ,
The whole dinm r-ghat took about 2 hours. Kitaro and I
did a lot of reminiseing about people we both knew. Bill spent
a considerable portion of the evening probing me about my
Japan experience with the sStrat egle Bombing Survey., I finally
; toward the latter part of he evening
got mhamkx around/to question them about various aspeets of
interest in
the Japenese population in general. (Bill's ff my Japen
experience was beeause he wanted to write a news story on it,)

Issel Attitude toward Japan

Both Bill and Kitaro stated they weren't well acquainted

with this subjeet but both had some opinions on the matter,

Blll stated he thought the issdi now don't hold as strong a
politiecal attachment to Japan as before, but that the attachment
is now wre on a famlly and relative basis. Mt is to say,
issel here are concerned about their relatives in Japan. Of
course some of them have severed all connections with Japan or
their relatives for some time now., Of his parents Bill stated:

"You take my folks now. They don't give a gamn about
Japan or their relatives there."

Bill's perents came from Hiroshima. Kitaro'zxp didn't know where
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his folks came from (ken in Jespen) and didn't geem to gare
particul arly. :

Both agreed that the issel definitely don't want to go baek
now; especially in view of the difficult period Jepen 1s going
through. Many, of course, are seriously concerned about the
pending deportation to Japan,m d are fighting this.

JAssel-Nigel Relationship

Bill hnd definite ideas about the role of issel and ‘he
role of the nisel, He stated:

"Leadership passed on from the iseel to the nisel on
December 7, 1941. Due to their lack of English and due
to the faect that they sliens the 1ssel was foreed to
rely on the nisei for leadership and especially with
respect to dealing with the Xk rger community and the
government. You take Portland for instmee. There

the 1ssel came to ask for ald of the JAOL and the nisei
in generd « ... I don't believe that this change-over
was due to the advanced age of the issei. ...

Egonomie future of the Nigel and Issel

Bill econtinued:

"I don't give a damn about the issei now. As far as I
am eangerned they are nm -existent. In about ten years
the issel willall die off. The average age of the is-el
is about 60 or 70 now isn't 1t. e.es
The maln problem now is the nisei. The future of the
Japanese in America is dependent on the nisel., ....

Oh, I dof grant that in many instances the 1ssei still
hold the purse lt!‘lngl. ....-

Reemerg: o e C tie
When I asked what the prospects were of Japanese communities
reemerging, Blll.quiokly'retortoda
"Well, we have it already don't we. Take Denver for
instamee. The Japanese here are living off each other,
eseesel think this is bad. ... The gooner the leln.lt

break away from Japanese gommunities the better it is
going to be.
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Reemergence of Jp = ese Communities

Eitaro agreed that this was bad.axkmm It 1s to be noted
that both Blllmxix and Kitaro have suceeeded in breaking away
from do;:ondonoo on the Japanese comm ity for thoir livelihood,
Most of Kitaro's photography trade is with Cauecasians., This
weekend (Saturday and Sunday) Kotaro informed he had a big job,
that of taking pletures of a big twoeday @aucasian wedding sand
eelebration. Bill, of sourse, works for the Denver Post, leading
Golorado md Rocky Mountain region newspaper.

Zconomie future of the Nisei (®ntinued f-om page 2)

Bill felt very optimistic about the esonomie future of

the nisei, Ho‘rqlt that the nisei "will be able to hold ‘heir

own" gome what may, depression or general hard tim s.

Hisel Unsettleness
When this m bject was broached by me, Bill stated he felt

the nisel was not unique in this but that it was generally true
of the sountry. All agriod that this was natural following a
war,
Center erien d Vocational Opportunitie

I bosed a hypothesis that genter oxporiinu wvas an al 4 to
to finding jobs on the outside, and asked Bill and Eitaro to
express ti:g;lr views on the niur. Bill s'rongly felt that eenter
experience was not 'i)lrtl.onlarly an aid in finding similar jobs
on the outside, He thought that if there had been no evacuation
and confinement in relocation centers the Japme.o'on the West
Coast would have found just as good jobs in plane faetories ma

various war industries on the Coast as tﬁoy have during and after
the war,
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Tule Lakers and Repatriates

When the Tule Lakers (evacuees who expressed lon:I.ty' to Japan)
and repatriates were gasually mentioned, Bill stated: )
"I feel very strongly about them, I think the less
we are assoclated with them the better it is going
to be for us here in America. I think those of e
in Tule Lake, who gonsistently diselaim their U,8,
eltizenship and expresses loyalty to Japan ought to
be shipped to Japan., I feel strongly about treating
them very severely. After all, they made it very
tough for us in the relocation genters.”
Bill asked me whether I had wet any repatriates in Jepan
and how they were faring. 1 said I met a few and heard various
stories about them through nisei Gls stationed there., When I
stated that the #X nisel @Is were hostile to the nisei repatriates
and didn't want te have a ything to do withthem, Bill s4id:
*1 am glad to ® ar that. I think that is a heal thy
attitude to take towards the repatriates.”

Ganeral comment:

Bill is a nisel of about 30 years of age who is very
intelligent and possesses a keen analytical mind, He is very
strong for the imkpgexkisnxaf brnk.tng up or;g:pmeu community
influence and the integration or/tg;ui into the larger America
soclety at the earllest possible moment. It is not believed
that he mingles too .rruly with nisel or issei as prefers not
to.

-Kitaro didn't say too mugh during the whole chat, but he
impressed/ generally, ahd an attempt will be made to see him again

s00N.
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Quarterly meeting of the Denver ghapter Te Yatsushiro

The querterly meeting of the JACL Denver chapter was held
| tonight. The whole affeir began at 6:30 p.m. and ended at 11:30
Pel,

From 6130 to 8:00 p.m, a dinner was stage” at the Manshu
Grill, There were 21 in all that attended. Of this number
seven were caucasians: Senator and Mrs. Brooks, Mr, Graham, |
Mr. Girford Fhillips, Nies leise fvans, and Mr, and Nrs, Frenk
Smith. Fourteen were nisel mi inecluded Mr, Min Yasul, regiond
JACL representative, Dr. T. Mayeda, president Denfer- chapter,
and other members., It was purely a dinner affalr with no
speeghes., Background notes on some of the c¢aucasian people
at the dinner might be pertinent:

Senator Brooks: He 1s a state senator who is very liberal
and has been actively interested in the Japanese in
the city and s‘ate. He led the fight against the
anti-elien land diserimination bill which was before
the state legislature in 1944. He 1s a Republiecan

and has two more years in the senate., fie is probably
about 38 years of age.

lir, Charles grahni President of Denver Unity Couneil;
attorgey; politiecian representing Demoeratic party;
very liberal and interested in the Japanese.
About 50 years of age,

litgs Louise Evans: Executive-Secretary of the lenvery
Unity Counell; very active in community esctivities.
About 30 years of age. .

Gifford Fhillips: reported to be a publisher; Gordon Connelly
repo-ts he is helr to some 0il fortune., His interest
in the Japanese is noé known.
A variety of Chinese dish were served. Manchu Grill seem to
be the most popular Japanese-operated restaurant in town. '
It was formerly owned and operated by George Furuta, big businessman,

but is not operated by George's brother-in-law.
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Following the dinner the group left for the YWCA located at
1545 Tremont Place, rooms 6056-606, where the meeting was held,
The pros:éu for the meeting followed very much the mimeographed
progran sheet which is attached.

Politigal Debate:

The main item on the program was a politieal debate in whieh
Senator Brooks, Republiean, and lr. Charles Graham, Democrat, '
participated. Each discussed the various candidates of thelr
regpective partied for the coming general election, The candidates
ranged from the governor's office to the lowest eleetive politieal
office. lIssues were dlscussed briefly. It was a regular debat-
with time allawed for rebuttal.

There was some horseé play in the debate, espeeially by ir,
Graham, with humorcus cracks thrown at €ach other, but ingeneral
the debate was on a seriocus level. _

Prosident Mayeda explained that the debate was staged for
the purpose of clarifying in the minds of the nisel party candi-
dates and issues so that they esn vote intelligently in the coming
general election,

Business:

Following the debate asliort business meeting ensued with
President Mayeda still presiding. The items taken up are listed
in the program s eet. There seemed to be very little interest
among those present as indicated by the lack of discussion.
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Moviess
Several short sound movies were shown. One was titled
"The louse I Live In" starring Prank Sinatra. It was purely
an anti-racial déserimination movie. Another was ashort on
Franklin D, Roosevelt, abrief history of his life. Another
m:. pngu At with a commentary in Bnglishe-a story of
gangsterism in Japan., The la st was a cartoon.
Soeial Hour
A lottery was conducted with a tigket gelling for 50 ecents.
it was explained that the money ralse: from this l,tt:ory XAX
would be used to defray the movie expenses. About 55 tickets
were sold and about 7 prises were given away., (I won a 50 eent
fountain order prisze given by the Howard Dol pharmaey.)
| Daneing and refreshments took up the rest of the <vening

until 11:30. Ry There were only few remaining towerd the end,

t ee ;
There were about 45 people in all who ittondad the debate
and the rest of the meeting. Of this number seven were caucasians.
The rest were nhoi., but of these some were not JACL nuben..
Actually there were about 32 members or less in attendam ce,
The president, Mayeda, npoloqotlonly.rmrkod at the beginning

that some of the menbers "forgot to come".
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Impressions:

The noti.ng appeared to have been wellplanned with an
exgellent program offered the membership. However, there seem-d
to be lack of active partieipation umz the membership. The
attendance was relatively small, and those present were not
especially interested in the business end of the meeting.
n.ir of the pobplo. mostly the leaders, left when dmeing and
refreshments commenced. |

There .uu to be excellent leadership in men like Min Yasul
and Dr, liayeda, but there seem to be a wide gap between them
and the membership. It is probable that the leaders are doing
all the work and thereby the members are apathetie and inelined
toward sitting in the background nnn; hav ng things done for
" them., It seems that possibly the distribution of responsibilities
to a greater numb r of the members might stimulate more active
interest among more of them.



’ DENVER JACL _MEgING

8:00 p.m., Friday, Sept. 20th
Rrooms 605-606; 1545 Tremont Place

8:00 BUSINESS MEETING
Dr. Takashi Mayeda, Presiding

. SPEAKERS:

_Arthur A. Brooks, Jr., Republican state senator
“s.  Foremost in fight to defeat anti-Japanese
 1and agitation in 1944
Charles A. Graham, outstanding liberal Democrat
Candidate for U.S. Senate in 1944; present
president of Denver Unity Council

QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD
DISCUSSION 3

BUSINESS AGENDA:

; T CONSTITUTIQONAL AMENDMENT '
o8 ol Allow cabinet to appoint in case of vacancies of
g office, rather than special election

.. 'BLUE CROSS FOR DENVER JACL
Vote to adopt, authorize Cabinet to proceed

_ NOMINATIONS FOR 1947 OFFICERS
: Nomination committee to meet in November

PROGRAM FOR WINTER QUAKTER
06ét. 31 - Nov. 1. Bazaar and Carnival with NWAA
Nov. 7th or 8th. Meeting with Palmer Hoyt
Thanksgiving Dance
Christmas Ball
General Election

DENVER JACL BULLETIN:
Introduction of Staff members
Katie Kawamura, editor
Ben Miyahara, make-up editor
Saburo Tani, artist (heads)
Rosa Higashi, artist (cartoons)
Bill Hosokawa, columnist
sz, v ROy Takeno, feature writer
“k =" Hikaru Iwasaki, photographer
M4 in Yasui, editorial consultant

a

M N L "":.’..
1947 DENVER JACL MEMBZRSHIP DUES: (Proposed)
National fees. . . . . $ 1.00
Denver Chapter . . . . 1.00
Denver Bulletin. . . . 1.00
Total Membership Fee $ 3.00

TRI-STATE REGIONAL KEPRESENTATIVE REPORT
(1) Finances ¥y
2) Report of Activities of Denver Office
E Legislative Program of JACL
Reactivation of Tri-State Council




8. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
1) Manchu Grill
Saburo Tani of Ace Hi Studio for Posters
Rosa Higashi for Signs
Roy Takeno, for taking care of movies
Yoshiko Ariki, for acting as M.C.
Ben Miyahara, for Records
Mas Takata for PA system and phonograph
Hikaru Iwasaki,6 for photocs
anl 211 the merchanir who donated prizes

€00 TAl HOUE
9:3) p.m. $¢ 11:30 p.u.

i MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES. « « « « « « « « « » « Yoshiko Ariki

9:15 1. DOOR PRIZES TICKETS . . . « « o ¢ & o = & Frank Hiraoka
Cherge of .50¢ for defraying expenses
Additional tickets for drawing may be
purchased

9330 2, "HOVEESOSD, VP, BRFERINT, on 3 4y 3 8wt Koy Takeno
iThe House I Live uin," Frank Sinatra
"Life of Franklin D. Roosevelt!
"Travelogue in Japan" (Pre-war)
Newsreel shots of 442nd (if available)
Cartoons and“otp%r features ;

10:00 3. RECORD DANCE

Records thru courtesy of : ; Ben Miyahara
Phonograph thru courtesy . . Mas Takata,
' . . of Universal
‘ Y ' gen Badio

10:45 4, DRAWINGS FOR DOOR PRIZES
Shampoo and Finger Wave. . . . . Yoshiko Ariki,
, Beauty Salon

1 Pair Nylon Stocking. . . . . . . T.K. Pharmacy

Free Hair Cut. ... . . . Jack M, Fuji

$.50 Fountain Order. . " Howard Doi,

¥ ' ‘Pharmacy

1 Box Senbei . . . ¢ « + & A Frank Torizawa
Granada Fish

1 QOTBAEEG: + « + o » ¢ s .+ ¢ s o Lottie Lee

Hartnett, Exclusive Florist

1 Watermelon . . % GEEr a0 «re TRED FRaBh

Garden

11:00 5. REFRESHMENTS
Punch, doughnuts and cookies

6. DANCING UNTIL CLOSING TIME AT 11;30 p.m.
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" Various talks with Bessie Onishi

Bessle Onishi is the secretary in the JACL office, and I haxax
see her quite often inasmuch as I use the JACL Office as my head-
quarters. The following has been learned from these various
eontacts. '

Family Set-up:

Father: 1ssel; works at some hotel (caucasian) as storeroom
elerk,
Mother;:; 1isseil; housewife. - -
Child ren: Bessie; only child; about 24 or 25 yéars of age;
secretary in JACL offige.

Housing:
‘ Bessie and her family bought a house which is loeated in
the so-called Japanese residential distriet, somewhere around
S2nd St. and Arapehoe. (cheek this). At first when they relocated
in Denver--over a year ago--they lived in en spartment, but
Bessie's father didn't like this set-up a bit as they had to be
80 eonsiderate of the other, as being quiet, and not coming home
too la te, mnd not having toc many guests. In their disgust over
this restrictive living, they desided to buy a house of their
own where they can do as they please. They are happy in their
present house, which is old but substantial.
Pre-evacuation history:

Prior to evacuation the family lived in Los Angeles m d
fixxx®k: and Gardena, California. The father on-:od a grogery
ltorg in L.A. and one in Gardena. The tn-ily. first lived for
& long time in Los Angeles, where Bessie grew up most of her
life. But a few years before the war the father sold out their
Los Angeles store, lll but kept their Gardena store. The family
decided to move to Gardena inasmuch as their only store waslasated
there. Bessle protested this move very much, inasmchas she JW®
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Pre-evacuation history:
like Los Angeles and was used to the eity life m d didn't partiecu-

larly like living inf the country. She had just ssmpkmksixik about
finished her high sehool eduscation, and she didn't want to transfer
to a country school., Her dad permitted her to eont!.nue hxe at
Roosevelt High School in Los Anseflu, but mik he refused to take
her in the family car. Therefore she smmmmkiss caught the bus
every school day. Before long this became very inconvenient and
she quit Hoosevelt ligh snd transferred to a lapal high sechool.
She then a'tended Compton Jr, High Sehool for a while. About

1940 her ¥ dad influenced her to take a trip to Japan as some

of his relatives were old and ill, S5She made the trip with

her mothcr, They stayed in Japan about a yeuf. She compd ire 4
about being gawked at by the Japanese people who were experieneing
‘& diff cult time due to the war between Japan and China. Whenever
she wore good shoes and good elothes, p@oplq Just stared at her,
She didn't like this a bit, Neither @id she like having to play
the restrictive woman's role, of having to be so politémm, of
having to take the 'back seat #m her relations with men, ete.

Just biroro evacuation the father sold thelir grocery store
and many of their other possessions as the famlly sutomobile,.
Bouig is very regretful that they sold their car, as they sold
it for practically nothing, and as they could make good use of it
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tion & e
The family was relopated to Amache, Granada Relocation Center.
Her father begame the bloek manager for their bl ek, The bloek
persuaded her to become Xkm a dandidate for fam couneilmen, or
representative of the bloek to the ecommunity couneil. She stated
she refused, as she didn't want to get involve in polities.
However, the nominat ng committee ineluded her name with two
others. At the election she and another person got the most
votes and a revoting was scheduled. But she deelired the post
to the other person.
Bessie spoke eritically of camp life, that there was so
mugh petty quarreling among the evacuess,
They le £t camp in 1945 and resettled in Denver,
Béssie's occupstion in Denver
Bessie worked for about a year,until about two months ago,
for lr. Takamine, who 1s the biggest potatoe distributer in town.
She worked as a bookkeeper., She quit that job as she thought
her present yob was more interesting, md possibly it may have
paid more. She is quite happy in her present job, al though this
has been the first she ever worked as a seecretary. |
Permanenecy in Denver
Bessie stated about golng baek to cal:lfdmiu
"All my friends are back in California. None of them are
here, Friends of my folks are all back there also, Gee,
I sure would like to go back. I know my mother wa ts to
g0 bask., But I don't know what will happen.”
Begause the family has bought a house in Denver just a year
or so ago, it doesn't seem probable that they will leave Denver in
the next two years or so. They have no property there to go back to.



Po 1

s L .  Denver J#’j?(
NISEI HAIR STYLIS? 21 gep 46
Visit with George Chashi T. Yatsushiro

Visl ted with Nr. ad Nrs. George Ohashi at their home, loeated
at 4314 Raritan, phone CHerry 2620. Georie is an expert hair
stylist from pio-ovacuntzon days, and his wife assists him at
the shop loecated in town,

Residence:

The Ohashis have a very nige home in a good residential
district in the north side, across the Platte River., There are
two bedrooms, a good sigze living-dining room ecombination, kitehen
and bath. The house 1is bgile of briek and locks falirly new yet.
There is a basement which 1s used as a work shop, storage room,
and bedroom in gase of overe-night guests. The lot is narrow but
very deep or long. Xhmemxix The front has a nice lawn and the back
is spacious with a lawn, vietory garden, and a garage. '

George bought this house when he first came out here in 194:.
He stated he pald 78800 for it. Heé elaims he can get about 710,000
for it now, He is thinking of fixing the gnrago,'thnb is rebuidding
it of briek structure. He said two or three yeare ago, it cost
§550 to have a brick garage built, but now 1t sost $8850.

The house was repainted and fixed up (interior) when George

first moved in. itul‘l:llllillli!xllllﬁlhllx It was unfurnisghed

and George had to furnishf 1t completely. He informed he had all
his stored furnitures from san Dhégo shipped to him, He eclaims that
he lost heavily in the way of stolen furnitures., e was bitter
about his xmxpmiiy supposedly good friend who kooked after his
furnitures and bel ngings and walked off with gam a good portion.

He stated when his belongings were shipped to him from san Diego,
many big boxes came empty.
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Residenge: (continued)

George stated that his neighbors are all caucasians., He
states that he 1s accepted in that community and that there has
been no antegandém displayed. | |
Fawlly ssfxggx background:

George Chashi: head

Mrs., Chashi: wife; about 30 years of age.

Others: lirs. O's younger ‘unmarried brother who was

recently discharged from the « He is
thinking of enrolling at Denver U,
He's about 21 or 22 years of age.

George = has been parentless since he was about 17 years of
age. He lost his mother when he was about 5 and his dad when he
was about 17. He has many belatiwms, many of whom are living in
Hawail. He himself was born in San Ppanciseo. He has no active
relationship with my of his relatives. iHis parents came from
Hiroshima I believe.

Mrs, Ohashl's parents are farming in Ft. Lupton. They were
big time farmers in the Guadalupe region in California, farming
over aao.acron. They mmxx farm 160 acres at present of a all kinds
of vegetables. There seems to be a very close tie between George
® d his wifé's parents. I believe George assisted in getting thol
farm land for his parents-in-law, aoorgo.utnﬁod they are doing
satisfactorily. He eleimed that the price of onions is now
about 25 cents pe r seck, and complal ned that it doesn't pay to
ralse onions for that price. George also mentioned the unfavorable
weather of Colorado whiech 1s @dways a risk the farmers face. He
stated how many of the farmers in tho-northorn area lost their erops

" in the resent hail storm that struck that ares.
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Evaeuation

George spent gonslderable time roviewing the events just before
evacuation, He Fold of how he and many other JACL leadera left
San Diego to gxploro prospective farm lands for Jspanese farmers
in the Colorado and Utah areas. They drove their own ears all
the way from San Diego to Colorado snd back. The whole trip took
about 10 days. With some rotfoupaotivo amusement ax but a good
deal of seriousness he related how he and his friends were arrested
and questioned by poliece officers alm st all ﬁhe way from the West
Coast to‘001orado. He stated espeeially In Colurade every town
and eity law enforcement ageneles were on the luokout for Japanese
wandering in from the West Coast and they were spotted in every
stop-over they made and were arrested and held several hours,
~ In Denver, he stated, he talked to Gov Carr who was vorﬁ friendly.
The grou, surveyed farm lands 1n one or two areas in Colorado
and one area 'n Utah xm but felt none of the uréan were good farm
lands. Commenting on the whole trip George made, Mrs, Ohashi
stated: "The trip was sctually useless. HNext Time I am gbins
to keep you (George) home."

When they started the journey, George stated there were
10 car load of people but toward the end there were only two car
loadd.

Because of the huge losses he suffered and because of the
countless times he had been arrested and questioned by the poligce
Gearge feels rather bitter about the whole evacuation, .

He stated that if he ean roolnih.hin losses he will s-ntribute

the money to some worthy organization, probably the JACL,.
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George likes fishing and hunting. He took me to the basement
where he showed me his hunting rifles nnd-riahina outfits, He
talked of going f shing with hie neighbor the following morning.
He stated he goes fishing on Sunday usually with hisneighbor, |
and asked 1f I would be interested in going with him one of these
days. CUenersl ly, he leaves home sbout dne o'olaﬁk in the morning
and drive out into the ecountry fo:r about 4 or 5 hours before
they come to eny fishing grounds. :

1 Joined the family for dinner and the maln entre was
fish (trout) which George had caught himself the previcus Sunday.

George wants to establish his bheauty shopes in New York emd
Chicago, but he stated he likes fishing and hunting and sinece
this 1s found In Colorado he didn't want to leave Colorado
egpeclally.

Automobile:

George stated he bought his present'dl Nash from a GI who
was going overseas in 1943 for $1000. He stated he was luoky
he bought 1t, as he can still sell the car for that price or even
more., ¥s Of his ear which he had prior to evacuation he stated:

£fmxdxmr

"Goddamit, I sure was a fool to sedl n; gar., It was a
1940 model and in perfect condition., sold it for
$200. Gee, I sure last money onthat deal,”
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A e tow e tes and e r

George feels very atrongly tha' they ought to be severely
dealt with., He feels thil;:Zpuially because of the rough time
he had in camp where he was threatened to be beaten up by many
of the pro-Japan anti-Ameriea group of Japanese,

George's brother-in-law who served as an occupation in Japan
for about six months until very regently, related how none of
the nisel § Gls would have mything to do with those nisei and
issel who went back to Japan as repatrihtes. He related how
many of the niseli, dressecd like"pachooks” (zoot suiters), came
to the NYK bullding in Tokyo where many of the nisel g GIAS
were billeted trying to get sympathy and help from the latter.
He went to say the nisei Gls simply ignored them and were simply
sore at them, especlally becsuse of the mmn attitude and
behavior of these 'epatriates while in the camps in Amerieca. ,

I

onoaule ustme
Much of what has been written in the previous report on
George was reiterated in tonights visit., Generally he is happlly
adjusted in hils work mmixmms which provides him with a falr
ineome. e 1s looklng lnto the #x future and thinking of expanding
his bud ness inthe East and even to Japan. He is also it erest
in entering the import-export business with Japan.
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I visited Rev. Usmura and his home located at 2515 Californis Strees,
Just next to the church, and hdd dimmer with the family.
Fpuily set-up:

Father: Rev. Uemura, about 58 years of age, Gelcndo paster for

about 17 years.

Mother: Mps.U, about 55 years of age.

Children: 6 daughters, 5 of whom are merried, two of whom are the
youngest and attending Manual high echool in Denver, and
one g whom died just after graduating from high school
in 1943.

1 son, Joseph, 20 years, just gompleted Denver U, and
now enrolled as a minieterial student at Denver U'e
E1liff Theologioal Seminary.

(The two daughters mow living with the family are
Yayol or Elizabeth, 17 or # 18, and Kiye, 15 or 16)

Zhe Chureh

Rev. Usmura hasf been pastor of this church for the past 17 years
nowe During the first few years he used to travel from one rural area
to another in Coloredo, ministering to'the rural people as they were
without a church. Now he confines his presching in Denver, although
zugx people from the xumak neighboring rural areas gome into Danver
svery other Sunday to attend serviee. To agcommodate the rural pgopde
just about every other Sunday church service for the issei is held:
at 2:30 in the afternoon. The firet and third Sunday the service for
iseel ie held &t 10:00 in the morning. fev. U explained that the
Denver pecple, many of whom are CAlifornians, prefer the morning service ‘
and the present afterncom=morning arrangecent 1s a compromise La&NE
between the urban and rural people.

nisei and issel,

Aeve Usinformed that the entire church membership/ is about 500,
which includes the rural people. At his issei serfice there is an
average aw of about 60 to 70 in the morning service and about
65 to 75 in the afterncon service. The mmax age of the iseei members
rangs from %5 to 80. |
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Permanency of Japanese residents in Denver
feve Ue felt that the population (Japanese) in Denver will um.

appreciably, ae a number of people are somtinually lesving for Oalifornia.
Of the farmers, he mistmixt reiterated what)f had been eaid by many others,
namély, they are having & hard time trying to cope with Colorado's weather.
California farmers are used to year-around farming in relatively good
weather conditions, but here in Oolorado they are rutrlet;og to farming
only during the summer months. le relatdd how the recent summer hail
storn ruined many farmers in the Srighton area.
Eeonomie status of Japanese in Denver

Rev. Us thought that the Japnese in Nenver were faring satisfactorily
in the various jobe and businesses they are in. Wm-. He did
not gzo imto any detail in deseribing their economic future.
Generals

Reve U. was very much interested in talking about his family add about
world politieal, egonomic, and sceial probleme. He taked about fussia
and it's world poliey. He was interested in Japan's ’I'Cl.;l‘t dondition
and her future. He felt Japan should not be so strippdd of all her
‘po.ulllm that her populstion of 70,000,000 will have to beyf erodded
in an-area not bigger than Colorado. Coneiderable time was spent in
discussing thess various subjeots in which Hev. U. was interested.
Assistance to Japanees

RevsUs hae done a great deal toward u-uua; evacuees resettle in
Denver and Colorado im gemeral. During the war when the evasuees began
triokling into Denver, his wife prepared dimmer every might for about
15 nisel students &t their home. In various other ways he has mssisted

the evacuees.
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Impressions:

Reve Us and his church is serving a useful purpose in mrium
certain needs of the issel. However, with the m‘of the iesel as 1t is
and the age of Aevs Us, the usefulness of an issei muxpa pastor and an
iesei ohureh service will nof longer exiet &% after about 10 years.
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Tonight in the lobby of the 8ilver Nollar Hotdl 1 pu-uupmi ina
"bullesession"with threef nisei veterane. Yosh Mamiya, eoe-owner of'the
- 8ilverDollar Hotel, was the principal character who did most of the falk-
inge The other two were not as woitarom as Yosh. COme of these two

ie Hoshi (don't know his firetname), who is the brother of Paul lioshi

who in turn ie the co-partner of Yosh Maniyaxkn
The session firet began between Yoeh and I, with Yosh relating in

some leggth his army and war experience in Europe.

Ay *NERREKRSNAR dervice

Yosh was firet inducted in early 1944 and was diechegged about
July 1946. He was a member of the 442nd, and was one of the 500 whe
paraded in D.C.and ware reviewed by President Truman. He wasf an inffantry-

f e d from erie
Yosh took great pride in relafhng how his army experience restored
sslf-gonfidence in him.

*"You know when 1 firet came out of the relocation camp to resettle
in Colorado, boy, we sure got diseriminated againet. I remember
Paul (Hoshi who is Yosh's partner) and I firet got off in La Junta
and went to the nearest restaurant to get some food. Faul and I
sat down and waited for the waitrese to take our order. vell, we
waited and waited and the waitrees wouldn't come. 1 told Paul,
'Come on, let's get the hell out of here', but PFaul wouldn't go.
He sald, 'Let's #it until the waitrese come take our order'. Well,
we waited some moreand I insieted to Paul 'Let's leave', but you
know how Paul is. He was stubbornm and wouldn't gos I wanted to
get the hell out of there. Yell, we fREmmkix waited for hour and
half before we finally left the place without being waited one...

"Well, when I got out of the army a little while ago and on my
way home to Denver, for the hell of it 1 stopped off at La Junta
and went to the same restaurant. I was going to raise hell if I
got the same treatment as Paul and I did three yaars ago. 30y, .
thie time the moment § went into the restaurant and sat down at
& table the waitress came to wait on me. It's a damn good thing
she waited on me. ] wasn't scared thie time with my uniform on."
"Now, if any hakujin or anybody try anything funny on me I'm going
to tell him off, zm'smmnxu.mupigsou-
oriminate against me."
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Self-Confidence (eontimuddd
Yosh went to relate a story about another dischagged nisei GI,whove
name wae "Roy" and whoee family lived in Grand Jumetion, Cclorado.

"That guy foy is a rugged guy, all right. He's the kind of guy
whose alwaye looking for trouble. You know inthe battlefront he
was always volunteering for front line cembat service. He's a
typleoal guy from the "inaka" (eountry). You know they always want
to be front line troope.

Well, he was banged up in battle and had to have one leg ampitated.
1 saw him the other day in Denver and he told me this story. when
he got home (Grand Junetion) the other day, Magkm being discharged

' ’ d & big eign in front of a hakujin
m ’m—u‘m lul.l-g fle went down to the restaurant
without his kag one lege-he intentionally left his artificial leg
off--and with hie crutches and stormed into the restaurant. He
demanded '“here is the manager of thie joimt!' The manager came
out and he ocuseed the hell out of the manager for putting up such
a sign as 'No Japs Allowed' in front of his restaurant. e went
on to tell the manmager, 'vht do you think I went to war for' and
about he being an Ameriecan and about his right to be treated fairly.
The next day the sign was taken off."

JYeterans Organisation:

xm "You know the nisei veterans ought to join some veterans organi-
sation. But I don't think we ought to form a segregated unit.
We ought to join an organization already established by hakujhn.
I hamr that the AVC ie very good."
of
W¥hen 1 mentioned the Oathay Legion Post im which many nisei veterans

are members, he said:
"Ahe-~that'. (vey disgustedly). That's nothing but a gembling
Joint. Furthermore, 1 don't like the American Legion. They were
againet us throughout the war."
when asked why he didn't make any effort to join an organization,
he stated:

"Wy brother~in-law and I alwaye talked about joniq af veteans
organization, but 1 don't know we never did. I don't know, I'm
not sure about whether I should or should not join an organization.”
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Yosh Mamiya and Paul Hoshimm, as mmrl._ took over the operation
and ownership of the Silver Dollar Hotel, located &t 1860 Lawrence Stret,
in 1945 mhan after they left the relocation eenter. They were in Poston
relocation center. Paul ie now in 3en Diego back in his old job as radio
operator on a fishing boat. Yosh is managing the hotel, but they still
maintain their partnership of the hotel.

While Yosh and Paul were in the army the past two years until July
of this year (1946), Yosh's parents operated the hotel. Just recently
Yosh's parents took over the operation of another hotel on Larimer street,
near 20th street, and live there.

Zhe hotel:

The hotel was formerly &he biggest and most famed house of prostitutim.
Yosh informed that the whole district on Lawrence Street wae a "Red Light
Distriet” having about 20 houses of prospitution. Every other night or
80 some caucasian drops in to inguire if there RkEx any girle doing business.
Yosh stated when he first took over the hotel he used to lock the front
door so he won't be bothered by undesirable vieitors. However, the police
foreed him to keep the fromt door unlocked all the time. He stated this
was probably due to fire hazard regulétions.

About the time Yosh and Paul took over the hotel in 1943 the eity
government began oracking down on prospitution and eleaned out the whole
Lawsenoe Street "skidrow". Prom all indlcations it appears that the gov't
did an effective job.

The hotel has about 17 rooms, but only 14 or 15 are actuslly rented
out. Yosh and his partner's (Paul Hoshi) brother oocupy one room, whieh
was occupied by Yosh's pmrents until regently when they moved to their
own hotel on Larimer Street. Dumnoﬁmrlyml.uiym
"Silver Dollm Sewing Salon" which was operated by Yosh's married sister
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Ihe Hotel (econtinued)
and another relSive. They closed up shop about three weeks ago, m
Yosh's married sister and her husband left for San Diego whers they are
living with the husband's parents. Thell hushand of Yosh's sister ie a
veteran, who epent many monthe in the hospital mast because of complications
resulting from an appentectomy perfopmed while he was in service.

.There are some caucasians livipg in the hotel but n-t.d' the tenants
are uulﬁ issei. There are about 20 to 25 people in all living here.

Since the time Yosh and Paul tock over the operation of the hotel,
they have renovated the hotel completely. They have installed an air-
conditioning system to the heating aystem nlmdy.uublhlud- The plﬁn
in ganeral is very clean and 'niuly kept up. The rooms are e¢leaned every
day. It is generally regarded by the Japanese as the best Japanese~operated
hotel. The rates are nominal ranging from §1.50 per night per room to
$2.50. Itk The hotel is almost alwaye filled to eapacity.
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visited Mr. James Curtis, former Denver Relocation Officer, tonight
at his home. Mrs Curtis is & man of about 55 years of age, who is deeply
interested in the Japanese problem. He didn't impress me as on who h.uw
particular outstanting sbilities, but he did impress me as one with sincere
and deep convictions about the Japanese problem. He loves to talk but
his speegh is very dry and drawneut.
Attitude toward svasuations

Curtis shamxhi felt very etrongly that the evecuation was a big
migtake. He is very imterested in seeing the wrong rectified. He inquired
1f there were any Federal jobs mvailavle in conneetion with assisting the
evescuses resettle or chll!.u losses they suffered.

[ e e

Curtis felt that the svacuees in Denver hawe adjusted very well,
sconomically speskings He spoke of the numerous business established _
by the evesuees. However, because he felt that many more evacuees will
return to Oalifornia mdd that the Japanese community will shrink con=
siderably more, many of the Japanese businese which are catering mainly
to Japamese will gradually go out of business. Eepecially Japanese food
stores and restaurants, he thought would not all be able to continue
1f the trend toward returning to Oslifornia eontimmess

He spoks of the farmers who are experiencing a hard time tryimg %o
eope with the severe Colorado olimate. He thought most of the farmere
will leave first, if they hawen't 1#ft already.
Heturn to California

He salled my attention to his final report in which he mShSadxthek
predicted that the population here will continue to decrease considerably
this year. He thinks this trend toward returning to California will continue
until next epring (1947) when the population will level off.
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Aeturn %o California (contimued)

in explaining the reason for this trend toward returning to California
he thought the main influencing factor was psychologieal in mature, that

or have heen prohibited

ie people want to do what they are smka prohibited/from doing. Becauss
they were denied freedom to return to California during the war and are
not permitted to do so, he thought many people are just returning teo
Galifornie just because they can do sos He thought many of them are hakm
having & harder time there in trying to get a house and & job than they
are here or in the EsSt. Further, many of them have nothing to go back
to but are going back any way. ' |

He is very interested in making a study of the adjustment the returnimg
evaouees are making in California.
Eopulations |

He referred me to his final report of early this yasr (1946) in which
he sstimated the the population for Denver county and counties of Adams,
. Jefferson, and Arapahoe to be about 7200. He thought the present popula-
‘tion is now only one=half of that. By Bpring of 1947 he thought the
popuhttou would mx even be smaller than the present.
islooation probimms in Denver --Diserimimation

Curtis related many stories about &kx the assistence his offiece gave
to evaguee resettlers. He related of how two young nisei attempted to
enroll at Aurora High Sghool and were blunmtly turned away by the sshool
supervisor who ealled the eity police mmt believing that the two nised
wers eseaped’prisoners” from the nearby Granada "internment camp®. The
relosation office upon hearing of this incident made arrangements for the
nisel to enroll atthe wmu liigh Sehool whose pﬂuﬂ.nl wae very friendly
mulmdﬁ nisei as he had had other nisei students for many years.
In the end the Aurora High Sghool mm-u;mlunr. Curtis and apologized.
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He also relatedthe story of how a nisei souple found a house for
rent near the Methodist Church to which he (Curtis) belonged. He ecalled
the minister of the church and explained the problem to him. The ﬂuﬁr"
first reaction was "Why does he (nisei) want to live 4n this distriet for?"
dre Curtis went into a long explamation about the nisei right to live
anywhere he wanted to, eto. ete. and with much delight ir. Curtis related
how he got the minister on his Mide and preaching about minority righte
in Sunday sermons.

Mr. Ourtis explained that trying to combat diserimindion was a lomg
and tedious process, and that ome had to be patient.mmixmapkxztxit
Attitude of the Community:

¥r. Curtie thought that the attitude of the larger community now wae
one of indifference. He thought the change of editorial persounnel and
poliey in the Denver Put;doﬂutuly ooutuh:\i.::.;;‘uuuag a favorable
attitude smong the public. ' |

w i ule
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Visli ted Harry and Bob Kohama at their apartment (No. 2)

located at 1944 Larimer Street, phone KE 0474,

Background & Famlly:

Harry Kohama: 24 years; single; discharged from army in
July 19463 working at a Denver furnl'ure
companyj served 27 mohbhs in army.

Bob Kohama: 22 years; single; discharged from army in
February, after gerving about two years;
working at Toner's Ine. in the egg distribu-
tion department. \

Parents: Both parents are living in FPt, Lupton, in Gov't

Labor camp, homse #40. They are farm laborers.
Right now Father is in Denver working in some
restaurant as cook, as there is no farm work due

to the reeent severe hall storm which wiped out
the farm oro

Sibblings: There are siifiar-n all below Harry and Bob,

the youngest being 2 years old. All living
with parents in Pt. Lupton.

. There does not seem to be a very elose tie between the two
boys (Harry & Bob) and their family. When I commented thnt ;t was
a hardship on them to be separated from ‘heir family, Bob, younger
of the two and more articulate than Harry, stated, "Oh, no, we
vigit them every so often." When I asked where hix théir father
was working, Bob sald: "Oh, somewhe e in town at some restaurant,
but I don't know exeatly where,”

Brior to evacuation, the Kohamas lived in Winters, Califo nia,
in the Sacramento Valley region. The parents worked as farm laborers
on sn apricot farm. With seven children (the youngest was born
in Amache camp) to support, and only one or two breadwinners in
the family, the family must have struggled to eke out an existense,
Kven at present the family is struggling for a livellhood, although
with the two oldest boys, now returned from the army, working it

mast not be as hard as prior to evacuation.
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The family was evacuated to Mergedes Assembly Cen er about
May, 1942, Then about September, 1942, they reevacuated to the
Granada Relocation Center (aAmache), Both Harry and Bob were
inducted into the army in early 1944, The family left Amache
and resettled in Ft. Lupton in 1945,
Harry's Ogﬂ.nagml

Harry,the older of the two, is working for a furniture
(ehildren's) store in town (losated about 2000 blook on 15 street
I think), There are 4 or 5 other nisel working in the same place,
His relations with his employer is very good., Agked about htsx
wages pald there, he stated, "Oh, not much." He seems to' be
fairly satisfied in his job, although it was apparent that he

would like to get a better pa job, Ha has been working here
sinee his discharge in July, 1':”. S i
3

Bob's Occupation:

Bob works in the egg division of xk Toner's Ine, which is
& distributor for various other food products, as mayonaise, ete,
In the egg dAvision there are about 30 employees, of this numbepr
25 are issel and nisei both men and women., As yet the issel and
nisel are non-union memb rs, although there has been some talk
about roming a CIO union, He informed hat the nisel-isgel
relations with the employer is very good, Asked about the wages
paid, Bob stated, "Very sheap." Asked about wheth: r he intended
to econtinue working thon,' Bob stated he would like to get out of
the place as "I don't see any future working there." He 1s satisfied
to the extent that the job pays him some m rt of income., He has
‘been working here ever since his discharge in February 1946,
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Housings

Both Harry and Bob live together in a one-room apartment
located on the second floor. The buildings in this distriect o
Larier Street are all old, m d the distriet is mmmxmf the worst
business area intown. The room has a double bed whieh is about
to fallapart, an o0ld dresser, a table, few chairs, an open clamet,
and a gas range (stove). Bob and Harry eat out im for breakfast
and supper, but they prepare their own lunghes whigh they take
to work withthem. ‘I'h?/ prepare the lunches the night before,

The room is falr insize, not too crowded or too spacious, The
hallway leading to their room, which is in the corner, was uo‘dcrk
that 1 couldn't see the number on their room. The Foomis .
definitely unsatisfactory or sub-standard,and only because the
two are young and not inclined to be too partisulsr are they
satisfied with their housing.

Seelel contasts

Both boys are extremely shy, Harry more than Bob, and reserve,
but they are extremely friendly and likeable as one gets to know
them, They have very few close friends,and in general pal around
togesher., When asked what they did during their leisure, xkax Bob
said, "0h, go to the movies---I guess-that'ghbout all.” They are
very well 1liked by the wife o:}E:n.ng with whom I had a short chat.
They are not nﬁon of the JACL, but I met them at the recent
JACL quarterly meeting held on September 20th. Aside from talking
to me at the meeting they kept very muchto themselves. Their farm
bw probably aecounts for their shyness.
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JACL

Asked about what they thought of JACL ingeneral, both of thém
app oved the JACL md it's polieies. As Bob gaid:

“I think JACD has done a lot for the Japanese. They

have helped us invarious ways. I think their policies

are okaye eceee

"I know overseas we used to read the Pacifie Citizen., I

enjoyed reading the paper. Some of the boys were opposed
to. JACL but they read the pgp er. They cald 4 the paper

*Poopaganda paper', "

Bob became an associate member of JACL while he was overseag,
but he elaims he is not an offieial member at present. Neither

is Harry a member at present. Neither of them could quite explain
they weren't members mxxm at present. At least they are interesied
in the organization, as indicated by their p esenge at the last
JACL quarterly meeting. '
Army Experience: ;
Agked 1f they benefited in any way from their army experience,
Bob stated: "Well, at least we had a chanee to see Eurcpe. |
Frobably we wouldn't have this chanee if we hadn't
been inthe army. ....l don't regret having served
in the army. «...I guess &f we didn't have to gerve

we might have gone ahead further in our jobs and
education...but I don't know,"

Veterans Organization:

Bob and Harry were sono'??:dirroront to joining a veterans orga-
nization. They mentioned the Cathay Legion Post. Asked if they
had been ssked to join this organization,they said "No"., If they
were to join a unit, they woulld prefer to join a non-segregated
veterans organization. They casually mentioned AVC as a good outfit
to join.
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Education: |
Both Harry and Bob have graduated from high school, Asked
if they had ever thought about continiing their edueation, Bob
stated: "Yes, I'd like to take advandage of 'he GI Bill of
Rights and go to s6hools «....1'd like to take up
bookkeeping or aceounting. Don't you think there
_ dre many opportunities in this linet"”
Harry was ma indeeisive about whether he wanted to econtinue
school or not. ne is 24 years of age, and probably feels that

he is a bit old to go to sechool.

impressions:
Both Bob and Harry are not completely satisfied/ with their

soeial end economie status. They are mentally umsettled as to
what they want to do in the near future. Their jobs are merely
something that provides them an ineome. although they seem to
be detached fromthelr family, it seems that they contribute to
their support and they do feel some obligation and responsibility
in this respect.

Socially, they seem to be maladjusted. Their shyness has
hindered their association with t';ther people, the Japanese commmnity
and the Barger commnity. However, they seem to be relatively
- happy intheir limited soeisl sphere.

They seemed rather shy about?%aiting their family in Ft, Lupton
when I make the rural study. This is probably due to the fact they
are ashamed that their family %= memb ers are farm hands and they are
not having an easy time mk maintaining a livelihood,
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Wxatumdumthger\ummh‘-mmd
strictly of nisei of the Community Nethodist Church. The meeting was held
at the home of Rev. and Mrs. K. Sasaki, betweon 8 and 11 p.m. Thers were

Citizen
about 18 in sll that attended. Bill Hosakawa, Pacific/Columnist and Denver
Post staff member, was the principal speaker. His topic was "y lmpressioms
of the Nisei". Min Yasui, JACL Tri-State regiomal representative, was
alse present. Others who attended and whom I remember are:
Mise Yosh Ariki: chairmen; beauty shop operator) Damverite.
Mre. James Hirayama: Ohurch leader; nisei who is leaving Denver
to re-resettle in Palo Alto, California, his
former home town.

Joe Ariki: gred. of college, majored in sociology; about 22 yrs;

' interested in working for welfare dept. here for a while
than do graduate work in sociologys Denverite.

Carl Amano: 3 yre at College of Mines in Colorado, dropped out
recently because of poor eyesighty Operstes family gift
shop called "Dragon Gift Shop" at 685 15 st. {between
California and welton) Denverite.

Charles Kemayatsus former Los Angeles resident; older nisei;
very jovial individual,very intelligant; woirks at a
sountain resort as butler on weekends. Not kmown what
hbe regular work is.

I didn't bave af chmnce to talk very long with any of the girls as

they were busy serving food or preparing it in the kitchen.

The principal participants in the discuseion were 3111 Hosakawa,

Min Yasul, Yosh Ariki (Miss), Charles Kamayatsu, and myself. Bill first
gave & Wkfhalf-hour or so informal talk.
gtment in olnes:

Bill spoke mbout the 200 or 250 nisei and issel in Des Moines, Iowa, -
who have succesefully adjusted themeelves in their new commundty. He
i1lustrated this by citing mumerous cases of which he personally knew.

He pointed out that the problam thers of assimilétbon wasn't as great
nﬁgmwchlmmmmmtmcrthupmum
relattvely smll. However, he felt very strongly that the success there

mmmuummmmzmnmuuiumsm.
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Suecessful Adjustment in Dee loines (continued)

an individual effort to integrate him or hersslf into the commmmity. The
varicus church and civic organisftions were of great help in general, but
in some instances these sympathetic organizations were a hindranee toward

on assisting
nisei assimilation due to their overemphasis/mfxsexiddting the nisei.
divi rs
vas :

3111 main'e thesis f§ that organizing segregated nisei or issei organi-
zation is a hindrance toward speedy assimilation. He felt that the sooner
the nisei dissocifted himeelf from the Japanese community and Japmnese '
organization and lost his identity (mentally) ae a Japanese, and thed sooner
the nisel found employment among caucasians and with caucasians, the better
will it be for the nisei in their queet £x toward assimilation.

Min Yasul disaggeed on thie point end stated:

"But Bill, you must remember that tjere are 110,000 Jppanese in

America, that not all of them, in faect very few, can break

avay rest of the Japanese people and xsmml successfully

assimilate themselves Zm among caucssians. secs.

Lxmxknsuxukat

"The Wisei, in genera}, still need the assistance of some organiza-

tion to help them mm in this proecees of xm becoming assimilated.

"You know what the objective of the JACL is. Uef are trying to work

ourselves out of a job as fast as we can.

"No ome will question the feet that we as nisei, a minority people,

are still experiencing diserinination. In order to combat this

there got to be some organization rppresenting the nisei. in indi-

vidual misei just can't fight the battle himeself."

ect of felogation ter on A lation:

Yosh Ariki raised the point whether the econfinement in relocation
centers was not a barrier or a retarding factor in the procese of nisei
assimilations Bill replied he didn't think so, that prior to evacuation
the Japanese on the West Cosbt were confined in their own Japanese commu~
nities and sctivities and thyy were going round and round in a vieious
eirele without an opportunity to break away from Japanese ties and establish

themselves in the caucesian communities. le thought if anything the xakesa-
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Effect of Relocation Cenmter Life ... (eomtimued)

relocation center experience provided an outlet, through the dispereal
policy expounded by the WRA, to the nisel in becoming more readily assimi-
lated in the America society.

Heed to work with other Minmority Oroups

Min Yasul raised the point that the nisei ms  group ought to be
represented in activities involving minority groupe in general. He men~
tioned the FEPC as a program in which the nisei definitely ought to be
actively interestdd and ought to work hand in hand with other minority
Broups. 311l Hosakawa was not in compléte agreement, but he thoughtthere
ought to be some form of cooperation om all the variocus minority groupe.
frox mees
| Min Yasul raisdd a very interesting point with regard to how the
nisei should eonduct themselves from mows

"Not only because we are a minmority group but becmuse it is

husan nature, we ought to be a little better than the other

fellow--maybe 10% better. scee.

"A® a minority people #aced with problems of skin color and

oriental features, we face more obstacles than the ordinmary

caucasian. That is why we nuet always Kexxtmxbmxs kikxtis

exert a little more effort than other guy in obder to keep i

with him. Ve ecan't ?ut 8it back and be contented with being

an avesage Agerican.

3111 Hosakawa strongly disagreed with this point of view stating
that we ought to very quietly takefd our various place in the Ameriean
sobiety and in general try to become an average American.

sirable

8ill spoke very critically of the constant pressure put on by
interested individuals and organishtion on the nisei toward becoming
assimilated. He attributed the unsettledness and frustration being experienced
by many nisei largely to the foreing of assimilation down the nisei throat.

He again reiterated his belief that assimilation is an individud matter.
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Assimilation larjely a Mental dtate?

fevs K. Sesaki felt that the procese of assimilation was largely a
mental process. B5ill seemed to have concurred in this. I raised mm my
objection stating thntummm;’-nhl but just as important a
behavioral proeess. 1 pointed out the faet that a mmmxmax nisel may fsaX
think he is happily assimilated because he is accepted by his mskhk neighe
bors, but if he behgves largely in the ways and custom of the Japanese, as
speaking Japanese only nstﬁ.d of Lnglish, etc, he cannot be regarddd as
being assimilated in the American society.

Qulturdl Gontribution %o Ageriea

Rev. Sasaii agked as nisel what ean we do in way of contributing teo
Ameriesn culture. 15ill replied he thought it wasmn't necessary for the nhol
to be thinking in terms of "what contributiocns can I make to Ametican cultum?®
but that he ought to take his place im the caucesian community and just
become one of then.

Min Yasui felt that the nisei, being of Japanees ancest:y, san gontribute
to Ameriecan culture in eome ways. e nht;d that Mack Easton, Colorade
Us sobiologist, had talked on American Cultural Hetercgeneity st the
oitywikide conference sponsored by the Denver Soeial Agencies, and had
aiplnmd that culture and world civilization had alwaye advanced, new
inventions had always Bmmx emerged when various cultures diffused with
each other. Rcmmmﬁclmm-nllmm-h some kind
of comtribution to America. He related how the JACL, Deaver chapter, ie
planning to sponser the art work of a Colorade nisei in & public exhibit.

e nuhhh'th-rdd‘m'd.ulmm. but because he thought it
was a step toward the right direction dm the matter ofnisel contribution
to Americmn culture the JACL chppter here is going to sponsor thie nisei's
art work.
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Sukiaxa> Santxihubion haxkuxisgs Nisel in & Transition Period

I stated that for this present gemeralion we nissi are not going to e able
to lose some of our identity as Japanese, as having Japanese physical
features and mwing carrying &kk with us some of the influence of our

issel parents. Owr children and their children will not have as difficult

& time as we have had and will comtinue to hwwe with respect to sseimilatimn.
I further stated that we should never be ashaued of ik& cur Japanese
ancestiry or our Jepanese features, because we are Avericans in our thinking
and ow behavior and Americe is composed of various racisl and eultural

EXOuUpBe

impressions:

The meeting in general was very stimulting and lively, although
about half of the group did mot actively participate in the discussionms _
Min Yasul and Bill Hosakewa were on the opposite sides of the fence on many
of the lsesuee discuseed. Bill ies mavid proponent of the theory that the
nieei ought to become aseimileted on an individual basigirithout toc mamh
close a tie with the Japanese gommunity and organistions. Min on thef
other hand feels that the nmisel in general are not prepared to undertake
the task of assimilation individually, that an organization like JACL is
essential to assist the nisei at presgent. '

Yosh Ariki and Min Yasui were interssted in enumerating the ways
in which the progess of aseimilation ean be aceelerated, while Bill felt
that the evening's meeting mmxxmat should not be devoted to solving problems

but merely discuseing them.
\,——\
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Luneh was had with Mr. Edward Matsuda, one of three partners
operating the Modern Food Produets Co., today at the Manehm Grill.
Personal Notes: | |

Ed 1s an issel of about 44 ycars of age. He was born in
Osaka, Japan, and came to America in 1924 and has been living
in U.S. ever since, He speaks very good English with very little
aceent, and can easily pass am an older nisei., He is very friendly
and speaks very freely. He is married to e nisel girl.

Prior to the evacuation he worked for a Japanese produce
firm in Los Angeles for many years. Firm was 1mtod‘ tn 7th
Street. .

Nodern Food Produects Co.

This firm is strictly a whole sale establishment for Japanese
food produects or a Japanese ropd brblo ro The firm is owned and
operated by Wes Oppma, Nishi (I think), and Bd Matsude. Wes Oyama
is the zhm biggest investor having established the firm in 1942
whenhe voluntarily evacuated from San Franciseo. Ed was in
Héart Mt. relocation center in early 1944 when he was urged to
come out to Denver to assist Wwes Oyama, He has been Denver ever
since.

This firm px handles Jspanese food products manufactured
in Denver and diéstributes them to retail stores throughout the
UsS. and Hewaii. Hawall is one of their biggest ecustome rs,
Not only do they ship out food from Denver, but they handle
Japanese food produets manufactured elsewhere and distributes
them in Denver,
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Nodern Food  (eontinued)

‘ Ed. took me to his business establishment lceated at 103 Wazee
Market, phone TA 8191. It is losated in the heart of Denver's
mmufacturing @ d wvholesaling ecenter. I nothded brewing companies,
a dry iee company, warehouses, and various other wholessle business
establishments. Wodern Food rents a number of warehouses in which
they store their eased food products.

Business Prospects

Ed stated that his firm 1s doing fairly well, although not
as well as a year or two ago when they had the business of the
various relosation centers. '

When asked what the prospeets were for J npmeaf}gudlinnll in
Denver, he thought! that they would be good for 2 or 3 more years
after whieh Japanese food produets from Japan will replace the
loeal businesses. He said he had heard some people say pro-poeti
for Japmui?ﬁamua in Denver were good only for another year,
while some returning nisei GIs from Japan seem to think that
prospects were good for 5 more years. He believes however, 'thnt
when Japanesd food produced in Japan %= begin to be shipped to
UeS, regularly in large quantities loeal Japanese food business
fomknaniexaxd( nanufacturing ) will go out of business. He feels
 loeal products can't compare with food produced in Japan,

He informed that he and his partners are thinking of enter-
ing the import-exper t business withJapan as soon as trading with
Japan 1s permitted. Wes Oyama, one of the m rtners, is now
stationed in San Franeiseo representing their firm.
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) t ern Food :

Ed informed that he and his two oth r partners are thinking
of ineorporating their firm., He stated there are numerous ad-
vantages in this espeecially withrespeet to the pg ment of income
tax. ie stated on a coporation basis the tax is only about 385%
to 40% , but on their pre-ent partnership basis their income
tax run tp to 70%.

fixxme _
dapanese Food Frogessors
Pickle

Ed took me on a short fekmx visit to the Roeky Mountain Smmx
Company locatod at
1225 Wazee Street (phone CH 0066) and Denver Seaweell Gomy
logated at 1416 Blake Street (CH 7866). He introduced me to
lr. Johnny Hiyezaki, operator of the Pickle Co,, and Mrs, Okuno

Fe b b4 et )

whose husband operstes the seaweed company. Separate reports
onthese two visit will be made,

After vid ting these two food companies, E4 remarked to
me on the ear, "These operators are just shirota (m't-oura)"

ressions:

Ed latI:;u one of the big businessmean in Denver. His
firm ape ars o be operating very successfully. Realizing the
shorteomings of loeally processed Japanese food produess, he and
his partners are preparing for the time when Japmese food produced
in Japan begin to arrve in U.S. and to replace loeal processars.
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Rogky Mt., Pic<le Co. =-Johnny Miyazaki T,.Yatsushiro ?

Visited the Raky Mt. Pickle Company with Edward Matsuda
of the Modern Food Products nlc':tins as my guide, The fi'm 1ias
located at 1225 Wazee Street (phone CH ooée). Met the operator,
Mr, Johnny diyazaki, an issel of about 55 years of age, who was
not disposed to talking very ri-ooly. Johnny was formerly a
farmer in the Guadalupe region in California,

The factory:

The factory covers the street floor of a big brick building.
’l‘heﬁ were about a dozen workers, most of whom were issei women, |
The food that was being processed mmes was a vegetable of the
cugumber family (uri). The raw vegetable is first cut in half,
the seed t&k en out, and compressed in several huge barrels contain-
ing a vinegar-sugar-salt-water solution. The vegetable is allowed -
to stand in these barrels for several days. They they are taken
out and made ready for packing. They are packed in a small
wooden parrel which probably holds about 15 gallons or water,

The vegetable, now plekled, 1s packed very tightly with a by-product
of mizo (kasu actuslly, whiech is made from soy beans originally).

It 1s really a bean paste which is supposed to further eure the
pleckled vegetables. The riﬁ(:d}g:;::i‘ is then prmifted to

stand for several days before they are ready for shipment to the
wholesaler (¥odern Food Products Co.).famxitxtribwkian

The work is allhand labor and is a slow process, 1v 18 not
believed that their produetion is very great.

Avpressions:

As Edward Matsuda stated with the arrival of Japanese food
progessed inJapan this faetory will go out of business,but this will
not be for a couple of years probably.
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nternxRendxex ¥, Yatama shiro
Denver Seaweed Company --@kuno, proprietor

| Edward Matsuda of Mod:rn Food Froducts took me on a visit
to the Denver Seaweed Products Company located at 1416 Blake
Street (CH 7866). The firm is loed ed in the Denver market
area where numerous wholesale firms are loeated., Mr, Okuno,
the proprieton was out but I was introaucd to his wife who
was busy ecutting up _alrudy processed seaweed.
The hgm' :

Seaweel %x ("nori"” in Japanese) is a very popular Japanese
food. It is generally used in making sushi, which is rice with
other food products (as fish, egg, meat, or vegetables) in the
center all rolled up in the dried and flattened out seaweed.
S8shi 1s a delicacy usually served at parties or speelal occa-
sions, The finished produet looks black and as thin and as big
as ordinary typing paper. The finished seawee! produet is used
in other ways also.

This firm buys raw seaweed whiech is dried and packed in
huge sacks fromthe the West Coast. The Wodern Food Produets ‘
handles this distribution of the raw producta, as well as the
"finished or progessed produet that the firm puts out,

The raw and dried seaweed is first bolled thoroughly in
a huge boiler. Then the mass of the boiled seaweed is Xak allewed
to ecool in a container, The the seaweed 1s dipped out and plaged
o & woedon tray wk&hx which has wax paper. The workers with the
use of & tool used ¥ in masonry spreads the uuuvgin over
the wax paper in an oblong shape. The wooden tray withthe seaweed
spread thin on it 1s taken to a drying section and placed on

. shelves. There were rows and rows of thése trays, vertieally
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Denver Sfeaweed Company --Okuno, proprietar T, Yatsushiro
which were being dried. There were two huge elesctriec fans
whichwere being used in the drying process. After theff seaweed
is dried they are taken off the trays and the wax paper separated.
These are then cut into varying siges and packaged in wax paper
ready for casing and shipment to the wholesaler (Modern Food
Produects).
Worle rs:

There were about a dozen workers inthe factory, all of whom

and an issel man,
were women exeept one nisei fellow/ Most of the women were nisei,

Eroduction:
The factory 1; relatively amall in size and output. It is not

believed they are faced with a demand that they are not able to ‘

meet,

Impressions:

As Ed Matsuda (my guide) stated I believe that this factory
will probably contimae to operd e successfully for a few more
years, but when Japanese food products commence to be imported
from Japan it will probably go out of business due to demand
for produets Progesscd in Japan.
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Kas Takata, Radio Repair lhop T. Yatsushiroe

Had lunch with Mas Takata, owner and manager of the Universal
Radio Serviee, located at 1108 18th Street, phone KE 3010. Ate
at the Sarashina Noodle Parlor, 2154 Larimer St, Mas's friend,
Sam Sakamoto, an #lderly issei who opersed a radio shop in the
San Franeisco area before the war and who speaks good English,
Joined us. Sam uses iao'- shop as his headguarters. Sam 1s the
Denver agent for Jgp anese records which come from California.
Family & Background .

Sam is a nisei of about 30 years of age, ismarried,m d has
two children, ages 5 and 3. He lives with his immediate family
in a house which he bought a few years ago and which is located
in North Denver where a number of othir nisel families are living.

He has some relatives here in Denver. .

 He came to Denver in early 1944 and has been here singe.
Just prior to this he was in Chicago for about a year. Prior to
this he was incarcerated in xXka Amache, Granada relocation ecenter,
He halls from the San Jose region.

Buciness:

He owns and mansges the Universal Radio Service, vhich is
lreated on the periphery of the main Japanese business distriect.
He has two nisei working for him.

Most of his trade 1s with caucasians, but he has a good deal
of Japanese trade. He stated his relations withthe caucasians
have been very good. He has not expericnced any unpleasantness
with his caucasien customers or the larger commuhity ingeneral,

He 1s quite happy in his business. He stated he is kept
quite busy, and that it is necéssary to have two nisei helpers.
Neighboring shops are all ecaucasian opora;od and he is on very
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Mas Takata, Radio Repair Shop T. Yatsushiro

Business:

friendly terms with an imme-8A&8f caucasian shop operator,
From allindications he xx appzars to be quite well adjusted
from an economie standpoint.

Housing:
‘ He informed that he kxit bought a house when he fi st came

here. He lives not vory far traq/'h.oor:rgo Ohashi (hair stylist)
lives in the North Denver area. This is largely a Ceuecasian
residential distriet with a number of Italianf residents.
Soecial Mtivitzt .

He bel.ngs to the Denver JACL and appears to be falirly active.
He £xx supplied the P.A. system at the resent JACL quarterly meeting
and he was there himself to op rate it. The P.A. was used xm
during the soeial dance hour, _

Other than the JACL he xx does not belong to or ighetive in
any organization.

He likes fishing end informed that he goel fishing practieally .
every Sunday with his friondl

He does not have too many intimate nisel or issel friends,
and doesn't seem to go around with them too mueh.

It was not learned whether he is a Chridtian or'- & Buddhis t but
he stated he doesn't go to chureh.
Impressionss

Mas app ars to be quite well-adjus‘ed in the Japanesc and
larger community. He has a good job, his own house, his family is
intaget, and his relhtions .ith caucasians and Japancse¢ are good,
He will probably be in Denver for nvo:-'u years 1f not permanently.
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( Insu ance agent-agcountant) .

on the invitation of Mits Kaneko, Occidental life insurm ee
sgent mdd private accountant, I vid ted their home loeated
at ®. 1669 Erie S'reet, (north) Denver, phone GRand 5000.
The visit which began with dinner &t 6:30 and ended at two
o'clockthe next morning was interrupted at various stages by
various emtl. Immediately after dinm r a Pete Furuta (brother
of businessman George Furuta) and his wife and f:milj plus
his brother's (George) ehildren all made asurprise .visit, .
The house was a madd house for about an howr with the children
mﬁins. screaming, playing, e e, After they B ft ilts had to
do an errand on whieh 1 io@onpaniod him and during which he
deeided to fix his car headlights md this took over 1% hours.
5 revisit by Pete Puruta and avisit by another friend resulted
in a taik about tilhing. A "Gin Fummy" mmzumfx card game ensued
and took some time. The short time 1n which Mits Kaneko and
wife and myself were left alone was largely spent In reminiseing
about our Poston camp days. From this disecussionand at Various
times during the cvening a'good deal was loﬁed about Mits md
his family.
Family: ,

Father! MNits Kaneko, about 30 years of age.

Mother: Allee K,; about 27 years of age.

Children: Miech-an, daughter, 5 years of age, born Iin Poston.
Derrel, son, 10 months old, born in Denver.

Housing:

| The family lives in a rather old one-story woodmm-framed
house. There is a basement which has been fixed up into a ]
regular apartment and ¥kkkx Mrs. N's married brother and family
live here. There sre two bedrooms, which are rather small,
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Visit with Mits Kaneko T.Yatsushiro

Housing: (eontinued)

El nnhg-tiving room gombination, kitchen and bateh. 'l'ho
dining room section is »amx used h as Mits'office. The house
is very simply furnished. There is a piano,

Thef family is now purchasing the house on installment
plan, The house is rather inconveniently located in that it
situated =m et the extreme angle of a street “fork" and conse-
quently car traffic passes both the front and the backof the
house. fix There is a street ear line on the street facing the
back of the house.

Because of the g.o of the house and 1ts immamw undesirable
located the priece Mits had to pay for the house is probably not
very mach. The neighborhood is mainly eaucasian with many
Italiana. .

The house loecation is just a little north of the Japanese
busine ss distriet across the Platte River, This district was
tabbed a poor housing distriet by a housing survey made several
years ago, as 1 reeall 1it,

Economie Adjustment:

lits isboth an asccountant and an insurange nluman. He
looksafter the books of seversl small firms and his income from
this oecupation is probably greater than that from his insurance
business. He %z 1s an agent of the Vecid:-ntal Life Insurance,
Up until about a year ago, Mits worked for the OEM whieh was .
transferred to the Treasuryf Dept. He worked for OEM ;d
Treasury Dept. from 1943, when he le ft Po-ton camp, and until
& year ago. He has been at hispresent jobs ever sinege.
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Visit with Mits Km eko T, Yatsushiro

Eeonomic Adjutnnnn (eontinued)

family im are
From allim indications it appears that Mits and his/faring .

satisfactorily as far as meking & living is concerned, Nits
likes his insuranee work very much, and hopes to advange hims elf
in this field and make it his primary job.

rre-Evaguation Occupation: _

Eits was formerly econnected wlththe import-export business
in san Ffraneciseo withzam nm‘rim. Emxprohxxxizkad He and his
wife stated that if he can continued in this business during
the war and not have to evacuate,they ecod d have nde'n lot of
money. Asked if he ever thought of going beck into this business
Mits repli-od he might in the future, but that at p* esent he is |
deeply interes ed in the insuranece business. .
Evaeustioni& Center Life :

iits md his wife were married just before evacuation. They

lived in San Franeisco for many years., They were evacuated to
Poston Rel.cation Center in Arizona where Mits was put in charge
of the Housing Dept. Mits as head of Housing stated that in
his final report he predicted that some erisis as the strike
("Poston Inecident") Imuid oscur if th:)i:::ﬁg Stuation was not
improved. He sald the plage got too "hot"‘ for him so he left
camp himself, leaving his fnn:l.ly behind, the first oppor unity
he had. He went on aseasonal leave and worked &n the sugar beet
farms, He never rot_mmd to eamp after that, calling his runy_
out after about a year.

lits and Alice were both very bitter about their rel ¢ ation

eenter experience, and hardly bitter about their evacuation,
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¥Pisit with Mits Kaneko T.Yatsushire

Attitude toward the FPro-Japan issel and kibel
Both Alice and Wits were extremely interested in what

caused the Poston strike snd the various groups in ecamp,

Alice was particularly bitter towa 4 the pro-Japan issel and
kibei, who she feels were the leaders instigating the strike,
She and her parents and brothers were all against participating in
the strike, as they all felt that there was no justificatlon
for oreating such a sl tuation, The refused to cooperd e with
.their block strike le aders and consequently they were ostracized
by the block. In desperation she sald she went to see Rev,
Morikswa to inquire what the strike was all about and whether
she ough' to join it. Rev, Morikawa A informed her that he
thou'ght the strike was a "good thing" as the real cause was
righteous, namely, that of imppeving the living conditions

in camp. : |

The Effect of Rdloscation on Resettlement

Both itz and Alice thought that the evaeuation and
relocation and dispersal throughout the U.S, have aided the
nisel in securing good jobs in various fields of Qndonvor.

Mits stated: "Some nisel who majored in engineering for instance
got good jobs in engineering with firms in the East., Before

the war these same nisei wod d r® ver have been able to seeure
jobs for which they trained in college."

For tho issel they both thought thn:?;.:niii'good thing
as they were old and of age to rétire md the camp afforded them
a good vacation.femm They got rm housing and free food and

didn't have to work if they didn't want to.
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The Effeet .... (continued)

When asked if he thought the nisel eould have advance as

far as they have inthe way ogmba if there had been no evacua-
| tion, Mits stated that the nisel wod 4 have anyway because
there was a big demand fa for labor on the Coast and because
thu-o'uro numerous war industries established,
ial Adjustment: |

They seem to be happily adjusted inthe Japanese snd largér
commnity. Mits is a type that makes friends rather easlily,
and he has numerous niseli friends and probably a number of
caucasian friends. I believe he 1s amember of JACL, 4 though
not very active. Other than this he kmxmmk probably does not
belong to any organization. ' |

He has taken up fishing end likes it very mueh., On Sun-dayo
he usually goes on fishing trips with his nisei friends. He '
also }1kea hunting and likes to talk about 1it,

He seems to be happlly settled in his immediate nelghbor-

hood and know some of the neighbors (ecaucasian) quite well,



. Fe 1l ‘i"% J/
NISEI ViTERANS' _JLL SESSION | m:: 46
T, Yatsushiro

Tonight at the Silver Dollar Hotel where I have a room
& bull session involving six nisel veterans ensued and I mmkk
sat through about an hour and a helf of it. The nisel were
all relatively young, between 24 and 20 I'd say, and were all
unmarried. Some of those I knew were Yosh Mamiya, owner-manager
of the Silver Dollar iHotel, Hoshi, brother of Yo-h'-rn-“:ntnor, nnd
Ben ? , who %m has one artificial arm and was a member of the
original 100th Bn with 5 years of service, All of them had
seen service in Europe with the 442nd or the 100th,

'he bullsession was carried on over several bottl:-s of beer
and Il.n.lkoy hi-balls.

I ,

The most popular tople of eonversation was sex. With Hoshi
as the prineipal speaker, all the nisei with the exeception of
two very freely pelated their various sex cxperiemees during their
urﬂn in Burope.mmixX Thelr stories were told with the greatest
delight end with brutal frankness. They talked about the prices
in various countries, about having to stand hours in line, gompsré=
son of women Of various countries. "Them were the days" statec
one veteran and this seemed to have echoed the nlcntimntl of the
- other veterans,

at _rienge:

The other topie of ¢ nversation was on their combat experienses,
their harrowin o:'.ouopn rm.nur death, of seeing the dead
strewn in the battlefield, and the heroie exploits of their res-
pective units |
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One veteran related a bull-session he partisipated in
with his niaei buddies. The main tople was "What are we liisel
Gls flghtipg fort" This veterans related one nisel dI beilevod

we were fighting for democraey and the American ;ny of life,
‘ fing and for the thousands of other Jayanese in the United States,.
gkis same veteran thought that the best answer to the mqln
question was given by an old-timer, a veteran of many bﬁttleu
with the 1COth Bn, This old-timer stated when you're in haktkax
one doesn't

the thick of battle/ysmxsimmxs think about things like demoeracy
and ameriecan way of life, but that one is proooegpiod with fightigg
for oneself and one's buddies. OUne's life is dependent oOn one's
buddies and thls is the primary thought in the minds of any one

in battle,

essions:

The bull seéssion eontinued on far into the night, but I
lef't before it ended. The seesion would strike a moral-minded
individual as simply diuguating,' but it seems to me that the
nisei Gls were no dirrolront from the other GIs. MNany of tiose
&8 this session had just returned from the service, end it ise

natural that they would talk about thoimxperion.u.
Looking at the session from the standpoint of nisel assimilation
it certalnly cannot be called a eonstructive endeavor, especially

the drinking and sex habits of the nisel veterans.
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Conversation with Tad Nomura, veteran T. Yatsushire

I visited the Viectory Market, owned by George Matsumonji,
today as I had a prearranged interview with George M, George
was very late for his a;pointment and while walting for him
I struck up a conversation with Tad Nomura who works for George.
Arny servige: |

Tad was discharged fromthe army only reeent after serving
several years, a good part of this in the Pacifie, ¥x Phili;pines
and Japan. le was a member of the First Cavalry Division whigh
boasts of amkmeimg being the first Allied nnit.to enter Manila
and Tokyo, While as an ocmapation troop in Japan he related an
interesting story of how he found his mother in Hiroshima apparently
in good health,

Enployment:

B8ad stated he had acha ce to accept a U.S, elvil serviece Jjob
in Japan, getting his discharge there and working as a translator-
interpretor for the Allled gov't. But since kix all his friends
were returning to the U.,S. he didn': have the heart to pemain
in Japan himself,

After nm to the U.S. a few months ago he has been
wandering about California and Denver looking for employment,

Just about a month ago he learned about his present Job and has
been working at it ever since, |

He is far from happy in his pruon-t Job, whieh probably doesn't
pay himvery much. He inquired what I was doing, and when 1 stated
I worked for the Gov't, he uno'diatoly asked if he would hnnl a
chaee to get a Federal job if he applied, He distinotly stated
he didn't want a job as translator-interpretor in Japanese.
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Conversation with Tad Nomura, veteran - T. Yatsushiro

When asked why he chose Denver to find a jbb, he stated:
 "Oh,I don't knows I just Happen to visit Denver and found this
Job." |

From all indications %% Tad will looking for another job
possibly in some ¢ity in the East.

Bagkground notds:

Tad 1s & nis o1 of abous gBffyears of age. He mamx lived
in Long Beaech, Califo nia where he had a grogery store of his
own before the war. He was inducted into the army before the
war broke out with Japan. Before entering thé service he gave
the store to hils brother who sold out when evaguation begame
necessary. He is single and detached from the rest of his
family, His mother is in Hiroshima at present, and 1t is believed
he lost his father, '

- He has a plece of property--that is his family does--
in Fresno, Celifornia. He didn't seem anxious to return there
to reglaim it. He has no property in Long Beach, as hisbrother
sold out the business. Dnéing his youth he spent about five
years in ‘Jgpnn, and emsequently he is fairly fluent in Japanese.
He talks and behaves like a typical nisel, and can hardly be
classe’ as a kibei,
Impressions:

Tad represents the vast number of discharged GIs who are
trying to adjust themselves in the various communities throughout
the country. He 1s very unsettled generally, and rather disge
satisfied in his present job and situation,
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Visit with George Matsumonji T. Yatsushiro

Visited with George Matsumonji and his wife at thelr home
and grocery store combination located at 724 East 17th Avenue,
phone MAXEERIXTX KE 7738,
Family:
Father: George Mstsumonji, about 30 years, nisei, born Colorado

lether: WNrs. M., nisei, about 25 years, Denverite; 7 mo.pregnant
Children: Daughter, Vieki, about 2 years.

Housing:

The family live inthe back of their groecery store which they
have leased. The living guerterzxarm is very 8imply furnished,
there being a bedroom, a large living room, small kitehen and
bateh. They seem to be comfortably situated.
Business & Occupation: gl 2—

;/4 o 3;.:.4“

George spaxmkax owns the groeery store but the store is

A
operated by three nisei workers most of the time, as George has

Le

47
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a full time job as buyer of the Crews Fruilt Company loecated in
the Densrgo Market, phone TA 8114. He helps around he store
in the ovénlngs when he return from his regular job, He is
reluctant about giving up his job with the Urews Fruit Co. as
apparently it 1s a good-paying job,. ‘

The store 1s nicely situated in a eaucasian community with
many offiee workers and government employees living inthe numerous
apartment houses nearby. His customers are almost exclusively
caucasians.

He carries fresh fruit and vegetables plus can goods, meat,
and other usual groecry products. When I visited the store
there were a -to;dy stream of caucasian custome rs, lower middle
income group 1'd say, and the three nisei workers, two young girls
and a aischarged nisei GI (Tad Nomura), were kept busy right ﬁong.
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"History of Groeery store:
In early 1943 George and his young bride were l.oking for

an apartment or a house to live in., They stumbled on the present
grocery store,md it was then mtdslfci;ljfn;c:rﬁ the groe-ry
business. However, they faced an obstacle in the Pollee Dept
which issues licences to sell various products, as milk, tobaeco,
ete. O'Donnel of the Police Dept, who issues the liecense informed
George that the Dept. would not issue the liecense to him. George _
saw a lawyer who informed him that there was nothing in the Colorado
law which prevented him from obtaining a liecense, or permitted

the Foliee Dept. to diseriminate against Japanese. George thought
of fighting the ease in court #f neeessary, but he was told it
would cost him $500. in lawyer's fee. He thought the price wasn't
worth the fight, that he'd have to "sell a helluva lot of mblk"

to net him §500. Just sbout that time he heard about the Denver
Unity Couneil and sc he salled them up, and the Council agreed to
back him to the limif. With the Council's baeking, finnngia.i and
otherwise, he felt more secure, and he went ahead and made applica-
tion for license to sell milk, tobaeco, and various other groeery
goods.which require license. He stated he go' the license without
any difficulty, that the Poliee Dept. didn't put up e squakk. Ee
didn't know whether O'Donnell knew that the Counell was back of
him or not. Anyway, he opened up his groeery store, starting

from scratech with only a few ecommodities. Some of the people he
bought goods from lsughed at him at didn't think he could make a
go of it, He stated, little by little he got more and more stoek
and pretty ke soon he had a full-sige growery store.
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rejudic N ¢ ian Groee

George and his wife went on to relate that the first several
months were difficult days as they not only hed to start from
scrateh trying to stoek up and build up & trade, but they faced
severe prejudice from a nearby Jewish groeery oporatox;. He was
an'old Jewish man who spoke with a distinet foreign accent which
éven his customers couldn't understand. Durin the early period
this man would yell to George's caucasian customers and say,
"Why do you have to buy from the Japs.” 1In spite of xikx the
effo-ts of the Jewish groeer to undcrmine his grade, QGeorge
gradually built his trade up and many of the customers who used
to trade at the Jewish grocery came to him because h:;;:::c good
service and good gquality food products,

This Jewish grocery went out of business before too long,
end an Itallan bought the store. There is no such prejndiee
prevailing now. '

Prejudice by the Poliece Dept,

Although the Police Dept. at first advised George that 1t
would refuse to mim issue him food lieences, t::; issued the
necessary licences to Goorgo. when he applied for them, However,
this was m:?:nd of the diseriminatory practice of the Police Dept.
For the first several weeks George informed that various eity
officlals and inspectors, as health of ficer, ets., visited him
to find ways and means to close his grogery stord. The Folice
finally Bharged him with illegally displaying fmmd fresh food
on the eity side walks., This charge was dismissed on the grounds
that George bought the side walks infront of his store when he

bought the property.
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Additional notes on the Grocery Qtor.

George never operated a grocery store (retall) before, although
he worke” in a wholesale produce firm in Los Angeles for a num er
of years imxkx prior to their voluntary evacuation to Denver, |
Mrs. M., however, has had a good deal of experience as her parents,
~ who are now deceased, used to ope-ate a retail groecery store,
During the first year or so, George and his wife both worked
full time inthe store. For a time, after george began working
as bnyorifor the Crew Frult Compeany, Mrs. i, operated the store
herself. Although she had & Xm¥x young baby at that time, lrs.

E. stated she was able to manage as trade was slow at that time,
Bovdvor. fromabout a year ago, George began hiring nisei store
clerks to carry on the bulk of the work in the store. Mrs. M,
isnow about 7 months pr egnant and does not help in the store
at all. She likes sewing and does a lot of this during her
spa}o moments. She has been thinking very seriously about going
into the sewing business.

The Ms. are now very nicely situated mkkk in their business.
With three nisel employees it is not belleved that the Ms. net
any Illiil!i'tl income from their business, The actual oporution.
of the store islargely in the hands of these three young nisei
employees., However, the Ms are maintaining the groeery to serve
as £ security if George loses his job, or deeldes to quit the job
Private t3 '

Georgey apparently enjoys his full time work as buyer for
the Crews Frult Company, for he doesnot want to give 1t up at
present. It probably pays him a good deal. Not too much was
lecarned about this work.
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NISEI BUSINESSM...--EMPL YEE 28 Sep 46
Visit with George Matsumonji T, Yatsushiro

Background notes

George was born and raised for the large part his 1ife in
some rural area of Colorado. About 1936 thereabouts he and his
parents md family members left for Los Angcles, where they
worked as gardeners and wholesale produce employees, In 1942
before the freezing order went into effeet, he and his family
(parents -1&0). volut arily evacuated to Denver where he has
been living ever since. He was mriod. to his present -lrire
immediately after @vacuating to Denver. She is a regular re-ident
of Colorado.

¥nmm Beffre working for the Crews Fruit Company and owning
his own growery store, George worked for about & year or so am
driving trucks hauling farm p oduets from the farms into the
eity. |
Regreation: .

All of George's spare time is devoted to learnig hex to
fly. He stated he has close to 100 hours of flying to his ecredit
and has received his flrst lieense., dJust recently he began soloing.
Now he is working for his pilot's ligcense. In time _he hopes to
qualify as a pilot of commergial passenger plm es,

Associations:
Both George and his wife are trying to dissoclate themse¥ es

from the Japanese and the Japanese communi ty and desire to identify
themselvesf)l caucasiang and i caucasian commnity. Mrs, M, stated

all her life her friends were largely caucasians, snd that she wasn't
m rticularly fond of assoclating with Japanese.
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Visit with George Matsumonji - T. Yatsushiro

Ass cilations (eontinued): ,f'

The loecation of their business-home combination was largely
due to their desire to get away fromthe Japanese and the Japanese
~residentisl and business districts.

However, 1t is not believed that they assoclate with cauca-
slans very freely on an intimste basis. 'heir contacts with eauca-
slans are =x largely business relations. The business, his private
full-time work, and his rwndneaalror flying keep George pretty
much ocecupied fax and leaves him 1little time to participate in
other activities,

But they seem to be rather happy and eontented . Their
main interest now is to establish themselves eeonomically, and
they seem to be doing a good job of it.

sire to Return to California

Last year (1945) the Ms made a tripto Los Angeles for the
purpose of surveylng business and job prospects, as George was
very interested in returning to L.A. They-onma back as they
felt prospects were very poor at that time., MNrs. M. confided
that she prefers to stay in Deanver, although George has a soft
spot in his heart for L.A.

ressions & C ta:

George was rather late in meeting me, and when he did arrive
he didn't have too much time to talk to me as the store begame busy
and 1t required his help., But he was good enough to take time out
to talk to me, luch of the information was gained from Mrs. M.

George 1s a good example of how an evacuee luoooslfulli
established s business during the height of the war in the face
of prejudice and diserimination, It illustrates how a nisei,
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Impressions (continued)

who was determined to make a successful economic adjustment %m in
the loeal community, was able to aceomplish this largely through
his own determ nation and his own effort.

Th:;:::{ublilhient of his grocery business ia the Caucasian
commnity, which was miek forbidden to Japanese, is all the more _
spectacular when ono reallzes that this was in early 1948 =%
during the height of the war and during the vielous ecampaign
sgaknskxiaxskx carried on by the Denver Fost againet evaeuees
and Japanese .g-mrally.

George is a friendly but very aggressive individual with
& lot of initiative and determination. Even Mrs, M. in speaking
about the attempts by the FPoliee Dept. to deny him food licences
slLated that Ceorge refused to give in and was determined to
fl ght the case. ©She stated: "George 1s very aggressive, He':s
-Juat like that. He just won't give in."
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Visit with Howard Doi i T. Yatsushiro

Tonight I visited the Dol Drug Store to get something to
éat and I had a nice chat with Howard Doi, pharmeeist and operator
of the drug store. The store is loeated on the co ner of
Larimer and 22nd Streets,
Baekground notcs

Howard D, 1s a nisei of about 28 Yeare of age. He fo merly
lived in Sacramento, California. Prior to evaecuation he had
S years of pre-medical college education at the University of
California(I think). He was evacuated to &am the Tule Lake Assembly
Center first and then relocated to some relocation senter ( Amache
I believe). He was confined in the camps for only a brief spell,
for late in 1942 he enrolled at thd St. Louls pharmacy eollege,
He tried getting in the medieal college to eontinue his medieal
training, but the school refused to admit any Japanese. (Conse-
quently he deeided the next best thing, from a voecational stand-
poilnt, was pharmaey. Last Decemb er (1945) he graduated from
the anh901 of pharmacy end earned his degree. He is a classmate
of Edward Koyama, brother of my wife., He knows few other nigei
friends of mine.
Drug Store history:

Upon finishing he decided to come to Denver, He came here
about January, 1046, ind found his present drug store location
as a promising site. At that time the building on the site was
@ warehouse.and in a very shabby sondition, He succceded in
getting the lease on the property and immediately commenged in
renovating the whole building., He hired carpenters and painters
who did most of the interior decorating, but he himself Adid a
lot of work.
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Visit with Howard Doi. T Ya lnlhiro

Drug Store (Continued)

The store is very attractive inside. He carries ahe usual
variety of goods found in any =k drug store and has a nice fountain
service counter plus a couple of booths. He was pooud of the fast
that he ix has been able to get practically any line of goods,
end that he has some goods which are unobtainable at other drug
stores as lighter fluid, certain brand of shempoo, ete,

The store is fairly large, and covers the whole street floor
of the bullding. He hmx and his parents live in the second and
third floors of the bullding., Most of the rooms on these floors are
rented out as rooms or apartments.

He oprned the store only about a month ago (August, 1946),
and there were a2 number of potted plants placed about the -~tore
representing gittl from friends at his opening.

Business prospects:

"Business is slow) Doi admitted, but he stated, "You've got
to expect this Zkm in the beginning." He continued: "I plan
to operate thls store in Denver at least for ten years. The
first twoyears I expeet to be slow." He is very optimistie
about his business prospests.

Return to Californla:

On this he stated:

"I don't want to return to California, Prospeets are mich

better out here. Why out in Saeramento there are about a

dozen nisel pharmacists. There are not very many out here,

1l can't gee how some of these nisei and issel are going back

there, Most of them havd nothing to go baek to,

“Sure deep down in my heart I am dying to go back there, but

when A think of bultnonl opportunities . think Dunror or out
sast Asf much better."
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Family:

His famlily consists of his father and mother, and 1 don't
know if ne nas any brothers or sisters. iis father and mother

operate the rooming house or apartment on the second and third
floors of the building. From others i've learned that Howard's
father isfinaneially rd rly well-to-do, and that he is responsible
for either purechasing or leasing the building xkmtex they mpm have
their businesses and home,

(Farther check will be made on his family,)

) tion:

Howmntd goes fishing occasionally with his friends., He lives
tennis as a sport and asked if I would play with him one of these
days.

Assoeciations:

Howard 1s a converted Glathollo. previously being a Hethodist
or an Epluopnli@. He stated that he begame a Catholie while
in eollege in 8t. Louis, Mo, There ‘ho stated, Catholie members .
impressed him tremendously. They were Very seriously about their
religion, Many of thd Catholie mediecal students would pray in

performing et i

the Cathedral before/an operation., In ehureh the oomg regation
took a very serious attitu de during the entire serviee. He come
plained that in the Frotestant churches the members are not serious
enough. Here in Denver he has attended several Catholie churehes.
He named a number of high Catholie orrloio.ia with whom he has bqoom-
acquainted. :

He 1s interested in the JACL and attended the last JACL
quarterly meeting held early September, 1946,

He has a number of Caucasian friondi and numerous nisei friends
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Drug Store -Additional

His store 1s sxkmmimf slightly detached fromthe dense
Japanese bud ness distriect, and is 4 tuated among tho. Spanish-
American business distriet., OConsequently, his trade is with
Spanish-Americen and Japanese, plus some Megroes. He is not
particularly concerned about whom he trades with. He has one
wmu for him,

Howard is a friendly individual with a cheerful and optimise
tie disposition. It 1s felt that esonomieally, soelally, and
psychologiecally he is making a good afjustment in the community,.
He 1is probably not making anything inthe way of profit from his
drug store business, but his parents' apartment and roomin g house
brings a steady income to the family. He seems rather happy and
econtented living in Denver, and he doesn't seem to be sonfronted
with any major problems, Mmxkxxxxxhmxkitky fHe 1s psychologically
welleadjws ted in that he has accepted Denver as his home for at
least the next ten years, and he is not plagued with the unsettleness
characteristic of some of those who are anxious to return to

Califormia and just living in a state of "temporariness®? in Denver.
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COKMUNITY METHODIsT CEURCH 29 Sep 46
Yong People's FPienle ! ' - Tes Yatsushiro

About 50 or 60 young people of the California Street Community
Methodlst Cohureh attended a church retreat and pienie held at
the Frank Kerchof summer resort atop Mt. Faleon. Mt, Faleon is
located & little west of Denver and stands elose to 8,000 feet
above sea level. Mr. Frank Kerghof 1s the president of the Denver
Banks and he bought his present estate from John B, Walker, former
owner of the Cosmopolitan Hagazine snd a pioneer of Colorado.

The Kerchof mountain ruorf is very historic with a ruined castle
nearbyzmmai Many ye:rs ago foxpmexaxnarxieaxikxiakx the site was
chosen by many wealthy Coloradosns to be the home of the presidents
of the United States. This was about the time Teddy Roosevelt was
presédént. HMillions of dollars were collected for the erection of
luxurious homes for the presiédents, but due to loeal polities

the whole plan was abandoned. Mr. Frank Kerchof, one of the
wealthy contributors, still has a marble slab on which is inseribed
“The Home of the Presidents of the United States". Originally he
had planned to make this econtribution to the progeet, but now he
has it proudly displayed in his garden, .

A big truck and about half a dozen private automobiles carrying
about 50 or 60 young people made the trip, We left the ehurch
where we met at about 10:30 a.m. and arrived at our destination
at about noon time, covering about 60 nilea of steep, rough roudi.
The scenery as we gained altitute and from atop the Kerchof estate
‘was beautiful, espeeially at this time of the year when the pines
and the spruce are ever so green and when gertain type trces are
changing from green to bright yellow to hail the sutumn, The
countless mountain peaks which catches one's viglon as far as

one can see, patches of lakes here and there, all make for e breathless
paneramfc view. g
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Young People's Fienie \ T, Yatsushiro
Composition of Group: :

Of the 50 or 60 attending the age ranged from 15 to 30 years
in general. There were a few issel and a number of smallchildren.
There warq; a little more girls, who were in their late teens or
'enrly twenties, than boys. Rev. and lrs. K. Suaki were the
official chairmen for the whole affair.

Activity:

The days activities began with an outdoor ehureh serviece
led by Rev. Sasaki. He lpigko onigo theme of "Nature and God",
The whole service lasted about an hour. This w:‘- followed by
lunech. Host of the people brought their own lunches, but for
those who didn't the churech provided the food, consiting of
weenles,salad, drinks. The others formed small groups and ate
their lunches. | .

Follo:ing lunch the group broke up into various groups
anfl engaged invarious actlivities, Some of the older members
with I became associated went horse baeck riding, Most of the
younger set went hlking and exploring the ruined castle e arby
and other areas. Some played softball, some badmington, and
some cards, checle rs, ete. g

The group I went along with xafShi®E norses J at a nearby
horu- ranch., We found the caucasian ranch owners very friendly
end asking us to come min. The fee is $1.00 an hour per prson,
Yosh Ariki thought the ranchers were so very nice that she stated
she 1s going to tell her firiends to go to them 1f ever they go
horse baek riding. |
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Astivitiy: (eontinued)
The group reconvened at sbout five p.m. when a vesper

aong serviee was conducted. There were lively group songs,

solos by tenor Tom Masamori, ukulele renditions by Charley

Kamayatsu (employee or butler of Frank Kerchof), triof numb ers

by Joe Uemura (son of issel pastor), Joe Ariki, and a third

member, and general merriment. The group concluded the day's

activities with the formation of a handelasp cirele, the Introduc-

tion of each pcrson;ﬁ and the singing of vesper songs as the
setting sun slowly slumped behind the distant mountains.

| The group ;ornnblod back into their respeective ears snd trucks

and left the resort at about 7 o'eli.eck. We arrived home about

8130 or so. '

Impressions;

It was apparent that everyone enjoyed the outing immensely.
The significant thing to me was that gg:;;::chor resort was opened
to the nisel., Frank Kerchof is the president of the Denver Banks
and a very influentisl businessman in Denv r and Colorado. Mr.
Charles Kamayatsu, who 1s Kerchof's private butler, has been
working for Kerchof for the past four years and informed me that
he 1s a very nice man to work for., He also informed that this was

first time that any nisei group has been to this resort.
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Conversation with George Morimoto T, Yatsushiro

- Tonight I met a George lMorimoto, a nisei of about 30 years
of age, who is now en.roliel at the Denver University, He in-
formed he is majoring in sociology wi thfhe hope orlloms sogial
servioe work, He has onl.;l};m of sollege to complete his
undergrad work and earn his A.B, aosréo;

Fromer Residence

Prior toevacuation he lived in Monrovia, sauthern “alifornia,

o

where he and his family operated a small store,
Family: .

One of his parents (Ibelieve his mother) died in the reloea~
tion camp. His other parent (father) is now back in Monrovia
living with another member of the #lamily, 1 believe they are
living in their old house,

George himself is single and has no relatives here in
Denver,

Lvaguations

He und his family was evacuated to the “rammda Helocation
center (Amache) in Colorado, He left camp before too long
and headed East tof look for employment,

Post-evacuation employment
He did various odd jobs out in the Zast, in Cleveland

and various other areas in Chio, “bout 1944 thereabouts he
got word that his mother was seriously ill s0 sk® he returned
to camp, His mother died soon after, Thereafter he deeided
to stay mar his dad and family and selected Penver and
Colorado to live, For the past year or go he has been working

’.. ' ]
m MNMQ

east of
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ost-evacuation :

This lumberja@k work lasts only during the spring,summer,
fall months, During the winter Zhm he came into “enver and
found odd jobs,

He informed he and 1l other nisei and 13%1:?}::;;::'311
lived as & group, working for a caucasian owned lumber gompany ,
One of the group kept house while the others worked, He said
the work was hard but the wage was pretty good,

Just about a week ago he quit his lumberjack work tocome
to Denver and enroll at D,U, He stated he is looking for a
part time Job, while he is going to sehool full time,

Comments & Impressions

George looks very serious-minded, He is ®x very friendly
when one gets to talking to him, but otherwise he keeps very
maeh t¢c himself, He glves one &he impression that he 1is
depressed and guite broken up, The evacuation, death of hie
mother, not being able to find a job that satisfied him, separa=
tion from his family members, economic difficulties, desire for
more education, and pessimism with regerd tothe future, all are
contributing tz;otors. :

However, he ic determined to finish hie last year in
college and go into soecial service work, He wants to go back
to California as soon as he completes his college work hexe.

He talked of wanting t0 go to U,0,.L.A. in southern “alifernia,

He is very uncertain as toff his future, |
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Conversation with +aikky *omoto o Yatsushire
dapaness businegses (oot inued)s

A1l thie shipping bsck aud forth mean additional freight cost
to Denver's firme, Japsnese firme on the “est Cosst will not
have thie freight eost and will be able w‘uﬂ. their woducts
at a wuch lower qost,

Furthermore, before too long Japanese food stulf from
Japan may be mins' intothe U,5, and replace those produded
locally.,
imper t-Txport Susincss

Teiky sald he could talk & lot about this as this his
field of business, Bp was very bltter toiard the Jews who
he ¢laime have already cornered the market in Japsn aund are
now walting for the time when trade can .be resumed between
UeSe and Japan, - He said the Jews have & strangle hold on
905 or sc of the exportable goods mamufactured in Japan, and
that the nisel haven;t got & change now,

The Domote business Limm prior tothe wayry was called
"Hokubei Shokei" or North “merican “yading Coupany,

He is very suxious 4o regaln possession of hi:z dad's
ussets now frosen by the govermment, and is anxious to resume
his lmporvt-export btusiness withiapan at the first opening
of trade botween U5, and Japan,

Ho was rather/REREARREI avout the resumption of trade with
Jupan, feellng it woudd be soveral yemrs before this will come
about, Yo
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 NISEI-~PORMIR bu3 INT3SMAN | Denvex
Converegation with Takky Domoto 2 Oetober 46

Mre Takky Pomoto, a nisei about 36 years or move, dropped
in the JACL office today, and 1 was able t0o talk to him for a
while,

Bagkground:

Domoto's dad, who is now decessed, was head of a big-
import-cxport firm in San rruncuéo. trading goods with Japan,
prior tothe war, He hag inherited much of the father'es wealth,
The business assets have been taken over by the gov't anmd Takky
is now trying to regain possession of his father's assets,

From others it ie learned that the Jomoto family was one of
the biggest importe-export firme and was famed for their fish
produocts that came from Japan,

Takky's wife and children are in Japan, having gone there
to vielt prior tothe war and being stranded there,

Takky hee been living in denver, Colomdo ever sinee May
1942, not having lived in a relooation oamp, He hue been loaf-
ing ever since, Jbecause of this Takky thought he was a poor
subjeet tointerview. However, becasuse of his long residence
here I felt he might have some pert inent information about the
Japanese community snd esonomic situation, |

ge e

Taiky thought that most of the Japanese businesses, espeoially
those in the food pxmbmmmnmanufacturing business, will not last
very long, This is because he feels Los Angeles, “hicago, and
Hawail sre already establishing their own manufacturing firms
and taking the trade of Yenver firms away, He stated “enveyr -
has to ship in much of her raw products which are used to manue

fecture Japanece stuff and then have to ship the finish product out ,
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Conversation with *amq Yomoto . “s Yatsushire

ei-Nisei tionshi

He thought that the issel still have a strong influemse
over the nisei and are hanging on to thelr role as leaders
over the nisei, He didn't think that the issei feel the time
has come when the nisei ought to take over the leadership
and sssume the responsibility se family head,

of Eva ion

Although he thought that %h dispewsal was good from the
standpoint of ‘uiriunlution. ho thought the greatest tragedy
of the evacuation wae that it split up familles, He was greatly
congerned about family membems Xiwixg scattered all over the
gountyry, about single sons and daughters leading carefree lives
without proper parental guidance, He stated:

"Tfhe Japanese are funny, The greatest thing they

tresgure ilg the famlily, The family does everything

Bher you break up the family you breck up thé

lives of each member," _

anese ity in Yenvey

Taikky was unable to estimate the Japanese population in
Denver, He thought the population peak was reached about the
end of 1946, but that it wae considerably less now,

Takky felt that gradually as Japanese businesses close up
shop many of the evaouees will begin to trek baeck to0 “alifornia .
With regard to deslining business, he informed thet the “estern
¥ish Market on the corner of 20th and lerimer wus going ocut of
business very soon and that a jewelry shop will be establizshed

in its stead, He stated that the Granada Pish & Poultry Stare

will be the only fish markey ¥emalning in “eaver,



