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YATSUSHIBO'S DAILY REPORTS FROM DENVER AREA * 

Subject 

Interracial Housing Project (FCR) 

Social Organization JACL -Interview vdth Min Yasui 

Backgroundidata - Interview with Mr,  J  ¡SSninT"Welfare 

Family - Brief visit with Sawada Family 

Background Data -Interview with Dr. Carmichael of Deav er 

Special Legal Agent or Broker -Yamato Service Broker 

Personal Travel and Daily log ( Aug. 19 - 24 ) 

Economic Outlook -Con versation with Issei Waiter 

Attitude of larger community -Interview with Denver Pos tma 

ster 
Nisei Buisnessman - George Furita 

Colorado Committee for Fair Play 

Nisei Organization - ÏWCA -Young Peoples society 

Nisei Business Women - Interview with Boshiki Ariki 

Nisei Newspaper Reporter -Interview with Roy Takeno 

Entertainment -Dance Recital -Fujima Kansuma 

Social Organization (Cathy American Legion Post No. 38) 

Nisei Recreation -Baseball game -Ordway vs Denver Nisei 

Nisei Newspaper man -Visit with Bill Hosakawa 

Relations with larger community -meeting with Gorden Con nel 

ly 
Japanese Newspaper - Rocky Shimpo 

* " Colàrado Times 

Organizations Religious -Buddhist Church 

Attitude of larger Community -Interview with Vaughn Mech au 

Meeting with some Japanese leaders 

JACL Luncheon with Dr. ̂ayeda 

A Young Nisei 

— T ' m 
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DAILY REPORTS FROM DMVER AREA ( CONTINUED) 

Subject 

Community Methodist Church -Interview with Rev. Sasaki 

JACL -Conversation with Min lasui 

Economic Adjustment -Conversation with a young Nisei (Pau l Uyeda) 

Case Study -Visit with Jiro Sasada (niseiO 

Nisei Veterans Organizations 

Nisei Beauty Shop Operator -Conversation with George Oh as hi 

General -Conversation with two Nisei 

JACL -Quarterly meeting of the Denver Chapter 

Single Nisei Girl - Various talks with Bessie Onishi 

Nisei Hair Stylist - Visit with George Qhashi 

Japanese Methodist Church -Visit with Rev. Uemura-Isse i Pastor 

Veterans -Bull Session with 3 veterans (Nisei) 

Nisü Businessman -Silver Dollar Hotel -Tosh Mamiya 

General -Visit with James Curtis ,Relocation Officer 

9ffo  single Nisei -Visit with Harry and Bob Kohama 

Assimilation -Meeting of Christian Young People 

Japanese Business -Modern food products Co,Ed.  Matsuda 

Japanese Business -Rocky Mt. Pickle Co. -Johhny Miyazaki 

Japanese Business -Denver Screed Co. -Okuno, proprietor 

Nisei Businessman -Mas Takata,ladio Repair Shop 

" " Visit with Mits Kaneko 

Nisei Veterans' Bull Session 

Nisei Grocery Employer -Conversation ̂ ith Ted Homura, Veteran 

Nisei Businessman -Employee-Visit with George Matsumonj i 

Nisei Pharmacist -Drug Store Operator -Visit with Howard Doi 

Community Methodist Church -Young People's Picnic 

Nisei Lumberjack Student,-Conversation with George Mo rimoto 

Nisei former Businessman - » »» Takky Domoto 

„ 
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iroa* racial Housihu project ao  August 46 $ 
Nesting of KpR coiaadttes T* Yatsushiro 

On the invitation of Mr» Gordon Connolly of the NORC, Univ ereity of 

Doover, I attended the X&8R FOR Housing Ooaodttee meeting to night h*ld at 

the Brotherhood houee (1220 Coronal telephone CHerry 5571) * The seating 

began at p.m. and lasted until 8:00. FOR (Fellowship of Rec onciliation) 

is a pacifist organiation which is interested in social an d economic problem», 

especially as they affect minority groups. They believe i n action and not 

merely lip service. This was one of numerous meetings held b y the committee 

during the past few months with regard to the establishing of a community* 

or a city block» in whifch people of various races» ae negr oec, Caucasians» 

and orientals» can live together and plan and execute comm unity activities 

together* This project uivler consideration is the direct result of the 

8a state  ' s 

(Colorado) and city's restrictive covenants on real esta te now 

in existent and because of numerous attempts in the past b y real estate 

agents to exclude orientals a&i j&iegros and igsxloans from purchasing residsn-

t4al homes in most sections of the city. 

The discussion revealed that there were several Caucasian ©» some 

present at the meeting, who were interested themselves in p urchasing lots 

in thie particular  meal kmc*  The general |lsn is for a group of them to 
approach the real estate agent for posslbls purchase of a who le block in eome 
section of the city 

KkJtxjbi/whleh is desired by the group* The real estate agen t is not to be 

told that this particular block would be an inter-racial co mmunity. The 

problem of purchasing the block Indicated that there was a need for a 

substantial loan* Philanthropist as Iferahal Field. XII wa s mention* as 

possible contributors* The question of where thie communi ty should be 

located indicated that eome of the committee felt it should b e In the rural 

area» while othere favored an urban or euburban area* 
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Denver 

I8TEH-HACIAL HOUSING PBGIEOT (continued) 20 August 46 
Meeting of FOR committee T. Tateushiro 

Discussion on various other phases of the problem, whi ch is not iimpor-

tant for xa Inclusion in this rsport, took up much time* 

General impression»* 

This Is a very bold and challenging project undertaken b y the fOB 

organisation* ?h«/ members—«there were about eight pres ent—were all very 

enthusiastic about the project and eager t© commence on  the project i«me-

diately» 

The idea back of this movement—that of combatting restric tive land 

covenants now existing in ths city—sounds very noble and appealing* How-

ever» euch a project oan backfire if it is not plansSd car efully* That is 

to say by trying to set a fine example of an inter-racial community» oppo-

nents of such a project msy become even more rabid in  fetxfe  their opposition* 

On the other hand, however, it must be said that there is mu ch more weight 
by 

in demonstrating a principle/** action than by merely desc ribing it in 

words* 

Ouch a project as this needs careful observation, as it wi ll be some-

thing new to the community and relatively new sny where in t he country* 

There are as a number of Japanese residents of Denver, I've  been 

tclfV who are also back oft hi a movement, and therefore  this should be 

important for this study from this standpoint* 
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^OIAL ORGANIZATION« ¿1 Aug 46 
JAOL Tatsushiro 
Interview with Kin Yasui 

* Interview was conducted with Min Tasui, attorney by p rofession and 
representative 
kaa*/of the J ACL for this section of the country (Tri~3ta te repseeentative). 

He ie officially first vice-president of the looal JAOL chapter« 
619 

His own office is adjacent to that of JACL* Address 1st /Ernest & Cranmer 

Bl̂ dg. f  17 & Curtis Streets, Denver 2| phone OHsrry 9990« 

Because of a barrage of phone calls, it became almost i mpossible to 

conduct any sort of interview. Interview was hsld between  5 t̂JO p«m. 

Min is akaai a nisei of about y«*rs of age. He originate s from 

Port1ant, Oregon, but has done a lot of travelling about the country. 

Skaxaxis He is famous for ths awHnrtta incident just aft er war broke out 

(in 1942) in which he refussd to comply with ths curfsw  law imposed on 

all persons of Japaness ancestry and thereby was impriso ned. He intentional 

ignored the curfew in order that h*s may be a test case, in which fcka 

not only the curfew restrlctftdns but the delagation of p owers to imposs 

turfew regultions wtm be'mart* 1 by the Paaident of the U.S. to the military 

commander of the West Coakt area^ Much has been written u p on this case j 

and the Supreme Court ruled against Tasui« (Refer to lit erature on 

Tasui for mors detailed information) 

Because the analyst wanted to gain the acquaintance of T asui, he 
Tasui 

permitted/to review his experience sines the war broke ou t* ijjw was 

extremely bitter about the whole incident, aajui not becau se he had spsnt 

8 solid months in prison, but because the Supreme Court r efussd to xata 

deliberate on the issue he wanted raised. This is, name ly, that it was 

unconstitutional taxistagata for ths President to deleg ate powers to ths 

military oomnander on ths Vsst Ooafet to imposs restric tions on Americans 

of Japanese ancestry* He stated that there was no martia l law on the 

West Ooabt, and thsrsfors it was unconstitutional for th s Military commanAar 
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SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 21 Aug 46 
J AOL T»Yateuehiro 
Interview with Min Yaeui 

to have had the powers he had* Re admitted that he vat guil ty of breaking 

the curfew regulation at that tine« but that ha curfew regu lation was not 

important In itself. The more important leaue wae tfe "the unconst1tutional 

delegation of powers txa by the Preaidsnt to the solit ary oonaander*« 

He stated i  "The daitn D«A* in Portland wouldn't aooperate* Otherwi ee» we 

aould have won our oaee« A 

He adnitted having had worked for the Japanese oonaul in C hicago doing 
some 

K study of the Japanese population in that city* When ask ed if thia wae Iu& 

a faotor in Mt having loat the oaae in the Supreme Court» he stated this 

had very little to do with that* 

naaws of good referenses 

Min offered a list ofnanes who« analyst s&ght contact in th e oouree 

of his stud̂ r* 

1« or* Takaehi May«da» JAOL president of losal ohapter* 

2 Yoehiki Ariki» losal J ACL ohapter laenberehlp committe e chairman* 

Denver Unity Council) Louise gvane (on vacation now) 
execeeoretary 
4^8 E* CoIfax| phone K£ 642^ 

(ass Ann Waring} 

4* Char lee Graham» preaident of the Denver Unity Council 

2* Dr (Miss) Prudaoe 3ost*fckkj of Denver Public School) A dult education* 
also member of Unity Council! phone TA 7151 

6* Dsan Paul Roberts| ex-Preeident of Denver Unity counc il* 
St* John's Cathedral (Ep}s*op*l) 

7* WOA — Mice Lorna May Tuttle) Exec-Director 
1^4^ Tremont Plj Denver 2 

S. TWCA — Miss Arline Brsuer) group worker) leader TPS) conductor 
of Thursday night danssc at the 1« 

9* Rev» Ruses1 Kskata — 1991 So* Humboldt| telephone R»V * Oildnsr 

10* Director's Club (formerly "Steneho") Eddie Mateuda o f Modern Foods* 
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SOCIAL ORQANXZATIOBS 21 Aug 46 
J40L ** Tateuehiro 
Interview with Min Yassui 

11« Qeftr̂ e Furuftai 177? W. Avenues phone OL 

12« Takky Domuraj Lum Aptj 1110 -19th street! formerly fish import«r In S.*. 

15» Oathay Legion Pasts 2025 (?) Murket Street| t*i Ed Ohio on» of 
leaders?. This 1« euppoeedly the biggest gambling group  with many 
Japansea a« msmbere. 

^ooks on Denver 

»In euggsbted reading of "Solo in Tom-tom* by Qsne Fowler  in order to get 

come hietorieal background of Denver* Fowler« book "T imber land", which is 

a etory of  jQje  Denver Poet wse slso euggeeted. 

Houclng and Real Eststs 

Min showed analyst an unfinished paper be had written on th e history 

of the land movement in Colorado and Denver, which he ha d hoped he would 

use as his meter's thesis In sociology* He stated anafrrt t could use it 

freely* 

Win aleo showsd analyst a letter written by a  - Mr* C'Brisn*, presumably 

a real eetate agent» to a Japanese reeident informing th e latter that he 

was definitely at net wanted in a certain district  fchat  he intended to move 

into* The letter was very blunt with eush m m phrasss se "the  rseidente 

of this neighborhood definitely do not want any Japs liv ing here. -  xms Attached to 
the , 

/letter was s long list of nemee of reel dents, presumab ly, (Caucasians; who 

lived in that district and who opposed this Jspaneee from mo ving in* 

Min said the J AOL and he are^^^^^ihe sase out in court, a nd he believss 

they have a strong esse, as the oldest son in the family is a veteran of 

this war* 

Min was told that we are eery interssted la scouring a l ist of all 

suoh discriminations against Japansse in Denver* 
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1 1 JAOL 

Ini«rvi«w wlth Min Tatui 

Da««rlPilon of Taeui 

Min 1« a friendly, pl«aaing individuai* Ha ha« sirong oon vioiion« 

«fratti individuai righi» guarani««d undar iha Gonstiiu iion, and h« ia  om 

ubo  wilì  £0 io ih« 1 itali«! aa ua« of ih« oouria, in fi&hiing an i aaau in 

whiah  fe«  believe«. H« ha» a «ynpaitetia haari and a k««n «ind. H« ia 

raiy aieri. 

i 

K« w v«ry cooperative, and avan voluni««r«d io nake av allatole spaoa 

in ih« JAOL offio« for ibi« analysi if  tei  «aniad a d««k epaoe. Thi« off«r 

waa aooepted. 

aeî ral ooMBttniai, 

S«cau«« «nà r̂ii will be in «lo«« iouoh wiih Xa«ui, more ab oui ih« 

laiiar vili be wriiten up laior on* Many aubjeoia war« dia« u«««d durlng 

ibi« inierview, but a« non« was explored in any greai degr ee thpy vili 

b« iouoh«d upon lai«r on in variou» interviene with Ta« ui* 

S>4 4 
D«nT«r 
21  Aug 46 

T.Yateushiro 
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BAQKQ30UHD DATA 
Interview with Mr* Jackson, Dsmrsr Welfars 

21 Aug 46 
T* Yatsushiro 

anver 

Interview was arranged with Mr» C.W* Jackson of the Denv er Bureau of 

Public lite If are* (Addresst 650 Cherokee % phone Mfcin  7161)  Zt lastsd fro« 

10 to  11 tJO  fum* Interview wae first eet for 9i>0 a.m. but beeauee thie 

analyst had a nasty nose bleed Just ae he was about to leav e the hotel« the 

time was delayed half an hour* (Analyst was foresd to hire a taxi oab to 

sake appointment.) 

During the interview with Mr* Jackson, who is a high Wslf ars official, 

the Welfare Director Miss R*4<U dropped in a few ainutts j ust to get ae-

quainted. 

Mr* Jaokson wae extras»ly friendly and cooperative throu ghout the 

interview and offered to help in any way he eould. When ask ed whether̂  the 

Welfare would be able to provide pereonnel in our study he  stated they were * 

not able to at present* He was extreaely interested in the  study undertaken 

by the Interior Dept., and oonfeseed that they (¿e}ftre)  were thinking of 

•eking another etudy similar to the onejf they nade in F ebruary 1944 on 

the Japanese population in Denver* Therefore * he wae elated  to learn thtt 

the 'Federal gov't was doing it instead* 

He gave thie analyst a list of names or people and organis ations whoa 

I should contact for aid in providing inforaation pertai ning to our study* 

He was very proud of the study thsy aads in Fsbruary 194 4« stating 

a number of tiass thtt the study was aost aoourate ae they ha d eeveral trained 

people doing the work and actually asking houss to hous s eonvas of ths oity* 

We reviewed soas of ths finiings aade in the We  Ifare  f e 1944 study* 

Hr* J* was very hesitant about aaking statements oonssr ning ths preeent Situa-

tion, stating he hasn't been eloes to it sines the laet  study was aads* 
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BACKGROUND DATA 21 Aug 46 
Interview with Jackson of m m m mltm?$ T« Tat«ughiro 

Ha showsd m a study ih© Wslfere eonduotsd on tha * Spani sh- 3peak±î  

Population In Denver*. He ssìd X oould a copy of thle rcpor t at the Denver 

Unity Odinoli* 

He alao ehowed ai a *Kouelng in Denver» June 19W* repett, w hich he 

etated I eould se euro front  Dar* Qersdehael of the Shool ob Bue in« se and Scoici 

Heeearoh of U* of Denver» 

Concernine the problem of getting population etatietiee» he euggeetad 

thet the poetaaeter ta (Mr. J* 0* Stevic, 18 «od stai Street«) b e oonàaetéd 

for ald in getting ali the namea of Japans ce recidente in D enver* He etated 

in the £ panie h~epeaking etudy they were ablo to get anali sisilarjC aseietanee 

fro» the poetoaster* 

Hegarding aaps of Denver he eugge eted sontasting the city  andcounty 

Engineering offloe» 

He suggeetad looping into a dance hall which wae foraer ly uaed by 

the Japansee young paople for their danese. He thougjht t he nea» was 

"ftainbow Dense Hall 11 or eoaethlng that eounded liks it* 

He inforaed that the locai I.3.H. firn punched the reeul tc of their 

1J>44 study interviewe on to carde« and that thie firm ha d the carde if ve 

traete d te uae theo for anyjf pur pace* "e waen't cure whet her the firn dee-

troyed the carde or net« 

He inforaed» after phoning and investigati ng hitesslf» that ths Wslfare 

office etili had ali cf the original interviewe  .of  the 19*4 study, and 

san be ueed for our study» 

He euggeeted eecing the Unity Council regarding pereonne l aacietance 

far thie etudy* Kr« Graham wae aantioned ae the inividual t o oontaat* 

Hegarding office epaee for thie analyet» he etated the M alfare wae 

erowdcd for epaee at precent* He euggeeted the pect office ae a poeeible 

place to intuire* 
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> BACKGROUND DATA 21 Aug 46 
Interview with Jackson of Denver 'sfrlfare T* Yatauehiro 

When pressed about the present situation coopwred to t he IpVl period 

when their study  was nmde, he stated he didn't think there wae ¡mob of a 

General  ooccantâ  -

Although  Mr .Jackson  waa not able to furnish any reliable statietics 

on the present Japanesq£o|mlfci&im« he will be an invalu able individual to 

refer to in the various problems that will inevitable ar ise in the course 

of thia study» Be is esctreoely interested in the study and asked that 

he be kept infonaed and offered assistance in a consultati ve way at any 

tiz&e *  > 
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FAMILY *»awada Tats us hi ro 
Brief  visit with ff  family 

A visit was made on Mrs* Sawada as she had informed me that 
could 

there was a vacant room which l/oooupyin the apartment hou se 

she operates. When I got there X was told that the room had 

already been rented. She, however, was very helpful in find ing 

me a room at the Silver Dollar Hotel. She invited me in and 

I had a short shat with hsr 22 year old son who is now attending 

the business college of the U* of Beaver* 

Sawada Apartment 

The Sawada family, which u8jur&s*xxmf includes theissei 

cou-le and their son, live in the apartment their operate . Address 

is 934 21st Street, phone CEerry 4365. The building is detac hed 

from others and is xxxatt extremely old. The outside appe ars to 

need a coat of paint and ready to fall apart. The inside, howe ver, 

is nicely fixed up* 

$awada family 

Hie father works for some one, while the mother works as 

chambermaid at the Brown Palace. The 22 year old son was Just 

discharged from the army and is now Attending Denver  TJ.  business 

college taking up business economics. 

Economically the family seem to be on firm footing and 

quite happy, 

attitude toward Chjcaftp 

Ihe nisei, son, related to me that he had visited Chicag o 

recently and Jcfcxtxfe» stated: "I don f t see how Japanese continue 

to live in Chicago. I Just couldn't stand it there. The place 

is dirty, noisy, and hot. They ean have Chicago. I prefer t o 

live here in Penver** 

V f 
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FAMILY - 22 Aug 46 
Brief visit with S&wuda family T* Yatsushiro 

VXSKX SON 

The,  nisei served  with the 442nd nisei combat unit and was 

Just discharged* He was interested in studying business in 

college* When asked what he intended to do after college , he 

wasn't quite sure.afestxfc* He was siaply interested i n operating 

a business in some field* 

General comment 

Further interviews will be conducted with this family as 

it will be a good case study* 
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Intervie v vitti Dr. Carmichael of Denver U. 

Intervie« vae arranged vith Or* Oarmichael betveen 9 » 45 to 10t45 

©'clock thie «ornine* Dr. 0« le haéd of the Sohool of Buein cee end social 

Reeearfeh of the Denver Univereity* (Mdreees 1425 Cleve land Placej 

phone MAin  4357)  Or« 0. eerved ae eoneultant in the rifare 1944 etudy 

^ the Japaneee populetion* It vae thought tlrnt he night be able to provide 

eoae inforsation «a* or eoae ideae pertinsnt to the etud y. 

Dr. C. didnH ehov any great Intere et in the etudy» mìfàM he  knov 

very nueh about the Japaneee population in Otnver* He vae v aluable only 

in that he previde analyet vith ec&c nane e of people vhô S might give con» 

eeeictaneejtf or informatico. He provided the ai*lyet v ith eeveral reporte 

prepared by ti» hie department perteining to hoaeing» bu sinoce aetivity» 

and eaployment in Denver* Theee vili be ueeful background d ata for the 

etudy* 

P* 1 
Denver 
21 Auguet 46 
T. Yeteuehiro 
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SPECIAL LEGAL AGENT 24 Aug 46 
Ilfcii tYemato Service Bureau" T. Yateuehiro 
Interview with Mr« Eddie TiMto 

Office« 1221 -19th Street| phone Keystone 
Rom i  2919 Lafayettej phone Kfiystons 1078 ' 

I M t Mr* Eddie Yamato's oldest daughter» Peggy, on the strs st a few 

days ago and learned the whole family ie now living in Denv er« X have known 

the Yaatto family einee the day* of svaouatlon, ae we liv ed in the ease blook 

(#30) in Poston relocation confer» Arlsona* I arrange d for lunoheon date with 

Mr» Y* today* we ate at one of the Japanese reetaurante n earby* 

Family situation1 

Pathert Eddie Yamatot nisei of about 42 yearei owns and o psrates "Service Bursau 
Mothers Mrs* Y| nisei of about 57 years* assists husband in o ffice* 
Children1  6  daughters and 1 son 

Age ranges from 17 to 2§ yrs* 
Oldest daughter» Peggy» assists in father's office as ssc retavy 
Hexfc eldest, Mary Jans» 2 believe works for the Lincoln 

Community Center« 

The family lives in the J*pansss rssidsnttal district of ths city* Mr* 

Y* stated that he had to buy tha house In order to be able  to live in one* 

They rent their offiee building which is located in ths Japanese business 

section of town* 

Relocation  history 1 

Mr* Y* first left Poston center himself about 3 years ag o (1943) and 

bags eetablishsd his business^ A year later his whoIs fam ily joinsd him 

here* 

Permanency of Residence» 

Mr* Y* stated he plans to stay here about 2 years or eo and th en probably 

return to the Vest Coafct, probably Los Angilss« About others hs stated» 

•You knew if any one stays hsrs about 2 or 4 years, hs wil l liks ths place 

and will probably stay. 0 



SPECIAL LEGAL AOfc. 
*¥smato Service Bureau 11 

Interview with Mr* Eddie Yamato 

Fait and Pressnt Occupation* 
in Lea Angeles, 

Prior to the evacuation, Mr» 7« operated his own freight b ueinssa/ own  ig 

a flsst of trucks whioh haulod goods from out place to anoth er. Ho is reputed 

to have boon a very successful business man* 

At present he is msrsly an agent for a variety of servlsee,  ae, freight 

movers« carpenters, painters» Western Union telegrap h» real estate» bora« 
Japanese translation» 

rasing» notary public (he is one himsslf )»/smployment, etc. He has the 

most versatile occupation of any one I have ever met* His w ife and oldest 

daughter assist him in the offioe. 

Basins»e situation; 

Most of hie clients at preeent are Jspansss» although he gets a number 

of Moxican silent0* He feils rather satisfied with his bus iness and admitted 

he made $6500 last year (194?)* He stated the first year he suffered a lose 

making only about $200 or #200« He stated! 

*X make a little here and there* If you are swart you know 
how to msfce money» How 2have a group ofpainters and carp enters who 
are hakujine. They actually work for ms in that I find cust omers 
for them* Anyone wanting auch services would oams to ms and  % 
all X do is sit here and refer them to nor sarpentere and  painters* 
1 gst 10% of whatever the carpenters and painters make« J uet think. 
1 get this by just sitting at ay dssk and answsring phone sails« 
Now with the racee on X act as ths agent for bookiee in the east« 
X have racing forme here and people ooms in daily to fill ou t the 
forms picking ths horse they want and betting on it« X wire t heir 
choice and money UK» Westsm Union to the bookie in the Eas t» end 
first thing next morning winning bettere get their money * X make 
about on any winnings and gst a commission from the book ie in 
ssrving as an agent for him** 

Mr* I* didn't toueh upon othsr aspecte of his occupation* but in later 

lntsrvisws an effort will be made to get this* 

Evacuation losses> 

Mr. I* was very bitter about the lossee he suffsrsd and was vary interested 

in ths Evaouee Claims Conaission 3111* Ho said hs still own s his houss in 

p* a 
Denver 
24 Aug 

Tateushiro 
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SPECIAL LEGAL AG&u* 24 Aug 46 
•T&xoato Service Bureau 11 t* Yateuehiro 
Interview with Mr* kddie Yaraato 

Loe Angeles, but that all of hie furnituree which he had sto red with friends 

(he says "euppoeedly friends 11} were stolen by them and now he doesn't know 

where these friends are* He thought they were worth se veral thousads of 
In selling 

dollars* Then he lost heavily in selling his buslneee, «e p«eially/)te*x*is** 
his 

afxfemsksxaa* ears* An sffort will be nade to enumera te in detail his 

losses* 

Japanese busineseeei 

tie thought that the Japanese in Denver sky eity were making  out all 

right* He pointed out on a nap in his offise the sect ion wfciahx which is 

priarily the Japanese business district. This is namely o n Lariaer Street 

between 16th and 20th street* That is the center, and arou nd it are various 

scattered buslneeeee operated by Japanese* 

general coaaientsi 

Further interviews will be conducted with Mr. Y. 
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Mw^yi y A»« ^ 

II1A5  a.ra.  (Chicago standard tima) 
Left Chicago by United Air Lines plañe. 
Trip vas extrenjely rough» High altitud«» nsarlng Denver» nada me 
fael mieerably dlzzy and nauseatlng* 
Stop-ovar at Osaba, *ebraeka for 5 minutes. 

4»JO p.m. (Denver standard tías} 
Arrived Denver alrport• 
Gaught taxi oab to Denver domtown seetlon. 
Oot rooia for one night at the Denver Hotel. 
Felt nauseatlng all night) eouldn*t eat* 
Short visit with Oordon Oonnelly and family at thalr hora e. 

a.m. All morning in moving from Denver Hotel to Brown Palate Hotel. 
Limited 5-day reservation at B#P. Hotel 

p.m* All afternoon spent at National Opinion Research Cen ter. 
Mot  all .the  staff member«» many of whom I knew from before, and 
they wefe all interested in the study I'm conducting in t he elty* 
Lengthy chatka had with Gordon Oonnelly and few other people at 
the University of Denver» and I wae given many namee of pe ople 
who might be helpful to me* 

Had dinner with the Connellys« 

Immediately iffter dinner» 2 accompanied Gordon to a mee ting of 
an inter-raeial committee on housing held at the Brot herhood House 
(1220 Corona) telephone OHerry 3571). 

After thie meeting» which lasted about 1$ hra 9 another meeting 
followed at the eame place. This was a discussional nett ing of 
the Fellowehip of Reconciliation (FOR)» which le a rig id paeiflet 
group. 

Met numsrous people» Caucasians, Japanee«» and  fikgro». 
Rev* Tsutomu Puktqrama, a Baptist minister, nlselof a bout £0 years 
or so» le working with the nleel in Denver* 
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m a T R A V & L LOO (cont.) T. Yatsushiro 

Wednesday, 21 Aug 46 

a.m. (10 to lliJG) (Had a nasty nos« bleed which delaye d appointment) 
Interview with Mr*  C* W*  Jackson and Hits Bead of the Denver Public 
Wilfare Bureau* Takked mostly with Mr. Jackson who was e xtremely 
interested in the etudy* Admitted they were thinking th emselvee 
of doing a follow-up study slnoe the Feb*1944 study which  they 
conducted. (Address) 650 Cherokee) phone MAin 7161) 

p*m* (J to 4tj50) 
Interview with Mr* Min Yaeui, JA0L Tri-State represent ative in 
Denver« and attorney  toy  profession* (615 S 4 0 Bldg, 17 & Curtis; CHerry 5990J 
Mr* Yasui kindly offered use of his offiee to as a s m y headqua rtere. 

Thursday» 22 Aug 46 

a.m. (9»45 to 10)49) 
Interview with Or* Carta!ohael, head of  fcfcaxftssaaaxat  Denver U f s 
School of Commsrce and Business Hesearch. 
(1425 Cleveland  Place 1  tsl, MAin 4257) 

p.m. Visit HCBC office to pick up nail* 

Met'a Mrs. Sawada who operates a hotel in the Japanes e section of 
town« She worke at the Brown Palace Hotel ae maid. She state d 
she may have a room vacant* Suggested I ess hsr at her home 
tomorrow* 
Evening spent visiting with Saamy liasegawa, teacher» an d Kasue Us no. 

Friday. 23 Aug 46 

a.m. Office work at tarns* 

Forenoon and noon epent moving out of Brown Palace Hotel i nto 
the Silver XrtalxMat Dollar  Hotel, (address 1  I860 Lawrence at I 
phone 3 MAin 9970} 

Hooky Shimpo called (a Kiss Kawamoto T) to stats they wers i nterested 
in publishing a story of our study* Much surprised that the y 
haven't received our official press rsIsaac. Write Boh Cu llum 
about this* 

plm. Visited JAQL headquarters where X expect to make  my headquarters. 
Spent much time sailing up various hotsls inquiring abo ut hotel 
ressrvations for Oullum, Sasaki» andths Hansenc* Finally  got 
Roossvslt Hotel for the period August 51st September 4th . This 
will be a suits» double rooms* 
Mst Mr* Hoy Takeno of the Denver Post staff* 
Browsed through P*0* issuss and other literature* 
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T.Yateushlro 

Saturday, 24 Aug ¿é 

a»ta. ;  Offlea work at hone» 

Mit Nr* andMre.  Sidle  Yâ oto,  who  rmj  ftfae  "Xasoto Serri««  Bureau 
and hare their offloe very atar ny hotel* They Invited  m to 
lunch with them. 

ra. Lunch with Yamotoe* 

p.n. Vielt wifeh Gordon Connelly (ÄOÄO) to plek up nail, e tc. 

W r 4BS M 

a.m. (from 6tk$ to 5 pa») 
Planning to vlelt Mt. Svane on ear With the Oonnellye« 



yr ECOHOMIC omh o* 
Conversation with iasei waiter 
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*>*nwar lip 
T« Yatsushiro 

fonight while hawing a cup of coffee at the "Hlkko Low" 
operated 

Japanese/restaurant, I had a eaeuaJL conversat Ion with the only 

waiter there» axmaw an leael who apeake good English and wh o em 
ae 

pa a a/an elderly klbel* the conversation waa carried on in tern-

al tently, that la In between hi a waiting on custoosre who oomlng 

in sporadic ally« 

jjoonoaaio Outlook 

Max It la bellowed that for some reason or another I impress ed 

this waiter as a businessman or a busineaa speculator. When I 

asked him how business *?as, he said things were "slow*« He 

immediately adwlsed me not to go into any kind of business h ere 

in Denver, as business prospeots for any Japanese were wer y dim 

here in Denver« He explained! 
"Wages here are cheap« For Inatsaae, I am suppose to 
be getting pretty good wage« I make $25, a week plus 
tips which are wery small«-  tkmxMa&u tea«  lost of the 
waiters or waltreaaes get about #18« par week plustips. 
The J^anesa owner of this restaurant isnot  xmxx  making 
wery much« But since he liwes in the back of the rea-
taurant he sawes on house rent. He at  1»  ast breaks wwen 
I guess, I don't know for sure* ««««;•« 
Our oook here (pointing at the cook in the kitchen) used 
to own and operate three restauranta in Los Angeles 
before the war« How he is working as a cook« «««« 
I used to work for a big Chinese restaurant in Denver 
before X oame to work hare« I quit my job there beesuse 
of a quarrel betwaen thti Chi» sa owner and his wife« ••• 
X used to make,good money there, mora than twloe X intake 
hare*«••«» 
You a aid you wlsited Chicago« How are things there? 
X'we been thinking of going there to work« You know my 
eommon~la* wife with whoa X am separated now liwes there« 
She wrote me some time ago and asked why X didn't oome 
out there« She's remarried now« She's a hakujin...,. 
You know when X left camp X had #5000« cash with ma* 
Another Japanese  amixixx  who also had $5000« cash and 
X daaldad to go into some kind of business together« 
First we thought we'd have a good time so, we vialted 
Florida and played the horses« X  Igb t all my money end 
so did my fri nd« 1® wen had to sell my  friend* s  car 
to make transportation money«" 
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Conr ersat ion  with lssel waiter 
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26 Aug 46 
Denver 
.̂Yatsushiro 

Xmpreasl<a  a: 

Thia waiter appears to be a shif*la## individual with very 

little respon*  Mlitiea.  Be stated he h«fa mother rnxt now 

living in aj Os Angeles, but that he didn't want to go there be-

eauee he couldn't get along with her. xt is not believed that 

nature* ne was married tm \common» law marriage) to a oauea sian 

woman before the war and became separated from her afew ye ars 

ago* i his seems to underline his atypical nature. 

rhe possibly significant thing about this individual is 

that a number of nisei have acquired this trait, 

Jumping from one Job to another and gambling a lot» This is 

quite evident in big cities, especially Chicago and to some 

extent here in Denver. It is also true that this is somewhat 

true of a good segment of the  mxMXmutít  country, especially in 

this transition period from war to peace time operation. 

Peraonal notes 

this waiter is aalssel of about 35 yearsof age. He Appears 

to be quite aggressive, but has a pleasing n y appearance, fíe 

was very friendly. Forth r interviews with him might provide 

some pertinent information about the Denver $apanea^ commu nity. 

evacuation and relocation had much to do with his rtitfÍÉISK 



A T T I T U D E O F t O R b + A C O M M U N I T Y 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h D e n v e r P o s t m a s t e r C  Sfeevi o) 

A brief t i t vat made with Mr« Stevlo» Denver Postmaster« 

The purpoi e was to el 1*11 the cooperation of the poet off le e 

here In getting the names and addresses of all people of 

Japanese  ancestry registered with the Denver post offloe« 
J a p a n e s e 

This Is to secure some data on the/population here In Denve r» 

number and geographic distribution especially« 

A letter of Introduction written by Bob Cullum was shown 

M « Stevlo« The letter explained the purpose of our study * 

Mr« Stevlo expressed willingness to  oooje  rate but admitted 
/ 

that he was not at all acquainted with the method used prev iously 

In getting the names and addresses of the Spanlsb-Amerlc sn 

population in Denver. He suggested that 1 contact the peopl e 

who made this first survey» as Mr, Jackson of the Penver Welfa re« 

I promised to do this« 

There were few remarks made the Postmaster which seem 

pertinent to the study« X first Introduce d myself m d 

explained the purpose of our study thst It Involved the ym&f tx 

Japanese who evacuated fromthe West Coast and those who re settled 

from relocation centers» he quickly retorted! 

"Those are the people who toih should have been 
kept In the camps» but who wfcre released. Don't 
you think sot* 

It Is believed thst the postmastsr didn't know that I was 
he 

of Japanese ancestry when / made the remark« 

In another instance he expressed himself unfavorably 

toward the Japanese population« In general he had a hostile 

attitude« 

f« X  \$>  , 
Denvs* 
27 Aug 46 
T* Yat sushi ro 
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ATTITUDE OF U M M COMMUNITY 27 Aug 46 
Interview with Denver Postmaster T. Yatsushiro 

Toward the end of the interview, It in believed that he 

tried to cover up hie prejudice toward the Japanese  by relating 

the following atory* 

"You know, I had a Chinese boy working for me as a 
postal elerk« He was Indus tad In thé army and 
recently was discharged* He and another fellow, 
a Japanese, got together and formed the Cathay Legion 
Font (veterans orgaizatlon) here in Denver* How, 
that 1s some thing I si 1 fe  it* Just alittle while ago 
their countries we e at war with each other** 

The postmaster* e  attitude toward the Japanese and minority 

groups in general seemto be based on purely an emotional 

level* He seem to assoolate the Japanese and Chinese bom 

in this country and therefore U*S* cl rletins with their ancestral 

countries, vary little thinking that they are Americans b y bir h 

snd upbringing and in most cases strangers to their mother 

countries* However, this is not an unccmi$on attitude snd w ay 

of thinking among many Americans* some supposedly very int elligent 
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HXSBX BUSINESSMhîî 28 Aug 46 
Interview with George Pu rut« T. Yafcsushiro 

A luncheon interview waa arranged with Mr* George Pu rut a 

at the "Manahu Grill 1* m z x on Larine r St. mar 20th. After 

a few minutes of conversation with George, some of his frie nds 

appeared on the scene and disrupted the whole interview, T hey 

began playing cards on the same table we were eating and be gan 

talking to George continuously* Gonsequently this interv iew 

was praotleal useless«  Bar  ever»some facts were learned inthe 

beginning. 

Brief background data on Gear  rb 

George is a nisei of about 36 years of age. He is roly 

poly in appearance and quite a  p vial character. He is very 

pleasant and interesting. He hails from Los Angeles where h e 

had some kind of business. He was evacuated to Santa Anita 

(X believe) and then was rel cated to  Fobton relocation oenter 

Can p  êmx  Three, He left camp in May of  èMééx  1943 and came to 

Denver where he has been ever since, 

Japanese business dlstrlcti 

He stated that when he came to Denver the Larl» r  (  the 

present Japanese busln ass district) dlstriot was si wly 

emerging as a Japanese district, There were many Jews and 

Mexicans who were operating business akJkMiuuaui many o f which 

ware taken over  tit  by the Jepansse when they came, 

Hd atated that when he arilved he surveyed the town and 

decided thé 20th and Larlm r corner was a nice location* so he 

bought up the whole area (corner) there which lnoludes man y 

business establishments. He op rated the Manchu Grill  Mb® elf 
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NISEI BUSIHESSk^ 28 Aug 46 
Interview with George Furuta T. Yatsushiro 

but recently he turned over the management and ownership to 

hie relative (brother-in-law or something}« 

Although he didn't have time to go into it, it is assumed 
in the form of rent or lease 

that he gets an income/from the several business establishm ent s 

that operates business on the property he owns» 

He stated he was one of the first to go Into business 

in that neighborhood* Be related that the pool hall across 

the street from his property was operating in early 1944 w hen 

he earae here« 

He thought the Japanese businesses were doing satisfactor ily 

Japanese population 

He stilted he didn't know accurately how many Japanese 

were in Denver,but guessed there were about  4000* 

Land Restriction 

He stated most of Denver's real// estate is restfcloted 

to the Japanese as well as the Mexicans and the Hegro4s« 

He stated the Japanese are living and working or operating 

business adjacent to the Mexican and Hegro districts« 

J»anese  mmmmA lease  !  theater ("Klva" theater) 

This theater, "Klva" is on Larlftr dbbtiodtxfcx Street near 

about 17th street« From other sources it was learned that 

George and five other Japanese have bought the  3s*  ase on the 

theater for the next five years or so« They rent the theater 

at #80« per night« The Mlsei danseuse, Miss Kansuma, who 

is an exponent of Xfcft Japanese classical dancing, is per forming 

on / August 30th and 31st (evenings)« 
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IISEI BvammmuM m ^ M g 46 
Interview with Oeorge Furuta T. Yatsushiro 

Other t«Jat pertinent personal faotsi 

From his card playing friends, it is believed that  Oeovse 

plays eard quite frequently and bete rather heavily. Af ter 

our luneh he Joined one of his friends in i playing "gin rumm y" 

and lost 111.90 in a period of about half an hour. He st£ ed 

he won about #150 the other night. 

He and his friends talked a great deal of going fishing 

in the state of Wyoming. One friend exelaii» d that Wyomin g 

was an ideal place to go to fish as they allow you to catch 

4 to 8 pound fish« 

General commentt 

Further interviews will be arrange© with George. 
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COL HADO OOMMITfto FOR FAIR  f%M 
Interview with Rev. Clark P» barman 

\x 
4a 

Interview was arranged with Hev» 0arman today between 

3100 and 4i00 p»m» at his office. Rev. Carman is a former 

missionary to Japan,having lived there from  1906 to  1941 {gum» r ). 

He la rather elderly, but appears rather energetic.juui He w as 

fery friendly and Interested inthe study» He is one of the 

directors on the Colorado Committee For Fair Play» 

He stated he goes out in the rural areas occasionally 

to do some work on the Japanese* At present he is trying to 

get the Issei to fillout the first papers for naturalisati on» 

He stated they are not eligible for eitiaenship at present, 

but that *fc*s filling out the first papers would indicate 

their intent and might be helpful in impressing the gov't» 

He furnished me with names of Christian miniét rs and 

Buddhist priests in Denver and their addresses. He also fur-

nished me with some literature of the Fair ilay Committee» 

He was very proud inrelating the fight the Committee 

pit up in defeating the m  mendjsent  which would have barred alien 

Japanese from owning land in Colorado state» 

He offered to take me to the rural areas when he plans 

to do work out there, and I Indicated I would be interest ed in 

this arrangement» 

Rev. 0» was not very useful infu-nishing up-todate 

data onthe Japanese population. When asked if bethought the 

population now in Denver would xa continue to remain here, he 

•aid many of them would probably return to California. He sa id 

first some would go back and this would encourage others to d o likewise» 
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MSEI ORGANIZATION zTlul  4A ^ ' 

(Thursday night dance/ group) 

Interview and luncheon was had with Mies Arline Brauer, fwC A 

group"worker and one in charge of the Hlsei Young People Society 

which k u stages dances every other Thursday at present. Da nces 

ska used to be staged every Thursday night atfcgx throughout the 

war and until June 13th, 1946, when it was held every o^her 
lsstcd * 

Thursday. The whole visit/from 10*30 a.m. to 1*15 p.m. 

At least one-third of the interview time was lost, as *lta  Miss 

Brauer's office files and reports were scattered here and there 

and many were not completed, and it took Miss B.  s ome time 

gathering them and compiling some of the statistics I was lntertfcte 
figures 

In. Only the attendance/ at the Thursday night dances were 

obtained# They cover 1945 and 1946 (through August), by mon th. 

Group History: 

Thurs day night dances were staged for Hisei in Denver 

and surrounding counties even before the war started, as YW CA 

felt there was a need for it. The group was very small then 

as the Japanese population was small here in Denver. Eight 

through the war and up until the present these dances have b een 

staged regularly. At present until the middle of Septembe r (194*) 

there will be no dances staged due to the polio epidemic in Denver. 

As young people began trickling out of the relocation oamps  and 

as many came to Denver, the dances grew in size and popularity . 

They have attendances ranging from about 70 people to about 

6-600 people. The average has been about 250 or so. Lately 

this average has decreased, and partially due to this Miss Brauer 

stated the group decided to stage dances every other Thurs day 
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TWCA Young People Society T* Yatsusli ro 

Thursday night danee group) 

Instead of every Thursday from June 13, 1946 on« An orche stra 

is  21  red for every other danee, while at other times jcta recor d-

ings furnish the music for the dancing» At practically eve ry 

danee there has been about 3 men to  2  women attending* 

Miss Brauer came to Denver from Seattle in Dee ember 1945 an d 

has been directing the work ainoe then« Before her there has 

been about 2 or 5 different workers ainee the outbreak of the 

war« For this reason it was difficult for Mis* Brauer to 

provide a historical aeeount of the group and many of the 

facts eoneerning the period before she took over the work« 

Members hip i 

Although the YWCA sponsors this group, it is surprising 

that there are more men registered aa  meats  era than women* The 

ratio isabout 3 to 2. It seemed that anyone who attended the 

dances more than  2  or 3 times waa registered as a member* 

However, anyone who does not eome to the danee for a period 

of four months is automatically dropped as a member* Miss B« 

was just in the process of going through her membership files 

and eulling out inactive members« 

Orpi lzatloni 

The group la formally orgmized with officers who meet 

occasionally to plan a program and discuss variousproble ms« 

Miss B* stated nisei are very reluctant to aeeept the resp onsibility 

of  fen  officer* Miss B* explained the membership is composed 

largely of "anonymous members", that is nisei who come to 

the dances to have a good time but prefer to remain 

anonymous* 
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with regard to the larger number of men over women, Miaa B . 

though that this was so beesuse of the women's cultural bac kgroud, 

namely, the striot parental control exeerclsed over wome n and 

not men* 

0ROU? Reputationi 

Miss B. oonfeased that the group does not have a very go od 

reputation among the Xssei and some Hisei. Many of these pe ople 

feel that the Thursday night dance/ ia a xxxxx rowdy affair with 

many hoodlums and zoot suiters attending» Miss B. stated that it 

is true that they occasionally find beer and whiskey bottle s 

strewn about the danoe hall and occasionally nisei aootsuit ers 

do attend attired in a T shirt and ilrty corduroy trousers.  She 

stated she opposed in principle to barring these ssootsuit era 

from attending their danoe a, although she definitely wan ts the 

dances to be orderly» In general, she believes that the gro up 

is not as bad as JEks  same  of the Xssel and intellectual nisei 

picture them to be* 

Group attitude toward relationship with Caucasianst 

Miss B. stated she was quite puszled at the fact that the 

nisei,especially girls, just won*t mix with Caucasian gro ups 

no matter how hard she tries to Integrate the nisei into the 

latter groups. Instead, she atated, the nisei prefer to be 

among themselves and atage activities among themselves. Th en, 

on the other hand, some of the nisei  wamx  dislike any nisei who 

becomes too intimate end popular with the Caucasians. She 

explained that there is one nisei girl who has become very popular 

with Caucasians and Is a leader in her own rights, and now thi s 

HISBX ORGAN IZAl̂ Oll 
YWCA Young People Society 
(Thursday night dance group) 
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YW/CA Young People society T,  Yatsuatt.  ro 
{Thursday night dance group) 

same nisei girl la very muoh disliked by the other nisei girl s. 

Hiss B, stated this may be due to the faet most of the nisei 

girls themselves want to  fessoc-late  with oauoasians but are 

unable to because of lack of opportunity or &  yness  on their 

part* (Thismay te also be attributed to a Japanese cultural 

trait in which one should not, especially a woman,  make^  himself 

or herself too conspicuous or prominent«) 

Cliques* 

Miss 3, stated that the old time resident very much resen ted 

the influx of the Japanese evacuees from relocation cente rs 

and elsewhere since the war started* One girl confesses to 

her that she never ever thought of herself as being of Japa nese 

ancestry until the evacuees  came,  streaming nto Denver, Until 

then she and her family was very happy and experienced har dly 

any discrimination. With the coming of the evacuees they ex-

perlenced more and more discrimination* For this reaso n some 

of the old time members of the group Ixttx resigned. However , 

many of the old members have continues on and have taken a 

tolerant attitude. 

At the dapfrfs the group Invariably form into little cliqu es, 

(Some 
of this inevitable because of the large attendance*) 

A Friends tend to gxnqp congregate into their own group and d ance 
Some of the girls tm complained to her that 

among themsilves. 

some of the fellows just dance and don't say a ̂ uiix word du ring 

the whole dance. Host of the fellows keep very muoh to themse lves, 

and some of the girls complained (to Miss  B.)  'that they weren't 

getting dates. 
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(Thursday night dance group) 

JAOI» 

VOien I mentioned that I had my office at the J ACL headqua rter« 

Mies B* asked if it were true that the J ACL was an  organ  ization 

for the "upper ©rust". I asked her why she felt that way f and 

she stated many of the grays girls in the groqp thought so * 

One girl confessed to her that she refused to Join the JACL 

because they were always asking for money, and she couldn f t 

afford it» 

Dance* meeting a need of the lisel 

When asked if she thought the dances were meeting a real 

need of the Nisei, M^ss B. answered inthe affirmative, she 

stated that this was the only regularly staged dance for th e 

nisei* The JACL and school sponsor big expensive dances on ly 

very occasionally, and that because they are formal and expe nsive 

many of the nisei could not attend* The YWCA dance admissi on 

fee iss 25 cents for girls and 40 cents for boys* The reason 

the price is higher for boys ±x and lower for girls is to 

discourage some boys from attending and encouraging the g irls 

to  ccmis,  so that the boy**glrl ratio wpuld be more even* 

She proudly stated that the Thursd|y night dances have prov en ' 

to be the most popular among nisei and continues to be* 

Attendance 

Attendance during the winter, spring and fall months is 

the highest, while during the summr the attendance is  lew est» 

This is due to the fact that most of the nisei farmers and t hose 

in the rural areas work during the sumiasr and are unable to atteAd* 
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YWGA Young People society T. Yatsushiro 
( Tharsdqr  night dance groqp ) 

Religious affiliation of —mbersj 

Miss B* showed me statistics showing the religious affi lia 

tSaanxMttx  tion of the members* and it was surprising to 

learn that the ratio was  2  Ohrlstlas to 1 Buddhist« There 

were some whose religion «m^ not known* It Is Interesting 

to note that there Is a considerable body of Buddhist who 

are attending the X, dances* Miss B. stated that the danoes 

were open to all, and no attempt Is made to get only Christia ns 

It would be of Interest to the study to learn the attitudes 

of the Buddhist to the Y. dances, especially the Buddhist 

leaders« Miss B* stated the Buddhist young people's group 

leader is a regular member of the X* dance group« JUcxguqpc 

This may indioate Hhat the Sance4s/̂ *£w?§twg nt5e young nisei, 

regardless of religion, 
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Interview with Yoshiki Atk± Ariki T. Yatsushiro 
(Biaut'ioian) 

Visited Mies Yoshiki Ariki mx tonight at 7s30 at her place 

of business» the Hew York Beauty Salon which she owns and ope rates* 

The Salon is located at 830 18th Street, phone KE 9412* Afte r 

chatting for about half an hour or so, Miss Ariki invite d ma to 

her home as she hadn't had dinner and ihe wanted me to meet he r 

younger brother, Joe, who just got his degree.in sociolog y, Joe 
oar 

came on the family/to pick us up, .The Ariki live at 2631 Curti s 

Street; phone TAbor 7588« 

Personal facts 

Miss A. is a nisei of about 27 years of age. She has finish« 
' \  '  ' a 

high school and possibly a year incollege* She has/keen and alefct 

mind* She is very enterprising and ambitious, and appear ve ry 

capable. She is very active in various young people's activi ties 

— as  church (Christian), YWCA, and JAOL. She was very pleasant 

and friendly* 

Family 

Fathers deceased, about 13 years ago 
Mothers issei, about 50 years; not employed. 
Childreni Yoshiko; nisei, about 27 years. 

Jo«| 22 years; just finished college, sociology* 
son;̂ 18 years; Just finished high school. 

daughter, Just below Yoshiko; is married and 
living in Cleveland. , , 

From various remarks made by Yoshiko and Joe it seemed rath er 

apparent that this family experienced some hardship probab ly aft»r 

the father's death* Yoshiko has been operating her beauty b usiness 

for the past six years, and Joe informed she has been  fehe  sole 

breadwinner for the same period* Joe stated he is anxious t o 

>1 I 
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interview with Yoshiki Ariki % yatsushiro 
(Beautician) 

find a Job, something along social work or young people*« w ork» 

He stated he wanted to save some nxyx money so he can continu e 

on schooling and get his  m  star's in sociology. 

Jo© informed that Yoshiko is anxious to enter college* 

Apparently Yoshiko feels very dissatisfied about the amo unt of 

education she has had. Many people, Yoshiko and Joe relate d, 

Mas asked Yoshiko in the past whether she is taking gradu ate 

work or what college she graduated. All these experience s have 

aided in giving Yoshiko an inferiority complex regarding h er 

educational background* She impresses people as being a* 

college grad. She is very interested in young people activit ies 

and possibly she may press her education along these li nes if 

she does enter college. Her brother, Joe, and her marrie d 

sister have both earned degrees in sociology», 

Business? 

Miss A* was not too anxious to talk about her business. 

Her shop is located in a very nice business district. She i s -

probably the first nisei to open a beauty shop in Denver. Ther e 
nisei 

are about three other/beauty shops, but **x*axkx they are 

operated by evacuees. She stated she caters to the "middle-c lass» 

whites and a considerable number of nisei girls. After firs t she 

stated she had many nisei customers, but with the opening of 

other nisei beauty shops her nisei customers  droppe d.  She works 

long hours, opening her shop until 7s30 p.m. She said it is v ery 

hard work. When questioned about how she was faring in busi ness 

she ga  re  a vague reply saying she didn't know what the future 
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interview with Yonhiki Ariki Yataushiro 
(B4autitian) 

held for her» She «aid she wasn't sure whether  she* 11  continue 

her business for very lmg. This is probably due to her interes t 

in continuing her education, »»hen asked casually about her 

prices, she laughingly stated "Oh, I»m going to boost  toy  prices. 

I'm not getting anough". She charges #1* to ;>2. for finger 

waves and anywhere from $5.60 to $25.00 for permanent. 

She said her work is largely a personal service one and that 

it becomes very tiring waiting on people and trying to be 

pleasing allthe time« 

Attitude toward Nisei girls 

Y. stated she couldn't understand the nisei girls. She 

complained that the YWCA in which she Is very active has trie d 

very hard to get the nisei girls to Join Caucasian groups a nd 

to mix in with them inan attempt to integrate the nieei gi rls 

into the larger community. These attempts have been un success-

fully mainly because the nisei girls refused to mi* withthe 

Caucasian groups. Y. herself is very active in Caucasian 

groups. *£*• As a matter of fact she was  sele  cted by the YfQA 

business women's club (caucasian group) of Denver to rep resent 

the club at a national convention held in Atlantic City, N.J. 

held in February of 1946, Y. strongly believes that nisei 

ought to ilk egrate themselves Intothe larger caucasian com munty 

as fast as possible and not to continue in their own groups 

exclusively. 
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(Beautlfician) 

Denver Japanese Population 

Y* was very vague about the exact figure on the population 

here« She thought many were leaving Denver for the West Co ast* 

She thought there were about  3,000  now in Denver, but added 

this was only a guess* 

She admitted ahe hasn 11 been very close to the Japanese 

district of the city, so couldn't  give,  any reliable figure or 

Information on the Japanese* 

Christian Church (Key* Sasaki) 
a 

She teaohes/Sunday school class, and stated the attendance 

Is about 150 at the Church service* She thought lately the re 

has been a drop, probably due to some returnl̂  to the wes t 

Coast* 

Family home & Housing 
ago* 

Y* stated they bought their home several year a/ after 

living in a rented house for many yeara* She stated many 

Japanese were purchasing homes or apartments in the distri ct 

she now lives* She confirmed itti» remarks made by others 

that one j >st had to purchase a house if one  mmm ant>  d to 

get Into a detached house* 

Y's home is a fairly old one, and is heated by a huge 

stove lnthe living room* The house tas quite in disorder a s 

they were preparing to put up storm windows in preparation  for 

bad weather* 

General: 

Further interviews will be had with Miss A* 
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HISEX NEWSPAPER REPORTER 
Interview with Roy Takeno 

A luneheon interview wee arranged with Mr» Hoy Takeno, who 

is one of.the two nisei employed onthe Denver Post staff« ( The 

other nisei is Bill Kosakawa, Pacific Citisen columnist als o) 

Roy Joined the Denver Post as a reporter Just a few mon ths ago 

when the Post editorial staff was revamped and Mr. Palmer Ho yt, 

former editor of the Oregon!an and a liberal» became publis her 

end editor* Prior to this change the Poet was probably th e 

moet rabid anti-Japanese newspaper inthe country, (It is 

believed that there is much date in the WRA files on the Poet , 

therefore this report shall not go into this*) It sho&d be 

etated that the Denver Poet is now a very liberal paper. The 

employment of two nisei k u by the Post has literally shocked 

many people familiar with the Post's reputation* 

Background on Roy: 

Roy is a nisei of about 34 years or so* He is slightly bald 

and glvee one an impression he is much older. He was former ly 

on the staff of the Hafu Shimpo in L s Angeles-«this prior to 

the evacuation* Over twoyears ago he came to Denver and bec eme 

the English editor of the Rocky Shimpo* About two months ag o 

he Joined the staff of the Denver Post* He lovee hie newspap er 

work and throughout the war, though he had other better payi ng 

jobs offered him, he decided to associate himself with some news-

paper. He has en air of aloofness about him, but when one g ees 

to know him he is very friendly* He admitted that he hasn't ^ery 

close to the Japeneee population here In Denver, and theref ore 

was very reluctant to make m y generalisations on the situa tion, 

probebly for fear that hie remarks may be uŝ d by the etudy* 

P. 1 
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Interview with Hoy Takeno T* Yatsuahiro 

Because of thia attitude on Hoy 1a part® it was vary difficult 

to get anything useful from this Interview. 

Objections to Denvert 

When questioned about some of the major problems facing 

the Japanese» ©specially evacuees, in Denver« Hoy liste d the 

weather as the first» He said many of the California farmers 
-  i 

who are farming here oomplain because they have only a few 

months daring the summr in which to farm, whereas in Californ ia 

they eould farm all year round* The winter Is severe here and 

many people haven 11 become accustomed to it* He felt that >t 

California's weath r is better than Denver, but he also fel t 

that these farmers weren't making an effort to*adjust thei r 

farm ng methods to the conditions here* He thought the farmer s 

"ought to learn to play along with the weather instead of tryi ng 
to fight it." - ; . 

% 11 sted  was 
Another problem he xxljuritx±x/hou0lng  .  He stated people 

were having difficulty In finding  ¡1  suitable housing» There are 

restrictive covenants to oope with and one just had to purcha se 

a house in order to live in one* -

General comment! 

There other subjects covered in the interview xtk but beca use 

Hoy was very cautious and .reluct«  t  about talking about them, 

they will not be included in this report« 
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Dance recital by Miss Fujim Kansuma 

Tonight on our way back from dinner to the Oxford Hotel 

(where our staff conference was in progress) we passed by t he 

Japanese leased "Kiva n theater on Larimer Street, xixx between 

17th and 18th streets* Mr* Arima y one of the six Japanese 

controlling the lease on the theater,  saw the entire staff 

passing by and he asked me if we would be Interested in witne ssing 

the dance recital. We said we were and he escorted us into 

the theater, free of charge, and found seats for us in the b ack 

rows* The skauqtM admission was |1*50 per person* Those on t he 

staff included Bob Cullum, Dr. and «re. Hansen, John deYoung , 

from 7s00 o'clock that evening. We came in about 8 o'clock 
entire program 

and stayed until about fs30. We were told the/txxKK would. 

end at about 11 o'clock* ,  / .  \ M 

Miss Fujlma Kan sum, danceuse (see newspaper articles) 

Miss Jiansuma's real name is Suraako Hamaguehi. She adopted 

iur professional name following her training in Japan unde r the 

famed Japanese dance instructor Fujlma  Kan jure.  She studied 

Japanese classical dancing, (kabukl) and is reputed to be th e 

exponent of same in the U.S. She hails from Los Angeles ori ginally 

and is now on a tour of the United St&tes. Tonight was her 

second performance in two days in Denver. She is a very attra c-

tive woman and appears to be under 50 years of are. 

&jva Theater 

Klva Theater is an old small theater on Larimer Street. It 

generally shows third or fourth run movies. It has a seatin g 
capacity of about 400 people. 

egan 
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Pane« reoltal by Miss Kansuma T. Yatsushiro 

At tandanoa: 

The theater was practically filiad by tba middle of the 

evening*s program. Mora than half of these present were i aaai 

man and woman, and tha rast ware mostly nisei« There were a 

few eaueasians who had been Invited* It is guessed at least a 

fourth of those present were from the rural areas of Colora do. 

One issei couple and 2 daughters saoss sitting behind me In formed 

they came from Morgan County» which is about 100 miles fr om 

Denver, driving all the way in their oar. The crowd was ve y 

generous in their applauses which resulted in anchore num bers. 

Panes Program 

Beside Miss Kansuma there were about five other Japanese 

women dancers, a Japanese woman singer» and about 4 "sha misen" 

(woman) players, all of whom performed in between the perfor mances 

of Mis Kansuma. Miss Kanauma probably performed about a doz en 

times. We saw her perform twice, once in the Japanese classi c 
würa«~shima-Taro H. From the applauses and expressions on the 

faces of people nearby, her dances were very well enjoyed. i. SS6Í 
Meeting a need for/entertainments 

This series of performance by Miss Kansuma is probably the 

first big pure*Japanese entertainment in Denver. There ha ve 

been Japanese movies staged at the same theater (Elva) ab out 

ofcee a month for the past several months, but many of the mov ies 

are old ones as none are earning from Japan at present. Alth ough 

classical Japanese dancing is Comparable to the ballet, and 

therefore not appreciated and understood by all the isse i, it 
issei 

is felt that it does fulfill &/mimmk need for Japanese entertainment. 
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Dance recital by Miss lansuma T. Yatsushiro 

Especially is this ix true when one realises that ¿11 durin g the 

war all forms of Japanese entertainment was practically pr ohibited 

on the "outside** (outside of .camps}» The dance not only m et a 

need but it provided a deep sense of satisfaction among the 

issel and nisei in the knowledge that Japanese art can once 
engendered during the war 

again be exhibited without public pressure/against it* 

One ilderly issel man was speaking to  kxxk&&kx anothe issel 

and I overheard this remarks "Personally I don't enjoy Ja panese 

dancing very much, but the faot that Miss Kansuma xacx Is r eputed 

to be an expert in classical Japanese dancing made me want to 

come to see her«* This same issel was very proud of Miss Kan som a's 

training in Japan and her talents* He went in great detail in 

relating the life story of Miss K. 

The issel Han from Morgan County 9 sitting behind me, was 

also proud of the fact that Miss E. had her training In Japan . 

When I remarked that Miss K. was very talented, he quickly 

retorted with a smile, **Gh, sure, she's had her training In 

Japan." To have travelled over 100 miles in his car and brlr&n g 
the 

his entire family, itself indicates f£ great interest sh own by 

this issel. 

Many of those who came from the rural areas were whole 
» 

family units. On such big occasions as this xkx families cos e 

out en bloc aot only to find entertainment but to meet friand s. 

Sponsor and JACI 

JACL had agreed to assist the sponsors of Miss Kansuma in 

inviting sane of the store prominent Denver Caucasians, bot h public 

and private figures. Through soma mix-up in reporting the 

Denver Post featured Miss K. picture and a story on the recit al 
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to the effect that JACL was sponsoring the ssrles of d ancs 

recitals. An agent of the actual sponsor (reported to be an 

Isssl man) appeared In the JACL office two days ago and 

made known his indignation t  and asked that anothe? story 

appsar in the Denver Post correcting the mlstaks on the 

sponsorship. Apparently the actual sponsor was not angry  a  t 

the JACL but that he felt he had been robbed of seme honor 

which was rightfully his. 

Public Relations 

Both the Denver Post and Hooky Mountain Hews (2 biggest 

newspapers in Denver) carried pictures of and stories on 

Miss Kansuma bsfore and after the performances. The artiol es 

were definitely favorable to the Japanese. 

The sponsor also invited prominent Denverltes to the 

recitals. 

Septsmbet  ft,  1946 

A speolal recital was |tz staged by Miss Kansuma for 

50 prominent Denverltes on September«S jW at the Cathey Legion 

Fovt. iunong those pressnt were the commander of the Legi on 

Post No. 1, former governor Ralph L. Carr, Lawrence Hinkle y, 

Colorado attorney general, Brig Gen. Thomas M. Lowe, comma nding 

general of Lowry Field, and other dlgnatires. (see news arti cle) 
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Tonight, between 6:30 and 8s00 p.m., the antlra staff 

(Cullum, Sasaki» Hansan, deYoung, & Yatsushiro) visited t ha 

Cathay Legion Post and had Chinese dinner. (The staff la st aging 

a staff oonferenee in Denver at present«) 

The Boat is located on Market Street near 20th Street. 

Chinese waitresses dressed in Chinese dress waited on us.  From 

other sources X was told that one of the girls is a nisei. One 

looked like a nisei but we weren f t sure. 

Description of the establishment: ' 

The Cathay Post is situated in a  In  two-story building which 

was probably an apartment house in former years. On the fir st 

floor» the front room (whioh is rather big) is fixed up as a 

bar room, and the back room Is devoted to serving Chinese foo d. 

The second floor Is devoted strictly to gambling—poker, bla ck 

Jack, and Chinese dominoes ( wpai-kyu"). 

Bar room and Restaurant 

Most of the patrons were Caucasians when we were there, and 

i* I have been told this is the case usually. Tfte bar ten der is 

a nisei fellow who is assisted  by  a nisei girl« 

The cook and most of the waitresses are Chinese. The food 

*as fair, and the prices relatively high. 

Organization! 

The Cathay Best is a legally a veterans* organisation. T he 

founder and leader is a Chinese-jtmerlcan named £d Chin. It Is 

reported that a nisei is regarded as a co-leader and oo-found er. 

(Check will be made on this.) 

The membership Is reported to be overwhelmingly nisei 
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In an interview with Mr* Stevio, Postmaster of Denver» it 

wa© learned that M Chin has been employ©® of the Denver Poet 

Office for a number of years. The Poetmaeter vejry proudly  related 

how Chin» returning from service in the armed forces, fou nded 

the Cathay Legion Post. H6 also mentioned a Japanese  (nisei )|nata 

veteran who assisted Chin in forming the Cathay Poet. He ind icated 

with some glee how a Japanese and a Chinese in thie case worked 

together, when the countries of their ancestries were at w ar. 

Gambling; 

From personal observation and through Min Yasui and Tosh 

Ando and few others, the Cathay Post establishment is main ly a 

gambling house. 

A few nights previously 2 accompanied a young nisei to the 

second floor where gambling was in full swing. There wer e four 

octagonian tables being used with 6bout 6 to 8 people at each 

table. Two tables were devoted to playing tkm a Chinese gam e 

akin to the dominoes I wpai~kyu H)• two other tables were devoted 

to playing black Jaok. 

About of those present at that tine were xftra Japanese, 

the rest Chlmess. There were about 30 present in all. One of 
*pai-kyu w was being played 

the tables in the middle was the *big table" where/heavy bett ing 

prevailed. I stood around for about half an hour watching the 

betting in progress. xxxsHfcsx  k  m ddle aged Chiineee (alien) was 

the dealer (or represented the house against the field). A go me 

lasted not more than one minute. In each game bets ranged from 

#10. to |173. * w 
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The Japanese gambling war« mainly nisei with only a few 

188*1« The nisei Ta age range was from 25 to 5$« It is believed 

that most of the nisei gamblers are bachelors with relativ ely 

little family responsibilities« 

It is reliably reported that this gambling group at Catha y 

Boat pays  ff  healthy protection money to the police and to 

Mr* William Graf, acting chief olerk of the U.S« District Court 

in particular* Mr. Graf was one of the 50 prominent Denver 

guests attending the special dance recital of Miss Kansmaa 

staged at the Legion Post on September 2nd. 

Both Min Yasui and Tosh Ando (both attorneys) were very 

critical of the Cathay Poet stating they are doing the Japan ese 

no good and eventually will foster comounity ill-will towar d 

all the Japanese In Denver« In a discussion on remedial mea sures 

¿*Mo stated, *0h, you can't do a damn thing about that bunch." 

Impresslong: 

Although outwardly the Cathay Best seeasto be a reputable 

organization with a good purpose, there are «any bad feat ures 

operating in the establishment which, in the end, will not p rove 

at all hfclpful to the Japanese who ere attemtlng to adju st them-

selves in the new community« The bar and the ¿ambling oper ation 

will aid only in increasing ¿Its delinquency among the Japa nese 

population. 

Further study should be carried on this organization« 



NXSKI KgCBSATIQH 

P. 1 
Denver 
2 8»p 46 if 

/ 

B&eebaii game between Grdway & Denver Nisei T. Yatsushlro 

This afternoon (Sep 2nd) the staff rslaxad from the oonfere noe 

currently In  progress  9  and some of us attended the championship 

baseball game between the Ordway Niseis and the Denver Bu ssiis. 

During the past two days (Sep 1 end 2) about 15 nisei baseba ll 

teams from Colorado, Oklahoma, and Wyominĝ partlcipated i n a 

Tri-St&te Baa©ball Tournament. Ordway nisei and Denver B ussfci 

emerged as finalists and played each other for the champ ionship. 

The game ended with a 15 to 6 victory for the Qrway nisei tea m. 

(Get Japanese newspaper story on this tournament) 

The game was played at the race track grounds of the cit y Park, 

numerous other ball fields were  en?  aged for the entire tournament. 

attendance: ' \' ;Vv" 

There were about 800 people who witnessed this final game « 

They were mostly younger nisei 9 but there were a good many lssei 

present. There were a handful of Caucasians* 

In general it seemed that the crowd enjoyed the game, altho ugh 

both teams son displayed ragged form in spots. The pitchi ng was 

rather poor oh both teams. One nisei fellow stated this w as due 

to the fact these two teams had had to play four games in two 

days. 

IMny of those present were from the rural areas of Colora do, 

although the bulk was probably from Derver city. In walkin g 

through the city park*to the race tracks where the game was 

held we passed numerous Japanese groups either In cars of 

sitting on the grass, many of whom were enjojring a picnic lunch. 

There were some family groups which had come out to spend the 

day. Today being labor Day there were hundreds of other pe ople 

^Caucasians) scattered throughout the park. 
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Meeting a nied 

The ball game appealed largely to the nisei. Participant « 
was 

were exclusively young nisei. There/wre* a fair number of i ssei 

attending, but not too many. This type of recreation defin itely 

meets a nisei need* not only/the players but the Japanese sp ec-

tators. It provides an occasions when players and spectator s 
various can 

from/parts of the city, state, and other states/» co©e t ogether 

to make or renew acquaintances• It may be argued that an 

exclusively nisei baseball tournament will only tend to we ld 

the nisei, and the issei, tighter in their own group and Im pede 

the assimilation prooess. This may be trus to some extent, b ut 
the Important thing at present is that it does fulfill a need 

> in 
for xxmx wholesome recreation. Furthermore, participatin g/and 

witnessing a baseball game is much bstter in terms of ass imilation 

than not doing anything, for after ell, baseball is one  of the 

most popular shorts in America. 

Umpires 

An interesting aspect of the game was that the umpires 

(there were four of them In all) were all Caucasians. They ar e 

probably paid a fee for their services. It was not learne d why 

Caucasian umpires were used. 

Sdxalssion 

Admission was free, however, the hat was passed around for 

contributions. Two issel men m made the rounds of the grand* 

stand and laughingly persuaded the spectators to contri bute as 

much as possible. 
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Dance following; tournament 
championship 

Following the/ball game thie evening there was staged a nisei 

danoe at the Coronado Dance Hall located near 15 and Clarkso n, 

Hie danee climaxed the entire tournament and the champio n Ordw&y 

team was awarded an apirfcpriate trophy at this occasion. 

From various sources it was learned that the dance was a ver y 

successful affair with a large attendance. 
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Visit with Bill Hosakawa 

Batwesn 4 and 6 this afternoon Bill Hosakawa s copy writer 
at the Oxford Hotel, 

on the Denver Post newspaper, visited Cullum, Sasaki, and a» / 

Galium was anxious to meet Hosakswa and consequently this meeting 

was arranged in adiance. 

Cullum did most of the talking on various problems of the 

Japanese in U.S. and his experience in the relocation progra m. 

Bill was rather reticent and spoke very little. Ssgafci lef t 

for Los Angeles about 5 p.m. and 1 stepped out for a while to 

bid him goodbye. 

Pea Moines 

Bill stated he thought there were about 250 Japanese in 

Des Moines when he left there about two months ago. He sta ted 

they were all doing very well in Des Moines. 

JliCib 

Jt-rob&bly the most significant statement he made was thi s: 
HI would very strongly oppose the formation of a JACL chapte r 

in Be8 Moines." His reasoning is that where there is a reletiv elyA îf 

Japanese population in one area and where they are bavin? lit tle 
Caucasian 

difficulty in adjusting in the/community a formation of a 

nisei or issei organization will stxfcjt tend only to creat e un-

necessary problems by making the Japanese populace promine nt community 

and possibly arouse unnecessary/antagonism toward the Jap anese. 

Assimilation 
From various remarks made by Bill at this meeting ana at 
t 

another meeting and through his writings in the Pacific Citizen 

Bill's philosophy with respect to assimilation is In genera l 

this: the sooner the nisei lose their identity as Japanese fe  as 

enver )t  i  i 
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uslne English exclusively in dally conversations and mixin g 

freely with Caucasians (groups and individuals),etc. f  the better 

will the future of the nisei be. Although he himself is a st rong 

member and supporter of the JACL f  it is my impression that he 

would prsfer to shy away from participating in exclusively 

Japanese activities and organizations* 

(It is recalled that Bill was an out and out supporter of the 

fundamental WKA policy of getting the evacuees out of the re location 

canters on the basis that prolonging their detention^ in c enters 

would only prolong their reabaorption into the American c ommunity 

and we&m result in greater difficulty in resettling on the " outside".) 

General 

Bill is not very well acquainted with the Denver Japanese 

population and therefore will not be too useful in this res pect. 

However» because of his analytical mind and his ability to 

express himself on various subjects hs would be a very useful 

person to confer with on various phases of the study. 
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A meeting was arranged with Gordon Connelly, acting directo r 

of t e National Opinion Research Center at the IT* of Denver an d 

strong Ifitt Fellowship of Heconoillatlon member ipacif ist group). 

Bob Cullam was anxious to meet him and as I knew Cordon as  an 

old friend 1 arranged for the meeting tonight, between 8 a nd 10. 

attitude of the larger community toward Japanese 

Gordon thought that In general the larger community was 

indifferent toward the Japanese population In Denver. He related 

that the FOB organization of which he is a member is actively 

trying to oombat race prejudice and discrimination. He sta ted 

the  JACL  had recently informed him that a George Yamaguchl and 

family had purchased a house and lot for about f17,000 in a 

solid white district and that they were being threatened by 

the real estate agent and the white residents of the district 

from moving into this property  fcMxfearatj&Ini  the family bought. 

Upon hearing this he personally made a house to house/on all 

the 30 or so white families whose names appeared on a letter 

written by  timmx  Hobart OlBrlen, real estate agent, which bluntly 

ad\lsed the Yamaguchi family not to move into the house. Hi s 

mission, he explained, was to try and find out exactly whe t the 

attitude of each family was and to try to persuade those w ho 

were definitely prejudiced to change their views. He repo rted 

In many case either the husband or the wife was not opposed to 

the Japanese family moving in. In about a third of the o ases 

the white families were anxious to get their names off t he 

petition, explaining that they were misinformed. Another  third 

he felt softerHtheir attitude or were generally Iddifffcr ent. 

call 



IV 2 
Denver 

Relatione with Larger Community  3 Sep 46 
Meeting with Gordon Connelly T. Yatsushiro 

It &x was assumed that abobt a third were definitely against the 

Japanese moving in® He thought that if the ease was put to eou rt 

test, Robert O'Brien, real estate agent, would not be too a nxious 

to push the ease against the Japanese family. 

There was a general discussion on what tactics would be 

best in combatti g such discrimination* whether formal o r informal 

action should be adopted. Belonging to a pacifist organisat ion» 

whose basic policy is non-violence or passive resistance, Gordon 

thought the informal person-to-person technique should be used 

before procedlng with a eourt case. He was not against resor ting 

to the court if there is a need and especially If it involved a 

basic principle. 

feiter-raclal Community 

Gordon Informed that the FOE *x has for the past six months 
the of 

been contemplating purchasing/a complete city block in wh ich 

people of various races, as whites, Negroes, Spanish-Ame ricons, 

and Japanese-Americans, can live and work together. The ma in 

purpose of this project is to combat the restrictive coven ant̂  

on real estate which is widely prevalent in Denver city. T he plan 

is to set this particular intsr-raclal community as an exa mple 

to the city people,/ hoping thereby that the idea will becom e 

Infectious and gradually tent to eliminate all  form of restrictive 
in the city. The FOB group is very 

covenant on real estate 

serious about this project and have had many meetings discus sing 

all phases of the problem. 
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Ignorance of American .Public regarding Japanese In U.S. 
recently 

Gordon informed that in a poll taken/by the NQKC it was 

discovered that most of the American people still fê l thst 

the Japanese-Americans acted as spies for Japan and commi tted 

sabotage during the war. He pointed out that the public is no t 

only ignorant but &any misinformed and some just prejudiced . 

(3he Denver Post had an editorial on this In the August 25t h 

issue and the Bocky Mt. &ews carried a story on the game day. 

Pacific Citizen carried a long story on It also on about t he 

same date) 

General Comments 

Cullum suggested to me that possibly the HOBC might cooper ate 

to the extent of conducting a brief poll on the attitude of 

the American public toward the Japanese now in U.S. It is 

doubtful that the KORG will conduct any sort of poll free of 

charge. Being a non-profit organization it charges 

a fee i n on a cost basis. However, Gordon will be contac ted 

again to inquire into this possibility. 
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£ ## 

Bob Cullum and I paid a very brief visit to the Hocky 

Shimpo and met the editor Mr. Takeuchi« Rocky Shimpo is loca ted 

at 1941 Larimer Street, telephone KB 0883® 

Bob was interested mainly in paying a courtesy call on the 

editor and therefore very little was gained in this visit.  tmtkxx 

A future visit will be made on Mr. Takeuchi. Few facts about t he 

paper can be reported at present« 

The Rocky Shimpo is a four-page bl-lingual daily paper« 

The English section covers only half a page and therefore ver y 

skimpy in news« 

There has been considerable turnover in personnel during 

and after the war« The present editor has been on the Job  for 

the past four months only. He was in Topaz relocation csnter 

formerly« For about two years during the war Roy Takeno, 

presently on the Denver Post staff as a reporter, was th e English 

editor. He was succeeded by Katherice Kawamura for worke d for 

several months and Just recently resigned« 

Mr. Takeuchi was vejry friendly and asked Bob some questi ons 

concerning other cities in which Japanese have resettled . 
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Bob Cullum and I made a brief visit to the Colorado Tiines 

and met the editor, Mr. Kaihara. This was merely a courtes y call 

and therefore no effort was- made to interview the editor in any 

intensive way. The Times is located at 2017 Lawrence Street; • 

telephone Tabor 6690. 

Mr. Kaihara is believed to be an issoi of about 50 >ears 

of age. He speaks English very fluently. He appears very int el-

ligent and is quite outspoken. Re has been the editor of th e 

C. Tines for many years, and it is believed he is one of the 

old timers of Denver and Colorado. He indie«ted he knew the 

history of Denver and the state quite well, especially th at 

pertai ing to the Japanese population. Further interview w ill 

be arranged with him, as he appears to be a very good source o f 

infoxra&tlon. 

It is believed that Mr. K. was interned for a period during 

the war. . \ 
Denver Japanese population 

Mr. K. stated that the Japanese population in Denver is fa stly 

dwindling and predicted that eventually there will be hard ly any 

left in Denver. I believe he said that the population wil l dwindle 

to a mere 200 or so. (Have Bob Cullum check on this prediction .) 

Japanese in Rural Colorado 

Mr. K. confirmed the fact that ttesn considerable  guaber 

of Japanese now farming in the rural areas of Colorado. He 

mentioned the Arkansas Valley region and other areas kno wn to 

the study where they are located, he stated some of the Japa nese 

farmer« were doing very good, like Mr. Minami, but that many w ere 

experiencing some difficulty especially with respeot to t he severe 
winter. 
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He reiterated the remark made by others that Japanese ev cu ee 

farmers were very dissatisfied with Colorado vs severe climatic 

conditions and that many felt California ra climate which permitted 

all year farming was definitely superior. He thought many of the 

farmers will paok up and return to California . 

Colorado Timea 

The Colorado Times is a four-page bilingual daily newspap er. 

The English section covers only half a page* It is believe d 

that the paper was founded many years ago. Formerly the pa p er ̂ 

appeared only 2 or 3 times a week. The plant itself appears t o 

be much bigger than the Rocky 3hlmpo Ts. 
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Through the cooperation of Dr. Tfckashi Mayeda, JACL (Be nver) 

president, dentist and a Buddhist church aember, and his cousin 

Frank ¿lira oka, also a strong Buddhist member, arrangemen ts were 

made for Bob Cullum and me to meet with the issel end nisei B uddhist 

ministers of Denver. The meeting was held between 3 and 4 in t e 

afternoon. Frank Hiraoka drove us from the hotel to the Budd hist 

temple, which Is located at 1942 Markèt Street, XX telep hone 

KB 9009. 

Buddhist temple 

The temple is located in a very poor section of town in b etween 

bif warehouses and factories of all kinds. The building is ra ther 
« ' 

old and the Iftfeide is rather simply furnished. The main meeting 

room Is long and narrow and contains folding chairs. The only 

attractive thing in the otherwise drab room is the alter sect ion 

located in the front of the room. It Is believed that the B uddhist 

have used this building for many many years. 
Buddhist Priests 

Kev. Tamal is the lesel priest. He appears to be young, but 

Frank informed us that he has a son who has finished college, t here-

fore it is  wmX guessed that he is about or more. He has a very 

pleasing appearance, is rather short, and speaks hardly any English. 

Throughout the interview which was conducted in English he didn't 

say a word and in fact dozed off a number of times. 

Rev. Tsunoda is the nisei priest. He informed he was former ly 

in Poston III relocation oenter. He appears to be about clos e to 

30 years of age. He is slightly taller than the average n issl, 

has a very oheerful disposition, and is quite outspoken. 
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Kev. Tsunoda appears to be very intelligent and speaks Eng lish 

fluently. The entire interview was carried on in IDagl ish between 

him and Bob Cullum. 

Role of the Issel 

Bev. Tsunoda in a general discussion about the present ro le 
la  ughingly 

of the issel in community activities/stated: "The issel sti ll 

have control of the pooket book and so the Japanese commu nity 

still has to rely on them for financial backing,* 

Relationship of Buddhist Churches in U.S.  mast  to Japan 

Rev, Tsunoda explained that the Buddhist Churches In U.S. 

are formally all under the jurisdiction of the Buddhist C hurch 

in Japan« There are 5 high priests in Japan who comprise t he 

ruling board, A Buddhist Pishop, now in San Francisco» is th e 

highest Buddhist official In the U.S. 

Fre-evacuatlon fear among Buddhists 

During the period after the outbreak of war between Japan 

and U.S. (Dec. 7» 1941) and before the actual evacuation (aro und 

April-BJay, 1942), Rev. Tsunoda frankly related how the Bud dhist 

members were cajoled by some Christian leaders (issel and nisei) 

to abandon their faith and becoae Christians on the threat th at 

all Buddhist members were going to be interned by the U.S. G ov't. 

Rev. T. spoke very critically  of,  this action on the part of the 
in mind 

Christian leaders. He probably had/one particular issel C hristian 

minister in San Diego where he had lived formerly, but he did not 

go as far as mentioning his name. He went on to explain that the 

relocation oenter life  kWKkm permitted them to carry on their 

religious faith and activities without fear or intimid ation. 
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phurch services 

Hev* Tsunoda informed that there is one Church se vice a mo nth 

for the issei group. This is to permit Rev. Tamai, issei pries t, 

to visit the rural areas of Colorado and to conduct seivices 

throughout these areas. It was not learned how often the ni sei 

group met, but it is believed it is more oftan than onoe a m onth* 

it is believed that the services for the nisei group are co nducted 

in English with ¿iev. Tsunoda, nisei priest, conducting. 

General comment 

The main purpose of this meeting was to have the Buddhist 

priest (head) in Denver write a letter of introduction for B ob 

Cullurn to the Buddhist Bishop in Ban Francisco, as Bob was 
coming 

scheduled to visit San Francisco during the/xmcfc week. Ho t 

very much was learned about the Denver Buddhist Church. Much 

of the discussion was random in nature and touched on the ori gin 

of Buddhism and Buddhist beliefs. 
% « 

Bev. Tsunoda will be interviewed further cone© nlng his 

church. 
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I accompanied Bob Cullum on a call on VaughaMechau, who le 

presently with the Interior Dept f s Bureau of Reclamation* His 

office is located at: £35 Continental Oil Bldgs, 17th and 01 © nam; 

his home address: 1337 14th Avenue, Apt* #3* 

Mechau (who is called "Bobble" by hie friends) was formerly 

the reports officer at Heart Mountain relocation center (Wy oming)* 

He knows Bill Hosakawa very well, as the latter̂  wae the id ltor 

tax of the Heart Mt. Sentinal (newspaper) for some time* 

|>ttltude of larger community toward the Japanese 

Mechau thought that the attitude of the Caucasians toward 

the Japanese in Denver was one of indifference* He expres sed 

Jubilation over the change in policy of the Denver Post, fro m one 

of bitter opposition to the Japanese in  U,3* uatx  to one of 

a sympathetic attitude* 

General 

Bob suggested that Mechau be consulted when necessary in 

the course of the study here in  tm.  Denver*• 
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i f 

On Bob Culluxa*« request Min Yasui, JACL representative, 
Denver 

arranged for a meeting of some/xint Japanese leaders. Z t was 

held at the Yokoe residence at 2714 1« 12th Avenue, phone EA  6987« 

Those present I remember were: Mr* and Mrs* Card Yokoe , Mia 

Yasui, True Siibata (of Hew York), Bill Ilosakawa, Clem Oy ama, 

Mrs. Miura, Yoshiko Ariki, a couple, a married nisei woman, 

and Bob Culium. The meeting lasted from 8:30 to 10:90 p.m. 
/ 

i i i i n i i ^ m k s m a l Refreshments were served afterwards. 

In general the discussion was very lively touching upon a wid e 

range of subjects regarding the Japanese in the U.S. Bob at tempted 

to steer the discussion along the subject of assimilation. 

Only the pertinent phases of the discussion will be recorded . 

It should be added that all those presant, with the excepti on 

of one middle aged issei who can pass as a nisei,  »KXS can be 

classed as intellectual nisei. Most of the Quotes are para phrases. 

Culium: "Mike Masaoka told me that the  a la  of the JACt 
was out to work itself out of a job in five years.* 

Yasui: "He's crazy. JACt can't do its job in five years 
time. It sipltit will take much longer than that." 

Employment and Business prospects 

Yasui: £&axjbigg**£xjaca)ftax 
"Most of the Japanese in Denver are dependent on the 
Japanese community in the way of trade, one way or 

* another, for their livelihood. You take m for 
example, lay business (law) is with the Japanese 
people. If it weren't for the Japanese 1 wouldn't 
have any buslnasp. Therefore, if the Japanese 
move out of Denver and go to the West Coast, I probably 
will follow them. The Japanese can't help but live 
together in a tight  mmmxx e eonomio  community because 
of rigid restrictions laid down by the city and real 
estate. It's practically impossible to crash into 
the better district of the city. 
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Nisei woman: "But there soma nisei who have established 
businesses in the better business district of the city. 
Take loshiko Arlkl who has her beauty shop,» * 
(she enumerated a number of nisei who have been sue* 
•aesful)*" 

luxi^xxXIxtxIkixixka 
Mrs* Mlurai "Before the war we used to operate a Japanese 

hardware store, we never had any trouble, we sold 
out just before the war started. I'm sure glad we 
did as we would have had to go out of business anyway 
as we wouldn't ha\e been able to get Japanese goods«" 

Yasul: "But aotually there have been only a few oases of 
nisei establishing businesses in the white business 
district." 

Hosakawa: "Isn't that what the nisei ought to do?" 

Yasul: "Bat you  j4s t  can't do that, Bill. *rhey won't let 
you enter the white district." 

a 
Oyama: " AS long as you have/Japanese community you're goinp 

to have Japanese businesses catering to Japanese* 
Especially Japanese food stores* ihe lssel and 
many of the nisei Just can't live without eating 
Japanese food* Many of us are going to continue 
eating rice, tsukemono (pickled vegetables), and 
ooha-zuke (rice and tea mixture which Is eaten 
toward the end of a meal). 
For instance, the only reason I went into a strictly 
Japanese business retailing Japanese food products 
is that 2 feel that there is and will be tawritx a 
demand for Japanese food. I could have gone into 
some other line of business catering to hakujins." 

Pacific Northwest and California Nisei 

Cullum: "I've been told that the ffeclflc Northwest nisei ar e 
much more advance in the process of assimilation than 
the California nisei. I wonder how true that is." 

Yasul: (who comes from Portlant, Oregon) "1 think Bill 
Hosakawa (who hails from Pacific Northwest) will 
suj  port me when I say that It Is true that the 
Pacific Northwest nisei are more assimilated than 
the pallfornians. Los Angeles, especially, attracted 
many of those who anal were failures, economically 
or othe wise, in the Pacific Northwest or other 
coastal areas." 

Denver nisei woman: "Even here in Denver before the war 
Los Angeles was looked upon as a place to go. Many 
who failed hexe went there«" 
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Assimilation 

The group felt that it will be the third, fourth, or fifth 

generation before the Japanese in 0.S* will be completel y assimi-

lated into the American society* 

Whan X raised the point that assimilation was largely an 

individual matter, Oyama retorted that economic and so cial forces 

in the community were more important considerations* 

tlias Arikl related that the nisei girls in the YWCA group 

wave very reluctant to join and mix with Caucasian^ club s* She 

stated they preferred to cling together in their own group* 

<3eaeral Comment  ; •  ' ; '7*;.'-

Clam Ojrpma and Min Yasui were the most outspoken members 

in the group* The impression gathered is that they don vt see 

anything particular bad in having a Japanese community as there 

is going to be one wherever Japanese have resettled*in any 

large numbers* 

In general the meeting was a successful affair. 

Bob Galium ought to write his recollections and impressio ns 

of the meeting* 

o 
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'Today between 12 and 1 p.®. a luncheon was arranged with 

Dr. Mayeda, dentist, Buddhist leader, and Denver JACL pre sident. 

J&isxjBssJcsd*?:  Min Yasul, Mlts K&nefeo, and John deYoung also joined 

the luncheon. Due to various factors little effort was mo d* to 

carry on any intensive interview with Dr. Nayeda• 

gfrfcashl 
Dr./MayeSa 

Dr. Mayeda is an ol$ time resident of Denver and Colorado. 

He is a nisei of about 32 years of age. He is a popular denti st 

and has his office in a fairly nice district. Address:  301 

Interstate Trust Bldg., 1130 16th St.; phone TA 6961. 

AS he is a strong Buddhist I asked hla about the Buddhist 

group. He replied, "I don't know much about the Buddhist 

group saw since I was elected president of the JACL a few 

months ago. I've been too busy working with JACL. n 

He has a very pleasant appearance and Is very friendly. 

He is one of the popular nisei leaders In Denver. His paren ts 

and family live txxac nearby Denver and operates a farm. He 

s ta ted 

his family is doing all right, but didn't know too much 

about farm conditions in general. 

Mlts Kanefco 

It is believed that he now goes by the name of George Hi ts 

KaneKo. (Address: 1669 Erie St.; phone GL 1618) Mlts was f ormerly 

in Poaton where I knew him as head of the housing unit. He related 

he left Poston in early 1943 to work in the sugar beat field and 

that upon completion of his harvesting work he oame directl y to 

Denver where he has been slnoe. Mlts is now ii an insurance sa lew-

man and an accountant, looking after the books of various f irms. 
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General oorruaent 

The luncheon was stag d at the Manohu Grill on Larimer street 

(1996). When Dr. and Mits learned I had gone to Japcm after t he 

war they pumped with all kinds of questions, and I had diffi culty 

dodging them and turning the conversation to the Japanese I n 

Denver. Further contacts will be made with Dr. Mayeda and 

Mits Kanefco. 
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M o r i t - i a g o  enjoying a dish of loe cream at the 

located at  2001 Larimer Street 7 made the ac-

quaintance  'of  a young nisei who was sitting next to me at the 

counter* From all appearance he Impressed me as a "happy-go -lucky" 

individual with very little worries and responsibilities * He 

looked to be about 26 years of age. At present he is living itth 

his mother here in Denver. He lost his father some time ago. 

His brothers and sisters are either married or living el sewhere. 

Employment 

At present he Is working as a cook at the Denham  mxt  restaurant 

He went into a long story about the good Job he held in Detroi t 

after he left the oamp and before he was Inducted into the army. 

He slat proudly stated he was a mechanical engineer and towar d the 
N 

end  he.  was put in charge of a unit. He claimed he was paid over 

$£00 a month. He admitted he had no/ college degree or schoo l 
the 

training in/mechanical field, but that he had done some w ork 

along the line.  MM He worked here for about a 1 year until 

1944 hen he was idducted into the army and served with the 442. 

He xxxx was In service for about 2 years until a few months a go 

when he mn discharged. When asked why he dldn f t reenter the 

mechanical field instead of working as a cook, he shrugge d his 

shoulders and indicated xx indifference. 

Drfflnkinft & gambling habits 

He freely related to me how he drank and gambled heavily 

throughout his servloe experience. He admltte that he lost 

about |150 a few nights previously at the Cathay Legion Pos t 

in gambling. He seemed to express pride in the knowledge that 
he has been able to spend money excessively inthe past. 
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Cathay Legion Post 

He invited me to visit the Cathay Legion foat with him.. 

AS this was a good opportunity to obse ve the gambling oper ation 

1 tagged ̂ long. We first visited the bar on the first floor. 

He ordered drinks (beer) and we had a couple of rounds and 1 

had to call it %mtx quits, Ihere were 5 or 6 oaucasians arou nd 

the bar and two other nisei. One of the two nisei was pretty 
to a caucasian soldier 

far gone and was speaking incoherently/and In a ridiculous 

fashion. This same nisei claimed he was from Hawaii, He open ed 

his coat and showed us a flask of whiskey protruding from the 

inside coat pocket. He called the whiskey his  n girl frisnd n and 

that he was going to sleep with her. 

In time we left the bar and went up stairs where the i 
nightly gambling takes place. At the top of the stairway o n 

the second floor were two nisei fellows who were presume d to 

be guards who tipped of the gamblers in the gambling room 

in case of aocxadk&x an  la;  ending raid. 

We entered the gambling room after walking through a long 

hall way. There were about JO people, 95% of whom were nisei an d 

issei. The others were Chinese. (A description of the gambl ing 
i 

operation is given in another report.) 



COMMUNITY MELODI CHUROH 
Iattrriiv witb atr» K» 3 m k i 

Aa lutarvi«* va* arranged wlth Rev. K. 3a«aki» paetor of t he Community 
Colorado 

Methodiat Churoh« fhi« ohurob «a« fornerly callod the/ japanaae Methodiat 

Churoh» but durlag th« wor thl« «a« ohanged to tho prooont nano* The ohange 

va« a voluntary o m tho part of th« ohuroh  raemberehip»  vho probably 

flit It «ould bo vieer la tara« of eowmmìty rtltUoaiblp« Th« intervie* 

«a« held/'ìn th« afternooa, betw«en 4 and 6» at Rev.S 'e homo looaied at 25» 

HlJ/OaUforaia Street» phone m g p TA 

H«Vt Saaaki 1« an ieeei of about $2 yeare of ago* H« ha« a g ood d«al 

of hi« educatici* ber« la America, H« apakke very good Sog li ah» although 

tb«r« 1« an accentrami H« 1«  raarrled  to « atockton ni sei girl and they 
I ' 

bava a two year old eoa* Hev* $* appeara rather intellige nt» and frow 

oth«r« it 1« reported  fcaxfeass  he ha« been etudying for hi« dootore degree. 

The Ohuroh 

The ohuroh 1« located at 25*5 California Street» phone,  MA,  5719. 

H«v. Saaaki 1« tho pa«tor al for th« £ngll«h-«p«aklng ste t&berahip» whieh 1« 

largo ly nieai. H«v* lìemura i« th« pastor for th« Jtaaa k Japana ea-ep calci ng 

aeabar«hip whieh le exolueively ìaeei* 

Rev» U«aura ha» bean th« paetor of this ohuroh for nany y eara. 

Rev. 3a«aki va« appointed paetor for the ni««i in Vuguet 194$» therefore 

h« ha« b««n wlth thie ohuroh  for  oaly about a year» 

Churoh eervi«« for the nle«l 1« oonduot«d a very Suaday ao rning fro» 

11 $15  to lfil2* Churoh eervioe for the i««4i 1« eonducted  every Sundfty 
* 

altemataly at t«n la th« aorning and tvo-thirty ia tho af temoon. Th« 

aft«rnooa eervioe 1« aainly to aeeoaaodate ieeei aeaber« froa the rural 

areaexta 

ifenver ^ 
17 sop 46 

T*Tfct«a«hlro 
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Interview with Rev.K. Sasaki T* Yatsushiro 

Nissi Membership" 

Rev. 9» stated that there were about 100 nleel ruembere i r# his chureh. 

He stated ths average attendance is about 100« The reaeon f or this apparently 

100* attendance le that many nisei who attaikdi his eervlc e areji net offialal 

meabere. Many of the® still hold member ehip With some Ca lifornia church 

and bars dons very little to hare their memberehip trans ferred* He etated 

he eessrfpf new faces praetloally every Sunday* 

Mjssl Dislike of assponelblllty 

Ssv.S. sooplainsd that one his grsatsst problsms is tr ying to gstthe 

nieei in his church to accept responsibility« He stated x 

"The nisei just won't asospt reepone!billties, as assu ming 
shurch office or eupervleing church activities. Miee Brauer 
of the TtfK&t who has ehagge of *k nleel dance activities « 
told as ths eame thing the other day. 1 

Psychological Maladjustment 

"One of the main reaeon for nieei dislike of reeponsibllit is 
is thatjf ths nieei is psychologically unsettled. Th ey are not 
osrtain they want to stay in Denver permanently. }%ny of the a 
are still hoping that soma day, soon, they can return to 
California.* 

Return to California 

"Practically every wssk, in fast every day* people are taring 
Denver for Caifornia. J ust last week we staged a farewell 
social for three Japanese families leaving for Californi a.* 

"Many farise re are leaving Colorado for California. The  aain 
reaeon le that Colorado  'e  eevere winter permit« thea to fans 
only one crop during the year, and if tkap this srop falls 
thsy loss everything for the year. Several weeks ago ths 
Brighton» Qreeley, Ft.Lupton area experienced a hail st ora 
and Japanese farmers there lost everything. 

"Tou eee in California the weather le not a problem. They can 
farm praetloally ysar round and ths risk is not ss great.* 
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interview with Bev* 1 K» Saeekl Teteuehiro 

,Ti8taiw Residential Dlatrlet 

Many Japaneee  ftuailiee  have bought homes and art living ia the diatrlat 

lev* S* la» Thia diatrlat ia roughly fro« 2̂ rd etreet on th a southwst 

and 29th at« on the northeast, and WeIton atraat on th a southeast and 

Larlasr 3t* on tha northwest* He stated «oat of tha home s, however, are 

on Ghaopa and Curtis streets in thia diatrlat* Hev» S . etated «hat othara 

have alao atatad th4t Japansas have had to buy betached h ones in order to 

be able to live la them* 

ftsv» S* atatad that thia diatrlat 1« largely a 3*anieh-Ame rican diatrlat* 

3oM Negroes live in it, but the naln ftegro residential diatrlat ia Juat 

northeast of tee Japaneee diatrlat. ftst*  S*  stated that nany of the Negroes 

have very alee hone a* 

Jaaaneee and other minority groups 

Hev* 3* bplleved that the relfclonshlp between the Japan ese and the 

Negroee have been very fine. Mre* S* thought that the Neg roee in Denver 

were eeononlaally better off than the Japaneee* She re l**ed nesting a 

very fine looking Negro woman at a l̂ onwn 1« Club meeting this afternoon» 

and atatad this woaan waa worth nillions* 

rtev* and Mrs* 3*both agreed that the relationehip between the J epaneee 

and Spafcteh-Anerieane (ttsxleane} were not too good* Hev» $• thought thle 

waa dus to the fast that the inooning Japanese evaeueee h ave eo well eetabliehed 

theneelvee economically and have far excelled the Span leh group, that the 

latter group resented thia* Hsv* 3* implied that the Spen ieh were poor 

eeononloally* He alao atatad thattf that the Spaniehheve been dieeriwinated 

against hare in Dearer and Colorado for «any «any yeare, an d thle nay account 

for their dislike of the Japaneee* Hev* 3» further etated that the Spenieh 

votera voted for the state alien discrimination bill on land ownerehlp, whieh 

bill *ftas*ie waa put to a referenda In 19*4 and whieh ep eelfleally dieerintnated 
againet Japanese aliens* (The bill waa defeated*) 
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OomrniTT  MBTHOL ,1 CHURCH *7 Sep ^ 
Interview with He v. K, Sasaki T. Yateuehiro 

Minority groups (oontlawed) 

Rev.3* reported that 4a an put apartment houee nearby th Cfcr how 

Japetwee families are living with Negro and white famili es, and that they 

were getting along very nicely* 

later-racial housing project 

Mhfr̂ * On ay way hone tarn  1  ran Into e housing project, whleh appeared 

to be very nice, and I notice Japanese children flaying with  Negro and 

white children« further check on thie housing project̂  will be aada. 

Employment 

When asked about the kind of work Japanese are doing i n Denver, Kev. 

3* stated they were la all kinds of ample merit. He was u nable to go into 

any detail about agy aspect of the employment situation* 

Since he operaSed as a vlelfetng pastor in the San Luis Va lley region 

he was able to report that many leeel and nisei were worki ng in a steel 

mill In that region« 

Farmers 

During the euoner months the farmsre are very busy» working  from early 

till late in the day, but during the winter monthe they ha ve nothing to do 

ae forming Is lmpeeslbls. Many of the nisei farmers cone int o Denver and 

find rap Jobs here during the winter* Many of the leeel farmer © remain 

on their farme and do nothing in thejf way of income-produci ng work. Rsv. 8» 

stated they visit each other, play cards» and gamble. 

Rural Areaa of Concentration 

Rev. 3. Informed that theee three major rural areae of concentration 

In which Japanese are found. He wae unable to fumleh any etat letiee. When 

asked If he thought there were about 2000 Japanese In the rural areas of 

Colorado, he thought it was a good guess. 
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Intervie* wlth Hev» K. Saeaki T. Tateuehiro 

. 

aurei Ar«ee of Cono« at rat ion (continued) 

One 1« the Brighton» Greeiey, F%«Uipton area, uhieh le l ocated juetjÌ north 

of Denver* the eecond le the Arkaneae  titver  Valley crea looated in the 

eoutheaetern pett of Colorado, and includee Pueblo, Roe ky Ford, La Junta, Qrdway, 

Lac Aftlnae, Laaar, Oranada, etc* fbe third le the San Lui « Vaìley reglon 

ehi eh le looated near th« aiddleof the eouthern besttkex bo rder of Colorado» 

and/ include» Alaxacea,aa San \ cacio, etc* 

(Theee area« of eoneentratioa will be ehecked wlth other inforaed 

Japana«e)*a 

Rev*  3*  e tate d that (Brand Junetlon city ragion had a nuab«r of Ja paneee 

but wae net too laportant* 

(foderai <?oiaB>ent 

Conci derable tiaw wae ppent in getting beale data on the ru ral regione 

of Colorado, in order to prepare ayeelf for a vielt In the ee areae cererai 

weekc from now. Naoee and addre««« of p«opl« who will b« aoet helpful to 

m in the ruràl arac were given »e by Hev* 8* 

v 4 vielt will be tsctd« to Bev* 3» ehuroh cervice at an «arl y date* 



JACL 
Conversation with Mia Yaeui 

P *% 
Denver 
17 Sep 46 
7* Tat «libi ra 

X had lunch with Min Yaeui» JACL regional rtpriHntatlv«» today* 

Ha complained about the leek of int er« et among membere of t he Denver JACL* 

He ehowed m a Üet of MUH« of PEOPLE who have indicated they ar e definitely 

attending the forthcoming JACL  mesüutg dinner-mestlng* This meeting ia 

to be held On September 20» the dinner at the "Manchu Gri ll" and the 

Meeting at the TWO*» xttfcaxatataix The liet contained on ly about Ô names 

and half of these were ceuceeiaV gueets* Min atated« 

"Our greatest problem ie trying to intere et our nieei me mbers in 
attending our réguler monthly  mating* •  god» we have to throw 
in a movie on top of having State Senator Brooke and anoth er 
prominent Denverite eppeer in a forum dlecueelon* Then we have 
a soeial danee hour after the meeting and movie* We have to put 
on a big ehow in order to attract the nieei membere* I gue ss we. 
have to eall up all the mtoebere and try to pareu&de them to c ome* 
X wleh the nieei have more tetas eCtlve interest in their 
organisation* * 

Min appeared rather dieeouraged afeaa* and diegusted abo ut the lack 

of Interest ehowlyf in J AOL by the nieei memuere* When  asked about the 

atteniamo at regular meetlnge ff  Min atated about 20 to 60» eometimee more 

and eometimee less* Be seta  stated 1  *At one mseting we had only àxafcxfe 

4 or 5  membere attending"  wit!;:  a very despairing look on hie fece* 

Just before tur luncheon conversation Hin ehowed ms a short 

sdmeogra|>Md questionnaire which le going to be used to queetlon a number 

of nisei in the eity with reapeet to their attitude towa rd J AOL« M m 

stated iba about five nieei» msmbere of JACL* have volu nteered their 

eervieee In interviewing a number of nieei in the city* Th e survey «ill 
random 

be a crude/poll with very little attempt to eonduet it on a/ scientific 

basis* The ultimate objective of this survey Is to Im prove the JACL 

so it will appeal to more of the nisei* 



f AOL 

Conversation with Min Yaeul 

Icocl Deportation 

Min ©poke very disparagingly of the  leecl'e  attitude  tana  and behavior 

with regard to the ths padding deportation of isasl fromU .S* to Japan* 

Hs rslateds 

•This morning an sldsrly lasei oaas In to discuss ths deport ation 
situation* He ««anted J AOL to help the lasei in fightin g thslr 
deportation* When I asked Hi» ae an individual if he had  done 
anything about it, he eaid 'Noi How la hell can we help the l esei 
When they themselves have done so little  aartx  to fight the 
deportation*  Sfcaaae  Theee damn lassl ere so damn indifferent* 
Now when the* are really In a jam they want  J  AOL help* ^ god* 

•Will 1 told this leael that if hs really wanted JACL'® hel p he 
go back to hie community and raiee eome money from the ot her 
isasl* Me got to have money to fight a oaee like thle* tx fca* 
this isasl stated he will go back to hie community and do wh at 
I told him, but I bet he won't do anything** 

JAOL leaders 

While talking about nisei lack of interest in JAOL, 1 led  Min to 

dlecuee JAOL's stand on the svaouation* He relatedi 

"Evacuation wae inevitable, and whatever J AOL may have done would 
not have prevented evacuation at that time* How Mike (¿ta saoka) and 

. ths other JACL leader» took the ataadxthat position of ecoperatlr« 
with the government* I fought that pocition, you know* I w ould 
have accepted that poeitlon, providing thax&as certain  conditions 
were met by the govcrment» especially those pertaining t o civil ~ 
liberties. 1 had ablg fight with the JAGL kaxft leaders in Portlani 
as they tried to make me change my vlewe* •••••• 

•He* there were come/ thinge that certain  J AOL  leaders did which 
weren't exactly on the level* There ie one leader who tol d the 
farmers in his district they should continue fgxmfcag pla nting and 
farming» because if they didn't the country would think they were 
disloyal. v/eU the farmers did that and just when they w ere about 
to harvest their crops they hid to evacuate and loee everyt hing* 
Sklixpntttiii The woret thing about thle wae that thie pa rticular 
¿AOL leader wae given epecial eonslds rat lorn and volunta rily evacuated 
the place before the othes. !iew # Z can eee *hy a man like that la 
hated by eome people*• 

P.,  a 
Denver 
17  Sep 46 
T# Yateuehlro 
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Conversation with Hin Taeui 

Dintrvr 
17 Sep 46 
?# Tateuehlro 

Percnal go tee a Mia 

Mia epoke very bitterly about the attempt of the Minidoka ca rap 

poliee (evacuee preeuaably) to aeke him teetifyabout th e evacuation* 

He relatedi 

"tfcoac damn young hi tehee wanted to force ae to teetify. Now 
1 wouldn't have mind^ if there wae a government order ord ering 
ae to teetify* Then I would have tectifled* But there wa sn't 
anything official about forcing ae to teetify* I told the » 
(the piUti evacuee police) off» th*they couldn't aake ae 
teetify* Thoee cone of bltehee* They* were Juet young kida , 
you know»" 

Kin ie very eencitivc about civil righte and privilege« and any 

attempt to treepaee upon then gete hia boiling mad* Thie i e illuetrated 

by hie refueal to obey the curfew regulation in Fort la nd, Juet before 

evacuation took piece* 



Mmm 
tppgSi mumm^. , 17 sop 46 ^ 
Conversation with a young Hissi (Paul Uplift) iateuehir e 

Tonight while having supper at the m m b u Grill 1 struck up a conver-

sation with a young nleel/ who tat bo «id« at« He 1« proba bly about 25 

year« of ag«* He inforwod his parent« loft for Japan Ju et before tho 

war/ and he'e not our« how th«y ax* doing now. They llvdd l a Kupamoto 

ken* Ho stated he add hio family lived in Loo Angolee befor e the war 

for a number of yeare» Before this hio fasdly lived in Co lorado. . 

Ho stated he le working at the L unoh Produce In the Denargo Market. 

A«ked about how wagee wore there, he stated "They 1 re very cheap8 
an hour 

When asked wht the average wage woo he stated, *0b, abou t $6 oento/plus 

time and a half." He stated he worked from 10 to 14 hours pe r day. 

"If you work on a straight time basis,' 1 he etatod,*You make acre per 

hour, but you only work 8 hours, so you actually smke le ee.* 

When asked about tew wherehe lived/ he stated he has aoved f rom 

om hotAl to another a lot in the past* Ho now lives at tho " Wyoedng Hotel 

whieh is located at 2044 Lariner Street. This hotel le Japan oee-operated 

and praotloally all the roomere are Japaneee. 

Ho is a baohelor and eeparated from his family he  livei  by  hftaself* 

Ho has a eleter, but oho livee eleewhsre. 

From various reaarks n*de by hi®/ it seems that he le  fkr  from 

satlofiod with hie present eeonoalo status* His parents in Japan are 

worrying hi a eonewhat* 

He invited to visit his if I wantdd to. 
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CASE STUDY 18 8«p 46 ^ -
Halt with Jlro Sasada (nisei)  v  T.  Yatsa  shiro 

this evening 

Tisited with Jlro Sa*|da/at his hone located at 934 -21st 

Street* Met  Jlro* a  mother very briefly« The family operates 

an apartment house In whleh they live* 

Apartment houses 

The building, aapreviously described, la very old* The 

house Is heated by coal-burning stoves whleh are plaoed In 

eaeh room or apartment* There are nine Individual apartmen t a all 

occupied by nine family  unlta,  wi t of whom are Japaneae tenants* 

The apartment a are two-room units, so the family units are sm all, 

moatly couples. The building is a atan two-etory structure , and 

the basement la I so have apartments. Most of the tenante here 

are permanent onea* 

The Saaada family has been operating this aparment since 

1942 when they voluntarily evacuated to Denver from Los Ange les* 
'  )  ' ' ' • ..-  - £  - -I 

fra-evacuation historyi 

The Sasadaa operated an apartment houae for many yeara In 

LoaAngeles on ninth street near the Japanese district* The y 

leased the apartment* 

Evacuation? 

They voluntarily evacuated LoeAngiles sad cake to Denv er 

In March 1942, Just before the freeslng order want into effe ct* 

They Milpped their household belongings and drove out here In 

their ear which they a till have* 

Lpssesj 

The family suffered relatively littla through evaeuatlon , 

aa they owned very little sssJt property* They apar ment the y 

operate was on a lease basis. Most of their personal belongin g® 
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CASS STUDY '' 18 Sep 46 
yiiit with Jiro Sasada (nisei) Yatsushiro 

were shipped to Denver« 

Denver Adjustment in generals 

The Sasadas were one of the first to evacuate to Denver 

and one of the first to begln^ operating m apartment house« 

They learned about this apartment through the owner (oauca slan) 

*&xo  elso owned end open* ed e hotel nearby in which they live d 

the first few weeks after arriving in Denver« 

Jiro attended Denver U« for about a year and a half until 

1944 when he was Inducted into the army. He was discharged r ecently 
and is back at Denver U« 

Mr« 3« (father) soon began working as a pressman In a dry 

cleaning establishment« 
at 

Mother S, is now working t ram« Brown Palace Hotel as a 

maid. It is not known how long she has been working here« 

With the father's and mother*s income from their respecti ve 

Jobs and with the income derived from the operation of th e 

apartment house, this family is economically secure and qui te 

happily adjusted« 

Permanency of Residence 

Jiro reiterated what he had said previously about Chicago, 

that he hated the place and didn't see how the Japanese pre fer 

to live there« He was not particularly interested in retur ning 

to Los Angeles» Of Denver he stated! 
tt I like Denver very much« It 1snot too big and not too 
small« One ean find all the fun one em ts here as one 
would in Chicago, The nisei in Chicago are mainly attract ed 
by the big city lights and bright neon *±gk signs. «... 
Denver is quiet and in general a niee place to live«" 

"When X want to go dancing I usually go to the ISlitch 
Oarden (amusement center) in North Denver« Or I go to 
the Lakeside snusement eenter« It only costs 40 eente 
per head and you can have all the fun you want«" 
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CASE STUDY 18 Sep 46 
Visit with Jlro Sasada (nisei) T # Yatsushiro 

Permanency of Hesldence (continued) 

From all aspeots Jlro and hisfamily will remain in Denver 

permanently* Economically they have rooted themselves here* 

They have no houaing or family problems* In general they ar e 

very contented here* 

Education! 

Jlro Is very anxious to continue his education, but he is 

at a crossroads as to «hat field he should enter* He has tw o 

years to his credit at Denver  1?«,  and just rently after his 

discharged from the army he reenrolled* He stated he began 

with electrical engineering as his major, changed to arf ehlteo-

tual engineering, and has been uncertain ae to what he real ly 

wanted to take up* At preaent he is oring In business and  -

accounting* He is very pessimistic about entering a prof essional 

field as engineering as he feels vary strongly that opportun ities 

for nisei in this field is very m limited* He explains d* 

"Don't you think the changes for nisei in the engineerin g 
field is very limited? X can't see how X can find a 
good job In this field after I have completed my educa-
tion* That's why I changed from engineering to accounting * 
At least in/ accounting I will be able to find soma kind 
of Job** 

In spite of encouragement given him by ma that he should 

go into the field of engineering If he really waslnterested i n it, 

sad In spite of cases I  dL  ted where nisei have advanced themselves 

in this field, Jlro maintained that the field was closed t o nisei* 

It seemed he was still thinking In terms of the pre-evac uation 

era in which very few nisei who majored in engineering e ves/ got 

very far aft̂ r finishing college* Job prospects after fini shing 

college Is his primary concern in selecting a major at pres ent* 
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Visit with Jiro Sasada (nisei) T, Yatsushiro 

Nisei Veterans Orgmlzatlom 

When I mentioned the feet that a number of nisei veterans 

have joined the Cathay American Legion Post (138), he pract ically 

turned ov r in his chair and very disparagingly stated! "OH , 

THAT! They tried to get me to Join, but I didn't care to join 

that outfit. What is the American Legion anyway—is it a soci al 

club?" X I informed him that it was legally a veterans or g en  Is  a* 

tion. Well, the Cathay is nothing but a gaabling Joint. One 

thing I don't thiik too much the American Legion. They hav en't 

been too friendly to the nisei during the war» I thiik we nise i 

ought to join a veteran orgaa  i;  ations like the AVC. I don't 

know why they called the organisation »Cathay*, finly a few 

Chinese are members. Most of themembers ere nisei. Then the 

feswft  commander lsa Chinese. I think the Chi» se are taking 

advantage of the good record established by the Klsei in Ita ly. tt 

When asked what he thought about establishing a pure 

nisei veterans organization, Jiro stated he thought the nleei 

ought not to do this but ought to Join already established l eal 

veterans organisation. He preferr© d the AVC. 

Asked about how moet of the nisei veterane felt about forming 

an organisation or joining one & ready established, he stat ed 

most of the nisei were indifferent. Jiro  him  elf is rather in-

different. , 
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Visit with Jiro Sasada  I nisei)  f* Yatsushlro 

Personal notes on Jiro 

When he and hisfamily first came to Denver in March  1942 

Jiro worked at various Jobs for about a year. In early 194 3 

he enroled at ¿Denver  tJ*  sad continued school for about a year 

end a half when he was Inducted into the Army* Be spent about 

two years in the array, never going overseas but staloned a t 

Camp Snelllng (language school), a d was just recently di s-

charged« He Is now back at Denver U. 

Jiro is a nisei of about 24 years of age« He is single 

and very much engrossed in finishing hit college before any« 

thing else* He is rather handsome and of average nisei 

stature. He is very friendly but more on the quiet side* 

it was necessary to literally pump information out of hi m, 

aa he is prone to sit and.listen rather than do the talking* 

It lsnot believed that he associates too freely with the 

nleel in Denver* From his belief that nisei mmgfe* vetera ns 

ought to join already established veterans Organisation  than 

to form one of their own. It can be concluded that he prefers 

to dissociate himself from any exclusively Japanese orga nise-

tlon* 

Jiro likes music and plays the piano* The family bought 

a piano after they arrived in Denver* Ihe piano  MM I S 

prominently located in the living room where our visit wa s 

held* 
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(fhe following ia tak«n fro» th« 3»pt«iab«r &*aue of Jto F rô r«««Ivo 
Ntvt, ptg«  %*o,  lovtr l«ft oorncr* Thia pap«r l* * bi-1i ngual̂ -pagc 
natrapapar« whioh 1« publiahed daily «xoept Sunday. The  publftfcher ia Ml«hl 
wem, & nieei girl who uitd to live in Dewrer* That ia th« re aeoa a 

nmuber of Deaverltee oomp Haan tary ieeuee of th« paper at p reeent« 
Th« paper 1« publiahed in San Praneieco, California.} 

•J KPama&t oiiiEsi mms in M POST 

"DEIWER—The only vetcrane Organisation of lt« kind i« th« Cathay Fo«t 165, 

eoapoeed of JapSReee and Ohio««« American vaterana of Wor ld War XI» whieh 

d«di ernted lt« ©eaorial horae at 2015 &afck*t 3tr««t he r« «arly thl« noath. 

*Its offlo«r« ar«i Williaa 0« Ohin, eoeananderi Harry Kawa aaki, eenior 

vioe-eosraanderj Eugene Lung and Henry T« Teuohiyaa»» j unior rlee-coueaanderei 

Gilbert W* Woo, fiaanoe offieerj Edward L* Chln, adjuvan t} Henry Saiki, 

«haplaini Jhigeo G« Teraji, athletio offio«ri Jerry Fuji kawa» hietorianj 

Toahio ü. Kamgai» aerwlee offioor» and Joe Lung and D ong Fong, 

eergeante-at~a;  me. 11 
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Conversation^ «1th George Ohashi 

X had a half hoar or so/fifei 

f* 1 

19 Sep 46 
f« Yatsushiro 

>/*iii with George Ohashi, who ti 

operate« a beauty «hop and 1« himself an expert heir stylist. 

HI« shop 1« loeated In the Ploren* Bldg. at 820 18th Street* 

Phone 1« ICE 9412 s The shop 1 «named "Oahashl Beauty  Salon" , 

and Is In a fairly nlee eeetlon of the city* There are sever al 

other professional nisei men who have of& ees or shops In th e 

same Building* X recalled «««*«& the names of Kltaro Xwasak i, 

who is a photographer, Dr. Suenaga (physician), Mr« Chiea suye 

(lawyer who Just left town), Dr. Xto (dentist), and .Br* Y . Xto 

(dentist). Aero««.this building is Denver's main post of fice« 

X had met George once before and he immediately recognised 

me as X entered his  fe  op. He was very friendly and was very 

interested in talking. X was introduced to his wife who was 

busy working on two customers who were there* Toward tha end 

of the visit a Caucasian school principal (woman) came in an d 

George Introduced me to her. She said she had about 8 Japan ese 

(nisei) students in his school during the last term, and «pi ke 

very favorably about them* She was Very friendly  m.  d had a 

very friendly attitude toward the Japanese* She is George' s 

regular customer* 

Personal Hotes 

George is a nisei of about 56 years of age* He is of average 

nisei stature, probably  ¿C  thinner than the average* He has a 

quiet appearanoe but 1« quite articulate in a pereen-to-per eon 

situation. He tax 1« very smbltlou« and optimistic with regar d 

to his business future. 
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Conversation with George Ohashi T, Tatsushiro 

Pre-evacuation economic history 

Before evacuation George operated three beauty shops, two 

in LosAngeXes and one in San Diego* He was very well establi shed, 
appeared 

He showed me pictures of his salons and they/nxx definit ely to be 

of first CLass calibre. Most of his «hops were situated in 

fashionable first class hotels. His trade was mainly of the en tographed 

upper class Caucasians. Bear the entrade he has a large/p icture 

of Klta Hayworth, movie actress, who was one of his custome rs. 

Without question he was one of the foremost hair stylist, J apanese 

or Caucasian, In California. He proudly showed me a whole 
collection of trophies and medals which he had won at vario us . 
hair styling 

/contests sponsored in southern California. All of them wer e 

for winning first place. They were won in 1939, 1940, and 19 41. 

All of these trophies are proudly exhibited about the sho p, 

and George expressed in winning them. 

Evacuation  m  d Losses k JACL 

He was evacuated to Poston relocation center in Arlsona in 

1942sad lived in camp three. He stated he lost about |17,00 0 

through evacuation, but didn't seem particularly bitter a bout 

this loss. He left Poston in 1943 and ever since has been 

living here in Denver. 

He was rather bitter about his relocation center life 

experience, espedL ally with respect to the hostile attit ude 

harbored by 

some people toward him. He info  fisted  that he was 

the president of the f ACL in Los Angeles and was very active 

in the organisation. Right after December Sth and before 

evacuation he statsd he left the west Coast to come to Denv er 

to survey resettlement prospects hsrs in an effort to assist 
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Conversation with Oeorge Ohaahl *« Tat sushi ro 

the issei mainly« Ha informsd when he reloeated in Poston est p 

toffyyy gome of the evacuees threatened to beat him, because of 

a su spiel on that he was an informer for the government« 

He stated* 

"Here I had been trying to help the Japanese and they 
threatened to beat me up« That's wliy I'm not going 
to stiek my neck out for any one no more« Sfcs 
Saburo &ldo (past J ACL president) tried to get me 
to be president of the Denver chapter, but I turned 
this down« I told him  X  would contribute to J ACL 
tat am not going to take any active part 1* It." 

He went to relate how for some strange reason he was pnt 

on the "atop list" in camp and that he couldn't resettle for 

some time« He was bitter toward Misspell Pindley, high cam p 

administration offleial, who he claimed deliberately he ld kits 

up his leave« He stated! 
HI don't know why they put on me on the 'stop list'« 
I had strong reeoBnendatlons from the Havy. May be 
it was beoause of my come etlon with the Japan-America » 
goodwill organization to which I belonged and was active 
in." 

He expressed strong dislike for Kaval Captain Zaoharlas» 

who was very aetlve in American radio propaganda to Japan 

espeelally toward the end of the war with Jf>  an.  He said most 

of the naval offlolals he knew were very friendly to him and 

wrote letters of recommendation for him« 

Present eeonomle status and future prospoets 

Oeorge now has one beauty Atop which he deserlbed as 

"really nothing-»just keeps me busy"« He is very anxious t o 

open up branch shops in the east and even overseas« He expla ined 

he tried to get passage to Paris, Franco, for business purpose 

but the government is not permitting orientals to visit Eu rope 

at present« 
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Conversation with George Ohaehl Yatsushlro 

Present eeonoale status and future prospects (continued) 

He Is very interested in going into the import-export 

businesffleld, trading goods with  Jqp an.  Hs has doing a lot 

of spadeword along this llne y and he olalms that he has some 

very prominent men who are backing him« With regard to 

financial backing he stated 

"I can raise about  $20,000  to $30,000, but I can't 
put up |100 f 000. That's why I n i l need some big 
men with money to back me  up. * 

He stated already he had demands from Japan for about $20,0 00 

worth of American goods, as fishing tackles, etc« 

Of his beauty shop business he is particularly interested 

in establishing  «fa ops  in Chicago and New York. He stated he 

wanted to enter the state hair styling ««ten contest that i s 

to be held there. He said he tried establishing a iiop In 

Chicago, but the^ city refused him license to opera**« 

General comment 

Although George lsfinanclally well established he is tt* 

not completely happy about his business ¿tuatlon at prese nt. 

Until he can establish several branch beauty shops in some o f 

the big cities In the East he wlllnot be satisfied. 

He has bought a house here in Denver. 

Further  Tin  ts  with George will be made* 
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Conversation with Bill 8os4i£4iW*.-fcrftr Xwaaalrl T. Y atsushiro 

Had dinner tonight with Bill Hosakawa end Kitaro Iwasaki 

at the "Pelican* restaurant. Bill is with the Denver Post . 

while Kitaro is a photographer who has his own studio. Ki taro 

is a young nisei, probably about 23 years of age, who was WRA 

photographer for over two years and who travelled extensi vely 
official 

during his WRA employment (visited 44 states) ticing/plct ures 

of evaeuees who have left eamps and resettled on the "outsi de11 

throughout the country. (More willbe written about Kitaro 
following further interviews.) 

The whole din»  r-chat  took about 2 hours. Kitaro and I 

did a lot of reminiscing about people we both knew. Bill spe nt 

a considerable portion of the evening probing me about my 

Japan experience with the Strategic Bombing Survey. I fin ally 
toward the latter part of he evening 

got «Ms«** around/to question them about various aspects o f 
interest in 

the Japanese population in general* (Bill's # my Japan 

experience was because he wanted to write a news story o n it.) 

Issel Attitude toward Japan 

Both Bill and Kitaro stated they weren't well acquainted 

with this subject but both had some opinions on the matter. 

Bill stated he thought the Issel now don't hold as strong a 

political attachment to Japan as before, but that tbe atta chment 

is now  BP  re on a family and relative basis. That is to say, 

issel here are concerned about their relatives In Japan. Of 

course some of them have severed all connections with Japan or 

their relatives for some time now« Of his parents Bj.ll sta ted! 
"You take my folks now. They don't give a §amn about 
Japan or their relatives there." 

Bill's parents came from Hiroshima. Kitaro'xxji didn't kn ow where 

# 3 7 
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Conversation with two nisei T« Yatsushiro 
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his folks came from (ken in Japan) and didn't seem to care 

partieul arly. 

Both agreed that the iesei definitely donH want to go back 
i ™ 

now* especially in view of the difficult period Japan is g oing 

through. Many, of course, are seriously concerned about t he 

pending deportation to Japan,« d are fighting this. 

Issel̂ Hlsel Relationship 

Bill had definite ideas about the role of issel and the 

role of the nisei* He stated: 

"Leadership passed on from the issel to the nisei on 
December 7 f  1941* Due to their lack of English and due 
to the fact that they aliens the issel was forced to 
rely on the nisei for leadership and especially with 
respect to dealing with the & rger commandty and the 
government* You take Portland for Instmce* There 
the issel came to ask for aid of the  §ACt  and the nisei 
in genera. • ...I don't believe that this change-over 
was due to the advanced age of the Issel, ... 

Economic future of the Nisei and Xasel 

Bill continued: 

don*t give a damn about the issei now. As far as I 
am concerned they are  n<a «existent.  In about ten years 
the lssei willall die off* The average age of the issei 
is about 60 or 70 now isn*t it* *•.. 
The main problem now is the nisei* The future of the 
Japanese in America is dependent on the nisei* *..« 
Oh, I d<yl grant that In many instances the issel still 
hold the purse strings. • 

Reemer̂ tnce of Japanese Communities 

When X asked what the prospects were of Japanese communitie s 

reemerging,  Bill,  quickly retorted,« 

"Well, we have it already don't we. Take Denver for 
instance* The Japanese here are living off each other* 
•  ••••1  think this Is bad* *.* The sooner the Jspanese 
break away from Japanese communities the better it le 
going to be. 
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Conversation with two nisei f.Yatsushiro 

Roemergonco of J» a ese Communities 

Kitaro agreed that this was bad****a It is to be noted 

that both Bi l lmU and Kitaro have succeeded in breaking awa y 

from dependence on the Japanese comma lty for their livelih ood* 

Most of Kitaro«s photography trade is with Caucasians. This 

weekend (Saturday and Sunday) Kotaro Informed he had a bi g job, 

that of taking pictures of a big two-day faucaslan wedding aid 

celebration. Bill, of course, works for the Denver Post , leading 

Colorado sad Rocky Mountain region newspaper* 

Economic future of the Hiael  ( OD  ntlnued from page 2) 

Bill felt very optimistic about the economic future of 

the nisei* He felt that the nisei "will be able to hold the ir 

own" come what may, depression or generel hard  tlae  s* 

lisel Unsettleness 

When this  si  bjeet was broached by me, Bill stated he felt 

the nisei was not unique in this but that it was generally tr ue 

of the country* All agreed that this was natural following a 

war* 

Center Experience sad Vocational Opportunities 

I £osed a hypothesis that center experience was an  at  d to 

to finding Jobs on the outside, and asked Bill end Kitaro to 

express t W r views on the matter* Bill strongly felt that c enter 

experience was not particularly an aid in finding similar  Jobs 

on the outside. He thought that if there had been no evacuati on 

and confinement in relocation centers the Japanese on the »est 

Coast would have found Just as good Jobs in plane factories and 

various war industries on the Coast as they have during and a fter 

the war« 
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Conversation with two nisei T, Yetsushiro 

Yule Lakers and Repatriates 

When the Tule Lakers (evacuees who expressed loyalty to J span) 

and repatriates were easually mentioned» Bill stated! 

feel very strongly about them» I think the less 
we are associated with them the better it is going 
to be for us here in America* X think thoae of  «g  e 
In Tule Lake, who consistently disclaim their U«3« 
citizenship and expresses loyalty to Japan ought to 
be shipped to Japan* I feel etrongly about treating 
them very severely« After all, they made it very 
tough for us in the relocation centers« w 

Bill asked me whether I had met any repatriates in Japan 

and how they were faring« I said I met a few and heard va rious 

stories about them through nisei GXs stationed there* When X 

stated that the ££ nisei §Xs were hostile to the nisei repatr latee 

and didn't want to have anything to do withthem, Bill sAidi 

f  I am glad to  to  ar that« X think that is a  heal  thy 
attitude to take towards the repatriates«* 

Qenersl commenti 

Bill is a nisei of about 50 years of age who is very 

Intelligent and possesses a keen analytical mind« He is ver y 
the 

strong for the  txtygxxfctmaxaf  breaking up of/Japanese community 
the 

influence and the integration of /nisei into the larger Am erican 

society at the earliest possible moment* Xt is not believe d 

that he mingles too freely with nisei or issei as prefers no t 

Kitaro didn't say too much during the whole chat, but he 

imprease^ generally, and an attempt will be made to see hi m again 

soon* 
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The quarterly meeting of the JACL Denver chapter was held 

tonight« The whole affair began at 8?50 p.m. and ended at ll sSO 

From 6i50 to BsOO p.m. a dinner vac staged at the Manehu 

trill« There were 21 in all that attended. Of this number 

seven were  Caucasianss  senator  and Mrs« Brooks, Mr« Graham, 

Mr« Oifford Phillips, Miss J4ul.se Evens, and Mr« and Mrs« Fr ank 

Smith« Fourteen were nisei  soft  included Mr« Min Yasui, region* 

JACL representative, Dr. 7. Mayeda, president Denver chap ter, 

and other members. It was purely a dinner affair with no 

speeches« Background notes on some of the Caucasian people 

at the dinner might be pertinents 

Senator Brooksi He is a state senator who is very liberal 
and has been actively interested in the Japanese in 
the oity and state« He led the fight against the 
anti-alien land discrimination bill which was before 
the state legislature in 1944« Be is a Republican 
and has two more years in the senate. He is probably 
about 38 years of age. 

Mr. Charles Graham* President of Denver Unity Council! 
attorney; politician representing Democratic partyj 
very liberal and interested in the Japanese. 
About 50 years of age. 

Miss Louise Kvanst Executive-Secretary of the Denvery 
~nity  Council!  very active in community activities. 

About 50 years of age« 

Qlfford Phillips» reported to be a publisher; Oordon Conne lly 
reports he is heir to some oil fortune« His interest 
in the Japanese is not known« 

A variety of Chlneee dish were served* Manehu Grill seem to 

be the most popular Japanese-opcrated restaurant in town. 

It w$s formerly owned and operated by George Furuta, big bus inessman, 

but is not operated by George's brother*in«lav« 

p«m« 
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Following the dinner the group left for the YWCA located at 

1545 Tremont Place, rooms 606-606, where the meeting was held« 

The program for the meeting followed very much the mimeograp hed 

program sheet which Is attached« 

Political Debate; 

The main item on the program was a political debate In which 
.' •  t  ' .  j ~ , t 

Senator Brooks, Republican, and Mr« Charles Graham, Demo crat, 

participated* Each discussed the various candidates of t heir 

respective partiei for the coming general election* The can didates 

ranged from the governor*s office to the lowest elective p olitical 

office« Issues were discussed briefly* It was a regular debe t̂  

with time allowed for rebuttal« 

There was some horse play In the debate, especially by Mr* 

Graham, with humorous cracks thrown at each other, but ln genersl 

the debate was on a serious level* 

President Mayeda explained that the debate was staged for 

the purpose of clarifying in the m nda of the nisei party ca ndi-

dates and Issues so that they can vote intelligently in the co ming 

general election* 

Business; 

Following the debate ashort business meeting ensued with 

President Mayeda still presiding* The items taken up are l isted 

in the program &eet* There seemed, to be very little Intere st 

among those present as indloated by the lack of discussion * 
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Movlest 

Several short sound movies «ere shown* One was titled 

"The house X Live In* starring Frank Sinatra* It *as pure ly 

an an ti-racial d6ecrimlnatlon movie* Another was ashort on 

Franklin 0* Roosevelt» abrief history of his life* Another 
Japanese 

was t/plotiur*  at with a commentary in English—a story of 

gangsterism la Japan* The  3a  st wae a cartoon. 

Social Hour 

A lottery was conducted with a tlaket selling for 50 cents * 

It was explained that the money raises from this 1 ttsry m 

would bs used to defray the movie expenses* About 55 tieke ts 

were sold end about 7 prlsss were given away* (I won a 50 sent 

fountain order prise given by the Howard Doi pharmacy.) 

Dancing and rsfreshmsnts took up the reet of the evening 

until 11 >50* There were only few remaining toward the en d* 

Attendmpeei 

There were about 45 people in all who attended the debate 

and the rest of the meeting* Of this number seven were eauc aslans* 

Ths rast were nisei, but of these some were not fACL memb ers* 
1 

Actually there were about 52 members or lees in attend» ce* 

The president» Mayeda* apologetically remarked at the begi nning 

that some of the menbere  n forgot to come". 
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Impressions! 

The meeting appeared to have been wellplanned with an 

excellent program offered the meoberahip* However, there seem d 

to be lack of active participation among the meMfoership . The 

attendance was relatively small, and those present were no t 

especially interested in the business end of the meeting* 

Half of the people, moatly the leadera, left when daeing and refreshments commenced* 

There seem to be excellent leadership in men like Bin Yaaul 

and Dr* Mayeda, but there seem to be a wide gap between them 

and the membership* It la probable that the leaders are doin g 

all the work and thereby the members are apathetic and incli ned 

toward ait ting in the background fcftJdhav ng things done for 

them* It seems that poeaibly the distribution of responsib ilities 

to a greater numb r of the membera might stimulate more act ive 

interest among more of them* 
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DENVER JACL „MEETING 
8:00 p.m., Friday, Sept. 20th 

Rooms 605-606; 15^5 Tremont Place 

8:00 BUSINESS MEETING 
Dr. Takashi Mayeda, Presiding 

v , SPEAKERS:"' 
Arthur A* Brooks, Jr., Republican state senator 

f*:: Foremp -S^  in fight to defeat anti-Japanese 
land agination in 1 9 ^ 

Charles A. Graham, outstanding liberal Democrat 
Candidate for U.S. Senate in 19^4; present 
president of Denver Unity Council 

QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD 
DISCUSSION 

9:00 BUSINESS AGENDA: 

1. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
Al-lpw cabinet to appoint in case of vacancies of 

r  , office, rather than special election 

2.  ¿  BLUE CROSS FOR DENVER JACL *.  J 

Vote to adopt, authorize Cabinet to proceed 

NOMINATIONS FOR 19^7 OFFICERS 
• Nomination committee to meet in November 

k. PROGRAM FOR WINTER QUARTER ' 
Oct. 31 * Nov. 1. Bazaar and Carnival with  NWAA 
Nov. 7th or Sth. Meeting \with Palmer Hoyt 
Thanksgiving Dance 
Christmas Ball 
General Election 

5: .  •  DENVER JACL BULLETIN: 
Introduction of Staff members 

Katie Kawamura, editor 
Ben Miyahara, make-up editor 
Saburo Tani, artist (heads) 
Rosa Higashi, artist (cartoons) 

^ Bill Hosokawa, columnist 
jf^^gfRoy 'iakeno, feature writer 

Iwasaki, photographer 
Yaaui, editorial consultant 

6. 19^7 ; DENVER MEMBERSHIP DUES: (proposed) 
National "fees. . . . . $ 1.00 
Denver Chapter . . . . 1.00 
Denver Bulletin. . . . 1.00 
Total Membership Fee $ 3« 0 0 

v ,  f  7. TRI-STATE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
•  : (l) Finances 

•  \ (2) Report of Activities of Denver Office 
(3) Legislative Program of JACL 
(4) Reactivation of Tri-State Council 



g. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
(1) Manchu Grill 
(2) Saburo Tani of Ace Hi Studio for Posters 
(3) Rosa Higashi for Signs 
fi-) Roy Takeno, for taking care of movies 

Yoshiko Ariki, for acting as M.C. 
(b) Ben Miyahara, for Records 
7) Mas Takata for PA system and phonograph 
g) Hikaru Xwasakij, for photos 

19; and &31 the merchant* who donated prizes 

tOQZAh HOUR 
9:3  )  p.au to 11:30 p 6ui. 

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES Yoshiko Ariki 

9:15 i. DOOR PRIZES TICKETS Fxank Hiraoka 
Charge of .50 <p for defraying expenses 
Additional tickets for drawing may be 
purchased 

9:30 2. MOVIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roy Takeno 
"The House  X  Live In," Frank Sinatra 
"Life of Franklin D<'Roosevelt" 
"Travelogue in Japan" (Pre-war) 
Newsreel shots cf '442nd (if available) 
Cartoons and'oth&r features 

* jr f 

10:00 3. RECORD DANCE 

Records thru courtesy of Ben Miyahara Phonograph thru courtesy of. . . . Mas Takata, of Universal 
i  ^ .. ro fnpvQx't • - Badio 

10:^5 DRAWINGS FOR DOOR PRIZES . ... J Shampoo and Finger Wave. . . . . . Yoshiko Ariki, 
. NY Beauty Salon 

1 Pair Nylon Stocking. . . . . . . T.K. Pharmacy 
Free Hair Cut. J a c k  J ^ i 
$.50 Fountain Order Howard Doi, 

* Pharmacy 

1 Box Senbei . . .  F r a n k  Torizawa 
Granada Fish 

1 Corsage Lottie Lee 
Hartnett, Exclusive Florist 

1 Watermelon Farm Fresh 
Garden 

11:00 5. REFRESHMENTS 
Punch, doughnuts and cookies 

6. DANCING UNTIL CLOSING TIME AT 11;3° P- m-

# 



P. 1 u 
• ' • M f f m r ' O twer "^F 3 
Sxatsat 20 Sen 46 
3XI0LB HISEI  OISL  T. Yatsushiro 
Various talka with Bessie Onlshl 

Bessie Onlshl Is the secretary in the J ACL of floe, and I k m 

see her quite often inasmuch as I use the J ACL Office as  ray  head-

quarters. The following has been learned from  tiese  various 

contacts. 

Family Set-up* 

Father: issei; works at some  tootel  (caucaslan) as storeroom 
clerk* 

Mothers issei; housewife* 
Child  rem Bessie; only child; about 24 or 25 years of age; 

secretary in J ACL office* 

Housing: 

Bessie end her family bought a house which is located in 

the so-called Japanese residential district, somewhere a round 

32nd St. and Arapafcoe* (check this)* At first when they r elocated 

in Denver—over a year ago—-they lived In an apartment, bu t 

Bessie's father didn't like this set-up a bit as they had to be 

so considerate of the other, as being quiet, and not comin g home 

too  la te,  n d not having too many guests. In their disgust over 

this restrictive living, they decided to buy a house of their 

own where they can do as they please* They are happy in their 

preaent house, which is old but substantial* 

jpre-evacuatlon history: 

Prior to evacuation the family lived in Loa Angeles m d 

ftuzStx and Oardena, California* The father owned a grocery 
« 

store in L.A. and one in Oardena* The family first lived for 

a long time in Los Angelas, where Bessie grew up most of her 

life* But a few years before the war the father sold out t heir 

Los Angsles store,  mm* but kept their Oardena store* The family 

deal dad to move to Oardena inasmuch as their only store waslo cated 

there* Bessie protested this move very  much, inasmuchas she 



f* 2 
Denver 

3IS0LE NISEI GIRL 20 Sep 46 
Various  tdL  ks vith Bessie Onishl T.Xatsushiro 

Pre-evacuation history; 

like Lost Angeles and «as used to the city life m d didn't part icu-

larly like living  1 d4  t h e  country. She had just  SAAQDODUNBDE about 

finished her high school education» and she dldnM; want t o transfer 

to a country school. Her dad permitted her to continue tax at 

Roosevelt High School in Los Angeles, but sfe he refused t o take 

her In the family car. Therefore she  mmmxxtxm*  caught the bus 

every school day. Before long this became very inconvenient and 

she quit Roosevelt High and transferred to a lamal high sch ool. 

She then a tended Compton Jr. High School for a while* A bout 

1940 her / dad influenced her to take a trip to Japan as some 

of his relatives were old and ill. She made the trip with 

her moth r. They stayed in Japan about a year. She compA 1m d 

about being gawked at by the Japanese people who were expe riencing 

a diffl.  cult time due to the war between Japan and China. Whenev er 

she wore good shoes and good clothes, people just stared at h er. 

She didn't like this a bit. neither Aid she like having to p lay 

the restrictive woman's role, of having to be so polltAn, o f 

hkving to take  the  'back seat tn her relations with men, etc. 

Just before evacuation the father sold their grocery store 

and many of their other possessions as the family «atomoblle . 

Bessie Is very regretful that they sold their car 9 as they sold 

it for practically nothing, and as they could make good use of It 

now. 
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Various  teL ks  with  Beeeie Oniii 1  f* Yatsushiro 

Evacuation & Center Life 

The family was relocated to JUaaahe, Granada Relocation Center* 

Her father became the block manager for their bl ek» The bl ock 

persuaded her to become £ka a ¿candidate for  Jtiui  councilman, or 

representative of the bl  >ek  to the community council* She stated 

she refueed, as she didn't want to get Involve in polities. 

However, the noralnat ng committee included her name with tw o 

others. At the election she and another person got the most 

votes  and,  a revoting wee scheduled. But she declined the post 

to the other person* 

Bessie spoke eritlcsaiy of camp life, that there was so 

much petty quarreling among the evacuees* 

They left camp In 1945 and resettled in Denver* 

Bessie's occupation in Denver 

Bessie worked for about a year,until about two months «go , 

for Mr» Takamine, who is the biggest potatoe distributor i n town* 

She worked as a bookkeeper* She quit that job as she tho ught 

her present fob was more Interesting, sad possibly it may have 

paid more» She Is quite happy in her present job,  el though  this 

has been the first she ever worked as a secretary. 

Permanency in Denver 

Beesle stated about going back to Californiâ  

"All my friends are back in California» Heme of them are 
here. Friends of my folks are all back there also» Oee, 
I sure would like to go back» I know my mother wm  ts  to 
go back» But I don 11 know «hat will happen." 

Because the family has bought a house in Denver just a year 

or so ago, it doesn't seem probable that they will leave Den ver in 

the next two years or so» They have no property there to go bac k to. 
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Vial ted  with Mr« ad Mrs* George Ohashi at their home, loaated 

at 4314 Rarltan, phone CHerry  2629« George is an expert hair 

stylist from pre-evacuation days, and his wife assists him at 

the shop looated in town* 

Residences 

The Ohashis have a very nice home in a good residential 

district in the north side, across the Platte River« The re are 

two bedrooms, a good slse living«dining room combination, k itchen 

and bath« The house is built of brick and looks fairly ne w yet« 

There is a baeemsnt which is used as a work shop, storage room, 

and bedroom in case of over-night guests« The lot is narrow bu t 

very deep or long. Xfcsotaxlx The front has a nice lawn and th e back 

Is spaolous with a lawn, victory garden, and a garage. 

George bought this house when he first came out here in 1945 . 

He stated he paid 15500 for it« He claims he oan get about r10,0 00 

for it now« He is thinking of fixing the garage, that is rebu ilding 

it of brick structure« He said two or three years sgo, it c ost 

#550 to have a brick garage built, but now it cost $850« 

The house was repainted and fixed up (interior) when George 

first moved in. It was unfurnished 

and George had to furnish/ it completely. Me informed he h ad all 

his stored furnitures from ¿an D**go shipped to him. Me cla ims that 

he lost heavily in the way of stolen furnitures, ne was bit ter 

about his supposedly good friend who looked after his 

furnitures and bel agings and walked off with  gaa a  good portion. 

Ha stated when his belongings ware shipped to him from dan Die go, 

many big boxes came empty. 
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fisit with George Ohashi  1  T* Yatsushiro 

Heeldenoet (eontlnued} 

George stated that his neighbors are all Caucasians. He 

states that he is aeeepted in that community and that there has 

been no antaganMm displayed* 

Family background: 

George Ohashi i head 
Mrs* Ohashi: wife) about 30 years of age* 
Others: Mrs* O'e younger unmarried brother who was 

recently discharged from the army* He la 
thinking of enrolling at Denver u* 
He's about 21 or 22 years of age« 

George ±m has been parentlees since he was about 17 year s of 

age« He lost his mother when he was about 5 and his dad whe n he 

was about 17. He has many belatlwms, many of whom are living i n 

Hawaii. He himself was born in San Franclaeo* He has no acti ve 

relationship with axy of his relatives* His parents came fro m 

Hiroshima I believe* 

Mrs. Ohashi f s parents are farming in Ft* Lupton* They were 

big time farmers in the Guadalupe region in California, far ming 

over 500 acres. They tax* farm 160 acres at present of a all kinds 

of vegetabl es. There seems to be a very olose tie between Ge orge 

m d his wife's parents. I believe George assisted In gett ing the 

farm land for his parenfcs~ln«law* George stated they ar e doing 

satisfactorily. He claimed that the price of onions is now / 

about 25 cents  je  r sack, and complained that it doesn't pay to 

raise onions for that price. George also mentioned the unfav orable 

weather of Colorado which is ¿ways a risk the farmers face. He 

stated how many of the farmers In the northern area lo st their crops 

In the recent hail storm that struck that area* 



• . (  mv-  '  F . I 
Denver 

MMM IiaSI,  HAIH STYLIST 81 Sep 46 
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Evacuation 

George spent considerable tinte reviewing the events Just b efore 

evacuation, fíe told of how he and »any other JACL leaders left 

San Diego to explore prospective farm lands for Japanes e farmers 

in the Colorado and Utah areas* They drove their own ears a ll 

the way from San Diego to Colorado «id back. The whole trip to ok 

about 10 days. With some retrospective amusement ma but a go od 

deal of seriousness he related how he and his friends were a rrested 

and questioned by police officers aim st all the way from th e West 

Coast to Colorado. He stated especially in Colorado every town 

and city law enforcement agencies were on the lookout for  Japanese 

wandering in from the Best Coast and they were spotted in eve ry 

stop-over they made and were arrested and held several hou rs. 

In Denver, he stated, he talked to Gov Carr who was very fri endly. 

- The group surveyed farm lends in one or two areas in Colorad o 

and one area in Utah xxat but felt none of the areas were goo d farm 
' '  * 

lands. Commenting on the whole trip George made, Mrs. Ohas hi 

stated;  "The  trip was actually useless. Next time  I  am going 

to keep you (George) home.* 

When they started the journey, George stated there were 

10 oar load of people but toward the end there were only two ca r 

load/. 

Because of the huge losses he suffered and because of the 

countless times he had been arrested and questioned by th e police 

Gecrge feels rather bitter about the whole evacuation. 

He stated that if he can reclaim his losses he will contribut e 

the money to some worthy organisation, probably the J ACL* 
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Visit with George Ohashi , f, Tatsug&lr® 

Hsosatlon: 

George likes fishing and hunting» He took me to the baseme nt 

where he showed me his hunting rifles and fishing outfits» He 

talked of going  ft  shiag with his neighbor the following morning» 

He stated he goes fishing on Sunday usually with hisnelghb or, 

and asked if I would be interested in going with him one of th ese 

days» Generally t  he leaves home about  fene  o'cl ck in the morning 

and drive out Into the country for about  4  or  5  hours before 

they come to any fishing grounds. 

I joiner! the family for dinner and the main entre was 

fish (trout) which George had caught himself the previous Su nday. 

George wants to establish his beauty shops in Hew York an d 

Chicago, but he stated he likes fishing and hunting and sin ce 

this is found in Colorado he didnU want to leave Colorado 

especially» 

Automobile? 

George stated he bought his present*41 Hash from a 01 who 

was going overseas in 1942 for $1000. He stated he waa lucky 

he bought it, as he can still sell the car for that price or ev en 

more. XR Of his car which he had prior to evacuation he stated * 

ifttftxJUm 
"Goddamit, I mire was a fool to sell my car. It was a 
1940 model* and in perfect condition» I sold it fo? 
#200* Gee, I sure la»t money onthat deal» 1* 
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Attitude toward Repatriates end Yule Lakers 

George feels very strongly that they ought to he severely 
way 

dealt with* He feels this/espeeially because of the rough t ime 

he had in camp where he was threatened to be beaten up by man y 

of the pro*Japan anti-America group of Japanese* 

George's brother-1 n-lai% who served as an occupation in Japan 

for about six months until very recently» related how none of 

the nisei g Gis would have mything to do with those nisei and 

issel who went back to Japan as rspatriàtes* He related how 

many of the nisei 9 dressed liks"paohooks" (soot suiters), came 

to the NYK building in Tokyo where many of the nisei  g Gli/ 

were billeted trying to get sympathy and help from the lat ter* 

He went to say the nisei GIs simply Ignored them and were si mply 

sore at them» especially because of the  .sAJDUtxfcfea  attitude and 

behavior of these repatriates while in the campe in Americ a* 

Bcono  nlo  AdJuatmext ; *  ' ' ; 

Much of what has been written in the previous report on 

George was reiterated in tonights visit* Generally he is happily 

adjusted in his work s ai y  teas  which provides him with a fair 

income« He Is looking into the Xx future  and.  thinking of expanding 

his business in the .East and even to Japan* He is also  lit  er est 

in entering the import-export business with Japsn* 

P. 5 
Denver 
21 Sep 46 
T* Xatsushiro 
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Yatsushiro 
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î vi altad Rev» Ucaure and hi a hoae located at 2515 Califor nia stmt» 

Just next to the church, and hád dinner with the feaily. 

Family ast-upt 

Fathers ¿lev* Ueaura» about 50 years of age» Colorado pa stor for 
about 17 yeare. 

Mothers Mra«U» about 55 years of age» 
Children! 6 daughter«» 5 of whoa are married» tao of whoa a re the 

youngest and attending. Manual high school in Denver» and 
one of whoa died Just after graduating froa high e shoo 1 
in 1945« 
1 son» Joseph» 20 years» just completed Denver U» and 
now enrolled as a ainisterial student at Denver U f s 
Eiliff Thsologioal ¿salnary. 

(ths two daughtsrs now living with ths faaily ars 
Ysyoi or Elisabeth, 17 or Ä 10, and Kiyo» Xf> or 16) 

IW 

Hev* us sura has/ bssn pastor of thie church for ths pas t 17 years 

now» During ths first few years ho uss4 to travsl froa oas r ural arsa 

to another in Colorado» ministering to*the rural peop le as they wsrs 

without a church. Now hs confines his preaching in Denv er, although 

aasa peopls froa ths xaxx* neighboring rural arsas son s into Danvsr 

svsry other Sunday to attend cervice* To aeeoaaodate th e rural p*o)4e 

juet about ovary other Sunday church servios for ths Iss el is held' 

at 2i50 in ths afternoen* Ths first and third Sunday ths se rvice for 

isasl la held St lOtOO in ths morning* Hev. U» explsined tha t ths 

Denver people, many of whoa ers Californiens, prsfsr ths aerai ng service 

and ths prssent afternoon-morning arraaßoeient is a coap roaise  ba$& 

between the urban and rural people« 
alesi and Issel, 

aev* ü»informed that the entire church  rasabsrshiji/  le about 500, 

which includes ths rural peopls. At his isssl sorties th ere Is an 

avsrags attendance of about 60 to 70 in ths aornlag se rvice and about 

65 to 75 la the afternoon service » Ths axes ego of ths isssl me ahers 

range from 55 to do» 
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Pormaanwar of Japane«« r««ld«ate in Piawr 

Ksv* U. felt that th« population (Japan»««) in Denver will decrease 

appreciably, a« a number of people are continually leavin g for California* 

Of th« fimrii he statedx* reiterated vhat# had been «aid by «any other«» 

namely, they are having a hard time trying to «ope with Color ado'« weather» 

California farmere are uaed to y»ar-around farming in relat ively good 

w«ath«r condition«, but here in Colorado they are restr icted to farming 

only during the euaner month«* He related how the reeent  a w w r hail 

atom ruined many farmer« in the Brighton area. 

geonomie etatu« of Japan««« in P e a W 

Kev* U. thought that the Ja*tie«« 1» f*nv«r ware faring « atiefaetorily 
i 

in th« various job« and buainesae« they are in* ttaxwasxa atxattaxte H« did 

not go into any detail in describing their «eonomie future * 

fflfffiU 

Riv* U* wa« very touch iat« rests* in talking about hi« fami ly adid about 

world political» seonomie» and eoelal problem«* He tafeed about ifcesla 
V 

and it 1« world policy* fm wae ltst«r««t«d in Japan 1 a pre««nt dondltlon 

and h«r futur«* H® felt Japan should not b« «o «trlppdd of al l her 

pooeeeelone that her population ef  70,000,000  will  torn*  to be/ crowded 

in an'area not bigger than Colorado* Coneiderable time w a« «pent in 

dieeueelng th««« varioue «ubjeete in which B«v* U* wa« Int erested* 

Aselgtaagg, to Japan««« 

R«v*U* ha« dun« a groat deal toward aeaieting «vacu««« ree cttl« in 

Denver and Color ado la general* During the war when th« eva cuee« began 

trickling into Denver, hie wife prepared dinner every night for about 

15 nisei student« at their home* In varloue other waye he ha« aasieted 

the evacuee«* 



p* 5 
tenser 

JAPANESE Mf-T  Oí..  ¿ CHUBOH ¿2 46 
Visit wik Rev» ¡¿saura» i m i pastor 7« Yatsushiro 

Iaprssalonsi 

Rev. U* and hi® ehureh ie serving a useful purpose in fulfi lling 

eertain needs of the lassi.  ftewever»  with the age of the isssi as it ie 

and the ags of R«v* U», the useful as ss of an iessi ssxjurt past or and aa 

leeei ehureh esrvlcs will noX langer exist ft after about 1 0 yeare». 
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Tonight in the lobby of the Silver Dollar Until 1 particip ated in a 

"bull-eaeeion ,with thro«/ ni««i veteran«« To»h Mamiya, -owner ofth« 

SilverDollar Hotel* was ths principal character who did mo st of the talk* 

lng* The other two were not as vociferous ae tosh* One of thee « two 

ic Hoehi (don't know hie firetname), who ie the brother of P aul Hoehi 

who in turn is the co-partner of Yoch MaaiyasJoi 

The eeeeion first began between Toch and I, with Yoch re lating in 

cone leggth hie amy and war experience in Europe« 

ArtgyxilialriCSffl service 

Yoch wae first inducted in early 194A and wae discharged abou t 

July 1946« He wae a member of the 442nd, and wae one of the 500 who 

paraded in D.C.and ware reviewed by Pre el dent Truman* He waêC an infantry-

man. » 

Self Oonfldcncc Regained from Experience 

Tosh took great pride in reletting hew hie army experience r estored 

self-confidence in hia* 

"You know when 1 flret cane out of the relocation oaxsp to r eeettle 
in Colorado» boy, we sure got discriminated against* I rem ember 
Paul (Hoehi who la Yoeh'a partner) and X firet got off in La Junta 
and went to the nearest restaurant to get eome food* Paul an d 1 
sat down and waited for the waitrees to take our order* ato ll* we 
waited and waited and the wai trees wouldn't come* X told Pa ul, 
'Come on, let'c get the hell out of here', but Paul wouldn' t go* 
He eaid, »Let'c sit until the wcitreee come take our order,' • Well, 
we waited eome moreand I insisted to  Paul  'Let'c leave 1, but you 
know hew Paul ic* He wae stubborn and wouldn't go* I wanted to 
get the hell out of there* Well» we ttaailx waited for hour an d 
half before we finally left the ¿lace without being waited on**«* 

*tfellf when I got out of the army a little while ago and o n ay 
way home to Denver, for the hell of it  I,  etopped off at La Junta 
and went to the came restaurant* I wae going to raise hell if I 
got the came treatment ae iaul and I did three yaare ago* Soy» 
thlc time the moment % went into the reetaurant and cat down at 
a table the waitrece cerne to wait on me* It'e a damn good thing 
che waited on me* I wasn't soared thlc tims with my unifor m on** 
"How, If any hakujin or anybody try anything funny on me I'm go ing 
to tell Him off* X don't care where X am, nobody le going to d ie« 
crlminaee agalnet a*** 
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Self-confidence (continue^ 

Toeh went to relate a story about another dischagged niae l OX,whoee 

nana was "Roy 1' and whoee family lived la Grand Juaetloa* Colorado* 

*That guy Hoy la a rugged guy, all right. He'e the kind of guy 
whoee alwaye looking for trouble* You know inthe battlefr ont ha 
wae alwaye volunteering for front line eambat servic e. He*a a 
typloal guy fro» the *inaka B (eountry). You know they alwaye want 
to be front line troops* 

Well, he waa banged up in battle and had to have one lag a mputated. 
I eaw hia the other day la Denver and he told ae thla story . when 
he got boas (Grand Junction) the other day, kagka be ing discharged 

•  l n  ** * hakujin 
rislsAiPant/ M w t i «oR ¿s bell. He went down to the restau rant 
without hie lag ot» leg—he intentionally left hie arti ficial leg 
off«—and with hie orutohee and atoraed into the reetaura nt. He 
deaanded '̂ ihere la the manager of this jolatt' The aa nager oaaa 
out and ha euaeed the hell out of the aanager for putting up euoh 
a alga ae  'Ho Jape Allowed 1 la front of hie reetaurant* He want 
oa to tell the aanager,  , vhSt do you think X went to war for 9 and 
about he being an Aaeriean and about hie right to be trea ted fairly* 
The next day the alga waa taken off* 1 

Veterans Organisationi 

*K *You know the nisei veterans ought to join sosw vetera na organi-
sation* But I don't think we ought to form a segregated unit, 
tfe ought to Join an organisation already establishsd by  hakujfca* 
I hasr that the AVO la very good*• 

ef 

When I mentionsd the Oathay Legion Poet Im which aany nia el veterana 

are aeabers, he aaidi 

"Ah—that*. (vey disgustedly). That*a nothing but a gambl ing 
joint* Furthermore, I don't like the American Legion* The y were 
againet ue throughout the war.* 

When asked why he didn't make any effort to join an org anisation, 

he etatedt 

"Hr brother-in-law and X alwaye talked about joining veta ana 
organisation, but X don't know we never did. X don't know, X'a 
not sure about whether X should or should not join aa organ isation. 9 
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Silver Dollar Hotel —Tosh Mamiya  T#  ?at»u»hlro ^ 

To* h âmiya and Paul Hoehias, aa a»-partners, took over ths o peration 

and ownership of tht Sllvar Dollar Hotel, located at 13 60 Lawrence 3tret, 

In wkam aftar they left the relocation center. They ware i n P 0eton 

relocation center* Paul le now la 3en Dl«go back la hie ol d job ae radio 

operator on a fishing boat. Toeh le aanaging the hotel , but they still 

•alntaln their partnership of the hotel* 

While Yoeh and Paul were in the aray the past two years unti l July 

of thie year (1946), Toeh'a parents operated the hotel. J uet recently 

Ioeh*e parents took over the operation of another hote l on Larimer etreet, 

near 20th etreet, and live there. 

The Hotel: 

The hotel wae formerly the biggest and moet famed hot»« o f  proetituti<*  . 

Tosh informed that the whole district on Lawrence Street w ae a "Red Light 

District* having about 20 houses of prostitution. Ewsjy o ther night or 

eo some eauoaslan drops in to inquire If there Si t any g irls doing business. 

Tort» statsd when he first took over the hotel he ueed t o look the front 

door so hs won't be bothered by undesirable visitors. Howe ver, the polioe 

foreed hi» to keep the front door unlocked all the tine. He stated this 

was probably due to firs hasard regulations* 

About the tine tosh and Paul took over the hotel In 194$ the city 

government began cracking down on prostitution and cleane d out the whole 

Laweenoc street "skidrow*. Proa all indication« it appear s that ths gov't 

did an effective job. 

The hotel hae about 17 rooms, but only 14 or 15 are actually  rented 

out* Tosh and his partner's (Paul Hoshi) brother occupy o ne room, which 

was occupied by Toeh'e parents until recently when they mevsd to their 

own hotel on Larimer street* One room was formerly occupie d by the 

»Silver Dolls Sewing Salon* which was operated by Toeh'e m arried deter 
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Slrer Bollar Hotel -*ro«h Maaiya 7« Tateuehlro 

The Hotel (continuad) 

and another rilllv«. They eloeed up ehop about three week » ago, and 

Yoeh *e  aarrlad eleter and har hueband laft for 3an Diego where the y ara 

11 ing with the huaband  *a  paréala« The# huafcand of Yoeh'a «iet«r la a 

•ataran, who epent aany aonthe In the hoepltal aa* baaauaa of «oaplleatlon» 

reaultlng trm aa appentaetongr perfoawd «hile ha wae ln eerrlee* 

.There are eooe oauoaalaxia Ur tm 1« the hotel but aaat of the tenante 
and 

ara nleel // leeel. The re ara about 20 to 25 people ln a ll Hving here. 

Slnae the tim Toeh and Paul took ovar the operation af th e hotel, 

they haré r«novatad the hotel acopíately. They heve 1 nat allad an alr-

eonáltlonlng «yeten to the heatlng «y«te» already eeta bliehed* The plaee 

ln general la very alean and nleely kept up* The roo«« are aleanad erery 

day. It le ginerally regarded by the Japanvee aa the beet Japañeee~operated 

hotel, The ratea are nonlnal ranglng froa $1*̂ 0 per night p er  rom to 

$2«30* Stt Tj>e hotel le alnoat alvay« filiad to eapaelty» 
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Ylsltsd Mr« Jsmss Curtis» formsr Denver Relocation Offi cer» tonight 

at his hom* Mr* Curtis is s nan of about 55 years of ago* who  is dseply 

intersstsd in ths Japanese problem* He didn't impress me as on who hasany 

partioular outstanting ab lilt lee • but he did impress me  as ons with sincere 

and dssp convictions about the Japanese problem* lie lev ee to talk but 

hie spsseh is very dry and drawneut* 

Attitude toward evacuation! 

Curtis tksmjk»  felt  very strongly that the evacuation wae a big 

mletakc* m- is very intsrsstsd in sselng the wrong recti fied* He inquired 

if there were any Federal Jobs available in connection wi th aeeletlng the 

cvaeucee reesttle or claiming lceeee they euffered* 

Economic status of eyauacj 

Curtis fslt that ths evacuees in Denver base adjusted ve ry well» 

economically speaking* He spoke of the numerous busine ss establishsd 

by ths evaaueee* However» because he felt that many »ore evacuees will 

return to California add that the Jepaneee community wil l shrink con* 

eider ably more»  many  of  the Japansse business which are catering mainly 

to Japameec will gradually go out of bueineee* Eepeciall y Japanese food 

stores and restaurants» he thought would not all be able t o continue 

if the trend toward returning to California continuee* 

He spoke of the farmers who are experiencing * hard time tryin g to 

cope with the eevcre Colorado climate* He thought meet o f the farmsre 

will leave first» if they haesn't lift already* 

actum to Gallfornia 

He called my attention to hie final report in which he a *ft*e*x*kft* 

predicted that the population here will continue to decre aee considerably 

thie year* He thinks this trend toward returning to Cal ifornia will continue 

until next spring (1947) when the population will level  off* 
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as turn to California (eontiiaied) 

In explaining tha reaeon for thia trend toward returnin g to California 

he thought the main influencing fiaator wae psychologica l in nature» that 
or have been prohibited 

ie people want to do what they are tei* prohibited/??®*» d oing* Beeeaee 

they were denied freedom to return to California during the war and are 

not permitted to do so« he thought  many  people are just returning to 

California just beoauee they ean do so« Be thought many of them are Its** 

having a harder time there in trying to get a house and a job than they 

are here or in the &ait* Further» many of them have nothing t o go baek 

to but are going baek any way« 

He is very interested in makiî  a etudy of the adjustment th e retumi% 

evaeueee are making In California* 

He referred me to hie final report of early thie yemt {1946) in whiah 

he estimated the the papulation  f or  Denver aounty and eountiee of Adama» 

Jeffereon» and Arapahoe to be about 7300« He thought the preeent popula-

tion la now only one-half of that« By  fcprlng  of W he thought the 

population would am even be emaller than the present* 

elooatlon proHemc in Denver —Discrimination 

Curtis related amny stories about  fcka  the aasistanee hie office gave 
I  :  

to evacuee reeettlere* He related of how two young nise i attempted to 

enroll at Aurora High School and were bluntly turned awa y by the school 

euperviaor who called the city police aa* believing that  the two nisei 

were escapedprisoners* from the nearby Granada "internm ent camp»« The 

relocation office upon hearing of this incident made arr ange me nte for the 

nleel to enroll at Vie inglcwood High school whoee princip al waa very friendly 

and welcomed the nisei ae he had had other nisei students f or many yeare* 

In the end the Aurora  High,  School eupervieor called Hr* Curtis and apologised« 
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He also rslatsdths story of how a alsel eoupls found a houe e for 

rent near the Methodist Churoh to will oh he (Ourtie) belong ed* He sailed 

the minister of the ehuroh and explained the problsn to  him*  The  sinister *e 

first reaetion was ''why does he (nisei) want to live 4n t his district fort* 

Mr* Curtis went iato a long explanation about the nieei ri ght to live 

anywhere he wanted to, etc* e te* and with mueh delight ¡4r . Curtis related 

how he got the minister on hie Side and press hing about minori ty rights 

in Sunday sermone. 

Ir» Ourtie explained that trying to combat dlserlmi«felon  was a long 

and tedious process* and that one had to be pstlsnt*sn iáx*aakxs&x** 

Attitude of the Communi tyt 

Mr» Curtis thought that the attitude of the larger comm unity new was 

one of indifference« He thought the change of editorial p ersonnsl and 
is toward 

policy in the Denver Poet/definitely contributing Ü west ing a favorable 

attitude among the public* 

) 
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Visited Berry and Bob Kohama at their apartment (Mo. 2) 

located at 1944 Larloer Street, phone KB 9474« 

Background & Familyi 

Harry Kohamai 24 years; single; discharged from army in 
July 1946| working at a Denver furniture 
company; served 27 months in army* 

Bob Kohamai 22 years; single; discharged from army in 
February, after serving about two years; 
working at toner's Xne* In the egg distribu-
tion department• 

Parents! Both parents are living in Ft* Lupton, In Gov't 
Labor eamp, homes #40* They are farm laborers« 
Right now Father is in Denver working in some 
restaurant as eook, as there is no farm work due 
to the reeent severe hail storm which wiped out 
the farm erope^v 

Slbbllngs! There are l̂ shildren all below Harry and Bob, 
the youngest* being 2 years old* All living 
with parents in Ft* Lupton« 

. There does not seem to be a very eloee tie between the two 

boys (Harry & Bob) and their family« When I commented that i t was 

a hardship on them to be separated from their family, Bob, y ounger 

of the two and more articulate than Harry, stated, "Oh, no, w e 

visit them every so often« Tf  When I asked where htx thiir father 

was working, Bob said: "Oh, eomewhe e in town at some restaur ant, 

but X don f t know exactly where«" 

Brlor to evacuation, the Kohamas lived in fHntere, Califo n la, 

in the Sacramento Valley region* The parents worked as farm l aborers 

on an eprioot farm* With seven children (the youngest was born 

in Amaohe eamp) to support, and only one or two breadwinne rs In 

the family, the family must have struggled to eke out an exis tence« 

Even at present the family Is struggling for a livelihood, a lthough 

with the two oldeet boys, now returned from the army, wor king It 

must not be as hard as prior to evaeuatlon* 
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The family waa evacuated to Xereedea Assembly can ar abo ut 

May, 1942, Than about September, 1942, they reevaeuated to the 

Granada Relocation center <Amache). Both Harry and Bob wa re 

inducted into the army in early 1944« The family left Amaehe 

and reaettled in Ft, Lapton in 1945» 

Harry 1a Occupations 

Harry,the older of the two, la working for a furniture 

I children 1 a)  atore in town (located about 2000 block on 15 atreet 

I  think) *  There are 4 or 6 other nlael working in the aame place* 

Hie relatione with hia employer la wary good* Asked about fctat 

wagea paid there, he atated, "Oh, not mueh." He eeema to be 

fairly aatiafled in hia Job, although it vee apparent tha t he 

2 8 5 ' i n s t f M J * * * ***** b e # n - o r k l n « 
Bob's Occupaticmi 

Bob worka in the egg division of *)i Toner'a Inc. which la 

a diatributor for various other food producte, as mayonaia e, eta. 

In the egg diviaion there are about 30 employees, of thia num ber 

25 are laael and niael both men and women* Aa yet the iaeel and 

niaei are non-union merab ra, although there has been aome talk 

about forming a CIO union* He informed hat the nlael-laael 

relatione with the employer la very good* Aeked about the wa gea 

paid. Bob atated, "fery cheap." Asked about wheth r he inte nded, 

to eontinne working there/ Bob atated he would like to get out  of 

the plaee aa "I don't aee any future working there»" Ha la sa tisfied 

to the extant that the  J 6b  paye hia aome a>rt of income. He haa 

been working here ever elnee hia Aiaeharge in February 19 4«* 
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Sfruslnffl 

Both Harry and Bob live together in a one-room apartment 

loeated on the seeond floor* The buildings in this district on 

Larimer Street are all old» m d the distriet is m m m t the wors t 

business area intown* The room has a double bed whieh is ab out 

to fallapart, an old dresser, a table, few ohairs» an open clc mst» 

and a gas range (stove)« Bob and Harry eat out tm for breakfas t 

and supper, but they prepare their own lunehes whieh they ta& e 
h  - \ 

to work wlththem* Th«̂ /prepare the lunehes the night befor e* 

The room is fair lneise» not too crowded or too spaelous* Th e 

hallway leading to their  roost  which is in the eorner, was so dark 

that X oouldn 11 see the number on their room* The roomls . / 

definitely unsatisfactory or sub-standard»and only bec ause the 

two are young and not inclined to be too particular are they 

satisfied with their housing* 

Social contacts 

Both boys are extremely shy» Harry more than Bob, and reserve » 

but they are extremely friendly and likeable as one gets to  know 

them* They have very few close friends»and in general pal aro und 

togeeher* When asked what they did during their leisure» *) u* Bob 

said»  N0h» go to the movies»*«!  guees• that»*4bout  all** 1 They are the 

very weXX liked by the wife of/manager with whom X had a shor t chat* 

They are not mentoers of the JACL» but X met them at the rec ent 

J ACL quarterly meeting held on September 20 th* Aside from ta lking 

to me at the meeting they kept very muchto themselves* Their farm 

background probably aeeounts for their shyness. 
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JACL 

Asked about what they thought of J ACL  lngeneral ,  both of thdsi 

apjr oved the JACL aad it's policies. As Bob said: 

"I think JACS has done a lot for the Japanese. They 
have helped us invarioua ways. I think their policies 
are okay* *..* 

WI know overseas we used to read the Pacific Citizen. I 
enjoyed reading the papqr. Some of the boys were opposed 
to.  JACL but they read the  pqp er.  They gall d the paper 
'Propaganda paper 9* * 

Bob became an associate member of JACL while he was oversea* !, 
but he claims he is not an official member at present. Nei ther 

is Harry a member at present. Neither of them could quite ex plain 

they weren 11 members  WOOL at present. At toast they are interested 

in the organisation, as indicated by their  pr  esence at the last 

JACL quarterly meeting* 

Army Experiences 

Asked if they benefited in any way from their army experie nce, 

Bob statedi "Well, at least we had a chance to see Europe. 
Probably we wouldn't have this chance if we hadn't 
been inthe army* ••••I don't regret having served 
in the army. ....I guess tf we didn't have to serve 
we might have gone ahead further in our Jobs and 
education...but I don't know. n 

Veterans Organisation! 
what 

Bob and Harry were some/indifferent to joining a vetwrans or ga-

nization* They mentioned the Cathay Legion Post. Asked if t hey 

had been asked to Join this organization,they said •'Mo 11. If they 

were to Join a unit, the;? would prefer to join a non-segrega ted 

veterans organization* They casually mentioned AVC as a goo d outfit 

to join. 

P* 4 
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a 

Educations 

Both Harry and Bob have graduated from  high,  school. Asked 

if they had ever thought about eontin ing their education, B ob 

stateds "Yes, I'd like to take advantage of the GI Bill of 
Rights and go to school* .....i»d like to take up 
bookkeeping or accounting. Don't you think there 
4ve many opportunities in this line*" 

Harry was  na  indecisive about whether he wanted to continue 

school or not. ne Is 24 years of age, and probably feels that 

he is a bit old to go to school. 

impressions; 

Both Bob and Harry are not completely satisfied/ with their 

social and economic status. They are mentally unsettled as t o 

what they want to do in the near future. Their jobs are merely 

something that provides them an ineome. Although they seem to 

be detached fromtheir family, it seems that they contribut e to 

their support and they do feel some obligation and responsi bility 

in this respect. 

Socially, they seem to be maladjusted. Their shyness has 

hindered their association with other people, the Japane se community 

snd the larger community. However, they seem to be relativ ely 

happy Inthelr limited social sphere. 
my 

They seemed rather shy about/visiting their family in Ft. L uptan 

when I make the rural study. This Is probably due to the fac t they 

are ashamed that their family ± m merib  era are farm hands and they are 

not having an easy time  ak  maintaining a livelihood. 
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Tonight I attended a masting of the young peopled group c omposed 

strictly of nisei of the Coaaunity Methodist Church. The meeting was held 

at the hose of Rev. and Mrs. K. Sasaki« between 8 and XI p. m. There ware 
Citiaen 

about 10 in all that attended. Bill Hoeakawa, Faoific/Oo lumnist and Denver 

Poet staff member, was the principal speaker. Hie topic wa s Irapreesioaa 

of the Nisei*. Min  Yasui,  JACL Tri-State regional representative, wae 

also prssent* Othere who attended and whom I remember are i 

Miae Yosh Arikit chairman* beauty chop operator* Daaveri te. 
Mr. Jamea Kirayamat Church leaden niaei who is leaving D enrer 

to re-resettle in Palo Alto, California, hie 
former home town. 

Joe Arikit grad. of college, majored in sociology; about 22 yre» 
interested in working for welfare dept. here for a while 

thhn do graduate work in sociology* Denverite. 
Carl Amanot 5 yre at College of Mines in Colorado, dropp ed out 

recently because of poor eyesight! Operates family gift 
•hop «ailed *Dragon Gift Shop* at 6f5 15 at. (between 
California and Walton) Dinverite. 

Charles Kamayateuf forwr Los Angeles  resident I  older nieeij 
very jovial individual»very intelligent} works at a 
mountain resort as butler on wsekende. Hot known what 
hfts regular work is. 

I didn't have a/ chance to talk very long with any of the girle ae 

they were busy serving food or preparing it in the kitch en. 

The principal participants in the discuseion were Bill Hosakawa, 

Min Yasui, Yosh Ariki (Hiss), Charles Kamsyateu, and myself . Bill first 

gave a kfcEhalf~hour or ao informal talk. 

successful Adjustment in D#e Moinss: 

Bill epoke about the 200 or 2^0 ndLesi and isssi in Dss Moin ss, Iowa, 

who have euceecefully adjusted tfaemeelvea in their new  community. He 

illustrated thie by citing WMeroue caeee of which he personall y know. 

Re pointed out that ths problam there of aseisdHUon wae n't as great 

as say Denver or Chicago, because the population of the J apanese was 

relfcttvely wall. However, he fslt very strongly that ths suacsse there 

was largely  due to the fact that the individual niaei or ieeei made  a 



ASSIMILATION 
'4««ting of Christian Your̂  People 

P. 2 
Dearer 

Sap k6 
T* Yatauahiro 

Successful Adjuatmeat in Dae Moines (continued) 

an individual effort to integrate him or bereelf into the c omsaunity* The 

various church and eivie organisations wsrs of great help in general» but 

In sotas inetaaees thsae sympathetic organisations wsr s a hlndranee toward 
on assisting 

nisei assimilation dus to thsir overs ẑ hasis/atxsanaUt ltag the nisei* 

Assimilation an Individual Matters 
was 

Bill main's thesis ft that organising eagregatsd niesl or issei organ!-

aation is a hindrance toward speedy assimilation* Hs fe lt that the sooner 

the nisei dissociated hi see If from the Japanese comm unity and Japanese 

organization and lost his identity (mentally) as a Japane se» and the/tf sooner 

the nisei found employment among Caucasians and with Cau casians, the bsttsr 

will It be for the nisei in thsir quest tm toward assim ilation» 

Min Taaui disaggsed on this point and stated i 

*But Sill» you must remember that tjers are 110,000 Ja panese in 
America, and that not all of them, in fact ve*y few, ean break 
away fVocodHw rest of the Japanese people and xsmut succe ssfully 
assimilate themselves &a among Caucasians* •«••• 
yyf̂-rfc  iin  ft  what 

"The Nisei, in general, still need the aasistanes of som e organisa-
tion to help them aa in this procsss of aa becoming assim ilated* 

"You know what the objective of the J AOL la» iejf are tryi ng to work 
oureelvse out of a job as fast as we ean* 
"No one will question the  fact that we as nisei, a minority people» 
are still experiencing discrimination« In ordsr to combat this 
there get to be some organisation representing the nisei* An indi-
vidual nisei just can't fight the battle himself.* 

Effect of Hslocation Center Life on Assimilations 

Yosh Ariki raised the point whether the confinement in rel ocation 

centers was not a barrier or s retarding factor in the pro cess of nisei 

assimilation» Bill replied hs didn't think so, that prior t o evacuation 

the Japansss on the west Ooafct wsrs confined in thsir own Japanese commu-

nities and activities and thjry were going round and round in a vicious 

circle without an opportunity to break away from Japane ae ties and establish 

themselves la the Caucasian communitlss« Hs thought if anything the  xalasa-
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Effect of Relocation Center Life (continued) 

relocation center experience provided an outlet, throug h the disperaci 

policy expounded by the WHA, to the nisei in becoming mo re readily assimi-

lated in the America society* 

jgggf to work with other Minority 3roups 

Min Tesai raised the point that the nisei as a group oû ht to be 

represented in activities Involving minority groups in general« He men-

tioned the FEPC as a program in which the nisei definitely ought to be 

actively interested and ought to work hand in hand with othe r minority 

feroupe* Bill Hosakawa was not in complète agreement, but he thou ght there 

ought to be some form of cooperation on all the various mi nority groups« 

ÉM Wm • ' * 

Min Tasui raised a very interesting point with regard to how the 

nisei should conduct themselves from now« 

•Hot only because wa are a minority group but becauee it la 
human nature, we ought to be a little better than the other 
fellow—maybe 10$ better* ***•« 
"As a minority people faced with problems of akin color an d 
oriental features, we face more obstacles than the ordina ry 
eauoaaian. That is why ws must always tiyrtwtemiittii 

exert a little more effort than other guy In ofcdor to keep 
with him* We can't just alt batic and be contented with be ing 
an aveaage American. 1 

3111 Hosakawa strongly disagreed with thie point of view stating 

thfct we ought to very quietly talee/ our various place in t he American 

eoMety and in general try to become an average American* 

Forced assimilation not desirable 

Bill spoke very critically of the constant pressure put o n ty 

interested individuals and organisation on the nisei tow ard beccali« 

assimilated* He attributed the unsettledneas and frustra tion being experienced 

by many  ni eel  largely to the forcing of assimilation down the nise i throat. 

He again reiterated his belief that assimilation is an i ndividui matter* 



Denver 
ASSIMILATION  25 Sep  46 
feting of Christian Young People ?. Yatsushiro 

Assimilation Ur,iejy | Mental State? 

Aev. K. Sasaki felt that the process of assimilation wa s largely a 

aental process* Bill steaid to have concurred In this*  X  raised in ary 
a 

objection etatlng that it was not only/mental but Just a e important a 

behavioral process. 1 pointed out the fact that a  aaaxmajt  nisei stay  tui 

think be Is happily assimilated beoaues he la accepted by hie aa&kk 

bore, but if be bebasse largely la the ways and custom of th e Japanese, ae 

speaking Japanese only lnetead of Eaglieh, etc, hs cann ot be regarded as 

being assimilated in the Amsrlcan society* 

Cultural Contribution to Amariea 

Hev* Sasaki asksd ae nisei sfoat can we do In way of contri buting to 

American culture. 3111 replied he thought it wasn't neee ssary for the nisei 

to be thinking in terse of * What contributions can J make to American cultus?* 

but that he ought to take his place In the caucasian co mmunity and just 

become one of then* 

Mlis Yaeui felt that the nisei, being of Japanese ancest ry, ean contribute 

to American culture in eons ways* He cslated that Mack Ea eton* Colorado 

U* sociologist, had talked on  Amor lean  Cultural Heterogeneity at the 

sityftide conference sponsored by the Denver Social Ag encies, end had 

explained that culture and world civilisation had alway s advanced, new 

Inventions had always tesa emsrgad when various cultures d iffused with 

each other* He thought the nieci In some «sail way can mak e s me kind 

of contribution to America. He related how the JACL, Den ver chapter, Is 

planning to eponeor the art work of a Colorado nieei in a pu blic exhibit* 

m said he hadn't heard of this nisei artist» but becauee he thought it 

wae a step  toward the rigjht direction  fen  the matter of nisei contribution 

to American culture the  JACL  ehf̂ ter here ie going to sponsor this nlsei'e 

art work* 
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g«HOTa%xftiatr,ttii»tif,aaxkaxJaMOtiaa  Nissl  in  a Transition Bsriod 

I  stated  that for  this  pre  sent  genu ration  *e  nisei are not  going  to bo  able 

to lose »owe of our identity &« Japanese, as having Jap anese physical 

features and  tossing  carrying  fcfcx  with us sons of tbs influence of our 

loss! parents. Our children and their children will not ha ve as difficult 

a time as we have had and sill continue to base with res psot to aasiailation. 

I further stated that we should never be a chained of tfe a our Japanese 

ancestry or our Japanese feature e t  because we arc Africans in our thinking 

and our behavior and America 1« composed of various raci al and cultural 

¿roups* 

Impressionst 

The nesting in general was very stimulSing and lively, alt hough 

about half of ths group did not actively partieipats in ths discussion* . 

Mia Yasui and Bill Hosakawa wsre on ths oppoeits sides of the fsnos on nu^ 

of the issues discussed*  0111 is aisvld proponent of the theory that ths 

nisei ought to become assimilated on an Individual basie WjLthout too wok 

class a tis with ths Japanese community and organlstioi w* Min on the/ 

othsr hand  flsels  that ths cdLssl in gsnernl arc not prepared to undertake 

ths task of assimilation individually« that an organisati on like J ACL is * 

essential to assist the nisei at present* 

?oeh Arlki and Mln Yasui wsrs interested in enumerating ths ways 

in which ths proesss of assimilation can be accelerated, w hils Sill felt 

that ths evening's ass ting s u x m S should not bs devot ed to solving problems 

buct merely discussing them. 
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Modern Food Products Co»—Ed. Matsuda T.Yatsushiro 

Lunch was had with Mr. Edward Matsuda, one of three partner s 

operating the Modern Food Products Co., today at the Manohu G rill. 

Personal Motes? 

Ed is an issei of about 44 ytars of age. He was born in 

Osaka, Japan, and came to America in 1924 and has been living 

in U.S. ever since. He speaks very good English with very li ttle 

accent, and can easily pass am an older nisei. He is very frie ndly 

and epeaka very freely. He is married to a nisei girl. 

Prior to the evacuation he worked for a Japanese produce 

firm in Los Angeles for many years* Firm was located to 7th 
a " ' � ' . * 

Street.  :j 

Modern Food Products Co* J 

This firm is strictly a whole sale establishment for Japane se 

food products or a Japanese food  broJs  r* The firm is owned and 

operated by *es Gypma, ftishi {1 think), and £d Matsuda* Wes Oyama 

is the ¿km biggest investor having established the firm i n 1942 

whenhe voluntarily evacuated from San Francisco* Ed was in 

Htart Mt. relocation center in early 1944 when he was urged to 

come out to Denver to assist wes Oyama. He has been Denver eve r 

eince. 

Thie firm p handles Japanese food products manufactured 

in Denver and distributes them to retail stores througho ut the 

U.S. end Hawaii. Hawaii is one of their biggest custossrs . 

Mot only do they ship out food from Denver, but they handle 

Japanese food products manufactured vlsewhsre and distrib utes 

them in Denver* 
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Modern Food (eontinned) 

Sd. took me to his business establishment located at 103 ftasee 

Market, phone TA 8191 • It is loaated in the heart of Denver's 

mm uf acturlng m d wholesaling center. I no tided brewing co mpanies, 

a dry lee company, warehouses, and various other wholesale business 

establishments« Modern Food rents a number of warehouse s in which 

they store their eaaed food products. 

Business Prospects 

£d stated that his firm is doing fairly well, although not 

as well aa a year or two ago when they had the bueiness of the 

various relocation centers* 
.. . . ' food 

when asked what the prospects were for Japanese/business in 

Denver, he thought, that they would be good for 2 or 3 more y ears 

after which Japanese food pro duets from Japan will replac e the 

loaal businesses* fie said he had heard some people say prosp ects 
food 

for Japansse/business in Denver were good only for another y ear, 

Alle eome returning nisei GIs from Japan seem to think that 

prospects were good for 5 more years* He believes however, that 

when Japanese food produced in Japan ix begin to be shipped t o 

U.S. regularly in large quantities loaal Japanese food b usiness 

iskaia «atsxaaat( manufacturing)  will go out of business* He feels 

loaal products can't compare with food produced in Japa n. 

He info  s m d  that he and his partners are thinking of enter-

ing the import-expcr t business with Japan aa soon as tradin g with 

Japan la permitted. Wee Oyama, one of the partners, is now 

stationed in San  F r a n c i s c o  representing their firm. 
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Incoporatlng Modern Food 

£d informed that he and his two oth r partners are thinkin g 

of incorporating their firm. He etated there are numerous ad-

wantages in this especially wlthrespect to the p* ment of in come 
tmx * etated on a coporation basis the tax is only about  '6b% 

to  40%  , but on their present partnership basis their income 

tax run tip to 70$. 

Japanese Food Processors 
^^ .  ''  1  Pickli 
Ed took me on a abort  £x±fuc visit to the Rocky Mountain ^ 

Company located at ftftfrfti nifftjflpttt 

1225 Wasee Street (phone CH 0066) and Denver Seawee* Company 

located at 1416 Blake Street (CH 7866). He introduced me to 

Mr. Johnny Miyasaki, operator of the Pickle Co., and Mrs. Oku no 

wil0se  bueband operates the seaweed company. Separate reports 

on thee e two visit will be made. 

After VIA ting theee two food companies, Ed remarked to 

me on the car, "These operators are Just ehlrota (amateurs) * 

Impressions* •/ - • 
da 

Ed Matsu/ls one of the big businessmen in Denver. His 

firm *pp ars o be operating very successfully. Realizing the 

shortcomings of locally processed Japanese food produces , he end 

his partnere ere preparing for the time when Japmeee food p roduced 

in Japan begin to arrive in U.S. and to replace local process ors. 
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Visited the Raicy Mt. Pickle Company with Edward Matsuda 

of the Modern Pood Products acting as my guide. The fl m is 

located at 1225 Wazee Street (phone CH 0066). Met the operat or, 

Mr. Johnny Mlyazakl, an isael of about 55 years of age, who wa s 

not disposed to talking very freely. Johnny was formerly a 

farmer in the Ouadalupe region In California. 

The factoryi 

The factory covers the street floor of a big brick buildi ng. 

There were about a dozen workers, most of whom were lssel women. 

The food that was being processed mmm was a vegetable of the 

cucumber family (uri).  The  raw vegetable is first out in half, 

the seed  tin  en out, and compressed in several huge barrels contain* 

ing a vinegar*sugar»salt*water solution. The vegetable is allowed -

to stand In these barrels for several days. They they are t aken 

out and made ready for packing. They are packed in a small 

wooden fcarrel  which probably holds about 15 gallons or water. 

The vegetable, now pickled, is packed very tightly with a b y-product 

(kagu actually, which is made from soy beans originally). 

It is really a bean paste which is supposed to further cure the 
and covered 

pickled vegetables. The filled/barrel is then permitted to 

stand for several days before they are ready for shipment to the 

wholesaler (Modem Pood Products  Co.)  .texrttirtbeitaridta 

The work is allhand labor and is a slow process.  i 8 

believed that their production Is very great. 

iBipressloiisg 

As Edward Matsuda stated with the arrival of Japanese foo d 

processed InJapan this factory will go out of business,bu t this will 

not be for a couple of years probably. 
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Yatai  shir o 

Edward Mateuda of Modern Food Product a took me on a visit 

to the Denver seaweed Products Company located at 1416 Blak e 

Street (GH 7866)* The firm Is load» ed in the Denver mark et 

area «die re numerous wholesale firms are located. Mr* Oku no, 

the proprietory was out hut X was introduced to his wife who 

was busy cutting up already processed seaweed* 

The Factory* 

Se awe eft  ix  ( nori* ln Japanese) Is a very popular Japanese 

food* It Is generally used In making sushi, which Is rice w ith 

other food products (as fish, egg, meat, or vegetables) ln th e 

center all rolled up in the dried and flattened out seaweed * 

Hftshl is a delicacy usually served at p&rtlai or special o cca-

sions* The finished product looks black and as thin and as big 

as ordinary typing paper* The finished seawee  i  product is used 

In other ways also* 

This firm buys raw aeaweed which Is dried and packed In 

huge sacks fromthe the West Coast* The Modern Food Produ cts 

handles this distribution of the raw products» as well as t he 

'  finished or processed product that the firm puts out* 

The raw and dried seaweed is first boiled thoroughly ln 

a huge boiler* Then the mass of the boiled seaweed is imk allo wed 

to cool in a container. The the seaweed Is dipped out and plac ed 

on a wooden tray wtfcfcx which has wax paper. The workers wit h the 

use of * tool used k? in masonry spreads the seaweed/thin ov er 

the wax paper in an oblong &ape. The wooden tray withthe eeaweed 

spread thin on it is taken to a drying section and placed on 

shelves. There were rows and rows of thSse trays»  njgfcliSttl "ly 

very 
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whloh were being dried. There were two huge eleetrie fans 

whichwere being ueed In the drying process* After the/f̂  se aweed 

is dried they are taken off the trays and the wax paper separa ted. 

These are then eut into varying si see and paekaged in wax paper 

ready for easing and shipment to the wholesaler (Modern F ood 

Products)* 

works  rs; 

There were about a do sen workere Inthe factory, all of wh oa 
and an leeel man* 

were women except one nisei fellow/ Most of the women were nisei. 

Productions 

The factory is relatively small in size and output. It is not 

believed they are faced with a demand that they are not a ble to 

meet* 

Imnresslonsi 

As Ed Mat su da (my guide) stated I believe that this fact ory 
$ -

will probably continue to operé e successfully for a few mo re 

years, but when Japanese food products commence to be Impor ted 

from Japan it will probably go out of business due to deman d 

for products processed in Japan* 
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Had lunoh with Mas Takata, owner and manager of the Universa l 

Radio Service, located at 1108 18th Street, phone  fcE  3910* Ate 

at the SaraahJLna Hoodie Parlor, 2154 Larimer St. Mas's fri end, 

Sam Sakamoto, an ilderly issel who operfced a radio shop in t he 

San Francisco area before the war and who speaks good Engli sh, 

Joined us* Sam uses Mas*s shop as his headquarters. Sam 1« t he 

Denver agent for  Jap  anese records which come from California. 

Sam is a nisei of about  50 years of age, Ismarried,» d has 

two children, ages 5 and 3. He lives with his immediate fami ly 

in a house which he bought a few yeara ago and which is loca ted 

in North Denver where a number of other nisei families are li ving. 

fie has some relatives here in Denver. 

He came to Denver in early 1944 and has been here since. 

Just prior to this he was In Chicago for about a year. Prior to 

this he was incarcerated in *ka Amache, Granada relocatio n center. 

He hails from the San Jose region. 

Business! 

He owns and manages the Universal Hadio Service,  which is 

located on the periphery of the main Japanese business dis trict. 

He has two nisei working for him. 

Most of his trade ia with caucasiana, but he has a good deal 

of Japanese trade. He stated his relations withthc Caucas ians 

have been very good. He has not experienced any unpleasantn ess 

with his Caucasian customers or the larger commuhlfcy ingen eral. 

He is quite happy in his business. He stated he is kept 

quite busy, and that It is necessary to have two nisei hel pers. 

Neighboring shops are all Caucasian operated and he is on ver y 

Family k Background 
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Business; 

friendly temas with an immalAae/ oaueaelan shop operator« 

From alllndieatlons he tm appears to he quite well adjusted 

from an eeonomie standpoint* 

Housings 

He info mas d that he  kmA  bought a house when he fi st came 
where 

here* fíe lives not very far fros/aeorge Ohashi (hair styli st) 

lives in the  fiorth  Denver area* This Is largely a Caucasian 

residential district with a number of Italian/ residents * 

Social Activity: 

He bel nge to the Denver J ACL and appears to be fairly active * 

He tKM supplied the F*A* system at the reeent J ACL quarter ly meeting 

and he was there himself to op rate It* The P*A* was used Jos 

during the social dance hour* 

Other than the J ACL he ¿at does not belong to or iqáetlve in 

any organization* 

He likes fishing and informed that he goes fishing practic ally . 

every Sunday with his friends* 

He doee not have too many intimate nisei or Issei friends» 

and doesn't seem to go around with them too much* 

It was not learned whether he Is a Christian or a Buddhls t b ut 

he stated he doesn*t go to ehureh* A 

Impressions t 

Mas app ars to be quite well-adjusted In the Japanese and 

larger community. He has a good job, his own house» his fami ly is 

intact, and his relations ith caucasiana and Japanese are go od* 

He will probably be In Denver for several years if not perm anently* 
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(Insuance agent-accountant) 

On tha invitation of Mlt a &anefco, Occidental life  insurai  ee 

•gent arid private accountant, I vid ted their home located 

at *• 1669 Erie Street, (north) Denver, phone GRand 5000* 

The visit which began with dinner at 6i30 and ended at two 

o'clock the next morning was interrupted at varioue stages b y 

various events* immediately after dime r a Pete Furuta (b rother 

of businessman George Furuta) and hi a wife and family pl us 

hie brother's (George) children all made »surprise visit* 

The house was a madji house for about an hour with the children 

running, screaming, playing, e c* After they & ft Mlta had to 

do an errand on which I accompanied him and during which he 

decided to fix his ear headlight a aad this took over li hou rs* 

A revisit by Fete puruta and aviait by another friend result ed 

in a talk about fiahing* A  n Gin Rummy*  xaaautA  card game enauetf 

and took aome time* The short time In which Mits Kaneko and 

wife and myself were left alone was largely spent in remini scing 

about our Poeton camp daya* From this dlseusslonand at vario ue 

tlmea during the evening a good deal waa learned about Mits m d 

his family* 

Family* 
Father! Mite Kaneko, about 30 yeara of age* 
Mothers Alice K«$ about 27 years of age* 
Children! Mich-an, daughter, 5 years of age, born in Poeton * 

Darrel, aon, 10 months old 9 born in Denver* 
e 

Houelngi 

The family livea in a rather old one-etory woodas-frasad 

house* There la a basement which has been fixed up into a 

regular apartment and  ttfctefcx  Mrs* M*e married brother and family 

live here* There  fcre  two bedrooms» which are rather small, 



I V  2 

IXSBI BUSINESS*** 26*5!« d* 
Visit with «its Kaneko T.rlllnZro 

Housing* (continued) 

ft dinftng-Hvirxg room combination, kitchen and batch. Th e 

dining room section is  xnz  used ** as Mits'office. The house 

is very simply furnished. There is a piano. 

The^ family is now purchasing the house on installment 

plan. The house is rather inconveniently located in that i t 

situated n at the extreme angle of a street "fork« and con se-

quently ear traffic passes both the front and the backof the 

houee. to There le a street ear line on the street facing the 

back of the house. 
e 

Because of the * e of the house and its  t n u x  undesirable 

located the prioe Mite hed to pay for the house is probabl y not 

very much. The neighborhood Is mainly Caucasian with many 

Italians. 

The house location le Just a little north of the Japanese 

business district aoross the Platte Kiver. This district w as 

tabbed a poor housing district by a housing survey made se veral 

years ago, as I recall it. 

Economic Adjustment> 

Hits isboth an aeoountant and an insurance saleeman. Be 

lookeafter the booke of several small firms and his inco me from 

this occupation is probably greater than that from his ins uranee 

busineee. He ±m le an agent of the Occidental Life Ineuranee. 

Up until about a year ago, Kite worked for the OEM which was 

transferred to the Treaeurf/ Dept. He worked for OEM «id 

Treasury Dept. from 1943, when he  3s  ft Porton  camp,  and until 

a year ago. He has been at hlspreeent  jots ever  since. 
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Beonomle Adjustment Uontimed) 

« ... .  J4  . family tm are 

From alii* indicationa it appears that Mits and his/fari ng » 

satisfactorily as far as making a living ia concerned« Mit a 

likes his insurance work very much, and hopes to advance  hiss  elf 

in this field and make It his primary Job* 

jrre-Kvacuatlon Occupation: 

Mits was formerly connected withthe import-export busine ss 

in aan ¿rancleco with»» some firm. 1xxpxmtaxxftxkai He and hie 

wife atatad that if he can continued In this business darin g 
• the war and not have to evacuate,they couLd have made a lot o f 

money. Aaked if he ever thought of going back into this bus iness 

Mits replied he might in the future, but ¿hat at  gr  esent he is 

deeply lnteres ed in the insurance business. 

Evacuation*& Center Life : 

Mita aid his wife were married Just before evacuation. They 

lived in San Francisco for many years« They were evacuated to 

Poston Rel cation Center In Arisona where Mita was put in charge 

of the Housing Dept. Mits as head of Houalng stated that in 

his final report he predicted that some crisis as the strik e 
critical 

("Poston Incident") would occur if the/housing Stuation was not 

Improved. He said the plaee got too "hot" for him ao he left 

camp himself, leaving his family behind, the first oppor tunity 

he had. He went on aseasonal leave and worked  fcn  the augar beet 

farma. He never returned to camp after that, calling his fam ily 

out after about a year. 

Mita and Alice were both very bitter about their rel c ation 

center experience, and hardly bitter about their evacuat ion. 
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Attitude tower d the Pro«» Japan Its el end klbal 

Both Alloe and Mite were extremely Interested In what 

eauaed the Ponton strike m d the various groups in camp* 

Alice was particularly bitter towa d the pro-Japan issei and 

klbel, who she feels were the leadere instigating the e trike* 

She and her parents and brothers were all agalnet participa ting in 

the strike, as they all felt that there was no Justificati on 

for oreatlng such a A tuatlon* The refused to cooperA e with 

their block strike  Is aders  and 'consequently they were ostracised 

by the block* In desperation she said she went to see Rev* 

Morlkawa to inquire what the strike was all about and wheth er 

she ough" to join it* Rev* Horlkawa £ informed her that he 

thought the strlks was a "good thing" as the real oauae was 

righteous, namely, that of impawving the living conditi ons 

in camp* 

The Effect of allocation on Resettlement 

Both Mlts and Alice thought that the evacuation and 

relocation and dispersal throughout the U.S. have aided t he 

nisei in securing good Jo be in various flelde of endeavo r* 

Mlts stated: "Some nisei who majored  in.  engineering for instance 

got good Jobs in engineering with firms In the East* Before 

the war these same nisei wod d  re  ver have been able to secure 

Jobe for which they trained In  college* * 
center life 

For the issei they both thought that // wee a good thing 

as they were old and of age to retire and the camp afforded th em 

a good vacation**»«* They got free houeing and free food and 

dldn 9t hare to work if they didn't want to* 
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The Kffeet (continued) 

When asked if he thought the nisei could have advance as 
good 

far as they have inthe way of/jobs if there had been no evacua -

tion, Mits stated that the nisei wod d have anyway because 

there was a big demand tm for labor on the Coast  má  because 

there were numerous war industries established* 

Social Adjustment* 

They seem to be happily adjusted inthe Japanese and larger 

community. Hits is a type that makes friends rather easil y, 

and he has numerous nisei friends and probably a number of 

Caucasian friend«. I believe  he'  Is amember of JACL # á though 

not very active. Other than thie he  tmrswt  probably does not 

belong to any organization. 

He has taken up fishing and likea it very much. On Sundays 

he usually goes on fishing trips with his nisei friends. He 

also likes hunting and likes to talk about It. 

He seems to be happily settled In hie immediate neighbor-

hoot and know some of the neighbors (Caucasian) quite well. 
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1 

Tonight et the silver Dollar Hotel where X have e room 

a hall session involving six nisei veterans ensued and I wwf rft 

sat through about an hour and a half of It, The nlaal were 

all relatively young, between 24 and 29 I*d say, and were a ll 

unmarried. Soma of those I knew were tosh Mamiya, owner-man ager 
hotel 

of the Silver Dollar Hotel, Hoahi, brother of Yo«h'»/«»-par tner, and 

Ben T , who tm has one artifleial arm and waa a member of the 

original 100th Bn with 5 years of eervloe, All of them had 

seen service in Europe with the 442nd or the 100th. 

The bul̂ feesslon was carried on over aeveral bottl s of bee r 

and whiskey hl-balls. 

The most popular topic of conversation waa «ex. With Boshl 

as the principal speaker, all the nisei with the exception o f 

two very freely »elated their varloua sex experiences dar ing their 

service in Europe.saalxjg Their stories were told with t he greatest 

delight and with brutal frankness. They talked about the p rices 

in varloua countries, about having to stand hours in line, comp«r4-

son of women M varloua countries. "Them were the days' 1 stated 

one veteran and this seemed to have echoed the sentiments of the 

other veterans« 

Combat  KXP rlenaei 

The other topic of e nversation was on their combat experien ces, 

their harrowing/of eeeapes from near death, of seeing the d ead 

strewn in the battlefield, and the herolo exploits of their r es-

pective units 

tales 
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One veteren related a bull-session he participated In 

with his nisei buddies* the main tople vas "What are we Ni sei 
• j 

01s fighting fort" This veterans releted one nleel OX believ ed 

we were fighting for democracy and the American way of lif e, 

itt m d fo the thousands of other Japaneee In the United State s« f i g ' 

I M s same veteran thought that the best answer to the main 

question waa given by an old-timer, e veteran of many battles 

with the 100th fin« This old*tin*r stated when you're in hwftf tfrwy one doesn't 

the thick of battle/jccwxitsaa** think about things like democracy 

and American way of life, but that one le preoccupied with  fl  ghtlgg 

for oneeelf and one*e buddies. One'e life le dependent on one 's 

buddies and this is the primary thought in the minds of any o ne ' • • < r 7 T  -""  7  "  r . in battle« / f 

Irnnr  esslonsi 

The bull cession continued on far into the night, but I 

-  left before it ended« The session would strike/a moral-m' nded 

individual as simply disgusting, but it seems to me  th$t  the 

nleel OXe were no different from the other OXs* Many of thos e 

fcto this seeslon had just returned from the service, send it i s 
war 

natural that they would talk about thelr/experlenees• 

Looking at the session from the standpoint of nisei assimi lation 

It certainly cannot be called a constructive endeavor, ea peelally 

the drinking end sex habita of the nleel veterana« 

y 
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NISEI GROCERY BMPLGY&B 
Conversation with Tad S o m f  veteran 

I visited the Victory Market, owned by George Matsumonj i 

today a« I had a prearranged interview with George M, Georg e 

was very late for his appointment and while waiting for him 

I struck up a conversation with Tad Nomura who works for Geor ge. 

Army services 

Tad was discharged froaths army only resent after serving 

several years, a good part of this in the Pacific, Ms Philip pines 

and Japan« Ha was a member of the First Cavalry Division whi ch 

boasts of ax*»*ag being the first Allied unit'to enter Man ila 

and Tokyo« While as an  occi  pat ion troop in Japan he related an 

Interesting story of how hs found his mother in Hiroshima a pparently 

In good health» 

Employment  i 

tad stated he had ash« ee to accept a t£«$* civil service Job 

in Japan, getting his discharge there and working as a t ranslator-

Interpreter for the Allied gov't. But since  fctx  all his friends 

were returning to the U.S* he didn't have the heart to »emain 

in Japan himself* 

After returning to the  tf.S*  a fa« months ago ha has baan 

wandering about California and Denver looking for employ ment. 

Just about a month ago he learned about his present Job and h as 

been working at it ever since* 

He is far from happy in his present job, which probably do esn't 

pay himvery much* fie inquired what I was doing, and when I sta ted 

I worked for the Gov't, he immediately asked if he would have a 

ehmee to get a Federal Job if he applied* He distinctly stat ed 

he didn't want a Job as translator-interpretor in Japanes e* 
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When ask ad why hs ohosa Denver to find a Jbb, he stated s 

Oh, I  don't know} I Just happen to visit Denver and found this 

Job.* 

From all indications i* Tad will looking for another job 

possibly in some city in the £ast. 

Background notés» 

Tad is a  nls  ei of about  990years  of age. He m lived 

in Long Beach, Califo nia where he had a grocery store of his 

own before the war. He was inducted into the army before the 

war broke out with Japan. Before entering thé service he gav e 

the store to his brother who sold out when evacuation became 

necessary. Be is single and detached from the rest of his 

family. His mother is in Hiroshima at present, end it is belie ved 

he lost his father. 

He has a piece of property—that is his family does— 

in Fresno, California. He didn't seem anxious to return th ere 

to reclaim it. iie has no property in Long Beach, as hlsbro ther 

sold out the business. During his youth he spent about five 

years in Japan, and consequently he is fairly fluent In Japa nese. 

He talks and behaves like a typical nisei, and can hardly  be 

classe* as a klbei. 

Impressionsi 

Tad represents the vast number of discharged 01s who are 

trying to adjust themselves in the various communities thro ughout 

the country. He is very unsettled generally, and rather d is-

satisfied in his present job and altuation. 
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Vieited with Oeorge Meteumonji and hie wife at their hom e 

and grocery etore combination located at 724 Eaat 17th Aven ue, 

phone HXXWmXTI KM 7738. 

Family: 

Father: Oeorge Matsumonji, about 30 years, nieei, born Col orado 
Mother: Mrs. M., nisei, about 25 years, Denverite* 7 mo.preg nant 
Children: Daughter, Vlckl, about 2 years. 

Housing: 

The family live inthe baek of their grocery store which the y 

have leased. The living quarter*»*» is very simply furnish ed, 

there being a bedroom, a large living room, email kitchen a nd 

batch. They seem to be comfortably eituated* 
_  . V , I s 

a full time job as buyer of the Craws Fruit Company located in 

the Denargo Market, phone TA 8114. He helps around he store 

in the evenings when he return from his regular Job, He Is 

reluctant about giving up hie job with the Crews Fruit Co. as 

apparently it is a good-paying Job. 

The store 1 s nicely situated in a Caucasian community with 

many office workers and government employees living int he numerous 

apartment houses nearby. His customers are almost exclusiv ely 

Caucasians. 

He carries fresh fruit and vegetablee plus can goods, me at, 

and other usual grocery products. When I visited the stor e 

there were a steady stream of Caucasian oust  one re,  lower middle 

income group I'd say, and the three nisei worker«, two youn g gi*ls 

. diseharged nl.el 01 (Tad Hoaar.), were kept bu.y right alo ng. 

operated by three nisei workers most of the time, as Oeorge h as 
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Visit with George Matgumon.1l 

History of Grocery storei 

In early 1945 George and hi a young bride were loking fo r 

an apartment or a houae to live In* They stumbled on the prese nt 
decided to 

grocery  store, sa  d It was then that they /entered the groc ry 

business« However, they faeed an obetaole in the Police Dep t 

which issues licences to sell various products, as milk, tob acco, 

etc*  0' Donne1  of the Police Dept, who Issues the license informed 

George that the Dept« would not lesue the license to him, George 

saw a lawyer who Informed him that there was nothing in the C olorado 

law which prevented him from obtaining a license, or permit ted 

the Police Dept* to discriminate against Japanese« George t hought 

of fighting the caae in court if necessary, but he was tol d it 

would cost him $500« In lawyer's fee« He thought the price was n't 

worth the fight, that he'd have to "sell a helluva lot of milk " 

to net him $500« Just about that time he heard about the Denv er 

Unity Council and so he called them up, and the Council agr eed to 

back him to the limit* With the Council's backing, financia l and 

otherwise, he felt more secure, and he went ahead and made applica-

tion for license to aell milk, tobacco, and various other gro eery 

goods,which require license* He stated he got the licence without 

any difficulty, that the Police Dept* didn t put up a squato k« He 

didn't know whether O'Donnell knew that the Council was bac k of 

him or not* Anyway, he opened up his grocery store, starting 

from scratch with only  a  few commodities* Some of the people he 

bought goods from laughed at him at didn't think he could m ake a 

go of it* He stated, little by little he got more m d more stock 

and pretty Mm soon he had  a  full-size groeery store* 
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Prejudice by Nearby Caucasian Grocery 

George and his wife went on to relate that the firsfc seve rsO. 

months were difficult daye as they not only had to start from 

scratch trying to stock up and build up a trade, but they f aced 

severe prejudice from a nearby Jewish grocery operator. Re w as 

an old Jewish man who spoke with a distinct foreign accent wh ich 

even his customers couldn't understand. Darin the early per iod 

this man would yell to George*s Caucasian customers and sa y, 

"Why do you have to buy from the Japs." In spite of *k*x the 

efforts of the Jewish grocer to undermine his grade, George 

gradually built his trade up and many of the customers who us ed 

to trade at the Jewish grocery came to him because he/ga*» dgood 

service and good quality food products. 

This Jewish grocer/ went out of business before too long, 

and an Italian bought the store. There is no such prejudice 

prevailing now. 

Prejudice by the Police Dept. 

Although the Police Dept. at first advised George that it 
. . ££ 

would refuse to ktm issue him food licences, **ay issued th e 

necessary licences to George when he applied for them. How ever, 
tne * 

this was not/end of the discriminatory practice of the Polic e Dept. 

For the first several weeks George Informed that various ci ty 

officials and inspectors, as health officer, etc., visite d him 

to find ways and means to close his groeery store. The Poli ce 

finally Charged him with illegally displaying **** fresh f ood 

on the city elde walks. This charge was dismissed on the grou nde 

that George bought the side walks infront of his store when h e 

bought the property. 
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Additional notes on the grocery Store 

George never operated a grocery store (retail) before, alt hough 

he worke •*  in a wholesale produce firm in Los Angeles for a  nuiib  er 

of yeara Jaudcx prior to their voluntary evacuation to Denve r, 

Mrs. M 9 ,  however, has had a good deal of experience as her parents, 

who are now deceaeed, used to ope ate a retail grocery stor e. 

During the first year or so, George and his wife both worked 

full time inthe store. For a time, after aearge began worki ng 

as buyer for the crew Fruit Company, Mrs. SI. operated th e store 

hereelf• Although she had a iwy young baby at that time, Mr s. 

M. stated she was able to manage as trade was slow at that ti me. 

However, fromabout a year ago, George began hiring nisei s tore 

clerks to carry on the bulk of the work In the store. Mrs. M. 

lsnow about 7 months pr egnant and does not help in the etor e 

at all. She likes sewing and does a lot of this during her 

spare momenta. She M s been thinking very eerlously about going 

into the sewing businees. 

The Ms. are now very nicely situated xtfck in their bueineee . 

With three nisei employees it is not believed that the Me* net 

any mgJ Î&Siltw income from their business. The actual o peration 

of the store ielargely in the hands of these three young nis ei 

employeee. However, the Ms are maintaining the grocery to s erve 

as / security if George loses his Job, or decides to quit the job. 

Private Employment: 

George? apparently enjoys his full time work as buyer for 

the Crewe Fruit Company, for he doeenot went to give it up et 

present. It probably pays him a good deal. Hot too much was 

learned about this work. 
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Background notes 

George «as born and raised for the large part his life in 

some rural area of Colorado. About 1956 thereabouts he and h is 

parents «id family members left for Los Angeles, where they 

worked as gardeners and wholesale produce employees. In 194 2 

before the freezing order went into effect, he and his fam ily 

(parents side) volu* arily evacuated to Denver where he has 

been living ever since. He was married to his present wife 

immediately after evacuating to Denver. She is a regular r esident 

of Colorado. 

**** Be06re working for the  Crew a  Fruit Company and owning 

his own grocery store, George worked for about a year or so  MM 

driving trucks hauling farm  jr  oducts from the farms into the 

city. 

ReareatIon« 

All of George's spare time Is devoted to leami^ &ax to 

fly. He stated he has close to 100 hours of flying to his cred it 

and has received his first license. Just recently he began soloing. 

Sow he is working for his pilot's license. In time..ha hope s to 

qualify as a pilot of commercial passenger plaies. 

Associations: 

Both George and his wife are trying to dissociate themse* es 

from the Japanese and the Japanese community and desire to identify 

themselves^ Caucasian, and in/oaueasian community. Mrs. M. stated 

all her life her friends were largely Caucasians, aid that she wasn't 

particularly fond of associating with Japanese. 
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/ 

The location of their business-home combination was large ly 

due to their deaire to get away fromthe Japanese and the Japa nese 

resident is 1 and buainess districts.« 

However, it is not believed that they associate with cauca-

aJLans very freely on an Intimate basis. heir contacts * ith Cauca-

sians are ax largely business relations. The business, hi s private 

full-time work, and his fondness for flying keep George  pretty 

naich occupied fax and leaves him little time to participate in 

other activities* 

But they seem to be rather happy and contented . Their 

main interest now is to establish themselves economically, and 

they seem to be doing a good Job of it* 

Desire to Return to California 

Last year (1945) the Ms made a tripto Los Angeles for the 

purpose of surveying business and Job prospects, as Georg e was 

very interested in returning to  L# A.  They came back as they 

felt prospects were very poor at that time. Mrs. M. confid ed 

that she prefers to stay in Danver, although George has a so ft 

spot in his heart for L.A. 

Impressions & Commentsi 

George was rather late in meeting me, and when he did arrive 

he didn 11 have too much time to talk to me as the store became busy 

snd it required his help. But he was good enough to take time out 

to talk to me. Much of the information was gained from Mrs. M # 

George is a good example of how an evacuee successfully 

established a business during the height of the war in the fa ce 

of prejudice and discrimination. It illustrates how a nis ei, 
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VIeit with George Matsiaaonji T, Yatsushlro 

Impressions (continued) 

who waa determined to make a successful economic adjustmen t  km  in 

the local community, vas able to accomplish this largely through 
his own determ nation and his own effort, 

early 

The/establishment of his grocery business la the Caucasian 

community, which was ntxk forbidden to Japanese, is all the more 

spectacular when one realises that this was in early 194S x k 

during the height of the war and during the vicious campaign 

sgajdHEfcidtiUDubt carried on by the Denver Post against e vacuees 

and Japanese generally. 

George is a friendly but very aggressive individual with 

a lot of initiative and determination. Even Mrs. M. in spe aking 

about the attempts by the Police D*pt. to deny him food lice nces 

stated that George refused to give in and was determined to 

fight the case. She stated: "George is very aggressive. He' s 

just like that. He just won't give in." 
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Tonight I visitad the Doi Drag Store to get something to 

eat and I had a niee chat with Howard Doi, pharmacist and op erator 

of the drug store. The store Is located on the oo ner of 

Larimer and  22nd  Streets* 

Background notes 

Howard D, is a nisei of about 28 years of age. He fo merly 

lived in Sacramento, California. Prior to evacuation he ha d 
3 7®*rs of pre-medical college education at the University of 

California«I think). He was evacuated to *a the Tula Lake As sembly 

Center first and then relocated to some relocation center (Amaehe 

I believe). He was confined in the oamps for only a brief s pell, 

for late In 1942 he enrolled at the St, Louis pharmacy colle ge. 

He tried getting in the medical college to continue his m edical 

training, but the school refused to admit any Japanese. Con se-

quently he decided the next best thing, from a vocationa l stand-

point, was pharmacy. Last Deccofcer (1946) he graduated f rom 

the school of pharmacy and earned hla degree. He Is a cla ssmate 

of Edward Jtoyama, brother of my wife. He knows few other ni sei 

friends of mine. 

Drug Store historya 

Upon finishing he decided to come to Denver, He came here 

about January, 1946, and found his present drug store locati on 

aa a promising site. At that time the building on the site w as 

a warehouse.and in a very shabby condition. He succeeded in 

getting the lease on the property and immediately commen ced in 

renovating the whole building. He hired carpenters and pai nters 

who did most of the interior decorating, but he himself did a 

lot of work. 
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Drug Store (continued) 

The store is very attractive inside. He carries She usual 

variety of goods found in any xfc drug store and has a nice fou ntain 

service counter plus a couple of booths* He was paoud of the f act 

that he £a has been able to get practically eny line of goods , 

and that he has some goods which are unobtainable at other d rug 

stores as lighter fluid, certain brand of shampoo, etc* 

The store is fairly large, and covers the whole street floor 

of the building* He  feax  and his parents live in the second and 

third floors of the building* lost of the rooms on these floor s are 
rented out as rooms or apartmente. 

He op ned the store only about a month ago (August, 1946), 

and there were a number of potted plants placed about the pt ore 

representing gifts from friends at his opening* 

Business pospectst 

"Business is slowJ Doi admitted, but he stated, "You've go t 

to expect this  fctea  in the beginning, H He continued: "I plan 

to operate this store in Denver at least for ten years* The 

first twoyears I expect to be  slow* *  He Is very optimistic 

about his business- prospects* 

Return to California! 

On this he stated! 

"I don't went to return to California* prospects are much 
better out here. Why out in Sacramento there are about a 
dozen nisei pharmacists* There are not very many out here* 
I can't see how soms of these nisei and issei are going back 
there. Most of them havd nothing to go back to* 
"Sure deep down in my  be art  I am dying to go back there, but 
wh«*n X think of business opportunities  i  think Denver or out 
¿¡act is/ such better** 
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Family* 

His family consist6 of his father and mother, and I don't 
know if ne nas any brothers or sisters* Mis father and mothe r 

operate the rooming house or apartment on the second and third 

floors of the building» From others I've learned that howar d's 

father lsflnanelaily fairly well-to-do, and that he is r esponsible 

for either purehaeing or leaelng the building tfcwtfrw th ey m have 

their businessee and home* 

(Further check will be made on his family*) 

Recreation* 

HcraaUd goes fishing occasionally with his friends* He 11 ic es 

tennis as a sport and asked if l would play with him one of the se 

days» 

Associationŝ  

Howard is a converted Catholic, previously being a Methodi st 

or an Episcopalian* He stated that he became a Catholic whi le 

in college in St* Louie, Mo* There he stated, Catholic memb ers 

Impressed him tremendously* They were very seriouŝ / abou t their 

religion* Many of the Catholic medical students would pray in 
performing 

the Cathedral before/an operation* In church the  eozg  regatlon 

took a very serious attitu de during the entire service* He com-» 

plained that In the Protestant churches the members are no t serious 

enough* Here in Denver he hae attended several Catholic chur ches* 

He named a number of high Catholic officiale with whom he has become 

acquainted* 

He is interested in the J ACL and attended the last J ACL 

quarterly meeting held early September« 1946* 
He hae a number of Caucasian friends and numerous nisei fri ends 
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Drug Store -Additional t 

His stora la slightly detaehed fromthe dense 

Japanese but ness district, and Is A tuated among the Spani sh« 

American business district« Gonssquently, his trade is w ith 

Spaniah-American and Japanese, plus some ̂ egross. He is n ot 

particularly concerned about shorn he trades with* He has o ns 
nisei girl working for him* 

Xapressionat 

Howard la a friendly individual with a cheerful and optimis -

tic disposition« It is felt that economically, socially, a nd 

psychologically he Is making a good adjustment In the c ommunity. 

He is probably not making anything inthe way of profit from h is 

drug,  store business, but his parents' apartment and rooming ho use 

brings a steady income to the family* He seems rather happ y and 

contented living in Denver, and he doesn't seem to be conf ronted 

with any major problems. Ksxtoasxsxtosatfcky; Hs Is psych ologically 

wsll*adjui ted in that he has accepted Denver as his home fo r at 

least the next ten years, and he is not plagued with the unsett leness 

characteristic of some of those who are anxious to return to 

Oallfomla and just living in a state of "temporarlnessft in Denver. 

i 
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About 50 or €0 young people of the California Street Communit y 

Methodist Cnureh attended a ehuroh retreat and plenie held at 

the Prank Kerehof summer resort atop Mt. Faleon* Mt. Falc on is 

located a little west of Denver and stands close to 8,000 feet 

above aea level. Mr. Frank Kerehof Is the president of the D enver 

Banks and he bought his present estate from John B. Walker, former 

owner of the Cosmopolitan magazine and a pioneer of Colorado . 

The Kerehof mountain resort Is very historic with a ruined c astle 

nearbyxxni Many years ago tamnawaerxjftttD*kx*ata the sit e was 

chosen by many wealthy Coloradoano to be the home of the pres idents 

of the United States. This was about the time Teddy Roosevel t was 

president. Millions of dollars were collected for  the  ejection of 

luxurious homes for the precedents, but due to local pol itics 

the whole plan was abandoned. Mr. Frank Kerehof, one of the 

wealthy contributors, still has a marble elab on which le in scribed 

The Home of the Presidents of the United States*. Originally he 

had planned to make this contribution to the progeot, but now he 

has it proudly displayed in his garden. « 

A big truck and about half a dozen private automobiles carry ing 

about 50 or 60 young people made the trip. We left the chur ch 

where we met at about 10:30 a.m. and arrived at our destinati on 

at about noon time, covering about 60 miles of steep, rough roada* 

The scenery as we gained altltute and from atop the Kerehof es tate 

was beautiful, especially at this time of the year when the pines 

and the spruce are ever so green and when certain type trees a re 

changing from green to bright yellow to hail the autumn. The 

countless mountain peaks which catches one f e vision ae far as 

one can see, patches of lakes here and there, all make for a b reathless 
panoramic view. 
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Young People's Píenle T # Yatsushiro 

Composition of Group; 

Of the 50 or 60 attending the age ranged from 15 to 3t years 

in general* There were a few issel and a number of smallchildr en. 

There were a little more girls, who were in their late teen s or 

early twenties, than boys. He v. and Mrs. K. Sasaki were the 

official chairmen for the whole affair. 

Activity: 

The days activities began with an outdoor church service 
in English 

led by Rev. Sasaki. He spoke/on the theme of  ft  Ha ture and God*. 

The whole service lasted about an hour. This was followed b y 

lunch. Most of the people brought their own lunches, but fo r 

those who didn't the church provided the food, cons  1 ting  of 

weenies,salad, drinks. The others formed small groups and  ate 

their lunches* 

Folio ing lunch the group broke up into various groups 

and engaged invarious activities. Some of the older membe rs 

with I became associated went horse back riding. Most of th e 

younger set went hiking and exploring the ruined o as tie  re  arby 

and other areas. Some played softball, some badmington, and 

some cards,  ohecto rs,  etc. 

The group I went along with MrfgBjl¿ horses / at a nearby 

horse ranch, m found the caucaslan ranch owners very friend ly 

and asking us to come again. The fee ia $1.00 an hour per.yrso n* 

Tosh Arlkl thought the ranchers were so very nice that she st ated 

she is going to tell her  ftrlends  to go to the» if ever they go 

horse back riding* 
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Activities (continued) 

The group reconvened at about five p.m. whan a vesper 

song service was conducted« There were lively group songs * 

solos by tenor To® Masamori, ukulele renditions by Charle y 

Kamayatsu (employee or butler of Frank Kerchof), trio/  nuifc  ers 

by Joe Ueaura (son of issei pastor), Joe Ariki, and a third 

member, and general merriment* The group concluded the da y's 

activities with the formation of a handclasp circle, the Int roduc-

tion of each person,# and the singing of vesper songs as the 

setting sun slowly slumped behind the distant mountain s. 

The group scrambled back into their respective cars and tra cks 

and left the resort at about 7 o'cl ck. f® arrived home abo ut 

8i 30  or so« 

Impressions? 

It was apparent that everyone enjoyed the outing immensely « 
private 

The significant thing to me was that the/Kerchof resort was opened 

to the nisei. Frank Kerchof is the president of the Denve r Banks 

and a very influential businessman in Denv r and Colorado. Mr . 

Charles Kamayatsu; who is &crchof's private butler, has bee n 

working for Kcrchof for the past four years and informed me that 

he is a very nice man to work for. He also informed that t his was 

first time that any nisei group has been to this resort. 
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Tonight I met a George Horimoto, a nisei of about 30 year« 

of age, who is now enrolled at the .Denver University« la In-

formed he is majoring in sociology  wi  tiythe  hope of doing social 
one 

service work« He has only/year of college to complete his 

undergrad work and earn his A*3* degree« 

fromer Bealdenes 

Prior toevacuatlon he lived in Monrovia, sauthern Califor nia, 

where he and his family operated a small store* 

jfopllyf 

One of his parents (Ibelieve his mother) died in the reloca-

tion oaxap. His other parent (father) is now hack in Monrovi a 

living with another member of the iamily, I believe they a re 

living in their old house« 

George himself is single and has no relatives here in 

Denver« 

ByaQuatloni 
« n i n M M a M V M M M W M M f W 

He and his family was evacuated to the **ranada ̂ location 

center (Amaohe) in Colorado, He left camp before too long 

and headed Bast toj£ look for efî ployment« 

Post-evacuation employment 

He did various odd jobs out in the Bast, in Cleveland 

and various ot&er areas in Ohio, *bout 1944 thereabouts he 

got gord that his mother was seriously ill so xkx he retu rned 

to camp« His mother died soon after« Thereafter he decided 

to stay near his dad and family and selected Denver and 

Colorado to lire* for the past year or so he has been working 

8 8 B  « - — t e r n . l o „ . of ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Grand Junction« 
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Post-evaouation employments 

This lumberjack work lasts only during the spring,summe r, 

fall months. During the winter  tkM  he came into ̂ enver and 

found odd job», 
lumberjack» 

He informed he and 11 other nisei and issei/worked and 

lived as a group, wording for a cauoaaian owned lumber c ompany. 

One of the group kept house while the others worked« He said 

the work was hard but the wage was pretty good» 

Just about a week ago he quit his lumberjaok work; tocome 

to Denver and enroll at D«U # He stated he is looking for a 

part time job, while he is going to school full time, 

Comment» & Impression» 

George look» very serious-minded* He is fx very friendly 

when one gets to talking to him, but otherwise he keeps very 

much to himself. He gives one &he impression that he is 

depressed and quite broken up. The evacuation, death of his 

mother, not being able to find a job that satisfied him, sep ara-

tion from his family members* economic difficulties, de alre for 

more education, and pessimism with regard tothe future, ail are 

contributing factors. 

However, he is determined to finish his last year in 

college and go into social service work. He wants to go bac k 

to California as soon as he completes his college work here . 

He talked of wanting to go to U.O.L.A, in southern Califor nia, 

He is very uncertain as to#i his future» 
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.̂ apaneii.o businesses (ooj&  limed) i 

this shipping baok and forth mean additional freight uoa t 

to i>enver 1 © firms,  M^mmM ,fl»a on the ̂ est ̂ oast will not 

have tnia freight oost and will be able to seil their  pr  oduots 

at a muoh lower oost, 

Purther<uord (  before too long Japanese food stuff from 

Japan may be oocung in to the U*3* and replace those produo ed 

locally, 

lmyort~£xport iguslnose 

Tâ ky said he could talk a lot about this as this his 

field of busings* He i&g very bitter toward the Jews who 

he olnion have already cornered the market in Japan ä 4 ar e 

now waiting for tho time when traue o&n b« resumed between 

U.S. and Japan*  -  He  mid the Jews have a strangle hold on 

or so of the exportable goo ds manufactured in Japan  t  and 

i'he .Dornet© f i m prior to the war was called 

fT Eokubei Shu&ai" or liorth American trading Company* 

Ho is mmiouB to  regain possession of  M s  dad's 

assets now fro&on by the government, and is anxious to res ume 

his import-export business with Japan at the first opening 

of trade bt-t»een and Japan» 

Ho was r&ther/8jif̂ ¿f laabout the  resumption of  trade with 

Japan, feeling it would be several  y^urs  before  this  will come 

about* 

that the nisei haven t got a chance now 
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Mr* i>omoto, a nisei about 30 years or more, dropped 

in the JAGI office today, and I was able to talk to him for a 

while. 

Background? 
mm i mi in mmt*mmmmm*mmHmr 

2>amoto t a dad, who is now deceased, was head of a blg-

import-export firm in San franoisco, trading goods with Ja pan, 

prior to the mr* He has inherited much of the father 18 wealth, 

She business assets have been taken over by the gov't aiid t atty 

is now trying to regain possession of his father 9® assets« 

&rom others it Is learned that the Ajmoto family was one of 

the biggest import-expert firms and was famed for their fish 

products that came from Japan* 

Tukky'Q wife and children are in Japan, having gone there 

to visit prior tothe war and being stranded there* 

T&kky  has been living in Denver, Colorado ever since Hay 

194£, not having lived in a relocation oamp f  He has been loaf-

ing ever aince, ¿eoause of this ̂ akky thought he m a a poor 

subject tolnterview* However, because of his long residenc e 

here I felt he might have some pertinent information about  tim 

Japanese community and economic situation* 

Japanese businesses; 

Takky thought that most of the Japanese businesses, especi ally 

those in the food zuanbo«maiiufaoturing business, will not last 

very long» Shis is because he feels Los Angeles,  u hioago, and 

Hawaii are already establishing their own manufacturing fi rms 

and taking the trade of ̂ envor firms away. He stated ̂ enwwr 

has to ship in much of her raw products which are used to manu-

facture Japanese »tuff and then have to  ship  the finish product out . 
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latBiieMro 

ISSel-fflael KelfttlOJaahlp 

He thought that the lssei still have a strong inf luense 

over the nisei and are hanging on to their role as leaders 

over the nisei* He didn't think that the issel feel the tim e 

has come whan the nisei ought to take over the leadershi p 

and assume the responsibility as family head* 

£ffeete of ffraouatlon 

Although he thought that th dispessal was good from the 

standpoint of "merleanisation, ha thought the greatest tra gedy 

of the evacuation was that it split up families* He was gre atly 

concerned about family membess it¥t«g scattered all over the 

country  t  about single sons and daughters leading carefree lives 

without proper parental guidanee* He stated: 

"She Japanese axe funny. The greatest thing they 
treasure le the family* The family does everything 
as a unit* The members depend on eaoh other« 
When you break up the family you break up the 
lives of eaah member** 

Japanese eomcnmlty in Denver 

SaiUcy was unable to estimate the «Japanese population i n 

Denver* He thought the population  peak;  was reaohed about the 

end of 1946, but that it was considerably less now* 

Takky felt that gradually as Japanese businesses oiose up 

shop many of the evaouees will begin to trek: baek to Calif ornia* 

With regard to deolining business, he informed that the "eat era 

fish Market on the corner of BQth and Xarlmer was going out o f 

business very soon and that a jewelry shop will be establi shed 

in its stead* He stated that the Granada Pish & Poultry ¿Hare 

will be the only fish market remaining in ̂enver* 


