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WEEKLY SUMMARY HEFORf 0 JUUT 22 THROUGH JULY 28t  19*6 

fht main part of the weak was spent in aoqmalnting 

Individuals and organisations concerned with Japanes e American 

problems In Chicago with the purposes and aims of the Resett lement 

Study« Some factual information was gathered as a result 

of interviews but this was secondary for toe making of  oon tacts 

for future reference was the main aim* that this approac h will 

pay diviients already is evident. Several of the indivi duals 

approached and acquainted with our program have made sec ond 

contacts of their own volition and are expressing great i t erest 

In the study« 

Approximately 20 interviews were made dutlng the week* Ab out 

1/3 of these were formal in the sense t at they will be doc -

umented as field reports« The others were mainly one si ded 

In that they acquainted groups with the Resettlement St <d y 

program and laid the groundwork for future contacts. As su ch 
1 

they will not be recorded as field reports. 

The problem of central headquarters for field work is 

pressing and as y t unsolved. The focal point of Japanese 

American concentratio in the city both  ttirom a physical and 

cultural point of view is on the Hear North Side« Field 

TTrhese  "'interviews'  were with such peopie~as Univers ty  professors ( 
(Dr. Red field, Dr. Havighurst, Prof. Warner, Jniv. of Chic ago) 
various executive directors of large «i*x organizations (Ohioago 

Ohjroh group* YMGA, etc,) 
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headquarters should be in thla area» The University of Ch icago 

ia una le to supply any spaoe and the location In any event 

wo .Id  not be too good. Attempt to get private spaoe at a 

research library on the Sear North Side failed, although s tudy 

desks In a large research room could be assigned« Phoning an d 
s.ô  S/oU 

conversation would not be allowed. The^population(JA) num bers 

several thousand and several small business constellatio ns 

have developed there. For the time icing the Chicago field 

workerjf is living in this South Side area but intends to mov e 

to the Berth Side later on. temporarily, one of the anal sts 

(ToshY.) has been established at a 1 rge  IMGA In the north 

Side« district. 

The nuai)er of Japa^sc Americans in  Ohio a  o ia set approx-

imately at 20,000 by the organizations and intidtiduals who  have 

been working with the Japanese American group the past fe w years. 

A Nisei commercial fir® is wit involved in issuing a name dire ctory 

for Chicago. This direct ry which is now at the printers lists 

some 17»000 names. The Tttm estimates that this lists repr esents 

roughly 8C# of adult population in Chicago and giv^ as the ir 

esti ate of total Japanese American population a figure rang ing 

fro® 23*000 to 25,000. The general estimate of 20,000 ±m prob ably 
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closest to the aetual number* 

Use of Chicago Dlreotory 

Just what use this directory will be to the Chicago Study 

la unknown as none of the raw material has been seen by the 

analyst* Publication is scheduled for the end of August bu t 

It is hoped that some of the data will be available befor e 

then» A fairly large error must be anticipated* Some 

organisations an  tie! pate  an error as large as 4(# in the 

names and a few criticisms of padding for commercial use 

are oioed. At the present time this dlreetcry promises to 

be the quickest method of getting at population figures 

for the Chicago group* Checking, however, will have to be 

dene it it is used to any great extent* 

Fluctuation of Population 

The Japanese American population here is fluctuating 

a great deal* the flow of Japanese Americaas out of the ci ty 

continues but there seems to be as large/ or even greater 

flow into  t hs  city* Most of the Incoming people come from 

ot:  er Midwest  areas (Cleveland,.  Cinoinatti, St. Louis* Kansas 

City, etc) and from the West Coast* It is held that Jo,a 

are more plentiful in the Caioago area, tne pernancy of § ueh 

Jobs better assured and housing is reputed to be less tight 

in the area« 
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.  '  i Loss 
Eoonbm1o 5urvyy 

The American Council of Raee Halations is sponsoring an 

onoaii Loss Survey' In the Chicago area* This survey I s 

similar to the one recently made on the test Coast by the AC RR« 

fUrpose of the survey Is «»ampliation of basic data on the 

eoonoalo losses of the evacuees« Suoh information will be 

used In oon unction withtthe Claims Bill now before Cong ress« 

fie results of the West Coast survey are said to me t*ger« It 

is said that out eeveral thousand questlonaries only som e 200 

responses were netted* Attempt to get better cooperat ion 

in Chicago is planned and a smm le of 3 f 000 or so will be 
\ $ 

the goal* The Chicago Japanese American Council will 

undertake the gathering of material bufsponicî tshl p of the 

survey will be on part of American Councill&i Bace Relatio ns« 

At present the C icago eoonoalo survey\t̂  In the plannin g / \ v x  y^T 

stage but It is expected to get under way some In August 

and Is to be completed by late Sepfciatwr« a&f several th ousand 

responses are received, the survey will be extremely valua ble to 

us« Unofficially* the analyst is consulting with the pla  nlng 

group and much of the basic aterlal should be available to 

the study after It is gatucred. 
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The major portion of the week was spent by the analysts 

Jn contacting organizational groups in an attempt to ev aluate 

the data on Chicago resettlers AVsuch groups possessed* 

in gesfttley Fopjlatlon Analysis  i 

At present there are no trustworthy statistical data 

m resettlers in Chicago that can be used in making a popu lation 

analysis» The Chicago Japanese Year Book, 19^6-47 in whic h 

18|OOO to 20,000 names and addresses are to be listed will  not 

be out until late September* This directory now consist s of 

a file of individuals listed by street location. The only 

Information on the individuals is that of address an d t lephone 

number» The directory as it stands provides little inf ormation 

that can be used for population analysis purposes» 

The Church Federation of Greater Chicago has a file on 

14*000 resettlers which gives the type of information» su ch 

as age, sex, nativity, pre-evacuation residence, center , arrival 

in Chicago, religion, etc, which is needed fo a populatio n 

analysis» However, this file la so inaccurate that it woul d 

be a waste« of time to tabulate the information in it» Th e 

Church group is trying to b»lng this file up-to-date and the 

recheoicing id to be finished by late September. An analysis 

cf this resettler file at that time will yield some uauafc le 

results» 

If the response to the proposed economic loss survey i n 

Chicago is adequate, additional information on a sample cross-

sect ion of Chicago resettlers will be available for analy sis» 
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A population analysis of resettler group in Chicago 

auat wait upon completion of the above surveys» 

Artaa of oonee:.tfr̂ :i 9n| 

There are three  major areas  of oonoentration in which 

Japanese  Americans are located in the city* Roughly these 

can be delimited ass 

î iB,SId&» A.prox» Population Est. 
Lincoln Park, Lakeview and Study Est. Chic ko Director 
Uptown districts* '""5,000 ~  11,1,1 1  5-666 "'to * 

7,000 
2» Naar gorth Sld>, 

tear liorth side district cover- 10,000 15,(XX) 
ing area from Grand Ave to 
Diversey, north 4 south, and 
Sheridan to lake Michiganiwest 
to east) 

ft South Sldf 
Oakland, Kenwood, Hy#e Park, 5,000 5,000 
$oodla«m areas» 

total 20,060  '  25,000 to~ 
27,000 

Within each of tuese areas, further concentrations can be de limited*®* 

The North Side group is largely a residential group alth ough a 

few businesses have sprung up in the  area» A conservative eatim te 

of population would be around 5,000» 

The Hear Nortn Side area is the most i portant section for 

purposes of the Resettlement Study» It was here the largest number 

of pre-war Japanese lived and where the few Japanese ships an d 

1»These areas of concentration are being outlined on maps an d ecological 
description of areas are being prepared» 
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businesses were located. It la the heart of Japanese reset tlement 

today and there i'a no doubt that the area will be the ce nter of 

community activities both from a cultural and economic poin t of 

View* Scores of buslneeaes are operating here¿zH&xfclxe ; churches 

are located here as are many headquarters of Japanese or ganizations» 

Hi© largest number of resettlers in the city ie concentrat ed in 

this section» A conserv tive estimate is around 10 t 0C0 although 

the Chicago Ja anese directory p ople who have been canvas sing 

tne area for the last six months estimate at least 15*000  Japanese 

live here« ' 

The area is very reminiscent of the pre-war  f Little Tokyos 1» 

The same degree of concentration of Japanese shops is not p resent 

here but the atmosphere is very similar. The business se ction 

is rundownj many cheap rooming houses and hotels abound  and 

the area is dotted with saloons and bars» The Japanese shops 

are interspersed amon st these other shops and businesse s* The 

Japanese operated rooming houses and hotels are also xî i xiuueKfc 

^ I W l m l l x A l l l S I  a r e s e v ^a l thousand if not 

nore resettlers living txxhxtth^* apartments above the se 

type of businesses* 

The South Side area can be dlvtdfcided to three separate 

concentrations* The E«55 street are (%&© Park a d Woodlsw *n) 

seems to be developing nto the heart of the Ja>aneae c ommunity 

on t e South Side* Population in this area is conservative ly 
i • 

estimated at 5*000» 
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fttrmatlon of the Chicago Japanese American Council 

The formal  organlxat on meeting of  the Chicago Japanese 

Anerlcan Oouneil was one of  the most important events of the weak 

ttom the standpoint of the integration of the looal Japanes e group* 

4t this meeting» on  J uly 29 (  14 1 cal  J apanese organi zations  became 

Charter members of the Council* The Constitution  was adopted 

and officers elected« The charter members represent almos t, every 
# 

fbrraal group  in the J apanese community in the ci ty« They aret 

J  ACL 
JAOL Koenkai (supporters) 
First Baptist Church 
Chicago Buddhist Church 
Midwest Buddhist Church 

Use! Fellowship 
OXC Nisei Center 
Chicago Kesettlers Committee 
Japanese Christian Church at Moody 
Church of Christ of Chicago(4th Presbyterian) 

&panese  Worsen *s  Clubs 
First Methodist Church at Armitage 
Medical droup 
Mutual Aid Society 

The organization of the Council appears to)**result of muo h 

discussion anithou^at on the part of the charter members. T hese 

organizations have felt a need for an overall group to help f acilitate 

the adjustment problems that resettlers* Issei and Nisei, are 

meeting in Chicago* The coordination of the activities of t he 

various groups will be of great value to the Japanese popu lation» 

Leadership in the Council is strong and an unusual degree of 

cooperation is apparent in the member groups* The Council sn ould 

become a strong and Influential agent here and its develop ment should 

be carefull, followed for t  ie*  next year. 
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Hisei veteran discrimination in .lobs 

There is aotue Indication that $ob discrimination agai nst Nisei 

veterans is going on here« This needs checking« It might be worth* 

while t ougu to compare this report with Nisei veteran ex perience 

in the West Ooast area» Is this discrimination  (if  it exists else 

where) part of a larger pattern of discrimination agains t minority 

group veterans In general? The Chicago staff workers susp ect this 

to be the case* 

L^bor union affiliation of Japanese Americana 

The report unearthed this weak that Nisei were working ©a *scabs 1 

(i& sense of refusing to join$ unions) brings up the qxmMX tm problem 

of getting at the reasons behind such reluctance(If it e xists on 

a wide scale)« A representative Japanese American  group ..here 

in Ohloago attempted to explain to union officials some of the 

reasons for this reluctance« (See field rpport, Attitud e toward 

labor unions, August f, t  1946) A check with West Coast analysts 

would be valuable. Is i&#£*ptttern of reluctance to joi n unions? 

Are the reasons offered by the Japanese group here val id or are 

they partly rationalizations? A check on the actual hist ory of 

Japanese union experience before the war would be helpful o n this 

score* 
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The analysts continued to concentrate their activities 

on the gathering of hasio background information. J.deX 

carried on with organisational group contacts while Tosh X, 

devoted part of his time to rather intensive interviewing 

of individuals with whom he already had some contact. 

The summer months in Chicago are not too ideal from a 

field worker's standpoint» July and Av^ust are the tradit ional 

Midwest vacation months here. Organizational activiti es have 

been largely suspended for the summer. Many leaders are aw ay 

on vacation. This suspension of activities hold& partic ularly 

for t¿irreligious and socAal groups, lid**September wil l see 

a renaissance of activities in the Japanese American groi ns. 

â mo tournament 

One of the most significant events of the week was the 

Sumo tournament which was held On Sunday, August 4. Accord ing 

to its sponsors, this was the first Sumo event to given outside 

of relocation centers since pre-war days. The offlolal sponsor 

of the tournament here was the Chicago Shjrnpo although  the 

real backers and organizers were a group of Issei men who are 

Sumo enthusiasts. Good support was obtained from the Japa nese 

Americans business men who donated some 300 merchandise p rizes. 

The tournament was very successful both from an attenda nce 

and a financial point of view. A profit of roughly $200 wa s 

realized through gate donations.  A foraal Sumo society is to 

be organized in Chicago and this fund will be e>®d by this 

group. The sponsors an2 organizers were very careful to a void 
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any association with former Suieo enthusiasts who utilise d Sumo 

for gambling purposes* Apparently In the pwepwar days thi s 

was an Important element* Raphaels here Is on the soei al and 

recreational value of Sumo for Issel andthe sponsoring g roup 

is resolved that the new society Is not to be used for gamb ling 

Interests« 

The attendance was estimated at 500 although the off  ic la Is 

crlaimed that over attended throughout the afternoon* As  was 

to be expected»ftssel men predominated* There were so me Issel 

women present but they were in the minority* 

City wide publicity was given to this affair* A photograp her 

for the Amerloan Negro Press.Assoc* was present as well as a 

sport photographer from the Chicago Dally News* The Dally Hews 

published a full sheet of photographs on this tournament in one 

of its dally editions* (see copy attached to Sumo field report) 

This Sumo event demonstrates not only the need for recr eational 

activities for the Issel group but also Illustrates the e mergence 

of Issel leadership * This is one of the first, if not f irst, 

major event  concern,  ng the Japanese Amerloan community which was 

directed and sponsored by Issel* In the past here Nisei and Issel 

have combined to sponsor Issel recreational events* 
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Socnom1o loss survey: 

Flans for the Chicago economic loss survey ohanged again this 

week. The director of the American Council on Race Rela tions 

felt that the results of such a survey might not warrant the time 

and expense involved in gathering material. Another fact or 

that was discussed at a Joint meeting of the ACRR directo r and 

Chicago Japanese American Council committee was the possi bility 

of such a survey hindering rather than aiding the Claim s Bill. 

(This will be discussed later). 

The committee decided to try the survey on a very limited s cale 

before launching into a community wide program. —The Chica go 

Resettlers Committee office ard the 0Y0 office are to be d e-

signated as interview offices. Resettlers will be inv ited 

through newspapers and organizations to come to these of fices 

aid fill out questionatres. There will be no attempt to s end out 
9 

Interviewers at this time. A sample of several hundred will be 

sought* This limited survey is to start the second week in 

September. 

New Buddhist church organized; 

Another significant event was the emergence of amttear 

Buddhist church. This is a Zen sect organization wand h as 

two ministers who have begun operations here. No factua l 

data has been gathered as yet on this Zen ohuroh, but a pspe 

llminary guess would be that this particular group will b e 

largely Issei and the church activities will be Japanese  in 

cultural agHy-M&wu 
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The week was very quiet frcm a community activity 

point ofview* The summer vacation lull has not yet been br oken* 

the analysts carried on with a survey of group organisat ions 

and began to emphasis intensive interviewing of individ uals« 

Tosh Y* who was finishing up his detail In the Chlc®&© ar ea 

concentrated on interviewing individuals and families w ith 

whom he had bad soma previous contact* 

Almost a month has passed since the analyst arrived In 

Chicago* A few brosd outlines of community life are beginn ing 

to show up* ' 

It is apparent that leadership at present is concentrated 

in the hands of a few liberal and active young Issel and olde r 

Nisei* Organizational charts for all Japanese American  groups 

in the city are being prerar-d* These char s are very reve aling* 

On paper at least the leadership that has emerged is somew hat 

like that of interlocking directorships* For eacamrfe , one prominent 

Hisoi in addition to heading the newly formed Council for  Jap-ire "a 

Americans in Ch c^o also holds three presidency in other 

important organisations as well as being represented on various 

committees and boards*  Tit a lesser extent this multiple office 

holding is found for othef resettiers who have merged as l eaders» 

resettlers* In general ô daxvsiÄtarfcvT*settlers are Ju st begin-lng 

to emerge from th#Mr Tifàrtìi(t̂  î tî èl̂ atttiHOKIXA 
. DEWKXMEMX' Oh JLHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED &LVXE8 

Significant also is that several older, pre-war 9 Chicago 
OEM GE Oh XH E DI KECXOK 

V' 

Iasel men are playing prominent parts in the affairs of the 
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tJ .VJ .B8 
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WB BfLk 
jcxok;̂ ° importance of the Issel group In Chicago Is demonst rated 

In one way by the growing community Interest with respect to I ssel 

recreational needs« This Is evidenced In various ways« T- e ' 

Chicago (non-* sect ari an) Buddhist Church has taken the l e*d in 

this Interest» Within the -last year  in'  addition to forming 

separate Issel men's and women's groups in the church orga nisation* 

the non~sectarian Buddhist Churoh has sponsored several  purely 

social and recreational Issel groups» Japanese movies have been 

shown« An Issel poetry club was formed and meets once a month » 

An Issel Höh drana gruup was organized» 

The Chicago Resetters Committee has a program of Issel 

entertainment planned» The Committee is staging a city-wi de 

Gtoh(Japanese chess) tournament in September« The 3umo to urn-

ament sponsored by a group of 3umo enthauslasts was ano ther 

attempt to provde Japanese cultural entertainment for the I ssel» 

The Japanese gambling houses have Japanese gambling games f or 

the older Issel men patrons as well as American femes of gamb ling 

games» 

The newly formed Council for Japanese Americans in Chicago 

has listed Issel recreation as one of the important itarn s on 

lomfs program» . 

OMiICE OE IHE DIKECXOK 

MV2HIMGXOM 

M W KErOCVXIOM VilJLHOKIXA 
DEfeVKXWEMX OL IHE IMXEKIOK 

nWIXED 3XYXE3 
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Stotef The Chiong^^alyst was out of the Chicago area for t he 
month of xlgiix. This summary report consists of 
observations on the  area made ten days or so after return to 
the area») 

The fall season has seen  a burst of  activi ty amongst 

the various Japanese American organizations in Chicago. 

The churches, botto Christian and Buddhist, have begun the 

fall social activities* A city wide Hobby Show is being 

spo sored by  the Re-settlers' Committee* The  l ocal JACL 

chapter is carrying on  a new membership drive and has been 

issuing registration and election information. 

A few programs s l W M i s d for fall have b«en shelved. 

The Sconomic Cliiis Survey which was to be sponsored by t he 

American Council of Hace Relations has been called off by 

the Council. 2s a result the Chicago Japanese American Council 

has given up the idea of making such a survey. 

The United Ministry to Resettlers' plan of bringing up to d ate 

its resettler file of so e 14,000 names and addresses has 

likewise foundered. The original sponsor of this plan has 

resigned as Resettleae t Director of the United Ministr y to 

Resettlers and his successor does not feel the plan of checking 

the file is practical. 

& sample check carried out in one ehurch community demon -

strated that a tre ;«ndous amount of time and labor vas nece ssary 
\ "V  I  Jill  III« U11.1UJI for this routine checking. The present director of  the PStijP 4 

Ministry feels that it would take several years to C — " ' 
YUff 

fiftft by which time it would be out of d t̂e again. 
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small section  the resettler file will not  b# checked. 

The Chicago Directory  which was scheduled for publication 

the end of August has not yet made its appear*no*. The 

directory is now at the printers but difficulties with t he 

binding end of the book now inddaate that an additional del ay 

will follow the  printing* x 

Ml39lV»ter n organization 
/ 

Nisei veteran organization flnaly has gotten underwa y 

in Chicago» In September a group of forth Side Nisei met 

at the CYO Misei Center and organized the Nisei Veterans of 

World War II. The group has about100 members. The organi zation 

is an independent Nisei club and is not affiliated with any 

of the national veteran organ!zat  ions•  Only a handful of the 

Nisei veteran* members belong to national organizations an d 

most of those that do are in the AVC. 

The general attitude of the Nisei veterans here 1 Chicago 

toward the various national organizations seems to be one of 

criticism. Expressions such as *No good outfit*,  f Wastetime t 

and 'Prejudiced bunch 1 are heard especially among the younger 

veterans. In general t  however» the average Nisei tafceran in 

Chicago knows very little about the various national vet eran 

o e e i c e o i i o n s except for the oases of discrimination again st 

*iisei veterans. 

U««^ 4.,  . . MV3HIMGXQM 
were the AVC has been the only natlo al veteran organizatio n 

M V K KErOCVXIOM W1XHOKIXA 
DEbVKXWEMX Oh XHE IMXEKIOK 

I1MIXED 2XVXE3 

flMIXBD 

BilA 

ICIOlft 
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^ which has taken a real interest In the Nisei veteran« Durin g 

late summer* xraxil representatives of national vetera n organization* 

were invited to speak to interested Nisei veterans at t he 0X0 

Center and to explain to the veterans the program of th eir 

organization« S ^ Î a l l S i l » 

«onceming discriminatory 

incidents invMkvlng these two organizations towards Ni sei veterans* 

It is reported that these representatives were embarras sed 

by such questions and could only speak in generalities reg arding 

possible discrimination in local chapters here, Neither of 

these twe represents  Ives (  American Legion tJ^VFW) have attempted 

any followup with the Nisei veteran group» 

In contrast the Chicago AVC has evidenced a good amount 

of interest in the Nisei veteran and itsrepresentatlv es have 

been continually urging thtajc Nisei group to Join the AVG * 

The University of Chicago AVC group is g ing out of its wa y 

to encourage Nisei participation» this group recently publ ish d 

an open letter of invitation to Nisei veterans in the Pacif ic 

Citizen* 

The Nisei Veterans of World War II was organized primari ly 

as a social club» The temporary president, however, has b een 

one of the leaders of the veterans who feel that tfeere shou ld 

be participation inlargerveteran organisation* It is t o 

early to see what sort of development will occur in this gr ouo* 

Seattle. There filmy Ttmln:pijrpfftQf jtffte separate orga nization 

», . - pELYKXME&X  Oh XHE IMJLEKIOtf 
was that of social activt-g ĵ ̂  f^j^Je though the grou p has as 

OfcEICE OL XHE DI KECXOK 

A similar group of :U /9ei..jet ! fpn8 ha*ef 
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BfJ part of Its program member shir» on part of individual mem bers 
LOCTvICXOKAl 

in a national v teran organisation* All members are urged 

to join at least one of the national groups« Here in Chica go 

this national participation has as yet not been expressed 

by the Nisei Vet«* World War II group* 

Ppsfflble Jap§nege~fo|erlcan Community Center| 

The present CYO Nisei Center has come to be the social 

and recreational meeting place for the Near North 3ide J apanese 

community* This is primarily because the CYO is centrally 

located and has meeting rooms and lounges which can b e used 

by various groups* It is the only meeting place of any 

size outside the Southside Buddhist church. Most of the Nor th 

3ide ohaaohes do not have buildings of their own but use 

rented facilities or parte of other churhtees. Thus the  CYO 

meeting- rooms are used for English classes, bridge clubs, 

goh tournaments, social», business meetings, etc* The various 

rooms of the building are in use every night of the week  and it 

is not uncommon to find two or three differenct events gol n 

on at the same time in the house« 

While nonimalily operated under Catholic auspices, the Ce nter 

was set up on a non«*denomi national basis and h*s been used as 

such by the Japanese groups. 

_Thekdirect?i>r of the CYO ̂ isei Center, Brother Theophane  Walsh OililCE Oh XHE 

V2HIMCXOI4 

MVK KEFOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbVKXWEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED 2XVXE2 
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feels that the recre tlonal and social activities of the 

Sis©! group Is the big problem that faces the Japanfjjf,.g roup  romo 

at the present time* He feels that the present CYC Nisei 

center is too I'mited in scope and too sm l̂l physically to 

adequately meet these needs* 

The development of the CYC  tfisei center into a central 

meeting pl̂ cc for the Japanese community led Brother Th eophaae 

to fomaiilate plans for expansion of the GYO center into a 

larger community center. Using the social and recreatio nal 

needs of the Nisei group as a  fcxttxjc  start, Brother Theophane 

was able to convince Bishop Shell of the Importance of the 

project. He has been given a tentative o*k. on the proposal 

and is looking for a building in the neighborhood(HearU forthSide) 

which will be large enough to  be used as a community enter 

with a gynas^aumĵ auditorlum; in addition to off! es and meeting 

rooms* This project which Is still unannouunud will be ope rated 

as a non-denominational community center under the auspi ces 

of the CYC* The Community Center will have a sfcfcff of se veral 

full ime workers such as social-welfare direct* r and an 

afchft&fcic director in addition to the ov r̂alCdlrect or. 

\ The Ch'ca o CYO will bear the original cost of buying 

and equipping the new center and wi 1 supply 40^ of the y early 

budget. The other 60i is to be granted(it is hoped| fro m the 

Chicago Council of Social Agencies* The project is now 

for consideration by the Council of Social Agencies* 
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That there is a need for a community center has bean 
ICXOKi 

«learly demonstrated by demands put on the present OYO 

center» Bro. Theophsno now is concerned with getting 

community approval of such a a»« center. In his program, th e 

present ̂ »settlement Committee director would be hired as 

social-welfare director of the new Community Center. Th is 

would means* that the present Chicago Resettlement Commi ttee 

services would be carried on by the Community Center. At t he 

present time the Resettlement Committee operates under 

a very small budget and has difficulty in raising this small 

amount. The director must sfcend a great deal of his time 

trying to aise money for committee expenses. Under the n ew 

program, more time would be available for community ser vices. 

This plan has not been announced publically* Bro. Theopha ne 

has outlined  'it  to various community leaders and has akked 

for advise and support. Some 8ommunlty leaders see gra ve 

disadvantages. While the center is to be operated as anon-

denominational proggsm, it will nevertheless be operate d by 

a Catholic organization. Some leaders feel that sooner or 

later church influeace will be felt. 

The absorption of the Resettlement Committee functions 

by the new Community Center will relieve financial strai n. 

However, the Resettlement Committee has asked tie Counc il of 

Agencies for budget aid and it is reported that this 

request would be acted favora ly upon. If this is true # the 
' MV3HIMCXOM 

Resettlement Committee could devote more time to commun ity 
MVK KEFOCVXIOM VfUHOKIXA 

services. DEbVKXWEM! OK 1HE IM1EKIOK 
ilMIXED 21VXE2 
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The Community Conter proposal also envisions Council 

Social fancies sup ort« To got this auport It must 

demonstrate that its fu ctions will.meet Social Agencies 1 

requirements Certain Resettlement Committee members feel 

that there is an ulterior  m tive in the CYO plan to IbxxxIb absorb 

the Resettlement  Committoe and its dlreotr for It is doubtful 

that the Couroil of Social Agencies will approve two budget ary 

requests of somewhat similar  nature« There is some implication 

that the CYO community oenter group would like the Resettl ement 

C mmIttoe to withdraw its request from the Social *<g*aol es 

and to become frrt of the C  f 0 program* These re settlement 

Committee members feel that the present social welfare noe ds 

of the  re settle  ̂can best be met under the exiting Resettlement 

Committee s$%up  especial ly if financial aid is  forthcoming 

from the Council of Social igenotes*  Kt the same ti e f however t 

these members realize  that the Hesettlement Committee cannot 

develop a social and recreational program to the same exte nt 

that the Community center could* 

What is needed here is a réévaluation of tfee needs of 

the resettler group by the Resettlement Committee* Such r, 

reevaftàttiation is being forced upon the group by the pro posed 

Comm nlty center plan* The Counnil of 3-eial Agences budget 

allotments will be made very shortly and tils will cry at  a -1  ize 

the situation also» 
OEEICE OE XHE DIKECXOK 

MV2HI&1CXOM 

MVK KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbVKXWEMX OK XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMLLED 2XVXË8 

r̂ gMMNMB 
jlzvmb?. 

V̂tJPWoMDS 

BflA 

jRtocufcf 
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Leaderahin rivalry 
VLOTOVi IH8A W 

A very significant development In the Japanese community 

her« Is an Impending «-lit in the leadership group.  *  Lé£dé*Shlp 

in the Japanese groufc has followed in the past somewhat of a 

olique pattern and has been concentrated In the hands of a few 

liberal and active young Issel and mature Hisel« In the last 

year and a half some of the older Issel men have assumed 

prominent roles as leaders in the community« 

Or» of the Interesting features of leadership here 

has been the promlaant role of several of the pre-war local 

Japanese Issel businessmen« One such local Issel in the 

past few years reached* position of prominence and influenc e 

in the resettler group«« While the resettier group was in 

the hectic d-ys of se tling into the Chicago atmosph-re, 

cooperation between this particular local Issel and tfee 

resettler leaders was found« But as the comm nity has begun 

to settle down, a certain amount of friction has developed 

and at the present time the small clique of young, liberal 

ïssei -nd mature ̂ isel are pàannlng strategy to ease this 

particular Issel out of the picture« 

tfetax*ivairy The Immediate cause for the present confli ct 

lies in the interpretation of a Japanese relief drive which 

the Chicago Japanese American Council Is sponsoring. The 

local pre-war Issel businessman has maneuvered himsélf in to 

a poa ti n in which he dominates the drive and this has 

intensified opposition to him by the group mentioned abo* ü£ä 
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Mr* la a pre-war Chicago Issei business men who has 

in operating an oriental art goods store with fair su ccess 

for years In Chicago» He Is still young being in the late 

forties and has an aggressive and dominating personali ty» With 

several other local Japanese he e>rly took the lead in 

helping rssettlers as they case into Chicago« While most  of 

this activity was sincere 9 these pre-war residents who were 

most active were of the type who g £ n a great deal pnnxxi l | 

of emotlo al satisfaction out of being in the limelight * Mr» 

Is a very good example of such a person» 

In the course of the last few years, M has become well 

known throughout the resettier community and has taken a n 

active role in re set tier affairs* He is a member of numer ous 

Japanese organizations and in several holds prominent offi ces. 

For example, he is head of the J\CL Koenkal, a church o fficer, 

an officer of a business gorup, treasurer of the Japanese 

American Council, etc. His wife is president of the Japa nese 

Women*s Clubs of Chicago» 

it is claimed, was one of the main sponsors of the 

Japanese newsraper in Chicago and for the first few month s 

largely met the paper*s financial obligations» It is claime d 

also that M also made his influence felt in the 

editorial policy of the paper» 

oiwcE ok xhe dikecHe  was one of the original Koenkai founders and was 

chosen head of this group» This group was run with iron h and 

by M and many of the Is  se'i  'Htiillnesŝ en resented M's high handed 
M V K KEFQCVXIOM VilLHOKLLA 

tactics. It  ijfr  r ^ f ^ ^ ^ t V ^ H^^ fM 3 ^ ! ! ^ decided on the 

amount each Issei membe^wtSPd^J^W'^bute to the Koenkai fu nd/ 
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He fexxxx  was one of the dominant participants In the 

organization meeting of the Chicago Japanese  Council groups 
J-panéiirèàneil 

and was elected treasurer of this group.(See Minutes, Ju ly 29, 1^4 

M*s domineering manner and personality has gained him a fft& ftowing 

efpeolally among the older Isstii He Impresses many peo ple 

and has *xxxx taken over the position of leadership in sev eral 

of the local Japanese organizations* fhis leadership, h owever, 

was in the beginning self designated» 

K*s method of seeking the limelight has gradually broug ht 

about dislike onthe part of many of the mature Hisei and young 

Issei leaders. This group who ha.^ worked with M in the pa st 

feel that he does not have too much ability and crltlilse 

him esp cially for taking credit for work his subordinates do* 

Various cases in point are cited to prove their case. T he 

huge Memorial Day banquet which was a success was the resul t 

of  fclose  cooper tion among 14 or so local Japanese organizatio ns. 

It was sxfcxs* because of this good ©©operation that t he formation 

of the Chicago Ja ansae American Council was speeded up. M 

was m t x s x s in charge of ticket selling and ess claim d and 

was awarded credit f r a very successful ticket selling 

campaign. Actually, say his critics, all the real work was 

done by anther person who was shoved in the backgr und by 

II and was not given any credit f r the backbreaking labor of 

carrying out the campaign. 

More recently the Japanese Relief DMve has brought 

shower of criticism on H. Various Japanese groups in 

city have been interested in sending food and money to 

Ja an and after deliberation the Chicago Ja anese American 

YH0T3I 

Y ua 
| aaTiMU 

A LJ J3TATS Ifl̂iKmt 
aaKoS 

aHAfl 
<MMAT8 
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Council to act as "ipcmsor 'for  the drive* M was 

chosen  with several  others to form a subcommittee to 
aoToaaia  SHT TO aoraao 

organize plans for the drive* M. more or less designated 

himself as temporary chairman and suddenly without cons ultation 

with the other committee members called a meeting of the 

committee* Some committee members were given only three or 

four hour notice of the meeting and were unable to attend* 

It Is claimed also that M, brought in various non~Council 

re  resentatIves *  At this meeting M was elected president 

of the Belief Drive group by  a margin of several votes. 

Bis critics claim that  i f tWw all the committee members  had 

been present M would not -rmv# been ejected* 

M* after his election proceded to outline  a grandiose 

scheme which envisioned setting up an office in downto wn 

Chicago with a paid director and several office workers* 

He envlslone soliciting aid and sup ort from such agencies 

as  Oath:llo Charities, Chicago Chamber of Commerce, etc. 

Sheh a proposal was far beyond the Council conception* The 

other leaders were horrified and quickly defeated this 

proposal* The Drive was set up merely as a small scale 

relief measure and was sponsored  b y the Ja-anese American 

Council on that basis* 

K*s critics feel that his main concern in drawing up auch 

an el borate proposal w s the honor that would come to him* 
I—7T77X ±m if has gradually lost many of his early colla ,>orators j *
Ji0 'T\ji 

I * Yuar 
editor of the Chicago 3hisipo once regarded, as M's prot egft̂ aa  if 

made a clean break with 1 and is now running the newspa W ^ n | 
¡wmmhmS 

his own* His attitude towards  M is s Id to  be unfavorable in 
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HOTOWIH8AW 

the «stroma. The JAOL Koenkai Is reported to are 

largely fallen *prt because of M f s high handed tactic 

during the first months of operation of the group* 

The struggle between the younger leaders and M is 

interesting for both M and the young group started out as 

self appointed leaders. M'*e support n v oomes mostly from 

the older Issei who are Impressed by his manner and past 

performances. 

Theee ix probably ISme suboonseious Jeolousy entering 

into the picture  a' so.  xhtefcx It apparently is true that 

K likes to seek the liraell ht while letting subordinates 

do the real work involved in various community projects . The 

resettler leaders most of whom also like the limelight ten d 

on the other hand to be very hard and earnest workers. While 

it is aleo true that this group set themselves up as leaders , 

s me hsd bee leaders in pre-war Vest Coast' B8FnW1W88 relocatlon 

center©• Many of this group feel that M has used the reset tler 

group mainly to gain position of Importance which satisfie s 

his ego. 

Within the next few months M's position  tmtttx probably will 

be challenged by the younger resettler leaders. 

Y5J0T0I 
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Founded 1944# Membership 
now 300. Served as welfare 
group during early resettle-
ment days, Shifting now into 
political and informational 
channels« Dominated by small 
group of intellectuals. Fin-
ancially in despar te conditioi 

J.A.C.L. KOSTKAI 
(I33EI SUPPORTERS) 

Founded(1945) and dominated 
by pre-war Chic go Issel 
businessman. Initial fund of 
11500 raised. No activity 
summer and fall of 1946. 

BUDDHIST CHURCH 

YOUNG BUDDHISTS AS30C. 
(YBA) 

3 separate and distinct 
Buddhist churches 
1. Midwest Buddhist Church-

Shin ŝ ot and largest group 
2.  Zmn Church 
3. Chicago Buddhist Church-

Non~sectarian group. 

Strong YBA group which is 
almost identical with Midwest 
Buddhist church for Midwest 
YBA controls church policy 
and founded church. 
Young Peoples Group of 
Chicago Buddhist Church oorres 
ponds to Midwest YBA in age. 
But in Chicago Buddhist, YBA 
are teen-agers who  meet  for 
social purposes. 

EASTERN YOUNG BU D U S T S LEAGUE 
(E .Y .B.L.) 

YB\ of Midwest Buddhist Ch. 
and YPG of Chioago Buddhist 
Church members of E.Y.B.L. 

OfcUCS Ok 
'f'Witr 

MV8HI MCXOlHI 

M V K K E F O C V X I O M \I 
D E b V K X W E M X O E XH] 

flMIXED 2X 

No formal Shinto ohurch setup. 
Possibly a small amount of 
home worship goes on. 

1 X H O K I X A 
II4XEKI0K 

r XE2 
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CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

R@settlers attend over 100 
UNSEQREGATED local ChMet^an churches In 

Greater Chicago. 

Several unsegregated churches 
have Japanese American pastors 
or special Japanese services, 
it) 

a* Armitage Methodist Church 
(Japanese pastor) 

baocX»uet)(xSxaŝ t«KtmKxSk  • 
iXixiix^xxtî xx 

c. South Congregational 
Church (Nisei pastor) 

d. First Church of Brethern 

3EGREÖATED Christian Churches with 
strictly Japanese congregation, 
let 

a, Japanese Church of Christ 
b. Japanese Christian Church 

at Moody(Holiness) 

COORDINATING COMMITTEE Ch'cago Japanese African 
Council formed July, 19^6. 
17 Japanese American organiza-
tions in Chicago are »embers 

i 

JAPANESE CH\M3ER OF CO MERC'S No. 

0 HER JAPANESE BUSINESS 0RMNI7ATI0N3 

PROFESSIONAL MEN1S CLUB Yes 

MUTUAL AID ASSOC ATION £es , Mutual Aid  Service 
Club of business men. 



PANTERE IKVSPâPfR 

NI3EI N!ÌTSPAPKR 

Chicago 3himpo founded Nov» 
19^5« 8 page Japanese lang. 
tabloid« Editor, young, liber* 
al Issei. Important factor 
in Jaranese community, 

Chicago Nisei Courier founded 
$0*» 1946* Only one issue 
published to date•(dbfc.19̂ 6) 
Former editor of Nisei 
Mews(Wise1 sports paper) 
has hand in new  Nisei paper 
and is sport 1s editor» 

Tffl&RAN ORO 'NIDATION Nisei Vets of World War II 
founded f. 19^6. No affilia 
ation with national Veteran 
organizations»  Group is 
social club for Nisei  veterans. 

PREFECT0RS(K13ÌN|) ORfANIZATION Informal setup. One pre-
fecture group sponsored a 

community wide picnic summer 
of 19*6. 

RE3ETTIJ25IEMÎ COMMITTEE 
<SEP\RSTE A-A NESS WELFARE AGE ÎC ) Chicago Resettlement Committee 

with paid Japanese welfare 
worker organized when WH& 
closed. Committee is financed 
by contribu tlcns from Japanese 
community and from interested 
individuals of larger  commun-
ity« Attempt now being made 
to get Community Chest finan-
cial support» 

WOMEN3 FUJIN K4Î (Clubs) Various women's  fcfcubs  of 
OfcEICE OH XHE DIKEGXOK churches, and other organicat ic 

have overall organisation 
with officers and meetings. 

MV2HIMGXOM 

M V K KEFOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbVKXMEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED 2XVXE2 
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SEPARATE ATHLKTffiffiPfUA 7 I O I T A O O N i s e i Sports Assoc. 
ASD LEAGUES in Chicago. Organized and 

MOTOMIH3AW directed by Nisei promoter. 
Basketball, baseball, bowling 
league and tournaments held, 
ie. Japanese btisin»99 est abl. 
sponsor bowling teams. 1His©i 
Liquors* p Bob's Cafe*, *Nisei 
Hotel* eto. 

Japanese American organizations 
also have athletic teams, lef 
CYO basketball team, JAGL 
teams, eto. 


