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WEEKLY SUMMARY REPOR?T O JULY 22 THROUGH JULY 28, 1946

Thn main part of the week was spent in acqmalnting
individuals and organizations concerned with Japancse American
problems in Chicagzo with the purpole-_dnd aiil of the Resettlerert
Study. Some faotual inrormation was gathered as a result
of inverviews bﬁt this was secondary for tie making of contacts
for future reference was ﬁho nain aim, That this approach will
pay diviients already 1is evident. 3Several of the individuals
approached and acquainted with our program have made second
contaets of their own volitlon and are expresslng great 1l terest
in the study. .

Approximately 20 interviews were made duting the week. About
1/3 of these were formal in the sense t.at they will be doec-
unented as field reports. The others were ﬁainly one sided
in that they acquainted groups with the Resetllement St.dy
program and laid the groundwork for fulure eontacts. As such
they will not be recorded as fleld rlportl.1

The problem of central headquarters for fleld work is
pressing and as y t unsolved. The focal point of Japanese
Amerilecan concentratic: in the city both ffrom a physical and
ou;turll point of view is on the Near North 3ide., Fleld

T.These int rviews were wit, suoh people as Univers ty professors(
(br. Redfield, Dr, lavighurst, Prof. Warner, Univ. of Chicago)
various executive d!rectors of large mXkx organisatlors(Chleaso
Church group, XYNCA, etc,)
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headquartiers sho.ld be in this area. The University of Chicago
is una le to supply any space and the loecation in any event
wo.ld not be too good. Atttnﬁt to get private space at a
research library on thue Near North Side failed, although study
desks in a large research room could be asslgneds Phoning and
sonversation would not be -llowodf quxgggalation(JA) numbers
several thousand and seversl small business constellations
have developed there. For the time seing the Chicapo fileld
vorkerﬁ is 1living in this South S1de area but interds to move
to the North Side later on. Temporarily, one of the anal sts
(ToshY.) has been established at a 1 rge YYCA in the North

3idex dutri_ot.

Hunber of Japanese Amerigsns in Chigago

The nutber of Japaese Americans in Chica-o 1s set approxe
imately at 20,000 by the organizations and in@i#iduals who have
been working wit: the Japanese American group the past few years.
A Nisel commercial firm is mmx involved in issuing a name directory
for Chicago. This direct ry which is now at the printers lists

. some 17,000 names. The ftti estimates that this 1lists represents
roughly 80% of adult population in Chicsgo and gives as their
esti ate of total lelnl‘; American population a figure ranging
from 23,000 to 25,000, The general estimate of 20,000 23 probably
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ilonut to the actual number.
Use_of Chicago Direetory

Just what use this directory will be to the Chicago Study
is unknown as none of the raw material has been seen by the
analyet. Publication i1s seheduled for the end of August but
it 1s hoped that some of the data will be available before
then,. A fairly large error must be anticipnted. Some
arganizations anticipate an error as large as 40%¢ in the
names and a few eriticisms of paddins for commereial use
.ro ‘0lced, At the present time this direetory promises to
be the quickest method of getting at population figures
for the Chioago group. Checking, however, will have to be
dcne 1f 1t is used to any great extent.
Elustustion of Population

The Japanese American population here is fluctuating
a great deal. The flow of Japanese Americams out of the eity
continues but there scems to be as largey or even greater
flow into the citye WNost of the incoming people come from
otaer Midwest areas(Cleveland, Cineinattl, St. Louls, Kansas
City, eto) and from the West Coast. It is neld that jous
are mcre plenti.ful in the Chicago area, tne persaney of gush
Jobs better assured and housing 1s reputed to be less tight

in the area.
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nonbmiol'gﬁf'vg

Tie American Council of Race Relations 1s sponsoring an
'Soonomi® Loss Survey' in the Chicago area., This survey is
glmilar to the one recently made on the West Coast by the ACRR.
Rurpose of the survey is oompilation of basic data on the
@cnomic losses of the evacuees. Such information will be
used in c¢on unction wixhtthd Claims Bill now before Congress,
The results of the West Coast survey are said to me.ger. It
is saild that out ceveral thousand questionaries only some 200
responses were netted. Attempt to get better OOQperation
in Chicago is planned and a sam le of 3,000 or sé g;ll e

the goal. The Chicago Japanese American Oonﬂat- will

' 4

undertake the gathering of materisal bu(:po hip qr the

survey will be on part of American Council i Race Relations.
8 1in the planning
b § . i

stage but 1t 18 expected to zet under w;; some @pu in ~Aﬁmt

At present the Gl icago eeonomic survey

ad 18 to be completed by late Septémber. umlf several thousand
responses are recelved, the survey will be extremely valuable to
uss Unofficlally, the andlyst 1is oonsuitir;g with the pia ning
group and much of the basie aterial should be avallable to

the study arter it is gatuered.

e e it
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The major portion of the week was spent by the analysts
in contaeting organizational groups in an attempt to evaluste
the data on Chieage routthrt*\ﬁmh groupl. possessed.,
Jesettler Population Analygis:

At present there are no trustworthy statistical data
o resettlers in Chlcage that can be used in making a population
analysis, The Chicago Japanese Year Book, 1946-47 in whieh
18,000 to 20,000 names and addresses are to be lrist.ed will not
be out until late September, This diredtory now conslsts of
a file of individuals listed by street location. The only
information on the individuals 1s that of address =nd t lephoné
nunber, The directory as it stands provides little information
that can be used for population analysils purposes.

The Church Federati on of Greater Chicage has a flle on
14,000 resettlers which gives the type of informatiom, sueh
a8 age, sex, nativity, pre-evacuation residence, center, arrival
in Chieago, religion, ete, which 1s needed fo a populat ion
analysis. However, thls file is so inaccurate that it would
be a wastex of time t.;a tabuleste the information in 11;,. The
Giurch @roup is trying te being this flle up-to-date and the
rechecking 18 to be finished by late September. An analysis
of this resettler file at that time will yield some usuable
results. |

If the response to the proposed nononio loss survey in
Chicage is adequate, additional Information on a sanple cross-

section of Chicago resettlers will be available for analyels.
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A population analysis of resettler group in Chieago
mst walt upon completion of the above surveys.

There are three major areas of concentration in whiech
Japancse Americans are locatcd in the eity, Roughly these
can be delimited as:

1. %gg;g Side. Aeggx. Fopulation Est
neoln Park, Lakeview and S ud% Est. hieapgo D y

Uptown dlstricts,
y ,000

2. Near dorth S ,
Tear Eoréﬁ s%ﬁe district cover- 10,000 15,000

ing ar¢a from Grand Ave to
Diversey, nort, & south, and
Sheridan to !ake lichigan(west
to east)

3+ Sou S

Oakland, Kenwood, liyde Park, 5,000 5,000
Vicodlasan aress.

total 23,553 ’ o
27,000

Within each of tiuese areas, further concentrations can be doliuitod."
The North Side group is largely a residential group although a
few businesses have sprung up in the area., A conserv-tive estim te
of population would be around 5,000,
The Near North Side area is the most 1 portant section far
purposes of the Resettlement Study. ii was here the largest number

of pre~war Japanese lived and where the few Japarese shéps and

1.These -reas of oonoantratian are bDeing outlined on maps am oaolosieal
deseription of areas are being prepared,
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WEEKLY SUMUARY REPORT --JULY 28 THROUGH AUGUST 3, 1946
businesses were located, It 1s the heart of Jaspanese resettlement
today and there 18 no doubt thst the area will be the center of
eommunity activities both from a cultural and economic point of
view, Scores of busineeses are cperating herqu&xm churches
are located here as are many headquarters of Japanese organizations,
e largest number of resettlers in the city ls concentrated in
this section. A conserv tive estimate is around 10,000 although
the Chicago Ja anese directory p-ople who have been canvassing
tne area for the last six months estimate at least 15,000 Japanese
live here, it

The area 18 very reminiscent of the pre-war 'Little Tokyos's
The same degree of concentiration of Japanese shops 1s not present
here but the atmosphere iz very similar, The business section
is rundowny many chesp rooming houses and hotels abound and
the area 1s dotted with saloons and bars, The Japanese shops

are interspersed amon 8t these other shops and businesses. The

Japanese operated rooming houses and hotels are also ﬁ&&h

ﬂm.ﬁ’i&;&}x.gﬂhgmi are probably several thousand if not

mre resettlers living — apartments above these

type of businesses.

The South Side area oan be dividided to three separate
concentrations. The E.55 street are-(lyde Park a:d Woodlawsn)
seens to be dov.ioping ‘nto the heart of tie .Ja Janeseé community
on t e South Side. Population in this area is conservatively

estimated at 5,000,
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Broation of the Chicago Jajanese American Couneil
The formal organizati on meeting of the Chicago Japanese
. Mmerican Couneil was one of the most important events of the week
from the standpoint of the integration of the local Japanese group.
& this meeting, on July 29, 14 local Japanese organizations became
charter members of the Couneil. The Constitution was adopted
and officers elc¢ted. The charter members represent almost every
formal group in the Japanese community in the city. They aret
JACL
JACL Koenkal (supporters)
First Baptist Church
Chicago Buddhist Chureh
lidwest Buddhist Church
Msel Fellowship
CYC HNisel Center
Ohieago Resettlers Committee
Japanese Christian Church at lMoody
Chureh of Christ of Chieago(4th Presbyterian)
Japanese Women's Clubg
First Hethodlst Church at Armitage
¥edlecal Group
Hutual Ald Soeclety
. tha
The organization of the Counell appears to'result of much
discussion anithought on the part of the charter members. These
organizations have felt a need for an overall group to help facilitate
the adjustment problems that resettlers, lssei and Nisel, are
meetinz in Chicago. The coordination of the activities of the
various groups will be of gresat value to the Japariese population.
Leadership in the Council is strong and an unusual degree of
gooperation 1a apparent in the member groups. The Council snould
become a strong and influential agent here and its development should

be carefull followed for tie next year,
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Weekly Summary July 28 to August 3, 1946.

Nisel veteran diseriminatiop in jobe

There 18 some indication that dob.dlleriminatioh arainst Nisel
wterans is golng -on here, This needs checking. It might be worth-
while t ough to oompare this report with Niseil veteran experlence
in the West Coast area. Is this dlserimination(if it exists else
where) part of a larger pattern of diserimination agsinst minority
@oup veterans in general? The Chicago staff workers suspect this
to be the case.

The report unearthed this week thst Nisei were working =a 'scabs’
(ih sense of refusing to Joing unicns) brings up the muxmxxianm problem .
of getting at the reasons behind such relustance(if it exists on
a wide scale). A rppresentative Japanese American group here
in Ohieago attempted to explain to union officials some of the
reagsons for this reluctance, (See fileld rpport, Attitude toward
lator unions, August 2, 1946) A cheek with West Cosst analysts

would be valusble, 1Is Mepﬂttem of reluctance to join unions?

Are the reasons offered by the Japanese group here valid or are
they partly rationalizations? A cheeck on the zetual history of
Japanese union experience before the war would be helpful on this

sgore.,

#
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WEZKLY SUMMARY REPCRT ~~AUGUST 4 THROUGH AUGUST 10, 1946 | -
The analysts continued to concentrate their activities |

on the gathering of basic background information. J.deY
carried on with orgnhi:ational group contacts while Tosh Y,
devoted part of his time to rather intensive interviewing
of individuals with whom he already had some contact.

The summer months in Chicago are not too ideal from a
fleld worker's standpoint. July and August are the traditional
¥idwest vacation months here. Organizational activities have
been largely l;-pondod for the summer. lany leaders are away
on vacation., 7This suspension of activities holds particularly
for thgreliglous and socdal groups. Mid-September will see
a renalssance of activities in the Japanese American groups.
Supo tournaments

One of the most significant events of the week was the
Sumo tournament which was held én Sunday, Amgust 4, According
to its sponsors, this was the first Sumo event % given outside
of relogation centers since pre-war days., The officlal sponsor
of the tournamemt here was the Chicago Shimpo although the
real backers and organizers were a group of Issei men who are
Sumo enthuslasts. Good support was obtained from the Japanese
Anmericanx business men who donated some 300 merchandise prizes.

The tournament was very successful both f;om an attendance
and a financial poin. of view, A profit of roughly $200 was
reallzed through gate donations. A formal Sumo society 1s to
be organized in Chicago and this fund will be wged by this

group. The sponsors and org.ﬂizorl were very oareful to avoid
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any assoclation with former Sumo enthusiasts who utilized Sumo
for gambling purposes. Apparently in the peepwar days this
was an lmportant elenent. Emphasis here is on the soeial and
recreational value of Sume for Issel andthe sponsoring group
is resolved that the new soclety 1s not to be used for gambling
interests.
The attendance was e timsted at 500 although the offieciale
@laimed that over P00 attended throughout the afternmoon., As was
to be expected,fssel men predominated. There were some Issel
women present but they were in the minority.
City wide pmblicity was given to this affair. A photographer
for the Ameriean Negro Press Assoc. was present as well as a
sport photographer from the Chicago Dally News. The Dally News
published a full sheet of photographs on this tournament in one
of ite dally editions. (see copy attached to Sumo field report)
This Sumo event demonstrates not only the need for recreational
adctivities for the Issel group but also i1llustrates the emergence
of Issel leadership . This is one of the first, if not first,
‘major event concern.ng the Japanese American community which was
directed and sponsered by Issel., In the past here Nisel and Issel

have combined to sponsor Ialgi recreational events.
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Egonomiec_loss survey:
Plans for the Chicago economic loss survey changed again this

week. The director of the American Councll on Race Relations
felt that the results of such a survey might not warraht the time
and expense involved in gathering material. Another faetor
that was discussed at a joint meeting oflthe ACRR director and
Chicago Japanese American Council committee was the possibility
of such a survey hindering rather than aiding the Caaims Bill,
(This will be discussed later).

The committee decided to try the survey on a very limited scale
before adunching into a community wide program. —The Chicago
Resettlers Committee office and the CYO office are to be de-
slgnated as interview offices. Resettlers wall be invited
through newspapers and organizations to come to these offices
and f111 out questionatres. There will be no attempt to send out
Interviewers at this time. A sample of so;;ral hundred will be
sought. This limited swrvey is to start the second week in
September.

New Buddiist church organized:

Another significant event was the emergence of an.thnrn4ggJ
Buddhist church. This is a Zen sect organization mand has " § 
two ministers who have begun operations here. No facgullﬁ N *
data has been 3;thered'aa yet on this Zen church, but a pere |
liminary guess would be that this particular group will bi
largely Issel and the church activities will be Japanese in

sulturl ﬁf‘af-.:&.;.
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The week was very quiet from a ecommunity autiﬂty
point of views The summer vacation lull has not yet been broken,
The analysts carried on with a survey of group organizations
and began Lo emphasis intensive interviewing of individuals,
Tosh Y, who was finishing up his detail in the Chicapo area.
concentrated on interviewing individuals and families with
— whom he had had some previous cont-=ct,
Elmost a month has passed since the analyst arrived in
Chicago. A fow broad outlines of community life are beginning
to show upe.
It is apparent that 1§adcf'ah1p at present 1s concentrated
in the hands of a few liberal and active young Isseil and older
Nisel, Organizational charts for all Japanese American groups
‘, in the city are bheing prerer~d, These char's are very revealing,
1 On paper at lenst the lendership that has emerged 1s somewhat
like that of interlocing direct -rshirs, For examrd, one prominent
¥isei in additlon to heading the newly formed Council for Japare-e
Americans in Ch’'eago also holds three presidencps in other
important organizations as well as being represented on various
committees and boards., T a lesser extent this multiple office
holding is fourd for otho{ resettlers who have ~merged as leadesrs,
- Significant also is that several older, pre-war, Chicogo
“(IUuol: m;n: are playing piominont parts in the affairs of the
resettlers, In gereral o'der,.Issel res~ttlers are Jjust begi ing
to emerge from theivrforced rétiverentiiiOKILL

DELVELHWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
fIMILED @LV1EZ
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in one way by the growing community interest with respect to Issel
recreational needs, This is evidenced in various ways, The’
Chicago (non-sectarian) Buddhist Chnroh.hsn taken the lead in
this interest, Within the "ast year in additi-n to forming
separate Issel men's and women's groups in the church organization,
the nonesectarian Buddhist Chureh has sponsored several purely
social and recreational Issel groups., Japanese movies have been

| shown. An Issel poetry club was formed and meets once a month,
An Issei Noh drana gpuup was organized,

The Ch!pago Resettlers Committee has a program of Issel
entertainment planned, The Commi:itee 1is staring a city-wide
Goh(Yapanese chess) tournament in 3eptember, The Sumo tourn-
ament @ponsored by a group of Sumo enthmusissts was another
attempt to prov'de Japanese cultural entertainment for the Issel,
The Japanese gambli-g houses have Japanese gambling zames for
the older Isseil men patrons as well as American fomms of gambling
ganes,

The newly formed Council for Japanese Americans in Chicago

has listed Iss=eil recreation as one of the important itams on

tiﬁ!t program. . ’

OERICE Ok LHE DIFECLOK

MVZHIACLOU

MVE KETOCVLIOM VO.LHOKLLA
DELVELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
(UILED <¢LV.LEZ
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SUMMARY REPDRT October 1M8%535§;”00tab0r 14, 1946

Note? The C palyst was out of the Chlcago area for the
month of %X+ "This summary report eonsists of sofie ‘gefspal
obaorvlti?na on the area made ten days or so after return to
the are=,

The fall season has seen a burst of activity amongst
the varlous Japanese American organizations in Chicago.

The churches, botlh Christian and Buddhist, have begun the
fall soclal activities., A clty wide Hobby Show 1is heing
spo-sored by the Ressttlera' Committee. The local JACL
chapler 1s earrying on = new membership drive and has been
issulng registrat'on and eleetio~ inforration.

A few programs sshldided for 211 have been shelved.
The Beonomic Cadims 3ufvsy which was tc be sponsored by ‘he
American Council of Nace Relations has besen ealled of by
the Council. 28 a result the Chicago Jarenese American Couneil
has given up the idea of making such a aurvey .

The United Minlstry to Resettlers' plan of bringing up to date
its resettler file of so e 14,000 names and addresses has
likewise foundered. The original sponsor of this plan has
resigned as Ressttleme't Director of the United Ministry to
Fesettlers and his successor does not feel the plan of checking
the file 1s practical.

A sample check carried out in one ghurch community demon=
strated that a trewendous amount of time and labor “as necessary
for this routine checking. The present director of the IUf
Ministry feels that 1t would take several years to check [tk
fi%@ by which time it would be out of dste again, Except
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small section the resettler file will not be checked,

The Chicago Directory which was scheduled for publication
the end of August has not yet made its appear=ance, The
girootory is now at the printers but difficulties with the
binding end of the book mov inddeate that an additional delay
will follow the printing, '

HiseiVeter:n orgenization

Nisel veteran organization fina'ly has gotten underway

in Chicago. In September a group of Jorth Side Nisel met

at the CY0O Nisei Center and organized the Nisei Veterans of
World War II, The group has aboutl00 members, The organization
is an independent Nisei club and is not affiliated with any

of the national veteran organizations, Only 2 handful of the
Nise! veteranz members belons to national organizations and‘
most of those that do are in the AVC,

The general attitude of the Nisei veterans here i Chicago
toward the various nstional orgsnizations seems to be one of
eriticism. Expres=ions such as "No good outfit', ‘'Wastetime'
and 'Prejudiced bunch' are heard éspecia’ly among the younger

veterans. 1In general, however, the average Nisei ¥mperan in

~Chicago knows very little about the various national veteran

- Orsanizations except for the cases of discrimination against

Visel veterans,
Here the AVC has booﬂﬁ%ﬁfugﬁi} natio al veteran organization
- MVE EETOCY1IOHM VO IHOETLLA
DEBVELHWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
(IMLLED €LY.1E?2
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ch has taken a real interest in the Nisel veteran., During

late summer, xmwara® representatives of national veteran organi-ation:
were invited to speak to interccted Nisel veterans at the CYO
Center and to explain to the veterans the program of their

organization, ueRRaRRREAERReFRRARRR R i ob PEeo0Rt At V2R
!iﬁ-!iﬁii%:i%iiiﬁi.ﬂi.q“'"1°“' concerning discriminatory

incidents inv@dving these two organizations towards Nisel veterans.
It 1s reported that these rOproaontativea-wera embarrassed

by such questions and coul’ only spealk in gonoraiitlea regarding
possible diserimination in local chapters here, Neither of

these twe representatives(American Legion VFV) have attempted
any followup with the Nisei veteran group.

In contrast the Chieago AVC has evidenced a good amount
of interest in the Nisel veteran and itarepresentatives have
been gontinually urging thémx Nisei group to join the AVC,

The University of Chicago AVC group i1s g-ing out of its way

to oncourago Jisel participation. This group reeently publish 4
an open letter of invitation to Nisel veterans in the Pacifiec
Citizen,

The Nisel Veterans of World War II was organized primarily
as a soclal club, The temporary president, however, has been
cne of the leaders of the veterans who feel that there whould
be partieipation in“iargervutoran organi~-ation, It 1is too

OEEICE OE .LHE DIEECLOFK

early to see what sort of development will occur 4in this group.

oy put
A similar group of Higel veterans hage q.lll!-;gfin
3eattle, Ihere plso the main purposa for the separate organization
JEBVELNEWL Ok LHE IALEBIOE
was that of .ociﬁﬁ?i%éfi pAnpfeattle thousrh the group hes as
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't of 1ts program membershir on part of individual members

in a national v-teran organization. All membera are urged
to jJoin at least one of the national groups. Here in Chlcago
this national participation has as yet not been expressed

by the Nisel Vets. World War II group.

‘Rossible Japanege-American Community Center:

The present CYO Nisei Center has come to be the social
and recreational meeting place for the Near Yorth 3ide Japansse
community. This is primarily because the CYO is centrally
located and has meeting rooms and lounges which can be used
by various groups. It 1s the ornly meeting place of any
size outside the 3outhside Buddhist church, Most of the North
31de chuaches do not have bulldings of thelr ~wn but use
rented facilities or parts of other churbkes, Thus the CYO
me~tine rooms are used for English classes, bridge clubs,
goh tournmaments, socials, business meetings, ete, The wvarious
rooms of the building are in use every night of the week and it
18 not uncommon to find two or three differenct events goin
on at the same time in the house,

While nonimahly opersted under Catholle auspices, the Center
was set up on a nonedenominational basis and h=s bheen used asg

such by the Jaranese groups.

e on o i@ directdr of the CYO Nisei Center, Brother Theophane Walsh

MVEHIMGLOKW

MVE KETOCVLIOUA VOILHOKLLA
DELVELWEWL OL LHE IMLEKIOK
MMALLED €LlV.LEe
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feels that the recre-tional and social activities of the

Visei group is the big problem that faces the Japangse group .
at the present time, He feels that the present CYO Nisei
ecenter is too 1'mited in scope and too sm2ll physically to
sdequately meet these needs,

The development of the CYO Nisel center into a central
meeting place for the Japanese community led Srother Theophaae
to foommlate plana for expansion of the CYO cenber into a
larger community center. Using the soelal Qnd'roorentional
needs of the Nisel group as a XxXtxx start, Brother Theophane
wag able to convince Bilshop Sﬁoil of the impeort-nece of the
pro ject. He haas been given a tentative o.k. on the proposal
and 1s looking for a building in the neighborhood(lNeariorthside)
which will b2 large enough to be used as a community enter
with a zynasiaumdauditorium, in addition to offices and meeting
rooms, This project which 1s still unannouunad will be operated
as a non~denomimational community center under the nusplces
of the CY0, The Community Center will have a sh&ff of several
full ime workers such as soclal-welfare directX r and an
ath@détc director in additdon to the overallairector,

The Ch'ca o CY0 will be=r the original cost of buying
and equirping the new center and wi 1 supply 40% of the yearly
budget., The other 6@0% 18 to be granted(it is hoped)] from the
Chleago Council of 3oclal Agemeles, The project is mow up
for consideration by the Council of Soclal Agencles,
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That there is a need for a community center has been

N 8learly demonstrated by demands put on the present CYO

center. Bro., Theoph2ne now is concerned with getting
community aprroval of such a new ¢enter. In hia program, the
present p.uttlomnt gmxttn director would be hired as
soclal-welfare director of the new Community Center, This
would mean® that the present Chicago Resettlement Committee
services would be earried on by the Community “enter. At the
present time the Resettlement Committee operates unier
2 very small budget and has difficulty in raising this esmall
amount, The director must spend a grest deal of his time
trying to rise money for committee ~xpenses. Under the new
program, more time would be avddlable for community services.
This plan has not been announced publieally. Bro. Theophane
has outlined it to various community leaders and has akked
for advise and s pport. Bome Sommunity leaders see gravs
diladvantagdn, While the center 1s to be operated 58 anone
denominstional proggeam, it will nevertheless be operated by
a Catholiec organization, Some leaders feel that sooner -r
later chureh influeace will be feilt.
The absopption of the Resettlement Committee funetions
- by the fiew Commun'ty Center will relieve financial strain,
However, the Resettlement Committes haas asked t e Council of
owcs o Soedal Agencies for budget aid and 1t 1s reported that this
request would be acted favora-ly upon., If this 1s true, the
O MYEZHINCLOM

Resettlement Committee could devote more time to community
MVE KETOCYLIOU VOIHOKLLA

services, DELYELWEWIL OE LHE IMLEKIOK
[IMILED 2lY.1E2
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The Community Center propos=l also envisions Couneil
Social ‘gpemcies sup ort. To got this suport i1t must
donon-trato that 1ts fu-ctions will meet 3o0clal Agencies'

requirements Certain lesettlement Committoe members feel
that there 1s an ullerior m-tive in the CYO plan to kmrmk absordb
the Reselttlément Committee and its direct-r for 1t is doubtful
that the Councill of Social Agenciles will aprrove two “udgetary
requests of somewhat similar natures There 1s some implieation
that the CY0O eommunity center group would like the Resettlement
Committee to withdraw its request from the Soclal ‘gemcies
and to become pnrt of the CY0 program. These Resettlement
Committee n;omboﬂ feel that the present s~¢'al welfare naeds
of the re=zettleif can beat be met under the ex’'sting Resettlemett
Committoe sébup espeelally 1f financlal ald is fortheoming
‘from the Couneill of 3601&1 Agencies, At the same t1 o,howoi.r.
these members realize that the Fesettlement Committee cannot
develop a sccial and recre~tional program to the aame 6xtont
that the Community center could,

What 1s need~d here 1s a reevauation of the needs of
the resettler group by the Resettlement Committ-e, Such =
reevalldttiation 1s being forced upon the group by the proposed
Comm nity center plan, The Coummnil of 3-eial Agenc’'es budget
allotments will be made very shortly and this wil) erystalize

the situation alsco,

ERICE OF ILHE DIFECLOF

MVEHIHCILOW

MVE KEI'OCVY.LIOM VOILHOELLA
DELVELHWEML Ok LHE IMLEEIOK
NMLLED 2LVLEZ2
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Leadership rivalry VOTONIHEAW ‘
A wvery significant development in the Japanese community
here 1s an impending s-1it in the leadership sreup.’“EWﬁhiiiﬁT$”
in the Japanese group has followed in the past somewhat of a
¢lique pattern and has been concentrated in the hands of a few
1iberal and active young Issel and mature Nisei. In the last
year and a half some of the older Issel men have assumed
prominent r-les as leaders in the community.
One of the interesting features of leadership here
has been the promimant role of several of the pre-war loecal
Japanese Issel businessmen, One such local Issel in the
past few years roaoho€§ position of prominence and influence
in the resettler groupx, While the resettler group was in
the heetle d-ys of se tling into the Chicago atmosphere,
cooperation between this particular loecal Issei and the
resettler leaders was found, But as the comm nity has begun
to settle down, a certalin amount of frietion has developed
and at the present time the small elique of young, liberal
Issel ond mature Visel are planning strategy to ease this
particular Issel out of the plottre.
' Xmtsxrivairy The immediate cause for the rresent confliect
lies in Lhe interpretation of a Japanese relief drive whieh
the Chilecago Jaranese American Council is sronsoring., The
lacal preewar Issel businessman has maneuvered hims&lf into
8 pos t1°m in whieh he dominates the drive and this has

intensified opposition to him by the group mentioned abo
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Bl | Mpr, M%8ée i3 a preewar Chicago Issel business men who has

MENCYéen operating an oriental art goods store with fair success
for years in Chicago, He 1s still yoﬁng being in the late
forties and has an aggressive und‘danﬂnnting rersonality., With
several other local Japanese he e-rly took the lead in
helping resettlers as they came into Chicago. While most of
this activity was sincere, these pre-war residents who were
most active were of the type who ;ﬂ!ﬁ a great deal pxrsemxiiy
of emotlo al satisfaction out of being in the limelight, . Mr,
Me= 13 a very good examrle of such a person.

In the course of the last few years, M has become well
known throughout the resetiler community =nd has taken an
active role in resettler affairs, He is a member of nunerous
Japanese organizations and in several holds prominent offices,
For examrle, hp.is head T the J'CL Koenkal, a church officer,
an officer of a business gorup, tfeasuror of the Japanese
Amer!can Council, etec. His wife 18 president of the Japanese
Women's Clubs of Chicago.

M, it 18 claimed, was one of the main sponsors of the
Jaranese newsraper in Chicago and for the first few montnhs
largely met the raper's financial obligationa, It is oclaimed
also that M also xxktweiy made his Iinfluence felt in the
editorial policy of the paper, _

ossicr o wnx pixecaiil@ WBS ONG of the original JA'L Koenkal founders and was

chosen head of th's group, This group was run with iron hand

by ¥ and many of the Iasd{ Businhé¥ssmen resented M's high handed

MVE KE W DU VILLE
rovion, 10 14 e S ARANERERY cnet-oe o oo

amount each Issel memher #bith “dohkF¥bute to the Koenkal fund/
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He REExX was one of the dominant participents in the

organization meeting of -the Chicago Japanese gqqgell -
~pan | > ego
and was elected treasurer of this group.(3ee Minutes, July 29, 1

M's domineering manner and personality has gained him a fdddowing
eppecially among the older Isseil, He 1npro¢§oi many people

and has mamex taken over the position of 1§adtr'h1p in several

of the local Japanese organizations, This leadership, however,
was in the beginning self designated.

M's method of seeking the limelight has gradually brought
about dislike onthe part of many of the mature Nisel and young
Ieaol‘loadorl. This group who hade’ worked with M in the past
feel that he does not have too much ability and eritisize
him e=p eially for taking credit for work his suborddnates do.
Various eéaon in point are cited to prove thelir csse, The
Tuge Memorial Day banquet which was 2 success was the result
of 2lose ecoper-tion among 14 or so Joeal Jaranese organizations,
It was mmkxzf because of this good cooperation that the formation
of the Chicago Ja anese American Council was speeded up, M
was Exxirmxx in charge of tichet selling and wee e¢laim d and
was awarded eored!t f r a very successful ticket selling
campaign, Aectually, say his erities, all the real work was
done by anfher rerson who was shoved in the backsr-und by
M and was not given any credit f-r the backbreaking labor of
earrying out the gampaign,

More recently the Japanese “elief Dfive has brought a{

aRTivg

shower of ecriticism on M, Various Japanese groups in t

eity have been intere-ted in sending food and money to

Jaran and after deliberation the Chicngo Jn anese American
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Council agprped to act as ‘Sponsor Tor the drive, M was
chosen with several others to form a sub-committee to
organize plans for the drive. M. more or less a..aéﬁi?:imq“um"
himself as temporary chairman and suddenly without eonsultation
with the other committee members called a meeting of the
committee, Some committee members were given only three or
four hour notice of the me=ting and were unable to attend,

It 1s claimed also that M, brought in various noneCouncil
re-resentatives. At this meeting M was elected president
of the Belief Drive group by 2 margin of several votes.
His eoritics claim that If tm all the committee members had
been present M would not "ave been elected,

M. after his election proceded to outline a grandiose

scheme whiech envisioned setting up an office in downtown

Chiecago with a paid director and severa’ office workers,
He envisione’ solieiting aid and suprort from such agencies
as Cath-l1ic Charit‘es, Chicago Chamber of Commerce, etc,
Sheh a proposal was far beyond the Council eoneeption., The
other leaders were horrified and quickly defeated this
proposal, The Drive was set up merely as a =mall scale
rellef measure and was sponsored b y the Jaranese American
Council on that basis,

M's eritics feel that his main concern in drawing up such

an el-borate proposal w-s the honor that would come to him.

x M has gradually lost many of his early collaborators ("

editor of the Chicago 3himpo once rosardnl as “'s protegé h

his own, His attitude towards M 1s = 14 to be unfavorabdd in

£
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VOTOUIHEAW
the extreme. The JACL Koenkai is reported to -ave
largely fallen aprt because of M's high handed taectfe
during the first months of operation of the groups

The struggle between the younger leaders and M 1is
interesting for both M and the young group started out as
self appointed leaders. M's suprort n w ecomes mostly from
the older 1--01 who are impressed by his manner and past
performances,

Theee #x probably #8ne suboonsclous jeolousy enteri-g
into the pi@ture aiso, Xhtm¥x It apparently ies true that
M likes to seek the limeli-ht while letting subordinat;l
do the real work involved in various community projects., The
resettler le~ders most of whom also like the limelisht tend
on the other hand tc be very hard and earnest workers, VWhile
it 1s aleo true that this group set themse’'ves up as leaders,
s'me had bee leaders in preewar West Coast®8F™¥RLEA8%,e10cat1on
centers, Many of this group feel that M has used the resettler
group mainly to ganin position of importance which satisfles
hils ego.

Within the next few months M's position fwtXix probably will
be echallenged by the younger resettler lenders,




Founded 1944, Membership

now 300, Served as welfare
group during early resettle-
ment days. Shifting now into
political and informational
channels., Dominated by small
group of intellectuals. Fine
ancially in despar-te conditioc

JeA.C.L. KOENKAI
(I33EI SUPPORTERS)

Founded(1945) and dominated
by pre-war Chiec-go Issel
businessman, Initial fund of
51500 raised. No activity
summer and fall of 1946,

BUDDHIST CHURCH { 3 separate and distinet

1 Buddhist churches

% l. Vidwest Buddhilist Church-
Shin seet and largest group

2. Zen Church

3. Chicago Buddhist Churche-
Non-gsectarian group.

YOUNG BUDDHISTS AS330C. ‘
(¥Ba) Strong YBA group which 1s
almost identical with Midwest
i Buddhist church for Midwest

, YSA gontrols church poliley

and founded church,

Young Peoples Group of
Chicngo Buddhist Church corres
ponds to Midwest YBA in age.
But in Chicago Buddhist, YBA
are teen-agers who meet for
soclal purposes,

EASTERY YOUNG BUDDHISES LEAGUE | YBA of Midwest Buddhist Ch,
(EeY¢B.L,) w and YPG of Chicago Buddhist
: Church members of E,Y.B.L.

TN No formal Shinto church setup.
Possibly a small amount of
home worship goes on.

MVEHITNGLOY

MVE EETOCVYLIOW ‘WILHOKILLA
DELYELWEWL Ok LHY INLEKIOK
: [IALLED €lLylE2
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CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
UNSEGREGATED

SEGREGATED

COORDINATIUG COMMITTEE

JAPANESE CHAMBER CF CO MERCE

C "HER JAPANESE BUSIVESS ORGNNIZAT IONS3
PROFESSIONAL MEN'S CLUB
MUTUAL AID AS3°C ATION

Resettlers attend over 100

local Ch#istian churches in
Gre=ter Chicago.

3everal unsegrecated churches
have Japanese American pastors
:r special Japanese services.
e;
a. Armitage YMethodist Church
(Japanese pastor)
artznxih,

¢. South Congregational
Church (Nisei pastor)
d, First Churech of Brethern

Christian Churches with
strietly Japanese congregation.
le:
a, Japanese Church of Christ
be Japanese Christian Churech
at Moody(Holiness)

Ch'ecago Japan~se American
Council formed July, 1946,

17 Japanes=e American organiza-
tions in Chicago are mambers

No.

Yes

Yes , Mutual Ald Service
Club of business men,




PANESE NEWSPAPER

NISEI NEW3PAPER

VETERAY ORGNIZATION

PREFECTURE(KEN) OR@ANIZAT ION

RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE
(SEPARETE . APANESE WELFARE AGE1ICY)

WOMENS FUJIN KAI (Clubs)

OEEIOE Ok LHE DIFECLOE

MVEHIAGLOU

chloago Shimpo founded Nov,
1945, 8 page Japanese 1:
tabloid, E 1tor young, 1 ber:
al Issel. r%ant fagtbor

in Jaranese oullunity.

ggipago Nasel Courier founded
946, Only one issue

published to dato.( +1045)

Former editor of Nisel

News(N¥isel sports paper)

has hand in p.v Nisel paper

and 1- sport s editor,

Niseil Vets of Vorld War II
founded foff. 1946, No affilie
ation with national Veteran
organizations, Group 1s
social club for Nisel veterans.

Informal setup. One pre-
fecture group sponsored a
community wide picnic summer

of 19‘5.

Chicago Resettlement Committee
with paid Japanese welfare
worker organized when WRA
¢losed, Committee is financed
by contribu-ticons from Japanease
community and from interested
individuals of larger commune
ity. Attempt now being made
to get Community Chest finane
¢ial suprort.

Various women's BRubs of
churches, and other organizatic
have overall organization

with officers and m-etings,

. MVE BETOCY.LIOWM VOLHOEILA
DELVELNENWL Ok LHE INMLEKIOE
NUILED 2LV.LEZ
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SEPARATE ATI'EET&QF JA VIOITADO 1Y Strong Nisel Sports Assoc.
AND LEAGUES in Chicago. Organized and

ROTOMRAYY directed by Nisei promoter,
Basketball, baseball, bowling
league and tomrnaments held,
ie, Japanese business estadbl,
sponsor bowling teams,'Nisei
Liquors', Bob's Cafe', 'Nisel
Hotel' ete.

Japa-ese American orranizations
also have athletic teams, 1e}
CY0O basketball team, JACL
teams, eta.




