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Japanese Re,settlement in the Boise mValle; and 3nake Rlyer Valley 

Three nain areas of J&ranea© resettlement ex'st in 

Idaho tod y» Prior to the war, the greatest proportion of 

the 1100 Japanese in Id?h© w l o c a t e d in the southeast secti on 

of the» s ate around Idaho Falls in Bonneville County and nro u d 

Pocatello in Bannock C unty» A small handful was scattered th rough-

out the southern part of the state and a hundred or so lived in 

the Boise Valley region* 

Resettlement of Japanese Amerlc ns from reloc 'on center^ 

during the war yenrs particularly from ixt Minidoka Center , Heart 

Kountain and Tule Lake drastically ch-nged the pattern of 

Japanese concentrât'on» While several hundred rese tiers 

moved into the southeast section of the state, thousands 

poured into Boise Valley and the neighbor! g Snake Fiver Va ley 

as seasonal laborers nd as temporary and permfinantofe res ettlors» 

It is this region, the Bois© and Snake River Valley areas, w 'th 

which this survey is concerned, 

Although these two areas are scarcely discernible from 

each other both ;n type of terrain and crops gr^wn, they are 

usually co sldered as separate units« 4 few shadowty outlin es 

of Japanese community organisation b^sed on those geogr»£h 1cal 

areas also can be seen» 

Bolse Valley area 

The point of this arrowhead is at Boise an the Base of th 

The Boise Valley area is shaped somewhat like an ar 

arrowhead rests 50 miles or so to the West on the Oregon 
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Idaho line» The top notch of the b^se starts around ^ ^ 

in the North and runs south 40 or so miles* Most of this 

regions  f al l s in Canyon County. The Boise RiverHffmost through 

the center of this region« T e Snake River lies to the West 

and later to the south of the Boise Valley, (See Map* appen dix 1.) 

Such snail towns as Caldwell, Star* Wilder, Emmett, Homed ale, 

^afcs'ng,  Mer i di an,Mi ddl et on9 Jiampa and  Parma fall in this 

Boise Valley area« 

$nake River.galley area 

Most of the 3nake River Valley region contacts of  phrt  of 

the eastern side of Malheur County in Oregon which Is bound ed 

by the 3nake River. The Snake River at this point is the 

boundary line between Oregon and Idaho• Physical Halts of t his 

so-called Snake River Valley are vague» Rural arena on the 

Oregon side of the river are considered to be in the Snake 

River Valley, k few miles across the r*ver other rural area 

in Idaho might be considered part of the Boise Valley» The main 

difference between these two areas appears to be in source o f 

irrigation water« In rough outline he Snake River valley 

region can be said to consist of a 50-60 mile strip of Malhe ur 

County lying along the Snake River which acts as the st&f ce line 

in the southeast part of the state* On a map the Snake River 

valley might be delimited in the share of a figure 8 with 

half lying in Oregon in Malheur County along the 3aake RivsK Sttd® 
B3TATB ffSgjU 

the other in Idaho. The Idaho section takes in such areas . aCMr 
���mhroBMHI  

Weiser and Payette and lies northwest of he Boise Valley re gion." 
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The Oregon Malheur County section has such towns as Ontari o, 

Vale, Jamleson, and Nyssa. (See M*p, Appendix 1#) 

Japanese In Idaho before the war 

The 1940 census lists a total of l f  191 Japanese for the 

sta e of Idaho• Of these 765 or 64.2$ were clt'zen and 426 or 

35,8$ were alien. Only 146 of the Nisei group were over 21 ye ars  -

of age. The Ja anese population largely was composed of 

Issel and young Nisei, The group was rural. 1,002 or 

approximately 85$ of the tofcll fell In the ru»M category. 

The Japanese were listed as operating 149 fa ms. It can 

be assumed that these were mostly Issel operated for the Hls el 

were not old enough to have  st'  rted new f^rms or taken over the 

family f^rms. 

This farm operator group had remained stable over a ten year 

period for the figure of 149 is the same as that listed for th e 

1930 census•  tkm  A. comparison with the 1930 and 1940 census 

indicates that the Japanese group was a shrinking unit in Ida ho. 

The 1940 population of 1,191 was a decrease from 1,421 of 1#30. 

The decrease was brought about by several factors. In 1930 

there we e S?6 Issi in Idaho. By 1940 this Issel group ha d 

shrunk to 426. Part of this was caused by deaths in the group 

oBiacE  bufc  JB&iiyi>  of the older single Issel farm workers also left the 

state. Older Nisei as they received specialised educ tion a lso 

went westward to seek Job ¿pporfriinities. Of the  189 urban 
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109 urban His©!« It is in this grout? that an increase should 
.aoToaxia  aHT ho  aomo 

be expected« The decrease can mean only that the Mtx older 

ftisei were leaving the iate. 

The majority of the Jap^anese pop-lotion was c"neentrated 

in the southeast p̂ irt of the 4^te around Idaho Falls in Bo nneville 

County and around Pocatello in Bannock County» A conserva tive 

estimate would plac^ over 80* of the tot̂ l pre-war Japfm  >se  pop-

lation in this region« 

Only a few doxen or so farm families at the most were ocated in 

the Boise and 3nak© River Valley region« In the Boise Valley 

the farm fam lies we e located in Canyon County ne^r such s mall 

towns as Parma, Caldwell, Hampa, lomedal© and Wilder« Befo re the 

war the number of these families could be counted on the g ingers 

of two hands» Most of them had been in the region for 25-30 

years« Three farm families had been situated outs'de ~-f C ->ldw»ll 

for over 3 years. One Japanese farmer was widely  1  riown throughout 

the region for his seed farm« The pattern of se tlement was the 

same throughout the region« Two possibly three farm famili es 

at the moot were in any one given locality« In Washington Co unty 

directly north of Canyon County in which is located Reiser there 

were only two non-white farm operators« Since there were t wo 

Japanese farmers here, it can be ssumed that these non^ white 

farmers referred to in the 1 9 ^ census were Japanese« 

A.few dozen Japa ese farm laborers woMced In the Boise 

for the Japanese farmers and occasionally for Caucasion far 

The small towns such as Caldwell, Mampa and ©mmett had at t 

most one or two Japane-v families. Boise, the oapitol of the state, 

YUH M A 
aOMIVAB j l f f l l  
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whioh Is located in this area had only two Japanese famili es. 

The Japanese group in the Boise Valley was too small and 

soattered operate* as a social unit* Families k new each 

other but there was not much, in the way of social activity to 

draw the group together« The Japanese group in Malheur Count y 

across the Saake River was much more of an integrated  r roup and 

aome of the Boise Valley Japanese part'cipated in the social 

and religious activities of this group. 

X.ype of farming^ 

Almost without exception the Japanese farms in the Boise Valley 

H « o f the crop-speciality type of farming« The main crops are 

onions 9 pototoes t  sugar beets  t  peas, and such vegetable produce 

as lettuce a d carrots« All farming is by irrigation« One or 

two farmers specialised in s ed farms but the majority grew their 

cr6ps for the immediate market. In the fruit region aroun d Xxiitixsx 

4cx£x£Xkx xxA  Smmett, two or three Japanese  txxxm  operated orchards. 

Snake River Valley 

This region is very similar to the Boise Valley, Type of 

farmln is IdenVcal in most respects* All farming is done by 

irrigation« The main difference appears to be in source of 

irrigation wa er« A. few minor differences in far ring exist« 

otfcK tii iihi^M^ette, icnttixx Fruitland area orchard crops suc h as 

aples are the important crop, 
MV8HIMGXOM 

In Malheur Coui\%y p Oregon the terrain_«lvea the appearance 
/Avl5 KEFOCyXIOI4 YI1XHOKTXA 

of be ng s l i g h t l y ^ S * ® B o i s e Valley, Onions, 
nMIXBD &LVXE2 
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pototoes and  s u g a r  beets are the important crops -ere >o 

produce such as lettuce is also grown but not as much as In the 

Boise Val'ey. , 
(1940 census) 

The Japanese group in Malheur County, Oregon, prior to the war 

numbered 137 individuals. 100 of these were citizen and 37 I ssei. 

This small group was almost all rural. The group cons'ste d of 

about  25 fnrm families and several do^en Isaei bachelor farm 

laborers. 

while this group was very small, it had nonetheless develope d 

with the few Japanese in the Weiser-Payette area a small am ount 

of community life. A Japanese 8ommunity hall was owned by th e 

group o the outskirts of Ontario. Christian church meeti ngs 

were held here bi-monthly by a Japanese minister who came fro m 

Hood River. Dances, parties and occasional Japanese movies or 

pilys were held in this community hal^• 

It might be said th^t the Japanese group in this Snake R iver 

valle was a little more prosperous than the Jap~ne«e far er s in 

the Boise Valley. This assumption is made on the fact that t he 

Boise Valley gr up was sfcrlnfcUng and the farm operators had stayed 

stable over a 10 year period. In Malheur County, how ver , the 

Japanese group was defl itely on the incre- ae both !n num bers of 

individuals and in number of farms being operated. The gro up 

was so small though that they did not pose much of an eoonom llL. .  lYHOTDÎ  
threat to the arger Caucasion farming group. yua 

a aT mu 
�STATS 
� OK1VA1 
MEMO« 

M 4 1 asSwaaj L 
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Resettlement of ©vacue^s during; the wnr period,. 
aoroaaia a m  TO  aorrio 

The evacuation of Japanese from the West Coast and the 

eventual relocation program of the WR\ changed the scene in 

these two valleys. In three years time, 19*3 to 19*6» thous ands 

of Japanese streamed into the region* It has been estimated that 

perhaps as many as 5,00Q at one time might have been in the 

region« The gre*?t majority of these thousands were seaso nal 

workers from the relocation centers who cam© to work as harv est 

hinds during the sugar beet and pototoe harvest season. T housands 

of men, women and children from the centers at one time or anot her 

worked in the sugar beet, onion, and pototo* fields of Idaho 

and Oregon* Most of these harvest workers came from nearb y 

centers such as Minidoka, Heart Mountain and Tul© Lake but 

large numbers also were brought ur from the south**» west c e ters. 
n t 

t̂ Minidoka during the harvest season, it was unusual to hav e 

several thousand evacuees out on seasonal or harvest leav e 

during the harvest months* The high school, for example, had 

harvest furlough for this period so that the high school pu pils 
could part cipate* 

The majority,of this group st'yed in the area only for the 

harvest season and then returned to the relocation center * In 

the tall of 1943 the Idaho sugar beet and pototo harvest was 

in danger of being ruined through lack of field labor. 

generally recognl -ed that the effortsof the evacuees  p 

harvest for that year 



8 
Snake River-Boise Valley 
September 30  #  1946 
J* deYoung 

Soon some of these xmxx harvest hands began to stay on 

as year around laborers, others worked In the vegetable pa cking 

sheds* As the war progressed and the closing of the centers 

became more and more immanent farmers began to resettle r in the 

area at first on a share crop or lease arrangement» A few be gan 

to buy land* 

By the end of 19*5 It is estimated that at least 2,000 If 

not more Japanese resattiers had moved Into these two areas ^ 

For manyof these resettlers, the area was a convenient resti ng 

stage before final return to the West Coast* It was expecte d that 

a large percentage of this gr up would leave the region as s oon 

as the Vest Coast ban was lifted* The opening of the Co^st, ho wever, 

did not bring about a wholesale exodus from this area* Larg e numbers 

left and a small trickle back to the lorthwest is going on co ntinually 

but a sizeable group still remains in the region* 

Today the overall Japanese popu latlon in the Boise Valley 

and 3nalre River Valley can be set somewhere teMsaM^ 1500* 

3100 

This is still a sharp contrast to the or so that lived in th ese 

regions before the war* Roughly 40$ of the resettlers have 

left the area either to return to the West Coast or to go to th ? 

Midwest or East* 

Cities like Boi se and Pocatello which drew fairly large nu mbers 

Ohlh 0t-  lflwl 0»emi-8killed t  ski]le<^ and white collar workers duftrig the 

war years have lost the great majority of their resetter p opulation* MV8HIMGXOM 
Hesett er statifcfcics f r Boise, for example, have varie d so much 

M W KErOCVXIOM Vf i XHOKi XA 
tha an estimate ^lloffii'̂ JSP^opul^r as first stage 

iiMLLED cXVXEc 
of resettlement for 'Hsei during the xxx early days of the r esettlement 

JBOMD3 
KVAIMOR 
U V i t I  
f l MIXBD 

BilA 

HJCTvIGLOK/ 



9 
3nake River-Bols© V» area 
September 30, 1 9 ^ f̂ ' 
J* de Youtag 

u Scores of  Hi sel  first went to Boise before heading 

East*. on© time th*> group In Boise probably numbered sever al 

hundred« In the Spring o" 19^6 the VRA Bolee office estimat ed 

tha there were still about 150 Japanese left in Sols©« Less than 

half of this group renins today« Boise as far as permanent 

Japanese resettlement goes seems to be a de^d city« 

ïhés wartime group In Boise iargely was a  '11 sel  group« Boise 

as a city was not noted for its hospitality towards resett lors« 

3xcept for a few shops an bars that displayed anti-Japane se signs 

there w$s n-ji strong anti-Japanese sentiment« Rather ther e was 

Indifference and a feeling that It was all right for jap an ®00 t o 

come to Boise but only as 'second-class' citizens« Only tw o 

Japanese families before the war lived 1 Boise« Most of the 

Boise residents had xus£ little or no contact with Japanè fc and 

the larger gr?up as a whole possessed all the stereotyped 

beliefs about minority groups« 

The Boise Interracââl Council took the lead in helping 

resettlers In fcS^ Boise« The *hurch organizations also carri ed 

out varîous programs« A church worker was as«i|m©d to work w ith 

the resettlers« The Boise YWCA took the l e d in organising 

recreational activités for young Mis®! glr 1s and boys« Dances 

and parties wer© sponsorod by a Nisei group called the Fell owship 

oiticû<lub«j.iiiK(Aiverâe attendance at these Fellows hip dances during the 

war years usually was around 75 although a tendance of 100 o r 
M V 2H I M G J L O M 

more was reached often« Towards the end of the program, Nis ei 
M V K KEFOGVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 

were ooming from à t ë ¿ M M Jaa>hf iiHWH£E£iIGihd these XWCA 
flMIXED  2XVXE2 

da ces« Ibout half of the attendance came from the surr undlng ru»il 

B I I A 

m 
M I C X O K ? , 

-Tsro#i 
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areas, The Hisel group changed a great deal. This was evid enced 

at these YWC* dances wfcfcr* after 3 o M dances an entirely n ew 

Sisei crowd wou d have eraer^d. The only stable element of t h* 

Fellows hip group the pre-war 3ois© and nearby fcural Sisel 

member«• 

Sfte some prodding by the Church groups, the Boise YMCA 

opened its doors to tfisel. It first this aroused some protes 

on the part of certain local citizenry but this soon died do wn, 

About Nisei boys lived in the Boise YMCA *  Ml  of this original 

*iisei YMCA. group left to Jofcn the army. This fact quel led any 

remaining criticism* 

The first and most numerous Job offers for Japanese in 

3-ig were in the domestic and service categories, lever- 11 

score were placed in th se occupations. Gradually a 'ew oth er 

Job opportunities opened.up but never to the extent in typ e or 

M®i»rfcind that were available in the Midwest and East citi es. 

T is was true partioualrly for white-collar and professio nal 

Jobs. 3y 1946 several large dress shops employed three Mse i 

glx&x as alteration girls, Several Hiaei gttla were workin g 

as office secretaries. One of these was employed by a e uro h 

organizat'on, Restaurants, hotels and clubs had dozens of workers 

as cooks, cook's e«pers f  busboys, wairesses. One or two gft*g§e 

employed several lisei mechanics* In  general,  Japanese bot 

and Nisei were employed in Jobs where they did not have mu 

tact with the pubUc. Except for service Jobs, the occup 



11 
Boise-Snake Klver Valley 
September 30, 1946 
J. deYoung 
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-range for Nisei is very limited in Boise» It is for this reas on 

the group has continually changed during the resettlement  years 

and why the present grou- is gradually shrinking away* Very 

likel the grou in Boise will decrease another  50% in a year«,' 

fo a lesser •xU nt ( fctirn C?St the'West Coast has gone on 

in the rural areas» One element stands out also in this rurfc t 

return« IJr is the young married *lisei with famlles and un married 

older SIset both men and women who have gone back to the Wes t 
i  /juo^*. 

Coast and who are now drifting b a o k ^ A suprlsinglr large 

peroentage of Issei parents with young Nisei children are 

electing to stay in the region at least for the present tim e« 

Two factors seem to be lnvfc&ved here* Housing for large fam ily 

units are very scarce on the West Coast. Issei have heard ®r 

have seen for themselves that Northwest Coast jobs for Is« *ei, men 

or women, are domestic and service type of Jobs "fchre incom e 

is not too great. In short for this Issei group their present 

status is better than they oan anticf*p*.te back in their  old 

homes area« 

Boise valley JkO\ 

A. B-ise Valley J ACL organization lksd been organized. Th e 

membership is small -nd very scattered. This organisati on struck 

the observer as being largely an inactive group. The offic ers 
E OK JLHE DIKECIOK 

are scattered and meetings are held rarely. Because of the n ature 

of farm ng here, such organ^*k£R* v woul be active in the win e r 

period. Spring, giil^iiM^ which little outside 
D E W K X M E M X OL J LHE IMXEMOK 

activity can be carried  otf, ̂yI  xmf t x  *  y^g farm gr up. 



12 
Boise«*3nake B* Valley 4rea 
3eptemfcer 30 f  1946 
J« deYoung 

nt  _of  Japano m ,cgmmuMty life In Bols©  Valley, > 

Japanese community life In such an area as this must of 

necessity be different than that of the northwest Coast ru» àl 

areas* There the community life f the rural Japanese rev olved 

around the big city or town 'Little Tokyo' social structu ré. This 

was ©specially true for the Portland and Seattle areas wher e the 

ma ¿or it 2/ of tfee Japanese farmers were "ocated. in this region 

there Is no city group or even a co centrated rural group to 

serve as a nucleus* As a result Japanese community life in th e 

Boise Valley has n«wr existed to any degree* k slight amoun t 

of community relationship with each other  • s  n w be ng built 

up, but fells a still very »light* 

In 1940 a Caucaslon ex-missionary from Japan was assigne d 

to work in the Boise Valley by the Method5  at  Church Mission Board* 

This minister opened a Japanese Methodist Church in Caldwe ll 

Idaho. There were only ahandful of Japanese Methodists in 

the Boise Valley and the m'nister had to depend on convers ions 

to build up his congregation* His parish' takes in most of 

Boise Valley region* With the resettlers in this region, t he 

congregation of the Japanese M*E* church now st* ds around 

100. The congregat'on is so scattered th*t little activty 

outside of church services is carried on* 

OfcfcICE  OK XHE r3&£cxfcb#re  is little s clal contact with one another there is 

even less with the Caucaslon communities* Only in 2mmett t  daho 

MVgHIMpJLOM . if. . ~  . » 
does there seem to be any social oo^t^ct v any degree* ^mme tt 

M V K KETOGVXIOM V M H O K I X À . . . . 
had three well liked. 

HMIXED 2XVXE8 
The score or so resettlers new there have been rather warm ly 
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received by the Camas Ions* But this pattern is very unusual a nd 
aoToaaia 3HT  TO aorrio 

does not exist a yplaoe else in the area* 

Attitude of larger communities to Jaranese resettlers* 

The Boise Valley region except for Emmett is not regarded 

as x very friendly towards Japanese« Cities like Nampa and 

Caldwell beoame known as anti-Japanese in the war years and 

most of the resettiers regard those places as still being 

anti-Japanese, 

In general the Snake River Valley region is regarded as 

much friendler to resettlers, This was true all during the 

war and resettlers still cMlra this is so, Partly for th is 

reason the Snake River Valley has drawn m re resetters th an 

has th© Boise Valley, The Snake River Valley resetters xxa 

appear to be buying more land than are the Boise Valley reset tlers* 

Caldwell, Idaho is one such piac© that is regarded as 

ant1-Japanese. Duriteg the war, there were always sev eral 

hundred Japanese seasonal workers living outside of Cald ell 

in the G l&well Labor Camp, On Saturday ni ht ratay of these 

Jaranese would go t Caldwell• \s far as can be checked no 

incidents ever developed for the Japanese avoided cafes a nd 

shops whioh Indicated toey did not want Japanese tro&e, <\t this 

time, 1944 t  there was only one barbershop in town that would 

cater to Japanese, Today the situation has changed. The e d of 

the war wiped out most of the anti-Japanese feeling, SverS^ orDim« 
I  mL 

cafe in town will now serve Japanese, The barber has witĥ tfflrn 
� HTAT» a g , 

I  f t OMI TAI  1 1 1 

the anti-Japanese sign, ¿'he Caldwell Labor camp Japanes e 
rw* JBbwB I 

is of little different type now being family groups rather^ than ~ 
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the large numbersof single Issel and "Tlsel men of the war 

years» Actually at present there is Ut i le overt prejudice 

shown by the larger  Caucus Ion  community towards the Japanese 

resettlers. Yet the feeling still persists amongst th© r eaettlers 

that Caldwell Is 'bad' and certain places there whould be avoided« 

Resettlers going through the city to visit elsewhere will of ten 

go without eating In Caldwell for fear some cafe might refuse 

them serv'ce, The same holds true for other nearby towps 

such as $ampa # 

This brings up a question of differentiating between the 

Mlwwix^ttitude of the large^Cauo*slon community towards the 

Japanese Maftxtfca as it actually exists and as it exists in 

the minds of the resettlers« This is strikingly demonwsf cated 

in this psrt of the country» T e larger community is very't he 

same throughout the region in its habits, interests, prej udices 

and manners. let these lit,tle towns 30 to 40 miles apart 

are regarded in different lights by the resettlers. 3om© li ke 

Onttrio In Malheur County are considered friendly.  Km a result 

the resettlers for many miles around flock to these towns for 

shopping and entertainment and pass up the nearby towns whic h 

have gained reputations of being 'tough'* 

o&fcicE  oh  XHE i  Aijctmxxtnexx 

MVS'HIMGJLOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
D E W K X W E M X Oh  XHE IMXEKIOK 

iiMIXED 8XVXE8 
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Caldwell Farm Labor Camp 

About two miles Siflil*« of Caldwell Is located the Caldwel l 

Labor Camp operated by the War Food Administration» This l abor 

camp sheltered hundred of Japanese seasonal laborers duri ng the 

war year® and since the close'of the relocation centers has 

played an important part in the life of several hundred mor e 

Japanese. 
/  • 

The camp was built In 1938 t ^ Q  -tot«*  to care for migrant 

workers who came into this region for harvest work, this 

time most of the migrant workers were Caucasians from the Ark ansas 

Okalahoma *reas. The war shut off this auprly of migrant lab or 

and large numbers of Jamaicans were imported for harvest labor» 

• The evacuation of the Japanese from the West Coast and the 

opening of the relocation centers provided a much better sup ply 

of harvest labor from 1943 and fewer Jamaicans ere brough t 

Into the area. 

The dwindling away of the Japanese labor supply in turn 

brought Hex!car. natio als into area as the rnsM* harvest 

labor» However, the Japanese all through the war and even 

now remairtfcAthe largest group in the CaMwe l camp. 

The camps origaally was built as a combination of permanen t 

OEKICI temporary center* To house the temporary 'harvest® hands 

unlined barracks called  1  shelters'  were built. These shelters MV8HIMGXOM 

TI^iineFSmithpadii^ 5 shortTrep rt on 
the Caldwell CasfrEW »IE >  C o m" , 
should be made to see w h ^ ^ H B ^ ^ ta^n place si ce 19**)» 
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ar* divided Into 5 or ̂  roams« Some r^oms «ire bigger than ot hers« 

The shelters are unllned and are net suitable for winter 

occupancy and are usually shut down during the winter mont hs« 

A few have bean in operation though the past years and a few 

have been lined for winter use* The rooms are equipped with 

a stove and cooking can be done. There is no running water or 

sewage disposal units and all wa er must be carried in and out« 

The floors ere of concrete, ¿he rooms are furftMteed with be ds, 

table, chairs, shelves in addition to s ^tove. 

\ mess hall is operated for those individuals who do not 

w sh to cook in their rooms»  Kt  the present time only the Japanese 

are aTlowdd to cook In the shelter and the Mexican natlonalis 

h^ve to eat in separate* mess hall« 

A. community shower and  fexfcte  laundry room Is situated in the 

middle of the shelters« The lavatories and showers are now in 

very poor sanitary condition. 

These shelters are regarded as the  * temp-  tfRjry 1 section of 

the camp and in the past were used to house the harvest wor e rs 

who came into the camp for a few weeks or a few months« 

The permanent section of the camp is of muc better quality 

ami consists of small family cottages of rather good const ruction. 

These family cottages while very small have two bedrooms, a b atxh, 

oEticîtvrfcngiciteom and a small kitchens Each house ha s a little patch 

of lawxn xxatx» garage space and a plot of groun for garden u^e. 
y MV3HIMCXOM „ A  .. . 

The Caucaaion staff liver in the camp and occupjr the same tyr e 
M V K KEFOC VXI OVi  VflXHOKIXA 

of family  cotf.  agiffi W B i d A t f i i M i I M M i M l M f f houses are a little 
flMIXED 2XVXE2 

bet er fur ished than are the worker cottages* 
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The»« family cotfcag«s ar« partially furnished with sto ves t 

. . .  . ,  a «_ -1 _ aoToaaia aHT  to  aoîo 
beds, tables, ohalrs t  divan* etc* 

\t present there  are about  260  Japan««© living In  the 

Oaldw«ll center. Of this number 163 ar« workers who go out 

of camp every day  to  work. The tottt number of Inhabitants of the 

camp Is about  550  and the Japanese  make up  almost  half  of the 

total* The total of 550 is rather large for September  Is the 

busy Harvest season and most  of  the workers(«xfcfcuding  Jaranese ) 

are Mexican nationals. There  ar#  about  15  or  so Jegroes in 

the camp and a small handful of Caucaalon  workers. 

The majority of the 250 Japanese  wsk are composed of family 

units and live In the family oott^g««. Single, unattached l nAitfldaals 

and couples are not eligible for these cottages a d must live 

in the shelters. Most of the unattaohed individuals are tii sei 

and Is«ei bachelors and several live t gether in the shelter rooms, 

A few Japanese families are on the waiting list for cottages a nd 

in the meantime live In the shelters. 

Somewhat of  a  change has talten place in the camp.  A  new 

management has taVen charge and hopes to turn the center in to 

a oermanent  camp  and do away with the temporary shelters. 

There are other  1 temporary 1 labor  camps  in the vicinity. 

As far as the Japanese go, the grour is *xx made up large ly 

of family groups. This Is In contrast .to the war ye->rs when the 

Jaranese workers were all single individuals or ind3vldua ls^o j 

had left their families in the center». Yxja I 
BHTATft  J |  

The camp in one respect has become a  xmixxxkt  pe*-mnent^T**ocatlon 

center. The only differ« e«s that appear I F« that the Ja 
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(at least the majority)have better living quarters and go 

outside to week at the prevailing wage rate of the area. 

The physical appearance of the camp Is much like that of 

a relocation* center especially the shelters» & l^rge 

community recreation hall provides recreation facilities for 

oa p residents« Movies are held here once a week and grade 

school for some 40 .grade school pup 9 Is  m i is operated during the 

day in part of the recreation hall. This grade school is 

aup orted by the proceeds of the camp store. There are two 

Caucaaion teachers, The enrollment is cosmor^itan; Jarane ae, 

C^ucas'on, %gro and'occasiona fty Mexican. The Japanese ch ildren 

make up the greatest proportion of the students. High scho ol a?e 

students go outside to high schbol, Xhe grade school was 

set up when the camp opened for the neighboring town of Cald well 

at that time disclaimed any responsibility  r 'or edu ating the 

children of the migrafat labors. I'he present camp adminis tration 

is attempfcfii&g to h^ve the Caldwell Labor camp school re cognised 

as a Federal school district but as yet has not succeeded» 

4 small camp store t* supplies meaxt, milk and groceries 

to the eanr. residents. Thisstore is operated at present b y 

a Japa ese man who was prominent in one of the relocat on cent er 

oo-op«» He ope ates the store on a «alary and commission basi s 
OTTLCE OFC 1H E DIKEGJLOK ' . � , . . M . � J 

a d is regarded as far as expenses go as part of the administr ation* 

He pays the admin*.etration rates for rent (|f0»00a month) f or a MV8HIMGXOI4 family alzs co t t^^ i^ tead  -pf  ̂ a ^ y k e ^ rates, 

DEbVKXMEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 
HMI XED 2XVXE2 
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camp - t or e while saall̂  sup-lies most of the stable 

groceries for the entire csamp and does a large business .  tMxmtkttx 

Profit from the store pays the expenses of mal tainfcfcfj  a grade 

school and pays the salary of t e teachers» 

The camp has sissp a government nurse present, a staff 

doctor and up  tint 11  a few weeks ago a Japanese staff dentist» 

At one time during the camp operation when another governmen t 

agency was operating the camp, sue atalPworkers as home ec n omlc 

advisors, etc, were government emplo ed. Today, however, e xcept 

for nurse, doctor and dentist, the other government empl oyees 

are administration and maintenance officials* 

Expenses In the camp are very low» Rent for a shelter r oa 

Is only i&x 35 oents a week» ¿'his includes electrletty «nd h eat. 

The shelter rent used to be 50 cents a week but was recentl y 

reduced. 

The family cottager* rent for $2.25 a week with an extra charg e 

of 25 cent3 if an electric refrigeratoris suprlled. Since a ll the 

cottages have refrigerat rs the xe*x montly rent Is aroun d §10.00* 

This Includes all utilities and fur ishlng-'. 

Camp meals can be eaten at the community mess hall hut almost 

all the Japanese cock tXauar either in the cottages or In t heir 

shelter rooms. 

omoc®oexJR?§ecS/i®P council with representatives from ea ch 

shelter and from groups of cottages* This council meets wi th 

the administration offlo 1 out programs for 

c a m p  M *  m BEN v  n t a ̂  ^  n E - ^ -  X T P T i m & l v i x &  B I u ts 

flMIXED 2IVXE8 
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The Income of the Japanese workers in this Labor camp 

is quite high and since expenses are so low it would seem that 

almost every family is saving some moaay• 

Most of the workers work steadily throughout the year 

in the surrounding country» 3ummer and fall are the big 

harvest seasons and a good worker can average around 

a day during the harvest months« On a piece work basis 

certain workers packing lettuce^ sacking pototoes, etc, ca n 

make up to ?25 a day« (This is a 10 or 11 hour day though.J 

Since almost every famil has several workers, the family 

income of the Japanese is quite large a d varies according to 

size of famil , £hen, too, high school children work only d uring 

the  feauonas&xxKxsx  summer and fall harvest seas n» But t^ere are 

aaually two or three year around workers in the »era e Japane se 

family living in the Caldwell camp t day* One Japanese fa mily 

of eight members now in the camp has 7 workers in the field s* 

This family has been averaging $1,000 a week since the beg inning 

of June of this ear and will continue at this rate until the 

end of the harvest in early ovember« 

The Japanese store operator estimates that the average 

income of the Japanese group In the Caldwell camp this ear 

•from January through September is between}3500 and|4 f 000« 
OFCFCLCE OFC XHE DIKECXOK 

One worker in a family if he works steadily throughout the 

year can average between  $3* OQQ M&B&I $3»500  # 

The J a p a n e i n the vicinity as 
DEBVKXMEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

good w rkers end the*£ is di^rt&for them  #  In Spring and 
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summer they are in demand for planting and weeding work* 

hia work is done on a hour basis and the aver* ~e wage here 

is between 80 and 85 cents an hour* The w rk day  Usual ly  is 

10 hour« and workers can work 6 day« a week if they like» 

During the winter months there Is demand for Japanese as  farm 

labor for odd jobs and for semi-skilled workers in seed fact ories 

or f r picking turkey feathers one of t*e earbjr town turkey 

ranches, .igain the hour wage is between 80 and 85 cents a hou r* 

The income is highest during the summer and fall harvest whe re 

piece work shootstho daily wage often over |20 a day* 

Living expe-ses In the camp except for f^od 15®very low, Yet 

the amount of money that is saved Is net as high* as would be 

expected. This is £rue particularly for the unattach d grou p 

who w He hard all summer and fall and then spend their sarn lngs 

in the eiaok winter months. Family groups though on the whol e 

are putting money aside. 

Sine® life In.the camp la rather drat* f  whenever any activity 
Some of 

does occur an unusaal amount of nosey is a-ent• the Nlaei 

boys spend large amounts on weekends in the nefcby t wns drin king 

and gambling 

T$e camp has frequent dances in the Camp recreational 

hall, ¿hose da ces which draw only a few doners couples 

are elaborate a fairs, ^irls dress In formal gowns and 

ouicit&eH&lMlK beys spend on ̂average of $10 a dance for cor sage alone. 

Corsages usually are orchids. It* is cons dered cheap to g" ve 
_ . MV-2HIMGJLOM 

a girl an inexpensive gardenia corsage»* 
MVK KEr OCVXI OM Vf l XHOKI XA 

D E W & X M E M X OL XHE IMXEKIOK 
f l MIXED &LV1E2 
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Most of the Japanese work In crew« of from 8-10 

men with a crew boss* These crew bosses contract with the 

nelgborhlng farmers for work either on an  .'hour  or a pieee 

work basis. Piece w rk basis is preferred si ce more money 

can be made this way» This is of various kinds. Lettuce for 

example, is paid by the ispâ  pototoee by the sack, other 

ite s by the row, etc» Piece work though is had mostly in 

the harvest season« 

Most of the crews are composed of Xssei and Jisei and 

are mixed in sex. Several crews are composed ent rely of 

old Xssel bachelors and there are two or three small crew s of 

Eibei young men some of whom are ex-GlSs. 

Return to the iprthwest 

\ t  the present time very^fw of the families now living 

in the Caldwell labor camp are talking .bout going back to 

their old homes. Most of t em do ot have anything to go back 

to § for the few that may have had property long ago disposed 

of it. 

The families that live in the family type cottage 

in the camp have fair'y comfortable^ homes.xxsx Most of th is 

group is better off then they ever were before the war on the 
3E OE XH E DIKECJLOK 

Northwest coast. The family as a unit is making more money a nd 

most of them are setting asVfod&idMliiLl stake. % is true th at 
the work is hard -Vtad gruellingI*<*p*eiial IJOttiljSg the harvest 

. D E W K X M E M X OE XHE IMXEKIOK 
season. T-se returns so such factors. 
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A few ha e gone back to the Northwest areas and hafe 
AOTOAAIA HHT TO aorao 

returned. In one of the Kibei crews out of 8 members* 5 hav e 

been back to Seattle and have returned and are now working In 

Jshe fields &5«tin. They report that the only jobs open In 

Seattle are either in dishwashing or other unskilled servi ce 

Jobs where the pay is fairly low» The only good Jobs in sen s?? of 

wages are heavy foundry Jobs and  thl a type of work  fx  proves 

too strenuous for mo*st Is^ei and Misei» A few Isael also 

have male a trip back and have  KXICX  returned with disco racing 

reports on housing and types of Jobs for IsseU Families 

then which now have two to four members working rea"  ir,e  that 

they will have a much harder time on the West Coast than they 

have now. Few anticipate leaving at least for the next few 

years« 

Xoung, unattached Hisei boys such as the Eibel group menti oned 

abbsre are drifting back for the harvest season w en they c an 

h -iake |20-|25 a day, Sever-1 -UseI girl  3  who left this 

region have returned» One Hiesi girl who divorced a pro-Jap an « 

Kibei husband in Tula Lake and resettled by herself returne d to 

Seattle where she could only get a Job as a domestic, '"he 

worked for a 'ew months and  *  hen returned to fc* Idaho M t where 

for the past few months she has been naming around f 24 day 

in the fieIda( She's an exceptional worker) 

Gneral Impressions of Caldwell Labor campj 
Yua i 

The ^a anese group In the Caldwell oamp 6n the whole f g ^ l ^ f 
QUA FT 

¡no ev # Most of them are better off financially than ever I 

For the time being there is every indication that the majorit y 

Yua 
if 

�OHI f M 
gavioa 

a MA 
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group will atajr In the oarap for next few years« 4 certain 

amount, of shifting has been going on. Several families ar e 

planning on leaving the camp to return to farming in the no rthwest. 

These are families who have four and five workers And who hav e 

been saving money for the past two years for this move. But 

as Japa ose families move out of Caldwell, other Japanese fam ilies 

are waiting  fcfc  move In. The two families who are leaving this 

month for the Coast will be replaced by two families wh o havs 

been sharecropping in the Weiser district and who have not b een 

very successful. As family units, they feel they will be abl e 

to make more morey by working out of the Oldwell oamp. 

If the present administration pl<?ns for making Caldwell c^mp 

into a permanent labor carspgo through, there is good po33 ibilit 

that for the next decade or so several hundred Japanese wi ll 

remain under these camp oondilons and be used as a l&bor supp ly 

for the surrounding countryside. There does not seem to be much 

lik&lhood of the Japanese being replaced by so-called iakt aix 1 Okie  * 

labor again for the farmersin this area have a 1 expressed feeling 

that they prefer Japanese as laborers. 
, ffl-nev 

The present administration, the W \ 9 has budget Tor« t^e 

Caldwell camp only for a limited time. The need for outs de 

labor in this area would seem to indicate that the camp will 

continue operation for sometime to c~me even though it mig ht 
OBEICE Oh AHE D1KECAOK 

be under a different* management. 

Several on the present management 

of the center of Japanese 
D E W K X M E M ! OL 1HE IMXEKIOK 

resettlement. ilMLLED 21V1E3 
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The Japanese group in O&ldwell Labor Camp during most of HOTaaaia HHT  TO apiiSo 

the year make up the majority group» The present management 

of the ca*np speak  i /8rj highly of the Japanese a a good workers 

and being good camp citizens• Recently two incidents oo cu red^f' 

bear directIt on -roblema of resettlement» 

xxxxiflfcfetox Use of ̂ a-gane"^ lanruar-e: 

With  the  increase in s?t£lly  groups  in  the m t ®  camp, 

many of which h^ve come from Tule Lake, has come an increase 

in the use of  J&pa nese^^^M© was noticeable particualrly i 

the store as soon as the Japanese operator took over. Issei 

women who up to this time had been sneaking halting and rer haps 

broken English in the store now lapsed back into Japanese. Ehe Since 

Ifefa ese ***** tSljncKx** the majority in the camp, the tenx 

atmosphere of the store and other meeting places was 

(K 

that of 'Little Tokyo. The Causas on and egro customers 

were more or leas pushed to ne side.  A he camp ma agem-nt quickly 

askod th e •Japanese store operator to insist on English being 

spoken in the store If at all possible. The cam~ director ex pressed 

himself to the effect, that the camp represent^ portion of Am erica 

and thatthe camp residents should try at least to use the la nguage 

of thein adopted country. 

Prejudice against the Tule -̂ ake le&repfants who h^ve rel ocated; 

A fair proportion of the present Oildwell Japanese are Tule 

Lake aegregants who relocated after the other *el cation ce WSI&F1 
jYtja  Kak were closed. The oamp management while accepting these T ulf£S Iff 

aciHoaVffiim 

Lake aegreganti as members of the Caldwell oente r have ad^ jftedg^ 

//•/S 
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somewhat of a policy of discrimination against them. 

Several Tule Lake families{segregant families) with small cildren 

are living t^he-shatters under very unsatisfactory cond itions. 

These families made application for a cottage when it would be 

available. One Tule Lake segregant family was told that a 

house would be ready for them fcn&xx and then were suddenly 

Informed that their appjbicat on for a house had been cance lled. 

Th4s family asttd their shelter representative to the cam p 

council to find out the reasons for the cancellat on. When th e 

matter was brought up to the administration fche Japanese cou ncil 

member was told that the administration felt that 'loyal 1 Japanese 

those that had not gone to Tule Lake as segregants and who  had 

relocated early should have first choice with respect to h ouses 

In the camp, tksg According to one of the recognized ^aranes e 

leaders in the camp, Tule Lake segregant families, are not 

considered for houses. Other resettler families who may co me 

later in time but who are segregants have been assigned hou ses 

while the  Tul ean segregants remain in the  f l i msy shelters. The 

Japanese  counc* 1  members have accented this 

niijni|i amrinnsnt and say they are sorry for the Tule an segregants 

who will have to live in the shelters this winter^  mtx  but at 

the same time feel there is no argument to the loyalty factor. 

»oar  "I TTthe oamp manager was away during the observeras two'vi sitjs I 
he camp and this point could not be checked with him. Bhètĵ é f f§|fe 

policy s actually in force is not definite, but what 'a lnlt fgffejBfej 
is that both Tulean segregants and ther remettions belelve j 
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Hesettlers throughout the Idaho area have heard reports 
.HOTDaflna SHT HO ©mo 

that back on the Vest Coast both In California and in the no rth 

Went Coast the repatriate group from Tule lake is having a 

much harder time in M l respects. ¿'here seems to be seme ind ication 

that the  "  «r^e^aranese group is beginning to show r sentment 

against the Tulean segregates. 
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Snake River Valley Region 

Ontario, Oregon la the focal point for Japanese resettlemen t 

in the e River Valley area. Even before the arrival of the 

resett ers, Ontario was the center of Japanese community li fe 

of this region. A small Japanese restaurant operated here.  A 

Japanese community hall on the outskirts of the town was se d 

for bi-monthly Christian religious services and for other J apanese 

activities* 

The3nake River Val"*ey was very popular with resettlers 
/ 

and It Is estimated that a thousand or more setrCled in this 

region^* Of this group approximately one-third has left the 

area leaving ab-ut 700 resettlers still in the valley. Wi th 

the  m±t  re-war Japanese the xtspx total Japanese populatl n 

for the 3nake River Valley stands between •§(•^900^ )&oo 

The great majority of the resettlers are farmers or farm 
, , _ _ . ' Small grcupof 
laborers. In Ontario, however, a xm l t business and rrofe s-ional 

SiiSi^x^ skilled and sem-skilled factory w fefrers have sefeie^S^ 
TYuajli 

_ . , aSTI MU � � ¿ 7 I  

Ontario now has two fairly large Ja anese restanaants, t w O f s © 

food and fish stores, a doctor, and two churches, one Japa 

Methodist, the other Buddhist. 
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iA\cioiil tofu manufacturing plant has been set up outsid e of town. 

M t h the exception of the KfcitxatHe* Japanese M.S. church a nd 

one Japanese restaurant all the other businesses and esta blishments 

are located on the outskirts of t wn. This was partly deliber ate. 

The bus! ess men were advised by church workers and other fr iendly 

Cauoaslons that this would prevent Caucasion bus! ess men i n 

the business section from becoming concerned over possib le economic 

threat. Actually the location of the cafes § the fish markets and 

food provision stores on the outskirts of town is ideal fr om a 

commercial standpoint. The great mass of tho Ja anese are r ural 

and all have cars. *or many it is more convenient to have su ch 

establishments on the edge of town. Sven bhe Japanese doc tor 

who has recently opened an office is situated outside of tow n. 

Two of the Japanese business men have built new buildings 

to house their establishments, fcnaxcsx On one* edge of town a 

square semi-modernistic cement building houses a fish and food 

store  o n  other s M e . This cafe is s eelallies 

in Chinese food and is a popular hangout for the youn er tfisei 

crowd in the °rea« There are booths» tables, soft neon ligh ts, 

and a Joke box• The cafe 6s also Is popular with the Cauoaslo ns 

and on Saturday and Sunday nights, the clientele is about 1/3 

Caucasion. 

On the other  si «is  of town another new cement building has 
OLEICE OT XHE DIKECXOK 

been erected. One half of this houses a fish market and the 

other the Ja"anese doctorls office and living qua ters. MV8HIMGXOM 
MVK KErOCVXIOM Vf l XHOKI XA 

DEbVKXHEMX Ot XHE IMXEKIOK 
JQMIXED 2XVXE2 
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The Ontario vegetable packing sheds employ several dozen 

Slsei boys during the packing season« Other Slsel a n d " 1 s e a T ™ 

are employed in a toy factory n Ontario« One of the big 

garages had three or four Japanese mechanics all during t he war 

and still h»s two or so left» ne mechanic recently purchased 

a filling station and small re-air shop and has gone into 

business for himself« 

Very early in the war years the ntarlo Chamber o f Commerce 

went on record as opposing any antWaoanese propaganda in 

the business section« This was, no doubt partly brought ab out 

by the fact that the Japanese were spending a great deal of 

manay in Ont«**io. Farmers drove then and still do 30 to 40 

miles to Ontario to do their shopping anc for entertainmen t« This 

meant that thousands of extra dollaars were pouring into t he 

Ontario merchants' cash registers« 

4 Chinese cafe in town was the only business establishment 

which was not patronized by t e Japanese« Apparently the Chinese 

operator had expressed himself strongly on the Japanese at t he 

start of the war and noon© wanted to test his convictions« W ith 

the end of the war, a few Japanese began going to this Chine se 

o»fe. Kith two  v aranece restaurants now servi g  nwc  Chinese and 

Japanese food there is not many Japanese who desire to go to t he 

Chinese cafe« 

If the Chamber of Commerce t-ok a publ'c re ations starfffi F̂̂ Sl 

M „  „ t £ f 
� -  gtgBm aoKi vAS "̂Scfi 

informally agreed not to employ any  ja-anese'  \mer cans in 

offices or en"a«. Japanese are employed off  Mi in  street away~Trdm~" 
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public eye* 

In the past three years Ontario has gained the rep̂ Ĥ̂ ljgfl ô ^ 

of being the friendliest city in the Snake River lalley and 

Boise region. This report alone brought many resettiers to 

the Snake River valley. 

The type of farming was desrlbed earlier. .: ;!*:e number of 

Japanese operated farms have Increased som© observers est imate 

by five or six times» There were approximately 25 Japa ese 

operated farms in Malheur County before the war. If the abov e 
Japanese  < 

estimate is right there should now between 125^130 • dmmmmm» ofPWrv** 

farms. 

In the area immediately "bordering OntaMo there were abo ut 

8 Japanese operated farms before the war. There are n~w abou t 

50 in the same area» Most of the Japanese farmers started 

out on a share crop r lease basis at least for the first year 

of operation. About half of the farms in this area are still ^bout half of the 

on either a share crop or lease arrangement. 

resettle:s have bought land. K fEw S?arm e?an  11 ias  near Ontarie 

who held onto holdings in the Northwest have recently sold 

these holdings and are buy5ng farms near Ontario* Three su ch 

transactions took place reoently. Up to this 7ear farm cro ps 

have been good and farmers mad© money. This years* crop is 

not very good» It is still too early to see what effect the 

poor market will have on buying of land by Japanese still s h^re-

cropping or leasing. 

The average size of t^e farm in the Snake ^iver V l̂le: 

about 30 acres» \ few farms run to 100 or 125 acres. Pot 

onions, sugar beets and lettucfe are the main crops. The fa rming 
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is by Irrigation and was isxsxfxitinxipixxttai aA&w ex erlence 

for aost of the resettler farmers* The soil was di f f  aT "Ift®l 

of tending o op was  different,  and the crops were  di  'ferent* For 

these reasons many of the farmers -reeferred to s «re-cr op pr 

work as farm laborer» for a year or so before starting out o n 

their own« To them this type of farming was a new experienc e 

ani as such somewhat of a gamble« 

It is h rd to gage X*m either the success or failure of the 

Japanese* resettler farmer« Some have «¡a*»' scraped th rough 

the last two years« Many msm antlc/pate on losing moaay thi s year« 

A few others h^ve oa&laed in heavily during the war years an d 

have accu'red additional holdings* One outstanding succe ss in 

the region is that of two Japanese who farmed on a pefctner ship 

basis and made over  150*000  roflt on thefcr first crop of onions» 

¿'his was during the war* This year(!946) the onion crop is 

a buTifcer crop but the market price is so low that many of the 

local farmers are not even bothering to sell them at present * Those 

who can afford to so so are storing the onion c op until t> ater in 

the year when prloes may be better* This fall in onion market 

has caught the Japanese farmers who put *».ost of their ac reage 

Into onions thl s year* For the farmers who are working on a smal 

margin, much of the crop will have to be sold at a very low 

margin of profit and for some even at a loss« 

Pototoe* crop hps not been too good this pe«r« It 1»¡siijiMB illy 

conc ded out this way that the Japanese farmers have not yei2 5 lt# 
T aaTA- re 

aonivAa v ZQViC)aW.j\jy 
acquired the knaok o" Irrigating pototoes properly« In an^ nvent 

I m J B 
the pototo crops of the Japanese farmers tend to be consiste ntly 



an&£9 valley 32 
Bniae-Snake R, V&l 
September 30, 1946 
J* deXoung 

ßtnitoflor to the Caucasian crops» In vegetab£|_ produce such as 

lettuoe the Japanese fames have been raising good crops* 

The only money mating crop of 19^6 appears to be the sugar be et 

crop, This(^ept*) crop is Just about ready for the harvest a nd 

the price s far is very good, J'a anese farmers who have goo d 

sugar beet crops should again come out ahead this year, 

A.  general 3 atement can be made to the effect that almost all 

of the Ja anese farmers made money in this region during the 

war yerrs, However, quite a number of reaettler farmers h*v© 

lust started out on their own this past year. It is  KSX  held 

throughout the ^rea that'most of these new farmers will be 

lucky t  •  break even this year« ~ r rly reports from the West Coast 

indicate that crops there have not been very good. If this 

turns out to be the case, many of the new fa mere who are 

leelng money or at least not making money this year will fee l 

much better. 

In addition to the Ja anese farmers who have been farming 

land either on share-crop, lease or own land basis, there ha ve 

been hundreds of Japanese working in the region as farm la borers. 

This farm labor has bean of var'ous types, Is^ei bachelors have 

worked as farm hands for other Japanese or for Caucas'on farm ers. 

Couples and family groups have worked for other farriers on a 

monthly wage ba ¿.is,* This t pa of arrangement has been very 

family groups, A large fuAtaiflgiMP could thus afford to 

work for a smal of food was given 
D E W K X M E M X Oh  1HE IM1EKIOK 

si on?,  with the Job, ProiiÄljrEitê fealllSSu dred Japanese in fa mily 

OELICK OK XHE DIKECXOK 

popular for it included £*i$lx n§XPx and part subsistence for 
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>8 have worked in this region on this arrangement* Another 

ar arrangement is that of working for large companies either 

on an hour wage basis or on a pieoe time rate« The famous 

Slmplot Company which detaytrates pototoes and other pr oducts and 

also maintains huge xx£$x packing sheds has hired hundre ds of 

Japanese workers» In this Snake River f alley region Simplo t 

has several big outlets w;ilch consist of farms, packing s heds, 

warehouses and various xixxix mechanic 1.1 plants» "round Ontario 

during the war out of some  700  31bk lot farm workers about  500 

were Japanese» The rest, were fixuxit mainly Mexican. 

The Slmplot ^etup at Jamleson, Oregon is fairly typical of 

of th*s big company arrangement» Jamleson is a little hamlet of 

some 3&0 people all of whom excĝ fc for post master Fin- 1 storekeeper 

work for the Simplot Company» Jami©son consists of a filling 

attion, a postoffice and a grocery store. Thore is a huge 

Simplot warehouse and procossing plant and a small clust er of 

shacks in which the Simplot farm workers I've. Out of thi s 

group of workers about 65 daring the war wore Japanese» 

it present t ere are 3till about  100  Japanese workers still 

at Jamleson but he group is slowly dwindling away. 

, In contrast to the situation In the Caldwell  L afoor camp the 

Japanese workers in Jamleson ave a much Inferior setup» Hos t of 

the farm labor work is don© on ahourly basis. The wage rate h ere 

optics  paragesoca 75 to 30 cents» Dur'ng harvest piece time rates  are 

used a d workers are ab e to make #12-15 dollars a day» 

MV2HIL4CXQM 
The Japa eae farm labbrers for these big companies work 

M W KEFOCVXIOM Vf l XHOKI XA 
for the company fttdiUUrtltgI41M)flakft Eng4  J ViltidJflifig  and harvest 

flMIXED 2XVXE2 

Snake 

W MO C X O K A T 

-popu:: 
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¿ ^ m they are sent in orewa to work on the company forms of f 

to the farms which have contracted to supply the company wi th 

produce» During the slack season these company workers d o odd 

lobs in tho warehouses and packing sheds. There is the adva ntage 
w 

of being on the company -ayro&l all year around whores* the f ree-

lance farm workers such as at  Cal dwel l  take* a chance on getting  UO*/<l 

during the slack season* 

In ̂ amieson, for example, houses are furnished by the compa ny. 

These are little more than shacks s.ndf at best are not much 

better than the relocation center quarters. The 

average shack has two small rooms,a bedroom an a fctchen-living room. 

Cooking and heating is done by a coi& range. There la no hot 

water although a cold water pipe runs to the sin!-. The»e sha cks 

have no baths and ottsld© privies. There is no rent charged 

but occupants must furnish their own coal in the winter time . 

At «Jaaieson theee teihacks are painted white and are clustered 

together at one side of a dusty road. There is no play space 

tor  children except In the road and in the weeds oround the 

houses. 

j^xratx There is very little future for the Japanese labore rs 

in this type of arrangement an d the numbers who work under t his 

setup are going d wn fast. The p a x few who took 

these Jobs have long since gone elsewhere. Today the grou p that 
OEEICE OFC ¿H E DIKECJLOK _ -

remains at Jamieeon is composed of older Jssel with sma-1 i isel 

children and a few Siaei f 0 ^ M o l t o m  Tule Lake aegregalfc group. 

It is this Tule A * » g r o ^ i m ^ ^ will probably *tay 
J dEbVKXWEMJ L QL XHE IMXEKIQK 

on in this t; ~«arrangemf^j|$|f ®vfe?Il^ a@n' &i 
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The Jasleson group of Japanese Is Isolated. While* ¿ami®son 

Is only 43 miles from Ontario» there Is no transportatio& there  ;)I ,, 0 

except for a train that runs three times a week on very irregul ar 

schedules. Most of the Sateleson group d o n not have carsU nfcfefcfer 

contrast to tike Caldwell group where a car is almost a ne cessity 

for free-lance farm work) The Japanese workers there have l ittle 

no contact with the outside community either Japanese or C aucaslon. 

Many of the workers there go to nearby town of Vale or Ontari o 

once In six months. There is little social activity among the 

Japanese group Itself. The non«*segregant group d es not see 

eye to eye with the segregate group and differences have loo med 

large In this isolated area. *or exampil^flBilles who li ve 

next door to each other are not on speaking terms becau se of 

slight differences that have been magnified by thepeculi4r 

life of the settlement. 

While the wage rate Is not as high here as in the Caldwell 

area, there is even less opportunity to spend raoeey except on 

food. Cne average family cons sting of a Husband, wife and two 

children estimated that they spent about 1/3 of the monthl y 

wa e on food for he family. The other ex-eases were neglig ible. 

If more than one me her of a family can w-rk, it is possible t o 

save i x t m t i a fa r amount on a proport onal basis. Even one 

wage earner with a family can save a small am unt by being cauti ous 

In expenditures. 
¡YsiarDrfcsm 

There s general dissatisfaction among the group at sub^ JH m 
I  aaf i mi  

company settlements. The mature îsei and young Issel with !Sldjl 
I rafirl 

families can see no future and are eager to get out. Almos^ "*21Mh 

of this group has gone and the few dozen that still remain at 
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^paieson will be gone by the end of winter. Sven older ta sei 
# 

especially t^ose w th growing Mlsel children are beooilt^ 1 dlsoont^nt. 

The school in the area Is not very good» There Is no medical 

fsittikpuxnqBtx facilities except at Vale 18 piles away or at 

Ontario 43 miles away» ^ranpoi^tion is irregular. If a com pany 

car or truck is not available, emergency medical cases mus t be 

hauled to the nearby doctors in a taxi which in turn must be 

summoned from the nearest town. There is no recreational f acll ties 

either for the children or for the adults. 

Sxcefrt fora few Issel bachelors and a few Issel couples and 

families, it is m safe xxxxxjpttaxx to assume that another ye ar 

or so will see this small Japanese settlement at Ja leson 

down to several dozen. 

Church organisation in 3aake River Valley 

Prior to the war the on y church organisation in the Snake 

River Valley was that of the ^ap neseMjetiodist church missi on 
raj  llpt'l ̂ vwM! > 

group which sponsored bi-monthjtly Sundfcy services in t he «Japanese 

Commun ty hall in Ontario. A Japanese minister from Hood Ri ver 

came down to conduct sermons a  id  to ba£tl»W ^and perform other 
mlniterlal funot ons, 1) t'fmi} 

^ .  * / -  A • 

X X F C L K X In 1940 Rev. Shaver, an  EX^orean.  mlaAftlonary,  was 

assigned to do mission work in the Ca^meil«Bolse Valley are a 

and he occasionally came up to Ontario preach. With ttyl̂ j ^™™ 

outbreak of var and the start of the resettlement program,  IMS S I V i \  I • aTAT*  Bwr Methodist Mission group assigned a f u H time Caucasion churj g^i^ 

worker to the Snake River Valley and later assigned a Jap anese 
71 
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mi ni ster  to the area« Dur ing t  e first  year  of  the war  no 
*L . « . . . . AOTOAAIA :IHT HO aonrao 

special Japanese church meetings were held» The kmrnxk O tarlo 

police had served warning that they would not be responsi ble 

for property protection if churches allowed Japanese to h old 

meetings» It was this point that the local «Japanese signed o ver 

their Ontario community hall to the city of Ontario for s afety 

purposes» (©he city used part of the hall during the war for 

high school teacher apartments but is now turning It back to  t e 

Japaneee group)» 

The ixxxl Caucas  1 on Ketho&ist ohurch^inH^ntario voted in 

19^2 not to hold special meetings for the Method'at Japanes e. The 

town high-school pr lncij&i was  fcfcax  one of the strongest foes 

of the Japanese at this eriod. Finally the Baptist church 

allowed the ^apañase Methodist group to *-<old special se rv'ce» 

When no trouble developed, other churches fallowed the Bap tist 

lead and a policy of rotation was suggested» However, the Bap tist 

church was so arranged that both English and Japanese  sarv'  cea 

could be held at the same time and the Japanese f?*S. group I 

continued to use the Bptlst church later jpaying rent f or the 

church use» 
The M»£» Japane e group under the leadership of  :  ev» Goto 

J  - ' 

became a very active group In the war years. Young People 's 

groups were organized and the church beeame a center for social 
/ T' I 

activity for both ¿ssel and Nisei» then Rev. Goto  was tra 

to Spokane and  E#v* Inouye f rmerly of Hood River and who 

ministered tb this region before the war on a part time  b 

was assigned to the 3nake Elver  as a permanent post» Under his 
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and guidance plane for a new Japanese M.S. church 

were laid out* A $20,000 brick and stone church has been des igned, 

bids accepted, and work is to be started almost immediatel y* The 

M.&* Japanese groups hopes the church will be completed in time 

for Christmas religious services* 

The fact that a small group of Japanese Christians can 

raise enough money to built a permanent church in this tow n 

is Indicative of the type of resettlement that has gone on in 

the rural areas. The former Japanese residents are taking  the 

lead In sponsoring this church but today the congregation is 

ixi:iSi$xKiii8xM8x 0f r e 9 e t t l 0 r s * < 1 B * Good support for this church 

has been secured* Several Japanese farmer« fexmnqpx who are not 

wealthy nsxamaxmx have pledged |l f 000 for the new church. Cne 

Japanese farmer who has  T^ BBL money dulrtng the war has alre-dy 

given |»2 rQQQ* Other amounts that are bieng pledged by 

the local Japanese farmers run into the hundreds of doll ars. 

(As as interesting sidelight it might be noted that the loca l 
Cauoaslon Methodist group is also trying to ra  at  money for a new 
tauEXstm church* To d«te the largest Caucas on contribution 
from  the Method?  st  business men  has  been about  5200*) 

The end of the war brought about a cessation of most of the 

Young People's activities in the ohuroh for practicably 

all of the Nisei leaders left the area* A new group of youn ger 

leaders fr m the remaining population is now takin the plao e of 

oi:Ei<  t.'-;e«e.;HOlder Nisei leaders. 

A Su dhist minister has se* tied in Ontario and has been 

holding Buddh A services fo^  v tHe Buddhist families in the Snake 
M V K KErgCV.UC^yiyJIOKLLA^ .  _ . ^ W * « *  ̂

ftiver Va ley*  t 0  obtain 
f l MIXED 8XVXE8 
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the use of the old Ja r an»se  community hall as a meeting place 

for the Buddhists»  JIOTOa * ia3HT ™TO 

3ACL organization ,ln Spjfke River Valley 

The JA.QI, organization In the Snake River Valley is a mu ch 

more active rroup than its counterpart In the Boise Valley , 

The off ers are young and aggressive. In August of this ye« ?r 

a meeting was held to plump for Nisei voting.  Pl ana for a 

well rounded rereational program have been set up and some 

Already implemented. The leaders in this group tend to be 
for 

local  p e n  Nisei resddents rather than the resett Nisei  xki 

on the whole  dmt wt xx i nmp are now too young  t m as yet to step 

Into such leadership positions. 

The Snake* River JACL fexxxx also has taken the "ead in 

encourgging the formation of other JA C.L chapters in the 
This group proposed^at fcfex one  t ime to 

nearby  regi ona,  \x̂ xsxxtti«x|Bcls|DS>maftxjt̂ i1n 

organize a 3nake Hiver JACL league and 3pokane JACL unit 

was Invited to Join, Nothing came of this invitation for the 

Spokane unit felt that the two areas were too far apart for 

effective cooperation, 

Veteran organization 

There a e several hundred ill eel ex-QlSs in the Boise 

Valley and Snake River Valley regions. The group as a whole 

has  shown soaroely any  i nt erest  I n forming a veateran organization 

of their own or in Joining the larger community veteran org anization, 

Because of the nrevalllng feeling that most of the Idaho ana YUS H A ]  qgTI HU 

Oregon towns are still hostile to Japanese, veteran  rart'c  ipation 

w'11 lie slower in these regions than elsewhere. 
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Regardless of whether there are 1500 or 2000 resettiers 
«OTD3Hia  3H T TO 301110 

left in the Boise and Snake River Valley, the Japanese grou p 

has inoreased tremendously omver the prewar populat on« 

It is estimated that already about 1/3 all the reeettler s 

who came into these regions have gone back  tflt  Either to thelfr 

former homes or relocated elsewhere, there la continual mov ement 

out of these regions at present and this will continue for 

the next few years« Possibly 1/3 more will eventually dffft 

out of the area« At the same time toere is a email movement 

back into the region» 3ome of this is seasonal such as harv est 

hands coming back to work for the harvest season« A email hand ful 

of former resettlere who have tried the West Coast are also r eturning« 

Even a few new comers are arriving from the Midwest and Ea st to 

Join friends or relatives in this region. 

Within two or three years the group in this region  exempt  

for the farm labor group at Caldwell should be pretty well sh aken 

down« Right now there seems ISx within the 

area.  tt»x*xexex±«xraB*xx*x*x« mxJ uLxi ai *xxt xki t *xx.x**xx Malheur County 

and the Snake River Valley region around Welser and Payett e 

should continue to beeome increaslnly Importan as far in g area 

for Japanese far era* 

It is evident Cta? n?t?m labor for large companies like 

Simplot is on its way out« ^his was a temporary wartime arra ngement 
IYSKX 

that strikes the observer as having aleady lived out 5 t̂ii$e « 
* TYUS 

On t e other hand the Caldwell free-lance Japanese labor 

is gmsrtx growing in size and may well develop Into a un qu£* 

� OH A � 
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unit that will last for many years to come. 

A pattern of community life is developing in the Snake River 

Valley for the run*! Japanese« This has its root« in the Chri stian 

and Buddhist church organisations* The 3nake River  J40L  would 

seem to be the vitalizing influence in the ^isel group in t his 

rogion» 

In contrast to the  Snake  River Valley groups the Boise rural 

group has not developed the same degree of community rgani zatlon» 

There is some indication that the Boise group may eventual ly 

be abs rfred as far as com unity life with Japanese group goes 

into the Snake River Valley group« 

The great majority of the farmer« who have Invested money 

in land and thouse who are leasing and share-cropping  will 

stay for some time to come« A few bad season« might change th is 

picture« This present year la antiquated as rpor but the pa st 

few years were exce tionally good and there is a great deal of 

incentive for future year»« 

Ygung mature lis®! other than those that go into farming 

will continue to drift out of the region« The great mass of 

Japanese in Viese regions will continue to be rural dweller s« 

A satuatoation point would  fceem  to have been reached for restaurants, 

fi»h narkets and Ja anese produce stores« 

iH..?^? 10» Oregon, has developed into t e focal point of 

the Japanese comrnu ity of the Snake River Valley region a nd to 

a lesser extent for the 3oi#e Valley region« All indicatio ns are 
AAX7T/  K F R N P Y T T O I /  vn  T J J M I T T X 

that it will o o f :r t h l s  General 

region« flMIJLED &LV1E8 

OiEICE OE 


