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Japaneze Resettlement in the Bolse Valley and 3Snake Riyer Valley

Three main areas of Jaranese resettlement exist in
Idano tod"y. Prior to the war, the greatest proportion of
the 1100 Japanese in Id=ho wéfsy located in the southeast sectilon
of the s.ate around Idsho Falls in Bonnevil’e County and arou-d
Pocatello in Bannock C unty. A small handful was ascattered throughe
out the southern part of the state and a hundred or so lived in
the Boise Valley regilon.

Resettlement of Japanese Americ-ns from reloc~ 'on center-
during the war years particularly from Zmt Minidoka Cen'er, Heart
¥ountain and Tule Lake drastieally ch-nged the pattern of
Japanese goncentrat on, WVhile several hundred roea;tlofs
moved into the southeast section of the state, thousands
poured into Bolse Valley and the neighbori g Snake River Va ley
a3 sessonal laborers °nd as temporary and perangnantk resettlors,
It 1s this region, the Boise and Snake Fiver Valley areas, w'th
which this survey is concerned.

Although these two areas are searcely discernible from
each cther both '‘n type of terrain and erops grown, they are
usually co-sidered as separate units, A few shadowly outlines
of Jaranese community organization based on these geographl!cal

areag also ean be seen,

Bolse Valley area:

arrowhend rests 50 miles or so to the West on the Oregon
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Idaho 1ine. The top noteh of the base starts around Parms .. . .
in the North and runs south 40 or so m'les, Most of this

regions 2118 in Canyon County. The Boise River &lmost through
the center of this region. T e Snake River l1ies to the Vest

and later to the south of the Bolse Valley. (See Map, Appendix 1,)
Such small towns as Caldwell, Star, Wilder, Emmett, Homedale,

' #apsing, Meridian,Middleton, Nampa and Parma fall in this

Boise Valley area,

Snake River ¥alley area .
Most of the Snake River Vallepy region conSssts of part of
the eastern side of Malheur County in Oregon which ‘s bounded
by the Snake River., The 3nake River at this point 1s the
boundary line between Oregon and Idaho., Physical linits of this
so=-called Snake River Valley are vague, Rural are=s on the
Oregon side of the river are considered to he in the 3nale
River Valley. A few miles aecross the r!ver other rural area
in Id=aho might be considered part of.tho Bolse Valley. The main
difference between these two areas appears to be in source of
irrigation water, 1In rough outline ‘he 3nake River valley
region ¢an be sald to conaist of a 50-60 mile strip of Malheur
County lying along the Snake River which acts as the stase line
in the southeast pert of the stnte, On a map the Snake River
valley might be delimited in the share of a figure 8 with
half lying in Oregon in Malheur County along the Saamke R

the other in Idaho., The Idaho section takes in such aroauiif; fi

Welser and Payette and lies northwest of he Bolise Valley
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The Orggon Malheur County section has such towns as Ontario,

Vale, Jamieson, and Nyssa, (See M.p, Appendix 1.)

Japanese in Idaho before the war

The 1940 census lists a total of 1, 191 Japanese for the
state of Idsho., Of these 765 or 64,27 were cit'zen and 425 or
35,87 were alien. Only 146 of the Nisel group were over 21 years.
of age. The Jaranese population largely was composed of mX%
Issel and young Nisel, The group wa2s rural, 1,072 or
approximately 85% of the tosdl fell in the rumil category.

The Japanese were listed as operating 149 fa ms. It can
be assumed that these were mostly Issel operated for the Nilsel
were not old enough to have storted new farms or taken over the
famlly farms, |

This farm oper=tor group had remained stable over a ten year
period for the figure of 149 1s the same as that listed for the
1930 census, %xm A comparison with the 1930 and 1940 census
indicates that the Japanese group was a shrinking unit in Idaho.
The 1940 population of 1,191 was a decrease from 1,421 of 1930.
The deecre~se was brought about by several factors. In 1930
there we-e 576 Issi in Idaho., By 1940 this Issel group had

ghrunk to 425, Part of this was caused by deaths in the group

oo DUk many: of the older single Issel farm workers also left the

state, Older Nisel as they received specialized educ-tlion also

went westward to seek job oprortunities., Of the 189 urban
MVE BEETOCYLIQW VILHOKL]
Japanese in 1940pplm¢l :mmwfm( pncy oé‘w Nisel group

fl :D 2LV
only 25 were over 21 yenraygihg%e. 22193” Niseil had numbered
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109 urban Nisel. It 1s in this group that an ineresse should
be expected, The decrease 6an mean only that the itx §§Zfﬁﬁ”rm"mw”
Nisel were le~ving the date,

The majority of the Japaffanese populstion was ¢ ncentrated
in the southeast part of the #ite around Idaho Falls in Bonneville
County and around Pocatello in Bannock County. A conservative
estimate would place ovof 807 of the totsl pre-war Japsn-se pop=-
lation in this region.

Only a few doxen or so farm famllies at the most were 'ocated in
the Boise and 3nake River Valley reglon, In the Bolse Valley
the farm fam'lies wer e located in Canyon County near such small
towns as Parma, Caldwe'l, Nampa, ‘{omedale and Wilder, Before the
war the number of these families could be counted on the gingers
of two hands, Most of them had been in the region fer 25-30
years, Three farm fam'lies had been situsted outs'de ~f C-ldwdll
for over 3 yeara, One Japanese farmer was widely 'nown throughout
the peglon for his seed farm, The pattern of seitlement was the
same throughout the region. Two possibly three farm famililes
at the moat were in any one given locality. In Washincton County
directly north of Canyon County in which 1s located We!ser there
were only two nonewhite farm oper2tors. 3ince there were two
Japanese farmers here, it ceon be ~asumed that these nonswhite

farmers referred to in the 194" census were Japanese,

Afew dozen Jara ese farm lahorers wobked in the Bolse

for the Japanese farmers and occasionally for Caucasion fa

The small towns such as Caldwell, Vampa an’ Emmett had at t

most one or two Japanes- familles, Bolse, the capitol of the state,
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which is located in this area had only two Japanese families,

The Jaranese group in the Boise Valley wss too small and
scattered o operategf as a social unit, Families k new each
other but there was not much in the way of soeinl activity to
draw the group together, The Japanese group in Malheur County
across the Saake River was much more of an integrated rroup and
some of the Bolse Valley Japanese part’'cipated in the soeclal
and religious activities of this group.
T of 1

Almost without exception the Japanese farms in the Bolse Valley
28°f the crop-specilality type of farming., The main crops are
onions, pototoes, sugar beets , peas, and such vegetable produce
as lettuce 2 d carrots, All farming is by irrigations One or
two farmers special!zed in sced farms but the majority grew their
eréps for the tmmediste market, In the fruit region around Remtxi=mx
Exymximx xxg Ttmmett, two or three Japanese fmrmx operated orchords,
Snake River Valley

This region is very simllar to the Boise Valley. Type of

farmine 4= 1den'‘cal in most respects, All farming ls done by
irrigation, The main difference aprears to be in source of
irrigation wa er, A few minor differences in far ing exist,

IR thE T Payette, Xemtkixx® Frultland area orchard crops such as
aprles are the important crop.

MVEHIMCLOU

In Malheur Oo%ﬁ! F o(qh?[b)% t,fm}(y)x Kﬂ}" the arpear~nege
of be ng slightlywwi%%ﬁﬁéwlﬂw Bolse Valley. Onions,
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pototoes and sugar beets are the impdrtant crops haro.mmﬂtg.&abiqno
produce such 28 lettuce is also grown but not as much as in the -
Bolse Val ey. |

(1940 census)

The Japanese group in Malheur County, Oregon, prior to the war
nunmbered 137 individuals, 100 of these were citizen and 37 Iassel.
This small group was almost all rural, The group cons'sted of
about 25 farm families and aeveral dozen lssel bachelor farm
laborers.,

While thés group was very small, it had nonetheless developed
with the few Japanese in the Weiser-Payette area a small amount
of community life, A Japanese Gommunity hall was owned by the
group o the outskirts of On‘ario. Christian church meetings
were held here bi-monﬁhly by a Japanese minister who came from
Hood Rilver. Dsnces, parties and occasional Japanese movies or
pAdys were held in this community hal .

Iﬁ might be sald that the Jaranese group in this Snake River
valle  was a little more propserous than the Japﬂﬁoqe far ers in
the Boise Velley. Thils assumption 1s made on the faet thal the
Boise Valley group was shrinklng and the farm operators had stayed
stable over a 10 year reriod, In Malheur County, how ver, the
Japanese group was def! itely on the !necre-se both In numbers of
individuals 2nd in number of farme being operated, The group
was 80 small though that they did not pose much of an eco

threat to the arger Caucasion farming groupe.
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Resettlement of evacue-s during the war perlod,

HOTOIAIA IHT TO TOFIHO

The evacuation of Je=panese from the West Coast and the
eventual reloc-tion program of the WRA chanred the scene in
these two valleys. In three years time, 1943 to 1945, thousands
of Japanese streamed into the region, It has been estimated that
perhapé as many as 5,000 at one time might have been in the
region. The grest majority of these thousands were sensonal
workers from the reloc=tion centers who came to work as harvest
h-nds dur’'ng the sugar beet and pototoé harvest season, Thousands
of men, women and children from the cbntorn at one time or another
worked in the sugar beet, onion, and pototom fields of Idaho
and Oregon. Most of these harvest workers came from nearby
cohte-s such as Minidoka, Heart Mountain and Tule Lake but
large numbers also were brought u- from the\nou&ﬁl:l west ce ters.
At Minidoks during the harvest season, 1t waanukuaual to have
several t-ousand evacuees out on se=sonal or harvest leave
during the harvest months, The high school, for examrle, had
harvest furlough for this perlod so that the high sehool pupils
could part cip=ate,

The majority, of this group st-yed in the area only for the
harvest season and then returned to the relocation center. In
the 6all of 1943 the Idaho sugar beet and pototo harvest was
in danger of being ruined through lack of fleld labor.
generally recogni-ed that the effortsof the evacuers save

harvest for that year,
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Soon some of these wmxx harvest hands began to stay on
as year around laborers, others worked in the vegetable packing
sheds. As the war progressed and the e¢losing of the centers
became more 2nd more immenent farmers began to resettler ‘n the
area at first on a share e¢rop or lease arrangement. A few began
to buy land, ;

By the end of 1945 it 1s estimsted that at least 2,000 if
not more Japanese resettlers had moved into these two _areaa.&
For manyof theme resettlers, the area was a convenient resting
stage before fimal return to the West Coast, It was expected that
a large percentage of this gr up would leave the reglon as soon
a8 the Vest Coast ban was lifted, The opening of the Const, however,
did not bring about a wholesale exodus from this area, Large numbers
left and a small trickle back t» the Torthwest is going on continually
but & sizeable group still remains in the region.

Today the overall Japanese popu lation in the Bolse Valley
and Snake River Valley can be aset somewhere M 1500,
This 1s still a sharp oont.r.;wt, to the tﬁgoor 80 that lived in these
reglons before the war, Roughly 40% of the resettlers have
left the area either to return to the West Coast or to go to th»
Midwest or East,

Citles like Boise and Pocatello which drew fatrly large numbers
oo Niset - semleskilled, skil los and white col’ar workers dufirtp the
war years havy lost the great majority of their resett’er population,

MVEHIMCLON

Resgett ' er sta;t.iitioa for Bolse, T axa ve varied so mueh
A Erro gy 1o SEYIPAL 2

tha'. an estimate BEBW&RM%}‘%W%MW as first stage

of resettlement for Wisel during the wxx early days of the ressttloment
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+« Scores of Nisel first went to Boise before heading
Erst, 't one time “h> group in Bolse probably numbered several
hundred. In the 3pring of 1946 the “RA Bolse office eostimated
tha' there were still about 150 Japanese left in Boise, Leass than
half of this group remalns today., Bolse as far as permanent
Japanese resettlement goes seems to be a de.d city.

Thés wartime group in Bolse flargely was a Visel group. Bolse
_da a eity was not noted for 1ts hospitality towards resettlers.
Except for a few shops an bars that displayed anti-Japanese signs
there wgs n-X strong antie~Japanese sentiment, Rather there was
indirference and a feeling that it was all right for Jap2nese to
eome to Boise but only as 'second-class' citizens, Omly two
Japanese familles before Lhe war lived 1- Bolse, Most of the
Boise residents had msk little or no contact with Jaranep and
the larger group as a whole poasessed all 'he stereotyped
beliefs about minority groups. '

The Bolse Interracddl Council took the lead in helping
resettlers in & Bolse, The “hurch organizations also ecarried
out warious programs. A chureh worker was as=sifpmed to work with
the resettlers, The Bolse YWCA took the le-d in organizing
recreational activites for young Nisel girls and boys. Dances
and parties were sponsored by a Visel group ealled the Fellowship

ummnauthﬂ&mirago attendance at these Fellowship dances during the
war years usually was around 75 although a'tendance of 100 or

MYEHINCLOK
more was reached often, Towa d’tho end of the program, Nisel

MVE BETOCV.LIOKM VILHOEBELLA
were coming from BE la@lwgidori LbIAddna theae YWOA
ILED 2LV.1lE<
da ces, About 1alf of the attendance came from the surr-unding ruepidl
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areas., The Nisel group changed = great deal., Thils was avidenced
at these YWC! dances whare aftof 5 of &4 “fances an entirely new
Nisel crowd wou d have emer-od. The only stable element of the
Fellowsip group wedq the pre-war Bolse and nearby Pural Hisel
members.

Ifte- some prodding by the Church groups, the Bolse YMCA
opened its doors to Wisei, At first this aroused some prbteni
on the part of certain loeal eltizenry but this soon dled down.
About 2° isel boys lived in the Bolse YMOA o A1l of this orisinal
Nisel YMCA group left to jokn the army. This fact quelled any
remaining eriticism.

The first and most numerous job cffers for Japansaa in
3-1s were in the domestic and service categories, Sever:l
secore were placed in th-se occupations, OGradually a “ew other
job ovportunities opened.up but never to the extent in type or
muxkarkind that were avai’able in the Midwe-t and East cities.
T 18 was true particualrly for whiteecollar and rrofessional
1obs, By 1945 several large dress shops employed thres Tisel
gtrkx as alteration girls. Several Nisel gtpls were working
as office secretaries., One of these was employed by a c urch
organizat 'on, Festaurants, hotels and elubs had dozens of workrers
as cooks, cook's ne’pers, busboys, waliresses. Cne or two gergae-
employed several Hisel mechanica, In general,Japaneee both 18884

yus §
and Nisel were employed in jobs where they dld not have mug .

tact with the pub’ice. Except for service Jobs, the oce Dl
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-———ﬁﬂgéb for Nisel i1s very limited in Bolse, It is for this reason
the group'hns eontinually chonged during the resettlement years
and why the present grour is grodually shrinking away. Very
likel  the grou in Bolse will deere=se another 507 in a year,

L ntage)
To a lesser .xt.nt‘g.t83§°to the Weat Coast has gone on

in the rural areas, One element stands out also in this rurdd
retunn, I 1s the young married Wisel with famil es and ummarried
older Nisel both men and women who have gone back to the West
Coont .
Coast and who are now drifting backgzazh;uprisingly large
percentage of Issel parents with young Nisel children are
electing to stay in the reglon at le=st for the present time.
Two factors seem to be invddved here. Housing for large fam!ly
units are very searce on the Vest Coast, Issel have heard er
have seen for themselves that Northwest Coast jobs for Is=ei, men
or women, are domestic and service type of jobs wahre income
is not too grest. 1In ahdrt for this Isseil group their present
status 1s better than they can anticpp-te back in their old
homex area,
Bolse valley JACL
A Bolse Valley JACL organization hed been organized, The
memhership 1s small =nd very scattered, This orgenization struck
the observer as being largely an inactive group. The officers
Wﬂm;;:m;:;zt;rod and méetings are held rarely, Bocause of the nature
of farm ng here, such organizatiens, woul’ hbe active in the winte r
reriod. Spring, summer ANO(fall)Are movithe Ak which 1ittle outelde

DELYELWEWL OL LHE IMLEKIOE
aclivity can be carried on by REEXsXx/the ferm group.
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*Bevelopment of Japanese conmuddty 1ife in Boise Vallev:

Japanese community life in such an area as this must of
nogessity be different than that cof the Northwest Coast ruedl
areas, There the community 1life -f the rural Japanese revolved
around the blg eity or town 'Little Tokyo' social structuré, This
was especially true for the Portland and Seattle areas where the
majority of the Japanese farmirs wvere ‘ocated. In thls region
there 1s no e¢ity group or oy.n a co centrated rural group to
serve as a nucleus., As a result Japanese community life in the
Boise Valley has newer exlisted to any degree. A slight esmount
of community rels:ionship with each other 53 nw be ng bullt
up, but bikis ‘s stil) very Biight.

In 1940 a Caucasion ex-missionary from Japan was assigned
to work in the Bolse Valley by the Methodist Church Mission Board,
This minister opened a Japanese Methodist Church in Caldwell
Idaho, There were only ahandful of Japanese Methodists in
the Boise Velley and the m!nister had to depend on converslons
to bulld up his congregation, His parish takes in most of
Beise Valley region, W¥With the resettlera in this region, the

congregation of the Japanese M4,E, church now stn ds around

'100. The congregat'on 1s so scettered that llttle activ'ty

OEEICE

outaide of church =services is carried one
on e iifohere 18 little s cizl contact with one another there is

even less with the Caucasion communities, Only in Emmett, 'daho

deces there ceem to be any goelal ‘sontact # any degree, Emmett
MVE BETOCVIIOW VOLHOELLA -

hed three rre-wapliafialeds/ fa0llisH: Wi REpevery well llked,

NMALLED 2LV.1LE2
The score or so resettlers n-w ‘here have heen rather warmly
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.roooivqg by the Camasions. But this pattern is very unusual and
d-es no£\¥xilt a yplace else in the area, TRY T IiY au
Attitude of larger communities to Jaranese resett’lers}

The Boise Valley region excert for Emmett 1z not regarded
as x very friendly towards Japanese, Cltles like Nampa and
Caldwell became known as antie-Japanese in the war years and
most of the resettlers regard these places as still being
anti-Japanese,

In general the Snake River Valley region 1s regarded as
much friendler to resettlers., This was true all during the
war and resettlers still cddim this is so, Partly for this
reason the Snake River Valley has drawn more resett’ers than
has the Bolse Valley. The SBnake River Valley reset  "ers xxm
appear to be buying more land than are the Bolse Valley resettlers,
Caldwell, Idaho is one such place that is regarded =s
anti-Javanese. Durihg the war, there were alwa s several
hundred Japanese se~sonal workers living outside of Caldvell

in the C-ldwell Labor Camps On Saturday ni-ht many of these

Jarenese would go t- Caldwell, %s far as can be checked no
incidents ever developdd for the Japanese avoided cafes and
shops which indicated they dié not want Japanese trode, At this
time, 1944, there was only one barbershop in town that would
oator to Japanese, Today the situation has chang;d. The end of
the war wiped out most of the antleJapanese feeling. Evanﬁﬁ%“‘“
eafe in town will now serve Japanese, The barber has withdpd

the anti-Japanese sign. Ihe Caldwell Labor camp Japanese papuliation

is of little different type now being family groups rather
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the large numbersof singlo lggel and 'liseil men of the war
years, Actually at present there 1s l1litlle overt pre judlce
shown by the larger Caucasion community towards the Japanose

" resettlers., Yet the feeling still pers!sts amongst the resettlers
that Caldwell 1s 'bad' and eert in places there should be avolded,
Resettlers going through the city to visit elsevwhere wlll often
go without enting in Caldwell for fear some cafe might refuse
them serv'ce, The sam® holds true for other nearby towns
such as Yampa.

This brings up'a guest ion of difftrtntiating‘botwaon the
zaxunixattitude of the large/Cauc-sion community towards the
Japane se luixt:l . as 1t actua’'ly exists and as it exists in
the minds of the resettlers, This is strikingly d.monlnhatod
in this part of the country. The larger community 1s vury”iho
same throughout the region in 1ts habits, Inturests, pre Jadices
and manners. Yet these lit'le towns 30 to 40 miles apart
are regarded in different lights by the resettlers, 3ome 1like
Onttric in Yalheur County are consldered friendly, As a result
the resettlers for many miles around flock to these towns for
shopping and entertainment and pass up the necarby towns whilch
have gained reputations of being 'tough',

oo on s oARRENXNENGRX

MVEHIMCLOX

MVE BETOCVLIOW VOAJIHOKLLA
DEBLYELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEEIOK
NMILLED 2LV.1EZ2
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galdvell Parm Labor Camp 1*

About two miles ll!ittl of Caldwell 18 located the Caldwell
Labor Camp operated by the VWar Food Administration. This labor
gamp she!tered hundred of Japaneae geas-nal laborers durlng the
war yesrs and since the close of the relocation centers has
played an important part in the 1life of several hundred more
Japanese.

The camp was bullt in 1938 to he—useéd to care for mlgrant
workera who came into this region for harvest work, At this
time most of tho migrant worvers were Csucasions from the Arkansas

. Okalahoma sreas, The war shut off this suprly of migrant labor
and large numbers of Jamalcans were imported for harvest labor.
. e evagmation of the Japanese from the West Coast and the
opening of the relocat’on conters provided a much better suprly
of harvest labor from 1043 and fewer Jamaieans “ere brought
into the aresa,
The dwin@ling away of the Japanese labor supply in turn
brought Mexican natio-als irto area as the meltn harvest
labor, lHowever, the Japanese all throusﬁ the war and even
now remlini&tho largest group in the Caldwe'l cemps
The campm origamlly was bullt as a combinatlon of pernanent
omcs gud Yyemporary center, To house the temporary ‘hervest ' hands

unlined barrascks called 'shelters' were bullt, These shelters
- MVZHIHUCILOKX

T, Tiner Gmith, Gomi Mnaiyet/ Bt Miuidpks prepared a short rep rt on

the Caldwell CanpEid LAY A$44u(aok: yrerpf@gate) Com-arison
ghould be made to see wiafi hsNEeR Vsye taen place sl ce 1°44)
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ivided inte 5 or 5 rooms, Some rooms are bigger than others,
The shelters are unlined and are n-t suitable for winter
occupancy and are usually shut down durfng the winter months,
A few have been in operation though the past years and a few
have been lined for winter use, The rooms are oquippo# with
a stove and cooking can be done, IThere is no running water or
gewage disposal units and all wa er must be cerried inm and oute.
The floors ere of concrete, Lihe rooms are furthdhed with beds,
table, chairs, shelves in addition to a satove.

A mess hall is operwtod for those 'ndividuals who do not
w sh to cook in thelr rooms, At the present time only the Japanese
are allowdd to cook in the shelter and the Mexican nationalls
have to eat in separatex mess hall,

A gommunity shower and XxiM laundry room is situated in the
middle of the sheltera, The 1avatorio§ and showers are now in
very poor sanitary condltion.

These sheliers are regarded as the 'temp-empy' section of
the camp and in the past were used to house the harvest wor ers
who ¢came into the camp for a few weeks or a Tew months,

The permanent section of the camp is of muc- better quality
an’ consists of small family cotfages of rather good construction,
These Tamily cotbages while very small have two bedrooms, a batmh,

oweliving:rson and a small kitchems Each house has a little patch
of lawmn mxix, garage spase and a plot of groun’ for garden u-e.

M HCILC
The Caucasion staff 1ive# in the ecamp and occupf the samé tyre

MVE EETOCYLIOV VIILHOKLLA
of family cot'agddibylddIiiel WO bid, [/IHa MESf houses 2re a little
NUILLED 2LV.1LEZ
bet er fur-ished than are the worker cottapges.
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These family cottages are partieally furnished with stoves,
beds, tables, chairs, divan, etec. CPIEA . 90 N

At present there are about 250 Japaneee living in the
Caldwell center, Of this number 163 are workers who go out
of camp every day to work. The toddl number of imhabitants of the
camp 18 about 550 and the Japanese make up almost half of the
totel, The total of 550 is rather large for 3September 1s the
busy Harvest se~son and moat of the workers (exdduding Jérannao )
are Mexican natfonals, There are about 15 or so ‘legroes in
the camp and a2 small handful of Caucasion worlkers,

The majority of the 250 Japanese XEX are composed of family
units and live in the family cottages, #ingle, unattached indigtdmals
and couples are not eligible for theose cottemges a d must 1live
in the shelters. Most of the unattached indigiduals are Nisel
and Iasel bachelors and several live together in the shelter rooms,
A few Japancose families are on the walting list fior cottnges and
in the meantime live in the shelters,

domewhat of a change has taren place in the camp. A new
management has taven charge and hopes tg turn fthe center 1into
a powb-permanent camp and do away vith the temporary shelters.
There are other 'tempoempy' labor camps in the vieinity.

As far as the Japanese go, the grour is mxx made up Tapgely
of family groups. This 1s in contrast t- the war ye-rs when the

Javanese workers were all single ind!vidusls or individuals

had left their families in the centers,

The camp in one respect has become a xmimxxki peenanentare ion

center. The only differe ces that appear 4pe that the Ja-
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(2t least the majority)have bebter living quarters and go

outside to wopok at the prevailing wage rate of the =rea,

The physieal appearano; of the camp 1s much like that of
a relccationE center osﬁoeialIy the shelters, A large
community recreation hall proviies recreation focilitles for
ea p residents, Movies are held here once 2 week and grade
school for some 40 grade school pur'ls xem 1s Operqtod“durins the
day in part of the recrention hall, This grade achool 1s
sup orted by the proceeds of the camp store, There are two
Caucasion teaghers. The enrollment is cosmordditan; Jaranese,
Caucaslon, Jlegro and'gkoasionait, ¥exiean, The Japanese chilldren
make up the greatest proportion of the students, High gchool age
students go outside to high schbol. The grade school was
set up when the camp openad for the neighboring town of Caldwell
at that time disclaimed any resrons bility “or edu-ating the
ghildren of the migraht lahors. Lhe present camp adm!nistration
is attempldhg to h-ve the Caldwell Labor camp school recognized
as a Federal school dlstriet but as yet has not succeeded,

A small camp store t= supplies meamt, m#lk and groceries

to the caur residents, Thisstore is operated at present by

a Japanese man who was prominent in one of the relocst ' on center

co-ops, He ope 2tes the store on a salary and commission basls

a'd 1s regarded as far as expenses go &s part of the administration.

He pays the admin'stration rates for rent (320,002 month) for a
MYZHIMCLOW

fantly sise oottage;ipatesd of the, worker Faess

DEBVELWEWL Ok LHE IALEKIOE
[MILED eLlV.LE2



Caldwell Labor camp 19

Bolse<3neoke R, Valley |
Jeptember 30, 1045
Js deYoung

H8¥ | camp store while smally suprlies most of the stable
groceries for the entire ecamp and does a large business, Hkrefkttx
Profit from the store pays the expenses of mal tainghp a grade
school and pays the salary of t e te-chers.

The camp has twezgz a government nurse -t present, a staff
doctor and up tintil a few weels ago a Jaranegse staff dentist,
At one time during the camp operatimn when another govermment
ageney was operating the camp, sue- staff worers as home ec nomic
advisors, ete, were government emplo-ed. Today, however, excent
for nurse, doctor and dentist, the other government employees
are administration and maintenance officinla,

Expenses in the camp are very low, Rent for a2 ghelter r-om
is only ¥§x 35 cents a week, This includes electrictty ~nd heat,
The shelter rent used to be 50 eents a week but was rece-tly
reduced,

The farily cottages rent for §2.,25 a week with an extra charge
ef 25 cents if an elesctric refrigerabtoris suprlied., 3ince all the
cottages have refrigerators the wemx montly rent is around $10.00.
This ineluvdes a1l utilities and furwlahlng;.

Camp meals can be eatem at the community mess hall bHut almost
2ll the Jararese cock fuwmm elther in the cottases or 1n thelr
shelter rooms,

e o d B8BAMP has a counell with representatives from each
shelter 2nd from grbupl of cottages: This council meets with

the administratlon offie’als’’dH* Wibks out programs for J

' ¥YE EETOCVIION VYVOIHOKILLA
eamp managensnt app CHRR PESrPAULoONeE (11 I EKIOK
NUILED 2LV.LEZ
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The income of the Jaranese workers in this Labor camp
18 quite nigh and since expenses are so low it would seem that
almost every family 1s saving some momay.

Most of the workers work steadily throuchout the year
in the surrounding country., Summer and fall are the big
harvest seasons and a good worker can average around iRE}12-15
& day during the harvest months, On a plece work bhasis
certain workers packing lettuce, agcking pototoes, ete, can
make up to $25 a day. (This 1s a 10 or 11 hour day though.)
3ince almost every famil  has several workers, the family
income of the Japanese 1s quite large a d varies according to
s'7ze of famil , Then, too, high sehool children work only during
the mxxxmsxmmasx summer and fall harvest seas n, But there are
asually two or three year around workers in the wers-e Japarese
family 1living in the Caldwell camp t~day, One Japanese famlly
of eight members now in the camp has 7 workers in the flelds,
This family has been averaging $1,000 a week sénce the beginning
of June of this ear and will continue at this rate until the
end of the harvest in early ‘ovember,

The Japanese store operator estimates that the average
income of the Japanese group in the Caldwel!l camp this ear
~from Janusry through September 1s between$3500 andf4,000,

m”mS;:m:gi::r in a family if he works ste.dily throughout the
year can average between §3,000,and.¥3,500.
The Jaranesé workers are h - B§ m in the viecinity as

DEBVELHNEWL Ok
good w rkers and thegg is (BiyesED @éMkkidefor them, In Spring and
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summer they are in demand for planting and weeding work,

W i

i} ml
L

!‘

11 %his work is done on & hour dbesis and the averace wage here
18 between 80 and 85 cents an hour, The w-rk dsy fisually is

10 heours and workers ean work 6 deys a week if they like,

During the winter months there 1s demand for Jananese as farm
labor for odd jobs and for semi-skilled workers in seed factories
or for plcking turkey fasthers 8n one of the earby town turkey
ranches, Again the hour wage 1s between 80 and 85 cents a hour,
The income 12 highest during the summer and fall harvest where
plece work shootsthe dsily wage often over #20 a day,

Living expe-ses in the eamp excert for f-od ¥°very low, Yot
the amount of money thet is saved i1s not as highk as would be
expected, This is prue particularly for the unattagh 4 group
vho w-kk hord all summer and fall and then srend their earnings
in the slaock winter months. Family groups though on the whole
are putting money aside,

3ince life in the camp ia rather draP, whenever any activity
dees occur an unusaal amount of momey is srent., %ggeﬂggci
boys aspend larce amounts on weskends in the nefby t-wnas drinking
and sambling mw.

THe camp has freouent dances in ﬁha Camp recroational
hall, ihose da-ces which draw only a few dozen couples

‘are elahorate a fairs, Uirls dress in formnl gowns snd
cctiiadaels boys spend on‘%vorugoﬂof 810 a dance for corsage alone.
Corsages ulunliy are orchida, It is cons dered cheap to g've

e girl an inexpensive garden a corsages-

MVE BET'OCVLIOM VO ILHOKLLA
DEBVELNEWL Ok LHE IMLEEIOE
; NULLED 2LVY.LEZ2
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Most of the Jaranese work in erews of from 8-10
men with a crew boss, These erew bos=es contraet with the
neigborhing farmers for work'eithor on an “our or a pileee
work basls, TIiece w rk basis 1s preferred =i-ce m-re money
ean be made this way., This 1s of various kinds, Lettuce for
emample, 1s paid by the i::; pototoees by the sack, other
itens by the row, etc, Plece work though 'as had mostly 4in
the harvest season. |

Most of the crews are composed of Iasel and iisei and
are mixed in sex, S3everal erews are composed ent rely of
0ld Isaol bachelors anl there are tw-o or three small crews of

Eibel young msn some of whom are ex-GISs.

Betursn to the Jorthwest Coagh,
it the present timo veryf#w of the families now 1iving
in the Caldwell labor camp are talking .bout going back to
thelr -1d homes, Most of tem do ot have anything to go back
to, for the few that may have had property long ago disposed
of it. ‘
The famkllos thet live in the family type cottage
in the oanﬁ have falrly comfortablegx homes,xXmp !oit of this
group 1s better off then they ever were before the war on the

OELICE OF 1HE DIEECLOF

Yorthwest cosst. The family =8 a unit is making more money and

most of them are setting aside.s . emall stake, I is true that

the worl 1s hard amd/igmelling sepeslalli Bring the harvest

DELVELNEWL Ok LHE IMLEEIOK
seagsons The retummns so fapmavencutvelp ed such factors.
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A few hare gene back to the Northwest areas and 13::mdmnqn
returned. In one of the Kibel crews out of 8 members, 5 have B
| been back to 3eattle and have returned and are now working in
ghe flelds again. They report that the only Jobs open in
SQattlo are either in dishwashing or other unsklllod service
joba where the pay is fairly low. The only good Jobs in sense of
wages are hamvy foundry jJobs and th's type of work ix proves
t-0 strenmuous for momst Is-ei and Hisei, A few Iasel also
have made a trip back and have ExEx returned with dlseo raging
reports on “ousing and tupes of joba avadlbdd for lssel, Tamilles
then which now have two to four members working rea’ize that
they will have a much harder time on the West Coast than they
have now. Tew ant!eipate leaving at least for the next few
yesres,

Young, unattached Hisel boys such as the K1H§1 group mentioned
abbge are Adrifting back for the harvest season when they can
mxmexze ake $20-$25 a day, Several Higel girls who left thils
region have retumned, One fifesl girl who divorced a pro-Japen
Kibei‘husha”d in Tule Lake and resettled by heraelf returned to
Jeattle where she could only get a Job as a domestic, “he
worked for a Tew months and ‘hen returned to gk Idaho xmk where
for the past few montha she 1as been maling around 124 day
in the flelda( 3h2's an exceptional worker)

Gners! impressions of Caldwell Labor gampj ——
The Ya aness group in.tho Caldwell camp &n the whole §§§

mo 8y, Most of them are better off financially than ever

For the time being there 1s every indication that the majority
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grour will stAy in the camp for next few years, A certain
amount of shifting has been going one 3everal familles are
planning on leaving the camp to return to farming 1in ihe northwest.
hese are fanilies who have four and five workers a&nd who have
been saving money f-r the past two years for this move, But .
as Japa-ese families move out of Caldwell, other Japanese famillies
are walting b0 move in. The two familles who are leaving this
month for the Coast will be replaced by two familles who have
heen sharecropping in the Weiser district and who have not been
very successful., Aa fanily unlts, they feel they will be able
to make more money by working out of the Caldwell cmmpe
If the present administration plans for making Caldwell camp
into a vermanent labor campgo through, there 1s good possibilit-
that for the next decade or so several hundred Japanese will
remain under these camp condifions and be used as a lhbor supply
for the surrounding countryside, There does not seem to be much
11kd1hood of the Jaranese being replaced by so-called fmikimdx'Okle'
lsbor again for the farmersin this area have all expressed feeling
that they prefer Japanese as laborerss
The present administration, the WFA, has budget FoB% e
Caldwell camp only for a timited time, The need for outs de
labor in this area would seem to indlcate thét the camp will
““mFg?nfingp operation f-r aometime to come even though 1t might
"”-;:“uiziira differentk management.
3everal ixtmraxtixsxsidellgiis on the rresent management

of the center arevnatherretgnificent imtermy of Japanese

DELVELHEWL OF LHE IMLEKIOK
resettlement, NUILED 2LV.LE?2
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The Japanese group in Onldwell Labor Camp during ggggugguow”m
the year make up the majority groups The present managemnent
of the canp apeak very highly of the Jaranese as good workers
and being good camp citizena, FHegently two incldents occurrodﬂuf
bear directly on rroblems of resettlement.
xxxxittinr Usge of vYapanete lahpuaze:

¥ith the increase 139!!&11y groups 1n the zxaxkar canp,
many of which have come from Tule Lake, has come an increase
in the use of Japanoquﬁ’ his was noticeable particuslrly 1-
the store as soon as the Japmnese operator took over, Issel
women who up to this time had been speaking helting and rerhaps
broken English in the etore now lapsed back into Japansse, 2Zhe Since
3‘?& ese WExEm !ﬁl;tu!!l the majority in the camnp, the KmpEx
sxxwdwd atmosphere of the store and other meeting pleces was
that of&1L1ttle lokyo's Ihe Causas’'on and ‘egro customers
wvere more or less pushed to ne side. <+he camp me agement auickly
askod th® 9Jaranese store operator to insist on English being
spoken in the store 17 at all possible, The camr director expres-ed
himself to the effeet, that the eamp rOpreaontﬂi portion of America
and thatthe camp residents should try =t least to uce the Tanguage
of their adopted ~ountry.
Prejudice 2mainat the Tule Lake Jegregants who have relocatedj

A fair proportion of the present Clldwell Jaranese are Tule

were closed, The camp management while accepting these

Lake segregants as members of the Caldwell cente r have adg

13 nglaaﬁirf
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somewhat of a poliey of disoerimination against them.
Several Tule Lake families(segregant families) with small ¢ ildren
are living tﬂihe-ahlltors under very unsatisfactory conditions,
These families made application for a cottage when it would be
ava'‘lable. One Tule Lake segregant family was told that a
house would be ready for them #mixx and then were suddenly
informed that their sapbicat on for a house had been cancelled.
Théas family askid their shelter representative to the eamp
couneil to find out the rﬁslons for the cancellat on, When the
matter was brought up to the administration jhe Japanese counmsil
member wae told that the administration felt that 'loyal' Japanese
those that had not gone to Tule Lake as segregants and who had
relo~ated early should have first choice with resrect to houses
in the camp. Rkm According to one of the recognized Yaranese
leaders in the camp, Tule Lake segregant families, are not
eonsidered for houses, Cther resettler families who may come
later in time but who are segregants have been assigned houses
while the Tulean segregants remain in the fll&sy shelters. The
Jepanese counc'l members have acee-ted this S
Sot=Enpainausent ond say thev are sorry for the Tulean segregants
who will hﬁvo to live in the shelters this wintor} #kEx but at

the same time feel there 18 no argument to the loyalty factor.

T.rhe eanp manager was away Aurl g Lho ObDServer's two visils 1o
‘he camp and this point could not be checked with him,

poliey ‘s mctuslly in force 1s not definite, but what ‘s 1
is that both Tulean segregants and cther rese:tlers belel
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Fesettlers throughout the Idaho area have heard reports
that baek on the West Coast both in Califponia and in the North
West Coast the repatriate group from Tyle Leske is having a
much harder time in 211 respects. ‘here seems to be ascme indication
that the 'arceMYapanese group 1s beginning to show r-sentment

against the Tulean segregahhbs.

3pake River Valley Resion

Ontario, Oregon 1s the focal point for Japanese resettlement
in the 3nave River Valley area, Even before the arrival of the
resett'ers, Ontarlio was the center of Yapanese community life
of this region. A small Japanese restaurant oper=ted here, X
Japanese community hall on the outskirts of the town was sed
for bl-monthly Christian religious services and for other Japanese
activities,

TheSnake River Valley was very popular with r?asttlers
and it 15 estimated that a thousand or more-.eﬂffed in this

region%'

Of this group approximately one-third has left the
'&area leaving about 700 resettlers still in the valley. With
\tho mX® re-war Japanese the pmpx total Jaranese populati-n
,for the Snake River Valley stands bhetween #4000, /00O

The great majority of the resettlers are farmers or farm

Ruall groupof
laborers, In Ontario, however, a ¥¥m us?%ass and rrofesasional

g'ﬁﬁi:nal skilled and semesikilled factory w Frers have se

food and fish store=, a doetor, and two churches, one Japa
-

@thodist, the other Buddhist,
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tofu manufacturing plant has been set up o 'side of town.

With the exception of the mhurshes Japanese M,E, church and
one Japanese restaurant all the other busiemsses and sstablishments
are loéatod on the outskirts of towne This wma partly deliberate,
The busiress men were advised by church workers and other friendly -
Caucasions that this would prevent Caucasion busl-ess men in
the busineass section from becoming concerned over posaible economie
threat., A‘ctually the location of the cafes, the Tigh mariets and
food provision atores on the outskirts of town 1s ideal from a
commerelal standpoint., The great mass of the Ja-anese are rural
and 211 have cars, for many it is moré convenient to have such
establishmentis on the edge of town, Even bhe Japanese doctor
who has recently opened an office is situated outside of town,

Two of the Japanese business men have bullt new buildiings
to house their establishments, fRumxax On ones edge of town a

sqgare seml-modernistic cement bullding houses a fish and food
store :%hﬁ!“' on the other s'de, This ecafe is s-eclalizes

in Chinese food and 1s a popular hangout for the younrer Hisel
growd in the srea, There are b oths, tahbles, soft neon ligshts,
and a Juke box, The eafe 8¢ alac I1s popular with the Caucasions
and on Saturday and 3undar nights, the clientels 1a anout 1/3
Caucanion.
On the other side of town another new cement bullding has
OLMIGE OB IHE DISECLO

en onaf.od. One half of t.h'.‘s houses a fish market and the

other the Jn-anese doctor®s office and living qua-tera,
MVZHINCLOX

MYE EETOCV.LIOW VIHOKILLA
DELVELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
[IMLLED 2LV.LEZ .
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The Ontario vegeta“le packing sheds employ several dozen
Nisel boys during the packing season, Other Nigel and Issed
are employed in a toy faotory 'n COnsario., One of the big
gar=ges had three or four Japanese meshanics all during the war
and 2till has twe or so left. ne mechanic recently pmrehased
a f1lling station and small rerair shop and has gone into
business for himself,

Very early in the war years the 'ntarlo Chember of Commerce
went on record =2s oprosing any antieJaranese propaga-da in
the business gection. This was, no doubt partly brought about
by the fact that the Japanese were spendi g a great deal of
menay in Ontario. Farmers drove then and still do 30 to 40
miles to Ontario to do their shopring and for entertaimment, This
meant that thousands of extra dollmers were pouring into the
Ontarie merehants’ cash reglsters,

A Chinese ¢afe in town was the only business establishment
which was not patronized by t.e Japanese, Appnr.ntly the Chinese
operator had expressed himself strongly on tLhe Japanese at the
start of the war and noono wanted to test his convictions, With
the end of the war, & few ananeno tegan going to this Chine=e
oafe, With two Yapanese restamrants now servi-g mmx Chinese and
Japanese food there i1s not many Japanese who desire to go to the

Chinese cafs,

If the Chamber of Commerce took a publ'ec re ations asta
agalnst antl-Jaranes- propaganda, fhxm 1t 1s rumored that th f@ﬁﬁ o

aATATER

informa’ly agreed not to employ any Jaranese Amer cans in s fo,;;

offices »r ecnfern, Japanese are employed off Main street aw
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public eye.
In the past three years Ontario has gained the reputation, ...

- of nolng the fihendliest city in the Snake River ¥alley and
Boise region. This report alone brought many resettlers to
the Snaxe River valioy-

The type of farming was desribed earlier, "o number of
Japanase opersted farme have increzsed scme ohservers estimate
by five or six times, There were approximstely 2¢ Japa-ese
operated farms in Malheur County hefore the war, If the above
estimate 1s right there s ould now between 125-130‘“ optmf!:r
farms.

In the srea immediately hordering Cntapto there were about
8 Japanese operated farms before the war, There are n-w about
-50 in the same ares. ﬁoat of the Japanese farmers started
out on a share erop -r le~se basls at least for the firat vear
of oporaﬁtan. About half of the farms in this area are atlll

psbout half of the
on elther a share crop or lease arrangement, RExkhmrmExmemxx

ngsgtle:s have hought land, A rS%‘!&%%’Famz1ies near Ontarie
who held onto holdings in the Yorthwest have recently sold
these holdings and are buying farms near Ontario, Three such
transactions took place reoaﬂtly; Up to thias vear farm ecrops
have been good and farmers made money, This yeara' crop is
not very good, It is still too early to see what eoffect the

. poor market will have on buying of land by Japanese atilll share-

eropping or leasing.

The average size of the farm in the Snake Hiver Vall

about 50 acres, A few farms run to 100 or 125 acres. PotofosMss

onlons, sugar beets and lettuch are the main crops. The farming

=
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1z by irrigation and was mmxuxfsmtiwexspmrxttax aMw ex-erience
for most of the resettler farmers. The soil was diffehsnt’, "néthsa
of tending ¢ op was different,and the crops were di ferent. For
these ressons many of the farmers meeferred to s .re-crop or
work as farm laborers for a year or so before starting out on
thelr own. To them this type of farming was a new experience
and as such somewhat of a gamble,
It 1s hord to gage %km either the success or fallure of the **™t*
Japanesex resettler farmer, Some hove qmie scraped through
the last two years, Many =mm antidbate on losing momay this years
A few others have calkhed in hﬁavily during the war years and

" have scou'red additional holdings. One outstanding success in
the reglon i1s that of two Japanese who farmed on a peftnership
basis and made over $50,700 rrofit on thefr first crop of onions,
‘his was during the war, This year(1945) the onion crop is
& bumper crop but the market price 1s so low that many of the
locel farmers are not even botherins to sell them ot vresent. Those
who can afford to so so are storing the onion c-op until bater in
the year when prices may be better. This fall in onion market
has caught the Japanese farmers who put most of their acreage
into onicns thls year, For the farmers who are working on a smal’
margin, much of the crop will have to be sold at a very low
margin of profit and for some even at a2 loas,

Pototobn oroﬁ hse not been too good this geer, It i8¢

conc 'ded out this way that the Japanese farmers have not y

acquired the knack o irrigating pototoes properly. In ¢

the pototo crops of the Japanese farmers tend to be consistently
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rior to the Caucasion cropse In vigotab‘h.produoo such aa
lettuce the Japanese farmes have been ralsing good cropse
The only money malfng crop of 1946 appears to be the sugar beet
erop. Thiq(dept.)_ crop is Jjust about ready for the harvest and
the price ao far is very good, Ja anese farmers who have good
sugar beet crops should again come out ahead thies year,

A genernl s atement can he made to the effeéet that almost all
of the Jaranese Tarmers made money in this region during the
war yerrs, However, quite a number of resettler farmers have
Just started out on thelr own this past year.s It 1s max held
throughout the sree that most of these new farmers will be
lucky t - break even this yesr, Eerlyrbports from the West Coast
indicsate that crops there have not been very good, If this
turns out to be Lhe case, many of the new farmers who are
leeing money or at least not making money this year will feel
much detter.

In addition tc the Jaranese Tarmers who have been farming
land elther on share-crop, lease or own land basis, there have
been hundreds of Jaranese working in the region as farm laborers,
Thie farm labor has been of var'ous typess Is=el bachelors have
sorked as farm hands for other Japaness or for Caucas'on farmera,
Couples and family groups have worked for other farmers on a

‘wuwﬂfgﬁgégmiago basis, Thls t pe of arrangement has been very
7 plp&lar for 1t included gﬁﬂ&!&“!;,x and part subsistence for
family groups. A large family,gr:eup could thus afford to

work for a smal’ smw mmﬁtm of food was given
DELVYELWNEWL Ok L IMLEEIOK . .
alons with the Job, ProBa¥lylbewdralli8u-dred Japanese in family
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have worked in this reglon on this arrangement. Another

sy arrangement 1s that of working for large companies either
on an hour wage basis or on a plece time rate, The famous
8implot Company which dehytr-ates pototoes an& other products and
also malntains huge xxtgx packing sheds has hired hundreds of
Japanese workerse. In this 3nake River Valdey region 3implot
has several blg outlets w:ilch consist of farms, packing sheds,
warehouses and various ykmmkx mechanicdl plants. ’round COntarie
during the war out of some 700 Sim:rlot farm workers about S00
wvere Japanese, Lhe res: vere uRERkX meinly Mexican.
[he Simplot setup at Jamleson, Cregon 1s falrly typieal of
of this big company arrangement. Jamleson i1s 2 1little hamlet of
some 350 people all of whom excget for postmester and storekesper
work for the 3iuplot Companye Jamieson conaists of a £1lling
st tion, a postofflice and a grocery store, Thore 1s a huge
Simplot warehouse and pfocoasing plant and a sma’l cluster of
shacks in which the Simplot farm workers 1l 've. Out of thls
group of 250 workers about 551 during the war were Japanose,
At present there zre still about 10 Japanese worksrs stilll
at Jamlieson but he group is slowly dwind'ing away,
; In contraat to the situation in the Caldwell labor camp the
Japanese workers in Jamieson nave a much inTerior setup. Nost of
the farm labor work is done on anourly basis, The wage rate here
e pappedctron (O fo 80 centse Dur ng harvest plecetime rntes are
used a d workers are ab'e to make ¥12-1%5 dollars a day,

The Japa ese farm 1.»»»&%?”?3%“¥ﬁoao big companles work

MVE BEI'OCVLIOWM VILLHOKILA
for the compeny NGHUHRIEE/UhOR akitEngy WGdE6g and harvest
. (UILED 2LVIEZ
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they sre sent in crews to work on the company forms off
to the farms which have contracted to suprly the company with
produce, During the slack se~son these company worlers do odd
jobs in the warehouses and packing sheds, There iz the advantage
of being on the company payrodl all year around wheress the free-
lance farm workers such as at Caldwell takeq a chance on getting work
during the slaclk 86asoNe
In Yamieson, for exam-le, houses are furnished by the companys.
These are little more than shacks and® at best are not much '
better than the relocation center quarters. eugkxxinekeixz The
average shack has two smamll rooms,a bedroom and a Rtchene11ving rooms
Cooking and heating 1s done by a cokd range, There 1a no not
water although a cold water pipe runs to the sink, These shacks
have no baths and otteide privies, There 1s no rent charged
but ocoupants must furnish thelr own goel in the winter time,
At Jamieson theee Buacks are painted white and are clustered
together =t onc side .of a dusty road, There 1s no play space
for children excert in the road and in the weeds around the
houses.
fxxanix There is very little future for the Jaranese laborers
in this type of arrangement an 4 the numbers who work under this
sotup sre going 7 wn fast, The xmmx fow !ﬁ§ﬂ§°w1soi who took
HFKT,th-'°“J°b° nave long since gone elsewhere, Today the group that
'L"(;:;:?:fxat Jamleson 1a composed of older Jasel with small Nisel

children and a few Nlsel Q&uia&a&nfrun Tule Lake .egresafﬁ'sroup.
It 1s tnis Tule kele SeETREERvCEroMp MRS RiCh will probably stay

on in this typd Eg&%ﬁﬁ&%%ﬁﬂgy
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The Jamieson sroup of Japanese is isolated., While Jamieson
is only 43 miles from Ontarie, there 1s no transportatiem.there....
excert for a train that runs three times a week on very irregular
schedules, Most of the Jahmleson group domm not have ears(anbbhbr
contrast éo the Caldwell group where a cer 1s almost a necessity
for free-lance farm work) The vYapanese workers there have 1ittle
no contact with the outside community either Japanese or Cauecasion,
Many of the workera there go to nearby town of Vale or Ontario
once in six months, Thori 1s 11ittle social activity among the
Japaneso group itself, The nonesegregant group d-es not see
eye to eye with the segregahh group and differences have loomed
large in this isol=ted area, for l:amp!'f‘!&ﬂilloa who live
next door to each other are not on apeaking terms heocause of
slight ddfferences that have been magnifimed by thepeculddr
1ife of the settlement, |

While the wage rate 1s not as high here as in the Caldwell -
area, there 1s even less opportunity to spend momey excest on
food, Cne average family cons sting of a Husband, wife and two
children estimated that they spent about 1/3 of the monthly
wa e on food for "he family, The other exremses were negligidble,
If more than one me ber of a family can work, it 1s possible to
save maxktixitim a fa'r anount on a proport onal basis. ZLven ore
wage earner with a family can save a small am-unt by being cautioms
in expenditures, ’

There 's general dissatisfaction among the group at supk g
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company settlements. The mature Nisel and Foung Issel with

families can see no future ani are iaaor to get out, Almos

of this group has gone and the few dozen that still remain at
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Jamieson will be gone by the end of winter, LEven older Issel
especially those w th growing NWisel children are becoming ‘disgontent.
The school in the area is not very good, There is no medical
fxxtittyxuxeapix facilities except at Vale 18 miles away or at
Ontario 43 m'les away. ZTranporfition 1s irregular, If a comrany
‘car or truck 1s not availlable, emergency medical cases must be
hauled to the nearby docbdrs in a taxi which in ‘urn must be
summoned from the nearest town. There is no recreational facil'ties
either for the children or for the adults.

Excoet fora few Issel bachelors and a few Isseil couples and
fanilies, 1t is x safe musuxpkimmx to agsume that another year
or so will see this small Japanese iottlomont at Ja-leson

down to several dozen,

Ghureh_organi-atlon in Smake River Valley

Prior to the war the on'y church organizatéon in the Snake
River Valley was that of the vYap- neseMet.odist church mission
group which sponsored blemonthgly Snn@hy ,orviool in the Japanese
Commun'ty hall in Ontarieo., A ‘apnn.lq mihiator from Hood River
came down to conduct sermons and to bquldp ~and rerform other
miniterial funct ons, I %

¥txhx In 1940 Rev, 3haver, an oxqﬁonann\minllionary, was
assigned to do misslon work in the Gagﬂhp}l-ﬂolao Valley area

and he ocoaliona‘ly came up to On*ario té preach, With tha

outbfeak of war and the start of the. lrtsctulomont program, ¥HE

ENTATE
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Methodist Mission group ~ssigned a fdlx time Caucasion churgh.

worker to the Snake River Valley and later assigned a Japanese
Al
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minister to the area. During t e first year of the war no
special inp.n.so churech moetings were held, The tll:iqﬁﬁ:;i;mjmmm
police had served warning that they would not be resronsible
for property protection if churches allowed Jaranese to hold
meetings. It was this point that the local vYaranese signed over
their Ontario community hall to the city of Ontario for safety
purposes, (DPhe eity used part of the hall during the war for
high school teacher apartments but is now turning it back to t e
Japaneee group).

The mzxxk Caucasion Methodist chnrchbgﬁrSntarlb voted in
1942 not to hold special meetings for the Hethod'st Japanese, The
town high-school principdd was kXwmx one of the strongest foes
of the Jaranese at this reriod., Finally the Baptist church
allowed the ¥Yapanose Methodist group to “old speclal service,
When no trouble developed, other churches f-llowed the Baptist
lead and a policy of rotation was suggested. owever, the Baptist
church was so arranged that both English and Jaranese serv'cen
could be held at the same time and the Yapanese M*EZ, group
continued to use the Bptist churech laéor ipaying rent for the
church use.

The M.,E, Japanese group under thg ipadorlhip of lev, Goto
became a very =ctive group in the wn; ytﬁrs. Young People's

A
groups were organized and the church begame a center for social

sot!vity for both lssei and Nisei, Then Rev. Goto was tre
to Spokane and R_v. Inouye f rmerly br Hood River and who
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ion and guidance plans for a new Japanese M,E, church
were lald out., A $20,000 brick and stone church has been designed,
bids accepted, and work is to be started almost immediastely. The
M.B, Yapanese groups hopes the church will be completed in time
for Christmas religious services.
The fact that a -11 group of Japanese Ghristians can

raise enough money to built a permanent church in this town

18 indicative of the type of resettlement that has gone on in

the rural areas. The former Yapanese residents are taking the

lead in sponsoring this church but today the congregation 1s

lﬂmu resettlers.®®® Ggood support for this church

has been secured., 3Jeveral Jarancse farmers mxaxpx who are not
wealthy mexmysxxwex have pledged $1,000 for the new church, One
m

Japanese farmer who “as s money duttng the war has alre~dy
given #2y 2,000, Other amounts that are blang pledged by
the loeal Japanese farmers run into the hundreds of doll rs.
(As as interesting sidelight it might be noted that the local
Caucasion Methodist %roup is also trying to ra'smoney for a new
fxyemstmr church, lo dste the largest Caucas on contribution
from the #Hlethod!st business men has been about {200,)

The end of the war brought about a cessation of most of the
Young People's activitdes in the M E, church for practically
all of the Nisel leaders left the area, A new group of younger

leaders fr m the remalning population i1s now takin the place of

octhese older Nisel leaders.

A Bu'dhist minister has se'tled in Ontario and has been
holding Buddh'ds services foff ‘tHs Buddnist families in the Snake

MVE BEI'oCv.uIQW YOIHOKIL
River Valley. & preserk the Mﬂi&%ﬁf hopes to obtain
NUILED 2LY.LE?
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the use of the o0ld Jaranese community hall as a meeting place ’
for the Buddhists, ACTONERG AEEND S
JACL organization in Smmke River Valley
The JACL organization in the Snake River Valley is a much

more active sroup than 1tl‘countorpart in the Boise Valley.
The off ' cers are young and aggeessive, In August of thls yesr
a meeting was held to plump for Hisel voting. Plans for a
well rounded re-reational rrogram have been set up and some
already implemented, The leaders in this group tend to be
local prmx Yisel rondd.nta rather than the resett’er isel ;::
on the whole igﬁ!fdki talp-avo now too young Xm as yet to step
into such leadership positions.

The Snakex River JAGL.iIIxI also has taken the ‘ead in
encourgging the formation of other JA CL chnptorl ‘n the

8 B
nearby regilons. Ax%nA‘“ s
organize a 3nake River JACL 19&30. and Spokane JACL unit

was invited to join., Nothing came of this invitation for the
Spokane unit felt that the two areas were too far apart for
effective cooperation,

Yeteran organization,

There n-@ several hundred Hisel ex-GI8s in the Bolse
Valley and Snake River Valley regions, The group as a whole
has shown searcely any interest in forming a vemteran organization
of their own or in Joining the larger community veteran organization.
Because of the prevalling feeling that most of the Idaho ,nﬁ“n

Oregon towns are still hostile to Japanese, veteran rart!

w'll be slower in these regions than elsewhere.
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General impressions and gonclusions’:

Regardless of whetmer there are 1500 or 2000 roact%%gg#an?tmmh
left in the Bolse and Snake River Valley, the Japanese group
has increased tremendously omver the préwar populat on,

It 1s estimated that already about 1/3 ?f all the resettlers
who came into these regilons have gene back ¥4 éither to thesr
former homes or relocated elsewhere, ZThere 18 continual movement
out of these regions at present and this will continue for
the next few years., Possibly 1/3 more will eventually d&tft
out of the area., At the same time there 1s a small movement
back into the region. 3ome of this is se2sonal such as harvest
hands coming back to work for the harvest season, A small handful
of former resettlers who have tried the West Coast are also returning.
Even a few new comers are ayrlving from the Midwest and East to
Join friends or relatives in this regilon,

Within two or three years the group in this region exceet
for the farm labor group at Caldwell should be pretty well shaken
down. Right now there seems ESxBexRstatEnRAS¥8%eRf within the
area, BEXKXRERXEIXENXXXEXRXRXRXLRXRUAXXLXXRRXRXRRXX Halhour Count -
and the Smaake River Valley rigion around Weiser and Payette
should continue to begcome increasinly importan as far-ing area
for Japanese far ers.

It 1s evident {ﬁg%ﬂ!gs. labor for large companies like
Simplot 1s on its way out. This was a temporary wartime arrangement

[ysoTon
that strikes the observer as having aleady lived out ﬂk‘ti*gﬁﬂ 4

T 8 ]

On the other hand the Caldwell free-lance Japanese labor g Jggﬁﬁ
Eﬁg&t

1s gmwix growing in size and may well develop into a un qu
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r unit that will last for many years to come,

A pattern of community 1ife 1s developing in the Snake River
Valley for the rumdl Japanese. Ihis has its roots in the Christian
and Suddhist chureh organizations. The Snake River JACL would
seem to be the vitallzing influence in the Visei group in this
region,

In contrast to the Snake River Valley group; the Bolse rural
group has not developed the same degree of community organization.
There is some ind!cation that the Boise group may eventually
be absorbed as far as com unity 1ifb with Japanese group goes
into the 3Snake River Valley group.

The great majority of the farmers who have invested money
in land and thomse who are leasing and share-cropping will
stay for some time to come. A few bad seasons might change this
pleture, This present vear 1= antiqéntod 28 rpor but the past
fow years were exce tionally good and there is a great deal of
incentive for future years.

YQung mature Yisel other than those that go into f rming
will continue to drift out of the region. The great mass of
Japanese in these regions will continue to be rural dwellers.
A satuatation point would beem to have been reached for reataurants,
fish narkets and Jaranese produce stores,

Ontario, Cregon, has developed into t-e focal point of

CE Ok AHE DINEC

the Japranese community of the Snake River Va'ley reglon and to
a les=er extent for the Bol#e“Valley region, All indications are

that 1t will co%ﬁﬁﬁ fﬁ%@%or for this general

region, [IMILED 2LV.1EZ2



