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COMMENTS ™= ‘-L—&’Q-—fl :

Gaining this information through interviews of this sort is not very

sat isfactory. Even men living 211 their lives in this district cannot
remember dates of scquisition accurately. Men like Kitsssko and
Akasurs are not old enough to remember when the lots were acquired.
i'any of these lots were not farmed by the owners or leasers, but by
aliene. In my opinion this information must be checked in the "

recorders office in Santa Barbars County or elsewhere,




INFORMATION FROM KEN KITASAKO

Ken said he believed he could help us with Guedalupe and
Seanta Maris,

George T, Aratani

He 1ived ¢ZX there 11 his 1ife. He was born there. T don't
know when he leased the ground. He's sbout 27 year s old, and started
to farm when he beceme of age. At the longest he was fapming fonr
or five years.

Bud Asakura

He's a young fellow, about 80 years old, The longest he's
been farming is 7 or 8 years. He should able to tell you about the
Senta Barbars people. (Bud Asakura is s brother of Taki Assakura who
was recommended to me os an informant by X. FHe has relocated.)
I. Henmi

fHe was farming in the Guadealupe srea. He must have lived thers
811 his life as far as T know. I knew him in 1925. W¢/Y¢ He was
there about 19 years., He was farming in 1925. Prior to that he

used to do contract work for a seed farm,

M. Inoshita

He's a truck farmer. As far as T know he's beer farming in
Santa Naris about 22 yesrs,

Shigeto Inouye

He's a young fellow. Faiply recent. He got out of hirh
school and worked for awhile. [He's sbout 31 or 32mow, He must have
been farming in this erea 8 or 9 yesrs on the ssme ranch.
Thomas Ito

He's the blook manager of block 47. I don't know sbout him and

you better see him,




I sugpest that you see George Nishimura on Tompoo.

Harry M. Kamiya

I've known him since 1928 in the Guadalupe sres, He's been
there in one place 15 or 16 wears until evacuetion. He had severa]
reanches all around the area,

Dick Kamon

He's & young fellow, T didn't know he was farming. He must
have started right after high school. He 1ived in Guada lupe for
8 while and then moved to Senteyerias. Aotually he was farming
about 2 or 3 years prior to evacustion, I think he was born and
raised in Santa Weris snd went to school there.

Haruko Kihara

I've known him since 1950. T shou1d judre he was there 14or
15 years, He must have been 1living there prior to thet on that one

place in Guadslupe.

Yoshitake Nurskami

He's just recent. His perents have been Guedalupe e long time,
about 26 years. When the alien lend law went to effect they hed to
quit ferming. The father wasg doing & foreman's job for different
companies. When his son came of age he took Ay up farming, Actually
it wes only one or two years before the war broke out, But t he
femily was there about 2§ years,

Ne Oishi

He's been there a1l his 1if'é , born and raised in Gusda lupe .

He's been farming 7 or 8 years there,

O0ji Brother's Farm

s —ten

They originally csme fror Sacremento sbout & yeéars spo, That

Wes about 3 years prior to the war,

They locsted in the Santa yay ig




Valley and started experiment inz with esperegus. They were

asparagus farmers to begin with in Sacramento. They rot this plot
and had everything going just fine. The first orop of aspararus
was cominz on (It takes about 3 yesrs before asparagus starts
giving normel production)., They were just going on their third
vear when the war broke out. Tt wes rea 11y tough for them. Here
he had worked 8o hard,

Georgze Sakamoto

He was born and raised in Guadalupe. e had been there all
his 1life and then took ferming. He was forming in this plece about
8 yvears before the war,

Santa Maria Produce Company

That was mine., We've been in business since 1930. That's when
the company was orgenized. We engaced foremen who were in and around
Santa Barbara County from 25 to € 0 years. I picked men for the
company who were familiar with the soil and climatic conditions.

They were all issei members. The company was young, but it was

growing and it's better to heve experienced old-timers. We prew,
packed, and shipped fresh vegetables. We haed 81) these plots at one
time or another from 1930 on. Netumlly I don't remember when we
leased or let each plot zo. Tt didn't mean thet WHeA/We/YodV/dx/d
we'd take on & piece of land for 20 or 30 yesrs., If certain conditions
deve loped and the land was not suiteble for certain crops, we'd rive

it up for new land. Suger beets, for instsnce, are very hard on the
ground. When the tonnage got way down, we'd give it up. As to the
dates of acquisition, we may have hsed & Imost a1l] thié land 10 years

before the war, We'd lease the plots on & three year term and renew




them depending on growing conditions.
Vepatablef Farms Inc.

L Y WA/ VS 59 /o oltlal 35/ 5 /oo /oo

Both' of the méen at the head of this company are now relocated.

They were our competitors. They were birger and hed gpreater screape,
but the result of this orgeanization is the same thing, They had

8 dualiljed personnel. They were established in 1934 or 1935, sbout
8 or 9 years., But they hsd some other organizations prior to this.

I know they were there for 8 or 9 years, but i don't know how long
before that,

General Farms

This is also a bip outfit. Originally there were two partrers,
Hiramatsu and Iriyama., They were farming there together and then
organized the general farming company back in about 1939 or 1940.
Hiramatsu came abouk.1926. Iriyama came later. They operated = long
the same lines we did. They would take on leases snd increasse or

decrease them according to shipping requ irements.

INFORMATION FROL BUD ASAKURA

Geores Y, Abo

He was one of the newcomers. Ie settled around 1935. Fe went
to E1 Captain a year and he went broke, so he sterted in ferming at
Ia Mesa and then gardening, Then was in a hole to the men he leased
thet from and he started working from under it .

Ken Dyo

The Dyo family came ahout 1935 or 1936, They went into dry

ferming. Of course therd's oil fields beflow by the beach, but they

took land at the top because Summerland is noted f¥ for it's westher.




There is no frost there in the winter time, They took & chence with
winter tomatoes. A1l Summerland is more or less specianlized in winter
farming. The hill soil is adobe and very rood. I've looked at it
myse 1f, It holds its moisture,

Tom Hiramhima

I've known him ever since we were kids twenty years sgo since
1924, His father worked as a caretaker for the Seaside 0il Company.,
They never really went into farming until after he graduated from
school, about 1938. Then they invested in a walnut-deal,

Richard Ikeda

He was my best man (in marriepe). This fellow I've known for a
great many years, 15 or 20 years. Right out of sghool he went into
contract gardening. He had contracted & Joseph Sexton family lot
there, I was looking f'or good ranches then too. T asked him srd he
said the Joseph Sexton lot was good but he was interested in trying
out one kind of bunch peas, He did it in 1941. I don't think he
mede eny money.

Suku TImanishi

e came way back around 1929 when he was raising produce. Just
he himse1f was doing it, He was an old man. e must be passed away
by now I suppose.

Harry Kamiya

See him for Guadalupe. He's head of the farm here, (I have

investygated and found that Kemiya hes relocated).

John Sul& Kanetomo

He's a newoomer too. They were Colorado people . They went
bankrupt there. They had & cousin in Santa Barbars that oalled them

to Santa Barbara. They came in 1959, They were advised to grow winter




tomatoes. They leased the 1itt e land and 1ittle house. TIn Ness
hes very 1itt1e frost and the chences of winter things were favorabie
to us,

Isamu Kenitomo

He is the cousin who ca11ed John Suku. They were there g
far back as I can remember. I know they were thers in 1935 alresdy,
Roy Kunitake

I only know the year he ceme there were three brothers; Roy,
Albert and Jemes. They came from Oxnerd about 1938 and sterted
farming with winter tomatoes and winter cucurbers, They hauled

for us., KWL/ aysayd

Kyaihi Nayeda

He came from around Sacramento or Stockton, Fe is a newcomsr

too. He did 8 acres of bunch vegetables and the year following went
into about €0 acres of farming, leesing enother plece. He took
this particulariy the year before that, 1939, I think.

Mitsumi Miyamor i

I've known him 15 years. He was one of the bigzest around there,

one of the larpest tometoes snd swect pea growers. Lg'g been farming
around there for the last 10 or 11 years, since 1934 at least and even
before, Before that he started on a little farm on the southern
outskirts of the city,
Frank Mori

He's volunteered for +he army now, Their family hes been in

Ia Vess for over Z0 years. They did just sms1] farming., They hed that

plot 20 years.




Tokutaro Mune

He came around 1938 or '39 snd he did bir farming on C1iff Drive
8nd Goleta, concentreting on tomatoes snd lima besns, He came from
up North.

Nakahayra

He was 8 single fellow. He was working at the Cottan Estate
8s & gardener. They gave him a plot of land ang told him to ro
ahead with it., It »as just pin money, He started to work there
around 1939. Until then he was doing odd jobs around town.

M. Nakuyqzi

te is a peddler by trade. He took gon our lsdd. T use to
lease to him., It was not even he 1f en scre, He 1lived in Santa
Barbara 30 years, He Just had this plot a ha1f vear in 1940. FHe

had just put it in end he had to give it up,

Jim Namba

He had about 11 scres. He hed the land right next to mine, and
went in extensively for tometoes. ke camé in around 1939, He mede
bigz money.

Jack Nishiwalki

He came from Hewaii baock in 1915 or so because he lived with ug
during that tive., 4§ wag World War I veteran. He farmed in 12 Nesa,
dry farming. He went in for péas and tomatoes, He farmed there for

the last 13 years, since 1930,

Tom and Ken Ota

They are very o1d péople. They were there in 1929. They started
8 little strawberry farm at that time end grew to be the birrest farmim
company ./ They were backed by the San Diego Produce Comapny. They went

in for as big farming as they could do, All this wes done up on the hills.




It's dry farming.

Georpre Rjusaki

I've known him a11 my 1life. He was the proudest men in
Santa Barbara. He went'brok! there and so we advised him to invest
in & home. Ie wanted to veét married., He bought in Goleta, He went
into share-farming with the American fellows there, He came around
1935 or 1856, He was a prominent man in town,

VgL

Sugoru Mizukami

He must heve come around 1935 or 1936. They farmed way out in
the foothills of Carpenteris.

Jengoro Teraji

They were just & father, mother and sma1l children doing by them-
selves, They made just enough to get by. They must have been there
at least since 1936 or 1937.

Tom Tsunoda

* They've been there in Santa Barbasra itself 20 years or more,
The father's a gardener and the mother takes care of a 1ittle plot of
land of some owner they were leasing the ir house from. They've been
there 30 years or more,
Bud Asakura

Thet's myse 1f . A11 the family was born in Santa Barbara. T've
been there 35 years because I'm 33 years old. Right after I got out
of school I went into business with my brother as a florist for 6 years.
From 1930 to 1936 I worked as a florist., jeenwhile I wes erowineg

sweatpeas and chrysanthamums on this 1ittle land thst Nakayama took

over. For two yeayrs I zard%ed out for experience. Then in 1939 T

went into farming on my own, specislizing on winter sweatpeas and

tomatoes. I dealt with MoClelland Company in gan Frasoisco.




What I've told you is more or less accurate, ondy since I'm young
they might have been there earlier.

DeWitt says that the Japenese wouldn't farm in the furtile land
in the Santa Ynez. The Japenese did try farming there, Miyake saidg
But very few Japanese went in for dry-farming, because they were
efraid to take a chance. Theytried it there snd found they couldn't
make a mo of it,
¥ vy

INFORMAT ION FROM GEORGE RIUSAKI

Tom Tsunoda

His father fermed there for a long time. He's @ stock holder of
8 lemon orcherd in Filmore.

(I was in Santa Barbara 30 vears. For 6 years I was president
of the Japanese Association.)

Jenzoro Teraji

I think he formed there around 10 veers before evacuation.
Mizukemi
He was there around 10 yesrsy too.

Takezo Sakaji

He started the same time as Teraji, about 10 years sgo, They
came from the same place.

Georre Riusaki

The most part of my life I spent in the who le sa Je busincs%. T

was farming at the same time I was in the wholesale business. Once

I had ebout 500 acrea. Before T evacusted I had about 60 scres beside
this. I had two places in Goleta. About 7 years ago I gave wholeésale
business and took this ferm. For 25 years before thet I had this

wholesale business in Santa Berbara. T hed about s quarter million




dollar hbusiness,

Tom and Ke DJQT!J

They had the bigrest farm. They produced $1000 a day for the
Ios Angeles merket . They came to Santa Barbara about Z0 yesrs ago.
They started small, ecetting bigrer and bigrer. They had about
100 scres of their own land,

Jack Nishiwalki

He stayed there pret'y nesrly 25 yearg ih Santa Barbara. He'g
fn ex-servicemsn, He worked for my place about 10 years. He had
this land about 6 or 7 vears before evacuation,

Jim Namba
I think he was there 3 vears before evacuation,
Ii. Nakayama
His father was a Vegetable man, be just had o sma1l] strawberry
- Patoh sround his home, Hig father peddied Vegetables from house to
house, He's moved to Chicago now.
Nakahara
He started only a few yearsg ago,

Tokutaro lune

He was there about 5 years before evacuation. Ke moved in from
San Jose.
Frank WMor i

This is an old~timer. He lived 35 years in Santa Barbara, He
worked in a nursery and started about 15 yearg 8g0o on his own farm when
his boy got big enough to be of he 1p.

Mitsui Miyamori

He lived for 25 years in Santa Barbara and started to farm about

10 years ago,




Kya ihi Mayeda

He moved there from Guade lupe about 10 vears spgo snd started
fapming.

Roy EKumitake

He moved from Oxnerd 5 or 6 years ago to this place,

Isamu Kanetomo

He wss there about 3 yesrs, He mow ed to Santa Barbara from

Colorado.

4]

Junsuke Kanetomo

I think he's the father of Isamu.

Suku TImanishi

He's s 01d man. I think he started in 5 or 6 yssrs ago there,
(before evacuation),
Richard Ikeda

He worked for Mr, Sexton as a gardener and st the same time hed
6 acres on the Sexton Place., Tt was only a few years,

Tom Hirashima

He bought 5 or 6 acres of good 1and in Gileta. His father worked
in the Seaside 0il Company 211 his 1ife, 25 or 30 yeers, He bought

this land about & years ago,

George Abo

About 3 years before evacuation he moved hers from Iompoo., He
worked with the San Diero Produce Company. FHe's in Heart Mountain row.
Ken Dyo

He ocame to Santa Barbara about 6 yesrs before evacustion.

Emik@ Fuksmura (Fukumura?)

I don't know Fukemurs. I think it may be the wrong neme. I

knew a8 men named Fukumurs who 1lived ir Sants Barbara over 30 years,




-1

started farming

He dYoYed oy Wig Yoy 15 or 20 yerr:%D.He had many children and

his wife died. Before evacustion when his chiddren greg up he hag
this plece only a few yeays, Before that he lived at Ia Mesa ,

Hikeru Fujimoto

He came to Sente Barbara sbout 15 veers before evecuation, I
gave my carrot field to him to farm end he must heve had it about 6
or 7 yesrs ago. He has two boys in the army,

George Aratani

He's the biggest men in Sants yVeris. He's the boss of Guadalupe
Produce,
Y. Yamemoto

He wes there 6 years before evecustion.

Hiseki Yamaoks

He came from Guadalupe sbout 5 yesrs before evecuestion.

INFORMAT ION FROM GEORGE NISHIMURA

Minoru Hosaki

he bought lots 37 and 38 in 1934 or 1935 the others he lessed,
He leased 1ot 40 in1936 from = person named Bisnci, Tot 38 wes where
he had his home. At first he leased it end then he started buying it
around 1931. He bought lots 37 and 40 from John F. Ianger in 1935
or 1836.

Tomika Iwamoto (vrs.)

Tot 2,48 she lessed from & person named Nete Eally Bsck in 1928

'29 or 730, She gave it up sround 1935. On lot 56 they've been there
2t least 10 or 12 yesrs. They moved in in 1932 snd stayed until 1942.

Mesanobu Honda Keoru Honde

Mesanobu and Keoru sre brothers. They got the land in 1938 and

stayed there until evacustion,




Nrs. Toshi Inouve

She started in 1936, She leased one of the lots, I don't know
which one, around 1936. The other one she bought in 1937 '38 or '39,
3Kk 2k ok o ok sk ok ok ok Kok & ok ok ok ok ok
Nishimura suggested that the best informat ion on these lots o uid

be obtained: in the recorders office in Senta PBarbera,

o ok ok ook ok ok ok o sk ok ok Kok ok sk ok

Nichisuke Tanouye

He took the place in 1930 and stayed there til evaocustim .,

F. Shimomura

He's just recent., He wes in Tompoc before but came to this
particular ranech only two years before evacuation,
Ichiro Ota

He got lot 2.39 in 1929. He got 1ot 2.51 in1940. He had then
until evacuation,

Massharu Naksshima

Tot 2.33 was owned by Ben Grossi. lNakeshima got it about 4

years, in 1938. But Ota sand Nakashima had been farming on another

piece of ground in tpmpoc 20 or 25 veers, lNakeshima wes born in

Iompoc,

Masayuki Nekemura

he got this 1and from Tony Matteish in 1938. He wss in Lompoc
for E years,

lesaru lorinaga

He didn't farm this 1°nd. The actual men ferming the zround hsd
it about 5 years, since 1936. Often times the person mentioned is not
the one who farmed. The Peérson ment ioned is often = youngz boy. But the

8otual farmers ususlly were thére & long tire,




H. Miyazono
i T o A

The actual flan who farmed this was Kewahata, Niyszono just he1d
the lease on it. He Jleased it in 1930,

Chitose Kitaguchi

He bought it in 1930 end steyed until 1932,

Mrs. Umelko Tkeds

He had it two years. He got it in 1940,




