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C h a p t e r  I I I . 

THE VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 

The pr e- war  Sout her n Cal i f or ni a J apanese popul at i on 

suppor t ed t hr ee dai l y newspaper s publ i shed i n L i t t l e Tok i o . 

These dai l i es const i t ut ed t he chi ef  or gans of  publ i c opi ni on! 

Los At fgel es J apanese Dai l y News 
(The Raf u Shi mpo) 

J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dai l y News 
(The Kashu Mai ni chi ) 

Sout her n Cal i f or ni a I ndust r i al  Dal l y 
(The Sangyo Ni ppo) 

I n a hi ghl y or gani zed communi ty t hey exer t ed an i nf l uence 

gr eat er  t han i s gener al l y at t r i but ed t o t he pr ess i n Amer i can 

l i f e . I n cr eat i ng popul ar  at t i t udes and vi ews on i ssues af f ec t i ng 

t he communi t y, t he J apanese ver nacul ar  newspaper s pl ayed a pr i mar y 

r o l e. 

- Al l  t hr ee publ i cat i ons di f f er ed i n s i ze of  c i r cul at i on, 

age, edi t or i al  po l i c i es ; but  i n sever al  r espect s t hey shar ed 

common at t r i but es . Each was owned and f i nanc i al l y cont r ol l ed by 

an I s sei , âl t hough mi nor i t y st ock i nt er est  i n t he Raf u Shi mpo, 

l ar gest  of  t he t hr ee, was hel d by Ni s e i / i Sac h was pr i mar i l y a 

J apanese l anguage medi um, wi t h an Engl i sh sect i on suppl ement  of  

one or  t wo pages .< T̂he Raf u Shi mpo and t he Kashu Mai ni chi  i ssued 

enl ar ged Engl i sh sect i ons on week- ends. ;> 

I n none of  t he t hr ee newspaper  of f i ces was t her e cl ose 

dal l y edi t or i al  col l abor at i on bet ween t he J apanese and Engl i sh 

Sect i ons , i f  such col l abor at i on i s t o be measur ed i n t er ms of  

successf ul  el i mi nat i on of  occasi onal  cont r adi ct i ons and conf l i c t s 
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i n pr i nt ed poi nt s of  vi ew.J  For  i nst ance, i n t he f i el d of  r epor t -

i ng i nt er nat i onal  event s , t hese di f f er ences ar e most  conspi cuous. 

I n addi t i on t o ext ensi vel y usi ng Domei  J apanese wi r el ess di spat ches 

or i gi nat i ng f r om Tokyo, t he Kashu Mai ni chi  subscr i bed t o t he Hear st  

I nt er nat i onal  News Ser v i ce; t he emphasi s i n J apanese sect i on space 

al l ot ment  was pl aced on Domei  di spat ches , wher eas t he Engl i sh 

sect i on of  t hat  paper  made gr eat er  use of  I . N. S . i t ems. 

Si mi l ar l y , t he Raf u Shi mpo avai l ed i t sel f  of  not  onl y 

Domei  but  al so t he Tr ansr adi o Pr ess Ser v i ce; of t en f or  no ot her  

r eason t han t he t i me- savi ng devi ce of  r el y i ng on Tr ansr adi o copy 

whi ch di d not  have t o be t r ans l at ed, t he Engl i sh edi t or s of  The 

Raf u Shi mpo made no use of  Domei . 

The J apanese sect i on s t af f s of  t hese newspaper s wer e com-

posed l ar gel y of  I s s ei , wi t h an occasi onal  K i bei . I n t he t wo 

year s i mmedi at el y pr ecedi ng war , t he maj or  pr eoccupat i on of  J apa-

nese sect i on r epor t i ng and edi t o r i al i z i ng, i f  measur ed by col umn 

i nches of  space, was undoubt edl y t he st eady det er i or at i on of  

Amer i can- J apanese r el at i o ns .  ̂

The Engl i sh sect i on s t af f s of  t hese newspaper s wer e composed 

ent i r el y of  Ni s ei . 

Al l  t hr ee newspaper  of f i ces and pl ant s wer e l ocat ed wi t hi n 

t hr ee bl ocks of  each ot her  i n t he East  F i r s t  St r eet  L i t t l e Toki o 

ar ea. Whi l e t her e was a spi r i t  of  compet i t i on bet ween t he r i val  

s t af f  member s, J apanese sect i on edi t or i al  wor ker s of  al l  t hr ee 

publ i cat i ons wer e i nf or mal l y or gani zed i n t he f r at er nal  t tPr ess 

Cl ub," wi t h of f i cer s and dues but  no headquar t er s. Di nner s 

honor i ng v i s i t i ng J apanese di gni t ar i es , wi t h of f - t he- r ecor d con-
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ver sat l ons and I nt er vi ews as t he chi ef  at t r ac t i ons , seem t o have 

been t he onl y not abl e ac t i v i t y of  t hi s assoc i at i on. For  t he most  

par t , t he publ i sher s r ef r ai ned f r om act i ve par t i c i pat i on i n t he 

goi ngs- on of  t he Pr ess Cl ub; t hi s was pr i mar i l y an empl oyees1 show. 

The Pr ess Cl ub member shi p r ar el y exceeded t went y- f i ve, and Engl i sh 

sect i on s t af f  peopl e wer e never  i nvi t ed t o j o i n. No such or gani za-

t i on ever  devel oped out  of  t he Ni sei  pr ess f r at er ni t y of  L i t t l e 

Tok i o , t hough suggest i ons wer e hear d on occas i on. 

. 1 4̂0, t he combi ned c i r cul at i on of  - the t hr ee dai l i es , 

based on publ i shed f i gur es of  each, r eached a t ot al  of  17,000. *̂ 

Roughl y hal f  t he dai l y out put  of  each was del i ver ed by bi cyc l e 

car r i er  much I n t he same manner  as met r opol i t an dal l i es , whi l e 

hal f  went  by mai l . Ther e was a good deal  of  over l appi ng i n sub-

scr i pt i on l i s t s among t hem. I t  was t he asser t i on of  t he busi ness 

manager  of - ®*» Haf u Shl mpo t hat  "t he aver age J apanese f ami l y I n 

Sout her n Cal i f or ni a s ubs c r i be t̂ o t wo out  of  t he t hr ee newspaper s.® 

By 1940, publ i sher s of  a l l  t hr ee dai l i es acknowl edged l i t t l e hope 

of  i ncr eas i ng c i r cul at i on; t her e si mpl y wer e no more pot ent i al  

r eader s of  a J apanese ver nacul ar  sheet . Mor eover , I t  was l i kewi se 

conceded t hat  chances of  boost i ng c i r cul at i on at  t he expense of  

t he ot her  t wo wer e l i mi t ed. I n t he mat t er  of  compet i ng f or  t he 

l i mi t ed r esour ces of  L i t t l e Toki o mer chant s1 adver t i s i ng expendi -

t ur es , t her e was consi der abl e expr ess i on of  f eel i ng i n t he busi ness 

of f i ces t hat  "t her e i s r eal l y r oom f or  onl y t wo sel f - suppor t i ng 

dai l i es .11 Ther e was pr act i cal l y no news st and sal e of  any i ssue; 

each day 's pr i nt i ng went  t o a r egul ar  subscr i pt i on l i s t * 

Some of  t he over l appi ng no doubt  was due t o t he unbusi ness-

1. The Raf i «J 3hi mpo 8,200, Kashu Mai ni chi  6,100, Sangyo Ni ppo 5,000. 
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l i ke pr act i ce of  J apanese newspaper s t o cont i nue t o ncar r y n 

del i nquent  account s. Due t o t he seasonal  nat ur e of  t he f ar mi ng 

subscr i ber 's i ncome, t hi s pr act i ce seems t o have had an ear l y 

s t ar t . I n 1940, t he bus i ness manager  o f  t he Haf u Shi mpo, check-

i ng hi s r ecor ds f or  t he pr ecedi ng 18 year s , est i mat ed t hat  t he 

company car r i ed $50,000 i n unpai d subscr i pt i on b i l l s ; f ur t her mor e, 

t her e was "no hope of  col l ect i ng,11 The Sangyo Ni ppo, whi ch 

evol ved i nt o a dai l y i n t he l at e t hi r t i es f r om a f ar m weekl y 

sponsor ed by t hè Sout her n Cal i f or ni a Far mer s1 Feder at i on, cl ai med 

t o pr i nt  over  3,000 i ssues each day i n t he f i r s t  f ew mont hs of  

i t s publ i cat i on; t her e gr ew up a wi despr ead suspi c i on, however , 

t hat  over  hal f  of  t he Sangyo1s c i r cul at i on l i s t  at  t hi s t i me was a 

"throw- away*1 or  "f r ee* l i s t ; and subsequent  ef f or t s of  Sangyo 

col l ect or s t o pl ace such r eader s on a payi ng bas i s f ai l ed, unt i l  

af t er  Pear l  Har bor , t o el evat e t he busi ness depar t ment  of  t hi s news 

paper  i nt o sol vency. 

The Kashu Mai ni chi 's r ecor d i n mai nt ai ni ng non- payi ng r ead-

er s i n i t s act i ve c i r cul at i on f i l es , t hough f or  a much shor t er  

per i od t han t he ol der  Raf u Shi mpo, pr obabl y exceeds bot h t he Raf u 

and t he Sangyo. Above and beyond dependence upon c i r cul at i on and 

adver t i s i ng i ncome, t he Kashu r esor t ed t o var i ous ot her  means f or  

suppor t , i nc l udi ng out r i ght  donat i ons f r om l oyal  f ol l ower s of  t he 

publ i sher , sal e of  books aut hor ed by t he publ i sher , f ees f r om 

l ect ur es del i ver ed by t he publ i sher . 

As a bus i ness , t he J apanese l anguage newspaper  was no money 

maker . Compar ed wi t h t he maj or  economi c ent er pr i ses of  t he commun-

i t y , i t  was f i nanc i al l y i ns i gni f i c ant . Bot h t he Sangyo and t he 
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Kashu wer e sel dom debt - f r ee; nei t her  Publ i sher  Sei  F uj i i  of  t he 

Kashu Mai ni chi , nor  Publ i sher  Koh Mur ai  of  t he Sangyo Ni ppo wer e 

men of  means and weal t h. Admi t t edl y bet t er  of f  f i nanc i al l y t han 

ei t her  of  hi s t wo compet i t or s, Publ i sher  H. Toyosaku Komai  of  t he 

Raf u Shi mpo, was s t i l l  a compar at i vel y mi nor  f i gur e i n t er ms of  

annual  i ncome among l eadi ng J apanese bus i ness men of  Sout her n 

Cal i f o r ni a; he dr ew a sal ar y as publ i sher  of  l ess t han $500 mont hl y. 

As t he l ar gest  of  t he t hr ee dai l i es , t he Raf u Shi mpo*s t ot al  gr oss 

i ncome annual l y was usual l y consi der abl y under  #140,000; t he Kashu 

Mai ni chi  c l oser  t o $80,000, and t he Sangyo Ni ppo ar ound $45,000. 

Expendi t ur es wer e i nvar i abl y t r i mmed t o keep l edger s bl ack , but  i t  

was onl y af t er  some 35 year s of  uni nt er r upt ed publ i cat i on t hat  t he 

Raf u Shi mpo, ol dest  and l ar gest  of  t he dai l i es , acknowl edged i t sel f  

wel l - enough anchor ed t o meet  empl oyee payr ol l s r egul ar l y and wi t h-

out  del ay . I t  was not  uncommon f or  s t af f  members of  t he newest  

paper , t he Sangyo Ni ppo, t o compl ai n of  "bounci ng" sal ar y checks. 

Wi t h hi gh r ent al s and f i xed cost s of  paper  and suppl i es , 

compar ed t o st andar ds of  Amer i can newspaper  publ i shi ng, t he busi -

ness depar t ment s of  t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es wer e har d put  t o payi ng 

"decent *1 edi t or i al  sal ar i es . No edi t or i al  empl oyee of  any of  t he 

t hr ee J apanese l anguage paper s ever  r ecei ved more t han subsi st ence 

wages i n r egul ar  compensat i on. Any ver nacul ar  newspaper man, 

J apanese or  Engl i sh sec t i on, coul d pr obabl y have secur ed f or  hi msel f  

a bet t er  wage i n ei t her  t he pr oduce or  f l or i cul t ur al  i ndust r y; on 

occasi on some d i d . 

I n 1935, f o r  i nst ance, t he t hen managi ng edi t or  of  t he 
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Kashu Mai ni chi  was r ecei v i ng $110 mont hl y f or  hi s ser v i ces ; t he 

t hen Engl i sh Edi t or  was ear ni ng $70 mont hl y. F i ve year s l at er , 

each pos i t i on was wor t h $10 a mont h more t o t he occupant s of  t he 

same desks who had si nce changed. At  no t i me was t he posi t i on of  

managi ng edi t or  of  t he Kaf u Shi mpo wor t h more t han $165 mont hl y, 

and most  of  t he t i me i t  was l ess ; t he most  t hat  any Engl i sh edi t or  

of  t hat  same publ i cat i on ever  r ecei ved i n r egul ar  sal ar y f or  t hat  

pos i t i on was $125 mont hl y, and t hat  onl y f or  a compar at i vel y br i ef  

per i od. These wer e t op s al ar i es ; f or  most  empl oyees, mont hl y pay-

checks r an c l oser  t o $65, $75, and $85. The f act  t hat  al l  t hr ee 

newspaper s at  one t i me or  anot her  pr ovi ded empl oyees wi t h t hr ee 

meal s a day i n a pl ant  commi ssar y pr ovi ded bus i ness of f i ces wi t h a 

def ense of  sal ar y st andar ds. Boar d was usual l y val ued at  $15 a 

mont h. 

I f  newspaper  empl oyees, i n bot h edi t or i al  and composi ng 

depar t ment s, wer e consci ous of  l ow st andar ds of  I ncome, t her e was 

sel dom out war d expr essi on of  di s sat i s f ac t i on. °ne r eason was t hat  

t hese sal ar i es wer e on a gener al  par  wi t h L i t t l e Toki o paychecks. 

I n t he Raf u Shi mpo or gani zat i on, t her e wer e hal f  a dozen empl oyees 

of  near l y t went y year s st andi ng who had aver aged ar ound $100 

monthl y-  At  one i nf or mal  gat her i ng, t he publ i sher  of  t he Raf u 

Shi mpo once expr essed hi s opi ni on t hat  "anyone wor ki ng f or  any 

J apanese l anguage newspaper  ought  t o expect  ar ound $100 a mont h i n 

pay, cer t ai nl y not  much mor e." Hi s f eel i ng was t hat  anyone w i t h 

abi l i t y woul d "event ual l y gr aduat e" f r om t he "l ocal  l ev el . " 

I n 1936, when the Raf u Shi mpo added an Engl i sh edi t or  t o 

i t s t hen f ul l - t i me sect i on st af f  of  t hr ee, wages wer e: l i not ypi s t  
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$80, Engl i sh edi t or  No. 1 (i n poi nt  of  year s of  ser v i ce) $65; 

Engl i sh edi t or  No. 2, $60. Sal ar i es at  t he Kashu Mai nl chi  at  t hi s 

same t i me f or  t he Engl i sh sect i on compar ed even l ess f avor abl y, 

t hough one j ob as edi t or  pai d $5 a mont h mor e. 

Some s i gni f i cance may be at t ached to t hese f i gur es i n di s-

cussi ng t he f unct i on and r el at i onshi p of  t he Engl i sh sect i ons dur -

i ng t hi s per i od. The Engl i sh sec t i ons , as l at e as 1940, wer e r e-

gar ded by bus i ness depar t ment s as dependent  appendages whi ch, 

what ever  pot ent i al i t i es t hey hel d f or  f ut ur e sel f - suppor t , wer e 

s t i l l  i n t hei r  f i nanc i al  adol escence. 

Thi s was al most  equal l y t r ue of  a l l  t hr ee newspaper s. The 

Raf .u Shi mpo cl ai med t he f i r s t  and ol dest  Engl i sh sec t i on, st ar t ed -

i n 1926 as a weekl y suppl ement ; some f i ve year s l at er  when t he 

Kashu Mai nl chi  was f ounded out  of  t he di ssol ut i on of  t he st r i ke-

bound Raf u Ni chi - Bel , an Engl i sh sect i on appear ed wi t h i t s f i r s t  

i s sue. And seven year s l at er  t he Sangyo Ni ppo s i mi l ar l y came out  

wi t h a t wo- l anguage publ i cat i on, t he Engl i sh depar t ment  al so bei ng 

a mi nor  appendage. 

Sher e i s some quest i on as t o how hi gh cal i br e of  j our nal -

i s t i c t i mber  any of  t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es at t r act ed t o ei t her  of  

i t s t wo s t af f s . The communi t y was known t o have, f or  i nst ance, 

sever al  pr omi si ng young men and women who had compl et ed uni ver s i t y 

t r ai ni ng i n j our nal i sm. But  t he l i mi t ed f i el d of  Engl i sh sect i on 

wor k on ver nacul ar  dai l i es of f er ed f ew I ncent i ves , even f ewer  

oppor t uni t i es . The J apanese sect i ons wer e st af f ed by per sons who 

f or  t he most  par t  had compar i t i vel y l i t t l e f or mal  pr epar at i on f or  

t he pr of ess i on. 



I l l  -  8. 

Wi t hi n t he soc i al  st r uct ur e of  t he J apanese communi t y, however , 

t her e was pr est i ge at t ached t o t he st at us of  a newspaper man; t h i s , 

and t he nebul ous des i r e t o f i nd expr essi on and ser vi ce pr obabl y 

br ought  t hose f ew seeki ng such empl oyment  i nt o t hi s f i e l d . 

Despi t e t h i s , however , t he men and women who composed bot h 

t he J apanese and Engl i sh s t af f s had, as a gr oup, a hi gher - t han-

aver age educat i onal  backgr ound; and t hey wer e, by a pr ocess of  

el i mi nat i on, per sons who st uck t o t hei r  j obs of t en out  of  l oyal t y 

t o t hei r  pr of ess i on however  poor l y t hei r  r emuner at i on compar ed 

wi t h ot her  oppor t uni t i es at  hand. 

The men and women who wr ot e, i nt er pr et ed, and edi t ed t he 

news f or  t he J apanese l anguage newspaper s of  Los Angel es had 

di ver se backgr ounds and per sonal  hi st or i es ĵ ai ost l y t hey wer e I s s ei . 

<C Ând t hei r  po l i t i c al  phi l osophi es r anged f r om opposi t e ext r emes i n 

t hi nki ng among r esi dent  J apanese of  Sout her n Cal i f o r ni a." 

x>J * What ever  el se may be sai d about  *hx accept abl e vi ews t hat  

coul d saf el y be embr aced by t hese s t af f  member s, i t  was gener al l y 

acknowl edged t hat  t o become t ai nt ed wi t h t he l abel  Aka_ or  

Communi st  was a car di nal  s i n . Ê d i t o r i a l  di r ect i on and pol i cy-

maki ng wer e, i n a l l  t hr ee newspaper  o f f i c es , i n t he hands of  con-

ser vat i ve men wi t h f ai r l y char act er i s t i c J apanese ant i pat hy t owar d 

any vi ews f avor abl e t o Sovi et  Rus s i a. / 7The t er m i n t he more 

common par l ance of  the communi t y, i nc l uded not  onl y t hose i nt el l ect -

ual s who acknowl edged mer i t  i n t he Russi an exper i ment , but  t hose who 

act i vel y campai gned t o uni oni ze hot el  and r est aur ant  empl oyees, 

f r ui t  st and wor ker s, and ot her s of  t he communi t y1s pr o l et ar i at . 

I t  was of t en di r ect ed shar pl y agai nst  t he occasi onal  I s sei  who 

spoke out  or  wr ot e about  t he "mi l i t ar i sm" of  J apan.; 
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The j our nal i s t i c exper i ences i n Los Angel es of  Uj i nobu 

Konomi  and May Tanaka ar e i l l us t r at i ve, Konomi  was a Phi  Bet a 

Kappa gr aduat e of  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Sout her n Cal i f or ni a, a nat i ve 

of  J apan wher e be compl et ed hi s hi gher  educat i on bef or e eomi ng t o 

t hi s count r y, A capabl e wr i t er  i n bot h l anguages, he was empl oyed 

f i r s t  on t he s t af f  of  Sei  F u j i i ! s Kashu Mai ni chi  J apanese sect i on; 

he gr aduat ed af t er  a f ew year s t o a s i mi l ar  edi t or i al  spot  on t he 

Raf u Shi mpo. I n bot h o f f i c es , he gai ned t he r eput at i on of  bei ng 

a t op- not ch wr i t er . However , t he managi ng edi t or s condescendi ngl y 

added, he had "r adi cal 11 t heor i es and i deas ; as a mat t er  of  f act  

he kept  company wi t h nAkaw per sons. He was known pr i vat el y t o be 

ext r emel y c r i t i c al  of  po l i t i cal  l eader shi p i n J apan. He depl or ed 

t he f act  t hat  mi l i t ar y Fasc i s t s (t he t er m he hi msel f  used) had 

gai ned ascendancy acr oss t he Pac i f i c . An i ndependent  t hi nker , he 

st r ai ned under  t he l eash of  "s t ul t i f i ed f asc i s t  dogma" whi ch he 

char ged was comi ng over  t he shor t  wave wi r el ess each day i n t he 

Domei  J apanese News Agency di spat ches t hat  t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es 

wer e publ i shi ng. He f ound out l et s of  expr essi on f or  hi s own concer n 

about  i nt er nat i onal  pol i t i cs i n t he l i t er ar y c i r c l es of  t he com-

muni t y whi ch conser vat i ve el ement s dubbed as "Ak a.n Ther e wer e 

ot her s of  hi s associ at es who shar ed i n l esser  degr ee some of  hi s 

vi ews but  di d not  decl ar e t hemsel ves as voc i f er ous l y . Konomi  qui t  

t he Los Angel es newspaper  scene i n 1939, packed up and l ef t  f or  

New Yor k . 

A f l ash on t he Sout her n Cal i f or ni a hor i zon f or  an even br i ef -

er  spel l  was May Tanaka, al so a nat i ve of  J apan and an ext r emel y 

capabl e j our nal i s t . Her  col umn i n t he J apanese sect i on of  t he Raf u 
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Shi mpo was r egar ded, dur i ng i t s shor t  appear ance, as one of  t he 

paper 's most - r ead and most  popul ar  f eat ur es . A physi cal l y 

at t r act i ve woman who f ound her sel f  compl et el y at  ease on a s t af f  

wher e ever yone el se was mal e, she commanded t he r espect  of  her  

col l eagues despi t e vi ews t hat  came t o be l abel l ed as "Aka" af t er  

a f ew weeks. Emanci pat ed f r om t he t r adi t i onal  J apanese r ol e of  

i nf er i or  st at us f or  t he woman, May Tanaka l ashed out  i n condemnat i on 

of  t he J apanese pol i t i cal  syst em. She emphasi zed t he unj ust  i n-

equal i t i es of  t hat  syst em. She l ast ed l ess t han a year , t hen went  

on t o New Yor k wher e she subsequent l y wr ot e a book ("Rest l ess Wave") 

under  a nom de pl ume of  Har u Mat sui  and mar r i ed a J apanese ar t i s t . 

Ther e i s evi dence t o i ndi cat e t hat  t he po l i t i cal  I deol ogy 

of  J apan i n t he l at e t hi r t i es f ound r ef l ect i on i n t he cont r ol l i ng 

l eader shi p of  t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es i n Los Angel es . Konomi  a n d 

Tanaka i n a sense wer e symptoms of  an unsuccessf ul  r evol t  agai nst  

t he t i de; but  t hei r  f el l ow t r avel er s who r emai ned s i l ent  became 

r epos i t or i es of  t he seed of  i nt el l ec t ual  r ebel l i on whi ch came t o 

f r ui t i on i n t he t opsy- t ur vy r eor gani zat i on of  t he newspaper s af t er  

Pear l  Har bor . 

On J ul y 7, 1937, J apan l aunched her  mi l i t ar y expedi t i on 

i nt o Nor t h Chi na, i ns t i t ut i ng what  her  pr ess r ef er r ed t o as t he 

'"Ni - Shi  J l hep. � ¿ Thi s event  had as one of  i t s r eper cussi ons t he 

begi nni ng of  an i deol ogi cal  spl i t  among Los Angel es1 J apanese 

newspaper  f r at er ni t y . Ther e wer e di f f er ences at  f i r s t  onl y i n t he 

i nt ens i t y wi t h whi ch i ndi v i dual  s t af f  members espoused t he cause 

of  J apan as agai nst  Chi na. ,/But  soon t he l ess ent hus i ast i c 

1. "J ap an- Chi na I nc i dent .11 
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I l l  -  11. 

sympat hi zer s began t o expr ess t hei r  doubt  as t o t he wi sdom of  t he 

J apanese gover nment s pr osecut i on of  t he campai gn agai nst  Chi na, 

Occas i onal l y , a s l i ght  not e of  mi l d c r i t i c i sm cr ept  i nt o pr i nt ed 

comment . But  i t  was onl y t he except i onal  I s sel  newspaper man who 

di d not  f ul l y and compl et el y i dent i f y hi msel f  wi t h J apan, who even 

vent ur ed t o hi nt  at  t he poss i bi l i t y t hat  J apan coul d not  be com-

pl et el y and absol ut el y i n t he r i ght  i n Ch l n a  ̂

A st r ong, consci ous i dent i t y wi t h f or t unes of  J apan i n t he 

mi l i t ar y vent ur e i n Chi na was t he keynot e of  f r ont  page edi t i ng. 

Two year s af t er  t he J ul y 7 "i nc i dent , " however , as t he Si no- J apanese 

conf l i c t  assumed more and more t he aspect s of  an Amer i can- J apanese 

i s sue, di f f er ences wi t hi n t he s t af f s of  t hese publ i cat i ons came 

i nt o shar per  f ocus . The mar ks of  an i deol ogi cal  spl i t  among t he 

s t af f  pr oduced some news edi t i ng t hat  undoubt edl y conf used r eader s 

f r om t i me t o t i me. Di f f er ences of  vi ews made f or  cont r adi ct or y 

edi t or i al  comment  wi t hi n t he pages of  t he same newspaper . 

The Raf u Shi mpo J apanese St af f  

As t he l ar gest  and o l des t 1 of  t he t hr ee l anguage newspaper s, 

The Raf u Shi mpo empl oyed f r om ei ght  t o el even f ul l  t i me news and 

edi t or i al  wor ker s on i t s J apanese sect i on s t af f . F i nal  dec i s i on i n 

t hei r  hi r i ng and di smi ssal  r est ed wi t h Publ i sher  H. T . Komai . 

Unl i ke hi s two f el l ow publ i sher s , however , Komai  t ook l i t t l e act i ve 

par t  i n i ni t i at i ng edi t or i al  po l i cy ; he medi at ed i n s t af f  cont r o-

ver s i es , admi ni st er ed per sonnel , kept  a busi ness eye on company 

sol vency, and sat  i n hi gh counc i l  among l ocal  c i v i c or gani zat i ons . 

He wr ot e no edi t or i al s or  ar t i c l es hi msel f . He per sonal l y di f f er -

ed on f r equent  occasi ons wi t h hi s managi ng edi t or  but  r ef r ai ned 

1. Est abl i shed i n Los Angel es , 1904 



I l l  -  12. 

f r om I nt er f er ence on t he t heor y t hat , wi t hi n r eason, hi s s t af f  

shoul d "enj oy f r ee exer c i se of  edi t or i al  opi ni on.11 I n t he const ant  

maneuver i ng bet ween t he J apanese and Engl i sh sect i ons f or  f avor abl e 

al l ot ment  of  news space and f or  budget ar y cons i der at i ons , i t  was 

t he f eel i ng of  t he Ni sei  edi t or s t hat  he di spl ayed par t i al i t y 

t owar d Engl i sh sect i on r equest s . 

Di r ec t l y r espons i bl e t o t he publ i sher  was Managi ng Edi t or  

Hi r oshi  Suzuk i . An I s sei  of  uni ver s i t y t r ai ni ng i n J apan and a 

l ong- t i me r es i dent  of  Los Angel es1 Boyl e Hei ght s , Suzuki  i nf l uenced 

t o a l ar ge degr ee t he t one and emphasi s of  news t r eat ment  I n t he 

J apanese sec t i on. He was r egar ded as a compet ent  wr i t er  and edi t or  

of  J apanese; however , h# was def i c i ent  i n Engl i sh, abl e t o r ead 

and under st and t o some degr ee but  unabl e t o wr i t e or  speak I t  

f l uent l y . I n t he di v i s i on of  wor k on t he dai l y , he assumed per son-

al  r espons i bi l i t y f or  page t hr ee. Thi s was t he l ocal  news sect i on, 

cor r espondi ng t o t he f r ont  page of  t he Ci t y sect i on of  met r opol i t an 

dai l i es . Suzuki 1 s dut i es made hi m a cent r al  f i gur e i n cont act  wi t h 

t he l ocal  c i v i c or gani zat i ons and t hei r  l eader s , wi t h t he Consul at e 

and Tour i st  Bur eau. Concur r ent l y wi t h hi s managi ng edi t or shi p of  

t he Raf u Shi mpo, he r epr esent ed t wo of  J apan's l ar gest  newspaper s, 

t he Tokyo Ni chi  Ni chi  and Osaka Mai nl chi . To t hese over seas 

dal l i es , he r el ayed news i t ems pr i nt ed i n t he Raf u Shi mpo whi ch 

had any i nt er nat i onal  s i gni f i cance. He l i kewi se t r acked down 

st or i es assi gned t o hi m f r om Tokyo. On t hese occasi ons he i nvar -

i abl y asked some Engl i sh s t af f  member  t o accompany hi m as i nt er -

pr et er . A pl oddi ng and consci ent i ous wor ker , he was r egar ded by 

hi s subor di nat es as an edi t or  of  subst ant i al  but  aver age t al ent s . 



I l l  -  13. 

Hi s l anguage def i c i enc i es pr ecl uded hope f or  much cur r ent  under -

st andi ng or  i nt er est  i n t he goi ngs- on of  t he l ar ger  Amer i can com-

muni t y of  whi ch L i t t l e Toki o and Boyl e Hei ght s wer e but  smal l  par t s . 

Suzuki  was a f ami l y man, hi s wi f e al so an I s s ei , t hei r  onl y chi l d a 

t een- age j our nal i s t i cal l y - i nc l i ned Amer i can- bor n young woman at t end-

i ng Los Angel es Ci t y Col l ege at  war f s out br eak. He was qui t e sat i s-

f i ed wi t h bot h hi s pos i t i on as Managi ng Edi t or  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo 

and hi s st at us wi t hi n t he Sout her n Cal i f or ni a J apanese communi t y. 

He was nei t her  an ent hus i ast i c pr omot er  o f , nor  an act i ve opponent  

of  t he Engl i sh sec t i on. He sel dom r ead i t , t hough hi s daught er  

f ol l owed i t  c l osel y and cont r i but ed t o i t . At  t i mes he seemed t o 

at t ach gr eat er  i mpor t ance t o t he Tokyo Bur eau of  t he newspaper . 

Thi s was l ocat ed acr oss t he Pac i f i c , and the Raf u Shi mpo was 

r epr esent ed t her e by Shogo Mut o, who had been managi ng edi t or  be-

f or e Suzuk i . Mut o r el ayed news di spat ches f r om Tokyo t o t he Raf u 

Shi mpo; t hese i t ems wer e i n addi t i on t o t he dal l y Dome! agency 

r el eases . Thi s ser vi ce was gener al l y r ecogni zed by t he J apanese 

r eadi ng publ i c as endowi ng t he Raf u Shi mpo wi t h a super i or  edge i n 

news- gat her i ng f ac i l i t i es over  i t s compet i t or s. As t he f at her  of  

an Amer l ean- bor n daught er  who was ext r emel y out spoken i n her  

pr ef er ence f or  doi ng t hi ngs t he way she had l ear ned i n Los Angel es 

publ i c school s , Suzuki  t ol er at ed and r ef r ai ned f r om c r i t i c i z i ng 

poi nt s of  vi ew expr essed i n t he Engl i sh sect i on even t hough he may 

not  have agr eed whol ehear t edl y wi t h t hem. At  t i mes he commented 

di spar agi ngl y on edi t o r i al  vi ews whi ch wer e pecul i ar l y Ni sei  i n 

cont r ast  t o I s s ei  opi ni on, but  he never  sought  t o muzzl e t he younger  

edi t or s . 
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I n t he t hr ee year s pr ecedi ng war , i ncr easi ng edi t or i al  

at t ent i on was pai d by Engl i sh edi t or s t o t he f act  t hat  t he Ni sei  

owed hi s al l egi ance and l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es . The asser t i on 

t hat  t he "Ni sei  i s an Amer i can" was not  accept ed compl et el y wi t hout  

an occasi onal  I s sei  chal l enge i n L i t t l e Tok i o . Ther e exi s t ed a 

vocal  poi nt  of  vi ew t hat  t he Ni sei  was al so J apanese, i f  not  more 

so t han he was Amer i can. But  Suzuk i , l i ke most  I s sei  par ent s f aced 

wi t h t he r eal i zat i on t hat  Amer i ca had endowed hi s of f spr i ng wi t h 

c i t i zenshi p, even t hough she had deni ed t hi s t o hi m, t ook t he 

posi t i on t hat  t he Ni sei  was di f f er ent  f r om t he I s sei  i n t hi s 

r espect . The Ni sei  owed hi s l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es . However , 

he i nvar i abl y asser t ed t he I ssei  was a subj ect  of  J apan. 

Despi t e hi s i nt el l ec t ual  commi tment  t o t he st at ement  t hat  

t he Ni sei  was an Amer i can, Suzuki  coul d not  r ef r ai n f r om hopi ng t o 

e q u i p M S daught er  . i t , t he e d u c a t e and exper i ence  ̂ woul d 

qual i f y her  t o be as much as ease among J apanese as among Amer i cans 

wi t h whom she had gr own up. Af t er  hi s daught er  had gr aduat ed f r om 

hi gh school , Suzuki  sent  her  wi t h her  mot her  on a t r i p t o J apan. 

Her  r eact i ons as expr essed i n l et t er s t o t he Engl i sh s t af f  of  t he 

newspaper  wer e t ypi cal l y Ni sei ; t he ol d count r y was a st r ange pl ace 

wher e peopl e di d t hi ngs i n na manner  t o whi ch I  am an unaccust omed 

f or ei gner .11 She r et ur ned "st ar ved f or  a choc mal t  and a j ui cy 

hambur ger  and a pl ace wher e I  can spr ead out  and enj oy mysel f  

wi t hout  bei ng cal l ed down as unl ady l i ke." Suzuki  bor e wi t h i n-

dul gence hi s daught er !s occasi onal  expr essi ons of  uni nhi bi t ed 

br eezi ness , t hough i t  i s pr obabl y saf e t o say he di d not  al ways 

under st and some of  t he t hi ngs she sai d. Never t hel ess, t her e seemed 
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t o be a warm and cl ose and happy r el at i onshi p i n t he Suzuki  f ami l y 

of  t hr ee. 

Del egat ed second i n poi nt  of  aut hor i t y t o Suzuki  on t he 

J apanese sect i on s t af f  was Koki chi  Shi mozuma whose t i t l e was 

wt el egr aph edi t o r . " An I s sei  i n hi s f i f t i es , he was consi der ed a 

schol ar l y , f or cef ul  wr i t er  i n t he J apanese. He was t he newspaper 's 

acknowl edged t op po l i t i cal  comment at or  who sel dom si gned hi s ar t i c-

l es but  who edi t ed t he f r ont  page. I t  was Shi mozuma's f unct i on t o 

sel ect  f r om t he day 's shor t wave wi r el ess di spat ches f r om Domei  t he 

i t ems whi ch woul d go i nt o each i s sue's f r ont  page; i n addi t i on t o 

t hi s Tokyo sour ce, he made f ai r l y ext ensi ve use of  Tr ansr adi o Pr ess , 

t o whi ch t he Raf u Shi mpo subscr i bed, as wel l  as t o ot her  Amer i can 

syndi cat ed ser vi ces r ewr i t t en f r om t he mor ni ng met r opol i t an news-

paper s . 

I n hi s po l i t i c al  pr ef er ences , hi s backgr ound and t r ai ni ng, 

hi s assoc i at i ons , hi s l eani ngs and out l ook, Shi mozuma was com-

pl et el y J apanese; he r egar ded hi msel f  al ways as a soj our ner  i n 

Amer i ca, never  a per manent  r es i dent . He was known t o have a wi f e 

and f ami l y i n J apan uftiom he pl anned some day t o r ej o i n. He l i ved 

by hi msel f  i n a smal l  apar t ment  i n t he Bunker  Hi l l  sect i on over -

l ooki ng L i t t l e Toki o f r om t he west ; out si de of  newspaper  s t af f  

assoc i at es , he had f ew soc i al  acquai nt ances or  f r i ends . He spoke 

l i t t l e Engl i sh, t hough he r ead and under st ood Engl i sh publ i cat i ons 

whi ch he f r equent l y t r ans l at ed. He subscr i bed r egul ar l y t o Ti me 

and L i f e Magazi nes, r ead Har per 's , t he At l ant i c , t he New Yor k 

Ti mes and kept  abr east  of  t he best - sel l i ng book l i s t s . He was 

wel l - l i ked and r espect ed by hi s associ at es on t he newspaper  s t af f  

Bancroft l ibrai  ̂
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and was known t o have sever al  st andi ng of f er s f r om ot her  west  coast  

J apanese l anguage dai l i es t o t ake over  t hei r  f r ont  pages, 

A st udent  of  po l i t i cal  sci ence spec i al i zi ng i n t he Far  

East er n f i e l d , Shi mozuma i nt er pr et ed event s i n t hat  ar ea st r i ct l y 

f r om t he J apanese poi nt  of  vi ew as expr essed i n o f f i c i al  di spat ches 

and r el eases f r om t he Tokyo For ei gn Of f i c e. He admi t t edl y used 

Tr ansr adi o and ot her  Amer i can di spat ches i n some measur e as r epor t s 

t o be pr i nt ed f or  t he pur pose of  i nser t i ng an appr opr i at e r ebut t al . 

For  i nst ance, as t he Si no- J apanese conf l i c t  expanded over  al l  of  

Nor t h Chi na and t al k gr ew i n t hi s count r y about  pr essi ng a s i l k 

boycot t  agai nst  J apan, U.S. news ser v i ces , i ncl udi ng Tr ansr adi o, 

car r i ed f r equent  account s of  or gani zed movements condemni ng t he 

J apanese mi l i t ar y advent ur e. Publ i cat i on of  t hese i t ems i nvar i abl y 

occasi oned an ef f ect i ve j our nal i s t i c ant i dot e i nt ended t o f ur ni sh 

r eader s wi t h pl ausi bl e r easons why a s i l k boycot t , f or  i nst ance, 

woul d be as har mf ul  t o Amer i ca as i t  woul d be t o J apan and woul dnH 

have much ef f ect  on the Far  East er n s i t uat i on anyway. 

Shi mozuma had st r ong convi ct i ons about  t he East er n As i at i c 

pol i t i cal  s i t uat i on. He f el t  t hat  J apan f s bol t i ng f r om t he League 

of  Nat i ons was an act  f ul l y j us t i f i ed and necessar y f or  t he 

"est abl i shment  of  permanent  peace i n t he Far  East .11 He admi r ed 

t he abi l i t y , he sai d, of  Yosuke Mat suoka, whom he r egar ded as a 

capabl e exponent  of  I mper i al  J apanese hegemony i n As i a. As a 

st udent  of  hi st or y, Shi mozuma f el t  moved t o condemn st r ongl y t he 

per for mance of  t he Eur opean i mper i al i sms; he poi nt ed t o t he 

Br i t i sh r ul e i n I ndi a, t he Opi um War s i n Chi na, Fr ench cont r ol  of  

I ndo- Chi na, Dut ch expl oi t at i on of  t he I ndi es , Aust r al i ans ex-
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c l us i vel y "whi t e" i mmi gr at i on bar s as evi dence of  need f or  a "new 

deal " i n Asi a under  As i at i c l eader shi p. He depl or ed espec i al l y 

t he heavy wei ght  of  sympat hy f or  Chi ang Kai - shek f s r egi me i n t hi s 

count r y as t he Si no- J apanese conf l i c t  f l ar ed i nt o t he headl i nes 

af t er  J ul y 7, 1937. He s i ncer el y bel i eved t hat  t hi s Amer i can 

sympathy was more t he pr oduct  of  ef f ect i ve Chi nese pr opaganda 

r at her  t han the expr essi on of  a nat i on !s sense of  mor al  r i ght  and 

cr i t i c i sm agai nst  i nj ust i ce and aggr essi on. He had r ead Amer i can 

hi s t or y , he sai d. How di d t hi s count r y gr ow t o i t s pr esent  gr eat  

s i ze and power ? By mi l i t ar y conquest  l ar gel y of  i nf er i or  or  l ess 

devel oped peopl es, he asser t ed. That f s what  J apan i s doi ng i n 

As i a. When t he Amer i can peopl e ar e gi ven t he r eal  f act s and see 

t he par al l el  i n J apan !s pr esent  ac t i v i t i es wi t h t hei r  own hi st or y 

of  t he past  cent ur y, t hey wi l l  r egar d Chi ang Kai - shek somet hi ng 

i n t he l i ght  of  how t hey l ooked upon Pancho Vi l l a t he Mexi can 

bandi t , Shi mozuma r easoned. 

The Ni sei * s most  usef ul  r ol e i n hi s t or y, he f el t , woul d be 

i n t hei r  ef f ect i ve assumpt i on of  r espons i bi l i t i es as spokesmen t o 

t he Amer i can peopl e of  "J apan's t r ue mi ssi on i n Chi na." He had 

onl y s l i ght  passi ng i nt er est  i n t he endl ess ar t i c l es appear i ng i n 

t he Engl i sh sect i on r epor t i ng on Ni sei  dances and soci al  event s, 

f oot bal l  and basebal l  games, chur ch and cl ub bazaar s ; but  a 

pr oper l y i nt er pr et ed edi t or i al  or  commentary by a Ni sei  wr i t i ng 

about  a "br i dge of  under st andi ng acr oss t he Pac i f i c " i nvar i abl y 

br ought  pr ai se f r om hi m. 

Shi mozuma no doubt  i nf l uenced qui t e st r ongl y t he Engl i sh 

sect  i on !s edi t or i al  pol i c i es on t he Si no- J apanese Conf l i c t . I t  was 
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hi s r espons i bi l i t y t o sel ect  f or  t he Engl i sh edi t or s each day t he 

di spat ches cul l ed f r om t he day !s Domei  J apanese Agency r el eases 

t hose i t ems of  l i kel y i nt er est  t o Engl i sh sect i on r eader s . 

I n spr i ng of  1938, as J apan's conquest s on t he Chi nese mai n-

l and assumed pr opor t i ons of  a bl oody and l ar ge- scal e modern war , 

and publ i c sent i ment  condemni ng J apan mounted pr opor t i onat el y i n 

t hi s count r y, t he i nf l ow of  l i t er at ur e and pr opaganda f r om Tokyo 

began t o r ef l ect  t he J apanese gover nment 's sel f - consci ousness of  

t he f act  i t  was l osi ng t he bat t l e of  publ i c opi ni on i n Amer i ca, 

The t enor  of  J apanese sect i on r epor t i ng f r om t hi s poi nt  on st r i kes 

but  one not e: Amer i can peopl e gener al l y have been mi si nf or med about  

t he Chi na I nc i dent ; t hey have been t aken i n, gul l i bl e as t hey ar e, 

by t he gl i b t ongue of  So- bi - r ei  (Madame Chi ang Kai - shek). The 

r el at i onshi p of  t he J apanese- r eadi ng publ i c wi t h Amer i ca becomes 

f ai r l y wel l  def i ned t hr ough the l at e t hi r t i es t o out br eak of  war . 

Those who f ol l owed the f r ont  page news of  al l  t he ver nacul ar  

dal l i es wi t h any r egul ar i t y coul d not  escape a f eel i ng of  i dent i t y 

wi t h t he f at es and f or t unes of  J apan and a devel opi ng r esent ment  

agai nst  t he encr oachi ng and meddl esome hand of  t he Uni t ed St at es 

i n t he Par  Eas t . For  f ai r l y obvi ous r easons, t he aver age I ssel  

J apanese t o whom Shi mozuma di r ect ed hi s edi t or i al  ef f or t s , was a 

st r ong pre- war  i so l at i oni s t . 

A power f ul  f act or  i n l eadi ng most  I s sei  t o i dent i f y them-

sel ves wi t h J apan, qui t e apar t  f r om the i nf l uences of  ver nacul ar  

newspaper  r epor t i ng, however , was t he si ngul ar  f act  t hat  al l  I s s ei , 

wi t h t he except i on of  sever al  hundr ed U.S. Wor l d War  vet er ans, wer e 

i nel i gi bl e t o Amer i can c i t i zenshi p. 
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I n t hi s connect i on, i t  i s i nt er est i ng t o not e t hat  Shi mozuma 

f r equent l y f ound space f or  quot i ng such Amer i can newspaper  

commentator s as Boake Car t er  and Kar l  von Wi egand, bot h Hear st  men, 

and t he out st andi ng pre- war  i sol at i oni s t  Senat or  Bur t on Wheel er  of  

Mont ana. Per haps above al l  ot her  Amer i can wr i t er s , Shi mozuma was 

i mpr essed by Char l es A. Bear d's vi ews on Amer i ca's r ol e i n wor l d 

af f ai r s . 

I n Mar ch, 1938, Shi mozuma f ur ni shed f or  t he Engl i sh edi t or s 

a ser i es of  pamphl et s pr epar ed f or  Amer i can r eadi ng by t he J apan 

Pac i f i c Associ at i on of  Tokyo. The ser i es was ent i t l ed "J apan-

Chi na Pi c t or i al  Pr i mer t t  wi t h t he sub- headi ngs "How About  Gi vi ng 

J apan a Br eak?" and "Tr ut h Wi l l  Out ." Thi s l at t er  phr ase subse-

quent l y made r epeat ed appear ances i n t he Engl i sh sect i ons of  t he 

l ocal  dai l i es , espec i al l y i n edi t or i al  comment  about  t he unfor t un-

at e i gnor ance of  t he Amer i can publ i c about  t he Chi na conf l i c t . The 

f i r s t  t wo pages of  Pr i mer  No. 2 summar i ze br i ef l y t he at t i t ude of  

t he Raf u Shi mpo's t el egr aph edi t or  and t he congeal ed out l ook of  

t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es gener al l y, on t he bur ni ng f r ont  page i ssue 

of  t he day: 

"How about  gi v i ng J apan a br eak? 

"The sensat i onal  and bl ood- cur dl i ng news br oadcast  by 
t hose mast er s of  pr opaganda, t he Chi nese, have gi ven J apan a t r y-
i ng t i me t he wor l d over . 

"The J apanese have t r i ed t o show t he t r ut h i n a di gni f i ed 
way, wi t h t hat  nat ur al  r est r ai nt  of  t hei r s , by pr i m, st ar ched sor t s 
of  st at ement s and decl ar at i ons whi ch have had ver y l i t t l e ef f ect  
agai nst  t he i nsi di ous f abr i cat i ons pl ayi ng on Amer i can sympat hy. 

"What  about  checki ng t hese news r epor t s wi t h a more 

c r i t i cal  eye? 

"Those news r epor t s wer e cer t ai nl y shocki ng news'. 
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"Some of  them wer e r eal l y t oo mel odr amat i c t o be t r ue. 
"Some r epor t s wer e pr oved t o be downr i ght  f al s i f i c at i ons . 

"Many wer e f ound t o be hyst er i cal  f l i ght s of  i mi gi nat i on; 
ot her s, sensat i onal  sob- si st er  wr i t e- ups. 

"But  t he i mpr essi on was cr eat ed t hat  t he J apanese wer e a 
'hei nous gang of  bl oodt hi r st y v i l l ai ns .1 

"You woul dn't  l i ke t o be cal l ed t hat , woul d you? 

"Nei t her  do t he J apanese." 

I n hi s i nt er pr et at i on of  t he J apanese mi l i t ar y campai gn i n 

Chi na, Shi mozuma emphasi zed the Domei  and ot her  di spat ches r epor t -

i ng humane t r eat ment  of  t he conquer ed peopl e i n occupi ed t er r i t or y . 

Mar chi ng col umns of  J apanese t r oops i n Chi na wer e i nvar i abl y repres-

ent ed as cr usader s f or  J ust i ce, as c i v i l i zed pol i cemen r est or i ng 

l aw and or der  out  of  Chi na's bandi t - r i dden chaos. The occupat i on 

of  Nanki ng, as r epor t ed by Amer i can obser ver s, shocked publ i c 

opi ni on i n t hi s count r y; t he event  soon became known as t he Rape of  

Nanki ng. Yet  J apanese ver nacul ar  dai l i es pr i nt ed none of  t hese 

more wi del y c i r cul at ed det ai l s of  a gor y nat ur e. Nanki ng was a 

maj or  l andmar k i n t he successf ul  accompl i shment  of  J apan's hol y 

mi ssi on i n Chi na. I t  meant  t hat  t he end of  t he cor r upt  Chi ang Kai -

shek r egi me was near . To t he maj or i t y of  t he I ssei  r eader s of  J apa-

nese l anguage newspaper s, r el y i ng wi t h al most  s l avi sh conf i dence 

upon Domei  di spat ches, t he dr i bbl i ngs of  at r oci t y st or i es emanat i ng 

f r om Nanki ng vi a Eur opean and Amer i can sour ces wer e j ust  "so much 

Chi nese pr opaganda." 

I n occasi onal  di scussi ons wi t h i nqui r i ng Engl i sh sect i on 

s t af f  member s, Shi mozuma cr eat ed t he I mpr essi on t hat  he si ncer el y 

bel i eved t he J apanese as a r ace t o be i ncapabl e of  t he bar bar i t i es 

char ged t o t hei r  sol di er s i n Chi na. The r ecor d of  t he whi t e man i n 

As i a, he woul d poi nt  out , shows pl ai nl y t he l ow, i nhuman dept hs of  

Bancroft Library 
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savager y t o whi ch t hey ar e capabl e of  s i nk i ng. But  J apan*s r ecor d 

of  c i v i l i zed conduct , he dec l ar ed, gave hi m i mpl i c i t  f ai t h wi n 

t he j ust i ce of  J apan !s c l ai ms; J apan i s best  qual i f i ed t o l ead 

t he oppr essed peopl e of  As i a i n t hr owi ng o f f  t he shackl es of  t he 

whi t e man,11 , 

Bot h Managi ng Edi t or  Suzuki  and t el egr aph edi t or  Shi mozuma 

appear ed t o see eye- t o- eye i n t hei r  i nt er pr et at i on of  t he Far  
i  v 

East er n po l i t i c al  s i t uat i on. 

I n t hi s t hey f ound common bond i n chal l engi ng and quest i on-

i ng t he opi ni ons and bel i ef s of  t he s t af f  member  gener al l y r egar d-

ed as t hi r d i n command (t hough t hi s was never  o f f i c i al l y r ecogni zed 

by publ i sher  or  bus i ness depar t ment )�Yoneo Sakai . 

Younger  i n age t han ei t her  Shi mozuma or  Suzuk i , Sakai  was 

al so an I s s ei . Hi s pr i mar y dut i es on t he s t af f  wer e t hose of  a 

r epor t er , and he usual l y dr ew t he most  i mpor t ant  assi gnment s. 

Whi l e Shi mozuma and Suzuki  spent  al most  al l  t hei r  t i me at  t hei r  

desks , Sakai  was out  more t han he was i n . I n hi s l at e t h i r t i es , 

mar r i ed t o a Ni sei  wi f e and t he f at her  of  a Los Angel es- bor n 

daught er , he t r avel l ed t o t he l ef t  i n hi s po l i t i c al  i deol ogy as 

cont r ast ed t o t he ext r eme r i ght  of  hi s t wo super i or s on t he s t af f . 

He shar ed wi t h them t he convi ct i on t hat  Eur opean and Amer i can 

i mper i al i sm i n Asi a was at  t he r oot  of  much of  t hat  par t  of  t he 

wor l d's po l i t i c al  chaos, but  he par t ed company wi t h t hem i n t he 

asser t i on t hat  J apanese i mper i al i sm shoul d r epl ace t he st at us 

quo. Sakai  sai d he bel i eved mi l i t ar y r ul e i n J apan, car r i ed 

t o i t s l ogi cal  conc l us i on, woul d i nevi t abl y br i ng di sast er  t o 

t he J apanese peopl e. He decl ar ed t hat  t he f asc i s t i c t r end of  
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J apanese po l i t i cal  af f ai r s i n t he t hi r t i es , char act er i zed by t he 

r ut hl ess ext er mi nat i on of  i ndependent , l i ber al  f or ces and t he 

emascul at i ng of  par l i ament ar y gr owt h, woul d onl y l ead t o t he im-

pos i t i on of  an i mper i al i sm by J apan i n As i a and woul d not  sol ve 

t he bas i c pr obl ems of  peace and pr ogr ess i n t he Far  Eas t . 

Sakai  was an i nsat i abl e r eader ; hi s speaki ng knowl edge of  

Engl i sh was l i t t l e bet t er  t han Suzuki  and Shi mozuma, t hough he 

pur sued hi s st udi es and pr act i ced more di l i gent l y t han ei t her . 

But  he had a good gr asp of  r eadi ng, and h9 had a Ni sei  wi f e t o hel p 

hi m. When war  br oke out , he had been a newspaper man of  some 17 

year s s t andi ng. He was wel l  ver sed i n headl i ne event s not  onl y i n 

Tokyo, but  he kept  a weat her  eye on news sour ces i n Washi ngt on, 

London, Moscow, Ber l i n, Rome and Par i s . 

Fel l ow members on t he J apanese s t af f  wer e unani mous i n 

dec l ar i ng t hat  Sak ai !s st yl e of  wr i t i ng was exceedi ngl y c l ear  and 

penet r at i ng. They sai d al so t hat  he s t i f l ed f or  some t i me bef or e 

Pear l  Har bor , hi s pr i vat e f eel i ngs and bar bed c r i t i c i sm of  cont r ol  

of  J apan 1s gover nment  by t he ext r emi st s of  t he r i ght  wi ng. I n so 

doi ng, he came i nt o f r equent  edi t or i al  desk duel s wi t h Suzuki  and 

Shi mozuma. 

Bef or e comi ng t o Amer i ca, Sakai  had once ser ved i n t he 

I mper i al  J apanese Ar my, as had Managi ng Edi t or  Suzuk i . And whi l e 

Suzuki  r epr esent ed t he Tokyo Ni chi  Ni chi  and Osaka Mai ni chi  news-

paper s as Los Angel es cor r espondent , Sakai  hel d down t he j ob of  

cor r espondent  f or  t he r i val  Tokyo Asahi  and Osaka Asahi  whi ch he 

cl ai med had t he l ar gest  dai l y newspaper  c i r cul at i on i n t he Far  Eas t . 

I n 1938 he t ook a l eave of  absence f r om t he Haf u Shi mpo t o shi p of f  
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t o Eur ope as a war  cor r espondent  f or  t he Tokyo and Osaka Asahi  

cover i ng t he s i t uat i on i n Spai n. He i ncl uded i n hi s i t i ner ar y 

most  of  t he maj or  Eur opean c api t al s , f al l i ng af t er  sever al  ef f o r t s , 

t o get  a vi sa t o Moscow, t hen cont i nued on east war d t o Chi na, 

Manchoukuo, J apan and acr oss t he Pac i f i c agai n t o Los Angel es, 

He r et ur ned f u l l  of  f or ebodi ng about  t he pot ent i al i t i es f or  spr ead-

i ng war . He had appar ent l y been offered f ai r l y l ucr at i ve j our nal i st -

i c post s i n Tokyo but  had r ej ec t ed t hem a l l . He never  st at ed ex-

pl i c i t l y hi s var i ous r easons; some of  hi s associ at es mer el y assumed 

t hat  consi der at i ons of  hi s Amer i can- ci t i zen f ami l y whi ch he l ef t  

behi nd i n Los Angel es and the poss i bi l i t y t hat  he f ound t he pol i -

t i c al  cl i mat e of  J apan too oppr essi ve f or  one of  hi s l eani ngs wer e 

l ar gel y r espons i bl e. 

Not  onl y t hr ough hi s by- l i ned ar t i c l es i n t he Tokyo and 

Osaka Asahi  whi ch r eached over  3,000,000 subscr i ber s dai l y , but  

al so t hr ough ar t i c l es whi ch he cont r i but ed t o i nf l uent i al  magazi nes, 

Sakai  was r eput ed t o be f ai r l y wel l - known i n J apan. One of  t he 

publ i cat i ons f or  whi ch he was a r egul ar  cont r i but or  was wKai zo ," 

whi ch he compar ed wi t h "For t une" i n t he Amer i can publ i cat i ons f i e l d . 

Af t er  hi s r et ur n f r om hi s gl obal  j aunt , Sakai  mai nt ai ned 

t hat  an event ual  l i nk i ng of  Rome, Ber l i n, and Tokyo i n mi l i t ar y 

al l i ance const i t ut ed a gr eat  pr obabl e t hr eat  t o t he cont i nuance of  

"t he wor l d st at e of  l i mi t ed ho s t i l i t i es . " He had been i mpr essed, 

he sai d, by t he al i gnment  of  f or ces i n t he Spani sh c i v i l  war  as "a 

pat t er n i n mi ni at ur e of  a bi gger  war  t hat  can come." *n wr i t i ng 

edi t or i al  comment  and i nt er pr et i ve ar t i c l es on t he wor l d s i t uat i on 

f or  I s s ei  r eader s of  t he Raf u Shi mpo, he soon gai ned a r eput at i on 
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on t he s t af f  f or  bei ng t he most  cons i s t ent  advocat e of  po l i t i c al  

and economi c cooper at i on bet ween t he Uni t ed St at es and J apan» Sakai  

hel d out  gr i ml y, f or  i ns t ance, when t he gover nment  of  t he t hen 

Pr emi er  Admi r al  Mi t sumasa Yonai , exponent  of  Angl o- Amer i can co-

oper at i on, was t hr eat ened wi t h col l apse i n t he f ace of  t he Mat suoka-

i ns pi r ed, mi l i t ar y- l ed t hr ust  f or  s i gni ng of  t he Rome- Ber l i n- Tokyo 

mi l i t ar y t r eat y . 

Sakai  f r equent l y char ac t er i zed t ypi cal  I s sei  t hi nk i ng on 

Far  East er n po l i t i c al  af f ai r s as "s t er eot yped, dogmat i zed, and 

congeal ed i n t he moul d of  t he Tokyo Gai musho J ohobu.11- 1-  He asser t ed 

t hat  t he ext r eme nat i onal i sm of  t he r i ght  wi ng whi ch had per ver t ed 

anc i ent  J apanese et hi eal  val ues t o 20t h cent ur y mi l i t ar y phi l osophy 

of  "mi ght  i s r i ght ' had spr ead i t s i deo l ogi cal  poi son over seas . 

He sai d he was ashamed t hat  ver nacul ar  J apanese dai l i es wer e bei ng 

i nst r ument al  i n t hi s pr ocess , f o r  t hey , bei ng geogr aphi cal l y r emov-

ed, wer e endowed wi t h t he phys i cal  at mospher e i n whi ch t hey mi ght  

be* emanci pat ed. He f e l t  t hat  he hi msel f  and t he member s of  t he 

i mmedi at e Haf u Shi mpo s t af f  who bel i eved and wr ot e as he d i d , wer e 

doi ng a ser v i ce whi ch, t hough sneer ed at  by some, woul d i n t i me 

come t o be r ecogni zed as f ar - s i ght ed and cons t r uc t i ve. He i mpl i ed 

t hat  t he r i ght  t o c r i t i c i ze gover nment  and gover nment al  po l i c i es 

shoul d be r eser ved as a f undament al  r i ght  of  a l l  human bei ngs , a 

poi nt  of  vi ew r adi cal  t o t he r i ght  wi ng cont r o l l i ng J apan and t he 

school  of  t hought  whi ch domi nat ed t he ver y newspaper  st af f  of  whi ch 

he was a member . 

He r egar ded t he wr i t i ngs of  t he edi t or  and publ i sher  of  t he 

r i val  Kashu Mai ni chi  as "a good exampl e of  t he so- cal l ed pat r i ot i c 
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j i ngoi sm of  nat i onal i s t i c J apanese mi l i t ar i s t s ," and he admi t t ed 

t hat  even i f  al l  t he t hr ee ver nacul ar  dai l i es i nt er pr et ed Tokyo 

headl i nes as he woul d l i ke t o see t hem do, i t  was quest i onabl e as 

t o how much good t hey coul d accompl i sh i n t he f ace of  t he f l ood of  

magazi nes and ot her  publ i cat i ons f r om J apan whi ch were sol d i n t he 

numer ous book st or es and st at i oner y shops of  west  eoast  J apanese 

bus Aes s di s t r i c t s . 

I t  was t he f eel i ng of  t he Engl i sh sect i on s t af f  members wi t h 

whom Sakai  came i nt o f r equent  cont act  t hat , unl i ke Suzuki  and 

Shi mozuma, he bad gr adual l y come t o di ssoc i at e hi s i dent i t y away 

f r om t he gover nment  of  J apan t o whi ch he was t echni cal l y t i ed as a 

l egal  subj ec t . I n some r espect s he r egar ded hi msel f  as a po l i t i cal  

r ef ugee. He was wont  t o r emar k t hat  he coul d measur e each s t ep t hat  

J apan was t r avel l i ng t owar d compl et e mi l i t ar y domi nat i on by t he i n-

cr easi ng ext ent  t o whi ch hi s ar t i c l es and news di spat ches t o t he 

J apan publ i cat i ons f or  whi ch he wr ot e wer e edi t ed, del et ed, or  

censor ed. He gave t he i mpr essi on t oo t hat , wer e t he oppor t uni t y 

ext ended hi m, he woul d l i ke t o have appl i ed f or  nat ur al i zat i on as a 

c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es . 

Sakai  f ound sympat het i c exchange of  vi ews and shar i ng of  

gr i pes over  edi t i ng i n t he company of  t wo f el l owJ apanese sect i on 

s t af f  member s, Shi r o Takeda, an I s s ei , and J oe I nouye, A Ki bei  

Ni s ei , and son of  a f or mer  publ i sher  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo. I nouye 

exer t ed an i nf l uence on gener al  pol i cy t hr ough t i t l e to shar es i n 

t he company!s st ock; he was an Amer i can c i t i zen, mar r i ed t o a Ni sei  

wi f e, and t he f at her  of  an Amer i can- bor n t hi r d gener at i on c hi l d. 
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I n t he post - Pear l  Har bor  r eor gani zat i on of  t he J apanese edi t or i al  

s t af f , I nouye assumed t he r espons i bi l i t i es of  managi ng edi t or  of  

t hat  sec t i on. Educat ed i n bot h Amer i can publ i c school s and i n 

J apan, he was f i ar l y pr of i c i ent  i n bot h Engl i sh and J apanese. I n 

j our nal i s t i c abi l i t y he admi t t edl y f e l l  f ar  bel ow t he st andar ds of  

ei t her  Sakai  or  Shi mozuma, but  be i nj ect ed i nt o t he newspaper  an 

awar eness of  t he f act  i t  was an i nst i t ut i on of  an Amer i can com-

muni t y, t hat  i t s f ut ur e r est ed i n i t s abi l i t y t o adapt  i t s el f  t o 

a subscr i ber  l i s t  pr eponder ant l y made up of  Amer i can c i t i zens , 

A maj or  shar e of  hi s dai l y t asks wer e t i ed up wi t h r epor t i ng l ocal  

event s f or  t he c i t y news page edi t ed by Suzuk i . He knew communi t y 

or gani zat i ons . He was f ami l i ar  wi t h t he r ol e of  t he Consul at e 

o f f i c e. As a mat t er  of  f ac t , he had come to t he Raf u Shi mpo f r om 

a posi t i on hel d f or  a br i ef  per i od at  t he Consul at e o f f i c e. He was 

cl ose t o t he Engl i sh sec t i on. He was not , however , a f or cef ul  

per sonal i t y and pr ef er r ed t o be l ed r at her  t han l ead. The con-

vi ct i ons of  Sakai  and Takeda seemed t o gi ve di r ec t i on t o hi s ef f or t s 

I nouye t ook a sympat het i c i nt er est  i n t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he 

J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League and was r esponsi bl e f or  much of  

t he J apanese sect i on cover age of  t hat  or gani zat i on. He at t ended 

publ i c meet i ngs of  t he J . A . C . L . wi t h r egul ar i t y , i nt er pr et ed t he 

Amer i can posi t i on of  t he Ni sei  t o an ext ent  whi ch t he managi ng 

edi t or  at  t i mes f ound not  al t oget her  accept abl e i n vi ew of  space 

l i mi t at i ons . 

Despi t e t he gr owi ng spl i t  bet ween two school s of  t hought  on 

t he s t af f , t he J apanese sect i on edi t or i al  of f i ce was a f i ar l y 

congeni al  wor kshop. The maj or  por t i on of  t he dai l y newspaper !s 
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space was devot ed, not  t o i t ems of  i nt er nat i onal  af f a i r s , but  

r at her  t o l ocal  news, t he i mmedi at e c i t y and count y and t he r ur al  

ar eas . Not  unt i l  war  f l ar ed and l ong si mmer i ng i ssues congeal ed� 

and t he newspaper 's depar t ment al  heads wer e t aken i nt o cust ody by 

t he 

Feder al  Bur eau of  I nvest i gat i on- - di d t hi s j ockeyi ng and maneu-

ver i ng dr op t he r ei ns of  edi t o r i al  cont r ol  i nt o di f f er ent  hands . 

Bef or e t hat  t i me, however , ot her  member s of  t he same J apa-

nese sect i on s t af f  st ood by , t ak i ng more or  l ess act i ve par t s i n 

t hr owi ng t hei r  suppor t  ei t her  t o t he expr essed vi ews of  t he Suzuki -

Shi mozuma l eader shi p or  t he Sakai - Takeda- I nouye br and of  t hi nk i ng. 

I n per sonal  hopes t hat  devel opment s on t he Pac i f i c woul d 

never  pr oduce an Amer i can- J apanese war , a l l  members of  t he s t af f  

seemed unani mousl y i n agr eement . But  on t he l i kel i hood t hat  hos-

t i l i t i es woul d not  event ual l y br eak out , t he t wo f ac t i ons agai n 

par t ed company. The Shi mozuma- Suzuki  r easoni ng f ol l owed t he t hen 

pr evai l i ng i s o l at i oni s t  pat t er n of  v i ewi ng as unj us t i f i abl e and 

unsuppor t abl e any Uni t ed St at es mi l i t ar y under t ak i ng i n t he Far  

Eas t . I t  won't  happen, so we mi ght  as wel l  di smi ss al l  t al k about  

i t s pos s i bi l i t y as al ar mi st  and j i ngo i s t i c , t hey opi ned. 

Sakal , Takeda, and I nouye, on t he ot her  hand, i ns i s t ed f r om 

mi dsummer  of  1939 t hat  an Amer i can- J apanese c onf l i c t , f ar  f r om bei ng 

i mposs i bl e, coul d concei vabl y devel op out  of  a gl obal  war . Hi t l er ' s 

i nvasi on of  Pol and l n t̂ he f al l  of  t hat  year  br ought  pr edi c t i ons by 

Sakal  t hat  r eper cuss i ons on t he Pac i f i c woul d be anyt hi ng but  f avor -

abl e t o r es i dent  J apanese Amer i cans. 

The s t af f  i nt er est  i n t he t opi c at  t hi s s t age, and t he 

di ver gent  poi nt s of  v i ews , r ef l ec t i ng i n some measur e t he concer ns 
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and r eact i ons of  t he J apanese communi t y, f ound expr essi on i n an 

ar t i c l e publ i shed i n t he F r i day, December  22, 1939, edi t i on of  t he 

Raf u Shi mpo Engl i sh sec t i on. The ar t i c l e was pr i nt ed at  t he 

suggest i on of  publ i sher  H. T . Komai , f o l l owi ng sever al  heat ed 

sessi ons of  t he news wr i t er s : 

"THE PACI F I C!S PAST 
Speaks I t s Fut ur e 

"Remi ndi ng Our sel ves i n These Tr oubl ous Ti mes That  
Amer i ca and Ni ppon Have Al ways Remai ned At  Peace 

"Wi l l  Amer i ca and J apan ever  f i ght ? 

"Today t hi s quest i on has t aken on a t i mel y s i gni f i cance 

t o 145,000 Amer i can c i t i zens of  J apanese ext r act i on r es i di ng on 

t he Uni t ed St at es mai nl and and i n Hawai i . 

"For  we compose t hat  par t  of  t he Amer i can c i t i zenr y 

whi ch has f el t  most  acut el y t he ef f ec t s of  a t wo and a hal f  year  

wave of  publ i c ant i pat hy meant  f or  J apan. 

"I n our  ef f or t s t o f i nd a por t  i n t he st or m, we have 

come upon a si mpl e, yet  eye- openi ng di scover y . And t hat  di scover y 

i s t hat  t he most  ef f ec t i ve and t el l i ng ant i - J apanese expr essi ons 

of  publ i c sent i ment  t oday f i nd t hei r  r oot  nei t her  i n sympat hi es 

f or  Chi na, nor  i n appeal s f or  boycot t  of  s i l k , nor  i n t he f i el d of  

economi c compet i t i on by J apanese. 

"They spr i ng f r om t he dogmat i c asser t i on t hat  a war  

bet ween t hi s count r y and J apan i s i nev i t abl e. 

"To us i t  i s somet hi ng of  a dul l  shock t o wi t ness t he 

t r ansf or mat i on of  what  was once consi der ed a j i ngo i s t 's pi pe- dr eam 

i nt o a s i t uat i on t hat  sk i r t s t he bor der s of  r emot e pos s i bi l i t y . 
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"The Uni t ed St at es and J apan ar e t he onl y t wo maj or  

power s whi ch have never  been engaged i n act ual  conf l i c t  wi t h each 

ot her  at t ai ni ng t he pr opor t i ons of  war . 

"We ar e now t o l d, however , on hi gh aut hor i t y of  men who 

ar e ent r ust ed wi t h t he j ob of  di r ect i ng t he oper at i ons i n any war  

i nvol vi ng t he Uni t ed St at es , t hat  J apan, of  al l  hypot het i cal  

enemi es, st ands pr act i cal l y at  t he t op of  t he l i s t . 

"Such omi nous war ni ngs , occur r i ng wi t h gr eat er  f r equency 

i n t hese t ensi on- l aden days, add a f ear f ul , al bei t  zes t f ul , un-

cer t ai nt y t o t he out l ook of  t he Amer i can- bor n J apanese. 

"But  t he s i t uat i on t oday and t he pr edi cament  we may f ace 

i nspi r e a f eel i ng of  obl i gat i on t o exer t  on our  par t  ever y ef f or t  

f or  t he cont i nuance of  t he l ongest  per i od of  peacef ul  r el at i ons 

bet ween any two maj or  power s i n t he wor l d. For  t hat , i n t he i n-

di sput abl e r ecor ds of  hi s t or y , i s t he chr oni cl e of  Amer i can-

J apanese di pl omacy- - 1853 t o 1939- - Paci f i c r el at i ons wi t hout  a 

s i ngl e r upt ur e."1 

An ar t i c l e expr essi ng s i mi l ar  vi ews was al so pr i nt ed i n 

t he J apanese sect i on. Whi l e, as some members of  t he j oi nt  s t af f s 

poi nt ed out , i t  sai d not hi ng par t i cul ar l y s i gni f i c ant , i t  made 

comf or t abl e r eadi ng f or  most  I s sei  as wel l  as Ni s ei . 

Ther e wer e ot her  members of  t he J apanese sect i on who gat her -

ed and r epor t ed t he news: Mi t suzo Yamada, who spec i al i zed i n edi t -

i ng r ur al  cor r espondence and f ar m news; J i r o Tani , Ki bei - Ni sei  who 

was ass i gned t o spor t s event s and ser ved as s t af f  phot ogr apher  i n 

addi t i on t o t he desk r out i ne of  Domei  t r ans l at i ons ; Shi nai chi  

1. The Raf u Shi mpo, F r i day, December  22, 1939, p . 9, c o l s . 2- 3 
No. 11848 Par t  I I  Hol i day I s sue. 
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Tanbar a, who cover ed t he whol esal e pr oduce t er mi nal s as hi s dai l y-

beat  and sever ed as l i ai son man wi t h t he downt own f ar m f eder at i ons , 

Yamada was a younger  I s s ei , a f ami l y man and f at her  or  f our  

chi l dr en; Tani  f or mer l y was empl oyed as adver t i s i ng manager  of  

t he Rashu Mai ni chi  and t r ansf er r ed t o t he Raf u Shi mpo i n 1938. 

Tanbar a, i n poi nt  of  ser vi ce wi t h t he Raf u Shi mpo, was one of  t he 

ol dest  empl oyees, havi ng j oi ned t he s t af f  i n t he ear l y t went i es ; 

he was an I s s ei . 

Of  t he t hr ee key pos i t i ons i n t he bus i ness , adver t i s i ng, 

and c i r cul at i on depar t ment s, two wer e hel d by I s s ei , one by Ni sei . 

I t ar o Nagai , as busi ness manager  and cashi er , occasi onal l y was 

pushed i nt o t he r ol e of  ar bi t er  i n depar t ment al  t i l t s f or  appr o-

pr i at i ons . An I s s ei , he was t he f at her  of  a Ni sei  daught er  i n 

el ement ar y school  i n Boyl e Hei ght s , was a dai l y r eader  of  t he Los 

Angel es Ti mes and t he Eveni ng Her al d and Expr ess i n addi t i on t o 

t he J apanese l anguage newspaper s. He kept  wel l  i nf or med of  devel -

opments and l ent  c r i t i c al  at t ent i on t o t he edi t i ng of  bot h J apa-

nese and Engl i sh sect i ons . I n hi s i nt er pr et at i on of  i nt er nat i onal  

af f ai r s , he t ended t o be a mi ddl e- of - t he- r oader , on occasi ons 

at t empt i ng t o r econc i l e, i t  seemed t o Engl i sh s t af f  member s, t he 

ext r emi t i es r epr esent ed i n t he vi ews of  Yoneo Sakai  on t he one 

hand and Hi r oshi  Suzuki  on t he ot her . 

The adver t i s i ng manager , Thomas K . Shi ndo, wor ked c l osel y 

wi t h t he busi ness manager  and seemed t o shar e t he l at t er 's i nt er est  

i n t he edi t i ng of  bot h sect i ons . Shi ndo al so was I s s ei , t he 

f at her  of  t hr ee Ni sei  chi l dr en, and al so a r es i dent  of  Boyl e 

Hei ght s . As t he man r esponsi bl e f or  mai nt ai ni ng and addi ng t o 

Bancroft llfamty 
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r egul ar  account s on whi ch t he newspaper  depended f or  t he i ncome 

whi ch kept  i t  out  of  t he r ed, Shi ndo had per sonal  cont act s out si de 

t he J apanese communi ty as wel l  as i nt ens i vel y wi t hi n i t . As a 

consequence, hi s concept  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo f s f unct i on and pl ace 

i ncl uded an awar eness of  i t s r el at i ons wi t h t he l ar ger  Sout her n 

Cal i f or ni a communi t y; he f el t  t hat  t he t r end was i n an i ncr easi ng 

emphasi s upon l ocal  news cover age t hr ough l ar ger  expendi t ur e of  

s t af f  t i me and money and a r educt i on of  expensi ve Tokyo dat e l i ne 

f eat ur es . 

Ci r cul at i on manager  was Aki r a Komai , el dest  son of  t he 

publ i sher  and a Los Angel es- bor n Ni s ei , who assumed t he r esponsi bi -

l i t i es of  act i ng publ i sher  af t er  Pear l  Har bor . 

Nei t her  Nagai , Shi ndo, nor  Aki r a Komai  i nj ect ed t hemsel ves 

i nt o edi t or i al  pol i cy- maki ng of  t he J apanese sec t i on; but  each 

cont r i but ed t o t he f or mul at i on of  i t  i ndi r ect l y i n conver sat i ons 

wi t h i ndi v i dual  wr i t er s . 

Ei ght een per sons wer e usual l y empl oyed i n t he J apanese com-

posi ng depar t ment  and pr i nt  shop, and t hey wer e most l y I ssei  and 

K i bei . Empl oyees of  t he c i r cul at i on depar t ment , usual l y number i ng 

over  35 on a par t - t i me bas i s f or  t he maj or i t y , wer e al most  al l  Ni sei  

The &ashu Mai nl chl  J apanese Sect i on 

Wi t hout  a shadow of  doubt , L i t t l e Toki o r ecogni zed t he 

Kashu Mai ni chi  (t he J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dai l y News) as a one- man-

domi nat ed publ i cat i on r ef l ec t i ng t he per sonal i t y and i nf l uence of  

i t s publ i sher  and edi t o r , Sei  P u j i i . A somewhat  col or f ul  car eer  

as r oust about , f ar m l abor er , school boy, l abor  cont r act or , l egal  

i nt er pr et er , bus i ness man, and communi t y l eader  was capped by hi s 
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emer gence as newspaper  publ i sher  i n 1932 wi t h hi s l aunchi ng of  t he 

Kashu Mai ni c hi . The newspaper  was bor n out  of  t he t ur bul ent  di s-

sol ut i on of  t he Raf u Ni chi - Bei , Los Angel es ar m of  t he San Fr anci sco 

J apanese Amer i can News, as t he r esul t  of  a pr ess r oom and edi t o r i al  

empl oyees' s t r i k e. 

F u j i i ' s edi t o r i al  and news s t af f , f r om t he out set  t o i t s 

pr e- evacuat i on di sor gani zat i on, never  exceeded f i ve or  s i x members 

i nc l udi ng hi msel f . J our nal i s t s of  t r ai ned pr of ess i onal  abi l i t y 

sel dom st ayed wi t h hi m l ong; he usual l y l ost  t hem t o t he ot her  

publ i cat i ons of  t he coas t . Among t he l anguage f our t h est at e, he 

had a st andi ng r eput at i on f or  deval ui ng j our nal i s t i c abi l i t y ; he 

pr ef er r ed t o sur r ound hi msel f  wi t h ass i s t ant s who enhanced hi s own 

s t at ur e. He pl aced per sonal  l oyal t y t o hi msel f  above i nt el l ec t ual  

i nt egr i t y , and t e r egar ded hi s newspaper  possess i vel y as an i nst r u-

ment  of  per sonal  pr est i ge and power . I n al l  hi s mi ss i onar y cr usades 

on behal f  of  numer ous causes whi ch he espoused, he I nj ec t ed hi s 

f i r s t  per son s i ngul ar  on near l y ever y page of  hi s dai l y . He wr ot e 

t he headl i nes on page one, c o l o r f ul , bo l d, humor ous, un- j our nal i s t i c 

and unor t hodox capt i ons ; he edi t ed l ocal  news wi t h a keen eye f or  

pr omot i on of  hi s f r i ends , f ol l ower s and f el l ow Kenj i n; he wr ot e 

sever al  col umns i n t he J apanese sec t i on, and f i nal l y made hi s dai l y 

appear ance bef or e hi s Ni sei  r eader s i n t he Engl i sh Sect i on under  

t he sel f - named t i t l e of  "Uncl e F uj i l . t t  

When Pear l  Har bor  bur st  i nt o t he dust y second f l oor  newsr oom 

of  t he Kashu Mai ni c hi , i t  shat t er ed wi t h deat hl y s i l ence t he l oud, 

vocal , adamant  news and edi t o r i al  campai gn t hat  edi t or - publ i sher  

Sei  F u j i i  had waged f or  near l y a l l  t he year s of  t he Kashu Mai ni c hi 's 
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l i f e . That  campai gn, on t he st r engt h of  evi dence pr i nt ed i n t he 

col umns of  t he &ashu Mai ni chi , was dual  i n nat ur e: on one hand, 

t her e i s a consi st ent  ef f or t  on t he par t  of  S©i  F uj i i  i n al l  hi s 

wi de assor t ment  of  edi t or i al  excur si ons t o I ns t i l l  an i nt ense 

pr i de i n t he J apanese r ace and achi evement s of  t hat  r ace. On t he 

ot her  hand he sought  as cons i st ent l y t o vi gor ousl y convi nce hi s 

r eader s t hat  t he Uni t ed St at es .and J apan woul d never  go .t o war ; 

he was absol ut el y posi t i ve of  i t , hi s f ai t h r emai ned unshaken to 

t he end- - unt i l  December  7, 1941. He was t hen a man i n hi s s i xt i es . 

Near l y seven year s ear l i er , i n a s i gned edi t or i al  on t he 

f r ont  page of  hi s Sunday Engl i sh sect i on, F uj i i  had set  f or t h hi s 

cr edo. I t  was a st at ement  of  hi s "abi di ng bel i ef  i n t he i nvi ol a-

bi l i t y of  J apanese- Amer i can peace," as he t ol d hi s t hen Engl i sh 

sect i on ass i s t ant  who cor r ect ed hi s grammar  f or  f i nal  publ i cat i on. 

I n t he edi t or i al  capt i oned "Newspaper s Must  Respect  Wor l d Peace 

Movement s," he sai d i n par t : 

" . . . Ther e i s no pr obl em exi s t i ng bet ween J apan and 
t he Uni t ed St at es whi ch has any danger  of  becomi ng a 
pot ent i al  war  maki ng i s sue. I t  i s unf or t unat e t hat  t he 
publ i c i s not  al ways i nf or med of  t he r eal  r el at i ons bet ween 
t he two count r i es . 

"The gener al  publ i c i s gi ven t he i mpr essi on t oo of t en 
t hr ough the medi um of  t he newspaper  t hat  war  i s i nevi t abl e 
bet ween J apan and t he Uni t ed St at es . Such st at ement s, 
because of  t hei r  so- cal l ed 'news val ue1 t o j i ngo j our nal s , 
ar e f eat ur ed much t oo of t en. When t he Uni t ed St at es pr oposes 
a pl an t o es t abl i sh an avi at i on base f or  her  army and navy 
i n t he Pac i f i c ar ea, such a pl an i s r eadi l y r epor t ed i n al l  
t he newspaper s t hr oughout  t he count r y on t he f r ont  pages 
under  conspi cuous and bl azi ng headl i nes . Thi s news never  
f ai l s t o t ake advant age of  usi ng t he "oppor t une" news. I n 
t he same manner , such news f r om J apan f i nds i t s way i nt o 
t he hear t  of  Amer i ca. 

"Thi s cr eat es agi t at i on i n t he mi nds of  t he peopl es of  
bot h count r i es and 'war  t al k ' nat ur al l y f o l l ows . 
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Such i s t he nat ur e of  t he so- cal l ed !war  t al k1 bet ween 
J apan and t he Uni t ed St at es . I t  i s r oot ed no deeper  t han t he 
t hi n pages on whi ch i t  i s pr i nt ed. Any one, i f  i nf or med 
cor r ect l y , wi l l  have no di f f i c u l t y i n r eal i z i ng t he ut t er  
f oundl essness and r i di cul ousness of  such t al k . 

"When pr omi nent  f i gur es as Secr et ar y Hul l  or  For ei gn 
Mi ni s t er  Hi r ot a r el ease publ i c st at ement s and peacef ul  move-
ment s bet ween t he peopl es of  bot h count r i es ar e advanced, 
t he aver age newspaper  car r i es t he news on an i nsi de page i n 
some obscur e cor ner  whi ch f ai l s t o at t r act  t he r eader s* eye. 

"Thi s t endency on t he par t  of  moder n newspaper s hi nder s 
t he cour se of  i nt er nat i onal  peace and under st andi ng. As a 
consequence t he publ i c seems t o be at t r act ed t o sensat i onal  
news of  t he 'war  t al k t ype.1 Such spect acul ar  and f ant ast i c 
newspaper  t ac t i cs have of t en been r ewar ded wi t h l ar ge ci r cu-
l at i on f or  t he j i ngo newspaper s. However , newspaper s can do 
a pr i cel ess ser vi ce t o manki nd by conduct i ng t hei r  edi t or i al  
pol i c i es on a di f f er ent  t ype of  news wi t h more bal ance. 

"Let  us not  be hesi t ant  t o gi ve more space t o more news 
t hat  wi l l  hel p t o promote t he br ot her l y f eel i ngs among peopl es 
of  t he wor l d. Thi s newspaper  i s al ways pr epar ed t o t ake t he 
l ead and r ender  as much as poss i bl e t o t he cause of  wor l d 
peace and c l oser  r el at i ons bet ween Amer i ca and J apan. 

"Thr ough t he l eader shi p and ef f or t s of  t he more enl i ght en 
ed el ement s of  bot h J apanese and Amer i cans i t  i s hoped t hat  a 
r eal  and per manent  f r i endshi p wi l l  f l our i sh bet ween J apan and 
t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i c a."1 

F uj i i  hi msel f  was a t i r el ess wor ker  who devot ed hi msel f  t o 

hi s t asks t hr ough l ong hour s . He had numer ous managi ng edi t or s , 

none of  whom, wi t h one except i on, st ayed wi t h hi m f or  any dur at i on. 

The except i on, an equal l y t i r el ess and j our nal i s t i cal l y more 

capabl e man, was a Ki bei  wr i t er } Ak i r a I t ami  who ser ved on t he 

Kashu Mai ni chi  s t af f  f or  most  of  i t s ni ne year s of  publ i cat i on, 

except  f or  a f ew months l eave of  absence he once t ook t o t r y out  

a pos i t i on i n Washi ngt on, D.C. wi t h t he J apanese Embassy, f r om , 

whi ch he r et ur ned i n shor t  or der . L i ke F u j i i , I t ami  wr ot e i n bot h 

J apanese and Engl i sh. I n hi s wr i t i ngs , he shar ed some of  t he 

r ac i al  i deol ogy of  hi s chi ef  but  seems t o have par t ed company� 

The J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dal l y News, Sunday, J an. 3, 1935, No. 1130 
p. 1 co l . 2- 3 
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l ar gel y t hr ough s i l enc e�i n a number  of  s i gni f i cant  i ssues , 

F u j i i ' s own per sonal  l i f e was such t hat  he f ound hi msel f  

f r ee t o cent er  most  of  hi s waki ng hour s on hi s newspaper  act i v i t i es 

Reput edl y a mar r i ed man and f at her  of  adul t  of f spr i ng, hi s whol e 

f ami l y had been r et ur ned t o J apan; he l i ved a bachel or  i n a si x-

room bungal ow i n ôyl e Hei ght s wher e he ent er t ai ned hi s f r i ends and 

bui l t  a t enni s cour t  i n hi s backyar d f or  exer c i se. 

Few i ndi v i dual  s t af f  wr i t er s on t he J apanese sect i on edi -

t or i al  desk made any l as t i ng i mpr ess upon t he Kashu Mai ni chi  

po l i c i es ; f or  t he most  par t , t hey r emai ned nonent i t i es who per for m-

ed t he r out i ne l eg- wor k and er r ands r evol vi ng ar ound "Uncl e F u j i i . " 

They came and went , never  r i s i ng above t he cei l i ng i mposed by t he 

publ i sher . J i r o Tani , Uj i nobu Konomi , Ri char d I wat at e went  on t o 

t he r i val  Raf u Shi mpo. Tai j i n Tsuda depar t ed i n t he l at e t hi r t i es 

t o pur sue voi ce st udy i n F l or ence, I t al y . Managi ng edi t or  Mat sui  

i n 1937 l ef t  i n a huf f , accept ed an of f er  f r om a newspaper  i n J apan 

These shi f t s i n per sonnel  l ef t  Sei  F uj i i  unper t ur bed; he r egar ded 

t hem, not  as l osses of  capabl e j our nal i s t s , but  t he necessar y 

el i mi nat i on of  men whose l oyal t y t o hi m coul d not  be depended upon. 

I n cont r ast  t o t he ot her  t wo Los Angel es dai l i es , t he Kashu 

Mai ni chi  epi t omi zed per sonal  j our nal i sm wi t h a Capi t al  I . I t  was 

r emar ked i n r i val  newsrooms al most  dai l y t hat  t he most  f r equent l y 

pr i nt ed name i n t he Kashu Mai ni chi  was t hat  of  "F uj i i  Sachoo" 

(Publ i sher  F u j i i ) . 

The Sangyo Nl ppo J apanese Sect i on 

The newf est  of  t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es on t he L i t t l e Toki o 

scene was but  f our  year  ol d when war  and r esul t ant  di sr upt i on of  

Bancroft Library 
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t he communi t y ended i t s exi s t ence. F i nanc i al l y wobbl y f r om t he 

out set  and never  qui t e compl et el y out  of  t he r ed, t he Sangyo Ni ppo 

r epr esent ed f or  t he most  par t  t he i deas and i nf l uences of  two men, 

publ i sher  Koh Mursi i  and managi ng edi t or  Shi ni chi  Kat o. 

I t  was essent i al l y a f ar m publ i cat i on, gr owi ng out  of  a 

weekl y f i nanced by sout her n Cal i f or ni a I s sei  agr i cul t ur al  i nt er est s , 

devel opi ng i nt o a t hr i ce- weekl y I ssue and f i nal l y I nt o a dai l y 

newspaper . As such, i t  compet ed pr i mar i l y wi t h Sel  P u j i i ' s Kashu 
\ 

Mai nl chi . One of  i t s f i r s t  edi t or s , Ri hei  Numat a, went  di r ect l y 

t o t he Sangyo f r om t he J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dal l y News. Whi l e t he 

Sangyo1s publ i sher  Koh Mur ai  and t he Raf u Shi mpo*s publ i sher  

H. Toyosaku Komai  wer e known t o be on f ai r l y cor di al  t er ms, Sei  

F uj i  i  was known t o st and al oof  f r om ei t her . 

The Sangyo was model l ed on t he same for mat  as t he t wo 

l ar ger  dai l i es . I t s J apanese sect i on f r ont  page was made up chi ef -

l y of  Domel  J apanese News Agency shor t  wave r el eases f r om Tokyo; 

edi t or i al  and news t r eat ment  f ol l owed f ai r l y c l osel y t he Raf u 

Shi mpo pat t er n, as t wo f or mer  s t af f  members of  t hat  publ i cat i on 
t wo 

ser ved i n key pos i t i ons . Whi l e t he/ol der  sheet s wer e af t er noon 

dai l i es , t he Sangyo Ni ppo was a mor ni ng newspaper  and had no 

Sunday edi t i on. I t  gave a l ar ger  pr opor t i on of  space i n i t s J apa-

nese sect i on t o f ar m news t han ei t her  t he Raf u or  t he Kashu. 

Unt i l  out br eak of  war , when i t s r emai ni ng s t af f  sei zed what  

appear ed t o be a gol den oppor t uni t y t o wi n popul ar  suppor t  among 

I s s ei  r eader s , t he Sangyo J apanese sect i on t ook an i nconspi cuous 

backseat  i n moul di ng L i t t l e Toki o opi ni on. 
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Dual  Char act er  of  t he Dal l i es 

The J apanese ver nacul ar  newspaper s wer e bot h J apanese and 

Amer i can; and bei ng par t l y bot h, t hey wer e nei t her  whol l y one nor  

t he other«. I ns t i t ut ed at  a t i me when t hey wer e al most  t ot al l y 

ber ef t  of  evi dent  Amer i can char act er  (The Raf u Shl mpo of  1904) , 

t hey had devel oped i n l at er  year s an Engl i sh sect i on and a Ni sei  

s t af f . And wi t h but  l i t t l e consci ous awar eness of  t he changes 

occur r i ng f r om wi t hi n, t hey bor e def i ni t e mar ks of  ear l i er  year s . 

By 1941, t he Engl i sh sect i ons of  al l  t hr ee dai l i es had been 

est abl i shed as per manent  depar t ment s of  t he J apanese l anguage pr ess 

but  not  one of  t hem was yet  f i nanc i al l y sel f - suppor t i ng. Despi t e 

t hi s f ac t , t he degr ee of  i ndependence i n r epor t i ng and edi t or i al -

i z i ng mani f est  i n t he pr i nt ed r ecor d of  t he Engl i sh sect i ons 

i ndi cat es t hat  t her e was l i t t l e coor di nat i on, col l abor at i on, or  

cont r ol  exer t ed as bet ween two par t s of  t he same newspaper . The 

except i on t o t h i s , i n most  i nst ances , i s t he Kashu Mai ni chi  wher e 

publ i sher  "Uncl e P u j i i " domi nat ed bot h depar t ment s. But  even i n 

t he Kashu M&i ni chi , t her e wer e di f f er ences i n emphasi s on news 

t r eat ment  as bet ween t he J apanese and Engl i sh sect i ons . Act ual l y , 

t he one edi t i on was r ead by t wo di f f er ent  r eadi ng audi ences. Whi l e 

t he one newspaper  went  i nt o a s i ngl e home, t he par ent s t ur ned t o 

t he J apanese sect i on, t he chi l dr en t o t he Engl i sh. The Raf u Shl m-

po c i r cul at i on depar t ment  est i mat ed t hat  appr oxi mat el y 17,000 

adul t  I s sei  and some 38,000 Ni sei  r ead t he t wo sect i ons . Whi l e 

t he par t  r ead by t he l ar ger  gr oup was smal l er  i n s i ze, i t  was 

r egar ded by publ i sher s as pot ent i al l y pr oduct i ve i n t he year s t o 

come � 
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j  An exami nat i on of  t he edi t o r i al s , col umns, and ar t i c l es 

of  opi ni on wr i t t en by bot h I ssei  and Ni sei  i n al l  t hr ee dai l i es 

over  t he per i od of  f our  year s pr i or  t o out br eak of  war  r eveal s 

numer ous cont r adi ct or y a s ^e l j  as changi ng poi nt s of  vi ew among 

t hem. Gerrrr- iTiyf ñ̂qptí as**}. t wo di s t i nc t  phases mar k t he per i od. 

Prom J ul y 7, 1937, when J apanese and Chi nese t r oops c l ashed at  

Louki achow Br i dge i n Nor t h Chi na, br i ngi ng J apan's i nvasi on and 

t he st ar t  of  t he conf l i c t  i n t he Par  East  t hr ough J ul y two year s 

l at er  when t he Uni t ed St at es St at e Depar t ment  announced i nt ent  t o 

denounce and abr ogat e t he Tr eat y of  Tr ade and Commerce of  1911 

wi t h J apan, t her e i s f ai r l y cl ose cooper at i on bet ween bot h 

Engl i sh and J apanese sect i ons of  t he ver nacul ar  dai l i es . The J apa-

nese sect i ons f ed t he Engl i sh depar t ment s wi t h di spat ches f r om 

Tokyo. I t  was t aken f or  gr ant ed t hat  t he Ni sei  woul d be sym-

pat het i c t o J apan's cause agai nst  "bandi t - r i dden, chaot i c Chi na," 

and t hey wer e. The Engl i sh sec t i on's f unct i on i n t hi s per i od came 

t o be wel l  def i ned: (1) i nt er pr et  pr oper l y f or  Ni sei  t he t r ue al ms 

of  J apan i n her  ef f or t s t o es t abl i sh per manent  peace and j ust i ce 

i n Asi a and (2) hel p t he "Amer i can newspaper s" under st and t hi s 

poi nt  of  vi ew by gi v i ng t hem t he f ac t s , poi nt i ng out  t o t hem t hat  

t hey wer e bei ng "f l ooded wi t h cl ever  Chi nese pr opaganda." 

Prom somet i me i n August , 1939, af t er  Amer i can- J apanese 

t ensi ons had cul mi nat ed i n t he hi s t or i c announcement  of  t r eat y 

abr ogat i on, however , t he J apanese ver nacul ar  newspaper s of  Los 

Angel es began t o acqui r e char act er  t r ai t s of  a dual  per sonal i t y . 

The i deol ogi cal  gap bet ween J apanese and Engl i sh sect i ons , 

i mper cept i bl e at  f i r s t , gr adual l y wi dened unt i l , by f a l l  of  1941, 
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t he t wo depar t ment s wer e edi t or i al l y commi t t ed on di f f er i ng s i des 

of  two pot ent i al  bel l i ger ent s . The J apanese sect i ons had st uck 

by J apan, t he Engl i sh sect i ons had gone Amer i c an  ̂

I n t he ear l i er  per i od, mor eover , when t he I s sei  l eader shi p 

of  t he Sout her n Cal i f or ni a J apanese communi t y became over whel mi ngl y 

absor bed i n t he pr ogr ess of  J apan's "mi ss i on" I n Chi na. Ni sei  

i nt er est s cent er ed cl oser  t o home. Ref l ec t i ng not  onl y t hi s com-

par at i vel y det ached Ni sei  out l ook but  al so t he i nf l uences of  t he 

l ar ger  Amer i can communi t y, t he Engl i sh edi t or s of  t he Raf u Shi mpo 

i n f a l l  of  1937, sever al  mont hs af t er  t he Chi na- J apan war  had 

s t ar t ed, publ i shed an edi t or i al  mi l dl y l ukewar m i n suppor t  of  

Tokyo. I t  was sei zed upon as bei ng "t oo neut r al " and even "pr o-

Chi nese" by publ i sher  Sei  F u j i ! of  t he Kashu Mai ni chi  who wr ot e a 

scat hi ng denunci at i on i n hi s J apanese sect i on but  omi t t ed a t r ans-

l at i on f r om hi s Engl i sh sec t i on. 

An al er t  Ni sei  r eader  and suppor t er  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo, 

wr i t i ng t o Publ i sher  H. T . Komai , i ncl uded a car bon copy of  a 

l et t er  he had sent  t o t he Kashu Mai ni chi  Publ i sher  Sei  F u j i i . 

Bot h l et t er s por t r ay t he r easoni ng pr ocesses of  many Ni sei  i n 

t hat  per i od: 

"Los Angel es , Cal i f or ni a 
Sept ember  19, 1937 

"Mr . T . Komai  
Publ i sher , Raf u Shi mpo 
104 Ho. Los Angel es St . 
Los Angel es , Cal i f . 

Dear  Mr . Komai : 

Al l ow me t o pr esent  a copy of  t he l et t er  whi ch I  
wr ot e t o Mr . Sei  F u j i i , publ i sher  of  t he J apan- Cal i f or ni a 
Dai l y News f or  your  per usal . 

Bancroft Libra«« 
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Wi l l  you be so k i nd as t o per mi t  your  Engl i sh 
edi t or  t o r ead i t  al so , so t hat  he may know t he danger s 
t o whi ch t he ni sei  i s conf r ont ed and t hus be bet t er  pre-
par ed f or  any undeser ved at t acks . 

I t  i s my pr i de as an Amer i can of  J apanese bl ood 
t hat  ar ouses me t o t ake t hi s act i on. I  bel i eve t hat  f or  
us n i s ei , we wi l l  benef i t  J apan many t i mes more by bei ng 
a l oyal  and r el i abl e good Amer i can. I  l ove J apan even 
t hough I  have never  seen t hat  count r y because i t  i s i n 
my bl ood and I  am conf i dent  t hat  deep down i n t he hear t s 
of  ever y ni sei  t hat  f eel i ng i s pr esent . Have f ai t h i n us 
and you can be assur ed t hat  t he ni sei  wi l l  be a cr edi t  t o 
bot h J apan and Amer i ca'. 

Thank you. 

Respect f ul l y your s, 

J ames Kazushi ge Ot ani ." 

wLos Angel es, Cal i f or ni a 
Sept ember  19, 1937 

t tMr . Sei  F uj i i  
Publ i sher , J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dai l y News 
339 East  Second St r eet  
Los Angel es, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Si r : 

F i r s t  of  a l l , I  am an Amer i can- bor n J apanese � a 
Ni s ei . 

Thanks t o my par ent s1 f or es i ght , I  know enough of  
t he J apanese l anguage t o r ead t he J apanese newspaper s and 
under st and i t  near l y as wel l  as I  do t he Engl i sh l anguage. 

My obj ect  i n wr i t i ng you i s t o obt ai n a r epl y t hr ough 
t he col umns of  your  Engl i sh page by publ i shi ng t hi s l et t er  
i n f ul l  i n or der  t o c l ar i f y a f ew t hi ngs t hat  I  and a l ar ge 
number  of  ni sei  woul d l i ke t o know. I  am t ol d t hat  you ar e 
an ar dent  advocat e of  Amer i can ' j us t i ce and f a i r  pl ay ! whi ch 
we ni sei  f eel  i s one of  t he gr eat  at t r i but es of  t he Amer i can 
peopl e. I  know you wi l l  agr ee wi t h me when I  say t hat  you 
have al ways boost ed t hat  f f ood Amer i can pol i cy f or  t he 
second gener at i on J apanese. 

I  was somewhat  s t ar t l ed by your  r ecent  out bur st  agai nst  
t he ni sei  and t he Engl i sh sect i on edi t or s of  your  r i val  
newspaper s i n whi ch you accused t hem of  bei ng * t r ai t or s t o 
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t he J apanese r ace1 and t hat  t hei r  at t i t ude as Amer i cans 
under  t he pr esent  ci r cumst ances was not  pr oper . You even 
accused t he edi t or s as "bei ng 'pr opagandi st s f or  t he Nanki ng 
gover nment .1 I  must  admi t  t hat  I  coul d not  agr ee wi t h you, 
al t hough I  f el t  t hat  i t  was wi t hi n your  per sonal  pr i v i l ege 
t o expr ess what ever  opi ni ons t o f i t  t he cont i ngency of  your  
newspaper  po l i cy . 

What  puzzl es me most  i s t he f act  t hat  you car r i ed t he 
at t acks ONLY i n J apanese and NOT a s i ngl e wor d i n your  
Engl i sh page. May I  be per mi t t ed t o ask you WHY? Of  cour se, 
t he i s sei  r eader s of  your  newspaper  wer e st ar t l ed and some 
even f el t  al ar med�t hat  i s , t hose who have no knowl edge 
what ever  of  t he n i s ei ' s t r ue pos i t i on. Why di dn't  you di r ect  
your  war ni ngs di r ect l y and squar el y bef or e t he ni sei  publ i c� 
t hr ough t he medi um of  your  Engl i sh pages? Or  wer e you seek-
i ng t hat  vai n gl or y of  an appl ause f r om t he i s sei  al ar mi st s� 
a gr andst and pl ay, so t o say. I n ot her  wor ds, i t  was not  
i nt ended f or  t he ni sei  publ i c . 

I  al so r ead t hat  ver y c l ass i c comment  of  your s i n whi ch 
you br ought  your  t i r ades t o a cl ose by i nf er r i ng t hat  because 
of  your  't i mel y advi ce' t her e has been a sudden 'change i n 
at t i t ude' by t he ni sei  i n gener al  and t he Engl i sh sect i on 
edi t or s i n par t i cul ar . Y es , t hat  must  have i mpr essed a f ew 
of  your  f anat i c f o l l ower s , no doubt . But  f or  t he ni s ei , 
l i ke mysel f , i t  i s di sappoi nt i ng t o di scover  t hat  a man of  
your  posi t i on and i nf l uence shoul d bet r ay hi s ver y own peopl e 
when t hey need hi m most  i n such c r i t i c al  t i mes as t hese. I t  
i s al l  t oo evi dent  t hat  you had r esor t ed t o t he i nsi di ous 
t r i ck of  usi ng t he ni sei  as a t ool  f or  t he advancement  of  
your  per sonal  gl or y as t he expense of  sac r i f i c i ng al l  t he 
ef f or t s made by our  el der s and our sel ves t o secur e f or  
our sel ves a st r onger  assur ance of  our  f ut ur e as RELI ABLE 
c i t i zens of  Amer i ca'. I f  t her e i s anyone who i s so adept  at  
t r i cker y so s i mi l ar  t o t hat  of  t he Chi nese pr opagandi st s I  
have yet  t o f i nd one t hat  coul d excel  your s . 

However , i t  may i nt er est  you t o know t hat  i t  was onl y 
t hr ough t he comedy of  t he s i t uat i on whi ch you cr eat ed t hat  
f i nal l y pr ompt ed me t o wr i t e t hi s l et t er . 

I  r ef er  t o your  Engl i sh sect i on edi t or i al  of  Sunday, 
Sept . 19 on THE NI SEI  STAND ON THE WAR i n whi ch your  ver y 
own Engl i sh Edi t or  has seen f i t  t o suppor t  t he ni sei  
»neut r al i t y ' whi ch you so vi gor ousl y opposed and 'di c t at ed' 
t o your  r i v al  Engl i sh edi t or s i n your  mal i c i ous cr usade. 

Ei t her  you ar e i gnor i ng t he pr over b of  t he men i n t he 
gl ass house t hr owi ng r ocks at  ot her  peopl e OR you ar e 
del i ber at el y pur sui ng a doubl e- f aced pol i cy and t hus bet r ay-
i ng bot h t he ni sei  as wel l  as your  i s sei  r eader s . 
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I  shal l  ant i c i pat e t he cour t esy of  a r epl y i n t he 
pages of  your  Engl i sh sect i on at  an ear l y dat e � wi t h t he 
f ul l  t ext  of  t hi s l et t er . I nc i dent al l y I  am sendi ng a copy 
of  t hi s l et t er  t o t he Raf u Shi mpo and t he Sangyo Ni ppo f or  
t hei r  r ef er ence. 

Hopi ng t hat  you wi l l  c l ar i f y t he whol e s i t uat i on f or  
t he wel f ar e of  a l l  concer ned. 

Your s t r ul y , 

J AMES KAZUSHI GE OTANI " 

The l et t er  was never  publ i shed i n any of  t he t hr ee publ i ca-

t i ons ; i t  was f i l ed i n t he r ecor ds of  t he publ i sher  of  t he Raf u 

Shi mpo. I t  was i gnor ed by Sei  F uj i  i  of  t he Kashu Mai ni chi  and 

appar ent l y over l ooked by t he Sangyo Ni ppo. I t  was, f or  one t hi ng, 

har dl y a t ypi cal  l et t er  r ef l ec t i ng aver age Ni sei  t hi nk i ng. I t  had 

t he ear mar ks of  havi ng been hat ched i n some ver nacul ar  dai l y ' s 

Engl i sh sect i on o f f i c e. J ames Kazushi ge Ot ani , s i gner  of  t he 

l et t er , wr ot e i n I t  t hat  he coul d r ead and under st and J apanese as 

wel l  as Engl i sh. Most  Ni sei  coul d not  r ead J apanese. 

On t he f ace of  t he r ecor d, however , i nconsi st enci es i n news 

and edi t or i al  pr esent at i on wer e not  pecul i ar  t o any one of  t he 

t hr ee ver nacul ar  dai l i es , but  r at her  t o al l  of  t hem. Nor  wer e 

t hey conf i ned t o t he J apanese sec t i on, f or  t hey cr op up t i me and 

t i me, agai n i n t he Engl i sh sect i ons as wel l . 

L By 1941 t he edi t or s of  t he Engl i sh sect i ons had grown i nt o 

t he convi ct i on t hat  t he Amer i can- bor n Ni sei  woul d f ar  e bet t er  

by di ssoc i at i on f r om t hei r  ear l i er  r ol e of  "spokesmen" and 

"i nt er pr et er s" of  J apan t o t he Uni t ed St at es . The r ecor d of  

Engl i sh sect i on I nconsi st enci es i n t he t r eat ment  of  Amer i can-

J apanese i nt er nat i onal  r el at i ons r eveal s t he pai nf ul  pr ocesses 

r  "Tr " 
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by whi ch t he Ni sei  wer e t o di scover  t hat  t he s i no- J apanese 

"I nc i dent " of  J ul y 7, 1937, woul d event ual l y er upt  i nt o t he 

Amer i can- J apanese War  of  December  7, 1941. / 

Comment i ng upon hopes f or  i mpr oved r el at i ons bet ween 

Washi ngt on and Tokyo, one of  t he Engl i sh edi t or s of  t he Kashu 

Mai ni chi , under  a headl i ne "New Deal  i n Nl pponese- U.S. Rel at i ons 

For eseen f or  F ut ur e," wr ot e i n 1935: 

"Under neat h t he mass of  pr opaganda whi ch has been 
pi l i ng up wi t h sur pr i s i ng r ap i d i t y . . . . t he pr obl em f aci ng 
Washi ngt on, D.C. i n t he Or i ent  i s becomi ng gr adual l y one 
l ess per pl exi ng t han once seemed 

. ."The Manchoukuo- Ni pponese expedi t i on i nt o t he Chahar  
r egi on, whi ch f or  a t i me has br ought  J apan's ac t i v i t i es 
on t he As i at i c mai nl and once more bef or e t he l i mel i ght  
of  i nt er nat i onal  scr ut i ny and at t ent i on, has ser ved more 
t o c l ear  up mi sunder st andi ngs bet ween Tokyo and Washi ngt on 
and es t abl i sh r el at i ons on a sounder  and more r eal i s t i c 
bas i s . 

"Whi l e Washi ngt on deni es any i nt ent i on of  di savowi ng 
t he St i mson doct r i ne i nvol vi ng t he non- r ecogni t i on of  
pol i t i cal  st at es est abl i shed by f or ce, t he t endency of  
t he pr esent  admi ni st r at i on has been t owar d an act i ve 
pol i cv i n suppor t  of  i t . For  whi l e Amer i ca, wi t h i nt er est s 
onl y one t ent h as gr eat  as Br i t ai n's i n t he Or i ent  has been 
bear i ng t he br unt  of  t he r espons i bi l i t y f or  t r y i ng t o bl ock 
J apanese ai ms, her  r el at i ons wi t h J apan have suf f er ed t o 
her  di sadvant age as wel l  as t o Ni ppon's . 

"The pr i nc i pl e of  t he St i mson doct r i ne i s one based 
upon hi gh mor al  gr ounds, but  t he f act  t hat  i t  was enunci at ed 
at  a t i me when i nt er nat i onal  r el at i ons bet ween t he two 
count r i es woul d have f ar ed bet t er  on a pr act i cabl e bas i s 
undoubt edl y account s f or  t he at t i t ude of  t he pr esent  
Washi ngt on gover nment . For  Washi ngt on i s becomi ng mor ewl  

pr act i cal  i n t he conduct  of  Amer i can f or ei gn r el at i ons . 

Some s i x year s l at er , t he same edi t or i al  wr i t er , vi ewi ng 

wi t h mi sgi vi ngs t he pr i nt ed r ecor d of  ear l i er  year s i n hi s 

1 # The Kashu Mai ni chi  Engl i sh Sect i on, Sunday, J an. 3, 1935, 

page 1, co l s . 6, 7, 8. 
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i nt er pr et at i on of  i nt er nat i onal  po l i t i c al  event s , wr ot e i n t he 

Raf u Shi mpo edi t o r i al  col umn on Oct ober  19, 1941: 

"Secr et ar y of  War  Henr y St i mson has asked Amer i can-
bor n J apanese f o r  an al l - out  sever ance of  t i es wi t h J apan. 

"You ar e ei t her  an Amer i can or  you ar e no t . Ther e 
i s no mi ddl e of  t he r oad f or  any of  us t oday . 

"Occas i on f o r  hi s message i s t he War  Depar t ment 's 
pr oposed amendment  t o t he Nat i onal i t y Act  whi ch wi l l  
c l ar i f y t he dual  c i t i zens hi p pr obl em. 

"Dual  c i t i zens hi p among t he ni s ei  has no j us t i f i c a-
t i on, mor al , l egal , or  ot her wi se. I f  and wher e i t  ex i s t s , 
l e t ' s get  r i d of  i t  i mmedi at el y. 

"Amer i can- bor n J apanese have wel comedSt i mson1s 
message. 

"As a mat t er  of  f ac t , t hey have been year s ahead of  
hi m as f ar  as t hei r  dec i s i on t o be l oyal  Amer i cans. 

" I f  act i on speaks wi t h any aut hor i t y , t hei r  r ecor d 
i n ever y f i e l d of  endeavor  pr oves t hei r  qual i f i c at i ons 
f or  Amer i cani sm i n t he hi ghest  sense. 

"Two t housand of  t hei r  number  now ser ve i n t he U . S . 
Ar my, f ai t hf u l l y wi t h t he convi c t i on t hat  t hey ar e ever y 
bi t  a par t  of  Amer i ca. They ar e not  bl i nd t o t he i mmi nent  
pos s i bi l i t y t hat  J apan may be t he count r y agai ns t  whi ch 
t hey shal l  bear  t hei r  ar ms. 

"Despi t e an occas i onal  hyst er i a- monger  or  f or ei gn 
pr opagandi s t , t he t r ut h i s t hat  Amer i can- bor n J apanese 
ar e doi ng t hei r  l evel  bes t  t o be good Amer i cans. 

"i t  t akes more t han ni s ei  ef f or t  al one, however , t o 
achi eve l as t i ng r es ul t s . 

"i t  r equi r es a bet t er  under st andi ng of  t hei r  posi -
t i on and an accept ance of  t hei r  l oyal t y t o Amer i ca by t he 
3a vast  body of  f el l ow Amer i cans. 

"I t  cal l s f o r  an end t o unwar r ant ed wi t ch- hunt i ng, 
t o per s i s t ent  c al l s f or  r ace- bai t i ng and hyst er l a- monger i ng 

"I n anot her  sense i t  means t hat  t he ol der  gener at i on 
of  Amer i cans of  Eur opean descent , who compr i se t he Amer i can 
maj or i t y , ought  t o t ake t he l ead i n ext endi ng a gui di ng 
hand t o t hese new Amer i cans i n pr ocess . 

Bancroft  LfbrafJ? 

k 
ZTTTT T̂ 
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"I t  means t hat , i nst ead of  adopt i ng pol i c i es of  
di scr i mi nat i on agai nst  t he ni sei  'because you'r e a 
J ap, f  more enl i ght ened at t i t udes of  accept ance as 
Amer i cans ought  t o be adopt ed, 

"i t  i mpl i es t hat  when Secr et ar y St i mson cal l s 
pr oper  at t ent i on t o s i gns of  dual  al l egi ance among 
t he n i s ei , one means of  i nspi r i ng an end t o t he si t u-
at i on woul d be t o al so cal l  at t ent i on t o t he pr oven 
l oyal t y of  ot her  n i s ei . 

f l I n a wor d, t her e i s a r espons i bi l i t y r es t i ng on 
t he shoul der s of  ALL AMERICANS t oday. 

"We ar e s t r i v i ng f or  a nat i onal  uni t y i n t he 
gr eat est  c r i s i s we have ever  f aced as a nat i on. 

"We can wel l  af f or d to expend s t i l l  gr eat er  
ef f or t  t o i ncl ude al l  r esi dent s i nt o t he c i r c l e of  
l oyal  Amer i cans. Tr eat  a man as a l oyal  Amer i can, 
he wi l l  r espond and act  as o ne."l  

I n t he same Oct ober  19, 1941, edi t i on of  t he Raf u Shi mpo 

Engl i sh Sect i on, on t he f r ont  page, appear s a f eat ur e ar t i c l e 

emphasi zi ng a poi nt  of  vi ew t o whi ch t he Ni sei  gener al l y had 

at t ached t hemsel ves: 

"Thi s i s A m e r i c a l  

"I N LOS ANGELES a r ecent  i nduct i on cent er  br ought  
out  t hi s r ac i al  mi xt ur e: (1. t o r . ) Fr ont  r ow�Ar nol d Lewi n, 
Swi ss ; Maur i ce Kameni er , Fr ench; J ames Mess i na, I t al i an; 
Second r ow�Ben Bal di , I t al i an; Ki yoshi  Qda, J apanese; Al ex 
Mechi kof f , Russ i an; Adol f  Meyer , Ger man; Thi r d Row�Wal t er  
Henr yson, Swedi sh; Abr aham St one, J ewi sh; Bi l l  Comer f or d, 
I r i s h; Roy Scot t , Negr o. 

"I NTO THE RACI AL MELTI NG POT, as Amer i cans devot ed 
t o a s i ngl e l oyal t y and set t i ng t he r ecor d f or  havi ng t he 
l ar gest  pr opor t i on of  vol unt eer s i n r at i o t o t hei r  t ot al  
number  ar e t he young men of  J apanese ancest r y. Appr oxi mat el y 
2000 Amer i can- J apanese have been I nduct ed and now ser ve t he 
St ar s and St r i pes . 

"THEI R RECORD I S GOOD, t hei r  mor al e hi gh. Thei r  
vol unt eer i ng has been a spont aneous demonst r at i on of  t hei r  
f ai t h i n, and l oyal t y t o , t he i nst i t ut i ons of  Amer i ca. 

1. The Raf u Shi mpo Engl i sh Sect i on, Sunday, °c t . 19, 1941, P&S« 4 

co l s . 1 / / . Bot h t hi s edi t or i al  and t he Kashu Mai ni chi  ar t i c l e 
of  1935 wr i t t en by Togo Tanaka. 
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"THE J APANESE AMERICAN CI TI ZENS LEAGUE, r epr esent i ng 
150 000 Amer i cans of  J apanese ext r act i on and t hei r  par ent s , 
subscr i bes s i ncer el y t o t he bel i ef  and f ai t h t hat  Amer i ca i s a 
l and of  but  one peopl e gat her ed f r om many count r i es . 

"AT THE ALTAR OF AMERI CA, we have swor n our sel ves t o 
a s i ngl e l oyal t y . We have bound our sel ves t o sacr i f i ce and 
st r uggl e, t o pl an and wor k f or  t hi s l and. We have gi ven t hat  
we may gai n, we have sur r ender ed t hat  we may have v i c t or y . 
We have t aken an oat h t hat  t he wor l d wi l l  have a chance t o 
know how much good can be gat her ed f r om al l  count r i es and how 
sol i d i n i t s st r engt h, how wi s e, how f er t i l e i n i t s y i el d, how 
l as t i ng and sur e i s t he l i f e of  a peopl e who ar e one. 

i  I n t he edi t or i al  behavi or  of  t he Engl i sh sect i ons of  t he 

Los Angel es ver nacul ar  dai l i es dur i ng t he decade pr ecedi ng Pear l  

Har bor , t her e ar e cer t ai n mar ked t r ends whi ch, upon exami nat i on, 

may be t r aced t o t he f act  t hat  Ni sei  wr i t er s , l i ke Ni sei  gener al l y , 

wer e i n t he pr ocess of  (1) bei ng weaned away f r om I s sei  pat t er ns 

of  behavi or  and t hi nk i ng or  (2) I mbued wi t h t hem, wer e l ooki ng 

t owar d J apan f or  t hei r  f ut ur e. I n t hi s anal ys i s , at  any r at e, 

one di scover s an expl anat i on f or  the posi t i on t aken by al l  

Engl i sh edi t or s , al most  wi t hout  except i on, i n t he mi d- t hi r t i es . 

The cont r adi ct or y nat ur e of  t hi s posi t i on may be descr i bed by 

poi nt i ng out  t hat  t he r ecor d shows most  Ni sei  wr i t er s and edi t or s 

made some posi t i ve ef f or t s t o i dent i f y the second gener at i on as 

Amer i cans. Thi s was a consci ous ef f o r t . I t  was an i ns i st ent  

message t hat  soon dr owned out  ever y ot her  theme i n t he edi t or i al  

mi l l . But  whi l e pr ocl ai mi ng t he Amer i can c i t i zenshi p of  t he 

Ni sei , most  Engl i sh edi t or s of  t he mi d- t hi r t i es seem t o have 

unconsci ousl y i dent i f i ed Ni sei  i nt er est s and wel f ar e wi t h t he 

po l i t i cal  f or t unes of  J apan. > 

^h e r e was not hi ng har mf ul  i n t hat  s i t uat i on so l ong as 

one accept ed t he pr evai l i ng vi ew t hat  t he Ni s ei 's mi ssi on i n l i f e 

was to pr oper l y i nt er pr et  J apan to t he Uni t ed St at es , and vi ce-

ver sa, and t her eby bui l d t hat  "br i dge of  f r i endshi p and under -
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st andi ng" acr oss t he Pac i f i c . Not hi ng shor t  of  war  bet ween 

Amer i ca and J apan coul d t ur n such a posi t i on t o di sas t er , I t  was 

r easoned. 

Some i ns i ght  I nt o t he at t i t udes and t hi nk i ng of  ar t i cul at e 

Ni sei  can be gai ned by a r e- r eadi ng of  t he numer ous ar t i c l es on 

Amer i can- J apanese r el at i ons I n I ssues of  t he Engl i sh sect i on f or  

t he t en- year  per i od bef or e Pear l  Har bor  ̂ Di sser t at i ons whi ch 

sought  t o j us t i f y t he J apanese mi l i t ar y I nvasi on of  Chi na ar e not  

I nf r equent . One ent hus i ast i c cont r i but or , appar ent l y a col l ege 

f r eshman who had por ed over  hi s Amer i can hi st or y l essons, pr o-

duced a vehement  denunci at i on of  Chi nese bandi t r y and dr ew t he 

anal ogy bet ween Amer i can conquest  of  t he West  and J apanese conquest  

of  Manchur i a. Anot her  sel f - def ens i vel y c r i t i c i zed U. S . ac-

qui s i t i on of  t er r i t or y by f or ce of  ar ms; t he c r i t i c i sm, however , 

was di r ect ed l ess agai nst  t he use of  armed mi ght  t o gai n t he 

t er r i t or y t han i t  was agai nst  Amer i can condemnat i on of  J apanese 

ut i l i zat i on of  t he same means, 

¿ f i n t he Engl i sh edi t i on of  F r i day, December  24, 1937, t he 

Raf u Shl mpo's cont r i but or  of  po l i t i cal  comment , Masar u Ogawa, 

wr i t es i n a vei n al most  char act er i s t i c of  Ni sei  f eel i ng about  t he 

t r oubl ed wor l d s i t uat i on. A Los Angel es- bor n Ni sei  who went  f r om 

t he c i t y publ i c school s t o t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a at  Los 

Angel es , Ogawa t r od t he pat h t hat  most  Ni sei  col l egi ans f ol l owed 

except  t hat  he t ur ned I n a f ar  bet t er - t han- aver age per f or mance 

al ong t he way. But  l i ke ot her  Ni s ei , he t oo f ound hi msel f  at  

t he cr ossr oads upon gr aduat i on. At  U . C . L . A . , as a maj or  I n 
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po l i t i cal  sc i ence, he had achi eved schol ast i c di s t i nc t i on by r e-

cei v i ng member shi p i n PI  Gamma Mu, Phi  Bet a Kappa, and Pi  Si gma 

Al pha, He had been edi t or  of  t he Bel mont  Hi gh School  Sent i nel  i n 

hi s pr ep school  days . He had t wo ambi t i ons, j our nal i sm and 

po l i t i c s . The onl y chi l d of  par ent s who had bot h t he means and 

i nt ent i ons of  r et ur ni ng t o J apan, he had acqui r ed a bet t er - t han-

aver age Ni sei  knowl edge of  t he J apanese l anguage. Fol l owi ng com-

pl et i on of  under gr aduat e wor k at  U . C . L . A . , Ogawa t r avel l ed east -

war d t o t ake hi s Mast er 's degr ee i n po l i t i c al  sc i ence at  Col umbi a 

Uni ver s i t y , Fr om New Yor k, he wr ot e r egul ar l y f or  t he Raf u Shi mpo.l  

Hi s obser vat i ons no doubt  wer e i nf l uenced by hi s cl assr oom wor k , 

yet  t hey seemed t o expr ess st udi ed at t empt s t o be obj ect i ve about  

Amer i can- J apanese r el at i ons . I n many r espect s t hey wer e t ypi cal  

of  Ni sei  at t i t udes of  t he day . Under l yi ng al l  comment  I n t he 

Engl i sh sect i on pr ess of  t he t i me appear s, I n more or  l ess degr ee, 

an I mpl i cat i on or  assumpt i on t hat  t he Ni sei  at  l east  shoul d have 

some under st andi ng of  and sympat hy f or  J apan1s st ake i n t he Far  

East  � 

Ogawaf s st or y i n a sense became symbol i c of  t he f ai l i ngs 

of  Amer i can democr acy among t hose Ni sei  newspaper men who knew hi m 

i nt i mat el y. Af t er  over  15 year s of  cont i nuous exposur e t o an 

Amer i can upbr i ngi ng and publ i c school  educat i on, f r om t he poi nt  

of  achi evement  of  a Mast er 's degr ee i n po l i t i cal  sc i ence f r om 

Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y , t hi s Los Angel es- bor n Ni sei  deci ded t o seek 

hi s f ut ur e and hi s l i f e ' s car eer  i n J apan. The par ent al  f act or  

l oomed l ar ge, of  cour se; but  I n t he l ast  anal ys i s a deep- seat ed 

bel i ef  t hat  t he bar r i er s of  r ace woul d f or ever  bl ock hi m f r om a 
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car eer  i n ei t her  of  t he t wo goal s he had set  f or  hi msel f  t ur ned 

hi m t owar d J apan. "When I  l eave t he Uni t ed St at es ," he wr ot e t  

t he edi t or  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo once, " I  t hi nk i t  wi l l  be wi t h 

t he f i r m i nt ent i on of  becomi ng a J apanese c i t i zen . " Thi s was 

shor t l y af t er  he had submi t t ed t he f ol l owi ng ar t i c l e f or  t he 

1937- 38 Hol i day edi t i on of  t he Raf u Shi mpo: 

" S h a r p C l a s h A m o n g 
W o r l d P o w e r s S e e n 
I n D i p l o m a c y o f  »37 

By MASARU OGAWA 

"The year  1937 has pr oved a ver y t r yi ng one f r om t he 

po l i t i cal  poi nt  of  v i ew. I nceed, 1937, as i t  passes i nt o 
hi s t or y , mi ght  have been t he t ur ni ng poi nt  of  wor l d po l i t i c s . 

"One of  t he most  i mpor t ant  event s , i n t he passi ng year , 
as f ar  as t he publ i c was concer ned, was t he Si no- J apanese 
conf l i c t  and t he abor t i ve r est or t  t o t he Ni ne- Power  Pact  f or  
i t s set t l ement . Of  f ar  gr eat er  s i gni f i cance, however , was 
t he f ocusi ng of  t he i ssue as bet ween t he "Tokyo- Ber l i n- Rome" 
Axi s and t he r et ur n t o t he pr e- war  pr act i ces of  secr et  
di pl omacy and bal ance of  power . 

"The year  opened i nauspi c i ous l y enough wi t h war  i n 
Spai n; Ger many demandi ng her  »pl ace i n t he s un1; and wi t h 
Chi na pr epar i ng war  on J apan. Wi t h wor l d at t ent i on r i vet ed 
upon t he conf l i c t  i n Spai n, f ew wer e t he peopl e cogni zant  
of  t he gr owi ng mi l i t ar i sm of  Chi na under  t he younger  gener al s . 

"The s i gni f i cance of  t he ki dnapi ng i n December  of  l ast  
year  of  Chai ng Kai - shek and hi s subsequent  r el ease on condi t i on 
of  a war  on J apan and compr omi se wi t h t he Chi nese Communi st s 
was mi ni mi zed by t he pr ess of  t he wor l d. I n J anuar y, Chang 
Hsueh- l i ang, capt or  of  Chi ang, was summar i l y t r i ed and r el eased 

11 And t he wor l d shoul d have known t hat  a conf l i c t  was 
i nev i t abl e. 

"A new spi r i t  has been bor n of  t he Chai ng k i dnappi ng," 
dr i l l i ng f or  war , war  on J apan. I n J ul y , Chi na t hought  she 
was r eady, and t he Mar co Pol o "br i dge" i nc i dent  i s now hi s t or y . 

"I n cont r ast  t o t hi s hyst er i cal  war  pr epar at i on i n Chi na 
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wer e t he sagaci ous at t empt s of  J apan t owar d conc i l i at i on wi t h 
t he Chi nese. Wi t h t he f al l  of  t he Hi r ot a Cabi net  over  an I mpasse 
on t he'budget  b i l l , Gener al  Ugaki  was named Pr emi er - desi gnat e. 
Hi s f ai l ur e t o f or m a cabi net  saw Gener al  Hayashi , a moder at e, 
headi ng t he new gover nment . Thi s was i n t he wani ng days of  
J anuar y. The di ssol ut i on of  t he Lower  House and t he pr or ogui ng 
of  t he Upper  House by Hayashi  br ought  on t he Apr i l  30 el ect i ons 
whi ch r esul t ed i n a compl et e v i c t or y f or  t he po l i t i c al  par t i es 
and as f ar  as t he pol i cy t owar ds Chi na was concer ned, one of  
conc i l i at i on. 

"When Pr i nce Konoye t ook over  t he gover nment  af t er  t he 
r es i gnat i on of  Hayashi  on J une 3, ever yt hi ng was poi nt i ng t owar ds 
happi er  r el at i ons wi t h Chi na. Thr oughout  J apanese po l i t i cal  
c i r c l es , des i r e was bei ng expr essed f or  a f i nal  r appr ochment  
wi t h t he Chi nese. Thi s i n f ace of  a gr owi ng desi r e of  mi l i t ar y 
Chi nese of  Chi na f or  war . Unpr epar ed and sur pr i sed wer e t he 
J apanese at  t he pr ovocat i ons of  t he t hor oughl y ar oused and over -
conf i dent  Chi nese mi l i t ar i s t s . 

"The pr ogr ess of  t he war  pr oved Chi nese opt i mi sm unf ounded. 
The f al l  of  Shanghai  and Nanki ng and t he r out  of  t he Chi nese 
ar mi es f r om Nor t h Chi na have capt ur ed t he headl i nes f or  t he past  
s l x mont hs� 

"Gr owi ng out  of  t he conf l i c t  i n Chi na came t he Ni ne- Power  
Conf er ence whi ch convened i n Br ussel s , under  t he di r ect i on of  
t he League of  Nat i ons , i nspi r ed by t he now- famous Chi cago 
Speech of  Pr esi dent  Roosevel t  i n whi ch 'a quar ant i ne' was pro-
posed on t he 't en per  cent ' by t he peace- l ovi ng 'ni net y- per cent  
of  t he wor l d. 

"Unabl e t o i nduce J apan t o at t end, and t hus doomed bef or e 
t he f i r s t  del egat e had t aken hi s s eat , t he Br ussel s conf er ence 
dr agged on f or  t hr ee mi ser abl e weeks and pr oduced onl y a mi l d 
r ebuke t o J apan bef or e i t  di ssol ved i t sel f  bef or e t he r i di cul e 
of  a pr act i cal  wor l d. 

"Thi s di pl omat i c f ar ce car r i ed on at  Br ussel s , a f ai l ur e 
as f ar  as t he accompl i shment  of  i t s pur pose was concer ned 
never t hel ess , may pr ove t o be one of  t he l andmar ks of  wor l d 

hi s t or y . 

"Out  of  I t  gr ew s i gni f i cant  event s . Of  gr eat  i mpor t  *as 
t he dr awi ng t oget her  of  J apan, Ger many, and I t al y , t hose nat i ons 
who woul d f xpand or  el se per i sh, i n a c l oser , more wel l - def i ned 

al l i anc e. 

"I t  was Br ussel s t hat  cut  t he l i ne cl ean ^ J 0 0 * , _ d 

n n n o g l : f f  f or ces i n wor l d po l i t i c s . Appeal s made t o t he so- cal l ed 
"democr acl es of  t he wor l d as agai nst  t he f asc i s t  count r i es and 
J apan! made t he l at t er  count r i es r eal i ze more c l ear l y t he 

Bancroft Library 
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essent i al i t y of  t hei r  uni t y of  ac t i on. Thus di d I t al y speak f or  
J apan and Germany at  Br ussel s . Thus was t he Ant i - Comi nt er n Pact  
ext ended t o i ncl ude I t al y i n t hose har r i ed days of  November . 
And f i nal l y was one of  t he cont r i but i ng f act or s t o x t a l y ! s 
dec i s i on t o qui t  t he League of  Nat i ons . 

"i ndeed as t he year  1937 goes i nt o hi s t or y , i t  wi l l  be r e-
member ed as a t r agi c year . The days of  t er r or  i n 1917 wer e 
r ecal l ed i n t he br ut al  pur ges i n Russ i a; Spai n i s s t i l l  engaged 
i n a r el ent l ess c i v i l  war ; Cent r al  Eur ope i s i n a st at e of  un-
cer t ai n ant i c i pat i on as Germany t hr eat ens t o spr ead her  wi ngs ; 
t he League of  Nat i ons has l ost  i t s l ast  vest i ge of  uni ver sal i t y; 
and i n t he Far  East  Chi na cont i nues her  f u t i l e , mi sgui ded 
r es i s t ance. 

"And i n t hi s scene of  i nt er nat i onal  chaos, t he shadow of  
secr et  di pl omacy i s agai n hover i ng over  t he capi t al s of  t he 
nat i ons . 

"Wi t h i nt r i gues and count er - i nt r i gues, wi t h secr et  al l i ances 
and count er - al l i ances, wi t h suspi c i ons and count er - suspi c i ons, 
wi t h f ear s and count er - f ear s, t he wor l d i s r api dl y bei ng di v i ded  ̂
up i nt o t hr ee ar med camps, gr oupi ng t hem a r bi t r ar i l y as democr acy, 
"communi sm," and "f as c i s m." 

"And al l  because i n 1937 t he wor l d was af r ai d, af r ai d as i n 
t he year s past  s i nce t he War , t o f ace t he bas i c pr obl ems, pre-
f er r i ng t o deal  wi t h ef f ec t s r at her  t han t hei r  causes. Nowher e 
i n t he post war  i nst r ument s f or  peacef ul  r el at i ons can be f ound 
pr ovi s i on f or  peacef ul  change. Nat i ons r i se and f a l l ; economi c 
needs become more s t r i ngent ; but  a po l i t i c al  s t r ai t j acket  has 
been appl i ed by t he sat i at ed nat i ons , pr event i ng t he gr owt h of  
ot her , l ess f or t unat e nat i ons . 

"The ef f ec t s of  t he necessi t y of  a nat i on have been condemn-
ed« t he causes of  t he necessi t y have not  been cons i der ed. And 
because of  t h i s , t he wor l d has f l ounder ed about  f or  anot her  
t wel ve mont hs, no near er  t he sol ut i on t o a happi er  r el at i on 
bet ween nat i ons , and i nf i ni t el y f ar t her  away. 

"Many have hai l ed t he »bal ance of  power 1 made def i ni t e by 
t he wi t hdr awal  of  I t al y f r om t he League of  Nat i ons as havi ng 
aver t ed a cer t ai n c l ash, but  a bal ance of  power  i s not  a sol ut i on. 
I t  mer el y post pones an i nevi t abl e c l ash. I t  makes t hat  c l ash 
so much more hor r i bl e. 

"I n t he po l i t i cal  sense t he year  1938 must  come t i p- t oei ng 
i n ever  so car ef ul  not  t o upset  t hat  del i cat e bal ance of  power  
now exi s t i ng. The most  dar i ng t i ght - r ope wal ker  never  f aced such 
a hazar dous t ask as t hat  whi ch f aces t he comi ng year  so del i cat e 
t he bal ance, a s l i p wi l l  mean dest r uct i on even more t er r i f y i ng 
t han t hat  of  t went y ay year s ago. 
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"But  !hope spr i ngs et er nal  i n t he human br east 1 and wi t h 
a chor d of  opt i mi sm, t he wor l d f aces the New Year , opt i mi sm  ̂
whi ch even t he f o i bl es and i nsani t i es of  nat i ons cannot  di m. 

An anal ys i s of  t hi s out st andi ng Ni sei  Engl i sh sect i on 

cont r i but or 's vi ews r eveal s wi t hout  quest i on an i dent i t y of  i n-

t er est s and sympat hy f or  t he o f f i c i al  J apanese posi t i on on t he 

"Chi na I nc i dent ." Thi s was t ypi cal  of  t he Engl i sh sect i ons of  

sout her n Cal i f or ni a i n 1938. 

Fur t her mor e, t he year s 1935- 40 wer e mar ked by t he depar t ur e 

f or  Tokyo of  sever al  Ni s ei , bot h edi t or s and wr i t er s who had 

est abl i shed some r eput at i on f or  communi ty l eader shi p. 

Geor ge Hi deo Nakamot o, as Engl i sh edi t or  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo 

unt i l  1936, was hi ghl y r egar ded i n L i t t l e Tokyo f or  bot h hi s cover -

age of  Far  East er n r epor t i ng and hi s edi t or i al  and col umn wr i t i ng. 

I n many r espect s , he was hel d t o be t he out st andi ng Ni sei  edi t or  

i n sout her n Cal i f or ni a i n 1936. Fr esno- bor n, he had st udi ed 

j our nal i sm at  Col umbi a Uni ver s i t y and had never  been t o J apan. 

However , at t endance at  J apanese l anguage school  and an apt i t ude 

f or  l anguage a»i  equi pped hi m wi t h a bi - l i ngual  vocabul ar y of  

more t han aver age pr opor t i ons. A bachel or  i n hi s ear l y t hi r t i es , 

he deci ded i n 1936 t o "see J apan." Oppor t uni t i es f or  a man of  

hi s abi l i t y wer e appar ent l y open t o hi m i n Tokyo. He r et ur ned, 

however , t o t he Uni t ed St at es and t he Raf u Shi mpo uncer t ai n as 

t o whet her  he woul d make hi s choi ce i n Tokyo or  Los Angel es f or  a 

per manent  car eer . A br i ef  t enur e of  newspaper  wor k f or  t he Domei  

J apanese News Agency at  Shanghai  had sour ed hi m on of f er s of  

wor k i n Chi na. I n 1939, however , af t er  r enounci ng hi s J apanese 

c i t i zenshi p and es t abl i shi ng hi msel f  as an Amer i can c i t i zen 
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wi t hout  dual  al l egi ance, he accept ed an of f er  of  a posi t i on as 

di r ect or  of  t he Nor t h Amer i can di v i s i on of  t he J apan Br oadcast i ng 

Cor por at i on (Radi o Tokyo). 

The f act or s whi ch ent er ed i nt o Nakamot o's dec i s i on t o 

st r i ke out  f or  a car eer  i n Tokyo appear ed t o hi s associ at es t o 

be di f f er ent  i n degr ee f r om t hose whi ch pr ompt ed Ogawa. Nakamot o, 

i t  seemed t o hi s f r i ends , woul d have been cont ent  t o r emai n i n 

Los Angel es as an Engl i sh edi t or  of  t he Raf u Shi mpo; t he f i el d, 

however , had become cr owded f or  hi m si nce hi s f i r s t  t r i p t o t he 

Par  Eas t . That  he had no i n i t i al  i nt ent i ons of  bur ni ng hi s 

br i dges behi nd hi m was ampl y i ndi cat ed by hi s ac t i on i n secur i ng 

hi s Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p. For  sever al  year s bef or e hi s 

l eavi ng t he Los Angel es Engl i sh sect i on scene, he had campai gned 

vi gor ousl y f or : (1) r enunci at i on of  dual  c i t i zenshi p by t he Ni sei  

i n f avor  of  s i ngl e Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p, (2) el i mi nat i on of  

such "unnecessar y" or gani zat i ons as t he J uni or  Kenj i n Kai  on t he 

gr ound t hat  t hey d i d not  mat er i al l y cont r i but e t o t he "Amer i can-

i zat i on" of  t he Ni sei , (3) act i ve par t i c i pat i on of  Ni sei  i n vot i ng 

and i n po l i t i cal  campai gns. 

Two among per haps a dozen Ni sei  of  sout her n Cal i f or ni a who 

had cont r i but ed t owar d t he maki ng of  Ni sei  opi ni ons and at t i t udes 

t hr ough t he Engl i sh sect i ons, Masar u Ogawa and Geor ge H. Nakamoto 

seemed t o r epr esent  at  t he t i me of  t hei r  sai l i ng f or  J apan t he 

f ul f i l l ment  of  unspoken wi shes of  many Ni sei  di s s at i s f i ed wi t h 

t hei r  l ot  i n Amer i ca. Ogawa enr ol l ed at  t he Tokyo I mper i al  

Uni ver s i t y , f ur t her i ng hi s st udi es and poi nt i ng hopef ul l y t owar d 
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a car eer  i n di pl omacy or , f ai l i ng t hat , newspaper  wor k. Nakamot o, 

ol der  and more exper i enced, assumed hi s dut i es wi t h Radi o Tokyo. 

The r eact i ons of  bot h men, somewhat  i n cont r ast i ng vei ns , ar e 

expr essed i n t hei r  cor r espondence f r om Tokyo dur i ng 1940. Ogawa, 

envel oped i n hi s cl assr oom wor k and t he compar at i vel y i sol at ed 

l i f e of  t he uni ver s i t y st udent  i n J apan, r epor t ed i n Sept ember , 

1940: 

w . . . . I  l ove t hi s count r y and i f  I  can f i nd a sui t -
abl e posi t i on af t er  my st udi es at  Tei dai  ar e over , shal l  
s t ay . I  say t hi s al t hough r eal i z i ng t hat  l i v i ng condi t i ons 
wi l l  become i ncr easi ngl y d i f f i c u l t . I f  t he peopl e her e 
bel i eve t hat  t he t er mi nat i on of  t he war  wi l l  mean t he end 
of  r es t r i c t i ons and pr i vat i ons , t hey ar e goi ng t o be 
t er r i bl y di sappoi nt ed. Thi s i s but  t he begi nni ng. I t  i s 
saf e t o pr edi ct  gr ave c r i ses i n t he ver y near  f ut ur e, but  
we ar e conf i dent  of  t he emer gence of  gr eat er  J apan and a 
gr eat er  East  As i a. My year  and sever al  months her e has 
gi ven me a new conf i dence i n J apan and because of  t hat  
conf i dence I  wi sh t o r emai n her e . . . I t  seems t o be a 
nat ur al  t endency among ni sei  mal es here- - to mar r y J apan-
br ed gi r l s . I t ' s not  t hat  ni sei  gi r l s ar e l ack i ng; we 
coul d name you a dozen 'o l d mi s s es , ' and dozens more who 
wi l l  qual i f y i n a year  or  t wo. I t ' s not  t hat  ni sei  gi r l s 
ar e l ess char mi ng or  mi nus beaut y. I t  i s man's des i r e t o 
confor m t o hi s envi r onment  and i t  i s t hat  cal cul at i ve 
geni us i n man t o t ake a woman t o enhance hi s oppor t uni t i es 
t o success . I t  i s t hat  man i s onl y secondar i l y a cr eat ur e 
of  r omance. Mar r i ages ar e made t o meet  t he r equi r ement s 
of  our  br ead and but t er . And most  cer t ai nl y , t o a ni sei  
man pl anni ng t o l i ve i n J apan, a J apanese f r au woul d be 
j ust  t he t hi ng. A ni sei  gi r l  wi t h a sound J apanese educa-
t i on woul d be t he i deal  mat ch f or  t he ni sei  man. But  
ni sei  gi r l s her e seem t o pr ef er  poundi ng on t he t ype-
wr i t e r . . . . A quest i on of t en asked of  us i n our  cor r es-
pondence wi t h Amer i cans i s , what  ar e t he J apanese t hi nki ng 
about ? To put  i t  c l ear er , what  ar e t he i nt el l ec t ual  cur r ent s 
i n J apan t oday? Wi t h a Gal l up pol l  t hat  woul d be easy t o 
answer . But  i n J apan t her e i s no ef f or t  nor  even a desi r e 
t o measur e publ i c opi ni on. What  t hen shoul d be our  c r i t er i a 
t o j udge i nt el l ec t ual  cur r ent s i n J apan t oday. Of  t he many 
t hat  coul d be suggest ed, l i t er ar y t r ends mi ght  pr ove t he 
most  accur at e. I n ot her  wor ds what  sor t  of  books ar e t he 
J apanese r eadi ng, and who are t he most  popul ar  wr i t er s? 
Today's best  sel l er s r ef l ec t  t hat  whi ch t he peopl e des i r e, 
f eel  and t hi nk . Ri ght i s t  wr i t er s ar e i ndi sput abl y popul ar , 
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and moder ni zed ver s i ons of  anci ent  J apanese wr i t i ngs are 
sel l i ng wel l . Among them ar e t he Tal es of  Genj i , Nl hon 
Shok i , and Ni ppon Gai shi . Advocat i ng a r et ur n t o t he 
pur i t y of  J apan's hi s t or i cal  pas t , t hi s school  of  wr i t er s 
i s v i ol ent l y opposed t o t he bondage of  occi dent al i sm; 
some ar e chauvi ni st s t o t he ext ent  of  bl i ndl y opposi ng 
ever yt hi ng wes t er n . . . . West er n books ar e bei ng wi del y 
t r ans l at ed, so much so t hat  compl ai nt  was r ecent l y l odged 
t hat  hast y t r ans l at i ons wer e l ower i ng t he st andar d of  
J apanese l i t er at ur e. Gone Wi t h t he Wi nd, Gr apes of  
Wr at h, The Year l i ng ar e r ecent  t r ans l at i ons whi ch have 
f ound gr eat  publ i c f a v o r . . . . " 

A f ew weeks l at er , f ol l owi ng t he s i gni ng of  t he Home-

Ber l i n - Tokyo mi l i t ar y t r eat y, Ogawa penned anot her  not e f r om Tokyo 

anal yzi ng t he event : 

"What ever  be, i t  i s cer t ai n t hat  J apanese Amer i can 
r el at i ons shal l  become i ncr easi ngl y s t r ai ned. The Amer i cans 
wi l l  have to admi t , however , t hat  a Ni pponese t i e- up wi t h 
Germany at  t hi s poi nt  i s ver y good pol i t i c s and i t  i sn't  
st abbi ng a f r i end i n t he back f or  Uncl e Sam bas pr oved 
hi msel f  anyt hi ng but  a f r i end dur i ng t he past  f ew year s . 

Geor ge Nakamot o's l et t er s , wr i t t en dur i ng t he same per i od, 

r ef l ect  a somewhat  di f f er ent  r eact i on t o t he new envi r onment . 

Wher eas Ogawa appear s t o have i dent i f i ed hi msel f  wi t h t he f or t une 

of  t he count r y f or  whi ch he had di scover ed a l ove, t he exper i ences 

of  t he f or mer  edi t or  of  t he Engl i sh sect i on, Nakamot o, wer e r e-

l at ed t hus: 

" . . . T h e wor k i s i nt er est i ng and t he f el l ows ar e r eal l y 
ver y f i ne. Qui t e a cont r ast  f r om t hat  damnabl e out f i t  at  
Shanghai . I  hope t o answer  your  l engt hy l et t er  af t er  I f j an 
separ at e an ar t i c l e I 'v e wr i t t en on my obser vat i ons of  t hi s 
count r y and t he peopl e t hat  make up J apan. One wi l l  be f or  
vour  pr i vat e consumpt i on and t he ot her  f or  pr i nt . I n 
subst ance, t he J apanese ar e a ver y di f f i c ul t  peopl e t o under -
s t and. . .not hi ng st r ange about  t he r est  of  t he wor l d di smi ss-
i ng them as i mpossi bl e. By t he way I  got  a l et t er  f r om t hat  
E l  Monte cor r espondent . Her  name j ust  s l i pped my mi nd out  
you know t he g i r l  t hat  al ways br i ngs i n a pi l e of  ads f r om 
San Gabr i el  Val l ey . She want ed t o know i f  she coul d get  a 
1ob at  Radi o Tokyo or  anywher e so t hat  she coul d r emai n her e 
wi t h her  mot her . I  t ol d her  t hat  l i f e woul d be much more 
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eas i er  and happi er  hack i n t he U. S . And t hat  goes f or  a l l  
t he r est  of  t he n i s ei . The Or i ent  wi l l  ever  be t he anci ent  
Eas t . They1r e put t i ng qui t e a bi t  of  st eam i n t he 2600 
year s of  J apan, but  I  t hi nk t hat  t he J apanese cer t ai nl y have 
t aken a heck of  a whi l e t o be what  t hey are now and s t i l l  
be so amazi ngl y def i c i ent . Maybe I 'm wr ong, but  I ' d r at her  
be wr ong t han l ose t hat  spar k of  o r i gi nal i t y , i n i t i at i ve, 
and t he or ner i ness t o r ef use al l  and any or der s wi t hout  
knowi ng what  i t ' s about . They cer t ai nl y have a syst em her e 
of  r egi ment at i on wi t h t he guys on t he t op r ung knowi ng not  
t he what s and wh y s . . . . 
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