[ijD‘Tﬁﬂ&?J q

Cheapt e?r: 1T I
POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS

In the largest and last pre-war Year
Book and Directory of the Southern California Japanese
population, published by the Rafu Shimpo, the first
four names headiing the list of "Organizations" appear
in the following order:

"Central Japanese Association
258 East 1lst st MU 1889

"Japanese Chamber of Commerce
117 N. San Pedro st MI 4181

"S.C. Japanese C. of C. & Ind.
100 S. Los Angeles st MI 4679

"Japanese American Citizens League
124 S. San Pedro st MU 8634"

The Year Book was the 1940-41 edition,
and this order of listing in a sense reflected the gen-
erally acknowledged prominence of these four leading
political organizations in community prest8ige and in-
fluence.

They were economic and social organiza=-
tions in some of their functional aspects too; but pri-
marily they were political}

In membership participation and financial
support, as well as leadership, the first three organi-
zations, the Central Japanese Association of America
(Beikoku Chuo Nihonjin Kai), the Japanese Chamber of Com=-
merce of Los Angeles (Rafu Nihonjin Kai), and Southern

1 Because they were the chief orgenized mediums of the
community 's contact with government.
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California dapaneéa Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(Nanka Shoko Kai Gisho) were almost exclusively Issei.
g‘%}, they 72Wﬁ?p:;se governinent’s con=
cern over the welfare of Japanese nationals resident in
the United States. Consequently, all three organizations,
by the nature of their origin, had become habituated to
looking to the aceredited representative of the Japanese
government-~the Consular official--for guidance and lead=-
ership.

The Japanese American Citizens League's
Los Angeles chapter, and its affiliated Southern Dist-
rict chapters, on the other hand, were entirely Nisei
in leadership and membership, though not yet altogether
in their financial support.

This three-to-one preponderance of Issei
influence among the four outstanding orgenizations was
symbolic of the balance of control between the two gener-
ations in the economic and social life of the community.
In the political sphere, however, there is room for ques-
tioning whether this ratio carried over in the same pro-
portion.

The common ground upon which all four
groups met and operated was certainly more economic in
nature than political. As between the three Issei orga-
nizations, there prevailed some stiff rivalry, overlapping
of activities, and the seemingly inevitable outecropping
of animosities between key individuals in each of the

groups. Theoretically, the Los Angeles Japanese Chamb;;r
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of Commerce was a participating group within the Cen-
tral Japanese Association of America. In some of their
activities, however, they seemed competitive. The
cleavage between the Central Association and the South-
ern California Japanese Chamber of Commerce and lndus-
try was more marked. The former was a dissenting off-
shoot of the latter. While the Central Association re-
tained the support and loyalty of the various Japanese
Agsoclations in the outlying areas, the Chamber was set
up to include in its membership principally those Japan=-
ese business firms engaged in the import-export trade.
The Nanka Shoko Kai Gisho never affiliated itself with
the Chuo Nihonjin Kai.

The Japanese, "Rafu Nihonjin Kai", trans-

lated literally, is "Los Angeles Japanese Association.”

Because it came into frequent contact with non-Japanese
groups, the Rafu Nihonjin Kai came to be known in Eng-
lish, as the "Los Angeles Japanese Chamber of Commerce."
It was one of the 21 such local associations which com-
prised the Central Japanese Association:

Gardena Valley Japanese Association
Garden Grove Japanese Assoclation
Guadalupe Japanese Association
lmperial Valley Japanese Association
Lompoc Japanese Association
Long Beach Japanese Association
Mdontebello Japanese Association
Orange County Japanese Association
Oxnard Japanese Association
Pasadena Japanese Association
Riverside Japanese Association
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Los
Angeles
San Bernardino County Japanese Ass'n




Smeltzer Japanese Association

Venice Palms Japanese Association

San Gabriel Valley Growers Association

Thermal Sangyo Doshi Kai

The combined resources of these groups,
drawing financial support from successful agricultural
operations as well as leading Japanese resident busi-
ness enterprises, made the Central Japanese Association
of America the most influential and important as well
as largest of all pre-war organizations in Southern Cal-

ifornia. The bulk of its real membership strength came

from non-ﬁrban areas where the agricultural, floricult-

ural and fishing interests were dominant. l1ts chief
urban participation came through the Japanese Chamber
of Commerce of Los Angeles.

The trade and business organizations which
spoke and acted for the economic interests of geograph-
ic areas in Central and Southern California maintained
working relationships with the Central Japanese Associ-
ation through delegated representatives.

A study of the names of the Executive Board
of the Central Jepanese Association on December 6, 1941,
offers some idea of this representation. Sixteen of
the eighteen Board members were lssei; the two Nisei
were the Executive Secretary (man) and an office secre-
tary (woman), both paid employees and technically with-
out voting power, though most actions taken by the board
dispensed with the formality of voting. The President

was a Los Angeles city resident, an Issel graduate of
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the University of Southern Californiea law school who
maintained what was referred to as a "law office" in
Little Tokio but who could not hang up his shingie as
en "Attorney-at-law" hecause aliens ineligible to cite
izenship were likewise ineligible for practise before
the bar. Of the four vice-presidents, one was the own-
er of a profitable chop suey business in d owntown Los
Angeles, another was a successful Orange County farmer,
a third was a Terminal Island hardware proprietor and
active in the fishing industry there, the fourth was a
well-to-=do produce shipper from Santa Maria Valley. One
of the two treasurers was proprietor of a Los Angeles
auto sales and service firm, the other was a well known
Montebello flower grower.

The five-man Advisory Board was composed
of a Guadalupe farmer who was reputed to be the largest
scale Japanese agriculturist in America (5000 acres in

lettuce alone), two more "law office" men, each of whom

had held down the presidency of the Central Association,
s

and two othersiwere publishers of daily Japanese-English

daily newspapers. The four auditors likewise represented
interests that f urther cut across both geographic and ec-
onomic interests of the population.

Like its 21 local units, the Central Japan=-
ése Association engaged in activities which seemed to be
primarily economic in motivation.

The early history of the "Nihonjin Kai"

is replete with instances of close control and assent
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to the bidding of the Consular office. In the twen-
ties, for instance, during the anti-Japanese politi-
cal campaigning which preceded national as well as
state legislation, the Japanese associations served

to keep the community in contact with the Japanese
government representative. TFor the problem in that
period was one involving, for the most part, alien
nationals. The Nisel were an insignificant, negligible
factor. By 1940, however, the picture had changed con=-
siderably.

How the Central Japane se Association,
and the Issei groups in general, came into conflict
with and worked out a pattern of relationships with
the Nisel organizations, particularly the politically
emerging Japanese American Citizens League in the year
preceding outbreak of war may be better understood
when discussed in terms of the economic life of the
population.

By 1940, the leadership of the Issei
groups had developed a new concept of Issei status in
America. Whereas, in the twenties and even mid-thir-
ties the prevailing viewpoint had been for Issel to
look upon themselves as sojourners in a land which e
denied by law the opportunity for them to become citi=-
zens, by 1940 the president of the Central Japanese
Agsoclation was issuing statements to fellow Isseil

through the press assuring them that the Department of

Justice of the united States would respect their rights
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as "permanent residents legally admitted". This was

interpreted by Issei newspaper editors aé meaning that

resident alien Japanese were better off than visiting
Japanese merchants such as mitsul representatives with
respect to protection from the American government. It
was intended for the most part to reassure parents of
grown Nisei offspring that, as fathers and mothers of
American citizens, they could look upon themselves as
citizens de facto if not de jure.

While one segment of Central Japanese Asso-
clation leadership, even in 1940, chose to spurn this
concept of "permanent residence" in a country where they
contended "even our children will never be anything bet-
ter than second-rate citizens" and preferred to assert
their reliance upon the protection of the Japanese gov-
ernment, there was current in the years before outbreak
of war a movement among some lLssei in Los Angeles to en-
list support for making alien Japanese parents of Ameri-
can citizens eligible for naturalization.

A primary factor in the rise of this concept
in Issei organization thinking appears to have been the
substantial gains in the economic life of Southern Cali-
fornia made by Issei leaders. As tensions between Japan
and America mounted, the successful Issei business man
or farmer faced the i prospects of converting his inter-
ests into transferrable form, taking his family and sail-
ing for Japan; the alternative was to stay on, and in
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most cases where Nisei members of the femily had reached
a stage where they could effectively make their wishes
known, they exercised an influence to remain in the Uni-
ted States. Most 1ssei, however, were in the position
of the man who had hardly the meams, much less the desire,
to return to Japan where possible means of making a live-
lihood were unknown factors. Orgenized political activ-
it y stemmed downward from the top where reposed the larg-
est accumulations of financial wealth among Southern Cal-
ifornia Japanese.

In dollars and cents, in numbers of families
dependent for livelihood, the production and dstribution
and sale of foodtsuffs was a primary occupation among
the group. The Central Japanese Assoeiation of America
drew its support from an area embracing approximately
65,000 Issei, Niseli. With the partial exceptions of Long
Beach, Los Angeles, Pasadena, the Association's consti-
tuency came largely from the truck farm belt running from
Santa Maria Valley in the north to Imperial Valley in
the south, touching the coastal fisheries from Monterey
down through Términal .island to San Diego.

The wholesale produce terminals of Los
Angeles, ranked in 1940 as second largest in the nation

after New York, offer a good index to show the top posi-
of importance

tion/of agriculsure and its related industries to the

people who belonged to and supported the Central Japanese
Association's affiliated organizations. It was similarly
important to some 249 different orgenizations within
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that area of Central and Southern California where these
operations centered.

The economic groupings in which Japanese
farmers, fishermen, floriculturists, produce distributors
and other business men were orgaenized were primarily Iss-
el, both in leadership and membership. They constituted
the most important source from which the Central Japanese
Association, in seeking to speak for the community, drew
its support.

The Issel community organization leadership
came almost entirely from this class, an employer groupe.
Nisei political leadership similarly reposed in the hands
of an employer-professional group.

Between the Japanese Chamber of Commerce of
Los Angeles, with its urban merchant constitutency, and
the larger Central Japanese Association reaching into
the most prosperous lsseli agricultural interests in South-
ern California, one finds a membership listing that cuts
across the economic structure of the entire Japanese pop=-
ulation.

In the raising of éur funds, competition
developed by 1940 between all four major political org-

anizations. Both the Chamber of Commerce and Central

Japanese Association worked'fairly closely together, with-

out overlapping campaigns. The Southern California Chamb-
er of Commerce and Industry, seeking to garmer financial
support as well as moral backing from as solid a group

of Little Tokio business interests as possible, found
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resistance crystallized around support for the rival
Japane se Chamber of Commerce and eventually it limited
itself to those firms engaged in trans-Pacific import-
export business.

Prior to 1941, the Japanese American Citizens
League seems to have been regarded as no threat in tap-
ping financial resources for organization activity. The
older, well-established Issei groups were solicitous,
paternal, cordial. When the J.A.C.L. began sending its
representatives to directly ask for budget contributions
from the same sources as the other organizations, and
began asking for substantial sums, noticeable coolness
set in.

There is evidence to support the belief that
through most of the early thirties, the Issei organi=-
zations regarded the J.A.C.L. as a useful arm of their
own respective bodies. There was close working cooper-
ation between the Nisei leaders and the Issei. Illustra-
tive is the following news item in t he "Pacific Citizen"
for January, 1938:

"LOS ANGELES--Includeding a resolution to help
promote the Japanese American Citizens League National
Convention to be held here this summer, the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce announced a ten-point program for the

current year.

"Several second generation were named for offip

cial positions at the meeting. Kiyoshi Okure was named

to be in charge of the publicity department, while Eiji
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Tanabe will be the head of social
a.ffairs.

"George Morey will head the
research group, and Kay Sugahara
haes been picked to head the foreign
trade division. Ken Matsumoto was
placed at the head of the promotion
group; Yoneo Arima, businesd and in-
dustries; and Shigemitsu Ando, agri-
culture.

"In addition to the resolution
to aid the JACL convention, the ten
point program includes a plan to
take active part in the drive for
building a Japanese Community Cen-
ter.
"The Chamber of Commerce ca-
binet is headed by Shunichi Murata
as the president.
"Consul Ichiro Ota was request-
ed to serve as advisor to the organ-
ization."l
Historically, the political organizations
of the Japanese community grew around the Japanese
Consular office. It enhanced the prestige of both
individuals and groups to be close to that office.
As late as 1939 and 1940, all three major Issel
organizations, and even the Japanese American Cit-
izens League on occasion, made it a practise to cur-
ry favor and maintain friendly relations with the
Consulate. Whenever the Consul changed, one or
all three Issei groups could be counted upon to throw

a banguet for both the departing and arriving offic--

ials. In disputes of a local nature, when the good

offices of either the Chuo Nihonjin Kai or Rafu Nihon-
jin Kal were found to be lacking in weight, the pres-
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tige of the Consulate could be counted upon as an
effective lever for settlement.

Two international events on the Pacific
in the late thirties stand out as milestones in the
relations between the major political organizations
of Little Tokio and the Japanese Consulate: (1) the
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese "Incident"™ on July 7,
1937, and (2) announcement of the abrogation of the
1911 Treaty of Trade and Commerce between the United
States and Japan, a declaration which came in summer
of 1939.

The first event definitely solidified
relationships of not only the Chuo Nihonjin Kai, Rafu
Nihonjin Kai, and Shoko & Kali Gisho, with the Consul-
ate, but brought into the picture the then emerging
J.A.C.L. The Nisei too, it was editorialized in the
daily language press and stressed by the Issei in the
home, had a mission in the conflict. While the Isseil
orgenizations mobilized their energies for action in-
tended to demonstrate their support of Jepan, Nisei
leadership injected a pattern of thinking which comp-
elled the younger generation to go down the line for
the same cause. In January of 1938, six months after

American newspaper headlines on the Far Eastern con-

fliet had developed a latent U.S. public sympathy for

China, a past president of one of the southern Calif-
ornia J.A.C.L. chapters was quoted in the Pacific Cit-
izen as saying:




"To date we have been either flound-
ering or else foding ourselves in the
belief that we were secure under our
birth right as American citizens. In
the past few months, we have had ample
occasion to realize our mistake. To
the majority of American people, we
are Japanese. And as such, their op-
inion of Japan and the Japanese, though
it may be formed through malicious po-
paganda and ignorance of the eastern
situation, is also directed against
the second generation. This injustice,
because it has touched every Nisel, has
helped to make us more conscious of our
position in relation to the environment
in which we live; and it is helping to
make each of us realize that to insure
ourselves against similar situations
in the future, we must cambine ourselves
in our efforts to make the people whose
nation, customs and civilization we have
adopted become conscious of our true

position.”" 1 '

This statement itself most nearly reflects the
public position of the national Japanese American Citi-
zens League; but at the chapter level, where Nisei leader=-
ship came under the influence, and frequently domination,
of local Issei leadership, the identification of both
generations with the cause of Japan was more marked.

Solicitation of funds, gathering of comfort
bags to be sent to Japanese soldiers, sponsorship of lec-
tures and programs to disseminate information about the
war in China and other related activities, encouraged in
degree by the Consular office, became the functionsg of
the Issei political groups reaching down through the var=-
ious social, economic, and religious orgenizations of the

community. In one of the largest Issei-owned business

firms in Los Angeles, the Three Star Produce Compapy, the

I The Pacrft'r. Crtraesn, Vo/ ¥ No./6 Tanvery /958
p-2c.
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suggestion that over 350 employees of the company be
organized in a savings club and Japanese war ponds
purchasing group reportedly was made by the Central
Japanese association; funds of the Mitsuhoshi Savings
Club (Three Star Savings Club) were deposited with one
of the Japgnese branch banks in Los Angeles.

The abrogation of the American-Japanese Trade
Treaty, announced six months in advance of its effective
date in Jenuary of 1940, affected Little Tokio political
leadership more at the Nisei level than at the Issei.
It was easier for the American citizens of Japanese anc-
estry to accept the possibility, however remote, that
the Sino-Japanese conflict might some day become the
American-Japanese conflict, than it was for the Jepanese
resident Issei, an alien ineligible to American citizen-
ship. A small segment of Nisei leadership in the J.A.C.L,m
by 1940 was beginning to accept this possibility in its
thinking. An inevitable conclusion drawn from this kind
of thinking was that it could conceivably be unwholesome
and unhealthy to maintain close relationships with the
Japanese Consulate. This was a far cry from the days
when the J.A.C.L. furnished the legwork for a Consulate-
sponsored census of Japanese residents, both lssei, and
Nisei, in Los ingeles.

Despite this late development in Nisei attitudes,

its effect upon Issei organized activities was notable at

the top. The 1940-41 Americanism cempaign of the Central
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Japanese Association, viewed with considerable suspicion
by some observers, was in part the inspiration of what
may be described as J.A.C.Ls influence in Issei councils.
The 23 months between January, 1940 and the attack on
Pearl Harbor were characterized by ever-mounting tension
between the United States end Jepan. The Los Angeles
JedAeCoeLe, with headquarters within two blocks walking
distance of all three Issei political groups, had defin-

itely swerved away, as an organization from its previous

close association with the Japanese Consulate. Somee

of its top officers and individual leaders, however, were
still conspimous in assoclating with the Isgei organiza-
tlons which, in turn, had not severed Consular contacts.
These lines apparently remained unsevered and intaot up
to December 7, 1941.




(12)
appear to have dawned with powerful impact upon the Issei organ-
izations, as it did emong leading lssei business men in Los
Angeles from 1940 on. }péfrbpilibvbaorpflapyd> The Central Japanese
Association, for instance, it was epgtddafly discussed at some
meetings, should rely more and more upon the younger Nisei American
Citizen organizations to engage in the protective work against
discrimination and economic set-back. DBut the younger organizations
which could be pexswmpgei8idn influegg:ﬁ;m lacked
the prestige, the political contacts, the community leadership of
the J.A.C.L., the lssei leadership concluded. The rcsult was,
Fobp Nisel .leadership would ,be bought and brought into t e issei
early ZpQess” 1941
organization; thus in Z#de®, the Nisei who had in 1939 been presi-
dent of the Los Angeles chapter of the Japanese American Citizens
League was offered the position of executive secretary of the
Central Japanese Association at a salary reported to be 150 monthly.
Whatever may have been the opinion of the succeed-
ing J.A.C.L. j$g#igen officers about this move, and to most of them
it was nothing startling, the attitude of the ex-J.A.C.L. president
reflected no sense of guilt for having "sold out" his group, as
might be inferred by the m incipient rivalry then-m

blooming between Issel and Nisei organizations. Eiji Ianabe"re-

garded the Central Jspanese Association offer as an opportunity to

indoctrinate the Issei group with the "Americanization" principles

he had espoused as head of the J.A.C.D., he told intimates; and
furthermore, management of his downtown hotels, which provided him
and his femily with chief source of income, was not a full time job.
The ex-English editor, ex-J.A.C.L. presj.dentt was eager for conspicu=
ous community service, so he accepted the offer, replacing the veteran

Isseli executive secretary, Shiro fujioka, who went into retiement.
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At this time the Southern California Chamber of
Commerce and Lndustry already had a nisei secretary, ‘lakeo Tada,
fluent in both English and Japanese as was Tanabe. Tada was an
assistant to Kaoru #Akashi, the Lssei "shoki-cho" (Executive
Secretary) for the group.

The executive secretary of the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce of Los Angeles in the year before outbreak of war was

Shuichi Sasaki, lssei who spoke and wrote Bnglish almost as well

as he did Japanese.
,??#&a as a period during which Nisei assumption of

larger roles in organization activity was X ppeaasdpyp notably

conspicuous. gg-fhe wholesal ey/apgdmeg  market area witnessed
largely

the formation of the Junior Produce Cluba4fostered by the Issei

Japanese Commission merchants Asgociation; in the grocery field,

a
encouraged by the Nanka llerchants Asgociation, &R second gener-

grocers group came

into existence; the Japanese American Horticultural Society was
new s Al 53¢

the phdpgee counterpar§1in théfNursery Tleld 28 Ahe Jlssci grane o

CAr st
that the much older Junior Floricultural Society, had been to the

Issei in the flower’ﬁiwf On the fam front, the Nisei Farmers
already
Ine., haq(organized; in July, 1940, WKigshe-Fekie a group of 25

leading Nisei business and professionalmmen in 2&€ehhe East
First and san Pedro street distriet formed a comnittee they named
"Little Tokio, Inec." on g junior chamber &@d of commerce plan

to draw up a lengérange program of business development for the

' kvt of | axnd Fha
o =

The surgence of Nisei organized leadership into economic
Spheres of activity was hastened and stimulated, it appears, by

the increasing tension between America gnd Japan and the resultant
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A noticeable emphasis

effect upon lssei thinking. Eﬁe--eonsxanx-hawping upon "Ameri-

canism" and "loyalty" and "we are citizens" theme characteristiec

of J.A.C.L. activity appears over and over again in the state-

by all the Nisei groups.

ments issued at this t ime/for-pubiie-osonsumption~ For instance,

the Junior Produce Club came into being at the Seventh, Eighth,

and Ninth Street wholesale markets in September of 1940, with

beginning with a preamble :

a Constitution setting forth its avowed purposes in Article III

as follows:

"The purposes of this organization shall be:

"l. To promote and maintain American-Japanese
friendship. .

"2. To create better understanding among all
people conneected, directly and indirectly, with
the agricultural and produce industries.

"3. To foster amicable relationships between
the three principdd market termine2eii in the
City of Los Angeles.

"4. To encourage and further the study of eco-
nomic principles relative to the produce indust-
Ty
"S5. To acquaint and better develop cultural
activities among our members.

"6. To sponsor and to encourage sports activi-
ties.

"7. To uphold the principles of good citizen-
ship and true Americanism by participating in
various civiec activities.

"8. To promote the general welfare &f the
Amerrcan citizens of Japanese ancestry.

"9. To cooperate with various orgenizations in
the furtherance of good understandin; among all
people."

% W/ nﬁw\uq}
lﬂanﬂ}L&/ &AA'/ ijuy
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effect upon Issei thinking.

éfr Following abrogation of the Treaty of Trade and

Commerce between Japan and the United States Ln January, 1940 (?),
the Issei mind collectively seems to have turned a major share

of its pre-occupation upon the unfavorable position of the
"Zaibei-Dobo" group--the Issei who were ineligible to American

citizenship.

1t wuiu have been difficult to find any Lssei who
as incident after incident mounted,
believed war would eventually come, thouggfnearly all gave evi -

denceof concern, anxiety and fear that something adverse was
encouraged recognized
in the offing. Most Issei were/fuﬁ by their4community leaders

at this stage, however, to believe that their status as permanent
residents of America was mch more favorable than that of being
potentially out-and-out "teki-kokujin" #‘qhﬁabdh&(botantial
enemy aliens in the event of a war).

Thus, in Merch, 1941, Gongoro Nakamura, president of
the Central Japanese Association, issued a release in both Japanese
and English for publication in the three daily vernacular news-
papers to "allay growing fears of the issei as to what would hap-
pen to them if war comes in the Pacifice". Nekamure said:

"It has always been my opinion that we Japanese
residents in America, who were legally admitted into
the United States as permanent residents, and who are
fathers and mothers of American citizens of Japanese
ancestry, and who admire and respect American instit-
# utions, ideals and traditions, and who have been en-
deavoring to promote the general welfare of the cormun-
ity in contributing to the American way of life through
our respective occupations and professions, will be
treated as residents and not as alien enemies; if we
always behave ourselves as good residents and continue
to do our part as the members of the community, even iSidge -
though the severance of diplomatic relations between
Japang and the United States might unfortunately occur
in the future, which, of course, we fervently pray will
never happen; because America stands for Great Princi-
ples--Freedom, Equality, Justice, and Tolerance and




because we sincerely believe & that America
now and always will live up to those Princi-
ples which are the priceless heritage of this
Great Republic."”

Nakamura‘&’s‘/s statement went on to announce that

he had just [#éee# received correspondence from "Hon. Lemuel

B. Schofield, special assistant to the Attorney-General"
stating that "Section L of the rourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the uUnited States provides in part as foll-
ows: 'nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty
o r property without dueuprocess of.law; nor deny to any per-
son within tts jurisdiction the equal iprotection of the law. ™
His ofblgs reassuring conclusion to Southern California lssei
was: "Fram the foregoing, you will readily see that we are

amply protected by the Constitution of the United States.”
héde”

Statements such as these lulled many lssei business
leaders into a greater sense of security, took the sharpness
off some of the disturbing headlines that jarred their optimism
at nearly every turm. articula’te lssei leadership, especially
that centered among the three major Los Angeles organizations,
became acutely self-conscious of the national publicity then
being poured & upon the "Japs on the West Coast." The August
10, 1940, edition of Liberty Magazineb which published an
article "Fifth Column in California™ led a number of the lsseil
to obgerve that "hysteria has already set in".

Early on the morning of September 3, 1940, off Jgapaitag
Horseshoe Kelp some 3% miles from San Pedro, Califarnia, the
Japenese N.Y.K. Line freighter "Sakito Maru" loomed out of the
fog and rammed into the anchored sport fishing barge "Olympic
II". The 50-year-old converted schooner keeled over,quickly
went to the bottom, eight lives lost. Three days later, in Los
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Federal Court, there was a hearing on claims totalling
$787,500 brought by families of victims and barge owners.
Attorney William Roethke, representing the Japanese (Nippon
Yusen Kaisya) steamship firm, asked the court to make the
bonds as "low as possible," explaining:

"Bonding companies are demanding cash collateral
from the owners of the Sakito on the possibility that some-
thing might g amiss between the uUnited States and Japan.”

sponsored by the four majqr.polit;cal_qrganizationsaFUwJ¢WJ

2 =y - & &3 re pot o o

Thus it was that at most pubiic gatherings pfhere

Caucasian guests were waseg- present or within hearing distance,
a major pre-occupation of both lssei and Nisei dinner speakers
was that of "loyalty to america". The English sections of the
vernacular press hardly let a day go by without 2§§Egggiiiisqgg£_
s¥-pemepe reminder of the theme:

?ﬁ'ﬁ@ii TR b2 et TR s ~2ad

"America is a permanent nuae to us--a permanent home
where we have lived, worked and where we expgct tp die and be
buried in the soil of our native land. We know no other home.
We would take up arms to defend it agﬁinst every enemy. . . Pre-
judice and discrimination, due to our hawving been born Americans
of Japanese parentage instead of perhaps, 4irish, or what you will, have
given us a desire to make ourselves still better Americans because
circumstances make it so. We work for our living, pay our taxes
regularly, and we keep off criminal and relief rolls. We generally
mind out own business and share a deep £Z¥®- aversion to foreign
philosophies in which we detect threats to American ideals as em-

bodied in our Constitution."
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Loyalty League, was founded 1n Sen Francisco in 1918, by
aix young Nisel, three of whom had records of service in
the U.8., Army. It was little more then an informal dis-
cussion group, devoted to debate and dellberation on the

merits of political candidates and 1ssues as a basls for

"ecood eitizenship." The second was the Seattle Progressive

Citizens

{
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League, founded in 1922, with somewhat the same objectives
but characterized by closer cooperation with the Isseil
leaders of the community. The idea of "Loyalty Leagues"
spread both“nuffﬁ;und”lnuth, chiefly through the medium of
the Japanese language dallles. A growing realization that
sustained existence depended upon Issel support, led to con-
tacts with the various Japanese Associations in California,
and a plan was engineered for the formation of a California-
wide American Loyalty League. Delegates for a meeting in
1923 were selected by the Japanese Assoclations in nine
localities, the cholce being usually the oldest Nisel in

the community. The average age of the delegates was 21; the
oldest was 27. A formal organization in structure came out
of this session, It was named, "American Loyalty League,"
membership was restricted to citizens and a constitution was
officially adopted. The program as described retrospectively
by the founder was as follows: '

Qur chilef purpose was to create a better under-
standing between Caucasians and peoples of Japanese
descent. We represented the interests of all our
people; we had become a civic organization and had ex-
panded out a little bit with heavier responsibilitiles;
we stressed the obligations of citizenshlp, urged our
mnmberl‘to exercise their privlilege of ioting. But

_of all, we were educational and public relations groups
in our own communitles. Of course, the bunch was so

young we couldn't do much more than discussing polltica

candidates; we didn't have funds. Naturally there were




these discriminatory laws and practises that were

coming along. We wanted to do something for our

people but none of us had any oxperienee.'

The educational background of the founders and chilef
organizers was almost completely American publie sohool;ix3
all the key figures were either college graduates or had
some university training. There were no Kibel among them.
None was financlally independent; all were dependent for
livelihood upon a community dominated and controlled by
Issel, All were at the bottom of the hill just starting
to e¢limb to what each hoped would be business or profession-
al success. Each felt with differing degrees of sensitivity
the limitations imposed by discriminatory practise 1in
America. And there is eyidence to show that most Nisei of
that day, contemplatiné1ﬁ£:druture, regarded Japan and the
Far East as offering potentialities for individuel abllity
far in excess of opportunities in America, _

After sbout two and a half years the movement lost
ground, and active Issel backing was withdrawn. It had had
no real plaﬁ of action, and the progrems it presented to

the Nisel were in vague and general terms that had no

The decline of the organization in California seems to

popular appeal. ‘

have been the signal for injection of new life from Soattle.\
In 1928, the founder of the Pregressive Cltizens League ’
"arrived in California and began his missionary work . . .
"to rehabilitate the citizens' league movement. . . . The

idea took hold immediat®ly . . . The framework of the

| P
Al
P




National organizatlon was discussed and planned at /a/
San Francisco meeting /in April 19297."

Within the span of seven years from 1930 through 1936,
during which four "nat ional" conventions were held, the
Japanese Amerlcan Citizens League emerged as a movement of
the more Americanized Nisel to collectively secure their
politigal and economic self-protection.

_This effort to £ind means of immunity from pre judiced
and discriminatory practices stands out as an objective in

which all League chapters were in common agreement. In this

sense, the J.A.C,L, as a movement of the.liiisf twentles and

early thirties, was the loglcal development of the self-
protective activities of the older Japanese Associations.
The fundamental difference between the character of the

nj (Japanese Assoclation) and the A}&min ﬁ?VM

(Citizens League) approach to the common problem of economic

and political pressures against the Japanese community

revolved around the place of the Japanése Consulete as an

instrument of action. For the Japanese Assoclation the

government of Japan's agent in America had always been the

power upon which greatest reliance was placed; this was the
~)

{ | natural consequence of the Issel's alien-ineligilble-to-

. eltizenship status.,

For the J.A,C.L., however, the Consular of ficer appeared

¢)From the General Program, National J.A.C,L, Conventlon,

San -Francisco, California, 1934, p. 16,
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in a somewhat different role. He was the representative
of a forelgn government, a friendly foreign government, and
with whom cleose affinlty was felt and recognized. But
ult imately, it was apparently felt by J.,A.C.L. leaders even
in this perlod, that the greatest dependence for security
and equallty of treatment in American 1life lay in J.A.C.L.'s
dlrect approach to the representatives of the American
government and the American people,

This difference remained submerged to a great extent in
the early thirtles. Aside from an intense play upon thﬁf
slogans of patriotic Americanism employed by the Japanese

American Citlzens League, there was no marked difference in

the acceptance of the Japanese Consul's position of pre-

eminence as recognized guardlan of the community's welfare
between Japanese Association end J.A,C.L, The Nisel popu-
latlon for the most part was still in its minority. As a
political factor, the second generation was negligible,
As an economic factor, it was almost entirely still dependent
upon the alien first generation. The financial support fer
this citizens organization, as 1n the earlier perilod, came
largely from sources within the Japanese community.

In two instances of interracial friction in 1934 and
1935 ,(Salt River Valley, Arizona, and Tulare County,
Californie) the Japanese Association and the J.A,C.L.
joined forces with the Japanese Consular Office to protect
the interests of Issel and Nisel growers and laborers.

In this connection, it is a matter of recorded

performance that the Japanese American Citizens League's
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efforts to help solve tension and conflict problems where
violence against Issel and Nisel had occurred was always
characterized by a conclliatory, defensive approach,

There wae séeldom & vigorous, denuneciatory lashing out
against the Caucasian attsckers 1n the J.A.C,L, leader-
ship's conduct. The spirit of arbitration, of conciliatlon,
of non-violence seemed to prevall,

During this period, the J.A,C,L, was brought to a
position of recognition within the Japanese communitles of
the entire Pacific Coast by successful participation, as
a league of citizens, in bringing about changes 1n laws
and regulations having adverse effects or implications
for Japanese Americans, for example, (1) Amendment of the
Cable Act in 1931, enabling Nisel women marrying Issel men
to both regain and retain their Americen cltlizenship; (2)
Pagssage of the Orilental Veterans Citlzenshlp 4ct 1n June,
1936; (3) Obtaining "recognition of passport" 1n 1936, thus
making it possible for Nisei to obtain easy admlttance inteo
the United States after golng to Jepan or travellng abroad.

In each of these cases, representatives of J.A.C.L,
mede direct approaches to Amerlcen govermment representatives

in VWashington, The organizaticn also participated actlvely

in fighting reglonal discriminatory leglslation, €.g., antl-

alien fishing laws and restrictive land laws, J.A.C,L, spear-
neaded a concerted attempt to end segregation which had

been introduced in schools in four small California
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communities, It challenged the regulation of a county
clerk who had ruled that all Japanese Amerlcan voters
would be required to show their expatriation from dual
citizenship pepers before being allowed to register and
vote. Campaipgns for equal treatment of Japanese Americans
appeared throughout this period in many different localities.
During the late 1930's, J,A.C.L, lesdership tended to
make Americanism education an end in itself and not a means
towards the attainment of the earlier objective of economie
and polltical self-protection. Following the National
Convention in Seattle in 1936, the editor of the Seattle

Japanese American Courier who wes also editor of the J.A.C,L's

tabloid publication, Pacific Citizen, began an intensive

newspaper cempaign for Nisel patriotic activity. Through
these papers, he channeled his views 1nto the coast dally

English sections of the vernacular press, His editorials
were widely quoted, both by Nisel editors and Jeh,Culy
orators. The emphasis upon complete identity, "single
loyalty,” "undivided allegiance,” and "falthfulness" to the
United States of America, "our glorious land of freedom and
1iberty" became a J,A.C,L. trademark,

The marked increase in the number of ellglble Nisel
voters, accompanying the approach to majority of the second
generation Japenese Americans, contributed greatly to the
J.4,C.L."s sense of self-importance in 1037-38. These were

years of branching J.A.C.L. interests and c¢laims. In
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Seattle, for example, the organization even took a high
degree of credit for maintaining the low juvenile delinquency

rate among the Japanese population,

In Los Angeles, it launched into that city's political

campalgning and elections and advertised itself in the
vernacular press as the fountalnhead of citizenship educa-
tion; in Centerville it sponsored oratorical contests for
lisel and sponsored soclal events; in Terminal Island and
San Gabriel it organized speakers' bureaus to conduct
publiec relations among Caucasian organizations. The
Sacramento chapter instituted lecture series on such topics
as "Vocatlonal Future for Nisei" and "Second Generatlon
Marriage." The Sonome County J.A.C,L, in California and
the Thomas, Washington, chapters went in for oratorical
contests and soclals; the San Mateo chapter reported perilodiec
successful pienlics, while in Orange County, members debated
the topiec of "Unionization"; at Watsonville and Fresno,
"talent revues," dramatic and musical presentations were
highlights of a year's actlivitles, and at Yakima, Washington,
lilsel orators talked on such subjects as "Builders of Good-
will," "The Conflict of the Ages," "Makers of the Flag,"
"We Can't Fall," "Government of, by, and for The People,"
"A Citizen's National Ideals," and "Dutles and Responsibili-
ties of the Nisels as American Citizens."

The consplcuous stress upon Americanism education of

the younger Nisei who identifled themselves with the J.A.C.L.
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movement may be interpreted in the light of the
comparatively isolated character of the Japanese commun-
ity on the west coast. There was an overweaning conscious-
ness of the "Japanizing" influences within the community.
J.A.C.L., leaders of the period made frequent references to
these influences; they were aware of the Japanese language
schools, the problems of the Kibel, dual ecitizenship status,
Issel economlic control and Issel sympathies for Japan in
the China situation, And one means of adjusting themselves
to this situation, perhaps, was for them to find a counter-
balancing over-emphasis upon the "Nisee's Place in America."

For a time, however, they exercised care not to dis-
parage the cultural values of Japan, nor to antagonize Issel
feelings in the latter's sympathles for Japan. Sensitive to
the repeated attacks agalnst the Japanese language schools
from Caucasian sources, yet aware of the entrenched support
of the schools as an institution of the Japanese community,
the J.A.C.L. during the early part of this perlod passed
frequent resolutions which at the same time affirmed the
value of Japanese language education in "meking better
American cltizens" and urged the schools to be "more
vigorously American” in their curriculum.

The concept of loyalty was repeatedly talked about at
organization meetings. There 1s a certaln fervor and in-

tensity on the subject of loyalty not found in other




J.A,C,L, discussions,

An effort to analyze the J,A.C.,L, definition of
American loyalty leads to an examination of the publie
speeches of the National preslidents, the minutes on meet-
ings where the subject of dual cltizenship was discussed,
and press statements during these years, For it was in
this perlod of adjustment that the bulld-up of previous
years on the theme "Nisel, Be Loyal to America" got widest
attention within the Japanese community.

In no other J.A,C,L, leader is there the oonalatonoi
of purpose nor persistence of effort in employing the term

"loyalty" in the entire movement than in the case of the

first Natlonal president. In hils keynote speech, as re-

tiring president in 1636, he sald:
". . « Loyalty means that we should be ready
to sacrifice every interest that you have and our
lives itself, if our country calls upon us, and
that is the loyalty which should be inculecated;
that we are not to be loyal so long as we are
pleased or not; and that loyalty which 1s only
pleasing is only self-indulgence and selfish-
NeaN: oo @

The generalizations defining "loyalty" according to
the J.A.C.L., interpretation were repeated a hundredfold at

4! Prom J.A.,C,L. records.
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local meetings, dlstrict councll gatherings, national con-
ventions, in oratorlical contests, in the Pacific Citizen,
in the English sections of the dally language press.

The terminology of these expressions, moreover, bears
strong resemblance to the Americanism education of the day
sponsored by such organizatlons as the American leglon,
Veterans of Forelgn VWars, and Daughters of the Ameriecan
Revolution. Drawing as they did upon such "Americanism"
influences, it became evident in the latter part of this
period that J.A.C,L, leadership developed a division and
differences over the concept of loyalty to America, for
while they could define the term in generalizations end
get agreement, they could not reach unanimity among them-
selves in defining loyalty in relation to specific persons,
situations, and circumstances,

The first break developed in 19237 over the issue of
sympathies and leanings in the Sino-Japanese controversy.
Up to this time, almost without exception, Natlonal
J.A.CoLs leadership supported the Issel position of
identity with Japan's cause, Wherever there had been

any eritlicism of Japan, it had been not against her in-

vasion of Chinese soil nor agalnst her employment of




military force in attempting to solve her problems,

but egainst her leck of good propagandists, Loyalty

to America In this early stage, then, 1in no wilse
excluded identlty or sympathy with Japan's cause in

the Far East., In the later period of adjustment, however,
the first break developed in the concept of Ameriecen
loyalty which included sympathy with Japen, In an apol-
ogetie, defensively bolstered presentation of 1ts case,
Netional J.A.C,L. leadership thinkling veered sway from
the notion that the Nlsel could be wholeheartedly loyal
to America and stlll have sympsthies with Japan in the
China situation., It first took a stand of neutrality,
apparently under pressure from Ceucasian influences,

and thils was not altogether popular within the Japanese
community. Here one detects the first signiflcant break
of the J.A.C,L., away from the Iasel leadership of the
Japanese community, and the central issue underlying the

surface differences is a J.A.C.L. .re-definition of 1its

most frequently used expression "loyalty" in terms of a

specific situation.

The break at first was small, almost unnoticeeble.
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There were attempts to make allowances for "sympathies for
Japan's cauge" with the admonition that such sympathies must
not be allowed to become in any way related to thelr nllogianc‘

C::Tj The position of the loyal 4American Nisel who maintained
=~
\ A/

wholehearted allegilance to the United States and kept from
getting "too involved" in the China-Japan situation was the
proper and most desirable one, the J.,A.C.L, implied at this
time,

From this avowed position of neutrality on the Sino-
Japanese conflict, because of fear that any other stand might
be misconstrued by the Caucaslan public as disloyalty to
America, the J,A,C,L, concept of loyalty erystallized in still
another form by 1940. The Sino-Japanese confllct had shifted
steadily into the Pacific and now threatened to develop into
an American-Japanese conflict. The pressures of American
public opinion, almost wholly sympathetic with China in 1937,
had now grown in intensity and were distinctly anti-Japanese.
Out of the habit of defining loyalty, talking about loyalty,
interpreting it for both the Japanese and Caucasian com-

munities, a segment of J,A.C,L. leadership in 1939 and 1940

bogaﬁ to arrogate to itself the authority to judge and

evaluate the loyalty of members of the Japanese community.
The defining of American loyalty in terms of specifiec
persons in these latter years became a practice encouraged
by Caucesian officlals with whom J,A,C,L. leaders came into
contact, More than any other single organization of the
Japanese community, the J.A,C,L, came to be assoclated in the

popular mind with the "inu" role that reached its climax
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within the relocation centers.

An analysis of correspondence between National J,A.C.L.
of ficers during this period is partieulsrly revealing. In
references to individuals and acts within the Japanese com-
munity over which these leaders were admittedly disturbed

~ and concerned, one discovers differences among them on how
far a man should go in setting himself up as the judge of
the "loyalty" of his fellow Niseil and Issel. Therecigtf%bn-
siderable differences of opinion as to how loyal to America
the Issei should be as American-Japanese tenslions mounted.
To some J.A.C,L, individual leaders, the concept of loyalty
was confined to the requirements of bYelng a law-ablding
person, Issel or Nisel., There secem® to be more general
agreement on thls kind of definitlion than on any other.

This point of view typifies the apparent thinking re-
vealed in the correspondence of the then National president
who had had a long hlstory of contacts withln the Japanese
community of San Francisco that had seemingly equipped him
with an understanding of Issei feelings, sympathles, leanings,
end thelr dilemma in the growing conflict situation on the
Pacifiec. There 1s, from this approach to the avowed J.A.C.L,
responsibility of defining loyalty in the Japanese community,
an emphasis upon ldentifying the League as the representative
of that community, & position that made for a degree of

tolerance in interpreting overt expressions of sympathy for

Japan; furthermore, this viewpoint took considerable comfort

See Chapter V below, also The Spoilage, Chapter III.




- 37 =

in the fact that there was no war between America and Japan,

and it depended mightily upon an avolidance of it,

Mtz contrast to the flexible and tolerantly-

inclined position of the Natlonal president was the attitude
apparently teken by the National vice-presldent in judging
the American loyalty and disloyalty of members of the Japa-
nese communlty, especlally in Southern California.

All the National officers of the J,A.C,L, in 15640-41
had come Into personal contact with federal investigative
agencles, specifically the Fedsral DBureau of Investigation,
Military Intelligence, and Naval Intelligence. Close personal
relationships characterized most of these top contacts.
Simirly, district and local chapter leaders of the J.A,C,.L,
found themselves increasingly spproached by representatives
of not only federal, but state and local law enforcement and
security officers,

Few of these contacts stand out as examples of close-
working relationship between & J,A.C,L, leader and a federal
agency as does that which apparently exlsted between the
National vice-president and the Naval Intelligence. His
correspondence for this period indicates an assumption that
war with Japan%;:%;robablo, perhaps inevitable. On this
basis, there was a far greater willingness on his part than
on the president's to point an accusing finger at individuals
suspected of adhering to Japan as agalnst the United States,
Apparently under the tutelage of fedqral investigative
of ficials, he played a prominent role in the conversion of

J,A,C.L. local leadership to the acceptance of the "security"

Bancroft Library




- 38 -

role it played in 1640-41, This role is described different-
ly, of course, depending upon polnt of view, From the stand-
point which ultimately came to prevall within the Japanese
community, 1t was the role of "sples and stooges for the
F.B.I." From the standpoint of J.A.C.L, leadership, it was
the role of "constructive cooperators for national defense,"
From the standroint of men like the vice-preslident, it was a
brave service and contribution to the war effort to report
what they judged to be subversive and disloyal acts and
utterances, To the majority of fear-ridden Issel and
resentful Nisel, the activity assumed the aspects of a
hateful witch hunt.

A recapltulation of the J.A.C,L, as a movement among
Japanese Amerlicans 1s recorded in the 1940 national conven-
tion and shows that the movement had grown steadily sinece
1930, In membership participation it was nearly ten times
as great as when it was organized. In number of chapters
it had quadrupled. But in round numbers of participating
members, despite its preeminence as a Nisel organizatlen,
the J.A.C.L. was st1ll without the active support of the

majority of American cltlzens of Japanese ancestry on the

Pacific Coast. It had always been @&n organized minority

within the Japanese community seeking to make claims in the

Caucasian community that it spoke in behalf of all Americans
of Japanese ancestry. It had nearly always found dissenters
within the Jepanese community, and these had increased in

proportion to J.A.C,L, growth by 1940,
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