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POLI TI CAL ORGANIZATIONS 
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I n t he l ar gest  and l ast  pre- war  Year  

Book and Di r ect or y of  the Sout her n Cal i f or ni a J apanese 

popul at i on, publ i shed by t he Raf u Shi mpo, t he f i r st  

f our  names headdi ng t he l i s t  of  "Or gani zat i ons" appear  

i n t he f ol l owi ng or der : 

"Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on 
258 Bast  1st  st  MJ  1889 

"J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce 
117 N. San Pedr o st  MI  4181 

"S.C. J apanese C. of  G« & I nd. 
100 S. Los Angel es st  MI  4679 

"J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League 
124 S. San Pedr o st  MÜ 8634" 

The Year  Book was t he 1940- 41 edi t i on, 

and t hi s or der  of  l i s t i ng i n a sense r ef l ect ed t he gen-

er al l y acknowl edged pr omi nence of  t hese f our  l eadi ng 

pol i t i cal  or gani zat i ons i n communi ty pr est 8i ge and i n-

f l uence. 

They were economi c and soci al  or gani za-

t i ons i n some of  t hei r  f unct i onal  aspect s t oo; but  pr i -

mar i l y t hey wer e po l i t i cal . 

I n membershi p par t i ci pat i on and f i nanc i al  

suppor t , as wel l  as l eader shi p, t he f i r s t  t hr ee or gani -

zat i ons, t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on of  Amer i ca 

(Bei koku Chuo Ni honj i n Kai ) , t he J apanese Chamber  of  Com-

merce of  Los Angel es (Raf u Ni honj i n Kai ) , and Sout her n 

1 Because t hey wer e t he chi ef  or gani zed mediums of  t he 
communi t y's contact  wi t h gover nment . 
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Cal i f or ni a J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce and I ndust r y 

(Nanka Shoko Kai  Gi sho) wer e al most  excl usi vel y I ssel * 
'̂ ¿ f c û k i  i uJ u cj /umm j f i öYr )~t l t * 

J apanese governtoent ĉan-t hey ŝ' 

cer n oyer  t he wel f ar e of  J apanese nat i onal s r esi dent  i n 

the Uni t ed St at es . Consequent l y, al l  t hr ee or gani zat i ons, 

by t he nat ur e of  t hei r  or i gi n, had become habi t uat ed t o 

l ooki ng to t he accr edi t ed r epr esent at i ve of  t he J apanese 

gover nment �t he Consul ar  o f f i c i al �f or  gui dance and l ead-

er shi p* 

The J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League's 

Los Angel es chapt er , and i t s af f i l i at ed Sout her n Di st -

r i ct  chapt er s, on t he ot her  hand, wer e ent i r el y Ni sei  

i n l eader shi p and member shi p, though not  yet  al t oget her  

i n t hei r  f i nanci al  suppor t * 

Thi s three- to- one pr eponder ance of  I ssei  

i nf l uence among t he f our  out st andi ng or gani zat i ons was 

symbol i c of  t he bal ance of  cont r ol  between t he two gener -

at i ons i n t he economi c and soci al  l i f e of  the communi ty. 

I n t he pol i t i cal  spher e, however , t her e i s room f ar  ques-

t i oni ng whet her  t hi s r at i o car r i ed over  i n t he same pro-

por t i on* 

The common ground upon whi ch al l  f our  

gr oups met  and oper at ed was cer t ai nl y more economi c i n 

nat ur e t han pol i t i cal * As between t he t hr ee I ssei  orga-

ni zat i ons, t her e pr evai l ed some s t i f f  r i val r y, over l appi ng 

of  ac t i v i t i es , and t he seemi ngl y i nevi t abl e out cr oppi ng 

of  ani mosi t i es between key i ndi vi dual s i n each of  t he 

gr oups. Theor et i cal l y, t he Los Angel es J apanese Chambi er  

: : ��- - � - v" 
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of  Commerce was a par t i c i pat i ng group wi t hi n t he Cen-

t r al  «J apanese Associ at i on of  Amer i ca* I n some of  t hei r  

ac t i v i t i es , however , t hey seemed compet i t i ve. The 

cl eavage between t he Cent r al  Associ at i on and t he South-

ern Cal i f or ni a J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce and i ndus-

t r y was more mar ked. The former  was a di ssent i ng of f -

shoot  of  t he l at t er . Whi l e t he Cent r al  Associ at i on re-

t ai ned t he suppor t  and l oyal t y of  t he var i ous J apanese 

Associ at i ons i n t he out l yi ng ar eas, t he Chamber  was set  

up t o i ncl ude i n i t s membershi p pr i nc i pal l y t hose J apan-

ese busi ness f i r ms engaged i n t he i mpor t - expor t  t r ade. 

The Nanka Shoico Kai  Gi sho never  af f i l i at ed i t sel f  wi t h 

t he Chuo i Mi honj i n K ai . 

The J apanese, "Raf u Ki honj i n Kai * , t r ans-

l at ed l i t er al l y , i s "Los Angel es J apanese Associ at i on.w 

Because i t  came i nt o f r equent  cont act  wi t h non- J apanese 

gr oups, t he Raf u Hi honj i n Kai  came to be known i n Eng-

l i sh, as t he "Los Angel es J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce.w 

I t  was one of  t he 21 such l ocal  associ at i ons whi ch com-

pr i sed t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on: 

Gar dena Val l ey J apanese Associ at i on 
Gar den Grove J apanese Associ at i on 
Guadal upe J apanese Associ at i on 
i mper i al  Val l ey J apanese Associ at i on 
Lompoc J apanese Associ at i on 
Long Beach J apanese Associ at i on 
Mont ebel l o J apanese Associ at i on 
Orange County J apanese Associ at i on 
Oxnar d J apanese Associ at i on 
Pasadena J apanese Associ at i on 
Ri ver si de J apanese Associ at i on 
J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce of  Los 

Angel es 
San Ber nar di no County J apanese As s 'n 
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Smel t zer  J apanese Associ at i on 
Ven i ce Pal ms J apanese Associ at i on 
San Gabr i el  Val l ey Gr ower s Associ at i on 
Ther mal  Sangyo Doshi  Kai  

The combi ned r esour ces of  t hese gr oups, 

dr awi ng f i nanci al  suppor t  f r om successf ul  agr i cul t ur al  

oper at i ons as wel l  as l eadi ng J apanese r esi dent  busi -

ness ent er pr i ses, made the Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on 

of  Amer i ca t he most  i nf l uent i al  and i mpor t ant  as wel l  

as l ar gest  of  al l  pre- war  or gani zat i ons i n Sout her n Cal -

i f or ni a. The bul k of  i t s r eal  membershi p st r engt h came 

f r om non- urban ar eas wher e the agr i cul t ur al , f l or i cul t -

ur al  and f i shi ng i nt er est s wer e domi nant * i t s chi ef  

ur ban par t i c i pat i on came t hr ough t he J apanese Chamber  

of  Commerce of  Los Angel es* 

The t r ade and busi ness or gani zat i ons whi ch 

spoke and act ed f or  t he economic i nt er est s of  geograph-

i c ar eas i n Cent r al  and Sout her n Cal i f or ni a mai nt ai ned 

wor di ng r el at i onshi ps wi t h t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ -

at i on t hr ough del egat ed r epr esent at i ves* 

A st udy of  t he names of  the Execut i ve Board 

of  t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on on December  6, 1941, 

of f er s some i dea of  t hi s r epr esent at i on. Si xt een of  

the ei ght een Board members were I s s ei ; t he two Ni sei  

were the Execut i ve Secr et ar y (man) and an of f i ce secr e-

t ar y (woman), both pai d empl oyees and t echni cal l y wi th-

out  vot i ng power , t hough most  act i ons t aken by the boar d 

di spensed wi t h t he f or mal i t y of  vot i ng. The Pr esi dent  

was a Los Angel es c i t y r esi dent , an I ssei  gr aduat e of  



t he Uni ver si t y of  Sout her n Cal i f or ni a l aw school  who 

mai nt ai ned what  was r ef er r ed t o as a "l aw of f i ce** i n 

L i t t l e Toki o but  who coul d not  hang up hi s shi ngl e as 

an "At  t  orney-  at  - l aw" because al i ens i nel i gi bl e t o ci t -

i zenshi p were l i kewi se i nel i gi bl e f or  pr act i ce bef or e 

the bar . Of  t he f our  vi ce- pr esi dent s, one was t he own-

er  of  a pr of i t abl e ehop suey busi ness i n downtown Los 

Angel es, anot her  was a successf ul  Or ange County f ar mer , 

a t hi r d was a Ter mi nal  I s l and har dwar e pr opr i et or  and 

act i ve i n t he f i shi ng i ndust r y t her e, t he f our t h was a 

wel l - t o- do pr oduce shi pper  from Sant a Mar i a Val l ey . One 

of  t he two t r easur er s was pr opr i et or  of  a Los Angel es 

auto sal es and ser vi ce f i r m, t he ot her  was a wel l  known 

Mont ebel l o f l ower  gr ower . 

The f i ve- man Advi sor y Board was composed 

of  a Guadal upe far mer  who was r eput ed t o be t he l ar gest  

scal e J apanese agr i cul t ur i st  i n Amer i ca (5000 acr es i n 

l et t uce al one), two more "l aw of f i ce" men, each of  whom 

had hel d down t he pr esi dency of  t he Cent r al  Associ at i on, 

and two ot her s ŵer e publ i sher s of  dai l y J apanese- Engl i sh 

dai l y newspaper s. The f our  audi t or s l i kewi se r epr esent ed 

i nt er est s t hat  f ur t her  cut  acr oss both geogr aphi c and ec-

onomic i nt er est s of  t he popul at i on. 

L i ke i t s 21 l ocal  uni t s , t he Cent r al  J apan-

ese Associ at i on engaged i n act i v i t i es whi ch seemed to be 

pr i mar i l y economi c i n mot i vat i on. 

The ear l y hi st or y of  t he "Ni honj i n Kai " 

i s r epl et e wi t h i nst ances of  cl ose cont r ol  and assent  

Bancroft  librae? 
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t o t he bi ddi ng of  t he Consul ar  of f i ce» I n t he twen-

t i es , f or  i nst ance, dur i ng t he ant i - J apanese pol i t i -

cal  campai gni ng whi ch pr eceded nat i onal  as wel l  as 

st at e l egi s l at i on, t he J apanese associ at i ons ser ved 

to keep t he communi ty i n oontact  wi t h the J apanese 

government  r epr esent at i ve. For  t he pr obl em i n t hat  

per i od was one i nvol vi ng, f or  t he most  par t , al i en 

nat i onal s* The Ni sei  were an i ns i gni f i cant , negl i gi bl e 

f act or . By 1940, however , t he pi ct ur e had changed con-

si der abl y. 

How t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on, 

and the I s sei  gr oups i n gener al , cams i nt o conf l i ct  

wi t h and worked out  a pat t er n of  r el at i onshi ps wi t h 

the Ni sei  or gani zat i ons, par t i cul ar l y t he pol i t i cal l y 

emergi ng J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League i n the year  

pr ecedi ng out br eak of  war  may be bet t er  under st ood 

when di scussed i n terms of  t he economi c l i f e of  t he 

popul at i on* 

By 1940, t he l eader shi p of  the I s sei  

gr oups had devel oped a new concept  of  I ssei  st at us i n 

Amer i ca. Wher eas, i n the t went i es and even mi d- thi r -

t i es t he pr evai l i ng vi ewpoi nt  had been f or  I ssei  t o 

l ook upon t hemsel ves as soj our ner s i n a l and whi ch e 

deni ed by l aw the oppor t uni t y f or  them to become ci t i -

zens, by 1940 t he pr esi dent  of  t he Cent r al  J apanese 

Associ at i on was i ssui ng st at ement s to f el l ow I ssei  

t hr ough t he pr ess assur i ng them t hat  t he Depar t ment  of  

J ust i ce of  t he Uni t ed St at es woul d r espect  t hei r  r i ght s 
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as "per manent  r esi dent s l egal l y admi t t ed". Thi s was 

i nt er pr et ed by I ssei  newspaper  edi t or s as meani ng t hat  

r esi dent  al i en J apanese were bet t er  of f  t han v i s i t i ng 

J apanese merchant s such as Mi t sui  r epr esent at i ves wi t h 

r espect  to pr ot ect i on f rom the Amer i can gover nment � I t  

was i nt ended f or  t he most  par t  to r eassur e par ent s of  

grown Ni sei  of f spr i ng t hat , as f at her s and mot her s of  

Amer i can c i t i zens, t hey coul d l ook upon t hemsel ves as 

c i t i zens de f act o i f  not  de j ur e. 

Whi l e one segment  of  Cent r al  J apanese Asso-

ci at i on l eader shi p, even i n 1940, chose to spur n t hi s 

concept  of  "per manent  r esi dence" i n a count r y where t hey 

cont ended "even our  chi l dr en wi l l  never  be anyt hi ng bet -

t er  than second- rate c i t i zens" and pr ef er r ed to asser t  

t hei r  r el i ance upon the pr ot ect i on of  t he J apanese gov-

er nment , t her e was cur r ent  i n the year s bef or e out br eak 

of  war  a movement  among some I ssei  i n Los Angel es to en-

l i s t  suppor t  f or  maki ng al i en J apanese par ent s of  Amer i -

can ci t i zens el i gi bl e f or  nat ur al i zat i on. 

A pr i mar y f act or  i n t he r i se of  t hi s concept  

i n I ssei  or gani zat i on t hi nki ng appear s t o have been t he 

subst ant i al  gai ns i n t he economi c l i f e of  Sout her n Cal i -

f or ni a ioade by I ssei  l eader s. As t ensi ons between J apan 

and Amer i ca mount ed, t he successf ul  I ssei  busi ness man 

or  far mer  f aced t he ¿ pr ospect s of  conver t i ng hi s i nt er -

est s i nt o t  r an sf  er r  abl e f or m, t aki ng hi s f ami l y and sai l -

i ng f or  J apan; t he al t er nat i ve was t o st ay on, and i n 
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most  cases wher e Ni sei  members of  t he f ami l y had r eached 

a st age wher e they coul d ef f ect i vel y make t hei r  wi shes 

known, t hey exer ci sed an i nf l uence t o r emai n i n the Uni -

t ed St at es-  Most  I s s ei , however , were i n the posi t i on 

of  t he man who had har dl y t he means , much l ess t he desi r e, 

to r et ur n t o «J apan where possi bl e means of  maki ng a l i ve-

l i hood wer e unknown f act or s» Or gani zed pol i t i cal  act i v-

i t y stemmed downward f rom the t op where r eposed t he l ar g-

est  accumul at i ons of  f i nanc i al  weal t h among Sout her n Cal -

i f or ni a J apanese. 

I n dol l ar s and cent s, i n numbers of  f ami l i es 

dependent  f or  l i vel i hood, t he pr oduct i on and di st r i but i on 

and sal e of  f oodt suf f s was a pr i mar y occupat i on among 

t he gr oup» The Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on of  Amer i ca 

drew i t s suppor t  f r om an ar ea embr aci ng appr oxi mat el y 

65,000 I s sei , Ni sei . Wi t h t he par t i al  except i ons of  Long 

Beach, Los Angel es, Pasadena, t he Assoc i at i on  ̂ const i -

t uency came l ar gel y f r om t he t r ack f ar m bel t  r unni ng f rom 

Sant a Mar i a Val l ey i n t he nor t h t o I mper i al  Val l ey i n 

the sout h, t ouchi ng t he coast al  f i sher i es f rom Mont er ey 

down t hr ough Tèr mi nal  i sl and t o San Di ego* 

The whol esal e pr oduce t er mi nal s of  Los 

Angel es, r anked i n 1940 as second l ar gest  i n the nat i on 

af t er  New Yor k, of f er  a good i ndex t o show t he t op posi -
of  i mpor t ance 

t i on/of  agr i cul Fur e and i t s r el at ed i ndust r i es t o t he 

peopl e who bel onged t o and suppor t ed the Cent r al  J apanese 

Assoc i at i on  ̂ af f i l i at ed or gani zat i ons. I t  was si mi l ar l y 

i mpor t ant  t o some 249 di f f er ent  or gani zat i ons wi t hi n 
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t hat  ar ea of  Cent r al  and Sout her n Cal i f or ni a where t hese 

oper at i ons cent er ed* 

The economic gr oupi ngs i n whi ch J apanese 

f ar mer s, f i sher men, f l or i cul t ur i s t s , pr oduce di st r i but or s 

and ot her  busi ness men wer e or gani zed wer e pr i mar i l y I ss-

ei , both i n l eader shi p and membershi p* They const i t ut ed 

the most  i mpor t ant  sour ce f r om whi ch t he Cent r al  J apanese 

Associ at i on, i n seeki ng t o speak f or  t he communi t y, drew 

i t s suppor t � 

The I ssei  communi ty or gani zat i on l eader shi p 

came al most  ent i r el y f rom t hi s c l ass, an empl oyer  gr oup. 

Ni sei  pol i t i cal  l eader shi p si mi l ar l y r eposed i n the hands 

of  an empl oyer - pr ofessi onal  gr oup. 

Between t he J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce of  

Los Angel es, wi t h i t s ur ban merchant  const i t ut ency, and 

the l ar ger  Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on r eachi ng i nt o 

t he most  pr osper ous I ssei  agr i cul t ur al  i nt er est s i n South-

er n Cal i f or ni a, one f i nds a membershi p l i s t i ng t hat  cut s 

acr oss the economi c st r uct ur e of  t he ent i r e J apanese pop-

ul at i on. 

I n t he r ai s i ng of  dun f unds, compet i t i on 

devel oped by 1940 between al l  f our  maj or  pol i t i cal  org-

ani zat i ons. Both t he Chamber  of  Commerce and Cent r al  

J apanese Associ at i on wor ked f ai r l y cl osel y t oget her , wi th-

out  over l appi ng campai gns. The Sout her n Cal i f or ni a Chamb-

er  of  Commerce and I ndust r y, seeki ng t o gar ner  f i nanc i al  

suppor t  as wel l  as mor al  backi ng f rom as sol i d a group 

of  L i t t l e Toki o busi ness I nt er est s as poss i bl e, f ound 
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r esi st ance cr yst al l i zed around suppor t  f or  the r i val  

J apanese Chamber  of  Commerce and event ual l y i t  l i mi t ed 

i t sel f  t o t hose f i r ms engaged i n t r ans- Paci f i c impor t -

expor t  busi ness* 

Pr i or  t o 1941, t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens 

League seems t o have been r egar ded as no t hr eat  i n tap-

pi ng f i nanci al  r esour ces f or  or gani zat i on ac t i v i t y . The 

ol der , wel l - est abl i shed I ssei  gr oups wer e sol i c i t ous, 

pat er nal , cor di al * When t he J .A .C.L . began sendi ng i t s 

r epr esent at i ves t o di r ect l y ask f or  budget  cont r i but i ons 

from the same sour ces as t he ot her  or gani zat i ons, and 

began aski ng f or  subst ant i al  sums, not i ceabl e cool ness 

set  i n. 

There i s evi dence t o suppor t  t he bel i ef  t hat  

t hr ough most  of  the ear l y t hi r t i es , t he I ssei  or gani -

zat i ons r egar ded t he J .A .C.L . as a usef ul  arm of  t hei r  

own r espect i ve bodi es. Ther e was cl ose wor ki ng cooper -

at i on between t he Ni sei  l eader s and t he I s s ei . I l l ust r a-

t i ve i s t he f ol l owi ng news i t em i n t  he "Pac i f i c Ci t i zen" 

f or  J anuar y, 1938: 

"LOS ANGELES�I ncl udedi ng a r esol ut i on t o hel p 

promote the J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League Nat i onal  

Convent i on t o be hel d her e t hi s summer , t he J apanese 

Chamber  of  Commerce announced a t en- poi nt  program f or  t he 

cur r ent  year . 

"Sever al  second gener at i on were named f or  of f i p 

c i al  posi t i ons at  t he meet i ng. Ki yoshi  Okura was named 

to be i n charge of  t he publ i c i t y depar t ment , whi l e E i j i  

Bancr of t  l i br wy 
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Tana be wi l l  be t he bead of  soci al  
af f ai r s* 

"Geor ge Mor ey wi l l  head t he 
r esear ch gr oup, and Kay Sugahar a 
has been pi cked t o head the f or ei gn 
t r ade di v i s i on. Ken Matsumoto was 
pl aced at  t he head of  t he pr omot i on 
gr oup; Yoneo Ar i ma, busi ness and i n-
dust r i es ; and Shi gemi t su Ando, agr i -
cul t ur e . 

"I n addi t i on to t he r esol ut i on 
t o ai d t he J ACL convent i on, t he t en 
poi nt  pr ogr am i ncl udes a pl an t o 
t ake act i ve par t  i n t he dr i ve f or  
bui l di ng a J apanese Communi ty Cen-
t er * 

"The Chamber  of  Comi®ree ca-
bi net  i s headed by Shuni ehi  Mur at a 
as the pr esi dent * 

"Consul  I chi r o Ota was r equest -
ed to ser ve as advi sor  t o the organ-
i zat i o n . "! 

Hi s t or i cal l y , t he pol i t i cal  or gani zat i ons 

of  t he J apanese communi ty grew ar ound t he J apanese 

Consul ar  o f f i ce. I t  enhanced t he pr est i ge of  bot h 

i ndi vi dual s and groups t o be cl ose t o t hat  of f i ce« 

As l at e as 1939 and 1940, al l  t hr ee maj or  I s sei  

or gani zat i ons, and even t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t -

i zens League on occasi on, made i t  a pr act i se t o cur-

r y f avor  and mai nt ai n f r i endl y r el at i ons wi t h t he 

Consul at e* Whenever  t he Consul  changed, one or  

al l  t hr ee I ssei  groups coul d be count ed upon to t hrow 

a banquet  f or  both t he depar t i ng and ar r i vi ng o f f i c -

i a l s . I n di sput es of  a l ocal  nat ur e, when the good 

of f i ces of  ei t her  t he Chuo Ni honj i n Kai  or  Raf u Ni hon-

j i n Kai  wer e found t o be l acki ng i n wei ght , the pr es-
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t i ge of  t he Consul at e coul d be count ed upon as an 

ef f ect i ve l ever  f or  set t l ement * 

Two i nt er nat i onal  event s on t he Paci f i c 

i n t he l at e t hi r t i es st and out  as mi l est ones i n t he 

r el at i ons between t he maj or  pol i t i cal  or gani zat i ons 

of  L i t t l e Toki o and t he J apanese Consul at e: (1) t he 

out br eak of  t he Si no- J apanese "I nc i dent " on J ul y 7, 

1937, and (2) announcement  of  t he abr ogat i on of  t he 

1911 Tr eat y of  Tr ade and Commerce bet ween t he Uni t ed 

St at es and J apan, a decl ar at i on whi ch came i n summer  

of  1939. 

The f i r s t  event  def i ni t el y sol i di f i ed 

r el at i onshi ps of  not  onl y t he Chuo Ni honj i n Kai , Raf u 

Ni honj i n Kai , and Shoko £ Kai  Gi sho, wi t h the Consul -

at e, but  brought  i nt o t he pi ct ur e t he t hen emergi ng 

J .A .C.L . The Ni sei  t oo, i t  was edi t or i al i zed i n t he 

dai l y l anguage pr ess and st r essed by t he I ssei  i n t he 

home, had a mi ssi on i n t he conf l i c t . Whi l e t he I ssei  

or gani zat i ons mobi l i zed t hei r  ener gi es f or  act i on i n-

t ended t o demonst rate t hei r  suppor t  of  J apan, Ni sei  

l eader shi p i nj ect ed a pat t er n of  t hi nki ng whi ch comp-

el l ed the yaunger  gener at i on t o @o down t he l i ne f or  

t he same cause. I n J anuar y of  1938, s i x months af t er  

Amer i can newspaper  headl i nes on the Par  East er n con-

f l i c t  had devel oped a l at ent  U.S. publ i c sympathy for  

Chi na, a past  pr esi dent  of  one of  t he sout her n Cal i f -

or ni a J .A .C.L . chapt er s was quot ed i n the Pac i f i c Ci t -

i zen as sayi ng: 
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"To dat e we have been ei t her  f l ound-
er i ng or  el se f o&i ng our sel ves i n t he 
bel i ef  t hat  we were secur e under  our  
bi r t h r i ght  as Amer i can c i t i zens. I n 
t he past  few mont hs, we have had ampl e 
occasi on to r eal i ze our  mi st ake* To 
t he maj or i t y of  Amer i can peopl e, we 
ar e J apanese* And as such, t hei r  op-
i ni on of  J apan and t he J apanese, t hough 
i t  may be for med t hr ough mal i ci ous po-
paganda and i gnor ance of  t he east er n 
s i t uat i on, i s al so di r ect ed agai nst  
t he second gener at i on* Thi s i nj ust i ce, 
because i t  has t ouched ever y Ni sei , has 
hel ped to make us more consci ous of  our  
posi t i on i n r el at i on t o t he envi r onment  
i n whi ch we l i ve; and i t  i s hel pi ng t o 
make each of  us r eal i ze t hat  t o i nsur e 
our sel ves agai nst  si mi l ar  si t uat i ons 
i n t he f ut ur e, we must  combi ne our sel ves 
i n our  ef f or t s t o make t he peopl e whose 
nat i on, customs and c i v i l i zat i on we have 
adopt ed become consci ous of  our  t r ue 
posi t i on**1 1 

Thi s st at ement  i t sel f  most  near l y r ef l ect s the 

publ i c posi t i on of  t he nat i onal  J apanese Amer i can Ci t i -

zens League; but  at  t he chapt er  l evel , where Ni sei  l eader -

shi p came under  the i nf l uence, and f r equent l y domi nat i on, 

of  l ocal  I ssei  l eader shi p, t he i dent i f i cat i on of  bot h 

gener at i ons wi t h t he cause of  J apan was Aor e marked* 

Sol i c i t at i on of  f unds, gat her i ng of  comfor t  

bags to be sent  t o degpanese sol di er s , sponsor shi p of  l ec-

t ur es and programs t o di ssemi nat e i nf or mat i on about  t he 

war  i n Chi na and ot her  r el at ed ac t i v i t i es , encour aged i n 

degr ee by the Consul ar  o f f i ce, became t he f unct i ons of  

t he I ssei  pol i t i cal  groups r eachi ng down t hr ough t he var -

i ous soc i al , economi c, and r el i gi ous or gani zat i ons of  t he 

communi ty* I n one of  the l ar gest  I ssei - owned busi ness 

f i r ms i n Los Angel es, t he Thr ee St ar  Pr oduce Company, t he 

1 The Pacr f c. Cr i ne* v/o/ � Vo. er a»00,y 
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Suggest i on t hat  over  350 empl oyees of  the company be 

or gani zed i n a savi ngs el ub and J apanese war  feonds 

pur chasi ng gr oup r epor t edl y was made by t he Cent r al  

J apanese Associ at i on; f unds of  t he Mi t suhoshi  Savi ngs 

Cl ub t  Thr ee St ar  Savi ngs Cl ub) wer e deposi t ed wi t h one 

of  t he J apanese br anch banks i n Los Angel es* 

The abr ogat i on of  t he Amer i can- J apanese Tr ade 

Tr eat y, announced s i x months i n advance of  i t s ef f ect i ve 

dat e i n J anuar y of  1940, af f ect ed L i t t l e Toki o pol i t i cal  

l eader shi p more at  t he Ni sei  l evel  t han at  t he I s s ei . 

I t  was easi er  f or  t he Amer i can ci t i zens of  J apanese anc-

est i y t o accept  t he poss i bi l i t y , however  r emot e, t hat  

t he Si no- J apanese conf l i ct  mi ght  some day become t he 

Amer i can- J apanese conf l i ct , t han i t  was f or  t he J apanese 

r esi dent  I s s ei , an al i en i nel i gi bl e t o Amer i can ci t i zen-

shi p. A smal l  segment  of  Ni sei  l eader shi p i n the J .A. C.L,m 

by 1940 was begi nni ng t o accept  t hi s poss i bi l i t y i n i t s 

t hi nki ng. An i nevi t abl e concl usi on drawn f r om t hi s ki nd 

of  t hi nki ng was t hat  i t  coul d concei vabl y be unwhol esome 

and unheal t hy t o mai nt ai n cl ose r el at i onshi ps wi t h t he 

J apanese Consul at e. Thi s was a f ar  cr y f r om t he days 

when t he J .A .C.L . f ur ni shed t he l egwoi k f or  a Consul at e-

sponsor ed census of  J apanese r es i dent s , bot h i s sei , and 

Ni sei , i n Los Angel es. 

Despi t e t hi s l at e devel opment  i n Ni sei  at t i t udes, 

 ̂ i t s ef f ect  upon I ssei  or gani zed act i v i t i es was not abl e at  

t he t op. The 1940- 41 Amer i cani sm campai gn of  the Cent r al  

Bancr of t  l i br ar y 
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J apanese Associ at i on, vi ewed wi t h consi der abl e suspi ci on 

by some obser ver s, was i n par t  the i nspi r at i on of  what  

may be descr i bed as J . a .C.L . i nf l uence i n I ssei  counci l s. 

The 23 months between J anuar y, 1940 and t he attaol c on 

Pear l  Harbor  were char act er i zed by ever - mount i ng t ensi on 

between t he Uni t ed St at es and J apan. The Los Angel es 

J .A .C.L . , wi t h headquar t er s wi t hi n two bl ooUs wal ki ng 

di st ance of  al l  t hr ee I ssei  pol i t i cal  gr oups, had def i n-

i t el y swer ved away, as an or gani zat i on f rom i t s pr evi ous 

cl ose associ at i on wi t h t he J apanese Consul at e, somee 

of  i t s t op of f i cer s and i ndi vi dual  l eader s, however , wer e 

s t i l l  conspi cuous i n associ at i ng wi t h t he I ssei  or gani za-

t i ons whi ch, i n t ur n, had not  sever ed Consul ar  cont act s. 

These l i nes appar ent l y remai ned unsever ed and i nt aot  up 

t o Deoember  7, 1941. 
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appear  t o have dawned wi t h power f ul  i mpact  upon t he I ssei  organ-

i zat i ons , as i t  di d among l eadi ng I ssei  busi ness men i n Los 

Angel es from 1940 on. The Cent r al  J apanese 

Associ at i on, f or  i nst ance, i t  was di scussed at  some 

meet i ngs, shoul d r el y more and more upon t he younger  Ms e i  Amer i can 

Ci t i zen or gani zat i ons to engage i n t he pr ot ect i ve work agai nst  

di scr i mi nat i on and economi c set - back. But  t he younger  or gani zat i ons 
<2*f j L ej r i dsi MJ U L̂-

whi ch coul d be i nf l uenced wi t h ease l acked 
7 

the pr est i ge, t he pol i t i cal  cont act s, t he communi ty l eader shi p of  

the J . A .C. L . , t he i ssei  l eader shi p concl uded. The r esul t  was, 

MgfrHh Ni sei  l eader shi p woul d ,be bought  and brought  i nt o t  e I ssei  

ear l y j ¡ f c ^W 1941 

or gani zat i on; t hus i n ¿0¿$y, the Ni sei  who had i n 1939 been pr esi -

dent  of  t he Los Angel es chapt er  of  t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens 

l eague was of f er ed the posi t i on of  execut i ve secr et ar y of  t he 

Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on at  a sal ar y r epor t ed t o be #150 mont hl y. 

Whatever  may have been t he opi ni on of  t he succeed-

i ng J .A.C.L . ftyttyw of f i cer s about  t hi s move, and to most  of  them 

i t  was not hi ng st ar t l i ng, the at t i t ude of  the ex- J .A. C.L . pr esi dent  

r ef l ect ed no sense of  gui l t  f or  havi ng "sol d out " hi s gr oup, as 

mi ght  be i nf er r ed by t he j 44&44G{ i nci pi ent  r i val r y 

bl oomi ng between I s sei  and iMisei  or gani zat i ons. E i j i  Tanabej f  re-

gar ded t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on of f er  as an oppor t uni t y t o 

i ndoct r i nat e the I ssei  group wi t h t he "Amer i cani zat i on" pr i nci pl es 

he had espoused as head of  the J .A .C.D. , he t ol d i nt i mat es; and 

f ur t her mor e, management  of  hi s downtown hot el s, whi ch pr ovi ded hi m 

and hi s f ami l y wi t h chi ef  sour ce of  i ncome, was not  a f ul l  t i me j ob. 

The ex- Engl i sh edi t or , ex- J .A. C.L . pr esi dent |  was eager  f or  conspi cu-

ous communi ty ser vi ce, so he accept ed t he of f er , r epl aci ng t he vet er an 

I ssei  execut i ve secr et ar y, Shi r o üUj i oka, who went  i nt o ret i tement . 
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At  t hi s t ime the Sout her n Cal i f or ni a Chamber  of  

Commerce and i ndust r y al r eady had a «i sel  secr et ar y, Takeo Tada, 

f l uent  i n both Engl i sh and J apanese as was Tanabe. Tada was an 

assi st ant  t o Kaoru Akashi , the i ssei  "shoki - cho" (Execut i ve 

Secr et ar y) f or  t he gr oup. 

The execut i ve secr et ar y of  t he J apanese Chamber  of  

Commerce of  Los Angel es i n the year  befor e out br eak of  war  was 

Shui chi  Sasaki , i ssei  who spoke and wr ot e Engl i sh al most  as wel l  

as he di d J apanese. 
Tfce *UAn� ¡vr - t  f i aj t J L i buj fan 

Ĵ Wt e <&as a per i od «fur i ng whi ch Ni sei  assumpt i on of  

l ar ger  r ol es i n or gani zat i on act i vi t y was not abl y 

conspi cuous. Bfo- the whoi esal et f t f̂ c m̂ar ket  ar ea wi t nessed 

t he f or mat i on of  t he J uni or  Pr oduce Cl ub. f̂ osTer t d by t he I ssei  

J apanese Commi ssi on mer chant s Associ at i on; i n t he gr ocer y f i el d, 

encour aged by the Nanka Mer chant s Associ at i on, «»s e c o n d gener -

a t l ° a gr ocer s group came 

i nt o exi st ence; t he - P ^ ^ r i c a n hor t i cul t ur al  Soci et y was 

t he p ^ e , count er par t  ̂i n the7 Ws e r y f i el d 

t hat  the much ol der  J uni or  F i er i  cul tural  S o c i e ^&i d been to t he 

i ssei  i n On the faxm f r ont / t he Ni sei  Eaxmers 

I nc . , had ôr gani zed; i n J ul y, 1940, a group o f  2 5 

l eadi ng Ni sei  busi ness and p r o f e s s i o n a l «  ̂ i n E a a t  

F i r st  and San Pedro st r eet  di st r i ct  formed a commi t tee t hey named 

"L i t t l e Toki o, I nc ." on a j uni or  chamber  of  commerce pl an 

to draw up a 14m g9 r ange program of  busi ness devel opment  f or  t he 

ar ea: - f Ûf  qgdfaj i xA t tout fu* M a ĉ J  W ^ i ^ i J * , 

The sur gence of  Ni sei  or gani zed l eader shi p i nt o economi c 

spher es of  act i v i t y was hast ened and st i mul at ed, i t  appear s, by 

t he i ncr easi ng t ensi on between Amer i ca «and J apan and the r esul t ant  
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. . . A not i ceabl e euphasi s 

ef f ect  upon I ssei  t hi nki ng. upon "Amer i -

cani sm" and "l oyal t y" and "we ar e c i t i zens" theme char act er i st i c 

of  J .A .C.L . act i v i t y appear s over  and over  agai n i n t he st at e-
by al l  the Ni sei  gr oups, 

ments i ssued at  t hi s t  For  i nst ance, 

the J uni or  Pr oduce Cl ub came i nt o bei ng at  the Sevent h, Ei ght y, 

and Ml  nth St r eet  whol esal e mar ket s i n Sept ember  of  1940 wi t h 
begi nni ng wi t h a pr eambl e: 

a Const i t ut i on set t i ng f or t h i t s avowed pur poses i n Ar t i cl e I I I  

as f ol l ows: 

"The pur poses of  t hi s or gani zat i on shal l  be: 

"1. To promote and mai nt ai n Amer i can- J apanese 
f r i endshi p. .  ̂

"2. To cr eat e bet t er  under st andi ng among al l  
peopl e connect ed, di r ect l y and i ndi r ect l y, wi t h 
the agr i cul t ur al  and pr oduce i ndust r i es. 

"3. To f ost er  ami cabl e r el at i onshi ps between 
t he t hr ee pr i nc i pal  mar ket  t ei mi nai s i i  i n t he 
Ci t y of  Los Angel es. 

"4. To encour age and f ur t her  t he st udy of  eco-
nomic pr i nci pl es r el at i ve to t he pr oduce i ndust -
r y. 

"5. To acquai nt  and bet t er  devel op cul t ur al  
act i v i t i es among our  members. 

"6. To sponsor  and t o encour age spor t s act i vi -
t i es . 

"7. To uphol d t he pr i nci pl es of  good ci t i zen-
shi p and t r ue Amer i cani sm by par t i c i pat i ng i n 
var i ous ci vi c ac t i v i t i es . 

"8. To promote t he gener al  wel f ar e ifcf  t he 
A&̂ r fccan ci t i zens of  J apanese ancest r y. 

"9. To cooper at e wi t h var i ous or gani zat i ons i n 
t he f ur t her ance of  good under st andi ng among al l  
peopl e."  ̂ e 
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ef f ect  upon I ssei  t hi nki ng. 

Fol l owi ng abr ogat i on of  t he Tr eat y of  Tr ade and 

Commerce between J apan and the Uni t ed St at es i n J anuar y, 1940 (?) , 

the I ssei  mind col l ect i vel y seems t o have t ur ned a maj or  shar e 

of  i t s pr e- occupat i on upon the unf avor abl e posi t i on of  the 

"Zai bei - Dobo" gr oup�t he I ssei  who wer e i nel i gi bl e t o Amer i can 

ci t i zenshi p* 

i t  wjuj- u have been di f f i cul t  t o f i nd any I ssei  who 
_ , . as i nci dent  af t er  i nci dent  mount ed, 
bel i eved war  woul d event ual l y come, t houghi near l y al l  gave evi -

denct of  concer n, anxi et y and f ear  t hat  somet hi ng adver se was 
v encour aged r ecogni zed 

i n t he of f i ng. Most  I ssei  wer e/ ĵ f c by t hei r ĉommuni t y l eader s 

at  t hi s st age, however , to bel i eve t hat  t hei r  st at us as penaanent  

r esi dent s of  Amer i ca was much more f avor abl e t han t hat  of  bei ng 

pot ent i al l y out - and- out  "t eki - kokuj i n" (pot ent i al  

enemy al i ens i n the event  of  a war ) . 

Thus, i n Mar ch, 1941, Gongoro Nakamur a, pr esi dent  of  

t he Cent r al  J apanese Associ at i on, i ssued a r el ease i n bot h J apanese 

and Engl i sh f or  publ i cat i on i n t he t hr ee dai l y ver nacul ar  news-

paper s to "al l ay growi ng f ear s of  the I ssei  as t o what  woul d hap-

pen to them i f  war  comes i n t he Pac i f i c ". Nakamura sai d: 

"I t  has al ways been my opi ni on t hat  we J apanese 
r esi dent s i n Amer i ca, who wer e l egal l y admi t t ed i nt o 
t he Uni t ed St at es as permanent  r esi dent s, and who ar e 
f at her s and mothers of  Amer i can ci t i zens of  J apanese 
ancest r y, and who admi r e and r espect  Amer i can i n s t i -
t u t i o ns , i deal s and t r adi t i ons, and who have been en-
deavor i ng t o promote t he gener al  wel f ar e of  t he commun-
i t y i n cont r i but i ng t o the .Amer i can way of  l i f e t hr ough 
our  r espect i ve occupat i ons and pr of essi ons, wi l l  be 
i t r eated as r esi dent s and not  as al i en enemi es; i f  we 
al ways behave our sel ves as good r esi dent s and cont i nue 
to do our  par t  as the members of  t he communi ty, even 
though the sever ance of  di pl omat i c r el at i ons between 
J apans and t he Uni t ed St at es mi ght  unf or t unat el y occur  
i n t he f ut ur e, whi ch, of  cour se, we f er vent l y pr ay wi l l  
never  happen; because Amer i ca st ands f or  Gr eat  Pr i nci -
pl es�Fr eedom, ¿qual i t y, J ust i ce, and Tol er ance and 

Bancr of t  t t br t r f f  
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because we si ncer el y bel i eve 40 t hat  Amer i ca 
now and al ways wi l l  l i ve up to t hose Pr i nci -
pl es whi ch ar e t he pr i cel ess her i t age of  t hi s 
Gr eat  .Republ i c.1* 

Nakamura f l &t f t /b f̂  st at ement  went  on to announce t hat  

he had j ust  r ecei ved cor r espondence f r om "Hon. .Lemuel  

B. Schof i el d, speci al  assi st ant  t o the At t or ney- Gener al " 

st at i ng t hat  "Sect i on 1 of  the j bour teenth Amendment  t o t he 

const i t ut i on of  t he Uni t ed St at es pr ovi des i n par t  as f ol l -

ows: 'nor  shal l  any st at e depr i ve any per son of  l i f e, l i ber t y 

o r  pr oper t y wi t hout  dueDpr ocess of . l aw; nor  deny to any per -

son wi t hi n t t s j ur i sdi ct i on the equal  ¿pr ot ect i on of  t he l aw. f " 

Hi s cyU Â assur i ng concl usi on t o Sout her n Cal i f or ni a l ssei  

was: "From the f or egoi ng, you wi l l  r eadi l y see t hat  we ar e 

ampl y pr ot ect ed by the Const i t ut i on of  the Uni t ed St at es ." 

St at ement s such as t hese l ul l ed many l ssei  busi ness 

l eader s i nt o a gr eat er  sense of  secur i t y, tools t he shar pness 

of f  some of  t he di st ur bi ng headl i nes t hat  j ar r ed t hei r  opt i mi sm 

at  near l y ever y t ur n, ar t i cul at e l ssei  l eader shi p, especi al l y 

t hat  cent er ed among the t hr ee maj or  Juos Angel es or gani zat i ons, 

became acut el y sel f - consci ous of  the nat i onal  publ i c i t y t hen 

bei ng pour ed a upon the "J aps on the West  Coast ." The August  

10, 1940, edi t i on of  L i ber t y Magazi ne  ̂ whi ch publ i shed an 

ar t i c l e "F i f t h Col umn i n Cal i f or ni a" l ed a number  of  t he l s s ei  

to observe t hat  "hyst er i a has al r eady set  i n ". 

Ear l y on the morni ng of  September  3, 1940, of f  

Hor seshoe Kel p some 3  ̂ mi l es from San Pedr o, Cal i f or ni a, t he 

J apanese N.Y .K . L i ne f r ei ght er  "Saki t o Mar u" l oomed out  of  the 

f og and rammed i nt o the anchor ed spor t  f i shi ng bar ge "Ol ympi c 

I I " . The 50- year - ol d conver t ed schooner  keel ed over ,qui ckl y 

went  to the bot tom, ei ght  l i ves l ost . Thr ee days l at er , i n Los 
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Feder al  Cour t , t her e was a hear i ng on cl ai ms t ot al l i ng 

$787,500 brought  by f ami l i es of  vi ct i ms and barge owner s. 

At t or ney Wi l l i am Boet hke, r épr esent i ng the J apanese (Ni ppon 

Yusen üai sya) st eamshi p f i r m, asked the cour t  t o make the 

bonds as "l ow as poss i bl e," expl ai ni ng: 

"Bondi ng compani es are demandi ng cash col l at er al  

from t he owners of  t he Saki t o on t he poss i bi l i t y t hat  some-

t hi ng mi ght  g3 ami ss between t he Uni t ed St at es and J apan." 
sponsor ed by t he four  maj or  pol i t i cal  organ i z at  i ons t f f 'Wuuf 'Hu 

Thus i t  was t hat  at  most  publ i c gat her i ngs //her e 

Caucasi an guest s were wafeg-  pr esent  or  wi t hi n hear i ng di st ance, 

a maj or  pr e- occupat i on of  both i ssei  and Ni sei  di nner  speaker s 

was t hat  of  "l oyal t y t o p e r i c a ". The Engl i sh sect i ons of  the 

ver nacul ar  pr ess har dl y l et  a day go by wi t hout  

r emi nder  of  the t heme: 

iii  ¿ a y 

"Amer i ca i s a permanent  noute to us**- a permanent  home 

where we have l i ved, worked and where we expect  t p di e and be 

bur i ed i n the soi l  of  our  nat i ve l and. We know no ot her  home. 

We woul d t ake up arms t o defend i t  agai nst  ever y enemy. . . Pre-

j udi ce and di scr i mi nat i on, due to our  havi ng been bor n Amer i cans 

o f  J apanese par ent age i nst ead of  per haps, J - r i sh, or  what  you wi l l , hav  ̂

gi ven us a desi r e to make our sel ves s t i l l  bet t er  Amer i cans because 

ci r cumst ances make i t  so. We work f or  our  l i v i ng, pay our  t axes 

r egul ar l y, and we keep of f  cr i mi nal  and r el i ef  r o l l s . We gener al l y 

mind out  own busi ness and shar e a deep gj fcp-  aver si on to f or ei gn 

phi l osophi es i n whi ch we det ect  t hr eat s to Amer i can i deal s as em-

bodi ed i n our  Const i t ut i on." 

Bancroft  Ubref£> 
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Loyal t y League 9 was founded lr» San Fr anci sco i n 1918, by 

s i x young Ni sei , t hr ee of  whom had r ecor ds of  ser vi ce i n 

t he U.S. Army* I t  was l i t t l e more t han an i nf or mal  di s-

cussi on gr oup, devot ed t o debat e and del i ber at i on on the 

mer i t s of  pol i t i cal  candi dat es and i ssues as a basi s f or  

"good, c i t i zenshi p«" The second was t he Seat t l e Pr ogr essi ve 

Ci t I sens 

Bancr of t  Li br ar y 
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League, f ounded I n 1922, wi t h somewhat  t he same obj ect i ves 

but  ehar aet er l sed by cl oser  cooper at i on wi t h t he I ssel  

l eader s of  t he communi ty* The I dea of  nLoyal t y Leagues11  

} pfyK {. h i H- J - f  ̂u-  ' ' . ''' 

spr ead bot h nortt i  andr  sout h, chi ef l y t hr ough the medium of  

t he J apanese l anguage dal l i es . A gr owi ng r eal i zat i on t hat  

sust ai ned exi st ence depended upon I ssel  suppor t , l ed t o con* 

t act s wi t h t he var i ous J apanese Associ at i ons I n Cal i f or ni a, 

and a pl an was engi neer ed f or  t he for mat i on of  a Cal i f or ni a* 

wi de Amer i can Loyal t y League* Del egat es f or  a meet i ng i n 

1925 were sel ect ed by t he J apanese Associ at i ons I n ni ne 

l ocal i t i es , t he choi ce bei ng usual l y t he ol dest  Hl sel  I n 

t he communi t y. The aver age age of  t he del egat es was 21; t he 

ol dest  was 27. A f or mal  or gani zat i on I n st r uct ur e came out  

of  t hi s sessi on* I t  was named, "Amer i can Loyal t y League," 

membershi p was r est r i ct ed t o c i t i zens,and a const i t ut i on was 

of f i c i al l y adopt ed. The program as descr i bed r et r ospect i vel y 

by t he f ounder  was as f ol l ows: 

Our  chi ef  pur pose was t o cr eat e a bet t er  under -

st andi ng bet ween Caucasi ans and peopl es of  J apanese 

descent . We r epr esent ed t he I nt er est s of  al l  our  

peopl e; we had become a ci vi c or gani zat i on and had ex« 

panded out  a l i t t l e bi t  wi t h heavi er  r esponsi bi l i t i es; 

we st r essed t he obl i gat i ons of  c i t i zenshi p, ur ged our  

members t o exer ci se t hei r  pr i vi l ege of  vot i ng. But  

ôf " al l , we wer e educat i onal  and publ i c r el at i ons groups 

i n our  own communi t i es� Of  cour se, t he bunch was so 

young we coul dn't  do much more t han di scussi ng pol i t i cal  

candi dat es; we dl dn*t  have f unds. Nat ur al l y t her e wer q 

[ 
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t hese di scr i mi nat or y l aws and pr act i ses t hat  were 

comi ng al ong« We want ed t o do somethi ng f or  our  

peopl e but  none of  us had any exper i ence. 

The educat i onal  backgr ound of  t he f ounder s and chi ef  
\ 

or gani ser s was al most  compl et el y Amer i can publ i c s c h o o l ;  ̂

al l  t he key f i gur es were ei t her  col l ege gr aduat es or  had 

some uni ver si t y t r ai ni ng. Ther e were no Kl bel  among them* 

None was f i nanc i al l y i ndependent ; al l  were dependent  f or  

l i vel i hood upon a communi ty domi nat ed and cont r ol l ed by 

I s sel , Al l  were at  the bot tom of  t he hi l l  j ust  st ar t i ng 

t o cl i mb t o what  each hoped woul d be busi ness or  pr of essi on-

al  success. Each f el t  wi t h di f f er i ng degr ees of  sensi t i vi t y 

t he l i mi t at i ons Imposed by di scr i mi nat or y pr act i se i n 

Amer i ca. And there I s evi dence t o show t hat  most  Ni sei  of  

t hat  day, cont empl at i ng - hts f ut ur e, r egar ded J apan and t he 

Par  East  as of f er i ng pot ent i al i t i es f or  i ndi vi dual  abi l i t y 

f ar  i n excess of  oppor t uni t i es i n Amer i ca * 

Af t er  about  two and a hal f  year s the movement  l ost  

gr ound, and act i ve I ssel  backi ng was wi t hdr awn. I t  had had 
r 

no r eal  pl an of  act i on, and t he programs i t  pr esent ed to 

t he Ni sei  were i n vague and gener al  terms t hat  had no 

popul ar  appeal * 

The decl i ne of  t he or gani zat i on i n Cal i f or ni a seems t o 

have been the si gnal  f or  i nj ect i on of  new l i f e f r om Seat t l e. 

I n 1928, the f ounder  of  t he Pr ogr essi ve Ci t i zens League 

"ar r i ved i n Cal i f or ni a and began hi s mi ssi onar y work . . . 

t o r ehabi l i t at e t he c i t i zens ' l eague movement . . . . The 

i dea t ook hol d i mmedi at el y . . . The f ramework of  t he < 
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Nat i onal  or gani zat i on was di soussed and pl anned at /a7 

San Fr anci sco meet i ng ¿/In Apr i l  1929J s" 

Wi t hi n t he span of  seven year s f r om 1930 t hr ough 1936, 

dur i ng whi ch f our  Nat i onal " convent i ons were hel d, t he 

J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League emerged as a movement  of  

t he more Am&r i cani zed Hi sel  t o col l ect i vel y secur e t hei r  

pol i t i cal  and economi c sel f - pr ot ect I on. 

�¿hi s ef f or t  t o f i nd means of  i mmuni t y'f r om pr ej udi ced 

and di scr i mi nat or y pr act i ces st ands out  as an obj ect i ve i n 

whi ch al l  League chapt er s were i n common agr eement . I n t hi s 
J j - aXi  ̂

sense, the J .A .C. L , as a movement  of  t he l at t er  t went i es and 

ear l y t hi r t i es , was t he l ogi cal  devel opment  of  t he sel f -

pr ot ect l ve act i v i t i es of  t he ol der  J apanese Associ at i ons. 

The fundament al  di f f er ence bet ween t he char act er  of  t he 

^x WWl U f l  (J apanese Associ at i on) and t he i hftml n gffip îikt  

(Ci t i zens League) appr oach t o t he common pr obl em of  economi c 

and pol i t i cal  pr essur es agai nst  t he J apanese communi ty 

r evol ved ar ound t he pl ace of  t he J apanese Consul at e as an 

i nst r ument  of  act i on. For  t he J apanese Associ at i on t he 

government  of  J apan's agent  i n Amer i ca had al ways been t he 

power  upon whi ch gr eat est  r el i ance was pl aced; t hi s was t he 

nat ur al ônsequence of  the I ssel 1 s al i en- i nel i gi bl e- t o-
v c i t i zenshi p st at us* 

For  t he J . A . C . L . , however , t he Consul ar  of f i cer  appear ed 

From t he Gener al  Pr ogr am, Nat i onal  J .A .C.L . Convent i on, 

San- Fr anci sco, Cal i f or ni a, 1934, p. 16. 
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I n a somewhat  di f f er ent  r ol e. He was t he r epr esent at i ve 

of  a f or ei gn gover nment , a f r i endl y f or ei gn gover nment , and 

wi t h whom cl ose af f i ni t y was f el t  and r ecogni zed. But  

ul t i mat el y, I t  was appar ent l y f el t  by J .A .C.L . l eader s even 

In t hi s per i od, t hat  t he gr eat est  dependence f or  secur i t y 

and equal i t y of  t r eat ment  i n Amer i can l i f e l ay i n J . A . C . L . ' s 

di r ect  appr oach t o t he r epr esent at i ves of  t he Amer i can 

government  and t he Amer i can peopl e. 

Thi s di f f er ence r emai ned submerged t o a gr eat  ext ent  i n 

t he ear l y t hi r t i es . Asi de f r om an i nt ense pl ay upon t he 

sl ogans of  pat r i ot i c Amer i cani sm empl oyed by t he J apanese 

Amer i can Ci t i zens League, t her e was no marked di f f er ence i n 

t he accept ance of  t he J apanese Consul 's posi t i on of  pre-

emi nence as r ecogni zed guar di an of  t he communi t y's wel f ar e 

bet ween J apanese Associ at i on and J .A .C.L . The Ni sei  popu-

l at i on f or  t he most  par t  was s t i l l  I n i t s mi nor i t y. As a 

pol i t i cal  f act or , t he second gener at i on was negl i gi bl e. 

As an economi c f act or , I t  was al most  ent i r el y s t i l l  dependent  

upon t he al i en f i r st  gener at i on. The f i nanci al  suppor t  f or  

t hi s c i t i zens or gani zat i on, as i n the ear l i er  per i od, came 

l ar gel y from sour ces wi t hi n t he J apanese communi t y. 

I n two I nst ances of  i nt er r aci al  f r i ct i on  ̂ i n 1934 and 

1935j >{Sal t  Ri ver  Val l ey, Ar i zona, and Tul ar e Count y, 

Cal i f or ni a) t he J apanese Associ at i on and t he J .A .C.L . 

j oi ned f or ces wi t h t he J apanese Consul ar  Of f i ce t o pr ot ect  ( 

the I nt er est s of  I ssei  and Ni sei  gr ower s and l abor er s. 

I n t hi s connect i on, I t  I s a mat t er  of  r ecor ded 

per formance t hat  t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League's 

I  , Bancroft  Library 
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ef f or t s t o hel p sol ve t ensi on and conf l i ct  probl ems where 

vi ol ence agai nst  I ssel  and Ni sei  had occur r ed was al ways 

char act er i sed by a conci l i at or y, def ensi ve appr oach. 

Ther e was sel dom a vi gor ous, denunci at or y l ashi ng out  

agai nst  the Caucasi an at t acker s I n the J .A.C#L . l eader * 

shi p's conduct . The spi r i t  of  ar bi t r at i on, of  conci l i at i on, 

of  non- vi ol ence seemed t o pr evai l . 

Dur i ng t hi s per i od, t he J .A .C0L . was br ought  t o a 

posi t i on of  r ecogni t i on wi t hi n t he J apanese communi t i es of  

t he ent i r e Paci f i c Coast  by successf ul  par t i ci pât I onf  as 

a l eague of  c i t i zens , i n br i ngi ng about  changes i n l aws 

and r egul at i ons havi ng adver se ef f eot s or  I mpl i cat i ons 

f or  J apanese Amer i cans, f or  exampl e, (1) Amendment  of  t he 

Cabl e Act  I n 1931, enabl i ng Ni sei  women mar r yi ng I ssei  men 

t o bot h r egai n and r et ai n t hei r  Amer i can c i t i zenshi p; (2) 

Passage of  t he Or i ent al  Vet er ans Ci t i zenshi p Act  I n J une, 

1936; (3) Obt ai ni ng "r ecogni t i on or  passpor t " i n 1936, t hus 

maki ng i t  possi bl e f or  Ni sei  t o obt ai n easy admi t t ance I nt o 

t he Uni t ed St at es af t er  goi ng t o J apan or  t r avel i ng abr oad. 

I n each of  t hese cases, r epr esent at i ves of  J .A.C.L » 

made di r ect  appr oaches t o Amer i can government  r epr esent at i ves 

I n Washi ngt on. The or gani zat i on al so par t i ci pat ed act i vel y 

I n f i ght i ng r egi onal  di scr i mi nat or y l egi s l at i on, e . g . , ant i -

al i en f i shi ng l aws and r est r i ct i ve l and l aws. J .A .C.L . spear -

headed a concer t ed at tempt  t o end segr egat i on whi ch had 

been i nt r oduced I n school s I n f our  smal l  Cal i f or ni a 
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communi t i es« I t  chal l enged t he r egul at i on of  a count y 

cl er k who had r ul ed t hat  al l  J apanese Amer i can vot er s 

woul d be r equi r ed t o show t hei r  expat r i at i on f r om dual  

c i t i zenshi p paper s bef or e bei ng al l owed t o r egi st er  and 

vot e. Campai gns f or  equal  t r eat ment  of  J apanese Amer i cans 

appear ed t hr oughout  t hi s per i od I n many di f f er ent  l ocal i t i es 

Dur i ng t he l at e 1930's , J . A .C. L . l eader shi p t ended t o 

make Amer i cani sm educat i on an end i n I t sel f  and not  a means 

towards t he at t ai nment  of  t he ear l i er  obj ect i ve of  economi c 

and pol i t i cal  sel f - pr ot ect i on. Fol l owi ng t he Nat i onal  

Convent i on I n Seat t l e I n 1936, t he edi t or  of  t he Seat t l e 

J apanese Amer i can Cour i er  who was al so edi t or  of  the J .A .C.L 

t abl oi d publ i cat i on, Paci f i c Ci t i zen, began an I nt ensi ve 

newspaper  campai gn f or  Ni sei  pat r i ot i c ac t i v i t y . Thr ough 

t hese paper s, he channel ed hi s vi ews I nt o t he coast  dai l y 

Engl i sh sect i ons of  t he ver nacul ar  pr ess. Hi s edi t or i al s 

were wi del y quot ed, bot h by Ni sei  edi t or s and J .A .C. L . 

or at or s. The emphasi s upon compl ete i dent i t y, "s i ngl e 

l o y al t y / "undi vi ded al l egi anc e/ and "f ai t hf ul ness" t o t he 

Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca, "our  gl or i ous l and of  f r eedom and 

l i ber t y" became a J .A .C. L . t r ademar k. 

The marked i ncr ease i n t he number  of  el i gi bl e Ni sei  

vot er s, accompanyi ng t he appr oach t o maj or i t y of  t he second 

gener at i on J apanese Amer i cans, cont r i but ed gr eat l y t o t he 

J .A .C.L . *s sense of  sel f - i mpor t ance I n 1937- 38. These were 

year s of  br anchi ng J .A .C.L . i nt er est s and cl ai ms. I n 
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Seat t l e, f or  exampl e, the or gani sat i on even t ook a hi gh 

degr ee of  cr edi t  f or  mai nt ai ni ng t he l ow j uveni l e del i nquency 

r at e among t he J apanese popul at i on« 

I n Los Angel es, I t  l aunched I nt o t hat  c i t y 's pol i t i cal  

campai gni ng and el ect i ons and adver t i sed I t sel f  i n t he 

ver nacul ar  pr ess as t he f ount al nhead of  c i t i zenshi p educa-

t i on; I n Cent er vi l l e i t  sponsor ed or at or i cal  cont est s f or  

Ni sei  and sponsor ed soci al  event s; I n Ter mi nal  I sl and and 

San Gabr i el  I t  or gani sed speaker s' bur eaus t o conduct  

publ l o r el at i ons among Caucasi an or gani zat i ons* The 

Sacr ament o chapt er  i nst i t ut ed l ect ur e ser i es on such t opi cs 

as "Vocat i onal  Fut ur e f or  Ni sei " and "Second Gener at i on 

Mar r i age«* The Sonoma County J .A.C.L « I n Cal i f or ni a and 

the Thomas, Washi ngt on, chapt er s vent  I n f or  or at or i cal  

cont est s and soc i al s ; t he San Mateo chapt er  r epor t ed per i odi c 

successf ul  pi cni cs , whi l e i n Orange Count y, members debat ed 

t he t opi c of  "Uni oni zat i on"; at  Wat sonvl l l e and Fr esno, 

"t al ent  r evues," dr amat i c and musi cal  pr esent at i ons were 

hi ghl i ght s of  a year 's ac t i v i t i es , and at  Yaki ma, Washi ngt on, 

Ni sei  or at or s t al ked on suoh subj ect s as "Bui l der s of  Good-

wi l l , " "The Conf l i ct  of  the Ages," "Maker s of  t he F l ag," 

"HVe Can11 F al l , " "Government  of , by, and f or  The Peopl e," 

"A Ci t i zen's Nat i onal  I deal s ," and "Dut i es and Responsi bl l i -

t i es of  t he Ni sei s as Amer i can Ci t i zens«" 

The conspi cuous st r ess upon Amer i cani sm educat i on of  

t he younger  Ni sei  who I dent i f i ed t hemsel ves wi t h the J «A«C.L« 
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movement  may be i nt er pr et ed i n t he l i ght  of  t he 

compar at i vel y i sol at ed char act er  of  t he J apanese commun-

i t y on t he west  coast * Ther e was an over weeni ng consci ous-

ness of  the nJ apanl zl ng" i nf l uences wi t hi n t he communi t y. 

J .A .C.L . l eader s of  t he per i od made f r equent  r ef er ences t o 

t hese I nf l uences; t hey were aware of  t he J apanese l anguage 

school s, t he probl ems of  t he Kl bei , dual  c i t i zenshi p st at us, 

I ssel  economi c cont r ol  and I ssei  sympat hi es f or  J apan I n 

the Chi na si t uat i on« And one means of  adj ust i ng t hemsel ves 

t o t hi s s i t uat i on, per haps, was f or  them t o f i nd a counter -

bal anci ng over - emphasi s upon t he "Ni see's Pl ace i n Amer i ca.* 

For  a t i me, however , t hey exer ci sed car e not  t o di s-

par age t he cul t ur al  val ues of  J apan, nor  t o ant agoni ze I ssel  

f eel i ngs I n t he l et t er 's sympat hi es f or  J apan. Sensi t i ve t o 

t he r epeat ed at t acks agai nst  t he J apanese l anguage school s 

f r om Caucasi an sour ces, yet  aware of  t he ent r enched suppor t  

of  t he school s as an I nst i t ut i on of  t he J apanese communi ty, 

t he J .A .C. L , dur i ng the ear l y par t  of  t hi s per i od passed 

f r equent  r esol ut i ons whi ch at  t he same t i me af f i r med t he 

val ue of  J apanese l anguage educat i on i n "maki ng bet t er  

Amer i can c i t i zens" and ur ged t he school s t o be "more 

vi gor ousl y Amer i can" I n t hei r  cur r i cul um. 

The concept  of  l oyal t y was r epeat edl y t al ked about  at  

or gani zat i on meet i ngs. Ther e i s a cer t ai n f er vor  and In-

t ensi t y on t he subj ect  of  l oyal t y not  found i n ot her  
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J .A.C.L « di scussi ons. 

An ef f or t  t o anal yse t he J ,A«C«L , def i ni t i on of  

Amer i can l oyal t y l eads t o an exami nat i on of  t he publ i c 

speeches of  t he Nat i onal  pr esi dent s, t he mi nut es on meet * 

l ngs where the subj ect  of  dual  c i t i zenshi p was di scussed, 

and pr ess st at ement s dur i ng t hese year s . For  I t  was I n 

t hi s per i od of  adj ust ment  t hat  t he bui l d- up of  pr evi ous 
. -v ¡ip fir  1� � 

year s on t he theme "Ni sei , Be Loyal  t o Amer i ca" got  wi dest  

at t ent i on wi t hi n t he J apanese communi ty* 

I n no ot her  J *A,C,L , l eader  I s t her e t he consl st enoy 

of  pur pose nor  per si st ence of  ef f or t  I n empl oyi ng t he t er m 

"l oyal t y" i n t he ent i r e movement  t han i n t he case of  t he 

f i r s t  Nat i onal  pr esi dent » I n hi s keynot e speech, as r e* 

t i r i ng pr esi dent  i n 1936, he sal ds 

" . � . Loyal t y means t hat  we shoul d be r eady 

t o sacr i f i ce ever y i nt er est  t hat  you have and our  

l i ves I t sel f , I f  our  count r y oal l s upon us, and 

t hat  I s t he l oyal t y whi ch shoul d be I ncul cat ed; 

t hat  we ar e not  t o be l oyal  so l ong as we ar e 

pl eased or  not ; and t hat  l oyal t y whi ch I s onl y 

pl easi ng I s onl y sel f - i ndul gence and sel f i sh-

n � nes s � � � � 

The gener al i sat i ons def i ni ng "l oyal t y" accor di ng t o 

t he J .A .C. L . i nt er pr et at i on were r epeat ed a hundr edf ol d at  

¿ff  Prom J *A»0#L* r ecor ds* 

f  
Bancr of t  Li br ar y 
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l ocal  meet i ngs, di st r i ct  counci l  gat her i ngs, nat i onal  con-

vent I ons, I n or at or i cal  cont est s, I n t he Pacl f l o Ci t i zen. 

I n t he Engl i sh sect i ons of  t he dai l y l anguage pr ess. 

The t er mi nol ogy of  t hese expr essi ons, mor eover , bear s 

st r ong r esembl ance to t he Amer i cani sm educat i on of  t he day 

sponsor ed by such or gani zat i ons as t he Amer i can Legi on, 

Vet er ans of  For ei gn War s, and Daught er s of  t he Amer i can 

Revol ut i on* Dr awi ng as t hey di d upon such wAmer i cani sm" 

I nf l uences, I t  became evi dent  I n t he l at t er  par t  of  t hi s 

per i od t hat  J *A.C#L # l eader shi p devel oped a di vi s i on and 

di f f er ences over  t he conoept  of  l oyal t y t o Amer i ca, f or  

whi l e t hey coul d def i ne the term i n gener al i zat i ons and 

get  agr eement , t hey coul d not  r each unani mi t y among them-

sel ves i n def i ni ng l oyal t y I n r el at i on t o speci f i c per sons, 

s i t uat i ons, and ci r cumst ances* 

The f i r s t  br eak devel oped i n 1937 over  t he I ssue of  

sympat hi es and l eani ngs i n t he Sl no- J apanese cont r over sy* 

Up t o t hi s t i me, al most  wi t hout  except i on, Nat i onal  

J *A»C*L* l eader shi p suppor t ed the I ssel  posi t i on of  

I dent i t y wi t h J apan's cause« Wher ever  t her e had been 

any cr i t i c i sm of  J apan, i t  had been not  agai nst  her  i n-

vasi on of  Chi nese soi l  nor  agai nst  her  empl oyment  of  
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mi l i t ar y fore* I n at t empt i ng t o sol ve her  pr obl ems, 

but  agai nst  her  l ack of  good pr opagandi st s* Loyal t y 

t o Amer i ca In t hi s ear l y st age, t hen, I n no wi se 

excl uded I dent i t y or  sympathy wi t h J apan's cause I n 

t he Far  East . I n t he l at er  per i od of  adj ust ment , however, 

t he f i r s t  br eak devel oped I n t he concept  of  Amer i can 

l oyal t y whi ch I ncl uded sympathy wi t h J apan. I n an apol -

oget i c, def ensi vel y bol st er ed pr esent at i on of  i t s case, 

nat i onal  J .A.C.L * l eader shi p t hi nki ng veer ed away f r om 

t he not i on t hat  t he Ni sei  coul d be whol ehear t edl y l oyal  

t o Amer i ca and s t i l l  have sympat hi es wi t h J apan I n t he 

Chi na si t uat i on* I t  f i r s t  t ook a st and of  neut r al i t y, 

appar ent l y under  pr essur e f r om Caucasi an I nf l uences, 

and t hi s was not  al t oget her  popul ar  wi t hi n t he J apanese 

communi t y. Here one det ect s the f i r s t  s i gni f i cant  br eak 

of  t he J *A.C,L . away f r om t he I ssei  l eader shi p of  t he 

/ J apanese communi t y, and t he cent r al  i ssue under l yi ng t he 

sur f aoe di f f er ences i s a J .A .C. L . .r e- def i nI t  i on of  i t s 

most  f r equent l y used expr essi on al oyal t y" I n terms of a 

speci f i c si t uat i on* 

The br eak at  f i r s t  was smal l , al most  unnot l ceabl e* 
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Ther e were at t empt s t o make al l owances f or  "sympat hi es f or  

J apan*8 cause11 wi t h t he admoni t i on t hat  such sympat hi es must  

not  be al l owed t o become I n any way r el at ed t o t hei r  al l egi ance 

The posi t i on of  t he l oyal  Af r i c an Ni sei  who mai nt ai ned 

whol ehear t ed al l egi ance t o t he Uni t ed St at es and kept  from 

get t i ng "t oo i nvol ved" i n t he Chi na- J apan si t uat i on was the 

pr oper  and most  desi r abl e one, t he J #A,C#L . I mpl i ed at  t hi s 

t i me« 

Prom t hi s avowed posi t i on of  neut r al i t y on t he Sl no-

J apanese conf l i c t , because of  f ear  t hat  any ot her  st and mi ght  

be mi sconst r ued by t he Caucasi an publ i c as di s l oyal t y t o 

Amer i ca, t he J ,A .c .L # concept  of  l oyal t y cr yst al l i zed I n s t i l l  

anot her  form by 1940. The Si no- J apanese conf l i ct  had shi f t ed 

st eadi l y I nt o the Paci f i c and now t hr eat ened t o devel op i nt o 

an Amer i can- J apanese conf l i c t . The pr essur es of  Amer i can 

publ i c opi ni on, al most  whol l y sympat het i c wi t h Chi na I n 1937, 

had now grown I n I nt ensi t y and wer e di st i nct l y ant 1- J apanese. 

Out  of  the habi t  of  def i ni ng l oyal t y, t al k i ng about  l oyal t y, 

I nt er pr et i ng i t  f or  bot h t he J apanese and Caucasi an com-

muni t i es, a segment  of  J .A#C.L . l eader shi p i n 1939 and 1940 

began to ar r ogat e to I t sel f  t he aut hor i t y t o J udge and 

eval uat e t he l oyal t y of  members of  t he J apanese communi t y. 

The def i ni ng of  Amer i can l oyal t y I n terms of  speci f l e 

per sons I n t hese l at t er  year s became a pr act i ce encour aged 

by Caucasi an of f i c i al s wi t h whom J .A.C.L * l eader s came i nt o 

cont act , More t han any ot her  si ngl e or gani zat i on of  t he 

J apanese communi t y, t he J .a#C#L # came to be associ at ed I n t he 

popul ar  mi nd wi t h t he "l nu" r ol e t hat  r eached I t s cl i max 
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wi t hi n t he r el ocat i on cent er s. 

An anal ysi s of  cor r espondence bet ween Nat i onal  J .A .O.L . 

of f i cer s dur i ng t hi s per i od I s par t i cul ar l y r eveal i ng. I n 

r ef er ences to i ndi vi dual s and act s wi t hi n t he J apanese com-

muni t y over  whi ch t hese l eader s were admi t t edl y di st ur bed 

and concer ned, one di scover s di f f er ences among them on how 

f ar  a man shoul d go i n set t i ng hi msel f  up as t he J udge of  

t he "l oyal t y* of  hi s f el l ow Ni sei  and I s s ei . Ther e con-

si der abl e di f f er ences of  opi ni on as t o how l oyal  t o Amer i ca 

t he I ssei  shoul d be as Amer l can- J apanese t ensi ons mount ed. 

To some J .A .C.L . i ndi vi dual  l eader s, t he concept  of  l oyal t y 

was conf i ned to t he r equi r ement s of  bei ng a l aw- abi di ng 

per son, I ssei  or  Ni sei . Ther e seem o be more gener al  

agreement  on t hi s ki nd of  def i ni t i on t han on any ot her . 

Thi s poi nt  of  vi ew t ypi f i es t he appar ent  t hi nki ng re-

veal ed i n t he cor r espondence of  t he t hen Nat i onal  pr esi dent  

who had had a l ong hi st or y of  cont act s wi t hi n t he J apanese 

communi ty of  San Fr anci sco t hat  had seemi ngl y equi pped hi m 

wi t h an under st andi ng of  I ssei  f eel i ngs , sympat hi es, l eani ngs, 

and t hei r  di l emma i n t he gr owi ng conf l i ct  si t uat i on on t he 

Pac i f i c . Ther e i s , f r om t hi s appr oach t o t he avowed J .A .C.L . 

r esponsi bi l i t y of  def i ni ng l oyal t y i n t he J apanese communi ty, 

an emphasi s upon i dent i f yi ng t he League as t he r epr esent at i ve 

of  t hat  communi ty, a posi t i on t hat  made f or  a degr ee of  

t ol er ance I n i nt er pr et i ng over t  expr essi ons of  sympathy f or  

J apan; f ur t her mor e, t hi s vi ewpoi nt  took consi der abl e comfor t  

See Chapt er  V bel ow, al so The Spoi l age. Chapt er  I I I . 
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i n the f act  t hat  t her e was no war  bet ween Amer i ca and J apan, 

and It. depended mi ght i l y upon an avoi dance of  I t  � 

Seaowhat  % cont r ast  t o t he f l exi bl e and t ol er ant l y« 

i ncl i ned posi t i on of  t he Nat i onal  pr esi dent  was t he at t i t ude 

appar ent l y t aken by the Nat i onal  vi ce- pr esi dent  i n J udgi ng 

t he Amer i can l oyal t y and di s l oyal t y of  members of  the J apa-

nese communi ty, especi al l y i n Sout her n Cal i f or ni a. 

Al l  t he Nat i onal  of f i cer s of  t he J ,A .C#L . I n 1940- 41 

had come I nt o per sonal  cont act  wi t h f eder al  i nvest i gat i ve 

agenci es, speci f i cal l y t he Feder al  Bur eau of  I nvest i gat i on, 

Mi l i t ar y I nt el l i gence, and Naval  I nt el l i gence, Cl ose per sonal  

r el at i onshi ps char act er i zed most  of  t hese t op cont act s. 

Si mi l ar l y, di st r i ct  and l ocal  chapt er  l eader s of  t he J .A .C. L . 

f ound t hemsel ves i ncr easi ngl y appr oached by r epr esent at i ves 

of  not  onl y f eder al , but  st at e and l ocal  l aw enfor cement  and 

secur i t y of f i cer s . 

Few of  t hese cont act s st and out  as exampl es of  cl ose-

wor ki ng r el at i onshi p bet ween a J .A .C#L , l eader  and a f eder al  

agency as does t hat  whi ch appar ent l y exi st ed bet ween t he 

Nat i onal  vi ce- pr esi dent  and t he Naval  I nt el l i gence. Hi s 

cor r espondence f or  t hi s per i od i ndi cat es an assumpt i on t hat  

war  wi t h J apan 4«r  pr obabl e, per haps i nevi t abl e. On t hi s 

bas i s , t her e was a f ar  gr eat er  wi l l i ngness on hi s par t  t han 

on t he pr es i dent s t o poi nt  an accusi ng f i nger  at  I ndi vi dual s 

suspect ed of  adher i ng t o J apan as agai nst  t he Uni t ed St at es . 

Appar ent l y under  the t ut el age of  f eder al  I nvest i gat i ve 

o f f i c i al s , he pl ayed a promi nent  r ol e I n t he conver si on of  

J .A .C.L . l ocal  l eader shi p t o t he accept ance of  t he "secur i t y11 

B»nerofi Library 
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r ol e I t  pl ayed i n 1940- 41. Thi s r ol e i s described di fferent-

l y , of  cour se, dependi ng upon poi nt  of  vi ew. From t he stand-

poi nt  whi ch ul t i mat el y came to pr evai l  wi t hi n t he J apanese 

communi ty, i t  was t he r ol e of  "spi es and st ooges f or  the 

F .B«X«* From t he st andpoi nt  of  J .A .C.L . l eader shi p, i t  was 

t he r ol e of  "const r uct i ve cooper at or s f or  nat i onal  def ense.n 

From t he standpoint  of  men l i ke t he vi ce- pr esi dent , i t  was a 

br ave ser vi ce and cont r i but i on to the war  ef f or t  t o r epor t  

what  t hey J udged t o be subver si ve and di sl oyal  act s and 

ut t er ances. To t he maj or i t y of  f ear - r i dden Is se1  and 

r esent f ul  Ni sei , t he act i v i t y assumed t he aspect s of  a 

hat ef ul  wi t ch hunt . 

A r ecapi t ul at i on of  t he J .A .C. L . as a movement  among 

J apanese Amer i cans i s r ecor ded i n the 1940 nat i onal  conven-

t i on and shows t hat  t he movement  had grown st eadi l y si nce 

as gr eat  as when i t  was or gani zed. I n number  of  chapt er s 

i t  had quadr upl ed. But  i n r ound numbers of  par t i c i pat i ng 

members, despi t e i t s pr eemi nence as a Ni sei  or gani zat i on, 

t he J .A.C.L » was s t i l l  wi t hout  t he act i ve suppor t  of  t he 

maj or i t y of  Amer i can c i t i zens of  J apanese ancest r y on t he 

Paci f i c Coast . I t  had al ways been an or gani zed mi nor i t y 

wi t hi n t he J apanese communi ty seeki ng t o make cl ai ms I n t he 

Caucasi an communi ty t hat  i t  spoke i n behal f  of  al l  Amer i cans 

of  J apanese ancest r y. I t  had near l y al ways found di ssent er s 

wi t hi n t he J apanese communi t y, and t hese had i ncr eased i n 

pr opor t i on t o J .A .C.L . growth by 1940. 

1930. I n membershi p par t i ci pat i on i t  was 
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