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Foreword 

The purpose of  t hi s paper  i s not  so much t o pr esent  an 
addi t i on t o t he f i el d of  knowl edge but  r at her  t o put  forward 
a broad and compr ehensi ve, though unfor t unat el y sket chy, out-
l i ne of  t he nat ur e of  t he probl ems whi ch conf r ont  the J apanese 
mi nor i t y popul at i on i n Cal i f or ni a and to pr ovi de an anal yt i cal  
and hi st or i cal  background so t hat  t hese probl ems may be more 
adequat el y under stood* Not  much or i gi nal  r esear ch i s t o be 
found i n t hi s paper , f or  i t  i s l ar gel y nothi ng more than a 
gat her i ng and syst emat i zi ng of  mat er i al s whi ch are al r eady 
avai l abl e, al t hough some of  t he mat er i al  on t he soci al  orgar-
ni zat i on of  t he J apanese popul at i on i s new* Ther e i s a vol u-
minous amount  of  l i t er at ur e i n t hi s broad f i el d whi ch has 
har dl y been tapped f or  t hi s essay; however , every ef f or t  has 
been made t o gat her  mat er i al  f rom the r eput edl y r el i abl e 
sour ces* 

Act ual l y, t hi s essay deal s wi t h four  di f f er ent , though 
cl osel y r el at ed, probl ems whi ch f ace the Amer i can- born J apa-
nese at  t he pr sent  t i me�economi c i nsecur i t y, mar r i age prob-
l ems, soci al  di sor gani zat i on, and per sonal i t y mal adj ustments* 
On t he assumpt i on t hat  a probl em can be bet t er  understood 
when one i s bl essed by a backgr ound, the si t uat i on r el at i ng 
t o each probl em has been anal yzed, and a hi st or i cal  set t i ng 
has been i ncl uded t o add per spect i ve* 

Whi l e t hi s essay has not  qui t e degener at ed to t he poi nt  
of  f i ndi ng f act s to f i t  ready- made concl usi ons, qui t e of t en, 
cer t ai n t t f r ames of  references** have been borrowed from var i ous 
works i n soci al  t heory and around t hese t he avai l abl e mat er i al  
has been or gani zed* 

The mat er i al  submi t ted i n t hi s pi ece was drawn from books; 
ar t i cl es i n magazi nes, sci ent i f i c j our nal s, pamphl et s, and 
di sser t at i ons; per sonal  obser vat i ons i n cent r al  Cal i f or ni a 
and i n t he Bay Regi on; unpubl i shed essays and r esear ch paper s 
by var i ous st udent s i n t he f i el d; and from conver sat i ons and 
cor respondence wi t h f i r st  and second gener at i on Or i ent al s 
dur i ng the past  f i ve year s* I  am al so i ndebt ed to numerous 
st udent s here at  t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a who have provi ded 
me wi t h "l eads" and i deas* 
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A RACIAL MINORITY POPULATION I K CALIFORNIA 

(Out l i ne) 

Cont r ol l i ng purpose I  The cont r ol l i ng purpose of  t hi s paper  i s t o pr esent  a 
comprehensi ve out l i ne of  the nature of  t he probl ems whi ch conf r ont  t he 
J apanese mi nor i t y popul at i on i n Cal i f or ni a and t o pr ovi de an anal yt i cal  and 
hi st or i cal  background so t hat  t hese probl ems may be more adequatel y under-
st ood* 

I * The probl em st at ed 
Am I nt r oduct i on 

1* confusi on i n suggest i ons f or  bet t er i ng soci al  st at us 
2* means of  al l evi at i ng t he confusi on 

a. di ssemi nat i on of  more knowl edge 
b. def i ni t i on of  t he probl em 

B« Di f f er ent  aspect s of  t he compl ex probl em conf r ont i ng the American-
born J apanese 
1* economict  vocat i onal  i nsecur i t y 
2* bi ol ogi cal  s mar r i age probl em 
3» cul t ur al ! soci al  di sor gani sat i on 
4« psychol ogi cal t  per sonal i t y mal adj ustment  

C� Speci al  probl ems i n t he Cal i f or ni a background 
1* ant i - Or i ent al  her i t age i n Cal i f or ni a 
2* war  cr i s i s i n t he Far  East  

D* Per spect i ve necessary t o under stand t he probl em 
1« economic hi st or y of  Cal i f or ni a 
2« cr oss- sect i on anal ysi s of  the J apanese popul at i on 

I I . Dynami cst  The hi st or y of  t he J apanese i mmi grat i on t o Cal i f or ni a and i t s 
r el at i on t o t he economic st r uct ur e of  t he st at e 
A« The f l ow of  mi gr at i on 

1* ear l y immigrants 
2« char act er i st i c of  t he i mmi grants 
3* r easons f or  mi gr at i on 
4« i mmi gr at i on st at i st i cs 

B* Cal i f or ni a agr i cul t ur e and t he Or i ent al  
1» gener al  nat ur e of  agr i cul t ur e i n Cal i f or ni a 
2* t he exper i ence of  t he Chi nese 
3« the coming of  t he J apanese 

a* how t he J apanese f i t  i nt o the econoogr  
b. t he r ecept i on i n Amer i ca 

1) agi t at i on 
2) causes of  agi t at i on 

4* J apanese cont r i but i ons t o Cal i f or ni a agr i cul t ur e 
C* Soci al  or gani zat i on of  ear l y J apanese set t l er s 

1* f act or s l eadi ng to group eol i dar i t y 
2* maj or  soci al  i nst i t ut i ons 

D» Psychol ogi cal  consequences of  the agi t at i on 
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I I I * St at i cs» Cr oss- sect i on anal ysi s of  t he J apanese popul at i on i n Cal i f or ni a 
A* Composi t i on of  t he popul at i on 

1» age and sex di st r i but i on 
2« mar i t al  st at us 
3« f er t i l i t y and mor t al i t y r at es 
4* educat i onal  st at us 
5» r el i gi ous af f i l i at i on 

B* economic or gani zat i on 
1* r ur al  economy 
2« urban economy (San Fr anci sco and Los Angl es) 
3« soci al  consequences of  r est r i ct i on 

Cm Soci al  or gani zat i on 
1« socio- economic f act i ons based on: 

a* economic st at us 
b* r el i gi on 
c* i nt el l ect ual  i nt er est  
d . r ecr eat i onal  i nt er est  
e* pr efect Ar e of  or i gi n 
f « "degr ee of  toughness** 

2« t he fami l y i n t r ansi t i on 
a* f act or s l eadi ng to change 
b* el ements i n change 

3« soci al  consequences of  t he char;ge 

XV* Ant i t hesi s: Mal adj ustments conf r ont i ng t he Amer i can- born J apanese 
A* Vocat i onal  i nsecur i t y 

1. probl ems pr esent ed by the present  cr i si s i n t he Paci f i c 
2« nat ur e of  t he j obs among J apanese 
3* urban l abor  probl ems 

a* unempl oyment  
b. l ow wages 
c . l ong worki ng hour s 

4» r ur al  probl ems 
a* opt i mi st i c out l ook f or  owners 
b* probl em of  mi gratory worker s 

5» probl ems of  uni oni sat i on 
a* uni on pol i cy of  di scr i mi nat i on 
b. Ni sei  pr ej udi ce agai nst  uni ons 

B* The probl em of  mar r i age 
1* f act or s l eadi ng t o the probl em 

a. vocat i onal  i nsecur i t y 
b* age and sex composi t i on of  the popul at i on 

2m probl em of  ol der  gi r l s 
a* car eer  
b. r aci al  i nt er mar r i age 

3« necessi t y of  women wor ki ng af t er  mar r i age 
C* Soci al  di sor gani zat i on 

lm gner al  nat ur e of  soci al  di sor gani zat i on 
2* i nst ances of  di sor gani sat i on among t he Ni sei  
3« cul t ur al  di f f er ences as a causal  f act or  

D* Per sonal i t y mal adj  ustmsnts 
1. t ypes of  di sor der s 

a* "oppr essi on psychosi s" 
b* "mar gi nal " per sonal i t y 
e* di si l l usi onment  

2« causes numerous 
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V* Tel es i s : programs of  soci al  act i on 
A* Summary of  t he probl ems f aci ng the Amer i can- born J apanese 
8* Pr oposal s f or  act i on 

1« group act i on 
a* J  ACL "cr ab" campaign 
b. "do nothing** pol i cy 

(1) l et  Caucasi ans do the compl ai ni ng 
(2) Or i ent al  phi l osophy 
(3) apathy 

c* suppor t i ng the l abor  movement  
d. cooper at i ng wi t h agenci es of  soci al  wel f ar e 

2» i ndi vi dual  act i on 
a* "back- yard** f r i endshi p campai gn 
b. r eor i ent at i on of  phi l sophy of  l i f e 

C* Di l emmas f aci ng t he Ni sei  and t hei r  i mpl i cat i ons 



A RACIAL MINORITY POPULATION I N CALIFORNIA 

I . A PREFACE TO REFLECTION 

Qui t e of t en t hese days t he Amer i can- born J apanese i s t or n between t hose who 

pl ague them vi t h hal f - baked and Utopi an sol ut i ons to t hei r  probl ems and t hose vho 

morbi dl y caut i on them t o be r eal i st i c and t o f ace t he di r e f act s« The for ebodi ngs 

of  t he ul t r a- r eal i st s, whet her  wel l - founded or  ot her wi se» are demor al i zi ng t o 

say t he l east  and i f  accept ed at  f ace val ue are not  very conduci ve to sound mental  

heal t h* On t he other  hand, bel i ef s based on wi shful - t hi nki ng and upon t he r ant i ngs 

of  t he i nadequat el y i nformed may l ead t o consequences f ar  more di sast r ous* A 

number  of  so- cal l ed "exper t s" wantonl y throw out  sol ut i ons wi t hout  r eal i si ng t he 

f ul l  i mpl i cat i ons of  t hei r  suggest i ons* Unfor t unat el y t he wor l d i s too f ul l  of  

ar chai r  reformers whose dext er i t y i n weavi ng pipedreams i s matched onl y by t hei r  

abi l i t y to preach the "t r ue gospel  

What , t hen, can be done to al l evi at e t hi s unhappy st at e of  af f i i r s? One t hi ngs 

of  cour se, i s t he di ssemi nat i on of  more i nfor mat i on* Another  t hi ng t hat  mi ght  

be done i s def i ni ng the probl em* Conf l i ct i ng statements by var i ous aut hor i t i es 

can of t en be reduced t o di f f er ences i n what  t hese i ndi vi dual s i nt er pr et  t o be 

the gi st  of  the probl em conf r ont i ng t he Amer i can- born J apanese* As t he gr eat  

phi l osopher  J ohn Dewey poi nt ed out  many year s ago, one must  def i ne hi s probl em 

befor e he can begi n t o t hi nk* How can anyone pose a sol ut i on t o a probl em unl ess 

he knows what  t he probl em i s? 

The "Ni sei  pr obl em," 1 whi ch many ar e t r yi ng to "sol ve," i s not  qui t e as 

1* Thi s t er m, pronounced "nee- say," i s wi del y used i n r ef er r i ng t o t he 
Amer i can- born, second- generat i on J apanese. I t  i s both si ngul ar  and pl ur al . 
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si mpl e as some peopl e seem t o t hi nk. Thi s essay i s not  an at tempt  to def i ne the 

probl em of  t he Ni sei  but  r at her  a hopeful  endeavor  t o cl ar i f y the nature of  some 

of  the di f f i cul t i es whi ch beset  t hem. 

Qui t e ar bi t r ar i l y, t he compl i cat i ons f aci ng t he Ni sei  can be cent er ed about  

four  f ocal  poi nt s: economic» bi ol ogi cal , cul t ur al , and psychol ogi cal . 

On t he economic l evel  t he probl em of  vocat i onal  i nsecur i t y i s of  maj or  concer n. 

Qui t e of t en t he i nabi l i t y of  t he Ni sei  t o f i nd sat i sf act or y economic st at us may 

wel l  be t he cause of  many ot her  di f f i cul t i es . Of t en t hose wi t h year s of  speci al i zed 

t r ai ni ng ar e f or ced to accept  posi t i ons i nvol vi ng meni al , unski l l ed l abor  from 

whi ch t her e ar e vi r t ual l y no hppes of  advancement* The pr ofessi ons ar e over-

cr owded; seal - ski l l ed j obs do not  pay wel l ; and even agr i cul t ur e, t he st r onghol d 

of  t he J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a, does not  of f er  too br i l l i ant  a f ut ur e. I n br i ef , 

a few j obs ar e avai l abl e i n t he c i vi l  ser vi ce; t hose of  except i onal  t al ent  may 

f i nd empl oyment  among Caucasi ans; but  t he r est  may be condemned to a l i f e worki ng 

as mi gratory l abor er s, gar dener s, or  i n l aundr i es. 

On what  may roughl y be cal l ed a bi ol ogi cal  l evel  the Ni sei  f ace a ser i ous 

mar r i age pr obl em. I t  i s gener al l y bel i eved t hat  the r at i o of  mar r i ageabl e women 

t o men i s t hr ee to one. Al though i t  i s quest i onabl e t hat  t he bi ol ogi cal  r at i o 

i s t hat  hi gh, i f  we t ake i nt o consi der at i on the f act  t hat  many men wi l l  not  be 

abl e to f i nd j obs wi t h compensat i ons adequate f or  suppor t i ng f ami l i es, the soci i l  

r at i o may be hi gher . Si nce r aci al  i nt er mar r i age i s s t i l l  t aboo, t hi s cr eat es a 

ser i ous probl sm f or  t he women and i n some cases has l ed t o ser i ous per sonal i t y 

mal adj ust ment s. 

Cul t ur al l y, t he Ni sei  f ace a probl em of  soci al  di sor gani sat i on. Whenever  an 

i ndi vi dual  i s caught  i n a conf l i ct  of  l oyal t i es, he must  conform wi t h the stan-

dar ds of  one or  t he ot her  or  el se he must  di scar d both norms of  behavi or * The 

Ni s M i s conf r ont ed by t he cul t ur e of  hi s par ent s and t hat  whi ch he l ear ns i n 

school , and qui t e of t en t hi s conf l i ct  r esul t s i n t he breakdown of  al l  st andar ds.2 

« * 2# r T7* W ' I # T h 0 m a 8 M d T * Znaai scki , The Pol i sh Peasant  i n Europe and Amer i ca, 
Bost on, Badger , 1920, vol . I v , 1- 138. � ' 
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Mani f est at i ons of  t hi s breakdown ar e appear i ng i n cent r al  Cal i f or ni a vher e t he 

mi gratory gr ape pi cker s are r api dl y becoming t he concern of  al l  J apanese* Thei r  

dr i nki ng» gambl i ng, f r equent i ng t he houses of  pr ost i t ut i on, and st r eet - f i ght i ng 

are i ndi cat i ons of  t he breakdown of  t he t r adi t i onal  st andar ds t hat  once governed 

t hei r  l i ves* To be sur e, t hi s di sor gani sat i on cannot  be expl ai ned sol el y i n terms 

of  cul t ur al  conf l i ct s si nce l ack of  bet t er  j obs undoubtedl y di d much t o demoral i se 

t he gr oup*  ̂

On the psychol ogi cal  l evel  t her e are numerous cases of  mal adj ust ed per sonal i s 

t i es among the Ni sei * These di sor der s may be due t o any of  t he ot her  i l l s ; 

economic i nsecur i t y, cul t ur al  conf l i ct s, or  di f f i cul t i es i n secur i ng a mate* 

Act ual l y, t her e ar e few di f f i cul t i es , i f  any, whi ch f ace the Ni sei  t hat  are 

pecul i ar  to t he Or i ent al s al one* Al l  mi nor i t y gr oups�r aci al , r el i gi ous, or  

ot her wi se�f ace pr ej udi ce, conf l i ct , i nsecur i t y, and ot her  mal adj ust ment s. 

However , i n Cal i f or ni a, the Or i ent al  mi nor i t i es f ace t hese common probl ems wi t h 

gr eat er  i nt ensi t y l ar gel y because of  the ant i - Or i ent al  her i t age i n Cal i f or ni a* 

Thus, r eal l y to understand any of  t he f our  aspect s of  t he Ni sei  probl em, one must  

keep i n mind t he gener al  economic hi st or y of  Cal i f or ni a ana i t s r el at i on to t he 

Or i ent al * 

Fur thermore, at  t he pr esent  t i me, t he cr i si s i n t he Paci f i c between J apan 

and the Uni t ed St at es has pl aced the Ni sei  i n a more pr ecar i ous posi t i on and has 

i n some cases i nt ensi f i ed hi s f i i f f i cul t i es* Thus, we must  t ake i nt o consi der at i on 

not  onl y gener al  t r ends but  al so hi st or i cal  event s t hat  are r el evant  to t he mat ter * 

Thus, t hi s paper  i s r eal l y an anal ysi s of  t he J apanese popul at i on i n Cal i f or ni a 

or gani sed around a hi st or i cal  t reatment  of  t he probl ems whi ch conf r ont  them* 

3* Act ual l y t her e can be no cl ash or  conf l i ct  of  "cul t ur e" si nce "cul t ur e" 
i s not  an ent i t y* "Cul t ur e" r ef er s t o ways of  doi ng t hi ngs and t he cl ash, i f  
t her e i s any, i s i n t he mind of  the i ndi vi dual  pr i or  t o the t i me t hat  he r esol ves 
hi s mental  probl em* 
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I I . THE HISTORY OF J APANESE IMMIGRATION TO CALIFORNIA 

AND I TS 

RELATION TO THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF THE STATE 

Al t hough i nmi gr at i on from J apan was l egal l y pr ohi bi t ed unt i l  1865, t her e i s 

much evi dence t hat  J apanese wer e preeent  i n Cal i f or ni a pr i or  t o t hat  t i me, Very 

ear l y a few J apanese sai l or s had been shi pvpveked on Amsr i can shor es, and some 

st udent s had al so ventured t o t hi s st at e. Mor eover , accounts i n t he Sacramento 

Uni on and ot her  Cal i f or ni a papers from 1869 i ndi cat e t hat  a col ony of  a few scor e 

J apanese had set t l ed as pr ospect i ve si l k growers at  Gol d Hi l l  where they had been 

r ecei ved wi t h gr eat  f avor . The Census of  1870, hoe ever , r epor t ed onl y 55 J apanese 

as r esi di ng i n t he Uni t ed St at es, i n 1680 the number  was 148, and i n 1890 i t  was 

onl y 2,039. 4 I t  was from t hi s poi nt  t hat  the i mmi grat i on of  J apazwes i n subs tan*-

t i al  numbers began. 

The vast  maj or i t y of  t he immigrants t o Amer i ca were from the farmi ng cl asses, 

young men seeki ng new oppor t uni t i es and advancement . They bel onged t o t he l ower  

cl asses of  t he J apanese community i f  not  t o the l owest  of  al l . Whi l e t hey may 

have formed the r eal  cor ner st one of  the nat i on, they wer e poor ,conser vat i ve, 

uneducat ed, and t ot al l y i yunmnt  of  f or ei gn condi t i ons. Added t o t hi s group wer e 

a number  of  i nt el l i gent  and ambi t i ous el ements i n t he mi ddl e cl ass seeki ng t o 

study or  t o avoi d conscr i pt i on i nt o t he army. F i nal l y, t her e *er e t he ol der  

men who had f ai l ed i n J apan and who found st ayi ng t her e unat t r act i ve«* 

Besi des t he desi r e for  study and the r el at i ve l ack of  oppor t uni t i es i n J apan 

4. H.A. Mi l l i s , The J apanese Probl em i n t he Uni ted St at es« New Yor k, Mac-
ml  11an, 1915, p. 2* 

5* H.A. Mi l l i s , i b i d. , p. 5, est i mat es t hat  over  hal f  t he i mmi grants wer e 
under  25 year s of  age; whi l e E .K . St r ong, J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a. St anfor d Uni ver si t y, 
St anfor d I Mi var si t y Pr ess, 1934, p. 55, found i n hi s sur vey, based on a di r ect ed 
sampl e of  10  ̂ of  t he J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a t hat  t he average mal es spent  onl y 
20.9 year s i n J apan. 
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a st rong f act or  i nduci ng »mi gr at i on was the presence of  emi gr at i on companies and 

cont r act or s seeki i  ̂ cheap farm l abor * The few who had f i r st  gone to Amer i can and 

had for eseen the oppr ot uni t i es wai t i ng f or  t hei r  expl oi t at i on r et ur ned t o J apan 

t o or gani se groups of  yout h to mi grate and to seek t hei r  f or t unes together*** 

Before 1891 t he number  of  t he i mmi grants was smal l , never  exceedi ng more 

than 1,000 i n any si ngl e year » si nce the government  sent  out  onl y st udent s and 

was opposed t o l abor  emi gr at i on on a l ar ge scal e* However» l ear ni ng from the 

exper i ence of  those who had gene t o Hawai i y gr adual l y more and more began t hei r  

t r ek to Amer i ca* Some had gone t o Hawai i  si nce 1884; t hese were the poorest  and 

most  i gnor ant  of  al l  and many of  t hese l abor er s have si nce come t o Amer i ca«' 

The number  i ncr eased and i n t he decade from 1890 t o 1900 between twenty- f i ve and 

t hi r t y thousand came t o t he Ufaited St at es*8 l D f ol l owi ng decade some f i f t y 

t housands more f ol l owed* The i ncr easi ng number  of  Or i ent al s l ed to r i ot s and 

agi t at i on» and af t er  sever al  uncomfor tabl e i nci dent s» the governments of  t he 

Uni t ed St at es and J apan i n 1907 made a "Gent l emen's Agreement " whereby the 

J apanese government  woul d i ssue passpor t s onl y to non- l aborer s and t hr ee cl asses 

6« Cf  * W*L* McFenxi e- Ki ng, Canadi an Royal  Commissi on on the Methods by whi ch 
Or i ent al s Labor er s Have Been Induced t o Come t o Canada« Ot tawa» Government  Pr i n-
t i ng Of f i ce, 1908» p. 18* 

7* One r eason why t he i mmi grat i on f i gur es to Cal i f or ni a were so hi gh was 
t hat  t he J apanese cont r act  l abomwrs who had gone t o Hawai i  and t her efor e wer e no 
l onger  under  the j ur i sdi ct i on of  t he J apanese government  remi grated t o the main-
l and* The ant i - J apanese agi t at or s have compl etel y i gnor ed t hi s f act * 

8* Accor di ng t o t he I mper i al  St at i st i cal  Annal s of  J apan« 32,529 passpor t s 
were i ssued, whi l e t he Annual  Repor t s of  t he Uni t ed St at es Super i nt endent  of  
Iorai grat i on shows t hat  onl y 27»440 ar r i ved* Cf * T I nchi hashi , The J apanese i n 
t he Uni t ed St at es* St anfor d Uni ver si t y, St anfor d Uni ver si t y Pr ess» 1932» p* 55* 

9* Ther e i s consi der abl e di scr epancy i n t he st at i st i cs of  t he i mmi grat i on 
i n t he decade from 1900 t o 1910* Dr . Romanso Adams i n t he "J apanese Ui gr at i on 
St at i s t i cs ," Soci ol ogy and Soci al  Resear ch. 1929» p* 441» est i mat es t hat  onl y 
14,994 al i ens came di r ect l y from J apan t o the Uni t ed St at esj  whi l e somo agi t at or s 
have pl aced t he f i gur e as hi gh as 104,618* The Uni t ed St at es Census f or  1910 
enumerates onl y 72*157 J apanese i ncl udi ng 4,502 nat i ve born* Si nce many who di d 
come t o Amer i ca r et ur ned af t er  a few year s» i t  i s si mpl e for  t he agi t at or  t o 
t wi st  t he f i gur ee t o sui t  hi s argument* For  a more det ai l ed t reatment  vi de 
T* I chi hashi , 0£. ci j t *, pp. 56 f f * 
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of  worker st  t o former  r esi dent s i n Amer i ca; t o parents« wi ves, or  chi l dr en of  

r esi dent s; and t o set t l ed agr i cul t ur al i st s* Even though t he J apanese government  

t i ght ened on t he requi rement  8 f or  passpor t s, t he number  of  i mmi grants cont i nued 

t o i ncr ease» f or  af t er  Hawai i  became a t er r i t or y of  t he Uni t ed St at es i n 19009 

the t housands of  Or i ent al s who had gone t her e pr evi ousl y were beyond t he J mr i s-

prudence of  t he J apanese government  and wer e f r ee t o come t o t he mai nl and« Thi s 

i ncr easi ng number  added f uel  to t he al r eady smoul der i ng ant i - Or i ent al i sm i n Cal i -

f or ni a and f i nal l y r esul t ed i n the passage of  dr ast i c l aws* 

I n order  t o under st and the f ul l  si gni f i cance of  the opposi t i on t hat  the 

J apanese met  when they ar r i ved i n Cal i f or ni a, we must  consi der  br i ef l y t he nat ur e 

and hi st or y of  t he agr i cul t ur e of  t he st at e; f or  *from 1082 . � � unt i l  1930, t he 

hi st or y of  farm l abor  i n Cal i f or ni a has r evol ved around t he cl ever l y m ani pul at ed 

expl oi t at i on, by the l ar ge gr ower s, of  a number  of  suppr essed r aci al  mi nor i t y 

groups whi ch wer e imported t o work the f i el ds J apanese had stepped i nt o 

t he mi dst  of  a gi gant i c economic st r uggl e* 

Befor e 1860 Cal i f or ni a farmi ng was l ar gel y past or al , cent er i ng around the 

mi ssi ons; however , af t er  t hat  t ime the agr i cul t ur e of  the st at e ent er ed the wor l d 

wheat  market* Ther e mere sever al  f act or s l eadi ng t o the r i se of  t he gr eat  wheat  

farms* Ther e was a growi ng popul at i on i n t he st at e; pr i ces were i nf l at ed because 

of  t he gol d r ush; t her e was a favor abl e cl i mat e; Cal i f or ni a wheat  was abl e to 

st and l ong shipment  t o Engl and; t he farms of  Cal i f or ni a were of  immense si ze 

si nce t hey were cont i nuat i ons of  t he huge Mexi can l and gr ant s; and f i nal l y, t her e 

was a scar ci t y of  l abor . 1̂ 

The pr osper i t y of  t he weat  farmers was shor t - l i ved, however , and af t er  t he 

depr essi on of  1878 a gr eat  f r ui t  i ndust r y arose to t ake away t he spot l i ght * 

Ther e were many f act or s i nvol ved i n t he r i se of  t he f r ui t  i ndust r y* %heat  pr i ces 

10* C* McWi l l i ams, Fact or i es i n t he Fi el ds« Bost on, L i t t l s , Brown, and Co ., 
1939, p* 104* 

11* I bi d*« p* 50* 
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wer e l ev; a t r anscont i nent al  r ai l r oad wqs compl eted; advancements were made i n 

hor t i cul t ur e and vi t i cul t ur e; t he dr i ed f r ui t s i ndust r y began; and i r r i gat i on 

was i nt r oduced i nt o t he st at e*  ̂

The i nt r oduct i on of  or chards i nt o t he Cal i f or ni a economy» however , had 

many ser i ous soci al  consequences. Not  onl y di d i t  mean t he begi nni ngs of  l arge-

scal e i nt ensi ve agr i cul t ur e, capi t al i sat i on of  farms because of  t he cost  of  i r r i -

gat i on, a di ver si f i cat i on of  cr ops, but , most  i mpor t ant , of  al l , i t  l ed t o a 

demand f or  cheap l abor . I f  t he f r ui t  f ar mer , who needed a huge l abor  suppl y, was 

t o compete agai nst  t he wheat  f ar mer , who coul d mechani se, he had t o have hi s l abor  

i nexpensi vel y. I t  i s no acci dent , t her ef or e, t hat  t he Chi nese cool i e l abor  

began to f l ow i nt o Cal i f or ni a i n l ar ge numbers i n 1871, coi nci dent  wi t h the 

t i me when f r ui t s became i mpor tant  i n t he st at e economy* 

The f r ui t  i ndust r y r ecei ved a set back, however , i n t he l at e ni net i es; fur -

t her mor e, t he agi t at i on agai nst  t he Chi nese was becoming i nt ense, and i n 1893 

ser i ous r ace r i ot s broke out  throughout  t he st at e. Af t er  t he Chi nese Excl usi on 

Act  of  1882 and t he Gsary Act  of  1892, whi ch renewed the f i r st  act , t he Chi nese 

wor ker s gr adual l y l ef t  t he f i el ds and once agai n an acut e shor tage of  cheap 

l abor  devel oped. I t  was at  t hi s poi nt  t hat  the i mpor t at i on of  J apanese began* 

At  f i r st  t her e was l i t t l e opposi t i on t o t he J apanese but  as they began t o 

come i n l ar ge numbers t he torn- to me began to beat  once more. The J apanese were 

ver y usef ul , si nce most  of  them were exper i enced farmers and fur thermore because 

they conveni ent l y vani shed at  the end of  t he s e a s o n * 

However , t her e were sever al  f act or s whi ch l ed to the r i se of  an ant i - J apanese 

sent i ment * They at  f i r st  under bi d al l  ot her  farm- l abor  gr oups, and ant agoni zed 

t he smal l  farmers who found i t  di f f i cul t  t o compete wi t h t he l ar ge- scal e farms and 

al so aroused t he i l l - wi l l  of  t he l abor i ng cl ass f or  l ower i ng the wage r at e* When 

t he J apanese began to own l and, they empl oyed members of  t hei r  own r ace to t he 

1 2 * l b*«*»« PP* 60 f f . 
1 3 * I bi d»« P» 107* 
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excl usi on of  al l  ot her s.** Fur thermore, when t he J apanese began t o monopol i se 

farm l abor « they demanded hi gher  vages and t hus i ncur r ed the wr at h of  t he owners» 

Fi nal l y» when t he J apanese began to be smal l  owners» the shi pper s and l ar ge l and-

owners wer e ver y ant agoni zed*  ̂

The act i on of  t he pr ess» t he Uni on Labor  Par t y» and the Asi at i c Excl usi on 

League encouraged mobs to dest r oy houses» r est aur ant s» and bath houses and commit  

ot her  out r ages* Af t er  t he "Gent l emen's Agreement " i n 1907» t he l abor er s ceased 

t o come i n such l ar ge numbers di r ect l y from J apan» but  i i nce ¿any came i ndi r ect l y 

through Hawai i » t he r ant i ng went  on unabated* The coming of  women» some as 

"pi ct ur e- br i des»" l ed t o f ur t her  agi t at i on t o t he ef f ect  t hat  the J apanese were 

immoral  and were i mpor t i ng women f or  quest i onabl e purposes* 

Thus» the J apanese» who had been i mpor ted l ar gel y t o f i l l  t he demand cr eat ed 

f or  cheap l abor  by the r i se of  t he sugar  beet s i ndust r y» found themsel ves f ace 

t o f ace wi t h unant i ci pat ed t r oubl e* I n 1907» al most  coi nci dent al l y wi t h the 

hei ght  of  the ant i - J apanese agi t at i on» Hi ndu workers began t o f l ow i nt o Cal i f or ni a 

f i el ds* Dur i ng t he Wor l d War  boom» when t her e was such a scar ci t y of  l abor  t hat  

even women» del i nquent s and deaf- mutes were used» the agi t at i on agai nst  t he Or i -

ent al s t empor ar i l y r el axed» but  t hi s r el axat i on was onl y ephemeral » f or  i n 1919 

t he Al i en Land Law of  1913 was r eenact ed* Fi l i pi noes came i n l ar ge numbers to 

Cal i f or ni a i n 1923» but  wi t h t he passage of  t he Excl usi on Act  i n 1924» al l  immi-

gr at i on from Asai  cams t o a hal t * The l andowners were not  t o be outdone» however» 

and si nce 1924» they have been i mpor t i ng Mexi can l abor  t o work i n t hei r  f i el ds* 

And so we can see t hat  " * * * t he probl em of  t he J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a has 

been made the subj ect  of  pol i t i cal  and pr i vat e expl oi t at i on» and thereby rendered 

14* I n 1900» t he J apanese owned 29 farms of  about  4»600 acr es; by 1910» they 
had 1816 farms of  about  99»000 acr es; and by 1920 they cont r ol l ed 6,600 farms 
t ot al i ng over  450»000 acr es and empl oying 15»000 worker s* T* I yenaga and K* 
Sat o» J apan and the Cal i f or ni a Probl em* Mew York and London» Putnam»» 1921» 
p. 122* 

15* C* McWi l l i ams, op* ci t *» pp. 110- 111* 



15 

unnecessar i l y compl i cated and acute � � � ««16 

Si nce t hi s t i me, J apanese agr i cul t ur e i n Cal i f or ni a has grown i n l eaps and 

bounds* The sk i l l  and i ndust r y of  t hese farmers brought  about  gr eat  changes i n 

Cal i f o r ni a.  ̂ They made wor t hl ess l and val uabl e; t hey r ecl ai med swamps|  and the 

names of  I kut a (who i t r oduced r i ce) and Shima (t he "pot at o ki ng") have al most  

become l egendar y« 

I n t he ear l y par t  of  t hi s cent ur y, t he del t a, or  "t ui e" l and, was among the 

most  undesi r abl e ar eas i n Cal i f or ni a�mosqui t oes, mal ar i a, and t yphoi d bei ng 

abundant  among t he myr i ad of  swamps* Combust i bl e peat  l and, bi asi ng sun, and 

t he unsani t ar y marshl and chal l enged t he newcomer* From 1857 t o 1894 mi l l i ons of  

dol l ar s had been spent  i n an at tempt  t o r ecl ai m t he l and from swamps by bui l di ng 

l evees and pumping out  t he wat er , but  i t  was not  unt i l  t he "pot at o ki ng" ar r i ved 

on t he scene t hat  t he l and became product i ve* "The ear l y hi st or y of  successful  

potato growi ng i n t he San J ouqui n Val l ey cent er s around one man* The del t a 

r egi on near  St ockt on was consi der ed wor t hl ess f or  agr i cul t ur al  purposes unt i l  

George Shi ma, a J apanese cont r act or , made i t  t he bi g pot at o f i el d of  Cal i f or ni a, 

Thus, throughout  t he st at e, or gani zed under  Shi ma and ot her  cont r act or s, t he 

J apanese congr egat ed*  ̂ The pecul i ar i t i es of  t hought , habi t , di et , and forms 

of  r ecr eat i on tended t o draw them i nt o r aci al  col oni es* I t  seemed i nevi t abl e that  

i mmi grants of  t hi s t ype shoul d i ndi cat e a tendency to segr egat e themsel ves i n 

communi t i es of  t hei r  own peopl e, where t hey coul d cont i nue t o use t hei r  ol d customs 

and l anguage; but  besi des t he desi r e t o stay wi t h t hei r  own gr oup t her e were other  

f act or s f or ci ng t hi s sol i dar i t y* Economi cal l y i t  was necessar y, for  t her e were 

few ot her  ways i n whi ch newcomers coul d seek employment  ot her  t han through con-

16* T* I yenaga and K* Sat o, op* c i t *, p* 89* 
17* Cf * K.K* Kawakami , The Real  J apanese Quest i on* New Yor k, Macmi l l an, 

1921, chap* I I I * 
18* W* Smi t h, The Garden of  t he Sun* Los Angel es, Lymanhouse, 1939, p. 503* 
19* Accor di ng to an i nvest i gat i on Bade i n 1909, 65% of  t he J apanese i n 

Cal i f or ni a were engaged i n agr i cul t ur e, i n domest i c ser vi ce, 15$ i n busi ness 
ent er pr i ses gener al l y connected wi t h suppl yi ng the wants of  t he J apanese communi t i es, 
and 5% i n ot her  pur sui t s* S*L* Gul i ck, The Amsr i can- J apanase Probl em, New Yor k, 
Scr i bner 's , 1914, p. 322* 
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t r act or s of  t hei r  own gr oup. Fur thermore, t hi s nat ur al  t endency was accent uat ed 

by the st rong r ace pr ej udi ce t hat  exi st ed* The out si de pr essur e of  a host i l e 

envi ronment  ELS wel l  as the i nner  compul si on of  common i nt er est s for ced them t o 

l i ve i n segr at ed quar t er s. Thi s l i vi ng t oget her  i nt ensi f i ed t hei r  ol d sent i ments 

and made more per si st ent  t he t r ai t s whi ch t hey had brought  t o Amer i ca and caused 

t hei r  soci al  or gani sat i on t o fol l ow l i nes not  di ssi mi l ar  f rom those of  t he East . 

The J apanese, unl i ke the Chi nese whom t hey r epl aced» or gani zed i nt o def i ni t e 

gr oups, t he farmers di vi di ng i nt o "gangs" f or  work under  a cont r act or . These 

cont r act or s usual l y had f ul l  super vi si on and cont rol  over  t hei r  men, not  onl y 

payi ng t hei r  wages and over seei ng t hei r  work but  al so i n conduct i ng the houses 

i n whi ch they l i ved. Ar rangements were made f or  cooper at i ve housekeepi z  ̂ and i t  

was i n t hese camps t hat  the men worked unt i l  they had earned enough to r et ur n t o 

J apan f or  a br i de or  coul d ar r ange f or  a "pi ct ur e br i de." Producer s* assocat i ons, 

busi ness associ at i ons, l anguage school s, r el i gi ous cent er s, and the J apanese 

Associ at i on of  Amer i ca t ended t o sol i di f y the communi ty. ®̂ 

From t hi s humbl e begi nni ng, t he J apanese have advanced r api dl y and today 

hol d an i mpor tant  par t  i n t he agr i cul t ur e of  Cal i f or ni a. Today, t he J apanese who 

were at  one t ime expl oi t ed by t he Caucasi ans ar e i n t urn expl oi t i ng t he Fi l i pi noes 

by worki ng them at  i nt ol er abl y l ow wages. 

Many of  t he J apanese di d not  come i nt o di r ect  contact  wi t h t he wanton reck-

l essness of  t he ear l y agi t at i on but  most  of  them have heard of  the i nci dent s, and 

t hi s has had an i mpor tant  ef f ect  upon t hei r  at t i t udes and opi ni ons toward Amer i cans 

and t hei r  ways. Si nce t he t eachi ngs of  Or i ent al  r el i gi on di d not  consi st  of  

t r ai ni ng one t o i nsi st  on hi s r i ght s but  r at her  t o accept  f at e, and si nce the 

immigrant  had been t aught  to be t ol er ant  and conci l i at or y and to accommodate 

hi msel f  t o t hi ngs as they came, t he bi t t er  f eel i ngs were t emporar i l y submerged and 

20. J . St ei ner , The J apanese I nvasi on. McCl urg Col t  Chi cago, 1917, chap.EI I I . 
21. J . Mar shal l , "Whi t e Per i l t " Col l i er s, XCVI  (Oct ober  19, 1935), p. 66. 
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22 the newcomer  as f &r  as possi bl e Eoa.de the beet  of  hi e exi st ence as he found i t « 

Because of  t he di scr epancy of  t hi s condi t i on from the i l l usi on of  heaven that  

they had contempl ated when they had st ar t ed from J apan, many, di si l l usi oned, 

went  back to t hei r  homel and! some r emai ned, too ashamed to r et ur n defeat ed* But  

i t  was not  al l  hel l , and whi l e onl y a few achi evedthe gl or y they sought , the 

maj or i t y contented themsel ves wi t h t he si mpl e t hi ngs i n l i f e and made t hei r  hoses 

and r ear ed t hei r  chi l dr en i n t he hopes of  j ust i ce and peace« 

22* K.S* I nui , Unsol ved Probl ems of  t he Paci f i c , Kamakura, J apan, 1925, 
pp. 23- 25. 
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I I I . A CROSS- SECTION ANALYSIS 

OF THE 

J APANESE POPULATION I N CALIFORNIA 

Accordi ng t o t he Uni t ed St at es Census f or  1930 t her e wer e 138,834 J apanese 

(i ncl udi ng t hose born i n t he Uni t ed St at es) i n t he count r y. Of  t hese 120,251 

l i ved on the Paci f i c coast , 97,456 i n Cal i f or ni a al one. Thus we can see t hat  

t hi s st at e has more t han i t s shar e of  the J apanese. 

Accordi ng t o t he Census and other  st udi es23 the age- group of  17 t o 23 

(1940) was the l ar gest ; whi l e i n r egar d t o sex composi t i on, wi t h one except i on� 

t he age- group f rom 40 t o 45 ( i n 1940)�t he mal es outnumbered the f emal es. How-

ever , t her e i s ox» si gni f i cant  poi nt  concerni ng t he age and s4x composi t i on of  

t he Amer i can- born J apanese. The modal  poi nt  f or  both the mal e and femal e age-

di st r i but i one i s approxi matel y the same. Thi s , as we shal l  see, has caused a 

ser i ous probl em among the Ni sei * 

I n r egar d t o mar i t al  st at us, t her e are not  as yet  any adequate st at i st i cs 

on mar r i age among the second- generat i on J apanese, si nce most  of  them are very 

young and not  yet  i n a posi t i on t o mar r y. The maj or i t y of  t he i mmi grant s, however , 

were mar r i ed. Accor di ng to a survey made wi t h a di r ect ed sampl e, out  of  2,205 

mal es over  14 year s of  age, al l  but  335 were mar r i ed, and among the women over  

98 per  cent  were mar r i ed*2* 

The f er t i l i t y r at e of  t he J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a has been r el at i vel y hi gh,, 

but  the bi r t h r at e, havi ng reached i t s peak i n 1921, has t aper ed of f  and si nce 

1930 has dwi ndl ed consi der abl y. The average f i r st - gener at i on J apanese mal e who 

has mar r i ed has had 3*1 chi l dr en and the average femal e has had 3*3 chi l dr en* 

23* E*K* St r ong, The Second- Generat i on J apanese Probl em* St anfor d Uni ver si t y, 
St anfor d Uni ver si t y Pr ess, 1934, p* 158. 

24* E*K* St r ong, The J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a* op* c i t *, pp. 69- 70* 
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I n t he peak year  of  1921 t he J apanese bi r t hs const i t ut ed 7*3 per  cent  of  al l  t he 

bi r t hs i n t he st at e* On t he other  hand» the mor t al i t y r at e has not  been eo hi gh* 

However , we must  t ake i nt o consi der at i on the f act  t hat  mi grant s are usual l y young 

and i n exceedi ngl y good heal t h* Thi s f act or  probabl y accounts f or  the nat ur e of  

t he f er t i l i t y and mor t al i t y r at es among the J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a* 

The Educat i onal  st at us of  the J apanese popul at i on i s f ai r l y hi gh i n compar i son 

t o t hat  of  most  ot her  immigrant  groups* I ndeed t he aspi r at i ons of  t he second-

gener at i on ar e much too l of t y* One expl anat i on of  t hi s phenomena i s probabl y t he 

f act  t hat  l ear ned men command the most  pr est i ge i n t he Or i ent al  nat i ons* "The 

f i r st - gener at i on J apanese i mmi grants cl ai m to have had about  ei ght  year s of  school i ng 

i n J apan* Thi s seems hi gh i n terms of  t he educat i onal  f ac i l i t i es i n J apan at  t he 

t i me they were chi l dr en and i n terms of  what  t he average Amer i can of  t hei r  age has 

secur ed. I t  i s gener al l y bel i eved t hat  t he women who came as "pi ct ur e- br i des'* 

wer e much bet t er  educat ed t han t he men* Ther e are no adequate up- to- date st at i st i cs 

on t he educat i on of  the second- generat i on J apanese, al though t her e have been 

sever al  st udi es made* I t  i s gener al l y bel i eved» however» t hat  most  Ni sei  at t end 

hi gh school  and thousands ar e now at t endi ng col l eges and uni ver si t i es* 

I n r el i gi ous af f i l i at i on t her e i s some di f f er ence between the f i r st  and 

second- generat i on J apanese* Most  of  the i mmi gr ant s, 77 per  cent  accor di ng t o 

St r ong, ar e Buddhi st s* On the other  hand, among the Amer i can- born gr oup, 47 per  

cent  of  t he mal eB and 56 per  cent  of  the femal es are Chr i s t i ans«  ̂ Thi s si t uat i on 

i s easi l y under st andabl e when we consi der  the f act  t hat  t he Ni sei , who have 

at t ended Amer i can school s, have t ast es and st andar ds vast l y di f f er ent  from those 

of  t hei r  parent s* The Ni sei , l i vi ng i nt he mi dst  of  a Chr i st i an cul t ur e, f i nd i t  

di f f i cul t  to under stand the subl i e system of  Buddhi sm* 

I n br i ef l y anal ysi ng t he J apanese popul at i on i n Cal i f or ni a, we have found 

t hat  the age groups of  both sexes cent er  on one modal  poi nt . I t  has been found 

25* I .K * St r ong, Second- Generat i on J apanese Pr obl em, p. 207* 
26. E .K . St r ong, J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a, pp. 168- 69. 
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t hat  the f er t i l i t y r at e has been very hi gh, but  t hat  i t  hae dropped consi der abl y 

si nce the peak year  of  1921$ i n mor t al i t y, the r at e has been l ow, but  ve can 

r easonabl y expect  t he rate t o r i se i n the immediate f ut ur e si nce most  of  the 

f i r st - gener at i on J apanese ar e now growi ng ol d* I n educat i on, i t  i s bel i eved t hat  

women among the immigrants were bet t er  educated then the men; among the Ni sei  

both sexes have a r el at i vel y fei gj b educat i onal  st at us. Rel i gi ousl y, t he Ni sei  

have not  fol l owed t hei r  par ent s, and many of  them have become Chr i st i ans* Thi s 

i n br i ef , char act er i ses the J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a* 

The economic or gani zat i on of  t he J apanese popul at i on has been shaped l ar gel y 

by the unf r i endl y ci r cumst ances i nt o whi ch t hey f i r st  came* As we have al r eady 

not ed, i n farmi ng the J apanese occupy a f ai r l y advantageous si t uat i on; i n t he 

57 
ur ban r egi ons, however , condi t i ons are not  as f avor abl e* 

The ur ban J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a have entered t r ades of  two sor t st  t hose 

cat er i ng to t he Amer i can customers and t hose deal i ng l ar gel y wi t h J apanese* The 

f i r st  occupat i ons t o devel op were those whi ch met  the needs of  t hei r  co- nat i onal s, 

such as boar di ng houses, bar ber  ehops, bath- houses, and food and gener al  merchan-

di se st or es* Upon the ar r i val  of  addi t i onal  i mmi gr ant s, however , the community 

expanded and pl aces f or  amusement , newspaper s, doctor s and dent i st s came t o t he 

scene* Gr adual l y the J apanese ent er ed i nt o gener al  compet i t i on wi t h Caucasi ans 

i n t he grocery st or es, l aundr i es, r est aur ant s, and i n Los Angel es especi al l y, i n 

f r ui t  st ands* The capi t al  i nvestment  i n t hese f i r ms was very smal l  and was 

i ndi vi dual l y conducted on a smal l  scal e* 28 

I n San Fr anci sco at  the pr esent  t i me t her e are about  a hundred di f f er ent  

l aundr i es, most  of  them owned and operated by separat e f ami l i es,dozens of  cur i o 

shops, f l or i s t s , r est aur ant s and hotft l s* Ther e ar e four t een gr ocer i es cat er i ng 

onl y t o t he J apanese and dozens open for  gener al  t r ade* The barber  shops i n 

27* The mat er i al  pr esent ed on the urban economic or gani sat i on of  t he J apanese 
i s t aken from two st udi es, one on San Fr anci sco by Char l es Ki kuchi  and the ot her  
of  Los Angi i i s by Rev* Unoura* The f i r st  study was made under  the auspi ces of  t he 
Cal i f or ni a St at e Empl oyment  Of f i ce; t he l at t er  was made i n t he department  of  
soci ol ogy at  the Uni ver si t y of  Southern Cal i f or ni a* 

28* Y* I chi hashi , 0£* c i t *, chap,I X* 
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San Fr anci sco have to depend eol el y on J apanese pat r onage; r ecent l y beauty par l or s 

have al so been opened* Fi nal l y» t her e are a number  of  bi l l i ar d hal l s operated 

by the J apanese whi ch ar e f r equented by t he f i r st  and second gener at i on al i ke and 

serve somet i mes, unf or t unat el y, as soci al  cent er s* 

I n t he pr of essi onal  and semi - professi onal  f i el ds i n San Fr anci sco» t her e are 

el even dent i st s, f i ve doct or s, four  at t or neys, f i f t een i nsur ance men, ei ght  

ar chi t ect s, f i ve opt omet r i st s and si xt een t eacher s (of  J apanese cul t ur e). Fur-

t her mor e, sever al  l ar ge J apanese f i rms mai nt ai n branch of f i ces, and t her e are 

t vo J apanese banks* 

I n Los Angel es, the busi nesses seem to be on a l ar ger  scal e* A l i s t  of  

or gani zat i ons i n each of  whi ch more than f i ve J apanese are empl oyed i ncl udes 

292 gr ocer i es, 221 hot el s, apar tment s, and rooming houses, 203 f r ui t  st ands, 

198 cafes and r est aur ant s, 107 bar ber  shops, and hundreds of  other  smal l er  t r ades* 

Because t he Caucasi ans have been host i l e» t he J apanese had been for ced i nt o 

t hi er  own shel l * For  a l ong t i me, they wer e unabl e t o penet r at e t he wal l s of  t hi s 

shel l , but  as we can see, r ecent l y, especi al l y wi t h the second- generat i on coming 

of  age, t he J apanese ar e br eaki ng out  i nt o the gener al  compet i t i ve market* Gra-

dual l y, t heoccupat i ons are shi f t i ng from those whi ch cat er ed sol el y to the J apanese 

t o t hose whi ch are open t o t he gener al  publ i c* 

Thi s r est r i ct ed economic or gani zat i on has had some r epur cussi ons on some of  

t he soci al  i nst i t ut i ons of  t hi s mi nor i t y group* Si nce t he J apanese were for ced 

t oget her , t hey have devel oped among themsel ves a pecul i ar  cul t ur e, one t hat  i s 

nei t her  J apanese nor  ent i r el y Amer i can, al t hough i t  i s ouch more si mi l ar  to the 

l at t er * 

Wi t hi n t he J apanese soci et y i t sel f  we f i nd a soci al  st r at i f i cat i on not  unl i ke 

t hat  found among Caucasi ans* These socio- economic f act i ons, however , ar e not  

el ean- cut  and the bases on whi ch they are formed are numerous* Var i ous groups 

form among t he «J apanese on t he basi s of  economic consi der at i ons, r el i gi on, i n-
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t el l ect ual  st at us, r ecr eat i onal  i nt er est , pr efect ur e of  or i gi n i n J apan, and among 

the young, on the "degr ee of  t oughness* of  the i ndi vi dual s* The members of  t hese 

f act i ons i nt er mi ngl e; f or  exampl e, a pereon i n one economic f act i on may be i n a 

di f f er ent  i nt el l ect ual  or  r ecr eat i onal  f act i on from most  of  hi s f r i ends i n the 

former  gr oup. Ther e ar e, moreover , no set  r ul es r est r i ct i ng the ent ry of  members 

i nt o t hese var i ous gr oups, al t hough some sor t  of  conformi ty wi t h t he gener al  

i nt er est s of  the members i s expected* 

The f act i ons based upon di f f er ences i n economic st at us are very much l i ke 

those t hat  we f i nd i n Caucasi an eoci et y* Hi e "whi t e- col l ar " wor ker , r egar dl ess 

of  hi s i ncome comes at  the t op of  the scal e; t hen come the shopkeeper s, f ar mer s, 

semi - ski l l ed and unski l l ed wor ker s. The groups are more or  l ess spontaneous 

i n t hei r  or i gi n and have no def i ni t e or gani sat i on st r uct ur e* They do not  r aeet  i n 

set  meet i ngs, but  merel y get  t oget her  as f r i ends to di scuss common probl ems* The 

upper  cl asses of t en adopt  ways, i ndi vi dual l y, t o preserve t hei r  ways and at tempt  

t o f ol l ow the ni cet i es of  soci et y i n or der  t o be set  oi f  from the ot t er s i n the 

publ i c eye. The peopl e of  the l ower  cl asses tend t o come t oget her  al so but  t hese 

meet i ngs ar e gener al l y f or  r ecr eat i onal  purposes* So f ar  as I  know t her e i s no 

"Peopl e' s movement" among t he pover ty�str i ken J apanese, al though t he upper  cl asses 

of t en tend t o er r oneousl y i ndent i f y t hemsel ves and t hei r  i nt er est s wi t h t hose of  

"bi g busi ness*" Perhaps t hi s l at t er  phenomenon i s an at tempt  to compensate f or  

t hei r  f eel i ng of  i nf er i or i t y t o t hei r  whi t e compet i tor s by put t i ng on ai r s of  

super i or i t y befor e t he l ess for t unat e peopl e of  t hei r  r aci al  col ony* 

Perhaps t he most  si gni f i cant  cl eavage i n J apanese soci et y comes from di f f er en-

ces i n r el i gi ous af f i l i at i on* Among t he i i ani grants we f i nd l ar gel y Buddhi st s, 

Chr i st i ans, f r ee- t hi nker s, and those who are apat het i c and have no i nt er est * 

Whi l e t hese groups make no at tempt  to di st i ngui sh themsel ves from each ot her , except  

ver bal l y, t her e ar e some di st i nct  char act er i st i cs i n i n t he behavi or  of  t he members 

of  t hese f act i ons* These f act i ons, di vi ded on a r el i gi ous basi s, per form sever al  

i mpor tant  f unct i ons. Rel i gi on i s not  onl y a means toward emot i onal  out l et , a 
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means of  r at i onal t i ng away our  t r oubl es, but  i t  al so provi des especi al l y young 

peopl e wi t h an oppor t uni t y f or  r ecr eat i onal  f el l owshi p. These gr oups, fur t her mor e, 

provi de a means of  soci al  cont r ol , f or  t he i ndi vi dual s wi l l  conform wi t h the ways 

of  hi s group i f  other  members of  t hat  f act i on are pr esent« I t  f ur t her  provi des 

a medium f or  col l ect i ve act i on t o sat i sf y the needs of  the members* 

One of  t he most  i nt er est i ng f act i ons i n J apanese soci et y i s t he i nt el l ect ual  

gr oup. Act ual l y t he term "i nt el l ect ual " may be mi sl eadi ng, f or  t her e are very 

gew r eal  schol ar s i n t hi s gr oup; however , most  of  t hese members are much bet t er  

i nformed than t hei r  f el l ows and are usual l y col l ege gr aduat es or  st udent s. Among 

the members of  t hi s group ar e found al l  col or s and shades of  opi ni ons|  gener al l y 

speaki ng, however 9 t he l i ber al  members tend t o be much bet t er  r ead. These gr oups, 

much l i ke t he f act i ons based on economic di f f er ences, are spontaneous and are 

gener al l y formed t o provi de a means f or  col l ect i ve act i on t o sat i sf y t he needs of  

var i ous i ndi vi dual s. Smal l  i nformal  gat her i ngs of t en provi de a means of  usi ng 

l ei sur e t i me. Many means are adopted to preserve the i dent i t y of  the gr oup; al l  

members conf i ne t hei r  conver sat i on when among themsel ves t o �i nt el l ect ual * t opi cs 

and ar e very cr i t i cal  of  the r easoni ng of  the ot her s. Gener al l y, t he members are 

r at her  cyni cal  and skept i cal . Qui t e of t en t her e i s a di sr egar di ng of  t he ways 

of  the "masses," t he ni cet i es of  socet y, and the "convent i ons*" I f  t here ever  

ar i ses a demand for  aohange i n t he soci al  st r uct ur e or  a cry agai nst  the condi t i ons 

of  the Or i ent al  mi nor i t i es i n Amer i ca, i t  i s a saf e bet  t hat  t he most  voci fer ous 

obj ect i ons wi l l  come from t hi s f act i on. 

Gener al l y, the "i nt el l ect ual s" are despi sed by the other  members of  t he 

community as "r eds ," Rr adi cal s," and "danger ous" t hi nker s, whi l e there may not  

be soci al  ost r aci sm, because of  the tendency of  t he i nt el l ect ual  t o stay i n hi s 

own gr oup, and the t endency of  t hi s group t o be haught y, some degree of  soci al  

i sol at i on from the gener al  community exi st s. Qui t e cf  t en t hese i ndi vi dual s 

devel op "queer " per sonal i t i es, become very secl u&i ve or  el se become very soci abl e 

i n an at tempt  t o break i nt o t he gener al  communi ty. 
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Among the younger  peopl e and sometimes among the ol d9 t her e i s a di vi si on 

i nt o f act i ons on t he basi s of  r ecr eat i onal  i nt er est s« Ther e are those whose 

i nt er est s cent er  around at hl et i cs) ot her s who are more i nt er est ed i n danci ng 

and dat es; whi l e among the ol der  f ol ks, gr oupsar e formed t o pr act i ce f l ower - ar range-

ment  and sometimes t o pl ay games and t al k over  ol d t i mes. These r ecr eat i onal  

f act i ons, of  cour se, pr ovi de a means f or  col l ect i ve act i on f or  sat i sf yi ng the 

needs of  ger t ai n i ndi vi dual s who have common i nt er est s» They al so provi de a 

means of  spendi ng l ei sur e t i me, al t hough i n many i nst ances r ecr eat i on goes f ar  

beyond t he conf i nes of  l ei sur e t i me. These var i ous gr oups al so have ways of  

pr eser vi ng t hei r  membership and i ndi cat i ng the f act  t hat  t hey bel ong to cer t ai n 

f act i ons. 

Another  i nt er st i ng basi s f or  t he format i on of  f act i ons i s the pr efect ur e of  

the or i gi n of  the «J apanese i n J apanj  t hat  i s , those from the var i ous pr efect ur es 

i n J apan band t oget her  and enj oy t hei r  own customs and ways. These f act i ons, of  

cour se, pr ovi de a means of  pr eser vi ng the ol d customs and t he i ndi vi dual s are 

t i ed t oget her  by common i nt er est s. 

F i nal l y, t her e i s a f act i on of  so- cal l ed "t ough- guys", who pl ace a hi gh 

val ue i n t hei r  cal l ousness t o t he convent i ons of  soci et y. The "gashouse" gang 

i s usual l y composed of  at hl et es, Kanakas (Hawai i an- J apansse), and agr i cul t ur al  

l abor er s. These i ndi vi dual s hand t oget her  probabl y f or  conmon i nt er est s and 

the f act i on pr ovi des a means of  pr eser vi ng t he "t ough" ways of  t he gang. Perhaps 

many of  t hese i ndi vi dai l s became t hi s way as a r esul t  of  compensat i on f or  some 

i nf er i or i t y, be i t  physi cal  di f f er ence or  l ack of  soci al  gr ace. Needl ess t o say 

t he "t ough guys" and the "i nt el l ect ual s" hol d each othor  i nmutual  contempt  and 

di st r ust . 

And thus we f i nd numerous f act i ons among the J apanese i mmi grants i n Cal i f or ni a. 

These f act i ons are usual l y based upon di f f er ences i n economic l evel , di f f er ences 

i n r el i gi ous bel i ef , di f f er ences i n t ast e f or  abst r act  and t heor et i cal  i ssues, 
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di f f er ences i n r ecr eat i onal  i nt er est s» or i gi n i n J apan, and t he di f f er ences i n 

t he degr ee of  conformi ty wi t h the v. ays of  the gener al  communi ty* 

The ways and i nst i t ut i ons of  the second- generat i on J apanese are nei t her  

ent i r el y J apanese nor  Amer i can and const i t ut e a pecul i ar  combi nat i on of  t he xwo 

set s of  ways, al t hough consi der abl e assi mi l at i on has t aken pl ace* Recent l y many 

dr ast i c changes have occur red whi ch are t he cause of  much concern t o the i mmi grant s� 

Among the f act or s l eadi ng t o t hi s change i s t he decl i ni ng i nf l ueneeof  the home 

upon the i ndi vi dual * 

Unl i ke t he st abl e system of  J apan, t he Ni sei  ar e l i vi ng i n an ever  changi ng 

soci et y* The st abi l i t y of  or gani zat i on under  whi ch t hei r  parent s l i ved i s not  

t hei r s. Fur thermore, t her e has been no st andar di sed pat t er n of  l i f e f or  them to 

f ol l ow* Besi des the t r adi t i onal  t ype of  fami l y di sci pl i ne t hat  t hei r  parents 

had at tempted t o i nf l i et , they have l ear ned of  a di f f er ent , more democrat i c 

procedure i n the school s and f r omt hei r  f i r ends* Some, by worki ng i n Amer i can 

homes,have exper i enced t he di f f er ent  customs and r el at e them t o t hei r  f r i ends*2  ̂

The Ni sei  fami l y has changed dr ast i cal l y from t hat  of  t hei r  parent s and i n 

many i nst ances cont ai n onl y t he vest i ges of  the her i t age of  t hei r  parent s* Mar-

r i age i s no l onger  consi der ed an af f ai r  of  t he f ami l y, but  r at her  t hat  of  t he 

i ndi vi dual s i nvol ved. Usual l y t he Ni sei  pi cks hi s own mat e, of t en wi t h t he appro-

val  of  hi s par ent s, al t hough some act ual l y go agai nst  t he wi shes of  the el der s* 

No at tempt  i s made to check t he ancest r y of  t he ot her  f ami l y, as i s t he case i n 

J apan, and l ove and occasi onal l y r at i onal  t hought  ser ve as the bases f or  sel ect i ng 

mates i nst ead of  the per pet uat i on of  the fami l y name and honor * Thus we f i nd 

t hat  t he under l yi ng concept  of  the i nst i t ut i on of  mar r i age has changed compl etel y 

fnom t hat  of  J apan; the fami l y name i s no l onger  i mpor tant * 

There i s al so much opposi t i on t o aut ocr at i c pat r i ar chal  cont r ol * The Ni sei  

f ami l y, as a r ul e, i s r un on a more democrat i c basi s,wi t h the wi f e and chi l dr en 

29* Excel l ent  sour ces on the nat ur e of  the fami l y i n J apan are H* By as, 
"The Fami l y System of  J apan," Asi a, XXIV (Apr i l , 1924), pp. 290- 94$ J *F* Embree, 
Suyemura« Chi cago, Uni ver si t y of  Chi cago PreSB, 1939, I l l f and L* Hear n, J apani  
An Attempt  at  I nt er pr et at i on* New Yor k, Macmi l l an, 1904, 
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havi ng more t o say i n t he af f ai r s of  t he group* Mi l e the remnants of  f ami l i al  

sent i ment s remai n» t he r ever ence f or  ancest or s i s vi r t ual l y non- exi st ant * Whi l e 

f t mi l y pr i de i s not  ent i r el y l acki ng, i t  seems t hat  t he f or ces of  pol i t i cal  cont r ol  

ar e more and more the agent s of  cont r ol * The chi l dr en spend much of  t hei r  t i me 

out si de, i n school s and wi t h t hei r  f r i ends and ar e more i nf l uenced by t hei r  outer  

envi ronment* 

The basi c concept  of  a fami l y as a comprehensi ve uni t  and an end i n i t sel f  

i s compl etel y super seded by the i dea of  a fami l y as a means to another  end-

i ndi vi dual  happi ness* Coupl es no l onger  f eel  obl i gat ed t o have chi l dr en to 

per pet uat e t hei r  f ami l y l i ne, nor  do they bot her  themsel ves wi t h the car e of  

ancest r al  t abl et s* 

And t hus, we f i nd i n anal yzi ng t he J apanese popul at i on i n Cal i f or ni a, t hei r  

i nst i t ut i ons and t hei r  ways, t hat  t he Ni sei  are coming of  age i n a very pecul i ar  

envi ronment* Economi cal l y, t he J apanese have been r est r i ct ed t o themsel ves* 

Thi s r est r i ct i on, whi ch al so appl i es soci al l y, has f or ced the J apanese t o group 

t oget her  and t o devel op i nst i t ut i ons and ways whi ch ar e pe cul i ar  to themsel ves* 

The J apanese community i s not  ent i r el y f r ee of  soci al  st r at i f i cat i on, and i s 

t hus di vi ded i nt o a number  of  socio- economic si t es* Thi s di vi si on and t he f act  

t hat  the J apanese fami l y i s now undergoi ng a dr ast i c soci al  change may account  

f or  some of  the psychol ogi cal  and soci al  pecul i ar i t i es of  the Ni sei  and may wel l  

expl ai n some of  t he di f f i cul t i es whi ch t hey now face* 
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I V. MALADJ USTMENTS CONFRONTING THE 

AMERICAN- BORN J APANESE 

Today, wi t h t he Uni t ed St at es and J apan spar r i ng at  each ot her  i n t hei r  war  

of  ner veb, one of  the groups t hat  have t aken t he brunt  of  t he si t uat i on i s t he 

J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a. Besi des bei ng dr af t ed or  bei ng pushed i nt o mar r i age to 

avoi d t he dr af t , t he Ni sei  ar e f aci ng a more ser i ous probl em of  unempl oyment . 

Because of  t he cr i si s many empl oyers ar el ayi ng of f  Ni sei  t hat  they had al r eady 

hi r ed and ot her s ar e r ef usi ng t o t ake on qual i f i ed workers even when t her e i s 

a shor t age of  l abor  due t o t he boom. Fur thermore, because of  f r ozen asset s, many 

Ni sei  who had been worki ng f or  J apanese f i r ms are now wi t hout  wor k. 

The vocat i onal  probl em i s more ser i ous i s t he urban ar eas. I n San Fr anci sco 

t he out l ook f or  a t r ai ned worker  i s very gl oomy. I n Oct ober , 1941, 95 per  cent  

of  t he cal l s f or  work were f or  domest i c ser vi ces.31 Whi l e j obs do exi st , j obs 

such as those i n t he Grant  Avenue novel t y shops, l aundr i es, t r ansf er  busi nesa, 

f l or i s t s , and gar dner s, t hey ar e not  very r emuner at i ve, t he hour s are l ong, and 

the pay i s l ow. I n t he J apanese community i t sel f  t her e are some j obs, but  t hese 

sel dom pay more than 50 or  60 dol l ar s a month f or  work t hat  r equi r es about  10 

hour8 a day. Thus i t  i s easy t o see why the Amer i can- born J apanese, especi al l y 

col l ege gr aduat es who had been t r ai ned i n an Amer i can standard of  l i v i ng, f i nd i t  

di f f i cul t  t o adj ust  themsel ves vocat i onal l y. 

I n t he r ur al  ar eas t he out l ook i s f ar  more opt i mi st i c, al though t hose who 

have had no exper i ence i n farmi ng wi l l  probabl y f i nd t hi s ar ea bar red t o them. 

I n Cal i f or ni a t her e ar e oppor t uni t i es f or  the Ni sei  t o t ake over  about  300 far mer s' 

30. T . Matsumoto, "New York Ni sei  Face Ecnomic Di sl ocat i on as Resul t  of  
Trade Suspensi on," Cur r ent  Li f e« I I  (Oct ober , 1941), pp. 7- 9, expl ai ns t he si t ua-
t i on on t he At l ant i c s i de; the same st at e of  af f ai r s i s preval ent  on t he West . 

31. I nfor mat i on t aken from t he f i l es of  the Or i ent al  Di vi si on of  t he Cal i f or -
ni a St at e Employment  Bureau i n San Fr anci sco. 
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cooper at i ve associ at i ons whi ch ar e st i l l  managed by the f i r st - gener at i on i mmi grants* 

Fur thermore because of  FSA l oans t her e i s a possi bi l i t y of  farm- ownershi p. The 

i mpor tant  t hi ngs i s t hat  t he f i r st - gener at i on J apanese have al r eady paved a way 

i n t he agr i cul t ur al  f i el ds} thus t he Ni sei  can fol l ow i n t hei r  f oot st eps. Even 

i n agr i cul t ur e, however , f or  a t r ai ned men, j obs euch as pl ant  pat hol ogi st , seed 

grower  and soi l  chemi st  ar e r est r i ct ed* 

Fur thermore, t he agr i cul t ur al  r egi on i s not  wi t hout  i t s i l l s * More and more, 

t he farms ar e becoming the breedi ng pl aces of  di sor gani zat i on. Among the Ni sei  

t her e i s an i nst i t ut i on whi ch may l ead t o the cr eat i on of  a l ar ge mass of  i l l -

f i t t ed mi gratory wor ker s. Most  urban boys above t he ages of  13 and 14 go en masse 

t o t he farms dur i ng t he summer  vacat i on and work i n t he f i el ds* Act ual l y t her e 

i s not hi ng el se for  them t o do si nce they can f i nd no empl oyment  i n t own. Thi s 

summer  mi gr at i on has become an i nst i t ut i on and a boy who does not  go to the farm 

dur i ng t he suniner  i s pr act i cal l y ost r aci zed from hi s gr oup. Once on t he f i el ds 

t hey come i n contact  wi t h ol der  workers who t each them, i nt ent i onal l y or  ot her wi se, 

to dr i nk, t o gambl e, and t o f r equent  houses of  pr ost i t ut i on. Many Ni sei , af t er  

gr aduat i ng from school  f i nd nothi ng to do and dr i f t  i nt o agr i cul t ur al  l abor  as a 

permanent  j ob and f ol l ow t he cr ops. More and mor e, t he behavi or  of  t hese workers 

i s becoming a sore thumb i n t he J apanese communi ty. 

Thus we can see t hat  t he Ni sei , both i n urban and r ur al  ar eas f ace vocat i onal  

pr obl ems. I n t he c i t i es , t he Ni sei  cannot  work i n Caucasi an f i r ms i n l ar ge 

number s; when they work i n t hei r  own communi ty, hour s ar e l ong and wages ar e l ow. 

I n t he r ur al  ar ea, t her e ar e oppor t uni t i es f or  t hose whose f at her s al r eady own 

f ar ms, but  t he ot her s ar e for ced t o be content  at  bei ng agr i cul t ur al  wor ker s� 

usual l y mi gr at or y. 

F i nal l y, t her e i s t he probl em of  uni onzat i on. Si nce wages ar e l ow and hours 

ar e l ong, one might  l ogi cal l y asks why don't  the Ni sei  or gani ze? Sever al  f act or s 

stand i n t he way. Fi r st  of  al l , some uni ons wi l l  not  t ake Or i ent al s. Unt i l  t he 
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C*I .O* cam© out  wi t h a pol i cy of  non- di scr i mi nat i on, i t  was very di f f i cul t  f or  

any Or i ent al  t o j o i n a uni on. Fur thermore, si nce much of  t he agi t at i on agai nst  

t he J apanese had been I nst i gat ed by uni ons such as t he Wor ki ngman's Par t y of  

Cal i f or ni a, t he J apanese are st r ongl y pr ej udi ced agai nst  uni ons.32 Another  f act or  

was the f ear  of  i ncur r i ng t he wr ath of  t he maj or i t y, who seemed to be agai nst  

uni oni zat i on* F i nal l y, t he Ni sei , bei ng human l i ke al l  ot her  peopl e, merel y 

accepted bl i ndl y t he ready- made ster eotypes handed out  t oy the organs of  propaganda 

concer ni ng uni ons. Thus, uni onzat i on of  Or i ent al  workers has been sl ow, and even 

when worker s have been f or ced i nt o uni ons, as was t he case among Oakl and l aundr y 

workers and t he Los Angel es f r ui t  stand wor ker s, they have remai ned l oyal  to t hei r  

empl oyers and have "ki cked bai k" par t  of  t he hi gh wages pai d by t he owner  to meet  

uni on requi rements* 

And so we can see t hat  t he Ni sei  face ser i ous l abor  probl ems* They f ace 

unempl oyment , l ow wages and l ong hours and yet  the one t hi ng t hat  can improve 

t hese condi t i ons�uni ons�f i nds many bar r i er s set  befor e i t * 

Thi s l ack of  vocat i onal  oppor tuni t y has l ed to another  ser i ous prbol em� 

the probl em of  mar r i age* Obvi ousl y, wi t hout  a j ob or  wi t h a smal l  i ncome, the 

Ni sei  cannot  af f or d t o be mar r i ed or  t o have a home* To add to t hi s chaot i c 

condi t i on, t he age and sex di st r i but i on of  t he Ni sei  i s very unusual * Si nce the 

vast  maj or i t y of  t he immigrant  women ar r i ved i n Amer i ca at  about  the same t i me, 

between 1915 and 1924, most  of  t he chi l dr en are of  approxi matel y the same age* 

Si nce gi r l s r each a mar r i ageabl e age befor e the boys and si nce the men are unabl e 

t o get  j obs whi ch woul d enabl e them t o suppor t  t hei r  wi ves, t her e i s a ser i ous 

shor tage of  el i gi bl e men* The common bel i ef  among t he J apanese i s t hat  t her e 

ar e t hr ee t i mes as many women of  mar r i ageabl e age as t her e are men, and whi l e t he 

32* Cf * H*H* I ngel s, The Hi st or y of  the Wor ki ngmen's Par t y of  Cal i f or ni a* 
t hesi s, (M.A.) , Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a, 1919; and U.F . McKi nney, Deni s Kearney* 
pr f i ani zer  of  t he Wor ki ngmen's Par ty of  Cal i f or ni a* t hesi s (M.A. ) , Uni ver si t y of  
Cal i f or ni a, 1939. 
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st at i st i cs do not  subst ant i at e such a convent i on, the convi ct i on i s so wi despr ead 

"I ' 

t hat  i t  has had a ser i ous af f ect  upon the at t i t udes and behavi or  of  the Ni sei  and 

t hei r  anxi ous par ent s.33 Whi l e t he mar r i age probl em i s gr adual l y becoming l ess 

acut e, t he ol der  gi r l s (t hose who are now over  25) f ace the di l emmat i c choi ce of  

l aunchi ng a car eer  i n some f i el d » i f  an oppor t uni t y i s avai l abl e, or  i nt er mar r i age 

whi ch i s st i l l  t aboo. Even among the younger  peopl e i t  seems l i kel y t hat  the 

wi ves wi l l  have t o work at  l east  par t  t ime t o suppl ement  her  husband's ear ni ngs 

i f  t he coupl e i s t o mai nt ai n an Amer i can standard of  l i v i ng. 

Another  ser i ous probl em f aci ng t he Ni sei  i s t hat  of  soci al  di sor gani sat i on. 

Ther e are many mani f est at i ons of  t he breakdown of  t he t r adi t i onal  codes of  conduct . 

I n Lodi , t he cent er  of  t he grape i ndust r y i n Cent r al  Cal i f or ni a, anaamong t he Ni sei  

i n Los Angel es, the del i nquency of  t he young J apanese i s not or i ous .  ̂ I t  i s not  

so much the dr i nki ng, gambl i ng, or  the st r eet - f i ght i ng al one t hat  i s s i gni f i cant ; 

i t  i s r at her  t he f act  t hat  the t r adi t i onal  methods of  soci al  cont r ol  no l onger  

hol d t he Ni sei  i ncheck. I n a st abl e soci et y, where t he fol kways have a hol d on 

each i ndi vi dual , peopl e do not  t hi nk of  doi ng t hi ngs di f f er ent l y f rom t he accept ed, 

convent i onal  way. However , i n a changi ng soci et y, when the i ndi vi dual s ar e exposed 

to di f f er ent  and conf l ct i ng ways of  doi ng t hi ngs, t hey are at  a l oss as t o whi ch 

way t o f ol l ow, and qui t e of t en, they fol l ow nei t her . 

We have seen i n connect i on wi t h t he Ni sei  f ami l y t hat  t he t r adi t i onal  J apanese 

customs have gi ven way at  t he impact  of  Amer i can cul t ur e. I n many ot her  aspect s 

of  soci al  behavi or  t he ways of  the Or i ent  and t hose of  the West  are qui t e di f f er ent  

Thi s di f f sr ence can cer t ai nl y be l i st ed as one of  t he basi c causes of  the di sor -

gani sat i on conf r ont i ng the Ni sei  at  t he present  t i me. 

F i nal l y, t her e are numerous cases of  minor  per sonal i t y mal adj ustments among 

the Ni sei . Roughl y and ar bi t r ar i l y I  shal l  cl assi f y some of  t hese di f f i cul t i es 

33. I n 1941, t he bi ol ogi cal  r at i o of  pot ent i al l y mar r i ageabl e mal es (21- 36) 
t o mar r i ageabl e femal es (16- 26) seems to be roughl y 11 t o 13; however , i f  we take 
i nt o consi der at i on t he economic f act or , the di f f er ence woul d be gr eat er  t han 1 t o 3 

34. Mur ase, K . t  "Nemesi s?" Cur rent  L i f e,11 (Oct ober , 1941), pp. 3- 4. 
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as "oppr essi on psychosi s," ¿he "mar gi nal " per sonal i t y, and di si l l usi onment . 

The "oppr essi on psychosi s"35 i s char act er i sed by at t i t udes of  f ear , hat r ed, 

r esent ment , j eal ousy, suspi ci on, and r evenge. When the Ni sei  i s i n t hi s st at e of  

mi ng, he i nt er pr et s any act i on of  the Caucasi ans as another  i nj wt i ceand f eel s 

very r esent f ul . I f , f or  exampl e, a Ni sei  group i s asked t o l eave a r est aur ant  

because of  i l l  manners and boi st er ous shout i ng, the group i mmedi atel y cr i es, 

"Race di scr i mi nat i on!" never  st oppi ng to t hi nk of  other  f act or s t hat  might  have 

l ed t o t hei r  evi ct i on. 

Another  unfor t unat e t ype of  per sonal i t y t hat  has devel oped, especi al l y amonfe 

col l ege gr aduat es, i s t he "mar gi nal " man.36 The col l ege gr aduate i s t r ai ned i n 

the ways of  Amer i can cul t ur e, and havi ng f i ni shed hi s educat i on, he r et ur ns t o 

hi s community onl y to f i nd t hat  hi s ways and hi s standar ds are qui t e di f f er ent  

from those of  hi s former  f r i ends. He f i nds i t  di f f i cul t  t o get  al ong wi t h t he 

members of  hi s consauni ty. On the other  hand, he cannot  break i nt o the Caucasi an 

soci et y f or  whi ch he has been t r ai ned because of  hi s r ace. Thi s l onel i ness from 

soci al  i sol at i on l eads to mar i gi nal i t y. 

The most  pathet i c aspect  of  t hi s probl em i s t hat  many Ni sei  are f i ndi ng t hi ngs 

too "t ough." They are ei t her  prematurel y gi vi ng up hope or  are bl i ndl y dashi ng 

t hei r  heads agai nst  stone wal l s , wal l s unl i kel y to be penet r at ed except  by a few 

of  except i onal  t al ent . When t hi s l at t er  group r eal i zes i t s er r or , i t  l i kewi se 

adopts a mel anchol y out l ook and r el apses i nt o a wor l d of  i l l usi ons and dr eams. 

There i s thus among the &i sei  a wi despr ead f eel i ng of  demor al i zat i on, di si l l usi on-

ment , and despai r . 

And so we f i nd, f our  maj or  di f f i cul t i es conf r ont i ng the Ni sei  as he comes 

of  age. He f aces, f i r st  of  al l , a probl em of  f i ndi ng and keepi ng hi s j ob. Thi s 

di f f i cul t y i s brought  about  qui t e of t en by the r ace pr ej udi ce caused by the ant i -

t  35. R.L . Sut her l and and J . L . Woodward, I nt r oductory Soci ol ogy. Chi cago, 
Li ppi ncot t , 1937, chap. XI I I . 

36. E .V. St r aaqui st , The Mar gi nal  Man. New Yor k, Scr i bner 's , 1937, chap. I V. 



32 

Or i ent al  her i t age of  Cal i f or ni a. Because of  hi s i nabi l i t y to f i nd sat i sf act or y 

vocat i onal  adj ust ment , t he Ni sei  al so f aces a ser i ous mar r i age probl em. I n t hi s 

case, however , t her e i s another  f act or  i nvol ved�t he age and sex composi t i on of  

t he Ni sei  popul at i on. 

Fur thermore, the Ni sei  f aces the probl ems of  soci al  di sor gani xat i on and 

per sonal i t y mal adj ust ment . Soci al  di sor gani xat i on i s l ar gel y caused by the 

di f f er ences i n t he cul t ur e of  the immigrants and t hat  of  Amer i ca. The per sonal i t y 

mal adj ustments ar e due to supposed oppr essi on, cul t ur al ndsf i t , and over ambi t i on. 

Fur thermore, t hese l at t er  mal adj ustments may al so be due to i nabi l i t y to get  

j obs, i nabi l i t y t o marry or  to the di sor gani zat i on of  the Ni sei  soci al  gr oup. 
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V. PROGRAMS OF SOCI AL ACTION 

And so ve can see t hat  t he pi pedreams of  paaadi se i ndul ged i n by many Ni sei  

have been shat t er ed by t he impact  of  the col d, uncompromising touch of  r eal i t y, 

a st at e of  exi st ence i nconsi st ent  wi t h t hei r  hopes, i deal s , and ambi t i ons. In-

st ead of  t hei r  wi shed f or  haven, they f i nd wi despr ead demor al i sat i on, economic 

dependency t o an appal l i ng ext ent , a r i si ng r at e of  del i nquency and i mmor al i t y, 

and i ncr easi ng per sonal i t y mal adj ust ment s. Si nce one of  the char act er i st i c f r ai l -

t i es of  human anture i s to f i nd a cul pr i t  f or  al l  t hi ngs undesi r abl e, bl ame f or  

t hi s unfor t unat e st at e of  af f ai r s has been cast  upon, among other  t hi ngs, r aci al  

i nt ol er ance, t he narrow- mindedness of  the i mmi gr ant s, the st upi di t y of  Ni sei  

l eader s, and even upon t he f r agi l i t y of  t he Ni sei  t hemsel ves. Perhaps t her e i s 

something t o each one of  t hese accusat i ons, but  i t  seems t hat  the Ni sei  wer e born 

i nt o an envi ronment  unf r i endl y to t hei r  wel f ar e. I t  seems t hat  they cannot  r eal l y 

bl ame t hei r  parent s f or  not  knowi ng bet t er ; they cannot  blame t hemsel ves; they 

cannot  bl ame anyone f or  t he mi sfor t unes of  t he vi ct i ms of  ci r cumst ance. 

Granted t hat  t he Ni sei  f ace an unwanted r eal i t y, the i nevi t abl e quest i on 

ar i sest  what  can they do about  i t ? Obvi ousl y when formul at i ng any pl an of  act i on 

we must  remai n wi t hi n t he real m of  r eal i t y and r ef r ai n from drawi ng up bl uepr i nt s 

of  a ut opi an unl i kel y to be bl essed by r eal i zat i on. Ther e ar e some t hi ngs beyond 

t he capaci t i es of  a si ngl e gr oup; other  t hi ngs, f or t unat el y, t hat  can be done. 

Numerous programs of  soci al  act i on have been pr oposed, some of  them of  a 

conf l i ct i ng nat ur e. The J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zen League, t he l ar gest  organi za-

t i on r epr esent i ng the Ni sei , whi ch unfor t unat el y i s i n t he cont r ol  of  men who 

are not  too wel l - i nformed or  wel l - t r ai ned, have i nst i t ut ed a "bi cker i ng" campai gn. 

They are payi ng a t r avel l i ng secr et ar y t o t our  the country spr eadi ng propaganda 

f or  the Ni sei  cause and poi nt i ng out  to t he Caucasi ans the "i nj ust i ces" t he 

Ni sei  are for ced to suf f er . 
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Shar pl y cont r ast ed to t he J .A.C.L * pol i cy i s t he pl an of  many �i nt el l ect ual s' 

wi t hi n t he community t o do nothi ng and to "l ay l ow" unt i l  t he present  i nt er nat i onal  

t ensi on i s al l evi at ed* These men urge t hat  i f  t her e i s any compl ai ni ng t o do9 

the members of  the maj or i t y group who are soci al l y minded shoul d be al l owed t o do 

i t  whi l e t he Ni sei  themsel ves devote t hei r  t ime to making f i r ends and wi nni ng 

out si der s t o t he Ni sei  cause* 

The "do not hi ng" pol i cy has t hr ee aspect s* The f i r s t , whi ch we have j ust  

ment i oned, i s to al l ow the members of  t he maj or i t y group t o do t he compal i ni ng 

f or  the mi nor i t y, si nce any bi cker i ng by the Ni sei  coul d be i nt er pr et ed as whi ni ng* 

The second group t hat  advocates such a pol i cy i s st r ongl y imbued wi t h a st oi cal  

Or i ent al  phi l osophy�t he phi l osophy of  accept i ng an i nevi t abl e f at e si nce nothi ng 

coul d have been done anyway* A t hi r d group i s merel y apat het i c, not  car i ng enough 

t o put  f or t h any ef f or t * Al l  i n al l , i t  seems t hat  the maj or i t y of  the J apanese 

i n Cal i f or ni a f al l  i nt o one of  t hese t hr ee groups* 

Another  program of  act i on t hat  has been pr oposed, especi al l y by t he more 

ener get i c l i ber al  and r adi cal  el ement s, i s t hat  of  whol ehear t edl y suppor t i ng the 

l abor  movement �especi al l y t he C*I *0* The argument  gi ven begi ns on two assump-

t i ons s (1) t he source of  most  Ni sei  i l l s i s due to vocat i onal  i nequal i t y of  oppor-

t uni t y, and (2) t hat  i nequal i t y i s due t o r ace pr ej udi ce and di scr i mi nat i on* 

Begi nni ng on t hese assumpt i ons, t he argument  f ol l ows l ogi cal l y; t he Ni sei  ought  

t o suppor t  any group t hat  i s f i ght i ng agai nst  r aci al  i nt ol er ance* Ther ef or e, 

si nce t he C«I *0* i s opposed t o di scr i mi nat i on, the Ni sei  ought  t o support  the 

C.I *0* As we have al r eady poi nt ed out , however , t he J apanese as a whol e are 

st r ongl y pr ej udi ced agai nst  uni ons of  any ki nd, and the chances of  sucha movement  

gai ni ng much headway seem at  the pr esent  t o be ver y sl i m* 

A four t h program of  act i on advocated i s t hat  of  cooperat i ng i n every way 

possi bl e wi t h agenci es and i ndi vi dual s who are i nt er est ed i n bet t er i ng the wel f ar e 

of  t he Or i ent al  mi nor i t i es. Ther e are l eader s i n pol i t i cs, r el i gi on, educat i on, 

t he pr ess, soci al  wel f ar e wor k, and many other  groups t hat  are at tempt i ng t o 
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r econst r uct  Ni sei  soci et y* For  exampl e, a Congr essi onal  committee i nvest i gat i ng 

unf ai r  employment  pr act i ces i s now pl anni ng t o study the di scr i mi nat i on of  some 

t r ade uni ons agai nst  Or i ent al s. The Cal i f or ni a St at e Empl oyment  Of f i ce has st ar t ed 

an Or i ent al  di vi s i on, and numerous students and groups i n the var i ous r el i gi ous 

ci r cl es and uni ver si t y campuses are studyi ng t he Ni sei  pr obl em. By worki ng through 

and wi t h t hese agenci es, many i l l s may be al l evi at ed. 

Most  of  t he for egoi ng programs of  act i on concerned t hi ngs t hat  the Ni sei  coul d 

do i n a gr oup; what  can t hey do as i ndi vi dual s? One t hi ng t hat  has al r eady been 

ment i oned i s t hat  they coul d go on a backyard f r i endshi p campaign and make as 

many f r i ends as possi bl e. But  f ar  more i mpor tant  i s the quest i on: what  can they 

do for  themsel ves and t hei r  own happi ness? There i s among t he Ni sei  a wi despr ead 

f eel i ng of  defeat i sm whi ch I  t hi nk i s l ar gel y due to a l oss of  per spect i ve. I t  

seems that  what  the Ni sei  need i s a r eor i ent at i on of  t hei r  phi l osophy of  l i f e. 

When asked what  they want  out  of  l i f e, most  Ni sei  answer  t hat  they want  

"happi ness.** Then, i s happi ness to be obt ai ned onl y by the compl ete r eal i sat i on 

of  t hei r  immature ambi t i onB, ambi t i ons whi ch i n many i nst ances were i nst i l l ed i n 

them by hopeful  f r i ends and parents who wer e whol l y unawares of  the i mpl i cat i ons 

i nvol ved i n t hei r  suuggest i ons? Or  i s happi ness to be at t ai ned more by t he more 

si mpl e t hi ngs i n l i f e�secur i t y, mutual  r esponse, new exper i ences, and r ecogni t i on 

i n one's own smal l  group? One need not  l aunch an ambi t i ous car eer  i n the so- cal l ed 

pr ofessi ons to at t ai n t hese si mpl e needs. 

Thus, we f i nd var i ous and conf l i ct i ng programs of  act i on bei ng proposed by 

the Ni sei s t he J .A.C.L . "bi cker i ng" campai gn, t he "do not hi ng" pol i cy, the pol i cy 

of  j oi ni ng t he l abor  movement ,the i dea of  cooperat i ng wi t h agenci es of  wel f ar e, 

the pl an of  i ndi vi dual s goi ng on f r i endshi p campai gns, and f i nal l y the pl an of  

r eor i ent i ng the Ni sei 's phi l osophy of  l i f e. What  i s t he Ni sei  t o do i n the present  

cr i si s? Tr ul y they ar e i n a per pl exi ng and awkward si t uat i on; t r ul y t heface a 

di l emma. 
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