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The purpose of this paper is not so much to present an
addition to the field of knowledge but rather to put forward
a broad and comprehensive, though unfortunately sketchy, out=-
line of the nature of the problems which confront the Japanese
minority population in California and to provide an enalytical
and historical background so that these problems may be more
adequately understood. Not much original research is to be
found in this paper, for it is largely nothing more than a
gathering and systematizing of materials which are already
available, although some of the material on the social orga-
nization of the Japanese population is new. There is a volu-
minous amount of literature in this broad field which has
hardly been tapped for this essay; however, every effort has
been made to gather material from the reputedly reliable
sources.

Actually, this essay deals with four different, though
closely related, problems which face the American-born Japa-
nese at the prsent time--economic insecurity, marriage prob-
lems, social disorganization, and personality maleadjustments.
On the assumption that a problem can be better understood
when one is blessed by = background, the situation relating
to each problem has been analyzed, and a historical setting
has been included to add perspective.

While this essay has not quite degenerated to the point
of finding facts to fit ready-made conclusions, quite often,
certain "frames of references" have been borrowed from various
works in social theory and around these the available material
has been organized.

The material submitted in this piece was drawn from books;
articles in magamines, scientific journals, pamphlets, and
dissertations; personal observations in central California
and in the Bay Region; unpublished essays and research papers
by various siudents in the field; and from conversations and
correspondence with first and second generation Orientals
during the past five years. I am also indebted to numerous
students here at the University of California who have provided
me with "leads"™ and ideas.
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A RACIAL MINORITY POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA

(outline)

Conirolling purpese: The controlling purpose of this paper is to present a
comprehensive outline of the nature of the problems which confront the

Japanese minority population in California and to provide am analytical and
historical background so that these problems may be more adequately under-
stood.

I. The problem stated
A. Introduction
l. confusion in suggestions for beitering social status
2. means of alleviating the confusion
a. dissemination of more knowledge
be definition of the preoblem
Different aspects of the complex problem confronting the American-
born Japanese
l. economic: vocational insecurity
2. biological: marriage problem
3. cultural: social disorganization
4. pseychological: personality maladjustiment
‘Special problems in the California background
l. anti-Oriental heritage in Califormia
2. war crisis in the Far East
Perspective necessary 1o understand the problem
l. economic history of Califormia
2. cross-section analysis of the Japanese population

II. Dynemics: The history of the Japanese immigration to Califormia and its
relation to the economic structure of the state
A. The flow of migration
l. early immigrants
2. characteristic of the immigrants
3. reasons for migration
4. immigration statistics
B. Celifornia agriculture and the Oriental
l. general nature of egriculture in California
2. the experiemnce of the Chinese
3. the coming of the Japanese
a. how the Japanese fii into the economy
b. the reception in America
1) agitation
2) ecauses of agitation )
4. Japanese contributions to California agriculture
C. Social organization of early Japanese setilers
l. factors leading to group solidarity
2. major social institutions
D. Psychological consequences of the agitation




III. Statics: Cooss-section analysis of the Japanese population in California
A. Composition of the population
l. age and sex distribution
2. marital status
3. fertility and mortality rates
4. educational status
5. religious affiliation
B. economic organization
l. rural economy
2. urban economy (San Francisco and Los Angles)
3. social consequences of restriction
C. Social organizatiomn
1. socio~economic factions based on:
a. economic status
be religion
c. intellectual interest
d. recreational interest
e. prefectire of origin
f. "degree of toughness"”
2. the family in transition
a. factors leading to change
b. elements in change
3. social consequences of the change

IV. Antithesis: Maladjustiments confronting the Amcrican~born Japanese
A. Vocational insecurity
1. problems presented by the present crisis in the Pagcifiec
2. nasture of the jobs among Japanese
3. wurban labor problems
2. unemployment
b. low wages
¢. long working hours
rural problems
a. optimistic outlook for owners
b. problem of migratory workers
problems of unionizatiom
a. union policy of diserimination
b. Nisei prejudice against unions
problem of merriage
factors leading to the problem
a. vocational insecurity
b. eage and sex composition of the population
2. problem of older girls
a. career
b. racial irmtermarriage
3. necessiily of women working after marriage
C. Social disorganization
l. gneral nature of social disorganization
2. instances of disorganization among the Nisei
3. cultural differences as a causal factor
D. Personality maladjustments
l. types of disorders
&. "oppression psychosis"
be "marginal® personality
¢. disillusionment
2. causes numerous




V. Telesis: Programs of social action
A. Summary of the problems facing the American-born Japanese
Bs Proposals for action
l. group action
a. JACL "crab" campaign
b. "do nothing" policy
(1) 1let Caucesians do the complaining
(2) oOriental philosophy
(3) apathy
c¢. supporting the labor movement
d. cooperating with agencies of social welfare
2. individusl action
2. "back-yard" friendship campaign
b. reorientetion of philsophy of life
Dilemmas facing the Nisei and their implications




A RACTAL MINORITY POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA

A FREFACE TO REFLECTION

Quite often these days the American-born Japanese is torn between those who
plegue them with half-beked and utopian solutions to their problems and those who
morbidly caution them to be realistic end to face the dire facts. The forebodings
of the ultra-realists, whether well-founded or otherwise, are demoralizing to
say the least and if accepted at face value are not very conducive to sound mental
health. On the other hand, beliefs based on wishful-thinking and upon the rantings
of the inadequately informed may lead to comsequences far more disastrous. A
number of so-called "experts" wantonly throw out solutions without realizing the
full implications of their suggestions. Unfortunately the world is too full of
archair reformers whose dexterity in weaving pipedreams is matched only by their
ability to preach the "true gospel.”

What, then, can be done to alleviate this umhappy state of affhirs? Onme things
of course, is the dissemination of more information. Another thing that might
be done is defining the problem. Conflicting statements by various authorities
can often be reduced to differences in what these individuals interpret to be
the gist of the problem confronting the American-born Japanese. As the great
philosopher John Dewey pointed out many years ago, one must define his problem

before he can begin to think. How can anyone pose a solution to a problem unless

he knows what the problem is?

The "Nisei problem," 1 which many are trying to "solve," is not quite as

l. This term, pronounced "nee-say," is widely used in referring to the
American-born, second-generation Japenese. It is both singular and plural.




simple as some people seem to think. This essay is not an attempt to define the
problem of the Nisei but rather a hopeful endeavor to clarify the nature of some
of ithe difficulties which beset them.

Quite arbitrarily, the complications facing the Nisei can be centered about
four focal points: economic, biological, cultural, emnd psychological.

On the economic level the problem of vocational insecurity is of major concern.
Quite often the inability of the Nisei to find satisfactory economic status may
well be the cause of many other difficulties. Often those with years of specialized
training are forced to accept positions invelving menial, unskilled labor from
which there are virtually no hppes of advancement. The professions are over—
crowded; semi-skilled jobs do mot pay well; and even agriculiure, the stronghold
of the Japanese in California, does not offer too brilliamt a future. In brief,
a few jobs are available in the civil eervice; those of exceptional talent may
find employment among Caucesians; but the rest may be condemned to & life working
as migratory laborers, gardeners, or in laundries.

On what may roughly be called a biologicel level the Nisei face a serious
marriage problem. It is generally believed that the ratic of merriageable women
to men is three to one. Although it is questionable that the biological ratio
is that high, if we take into consideration the fact that meny men will not be
able to find jobs with compensations adequate for supporting families, the social
ratio may be higher. Since racisl intermarriage is still taboo, this creates a
serious problem for the women and in some cases hes led to serious personality
maladjusiments.

Culturally, the Nisei face a problem of social disorgenizetion. Whenever an
individual is caught in a conflict of loyslties, he must conform with the stam-
darde of one or the cther or else he must discerd both norme of behavior. The
Niséh is confronted by the culture of his pearents and that which he learms in

school, and quitie often this conflict results in the breakdown of all stendards.?

2¢ Cf. W.I. Thomes and F. Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in Europe and Ameri
— — ——————  ————— — — ““
Bo.ton’ Bldg.r, 1920 s Vol. Iv, 1-138. ’




Manifestations of this breakdown are appearing in central Caelifornia where the
migretory grepe pickers are repidly becoming the concern of all Japanese. Their
drinking, gembling, frequenting the houses of prostitution, and street-fighting
are indications of the breakdown of the traditionel standardes that once governed
their lives. To be sure, this cdisorganization cennot be explained solely in terms

of cultural conflicts since lack of better jobs undoubtedly did much to demoralize

the grcup.3

On the psychological level there are numerous ceses of maladjusted personali-
tiee among the Nisei. These disorders may be due to any of the other ills:
economic insecurity, cultural conflicts, or difficulties in securing a mate.

Actuelly, there are few difficulties, if any, which fece the Nisei that are
peculiar to the Oriensals alone. All minoriiy groups--raciel, religious, or
otherwise~--face prejudice, conflict, insecurity, end other maledjustmenrts.

However, in Celifornia, the Oriental minorities face these common problems with
greater intensity largely because of the mnti-Oriental heritage in Celifornia.
Thue, really to understand any of the four aspectes of the Nisei problem, one must
keep in mind the general econemic history of Celifornia end its relation to the
Oriental.

Furthermore, at the present time, the crisis in the Pacific between Japan
and the United Statees has placed the Nisei in & more precarious position and has
in some cases intensified his @ifficulties. Thus, we must take into consideration
not only general trends but also historical evenis thai are relevant to the matter.
Thus, thies peper is really an analyesis of the Japamese population in California

organized around a historical treatment of the problems which confront them.

3. Actually there can be mo clash or conflict of "culture" since "culture”
is not an entity. "Culture” refere to ways of doing things and the clash, if
there is any, is in the mind of the individual prior to the time that he resolves
his mental pkmblem.




II. THE HISTORY OF JAPANESE IMMIGRATION TO CALIFORNIA
AND ITS

RELATION TO THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF THE STATE

Although immigration from Japan was legally prohibited until 1865, there is
much evidénce that Japanese were present in Califormia prior to that time, Very
early a few Japanese sailors had been shipweecked on American shores, and some
students had also ventured to this state. Moreover, accounts in the Sacramento
Union and other Californie papers from 1869 indicate that a colony of a few score
Jepanese had settled as prospective silk growers at Gold Hill where they had been
received with great favor. The Census of 1870, however, reported only 55 Japanese
as residing in the United States, in 1880 the number was 148, end in 1890 it was
only 2,039.‘ It was from this point that the immigration of Japansee in substan-
tial numbers began.

The vast majority of the immigranis to America were from the farming classes,
young men seeking new oppertunities amd advancement. They belonged to the lower
classes of the Japanese community if not 1o the lowest of all. While they may
have formed the real corneretone of the nation, they were poor,conservative,
uneducated, znd iolally igmevant of foreign conditions. Adced to this group were
e number of inielligeni and ambitious elements in the middle clase seeking to

study or to avoid conseription intc the army. Finslly, there were the older

men who hed failed in Japan mnd who found staying there unattra.ctin.s

Besides the desire for study amnd the relative lack of opportunities in Japan

4. H.A. Millis, The Jspanese Problem in the United Siates, New York, Mac-
millen, 1915, p. 2.

Se HeA. Millis, ibid., p. 5, estimates that over half the immigrants were
under 25 years of age; while E.K. Strong, Japanese in California, Stanford University,
Stanford University Press, 1934, p. 55, found in his survey, based on a directed

sample of 10% of the Japanese in California that the average meles spent only
20+9 years in Japan.




a strong factor inducing emigration was the presence of emigration companies and
contractors seeking cheap farm labor. The few who had first gone to American and
had foreseen the opprotunitiee waiting for their exploitation returned to Japan
to organize groups of youth {0 migrate and to seek their fortumes togethor.‘
Before 1891 the number of the immigranis was small, never exceeding more
than 1,000 in any single year, since the government sent oul only students and
was opposed to labor emigration on a large scale. However, learning from the
experience of those who had gone to Hawaii, gradually more and more began their
trek to Americe. Some had gone to Hawaii since 18843 these were the pooresi and

most ignorant of all end many of these laborers have since come to America.’
The number incressed anc in the decade from 1890 to 1900 between twenty-five and

thirty thousand came to the United States.,® In the following decade some fifty
thousands more fcnl.'h::m;«i.9 The increasing number of Orientels led to riois and

agitation, and after several uncomfortable incidents, the governmenis of the
United States and Japan in 1907 made a "Gentlemen's Agreement™ whereby the

Japanese government would issue passports only ito non-laborers and three classes

6. Cf. W.L. MeFenzio~King, Canadian Royal Commission on the Methods by which
Orientals Laborers Have Been Induced ito Come io Canada, Ottawa, Governmemt Prinm-
ting Office, 1°08, p. 18.

7. One reason why the immigration figures to California were so high was
that the Japanese contract labopsrs who had gone to Hawaii and therefore were no
longer under the jurisdictiom of the Japanese govermment remigrated to the main-

land. The anti~Japanese agitators have completely ignored this fact.

8. According to the Imperial Statistical Annals of Japan, 32,529 passports
were issued, while the Annual Reports of the United States Superintendent of
Immigration shows that only 27,440 arrived. Cf. Y Inchihashi, The Japanese in
the United States, Stanford University, Stanford University Press, 1932, p. 55.

9. There is considerable discrepancy in the statistics of the immigration
in the decade from 1900 to 1910. Dr. Romanzo Adams in the "Japanese Migration
Statistics, "™ Sociology and Social Hesearch, 1929, p. 441, estimates that only
14,994 aliens come directly from Japan to the United States; while some agitators
have placed the figure as high as 104,618. The United States Census for 1910

enumeratee oply 72,157 Japanese inelud 4,502 mtive born. Since many who did
come to Llerﬂn returned after a few yi'nlgn,'it is simple for the agitagr to

twist the figures to suit his argument. For a more detailed ireatme de
. nt vi
Y. Iehih"hi’ 22. g_uc’ PPe 56 £f.




of workers: to former residents in Americaj; to parents, wives, or children of
residenta; and to settled agriculturalists. KEven though the Japanese government
tightened on the requirements for passports, the number of immigrants continued
to increase, for after Hawaii became a territory of the United States in 1900,
the thousands of Orientals who had gone there previously were beyond the jumis-
prudence of the Japanese government and were free to come to the mminland. This
increasing number added fuel to the already smouldering anti-Orientalism in Cali~-

formia and finally resulted in the passage of drastic laws.

In order to understand the full aignificance of the oppesition that the

Japanese met when they arrived in California, we must consider briefly the nature
and history of the agriculiure of the state; for “from 1882 . . . until 1930, the
history of farm labor in California has revolved around the cleverly m anipulated
exploitation, by the large growers, of a number of suppressed racial minority

groups vhich were imported to work the fields."l0 The Japanese hed stepped into
the midst of a gigantic economic struggle.

Before 1860 California farming was largely pastoral, centering around the
missions; however, after that time the agricultupe of the state entered the world
wheet market. There were several factors leading to the rise of the great wheat
farms. There was a growing population in the state; prices were inflated because
of the gold rushj there was a favorable climate; California wheat was able to
stand long shipment to England; the farms of California were of immense size
since they were continuations of the huge Mexicen land grants; and finamlly, there
was a scarcity of labor.ll

The prosperity of the weat farmers was short-lived, however, and after the
depression of 1878 a great fruit industry arose to take away the spotlight.

There were many factors invelved in the rise of the fruit industry. Wheat prices

10. C. McWilliems, Factories in the Fields, Boston, Little, Brown, and Co.,
1939 9 Pe 104.
1l. 1Ibid., p. 50.




were low; a transconiinentel railroad wgs completed; advencemenis were mede in
horticulture and viticulture; the dried fruits industry began; amnd irrigation
was introduced irto the state.l?

The introduction of orchards into the California economy, however, had
many serious social consequences. Not only did it mesn the beginnings of large~-
scale intemsive agriculture, capitalization of farms because of the cost of irri-
gation, a diversification of crops, but, most important, of all, it led to a
demand for cheap labor. If the fruit farmer, who needed a huge labor supply, was
to compete against the wheat farmer, who could mechenize, he had to have his labor
inexpensively. It is no accident, therefore, that the Chinese coolie labor
began to flow into Celifornia in large numwbers in 1871, coincident with the
time when fruits became imporiant in the state economy.

The fruit industry received a setback, however, in the late nineties; fur=-
thermore, the agitation against the Chinese was becoming intense, and in 1893
serious race riots broke out throughout the state. After the Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882 and the Geary Act of 1892, which renewed the first act, the Chinese
workers gradually left the fields and once again an acuie shoriage of cheap
labor developed. It was ai this point that ihe importation of Japamese began,.

At first there was little opposition to the vYapanese bui as they began to
come in large numbers the tom-toms began to beat once more. The Japanese were

very useful, since most of them were experienced farmers and furthermore because

they conveniently vanished at the end of the season.:3

However, there were several factors which led to the rise of an anti-Japanese
sentiment. They at first underbid all other farm-labor groups, and antagoniszed
the swall farmers who found it difficult to compete with the large-scale ferms and
alco arcused the ill-will of the laboring class for lowering the wage rate. When

the Japenese began to own land, they employed members of thoir own race to the

12. Ibidt. PPe 60 ff.
13. Ibid-o' Pe 107.




exclusion of ell others.l? Furthermore, when the Japanese began to monopolize
farm labor, they demanded higher wages and thus incurred the wrath of the owners.
Finally, when the Japanese began to be small owners, the shippers and large land-
OWners were very antagoni:od.15

The action of the press, the Union Labor Partiy, and the Asiatic Kxclusion
League encouraged mobs to destroy houses, restauranis, and bath houses and commit
other outrages. After the "Gentlemen's Agreement™ in 1907, the laborers ceased
to come in such large numbers directly from Japan, but #ince hany came indirectly
through Hawaii, the ranting went on unabated. The coming of women, some as
“picture-brides,"™ led to further agitation to the effect that the Japanese were
immoral and were importing women for questionable purposes.

Thus, the Japanese, who had been imported largely to fill the demand created
for cheap labor by the rise of the sugar beets industry, found themselves face
to face with unanticipated trouble. In 1907, almost coincidenially with ®he
height of the anti-Japanese agitation, Hindu workers began to flow into California
fields. During the World War boom, when there wae such a scarcity of labor that
even women, delinquents and deaf-mutes were used, the agitation against the Ori-
entals temporarily relaxed, but this relaxation was only ephemeral, for in 1919
the Alien Land Law of 1913 was reenacted. Filipinoes came in large numbers to
California in 1923, but with the passage of the Exclusion Act in 1924, all immi-
gration from Asai came to a halt. The landowners were not to be outdone, however,
and since 1924, they have been importing Mexican labor to work in their fields.

And so we can see that " . « . the problem of the Japanese in California has

been made tho'suhjoet of political and private exploitation, and thereby rendered

l4. In 1900, the Japanese owned 29 farms of about 4,600 acres; by 1910, they
had 1816 farms of about 99,000 acres; and by 1920 they conirolled 6,600 farms
totaling over 450,000 acres and employing 15,000 workers. T. Iyenaga and K.
Sato, Japan and the California Problem, New York snd London, Putnams, 1921,
Pe 122.

15. Ce. lle’lillim, 0op. m.' PPe 110-111.




unnecessarily complicated and acute . . . .16

Since this time, Japanese asgriculture in California has grown in leaps and
bounds. The skill and industry of these farmers brought about great changes in
California.l? They made worthless land valuable; they reclaimed swampsj; and the
names of Ikuta (who itroduced rice) and Shima (the "potato king"™) have almost
become legendary.

In the early pert of this century, the delta, or "tule" land, wes among the
most undesirable areas in Californis--mesquitoes, melaria, and typhoid being
abundant among the myriad of swamps. Combustible peat land, blazing sun, and
the unsanitary marshland chellenged the newcomer. From 1857 to 1894 millions of
dollars had been spent in an attempt to reclaim the land from swamps by building
levees and pumping out the water, but it was not until the "potato king" arrived
on the scene that the land became productive. "The early history of successful
potato growing in the San Jouquin Valley centers around one man. The delta
region near Stockton was considered worthless for agricultural purposes until
George Shima, a Japanese contractor, made it the big potato field of Californ:l.n,“ls

Thus , throughout the state, orgsnized under Shima and other contractors, the
Japanese congregated.l? The peculisrities of thought, habit, diet, and forms
of recreation tended to draw them into racisal colonies. It seemed inevitable that
immigrants of this type chould indicate a tendency to segregate themselves in
communities of their own people, where they could continue to use their old customs
and language; but besides the desire to stay with thelr own group there were other
factors forcing this solidarity. Economically it was necessary, for there were

few other ways in which newcomers could seek employment other than through con-

16. T. Iyomga. and K. Sa.to, op-. Q&o, P- 89.

17. Cf. K.K. Kawakeami, The Real Japanese Question, New York, Macmillan,
1921, chap. III.

18. W. Smith, The Garden of the Sun, Los Angeles, Lymanhouse, 1939, p. 503.

19. According to an investigation mde in 1909, 65{ of the Japanese in
California were engaged in sgriculture, 15{ in domestic service, 15% in business
enterprises gererally connected with supplying the wants of the Japanese communities,
and 57 in other pursuits. S.L. Gulick, The American-Japanese Problem, New York,
Seribner's, 1914, p. 322.




tractors of their own group. Furthermore, this natural tendency was accentuated
by the strong race prejudice that existed. The outside pressure of a hostile
environment as well as the inner compulsion of common interests forced them to
live in segrated quarters. This living together intensified their old sentiments
and made more persistent the traits which they had brought to America and caused
their social organization to follow lines not dissimilar from those of the East.
The Japanese, unlike the Chinese whom they replaced, organized into definite
groups, the farmers dividing into "gangs" for work under a contrasctor. These
contractors usually had full supervision and control over their men, not only
paying their wages and overseeing their work but also in conducting the houses
in which they lived. Arrangements were made for cooperative housekeeping and it
was in these camps that the men worked until they had earned emough to return to
Japan for a bride or could arrange for a "picture bride."” Producers' assocationms,

business associations, language schools, religious centers, end the Japsmese

Associk tion of Americz tended to solidify the ccvun.’t.‘t’.y..m

From this humble beginning, the Japanese have advanced rapidly and today
hold an importent part in the sgriculture of California. Todey, the Japanese who
were at one time exploited by the Caucasians are in turn exploiting the Filipinoces
by working them at intolerably low wagos.zl

Many of the Japanese did not come into direct contact with the wanton redk-
lessness of the early agitation but most of them have heard of the incidents, and
this has had an important effect upon their attitudes and opinions toward Americans
and their ways. Since the téachings of Oriental religiom did not comsist of
iraining one to insist on his rights but rather to accept fate, and since the
immigrant had been taught to be tolerant and conciliatory and to accommodate

himself to things as they came, the bitter feelings were temporarily submerged and

20. J. Steiner, The Japanese Invasion, McClurg Col, Chicago, 1917, chap.¥III.
2l. J. Marshall, "White Peril," Colliers, XCVI (October 19, 1935), p. 66.




the newcomer as far as possible made the best of his existence as he found .'lt.zz

Because of the discrepancy of this condition from the illusion of heaven that
they had contemplated when they had started from Japam, many, disillusioned,
went back to their homeland; some remained, too ashamed to return defeated. But
it was not =211 hell, and while orly a few achievedthe glory they sought, the
majorily comtented themselves with the simple things in life and made their homes

and reared their children in the hopes of justice and peace.

22« KeSe Inui, Unsolved Problems of the Pacific, Kamakura, Japan, 1925,
PPe. 23=25.




III. A CROSS~SECTION ANALYSIS
OF THE

JAPANESE POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA

According to the United States Census for 1930 there were 138,834 Japanese

(includirg those born in the United States) in the country. O0f these 120,251

lived on the Pacific coest, 97,456 in California alone. Thus we can see that
this state has more than itis share of the Japanese.

According to the Cemeus snd other studies?3 the age-group of 17 to 23
(1940) was the largest; while in regard to sex compesition, with one exception--

the age-group from 40 to 45 (in 1940)--the males outnumbered the femsles. How=
ever, there is one significant point concerning the age and séx composition of
the American-born Japanese. The modal point for both the male and femsle age=-
distributions is approximately the same. This, as we shall see, has caused a
serious problem among the Nisei.

In regard to marital status, there are not &s yei any adequate statistics
on marriage among the second-generation Japanese, since most of them are very
young and not yet in a position to marry. The majority of the immigrante, however,
were married. According to a survey made with a directed sample, out of 2,205
males over 14 years of age, all but 335 were married, and among the women over
98 per cent were merried.24

The fertiliiy rate of the Japanese in California has been relatively high,,
but the birth rate, having reached its peak in 1921, has tapered off and since
1930 has dwindled considerably. The average first-generation Japanese male who

has married has had 3.1 children and the average female has had 3.3 children.

23. E.K. Strong, The Second-Generation Japanese Problem, Stienford University,
Stanford University Press, 1934, p. 158.

24. E.X. Strong, The Japanese in California, op. cit., pp. 69=70.




In the psak year of 1921 the Japanese births comnstituted 7.3 per cent of all the

births in the state. On the other hand, the mortaliiy rate has not beem so high.
However, we must take into consideration the fact that migrants are usually young
and in exceedingly good health. This factor probably accountis for the nature of

the fertiliiy and mortality rates among the Japarese in California.

The dducational status of the Japanese population is fairly high in comparison
to that of most other immigrant groups. Indeed the aspiraiions of the second-
generation are much too lofty. Ome explenation of this phenomena is probably the
fact that learned men command the most prestige in the Oriental nations. “The
first-generation Japenese immigrants claim to have had about eight years of schooling
in Jepan. This seems high in terms of the educational facilities in Japan at the
time they were children and in terms of what the averasge American of their age has
secured."?® It is generally believed that the women who came as "picture-brides"
were much better educated than the men. There are no adequate up~to-date statistiics
on the education of the second-generation Japanese, although there have been
several studiec made. It is gemerzlly believed, however, that most Nisei attend
high school and thousands are now attending ¢olleges and universities.

In religious affiliation there is some difference between the first and
second-generation Japanese. Wlosti of the immigrants, 77 per cent according to
Strong, are Buddhists. On the other hand, emong the Awericam-born group, 47 per
cent of the males and 56 per cemt of the females are Christiens.2® This sitwation
is easily understandible when we consider the fact that the Nisei, who have
attended American schoole, have tastes and standards vastly differemnt from those
of their parents. The Nisei, living inthe midst of a Christian culture, find it
difficult to understand the subile system of Buddhism.

In briefly analyzing the Japanese population in California, we have found

that the age groups of both sexes center on one modal point. It has

been found

25. E.K. Strong, Second-Generation Japanese Problem, p. 207.
26. E.K. Strong, Japanese in California, pp. 168-69.




that the fertility rate has been very high, but thet it has dropped considerably

since the peak year of 1921; in mortality, the rate has been low, but we can
reasonably expect the rate to rise in the immediate future since most of the
first-generation J:panese are now growing old. In education, it is believed that
women emong the immigrante were better educated then the men; among the Nisei
both sexes have a relatively hligh educational status. Religiously, the Nisei
have not followed itheir parents, and many of them have become Christiams. This
in brief, characterizes the Japanese in California.

The economic organization of the Japanese population has been shaped largely
by the unfriendly circumstaences into which they first came. As we have already
noted, in farming the Japanese occupy a feirly advantageous situation; in the

urban regions, however, conditions are not as Iavornhlo.ﬂ

The urban Japanese in California have entered trades of two sorts: those
catering to the American customers and those dealing largely with Japanese. The
first occupations to develop were those which met the needs of their co-nationa}ls,
such as boarding houses, barber chops, bath-houses, and food and gemeral merchhn-
dise stores. Upon the arrival of additional immigrants, however, the community
expanded and places for amusement, newspapers, doctors and dentisis came to the
scene. (radually the Japanese entered into general competition with Caucasians
in the grocery stores, laundries, restaurants, and in Los Angeles especially, in
fruit stands. The capital investment in these firms was very small and was
individually conducted on a small scale.28

In San Francisco at the present time there are about a hundred different
laundries, most of them owned and operated by separate families,dozens of curio
shope, florists, restaurants and hotdls. There are fourteen groceries catering

only to the Japanese and dozens open for gemeral trade. The barber shops in

27. The material presented on the urban economic orgenization of the Japanese
is teken from two studies, one on San Francisco by Charles Kikuchi and the other
of Los Angddde by Rev. Unoura. The first study was made under the auspices of the
California State Employment Office; the latter was made in the depertment of
sociology at the University of Southern California.

28. Y. Ichihnlh.i, op. Qlo' chap, IX.




San Francisco heve to depend solely on Japanese patronage; recently beauty parlors
have also been opened. Finally, there are a number of billiard halls operated

by the Japanese which are frequented by the first and second generation alike and
serve sometimes, unfortunately, as social centers.

In the professional and semi-professional fields in Can Francisco, there are
eleven dentiste, five doctors, four attorneys, fifteen insurance men, eight
architects, five optometrists and sixteen teachers (of Japamese culture). Fur=
thermore, several large Japanese {irms maintain branch offices, and there are
two Japanese banks.

In Los Angeles, the businesses seem to be on a larger scale. A list of

organizations in each of which more than five Japanese are employed includes

292 groceries, 221 hotels, apartmenis, and rooming houses, 203 fruit stands,

198 cafes and restaurants, 107 barber shops, and hundreds of other smaller trades.

Because the Caucasiéns have been hostile, the Japanese had been forced into
thier own shell. For a long time, they were unable to penetrate the walls of this
shell, but as we can see, recently, especially with the second-generation coming
of age, the Japanese are breaking out into the general competitive market. Gra-
dually, theoccupations are shifting from those which catered solely to the Japanese
to those which are open to the gemeral publice.

This restricted economic organization has had some repurcussions on some of
the social institutions of this minority group. Since the Japanese were forced
together, they have developed among themselves & peculiar culture, ome that is
neither Japanese nor entirely Americamn, although it is much more similar to the
latter.

Within the Japanese society itself we find a social stratification not unlike
that found among Caucasians. These socio-economic factions, however, are not
clean-cut and the bases on which they are formed are numerous. Various groups

form among the Japanese on the basis of economic consideratiions, religiom, in-




tellectual status, recreational interest, prefecture of origin in Japan, and among
the young, on the "degree of toughness" of the individuals. The members of these
factions intermingle; for example, & person in one economic faction msy be in a
different intellectual or recreational faction from most of his friends in the
former group. There are, moreover, no set rules restricting the entry of members
into these various groups, although some sort of conformity with the general
interests of the members is expected.

The factions based upon differences in economic status are very much like
those that we find in Caucasien eociety. The "white-collar" worker, regardless
of his income comes at the top of the scale; then come the shopkeepers, farmers,

semi-skilled and unskilled workers. The groups are more or less spontaneous

in their origin and have no definite orgamization siructure. They do not meet in

set meetings, but merely gei togeiher as friends to discuss common problems. The
upper classes often adopt ways, individually, to preserve their ways and attempt
to follow the niceties of society in order to be set o:f from the otkers in the
public eye. The people of the lower classes tend to come together also but these
meelings are generally for recreational purposes. So far as I know there is no
"People's movement" among the poverty-striken Japanese, although the upper classes
often tend to erroneously indentify themselves and their interests with those of
"big business." Perhaps this latter phenomenon is an attempt to compensate for
their feeling of inferiority to their white competitors by putting on airs of
superiority before the less fortunate people of their racial colony.

Perhaps the most significant cleavage in Japanese socicty comes from differen-
ces in religious affiliation. Among the immigrants we find largely Buddhists,
Christians, free-thinkers, and those who are apathetic and have no interest.

While these groups make no attempt to distinguish themselves from each other, except
verbally, there are some distinet characteristics in in the behavior of the members
of these factioms. These factions, divided on a religious basis, perform several

important fumctions. Religion is not only a means toward emotiomal outlet, a




means of rationalzing eway our iroubles, but it also provides especially young
people with an opportunity for recreational fellowship. These groups, furthermore,
provide a means of social control, for the individuals will conform with the ways
of his group if other members of that faction are preseni. It further provides
a medium for collective action to satisfy the needs of the members.

One of the most interesting factions in Japanese society is the intellectual
group. Actually the term "intellectual” may be misleading, for there are very
gew real scholars in this group; however, most of these members are much better

informed than their fellows and are usually college graduates or studenis. Among

the members of this group are found all colors and shades of opinions; generally

speaking, however, the liberal members tend to be much better read. These groups,
much like the factions based on economic differences, are spontameous and are
generally formed to provide a means for colbective action to satisfy the needs of
various individuals. Small informal gatheringe often provide a means of using
leisure time. Many means are adopted to preserve the identity of the group; all
members confine their conversation when among themselves to 'intellectual' topics
and are very critical of the reasoning of the others. Generally, the members are
rather cynical and skeptical. Quite often there is a disregarding of the ways
of the "masses," the niceties of socety, and the "conventioms." If there ever
arises a demand for aehange in the social structure or a cry against the conditions
of the Oriental minorities in America, it is a safe bet that the most vociferous
objections will come from this faction.

Generally, the "intellectuals" are despised by the other members of the
community as "reds," Mradicals," and "dangerous" thinkers. While there may not
be social ostracism, because of the tendency of the intellectual to stay in his
own group, and the tendency of this group to be haughty, some degree of social
isolation from the general community exists. Quite o ten these individuals
develop "queer" pereonalities, become very seclucive or else become very sociable

in an attempt to break into the general community.




Among the younger people and sometimes among the old, there is a division
into factions on the basis of recreational interestis. There are those whose

interesis center around athletics; others who are more interested in dancing

and dates; while among the older folks, groupsare formed to practice flower-arrange-

ment and csometimes to play games and talk over old times. These recreational
factions, of course, provide a means for collective action for satisfying the
needs of gertain individuales who have common interests. They also provide a
means of spending leisure time, although in many instancee recreation goes far
beyond the confines of leisure time. These various groups also have ways of
preserving their membership and indicating the fact that they belong to certain
factions.

Another intersting basis for the formation of factions is the prefecture of
the origin of the Japanese in Japan; that is, those from the various prefectiures
in Japan band together and enjoy their own customs and ways. These factions, of
course, provide a mcans of preserving the old customs and the individuels are
tied together by common interests.

Finally, there is a faction of so-called "tough-guys", who place a high
value in their eallousness to the conventions of society. The "gashouse™ gang
is usually composed of athletes, Kanakas (Hawaiian-J apanese), and agricultural
laborers. These individuals band togeiher probably for common interests and
the fuctlion provides a means of preserving the "tough= weys of the gang. Perhaps
many of these individudls became this way as a result of compensation for some
inferiority, be it physical difference or lack of social grace. Needless to say .
the "tough guys" and the "intellectuals" hold each other inmutual contempt and
distrust.

And thus we find numerous factions among the Japanese immigranis in California.
These factions are usually based upon differences in economic level, differences

in religious belief, differences in taste for abstiract and theoretical issues,




differences in recreational interests, origin in Japan, and the differences in
the degree of conformity with the vways of the gemeral community.

The ways and institulions of the second-generation Japanese are neither
eniirely Japanese nor American and constitute a peculiar combination of the iwo
sete of ways, although considerable assimilation has taken place. Recenily many
drastic changes have occurred which are the cause of much concern to the immigrants.
Among the factors leading to this change is the declining influeneeof the home
upon the individual.

Unlike the stiable system of Japan, the Nisei are living in en ever changing
sociely. The stability of organizetion under which their parents lived is not
theirs. Furthermore, there has been no standaridized patiern of life for them to
follow. Besides the traditional type of family discipline that their parents
had attempted to inflie$, they have learned of a different, more democretiec
procedure in the schools and fromtheir firends. Some, by working in American
homes,have experienced the different customs and relate them to their friends.<2?

The Nisei family has changed drastically from that of their paremts and in
many instances contain only the vestiges of the heriiage of their parents. uar-

riage is no longer considered an affair of the family, but rather that of the

individuals involved. Usually the Nisei picks his own mate, often with the appro-

val of his parents, although some actually go against the wishes of the elders.
No attempt is made to check the ancesiry of the other family, as is the case in
Japan, and love and occasionally raiional thought serve as the bases for selectiing
mates instead of the perpetuation of the family name and honmor. Thus we find
that the underlying concept of the institution of marrisge has changed completely
foom that of Japan; the femily name is no longer important.

There is also much opposition to autocratic patriarchal control. The Nisei

family, as a rule, is run on a more democratic basis,with the wife and children

29, Excellent sources on the nature of the family in Japan are H. Byas,
"The Family System of Japen," Asia, XXIV (April, 1924), pp. 290-94; J.F. Embree,
Suyemura, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1939, III; and L. Hearn, Japan:
An Attempt at Interpretation, New York, Macmillan, 1904,




having more to say in the affairs of the group. While the remnants of familial
sentimente remain, the reverence for ancestors is virtually non-existiemt. While
fomily pride is not entirely lacking, it seems that ihe forces of political control
are more and more the agents of control. The children spend much of their 1ime
outside, in schools and with their friends and are more influenced by their outer
entironment.

The basic concept of a family as a comprehensive unit and an end in iiself
is completely superseded by the idea of a femily es a means to amother end--
individual happiness. Couples no longer feel obligaled to have children to
perpetuate their family line, nor do they bother themselves wiih the care of
ancestral tablets.

And thus, we find in analyzing the Japanese population in California, their
institutions and their ways, that the Nisei are coming of age in a very peculiar

environmeni. Xconomically, the Japanese have been restricted to themselves.

This restiriction, which also applies socielly, has forced the Japanese to group

together and to develop institutions and ways which are e culiar to themselves.
The Japenese community is not entirely free of social strafification, and is
thue divided into a number of socio-economic sites. This division and the fact
that the Japenese family is now undergoing a drastic social change may account
for some of the psychological end social peculiarities of the Nisei amd may well

explain some of the difficulties which they now face.




IV. MALADJUSTMENTS CONFRONTING THE

AMERICAN=-BORN JAPANESE

Today, with the United Siates and Japam sparring at each other in their war
of nerves, one of the groupe that have taken the bruni of the situation is the
Japanese in California. DBesides being drafted or being pushed into marriage to
avoid the draft, the Nisei are facing a more serious problem of unemployment.
Because of the crisis many employers arelaying off Nisei that they had already
hired and others are refusing to take on qualified workers even when there is
a shortage of labor due to the boom. Furthermore, because of frozen assets, many
Nisei who had been working for Japanese firms are now without work.30

The vocational problem is more serious is the urban areas. In San Franecisco
the outlook for a trained worker is very gloomy. In October, 1941, 95 per cent
of the calls for work were for domestic services.3l While jobs do exisi, jobs
such as those in the Grant Avenue novelty shopsy; laundries, iransfer businecss,
florists, and gardners, ithey are nol very renumerative, the hours are long, and
the pay is low. In the Japanese community iiself there are some jobs, but these
seldom pay more than 50 or 60 dollars a month for work that requiree about 10
hours a day. Thus it is easy to see why ihe American-born Japanese, especially
college graduates who had been trained in an American standard of living, find it
difficult to adjust themselves vocationally.

In the rurasl areas the ouilook is far more optimistic, although those who

have had no experience in farming will probably find this area barred to them.

In California there are opportunities for the Nisei to take over about 300 farmers'

30. T. Matsumoto, "New York Nisei Face Ecnomic Dislocation as Result of
Trade Suspension,"™ Curremt Life, II (October, 1941), ppe 7=9, explains the situa-
tion on the Allantic side; the same state of affairs is prevadent on the West.

3l. Information taken from the files of the Oriental Division of the Califor-
nia State Employment Bureau in San Francisco.




cooperative associations which are still managed by the first-generation immigrants.
Furthermore because of FSA loans there is a possibility of farm-ownership. The

important things is that the first-genmeration Japanese have already paved a way

in the agricultural fields; thus the Nisei can follow in their footsteps. Even

in agriculture, however, for a trained men, jobs such as plant pathologist, seed
grower and soil chemist are restricted.

Furthermore, the agricultural region is not without its ills. uore and more,
the farms are becoming the breeding places of disorganization. Among the Nisei
there is an institution which may lead to the creation of a large mass of ill-
fitted migratory workers. Most urban boys above the ages of 13 and 14 go en msse
to the farms during the summer vacation and work in the fields. Actually there
is nothing else for them to do since they can find no employment in town. This
summer migration has become an institution and a boy who does not go to the farm
during the summer is ;ractically osiracized from his group. Once on the fields
they come in contact with older workers who teach them, intentionally or otherwise,
to drink, to gamble, and to frequent houses of prostitution. Many Nisei, after
graduating from school find nothing to do and drift imto agricultural labor as a
permanent job and follow the crops. uore and more, the behavior of these workers
is becoming a sore thumb in the Japanese community.

Thus we can see that the Nisei, both in urban and rural areaes face vocational
problems. In the cities, the Nisei cammot work in Caucasian firms in large
numbers; when they work in their own community, hours are long and wages are low.
In the rural area, there are opportunities for those whose fathers already own
farms, but the others are forced to be content at being sgricultural workers--
usually migratory.

Finally, there is the problem of unionzation. Since wages are low and hours
are long, ome might logically ask: why don't the Nisei organize? GCeveral factors

stand in the way. First of all, some unions will not take Orientals. Until the




C.I.0. came out with a policy of non-discrimination, it was very difficult for

any Oriental to join a union. Furthermore, since much of the sgitation against
the Japanese had been instigated by unions such as the Workingman's Party of
California, the Japanese are sirongly prejudiced against unions.32 Another factor

was the fear of incurring the wrath of the majority, who seemed to be against

unionization. Finally, the Nisei, being human like all other people, merely

accepted blindly the ready-made stereotypes handed out by the organs of propaganda
concerning unions. Thus, unionzation of Oriental workers has been slow, and even
when workers have been forced into unions, as was the case among Oakland laundry
workers and the Los Angeles fruit stand workers, they have remained loyal to their
employers and have "kicked bagk™ part of the high wages paid by the owner to meet
union requirements.

And so we can see that the Nisei face serious labor problems. They face
unemployment, low wages and long hours and yet the one thing that can improve
these conditions~-unions--finds many barriers set before it.

This luck of vocationml opportunity has led to another serious prbolem--
the problem of marriage. Obviously, without a job or with a small income, the
Nisei cannot afford to be married or to have a home. To add to this chaotic
condition, the age and sex distributiom of the Nisei is very unusual. Since the
vaet majority of the immigrant women arrived in America atl about the same time,
betwesn 1915 and 1924, most of the children are of approximately ithe same age.
Since girle reach a marriageable nge before the boys eamd since the men are unable
to get jobe which would enable them to support their wives, there is a serious
shortage of eligible men. The common belief among the Japanese is that there

are three times as many women of marriageable age as there are men, and while the

32. Cf. He.H. Ingels, The Hietory of the Workingmen's Party of California,
thesis, (M.A.), University of California, 1919; emd M.F. MeKinney, Denis Kear

Qrganizer of the Workingmen's Party of California, thesis (M.A.
California, 1939, B 8L ( )» University of




stalistics do not substentiate such a conitention, the conviction is so widespread
that it has had a serious affect upon the attitudes and behavior of the Nisei and
their anxious parents.33 While the marriage problem is gredually becoming lese
acute, the older girls (those who are now over 25) face the dilemmatic choice of
launching a career in some field , if an opportunity is avaidable, or intermarriage,
which is still taboo. Even among the younger people it seems likely that the

wives will have to work at least part time to supplement her husbend's earnings

if the couple is to meiniain an Americen standard of living.

Another serious problem facing the Nisei is that of social disorganization.
There are many manifestations of the breakdown of the traditional codes of conduct.
In Lodi, the center of the grepe indusiry in Centrel California, sndamong the Nisei
in Los Angeles, the delinquency of the young Japanese is notorious.3% It is not
so much the drinking, gembling, or the street-fighting alone that is significant;
it is rather the fact that the truditional methods of social control no longer
hold the Nisei incheck. In a stable sociecty, where the folkways have a hold on

each individmal, people do not think of doing things differently from the accepted,

conventional way. However, in a changing socisty, when the individuals are exposed

to different and confleting waye of doing things, they ere at a lose as to which
way to follow, and quite often, they follow neither.

We have ;oon in connection with the Nisei family that the tradiiiomal Japanese
custome have given way at the impect of Americam culture. In many other aspects
of social behavior the ways of the Orient and those of the West are quite different.
This difference can certainly be liested as one of the basic causes of the disor-
ganization confromting the Nisei at the present iime.

Finally, there are numerous cases of minor perscnality mdladjustments among

the Nieei. Roughly and arbitrarily I shall classify some of these difficulties

33. In 1941, the biological ratio of petentially marriageable males (21-36)
to marriageable females (16~26) seems to be roughly 11 to 13; however, if we take
into consideration the economic factor, the difference would be greater tham 1 to 3.
34. Murase, K., "Nemesis?" Current Life,II (October, 194l1), pp. 3-4.




as "oppression psychosis," #he "marginal®™ personality, and disillusionment.

The "oppression psychosis"3% is characterized by attitudes of fear, hatred,

reseniment, jealousy, suspicion, and revenge. When the Nisei is in this state of
ming, he interpretis amny action of the Caucasians as another injusticeand feels
very resentful. If, for example, a Nisei group is asked to leave a restaurant
because of ill menners and boisterous shouting, the group immediately cries,
"Hace discrimination!™ mever stopping to think of other factors that might have
led to their eviction.

Another unfortunate type of personality that has developed, especially among
college graduates, is the "marginal” man.36 The college graduate is trained in
the ways of American culture, and having finished his education, he returns to
his community only to find that his ways and his standards are quite different
from those of his former friends. He finds it difficult to gel along with the
members of his community. On the other hand, he cannot break into the Caucasian
society for which he has been trained because of his race. This loneliness {rom
social isolation leads to mariginality.

The most pathetic aspeect of this problem is that many Nisei are finding things
too "tough." They are either prematurely giving up hope or are blindly dashing
their heads against stone walls, walls unlikely to be penetrated except by a few
of exceptional talent. When this latter group realizes its error, it likewise
adopts a melancholy outlook and relapses into a world of illusions and dreams.
There is thus among the Nisei a widespread feeling of demoralizetion, disillusion=-
ment, and despair.

And so we find, four major difficulties confroniing the Nisei as he comes
of age. He faces, first of all, a problem of finding and keeping his job. This

difficulty is brought about quite often by the race prejddice caused by the anti-

] 35« R.L. Sutherland and J.L. Woodward, Introductory Sociology, Chicago,
Lippincott, 1937, chap. XIII.
36« E.V. Stonequist, The Marginal Man, New York, Scribner's, 1937, chap. IV.




Oriental heritage of California. Because of his inabilitly to find satisfactory
vocational adjustment, the Nisei also faces a scrious merriage problem. In thie
case, however, there is amother factor involved--ihe age and sex composition of
the Nisei populatiion.

Furthermore, the Nisei faces the problems of social disorgemization and
personality maladjustment. Social disorgemization is largely caused by the
differences in the culture of the immigrents and that of America. The persconality
maladjustments are due to supposed oppression, culturalmisfit, and overambition.

Furthermore, these latter maladjustments may also be due io inability to get

Jjobs, inability to marry or to the disorganization of the Nisei social group.




V. FROGRAMS OF SOCIAL ACTION

And so we can see that the pipedreams of pmmadise indulged in by many Nisei
have been shattered by the impact of the cold, uncompromising touch of reality,

a state of existence inconsistent with theiy hopes, ideals, and ambitiions. In-
stead of their wished for haven, they find widespread demoralization, economic
dependency to an appalling extent, a rising rate of delinquency amnd immorality,
and increasing personality maladjustments. Since one of the characteristic frail-
ties of human anture is to find a culprit for all things undesirable, bleme for
this unfortunate state of affairs has been cast upon, among other things, racial
intolerance, the narrow-mindedness of the immigrants, the stupidity of Nisei
leaders, and even upon the fragility of the Nisei themselves. Perhaps there is
something to each one of these accusations, but it seems that the Nisei were born
into an environmemt unfriemndly to their welfare. It seems that they camnnot really
bleme their parents for not knowing better; they cemnnot blame themselves; they
cannot blame anyone for the misfortunes of the victims of circumstance.

Granted that the Nisei face an umwanted reality, the inevitable question
arises: what can they do about it? Obviously when formulating any plan of action
we must remain within the realm of reality and refrain from drawing up blueprints
of a utopian unlikely to be blessed by realization. There are some things beyond
the capacities of a single group; other things, fortunately, that can be done.

Bumerous programs of social action have been proposed, some of them of a
conflicting nature. The Japanese American Citizen League, the largest organize-
tion representing the lNisei, which unfortunately ie in the conirol of men who

are not too well-informed or well-trained, have instituted a "bickering" campaign.

They are paying a travelling secretary to tour the country spreading propaganda

for the Nisei cause and pointing out to the Caucasiens the "injustkces" the

Nisei azre forced to suffer.




Sharply contrasted to the J.A.C.L. policy is the plan of many 'intellectuals’
within the community to do nothing and to "lay low™ until the present international
tension is allevisted. These men urge that if there is any complaining to do,
the members of the majority group who are cocially minded should be allowed to do
it while the Nisei themselves devote itheir iime to making firends and winning
outsiders to the Nisei cause.

The "do nothing™ policy has three aspecis. The first, which we have just
mentioned, is to allow the members of the majority group do do the compalining
for the minority, since any bickering by the Nisei could be interpreted as whining.
The second group that advocates such a policy is strongly imbued with a stoical
Orientel philosophy--ihe philosophy of accepting an inevitable fate since rothing
could have been done anyway. A third group is merely apathetic, not caring emough
to put forth any effort. All in all, it secms that the majority of the Japanese
in California fall into one of these ithree groups.

Anoiher program of action that has been proposed, especimlly by the more
energelic liberal and radical elemenis, is thﬁt of wholeheartedly supporting the
labor movemeni--especially the C.I.0. The argument given begins on iwo assump-
tions: (1) the source of most Nisei ills is due to vocational inequality of oppor=
tunity, and (2) that inequality is due to race prejudice and diserimination.
Beginning on these assumptions, the argument follows logically; the Nisei ought
to supporti any group that is fighting asgainst racial intolerance. Therefore,

since the C.I.0. is opposed to discrimination, the Nisei ought to support the

C.I.0. As we have already pointed out, however, the Japanese as a whole are

strongly prejudiced against unions of any kind, and the chences of sucha movement
gaining much headway seem at the present to be very slim,

A fourth program of action advocated is that of cooperating in every way
possible wilh agencies and individuals who are interested in bettering the welfare
of the Oriental minorities. There are leaders im politics, religion, education,

the press, social welfare work, and many other groups that are attempting to




reconsiruct Nisei society. For example, a Congressional committee investigating
unfair employmeni practices is mow planning to study the discrimination of some
trade unions against Orientals. The California State Employment Office has started
an Oriental division, and numerous students and groups in the verious religious
e¢ircles and universiiy campuses are studying the Nisei problem. By working {hrough
end with these agencies, many ills may be alleviated.

Most of the foregoing programs of action concerned things that the Nisei could
do in a group; what can they do as individuals? One thing that has already been
mentioned is that they could go on a backyard friendship campaign and make as
many friends as possible. But far morg important is the question: what can they
do for themselves and their own happiness? There is among the Nisei a widespread
feeling of defeatism which I think is largely due to a loss of perspective. It
seems that what the Nisei need is a reorientation of their philosophy of life.

When asked what they want out of life, most Nisei answer that they want
"happiness." Then, is happiness to be obtained only by the complete realization
of their immature ambitions, embitions which in memy instances were instilled in

them by hopeful friends and parents who were wholly unawares of the implications
involved in their suuggestions? Or is happiness to be atitained more by the more
simple things in life--security, mutual response, new experiences, and recognition
in one's own small group? One need not launch an eambitious career inm the so-called
professions to attain these simple needs.

Thus, we find various and conflicting programs of action being proposed by
the Nisei: the J.A.C.L. "bickering" campaign, the “do nothing"™ policy, the policy
of joining the labor movemeni,the idea of cooperating with agencies of welfare,
the plan of individuals going on friendehip campaigns, and finally the plan of

reorienting the Nisei's philosophy of life. What ies the Nisei to do in the present
crisis?

Truly they are in a perplexing and awkward situation; truly theface a

dilenma.
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