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Chicago January 4, 1943
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Miss Mariko Kikuchi
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January 4, 1943

Dear Mariko:
Well, after all this time, you have finally written to us, and

so without hesitation I shall answer your letter and thank you for

the Christmas pfoaent at the same time,

A1l is well with the whole family, and what a rellef to be able
to say so. We have all taken our turns at belng an invalid, and
now the round seems to have been complete, Mom is up and seems to be
pretty well, but has to take it easy for a long while yet and is not
supposed to strain herself with any hard work, so all of us get
together, sometimes with a little persuasion, and do the work im
together, yes, even charlle. We do all the washing, sweeping, mopping,
and the general housework, and Mom has had a lot of time to eateh up
with 811 of the sewing she has wanted to do for all these years. And
she may as well take advantage of the leisure time, because when Pop
comes here, her work will become more intensified, and wrapped up with
his care.

Guess you might be intererested in kmowing that my release has
finally come in and all I have to do now is walt for a permit. I
applied about a month ago to the American Frlends Service Committee
for a secretarial job in a soclal service agency, and in about two
or three days I received an answer which stated that there was an
opening and was I interested. I wrote back that I would accept the
job, and then started proceedings on this side with Toshi Kawai,
Shig's brother, He sald that I should be able to get out relatively
soon, in about three weeks time, because I had no past connections,
end not much to investigate. True enough, in less than three weeks

my release came in, and now all I do is walt for the permit to come




in, and Landward, Charlie's ex-boss says he will wire for the permit
to come in, and it should be in in about a week's time, since they
mall it back. I was golng to drop in on you and surprise you, but
it's too much trouble that way, you know, things don't always work
out the way you want them to. In the meantime, I am very busy getting
my clothes in order, and packing., I have to admit though that I have
very little in the way of warm clothing, and the money I earned work-
ing for Bob will come in handy. I made more than 1f I had been work-
ing at a 16 or 19 dollar job, but this was something speclal. Incld-
entally, Bob left us due to hls draft number coming in, and just re-
turned last Sunday, after a 10 day absence, He 1s trying to get de-
ferred, because he 1is doing some Important work for the evacuation
and resettlement progrem, however he won't be able to tell for a month
or so, so he came back to finlsh up whatever he could in the meantime,
Now that I have a job there and will be coming out in about a

couple of weeks, what Informatlon can you spare about how to get to

you and so forth, Personally, I think I'll jst go to Chicago, and

take a taxl to your place, then you and I can think of some thing
else to do about lodging, baggage and so forth, After I get there.
As for lodging, I think if I got a room somewhereas near you, it
would be less trouble than if I tried to move in om you and Seesu.
Your landlady would want to increase the rent if someone else moved
in with you, so don't you think it would be better to get a separate
place? Maybe you could put me up the first couple of nights, and
then the Friends committee would help me find an inexpensive room,

Gosh, now that the time has finally arrived for me to join you,
I am terribly excited, and it seems almost ineredible. I shall

leave here with a mind at rest, knowing how things are, and that
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Charlie will be here to take care of everything. I just couldn't see
things clearly before, but now that enough time has elapsed I can see
things a little differently., And Mom 1s much more relieved that I was
here all this time, because at first she was a little worrled about how
things on the outside were, and now that I am going to join you, she
feels much better that you won't be all alone in a strange city.
Mariko, I ¥mow that you and Angelo did not ellck off right off
the bat, and that you undoubtedly had a lot of arguments and spats,
but let's forget it now that it's all over with, and not mentlen it when
I get there, because after all, I do love the guy, and I am going to
marry him, and so nothing you say will change that, and we might as
well let all of the unpleasantness be forgotten and start things with
a clean slate, I ¥now how you feel about him, and I know how he feels
about you, and so I don't think we'll have to bring up any of the old
discussions that you may have had with him. I want us to get back that
0ld good feeling of sisterly love, and any arguments over him won't do
i1t any good. After all, we are different in nature and so forth and we
both like different types of people so neither one of us should feel
that we could eriticize any of the other's friends., Anyway, you pro-
bably won't have to stand seeing much of Angle because his number 1s
probably up and he'll have to go into the army pretty soon.
By the way, Paul has written me several times, and he seems to
think that you don't care to write to him, and so why not drop him a

1ine or two every once in awhile, he seems to be pretiy lonely. He

sent us all a box of candy for Christmas, and has written that he is

now attending college. He may get an instructors' job at the University
of Michigan and so maybe we might see him someplace in the near vicinity

spon. I do hope he gets the job, because 1t 1s a wonderful chance for




him,

I have another present for you which I just finished recently and
will bring it to you personally, also a present from Tom that he is
finally finishing., The family all chipped in to get some wool batting
for a quilt that Mom made, a very nlce looking thing, and thenat the

last minute we got a notice that there was a shortage of cotton and they

eould not £111 the order, gee, I sure am sorry that all of these things

have to be delayed, especlally when you sent us such nice gifts. I love
the golashes and they look rather wicked. I'll probably need them in
Chicapgo.

Joan Fontaine is now on the radio in "Suspicion", so if the letter
1s a little scattered in thought, you ecan blame it on that, I just re-
turned from the hospital a little while ago, and when Emi showed me
your long long letter, I decided to answer right away, You have owed
me several letters, and a lot of explanations to different things, but
I guess those things can walt and I'll try to put down all of the things
T would have told you sooner, had you answered all of our letters.

I have been terribly rushed, because on top of working for Bob
and Charlie, I made a lot of Xmes presents, was usher at Sachl's
wedding, and a lot of other things came up at the same time. I know
that you will forgive me for my lack of letters because the time
really goes by on wings, and there isn't much time to do anything else
after one does a little washing, mending, and go on, Sachl had a very
nice quiet wedding, and today is her last day at Honeymoon Cottage.
They move into thelr own apartment tomorrow morning. Sachl was so
nonchalant sbout the whole thing, we almost expected her to walk up
the aisle with her knittingl

Charlie has been awfully busy these days, there are so many
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developments turning up, and thls place has had a little unrest these
days, About a couple of weeks ago, some Kibel tried to beat Charlie
up, and did he run to avold trouble, I don't get the ildea behind all
of the developments of Kibel and Issel getting together and complaining
about things and trying to start trouble all the time,

Viell, the way my brain is functioning it's no use writing a long
letter, because I can't think of all of the things Iwanted to tell you,
Toshl and I see a lot of each other, and she wants you to know how much
she enjoys the hot water bottle., ©She'll write you herself, but in the
meant lmwe, she wanted me to tell you first. She's pretty blg now, and
it won't be long now, so is Mimi,

Will close now, and thanks a lot for the geloshes and ribbons.

I am amazed at your ingenulty--they are really original and cute. And
don't you llke the pajemas Emi sent you? She really did s nice job on
all of them., ©She made Miyako and me one too, Bette too, and besides
that, she made Doris a palr too.

liy teeth bother me--sorry I can't write a more interesting letter
to you, but my mind 1s a complete blank from the shock of getting a
release, and from my trip to the dentist.

See you soon,

Alice

Charlie 1s very pleased with the books but hasn't had much time to

read them, because he too, alas, has succumbed to -- "funny books" -

and you should hear the scorn in his volce when he used to scold Tom,

and Bette for getting so engrossed in them.
Mom likes her hot water bottle and so does Sachi--Miyako is in

the air with her doll--she's wild over it, and so am I,
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Cherles Kiluehi
Chicago

I puess he means woll ew=

Flash] Jeamw Yamesaki (Minkey's old gal) is sort of going around with
Bob, Does it look fumy <= it looks like this (pleture) he's soo big and she
is soo small, She's sald as heok here so she's ruming after Bob, Of oourse,
that's flattering to him, but he doesn't know what's what since he's engaged to
this girl in Berkeley,

I'm going into the ocamouflage Net Froject on Wed, of this week ... it
pays darn good so even if it's sort of monotonous, I'm going to stick to it so 1
can make some money to go out to school I ter,

Well, emough saild for now so I'll oclose, Happy New Year and love to you
from us all, Toshi just ocame in ,,, she says hello and will write soon, She
sure is well ==

Virite nowl




Charles Kikuehi
Chioago
Dear Jackies

Happy New Year} Couldn't write any sconer because I was so busy eleaning
uptholhunn.mlmtopotmt,lsw'bmhnouitroru\ol.n'lm
danoe == and was I sewing like mad] I sang at the deance, I wrote, that small so
1t wouldn't look lilke I was conoceited, It was a swoll evening and we went %o all
8 dances and didn't got home #111 2 a,m, It wasn't as good as last year because
no one else of the family wemt, By the way, did you have your suprise party as was
planned? I hope you liked our gifts, Christmas Bve was the black parties and you
ghould have seon all the frult we got == cookies, oto, also, The kids got a present
from the people outside, and they weren't so bad either, After the party we went
carolling end vhat a mob} It surely was a success t00 == mom said they oould heer
ue from far off and it sounded gpod, Didn't get home till 2 a,m, that night either,
Alioe was sick that night so she stayed in bed, Chas, almost didn't go because we
had a fight a few nights before, It was really his fault this time too, That
night I got my second hit from him, rather a sock] It mll started when he went into
the other room to turn the radio off and mom said to leave it on, Then he turned
the light out whilo mom was knitting, so she jokingly said "0 __d4__ you, turn i%
on == what's wrongwith you!" Then the first thing he says to me or Bette when
he ocomes in the door is, And not a word cut of you two eitherl" Oce, we didn't
imow what was going on, He turned the redio on full blast (it was 11130 by then)
and wouldn't turn it low, so we didn't say anything ,. we Imew he'd get sore, Then
firally T couldn't stand it anymore so I went into the next roem, Boy} did it sound

loud, Ve lm;ght that any mimute the house memager would bang on the wall again,
Alioce went in 0 ask him to turn it off, but he had that gleam in his eyes that

looked like he was @ing to hit her, so after turning it off and on and off and on,
she gave up, He told her to tell mom not to swear at him, After § mimutes had
passed, I went in to ask him to turn it off because liyake was orying ocus she




Charles Kilkuehi January 5, 1943
Chioago

couldn't sleep, le told me to mind my own business, so I turned it off, he turned
it on, and so on, so finally I pulled the wire out, He jumped up and sooked me
then, Tom omme running out of the other room and sald "You'd better wateh out T
TherChas, said shut up, so Tom said, "Shut up yourself,” and ren back into the
other room end jumped into bed, Geo, if Iwasn't 80 mad I would have died laughing
at Tom, Ne thought Chas, would hit him too, g0 he seid in a small wice, "Shut
up yourself,” and-ran back in his bare feet and nightgown, After sitting there
for about 16 mimites (at his desk) he went into the othor room and told mom thet

he hit mo again, (sho was at the lavatoryest the time) and then he started orying

like enything, stating that some kide noarly bet him up on the wey home for belong=
ing to the J,A.C,L, I know he was scared but he should have %old it to us when

he oame home, instead of ploking on everybody, Then he says that he still feels
1iko an outsider because everyone goes against him when we have arguments, Oh woll,
1 gmlmnmpmm”cmyﬁingﬂllhwm.m al ready started

his tramfer, Allce will be leaving in about 2 weoks bocause her release is coning
through,

Tomorrow 1'm golng %o start on the Camouflage nets, A lot of the kids
are quitting to o on the C nets, The average pay is about $35 per month and
everything over 1,000 sqe £t, is yours, Tam. Mori and Jean Yamasaki say it's
easy but a 1ittle monotonous, Om the sooond day Tom sald he made & 1ittle over
1,000 sq, ft, and you know how slow going he is.

Your twin, Joo, the ome that looks like you, has a broken ankle, so ovory=
time he oats in our messhall the kids say oh Jadcie's on orutches now,

Well, pguess I'll close mow, Mariko wrote to me the other day and man is she
mad at Ange for not taking her to a Thanksgiving dimmer after she refused two dates,
She thought if she ate with Ange she wouldn't fell so homesick, I'1l send you her
lettor booause she sald to send it on %o you,




Charles Kiluohi January 6, 1943
Chiocago
I'11 plant you now, so dig mo in your spare moments huh?
Bye now,
Love,
[mi

Nanoy Egaml thinks your so=0 ocute everytime she sees any of your pics, D't get

oonocelted now! Flagh]l Jeamne Yemasaki has a orush on Dob Spencer and what
a combination, He's so big and she's so small, oute no? Heard from Patey and

ghe's more comoelted nowl Gadl




Charles Kilkuchi
Chicago January 7, 1943

1319 Hill st.,
Ann Arbor, Mich.
1-7-43

Dearest Mariko:

Did you get my telegram? I wish to thank you for all the things you've
done for me during my stay in Chicago. I enjoyed every minute with you. It was
really wonderful to see you again and I was also very glad to find you as you've
always been. Sitting next to you in & night club and listening to our songs was
one of the preatest moments. Those songs were stuck in my mind for 2 years and a
halfil Dancing again with my only partner was also a great pleasure. With your per-
mission, I wish to have more time together in the future.

The night I left Chicago I was rather tired, but I drove straight to
Ann Arbor. It wes four o'elock in the morning when I reached nere. I reported to
work at ten o'cloek in the morning and also met all the staff members. Among them
were the fellows which the girls in Chicago told me to look up.

I had my first teaching experience yesterday which was easier than I've
expected. 8Since this partiocular Army school just opened yesterday, everybody was
as green as they can be. (I was, tooll) Although the teaching is easy, we are busy
studying and preparing our materials. I am teaching the beginners' section which takes
lots of patience. Mr, Bijl Tanabe from L.A. is also in my section. (Do you lmow him?)

The rooming situation is very acute here due to the fact that the Army is
sending many soldlers here for officers' training purposes. I was fortunate to find
2 place at the Japanese Faculty House provided by the Army. The rent is rather
expensive, but it is very comfortable.

The town of Ann Arbor is a typical college town and the atmosphere is very
friendly. As soon as this snow is cleared I hope to make a tour around the city in
order to acquaint myself. If you have a vacation soon I sure would like to have you
come here.

Well, I guess I'll have to review my lessons for tomorrow so I will close
my letter here. I will write to you again soon. Take care of yourself.

Paul.

P.8, Please give my regards to Shizue, Kiyo, Matsuko, eand the rest. Thank you.




Box 166

Drew University
hdilon, N.J.
Jan., 9, 1943

Dear Mariko:
I haven't had a chance to say thanks for the Christmas present
which was very appropriate, because I have been etudiant trés fort.

We're just finishing up thls semester, and the Chem, lab work keeps

me down in the lab, every night until midnight, I'm teking a course

in organic chemical synthesis and it requires a long time for each
compound, It's impossible to stop working once a thing 1s set up
and elther distilling or reflexing because if 1t 1s interrupted
something else will form.

I'm sending you some back letters that I received from the family.
They're old, but you'll get a kick out of them i1f they haven't given
you all the information.

I spent a week in N,Y, and visited H, Toy and Florence Tanaka,
Both treated me swell and showed me the town., When I got back I
wes broke, but happy - (slap happy after New Years). Now I can get
back to the grind of the next semester.

Yours truly

/8/ Jack




Charles Kikuchi
Chiocago Jan, 14, 1943

216 Branciforte Street,
Vallejo, California
January 14, 1943

Dear Mariko,

Yours came to me a few days after Xmas, I cannot find words enough to
tell you how happy I was to hear from you again, I had begun to think you had for-
gotten me, I was happy to know you were well, and hove a good job, and getting
along nicely, except the cold weather, that will not last forever, I have been
there, I know Just how you feel about it, I would not like to live through it
again, 0Old Calif, is good enough for me, Your letter found me well and all
of the barbers, end plenty of business, We are busy from the time we open at eight
in the morning until we close at night, I have five chairs now, at that we camnot
take oare of all the business, I have made a deal of chenge in the shop since
you were here, and Vallejo has grown quite a deal., She has brought in a deal of
people here to work on the yard, I hear from your people very often, they are
all well except your father, He is still in the hospital I have learnmed, I do
hope and pray to my God that he will soon recover from his sickmass., And tool am
thinking, and praying that the time will soon hasten on that this old world will be
at peace again, and you good people go free again to live and go plases that you feel
and see best, I would be very happy to see all of you again, If things work out
as I have plammed for I will be in Chicago some time this year, I do hope you all of
the good success, Anytime I can be of any service to you I will only be too glad
to do so, I am sending your people some money this week, I do hope you will pardon
me for my long delay. I hope to hear from you again real soon,

Your friend,
L.0, Pleasant

All of the barbers join me in their best regards,




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago January 16, 1943
1319 Hill st.

Ann Arbor, Michigan
Dearest Mariko;

I Just received a letter from Alice yesterday saying that she is sbout
to leave the camp for Chicagoe. I was glad to hear the news and am sure that every-
thing will turn out fine.

I also received m letter and some "omochi" from your mother. It was
very sweet of her and my "oshoopeteu"™ seems more or less complete,

I am sti]l) tackling at my teaching business daily. I've been shifted to an
advanced class (the highest olass here) with Mr, Matsumoto and Mr. Inanye., Mr. Mat-
sumoto is aleso an authority on pipe organ. MNr. Inanye is a Yale man and was married
Just before he came here. We get elong fine and we are proud of our students.

A teacher's position here is very hard because of the long hours. Our
morning oclass starts at eight in the morning until 1lo'clock. There's another olass
at one thirty, and a staff meeting at four thirty. We eat our three meals at the
Jap. Faculty House. After supper we have to prepure our materials for the next day.
It 1s usually around eight o'clock or nine when we are free. My recreation is
bowling and pool.

Getting up at seven in the morning is pretty tough, but I am getting used
to it every day.

Mariko, could I ask you some more favor? It does not seem like we are
going to get paid until Feb. 6th, and I would like to borrow another ten or fifteen
dollars. iere at the Paculty House I had to buy my own sheets and blankets. I also
had other expenses in repairing my glasses end car, which evidently went over my
planned budget. I could ask some of my fellow instructors here but I feel rather
"hazukashii." T80 if you could mske it I will appreciate it. I feel like a dog
imposing on you like this.

It is still snowing here ocoasionally and the only day I saw sunshine was
5 days ago. Due to the housing shortuge, I can't even find a garage for my oar.

How is everybody there? Did Shizue get my card? Give my regards to Hira-
kawa and her friends, Let me know when Alice arrives at your place,

I had & slight cold and e sore throat so I ceme home without attending the
staff meeting. I really should be in bed, but You know me !}

Well, take cere of yourself, Mariko, and say hello to everybody.
Always,

Paul




Charles Kiluchi

I heve hor right at the side of me, I

Sootinos I sleop with her, I don't kmow what to ed 1 her,

know what I got for Christmas? I got a palr of shoes, a bathrobe, pajanas,
at the messhall all the little children got presents, I got a sewing kit,
Clave was my girlfrionds fothep her nsme is Nanoy Koseki, She comes fram

« I had a nice time on Christmes, I thought I was in Vallejo, I write

wook, I miss him very much, I heven't seen him for three months, Well,
to write to other people now, so pood bye,

Love liyako
P8, Don't mind my writing beoause ny fingers are stiff,

Blackie sonds her love,




Jan, 25, 1943

Dear Mariko:
Just a page or two to say helle., I'm well, and studying
as usual, We've Jjust completed another semester and I have a

1ittle tlme to ecateh up on correspondence,

I have the radlo on and when the melody of "When Day is Done"

came over the alr it reminded me of the old days in S.F, Isn't it
funny - in those days, I went to chorus because there was nothing

to do, yet now as I think back over them they are cherlished memories
in my 1ife.

This radie I now have in my possession is borrowed and I'm
reluctant to relinquish 1t since I've discovered what charm musie
hath as I it here and elther read or write and listen to 1it.

I just finlshed writing Paul a letter and plan to write one
home, so I'm making this one very brlef.

Weather here is lovely and 1t seems like spring is already
here,

I spent last week in N,Y¥, and am now broke, Now I'll have
to get a job before I can go agaln,

With love,

Jack




January 23, 1943

Dear Mariko:

Just think! Only a couple of days more and I am on my way to
Join you in Chicago. I haven't made it definite with Mr, Landward,
but at present, I have declded to go Tuesday morning, which means that
I should be in Chicago by Thursday night or Friday morning, I'm not
sure how long it took. I hope the baggage rate for pounds over the
150 allowance isn't too great, as I have heavy things to bring, my
trunk, sewing machine, ete,

Well, so far so good. The reason I couldn't come any sooner, is
the fact that I was having a partial put in, I have had my two six-
year old molars taken out a long time ago, and the dentist sald that
if I didn't have that empty space filled in with a partlal, the rest
of the teeth would gradually fall into that empty space, and that is
the reason I had to walt this long. They have a pretty good clinic here,
but all they can do 1s to f1ll and extract teeth, and things like
partlals have to be done on the outside. Well, Dr, Obo Sakaguchi, who
is the dentlist dolng my work, made the necessary arrangements and sent
it outslde to Santa Monica, and we have been holding our breath all
this time because we thought it wouldn't come in by the time I was
ready to leave, My permit expires on January 3lst, but then I can't
stay that long due to the job that is walting for me. Todey, Saturday,
it finally came in, and I have to go to the clinic this afternoon and
have it installed, Then I shall be ready to go on my way. I still have

a few more teeth to be filled, but I don't think we will get to them due

to the rush, I've been going nights to get all my teeth filled, and

what a mess I've been, so many unknown cavities that are just starting.

The teeth cost me exactly $34.50 and with my train fare and all,




what I earned working for Bob wlll pay for my expenses, as the first
check I recelved from W, of C., was $60.50 and the second one which I will
recelve later, 1s for $30.756. I have been getting .50 an hour and it
amounts to about $40 a month.

I guess you have heard from Paul since he stopped in at Chicago,
and it sure must have been good to see a famlliar face after so long.
So many of my friends are in the Army now, or planning to go soon.
Most of the girls are trying to get out on Domestic Jobs, and then
write me asking me 1f I can help them to get an office job, but then,
it's no use to go out on jobs like that, because one doesn't have the
contacts for an office job like that, rather, like myself, they should
start by trylng to get even a c¢lerical job such as yours where not too
much business experience is required in the epplication, and then as
soon as they have the experlience, they can apply for other business
jobs, Helen Nakamura writes that she and Allice Inouye are tryingto
get to Sailnt Paul, and Baer Kawakaml, Joan and Tom Kobuchl, Grace
Shioya, Masako Furuki, and a lot of others are already there. (All of

them are working in homes.)

Well, guess I'd better close now and send 1t off to you Special

Delivery, as I want you to get it on time, and now that my teeth have
been installed, I have nothing to keep me.

Toshi 1s giving me a party tomorrow in honor of my birthday, and
I have already had a few partles in honor of my leaving by the girls
I go around with, They are all swell, and I sure will miss them. They
took me right into a ready made bunch, and I feel as though I've kmown
them for years., Tell Seesu that her sister-in-law Annle 1s very nice,
and everyone likes her, Also her husband, or Seesu's brother., I've

already met another brother, but I can't remember his name., Helen




Suzukl's mother 1s very nice too, and she 1s very happy that Halen

knows both you and Seeue in Chicago because she was a little worried

at the ldea of Helen being alone in Chicago. Seesue's mother is

really a grand person, and I see her a lot. She always tells me what
a nice sister I must have, and how relieved she 1s that you are all
staylng together, and that you are looking after her daughter.

Bye for now, I'm taking the Southerh Pacific from Coolidge and
I understand the train trip takes two nights and two days. The price
for the coach costs about $45 but I'll have to pay a lot extra for the
excess baggage. Am I excited.....flinally feel as though I'm going now
that my things are all in order and everything scheduled. So long till
I see you again, it's been quite a long time hasn't it? And I'm dying
to have a nice long talk with you.

Love,

Alice




January 26, 1943

Dear Mariko:
Just a few lines to let you know that I am not leaving camp

until the 30th. There was a storm (snow) someplace back East, and

the administration was warned not to let any one out of camp for trips
back East. I went back to find out when I could leave, and was told
that the tracks should be cleared by the 28th, se¢ I'll leave on the
30th, that 1s, 1f Shlzue Abe, who works with Charlie, goes on that
date, Maybe we can get a compartment together, each one of us paying
half, and it would be just as cheap to go that way than to go by
coach, each separately.

I hope you weren't inconvenlienced any by my other special delivery
letter, but it was so certain at the time, I had to drop you a line so
that you would know when to expect me. This development came up at the
last minute, so it wasn't anyone's fault.

Everyone 1s well and Sachl, Henry, Toshl, Albert, and all the
rest say helle. Yoshl Hiblno's friend Koe Dyo 1s planning to go to
the Academy of Arts in Chicago pretty soon, and so 1s Yemiko Fukui,
as Helen, she knows her. There are a lot of people planning to go to
Chicago, and Minneapolis,

I want to get this malled, so excuse the short note, and all,
and I hope that this time nothing will be amilss,

Love,
Alice




Charles Kikuchi
Chiecago January 27, 1943

Dearest Mariko:

Thanks for your letter and also for the money. It came just when I was
on my last dollar so you can imagine how good I felt. You're a swell girl, Mariko,
and I really appreciate your generosity. .

Tuesday, we had our first sunshine in weeks and I was glad to see the thick
and hardened snow melt away little by little. Of course, it is still cold, but is
much better than to have snow after snow. The teaching business is getting along
fine and I am really having a wonderful time. The only trouble I find here is that
there is not as much excitement es in Chiocago,.

By the way did you receive the letter I wrote to Alice? It is about a job
here and if she thinks that it is good enough and wishes to try it, I would like
to heve her write to me immediately. Please open the letter and read it. Five to
six girls are needed for stenographic work for our office and also for the University.
The job is specially opened for the Nisei.

I gave Helen's regards to Mr., & Mrs. Inouye and also to Mr. Mitsumori.
They were very happy to get the messege. In return give my regards to Helen, Seesu
and Kiku,

You must be very busy with your two jobs, ne. I am very proud to hear
that your piotures ere bLeing displayed in such 'Hi-Ton' places as Drake Hotel, ete.
Working hard is all right, but please take care of your health. I got a letter from
Jack this morning and acoording to his letter he seems to be quite discouraged about
something. I am going to write him a pep letter tonite., Well, Mariko, thanks again
for your kindness and take care of yourself! I will write to you again soon.

Alweys yours,

Paul




Charles Kikuchi
Chiocago February &, 1943

Dearest Mariko:

I meant to write to you sooner but I was so busy that I just couldn't get
around to it. It's exactly a month since I've last seen you for the first time in
two and a half years. I am really sorry that Imn't see you more often. Some day
I shall have a vacation and have the pleasure of dining and dancing together. I want
to recall the old days when/were happy and gay. Remembering the old days as well as
the songs are one thing I shall always enjoy.

By the way, did Alice come to Chicapgo yet? Please let me lnow immediately.
And how is everything coming along with your work? Are you still modeling nightly.
I really admire your great determination, Mariko, end I am trying to imitate you in
that respect. I can just imagine you all worn out at the end of a long day. But
please take care of yourself and keep 'em smilingl

I got paid last month Monday but not a full month's pay. With my room
and board deducted it was not very much. I am enclosing $15.00 in money order for
this time and will send the rest of it soon again. I really thank you for your
generosity and hope to do something for you some day. Did you get the picture I sent
you in my last letter? I'll bet you laughed at it. Nuts ....... TWhen the picture
wos taken I guess I was slightly intoxicated, but, --- I think I'll send a copy to
Charles and show him that I am still living! I realize you're quite busy in work end
in social life but could you spend about ten minutes some night and tell me about
yourself. When I see you next time (I hope it will be soon) I want to see that pile-
ture which has been displayed in various hotels. Take care of yourself, Mari-chan,
and good lucks.

Always yours,

Paul




Box 166

Drew Univ,
Madison, N.J.
Feb, 8, 1943

Dear Mariko:

I'm sending you a couple of letters that may be of some interest
to you. One ls from Bette and the other from Paul, I suppose that
you were qulte happy to see Paul, I am glad to see that he is out
of his former S.F, rut, and is actually getting ahead., Did he say
anything sbout being married? It suppose 1t was Jjust a rumor. Does

he still feel the same way sbout you? He's not the Romantlec type,

but if you don't mind my seying so, I suggest that you quit putting

off marriage and also stop walting for your dream man, That 1s if
Paul should propose to you. This is a bit of advice to the lovelorn,
you know, the kind they have in the newspaper. If I can put my
thoughts down on paper I would glve a psychological analysis of your
case, Try and follow 1t.

In the first place, ever since I have heard your first definition
of love, you have placed the most emphasis upon intellectual companion-
ship. You wanted someone with whom you can talk about music, art and
other cultural subjects. As you got a llttle older, you began to
realize that that alone was not the most important factor, For a
time you were aware that a strong physical attraction was as important.
Well, this was quite a contrast and the company you chose had elther
one characteristic or the other. No one possessed a modification of
both., You believe you were in love with Kenbo, then Kayo, but as

time goes on you discovered that you do not think too much of them now.




You have accepted the idea now that you will be contented with
going through 1life without marrying. The men in your 1ife have for-

gotten you because they had no physical tles te bind themselves to

you, There was no profound love that could stand the test of

walting to prove their love. Men are funny animals. His love is
passionate at first but grows cold when he 1is thwarted and seeks
other women that can satisfy his passion. Women, on the contrary,
love = less intensely in the beginning but grows into it with time.
Of course this 1s mutual too, men growto love their wives after
intimate association.

Now the question 1s this. Can you be contented in life by
sublimating your love into other interests such as painting or art.
You could probably do this. On the other hand, how lonely is it
going to be to approach old age and to have gone through life without
marrying which 1s the natural course for all people. You are close
to thirty now, and during the period of years you are still searching
for your 1deal man. Well, belleve me, there is no such animal. Don't
1dealize a husband because it will not turn out practical. The idea
that a person cannot marry another person unless she is passionately

you like mildly than to have a husband
in love with him 1s not true. It 1s far better to have a husband that/
that will bring you nothing but heartaches and sadness later (Kayo).
In faet, If a person finds that her love doesnot grow toward her
husband, it will grow toward her children, and that is enough as long
as a wife can malintaln a respect for her husband. To recapitulate the
whole matter, what I am suggesting 1s that if Paul asks you to marry
him, say okay. Its really none of my business, but sometimes a person

cannot visuallze the whole plcture, consequently I thought I could make




it clearer. Of course I have no talent for presenting my thoughts
in writing and probably have made this whole letter an obscure mess.
I'm all for Paul because he has something virtuous about him, 1i.e.
poise, intelligence, and honesty, etec.

Tell Allece that I recelved her letter and send my thanks.

Also tell her to let me lknow how she's making out with Angelo, and

if she wants some motherly advice, I'll be glad to reciprocate.
Yours truly

Cupid




Charles Kikuchi
Chiecago February 10, 1943

Dearest Mariko,

I just got the news of Alice's arrival in Chicago from Mr. Nakemura. He
told me thet he saw you and Alice at your epartuwent. I also wanted to visit you
during this vecation, but I am not to that point as yet. I will, however, try to
make it in the near future when we get another rest period. During the 3 days I
spent the days mostly in show houses and pool houses. On Saturday I went to Detroit
to do a little shopping for myself. The town of Detroit is really beautiful and I
liked it very much. As in Chicago, I found the people to be very generous even to
us Nisel. A big town is really too busy for race discorimination and the sort. I
just bought a pair of shoes == just in time to beat the ration order of Monday.

Mariko, I kmow you're busy, but how about writing me a letter and tell me

about yourself. Letter is about the only thing that I can look forward to each day.
The life here is just like a soldier in a camp. Hoping to hear from you soon, I am

Always,

Paul




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago February 22, 1943

Dearest Mariko;

Thank you very much for sending me the typewriter. It arrived yesterday
and I am finding it very handy, especially with my hand still in the cest. I also
received your letter which was & very nice onc. I see you are still having busy days,
but as I have said before watch out for those nasty colds. You must have had a tough
experience being confined to bed, but I am glad egain to learn thet it is all over.

In Ann Arbor we are having a wonderful weather for a change; in fact, we were walking
around the town yesterday without an overcoat. The sun feels really nice after those
terrible deys of snow and stinging north wind.

The days fly with more and more experience being added to ourselves, but,
the one thing I regret is the fect that we are denied to attend classes as long as
we are an instructor. Or course, the daily work is about emough to keep us busy, but
since attending classes of the university was my desire, you can imagine how disappointed
I am. Well, I guess I was in a way too selfish in attempting to kill two birds with
one stone.

I am very gled to learn that Alice is doing well and getting acquainted
with the different climate of the Mid-east. We just had an announcement the other
day that we are to get a vacation some time in April (ten days). I am looking forward
for this day to go to Chicago end keep that important dete with you and Alice.

You have not mentioned in your lest letter, but did you get the money order
I sent you lact month? I just wanted to make sure that you did get it. Your last
letter was really a delightful one and I hope that you will write more often. I
know how busy you are and all that, but receiving letters ere a rare cccasion for
me and when I do receive one it sort of brightens up everything for me. I often
hear our song over the redio and from the music box in the ocampus coffee shop. It is
always a beautiful song and reminds me those old days when we used to run around to-
gether in Sen Francisco. BEvery time I hear "Sweet Lelani," I recall the night we went
to S5t. Franois Hotel to hear the composer in person, remember? When I hear "Mexiocali
Rose™ I think about the nighte we used to go to that Mexican dimmer house. I know
I'll never forget those beautiful days.

Well, how am I doing with my left hand? Pretty good, don't you think?
Take oere of yourself, Mariko, and give my regards to everyone,

Alweys,

Morio




Charles Kikuohi
Chloago February 16, 1943

Dearest Mariko:

Hello! I am writing this letter with my left hand as I have a broken
wrist. Yesterday I fell on the ice and fractured my right wrist which is now in
e oast up to my elbow. Although I am still attending my olhsses, I have a hard
time in making out my daily reports. The typewriter is about the only means to
which I ocen depend upon. There is only one typewriter in this house and since I
have to type my reports with my lefi hand it takes much time and is rather inoon-
venient for the other emembers. Could you send my typewriter through the American
Express? I think it will help me out a lot for I am told that the cast will be on
for the next three weeks. It is very inconvenient and unoomfortable, too.

I am very happy to learn that Alice has finally joined you. I am sure she
is still the sweet old Alice. By the wuy (?) I have en important date with her whieh
I intend to enjoy very soon. DBesidss my Lroken hand everything is all right and I
an really enjoylang this business of teaohing.

The weather hore is still very cold and we atill have snow oocoasionally

I am enclosing a pleoture of me and my doll; it's not such a hot ploture but at least
it telle the truth.

Well, then, Mariko, take care of yourself and write to me soon again.
Please use the enolosed money for the express.

Always yours,
love, Paul

P.8+. I appreciate your trouble, Mariko. The enclosed key is for the typewriter

80 plesse lock it before sending it. Thank you. I have another spare key
80 just keep this one.




2119 Haste St,
Berkeley, Calif.
March, 1943 ?
Dear Mariko,
Recelved your card this morning and was glad to hear that you
are gradually getting things under control. However, I'm not quite
clear on some of the things which you mentioned, If I understand

clearly, the present plan 1s to send Mom and Pop to S.F. while you

carry on the home there. I assume then that this 1s being done with

the object of letting the kids get through school for this semester.
That was my object, also, but may I throw another matter in for con-
slderation. We have to realize this problem from the standpoints of
our parents also and not be too arbitrary in any decision. You will
probably realize that psychologically this is goling to affect them to
& great degree. In time of such a erisis, they will naturally have

to have something to hang on to. This means the Children. I was
talking to Dr. Cassidy the head of our Social Welfare department today
and he pointed out the implications which such a move may develop., He
doesn't think that such a thing would be the wisest move because this
means fhe breaking up of the home and it is in such times that family
unity 1s needed the most. However, I don't know exactly all of the
detalls yet so that I really can't jump at any conclusions. Could
you please enlighten me as to the details?

Dr. Cassidy talked with Mr, Neudstat, the Reglonal head of the
Federal Security Agency and he says that a definite sum has been set
aside by the government for the soclal work of rehabllitation. They
will pay or help pay the costs of moving and in deserving cases even
help our financially until they get started again. From what he says,

there 1s a definite plan to attach a soclal worker with each employment




- B -

office to help the famllles In thelr plans, Have you contacted them
yet? Now, I was thinking that perhaps it may be possible to set up
business for Fop agaln under such a setup. I realize that he would
have a difficult time setting up a new clientele, but at least it

would give him something to do. And that is really important, What

do you think? Then again perhaps Mom could get work doing housekeep-
ing. There 1s a terrific shortage of domestic workers and I'm sure
that I could help in that respect, I assume that you were considering
all of these possiblilitles for after the school term. However, I think
that you could help Pop out a lot if you left him the hope that perhaps
he will be able to start anew, And whatever happens, don't let the
folks get panlecky. It's easy enough to say these things I realize but
nevertheless important and I am sure that you will be able handle the
situation adequately.

The real reason why I went to see Dr, Cassidy was to drop out of
school, but after talking it over with him I have decided that perhaps
it will be better for me to finish the next two and one-half months
out and get my credential, Dr, Cassidy was quite frank in telling me
that my chances for getting a social work pesition was nil, but in the

post war period there would be a very good chance for me, Anyway I

know you will understand this viewpoint. However, if things do get
serious I will drop out. I willl try to get home this weekend to talk
things ovér with you. I've been doing a little investigating around
for possible resources and I am sure that you and the rest of us can
arrive at a workable plan for the immediate present.

Now what about the barber shop? Do you plan to remain there or




e

were you think of moving to another place in Vallejo. I strongly
doubt if we could get a cheaper place and perhaps you could talk with
the landlady and see whether she would reduce the rent a little al-
though thils 1s not likely. I know that you are keeping a close touch
with the Fed. Sgcurity Agency so that you will be informed on all the
latest developments. They plan to keep the whole thing independent
of the Rellef Program,

I could take a leave of absence for a week if you think it nec-
essary. W11l there be much stuff to move? And where in S.F, are
they moving? Jack and Alice will no doubt look after that end of
things, Any gov't assistance recelved should not be considered as
rellef as the federal agencles have not approached the problem from
this approach. Therefore, we should take advantage of all possibili-
ties advanced for the welfare of those affected by the evacuation order.

How are you fixed for money? I am thinking of borrowing snother

$100 from the school and I could let you have that if it is necessary,

plus what I have already.

I will try to get home next Sunday and by that time I may be able
to get additlonal information.

Incidentally, I am speaking Friday at the Mark Hopkins Hotel
before the section on Minority problems in the National Vocational
Guidance Assoclation Conference, Natcherly I feel quite honored to be
included among all the national bigshots, So don't expose me, It's
the first time that they have ever met west of the Mississippi.

And if you are too busy, have Bette write me a couple times a
week s0 as to keep me fully informed. I really haven't done much any-
way this past week, just can't get down to concentrating.

Well, so long, Charlie




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago March 26, 1943

(postal card)
(Joe arrived in Chiecago April 3, 1943)

Dear Marilko,

Please excuse the penoil. Many thanks for your recent letter and will write
goon! Am sending you our wedding piocture taken in Pasadena (OJot. 7, 1942). "Sammy"
end I are leaving for New York soon vhere I will wrk in a lapidary, polishing presious
stones. Iddie Shimuno is now with "Common Ground" in N.Y. Sincerely,

Joe Oyama

(postal oard)

Thurs. A.M. before work
(Postmark April 17, 1943, Des Plaines, Ill,)

Dear kids,

Many thanks for the swell time last weekend. Foel much obliged to you for
the nice dinner. Hope we didn't put you out of your way.

Had some nice long bullesessions with Bill Himel during work and after.
Both Bill and Sekiko were over last night until 10:;00 p.m, which is lete for our
"farm house,” Both Maus and I stay on a farm about a half & mile from town.

Night before last Sekiko and I end the Konos, invited as special guests of
the VWortar Board (U. of Chiocapo scholastic honorary society; national organization),

had suki-yaki dinner at the Nobels. They live in a big house near Lake Michigen.
Pleasant affair with many intelligent Americans there. When I wes introduced, they all
asked, "Are you the son of Professor Oyama at Northwestern?" or "Are you related to
Prof. Oyama?"

Sho and Takagi dropped in with Bill late. More than 25 present, mostly
females.

Love, Joseph
(Joe)




Charles Kiluohi
Chioago April 5, 1943

Dearest Mariko,

I'm terribly, terribly sorry for not having written to you, but, gosh, I
haven't written a letter for a couple of months. The hot weather has set in and man,
am I suffering. It's hot in the house but much hotter outside. I'd hate to see when
summer sets in.

First of all, thanks ever so much for the huge box of candy and delicious
cookies. Hmm|! Are they pgood. Mom divided the candy and eech of us have a box full.
It's been such a long time since we've had good candy and cookies, A couple of
weeks back my girl friend from Vallejo sent me 2 dozen oupcakes. And they were still
fresh. Really enjoyed them.

Guess what! I've had my partial put in so now I have straight teeth. The
doo pulled out the 2 crooked ones so I have two new (thin) teeth in place. I'm stilll
not used to them so I sort of lisp. But I'll get over it. They don't feel quite
seoure as yet. I also got a permanent yesterday and it's kindea short. But $3.50 is
a good price to pay for a permanent so I hope it lasts. This is all in preparation
for leaving soon. Gosh, will it be swell to leave camp and po to school outside.

Oh, by the way, have you got voting residence there in Chicago? I was wondering cause
Charlie says it would be easier to get into school if we have residence., It's been
more than a year since you went there, huh? What a long time it seems to me.

How're you and Alice getting along? I got Alice's card saying you were
moving soon.

We don’t know how long we'll be here. Maybe a month or so.

Mom is working now as a companion to the wife of an administrative worker.
Everyone is fine. Pop is coming along very slowly but surely. I always let him
know when we've heard from you end what you say.

Well, potta sign off now. I'm dripping all over with perspiration. Whew!,
Love,
Bette

P.8:s == Alice: [Here's your notice from the Employment Office. Better report
(imp) immediately.

Same

P.S. God almighty! The worst thing happened! I was at the show the other night

and I laughed so hard my partial dropped out. This pahhened right at the end of the
movie and as I got up someone pushed me and I sepped on my teeth! Man! Was I sore.
They're broken now and I don't know whether I should stay behind and wait till they're
fixed or come and to Chiocago and have them sent. Gee! What am I gonna do? I can't
go to school cause I have one big tooth sticking and two large speces on either side
of it. === Qoh! Chas. just said I'll have to leave before my teeth get fixed,
Please (so) don't be too shocked when you see me next month.

Chas. says to for both of you go to the WRA office and apply for a Civil
Service job. He says that with your brains and experience, you shouldn't be working
for such cheap wages.
Love,
Bette




Charles Kilkuchi
Chicago April 10, 1943

1319 Hill st.
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Dearest Mariko;

Please forgive me for not writing to you for a long tine. I've been
pretty busy all along and 3“lt oould not sit tight and concentrate on a letter. Be-
sldes, you know what a legy pereson I em !} Well, how is everything coming along
there in Chicago? Are you still working day and nights? So far, everything has been
Just right in Ann Arbor and we are enjoying a wonderful spring-time. With our so-called
spring vacation only about ten days shead we are looking forward to it with great
excitement, I've had several plans for this vacation, but wherever I go I always
planned & so that I could spend & few days in Chicago to talk over the things where
we left off the lrst time., Many news can be heard from Alice, also.

The vacation starts on the 16th and we won't be able to leeve here until
noon Seturday the following day. I intend to go as far as Kentucky to see Mas Yukawa
at Fort Thomas. Irom there I wish to drive up to Chicago which will probably be
around Thursday (22nd). My friend Nakamura will probably accompany me. We have %o
be back here by Sunday night in order to get ready for Monday's class. It's going to
be good to see you again and I hope you could be free at nights. I want to learn
how to dance apain. I'm pretty ruspy because I have not been dancing for a long, long
time.

Do you year from youf sisters at home? How are they and how's Charles

gotting along? I finally located some of my relatives who were formerly in L.A.
They're now staying in a camp in Poston, Arizona. OUne of my far relatives is in
the Army and is expected to leave the country soon for first line action. With all
the young fellows either joining or being induoted, I feel rather out of place., I
hope that some day I could be with them and get a little excitement. There is a
rumour that we might get that chance next year.

How is your work, Mariko? If you are still working for the artist in
the evening, there must be hardly any time for you to either enjoy or to relex, ne.
The main thing is to take care of yourself end don't let any illness enter your door.

I'd better close this letter here for the gong for dinner (dinner bell)
is ringing and I omnnot miss it.

Always, your

Paul

EASTER CARD:
wWith love to you at Easten, --

Dear Marilko

"Each little springtime blossom holds & message just for you,
And specially loving wishes that are yours the whole year through."

FPaul




Charles Kiluchi 4/10/43
Chiocago :

Cemp Savage, Mimn,

Dear Mariko:

Just a short note:

I%711 be hello, chi, hellol

Throw & weloome dance for me and my friend,abarrack mate and an old acquainte
ance of your, pbt, himel,
Be seeing you, Let's talk over old times, I'll listen]

What makes savage runl}

Pvt, Sho




Charles Kikuchi
Chiocago

dear mariko:

not that there should be a need for thanks between friends, but i thought
that perhaps it would not hurt for once to be like our good sergeant harry takagij
hence this note,

after having returned to the hotel and having fallen asleep, george on one
bed and 1 on the other, woke up just in time to get down to station and catch the
2#45 train back. the original plan was to sleep the whole 7 hours om the train in
order to return to the school fresh and new, but alas these well laid schemes
of mice and men are no scunder than the schemer himself, and i found myself working
on a very lovely girl for the whole 7 hours, only to receive no for an answer and
a nick in my pride and conceit, however, it was a grand try, and i think i used
every line i know on her, something like, "i whish i never met you, but i'm glad
i met you,".and "the reason you are so desirable is because you say no to stay
true to your boy, but more you sgy no the more i want to know you, so don't sey yes,
and don't say no" and so on so on so forth, by the time we were getting off the
train, she was saying that it made her feel bad to say no but she just had to because
her boy, marine or something, wanted& her to, anyway, all in all, it was an
interesting trip, and the 7 hours passed before i knew it. also managed to say
falrly intoxicated, having met some civilian who wanted to display his patriotism
by buying soldiems a drinmk,end who the hell am i to say that's not the best way
for hin to contribute his share to the war effort, reached here to discover,
although of course i kmew of it, that i em now a technician 5th, corporal, which
in the layman's language means 16 more bucks per month, and which in my language
one more weekend to wine, dine and woo,

well, you can't say we didn't have fun, and i certainly won't, found the
first day rather hard, but now am back right in the groove, learned upon return
that there had been a request for one soldier to go across on a damn nice deal ==
the details of which being military seoret or the sort, i cannot disclose ==, and
am working on it, keep your fingers crossed for me, and if i do get it, i'll
tell you more about it. thanks to you which i hope does not sound as it does,
and thanks and hello to aileen,

incidentally, despite the fact that i had been with george almost
the whole three days, i forgot to get his address, so when you can, call up plaza
0192 and get the address from him end send it to me, will ya? alsc if you ever run
aoross a girl named Mrs., Maye Kawahara == i don't know vhether she goes by that
name out there or not ==, will you tell her to write to me because i lost her
address and cammot accommodate her request unless she does.

they Jjust made us return one of our blankets today, but today is no warmer
than yesterday or when we left here last week, so we'll all freeze tomorrow morning,
i mess, that's ammy, or perhaps that' life, i have to knock off this letter
in what little time we get between study hours, as you can see from the way it jumps
fram this to what,

the sound of call to quarters blares through the night air, and that means
i better close or else, so till next time,

yours,

Sho




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago April 25, 1943

Dearest Mariko:

Back in Ann Arbor after four days sojourn in old Chicago, I don't seem to
be able to concentrate on my studies. I%'ll probably take a few days before I get
back into that teaching routine.

After having dinner at "Grand China" we drove stmight back to Ann Arbor,
At three o'eclock we errived at our faculty house and in a few minutes I was fast asleep.
I spent half of my Easter Sunday in bed, but got up later and accompanied some friends
to a show.

My vaoation is almost over end I feel rather siok of the thought of working
again, but will look forward to our next vacation asnd do my best.

Thanks & lot for your wonderful hospitality and the time you have spent in
making my vacation worth while., It is bad that you had to get that nasty cold, but
I hope 1t's about over and your voice back to normal. Take care of yourself, Mariko,
and have a good time in Arizona.

Give my best wishes to your pop, mom, and Tom. I'll remit the money to
you without fail,

Well, thanks again for everything!




Charles Kikuchi
Chiocago July 18, 1943

Dear dariko;

The otherday I lemrned from Alice about her recent marriage to Mr. Satow.
The news was sudden, but as it was somethiag that is bound to come from two people
terribly in love, it was more than a pleasure to hear. And I guess my congratulation
should also go to the families of both parties.

Alice is really a wonderful girl and will likely make a wonderful wife.
Though younger than I am, the long scquaintance with her as Alice Kikuchi was really
like a sister to me. And now when I hear her address herself as lirs. Satow, it is a
bit unbelieveable to my ears. DBut this heppy occasion must come to everyone and I
am sure that her new life as Mrs. Satow will be blessed with unending happiness. I
guess you must feel the same, and more!

By the way I hear that you had a long vadation visiting your family back
in Arigona. How is everyone and how is your father pe ting along? I sincerely hope
that some dey he will return to a normal condition apgmin, Did you do much visiting
in the cemp? Did the red hot weather of the Arigona dasert darken your complexion?
Tell me all sbout your experiences in the camp will you? According to Alioe's letter
I hear that you eare seeking for a botter job, but how's the peneral out-look? Is
there any good prospects to meet your desire? I hope that you will find a job there
800N.

S0 far I've been fine and am petting along somehow in my work. The work
becomes very tiresome at times; it also gets on nerves, too. But inspite of these
unpleasant faots I think it is better to stick to 1t until something better turns
upe I am looking forward to my coming vacation which will probably be sowetime next
month. Although the exeot date has not been announced, 1t will be around August 20th.
8o far I have not thought of any plens except that if I have the time I would like
to visit my cousins in Arizona.

There has been two marriage here during the last month end it wes only
last week thet Mr. Nakamura got merried to & girl from Pasadena. Remember Mr., Naka-
mure who vislted Chloago with me last April? There is another marriege coming up
next month, too. Among the staif members there are more married people than single
anes.

As I am typing this letter Mr. Akiya, who is now staying in the same room
as I um, asked me to give his regards to you. IHe has been here almost two months
end is a full fledged instructor shooting the 'baloney' as we all doll

well, Mariko, I'd better olose here for I still have some prospectus to
make {or tomorrow. S0 till I write to you again, so long and teke care of yourself!

S8incerely,

Paul




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago no date

Ave. 1, B-62, U-48

Santa Anita Assembly
Center

Arcadia, Calif,

Dear Mariko,

Many thanks for your kind words of sympathy. I think you know how we feel
gince you have brothers and sisters of your own. Bob died the day that we were
evacunted here, and it was a rather hard day for us, since we were in an entirely
new environment and we were trying to adjust ourselves. The sad news of Bob's
death was broken to us by Wesley who made a special trip here together with Clem.
We were still in the process of trying to relocate ourselves in the Center, trying
to get our baggage over to our new quarters, etc. the "stableg" formerly used by

famed horses that used to run around the tracks here.

Psyochologically, it knocked the wind out of us, because here we were kind of
glad to be evacuated here after the tense feeling in the oity where the newspapers
were doing considerable agltating to "get the Japs out," And our living was becoming
more and more insecure as we stayed on, When we arrived here we were glad to get
here although our first impression of Santa Anita was not very good. I thought as I
looked out of the bus as we entered Santa Anita: "I'm entering a Concentration Camp
and I'll be in here a damned long time before I ever get out." We came through rather
a beautiful countryside -- San Marino, etc., on some 30 buses from Los Angeles evacuating
the Japanese and Japanese- Americans, and suddenly we were, almost before we knew it,
in Santa Anita. The rows upon rows of ugly barracks covered with coal tar, made us
shudder and the thousands of people who came out to greet us -- truly scared us.
They seemed to leading such and aimless lif'e =- walting for buses to come in, But I
was mistaken, I soon learned that a lot of old Isseil rather liked it in the center be-
cause their worries (temporarily) were over. I heard several Issei women comment that
they were glad to be here. They had never known leisure before. "We don't have to
cook or wash dishes anymore. We have all day to visit our friends and talk."™ But most
of them agree that after the war is over, their greatest worries will begin,

Life is rathereasy going for most of us in the Center. We are free from
worry and insecurity of the outside world. Most people coming here found conditions
better than they had expected, because they had heerd terrible Nazi style rumors
ebout these "Centers" being "concentration camps."

Of course, I must admit that most of my friends who arrived here early (when
the oamp was still in a state of flux) said that the food here was just "lousy" -- not
fit for a doge The food has improved considerably since then.

I hate to talk about my brother now, for he has been constantly on my mind
and people keep reminding me when they stop me and say they're sorry.

Sometimes, silence speaks louder than words and I appreciate some of my friends
who do not make a mention of my brother. They understand, and I umderstand how they
feel. I disliked these acquaintances of mine who do not know my brother and came up
to ame and said they were sorry, when they weren't. I dislike people who have to fol=
low convention blindly and say a thing because they think they're supposed to say those
things. Damn them all.

I have always regarded you as a sister to me, Mariko, and I appreciate your
thought and understanding. Having lived with us for while, I think you lknow how we
felt about Bob, and I think you know Bob, He was a swell kid, kind and considerate,
and always thoughtful and sensitive about other people's feelings.




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago no date

He was an Americen in every sense of the word. He loved Americe -- her streams,
mountains, oceans, and he was a busy person always going swimming, hunting, fishing.
He think he loved America and appreciated America more than most of us, He was full
of the "lust of living" as you aptly put it.

His loses was great and for all the harm that I ever did him with harsh words
or unkind words I want to atone for them by trying to make & better person out of my-
gelf, by becoming more kind and considerate of other people. I think you will undere
stand how death in one's family will wield the members of that family together in one
great sorrow at {irst, then love for one another.

I've been 80 busy since I arrived here, having teken a voluntary job on the
"Pacemsker,"” center news organ, three days after arriving here, that I have had little
time to think about my brother's death. It baifles me, and it makes me yearn more
than ever to see my brother once more to say good bye, or hello, or "gee whiz, don't

go yet."

I received your letter yesterday, After work I carried the letter in my pooket
and took a walk around the long race track here reading your letter. Tears bled from
my heart profusely, when I read your letter and thought of those kind little inci-
dents in my brother's life, that meant so much to him, because precisely he was thet
kind of a human being.

[ am one who rather dislikes showing any emotion before people, and I would
rather walk my silent path away from people, and that is why I dislike daily having
hundreds of people come up to me to say they are sorry. Half of them aren't. They
are sorry for me, not him (my brother).

I can't say that my Lrother's death was & good thing. He wanted to live, and
his life was just beginning. He was just beginning to see things and to take ansctive
interest in the world beyond his immedieate horizon.

I'm sorry that he L.ad to go, becruse Elsie was in love with him and he was in
love with Elsie. I know my brother had plens in mind and he wanted to build a good
home end to be happy. He would have made a good husband., He had changed considerably

in the last few years after going around with Elsie =--,

When someone olose %o you dies, it's like having one's arm or leg cut off,
At night I camnot help think of my brother. My brother was a part of my life. We
fought together, played together, and often shared our various interests. I remember
my brother's adolescent years -- he was forever reading books. His attitude towards
life was healthy .... Everything that he did had something positive about it. When
he sat down to read a book, he sat down and read it all the way through without having
anyone or anything distract him. When he went hunting he did a good job of it and
ebvays returned with pame,

We in the ocenter here are rather secluded from the outside world. Since we
arrived here we haven't been able to see anyone -- not even Chuck or Elsie. I don't
know where Chuck and Elsie are at the moment.

I'm glad that Bob had such a fine girl as Elsie for a friend and sweetheart.
During the hectic weeks of evacuation she did more than any one person that I know
to ease our burdens. She was always kind and helpful, and always doing little things
for us that meant so much ...




Charles Kikuchi
Chioago no date

My mother used to pride herself in having raised a family of six shildren
without having lost one. She used to always say, "It's because I was a nurse." My
mother and father are both taking Bob's death courageously, end quite philosophically --
more philosophically than some of the weaker friends who come over and "gushs' Mother
says, "I'm always going to think of Bob as being alive.," She pgets up early in the
morning before other people are up and takes a walk end looks at the mountains that
border this great city. She seems to sense that he is alive and active - everything
is so beautiful and hushed early in the morning, before the clemor of day begins,

I'm carrying on my 1ife much the same as before as thou h nothing has happened.
I got to a dance here at the centeron week ends after a monotony of a week's work,
despite what people say about not abiding by the usual 30-day mourning. I imow that my
brother would have it thus and no other way. I know that if I had to die, I would
prefer that people not set a day or 30-days aside just to remember that I amdead. Rather
I would have them partioipate in everything and feel that I am with them alive and
danoing. I think you understand what I mean.

Please do not show this letter to anyome.

Very sincerely,

Joe (Oyama)




May 3, 1943
Dearest Mariko:

I hope that by thils time you are safely at Gila, and not worrying
about anything in this neck of the woods. I hope you had a pretty good
trip and that you didn't need more than the cash you had on hand, Please
let me lmow if you can't get the check cashed, and I'll forward you some,

Assuming that you are there, how is Pop, and Mom, and the kids.

I guess you were glad to see them all, and please take it easy, because
you were really in a nervous state when you left here, and you should
get your health back, because the way things are now, you're going to
need more than just your health to keep from becoming a neurotic, This
war 1s really a nerve-wracking experilence, and I am sorry that we dildn't
get along better than we did the last few months, and I shouldhavzjggro
effort to try to overlook certain things, because you were not feeling
well, But, I too, have been undergoing certain nerve-wracking exper-
lences, and to tell you the truth, your flighty ways got on my nerves,
And all of the people dropping over didn't help my disposition any, I
was 80 slick and tired of cooking for all of those people, plus the

rest of the famlly; that Saturday night I cooked for 4 of us, and Sunday,
for five. Dob and Yoshi being around, besides Mark,

Guess who came looking for you on Saturday night. Arthur Okawa,
with an accent....he's starting a nlsel band, and sald that belng that
you knew so many people, he wanted to lkmow if you knew of any saxophone
or clarinet players.,

And who came over Sunday nlght? I mean, afternoon.....your guzzy
g friend Cherry Sasakl and Betty Omorl., I think they had an extra
male with them in the taxil, and wanted you to go out with them, At

least they didn't stay very long, because Viec, Seesu, Bob, Yoshi, Fuki,

and I were all around the place,




Fukl makes a very nice and peaceful roommate, and I think she'll
be good to have around, She's gradually changed and 1s a little more
talkative now., Guess how 0ld she 1s.,..the same as you, my friend.
And here I've been &cting very maternal around her,

I think Yoshl had a nice week-end--she'll probably write you.
Toyo says hello to you, and I guess the kids do too. They're waiting

for me at home to eat dinner with me, I think, Emi 1s going down town

with Fukl and I tonight, being Monday night, so I shall close now in

order to get home,

Please tell Mom not to worry about me. And please don't give her
any of your own conceptions about Mark and Myself, because she has
enough worries about her chlldren on the outside. At least she doesn't
have to worry that I am running around, because last week-end we didn't
even go out. Just had a nice quiet evening, all of us, Fukl and I
swept the place out thoroughly and mopped the floor until you'd never
recognize 1it, It looks practically new.

Closing time now. Tell Toshi and all the rest a personal hello
for me and give Blackle a hug for me--that 1s, after the folks,

Take care of yourwelf, and come back rested, All's well on the

Dearborn front.

Love, Alice




Chiocago

Dearest Mariko,

Just a fow lines to ask you if you're enjoying the beautiful Arizona heat,
When did you arrive there, and did you got in touch with Mp, Landward? I hope
your trip was ckay and the sandwiches .., did you eat them all? I hope you
didn't throw any of the deviled ham sandwiches away because Charlie had a lot
of trouble cleaning his toe nadls out after jumping in it and mixing it with
Meyormaige, (Did you tese the toe jumer ? Added flavor didn't 1t1)

Last night (Menday) Alive, Fuki and I went shopping dowbown amd bought a
fow things, Fuld lef't us to go to the "Y" to meet her brotherein-lew, so we
went to the show to see "Cat People" with 8, Simone and 'Dr, Kildare's New Assistant,"
The first ono was kind of orumsy, but the latter wus pretty good,

Today we talked t¢ cur landlody, Ve huve decided to take the back room even
Af 1t is darker because pretty soon none of us will be home in the spt,, so it
won't make much difforence axyway, The rent is $50 ({6 cheaper than what we're
paying now) end 1t seems much cozier them the one we're in now, I think we'll
move tonorrow so we oan get that off cur chest,

Hiow do you find canp life? H-ve you gone to see any of your friends yet?
Esrecially the one with halitosis ... Henry M,

The main reason for this letter is to ask you if you will have mon sign
the application for exemption sheet (whore the "x" 1s) then take it to the

Adminietration bullding and get it notarized (go to the Legal Dept, and they will
\

tell you where to go), Can you send this back as soon as possible becsuse Charlie
wants to get it cloared, Vhen you come back will you please bring the soups that
mom bought for us and alse our albume, serapbooks, ete, Thanks,

Nothing much to write, so I guess I'll get a little shut eye, Fleasc say
hello to Toshi and Al, Henry and Sachi, Bob Spemoer (the small men) and the girls
next door Af you see them, Also to Mary Obata and Fred Oshima, When you go to
800 pops, give him our love and tell him that we really miss him, How does he look?
1'11 bet he and you aried when you went over to see him hum?




Charles Kiluchi May 4, 1943
Chiocago

Well, write soon and don't g around making eyes at Mp, Fugishigl nowl
Inoidentally, are you paying for your meals?

love,

Bmd,




Charles Kilkuchi
Chicago

Dear Miyako == (This is for Mariko, mom, Tom and pop, too,)

Holle therel low's my little sister eoming along? Are you studying hard,
or is 1t too hot to do anything, Will you please temn that onesan of yours to
write to us? Goe, wo didn't even know if ghe got thore in one piece or not,
but good old faname wrote and sald that she was there, If he didn't tell us, how
would wo know if she got there or not hmh?

Yosterday, Botte and I went shopping and did we pget a good bargain, Vie each
bousht a sult for §6PO0only, Imaginel Even the skirt is worth {6 alone, I
hptukinr,molduslrllfﬂunmantehbitormt.bntmuidno
g0 wo bought it and prectically ran out in case she made a mistelke, Mine is &
beige one and Botte's is powder blue, Sure is ocute too, It's a summer suit
go it's not too heavy (no lining) but what o tergain, Ve also bought good shoes
so they would last, Ve bought a pair of white shoes, and they ocost 04,60,

1 also saw a real heavy coat, and it was on sale reduced from §29,08 o §10,98,
It had & quilted lining (really heavy) and good for wirter time, but it made me
lock fatter, so I dldn't buy 1%, After thinking 1% I thought "why should
I eare how fat I look ... Just 1% would ne I

coats anyway," so this morni ,

me, Tomorrow I'm going down %o g

right not I'm making a little extra

wo live at asked me to ole

ome day and the halls the next day, changingerery other day.
ghe'd pgive us our room rent for the work, but Chas, figured we would meke more
by asking for 50f per hour, so that's what I'm getting, It's very easy and sometimes

1 take my stationary up to the bathroom, lock the door, and write letters. I'm
gottmgn&oddmforshﬂ.mrydq.mtmuugo!ngtodoltrﬂ-mrt
-ul:un.uIbn'tm'bMM'ummptimbmbrtm,u
her hours will be longer, The first days took me 54 hours so I'm going by
that per day, I can do the work I want %0 s0 it makes it easy, I guess
by next week I'll have some kind job, Dr, Thomas is going to help
me find a job, She says hello to + They're plann ng to stay here
in Chicaro for about a month un ot the study set up and then go badk
to Borkelay. Ve had them over the other night (with Alice and Mark
too) and it turned out pre Our new ploce is much better than
the other, and cheeper too ¢ t111 you see it Mariko, The way weo served the
s why even lirs, Jarvie on us, Our dighes, silverware, eto, has
grown quite a bit since you 3.

How is pop? Is the cooler in the hospital yet? Please enswor some of these
questions that we write down, in praotics '* every letter, and no
one answers them, So Tom or Miyako about setting off an hour or so off of
your playtime and really write us letter, answering our questions, and the
news about oamp,

I heard about that old man who got lost and I say he was mentally unbalanced
or somothing, Have they found any trace of him yet?

Hey ids, Jaokie's birthday is soon, so how's about sending hin a card (or

present )? His address is Box 166 Hoyt Bowne, Drew University, Madison, N.J. Itm sure




Charles Kiluchi Moy 12, 1043
Chleaze

he']l appreciate the thought of you kids remembering hinm, Write him

tizes too, He'd love to hear from you, I'm sending you a

in a fow days, 0 in case you're getting them in ocamp, write

wo won't send them amymore, I1'm sending popa few cakes too, don't you kids
oat them, Just for him now] Does he 1like to oat leoe oream, now that it's so hot?
Wy don't you take some over to him sometime, Then if he doesn't like it,
always eat it, .

How's Blakeo? S5till running around like a queen, or has the heat got her
dowm, Have you dewwormed her recently, Isn't it about time for it?

Ome boy wrote to me Marikeo and he says he hasn't seon you yet but the
boys say there's a gal whose "the stuff" that's staying bloeck 74, Just in from
Chieago, Now don't g getting swell-headed either,

Well, must close now, Exouse the terrible seribbling, Virite real soon huh?
My love to mom and pop, and tell them that we're being good, Ve miss you all,

I'm sleopy now, so bye=bye,
love and kisses,

Bmiko

Anubody move into 74 « 1 « B yot? What happened to the door?




Charles Kiluchi May 12, 1943
Chicago

After I mailed my last letter to you, I heard from Martha that you went to
Chicago and was I surprised, That was the same week I wrote you, almost anyway,
I waited weeks and weeks, to months. So you can see how I've wel ted, Of course,
knowing you I didn't mind,

Hear from Yoshi almost everyday, Do miss her now, Well, Mamzenar is 0.K.,
but I'm satisfied now vhere I am, She said that she's working as nurses' aide in
the hospital there. I do hope she likes the job and stiocks to it., She's got lots
of friends there so she wouldn't get lonesome. (hyes, I must tell you about my
new permanent, I'm not the same kid, I didn't plan to get a permanent Ycause I
knew how tight the ocurls will be, By now my hair grew setraight and uncurly
that I just had to get an end permeanent, The way I wear my hair I wanted it loose
and long, but it didn't work out that way, My hair is sort of long, but the ourls
are tight yet, Now that I have my hair short, I wear it up or brushed out like a
baby bob, Well, no use pretty-up around this here joint anyway., No interesting
guys around == yet, Took some piotures before I came here, but didn't turn out
good enough to give to you or anybody else., So, Mari, you'll have to wait till
after this damn, damn war, How about a glamorous peiture of you?

When you hear from Martha send me her address as I don't know where she
is at present, I know she went back to her sister's but I haven't got her address,
Write me soon so I ocan write to Martha,

Right now I'm spending my time writing letters for a change, since there
is nothing to do at present == thank goodness,

I think I gained about five pounds since I last saw you, I guess being lazy

1 acownulated some fat. I might even get as round as Yoshi == Heavem's forbid,
It is gay == it is gay.

I think I talked enough for today. Don't forget to write every now and then,
I'1) be waiting to hear from youse, I do want to see you sson to look for
that "character and intelligence in your face,"” You got something that I just
ain't got., Must acquire some, All kidding aside == Do miss you dear: Catch
the Yankee Dime I'm sending your way (Yoshi's method), Here's her address if
you want to write to her. Alice Miki Okayaki, Barrack 361B, 24th St, Pomona
Assembly Center, Pomona Assembly Center Pomona, Calif,

Love, Miki

"+8. Do you have Ygshi's address? In case no, == here it is. Block 11, Building
6, apt, 3, (Bll=6-3) Owens Valley Reception Cenmter, Manzenar, Calif,




May 15, 1943

Dear Markko:

Just in case you are still in Arizona, you'd better look up
about your rallroad ticket because 1t 1s only good for one month,
and 1f you are going to visit in Denver and St. Louls after Arizona,
you'd better step on 1t.

You're a fine one, note: two weeks have gone by already since
you left and you haven't even written any of us to tell us that you
arrived there,

I'm sending the Railway Express package for Toshil and Sachl so
please tell mom when it does come, to give Toshl one and Sachl the
other, and what it's for., You'll probably be gone by the time it gets
there, so be sure to tell her, won't you.

Everything golng along fine here, although I haven't had a
chance to do any work on the place, I haddl the good intention of
doing & lot of work, but you know how fast the time goes, and it's
all I can do to keep myself clean and dressed presentably.

Writing this in the office, on office time and paper, so I shall
meke it brief. I don't want anyone to catech me at 1t,

The Xkids all fine, and 1s Bob Spencer still there? The Thomases
were over at Charles' one night, and we had & swell dinner. They've
moved to the other apartment which is much nicer and better arranged.

Hello to all, and sorry about the messy typing. I'm trying to

hurry too much.

How is Pop getting along, and Mom, and the kids, It must seem

funny to see the smallness of the family. I hope it isn't too hot there.

Write me, Oops, have to go now. Bye. Love,

Alice




Charles Kikuechi
Chiocago May 10, 1943

Dearest Mariko,

Hi, stranger! Now you know how an evacuee feels. Wonderful, isn't i%?
I hope you aren't roasting yet and won't during your stey but the meroury is supposed
to rise §° daily from now on.

Wasn't pop just happy to pieces when he saw you? I'll bet he cried and you
cried and everyone had a free-for-all, huh?

Was the trip okay on the way down? Did Bob meet you or did you take a bus
into Rivers? Bob has gone to Berkeley for a week or so but you probebly saw him
before then.

Hasn't Tom and Miyako grown since you last saw them? I'll bet they were
thrilled to pieces when they heard that femiliar voice.

I suppose you've seen quite a bit of the place if it hasn't been too hot
to walk around.

Gee, can't think of much to say. I still have to do my homework and it's
11:00 P.M. llrcady.

I bought shoes and a suit today. Now all I need is & coat. Ho hum!
Hope I have enough do-re-mi.

Been going to school every day and find I have plenty to catch up. Boy,
that school in camp is and will always be a dump.

Have you met anyone we lmow?
How's about writing to me, please. Sure miss seeing you around.

Love to all.




May 23, 1943
Dear Mariko:
Recelved your letter Friday, end was almost a little late for
work - reading 1t, Bette was here for lunch sc I gave her the message

about the pletures, I wonder 1f you'll be there to recelve this letter

though.
I visited Seesu Saturday and she told me that her mother wrote

that you were leaving Saturday May 22 (that day) so I didn't send your

ration book. In the first place, I couldn’t find your sugar book, and

in the second place, I spent up your canned goods and meat tlckets.
Also mine 1s pretty well used up, and so is Fuki's,

After your 15 paged letter, I thought sure I would know when you
were returning, but you made no mention as to whether you were golng
to go to Denver soon, or just to pass through, so I haven't the
slightest ldea as to whether you'll be back this week or not. The only
thing I have to go by 1s that I think the tlcket expires in 30 days'
time and that means that you would be back by Mondey, May 31st, Or
does your tlcket state 60 days after purchase?

Chidori was in town for a few days and says she's very sorry to
have migsed you. ©She came to dinner one day, stayed with Mato that
night, and then left town to go see her old high-school day correspondent
for a few days. OShe returned Saturday, took me and Fuki to lunch, had
dinner with us, met Mark, and then went back with Mate, She left at
9:00 a.m, this morning (Sunday).

By-the-way, George Yamanaka was in town for a day or so, and so
I had him over for dinner. He's a very interesting person, I thought,
and he was quite disappointed that you wrm we weren't here.

Eileen called me tonight and says to tell you that you promised




to write her. Haven't seen her since you left.

Minkey Sato, brother Buddy and friend are in town. He works
at Isbell's on the South side,

Fuki's famlly are coming in sometime next week so she'll probably
leave just about when you come back, She has been very nice to have

around as she's qulet and considerate. There haven't been too many

people here since you left, so I've been getting my peace and quiet

that I was longing for.

I'1l make this short since 1ts after 11 now and I'm sleepy. I
wrote tonight as I want to mall 1t in the morning on my way to work.
There 1isn't much happening around here - oh yes - Victor had an
appendectomy and 1s home now - the last dance was crummy - the "Y"
soclal, not bad, and Helen Nakamura came over the past few Thursdays
and missed you. Yoshl hasn't been over but once since you left and
slnce 1t has been raining off and on she didn't come the laa:;:eeks.

My love to everyone if you are stilll at Gila and if you are in
Denver when you get this, my best to Saye.

We can send the sugar later when you come back and find the book
for me, I have the meat book but not your sugar book. I'll look
agaln, |

Love, Alice




Monday, May 31st
Dearest Mariko:

I don't know where you are at present, but I shall try to find
Saye's letter among your things - and address 1t to her address.

This 1s an especlally hard letter for me to write due to the
nature of the news I have to write.

As you have probably guessed, 1t's about Mark, We have decided
to get married - and quick, He has an unexpected 3 day pass this
coming weekend, June 6th, and we shall get the license Saturday, be
marrled that afternoon, and have untll Monday night together. Now
don't get all excited about this because 1t isn't at all a hasty
decision. Mark and I have been discussing this even before you left,

although we didn't say anything about 1t to you, because you might

say, "Well, after all, you haven't known each other very long!" I
’ g

know that and so does he, but four months 1s long enough for us to be
sure of our feellngs, and we have declded definitely, so regardless of
what anyone may have to say, we are belng married very, very quietly.
Brigadier Huffman 1s an ordalned minlster and willl perform the ceremony
in the living room of his home., I have already had my medical tests
and ha so has Mark, and I have gone to the ¢linlic to be fitted for
birth control - the Margaret Sanger way, so that we can plan our famlly
later on, Mark will put in for an allotment for me, and from his
salary the government will deduct $22, and add §$28 making a total of
$50 for me, I shall continue working after marriage, and live on my
earnings so that we can put away the whole §$50, if possible.

Gosh, I hated to have to tell you this way, and I would have told
you before, but we weren't sure of the date, and I didn't want you to

spoil your vacation by running back to Chicago to be with us., In fact,
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Charlie and Emi and Bette aren't even going to witness the ceremony,
because if you can't be with me I don't want any of the family,
All or none, 1s what I want. And besldes, I have always wanted to be
married all alone - without fuss or bother - but being married in the
elty hall was not to my liking, so I chose to have someone I know marry

us - in a nice home.

I'm wearing a pale green (new) gabardine suit, white blouse, and

my new hat (purple with white flowers) new patent shoes and new patent
purse.

When you get back to Chicago - I shall already be married, and we
can dlscuss together how to announce it to the general public, I have
already written to Toshl, and to Mom - having Toshi read it to her
since you won't be there,

Fuki will elther not be here by next week end, or, if she is,
she's going to stay with her sister-in-law. She expects herg brothers
and sister in very shortly so 1s anxious to find an apartment.

Marike, I hope you will take this news in a good way, because I
am s0 happy over 1t myself, that if you should say one word that is
not favorable, it would make me feel very unhappy indeed. This is
not an Infatuation. I have known for a long time that I was in love
with Mark, and it wasn't anything like the rest, They were all in-
fatuations - but with Mark - it 1s the way I felt about Sammy - al-
though much better since Mark 1s so much more Americanized. He gives
me all that I've ever wanted of a man, He 1s just as good a friend
as & boy friend - he 1s considerate and kind and we feel the same about
so many things. Marike - please believe me when I say that I am very
sure of myself - I love Mark - and he loves me - and we are not being

foolish or impractical., I know that he may be sent into active duty




soon - but I am willing to walt for him to come back., And I know he
will come back.

Pop belng sick, and his dad belng 111 too, makes the reason for
such & quiet wedding - then too, soldlers don't get pald very much,

You may tell Saye if you like & I consider her a good friend,
but for the rest, please don't tell everyone because I want to talk
it over with you first.

Incidentally, the Oulji board telling us that we would be married
June 6th didn't have anything to do with it (our decision). But, who
knows about the welrd super-natural? Funny how 1t works out!

8ince it 1s so hot in Gila at present and we haven't enough money
saved up, we are going to Gila to see our respective parents around
Sept. or Oct. He'll get a furlough then, and I am in line for a
vacation at that time,

Tell Saye that George Yamanoka was over one day while in Chicago,
and I invited him to dinner. He 1s very interesting - and so good-
looking (don't you think he looks a little like Wes though?) I 1like
him immensely and so did Fukl - we had a very enjoyable evening with
him, He was very disappointed at having missed you,

Minkey Sgto 1s in town with a good looking younger brother and
is walting your return. So is Helen (who will be here in a very few
minutes) Eileen N, Bob and Ykeson, the family and Seesu.

Elko Takagl sent over a droopy looking individual (not looks as
much as personality) named Min Yonekura from Hayward. George has not
called at all., You have mall awalting your return, and I'm sending

ration book, Reason I didn't send it before was that I thought you

were leaving Gila soon - and we had already used your this months #12

sugar tlicket. But you e¢an use the June one now, so I'll send it in




. this. Paul has sent you $15 that he owes - do you want me to send

1t? Write soon.

Love, Allce

Helen just came in and says to say hello




Dear Marliko

I am soly for you Alice tell me you are sike and you have no
job yet. I hoop you get well soon and you get nice job too. We
are very much waly for you became you go to Denfer? and go beck
Chicago. You don't glve me one post car so every body ask for

me Mariko sand letter yet? I says no not yet. I answer all

time and (Miss Chiry Yosa) ask me menil time are you pramuce to

some thing for her?
Please you glve to letter for your frand to soon some day.

Mom




Dear Marlko:
Papa wa toto naku naril mashita July 29, 8:15 p.m. deshita. July
28, Wednesday nl mama ga yukl mashlta noua 4:45 ban no gohan
tabe sase nl deshlita so shitara Oglsan ga kiyo wa talhen netsu
ga arukara ice bag de hlya shita arimasu to ywalema shita node
teo atte mima shita ra talhen netsu ga aru node mama wa bikuri
shite Dr. Suglyama o yonde mite moral mashitara kenneni baikin
ga halrl mashita no de totemo muzukashi to yimashita kara sono
ban osoku made soba ni ite yoku gitsu hayaku Tom ga kiki ni

)

yuki, Mama mo 11 a.m., kara yuki mashi taga dandan mizu mo nome

naku naril spoon de 1ce water o noma sete orimashita. Soshi te

toto mama dake sobani ite naku narl mashita. Dr. Suglyama ga

mo dame to limashi temo Tom mo Mama mo do moe honto ni omowale
nal hodo ya su raka na shini gao deshita. Korewa mama ga (dozo
kamisama papa o kuru shil omol sase nal yo ni) to onegai shita
kara dato omol masu. Iro iro no koto wa mama wa nani mo waka
ri ma sen kara Block Manager, Mr. Tator, Mery Obata, Mrs. Sato,
mina san ga nanl kato honso shite kudasal masu. August 5 ga
otsuya, 6 ga oshoshlkl desu., Alice was daljobu mani almasu.
Tzule ato de mata kakl masu ga C.E.,B,J nl hanashl te kuda sal.

Flower was Dr, Thomas, Mr. Spencer, Mariko, woman club, hoka ni

mo mada arlimasu.

TRANSLATION
Dear Mariko:
Papa finally dled. It was July 29 at 8:15 p.m. On Wednesday,

July 28 mother went at 4:45 after dinner to feed pap.a It was
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then that a friend told me that papa had a high fever and that
an ice bag had been placed on his forehead. I placed my hand on
hls forehead and found it was hot., I became frightened so I
called Dr. Suglyama who told me that polson was circulating
through hls system and that hls condition was critical. So that
night I stayed by hls bedside but Tom came and called me. The
next morning I went again to the hospital at 11 a.m, snd by that
time he could not eat or drink anything but I gave him a spoonful
of ice water. I was alone with him when the end came. Dr.
Suglyama told me that the end was near but Tom and I both ecould
not belleve it. He dled vwery peacefully. Mama belleves that it
was because I prayed to God that his end would be peaceful that

he did not suffer in the end, I didn't know what to do but

everyone like the Block Manager, Mr. Tator, Mery Obata, Mrs., Sato

and the others were very helpful. The wake services was held
August 5 and the funeral on August 6. Alice arrived In time.

I intend to write to C., E, and B, Please tell J. about 1t too.
Flowers were sent by Dr. Thomas, Mr. Spencer, Mariko, the Women's

Club and many others.




POST CARDS
8/1/43
Dearest Mariko:
We're in Iowa just past Davenport and have crossed the Mississippi

already.

D1d you come down to the station? We're sorry we missed you if

you did come down, as we had to rush Into the traln, due to the crowds.

Muscatine, Iowa, now . , . . .

It's pretty hot, but thils car 1s an air conditioned oneso it isn't
so bad - and we are sitting right near the women's lounge and the water.

Will write you upon arrival - take good care of yourself and if
you see Toyo will you ask her to clean my desk drawer out - I have some
letters, ete. Say hello to everyone for me, Love, Alice.

H##
8/4/43

Dear Mariko:

We are leaving for Phoenix for the cremation at 1, so I'll have
to write you the detalls of the funeral later, The embalming job was
very good, and Pop looked very peaceful - he had a nice grey coffin,
satin lined. And wore his black sult, whlte shirt and black tie, hold-
ing his glass es in his hand. There were some beautiful floral pleces,
and everyone was most helpful, The service was very nice, and we all
thought of you four - hoping you could be with us.

Lunch time now, so I'd better say goodbye. Letter will follow as
soon as I get a chance,

Love, Alice
#irr
8/14/43

Dearest Mariko:

OQur second week here, and it still is very warm. The menu is still

pork, pork, pork and we are stlll existing only by the grace of the




POST CARDS, contd,

cooler,

Cherie 1s leaving Monday or Tuesday so you may be seeing her before
long. Yuri Amemiya is holding a farewell concert Sept, 3 and then will
go to New York.

MHom 1s in bed temporarily from a foot infection - and Tom and
Miyako have the same thing - on their nose, and chin. It may be caused
by the dust, or too much pork. It's getting better though.,

How's the situatlon coming along with George? Did you invite him
to dinner yet.

Sorry you weren't able to see us off and that your trip down was
in vain, but I told you if you weren't down by 10 1t would be too late
as the train left at 10:15,

Say hello to everybody.

Love, Allce.
it it it #
8/17/43
Dearest Marlko:

Cherie left today and I gave her the roll of films of pop's
funeral., She will be at the Belden Hostel, 350 N, Belden Rd,

Mom still in bed with infected leg - but getting along better.

The doctor says her varlcose veins make 1t take longer to heal up.

How's Toshl and the baby? Yourl says she's leaving around the
middle of next month and will stop over in Chicago and Detroit.

It's still hot here and what a time I have keeplng the place clean
and angwering all my mall - have written about 32 letters and 12 post-

cards since my arrival here,

Will you ask Chas. and Bette to send Emi the films c/o Miss Rosalle
Hankey, our address (HANKEY) Just in case. All send regards, Love, Allce




Friday
Dear Mama:

Monday 1s your birthday and I do not have time to go down town
to buy you a present, so I am golng to send you some money instead
and you can buy yourself something at the canteen - something you
need, or you can put 1t in the bank if you want,

I am fine and so 1s Emiko, Bette and Charlie. Bette comes to
eat lunch with me every day and I see Charlie and Emiko on Saturday
or Sunday.

It was raining up to yesterday, but today was too hot. I think
this year we are golng to have only winter end summer and no Spring
or Fall,

How 1s the governor? I hope the hot weather 1s not too bad for
him and I hope Tom and Mlyako go to see Pop every day. I miss all
of you in Arizona and wish I could see you soon, Maybe soon I will
make a trip to Arizona too - when the hot weather 1s over,

That's all the news for now, I hope you are well too, Mom, and
take care of yourself,

Is there anything you need that I can buy for you? I'll send
you some sugar in a little while if you need, and some Kool-ald,

Say helle to Toshi and Mrs, Sato if you see them,

Bye now, and Happy Birthday!

Love, Allce




Charles Kikuchi
Chieago (postecard - undated)

postmarked Aug. 2, 1943
Dearest Mariko -=-

Train's awfully jerky so you'll have to excuse the writing. I'm so
sorry we ocouldn't see you before we left. However, we'll give mom and the kids your
love and you can be sure that we'll tell them how much you wanted to be there.

Just passed Muscatini -- 3;30 p.ms 8ure is hot. Plenty of seats so far.
Seats aren't so good so I hate to think of sleep tonite. Can't write, so we'll close.
Better get out yur microscope to read this strange handwriting.

Love,
Emiko

postmarked Aug. 3, 1943

Are just pulling in to El Paso, so am dropping you a line to tell you how
we're pgetting along. Everything's fine (7) except (1) the darn cooler system has been
broken since yesterday morning and we perspired and suffered all day yesterday and
last night; (2) the damn baby in front cries continuously. There's & case where I
feel like throwing i%¥ on the floor and stepping on it; (3) we're 7 hours late so far --
hope it isn't any later than that; (4) can't sleep worth & denr -- I've never been so
hot before in all my life. Will write again. 8hould arrive in Coolidge around 2 p.m.
It's 6 vem. now.

Love,
Emi

postmarked Aug. 4, 1543
Dearest Mariko ==

We just arrived in Casa (Grade -- straight from Chicago. We were supposed
to go the Coolidge way, but they had & washout near Phoenix, so we had to come this
way. Only thing wrong was that they took our luggage off at Tucson. We won't get
the bags till late tonight or tomorrow morning. What a hectic trip. I'll bet that
car was at least 120° =~ chairs didn't recline either. I'm beginning to feel sort
of dunny inside -- nervousness, ete. We'll write again,

Love,
Bmd

Hello from Alice -- will write later.




Written about August
Camp 2
66-9-B

WRA Project
Sacaton, Arizona

Dear Jack and Allce:

I had meant to write right away, but I couldn't get up the am-
bition immedlately. You are probably anxious to know everything.
Yesterday, Bette and Emiko wrote and I don't know just how much they
covered so I hope you willl bear with any repetitions.

I may as well be realistic and describe things just as they are.

Now don't get a premonitlon of anxlety; it's not that bad., Yes, it

i1s hot, but cooling off rapldly. Yesterday it was only 98% and there
was & breeze in the afternoon, which was transformed into a dust
storm because of all the dust around here, However, I am getting
ahead of the story so I will jump back to the beginning and progress
forward,

We had to ride into S.¥, in that panal truck all stuffed in with
the luggage. As I passed through the gates, I suddenly became conscious
of the fact that I was leaving Tanforan, probably for good. The ride
into the city was terrific. All that carbon monoxlide poured into the
car and Tom and Earl got sort of sick. I thought for a minute that
Tom was going to throw up. It was gquite a thrill to get into SF again,
For the last time, we felt that dripping fog. I was amazed to see all
of those cars golng to defense plants with war workers. We got caught
in several jams and had to erawl along. Things have definitely
changed. The city was plastered with billlboards all carrying signs
and ads with a war motif, Even the political signs were like that:
"Re-elect Olson", blah, blah,

We were unfortunate in having a very stupid guard "Fuddy Brains"
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who tried to give the kids a lot of scare talk about the ugly feeling

against the Japs in the camps and how there was a danger of moba ction,

ete. Fprom the beginning, we had no incidents of any sort and the only
looks that we got were glances of idle curiousity., The first thing
that Tom d1d In the station was to go buy a lot of funny books, and
Emi and Bette got some movie magazines to read on the way., I did not
have a chance to phone Mrs, Jarvis as the train was pulling out at
8:16. We made the unfortunate mistake of lugging two heavy grips
along, plus the blankets! Gad, they were heavy! Eml took her
phonograph also. We kept lagging way behind and our dear guard got
all excited because he thought that we would migs the train., A negro
porter came along and offered to carry the grips in his hand truck.
I wanted to give him a tip, but he would not take 1it, saying "xeep it,
boy, I know how it 1s to be shoved around by the white boys."

There 1s not much use in describing the detalls of the trip since
Eml and Bette have already done that no doubt. I don't think that the
guard liked us very much because we were not submissive enough. He
wanted us to ask him permission to even go to the tollet, but we just
ignored him. The trip down on the Daylight was very pleasant, The kids
were slightly carsick and they dozed most of the way down. We thought
that we would have a chance to see LA, but old fuddle is like an exclte-
able lady and he sald that 1t was too dangerous, ete, We snuck outside
for a few moments anyway, and Tom got caught by Fuddle and he was gilven
Hell, Yusa and company stayed in that stuffy MP office and Earl's
mother got all excited and tried to bawl me out for not making the kids
behave, Tom met one of his old sailor customers from Mare Island 1n

the terminal bullding and the fellow sald helle teo him, The rest of
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the time we just sat around and gabbed with the MP's about the movie
stars, They treated us swell and were very nice to us. They even
took us on the train for Arizona through a special door so that we
would not have to stand around too much.

What a difference between the Daylight and the Argonaut. The
"A" was an old fashioned car and we had to sit in stuffy old seats,
It was a full train and every avallable seat had to be used. You can
imagine the torture we went through that night. The lights went out

around 11:30 and we tried to sleep. We could not put the shades up

because of the blackout regulations., Eml and I made a lot of cheese and

eracker sandwiches and passed them out to the Portuguese family who

were traveling with us. The rest of the time we just read of talked.
It was so damn hot just as soon as we hit LA, Tom finally got a card
playing board out and put it on the floor and slepton it. He slept
like a log. But he kept pushing out into the alsle and we had to keep
pushing him back in so that he would not get his head stepped on by
the people passing. Around 2:30 Earl, Tad, and I went to the ice room
between the cars and we got nice and cool. Earl had some grapefrult
julce and we iced and drank that. The train did not leave the State
until 3:30 and there was nothing but mlles and miles of desert, We
happened to be out there yet when we hit Yuma. The only thing notable
about that town were the neon signs advertising justices of the peace
for marriage ceremonies. We could of jumped off the train easily, as
they opened up to load on some more stuff, They unhitched the car
and we had to rush back inside our own so that we would not be left
behind. The moon and the stars were about the only things to look at

beside the desolate desert. For the rest of the night we slept very




fitfully.

Tom was a bit peeved the next morning because he lost his pearl
handled kmife. We made up by ordering a 1.25 breakfast and Fuddy got
mad at us. It started to get hot right away. I will start the
applications for your transfers immediately but you will have to go to
the hospltal and make them get sleeper accommodations for Mom and Pop
because they can not walk up and down those alsles and it will be too
hard for them to stand all of those discomforts mmd that we went
through,

The train did not arrive in Casa Grande until 10:30. Bob Spencer,
the fellow working on the UC project was there to plek us up and he let
us do a little shopping. You should have seen those townspeople crowd
around the doorway to look at us., Some of those little Indian girls
look just llke Japanese., We drove the 156 miles in an Army truck.
Fellpe, the Indian driver, was very good to us., He is a big 250 1b,
Indian and he sald that the Pima Indians sort of resented the Japs
moving in on their reservation., He sald that we were different from
the other Japs, because we spoke such good English.

It was hot as hell--102 degrees--but it felt like more. We were
all tired out and were anxious to get settled, but this was not to be
the case., Bob took us through Camp 1, This camp has about 6500 people
in 1t and 1s much more complete than ours, It was a very trying time
getting settled and our reactions were similar to that of the first
days of Tanforan, only we had the heat and the dust to contend with,

Yesterday, 1t was 98 degrees and the alde de camp here sald that 1t 1is

getting cooler daily. Naturally, we suffered much more because we were

not used to it., The best way that I can describe the heat is to compare
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1t to the peach pleking weather up at Marysville, only this heat

does not take so much out of a person. The fellow sald that he was
from Uteh where they were just setting up the camp there, and 1t was
almost es hot there. They have a blgger problem in that water 1s
scarce. You can realize that condltions will not be the same as
Teanforan--from the climatic point of view, But we are already getting

used to the weather, The evenings are nice. It cools down very

rapldly., The first night we did not use any blankets, but last night

we used one. There was a nice breeze blowing through. Tom has been
making himself very useful by running to the mess hall to get 1ice
water. I have to struggle with him from drinking too much, or else
he will ¥ get sick. Bette has bolled out the kettle so that we
could boll our water and Dr, Thomas has glven us diet instructions
and some medicine to prevent getting dlsentary.

The Army has been shoving people in here so fast that it has
been impossible for the Administration to house them adequately. Our
camp 1s very incomplete and looks discouraging because of all the dust
and ditches., They are putting the water lines in now and later on the
roads will be fixed up so that there will not be so much dust. A lot
of the barracks have to be bullt yet and until they are finished, the
people will have to double up, six to & room, There are about 75
square blocks in this camp. The High School and Administratlons
buildings have yet to be built. Later on, couples and families of
four will have separate places of thelir own. No screens have been
put up yet so that we have to contend with the flies and the bugs
attracted by our lights in the evenings. The rooms are fairly large

and much better than the barracks at Tanforan, The roofs have &
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double roof--that 1s, there 1s one roof with tar paper and then a
foot higher they have put on another slate or tiled roof, The walls

are of asbestos and they go all the way to the top. Later on they

will put in lawn and in the houses stoves and gas lines will be
installed,

We had to go to about 11 different places before they roungfa
place, Nobody wanted to take us poor eorphans, The housing head fin-
ally broke down and assigned us to & new unit, but he saild that another
couple would have to move in with us in a few days., I trled to get
two medium units for our family, but they would not give us a place
because of the crowded conditions. He sald that he would give us one
as soon as they finish building them. I think that I will be able to
get two four bed apartments.

To date, Emi and Bette definitely don't like 1t here, and they
have made many disparaging remarks about the place. Although they
have not sald so in words, they resent being brought here, But they
only 2o on a comparison with Tanforan, and the fellow from Utah sajs
we are much more luckier to be here, Since I have not been in Utah,

I don't ¥mow., Of course the attitudes of a person makes a lot of
difference., The Administration here 1s damned good, They plan to set
the place up on a ¢o-op basis and all profits will accrue to the
community., They don't have too many college Nisel around so that 1t
will not be a hard matter to get a job, I don't mow what I will be
going into yet. I am taking it easy to adjust myself first,

Tom and I hung a couple of the blankets up on the rafters so that
when and 1f a new couple have to move in, they can have the lower

third of the room. This is a lousy setup, but only temporary. The
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kids have been swell helping around and we have not had one big argu-
ment yet--which is pretty good considering the trying conditions whiph
we are under at first. From now on, the weather will be much cooler
and perhaps by next summer they will be acclimated to the heat, Of
course, you can realize that I am put in a difficult position, because
everything will be in comparison to Tanforsn, and not Utah, Eventually
the physical facilities here will be much better. We have better food
here, I think., We can take mllk home, No dishes to wash unless we
bring our own., Everything around the place 1s new equipment. I am
getting some cheese cloth from town i1f Bob can buy it and then we can
put it over the open windows, We haven't even opened up our blanket
roll yet. We take lots of baths (me too) so that we have been just
laying on the mattress and blankets (all new), There are odd varleties
of bugs, but I have not heard of any snakes or scorplons around the camp

yet, Felipe said that they have all been scared away. A lot of the

kids go up into the hills for plenles, There is no fence around the

place and only one military guard in each camp, There 1s perfect free-
dom to roam around between camps--3 and # mlles away--and no curfew
or roll calls or anything like that.

To the East of us, there 1s a large butte with a big water tower
located on top of it. Every block has rec halls, latrines, laundry,
mess halls, and ironing rooms, Each block has 14 buildings and each
building will house only four families, Space is very adequate and
there 1s much more privacy in the living guarters,

They have put searchlights and guards on the lumber piles so that
tx it is difficult to get lots of lumber, but I don't think that you

will have to worry too much about that. We will be able te collect




some, Last night we swiped some from the pile, Earl chickened

out on us and went to the scrap heap. Emil and Bette sure made a lot
of fuss over bringing home one two by four--you would have thought
that they were robbing a bank or something. We have collected about
7 of these nall barrels for seats and I have bullt a table with the
able supervision of brother Tom. He gives it his unconditional
approval and says that it is pretty good. I am not going to put up
a lot of stuff here as we will soon be moving out--as soon as you
arrive,

A lot of the people in thls area have built porches as an
additlon to thelr house. Most of them have made some sort of plat-
form or & bench to sit outside on. The latest fad 1s to plant cactus
gardens and one old man we saw 1s making a cement rock garden.

Most of the people in our district are from Turlock and quite
rural. Some of these mothers sit out in the porech breast-feeding
their babies, and they act quite countrified., Some of them have
bad manners and come wandering into our room without knocking so that
we are going to put a sign up. I ran into a Grant Shimlzu who says
he knows you, Alice. Jean Yamasaki lives around the corner from us.
Yukio Wada, Dr, Baba, Verlin Yamamoto, are some of the other former
Bay Area people.

Our 21 pleces of luggage has not arrived yet. When you come, be
sure to check everything except the absolute necessities, Jack, or

else you will have to be lugging everything. Emi and Bette were will-

ing, but they got tired. They dla pretty good though. Tell Pop that

there was only one hole in the floor and we covered it up with a

board., Everynight we shake the blankets out for bugs.
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I think that I will bulld a book case with some of that lumber
we got., There 1s not much use of bullding a closet for somebody else,
and besldes I would make a horrible job out of it, Alice, you had
better bring a lot of cotten cresses. Be sure to contact Dr, Thomas,
Alice, and I will initlate proceedings from this end so that we can
get together easily and with the minimum of red tape., Try to get a
doctor's certificate or approval to be moved in a couple of weeks so
that 1t will not be so hot by then and things will not be so incom-
plete around the place. Pop better bring some of his diet food on
the train and for a day or so here. I don't think that we will have
too much trouble getting him fixed up.

Can you tell the paper staff some of the detalls of the place?

I had to borrow this typewriter and I won't have time to write another
letter now, Give them my address so that they can send me the
Totalizer, And if you are there when the final edition comes out,
how about pleking up my 15 coples. There is not a camp paper around
here yet, W1ll write more detalls when I get around a little.

Love from all of us,

Chas,

Dear Mariko:

Perhaps you may be interested in reading this old letter that
we received from camp some time ago.

I haven't written because I'm busy as a bee, There's only about
three more weeks of this semester so I have to grind in order to renew

my scholarship., We have plenty of snow on the grounds but it isn't

too cold. Merry Christmas if I don't get a chance to send you an
official card. Jack




Aug, 2, 1943

Dear Chas:
Thanks for your letter letting me know just what has been

transpiring with the family. I received Alice's, or someboyds, tele-

gram but I didn't get the name because the message came in by phone.

At any rate I got the lmpression that Alice was on her way already.
I'm enclosing a letter for her with this one., Will you give it to

her wkth thi 1f she 1s In town. If she has already left, will you
forward it to her. By the way, where is Marike? I thought she was

in Chicago once again. I am glad to hear that the family is taking
Pop's death rather calmly because after all 1f one redllizses that death
is not really tragle nor disastrous but a natural process of nature,
it 1s nothing to be grief stricken about. Of course we regret it

when those near to us pass away, but we might as well be realistie
about it. Explain to the girls since they are more inclined to be
emotionally disturbed, especially Marike who 1s always so sympathetic
and consclentious., This all may sound quite cold hearted and appear
as a hard philosophy, but death 1s one of the natural functions of

the blological cyele of 1life. All living matter from the tiniest cell
to the complicated forms behave in the same pattern. Furthermore, I'm
sure that Pop would not want his children to mourn unnecessarily.,
Instead, as a tribute to him, tell the kids to be good to each other
and love one another, I'm sure that he would always want it that way.
Also tell them to be tolerant of each others faults as well as behng
thoughtful in their actions. Let the memories of him serve to remind

you to be conslderate, This 1sn't for the times they were inconsiderate
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to Pop, but let it not make them sorrowful. They can more than
compensate for it by being good to one another. If they would some-
times think of the advice and wisdom of him and 1f he could see us
in our worldly practices, I'm sure he would be able to rest in peace
to mow that he had done a job well in raising such a fine family
and that he had not left this earth in wvain,

Yours sincerely,

Jack

Furthermore, there is essentlally no such a thing as death. Rather

{t is a convenient way of expressing a particular phase of nature. We
are but elements of the world and at some time or other we must return
the elements so that other 1ife may continue. This is convenlently
done in what we call death, Unfortunately, soclety has inflated his
ego in thinking that he 1s something speclal and has conditioned himself
into sorrow after one is deceased, Some find consolution in convineing
himself with the idea of the exlstence of a soul., In spite of this he
st11]l tortures himself in mourning. Others make it a time of festlvity
and celebration that the person was fortunate enough to leave this
miserable world by passing away, I look upon it from a bilologilecal
standpoint and I pass it on to you, Forgive me if it 1is untimely

and totally wnecessary. I only mentioned all this so that the kids

could see life as it exists just in case there 1s a chance of miser-
able maladjustment due to emotional instabllity, although I am gquite

sure that there is no danger of this.




HOTEL NELSON, Rockford, Ill.
Thursday, 9/21/43

Dearest MarilkO:

I'm staying at thls hotel et present, and have been in bed all
morning, trying to get rid of the cold that I've had for the past
two weeks, The hotel itself is very nice - but the rooms need a
little redecorating, at least, thls one.

Mark met me at the station and we went to a show after checking

in at the hotel and saw Lana Turner and Robert Young in "Slightly

Dangerous” also "He Hired the Boss" with Stuart Erwin and Evelyn

Venable (at times she looked like Seesu),

Mark had to leave this morning at 5:30, so we had the operator
call us up. Unllike the Phoenix Hotel, they were right on time, so
he got there all right, I guess,

I'm golng to teke it easy today and start looking around tomorrow.

Rockford 1s a very nice town with a pretty good sized business
distriect, I like the atmosphere, as it seems so clean as compared to
Chicago.

You can write me ¢/o Mark at this address:

Cpl. Mark Satow, 39017422
Medical Company, 1625rd S,U,
Dispensary Branch, Disp. #10
Camp Grant, Illinois

By-the-way - I hate to do this, but would you give Toyo my clock
so that she can bring it up to me. As long as I am here 1t's all
right, but as soon as I find a sleeping room - we shall have to have
it, as Mark has to get up at 5:30 a.m,

This room costs me §1.75 per day as it is a single room without
bath. The bed is a 3/4 bed so Mark just comes in at night and no one
says anything. Practically "an affair”" - hmem-m! Maybe we didn't have
to get married after alll (Jokell)

Will write more anon . . . . Love, Alilce




Charles Kiluchi
Chicago September 30 --1943

Dear Mariko,

I heard you phoned and wanted us to visit you. We've been meaning
to for the past 2 weeks but Emiko and I are both in school now and boy, we study!
I had some trouble and I'll tell you all about it when we see you. Will you be
home Sunday? Maybe we ocan spend the day with you. Will you phone us before if you
have other plens? Otherwise, we'll come over Sun. aft. earlyl |

Love,
Bette
Hi! I've got my nose all the way down
in books studying! Never studied so hard in
all my life. See you on Sunday!

BEmi




HOTEL NhLSON Rockford i11ls
October 1, 1945

Dearest Mariko:

Am on my way out to eat dinner, so this won't be very long. I'm
settled in a sleeping room at $6.50 a week for both of us - and we roam
around the house as we please as there ls only one other outsider - a
girl named Mary Smith - a waltress wilth red halr. She works from 10-7
80 I don't see muech of her,

The weather has been perfect up till today and 1t's rather gloomy -
looks llke rain.

We had planned to come in thils weelkend, but Mark is C.,Q, (Charge

’
of querters) Sat, and can't even come to town, so it will probably

be noxt weekend, I have to plck up my ahoes, hats, curlers, and some
stuf anyway - so you'll be seeing us soon.

The first day I was here the women of the nelghborhood gave her
a surprise baby shower, so I was invited to the refreshments., She 1is
a small person of Germsn extraction - a little shy, but very consider-
ate, and expecting around November. He 1lsn't a bad looking fellow,
Although he has a stomach, and xhe drives Mark to camp occaslionally,

I walk to twon, so you can see 1t isn't too far out.

By the way, I phoned Helen Matsunaga, and met her ome night at
the cdepot. I wouldn't have lmown her if 1t hadn't been for Mark -
because the only time I saw her was at 4:00 a.m, and she was already
in bed - and left early the next morning, We plan to have dinner
together someday soon. She was s0 surprised that I was Mrs, Mark
Satow - and wondered when it all took place,

Enclosing your letters that Mark had - I think Charlie wanted
them, didn't he?

Better I go before 1t rains - Adios - will write more later.

Love, Alice

Did our tolilet with dlarrhea get rixed? And diad Yoshl's sister come and




October 16, 1943

Dearest Mariko:

Just a few lines to ask how things are coming along at the new
apartment, and how you are - don't work too hard! Have you moved in
officlally as yet?

Last night Mark came home early to take me to see "Gone With the

Wind" again, as it was playlng at a nelghborhood theater. We both

en joyed 1t very much - and not much of it was cut out, so it was Jjust
as good as the flrst time. I enjoyed the music especilally - right now
as I write this I'm listening to a symphony over the radlio, and as
there 1is no one in the house but me, and silence outside, I can write
without distraction,

Yesterday I worked for a half day at 623 an hour, doing some typ-
ing, ete., for a man, and earned $2,75 in about 3 hours. I'm going to
help him out again on Monday and maybe more - until he catches up on
his work. I really went to see about another Jjob in the same building,
but he was leery about hiring a wife of a soldier, since they come and
go so much, I told him that Mark was here more or less permanently,
but he didn't want to take a chance., So, as it goes, I'm not working
as yet - and not in too much anxiety about it until I start thinking
of my Christmas shopping. Thank goodness, the stores open until 9 on
Saturdays, due to the soldlers and defense workers.

Had a chance to work at Rockford Women's College at 100 a month
plus lunches, but am not sure I'll take it, as there is no chances of
advancement. The work isn't bad, and nlice atmosphere, but Mr, Smith
of the WRA thinks I can do a little better,

Mrs. Truschel pulled a fast one on us and had her baby while Mark

and I were in Chicago over the weekend (she wasn't due until next month)
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and her poor husband who just had a furlough to go pheasant hunting in
South Dakota, had to rush back by plane, The baby 1s only 4} 1lbs.,

and she will come home tomorrow (Sunday) without the baby, as it has

to stay in the hospital for another day or so. So, being that I'm not
working, I cook breakfast for Sgt. T. and myself, and keep an eye on
the house in exchange for breakfast.

Sorry I didn't get to see more of you while in town - but things
are always 8o hectlc when one has a limited time - and staying with
Yuri gave me less of an opportunity, as I would hang around and talk
to her,

Well, at least I got a chance to say helleo to you and to C,B, and
E., - besldes the rest, so I'm satisfied, Probably the next time I get
a chance to visit wlll be around Thanksgiving.

When I went out to the college, I looked Helen Matsunaga up, and
spent the rest of the day with her - eating dinner in their dining hall -
from 3 to 10 p.m. We got acquainted much more - I've only seen her
once before - and only for a few minutes down at the depot. I wouldn'tg
have kmown her if Mark hadn't told me who she was,

Guess I've wrltten enough for now - belng that you probably won't
answer anyway - say hello to George - Sho - ete., and let me mow how
the romance comes, You'd better go easy - as George ls pretty unpre-
dictable, and don't let yourself in for idle gossip., Alse, I hope you
are pretty well settled, so that you won't be wearing your welcome out
at different places.

Bye for now, Love, Allce,
Mark says hello - you should have seen him at the Arragon in
e¢lvilian clothes - outfitted by courtesy of Kinoshita - Ikeda, Ine.
Found the plcture among some letters,

This postecard came to me. But it's for you so you'd better call at
the Chestnut Street Statlon to get it before they lose track of it.




Charles Kikuechi October 2, 1642
Chicago

Dear Mariko,

Today while I was at the chow line a cook asked me, if I'd like to hear
some r ecords, that he had bought at, Abiléme, I readily said, that I'd would
very much, and so in the evening I went to his tent, He was already playing
some of the records, and so I just laid myself down in a bed next to his, The
records that he had were; Tschaikowsky's "Fifth" and "Fourth,"™ Brahms' which
I hive already forgotten the name of, Schubert's "Unfinished," Beethoven's "Fifth,"
and one of César Franck's pieces, Of course, he had only four records, so the
different records were just the largo or the best parts, When I heard Beethoven's,
"Fifth," I thought of Chicago, Remember it? I believe it was the sscond night;
do you remember while goind back we sang, "One Fine Day," from Madam Butterfly?
Tonight while I was listening to the musie, especially Tschaikowsky's musie, I
began to feel very melancholy, The English Horm with it's soft and weak feeling
bub yet it gives you a feeling that you are in a great mist looking for something;
the music so weak and yet so full of life, Ofwords I think thatI'll never be able
express myself, It gives me a feeling that it is one of the worlds unkmeown to
man a8 yot, and it will remain so for eternity., Something that your natural
instinet tells you is there and yet you can't find it, I get a feeling that artist
hove tried to find it in some of their drawings, but it is as yet unknown to us,
We can only feel it in musie, Maybe, I'm wrong for who lmows that in the future
a genius may come to this world and be able to solve this thing that is so mysterious,
Remember that fellow, Soott, I think, if he listened to music he might have gotten
a little closer to that thing that which he sought, Of men like me; I cannot get
the feeling just by thinking, I must have the help of a genius or a great man
to even get to half-seed that way, As far as Scott goes, he might have been a great
man unknown, He seemed to have tried in vain, but even if he did not find it,
he has gotten closer to it than others, To think that things like these take
8o long to progress, And if there is progress in it the field is so large that
you would not even notice it, Take some of the phiosophy, has it made sny great
progress since that of Plato's time? And now look at phileosophy} It has parted
to many brenches and is doing it's progress in sciemce's view point, The old
way of doing %o, in the ways of Greek origin is fading, for that way it is
meking the least progress, Of course, do not misteke me by thinking that there is
no progress being made, As a matter of fact, men like Kante and so forth have
done a great deal to it's progress, but what I mean is, for the pressnt world
it is d together too slow, That of science can be acocomplished by logiecs and
theory. Something that has some proof and basis, That it gives a reparation
to the old ways,

Well, there I go trying to s ay something and saying nothing, Every time
I try to do something like this I always make a blunder of it, Every time
I should really relinquish myself from this kind of thing, Besides,my vocabulary
is no good at all, I can't seem to sey what I want to with words, Any maybe
if I did know more words than I do now, I mi-ht be yet lost., Just think
life is so short and we rush at everything we see, and yet when wedie we find cut
that we have accomplished nothing.

As for my of Leomardo I finally got to the part where I'm enjoying it. He
seams to have the usual trouble of a great man, What I think is, that he knew too
much for his time, Take his drawings away from him amd say that he only had his
intellect., I might even say that he would have made a very good ecitizem right
now, But come to think of it, if he had not lived then and thought as he did, we
might not have the knowledge that we can claim from books now, Then we would not
have foreseen his ability, Maybe, it is us who are holding up progress of science?




Charles Kikuchi
Chicago October 2, 1943

I will not say amymore of this matter for 1'll get myself all cornered up.

It is funny to think that in lonesomeness there is much that is hidden,
You would think that loneseomeness could kill you, and yet if you look at all
the great men, they were alone, Oh! I know what you are going to say. That there
is a woman who is there to help all the time, Frankly, I agree with you, Women
have given a lot to this world, But, while having and enjoying the compamy of
his love, there must be another world in which he strides. Not of worldly things,
but it would be coming back to the subject: the thing, Some great natural instinet
of something supermatural, I think that women have a feeling of it themselves,
To got into this you can only be alone, You know, Marike, I think I'm going to
go into another cirecle, so I'll quit right now,

I1'd better cdlose now for it's getting very late, so until the next
time, good bye and pleasant dresms,

Love,




11694 Crosby
Roeckford, Ill,
10/26/43
Dear Slster:

1. Vhy don't you send in your change of address?

2. Have you started housekeeping in your new place?

3, What's the address?

4, How's Yoshi?

6. How's George?

i = Sho?

7. Are you working, If so, where?
If not, why not?

8, What's new?
Note: The above may be angwered by posteard,
Addenda
1. We'll be in again pretty soon - sometime after pay day.

2, No housekeeping room or apartments available, so we shall
be here for a little while longer.

5., Started working at $26.00 a week for the first two weeks - after
that - who knows? I don't.

4, Ty Chuman says hello - met her on the bus - she lives near this
vieinity someplace.

6, Ditto Helen Matsunaga - her motherinsistor and brother living

here. Silster Setsuke soon to joln Charlie's Research group -
80 will probably be in Chicago soon,

6, Time to go to bed, I get up at 6:30 - in fact 5:30 - get
Mark up - and by the time he finally gets up - it's time
for me to get up. Work from 8 to 6§ - eat downtown and then
come home to sew, read, or write letters till Mark comes home,
Bye - more anon as the news comes up , . . . I'm somewhat sketchy,
I know, but I just got thru writing Mrs. I.P, Collins (she wrote me
first), Charlie, Jack and Dr, Thomas long letters and I'm tired. So long.

Love, Alice
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at 55¢ inastead, and now I get 58¢ an hour, plus time and a half over-
time, (8 hrs, Sgturday) starting tomorrow.

Mark is back at the Statlion Hospltal now, as he probably told you,
and may work 24 hours at a time, and get 24 hrs, off, That means that
he'll be off every other day from noon to noon of the next day.

How's the Xmas shopping coming? I'm all through with the Kikuchl's
except for Miyako, Tom and Mom, and through with a few others. Be sure
to get your stuff early so that you can send off your packages In plenty
of time., Especlally the Arizona ones and Californla ones.

Well, thanks for your hospitality - write me when you get a chance.

Hello to all,

Love, Allce,

P.S, What did Mariko say sbout the check. I wrote her - have

seen her since?




November 1, 1641

T4=l=A
Rivers, Arizoma
vov., 1, 1041 (1948)

Doar Emiko, Dette and Charley,

I finally decided to write a letter didn't I? Vell, first I want to thank
Charley for the airplane ploturcs, There protty good and they came just at the
right time to because I mede a reflectorescope that reflocts the rioture big on the
-11.

I'm & puard on & football team called the (mele and female) Blackhewks, Our
swoat shirte woere dyed all black end we have "Blackhevk" peinted on the beck, Ve
might paint a pioture of a blackhewk on the front thet looks like this, (Pioture)

Did you hear that Deverley Watanabe had twine?
I have to do & Blology experiment so I'll stop,
The most lovable brother anyone could have,
Tom
P.5., Notice the typing paper, That's because I take typing now,

P.8.8, Ve got the candy, pins, sugar, snaps, ete, today, Nov, 10, My letter is
gort of late isn't it?

Miyako ga namailki ni movies no magagin nonkea kei hagima mashita yo .




November 9, 1943

Dear Emlko San

Tabil tabl otegaml arigato gozal masu domo Tom mo Miyako mo ason
de bakarl lkura minnani chlyol chiyol tegami o odashl no sal goto
11 maguga, Mama no omoyonl shinal node komari masu.

5 1b. sugar, candy, chocolet, shiyashin honto nil arigato gozal

mashita Emiko Jo Tom gane giil Emiko wa Nippon go ga tal hen jozu

sesu ne--to kan shin shite 1masu. Xono goro wa sukoshi samuku
narl mashl tayo, malasa hayaku okirale masuka? Dan dan samuku
naruto yoku kilo tsukete kaze o hlka nai yoni shite kuda salyo.
School work ga taku san demo amarl malban osoku neru to blyokl
(sick) ni nari masu.

(Tetsu Shlota) nl minna ano toki no mono o okuri mashi taka? Mrs.
Shiota ga Mrs, Sato nil (Tetsu ga iro iro Emiko Kara okute moral
mashita to tegaml o yoko shitl temo otsuke mono) no koto ga kal
te nal kara doshlta no kato yute imasu kara Emi kara sugu ni
tegami o dashlte sugu Mrs. Shiota nl tashl kanl Emiko kara moral
mashlta koto o shoshl sase nasal,

Aa kuta blleta. Korede yame masu.

Betty. N. nl yoroshlku ne.

Mariko never give me letter long time tell (hallo to her) but I
do not send letter long time too

How 1s Alice? She give same time but I don't answer long time

too. I am very busy now.




TRANSLATION

Dear Emiko

Thank you very much for your letters. Tom and Miyako are playing
all the time and I have reminded them to write to you but they
seem to be busy and they don't write as I wish them to.

Thank you for the five pounds of sugar, candy, chocolate, photo-
graphs. Tom 1s surprised at Emiko's Japanese. It 1is now getting
cold down here. Can you get up early every morning? As the days
get colder I hope you will all take care of yourself. Since you
have a lot of school work I hope you go to bed early every night.
I don't want you to get sick.

D1d you send those things to Tetsu Shiota? Mrs. Shiota told Mrs.

Sato that she received word from Tetsu that he received many

from Emiko. Will you write to Mrs, Shiota right away about the

tsukemono,
Oh, but I am tired., I think I will end here.

Dilom

mn

Give my regards to C.




Camp Grant, Illinois
Nov, 15, 1943

Dearest Emiko:

Just trylng to get a few lines off before golng to bed. As you
can see by the date this 1s our 6 months anniversary, so Mark bought
me & box of candy, and I bought him a couple of Irish linen hankles.
He called for me at my working place, and we had dinner together,
After we did a little shopping, we came home and since kt is still a
little too early to go to bed - he's trylng to write an essay on
"How to save men - money - material - or time for the U,S, Army,"
while I try to catech up on my letter writing.

First of all - thanks a lot for the nice rug you made for us,
It's really a nilce present, and now we simply have to get an apartment,
or house - so we can use it., Mary Smith, the red-haired girl who lives
here in the same house « liked it so well, she says she would like one
Just llke it - gsame color and pattern - or something with the same colors
in it, and is willing to pay for the yarn plus some profit to you for
making it. Tell me first how much the yarn cost, and I'll tell you
what you can charge for it. Anyway - figure a $2.50 profit for your-

self for making it if the yarn cost over $56.00 and if the yarn was

o
only about $3.00 you can charge her $6.00 or §7.00 because she sald she

would be willing to pay sbout $8.00 for a rug like that if she bought
it in a store. Let me know and I'll tell her., That is - if you have
the time to make it - with all your homework and housekeeping.

Oh yes - today, the boss called me in agaln and said that I was
such a good worker, and willing to do everything asked of me, ete., so
he was golng to raise me another 3¢ an hour, I started at 50¢ an hour,

but when the first pay day came along, they said they had started me




Dearest Mariko -

Your letter came only a few hrs, after I malled mine so I went
back to the block managers and got 1it.

I'm glad you liked the pajamas and slippers, and if you want any-
more, Just say the word as it only takes me about 2 hrs., to make them.
Very simple too., By the way, if you have time, why don't you just sew
an extra thlek padding, and snap it on to the bottom of the slippers...

then when you get in bed, all you'll have to do is unsnap it, and get

in - slippers and all, They're supposed to be worn in bed too. Opr

else you could brald some old material together and sew it on to the
bot tom,

Weather here was pretty cold but it's bearable, It's just like in
Valle jo except that we had no stoves here. Now they're in, and are they
nice looking. 011 stoves, and the oll truck goes by every day and you
can get as much as you want., Later on I belleve 1t'll be limited, but
now it's "all you can get.," Today it's as windy and dusty as heck -

80 windy that the pipe chimney on the roof just fell off.

We heard thet Seesu was living with you through her sister Annie.
She's nice looking, and all the girls say "she doesn't look like she's
been married 5 yrs. does she?"

I heard also about Angle's date with you on Thanksgiving day through
different sources, I don't blame you for getting mad at him though,..
belleve me, I would tool Oh well, I guess he can't help it because
he's not so bright. Bette and I both agreed that we wouldn't like to
marry him even if he 1s tall good looking etec., He's just like a child
to me - why, even I feel older than him whem I talk to him, Mushy too!

Always wants to kiss me and Bette, Nuts!




Alice didn't tell us anything about that letter from Jackson, but
Jackie wrote to Chas. about i1t. 8She was plenty sore. I couldn't
figure out why either until I heard about the letter, I like Angelo

though because he's considerate ete. to us, I think he'll be happy

‘with Alice., Don't you? There's a boy who lives on our block who Allce

met a few days ago, and everytime he comes around, me and Bette scram
so that we won't be Introduced to him...,then we don't have to say
"hello" to him everytime we see him, Men-dokie-sal huh?

In a way, I'm glad Jackie isn't around anymore, because everytime
we had a fight with Chas, he go on Chas, side which made him think he
was all the more right, Then he's switch to our side when from the
beginning he didn't even know what the fight was about, One time he
carried it too far...that was when Chas, hit Allce - he nearly hit me
that night too cuz I stuek up for Allce., If he was, Jackle said he was
going to hold him back with his feet since he was lying on my bed.

(I was in bed), It was kinda funny the last time though...after Chas.
hit me, Tom comes running in barefooted in his nightle and says he'd
better watch out and quit hitting me or else, Chas, sald "shut up"

and he sald "shut up yourself" and ran back in bed, He told me after-
wards that he dldn't like the gleam in C's eyes, so he softly sald

"shut up yourself" and ran! Remember, don't tell Chas, or Allce anything
what I told you, or if you do mentlon 1t, don't tell them who wrote to
you about it. Allce will probably tell you about it anyway since she'll
be leaving for Chicago very soon, She nearly spolled our chances of
having pop brought ‘down here, but Charlie fixed it up. Even if he

does get mean, ete. he sure does a lot for us. He stlll feels that we

take him as an outsider though. Camp lifel! Fooey!




Henry Fujili 1s the one who lived next door to us in Tanfo.
What was the glrls name? I heard from Henry about a week ago.

I don't think I want to go out as yet so soon after Allce,
because there's no one at home then., Mom isn't exactly well yet,
and when pop comes, the hospital is only taking him for a month or
so., Maybe even less. That we'll have to see -- 1.e. when the time
comes, But that machine operating does sound very interesting. You
see, I'm going into Camouflage Net work this week, so I can make
some money to go to school on, They pay this way: $16.00 (the
regular wage around here) plus §10 bonus (for working on that pro-

ject....it's not connected with the WRA. It's just like outside

employment) plus $10 or so from the pot, (It isn't fair to pay Jjust

the C. Net workers about $956 per month (the real wage) since it's
for Nisel's only, so they give us a certain sum and put the rest

{n the community pot. Then that pot is divided among all the
workers in the camp, which will be about $10 as above mentioned),
plus so-much more per square foot that you do over 1,000 sq. ft.

per day. Some teams (works by teams of 6) made 1,200 sq. ft. on
their second day. I'll try that job for awhile since 1t pays

about $50 per month (average) 2 days off a week too, Mom 1s worried
about the financlal side because we don't have very much to our name,
and she even wants to work herself, but we won't let her, She's not
well enough yet. Since you said that job will last till April or
so, I think it would be better for me to think of getting out then.
By then everything will be more or less settled, amnd it won't be

too soon after Alice's departure, Don't you think I'm doing right?




I']1]l start those spirals as soon as I order the yarn. Okay?
They're fun to make,

The sweater that Bette got for me was too small, so I was going
to change it to a larger size but there wasn't any colors that I
liked, so instead I'm golng to get some materlal to make another
sult, This'll be a small checked material. The style 1s like
this:

DIAGRAM

Long jacket, no color, pleated skirt. Nice and easy to make. I

love my other. It's navy blue, I wore 1t New Years with a white

scarf, a corsage (imagine - sweet peas - they were nice) and I fixed

those combs you sent us with the ribbons...I put silver dust on 1t
and 1t looked nice.
Trying to get Bette to sew and snit but she can't be bothered.
Miyako does much better on them than Bette.
Gotta close now - only 20 more letters to write.
Love from all to you,
Love,

Emi




Dear Mariko:

Just to wish you a very happy birthday. I'm sorry I have
not been corresponding regularly with you. I hope things are
going well with you as I know they must. If I kmow you well enough,
I can imagine that you are making the most of your stay in Chicago.
There is not much use of you hearing all about our stay at Tanforan -

you probably got the Totallzer which covered most of the events.

We have been here a week now. It has been rather hot, but

after we adjust ourselves to the climate we will not notice it

much. The winters here, they say, are very mild. Physical con-
ditions at the center are definitely incomplete, but the administra-
tion is very good., By the time the rest of the family gets here
there undoubtedly will be many improvements. The kids have been
swell so far and they are gradually getting used to the place.

Allice may be in Chicago soon. She says that she 1s planning to go
out. I belleve that she will come here first before leaving.

I met some fellow from Hawail who was on the way to the U, of
Chiecago, so I gave him your address to look you up. You probably
know all the Niseil in Chicago by this time, By all means, let
well enough alone and don't come to camp - you would definitely
rebel against it and there would be nothing for you. Jack may go
out to school later., I will stick around for the time belng.

Well happy birthday again and take care of yourself.

Love, Charlie.
P.S. Pardon short note.

I am doing research work for U, of Calif, here and also may be
a soclial worker or else teach in the H,S.




