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January 4, 1945 

Dear Marikos 

Well, after all this time, you have finally written to us, and 

•o without hesitation I shall answer your letter and tha nk you for 

the Christmas present at the same time« 

All is well with the whole family, and what a relief to be a ble 

to say so. We have all taken our turns at being an Invalid, a nd 

now the round seems to have been complete. Mom is up and seem s to be 

pretty well, but has to take it easy for a long while yet and is n ot 

supposed to strain herself with any hard work, so all of us get 
together, sometimes with a little persuasion, and do the work  tm 
together, yes, even Charlie. We do all the washing, sweepi ng, mopping, 

and the general housework, and Mom has had a lot of time to oatoh up 

with all of the sewing she has wanted to do for all these years . And 

she may as well take advantage of the leisure time, because * hen Pop 

eomes here, her work will become more intensified, and wrap ped up with 

his care. 

Ouess you might be intererested in knowing that my release has 

finally came in and all I have to do now is wait for a permit. I 

applied about a month ago to the American Friends Service Co mmittee 

for a secretarial Job in a social service agency, and in abou t two 

or three days I reoeived an answer which stated that there wa s an 

opening and was I interested. I wrote back that I would accep t the 

Job, and then started proceedings on this side with Toshi Kaw ai, 

Shig 1s brother. He said that I should be able to get out relativel y 

soon, in about three weeks time, because I had no past conne ctions, 

and not much to investigate. True enough, in less than thre e weeks 

my release came in, and now all I do is wait for the permit to  come 
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In, and Landward, Charlie's ex-boss says he «111 wire for th e permit 

to eome In, and It should be In In about a week's time, slnoe they 

mall It baok. I was going to drop In on you and surprise you, b ut 

It's too muoh trouble that way, you know, things don't alway s work 

out the way you want them to* In the meantime, I am very busy ge tting 

my olothes In order, and packing* I have to admit though th at I have 

very little In the way of warm elothlng, and the money I earn ed work-

ing for Bob will come In handy* I made more than If I had been work-

ing at a 16 or 19 dollar Job, but this was something special. In cid-

entally, Bob left us due to his draft number coming In, and J ust re-

turned last Sunday, after a 10 day absence* He Is trying to get de-

ferred, because he Is doing some important work for the evacu ation 

and resettlement program, however he won't be able to tell for a month 

or so, so he oame baok to finish up whatever he could In the mea ntime. 

Now that I have a job there and will be coming out In about a 

oouple of weeks, what Information can you spare about how to get to 
. 

you and so forth. Personally, I think I'll jist go to Chicag o, and 

take a taxi to your place, then you and I can think of some thin g 

else to do about lodging, baggage and so forth. After I get there. 

As for lodging, I think if I got a room somewhereas near you, it 

would be less trouble than if I tried to move in on you and Se esu. 

Your landlady would want to increase the rent If someone e lse moved 

In with you, so don't you think it would be better to get a sep arate 

place? Maybe you oould put me up the first oouple of nights, and 

then the Friends committee would help me find an inexpensive room. 

Gosh, now that the time has finally arrived for me to join you , 

I am terribly exolted, and it seems almost incredible. I sha ll 

leave here with a mind at rest, knowing how things are, and t hat 
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Charlie will be here to take care of every thing. I just coul dn't see 

things dearly before, but now that enough time has elapsed I can s ee 

things a little differently. And Mom Is much more relieved that I was 

here all this time, because at first she was a little worried about how 

things on the outside were, and now that I am going to join you , she 

feels muoh better that you won't be all alone In a strange cit y. 

Marlko, I know that you and Angelo did not click off right off 

the bat, and that you undoubtedly had a lot of arguments and spats, 

but let's forget It now that It's all over with, and not ment ion It when 

I get there, because after all, I do love the guy, and I am goi ng to 

marry him, and so nothing you say will change that, and we m ight as 

well let all of the unpleasantness be forgotten and start  things with 

a clean slate. I know how you feel about him, and I know how he feels 

about you, and so I don't think we'll have to bring up any of the old 

discussions that you may have had with him. I want us to get b ack that 

old good feeling of sisterly love, and any arguments over him won't do 

It any good. After all, we are different In nature and so fort h and we 

both like different types of people so neither one of u s should feel 

that we could orltlolze any of the other's friends. Anywa y, you pro-

bably won't have to stand seeing much of Angle because his n umber is 

probably up and he'll have to go Into the army pretty soon. 

By the way, Paul has written me several times, and he seems  to 

think that you don't care to write to him, and so why not dro p him a 

line or two every once In awhile, he seems to be pretty lonely. He 

sent us all a box of candy for Christmas, and has written that he Is 

now attending college. He may get an Instructors' Job at the  University 

of Michigan and so maybe we might see him someplace In the ne ar vicinity 

sDon. I do hope he gets the Job, because It Is a wonderful ch ance for 
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him* 

I have another present for you whioh I Just finished recen tly and 

will bring It to you personally, also a present from T 0m that he Is 

finally finishing. The family all chipped In to get some wo ol batting 

for a quilt that Mom made, a very nice looking thing, and the n at the 

last minute we got a notice that there was a shortage of cott on and they 

oould not fill the order, gee, I sure am sorry that all of t hese thing» 

have to be delayed, especially when you sent us such nice gifts* I love 

the golashes and they look rather wicked. I'll probably need  them in 

Chicago* 

Joan Fontaine Is now on the radio in "Suspicion", so if the le tter 

is a little scattered in thought, you can blame it on that. I  just re-

turned from the hospital a little while ago, and when Emi s howed me 

your long long letter, I decided to answer right away. You ha ve owed 

me several letters, and a lot of explanations to different  things, but 

I guess those things can wait and I'll try to put down all of t he things 

I would have told you sooner, had you answered all of our le tters. 

I have been terribly rushed, because on top of working for Bob 

and Charlie, I made a lot of Xmas presents, was usher at Sac hi's 

wedding, and a lot of other things came up at the same tim e. I know 

that you will forgive me for my lack of letters beoause the t ime 

really goes by on wings, and there isn't muoh time to do anyt hing else 

after one does a little washing, mending, and so on. Sachi ha d a very 

nice quiet wedding, and today is her last day at Honeymoo n Cottage. 

They move into their own apartment tomorrow morning. Sachi w as so 

nonchalant about the whole thing, we almost expected her to walk up 

the aisle with her knitting'. 

Charlie has been awfully busy these days, there are so ma ny 



developments turning up, and this place has had a little unr est these 

days. About a couple of weeks ago, some Kibel tried to bea t Charlie 

up, and did he run to avoid trouble• I don't get the idea behi nd all 

of the developments of Kibel and Issei getting together and complaining 

about things and trying to start trouble all the time* 

Well, the way my brain is functioning it's no use writing a l ong 

letter, because I can't think of all of the things Iw anted t o tell you« 

Toshi and I see a lot of each other, and she wants you to kn ow how much 

she enjoys the hot water bottle. She'll write you herself , but in the 

meantime, she wanted me to tell you first* She's pretty big n ow, and 

it won't be long now, so is Mimi• 

Will  close now, and thanks a lot for the galoshes and ribbons « 

I am amazed at your ingenuity—they are really original and  cute. And 

don't you like the pajamas Emi sent you? She really did a nic e job on 

all of them. She made Miyako and me one too, Bette too, and b esides 

that, she made Doris a pair too* 

My teeth bother me—sorry I can't write a more interesting let ter 

to you, but my mind is a complete blank from the shook of gett ing a 

release, and from my trip to the dentist* 

See you soon, 

Alioe 

Charlie is very pleased with the books but hasn't had much ti me to 

read them, because he too, alas, has succumbed to — "funny b ooks" 

and you should hear the scorn in his voice when he used to sc old Tom, 

and Bette for getting so engrossed in them. 

Mom likes her hot water bottle and so does Saohi—Miyako is i n 

the air with her doll—she's wild over it, and so am I* 



Charles Klkuahl 
Chicago 

USfESBL Jkaiftiy 4| 1945 

Dearest Marlkoi 

Juot a fe« lineo to thank you loada íbr thiMll slippors» Al io© gptn me 
ene too, but Z oan ahngr* u m them «round here beoause the sroun d ««ri out ihOM f  
slippors» oto»« «o £kat* Thanio loadal 2 hope the nightie X na da fita you okay 
too« Aliti aaid lt good far oold plaaaa suoh aa Chicago, a o I hopa lt cornee In 
handy« lllyako la oertainly wild about har doli» Honaatl y« they play house ali 
doy long «ith lt« Xt aura la darllng thougji» Tea oan hardl y «alt to start hia 
plana ••• ha doaan't «ant to apoil lt ao Albert (ToOhi'a hubb y) proniaad ta holp 
hia moke lt« Ali thooo big boya play vith Toa'i toyo or oana ov er and the first 
ttting thay do la to ba on the bed with a funny booki Oaa«  Batta* a  mittens aro 
auto« llariko«  ?tien  you have time« wiU you got me  ODO like thi, and 1*11 sand 
you the money when you vrlta and tali ma how mueh thay aoat « Othor presanta X 
got «arai (1) Material far a ault from Chas» ««« X nada lt for t he H«v Tsar 9a Ivo 
danoa starting the day before ««« lt*s a «ondar X got lt dona« X had to aiag at tho 
danaa and dldn*t have a&ything to «ear ao X mada the ault« Tha d anoa «aa a lot 

of fun — In bed at 2 a #m* V/as X aloapyt (2) Maoaroni neoklace from Toahl geo« 
lt aura la auta «»» bunoh type» (3) SÌ'p from Ploranoa — Alia n Oaa f a vi fa* X 
didn't expeot axything from bar «« inoldentally« thay had a  baby rooently •• girl 
manad Prisoilla« X think I f ll make har baby a hot and shoa aat« Oaan Hall had a 
baby boy« Joo Chun« Doris 1 husband la {pine luto tha anqy thìa moniti« (4) SUpperg 
and blouse from Aliao« (6) Slip from Doris«  (6)  Sweater« (Vheok for boy 1 a) from Bette, 
(7) Box of ohooolotaa from Shig in Utah«  (8) Bao orda from Toahl In Utah oaop« ha f a 
tha one aho X triad to help Batta out vith by kaoping him compa ny and ha goea 
and  Í;OTS  a o ruoli on mei lian  al  ITO T (0)  Cuta "Fiuta 1* lapel pin from Paulina Sarsaxnta« 
(10) Rio te from Dolores» (11) Silver apoon lapel pin from Bob  Spencer« (12) Soarf 
from axey legami (Saohl*a ais ter ««« Bachi and Henry llit taar got married last week» 
Klee Tjodding ««» aparta ••• va «ore uaharattaa«) nianhe fbr tha outa rlbbons too» 
They(re just ahat X «aa gettine short on and aura oame in han dy» Oy tha wsy, X 
«ondar if Jaokie'e presenb got to him through that boy «ho g ara them tha party? 
M i and Sa« Year's day «ara nioo» Ha had duok on tha lottar d ay and toifeay on Xaas» 
Xt «aa daoliaioua« 

Tao Imo«« Chas«« la gotting awfully usan noaodaya« Don't non ti on this to 
ila nowt The othor night ha had aa orgisMat «ith moa and Just beoause aba got 
mal«  He come into our room and turnad the radio on full blaat» (Xt « oa about lltSO 
p»a») Wo didn't aay anything and atayad In bed» but finally X oouldn't stand lt 
so X «ant into tho next room, Allea «ant In and triad to tura it off but ho 
«ouldn* t  lat her» so aha carne back beoauae sha aaid ha looked like h e «aa golng 
to hit her» Thon  l 'Iyoko  atartad to ovy aad aaid aha oouldn't sleep» ao X̂ onb 
In and told hia to tura lt levar ao ho told me to ahut up« s o X turned lt off and 
ha turnad lt on agaln this «ant on about 8 timos and finally X yanked tha «ira up« 
and ha jvapad up aad soeked no« X «oa ao aad and ehi veri ng ali ovar that X didn't 
oven hit book» Tfhat a britiaa X had on ay check» That «as j ust a day before Xana 
tool X i gnor ed hia after that» but lt spoiled tha boli day spiri t aa X told him 
to forget lt« Theo juat befara New Yeara ho makaa Batta gat aa d at him so thero 
«oa that foany air around ua agaia» Today ha hita Tom beoa uae ho «os alo« la 
gatting dressed far breakfast» That «aa tho aaoond time h a hit aa» and ha hit Allea 
o noe in Tanfo aad nearly knoekod her glaasaa off ««» X guaaa  you board about that» 
Ooe» no« X  knovv  «hy you oan't got along «ith him ao «oli« X nOver bava good times 
at d anees or partios ato« cause ha praetioally croes escam i noe aa «han X gat home» 
Thon «han ho gata aad at aa ha aaya X don*t do enough «ork« but ahen ha f a not aad 
at me» ho aaya to take lt aa^ aad lot Batta do sana of lt» Ihat p uta Batta in an 
oakaard spot» We have mora fights  vsfoen  ho 9a around ous ha gaaa to Betta« Allea« 
noca»  and me and talla ua oli scoething about eaeh othor to aake ua a ad» Oh« «oli« 



Charles Klkuahi 
ChiOagO 

t Januar/ 4 f  IMS 

Z guaaa he  raeans  well — • 

Flash! M m Yoaasaki (Mirikey's old gal) le sort of going  around «Ith 
Bob, Doos lt loci- funry — lt looks llke this (pioture) h e*s soo big and ehe 
ls soo srnll« 8hasa id aa heob hara so aha*a rarning after Beb« Of oo urse* 
that , s flattering to hin, bat ha doesn't lmow läatU «hat sln oa ha'a angaged to 
this girl in Berkeley. 

Z' B going into the Camouflage Hat Projaot on  Wed.  of thia waak ••• lt 
pays dorn good so «vn if it'a sort of  monotonous,  I f m going to stick to it so I 
oan ouki  I M  money to go out to sehool later* 

Wall« enough said for now so I f ll olooo. Happy New Taar and love to you 
fr cm us all« Toahi juat oame in ••• aha seys hallo and will write soon, 8ha 
sura ia wall 

Write nowt 

Lava« 

Bniko 



UETTEK 

Chorlos Kikuohi January 6, 1943 
Chloago 

Dear J«dd«i 

Happy Hsw Yeari Couldn*t write ony soonsr booauo© Z was so bus y oleaning 

up the Anas  MII (  and on top of that, X started to nake a suit for ih© I.Y. • • Bf« 

dono© — and was Z Sewing lìko madl I sang at th© danoo. I  wroto,  that small so 

lt «ould& , t look lik© Z was oonoeited. It was a svoli evening and wo wen t to all 

8 dañaos ond dida't got hono tili  2  a.m. It wotn't aa good as last yoar beoaus© 

no ono olso of th© family  wont.  By th© wsy f  dld you hav© your tusprlso party as waa 

plannod? I hopo you likod our gifts. Christmas Ehr© was th © blaok partios and you 

should hav© s©on all th© fruit  v/e  got — oookios, ©to. also« Th© kids got a prosont 

fron th© pooplo out  GÌ  de, and thoy woron't so bad eithor. After th© party w© wsnt 

oarolllng ond «hat a mobl It suroly was a suoooss too — mom sa ld thsy oould hoar 

uè fron far off and lt soundod £pod. Didn f t got homo tili 8 a.m. that night olthor« 

Alio© was siok that night so sho stoyed In  bod.  Chas, almost dldn't go booauso wo 

had a fight a few nights boforo. It m s roally hls fault thls ti mo too. That 

nipjht I got  BQT seoond hit from  him,  rather a sooki It d l started whon ho wsnfc into 

tho othor room to turn the rodio off ond  BOB said to loare lt on. Thon ho tumod 

th© llght out ohilo  BOR was knitting, so sho Jokingly said *Q d you» turn lt 

OB — «ihat's wrongoith you?" U MB the first thing ho saya to ms or Botto ohon 

ho osato In tho dsor is 9 And not a word out of you two olthor i " Oee, wo dldn*t 

know what was going on. Bs turnod th© rodio on full blast (it w as Iii 80  by thon) 

and wouldn't turn lt low« so wo dldn vt soy aqythlng .. wo know ho*d got sor©. Thon 

finally I oouldn't stand it aaynoro so I wont into tho noxt r oom. BoyJ dld lt sound 

loud. Wo thought that sqy minute the house manager would bang on tho wall again. 

Alioo wont In to ask him to turn it off, but ho had that gl eoa I n hls «yes that 

looked lite ho was (plag to hit hor f  so after turning lt off and on end off and on, 

sho gare up. Ho told her to toll mos not to swoar at him. After 5 minutes had 

paosod, I went in to ask hlB to tum lt off booauso Miyako was oiy ing ous sho 



Charles Kikuehi « Jenuaiy 5, 1945 
Ghie»®» 

couldn't sleep, Bs told m to mind ny own business, so Z turned  it off« he turned 

it on, end so on, so finally I pulled the vdro out. He jumpe d up and socked  me 

then. Ton ome running out of the other room and said "You 'd better watch out seel* 

ThenClias. said shut up, so Ton said, "Shut up yourself ," end ran baok into the 

other room and jumped into bod. Geo, if  I  wasn't so mad I would have died laughing 

at Tom. Ho thought Chas, would hit him too, eo ho said in a small voioo, "Shut 

up yourself," an£ ran baok in hie baro feet and nî itgown* After sitting there 

for about 16 minutes (at his desk) ho went into the ot her room and told atom that 

ho hit mo again, (she was at the lavatory at the time) a nd then he started crying 

like anything statine that son kids nearly bet him up on th e way home for belong* 

in  ft  to the J.A.C.L. X know he was scared but he should have told  it to us vfoen 

he o en© home, instead of picking on ovexybody. Then he s ays that he still fools 

like an outsider because everyone goes against him when we h ove arguments. Oh well, 

I guess when pop gets hero everything will bo changed Ch as, has already started 

his tram fer. Alioe will be leaving In about 2 woeks because  her release is coming 

through. 

Tomorrow I'm going to start on the Camouflage nets, A lot of t he kids 

are quitting to go on the C nets. The average pay is about  $85 per month and 

everything over 1,000 sr. ft. is yours. Ton Mori and Je an Yanasaki say it 9« 

easy but a little monotonous. On the second day Tom said h e made a little over 

1,000 sq. ft. and you know how slow going he is. 

Tour twin, Joe, the one that looks like you, has a brok en ankle, so every 

time he oats in our ruMshall the kids say oh Jackie's on cru tches now. 

Well, guets  VÌI  clono now. Mariko wrote to me the other day and man is she 

mad at Ange for not taking her to a Thanksgiving dinner after  she refused two dates. 

She thought if she ate with Ange she wouldn't fell so homes ick. I'll send you her 

lettor because she said to send it on to you* 



Charles Klkuohi 
Chicago 

January 6 f  1943 

1*11 plant you now, so dig me in your sparo nonen ta  huh? 

Bye now. 

Lore, 

Bai 

Nancy Egami thinks your  10-0  oute eveiytirao oho sees any  of your píos« Don't get 

oonoeited nami Flash! Joanna Yamaaaki lias a o rush on Bob Sp encer and «hat 

a combination. He's so b&g and she's  00 anali,  outo no? Hoard from Patsy and 

aha'a more conceited newt C&dt 

T "  :  — - — — 7 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

January 7, 1943 

1519 Hill St., 
Ann Arbor, Mioh* 
1-7-45 

Dearest Marikot 

Did you get ray telegram? I wish to thank you for all the things  you've 
done for me during my stay in Chicago. I enjoyed every minut e -with you. It was 
really wonderful to see you again and I was also very glad to f ind you as you've 
always been. Sitting next to you in a night olub and listen ing to our songs was 
one of the greatest moments* Those songs were stuck in my min d for 2 years and a 
half11 Dancing again with my only partner was also a gre at pleasure* With your per-
mission, I wish to have more time together in the future* 

The night I left Chicago I was rather tired, but X drove st raight to 
Ann Arbor* It was four o'olook in the morning when I reached nere* I reported to 
work at ten o'olook in the morning and also met all the staff m embers* Among them 
were the fellows whioh the girls in Chicago told me to look up * 

I had my first teaohing experience yesterday whioh was easi er than I've 
expeoted* Sinoe this partioular Army sohool just opene d yesterday, everybody was 
as green as they can be* (I was, too  It)  Although the teaohing is easy, we are busy 
studying and preparing our materials* I am teaching the begi nners' section whioh takes 
lots of patienoe* r̂* Biji Tanabe from L.A* is also in my seo tion* (Do you know him?) 

The rooming situation is very aoute here due to the fact that the Army is 
sending many soldiers here for officers' training purpo ses* I was fortunate to find 
a place at the Japanese Faculty House provided by the Army * The rent is rather 
expensive, but it is very oomfortable* 

The town of Ann Arbor is a typical college town and the atmo sphere is very 
friendly* As soon as this snow is oleared I hope to make a tour  around the city in 
order to aoquaint myself* If you have a vaoation soon I sur e would like to have you 
come here* 

Well, I guess I'll have to review my lessons for tomorrow s o I will close 
my letter here* I will write to you again soon* Take oare o f yourself* 

Paul* 

P*3* Please give my regards to Shisue, Kiyo, Matsuko, and th e rest* Thank you* 



Box 166 
Drew University 
Madison, N.J. 
Jan. 9, 1943 

Dear Mariko: 

I haven't had a chance to say thanks for the Christmas pre sent 

which was very appropriate, because I have been etudiant t res fort* 

We're Just finishing up this semester, and the Chem. lab work keeps 

me down in the lab. every night until midnight. I'm taking a c ourse 

in organic chemical synthesis and it requires a long time for each 

oompound. It's impossible to stop working once a thing is set up 

and either distilling or reflexing because if it is inte rrupted 

something else will form. 

I'm sending you some back letters that I received from the family. 

They're old, but you'll get a kick out of them if they haven' t given 

you all the information. 

I spent a week in N.Y. and visited H. Toy and Florence Tanak a. 

Both treated me swell and showed me the town. When I got back I 

was broke, but happy - (slap happy after New Years). Now I ca n get 

back to the grind of the next semester. 

Yours truly 

/s/ Jack 



Charles Kikuohi  t  Jiay  4, 1945 
Chicago LETTER Jan. 14, 1043 

216 Branoiforte Street, 
Veillejo, California 
January 14, 1945 

Dear Mariko, 

Yours came to me a few days after  Xmas,  I cannot find words enough to 
tell you how happy I was to hear from you again. I had begun t o think you had for-
gotten me. I was happy to know you were well, and hcve a good job, and getting 
along nicely, exoept the cold weather, that will not last for ever. I have been 
there, I know just how you feel about it. I would not like to liv e through it 
again. Old Calif, is good enough for me. Your letter found me we ll and all 
of the barbers, and plenty of business. We are busy from th e time we open at eight 
in the morning until we close at night. I have five chairs now , at that we cannot 
take care of all the business.  I "have  made a deal of change in the chop since 
you were here, and Vallejo has grown quite a deal. She has brou ght in a deal of 
people here to work on the yard. I hear from your people very often, they are 
all well except your father. He is still in the hospital I h ave learned. I do 
hope and pray to my God that he will soon recover from his s ickness. And tool  am 
thinking, and praying that the time will soon hasten on th at this old world will be 
at peace again, and you good people go free again to live an d go places that you feel 
and see best. I would be very happy to see all of you again. I f things work out 
as I have planned for I will be in  Chicago  some time this year. I do hope you all of 
the good success. Anytime I can be of any service to you I will only be too glad 
to do so. I am sending your people some money this week. I do h ope you will pardon 
me for ny long delay. I hope to hear from you again real s oon. 

Your friend, 

L.O. Pleasant 

All of the barbers join me in their best regards» 



LETTER 
Charles Kikuohi 
C h i o a ß° January 16, 1943 

1319 Hill St. 

n i \g •» Ann Arbor, Mlohigan 
Dearest Ifarlkot 

I just received a letter from Alice yesterday saying that sh e is about 
to leave the camp for Chicago. I was glad to hear the news and am sure that every-
thing will turn out fine. 

I also received a letter and some "omoclii" from your mother . It was 
very sweet of her and my "oshoogetsu" seems more or less co mplete. 

I am atill tackling at my teaching business daily. I've been shifted to an 
advanoed olass (the highest class here) with M r . Matsumoto and Mr. Inanye. Mr. Mat-
aumoto is also an authority on pipe organ. Mr. Inanye is a Yale man and was married 
just before he oame here. We get along fine and we are proud of our students. 

A teacher's position here is very hard beoause of the long ho urs. Our 
morning olass starts at eight in the morning until llo'clo ck. There*s another olass 
at one thirty, and a staff meeting at four thirty. We eat our  three meals at the 
Jap. Faculty House. After supper we have to prepare our ma terials for the next day. 
It is usually around eight o 1 clock or nine when we are free. My recreation is 
bowling and pool. 

Getting up at seven in the morning is pretty tough, but I am getting used 
to it every day. 

Mariko, could I ask you some more favor? It does not seem like we are 
going to get paid until Feb. 5th, and I would like to borro w another ten or fifteen 
dollars. Here at the Faoulty House I had to buy my own sheets and blankets. I also 
had other expenses in repairing my glasses and car, whioh evi dently went over my 
planned budget. I could ask some of my fellow instructors h ere but I feel rsther 
"hatukashii." TSo if you oould make it I will appreciate it. I feel like a dog 
imposing on you like this. 

It is still snowing here occasionally and the only day I sa w sunshine was 
3 days ago. Due to the housing shortage, I oan't even find a garage for my oar. 

How is everybody there? Did Shisue get my card? Give my regar ds to Hira-
kawa and her friends. Let me know when Alice arrives at your pl ace. 

I had a slight oold and a sore throat so I came home without a ttending the 
staff meeting. I really should be in bed, but , You know me It 

Well, take care of yourself, Mariko, and say hello to everyb ody. 

Always, 

Paul 



Char 1 M Ki uohi 
Chioaco 

USTTEK January 28«  IMS 

Door Mariko t 

Ha» are yout 

Thank you for th© Sloopy Eead do II» Z hctt hor rlght at tbt «Ida of  a»,  Z 
Z koop hor on  ny  bed» Saftlum Z eleep Tdth hor. I don't know ahat to  ocà  1 hor, 
Do you kaoa ahat Z rot Ibr Chrlstmast I got a pair of shoos, a bathrobo, pajaia&s* 
and at tho DMihftll ail tho littlo ohildraa got présents* Z  got a nviag kit, 
SantaClaua  vais nçr  glrlfrienda fathog hor namo la lïanoy Ko a©kl, She oomea fraa 
Los Angola«« Z had a nioo tira© on C|irlstnoa« Z thougf rt Z a i la Vtlltjo« Z wrlta 
to pop trtiy  wcofc,  Z mlea him vory rmeh* Z haven f t soon him far throa  raonfcho.  Wall* 
Z hsvt to «rftta to othor pooplo  nom,  so  rqod  byo, 

Lovo Miyako 

P,S. Doa't mind «y writing booauso  ray  fi agora ara atlff. 

Blackio aonda hor lava* 



Jan. 25, 1943 

Dear Marlko: 

Just a page or two to say hello, I'm well, and studying 

as usual. We've just completed another semester and I hav e a 

little time to catch up on correspondence. 

I have the radio on and when the melody of "When Day is Done 1* 

came over the air it reminded me of the old days in S.F V Isn't it 

funny - in those days, I went to ohorus because there was noth ing 

to do, yet now as I think back over them they are cherished m emories 

in my life. 

This radio I now have in my possession is borrowed and I'm 

reluctant to relinquish it since I've discovered what charm  muslo 

hath as I sit here and either read or write end listen to it . 

I Just finished writing Paul a letter and plan to write one 

home, so I'm making this one very brief. 

Weather here is lovely and it seems like spring is already 

here. 

I spent last week in and am now broke. Mow I'll have 

to get a job before I can go again. 

With love, 

Jaok 



January 23, 1943 

Dear Marlko: 

Juat think  I  Only a couple of days more and I am on my way to 

Join you in Chicago, I haven't made it definite with Mr, Land ward, 

but at present, I have decided to go Tue8day morning, which m eana that 

I should be in Chicago by Thuraday night or Friday morning, I'm not 

aure how long it took» I hope the baggage rate for pounda ove r the 

150 allowance isn't too great, aa I have heavy thing8 to bri ng, my 

trunk, sewing machine, etc. 

Well, ao far so good. The reaaon I couldn't come any aooner, la 

the fact that I was having a partial put in, I have had my two six-

year old molara taken out a long time ago, and the dentiat said that 

if I didn't have that empty apace filled in with a partial, the re8t 

of the teeth would gradually fall into that empty apace, an d that la 

the reaaon I had to wait this long. They have a pretty good cli nic here, 

but all they can do la to fill and extract teeth, and thlng8 lik e 

partl*ls have to be done on the outside. Well, Dr. Obo Saka guchl, who 

la the dentist doing my work, made the necessary arrangeme nts and sent 

it outside to Santa Monica, and we have been holding our bre ath all 

this time because we thought it wouldn't come in by the t ime I was 

ready to leave. My permit expiree on January 31at, but then I c an't 

atay that long due to the job that is waiting for me. Today, Sat urday, 

it finally came in, and I have to go to the clinic this after noon and 

have it installed. Then 1 shall be ready to go on my way, I st ill have 

a few more teeth to be filled, but I don't think we will get to them due 

to the rush, I've been going nights to get all my teeth filled , and 

what a mess I've been, so many unknown cavities that are just starting. 

The teeth cost me exaotly $34,50 and with my train fare and all , 



what I earned working for Bob will pay for my expenses, as the f irst 

oheok I received from V. of C. was $60,50 and the second on e whieh I will 

receive later, is for $30,75. I have been getting .50 an hour and it 

amounts to about $40 a month* 

I guess you have heard from Paul since he stopped in at Chicago , 

and it sure must have been good to see a familiar face after so  long* 

So many of my friends are in the Army now, or planning to g o soon, 

Most of the girls are trying to get out on Domestic Jobs, and then 

write me asking me if I can help them to get an office job, but then, 

it's no use to go out on jobs like that, because one doesn't ha ve the 

oontaots for an office job like that, rather, like myself, they should 

start by trying to get even a clerioal job such as yours w here not too 

much business experience is required in the application, a nd then as 

soon as they have the experience, they can apply for other business 

jobs. Helen Nakamura writes that she and Alice Inouye are tr ying to 

get to Saint Paul, and Baer Kawakami, Joan and Tom Kobuchi, Gr ace 

Shioya, Masako Furuki, and a lot of others are already ther e, (All of 

them are working in homes.) 

Well, guess I'd better close now and send it off to you Speci al 

Delivery, as I want you to get it on time, and now that my teeth have 

been installed, I have nothing to keep me* 

Toshi is giving me a party tomorrow in honor of my birthday, and 

I have already had a few parties in honor of my leaving by the girls 

I go around with. They are all swell, and I sure will miss the m* They 

took me right into a ready made bunch, and I feel as though I 've known 

them for years. Tell Seesu that her sister-in-law Annie is very nice, 

and everyone likes her. Also her husband, or Seesu 1s brother. I've 

already met another brother, but I can't remember his name. Helen 



- 3 -

Suzuki's mother is very nice too, and she is very happy that Ha len 

knows both you and Seeue in Chicago because she was a litt le worried 

at the idea of Helen being alone in Chicago. Seesue's mothe r is 

really a grand person, and I see her a lot* She always tells me what 

a nioe sister I must have, and how relieved she is that you are  all 

staying together, and that you are looking after her daugh ter. 

Bye for now, I f m taking the Southerb Pacific from Coolidge and 

I understand the train trip takes two nights and two days. The prioe 

for the ooaoh costs about $45 but I'll have to pay a lot extra for the 

exoess baggage* Am I excited.....finally feel as though I'm going now 

that my things are all in order and everything soheduled. So long till 

I see you again, it's been quite a long time hasn't it? And I 'm dying 

to have a nice long talk with you. 

Love, 

Alioe 



January 26, 1943 

Dear Mariko: 

Just a few lines to let you know that I am not leaving camp 

until the 30th, There was a storm (snow) someplace back East , and 

the administration was warned not to let any one out of cam p for trips 

baok East. I went baok to find out when I could leave, and was  told 

that the traoks should be oleared by the 28th, so I'll leave o n the 

30th, that is, if Shizue Abe, who works with Charlie, goes on that 

date. Maybe we can get a compartment together, each on e of us paying 

half, and it would be just as cheap to go that way than to go by 

ooaoh, each separately* 

I hope you weren't inconvenienced any by my other special de livery 

letter, but it was so oertain at the time, I had to drop y ou a line so 

that you would know when to expect me* This development cam e up at the 

last minute, so it wasn't anyone's fault* 

Everyone is well and Saohi, Henry, Toshi, Albert,and all th e 

rest say hello* Yoshi Hibino's friend Koe Dyo is planning to go to 

the Aoademy of Arts in Chicago pretty soon, and so is Yemiko Fu kul, 

as Helen, she knows her* There are a lot of people planning  to go to 

Chioago, and Minneapolis* 

I want to get this mailed, so excuse the short note, and all , 

and I hope that this time nothing will be amiss* 

Love, 

Alice 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

January 27, 1943 

Dearest Marikot 

Thanks for your letter and also for the money. It came jus t when I was 
on my last dollar so you can imagine how good I felt* You'r e a swell girl, Mariko, 
and I really appreoiate your generosity* . 

Tuesday, we had our first sunshine in weeks and I was glad to see the thiok 
and hardened snow melt away little by little* Of course, it i s still cold, but is 
much better than to have snow after snow* The teaching bus iness is getting along 
fine and I am really having a wonderful time* The only tro uble I find here is that 
there is not as much exoitement as in Chicago* 

By the way did you receive the letter X wrote to Alice? It is about a job 
here and if she thinks that it is good enough and wishes to try it, I would like 
to have her write to me immediately* Please open the lette r and read it* Five to 
six girls are needed for stenographic work for our office  and also for the University* 
The job is speoially opened for the Nisei. 

I gave Helen's regards to Mr. & Mrs* Inouye and also to Mr* Mitsumori* 
They wero very happy to get the message* In return give my reg ards to Helen, Seesu 
and Kiku* 

*ou must be very busy -with your two Jobs, ne. I am very pr oud to hear 
that your pictures are being displayed in such 'Hi-Ton' p laces as Drake Hotel, etc. 
Working hard is all right, but please take oare of your hea lth* I got a letter from 
Jaok this morning and acoording to his letter he seems to be quite disoouraged about 
something* I am going to write him a pep letter tonite* We ll, Mariko, thanks again 
for your kindness and take oare of yourself! I will write to you again soon* 

Always yours. 

Paul 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

February  5,  1945 

Dearest Marikoi 

I meant to write to you sooner but I was so busy that I Just couldn't get 
around to it« It's exaotly a month sinoe I've last seen you f or the first time in 
two and a half years. I am really sorry that  I  can't see you more often* Some day 
I shall have a vacation and have the pleasure of dining and d anoing together* I want 
to reoall the old days when/were happy and gay* Remembering the old days as well as 
the songs are one thing I snail always enjoy* 

By the way, did Alioe oome to Chicago yet? Please let me k now immediately* 
And how is everything coming along with your work? Are you sti ll modeling nightly. 
I really admire your great determination, Mariko, and I am trying to imitate you in 
that respeot* I oan just imagine you all worn out at the end o f a long day* But 
please take oare of yourself and keep 'em smiling  1 

I got paid last month Monday but not a full month's pay. Wit h my room 
and board deduoted it was not very muoh* I am enolosing $15. 00 in money order for 
this time and will send the rest of it soon again. I really thank you for your 
generosity and hope to do something for you some day* Did yo u get the pioture I sent 
you in my last letter? I'll bet you laughed at it* Nuts * HVhen t he pioture 
was taken I guess I was slightly intoxicated, but, I think I 'll send a oopy to 
Charles and show him that I am still livingI I realise you'r e quite busy in work and 
in social life but oould you spend about ten minutes some nigh t and tell me about 
yourself* When I see you next time (I hope it will be soon) I want to see that pio-
ture which has been displayed in various hotels* Take oare o f yourself, Mari-ohan, 
and good luoks* 

Always yours. 

Paul 



Box 166 
Drew Univ. 
Madison, N.J. 
Feb. 8, 1943 

Dear Marlkos 

I'm sending you a couple of letters that may be of some Intere st 

to you. One Is from Dette and the other from Paul. I suppose that 

you were quite happy to see Paul. I am glad to see that he Is ou t 

of his former S.F. rut, and Is actually getting ahead. Did he say 

anything about being married? It suppose It was Just a rumo r. Does 

he still feel the same way about you? He's not the Romantic typ e, 

but If you don't mind my saying so, I suggest that you quit put ting 

off marriage and also stop waiting for your dream man. Tha t Is if 

Paul should propose to you. This Is a bit of advice to th e lovelorn, 

you know, the kind they have In the newspaper. If I can put my 

thoughts down on paper I would give a psychological analys is of your 

oase. Try and follow it. 

In the first plaoe, evef since I have heard your first defin ition 

of love, you have plaoed the most emphasis upon Intelle ctual companion-

ship. You wanted someone with whom you can talk about musi c, art and 

other cultural subjects. As you got a little older, you began to 

realize that that alone was not the most Important factor . For a 

time you were aware that a strong physical attraction was a s Important. 

Well this was quite a contrast and the oompany you chose had e ither 

one characteristic or the other. No one possessed a modifi cation of 

both. You believe you were In love with Kenbo, then Kayo, but as 

time goes on you discovered that you do not think too muoh of them now. 
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You have accepted the idea now that you will be contented w ith 

going through life without marrying. The men In your life have for-

gotten you because they had no physical ties to bind themsel ves to 

you. There was no profound love that could stand the test of 

waiting to prove their love. Men are funny animals. His love is 

passionate at first but grows cold when he is thwarted and  seeks 

other women that can satisfy his passion. Women, on the contr ary, 

love a le 

ss intensely in the beginning but grows into it with time. 

Of oourse this is mutual too, men grow  to  love their wives after 

intimate association. 

Now the question is this. Can you be contented in life by 

sublimating your love into other interests such as paint ing or art. 

You could probably do this. On the other hand, how lonely i s it 

going to be to approach old age and to have gone through life w ithout 

marrying which is the natural course for all people. You ar e close 

to thirty now, and during the period of years you are still searching 

for your ideal man. Well, believe me, there is no such anima l. Don't 

ideall ze a husband because it will not turn out practical. The id ea that a person oannot marry another person unless she Is pas sionately 
you like mildly than to have a husband 

in love with him is not true. It is far better to have a husban d that/ 

that will bring you nothing but heartaches and sadness late r (Kayo). 

In fact, if a person finds that her love doesnot grow toward her 

husband, it will grow toward her children, and that is en ough as long 

as a wife can maintain a respect for her husband. To recapitul ate the 

whole matter, what I am suggesting is that if Paul asks you  to marry 

him, say okay. Its really none of my business, but sometimes a person 

cannot visualize the whole picture, consequently I thou ght I could make 



it clearer. Of course I have no talent for presenting my th oughts 

In writing and probably have made this whole letter an obsc ure mess. 

I'm all for Paul because he has something virtuous about hi m, i.e. 

poise, intelligence, and honesty, etc. 

Tell Alice that I received her letter and send my thanks« 

Also tell her to let me know how she's making out with Angelo , and 

if she wants some motherly advioe, I'll be glad to reciprocat e. 

Yours truly 

Cupid 



LETTER 
Charles Kikuohi 

Chicago February 10, 1943 

Dearest Mariko, 

I just got the news of Alice's arrival in Chioago from Mr. Nak anura. He 
told me that he saw you and Alioe at your apartment* I als o wanted to visit you 
during this vacation, but I am not to that point as yet. I will , however, try to 
make it in the near future when we get another rest period* D uring the 3 days I 
spent the days mostly in show houses and pool houses* On Satu rday I went to Detroit 
to do a little shopping for myself* The town of Detroit is r eally beautiful and I 
liked it very much* As in Chioago, I found the people to be very generous even to 
us Nisei* A big town is really too busy for race discrimi nation and the sort* I 
just bought a pair of shoes — just in time to beat the ration order of Monday* 

Mariko, I know you're busy, but how about writing me a letter and tell me 
about yourself* Letter is about the only thing that I can lo ok forward to eaoh day« 
The life here is just like a soldier in a camp. Hoping to hea r from you soon, I am 

Always, 

Paul 



Charles Kikuehi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

February 22, 1943 

Dearest Marikoi 

Thank you very much for sending me the typewriter. It arriv ed yesterday 
and I am finding it very handy, especially with my hand stil l in the oast. I also 
reoeived your letter which was a very nice one* I see you are still having busy days, 
but as t have said before watch out for those nasty oolds. You must have had a tough 
experience being confined to bed, but I am glad again to lea rn that it is all over. 
In Ann Arbor we are having a wonderful weather for a change; i n fact, we were walking 
around the town yesterday without an overcoat. The sun fe els really nice after those 
terrible days of snow and stinging north wind. 

The days fly with more and more experience being added to ours elves, but, 
the one thing I regret is the fact that we are denied to atte nd olasses as long as 
we are an instructor. Or course, the daily work is about enou gh to keep us busy, but 
since attending classes of the university was my desire , you can imagine how disappointed 
I am. Well, I guess I was in a way too selfish in attempting to kill two birds with 
one stone. 

I am very glad to learn that Alice is doing well and getting ac quainted 
with the different climate of the Mid-east. We just had an a nnouncement the other 
day that we are to get a vacation some time in April (ten days). I am looking forward 
for this day to go to Chicago and keep that important date wi th you and Alioe. 

You have not mentioned in your last letter, but did you get t he money order 
I sent you last month? I just wanted to make sure that you did ge t it. Your last 
letter was really a delightful one and I hope that you will w rite more often. I 
know how busy you are and all that, but receiving letters e re a rare occasion for 
me and when I do reoeive one it sort of brightens up everythi ng for me. I often 
hear our song over the radio and from the music box in the oa mpus coffee shop. It is 
always a beautiful song and reminds me those old days when w e used to run around to-
gether in Si»n Francisco. Every time I hear "Sweet Lelani, " I recall the night we went 
to St. Franois Hotel to hear the composer in person, remem ber? When I hear "Mexicali 
Rose" I think about the nights we used to go to that Mexican dinner house. I know 
1*11 never forget those beautiful days. 

Well, how am I doing with ray left hand? Pretty good, don't you  think? 
Take oare of yourself, llariko, and give my regards to every one. 

Always, 

Horio 



Charles Kikuohl 
Chicago 

LETTER 

February 16, 1943 

Dearest Marikoi 

Hello  I  I am  writing  this letter with my left hand as I have a broken 
wrist. Yesterday I fell on the ioe and fractured my right wrist which is now in 
a oast up to my elbow« Although I am still attending my clas ses, I have a hard 
time in making out my daily reports« The typewriter is abo ut the only means to 
shioh I can depend upon« There is only one typewriter in this house and sinoe I 
have to type my reports with my left hand it takes muoh time a nd is rather incon-
venient for the other emembers« Could you send my typewrit er through the American 
Express? I think it will help me out a lot for I am told that t he oast will be on 
for the next three weeks« It is very inconvenient and uncomf ortable, too« 

I am very happy to learn that Alice has finally joined you« I am sure she 
is still the sweet old Alioe« By the m y (?) I have an import ant date with her which 
I intend to enjoy very soon« Besides my broken hand everythi ng is all right and I 
am really enjoying this business of teaching« 

The weather here is still very oold and we still have snow occ asionally 
I am enclosing a picture of me and my doll; it's not such a ho t picture but at least 
it tells the truth« 

Well, then, Mariko, take oare of yourself and write to me soon again« 
Please use the enclosed money for the express« 

Always yours, 

love, Paul 

P«S. I appreciate your trouble, Mariko. The enclosed key is for the typewriter 
so please look it before sending it« Thank you* I have anothe r spare key 
so just keep this one« 



2119 Haste St. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Maroh, 1943 ? 

Dear Mariko, 

Received your card this morning and was glad to hear that yo u 

are gradually getting things under control. However, I'm no t quite 

clear on some of the things which you mentioned. If I unders tand 

clearly, the present plan is to send Mom and Pop to S.F. wh ile you 

carry on the home there. I assume then that this is being done w ith 

the object of letting the kids get through school for this se mester. 

That was my object, also, but may I throw another matter in f or con-

sideration. We have to realize this problem from the sta ndpoints of 

our parents also and not be too arbitrary in any decision. Yo u will 

probably realize that psychologically this is going to aff ect them to 

a great degree. In time of such a crisis, they will naturally have 

to have something to hang on to. This means the Children. I was 

talking to Dr. Cassidy the head of our Sooial Welfare dep artment today 

and he pointed out the implications which such a move may d evelop. He 

doesn't think that such a thing would be the wisest move beca use this 

means the breaking up of the home and it is in such times that family 

unity is needed the most. However, I don't know exactly al l of the 

details yet so that I really oan't jump at any conclusions. Could 

you please enlighten me as to the details? 

Dr. Cassidy talked with Mr. Neudstat, the Regional head of the 

Federal Seourity Agency and he says that a definite sum has been set 

aside by the government for the social work of rehabilitatio n. They 

will pay or help pay the costs of moving and in deserving cases even 

help our financially until they get started again. From wh at he says, 

there is a definite plan to attach a sooial worker with e ach employment 



office to help the families in their plans* Have you conta cted them 

yet? Now, I was thinking that perhaps it may be possible to se t up 

business for Pop again under such a setup. I realize that he would 

have a difficult time setting up a new clientele, but at lea st it 

would give him something to do. And that is really important. What 

do you think? Then again perhaps Horn could get work doing hou sekeep-

ing. There Is a terrific shortage 1of domestic workers and I'm sure 

that I could help in that respect. I assume that you were con sidering 

all of these possibilities for after the school term. H owever, I think 

that you could help Pop out a lot if you left him the hope that p erhaps 

he will be able to start anew. And whatever happens, don't le t the 

folks get panicky. It's easy enough to say these things I re alize but 

nevertheless important and I am sure that you will be able han dle the 

situation adequately. 

The real reason why I went to see Dr. Cassldy was to drop out o f 

school, but after talking it over with him I have decided tha t perhaps 

it will be better for me to finish the next two and one-half m onths 

out and get my credential. Dr. Cassldy was quite frank in tel ling me 

that my chances for getting a social work position was nil, but in the 

post war period there would be a very good chance for me.  Anyway I 

know you will understand this viewpoint. However, if th ings do get 

serious I will drop out. I will try to get home this weekend to talk 

things ovdr with you. I've been doing a little investigati ng around 

for possible resources and I am sure that you and the rest of us can 

arrive at a workable plan for the Immediate present. 

How what about the barber shop? Do you plan to remain the re or 
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were you think of moving to another plaoe in Vallejo. I stron gly 

doubt if we could get a cheaper plaoe and perhaps you oould tal k with 

the landlady and see whether she would reduoe the rent a l ittle al-

though this is not likely. I know that you are keeping a c lose touoh 

with the Fed. Security Agenoy so that you will be informed on a ll the 

latest developments* They plan to keep the whole thing in dependent 

of the Relief Program* 

I could take a leave of absence for a week if you think It nec-

essary. Will there be much stuff to move? And where in S.F. ar e 

they moving? Jack and Alice will no doubt look after that en d of 

things. Any gov't assistance received should not be consi dered as 

relief as the federal agencies have not approached the prob lem from 

this approach. Therefore, we should take advantage of al l possibili-

ties advanced for the welfare of those affected by the evacua tion order. 

How are you fixed for money? I am thinking of borrowing ano ther 

$100 from the school and I oould let you have that if it is nec essary, 

plus what I have already. 

I will try to get home next Sunday and by that time I may be ab le 

to get additional information. 

Incidentally, I am speaking Friday at the Mark Hopkins Hote l 

before the section on Minority problems in the National V ocational 

Guidance Association Conference. Natcherly I feel quite honored to be 

included among all the national bigshots* So don't expose  me. It's 

the first time that they have ever met west of the Missis sippi. 

And if you are too busy, have Bette write me a couple times a 

week so as to keep me fully informed. I really haven't done mu ch any-

way this past week, just can't get down to concentrating. 

Well, so long, Charlie 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

March 26, 1943 

(postal card) 
(Joe arrived in Chicago April 3, 1943) 

Dear Mariko, 

Please excuse the penoil. Many thanks for your recent lette r and will write 
soont Am sending you our wedding pioture taken in Pasaden a (Oot. 7, 1942). "Sammy" 
and I are leaving for Hew York soon rtiere I will  w>  rk in a lapidary, polishing precious 
stones. Eddie Shimuno is now with "Common Ground" in  N.T.  Sincerely, 

Joe Oyama 

(postal oard) 

Thürs. A.M. before work 
(Postmark April 17, 1943, Des Piaines, 111.) 

Dear kids, 

Many thanks  for  the  swell  time last weekend. Feel much obliged to you for 
the nice dinner. Hope we didn't put you out  of  your way. 

Had some nice long bull-sessions with Bill Himel during w ork and after. 
Both Bill and Sakiko were  over  last nipht until 10»00 p.m* whioh is late for our 
"farm  house."  Both  Mas  and  I  stay on a farm about a half  a  mile from town. 

Night before last Sakiko and I and the Konos, invited as spe cial guests of 
the Mortar Board (U. of Chioago scholastic honorary soci ety) national organisation), 

had suki-yaki dinner at the Nobels. They live in a big house n ear Lake Michigan. 
Pleasant affair with many intelligent Americans there. Tfh en I was introduced, they all 
asked, "Are you the son of Professor Oyama at Northwestern ?" or "Are you related to 
Prof. OyamaT" 

Sho and Takagi dropped in with Bill late. More than  25  present, mostly 
females. 

Love, Joseph 
(Joe) 



Charles Kikuohl 
Chioago 

LETTER 

April 5, 1943 

Dearest Mariko, 

I'm terribly, terribly sorry for not having written to you , but, gosh, I 
haven't written a letter for a couple of months* The hot w eather has set in and man, 
am I suffering* It's hot in the house but much hotter outsid e* I'd hate to see when 
summer sets in* 

Pirst of all, thanks ever so muoh for the huge box of candy an d delicious 
oookies* Hram  I  Are they good* Mom divided the candy and each of us have a bo x full* 
It's been suoh a long time sinoe we've had good candy and oo okies* A couple of 
weeks baok my girl friend from Vallejo sent me 2 dosen cupcake s. And they were still 
fresh* Really enjoyed them* 

Guess what  I  I've had my partial put in so now I have straight teeth * The 
doo pulled out the 2 orooked ones so I have two new (thin ) teeth in place* I'm stilll 
not used to them so I sort of lisp* But I'll get over it* The y don't feel quite 
seoure as yet* I also got a permanent yesterday and it's kin da short* But |3*50 is 
a good prioe to pay for a permanent so I hope it lasts* This is a ll in preparation 
for leaving soon* Gosh, will it be swell to leave oamp and go t o school outside* 
Oh, by the way, have you got voting residenoe there in Chioa go? I was wondering oause 
Charlie says it would be easier to get into school if we have r esidence* It's been 
more than a year sinoe you went there, huh? What a long ti me it seems to me* 

How're you and Alioe getting along? I got Alice's oard saying  you were 
moving soon* 

We don't know how long we'll be here* Maybe a month or so* 

Mom is working now as a companion to the wife of an administra tive worker* 
Everyone is fine* Pop is ooming along very slowly but surel y* I always let him 
know when we've heard from you and what you say* 

Well, gotta sign off now* I'm dripping all over with pers piration* Whew!* 

Love, 

Bette 

P*S* — Alioei Here's your notice from the Employment Offioe* Better report 
(imp) immediately* 

Same 

P*S* God almighty  1  The worst thing happened  I  I was at the show the other night 
and I laughed so hard my partial dropped out* This pahhened ri ght at the end of the 
movie and as I got up someone pushed me and I stepped on my t eeth  I  Man  t  Was I sore. 
They're broken now and I don't know whether I should stay be hind and w ît till they're 
fixed or come and to Chioago and have them sent* Gee  1  What am I gonna do? I oan't 
go to sohool oause I have one big tooth sticking and two large speoes on either side 
of it* — - Ooh  I  Chas* just said I'll have to leave before my teeth get fi xed. 
Please (so) don't be too shooked when you see me next mont h* 

Chas. says to for both of you go to the WRA offioe and apply for a Civil 
Service job* He says that with your brains and experience, yo u shouldn't be working 
for suoh oheap wages* 

Love, 
Bette 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

April 10, 1943 

1519 Hill St. 
Ann Arbor, Mi oh. 

Dearest Marikoi 

PIeftse forgive me for not writing to you for a long tine* I' ve been 
pretty busy all along and just oould not sit tight and concent rate on a letter. Be-
sides, you know what a l*gy person I am 11 V/oll, how is ever ything coming along 
there in Chicago? Are you still working day and nights? So f ar, everything has been 
just right in Ann Arbor and we are enjoying a wonderful spri ng-time. With our so-called 
spring vacation only about ton days ahead wo are looking f orward to it with great 
excitement. I've had aeveral plans for this vacation, but wherever I go I always 
planned  3fc  so that I oould spend a few days in Chicago to talk over the things where 
we left off the last time. Many news can be heard from Alice, al so. 

The vacation starts on the 16th and we won't be able to leave h ere until 
noon Saturday the following day. I intend to go as far as Ke ntucky to see Mas Yukawa 
at Fort Thomas. From there I wish to drive up to Chicago which  will probably be 
around Thursday (22nd). My friend Nakamura will probably a ccompany me. We have to 
be back here by Sunday night in order to get ready for Monday 's  class. It 's  going to 
be good to s«e you again and I hope you oould be free at nights . I want to learn 
how to dance again. I' JJI  pretty rusty because I have not been dancing for a long, long 
tine. 

Do you year from your sisters at home? How are they and h ow's Charles 
getting al ong? I finally located some of my relatives who we re formerly in L.A. 
They're now staying in a camp in Post on, Arizona. One of my fa r relatives is in 
the Array and is expected to leave the country soon for firs t line action. With all 
the young fellows either joining or being inducted, I fee l rather out of place. I 
hope that some day I could be with them and get a little excit ement. There is a 
rumour that we might get that chance next year. 

How is your work, Mariko? If you are still working for the arti st in 
the evening, there must be hardly any time for you to eithe r enjoy or to relax, ne. 
The main thing is to take care of yourself and don't let a ny illness enter your door. 

I'd better close this letter here for the gong for dinner ( dinner bell) 
is ringing and I cannot miss it. 

Always, your 

Paul 

EASTER CARD« 

tt  With love to you at Easter tt  — 

Dear Mariko 
Each little springtime blossom holds a message just for you . 
And specially loving wishes that are yours the whole year thr ough." 

Paul 



Charles Kikuohì 
Chicago 

LETTER i/lO/45 

Camp Savage, Mimi. 

Dear  Marlkot 

Just a ahort notei 

It'll be hello, ohi, hellol 

Throw a welcome dance for me ani tìy fri end,abar rack mate and an old aoquaint-
ance of your, pbt. himel. 

Be seeing you« Let's talk over old times, I'll listen! 

What makes savage runt 

Pvt. Sho 



Charles Kikuehi 
Chicago 

LETTER 4/20 /45 

( dear marikos 

not that there should be a need for thanks between friends, b ut 1 thought 
that perhaps it would not hurt for onoe to be like our good serg eant harry takagij 
henoe this note* 

after having returned to the hotel and having fallen asleep,  george on one 
bed and i on the o"ther, woke up just in time to get down to station and oatoh the 
2*45 train back. the original plan was to sleep the -whole 7  hours on the train in 
order to return to the school fresh and new, but alas these we ll laid schemes 
of mice and men are no sounder than the sohemer himself, and i found myself working 
on a very lovely girl for the whole 7 hours, only to receive n o for an answer and 
a nick in my pride and conceit, however, it was a grand try, and i think i used 
every line i know on her. something like, "i whish i never met you, but i'n glad 
1 met  you, •»  and "the reason you are so desirable is because you say n o to stay-
true to your boy, but more you Sfy no the more i want to know you , so don't say yes, 
and don't say no" and so on so on so forth, by the time we were getting off the 
train, she was saying that it made her feel bad to say no but she just had to because 
her boy, marine or something, wanted her to. anyway, all in all, it was an 
interesting trip, and the 7 hours passed before i knew it. a lso managed to say 
fairly intoxicated, having met some civilian who wanted to d isplay his patriotism 
by buying soldiers a drink,and who the hell am i to say that's not the best way 
for him to contribute his share to the war effort, reached he re to discover, 
although of course i knew of it, that i am now a technician 5t h, corporal, which 
in the layman's language means 16 more bucks per month, and - which in my language 
one more weekend to wine, dine and woo. 

well, you oan't say we didn't have fun, and i certainly won't , found the 
first day rather hard, but now am back right in the groove, l earned upon return 
that there had been a request for one soldier to go acro ss on a damn nice deal — 
the details of which being military secret or the sort, i cann ot disclose — , and 
am working on it. keep your fingers crossed for me, and if i do get it, i'll 
tell you more about it. thanks to you which i hope does not so und as it does, 
and thanks and hello to aileen. 

incidentally, despite the fact that i had been with george a lmost 
the Thole three days, i forgot to get his address, so when  you can, call up plaza 
0192 and get the address from him and send it to me, will ya ? also if you ever run 
across a girl named Mrs. Maye Kawahara — i don't know -whet her she goes by that 
name out there or not — , will you tell her to write to me becaus e i lost her 
address and cannot accommodate her request unless she does , 

they just made us return one of our blankets today, but toda y is no warmer 
than yesterday or when we left here last week, so we'll all fre eze tomorrow morning, 
i guess, that's army, or perhaps that' life, i have to knock of f this letter 
in what little time we get between study hours, as you can s ee from the way it jumps 
from this to what. 

the sound of call to quarters blares through the night air, an d that means 
i better close or else, so till next time, 

your8 # 

Sho 



Charles Kikuchi 
Chioago 

LETTER 

April 25, 1945 

Dearest Marikot 

Back In Ann Arbor after four days sojourn in old Chicago, I do n t seem to 
be able to oonoentrate on my studies* It'll probably take a f ew days before I get 
baok into that teaching routine* 

After having dinner at "Grand China" we drove staight back t o Ann Arbor* 
At three o'olook >ve arrived at our faculty house and in a f ew minutes I was fast asleep* 
I spent half of my Easter Sunday in bed, but got up later and ac companied some friends 
to a show* 

My vacation is almost over and Z foel rather sick of the though t of working 
again, but will look forward to our next vacation and do my best* 

Thanks a lot for your wonderful hospitality and the time yo u have spent in 
making my vacation worth while* It is bad that you had to get t hat nasty cold, but 
X hope it's about over and your voioo baok to normal* Take oare  of yourself, Mariko, 
and have a good time in Arisona* 

Give ray best wishes to your pop, mom, and Tom* I'll remit the mon ey to 
you without fall* 

Vie 11, thanks again for everything  i 

Always, 

Paul 



Charles Kikuohi  t  Jiay  4, 1945 
Chicago 

LETT2R 

July 18, 1943 

Dear iiarikoi 

The otherday I learned from Alice about her recent marriage to Mr. Satow. 
The news was  sudden, but  as  it  vme  something that is bound to came from two people 
terribly in love, it «as more than a pleasure to hear* And I  guess my congratulation 
should also go to the families of both parties« 

Alice is really a wonderful girl and will likely make a wo nderful wife* 
Though younger than I am, the long acquaintance with h er as Alioe Kikuchi was really 
like a sister to me* And now when I hear her address herself as Mrs• Satow, it is a 
bit unbelieveable to my ears* But this happy ooeasion must come to everyone and I 
am sure that her new life as Mrs* Satow will be blessed with u nending happiness* I 
guess you oust feel the same, and more  I 

By the way I hear that you had a long vacation visiting your  family baok 
in Aritona* How is everyone and how is your father  go  ting along? I sincerely hope 
that some day he will return to a normal condition again* Did you do much visiting 
in the oemp? Did the red hot weather of the Arisona desert da rken your complexion? 
Tell me all about your experiences in the camp will you? Acco rding to Alioe's letter 
I hear that you are seeking for a better job, but how 1a the general out-look? Is 
there any good prospects to meet your desire? I hope that you will find a job there 
soon* 

80 far I've been fine and am getting along somehow in my wor k* The work 
becomes very tiresome at times) it also gets on nerves, too* But inspite of these 
unpleasant facts I think it is better to stick to it until s omething better turns 
up* I am looking forward to my coming vacation which will pro bably be sometime next 
month* Although the exact date has not been announced, i t will be around August 20th* 
So far I have not thought of any plans exoept that if I have the time I would like 
to visit my cousins in Arisona* 

There has been two marriage here during the last month and it was only 
last week that Mr. Nakamura got married to a girl from Pas adena* Remember Mr. Haka-
mura who visited Chioago with me last April? There is anoth er marriage coming up 
next month, too* Among the staff members there are more mar ried people than single 
ones* 

As I am typing this letter Mr* Akiya, who is now staying in th e same room 
as I am, asked me to give his regards to you* He has been here almost two months 
and is a full fledged instructor shooting the 'baloney' as w e all do U 

Hell, iiiariko, I'd better close here for I still have so me prospectus to 
make for tomorrow* So till I write to you again, so long and ta ke care of yourself! 

Sincerely, 

Paul 



saaissss 

LETTER 
Charles Kikuohl 
Ohioago no date 

Ave. 1, B-62, U-48 
Santa Anita Assembly 

Center 
Arcadia, Calif, 

Dear Mariko, 

Many thanks for your kind words of sympathy. I think you kno w how we feel 
sinoe you have brothers and sisters of your own. Bob died the day that we were 
evaouated here, and it was a rather hard day for us, sinoe we w ere in an entirely 
new environment and we were trying to adjust ourselves. T he sad news of Bob's 
death was broken to us by Wesley who made a special trip he re together with Clem. 
We were still in the process of trying to relocate ourselves  in the Center, trying 
to get our baggage over to our new quarters, etc. the "stable %" formerly used by 
famed horses that used to run around the traoks here. 

Psyohologioally, it knooked the wind out of us, because here we were kind of 
glad to be evaouated here after the tense feeling in the o ity where the newspapers 
were doing considerable agitating to "get the Japs out.** An d our living was becoming 
more and more insecure as we stayed on. When we arrived here we were glad to get 
here although our first impression of Santa Anita was not very good. I thought as I 
looked out of the bus as we entered Santa Anitai "I'm ent ering a Concentration Camp 
and 1*11 be in here a damned long time before I ever get out. ** We came through rather 
a beautiful countryside — San "arino, etc. on some 30 buse s from Los Angeles evacuating 
the Japanese and Japanese- Amerioans, and suddenly we wer e, almost before we knew it, 
in Santa Anita. The rows upon rows of ugly barraoks covered w ith ooal tar, made us 
shudder and the thousands of people who came out to greet u s — truly soared us. 
They seemed to leading such and aimless life — waiting fo r buses to come in. But I 
was mistaken, I soon learned that a lot of old Issei ra ther liked it in the oenter be-
cause their worries (temporarily) were over. I heard se veral Issei women comment that 
they were glad to be here. They had never known leisure befo re. "We don't have to 
oook or wash dishes anymore. We have all day to visit our f riends and talk.** But most 
of them agree that after the war is over, their greatest wor ries will begin. 

Life is ratherjeasy going for most of us in the Center. We are free from 
worry and inaeourity of the outside world. Most people com ing here found conditions 
better than they had expeoted, because they had heard te rrible Nazi style rumors 
about these "Centers'* being "concentration oamps." 

Of course, I must admit that most of my friends who arrived h ere early (when 
the oamp was still in a state of flux) said that the food here w as just "lousy" — not 
fit for a dog* The food has improved considerably since th en. 

I hate to talk about my brother now, for he has been const antly on my mind 
and people keep reminding me when they stop me and say they'r e sorry. 

Sometimes, silenoe speaks louder than words and 1 appreci ate some of my friends 
who do not make a mention of my brother. They understand, and I understand how they 
feel. I disliked these acquaintances of mine who do not know my brother and oame up 
to ame and said they were sorry, when they weren't. I dislik e people who have to fol-
low convention blindly and say a thing because they th ink they're supposed to say those 
things. Damn them all* 

I have always regarded you as a sister to me, Mariko, and I ap preciate your 
thought and understanding. Having lived with us for whi le, I think you know how we 
felt about Bob, and I think you know Bob. He was a swell kid, kind and oonsiderate, 
and always thoughtful and sensitive about other people' s feelings. 

WBSBBKBBBHBBBBBBM M M M M B 



Charles Kilcuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

no date 

He was an American in every sense of the word* He loved Amer ica — her stream«, 
mountains, oceans, and he was a busy person always going swi mming, hunting, fishing. 
He think he loved America and appreciated Amerioa more tha n most of us. He was full 
of the "lust of living" as you aptly put it. 

His loss was great and for all the harm that I ever did him w ith harsh words 
or unkind words I want to atone for them by trying to make a b etter person out of my-
self, by beooming more kind and considerate of other people . I think you will under* 
stand how death in one's family will wield the members of th at family together in one 
great sorrow at first, then love for one another. 

I've been so busy sinoe I arrived here, having taken a volun tary job on the 
"Pacemaker," oenter news organ, three days after arriving h ere, that I have had little 
time to think about my brother's death. It baffles me, and it makes me yearn more 
than ever to see my brother onoe more to say good bye, or hello , or "gee whiz, don't 
go yet«" 

I received your letter yesterday. After work I carried the le tter in my pocket 
and took a walk around the long raoe traok here reading your letter. Tears bled from 
my heart profusely, when I read your letter and thought of those kind little inoi* 
dents in my brother's life, that meant so muoh to him, beoaus e precisely he was that 
kind of a human being. 

I am one who rather dislikes showing any emotion before peo ple, and I would 
rather walk my silent path away from people, and that is why I dislike daily having 
hundreds of people come up to me to say they are sorry. Half of them aren't. They 
are sorry for me, not him (my brother). 

I can't say that my brother's death was a good thing. He wan ted to live, and 
his life was just beginning. He was just beginning to see th ings and to take antttive 
interest in the world beyond his immediate horizon. 

I'm sorry that he Iiad to go, because Elsie was in love with him and he was in 
love with Elsie. I know my brother had plans in mind and he w anted to build a good 
home and to be happy. He would have made a good husband. He had changed considerably 

in the last few years after going around with Elsie - — . 

When someone olose to you dies, it's like having one's arm or leg out off. 
At night I cannot help think of my brother. My brother was a pa rt of my life. We 
fought together, played together, and often shared our va rious interests. I remember 
my brother*  s  adolescent years —— he was forever reading books. atti tude towards 
life was healthy ...• Everything that he did had something p ositive about it. When 
he sat down to read a book, he sat down and read it all the way through without having 
anyone or anything distract him. When he went hunting he did a good job of it and 
always returned with game* 

We in the oenter here are rather secluded from the outsid e world. Sinoe we 
arrived here we haven't been able to see anyone — not even Chu ok or Elsie, I don't 
know where Chuok and Elsie are at the moment. 

I'm glad that Bob had such a fine girl as Elsie for a friend and sweetheart. 
During the heotio weeks of evacuation she did more than a ny one person that I know 
to ease our burdens. She was always kind and helpful, and a lways doing little things 
for us that meant so muoh ...• 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

no date 

My mother used to pride herself in having raited a famil y of six children 
without having lost one« She used to always say, "It's becaus e I was a nurse." My 
mother and father are both taking Bob's death courageously, and quite philosophically — 
more philosophically than some of the weaker friends who c ome over and "gush*" Mother 
says, "I'm always going to think of Bob as being alive." Sh e gets up early in the 
morning before other people are up and takes a walk and l ooks at the mountains that 
border this great city. She seems to sense that he is alive and active — everything 
is so beautiful and hushed early in the morning, before the o lamor of day begins* 

I'm carrying on my life muoh the same as before as thou,;h nothing has happened* 
I got to a dance here at the centeron week ends after a monoton y of a week's work, 
despite what people say about not abiding by the usual 30- day mourning» I know that my 
brother would have it thus and no other way. I know that if I had to die, I would 
prefer that people not set a day or 30-days aside just to rem ember that I amdead* Rather 
I would have them partioip&te in everything and feel that I a m with them alive and 
danoing* I think you understand what I mean* 

Please do not show this letter to anyone* 

Very sincerely, 

Joe (Oyama) 



May 3,  1943 

Dearest Mariko; 

I hope that by this time you are safely at Gila, and not worryi ng 

about anything in this neok of the woods, I hope you had a pretty good 

trip and that you didn't need more than the cash you had on h and. Please 

let me know if you can't get the check cashed, and I'll forw ard you some. 

Assuming that you are there, how is Pop, and Mom, and the kid s. 

I guess you were glad to see them all, and please take it easy , because 

you were really in a nervous state when you left here, and yo u should 

get your health back, because the way things are now, you're g oing to 

need more than Just your health to keep from becoming a neuro tic. This 

war is really a nerve-wracking experience, and I am sorr y that we didn't 

% made 
get along better than we did the last few months, and I sho uldhave/more 

effort to try to overlook certain things, because you were not feeling 

well. But, I too, have been undergoing oertaln nerve-wrac king exper-

iences, and to tell you the truth, your flighty ways got on my nerves. 

And all of the people dropping over didn't help my dispositi on any. I 

was so sick and tired of cooking for all of those people, pl us the 

rest of the family; that Saturday night I cooked for 4 of u s, and Sunday, 

for five. Bob and Yoshi being around, besides Mark. 

Guess who came looking for you on Saturday night. Arth ur Okawa, 

with an  accent... .he  f s starting a nisei band, and said that being that 

you knew so many people, he wanted to know if you knew of any saxophone 

or clarinet players. 

And who came over Sunday night? I mean, afternoon••••.yo ur guzzy 

g friend Cherry Sasaki and Betty Omorl. I think they had an extra 

male with them in the taxi, and wanted you to go out with the m. At 

least they didn t stay very long, because Vic, Seesu, Bob, Yo shi, Fuki, 

and I were all around the place. 



- 2 -

Fukl makes a very nice and peaceful roommate, and I think she 'll 

be good to have around. She's gradually changed and is a lit tle more 

talkative now• Guess how old she I  s. • •  •the same as you, my friend* 

And here I've been acting very maternal around her, 

I think Yoshl had a nloe week-end—she'11 probably write you. 

Toyo says hello to you, and I guess the kids do too. They're w aiting 

for me at home to eat dinner with me, I think. Emi is going dow n town 

with Fukl and I tonight, being Monday night, so I shall close n ow in 

order to get home* 

Please tell Mom not to worry about me. And please don't give her 

any of your own conceptions about Mark and Myself, because sh e has 

enough worries about her children on the outside. At lea st she doesn't 

have to worry that I am running around, because last week-e nd we didn't 

even go out. Just had a nloe quiet evening, all of us. Fukl and I 

swept the place out thoroughly and mopped the floor until y ou'd never 

reoo&nlze it* It looks practically new. 

Closing time now* Tell Toshi and all the rest a personal hel lo 

for me and give Blaokie a hug for me--that is, after the fol ks* 

Take oare of yourwelf, and come back rested* All's well on t he 

Dearborn front« 

Love, Alice 



Charles Klk ehi 
Chieggo 

LETTE® Ifoy 4« 1048 

Dearest Marlko* 

Just a far linee to ask you if you're enjoying the beautiful Ar izona boat« 

Whaa did you arriva there # end did you get in touoh aith Mr« Lendeardt Z hopa 

your trip aae okay and the a andari ahee ••• did you «et then  ali? Z hopa you 

dldn't thraa azy of the dsriled hea snndwiehea aagr beeauae Charlia had a lot 

of trouble oleaning hit toa natia ont after juaping in it and m ixing it »itti 

Mayonnaise« (Dié you taea iho to» jenwr f Added flavor A à i H  iti  ) 

Laet nl(£it  (l2òadey)  Allea« Fuki and I »ont shopping doatoarn and boû it a 

fa» things« Fuki loft us to go to tho T te neat ber  brothor-in-law,  so a» 

vent to the eho» to eae "Cat People* »itti 8« Simone and'br. Ki ldare's HO» Assistant« n 

Tho fi rat ons aae kind of omooy* but the lattar aae pratty goo d* 

Today a» talkad to our landlody« Tïe bava deoided to tal ee tho back rooo even 

if it le dark or baoauae pretty soon none of ue »ili be homo in the apt« # eo it 

aon't aake auoh difforenoe anyaay, The rent le #80 ($8 ohoep or then ahat aa f ra 

poyirig no») and it Nati uueh ooaier than iiio one aa're in no» * Z think »a 9ll 

nova touorro» eo va oan get that off our oheet« 

Ilo» do you f Ind oeop li fot E va you gene to eoo exy of your fr iend« yetT 

Es ooially the on« aith halite sis  9 M  Henry M* 

The nain reaeon far this Iettar 1« to aak you if you »ili hava  mora sign 

the application for exemption sheet (ahere the V 1«) then te ka it to the 

Administration building and get it notariaed (go to the La g al Dopt* end they «ili 
» 

tali you ahere to go), Can you «and thie baek as soon a« possi ble baoauae Charlia 

«anta to get it eleared« Uhan you oone baek «ili you pleaea b rine the soupe that 

nos bougjht fbr ue and alea our alburno* serapbooks» sto* Th eake» 

Sothing mudi ta «vita* eo Z guesa X f ll gat a little ehnt eya* Pleaee say 

hallo to Toehl end  Al*  Henry and Saehi* Bob 8penser (the eaall  man)  and the girla 

naxt door if you aee then* Also to Mary Obata and Fred Oahina . VJhen you go to 

eae pope* giva hin our lava end tali hin that «a reelly miss him. Boa doee ha look? 

I«ll bat ha and you eried ahan you aant over to aee him hum? 



Charles Kikuohi t  Jiay  4, 1945 
Chicago 

Well, write  soon and don't  QD around making ogres at  Mr.  Fuglshlfl now| 

Incidentally, are you paying  tor your seals f 

Love* 

felt 



Charles Kikuohl 
Chloaga 

UBTTER May 12, 1945 

Door  Miyako —  (Olia la far  Ilari ko, nom, Tom and  p f , too.) 

Balla tharal Bew 9a my little alitar eoedng along? Are you etudylng hard, 
or la lt tao hot to do aiything. Wlll you pleaso tena that onaaan of voura ta 
«rita to uaf Goo, «a dldn't aren know if aha got there in one piece or not, 
but good old Kansoe wrota and aald that aha m a there. If ha dl dn't tali ua, ho* 
would va know 1f ohe gpt there or not hah? 

Yeeterday, Batta and Z want shopping and dld wa gat a good  bar gain« Ha eaoh 
bourht a ault for JtPOonly. Imaginel Even the sklrt la ewrth #6 alona* Z 
kopt aaklng the ealea girl if there waa a eatoh to lt or not, bu t aha eald no 
ao wa bourjit lt and praotioally ron out la case aha nade a ai e talee. Ulna la a 
b«ige ona end Bette'a la poeder blue. Sure la oute too. Zt 9a a eunraer ault 
ao it'e not tao heavy (no lining) but what a  bargaln.  Wa also  v  u^t good ahoaa 
ao they would last» Wa bought a palr of white ahoaa, and the y eoat C4.50. 
Z aleo oaw a real heavy eoat, and lt «ma on sale redueed fre na $29.98 to I19.98* 
Zt had a qullted lini ne (roally  heavy)  and good for várfcer tima, bit lt nada na 
loofe fattar, ao Z dldn't bay lt. After «linking lt over, Z th ougit y ehould 
Z eara how fat Z look ... juat ao lt would keep ne warn. Z don't have any heawy 
ooata mxymy,* ao thia morning Z phonad up the lady and aeke d her to  e  ava lt far 
ne.  Tcnorrav l'n going down to gat lt» The reaeon Z bought the eu it wae baoanaa 
ritfit not I'm meking a little entra apandlng  raonay»  The lady that orna the place 
y/o Uve at aeked  ne  to olean the bethroome on ali  3  floore and alean the  e  taire 
nna d ^ end the halla the next day, ohan̂ ingarery other dey. A t flret aha aald 
aha9d giva ua our roen rent for the  work,  but chas. figurad wa would mako mora 
by aaklng for  50/ par hour, ao that 9a what I'm gatting. IVe Teiy easy and sometimos 
Z tako ny etatlonary up to the bathroon, look the door, and wr ite lettera. V m 
gattlng marked dotai for S hre. every day, but Batta la g olng to do lt froza no  :t 
waak on, ao Z don't know whether aha'11 have the patiente t o take her tima, ao 
her houra will ba longor. The flret two deye took me houra s o I'm golng by 
that par doy. Z can do the  woifc  any tino Z want to ao lt mekaa lt easy. I guaee 
by nert waak 1*11 bave sono klnd of ali day job. Dr. Thanaa l a golng to help 
ne find a job. Sha  e  aya hallo to ali of you. They're plani ng to atay bere 
In Chicago for about a month until they gat the etuty set up an d then go back 
to Boricela?« had them over for eupper the other night (wit h Allea and Mark 
tao) and lt turnad out pratty euooaeafully. Our aaw plaoe la nueh batter thaa 
the other, end òheopor too(Wait ti 11 you eoa lt Marlko. Ohe  way wa eerred the 
dìnner, wty oven  Krs.  Jarvls has nothing on  ua.  Our diehee, silverware, eto. has 
groan quita a bit ainoe you laat saw it). 

How la pop? Za the oooler In the hospital yet? Pleaae anaw er some of thaaa 
questione that wa write down. Wa aak then In prnatiaaJ% «rre ry lettor, and no 
oue anewara then. So Tom or lUyako, how about settlng off  an hour or ao off of 
your pleytiae and really write ua a long lattar, anewering our queetione, and the 
nava about camp. 

Z heard about that old man who got lo et end I eay he waa mental ly unbalanoed 
or somethlng. Hawe they found any trace of him yet? 

B m kide, Jeokle'e blrthdey la aoon, ao how* a about aendìng h lm a card (or 
present)? His address is Box 166 Hoyt Bowne, Drew Univers ity, Madison, N.J. I'm sure 



Charlee  Kikuohl 
GMeage 

2 Hoy 12, 1943 

he* APPRATIATE the tbougit of you klds roraemboring hia. Write hia a Ietta r  T — 
times toe, He*d love te hear from y u # I*m  eeoding  you a bunoh of fUnny papere 
IB  a  tm daye, eo la caso you*re gettine thoo la  oonp,  «rite te ue and then 
n woa't eead  UMÌ onymore«  I*a sondi ng pepa  far oakes  too, eo doa*t you klds 
eat  thew,  «Jüst for hlm ansí Dees he lite te eat lee eresi, nov that it*e eo hot? 
Why doa*t you take acme orer te him eoaetlne, Then lf he  doeen* t  llke lt, you eea 
aladre eat it # 

• 

Hea*e Blakee? Stili running arouad llke a quoon, or has t he beat got ber 
deva« Have you de«winod hor reeently» Zea't lt about timo for ltt 

Oae boy vrote to  ine  Marito and he eaye he haea 9t eeoa you yet but the 
boye soy thoro's a gal aheee "the stuff" that*e stayìng bloo k 74 # Just la from 
Chleago* Sue doa*t gp getting ewell-headed oithor« 

Well, nuflt o lo se now, Bxeuee the terrible serlbbllng, Wy ite real sooa huht 
ìfy love te mora and pop, and teli them that «e're boing good, We alee you ali, 

I*a eleepor novi eo bye-bye. 

Leve and klesee, 

felfeo 

Anubody move into 74 - 1 - B yet? llhat happeaed to the door? 



Charles Kikuehi 
Chioago 

2 May 12, 1943 

After I mailed  my  last letter to you, I heard from Martha that you went to 
Chioago and was I surprised. That was the same week I wrote you, almost axtyway. 
I waited weeks and weeks, to months. So you ©an see how  I »re  waited. Of oourse, 
knowing you I didn't mind. 

Hear from Toshi almost ereryday. Do miss her now. Well, Mans anar is O.K., 
but I'm satisfied now inhere I am. She said that she's workin g as nurses' aide in 
the hospital there. I do hope she likes the job and sticks t o it. She's got lots 
of friends there so she wouldn't get lonesome. Chyes, I mus t tell you about my 
new permanent. I'm not the same kid. I didn't plan to get a p ermanent 'oause I 
knew how tight the ourls will be. By now my hair grew setra ight and unourly 
t h a t  I just had to get an end permanent. The way I wear my hair I wanted it loose 
and long, but it didn't work out that way. l$r. hair is so rt of long, but $he ourls 
are tight yet. low that I hare ay hair short, I wear it up or br ushed out like a 
baby bob. Well, no use pretty^up around this here Joint an yway. Ho interesting 
guys around — yet. Took some pictures before I came here, b ut didn*t turn out 
good enough to give to you or anybody else. So, Marl, you'll  hcve to wait till 
after this damn, damn war. How about a glamorous poiture of y ou? 

When you hear from Martha send me her address as I don't know w here she 
is at present. I know she went back to her sister's but I hav en't got her address. 
Write me soon so I can write to Martha. 

Rigit now I'm spending my time writing letters for a chang e, since there 
is nothing to do at present — thank goodness. 

I think I gained about five pounds sinoe I last saw you. I guess being lazy 
I accumulated some fat. I might even get as round as Toshl — Heaven's forbid. 
It is gay — it is gay. 

I think I talked enough for today. Don't forget to write eve ry now and then. 
I'll be waiting to hear from youse. I do want to see you sson to look for 
that "oharaoter and intelligence in your face." Tou got s omething that I just 
ain't got. Must aoqulre some. All kidding aside — Do miss y ou deart Catch 
the Tankee Dime I'm sending your way (Toshi's method). He re's her address if 
you want to write to her. Alioe Miki Okayaki, Barraok S61B, 2 4th St. Pomona 
Assembly Center, Pomona Assembly Center Pomona, Calif. 

Love, Miki 

P.S. Do you have Tqshi's address? In oase no. — here it is. B look 11, Building 
6, apt. 5. (Bll-6-3) Owens Valley Reception Center, Mansana r, Calif. 



May 15, 1943 

Pear Martkoi 

Just In case you are still in Arizona, you'd better look up 

about your railroad tioket because it is only good for one mo nth, 

and if you are going to visit in Denver and St. Louis aft er Arizona, 

you'd better step on it* 

You're a fine one, note: two weeks have gone by already si nce 

you left and you haven't even written any of us to tell us that you 

arrived there. 

I'm sending the Hallway Express package for Toshi and Sachi s o 

please tell mom when it does come, to give Toshi one and Sachi t he 

other, and what it's for. You'll probably be gone by the ti me it gets 

there, so be sure to tell her, won't you. 

Everything going along fine here, although I haven't had a 

ohance to do any work on the place. I had all the good Intent ion of 

doing a lot of work, but you know how fast the time goes, and it 's 

all I can do to keep myself clean and dressed presentably. 

Writing this in the offioe, on office time and paper, so I shal l 

make it brief. I don't want anyone to catch me at it. 

The kids all fine, and is Bob Spencer still there? The Tho mases 

were over at Charles' one night, and we had a swell dinner. They've 

moved to the other apartment which is much nicer and better ar ranged. 

Hello to all, and sorry about the messy typing. I'm trying to 

hurry too much. 

How is Pop getting along, and Mom, and the kids. It must seem 

funny to see the smallness of the family. I hope it isn't too hot there. 

Write me. Oops, have to go now. Bye. Love, 

Alice 



LETTER 
Charles Kikuohi 
Chioago May 10, 1943 r 
Dearest Mariko, 

Hi, strangert Now you know how an evaouee feels« Wonderful , isn't it? 
I hope you aren't roasting yet and won't during your stay but the meroury is supposed 
to rise 5 dally from now on. 

Hasn't pop just happy to pieoes when he saw you? I'll bet he oried and you 
oried and everyone had a free-for-all, huh? 

Was the trip okay on the way down? Did Bob meet you or did you take a bus 
into Rivers? Bob has gone to Berkeley for a week or so but you probably saw him 
before then. 

Hasn't Tom and Miyako grown since you last saw them? I'll bet they were 
thrilled to pieoes when they heard that familiar voice. 

I suppose you've seen quite a bit of the plaoe if it hasn't b een too hot 
to walk around. 

Qee, oan't think of much to say. I still have to do my homework a nd it's 
11i00 P.M. already. 

I bought shoes and a suit today. Now all I need is a coat. Ho h um I 
Hope I have enough do-re-mi. 

Been going to sohool every day and find I have plenty to oatoh up. Boy, 
that sohool in camp is and will always be a dump. 

Have you met anyone we know? 

How's about writing to me, please. Sure miss seeing you aro und 

Love to all 

Bette 



May 23, 1943 

Dear Marlkoi 

Received your letter Friday, and was almost a little late f or 

work - reading It. Bette was here for lunoh so I gave her the message 

about the pictures. I wonder If you'll be there to receiv e this letter 

though* 

I visited Seesu Saturday and she told me that her mother wr ote 

that you were leaving Saturday May 22 (that day) so I didn 't send your 

ration book. In the first place, I couldn't find your sugar bo ok, and 

In the second place, I spent up your canned goods and meat t ickets. 

Also mine Is pretty well used up, and so Is Fuki's. 

After your 15 paged letter, I thought sure I would know when you 

were returning, but you made no mention as to whether you wer e going 

to go to Denver soon, or Just to pass through, so I haven't t he 

slightest Idea as to whether you'll be back this week or no t. The only 

thing I have to go by Is that I think the ticket expires In 3 0 days' 

time and that means that you would be baok by Monday, May 31s t. Or 

does your ticket state 60 days after purchase? 

Chldorl was In town for a few days and says she's very sorry  to 

have missed you. She came to dinner one day, stayed with Ma to that 

night, and then left town to go see her old high-school day  correspondent 

for a few days. She returned Saturday, took me and Fukl to lunch, had 

dinner with us, met Mark, and then went back with Mato. She l eft at 

9:00 a.m. this morning (Sunday). 

By-the-way, George Yamanaka was in town for a day or so , and so 

I had him over for dinner. He's a very interesting person, I thought, 

and he was quite disappointed that you xsa wx weren't here . 

Eileen called me tonight and says to tell you that you promi sed 
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to write her* Haven't seen her since you left. 

Minkey Sato, brother Buddy and friend are in town* He works 

at Isbell's on the South side* 

Puki' s  family are coming in sometime next week so she'll probabl y 

leave just about when you come back* She has been very nice t o have 

around as she's quiet and considerate* There haven't been t oo many 

people here sinoe you left, so I ve been getting my peace and qu iet 

that I was longing for* 

I'll make this short since its after 11 now and I'm sle epy. I 

wrote tonight as I want to mall it in the morning on my way to w ork. 

There isn't muoh happening around here - oh yes - Victor had a n 

appendeotomy and is home now - the last dance was crummy - the  "Y" 

social, not bad, and Helen Nakamura came over the past few Thu rsdays 

and missed you. Yoshi hasn't been over but once since you le ft and 
two 

since it has been raining off and on she didn't come the last/ weeks. 

My love to everyone if you are still at Gila and if you are in 

Denver when you get this, my best to Saye. 

We can send the sugar later when you come baok and find the  book 

for me* I have the meat book but not your sugar book* I'll loo k 

again* 

Love, Alice 

\ 



Monday, May 31st 

Dearest Mariko: 

I don't know where you are at present, but I shall try to find 

Saye's letter among your things - and address it to her addr ess« 

This is an espeolally hard letter for me to write due to th e 

nature of the news I have to write« 

As you have probably guessed, it's about Mark. We have dec ided 

to get married - and quick« He has an unexpected 3 day pass th is 

ooming weekend, June 6th, and we shall get the license Satur day, be 

married that afternoon, and have until Monday night toget her« Now 

don't get all excited about this because it isn't at all a ha sty 

deolsion« Mark and I have been discussing this even before you left, 

although we didn't say anything about it to you, because y ou might 

say, "Well, after all, you haven't known each other very l ongI n I 

know that and so does he, but four months is long enough for us to be 

sure of our feelings, and we have decided definitely, so r egardless of 

what anyone may have to say, we are being married very, ver y quietly. 

Brigadier Huffman is an ordained minister and will perfor m the ceremony 

in the living room of his home« I have already had my medica l tests 

and ha so has Mark, and I have gone to the clinio to be fitted f or 

birth oontrol - the Margaret Sanger way, so that we can plan o ur family 

later on« Mark will put in for an allotment for me, and from hi s 

salary the government will deduct #22, and add $28 making a t otal of 

$50 for me« I shall oontlnue working after marriage, and li ve on my 

earnings so that we can put away the whole $50, if possib le« 

Gosh, I hated to have to tell you this way, and I would have told 

you before, but we weren't sure of the date, and I didn't wan t you to 

spoil your vacation by running back to Chicago to be with us« I n fact, 
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Charlie and Emi and Bette aren't even going to witness the cer emony, 

because if you can't be with me I don't want any of the famil y. 

All or none, is what I want. And besides, I have always want ed to be 

married all alone - without fuss or bother - but being married in the 

city hall was not to my liking, so I chose to have someone I k now marry 

us - in a nice home* 

I'm wearing a pale green (new) gabardine suit, white blouse , and 

my new hat (purple with white flowers) new patent shoes and n ew patent 

purse• 

When you get baok to Chicago - I shall already be married, an d we 

can dlsouss together how to announce it to the general pu blic. I have 

already written to Toshi, and to Mom - having Toshi read it to her 

since you won't be there, 

Puki will either not be here by next week end, or, if she is , 

she's going to stay with her sister-in-law. She expects he r^ brothers 

and sister in very shortly so is anxious to find an apartment. 

Marlko, I hope you will take this news in a good way, because I 

am so happy over it myself, that if you should say one word t hat is 

not favorable, it would make me feel very unhappy indeed. T his is 

not an infatuation. I have known for a long time that I was in lo ve 

with Mark, and it wasn't anything like the rest. They were al l in-

fatuations - but with Mark - it is the way I felt about Sammy - a l-

though much better sinoe Mark is so muoh more Americanize d. He gives 

me all that I've ever wanted of a man. He is Just as good a fr iend 

as a boy friend - he is considerate and kind and we feel the sam e about 

so many things. Marlko - please believe me when I say that I a m very 

sure of myself - I love Mark - and he loves me - and we are not bei ng 

foolish or Impractical. I know that he may be sent into ac tive duty 

• 
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soon - but I am willing to wait for him to oome back. And I k now he 

will oome baok. 

Pop being sick, and his dad being ill too, makes the reason for 

suoh a quiet wedding - then too, soldiers don't get paid very m uch* 

You may tell Saye if you like ft I consider her a good friend, 

but for the rest, please don't tell everyone beoause I wan t to talk 

It over with you first. 

Incidentally, the Ouljl board telling us that we would be married 

June 6th didn't have anything to do with it (our decision). B ut, who 

knows about the weird super-natural? Funny how it works  out I 

Slnoe it is so hot in Gila at present and we haven't enou gh money 

saved up, we are going to Gila to see our respective parents around 

Sept. or Oct. He'll get a furlough then, and I am in line for a 

vaoatlon at that time. 

Tell Saye that George Yamanoka was over one day while in Chic ago, 

and I invited him to dinner. He is very interesting - and so good-

looking (don't you think he looks a little like Wes though? ) I like 

him immensely and so did Fukl - we had a very enjoyable evening  with 

him. He was very disappointed at having missed you. 

Mlnkey S ato is in town with a good looking younger brother and 

is waiting your return. So is Helen (who will be here in a v ery few 

minutes) Eileen N, Bob and Ykeson, the family and Seesu. 

Elko Takagl sent over a droopy looking individual (not loo ks as 

much as personality) named Min Yonekura from Hay ward. G eorge has not 

called at all. You have mall awaiting your return, and I'm se nding 

ration book. Reason I didn't send it before was that I thought you 

were leaving Gila soon - and we had already used your this mont hs #12 

sugar tloket. But you can use the June one now, so I'll sen d it in 
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this• Paul has sent you $15 that he owes - do you want me to s end 

it? Write soon. 

Love, Alioe 

Helen just came in and says to say hello 



p 
Y 

Dear Marlko 

I am soly for you Alice tell me you are slke and you have no 

Job yet, I hoop you get well soon and you get nice job too . We 

are very much waly for you became you go to Denfer? and go bec k 

Chicago. You don't give me one post car so every body a sk for 

me Mariko sand letter yet?  1  says no not yet. I answer all 

time and (Miss Chlry Yosa) ask me meni time are you pramuce to 

some thing for her? 

Please you give to letter for your frand to soon some da y. 

Mom 

* 

July 14 



Dear Mariko: 

Papa wa toto naku nari mashita July 29, 8:15 p.m. deshita. Jul y 

28, Wednesday ni mama ga yuki mashita noua 4:45 ban no goh an 

tabe sase ni deshita so shitara Ogisan ga kiyo wa taihen net su 

ga arukara ic© bag de hiya shita arimasu to ywalema shita nod e 

teo atte mima shita ra taihen netsu ga aru node mama wa bikur i 

shite Dr. Sugiyama o yonde mite morai mashitara kenneni ba ikin 

ga hairi mashita no de totemo muzukashi to yimashita kar a sono 

ban osoku made soba ni ite yoku gltsu hayaku Tom ga kiki ni 

yuki. Mama mo 11 a.m. kara yuki mashi taga dandan mizu mo no me 

naku nari spoon de ice water o noma sete orimashita. Soshi t e 

toto mama dake sobani ite naku nari mashita. Dr. Sugiyam a ga 

mo dame to iimashi temo Tom mo Mama mo do mo honto ni omowa le 

nai hodo ya su raka na shini gao deshita. Korewa mama ga ( dozo 

kamisama papa o kuru shii omoi sase nai yo ni) to onegai shi ta 

kara dato omoi masu. Irò iro no koto wa mama wa nani mo waka 

ri ma sen kara Block Manager, Mr. Tator, Mery Obata, Mr s. Sato, 

mina san ga nani kato honso shite kudasai masu. August 5 ga 

otsuya, 6 ga oshoshiki desu. Alice was daijobu mani aimasu . 

Izule ato de mata kaki masu ga C.E.B.J ni hanashi te kuda sal. 

Flower was Dr. Thomas, Mr. Spencer, Mariko, woman club, hok a ni 

mo mada arimasu. 

TRANSLATION 

Dear Mariko: 

Papa finally died. It was July 29 at 8:15 p.m. On Wednesday, 

July 28 mother went at 4:45 after dinner to feed pap.a It was 
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then that a friend told me that papa had a high fever an d that 

an ice bag had been placed on his forehead. I placed my ha nd on 

his forehead and found it was hot. I became frightened so I 

called Dr. Suglyama who told me that poison was circula ting 

through his system and that his condition was critical. So that 

night I stayed by his bedside but Tom came and called me. The 

next morning I went again to the hospital at 11 a.m. end b y that 

time he could not eat or drink anything but I gave him a spoonful 

of ice water. I was alone with him when the end came. Dr. 

Suglyama told me that the end was near but Tom and I both co uld 

not believe it. He died very peacefully. Mama believes th at it 

was because I prayed to God that his end would be peaceful th at 

he did not suffer in the end. I didn't know what to do but 

everyone like the Block Manager, Mr. Tator, Mery Obata, Mr s. Sato 

and the others were very helpful. The wake services was held 

August 5 and the funeral on August 6. Alice arrived in time. 

I intend to write to C., E. and B. Please tell J. about it too. 

Flowers were sent by Dr. Thomas, 1Ir. Spencer, Mariko,  the Women's 

Club and many others. 



POST CARDS 
8/1/43 

Dearest Marlkos 

We're In Iowa just past Davenport and have orossed the Missis sippi 

already* 

Did you come down to the station? We're sorry we missed yo u if 

you did oome down, as we had to rush into the train, due t o the crowds• 

Muscatine, Iowa, now • . • • . 

It 1 s  pretty hot, but this oar is an air conditioned one  so  it Isn't 

so bad - and we are sitting right near the women's lounge a nd the water. 

Will write you upon arrival - take good oare of yourself and if 

you see Toyo will you ask her to olean my desk drawer out - I hav e some 

letters, etc. Say hello to everyone for me. Love, Alice. 

######## 

8/4/43 

Dear Mariko: 

We are leaving for Phoenix for the cremation at 1, so I'll have 

to write you the details of the funeral later. The embalming job was 

very good, and Pop looked very peaceful - he had a nice grey coffin, 

satin lined. And wore his black suit, white shirt and black ti e, hold-

ing his glass es in his hand. There were some beautiful floral pieces, 

and everyone was most helpful. The servioe was very nice, a nd we all 

thought of you four - hoping you could be with us. 

Lunch time now, so I'd better say goodbye. Letter will fol low as 

soon as I get a chance. 

Love, Alice 

it tt ft ft ft It ft ft ff 

8/14/43 

Dearest Marlkos 

Our second week here, and it still is very warm. The menu is s till 

pork, pork, pork and we are still existing only by the grace of t he 
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POST CARDS, contd. 

cooler• 

Cherie is leaving Monday or Tuesday so you may be seeing her before 

long, Yuri Amemiya is holding a farewell oonoert Sept. 3 an d then will 

go to New York. 

Mom is in bed temporarily from a foot infeotlon - and Tom a nd 

Mlyako have the same thing - on their nose, and chin. It may b e caused 

by the dust, or too much pork. It's getting better though . 

How's the situation coming along with George? Did you in vite him 

to dinner yet« 

Sorry you weren't able to see us off and that your trip dow n was 

in vain, but I told you if you weren't down by 10 it would be too late 

as the train left at 10:15. 

Say hello to everybody. 

Love, Alice. 
########## 

8/17/45 

Dearest Marikos 

Cherie left today and I gave her the roll of films of pop's 

funeral. She will be at the Belden Hostel, 350 N. Belden Hd. 

Mom still in bed with infected leg - but getting along better . 

The doctor says her varloose veins make it take longer to h eal up. 

How' s  Toshl and the baby? Yourl says she's leaving around the 

middle of next month and will stop over in Chicago and Detroit. 

It's still hot here and what a time I have keeping the place c lean 

and answering all my mail - have written about 32 letters an d 12 post-

oards since my arrival here. 

Will you ask Chas. and Bette to send Emi the films o/o Miss Ros alie 

Hankey, our address (HANKEY) Just in case. All send regards ^  Love,  Alice 



Friday 

Dear Mama: 

Monday Is your birthday and I do not have time to go down town 

to buy you a present, so I am going to send you some money Ins tead 

and you oan buy yourself something at the oanteen - somethi ng you 

need, or you can put it in the bank if you want• 

I am fine and so is Emiko, Bette and Charlie* Bette comes to 

eat lunch with me every day and I see Charlie and Emiko on Sat urday 

or Sunday* 

It was raining up to yesterday, but today was too hot* I t hink 

this year we are going to have only winter and summer and no S pring 

or Pall. 

How is the governor? I hope the hot weather is not too bad f or 

him and I hope Tom and Mlyako go to see Pop every day* I miss all 

of you in Arizona and wish I could see you soon. Maybe so on I will 

make a trip to Arizona too - when the hot weather is over. 

That's all the news for now, I hope you are well too, Mom, and 

take care of yourself. 

Is there anything you need that I can buy for you? I'll send 

you some sugar in a little while if you need, and some Kool-ald . 

Say hello to Toshl and Mrs, Sato if you see them. 

Bye now, and Happy BirthdayI 

Love, Alioe 



LETTER 
Charles Kikuohi 
Chioago (postcard - undated) 

postmarked Aug. 2, 1943 
Dearest Uariko — 

Train's awfully jerky so you*11 hare to excuse the writing * I'm so 
sorry we couldn't see you before we left* However, we 111 give mom and the kids your 
love and you can be sure that we'll tell them how much you wan ted to be there* 

Just passed Muscatini — 3:30 p.m. Sure is hot. Plenty of seat s so far* 
Seats aren't so good so I hate to think of sleep tonite * Can't write, so we*ll close. 
Better get out  your  microscope to read this strange handwriting* 

Love, 
Bniko 

postmarked Aug* 3, 1943 

Are just pulling in to El Paso, so am dropping you a line to tell you how 
we're petting along* Everything's fine (?) except (1) the da rn cooler system has been 
broken since yesterday morning and we perspired and suffer ed all day yesterday and 
la st nightj (2) the damn baby in front cries continuously. There's a case where I 
feel like throwing it on the floor and stepping on it; (3) w e're 7 hours late so far — 
hope it isn't any later than that] (4) can't sleep worth a d anr — I've never been so 
hot before in all my life* Will write again* Should arrive in Coolidge around 2 p.m. 
It's & a*m* now* 

Love, 
Eml 

postmarked Aug. 4, 1943 
Dearest Mariko --

We just arrived in Casa Grade —- straight from Chicago. We w ere supposed 
to go the Coolidge way, but they had a washout near Phoenix,  so we had to come this 
way. Only thing wrong was that they took our luggage off at Tuoson. We won't get 
the bags till late tonight or tomorrow morning, lfihat a heo tic trip. I'll bet that 
oar was at least 120° — chairs didn't reoline either. I'm b eginning to feel sort 
of dunny inside — nervousness, etc. We'11 write again. 

Love, 
Eml 

Hello from Alice — will write later. 



Written about August 

Camp 2 
65-9-6 
WRA Project 

Sacaton, Arizona 

Dear Jack and Alice: 

I had meant to write right away, but I couldn't get up the am -

bition immediately. You are probably anxious to know everyt hing* i 

Yesterday, Bette and Emiko wrote and I don't know just how m uch they 

oovered so I hope you will bear with any repetitions* 

I may as well be realistic and describe things just as they a re* 

Now don 11 get a premonition of anxiety; it f s not that bad* Yes, it 

is hot, but oooling off rapidly* Yesterday it was only 98$ and there 

was a breeze in the afternoon, which was transformed into a du st 

storm beoause of all the dust around here* However, I am get ting 

ahead of the story so I will jump baok to the beginning and pr ogress 

forward* 

We had to ride into S*F* in that panal truok all stuffed i n with 

the luggage* As I passed through the gates, I suddenly bec ame conscious 

of the faot that I was leaving Tanforan, probably for good* T he ride 

into the city was terrific* All that oarbon monoxide poured i nto the 

oar and Tom and Earl got sort of sick. I thought for a minute t hat 

Tom was going to throw up* It was quite a thrill to get into SF a gain* 

For the last time, we felt that dripping fog* I was amazed to s ee all 

of those cars going to defense plants with war workers. We got oaught 

in several jams and had to orawl along. Things have defini tely 

changed* The oity was plastered with billboards all carryi ng signs 

and ads with a war motif* Even the political signs were lik e that: 

"Re-elect Olson", blah, blah* 

We were unfortunate in having a very stupid guard "Fuddy Bra ins" 
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who tried to give the kids a lot of soare talk about the ugly  feeling 

against the Japs in the camps and how there was a danger of mob a ction, 

etc. Prom the beginning, we had no incidents of any sort a nd the only 

looks that we got were glances of idle curiousity. The fir st thing 

that Tom did in the station was to go buy a lot of funny books , and 

Era! and Bette got some movie magazines to read on the way . I did not 

have a chance to phone Mrs, Jarvis as the train was pulling  out at 

8i16. We made the unfortunate mistake of lugging two he avy grips 

along, plus the blankets  I  Gad, they were heavyI Emi took her 

phonograph also. We kept lagging way behind and our dear guar d got 

all exoited because he thought that we would miss the train* A negro 

porter came along and offered to carry the grips in his hand  truck. 

I wanted to give him a tip, but he would not take it, saying "keep It, 

boy, I know how it is to be shoved around by the white boys  • ff 

There is not much use in describing the details of the trip s ince 

Emi and Bette have already done that no doubt. I don't thi nk that the 

guard liked us very much because we were not submissive e nough. He 

wanted us to ask him permission to even go to the toilet, but  we just 

ignored him. The trip down on the Daylight was very pleasant * The kids 

were slightly carsick and they dozed most of the way down*  We thought 

that we would have a chance to see LA, but old fuddle is like a n excite-

able lady and he said that it was too dangerous, etc* We sn uok outside 

for a few moments anyway, and Tom got caught by Fuddle and he was given 

Hell* Yusa and company stayed in that stuffy MP office and Earl 1s 

mother got all exoited and tried to bawl me out for not maki ng the kids 

behave. Tom met one of his old sailor customers from Mare I sland in 

the terminal building and the fellow said hello to him. The r est of 
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the time we just sat around and gabbed with the MP's about th e movie 

stars* They treated us swell and were very nloe to us* They even 

took us on the train for Arizona through a special door so tha t we 

would not have to stand around too much* 

What a difference between the Daylight and the Argonaut* T he 

"A" was an old fashioned oar and we had to sit in stuffy old s eats* 

It was a full train and every available seat had to be used* You can 

imagine the torture we went through that night* The lights w ent out 

around 11:30 and we tried to sleep* We could not put the sha des up 

because of the blaokout regulations* Emi and I made a lot of  cheese and 

oraoker sandwiches and passed them out to the Portuguese fa mily who 

were traveling with us. The rest of the time we just read of ta lked* 

It was so damn hot just as soon as we hit LA* Tom finally got a card 

playing board out and put it on the floor and  slept  on it. He slept 

like a log. But he kept pushing out into the aisle and we had to k eep 

pushing him back in so that he would not get his head stepped o n by 

the people passing. Around 2;30 Earl, Tad, and I went to th e ice room 

between the oars and we got nice and cool. Earl had some grap efruit 

juioe and we iced and drank that. The train did not leave the S tate 

until 3:30 and there was nothing but miles and miles of deser t* We 

happened to be out there yet when we hit Yuma. The only thing notable 

about that town were the neon signs advertising Justices of  the peace 

for marriage ceremonies* We could of Jumped off the train ea sily, as 

they opened up to load on some more stuff. Th®y unhitched the oar 

and we had to rush back inside our own so that we would not be le ft 

behind. The moon and the stars were about the only things to l ook at 

beside the desolate desert. For the rest of the night we sle pt very 
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fitfully. 

Tom was a bit peeved the next morning because ho lost his pea rl 

handled knife. Wo made up by ordering a 1.25 breakfast and Pu ddy got 

mad at us. It started to get hot right away. I will start the 

applications for your transfers immediately but you will  have to go to 

the hospital and make them get sleeper accommodations for M om and Pop 

because they can not walk up and down those aisles and it will b e too 

hard for them to stand all of those discomforts nut that we w ent 

through. 

The train did not arrlvo in Casa Grande until 10:30. Bob Spe ncer, 

the fellow working on the UC project was there to pick us up a nd he let 

us do a little shopping. You should have seen those townspe ople crowd 

around the doorway to look at us. Some of those little India n girls 

look just like Japanese. We drove the 15 miles in an Army tru ck. 

Felipe, the Indian driver, was very good to us. He is a big 250 lb. 

Indian and he said that the Pima Indians sort of resented the Japs 

moving in on their reservation. He said that we were differe nt from 

the other Japs, because we spoke such good English. 

It was hot as hell—>102 degrees—but it felt like more. We  were 

all tired out and were anxious to get settled, but this was not to bo 

the case. Bob took us through Gamp 1. This camp has about 6500 people 

in it and is much more oompleto than ours. It was a very tr ying time 

getting settled and our reactions were similar to that of th e first 

days of Tanforan, only we had the heat and the dust to conten d with. 

Yesterday, it was 98 degrees and the aide de camp here said t hat it is 

getting cooler dally. Naturally, we suffered much more be cause we were 

not used to it. The best way that I can describe the heat is to c ompare 



It to the peach picking weather up at Marysville, only this  heat 

does not take so much out of a person. The fellow said that h e was 

from Utah where they were just setting up the camp there, and it was 

almost as hot there. They have a bigger problem in that wate r is 

scarce. You can realize that conditions will not be the sa me as 

Tanforan--from the climatic point of view. But we are alre ady getting 

used to the weather. The evenings are nice. It oools down ve ry 

rapidly.  ff he first night we did not use any blankets, but last night 

we used one. There was a nioe breeze blowing through. Tom has been 

making himself very useful by running to the mess hall to get Ice 

water. I have to struggle with him from drinking too much, or else 

he will tf get sick. Bette has boiled out the kettle so that we 

could boil our water and Dr. Thomas has given us diet inst ructions 

and some medicine to prevent getting disentary. 

The Army has been shoving people in here so fast that it has 

been Impossible for the Administration to house them adequa tely. Our 

camp is very incomplete and looks discouraging because of a ll the dust 

and ditches. They are putting the water lines in now and la ter on the 

roads will be fixed up so that there will not be so much dust. A lot 

of the barracks have to be built yet and until they are f inished, the 

people will have to double up, six to a room. There are abo ut 75 

square blocks in this oamp. The High School and Administra tions 

buildings have yet to be built. Later on, couples and fami lies of 

four will have separate places of their own. No screens hav e been 

put up yet so that we have to contend with the flies and the bugs 

attracted by our lights in the evenings. The rooms are fair ly large 

and much better than the barracks at Tanforan. The roofs hav e a 



double roof—that Is, there is one roof with tar paper an d then a 

foot higher they have put on another slate or tiled roof* The w alls 

are of asbestos and they go all the way to the top. Later on th ey 

will put in lawn and in the houses stoves and gas lines will be 

installed. 

We had to go to about 11 different places before they foun8/ a 

place. Nobody wanted to take us poor orphans. The housing head fin-

ally broke down and assigned us to a new unit, but he said tha t another 

oouple would have to move in with us in a few days. I tried t o get 

two medium units for our family, but they would not give us a place 

because of the crowded conditions. He said that he would gi ve us one 

as soon as they finish building them. I think that I will be ab le to 

get two four bed apartments. 

To date, End and Bette definitely don't like it here, and the y 

have made many disparaging remarks about the place. Alth ough they 

have not said so in words, they resent being brought here. Bu t they 

only go on a comparison with Tanforan, and the fellow from Utah safcrs 

we are much more luokler to be here. Since I have not been in Utah, 

I don't know. Of course the attitudes of a person makes a l ot of 

difference. The Administration here is damned good. They pl an to set 

the place up on a co-op basis and all profits will accrue to  the 

community. They don't have too many college Nisei around so that it 

will not be a hard matter to get a Job. I don't know what I will be 

going into yet. I am taking it easy to adjust myself first. 

Tom and I hung a couple of the blankets up on the rafters so that 

when and if a new couple have to move in, they can have the  lower 

third of the room. This is a lousy setup, but only tempora ry. The 



kids have been swell helping around and we have not had one big argu-

ment yet—which is pretty good considering the trying condit ions which 

we are under at first« From now on, the weather will be much co oler 

and perhaps by next summer they will be acclimated to the h eat* Of 

oourse, you can realize that I am put in a difficult position, because 

everything will be in comparison to Tanforan, and not Utah . Eventually 

the physical facilities here will be much better. We have b etter food 

here, I think. We can take milk home. No dishes to wash unless  we 

bring our own. Everything around the place is new equipme nt. I am 

getting some oheese cloth from town if Bob can buy it and th en we can 

put it over the open windows* We haven't even opened up our blanket 

roll yet. We take lots of baths (me too) so that we have been  just 

laying on the mattress and blankets (all new). There are odd  varieties 

of bugs, but I have not heard of any snakes or scorpions aro und the camp 

yet. Felipe said that they have all been scared away. A lot of the 

kids go up into the hills for picnics. There is no fence around the 

plaoe and only one military guard in each camp. There is perf ect free-

dom to roam around between camps—5 and |r miles away—and n o curfew 

or roll calls or anything like that. 

To the East of us, there is a large butte with a big water tow er 

looated on top of it. Every block has rec halls, latrines, lau ndry, 

mess halls, and ironing rooms. Each block has 14 buildings and each 

building will house only four families. Space is very adequ ate and 

there is much more privaoy in the living quarters. 

They have put searchlights and guards on the lumber piles  so that 

±m it is difficult to get lot8 of lumber, but I don't think tha t you 

will have to worry too much about that. We will be able to col lect 
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some. Last night we swiped some from the pile, Earl ohlokene d 

out on us and went to the scrap heap. Eml and Bette sure ma de a lot 

of fuss over bringing home one two by four—you would have, thought 

that they were robbing a bank or something. We have collect ed about 

7 of these nail barrels for seats and I have built a table with the 

able supervision of brother Tom. He gives It his unconditi onal 

approval and says that it Is pretty good. I am not going to put up 

a lot of stuff here as we will soon be moving out—as soon as you 

arrive. 

A lot of the people In this area have built porohes as an 

addition to their house. Most of them have made some sort o f plat-

form or a bench to sit outside on. The latest fad Is to plant ca ctus 

gardens and one old man we saw Is making a cement rook garden. 

Most of the people In our district are from Turlock and quite 

rural. Some of these mothers sit out In the porch breast-fe eding 

their babies, and they act quite countrified. Some of them have 

bad manners and come wandering Into our room without kno cking so that 

we are going to put a sign up. I ran Into a Grant Shlml*u who s ays 

he knows you, Alice. Jean Yamasakl lives around the oorner f rom us. 

Yuklo Wada, Dr. Baba, Verlln Yamamoto, are some of the othe r former 

Bay Area people. 

Our 21 pieces of luggage has not arrived yet. When you come, be 

sure to check everything exoept the absolute necessities, Jack, or 

else you will have to be lugging everything. Eml and Bette w ere will« 

lng, but they got tired. They did pretty good though. Tell P op that 

there was only one hole In the floor and we covered It up with a 

board. Everynight we shake the blankets out for bugs. 
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I think that I will build a book case with some of that lumb er 

we got. There is not much use of building a closet for so mebody else, 

and besides I would make a horrible job out of it. Alice, y ou had 

better bring a lot of cotten cresses. Be sure to contact Dr . Thomas, 

Alice, and I will initiate proceedings from this end so that we can 

get together easily and with the minimum of red tape. Try t o get a 

doctor's certificate or approval to be moved in a oouple of weeks so 

that it will not be so hot by then and things will not be so inc om-

plete around the plaoe. Pop better bring some of his diet f ood on 

the train and for a day or so here. I don't think that we will have 

too mueh trouble getting him fixed up. 

Can you tell the paper staff some of the details of the plao e? 

I had to borrow this typewriter and I won't have time to write another 

letter now. Give them my address so that they can send me the 

Totalizer, And if you are there when the final edition oomes out, 

how about ploklng up my 15 ooples. There is not a camp paper ar ound 

here yet. Will write more details when I get around a littl e. 

Love from all of us, 

Chas. 

Dear Marlko: 

Perhaps you may be interested in reading this old letter tha t 

we reoelved from camp some time ago, 

I haven't written because I'm busy as a bee. There's only ab out 

three more weeks of this semester so I have to grind in orde r to renei 

my scholarship. We have plenty of snow on the grounds but i t isn't 

too cold. Merry Christmas if I don't get a chance to send you a n 
official card. Jack 



Aug. 2, 1043 

Dear Chass 

Thanks for your letter letting me know just what has bee n 

transpiring with the family. I received Alice's, or someboy ds, tele* 

gram but I didn't get the name because the message came in by p hone. 

At any rate X got the impression that Alice was on her way alrea dy. 

I'm enclosing a letter for her with this one. Will you give i t to 

her M±tk th± if she is in town. If she has already left, will you 

forward it to her. By the way, where is Marlko? I thought she wa s 

in Chicago once again. I am glad to hear that the family is ta king 

Pop's death rather oalmly because after all if one reali ses that death 

is not really tragic nor disastrous but a natural process of nature, 

it is nothing to be grief stricken about. Of course we regret it 

when those near to us pass away, but we might as well be real istic 

about it. Explain to the girls since they are more inclin ed to be 

emotionally disturbed, especially Marlko who is always so sympathetic 

and conscientious. This all may sound quite cold hearted a nd appear 

as a hard philosophy, but death is one of the natural functio ns of 

the biological oyole of life. All living matter from the ti niest cell 

to the complicated forms behave in the same pattern. Further more, I'm 

sure that Pop would not want his children to mourn unneces sarily. 

Instead. as a tribute to him, tell the kids to be good to ea ch other 

and love one another. I'm sure that he would always want it that way. 

Also tell them to be tolerant of each others faults as well a s bdtag 

thoughtful in their aotions. Let the memories of him serv e to remind 

you to be oonslderate. This isn't for the times they were in considerate 
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to Pop, but lot it not make them sorrowful. They can more t han 

compensate for it by being good to one another« If they woul d some-

times think of the advice and wisdom of him and if he could see us 

in our worldly praotloes, I'm sure he would be able to rest i n peace 

to know that he had done a job well in raising suoh a fine fami ly 

and that he had not left this earth in vain. 

Yours sincerely, \ \ 

Jack 

i 

Furthermore, there is essentially no such a thing as d eath. Rather 

it is a convenient way of expressing a particular phase of nat ure. We 

are but elements of the world and at some time or other we mus t return 

the elements so that other life may continue. This is con veniently 

done in what we call death. Unfortunately, sooiety has inf lated hia\ 

ego in thinking that he is something special and has condi tioned himself 

into sorrow after one is deceased. Some find oonsolutlon i n convincing 

himself with the idea of the existence of a soul. In spite of this he 

still tortures himself in mourning. Others make it a time of festivity 

and celebration that the person was fortunate enough to le ave this 

miserable world by passing away. I look upon it from a biolog ical 

standpoint and I pass it on to you. Forgive me if it is unti mely 

and totally unnecessary. 1 only mentioned all this so that t he kids 

could see life as it exists Just in case there is a ohance of m iser-

able maladjustment due to emotional instability, although I am quite 

sure that there is no danger of this. 



HOTEL NELSON, Rockford, 111. 

Thursday, 9/21/43 

Dearest MarikOs 

I'm staying at this hotel at present, and have been in bed  all 

morning, trying to get rid of the cold that I've had for th e past 

two weeks. The hotel Itself is very nice - but the rooms nee d a 

little redecorating, at least, this one. 

Mark met me at the station and we went to a show after checkin g 

in at the hotel and saw Lana Turner and Robert Young in "Slig htly 

Dangerous 1* also "He Hired the Boss" with Stuart Erwin and Evelyn 

Venable (at times she looked like Seesu). 

Mark had to leave this morning at 5:30, so we had the operato r 

call us up. Unlike the Phoenix Hotel, they were right on t ime, so 

he got there all right, I guess. 

I'm going to take it easy today and start looking around to morrow. 

Rockford is a very nioe town with a pretty good sized busine ss 

district. I like the atmosphere, as it seems so clean as compa red to 

Chicago. 
You oan write me o/o Mark at this address: 

Cpl. Mark Satow, 39017422 
Medical Company, 1623rd S.U. 
Dispensary Branoh, Disp. #10 
Camp Grant, Illinois 

By-the-way - I hate to do this, but would you give Toyo my c look 

so that she oan bring it up to me. As long as I am here it's all 

right, but as soon as I find a sleeping room - we shall have to h ave 

it, as Mark has to get up at 5:30 a.m. 

This room oosts me $1.75 per day as it is a single room without 

bath. The bed is a 5/4 bed so Mark just comes in at night and n o one 

says anything. Practically "an affair" - hm*m-ml Maybe we didn't have 

to get married after allI (Jokeil) 

Will write more anon . . . . Love, Alice 



Charles Kikuohl 
Chicago 

LETTER 

September 30 —1943 

Dear Mariko, 

I heard you phoned and wanted us to visit you. We've been me aning 
to for the past 2 weeks but Emiko and I are both in school now and boy, we study  I 
I had some trouble and I'll tell you all about it when we se e you. Will you be 
home Sunday? Maybe we can spend the day with you» Will you phone us before if you 
have other plans? Otherwise, we'll come over Sun. aft. early  I  I 

Love, 

Bette 

Hi  t  I've got my nose all the way down 
in books studying  I  Never studied so hard in 
all my life. See you on Sunday  t 

Boi 



HOTEL NELSON, Rookford, 111. 

October 1, 1943 

Dearest Marlkos 

Am on my way out to eat dinner, so this won't be very long. I' m 

settled in a sleeping room at $5.50 a week for both of us - and we roam 

around the house as wo please as there is only one other outs ider - a 

girl named Mary Smith - a waitress with red hair. She works f rom 10-7 

so I don't see muoh of her. 

The weather has been perfect up till today and It's rather gl oomy-

looks like rain. 

We had planned to come In this weekend, brut Mark is C.Q, (Ch arge 

of quarters) Sat. and can't even come to town, so it will pro bably 

be next weekend. I have to piok up my shoes, hats, curlers, a nd some 

stuff anyway - so you'll be seeing us soon. 

The first day I was here the women of the neighborhood gave h er 

a surpris e  baby shower, so I was invited to the refreshments« She is 

a sma11 person of German extraction - a little shy, but very c onsider-

ate, and expecting around November. He isn't a bad looking fellow. 

Although he has a stomach, and ¿he drives Mark to camp occasio nally, 

I walk to twon, so you can see It isn't too far out. 

By the way, I phoned Helen Watsunaga, and met her one night at 

the depot. I wouldn't have known her if it hadn't been for Mark -

because the only time I saw her was at 4:00 a.m. and she was alr eady 

in bed - and left early the next morning. VJe plan to have dinne r 

together someday soon. She was so surprised that I was Mrs. Mark 

Satow - and wondered when It all took place. 

Enclosing your letters that Mark had - I think Charlie wante d 

them, didn't he? 

Better I go before It rains - Adlos - will write more later. 

Love, Alice 

Did our toilet with diarrhea get fixed? And did Yoshi's s ister come and 
where is Tovo? Haven  * 



n 

October 16, 1943 

# 
^ Dearest Mariko: 

Just a few lines to ask how things are oomlng along at the new 

apartment, and how you are - don't work too hardI Have you  moved In 

officially as yet? 

Last night Mark came home early to take me to see "Gone With the 

Wind" again, as it was playing at a neighborhood theater« W e both 

enjoyed it very muoh - and not muoh of it was out out, so It was ju st 

as good as the first time. I enjoyed the muslo especially - ri ght now 

as I write this I'm listening to a symphony over the radio, an d as 

there Is no one in the house but me, and silence outside, I can write 

without distraction. 

Yesterday I worked for a half day at 62^ an hour, doing some t yp-

^ lng, etc. for a man, and earned $2.76 in about 3 hours. I'm g oing to 

help him out again on Monday and maybe more - until he ca tches up on 

his work. I really went to see about another job in the same bu ilding, 

but he was leery about hiring a wife of a soldier, since they c ome and 

go so muoh. I told him that Mark was here more or less perma nently, 

but he didn't want to take a chance. So, as it goes, I'm not wo rking 

as yet - and not in too much anxiety about it until I start th inking 

of my Christmas shopping. Thank goodness, the stores open u ntil 9 on 

Saturdays, due to the soldiers and defense workers. 

Had a ohanoe to work at Rockford Women's College at 100 a mon th 

plus lunohes, but am not sure I'll take it, as there is no ch ances of 

advancement. The work isn't bad, and nice atmosphere, but M r. Smith 

of the WRA thinks I can do a little better. 

Mrs. Trusohel pulled a fast one on us and had her baby while M ark 

and I were in Chicago over the weekend (she wasn't due until next month) 

L 
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and her poor husband who just had a furlough to go pheasant hunting In 

South Dakota, had to rush baok by plane, The baby Is only 4 j lbs*, 

and she will oome home tomorrow (Sunday) without the baby , as It has 

to stay In the hospital for another day or so* So, being that I'm not 

working, I oook breakfast for Sgt* T* and myself, and keep a n eye on 

the house in exchange for breakfast* 

Sorry I didn't get to see more of you while in town - but things' 

are always so heotlo when one has a limited time - and stay ing with 

Yuri gave me less of an opportunity, as I would hang around a nd talk 

to her* 

Well, at leaet I got a chance to say hello to you and to C. B. and 

E. - besides the rest, so I'm satisfied* Probably the next ti me I get 

a chance to visit will be around Thanksgiving* 

When I went out to the oollege, I looked Helen Matsunaga u p, and 

spent the rest of the day with her - eating dinner in their di ning hall 

from 3 to 10 p*m* We got acquainted much more - I've only se en her 

onoe before - and only for a few minutes down at the depot* I wo uldn't 

have known her if Mark hadn't told me who she was* 

Guess I've written enough for now - being that you probabl y won't 

answer anyway - say hello to George - Sho - etc., and let me kn ow how 

the romance comes. You'd better go easy - as George is pretty unpre-

diotable, and don't let yourself in for idle gossip. Also , I hope you 

are pretty well settled, so that you won't be wearing your welcome out 

at different places  * 

Bye for now, Love, Alice* 

1* Mark says hello - you should have seen him at the Arrago n in 
civilian clothes - outfitted by oourtesy of Klnoshlta - Ike da, Inc. 

2* Found the picture among some letters* 
3. This postoard came to me* But it's for you so you'd better c all at 

the Chestnut Street Station to get it before they lose tra ck of it* 



Charles  Kiku ohi  t  Jiay  4, 1945 
Chicago 

LETTER October 2, 1942 

Dear Mariko, 

Today while I was at the oh ow line a oook asked me, if ltd like to hear 
some records, that he had bought at, Abilene* I readily sai d, that I'd would 
very much, and so in the evening I went to his tent. He was al ready playing 
some of the records, and so I just laid myself down in a bed ne xt to his. The 
records that he had weref Tsohaikowsley's "Fifth" and "Fo urth," Brahms' which 
I  hi  ve already forgotten the name of, Sohubert's  "Unf inished,"  Beethoven's "Fifth," 
and one of Guar Francle's pieces. Of course, he had only fou r reoords, so the 
different reoords were just the largo or the best parts. When I heard Beethoven's, 
"Fifth," I thought of Chicago. Remember it? I believe it was the ssoond nightj 
do you remember while gotnd back we sang, "One Fine Day," fr om Madam Butterfly? 
Tonight while I was listening to the music, especially Tso haikowsky's music, I 
began to feel very melancholy. The English Horn with it's  soft and weak feeling 
but yet it gives you a feeling that you are in a great mist l ooking for something; 
the music so weak and yet so full of life. Ofworts I think that l'll never be able 
express myself. It gives me a feeling that it is one of the worlds miVyowii to 
man as yet, and it will remain so for eternity* Somethin g that your natural 
instinct tells you is there and yet you oan't find it. I get  a feeling that artist 
have tried to find it in some of their drawings, but it is as yet unknown to us. 
We can only feel it in music. Maybe, I'm wrong for who knows th at in the future 
a genius may come to this world and be able to solve this thin g that is so mysterious* 
Remember that fellcwr, Scott* I think, if he listened to mu sio he might have gotten 
a little closer to that thing that which he sought* Of men l ike me; I cannot get 
the feeling just by thinking* I must have the help of a geni us or a great man 
to even get to half-seed that way* As far as Soott goes, he mig ht have been a great 
man unknown. He seemed to have tried in vain, but even if he did not find it, 
he has gotten oloser to it than others. To think that things like these take 
so long to progress. And if there is progress in it the field  is so large that 
you would not even notioe it* Take some of the phlosophy, has it made any great 
pregress since that of Plato's time? And now loofc at philo sophy I It has parted 
to many branches and is doing it's progress in soienoe' s view point* The old 
•way of doing to, in the ways of Greek origin is fading, f or that way it is 
making the least progress* Of oourse, do not mistake me by thi nking that there is 
no progress being made* As a matter of faot, men like Kante and so forth have 
done a great deal to it's progress, but what I mean is, for t he present world 
it is  aL  together too slow* That of soienoe can be accomplished by lo gios and 
theory* Something that has some proof and basis* That it give s a reparation 
to the old ways* 

Well, there I go trying to  s  ay something and saying nothing* Every time 
I try to do something like this I always make a blunder of i t* Every time 
I should really relinquish myself from this kind of thing* Bee ides,my vocabulary 
is no good at all* I can't seem to say what I want to with words *  ¿ay  maybe 
if I did know more words than I do now, I mi lit be yet lost * Just think 
life is so short and we rush at everything we see, and yet whe n we die we find cut 
that we have accomplished nothing* 

As for ray of Leonardo I finally got to the part where I'm enjo ying it. He 
seems to have the usual trouble of a great man. What I think is, that he knew too 
much for his time. Take his drawings away from him and say tha t he only had his 
intellect. I might erven say that he would have made a very  good citizen right 
now* But oome to think of it, if he had not lived then and tho ught as he did, we 
might not have the knowledge that we can claim from books now * Then we would not 
have foreseen his ability* Maybe, it is us who are holding u p progress of soienoe? 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

Lettor 
2 October 2, 1945 

I will not say anymore of this matter for I'll get myself all  eornered up* 

It is funny to think that in lonesomeness there is much that is hidden* 
You would think that loneseomeness could kill you, and yet if you loofc at all 
the great men, they were alone. Oh! I know what you are going to say. That there 
is a woman who is there to help all the time. Frankly, I ag ree with you. Women 
hare given a let to this world. But, while having and enjoyi ng the company of 
his love, there must be another world in whioh he strides« Ho t of worldly things, 
but it would be coming back to the subjeoti the thing. Some  great natural instinct 
of something supernatural. I think that women have a feeling of it themselves* 
To get into this you can only be alone. You know, Mariko, I think I*m going to 
go into another oirole, so I'll quit right now. 

I'd better close now for it's getting very late, so until t he next 
time, good bye and pleasant dreams. 

Love, 

Tosh 



1169J Crosby 
Rockford, 111. 
10/26/43 

Dear Sister  I 

1. Why don't you send In your change of address? 

2. Have you started housekeeping in your new plaoe? 

3. What's the address? 

4. How's Yoshi? 

6. How's George? 

6. " She? 

7. Are you working. If so, where? 
If not, why not? 

8. What's new? 

Notes The above may be answered by postcard. 

Addenda 

We'll be in again pretty soon - sometime after pay day. 

No housekeeping room or apartments available, so we shall 
be here for a little while longer. 

Started working at $26.00 a week for the first two weeks - aft er 
that - who knows? I don't. 

Ty Chuman says hello - met her on the bus - she lives near th is 
vioinity someplace. 

Ditto Helen Matsunaga - her mother, sister and brother livi ng 
here. Sister Setsuko soon to join Charlie's Research g roup -
so will probably be in Chicago soon. 

Time to go to bed. I get up at 6:30 - in fact 5:30 - get 
Mark up - and by the time he finally gets up - it's time 
for me to get up. Work from 8 to 5 - eat downtown and then 
come home to sew, read, or write letters till Mark comes hom e. 

Bye - more anon as the news comes up . . . . I'm somewhat sketch y 

I know, but I Just got thru writing Mrs. I.P. Collins (she wr ote me 

first), Charlie, Jack and Dr. Thomas long letters and I'm t ired. So long 

Love, Alice 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
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at 551 Instead, and now I get 581 an hour, plus time and a hal f over-

time, (8 hrs. Saturday) starting tomorrow. 

Mark is back at the Station Hospital now, as he probably told y ou, 

and may work 24 hours at a time, and get 24 hrs. off. That means t hat 

he'll be off every other day from noon to noon of the next day . 

How's the Xmas shopping coming? I'm all through with the Klk uchl's 

exoept for Mlyako, Tom and Mom, and through with a few other s. Be sure 

to get your stuff early so that you can send off your paokages I n plenty 

of time. Especially the Arizona ones and California ones . 

Well, thanks for your hospitality - write me when you get a cha nce. 

Hello to all, 

Love, Alice. 

P.S. What did Marlko say about the oheck. I wrote her - have you 

seen her since? 



Charles  KltaMhl 
Ohioags 

ÌMTOSR Hovsnbor 1, IMI 

74»1-A 
Rivers, Arizona 
Nov. 1 9 1041 (1943) 

Dear Qnika, Betta and Charley, 

X finally decided to «rito a lettor didn't It  Violi,  first I mat to thank: 
Charley for the airplane pie tores« There pretty good an d they cerne Just at the 
right tiiae to because I made a refleotoraoeope that refle cts the piotare big on the 
wall» 

I*n a guard on a football teem called the (naia and  fenale)  Blaokhaaks. Our 
sweat shirts wore fyed all blaok and we have "Blaokhank" pa inted on the back* We 
night paint a  :  ioture of a blackhawk on the front that looks like this« (Pi cture) 

Did you hear that Beverley Watanabe had tvinat 

I have to do a Biology experiment so 1*11 stop. 

Tho neat lovable brothor anyone oould have. 

Ton 

P. s.  Notice the typing paper. That's beoause X take typing now . 

P«8«8«  We got the candy, pins, sugar, snaps, ate, today, Bov. 1 0. My lattar la 
sort of lata isn't it? 

Hay 
Miyako ga norm;iki ni  movies  no nagagin nonka kai hagiaa maahita yo . 



November 9, 1943 

Dear Emiko San 

Tabi tabi otegaml arigato gozai masu domo Tom mo Miyako mo a son 

de bakarl ikura minnani chiyoi chiyol tegami o odashi no sai got 

ii maguga, Mama no omoyoni shinai node komari masu, 

5 lb. sugar, candy, chocolet, shlyashin honto ni arigato g ozai 

mashita Emiko Jo Tom gane gli Emlko wa Nippon go ga tai hen j ozu 

sesu ne--to kan shin shite lmasu. Kono goro wa sukoshi sa muku 

nari mashi tayo, maiasa hayaku okirale masuka? Dan dan samu ku 

naruto yoku kio tsukete kaze o hika nai yoni shite kuda sa iyo. 

School work ga taku san demo amari maiban osoku neru to biy oki 

(sick) ni nari masu. 

(Tetsu Shiota) ni minna ano toki no mono o okuri mashi taka ? Mrs 

Shiota ga Mrs. Sato ni (Tetsu ga irò iro Emiko Kara okute mora l 

mashita to tegami o yoko shlti temo otsuke mono) no koto ga kai 

te nai kara doshita no kato yute imasu kara Emi kara sugu n i 

tegami o dashite sugu Mrs. Shiota ni tashl kani Emiko kara moral 

mashita koto o shoshl sase nasal. 

Aa kuta bileta. Korede yame masu. 

Mom 

Betty. N. ni yoroshlku ne. 

Mariko never give me letter long time tell (hallo to her) but I 

do not send letter long time too 

How is Alice? She give same time but I don't answer long time 

too. I am very busy now. 



- 2 -

TRANSLATION 

Dear Emiko 

Thank you very much for your letters. Tom and Mlyako are pla ying 

all the time and I have reminded them to write to you but th ey 

seem to be busy and they don't write as I wish them to. 

Thank you for the five pounds of sugar, candy, chocolate,  photo-

graphs. Tom is surprised at Emiko 1s Japanese. It is now getting 

cold down here. Can you get up early every morning? As the days 

get colder I hope you will all take care of yourself. Sinc e you 

have a lot of school work I hope you go to bed early every night. 

I don't want you to get sick. 

Did you send those things to Tetsu Shiota? Mrs. Shlota to ld Mrs. 

Sato that she received word from Tetsu that he received ma ny 

from Emiko. Will you write to Mrs. Shlota right away ab out the 

tsukemono. 

Oh, but I am tired. I think I will end here. 

Mom 

Betty. Give my regards to C. 



Gamp Grant, Illinois 
Nov, 16, 1943 

Dearest Emiko: 

Just trying to get a few lines off before going to bed. As you 

can see by the date this is our 6 months anniversary, so Mark bought 

me a box of candy, and I bought him a couple of Irish linen hank ies. 

He oalled for me at my working plaoe, and we had dinner to gether. 

After we did a little shopping, we came home and since it is still a 

little too early to go to bed - he's trying to write an essay o n 

"How to save men - money - material - or time for the U.S. Army , 11 

while I try to oatch up on my letter writing. 

First of all - thanks a lot for the nice rug you made for us. 

It's really a nice present, and now we simply have to get an ap artment, 

or house - so we can use it, Mary Smith, the red-haired girl w ho lives 

here in the same house w liked it so well, she says she would lik e one 

just like it - same color and pattern - or something with the same colors 

in it, and is willing to pay for the yarn plus some prof it to you for 

making it. Tell me first how much the yam cost, and I'll tel l you 

what you can oharge for it. Anyway - figure a $2.50 profit fo r your-

self for making it if the yarn cost over #6,00 and if the yar n was 

o 

only about #5,00 you can oharge her $6,00 or $7,00 because she said she 

would be willing to pay about $8,00 for a rug like that if the bought 

it in a store. Let me know and I'll tell her. That is - if you hav e 

the time to make it - with all your homework and housekeeping . 

Oh yes - today, the boss oalled me in again and said that I w as 

suoh a good worker, and willing to do everything asked of me , etc., so 

he was going to raise me another an hour. I started at 501 * n hour, 

but when the first pay day oame along, they said they had st arted me 



Dearest Marlko -

Your letter came only a few hrs. after I mailed mine so I wen t 

back to the block managers and got it* 

I 1 « glad you liked the pajamas and slippers, and if you want a ny-

more, just say the word as it only takes me about 2 hrs. to make them. 

Very simple too. By the way, If you have time, why don't you ju st sew 

an extra thick padding, and snap it on to the bottom of the sl ippers... 

then when you get in bed, all you'll have to do is unsnap it, and get 

in - slippers and all. They're supposed to be worn in bed too. Or 

else you could braid some old material together and sew it on to the 

bottom. 

Weather here was pretty cold but it's bearable. It's Just like in 

Vallejo except that we had no stoves here. How they're in, and  are they 

nice looking. Oil stoves, and the oil truok goes by every day and you 

can get as much as you want. Later on I believe it'll be limi ted, but 

now it's "all you can get." Today it's as windy and dusty as heck -

so windy that the pipe chimney on the roof Just fell off. 

W© heard that Seesu was living with you through her sister Ann ie. 

She' s  nice looking, and all the girls say "she doesn't look like s he's 

been married 6 yrs. does she?" 

I heard also about Angle's date with you on Thanksgiving day through 

different sources. I don't blame you for getting mad at him t hough*., 

believe me, I would tool Oh well, I guess he can't help It be cause 

he's not so bright. Bette and I both agreed that we would n't like to 

marry him even if he is tall good looking eto. He's Just lik e a child 

to me - why, even I feel older than him when I talk to him. Mushy t oo! 

Always wants to kiss me and Bette, Nuts! 
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Alice didn't tell us anything about that letter from Jacks on, but 

Jackie wrote to Chas• about it* She was plenty sore. I coul dn't 

figure out why either until I heard about the letter« I like An gelo 

though because he's considerate etc. to us. I think he'll be happy 

with Alice. Don't you? There's a boy who lives on our block  who Alice 

met a few days ago, and everytime he comes around, me and Bet te scram 

so that we won't be Introduced to him...then we don't have to say 

"hello" to him everytime we see him. Men-dokie-sai huh? 

In a way, I'm glad Jaokle isn't around anymore, because e verytlme 

we had a fight with Chas. he go on Chas. side which made him t hink he 

was all the more right. Then he's switch to our side when fro m the 

beginning he didn't even know what the fight was about* One t ime he 

carried it too  far..  .that was when Chas. hit Allee - he nearly hit me 

that night too cus I stuck up for Alice. If he was, Jaokle s aid he was 

going to hold him baok with his feet since he was lying on my bed. 

(I was In bed). It was klnda funny the last time  though..  .after Chas. 

hit me, Tom comes running in barefooted in his nightie and sa ys he'd 

better watoh out and quit hitting me or else. Chas. said " shut up" 

and he said "shut up yourself" and ran baok in bed. He told me a fter-

wards that he didn't like the gleam in C's eyes, so he softly s aid 

"•hut up yourself" and ran'. Remember, don't tell Chas. or  Alice anything 

what I told you, or if you do mention it, don't tell them who wr ote to 

you about it. Alice will probably tell you about it anyway s ince she'll 

be leaving for Chicago very soon. She nearly spoiled our chan ces of 

having pop brought down here, but Charlie fixed it up. Even i f he 

does get mean, eto. he sure does a lot for us. He still feels that we 

take him as an outsider though. Camp llfel Fooeyl 



Henry Fujii is the one who lived next door to us in Tanf o. 

What was the girls namo? I heard from Henry about a week ago. 

I don't think I want to go out as yet so soon after Alice, 

because there 1s no one at home then. Mom Isn't exactly well yet, 

and when pop comes, tho hospital is only taking him for a m onth or 

so. Maybe even less. That we'll have to see — i.e. when the tim e 

comes. But that machine operating does sound very interes ting. You 

see, I'm going into Camouflage Net work this week, so I can make 

some money to go to school on. They pay this way: $16.00 (the 

regular wage around here) plus #10 bonus (for working on t hat pro-

ject....!^ not connected with the WRA. It's Just like outs ide 

employment) plus $10 or so from the pot, (It isn't fair to  pay Just 

the C• Net workers about $95 per month (the real wage) since it 's 

for Nisei's only, so they give us a certain sum and put the re st 

in the community pot. Then that pot Is divided among all the 

workers in the camp, which will be about $10 as above mention ed), 

plus so-muoh more per square foot that you do over 1,000 sq. ft. 

per day. Some teams (works by teams of 6) made 1,200 sq. ft. on 

their second day. I'll try that Job for awhile since it pay s 

about $50 per month (average) 2 days off a week too. Mom is wo rried 

about the financial side because we don't have very much t o our name, 

and she even wants to work herself, but we won't let her. Sh e's not 

well enough yet. Since you said that Job will last till Ap ril or 

so, I think it would be better for me to think of getting out th en. 

By then everything will be more or less settled, and it won 't be 

too soon after Alice's departure. Don't you think I'm doing r ight? 
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I'll start those spirals as soon as I order the yarn* Okay? 

They're fan to make. 

The sweater that Bette got for me was too small, so I was goin g 

to ohange It to a larger size but there wasn't any colors tha t I 

liked, so Instead I'm going to get some material to make ano ther 

suit* This'11 be a small oheoked material* The style Is li ke 

thlst • 

DIAGRAM 

Long jacket, no color, pleated skirt* Nice and easy to make * I 

love my other* It's navy blue* I wore It New Years with a  white 

soarf, a corsage (imagine - sweet peas - they were nloe) and I  fixed 

those combs you sent us with the ribbons***I put silver du st on it 

and it looked nloe* 

Trying to get Bette to sew and snlt but she can't be bother ed* 

Miyako does much better on them than Bette* 

Gotta close now - only 20 more letters to write* 

Love from all to you, 

Love, 

Emi 



Dear Mariko: 

Just to wish you a very happy birthday* I'm sorry I have 

not been corresponding regularly with you. I hope things are 

going well with you as I know they must. If I know you well enoug h, 

I can imagine that you are making the most of your stay in Ch icago. 

There is not muoh use of you hearing all about our stay at Tanf oran 

you probably got the Totalizer which covered most of the even ts. 

We have been here a week now. It has been rather hot, but 

after we adjust ourselves to the climate we will not notic e it 

much. The winters here, they say, are very mild. Physical co n-

ditions at the center are definitely incomplete, but the ad ministra-

tion is very good. By the time the rest of the family gets h ere 

there undoubtedly will be many improvements. The kids have b een 

swell so far and they are gradually getting used to the place . 

Alloe may be in Chicago soon. She says that she is planni ng to go 

out. I believe that she will come here first before leaving . 

I met some fellow from Hawaii who was on the way to the U. of 

Chicago, so I gave him your address to look you up. You pro bably 

know all the Nisei in Chicago by this time. By all means, let 

well enough alone and don't come to camp - you would defin itely 

rebel against it and there would be nothing for you. Jack may go 

out to school later. I will stiok around for the time being . 

Well happy birthday again and take care of yourself. 

Love, Charlie. 

P.S. Pardon short note. 
I am doing research work for U. of Calif, here and also may be 
a social worker or else teach in the H.S. 


