
Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

January 31, 1942 

XIi25 p.m. 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

In reply, please refer toi 
Mis* Dette Kikuohi 

74-1-B 
River, Arizona 

Dearest Mariko and Alice, 

Well, gals, jet set for a wonderful surprise  I  Guess  I  What would you wish 
for most if you knew a wish was coming true? Right  I  Pop is here  I  Don't faint, 
yes, he«s actually here and we were never so glad in all ou r lives to see anyone. 
Gee' we were so surprised. I came home this evening from th e Pilgrims 1 Fellowship and 
found mom, Tom, and Mike hustling around. Then mom told  me that Mrs. Minami (Alice 
knows her) oame over and said pop was here. We went over and discovered that he had 
been there ever sinoe 2t00 P.M. I Gad, and here it was 9 o'olo ok and we hadn't been 
notified. Well, we saw him, and gosh, he looks good. Really, his cheeks are pink 
and his grip is strong. But he still can't talk although h e does understand a little 
when we speak to him. Gosh, we all cried for a while and then gradually calmed down. 
He's in the "E" ward, Alioe, with Mr. Yanagi (Pius» dad) and  Mr. Yamisaki is also 
there. So far, Erai and Chas. haven't seen him cause they w ent to the Y.P. meeting 
and haven't returned. 

Gee, Alioe, you just missed him by a day. We're all so relieve d now that 
he's here. Gee, I can at last breathe freely. 

Tonight we also had to go after "Blackie." The little rasc al went to play 

with Yani's dog and forgot to come home. She so glad to see us when we walked 

up to her. 

Well, I guess I'll drop a line to Jackson and let him kno w about pop. 
He'll want to know. Don't you two worry about him cause now p op has us to take care 
of him. I'm so happy I can't sleep  I  'Bye now  I 

Love, Bette 

P.S. Mariko, I'll write you a long letter soon. 

P.S.S. Alice, How was your trip? Please write me. 



LETTER 

Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago January 31, 1942 

lit40 P.M. 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

In reply, please refer to» 
Bette 

Dearest Jack» 

Yippee  i  I've got'a surprise for you. Hold on to your hat. Sine © you've 
bean studying so hard I want you to be the first oto kno w that — ugh  I  (he got me l) 
Kidding aside, I've got some swell news for you. Pop is he re in the hospital now. 
Isn't that wonderful? He oame about 2 o'olook in the after noon but we weren't noti-
fied till 9. Imagine, making us wait that long. 1*11 sue t hem. He has a lot of 
coloring in his oheeks and he's got a strong ©ip but he sti ll can't talk. Gee, it's 
sad, he tries so hard to tell us sump'n' but he can't sa y it. I'm sure he'll get 
better faster now that he's near us. When we saw him, we all s tarted to cry CUE we 
were so happy. Now I can't sleep cuz I'm anxious to tell C has. and  Emi.  They don*t 
know pop is here yet cause they went to Church and haven't returned. Gosh, Alice just 
missed seeing pop. She left yesterday rooming and he oame this afternoon. We were 
so surprised cause we didn't expect him so soon. In fact, they said that all patients 
on the outside were frozen and couldn't join their famili es. I hope you oan read 
my writing cause I'm writing like mad. 

We got our oards last week and Tom is doing  lousy.  He got 2 D's whioh 
means Inferior. They don't give P's so you can imagine what kind of work he's doing, 
lfiyako is getting along okay and I guess I am too. I got A  in Chem., Eng., and 
History, B in Spanish, and C+ in Shorthand. The grading is a little different An 
Arizona. ~A means distinction, B is superior and C is aver age. Well, Jack, I hope 
•you'll feel relieved now that you know pop is here. I'll l et you know more later. 

Love, 

Bette 



Charles  Kikuohi 
Chicago 

3J5TTER February 10, 

Dear Marikoi 

Greetings and salutations  I  I hope you haven 11 forgotten me. Saiko Oyama 
gave me your address while I was in Denver but I lost it and just got it again. 
Please let me know what your doing, and idiy. I will give a short summary of my 
life sinoe evacuation — just skip it if it is too boring . As you may have heard 
I moved to Colorado (near Denver) with the Yamagawas the day  before the deadline 
for voluntary evacuation. We farmed all summer long and in Sept. I went home for 
a visit. I took the opportunity to go to Manzanar to see Sho and other friends• 
While in Manzanar I made a deal with a fellow to drive tw o of his truoks from Venice 
to Denver, -which I did, I stopped en route to see a friend in Poston. After re-
turning to Denver I worked out in the sugar beet field of a fe w weeks and then went 
up to Heart Mt. for four days the first of November. When I re turned from Heart 
Mt. I joined the Array and was shipped to Kearas field, nea r Salt Lake City, I was 
there all through November and visited Lany Tajiri and t he Ishiharas when I got 
passes. I was then shipped to the Air Force Clerical Sch ool in Los Angeles where 
I stayed until January 4 when I was transfered here to the A rmy Japanese Language 
School at the University of Michigan, The school here is f ine but I don't like 
the weather — it snows all the time and is fairly cold. However, they say we are 
all to be officers if and when we graduate  so  I guess it is worth a little discom-
fort. I am in the most advanced class and am getting alon g fine* 

And now a little gossip. Sho is in Savage as is also Jimmy Oda . Kiyo Yamagawa 
is still working for the Government in New York and Shiko is going to school in 
New York. Mas Ysmagaki is teaching at Boulder in the Na vy Sohool. 

If you see Kayuo Minami or Frank Chuman in Chicago ¡lease say hello for me. 
They are both stationed at Camp Grant. Who is in Chicago that I know? 

I am sending a pioture I took in Beverley Hills — just to sca re you. 

Be seeing you. 

Fred Adam 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chiotto 

LETTER 

March 22, 1942 

Sunday 

Dearest Marikot 

It's 2iS0 P.M. and I am spending a quiet Sunday oatohing up  on my corres-
pondence* It's a very pretty day and Mr, and Mrs* Swor dling have gone out for the day 
which makes it very easy for me* I was so surprised to he ar from you so soon — I 
know how you dread writing letters and Z doubly apprecia ted hearing from you* Of 
course, I received your last 23-page letter and have proudl y showed it to Sachi and 
Cherry. I read certain phrases to the other girls* I think y ou could save yourself 
a lot of trouble by writing just one letter and we could pass  it around but then I 
presume you have certain items to tell each one. I think of you often and whenever we 
get together all say "Wonder what Mariko's doing." I can 't tell you how sorry I am to 
hear that Alice has left the Jariuses whom, I think, co uld have been more considerate* 
I'm forever thankful to working for such grand people an d they offered to do what 
they oould about keeping me which, of course, is impossible and I don't believe I could 
be very happy in a city rid of all Japanese* It is comfortin g to know, tho', how con-
cerned they are* ^he first contingent of volunteers left F riday for Owens Valley and 
the group consists of bakers, cooks, waiters (Eric Hay ashi), vegetable men (his father), 
stenographers (Oho Murata), clerks, and they a re to wor k for the Government* Had I 
known in time, I might have volunteered but I must store ou r furniture first. Mrs* 
Swordling has kindly consented to keep my rug and sewing machine here and our washing 
machine will be taken care of by another American frien d. We shall have to do something 
about the other furniturd and it is all terribly disturbing with so many, many rumors 
floating about to confuse one* My Dad and Mother can stay a t the hotel and so the 
house will bt closed very soon, I hope* Tea hates the thou ght of going to a concentration 
oamp and so they are planning to leave for Colorado or Nev ada to settle down to farm* 
If I had the money I would go to an unrestricted area, but a fter what happened last 
Sunday evening, I am fully convinced that a oamp is the s afest place for a Japanese to 
be« 

Last Sunday Sachi wanted to have an evacuation farewell for Peter Blarney who 
left last Monday to join the Army — party and I offered 10 53 R. (her house) despite 
the faot our ohina and silver has been packed* Yoshi, Sac hi, Edna, Jean Tanaka, Sophie 
Kawano and * were the girls* Among the boys — Peter, his bro ther Joe, Henry, and 3 
or 4 of Saohi's current boy friends* Albert had to work un til 10>30 and so when Isamu 
Naguohi phoned at 7x30 asking me to join him and Larry Taj ira, the newspaperman who 

only recently returned from New *ork, I decided to join t hem for an hour or so* Larry 
was to be Wes and Sayi's guest for the night and we de cided to have dinner near the 
house* We had a lot of fun kidding about Owens Valley an d the night club we purposed 
to start* I told the boys that while I rested in New York th ey would rave and tear 
about in caged and barb-wired  camps *  I like Isamu and Larry T* is a very, very nice 
fellow whose beautiful wife, I understand, is a design er* 

As we were leaving the restaurant in Isamu's station wago n a red light was 
flashed our way meaning only — the police  I  They muttered something "making a U 
turn" and then one of them burst out with "What's all this? " — meaning Isamu's tools 
suoh as axes, saws, and etc. that which he uses in his sc ulpturing. Evidently they 
took us for saboteurs and we were directed tottxe police s tation nearby* Poor Isamu 
patiently had to explain that the tools were for his art wo rk and not for use in any 
sabotage plans. I was shaking with fright but after an h our we were released with 
apologies — probably after they had investigated and ha d verified Isamu's position as 
an artist* The reason all the stuff was in his oar is becaus e they had arrived from 
S.F* late Saturday night* We've come to the conclusion t hat someone reported us from 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chioago 

LETTER 

March 22, 1942 

tho restaurant* Doubtless suoh unpleasantness -will re occur should I go to Detroit or 
Hew York, but fortunately, I had my birth oertifioate whi ch had only been reoeived 
several days prior. I don't suppose Isamu would like the inoident repeated and so I 
trust you will keep it to yourself as even 8aye is ignor ant of our esoapade. I asked 
Mr« Naguohi (he seems so much older) about the things y ou had left in his oar and he 
replied that he had in turn left them with a friend in S* F. -- mutual, of oourse. I 
spoke to Saye yesterday and we are going to try and get in touch with Isamu to find out 
if he plans to return to S.F. soon« If so, we'll send your thin gs — if not, Cherry 
and I will paroel post them to you« 

Speaking of Cherry — she is well but has had a worries* First " that 
quarrel with Yoshi — rather Yoshi vs. Mrs* Fiyata* It was all very ohildish and ab-
solutely uncalled for on Yoshi's part* She is so untaot ful and foolish that I really 
am disgusted« Consequently I haven't seen her sinee the day y ou left exoept for a few 
hours Sunday evening and even then, she was almost unbearab le* I believe you were the 
quiokest of us all to oatoh on to her ways* Sinoe I was sort of listening post for 
both Mrs« Fiyita and Yoshi I can honestly voioe my opinio n on the matter and I believe 
that this was bound to happen« Apparently Yoshi has said many mean things to Mrs« F« 
suoh as boasting of her parents' education (you know how little Mrs« F. has had), 
boasting of many small things and poking fun at ̂ rs  *  F. about being sent to a concen-
tration camp while she (Yoshi) would be allowed to remai n under bond with Mrs«Borgage 
which is impossible now« All this has oaused muoh fric tion between the two and Mrs« F« 
resented Yoshi's attitude« 

On the certain Sunday I speak of, Yanebo jokingly oalled Y oshi "a dordo" or 
"robber" and Yoshi immediately openly aoeused Mrs« F« of oalling her that« Well, of 
oourse, you can well imagine the rest« Mrs« F« swore and o rdered Yoshi (whioh she 
oouldn't admit) out of the house« Before Y« left she had the gall to tell Cherry, 
"You're losing all your friends because of your Mother"  and naturally Cherry became 
upset and oried« Oh, Mariko, if you could have been here  I  I had to call Cherry and 
oomfort her and assure her that Yoshi was just using w ords to hurt her« The prinoiple 
of the thing was that Yoshi was disrespectful and sho uld never have treated Mrs« F« as 
tho' she were of a lower olass, and so I am disgusted wit h the kind of a girl Yoshi 
is and have deoided that it is useless to help her« I told her that she'll have to 
mend her ways before she arrives in camp as apparently she doesn't understand the 
Japanese« Cherry stood for a lot from  Y.  and now the two have grown apart despite any 
efforts to bring them together« I do pity Yoshi yet I hate  to tell her anything for 
she would not take it as friendly advioe« I am in no" pos ition to give her advice, but 
I do know that she is deserving of it« 

Edward has been ill with aoute constipation whioh result ed from the wrong 
kind of food« Apparently he had ookes, pies and oandy for lunoh every day« He was 
quite ill but seems to be recovering* Youe-ohan had the measles and so Cherry has 
had her share of troubles 

Just oalled her up to see how she was making out as nurse* E verything is com-
ing along and her message to you isi "Tell Mariko I send m y love and that I feel so 
guilty for not having written*" 

Shisu (her N*Y« friend) wrote the other day that my bed and dishes are still 
waiting for my return but of oourse, 1 want to see that m y parents are settled before 
I venture off* I thought of writing to Mrs* MoConnell bu t sinoe both Mrs. Priesep and 
Mrs  *  Hillman are visiting her. I hestiate and I don't want to a sk Martha — you know 
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how funny she  ia.  I  spoke to  her  — that  is,  aha oalled ma  up  and  I believe she was 
lonely for she talked for 55 minutes• I hear from Saohi that s he went up to Santa 
Barbara this week  and  as Mr, Hillman wanted to see her, 

Saohi and * see each other often — we all went bowling last n ight. A couple 
of waeka ago Mr. and Mrs. 8. went to Palm Springs and Mr. and M r a. G. went to Balboa 
so Sachi and I had some fun visiting the other. Wish you were back in town so that 
you might feast (?) on one of my dinners. I amaze myself at t imes when I taste the 
food. All right — call me "conceited" but it tastes go od when you're hungry. Of 
course,  1  don't take in to consideration the access I have to the goo d ingredients. My 
Mother isn't at home (I just tried to get her for the tsuke mons recipe) and so I'll 
write to you again soon. 

Albert is fine and  1  may weaken to accept his many proposals although I'd be 
sort of cheating myaelf out of love. Sure — I love him in a way b ut it is not the 
deep love I had for a certain Ham. Mrs. Ikeda was taken to a c oncentration camp among 
the many other teachers seized last Friday. It was very sa d. Have you heard from 
Kt I believe that it would be best for the Kikuohi family to  go to Camp Owens since 
your bread winners have all gone on strike. Couldn't we all get together there? I 
understand that even tho* we go to camp, if at any time we find that we have some place 
to go other than in the restricted areas, we are free to l eave which should be good for 

you and I. 

I hope that you don't have to work so hard that you can' t write soon. As 
soon as I get more information on our evacuation, I'll w rite to you. In the meantime 
keep 'em laughing — you can do it! My love to Alice and of course this letter is for 
her alao. 

Muoh love to you, 

Toahi 

P.8. Yes, Cherry received your birthday oard. 

This ia the letter I was supposed to let you see, and fo rgot, Alice. It 

was sent to me in  Vallejo  while I was still there. 



Charles Kikuohi LETTER April 1 # 1942 
Chicago 1466 Tempi© Street 

(I was still in Vallejo when I received this) Los Angeles, C alif. 
Dearest Mari, 

It was grand hearing from you indirectly through Saehi. W e -waited ages 
(fiave grown one gray hair) to hear from you. Sachi spent ano ther age reading 
your charming letter over the phone. How I can sey — I fina lly hear from Mari. 
1ty, but you have plenty to do on hand — that*  s  what you really call work. Better 
than her — no? You don't have to spend an hour in the morning and night for 
making up, another hour in between to run to the mirror. L ucky gall 

Well, it looks as if we're really starting out for adventure we*re getting 
jailed slowly, but surely. Now, Mari, where we're going w e can't get dolled up and 
show off ourselves. We'll be wearing pants and boots like e verybody else.  Boy J 
what a life we will lead. I'm looking forward to our new life , but pop and mom 
look at it differently and I can't blame them. The busines s we built up is sold 
now. This leaves no hope for the future. We all got to face  it. Our Chinese meat 
man is taking over the store and live where we lived. The y're willing to let us 
leave some of our funiture and things with them so that is one problem off our 
mind.  They' re  really flioe. 

To »hi is leaving tomorrow morning for Manzanar with the Ha yachi  s.  We're 
probably be along soon. Haven't heard from any of the girls for ages. Guess we 
all have our own problems to face now. Intended to go see Ch erry, but been busy 
lately. Do miss the girls and the fun we used to have. 

Poor Peter finally went into the Army. I hope they make a "man " out of 
him. W© gave him a swell time before he left. A going-away p arty was given for 
him the Sunday 'ere his leave, but I heard it didn't turn out so good. I wasn't 
able to go, cause I had to visit my cousins in W.L.A. 

Gosh, Mari, now that we can't stay out later than 8 p.m. — t hat fun can we 
have. Boy, what a quiet life I lead. So far, every night we 've been playing poker 
at home lifting up the dullness. Our cousins, Mary and Tom f rom Garden Grove are 
here staying with us, so that makes the family larger. To night we're probably 
have another game of poker. We have a swell ha-qu-Jin frien d, Mr. Holmes and family 
who drop in and play with us. All and all it's not so bad he re. 

So sorry to hear about Kayo's transfer. One good thing ab out it is that he'll 
associate with the Niseis more and it'll do him good. Don't  blame yourself for it 
oause he'll probably be transferred anyway whether you went there or not.. I'll 
still be rootin' for you two. Am looking forward for the end of this whole damn 
mess. 

Well, this is all for the present, won't know when we're lea ving, but drop 
me a line soon. Give my love to Alice. 

Love* 
Mikl 

P.S. Be seeing you at Owens? 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

April 9, 1942 

Dearest Mariko, 

Well, here Z am you lucky gall What's oookin', good  lookin' ?  Boy, 
Is everything going solid with you? You're fine and rarin 1 to p;o, I hope? Gee, 
it's swell that you're staying with those people, yuh? Ho w's the weather over there 
in Chioago? I'll bet it's snowing, isn't it? It's been rain ing here in S.F. Gosh, 
it makes me siek to my stomach. It's bad enough that we h ave to be in the house by 
8 o 1 clock,  but we can't even go out in the afternoon oause it rains s o muoh• Oh, 
well, so muoh for that» 

How hare you been? Did you meet a lot of people? I man, on th e train* 
Jackie was saying that by the time you got to Chioago, you 'd be saying good-bye 
to the people on the train. Hat Hat Well, laugh  I  You're supposed to. Hmm, quit 
giggling up your sleeve. Say, I'll bet it was a thrill t ravelling all by yourself 
way over to the Bast. Let me know about it when you have t he time, yuh? We got 
your post cards and Alice reoeived your letter not very lo ng ago. Did she answer 
yet? 

Sammy Seiko's brother was just over and he said we may hav e to move by 
next Monday. That's pretty near the time as it is. Today is  Thursday already and 
that leaves exaotly four days. Course that may not be true  that we may have to 
move so early but you oan't ever tell. They've been moving  the people in distriots 
and it seems our area oomes next. It's about time, I was ge tting sort of impatient. 
Maybe by the time you get this letter, we'll be moved t o Santa Anita already. Who 
knows? And just when we are going to move, I have to be in one of my periods. You 
know what I mean, of oourse? By the way, how do you like my typing? Do you think 
it is improving? I can type muoh faster now. I get a lot of  practice when I type 
my letters. And do I type a lot of letters. I guess it's all right to type on both 
sides of the paper, isn't it? 

Emiko and Alice are working down on Grant Avenue. The sto res are going 
to olose very soon so they need a lot of sales girls to help o ut. They seem to 
like the work, too. I wish I could work too but it seems th at I'm too young. Be-
sides, they want experienced girls. 

Have you reoeived your round suitcase yet? I sent it about 4 dayaago 
so maybe you'll get it real soon. What kind of work are yo u going to do? I hope 

you can get a job doing art work that you like so much. Wh o knows, maybe I'll 
be reading your name in the papers one of these days. 

Well, I'm running out of words so I think I'd better stop. Ev eryone 
sends all their love and mom and opo says to take care of your self. 

Love, 

Bette 



Charles Kikuchi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

May 1, 1942 

Dearest Mariko, 

Surprise  I We* re  here in Tanforan, finally, and darned if I don't like 
it  i  It's cozy if you want to call it, but I'll start from the very beginning, 

Thursday morning,  7 s00  A.M. we all woke up* We were to leave at 8x30 
so that didn't leave much time. Everyone got dressed and w e started folding up the 
beds and blankets. Since we had about 40 pieces of large lu ggage, it took all of 
us, including four other boys 6 trips before everything was loaded in a moving van. 
Qee, you should have seen us running back and forth, each ti me carrying heavy suit-
oases or packing boxes. Emi and I were carrying a big box on o ne of our trips. It 
-was really heavy and we (try) tried to look as dainty as pos sible. A large crowd was 
there watching us and what should happen  I  Emi almost fell down and spoiled the whole 
effoot« Doggone  1  To go on — we were so busy we missed the first bus so we had t o go 
on the second one. We didn't feel so sad having to leave cau se we knew there'd be 
a lot of people we knew here in camp, (pause) We arrived at T anforan about 10:00 A.M. 
and after going through a lot of red tape, we finally were a ssigned to our apartments. 
Notice the "s M on apt. Since there are 8 of us they gave us 2 apartments» I'll 
explain them to you. 

Eaoh building is a barraok, more or less and has about 20 ap artments. 
Each apt. has 2 rooms. The back rooms are where the horses use d to sleep. On the 
walls have been sprayed with a cream color and thero is no od or left. (Doggone that 
Jackie anyhowt He's trying to make me stop writing, but I wan ted to let you know 
how we were and how we like it here). We have two apt. so that g ives us 4 rooms and 
8 beds. Alice, Emi, and I sleep in the back room of apt. 4 an d Jake sleeps in the 
front room. Mom, pop, and Mi^e sleep in the back room of a pt. 5 and Takishi sleeps 
in front. Charlie came today so we were given another bed a nd he's going to sleep 
in front with Jaokie. We've fixed our bed, Alice and mine into a double bed so we 
don't have to use so many blankets. Mom's and pop's is the s ame way. It's sort of 
cold at nights but who in heck cares? We have rooms to oursel ves and enough privacy. 
There's only a partition between eaoh apt. so we can't or they (neighbors) can't make 
too much noise. It's quite comfy altho everything isn't clea ned up yet. It rained 
yesterday and you should see the mud. Thank goodness we have b oots. We sink right 
in. It was the first day I wore the boots and you should see it now. Simply filthy 
with mud. Now about the food. Everything is canned and the y only give milk to kids 
under 6. The food is sort of gooey at times but a person's go tta eat, yuh? 

We've seen quite a few of our friends here and it certainly  is good to see 
them. They all live sort of far apart but still come to visit us. We're trying 
to get all fixed up but it'll take a little time yet. Gee, we sure to live far from 
the mess hall. That word sure fits it. It's about i rail© from ou r apt. to the hall. 

Well, it's 6»00 and we have to go eat dinner. It's sort of early don't 
you think? Breakfast is served at 7:00 A.M., lunch at 12:00 a nd dinner at 5s00 P.M. 
We work up a good appetite going so we'll eat anything by the tine we get there. 

Jackie is getting on my nerves so I'11 close and write you m ore later. 

Every sends their love. 

Love, 

Bette 



Charles Kilcuehi 
Chicago 

LETTER station hospital 
camp grant, Illinois, 
august 4, 1942 

dear mariko  . . • 

having nothing better to do just now, i thought I'd waste  some more time in 
doing nothing« does that make sense to you? frankly, it doesn't to me« it sounds 
like "a rose is a rose is a rose is a rose? or somep'n. 

well, "bobbie" (ught) got home all rigit last night, and is, at the present time 
deeply engrossed in his work, (as witness*) i presume (and probably oorreotly 
so) that a miss mariko kikuohi awakened this a.m. with a torrent of rile and des-
criptive curses folowing from her torrid (?), red lip s as her eyes (beautiful optios 
they were, too) gased instantly at the heap of dirty dishes piled hig?i on the sink, 
it's too bad that we had to leave so Suddenly, i'm sure that kim and hard tack 
would hare been delighted to lend their assistance to aid two beautiful damsels 
in distress, (passing the buck again, no less«) 

well, the real reason for pounding out this "masterpie ce" was to say -thanks 
for the delightful wade»end i spent there in rihioago. kidding as ide, for just one 
moment, i'll admit i had one swellegant vacation, thank you too much, the pleasure 
was all mine« 

if this letter sounds as insane to you as it does to me,  then lay the 
blame on to the fact that i'm back at my work in the n europsychiatrio ward, it oouldn't 
be the party that's writing this, oculd it? 

maybe some day i'll be lucky enough (providing may or mae can s tand the woofing 
or woo If ing) to enjoy another visit with you. hoping your t houghts are in the affirma-
tive line« 

before this literary piece reveals the streak of insanit y running through my 
system, I'd better oall it 'pan play,' do you rsradber yo ur pigdin english? 

being an optimistic soul, i'm even even expecting a letter from you« (oonoeited 
fooll) 

Bob 

p.s. — speaking of pidgin english, you will note the omis sion of words throughout 
this sad exouse for a letter« 

lazy buggah, no? 



Charles Ki lc uehi 
Chicago 

LETTER station hospital 
camp grant, ill. 
august 14, 1942. 

helloyourself, mariko  t 

being as how I'm a sucker, i*m even answering your letter befo re answering 
the thirty-two (32) other  girls  . 

well, what*s buzzin, cousin? i f m hep and sad both, so you've got a lot more 
important things to do than to waste time writing to me, eh? w ell, ... (i guess 
1 got nuttin' to say ...) 

did i hear you correctly when you said  *  lahvly manners?* I'm sorry ma'm, I 
think you got me mixed with two other fellas, wut am i doin* n ow? was tin' time 
writin* to a gal ... and among other things, looking forward t o 'be kind to dumb 
aaimals week* so that i might drop over again. 

if you are that intellectually inclined, we shall see the "b urly-Q"together, 
two can go slumming as easily as one. so, you haven't seen the h oly rollers in 
action, yes? i say that i have, you ain't a-missin' nuttin ' either. I'll take 
the "bug-house" here, the people are more sane. 

glory be! my vacation to Chioago resulted in more new exper iences than 
1 ever had before, foist of all, i got slapped by hurose (Hello , May, what d'ya 
say I) (you can go now, may, that's all for you. let some grown- ups talk in peace) 
and then to top that off, i got bitten by a little girl in her teens Betty Omori. 
did i take a razzing at the post tailor shop when i went to get that particular 
shirt oleaned. next time i shall wear my flaming red p.i. sh irt so the lip goo 
won't show, if you ever see that little girl again, please co nvey my regrets 
concerning the four front teeth that are probably missing, and you can also 
tell her that i shall get her a new dental plate, custom bui lt by dr. oowen, 
the friendly credit dentist. 

don't know how soon i shall get my next pass, but i shall look f orward to 
It ... (suckerI) that was my inner soul speaking out of turn , any similarity 
between It and myself is purely coincidental, well, i shall console myself with 
bringing a pair of boxing gloves for may and a muzzle for bet tie, which should 
keep me well protected. (i  hope I)  by the way, you don't bite, do you? 

my only regrets are that i don't know what flavor lipstiok the girls in 
ohioago use. (who said that?) the inner soul again, excuse, plizz. notice that 
"regrets" are plural, nothing small about me. i like raspb erry and i'll probably 
get 'em, too, but in another way. 

enuf is exruf. 

... bob 
P.S. 

Drop  a  line when you feel that you can easte the time. 



Charles Kikuohi 
Ohioago 

LETTER Station Hospital 
Camp G rant, III. 
Aug. 31, 1942 

Miss M. Kikuohi 
14 W. Maplo St. 
Chioago, 111. 

1tiy dear Miss Kick-oochi: 

On ths supposition that your constitution oan stomach i t, wo are replying: 
in like manner to your letter of the 21st. Unaooustomed as we are to pounding 

out missives in a formal tone and form, nevertheless, yo u oan't say that no didn't 
try. 

Hots to Mayt 

The reason for the ohildish tone of the last letter. May dearest, was for 
the simple reason that we have always been brought up t o believe that if the condi-
tion of the reoipient of our letters does not warrant h is consuming a wisely cons-
tructed  diet, deficiencies  should be made good with speoif  io  supplementary sub-

! i r ? ! 8 J " ^ i n i s t e r e d l n i U 0 h a m a n n a r  they will be absorbed. (Not that we 
didn't think that you or Miss Kikuohi were not of suff iciently high intellectual 
calibre. Ho, nothing like -feat. We aim to please .. or do w e?) You will please 
over look and pardon the plural "we" in the above lines, (i t's a throwback to 
our editorial writing days.) 

... And once again. Miss Kikuohi, we implore you to fbrgiv e and forget the 
noneensioal contents of .our letters.  By now the reason should be obvious I L 
Tea, we are still working in the neuropsychiatry ward. The  influences of our en-
vironment are strong felt in our work ... thus these scre wball letters. 

and ere we go bugs, let's get down to earth, i have good news for you. 
i won't be able to go down to ohicago for quite a while as  far as i oan see. that 
should be of some relief to you. at least you'll have pe ace and oontentment in your 
home for a spaoe of time, oh yes, the reason? we have deoi ded to go out for the 
gory sport of football, that, of course, means practice , praotice and more practice, 
we are out for the essential but unsung position of right ha lfback (the blocking 
baok position) ... and eventually, we expect to make at lea st 3rd string water boy. 
at the present time, we are merely a filler-inner durin g dummy practice. Naturally, 
i'm a natural for that, the team? it's the camp grant eleven , (how are you at setting 
bones, Nariko?) i'll be right down with a couple of broken bones/»? thesedays.) 

we have practice everyday, rain or shine, with the excep tion of Sunday, so 
that means no more trips to Chicago for a while, that m eans we shall have to forego 
our seeing the burly -Q"  and the cellophane lady and what-have-you. when you say that 
Pl*y. goodnight ladies," would probably appeal more to  my baser and oarnal senses rather 
than to my artistio soul, mariko, you're probably hitting  the nail on the head, at 
least i'm honest about it. (enter the villain.) where'a my mustache wax? • 

i've conveyed my regrets through kim watanabe ret  my not being able to see 
you all. he'll be down there one of these days, i think . Jim ito has been to chioago 
since, idon't know if he looked you up or not. 

. .  w e l 1 '  t h e  weather  h a s  turned a bit chilly, i.e., it did turn toward the oool er 
side a oouple of days back, it's hotter than blue blazes again though, during that 



Charles Kikuchi 
Chi o ago 

LETTER 
2 August 31, 1942 

short cold spell -we had, i suffered the most, the other fell ows had their love 
to keep them warm while i had only my woolen G.I. underwear to keep me from freezing, 
ah, but no regrets, i f 11 bet my g.i. woolies will see me through the winter ... 
you oain't always say the same about love, cynical? nah, exp erience. (?). 

as you have probably guessed, i'm writing this at work ... s o, i'11 have to 
out itdiort. (i note with interest that you have stated in the last line of your 
letter that you are waiting with "bated breath" for my next letter.) inhale, woman, 
and relax your diaphragm ouz here it is. we remain, 

sincerely yours, 

bob 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chioago 

LETTER 
t August SI, 1942 

short oo Id  spell  -m had, i suffered the most, the other fellows had their love 
to keep them warm while 1 had only my woolen G.I. underwear t o keep me from freezing« 
ah, but no regrets, I'll bet my g.i. woolies will see me thro ugh the winter ... 
you oain't always say the same about love, cynical? nah, ex perience. (?). 

as you have probably guessed, i*m writing this at work ... s o, 1*11 have to 
cut it  diort.  (i note with interest that you have stated in the last line of your 
letter that you are waiting with "bated breath" for my ne xt letter.) inhale, woman, 
and relax your diaphragm  out  here it is. we remain. 

sincerely yours 

� � � bob 



Barrack 10-Apartment 5 
Tanforan Assembly Center 
San Bruno, California 
September 4, 1942 

Dearest Marlko: 

Thanks for everything you're doing for me. I do appreciate  it  — 

more than you think, as I know how busy you must be, and how mu ch time 

it takes to do all of those things. 

So far, here is what has been done as far as my getting out is 

concerned. I wrote an airmail letter to the Chief of Police, and had 

Mr. Gonsalves write me another one — I'll show you all of t he letters 

one of  these  days, when we get together again, and you can see how 

much work I've done in order to effect a release* 

Your letter has already reached Mr, Davis, and he in turn, t urned 

it over to Mr, Ounder, who is the head of the bureau consider ing all 

transfers and releases* Mr« Ounder called me in and gave m e the 

letter, telling me to send it in with my formal applicati on* I haven't 

sent my letter of application in as yet, beoause it's no use se nding it 

in without the authorisation letter which hasn't come as ye t* If I 

did, they'd only send it back to Mr. Ounder, and tell him to t ell me 

what is necessary* By the way, did you get the bulletin I sent  you? 

Well, that is the final authority, so no matter what else any one may 

tell you, that bulletin holds* Mr. Oonsalves has also wri tten to 

Congressman Tolan in my behalf, and he thinks that Mr. Tola n will also 

write a letter in my behalf. That ought to do it if nothing else does* 

As far as my experience goes, I am pretty good in shorthan d, and 

have brushed up on my typing, although it doesn't show in m y letters. 

I can operate a mimeograph machine, and cut stencils, whi ch should 

help, besides being able to file. 
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I don't have to worry one bit about my things getting to th e 

station, etc., as the government will give me a ride to San F rancisco, 

and from there, I am on my own. As far as I know, it isn't permis sible 

to go on anyone's private car, you have to go by train, howeve r, maybe 

I oan fix it so that I get a tloket for someplaoe else, and th en go 

with Angle the rest of the way* It would save me some money that way, 

and would be much more interesting to go by oar, than by railro ad. 

As far as I know, Jack is going to go to the Relocation Center 

with the family, and then try to get out from there. He h as already 

written to Louis Adamio, and has been promised a job, I mean , they 

have stated that they would help him find a job, part time o r all day. 

Prom what I gather, his destination Is Cleveland« 

Charlie, Emlko, Bette, and Takeshi have already gone to A rizona. 

They left Tuesday morning 6:45 a.m., and Talley and Mlml Yus a went 

along with them with his mother and sister. As far as Dr. Hall i s 

concerned, I think he's more or less out of luok, as all of th e work 

Charlie is doing is tied up for the University of California R esearoh 

bureau, and he is receiving a scholarship fund for the wor k he is 

doing* 

Louis Adamlc and a lot of other people are dying to have Cha rlie 

write for him, but all he la doing, is a personal journal type  of 

document for TJ.C,, which includes all of the family quarr els, and 

everything else that goes on in camp* He doesn't have time to w rite 

detailed letters even, so 1 don't see how he is going to do any more 

work* 

Didn't I tell you that Mom and Pop approve of Angelo? Pop thi nks 

pretty lot of Angle, and he says that anyone who comes so faith fully 
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every Saturday and Sunday to see me, and does so much for th e family, 

just because he likes me, Is all right with him, and should w e be 

transferred to Arizona, or Utah, he says that Angie is the typ e who 

would follow me over. 

Friday, September 11, is the last day for visitors, so even if 

Angelo did stay in town, it wouldn't be any use—he wouldn 't be able 

to see me, and now that everything is definite, he is going to start 

for Missouri in a few weeks time. I guess you didn't receive my 

letter, as I told you that he was driving out, and would ta ke you 

your radio, camera, and anything else you may have« 

If I should be married in Chicago, and Ang gets transferred t o 

the Pacific coast, or Atlantic coast, I could join him no ma tter if 

It Is Military Zone #1, as they have let out Anna Matsuyama's brother 

to go back to Sonoma, California, and he has even returned here for a 

visit with his sister, Anna, who married Johnny Towata—or didn't I 

tell you before. A nd then there Is a few cases where the wife is 

Japanese and the husband is Filipino, and they have gone rig ht back 

to San Francisco where they formerly resided, so a lot of the t hings 

you hear back East aren't very true, and you needn't worry too much 

about how conditions are. They only thing that would keep m e from 

getting out, is that things are going to be so rushed, they might make 

me wait till I go to the Relocation Center. In which case, I 'll have 

to make another application. (gosh, my typing, but I can' t help it 

as they are all ribbing me, and talking to me in the office, a nd I 

can't concentrate.) (They—being Mich Hayashida, Tets' you nger 

brother, Min Endo, of the Endo Silk Company on Grant Ave nue street, 

and Mr. Gonsalves.) 

By the way, Bessie Orita Watanabe says that her sister in law is 



Dr. Kahn Ueyama's wife, and that she may go to Chioago to Join them. 

It was funny because she said that her sister in law was there, and I 

said you'd told me that there were a lot of Japanese there, amo ng them 

Dr. Ueyama and his wife. Coincidence, n'est oe pas? 

Baer Kawakami married the girl who was working with him in 

Alameda, and then left to go to Minnesota. I received a lett er from 

him yesterday in which he said that they were getting alone  fine, and 

that there were a lot of domestic type Jobs in Minnesota, a nd a few 

that I might be interested in. However, I don't want to go int o any 

housework. as I don t know what type of people X might be worki ng for, 

and they might not like it if I took the Job, and then left righ t away. 

I wish the letter would come soon so that X can get out of the 

camp from here. It would be too much work and a waste of time i f I 

went along to Arizona and then to Chicago. Of course, it woul d save 

me some train fare, but it may take too long, so I'm trying all I oan 

from here. 

Chidori has written me several letters, and so has Miki. Mik i 

is now in Wyoming, and so is Tak Shiozaki. This camp is going to Utah, 

starting from September 15. 

By the way, don t send Ebnlko anything until you hear what he r new 

address is, because it might get lost—if you want any sugge stions as 

to what to get her, something she could wear in camp would be  useful. 

A white blouse, size 36, or whatever size a person with a si ze 36 

bust would wear. 0 r  a dark color pair of slacks, size 16. Or a nice 

bandana, Jacket of thin material—long torso style, or sta tionery. 

If I get her address soon, I'll let you know immediately, so that you 

oan at least send her a card. Mlyako has plenty of dresses, and 

slacks—she wears Takeshi's Levy Jeans, and his green zippe r Jacket, 
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as he 1s mora or loss outgrown all of his clothes• We make good use 

of the Montgomery Ward catalog, you may be sure, and the stu ff that 

comes from there Is pretty good* 

You may be interested In knowing that Charlie's stuff that w ent 

to Arizona—I mean, all four of theirs, weight 2,405 lbs, and I have 

never received such a ribbing about how muoh of the oamp the Klkuchi's 

went off with* We had to take apart our table, benches, an d paoked 

all of the loose lumber we had, as I hear there is a lumber short age 

in Arizona, plus unfurnished barraoks, and you sure do need furniture* 

We had him take all that we oould, so that we wouldn't have too muoh 

to take when we go* Now ±x it would be funny, if our transfer d idn't 

go through, and we had to go when the rest of them did; we wouldn 't 

have muoh to take with us* 

I have to stay here in oamp until the last day of evacuation, 

plus maybe a few days extra, as all of the people who work in 

necessary positions such as the secretaries, and Warehouse crews have 

to be on hand, till the end. That's all right with me, because t hat 

gives us that much more time to get our transfer out, and for me, 

it gives me that muoh more time for my transfer* 

Well, that's about enough for the present* I think I've ans wer-

ed all of your questions now* 

Everyone is fine, but the house sure is quiet with the kids  gone* 

Love, Alice 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago LETTER September 8, 1942 

Dearest Marl, 

How'8 the glamour gal enjoying life out in the free air? Fro m your letter, 
or shall I say manuscript, you seam to be having a grand ti me. Really enjoyed reading 
your letter. 

What's new here? Well, nothing much has happened. We are n ow in the wilds 
of looming, inhere life is just as dull as was in Pomona , The oamp is much larger 
as it  vd 11  hold twtee our number* Folks from Portland and Santa Anit a earns in 
the last week or so. Ho such luok of having Cherry and Martha  here, Martha seems 
to be going to Arkansas, while Cherry will be right below  us in Colorado, Did 
you hear the good news about Cherry and Eddie? Accord ing to M&roha, Cherry has changed 
her name to Mrs• Edward Hotta sometime last week. Isn't t hat wonderful? Of oourse 
we knew that would happen sooner or later. And Mari, Mart ha and Cherry haven 11 
heard from you in ages, so sling them a line or two across the continent, Toshi 
is expecting her bundle sometime in March. Wish we were a ll -there to oelebrate her 
first babe. She done beat all of us to the draw, eh Mari? Al so wish she would 
write to me. Haven't heard from her in a long time. Must be in Gila by now. 

At present I'm not working as I'm taking a long needed vac ation. Just wait, 
they'll probably draft me in the mess hall again, which I wouldn't mind. A n I 
do now is Just sleep and eat.  Eats I  Woe, but what a meall They seem to serve 
us plenty of meat, but hardly any fresh vegetables. Food in P omona was much 
better. Of oourse, we had fried ohieken, but -that was on ly once. 

Tomorrow 200 farmers, who volunteered, will leave for out side work in the 
bean harvest. They will be paid #4 a day, which isn't ba d at all. Wish they 
had Jobs like that for girls. They are also planning to get f armers for the beet 
fields. This would be hard labor, so I heard. 

Kumors flying around that Mantanar might be moved inlan d. I feel sorry 
for the people there. After all, they thought it would be permanent so were 
settled down for the duration. If they do move, I Just hop e and pray Toshi 
would oome up this way. I do miss here even though we did q uarrel a lot. 
Later on, we ought to try to get outside Job and get out  of this "hole," 

Now listen, Mari, what's this about a new beau. Keep him a t a distance 
or Kayo will be mad, "Tou and Kayo are made for oaeh othe r." Have your fun, 
but don't leave broken hearts behind. 

What a dust storm we had today i It really was awful. There was I standing 
in the midst of it waiting to receive my |8 oheok — pay from last month's work 
in Pomona. It rained a little, but not enough to harden the soft ground. Tou $ust 
oan't keep our apartment olean here *hen it blows like tha t. The dust seeps through 
the windows somehow. It's a mess  I  Oh, happy dayst 

Heard from Tak that part of your family are now at Oila. T hat means that 
Alioe would still be in Tanforan. Wrote her last week, but h aven't reoeived her 
answer yet, I bet you do miss her and the rest of the fami ly,. 

Can't write sgoh long and interesting letters like you as nothing 
exeiting happens here. So, Marl, I'll let you do all the t alking as usual. Write 
soon. Find time between your many beaus to drop us fol ks back here a line or two. 
Take goodcare of yourself. 

Love, 
Mild 



September 9, 1942 

Dearest Marlko -

Gee, I'm really sorry that I didn't write to you sooner, bu t I 

guess I «as Just too lazy to do any writing. Am I forgiven? 

It's really hot here in Arizona, but the camp Isn't half as ba d 

as we heard. We arrived here on Wed. at 10:30 a.m. after trave ling 

26 hours* (left S.P. at 8:30 a.m. on Tues.) We hit L.A. at 6i00 p.m. 

on Tues. and the dam guard wouldn't even let us go out to take a walk 

even though we had l£ hr. before train time. He couped us In a little 

offloe and was It hot. Tally and Mlmi Yusa and his mom and sis. travel-

ed with us, and his mom sure got on our nerves. Takeshi had to go to 

the toilet at Los Angeles,  BO Ohas. told him to go. When Fuddy (the 

name we gave our W.P.A. esoort) found out, he got excited as h eok, 

and nearly threw a fit. He said "what If we miss the tra in" etc. and 

when Tom came back about 10 minutes later, he gave him heck. Th e 

soldiers there were swell. They joked around with us and ev erything. 

When we said we wanted a coke, he said "Go on" but Mrs. Yu sa got so 

soared (she thought Puddy might get mad) that we didn't go. T ally sure 

got mad at his mother though. . .told her that we didn't have to mind 

him like a dog, and then she said that Chas. shouldknow bett er slnoe 

he was the older brother. W© traveled on the Daylight, an d was It 

oamfortable. I couldn't eat lunch, because I got sort of slo k facing 

all the telephone poles flying by. The lady sitting ***** a cross from 

us gave us a Look magazine, and when Ohas. tried to tip the " Redcap", 

he said to forget It because he knew how things were. From " Ellay 

(Los Angeles) to Arizona, we traveled on the "Argonan", and what an un-

oomfortable thingI We had to sleep two In a seat, and straight back 

seats at that. On top of It, It was hot as anything and we w eren't 
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supposed to open windows! Takeshi finally slept on the flo or, but me 

and Chas. only slept for about 2 hrs. Gee it was awful thoug h. And 

our Mr. Fuddy-pants kept telling us how lucky we were to get s eats at 

all since he worked for the government or something* When we had break-

fast on the train, he told us to order No. B. which was ham and eggs, 

but since we only ate 2 meals altogether instead of 4, we orde red Ho. A 

which was lamp chops• All the rest were finished, and he came  over to 

our table and we weren't even served yet. Then the waiter sai d "here's 

your chops" he got mad as anything and said "What's the big idea." 

I guess he was sore because he didn't make any profit on that meal. 

No. B. was #1 and A. was $1.25, so altogether for the 4 of us w e had a 

I3.00 breakfast* Was It good though  MmI We arrived in Casa Grande at 

10:50 and this Bob Spencer who Is also working on the same pro ject as 

Chas. and Tally met us. (Gee, we were roasted by then. . . we h ad on 

boys slacks tool) He let us do a little shopping at the littl e store 

there. and we bought those large Mexican hats (only 98^) blou se, 

ourlers, combs, etc., Chas. bought a Frank Buck styled hat t oo. * . 

you really need them around here. You should have seen those people 

orowd around and look at us as if we were freaks* It sure was fu nny 

though* We had a chance to go to either Camp 1 or 2, but C has. 

deolded on 2 because all the administration, etc. was to be there 

since it was larger. Our camp is the 4th largest city in the st ate 

of Arizona. Funny huh? It's population Is 10,000 and camp 1 i s 

5,000* We had to go baok and forth to look for a place to live, 

because the first place (went there 6 times) there was a sas sy young 

couple, and they didn't want us in there* After the 11th ti me, we 

finally found a place, and I was half dead* Our place is prett y good 

though* One large room for the 4 of us (there's supposed to b e 6 in 

a room, but they finally gave it to us since we couldn't find any 
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other place) and when the rest comes, we get another plaoe -  2 rooms 

for 4 persons to a room* The camp as a whole Is pretty good..•e specially 

the administration* Nothing like Tanforan's administrati on (that's 

what they called it)* This place isn't quite finished, but I i magine 

it'll be pretty good when they do get it finished. The latrin es, 

showers, laundry rooms, wash rooms, etc, are all near us, s o its pretty 

convenient* Camp 1 is Si mi. away, and you can go there anytime you 

feel like it. . .Walk, ride or otherwise. Only  2 guards for the whole 

2 camps and no fence, so you don't feel like a prisoner an yway. 

There's no hot water as yet, and we can't drink the water fro m the 

pipes so each mess  halls  have 3 cans of ioe water outside. We're 

supposed to drink that. The first few days we drank so much t hat I 
i 

got siok. . . Diarrhea. Boy, is it awful. Running bowels all the 

time, and still you want to drink water beoause it's so hot. (W e 

sleep with no covers every night). The roofs of the houses ar e double, 

and the walls are asbestos, so that keeps a lot of the heat out . Before 

we came here, everyone was telling us about the Gila Monste rs, snakes, 

scorpions, etc. but so far we've only seen some cute little l izards, 

and plenty of bugs and flies. (Don't mind the scattered se ntences as 

I'm Just putting them down as they come to me). The mess hall is 5 

barracks away, and it serves pretty good food. We sure are goo d at 

getting bottles of Jam off the tables to bring home, and hunks of ice 

to put in our water at home. Canteen opened yesterday, and the y sell 

quite a wide variety of goods. The sodas are awfully small tho ugh. 

Punyi Oh yes, the lavatories and showers aren't partitione d like 

Tanforan's either. Sure is inconvenient when your in your m enstrual 

period  CUB so many little kids stand a gape at you. Before we came, 



they had those toilets that were just holes in the grounds, Ughl 

Turloek camp said that theirs were like that too* We sure  were lucky 

In Tanforan though. I sure hated to leave though. The Stablem ates 

boys' club of Tanfo. gave me and Bette a goodbye party, and s o did the 

Totalixer staff* Gee, they were a lot of fun though. Then the night 

before we left they all oame to see us, and Bette said that 2 o f the 

boys had tears in their eyes, I didn't cry until Mrs. Iwana ga cried 

just before we left on Tues. morning..«then you should have seen me, 

Bette, Patsy and Yuri bawl. Gee, I couldn't stop even when we  were 

way to  S.F.  It sure is sad when you leave your friends and maybe not 

see them for yrs. and yrs. or maybe never. 

Yesterday we climbed one of the many buttes around here, and we met 

2 little Indian kids there. For 12 and 13 yrs. they sure were gr ownup 

like though. Then when they started smoking, you should ha ve seen the 

little boys (Japs) the same ages gape at them. Ohas. intervi ewed them, 

and they sure can  lie I  They scare me for one reason. They asked us 

what our names were, and afterwards we asked them the name of their 

horses, and they said Bette and laughed like anything. 

So far, Chas. and Tom have built a table and shelf, and they'r e 

pretty good.looking* They sure do wish Jackson were here th ough. 

After our 3rd day here, guess who came to see us? Sam Selkl,  the boy 

who lived next door, and the owner of our house on Buchanan S t. Small 

world no? Also, the Mavy Laundry people are here, and all  of Susuin, 

Vacavllle, and places near Vallejo are here. It seems funn y to hear 

the kids around us talking about Vallejo, Times Herald, HanI on Theatre 

etc. It makes us homesick. One man that lives next door to me said 

I had a smart sister beoause her pioture was in the paper many times 

during graduation. He was talking about me, but I didn't t ell him. 
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( I sure must have looked t t l w i l different in the pies. That' s all 

I can think of about Gila, so I'll think of what I can abo ut Tanforan. 

(I think I'll lose weight here though, because I perspire a lot, and 

don't eat much beoause it's so hot«) 

Alice told me that she said I would tell you about the Talen t 

Show that I sang in, so I will. I oertainly was nervous though , and 

it embarrassed me like heck when the M.C. handed me a bouque t of wild 

flowers with a large purple ribbon on it. I knew Alioe s ent them as 

soon as he read the silly poem in it* I sang I Don't Want to Wal k 

Without You, but it sounded lousy to me* I sang again at our Mar di-

Gras...There I Go with the record, at the oounoilmen's meeti ng, and 

the parties that the Stablemates gave. It's a lot of fun, and I don't 

get as nervous anymore. The Totalizer got their movies taken by the 

soldiers, and I squeezed myself in too. That day I seemed t o be 

everywhere, and A1 Kinoto and I got into 7 pictures that day. I'll 

bet that soldier thought we were following him. The last few d anoes in 

Tanforan were pretty sad, because they were for oouples onl y. Bette and 

I had more fun at the R®c. halls. The only thing was the I work ed, I 

dldn t have much time to meet people, whereas Bette did. A bu nch of 

kids got mad at her, beoause they wrote a speech for her, and without 

telling them, she gave an u g altogether different speech that Chas. 

wrote for her. That hurt them, and I knew they'd spread stor ies or some* 

thing about her, so I explained to them and told Bette to explain too. 

Bette is forgetful in things like that, but I guess she'll g et out of 

it sooner or later. One boy named Yosh Takakuwa started to bo ther 

Bette so much, and he oouldn't help it if he liked her. Bette t reated 

him so mean, that I felt sorry for him and payed a lot of attent ion 

to him in talking etc. so that Bette could have a little time f or herself 



and what happens? He starts making and carving my names out fo r me 

(in class too, so all the kids sure kidded me about robbing the 

oradle • . . he's 16) and making rings, belts and everything . Then 

he'd come for me in the morning, and instead of walking jus t up to the 

gate with me and going the rest of the way with Bette and Pats y to 

school, he'd come all the way to the office door with me, an d be late 

for 1st peMod. At 10 o'olook I look out of the window, and th ere he 

is sitting on the stairs doing his homework right in front of t he 

office. At lunch time he'd wait (classes end at 11:16) to go t o the 

diet kitchen with me to get pop's food, carry it all the way hom  e 

for me, dash home and eat on the second shift, and dash back ag ain 

and takes me to work. At 5 o'clock he's waiting again to take m e 

home. 4 minutes after rollcall, he comes over with some exc use about 

his records or something. Gee, I knew exactly how Bette felt , so I 

told him that he'd better not come over so much because mom w as sick, 

so for awhile I had a little. I guess I kinda showed my feelin gs 

because pretty soon he started coming over to see Tom. Wha t next, 

huh? He was a good kid though, and I actually miss him down h ere. 
fights 

I also miss Marguerite the girl I had so many/with at work. To wards 

the end we got along pretty good together, and she came over to see 

me a lot of times. 

Well I guess I'd better close for now. The reason I thought  of 

writing to you was because today was my birthday, and I didn' t want 

you to think that I forgot yours. There's 3 days difference i n our 

birthdays, and I think it takes about 3 days for a letter to get 

from here to you. Happy Birthday Onesan (means "big sister"  In 

Japanese) and I hope you have many more of them. I hope you d on't 



mind my not sending you a birthday present, because I haven' t got a 

Montgomery Ward catalog here• Please don't bother about m e, because 

I really don't need a darn thing • • • just your wishing me a h appy 

birthday* 

Bye for now, and write when you find time. 

Love, Emi -

I don't feel like 181 Bette says she'll write separately* 

Our address is Name 
Blook 66 9 B 
Gila Relocation Center 
Rivers, Arizona 



Barrack 10-Apt 4 & 5 
Tanforan Assembly Center 
San Bruno, California 
September 14, 1942 

Dear Marlkos 

This is going to be a short letter, beoauae I'm writing whi le 

at the office* About my oomlng to Chicago—evidently the C hief of 

Polloe doesn't want me to come there to your fair city, becaus e he 

still hasn't sent me the letter I asked him for» Mr. Gonsalve s also 

wrote him a letter in my behalf, and Congressman Tolan was to have 

written one too, I'm not sure. At least, he was asked to d o what he 

oould, as he is a personal friend of Mr* Oonsalves. 

There has been a little trouble about our getting the rest of 

the family to Arizona, because Mr* G under, the man who doe s all of 

the moving, forgot about the rest of the family still being he re, and 

now it's too late to apply for transfer from within the ca mp; we have 

to have the WRA or the Army do it from the outside* 

The first contingent left Tanforan on the 9th, and their 

families will leave on the 15th; after which 500 a day will le ave 

until the camp is cleared* My name is down for the last day o f 

evacuation—about 100 workers are supposed to stay to clear up the 

accounts and books, and then leave on the last train, but if o ur 

transfer to Arizona comes in sooner, I v ll have to go to Arizona first, 

and then start proceedings all over again* 

Before I go on any further, let me say how sorry I am that I d id 

not send you any birthday greetings of any kind, but I have b een pretty 

sick for the last week, and although I come to work on and off, I was 

in a bad way up till about yesterday* I don't know what's wro ng with 

me, but I have been going to the Hospital, and they said to wai t a 

few days and they'll let me know what's wrong* On top of I t all—or 
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maybe that's the oause of it a l l—I have a cold. Guess I'll  live 

through it all, the weather is very nice now, not too hot, b ut still 

a little windy. We didn't have a very hot day since our arriv al here, 

and when it was hot, it still was windy, so I don't know what o ur re-

actions will be in Arizona. Anyway, I hope you had a nice bir thday, 

and we all wish you a belated "Happy Birthday", I was going t o get 

you something, but no more visitors are allowed in starti ng from the 

11th, so I couldn't have anything brought in. Ang was pretty  swell 

about getting us stuff, but now that he can't come in, we'll prob ably 

have to depend entirely on Monky Ward. 

We received some clothing from Sears Roebuck and Co., and f or 

getting in free, it isn't too bad. I got a couple of print dre sses, 

a pair of pajamas, some ankelets, slips, etc., and so did th e rest 

of the girls while the boys got a nice heavy woolen plaid Jacke t, 

pants, shoes, sox, etc. The government allowed the WCCA a ce rtain 

amount per month for each family, and by the time we got the allowance 

system all set up, we'd been here for three months, so we wer e allowed 

about |90.00 worth of stuff for the family* We received abou t $85.00, 

but some of the stuff isn't worth the prloe, so all in all, we didn't 

fare too badly. You probably would turn your nose up at the stu ff, 

but when you're in camp, you sure can use work shoes, Jeans, c otton 

dresses, etc., and now I think that everyone is more or les s settled 

as far as olothing goes, except that I think we'll order mo re cotton 

dress e8 for Mom. It's going to be too hot in Arizona, and we don't 

know how often we'll be able to wash at first, so she'll nee d a few 

more than what she has. 

What with Emiko, Bette, Charlie, and Tom gone, the house is p retty 
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quiet as Jack, Miyako, and I aren't as noisy as those four . We're 

managing pretty well without them, except that when I wa s sick one 

day, our next door neighbor Patsy, (Aiko Iwanaga, who used to be the 

Boy Scout's Drum Majorette) had to get Pop's food for him fro m the 

special diet kitchen, She's 16, a little younger than Bett e, and 

very glamorous looking, and was a very close pal of Bette 1s, soshe 

used to go with Bette to get the food once in awhile, therefore , when 

I said she'd have to take Bette's place and be my sister, she took me 

up on it and we get a big kick out of her, and her sister Yuri, who 

Is fliyako's age, and an inseparable pal. 

Well, I guess I'11 close now. Miki is about the only one of y our 

friends I hear from, and she's in Wyoming now. Her address is 1 7-8-B 

Heart Mountain War Relocation Project, Cody Wyoming. Tak S hlozaki is 

up there, and I introduced them by mail, so she always mentio ns him in 

her letter—for instance, she said, "saw Tak on the train, but didn't 

get to talk to him much, as he read funny books most of the way up." 

Well, guess I'll go back to work now. Received a letter from R ev. 

Stone, and have already written him thanking him for his inte rest. 

What's new with you? You owe me a couple of letters, I think . 

It's going to be a little hard at first at Arizona, because th is 

whole camp is going to Abraham, Utah, while mostly Turlo ck, Tulare, 

and a lot of other countrified people are going to be at Arizon a. 

Charlie says that Dr. Baba is there, as Is my old friend, and  Minkey's 

ex: Jean Yamasaki, who lives around the block from them. Haven't heard 

from Mlnkey or Helen Oshidarl at all, and I guess they've move d by now 

to a Relocation Camp. 

Write soon, 

Love from all, Alice 



Barrack 10-Apt  *  6 
Tanforan Assembly Center 
San Bruno, California 
September 16, 1942 

Dear Marlkos 

Don't be too surprised to find this money order enclosed* I 

know It's an awfully long time, but I haven't cashed It as yet, 

beoause it needs your signature, and I always forget to sen d it to 

you» Please sign my name on the line that says  n Pay to", and your 

name on the line "Payee 11 • 

I could have signed your name on it I suppose, but the post -

master said I had to have Identification, and I couldn't ar gue him 

out of it* I had signed your name on it, but as you can see, I 

erased it* When you sign over it, it won't show. Will you send i t 

to me right away, or keep it if you think I might be gone from  here? 

You see, you oould cash it, but then you'd have to send me th e money, 

and that wouldn't be safe* This was originally part of the mo ney Mom 

had, but she needed cash one day, and I ohanged it for her, an d have 

been carrying this around ever since« 

Tentatively, I have my name in to leave Oct* 3, but the Army 

order to go to Arizona, might come in sooner than that, and t hat 

means that we'll have to leqve. Quite a few from our barrack left 

yesterday, and some more are leaving today, but either we' ll be 

moved oloser to the main mess hall, or else more people who  are being 

left behind will be moved in the vacancies, so we're not wor ried about 

being left all alone* 

Well, have to close now, as It's lunch time, and I have to get 

Pop'8 food* Grace FuJli was over last night, she lives next door to 

us, and said that the last time she heard from her brother J ohn, was 

in Singapore* 

Dave Saito says to say hello* So does Tomate Sakai* Love, Ali ce 



«Barrack 10-Apt* 5 
•Tanforan Assembly Center 
*3an Bruno, California 
September 24, 1942 

Deqr Marikot 

Well, I see my love has finally reached your fair city. How is 

he holding up? Are you showing him the ropes and getting him se ttled? 

Gosh, it seems suoh a short time since he said goodby and le ft here, 

and now he's way over there, thousands of miles away, and I' m still 

left stuck here, with no possibility of getting out until af ter I 

reach Arizona, 

Perhaps it's just as well, for Jackson has won a scholarship to 

the Drew University (or Brothers College) in New Jersey, a nd will be 

leaving any day. If there is any stop-over in Chicago, he'll p robably 

be dropping in on you one of these days, but I can't say when d efinitely 

He received a #400 scholarship from the National  Student- 1 s  Relocation 

Council whioh should take him through a year for tuition an d fees. Now 

all he has to do is to take care of his board and room and clothe s« 

This morning at 6:00, Henry Fujil left for Iowa to go to colle ge, 

and it sure was a funny situation. After his folks and Grace l eft for 

Utah, we praotloally adopted him, along with Yuri Oshima, wh o is 

staying with us now. (She took Em! 1s place in our office, and is a 

good singer, and oute.) Well, anyway, last night Pop and Mom sent 

him to bed early, after the show "My Favorite Wife" with Ca ry Grant 
\ 

and Irene Dunne, and then since he had to get up so early, Mom got 

up at 6 and started calling "Henry, Hen-ry", but receive d no answer. 

She got a little worried that he might oversleep, so she told Pop that 

he didn't answer, so he took a stlok and hit the wall, cal ling "Hen-ry, 

Henry Fujii, Hen-ry Fujil", until finally he answered. H e left camp 

about an hour later, after coming into our dark bedroom s to say goodby. 



Yuri is 19 years of age, comes from San Leandro, and looks 

something like Doris Louie. She has a nice personality, an d is pretty 

well liked by everyone, and getting right into our family gr oup. She 

helps a lot, beoause ever since the rest of the kids left, sh e fills 

in the empty gap that they left, and we make just as much noise , and 

have almost as muoh fun as before, Miyako likes her very muc h, and 

does little favors for her such as washing her dish bag for her. We 

all oarry a bag to the mess hall with our tin dish, spoon, fo rk, 

knlve, and cup in it, and then wash them all there, and put t hem right 

back in the bag for the next meal* 

Have you heard from Emlko and Bette as yet? So far, they've 

written a oouple of letters apiece, and a lot of postoards. Emi says 

she reoelved your birthday oard and money that I forwarded to her, 

and will probably write you soon, if not already. 

By the way, Mlkl says that Toshl is expecting, from what she 

heard from Yoshl, and if you write to anyone of the girls, wil l you 

ask them what her address Is, because I'd like to get rid of th e 

package you left with me, the skirt and sweater that you we re going 

to return to her* 

When I get to Arizona, I'll have to sort out all of my junk, an d 

leave half of it behind, as I don't want to be traveling around with 

a lot of things that I don't use all of the time, and to keep th e 

cost of baggage down. Right now, I have my sewing machine, a big 

trunk, a large suitoase, a small suitcase, and a hatbox. May be you 

can let me know approximately how the weather is and then I 'll know 

what kind of clothes I'll need. I haven't much of any cloth es, and 

will have to start all over again, as far as hats, shoes, e tc. go, 

after I reaoh there, as all I wear nowadays, are ankelets, low  heeled 



shoes, and ootten print dresses, white blouses, and dir ndl skirts. 

And will probably need a new permanent by the time I get out* 

How was Helen Takahashi? Is still in Chicago? Her mother o ame 

over to say goodby to me, and I really felt sorry that her fath er 

and mother had to go to Utah. Her father is so old, and has no  . 

teeth, that it's probably very hard for him to manage his fo od, and 

not having any children with them, it must be awfully hard o n their 

peace of mind. Perhaps Mom and Pop are spoiled because they ha ve 

their children to look after them, but they really are dep endent on 

us for a lot of things, and it's a good thing we're around whe n some 

of the rumors come in beoause they are so silly* And the poor o lder 

issei are willing to believe anything* Pop very conscient iously 

listens to all of the newscasts all day long, about every ho ur, and 

listens to the news oommentators so much that he can spot Pu lton 

Lewis Jr., Raymond Oram Swing, or Kaltenborn right off the b at* 

Last night we took Pop and Mom to the show to see "My Favorite 

Wife", and Pop was really impressed with a colored cartoon called 

"Dick Whittingtons' cat." Tonight he says he wants to go to the 

talent show that Tommy Hoshiyama is emceeing, because Jacks on is 

going to sing My Devotion, and so is Yuri going to sing* The To morrow 

night he may go to the show again to see "The Magnificent Brut e" 

starring Viotor MoLaglen* It's pretty good, beoause we hav e to sit 

on the floor under the grandstand, and after an hour or so,  you get 

pretty tired* Pop used the back rest last night, so I guess it was 

all right for him, and we all spread an army blanket on the flo or and 

wear slacks whioh enables us to spread our legs in any dire ction* 

I hope you aren't bored by all these little details, but thro ugh 

all of my letters, I'm trying to give you a picture of camp life  and 



our reactions to it, and I want to read them myself over aga in when 

I get out of camp, to see what my reactions were. 

Does Angelo still have the oar, or has he left for Missouri by 

this time. I sure do miss him, especially on Saturdays and S undays, 

because he used to visit so faithfully* Of course, I miss h im all 

day long, but when one is busy at the offioe and at home, I can 't 

spend all of my time thinking of other things, so last nig ht in the 

picture, there were parts when Cary Grant looked like Angel o, and then 

Z really did miss him* 

I guess Angelo is pretty well disgusted at the «hole situa tion 

by this time, and Z wouldn't blame him at all If he change d his mind, 

but try and explain to him, won't you, that all of the excuse s.Z 

make to him are really to oover up the real situation* Mom a nd Pop 

are really dependent upon me, much as Charlie and Jackie s ay they 

aren't, and Z can really understand their sense of fear, when Z say 

I'm leaving them, because the other kids can do everythin g and more 

that Z do, but Mom and Pop don't like to ask them to do things as 

much as they do me, because when they ask me something, Z li ke to 

get It over as soon as possible* Pop was really happy for awh ile 

when he thought that after we arrived at a Relocation Proj ect, we 
I 

wouldn't be able to get out, beoause he thought that Z would ha ve to 

stay. If it weren't for Angelft, Z wouldn't leave eamp, and he ek with 

anything and anybody, but Z realize that Z have my own life to live, 

and that Z've waited and put him off long enough* Mow that the Diet 

kitchen has olosed down, and Zeng has gone to Utah, Z have to ge t 

food from the other people Z know In the mess hall, and then Z think 

our mess hall is going to olose on the 28th of this month , whloh means 

that for the rest of our stay in camp, we will have to oome back to 
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eat at the main mess hall, which Is now opened for the r est o f the 

people whose mass halls have already olosed down. I'm than kful that 

our mess hall Is the last one to olose down, as It has been so co n-

•enlent to go there to eat. 

So far, I don't know when we leave, but I have an Idea that It 

will be pretty soon. There are trains leaving for Utah, on th e 26th, 

27, 28th, 29, 30 and 1st, and then that will be the last train un til 

the 10th, when all of the workers will leave. At least that's the 

general setup right now. Things are liable to change any moment. And 

then beoause we are going to a different place than the rest , our order 

may oome In suddenly without advanoe notice. We're all pack ed, so It 

doesn't make much difference. The only thing that will be Inc onvenient, 

and this won't make Angelo happy, is the fact that after I arr ive in 

Arizona, I'll have to wait a week or two for the rest of my bag gage to 

arrive, and then leave from there. Gosh, It's a tiresome Jo b to write 

letter after letter and then receive no answer. That darn ed old chief 

of Police hasn't even acknowledged my two or three letters, plus the 

one Mr. Oonsalves wrote, and the one Congressman Tolan wr ote in my 

behalf. 

Well, guess I'd better close If I want this letter to get off to 

you. Take care of yourself, and Mlyako's birthday Is on the 27 th for 

your Information. 

Love, Alice 

P. 3. My love to Angelo, and I'll write him right away. 



* 
September 29, 1942 

Dearest  M a r l k o  -

Received your letter a few days ago, and It was really swell 

hearing from you. 

Glad to hear that you found suoh a swell job, and good pay tool 

Good for you. 

So Angelo is in Chicago huh? What a surprise, and how he g ets 

around» One minute he's in S.F. and the next thing you know,  he's in 

Chicago. I'll bet the people that you introduced him to like him, 

don't they? He's very .friendly and oonsiderate. I know all o f Alice 1s 

friends thought he was tops. At the present though, I'm ma d at him. 

Favoritism - that's what it is. He writes to Bette, but not a word 

does he write to me. I don't think I shall ever forgive him. 

What a surprise to have dear little Geo. Yoshisato pop up afte r 

all these long months. Did you give him our address? We'd lik e to 

hear from hi# once in a while* 

You needn't worry about Mom and pop not being able to join u s, 

beoause this is a special case, and they'll be able to join us v ery 

soon. Z don't know exactly when, but it'll be before the 1 6th of 

Ootober, I think. Bye the way, remember old "fuddy" that a ccompanied 

us on our trip from Tanforan to Arizona? Well, we thought w e heard and 

saw the last of him, but I received a letter from Alice and  she said 

that he kicked like blazes when he got back to Tanfo. He yelled  at 

Alioe or something, and Ang nearly hit him too. Suoh a hopele ss case 

that. Fuddle-brain ne? 

Before I forget, Toshi 

Ikida and Sachl Egima (?) came over 

yesterday to look for Alioe, but since she wasn't here, we g ave her 

her address. They said that they never expeoted to meet your family, 

and they say I look like you so-o much. 



The last issue of the Totalizer was really good huh? They fooled 

Chas. at first by saying that they were only going to have 10 p ages 

for the final edition... Ohas. sure got mad though, becaus e they send 

him 4 of the pages whloh were his pages. He got fooled though.. The 

Totalizer editor, Taro K. and the girl who out the stencils , Yukl 

Shlozawa, are engaged now, and will be married on relocatio n. I guess 

the long and late hours working on the Totl bore fruit* How about that? 

The heat Is much more bearable nowadays. Maybe I'm getting  used 

to it or something, but It seems muoh cooler. Still a lot of dust 

flying around, but I think they'll have that fixed In due ti me. Yester-

day we got hot water, and It oertalnly feels swell to take a s hower In. 

You feel so clean when you come out. The laundry room was completed 

today, so that'll be convenient from now on. The Ironing room will be 

finished some time next week. Camp 1 seems pretty well s ettled now and 

they've been there for 2 months, so I guess It'll be about another 

month before we get settled. The oanteen sells any amount o f foods, 

dry goods, eto., and It's just about a blook away from wher e we live. 

They're planning to open another canteen soon too. I had a c hance to 

work on the mimeographing In oamp 1 by commuting, but Chas. t hought I 

should take a little longer rest. Lately I've been having backaches, 

and the doctor said It was from overwork (oranklng the machi ne, etc.) 

Soon I'm going to do some sketches of the oamp for Bob Spenc er's re-

search work for the U.O. Since they can't have cameras aro und, they 

need drawings. He said something about paying me 501  P °r hour, but 

I don't know when I'm supposed to start. It's pretty good thou gh 

Isn't it? 

Oamp life Isn't bad at all though. It's only the freedom tha t I 

miss, and although the heat and ftust Is pretty bad now, I'll thi nk 
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it'll be better later on* The food isn't anything to kick abou t 

either. Today we had steak for the first time, and it was rea lly good* 

We usually have stew, fish, or massi-gohan (mixed rice) , it isn't too 

bad. 

Before I forget, I want to thank you for the $2 you gave me for my 

birthday* It was really swell of you, and I'm only sorry tha t I 

couldn't get you anything. Speaking of presents, Tom and I ma de Hiyako 

a dolls oloset and hangers. I covered the hangers with finger nail 

polish, and it looks pretty good. Even some doll's skirt ha ngers. 

They work too. Won't lfiyako be surprised when she gets here . 

About the sun suits for me and Bette, you don't have to bo ther 

about it, cause if we really need them, we could always ord er them 

from Montomery Wards or something. You don't have to get us  an ioe-

bag either because they sell them at the canteen. 

I heard that there were a lot of tears shedded when the Iwa nagas 

next door left. Poor Mlyakol Turi left for Utah so she feels so sad 

and blue. It made me feel like crying when Jaokie wrote th at Yuri 

played the violin for p*p before she left* She plays so good f or a 

girl her  age I  Patsy said she didn't cry until she saw mom and pop 

and then she really let loose. We really felt awful about le aving our 

friends too, but it couldn't be helped. We met a bunch of girl s the 

other night, and had a swell time talking. We've met quite a few 

people here now. Jean Yamasakl (Mlnkey's ex) lives right on the 

corner. (J block away from us) and in baok of us lives Charlie Iwanaga's 

wife's family. Couple of girls our age, and they're pretty nice. Re-

member Sam Selkl who lived next door to us on Buchanan S t* (owner of 

the house)? Well he and his family is in camp one, and so is M rs. 



Ebeale's daughter and granddaughter (Navy Laundry) Geo. Yamasaki la 

there too (driver of the truck) and he said to say hello. We can't go 

over there to camp 1 anymore, so we won't be seeing them unle ss they 

come over on business. Remember Mr. T amakl, the next door barber In 

the alley a long time ago? 0 u r next door neighbors knew their family 

and he said that Mr. T. died last year. His son is in Japan n ow. 

And remembe* Dorie Ridola, that £ Jap and & Filipino gal In V allejo? 

Remembef how quiet she wasT Well, she got married last Sat urday. 

It sure was a surprise to me. What next? 

By the way, what happened to Monroe Shintanl, Albert Hakaga wa, 

and Victor? We never did drop them a few lines did we? If they'r e 

still around, tell them to drop us a few lines first, I don' t know how 

to start a pen pal letter. Hml Albert was kind of cute wasn't he? 

Well — oh, oh. better watch it Emlko. Also is Roy Ashigawa a round 

any place? When and if you ever see him, say I said hello. His 

sister Sumi, well we knew her pretty well in Tanforan. She o rled when 

we told her we were going to leave. 

I wish the family would get here soon, cause I really miss t hem. 

Ho humI it's 3 minutes till 12 mldnite, so I guess I'd better o lose. 

Boy, have I got a writers cramp. I wrote Alice a 7 page letter (big 

paper) Shlg (hmml) an 8 page letter, and now you an 8 page lette r. 

How'A I do It? I've heard from Mlnkey 6 times since I've bee n here, 

and he says hello to you. He's still in Stockton Ass'm Ctr, b ut will 

be going to Arkansas (?) on the 3rd of October. He had a postman 's Job. 

Chas. Bette, Tom and I send all our love to you (generous huh? ) and 

be good, and try to write soon. Yippee  I  I made it! 

Love, Bmiko 



WRA Camp #2 
65-9-B 
Rivers, Arizona 
Oot• 1, 1942 

| 

Dear Marikos 

We finally received our notice yesterday that we are to mo ve 

to Arizona on Oct. 6. For that reason I'm giving you the abo ve 

address where Chas, Emiko, Bette and Tom already are stayin g. We 

expected to move long before, but since Alice Is working In t he supply 

office, she put In an application to stay until the last  few days. 

The reason for requesting the stay being that Mom was still 11 1 until 

last month and we felt she should have time to recuperate be fore 

leaving. Now that she has fully recovered, we are ready to l eave. 

Evacuation of Tanforan has been in progress since Sept . 15, and 

people have been leaving at the rate of 500 per day for the relo ca-

tion center in Utah. 

As Chas. had some Job lined up in Arizona, he requested to g o 

there. Now I hear he is supervising the social welfare pro gram there. 

Emiko and Bette don't like It any too well because there are no 

jitterbugs there since most of the people living there wer e living In 

the rural dlstrlots before evacuation. I think they will soon get 

used to it. 

Now that Tanforan is dosing there isn't a thing to do. This 

place Is really sad so all I can do is take sun baths and write 

letters• 

I've been expecting an army release so I can go to school, but 

there seems to be some delay. Drew University In New Jerse y has 

awarded me a scholarship for $400, but I can't go until Wash . D.C. 
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approve» the oollege» The Student relocation council has al so awarded 

me $165 for travelling and Incidental expenses. For ray board and 

room expenses, I'll have to find some sort of a Job, but tha t shouldn't 

be difficult, I f ve done It before when Jobs were few, so now with 

the labor shortage it should be easier. John Fuji! attended Drew 

University, from what I hear from his brother. His family was our 

neighbor including mother, father, Grace and Henry. Henry  just left 

last week to go to school in Iowa. (John Fuji! is interned In * ndla 

as he was working for Dome!). 

In the event I don't get a chance to leave for school, I'll be 

in Arizona so write to me there. If my release comes through I' ll 

stop over in Chicago for a couple of days* 

School has already started so I don't think I'll be attending 

school this year. However, I'll go to Hew Jersey snyway and work until 

the spring semester in New York which is Just across the r iver. Perhaps 

I'll drop in and see Louis Adamlc in New Jersey. I wrote to hi m before, 

and he's working on getting me placed in some mill arouiid Cl eveland. 

I haven't heard from him lately, but there is a good possibil ity of 

getting work since he knows quite a few industrialists. 

Alice Is getting fat these days because she tea eats so mu ch and 

exercises so little. Lately she has started to exercise, but I  don't 

know how long she'll keep it up. Yuri Oshlma, our guest who has  been 

staying with us because her family has already gone to Utah, is also 

exercising with Alice. But they laugh more than exercise. I t hink 

they laugh because they're embarrassed when they can't lift those huge 

logs of legs vertically from the floor. When they weighed th emselves 

m m m m ^ m mmmmmmmmmmm 



yesterday at the commissary Mlyako was the only one who lost w eight, 

losing one and a half pounds. Alice claims that Yuri gained f our lbs 

but I think she 1s jealous because I kid Alice about her fatness* 

Alice claims that the reason why her belly plops out so far I s due 

to the weakening of her abdominal muscles since her operatio n* Hal 

Hal Lately I've been encouraging her to run around the track, a 

distance of 1-1/8 mile* That should knock off some weight* 

Mlyako has been fooling around the supply office playing wi th 

the typewriters because her friends have all left. 

Well write me a few lines If you aren't too busy* 

Yours truly, 

(Sgd) Jack 

Bessie Fujlmoto Is In Chicago and Is getting married* I ga ve her 

your address so she could look you up* 



POST CARDS 

Ootober 6, 1942. 

Half way down on trip to  L.A.  from there we change cars. 

Pop 1s not very well now - too much traveling or heat - wi ll write 

immediately to let you know about everything. Please do n't worry-

Jaok is with us and everything is under control. Love to An gelo. 

Alioe 

Ootober 6, 1942. 

Pop had a stroke on trip and was taken off at San Luis Obi spo 

in a stupor. Now at General Hospital there - couldn't stay behind 

but have wired asking permission. Doesn't seem to be too s erious 

so don't worry too much - will keep you posted. (Darn train  going 

downhill now). Mom and rest O.K. Love to Ang. and if I don't get 

a chance to write him, let him read your mall. Nothing you ca n do 

except to take oare of yourself and not worry too much. Lov e from 

all. Alice 

Ootober 9, 1942. 

Am waiting in Mr. Fryer's office to find out if I can get 

back to San Luis Obispo to see Pop. Telegram arrived sayi ng he 

was still unconscious yesterday and outlook doubtful. Ple ase try 

not to be too upset about it as we aren't too sure how he is, and 

remember what happened the last time they said it was seriou s. My 

authorization to go has come in and maybe I can get a ride fro m 

someone going back to S.P. Don't think you could come in zon e if 

you wanted anyway, so in the meantime keep your fingers cr ossed 

and I shall write immediately. 

Love, Alice 



Charlee Kikuehi 
Ohioago 

LBTTKR October 8, 1942. 

Dear Marito, 

Hello there. Well have you  hibernated, as  yet? It must be getting oold in 
Chicago by now. Is ovorybody wearing ooata by now? Vieil in on e word I just wanted 
to «k If it*s oold there. As for  us,  we are having very good  weather.  And 
besides asking about the weather» how are you lately? I? We ll the sane  M  usual. 
Nothing new or rattling old.ïell you what I have been doing last few days, sad you 
eon drtido  for  yourself,  of how fate is dealing with me. The other nigjit I went 
to see a boxine match. It wae an ornature boating  matoh.  The kind X like to see 
boat because it does not have a lot of technique. It's all sw ing and hoping 
that It will htfe the opponent. The fan in it Z think is that yo u don't know 
just who will win hooouse they fight so  funny.  Of  course,  there were some very 
r ood filters, and I think some of theo could have been in the go lden glove's. 
You eon tell th«ft right off from the start. VJhat I got the m ost  kick,  are the ones 
that seemed like they never in their life had a pair gloves. In one of the 
Hatches, one of the fellows had his body so low that he al most touched the ground 
with his chest. The other was just the opposite, he tried to l ook tall and always 
stood on his toes. The match was as follows I A U though the th ree rounds the one 
who tried to bend low kept hitting the opponent on the leg. H hile the other was 
hittinr him on the back. It looked more like a rooster fight he n anything else. 
Then another that X ̂ t a big kick out of was *ien one of the fe llows was rather 
tall and the other short. A fellow that sat near me looked ba ck laughing and said. 
»One of the gin is seared of the M g one and the big one is glad t hat the little 
tm is soared of him." X said that rather fumy, but X think you understand. 
I hope. — Just in ease you liked to know (X know that your are not interested; 
but there were to knock outs. 

Of shows. The other n l # I went te see "Desperate Journey." X t was 
rather good. I'd say that it was aoma thing like "Man Hunt" in a different sense. 
But it was entertaining. 

Of  books,  X sa at present reading "Du Barry." Tou  know,  the fm&ot» 
Barry  that Kii* Louis XV had for a  mistress.  X know that it is a more or less 
a woman's bosk, but it happened to be on the shelf everytlme X went there, and 
X looked at the title ererytims but just didn't tske it ou t. well, finally, 
X pulled myself together and after looking around to see i f anyone was matching 
ne X grabbed it and checked it out. On the  way,  I did manage to get another book 
by oronin. It la titled "Oread Canary." X believe that it is o ne of those 
doctor story,  ftiough  X find the book a little droll in some parts X do enjoy» mg 
about the life of the French Court before the revolution. Xt is funny to think 
that at that time while all this baby play was going on at the  court,  asm liko 
Voltaire and Napoleon art nsny others were there trying to ma kePranse great. 

Well, I guess it's here. X m going to try to get a furlough nex t month. 
Destination? Guess? No lex« ways from  you.  The plaoe X em trying to go is a 
little town  called,  "Chioago." Ever hear of it? Ouess not, huh. How to get 
more serious. You see X have to have an address of the plee w here I  m togo 
or  feather  I did rather word it wrong. Hhat I mean to say is X have to have a  Id  otor 
address just in ease I am sailed back in an emergency. Or rather whore they can 
reach amby mail when they need  me.  Tou don't  mind,  if I used your £aoe fbr my mail, 
would you? I thought I'd better ask a head of time this time . Say, will you £ve 
as a quiek answer to this matter fer  x 'd like to send in my paper as early as 
poseible. Just a reply« I'd feel mush  better,  if X knew. 

V/ell, I'll be seeing you  again.  Good m ¿it. 

With lore, 

"ToÉh  ( 



POST CARD 

October 12, 1942 

Dear M&rikos First stop on way back to Pop - it's pretty 

serious as he's been unconscious all this time. Will wire yo u 

if urgent. Have to get back to Arizona by the 15th if I can't 

get more extension of leave permit• This is not quite up to 

L,A, - so I'11 be seeing Pop tomorrow aft. Love to all« 

Alloa 



74-1-A &  b 
Gamp 2 
Gila River War Relocation 
Project, Rivers, Arizona 

General Hospital 
San Lhls Obispo, Calif. 
Ootober 12, 1942« 

Dear Mariko  s 

You may have received my postcards, and you may not, as I wi ll send 

this special delivery and it may get there ahead of time;  but Just so 

you will know what is going on, I'll start from the beginning. We left 

Tanforan 6:45 in the morning of Oot. 6, and arrived in San  Franolsco in 

plenty of time to catch the 8:15 train (Daylight to L.A.). Pop was feel-

ing pretty well at the time of departure, but by the time he rea ched 

San Jose, he was a little sick, presumably due to the olgar ettes he 

smoked, the train ride, nervous exhaustion, and laok of sl eep. He became 

a little ill, so he went to the washroom. I don't know if he vom ited or 

not, but he came baok looking rather pale and ill. He didn't lo ok very 

well, so we made him lie down and take it easy. By the time we r eached 

Santa Marguerlta, 8 miles from San Luis, he was in a sort of st upor, 

and apparently tainted. 11 We had to take a bus from there due to a 

freight oar accident ahead of us, and so Jack had to lift him off the 

train and on to the bus. After the 8 mile ride, we had to c arry him on 

to the train at San Luis 0. again, and while waiting, Jack  and I thought 

we'd better call a doctor slnoe he was in a semi-consciou s state. The 

doctor arrived soon after and announced that Pop had suffer ed a stroke 

and would have to be taken to a hospital. The ambulance was called and 

since we whkh couldn't go with him, he was taken to the hospit al here 

alone. We were terribly worried, but could do nothing - our e scort Mr. 

Stamn wired Mr. Davis, and asked if we could stay - one of us if not all, 

and the answer came baok "no. 11 It sure was heck to have to leave him 

and spoiled the rest of the trip for us all. While on the tra in, Jack 
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and I wrote a brief case history of Pop's case and sent it " Special" 

to the hospital* 

We missed the "Argonaut" at L.A. due to the faot that we ha d been 

delayed by the accident, and had to take the "Golden Stat e Limited" the 

rest of the way. We traveled from 9 o'clock that night till a round 

12:30 the next a.m. Taking this train was a 60 mile long er trip and 

when we arrived at Coolidge a little past Phoenix, we were m et by Army 

truoks and brought to Gila River. It was a desolate sight with not a 

house in sight - only a few small adobe huts, and just mile s and miles 

of sand and sage brush. We finally arrived at oamp and w hile the rest 

of them were being registered, Charlie and I went to the telet ype and 

swltohboard offices to send a message. First thing I did w as to bump 

right into Toshlto Sato Ikeda, working the switchboard. W e sent a 

message to the hospital asking for information about Pop's condition, 

and then tried to start proceedings for me to get back. The next day 

the answer cams which read "Mr. Kikuchi still unconscious. Outlook 

questionable. Daughter's presence not necessary. Letter  to Jack 

Kikuohi follows." We were very worried, beoause that "outl ook question-

able" sounded serious. We saw everybody we thought had infl uence, and 

finally I received my authority to leave camp* Luckily, Mr. F ryer, who 

is head of the WRA, was down at Gila, due to the former Projec t Director 

quitting just before we arrived, and that saved us all that re d tape 

slnoe when he asked for anything it was supposed to be importa nt enough 

to grant a "yes" answer. Charlie and I told the family how s erious it 

was, since we wanted them to be prepared for the worst, and I returned 

to California Sat. morning 9.a.m., driving with Mr. Kimba ll who was 

returning to S.F., and my escort Mrs. Watterson, who's hus band came along 
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for the trip. We stopped at Banning, Calif, near El Centro , at a 

motel and then oame here the following day, arriving at 6. I went to the 

hospital first, and was told that Pop had regained conscious ness only the 

afternoon before, but could not talk, nor move his right si de at all. 

This paralytic stroke has paralyzed his right side, and al so his vocal 

cords, so It will be sometime before he is able to talk. He recognizes 

me all right, but seems to be in a stupor as yet. Seems to know wh at 

Is going on at times, and then gazes blankly at me at other tim es. As 

I write this, he is asleep in this ward, and since I have to b e back by 

the 16th, I'll have only all day tomorrow to see him. This Is bound to 

have an after effect on him, and it will be a long time before  he Is well, 

this being his second and more serious stroke. So, what I h ave planned 

to do is to leave him here until he is much better - the next two weeks 

should tell - and then the ambulance will take him on the tra in, put 

him on a Pullman, and then take him to the camp with a nur se or someone 

to acoompany him. If he gets through the next few weeks all right, he 

will have to rest and convalesce for a long time, and might as well be 

near the family. We have a pretty good hospital building ne ar the 

hospital, and live directly across it, so I think under the circumstances 

that will be the best thing to do. The government is paying all expenses 

for the whole trip (his, mine and my escorts) and as soon a s we hear how 

he is as far as a trip goes, I shall try to come back up and acco mpany 

him home. That is about as much as I oan tell you now. You may a s well 

know the facts, and he is an old man who has been sick befor e, so what-

ever the outcome I want you to be prepared. He is having the bes t of 

care now, and will later, and so there isn't much we oan do exc ept to 

hope that he recovers very shortly and hasn't any serious af ter effects. 



It must be pitiful not to be able to talk, and so far he doesn't even 

motion or make it plain that he understands and comprehends things« I 

wish he could read more and understand so that I could write h im notes, 

but he just lies there and looks at me, and occasionally holds my hand 

If I put it near him. He has eaten, and can drink thru the st raws, but 

not much more  •  He seems to have gained strength Blnce my arrival, pro-

bably due to a mental release that we are all right, and tha t I am 

around to take oare of him. Will write more later. Please te ll Angelo 

and tell him that it still seems as though "Fate Is keeping us apart 11 -

Love and take care of yourself so that we won't have to worry a bout you. 

You oannot enter Military Zone #1 so guess it's no use to t hink of 

visiting. 

Love, Alice 



Charles Kilcuehi 
Chicago 

LETTER station hospital 
camp grant, Illinois 
oetober 19, 1942 

my dear marikot 

they'll do it everytime ... it's a balmy day out. the wor k is slow, i 
decide to type this letter to you — then what happens? the ph one rings, ray 
typewriter is in use, someone wants to get through th e gates, (oh yes, we have 
gates to keep the sane ones out and the others in.) no wise cracks, please, i only 
work here ... yet. 

so I'm missed like a toothache that suddenly stops aching, eh? well, 
that's seme thing, i should feel insulted, but i'm too igno rant. 

now for some bad news, lay down a pillow and prepare to swoo n, mayhap  % 

the day will oome all too soon -when you shall be blessed (l ) with a revisit* "darn 
it" did i hear you matter? of eourse, i know that it was abou t your stocking to 
whioh you were referring, so w e shall overlook that remark . I've quit the manly 
art of pursuing the porkhide in order to conserve my en ergy for typing, my 
work here on the ward has kept me pretty busy for the past m onth, so i've had little 
time ibr anything else* i did indulge in a few games of ohano e of nights with the 

frolicking cubes ("african golf," "galloping dominoes," or just p lain "craps" to 
you) and came off seoond best, some fan i didn't have, may be if i can save any 
money out of next month's pay after paying off my dtbts,  i'll oome around ... 
maybe) if you can stand the oorn. i dunno. 

kim  says  he's going to the hallowe'en brawl on the  31st,  so i'll send my 
love to you through him. take it easy, kid, and don 't  do anything i'd do, 

by the way, before i olose ... you asked for a picture of this frankensteinian 
monster for your rogues gallery — well, how's about one o f yours first, yea verily, 
i would fain take a gander at one of your pictures which yo u say will give me 
nightmaree* 

curious (but doubtful^ 

bob 



Char  1«  a  Kikuohi 
Chicago 

I M W 
1 

Dear 1(1« t Kikuohl  i 

Just a line to say your father is still gaining and is very m uch better 
and stronger, his mind is clear and he tries so hard to t alk, makes lots of noise 
but oan't say a word when I told him just now I was writing to y ou and asked him 
if he wanted to tell you anything, he tried awful hard but c ouldn't make me under-
stand« 

Respectfully, 

George Hardin 
R.D.Box 15, S.L.O. 

POSTAL CARD October 19, 1942 

San Luis Obispo 
October 19, 1942 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chi«ago 

LETTER October 19,  1942 

Dear Mariko, 

Thanks for the letter. By the letter it seems like that yo u are really 
busy. Gee, if your busy and you admit it, I can imagine just how busy you are* 
Bo kidding, your're a real hard working gal. Wished I had abo ut half your ambi-
tion. I just seem to lack the kiok some people have. We ll, 1*11 learn some day, 
maybe, huh? I was glad to read that part where you said tha t you would survive, 
because I certainly hate to have any siok friends, when I want to enjoy yourself. 
It takes all the fun out of it. 

I hate to rush you like this, but I want to make some reserva tions on date 
for the end of the next month. I know, well maybe I'm talk ing too much In the 
future. But you see I had a hard tive in getting my furl ough this time. The fact 
is that I took my sweet time on the matter and couldn't t ake it when I wanted to 
take it. I thought that I had a lot of time. Well, I'll kn ow different next 
time. And another thing is that, I found out that I live d in a very fast world. 
The by-word "Think twioe" is really taking too muoh time. Well, maybe the world 
isn't going that fast, but I seem to think so. 

Tell you what  1  have been reading lately. Well, for one, is "Of Mice and 
Men." I'll have to admit that I did not like it very muoh . I'll admit that in one 
sense that it was a story, which oould have been very nea r too reality. But for 
the fact that his writing in that particular book was so nea r realistio that it lost 
it's value as a story. Like in drawing, maybe. I have to adm it I'm no authority 
in th at field or anywhere near it. But of w*:at I did take in High  Sohool, I remember 
a teacher saying, ihat a picture would lese it's value i f you oould not put in some 
of your imagination to make it beautiful. By that, I mea n, if you drew everything 
just as you saw it and did not put some oolorful imaginatio n in it, you might as 
well take a snapshot and be dons with it. So with a book, I think. Of oourse this 
is not true in all the books. But the faot that I took th at particular book as 
a novel made this impression. 

Now I am reading the "Fall of the Russian Monarch." At t he present I'm 
not far enough to say anything about it. But I can say, the a uthor made a very 
thorough investigation for his book. I find it in some par ts a little difficult 
to get straight unless I read it over again. Tell you mor e about it t he next 
time. 

Really, llariko, I haven't anything to say right now, so I' ll just olose and 
say good night. 

As ever. 

Tosh 

P.S. Bet it's getting awfully oold up there» 
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October 22, 1942 

DEAREST KARIKO: 

Emlko la writing this for me as Miyako and I are in bed with a 

•light cold. Kothing serious« I would write you myself, bu t it would 

be delayed and I wanted to write to you as soon as possible, so I 've 

called on Emi to write for me. 

About pop, I'm sorry that you had to worry so much and went to all 

that trouble, but I guess there won't have to be any aotion on your part, 

because as you can see by the card I'm sending you, he is gett ing much 

better, and will be transfered here at our hospital, as soon a s the 

hospital opens« He Is having the best of oare, and the oa rd is from the 

man who Is in the same room, and who promises to keep me poste d. Then 

to, there is a chance that I may be able to go out once more to bring 

him back« At least we are working on it. The doctor says that  ohanoes 

for recovery are good, and that he will be able to talk pretty soon, 

but, as you know, these things take time. We are living righ t near the 

hospital, so we'll be able to visit pop every day, once he c omes here. 

I don't think there will be any trouble on the trip, because th ey'll 

send a nurse, or an esoort of some kind« 

Mom is feeling fine, and is mad at me because I wrote to you abo ut 

It but if you're anything like me or Emiko, I'm sure that you w ould 

have liked to have known Just in case. Jaokle is leaving Sa turday morn-

ing for Hew Jersey. If he goes by way of Chicago, he will try  to look 

you up, but don't count on it too muoh* 

The weather isn't too bad here as it is getting towards winte r« 

We have ioe water every day, as much as we want too, and as  soon as we 

get some outside window shades, the rooms won't get too hot. 

Chas« Iwanaga came over this morning. Although he is livin g in 



Postern, he and his wife got leave to visit his wife's famil y. They 

live in the same oamp as we do* Among other people you know ar e: Saohi 

Eguma, working in the dry goods store; Prank Yoshlmura, h ead of the shoe 

dept; good ole Toshl at the swltoh board in oamp one; her husband Albert 

in the education dept; Shlg Eawal (?) the boy from Pasaden a who reminded 

us of Jimmy Yatabe; Doc Baba, lives next door; Verlln Yamamo to and wife, 

Daisy Tomlzawa; Grant Shlmlsu, Jean Yamazaki (Mlnkey's ol d girl), Mlml 

and Tally Yusa, and the second Sakal brother* Just read in th e Gila 

New1s Courier, that Joe Oyama got married* Her name is Asaml Ka wachi* 

The kids have started school already, and have to walk quite a  ways 

to sohool every day* Chas* is the only one who Is working as S upervisor 

of Soolal Welfare•••has some pretty interesting cases. 

That's about all we will write today. Sorry about the lack o f 

postage in the last letter. Excuse the lousy typing...Jac kson is look-

ing around. Tell Angelo I'll write as soon as possible. Tel l him not 

to get too restless because I can't help how things turned out . Everyone 

sends their love and kisses smothered with onions, and mo m says not to 

get too dlsoouraged about your jobs and that you are bette r off on the 

outside. Toshl and Saohi send their love too, and Saohi say s to write. 

She sent you one a couple of days ago or was it weeks? She has one  of 

your coats, and will return it if you need. Toshl is expectin g, and is 

very happy about it. She will try to get out to go to Detroit .after 

the baby Is born, but I don't think she can since she worked at the Jap. 

Council in Japanese. Walt a minute, Charlie just said tha t she can, so 

I guess she can. Don't you think this sentence sounds like yo u? 

Will really close now, so rest easy, sorry I upset you so much , 

and made Angelo pay so much for the telegram that I didn't ge t. You'd 

better pay him back or else**.Signed, Emiko. 



Jackson is going to Drew 1s University but Tom call« it Drool's 

University, He sends his love smothered with Tomato Juice . 
j» 

Will send a plan of the house and oamp later. Alice bought a dog 

to camp too. She's the outest and fatest dog you ever did see. It's 

spoiled like heck cause she's about the only dog in oamp, and every 

body pets her. Sure is cute though. 

When you write to Jackson next time, put "Dear Nichan". We a ll 

call him that at the mess hall, and he gets embarrassed becau se he 

always sits next to some girl. 

Don't do anymore on your side about pop, because it might ge t 

things mixed up on this end. We will keep you posted about al l details. 

Chas. says thanks for the mags. He wants to know if you can s end 

him a copy as it comes out, but don't pay for it...steal it. Th at's 

what this oamp has made us into. 
Will really olose now. 

Love and kisses, 

Alice 

Miyako sends undiluted love and Emlko 



74-1-B Camp 2 
Rivers, Arizona 
October 26, 1942 

Dearest Marlko: 

Guess your letter to Jack came a little too late to reach Jack, 

because he left for He« Jersey on Saturday« He may even have lo oked 

you up by this time, because he said he would try, and in that case, 

you'll have all the news you want about all of us* 

I just reoeived a letter from the hospital, and the doctor in 

charge of Pop said that he could be transferred to any hospi tal at any 

time* He still can't speak, but the mobility of his hands an d legs 

seems to be a little better* 

I'm writing this in bed beoause I have what is called Valle y Fever* 

I have spots all over me, bumps all over my hands, that itch li ke heck, 

and had a very high fever for a few days* Dr* Baba is taking o are of 

both Miyako and myself, and says he thinks Miyako has a case o f German 

measles, being different from mine in symptoms* Her poor lit tle back, 

tummy, face and all over her was a mass of red stains* She had some 

sort of rash on her hands and feet too, but hers are different from 

mine* She really has a bad time, beoause her whole body feels  Itchy, 

and she knows she's not supposed to scratch* 

Alice Mori has Just oome in to see me, and so I'll have to stop 

for awhile Tom says to say that she was here for two and a hal f 

hours, but she wasn't here quite that long. She is the sister of Masae 

Mori a nurse I met at Tanforan, and the sister of Tom Mori , the boy 

who came down from Tanforan with us, and was so much help when p op had 
iust 

his stroke* She's/about my age, and I like her a lot.* She's quite 

attractive, but not in the way that attracts any attention.  She's the 

only one who comes over so much besides Sachi, and I really am glad that 



Saohi comes over, because we all like her, and she lives so f ar away 

It's a wonder she takes the time to come over. Last time she b rought 

over a girl named Mlye Kondo, who says she's met you in Sachl' s place In 

Pasadena. 

Toshl hasn't been over for while although she lives much clo ser 

than Saohl. Maybe she's mad at me beoause I haven't calle d on her 

mother as yet, but then the way it goes, I haven t had the ti me. I came 

to oamp, stayed here for two days, was out for six, came ba ck, and about 

a week and a half later I was taken ill and am still in bed. In t hat 

week and a half, I had to go in search of wood for Jackson, wit h which 

to build doors and closets. I shall explain after I am up, c an't depend 

on the kids running into her sameplaoe, because she works  In oamp 1, 

and the kids are too busy at night to be running my errands . 

Bette is having a lot of fun with Blackie, our dog, who is t he 

outess little thing. She is only three months old, and was born In 

Tanforan, in a litter of nine pups. All black all over, with sp ots of 

white on her feet and under her neck, she is a spoiled littl e thing, 

but oute. She loves to lie on my bed and sleep at night, but sh e was 

getting into the habit, so I had to make her stop doing it be fore she 

got too big and shoved me off the bed. At present she is pret ty small, 

but shows Indications of being a pretty big dog. Pop likes her too, 

but didn't want us to have her at Tanforan, because he thought we might 

become too attached to her and then would have to leave her, but I 

solved the problem by having the veterinarian give her a sh ot (for hot 

weather) and sent her down In a crate via Railway Express. 

The doctors and nurses are giving a birthday party right acr oss 

the way in the Rec Hall tonight, so I guess it should be pr etty noisy 

around here. All around here are nurses, dentists and docto rs, I think 



we are about the only ones not connected with the hospita l, and will be 

able to stay here only for the fact that pop will be a medi cal case. The 

district around here is supposed to be pretty exclusive, b ut it's on the 

edge of the oamp, and the grounds aren't fixed as yet* But af ter awhile, 

I suppose, things should be pretty good, as the medioal sta ff usually 

gets the best of things. We don't know very many people aroun d here, 

so we aren't In the group as yet, but it seems that they are al ways 

having parties around here, and that makes It pretty good in case we have 

one of our own, we oan make all the noise we want. 

My hands are Itchy soratohy, notice the errors. That's when I take 

time out to scratch. 

So far, Jack built us three large closets, shelves of all kind s, a 

table, a big desk for Charlie, and you should see It, It's some thing..... 

T̂ hen we have three chairs, very large ones, the kind you usu ally see on 

sun porches or lawns. Two singles and one double. We have bu ilt a porch 

in front, and so in the evenings we will be able to sit out th ere. Jack 

built a dresser for the gals, and a chest of drawers, plus oth er odds and 

ends of furnitures, and they are all painted a creamy yellow , with a 

brown trim eventually. Soon as we get the paint. 

All of the buildings around here are a creamy yellow with a re d 

roofing; a double roof to keep out the heat, and the walls are o f 

asbestos. At present the inside floors are bare and what du st accumulates, 

but there Is a rumor that soon they will install red linol eum. I hope 

they do, because It Is awfully Inconvenient keeping the b oard floor clean. 

Let me see, what else is there about the barracks that you mig ht be 

interested in? There are five large windows in our B apartm ent, and 6 

large ones in the A apartment, which opens with a door in the mi ddle of 

that end of the barrack. B and C open from the side, and D on the other 



end. Since the block Manager lives next door to us, that mak es our 

family and his the only ones to live In the whole building, because the 

D apartment Is reserved for his office* 

Oosh, you seem to be doing a lot of work* Well, don't overdo It , 

and throw Ang out once In awhile If he gets pesty and doesn't d o the 

dishes right. I know he must be a problem to you what with not knowing 

anyone, and not working, and thanks a lot for all you are do ing for him. 

I appreciate all the time you must be spending to keep him  from getting 

too bored, and feeding him, although I don't doubt that h e does his share 

of the buying. I know that he doesn't go out of his way to make friends 

and do things on his own, and that was one of the things I thoug ht he 

would overcome by going to a strange place. In a way It's to o bad he had 

you to depend on, although I'm sure he really feels grateful for having 

one person around that he knows well. 

Did Angelo tell you all about what happened as far as your ra dio Is 

concerned? What I think happened to It Is that he might hav e taken It 

to his father's place In Benlola to store away with the rest of my things. 

Don't worry too much about Pop, because It won't be long b efore he 
once 

will be able to talk/more. The doctor says that that Is certai n, and as 

for after effects, that Is something he oan't say for sure, al though he 

doesn't think It will be too bad or serious. About the most t hat could 

happen, will be that he won't be able to walk very well, a litt le worse 

than before, but with the aid of his cane, he will be all righ t. 

Must eat now, Eml Is waiting with my tray, notf, It's Bette, an d so 

I'll close, with love from the whole family. All's well. A lice 



POST CARD 

October  28, 1942 

Dear Mariko: 

Nothing new or unexpected as far as pop is concerned* 

Has Angelo left Chicago yet? Tell him he has to have a pass 

to visit so for him to write me and I'll fix it up - that is, if 

he hasn't already left town• 

Weather nice and oool here and it isn't at all bad* 

Am up out of bed now after a week's session, but Mike still 

in bed with a heavy red rash whloh might be German measles, th e 

Doctor Isn't sure* 

All's well with the family - Love, 

Alice 



Charles Kikuchi 
Chioago 

LETTER 

Ootober 30, 1942 

Dear Mariko, 

This letter might be a very unexpected one after so many mo nths, but 
ever since the war broke out I was always thinking about you and your family* 
I also wanted to write to you, but there seemed to be an abstaol e which made it very 
hard* I really don't know exaotly what it is and how it ca me between us* All I 

know of is that all of a sudden we stopped writing to eac h other* It's a shame 
for us grown ups to aot that way and I think it is high time w e push that certain 
object aside and join hands again* Or is it too late for me to aot this way* At 
any rate, I am going to do the talking so you might as well just sit and read* 

How are you, Mariko? And how is Alice, your parents, si sters,and brothers? 
Aooording to the reply I reoeived from the Tanforan As sembly Camp, after inquiring 
about your present address, I find that you are all together* I'd give a million 
dollars just to see you and your family, but such ideas a re unwise at the moment* I'll 
appreciate it very much if you could write to me as soon as you receive this letter* 

Since my release from the confinement, I have been living h ere in Washing-
ton D* C* Many things happened during this past 11 months and those memories shall 
never leave my mind* As I have expected, life wasn't so eas y after my release* Al-
though I am living in a wartime boom town, the Nation's Capi tol, it is impossible 
for me to get a job in the Government until next Spring* Many times I have decided 
to join the Army, but my physical condition was not fit f or active duty (remember 
the left leg you saved from being amputated?)* I spent s ome times in New York also 
but the reaction to me was the same as in Washington D* C* Ther e were many odd jobs 
but nothing in the line I wished* Back to Washington D*  C., I entered the George 
Washington University where I will probably spend the du ration of the War* That is, 
unless I am called for some government services* 

It's a funny life, Mariko, and yet you've got to keep on m oving or else 
you are sunk* I find my university life quite interesting and I can also say that 
I am enjoying it* Next spring I will get a government job, but until then the 
investigation on my oase is still on* 

I really can't believe myself writing you this letter, Mari ko, and I hope 
that you will get over that non-writing term and tell me a ll about yourself* I't's 
almost a year since we sort of got things tangled up, but I  still don't know what o 
oaused it* Although I didn't write to you I always had you i n my heart* Whenever I 
heard the song, "You are always in my heart," I silently d edicated it to you* Of 
oourse, "Sweet Lelani," and "Mexioali Rose" are songs th at shall never be forgotten 
with the good old days in Frisoo* 

My life is really a crazy one and if I should ever have  a biography written 
it is going to be awfully complicated  I  I never seemed to actually get in my possession 
what I am really after* Something always happens at the wro ng time and I'd have to 
start all over again* I never though t that I'd be a student  again, but here I cam 
carrying books again* And this time I'm determined to see it through* 

Well, Mariko, I hope you and the family are doing all righ t there* Give 
my regards to your father, mother, Charles, Jack, Alice, Emiko, Betty, Takeshi and 
Miyako, And take good oare of yourselves* 

Your forgotten friend. 

Paul 



74-1-B 
Rivers, Arizona 
Nov. 3, 1942 

Dear Marlkos 

There hasn't been any new developments as far as Pop's condit ion 

is concerned, but I don't think it will be very long before he wi ll be 

transferred here to the hospital, since it has now opened* 

I see Jack arrived there safely enough* - and that Cede Fujim oto 

got a chance to meet you. Toshi was going to give her your addre ss, but 

forgot* Toshi said that Ceole's sister-in-law received a l etter, which 

is the reason I knew Jack had invited her to meet you* 

Ha8 Angelo left Ghloago as yet? I wish he had written defin itely 

when he would arrive, as he won't be able to come into cam p without a 

military pass which he can get by writing and stating the d efinite time 

he will be here - or else I could get it by saying when he wil l arrive. 

As it is, my hands are tied - I can't get him a permit, and ca n't tell 

him about it since he told Emi not to write him in Chicago any more. 

He'll find out soon enough if he comes here, but I could have s aved him 

a trip - a long and dusty one* 

Charlie's friend Bob Spencer came back to camp today and w as over 

to visit* He's doing the same type of work as Charlie and is g oing to 

live quite olose to us, so I guess we'll be seeing a lot of hi m* 

Well, I'm finally out of bed, as is Mlyako* We were a little wor ried 

about her since she developed a red rash all over her body, arms and legs. 

It's at the scaly-peeling off stage now, and she's up, but h asn't gone 

baok to school as yet* 

Bette stayed home today - feeling a little ill - guess a cold is 

ooming on, and Charlie seems a bit weary too - probably due to t he same 

reason* 

Mom keeps marveling that here we are in Arizona - and it's c old -



- I I 

almost frosty In the mornings. The clanging of the breakfas t gong sends 

us shivering out of bed, and then by afternoon it's quite war m. Evenings 

are pretty nice. 

Saohl was over again yesterday afternoon, and I feel a little guilty 

beoause I haven't gone to her plaoe onoe - it's so farI Tou s ee, each 

blook has around 14 buildings, and she's in blook 58 or so mething, while 

we're in 74 - at the other end of camp. She lives near the dr y goods 

canteen and shoe store (Frank Yoshimura is head of that de pt.) and so I 

see her only when I go there, and that isn't very often. 

Toshl's mother is the same as ever, and sends her best to you . 

Did you meet Albert's sister-in-law Ruth? Well, she lives ne ar Toshl, 

and I've gotten acquainted with her as well as some other o f Toshl's 

friends. Jack knew same from L.A.C.C. which helps too. 

Since I got out of bed, I had a chest ache, a dry cough, ey e strain, 

and now a peculiar bump on my forehead where my bump is (my G. O. bridge 

aocident bump). It's a very pronounced bump and I haven't  the slightest 

idea as to where it came from. 

Toshl's baby will be born some time in February, and she is i n the 

midst of knitting baby things and making flannels, nighties , etc. 

I'm not working as yet, as I want to see what develops first . 

You know Marlko, I'm a little peeved at Angelo. After all, it isn't 

as though I sent him to Chicago, and then didn't show up o n purpose. He ha 

plans to deliver the car which coincided with my plans to try and x Join 

you. And then when Mom got ill at Tanforan, Jack and Charl ie can say 

what they want, but I was really needed - and on top of it, my l etter 

didn't come from the Chicago Chief of Police (I wrote him 4 very strong 

letters) so I thought I would come along to Arizona and by my a dded 

presence, get more space for the family. Then I couldn't hel p the fact 



that Pop had a stroke - and all in all, I'm pretty mad that ev eryone 

jumps on me. I should think that Angelo would understand al l that -

he's just being selfish and full of self-pity. Could I help i t if he 

couldn't get a job or didn't like Chicago? Don't mind me - it' s just 

that Charlie and Jaok rub it in all the time that I shouldn't p rocrastin-

ate so much, and if I lose him, it's my own fault. Course the re is two 

sides of the thing, but I'm tired of getting all the blame. I k now what 

I'm doing and if Angelo thinks his being treated shabbily - that 1 s  his 

own affair - and why tell you or Jaok about it. Jack wrote me a very 

strong letter saying how selfish I was and that the family o ould do 

without me - I only imagine they need me - and that I woul d thank him in 

years to come for speaking his piece so frankly. I appreciate everyone's 

Interest in me, but no one gives me any oredlt for anything a t all. 

Well, now that I've let off steam I guess I'll close and let y ou 

draw a deep breath or sigh of relief. 

Write soon - you already owe me a letter - and I'm sendi ng this 

^ / b y ordinary mail, because after all (none of us have mone y to b u m , and 

)if you knew the conditions that really exist, you wouldn't l et Angelo 

^call me "that Jewish sister". But I love him Just the same - I 'm not 

muoh of a prize myself so why should I complain. It's just t hat here I 

was slok in bed - so worried about POP - and what happens - I get scolded 

from all sides. 

I hope you are getting along fine. If you are really going in for 

modeling a la orientale, as soon as Mom fixes me up with an obi , I may 

have a Japanese dress for you to borrow. But don't count o n it, because 

I value it very highly. 

Bob's Just walked in again, so will close - take care of your self. 

All's well here, and has Jack gone? He's supposed to send bac k his 

release to S.F. before a oertain date in oase he's forgott en. 

Love, Alice. 



POST CARD 

Dear Mariko: 

Maybe I'm wrong, but didn't I send you a postal money order 

that you were to cash and send back to me, or sign It so that  X could? 

I just happened to think about it this morning, and wondered why you 

didn't say anything about it. You did get it, didn't you? 

Everything fine here with the family, and all send their love . 

Bette has a slight oold, and so does Charlie, but a day i n bed will 

help them, I think. Nothing new about Pop. I think a trans fer will 

go into effect pretty soon. Anyway, he's supposed to be well e nough to 

travel. 

Will you write me about the above right away, so that I can rel ieve 

my mind about it? 

Love, Alice 



November 8, 1942 

Dearest Jackson -

dldn'1 have a thing to do. and I was writing to some other 

people f  so I thought I f d drop you a few lines. There  I  Are you 

satlsfledf Guess who's writing • . . bet you can't. 

Well, we were quite worried when you decided to stay in 

Chicago for a few days. Alice said you might get caught sin ce you 

had to send in those papers to S.F. from N,J. So Chic, is a dirt y 

place huh? Sounds like you were staying in a lousy part of town. 

Is Marlko like Ang said she was? Always bustling around? I can 

imagine. 

You know what? Montgomery Wards sent me another check for 

#10.271 You didn't by any chance send them 2 did you? If not, we've 

gained #10.27. We sent the old one to Sears Roebucks, and Ch as. \t 

got the other one. (In my name too . . . how come?) But wait, he 

didn't got to keep it because Chas, had to buy me a bathrobe. Reason 

We were filling the olgarrette lighter one day, and Chas. flicked it 

and the whole desk caught on fire. Then Mom tips the bottl e over and 

it spilled it on her, and her dress caught on fire. What a me11 of a 

hess. Chas. grabbed my bathrobe and since it was wool, it bu rned. 

By that time the desk, mom's dress, and part of the floor  was burning 

Then Chas. grabbed the blanket and finally put it out. The fl oor was 

just scorched, mom's dress dldn  * t  burn, but just the fluid on her 

dress burned,a 11 and the front of the desk burned a little. A fter 

all that confusion, etc, Chas flicks the lighter on again, an d says, 

"It works'." Then right away he sand-papers his desk and pa ints it. 

If it were the table, chair or something else besides his des k, he 

would have said I'll do it Sat. 



Bob s pencer came back last week, and he 1 a  lost weight. Yester-

day he came over and was he sad! He's going to be drafted! Ch as 

said to cheer him up, so Bette pops up with Congratulations."  He 

sure was down in the dumps though. He got us a lot of big car dboard 

boxes, so Chas. is now making our closet door* Pretty good too ! 

Mom was worried for atolle though. She thought he couldn't m ake it. 

What do you mean, Bette is the only one who would think of 

writing to pop. She's written the least letters since she's so 

engrossed in her 'Fellowship* work. I have to remind the kids all 

the time, and they think it's a tough Job to write. Gads, I sh ould 

think they'd be glad to do so. I write to him every other d ay, so 

don't call me lazy. It is a little strenuous for my back tho ugh, Ha 

Hal 

Well, guess I'd better close for now, so take care of yo urself, 

and write and tell us what you're doing, huh? 

Bye now, 

Love, 

"ichioka" 

We had a movie last night, "How Green was by Valley," Darn g ood! 

Next week (Wed.) we're going to have "in the Navy." Then on Sa t. 

we're supposed to have another one. Everyone sends their mo st 

undiluted love. 



November 13, 1942 
Friday the 13th! 

Dearest Marlkos 

Gee, I'm awfully sorry that I delayed in answering your lett er, 

but I've really been busy, and I don't mean maybe! Everyo ne In this 

house had Valley fever, one after the other, and 2 at a time t oo! 

Luckily, I had it when I first got here, so I was the only one wel l 

enough to take care of everybody, do the housework, clean ho use, etc. 

Gr6B, it was really a load off my shoulders when everyone got well. 

First Alloe went down with it. 2 days later, Miyako got It (hers 

was the worst. Next Bette, then Tom and Chas. Mom didn't feel so 

well either, so she rested in bed for a week or so. Now everyo ne is 

up as well as ever, and What a relief* Valley fever is a fever t hat 

« M brought up here from Turlock. Most of the people from ther e didn't 

get it because they already had it in the assembly etc. It' s caused 

mostly by the heat, water, and change of climate. You get a fev er, 

diarrhea,red sores all over, and peeling hands. That's th e general 

symptoms of this fever In case you wanted to know. 

We haven't heard from either Mr. Harden or the hospital for a 

few days, so we sent a letter to the hospital to ask about pop . 

However, I write to pop every other day, and the kids write o nce in 

a while too. In the last letter I sent him our pictures that we  took 

in Vallejo - the whole family. I Just thought maybe he'd like t o have 

it with him. I sure do miss him though. This makes it about 10 weeks 

that we haven't seen him. Don't you think Mr. Harden is sw ell for 

writing us now and then about pop's condition? 

Yesterday Charlie went to Poston with Bob Spencer. It's s ome-

thing for the U.C. study, so he got the chance to go. He'll stay 
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there for 4 days, and then oome back here. Dr. Thomas will come 

back with Chas. and Bob, and she hopes to bring Mitch and A nn Kunitani 

down from Poston to Gila. I hope they can come . . they're so nic e I 

Miyako is certainly growing, and you ought to see Tom. Why he 's 

taller than Bette now, and is now a freshman in High School. Darling, 

I am growing old. As for mom, she's alright now, and she's l ost 

weight too. Looks nice! 

We see quite a bit of Toshl and Sachi nowad ays. Toshl is alo t 

of fun. I think Albert is nice too, but he's a little bit moo dy. 

Does Ang really pester you that much? Well, I guess it's be cause 

he's kinda tired of waiting for Alice. She hasn't made any eff ort to 

get a release from this camp and you should have heard Ja ckie and Chas. 

telling her to go out. Practically told her that she wasn't wa nted 

around here. But she still didn't try to go out. Now Char lie is 

afraid that she'll stall some more because she's got a goo d job work-

ing for Bob at home for 50^ an hour. Oh well, I guess she knows 

what she's doing, but on the other hand, I think it's Ang 's fault in 

a way too. He shouldn't write to me and tell me all about, an d don't 

you think he shouldn't take it out on al too much, becaus e she's 

worried about pop? 

I hear from the kids in Utah pretty often, and it's good to 

hear from them. They tell me all about the camp there, an d in return 

I tell them about our camp. They say that it gets as cold as 8° there 

pretty cold huh? They're having snow now, and here we are hav ing 

typical California weather. I hate to think of next summer t hough. 

Will  it be hot  t 

I'm g* going to the dentist every week to have my teeth fixed , 



and I'll bet It would have cost me a fortune if I had them wor ked on 

on the outside* My dentist is a young fellow, and I have more fun 

with him* He's only supposed to fix teeth that hurt, but he's fixing 

all of mine. He isn't good looking, and he's short, but h e's a good 

Joe, 

They have a nursery right aoross our barrack, and what a l ot of 

noise* Kids crying, etc. and to make matters worse, they all y ell at 

the dog, and when she starts running after them, they start  crying* 

The mess hall is what got me though. When everyone was sick, t hey 

practically asked us for proof that we had 4 sick at home. No 

kidding though, they make more fuss. Then they said that eve ryone 

who had a dog should be careful of where they do their o-oho-z u at'. 

What a nerce. We're the only one with a dog around here'. 

Well, I'm going to the P.O. now, so I may as well mail this 

letter while I'm at it. Take care of yourself, and say hell o to 

G. Yoshlsoto. What's his address? Everyone sends their love and 

kisses. I'm making my Xmas presents this year. Saves money . 

Love, 

Emlko 



Charles Kikuchi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

November 8, 1042 

Dear Jackie, 

Ho humt Since I have nothing else important in the world to do, I thought 
I'd drop a line or two (Yawn i). 

I just got out of the sickbed, well not exactly just now, but a  couple of 
days ago and do I feel funny. I was strioken last Tuesday and stayed out of sohool 
for 4 days. Ah  I  I guess I had a touch of Valley Fever. I had the same symptoms as 
Miki and Alice but I wasn't that ill. I didn't have to go t o school anyway. 

Mow it it you were able to stay in Chicago so long? Did you ha ve a pleasant 
trip? How long did it take? How did it feel to be leaving camp ? Those are a few 
questions you might answer after you get settled. 

Gosh, by the description you gave of Chicago, it sounds very dreary. What 
kind of people live there anyway? You know about the eleotion s, what's to stop the 
watchers from stuffing the ballots? 

About Ange, Alice hasn't written because he told Emi he was co ming to 
Arizona and to expect him by Tues. I guess he's Just nuts. I do n't know what's going 
on but I bet they don't get married. Alice doesn't seem to lo ve Ang enough to go out 
of camp. Heck, he can't wait forever. 

We all drop pop a line often. That is, about every 2 days. Ho 'll be able 
to come here soon because the hospital here is opened. I wish t hey could make arrange-
ments right away so he can be with us. I'm glad we're so near th e hospital because 
as soon as they transfer him, we'll be able to visit him r ight away. We haven't told 
pop about your leaving yet cause he might get worried s ince he depends on you a lot. 
You know what I mean? 

God, those mess hall workers are driving me bats 11 You knew w hat they did? 
Well, evidently they saw Tom taking sugar one morning so t hey complained to the chief 
oook and the ohief cook told the house manager. The block h ead seems to be a nice 
chap and he likes us so he told us in a polite way that the kit chen people were com-
plaining. They are the worst bunoh of hypocrits. I've e ver seen. They act so nice to 
us to our faces but once we turn around — . Another thing th ey complained about was 
our taking food home from our mess. When Chas, Tom, and I we re sick, they brought 
our meals to us and those damn Japs thought mom was bringing i t home to eat between 
meals. They aot as if they alone pay for the food, the pigs 11 

We had a movoie last night and they showed "How Green Was My V alley." I 
had seen it before but I enjoyed it very much. All of us went except Chas, who, being 
on the "Board of Governors" for the JACL, had to attend a meet ing. What a laugh, hey? 

Delores wrote to me and she says she has gained about 6 lbs.  and is still 
putting on. Gosh, she weights more than I do now, and I've pain ed at least 6 pounds 
sinoe entering Tanforan. Why, the next time you see me you w on't recognize me, I'll 
be so fat. 

Gee, I wish I were in your shoes. I mean going to school an d being out in 
the east. This camp may be large but I really have a cooped up feeling, no lie. 

How do the fellows treat you? Oh well, you always could get a long with 
people so you don't have any trouble making friends. Any ot her Japs where you're 
going? I hope not. 



Charles  Klkuohi 
Chi oago 

LETTER 

November 8, 1942 

Well, polka dots, don't stay away too long cause  we  all do miss you. 
Don't think  I'm  making it up oause I'm not. Those girls who saw you of f have asked 
me several times if I had heard from you. What did you do to them? 

I almost forgot to tell you, Mike and Alice had Valley Fe ver. Gee, Mike 
really had it bad. The rash on her body was so terrific, we thought it was German 
measles. She's still peeling but up and around. 

Try to write soon and give me the latest, dope. 

Love from everyone. Be good, wolf It 

Love, 

Bette 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

September  20, 1942 

Dearest Mariko, 

Gee, it's been ages alnoe I've written, hasn't it? I'm rea lly, truly 
sorry, but golly — school keeps me so busy* I've been goi ng for 5 weeks now and it 
seems so long. Most of the teachers are Caucasian, but sor t of hickish. They're 
local teachers who used to ride a mule to the little re d schoolhouse 5 miles away. 
I'm taking Spanish, English, Chemistry, History, Short hand, Gym, and singing. The 
days are really long out we go 6 hours straight with 1 hour 20 min* in between for 
lunoh* I walk about £ mile home for lunoh every noon and go b ack* That makes 4 trips 
altogether each day so I get enough exeroise* I have 2 Nisei  teachers, Mrs* Fujita 
and Florenoe Hasegawa. Know any of them? 

Gee, I miss Pop so muoh* It's been more than 2^ mo. since I'v e seen him, 
and gosh, the house is so empty without him* We all write  about 3 times a week but 
that doesn't fulfill our longing to have him here* I used to cry myself to sleep the 
first week when we didn't know his oondition and I Imagi ned all sorts of things• I 
oould just see him lying so small in a bed with white walls a ll around him* He must 
be so lonely* 

We've heard from Jaok and I got a letter from him (once) whi le he was in 
Chicago* He described the plaoe as being dirty, noisy, sm oky, etc. I also heard from 
him while he was on a field trip in N* Y. Isn't he lucky? 

It seems to me there are too many Nisei going to Chicago* Pretty soon 
they'll be making a Little Tokyo or sump'n* 

I've met quite a number of kids here formerly of Pasadena a nd were in 
Tulare* I'm sort of disappointed at them cause they're really conservative* Gee, 
sometimes when I'm listening to them I go nuts* They say t hey'd rather live in 
Japan cause they'd have more opportunities and such* Ye G ods — What am I going 
to do with them? 

BRRll The weather is getting so cold here now we just abo ut freeze. I 
hate to get up for breakfast oause I just about break int o a million pieces* And I 
feel like melting butter in the afternoon and then star t freesing again after supper. 
What orasy weather Arisona has* 

Charlie went up to Poston Tues* with Bob Spenoer to me et Dr. Thomas. He 
oame back last night and Dr* Thomas was over. You know wh o she is, huh? She's the 
head of the Evacuation Study and nice, too* 

We've been having movies regularly and so far we've seen. H ow Green Was M* 
Valley, First Love, Sing You Sinners, In the Navy, Tundra, a nd Room Servioe, and 
(G ) Great American Broadcast, The pies are old but I enjoy the m. They hold the 
shows in a large, empty lot and we bring our own seats* The s ound isn't too good 
and the screen is too small but it's better than nothi ng* 

I can't think of anything else to write about so I'll close fo r now and 

write again when I can* 

Love, 

Bette 



LETTER 

November 25, 1942 

Dear Jaokie —  n Polkadota tf  — 

31noe there is nothing else to do, I thought I'd answer 
your letter! (Just as good a beginning as any, I say») 

First of all, your books have been sent and they're 
on their  way,  if you haven't received them already» I couldn't 
find the other one, so if you need it  badly,  please send full 
description prontot 

Yea, we received the chairs already, and they're really 
sharp looking» Marroon seats against the black* M» Wards asked 
a» to send all the letters baok so they could send us the cha irs 
that are wanted, but I thought they wanted to cheok up on th at 
2 * cheok  business,  so I wrote and told them that they needn't 
bother because we already got the chairs from Sears'» I' m ordering 
from the Denver M» Wards' now, so — we're #10 richer. 

Listen  beeb,  I take full charge of the housework  now,  and 
I put my whole heart and sole into napping and stuff (?) s o don't 
say I'm  lasy,  and haven't enough initiative» Why  man,  I'm turning 
over a new leaf« I'm the only one who hasn't missed a singl e morning 
for breakfast» Chaa is the lasy one there* 

As for the hospital  business,  I wrote and asked the 
Doetor for a full report en  pep,  and they said that he's wall 
enough to eons down here* The hospital is opened  here,  so ohaa 
and Aliee la working on Aliee going down to get him» I still wr ite 
to him every other dayl So then! 

The funniest thing happened the other  nig$xt,  but don't 
you dare write baok and tell Chaa that I told you about it» T hen 
he will have a fit* Anyhoo, the other night C* was sort of si ek, 
so Bette felt his head, and said he had a little nat-su (feve r)» 
Jokingly I said, "why  Bette,  how can you say suoh a thing about 
Chaa?"  so in  fun, lAiyako,  Tom, Alioe and mom joined in* He got 
curious and asked  what  "net-su" was, but we said "ask Oho Sakaguohi, 
he said that about him* (Chas doesn't particularly care for  Obo) 
Then Chas got mad and said all these damn Japs » words - ete". 
Gads, he was really sere* (We didn't think he'd get mad cau se he 
usually doesn't at suoh a small matter, so we told him that i t waa 
"fever", and he didn't qui to believe  us,  so mom got mad and said 
he oouldn't take a J oka» Dien he turns to Bette and said that she 
waa speaking too much Japanese sinoe she got  here,  and she'd better 
watch her step* He went into the front  room,  got into bed and swore 
his head off I — all the time, muttering Japs - dirty Japs - eto » 
Aliee and Z left for a  meeting,  and Bette mnt to apologise to 
Chas, but she told him that it was meant as a joke and that he w as 
acting like a  child,  (imagine Bette talking to Chas like a mother I) 
Then he put on the Suffering Heroo act and said It was on aooo unt 
of his being an orphan as a child and so forth. Before Bett e went 
in, he threw all his books, eto on the floor and when Heyako 
innocently walked in to get her sewing» he said "Damn you - hurry up 



and go to  bea."  Poor Meyako didn't know what  was  vdrnt« Tihen  we 
oajM  home  frani Fellowship, after listening to Bob Spencer speak 
before the group, he was baek to normal — so — now, don't 
bring  up  that word, "He tsu n anymore» 

Fheu, glie  ss  X've rambled on enough, so "Biotti ed be the 
nano of the  Lord«  Amen, and don't drool, fool» 

Love  fron  ali — tate care of yourself, and Santa will 
be good to you* Have a nloo Thanksgiving and pleasant dream s 
••••a bit of a twaet twust — and Byol (Quote Ben Burnì*)» 

Love, 

Bai 

P«S» He* re having a Dai-kon Festival on Thanksgiving day * I 
imagino! Foooy* Daikon queen too* I bet everyone will look at 
her legs« 

P.S.S. Flashl Chaa net his dream girl at a ohuroh Soolal last 
night« Ahh lovet Inoidently, she was a half-wit and she hasn 't 
taken a bath in ages« Pe-ut You oan smeli her a mi lo away* Al i 
tino boys «oro trying to enroid her durlng folk-dancing, bu t she was 
having a good timo« Her nano  is  Tashido ••• toc bad you aron f t 
here to wolf her away fron Chuck. (Z fOel aorry for her tho l)» 

S O M 



LETTER 

November 24, 1942. 

6-12-B Jerome Relocation 
Center 

Denson, Arkansas. 
November 24, 1942, 

Dear Mariko, 

Just a line to let you know that Asami Kawaohi, former Pac emaker*s Women*s 
editor, and I were married in Pasadena on October 7. The foll owing day we boarded 
the train and were relocated to Jerome WRA, Denaon, Ark« 

You may have heard of Asami. She had her prize-winnin g essay in the summer 
1942 issue of Common Ground, — "Stranger's Rice." 

If jobs are available outside, we have been thinking of leaving this center 
for any Midwestern or Eastern city. Kenny Ifurase wrote to us from Philadelphia and 
said that right now there are some 40 jobs open for evao uees. 

We would appreciate very much, Mariko, if you would le t us know what souroes 
we might contact for outside jobs — such as the Quakers, c hurches, YWCA, YMCA, etc. 
in Chioago. 

Bob Tsuda and wife who are in Topas, Utah, are also pla nning to leave. They 
want to be in Chioago, and if possible, we»d like to jo in them there, if jobs are 
available in that oity. 

I heard from Saye and Wee and they said that they would be visiting us here 
in Jerome in another week or so. 

Please write, Mariko, and I shall write to you all abou t this oenter. 

Yesterday some 107 evaouees arrived from the Hawaiian I slands. There are 30 
families, 10 of whom are to be expatriated to Japan. The remaining families are all 
oomposed of American citizens. They came by Navy tran sport. The leader of the group 
Dr. Miyamoto said "that there are still thousands more to be evaouated from the Islands. 

Sinoerely, 

Charles Kikuohi 
Chioago 

Joe Oyama. 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

September 16, 1942 

Si65  P.M.  Arizona time 

Dearest Mariko, 

Gosh, I'm sorry I didn't -write sooner to wish you a hap py birthday and 

stuff but I Just got down to writing. 

It's really hot here and I don't like it. But give me time and (many) 
maybe I'll get used to it. I doubt it tho'. I don't see how p eople oan exist in 
Arisona. 

We'll probably be leaving this apt. soon and then we oa n get settled. We 
oan't do a thing until then. Well, how're you doing in Ch icago Wish I 
was in your shoes but I've got a long ways to go yet. I got a lot of mail today and 
I'm answering as soon as I can as they won't stack up on me. 

The food isn't too good, but the apt. are pretty good. I t really helps 
keep the heat out during the day. The sanitation is okay, I gue ss. We have no not 
water yet but the water's soft so it isn't so bad. I ta ke 3 showers daily to keep 
dainty (t). They're oold showers and they feel wonderful . 

Charlie is working now as a sooial worker. He had 3 oth er jobs offered 

him but he ohose sooial work. It's more in his line. 

Tom does quite a bit of work around here. He gets the ice  water from the 

mess halls, empties the garbage and things like that. 

We've been collecting quite a bit of lumber so we oan build closets and 
tables when we get settled. Gee, I wonder how long we're going to stay in a camp. 
I perspire so much it comes right through. You ought to se e. And I beliere I ve lost 
a few pounds, too. That's 6kay by me. 

We're all okay and hope you're the same. Gosh, I sure do miss the kids 
in Vallejo and at Tanfo. Now I have twioe as many letters to wr ite. I don't mind tho' 
I got 7 letters, oh, I told you that already, huh? 

Gee, I've sort of run out of words. Imaginei I sure do miss the rest 

of the family. Wish they'd hurry and come. 

Yirite when you can and I'll do the same. Be good. 

Love, 

Bette 



Charles Klkuohi 
Chicago 

IMTTBR HOT« 27, lb̂  

74-7~a and b 
Rivore, Aritona 
HOT« 27, 1042 

Bear Jaokiei 

fflhat'a doìng? Tlhat did you bare fior IhaaksgiTingt We got ham,  it wae the 
first time m ©ver had sueh good food in the neeshall, 

v/o'ro scine to bava eterea rl$it «foere we were golng to h v e the door far 
the oloaet so Charloy mada a slidi ng door far it. 

Alleo la stili here and she ian f t married  yet,  I hope that it ien f  t long 
beoauao Z mnt to te an un ole, 

nov« 8 drools oollege brothart SisterBette la taklng ©are of a eauoaalan 
wotnan's baby. I know X apalled this word, but no om wlll tel i me how ao ita the 
beat Z oan  de,  (Zt*a auppoaed to be haknjln)« 

Did you aee a pletore for me yet, 

Z rade a garden and Bob helped me, 

Charley was JACL Seeretary but nov that he doean't go to the meeting X f m 
not aure« 

Itoli,  that» s  ali the news exoept thare'a a show toni$it ao I f m stopping, 
i 

Tour faitfclfcl atooge, 

Tom 



November 30, 1942 

Dear Jack: 

Tom has written you a letter which he wants me to send you, an d 

so I'll add a few of my own words. Everyone is fine and out of b ed for 

a change. Pop is still in San Luis Obispo, but we expect to a pply for 

a transfer within a very few days. 

How is school? And what do you think of New Jersey? Is It awfu lly 

oold? We are still having the nice Arizona sun, although i t gets awfully 

cold in the mornings. The Klkuohl's status in camp has been recently 

enhanced by a new crisis that arose the other night. Sunday, after 

returning from Fellowship, and Susumago's ineffective an d nasal speech, 

we invited Bob in for a oup of tea. He stayed a short while , and then 

left to go home. Mlyako and Tom were already in bed, as was mom , who 

had a little laughing spell with them. The house wasn't very noisy 

though, and we were being reasonable quiet, when—all of a sudden—BANG, 

BANG, BANG, on the next door wall, and I could hear our fr iend the house 

manager, getting up to find his getahs, and then coming o ver to our door 

to knook loudly. I went to the door slnoe Mom was in bed an d as a conse-

quence, had to listen to his angry spiel. He combined in a tr embling 

voice that he had stood enough of our noise, that he had been v ery 

oonsiderate, of our feelings, by making as little noise as possible, and 

why couldn't we do the same, and a lot of other things about how noisy 

our walking about the room was. All I could do was to stand th ere and 

apologize and be as nloe as possible about it, beoause the re was no 

sense in antagonizing him, while Charlie very excitedly asked EJmi what 

he was saying. Boy, he was really mad, and when he was throug h, he s aid, 

"And we have been considering moving away from here" "From he re, 11 I 

asked "Well, maybe," he said, and mumbled something abou t considering It 

for a few days. Well, Mom w*s no help at all, because she ju st lay there 
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in bed and laughed, while I, with my inadequate Japanese, had to face 

the angry Bio ok Manager« Tom was going to say to him the ne xt morn-

ing "flood Morning, Mr. Wada, and how did you sleep last ni ght," but 

under the condition, he felt It unsafe« Mrs. Wada and th e children 

are very embarrassed because their father made such an unnec essary 

scene, and have been rather apologetic and nice in their man ner, 

but we just ignore the whole incident, and Charlie says that  whenever 

he meets the Block Manager in the shower room, he just look s at him 

and the BM lowers his eyes, and shuffles out« On the whole thou gh, 

nothing is said about the whole incident, and I have cautione d the 

kids to be very quiet and to go  to.  bed earlier. We are going to use 

the other door for awhile« 

Angelo writes that lately he has been very bored with night 

olub life, that Mariko seems to thrive on, and so he very oft en 

backs out of it, and says he doesn't miss muoh; Just the pay ing of 

the oheck« I'm going to apply for a permit to leave, have al ready 

applied for a secretarial job in one of the Chicago settlem ent 

houses, but don't think I'm well qualified enough. 

We have been having our last few shows at the bottom of the 

Water Tower on the hill, which will be made into an outd oor theatre 

pretty soon. We all sit on the ground and it's better than the 

last system, because you can see the show pretty well if you s hould 

happen to be way in the back, because everyones on a slant. The last 

picture was the Marx Brothers in Room Service, which was pre tty corny. 

Well, guess that's about all the news I'll have time for, sin ce 

it's almost dinner time. Bob still reads funny books in his spare 

time, and I'm still doing a little secretarial work for him a t the 

rate of 60 cents an hour, whioh will help me once I get on th e out-

side. Whloh, I hope to be soon, in spite of your stinking old 



3 -

letter* Incidentally, you and Mariko sure are a lot of help i n your 

advice to the Lovelorn. In fact, so much help, that I'd ra ther not 

have it at all, because you make a situation out of nothing, a nd get 

Angelo all worried. Naturally, being so far away, he's susce ptible 

to all kinds of suggestion, and I think it was pretty low of yo u to 

make him get discouraged. I'm forgetting the incident bec ause I can 

see that you never did appreciate my situation, but come wha t may, 

I still know what I am doing, and no matter what you, or Marik o, or 

Charlie, may say or think, this time I refuse to be influ enced in 

one way or another* There have been too much ganglng-up  in the past, 

and it just causes a lot of confusion that is entirely unnec essary, 

so from now on, I think I am perfeotly capable of steering my o wn 

course, without any direction from any of you, unless asked * 

Gong1s ringing for dinner, so let us hear how you are getting 

along, and Charlie says it's just like you to capitalize on th e 

evacuation, especially when you hardly saw anything of th is camp. 

Love, Alice 



LBTTER 

Deoeraber 8 # 1948 

Dearest Tlarlkoi 

Just dnhlwg off a few 11nos to tell you that w© 
reooived a letter frai The Brew University 8« Body Preslde nt and 
he  saya  that the boya aro going to giv© a surprise  party  for all 
the fellowa that oaa f t go hone for  Xmas,  so would we plaaaa send 
presenta for Jaokla toi 

Artbur Hhlte 
JLaalatant to the Presldent 
Drew University 
U U Ü N O | 11» J« 

bafera tha 88nd of Dooauiber« (Party la on the 22ad) and nark an 
the outelde ef the paoloage» "for John Kekuohi. n Don 9t you think 
thata awall of tha«? Chas la coiné to giva hl» a palr of pajama s, 
Alloe a ahlrt and tha kida and  mam nUl give hin eonathing too« Z 
iearned to knlt ao Iha kaittlng him a palr of aplral sooks* ( no 
heela)« fiay're oondag alone pretty geod too* I wrote to Da loras a nd 
told har about lt # ae she 9U probably send lt early» (Gift I mean). 

Oee» you ought to aee ua all worklng liba mad on Tinas 
presenta* Wo'ro Mldng noat of thaai thla year and lt 9e a lot of 
work, buct funl Bette 9a the only  om who lan't makinc anything* 
Even ikyÚD beato har by dalas nbi nlaa bits of TfQfK« 

Ha9 ra «aking a lawn la froot of our plaoa and Z think lt 
«111 be «noli for ataaaar tina don*t you? 

Ha had oouraa •anagar troublo again» ene nicfct na mrv 
C4gC,4 "g end all of a auddaa the Jlrk peunds on the mil and 
oonaa stonplBg ovor aad dld ha tell ua off»  Tfoaa  get ohlokan and 
atayed la bed # ao AUeo had to do tha talklng* waa lt a »orean 9« 
lila ataadlng la hla pajanas outalda ahlvorlng* aad Alloe op eas 
the door aad saya "helio" la a neok volea aad for about 6 minu tes 
sha talked to hla la brotan Jap longu&g®. ¿fter all # Why ahould we 
ge to bad at 8  ?•!£•  juat baoouaa thay do* to gat up la the moralag 
for  broakfast,  ao itiy ehouH thay klolu thay all nato na alele» 
Ihay aald no*ra too aaaay booauee wo nevar talbed Japaxwe©  and 
thoy vro tryiaag to £jat Chao fired booanaa he eem 9t apeak Japonesa« 
Xan9t that tha linit? Another thlng# a bunoh of Zaeoi 9a and Klobol 9a 
put a Jap-flan up on the hlll (white eloth nith red palnt ap laahod 
on tha  adtfdla)  on Doo. 7. ao a  ton aohool hoya irrmt up aad tore lt 
doacu Qoo what dopeo* vp In uansaaar ttiey had quite a riot and a 
fev peoplo klllod aad lnjured booauao thay nare going to eel otarate 
Poarl  Earbor Day* The  * a  o ana la aad took ovor« Even hora in 
Arlaona the M.P. 9s «are atatlonad Just out of ocap, ao lf anything 
atartad* thay «are gelag to oona rî ht la aad tafee ovor« Hha t a 
mell of a heea huh? Z 9n eneloalag a letter Z Rot fren a Cpl* Janea 
More« lie saya ha nat yon la Chlo* Dld yon tell hln t o rrlta to na? 
Qa §  lf ha*a  fi 94*  or ao # you ahould have glvea hlm Botte 9a nnaa« Too 
short for ia« 1 ¿ust ooulda 9t figuro out who Z  fenevr  in Florida* 
tcae lt fuany* 
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A boy  up in  Utah  sent  m a  box  of apples* sinos he 
was just  out of osnp in  Delta,  Utah ploklng thou Nioe of 
his wasn't it? 

Z write to pop every other  day,  and I'm a good girl 
and olean the house every single day« Do you think 8» douse 
will bring as a doll and deli buggy now? 

Bye for  now, and  write  soon  huh? Lovo from all to 
ywu* 

Love, 

fitti 

P«S« Z had a tooth yanked out 
the other day* Boyl did it hurt. 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chioago 

POSTAL CARD 12/9/42 

Dear Marikoi 

Center life being too mueh and the oall of the bugle irres istible and oh for 
many other reasons, I am now, since last Wed.* Private in the U.S. Army. Why, 
wherefore, and how  oome  1*11 write to you soon about it. Right now we're waiting 
for instructions about 1000 and 1 things that  we  must know in this man's Army. 

Take it easy. 

Yours, 

Sho 



Charles Kikuehi 
Chioago 

LETTER Deoember 18, 1942 

Dear Mariko, 

Gorsh, I haven't written for so long I'll bet I seem like a st ranger? 
Well, how are you now days in that little oool part of U.S.A .? Can you still go 
out? Are you carrying a stove around? Are you dressed like an Eskimo? Or have 
you really hibernated? As for myself I'm fine, I think. 

Of my furlough, yes, I say my Aunt and all that. I rode the trai n so much, 
that I don't want to see another one till my next furlough« Fresh, huh* I'll tell 
you one thing though. All "ttisough my furlough I was offere d about seven drinks 
and oan you believe it I didn't take one. I know, you don't be lieve me, but it's 
the truth, so help me. Of course ray mouth watered and all th at, but I'm telling 
the truth. Gee, you know I seem to brag to everyone about this . I should of taken 
one and not have talked about the subject, I'm a funny gp.y, hu h? 

One think I was surprised to see was that at  my Aunt's plaoe she had some 
new reoords. One in particular, that I liked was  Dvorsrk' s  (I thinkl spelled that 
wrong. In fact I'm sure, I hope you know who I mean,) oello con certo. Gee, 
it was nice, I think it was in P minor. Of that *'m not sure. Concerning to ny 
furlough besides thisil enjoyed muoh of convalescence, On t he whole I must of had 
a lousy time beoause I came baok healthy. Some of the fellows must have had a swell 
time, beoause when they came baok they had to go to the hospit al. 

Well, Xmas is just around the ooraer. Gee, you'll have a Whi te Xmas, Just 
think a real White Anas, I probably have a windy Zmas, It alw ays blows around here. 
Well, anyways, I'm going to sing "Silent Night" and keep tha t old chin up. 

Gee, I feel blue now days, I don't know why, but I just do. H ave you ever 
felt that way? Well, I'll snap out of it pretty soon. By the way , guess what I'm 
reading? I'm reading "The Life of John Brown." The man that t ook the words "To 
Do Or Die" too serious. The book writes of him being a man of s trong willpower. 
In faot it's almost unbelievable, I believe that his cau ses were good but the results 
were bad, I would think it would be hard for any person to get along with anyone 
who has suoh a strong willpower as that. He would be so hard  to understand. If you 
got to be friends with the person he probably turn out to be your best friend, but 
otherwise a person to stay away from. Persons  a re so hard to understand. But I sure 
wouldn't like to live in a world where everyone oould read your mind. That would be 
taking away your last privaoy. On the whole the world was ma de pretty good, huh? 

Tou know, Mariko, when I'm not writing I really do have a lo t to talk about and 
when I actually do I seem lost, I must be a poor writer*. Some f ellows seem to have 
so muoh to say and I really don't. Gorsh, ain't that awful, (I t maybe bad English, 
but "Ain't" is in the dictionary,) 

Well, good night till I think of more to ssy. 

Tours, 



Charles Kilcuohì 
Chioago 

LETTER 

"PAUL M. OTAKE" 
December 24, 1942 

Dearest Marikoi 

I received your Christmas card this morning* Thanks for your good wishes 
and I hope .the same to you in all the years which are to come.  Yesterday, I also re-
ceived a card from Charles. I was very glad to learn from Ali ce that he is doing 
a splendid work at the Relocation Camp; working for the Uni versity of California is 
quite an honor. As to Jack it certainly was a surprise to hear that he has been in 
New Jersey all this time attending the Drew University.  The fact that he is a 
student on scholarship was a delightful news. 

Things sure changed during this past year of dark memoryj cha nged in such 
ways that I just feel like a total stranger. I am glad, howev er, that the changes 
are all on the good side. As for yourself Mariko, I am happy to know that you are 
getting along fine with your work at the Christian Advocate . How do you like Chicago? 
I hear that the weather there is very cold with the temperatur e often below zero* 

There isn't much to say about myself except that I am fine ins pite of 
the cold weather we 've been having recently. School is closed for a Christmas va ca-
tion, but I am kept busy tutoring Japanese to three medical s tudents who are leaving 
for the army early next Spring. Besides this I have accept ed some translation 
materials from the Library of Congress. A vacation turned ou t to be a well occupied 
one* 

Private Masao Yukawa, who is now stationed at Port Thomas, K entucky, wrote 
and told me all about his recent trip to the Relocation Camp i n Utah. That is where 
most of our former friends are staying. He said that he had a gr and time renewing 
hi8 friendship as well as meeting some good looking Nisei girls. He is the same old 
Mas and about the only one who keeps up his communication wit h me. "When I told him 
that you were in Chioago (before he left for his vaoation ) he wrote and asked me for 
your address so that he could stop over there and see you, bu t it wasn't until a day 
after he left that Alice forwarded me your full address. 1 gave him your address so 
don't be surprised if he does drop in some day — very unexpe ctedly. 

Well, Mariko, it certainly was nice to see your handwriting a gain, and I 
hope you will write a full letter to me soon. I'll write to your again as soon as I 
get rid of some of the work. So, at the meantime take good ca re of yourself. 

Always, 

Paul 
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LETTER 
Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago December 30, 1942 

5»20 P.M. 
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

In reply, please refer to 

Miss Bette Kikuohi 
74 I-A 

Rivers, Arizona 

Dear Jaokson, 

Well, I hope you enjoyed a very Merry Xmas? Wish you were h ere tho. We 
had a beautiful dust storm that day and oouldn't go out. Bu t the turkey was good 
and my presents were swell. Gee, it's been so long since I wrote a letter, I can't 
think of muoh to say so I'm referring to the letter you wrote to Emiko and me. 

Are you studying hard? Probably, huh? We're on vacation f or a week so 
I'm using the days to write letters. No kidding, I had abou t 20 to answer. 

You know what they've been doing? Every block is making mooh i for the 
resident, and it's fun watohing. I've never seen it done before so it's a novelty. 
You've done it in the country, haven't you? 

Gosh, Jack, you sure can write funny letters. I just rea d the part where 
youie talking to Emikd,about doing the work. Gee, wotta s cream  I  We don't call my 
friend Susu- Mago anymore. His name is Royden. Gad, wott a name  I  Royden Susu-Mago. 
You got those books, didn't you? Hmmph  I  Emiko uread the card before I got home from 
sohool and oouldn't find them. I found 'em in the shelves and she grabbed 'em, 
wrapped  9 em up, and sent 'em. What could I do? 

Gee, this sohool really is lousy. I won't have enough knowle dge to enter 
oollege if I graduate from here. I'm taking Chem., but I h ave a biology teaoher. No 
lab work, just a theory course. I need Latin but they oouldn 't get a teaoher so they 
have only Spanish to offer. I like it but oan't use it. Histor y is going along 
slowly and I haven't reaohed the point where we left off at Tanforan yet. And it was 
really in detail there, too. 

Gosh, day after tomorrow will be January lstl Imagine, 1943  1  I oan't 
believe it. Emiko is going to sing at a dance New Year's ey e. I oan't go cause it's 
too publio (who oares to go). Did you have that surprise Xma s party? I know all 
about it oause someone there wrote to us and explained what they were going to do. 

Gee, pop isn't here yet. We've already sent in a request t o have him 
sent down but haven't heard anything yet. The dootor wrote t o us and said he was 
getting along fine and was slowly gaining his speeoh bac k. Isn't that swell? Xmas 
was sort of empty without pop, you, or Mariko. None of tha t whooping and yeelling. 

I've been getting my teeth regularly and I gotta get a bridg e ous my two 
front teeth are dead. They haven't got an X-ray machine yet so I have to wait. 

Well, Jaok, don't study too herd. Love from all of us. Are you l onesome? 

Delores sent Emiko and me a pio for Xmas. It's a good one. 

Love, 

Bette 



Charles Kikuohi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

Sept ember  31, 1942 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

In reply, please refer tot 

lliss Bette Kikuohi 
74-1-A &B 

Rivers, Ariiona 

Dearest Mariko, 

Gee, I don't know how to thank you for those darling mitte ns• Hmmi I 
just love »em. Everyone I show them to just envies me l ike the dickens. Can you 
blame 'em? Well, Xmas is past already and tomorrow wil l be Jan. 1st. Imagine, 1943 
already  I  It's hard to believe we've been living in a camp for abou t 8 months. What 
a waste of time, no kidding  I  I'd be a 8enior by next Feb. if I were still in a real 
sohool. But as things are, I'll be in the junior class til l next June. We only 
have year grades from junior to senior so I'll be a half year  behind. And I'm sure 
I won't have the proper knowledge of a high sohool gradu ate. Heck, my Chem teaoher 
is a former Biology teaoher and we have no lab equipment. T he only subjects where 
I'm learning anything is Spanish but I don't need that l anguage for nursing. What 
I should be taking is Latin oause I need It for nursing. Oh well, I oan't just wish 
about it so-o — . We sure missed you on Xmas tho. Look,  3  out of the family weren't 
here. It was the first Xmas any of you missin'. And pop,  gosh, it was really empty 
without him. Usually, on Christmas eve he'd tell us some sto ries and then we'd sing 
oarols but his year we went all over oamp and sang oarols. Ab out 100 of us walked 
all over oamp that covers 46 blocks and serenaded everyon e. It sounded nice, too. 
But, heok, what's Xmas without pop and all the kids? 

We didn't have a tree this year but our table was piled h igh with presents. 
Yours  were wrapped beautifully. Gee, I like those mittens. Wel l, anyway, Emiko gave 
me a pair of shoes, nail polish, hand-made pajamas and slippers, Alice gave me a 
pair of slippers, Uiyako embroidered a hanky with my mon ogram on it, Tom gave us 16 
stamped envelopes each, Chas a blouse, T-shirt, a blue ch enille bathrobe, Alice made 
me a  cute white blouse with my initials on it, Elsie, my girl f riend,  gave  me a Pond*s 
beauty kit (I need it), and my girl friend, Audrey, from V allejo, sent me a beauti-
ful green sweater.  Srait.a gave  me a dollar which  I  found in my sook. Were you very 
lonesome, Mariko? Gosh, wish you were here* 

Man, you ought to see how Tom is growing. He has to wear m ens' size clothes 1 
He's gonna have trouble with me oause I can wear his olothe s now. Today, I'm wearing 
his white sweatshirt* He's taller than I am, and I grew ab out an inoh or so since 
I came here. Really, I think he's going to be nice, tall,  and handsome. Right now 
he's roing through that age and he's so lanky. What long le gs and big feet  I  His voioe 
is changing, too* And he's got a few pimples on his face but they'll go away, huh? 
Gosh, I can hardly wait till he's about 16. Man, a killer  I  Just like Jaokson. 
Miyako is also getting big and it won't be long before we'l l be telling her about the 
birds and bees. Tu  I  Hu  I  Really, tho, she's so sassy and grown-up. But we'll ha ve 
trouble with her. Chas. says she's vain like you were.  No kidding, she sits by the 
mirror and just stares at herself. Hrampht At 11 years, to o. I'm 6»2" now and am I 
gaining weight  I  I eat like a horse and I'm still hungry. I weigh about 10 8 now from 
the 103 I used to be in Tanforan. Hope I don't get fat. What about you? Those pios 
were good that Ang took of you. Man, that painting of you is " cool;" I sure like it. 



Charles Kikuchi 
Chicago 

LETTER 

December 31, 1942 

Hmat We're right by the hospital and there are some boys pl aying some 
swell records and it really has volume. Right now, I hear  "Morning," and they played 
"Nutcracker Suite," "Lullaby," and a lot of perfeot reeord s. It's seldom we get to 
hear muslo like that and when we do hear it, we really appre oiate it* 

How's the weather in Chioagot Gosh, it's cold here now,  but our stoves 
have been installed and vhat a difference, Nioe and warm . The coldest it's been is 
about 34°, I've never felt that oold before and my toes ju st about break off. If 
the meat rationing gets too severe, I'll piokle them and so on they'll be good enough 
to eat. Don't mind me, but I guess the camp life does things  to me. 

Mom sent you some moohi. Did you get it yet? Qosh, you shoul d have seen 
them make it. We've never seen it before so it was a novelty . It's delioious when 
it's hot, Alice enclosed the direotions as to how to prepar e it so think of us when 
you eat it, 

I guess Alice already told you that Taohi and Henry were m arried? Gee, 
no romanoe between them. I mean, from the very first day h e was here, well, all 
Saohi does is knit  I  Ho kidding, she ignores himt And he's shy at that. Oh we ll, 
I guess she loves him, tho. Don't you think Henry resembles Ang slightly? Saohi 
painted a moustache on Henry and Alice says he really loo ked like him. 

Eaiko is sewing away on a navy blue suit she's making. She 's going to the 
New Year's Eve danoe tonight and she's gonna sing. The p oor guys  1  They have to listen, 
I oan't go cause Mom and Chas, say it's too public. Maybe ne xt year, 

Goth, those reoords sound good. They're playing "Rhapso dy in Blue" now. 
What ^ wouldn't give to own a whole volume of reoords like  that. 

Well, beautiful, gotta sign off now. Love from all of  U6,  Don 't  get 
too lonesome oause we're always thinking of you. 

Love, always, 

Bette 

ik 
P.8. We just got a box of candy from Paul. Wasn't that sweet ? 

Corny, huh? 


