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DOMESTIC SERVI CE 

)̂ST 's "Wor ki ng Dr a f t f 7 

The J apanese i mmi gr ant s�and, l at er , t hei r  c i t i zen chi l dr en�� 

were bar r ed f r om access t o most  ar ban occupat i ons by bot h for mal  

empl oyment  r est r i c t i ons, i mposed by t r ade uni ons, and the r el uct ance 

of  Caucasi an f i r ms t o empl oy nonwhi t es i n pr of essi onal , commer ci al , 

and c l er i cal  capac i t i es . Domest i c ser vi ce became an Impor tant  

economi c o&t l et , f or  t hose who l ooked t owar ds l at er  pr of essi onal  

and whi t e- col l ar  car eer s i n t hei r  own et hni c gr oup i n the expandi ng 

J apanese communi t i es i n West  Coast  c i t i es . To t he l at t er  i t  ser ved, 

oppor t uni st i cal l y, as the i ni t i al  r ung i n t hei r  cl i mb up t he ur ban 

occupat i onal  l adder * To some of  t he f or mer , hampered by l i ngui st i c 

and educat i onal  handi caps, i t  af f or ds a chance t o devel op sk i l l s 

hi ghl y appr eci at ed and wel l «compensat ed by t he empl oyi ng maj or i t y 

gr oup. To most  of  t he gr oup, however , i t  became i n the cour se of  

t i me a bl i nd- al l ey, one of  t he few means of  l i vel i hood i n an other -

wi se cl osed and pr ej udi ced ur ban economy. Thi s aspect  was especi al l y 

promi nent  among t he Ni sei  at  t he out br eak of  Wor l d War  I I . 

Ent er i ng domest i c ser vi ce as a chance t o ear n "bed and boar d,N 

and t o l ear n t he Engl i sh l anguage and Amer i can ways of  behavi ng 

whi l e pur sui ng anot her  goal - - mai nl y educat i on f or  t he pr of essi ons 

or  busi ness«was char act er i st i c of  the ver y ear l i est  J apanese immi-

gr ant s. By t he 1880's t hey had est abl i shed a pat t er n of  work whi ch 

became known as t he "school  boy" j ob.  ̂ Thi s was par t - t i me work by 

st udent s who l i ved i n pr i vat e, Caucasi an househol ds, worked shor t  > 
� � " -  �" � " 

1. I chi hashl , op. c i t . , pp. 107«110� 



hour s, and devot ed t he r est  of  t hei r  t i me t o at t endi ng cl asses I n 

school s or  col l eges and In pr i vat e st udy. They r ecei ved room and 

and nomi nal  wages f or  addi t i onal  hour s of  wor k. Thi s type of  J ob 

appar ent l y or i gi nat ed wi t h t he J apanese and was not  common among 

year s , as t he second gener at i on emer ged, "school  gi r l s1* became 

even more numerous t han "school  boys*" 

The ski l l ed cat egor i es of  domest i c ser vi ce i ncl uded ful l - t i me 

ser vant s, especi al l y cooks, housekeeper s, but l er s , and "coupl es ,* 

where t he husband cooked and somet i mes t ook car e of  t he gar den, 

whi l e t he wi f e di d t he gener al  housewor k and ser ved the meal s. 

Most  of  t hese ser vant s l i ved I n t he empl oyer s' househol ds. These 

cat egor i es were necessar i l y l i mi t ed to the demands of  weal t hy 

1. I chi hashi  gi ves a pr obabl y bi ased i nt er pr et at i on of  t he J apanese-

Chi nese di f f er ent i al . He oont ends t hat  "ear l y J apanese ar r i val s wer  

most l y st udent s} some of  t hese found work i n pr i vat e f ami l i es , but  

onl y i n or der  t o get  educat i on." I n cont r ast , "t he Chi nese who came 

her e wer e al most  excl usi vel y l abor er s, or  so- cal l ed cool i es, f r om 

Cant on, and had no educat i on t o speak o f , knowi ng next  t o not hi ng of  

t he pr ogr essi ve spi r i t  unt i l  ver y r ecent l y ." ( I bi d. t  pp. 114- 115). 

boar d t hr ee or  f our  hour s a day 

t he Chi nese i mmi grant s or  ot her  ear l y mi nor i t y gr oups.A I n l at er  



Caucasi ans, At  t he same t i me t her e devel oped an el abor at e oont r aot  

system of  "day wor ker s," or gani zed t o meet  t he needs f or  par t - t i me 

speci al i sed ser vi ce by mi ddl e cl ass Caucasi ans who f ound t he wage 

scal e of  house- ser vant s t oo hi gh* These day wor ker s were won cal l * 

f or  such j obs as house- cl eani ng, wi ndow washi ng, l aundr y wor k, cook-

i ng, wai t i ng on t abl es, et c . As was t he case wi t h cont r act  far m 

l abor , of f i ces f or  day wor ker s were ear l y est abl i shed, and t hr ough 

them housewi ves had r eady access t o ser vi ce i n accor dance wi t h t hei r  

I r r egul ar  needs* I t  i s cl ai med t hat  onl y t he J apanese ever  or gani zed 

i n an ef f or t  t o meet  such needs« I n t he ear l y 1900f s cont r act  

l abor er s of t en l i ved "I n gr oups of  f r om 2 t o 8, t he aver age number  

bei ng 5 or  6. Fr equent l y t hey l i ve wi t h cobbl er s and at  t he 

cobbl er  shops or  ot her  of f i ces r ecei ve or der s f or  work t o be done.*2 

Wi t h t he changi ng popul at i on composi t i on�f r om bachel or s t o f ami l y 

� N. 

groups- - j obs t ended t o become I ndi vi dual i zed, t he cont r act ual  system 

det er i or at ed, and much of  t he gr oup- l i vi ng di sappear ed. Many of  t he 

day wor ker s est abl i shed r egul ar  r ounds of  househol ds, whi ch t hey 

1» U.S. I mmi gr at i on Commi ssi on, Repor t s. vol * 23, p. 94. 

2. I b i d . , p. 184* 



vi s i t ed f or  cer t ai n hour s of  t he day, or  on speei f i ed days per  week 

or  mont h. In some oases t he wor k was hi ghl y spec i al i zed, but  i n 

many a si ngl e wor ker  cover ed a wi de r ange f r om house- cl eani ng t o 

l aundr y t o "pl ai n cooki ng." 

Wi t hi n t he day wor ker  cat egor y t her e devel oped an i mpor tant  

gr oup of  gar den spec i al i s t s . These achi eved numer i cal  i mpor tance 

af t er  t he post - Wor l d War  I  bui l di ng boom, par t i cul ar l y i n Sout her n 

Cal i f or ni a where t he r api d i nf l ux of  popul at i on accel er at ed t he r at e 

of  home bui l di ng. The newl y bui l t  r esi dences usual l y i ncl uded l awns 

and gar dens, whi ch, because of  t he mi l d cl i mat e, t he absence of  any 

dormant  per i od, and t he l ow r ai nf al l , r equi r ed car e al l  t he year  

r ound. As i n t he case of  ot her  day wor ker s, gar dener s or gani zed 

on a gr oup, cont r act ual  bas i s at  f i r s t , and gr oup l i v i ng i n 

"gar dener s' boar di ng houses" was common, but  t he t r end t owar ds 

i ndi vi dual i zat i on was appar ent  i n l at er  year s . A si ngl e gar dener  
. 'v 

car ed f or  a dozen or  more smal l  homes or  sever al  l ar ge est at es, and 

hi s set  of  c l i ent s devel oped an equi t y val ue whi ch of t en coul d be 

sol d f or  sever al  hundr eds of  dol l ar s . The more hi ghl y sk i l l ed 



speci al i zed i n l andscapi ng and const r uct ed l awns and gar dens as 

subcont r act or s i n t he bui l di ng of  new r esi dences. 

I t  i s i mpossi bl e t o det er mi ne, accur at el y, t he number  of  

J apanese empl oyed as domest i c ser vant s* The U. S . Census of  1940 

t hr ows some l i ght  on t he di st r i but i on and char act er i st i cs of  

ser vant s wor ki ng f or  pr i vat e f ami l i es , but  gi ves no accur at e i ndl ca-

t l on of  t he number , di s t r i but i on, or  char act er i st i cs of  gar dener s. 

I n t he occupat i onal  c l ass i f i cat i on, gar dener s ar e "l os t " i n t he 

unr eveal i ng cat egor i es of  "pr opr i et or s11 and of  "ot her  l abor er s"; 

I n t he i ndust r i al  c l ass i f i cat i on, most  "daywor k" gar dener s ar e 

pr obabl y i ncl uded as "domest i cs" but  t he more hi ghl y sk i l l ed, 

e .g . l andscape gar dener s, ar e "l os t " i n t he agr i cul t ur al  cat egor y. 

Accor di ng t o t he occupat i on st at i st i cs t her e were 3,541 

domest i c ser vant s empl oyed by pr i vat e househol ds i n t he t hr ee 

West er n st at es. These r epr esent ed 7.3 per  cent  of  t he t ot al  J apa-

nese i n al l  occupat i ons. They were heavi l y concent r at ed i n 

Cal i f or ni a, where t hey account ed f or  8.0 per  cent  of  t he t ot al  

J apanese l abor  f or ce* compared t o 4.1 per  cent  I n Washi ngt on and 
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2.1 per  cent  i n Or egon. And wi t hi n Cal i f or ni a t hei r  r el at i ve 

densi t y was much gr eat er  i n t he San Fr anci sco Bay ar ea than i n any 

ot her  r egi on. I n t he c i t y of  San Fr anci sco 38 per  cent  of  al l  

empl oyed J apanese were domest i c ser vant s; i n Oakl and and Ber kel ey 

19 per  cent  and i n t he ot her  met r opol i t an c i t i es (bal ance of  

Al ameda.1 Mar i n, Cont r a Cost a and San Mat eo) t hey r epr esent ed , ' * 

19 per  cent . I n cont r ast , onl y 5 per  cent  of  t he wor ker s i n Los 

Angel es and l ess t han 9 per  cent  of  t hose i n Sacr ament o were i n the 

domest i c- ser vi ce cat egor y. I t  shoul d be not ed t hat  t he heavy con-

pent r at i on i n San Fr anci sco di d not  mean a gr eat er  over al l  demand f i  

f or  domest i c ser vi ce i n t hi s ar ea: Los Angel es, f or  exampl e, had 

24,522 domest i c ser vant s of  al l  r aces (4.2 per  cent  of  al l  empl oyed 

per sons), whi l e San Fr anci sco had onl y 8,751 (3.2 per  cent  of  al l  
; Msg ,J  . ..�-

empl oyed per sons). Rat her , i t  r ef l ect ed bot h Caucasi an pr ef er ence 

f or  t hi s et hni c gr oup as ser vant s i n San Fr anci sco, and t he bl ock-

l ng of  oppor t uni t i es f or  ot her  occupat i ons f or  t he J apanese 
r '' ; � : .� # / [ t. 

Amer i cans, par t i cul ar l y, as wi l l  be shown l at er , f or  t he Ni sei  who 
¡1..'- ..'./:�. I  J  

' f  / ,A 

1. Oakl and and Ber kel ey ar e i n Al ameda Count y. 
Ill»$1 , ���� � I  
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were by 1940 ent er i ng t he l abor  market  I n l ar ge number s. 

The hi st or i cal  set t i ng of  J apanese domest i c ser vi oe can be 

r econst r uct ed f r om sever al  sour ces, but  a r el i abl e det er mi nat i on 

of  numer i cal  t r ends i s i mpossi bl e* Xchi hashi  ci t es t he J apanese 

Consul  i n San Fr anci sco as aut hor i t y f or  t he st at ement  t hat  i n 

1874 most  of  t he 80 J apanese l i vi ng i n Cal i f or ni a were "school  

boys ."* Many of  t he l at er  19t h Cent ur y i mmi grant s t ook up some 

sor t  of  domest i c j ob soon af t er  ent er i ng t he por t s of  San Fr anci sco 

and Seat t l e � The I mmi gr at i on Commi ssi on, i n i t 1̂909) r epor t , 

summar i zes t he si t uat i on as f ol l ows: 

The J apanese have l ong been conspi cuousl y empl oyed as 

domest i c ser vant s I n San Fr anci sco. I n 1898 i t  I s pr obabl e 

t hat  700 or  800 were so empl oyed. I n 1904 I t  i s est i mat ed 

t hat  t he number  had i ncr eased t o more than 3,600, but  

r ecent l y / 5y 19097 t he number  has di mi ni shed.- .I n 1909 I t  was 

est i mat ed t hat  about  2,000 were empl oyed as domest i cs., A 

l ar ge per cent age of  t hese ar e "school  boys ." 

. . . . I t  appear s t hat  t he number  of  J apanese ent er i ng 

upon domest i c ser vi ce has not  been suf f i c i ent  t o do more t han 

of f set  t he decr easi ng number  of  Chi nese ser vant s and t o pro-

vi de f or  t he l ar ger  number  of  ser vant s empl oyed I n consequence 

1 ̂ Xc hi has hi , op. c l t . , p . 107. 



of  t he gr owt h of  popul at i on. 

J apanese ar e al so empl oyed t o do cl eani ng and r el at ed 

wor k about  pr i vat e houses and gar dens« . . � The maximum 

number  of  "day wor ker s" may be r eckoned at  about  1,000.* 

The si t uat i on i n Seat t l e was qui t e si mi l ar  t o t hat  i n San 

Fr anci sco, accor di ng t o t he same sour ce, whi ch est i mat ed some 

1,200 as domest i cs i n pr i vat e f ami l i es i n 1909. 

The J apanese have been empl oyed as domest i cs f or  

sever al  year s , at  f i r s t  at  somewhat  l ower  wages t han ar e 

now pai d» The wor k i s shar ed by t hese J apanese men (f ew 

J apanese women bei ng so empl oyed) and whi t e women, a l ar ge 

per cent age of  whom ar e Scandi navi an i mmi grant s or  of  

Scandi navi an ext r act i on. The J apanese const i t ut e a mi nor i t y 

of  t he per sons so empl oyed, and t he wages t hey command ar e 

about  t he same as ar e pai d t o ot her s of  equal  ef f i c i ency. 

Some 300 of  t he t ot al  of  1,200 J apanese i n domest i c ser vi ce 

ar e "school  boy s ."2 

The number  of  Immi grant  domest i cs pr obabl y r eached i t s maximum 

dur i ng t he f i r s t  decade of  t he 20t h Cent ur y. Thei r  i ncr ease up t o 

t hi s poi nt  i s at t r i but abl e t o (1) r api d I nf l ux of  new Immi grants 

f rom J apan, (2) t he decr easi ng number  of  Chi nese domest i cs, (3) t he 

1. U.S. I mmi gr at i on Commi ssi on, Repor t s, vol . 23, pp. 183- 186. 

2. I b i d. , p. 275. 



i ncr ease i n demands f or  house ser vant s due t o t he gr owt h of  

t he gener al  popul at i on on t he Coast , and (4) t he popul ar  appeal  

of  won cal l " ser vant s, such as "day workers11 and "gar dener s* and 

economi cal  par t - t i me wor ker s, such as "school  boys ." I n 1909 

t he domest i c l abor  market  was l ar gel y composed of  Chi nese and 

J apanese mal es, and Cauoasi an f emal es, many of  whom were r ecent  

I mmi gr ant s, Ther e were har dl y any J apanese women I n t he occupa-

t i on» I t  i s al so not ewor t hy t hat  t he J apanese domest i cs on t he 

whol e had not  di spl aced t hose of  ot her  r aces al r eady i n t he f i el d, 

but  had mer el y f i l l ed t he gap cr eat ed by wi t hdr awal s of  a l ar ge 

number  of  Chi nese and t he i ncr ease i n j ob openi ngs«* 

Y 

Thei r  decr ease i n subsequent  year s r ef l ect ed i n par t  t he 

openi ng up of  pr of essi onal  and busi ness oppor t uni t i es I n t he 

J apanese communi t i es on t he West  Coast , i n par t  t he i mmi gr at i on 

r est r i ct i ons whi ch st opped t he I nf l ux of  new ser vant s. At  t he 

same t ime publ i c host i l i t y cur t ai l ed some of  t he domest i c J obs 

t hat  had ear l i er  been avai l abl e t o t he J apanese, and t he gr owt h 

1. I bi d«, p. 93. 
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of  t he F i l i pi no and Negro popul at i on on t he Coast  I nt r oduced 

compet i t or s who wer e of t en wi l l i ng t o wor k f or  l ower  wage«« The 

i ncr ease of  F i l i pi nos as houseboys and of  Negro women as cooks 

and mai ds i n Cal i f or ni a c i t i es af t er  t he t went i es was especi al l y 

conspi cuous. 

Sur veys under t aken by Caucasi an I nvest i gat or s si nce t he 

I mmi gr at i on Commi ssi on St udy t end, i n gener al , t o gi ve much l ower  

V / 

pr opor t i ons of  domest i c ser vant s t han do J apanese sour ces (e.g. 

consul ar  i nvest i gat i ons)» Strong3-  f ound onl y 61 mal e domest i c 

ser vant s and 31 f emal es i n an ext ensi ve sampl e sur vey, I n whi ch 

i nf or mat i on on occupat i onal  st at us was obt ai ned f or  10 per  cent  of  
t he J apanese r esi dent s of  Cal i f or ni a i n 1929« Recogni zi ng t hat  t hi s 

was an under est i mat e, he poi nt ed out  t hat  

t hose so engaged ar e apt  to l i ve away f r om t he busi ness 

sect i on I n San Fr anci sco and Los Angel es, al so to be 

scat t er ed wi del y t hr oughout  t he count r y near  t he homes 

of  t he weal t hy, and so have not  been pr oper l y sampl ed i n 

our  sur vey. * . « Anot her  expl anat i on f or  t he l ow t ot al  

i s t hat , al t hough many ear n t hei r  l i vi ng i n t hi s way par t  

1, Edwar d K. St r ong, J r . , J apanese i n Cal i f or ni a. St anf or d Uni -

ver si t y Pr ess, 1933, pp. 106- 107. 
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of  t he t i me, t hey pr ef er  t o r epor t  ot her  par t - t i me act l vl t l e» 

as t hei r  pr i mar y vocat i on». 

I chi hashi  chal l enged t he 1920 censu» f i gur e of  6,556 J apanese i n 

domest i c ser vi ce i n t he whol e Uni t ed St at es: 

The J apanese consul  at  Los Angel es I nvest i gat ed t he 

occupat i onal  di st r i but i on of  6,846 J apanese gai nf ul l y 

occupi ed I n 1927, and f ound t hat  3,656 were engaged i n 

domest i c and per sonal  ser vi ce, i ncl udi ng gar dener s (day 

wor ker s), house wor ker s and cooks, empl oyees i n r est aur ant s, 

chauf f eur s, and wai t r esses. These const i t ut ed 53.4 per  

cent  of  t he t ot al  number  i nvest i gat ed.1 

The Census f i gur e f or  1930 i s al so at  var i ance wi t h ot her  i nvest i -

gat i ons of  J apanese consul s at  San Fr anci sco and Los Angel es. The 

l at t er  r epor t ed t hat  t her e wer e, i n 1930, 3,553 house ser vant s on 

t he Paci f i c Coast ,2 and t hi s t ot al  pr esumabl y di d not  I ncl ude 

hundr eds of  J apanese c l ass i f i ed as nday workers11 or  "gar dener s.n 

The t ot al  of  3,235 J apanese domest i cs i n the Paci f i c Coast  

s t at es ,3 as r epor t ed by t he Census f or  1940, (or  even t he hi gher  

1. I chi hashi , op. o l t . , p . 112. 

2. The J apanese Associ at i on of  Amer i ca, Zal bel  Ni ppon- J i n Shi , 

pp. 591- 606. 

3. The Census f or  1940 does not  r epor t  t he t ot al  number  of  J apanese 

domest i cs i n t he Uni t ed St at es. 



t ot al  of  4,744 by t he I ndust r i al  c l ass i f l cat l on) i s al so an under -

est i mat e accor di ng t o J apanese sour ces« For  exampl e, t he J apanese 

Associ at i on of  Amer i ca st at ed t hat  i n 1940 t her e were f r om 4,000 t o 

5,000 "day wor ker s" i n t he Uni t ed St at es and cl ai med t hat  f r om 700 

t o 1,000 of  t hese "day wor ker s" were l ocat ed i n San Fr anci sco, 

where t he Census r epor t ed t her e were onl y 982 J apanese i n al l  l i nes 

of  domest i c ser vi ce. Even i f  t hese hi gher  f i gur es f or  t he t ot al s 

ar e t aken i nt o consi der at i on, t her e i s no doubt  t hat  t he number  of  

J apanese domest i c wor ker s decl i ned appr eci abl y dur i ng t he t hi r t y-

year  per i od bef or e 1940, 

The wage scal es of  domest i c wor ker s i n t he ear l y year s were 

r epor t ed by t he I mmi gr at i on Commi ssi on. I n 1900 the wages f or  

"pl ai n cooks" var i ed f r om $20 t o #30 per  month i n San Fr anci sco, 

and I n 1907 f rom $30 t o $40. Those f or  gener al  house wor ker s were 

t •• M < ' ' : • • - • - , i • ' 

f r om $16 t o $25 i n 1900 and f r om $25 t o $35 i n 1907. I n 1909 t hey 

ear ned "f r om $25 per  month f or  t hose of  l i t t l e sk i l l  t o $60 per  

month f or  exper i enced cooks ."2 Marked advances i n wages wer e not ed 

1. The J apanese Associ at i on of  Amer i ca, Zal bel  Nl ppon- j l n Shi , p. 291« 

2. U.S. I mmi gr at i on Commi ssi on, Repor t s. vol * 23, p. 184» 
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I n l at er  year s . Hear s est i mat ed t he f ol l owi ng wage aver ages among 

J apanese dornest  l os I n San Fr ancl soo f or  1926, and I t  I s presumed t hat  

most  of  them r ecei ved boar d and l odgi ng I n addi t i on.* 

1. I chl hashl , however , cl ai ms t hat  Mear s' f i gur es ar e t oo l ow. 

He st at es t hat  what  I s gi ven I n Mear s1 t *&l e "as »hi ghest * must  

be i ncr eased by f r om 10 t o 20 per  cent , and . . . as 'aver age' 

shoul d r ead ml ni mu .̂" (I chl hashl , op. c l t . , p. 113) . 
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TABLE 

AVERAGE MONTHLY WAGES (ESTI MATED) OF 
J APANESE DOMESTIC SERVANTS I N SAN 

FRANCI SCO, 1926 

Occupât  Ion Hi ghest  Aver age 

Cook $125 $95 

Gener al  housewor k 100 80 

But l er  100 85 

J ani t or  90 70 

Por t er  90 65 

Sources E»G, Mear a, Resi dent  Or i ent al s on the Amer i can Paci f i e 
Coast , p. 313« 
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For  1940 a gener al  I dea of  wages of  househol d ser vant s can 

t oe obt ai ned f r om a sampl i ng of  WRA r ecor ds of  evacuees f r om San 

Fr anci sco«* Of  t hose who r epor t ed t hemsel ves as gener al  house 

wor ker s, a maj or i t y of  the mal es r ecei ved bet ween $70 and $85 per  

month and a maj or i t y of  t he femal es r ecei ved bet ween $30 and $50. 

The same sex di f f er ent i al  exi st ed f or  cooks, t he pay scal e f or  

mal e cooks r angi ng f r om $40 t o $135 per  mont h, wi t h t wo- t hi r ds 

r ecei vi ng $85 or  more per  mont h. The scal e f or  f emal es r anged 

f rom $35 t o $100 per  mont h, but  some t hr ee- f our t hs of  them r ecei ved 

$60 or  l ess per  mont h. Si nce most  of  t hese ser vant s r ecei ved room 

and boar d besi des t he cash wage, t hei r  net  ear ni ngs wer e, on t he 

pPr  . © 
aver age, qui t e l ar ge. 

Pay scal es f or  day wor ker s were subst ant i al l y si mi l ar  t o t hose 

f or  gener al  house ser vant s, when f or  t he l at t er  cash wages ar e con-

si der ed t oget her  wi t h room and boar d. For  1909 t he I mmi gr at i on 

Commi ssi on, upon I nvest i gat i ng 53 of  such day wor ker s I n San 

Fr anci sco, r epor t ed as f ol l ows: 

1. See Appendi x t o t hi s chapt er , 
2, Thèse pay scal es were t abul at ed f r om t he WRA r ecor ds of  t he 84 In-
di vi dual s I n t he sampl e who wor ked f ul l  t ime I n one househol d. The 
count  of  t hose r epor t i ng t hei r  wages was as f ol l owst  

Mal es 36 out  of  46 
Femal es 34 out  of  38 



-  16 -

The wages f or  cl eani ng was 30 or  35 cent s per  hour  (depend« 

l ng l ar gel y upon whet her  cal l s f r om t he gi ven pl ace were 

numerous or  i nf r equent ), or  $2,50 per  day; f or  wai t i ng on 

t abl e, 35 or  50 cent s (wi t h whi t e coat ), or  $1 (wi t h dr ess 

coat ); f or  gar deni ng, 50 cent s per  hour ; f or  wi ndow cl ean-

i ng, 5 cent s per  wi ndow* As woul d be expect ed, t he work i s 

I r r egul ar , so t hat  t he ear ni ngs of  t he 53 house cl eaner s 

var i ed bet ween $20 per  month as a minimum and $70 as a 

maximum. The aver age of  t he ear ni ngs of  t he 53 was $42,74 per  

month and $512,83 per  year . The ear ni ngs of  4 were l ess t han 

$30 per  mont h; of  15, $30, but  l ess t han $40j  of  12, $40, but  

l ess t han $50; of  15, $50; of  6, $60, but  l ess t han $70; of  

1, $70 per  mont h. Thei r  ear ni ngs per  day were hi gher  t han 

f or mer l y, when t he number  of  newl y ar r i ved J apanese was 

l ar ger  t han dur i ng the l ast  two year s. Accor di ng t o t he 

t est i mony of  J apanese empl oyment  agent s t he r at e per  day f or  

or di nar y cl eani ng was $1,50 i n 1900, By 1903 i t  had r i sen 

i j r  $1,75, by 1907 t o $2 per  day , 1 

I n t he l at e t went i es pay scal es r anged f r om $4,50 t o $6 per  

day (ei ght  hour s),® and i n 1940, accor di ng t o our  WRA sampl e, hour l y 

r at e r anged f r om 50 cent s t o 75 cent s, whi l e t he day r at e was $5, 

Hal f  of  t hose r epor t i ng t hei r  monthl y i ncomes st at ed t hat  t hey 

ear ned $100 or  mor e, whi l e al l  t he r est  except  one r epor t ed t hei r  

a 

2, l ohi hashi , op« c l t , . p» 114, P ' 1 
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monthl y ear ni ngs as l ess t han $100 but  more than $60»* 

House ser vant s and day wor ker s wer e, as not ed, undul y eon* 

cent r at ed I n San Fr anci sco and t he Bay Ar ea, The r el at i ve densi t y 

of  gar dener s, however , was gr eat est  I n and ar ound Los Angel es. A 

cr ude est i mat e of  t he di st r i but i on of  day wor ker s among gar dener s 

i s obt ai ned by subt r act i ng "domest i c ser vant s" accor di ng t o t he 

Census occupat i onal  c l ass i f i cat i on £9 f r om "domest i c ser vi ce" 

accor di ng t o the i ndust r i al  c l ass i f i cat i on. Thi s gi ves a t ot al  of  

1,204 f or  t he t hr ee west er n st at es, some 1, 158 of  whom were f ound 

In Cal i f or ni a. Of  t hese, 717 were i n Los Angel es Count y, and 636 

(or  about  hal f  of  al l  t he Cal i f or ni a cohor t ) i n t he Ci t y of  Los 

Angel es. Our  own est i mat e suggest s t hat  t he number  i n Los Angel es 

was act ual l y f rom two t o t hr ee t i mes t hi s f i gur e, namel y, at  l east  

1,000 and possi bl y as many as 1,500. 

Gar dener s wer e, I n f act , smal l  ent r epr eneur s. The vast  maj or i t y 

1. Of  a t ot al  of  176 domest i c wor ker s, 72 were day wor ker s. Of  27 

out  of  t he 49 I ssel  mal e day wor ker s r epor t i ng t hei r  i ncome, 5 ear ned 

$150 or  more per  month} 7, more t han $100 but  l ess t han $150; 6, more 

t han $75 but  l ess t han $100; 1 l ess t han $75. Si x r epor t ed t hei r  

dai l y income as $5, and 2 r epor t ed t hei r  hour l y char ge as 65 cent s and 

75 cent s, r espect i vel y. Of  9 out  of  t he 12 t ssel  f emal e day wor ker s 

: i  
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(240 out  of  our  Los Angel es sampl e of  268) were sel f - empl oyed, Of  

151 of  t hose r epor t i ng mont hl y ear ni ngs, two out  of  t hr ee r ecei ved 

bet ween $100 and $200 per  mont h, and appr oxi mat el y one out  of  s i x 

r ecei ved over  $200, and about  t he same pr opor t i on under  $100*00. 

Among the l at t er  wer e t he few ĥel per s" who wor ked f or  t he ent r e-

pr eneur s. The l evel  of  the wages seems hi gh, compared t o t hose 

r ecel vedl n many ot her  br anches of  act i vi t y I n 1940, but  t hi s l evel  

was achi eved onl y because of  t he gr eat  amount  of  unpai d f ami l y l abor  

upon whi ch t he ent r epr eneur  dr ew. These unpai d l abor er s, most l y 

The ext ent  t o whi ch gar deni ng and ot her  sor t s of  domest i c work 

were of t en ent er pr i ses occupyi ng al l  t he spar e t i me of  t he var i ous 

members of  t he f ami l y I s suggest ed by t he f ol l owi ng case of  a 

III  . 
Ber kel ey f ami l y: 

My f at her  went  I nt o gar deni ng ar ound some of  t he r i ch 

est at es I n Menl o Par k, Cal i f or ni a. He l at er  moved t he f ami l y 

I nt o Ber kel ey. He cont i nued t he gar deni ng wor k and he al so 

r epor t i ng t hei r  wages, 2 r ecei ved $100 per  month* 3, $60 per  mont h; 

X , $46 per  mont h; 1, $5 per  day; 2, 60 cent s per  hour . Most  of  t he 

nat i ve- bor n day wor ker s r epor t ed 60 cent s per  hour  or  $66 per  mont h. 

mal e Ni sei , ar e gr eat l y under r epr esent ed I n t he s t at i s t i cs . 
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di d ot her  domest i c wor k t o make more money. 

My f at her  di d ver y wel l  i n Ber kel ey because t hey pai d 

good wages and he was abl e t o save up enough money t o buy a 

home« As he pr osper ed a bi t  mor e, he bought  an aut omobi l e* 

Af t er  t hat  he was abl e t o expand hi s gar deni ng busi ness even 

mor e. My mother  st ar t ed t o do domest i c wor k par t  t i me i n or der  

t o hel p out . Lat er  she st ar t ed a l aundr y i n our  home. Some-

t i mes my par ent s woul d go out  t o a Caucasi an home i n t he 

eveni ngs t o do di shwashi ng f or  t he par t i es whi ch were hel d. 

My dad was abl e t o do f ai r l y wel l  i n t he year s t hat  

f ol l owed. He di d not  empl oy any ot her  wor ker s t o hel p hi m 

out . He di d most  of  i t  hi msel f  except  when my br ot her  and 

I  got  ol d enough t o st ar t  hel pi ng hi m af t er  school  and 

dur i ng t he summer  t i me. He was abl e t o keep up hi s busi ness 

wi t h t hi s l i mi t ed hel p. Occasi onal l y he used t o go t o 

Pi edmont  or  Oakl and t o t ake an out si de j ob. My mother  con-

t i nued t o do t he l aundr y i n t he basement  of  our  home al l  t he 

way up t o t he t i me of  evacuat i on. We had 16 r egul ar  customers 

and my mother  di d al l  of  t he washi ng and i r oni ng f or  t hem.1 

Asi de f r om the hi st or i cal  ecol ogi cal  t r end (concent r at i on of  

househol d ser vant s i n San Fr anci sco, of  gar dener s i n Los Angel es) 

and t he di ver s i f i cat i on and speci al i zat i on devel oped by t he immi-

gr ant s t o meet  t he needs of  t he Caucasi an popul at i on, and, f r om t he 

Case Hi st or y #30, pp. 6- 6 
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st andpoi nt  of  t he mi nor i t y gr oup t o ser ve sever al  pur poses, (a) 

a means t o ot her  ends, or  (b) a r el at i vel y l ucr at i ve car eer , the most  

not ewor t hy aspect s of  t he domest i c ser vi ce si t uat i on i n r ecent  year s 

were t hr ee cl osel y connect ed devel opment s: 

(1) The t r ansf er  of  t he "means t o ot her  ends" pat t er n t o 

t he Ni sei . 

(2) The decl i ne of  t he "car eer " aspect , wi t h t he agi ng 

of  t he I ssel  and t he r el uot ance of  t he wel l - educat ed Ni sei  t o 

accept  t hi s occupat i on as an end i n I t s el f , but  

(3) The backi ng- up, never t hel ess, of  Ni sei , par t i cul ar l y 

Ni sei  gi r l s , i n t empor ar y, of t en par t - t i me, J obs i n t he 

domest i c ser vi ce f i el d because of  l i mi t ed oppor t uni t i es t o 

ear n a l i v i ng el sewher e* 

The f ol l owi ng t abl e, der i ved f rom U.S. Census dat a of  1940, 

shows t hese aspect s cl ear l y* 
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NUMBER AND PERCENT OF J APANESE I N DOMESTIC SERVI CE, 
BY NATI VI TY AND SEX, PACI FI C COAST STATES AND SELECTED 

CI TI ES AND COURTIES 

(Occupat i onal  Cl ass i f i cat i on) 

Ar ea and Occupat i on 
St at es Tot al  

For ei gn bor n 
mal es f emal es 

Nat i ve bor n 
mal es f emal es 

Cal i f or ni a 
Domest i c 3,236 
Al l  Occupat i ons 40,374 
% Domest i c 8- ° 

Washi ngt on 
Domest i c  2 

Al l  Occupat i ons 6,646 
% Domest i c 4*1 

Or egon 
Domest i c 
Al l  Occupat i ons 1,771 
% Domest i c 

Cal i f or ni a, Washi ngt on 
and Oregon 

Domest i c 3,541 
Al l  Occupat i ons 48,691 
% Domest i c 

Ar ea and Occupat i on 
Ci t i es 

Oakl and & Ber kel ey, Cal i f . 
Dornest  l e 2£6 ~ 
A U Oc cupat  I ons 1, 392 
% Domest i c 

808 
18,227 

4.4 

37 
2,984 

1.2 

2 
877 

0.2 

S 
551 
10.7 

598 
4,982 

12.0 

35 
1,145 

3.1 

4 
241 

1.7 

847 637 
22,088 6,368 

3.8 10.0 

74 
191 

38.7 

370 
11,883 

3.1 

36 
1,526 

2.4 

4 
443 

0.9 

23 
412 

5.6 

1,459 
5,282 

27.6 

161 
891 
18.1 

27 
210 

12.9 

410 1,647 
13,852 6,383 

3.0 25.8 

110 
238 

46.2 
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Ar ea and Occupat i on 
Ci t i es Tot al  

For ei gn bor n 
mal e 8 f emal es 

Hat l ve bor n 
mal es f emal es 

540 
10,589 

5.1 

982 
2,580 

38.1 

192 
9 
6.2 

5,089 

Los Angel es, Cal i f . 
Domest i c 
Al l  Occupat i ons 
% Dornest l e 

San Fr anci sco, Cal i f , 
Domest i c 
Al l  Occupat i ons 
% Domest i c 

Seat t l e, Wash. 
Dornest l o 
Al l  Occupat i ons 
% Domest i c 

Ar ea and Occupat i on 
Count i es 

San Fr anci sco subur ban* 
Domes t i e 368 
Al l  Occupat i ons 1,890 
% Domest i c 19.5 

Bal ance of  Los Angel es'/' 
County 

Domest i c 324 
Al l  Occupat i ons 6,416 

% Domest i c 5- 0 

92 88 
4.755 1,365 

1.9 

399 
1,194 

33.4 

27 
1,395 

1.9 

79 
793 
10.0 

70 
2,550 

6.4 

185 
367 

50.4 

20 
611 

3.3 

2.7 

103 
259 

39.8 

66 
1,056 

6.2 

87 
3,039 

2.9 

119 
525 
22.7 

28 
602 

4.7 

38 
548 

6.9 

42 
1,917 

2.2 

273 
1.430 

19.1 

279 
494 

56.5 

117 
481 

24.3 

148 
290 

51.0 

146 
893 

16.3 

* Al ameda, excl udi ng Oakl and and Ber kel ey; Mar i n; Cont r a Cost a; San Uat eo 
�f- Excl uding Los Angel es Ci t y 

Sour ce: Phot ost at  Tabl es , U . S . Bur eau of  t he Census. 

i m 
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I n t he t hr ee west er n st at es l ess t han 4% of  t he I ssel  mal es wer e 

engaged as househol d domest i cs (s l i ght l y more t han 4% i n Cal i f or ni a 

and a negl i gi bl e pr opor t i on I n Washi ngt on and Or egon), Onl y I n 

San Fr anci sco (33#), Oakl and- Ber kel ey {11%) and t he r emai nder  of  

t he San Fr anci sco subur ban cent er s (10$) were t hese occupat i ons any 

l onger  of  i mpor tance as "car eer s" f or  t he i mmi grant  mal es. Immi grant  

f emal es showed consi st ent l y l ar ger  pr opor t i ons (aver agi ng 10% 

compared t o 4% f or  mal es), but , I n gener al , t he nat ur e of  t he J obs 

hel d was of  a l ower , l ess- ski l l ed or der  t han t hose hel d by t he mal es* 

Thi s si t uat i on i s c l ear l y shown I n t he wage di f f er ent i al  bet ween 

Xssel  mal es and f emal es, di scussed above, pp. 

The most  not ewor t hy aspect  of  t he Census dat a, however , i s t he 

pr opor t i ons of  Ni sei  f emal es found i n t he domest i c l abor  mar ket . 

I n t he t hr ee Paci f i c Coast  st at es some 26% of  al l  Ni sei  f emal es were 

engaged i n househol d ser vi ce. Even i n Washi ngt on and Or egon, where 

ot her  cl asses of  J apanese were i nf r equent l y empl oyed as domest i cs, 

1Q% and 13% of  al l  Ni sei  f emal es were so engaged, whi l e t he Cal i f or ni a 

pr opor t i on was 2Q%� As mi ght  be expect ed, t he "backl ng- up" was gr eat est  
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I n t he San Fr anci sco- Bay Areas no l ess t han 56$ I n t he Ci t y of  San 

Fr anci sco, 46% i n Oakl and and Ber kel ey, 51$ i n t he r emai nder  of  t he 

San Fr anci sco Subur ban ar ea. Even i n Los Angel es, t he pr opor t i on 

r eached 19% f or  t he ci t y and 16$ f or  t he bal ance of  t he count y, and 

i t  exceeded 24$ i n Seat t l e,1 

The r eact i ons of  Ni sei  t o domest i c wor k wer e, f or  t he most  par t , 

unf avor abl e. 

A Ni sei  gi r l , who wor ked as a "school  gi r l " whi l e at t endi ng hi gh 

school  and j uni or  col l ege i n Pasadena, Cal i f or ni a, r ecal l ed her  r e-

act i on t o her  wor k i n t he f ol l owi ng wordst  

Doi ng a school  gi r l  J ob was par t  of  my l i f e and many Ni sei  

gi r l s were doi ng i t * I  al ways t ol d t he ot her  Ni sei  gi r l s not  

t o do i t  i f  t hey di dn't  have t o because t hey woul d mi ss so much 

by not  l i v i ng at  home. School  gi r l  wor k kept  us conf i ned t o t he 

1. Our  sampl es of  San Fr anci sco and Los Angel es c i t i es do not  "cat ch 

as many Ni sei  f emal es as woul d be expect ed f r om t he Census pr opor t i ons, 

pr i mar i l y, we bel i eve, because many were (a) nonr esi dent s and were 

pr obabl y er r oneousl y r ecor ded as r esi dent s i n t he Census (possi bl y 

t o some ext ent  al so "doubl e- count ed") or  (b) had j oi ned t hei r  f ami l i es 

i n ot her  ar eas j ust  pr i or  t o evacuat i on, what ever  t hei r  r esi dence 

st at us, A secondar y f act or  i s t hat  not ed by St r ong, i . e . , r el uct ance 

t o admi t  domest i c ser vi ce as an occupat i on* See Appendi x as sampl e. 
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J ob many eveni ngs.* 

Col l ege boys were of t en especi al l y r esent f ul  of  t he si t uat i ons 

i n whi ch t hey f ound t hemsel ves. Two are quot ed bel ow: 

I  di d not  l i ke t he J ob, but  st ayed on f or  two r easons. 

One: I  r eal i zed t hi s was i n al l  pr obabi l i t y t he onl y posi t i on 

avai l abl e t o me i n San Fr anci sco whi ch woul d enabl e me t o go t o 

col l ege. Two: My empl oyer s t r i ed from t he st ar t  t o be con-

si der at e of  my pecul i ar i t i es , as t hey must  have seemed t o 

t hem. . . . . 

I  st ar t ed i n col l ege i n t he f al l  of  1936. By t hen my 

at t i t ude toward my J ob was f or med�a sor t  of  t o- he11- wi th- i t  

phi l osophy, whi ch I  mai nt ai ned f or  t he next  two year s . X t ol d 
s 

mysel f  t he J ob was a means t o an end.® 

X had $106 t o my name when X st ar t ed TJ .C.L .A. . . . 

Af t er  l i v i ng wi t h my ol der  br ot her  f or  a shor t  t i me I  went  

t o wor k i n a home as a school  boy. I  had come from a ver y 

backwar d ar ea so t hat  when I  f i r s t  ent er ed my work as a school  

boy, I  l ooked at  my empl oyer  as bei ng on a super i or  l evel  t o 

me. I  f el t  l i ke a ser vant  and I  used t o r ebel  i nwar dl y t o 

mysel f  when I  had t o go and scr ub the l at r i ne. I  was i n a 

const ant  st at e of  r ebel l i on as I  t hought  t hat  I  was l ower i ng 

mysel f . r  I  knew t hat  no ot her  J apanese woul d ever  scr ub a 

1. Case Hi st or y 39, p . 21- 22. 

2. Loui s Adami c, Prom Many Lands. Har per  and Br ot her s, 1939, p. 205. 
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t oi l et * I  r epr essed al l  of  t hese f eel i ngs and my boss ooul d 
W i  ' f a ' " ' * � 

never  under st and me* They t r eat ed me as nl oe as t hey ooul d 

 ̂ J  d 
but  I ;was ver y unhappy. I  worked t her e al l  semest er  and af t er  

f f  j  

I  got  used t o t he pl ace, I  had t o do more and more wor k. Soon 
;j  � |  ���! 

I  was put t i ng I n 40 hour s of  work a week I nst ead of  t he r e-

i - J '- J df  : ' 
qui r ed 20> Li ke a f ool , I  want ed t o Impress them at  f i r s t  and 

m £ 
I  di d ext r a t hi ngs t o pl ease t hem. Af t er  t hat  I  had t o do al l  

/ m 
of  t hese /t hi ngs as a par t  of  my r egul ar  wor k. I  onl y had one 

. j y i B L . . _ *  ̂ ' W l m 

Sat ur day and two Sundays of f  dur i ng al l  t hat  semest er . 
/ / 

Towar ds Xmas I  became f ed up f r om r epr essi ng mysel f  so 

muoh and I  was on t he ver ge of  expl odi ng and r eveal i ng my 
/ f ni  4 -  < < ' ( J  ! j  j  
t r ue f eel i ngs . I  assumed t hat  I  woul d get  t he Xmas season 

\  \ \ j  
/ of f  so ooul d go home whi l e my empl oyer s assumed t hat  I  woul d 

W m ^ , ....  ̂st ay t hepe. They got  ext r emel y angr y when I  t ol d them t hat  I  
I 'm 

was gol nM home anyway. They sai d I  was a most  ungr at ef ul  per -

/ M A son f or  pi t t i ng them at  such an i nconveni ence. Boy, I  cer t ai nl y 
J  � ' � 'Mi  ' : � 

�fel t J .ost  as I  got  f i r ed f or  t he f i r st  t i me i n my l i f e . * 

d j  \  'M i  � l ^ ^ ^ S ^ M m 
Many of  t t i ese "school  boys" and "school  gi r l s " af t er  gr aduat i ng 

LI  B i  \  . � -  ' 1 1 
f r pm hi gh school . or  somet i mes f rom col l ege, became permanent  domest l e 

/- / L'- a I  \  wor ker s. The scar c i t y of  empl oyment  oppor t uni t i es and t he l ack of  

/ k j  I  ) � ; M M ¡V 
speci al i sed vocat i onal  t r ai ni ng were some of  t he maj or  causes t hat  

/ / I  j  \  
f or ced them t o aicCept  permanent  posi t i ons i n domest i c ser vi ce. 

M ' v M i L V j , w -̂ ¿'¿¡l -̂Concer ni ng t he many Ni sei  gi r l s appl yi ng as housekeeper s at  t he St at e 

1. Case HJ Lstorjr  #27, pp. 25- 26. 
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Empl oyment  Ser vi ce of f i ce, a r esear ch wor ker  wrote as f ol l ows) 

They had no speci al  t r ai ni ng i n any ki nd of  wor k so 

t hey have gone I nt o t hi s f i el d as t he easi est  means of  

maki ng money. The maj or i t y of  them have been I n San 

Fr anci sco l ess t han f i ve year s . They have come I nt o t hi s 

c i t y f r om smal l  t owns and count r y homes I n or der  t o hel p 

out  wi t h t he f ami l y f i nances, or  mer el y t o be occupi ed 

unt i l  t hey get  mar r i ed, or  el se t o sear ch f or  pr ospect s. � 

Ther e wer e a number  who have l i ved i n San Fr anci sco 

al l  of  t hei r  l i ves . They have gone i nt o housework wi t hout  

pr emedi t at i on. Many st ar t ed as school gi r l s and wor ked 

par t  t i me i n f ami l i es . Af t er  gr aduat i on f r om hi gh school  

t hey f ound t hat  t hey had no exper i ence i n any occupat i onal  

work except  domest i c wor k. Consequent l y, t hey j ust  con-

t i nued i n t hi s f i el d on a f ul l  t i me bas i s . Many went  on 

i nt o busi ness col l ege af t er  havi ng done some housewor k 

and t ook a commer ci al  cour se, but  . . . wi t h no openi ngs 

. . . dr i f t ed back i nt o housewor k.* 

A Ni sei  g i r l , who gr aduat ed f r om j uni or  col l ege but  ndl d 

not  have anyt hi ng el se t o do,** sai d: 

Af t er  X got  my associ at e of  ar t s degr ee X di d not  

have anyt hi ng el se t o do so . . * I  deci ded t o t ake a 

domest i c j ob, X f el t  t hat  I  mi ght  as wel l  be doi ng 

1. Cal i f or ni a St at e Empl oyment  Ser vi ce, J uni or  Counsel i ng Depar t  

ment , "The J apanese Amer i can Yout h I n San Fr anci sco,11 1941, 

' \ ' 

(Unpubl i shed manuscr i pt  pr epar ed by Char l es Kl kuohl )* 
i  � 
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somet hi ng r at her  t han l oaf i ng ar ound t he house. . . . I  

l i ked t he wor k because t he peopl e wer e ver y ni ce t o me* 

However , X di d not  l i ke t he i dèa of  doi ng domest i c wor k 

because I  f el t  t hat  i t  was an i nf er i or  posi t i on* I  di d 

not  f eel  t hat  I  was i nf er i or  and my bosses al ways t r eat ed 

me as equal s , but  t her e was s t i l l  t he thought  t hat  X was a 

domest i c wor ker * However , X cont i nued on wi t h my wor k as 

best  X coul d*1 

Anot her  Ni sei  gi r l , who t ook a domest i c j ob t o hel p her  

f ami l y, t ol d of  her  pl i ght  t hus: 

I  gr aduat ed f r om hi gh school  In 1952* X want ed t o go 

on t o a sewi ng and desi gni ng school  but  X never  got  t hi s 

chance as t i mes were get t i ng pr et t y har d* Xn or der  t o hel p 

out  t he f ami l y I  got  a domest i c j ob as a mai d I n a weal t hy 

home. I  onl y made #30 a month and X used t o gi ve my mother  

most  of  the money so t hat  t he r est  of  t he ki ds coul d cont i nue 
© 

t o go t o school . * * . 

wer e 

Ni sei  i n f ul l - t i me domest i c ser vi ce/al so of t en unhappy I n 

t hei r  dal l y r out i ne* A Ni sei  gi r l  i n her  ear l y t went i es hel d a 

domest i c j ob i n San Fr anci sco, and t ol d of  her  r eact i ons I n t he 

f ol l owi ng wordst  

X had a f eel i ng of  f r ust r at i on when X «as doi ng domest i c 

1. Case Hi st or y #16, p* 17« 

2. Case Hi st or y #49, pp* 18- 19» 



29 -

wor k and I  got  s i ck of  scr ubbi ng ot her  peopl ef s f l oor  

when I  want ed t o go t o school  l i ke al l  of  the Caucasi ans 

di d* Xt  was not  because I  hat ed my boss or  anyt hi ng l i ke 

t hat * The peopl e I 've wor ked f or  have al ways been ki nd 

t o me, but  I  had t hat  f eel i ng of  r esent ment  al l  t he t i me* 

Bei ng i n a domest i c j ob, you don!t  get  t o meet  anybody or  
to 

do t hi ngs you want /do and I  guess I  got  sor t  of  neur ot i c 

when I  had t o do domest i c work« I  know t hat  I  t hought  about  

i t  al l  t he t i me but  I  coul dn't  do anyt hi ng about  i t  at  a l l . 

I  had t o be r esi gned t o I t . When you ar e by your sel f  so 

much, you have t oo much t i me t o t hi nk . That  i s why I  day »dream-

ed a l ot  when I  was I n domest i c work and I  hoped t hat  some day 

I  woul d be i n a posi t i on t o hi r e peopl e i nst ead of  wor ki ng 

f or  t hem. I  day- dreamed most l y t hat  some day one of  my 

mot her 's r el at i ves woul d di e and l eave me a l ot  of  money. 

And then I  coul d go t o col l ege or  do what ever  I  want ed t o 

do wi t hout  bei ng a mai d i n a home. I  had ot her  wor r i es l i ke 

bei ng concer ned over  a l ack of  soci al  cont act s. 

Some of  t hese permanent  wor ker s, however , r at i onal i zed t hei r  

domest i c ser vant  st at us as bei ng Na means t o an end." Some woul d 

say t hat  t hey were r emai ni ng as house ser vant s as a st op gap unt i l  

t hey coul d- f i nd bet t er  J obs, and ot her s sai d unt i l  t hey had saved 
/ ; 

enough money t o get  t he speci al i zed t r ai ni ng t hey desi r ed, or  t o 

¿'�FV. % " ' 4 -4 , ,ifvR - Mf l f f  
1. Case Hi st or y #20, p. 18. f! 
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st ar t  some busi ness of  t hei r  own* Such hopes, however , usual l y 

dwi ndl ed as t hey cont i nued t o be domest i c ser vant s. A Ni sei  gi r l  

who had oome t o San Fr anci sco f r om Hawai i  wi t h gr eat  ambi t i ons 

r ecount ed her  exper i ence thuss 

I  had gr eat  hopes and ambi t i on of  becomi ng a l i br ar i an* 

I  was so r est l ess i n t he i sl ands and I  di d not  see any 

f ut ur e t her e at  a l l . X was det er mi ned to get  a speci al i sed 

l i br ar i an t r ai ni ng cour se and t hen X t hought  maybe X woul d 

have more of  a chance f or  a j ob af t er  X went  back t o Hawai i , 

Af t er  X got  t o San Fr anci sco, however , t hi ngs di d not  go 

al ong accor di ng t o my hopes. X was onl y r ecei vi ng $30 a 

month t o st ar t  wi t h. Ther e were so many new t hi ngs t hat  X 

coul d spend money on t hat  X di d not  even begi n t o save any-

t hi ng f or  a whol e year . My i ni t i al  expenses were r at her  

heavy as I  had t o get  warmer  cl ot hes f or  t he San Fr anci sco 

weat her . Then I  st ar t ed t o go ar ound and X spent  a l ot  of  

money seei ng pl ays, oper as and bal l et s as X have never  had 

t hi s oppor t uni t y i n Hawai i . X was al so sendi ng #10 a month 

home r egul ar l y, and even more l at er  when X was get t i ng a 

l ar ger  sal ar y. Because of  t hese t hi ngs X soon l ost  my 

ambi t i on and I  was af r ai d t o get  out  of  domest i c wor k. 

Some, who r eal l y achi eved t he "end" t owar ds whi ch ser vi ce 

had been a "means," were abl e t o say i n r et r ospect , "Domest i c work 

1, Case Hi st or y #12, p, 25. 
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wasn*t  t oo bad»" 

The domest i c work wasn't  t oo bad because I  l ear ned 

qui t e a bi t  f r om I t . I 've never  r egr et t ed doi ng t hat  ki nd 

of  work f or  a year  and a hal f . I  have ver y good r el at i on-

shi ps wi t h my empl oyer  and I  was t r eat ed al most  as one of  

t he f ami l y* Thi s work gave me an oppor t uni t y t o enj oy t he 

sor t  of  Amer i can cul t ur e I  had al ways l onged f or . I t  opened 

up a l ot  of  new poss i bi l i t i es f or  me. My empl oyer s were 

musi cal l y and ar t i s t i cal l y i ncl i ned and t hey had t r avel ed 

wi del y over  t he wor l d so t hat  I  benef i t ed f r om l i st eni ng 

t o t hem. They encour aged me t o cont i nue wi t h my musi c 

l essons and I  was abl e t o pr act i ce on t hei r  pi ano i n t he 

af t er noons 

A Ni sei  housewi fe i n her  ear l y t hi r t i es expr essed a si mi l ar  

opi ni on i n t he f ol l owi ng wordst  

I  don't  r esent  my exper i ences i n domest i c work because 

i t  t aught  me a gr eat  many t hi ngs. For  t he f i r s t  t i me, I  

l ear ned how t o set  an Amer i can st yl e t abl e and t o cook 

Amer i can f ood. I  l ear ned how t o cl ean house pr oper l y and 

ot her  househol d t hi ngs l i ke t hat  whi ch came i n ver y handy 

af t er  I  st ar t ed a home of  my own. I  t hi nk t hat  t hi s ex-

per i ence hel ped my per sonal i t y devel opment  al so as I  became 

l ess t i mi d and l ess sel f - consci ous ar ound Caucasi an peopl e. 

1* Case Hi st or y #59, p. 50. 
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Z have the f ondest  memor i es of  my � . � empl oyer * She 

was except i onal l y good t o me and she di dn't  t r y t o make me 

f eel  l i ke a ser vant  or  an I nf er i or  bei ng* She bought  me a 

l ot  of  dr esses as Z di dn't  have any money t o buy them mysel f  

That  domest i c j ob r ai sed my st andar d of  l i v i ng consi der abl y 

and X got  a good t ast e of  how t he more weal t hy peopl e l i ved* 

1. Case Hi st or y #49, p. 19* 



APPENDIX 

Sampl i ng WRA Recor ds f or  Anal ysi s of  Domest i c 
Ser vant s I n San Fr anci sco 

The WRA Form No. 26 sheet s have been bound i n vol umes, each 

cont ai ni ng the r ecor ds of  £00 i ndi vi dual s . For  sampl i ng, t hose 

vol umes t hat  cont ai ned an est i mat ed minimum of  50 or  more evacuees 

f r om San Fr anci sco were sel ect ed. Ther e were 44 such vol umes, 

ar r anged by ser i al  number  of  t he schedul es. Ever y t hi r d of  

t hese 44 vol umes, or  15 vol umes I n t ot al , were sel ect ed. From 

t he 15 vol umes t he r ecor d of  ever y per son who was bor n i n 1921 

or  bef or e a r epor t ed t hat  he wor ked f ul l - t i me i n San Fr anci sco 

i n Apr i l , 1940, i n a posi t i on whi ch coul d be c l ass i f i ed under  

"domest i c ser vi ce11 by t he 1940 Census i ndust r i al  c r i t er i a was 

t abul at ed and compi l ed i n Tabl e . The Tabl e i ncl udes 176 

such J apanese, and t he per cent age di st r i but i on by sex and nat i vi t y 

as compared wi t h t hat  of  t he Census i s shown bel owi  

U. S . Census (1940) WRA Recor ds, Sampl e X (1940 
� X T . � Per  cent  No. Per  cent  

For ei gn- bor n 
Mal e 429 41.8 106 58.9 
Femal e 189 18.4 56 19.4 

Nat i ve- bor n 
Mal e 
Femal e 

124 12.1 16 8.9 
284 27.7 23 12.8 

1,026 100.0 180 100.0 Tot al  

Si gni f i cant  di f f er ences bet ween t he two t abl es appear  i n t he forei gn«? 

bor n mal e and nat i ve- bor n femal e gr oups. 
% 

To check t hi s di scr epancy f ur t her , t he r emai ni ng f 9 vol ume» 

were di vi ded i nt o 2 f ur t her  sampl es (Sampl e I I  » 15 books succeed-

i ng t hose i n Sampl e Xj  Sampl e I I I  = r emai ni ng 14 books). 
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The t hr ee i ndependent  sampl es gi ve si mi l ar  r esul t s (wi t h 

due r egar d t o t hei r  smal l  si ze and cor r espondi ng l ar ge sampl i ng 

er r or s ). 

Pul l - t i me ser vant s are di st r i but ed as f ol l ows: 
Al l  

Por e i gn- born 
Hal e 
Pernal es 

Nat  1 ve- born 
Mal e 
Pemal e 

Tot al  

Por e i gn- born 
Mal e 
Femal e 

Nat i ve- bor n 
Mal e 
Femal e 

No. * No. * No. 5? t No. ? 

106 58.9 100 53.1 89 56.7 295 56.2 
35 19.4 45 23.9 27 17.2 107 20.4 

16 8.9 18 9.6 11 7. 0 45 8*6 
25 12.8 25 13.3 30 19.1 78 14.9 

180 100.0 188 99.9 157 100.0 525 100.1 

\  f ol l ows} 

1 5.3 0 Q _ 1 1.6 
3 15.8 4 16.7 5 23.8 12 18.8 

1 5.3 3 12.5 7 33.3 11 17.2 
14 73.7 17 70.8 9 42.9 40 62.5 

Tot al  19 24 21 64 100.1 

Conf i ni ng f ul l - t i me and par t - t i me f or  t he t hr ee sampl es gi ves t he 

f ol l owi ng compar i sons wi t h the Census dat a; 

Al l  sampl es U.S. Census 
Ho, % No. » 

Por e i gn- born 
Mal e 
Femal e 

Nat l ve- bor n 
Mal e 
Femal e 

296 50.3 429 41.8 
119 20.2 189 18.4 

56 9.5 124 12.1 
118 20.0 284 27.7 

589 100.0 1,026 100.0 Tot al  

I t  i s appar ent  t hat , even when we combi ne par t - t i me and ful l -

t i me wor ker s, our  sampl es are s t i l l  mar kedl y under r epr esent ed by 
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Ni sei  f emal es. We i nf er , but  cannot  pr ove, as descr i bed on 

pp. above, t hat  t hi s syst emat i c under r epr esent at i on i s 

at t r i but abl e t o (1) er r or s i n r esi dence c l assi f i cat i on i n t he 

Census, (2) movements out  of  t he c i t y by st udent s and ot her  

young peopl e, who r ushed t o J oi n t hei r  f ami l i es bef or e t he 

"f r eezi ng" deadl i ne on evacuat i on. I f , as seems pr obabl e, I ssel  

were f ul l y r epr esent ed i n our  sampl e, we have onl y t wo- t hi r ds 

as many Ni sei  as woul d be "expect ed." On t he basi s of  f ul l -  t i me 

wor ker s al one, we have s l i ght l y l ess t han hal f  as many Ni sei  as 

t he Census pr opor t i ons (whi ch, of  cour se, i ncl ude par t - t i mes) 

pr edi ct �assumi ng compl ete I ssel  r epr esent at i on. 


