
GLOSSARY 

ani - oldest son 
baishakunin - a "go-between" in marriage arrangements 
banzai - hail; long live; long life to 
boco (baka) - stupid; fool 
Bon odori - a dance performed at the Buddhist festival honoring 

spirit of departed ancestors 
Dai Nihon - Great Japan 
daikon - a large white radish 
eta - an outcast class in Japan 
goh - a Japanese game similar to checkers 
gomen kudasai - excuse me 
hakujin - a Causasian; white person 
hana - a Japanese card game 
Issei - first generation Japanese in America; immigrants 
joro - prostitute 
ken - prefecture in Japan 
keto - white person (derogatory) 
Kibei - literally "returned to America"; Nisei educated in Japan 
kifu - cash gift collection 
Kimigayo - Japanese national anthem 
kurombo - Negro (slang) 
mochi - rice cake used.to celebrate the New Year 
namaiki (nei maki per CK) -fresch; impudent 
t 

ne or neh - an ending used for emphasis or to signify a question 
corresponds to you see, you know, or I dare say 
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netsu - fever 
Nihongo - Japanese language 
Nihonmachi - Japanese town; Japanese section of large cities 
Nisei - second generation Japanese in America; children of immigrants 
Oseibo - the 0 is an honorific in Japanese. Seibo is literally end 

of year. CK uses it to refer to an end of year gift 
pakkai or pakkui - sweet and sour spare ribs 
Romaji - Japanese written in Roman alphabet 
sake - rice wine 
Sansei - third generation in America; grandchildren of immigrants 
sukiyaki - a Japanese dish composed of chopped meat and vegetables 
sumo - Japanese wrestling 
yabos - literally rustic, uncouth; derogatory for Japanese 
Yamato Damashii - Japanese spirit 
yogores - rowdies; zoot*suiters (slang, derogatory) 

111 ni mi ' grow; 



TANFORAN NOTES 

Civil Control Stations ware established near centers of Japanese 
American population to "process" the evacuees. Each control station 
was staffed with "a teas of experts" to assist the evacuees and with 
military police "to act as a security group." At the peak of the 
evacuation "as many as 43 Civil Control Stations operated simultane-
ously. " U.S. Army, Western Defense Command and Fourth Army, Final 
Report; Japanese Evacuation from the West Coast. 1942. Washington, 
1943, P* 53» (Hereafter referred to as Final Report.) 
Family groups were united in the assembly centers by a numbering sys-
tem set up at registration* Each family was given a separate number 
which was used to mark the records, baggage, and freight of its indi-
vidual members* All persons with the same number were to be housed 
together in camp* 

The Kikuchi family was assigned to the Tanforan Race Track situated 
near San Francisco* Horse stalls, offices, and grandstand were con-
verted into an assembly ctnter and used from April 28 to October 13, 
1942* Maximum population reached was 7,816 on July 25th. Most Tanforan 
evacuees were from the San Francisco Bay Area* U.S* Army, Western 
Defense Command and Fourth Army, WCCA, Bulletin 12. San Francisco, March 
15, 1943, pp. 100-03. 
Lieutenant General John L* DeWltt, Commanding General of the Western 
Defense Command* The initial recommendation to evacuate Japanese 
Americans had oome from Lieutenant General DeWitt and the evacuation 
was carried out under his oommand* (Final Report, pp* 7-24, ff.) 
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3« (continued) 
The Associated Farmers, an organization of West Coast vegetable growers, 
"favored the use of Japanese on California farms as supervised laborers 
They Mid not publicly favor aass evacuation*e Jacobus tenBroeck, 
Edward N. Barnhart, and Floyd W. Mat son, Prejudice. War, and the Consti-
tution. University of California Press, Berkeley, 1954, P* 192* 

4* Mitch Kunitani, a Nisei friend of CK. 
5. Wang or Warren, a Nisei friend* 
6* During the first few days following his evacuation to Tanforan, CK made 

no entries in his Journal* However, his impressions of the trip to 
Tanforan and initial ajiju^jg^ts are contained in a series of letters 
written to a Nisei friend, who was a social worker travelling from area 
to area assisting the evacuees* Four of these letters are inserted 
here and may be thought of as an essential part of the Journal since CK 
indicated in the letters that he hoped eventually to Incorporate them 
into his Journal* 

7* Ann Kunitani (Mitch's wife), who was assisting in assigning housing* 
Neither the assenfcly nor relocation centers were quite ready for occu-
pancy when the first evacuees arrived* Invariably the physical plant 
was only partially constructed, administrative procedures were not yet 
clearly defined, and community organization had not yet crystallized* 
In the early days of camp, both evacuees and administrative staff 
worked wholeheartedly to bring as much order and comfort as possible* 
Many evacuees volunteered to work immediately after arriving, and much 
of the burden of organization fell upon these persons* U.S. Department 
of Interior, WRA, Impounded People: Japanese Americans in the Relocation 
Centers. Washington, 1946* 
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8. Although Deki had not yet been evacuated, CK anticipated that she, as 
a resident of San Francisco, would be sent to Tan for an after her work 
was completed, 

9« According to the U.S. Census of 1940, only 45 percent of the foreign-
born Japanese and 40 percent of American-born Japanese were employed 
In agriculture, 

10« The Native Sons of the Golden West, some West Coast chapters of the 
American Legion, and the California Joint Immigration Committee had 
demanded that all persons of Japanese descent be deprived of American 
citizenship. The extent of anti-Japanese sentiment snd its influence 
upon the evacuation is discussed in Prejudice. War» and the Constitu-
tion. Chaps« 1, 2, 4* 

11« CK felt that anti-Japanese sentiment stemmed from the "foreign ways" 
of many Issel and Nisei* His belief that Americanization would lead 
to an end of discrimination is expressed repeatedly in the original 
diary. GeuullVSfc repetitions of this theme have been deleted. 

In a letter to Mariko written just before leaving Tanforan he 
writesi 

All of the school authorities and my friends have been swell in 
this whole affair and sometimes I wonder where all this anti-
Jap hatred is coming from. Of course, in times like this with 
so much at stake, people are bound to get a little hysterical 
and do things that they would not do under rational conditions* 
Then the Japanese really don't appreciate all that has been 
done for them because they don't get the information. However, 
you can be assured that they will be taken care of in a very 



11. (continued) 
humane manner. It1« up to people like you who have gone out to 
prove to other Americans that we are Americans too, even If we 
have yellow fever faces2 

12. "The Assembly Centers were largely staffed by personnel 'borrowed1 from 
the $orks Project Administration." Final Report, p. 222. 

13. Even before the relocation centers were established, The War Relocation 
Authority (WRA) began making plans to assure evacuees "for the duration 
of the war and as nearly as wartime exigencies permit an equitable sub-
stitute for the life, work, and homes given up, and to facilitate par-
ticipation in the productive life of America both during and after the 
war." (WRA, "Tentative Policy Statement," mimeographed, May 29, 1942) 
Every able-bodied evacuee was to be given an opportunity for productive 
work and for participation in well-rounded community life. Projects 
were to be made self-supporting and evacuees would, in the course of 
time, organize and administer local self-government. More than 27,000 
evacuees representing over 30 percent of the total evacuee population 
were employed in productive tasks at the assembly centers. (Final 
Report, pp. 205-206). An even larger number worked in the relocation 
centers. "On September 30 ¿194,27 the total number of evacuees reported 
on the payroll for all operating centers was approximately 33,000 out 
of nearly 56,000 people in residence." U.S. Department of the Interior, 
War Relocation Authority, WRA. A Stonr of Human Conservation. Washing-j 

ton, 1946, p. 80. For a description of employment within the WEA 

centers see also The Spoilage, pp. 33-36. 

M 
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"Theft," in the sense of taking government property for private use, 
became very common among the evacuees* Many more instances are reported 
in the original diary* 
Workers were classified into three grades* Professional and technical 
(P* and T*) workers, skilled workers, and unskilled workers* A forty 
hour week was expected of all workers* Badges were distributed to all 
workers indicating not only that they were workers but also their rank* 
At the time of evacuation Miyako was 11, Takeshi (Tom) 13, Bette 15, 
Emiko 18, Alice 23, Jack 25 and CK 26* 
Mr* Kikuchi was on a diabetic diet. 
Dolores Ingojo, a friend of Jack's from San Francisco, who was of Philip-
pine descent* 

Angelo Badella, a friend of Alice's from San Francisco, who was of Italian 

descent* 
Mr* Oreen was director of the service division in charge of health, edu-
cation, recreation, and welfare* 

Diagram of Assembly Center Organization* 

Headquarters 
WCCA 

U.S. Post Office Executive Office 
Assembly Center Manager 

Assistant Manager 

Internal Security 
Police Chief 

Internal Relations 
Officer 

Public 
Relations 
Officerv 

Center Cashier Executive 
Assistants 

Service Division Works Division Finance Division Mess and 
Lodging 
Division 

•Abridged from Final Report, p* 223 
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21* In a letter to Marlko on this same da/ Alio« writesi 
We have been having lots of fun with Charlie. He has a girl 
friend named Hideko or Deki, and we tease him because he writes 
to her every night. So far she hasn't answered his letters, 
and every time he comes home he asks for mail, there just ain't 
none* X have a hunch he thinks we're holding out on him. 

22* Nisei who had been educated in Japan are called "Kibei" and at the 
time of the evacuation numbered about 10,000. U.S. Department of the 
Interior, WEA: Legal and Constitutional Phases of the WRA Program. 
Washington, 1946, p. 7» In a more limited sense, the term Kibei re-
fers only to those who had returned from Japan steeped in Japanese cul-
ture and possessed of a pro-Japan political orientation* There was a 
great deal of hostility between them and the more Americanized Nisei. 
CK usually uses the term Kibei in its more limited meaning. 

23* After several thefts a group of Nisei volunteered to patrol the 
barracks and »ess halls after dark, assisting the Army M.P.'s on duty* 
Warren (Wang) and Jimmy were Nisei friends of CK. 

24* The Young Democrats (I D's) was an organisation of "liberal" Nisei* 
The I D's tended to consider the more conservative Nisei organization, 
the Japanese American Citisens League, as "reactionary." The Young 
Democrats were often regarded by the latter as "intellectuals, radicals, 
and even communists." Impounded Peoples Japanese Americans in the 
Relocation Centers, p. 30. CK was a Young Democrat. 

25* The search was for contraband items overlooked at time of entry. 

26* The sex ratio of the Japanese in America was still unbalanced by the 
large number of single men who had migrated to the United States between 
1900 and 1924. According to the 1940 Census there were 127 males per 



26. (continued) 
100 females among persons of Japanese ancestry in the western states« 

27« Former classmates at the University of California. 
28. The late Harry Cassit̂ y, Director of the School of Social Work at the 

University of California, and CK's former teacher. CK was ons of the 
few Japanese Americans who had professional training in social work* 

29« At the time of the evacuati on, Jack was a sophomore at San Francisco 
State College* 

30* Assembly and relocation canters enjoyed limited self-government« Each 
barracks had an elected house manager. A dozen or so barracks together 
with a dining and recreation hall, a laundry, and lavatory and bathing 
facilities formed a block. Each block elected a block manager -
frequently an Issei. These block managers formed the Block Managers 
Council tfiich was responsible to the Community Council. Members of the 
Community Council, however, were elected and although all persons over 
16 years of age, irrespective of citizenship, were eligible to vote, 
aliens could not hold office in the Community Council. See U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, WRA, Community Government in War Relocation 
Centers. 1946« 

31« The Japanese American Citisene League, organised in 1937, was the lead-
ing spokesman for thè Nisei prior to the war. Its membership was 
restricted to American citizens and its purpose was to improve the 
economic and politicai status of both Nisei and Issei. At the time of 
the Pearl Harbor attack it had some fifty chapters (chiefly on the West 
Coast) and about 7,000 members. When many Issei were interned immedi-
ately after Pearl Harbor, the JACL became the principal spokesman for 
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31. (continued) 
the Japanese in America, The national headquarters and many local chap-
ters sent pledges of allegiance to the President of the United States 
and offered cooperation to the FBI in the apprehension of disloyal 
Japanese* "These activities soon earned for the Nisei leaders the repu-
tation of being inu (informers: literally 'dogs1)* and of betraying the 
parent generation*" The Spoilage, p. 21* The JACL rapidly expanded 
not only its influence but also its membership which increased to 21,000 
by the time of the evacuation. 

32. The battle of Coral Sea (May 7-3) was hailed as a great victory for 
American sea power* First reports exaggerated the extent of the vic-
tory. 

33* Camp population on this date was 6,684* WCCA, Bulletin 12, p* 100* 
34* Family letters to Kariko (other than those from CK or Jack) paint a 

somewhat more optimistic picture of csmp life* In one letter Alice 
writess 

If I say anything good about camp life, don*t tell Charlie, or 
Jack, because they feel I shouldn't write anything complimentary 
about it* Instead, according to them, if I write about bad con-
ditions of the camp, you people should spread it around, as our 
constitutional rights have been kicked around and we should let 
people on the outside know that we object very strenuously* Then, 
they say, if people know what goes on in camp, maybe we'll have 
more improvements* 

35* The Native Sons of the Golden West and the California Joint Immigra-
tion Committee were organisations with a long record of anti-Orientalism* 
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35* (continued) 
S«« Prejudice. War and Constitution. Chap®. I and II, According to 
Japan««« law, an American-born Japanese held Japan«se citizenship un-
less he formally renounced citizenship. By American law, however, the 
Nisei acquired American citizenship as a birthright. Thus many Nisei 
had "dual citizenship." Ibid., p. 271. In the early nineteen thirties, 
CK, like many other Missel, renounced his Japanese citizenship. 

36. In a later entry CK gives a different version of the case of C. S. 
He did not escape through a hole in the fence. He rode out of 
the front gate with some workmen. Since he looks Caucasian, he 
was not noticed. C. S. is very bitter about the fact that he 
has Japanese blood in him. He particularly resents the fact 
that people stare at him and wonder why he is here. 

37. Mess hall workers were classified as "unskilled" with the exception of 
cooks who were rated "skilled." Wages were later increased for the 
three grades to 12, 16, and 19 dollars per month. At the relocation 
centers "the $16 wage became general, the $12 wage was abandoned (except 
for learners), arri hospital and other workers whose service was regarded 
as especially important for the general welfare were paid $19." 
Impounded People, p* 59« 

38. All evacuees, whether working or not, were given a monthly allowance in 
scrip. Evacuees under 16 years of age received one dollar per month. 
Those over 16 received scrip valued at $2.$0j however, the maximum for 
a married couple without children was $4.50 and the maximum for any 
single family was $7« 50. The available community services such as shoe 
repairs, barber and beauty services, etc. were obtainable only in 
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38. (continued) 
exchange for scrip. Cash as a medium of exchange was not permitted, 

(final Report, p. 224.) 
39. Throughout the diary CK's estimates have not been questioned unless it 

seemed essential for an understanding of the event or situation 
described. His estimate of the number of college graduates at Tanforan 
is probably high. 

40« Japanese Americans as a group were predominantly Buddhist] however, 
there were marked generational and regional differences. Christianity 
was more prevalent among Nisei, among nonagricultural classes, and 
among Northwesterners. The Salvage, pp. 65-71* 

41. The "Broadway" of Tokyo* 
42. The Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA) was created on March 11, 

1942 by the General Staff of the Western Defense Command as an agency 
"to carry out assigned missions /evacuation/ involving civil control." 
(Final Report, p. 41.) On March 18th by Presidential Order the War Re-
location Authority (WRA) was organised in Washington. Its task was 
"the relocation (of evacuees) in appropriate places, providing for their 
needs in such manner as smy be appropriate, and supervising their 
activities." (Final Report, p. 50.) 

43. The nature of the camp situation made it extremely difficult for 
/ 

parents to maintain strict control of children. Spicer notesi 
A constant refrain in the early days of the centers was that chil-
dren were getting out of control, that family life was breaking 
down. The constant complaint reflected the anguish of the new 
adjustment more than any real breakdown of this family. The public 
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43. (continued) 
display of parent-child relations, and the grouping of children 
around their age mates, rather than their parents, in the mess 
halls, were tending to break down the morale of parents to a 
greater extent than they were actually setting new standards of 
behavior for childr«i.n Impounded People; Japanese Americans in 
the Relocation Centers. p. 69* 

44, In a letter to Mariko, Alice writes of this: 

Charlie and Jackie always complain about this and that, and say 
we girls are lazy, but X for one say that the girls come in more 
handy than the boys, except Jackie perhaps — he had to do all 
the heavy work and help around, but they don't count in the 
little daily things we do. 

45» Mariko, as mentioned earlier, is CK's older sister — 27 years old at 

this time. She moved to Chicago during the period of voluntary evacua-

tion* 
46« In February 1942 a Congressional Committee under the Chairmanship of 

Representative John H. Tolan of California held hearings on the West 
Coast regarding the need for evacuation, instances of alleged sabotage, 
and related matters* These were published as U.S. Congress, House 
Report Number 2124, 77th Congress, 2nd Session, May 13» 1942. 

47. Early in the WRA's existence, its officials devised a plan to 
recruit a large body of trained workers who could be moved from 
area to area as employment opportunities arose, and made provi-
sion for the group, called the War Relocation Work Corps, in the 
agency's executive order.*** &ilistment was open to males and 
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47* (continued) 
females sixteen years or over* aliens or citizens. Applicants 
were required to take an oath that they would remain in the corps 
for the duration of the war (no shorter enlistment was allowed) , 
would accept whatever pay the WBA determined, and were prepared 
to be moved about at the discretion of the WRA....When evacuees 
arrived at the various assembly and relocation centers in the sum-
mer of 1942, they were solicited to take the oath of enlistment in 
the work corps« But the project was greeted with suspicion and 
the response was poor. Prejudice. War, and the Constitution, p. 145. 

ttie project was abandoned within a few months. See WRA. A Story of Human 
Conservation, pp. 76-79. 

48. In traditional Japanese families it is customary for daughters to marry 
in order of age with the eldest marrying first. 

49. When the evacuation proclamation was issued (March 2, 1942) not only all 
persons of Japanese ancestry but also all German and Italian aliens 
were to be excluded from the West Coast. In the early days of the 
evacuation, many evacuees believed that German and Italian aliens would 
follow than into the centers. Ho mass evacuation of German and Italian 
aliens occurred. 

50. The Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Study being conducted 
under the auspices of the University of California Dorothy S. 
Thomas, director). See Introduction, page While this is the first 
mention in the diary of this study in which CK was to become an active 
worker, CK evidently had been discussing it previously with some of 
the staff observers at Tanforan. 
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51« Prior to the evacuation Alice had been unable to find employment other 
than as a domestic servant, even though she had graduated from a busi-
ness college* 

52. These visiting Japanese were from areas not yet evacuated and from the 
armed forces* 

53. Obtaining permission to leave camp was contingent upon having employment 
guaranteed outside camp. Mariko had obtained a promise of a job as a 
domestic servant for Alice who responded as followsJ nI really should 
hate to go back to housework now* As it is, 1 get good experience in 
typing and maybe can get a good recommendation from here so that I could 
get a similar position in Chicago*" 

54* Davis was assistant camp manager* 
£ffjjW /r*̂ JtAr} 

55* Tom Shibutani, a Nisei, directed the staff workers of the Evacuation and A 
Resettlement Study at Tanforan* 

56* Initially only persons in Military Area No* 1 were evacuated* Later all 
persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the California portion 
of Military Area Ho* 2. The Japanese had been ttencouraged explicitly 
by various government agenciesH to believe that Military Area Ho* 2 would 
not be evacuated* (The Spoilage, p. 12*) Japanese in Military Area 
Ho* 2 in Washington, Oregon, and Arizona were not evacuated* 

57* In the spring of 1942 the Army granted permission to evacuees to leave 
camp temporarily for private employment in harvesting certain crops* To 
be eligible evacuees had to receive security clearance! they were not to 
be employed in the evacuated zones} and they were to be guarded by mili-
tary police. The United States Employment Service recruited the workers. 
The program was entirely voluntary. Ho evacuee was forced to work either 
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57. (continued) 
inside or outside camp. "ApproximatelyID,000 evacuees left WCCA and 
WRA centers during 1942 for seasonal agriculture work....̂ jr conserva-
tive estimates they probably saved enough beets to make nearly a 
quarter of a billion pounds of sugar." WRA. A Story of Human Conserva-
tion. p. 32. 

58. ...more than 4,000 evacuees, almost one half of the total group of 
voluntary migrants, moved to the California portion of Military 
Area No. 2, with travel permits and in some cases traveling funds 
provided by the military authorities. Suddenly, on June 2, 1942, 
the Commanding General of the Western Defense Command and the 
Fourth Army issued Public Proclamation Number Six, prohibiting 
all persons of Japanese ancestry from leaving the California por-
tion of Military Area No. 2, establlriiing a curfew for them and 
announcing that thsy would be excluded "from said California por-
tion of Military Area No. 2 by future orders or proclamations." 
The first Civilian Exclusion Order for this area was issued on 
June 27, and by August 8 all persons of Japanese ancestry, aliens 
and citizens alike, had been removed from the eastern part of 
California. The Spoilage, pp. 12-13. 

59. In seeking to explain the reason for the evacuation the influence of 
anti-Japanese pressure groups was often stressed both at this time 
and in later studies of the evacuation, cf. fic»,1q4l9t» W a r  

Constitution, pp. 185-208. 
60. The Jarvis1 had been Alice's pre-evacuation employers. 
61. The assembly centers were intended as temporary refuges pending the 



61. (continued) 
construction of more permanent camp« under the War Relocation Authority, 
It was these latter type camps which were being discussed at the meet-
ing described above. While the relocation centers were to be under the 
control of the WRA, a civilian agency, the War Department retained veto 
power over the selection of sites and construction of camps. The relo-

. cation centers also were declared military areas subject to the control 
of the Military Police. (Final Report, p. 240.) 

62. On Hay 29, 1942 the National Japanese American Student Relocation Coun-
cil was formed with the support of the WRA, the War Department, and 
many colleges and universities. After July 1942 evacuees were permitted 
to attend any of the approved colleges or Junior colleges, and approxi-
mately 400 took advantage of this provision. Prior to the creation of 
the Council, a Student Relocation Committee formed at the University of 
California had succeeded in obtaining clearance for seventy-five 
students to attend schools in non-restricted parts of the country. 
Prejudice» War, and the Constitution, p. 144. 

63. There were few other Japanese American families in Vallejo and 

Mr. Kikuchi * s slight knowledge of English hampered association with 

Caucasians. 
64. For a description and analyses of "Iessi-Nisei11 conflict see The Sal-

vage. pp. 18-19, 1J2-35J Alexander Leighton, The Governing of Men. 
pp. 74-79, 94-96} People in Motloni The Postwar Adjustment of the 
Evacuated Japanese, pp. 193-201. The conflict was present even before 
evacuation and reflected a conflict of cultures, of generations, and 
also the disparity in ages between Issei fathers and children. It was 
aggravated by the evacuation which brought Issei and Nisei into close 

A 
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6k* (continued) 
contact under difficult living conditions• The {»rent generation oftan 
looked with disfavor upon public dances, movies, and similar camp 
activities which attracted large crowds of unchaperoned Nisei. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kikuchi vainly sought to keep Bette and Emiko from attending the 
dances which Alice, Jack, and CK, being older, were permitted to attend. 
Family arguments about this were frequent and for the most part have 
been deleted. Family letters from this period also contain many refer-
ences to these quarrels. 

65. The grandstand had been converted into a dormitory for single men. 

66. The Community Council, through which evacuees exercised limited self-

government . 
67. In the months preceding the evacuation Alice had been the effective 

head of the family, providing its economic support and making major 
decisions. CK and Jack were away at College. Mariko also was away 
from home working as a domestic servant in Los Angeles. , After the 
evacuation Mr. Kikuchi and later other members of the family came to 
look upon CK as the "head." 

68. The et£ were an outcast class in Japan with a status corresponding to 
the "untouchablesH in India. Many eta emigrated to Hawaii and the 
United States to avoid discriminatory treatment in Japan. 

69. A camp official in charge of employment. 
70. On June 7, 1942, the War Department discontinued the induction of 

Nisei into the Armed forces and classified Nisei as IV-C (not accept-
able for service because of ancestry). At this time several thousand 
Japanese Americans were already in the Army. U.S. Department of the 
Interior, VffiA, The Evacuated People: A quantitative Description, p. 125 
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All Japanese printed matter, with the exception of a few religious 
books, were supposed to have been confiscated. 

Except for snail areas near vital military installations, the East 

Coast was not restricted* 
The Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Study. (See Intro-
duction and Hote 50.) CK had become a part-time worker for the study 
at Tanforan. The proposition to which CK refers was an offer by 
Dorothy Thomas to employ him as a Aill-time worker if he would go to 
the relocation center to be located at Gila River, Arkansas. 
Gila Kiver Relocation Center. This center was located on the Gila 
River Indian Reservation about 45 miles southeast of Phoenix. Approxi-
mately 17,000 acres of desert land were leased from the Pima Indians 
by the War Relocation Authority. The "we* refers to CK and his family. 
Most of the staff of the study were working in three major "labora-
tories" i Tula Lake Center in northern California, Poston in Arizona, 
and Minidoka in Idaho. The evacuees preferred Tule lake partly be-
cause it was closer to their former homes and partly because the 
climate there would be less extreme than at the other camps. 
The Kikuchis frequently held family council to make major decisions. 
Descriptions of them have been deleted in several cases other than 
noting the ultimate decisions made. 
Only seven of the nine family members voted. Jack and Alice did not 
vote since neither expected to go to a relocation center. Jack hoped 
to leave camp for college, and Alice planned to go to Chicago. While 
it was a "secret" ballot it was known how each member voted. Accord-
ing to CK, Bette, Emiko, Miyako and CK voted for Gilaj Tom for Tule 
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76. (continued) 
Lake, and Pop and Mom for Tanforan. Mr. and Mrs. Kikuchi realized that 
they could not stay at tanforan but voted this way to remain «neutral.n 

Family letters reveal some of the differing attitudes. Jack to Marikos 
"I don't think it is advisable to request going to Arizona because itfs 
BO warn there, but Charles has some idea that it will be most produc-
tive there." Alice to Mariko: "We had a big discussion before we came 
to the decision. If we go to Arizona, we will be the first family 
there so we may get a choice as to best location, jobs, and house.* 

77. Family quarrels accompanied the evacuation, with its disruption of nor-

mal family life. Spicer writes of this« 
The husband was no longer in the position of principal breadwinner, 
in many families, his wife and his older children often drawing the 
same monthly wage. There was an accompanying sense of loss of 
prestige on the part of the husband and of independence on the part 
of the wife. More important for the woman was the real independ-
ence from housework....Some older women found time heavy on their 
hands and often sought jobs in the mess hall washing dishes, serv-
ing, and cleaning. Even such daytime activities, however, did not 
take their energies and hence there was a steadily increasing 
enthusiasm among the older women for new activities — classes in 
English/ in singing, in flower arrangement and even in writing 
Japanese poetry. The women began to enjoy the new freedom early, 
and at least the older ones began to find center life stimulating 
and interesting." Impounded Peoples Japanese Americana in the 
Relocation Centers, pp. 69-70. See also People in Motion: The Post-
war Adjustment of the Evacuated Japanese Americans, pp. 198-201. 



78. For a description of art work® created in camp see Beauty Behind Barbed 

Wire by Allen H.. Eaton, N.Y., Harper, 1952. 
79. Robert P. Spencer, a Caaiuuiern staff member of the California study. 
80. 0-bon Odori (or Bon Odori) is a traditional Buddhist festival honoring 

the dead. Participants wear colorful kimonos, and there is ceremonial 
music and dancing. Evacuees sat with their visitors in the grandstand. 
Visitors were not permitted in the evacuee homes without a special per-
mit. 

81. In the unabridged diary CK reports many of the rumors (often fantastic) 
which swept camp. 

82. Morton Grodzins, a Owwee*an staff member on the California study. 
$3. CK failed to note in his journal that after contacting Dorothy Thomas 

on July 22nd it was decided that he, Bette, Emiko, and Tom would pre-
cede the rest of the family to Gila. When Mrs. Kikuchi was well enough 
to travel, it was planned to have the remainder of the family come to 
Gila. 

84. "At each center the first contingent of evacuees to arrive was a small 
group of able-bodied Nisei who volunteered to leave the assembly centers 
earlier and prepare the WRA communities for the main influx of residents." 
WRA, A Storv of Human Conservation, p. 80. The first evacuees arrived 
at Gila on July 20, 1942. By the end of July the camp population >»8 
2,106. The Evacuated People. A Quantitative Description, pp. 18-19. 
The rapid influx,overtaxed the partially completed facilities, 

85. CK's autobiography had tppea 
(fS 

t.overtaxed the partially completed iaciJJLW.es. v ^ ̂  
C

(l

 Cu Urw^Hk dm^wuBj 
>hy had appeared in an earlier book by Louis 'Adamic, 

From Many Lands. J 

86. In a letter to Marlko written months earlier (April *42) Alice speaks 



— 
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86. (continued) 
of her engagementJ 

If Angelo goes to Chicago and gets a job we can get married right 
away. He's already given me a diamond ring — and ie it a honey* 
Please don't tell even your best friend because only Bette, Emiko, 
and Tom know about it and I'd get into trouble if the news leaked 
out. You see, Pop can't understand how I could fall for an Occi-
dental person instead of a Japanese and it seems to worry him 
greatly. 

Alice's letters do not reveal just when she and Angelo announced their 
intentions to Mr* Kikuchi, but she implies that it was shortly after 
the evacuation to Tanforan. 

87. A list of major events occurring in the assembly center during the five 
months of its operation. 

88. Mitch and Ann Kunitani had been transferred to the Colorado River War 
Relocation Center located at Poston, Arizona. 

89. In a letter to Kariko, Alice writes of CK's 21 pieces of luggage: 
Xou may be interested in knowing that Charlie's stuff that went 
to Arizona weighed 2403 lbs, and I have never received such a 
ribbing about how much of the camp the Kikuchi's went off with. 
We had to take apart our table, benches, and packed all the loose 
lumber we had, as there is a lumber shortage in Arlsona. 
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he finally settled down &8 a barber in the waterfront district of Vallejo, 
olose to the Mare Island Naval Base« 

Mrs* Kikuchi was a "pioture bride" ( ) whose marriage was arranged 
in 1915 by a broker in Japan for the sum of 1̂ 00« She was seventeen years 
younger than Nakajiro, well educated, and came from an upper middle class 

. .4 jj* s-rC c % ill ¡J a '¿its $ td cJrfit -nil A A UPTUL 
Tokyo family. Ae she later recounted to her American born children, she 
did not see her husband until the day of her wedding. She and jjer family 
had accepted in good faith the groom's claim that he was a "rich American 
Businessman« t 

The illusion of wealth was brutally, dispelled upon her arrival in 
Amerioa. Ae she walked along the streets of San Francisco dressed in her 
Japanese kimona, she looked up at the high buildings and large houses and 
inquired if their home was as large. Her husband's reply tiat his was 
smaller, hardly prepared her fro the shack located across the mud flats j ' 
of Vallejo in the midst of dilapidated stores, hovels, ax\d houses of 
prostitution. Her shook was compounded by the discovery that he was a 
barber̂  a trade of low status in Japan. Tfor wsw Rome had two rooms: 
in the front room was the barbar shop; the fifteen-by-twenty foot back 
room served as complete living quarters. In this setting the T>ride who 
had been accustomed to servants and the amenities of a middle elaes family 
learned to keep„house* 

Domestic discord soon developed. Mrs. Kikuchi was lonely, homesick 
"«iMtf-wu TTiM 0 

for her family and Japan, and she was unable to speak English. Mr. Kikuohi 
was inclined to be jealous of his wife and to avoid oontaot with other 
Japanese» His addition to alcohol, strong before marriage, increased greatly 
and with it came frequent outbursts of violence and cruelty. 
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The first child, a girl, was born in 1915 end named Mariko. A year 
later the first son, OK, was born. Just prior to his birth violent quarrels 
forced a separation and Mrs* Kikuchi entered a San Francisco institution 
for unwed mothere. OK and his mother give the year as 19171 however, his 
birth certificate is dated 1916* He was given what he describes as a 
Mscrewy Japanese name;" eo great is his antipathy to his name that he 
steadfastly refuses to disclose it* Customers in the barber ehop later 
gave him the name "Charlie} which he continued to use in later years. 
Each of the children was given a Japanese name which they Anglicized as 
they grewoolder — a common practice amond the Nisei* Shortly after the 
birth of OK, the Kikuohis were reconciled and Mrs* Kikuchi returned to 
Vallejo* Six more children were borns a son, Jiro or Jack, in 1917; 
HAruko or Alice in 1919; Einiko or Amy In 1924; lurlko or Bette in 1926; 
Takeehi or Tom in 1929; end Miyako or Marjorie in 1951* 

The pattern of living in the Kikuchi home was a mixture of old and 
new world customs* Both Japanese and Amerioan dished were served with 
chopsticks* American dress was the rule except for Japanese house slippere* 
Just before entering San Francisco har&or, Mr. Kikuchi had his bride throw 
overboard all of her Japanese clothing except for her bridal kimono and the 
one she was wearing. Japaneee bathing customs were followed with the family 
bathing in euccession in two large wooden tubs. The language at home wae 
entirely Japanese, and neither OK nor his older sister knew any English at 
the time they entered school - a fact that was to set off a chain of night-
marish evente for OK* 



>6 

These events are recalled in a series of recollections that C| 
wrote down for Louis Adamic and which Adamic rephrased for his book 
From Many Land a s ( ) 

i 
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Thereafter OK recalle being subjected to almost daily tortures. 

To see if OK had "Japanese fortitude" Mr. Kikuohi would pinoh his arms 
with pliers. The louder OK yelled, the hardef he would pinch, For 

UrifC* /Uul fzrULA CZXIXIDYVEUU 

a while Mrs. Kikuchi left homeland went on relief, but Jfcfcr separation 
did not lessen Nakajiro's hatred of his son despite his promisee to 
reform. The seven-year old ohlld was badly terrorized and neither he 
nor ̂ fee-other members of his family understood the reason for ̂ iis 
htred. Many years later OK/learned-that his father believed 01»tile (%nJ ' 7 
was not his own son. > ( 

l&vL* JLx/ZLO AjQ^CAJLL 
Fearing for OK's life, Mrs. Kikuohi suggested sending-Mm to Japan to 

HLL %JCKKjuuu^ Qy^^m^^i^JLriLJ f^^^T^ 
be adopted by her^brother; Mr. Kikuctfi refused but peKsaded a friend In 
'San Francisco to adopt him. When the fll̂ nd was imprisoned for embezzle-" 
- {LlUL 9a ¡Mjd^-ft^ d U ^ iZJuajJL /ienTTOjuJ ^ 
ment, Mr. Kikuohi refused to take Oharlie back and he became a ward of the 
court placed, by court order, in a small private orphanage. Public 

QjtinrT-^ 
authorities soea. closed the orphanage, however, after a small child died 
of maltreatment, and OK was depoited at the Kikuohi home in Vallejd^| 
Again the savage beatings began and to protect him Mrs. Kikuohi again 
left home — this time seeking advioe from a Japanese lawyer in San 
Francisco. On his recommendation OK was placed in the 

C^ /QJ^JJ-Ojl kuuujtfiAJLb d c a o }&2UJ«JJI fa duiILujQ uuu-Jt^f 
in Northern California, and Mrs. Kikuchi returned to Vallejo witfi the j?h . 
other ohlldran. -

When OK entered "the ffcrne" as he called it, he was eight years old, 
and he remained there for the next ten years during which J?ime he did , 

ftUss 7hrSf<ULA OCnjJuk *Lt t ti^XiL, IxULffc^ <U-tSV 
not see or hear directly from any member of his famil^y^He was the only AJL£±-d 
Japanese boy itr "the and was quickly accepted by~tne children and 
the administrative staff. He soon acquired a knowledge of English and 
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was able to complete three grades in one year, catching up with hie age k 
Either from resentment or immersion in a non-Japanese environment, A group, 

he completely forgot the Japanese language. 
Three years after his admission to "the ljome" CK's mother had the 

Japanese lawyer visit him to inquire if he wanted to return to Vallejo. 
OK could not understi|id a word of the lawyer's Japanese and asked him to 

speak English. /The lawyer upbraided him for his "lack of Japanese spirit" 
> V 

but was compelled to speak English to make his pointy^ His message was that̂ W 

his father had somewhat softened and his mother thought it safe for him to 
return if he wanted to. OK answered with a loud "no." He could not be 
persuaded to change and kept shouting "no.1 When the lawyer left, OK 

locked himself in his room and cried. , mm ^ ' In I954 he graduated from high school, ranking fourth in his class. A. 
Six months later he left "the $ome" with a new suit of clothes and twenty 
dollars. He went to San francieco where for the first time since his 
ea rly childhood he was away from the tolerant environment of "the 4ime," 
and for the first time J^oecame aware of the meaning of minority group 

K 

status.^^Discrimination surprised, hurt, and infuriated him. Until 
then he had not realized that a difference in appearance made so much 
difference in treatment. 



A series of similar rebuffs caused him to go to the Japanese sect-
ion of San Franoisoo where, although he felt alien and could not under-
stand the language and customs, he was at least not refected* 

After he had been in San Francisco for three months, CK visited 
his family in Vallejo. This visit is described in the Adamic 
Documents 



During the next few monthe (fall and winter of 1954-55) OK netted 
Vallejo about every ten days and gradually became acquainted with his family, 
His older sister, Mariko, remembered him and extended the warmest greeting, 
offering to help him find a Job, She was working as a domestic and during 
the past few years had been the chief support of the family not only in 
the sense of contributing financially but also in assuming responsibility 
for major decisions and for the younger children. 

His second sister, Alice, had graduated from High School 
a t the head of her class and taken a secretarial course in a business 
college. Unable to find secretarial work she too was forced into domestic 
service. At this time Alice was|jjginning to relieve Mariko of the resposi-
bility for family support. 

His younger brother Jaok (18 years old at this time) had graduated 
iroffl High Sehool and had held a series of jobs including 

migratory farm laborer, houseboy, and Olfilian Conservation Corps (000). 
The other four ohildren were either in school or of pre-school age. 

The immediate problem facing OK was to find employment. After weeks 
of job hunting he obtained, through the assistance of the direotor of 
"the home," a position as athletic instructor in a school for Japanese 
boys. But his inability to speak or understand Japanese,and his ignorance 
of Japanese customs so handicapped him that he was soon discharged. He 
tried a series of day labor Jobs in the "little Tokyo*section of San Pran-
cisco which barely provided him with enough money to exist. Domestic 
service Jobs were plentiful, but they were extremely distasteful to him, 



so that It was as a last resort that he beoame a houseboy for a Caucas-
ian family* Hie employers proved to be genermus and sympathetic and, 
realising his aversion to servant status, permitted him to work without 
the customary white coat of the house boy* They encouraged him to atten^ 
college, and eo arranged his "ĵ urs that he was able to enter £|||i Francisco 
State f̂ llege in the fall of 1952* Once again he found himself among 
tolejjipit» sympathetic people; he made friends chiefly with Caucasians, 
deliberately avoiding Japanese Americans, In Kay 1959 he graduated first 
in his class with highest honors* 

Following graduation OK left his houseboy job and again had difficulty 
finding employment* In Jftvmics words s 

At college OK had majored in history hoping to teach in the public 
schools, but jobs were scarce, the country had not yet recovered from the 
depression, and even^Perienced Caucasian teachers were without work at 
this time* Once again CK drifted into the Japanese section to lead a 
"hand-to-mouth" existence over the summer. During the fall and winter 
of 1959 he was employed as a research worker by the National Touth Administ-
ration. The following spring he and his brother Jack joined a gang of Jap-



agricultural workers doing "stoop labor" ten hours a day for twenty-five 
cents an hour. They tried agitating for 50 cents an hour and were run 
out of camp. 

In the autumn of 19^0 OK returned to San Francisco, He became 
associated with a group of Nisei •rowdies'1 known informally as the Taraa-
moto (|prage ̂ pag and spent hie time drinking, gambling, visiting houses 
of prostitution, and leading the disorganized life of a gang member. 
When he hit it lucky» he loafed; when he lost» he temporarily reverted to 
houseboy. During this period he seldom visited his family. 

In the spring of 19^1 he obtained a job as chauffeur driving a 
family through the Pacific Northwest and Canada. On this trip he resolved 
to continue his education although he had not decided on a career. He 
applied to several colleges and — after one final summer of "hand-to-
mouth8 living, working at the San Francisco Fair and the Reno cribs 
where he gambled away the last of his earnings — he was admitted to the 
graduate school of the University of California at Berkeley to work for 
a certificate in social work, a one year course of study. 

The course at Berkeley was the first in a series of graduate studies 
in which CK earned his M. A. degree in social work. He completed six 
months at Berkeley before being evaouated on March and was allowed to 
take his final exams by special permission. The attack of December 7th 
came midway as he was midway in his year of graduate study. 



Following the attack on Pearl Harbor events moved swiftly for 
Japanese Americans on the West Ooast. Presidential proclamations of 
December 7 and 8 made all enemy aliens, Italian, German and Japanese, subject 
to many restrictions* they were forbidden to travel except within certain 
limit s, prohibited from possessing certain contraband articles, and excluded 
from area8 around vital installations. Those suspected of subversive act-
ivities were arrested. <4 large proportion of the enemy aliens in the 
United States at this time were Japanese because most Japanese immigrants 
were ineligible for citizenship under the Naturalisation Act of 1790. 
By February IS, 1942 more than twelve hundred Japanese Americans from the 
West Ooast had been placed under arrest. 

The Kikuchi family living olose to the Mare Island Naval Station was 
forced to leave Vallejo in February. Several prominent citiasens of Vallejo 
sent a petition to Washington asking that the Kikuohis be permitted to 
remain, but it was unsuccessful and the family moved to San Francisco. 



M&riko returned home to assist but the burden of moving fell upon Alice« 
At this time OK began to take part in family affairs, and through his efforts 
the family received financial asoistance from federal relief agencies. How-
ever, his entrance into family affairs marked the beginning of a conflict 
between him and his sisters (Alioe and Mariko) for control of the family, 
^Following the Japanese custom (and perhaps partially in expiation L̂ ir, Kikuchi \ djjJv^J^ U) fCj^ f 
f^gctl^t OK as,, the oldest son had frhft rirlTllsgfl snrt obligation of assuming 

^ ^ jOMM^f QSitiju* : A 

leadership. Alice and Mariko weloomed CK5e aid, ~btrfc resented his exersgLsing 
authority;̂  This struggle mount-In intensity over the next three yeJrs, Two months after moving to Ban Francisco the family was uprooted again. 
On March 2, 1942 it was announced that persons of Japanese ancestry would 

C—-" U ^ C A J U b-jULf— wol txcju<L. 
be excluded from w^icrn m^-tre-^aBhitigtOBraLud Oregwip-*fce-*»atarn 
half of ̂ Hfnrnlft, n nl Mm nmfttinrn 
The proclamation was directed at all Japanese Americans regardless of citizen* 
ship and waB to be carried out by a series iif̂ ii 1 mi'iun ||i 1m n clearing th'e 
area piecemeal. The evacuation was *voluntary" in so far as the evacuees 
had free choice of destination beyond the restricted area. 

VThe Army fully expected that more than half of the total Japanese 
population would be able to comply with thess orders. For the rest it 
prepared two "reception centers" to accomadate those who might have 
difficulty transferring directly inland. But it soon became apparent 

\ 
that they had miscalculatedThe first "voluntaiy" migrants who moved 
inland were met by increasing hostility and economic discrimination and even 
physical violence in a few cases* Newspapers carried daily reports of this iJPr̂ JFJUIA (jjJf 

hostility and statements by governors and other atat« officials indicating 
that the Japanese were unwelcome. In the face of such threats the Japanese 



were afraid to move independently. In all about gQQfl Japanese Americana 
A -left MiHtary Area X.jn̂ >>-l»«y'-portlon of 

in the mistaken belief that tt WSpH not be S¥&PUHtgd. 
to the East» 

Of the Kikuchi family, Mariko alone decided to resettle te 
and late in March she went to Chicago. JGK considered avoiding eAcuation \ » W 
by posing as a Chinese. He had already circumvented travel ana curfew 
restrictions by using a counterfeit Chinese identification card under the 
name of Char Lee. ( ) He also played with the idea of refusing to be evac-
uated and making a test case of it in the courts. He later wrote that his 
ultimate deoision to remain was prompted by "feelings of family responsibility 

When it became apparent to the government that voluntary evicuation 
m 

had failed, the Army adopted a polioy of forced controlled evacuation 
through its agency the Waxtlne Givll JuiiUrol T^MMSmLmm^^Qk). The 
WCCA was charge with evacuation of all Japanese Americans by March 
to a series of temporary Assembly Centers. The evacuees would be detained 
in these Assembly Centers only long enought to allow the War Relcation 
Authority, a civilian agency, to construot and put into operation ten 
Relocation Camps where the Japanese could be more or less permanently 
housed pending ultimate resettlement. 

k&riyh^ 

u W^MJ^'Xi rvxuut^e t R * C j i y A 



INTRODUCTION 

Charles Kikuchi, at the time of hie evacuation from San Francisco, 
was twenty-six years old, an American citizen born of Japanese immigrant 

State 
parents, a graduate of San Francisco College and a student at the grad-
uate school for social work, University of California (Berkeley). His 
older sister had avoided evacuation by resettling directly to Chicago, 
<ULJr and Charles Kikuchi (could have gone East but /elected to remain with his 
family and take part in the migration. His object in writing a diary 

car was, 4a its inception, purely personal̂ and the diary begins with a few 
collected letters to a friend. However, he doubtlooo recognized the 

'1 ' J^&^Qjl^SLV* /^Jafe*^ ¿UxJ ^^f^fy 
significance of such a document from his social:studiee. Furthormoro , 
he was by aptitude an alert and curious observer who derived pleasure from 
the daily recording of events around him — as indicated by the fact that 
he is still keeping his diary fifteen years later. 

Charles Kikuchi CK as he calls himself and as we shall refer to 
him\was born in San Francisco in 1916 ( ), the second son of Nakajiro 
ana Kikuchi. The father immigrated to America around the 
turn of the century in the hope of acquiring wealth and returning to 
Japan. For several years Nakajiro Kikuchi wandered up and down Calif-
ornia as an agricultural laborer employed in one of the Japanese "contract 
labor gangs.- In 1904 he enlisted as a cook in the United States Navy, 
receiving an honorable discharge four years later. After a series of 
"typical" Issei jobs, working as a railroad section hand, as an agricult-
ural laborer, in California lumber mills, and on Japanese fishing boats, 
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h© finally settled down as & barber in the waterfront district of Vallejo, 
close to the Mare Island Naval Base. 

Mrs* Kikuchi was a "picture bride" ( ) whose marriage was arranged 
in 1915 by a broker in Japan for the sum of 1̂ 00« She was seventeen years 
younger than Nakajiro, well educated, and came from an upper middle class 
Tokyo family. As she later recounted to her American born children, she 
did not see her husband until the day of her wedding. She and her family 
had accepted in good faith the groom's claim that he was a "rich American 
Businessman.9 

The illusion of wealth was brutally dispelled upon her arrival in 
America. As she walked along the streets of San Francisco dressed in her 
Japanese kimona, she looked up at the high buildings and large houses and 
inquired if their home was as large. Her husband's reply that his was 
smaller hardly prepared her fro the shack located across the mud flats 
of Vallejo in the midst of dilapidated stores, hovels, and houses of 
prostitution. Her shock was compounded by the discovery that he was a 
barber, a trade of low status in Japan. Her new home had two rooms: 

e-
in the front room was the barber Bhop; the fifteen-by-twenty foot back 
room served as complete living quarters. In this setting the bride who 
had been accustomed to servants and the amenities of a middle class family 
learned to keep house. 

Domestic discord -soon developed. Mrs. Kikuchi was lonely, homesick 
for her family and Japan, and she was unable to speak English. Mr. Kikuchi 
was inclined to be jealous of his wife and to avoid contact with other <L 
Japanese. His addition to alcohol, strong before marriage, increased greatly 
and with it came frequent outbursts of violence and cruelty. 



The first child, a girl, was born in 1915 and named Mariko. A year 
later the first eon, OK, was born. Just prior to his birth violent quarrels 
forced a separation and Mrs. Kikuchi entered a San Francisco institution! 
for unwed mothers. CK and his mother give the year as 1917$ however, his 
birth certificate is dated 1916. He was given what he describes as a 
"screwy Japanese name;" so great is his antipathy to his name that he 
steadfastly refuses to disclose it. Ctfiomers in the barber shop later 

\ 

gave him the name "CharlieJ which he continued to use in later years. 
Bach of the children was given a Japanese name which theŷ uiglicized as 
they greŵ older — a common practice among the Nisei. Shortly after the 
birth of CK, the Kikuchis were reconciled and Mrs. Kikuchi returned to 
Vallejo. Six more children were borns a son, Jiro or Jack, in 1917; 
Bkrvko or Alice in 1919; Emiko or Amy in 1924; Yuriko or Bette in 1926; f 

Takeshi! or Tom in 1929? and Miyako or Marjorie in 1951. 
The pattern of living in the Kikuchi home was a mixture of old and 

5 
new world customs. Both Japanese and American dishe^ were served with 
chopsticks. American dress was the rule except for Japanese house slippers. 
Just before entering San Francisco harfeor, Mr. Kikuchi had his bride throw 
overboard all of her Japanese clothing except for her bridal kimono and the 
one she was wearing. Japanese bathing customs were followed with the family 
bathing in succession in two large wooden tubs. The language at home was 
entirely Japane se, and neither CK nor his older sister knew any English at 
the time they entered school - a fact that was to set off a chain of night-
marish events for CK. 



These events are recalled in a series of recollections that CK 
wrote down for Louis Adamic and which Adamic rephrased for his book 
From Many Landst ( ) 





TANFORAN NOTES 

1» Civil Control Stations were established near centers of Japanese 
American population^ to "process11 the evacuees. Each control station 

was staffed with "a team of experts" to assist the evacuees and with 

military police "to act as a security group." At the peak of the 

evacuation "as many as 43 Civil Control Stations operated simultaneously." 

Final Report p. 53* 

2. Just prior to the evacuation all persons of Japanese descent were 
required to register. At this time each family was given a separate number. 
All records pertaining to an evacuee carried this family member. This 

J A L G O U G E ( I T O M R K A L L BAGGAG© and freight belonging to the 

evacuee and his family. At camp all persons with the same number were to 
be housed together. 

The Tanforan Race Track situated near San Francisco served as an 
Assembly Center from April 28 to October 13, 1942 reaching a maximum 
population of 7,816 on July 25th. Most of the evacuees sent to Tanforan 
cane from the San Francisco Bay Area (WQCA, Bulletin 12, pp. 100-103). 

n 

3. Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt, Commanding General of the Western •gi/ R - — " " " " —I,,, 

Defense Command. 

IJjJL* 4. Mitch KuJ&tani, a Nisei friend of C J . . 3 f o ^ - f t ^ V h j ^ & j j L ^ t C u ^ 
^Lil. CW^U^jIlcrrs ~ . . 

5. Wang or Warren, a Nisei friend. 

6. During the first few days following his evacuation to Tanforan, C K 
made no entries in his journal. However, his impressions of the trip 
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dy. (continued) 
to Tanforan and initial adjustments are contained in a series of 
letters written to a Nisei friend. Deki (Ĥ deko Nakagawa) was a 
social worker travelling from area to area assisting the evacuees. 
Four of these letters are inserted here and may be thought of as an 
essential part of the journal since C_K indicated in the letters that 
he hoped eventually to incorporate them into his journal. 

m 
lAJUtO,JU-OO 7. Ann Ku^Ltani (Mitch1 s wife)̂  who was assisting anrassigning housinĝ cUX-̂ -̂  

8. Although Deki had not yet been evacuated, C K anticipated that she, as 
a resident of San Francisco, would be sent to Tanforan after her work 
was completed. 

9* C Kfs estimate of the number employed in agriculture is incorrect. The %ojucujl. 
C^XUl ^nsus^of^the ü. S.jfHARACTERISTICS OF THE NONWHITE POPULATION BY RACE, Ua^k -

ivtfljcrT, 106-8, shows thê following: In California PirMnrhnri in 1940 
0 there were employed 10,227 foreign-born Japanese males and 4,901 foreign-

~£>orn Japanese females. Of the males 8,493 were employed in agriculture 
and 2,019 of the females. In the same states in 1940 11,898 American 
born males of Japanese descent and 5,309 females were gainfully employed. 

/"JUkxifetAL* 
>SjLfl__ and 2,019 of the females. In the same states in 1940 11,898 American 
AjULSj €j <MJU 
JxJUjisQjUTry 

Of these 5,611 males and 1,340 females were employed in agriculture 
fZJO<~CJL> 

Occupationally, the West Coast group was split 45-55̂ between agricultural 
and nonagricultural pursuits. 

The Native Sons of the Golden West, some West Coast/Jhapters of the 
^ .r̂  American Legion, and the California Joint Immigration Committee had 

^ y suggested that all persons of Japanese descent be deprived of American 
0-
JL>A citizenship. 
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11» C K felt that anti-Japanese sentiment was a result of the "foreign 
ways" of the Issei and some Nisei. His belief that Americanization of the 
Japanese would lead to an end of diselimination is repeatedly expressed 

eJiikcru^ L hi/t OUM) cocao ¡t^nlKSfeui ¿Lwu Ô ujSJ-u- NCQ-qJL. • 
in the diary. fimint.1 ARS—rft̂ ifftit-i nn^ flf til*« ihtirrm chnVn A A 
thjg t»figpftc/h n iLln viftwg flm..^ f n ^ contrastto those of many evacuees, 
and̂ Jt&eyLffl̂ .ref lect his experiences in a friendly university environment, 
In a letter to Mariko written just before leaving for Tanforan he writes: 
"All of the school authorities and my friends have been swell in this 
whole affair and sometimes I wonder where all this anti-Jap hatred is 
coming from. Of course, in times like this with so much at stake, 
people are bound to get a little hysterical and do things that they would 
not do under rational conditions. Then the Japanese really don't 
appreciate all that has been done for them because they don't get the 
information. However, you can be assured that they will be taken care 
of in a very ftumane manner. It's up to people like you who have gone 
out to prove to other Americans that we are Americans toof even if we ^ ^ ^ 
have yellow fever faces! 

12. 1 The Assembly Centers wereVstaff^^ personnel •̂ borrowed* 

from the W0rk$ Project& Administration. Cf. FINAL REPORT inwiftFJlTiTTPE 
_ (oJ^^L metrarar FHUM WJ33T qOAOIP Waelilii&tumj—United States-government jWf^^^Zf) 
^ /tbj^ ^ J-LU|i1 m (ll̂ r̂ t̂rr r-^rrH n-r FTN/iT FFPORffl̂  pp /, 1 5ft 

222-233. - PP. 

tA 

13. Even before the Relocation Centers were established, jj/he War 
Relocation Authority (WRA) began making plans to assure evacuees "for the 
duration of the war and as nearly as wartime exigencies permit an equitable 
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dy. (continued) 
substitute for the life, work, and homes given up,and to facilitate 
participation in the productive life of America both during and after 
the war." (WRA, "Tentative Policy Statement1̂  mimeographed, May 29, 1942) ^ 

Every able-bodied evacuee was to be given an opportunity for productive 
work and for participation in well-rounded community life. Projects were 
to be made self supporting and evacuees would, in the course of time, 
organize and administer local self-government. More than 27,000 evacuees 
representing over 30 per cent of the total population were, employed in 

14. 

15. 

productive tasks at the Assembly Centers. (FINAL REPORT, pp. 205-206). 

"Theft" in the sense of taking government property for private use, 
became very common^The reader will find many instances of this in 
the diary and many more have been deleted in abridgment. 

Workers were classified into three grades. Professional and technical 
(P. and T.) workers, skilled workers, and unskilled workers. A forty 
hour week was expected of all workers. Badges were distributed to all 
workers indicating not only that they were workers but also their rank» 

i CU***) 
16. At the time of evacuation Myako was 11, Takeshi 13, Bette 15, Emiko lo, >T /\ 

Alice 23, Jack 25 and C K 26. 

fjr 

17, Mr. Kikuchi was a diabetic and therefore needed a special diet. 
^ - ^juuci ojfj -i^o-RK, u, l^aucji^ea uj^qJ 

18. Dolores Inaggo, pack's~girl ffriond, who Irĵ qFPfĉ igpine descfeET"' 

vVLV/ ^ "*•* ~fr* LvfTyt* MflLeù WTjk̂ ft / 
(y^tff j 19. Angelo Badella, filicê  s bfiyufaMày 5*h©is /^FTbaìian descent. 
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20. Mr. Green was director of the service envision in charge of 
health, education, recreation, and welfare program. TW—> OJ ĴOJUUUL 

Diagram of Assembly Center Organization 
Q^yrUtr^s I p QA tv Ö Ou> V^-SUörO^ ; 

r Post Office 

Internal Relations 
Officer 

Service Division 

Headquarters 
WCCA 

: ; — -
Executive Office 

Assembly Center Manager 
Assistant Manager 

Pui) lie 
Relations 
Officer 

Center Cashier 

Internal Security 
Police Chief 

Executive 
Assistants 

Works Division Finance Division 1 Mess and 
Lodging Division 

'22. 

21. In a letter to Mariko on this same day Alice writes: wWe have 
£iv 

been having lots of fun with Jkrlie. He has a girl friend named Hideko 
or Deki, and we tease him because he writes to her every night. So far 
she hasn't answered his letters, and every time he comes home he asks 
for mail, there just ain't none. I have a hunch he thinks we're holding 
out on him.n 

Some fltsei had been sent to Japan. There they were cared for by 
their grandparerits or other relatives,̂ attended school, formed Japanese 
habits, and were indoctrinated w^Mi Japanese ideologies. Returning to 
America these Nisei wereNpii»mi as "Kibei" and frequently found themselves 
handicapped linguistically arki culturally and displaced among their 
America-oriented^rothers and sisl^rs. On the other hand, in the case of 
a certainjrtSmber of individuals, usually economically and socially advantaged, 
the «¿perience resulted in an excellent integration of the two cultures. 

{Wi/ j . \ i 

<M 
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22. (continued) 

In a more general sense the term refers to Nisei who have returned 
from Japan steeped in Japanese culture and very pro-Japanese. CK 
has this meaning in mind. 

23. After several thefts a group of Nisei volunteered to patrol the 

barracks and mess halls after dark. These volunteers assisted the 

Army M.P.*s »loo on duty. Warren (Wang) and Jimmy were Nisei friends of C K. 

O 24. A liberal group of Nisei to which C K belonged. 

25. The search was for contraband items overlooked at time of entry. 
J." UrtLA soXxM 

26. The sex ratio of the Japanese in America was ssen&balaiieed as -fc» , 
^ — - ^ y ^p^S^äu a riU U*uJbu)2>tcJitu> 
make inevitable a- large number of single /^Frim t{iaga ̂ "ifr "1 tit , 
Q^Cu^juj^ f900 CUJ-O /fOJ^ f ^ " '/ " I f

r

- y r- 0..i -fcyi^g f a n u 1 /nrl "tf ̂  ̂  
many nf -hh* nri g^-hrny ffl-rm v r W » * « « Tvâ -milî , . OeilSUS figures ~ghOW ¿M^Ci»"-1  

Öjejt^vdU^ A* /CLa. C&jL<j£jULsd T/Lc. >uaJHc) ¿s/ ̂ . a l u ¿G^ 
f our^restern states -of California 

CL̂ rco £ CvuuLe-vus &f 
of-irm̂ sraiid-fe: 

greatly ifibalanced even 

1930 
1920 
1910 
190© 

CUt< 
Japanese descent was 

«TV-

Males 
63,200 
70,^91 
59,921 
49,032 
17,699 

Females 
49,777 
51,039 
34,119 
0,242 
Ö51 

AjlS-

OJUU0 

/¿ fe X 

27« Former classmates at the University of California. C K notes an 

1/A 
1 

/l/Ŵ  / u 

CJU 

amusing incident that occurred in pre-evacuation days in visiting 
l i t . 

Irene.!! /The first time I was up to Irenefs apartment was the night 
that the 8:00 curfew went into effect. I stayed until about 11:00. 
As I passed in front of the University Gym, a policeman hailed me, 



27. (continued) 
"Hey you, come here!* What a sinking feeling I had. Where could 
I get $500 to pay the fine? "What are y o u — A Ohinese or a Japanese?", 
he asked. "I'm a Chinese—American, sir," I meekly mumbled. "Let's 
see your identification forms." I pulled out my Chinese Student Body 

card that Harry had given me and passed it over. 
"Shar-Lee", he read, "and what's your American name?" 

"Harry", I answered, "because I am hairy—on the chest." 
The policeman then got apologetic and he confidentally told me that 

¿J
 (

iud he couldn't tell the difference between a Chinese and a Japanese. <ri 

28. Professor Cass&dy the University of California/ C K was one of 0 A ) 
the few Japanese Americans who had professional training in social work. 

29. At the tine he was evacuated, Jack was a sophomore at San Francisco 

State Un4ve£sity.-

30. Assembly and Relocation Centers enjoyed limited self-government. Each ¿flueJL- ¿diCicJz- Q^^c^tU-U-P ^ 
barracks had an elected house manager.^ % dozen or so barracks together 

UjOL GL> • • < 7. j  
with- a dining and recreation hall^r"laundry, awtk lavatory ¿mu balli±»g-> 
•faMlitilrirfrmnsrl n I'ITK T^H--KT"M»lf elected a block manager,^ 

> 
frequently an Issei. Thooe blook managers ferauthe Block Managers 
Council/T^The ofgieS-gP self-govern^^ FAGDY TWIU the Conmpnity Council. 
Mpmhp^s elected) the bleek %eing -iha-dasigaaied. „unit 
CJJ^txL^AdA tfvdoij „ 0 ZtcH' . .. . of.̂ xepr.eaentationr Al-1 persons over 16 years of age, irrespective 

of-citizenship, were eligible to vote, but aliens were declaredineligible 

for offiee holding. 
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Ct 

31. The Japanese American Citizens League. This Nisei organization had 
taken over community leadership after the internment of many Issei 
in the days immediately following the attack on Pearl Harbor. At the 
outbreak of the war it had chapters in every urban and many rural centers 
of Japanese population. When the war came the JACL National Headquarters 
as well as many local chapters immediately sent President Roosevelt 
pledges of allegiance to the United States. They offered wholehearted 
cooperation with governmental agencies and cooperated with the FBI 
in the apprehension of suspected subversives and in the investigation of 
alleged acts and utterances of disloyalty by members of the Japanese 
communities. These activities soon earned for the Nisei leaders the 
reputation of inu (informers — literally wdogsw) and of betraying the 
parent generation. 

32. The battle of Coral Sea (May 7-S) was hailed as a great victory for 
American sea power. First reports exaggerated the extent of the victory. 

33* Camp population on this date was 6,684. (Bulletin 12, March 15yl943'» A 
ktoterft-Defense Qojmiaiiii™raTÊ "Fi)urbrh-Ar»̂  pp. 100-01) 

& K 

34. Family letters to Mariko (other than those ffom ^ or Jack) 
paint a somewhat more optimistic picture of camp life. In one letter 
Alice writes: 'if I say anything good about camp life, don't tell 
Charlie, or Jack, because they feel I shouldnft write anytiing complimentary 
about it. Instead, according to them, if I write about bad conditions 
of the camp, you people should spread it around, as our constitutional 
rights have been kicked around and we should let people on the outside 



34. (continued) 
know that we object very strenuously. Then, they say, if people know 
what goes on in camp, maybe we'll have more improvements," Generally 

CJ< 
differences in view of camp life between @V9E. and the rest of the family, 
as expressed in several hundred family letters, are less contradictions 
of one another than a matter of different emphasis. 

Q^iXjiA^f-^jA < ...Qw 
35. The Native Sons of the Golden West and the. Joint Immigration Committee 

were organizations with a long record of Anti-Orientalism, See Jacobus-aTOJL 

ten Broek, Edward il»Bamhart,.-and .Floyd W. Mats oh, Prejudice, War and 
Constitution5 ^a&vers ityof Cal, i^&orma Presa,•• • 1954«-* Chapters I and II, 

According to Japanese law an American„born Japanese (Nisei) was a citizen 
of Japan unless he formally renounced/«-. / jBy American law the Nisei 
acquired American citizenship as a birth right. Thus .many Nisei had 

4^ bJu^ wva-ujLj î iju. 
"dual citizenship," In the early nineteen thirties/ CJ^ had renounced 
his Japanese citizenship. 2Twis> y - ̂  *v 

36, In a later entiy CK gives a more accurate description of the case of C. S.: 
| "He did not escape through a hole in the fence. He rode out of the front 
gate with some workmen. Since he looks Caucasian, he was not noticed, 

QjgjJr-̂ ^ // C, S. is very bitter about the fact that he has Japanese blood in him. 
v ̂ T i r ^ ^ I 

; He particularly resents the fact that people stare at him and wonder why he 

_̂j is here." , 

37. Mess hall workers were classified as "unskilled" with the exception of 

cooks who were rated as "skilled." 
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38, All evacuees, whether working or not, were given a monthly allowance in 
serip*. Evacuees under 16 years of age received one dollar per month» 
Those over 16 received script valued at $2.50; however, the maximum for 
a married couple without children was $4.50 and the maximum for any 
single family was $7.50. The available community services such as 
shoe repairs, barber and beauty services, etc. were obtainable only 
in exchange for script. Cash as a medium of exchange was not permitted. 
(FINAL REPORT, p. 224). 

r s ya 39# Ne-effort has been made to check the validity of Ĉ jĈ 's estimates and 
AJicJr L CLSUUU 9H ' * J 

statements unless it seemed essential for an understanding of the event 

or situation described» 
40. Though Japanese Americans as a group were predominantly Buddhists, 

•mere were marked differences between the first and second generationŝ  and 
^filGud C3UYUL/ Ĉ rxXMLk-i« 

between rural and urban residents. Christianity made its strongest appear! 
Ni Tl^^Uu 4e- the Nisei and W non-agricultural workers. (See D„ S. Thomas, TffE 

sperane pp. 
(jwcPL^ 

The "Broadway" of Tokio. 

The Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA) was created on March ^ / ' 

11, 1942 by the General Staff of the Western Defense Command as an 
agency" to carry out assigned missions (evacuation) involving civil 7 / S 

control." (FINAL REPORT, p. 41) On March 18th by Presidential Order 
the War Relocation Authority (WRA) was organized in Washington. Its 
task was "the relocation (of evacuees) in appropriate places, providing 
for their needs in such manner as may be appropriate, and supervising their 



I 

42. (continued) \ 
activities,tt (FINAL REPORT, p. 50). while there was some overlap 
between the two agencies with both working together in some areas, the 
Assembly Centers were operated chiefly by the WCCA and the Relocation 
Centers by the WRA. 

43» The nature of the camp situation made it extremely difficult for A 
parents to maintain strict control of children. Rumors of moral lâ ness 
were frequent. 

44. In a letter to Mariko, Alice writes ef fehio: "Charlie and Jackie always 
complain about this and that, and say we girls are lazy, but I for one 
say that the girls come in more handy than the boys, except Jackie 
perhaps — he had to do all the heavy work and help around, but they 
don't count in the little daily things we do.M 

45» Mariko^is C Kfs older sister — 27 /at this time. She moved t© Chicago 
v/ 4 

to avoid the evacuation to camp. 

0/ 46. In February 1942 yA congressional Committee under the chairmanship of 
Representative John H. Tolan of California held hearings on the West 
Coast regarding the need for evacuation, instances of alleged sabotage, 

^ q^ and related matters. wp^ jwhUshaH» Unilwl States, Congress9 
I*. ' . 771L: ' s u a s ^ j . 

c^ ̂ /fc© *7) House Report Number 2124, Seventy Seventh Congress, Soeend -Session, 

47. ¥olu»teers wore-secruited to.pr ecede the- bulk ef the evacuees to the 
TTh s + J G ^ » JUJ^ relocation Centers to assist in preparing the centers for occupancy. 
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43* In "traditional" Japanese families it is customary for daughters to marry 
in order of age with the eldest marrying first. 

49. When the evacuation proclamation was issued (March 2, 1942) not only 
all persons of Japanese ancestry but also all German and Italian aliens 
were to be excluded from the West Coast. In the early days of the 
evacuation, many evacuees believed that German and Italian aliens would 

. JPjkjXX&XA c3>~mr\ follow them into the centers. No mass internment of German and Italian 
aliens occurred. 

50. Early in 1942 a group of social scientists at the University of California 
undertook a study of the evacuation, detention, ̂aftd resettlement of 

/ 
the Japanese minority in the United States. ̂ The study was an interdisciplinary 

/ • 

one with Professors Dorothy S. Thomaŝ -Robert H. Lowie, Charles Aikfn, 
Milton Chernin, and Frank L. Kidp^r participating at one time or another. 
(See D. S. Thomas and R. Nî iiimoto, THE SPOILAGE, pp. v-xv. for a detailed 

jr < description of this project) The ehibf intent of the study was to record 
/ v 

Nfnd analyze the changes in behavior and attitudes and patterns of social 
adjustment ar$ interaction of the evacuees. Most of the staff observers 
were evacuees. J While this is the first mention in the diary of this study 
in Tjrhich C^J^, was to become an active worker, C^JC, had quite evidently 
been discussing it previously with some of the staff observers at Tanforan. 

51. Prior to the evacuation Alice had been unable to find employment other than 
as a domestic even though she had graduated from a business college. 

52. These visiting Japanese Americano were from areas not yet evacuated and 
from the armed forces. 

\ 
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53* Obtaining permission to leave camp was contingent upon having employment 
guaranteed outside camp. Mariko had obtained a promise of a job as 
domestic for Alice who declined it writing: "I really should hate to go 
back to housework now. As it is, I get good experience in typing and 
maybe can get a good reconmendation from here so that I could get a 
similar position in Chicago.tt 

54. ...Mr* Davis was ajar-̂ rfrm̂ r'f̂ yp' ̂ fi^r in tihe fimnrirs Parriginr)i 

juL 

55. Tom Shibutani, a Nisei, directiag the staff workers of the Evacuation 
and Resettlement Study at Tanforan* 

56. Military Area 1 included ap£i*Qximately the western third of Washington 
and Oregon, the we^¿rn half of California, and the southern quarter 
of Arizona. remainder of these four states was designated as 

9io» 
Military Area 2. Initially only persons in Military Area 1 were evacuated. A 

all persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from both areas. 
O^fl U ft < I QJu^ C.. ©-t-jo-tjO-O tL̂ fpJLiL cuOOuj AjkJ 

In the spring of 1942 the Army granted permission to some evacuees to *JS*T 
kip jQjuvxxtta** e J 

leave camp temporarily for private employment in harvesting certain crops. 
To be eligible evacuees had to receive security clearance; they were not &J2-. 
to be employed in evacuated zones; and they were to be guarded by 
military police. The United States Employment Service recruited the 
workers. The program'was entirely voluntary. No one was forced to work 
either inside or outside camp. 

5&. ] In announcing the first evacuations, the Western Defense Command had 
\designated roughly the eastern two thirds of Washington and Oregon, 
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dy. (continued) 

ô ^ f f -

the eastern half of California, and the northern three quarters of 
Arizona as "Military Area No. 2." Although this area contained a 
number of small prohibited zones, it soon became known as the "Free 
Zone" or "White Zone," the natural destination of voluntary migrants 
who sought to establish homes and businesses as near as possible to 
the area from which they were being evacuated. In this, they were 
encouraged explicitly by various government agencies. Proclamation 
Number One by General DeWitt had assured them that "the designation 
of Militaiy Area No. 2 as such does not contemplate any prohibition 
or regulation or restriction except with respect to the (prohibited) 
zones established therein." Tom C. Clark further urged voluntary 
evacuees to "save themselves unnecessary trouble, hardship and expense 
by moving at least beyond the confines of Military Area No. 1 and 
also outside the smaller 'prohibited1 zones in Military Area No. 2." 
At no time was official warning given evacuees against settling in the 
unrestricted territory of Military Area No. 2. Before the freezing 

l<fk J orders were enforced I more than 4*000 evacuees, almost one half of the 
•JO <x i ' 

o j- total group of voluntary migrants, moved to the California portion of 
Military Area No. 2, with travel permits and in some cases traveling 
funds provided by the military authorities. Suddenly, on June 2, 1942, 
the Commanding General of the Western Defense Command and «fcfee- Fourth 
Arny issued Public Proclamation Number Six, prohibiting all persons of 
Japanese ancestry from leaving the California portion of Military Area 
No. 2, establishing a curfew for them and announcing that they would 
be excluded "from said California portion of Military Area No. 2 by 
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58. (continued) 
future orders or proclamations." The first Civilian Exclusion Order 
for this area was issued on June 27, and by August & all persons of 
Japanese ancestry, aliens and citizens alike, had been removed from 
the eastern part of California. ̂ j i ^ ^ ^ L e ^ U ^ ^ ( j?*!'2- * 

59. In seeking to esq)lain the reason for the evacuation the influence of 
anti-Japanese pressure groups was often stressed both at this time 

i 
and in later studies of the evacuation, cjL TenBrojfk, et al., 
Prejudice. War and the Constitution, pp. 185-208. 

60. Prior to the evacration Alice worked as a domestic in the Jarvis home. 
CM hjL>*-e 1ST 

61. Jtfie assembly centersvwere intended as temporary concentration areas 
- witvcV 

pending'-tRS"' uuiisLi'ue%a>Qiî „̂more permaB^V-eamps- under fr.hr War 
Rf»Wat,irm Airbhority. It was thsse-latler1 frycamps-which-ware beiag 

a-h f-b» m̂ .tirig riftRfri had ¿Lhnvft̂ Mhile. t he J relocation cent ers 
(jfyuL C-A 

ŵere to be under the control of the WRA, a civilian agencym the War 
Department retained veto power over the selection of sites and construction 
of camps^JTne relocation centers alee were declared military areas 
subject to the control of the Military Police. (Final Report, p. 240.) 

62. On May 29, 1942 the National Japanese American Student Relocation 
Council was formed with the support of the WRA, the War Department, 
and many colleges and universities. After July/ 1942 evacuees were able. 

fa^&XSVA-fcJUjfe-«* 
to- obtain paafeaeeiren -be leave oampto attend any of the approved, colleges 
or junior collegeŝ  Prior̂ the creation of the Sluieiil ReluiiUliS'li 
Council, a Student Relocation Conmittee formed at the University of 
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62. (continued) 
California had succeeded in obtaining clearance for seventy five 
students to attend schools in non—restricted parts of the country. \ ̂M. 

63. There were few other Japanese American families in Vallejo and Mrs, 
Kikuchi's scant knowledge of English prevent association with Caucasians. 

64. Issei-Nisei conflict was present even before the evacuation. To 
the usual conflict of interests and views of different generations 
aggravated by large age disparity between male parent and fche 

7J offsprings-was added a conflict of cultures: the Issei being educated 
in Japan and the Nisei in America. The conflict was further accentuated 
by the evacuation with its disruption of normal family life, enforced 
contact, and official policy of giving control of camp government to 
American citizens which eliminated the great majority of Issei who 
had been barred from becoming citizens. For a description and 

I ^ anal7SiS °f t h l S conflict see D* S# Thomas> T H E SALVAGE, pp. 18-19, 

\ 
^ \ cajnP social life was meat for quarrels in many evacuee families. 

The parent generation often looked with disfavor upon the public dances, 

L 132-135 and Alexander Leigh ton's THE GOVERNING OF MEN, pp. 74-79, 94-96/ 

JlA/ Ji ^ movies, and similar camp activities which attracted large crowds of 
in i y^T X 

^ X \ l,unc^aP®ron*^11 Nisei. Mr. and Mrs. Kikuchi vainly sought to keep Bette 
L ft an<* finik© from attending the dances which Alice, Jack, and being r ß^ . ^ 

p^ * older, were permitted to attend. Family arguments about this were 
^i^Jy^x X » frequent and for the most part have been deleted. Family letters from in 

this period also contain many references to these quarrels. 
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65. The grandstand had been converted into a dormitory for single n»n. 

66» Unri-huH i r l f ^v^wiwwf waa n«H Iny + hn mm nii>»o f.hwMig^ ftfr* 

^ $?** Comunity Councilj ̂  N ^ y 1 1 n af^cJu^ 

67. In the months JSreceeding the evacuation Alice had been the head of 
* " the family in the sense of being its chief economic support and decision 
W 

ft 
home working as a domestic in Los Angeles prior to moving t© Chicago» 
maker. C K and Jack were away at College. Mariko also was away from 

68. The eta were an outcast class in Japan with a status corresponding to 
the "untouchables" in India. Many eta emigrated t© Hawaii and the 
United States to avoid discriminatory treatment in Japan. 

69. A camp official in charge ©f employrasnt. 

70. On June 7, 1942, the War Department discontinued the induction of 
Nisei into the Armed forces and classified Nisei IV-C (not acceptable 
for service because of ancestry). At this time several thousand ime several thousand 
Japanese Americans were already in the Army. . (The Evacuated People: A\ 
A Quantitative Description, p. I25X \A 

r 

71» All Japanese printed matter, with the exception of a few religious books, 
supposedly had been confiscated. 

72. Except for small areas near vital military installations, the East Coast 
was not restricted. 

73. The Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Study. (See Introduction) 
Rvaoueea Aecranbly and l'elocsrtrfôir̂ ëfît'éfg were employ ed-^g-staff 
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dy. (continued) 
C K had become a part time worker for the studŷ at Tapforan. The 
proposition to which CJC refers was an offer by-Professor Thomas to 
employ him as a full time worker i£ he would go to the relocation 
center to be located at Gila Rivers* Arkansas, 

74* Gila River Relocation Center, This center was looated1 in Pinal County, 
Arizona near Sacaton on the Gila River Indian Reservation* Approximately 
yl,000 acres of the reservation was set aside for the War Relocation 
Authority. The "we" here defers to and his family* Most of the 
staff of the study were concentrated in three major "laboratories": Tule 
Lake Center in northern California, Poston in Arizona, and Minidoka in Idaho. 
Staff workers were limited to one or two in each of the other seven 
centers. 

> 7 

./ The Tule Lake Relocation Center was locatod- in northern California close 
to the Oregon border line. The evacuees preferred this camp partly because 
it was closer to their former homes and partly because the climate there 
would be less extreme than at the other camps* That Japanese could not 
withstand extreme heat was a widely held view* 
_ KKV VW^ . 

76. Only seven of the nine family members voted. Jack and Alice did not 
vote since neither expected to go to a relocation center* Jack hoped to 
leave camp for college, and Alice planned to go to Chicago* While it was 

' /-N 
a secret ballot the "family knew how each voted. According to C K, I V ^ u Bette, Emiko, Myako and C K voted for Gila; Tom for Tule Lake, and Pop A Ny 
and Mom for Tanforan. Mr* and Mrs. Kikuchi realized that they could not 
stay at Tanforan but voted this way to remain "neutral*" 



76. (continued) 
Family letters reveal some of the differing attitudes. Jack to Marifto: 
nI don't ihink it is advisable to request going to Arizona because its 
so warm there, but Chas. has some idea that it will be most productive 
there«n Alice to Mariko: "We had a big discussion before we came to 
the decision» If we go to Arizona, we will be the first family there 
so we may get a choice as to best location, jobs, and house»11 

For a description of art works created in camp see Beauty Behind Barbed 
Wire by Allen H. Eaton, N.Y., Harper, 1952. 

£(uLCt
L
f 

y&t Robert F. Spencer, a Caucasian staff member of the >>buly gi'OTfJr 

79» O-bon Odori (or Bon Odori) is a traditional Buddhist festival honoring 
the dead. Participants wear colorful ukatas (light kimonos), and there 
is ceremonial mugir ajçid dancing.^ 

Evacuees sat with their visitors in the grandstand. Visitors were not 
permitted in the evacuee homes without a special permit. 

ti- ^ M Ê ^ M ^ ^ m M m ^ M m i 
Morton fy^Tln0 n™* p?)?r>r4i ̂ p̂ ri"̂ !*— ̂ ir""4̂ ^? ̂ f fjplri wnr^ r t -¿-V»— 

q-i, / University ef California $tudy. 

C^K. failed to note in his journal that after contactingThomas 
on July 21st it was decided that he, Bette, Emiko, and Tom would precede 
the rest of the family to Gila. When Mrs. Kikuchi was well enough to 
travel, the remainder of the family would come to Gila. 

Evacuees in a work corps to prepare the camp for occupancy arrived at 
Gila on July 20, 1942. By the end of July the camp population was 2,106 



20 

dy. (continued) 
and by September 9,150« The rapid influx overtaxed the partially 
completed facilities, 
l^eru^i Ql^Oujuul 

ifRi 
ar. e Ktg 

¡¿CO*- T ? 
lad:' appeared ~tn~an~garl.tef "trartr̂fey Prof oo oor-AdsOfirc , 

JxamMany Lands. 

lTt# r In a letter to Mariko written months earlier (April f42) Alice speaks of 

wAfjr 

TLC*-*' Q'6 her engagement: "If Angelo goes to Chicago and gets a job we can get 
(A, * 

married right away. He's already given me a diamond ring - and is it a 
honey. Please don't tell even your best friend because only Bette, Emiko, 
and Tom know about it and I'd get into trouble if the news leaked out. 
You see, Pop can't understand how I could fall for an Occidental person 
instead of a Japanese and it seems to worry him greatly." Family letters 
do not reveal just when Angelo and Alice announced their intentions to 
Mr. Kikuchi but indicate that it was shortly after the evacuation to 
Tanforan. 

J / 
m / 
i V ^ ^ t 

kt 

A list of major events occurring in the assembly center during the five 
months of its operation. 

^ Mitch and Ann Ku/itani had been transferred to the Colorado River War 
Relocation Center located at Poston, Arizona in an area similar to the 
Gila River Camp. 
In a letter to Mariko Alice writes of CK's 21 pieces of luggage: "You 

lmay be interested in knowing that Charlie's stuff that went to Arizona 
weighed 2403 lbs, and I have never received such a ribbing about how 
much of the camp the Kikuchi's went off with. We had to take apart our 
table, benches, and packed all the loose lumber we had, as there is a 
lumber shortage in Arizona* 
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QUESTIONS II 
Kikuchi Diary 

50. Where is the start of the net project? 

51. Is the old woman being uprooted by being taken to the hospital? 

52. Who is Kido? 
55, OK wants them resettled in small groups. Does he think this 

will avert skimming off the most able leaders? 

54. Story hard to follow - would be clearer if rearranged as follows: 
"Three women in bachelor quarters - Mrs. X, Mrs. K., Mrs. N. 
Mrs. K in hiding from common law husband; Mrs, N., according to 
story, has young Nisei who calls, etc. Where does Mrs. S. come in? 

55. Blackie? 

56. After some of OK's grumblings I was surprised at how high these figures 

were - keep them in, 

57. Gamp I is Canal. Gamp II is Butte. This was not entirely clear 

before. 

58a. Long and rambling - how to trim? 
59a This hardly describes the next few pages - cut. 
58b What age limit - .children need clothing too? 
59b Good - this is one of CK's most clear sighted reporting, 
60."their" club? Sounds like the Jacl branch had 2^0 Kibei. 
61, Why would the lumber contract solve it? 

J 



wr 

62* Japanese workers or Caucasians? 
6% No verb? 

64. Does he mean the public does not accept the Nisei? 

65. Winning a democratic war? 
66. Very good - donH cut this story of the Indian. 
67* Tanforan friends or Vallejo? I thought Vallejo friends were 

mostly non-Japanese? 
68. Is Poston the Idaho center? 

69» Where did Bob come from - he was yet to be consulted in the last 
paragraph? 

70. Somehow this whole story seems long and pointless unless the 
Japanesy customs of the reception are important and they are not 
given in great detail. 

71. Does this mean 2500vNisei remaining in the camps? 
72. Bennet —__ new project director ̂  Bennett? 
75* How does OK know who was on the blacklist? 
74. OK said a while back that beautification had nearly stopped p. 
75* What does he mean by "the other workers in camp will divide anything 

left over?" 
76. Whatever happened about Coz-ens rash promise for clothing? And 

I thought Oozzens was being replaced by Bennett Dec. 4. 

77* Who said? Mr. Miura or the Consul? 
/ 

78. Who are all these volunteers? 

79» Landward is not aware but he is agreeableI 

80. Is this more of that incomprehensible statement in 75 above? 



81. More or less than previously? 
82. Ie this what Cossens promised? The whole thing? 
85. If they buy chickens from the Indians they don't raise them in the 

blocks? 
84. Who wrote this manuscript? 
85. Whoever attacked him obviously spoke English even in moments of 

stress - this does not seem to surprise him. 
86. Did he go berserk here in camp living with his parents, or else-

where? Where would the eldest dieter go with her parents if she 
could? j 

8?. Is there some significance to the casually and back? Bob turned 
down by the army? 

88. Nisei not allowed to visit parents in camp? Why? Contamination 
by Issei ideas? 

89. Rather confusing on first reading, and how could brother working 
on a farm outside camp act as his keeper? 

90 . 
91. Sounds like a continuation of and Obo a member of the JACL board. 
92. Does he mean that Nitta lived with the Tsugawa family before coming 

to camp? 
Is he right - did families of Nisei soldiers receive no dependency 
allowance while in camp at Gila etc.? 

95. Why does the gap between generations affect the Volunteering? 
Qare of parents? 



' isBM MIS ¿A... .. 

94. If OK thinks it so bad why doesn't he get out? 

95* Sharp change in subject - sounds as if the Kikuchi's were having 
trouble getting data about PoP from the hospital administration -
his arrival time, his condition, etc,, 

96. What problem/? Another rapid change in subject. 
97. Awfully detail/ed and repetitious this series of meeting and reports 

of camp reaction - shorten? 
98. Do I understand that nearly all the Issei answered yes? They 

must have misunderstoodI 
99. This is one of the better of the many paragraphs on this subject. 
100. HaB the resettlement idea suddenly caught on all over camp? 

I get hints like this but nothing definite. 

101. Was Ayako an elder child? 
102. 6ver cut herî - who is fie 

M mr I Z T " * ® . j . xamwatm&BmkeiM-[tyzJ! r-ov̂ 'r Oa ̂ eJuJrtr^ faMLKJ&XKJSrr* - -v̂ftjt «t -Ksg™ 
105. A different high school from the $18 a month one? 
104. How does going to Ohurch help the war effort? 

105. I've forgotten who Tom and Tamie were? 
106. How did OK ]§et in on this meeting - thru DST? -v * . r 

107. Is Emiko living with Alice after all? 
108. This is all so abstract and unreal. If you don't know many 

Caucasians and the ones you do know snub you, how do you go 
about dispersing? .And how is an official policy from the WRA 
going to to cause bright friendships to spring up overnite between 
the races? I think CK's sociological struggles over the 
Principles of segregation vs. dispersal should be pared to the 
bone. Actual conditions leading to dispersal or segregation OK* 



Questions on the Revised Version of Kikuchl 

I* Nanoy? 
2. Note explaining Mrs, Smith and her husband? 
v Is Aulare explained before^his? 

Note on Landward here* 
M Note on JAOL here? 
6. Wasn't this covered In Tanforan? If so» cut this whole day* 
7. This makes very little sense - if all these individual workers 

stand to gain so much from ootton picking why isn't there a 
stampede to the fields. They are soared for some reason and 
this is an excuse. 

8. Where is Drew? 
8|. He means Montgomery Ward, I thi$k - see page 5 for October 26, flso Nov. 14 
9. Note? * 
10» i. e. not the absentee ballots mentioned the previous day. Are these 

for the permanent oounoil or temporaryt Who Is Harry Oozens? 
11. Is Fryer leaving for good? Did Fryer succeed Landward? Is Fryer 

leaving because of the strike? or for other reasons. Where is there? S. F 
12. Make olear Mom's age somewhere - I always visualise both her and Pop 

as being fairly old despite the comments made on the usual age differential 
Because of her hard life I expect her to look old« 

lj. Put in plan of bedrooms from original typesoript. 
1ft. Jack has left? 
W IPt ¿̂¿V w 15. What is AFL - not, I suppose, the AF of L. 
16« Japanese Assoioation - a particular organization or should this be 

deoapitalized? 
17* This sentence about DeWitt makes no sense - is it correctly oopied? 
18. Miohii? spelling? 
19. Bottom of page - how oan you auction off furniture to one agency? 
19*. correct figures? 
20. Nomiations for what - president, board manager? 
19b* didn't anybody go Qrlpsholm? footnote repatriation forms. 
21. Something omitted? 
22. Kuwabora — is this Kuwahara? See Nov* 25 
25. P. and T, people? 



24. Spelling - Aratoni? 
25. What lumber contract for evacuees? 
26« What reports? did we out them? 
27. Reader's first reaction is that this means a psychological or legal 

barrier since the word fence follows so cloeely after preceding paragraph. 
Insert actual before fence? 

28« What does But mean here? 

29» 
JO. fhe ohaira finally came from pears? 
JOa. What does Hetsu mean 
51. Is anything omitted here? 
52* Is this correctly transcribed? It sounds odd« 
55. Reedly, a town? Spelling. 

Shimone Ken? Meaning 
55. What is an intake interviewer or shall I Just iragine. 
56. WKo is Miura? 
57» What does he mean by "Ask an old man for him8? 
58. Note on Matt Inoye needed - what became of him finally? 
59• Dr. Spencer Consolation. Put a period aster Spencer to divide. 
40. Suisan is where? Note also in next line To-Solano 
41. "ones" left out? 
42. My original thought was to omit Tuttles name in view of the 

unflattering remarks, "But Ck comes around to a very warm and 
friendly opinion of T. in the endr so it might be well to retain his full name. 

Sounds just like the case of Bill Kato who was looked in and 
threatened by the Kibei Club November 5 - OK didnH confuse these two 
men, did he? 

44. What is Sumo? havenH we had it before? 
45. gas or Mat? 
46. The convention in Utah? 
47. Transcribed correctly? 



48. In the confusion of getting settled would it be possible to organize & 
secret group of this sizeT People would hardly have found out who 
their friends and foes were. Moreover, how oould they have kept it 
a secret all this timet Any other evidence on this organization! 

49. Tuscon or Tuscan - a slip that should be corrected? 
50. Ie this the father of 6 children, assailant of TadaT 
51* OAS - Caucasian Administrative StaffT 
52. Why disappointing? The Japanese signs? 
55. Vorhees is correct spelling. Is this OKfs version? Should it be 

retained? 
55. Thffe was some justification really for calling OK an informer - what 

wasMiura's list? 
56. Spelling varies, Kawal, Kawaii. 
57. Helped who out? Confusing. 
58. OAS again? 
59. Were they telling the truth? OK would never admit to his total resources. 
60. "more often"? Transoription? 
61. What is "up*? 
62. Representative who? Something missing her|, I think. 

6% "memorialized"? N 
64. Better footnote Teugawa to refresh reader's memory - the seven children 

whoAe father had bludgeoned their mother and her lover - then gave himself 
up to the authorities. His wife lived? did not live? * 

offioers? take over what? k x A ^ ^ 4 ^ ijLiÔ - , 
65. Training course for what?|||M:rel comtogtrtrott. Better footnote. 
66. Charlie (typist) questioned spelling of Ichloka but it checks with entry 

for January 
67. With sharp breaks of this kind, would it be permiesable to put in stars to 

warn the reader or perhaps use this gap for a footnote on registration 
684 I don't know who questioned these figures but they must surely be wrong. 
" 1887.00? ; 

6?. -
70. Not clear? 
71. JAOL MEETING, CAS meeting or what? Is this meeting "by special invit-



— — — — — — 

at ion" the Issei meeting he speaks of in the next line* 
Give correct versions from gaieagey Spoilage, p. 56. 

72. What does he mean "withheld11? Were the questions submitted on 
paper slips? 

7% Korn or Kent 
Kyowa Kai has never been hyphenated before* Anyway to oheokt 

75« This "yes-no" problem should be fully footnoted somewhere before this« 
Even OK doesn't make clear the evacuees misinterpretation* Both this 
paragraph and the preceding one are confusing. 

76, — ' • - • * . j ' 

77* Aeoording to the Spoilage, p. 61 - they had only hopqd for 3,500, 
actually got 1200 volunteers. Put the figures in heret 

78, Is this true? 
79* OK1 s own immediate reaction was very favorable - see Feb. 7* 19^5. 
60. IfO volunteers - can't seem to check? 
81. ndtcate passage of time somehow? 
82* Something wrong with this time schedule ~ recheck 
83* Insert where this occurred to ease transition? 
84. Star or something to indicate passage of time? 



DRAFT OF FOOTNOTE TO EXPLAIN REGISTRATION 
Insert on February 2nd (b), 19̂ 5* 

Event« preceding the registration and the failure of the Army teams 
and WRA officialspwho presided over registration^to explain the questions, 
created a great deal of misunderstanding among the evacuees* JAOL leaders 
$ad given the WRA to understand that the evacuees were anxious to enlist in the 
aroKto prove their loyalty to the United States, and the Army and WRA proceeded 

even 
on that assumption* The Army/announced in some camps that it "expected" a speci-
fic number of volunteers from that camp« 

The WRA, meanwhile, had decided to include a "leave clearance" questionaire 
with the Army1B registration forms so as to process the entire of evacuees 
together for resettlement and avoid the endless holdups of individual leave 
clearances in Washington* The Army registration forms for Nisei were pri nted 
under a Selective Service letterhead and attached to leave clearance forms 
printed on WRA letterheads - both forms included the ambiguous loyalty 
questions« 

It appeared to the evacuees, therefore, that if they angered "yes" to 
the loyalty question they would either be forced to enlist or forced to leave 
camp and resettle, and that all members of a family must ans||pr alike to 
avoid being separated* There were a number of variations on this misinter-
pretation but they all stemmed from a sense of compulsion and a belief that 
the three question^ were related« 
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Chicago Notes 
1« The Chicago hostel sponsored by the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)« The Kikuchis were to stay here until they could find other 

KpQQffltiEiQBBC housing« 
2« Resettlers faced a series of problems. Finding housing was a major one 
in all sections and especially in Chicago where a particularly acute housing shortag 

A 

existed • Finding employment was of course a prime need« Overcoming or 
adjusting to racial discrimination and anti-evacuee sentiment was an in~ 
truding concern of most resettlers. The adjustment to a new environment, 
reintegration into American life, and reestablishment of personal independence 
were complicated by fear,V̂ isinformation, and cultural differences that 
resulted from the isolation in camp. Many groups assited the resettlers. 
In January of 1943 the WRA opened in Chicago the first of several field offices. 
"These offices...could handle contact work with employers. They could provide 
a check on public attitudes toward fche evacuated people and work toward iny>~ 
proving them, they could furnish a variety of services which the incoming 

j- ft) 
evacuees would need in becoming settled in their new localities." \ WRA A 
STOBT OF HUMAN CONSERVATION, p. 132. J The Friends played an active part 
in finding housing, employment, and otherwise facilitating adjustment. The 
J^ACL staff in Chicago played a similar role in addition to its efforts to 
improve Japanese American public relations. The Salvation Army and other 
religious groups shared in this work. C K describes and evaluates the work 
and contributions of these garoups at length. While his major conclusions 



Z. 

are retained, detailed descriptions of the* organization and functioning \ 
have been deleted. For an account of the problems encountered by evacuees 
and the adjustments nade, see PEOPLE IN MOTION: "THE POSTWAR ADJUSTMENT OF 

A '—" ~~ 

THE EVACUATED JAPANESE AMERICANS* and William Caudill, "Japanese American 
Personality and Acculturation," GENETIC PSYCHOLOGY MONOGRAPHS, 45:3-102, 1952jA«d TKt SoJ vast, II. 
3. Eileen, a Nisei, was a close friend of Mariko. She and Mariko had shared 

w W WioSkt) cêvur- tu 
an apartment. In the unedited diary her activities and relationships with 
the Kikuchis are traced in considerable detail partly because of CJC's personal 

attachment to her* 

is the first of a long series of disappointments and tj 
technicalities over the school situation. Bette had to complete H 

...jJ * 
two more years o£ school because the Chicago public schools would 

/ i not accept her Gila River5 - credits. ^tMPfc^managed, at a nominal 
tuit ion fee of $15» to have her make up a few credits at the Central 
Y High School during the spring and summer of 1945. .Jhen he hoped 
to enter her in the fall as a senior at the Hyde Park Public High 
School. The Chicago School Board, however, not wishing to be swamped 
with non-tax̂ paying students from outside the city, levied an $18 a 
month tuition charge on students whose parents did not reside in the 
city proper. This rule the Board applied with strict technicality 
to the Kikuchi girls and other Nisei whose parents were still in camp. 
Cijy fought the "Battle o£ the Public Schools" with every argument and 
through every agency he could enliet. He pointed out that he was in fact 

€nd ©Wftiutd fi<j*i f f^pttt 
Bette's guardian and her sole means of support- He applied for special 
exemptions on the basis that the Nisei had been forcibly evacuated from 
their home schools and could not get accredited schooling in the camps. 

Friends, the Salvation Army, the YWGA, and finally theACi?il Liberties 



3. 

4.(c0nft.) Union to write letters of protest and recommendation» The 
complete story of his effofcfcs is an amazing record of pertinacity and in-
genuity which could not possibly be included in full, although the major 
defeats and successes have been recorded as they occurred. 

Qniko already had a high school diploma but was up against the same 
nonresident clause for Junior College as Bette at the the Hyde Park High 
School. The total tuition fees for the two gir3A would amount to about 
$425, C! K figured. He hoped that he could establish the principle of 
admitting Nisei free of charge in Bebte's case and then ask for similar 
treatment for Bniko. 
5. Professor Williarm I Thomas and his wife, Mrs. Dorothy S. Thomas, 
study director, and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Miyamoto who wqre staff workers. 
6. C K does not describe his work in detail. His assignments included 
the writing of reports on the morale, social organization, and XXXXEI JACL 
activities at Gila, making regular entries in his diary, and interviewing 
evacuees who had resettled in Chicago. Most of his time was devoted to the 
latter, and he eventually compiled 64 lengthy case histories which are 
models for their detailed coverage and faithful capturing of individual 1 

{¡ĵi personality. Fifteen of these have been published in THE SALVAGE. CK 
frequently recorded parts of his interviews in his diary. While most of 
these have been deleted, a few have been retained to give the reader a 
feeling for the kind'of work he was doing. 
7. CJ£ practiced a similar deception. He made no mention in his diary 
of his "amours" lest his younger sisters read and"be corrupted." In inter-
views C K reported that he had a series of girl friends at Tanforan, Gila, <J 



and Chicago« On occasions at Gila the family thought (ĴK to be at meetings 
when he was with a lady friend on the Butte; and the rapport he established 
with many Nisei girle in Chicago far exceeded that which was necessary for 
successful interviewing« 
8. Mark and Alice followed 8 K's suggestion and wrote their parents that 
they were to be married on June 5th« 

r 
9« Ĉ K is contemplating his assignment interviewi^p resettlers in ̂ hicago. 
10« CJfi. failed to record in the Gila section his strong disapproval of 
many of Bniko's friends whom he classed as "rowdy, zoot-suiters." 
11. This is one of many references to Nisei segregation. C K felt that the 
resettling Japanese Americans ought disperse throughout the larger community 
and associate with Caucasians. He feared the development of segregated 
Nisei communties which would be socially and culturally isolated, and he 
viewed any congregation of Nisei, for whatever purposes, as a step in the 
wrong direction. The WRA favored dispersal but felt l) that social 
assimilation could not be forced, and 2^ that to foster it would be to assume 
a function for which the agency was neither created nor equipped» The JHCL 
also favored dispersion but felt that some banding together was almost 
inevietable and necessary during the intial period of resettlement. The 
Friends also favored social integration, but they also could not decree it 
into existence over strong opposition from large numbers of Nisei and 

otijî l 
Caucasians. Hundreds of pages of the diary are devoted to a discussion of 

A 
these questions with the views of each group stated at length and followed by 
even longer rebuttals in which C K preaches the gospel of social assimilation. 
Most of these pages have been deleted since invariably they reiterate a feeling 
rather than state a plane of action« 
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J > 
> 

tf^f0 

11. (Con't.) In pre-evacuation days the great majority of Japanese 
Americans lived IK socially and, to some extent, geographically isolated 
from Caucasians« Many assisting the resetllement hoped that the Nieei 
would avoid recreating a "Japanese world" and would integrate. In fact, 
integration became one of the chief objectives of all of the help groups. 
Spicer notes^W^isei responded in differing ways to these suggestions 

f and efforts [to integral) . Those who relocated early generally tr#d to 
conform. They deliberately denied themselves Nisei company they longed for. 
They attended mixed-race parties at which they were inwardly ill at ease. 
Some of them became quite well adjusted to this sort of participation after 
a while so the* they continued it from choice. Others grew discoiiraged and 
turned again to other Nisei^or social satisfactions or found some compromise 
acceptable to them. Quite a few never made any serious attempt to integrate.... 
It sometimes happened that integration became an issue. The wo*d acquired 
emotional connotations and was even used as a label for classifying Nisei. 
One girl said:»«For a while in Cleveland it was the subject of no end of 
argument. One girl would say of another «Oh yes, I know her. But I don«t 

| have much to do with her. She«s not integrated, you know.«« IMPOUNDED PEOPLE, 

p.222. 
12. A WRA analyst notes: "In Chicago where more Japanese Americans are 
located than at any other poijit in the country except Los Angeles, there 

near 
are three major areas of settlement, «1th thê north side and the south side 
in the general vicinity of the University of Chicago accounting for KM two thirds 
of the 15,000 to 20,000 in that city....The north side concentration lies in 
a depressed transition area characterized by rundown rooming houses, hotels, 
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and a large number of cheap night clubs and bars••..The south side area 
tends to be one of small XpiXKMÍXMiXX unit apartments, the University 
of Chicago area especially so. Vrtmeats around the Cottage Grove -39th 
to 43rd street area, tend to be a little bigger and it is here that many 
of the south side family groups have settled»" PEOPLE IN MOTION: TOE POSTWAR 

•y/i crXrOt/̂  ADJUSTMENT OF THE EVACUATED JAPANESE AMERICANS, pp. 168-69. Mariko Mamá 
infcthe north side area; C K in̂ the south side. »v 
13. The Japanese family is patriarchal, consequently a married female 
identifies with the family of her husband. Dr. Norbeck writes: "Daughters, 
by marrying into other households, develop new familial obligations which 
serve eventually to exclude them from the households of their procreation." 
(Edward Norbeck, TAKASHIMA: A JAPANESE FISHING COMMUNITY, University of 
Utah Press, 1954, p.50.) When Mrs. Kikuchi speaks of not being able to 
call upon her married daughters, she is probably thinking in terms of the 
above« C K's references separating Alice from the Kikuchi family may reflect \y 
his American cultural values centering in the nuclear or conjugal family 
rather than an influence of Japanese culture« 
X2ÍX Alice went to Gila and arrived in time for the funeral as is indicated 
by 
ÍK a letter Mrs. Kikuchi wrote Mariko: (Translated) 

Dear Mariko: 
Papa finally died.. It was July 29 at 8:15 P.M. On Wednesday, 
July 28 mother went at 4:45 after dinner to feed papa. It was 
then that a friend told me that papa had a high fever and that 
an ice bag had been placed on his forehead, I placed my hand 
on his forehead and found it was hot, I became frightened so I called Dr. Sugiyama who told me that poison was circulating 
through his system and that his condition was critical, ̂ o that 
night I stayed by" his bedside but Tom name and called me. The 
next morning I went again to the hospital at 11 A.M. and by that 
time he could not eat or drink anything but I gave him a spoonful 
of ice water. I was alone with him when the end came. Dr. Sugi-
yama told me that the end was near but ̂ om and I both could not 
believe it. He died very peacefully. Mama believes that it was 



because I prayed to God that his end would be peaceful that 
he did not suffer in the end, I didn»t know whatto^jdo^bufc-—-U^cJ JupM> 
everyone like the Block Manager, Mr, Tator, MeryMDbata, Mrs. 
Sato and others were very helpful. The wake service was held 
August 5 and the funeral on August 6. Alice arrived in time, 
I intend to write to C.,E. and B. Please tell J. about it too. 
Flowers were sent by Dr, Aiomas, Mr. Spemcer, Mariko, the 
Women1s Club and many others. 

14. Between September 13 and November 8, CJC began a series of almost 
daily rounds in which he visited or telephoned everyone who might con-
ceivably bring pressure to bear on the Board of Education: Dr. Johnson of 
the University of uhicago; Miss Herrick, President of the chicago Teacher̂  
Union, Mr. Terrell of the WRA, the Society of Friends, the Legal Aid 
Society, and Mr. Hunter of United charities. He talked with members of 
the Board of Education but they were adamant, and the 20CXXX agencies 
could do little more than put forward the arguments or suggestions that 
CK had already followed, so that it became a seemingly endless runaround. 
15. George Taki (shortened form of Takigawa) Mariko's "steady^ 
16. Alice had moved to Rockford, Illinois to be near the camp where Mark 
was stationed. 

17. CJC does not mention in his diary that he declined Mr. Adamic * s 
invitation. 

18. ̂ ince most resettlers worked during the day, C K had to conduct 
most interviews in the evening. The average length of interview was about 
four hours although many ran much longer. In all cases call backs were made 
to record adjustment as an "on going process." During the day CJ£ would 
dictate the interviews to a secretary at his office at the 
University of Chicago and visit various groups assisting the resettlers. 



19« Or at least CJ£ hoped so. Actually, the Board's letter gave no 
reason for the change in theifc decision and did not indicate wheiJbr 
this was merely an individual decision affecting the Kikuchis or a 
blanket deci»sion for all Nisei. C K believed that added pressure ' 
from the American Ciin.1 Liberties Union had influenced the Board, and he 
sat down immediately and wrote to all agencies that had helped him and 
might help other Nisei in the same difficulty. 

20. Most of the events leading to this "crisis" have been deleted. During 
the preceeding six months C K made almost daily entries regarding his 
conflicts (often covert) with Eciiko. The many entries omitted are almost 
identical with those left in. C K did not want Bniko drawn into the 
Nisei social whirl; and Baiko, with few Caucasian friends, objected to 
leading a life cut off from Nisei. While Alice and Mariko verbally 
supported C K's position, their activities as leaders in the Nisei social 
world acted as a pulling force in the opposite direction. C K's persohal 

to Nisei« 

21« In addition to interviewing resettlers C K was expected to keep in 
touch with the resettlement situation by visiting the offices of the 
WRA, JACL, Friends, and other groups associated with evacuees. Many 
similar descriptions of CJf's MXX daily rounds have been deleted® 

22« The Army and Navy had just released news of the Bataan atrocity, and 
the State Department had recently published an indictment of Japan for 
torturing and executing large numbers of American and British prisoners» 

diary- was confined almost entirely 
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23. Nursing was one of many occupations in which *miko expressed interest» 
During the preceeding few months her interest in the cadet nursing program 
had been steadily increasing» 

24« The naive moralizing which frequently appears in the diary (and great 
amounts have been elided) was unquestionably inserted for the benefit of 
Bette and imiko who, C K suspected, read his diary regulalfcy« 

25« The resettlers interviewed by C K included the stable and well adjusted 
as well as the disorganized type described above» Interviews with "rowdies" 
are more often recorded in the diary (also for the edification of his sisters), 
but the reader should not assume that they are "typical Nisei«11 A more repre -
sentative picture is given by the case histories published in THE SALVAGE, 
pp« 151-563• A description of better adjusted Nisei is presented also in 
William Caudill, "Japanese Verican Personality and Acculturation," GENETIC 
PSYCHOLOGY MONOGRAPHS, 45:3-102,1952» 

26» The six years included time spent at Los Angeles Stafee College and 
San XXKFrancisco Stake College for which Jack was able to obtain only 
partial credit at Drew^wCvct Sî ĵ, 

27» Japanese Americans were still barred from the West Coast« Violators 
were subject to criminal prosecution. 

28» Accounts of Mariko's problems have been omitted except where they 
seemed to have direct bearing upon XKS C K's course of life« In the v 
unabridged diary pages are devoted to Mariko's continual employment and 
housing crises« Her jobs were varied and brief and interspersed with long 
periods of unemployment. Her nightly parties and many phone calls seldom failed 

11 to irritate both other tenants and landlords and percipitate housing crises» 



29. In preparation for entering the Cadet Nursing Program in the fall* 

30. Transportation and expenses incurred visitng an ill person in camp. 

31. Throughout the war the Navy refused to accept any person of Japanese 
descent, - f i l ' l i Prejudice, War, and the Constitution, p. 166 

32. By this dat approximately 3500 evacuees had resettled from Gila, and 
almost 27,000 from other WRA camps. The Evacuated People A Quantitative 
Description, pp. 30,33. 

33. Wntil the final days of camp operation when the WRA was "putting pressure" 
on evacuees to resettle, the great majority of resettlers were young persons. 
Through 1944, 31 pereent of the resettlers were 20-24 years old and 61 perdent 
fell in the 15-29 age group. T i M B i M P Impounded People, p.220. The 
social and demographic characteristics of resettlers best, described 
^ The Salvage, pp. 105-128. 

34. To attend summer school in preparation for entering the Cadet Nursing 

Program in the fall. 

35. Because of his fofamilarity with Japanese American culture, CK makes many 
observations that are incorrect. His implication that few Nisei have family 
lines investigated before marriage is in error. While Nisei may view the 
baishakunin as a mere formality, in a very large proportion of Nisei marriages 
family lines will be investigated. The opposition of the Kikuchi family to this 
and the omission of it by Alice and Mariko-is highly atypical. V^kw ^ ^ 
"RbtwIVrc^vK IWcmc. -IM fa** * hfwttivi o* IhJ 
SvNSWttiAi/vW ftw^ . ̂ .vw Kw I ̂ pa, 7M1). 

36. Anti-evacuee senLimenCnad been increasing during the preceeding few 

months. A few public dance halls refused to admit Nisei, some employers 

b m 
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had ceased hiring Nisei, and the press had begun to feature anti-

evacuee stories« 

37. It was necessary for Nisei to obtain U M M M K security clearance to 

attend the University of Chicago. The reason for this (not known to 

the Nisei at the time) was the secret atomic research being conducted 

at the university. 

38. Dolores left Chicago on August 30th to return to San Francisco. 
After considerable discussion (recorded in the unedited diary) she 
and Jack had decided that her parents should be told of XXSXiOiiXXP 
their marriage although each feared a very unfavorable reaction« 

39. Eileen was rooming with George and Mariko at KX this time« 

40. A proclamation issued on December 17, 1944 stated that mass 
exclusion of Japanese Americans from the West Coast would be terminated 
as of January 20, 1945. After this date, Japanese Americans, with some 

few exceptions, were free to return to the West Soast« cf. t oa.. Bwinlr, riTlltf^ , 

Prftiup.riine. War, and the Constitution, pp.173-74. 
41. Professor̂  Barnhart writes: "In the belief that the residents of the 
centers should return to Ameiican life as soon as possible, ifyer [Director 
WRAJ acted to speed the outward flow. The leave system was largely abandoned. 
Relocation assistance in the forms of grants for travel and transportation 
of household goods' was provided if the WRA approved the 'relocation plan« 

of the center resident. In December, 1944, it was announced that the centers 

would be closed sometime during the next year." PREJUDICE, WAR AND THE 

J j J ^ CONSTITUTION, p. 174. ^Zwf * c K t 1 

• • • | iiiMgMi^^ MBWMiiBffiBB Hm 



42. C K's reaction parallels that of the majority of evacuees who were 
very much opposed to an early closing of the camps. A WRA XX community 
analyst notes that while the WRA staff had anticipated some objections 
to closing the camps, "It is questionable, however, whether many staff 
members foresaw just how deep-seated and widespread these feelings would M 
actually be....The predominant feelings, as reported by community analysts 
at the centers, was one of disbelief. Every possible pretext was eagerly 
seized upon bo justify the rationalization that WRA did not actually intend 
to close the eenters and that its announcement was merely a »bluff1 to 
stimulate further relocation. An evacuee at one of the centers summed up 
this feeling rather succinctly when he reportedly said,»This is a city. 
You can11 close a city.»" WRA A STORY OF HUMAN CONSERVATION, p. 145 
The WRA announced that individuals would be physically compelled to leave 
if this were necessary. Actually force was used in only a half dozen 
cases. #Ibid. p.151.4 All WRA camps were closed by the end of 194fc with 
the exception of Tule Lake into which the "disloyal" had been segregated. 
Gila River Camp closed on November 11, 1945« 

43« By this date more than 5000 evacuees had resettled from Gila. THE 
EVACUATED PEOPLE A QUANTITATIVE DESCRIPTION, p. 33. The great majority of 
these resettiers were young adults. See Note 33« 

44« Mark had bean sent overseas« 

m x x E K x i x m i H 



45» The Cottage Grove section was a "family area" for restettlers. 
See note 12* 

46 • At the time CJC received his IA classification he wrote Tom 
advising him to remain in camp. 

47« At this time C K was not sure that scholarships totaling $500 ^ Stvd^i-
from the Kobe College fund and the Nation Japanese American Relocation 

Council would be renewed for the coming school year. They were. 

48* Bette had summer employment in a factory. 

49« Bette had failed three course and was considering leaving the 
University of Chicago to tenter the Cadet Nursing Program. 



Re Chicago notes. 
1. I think we had better not use Mrs. Bluementhal1 s name (Charlie's landlady). 
Charlie says some nasty things about her which may or may not be correct. While 
the landladyis side is not presented, a letter from Emiko indicates that she 
loafed on the job regularly. In the interest of fairness to Mrs. Bluementhal I 
think we should just use an initial. What you think? 

2. Dorothy - is note 5 correct? Were XMK Frank and Michie Miyamoto husband and 
fe? 

^ 3. Is note 30 correct. Jack went to camp to visit Mrs. K. when she was ill. 
He indicates that the WRA will pay XK his transportation plus 25 bucks. I've checked 
WKA publications and can't fiind a policy statement about paying expenses to 
visit an ill person in camp, but would guess they would. 

4. Is note 3$X 37 correct. I got this information from Charlie about the 
0 clearance Befete needed to attend the University off Chcicago. 
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Page 2: Bette's Jappnesp'name was Yoriko, not Yuriko; Miyako 
' became Margie not Marjorie. 

Page 4: I would prefer not to identify Lytton for personal 
reasons. And,add'children from fcuaick broken homes at end cf 
paragraph 1 on page 4 as most of the children in thehome were 
in this category. 
KxaxnatxglxsK U ,f=t /c Q fo-^y. J 3 J 
Page 9, 2nd Paragraph: I defáiitely did net work in Reno Cribs 
as that is a shack for prostitutes. I did work in gambling 
houses and on the railroads in Nev. 
Page 16: George Taki, not Iganawa. 
Also page 16: Bette was in Ü. of Chicago at time I went into Army. 
Page 17: My main reason for not including sex history was '-t 
felt that confidential relationships should be kept that way a£_v_ 

Page 9: I never returned to houseboy work once I left it, but 
I did go out and clean houses on a one day basis. 
Page 17: the comment about the ks. lack of privacy in camp 
an̂ txat my"notice " doesn't seem to be pertinent. 
X know it is a lousy trick to be full of criticisms and then 
run. 
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