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The New Year has started out in a rainy and miserable way, but last night it 

was nice and crisp. We left the house about 6:30 yesterday  and we didn't get back 

for over 24 hours. It was one of the craziest New Year's Eve we have had, but 

interesting. This is the third one I have spent in NYC, and by all odds the best. 

Yuriko got all dressed up and she was looking most attracti ve. We didn't feel any 

air of excitement, but felt that it would be entertaining to spend a leisurely 

evening out with company. Si and Elsie were waiting for us a t his studio on 16th 

street, and we looked at a few of their drawings before s tarting out for dinner. 

The paintings which Elsie made while in India were partic ularly nice. Jo Ann, a 

striking blond, came in for a few minutes to say "hello" to Si . She worked with 

him in Washington, and she just returned from Muncie, In d. where a progressive 

group has been carrying on some sort of study about how pub lic opinion is moulded. 

Jo Ann is married to a grandson of Susan B. ̂ nthony, a feminist reformer of the 

last century. The tradition apparently must have been han ded down the family line 

as all of the descendents are engaged in progressive soc ial action, so Si tells us. 

Vie had a pleasant dinner at Cafe Johnny where the food wa s excellent, service 

p;racious, and prices high. But, we ate delightful Ital ian and French food leisurely, 

and talked about politics and art in between mouthfuls of delicious morsals. ¿lsie 

was attractively dressed up also so that the girls drew so me looks of approval from 

the few men at the bar. We chatted about past new year's eve celebrations and -shat 

it meant to us. Elsie said that she liked to be gay and with a l ot of people, while 

Si preferred a quieter time. He thought that people celebra ted wildly the end of 

the year because it was the epitome of past disappointmen ts and future hopes. 

Yuriko said that New Years used to be a very special holiday i n Japan. All of a 

sudden she remembered that we had not thought about gettin g any of the traditional 

Japanese foods for New Years. I asked her how she felt abou t that and she said that 

it was the first time in her life she did not have mochi but she didn't miss it at 

all, it wasn't that important anymore, just another day. I was a bit surprised that 

she passed it off so lightly because she made quite a p oint of getting mochi last 
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year. Yuriko told Si and Elsie that this was one of the last ex ternal Japanese 

traditions she had left, but she could let go of it lightly  because it no longer 

had any significance for her. Thank G 0d, I don't have to eat any of those leaden 

rice dumplings this year. I told Yuriko last year that th ey were good because we 

were newly married and I would have said mud pies were good i f she had prepared 

them  I  Now that the excitement of marriage is not so new, but on a more sustained 

level,  1  can be more discriminating about my foodi 

About 9:30 we all went up to Kenny's party after promisin g Si and Elsie that 

we would go to their artist's party later in the evening. Whe n we got there, Kimi 

was so glad because not so many people had turned up and th e party was very quiet. 

Warren seemed to be in one of those morose moods, must have b een school worries or 

something. Betty had something wrong with her nose and she h ad to lie down. Sam 

Ishikawa, the JACL chamber of commerce man, was expansive ly telling about his ex-

ploits with ADC, moonface smile and all. Tosh Miyamoto an d his timid wife just sat. 

A couple of Kenny's office friends were there, but they le ft early. Kenny was ex-

pecting several more friends and every few minutes he wou ld anxiously go to the door 

to listen for approaching footsteps. He wanted us to stay for a poker session, but 

Si wanted to move on, as he had promised other friends he wou ld meet them at the 

artist's party. We reluctantly took our leave after wishin g them a happy new year, 

but I felt a bit guilty for walking out on them because Kimi wa s sure to think ihat 

we left because it was so dull. Yuriko kept on reassuring me that it was alright 

because she had explained to Kimi that we had to go to a comp any party so I felt a 

little better about it. I more than suspect that Kenny and W arren think that we are 

getting a bit snobbish about old friends because we have n't gone to any of their 

parties recently, but it is not that we don't care for them. It is some of their 

sophomorish friends who irritate me with their constant cha tter about the "Nisei 

problem," no matter what the occasion may be-as if the wor ld is still revolving 

about the Nisei and they feel an overwhelming urge to tal k about it constantly. 

When I see how Kenny and Warren are slowly being drawn i nto this net of circumstances, 
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I begin to wonder if any person from a minority dare to mo ve in more normal levels; 

not by desperately avoiding what they are physically, but t hrough positive adjust-

ments to larger circles. I'm sure that the fruits of inte gration is more than an 

emotional clinging to the past within small clusters of Ni sei who may have the same 

thinking, I think that Kenny and Warren can do it as they se em equipped intellectually 

and emotionally to be comfortable in an ever widening social circle. I don't object 

to their Nisei friends per se, but I'm not interested in the t ype of thinking they 

bring with them. I guess this was what bothered me as I was afr aid that Kenny might 

make the interpretation that I was making a subjective rejec tion. A few years ago 

this might have been more true, but I think that I have enoug h personal feeling of 

security now and I really don't give a damn whether there i s a Nisei society or not. 

And for that reason, I didn't want Kenny and Kimi to misun derstand that we left 

because we felt it was too much of a "Nisei party." The seco nd reason was: it's 

not nice to walk out on any party to which one has been kindl y invited. 

My twinge of guilt was forgotten by the time we got on the c rowded subway and 

started downtown. Si bought a bottle so we could take a nip and keep warm. The 

artist's party was being held in a loft over a lumber sh op, and it was crowded worse 

than a subway jam when we got there. The large studio room was so filled with people 

that there was no room to sit or walk. One just stood sti ll with just room enough 

to move the drinks up to the lips. A large side table was cove red with about 100 

bottles of liquor. There must haje been over 100 people th ere. We barged in with 

the easy familiarity of old friends even though Yuriko and I didn't know a soul 

there. There was so much confusion that nobody cared a nyway. At midnight, the 

excited babble of voices reached its height and everyone started to sine; and kiss. 

This confusion mounted by the minute. I stood by the bar a nd tried out all of the 

most expensive brands of liquor, and Yuriko was steadily d rinking down all I handed 

her over the heads of people, '"hen the crowd got too heav y at the bar, we circulated 

around the room a bit and met some of Si's friends. The host and hostess looked so 

happy that they were positively sparkling and they welcomed us warmly. Everybody was 

embracing others with affectionate tenderness even thoug h many were total strangers. 
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We met one artist there who does some work forTJN and he com mented to me, "The UN 

would be an overwhelming success if people could be just pe ople and forget their 

differences like tonight." To demonstrate, he went over t o a dazzling blond and 

kissed her, but I am sure he had more emotional motivatio ns than intellectual 

while making this pointi Yuriko and Elsie seemed to be full o f surprised delight 

as they got more than their share of attention. I think some of the single men 

there would have been happy if I as Yuriko's husband were n ot around. Si looked 

bored and indifferent until he started meeting old girl f riends, and then Elsie 

paid more attention to him. 

We talked to a lot of people but we didn't get to know any ve ry well because 

we just circulated here and there. A Thomas of Harvard f ell all over us because 

he had just returned from Japan and he was now studying Jap anese at school. While 

we were talking to him, a couple came up to us and said, "Pard on us, but we were 

just looking at you and Marcie said to me, "Wouldn't it be nice if we could take 

them to our party?' so even if we are complete strangers, we  would like you to 

come and honor us with a visit." Both Yuriko and I were a bi t high by this time 

so we took them up on it after telling Si and Elsie that we wo uld meet them at Don 

and Lee's party about 2:00 am. Paul Moss, the host, didn't w ant us to leave as he 

had turkey and ham to be served, but Bob and Marcia were firm. After we got out-

side, introductions were made all around. It was so amusing for us to be picked up 

like this and we hadn't the slightest idea of what it was a ll about. Bob gravely 

told us that we "stood out" in "that crowd of cattle" and he w anted to know us 

better so that was the reason why "we are stealing you away. " Bob, it turned out, 

is a businessman, and his wife, Mary Grace, is an associate ed itor with Fortune 

Magazine. (She immediately asked us if we knew Mine Okubo. ) Marcia*s husband, Andy, 

is a businessmanager at Swarthmore College. I don't reme mber any of the other 

people at that party on Horatio Street. Yuriko was feeli ng quite gay, but she 

always holds her drinks in a ladylike manner so I was not wor ried about her. *ut 

when I started to talk to Marcia about the sex life of the younger generation, 

Yuriko came over to protect her interests as she said I g ot a "certain" gleam in 
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my eyes, and it was to no avail when I tried to convince her t hat it was only from 

the drinks. After Maroia squeezed my hands, Yuriko decided w e had better leave. 

We had a pleasant time at that place, and we were laughing all the way back about 

how we had been picked up. It turned out that Andy thought we were Chinese, and 

he wanted us at that party so he could tell us about the 50 C hinese students sent 

to Swarthmore during the war and the memorial the Chinese go vernment built on the 

campus in commemoration of this. Andy seemed to be a typical YMCA character and we 

suspected that his wife and Bob were having a triangle affa ir. 

We got to Don and Lee's party about 3:30, and we were there u ntil about 7:00 

a.m. About 60 people were moving in and out, lots of drink s flowing. Don said he 

didn't know half of "the people there as they were brought b y friends. Not many 

of the company members were there except Duggy and Bob John s. There was a folk 

singer there who was playing his instrument and singing a ll evening. Sue and Liz 

were there, and Sue was still as politically minded as ever .  s he was excited about 

the third party prospects and she felt that all of us should g o out and recruit for 

Wallace right away. She is going out to Kansas in a couple of days to do some 

organizing work out there and then return to NYC and cam paign actively for the 

third party until elections. I don't know how she will make  a living, but that is 

not an important consideration for her. Sue is getting mor e and more masculine, 

but she got soft and limp when I kissed her. It supports my  theory that Sue  shew Id 

find a lover for herself and then her work might be more e ffective if she had a 

better balanced life. She doesn't live with Lizz any more as s he said that she 

needed more privacy in order to write. Liz was being very sar castic to a some 

tipsy oharacter there who was defending his wife whom Liz  called a bent over blond. 

This blond was one of the dazzling Cafe Society kind of girl s, and I couldn't make 

out if she were a war bride or not.  6 he had an English accent and she was singing 

French and German and Australian songs all the time. 

By 7:00 we were getting tired so we accepted Bob and Duggy's i nvitation to go 

home with them for a waffle breakfast. Vie had coffee and de cided to sleep for a 

while before eating. It was eight in the morning by the time we got to bed. 
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Around 3:30 we woke up, and Duggy sent Bob out to the stor e and she started break-

fast. Bob is very funny he grumbles a lot about Duggy ord ering him around, and he 

said that he was going to make a whip so that he could snap it a t her. He has a 

very good sense of humor so ̂ uggy can't get sore at him for too l ong. They are 

still adjusting to each other, and Bob doesn't want to g et trained to doing dishes 

and housework so he gently resists. Duggy has to tell him in detail everything to 

do, and then she gets disgusted and tells him that he can't be trusted to do any-

thing. This hurts Bob's feelings so he goes ahead and sets t he table by himself 

without further directions. We had a very nice breakfa st and by the time it was 

finished it was getting dark outside  '.  Afterwards we listened to the Rose Bowl 

football game over the radio, and some of the other game s. Bob used to play with 

some of the college football players so he was quite int erested in listeneing to 

how they were doing. He seems to be doing fairly well with his leather purse business 

now. They have a nioe apartment for which they pay $75 rent . Duggy has to watch 

the budget carefully so that they won't go into debt. It he lped them out a lot to 

get many wedding presents from relatives. Her sister is in C hicago now for Life 

Magazine so that they are using her magnificent radio wh ile she is gone. 

We invited them to come over to our apartment for a steak dinn er, but  u uggy 

said she was sleepy and it was too wet and cold outside. Bob wa nted to come and 

eat steak, but he didn't want to leave without Duggy. W e went over to the Moss 

studio to pick up Yuriko's jacket on the way home, but nobod y was there. It was 

8:30 by the time we got here—over 24 hours since we went out  1  On the way home 

I saw some anti-semetic literature scrawled on the subway posts: something about 

"get the kikes out of Hollywood." There has been some vic ious rumors going around 

lately about the Jews of Hollywood, and the bankers seem to be behind some of this 

as they wish to get financial control of the screen and kill  all liberal thinking. 

Si and Elsie have invited us to a housewarming party up in Qu eens tomorrow 

night* 
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There has not been any heat in the house all day so that I w as forced to 

remain in bed all morning reading "Magic Mountain" by Thoma s Mann. Yuriko got up 

earlier as she had to teach a class. She instructed me to sle ep so that I was 

able to relax in the warm bed without fear of getting chast ised for being lazy. 

Yuriko wants me to enjoy the rest of my vacation. Mr. Sweene y was up a while ago 

to bring the medicine cabinet which we have been waiting p atiently for ever since 

moving in here. He seems to be a nice guy. He was telling me that his holiday 

was sort of spoiled as his 75 year old mother fell down an d almost lost an eye. 

We heard from Jack and Dolores. Jack has been ill with his pleurisy again, 

but he is better now. We didn't even know of that. He said that Mom had returned 

all of the money he left in Chicago so he is going to try and g et Mariko to share 

with him in the purchase of a washing machine. Although Dol ores mentioned that 

their financial status was not as good as before, Jack said that they bought a 

«36 automobile for $600, but that it was not for pleasur e but convenience. Dolores 

is learning how to drive so that it will not take her so lon g to go to work. He 

hopes that they will be able to get out to Chicago next sum mer and possibly NYC if 

the car holds out. Dolores quit her job as head nurse at Sta nford hospital, and she 

works part time for the public school system taking care of children. She likes 

this job much better. The $160 a month she gets for this is no t enough for them 

so she works part time as a nurse at U.C. hospital. Dolores fin ally got her natural-

ization papers. She was born in the Philippines so was not e ligible for citizenship 

until after the law was changed during the war. Jack says sh e is of Spanish and 

Chinese descent. Jack says they really have things fairly easy because Mrs. I. 

gives them a lot of food from the grocery shop. They sound qui te happy even though 

Jack's illness has interrupted his studies. He didn't say when he was returning to 

his classes at med. sohool—this would have been his third y ear there. 

Alice dropped us a line thanking us for the presents, and her letter was filled 

with her usual comments about financial problems. I thin k Alice gets a pleasure 

in telling people what a hard time she is having because sh e always refers to her 

financial situation when she writes. It might be connecte d to the poverty of the 
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family during her childhood, but I don 1t know why Alice is affected more by this 

^ ^ than the others. Maybe it is because she has children of he r own and she is worried 

that Mark will not be able to give them security. 

I don't hear much about family affairs because I don't write . Yuriko urges 

me to do so, but I don't seem to have much to say to them, an d I would prefer it 

if Yuriko did the writing—like Dolores does for Jack. I gue ss I sort of drifted 

away from family affairs with my marriage, and with the kno wledge that Emiko and 

Bette could help out. The family seems to center around Chi cago, but my feelings 

no longer are as preoocupied with family interests like d uring the years when I 

was more directly responsible. Since I never lived wit h the family much, I suppose 

it is inevitable that I drift away from them easier than the  others. It's not a 

lack of a sense of loyalty, but the main way in which I was abl e to help the family 

was through finanoial responsibility and they don't ne ed it so much now. I don't 

seem to have the gregarious temperment for relatives and in-laws as the others 

^fc have, or maybe I esoaped it through distance. 

( 



3246 

3 January 1948, Saturday 

Another storm and freeze came over the city, and everything i s really in a 

mess now. There is a terrific fuel shortage, and we did not ge t any heat at all 

today. If it does not come on soon, we may be forced to go to a movie or something 

in order to keep warm. This is just like a cold water flat ri ght now. Last night 

we didn't know whether to go up to Forest Hills or not to vis it Si and Elsie because 

of the freezing cold, but finally decided to go there becaus e we had no way of 

notifying them. Very few of the people they invited turne d up because it was too 

far and so cold. It took us about 45 minutes to get up there, and we lost our 

way after getting off the subway. 

Si and Elsie have a beautiful apartment, very modern, amp le in space, terrific 

in looks. He didn't have to build a thing because everything was provided, including 

many closets. It is in a modern building with elevator serv ice and all of the con-

veniences. They were so happy to get the place after movi ng to about 10 places in 

the two years of married life in NYC. Now they feel that t hey are permanently settled 

and they may even raise a family because the neighborhood i s so nice. I said that 

this taste of wealth was going to make him forget the pre leitariet and this led to 

quite a discussion about what economic system provided th e best for the people— 

if the distribution system was sound and it was not price d out of sight. Si 

vigorously defended his position that one could enjoy the fr uits of private enter-

prise while at the same time work for a more equitable distri bution. I said that 

this was not living up to one's principles and that Si shoul d move to a slum and 

be with the people. We were debating this point for the purp ose of getting Jimmy 

to give out with some of his opinions. Elsie picked him up at h er ad agency and 

she has been encouraging him to think about political mat ters. Jimmy took the Church 

viewpoint, as expected. He comes from a sheltered and close knit family, brother 

is a priest, and he believes that the Catholic Church is th e last defense against 

Communism. He said that the Churoh has strayed away from th e people a bit, but it 

was a living force in whioh true democracy could be practiced . We agreed with him 

in theory, but pointed out that there was some difficulty  in practice and this was 
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on© of the main reasons why religion was not such a strong fo rce in the modern world. 

I told him about how the Church had taken such a reactionary p osition against the 

people in some of the European countries because of the d esire to preserve material 

possessions. Jimmy felt that the Catholic Church was refo rming. Vie did not attack 

his belief in his religion, but discussed religious philo sophy in relation to the 

happiness of the people. Jimmy believed that rich peopl e were more religious 

because they could afford to be, while Si felt that poorer people clung more to a 

faith because they had very little else to cling to. Jimm y agreed that a religion 

would decay if it did not offer anything more positive. Ji mmy follows his religion 

closely, doesn't eat meat on Friday, but drinks like a fish. . He has been trying to 

break away from the controlling hold of his family, but Si po inted out that this 

was practioally asking him to give up his religion. Jimmy i s 25, but he giggled 

like an adolescent. He wants to be a painter, but only pai nts religious figures, 

which may be a reflection of some terrific guilt feelings o f some kind. Elsie is 

trying to get him to paint more about life as he sees it abou t him. 

After Jimmy left, Si said that he was a bit discouraged be cause so many liberals 

were throwing up the sponge now for fear of being labeled a communist, and he inter-

preted that the basis for this was economic insecurity. He t old of a geologist 

friend who worked for the government for years suddenly giv ing up his profession 

and going into finances, frantically saving up money out i n Denver, and writing 

long letters about how he has solved all of his life's conf licts by finding God. 

Si believed that this was a reflection of what was going on al l over the country, 

a sort of escapism, and that the danger of it was that fasc ist forces would take 

over everything before we awoke to the danger. I didn't thin k that it would go 

that far, but agreed that the political developments next year was important for the 

future of world peace and that Wallace might be able to ex ert some pressure on the 

Democrats to return to more liberal policies. I also felt that Russia had to come 

half way since we could not enforce world peace by ourse lves. We talked politics 

and art until about 3:30, and also about how to go on a di et. Yuriko does not 

believe that I can stick to a diet, and she may be right bec ause I don't have much 
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will power when it comes to food* 

We slept until noon and vainly waited for the heat to come on . It was so 

cold that it was impossible to move around the house with out being all bundled 

out. I went out shopping for a present for Mrs. M. with *uri ko, and then she went 

on to her rehearsal. I wandered down Atlantic Avenue, and wa s amazed at the color-

ful district I stumbled into. Within a space of five blocks, I saw a Syrian bakery, 

Turkish delicatessen, Hebrew synagogue, Puerto Rican trav el agency, Chinese laundry, 

Swiss Employment agency, Negro barber shop, and a Catholic Church. It's only a 

couple of blocks from our apartment, but I have never gone th at way before. Yuriko 

will be quite interested in seeing this district as she likes to prowl around the 

city too. It seemed to be a real melting pot area, but in a b lighted and economically 

depressed area. Right in the middle of it is a Super  A  and P where  1  did some 

shopping for the first time. I bought enough vegetables for several days because it 

was cheap and we will be able to keep them fresh in the plast ic container we have 

in our refrigerator. Meat prioes have gone up sharply as a result of the storms, 

although the papers report that heavy supplies have been s hipped in. I think that 

store owners are taking advantage of the storm to raise all o f the prices. Butter 

is $»1 a pound or more so we have given up and we use margarin e now. Eggs are close 

to $1 a dozen too so we use them very sparingly. But if all pri ces continue to 

rise, we just can't give up eating so it looks like we are g oing to get stuck 

plenty for food prices the rest of this winter. This is wh at the people get for 

following the Republican slogan of "Had Enough?" directe d against OPA controls. 

I don't know how *uriko manages but we seem to have steak at le ast once a week. 

Sne doesn't think I appreciate her shopping, but it is just s hock over inflationary 

prices• 
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It was so cold last night that we had to go to a movie in order to  keep from 

freezing. It wasn't such a good picture, but at least we we re comfortable. Vie 

went to bed around 1:30 a.m. Along about 3:30 Yuriko woke me u p by going to the 

window. I asked her what was wrong and she said there was a fir e. Sure enough 

flames and smoke was pouring out from the large building a cross the street. The 

fire was next to it--the Jewish synogogue—and it was a gon er. The people in 

the next building were frantically piling all of their bel ongings into sheets and 

there were firemen running all over the place. For a while it looked like the 

huge building would also catch fire, but the ohurch fire wa s kept under control. 

We saw it this morning and the entire roof was burned off and the insides were 

glutted. They must have poured tons of water into the place. I made Yuriko get 

dressed in case we had to evacuate this building, and said that we could not take 

anything but a few papers. Yuriko answered that we must get f ire insurance on 

our things| then she went back to sleep. I watched the fire for about an hour 

and a half until I was convinced that it would not spread a nd then I went back 

to bed. I don't know what the cause for the fire was: it might have been sabotage. 

For the first time, I noticed that a number of Chinese live d in the building across 

the street« 

This morning I was very sleepy when we got ready to go up to Lon g Island to 

visit i Virs. M. We had a nice trip up there on the railroad and the cou ntryside was 

covered with snow yet. When we got up there, I stood in line f or an hour waiting 

to see Dr. Kris, the psyohiatrist while Yuriko went in to see her mother. Dr. 

Kris was so busy that she didn't have much time for anybod y and she rushed them 

out in about three minutes so that I didn't have a chance to re ally talk to her. 

She said that Mrs. M. had made very good improvement, and s he was eating now, quite 

cheerful, worked around on the ward, and that she might be ready to leave in a 

couple of weeks. Dr. ̂ ris said that she wanted Yuriko to sto p in before we left 

so that she could find out what Mrs. M. thought about because she was not able 

to communicate. She did not think that Mrs. M. should come t o live with us as that 

would definitely be harmful, but suggested that I contac t Rev. Matsumoto again to 
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see if the placement plan could be re-initiated. Dr. Kris felt that the relapse 

was due to the shock treatment, but she gave some veiled hi nts that it was partly 

the fault of Dr. R. for not understanding the patient too well and inferred that 

she was a much better psychiatrist. My impression was not that favorable because 

Dr. Kris seemed to be a dominating type of woman who acted like she knew all of 

the answers. I got the feeling that she was just anxious to g et Mrs. M. out of 

the hospital as soon as possible in order to enlarge her s core of discharges. She 

did not impress me as having such a personal interest in th e patients as persons 

as Dr. R., she lacked the warm human quality. 

After seeing Mrs. M. I was convinced that Dr. Kris was a bi t too hasty in 

proposing discharge. She apparently has misinterpreted M rs.  M 1s. cheerfulness as 

a normal reaction. But from what Yuriko said, Mrs. M. seemed to be unduly exciteable, 

in a sort of manic state, and her great humor did not coinci de with what she was 

feeling. Mrs. M. did look a lot better physically, seemed to have gained weight, 

and her speech was more coherent. But she also said many ra mbling things which 

did not make sense and there was considerable disconnecti on of thoughts. She 

looked suspiciously about her as she talked, cupped h er hands over her mouth and 

spoke in a whisper, said emphatically many times that she was not sick. She re-

newed her stories about all of this being a plot, and the stor y has been elaborated 

to inolude the doctors and nurses. Yuriko said that her mo ther definitely seemed 

to want to separate us from a few things she said. Mrs. M. cannot recognize her 

illness yet and that is partly because she doesn't have any  psychiatric care and 

partly because she has considerable guilt feeling about it and it is natural for 

her to project—especially when some slight paranoid trait s are already present. 

Mrs. M. has become intensely religious and sees God as her s alvation. She spoke 

of wanting to help suffering people in the world, especia lly other patients who were 

ignored by the doctors and nurses. This religious inter est has some positive values 

even though it is another form of escapism. Mrs. M. gave Yur iko quite a lecture on 

religion and what it is doing for her, but said that it had to be a secret or harm 
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"«y be done to her. She avoided answering any questions a sked by Yuriko, trying 

desperately to convince us that she was not ill but that it  was all a mistake* Then 

she said that she didn't remember a thing since first comin g into the hospital. 

This may be true enough as the shock treatments sometime s jumbles a person's 

thinking up for a while. Her explanation of not eating was th at there was a plot 

in the hospital, but now she believes it was a part of the tr eatment. Of course, 

she really doesn't need the treatment as she is well. It was d ifficult to make 

sense of things she said because it was so jumbled and confu sed. 

When we dropped in to see Dr. Kris again, Yuriko mentioned some of the things 

said by Mrs. M. and how difficult it was to get any meaning o ut of the conversation. 

Dr. Kris stressed the positive improvement which we were aw are of. I asked her if 

I should go ahead with the plans for post-discharge, and D r. Kris hastily answered 

that it would be awhile yet and maybe Mrs. M. would need s ome more treatment. She 

said that Mrs. M. definitely would not be ready in the next two weeks and admitted 

that it was hard to get at Mrs. M.'s true feelings because  of the language difficulty. 

Prom the things she said, I didn't develop the confidence in her as I had in Dr. 

Rabbinowitch. I am very skeptical of the results of early d ischarge as it seemed 

to me that Mrs. M. is still very disturbed. She still talks ab out "revenge" against 

Douglas and things like that, and I doubt if she has adjust ed to her present situation 

in anyway. More likely there has been an even greater wi thdrawal from reality end 

her seeking refuge in religion is one aspect of this. Mrs.  M's swings in mood from 

depression to hilarity seems to be a cycle and the chances a re that it will re-occur. 

We are hoping that the atmosphere at Rev. Matsumotos home will spur Mrs. M. to 

positive improvements. If she can really forget herse lf for a while, this would 

be possible. But we can't help her to do this very much as Mr s. M. is too busy 

justifying herself to us and we couldn't give her that spa rk to push back to reality 

as she would like to be completely dependent upon Yuriko and re-tell how she was 

wronged for the rest of her life. This will not do at all and I am relieved that 

Dr. Kris has recognized this as she remarked that she would never think of sending 

Mrs. M. to us. The nature of the breakdown still is not clear to the psychiatrist. 
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The prognosis is only fair at this point as far as I am conc erned even though it 

is certain Mrs. M. will eventually leave the hospital for a while, but not as "cured. 
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I was awakened with a start by Yuriko at 8i00 am this mornin g with the plea 

that I would he late to work. Sinoe X wanted to start out my fi eld work by get* ng 

there on time the first day of the new quarter, I dressed mad ly and rushed to get 

the train to Grand Central. When I got to the office, it wa s completely deserted. 

Viss Glover came in later and explained that due to the fu el shortage, the office 

would be closed for the day. Everyone but me was notified. It was very chilly in 

the building but I thought that I might as well send out let ters for interviews 

during the next two weeks when I would be in the office every day. It took me all 

morning to do this because the phone kept ringing and I had t o give out a lot of 

information. I ate lunch all alone here. Before I left the o ffice, I phoned the 

school to ask if the Winter Institute course was definite ly going to go on at the 

middle of this month. I was given a hazy reply as the regist rar said that there 

would be an Institute but that those admitted to it would not  be notified until _ 

later this month. In the event that I am not admitted. I wi ll be in one hell of a 

fix because it will be too late for me to get into other r egular courses. And I 

need that *90 army subsistence so I have to have at least 11 u nits of credit. I 

don't need it for my degree, just the cash. Finally, I wou ld like the course for 

the educational value it may have in it  1  The NY School is a mess and the administration 

is pretty indefinite. I think that the registrar gets a sadistic delight in making 

the students squirm a bit in uncertainty on the assumptio n that anyone would be willing 

to suffer a bit to get into such a wonderful school  1  When the vets use up all of 

their allowances and enrollment falls off, the school will not be so disinterested 

in signing the students up. but that doesn't help me now. I als o phoned the thesis 

room about my project and I was told that they were very sor ry but the typist who is 

doing ray thesis quit the school and she has not brought it in y et. It griped rae no 

end as the school has no idea where the typist lives. Fortu nately I had her address 

and I wrote a stern note to her telling her that I want the th esis. The typist un-

doubtedly will interpret it as an anti-Negro sentiraent as she is such a sensitive 

girl and she  raade rauch  of the point that Negro typists were just as efficient as 

whites one day when I was talking to her. 
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I wandered over to Times Square at lunch time and took the 8th A venue home from 

there. I was so cold that 1 had to get into bed for a couple of hours to warm up 

as the apartment had no heat until late in the afternoon. Yuri ko brought Shirley 

home to dinner with her, and it caught me unprepared as I ha d not planned for three 

but we stretohed the food out. Yuriko said it was good for my diet, and Shirley 

praised my meat loaf lavishly so that I became less of a dist urbed "housewife." 

However, I refused to allow Yuriko to sit down to dinner fir st as I demanded my 

"rights" and I didn't want to give Shirley the wrong impr ession! Yuriko was so 

amused at my obvious efforts to indicate that I was not a M r. "Milktoast" and she 

gave me exaggerated service, while Shirley remarked that w e certainly did get along 

well together and she wanted to have a considerate husba nd too. She is almost 25, 

attractive, but not ready for marriage. She would rather  live in sin for a while 

as that is the more sophisticated thing to do. She did not men tion anything about 

her lover from Harvard or Yale so that may have blown over.  Shirley is really a 

rather naive girl despite her external sophistication. I talked politics with her 

and gave a good picture of Wallace to encourage her to t hink politically. She said 

that she wasn't interested in such things, but I elevated h er ego by saying that 

she would assume her citizenship responsibilities when t he time came. I didn't try 

to press any point of view upon her as she would resent tha t. Shirley is so tied up 

in her personal problems that she is disinterested in the country at large and she 

doesn't have any social consciousness at all even if she d oes do a lot of reading of 

abstract philosophers like Satre and some of the other mod erns. Her most immediate 

interest is in dancing and Yuriko says that she is getti ng better now that she is 

losing a bit of weight. The weight probably is psyohosom atic but Shirley is the 

kind of girl who is easy going and she makes fairly good adju stments. Right now 

she teaches dancing to ex-GI's and makes £7.50 per hour . She has urged Yuriko to 

start an experimental class for herself and seven other g irls as they do not get all 

they desire out of the Graham studio. Yuriko is willing to d o this as it will mean 

a bit of extra cash and she will be able to experiment a bi t too with some of her own 

theory of dancing. I suggested that she save the money fro m this class and try them 
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out for a group number until next spring and then tell them that she wants to do a 

group dance on a concert stage with them* In this way, she wi ll have the money for 

her rehearsals, and the girls will have a chance to p erform so that everyone will 

be happy* 

After dinner we rushed up to the Museum of Modern Art where th e leading dancers 

of the city have gathered to start discussion of a nation al organization for dancers. 

The auditorium only held 500 so that we got there too late d espite our early start. 

About 300 people or more were turned away. Some dance recita ls were planned and this 

was the big attraction. It reinforced my theory that da nce concerts could draw tre-

mendous crowds if the price of admission were lower. Yuri ko seemed to know all of 

the dancer8 there. Dancers are a peculiar fraternity and they all know one anoiher, 

just like a school student body, even though they study under different dancers. 

Yuriko and I walked down Broadway at night and we enjoyed the city lights as we 

have not seen Times Square at night for many months. We dro pped in on Lamar and he 

was very happy to see us. He seems to have gotten domestic ated. He served us tea, 

and he has a kitten to keep him company while Rhoda is away . She is still in Phila 

with "Make Mine Manhattan" and it looks like it will be a hi t when it comes to Broad-

way later this month. Rhoda will be making $85 a week so she na turally hopes for a 

nice long run, at least a year. This will give her the cha nce to press discussion 

about marriage. Lnmar has undergone some drastic change s in attitudes about marriage 

and he was telling us that he wanted it to be something sp ecial, like ours, since mar-

riage only happened once in a lifetime and it should not b e a drab affair. However, he 

doesn't want it to be too big an affair like Rhoda propo ses. We both encouraged 

him in talking about marriage as he seems to be ready for it  now. After 18 months 

in NYC, he is finally doing stage work. He has definitely g iven up the idea of 

becoming an actor, but he wants to become a stage manager  as there is more security 

in that. He says, "Let's face it, there really are not too m any parts to fit me and 

a stage manager would give me much more satisfaction in bein g creative." Lamar is 

working as a stage hand for the New Stages, Inc., which does  experimental plays. 
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He said that the Galileo play, Lamps at Midnight, was doi ng fairly well but he had 

hopes that the company would go on to better things whic h will hit broadway. We 

also talked about  £ hird party (Lamar calls himself a confused and conservativ e 

liberal), atomic power and how much it could do for mankin d if used for peaceful 

things, Winchell's scraming that we should drop an atomic bomb in Europe is Russia 

goes into Greece, how housing could be built if we used the  industrial know-how of 

war for peaceful production for the people, the speed of ci vilization, what one 

should get out of life (including a home in the suburbs ), and all about the antics 

of his kitten, Galileo, who has human qualities. We came home after midnight and 

Yuriko was in a very playful mood all evening. 
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I put on ray long; array woolen underwear this morning to prepa re for the cold 

regions of our office, but Joe, the houseman, had piled on a l ot of coal which ar-

rived late yesterday so that my office has been like an oven a ll day long and I have 

left the window open. The underwear itoh too. Right now it  is snowing and the 

Russian housewreckers across the street have quit. They are down to the second 

floor now, and the Murray Hill Hotel will be completely to rn down in a few more 

weeks. The space will be used for a business building as bu siness comes before 

housing, it  seems. 

It has been an easy day in the office. I went to a staff mee ting and didn't 

concentrate on what was being said. Miss Siebold wants me to discuss one of my cases 

for the cultural implications es she thinks it is a good e xample. I interviewed my 

Greek client, and I found out for sure that there is not a ch ance that his deportation 

will be stayed even if there is a shooting war in Greece. Th e Immigration Service 

wants to get helpless aliens like Mr. T. out of the country a nd nobody will put up 

much of a fuss because he does not have powerful friends» It made me feel very 

discouraged because there are so many loopholes in the la ws for one who has political 

pull, but not for the average person. This is one of the reaso ns why so many fascists 

are allowed to come into this country because they are midd le class or better and 

the "desirable" type. A worker doesn't have much chance. My hands are tied in this 

case and I can't do a thing so that it is hard to listen to Mr . T. plead not to 

sent him to certain death as America is the only country he knows. He has been 

here 25 years illegally. 

At noon, we had a long discussion on the Third Party, and th ere seems to be 

an even split in the attitude of the workers here. Those who favor it feel that 

Wallace represents the only choice for real liberalism, and that we do not have to 

support the Democrats who will not reform anyway, and that th e Republicans cannot 

be much worse than the present administration. We need a  real choice against war 

and for peace is their argument. The others were not so cer tain as they felt that 

there were some advantages in maintaining the status q uo. None of the staff were 

for the Republicans. Here is a good example of how a group of liberals can get so 
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split up that they cancel out each other's vote. Jean Pick ering is leaving the 

agency and going home to Buffalo, a conservative Republic an area, to spread the 

gospel of the third party. She feels that Wallace will ge t a tremendous vote from 

labor and liberals even if he has no chance to actually win , unless there is a 

depression. She thinks it is the only way in which we can sto p the mad rush to 

another war. Miss Coppins believes that the church will st rongly support Wallace 

because his philosophy appeals to religious people. Miss Martella says Catholics 

won't support Wallace because the Communists are for hi m, and she is going to see 

what the Pope has to say about Russia. However, she says she will vote for Wallace 

if it is a choice of war or no war as she never will support militarism in any form 

and we are getting too much of that now. Jean and I worked on her on this point and 

kept religion out of it since Miss Martella has so much fee lings about Catholicism. 

We felt that if enough liberals beoame interested in the third party, maybe the 

Democratic administration will go back more to the New Deal  ideas. 
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We just finished dinner, and Yuriko is reclining in the chai r reading the 

newspapers. She had to teach late this evening as she start ed a new class. They 

want to take it three times a week and Yuriko will use it a s an experimental group. 

Yuriko said that she had a talk with Martha this afternoon , and that Martha seems 

pretty definite that she wants Yuriko to do her solo danc e on the Broadway program. 

If this does go through, it will mean that Martha has adopt ed a new policy. Up to 

this time Erik has been the only one to present an original dan ce on any of Martha's 

programs. Martha is going to groom Yuriko and Ethel for big ger specialty dances 

since Pearl may not come back to the company. Right now Pea rl is doing the lead 

dance for Finian's Rainbow and she may stay with it since s he gets a very nice salary. 

We ate beef tongue tonight and I cooked it. It didn't turn ou t as tasty as the 

one we had at Dr. Young's home recently but it was good eno ugh. Yuriko refuses to 

cook a tongue because the original "looks of it gives me a peculiar feeling."* I put 

a part of the beef tongue in my own mouth and told her that i t had swollen up, but 

Yuriko did not appreciate my little joke  I  However, it did not spoil her appetite 

as she ate about five slices. 

I feel very tired this evening because I did intake at the of fice today. 

Jean Pickering also came in to tell me about her problems a nd the real reason why 

she is resigning from the Institute as a receptionist. S he felt that she had to 

talk about it to somebody and she wondered if she should go to see a psychiatrist. 

When I asked her why, she said that she had terrible moods a nd she would swing from 

one extreme to another. She always seemed to be very cheerf ul in the office so I 

was surprised that she was having a great deal of personal pr oblems, although I knew 

that she was pretty lonely because her husband is a traveli ng agent for Pepsi Cola. 

She said that the reason why she quit the job was because  her marriage seemed to 

be headed for the rooks, and she proceeded to tell me all abo ut it. She said that 

she really was very neurotic and quite bitchy when she dr ank and she said vile things 

to her husband. Once he walked out on her for two weeks b ut they made up. They have 

been married for a year, but she "lived in sin" with him for s ix months before that " 

because he had to get his final divorce." She thought that this might be one of the 
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reasons why there was a strain. Her husband is moody and h e drinks all of their 

money up so that they haven 1t been able to get any place and she is tired of the 

cold water flat. She felt that she was not making any progre ss in her marriage, 

and this worried her quite a bit. Her husband's first wife w as also very neurotic. 

Most of the difference right now is about finances; the y don't seem to be able to 

make the budget meet. I discussed this with her for quite a while and gave her some 

suggestion which might be worked out. However, the real rea son seemed to be much 

deeper. Jean is worried that her husband might become an alc oholic like his father. 

Since so much of the money goes for liquor, he is never able t o take her out and 

this gets on her nerves so she drinks too. Last month they s pent more for liquor 

than for rent, and that is why they cannot buy a car so that she can travel around 

with him. 

Jean said that things have come to suoh a point that a drasti c decision had to 

be made soon. She has almost made up her mind that she will h ave to become a career 

girl. She recognizes that quitting her job is escapism, a nd she was able to see 

that going home to Buffalo to campaign for Wallace was outwardly a fine motive, but 

that it really would not solve her problems. She said she g uessed she would try 

once more to save her marriage as she loves her husband. But  she has been alone 

so much that she is not sure that he loves her so much, especi ally after she said 

nasty things to him the other night. I said that if they reall y loved each other, 

they would be able to talk these things out after they were both cooled off and 

through nursing hurt egos. Jean grabbed at this and she said  that she would certainly 

try as she didn't want to go through life without a husba nd. However, it might help 

if she got a better job since the Institute did not give an y security at all. She 

has a degree in home economics and she has taught before so s he may go back into 

that. 

Jean then told me that the real reason for friction might be  because of her 

recent operation. She had to have her ovaries removed (one ) and the doctors told 

her that she only had four more months in which to conceiv e. She feels that a child 

will add stability to their marriage, but her husband does n ot seem to be too 
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enthusiastic about giving up liquor for the support of a c hild so that she may not 

have any. This -will be quite a blow to her as she said that s he was like most women 

who wanted to have a baby, but that this was going to be den ied her. When she first 

began to have difficulties with her husband she even thou ght of committing suicide 

and she turned the gas on "but got scared." Then she toyed ar ound with hanging 

herself and put up a rope in the kitchen, but "decided that l ife was not that bad." 

She felt that the hardest thing for her was that she was not a ble to talk to anyone 

because her husband is away so much so that a lot of her conf licts are internalized 

and this creates a great deal of worrying and anxiety. It seems to have gotten to 

the point where she thinks that nobody in the office liked h er, but she was able to 

admit that this was a projection of her feelings. If she keep s up in this way, 

she is going to have a breakdown. I said that since she res igned from the job 

already, maybe it was best that she try a change in environme nt. She felt that I 

was a good friend, and she is going to try and make up with he r husband this evening. 

She says that she has been "Quoting" everything I say during lunchtime shen she 

sees her friends. I shall have to tell Yuriko this so that she  will realize what 

a super husband she has  I  (Mom wrote Yuriko in Japanese that she did not think that 

her first son would ever make much money because I was not in terested in pursuing 

money so that Yuriko should try and understand me l) 

One of giy new clients today was a former social worker, Mrs. Schnider, who 

used to work for the International Institute twenty years a go, and the case was given 

to me because the other workers all knew her and my supervi sor felt that I could be 

more objective. Mrs. S. married a German in 1929 and went to Germany to live with 

him. However, she was certain that she never got taint ed with any of the Hitler 

ideas because she taught her two children English and she al ways thought of returning. 

Furthermore, her Americanism was proved because she crave d "Reader's Digest." (that 

didn't seem to be much of a recommendation to me but I refra ined from comment i) 

Mrs. S. seemed to be in quite an upset state of mind, alter nately fearful and aggressive. 

She felt that fate had dealt her a bad hand. She had to bol ster her ego by reciting 

a long list of social work jobs she has held in the past. A fter she went back to 
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Germany, she did not do so well and she came back broke with h er two children. Her 

husband got denatizified (a process like de-lousing) and he  is here now. Mrs. S. 

said that her husband has a Ph.D. degree, but he can't get a job here. So she has 

taken a basement apartment and she works as a baby sitte r. Now she wants help in 

getting a job as a social worker. She worked for the milita ry government in Germany, 

and she was the official town interpreter when the Americ ans came in. It seemed to 

me that she was a little hostile towards her 10 year old son a s she wants to put 

him in a boarding home so she can work. She doesn't conside r her husband much either 

as she has sort of given up on him. She kept mentioning he r degree from Columbia 

and how many languages she spoke, as if she fell from suc h a high station in life. 

She is down to her last eight dollars, but does not want to g o on relief. She had 

to pawn her ring in order to buy her children Christmas pres ents. There is a terrific 

need for social workers, but Mrs. S. seemed to be a bit old fas hioned and I doubt 

if she could handle a job of this sort now as she was traine d in the old YWCA methods 

over twenty years ago. She feels that America owes her s omething because she was 

born here, but I am not too sure of what her attitudes wer e like in Germany. She 

impressed me as the type of person who shifts with every cha nge in public opinion. 

I doubt if I can help her much with her attitudes because she is  too old, and she 

thinks I am just a young sprout anyway. I'll try to help her get a job through some 

employment agency, but her glibness didn't impress me very m uch. 

I had much more respect for Mrs. Fernung's integrity. She came to ask help in 

filling out the application for her second papers. She said t hat she did not do it 

during the war even though it would have been easier on h er as a German subject, but 

she felt that she could not honestly swear allegiance to this country during the war. 

Now she is convinced that this is the only country for her and she said that she 

studied democracy very thoroughly and believes it implici tly. She said that she 

could have reoeived citizenship during the war but she w as not willing to take ad-

vantare of a situation when she did not know her own mind. She was very skeptical 

of Germans who now claim that they were never influenced by the Nazi doctrines 

because she was even influenced by some of it even though she was in this country 
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all the time. Mrs. F. is a chambermaid. 

Mrs. Hof had much more of a personal problem. She came fr om Vienna a year ago. 

She is 24, rather attractive, has an accent, very frank in what she says. She came 

by plane, and one month later discovered that she was preg nant. Her father practically 

disowned her for the disgrace, but she was finally able to  get married by proxy. N'ow 

she would like to get her husband to this country. The on ly difficulty is that he 

served in the German Army and the visa regulations would be very strict for him for 

some time yet. She said that she went with him for. six yea rs, and it was such a terrific 

conflict because she wanted to come to America but she woul d have lost her chances 

if she got married. So they made a vow to wait for each other a nd to seal it they 

had one affair, and this resulted in pregnancy. To her sur prise she got twins I 

Mrs. H. is living with her father now, and he is mad at her be cause he has to support 

the babies. The reason why he wanted her here was so that she could work and help 

support him in his old age, but Mrs. H. was much too attract ive not to become in-

terested in men. She feels that if her husband can come h ere she won't have to beg 

her father for money to buy things for the baby. She woul dn't dare to go back to 

Europe because she would get ridiculed even more for having children without being 

married. She explained it as part of the war situation. She s aid that I was her 

last hope to help her, and it was hard for me to let her know t hat the chances of 

her husband getting her were very slim. The state department does not recognize 

proxy marriages so that he could not come in as a father, and th ere is a long wait 

before he can get on a quota. I tried to get over some of this wi thout letting her 

down too hard, and then I encouraged her to talk about wha t she would do for herself 

in the case he could not come for a while. She said that it l ooked hopeless, but it 

oame out that she had a nurses certificate from Aus-tria and I suggested that she think 

about working after her babies were a bit older. She was ver y surprised and thought 

that she would never have a chance like this in the U.S. I  said that anything was 

possible, and that she had good possibilities once she g ot over all of her feeling 

of self consciousness about herself as an alien and a mother w ithout a father for 

the children. Her good looks will get her by very satisfac torily, that I am convinced of 
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She said that she was very afraid to come here because of th e way her brother was 

treated by American soldiers. This brother was captured in France and then the GI's 

shot at his feet and the boy had to go to a hospital with many wounds. Later, the 

Russians took him and he is still in a PW camp in Siberia if he  is alive yet. Mrs. H. 

said that she was afraid that all Americans would treat her  cruely, but still she 

wanted to come because the future was so hopeless in he r own country and now she is 

glad she made that decision. But she would be completel y happy if her husband could 

come. I think she is going to have to wait for a very long time b efore that is 

realized. I'm going to try and help her get over some of her fe eling of shame about 

her "illegitimate" children since she did get married by proxy before the twins were 

born. She sayd, "Do you mind if I come back and tell you all my troubles because 

Father can't be told anything?" It made me feel so old and mat ure, but maybe I can 

be of some help to her. I don't know if I am going to put in a ll of the details 

of her sex life in the case record because we have too man y old maids in the agency, 

and I think that sex is incidental in her adjustments for the time being anyway. 

All she needs is a friend to listen to her and she will be abl e to make her own 

decisions as she verbalizes her problems, and I think thi s is possible. I also had 

a long talk with her on what America is like, and she said that  some day she will 

tell her twins what a kind friend she had during her time of tr oubles  t 

i 

Jean's friend, Jenny, came to the Institute and had lunch with us so we talked 

a bit more about Wallace and the Third Party. Jenny said th at she admired Wallace 

and his principles, but that she felt liberals must support Truman. She gave a very 

good picture of the liberal's dilemma. She thought that it w as wrong to start a third 

party now since efforts should be placed in keeping the De mocrats in office and work 

for a more liberal Congress. If this were not done, the Republicans would get in. 

Thus, the choice was between reaction and progress if Wa llace would remain out of 

the picture. When asked how we could be sure of a liberal Democ ratic party, she 

said this was the only chance we had—otherwise we would hav e nothing. She was not 

concerned about the charges that Wallace was being suppor ted by Communists since 
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his ideals were democratic, but now was not the time for h im to run. However, she 

oonceded that Wallace would have served a purpose if he put p ressure on the Democrats 

so they would get liberal, and I had to agree that there wa s no denying this point. 

My only question was whether enough pressure could be put on so that Wallace would 

not have to run. We lengthened our lunch hour to listen to Truman's speech to 

Congress to see if there were any immediate effects. Truma n made a surprisingly 

good speech, which seemed to be very liberal in principle.  Wallace's influence no 

doubt has to be given the credit. Truman made a definite bid for the liberal vote, 

and he said many things favorable to labor and minority gr oups. He asked for a tax 

cut which would benefit the lower income groups, said that discrimination had to be 

ended, that housing was needed, and that minimum wages ne eded to be raised and social 

security broadened, and we should work for world peace. It sounded very fine and I 

hope that steps will follow to make these things into law. T he only thing which hit 

me .the wrong way were his comments about World Peace. Je an voiced my thoughts when 

she commented, "I don't see how we are going to have pea ce when he asks for a stronger 

military force, and he sure seems to be asking for war with Russia." I didn't like 

the appeal for universal military training as I don't think that is a step in the 

direction for peace. However, if the Democrats really ret urn to Roosevelt policies, 

and even more left of center, then Wallace is doing a hel l of a lot of good. But 

I still have not made up my mind about how I will vote even th ough I am still favor-

able to Wallace. Maybe this is the end of the reactionary p eak but I am doubtful. 

I must go to bed now  I  I had planned to do some reading this evening but I 

am too tired. I read a whole book last night, "Around the World in St. Paul" but I 

thought it was rather naive when it was proposed that minor ity tension could be resolved 

by having a lot of folk festivals. I am afraid that these  tensions go a bit.deeper 

than that. 
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Most of yesterday at the office I was doing recording and I c aught up with 

my work. Coming every day to the agency is a lot easier in som e ways since the time 

can be rationed out more rationally and there is less pressure—at first  I  I was 

tired at the end of the afternoon and looking for an eveni ng of relaxation when I got 

home. There was a tele^am from Clara asking us to come to a  party to celebrate her 

husband's birthday. Since Yuriko did not get home until abo ut nine, we had a late 

dinner and then decided to go. It was ten by the time we got th ere. Yuriko had been 

knitting a pair of socks so that she gave them to Charley when she finished it. We 

stayed there so late that we did not go home. The talking we nt on until after three 

am, and I got up about 8:30 this morning and had breakf ast there and dashed to work-

only one-half hour late, but I sneaked up the back stair s and didn't announce my 

tardiness. I didn't feel badly about it since I have done m y work and many evenings 

I did overtime. My greatest worry was that the girls here wo uld notice that I wore 

exactly the same clothes as yesterday! Charley solved that b y giving me a bright 

yellow tie to wear. He said that he was afraid to wear it sin ce he was a businessman, 

but it would be okay for me since I am a student. All of the gir ls have noticed it 

and made remarks. I think it makes me look like Costello , but the girls are polite 

and say nice things. 

The party last night was very interesting for the stimul ating conversation. It 

was composed mostly of Socialists so that much of the discu ssion was about politics— 

from the Socialists point of view. Ted Shapiro, the execu tive director of Rand 

Sohool, was there; as well as Mr. Hoffman, a labor leader w ith the I.L.G.W; Bell, 

a former foreign correspondent and now connected with some labor newspaper; Ina 

Sugahara. Charley was being a good host by provoking little discussions here and 

there, but Mr. Hoffman was the dissenter who made things re ally hot. He dared to 

question the Socialist party and its role in America. Clar a mixed her discussion 

with making job connections as she has quit her job and she may go into publicity 

work on her own. Miss Vi Sider was also at the party and she is c onnected with 

the National Board of Community Chests and Clara wanted me to especially meet her 

for possible job contacts later on. Charley stimulated di scussion of industrial 
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counselling with Hoffman. He said that labor unions should go into this area also 

and use social workers, but Hoffman claimed that labor le aders were afraid of such 

a new thing and that it didn't have a chance. 

Hoffman was the most interesting person at the party. He st ated that he was a 

man of contradictions, and he certainly was. It gave me a go od picture of what makes 

a labor leader tick. He claimed that all labor leaders were n eurotic and compensating 

for this by seeking power, but that was the nature of our so ciety. He did not think 

that the masses were intelligent enough to do their own t hinking so that they had to 

be led. He did not think this was in opposition to the democr atic tradition, and he 

came out with his intense dislike of Russia. He called hims elf a realist in political 

thinking, and that was where the other Socialists disagree d. Hoffman said that 

Socialism was an end product of democracy and that it co uld never be successful in 

America for at least 200 years yet. He felt that democratic p ractices should be 

strengthened now, and for this reason he was against Walla ce. He said that he had 

devoted his life to the labor cause, and as one got older, o ne played ball with 

politicians. Yet, he said that the end never justifies the means. He was for universal 

military training and did not think that it was any danger to democratic traditions 

beoause Amerioans had the will to be free. He spoke very fr ankly and I suspect that 

a lot of his wild statements were merely for the sake of being c ontradictory to the 

rest of the group. He took the position that the Germans had an inherent will to be 

slaves so that they never could practice democarcy. He cou ld not support this argument 

at all so that he soon had it twisted around so that the rest o f us were taking bits 

of his point of view while he had swung over to the other side . I can see why he is 

a clever labor leader. In the process, I leared a lot about l abor politics, especially 

of that union and the Socialists. Later on, Hoffman admit ted that he was a very 

lonely man and that the only worth while thing in life was t o get a wife because a 

person could only hope to get one individual to really tru st him completely. He 

said that he had power over the lives of thousands of work ing men, but that was not 

equal to having a wife. He said that his marriage didn't wo rk out too well, but he 

had to dedicate himself to his cause. However, he abhors pure idealists as he thinks 
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that progress is not made through bootstraps, and it soun ded like NAM philosophy 

to me* 

In most of the wild discussion from the socialist point of vi ew,  1  was not in 

agreement because I did not believe in their basic premis es. It was on the question 

of Wallace that we really had a hot debate. Clara and Charl ey, as well as the others, 

took the view that Wallace was a communist and that he was f ollowing its policies 

straight down the line. They felt that Russia was the greate st danger in the world 

right now and we had to fight them by every means so tha t we wo uld not have a slave 

world. Thus the socialists have to go along with the capita lists, strange bedfellows 

indeed. Charley said that Wallace 1s appeasement of Russia was the greatest objection 

he had, and he did not care for either the Democrats or Rep ublicans. It was the 

Wallace would sell us down the river to Russia which bother ed him, as well as the 

other socialists. For this reason, they think it is okay if we sell Greece down 

the river and support a reactionary government there beca use that fate is better 

than to be slaves under Russia. It didn't make much sense to m e. I said that I was 

not a communist and I felt that Wallace said very democrat ic things, and I was 

especially strong for his position against War and univers al military training. 

Clara felt that another war was inevitable and it could not be avoided, but I am not 

that pessimistic. It was a revelation to me how intensely t he Socialists hate the 

Communists, and both do it in the name of democracy  I  I was outnumbered and facing 

intelligent individuals who knew their stuff so that my ar gument was not too strong. 

I refused to argue the issue of a third party on the basis o f the communist issue as 

I felt that this was not the most important issue invol ved. I felt that it was for 

the best interest of democracy that the people got a chance to really vote for policies. 

They finally conceded this point and said that if Wallace we re not running then the 

third party idea was not so bad, but they are convinced he is  Communist because he 

does not disavow Communist support. When I said that Roosev elt didn't do this and it 

was a smart political move, they said that was different a s the issue was not as 

sharply drawn then but this is a crises. I refused to get t hat alarmed over Communists 

taking over our government and said that there was no chance for that if we really 
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strengthened democracy. And so it went on and on until late hours. 

This noon I thought I would have to go out for my lunch, but M iss Glovers fixed 

me up something from the food left over from the board l uncheon so I had ample calories. 

We spent the noon hour talking about sex. There was a new s story in the papers about 

the Nation Magazine being banned in Newark schools because it was supposed to have 

been offensive to the Catholic Church with its discussion o f birth control. Miss 

Martello said she was not sure if this were the right thing to do but what was the 

sense of stirring up Catholics by saying that the church p olicies in regard to birth 

control were not right? I felt that from the point of view of censorship this was 

an important issue because it could mean that important so cial and economic policies 

could be suppressed if officials were not in agreement. An d as for the birth control 

issue, I felt that the Catholic Church should not be so na ive as to believe that its 

taboo was strictly practiced so that it would help the reli gion if it reformed and 

became more realistic. Miss Martello said this was a good p oint, but sometimes the 

Church upheld "truths" from a long term point of view and it wa s no use to stir the 

members up until it was fully deoided which was the best thi ng. Jean said this was 

one of the reasons why scientific progress was held back fo r so many hundreds of 

years during the time the Church controlled the state. Th e others all felt that the 

suppression of the Nation Magazine was a danger to our civi l rights. 

I was also talking to Mrs. Cole, the "executive director of  the agency, on the 

third party issue. She said that it was very confusing bu t that she was against 

Wallace now because the Republicans had to keep out of off ice at all costs—the 

lesser of the two evils argument. She said that she believe d in PCA and its 

policies, but lately too many communists were dominating it so that she was with-

drawing. Her reason for this was that she had a responsibil ity to the agency as 

the director and she was asking for public funds so that s he could not put it in 

danger by identifying with any political group with Commu nists. Talking about playing 

it safe, that was the best I have heard yet. She calls hersel f a liberal with conser-

vative tendencies so she can hardly be expected to take a str ong stand on principles. 
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At the same time she thinks that it is terrible that the l iberals are quarrelling 

so muoh. I said it was an important issue and it was good that liberals were stirred 

up because it would bring out a lot of votes, and Wallace w ould have served his pur-

pose to that extent» She agreed to that, "but isn't it too bad that so many communists 

support him." I answered that the communists probably woul d turn out to be only a 

small percentage of all liberals who backed the third party i dea. 

Jean Pickering has asked for her job back at the agency and go t it. She said 

that she had thought about what we talked about the other morning and reconciled 

with her husband. Now she wants Yuriko and I to come to di nner to meet her husband. 

I said we could go tomorrow evening as we had another engage ment so we postponed 

it until sometime next month when her husband will be in t own again. Jean was so 

happy that her crisis was over and she said that she was goi ng to work hard to save 

her marriage as it vave her quite a scare to think of bein g an old maid. 

I had a long conference with Miss Martello who is very distu rbed about her role 

in the agency. She concludes that her intercultural activi ties is the only method 

to ease social tensions in our society. 



3271 

21 J anuary 1948, Wednesday 

We got up at a reasonable time this morning so that we could g o shopping. 

Last night we went to see "Children of Paradise" as it was a F ranch film we have 

been trying to see for quite a time. While walking to the the ater we discovered 

a new district for us and we plan to go exploring around th ere when the weather gets 

warmer. Yuriko went to buy box office seats for "Lamp at M idnight" (the Galileo 

play with which Lamar is connected) but none were availab le until for next Friday 

night so we will go then. There is a possibility that we ma y be able to see a sneak 

preview of the musical Rhoda is in, "Make Mine Manhattan " next week and Rhoda hopes 

it will be a big hit with a long run as she will make $85 a we ek and then be able 

to pay Yuriko back some of the money she borrowed, and mayb e get married. She told 

Yuriko that the show grossed over $40,000 in one week in Ph iladelphia so it probably 

will be a hit here. We are keeping our fingers crossed for her as it is very important 

for Rhoda, artistically and financially, to finally be abl e to do something in a 

Broadway show. 

Our trip to the super-market down Atlantic Avenue this mor ning was a pleasant 

tour and we came back loaded with food for the entire week. We have a bag which 

keeps vegetables crisp and fresh so that we are able to stock u p our refrigerator. 

We expect to save a bit on our food bill next week since mea t prices have been 

olimbing steadily recently. Yuriko is beginning to buy a f ew canned meats as we 

don't think we will be able to afford the $1 a pound and more fo r meat. We pay 

around 80^ a pound for most of the meat now as cheaper cuts ar e not too plentiful. 

Yuriko enjoyed the walk to the store and she hopes that we w ill be able to explore 

it further when it is not so cold. She calls Atlantic Aven ue the international street 

because we saw so many different nationality stores. W e found a wonderful bakery 

and we oouldn't resist buying a fresh apple pie. 

Kenny dropped in to return a book so we hajre him a big lunch. He worries too 

much that now he thinks he has an ulcer. He was disappoin ted because the city will 

not be able to give him a raise in salary. He doesn't seem to care so much about 

his job, says there is terrific pressure, but he dares n ot change jobs because of 
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the salary* I  d on't  think his job is giving him much satisfaction as he isn't ver y 

enthusiastic about it* However, he seems to have adjusted h imself to staying there 

beoause of the economic security. He still is the same tim id person he always has 

been, but he thinks big dreams about our society. He said th at jobs were not too 

plentiful for social workers but I can't get too excited ab out that yet. 

Yuriko has to rehearse late this afternoon and I am going t o meet her at the 

studio soon and then we will go to dinner at Doris Aved on and her husband's apartment. 

He is a well known photographer with Harper's Bazaar and  she is one of the Selznick 

Starlets who takes dancing lessons from Yuriko. They will be leaving for Paris at 

tho end of this month. Yuriko's other starlet has gone to Bo ston until March to be 

in a play so that her income from this source will be cut for the next few weeks. 

However, Martha's oompany will be opening on Broadway in mid-February so that Yuriko 

will be very busy. I am hoping that I will be able to get a job b y the end of March 

so that Yuriko won't have to work so hard* I doubt if she wil l ease up much as she 

gets tremendous satisfaction out of dancing* 

Adamic sent me a copy of his latest magazine, T* and T. dedica ted to peace. 
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After picking Yuriko up at the studio last night, we took t he bus uptown to 

73rd and Madison to the Avedon's for dinner. On the way, Yur iko told me about what 

Kenny had told her after leaving here to go home and she was listening to his problems 

on the subway. Kenny was not as guarded in telling her that h e was unhappy at his 

job. However, he is unable to make up his mind about what to do. He would like to 

return to California and he believes that he could get a f airly good paying job there 

in civil service. His reason is that he should be nearer hi s parents as he feels a 

sense of responsibility for his mother. Kimi wants to ret urn because her parents 

desire to return to their pre-war home in Monterey. Kenny ga ve the impression that 

life in NYC was a bit speedy and he was not entirely satisfied  with his adjustments 

here because he was not getting enough meaning out of l ife. I don't know if he will 

find any more in California. His unspoken sentiment mi ght have been that he did not 

feel enough sense of personal importance in such an imperson al environment and that 

he would like to get back into Nisei groups. The imperson ality of NYC is one of the 

reasons why so many of the Nisei have left here. 'Kenny plans t o go out there this 

summer and explore the possibilities for jobs before he makes any definite moves. 

Kenny told Yuriko that Warren had even more of a pressing decision to make. 

Warren wants to remain here, but Betty has never felt comfo rtable in this city and 

she has been putting pressure on him to go back to Hawaii w ith her where she could 

be near her mother. Warren had been able to hold out against all of the economic 

promises of an easy life and financial help from in-laws. But now it appears that 

Betty might finally get her way. She is pregnant. T h i s  has alarmed Warren no end 

and he is taking every means to find out if Betty is sure,  including an expensive 

blood test. From this, Kenny has deduced that this in an un planned baby or else 

Warren would not be taking so much trouble to make sure if it is true, but there 

doesn't seem to be any doubt about it. Warren has not felt pr epared to assume 

such a responsibility and he is in a tough spot now because h e doesn't know how 

he will support an addition to the family when he hasn't a job. On top of all this 

Betty has  given  an ultimatum that she must go back to Hawaii to have the childbirth 
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as she would like to "be near her mother. It seems that Bet ty has never broken the 

umbilical cord even though she is married. Warren doesn't know what to do, but Betty 

says that she will go back and have the baby, and then re turn later if Warren still 

does not want to go to Hawaii. I think that once this is done. Warren will almost 

be forced to go as Betty probably has no intention of ever r eturning. The thing 

which has bothered Betty is that she has no status in N YC while in Hawaii her family 

is known to be economically successful and has a social position in Japanese society. 

It looks 

as if Betty put the supreme pressure on Warren in order to get he r way of 

going back to her mother. Warren feels trapped and it is cau sing him a lot of worrying 

but he oan't admit that he doesn't want the baby now that it i s on the way. Yuriko 

thought that it would ruin Warren's career but I don't thin k it will be that bad. 

I felt that a baby was not that much of a calamity as people have them all the time. 

And, Warren might as well accept the in-laws offer of finan cial security. Yuriko 

said it was a dirty trick anyway and that Betty should have p lanned it jointly with 

Warren because it might cause a rupture in their married life later on if resentments 

developed, as they might. 

The Avedon's live in a swanky apartment on 73rd near Central Park, and it has 

a look of expensiveness about it. It was the first time I h ave met them, but "*uriko 

has been giving Doris dancing lessons through the Selznick arrangement and she met 

Dick before. He seems to make lots of money from Harper's Baz aar as fashion photographer 

and his name is well known in certain circles. He impress ed me as a likeable little 

boy. He got into photography after leaving the merchant mari nes and was successful 

in making the right contacts. He is going to Paris on the 23r d and Doris will go with 

him as his model. This will be his second trip over and he wa s very sophisticated 

about the whole thing, like taking a trip to Chicago or some thing. They have a lot 

of "arty" things in their apartment, and a big expensive c ar. Despite all this 

success, Dick seemed to be a rather insecure young man. ( He had four years of analysis 

from a psychiatrist; Doris is getting it now and she spe nds about $200 a month 

on this alone, I assume.) They drink a lot (the best brand s) and eat handsomely and 

they spend most of their time going to plays, movies. 

m H H ^ H H H R i ^ ^ H H 
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Doris is the beautiful one, intelligent but high strung. She is tall, well 

proportioned, has a nice sense of humor, well groomed sp eaking voice, has a terrific 

drive to win in games and in other things she does. They lear ned how to play a card-

game and both of them were trying to solve it when we got there so we got in on it 

too. Paul and Lillian came in and they had to do it too. It w as like a bunch of 

little children solving a puzzle, including us. I think that it was an excuse to 

avoid making social conversation as all they talk about is s hop. Paul and Lillian 

also work for Harper's Bazaar and they were in Paris last ye ar with Dick. 

Dick and Doris together made a nice combination and we foun d them charming and 

interesting after we were there for a while. Dick was a bit h igh and he was the cook 

for the evening so that he spilled tomato juice all over the wall and kept saying that 

Doris would never forget that. She would just pat his hands a s if he were a boy and 

say it was all right in an amused voice. He cooked two ter rific steaks which must 

have cost a fortune, and it was plenty for six people. Durin g dinner they started 

asking about psychiatry so I told them a bit of what I knew. I figured that they 

wanted re-infercement about their analysis, which seems to be a fad amont the artistic 

neurotic. Later, Dick told me that Doris was making suc h progress in Yuriko's class 

and that she was able to relax when she danced with him. They have been married 

about five years. Doris comes from a well off family whi ch moved around the country 

a lot so that she was afraid of people, felt that her hands w ere too big, that she 

was too tall, that she was clumsy, and she has a terrific a dmiriation for Yuriko's 

trim figure. With her present analysis she has gone to the ot her extreme and is very 

extrovert and becoming an actress. She seemed to be a bit co ntrolling of Dick and 

he acted as if he still were not sure of her. He did all the tab le waiting and 

serving and Doris gave the directions as if he were practica lly a waiter. She drove 

the car later on when we went out, and she seemed to make t he decisions about things. 

It might be related to the fact that Dick is Jewish and he is n ot so tall and he 

idolizes Doris, a Gentile. It made me think of a mother-son relationship more than 

husband and wife. It seems that Doris is compensating f or the childhood insecurity 
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she had when her father made fun of her and her brother all  the time. Both Dick 

and Doris are so frank, and I enjoyed them very much. The y have a natural sophisticated 

air, and they seem to be easy to get along with. They don't c laim to be intellectual, 

but  1  noticed that they had a lot of nice books which looked read. Most of their 

interest is in the art world, but they also are progressiv e in political thinking 

and support Wallace. Dick is particularly threatened wit h anti-semitism growth as 

it hits at him even though he has lost his personal identify from the Jewish group. 

I think he said that he changed his name. 

We didn't get to know Paul and Lillian too well as we all went over to another 

party around 11:00. It was in the apartment of an art dealer, C arl, whom they knew 

in ^aris. Carl was a huge man, soft spoken and mild in man ners. He travels back 

and forth between here and Paris and sells paintings of we ll known artists. He must 

get a large commission as he had a nice apartment and he ser ved mountains of tasty 

refreshments—like French pastries and dainty salmon sandw iches. His wife was 

rather nice too. However, the party was rather dull. It w as formal and some of the 

young ladies had on evening gowns. They sat around and t alked about Art and the 

Continent, and our little group more or less stayed off to one side, except Paul. 

There were about 15 or 20 people at the party. We were bor ed so left about 1:00 

and Doris and Dick drove us down to the subway station at P enn Station. They didn't 

want to take a chance on driving into Brooklyn and getting lost'. But they feel 

perfectly at home in Paris, Rome and other European citi es  '.  It was an interesting 

evening, but I don't think that we would particularly fit i nto a group like that; 

they have too much money and we couldn't keep up, and most of their interests are 

in the art world. This group we met are the more successful p eople in the art world 

and not the struggling kind we have met up to now. They are al so continental and 

sophisticated but Yuriko and I didn't feel envious of that:  "it is better to be just 

human." However, I don't begrudge them their rather luxu rious life but it seems to 

me that they should be getting a lot more out of living from al l of their world 

travels. Doris and Dick don't like parties so they only hav e a few close friends and 

they spend most of their leisure time going to commercial e ntertainment and night clubs. 
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We slept until noon, and Yuriko went to an afternoon rehea rsal. I alternately 

napped and read all afternoon until Yuriko came back abou t six. She is cooking now. 

She brought back a huge fish bowl with her which Isamu grave her and some gadgets to 

go with it so I guess she will go into the tropical fish busi ness now. I was going 

to give her a large fish tank for a birthday present too  I  Yuriko suggested to Isamu 

that he should try marriage but he said that he was the bao helor type and that few 

girls would be lucky enough to have an unusual husband lik e her 1. Yuriko invited 

Isamu, Martha and Erick over for dinner at the end of the mon th as it will mark her 

fourth year with the company. 
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I was busy in office today so was exhausted by the time I got home. Mr. Abe 

came in and told me a long sad story about how difficult i t was for him to find a 

wife in NYC. He thinks ^isei girls are too sassy for him. S o his goal is to save 

up $5000 and he is sure that he will be able to get any gir l he wants when he has 

a bankroll  I  He is 40 years old, and he has been leading a rather unstabl e life for 

the last 15. He measures everything in terms of money as life gives him few other 

satisfactions. He says that he longs for pre-evacuation da ys when he could have 

paid an agent to find a wife for him. I tried to get over the po int that making 

money was not everything and he wasn't getting any younger so maybe he should concen-

trate on finding a wife. Now he thinks he would rather stay i n this country and 

raise some children for his old age. He wondered if I could h elp him find a wife, 

but I said that I wasn't so good at that sort of thing'. He is w illing to give me a 

fee if I doll 

When I got home, I discovered that Yuriko had the large fi sh bowl all fixed up 

and she was sitting there peering intently at the fish. W hile she cooked dinner, 

I sat and watched the fishes. They looked so peaceful and they don't have to worry 

about world problems, and how much of a national budget we have for the military. 

All they do is swim around in a little bowl without knowing  anything else. It 

reminded me of some people who live in a bowl too. 

I thought a little bit about my future and job, but I didn't get very far. I 

should be enthusiastic about beooming a social worker at l ast, but now that it is 

nearly within grasp I am not so sure that this is what I want.  The thing which 

bothers me is that I don't want to be a case worker for the rest o f my life and there 

are limited opportunities to advanoe in this field. With in a short time, I will 

have to stop thinking about this and actually getting out and looking for a job. 

It is about time that I contributed something to the hou sehold  I  I still want to do 

constructive things. I don't think I would be very happy if I had a job like those 

workers who are tearing down the Murray Hill Hotel across from our office. They 

are able to get all of their destructive urges out. Maybe it is more than coincidence 
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that these workers are Russian revolutionists and they take  out their urges 

on these buildings they tear apartI 

Jean Pickering asked me something about Foster this noon a nd I said I 

didn't know who he was. Jean was amazed, and she exclaimed , ""Why I thought 

you were a Marxist?" I asked her how she got that idea and sh e said from the 

things I said, and my support of the third party. I said the thi ngs I believed 

in were pretty democratic according to my thinking, and tha t she was making the 

same mistake for which she condemned liberals: namely, th at she assumed anyone 

who supports a third party were communists. I didn't ask he r if she were a 

communist although she talks of Trozyite friends once in a while. It isn't 

very diffioult to see that the propaganda machines are go ing to play the third 

party- communist identification for all it is worth in ord er to scare people away 

from real democratic thoughts. 
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I did mostly recording at the office today, but did intervi ew a Lt. of 

the Maritime Service in late afternoon. We had a staff mee ting in which there 

was considerable discussion about fund raising, and I raise d some questions 

about •what was the exact philosophy of our work here. Mr s. Cole, the director, 

pave very much of a YWCA answer when she said that it was t o make New Americans. 

It is much easier said than done. I asked in what ways this w as being achieved, 

and this got us involved in a long discussion of the group work approach versus 

the individual approach. Miss Martella got quite emotion al as it threatened 

her existence so we were not able to discuss it calmly. As nea r as I can 

gather, part of the staff feel that a sort of melting pot ide a work's when 

nationality groups are brought together and encouraged t o integrate but that 

they should keep ethnic ideals at the same time. It sounded  like a contra-

dictory goal to me. Mrs. Cole said we were stressing democra cy and that God 

was on side of democracy. She cited some figures where it ind icated that people 

were more religious in democratic countries: U.S., Cana da, and Australia. 

Gleisner said that church membership did not mean a thing , and he pointedly 

remarked that being church members did not necessarily make  a nation less 

war like, witness our present trends. 

After the meeting, Miss Siebold came up to the office an d said that she 

had made a reservation for a hotel room for me in Atlantic C ity for the National 

Social Work Conference in April, and she wanted to know if I were interested in 

going. I was surprised that she would do this since I w ill be finished here in 

Liaroh. I said that I didn't know what I would be doing in April. Then she said 

that she wondered if I were interested in working in this agency after I got my 

degree. I replied that I hadn't thought too much of jobs yet, but it was as 

appealing as any job (I didn't mention salary considera tions). She said that 

agency was having a fund raising campaign, and she did n ot know if agency would 
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fold up or expand. However, if they got enough money to expa nd, she would be 

glad to discuss jobs with me if I were interested. I guess t he conclusion 

is that my work here is pretty  go odI  It's my first tentative job offer. The 

hell of working for a private agency is that one never kno ws how long the agency 

will last, and there is no security in it at all. It all de pends upon fund 

collecting and money is going to get less and less plentiful from now on; pri-

vate agenoies are already feeling the pinch. I am interested in the type of 

work done in this agenoy, but Yuriko advises that I do not gra b the first 

thing which oomes along as she is confident that my talents will be recognized 

and I will be flooded with job offersi I am not that confident,  but I think 

there will be some job offers once I start looking around. I wish the Bureau 

of Applied Social Research would offer me a permanent job do ing some kind of 

researoh with cultural groups as that would appeal to me. I do n't think I 

will leave the field of social work just for pay alone, bu t if there is some-

thing which interests me in the cultural field I might consider it very seriously 

The first thing is to get job offers without getting choosyl 

This evening we went to see the play "Lamps at Midnight." W e thought it 

was very good. Yuriko said it was timely as it showed the fig ht.Galileo put 

up against the reactionary Catholic Church of his time. It reminded us of how 

the Un-American Committee operates these days, and all the b usiness about 

loyalty tests and so forth which are making people afraid to t alk about any-

thing. I don't see how we are going to improve democracy if fr ee speech is cen-

sored, said Yuriko after the play. 
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After a very rugged day at field work, I went over to Lamar's a partment 

near Times Square where we were to have dinner. Rhoda got ti ckets for us to 

go see "Make Mine Manhattan" in which she is dancing« It  opens to the public 

tomorrow night. She was so excited about it because it wa s an important matter 

to her, primarily for that $85 a week she will get if it is a hi t. Yuriko 

cooked dinner and we had a very leisurely meal, talked abou t show business and 

discussed with Lamar about "Lamp at Midnight" as he is sta ge manager of it. 

Rhoda told us about her tour and how it felt to finally get in to what appears 

to be a hit. She hopes that the critics will give it ra ve reviews. 

We went over to the Theater, two blocks down, and were well seated by 

the time the curtain went up. There was a full house, and it g ave the musical 

revue a good reception. I thought that it was entertainin g and that the public 

will probably go for it. There was a lot of dancing, and Rhod a even had a 

small speaking part in one act—she spoke 21 words. Yuriko t hought that Rhoda's 

danoing had developed a great deal, and she enjoyed the d ancing which was pre-

sented. She thought that Broadway dancing had a lot of possi bilities so she is 

now interested in getting into something. Pearl's picture was right in the 

theater next to Lamar's apartment--she is doing the lead da nce in "Finians 

Rainbow" now. Quite a few of the Graham trained dancers have g one into Broad-

way shows, but an equally large number are holding out for pure art. The latter 

do not eat so regularly. However, I think that there are two si des to this and 

I don't think that it will hurt Yuriko if she tried to get i nto a show if she 

could do a specialty dance. 

Today was our 16th months' anniversary so we went back to L amar's place 

after the show and we ate pig's feet to celebrate the occas ion—since that is 

the sentimental tie-in with our romance at the beach on For t Hancock. I think 

I made Yuriko angry by scolding her for not sending out the re nt check, but she 

is a forgiving girl so I guess she won't hold it against me . I gave her |5.00 
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to buy any fishes she wanted for the fish bowl for her birthd ay present next 

month. I think married life is very nice for me and every m oment of it have 

been happy ones. Of course, it depends upon getting an id eal wife like 

Yuriko, but I won't tell her too often as she might get spo iled  I 

I had five interviews this afternoon, and two in the morning , so that I 

hardly knew whether I was coming or going at the end of the afte rnoon. I 

think that I need more sleep as we have been having many social activities, too. 

Yuriko says we are going to stay home for a while as she wan ts to enjoy the 

apartment, and we do not particularly care to become social butterflies as the 

strain is too much. Yuriko is rehearsing hard these days and she has not even 

had a chance to finish her new coat. 



14 J anuary 1948, Wednesday. 

I've really been working very hard in field work, and the a gency is get-

ting plenty of free work out of me. In the past couple of da ys, I've also 

received about $10.00 from my clients who wanted to donate something to the 

agency for the service they have been getting. Siebold as sures me that my 

placement here is not for the amount of work I do as she t hinks of it in terms 

of placement, but I was a bit peeved when she said in con ference today that it 

might go through my recording and find out what signific ant things developed 

out of the interviews. It seemed to me that she was asking me to do some re-

searoh for the agency and I did not think it was for my bene fit at all so I 

objected on the basis that other workers didn't do it here. It is hard to 

resist these things when I am in the position of a student. T hat is the 

trouble with a small agency. For example, the I.I. is in the mi dst of a fund 

raising campaign and there is a supper rally next week. I de cided not to go 

because of the $1.00 charge which I felt I could not afford. S o the wheels 

started moving and the pressure applied, and finally Mrs. Cole "invited" 

Yuriko and I to be her personal guests. Yuriko can't come , but I couldn't 

very well turn this down. Every one of the regular personn el here feels in-

secure because they don't know if the agency is going to fol d up or not. I 

don't think that I would particularly want to come in on a si tuation like this 

for a first job, even though I feel that the work is very impo rtant. I hope 

that I :et better job offers in the line of my interests so t hat I won't have 

to make this choice. I do like the work here, but there are s ome things about 

agency polioy I don't care for: the remnant of YWCA attitud es, involving the 

workers on the fund raising, insecurity of a private agenc y when a job is not 

secure even from year to year which is bad for personnel mo rale. 

Today will be my last full day at the agency for two weeks as I ha ve 

classes. I phoned the school this afternoon and found out th at the Institute 

courses will go on. It still has not gotten my thesis ba ck from the typist 
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and the project office seems to be just as peeved as € am. Mr s. Kingman, the 

project office director, said that she sent a telegram to th e typist and in-

sisted that it be brought in today but there has been no re sponse so her next 

step is to send a messenger to the typists*s home and order t hat she turn the 

thesis over whether it is finished or not. Too bad it had to b e me as I have 

been anxious to send a copy to Dorothy. 

All this week I have been interviewing people, and I feel w orn out. There 

is tremendous pressure here because of all the anxious p eople who want to get 

their status straightened out. Muoh of the work is frustr ating when there is 

nothing we can do about the technical regulations of t he immigration laws. A 

woman came in this morning. She is from Poland and she has been trying to get 

her husband here since 1929. Now it is cleared that he can co me, but she can't 

find a sponsor who would be willing to sign an affidavit so I  can't blame the 

woman for being upset. She brought her brother in to be he r interpreter and 

he spoke worse English than she so I had one hell of a 't ime understanding, but 

did fairly well under the circumstances. The brother is in t his country il-

legally so he oan't be sponsor for fear of getting deporte d himself even if 

he has saved up $7,000. The brother began to tell me all his troubles, how 

his common law wife was unfaithful and how he was taking ca re of the illegiti-

mate child. The sister hates the common law wife so that i t seemed to be a 

peculiar triangle, but that might only be the workings of a d irty mind of a 

social worker  I 

I»ve been getting a lot of discussion of sex from my clients in the past 

couple of days. Mrs. H. the pretty Austrian girl who came her e and discovered 

that her fiancee' had given her twins now has the idea that he deliberately 

tried to make her pregnant in order to be able to hold her an d she is starting 

' to think that it was a very dirty trick. She said that she w as at a party the 

• night before she was scheduled to fly here from Vienna, an d her boyfriend would 
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not let her go home through the Russian  zone"  because of stories circulating about 

Russian soldiers tearing olothes off innocent girls a nd raping them. Mrs. H. 

took this in so she went to his apartment and he raped her an d she had to des-

cribe how she bled, how frightened she was and so forth. No w the State Depart-

ment won't recognize her marriage by proxy after the twins w ere born so I have 

been trying to get her to think of in terms of resuming her car eer, unless she 

decides to go baok to Austria to her husband. 

Then there was Walter, the German boy, whose wife is final ly coming and he 

was so worried because he doesn't know a thing about bi rth control. I was try-

ing to explain  it  to him but it was hard as hell because he couldn't underst and 

the terms I was using. Talking sex in simple terms is not s o easy, I have dis-

ocveredl In Germany, Hitler wanted lots of blond Nordic c hildren to make sol-

diers of them so knowledge of birth control was pretty verb otom. Walter said 

he thought he had killed his wife when she started to bleed t he first night 

after marriage, and I had a hard time keeping a straight fac e at his innocence. 

But the Europeans who havo discussed sex with me seem to b e much less inhibited 

about it than people here and they certainly are frank. 

One of the things I have discovered since being here is that shyster 

lawyers try to get these clients and they charge enormou s fees for making out 

the same documents we do for nothing. They charge anywhere fr om $50 as much as 

the traffic will bear. It is something like crooked funera l parlors who play 

upon emotions and take advantage of it. Many of these poor people have little 

money, but they want to get their relatives here so they  are willing to pay 

almost any price. In the past few days, I have talked to Briti sh West Indians, 

Hungarians, Germans, Jews, and Egyptians and they all te ll me the same story 

about how private lawyers clipped them. Some of these c lients are in this 

country illegally and they are willing to pay almost a nything for the privilege 

of remaining in this country. The sad part of it is that there are consulate 
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officials which will break the laws for a fee. The blond Nor dic types are con-

sidered the best material to make good «Americans and th ey have the easiest time 

in getting into this country. Some of them are pretty much conditioned by 

fascist thinking of race superiority when the come here, t oo, but the consulate 

offices apparently do not consider this as an important elig ibility consideration. 

On the whole, most of the people who come here though wi ll undoubtedly make good 

citizens in time as they all come to better their econom ic situation. It is 

these ignorant people who are poor that most often get picke d up for deporta-

tion because they didn't know about some technicality in  the law. This is the 

way it is with ray Greek client who was arrested the other day a nd a warrant 

served for deportation. He may not be deported right aw ay though if the Immi-

gration Service offioials decide to give him a break and overlook the law for a 

while. But he will have the fear of getting deported at any minute hanging con-

stantly over his head and that won't give him any peace of mi nd. The Immigra-

tion laws are so complicated that it is little wonder that s o many immigrants 

get fouled up with the law, and it is not their fault. 
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It's been a quiet weekend, and I got some rest. I didn't do a thing 

yesterday except loaf. In the morning, I did go shopping wit h Yuriko and we 

bought a week's supply of food—we figured that prices wo uld go  up  even more 

and we could save a few cents. The cost of living have jum ped considerably in 

the little over a year sinoe I got out of the Army. Everybod y is talking about 

inflation but there doesn't seem to be much done about i t. Truman has announced 

a bucl  -et of  $39  billion and it doesn't seem to excite too many people; we hav e 

been used to hearing of hundreds of billions in the past f ew war years. Three 

fourths of the new national budget is dedicated to the mi litary so that it is 

how we are preparing for peace. That money certainly c ould build a lot of 

housing and other useful social welfare things but it ha s to go down the drain 

beoause the generals are screaming about Russia so much, and plenty of war-

mongers have taken up the cry. I wish some of those elderl y radio announcers 

like Winchell had to go into the Army, then they wouldn't be  so enthusiastic 

about sending other peoples' sons into wars. 

I was thinking about all those things, and about jobs and our future and 

related subjects yesterday. I got pretty disgusted when I th ought about the 

trend of this country. By the time Yuriko came home from reh earsal I was ir-

ritated. She cooked a delicious steak and I even grumbled ab out that. It 

was just an off day for me and I wasn't in a good mood. We di dn't have words 

or anything like that, but Yuriko just couldn't please m e no matter how hard 

she tried. Then she brought out a birthday present for me —today is my birth-

day—and said I oould open it. I didn't even expect anything . She had a 

funny card with it which said that husbands were sometime s difficult to handle 

and so forth. I got out of the dumps and felt good for the rest o f the evening. 

Yuriko bought me Kinsey's book on Sexual Behavior of Males , and while Yuriko 

was washing the dishes I read her some of the parts whic h exploded old ideas 
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wo have held about sex for many generations. It is a good bo ok for all social 

workers, among others, to have since this field has such a terrific interest 

in sex—of other people» Just to be scientific about it, I am reading it from 

the beginning. 

We got up about 9:30 this morning to find that it had snowed  around five 

inches last night and everything was nice and white» The t rip to Long Island 

was beautiful, but it was a bit too stuffy on the train» Mie n we got to the 

wards, we had to wait for a little while until Mrs» M. was b rought down. She 

appeared to look better physically, but as soon as she sat d own s  he "began to 

•whisper things to Yuriko. I asked what it was all about and  Mrs. M. got 

alarmed and said not to tell.  ,  Yuriko started to tell anyway, and Mrs• M. 

3lapped Yuriko^ wrist and got very upset. Later, Yuriko sai d that Mrs. M. 

told a very incoherent story: something about her belief n ow that the hos-

pital was keeping her there to use Japanese blood to make exp eriments with, 

how she was not ill at all, why she was smarter than most peop le, and that 

she did not want me to know anything she said because nobody could be trusted. 

People could read her mind or something and it only got h er into trouble. 

They were rounding up other Japanese to make these experi ments upon, and that 

she saw an old Los Angeles friend in one of the other v/ar ds. And so forth. 

It seemed that a lot of her persecutory references have co me back, and her 

antagonism against me has once more come out into the open . It was a difficult 

positi on  for Yuriko to be in since there was no way of reasoning wit h her 

mother. Mrs. M. has these things fixed in her mind, and sh e is not going to 

allow anybody to know about it, especially Caucasians. The disturbing thing 

to us was that the psychiatrist apparently is not aware of t his. 

We went into Dr. Kris's office to discuss about when Mrs. M. m ight be 

discharged to Rev. Matsumoto 1s home. Dr. Kris's introductory words were, 

"Well, what can I do for you?" I purposely did not take part in any of the 
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discussion since the doctor seems to want to get a report o n Mrs-. M. from 

Yuriko. Yuriko said that she was puzzled because her moth er said so many in-

coherent things. Rather then ask what it was in a nice way, D r. Kris said it 

a very autocratic manner that Mrs. M. was gaining weight an d she was smiling 

all the time and she never mentioned any of these paranoid  things to her. 

If that is the kind of understanding of a case which Dr. Kris has, I don't 

have much respect for her ability as a psychiatrist. I have felt all along 

that she is more anxious to get patients out of the hospital for the sake of 

the space it will make for others than show a genuine conc ern for the indi-

vidual. Yuriko was taken abaok and she didn't know what to sa y as it did sound 

as if Dr. Kris did not believe the things which were told t o her and that 

Yuriko was just making it up to keep her mother there. Dr. K ris has a diffi-

cult personality problem herself I think and I cannot see ho w she establishes 

any sort of a relationship with the patients when she butts in all the time and 

puts words in their mouths. That was what she was trying to do w ith Yuriko. 

I out in at this point and said that Dr. Kris should really have an interpre-

ter so that she could find out these things herself as it was too difficult 

for Yuriko to do it. Dr. Kris said that she would like us t o contact Rev. 

Matsumoto and ask him to come up. 

It bothered us a bit because it seemed to us that Dr. Kris i s over-anxious 

to send Mrs. M* out without knowing anything of what d isturbs her now, and she 

tried to tell us that Mrs. M. was happy and didn't worry about anything now, 

and she was friendly with everyone, etc. I don't know how s he arrived at this 

conclusion when she can't talk to Mrs. M. any better than I , and I doubt if 

Ilrs. M. would reveal much of her real feelings to a psychia trist who presents 

such a forebearing impression as Dr. Kris. (She has an ac cent, and her manner-

isms are somewhat like the domineering German or Austrian sterotypes we have 

seen in movies.) It is a dilemna because Mrs. M. would be just as maladjusted 
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outside of the hospital. I think that Mrs.. M. is renewing ha* efforts to 

separate Yuriko and I and she doesn't seem to be able to get this out of 

her head because she has dominating tendencies even yet. Y uriko thought that 

perhaps the best thing to do under the circumstances is to try and arrange 

to get her to Japan as soon as possible as there would be a be tter chance 

for her to make adjustments there. Mrs.  M.'s lifelong hate and suspicious-

ness against Caucasians certainly is coming out in the prese nt illness. For 

an intelligent woman like her it was too much for her to rep ress permanently, 

especially -when there were so many personality difficulti es involved in her 

personal life. I don't think the prognosis is too good, but I can't get any-

thing from Dr. Kris as she is an impatient psychiatrist wh o is working under 

tremendous pressure herself as she has too many cases to ha ndle. It is too 

bad that the transfer was made from Dr. Rabinowitch. 

We still have not received the cleaning shop money from Dou glas. 
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Today was the start of the winter session Institute Class es for two weeks so I 

had to get up earlier in order to make it. I have arranged t o go to my field work 

only Monday and Wednesday afternoons for the next two week s. Actually I have made 

up all my time already, but I have to see the clients occasiona lly because of their 

problems which cannot wait. My classes this month will fin ish up my work at the school, 

and then there will be about a month or so of field work to f inish up the requirements 

for the  M .A. I honestly cannot feel that I gained any more by taking t he extra quarter 

in the school, but if I tell my advisers at school such thing s, they will say'that 

I am "blocking" so it is the wisest thing to keep quiet at t his point. I have been 

telling my supervisor at field work my feelings about some of the case work which 

goes on, but I don't know if Siebold likes that or not. She s ays she is perfectly 

objective, but a supervisor always has the advantage ove r a student. I have been 

discussing the value of case records with her recently, and t oday we had a big dis-

cussion on Mr. Abe. Siebold felt that he had deep seated  repressed wishes which I 

should bring out, and I maintained that it was just a lack of ac culturation which 

was the basis for his maladjustments. Just because it h appened to be a case of a 

Kibei (of which I know more about culturally) Miss Siebold g ets the idea that I am 

blocking and resisting these things because I have unresol ved feelings about it 

myselfi You can't win. She hasn't come up with these thing s very much, but every 

once in a while she'argues like a defensive social worke r and then it is no use in 

trying to be objective about a topic as there is always a n answer for every argument 

presented. Maybe I am learning something out of this proc ess; but my respect for 

social work doesn't increase when I hear these things. All last quarter I didn't 

debate issues at length with Siebold and I got a marvelous evaluation, but I have 

learned that it is not safe to "cross" supervisors and tha t she would react in the 

same way as most supervisors I have met if she were threa tened in any way. At 

least, she is better than most supervisors I have had, bu t I don't like it when she 

asks that I do research for the I.I. and puts it on the basi s that I am learning case 

work skills by doing it. If I resist too much, she may put on m y evaluation that 
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my progress was slowed down after a wonderful start, so I gue ss I have to do a 

certain amount of it in order to keep her happyl 

In one of my classes at school, we have a bunch of frustrate d women and their 

personalities repel me. I haven't seen a good looking girl at the NY School yet, 

whereas at UC there were a few. It is not interesting to talk to them because 

their life attitudes seem to be a bit distorted. One girl h as a scar on her face, 

another girl is a Mennonite and she doesn't wear makeup, th ere is a Quaker girl, 

a girl with a Negro agency, a girl without hands, and a few st udents. The field 

of social work draws so many individuals who have personal ity problems of various 

sorts and the percentage seems to be larger than in other fields. But, I have 

met many students who are well-balanced, too, so maybe it is just certain courses 

which draws the freaks, I don't know. It's the things th ey say which bother mej 

such wild claims they make for case work. I wonder who they think they are kidding? 

I think social work is in need of a more objective scientifi c approach, and it will 

make the field more professional if they cut out a lot of the crap they talk about 

in the classes. Our instructor who is an old maid and badly a djusted tells us 

about how she resolved family problems, how can I believe th at? 
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Dear Rev. Matsumoto: 

We went up to the hospital to see Mrs. Mitsuhashi yesterday . She is 
doing very well now and she has' gained a bit of weight. The do ctor said that 
she is very friendly with the hospital personnel, alw ays willing to help, and 
so forth. Dr. Kris felt that in view of this improvement, it might be pos-
sible to reinitiate discussion about her discharge. Dr. R abinovitch has told 
Dr. Kris of the original plans worked out with you, and Dr . Kris feels that it 
might be followed out in the near future. 

However, Dr. Kris is a bit puzzled yet about how Mrs. Mitsuha shi really 
feels inside her, whether she has gotten over the shock of lo sing all of her 
security, whether she fully understands why it is not poss ible for her to live 
with us, and so forth. For this reason, Dr. Kris wonders  if it would be pos-
sible for you to see her sometime to discuss these things and a ct as inter-
preter. She feels that it would not be advisable to use Yur iko because of 
the close relationship. Mrs. Mitsuhashi has expressed on s everal occasions 
that you were the only one she has oonfidence in. She distrus ts Caucasians, 
and she still has strong feelings about me. Dr. Kris said tha t Mrs. Mitsu-
hashi never mentions any of her fears to her and she would li ke you to help 
clarify this point, as it would be important to her adjustme nts once she 
leaves not to have internal conflicts which caused the nerv ous breakdown 
originally. 

In the event that you can go up there, could you write or ph one Dr. 
Kris? (Bldg. 28, Pilgrim State Hospital, Brentwood.) 

Confidentially, I might add that Dr. Kris does not seem to be u nderstand-
ing of patients as Dr. Rabinovitch. She may appear harsh on f irst impression, 
but apparently she knows her stuff. However, she apparentl y does not feel 
that cultural factors are important enough to use in unde rstanding Mrs. Mitsu-
hashi  »s  facial expressions and present attitudes. On the other ha nd, I under-
stand that she is known as an excellent psychiatrist so her gr uffness is easier 
to take if one is prepared!', The reason I bring this up is b ecause I don't 
know if Dr. Kris is under pressure to get the patients out as f ast as possible 
due to lack of space, and I would like to see Mrs. Mitsuhashi get the benefit 
of as much treatment as possible rather than be sent out t oo early. Mrs. 
Mitsuhashi is afraid of the "outside" because of her rece nt disappointments 
but I think that she will be able to make good adjustments  in time. The last 
time plans were made, it was a bit too sudden for her and sh e had a relapse 
so Dr. Kris wants to make sure that Mrs. M. is ready for it wi thin the next 
few weeks• She will undoubtedly talk to you about this. Mrs . Mitsuhashi 
has gotten very religious, and she constantly speaks of you  and your wife, 
and she will undoubtedly bring out more of her real curr ent feelings and 
options to you than to us. Please don't mention my interest in the case to 
Mrs. M. as she still has some pretty hard feelings against me for marrying 
Yuriko, and I don't want her to know that I have entered into any of the 
planning at all. 

I hope it will be possible for you to go up in the next week or s o. 
Thank you so muoh. Regards to your wife. 
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I can see right now that this is going to be a hectic next t wo weeks for 

me as my schedule is so filled. Yuriko laughs and wonde rs how I am going to 

adjust when I actually get a job and have to work steadily. T he classes have 

so many assignments and readings and we only have overnig ht to do it. I have 

revised my attitude about the class, and now find some of the people very 

interesting. The no arm woman, Miss H., is such a fascina ting person to ob-

serve. She does everything and it is remarkable. There is a lso a colored 

girl, Miss Brown, who is very intelligent and she has some g ood points to 

offer. Thus far, we seem to be doing most of the discussion but maybe that is 

because neither of us have been overseas and have not had t he experience of 

the others. I was busy this afternoon ordering my last books on the G.I. Bill, 

and I got the instructor to add some sociology books on the r eading list. The 

instructor does not think much of these sociology books, bu t I feel that I 

might as well get something I was interested in since I ha ve so many social 

work books already. All the students who can are ordering Kinsey's report of 

sex and there is a terrific demand for it in the bookstor e. 

I had to go to the agency for a while this afternoon to make a phone caL1 

on a case and to read some immigration legislation. Around s ix, I went to the 

dinner put on by the International Institute to start the fund raising campaign. 

I made my escape early as it was rather dull. They had some  people in native 

costumes and they thought it was rather colorful but it d idn't impress me that 

way. The most phoney thing was when a war bride got up and read a speech of 

thanks to the I'.I. for the help she has received, and Mis s Martella must have 

put it up to her. It left a bad taste in my mouth. There we re about 30 dif-

ferent nationalities represented at the gathering." 

I sat with a Hungarian minister and his wife, and he told me all about his 

troubles at his parish in the Bronx. The superintendent of his buildings has 
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20 January 1948, Tuesday 
* 

a pyromaniac son vtfio sets fires, all over the place. Th e minister didn't know 

what to do about it and he asked my advice, I suggested that he consult a 

mental hygiene clinic to see if anything can be done if ther e is a danger to 

the community, and it might he best to institutionalize th e boy. The minister 

and his wife also told me all about their feelings regard ing the communist 

domination of their native land how they felt. Theydistor ted the story a 

little bit, I thought, especially the part about how the Ch urch has suffered. 

I didn't get that impression from the Foreign Affairs m agazine. It is expected 

for everyone to be anti-Russia these days and I am surprise d that even edu-

cated people are falling into the trap of nationalism. The theme of the supper 

was "One World" but the conversation certainly  was  on a different level. 

I have studied all evening since coming home. _Yuriko is sit ting out in 

the kitchen watching the fish bowl. She announces, "Our l ittle Guppy is 

going to have little Guppies soon and I want to see her spit t hem out. I 

have to nurse them." So she knits socks while watching th e bowl, and I shall 

have a problem getting her to come and join me in bed. She say s I am jealous  I 
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21 J anuary 1948, Wednesday 

I had a very tiring day, and I am so tired. We had some interes ting discus-

sions about the legal complications of immigration laws t oday and in the other class 

we discussed cases on an international basis. I have been d oing a lot of discussion 

in class so the subject must be of interest to me. Most of t he class are experts 

in the field of international casework, yet they accept eve rything I say without 

questionl Yuriko says I must have them fooled plentyl 

This afternoon I went to the agency and I had five interviews so that I was 

worn out by the time I got home. I had to listen to so many problems and try to 

do something about them in getting things clarified. A Ger man man was in about 

jobs and he is upset emotionally because his American wif e insisted on bringing 

him to this country and he feels lost here, whereas in Eur ope he was very success-

ful. The Egyptian boy had a crises and expects to be deport ed at any time so I 

have to see him tomorrow to find out if the Jewish Agency wi ll be willing to help 

as he is half Jewish. The BWI boy was in again about tryi ng to get legalization 

here as he jumped ship, served in the Army, and now finds th at he might be subject 

to deportation and I have to help him work out some sort of p lan. The Austrian 

woman was in about getting a permit to go see her sister and sh e cried all over 

the place, and got so irritated because of the red tape an d sort of took it out 

on me even though I did a lot of extra paper preparation and ph oning for her, but 

I could understand why. Then a GI wanted to know if it would sti ll be possible 

to get his fiancee in from Jugoslavia, but the Fiancee's A ct has expired and he 

may be out of luck unless Congress passes another bill.  From all these cases, I 

learn a bit more about the complexities of immigration law s but it is so involved 

that I don't even begin to have a good knowledge of the reg ulations. However, 

it does help people to come and talk about their problem s, and in the process 

they are clarified on making better decisions for themse lves. I never try to 

force them to make up their mind or change even impractic al plans as that will be 

up to them, but there certainly is a lot of drama in these h uman problems. 
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14 J anuary 1948, Wednesday. 

• 

I had planned to study early, but Mr. Nakagawa dropped in. He i s an emissary 

from the Japan Relief Committee and he was sent to ask Yuriko to perform as a 

feature attraction of a relief program to be put on at Manh attan Center on March 2. 

It was a bit difficult to turn him down as he put it on such a p ersonal basis, but 

Yuriko handled it well. She couldn't do it anyway as she wi ll be with the company 

on Broadway right up to that time. Mr. N. came about seven t imes to see Yuriko 

30 I felt sorry for him and invited him to dinner. He is an Is sei from Seattle, 

very lonesome, runs an art repair shop, very neatly dressed , excessively polite. 

When he started to speak Japanese to me, I thought, "Jesus, what a mess, he won't 

understand if I tell him in English that I can't understand Japanese," but he 

answered in perfect English. Bverytime I said anything to p lease him, he would 

get up and politely bow and shake hands solemnlyI I think he really enjoyed the 

visit with us, even though Yuriko had to turn him down on th e benefit performance. 

Now I study for a while, and then drop into bed for a few hou rs of sleep before 

the grind starts once more tomorrow. 
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22 J anuary 1948, Thursday, 

Another rushing day. Miss Hurlbutt asked me if I would giv e a talk on culture 

and social work in one of her other classes sometime, I don 't know anything about 

the subject, but she seems to think that I could do it. I tent atively agreed, but 

I am not too enthusiastic about the diea. It is flattering t hat she asked me 

though, but I think she does it so that she can get out of tea ching for the time. 

I had to rush to class without breakfast so that I did not hav e any breakfast. 

At 11:00 I dashed to the lunch room in the school and managed to get coffee and 

doughnuts between class» It was a lifesaver and I was abl e to keep awake for the 

last two hours. After classes, I had to go to the agency a gain on my emergency 

case. Mr. S,, the young man from Egypt, was so agitated th at he didn't know what 

to do. He has decided to go to France tentatively, then go t o Italy, and travel 

around until he is able to get back to this country. He i s afraid to go back to 

Cairo because of the Palestine issue and he is half Jewish, " When I phoned the 

Jewish agency, they refused to take the case until they k new if Mr, S. practiced 

the Jewish Faith, I was very surprised, and I wondered wh y they set up such a 

requirement, but they said that the Catholic agency starte d it, I said religion 

should not make any difference when a person needed help , but the'y said this was 

a rule. It was suoh a narrow way of looking at things. The U SNA claims to be 

non-sectarian but they limit themselves to Jewish clients and I don't think they 

should give out false picture of the functions if that is t he case, I was a bit 

irritated about the whole thing. Mr. S, said he didn't prac tice the faith but 

he thought of himself as Jewish as that was the way he was tr eated and he didn't 

know what he would do next. So I violated professional eth ics and coached him to 

say he did practice the Faith (technically he did once when h e was a child) and 

then got him a referral. I shall not discuss this with ray s upervisor as she will 

try to point out that my own feelings were involved. Hell  yes, they were  I  I 

think Mr, S, got a lot out of the oontact in spite of that. 
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14 J anuary 1948, Wednesday. 

Have been studying all evening. There is a lot of warlike ta lk in papers now 

that State Dept. has released secret German-Russia paper s, and the headlines are 

extremely ferocious. Yuriko says she didn't marry me to send me to an army for 

another war, and that is my reaction. The world seems to be so stupidly headed for 

conflict, and one suspicion is built up on top of another so that the whole idea of 

UN is in jeopardy. Congressmen are also thinking of passing a law against Commu-

nists, which apparently is aimed at Wallace support. We se em to be doing every-

thing backwards these days. 

Yuriko doesn't feel good as she is coming down with a cold, a nd I am worried 

as she has been working and rehearsing so hard lately. She i s giving her solo 

dance on the Feb. 24 program at the Maxine Elliot Theater wi th the Graham Company. 
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14 J anuary 1948, Wednesday. 

The grind of this past week has been hard physically on bot h of 

us, and Yuriko is coming down with a cold and she did not go to re-

hearsal today. Last night we got to bed about midnight a nd we slept 

like a log« I was late in getting up so I had to dash in order  to make 

it to class* There was a note pinned on our door from Tagawa s aying 

that an emergency call had come in from Chicago and asking u s to phone 

back immediately. I asked Yuriko to phone and if it were a r eal serious 

matter to phone the school and leave me a message« 

As a result, I didn't pay much attention to what was going on in 

class as there was some anxiety  3n  wondering what had happened. I could 

not figure out why a phone call instead of a telegram so I  reassured 

myself that it couldn't be too serious. Yet it must be a cri sis, I 

thought. In between I got snatches of the lecture and clas s discussion 

on the problem of war brides and the responsibility for il legitimate 

children abroad. A woman from the International Social S ervice came 

in and gave some class discussion. The most complex cases w ere those 

of mixed marriages, and a lot of the class attitude was refl ected in 

what they said. There is a colored girl in the class, ext remely in-

telligent, and we have been stressing the need for social workers to 

get culturally conditioned and the discussion this morning certainly 

brought out the bias of even social workers. However, I didn 't 

participate as much as usual because of my preoccupations. I have 

also been diverted in one of the classes by the drama of t he woman 

without any arms. Each member of the seminar takes turns i n keeping 

minutes of the discussion, and it is drawing near to the tur n of Miss H. 

I don't know how the instructor is going to handle it. If Mis s H. is 

skipped, she might get sensitive; but if she is not, it might be equally 
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a problem* It is fascinating to steal glimpses at Miss H. bec ause she 

does everything a person with hands does. She writes, she s mokes cigarettes, 

she scratches herself, and I wouldn't even be surprised if she picked her 

nose* It is remarkable to see how a person makes adjustment s to a handi-

cap like that, and it certainly does not hold her back in a ny way. She 

is a supervisor in a social agency in Fhila. and here for the Winter 

Institute courses. She even talks like a supervisor, ve ry authoritative, 

but that seems to be an occupational characteristic more tha n any sensi-

tivity from the handicap. 

Yuriko left a message for me to come home, so with some anxie ty I 

came as soon as I could. This was Yuriko 1 s story as she got it from Mariko 

over the phone: "When I called Mariko, she was so excited th at she talked 

for five minutes straight. She said that Bette had left home w ith a color-

ed boy and was on her way to NYC, and that they were going to g et married. 

She wants you to try and stop them. I didn't say anything as M ariko was 

so excited. The colored boy is 21 and he is a Rhodes student a nd he is 

going to England to get a scholarship and study at Oxfor d. Mariko said 

that they were thinking of giving up citizenship and nev er returning to 

the U. S. and the whole family is so upset. Mom tried to hit Bette with 

a bottle, and now she threatens to commit suicide. Bette ju st packed up 

her things and left and Mariko said that she would not liste n to anybody. 

Now Mariko wants to stop them, and she says for you to hol d Bette and 

don't let them get married as the fellow is not a responsible p erson and 

he has no final divorce from his first wife. Mariko says th at the fellow 

left his first wife flat, and that it would ruin Bette's life. Emiko 

wants to come out right away and talk to Bette. I didn't kno w what to 

say except that Emiko could come if she wanted to and we would put her up." 
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I was so relieved that it was not anything more serious than t hat 

and I had to laugh at Yuriko's description of how excited Ma riko was over 

the phone. Yuriko said that all she said in the five min ute call to 

Chicago was "hello" and"good bye". We discussed the pro blem, and con-

cluded that it really was Bette 1s problem and that I would certainly not 

take any steps to stop her if her mind is made up. From the fam ily re-

action, it seemed that it was because of the racial iss ue more than the 

fact that the fellow was not legally divorced. Mariko told Yu riko that 

it was not the racial issue, but the comments she made led u s to believe 

otherwise. It is a matter of intellectually proclaiming tolerance, but 

when it becomes a more personal matter, then one reacts  in a stereotyped 

manner. Yuriko and I felt that Bette knows all of the social issues which 

may be involved, and that if she feels she is in love and it is a practi-

cal plan it is up to her to go ahead with it. Yuriko asked if I we re go-

ing to follow Mariko 1s plan and try to stop the thing by force, if neces-

sary, and my answer was no. I will have to hear what it is al l about, and 

it is going to be up to Bette to make up her mind. We don't rea lly know 

if Bette is really on the way here, and she may not look me u p if she is 

so upset about family opposition. Yuriko has a hunch that Be tte will come 

here because she has confidence that I will listen to her s ide of the 

story. The entire situation has a lot of emotional overton es, and I see 

no point in Emiko coming here at all as that is not going to f orce a change 

of Bette's mind if she is determined to go through with it. Y uriko says 

that Emiko probably wants to use this as an excuse to come to N YC, even 

though she may be agitated by the whole business. The fam ily apparently 

threw the book at Bette and made it an issue of family honor and so forth. 

I am surprised that they reacted in this way, although it is u nderstand-

able why Mom might have felt so threatened. But this is al l speculation 

and we don't know any of the facts. Yuriko understood why Ma riko might 
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have given a biased version and she agrees that we can't do anything but 

talk it over with Bette reasonably® Mariko threatens to g et a private 

detective on their trail and keep the whole thing very qu iet. It was 

comments like this which made us feel that perhaps they we re not thinking 

of Bette so much but that their own feelings were upset be cause they were 

afraid of what people might say about this. Bette has a rig ht to lead her 

own life, and if she decides in an objective way to get mar ried and there 

are no legal barriers, the rest of the family should not hav e deep feelings 

and be threatened themselves. We never will have toleran ce and integration 

if we cling to sterotyped beliefs and just mouth tolerance. If Bette feels 

that marriage will lead to happiness, then it is a perlbnal is sue. Mariko 

mentioned that if I had been there, it might not have turn ed out this way 

as Bette would have listened to me, but she was just assum ing that I would 

be just as opposed as her and I don't feel that way. I know racial feel-

ings run deep, but Nisei have no business feeling superior to any other 

minority and this is after all a private issue between Bette and the fellow, 

whose name we don't know. They are old enough to realize t he social 

situation which might prevail, and it is up to them to decide  if they will 

be willing to face it # The only thing which bothers me is the fact that 

they plan to leave the U. S. It made me wonder just how much t he disillusion-

ment with democracy went in this situation, and was this a ru nning away? 

If they feel that they can find happiness in Europe, I hope B ette brushes 

up on her French! Of course, I doubt if they are going to ge t to England 

that quickly as it is no easy matter to get a passport and visa , and the 

procedure is rather involved. This I know from my experience at Internation-

al InstituteI We shall hear from Bette her version if she c hooses to look 

us up, and if she really is on her way to this city. It must hav e been 

quite an emotional business for Bette, and the anxiety is not going to be 

cured easily. As far as Mom's threats of committing sui cide, it is the 



same old business of a parent losing face and using this sor t of weapon 

to get the upper hand. Mom will get over it in time, and the re is not 

any point of talking to her about it. Mariko wants me to phon e her tonight 

to tell her what to tell mom, but I don 1 think that is necessary. Kikuchi 

family affairs has another crises, and a member of the cla n is supposed to 

rally with the majority thinking but I can't get that excited over it. 

It is a serious business for Bette and her prospective spo use, but I can't 

solve the social situation for them and if Mariko stopped t o think, she 

would not react so strongly. Mom sent me a carton of cigarett es for a birth-

day present* 

Dorothy writes: "Your Yuriko made a great impression on al l of us. 

She has so much charm, intelligence, poise and friendlin ess. You are a 

very lucky guy to have such a happy marriage. 11 Dorothy plans to be prof, 

of sociology at U. of Penn from next Fall so we may be seeing her occasion-

ally. She is still working on the "salvage." 

I'm under so much pressure from the school, and I have to wr ite a 

couple of papers this weekend. Clara invites us to a party to meet some 

Viet-namese friends, and Kenny also plans a party on Sat.  evening so our 

schedule is very full, and we are in conflict as to what to d o, especially 

if Bette actually does land here. 
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24 J anuary 1948, Saturday, 

3:00 pm 

All sorts of "crises" today! I got to class this morning in t ime 

and we had a four hour session. In between, I went to the cafe teria at 

the school and made coffee for the class since the school w as practically 

empty today. We had been talking about cultural bias then, a nd Olga had 

been trying to make the point that social workers were pretty  free of it. 

But when I went to make the coffee, she said, "Let me do it , a woman can 

do those things better." That is cultural bias! I made very delicious 

coffee to prove my point that a man could do these things. We had a 

strong discussion on the role of social action for soci al workers. The 

instructor made the point that the NY School could not take t he lead in 

forcing agencies to adopt a non-discrimination policy for  student place-

ment and I disagreed strongly. I felt that it should ass ume leadership, 

but the class seemed to feel that all factors should be weigh ed care-

fully and that the issue should not be forced if it meant th at other 

students would be deprived of field work experience if th e agencies would 

not give in. I agreed that legislation could not force a ch ange of 

attitude but that it would help to strengthen the position  of the client 

who is discriminated against, and that if the NY School refu sed to take 

leadership then it was not following the philosophy it teac hes. I pointed 

out how it might have helped if the school had taken a stand on the question 

of allowing Negro students taking field work at Psychiatri c Institute, but 

it didn't say a thing until a newspaper put the pressure on t he state 

government. (P.I. is a state institution.) Anyway it was an interesting 

discussion, and it proved my point that social workers were not always 

the leaders in social action and that they helped to perp etuate against 

the very things against which they were opposed in princi ple. Columbia 

has a quota system for students in the graduate schools, p articularly 

medicine, and I don't think that the NY School should wait until "conditions 
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are ripe" before taking a stand on this sort of thing. 

Anyway, I came home in the midst of a terrific snowstorm ant icipating 

a nice quiet afternoon during which I could write my class pa per. But 

there was a telegram from Emiko saying she was arriving on t he afternoon 

train. Then Martha sent a telegram asking Yuriko to come im mediately to 

help her with a costume. Then a letter arrived from Mr. Nak agawa saying 

how much he enjoyed his visit here and that he would like to co me this 

evening to bring a gift. Then the heat went off and Yuriko w orried about 

the fishes getting cold. So our whole day's plans are change d. On top 

of that Yuriko has to rehearse this afternoon, and we had pl anned to go 

to a party! I phoned Nakagawa and asked him to come tomorrow , if possible 

and he said he would. Now I have to phone the station to fin d when the 

train will be in. 

Yuriko and I were very amused about how the Kikuchi family has been 

thrown into such a crisis uproar, but Yuriko said for me no t to laugh at 

Emiko since she was seriously concerned. We are convin ced though that 

the primary motivation was an excuse to come to NYC for a vi sit! It is 

quite an assumption on their part to assume that Bette is h ere in the city 

and that she will be looking us up. I don't think I would if I were in 

that situation of intense family opposition, but Yurik o says that Bette 

will want to come and tell her side to a sympathetic person w ho will under 

stand her point of view so that she will look us up if she did come to 

the city. We haven't heard anything yet. 
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24 J anuary 1948. Saturday. 

Later 

Emiko arrived from Chicago this evening, and I vent to meet  her at 

Penn Station. The train was late three hours because of the se vere snow-

storm and I almost froze in the station« I almost missed he r as she came 

out of another exit, and I had to go and ask the station mast er to page 

her* This didn't help so I was on the point of coming home whe n I spotted 

her near the stairway looking a bit frightened. She was re lieved when I 

came up, and she said "hii" Right away she wanted to tell me all about 

what had happened, but I told her to relax and she could tel l us both later 

so she wouldn't have to repeat things. Yuriko cooked dinner, and we chatted 

about things in general while enjoying the hasty meal whic h Yuriko had 

whipped up. We were planning to take Emiko to a party, but i t was too 

cold outside and Yuriko 1 s cold seemed to be worse so we decided to stay 

home. We settled comfortably in the front room, and around 10:30 Emiko 

was finally able to tell us all about what had brought her to NYC. I made 

her start at the beginning and tell how the situation develo ped. This was 

quite a job for Emiko and her throat was dry by the time she was f inished. 

Her story about Bette's romantic affairs: 

"All this business started when Bette got a job in the librar y 

of Roosevelt College. She got paid in money and in courses.  The idea 

of interracial education is nice but Mariko thought it had gone to the 

extreme. I thought in a way this was so because all of the Ni sei girls 

were going around with colored fellows. Bette was doing t he same thing, 

and Mom did not like it. Then Bette met Gene Orro. At first M om just 

said that it was not a good idea for Bette to go around with ju st one 

fellow. But you know how stubborn Bette is and she never tr ied to talk 

this out with Mom and didn't care how Mom felt. Pretty soon M om began 

to resent this, especially when Bette began to stay out la ter and later, 

up to two and four in the morning—and next morning Bette h ad to get up 



early to go to work. She wouldn't change her job even if she w asn't making 

much and she lost a lot of weight. Then Mom began to pick on h er for not 

taking care of her health but Bette didn't pay much atten tion. 

"One night when Gene brought Bette home real late, Mom said to 

him, 'Listen Mr., my kind of people don't stay out so late. 1 This chased 

him away, only Bette began to go to his family's home and tha t worried Mom 

even more. I was good friends with Gene but I thought I shou ld talk to 

him and point out Mom's worries about Bette. He said that h e understood 

but he was not going out of his way to please her. Then Bette began to 

get pretty fresh with Mom. 

"About one month ago, Bette came home at five in the morning from 

one of her dates. When Mom scolded her Bette said very freshl y that she 

was going to marry Gene some day. Mom didn't take this se riously and said 

for Bette not to say such baka (dumb) things. Bette just sta rted to smoke 

(she took up this habit when things began to get strained) a nd she went 

into the kitchen and there were words. Bette just kept sa ying she was go-

ing to marry Gene someday just to infuriate Mom. She had been getting 

pretty cocky and she didn't even attempt to try to under stand how Mom might 

feel about this. Mom got sore because Bette got so fresh so she slapped 

her. At that time she was just mad about Bette 1s attitude. Bette just 

walked out of the kitchen and Mom got into a rage when Bet te flung back 

that she would get married and that nobody could stop her. Mom grabbed 

a bottle and started to go after Bette because she was so m ad, and Tom 

and Margaret had to go hold Mom. Then Mom started crying, bu t Bette did-

n't do anything. Tom phoned me about it and I told Mariko so w e decided 

to have sort of a meeting at Mariko's next evening to talk about it to 

Bette. Tom said that Mom cried all night and that Bette w as not concerned 

at all. He asked Bette if she didn't even feel sorry but Bet te said how 

could she when Mom looked at her with hate in her eyes. Tom s aid he didn't 
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want to tell me about what had happened but he was worri ed because things 

were getting so tense, 

"After that Mom began to keep a record of how late Bette was 

staying out just to prove to her that it was consistently late . Mom's 

friends at work began to notice that Mom was aging because s he was so up-

set. I decided to talk to Bette and she said that she d idn't like all 

this tension and everything was so nasty at home. At firs t I sided with 

Bette but I kept telling her that she should try to understan d Mom too. 

And I said that Mom worried when she stayed out real late as she didn't 

know what was happening and that it wasn't right for Bette t o stay out all 

the time like that. I never had any arguments with Bette but I told her 

that it was no fun for me to go home as I could not talk to her si nce she 

came in so late everytime. I was in-between everything . 

"Then Mom began to reveal her opposition because Gene was c olored 

and this came out more in the open. This was what Bette used to get very 

defensive about and try to argue it out with Mom. I knew that this was 

not the way to change Mom's attitude but Bette refused to ev en discuss it 

calmly with Mom. All this time Gene was trying to get a Rho des scholar-

ship to go to England and study but he didn't get it. They  were spending 

all of Bette's money as he was trying to save up a little bit so that if 

he went to England he would have something to live on. It was then that 

they decided that they were going to get married. Bette wit h her romantic 

dreams said that she would see him through school and that s he was going 

with him. They said that he would go to England and that he could teach 

school there. This was before everything burst out into t he open and I had 

listened to Bette tell these plans. It was a fantastic plan and so impracti-

cal. I felt that Bette should eventually get married to Ge ne if she was 

really in love with him, but that plan they talked about w as so crazy that 

I didn't think Bette was really ready to know her own mind and I began to 



have some doubts. I suggested that he should go first and ge t settled 

and then Bette could follow, but she said that Gene would no t go without 

her. I thought that was kind of funny and that he was being  selfish if 

he were not willing to compromise a bit if he really love d Bette. I 

talked to Gene and told him how much Mom was worrying and h e said that 

he was in love and that if Bette wanted to go with him he wa s not going 

to stop her, and that it was her idea. So I didn't know what t o believe 

as the stories were not straight« 

"All this time Margaret was phoning me every night or so t o 

tell me that she couldn't study because of the tense atmosph ere at home* 

Mom would tell all of her worries to Margaret so that she fe lt that she 

was being torn between taking Mom's side and Bette*s* Either Bette and 

Mom would argue, or else they would not talk and that was ju st as hard 

on Margaret because of the electricity in the air. Margare t said that 

she felt funny because Mom would keep throwing it up into Bet te 1 s  face 

that Margaret was such a good girl and why couldn't Bette be like her* 

And it was hard for my nerves all this time because I was t rying to study 

for a State Board exam and it would determine whether my three years of 

study would make me a nurse or not* 

"Just around Christmas time, Mariko had one of her partie s and 

Gene and Bette came to it* Gene has a lot of idealistic ideas and he is 

smart so he wants to tell of his thoughts to everyone* Marik o likes to 

talk too so that's one of the reasons why she didn't like Ge ne after she 

met him. She said that he was too fresh and he talked too much * She took 

great pains to tell Bette that it was not because of his race ei ther, but 

this got Bette a bit upset because she felt that it was ju st as much Mariko 

fault that the two of them did not get along and that Mariko cou ld not 

blame Gene for being too talkative. Then a few days later , at Xmas I think 

Mom told Mariko how Bette was going around with the Crombos  (colored)  boys 



at school and how they were having such trouble at home» 

"Marlko Immediately got all excited about the family and sh e 

jumped into the situation and thought that she would ha ve it settled in 

no time. She didn't know then that Bette was so serious abou t Gene. 

Mariko got all wound up and thought that Bette was upsetti ng the family. 

Things began to get even more tense, and by this time Bette h ad announced 

her plans of definite marriage in June when Gene got his fina l divorce. 

It was about then that Mariko decided that we would have a sort of family 

council meeting at her place and settle the whole matter. I wanted to 

talk to Bette first but I didn't get a chance. I knew tha t it might end 

up in a big free-for-all if Mariko got all excited and Bet te got stubborn. 

"So last Sunday, we met at Mariko 1s (Jan. 18). Mariko phoned 

Bette and told her to come. Bette right away did not like the way in 

which she was ordered so she said that she couldn't come as she had a date 

with Gene. Mariko said that this was an important matter a nd she could 

skip one date, especially since she had been going out so la te all the past 

weeks. Bette then said that she would phone Gene and have hi m pick her up 

afterwards. Mariko got very angry because she had plann ed for Bette to 

remain there overnight so that we could talk late. I was real ly tired but 

I wanted to find out what was going on, and a bit mad because I gave up a 

date too. It didn't start off too good because Mariko sco lded Bette over 

the phone about not having enough consideration for the f amily. Then Gene 

phoned Bette and gave her instructions on what to say and Be tte told him to 

come to the gathering at Mariko's but he said he would come l ater and pick 

her up. So Mariko, Bette, and I had the talk and George did not butt in 

until later. 

"Mariko started the talking. She told Bette how Mom was fe eling 

because Bette was staying out so late at night. Bette said that was not 

the real reason of Mom's objection, and that it was not pl easant for her 
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to bring Gene home after what Mom said to him. Mariko broke in and said 

that Bette didn't attempt to under stand Mom's feelings. Aft er that Bette 

wouldn't say a word and refused to answer any questions as she said that 

Mariko had her mind made up about everything so there wa s nothing to say. 

Mariko kept on talking about how all this issue was affect ing the family 

and she did all of the talking. Mariko said that she was not prejudiced 

against Negroes, but I jumped in then and pointed out to h er how Mariko 

wouldn't even invite certain white friends when Negro fri ends were there. 

Mariko said the only reason she did this was because her whit e friends 

did not understand and she would lose their friendship. I s aid that this 

did not seem to be a good reason. Then Mariko said that she wa s really 

protecting her colored friends from feeling uncomfortabl e when there were 

white friends around so that was why she only invited the mo st understand-

ing Caucasians at those times. I got upset and I said that it was these 

very little things which caused so much harm in race underst anding. Mariko 

got angry and she said why should she do anything about the r ace problem 

as she had her own life to live. She said that I was at the stage where 

I had youthful ideas but I'd get hardened to them. The same fo r Bette. 

I said that my feelings about treating Negroes like anyone e lse were not 

ideas but the right things. Mariko then said that she used t o feel the 

same way but she was more mature now and she was being realisti c and that 

I would do it in time. Then she got sore at me and said that I w as helping 

Bette's side. Bette than spoke up and said that she thought M ariko had 

insisted that it was not a matter of prejudice with her. 

"So Mariko began to talk about it in terms of Bette's future 

and the family situation. She had some very good points to make and 

she told Bette that she was inclined to be romantic, th at all the business 

about going off to Europe to live was not practical at all # She said that 

Europe would be no better and that Bette should think of all t he other 
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things which vent into the matter, and that it had nothing to do with the 

fact that Mariko might have any prejudiced ideas or not. It w as for Bette's 

sake. Then Mariko said that Bette was still too young to ge t married (she 

is 21) because she had led too sheltered a life and that thing s would not 

always be so protected for her, Bette denied that she was tha t sheltered, 

I think that Bette has been sheltered though because she h as always been 

at home and she did not have to go through the hard thing s that others in 

the family did. You helped her with her school and everythi ng so that 

Bette really has not faced life yet, and I think Mariko was right in saying 

that Bette was too romantic, 

"Even though Mariko said everything in an accusing way, Be tte 

began to think of some of those things. You know that Bette n ever cries, 

but I could see that there were tears in her eyes and she was just on the 

verge of crying* She said that she was confused and she didn 't know what 

to think. She didn't know what to do. Just at that minute, Gene phoned 

Bette and right away after listening to him she took on her  hard attitude 

again. Mariko did rush things a little quick and it was true t hat Mom 

picked on Bette too much, but the social facts which Mari ko pointed out 

were true and Bette needed to think about this more. But sh e was so much 

under the influence of Gene that as soon as he phoned she r efused to consider 

these things. All of the feeling which circulated during th e past two 

months seemed to be driving Bette and Gene together* So Mar iko didn't get 

anyplace talking to Bette, Then Gene came to pick her up. 

"Mariko invited him to come in very nicely, but he was ru de and 

he said that it was no use to talk. Furthermore, he said ver y angrily, 

he resented it very much that we were cross examining Bette and that we 

should be ashamed of ourselves for not trusting her. This g ot all of us 

sore, I was surprised and I said that we wanted to clear things up with 

Bette and that it was not a cross examination at all, Mari ko followed 
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this up by saying that ve had been talking about what this w as doing 

to the family, and that she didn't want any unpleasantness i f it could 

be avoided* She said that it was not fair to Tom's and Marg aret's 

education to have Bette and Mom so angry at each other, and v e were 

just trying to find out if it could be solved in some way. I got mad 

then and I said that if Bette could leave the family, then I would do 

the same thing and that Bette was being selfish. 

"Mariko took this up and she said that I could not help the 

family alone and that Bette did have a certain obligation to help out. 

It was not forced on her but other members of the family had sa crificed 

for Bette so that she should consider the remaining members . That there 

were more people than just Bette and Gene to be considered. A s soon as 

Gene came, Bette didn't say one word but leaned back in the ch air and let 

him do all the talking. Since she has been going around wi th him she has 

lost her individuality and she doesn't express herself as m uch as she used 

to. Anyway when Mariko brought up the matter of family suppo rt, Gene got 

exasperated and he said that it was a disgrace to bring up such a thing 

and why should Bette have to help the family just because the others did. 

He said that he was fed up and he would be forced to take Bett e away from 

all this mess if she got it from all sides of her family and no body was 

willing to understand her side. He said this meeting was a p ut up job 

and everybody was against them. 

"Just before Gene had arrived I had been saying that Bette sh ould 

not have everybody against her, and I got so angry that Bett e didn't confirm 

this when Gene made his remark. Bette just sat in her chair  so I shouted 

to her why didn't she tell Gene that I said the same thing . I was so tired 

that I got hysterical and started to cry and blow up. 

"Then Gene brought up that the real opposition against him and 

Bette was the racial issue and that all these other thing s were not the 

honest reasons at all. He said that we all thought that an d he knew it. 
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I had always gotten along well with him before and he knew  how I thought 

about these things so I didn't think that it was fair to in clude me in. 

It was then that Mariko and Gene got into a heated argum ent. George did-

n't like Gene either so he got into it. 

"Then the subject of Bette going to Gene's home was broug ht up 

and Mariko said that although she was not casting any inf erences, it was 

true that young people who thought they were in love ofte n got involved, 

and that something could happen. Bette said that if she we re not trusted, 

she would refuse to even discuss this and she didn't like the way the 

thing was said. Then I said that if Bette couldn't bring G ene home, and 

if Mariko didn't want her to go to Gene's home, then where co uld she go 

to visit him? Mariko said that they could come to her place. That wasn't 

trusting them very much and Gene didn't like the idea and sa id so. Then 

Bette said that she didn't go to his place that often and eve n if they did, 

Gene's mother was always there to supervise. Mariko acted like she didn't 

believe Bette even though she said she did as she hinted o therwise with 

a knowing look. Mariko was firmly convinced that they had  been having an 

affair and I got sore as they put me in a bad spot as I thought that the 

only issue was with Mom. It came out so clear that it was a r acial issue 

for Mariko and George, and I didn't think that at all. I do  admit that 

I was influenced a bit and I had some doubts. Mariko never c ame out 

openly by saying that it really was a racial issue with her, b ut she would 

always put it on another basis. She said that Gene'd divor ce was not final 

until June, and that he lied when he said he was 28 and his mother said he 

was only 21. I had phoned his mother and she said that Gene wa s making 

a mess out of his life so I began to change in my thinking  of him a little. 

His mother later said that Bette was a nice girl and that Ge ne was not 

right for her and she thought that it should be broken up as it might 

not work. She said that  i t  would be bigamy if they got married, and that 



Gene got a lot of wrong ideas at Roosevelt College, (did n't accept his 

place?) 

»Anyway, the discussion at Mariko's did not accomplish any thing, 

and Bette, Gene and I left in a huff, and George was mad becau se he thought 

it was rude of us to leave like that. He felt the same way abo ut the whole 

thing as Mom, purely on race. After we left, I talked with  Bette a bit 

and told her that since she was so confused, maybe she and I sh ould go to 

California and then she could think it over. I said I wou ld be through 

with the nursing school and I could get a job in California . I thought 

that if she went off with me for a while, she could really loo k at it ob-

jectively and find out if she really had thought everything o ut. Bette 

said that she would think about this and let me know soon. 

"Then on Thursday Bette came home while everybody was out , and 

packed all her clothes and left a note saying that she was lea ving home 

and that she thought this was the only way as she didn't want the family 

to be unhappy and the best thing to do was to leave them al one, and that 

she loved Mom. Then she said for Mom to take her $150 and cons ider it a 

part of the family support and that she would try to send mo re later. She 

said that she would write the family when she reached her d estination. 

Margaret got home first and she was very upset when she read this note and 

she phoned me. I was shocked and I got very angry and I felt li ke I could 

sock Bette for going off like that, running away when she k new that it 

would cause all of us to worry not knowing where she was. I told Mariko 

not to tell Mom about the note and to let her think that Bett e just left 

the house and that she didn't go off with Gene. I called Mar iko but I 

couldn't contact her at her office so I called Mrs. Orro an d asked if I 

could talk to Gene. She said that she didn't know where he w as but would 

tell him to call back when he came in. Then she said that s he was sorry 

about all the family trouble at home and that she had not kno wn anything 
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about it until just recently. About 15 minutes later Mrs. Orr o called 

and she was very excited. She said that she had gone to Gene 's room and 

found that he had packed his things and left home* She said  that she had 

no idea that things were that serious and that she never drea med that it 

would get to this point, that both Gene and Bette were too impu lsive, that 

Gene was spoiled as he was an only son and nobody could ever tel l him any-

thing. Mrs. 0. was extremely upset and she said that she did nf t think the 

marriage would work out and she felt sorry for Bette becaus e her son was 

not the person for her. Then she said the things which really j olted me. 

She said that she was colored and that she knew Bette did no t realize 

all the subtle little cruelities she would have to go throu gh and that 

some day she might get very resentful about this and say so mething cruel 

to Gene. She said that only colored people knew how hard the se things 

were and it took a very mature person to realize that these things would 

be important to weigh in an intermarriage. She said that G ene was tin-

stable and sensitive, and that he had married at age 18 again st her will 

and it had only lasted three months. She said Gene then left his wife, 

and Mrs. 0. said that she was afraid that he might do the sa me thing to 

Bette. And if Bette had a baby and they broke up, it would mea n that 

Bette could never marry a caucasian (J) because that ba by would not be 

accepted and it would be so hard for both Bette and the child because 

Bette could not marry again, that even a Nisei wouldn't wan t to marry her 

because any baby she had would be looked upon in a different  way. Mrs. Orro 

said that she was realistic and a baby would cause trouble instead of 

bringing them happiness. 

"After I hung up, I thought in amazement that so much of this 

was true and that it had to come from Mrs. Orro before I rea lized it. I 

thought then that I was as sincere as Bette about the Negro people be-

cause Bette must have considered these things. I didn't t hink I would do 

it after what Mrs. Orro said, but I was pretty excited. When I calmed 
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down and tried to look at it more objectively the thought en tered my mind 

that maybe I was against Bette getting married because of some feeling 

about the racial business, but I chased the idea out of my m ind right 

away. It did bother me. I then felt that Bette was too young, and that 

It was true she felt cocky because she got a college educat ion* She felt 

superior to Mariko who didn't go to college, but Mariko k nows a lot of 

practical things which Bette did get in school and that was e xperience* 

That 1s why they clashed because there was a lot of feeling about t his. 

But, I suddenly felt that everything was so futile and th ere just was no 

answer into this venture which Bette was getting into, a nd that it did 

take a lot of guts to make that decision. But, I still felt that Bette* s 

timing was not right and I was sore about the way she left. 

"I finally got Mariko on the phone and told her the news. M ariko 

could hardly believe it was true. Then she got extremely ups et. She said 

rather wildly that she was ready to go plead to Bette on her h ands and 

knees not to do this thing but go back home. Then right away Mariko pulled 

the excuse that now that family responsibilities were goi ng to be pushed 

back on her after the way Bette thoughtlessly did such a th ing, it would 

mean that she could not have a baby. I was so upset that I go t irritated 

and I told Mariko not to be a fool and pull that excuse again as I had 

heard it before and that she could not blame family matters for not having 

a baby. Mariko was very hurt and she said this was a mean thin g to say, 

then she got mad. In self protection, I said that you had m ade this state-

ment more than once and it was more than a coincidence abou t Mariko not 

having a baby. I was good and mad, upset, and confused. Fur thermore, I 

had to break another important date and I was mad at Bette f or that. I 

agreed with Mariko that it was a silly thing to do and maybe  we should try 

and stop it in some way. Later I didn't think like this. It was hard 

for me because I feel that I am thinking of Bette ! s welfare, but I am thinking 
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of Mom too. Then Mariko had different ideas for opposing th an I did. 

When Mom found out that Bette took her clothes she said that  she hated 

Bette and that she was not a daughter of hers any more for do ing such a 

dumb thing. (She didn f t know that Bette had actually run off with Gene 

yet.) It seems that I was in between and I got very confused . I had told 

Mom that such violent opposition only brought Bette and Gen e together more 

and that saying nasty things against Negroes in general didn 't help matters 

at all. 

"Anyway, all that happened on Thursday. When George heard o f 

it he got so sore that he went right away to phone the police and have 

them arrest Gene, but Mariko said that it would cause too m uch publicity 

and hurt the family. That night she phoned you, but couldn't contact you. 

Mariko was so upset she was fit to be tied, but we were all pret ty excited 

too. 

"Yesterday morning Mrs. Orro phoned to say that a group of 

students were leaving from Roosevelt College to go to NYC and then on to 

France. She thought Gene and Bette might be with them. I pho ned the school 

right away but they didn't know anything like that, but they did say some 

exchange students were going later but the date was indefi nite. I then 

phoned Duncan, Gene's friend, and casually asked if he kne w where Gene was. 

Duncan said that Gene had told him that he was going to NYC on Thursday 

and that he had shown him two tickets. I told Mariko about thi s and so 

she went to City Hall to find out if they had taken out a marri age license. 

Then she went to see a Judge friend and try to find out w hat to do and he 

advised to keep it quiet. It was then that she thought of hi ring a private 

detective to trace Bette. In between, Yuriko called and Mari ko said that 

Bette was on the way here and for you to stop her by force if n ecessary. 

"Last night, Mariko and George went to tell Mom that Bett e had 

run off. Mom held back her tears for a while and didn't sa y anything. 
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She could hardly believe it was true. We thought that Bette would contact 

you, and we thought there should be someone to tell you our side of it. 

I didn't think that Bette went about it in a good way and th at it was not 

like Bette to do things impulsively like that. I felt that Gene had put 

the pressure on her to leave the family like that. That 's why I wanted 

to come here as I don't think it is right for her to take s uch action now. 

Bette is just a shadow now and she never says anything so  she don't know 

her own mind. All I want to do is to talk to her and find ou t if she 

really wants to go through with it. Mariko sent me out he re to be sure 

that you would get our viewpoint, and that you would find Bette and bring 

her to her senses but I don't go as far as that." 

It was at this point that Emiko paused in her torrent of wo rds so 

I tried to get at her real reason for coming, but she i nsisted that it was 

only to give me the other side of the story. I felt that Emik o might have 

been motivated partly because of what had been said abou t the racial issue, 

and partly because of her own reactions of younger sister ge tting married, 

but Emiko was not willing to admit anything like this that placed her 

mission on an ulterior level. I didn't break in again a s Emiko had some 

more to tell. When I asked just exactly what Mariko expecte d me to do 

about it, Emiko said, "she thinks you should send for the po lice to look 

for Bette and hold her." I replied, "Let's be reasonable. I can under-

stand why the family got so excited and that it is a crisis f or them, but 

surely you don't think that I could take such action like th at. I haven't 

heard Bette's story and I doubt if she does come here. I don't think I 

would if I were in her position and there were so much oppos ition. All 

I can do is to listen to Bette's story if she does come, an d it will be 

up to her to make her own decision. She is 21 and I would n't dream of 

trying to stop her by force." Yuriko said similar things, and pointed out 

H I — — — mmmmmmmtmmmm m m mmwmmmm 
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to Emiko that ve could not do what Mariko said because it wo uld not 

accomplish anything and probably do more harm than good. 

Emiko weakened, and said, "I came in the hopes that I could t alk to 

Bette as I don't think that she really loves Gene and that s he is acting 

partly out of spite because of the ugly issues which were ra ised which 

did not agree with her principles and she is only making a mar tyr out of 

herself. She did do a lot of things just to irritate Mom. Bett e has acted 

impulsively before. Last year she thought that she was in love with a 

lawyer because he made a great play for her, and he got her some insurance 

money from a small auto accident up in Detroit when she went up to visit 

Alice. This lawyer was a sexy fellow and he was just out for one thing, 

he was curious about Oriental girls. That broke up. Bette a nd I have 

always told a lot of things to each other, and I'm sure tha t she isn't in 

love. She always fell for a person with a much broader person ality than 

Gene has. I think it is just a sexual attraction which has bee n forced 

because of all the fuss which drove them together." 

I said that it was a bit unfair to Bette to label her as immatur e 

when she was not here to defend herself, and that I was not a s convinced 

as Mariko and Emiko that Bette was that immature. I said th at Bette was 

bright enough to know her own mind, and that we should giv e her credit 

enough to realize that she must have considered a lot of the things which 

Mariko and the rest were worried about. I thought that a pe rson in love 

did not listen to reason so that Emiko could not see things from the same 

way in which Bette did. Emiko then said rather huffily , "Well, if Bette 

goes off and gets married, I'm stuck and I'm not going to be." I said 

that was really besides the point, and that Bette couldn't be expected to 

wait for Emiko to get married first just because she was an o lder sister 

as love didn't work that way. I said that if Bette were youn ger, I might 

have stepped in like the time when Bette got all excited abo ut Bob Kinoshita 

in 1944, but this was a different situation as Bette was at t he age where 
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she was legally and socially able to make up her own mind* It was true 

that the family might be hurt for various motives but som etimes those 

things did happen, and it was Bette who was getting married  and not them 

so that it was not fair to read into the situation, I aske d Emiko if it 

might not be true that her real motive in wanting to stop th e marriage 

was because she felt that she was being left out. Tftnlko sa id that she 

guessed it might be part of her reasons. Then I asked her what could be 

accomplished by trying to stop Bette by force. 

Emiko guessed nothing: "But I want to know about that doubt i n my 

mind so that she won't regret it later." Emiko then went on to say that 

she had an affair with a Nisei boy recently and that she was so ashamed 

of it. "Bette and I were both chasing him and I wanted to prove t o myself 

that he liked me better. I regretted it so much later as it  was foolish 

and I just didn't think. It was the first and last time. I guess I can't 

really stop Bette. Mariko is planning to go to the Dean of the School at 

Roosevelt and tell him how much trouble their interracial i deas are causing 

in practice, and that it created more friction than improv ed relationships." 

Yuriko felt that this was not being very mature and that it was the same 

line of argument many Southerners gave about the reason for k eeping races 

apart, I said that the most important thing to bear in mind w as that these 

things had to be decided on an individual basis, and that th e decision was 

up to Bette. If Bette came to NYC and wanted to talk to me abo ut it in 

order to arrive at her decision, that was up to her but I w ould not put 

pressure on her one way or the other. By this time Emiko was calmed down 

and she agreed with many of the points which we made. We conclu ded that 

Emiko had performed her mission even though the impulse to c ome out here 

might have been a bit hasty so she could report back to Marik o that every-

thing within reason had been done. Emiko said that she fel t a lot better 

by discussing all these things and she was beginning t o see things more 
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clearly« Actually, I said very little, just gave her the opportunity to 

empty her mind of confusion, which Mariko apparently had no t allowed her 

to do* 

Emiko went on to tell about her German American boyfriend, a nd how 

she made an innocent visit up to Minn, to visit him. He wants to marry 

her when he gets a bit settled, but Emiko said that she wante d to be sure. 

She particularly wants to be sure what his attitude will be if Bette marries 

Gene as she does not want to have trouble later. Emiko sai d that she was 

thinking of taking a job in Minn. However, she isn't sure if she loves 

Bob Weist or not. We discussed other aspects involved in intermarriage 

and Emiko's mind seemed to be set at rest. She said that T om desired to 

leave home because he was almost 20 and Jack and I had been on ou r own 

at his age. Tom doesn't know what he wants to do yet. Marg aret wants to 

be an interior decorator, Emiko mentioned that she has a strong attach-

ment to Mom and that may cause later difficulties. I sugges ted that Emiko 

start getting Mom interested in other things so that the s hock would not 

be so great when Margaret got married in the future. Emiko sai d that she 

still gets letters from Kobe College and I suggested that s he keep in 

good relationships with them as Margaret would be ready fo r college in 

another year and she might be able to apply for a scholarshi p from them. 

Emiko also told reasons why Mom had sent the $600 back to J ack. I 

explained that this was really not necessary as Jack had t urned that money 

over to me for family use and I had not drawn upon it but us ed my money, 

and that the reason why I made one account for Mom was so that she would 

feel independent. Emiko said that Mam didn't like to use that money be-

cause Jack got pleurisy from working so hard while in Chica go so he should 

have his money back. Mom is working in some sort of clock fa ctory, and 

the antics of Bette's liberal attitudes toward Negroes h as been very disturbing 
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to her as she has been conditioned with another type of thin king. Emiko 

also said that Alice had left Mark at one time and he vent to a psychia-

trist to find out what was wrong with him. I think it is be cause Alice 

treats him like another one of her children. They are made u p now. 

Attached Mariko ! s hysterical letter to me re: Bette which she sent along. 

(Mariko 1s letter which apparently had been started before the big blo woff, 

hastily written. It had been given to Emiko to deliver to me, and Emiko 

was supposed to fill in the rest of the story.) 

Copy. 

Dear Charley: 

I have been putting off writing this letter for several  weeks 

now, hoping that things could be worked out to a satisf actory conclusion, 

but recent events concerning Bette have come to a head, an d we are all 

turning to you in desperation. By all, we include Bette, Emi , Mom, myself, 

Miyako, Tom and George. We realize how immersed you must be in your studies 

and your happy married life and we hate to trouble you with fa mily matters, 

but things have reached such a state that only extreme urg ency makes us 

all turn to you for guidance. 

You have always shown such vital interest and good common s ense 

and judgement concerning all family matters that we hope yo u don't mind 

our imposition in asking you to try to find some time durin g your busy 

schedule to devote some serious thought to the following matter and let us 

know your views. 

We assume that you are acquainted with Bette f s problem (I wasn't) 

since she has informed us that she has written to you twice,  but has not 

heard from you as yet. When she started working at Roosev elt College, she 

began to date a young Negro student there, Gene Orro, and now h as fallen 

madly in love with him. Mom doesn't like the idea of her as sociating with 

him at all, since he happens to be a Negro, and has consta ntly voiced her 

dislike to Bette and the younger members of the family but to no avail. 
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To all appearances It looks like a deep infatuation to us, b ut Bette is 

convinced that he is the real thing that they want to get ma rried this 

summer. Gene is about 5'9" tall, has black eyebrows and mus tache, kinky 

faded orange hair and big black freckles all over his face * As far as 

looks go he has average mulatto features, nice eyes and smi le but his 

nose is as bad as ours. We have all, had a chance to meet him . We have 

all tried to like him but it has been pretty difficult ev en from the first 

and as we all get to know him better with successive meeti ngs, pretty nigh 

impossible—all because his unpleasant personality. Bet te tells me he is 

a brilliant person but he antagonizes everyone with his exc essive volu-

bility. 

Mom has shown her dislike and distaste for the whole affai r and 

has made life miserable for the whole family as well as makin g herself 

sick over the turn of events. She looks terrible and we are a ll seriously 

concerned over her, and are afraid that her mind may give aw ay if events 

follow its due course. She is worried sick that if Bette marries, 

economically and financially, and in innumerable other ways that a marriage 

like that has little likelihood of succeeding, and would be a disaster 

for such an emotionally immature person as Bette. She is su ffering from 

such mental anguish that it has deeply affected the younge r kids and 

especially Emi and ourselves, and although their sympath ies (Margaret and 

Tom) were at first with B, they are beginning to resent B. d eeply for all 

the unhappiness in the household. 

Emiko and Bette have both lost a great deal of weight on acco unt 

of their mental anxiety, sleepless nights (we are all suff ering from in-

somnia—George and I can't get to work on time nowadays bec ause we talk 

so far into the night, in endless circles; my boss has thre atened to fire 

me if I am tardy many more times), and Miyak's and Tom's schoo l record is 

being threatened because they can't study in such a trouble d atmosphere. 
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Rmj and Bette came over Sunday so we could have a heart to hea rt 

discussion and I learned many things I hadn't known previo usly. First, 

Bette denied that she had been keeping late hours but Mom ha s a chart of 

the late hours Bette has been keeping so that B was lying. The n she told 

me that she is going to England to live for good. Gene has b een offered 

a Rhodes scholarship there and the reason they are leaving is because he 

has convinced her that England will offer a better life for them than 

they can ever find here. He has never been there, incidently, but his 

father came back with glowing reports—he was the foreig n correspondent 

for the Chicago Defender there. Bette says as long as y ou stand up for 

her it gives her strength and she would think she was wrong otherwise. It 

is one thing to be born under such conditions (Negroes) of democracy, but 

another to go into it when one is so very young and immature and idealistic. 

Bette told me that she and Gene are planning to marry in June . 

We are all greatly disturbed about Bette's plans for a lot of reasons which 

you must also be aware of. In the first place we unanimo usly feel that 

Be is much too young, emotionally, and too impractical to m arry anyone now. 

1) Her youth—she is legally of age, but we all know that of a ll us girls 

she has led the most sheltered life and although she is well e ducated she 

really hasn't had much experience in living. 

2) Emotional immaturity—"Glamour" still has a strong hold on her. Remember 

how she wanted to became an airline hostess and now the idea of going to 

England appeals to her spirit of adventure and romance. She  gets a thrill 

in getting a glimpse into his world—his friends, their hom es, nightclubs, 

etc. She doesn't seem to realize that marriage must be based o n much more 

stable foundations than just the purely physical desire to  be together. 

She claims that they have a lot in common—but after all, he is still a 

student and will be for years—and they have to be practical a bout such a 

serious step as marriage. B. doesn't like to work, to cook, c an't sew, 
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seldom does her homework—she doesn't strike us as being p articularly pre-

pared for marriage. She is just a shadow of Gene, not like her old self. 

Until she met Gene, she used to scare all the fellows away by 

"chasing them" and being too "anxious". We have all criticiz ed her for 

indiscriminating necking—but to no avail. This isn't mean t to be a 

criticism—I'm only trying to point out some of the growi ng pains she is 

still going through. Another thing, she thinks that she wil l never love 

anyone else again and if they don't marry her life will be o ver—another 

sign of immaturity—as we all know that we fall in love over a nd 

over again—with different requirements of those with whom w e fall in love— 

according to which age we happen to be—life is like that—a p erson who 

would appeal to us at 21 years of age could leave us cold five years later. 

3) Her inexperience. We all feel that she should date many mo re men and 

get to know many more before even contemplating such a serio us step as 

marriage; that she shouldn't marry the first fellow she falls in love with 

on such short notice. She is at the age now when she should go out on 

dates and have a few years of fun before settling down to a l ifetime of 

marriage. 

She says that after marriage she will keep on working in England 

and will send money home regularly. At present she claims s he is helping 

the family because she is paying the rent—$34.50 per mont h. Actually, 

she isn't doing any helping at all—when you consider that i f she lived 

out, she couldn't possibly live on less than $12.00 per w eek, or $40 a 

month on rent alone. What she donates barely pays for the food she consumes 

now. End has just started to give Mom $10.00 per week, but it still isn't 

enough to keep the family going as Mom only makes $24 per week.  Living 

costs have gone up...Bette took the Roosevelt College jo b so she could 

get classes of practical value in exchange. But instead, sh e took Italian 

and music appreciation, of all things, so that she can enjoy her operas. 

� 
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Nov she refuses to change jobs for th< 

Emi—who gets none of the benefits of 

tribute even more. Mom is so worried 

i obvious reasons, which means that 

living at home—will have to con-

about funds..»etc., etc. 

Mariko. 
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25 January 1948« Sunday, 

We slept late this morning as we had not retired until quit e an 

advanced hour last night, Emiko has had time to think over h er initial 

reactions about Bette leaving home with Gene, and she is not  as troubled 

about it as she was previously* We only mentioned the subje ct in passing 

today and I told Emiko that there didn f t seem to be anything further that 

we could do since we did not know Bette's side of the story, and that I 

could not take any responsibility in tracing her now tha t she has made a 

decision* I said that it would only make matters more d ifficult if Bette 

did come and then she found out that an opinion had been made o nly from a 

one-sided version* Emiko thought that this was fair enough, and that she 

had done her part* At first she felt that she would "wash my h ands of the 

whole matter" but upon re-consideration she decided that she still had an 

interest in Bette* She said that she was very hurt that Bet te went off 

like that without letting her know, and I pointed out that s ome of Emiko 1 s 

reaction might have been because she felt "let down." Emi ko thought this 

might be true, but did not think it a vital point. However, she was willing 

to concede that her trip out here was a bit hasty and based u pon emotional 

response; she felt this might have been because Mariko and t he rest of the 

family had reacted in this way and she was a bit carried away without 

realizing what it meant* She said that she did not hold to Mari ko 1s inter-

pretation that she should come out here as an emissary to ge t Bette and 

take her home* All she wanted to do was to talk to Bette and f ind out if 

her mind was definitely made up* Personally, Emiko felt that Bette was 

making a great mistake and not realizing possible conseq uences. Both Yuriko 

and I said that this was not the present issue since Bette u ndoubtedly did 

act upon impulse, but family opposition had a lot to do wit h it. We did 

not think that Bette would admit that she was "wrong" even if she felt 

that way and go home hanging her head in shame, because  she had her dignity 
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to uphold too* Emiko shook her head and said she just couldn f t understand 

it* However, she feels much better after telling us about t he whole 

business as she felt that it helped to clarify her thinking about the matter; 

but she doe8 not know what she will tell Mariko when she return s* This 

bothers her quite a bit. I said just to tell her that: "Char lie did not 

feel that anything could be done at this point since it was mo re destructive 

to force oneself into the matter at this time, and perhaps it was not even 

necessary and that you are a stranger to NYC so you could not e xactly go 

out hunting for Bette, and I said for you to relax and enjoy yo urself since 

you are out here." Emiko laughed and replied, "It's all very well for you 

to sit here so calmly and tell me how to explain things to Mari ko, but I 

am the one who has to face her* I think I 111 go back to the hospital and 

keep out of sightI" I said this was not necessary, and may be she could 

do a lot of good in trying to help Mariko to look at the matter m ore rationally. 

Emiko said this would be hard since there seemed to be a racia l basis to 

the entire reaction and she could see this more clearly now . I suggested 

that perhaps she could talk to Tom and Margaret so that the y would not get 

distorted ideas about the whole business, and look upon it a s an individual 

case* Emiko agreed that this was very important because Tom and Margaret 

might be influenced by what Mom and Mariko and George said a nd make unfair 

general!zations* 

I thought that Bette might not even have come to NYC, and I did not 

think that it was wise to look for them*.Emiko said that Ge orge wanted 

to have the police sent after them on the basis that Gene is a bigamist 

if he did marry Bette already. I said that this really woul d not be any 

grounds for arresting a person since it was just speculatio n that they 

got married and that Bette did go off on her own free will* Further, that 

even if they got married, nothing could be done about it sin ce a bigamy 

charge would only hold good in Illinois, and that it really was not bigamy 
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anyway because Gene did get a divorce from his first wif e even though it 

is not final until next June. Emiko remarked, "Mariko i s going to be con-

vinced that you are siding with Bette against the family, but I can see 

things more clearly and we really don't have much grounds for interference 

because our interpretation that Bette is not ready for ma rriage yet doesn't 

necessarily make it true." 

One thing I have noticed about Emiko is that she is a bit more mature. 

After talking to her about many things, it comes out clearly t hat the race 

issue is not the important thing to her. It is a matter of feeling hurt 

about Bette getting married in this way, and Emiko does have some feelings 

about herself which she hasn't brought out too much yet, but I think she 

will eventually. She said that she has gone out with Negro fe llows too 

and there has been a lot of criticism about this at the hospi tal when she 

at Hines. The thing which has impressed her was reflected  by a comment 

that she made sometime during the day: "I think I'll just te ll Mariko that 

if Yuriko doesn't feel that her career will be threatened b y what Bette 

did, then Mariko shouldn't have feelings like that." 

Emiko was planning to go back tonight, but we told her to stay a few 

days and relax. She says she will stay until Weds. Yuriko we nt to re-

hearse this afternoon in preparation for the coming conce rt. She got a 

good write-up in the Times and Herald Tribune—at least her name was 

mentioned in connection with her solo so that she is ge tting some recog-

nition. She said something about plans being tentativ e for the company 

to be sent to Germany by the State Department at the end of March, but 

this is still uncertain. Yuriko wants Emiko to enjoy hers elf while in 

town so she instructed me on a tour to take her today. 

Emiko wanted to see Times Square first so we went up there . I walked 

her right down the middle of Broadway so that she could see bo th sides of 

Times Square at once and this amused her greatly. Then we wan dered around 
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the theatrical district and listened to a demonstrator tryi ng to sell some 

hair oil for a while. When we left there, Emiko slipped and fell and I 

was quite concerned because I thought her fur coat would get  dirtyi Then 

we went over to the East Side for a while. Emiko decided tha t she did not 

like the big city so much even though it was interesting. She said that 

she hopes to live in a small town eventually. Her boyfriend  is Bob Wesch 

and he lives in Minnesota so Emiko thought she might like to go up that 

way. 
/ 

We met Yuriko at the studio in early evening and then went ove r to 

visit Clara for a while. Afterwards we went down to Chinato wn and had a 

big meal, then went food shopping, and home by nine-thirt y. 



26 J anuary 1948. Monday, 

I had a very busy day at school and field work, and I feel ex hausted. 

I have to turn in a couple of papers and do a lot of reading a nd there is 

a lot of pressure. On top of that my cases at field work are pi ling up 

and I don't know when I will be able to get around to the recordi ng. I 

shall be glad when this week is over so I can relax a bit mo re. 

Yuriko was not feeling well this morning so that she did not go to 

the studio. Her cold is getting worse. She did not stay in bed , but got 

up to cook for Emiko. Emiko literally is taking us at our wor d as she 

sleeps a great deal and has been reading late at night. Sh e also wrote 

letters today, but said that she had not written to Mariko y et because she 

did not know what to say. I said just to say that there wasn't anything 

we could do at this time and that we hoped that Bette was getti ng along 

all right. Emiko said that she was restless because there was  nothing 

she could do. She thought that she should be getting back  to Chicago. 

She has just taken her state board exams for nursing. She s ays that she 

is sure she passed, but that there was some anxiety in know ing exactly 

how well she did. She went on to describe some of her handli ng of patients. 

She said that one thing she has missed out on is keeping up wit h current 

affairs because of her concentration on nursing for the p ast three years 

and she wanted to know what she could read in order to keep up . She said 

that one of the reasons why the doctors at Mt. Sinai want to ta ke her out 

is because she is able to talk a bit about other things. On e of them even 

proposed to her, but he had a wife already so she stopped se eing him when 

she found that out. She said that she didn't want to be a home breaker. 

She said that when she gets married, she is going to think th ings out and 

be sure and not act hastily like Bette. 

I encouraged Emiko to talk a bit about herself, but she kept it on 
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Impersonal things* She seems to have some insecurity about s omething, 

which might be a carryover from past experiences, but she ha sn't gotten 

to the point where she will talk about it* She did mention t hat it was 

a good thing for her to be able to discuss her present outlo ok on life 

as she can't do that with Mariko. Mariko always interrupts  and finishes 

what she thinks Emiko is trying to say so that Emiko doesn't try anymore* 

I suggested that this might be because Mariko is basically a n unhappy 

person and doesn't know what she wants out of life* Her rou tine living 

does not measure up to her intellectual longings so that sh e is very 

blocked in her own life* That is why she tries to control other peoples 

lives. I pointed out that this may have something to do wit h her reaction 

about Bette going against her wishes* 

Emiko said that the main thing she is concerned about now i s how Mom 

will take things. I thought that time would tell but that M ean would 

likely get over it as she is adjustable too. Emiko though t that Mom would 

disown Bette if she did marry Gene because of her feeling abo ut the racial 

issue* I thought that this was Bette's problem and she co uld not be guided 

by what Mom thought because Mom was too set in her attitu des* Yuriko 

pointed out how her mother had reacted in a similar way. I sugg ested that 

maybe Mom's reaction was like any mother's who hates to l ose her children, 

and that none of us married had ever thought of getting he r consent so 

this present issue was big because of that* 



3336 

27 J anuary 1948. Tuesday. 

I had four hours of classes this morning, then vent back fo r an 

additional two hour evening session so that I am exhaust ed. I got my 

papers done so that is one load off of my mind. The class is interesting 

and I seem to be getting something out of it. I was so sleepy today 

though that I did not pay too much attention. The only tim e I got active 

was when we discussed more about cultural conditionin g. I seem to have 

done a bit more reading than the others in this area so I am asked to 

present my interpretations a lot. Mrs. Brown has become par ticularly 

interested as she does a lot of work with people from the We st Indies. 

There has been some new ideas presented, and Miss Esau  is about the most 

conservative in accepting them. She is a little religio us social worker 

from the Mennonite group in Penn. and she has been working with their 

refugee problems in Europe for the past two years. 

I talked to Miss Esau after class and  from what she says the Mennonite 

sect is ultra conservative. This group originated in Ho lland but fled 

in the 16th century during the Spanish Inquisition. They w ent to Poland 

but were chased out in the 17th C. so went to Russia. There  the Mennonites 

maintained their identity and have not given up their Ge rmanic culture. 

The communist started to persecute them after the revol ution so many fled 

to Canada. The Mennonites who have been in this count ry since Wm Penn days 

became interested in them,and they have done a lot of work in resettlement 

of that group recently. Many are being sent to Paraguay but t he group 

hopes that a lot of them will be able to ccane to the U. S. w hen the quota 

regulations are relaxed a bit. Miss Esau thinks that the E uropean Mennonites 

have changed too much away from the original doctrines o f peace so that 

missionary work will have to be done to win them back to the o ld ways. 

When I suggested that maybe they have progressed while t he U. S. group was 
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static, she was quite surprised. She sees it from a religi ous viewpoint 

and not social so that she is not as accepting of the reality of cultural 

change. 

Yuriko still is not feeling well so she remained at home agai n. Emiko 

has been giving her the benefit of her nursing experience, but she said 

that Yuriko did not mind like a good patient. Maybe I should get her a 

nursing cap so that she can be more official about it. Yuri ko wants to 

go rehearse because the company cannot do certain numbers wi thout her, 

but I said that it would be better if she got well first or else she might 

get real ill and be out of the concert entirely. It starts on Fe b. 16th. 

Emiko has found my tanforan notes and she remained up unt il late hours 

reading about the family in 1942. It must have started her off thinking 

about herself as she got talkative and told us what has be en bothering her. 

Emiko said that she is constipated from a "nervous stomach" and she 

wondered if it were from other reasons than organic. I said v ery often 

it was, and that a person 1s nervous disposition might have a lot to do 

with it. Then Emiko said that she guessed she wasn't too su re of herself 

and it had been a long time trait but she had never admitted it even to 

herself. She said that it was mostly about her weight, and that might 

be due to nervous tendencies too. She bites her nails yet, I said that 

often these were some indications of neurotic traits bu t it was only a 

part of a complex of many factors. I asked her if she was awar e of her 

nervous disposition. Emiko said she never considered herse lf good looking 

and that Bette used to get all of the attention. I wondered i f this might 

not be the basis of some jealousy of Bette, and how did this en ter into 

the present reactions about Bette? Emiko said she had been thinking of 

this, and it was probably true that it was a threat to her in some way 

but she didn't know exactly how it was. She at first thought th at she 

had been left with the family responsibility, but that wasn 't the only thing. 



It made her wonder about when she was going to get married. Tha t was the 

thing which increased the resentment because she at fir st blamed Bette. 

Now she knows that it is not true at all. It is because she re ally feels 

insecure. She doesn't have the confidence in herself tha t she should have. 

I said that it was hard for anyone to admit anything like t his, and it was 

a healthy sign on her part to recognize its existence. The thing to do 

now was to examine all of these things when she got back to Chic ago, and 

eliminate those factors which had no basis. Emiko said t hat one of the 

things which hurt her self confidence was when she took t he psychometric 

tests for Cook County hospital and failed. At that time she was told she 

did not have the attributes to become a good nurse. That is why she drove 

herself for three years and made such a good record just to prove to her-

self that she could do it. I asked her if her nursing has improved as a 

result of this and she said yes. Then I thought that it reall y was not 

that harmful, and that maybe she could recognize that p sychometric tests 

are not conclusive and that many people doubt the validity of such testing. 

Emiko said I told her this before, but it is only recently tha t she can 

see it for herself. I thought that maybe some anxiety was re activated 

because this is a turning point in her life. Bette left hom e, and Emiko 

finished her nursing training. Now she has to look at the fu ture. There 

is some question about what job she will take. Emiko said this might be 

the thing which bothers her. She has confidence in her abilit y as a nurse. 

She was made a supervisor at Mt. Sinai and she thought it woul d be permanent, 

but she was taken off and this was quite a disappointment . She wondered 

if it was going to happen again as it was hard to take. I said that things 

always happen to people, but she should not allow it to th row her. 

After talking some more in this vein, Emiko decided that she  had things 

straight in her mind now. Actually, all I am doing is to let h er talk 

about her confused thinking on some points and she seems to b e arriving at 
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conclusion because of this process. I haven't said for her to do anything, 

but she seems to come to the best solutions after airing her pr oblems. It 

probably was set off by the Bette conflict at home, and Emik o now seems 

to recognize that a lot of her own feelings went into her rea ctions. She 

still is worried about what she is going to say to Mariko beca use she was 

sent out here for another mission. I told Emiko that she would clear up 

her thinking about it by the time she got home and not to wo rry, that there 

has been too much emotionalism about the entire issue alr eady. I recognized 

that it was hard on the family, but Emiko could help them to think about it 

more rationally once they got calmer. Emiko said this w ould be a big job. 

Emiko laughingly commented that maybe part of her reactio ns was due to the 

fact that she secretly wondered about her own marriage, b ut now she did 

not worry about that. She has several boyfriends proposing t o her now so 

I don't know how much reassurance she wantsiI 
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28 J anuary 1948. Wednesday. 

Still rushing between classes and field work, and things are really 

piling up at the office. Several emergency situations dev eloped in my 

cases so I had to be at the agency and this kept me busy all aft ernoon. 

Tomorrow, I definitely will not go to the agency. 

Yuriko was much better and she went to the studio briefly. She is 

going back into the full swing of things tomorrow. She sai d that she has 

been having long talks with Emiko, and Emiko said that she now has her 

situation separated from Bette 1s problem and that she is in full agreement 

with us that nothing can be done from this end. She still has  to think 

out about how she is going to explain this plan of action t o Mariko. The 

reason is that Mariko promised to pay her transportation out here and she 

will expect something to be done in return. Emiko thought tha t Mariko 

would condemn her for "running around the city and enjoying m yself when 

there is such a serious problem." I said we had discusse d the matter a 

few times and there was no point in doing anymore of it sinc e Emiko realized 

now that this was essentially a situation for Bette to work out herself 

and that there would be no use in trying to force her to c hange her mind 

in anyway as long as Bette feels she has done what is best f or her future. 

Emiko has decided to remain until Saturday. She says she i s finding 

out a lot about herself from my Gila diary and she reads it un til late 

hours. I thought it might be helpful to her as she can view many things 

she has had doubts about in the past. She said that Tets, he r former boy-

friend, is now engaged to marry Patsy (from Tanforan.) She me ntioned that 

it was true that Bette could not reason logically when filled with such 

emotions because she went through the same thing when she fi rst went to 

Chicago and resented it very much because she was convinced t hat she was 

being held down. She said that she did have a lot of indecis ion before 
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finally making up her mind to go into nursing school, but s he certainly 

was glad she made the choice» It gives her some sort of sati sfaction to 

think that Bette considered herself the career girl and now things are 

working out in the opposite direction, and it helps Emiko 1s ego to think 

that she has made good. Yuriko has been talking a great dea l with Emiko 

about various things and I think this is helpful to her. Em iko seems to 

be getting some satisfaction out of doing all that talki ng to us. 

We have been eating terrific meals. Yuriko announced tha t she gained 

several pounds during her illness, and she gets such a kick out of devoting 

her entire attention to being the hostess while Emiko is her e. I think 

Yuriko enjoyed her illness as it gave her a chance to rest up a bit. She 

says:  "All we do is eat and then wash dishes; this is the life, I m ust 

say."  Later she made fudge. She has been cooking enticing meals a nd we 

eat like horses. Emiko is afraid she is gaining too much we ight. She 

said she has gone up eight pounds with all this rest she has be en getting. 

She has written to Mariko to tell her that Bette is not her e, but hasn't 

said much else. She still is worried about what she will s ay to Mariko; 

maybe this is one of the reasons why she decided to remain u ntil Saturday 

although she keeps on saying she mustget back to the hospit al. 

In talking briefly with Emiko this evening, she was able t o bring 

out a bit more of how she used to feel so jealous of Bette and th at there 

was a lot of competition between them for the same boyfri end. Now Emiko 

feels that she has the better adjustments because the boy s seemed to turn 

to her in the end, and they considered her more practical whi le Bette was 

romantic and lived in a "dream world." She wondered how Bet te would adjust 

if she had to starve along with Gene, but I lightly remark ed that people 

do adjust themselves. Emiko seems to have clarified a g reat deal of her 

feelings. She says she is not able to tell it to Mom or Mariko , and Bette 

has been too busy with Gene in recent months so that she has been holding 



it in herself in recent months* 

One of the things which has bothered her was sexual ethics* S he told 

about an experience of one of her nurse friends, and she w ondered how much 

harm the girl was doing to herself* I said there was no one g eneralization 

to govern sexual behavior but that a girl should remembe r that fellows held 

very conservative standards when they got ready to marry, but  not all. It 

would depend on the situation. Emiko says she has told Bob all about her-

self and they seem to be in very good relationship to one ano ther in under-

standing things. She said that she went up to Minn, for a wee k recently 

during a vacation and stayed at the same hotel with him but  that nothing 

"wrong" had happened since they understand each other. Emiko is not sure 

about whether she wants to get married to Bob Wesch, and he is not sure 

because he is still getting established but there seems t o be some sort 

of agreement between them. I don't think Emiko is as sure a s she lets 

on—no girl likes to admit that. Emiko says that she is going to consider 

marriage from an all around angle, and that Bette's expe rience makes her 

doubly sure that maturity and an objective approach is nee ded. Yuriko 

said when she fell in love that emotions would take contro l, and that is 

right. I hope that Emiko is not going to get cautious. S he does not 

view Mariko's and Alice's marriage as the best adjustm ents and there is 

question in her mind about Bette's move. On the other hand, she knows 

that Jack is happily married and that Yuriko and I have a very going concern 

so that balances things off. Emiko said that she was going back and it 

would be "End for Emi from now on" but I don't think she is goi ng to be-

come an escapist* 
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29 J anuary 1948. Thursday. 

In my dull class this morning, I daydreamed again, and t hought about 

job prospects for myself—a form of anxiety regarding my fo rthcoming venture into 

the world of employment and realityl The way I think of t he prospects is 

still not too vague; the only thing I am fairly certain of is that I don't 

think I want to do case work in a regular agency. I would lik e to do it in 

an agency which has a slant towards the cultural problems of minority groups, 

but there are not many social agencies which operate in thi s manner. The 

point is that I would like to use the social work approach now  that I am 

trained in it. I am getting some experience working with im migration problems 

and I think I might like that, but not particularly at Inter national Institute 

because of the YW influence there. 

The best bet would seem to be in same public agency, but th ey also have 

limitations. They do have a better level of salaries to offer and that is 

one of the appealing aspects. I have same ideas floating ar ound in my head 

about what I would like to do, but I haven't mapped out a pl an of going about 

looking for a job yet. This I will start doing in another week or so. Not 

many agencies tie the cultural approach in with the casewo rk so there are 

some limitations there. Agencies like Common Council on ly do experimental 

casework with immigration problems and I haven't heard of any openings coming 

up there. In fact, the job situation for social work is unu sually quiet 

at this time of the year. 

The way I thought out my situation this morning was that I would first 

like to do cultural work tied in with social work, and that w ould include 

social research. Then the V.A. and psychiatric work is my sec ondary choice. 

Thirdly, I would like to get in with same Federal or state agencies. I 

haven't thought about how I would go about job hunting ye t. I suppose I 

might write to Dorothy and find out if she has any sugg estions. She might 
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find out something through Donald Young. Then I could wri te to Adamic 

and find out if he has any suggestions* After that, I might contact 

Dr. Merton and find out if he has any openings at the Bureau of Applied 

Social Research. Clara might have some leads, and I shoul d register with 

the school placement bureau and the USES. There are not a ny announcements 

on Federal or state jobs right now. That's about as far as my musings went 

thi s morning in class. 

I did make a couple of qualifications: I want to remain in N YC and I 

would like to start out with enough of a salary so that I ca n combat the 

high cost of living, and yet be in a position where Yurik o will not have to 

work so hard. At least I am getting down to concrete levels of thinking 

about job future as the time is about ripe now! 

I didn't go to the agency as I promised to show Emiko the town as she 

hasn't been out much. Yuriko took her down to Orchard Stree t this morning 

and they went around bargaining far materials and Emiko s eemed to have 

enjoyed the experience. They got some good bargains and th ey had quite a 

time fooling one of the Jewish store keepers about their mis sion of looking 

for an escaped Schizoid patient down there. After Yuriko lef t for the studio, 

I took Emiko on a tour of the village, Washington Square , up Fifth Avenue on 

the bus so she could see Empire State Bldg., and over to Radi o City. It 

was very cold. We went to a late afternoon show at Radio City M usic Hall so 

she could see the Rockettes, and Emiko was quite impres sed with the setting* 

The movie stunk! 

Afterwards we picked Yuriko up at Ethel's and went to an au tomat to eat 

so that Emiko could have this experience. I walked her aro und so much that 

she was too tired to eat as much as usual, and besides she is w orried about 

the 8 pounds she has gained in a week. She said that it was hard  walking 

around in Yuriko's tiny shoes too. Emiko is so used to stay ing in the hospital 
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that she can't take the colder weather like we do. After eat ing, Yuriko went 

back to the studio to rehearse some more and we came home. 

There was a rather excited postcard (sent airmail) from Mar iko to Emiko 

which reflected Older Sister's present state of mind. It was dated Tuesday 

and it said: 

"None of us have heard a word yet—we are still waiting. Ha d hoped 

to get word from you by today but there was nothing in the morning 

mail. We are all ok. Mom is keeping her chin up but she doesn 't 

look too well—I think she broods a lot. Have you tried call ing 

the YMCA OR YWGA? Mrs. Orro thought they might go there... .Miyako 

and Tom are very bitter against Bette and now hate Gene to the 

extent that they Feel resentful to the Whole race...Now th at she 

has gotten over her first wave of bitterness, Mom is extrem ely worried 

about Betty's welfare, as are we all. That's all we can thin k about. 

I haven't written Jack or Alice as it is no use in worrying t hem 

til we get some word from Bette. If you do, will you write the m 

and give them the latest dope? Or perhaps Charlie can sque eze in 

some time in his busy schedule to write them all what has happe ned. 

Mrs. Orro just phoned me here at the office; she is greatly wo rried 

because she is afraid his clothes aren't warm enuf and he w ill catch 

cold. Wish our worries were that small. Dropped Yoshi and Sa ye 

a line and told them to contact you through Yuriko. Hope that was 

all right. Please apologize to Yuriko for my abrupt way of sp eaking 

to her the other morning, but I was upset..."(signed Mariko) 

This card reactivated Emiko 1s anxiety about what she was going to tell 

Mariko. I said that there was nothing to worry about as she d id what she could. 

Emiko guessed she would be able to handle the situation even though it would 

be difficult as Mariko might blame her for not doing more in trying to locate 

Bette. Emiko said: "Gee, I'll have to send Mariko some kind o f a report. I 
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guess I 111 tell her I tramped the streets every day in NYC and loo ked at 

all the faces, but no Bette. I'll say I wore size four shoes o f Yuriko 1s 

too. But, gee whiz, when I get back Mariko will sure hou nd me, and I know 

she will blame me for not doing something. You know what she s aid before I 

came here? She said that you were not interested in the fa mily problems 

anymore since you got married and you don't care what h appens. Why does she 

make everything so difficult?" 

This led to further discussion about Mariko 1 s  role in the family 

situation. I said that Mariko really was not conscious of th e things she 

did, and her passion in trying to control the family had i ts roots way back 

in the family history and that it was related to her many dissa tisfactions 

about herself, even though not recognized. Emiko guessed this was so, and 

she added that Mariko meant well but she just didn't know h ow much she 

antagonized members of the family because "she always th rows things up in 

their faces and she isn't tactful in what she says even thou gh it may be 

meant in a very intelligent way." That about summed it up. I t seems to me 

that Emiko is more afraid of facing Mariko than what has happened to Bette. 

She seems to be fairly well settled about what can and what ca n not be done 

re: Bette and it doesn't disturb her so much. There is some r esentment 

left, but Emiko seems to be able to handle it. She does hav e a concept of 

family loyalty and Bette's action is still interpreted as being selfish. 

I can sympathize with Emiko's worry about facing Mariko, and we 

certainly are glad that we are far enough away where it is ou t of reach for 

her to try and control our lives; I had enough of that before , when in Chicago. 

Mariko 1s comment in her postcard about contacting Saye and Yoshi i s so 

typical of how she tries to guide one's every action even tho ugh there is a 

distance from her. It is all meant in a good spirit, but it ca n be very 

irritating. I'm surprised that she mentioned about Tom and Margaret being very 



resentful of "the whole race." She didn't say anything abo ut telling them 

how wrong it is to make generalizations like that, if they  made such a state-

ment. It could be a reflections of what Mariko thinks as tho se things seem 

to run deep. 

I explained to Emiko my views about intermarriage, and she a greed that 

it was an individual matter—but this was where she and Marik o had a different 

picture of her mission out here. I thought that if Mariko h ad thoughts that 

such a thing would reflect upon her social status, it was so mething she should 

give serious thought to and maybe she should re-evaluate h er attitudes a bit; 

but it is more likely that the issue is deep rooted and un conscious in her 

mind. I am sure that Mariko will continue to put it upon a c ompletely different 

level and I don't know what to tell Emiko to say about this— just leave it 

along and don't argue with Mariko is about all she can do. I c an't blame 

Mariko if she has a dogmatic conviction that intermarriage between Nisei and 

Negro is socially dangerous but she has been conditioned in subtle ways and 

George's attitudes have a lot to do with it too. It is part of t he puritan-

ical racial mores she has picked up, and one doesn't get ove r these things 

easily. If Mariko wants to speculate on the grave dangers of intermarriage, 

that is her right but she shouldn't try to do Bette's thin king for her. Maybe 

Bette's thoughts are conventialized in that direction, a nd she did it for love 

so that her mind does run in such a groove. The vicious thi ng about these 

taboos is that they are based upon the doctrine of white sup eriority and so 

many members of minority groups subscribe to them. The  color line is a strong 

American institution which is not limited to the South. 

While recognizing social difficulties which might develop , the only thing 

I could tell Emiko was that this was primarily Bette's problem and that it 

could be worked out if the marriage is based on firm grounds . Emiko said it 

would be much easier if Mariko was honest about her feelings re garding Negroes 
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as it could be discussed on the same level, but the way It is n ow there is 

no meeting ground: "At least with Mom, she comes out with it and I know 

exactly where she stands," Emiko said when she gets married , she is going 

to be sure that her husband has the same attitude as her so nthere won't be 

misunderstandings when Bette comes to visit," 
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30 January 1948. Friday. 

I had six hours of classes, and that finishes me up for the W inter 

Institute course  i  I got home about 7:30 but Yuriko had already left for 

the evening rehearsal so Emiko cooked for me. Emiko is pac king her things 

now in preparation for leaving tomorrow. She only mentio ned about Bette 

in passing so that she seems to have straightened all of her thoughts out 

now. I hope that Mariko will not confuse her mind again. Emi ko mentioned 

that part of her confusion was due to the fact that she got i t from all 

sides, and what Mrs. Orro said about intermarriages being difficult made 

her think momentarily that Bette was making a grave mistake . Now she sees 

it more on an individual basis, and she says she will go back to Chicago 

and develop new interests. I hope so. Emiko ate one half poun d of nuts 

while she was thinking these things out today1 Most of the ev ening she has 

been busy finishing up the skirt which Yuriko made for her to day with the 

material which was bought the other day. Emiko came h ere with only a small 

suitcase but she will be going home with a new skirt, new sw eater, new slacks 

and assorted items. Yuriko gave her a bottle of perfume. 

I was a bit irritated today. After four months, the school f inally got 

my thesis back from Mrs. Chaney and she had typed exactly eight pages so I 

have to get another typist to do it. It made me sore as hell. M rs. Chaney 

wrote a letter of explanation saying that she had it all typ ed and it was in 

a borrowed portable typewriter. She went into a store to buy a dress and it 

was stolen. That explains why she has been so evasive about th e matter. My 

anger became philosophical after a few minutes, and I felt so rry for Mrs. Chaney 

as she has to pay for the typewriter which was stolen from h er and she won't 

get paid for doing my thesis as I didn't get it and I can h ardly be expected 

to pay for typing twice and get only the one job done. 

Yuriko hasn't come home yet and it is after 11:00. She will be cold and 
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today, and our fishes might get cold as the heat is almost  gone from the 

apartment now; down to 60 degrees, I am interested in the w elfare of the 

fish as they cost so much and it becomes an expensive propo sition if they 

freeze and we have to replace them J Yuriko says the fishes are a part of 

our family so we have to give them consideration. She asked me last night 

what I would think if she got a baby but didn't elaborate so  I don't know 

what is in her mind, I said that economically we are not re ady for it yet; 

but if it happens, it happens. I don't think we will have a fa mily for quite 

some time and it doesn't bother me one way or the other. Th e only thing is 

that I don't want Yuriko to have any complications and th e doctor did tell 

her last year that it might be difficult for her to carry a chi ld as she is 

so small. 

Ghandi got assassinated today so there will be civil war i n India most 

likely. I hope that violence like this is not a trend. I was re ading in the 

papers tonight about how U, S. cities could be destroye d if we had a war soon. 

The forces for Universal Military Training are very stro ng, and I'm not much 

in sympathy with the idea as there seems to be more peacefu l ways to preserve 

world peace. I'd rather enjoy the fruits of civilization ins tead of going 

on generation after generation to fight for it as it seems t o be such an end-

less and silly cycle, and it is about time our mentality grew with our civil-

ization. 
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31 J anuary 1948. Saturday. 

One month of this year practically gone already; time goes b y so 

rapidly and I always feel a twinge of guilt that I haven' t been doing more. 

At the same time, there don't seem to be enough hours in the da y. At least 

time does not drag, and Yuriko and I are getting full  enj  oyment of each pass-

ing twenty-four hours. Yuriko mentioned just recently that when one feels 

good all around and there is plenty of physical and mental a ctivity, time 

flies by. But if one is bored, the hours just drag. So that ti me is after 

all relative. Thomas Mann made a point something like this in  Jiis  book 

"Magic Mountain". 

I'm sure Emiko looked at the past week in a little differe nt way. For 

her, it was waiting around in the hopes that Bette might s how up, and she 

reassured time in terms of going back to Chicago with her mi ssion either 

completed or failed. She read until about 5:30 last nig ht about herself in 

my Gila and Chicago diary, and I felt that it was just as well she did. She 

was able to see herself very objectively, and she mentioned t hat she certainly 

had changed in the past few years since the evacuation. Now she thinks that 

she is quite mature and she said that she had a lot more s elf confidence about 

herself when she measured herself in terms of a long time period: "For ex-

ample, remember how I used to feel when you pushed me about s chool in Chicago 

and I felt tied down? Well, now I feel that it was the best thi ng for me as 

it made me think about my future and I had to make a decision. Some of the 

girls I knew from there are still in the same old rut and alw ays looking to 

tomorrow for the grand life. I feel that I have it now, and t hat I am started 

on a career which will bring me a lot of satisfaction. I th ink about getting 

married eventually too, but I don't worry about it as I will live each day 

as it comes and not regret one minute of it. So many of the girls I knew when 

I first went to Chicago thought they were having a grand time c hasing around 
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night clubs and things like that, and they are still doing i t but it doesn't 

seem to give them much satisfaction because they feel an em ptiness in other 

parts of their lives. It was a hard lesson for me to learn and I was more 

fortunate then many of my girlfriends as they did not have somebody to en-

courage them," 

While Emiko was packing her last few belongings in preparat ion to leaving 

for Chicago, we summarized some of the things she might say to Mariko in the 

event that there was difficulty in explaining why there had b een no activity 

in looking for Bette, Emiko said that she knew now that it had been a hasty 

bit of action for her to rush out here, but at least she did ge t her thoughts 

straightened out. She said that it was easier for her to re flect about the 

entire situation calmly, and that it would be part of her job to help Mariko 

look at it objectively too. I said that Bette had made a d ecision, and it 

did not matter whether it was wise or not, because she was th e one who would 

have to make the adjustments. I pointed out how Emiko ha d also made adjust-

ments which others did not think possible, and that indivi duals did have a 

capacity for doing this. I did not think that Bette was so much out of touch 

with the realistic situation that she did not consider t he important step she 

was taking. I suggested that Emiko try to get Mariko to loo k at this as an 

individual matter, and not to bring any factors of race i nto it because she 

did.  not know Bette 1s real feelings about it and she (Mariko) could not read 

her own emotional reactions into it. Emiko commented that s he thought George's 

attitude had a lot to do with it as his remark when he heard o f Bette leaving 

was: "Well, they don't ever need to come around here because they know how 

we feel about this thing." I said it was not Emiko's job to t ry and force 

them to change their attitudes, but just to bring out thin gs on a level where 

they could see it more calmly. I felt that Margaret and To m needed more 

positive advice as they might be influenced by the subtle wa ys in which the 

factor of race was brought into the issue. Emiko agreed t hat this was so. 
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As far as Mom is concerned, the only thing to do was to comfort her as her 

attitudes are even more rigid and emotional than George' s, 

Emiko was just on the point of leaving for the station when Yoshie Hibino 

dropped in to see her. Yoshie persuaded her to stay at her place over night 

and leave tomorrow morning, and they just left, Yoshie wa s here about three 

hours telling me of her experiences since Chicago, She sai d that I had a way 

of"making" her tell things she never planned to tell anyone , so I said that 

we would drop the conversation about her indecision to get m arried, Yoshie 

immediately said she wanted to tell about it and that she would like to talk 

to me alone about it sometime1 

Yoshie is a bit thinner than she used to be, and a bit more pois ed. Her 

present job may have a lot to do with it as she is a nursery teac her in a 

child center up in the Bronx. She has been in NYC since last  October. She 

is just as confused as ever about her personal adjustments t hough. The pros-

pects look a bit brighter now to her, but she is not sure o f what her next 

step should be. She mentioned that this was an advance fro m Chicago as at 

that time she was really in a rut doing domestic work and the re were plenty 

of frustrations. She didn't have a regular boy friend then e ither. 

After talking for a couple of hours, Yoshie said the reason w hy she had 

not contacted me before was that she had the impression that w e were a bit 

snobbish, but now she felt that it was all due to her own sens itivity. (Yuriko 

said later that this was one of the difficulties with the Ni sei since they 

are so sensitive if friends do not make a fuss over them, and they take every-

thing personally; that this was one of the main barriers to in tegration since 

they used their sensitivity to cling to their own group an d resented as well 

as envied those who had made a break away from the Nisei s ociety.) Yoshie 

told me about a few of the Nisei I had interviewed while in C hicago, and their 

subsequent adjustments. 
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Albert Ikeda is still in television school and he and Toshie are quite 

settled now. Fukiko is engaged to a Jewish boy and apparent ly breaking 

away from all Nisei contacts because she has always felt t hat the pull of 

"American culture" was stronger and that the Nisei don't un derstand her. 

Kim (Texas Mary) is now married to her third husband and she has three 

children, and she lives in Chicago now. Her husband is a cle rk for a chain 

grocery store, and Yoshie gets along with her sister much b etter now: her 

parents are out in Chicago now and reconciled to Kim. Eil een is still a 

lonesome girl; very mixed up and not married yet. Yoshie  said that she told 

her all about her romance with me and that Eileen still feels a bit hurt 

that she was misunderstood. Since I had to be a gentleman, I could not in-

form Yoshie that the version she heard from Eileen was not e ntirely correctI 

It was when she started talking about her own experiences that Yoshie 

verbalized freely and at length. She has been floating ba ck and forth from 

Chicago seeking her future, but she did not find anything  to her satisfaction 

until she got into nursery school work out here. For the pa st two years she 

has been engaged to a Nisei boy from Ogden, but she came out wi th her doubts 

about whether she should marry him or not. She said that t hey were temper-

mentally different as she likes parties and people while he w as only inter-

ested in his work (television research). There also is a di fference of 

opinion as to where they shall live in the future. Yoshie wou ld like to 

remain in NYC while he wants to go to a small community. The engagement has 

been off and on; they were supposed to be married this month bu t Yoshie has 

put it off until April. At that time she will definitely hav e to make up 

her mind and that is what she would like to talk to me about . I said that I 

could not make up her mind for her, but that she would have to t hink about 

all of the factors which goes into making a good marriage and then determine • 

if she wants it. From what she says, Yoshie likes the glamor of NYC and her 

"career" and she isn't sure that she wants to give it up.  It might be that 



3355 

her fiance is a bit tired of the whole thing, but Yoshie d idn't tell it in 

that way* Yoshie has some confusion about possible sexu al adjustments and 

that is what she would like to talk to me about after Emiko l eaves* I said 

that if she had any blocking because of her sister's past and other things 

in the background, the best thing to do was to talk to a psy chiatrist. Yoshie 

said she preferred to discuss it with me since I knew all ab out her anyway. 

I didn't say that I wasn't particularly interested as tha t might have hurt 

her feelings as she is so sensitive. I gathered from her tha t most of her 

contacts were with Nisei out here, but that she did have oth er friends made 

through her job. Yoshie is about 26 or older now and she can 't be running 

away from life all the time. I don't know if she is able to  face things as 

they are now, but she did talk in a more mature manner than wh en I knew her 

before. Yoshie is an intelligent girl, but being "fat" has been a terrific 

source of insecurity for her. It might be that her fatn ess had psychsomatic 

connotations, but I wouldn't know about that. I don't know wh y she picks on 

me to tell her troubles. She said that she had not mentione d her indecision 

about marriage to her present Nisei roommates and that she was going to 

burst if she did not talk about it now. Emiko made the part ing comment: 

"Well, at least you can get it out of your system and then l ine up all the 

pro and cons, and look at them objectively, and then come to a decision for 

yourself. You will be surprised to find out how well that s ystem works when 

you have a lot of worries." 

Yuriko rehearsed until late so that she was very tired whe n she came 

home. We had eaten a large steak lunch with Emiko, but we had  to eat again 

in late evening as Yuriko could not stand the hunger pangs. T omorrow, we are 

going up to Long Island to visit Mrs. M. 


