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1 November 1947. Saturday 

of the DP 18 were characterized as having "concentration camp neuro ses," It 

was concluded that it was smug to think in tome of the Americ an way of life as 

superior to all other ways, and that we had to recognize th at the DP's had a 

cultural contribution to make so there was no need to "force " them to become 

Americans too quickly as this might have destructive val ues* 

I didn't do too much today; just went to class, VJhon I caia e home I was very 

tired so I took a three hour nap, and I didn't wake up until Yu riko came home to 

cook« Since she had no evening rehearsal, we decided to esc ape reality by going 

to see a movie, "Black Gold" which starred an Indian and Ch inese character* 

Afterwards, I read the lengthy report of the President's C ommittee on Civil Rights 

and found it to be a very exciting document* I hope that the F ederal Government 

follows through with some of the recommendations to comb at the vicious evit of 

discrimination and prejudice in this country* The UnAmeri can Committee has called 

the probe on Hollywood, and that is good riddence. 

1 November 1947, Saturday 

I feel that I have been very busy for the past two days, and I shall be 

glad of the opportunity to sleep late tomorrow morning* It  was gloomy and 

miserable yesterday and it rained terrifically* I had a bu sy day interviewing, 

and I remained late for an evening appointment which did n ot turn up* The cases 

I have been working on lately have dealt with immigrating re latives, and 

documentation assistance* Yesterday, the client wanted to get relatives from 

Cerraany and Trinidad. The relatives from Germany are much easier to get across 

it seems, and I wonder if it is because they are vhite? Those f rom Trinidad 

have a devil of a time getting visas to  ccaae  here, particularly if they are 

negroid in appearance« One of the clients was telling me h ow the officials in 

the British West Indies consulate offices make a payment of a bride conditional 

for a Visa, and all sorts of tricks like that* At first Fitz roy was hesitant to 
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tell me all of these things, but after I got his confidence he related how much 

the discrimination is feared in the U.S., but still the nat ives from BWI come up 

here because of the better economic opportunity. He felt t hat NYC was about the 

only place where a colored person could get ahead, even thoug h there are many 

barriers here. He is working for the government now, his si ster works for U.K., 

and a younger brother is a messenger boy with Standard Oil . The mother came here 

about 30 years ago and it has been her consuming ambition t o give her three 

children the same opportunity as a white person. Now they h ave made it end they 

ovn a home up on Long Island so that the mother would like to bring in some of 

her brother's children into this country to give them the sam e chance. This is 

where the consulate offices creates artificial barriers. T here is no official 

quota for the B.W.I, but there does seem to be a sort of uno fficial quota for 

colored persons as they have a much harder time getting in, an d many of them 

have to poet bonds which is not an official State Departmen t regulation. 

We got a letter from Bette after a long silence (we haven't w ritten either) 

and she said that she is now working in the library of Rooseve lt College. Mom 

is working in a novelty company, and Tom has a part time Jo b there. Emiko is 

almost finished with her internship at Hines General Ge neral Hospital, and she 

has to take a state exam soon. Bette takes some courses at the  college, and 

apparently she has definitely given up mursing school plan s. She mentioned that 

a conflict has developed between her and Mom because she go es out with colored 

students she meets at school, and this is very distasteful t o Mom,  who fears that 

Bette is lowering social standards. Nothing openly has b een said, but Mom acts 

uncomfortable, according to Bette. Bette feels that she can understand why mom 

might be prejudice, but she is not willing to compromise in h er friendships. 

We spent the day around the house today, although Yurik o went to shop later 

in the afternoon. I painted the floor at last, and I am gett ing things pretty 

well in shape. Yuriko says that I am net a perfectionist b ecause I didn't put 
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3 November 1947. Monday 

the plaster in the sink smoothly, but she is generally sati sfied with my other 

work. We don't have any steam  heat,  or else it is erratic, so we are a bit dis-

turbed that this is going to be a problem all winter long. Yur iko was afraid that 

the dishes would be cold so that she put them in the bathroom , which has more heat 

than the rest of the house« We are planning to have some so rt of hrusewarming 

party in mid-November, even though our work around the apar tment will not be 

completed by then* I joined Yuriko in shopping for chairs th is afternoon, but we 

didn't find any second hand ones satisfactory to us. The pr ices which are asked 

are terrific, and we are considering sitting on the floor if w e can't get a 

reasonable price. We landed down on lower Pulton Street and w andered around this 

interesting district for a while. We found some fairly good vegetable stores 

there and the prices are much lower. We also wandered throu gh the pawn shop area, 

and Yuriko looked at a fur coat which was selling for $100, She says that maybe 

she can pick up a mink coat in one of these shops,! We bought a c hicken, and Yuriko 

cooked a delicious dinner. This evening we are reading n ewspapers. P.M. had the 

complete report of the Civil Rights Committee, and I find tha t the recommendations 

are terrific. I hope that they are followed because that c ertainly would be a 

big step towards democracy. It has been cozy to spend an e vening home just re-

laxing. We ate dinner on the coffee table because our kitche n is still wet with 

paint. 

3 November 1947. Monday 

After a relaxing evening at  hone,  I still feel tired when I come to work. I 

didn't sleep too well last night« Perhaps I worked so hard dur ing the day that 

I couldn't sleep at night. We got up abot lit00 and Yuriko w ent to rehearse. I 

went to work building shelves and doing other things about the house so that I 

didn't really get a chance to sit down and rest until after s ix. Then I spent 

the evening unpacking some of the crates which belongs to Mr s. M. as we wanted to 

sort out the junk to throw out. There was a lot of the stuff which they had in 

camp in the boxes. Yuriko wrote to Douglas asking him to hu rry and pay the money 
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for the cleaning shop as he has been stalling along about th at, and we have reasons 

to be very suspicious of him. 

Yuriko has been very devilish the past couple of days. The o ther nî it she 

wanted to read so I kept turning the lights out. She said tha t she would pour 

the ash tray on ay head if I kept it up, I said she had better not. She said, 

"you dare  rae,"  I said you'd better nrt, and then turned the lights out aga in. 

She dumped some ashes on my head. I was planning to get sore  about it, but I just 

kept quiet, Yuriko became subdued, and after a few more minu tes she turned the 

lights out and went to sleep. The next morning, I said it was a childish act, and 

she said that she had been listening to the Parnell Thomas Committee hearings so 

much that she had decided to stand up for her civil rights before she lost all of 

them. Then last evening, I said that she needed her sleep s o I turned the lights 

out again, and this time she sweetly gave in. But she can be v ery contrary when 

she wants to, and I have to Judge how her reaction is going t o be. She does the 

same thing to me. The only thing I can't cure her of is to kee p her from putting 

her finger into my mouth when I yawn, I scowl and make face s and gnash my teeth 

and tell her that I may bite her hard, but she keeps putting h er finger in. What 

can I do when she has such confidence in me? She was very sw eet all day yesterday, 

I think that she is a bit anxious about her pending concert , and she needs a release 

from it. But I don't like to take her to shows during mid week b ecause she needs 

the rest more. She says that she just likes to putter around  the house, and next 

summer she is going to take a whole week off to loaf about the a partment. She hopes 

to get the place all fixed up before then, Yuriko doesn't m ake elaborate plans 

about what she is going to do, because she figures that she hasn't the time and she 

doesn't like to bite off more than s e can chew. That is ver y practical, and I think 

that one gets more accomplished with a system of this sort, 

I had another busy day at the office today. Most of my time was  spent in 

trying to convince an old Greek man that he was not going to b e thrown into the sea, 
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if he were deported. He is so afraid of being sent back to Gre ece and I don't 

blame him. Bat I can't do anyth'ng about the technical law which has little 

recognition of human feelings, and it is probably true tha t a destitute person 

sent back to Greece will face almost certain death. Good cas e work techniques 

requires that the client be helped to accept the realistic elements in his 

situation, but this is difficult to do in the face of such a future. On the 

other hand, there is no use in kidding the guy along that he ma y be able to 

stay here as he has such a weak case that it would not be consid ered as a 

meritorious case. 

Yuriko may not be home until about 9 so I will stay at the offi ce for a while 

to work on my school paper which I have neglected up to now. It is too crowded 

to go on the subway right now, as the rush hour squeezes peo ple in like sardines. 

4 November 1947. Tuesday 

I have concluded that it is the steam heat which prevents me from sleeping 

well at night, Karigan puts the heat on at the most unusual h ours. It's a 

matter of not getting enough hent or too much. Last night i t was too stuffy so 

I had to get up about 3s00 am to turn it off, and I didn't succ eed in getting a 

good night's rest for the second day in a row. Yuriko said this  morning that she 

was also restless, and she dreamed that she was up in the hil ls and she discovered 

a huge fish bowl so she decided to get in with the fishes. Then I came along and 

I wanted to get in too so I made the water overflow and the poor fishes got washed 

out. Yuriko interpreted that I was jealous of the fishes, wh ile I interpreted that 

it was the steam heat which caused the dream and she thought she was in the fish 

bowl about the time I opened the window to let the cool air in . Yuriko was very 

chummy all evening and she said that I was extremely pleasa nt as I puttered around. 

We found some silverware among Mrs. M's things so Yuriko spen t a couple of hours 

polishing it all up. She said that she never had such an inter est in polishing 

silver when she was doing domestic work. 

Yuriko saw Rhoda yesterday, and found out that rhe is gettin g into a show as 
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a chorus girl, "Make Mine Manhattan", which will open soon . Ethel heard that it 

isn't a very good musical, but Yuriko hopes that it will run for at least a 

month so that Rhoda can make $80 a week« Rhoda hasn't done muc h since coming back 

from summer camp teaching, except occasional teaching at the New Dance School, I 

don't know what Lamer has been up to lately as we have not se em either of them 

for a number of weeks. 

Last night we figured out how we were going to vote, and Yu riko checked FM 

for all of the recommendations! We decided to vote the Ame rican Labor Party 

ticket as it was the most liberal. Today is election day so w e went out in the 

rain to cast our ballot. We hope that the rain will keep th e Republicans hae 

so that they will not vote in recommendations which will inc rease our cost of 

living. After Yuriko went to the studio, I came home and r ead the newspapers. 

Then I started working on my class paper, and I just firlshed typing it up a short 

time ago. Yuriko will be coning home early, and I may take he r to a movie this 

evening if we can find a decent film. I haven't taken her ou t very often since 

ve moved to Brooklyn . I still have a couple of hours  in which to study as Tuesday 

is my day off from classes and field work. Our apartment is a gain in a mess as I 

unpacked a lot of boxes and the junk is just laying around. It certainly does take 

a lot of time to get things fixed up in good shape, but we are enjoying it very much 

even if we don't have all the time for it that we would like* 

5 November 1947. Wednesday 

Douglas finally wrote, and we found out the reasons why h e has been stalling 

on the payment of the cleaning shop. He is planning to buy the half share himself, 

and he said that he was now arranging for a loan from the bank. He pleaded that 

additional time be given him and said that he would pay the mo ney as soon as possible. 

The amount he quoted was $200 less than what Ishimaru got for his share so I don't 

know what he is trying to pull off there. As for waiting, ther e isn't much we can 

do. We don't vant to be harsh with him; we just want to end th e whole business so 



3036 
5 November 1947. Wednesday 

that we won't be bothered any more with hie activities, I ran into Petro 

Aoiko today, and Peter said that Ishimaru got $1500 for his share and that he 

overheard this in a Japanese insurance agency* It seems t hat Ishimaru is quite 

angry about the whole thing and he had some unkind remarks to make about poor 

Douglas I It was something about the seed venture, and Ishi maru has been telling 

people that Douglas done him dirt, no doubt true. I wouldn' t be surprised what 

Douglas does since he has a character disorder end he Just d oesn't have any sense 

of responsibility. The thing which apparently held him in c heck somewhat before 

the war was the fact that he feared community censorship of the Japanese mare 

but »w he doesn't have inhibitions of that sort. All through this business, 

he was so concerned about his reputation, and he went out of his way to convince 

people at the hostel of his integrity. I guess the poor guy h as a lot of new 

worries about his responsibility for the Aaawax clan. Peter said that Yoshio 

still works for Douglas in the shop; the guy gas to stick aro und because he was 

the one whom Douglas said he borrowed money from in order t o buy that land up 

in Long Island. Joannie also works around the shop, but alw ays hides when we 

cone around. Peter said that Ishimaru has hinted that so me phoney financial 

deals went on in the shop and this was one of the reasons why  he palled out, 

but Peter did not know the details. 

The hostel is now closed, and Peter is out of a Job. He is a ve ry worried 

young man because he doesn't know what he is going to do. He ga ve his all far 

the sake of the resettlement program, and stuck with this ac tivity until the 

end. Now he finds that he is not prepared for any tyjio of a J ob. He can drew 

any social security since he worked for tar exempt religio us groups all during 

the resettlement. He has some money saved up, so he has regi stered for a couple 

of courses at the NX School. He plans to eventually take a fu ll course, but he 

does not know where. He is interested in Camnunity Organiz ation, 

Clara dayman has finally decided to marry her Charley. Yuri ko said that, 

it would take place this weekend. They will take a short hone ymoon, and then 
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im ediately resume their work. Clara does publicity  work,  arranges dinners 

for groups, while Charley owns a glove factory» They probab ly will live in 

Clara 1 s  apartment, as Charley has been commuting in his car from B rooklyn for 

so many months* 

Yuriko said Martha saw her new dance, and she was so impre ssed that she 

talks about putting it on with the Broadway program* Marth a saw a larger theme 

in the dance than Yuriko had visualized, and the dance now r epresents another 

variation of the Gedipal complex, Yuriko has to make some so rt of screen for 

her set, and I tried very hard to suggest that it be small eno ugh so that it 

can be hauled by taxi. She said that it had to be of plywood,  but I thought 

that it didn't have to be of the most expensive wood possibl e to get since it 

was going to be pairted yet. She is going to think about it, an d I may make 

it for her if I have the time. 

Nothing exciting happened at field work today. 

6 November 1947. Thursday 

I just cooked dinner, and I am waiting for Yuriko, She has be en rehearsing 

late in the evenings so that we have a healthy appetite by th e time we eat dinner. 

Yuriko is trying to put on a bit of weight by drinking some so rt of concoction 

daily which consists of orange juice, gelatin, and sugar. I wish that she 

wouldn't knock herself out at the studio so much. She has r educed the number of 

lessons she teaches at the studio, but her schedule of priva te lessons is still 

pretty heavy* It is a source of pride to her that we will make our budget easily 

this month. I haven't received my G.I« subsistence check ye t, but I am hoping 

that it will arrive any day. 

Our apartment has not shown much progress in completion thi s week, but we 

are going ahead with the plan to have a housewarming party n ext weekend* I 

finished the lamps made from the pieces of desert wood wh ich were brought from 
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Gila by Mrs« M, The tenant downstairs came up to borrow some tools and he was 

quite impressed by the lamps and thought that they could b e sold for |25 each I 

I calmly told him that I had done the entire job as Yuriko was n ot here to 

refute it. We went to the 5 and dime to buy seme of the lamp par te, and the 

silly salesgirl put it in a bag and then ran off. We waited and w aited to pay 

her the 55 cents, but she did not came back so we just  wall  ed out* Yuriko 

was so excited about it, like we were robbing a bank or some thing! We rationalized 

that the store had typed us in some paint purchase previo usly so that we were even, 

Yuriko is going to make the lampshades herself when she fin d the time as it will 

save several dollars this way, and then the three lamps wil l be completely home-

made by us, Yuriko plans to wax them in order to preserve th e natural finish 

of the desert wood. The ironwood items from Gila seem to Imp ress our friends 

as works of  art,  while we saw the stuff so much in camp that it was common, I 

do have to admit that I made pretty good lamps. 

My class at school is reaching the boredom stages. We have t o read so much 

useless material. Sometimes I wonder if I am in the right f ield ofwork or not, 

I like my field work assignment a great deal, but even there m y supervisor tends 

to force things a little because there has to be an evalua tion for the school, and 

there is some pressure to make "problems" out of some cases  which  are very routine. 

So far I have gotten along well with my supervisor, but it b others me because I 

don't want to have another conflict about placements, I try v ery hard to conform, 

but the use of the psychoanalytical approach still is not convincing to me. We 

don't use it too much at the agency, but the use of some ofits gl ib phrases seems 

necessary in order to let the school know that I am learning t o be a real social 

worker according to the patterns set down by the N,Y, school. The thing which 

bothers me is that I have never yet seen a regular agency use the intensive 

theory which is taught, it seems to be reserved primarily f or the purpose of 

student training, I know that in my regular social work prac tice, I have never 

had occasion to use the deeper psychoanalytical approach, a nd I'm not convinced 
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that it gives greater understanding of the client. It seems to be mainly far 

use in elevating the ego of the social worker as a profess ional person« I nay be 

wrong« 

Russia announces that it has the Atom bomb now« I wonder w hat this will 

do with the present get tough policy with Russia« I hope ou r foreign department 

still will not be foolish enough to encourage a conflict , but I don't see how 

we are going to eliminate our imperialistic aims with the Wa ll street gmg 

in Washington controlling policy« People seem imrune to the A bomb scare already, 

and war talk goes on« 

confidential 8 November 1947 P Saturday 

A lot of things have happened since yesterday which made a lo t of excitement 

for us« Yesterday afternoon, I was waiting for my evening int erview to come 

In after spending most of the day working fairly regularly« For no reason at 

all, I was idly sitting around near qy desk wondering what NYC looked like when 

Broadway was only an Indian trail and thickly covered with f orests and streams 

and thinking to myself that civilization hasn't come too far forward« Yuriko 

came up the stairs breathlessly Just about then and brought  me back to the big 

problems of today« She said that there had be n a big fight at the studio, and 

Camilla Lord was fired and she was suffering from a breakdo wn. She said that 

she had been with the woman for several hours, and that we re invited for dinner« 

After I finished my Interview, I went ovê  to 37th and found t hat Camilla wan 

very shaken  up,  her eyes v/ere puffed, and she was almost hysterical« The rest 

of the evening we heard her version of the story« Paul and Eth el were also 

there, and Camille had prepared us a tremendous steak dinner « She felt an awful 

need for people to be around her, and she was obviously u pset« 

The episode as it unfolded from Camille f s version, and added comments by 

Yuriko and Ethel who were there when it happened, was tha t there had been a feud 
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between Erik Hawkins and Crmille during the five months sh e had worked there* He 

kept rub ing it in to her that Don was not good at the job, and that she didn't 

seem to know how to follow his orders* Since he has been made co-director of 

the school he has been a very jealous of any person working th ere« Camille, 

being rrther high strung, took it for as long as she could, a nd the showdown 

was yesterday afternoon* Her story was that she had worked e xtremely hard in 

order to make the school a success, overworked day and nigh t, and devoted her 

life to making the dancing school a financial success* Howe ver, she felt that 

Erik and Martha had never given her the recognition she just ly deserved and that 

they were too critical about her administrative methods* De spite all this, Camille 

felt that she had stabilized the school to the point where it was on a sound basis* 

However, the financial business was constantly in a mess be cause Erik and Martha 

made such demands upon the income. She felt that she had to f ollow the stipu-

lations of the company lawyer who insisted that Erik and Mar tha did not raid the 

funds constantly* Although the school grossed over $400 a w eek, the two heads 

were taking half* Camille got a hundred, and the new busine ss manager got a 

hundred* This meant that there wrs little left for taxes, an d payment for the 

teachers* In trying to get more teaching hcurs for the girl s, who only averaged 

|12 weekly, there was further friction. Camille felt that Martha and Erik had 

no regard for the welfare of the company members and tha t was the reason why 
it 

most of them were starving* She said that Martha resented/w hen the girls took 

outside jobr in order to make a living, but it didn't conce rn her to think about 

how they were supposed to pay their living expenses on $ 12* Yurlko and Ethel 
* aP 

have mentioned this many times in the past, and it did see m that Martha and Erik 

have been nlgligent in this respect* All of the company girl s have had feelings 

about this, but they have been fearful of saying anything be cause of their desire 

to be dancing with the company« Camille said that Marth a knew that she (Camille) 

was fighting for the girls and this was another reason for res entment* Since 

Camille was so emotionally  upset,  it was obvious that there was some exaggeration 
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altho it Is true that the girl8 do have a difficult tine. Camil la was slyly 

trying to get the girls to come on her side by suggesting suc h things as walkouts, 

but Turlko and Ethel were quick to see that although they were very sympathetic 

as far as CamiUe herself was concerned. All the company girl s have gotten 

along well with her, whereas none of them like Erik who is r eputed to have some 

strange hold on Martha* The result is a rather messy business , and lots of 

excitement for the girls. In the past, the girls have sided w ith  Martha,  but 

now they are not so sure that it is always the fault of the oth er person. It 

is no coincidence that two successive office managers have suffered practical 

breakdowns in that job, and that many of the dancers have had  conflicts with 

Erik, Assuming that there is a great deal of Jealously among dancers, it still 

does not explain why they all react to Erik so violently. He has something 

about his personality which is disagreeable, and he has no diplomacy in b^^ijpg 

people. The scene he had with Cemlile yesterday was childi sh and disgraceful, and 

not in the least necessary* It seems that Erik just can't stan d having his 

position in the company challenge^n any way since he has c onvinced Martha that 

the school would be indespensible without him. He has bee n very bossy and officious 

with Camilla, and everyone we have talked with since then  say that Erik was 

chiefly responsible — except Martha, of course. The £rls fe el that Martha has 

been blinded, but that she has net taken her full responsibil ities either. They 

feel that there must be a sadistic streak in both of them becau se they like to 

see people suffer so much. They don't know if this is due to M artha's advancing 

age, or to Erik's influence, or to some inner personality d eviation. They have 

bent over backwards in giving Martha the benefit of the dou bt because of their 

intense devotion and loyalty to her, but now they think that Erik has gone too 

far. The whole business of the financial mess of the dancing school is rather 

sordid, and Camille probably did gloss it up a bit in order t o win us to her side, 

which was understandable in view of her emotional upset. 

The upshot of the whole thing was that yesterday the fuse bl ew out, and there 
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was an explosion in the school* Camille felt that she had t aken about all she 

could stand« She felt that she had been loyal to the school,  that she had given 

many hours of work to it voluntarily, that she had been comp etent and responsible) 

but none of this satisfied Erik, He kept leaving memos cr iticizing her work, and 

she said that he was angry beoauso she would not let him tak e the school money 

at random to pay his debts as this had been the order of Mr« I ssaos, the lawyer* 

When he began to do it too much, Camille tried to resign« Th at was three weeks 

ago, and they talked her into staying by giving her a raise  in salary* But 

Erik was displeased, and Camille said he took it out on her« So finally, Erik 

said she was fired, and accussed her of being incompetent, not keeping the books 

correctly and so forth« This made Camille furious and she ha s loaned the company 

$600 of her money, and she had never been called incompet ent in her life« However, 

she decided that it was best to call it quits« She said that Eri k wouldn't even 

allow her to explain last odds and ends and he still kept goa ding hsr. She went 

in to Martha and begged that she make Erik lay off« Martha said it was best to 

call it quits, and then she left the studio« Camille wanted to say goodbye to 

the girls, but Erik insisted that she get out« About four obl ock, the phone 

rang and Camille tried to answer it, but Erik grabbed the pho ne out of her hands* 

Th<m he shouted for her to get out« Camille said that she sh outed back that he 

would have to get the police« So Erik started to phone the pol ioe, "and then 

things went black and I went after him, and I don't remember what happened after 

that, but I must have gone crazy* 11 Ethel and Yuriko said that it was a very 

hysterical scene, that Camille went after Erik and starte d to pound away at him« 

The students were all around the place, and they witnessed t he whole childish 

scene« Finally» Erik brushed Camille aside and she fell int o a corner of the 

room« All the time she was screaming« Ethel said that both C amille and Erik 

were like madmen, and she had to push Erik out and tell him t o go home* Since 

Ethel had to teach the class with shaking nerves, Yuriko took Camille home in 

a cab as the woman just didn't know what she was doing and sh e was sobbing 
\ 
\ p ® 
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hysterically. 

It was just a natter of two personalities not being able to g et along, and 

we told Camilla that it was just as well that she was out of the p lace. Her ego 

was so hurt, and she said that Erik yelled that he would never give her a recommend-

ation, and that she might just as wall forget that she eve r worked there. Camilla 

felt that this was so terribly unjust as she had worked hard, and her entire 

future was at stake. She was bitter about Martha, who ran ou t on the scene, and 

she babbled for hours about her feelings. Camille was j ust crushed, and she felt 

that she could never face anyone again. She is 42, and she ha s had an unhappy 

marriage — it might be possible that Erik was the symbol of he r husband who 

failed her. The difficulty for anyone working in that s tudio is that a con-

trolling and dominating person just cannot get along with  others of the same type. 

There were plenty of guilt feelings expressed, and Camill e seemed to have all 

of the confidence knocked out of her. She was very depressed , tearful, alter-

nately revengeful and remorseful, condemning herself as be ing no good, and then 

bitterly blaming Erik and Martha. Under the circumstances, we could do nothing 

but reassure her, and a lot of the company tensions certai nly was aired. I suppose 

it is a terrific blow to anyone to get fired when they belie ve there is no reason, 

aiir* it would be particularly true for a career woman of  Camille 1 s  type. She just 

went hysterical, and it will take her some time to pull hers elf together. I 

thought that she might even attempt to end it all because o f her wild feelings, 

like an emotionally disturbed person who harms himself ju st to make another person 

feel sorry. I haven't seen a woman feeling so rejected in a l ong time. It just 

made her go to pieces when Erik called her inccmpetant. An d she just didn't 

know what to do if the studio did not give her a recommendat ion. She said that 

she had many good jobs and she had never been fired before, a nd that her work 

record was considered excellent, that no matter how right sh e was Erik was going 

to tell lies to Martha and she would be blacklisted, and so for th. She said that 

she could not stand it if the company girls also turned aga inst her. Paul gave a 
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pretty good analysis of the financial mess in the studio, and said that Camille 

was not at fault at all since it was impossible for anyone to work with Erik, 

Erik feels so threatened when a capable person is matched u p against  him,  etc. 

After we left, Yuriko got worried that Camille might do some thing drastic. 

She thought that Martha should  know,  so she phoned, and she had me explain matters 

a bit. I felt embarrassed about butting into studio busines s, and I told Martha 

that. I told her that irrespective of who was right or wrong, t hat Camille had 

feelings about not getting a job recommendation and that p erhaps Martha could 

ease the blow a bit by telling Camille that it was not a perso nal issue, that 

she didn't intend to be vindicative. Martha said that she w ould certainly give 

Cord lie a recommendation, and then she was very worried th at Camille might do 

something drastic. She asked several times if I thought she would, and I said 

that I was ot a psychiatrists, but a person emotionally di sturbed like that 

might get into a depression mood and do something. Since Mar tha did not say 

she would phone, I told her that Yuriko would phone in the mor ning and tell 

Camille that she would have a job recommendation« Yuriko di d do that this 

afternoon, and this seemed to relieve Camille quite a bit . However, she now 

expects Martha to phone and say that Erik was in the wrong. She should realize 

that Martha could never do that since she has to back him up. M artha had quite 

a bit to say about her interpretation. She said over the pho ne to me that Camille 

had told her when she first came  that she  was emotionally unstable. Martha said 

that it got to be such a difficult situation that she just hated to go to the 

studio. She said that Camille was trying to create friction by telling Erik 

lies about  her,  and vise versa. She considered Camille a very jealous wom an, 

ruthless and ambitious. The picture which Martha painted was perhaps a bit 

exaggerated, but it was understandable in view of the fact t hat she has some 

guilty feelings about th<* whole thing too* She said that C amille deliberately 

waited until she left the studio, and that the scene was plan ned so that the 

company girls would think that Martha was at fault. Martha w as worried about how 
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the company girls would react, so I pot in a plug far Yurik o and Ethel and said 

that they were very devoted to the dance school and that the y understood the 

situation. I didn't say how they understood it since all of t he girls feel that 

Erik is just as much at fault, but they could not think o f telling Martha that. 

Yuriko thinks Martha will call a company meeting in order to Justify herself, 

and she feels that the girls are owed some explanation too, and that the school 

cannot go back to the uncertain way as before. Kovevor, I dou bt if the girls 

will ever demand their rights and ask for more decent treat ment themselves« 

They seem to have such a blind loyalty and respect for  Martha,  regardless of 

what she does» However, they feel that they do not have  to listen and agree 

to a running down of Camilla's character as it was not a one- sided affair« They 

Just hope that a better management will come out of the whol e thing, and that 

CamiUe will get settlod down in a Job where her talents w ill be fully appreciated 

Under CamiUe'a administration, the school had more student s than ever before and 

it was in the best finanoial state it has ever been in. Gam illo said that 

Martha was  nov.  feuding with Pearl, and that she called her "shrewd." A lo t of 

thi ngs were aired, and Camilla probably has quite a guilty conscience today to for 

some of the things she said last night. For an outsider like me, there was a 

certain tragi-comio element about the whole thing, a bit un real, like a quarrel 

put an by children. Yuriko said that it was too bad that peopl e could not be 

human, but had to have viscions streaks in them, Camille s aid that Erik was 

sadistic, and others have said that too. Charlie Weinberg s ays he hears that on 

every street corner gathering. Yuriko is now at the studi o, and she said that 

she bet there would be a company meeting instead of rehearsa ls today« She 

wondered who dancers had to display temperament so much (neurotic behavior), and 

she hoped that she would not get that wpy. She thinks that sh e is very normal 

in comparison, but she certainly got a lot of excitement o ut of the whole thing. 

Her eyes were popped so wide open, and I bet there is plenty o f buzz-buss in the 
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studio today by all the girls! Just like a big family fight t dien everyone 

has a funny feeling after things calm down a bit. My, my, such things dancers 

have to go through for their art I As long as Yuriko keeps a cal m humorous 

attitude along with her natural concern, I don't mind. Tha t studio certainly 

has a lot of personality conflicts tho. I wonder if Ballet c ompanies are like 

that too* So much emotionalism, temperments, hurt feelings , jealousies, 

rivalries, and outbursts. In between, they get along so wel l, too, It's just 

amazing that they manage to survive each crises so well, and then go on smoothly 

until another one comes up I 

Imagine a dope like me listening to the woes of the great Ma rtha G|1 

Our other strenuous effort for the day was in attending the w edding of Clara 

and Charley, We were supposed to get there at 9s30 but our alarm didn't work, 

or else I turned it over and went back to sleep. All of a sud den I woke up 

at 9|15 and we dashed out of the house fearing that Charley w ould have his finger 

nails all chewed to the bone in his anxiety, Yuriko didn't g et angry that I 

overslept, but she ribbed me plenty and said that it was good t hing she didn't 

do it because I would pick on her. It was rain ng hard when w e got there, but 

we dashed into a liquor store and bought some imported champa lgne and dashed to 

Claras* They were fairly calm, but a lot of things were goin g through their heads 

too. We got into the spirit of things, and Yuriko and I were more nervous than 

they I It was pouring drastically when we went out to the car , and then it wouldn't 

start, Clara was so dismayed. We got out and pushed, and a lady came along and 

gave us a shove until the motor started. Then we went to S hrafft's and had a nice 

breakfast* Charley was trying to aot casual, but he was pr etty shaky even though 

he wouldn't admit it* We teased him a bit and  said,  that he was getting married 

because he was so desperate to get an apartment on Manhatta n. By the time we got 

to City  Hall,  a hurricane storm was brewing and Clara wondered if that was a bad 

sign but we wouldn't let them back out at the last min ute. 
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The marriage service at City hall was very  brief,  gin factory production, 

A tired girl collected fees, and in her hard boiled voice c alled out the names 

to go to the chapel. Yuriko and I signed as witnesses« There we re a lot of 

couples getting married. In the chapel, the clerk  tfth  a phoney smile droned out 

the marriage ceremony in a dry voice and the marriage was c ompleted in about two 

minutes. Clara started to walk away without even being k issed. We went back 

to the apartment and had some drinks, and Yuriko and I cooked the chicken dinner 

for them. Like all married couples, they felt a bit awkward  that it was an 

accomplished fact but they tried to act nonchalant and soph isticated. Yuriko 

gave Clara all instructions on how to handle a husband! It wa s a lot of fan. 

We ate well, had out champaigne, sat around and talked unti l Yuriko had to go 

to the studio at five. Clara and Charley are not planning on  going on a honey-

moon. He has his factory to take care of, and production must g o on. He said 

that now that he was married, he hoped to enjoy a lot of hone c ooked meals« Clara 

doesn't cook much. She said that she was going to put him on  a strict budget. 

They looked pretty  happy,  and they make a nice couple. They haven*t told their 

families  yet,  and they had decided upon a simple ceremony in order to avo id the 

fuss of families getting all excited about things. 

Muriko said that Martha didn't say much at the studio, but put the blame on 

Camille. She is going to call a company meeting soon, the us ual tactic. She 

doesn't want the girl* to think badly about Erik even tho sh e knows it is partly 

his fault. Largely, the blame has been projected on Camill a« She claims Camille 

wouldn't tell her how much was owed her because she wanted to have control of 

the studio. The girls have been told that they were part of th e school and 

have a right to participate in the business, but this has bee n forgotten every 

time. Yuriko said that all the girls are very excited, and t hey don't like the 

idea of having all the blame put on Camille, Yuriko talked to Martha privately, 

and she said that Camille planned the whole scene. I dou bt if Martha will ever 
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be convinced that she and Erik were a precipitating thin gs* The whole company 

are very upset about the issue, 

9 November 1947. Sunday 

The winter weather is finally here, and it was very cold when w e went up 

to Long Island today. We didn't leave until the last train be cause we were talking 

with Dr. Rabbinowitz, Mrs. M. seemed to be very quiet today , and she apparently 

did have some reaction when she found out that Douglas is marr ied. She was very 

guarded in her comments, and she spoke mostly of superfi cial things, but it was 

easy to see that she has things on her mind. We talked a bi t about her future, 

and Mrs. M, is still confused about this difficult matter a s she quickly dis-

misses and adopts one plan after another, and it hasn't rea lly gotten down to a 

realistic level yet. It is hard for Yuriko since Mrs. M. emph asizes how helpless 

she is, and how  lo:  ely it would be for her to go to Calif. In the next breath 

she will say that she wants to go there, and maybe she wants to go to California. 

She mentioned that minister had given her a Japanese bible, a nd that she was now 

interested in working in a minister's home but didn't elab orate upon it other than 

to say that she now would like to be around NYC too. Her uncert ainty is definitely 

related to her insecurity, but it is also prompted by her  desire to gain control 

of Yuriko in some way. She says that she understands wh y she could not live with 

us, that she never had any desire to do this, but hints indire ctly that It might 

be necessary. Her mind is quite active now, and she is beginn ing to use the 

tactics of helplessness to put pressure on Yuriko. This was c onfirmed later by 

the doctor* 

Mrs. M. still uses the defense of "not understanding," or "f orgetting" 

when she wishes to avoid discussion of anything painful to h er. She hasn't any 

prolonged depressive periods anymore as the doctor says t hat she is over her 

brooding about what happened and ow considers her act sill y. However, she has 

many periods of worrying about herself and she indulges in  some self pity, which 

is natural under the circumstances. She continues in her deep resentment of me, 
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and there was more of an open indication of it today than at an y tine in the past 

(since hospitalization). She Just chooses to ignore me, and she is hopeful of 

creating a rift between Yuriko and I. This is clearly motiva ted by the desire to 

want to "control" Yuriko and have her to herself« Yuriko is understanding of 

this, and she has continued in her warm sympathetic approa ch, and she is tryigg 

to continue guiding her along realistic lines* Mrs* M. may  have some resentment 

towards Yuriko for "betraying" her to the psychiatrists, an d feel that she has 

lost more face. Yuriko says that Mrs. M # is ambivalent and indicates both 

strengths and weaknesses at the same time. Treatments are still continuing, and 

it will be several more weeks at least before possible disch arge will even be 

considered. Yuriko got another name of an Issei friend today and she will write 

to California as the person has a farm* We don't want to for ce Mrs. M* into 

anything so we have been exploring a lot of things with her i n the hopes that she 

will make a positive decision* 

We talked with Dr* R* in late afternoon* She said that Rev « Matsumoto had 

talked to Mrs* M, and that she was so glad to talk in Japanese*  Dr* R. smiled and 

said "I guess you know that Mrs. M, doesn't like you very  much.  And she talked 

about wanting to work in a minister's heme so that she coul d help you (Yuriko) 

in your career " Dr. R. interpreted thatMris* M. still thi nks of Y. as a young 

person dependent upon her and I am a threat to this plan so tha t she feels very 

threatened by me and she "would like to bredi you two up." D r. R* now is con-

vinced that Mrs* M* would cause us  domestic Conflicts  if she came to live with us, 

and she said that this would never work so that other plans would have to be made* 

Ve recognized that this was a difficult problem as we wan ted to help Mrs* M. Dr* 

R* said that it was difficult to help Mrs* M. at all because o f the language 

barrier, and Mrs. M 9s hiding behind a stoical mask so much. She asked me to assu me 

some of the social service role by contacting Matsumoto an d some people with a 
JTm � 

missionary outfit, but that Mrs. M.  should,  not know I was involved in any of the 

planning, as she would resent anything I ¿(id and probably i nterpret it as my 

refecting her from  Yuriko,  Dr* R. said tjît the  missionary  who talked to Mrs* M* 
\  

f I \ 
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was very impressed with her superior intelligence and reco gnized the 

Japanese used by a veil educated class4 Dr. R* seems to be v ery interested 

in the case, and she has actively entered into post discharg e planning to much 

more of a degree than most psychiatrists will do, and be tter yet she tries to 

see the entire social situation instead of Just from the po int of view of the 

patient. This is an indication of a very experienced psychia trist. She seems 

to have had much more experience than the other psychiatris ts so far. Dr. 

Jucovy is still on the case, but Dr. R. does most of the work on it now because 

she has been handling the shook treatments. 
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My conference with Miss Siebold lasted until about 7«00 as w e were just 

talking about things in general. She is relaxing a lot  more,  and she told me 

that she used to teach case work at the U. of  Montreal,  It finally came out 

that she was trained at the U. of Pennsylvania school and that she uses the 

functional method in case work (?), So far I haven't found an ything significantly 

different except that there is a greater concentration upon the direot problem 

and I haven 11 any objections to that. She is reading my thesis now, and s he 

said that there were some parts of it which might prove of val ue to the Institute 

and she wants to talk to me about it later. Miss Siebold has bee n very Interested 

in determining cultural concepts in case work and she said that I should feel 

to do some exploration in that with my cases. The unfortunat e part of a place-

ment like this is that there are so limited opportunities  to practice it when 

one is finished with school, Siebold mentioned something a bout Psychiatrlo 

Institute being known as the "graveyard" for supervisors an d that there has been 

dissatisfactions over the past seven years so I felt that I was lucky to get out 

of there when I did, 

Yuriko had dinner with Martha Graham, and they dlsoussed their new dance, Martha 

has suddenly gotton very chummy with Yuriko and it might be r elated to the fact 

that she wants at least one ally in the company! She doesn' 1 know that Yuriko is 

one of the ringleaders of the pending rebellion of the d ancers in the school, 

Yuriko has been very level headed about things though so that Martha has recognised 

that she is the key person to reach. As far as Yuriko is con cerned, she will go 

along with whatever the rest of the group decides, Yuriko fe els that Erie has 

pulled the wool over  Martha* s  eyes and she just cannot evaluate him in his true 

light, Martha was telling her about the financial trouble s of the company, and 

she is finding it very hard to live on a strict budget now, 

Martha's sudden interest in Yuriko might have other Implic ations, Pearl 

used to be the protege of the company, but it seems that Mar tha is angry with her 
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for being so Independent about hep plans. It might be that Ma rtha feels that 

Yuriko should be groomed for bigger things. She always has  at least one girl 

in the company when she personally pushes along. The objeot o f the dinner last 

night was to disouss Yuriko 1 s  new dance. Martha things that it is terrific and 

she has a lot of new ideas to offer to Yuriko about how the sets could be made, 

costumes, etc. Yuriko felt that she profited a great deal. M artha would very 

much like to let Yuriko perform this new dance on Broadway, and she said some* 

thing about getting a set which would meet union specificati ons. 

Yuriko said she gave me a big buildup, and told Martha how mu ch she has 

learned from me in the way of practical living, preventing " psychological 11 colds 

Just before a performance, and so forth. Yuriko feels that t his is the reason 

why she can 91 do dances of frustration like Martha performs most of the t ime be-

cause she is too happy. 

This sudden interest by Martha places Yuriko in a difficult position in 

regard to the company stand but she feels that she must sta nd together with the 

girls. Martha has been having a great deal of guilt feeling about the Erik-Camille 

episode, but she has no other alternative than to defend Er ik, and she is so afraid 

that it might cause him to be very unhappy if the company "mi sunderstands" and 

puts all of the blame upon him. That is why a company meeting ha s been called for 

late tomorrow evening so that Martha can "reveal" the whole story and whitewash Erik. 

This procedure has made the company girls and men very unha ppy, and they feel that 

something must be done in presenting their side. They got tog ether the other day 

and decided to draft some sort of statement. Yuriko came h ome and got me to write 

out a statement, and she took the viewpoint that the Camill a incident u&s not the 

main point, but the company wanted some guarantee that such t hings would not happen 

in the future* Yuriko suggested a Board of directors who would be responsible for 

such things, and suggested that a manual of procedures be dra wn up covering the 
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entire activities of the studio so that everyone would kn ow where they stood, 

It was also requested that the positive aspects of Camill e1 0 work be kept such 

as prompt payment of salary, posting the teaching schedule ahead of time and so 

forth. By the time I got through typing up all the things Yur iko had in mind, 

it ran to three pages* 

Yuriko took it to the secret company meeting at  Ethel 1 0 this morning* Every-

one has been doing a lot of complaining, but Yuriko was the o nly one who had a 

statement. It was gone over, and the company were happy that there was actually 

going to be a stand taken by the group. Some of the group want ed the statement 

to be even stronger than what we had said, but Yuriko told them that they would 

not get anyplace by making demands. Bob Johns told Duggy if t he group backed 

out this time, he  wasn* t  going to talk to them again, and Paul said the same 

thing to Ethel, With such pressure upon then, they have to go t hrough with it 

and all of the group will sign the statement. They hope that I t will result In 

less termpermental actions by Martha and Erik after this, a lthough the brunt of 

the blame Is being put upon Erik, All they needed was a democr atic group process 

with a bit of leadership,and Yuriko, Ethel and Duggy seem to have emerged as the 

spokesmen. All of the group want Yuriko to do the talking sin ce she has the best 

relationship with  Martha,  It should turn out to be an interesting session unless 

It degenerates into a gripe session, and I have been "advi sing" Yuriko on how to 

avoid it, Yuriko is quite pleased at the prominent role she has been pushed into 

as a result of this situation, and she modestly says that sh e isn 11 college edu-

cated or qualified but the other girls won't listen to tha t. 
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Very busy day. Yuriko has the apartment In a mess right no w as she is un-

packing some more boxes. She has to go to a company meetin g at 10s30 so that 

she won 11 get home until very late. I have been running around all da y doing 

things. This morning I went to shop for kitchen chairs, and I got four very 

good ones for $8.00, second hand. I had to do a lot of bargai ning to get a 

reduction of $1.50 in price but I managed by agreeing to ca rry them home myself. 

I had to walk right through the downtown section with these chairs, but my pride 

was not hurt. It took me two trips. Then I went shopping, an d I bought a lot 

of food quite cheaply, and Yuriko complimented me upon my ski ll. We had sukiyaki 

tonight and I cooked it J Chinese lettuce is so cheap now be cause most people 

don f t know how to cook it and we are finding it about the lowest c osting item 

in our food budget these days. The shopping district down by t he housing project 

was about 25* cheaper than our district so well worth walki ng the six or seven 

blocks. Yuriko plans to go down there about twice weekly to get out food as it 

will mean several dollars savings at least. We have a proble m because I am trying 

to lose weight, but Yuriko needs to gain and things go Just the opposite. I try 

to make her eat  more,  but she exercises so much that she Just can 11get any meat cm 

her bones. She is down to 90 pounds now and it makes me worri ed. 

This afternoon I went up to the Bureau of Applied Social Res earch at Columbia 

for my interview with Dr. Merton. It is located in an old buil ding, but a lot of 

significant work goes on there. Dr. Merton said that he w as on a sabbatical leave 

until next spring. He said that he had been looking forwar d to meeting me, and 

he told me why he thought that my diary was a significant pie ce of work. I never 

thought of it in that  way,  and I felt that he might be mistaken. He said that even 

thougi he had only read a few pages while at Berkeley, he bel ieved that it should 

be annotated with  notes,  shortened, and published. He said that his group was 

thinking of doing some sort of study of methodology of soci al sciences, and he 

thought that the diary might be useful in it. He sounded much more enthusiastic 
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than I oould possibly Imagine, and I dldn't know If he were just saying that or 

if he was really sincere. I think that he did mean It. He said t hat next spring 

he would like to see me In regard to this project he was thin king about and per*-

haps I would be willing to come up occasionally and anxve r questions on it, I 

told him that I would be glad to do that, Dr, Merton said he wo uld write Dorothy 

if any plans crystallised. When I mentioned my cultural int erests, he said that 

the Bureau has just received a grant to study the Puerto M eans, and maybe I might 

be able to assist him a bit from the social work angle but it w as not a promise. 

It was quite a satisfactory discussion with him, and I cert ainly am surprised. 

He wanted me to bring up some of my stuff so that he oould loo k at it, Dr, Merton 

Introduced me to one of his helpers and it was a bit embarra ssing when the young 

lady said that it was amazing I had written so much, I  don*  t think they realise 

what junk there is In the stuff, I told him that Yuriko Insis ts upon me keeping 

up my diary now, and Dr, M said to give her a big thanks from h im as he feels that 

It should be kept up, I don't expect too much to come out of i t, but I'm willing 

to let them use the data if it meets with Dorothy's approval, and I emphasized 

that to  Dr,  Merton, Although he didn't give me any reason to think abo ut possi-

bilities of a job there, I certainly would be greatly intere sted In a permanent 

sort of job in that setting, but not much hope. 

The question of a job future has been increasingly enterin g my mind lately. 

It will only be a matter of four or five months before I am fini shed with school, 

and I haven't done anything definite about it yet. The tho ught of doing case work 

in the usual family agency leaves me cold, and I haven 11 much enthusiasm for that, 

I thought that I would like to work with V.A. as a psychiatri c worker, but I don't 

think that I would get much satisfaction doing the kind o f work which Kenny does. 

My interest definitely is in the cultural field, but I don't  seem to have much 

equipment to do anything definite in that line due to my trai ning as primarily a 

social worker, I know that I should be definitely decided in what I want by now, 
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but I'm not. Fortunately Yuriko Is very understanding and s he doesn't plaoe any 

pressure on me at all. X have to make a deoent salary so that I w ill be able to 

support her. On top of finding something In line with my bas ic Interests, I have 

to think in terms of security. But I just won't take a Job an d cling to it year 

after year. I would like to get into something where I feel th at there are possi-

bilities for self growth. This whole problem is still a bi t academic for me as 

it is enough In the future to prevent any acute feelings of an xiety. 

Yuriko is repacking some of her mother's things. It is am azing the things 

which she has dung to, starting from Japanese clothes right d own to recently. 

Women always seem to be greater hoarders than men. It pains Yu riko to throw a 

lot of the stuff out, but she has done a good Job and eliminat ed the junk which 

has no value at all. MrsM had bought and collected a lot of cl othes to send to 

Japan, and we put that all in one box. Her relatives have becam e quite demanding 

and they write letters to send this and that. It must be pr etty tough in Japan 

right now. We don 11 know what Mrs. M had planned to send to which relative so 

that we have to hold off on all of these urgent demands. It costs more to send 

the old clothes than they are actually worth, so we may give some of the things 

for European relief. It makes one feel so helpless to do any thing about the mass 

starvation In the world, and what we can do would hardly mak e a dent In the picture. 

Now that the war is over, I can be more objective about lookin g at the Japanese 

people as human beings. Today Is Armistice Day, but millio ns of people have been 

killed in wars fought since the war to end Ml wars was complete d. The newspapers 

speak of a "cold" war with Russia now, and it is enough to m ake anyone disillusioned. 

Vm, sure that the non-policy makers of our country and Russi a don't want any more 

war, but the cry for it gets stronger and stronger, I still ho pe that this la 

only an immediate post war stage and that real peace will dev elop before the U.N. 

Is ruined, but It doesn't look too good right now. 
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I stayed over in the offloe until after six reading a book as I wanted to 

avoid the subway rush, I prepared a Chinese dinner and ju st finished it when 

Yuriko arrived home very tired. She had been teaching and re hearsing all day long 

and she had a headache, but after she ate a lot she felt bette r. I've been doing 

most of the cooking and a lot of the shopping while Yuriko is  so busy and we manage 

to work out our schedule very nicely. The only thing is t hat our apartment gets 

terribly neglected. Ve  haven* t  swept for about a week, the accumulation of reoent 

newspapers are scattered about the bedroom, bed unmade, th ings left helter skelter. 

But at least it looks lived in, and we are fairly comfortable . Ve decided to give 

the party this weekend so that we will be foroed to clean house I Ve are a bit 

worried about the steam heat situation, because the house ha s been most chilly the 

past few days. It would be pretty bad if the place is icy col d when we give our 

housewarming party. Maybe we will have to give them extr a liquor in order to keep 

them warm, Ethel and Paul won 11 be able to come as they will be out of town, but 

they have Invited us out to dinner on Friday evening* Ve de cided not to go since 

we have to get started on house cleaning, and I wanted Yuriko to get as much rest 

as possible. Her concert is coming up in a couple of weeks and she feels that she 

has to drive herself pretty hard in order to polish her dances off. I wish that 

' she wouldn 11 get so skinny though, 

Karlgan has been fired as the janitor here because he was so ne gligent about 

the work and for pawning some of the tools which did not belo ng to him. Sweeny 

thought that it was the last straw when Karlgan pawned a dri ll for #15 under the 

name of Kelly and then drank the money up. His going means th at we are out of 

luck in ever getting our sink completed. It still looks a m ess since I  haven*  t 

been able to complete the Job. The new janitor is supposed to be an ex-GI who is 

receiving 100$ disability pension for malaria so we don* know if there will be 

much Improvement in the heat situation. But we will be abl e to overlook much more 

since the man incurred his disability while in service. Klm l Tagawa downstairs is 
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rather belligerent about the heat situation and she writes  letters to Sweeney. 

The other tenant, Rosenthal - Norman and Rosha - think tha t we should sign a 

petition and send it in. We were visiting the Rosenthal 1 s  for a while last night. 

They have put a lot of money into their apartment, such as f lOO rugs and so forth 

but we feel that we did Just as nice a Job with the limited amo unt which we spent. 

For the first time, I learned that Rosha is not pregnant. Th at big lump which X 

thought was a forming embryro is only the result of too much c andy. She weighs 

Just as much as I do, but one wouldn't think so. They are a youn g couple and we 

have been getting chunny. The lack of steam heat has brought a ll of the tenants 

together. 

Confidential 

Yuriko said that the company meeting last night was very e xciting, and it 

lasted until about 1?:30. She came right home, but the res t of the group went to 

a soda fountain to talk some more about it. I was sound aslee p when she came in 

and I didn't even know that she was home until I woke in t he middle of the night. 

Yuriko said that the statement which I had typed up for her was changed by the 

group and made much stronger. Martha had called the meeting e xpecting that she 

would quickly win the group over to her side but she was stun ned when the state-

ment was read first and she discovered that it was not goin g to be so easy to ex-

plain matters. It was the first time any of the various memb ers of the company 

had united together to stand up for themselves. The issue, a s they pointed out 

was not who was right or wrong, but that the company had the ri ght to know where 

they stood and it was a declaration that they were highly di satisfied with the ad-

ministrative confusion which always seemed to prevail. Ma rtha was not prepared for 

this and she blew up beoause the sting of what she was going to say was taken out 

of because of the statement. Yuriko's version of what went ont 

"It was a pretty tense meeting, and the entire company was determined to stand 

behind the statement even though we knew that it would cau se a terrific reaction. 
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Erik was there and he was waiting for Martha to explain every thing away for him, 

but we asked to make our statement first. Martha agreed to this so Sasha got up 

and he read it in a very accusing tone. The statement had  been made much stronger 

than what we had worked up but it said about the same thing. M artha got furious 

and accused the company of not being loyal to the school for t aking the part of 

Camilla who had only been there for five months, and then she began to give her 

version of what had happened, which missed the point of wh at we said in the state-

ment entirely. We all felt that she reacted in this way beca use it was a blow to 

her that she was not going to win us over easily like in previo us oases. 

"Martha said that we didn 11 even have respect enough to wait until she could 

explain things. Then she Justified what had happened by sayi ng that Camilla re-

fused to give a statement of how nuch the school owed her, i mplying that Camilla 

was trying to get the school away from  Martha.  Our whole point was that we did 

not want to get caught in the middle of things because that wa s not the main issue 

but Martha Just didn't understand. She went on to say tha t she had been wiring 

of firing Camilla before and that was the reason why she phon ed the employment 

office the week before. The employment office told her Ju st to fire Camille be-

cause she would cause trouble and the best thing to do was jus t give the notioe 

with one week 1 s  pay. 

"Then Krik got up and he apologised for the way in which it h appened, but he 

kept on putting a lot of  1  buts'  in, and he Just wouldn 11 admit that he was in the 

wrong. The entire group knew that Martha and Erik would j ustify their thinking 

and that is why we didn 11 want to enter into the pros and cons of the incident. 

It was true that there were many facts about Camille which we had not known pre-

viously, but it sounded weak because of what had happene d to Don, and that time 

we had stood behind her without question. This time we fel t entitled to a better 

explanation. Martha was so upset and she said that the c ompany had deserted her, 

and that they rejected her without good reason. She tried to make us feel bad by 
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playing upon our loyalty to the school. She said that this wa s the time when 

she needed the 100$ backing, but she was disappointed that we didn't have the 

confidence in her to wait until she could explain things. Sh e said she was 

wounded to the bottom of her heart ty  company* s  action. Then she said that it 

would be the easiest thing for her to give up the school, bu t she was keeping it 

up at great sacrifice just to give young dancers like us a ch ance. This was not 

exactly the truth. We felt that it was not fair for her to thr eaten like this, 

but didn 11 say that out loud. We were agreed as a group to stiak toge ther and 

that was the reason why she didn't tell us all to get out the n and there. Indi-

vidually, we could never have stood up against her because of our insecurity in 

the company, but as a group we knew we were stronger and she kn ew it too. 

"Then Martha accused us of believing Miss Lord's story, a nd that it was disap-

pointing that the company didn't wait for the entire tru th even if they had been 

more closely associated with Martha for much longer« And s he was very angry that 

we had no confidence in Erik, and that we rejected him  aren more.  Then she said 

very definitely that she was in love with Erik and he was in l ove with her, and 

that he had helped her a great deal and she would stand by him now. This cleared 

up Erik's position in the company at last, and now we know wh ere we stand. We 

didn 91 know why he was giving so many orders before, but now t hat we know what is 

what there won't be so much trouble. And he will stop tryin g so hard to assert 

himself so that our statement did have some results* 

"The most stormy part of the meeting was when Martha said tha t she knew who 

was behind this, and she named Sasha and Duggy. She said Yur iko and Ethel were 

more mature. Right away we saw that she was trying to divide the group so I got 

up and I said that the entire company got together and wrote the statement* Martha 

then said that she wasn't exactly accusing them. Ethel go t up and defended Duggy, 

and everyone of the company let Martha know in one way or ano ther that we were all 
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behind the statement. Saeha said that he was an individua l and he had the right 

to his opinions | and Martha said that she believed this to o and that was why she 

picked dancers with strong characters for the company. Bu t she still felt that 

the statement was premature. I said that we only wrote the sta tement because \m 

were plaoed In such a difficult position and we wanted clar ification. 

"The the heat of the emotions cooled down and both sides bega n to make con-

cessions. We said that we had not known Martha's side of the story before and 

perhaps we had been a bit hasty. She wanted us to say that we w ere in the wrong, 

but we would make no apology like that because we thought w e did the right thing, 

and it was good democratic process. Martha was then worried about our attitude 

toward Erik. Duggy defended herself and said that she was a c ertain type of person 

and if Erik had complaints about her to tell her right ther e. Erik hemmed and 

hawed and it finally came out that he was hurt because non e of the company said 

hello to him when he oaae In. We politely held in our laughter , but we realized 

that these little things meant a lot to him because he was s o insecure about him-

self and he was trying to force us to recognize him as a co-bo ss in the company 

when we didn't know what his status was. We felt sure that thi ngs would improve. 

Then Erik said that he was Impatient and getting old (45) so that perhaps he 

handled the incident a little hastily, but as far as the und erlying issue was con-

cerned Miss Lord was in the wrong. We let it go at that be cause we knew that there 

were two sides to the story. By this time Martha had cooled  off and she said there 

would be another meeting next Wednesday evening, but it pr obably will be an anti-

climax. Although we didn't admit anything, I think that it cleared a lot of things 

up and she may later respect us for having the guts to stand u p to her as this has 

never been done before. Or else she may try to worm out of us individually who was 

behind the rebellion movement. That Is why it is Important for the company members 

to stick together and we are going to get together to discu ss this further among 
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ourselves. It was true that several of the company was a bit h ot-headed, but the 

main issue we had to present was not wrong and we don 11 feel guilty about it. 

Actually, it oleared a lot of things up because this morni ng, Erik was a lot 

more chummy and he confidentially told us that he had a lot of headaches in look-

ing after Martha, who could be tempermental at times. He nev er took us into his 

confidence on anything before, and I think that the meeti ng was a success. Ethel 

and I have to convince the group that they should not contin ue a bull headed 

attitude because this would be the time to make a little comp romise on some of 

the side issues so that Martha's ego will feel better. The g roup doesn't undexw 

stand that it was natural for Martha to react so angrily bec ause she was speechless 

to think that we had a position of our own and a lot of good  may come out of that. 

We are willing enough to take her word about what happened  on the inside scene re-

garding Gamille, but we hope that this will be the last time they will have trouble 

with a company  manager.  If some of the reforms about procedures which Oamille 

instituted continue, we will be happy. Oamille is not able t o faoe things out 

here so she is going to leave the oity. She has a sort of nervou s breakdown, but 

she is not so hysterical about things now. The funny thing is that both Oamille 

and Martha tried to win us over, and it does look like we are p laying both sides 

but the truth is that we were with the group in wanting somet hing done about the 

studio mess. I guess it is possible for a group of dancers t o act together> this 

is not done very often because of so much individuality. I  hope that none of the 

group betrays the others Just to get in good with Martha as t hat will lose «11 that 

we have gained. Even though Martha was so angry she did think a  lot of things 

oould be done, and it was Just like in our recommendation s. We are willing to 

let her have the satisfaction of thinking that it comes f rom her because we didn't 

expect that she would give in to our demands. We Just wanted he r confidence too." 
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In my conference with my new faculty adviser, Miss Gannon, I asked if I could 

take the special Institute course given by the school ne xt quarter for advanced 

workers in the cultural area and this was approved. But I didn 't think to find 

if I would be able to get my full GX subsistence  if I broke up  ray  next quarter 

program in that way. I couldn't do it unless I continued to ge t that $90 a month 

until I get out in March. I also was told by Miss Cannon that I have received 

mostly an equivalent of A in the majority of my courses, and t hat my only C equi-

valent was in case work last quarter. Prof. Klein made some c omplimentary notes 

about me which surprised me, and Dr. Lindeman had high prai se for my  work.  In 

one of the classes the comment was made that I was the only s tudent doing graduate 

school level of work. It seems that they give these grades se cretly, and the most 

vague courses are the ones which are graded the most subjec tively. The ease work 

comment was that I had a keen intellectual grasp of the psyche-analytical concepts 

but that I blocked in the applieation of them in the class r eports on cases. That 

means that I didn't interpret them in the way in which the ins tructor thought I 

should. I guess she should know as Miss Hamilton is one of the leading authorities 

on case work in the country. In one of the courses which I am sure I dicta't know 

what was going on, I got an A.  That 1 s  because I kept quiet and just looked like X 

agreed to everything. It doesn't make sense. I did my best w ork in the courses 

related to cultural concepts in casework, and that mor e or less follows and con-

firms my interest. Prom this point of  view,  Heyman did me a favor and maybe I was 

lucky to get out of Psychiatric Institute. I an convinced  that the easiest way to 

get out of that school is just to keep quiet and not expre ss any opinions which 

do not coincide with the instructors who cannot take it. It  works both ways be« 

cause Prof. Klein said many things about which I disagreed  with strongly and yet 

he didn't penalise me for it. It eased my ego when Miss Cann on said that the 

school thinks highly of  me.  All of the instructors seem to be very much inter-

ested in my thesis. Miss Cannon said that she was on some Welfa re Council 
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studying the Puerto Rleans and perhaps  my thesis would give them some ideas on 

how to get the migrating Puerto Rioans resettled over the c ountry rather than 

live in the worst slums of NYC. I suggested they set up Hos tels and actively 

get Jobs through public and private agencies like In the case of the Nisei, and 

give social workers connected with social agencies a goo d orientation on the 

cultural background of the groups in order to understand the n better. It  Ian*  t 

right to label the group as the "Puerto Rloan Problem" an d let it go at that. 

Miss Cannon is an elderly woman and I understand that she re tired from the school 

once. She seems to have very progressive ideas and is right up on current social 

action activities. She even wears one of those "New Look" dre sses! M(y thesis 

hasn't been typed yetj it won't be finished until the end of t he month. I*d 

like to get a copy sent off to UC as Dorothy will be wondering ju st what I did, 

and she might get a wrong impression of my thesis. I still thin k it was very 

poorly organized and hastily written. All I am thinking a bout right now is to get 

the hell out of school with a degree and get located in a job in  which I will be 

interested. I'm tired of hibernating within the protecting confines of an academic 

institution, I think It will be better for me, I know that I' ll never realise 

any kind of security by Just going to school. After a time it gets to be just 

an exouse to escape the realities of life, 

I wrote to Reverend Katsumoto to initiate planning for Mrs, M. Yuriko hasn't 

been able to do much about making plans in regard to resettl ement in California, 

and I hardly blame her as it is such a difficult problem, I  suppose her own feel* 

ings enter into it and she may think that this is rejectio n. At the same time, 

she realises that it won 11 do either  Mrs,  M or us «my good to have her live with 

us. Caught between these two dilemmas, she can't move in pl anning. It is a bit 

too much to ask, but we can't wait until the last minute ei ther hoping that a plan 

will work out by itself, I don't know if  Rev,  Matsumoto will be able to help but 

he may take an interest and find some missionary who would off er a protecting 
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environment for Mrs. M. She would be able to adjust to this s ort of situation, 

and she inhibits her other dominating impulses more strong ly outside of personal 

family relationships. In the back of my  mind,  I am hoping that a contact like 

this will eventually lead to some sort of plan whereby  Mrs,  M could return to 

Japan, She would be very good in working in a children's ho spital or something 

of that sort which would provide positive releases to her m ore controlling charac-

teristics when dealing with people. Rev, Matsumoto is th e one who wrote that bock 

"A brother is a stranger" and maybe I should read some of it whe n I go to see him! 

Mrs, M is still young enough to be self supporting, but she n eeds to be doing 

something which will give her tho will and the desire to st art a new life at her 

age. This will be one of the most difficult adjustments f or her to make as her 

mental frame of mind right now is Just to withdraw and become c ompletely inde-

pendent, I stand in the way as far as Yuriko is concerned in Mr s.  M* s  plannings, 

and that Is why  Mrs.  M would like to get me out of the picture. It is a far more 

difficult situation for Yuriko to handle than me but she is doing very well at it. 

Mrs, M has been independent all of her life, and it did take a lot of self con-

fidence out of her to be  suddenly stripped  of everything. There is undoubtedly an 

underlying faotor of personality  weakness,  but I don't know if that is culturally 

conditioned or more basic. It isn't important as far as fut ure planning is con-

cerned, because Mrs, M can be very charming when she wants to be and our problem 

is to find an environment in which she may be able to devel op the quickest in. She 

still needs to strip some of her fears from her thinking, and that is why Dr. R 

feels it will take a little more time. It may be that she will  withdraw even 

further when the reality of going outside of the hospita l draws near, but it looks 

like she has pretty well gotten over the Incidents which pr ecipitated her depressive 

reaction. It is fortunate that Dr. R has taken such an active  interest in the case 

and that there is a consideration of all the social situa tion involved. Most 
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psychiatrists veuldn't bother to look beyond the patient and focus all planning 

fro« that point instead of considering all other persons w ho might be involved. 

Rev, M may feel that this is too much of a problem for him and decline to take 

an interest and then we will have to explore something else. 

N 
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Rev. Torn Mateumoto 

rt/o Dr. Luman Shafer 

Board of Foreign Missions 

of Reformed Church of America 

156 Fifth Avenue 

NYC 10, New York 

Ret Mrs. Chiyo Mitsuhashl oonfldentf̂ l 

Dear Reverend Matsumotot 

Dr. Rabblnowitz, a psychiatrist on the staff of Pilgrim 

State Hospital, Brentwood NY (Long Island), has asked me to contact you in ret 

to Mrs. Chiyo Mitsuhashl, a patient. It is my understanding t hat Dr. Gordon 

Chapman has become interested in the case, and he suggest ed that you might have 

some information which would be helpful for the post-disc harge planning  of  the 

patient. The hospital feels that special planning is neces sary because of 

Mrs. Mitsuhashl's present status, but Dr. Rabblnowitz fe lt that direct contact 

would not be made with you until the exact discharge date b ecame a bit clearer. 

Dr. Rabblnowitz suggested that I contact you in the hopes tha t some preliminary 

explorations of possibilities could be worked out with y ou. 

The patient is my mother-in-law and there are certain 

circumstances which makes future adjustments a bit diffi cult. We hope to work 

out a sound social service plan for the patient when the time comes, and I 

would like to briefly outline the nature of the situation in the hopes that you 

might be able to assist in planning. I realize that it Is rat her presumptious 

of me to Initiate a request of this nature, but I am in hopes tha t Dr. Chapman 

has already seen you about this matter. 

Briefly, Mrs* Mitsuhashl was hospitalized last July 

following a severe nervous breakdown with depressive compl ications. This was 
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the termination of a series of difficulties with her husband , who ran off with 

a younger Nisei girl and married yer. It turned out later t hat Mrs. Mitsuhashi 

had never been legally married to Mr. Mitsuhashi as she wa s under the impression 

that the marriage application constituted a legal marri age. The separation was 

a severe blow to her, and she felt that she had lost "face." She became extremely-

nervous and depressed, finally attempted suicide. Since t hen she has been 

under observation at the hospital and the psychiatrists n ow feel that her 

period of depression was precipitated by excessive worryi ng, and she may be 

ready for discharge shortly. 

Mrs. Mitsuhashi's only relative in this country is 

a daughter, Yuriko Amemlya, now  ray  wife. She has very little financial resources, 

and there is a language handicap In planning employment p ossibilities. My wife 

and I are in no position to help, and due to other complicated factors the 

psychiatrist felt that it would not be practical for Mrs. Mitsuhashi to live 

with us, Mrs. Mitsuhashi would like to return to California, but we have not 

been able to work out anything so far. Dr. Rabbinowitz felt that one of the 

plans which could be explored was to find Mrs. Mitsuhashi s ome sort of a domestic 

job In a minister's heme. Mrs. Mitsuhashi has some feelings about going to 

a Japanese community because she doesn't wish to face her f riends. In NYC, there 

is no Japanese community  anyway,  and it would be desirable if she could be 

located in a home where she could express herself. The psy chiatrist has pointed 

out that Mrs. Mitsuhashi is an extremely intelligent woman , and it would be 

desirable if she could find an environment where she would b e able to express 

herself occasionally in order to strengthen her self confid ence, which was 

damaged so traumatloally at the time of her husband's des ertion. Mrs. Mitsuhashi 

is about 53 years old. 

My reason for contacting you at this point is to initiate 

exploration of the possibility for Mrs. M. to work in some m inister' s horns, one 

who has been in Japan and could speak the language. Dr. Rabbi nowitz and Dr. flhar—w 
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felt that you might be willing to assist in this problem th rough your connections 

with the Board of Foreign Missions since I would not know how to locate such a 

resource« I realize that this is asking a lot of you, and yo u may not be interested. 

However, if you think that you might be interested in furthe r 

discussing this matter, I would be glad to come and see you, I am doing graduate 

work at the NT School of Social work, Columbia, right now bu t I could see you any 

Thursday afternoon. I do not know if you are here in the cit y or not. I am doing 

my field work at the International Institute right now, a nd I am in the 99 Park , 

Avenue office on  Monday,  Wednesday, and Friday and you could phone me there, I 

believe that I would be able to explain the entire situati on more clearly through 

an interview discussion as there are certain limitations to telescoping all of the 
I 

important things within the framework of a letter of this sort. 

I trust that I will hear from you shortly regarding your 

decision to explore or not explore this situation further . Thank you kindly. 

Very truly yours, 

Charles Kikuchi 

I believe I met you once in 1941 in San Francisco when I was  doing some sort of 

Study on the Nisei in the labor market for the United States Employment Service. 
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I had a busy day at field vork and I didn'1 get home until aft er 7:40. 

An old Italian man came in today about getting help in legali zing his status in 

this country. He slipped into the U.S. illegally in 1924, a nd now he expects me 

to get him citizenship in a matter of days. It was a sad mess , and the man was 

so excitable that he was demanding and threatening all  over the place. He just 

couldn 11 listen to any logic, and he had the idea that money talks s o he wanted 

me to go to the Immigration service and bribe the "Inspector. " I told him that 

we couldn 11 do business on his terms and he was just about ready to  jump at my * 

throat. He will think it over until next week to deoide if he wants to try and 

legalize his status through registry. It will be possib le since he has American 

born children and a son served in the Army. The man seemed t o border on psycho-

pathic behavior and he had a terrific persecutionist com plex. I am glad that we 

had the experience of living over the  Longobodi' s  while in the Village as I got 

used to the loud behavior of the southern Italian. Mr. Guagli ano, however, has 

personality troubles on top of that. His wife is a mental ca se and she has re-

fused to sleep with him since 1929. She lives in the kitchen and has her meals 

alone. She came here illegally also # and she may be deported. It was quite a 

session. Mr. G is so tight that he rents out his house in Quee ns and forces his 

large family to live in a small three room apartment here i n town, and hie children 

all have to go out and work and give him the money.  It 9 s  a wonder that they 

haven't rebelled. 

My evening interview with Zinck was interesting. e final ly told me how 

he felt about being here in America. He thought that it wa s all propaganda about 

the Jews being killed in Germany, and he was sure that the Ge rmans never burned 

anyone alive. He said that if it happened, he was just not aware of it. His 

identification with Germany was quite marked, and he felt that any threat against 

Germany was a personal threat at him. Since I had some expe rience with  Kibei,  I 

was able to deal with this problem and try to get him to unders tand that is was 
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not that way, Zinok has a strong confidence in  me,  and he is pretty adaptable so 

I think he will come around in tine. I don 11 know about his feelings towards Jews» 

but I am getting him interested in a refugee English class s o that he can meet 

Jewish people and get to know them. I feel that I have done m y most successful 

work with Zinok while at the agency so far because we have d ealt with many subtle 

problems related to attitudes. I try to discuss these things on a practical level 

with his rather than Interpret as a personality problem and dig for hidden motives 

related to mother love or something.like that. My superviso r mentioned that I was 

doing a very good case work job with Zinok so I guess she do esn 11 mind if I don 11 

sychoanalytic orient myself excessively. It certainly is i nteresting to work with 

so many foreign born people, and It is surprising how many of them have learned 

English. 

As soon as we finished dinner, we started to dean the house. There was so 

much heat that the water turned to steam and for a while we th ought there would be 

an explosion. Rosha got so frightened that she ran out of th e house. SI Nydorf 

dropped in to ask us to go over to his place to listen to some  Library of Congress 

recordings of folk music. 



3072 . 

18 November 1947, Saturday 

Last night we went over to visit Si and Elsie, and we didn 11 get home until 

after 3»00. We never did get to the party upstairs where mov ies were being shown* 

Si and Elsie are artists, but very interested in polities rig ht now. He works with 

the PC A, and he feels that it is very important for liberals to get together to 

stop the blind rush toward another war. Many of the things h e said indicated 

that he followed the Communist party  line.  He may be  a member for all we know, 

but that doesn't affect our interest in them. They are an e ntertaining couple, 

and the hours just sped by, Ve listened to a lot of recording s, talked about art, 

and politics, and generally got acquainted. Si told us all about his work with 

the OSS in India, Elsie was with him, and they got married aft er they returned. 

Both were interested in native cultures and they got so ups et when  GI* s  referred 

to natives as gooks and acted so superior to them. They br ought a lot of Indian 

art pieces and paintings back with them, and we spent a lot o f time in admiring 

these pieces. Their story about the life with OSS was not ex actly a cloak and 

dagger story, but interesting because there was such an ab sence of war talk. It 

seems that they got the most out of studying the various cul tures which they ran 

across, and they collected many ideas for future painting . They think that the 

lamps I made cure quite artistic too! Both are of Jewish desc ent, but they have 

very little consciousness of that. They are interested i n minorities and they 

feel that they can be more effective by working with large or ganizations like PGA 

instead of Jewish organisations exclusively. They said that this type of be* 

havior was severely criticised by the more in-group Jews, Ju st like in the ease 

of the Nisei, 

We got up at lit00 and we have been working on our party plan s ever since, 

Yuriko is now taking a bath in order to sooth her bones and I s hall jump in soon. 

Out guests should start arriving soon, but it will be too bad if I am in the bath. 

The one good thing about Yuriko is that she doesn't get all ne rvous when we have 

company. She gets a lot of excitement out of preparing for g uests, but it doesn't 
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affeot her disposition. We did so many things today. Shopp ing took a great 

deal of time. We walked down to the Safeway Store and purch ased great amounts 

of refreshments. We bought a large tongue, which I cooke d up as Yuriko is afraid 

to look at it in the raw! It will be sliced up for  f ^OI sandwiches. We bought 

a couple of pounds of potato chips, candy, cheeses, and so forth. In all we 

spent about $26 for this party, but we feel that we don't of ten give them so it 

is worth while. It is also an incentive to get our apartment i n shape. Yuriko 

bought some beautiful lamp shades which are quite becoming o n the lamp bases, and 

we figure that we sajred money by making the most expensi ve part of the lamps. 

We had to clean house, polish stuff, and so many things. I h ope that it is a 

successful party because we certainly did a lot of work on it. 
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Our social party lasted until about  3t 30  so we figured that everyone had 

a good time. Not everyone came, but our 16 guests pretty well filled the place. 

Bob Johns bought a bottle and Clara also contributed one so we managed to have 

sufficient liquid refreshments. The only one who passed ou t was Yuriko, but it 

was deliberate. She waited until everyone was gone, and the n she pretended that 

she was asleep. So amidst a lot of giggling, I had to put her  to bed. This 

morning she said she knew exactly what was going on and she  was just pretending. 

I guess she was because she described everything exactly. N obody actually drank 

too much as they were mostly interested in eating, talking, and some of them played 

poker until two an.—a peny game. It was a good thing that we had an extra room 

for the poker players. It was a pretty varied groups so t hat no one subject domin-

ated the conversation. Ve had artists, writers, dancers, social workers, students, 

office workers, housewife, store owners and so forth. La M arr and Rhoda were the 

first to leave| they don't seem to fit into any kind of a gr oup and we can't figure 

then out. Rhoda is preparing for a road show now but Lamar sti ll hasn't gotten 

into acting. They like living together, but didn't mention anything about getting 

married. Clara and Clarley acted like old married couples a s they were so casual 

about each other, but I guess that it is due to their greater m aturity. Bob and 

Duggy are getting married this month so they were quite ohun ny and slipped into 

the bedroom to smooch when they thought nobody was look ing but I caught them. I 

wasn't able to give Yuriko so much attention as she was so busy running in and out 

preparing the refreshments, and I had to mix drinks. They a te everything up and 

we had prepared for 25 people so I guess they were hungry. W arren and Betty, 

Kenny and Kimi, Bob and Duggy, David and Rose, Clara and Cha rley, Lamar and Rhoda, 

Si and Elsie were the couples. Joe Oyama came alone as he doesn 't seem to take 

his wife out socially. About 2i00 ayem I got the  group not playing poker started 

on a hot discussion of socialism versus communism, and w e discussed everything from 

the Marshall Plan to the basis for cultural identificatio n in the process. It was 
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hot and heavy for a while as the two extreme left wing group s don 11 see eye to eye 

in their polities. We had so much heat literally that we ha d to throw all of the 

windows open! I had to remain neutral in the political disc ussion since we have 

friends on both sides, but everyonoe in a while I would ask something which got 

them started all over again. When Clara left, she said that all of the debate 

seemed to be centered around trying to win me over, and that she was wise to what 

I was doing. Ohalry put up the most Intelligent point of vi ew as Si and Elsie got 

too exeited about their beliefs. Bob John 1 e solution to world problems was to put 

everything into the hands of reactionary capitalism. The c apitalists of the group 

(glove factory, grocery store, and leather goods store own ers) were too busy trying 

to win all the pennies in the poker game to be much Intereste d in politics. Yuriko 

was so happy that everyone was having such a good time, and sh e was a scintillating 

hostess all evening until she "passed out" on me. I made sure that everyone 

noticed the lamps I made by turning all the lights on even th ough it ran up the 

electric billJ Even though we gave the party, we with our biased viewpoint believe 

that it was the most interesting party we have been in for a long time. Natcht May-

be we will have another party in six  months,  we can 11 afford them too often. 

We got up about  lit 00  and rushed over to Si 1 s  and Elsie for brunch, and we 

didn't get back home until about 5:SO. The day just flew by. We  got so interested 

in talking about art, the philosophy for one's career, the future of the human race 

and related subjects that it was dark before we realized it.  Si was telling us all 

about his conflict in drawing what he pleased as against be ing a commercial artist. 

He has partially resolved that temporarily by making a li ving as a commercial ar-

tist and spending a great deal of time in social action by work ing with PCA. He 

and Yuriko got into a long, serious, and involved discussi on about how best to ex-

press one's feeding rhough art, what is art, and so forth . It was interesting for 

me as Si brought out a lot of books on different artists and I got a liberal edu-

cation. He and Yuriko seemed to share the common feeling wh ich creates so much 
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Internal turmoil among artists. We also discussed books an d borrowed some back 

and forth. We find that we are both very stimulated when we vi sit them, and they 

seem to find common interest with us as they have taken the initiative in devel-

oping the friendship. 

Joe Oyama made a comment hast night just before he left w hich made me feel so 

sorry for him. He said in a very envying way that we had such int eresting "hakujin" 

friends and he wished that he oould develop them, but that h is life was pretty well 

wrapped around the Nisei group now because of his groce ry business. He was so self 

reproaching that it almost made me laugh. I Just said that one's friends are found 

when there are mutual interests and it didn 11 have to follow any racial line either 

way, pro or con. But, Joe complained that Nisei were still so clannish, and it 

was refreshing to him to attend a party when the entire conv ersation was not around 

the "Nisei problem." He hoped that his son would not grow up in that sort of en-

vironment. There must be a lot of self-expression repres sed in Joe as he just 

cannot find the right medium to free himself so that he is unh appy in his grocery 

business, which gives him a good living but little other sati sfaction. One ob-

servation which he made was rather interesting! "You  know,  Charlie, most of the 

Caucasians I know are Interested in me only because they are interested in the 

Nisei group,  while  your Caucasian friends seem to be interested in you beca use you 

are Charlie and Yuriko." I thought that was a nice complime nt. It reminded me 

that integration is really quite a subtle path, and it has to be tread naturally 

and not forced or one will get lost and confused. We have the nucleus of a very 

nice friendship group now, and we should take time to deve lop it, but we always 

seem to be so busy with other activities of daily living. I t 1» only when I hear 

comments like what Joe made which reminds me how fortunate w e are to have friends 

in such a huge impersonal city like this. 
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I was busy discussing student plans with  ray  Hungarian client and listening 

to the tearful story of a weeping Russian Jewish lady toda y. Mrs. S had such 

a gruesome  story to relate about the persecution which her sister w ent through 

in Italy. She hates the Germans so much that she gets almo st hysterical when 

she thinks about them, and she would personally like to kil l every one of them. 

Some of the things which she described were so brutal that i t was hard to believe, 

but nobody can create those stories out of thin air. I don*t th ink my German 

client would believe what  Mrs.  S had to say. Her nephew was taken by the Nasis 

and the last her sister heard was that he was shot through th e head. He was only 

15. The niece was taken away from the mother, and she doesn't know where she is. 

The mother had a nervous breakdown after the war was over. Now Mrs.  S wants to 

go to Austria and bring her sister back with her, and she wan ts me to help in 

getting the application through. She said that these th ings just filled her with 

emotions and she was never able to talk to her husband about it. She was such a 

polite, cultured, attractive woman that I dismissed thro ughts about objective case 

work techniques and I was very sympathetic to her! Of course, it won't appear 

this way in the case record when I record it as I have to "t hink of my school evalu-

ation! I think that I am learning so much in this field work p lacement and I 

find it very stimulating. Maybe I just feel that right now  as Yuriko just pranced 

in here stark naked and did a funny dance. She is trying to ma ke me go to bed. 

I cooked atew tonight, and it was after nine before I got started on anything. I 

still have a paper to write for class and some case recordi ng to catch up on. These 

days I find typing very trying, and I try to boil everything do wn to bare state-

ments. It must reflect in my diary  notes.  During the day I think of a lot of 

things I want to jot down, but when evening comes I am too t ired to do it. Maybe 

marriage has made me more settled as Yuriko says, but I no lon ger feel a burning 

desire to get things out of my mind by writing it down. Proba bly a better explana-

tion is that I talk more about these things to Yuriko and it see ms like repetition 
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to wrlta It. Going to school makes me feel that I am cheating my self because 

interests necessarily have to be more limited, and it is su ch an ivory tover 

existence. I Just don't like it and I will be so happy when I am through with 

my training. 

We got a telephone bill for $27.00 today and it makes us fur ious. ATUi> 

kept the phone in our name when we had requested the phone c ompany to take it 

out. Yuriko saw Duggy who told her that Allan is having hous ing problems again. 

It seems that the apartment was rented out to two friends as  the Ohtas were able 

to stay in the other house a while longer. Now  Mr.  Ohta needs more room to do 

his silk screening work so that Allan has been told by his moth er to get one of 

the fellows out of 168 so he can move in himself f  and he is in a dither about it. 

I can 11 feel sorry for him if he is such a mama 1 s  boy. We gave him the benefit 

of the doubt once, but now we are convinced that he is not bl ameless. He is 

getting to be too old to be tied to the umbilical cord of h is old dried up mama. 

I told Yuriko to give him hell about the phone business, bu t I guess she will be 

diplomatic as usual and do it in a nice way. He better not try to stick us with 

that phone bill or there will be fireworks. 
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The days are certainly flying past swiftly.  It» s  only a month and a few 

days before the quarter is over, and then I will be startin g on my last lap. A 

year ago about this time I was measuring the days in terms of  getting out of the 

Amy. I don 11 know why this should be so as I am enjoying every day and I do n11 

think that I am living entirely in terms of the future. Bu t I like to see some 

parth of progress ahead of me or else things would be mighty dull. Yuriko measures 

in terms of her approaching concerts and trous, so I guess e veryone has some frame 

of reference.  It 1 s  not as bad as for a man in the death cell waiting for th e 

electric chair. I suppose there are many people who have l ittle to look forward 

to and are Just waiting to leave this earth. It  «011  depends upon  one* s  philosophy. 

This morning we were talking about that before we got up. O f all things, we talked 

about art and philosophy) I was asking Yuriko how she looke d at her future, and 

what did her art mean to her. I was trying to find out if art we re synonymous with 

ego. Yuriko says that it is both, but  couldn*  t figure out the dividing line. I 

thought that ego expression became art when a lot of people reoognized it as such. 

My point was that many dancers Just were thinking of ego expression when they felt 

the need to put on concerts, but it was not directed specif ically at Yuriko as I 

meant it in general terms and that is how she interprete d it. She said that this 

was one of the things she was still struggling with. She felt t hat she had the 

essential talent, and the thing she was most concerned ab out was how to give it 

the best expression, what was the best medium—-through the G raham company or taking 

a chance and going on her own. There is always the financial f actor to consider, 

and this is the one big stumbling block for all dancers wheth er they have Just 

"ego" or talent. Yuriko said that the way she thinks now is t hat art can also be 

expressed commercially, and therefore, she will conside r a broadway engagement if 

the opportunity develops. As things are now she is unable to give full expression 

to her dancing because of the limited opportunities. From th is viewpoint, I felt 

that she should seriously consider the financial aspect s ince it was almost 
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prohibitive for her to be putting $500 into a concert once or tvioe a year for such 

meager returns, and that this did not imply that she did not h ave the talent to 

give to the public, My main point was that she could sho w more of her talent to 

the public by being in the Graham company right now, eve n though it was also limited 

in many  ways,  I  don*  t think I was as clear as this while explaining it to her« Ho w-

ever, she did say this evening that she was discussing the sa me topic with Duggy 

fluid Ethel today to get their viewpoints. They were more sure of their stand that 

one should suffer for their  art if there were no other medium of expression, I 

think it all depends upon how much personal security a da ncer has within herself. 

As they gain more experience, and if they have  talent,  it seems to me that they are 

more mature about these things. I know that Yuriko has a lot of talent, and it 

is too had that she can 11 find better mediums of expressing it but the cost to 

go on her own is prohibitive right  now.  As long as she has the self confidence 

in herself, it won 11 be too harmful to her. She certainly has more personal 

security right now than I have because I am still pondering about  my future and 

I have a vague base for it, without specific training in any thing outside of case-

work, which in itself is a pretty intangible thing and o pen to question in many 

respects• 

I worked on a paper all day and got it finished. Then did a bi g laundry, and 

we went to a movie this evening!  n Russian Ballerina 11 and "Red Head." 
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1 didn't leave the offloe until about 6s30 as I didn't wa nt  my recording to 

pile up too much. Thus far, I an able to keep up pretty much w ith the current work 

by remaining a little over each time. It's not that I am so mu ch in love with  my 

work, although there is a strong interest, but it makes it easier for me to do this. 

Most of the evenings I stay over, I am about the only one th ere. Miss Malkowsky 

stays over a lot, but I think that in her case there is a need w ithin her to identi-

fy closely with her work. She is about 40, I would say, very ca pable, but it is 

rather unfortunate that her entire life is bound up with th e Job. I have a theory 

that normal healthy individuals do not make the best of case workers because they 

have other interests outside of the agency, and to be employe d in almost any social 

agency one has to be almost a drudge. This isn't exaetly f air to social workers 

who give so much of themselves to other people, but there doe s seem to be a pre-

ponderance of frustrated single women in the profession a nd it can't exactly be a 

coincidence. I think that the more normal females get out aft er a few years toy 

settling down to marriage. I don't know what the solution is  for males as it has 

to be a career. I suppose a supervisory Job or something l ike that is an outlet 

since it means turning over the case work to the younger e ager beavers. Student 

case workers and beginning social workers have that in comm on—they are both  eager 

beaversJ 

One of the reasons why I don't mind remaining over, besides av oiding the sub-

way rush, is that Yuriko is rehearsing so many evenings. It is n't too interesting 

to come home and cook for myself. Having Yuriko at the tabl e is part of the meal 

as it stimulates the glands or something, and this in turn c reates a relaxed mental 

attitude, and the digestive Juices naturally flow smoother ! But when I eat by my-

self, it has no purpose and the meal isn 11 stimulating. I am just as hungry, but 

the things I cook for myself are not so exciting. There's n o point in admiring my 

own cooking. That's why I Just eat left-overs. Tonight, for example, I Just ate 

some old chop suey, poured tea over rice, ate a couple of coo kies and a bar of candy. 
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It  wasn'  t a very balanced diet, and Yuriko always gives me a elose cross examin-

ation to find out what I eat when she is nit here so that she  can chastise me for 

neglecting to eat something good. She says that she does n't enjoy her meal out 

if she has the thought in her mindi "Charlie is home eating som e dried up food." 

We are getting terrific steam in the apartment nowj the new Janitor seems 

to be most conscientious. I had to throw all of the windows open for a while as 

this place was like a hothouse. It was 80 degrees in her} o utside it is about 

40 or less, I hope that the steam comes up on real cold days . 

I was busy at the office trying to catch up with "paper work." O nly had one 

interview today, but it was enough. It was my Italian fri end, Guagliano, who 

threatened me all over the place as usual. He has ants in hi s pants about get-

ting his citisenship. Re is Americanised enough* he wants m e to go bribe the 

Immigration Offioe for a consideration, and he can't under stand why I turn him 

down. It's not that he wants to be an American so much} it's Ju st that he loves 

his bankroll and be figures that if he got citisenship he woul d be able to protect 

it better. His children have a hell of a time parting him fro m any of his money. 

For a laborer, he must be considred an American success stor y as he has a home 

and several thousand in the bank, —plus a mentally ill wife , and a nasty die-

position himself. He is very authoritarian in his home and it is difficult for 

him to curb this attitude while in the office, but I handle hi m gently and firmly 

and he is slowly getting more reasonable. 

On the whole, I think that the I.I. does a pretty good Job  with the people 

who request service because the case worker» don't spend al l of their time trying 

to force a personality problem out of every case when it woul d be simpler to solve 

things bf manipulating the environment a little. I think tha t the clients get 

terrific service from  us)  they would have to pay huge fees to lawyers for the same 

service. When they present an emotional problem, we deal with it but we don't try 

to look for seme artificially Just to pad up the case recor ds for supervisors. Miss 
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Siebold is pretty good in understanding these things. She w as saying today about 

the same thing. And she added that it was not necessary to fil l the record up with 

a lot of terminology as she knows when a worker does good wo rk, and it doesn't 

impress her one bit. It was Just the opposite at P.I. when w e had to fling psycho-

analytical terms all over the place, even at lunohtime. I a gree with Miss Siebold 

that too much of this is an indication that a caseworker is n ot well integrated 

so that it is used as a crutch. She is pretty frank with me an d we talk over any-

thing, and I am not worried that she is going to "casework" me to report everything 

to the school like other supervisors love to do out of their s adistic impulses. Miss 

Siebold's theory of supervising is that a student in field w ork is more secure when 

things are discussed frankly, whil the other school is tha t students should have 

hell soared out of them, make them suffer, that will do thorn  good, they learn better. 

Sometimes, the second approach works, but this weapon shou ld never be put into the 

hands of compulsive supervisors. Social work could be so in teresting in some set-

tings if one didn't have to consider these subjective haz ards so strongly. The 

supervisor has so much the advantage because they are never c onsidered to be in 

the wrong, very rarely anyway. I have been doing a lot of th inking about social 

work since going back to school and I am integrating my though ts about it. It's no 

use in going Into such a poorly paid profession blindly. I m ight as well get an 

idea of what I am letting myself In for before I get my firs t Job! I suspect that 

being on a Job has more satisfactions than being a student. 

My GI subsistence check for last month has not come in yetj I suppose I am 

going to have troubles with the V.A. I should write to Gener al Bradley and complain 

that it is a hardship. The Generals seem to take care of thems elves very well. 

Gen, Meyers is in the news now, and he is being investigated as quite a profiteer. 

I wonder what some of those servicemen who gave arms and le gs to the cause think of 

a situation like that? I think that all the profiteers out  of the war should have 

their money taken away to be given to disabled servicemen. I suppose that would 
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be called communism. 

Losts of stuff In papers about Princess Elisabeth getting married tomorrow. 

So phoney. But exploited people all over the world love to i dentify with royalty, 

it 1 s  a sop to the masses« Something like the Pope is to the cat holics« Symbol 

of decadence, I say« I'm being bitter right now! 
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Yuriko said that the company meeting last night was exciting in a way, but 

she wasn 11 sure Just how to interpret it. It was her opinion that Marth a said 

some very exciting things, but some of the group interprete d in a different way I 

"Not many of the company members were as willing to accept wh at Martha said at face 

value. They Judged from the past events, but I felt that Ma rtha was very sincere, 

and what she said gave me a thrill. She talked at first in ter ms of promotion of 

the school, and about some kind of a mysterious plan which wo uld bring it out of 

the hole. It sounded like it was going to be Just another of those meetings. 

We got cookies and cider, and I thought of it as a peace offe ring, and I expected 

Martha to start giving her story about the Erik-Camille fig ht once more. Instead, 

she didn 11 even mention it. Martha talked in terms of the future of modem dance, 

was it a technique or a personality? It made me really sit up when Martha talked 

in terms of a technique. She said that she was a bit disturb ed that some of the 

members were taking ballet lessons. She asked if we did not  think Modern Dance 

could stand on its own feet. Most of the company did not like t hat too much, as 

they felt that they were put on the spot. I thought that she h ad a very good point, 

Martha gave an inspiring talk about how we Bhould have faith in modern dance if we 

really believed in it, and that she would be happy if she dev eloped just one person 

who could carry on. She said that she was not interested in c arrying on her name, 

but that the form of modern dance was the more important th ing. In a way, she was 

saying that  it  wDUld be a part of her going on but I didn 11 resent that. I felt 

that Martha was very sincere, and that she has been thinki ng of the future of 

Modern Dance. She spoke about the need to develop a core for i t instead of build-

ing it around individualised personalities since it could n ot be carred on that 

way, and it would all be lost at retirement. She said a lot of th ings whiah I 

have been wondering about. The thing which Martha stress ed was that Modem Dance 

could not become a legend since it was an art form which had a lot to contribute. 

It really was a change in Martha to say these things and I am sure that she meant 
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them broadly. Some of the company members were not as conv inced as I. It was 

because they resented Martha saying that the burden of c arrying on Modern Dance 

was upon us young dancers. They did not feel prepared for tha t. I think it 

depends upon the confidenoe one has in herself. She said t hat she didn't want 

the group to think they had to carry on Martha Graham, but to  carry on a certain 

tradition for Modern Dance, and that was the part which thri lled me. Up to now, 

most of the modern dancers have only been interested in carry ing on their own names 

so that there was too much individuality and no cor for this dance form. It really 

was quite a change in Martha and I am sure she has been think ing about it for quite 

a while. She aotually talked in terms of us and not herself. The result of the 

last company meeting may have had something to do with it, but I think that Martha 

also has given thought to this matter for a long time. She ha s seen how other 

modem dancers retire and nothing is left of the dance fo rm. Naturally she is 

interested in the carrying on of her technique, but she spok e of it in terms of 

Modern Dance and as something bigger than herself. Since th e other company members 

were not too convinced of her sincerity, I just didn't say much to them afterwards. 

All of Martha's discussion was on very positive things so t hat our  • rebellion'  did 

have good results. She even talked about us developing •demo cratic 1 classes." 

Yuriko has been busily running around buying materials for h er costume, and 

the screen for her set. She is going to trust me with the build ing of the set after 

all, and it sounds like a very complicated job because it h as to look something 

like a spider web. I call it a womb. Her new dance has finally b een labeled 

"Tale of Seisure" and she says that Martha is very interested in it so I guess she 

has something good. It's not quite as deep as some of those ps ychological pieces 

which Martha does, but it has some aspects of stark drama in it. The idea of the 

dance is to portray the confusion which goes on within the me ntal area which fear 

overcomes it. The dance shows how there is a blind darting a round to the deepest 

recess of the mind (as represented by the set) until it rea ches fever pitch. Then 
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the external environment is touched through the dim con sciousness which is present 

throughout (represented by another object on the stage). This brings the mind back 

to reality, and there is a gradual subsiding of the intern al turmoil until a state 

of peaoe is reached. 

I don't think Yuriko is as nervous about the conoert this yea r as last. X 

thought she would get very tempermental, but she has been p retty good and she 

manages to carry on most of the normal activities of the hou sehold at the same 

time. I have to keep pressing her not to wait until the las t minutes to finish 

up things, and she has made a fair start in that direction. I t would be too hectic 

for her  if.  everything was done at the last minute. Her calmness this ye ar is in 

marked contrast to last year 1 s  tension, and that is due to her added experience 

and poise. I told her that she could get a little irritable t he last week before 

the conoert, but I don't think she will. It is on her mind tho ugh, and she gets 

absent minded once in a while because she is concentrating on her number, but it 

is only in minor things. Her concert is more important than  minor things like 

paying bills and so forthJ 

However, she took time out to buy material for a new winter coat. She tells 

everyone I am buying her a new coat. Here is the way it work s out in actuality. 

She works, and I make her save the money. Then I tell her she can buy her coat. 

She plans to get about a |100 coat. However, she doesn 11 see any she likes. She 

then decides to make it herself. Total cost will be about #50 , and she will have 

a UPO coat. After it is all finished, I get the credit for «bu ying" it! Now 

I call th t being really a good wife who would be so considera te of her husband's 

ego.' It takes a girl with a lot of inner security to do thin gs like that so I 

guess Yuriko finds marriage agreeable. She has developed s uch a terrific interest 

in the house, and I can't leave my dirty socks all over the plac e anymore as things 

have to be neater. She dusts and sweeps our rugs and makes up t he bed, washes the 
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breakfast dishes—all before she dashes off to the studio, I have been doing a 

lot of the cooking while she is so busy. 

Today was a very busy day for me, I decided that I should le t the instructor 

know I was in the class so I gave a very detailed analysis o f a case with all 

the psychoanalytical implications, and  Mrs,  Austin beamed and kept nodding her 

head at everything I said so I guess she figures I am get ting oriented now! The 

wilder  ray  interpretations were, the more seriously the class took i t, I really 

believed that the case could have been interpreted on a simp le environmental basis, 

but that is not enough for students in training. After cla ss, I met Leilani and 

we had a sexy discussion for a while and she managed to tell m e that there was a 

big blowup at Psychiatric Institute. It seems that Bob Sla vson walked out on Heyman, 

and he refuses to go back there. Mrs. Austin is carrying on so me sort of quiet 

Investigation, and I didn't get the details of the whole th ing as Leilani didn't 

want to be overheard. I got very curious and hunted up Bl anche and Mary  Ann,  but 

they were mum about it and I couldn't get a thing out of them . Mary Ann is one of 

Heyman's ass kissing stooges so it was useless to ask her a nd Blanche dldn 11 dare 

say anything in front of her. It made me feel good that I got ou t of that place 

into a much better placement, 

I dashed home, ate a light lunch and then went up to the Bur eau of Applied 

Social Research with some of my diaries as Dr, Merton wanted to glance through a 

couple. It almost broke my back to carry three or four of the vo lumes. My appoint-

ment with Rev, Matsumoto was not until late afternoon so I sa untered up the old 

Indian path, Broadway, from 58th all the way to 120th. The n I walked around the 

Columbia campus for a while. Matsumoto was on time. He wa s a stocky, heavy set, 

individual with an air of kindness about it. We went into the Theological School 

chapel and I told him about Mrs* M and we discussed some pros pective plans* He 

was very interested and thought that he could do somethin g. He said that he would 

be willing to take her in, but his apartment was too small as he has two children* 
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However, he felt that he knew a couple of missionary couples w ho might be in-

terested and he will make his contacts and see what he can d o* I told him that 

salary was not the main consideration since it was more i mportant that Mrs. M 

had an atmosphere where she could feel some degree of sea urity. Matsumoto said 

that one of the missionary  couples were  thinking of returning to Japan eventually, 

and maybe they could take Mrs. M with them. We had thought ab out this in the back 

of our minds, but had not done any serious thinking about it . I told Matsumoto 

not to mention that I was initiating this plan with him as she m ight resent it. 

He said that he would try to go up and see Mrs. M soon. If plan s for a domestic 

job do not work out, we will Investigate the California p ossibilities more fully. 

Matsumoto seemed to have a fine understanding of our posit ion, and I recalled 

later that he had considerable trouble with his own relati ves which he wrote up 

in the book, "A Brother is a Stranger." It was his belief th at Mrs. M was moti-

vated by the concept of saving face and he told me how stron g this feeling was 

In Japan, how people would even commit hará kiri in order no t to lose face. It 

was something which western people find difficult to under stand. He felt that 

Mrs.  M1 s  method of attempted suicide was symbolical of hará kiri . I described 

all of  Mrs.  M1 s  strengths positively, and felt that she could make very go od ad-

justments if it were not in a setting connected with us, and I u sed most of the 

psychiatrist's interpretation in this. 

After I lfet Matsumoto I strolled down to Joe  Oyama' s  store to buy a couple 

of things since we patronise him so infrequently. Joe appar ently has some sort 

of rivalry feud with Saye, and he was happy that he came to our part and she didn 11. 

It was nothing deliberate on our part, but it does get under Jo e's skin when Saye 

stresses all the Important people she knows. Saye came into the store with 

Yoshle Hlblno while I was there. She is still living at the s ame place, and she 

and George are the supers of the building now. I guess it w as just a lot of talk 

when she spoke of plans to move to the country «aid buy a hom e. I was very surprised 
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to see Yonhie, She 1b in NYC permanently  now,  and she is not married yet so 

we must have gotten some wrong reports« She said that she wa s teaching la a 

nursury school, and preparing for a contest for a scholars hip to Julliard School 

of Music. She and Saye think that Brooklyn is so far away fr om everything, and 

the inference was that life could only be experienced by li ving around 110th 

and Broadway. I  don* t  know why people think that Brooklyn is so far away, and 

this includes most  Manhattan!tea •  Eddie also came into the store and he said 

the same thing, "Gosh, there are no Nihonjin over there. It 's bad enough around 

here where I don't see any for sometimes a week," Then he beg an to talk about 

California, and it certainly was reminiscent of Chicago Nisei. He kept saying 

"Remember good old Calif.,,We sure had good times in S.F., h uh?...Do you miss 

California weather, huh?•••Are you going back to Frisco, h uh?•••Sure miss the 

old Tama to Garage gang, huh? •••Do you get lonesome for the g ood old days in S.F, 

Nihonmaohi (Japanese town) huh?" This was about the full ext ent of our conversa-

tion, and I just didn't know what to say to him. He has no root s in NYC although 

he has been living here for about three years, I ran into hi m in Salt Lake once 

in 1945, and he had almost exactly the same sort of thin gs to say, I guess when 

a per8on has not adapted to a new environment easily, there is a tendency to talk 

in terms of the past, Eddie reminded me of the restless Nisei  of Chicago, He 

works in a lapidary, has a very limited outlook his world  is bounded by a small 

Nisei society of his own, he wishes for the security of a Japa nese town. The 

closest he can get to this past atmosphere is Joe 9s store. He said he shopped 

there often, ate mostly Japanese foods, I think he shops ther e Just as an excuse 

to see Nisei girls shopping there, Eddie has always been a so rt of maladjusted 

individual, and he never had roots even in San Francisc o, He worked in a Japanese 

garage for about $50 a  month,  spent most of the week on the Job, never had wide 

interests. He still follows the same pattern of living, on ly the setting is 

now a lapidary shop. He said he went mostly to Nisei sports e vents, and the few 
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socials which exist. I guess a person like him would have a ver y difficult time 

in integrating into a larger society, and he probably is bet ter off in his own 

private world among the Nisei. I would never have made this  concession while in 

Chicago, probably because I myself felt threatened by tende ncies toward redevelop» 

ment of a Nisei world apart from the rest of the community i n most things. I'm 

much more detached about it now and it doesn't make much diff erence, NIC is large 

enough for one to follow his own peculiar pattern of adjustme nts. On the whole, 

I now believe that the Nisei experiment of dispersal and i ntegration was very 

successful east of Denver, despite the great concentrati on in Chicago« It didn't 

solve the problem, but I think that the experiment has impor tant implications for 

other minorities which did not have a pushing hand behind t hem like the Nisei. 

Si asked us over tonight, but we have to go to some kind of "sh ower. 11 He 

invited us to drop over Wednesday evening as they will be givi ng a party and Elsie 

will cook rice curry or something which she learned in India.  We met the people 

who will take  si* s  apartment when he moves soon. He is a writer. This time Si 

is moving up to Queens and he is a bit worried he will never se e his friends as 

they resist so much even coming to Brooklyn. 
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The party we vent to last night was a different kind of a sho wer$ there 

were as many males as females present J It was given by Joan S kinner for Duggy 

and Bob  Johns,  There were about twenty people crowded into the small apart ment, 

mostly struggling young artists of various assortments. We listened to the re-

broadoast of the Elisabeth wedding in England, I thought it was comical and 

decadent, but Joan and Ethel got quite a vacarious thrill o ut of their fanatasy 

in identification with royalty, I guess Duggy and Bob were p leased too as it was 

so near to their wedding. They are leaving for Massachuset ts just before Thanks-

giving and they will be married in her  mother* s  church. We had been invited to 

go up with them for the wedding, but Yuriko will be too busy wi th the last minute 

preparations for her conaert, Bob said that next summer they were going to take 

one side of a barn in New Jersey and we could spend week-ends up  there with then, 

Judy Housekeeper and her husband take the other half. Sh e used to be one of the 

rocnmates in that apartment until she got married, and she and her husband came 

down from the country for this party. It was a mixture of the  Graham company 

girls and Joan*s friends so we met some new people, Joan was s o worried about 

bedbugs. She has been having a lot of trouble with these mon sters, and she paid 

an exterminator |70 to get rid of them, but it didn't do an y good. When Duggy 

moves out of the apartment, Natanya will go in with them, Shi rley something from 

Cleveland is the other girl. She comes from a rich family,  went to Bennington college 

in style, now is a struggling actress. She bossed Joan and D uggy around quite a 

bit as she hadn't gotten over having servants yet. Don and h is roommate were there 

and they gave the prospective marriage oouple some gadgets f or the kitchen. Most 

of the conversation was about art, dancing, the stage, marri age. Plenty of punch 

and refreshments to go along with it, Ethel showed off her  new $150 ooat which 

she only plans to wear cm special occasions of state, Allan O hta was there so 

Yuriko told him about the terrific telephone bill sent to u s. He said he would 

make Bill Hollander pay it. He was apologetic about the hou sing mess, but I wasn't 
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much Interested, We left about midnight as Yuriko was very ti red and I had to 

get up early this morning, 

I had a very busy day at field work, and I didn't get home un til after 7s00, 

In between, I carried on a running debate with Miss Martella , It started at lunch-

time when we discussed the place of religion in human life , and Miss Martella got 

very worked up over it and had to come to the defense of Roman Catholicism, It 

wasn't much use to try and talk about religion in general te rms as she is so emo-

tionally conditioned with her faith that she just couldn 't see any other. In the 

process she revealed that she was very closely tied to her mo ther. She said that 

Christianity was synonymous with democracy, and that Comm unism was the same of 

atheism. When I questioned that, she got very upset, said I believed in Russia, 

that I didn't like the Pope, Later in the afternoon, she poppe d her head In my 

office to tell me that she was too emotional about religion t o disouss it ration-

ally. I guess I baited her along quite a bit. Every lunch ho ur we seem to get 

started on some controversial subject, rarely about socia l work. It's very inter-

esting, and quite a learning process. Even though Glel sner is sort of authori-

tative In his comments, I learn a lot of European culture fro m him, 

I had a very diffioult case to handle todayt it was the old Greek man, Mr, 

Marcos, He had been very passive up to now, extremely depend ent upon me, but to-

day he became very aggressive and hostile, threw a hysteri cal fit and bawled all 

over the place that he was going to jimp in the river and end his life if I did 

not get his visa for him, I didn't quite know how to handl e the situation, and 

Mr, M was making these threats just to force the issue, I just had to tell him 

that he could very well do what he said, but I could not chan ge the immigration 

laws, I don't know if he will commit suicide or not, but he  seemed to be a very 

disturbed old man. He had never made adequate adjustments I n life, and he always 

ran from things. This time he might run straight to the gra ve, I felt for a while 

that if the man did kill himself, I would have a feeling of b eing responsible« 
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I discussed it with Miss Siebold and she said that I did the onl y thing I oould 

do and if the man was determined to kill himself he would do it r egardless of 

what I said. 

My other interview with the German boy was mild in compariso n. We got the 

approval from the State Department to permit his wife to Join him so that he was 

very happy. He showed me all the pictures of his wife, tha nked me endlessly for 

all the help I had given him in other things. It was one of the  "success"kind of 

oases so very pleasant, and I felt that a lot had been achie ved. He said that X 

was really his first good contact with America, and I had pro ven to him and the 

U.S. was not entirely hostile to newcomers to this countr y. He is now aotively 

attending English classes with a lot of Jewish refugees s o that I felt a lot had 

been accomplished as Walter arrived at all of these decisio ns by himself after we 

had disaussed them fully in the pest weeks. 

Ethel and Paul were supposed to come for dinner, but Just Et hel came as Paul 

had to meet a business friend from China. Ethel helped Yuriko cut the costume out 

afterwards, while I typed some of the studio cards out for her. The two of them 

talked at great length about studio politics, but I wasn't pa ying too much attention 

to what was said. It was something about Pearl's suggestion that one of the old 

oompany members be hired to  teach  the company the "old technique," at |10 per crack. 

Ethel and Yuriko believed that Pearl was so insistent about this matter because of 

her Jealousy of Yuriko teaching the group. Yuriko said sh e would rather not do 

the teaching of the company any more if Pearl felt so envi ous of it. Pearl has 

been in the company longer than anyone and it hurts her prid e that the group does 

not ask her to teach it. Ethel and Yuriko were opposed to th e new idea since it 

meant that they would have to pay $2 per week each to pay for t he "old Graham 

technique" and they only made about fl£ per week from the st udio themselves. They 

did not think it was fair for them to get only |4 for teachin g a class there, and 

then pay |10 for an outsider to come in and teach the oomp any. Since most of the 
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company is flat, they will try to outvote Pearl on a financia l basis, and propose 

that each company member take turns in teaching the group a s it will give them 

experience and no on person's feelings will be hurt. Ethe l said that Pearl is 

making a lot as an understudy on Broadway so she is better off than most of the 

girls. She wished that Pearl would sign a contract and defin itely go on Broadway 

instead of trying to get all the best parts in the company a nd working things only 

to her advantage regardless of whose toes she stepped on. 
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We got our electric bill yesterday and to our amazement it was only $4.90 

for the two months period. We know there is a mistake someplac e, but we are not 

going to complain about it. We had expected to pay at least | 20 since we cook with 

electricity. I hope that our bill continues to be this low p ermanently. In our 

other place, we paid a much higher eleotrio bill and we  didn* t  use as much juice 

as we do here.  It f  s  nice to get a break like this, and I hope that there will 

not be any complications as Edison Consolidated is rlah e nough to give us peer 

consumers a break onoe In a while. 

Yesterday we were so busy. Yuriko had to rush around getting h er costume 

ready for a fitting. Charlotte Towbridge said that she oould n11 come until today 

so we had to cancel the trip to the hospital. I did all of the food shopping, 

and later we went over to look for the lumber for the set. We me t Shirley 3. 

at the studio so we went to have coffee with her. Shirley sai d that about six 

of the girls were very upset that Yuriko did not teach all o f the professional 

classes, and she had been asked to proposition Yuriko if she would teach a private 

class for the group about once a week. Yuriko said she m ight be interested after 

her concert, but that it was a very touchy question as Martha might feel that her 

students were being stolen away. Shirley said that all of the girls would continue 

to take lessons at the Graham studio, but they also wanted Y uriko to give them in-

dividualised attention like she did during the June course . Yuriko is Interested 

because (l) it is added income (2) she can help the small cl ass along on an in-

dividuad basis (3) it would give her a chance to experiment with some dance forms 

she has in mind, and (4) it would give the girls a chance to deve lop more self 

confidence by doing some experimental forms of dancing on th eir own. In the 

Graham studio, they do not have this opportunity because t hey are so busy learn-

ing the fundamentals. Yuriko could get many of these pri vate classes, but she is 

too loyal to Martha to really steal away any of the school stu dents, and she feels 
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that this special class is on a little different basis and ad ditional to the 

fundamental thlnrs they are continuing to learn with th e school, 

Yuriko was going to work on her costume this evening, but Amy K ojima Sato 

Iwanabe and her husband looked her up at the studio so sh e brought them home for 

dinner.  Amy* s  mother knew my mother as they went to school together in J apan, but 

I have never met  Amy before. They remained until after two ay em. Amy used to 

dance in L.A. with Yuriko. She is now interested in dancing  again, and she has 

taken a Job with the China Doll night club to do a specialty  number.  She said that 

very little dancing was involved and she did not have a ver y high opinion of the 

night club. Most of the "Chinese" dancers there are Nisei girls as the Chinese 

families will not allow their daughters to exhibit in publ ic that way.* Amy quit 

dancing when she had her first husHand, but she got a rath er shy and dependent guy 

for a second husband so she has dragged him out here so she coul d follow her ambitions. 

She has a son. Her husband is a lens grinder and he had a goo d Job in Chicago until 

he quit about a month ago to come here. Nov he finds that it is difficult to get 

into the Union and he doesn 91 know how he will make out. Eventually, he hopes to 

get back to California. 

Amy and her husband are very conservative. They think inte r-marriage is dis-

gusting, that all socialists are low class people, that ocnm unists are ignorant 

workers, that few people measure up to their intelligence (except her brother who 

is editing a Nisei newspaper in Chicago), that Negroes are inferior (by impli-

cation), that most Nisei are inferior (by implication), tha t Jews are all in con-

trol of U.S. finances (by implication when she discussed a bout ownership of the 

China Doll), that Lee Mortimer is a swell guy and they bel ieve he was right in 

his attacks on Frank Sinatra and "Gentlemen 1 s  Agreement" (this was because Lee 

Mortimer owns half of China Doll and he took them out to night  olube, that we 

are superior Nisei in their class and worthy to associate w ith them (by impli-

cation and this was the worst they  hinted. 1).  Yuriko said afterwards that this 
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was the first time she realised Amy was so conservative abo ut everything« Ue got 

away from the discussion of Nisei by talking about psychosom atic medicine for a 

couple of hours.  Amy*  e husband didn f  t say very  much)  he just sat and looked hand-

some .  Yurlko said that she was glad that she didn 11 have an ornamental husband 

like that. Any is a social climber, I think. She is quite vain s Yuriko said that 

she had her nose operated upon so that it  wouldn'  t look so hooked and "Jewish." 

She must have a lot of insecurity, as she passes for "Chinese" now although it 

is supposed to be primarily because of her new Job as a Chine se dancer. Ve were 

very nioe to them, and afterwards we bent over backward s thinking of their best 

qualities as we didn 11 want to feel critical of them, but actually we have very 

little In common other than she knows Mariko and that we all h ave common ancestry. 

I guess I  shouldn'  t think so harshly about people, they are all human and maybe I 

have the same effect on other people. Our reaction to Any an d her husband was not 

because they were Nisei, but because of the way they were. 

Ve got up early this morning and rushed to Jean 1 s  studio so that we could work 

Yuriko 1 s  set. It  didn* t  take too long, and Yuriko said I was very artistic. She 

was giving me full appreciation so that I would feel happy a bout my carpentry work. 

This is one of Yuriko's best traits, she always expresses her feelings when a per-

son1 s  better qualities come out. I guess that is why everyone is  so willing to do 

things for her. Issmu is lending her an art object to ocnplet e the set, Ethel 

helps with the costume, Louie wrote the music when he never considered doing it 

for others, Martha gives suggestions for the dance, and C harlotte Trowbridge is 

here now designing the costume. Charlotte does all of Mar tha's costumes, and she 

illustrated a book on Martha once. She works for the Museum of Modern Art doing 

art work for circulating art exhibits. She has taken a sudden interest in Yuriko 

and she isn't charging much for the design. Right now she is h ere fitting Yuriko 

to see that it is just right. Helen was supposed to come for dinner, but she 

caught a cold while dancing with Nina last week. 
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It 1 a  been a cold, wet, miserable day and I think that there is an itch in my 

throat so I am worried that I might be catching a cold. Ve get too much heat in 

our apartment. In the office, it was very cold this morning s o that everybody looked 

gloomy. It must be the effect of coming back to work after  a weekend. Miss Siebold 

wasn't too pleasant in our conference, she was upset about t he Janitor not keeping 

the fire up. Mrs. Peck seemed to be disturbed about keeping  her records straight, 

Miss Martella was gloomy about her group work, Gleisne r and the other case workers 

were running all around the place. Gertrude was the most dis turbed. She  vels 

eating lunch alone when I went to her office to use the ph one so I asked her what 

the matter was, and she began to cry. She said that she has a ter rible feeling of 

anxiety because she doesn 11 know if she has cancer or not. One doctor told her 

that it was an ovarian cyst which might erupt in about five ye ars but there was 

nothing to worry about. She couldn't stop worrying so sh e went to another specialist. 

He has been unwilling to give her the truth, but he said that he would take some 

tests. Gertrude went down this morning to take the tests, bu t discovered that she 

didn't have the card so she had to go back in the afternoon. S he worried so much 

about it that she didn't come back to the office. Worrying is the most deadly part 

of cancer. There isn f t much known about it, and not many doctors are sure of its 

relationship to cysts. In most oases, it is not related to fibrous growth and other 

tumors, but there is the possibility. Then it can be malignan t or malign. One could 

get sick worrying about all of the possibilities. The best thing to do is to see a 

doctor and be sure. Gertrude said it took her a long time to get up the courage 

to go see a doctor because she was half afraid that it really mi ght be cancer. It 

would be a tough break for her if it were, but I think she is Ju st worrying herself 

unnecessarily by Imagining all osrts of things, I guess it would be difficult not 

to worry about these things. 

Miss Ooppins was also upset today, and she took it out on a lou d discourse on 

why men are not necessary to the world. She is a typical ol d maid,  very kind but 
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bonetimes full of frustrations vhioh she can't keep under c ontrol. She lives with 

her brother, and she is extremely critical of him because he is the personifi-

cation of the weak male being in her  mind.  She thinks that Kan is a sissy con-

pared to those of a hundred years ago, and she will not ad mit that maybe civili-

zation has softened up women too. She is very comical when she gives vent to these 

things, and I keep her pacified as there are a lot of things I want typed sometimes. 

In such a small agency as this, it is best to get along with  everyone. Sometimes, 

one gest taken advantage of. And it is hard to turn down "requests" which is often 

equivalent to an order. For example, I have been invited to a staff meeting set 

for noon tomorrow. Then Z was invited to another staff mee ting for earlier in the 

morning. Since it is not my field day, I wasn't too happy abou t accepting both 

invitations so I compromised and said that I could only co me to the later one, but 

would try to make the other. If I turn down both, it might affec t my rating for 

the work done in the agency and I have to keep that considerat ion in  mind,  I like 

this work, but not the idea of spending all of my time here a s I have other obli-

gations. But a student is in a fix, and I suppose any social worker in a snail 

agency would run up against the same thing often. 

I think I go home now as it has stopped raining a bit. Yuriko w on't be home 

until after 8:00 so I don't need to rush. It's only six  now,  but pitch black out-

side. 
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Yurlko  brought Charlie  Ueinburg home for dinner as he gave her a ride home 

last evening. I was cooking, and like a fussy housewife, I "scolded" Yurlko for 

bringing an unexpected guest home, Ve scurried around and m anaged to get enough 

together for the meal, I enjoyed my own cooking as usual, C harley said that Clara 

was busy on publicity drives right now. He offered to take  Yuriko 1 s  sets up to 

the theater on Saturday since he is taking several days off from work at his company. 

We will also have dinner over there—steak—-on Saturday and I will be the chef. I 

don* t  know if cooking is my avocation in life, but I seem to be do ing a lot of 

it these d a y s I can 11 help it if my cooking is tasty. These days I do a lot of 

experimenting on our little electrio range, Yuriko also doe s the same thing so 

that we never know what we are going to eat until the last mi nute. We seem to be 

getting an incidental reputation among our friends for be ing such good cooks. 

Charley has learned to make coffee since his marriage and t hat is his specialty. 

We made a "date" to go shopping for food Saturday morning5 I think that wives have 

have a pretty easy time in keeping house with all the moder n inventions and it is 

a cinch. Yurlko says that there is still having babies which is  women* s  work. 

All the girls think that Yuriko is so lucky because she ha s a husband who cooks, 

and they say that they are going to Insist that their mates h ave a similar quali-

fication, This makes Yuriko 1 s  head lift up proudly and she appreciates me more. 

She'd better, or I will bum things, I cooked dinner tonight t oo, and it was for 

company! 

Charley thinks that Yuriko should write a primer on danci ng beoaise her ex-

planation of dance techniques are so expressive and des criptive. She explains 

movements in terms of grilled sandwiches, reaching for ap ples, eating like a fish 

and so forth to her class, Charley, the practical business ma n is urgin Yurlko 

to go on her own In dancing. He says that she is at the point whe re the audience 

appreciate Martha 1 s  dance, but think that Yuriko Is remarkable« Martha has told 

Yuriko that she should not give any more joint concerts, bu t do it on her own as 
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she is developed to the point where she can carry an entire c oncert. That takes 

money, which we ain't got. After I get a Job and pay for the g roceries, Yuriko 

will be able to do more on her concerts if she wishes. I t old her that if we 

saved a small but steady amount each month, it would free u s to use the excess 

for such things as her dance progress. Charley agrees that she should not do it 

drastically, but gradually pull out of the company by havin g other engagements. 

He says that the time no longer exists for a person with t alent to be discovered 

without a lot of selling of the goods. After all of this a nalytical advice, Yuriko 

wrote Charley a note explaining to Clara where he was and then sent him heme. He 

has been married Just over a week so that he is letting Clara be  the boss for a 

while.* 

Yuriko remained up late to work on her costume, and she wouldn 't come to bed 

so I had to fall asleep by  myself.  I even took her picture to bed and talked to 

it in order to persuade her to come, but she said that it was n ot a fair offer to 

make it such a choice, and pointed out that if I had class wor k to do I would have 

to give it preference. There was no arguing that so I went to s leep by  myself.  It 

was so lonesome too. I got up about nine this morning, and we nt to fieldwork to 

attend two meetings. The first staff meeting was on statist ical methods in office 

and it was routine. However, there was a great deal of dis cussion of how to classify 

"nationality." I felt that it wasn't important and should n11 be asked any more than 

religion, but the others said it was an International Inst itute and usefule for 

publicity. We tried to define nationality and got all mixe d up in the European 

versus American interpretation. We couldn*t classify acc ording to racial origins 

so finally compromised and decided to base it on national  background. My point 

was that a native of Puerto Rico should be classified as Puer to Rican Instead of 

Negro, and a similar approach for a native of the British We st Indies. We all 

recognised that our final compromise was an arbitrary devi ce, and I think it is 

meaningless. 
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At noon, we had another staff meeting and had lunch together. Mr. Auerbaoh 

of the Common Council came over to give us some Interpretatio n of recent Immi-

gration and naturalisation laws, and how  DP« s  fit into the picture. Congress is 

still trying to decide what we can do for the  DP1 s  and there are thousands in 

camps in the American zone of occupation yet. The DP's her e are going to have a 

special Thanksgiving dinner and the theme of it will be "D elayed Pilgrims." I 

guess for them, American is still a land of promise. Even t hough I may be criti-

cal of the attitude of Congress, this country is a land of re fuge for so many and 

the land of hope. I wish more of the Republican leaders in C ongress and various 

pressure groups would realise this. Since doing field wor k at II, I have been 

able to see more of the living aspects of the Immigration pr ogram. 

I rushed home after the meetings and went shopping. After a short nap, I 

painstakingly prepared dinner for our guests, Charlotte Tr owbridge and her husband, 

Carlos. I figure I had to be very nice to them and feed them wel l so that Charlotte 

would not charge Yurlko too much for designing the costume . They could not stay 

too long as they had to go to a concert, but Yuriko made a lot o f progress. I 

cooked the entire dinner myself, and everyone was polite and said it was tasty. 

All of us originally lived in California, and migrated out h ere primarily for eco-

nomic reasons. Carlos does some free lance art work. We did n't got a chance to 

talk too much as we were rushed with dinner. They plan to hav e us over to their 

place soon. 

Rev. Matsumoto wrote and he said that he visited Mrs. M on  Sunday. After 

talking to Dr. Rabinovitch, he decided that he might take her into his home as 

his wife would like to do this. Rev. M did not let Mrs. M know that I initiated 

the contact as she may not react favorably. He said that she was very happy to see 

him and looked well. He asked that Yuriko phone his wife to ma ke arrangements to 

visit their home in Larohmont and "approve" his family. The d evelopments seem to 

be moving rapidly. Rev. M is studying to be a college adm inistrator and eventually 
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plane to return to Japan, and I'm sure that Mrs.  M would feel comfortable In going 

with him if this can be worked out* We have gone slowly wit h Mrs.  M to let her 

think everything over carefully and arrive at her decisions , and then we have 

tried to follow through with her best interests. I think th at it will work out 

well for her to go to this setting even if the pay will be nomin al. It will give 

her a chance to be in the country. Rev. M has two children , and Mrs.  M has ex-

pressed a desire to take care of children on several occasio ns while in the hospi-

tal as she feels more comfortable around them, and she did ha ve many years of ex-

perience as a midwife. Nothing definite has been planned, an d Yuriko won 11 have  a 

chance to call Rev.  M this week as this is a hectic time for her right now. We 

8till have to get her money from  Mr,  M.  
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Today was my busiest day at field work  yet,  and I was kept jumping from the 

moment I came in this morning until now (7s00 FM) There is st ill a lot I don't 

know about immigration laws so I had to stall some of the cli ents off while Z 

ran downstairs to look up the regulations. I decided th at this was too much work 

going up and down stairs, so I honestly told them that I didn 't know all of the 

technical regulations and I would have to look it up and see them again. The five 

interviews I had to do today were all intake oases so that there was a lot of in-

formation I had to get together from them. It's not an easy jo b when some of them 

don't speak English too well. However, there is a certain s atisfaction one gets 

out of this work because of all the interesting contacts f rom all over the world. 

I was trying to get my cases dictated when all of a suddent I d ecided why in the 

hell should I break my neck when it is Thanksgiving Eve so I am going home in a 

few  minutes.  Yuriko isn't home so that's why I am not too anxious to get there 

early. We may go to a party this evening if she finishes her costume and if she 

is not too tired. 

It takes a lot of mental and physical energy out of me to do such intensive 

interviews, and I have a feeling that a cold is sneaking up o n me. If I do get 

one, I shall never be able to live it down beoause I have been t elling Yuriko 

that if she gets ill before the concert it is purely a psycho logical sickness) 

One of the most satisfying feelings in this work is that so m uch service is actually 

given to the clients. The ones who come in to talk to me think t hat I am practi-

cally a God and that I can tell the U.S. government what to d o about immigration 

of their relatives. The social work we do here is mostly on a positive level. 

There are some oases we can't do anything for, but we don' t waste a lot of the 

client's time trying to rebuild their personality as a part of the service. It is 

only entered into when it is related to the specific request i n some way. 

I get such an international feeling in  this setting,  it must fulfill some of my 

innter urges in wanting to see more of the world. Mrs. Payer le, an old woman on 
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relief, came Into the offloe to ask if she could sponsor a di stant relative in a 

DP camp in Germany because she felt so sorry for them J She is a naturalised 

cltisen, originally from  Hungary.  Her  niece,  a Gentile, married a Russian Jew 

and they were chased all over Central Europe by the Nasi so they are stateless. 

Mrs. P didn't think that it was important if she didn't hav e any money because 

this was the land of opportunity. The sectarian agencies ha ve been giving her a 

run around. The Tolstoy foundation (Russian) didn't want to help because the wife 

is Gentile, the Jewish groups don't oare to help mixed marria ges, the Church World 

Serviee would rather help protestants. Since we are non-sec tarian we get these 

cases. I don't know what can be done for Mrs. P but I will try t o get one of the 

richer agencies to sponsor the family on a corporate affi davit, Mrs. P said she is 

almost crasy running around trying to find out what to do. 

Another mixed marriage case was Mr. Bernhard's problem. He fled Germany when 

he was 20 to go to Shanghai, and he left his Gentile mother be hind. She was per-

secuted by the Nasi. His brother identified with Germany an d was in the Nasi forces 

during the War. Bernhard finally got to this country, and he wants to get his mother 

here. He has only been in the U.S. for six months but makes $80 bucks a week as a 

bookkeeper so he naturally thinks America is the land of opportunity. The American 

Legion wovldn't like this kind of opportunity given to im migrants. Some of the 

stories which Siegfried told me about Germany were almost u nbelievable. He also 

had experience with the Japanese in Shanghai. The young man  has so much guilt 

feeling about deserting his mother that he almost cried a s he told me  his story  and 

he appeared to be an extremely intelligent, but sensitive person. A psychiatrist 

would say that he had an unresolved Oedipal fixation on his m other, but this doesn't 

give the political situation and the Jewish-Gentile cult ural problem enough signifi-

oanee. I wish I had time to get complete stories from some of th e people who came 

in here. 

I also talked to a Polish woman who has relatives in German y. She has guilt 
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feelings too because her relatives suffered so much during t he war while her 

husband made thousands of dollars in this country so now she  wants to make 

recompense in some way by bringing the Kirschbaum family  here so that the children 

can get an American education and not be forced to live in su ch fear as in Europe. 

Ve had a very nice chat, and Mrs. Diets wanted to give me some money for my 

"kindness," but I suggested that she donate to the agency i f she wanted to help 

others get this service from us. 

Also talked to a naturalized Jugoslavian, Mr. Orlich. He has been trying 

to get his fiancee into this country, but the Russian domi nated countries are 

not so free with passports. Mr. 0 felt that his war servic e entitled him to get 

his fiancee and he had a hard time in understanding that there was a difference 

between the visa and a passport. He wants me to write to the A merican Ambassador 

in Belgrade to ask him to put pressure on the Jugoslav go vernment and make then 

get off the dime as his fiancee cannot enter the country aft er the end of this 

year under the War brides act. Naturally, this is quite distu rbing to Mr. 0 as 

he won* t  likely to get another chance to find a young bride. He was an "American 

Hero" in Europe even if he was over 45 years old, and his fia ncee doesn 11 know 

he is a longshoreman, and that he has a 25 year old daughte r by the first wife. 

He got his affidavit filled out by a Catholic agency, but th ey forgot to Inform 

him that it did not insure success so the poor guy is practical ly in a daze now. 

I rather suspect that Mr. 0 wants the girl here because he sti ll has seme virility 

left and not because he really loves the girl. He talked alm ost entirely about how 

lonesome he was living alone. It will be a severe blow if he h as to continue to 

live alone and like it and it will be difficult for me to help him accept this 

fact. There is not much chance for the fiancee to get here no w, but we will try. 

My last case for the day was with an Australian minister who wants to get a 

New Zealand woman here. She is in England now, and she wants t o come and find out 
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about the marital troubles of her daughter in this country.  This daugher married 

a Russian Jew and it didn't work out too well. The ministe r, Dr. Holmes, didn't 

know what to do about it so I had to outline the procedures, a nd I suggested 

that he cable Mrs. Blunders in England to find out exactly how long she planned 

to visit this country. I wonder what some of the American co nsuls over the world 

think when they see my name on some of the letters I write in behalf of  clients J 

I think both officials and clients in this area of work are mor e internationally 

minded than most people* 
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I got ill Wednesday evening, and I remained in bed all day yesterday but 

oame to the office today despite  Yuriko* s  objection. I still feel a bit woozy, 

don't know the exact nature of my illness, but Yuriko says i t is psychosomatic! 

When I went home Wednesday evening, I was not feeling vei l. Yuriko had rehearsed 

late, and while I was waiting for her, Si dropped in to ask us t o come over to 

meet some of his friends. He said he wanted us to meet Greg and Eloise since 

they were Southerners but quite different. Yuriko oame hom e about then and Si 

persuaded us to go over. 

I can't say that we were very much impressed by Greg and h is wife. Eloise 

seemed to be one of those simple type women who gushed over a rt, and there wasn't 

anything particularly interesting about her. Greg was an in teresting person 

despite our reactions to him. He works in the same ad agen ay as Elsie, recently 

wrote a play, has been active in PGA. But under the influence of a few drinks 

and the Library of Congress recordings on Southern folk  music,  his real repressed 

attitudes came out to light and even Si and Elsie were surpri sed as they had not 

expected this of him. It was their impression that he was dif ferent from the 

Mississippi citizen, that he had a sincere liberal attitud e towards everything. 

Actually, Greg still thinks of himself as liberal, but I' m not so sure. While 

playing some songs sung by colored convicts in the South, G reg made the remark 

that it reminded him of songs sung by his grandmother, somet hing about "Nigger, 

nigger, go on home." Later he made comments about Negro song s having the word 

"satisfy" in them, and knowingly said that it all referred t o Sex. The inference 

was that the Negroes were more sexually active (or degenerat e) than whites. I 

said that all popular songs were related to sex in some way, but Greg seemed to 

think that any reference by Negroes to sex was something imm oral—no doubt related 

to some repressed fears of what Negroes would do to pure wh ite southern womenhood. 

I don't think that he realised how much he was giving himself  away. While listen-

ing to some songs sung by Leadbelley, he remarked, "Pardon  me,  I don't mean to be 
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racial about it, but Leadbelley is a mean son-of-a-bitc h. He killed more than 

11 men« Down in Mississippi he would be lynched. He would be known as a  '  blue 

gtanmed nigger 1 with cold gray eyes." Greg illustrated with a sneer wha t he meant. 

Then he said he loved Negro music, very patronizing. It must b e very difficult to 

break away from some of the social conditioning of the Sout h. Greg has come a long 

way in breaking away from some of the more distorted ideas of his state, but he 

hasn't completely shed these attitudes against Negroes a s he thinks. It doesn't 

seem to bother him In his PGA activities. I was thinking as  we sat next to him 

that it was this type of racists who so misunderstood the Ni sei on the Goast, and 

that it was too bad that he didn't know Negroes more persona lly Instead of having 

Just a patronizing attitude. Greg has resolved his attit udes towards Jews, but not 

Catholics. An extremely intelligent man, he Just has some blind spots which are 

usually repressed very carefully and it doeen't ordinaril y come out like it did 

the other night. Si later said that Greg had been psychoa nalyzed because he thought 

nobody liked him, "spent $10,000 on it too." So I concluded  that it was more of 

a personality thing than anything else. Maybe he was deliber ately trying to shock 

us, I don't know* 

Anyway, I got sick about then, felt very giddy, stomach upset , turned pale, 

hack pains, so I onme home. I was in bed all day yesterday. I didn't get a 

temperature until late afternoon, then had a fever of 101 deg rees until after 

midnight. Yuriko was very worried about me, but she kept ho ping that it was only 

a "psychosomatic illness," even scolded me once for getti ng ill because of her 

anxiety about me. Said that I got ill because I didn't want to see her concert! 

Some of my analytical interpretations of family affairs oe rtainly do boomerang 

back on  me J  I told her that I didn't get ill on purpose so she forgave me , and 

took good care of me. She had to go get part of her set from our old apartment 

so she got a taxi and hauled these things to the studio by  herself.  Yuriko Is so 

cut about these things, and I overheard her telling Si and El sie how much she had 
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benefitted from my talks with her about not getting nervou s and 111 before a 

concert. Ve had been Invited to their apartment for a turkey dinner to celebrate 

Thanksgiving, but I didn't feel well enough and told Tur lko to go alone. She didn't 

want to do that and leave me alone, so she went across the street to tell them. 

Si and Elsie then said that they would bring the turkey dinn er to our place, and 

they did! It was a wonderful dinner, and I managed to get up an d force myself to 

eat about three or four pounds of turkey by myself and the n staggered off to bed 

again. Afterwards, they talked for several hours In the li ving room, but I wasn't 

feeling too good by then. 

This morning, I insisted upon coming to the office, and T urlko tried to stop 

me. Finally she said that I would be coming at my own risk, an d that she was not 

going to take care of me if I got real sick again. I guess I shouldn't have come. 

I have a conference this afternoon, and I will try to go home  early. Still feel 

hot and cold, back hurts, light feeling in my stomach. I don' t know if it is a 

touch of flu or what. I don't want to be ill tomorrow as Yuriko  needs my support 

as she puts on the concert and there are a lot of things to be  done, but I am not . 

too healthy right now to do all of these things. I haven't had any interviews to-

day so that I have been taking it easy here. I took sulpha pil ls last night, and 

I think that this took some of the fever away. I still am not acc limated to the 

NY weather and I get oolds with the first change In weather . It suddenly got 

cold the other day, the freezing type. 
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Yuriko' s  concert is over, and it vas very successful from all points. She 

vas very relaxed about the vhole thing, and didn't get all u nstrung like I thought 

she might do* It vas a very tense experience to go through, I  suppose, but Yuriko 

did not have any tempermental outbursts because she has suc h a smooth disposition. 

She vas keyed up for the performance, and the long period of preparation had a 

great deal of tension to it. Yuriko said that she couldn't get nervous in the 

past fev days because she vas so vorried looking after me. I m ade a miraculous 

recovery from my mysterious illness, and Yuriko is convinc ed that it vas psycho-

logical, and tells her friends that. She said that I had to get veil by Friday 

evening because I vent to vork without her permission. St rangely enough, I felt 

fine after Yuriko cooked a delicious steak dinner last nig ht. 

There vas one almost unforeseen disturbance. Yuriko came h ome last night a 

bit excited because she had just learned that Isamu had no t made the small object 

for her new set. We sat around trying to figure out what she c ould use, and de-

cided on our Ironvood whale. Si dropped in to help with the pr oblem, and he got a 

bright idea of using another ironvood piece. Yuriko thou ght it vas just the thing 

so that she said the hell vith Noguohi when Nydorf is around' . The rest of the 

evening she vas very relaxed and ve just sat around and rea d the papers and 

listened to the radio very comfortably. Yuriko slept soundl y, and she didn't get 
»'•J»!«  -f t;  <M 

get up until 10s 15 this morning. She kept saying all day that she couldn't get 

over how relaxed she is about the whole thing, and she gives m e part of the credit 

as she says that I have a peaceful influence on her so it is a g ood thing that she 

got married. Yuriko feels that when I am clam, and talk to h er calmly about all 

of these things, it helps to relieve any anxiety she may have  about her performance. 

The most important element which she has, however, is the sel f confidence to know 

that she can put on a good dance. 

Yuriko had to rush over to Doris Halpern's to do the ending for her new 

version of "Shut Not Your Door," since Doris is vriting the nev music for it. 
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I did the shopping, and then I vent over to Charley and Clara W einburg 1 s  to wait 

for Iurlko so that we could pick up her sets to take to the aud itorium. Yuriko 

had some lunch over at Doris 1 so I Just had to starve. She said for me not to  bay 

her any flowers as I could get her something practical, "l ike the lining for my 

coat, for instance. 11 (cost  flO.OO.')  We sat around with Charley for over an hour 

and listened to some records. Then we started out for the st udio in Charley's oar. 

It had a flat tire.' We went to get the spare in the back, and we discovered that 

somebody had broken the lock so we couldn't get into it. Fin ally, we got in 

through the back seat and pryed the door open. After the ti re was all fixed, we 

got in and settled down. Then the oar battery was dead. 1 We had to get out and 

push and we blocked traffic until someone came along and gave a shove, and things 

went along fine from then on, Yuriko didn't get excited ab out the delay, and we 

found that she still had time left to get to the auditorium f or the dress rehearsal, 

I got her sets all prepared and marked on the stage so that I cou ld get things 

set up easily for her in the evening. Arch L, loaned me his hammer, and it disap-

peared so he was practically accusing me of stealing it for the rest of the day, 

but I am sure that one of the stage hands walked off with it a fter we left in the 

afternoon, Yuriko went through the last rehearsal in fine style, and Clara and 

Charley felt that the new dance was very good. We went back to  Clara's and I 

cooked a Juicy steak dinner, and Yuriko ate every bit of her po rtion, plus two 

glasses of wine. After dinner we just reclined around and talked until it was 

time for Yuriko to go to the theater to start making up fo r the performance. While 

Charley drove her over to the Central Needle Trade High Audi torium, I helped Clara 

with the dishes. I did things very obviously in order to assist Clara to domesti-

cate Charley ihto household duties. Clara took a long time getting her face fixed 

up so the first number was over by the time we got there, and Yu riko was franti-

cally sending out scouts to locate me so that I could prepar e her set for her first 

H ^ H i • ^ • B S f f l H H U H — H H H 
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piece. She was  bo  relieved when I came In, and I calmly went to work. It was  the 

first time that Yuriko got a bit worried because she dldn 11 know what to do without 

me being there to get her set nailed down and she didn't ha ve confidence in the 

stage hands doing it right, 

I had to fight my way through the croud in order to get inj the a udience was 

even larger than last year. Large numbers of standees came a nd they filled up the 

back of the theater completely. It was not a regular dance a udience since about 

1P00 of them had subscription tickets for the whole series o f recitals sponsored 

by the school, but they were fairly receptive to the dance s. They were fairly 

cool about dapping on the whole, but generous. Clara and Ch arley said later 

that Yuriko got so many nice compliments about her beaut iful dance movements. 

She did her dances very well, and she was fairly satisfied wi th the response, I 

was back stage all the time so that the audience reaction di d not sound too good 

at first and I got worried until I found out that most of the s ounds were muffled 

by the large stage curtains. I saw all of the dances from the w ings. Tally 

Beatty got good response for his primitive dances, and Ni na's group also did 

nicely. Nina looked a nervous wreck and I predict that she will have a nervous 

breakdown one of these days. After the concert, large numb ers of people came 

backstage and this made Yuriko feel that the performance wa s worth while even 

though it cost her £400. The management of the recitals als o felt that the concert 

was on a high level, and it gave the performers an extra |5 0 to split up. 

After the concert, Clara wanted us to drop into the JACL dance with some of 

our friends, but Yuriko was too tired and not particular ly interested so we went 

to  Clara 1 s  apartment with Molly and did a post mortem on the dance until about 

1:00 am, and then we came home. It has been a rather strenuo us day for Yuriko, 

and she has worked for this concert for a couple of months n ow, Clara was the 

director for this concert, and she felt that Yuriko should now put on a concert 

alone, but it is the financial cost which is the main stumbl ing block, I feel 
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that Yuriko has advanced her career quite a bit, and I was ve ry proud of her. I 

understand her kind of dancing much better  now,  and I feel that it is too bad that 

modern dancing does not have a greater public appeal. My int erpretation of her 

new dance is a bit different from  Yuriko' s  so she tells me to explain it to her 

friends who  ask,  but I say that they have to get their own interpretation whi ch 

might be based on their individual reactions. I do feel that  it might be a wise 

policy for modern dancers to make some compromises to the p ublic since it is the 

public which could support this particular form of art an d it should not be too 

high toned for them. X felt that Yuriko's danoes were relate d to many of the 

current problems of the world, and I am sure that the audienc e got a lot out of 

her "Shut not your door" dance because of the DP problems which are so much in 

the headlines these days. 


